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THE EARTH.
FRAMED AND FURNISHED AS A HABITATION FOR MAN,

BY THE REV. W. ARNOT, M.A., GLASGOW.

But there is-another characteristic of the

™a, which, s matters go among men,
Sught to be more effective in stirring us up
gratitude 3 inasmuch as preservation
"o g pear and great danger affects a
Uman mind more than those many bene-
8 which distil as the dew from heaven,
3ud are therefore seldom observed. Dutch-
en never forgettheir dykes. They know
®ell that these earthen walls constitute the
Constant and only barrier against a deso-
ting jnundation. When you hear the
Mtorin at midnight, and think of the poor
ollander sleeping beneath the level of the
i?a with nothing but a mound of earth
Jetween him and a deluge, you turn on
Your other side with a thought of thank-
tess that Eunglishmen are not at the
erey of the treacherous element, as it is
:ﬁbionable to call it.  There you are reck-
Ning without your host: at this moment
\i: depend on a mechanical contrivance to
fend us from a deeper flood. If the
aels of the hugs machinery should be
O¢ged and stand still to-night, the sea
Ould, before morning, cover our highest
Uutains, by the mere operation of the
rdinary law of gravity. You are aware
3 the earth is not perfectly spherical, and
T 8t it revolves rapidly on its own axis.—
%8¢ two facts bear an iutimate relation to
bfcl mher, and together exercise a decisive
io Uence in making the world a fit habita-
th: for man.  If either fact were changed,
¢ earth would be no longer habitalile.—
2@ globe should become a perfect sphere,
Y8 its diurnal revolution continued, the
ter would be all withdrawn from the
ing:);’s round either pele, aud heaped up
itg m‘_%p and all-devastating ocean across
1 tio idst: if, on the other hand, the: revo-
N 0 of the earth should cease, while the
nhang“mtlon of its mass remained un-
&Omged’ the waters would recede wholly
Breat, the middle regions, and form in two
™ Circular seas around the poles.
lutig, 22 stands thus :—The diurnal revo-
g ; y 0& Decessary in relation to day
nght, light and heat, and other es-

sential qualities of 2 human habitation, the
form of the globe has been moulded
accordingly. It has been made in the
main spherical, but with a comparatively
minute deviation. The diameter which
would pierce it through the poles is
about twenty-six miles shorter than the
diameter which would pierce it through
the equator. If the solid matter of the
globe were perfectly spherical in form, the
centrifugal force of the revolution on its
axis would raise all the water in a vidge with
the culminating line ou the equator: but
the globe has been cast in'a mould which
gradually rises by a gentle slope from either
pole till it terminates in a ridge twenty-six
wiles in height, girding it round the centre.
This elevation of land in the middle re-
gions of the globe precisely counterbalances -
the centrifugal {orce of its revolution; and
therefore the disposition of land and water,
with the earth whirling round, is the same
as it would have been on a perfectly spheri-
cal body at rest. This is, perhaps. at once
the most Dbeautiful and most palpable
adaptation in nature. It is a mark of
the Maker's haud left upon his work.—
“Glory to God in the highest” is in-
scribed upon the earth below; and so
large are the letters in which the inserip-
tion has been written, that he who cannot
read it must be helplessly shortsighted or
wilfully blinds Tt is because an Almighty
arm keeps this ball always swinging round,
that we can lie down to sleep without the
feur of being awakened by a deluge.

But we must turn now from the great
reservoir in which the water is contiined, to
the chanuels by which it is distribnted.—
In this department new and equal wonders
meet our eye. Whether we look, on the
one hand, to the veins and ducts of the
huwban body, or, on the other, to the rivers
and clouds of the earth and sky, we find
an apparatus at once complicated in plan
and simple in operation for carrving on the
circulation of the system. But look to
the streets and lanes of our cities, and, not-
withstanding recent efforts to itnprove them,
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we observe still a marked contrast. Asto
the sap-circulation provided for man,
whether within or around him, behold it
i8 very good: as to the sap-circulation pro-
vided &y man, behold, as yet for the most
part. it is very bad! Every time a navvie
or a lecturer is suffused with perspiration,
mary miles of sewers are flushed, and the
health of the system is thereby maintained:
as a general rule, the sewers of our cities
are never flushed except when nature in-
undates them by a shower.

The Psalms of David supply a formula
for expressing the eireulation of the world.
« The waters stood above the mountains:

. at thy rebuke they fled ; at the voice
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of thy thunders they hasted away. They
up by the mountains: they go down
%; the valleys into the place which thou
hast founded for them. Thou hast set a
bound that they may not pass over; that
they turn not again to cover the earth.”—
(Psal. civ.) It is a wonderful hydraulic
machine. and it never goes out of order.—
How manifest its design; how skilful its
contrivance; how mighty its power!

Here lies the earth, with its mountains

- and valleys, its islands and continents; but
unless it be watered, it cannot become a
habitation eitlrer for man or lieast. There
lies the sea alongside; but there the sea is
useless to the dry land. Although an
ocean three times the area of the land lies
weltering all around it, the land will res
main an unmitigated wilderness for want
of water. It would be “water, water
everywkere, but-not a drop to drink.”—
The earth eould not arise and dip itself in
the ocean every morning, and would net
benefit by the bath although it were pos-
gible to take it. The ses, on the other
hand, could not periodically rise and inun-
date the land; nor would the visitant be
welcome although he were able to come.—
They sometimes propose such an immer-
sion as a sovereign remedy for the ills of
Ireland; but I observe they are not Irish-
men who prescribe that cure. Helpless
and useless for the great purposes of life
would both earth and ocean be, if each
were imprisoned by gravitation in its own
separate compartment, As well might you
try to enclose a space by two straight lines,
as expect to carry on the functions of cos-
mical life with enly these two elements.—
But there is no such defect in tlLe construc-

