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THE TRUTH ABOUT

TWO RAILWAYS

The Conservatives blame the Liberals for

their present troubles with the Grand

Trunk Pacific and the Canadian

Northern.

THE FACTS PROVE the Conservatives

themselves are wholly to blame.
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Two Railways

III (K u-uclin;; liiniM il .ilmii st Sir Wilfrid Laurier's complaints

tl'it iIh- l',Mrlii\ ( .(•MTiini'iit sv. ucnorniously increasing the annual

s;vMHlin ; at a ti;!i!- when the anniial income was falling, Hon. Mr.

V.'-iiir, 1 inai'.fi' Miwi-ier in ihi- liDrdcn '.'abint't, re])lii'd that liicy

ii,'.',l T'lUhd .111 the!'- <l()orsu[i s( nu' e\;)cnsive nrojci t-^ ictt there In

t'a' ! il'. !.i!; . Yb.c reference was t.> lae Nation. il Transcuntinental

a. id (.III. id;. Hi \"itliern Railways.

Ilorden Chanjied People's Contract with G.T.P.—Then
(iame the Present Trouble.

Thi' Natiiiu.J rian.-ci.r.tinentai was almost cotnpU ted when tl;e

I ilnr.ils !••!! ( ..:m, aid a Kfcat [Kirt of its ro.st had been paid our

ol tiie anna.ii -^urplusi a of the Laurierddelding times. The history

of the road .sinci I'.Ul, I'lietly, i^ that the new government has made

certain ch.m^es which lia\c ijiven the (iraiul Trunk Pai ificCampaii

,

an argualile caM? f(jr declining to take over the "lean" part of the

line. The very fcaindation of the original contract was that the

Oaiid Trunk peojjle should he sati-tied during the c.nialrucliun

p,eri(Ki, winch was but right, a- the ruad was built by the country

lo be leas, d to them. The present government has altered this

fundamental understanding, and now a long, bitter and,

for the country, destructive controversy looms ahead.

Liberals Aided C.N.R. but Insisted on Supervision of

Rates by Railway Commission.

.-\s to Use Canadian Northern alT.iit, ii is neces.-nirv to ci ,».--;

-riine t'sand d' t -: nir i's. The L;;.aricr C.ov.Tnnunt and the Lilx i. i

p.;ri> did. from vear to y(\ir, as the rapid growth uf the Wv-i

Jim I life-,. I'd itself, .ictord ilie usual railway grant encouragemenr to

i'.ie ("a!;.idian Nortliern jitople according as th'-y advanced thrii

iiiic:, into new sections of prairie country. With this assistarui-,

the comi'i'.ny Jr.i.incd its undi:rtakin,:^s. Later on, the Launn

Govcrnmeni i.. commended similar grants in encouragemmt ot cmu-
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netting xhii wertern wiili liic tMstern .sysitiii *•( ihe (.oiniianv.

I'raotirally al! the Provincial < '.ovcrnmenis airlid iii this i^rcal wurk

accordiii^^ to their means and leciuirenients.

In return lor .liese grant.-,, the Laurier Gdverninoni iinilMt:iMi.-

(Ji-inandcd and uhtaincd tiie aqrciiiient of all rail\\\\- i-Miiifitiiies

rtcjniii'li; thctn to submit to tliesupervlNiori of liie Railway ( ouaiii;,-

ipion of < anada.

The British Columbia Tory Government Spoiled

Commission Supervision.

< >iicday, Mr. MiHride ("oI!.-^ervalive Prenii(;rof Biiii -h (.'i.iuiii-

bia, aiiiiouiMcd ;!iat ht; had niaiie an aiireeineiit with Muki r. ;j

and ?.binn undc v. hii h their 'oad WMuid reach •']. eoa t. '1 he 1 .:.
-

bitiire was di^sohcd, .ui el. • tioii u.i^ iieUI ,uid ,\li IMcPiridi- ^v,!^

leiurned to jjower. With ini., ^o^!ls ad- (jiiturr, ihe ori-in oi o"-

dii:'.i iilties v.iiirii later i)ro(i^l't r!ie c imipans" t(^ I'.i! haria-nt ;eikii\^;

ra.-h nuasiifisot iinancial ri'iict tor their whole :-\ ^•h- ai, tlu 1 ai!:i..r

fJovi tiuinail a! Ottawa h.el I'oitdmi whatever to do.

The Laurier (^Jovernment Then Declined Further Aid.

NV)i \<ry loi.^ iH'fore the j^eaer.il eltxtiuns ot it'll, i (hnii'id

wa:, nt-vt Tlhfless made upe'U the Railway r>fjiar!;ni!i;; for the

usual tyrants in aid. lion. '.lu. V. Graham, thi r, Minl-ter of R.iil

ways, replied that the Maekenzie-Mann idutrai1 with Sir Ru !iard

McBride's jjovernment made thi.s impossible. That tontnu t i^ol

merely provided for control of the railway in British Coknnlii i tiv

British Columbia authority, but obligated the Canadi.in .\ ir;!u rri

to resist in court any attempt th.it might be i.uide to brini,' tiie r. i, d

Jinder the outrol of the Dominion Railway t oniPiis'-ion. }!,.'..

Mr. ("irai'.a.m pointed out th.it th.-N' nui-t .yet rid of i!;i- <n',.i!':' r... : i

with Mr. Ml P.ride. and bf; f)re;'ared to sign tie s.iaie eaga;,-.:... ;a

as to coiitiii! i'f rates wtiieh thev had taken K^r all oilur par!- kjI

tiu ir r. be iorr lie ronM i'l'i oiiimend lia\-nifi I lit 1 iir sul?^ill;t•

The C.N.R. Fought .Vgainst the Liberals in 1911.

The ("anadi.tn \r;rtheni. tla.avt.ae, !iad an inure.-t ai.nieming

to millions of doIlar.i (the su!)sidy in iriountaia eouiiirv bring Sli.lOO

a mile) to procure the election of a inort- aniit!;d)lf minister and
cabinet.

Their political influence was thrown, as a!! know, ag.iin-- 'J.e

Liberals in the 1911 elections, their influence waa adiiiitiedl'/ i).r,i-



mount when the Borden Ministry was constructed, and in due

course they were given the subsidy they asked for, Hon. Mr.

« irah'im's public protest and relation of what had happened being

ii;norf<i by men who owed their party's success, and in some cases

ilieir pirs.jnai advancement, to these causes, and v.ho were williiiij

to siifTer the resulting impairment of the authority of the Railway

('on'.mission, probably tlie niu.->t eflrctive instrument for securing

!)rivate.ind public right a^jainst the usurpatioiisof grasping corpora

lions that has been devised in the whole history of the country

Since l«)n Borden Has Given the C.N.R. Whatever It Asked.

And this, as it turned out, was only a prelude to other and still

va^cer demands made by the Canadian Northern people on thr

( abir'.et it had practically created, and which that Cabinet obed-

iintlv honoured and forced Parliament to ratify.
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