NEWS.
and no M

. , .
tion of Nature’s machinery, o

halting in the movement of its whee
The air eomes in as a Mediator be“"eeh
land and water, laying its hand on Ber
and enabling them to meet in peace-

hold the Trinity of Nature, and the rede®®”
tion whieh it brings! 10

The function of the atmosphere r
mediate betwoen the land and the W%
the three links are formed into a circlé ®
the stream, not of electric fire, but'of pu 0
water, runs round the endless ring 103 %)
perpetual motion.  The air, heated bY ot
sun, draws up into its bosom vast Q“?l“y
ties of water from the ocean, €are lh“'
leaving all the salt behind. Indeed, tan&
same air s very dainty in its tasté pob
very skilful in gratifying them. et
only draws fresh water from the salt Luid
but it distils for its ewn use the puré ’% 10
from stagnant pools which men _Pe"“]1 the
fester rourd their dwellings, leaving 8 thos®
filth behind for the punishment Sub
who allow it to accumulate. So ¥ erds 8
of Righteousness bends down to®# o 8
polluted world, and draws up to bea?’ pub
multitude whom no man can num b i
in the spiritual as well as in the P2Y" sy
updrawing “nothing shall enter tha tho
fileth.” When, in the processéd ~ .8
new covenant, the love of Christ dra ked”
people to himself from the sea of W
ness, all the bitterness is left bebiPC
these stainless clouds that stud the o
of the sky in the noon of a sum“(’i Jimy*
were drawn from stagnant pools, 80
fetid rivers, and briny seas, so U
saints, who stand round the
throne in white, were taken from
pit of sin, and made as pure a8 th®
in which they dwell.

Look up }l,o these cloudﬂ""ﬂ:‘e.sey
water-carriers for a world; ho¥ he
and jauntily they carcer along! 20
masses skip and whirl, and chase &7
like lambs at play, neither weal:e”
weight they bear, nor dizzy wit
look down. Here, for once, 18 pe
gineering applied to water-supPJ"
taining walls are needed, a0
turns to keep the level. HoW 8
lie; haw quickly they move;
they fall, where they are D
when! You are awakened {roﬂlﬁnt
slecp by a rattling in the (‘”"omu o
rumbling in the chin.neys Yo

o

r
o



THE GOOD NEWS

Yook out on the moonlit sky: the cause of
.(‘:'n!ilocturnal cq.mmotipn is explained in a
tloy d‘:‘\% An interminable line of laden
Bing ike a huge luggage-train, is spin-
Atl% e4stward through the sky from the
ﬁ“&“t}(‘» to the dry table-lands on the con-
Yoo o Eurnpe and Asia. Those th{l?ty
h%:)ons had telegraphed. by electricity
rr“gh the air 1n0st probably, to their
t gpolfdant in the western waters, that
of hepas[)xfan and Dead Seas were in danger |
.wateh«'?nnng dry.  The ‘cm'respondent, ever |
§ Ul,. and having withal a large stock
o di:l:ld lm.lx1e<,I1:|,t»§l)' d}spatched an extra-
) a1y night-train, with orders to ran ex-
S all the way, “for the King’s business |
,;‘fl'-;:"eth laste.”  And there it goes, |
i Sutfully quick and with an infinity of
'?t?,s‘"g' sound: but you perceive it is
W g on the main line; the axletrees are
You Qreased, and the switches all right:
thy tumble into bed acain, by way of
ieent“‘{-{ vourself oft luto a si'lin_«,r,‘ ;md%
thatf) Sounqu lil]. the morning, conhdent|
how no (‘trlh:\'mn will take place. ) “().Lm'd, i
bae, M2RIf0ld are thy works! in wisdom
thou made them all: the earth is full !
“%Lnly Yiches; so is this great and wide |
C W Psal.” civ.
Gog bile the heavens declare the glory of.
anth’eea"th and sea in unison echo back the |

hig fof)n. Wiho could be an Atheist, with

en ton this green edrth, and his eye!
Bore toward that blue sky? Standing |
the 0P the solid mass of the world, fecling |

of .1;“ 8¢ of its life, and observing the law |
“1 og‘z‘-’.‘:\ntlc circulation, can youstill say, ‘

ay o Ot believe in God ¥~ Then, you|
Poo| f:d"ext through the docks of Liver-|
¥ the o)
belic,,

LA\3

€ in iy 1
le
Q]()ud
it mearnage corresponds to the arterial |
oA of ani lics. wher N
E“"ﬁed f]ammmed bodies, whereby thel
I

tlfl)ﬂd is borne outward from the|
e

the fal) of

e extremities for nourishment:
Tapong rain and the flow of rivers cor-
Used |, '9 the venous system, whereby the
Yang 20U i8 carried back to the heart and
Unli}eor P‘{liﬁcation and propulsion again.

Uees “‘ES best machinery, this process
a g @wda solutely nofwaswf not 80 much
Yeapy o OP g0es a missing in a thousand

e imop: drop exhales from the ground as
g sun grows hot: it goes out of

22%

.

sight in the fathomless ocean of air; but
it is not lost: it is in the book, and in by
double entry; it must and will cast up at
the balance in the proper place. It dissi
pates from a daisy in your garden in June:
if stock were taken at Christmas, it might
be found frozen in near Petersburgh on
the Neva; or sparkling in the summer sun
from the paddle of Dr. Livingstone’s little
steamer on the Zambesi: it might be
found on a pinnacle of the fantastic icicles
that adorn Niagara; or springing in the
unknown fountains that feed the mysterious
Nile: it might be found adhering to a
feather with which a mother at mid.aight
is wetting the lips of her dying child; or
constituting a tenth part of a great tean
standing on the black cheek of an African
youth, while the white slaver is counting
out the price and stowing away the cargo:
it might be found—but where might it
not be found?. Only oue thing is sure—it
could not be lost.  Into the hands of the
same *faithful Creator” goes the body of
a redeemed man, when it returns to dust.
We need not be afraid. It does not go out
of God’s sight, and he is able to gather it
to a glorious one again. “Fear not, -
little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.” Fear not, ye
are of more value thdn many dewdrops!
After they have scattered showers here
and therve over a continent, some mountain
range shooting far up into the sky fairly
stops the carcer of the clouds, and com-
pels them to disgorge all their treasure.
South  America lics flat like a flounder
on the map, but its vertebral ridge does not
run straicht along the middle of its

the mills of Manchester, and cry | body; it follows the eurvature of the left
€lose of your pilgrimage, “I do ot | side, not far from the margin all the way.

When an uninformed observer meets a

whole apparatus of exhalation and | similar structure in an animal, he thinks

it a kind of monster spoilt in the making;

‘but in all such cases there is a sufficient

reason for the apparent deviation from the
normal form.  So in that Continent, the
position of the great mountain ridge, not
on the eastern side, nor in the middle, but
near the western shore, is an outstanding
evidence of design in the configuration of
the globe. Had the mountains run along
the Atlantic instead of the Pacific sea-
board, the trade-wind continuing to blow
from the East, the bulk of South America

' would have been an arid desert. As it is,



with the mountains on the west, and the
winds blowing all the year from the east,
the water which the wind wafts from the
sea 18 carried almost across the continent
ere it is discharged, and therefore is com-
pelled to traverse the whole breadth of the
land, on its return voyage by the rivers.—
Such, accordingly, is the natural fertility of
those regions, that when they shall be sul-
dued and possessed by man, they may sus-
tain & multitude almost equal to the present |
population of the world.

I have sometimes thought that the !

| the I\I]‘\l\\ll‘:])l and the Amazon, the
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its awful hum. Two: years I reacﬁe"
the Rhine bank for the first time late 2 ed‘
night, and from a lofty view- pott Jook
upon the stream, when the ooR ‘} "
striving with all her might to make UP
the absence of her lord, It is somet! hing
to have seen these two once in one's | life—~

I would willingly undergo the toil of trave”
Jing, if I were per mmed to visit a few M
of thu hmuv chiefs in the regions Wh/
they reign in equal majesty and mer ‘i\‘]"

and the Ganges. Flow on, flow o8 4

mﬂl
mountain range on the western brim of‘ rivers, to the seas and from the sea 82

South America does for the cloud, what!
Death on the extreine edge of this wmld’
life does for misers.

i
from it, and to
Rivers flowing from the € ed

Hoed all your fountains:
flow ye Al

H: x\'mtr sucked up the l and ﬂo\\mu to 1, ye vemind me of creat

wealth from the earth and sea, they soar | beine in the auorecate, coming froi
along, obliged to let down a few (lm])dw re ! Infinite and returning to the Infinite.
and there, but keeping all they ean, obeyv- | Him and to Him we > all things.

ing the law of grip as simply and stmn;rly |

as the Karth obeys the law of gravity; but
when they strike upon the bare shoulder of
that orand terminal Cordillera of Time

they must let all their treasure go. The

treasure, when the vessel which carried it

is dissolved, obeying now another

the everlasting covenant hetween God o
law of Plivine eres 1ture of all flesh that is upon the
God, gushes backward by many channels, 1—‘w0n.
retlednnw ail the Continent in its reflux. |

Guineas are Gods drops: and He can use | beneath her watery covering.

(To be continued.)

THE BOW IN THE CLOUD:
« And I will look upon it, that T may 1"3“’1e vel’Y
and
arth-’

ix. 16,

wes fro™

Nature agnin smiles, and emerge = .,
ml

The pro

O
the gatherer as he uses the cloud—to cariy | {of him who cannot lieis given, that a €

them to the place where they are wanted, | flnod shall no more dwt)oy

and pour them out there.

I love rivers. A sweet fittle river was
the companion of my chillhood. It
moved, and twisted, and sparkled, and |
chattered, and seemed to speak to me. 1t
knew me well, for all the summer
was in it every day, and sometimes almost
all the day. Dewnllv vet every vear I
make a p)lfrnm e to its hdnl\\, and revive
my early friend ship.  Every river has its:
own character, and its dmnnmusl'm-f fua-
tures.

the spnt and Open MY eyes on i square
)ard of that river Qmﬂwe I would recog-
nize it, and it would recognize me. Its

eddies dance about in their own way, not the almighty
exactly like the way of other respectable | as a remembrancer to Himeelf;
streams, If I had been bred to reverence ! cious pramise, « I will look upo?
any of the powers of nature, the spirit of | may remember the everlasting cov

the rivers would have been my tutelar—

P And what is to be the sign,—the €

Sin the elond.”

over. 11 to awaken new thoughts,

7<tmm\ cloud should gather in the
A f}uwv still lmmﬂ\ within me, thw.n(unno to pour its pent- up wa
that if vou should earry me blindfold to "3 sinful wmld when the ¢ bow’

: “the waters shall no-more destroy 8

—
the earth
nd mlﬂ
how

h}

remembrance-token?  «] do set m¥
There it had been, 1‘("
lmfom, encireling the heavens with 18
of golden hun\ but now, it was “Q ir
and to i0°P

aly
grateful emotions in the heart of “’]q —
]
ot

now, it was to testify of God’s P"O'“en.‘
I'to be a lasting memorial of His 0% ye

as
through all wenerations.  Oftem ;aveﬂs’

‘11)]>€”"rL
du('l art?
i esb”
eﬂk'c’le?;
s 1 forth to TS g
vl 1eNCe Of hls %tl

it, th:
1 aub

1it was (o be as the voice of God

. Nay, in comlescension to human ¥

“The bow in the clound” was # ¥ "1

Fifteen years ago, I stood at the foot of the | of temporal blessings,—to the bel'ev hel‘
rock, and saw Niagara throw its giant| alse a stiiking type > of spzrzma . he" sk
drapery over my head; I seem yet to hear | no bow of promise which gilds 800t
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;;;'h‘ch tells, of wrath averted, of security
cl‘)u';ﬁ” Yes; Jesus is the “Bow in the
ove of Heaven's wrath, assuring the be-
o T that a fiercer storm, than any that
devastated the world, has passed away.
the D, to the eye of faith, He appears_in
pe]legpmtual firmament, every fear is dis-
ang y—God “ will not return to destroy ;"
col(;uas the rainbow appears with blended
the > 8l melting into each other with
jﬂst,im%t perfect harmony; so, in Christ,
g - 2ud mercy, holiness and love, power
g10,,i0g00dness, all combine to form one
U8 and resplendent arch.
‘ece rainbow tells of the perpetuity of
Me‘(’i"enant. _Four thousand years have
th‘ist', and, still it spans the heavens.—
of p ant see you not . in this, an emblem
dop o, tmmutability of your God, in re-
wmPlion?  He Himself regards it assuch:
eus saith the Lord, if you can break My
the 30t of the day, and My covenant of
day Mght, and, that there should not be
Uy, 524 night in their season, then may
¥ se Y covenant be broken with David
'opl""ant”~that is, with Christ and His
T}luse' of whom David was the type.—
b, the God of nature, is alike unchange-
' 'ha.s a God of grace. .
¥ith 8 rainbow is a token 0 God’s covenant
% the '8 people.  “For this,” says He, «“is
hg.v Waters of Noah unto Me; for, as T
No ;. Woru, that the waters of Noah should
that, Ore 70 over the earth, so have I sworn,
*ebul(e would not be wroth with ‘thee nor
art thee.  For the mountains shall
kindne’ and the lills be removed, but My
Reithq S shall ot depart from thee;
T v:; Shal! the covenant of My peace be
0N gy Sith the Lord, that hath merey
'eCurgtee' Here, and here alone, is the
My qy of the Christian, the unalterable
e‘e' of a covenant God.
°‘1°ud w3 given them also a “ Bow in the
Pe“di,m,to which, in every season of im-
f&it},_ 8 danger, they may direct the eye of

h § ol is yours a dark and cheerless
gmn cls your horizon obscured by threat-
Bow ; ouds? Remember, there is the
Qte, ., "0 the cloud,” the token of the un-
g 3'0: Covenant God. Like the mariner,
the indimy- sea, you may be appalled at
m&y be ef“"("{s of a coming tempest, you
A yg . Stening with alarm, to the roar
&'y Wavas and the hoarse howling

of the wind. Lift up the eye of faith,—
see, yonder opening in the clouds,—yonder
faint ray of light,—yonder splendid ¢ Bow
in the cloud.” It is to you the covenant-
token that relief is at hand, for «“the Lord
will look upon it.” It is His own promise.
Your sorrowing eye, and the eye of your
Father in heaven, will meet in one spot,—
on Jesus Christ—and then, as the Lord
remembers His covenant, and thinks upon
you for good, you will be enabled to * trust
in the name of the Lord, and stay upon
your God.” Yea,the darker the cloud, the
more brilliant will be the reflection,—the
heavier the trial, the sweeter the pro-
mise; for amid God’s most mysterious
dealings, you may discover marks of His
power, His love, and his faithfulness.

There are views of Christ, which can
only be obtained, beneath a cloudy sky,
and amidst many showers of tears. Be-
liever, strive, when the darkness begins to
gather round you, to look upwards, and
soon, reviving ® faith will discover the
«“Bow of promisc;” the storm will be
hushed,—the lowering, portentous clouds
will roll away, and you will take up the
language of the psalmist.—<Thy mercy,
O Lord, is in the heavens, and Thy faith-
i fulness reacheth unto the clouds.”

Think, too, of that glorious day, when
there shall be a serene and cloudless sky,—
a sky, which can no more become darkened
and obscured,—when you will not nced
this ‘emblem, for you will have the reality
of God’s faithfulness and love.

Here, you have no bow without a cloud,

But then shall rise that glorious Sun
which shall never set, whose radiant beams
shall no more be broken by misty shadows,
Soou, believer, throughout eternity’s calm
brightness, you will gaze upon the Bow of
your Redecmer’s glory; and, as you gaze,
you will shine, even as lle shines. Ior
“we shall be I'ke Him, when we shall see
Him as He is.”

«0 God of all grace and mercy, who art
able to supply every loss, to heal every .
wound, to dry up every tear, and to dispel
every cloud: Grant, that when my sorrows
abeund, my consolations may much more
abound. May I bestill and know that
Thou art God, acknowledging Thy right
to do with meas Thou willest,’and coafid-
ing in the wisdom and goodness of Thy
dispensations.”"— The Pathway of Promise.
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He Giveth His Beloved Bleep:

Of all the thoughts of God that are

Borne inward unto souls afar

Along the Psalmist’'s music deep,

Now tell me if that any is

For gift of grace surpassing thig—
“ He giveth His beloved sleep?”

‘What would ye give to our beloved ?

The hero’s heart to be unmoved,

The poet’s star-tuned harp to sweep,

The patriot’s voice to teach and rouse,

The monarch’s crown to light the brows?
« He giveth His beloved sleep.”

What do we give to our beloved?

A little faith all undisproved,

A little dust to oversweep,

And bitter memories to make

The whole earth blasted for our sake?
“ He giveth His beloved sleep.”

“Sleep soft, beloved I” we.sometimes say,
But have no tune to charm away
Sad dreams that through the eyelids creep:
But never doleful dream again
Shall break the happy slumber, when

“ He giveth His beloved sleep.”

O earth, so full of dreary noises!

O mcn, with wailing in your voices!

0 delved gold, the wailer's heap!

0 strife ! Oh curse that o'er it fall!

God makes a silence through you all,
And “giveth His beloved sleep.”

For me, my heart that erst did go,
Most like a tired child at a show,
That sees through tears the juggler'sleap,
Would now its weaned vision close,
‘Would childlike on His love repose,

Who “giveth His beloved sleep.”

And friends, dear friends,—when it shall be
That this low breath is gone from me,
And round my bier you come to weep,
Let One, most loving of you all,
Say, ¢ Not a tear must o’cr her fall—

He giveth His beloved slecp.”

Mgs. Browyixg.

TREAT YOURSELF AS YOU
TREAT OTHERS.

Treat yourselves, my dcar friends, as yon have
been accustumed to treat others. We get another
man's character and tie it up to the halberds, and
out with our great whip and begin to lay it on
with all our force, and after the flogging we wash
tue poor creature with a kiud of briny pretence
al excusing his sins, Ah, just serve thyself so.—
Tie thyself up to the halberds, man, and lay on
the whip. Do not spare him. When you have
got yourself tied up, hit hard, sir; it i8 a great
rascal you are whipping. Now then, a heavy
Llow! Kill him if you can. The sooner he is
dead the better; for when he is once killed a8 to
all idea of righteousmess in himself, then he will
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begin to lead a new lifé and be a new creatar®
Christ Jesus Make him feel that the leP"‘i’:.{n P

deep within., Give him no rest. Treat ld bo
cruelly as he could treat another. 'ITWO )
only his deserts. st

But who is this I am telling you to tré®’
Yourself, my hearer yourself. Be as “‘gut op
you can, but let the  culprit be yourself. d
the wig, and sit upon the judgment-sed nmi’
the king’s commission. There is such 8 €° f
sion for youto be a Judge. It says, Judge
—thouglh it says, Judge not others. Put 0D s
your robes: sit up there, and then bring chugo
culprit. Make him stand at the bar.
him; plead against him; condemn him:

d
«Take him away, jailor.” Find out thet;la‘l;ook,

punishment you can discover in the statul ere
and believe that he deserves it all.  Be 88 "Gyng
as ever you can on yourself, even to the P8 " of

on the black cap, and reading the senten®
death. -

When you have done this you will be it allfl?;%
ful way for life, for he that condemns hlmsev K
absolves, 1e that stands self-convicted "’;'-msell
to Christ hanging on the cross, and see tlaw;{
hanging there, and see his sins for ever pu c P
by the sacrifice of Jesus on the treé,™
Spurgeon.

DEISM.

el
PP . : ureé:;
Natural religion is decidedly against "“td‘
-4

i
When, in bewilderment, ! have seen t 'r"“e pos’
three or four merciless dogmas; when I 185 5gp,
sed a few momentsat the bottom of this wela 8i0e
T feel an irrepressible want of light and heat &-na‘
1 must love, and 1 must feel myself loved: = . ig-
would I do with your Supreme Being )? (alld
moveable Creator, to whom 1 owe my li ?ﬂ, hié
what a life!), and who is waiting on meé ‘h,ngﬂ
balinces? 1am a sinner; how will you 4 gm
me? I am sick; hew will you heal {”e]‘ geek &
condenied; how will vou deliver me? ith him?
heavenly Father; what hiave you done ¥} j
I would wish to pray; what beeomes of P ain B8
your system?  These gricfs, these injustice® wh""
and out of me, agitate and overwhel ;e G ese
solution do you give me of these prob[cms-'ld y08
are the only gnestions worth solving ?Ounded
leave them unauswered! 1 wander cOB oE‘ ab
among your deserts, finding nowhere the tW.on_ |
Christian solutions—The Fall and Salvabd They
is truly the moment to cry with mandr chere
have taken away my Lord, and I know noSavioﬂr’
they have laid fim.”  And without e “0yund
what an indescribable soitude is create® "o gpef
us! If there are only laws; if there 1% L oq
Father, nor Son, nor Holy Spirit; if“”mtf. if the
between heaven and carth is int,err"}’te(e:d3if Y
supernatural in Providence has disRPPeardesceﬂd'
be not true that the angels ascend ap ne the
then Oh! what a horrible silence 10 “nded i
creation!  Your telescopes have exwlds; yo°
limits: you have discovered more WOU'C Cper®
hiave obtained a glimpse of nelaula‘;vrst,rﬂve
myriads of suns and worlds larger thalt oe l,egioi"’
inspice! Well, so much the worse! ty; th:ﬁ
you thus people arc only the more eMPHy 1esé
wyriads of worlds do not meke up for ack ".“/
breath of sympathy and love! Give M€y  peli
word of restoration, ene word of theugiou,:‘ﬁ,
Deliver my nature from your natursl r8 st of 2
I will feel at ease—at home in the DT e
magnificent creation. 1 will once .~
clear, and my heart will beat!—

parin.
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THE BAD HALF-CROWN.
ﬁcl‘? f?w months ago, while waiting for my
A hetl‘ )0 acountry railway office, I observed

. alf-crown nailed to the counter. The
UN¢ man who was giving out the tickets
she, 2Uracted my attention, He seemed a
abg P youth, and had an air of importance
his Ut him, becoming the responsibilities of
i office. " With his hand raised to the
uet department, and the finger ready to
irsltlee Upon the right one, he shouted,

Or second, sir ¢
1 ‘he'"g the lasy one that was then waiting,
Wwony 81t that I should like to have a few
h &lfs With our young friend about the
ing roWn, 8o T said to him as T was pick-
Rt P my change, « What is this you have

: una‘le‘l to the counter$”
« 2 half-crown, sir.”

%un?:rt?”why have you it nailed to the

“ I3*’03!1843 it isa bad one, sir.

' flb° You were determined it should go
i d“'ther, But now, tell me, does it re-
« You of anything very serious ?”

dont, know,” (looking very straight at

“a\r{yd Paying great attention.)

to . vell, DIl tell you what it has brought

Y mind—sthat will be the end of all

lngy ha“d ‘unholy professors, they will at

My, - Bailed down under the awfu) judg-

ah), of God. And they will never be

get away from it. Now, you

!.}h.()uat that half:crown, A nail driven

81 it—fixed to the one spot, and ex-

Publiccondemnation. Every one
L1t is a detected hypocrite, and ex-
. there as g warning to others,

Who OW, mark, such will be the end of all

hav, N ke a profession of religion, but who
lf‘crmt Christ in their hearts. Like that

ﬁme’ ‘?w“, they may deceive many for a

they? Ut they” cannot deceive God, can

z%d 0, no! that half-crown may have
Wag (;‘h")llgh a good many hands before

hapg, S8tected, but at last it foll into the

'Qg]. a:({ 4 Judge who knew that it wasnot

8o pg g, % Condemned it, and would let it
i alTther.  And now, you remember

foq,
hihi )

j“ﬂgmezd will try every professor at his| Ch

it, t; and every one that is coun-
douygeq % resl, will then be detected, con-
R and nailed to the place of judg-

St
L ?' ever; 80 thatevery timeyou throw
4€5 and Jook on this bad half
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crown, you are reminded of the awful end
of those who are not right in heart with
G()d'”,

This last sentence was evidently more
than our young friend could comfortably
bear, for he immediately exclaimed, with
his usual sharpness, “I'LL HAVE IT TAREN
ur.” Aftera few words of warning as -to
the certainty of coming judgment, we
parted.

Finding we had to wait a little for the
train, a friend who was with me, and who
had listened to the conversation, returned
to the office, and without saying a word to
the lad, he merely gave him a look, point-
ing to the half-crown, when the youth said
in a very determined tome, “I'll have it
taken up.”

How like, thought I, to the'atural heart.
“T'll haveit taken up.” It had been nail-
ed there for the purpose of warning others
against passing bad money, lest they might
be detected and brought to judgment. But
as soon as it was made, to bear as a warn
ing for his own conscience before God, he
immediately declared that he would havae
it removed. Rather than be reminded of
the fearfol end of those who have not
Christ as their righteousness, he would
silence the testimony by removing the wit-
ness. But ah! what a poor, self-deceiving
way this is of getting rid of a present diffi
culty. The future trouble remaius. Yet,
alas! how constantly this is done bot“y
young and old. ‘

Most in our day, and perhaps all who
read this,—know thal no man ean stand
approved before God in his own righteous-
ness. He may have been, touching the
outward letter of the law blameless, but
when tried by God's standard, he will sure-
ly be found deficient, disapproved, and re-

Jected.

The best things we have, or can produce,
are totally rejeeted as utterly unfit for God,
and for the place of his holiness. Fair ap-
pearances there may be, and that which
will pass among men as genuine enough
for any one. But God looks on the heart.
He has but one standard. He looks for
rvist. He tests the heart’s estimate of
Him. If that dear namebe found engraven
onits tablets as its all iu all, it will surely
pass as the genuine current coin of the
realm of heaven. But, oh!where Chyi<t is
vot the stamp of the beart, all is wikaly
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worthless to God. If he fillsit not, it must
be empty indeed, whatever else may be in
it. If there be no Christ in the heart, there
can be no pardon, no peace, no salvation,
no eternal life.

I observed that the bad half-crown had
ashining face like the good ones, and, out-
wardly, it had the same stamp upon it.
But at heart it was bad, there was no silver
there. Ouly base metal. It was a hypo-
crite—a mere professor. It pretended to
be what it was not. It had a fair outward
appearance, but no reality in heart. I ob-
served, further, that the nail of judgmeut
pierced both the head and the heart.
Mournful illustration -of the seat of. the
thoughts—the understanding-—the will—
the desires—the affections and passions,
beirng penetratéd with theiron rod of God’s
soredizpleasure.  Oh!issuch, in very deed,
the end of the mere formalist? Unques-
tionally; and of all Christless, graceless,
souls, The righteousness of God must jucge
evil. But 1 also further thought, will the
wicked at last be fixed to one place? The
doomed half-crown could not move an hair's

breadth. How monotonous—how igno-
minious! Affized to one spot, a public
spectacle.  Labelled, “ A once shining pro-

fessor, but now a detected, dishonoured,
doomed, deceiver.” But oh! thought I,
shall it be thus at Jast with all who bave
no true interest in Christ, professors or not
profggors? Most assuredly. The word
of t A\ has gone forth from the lips of
Him who cannotchange. Itstandsrecord-
ed in the statute book of heaven. And
it runs, 2and may my reader mark it well.
« He that Lelieveth on the Son hath ever-
lasting life: and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see li'e; but the wrath of
God abideth on him.”—Johu iii. 36.

My mind now turned to a case in point,
To one who made a great profession. 1
mean the man whohad not on the wedding
garment—(Matt. xxii.) It does not ap-
pear from the parable that any of the guests
thought that be was different from themsel-
ves, sothoroughly had the reality been imita-
ted. Andsoitisnow. Immense nunibersin,
the present day make a profession of reli-
gion, of whom no man on earth could feel
quite certain as to whether they were real,
or merely formal Christians, Their lives
are strictly moral, they regularly attend
sows place of worship, they give of their
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money for church, mission, and beneﬂﬂd‘
purposes; they sing psalms and hymn$
sweetly as any ove, They read the scr’F”
tures, pray and presich, it may bein publi®
and yet when the unmistakeable signs @
divine Jife in the soul are looked fory ;
search is in vain. We have to leave 84°
cases, thankful that weare not their ju
until the Lord come. . (ho
Such seems to bave been the case it t

parable. He may have occupied a I »
place amongst professors. But there ¥
no cleaving of the heart to Christ ap
trusting in Him alone. He was a strals,

. sb
to the love and grace of God m Chaﬂ
Jesus. He was a rejector of gmce’fgithi

man is saved by grace alone, through
without works of law. .
But though he had succeeded in'decelh
ing the guests, he could not deceive
king. “And when the king came 10 “’i B
the guests be saw there was a man ¥ he
had not on a wedding garment; a0 hot
saith unto him, Friend, how camest %7
in hither, not having on a wedding i}
ment? and he was speechless. Then o
the king to the servants, Lind him h;iﬂl
and foot, and take him away, and cast i0g
into outer darkness; there shall be weep!
and gnashing of teeth.” .
A%as. alas% what a close to a long hfe:g
high-sounding profession? What a8 ¢ 0
for one who has had a high place m bo
church on earth. And, alas, for footr
have not Christ. Bound hand and o
and cast into the place of judgment- bide
he must lie where he falls,  He must 3w
in the place wherein he is cast. Thereehis
a tinie when be was determined to },'avq ‘te
own will, and 1o enjoy his own way, ".";f)w
of every wm‘ning. But now hlf is nal il
the one spot. He can have 1118'0"7“9d in
and his own way no longer. W rapP~ i
the vile and worthless rags of Dbis oWl
ways, he is cast outside the preseneeé ¢
ber of the king, and has no means oment
sisting the righteous, Lut feartnl jnag ob!
that he has brought upon himse™, .
that careless, thoughtless sinners, an X
rominal professors would think Onrning»
awful realities now, and take wal o e
The time is fast coming when it d'::el]oﬁl
too late. Soon shall all who noW ° ", 8
the.earth baveto takelheirrespecme.gns of
either in the bright and sunny
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Stéms) glory, or in the dark dungeon of
Tal woe, »
('}o'ﬁh'e scriptures are gllain and absolute.
hOthjls righteous, and He can approve of
s ung less righteous than Himsel, He
the valy true God, and can aceept of no-
o ng less true than Himself. He has but
16 standard, and Christ alone is up to his
€asure, Nothing will pass as current at
¢ Judgment-seat that has not the name of
o nlnSt stamped upon it. The s'innfsr can
they be re.cewed-, approved, and justified in
Worthiness of Christ. He is the way,
hne truth, and the life. No man can come
W the Father but by Him. He is the
F?Or, the only way of entrance into the
ather's Loyse, :
fonet ader, whether you have made a pro-
00 or not, at once, with your whole
ear% turn to Jesus, in the full assurance
45 pardoning love: Be assured that
Ou‘E Waiting, ready to réceive you. Oh!
H, Ot him tot—believe Him—trust Him.
ok ‘],s “l’!e——He is wﬂlm‘g——Ato save the
ee‘: of sinners. At once, thh?ut delay,
evi) O the arins of Jesus,  Flee from vour
e abits, and from the afvful doom of
o Jarkness.  As a lost sinner, take re-
°§e,“1 Him who was nailed to the cross
N .B"mers.
Sing they were, not nails, which held Him,
'hner, there He died for thee.”
theHe Wore a crown of thorns, famb]ems of
Q‘,OWC“"SG of sin, that sinners might weara
is o of glory—fruit of grace divine.
thag Side was pierced with a so!x,her’s spear,
s Sliners might find a resting place in
of @t for ever.  He bore the judgment
Joy aOd against sin, that sinuers might en-
B eternal weight of glory. Ob! then,
Carelesy g Jonger—slight the Saviour

Binnet b e
Qol,dpne’ﬁ no longer. Believe in Him, ac-

thatmg to the word of God. But, oh!see!

tlog You believe now.  Can you lie down to
ylelx)' Another night, with all yoursins upon
ang oul? Surely not. Look to Jesus,
burdiour eyes shall be enlightened, your
Ph)phn Telmoved, «To him give all the
v l‘w()ets Witness, that through his name
miggs 07 elieveth in him shall receive ve-

" of sins.” Acts x. 43.—C. H. M.
TH T ve

® SkeD ror New Enoranp.—God sifted
Wit} 12108 that He mightsow New Englaid
Vieg, ® fluest of the wheat.—Life of White-
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BACKSLIDER, COME TO JESUS.

Yours is a peculiar case; for you have al-

teady come to Jesus, but have wandéred from
Him. You have been near, but now you are
afar off. Your sin is very great. You have
experienced something of the love of Christ,
yet have forsaken Him. You have enjoyed
{clearer light and greater advantages than
those who have never known what religion is.
You have been admitted within the fold, and
tasted the sweet pasture with which the good
Shepherd feeds his flock, yet you have strayed
from the sacred enclosure. Your declension
began perhaps in secret, by restraining prayer,
and neglecting God's Word.  Or you yielded
to some temptation, but did not go to Christ
for pardon, aud so you became gradually care-
less. You may still maintain an outward
profession of piety, but your heart is not right
in the sight of God. Perhaps you have
plunged into worldly dissipations, and are an
example of the saying, “1f any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
Perbaps even worse, you have fallen into open
sin, and brought public disgrace on the numne
of Christian.  You have lost all those oppor-
tunities of doing good which, had you not Lieen
a backslider, you would have improved. Thus
you have robbed God. You have discouraged
other professors by your coldness and incon-
sistency, and been a hinderance to many whe
were inquiring, * What must I do to be saved?”
Instead of being a blessing to others, you have
been a curse. And what is more, y ave
grieved the Holy Spirit, have crud the
i Son of God afresh, and put lim tofn open
shame. Yet Jesus, the kind Shepherd whose
fold you have left, is willing to welcome you
back. He sceks the sheep that has gone
astray. He says, “O Israel, return unto the
Lord thy God. Say unto Him, Take away all
iniquity, and reccive us graciously. I will
Leal their backslidings, I will love them freely;
for mine anger is turned away. Retura, ye
backsliding children, and I will heal yoar
Dhacksliding, for I am merciful. Only acknow-
{ledge thine indquity, that thou hast trans-
i gressed against the Lord thy Gud.  Turn, O
backsliding children, saith the Lord.

Consider these kind words. Ponder well
the parable of the prodigal son. What greater
encouragement can you need ¢ Though you
have wandered from Jesus, you may come to
.him again. He is as willing to receive you as
at first.  Stop, then, in your backward career.
Return uuto the Lord ; for “ why will ye die?’,

See Psalm cxix. 176; Jer. iii; 12-14, 22¢
Hosea xiv. 1-4; Luke xv;




234
MINISTERIAL POWER.

There are some truths of the highest
practical importance both to pastors and to
the churches to which they minister, which
though professedly believed in by all, are
nevertheless in perpetual danger of passing
down into that low and unfruitful state
which is practically equivalent to skepti-
cism. No one, for examvple, among
orthodox Christians, professes to hold
that a man is fit to preach Christ who is
not thoroughly imbued with the spirit of
Christ. Graces of oulturs, intellectual at-
tainments, all the arts of oratory and

owers of human wisdom, are in theory
Justly placed far below those higher attain.
ments whioh it is the office of the Holy
Spirit to bestow. It is undeniable, how-
ever, that simultaneously with the itnmense
benefits which eolleges and theological semi-
naries have conferred, there has erept in
more or less of a subtle spirit of unbelief
in these very truths. From the fact that
the course of training pursued is essentially
a critical and intellectual one, young men
assembled there are naturally inclined to
debate opinions, measure capacities, and
applaud demonstrations of ability, genius,
and rhetorical and scholastic skill, rather
than those of spiritual gifts and graces,
which, however little they may be calcu-
lated to secure the praises of men, are
nevertheless counted highest in the scale
of at ents which find favor with God.

This I%clination to look too much upon
the humin side of preaching, uneonscious-
ly affects the best of us. Go into any
gathering of preachers, and the chances are
that you will hear the ability or intellectual
attainments of this or that miuister dis-
cussed, his sermons criticised, his theologi-
cal opinions passed under review, or his
chances for this or that pulpit canvassed,
perhaps ungenerously considered, S, too,
inthachurches, An over-weening reliance
upon the graces of culture and the indus-
try of human wisdom often lurks in the
hearts and influences the action of those
who would in theory repudiate such an
unscriptural confidence. ~ Consciously or
unconsciously, the belief that a man will
owry weight as a poweiful minister of the
New Testament in propertion to his talents
and accomplishments, influences, far more
ta:an the Word of God will warrant, both
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the action of churches in the choice of their
pastors, and that of congregations in theiF
support.

A Christian preacher is of course &
publie speaker. Whatever contributes ¢
render him a better workman in the art 8B
mystery of eloquence is legitimate, Graces
of style, as well as intellectual attainments
of every sort, contribute to success, and 8¢
therefore desirable. Like the speaker OB
the political platform, or at the bar s
Business is to persuade men, and all the
gifts and aequirements which make up t.hO
suceessful orator in other spheres of life
are equally needful and proper on the p#
of one whose solemn office it is to urge the
great truths of Christianity upon the heartd
and consciences of men.

The error into which worldly men,
not a few in our churches are pel'pet"’“".y
falling, is in going no further than this: I
supposing that a well trained understal
ing, a good rhetoric, a pleasant voice, 37 g
a capacity for pungent, energetic expre®
sion, is the principal thing; and in fatling
to take due account of those higher sour
of spiritual power, without which al
ministrations of the pulpit are empty “'llle
vain. The Seriptural conception of ¢
mission of the minister of Christ supp®®
that the attainments of the natural unde
standing are entirely subordinate to t o
of the heart. Christ must be present !
the soul, the life of life, the light whufw
shines through and makes luminou® twr
whole substance of the preacher’s chara
and acts, This i the treasure whicB ~
committed to earthen vessels, which C‘LD
fers a divinity upon the humblests ari o
without which all the graces of l'h“wre
and the attainments of the schooyl,s’ ]Z at
merely the “poer dumb mouths t)iti‘
speak to ws from the mantle of an 8™
ous, but dead and pulseless formalis/ .

The belief, in which the most succe®
preachers and the holiest men of all 28
have shared, is significantly set forth 1
the Apostle Paul. In his own.Perst?the
experience he indicates his conceptioB © s
true source of ministerial powen - b8
not to his fine rhetoric, his eloquences On-l .
logical skill, that he hinself wasaccuse?
to attribute his success. My speeC with
my preaching,” he declares, « was “‘;:")t in
persuasive words of man’s wisdoms o
demonstration of the Spirit and of P°

and
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‘&hgmu’. “I labored mote abundantly than
©¥ all~yet not I, but the grace of God
\vr“lc' Was in me” So through all the
'Ungs of the Apostle, the preacher of the
Ii,:?el I8 represented as a man whose sub-
'© Mission it is to be w0 occupied and
{Eie;e(l by the teaching and life of Christ,
18 own life and teaching shall prove
Perpetual witness and demonstration of

¢ Spitit's power.
be;rhe history‘of Christian progress has
ce ‘“ perfectly in accordance with this con-
mg);"“ of the mission and work of the
i Eter of the Gospel. «It is not by
S&i%ht’. nor Ly power, but by my Spint
chny tl}le Lord.”  The whole history of the
ion i hag been one continuous demonstra-
the fOf.the truth ‘that God has “chosen
“the oolish things of the world to confound
o c“”se, and the weak things of the world
Hm‘:"fOUml the things which are mighty.”
01‘ld0ﬂen do we sce a man whom the
of § call.:a very ordinary pmftcher, “glow
is, il’WCh, and whose “ bodily preseuce”
but ?’hﬁ\e view of many “contempuible,”
the Vho, nevertheless, is 8o nubued. with
to }Er%es of love z.m.d zealous devotion as
Y a powerful minister of" the New Tes-
Plainm' Who has not noticed how a few
withowords, spoken out of a living faith,
of 4 Ut ostentation or any of the graces
o etoric, have often more power to
@ the soul than the most elaborately
Whi:}‘:nt appeals ¢ Here is something
mag; 1o scholastic drill, or power in dog-
* theology, or fine speaking can confer,
‘llth:.msh go back for it humbly to that
Uow‘]ne source of spiritual efficiency, a
anq edge of Chuist, which is immediate
anq ?{Le:eﬂt. which lives in us an acting
self , A force, which teaches us to die to
9% the power of the Highest.— Michi-
9 Christian ferald,

i ea

IMMANUEL.

G . .
r:)d for ever dwells near, or is moving
thag . OF 8round, those that he loves, and

the Ve opened their souls to him, though,

+ COnscioyg, i i i
w’%‘ then ness of his presence intermits
it, ﬁ:: Where, from frequent recognition of
resen Conviction grows that there is this
augh cf)e of God with us, and that thare is
Mmunion between God’s soul and

804 t6 live in the fulness and complete- |
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ours that we are every day moving in the
cireuit of his thoughts and feelings, con-
sider what courage it gives, and what pa-
tience to endure trouble. There is nothing
like the consciousness of Jmmanuel for men
that are fighting the battle of life. Give
me, of all mottovs, “God with me.” Ob,
that I might write it on my child’s cradle
—v Immanuel: God with us” Oh, that
I might write it over the threshold of my
child’s entrance into wedded life—*Im-
manuel: God with us.” Oh, that I might
write upon the garments that my child
wears, so that they should flame all over,
to theeye of faith, the motto—r‘ Immanuel:
God with us.” Ob, that I might write it
on every single book and task—¢ God
with us.”  Oh, that it might be inscribed
on every fear and sorrow—* God with us.”
I would see gleaming in the first light of
the morning, those words—* God with us.”
And at evening, when the sun goes in
glory to his rest, I would have borne back
to my eyes upon its last rays the same
words—4God with us” Aund in the
silence of the night 1 would have running
through my mind the thought of « God
with us.”  Always and everywhere I would
have for my otto, “Immanuel! Im-
manuel! Immanuel!” And every man
who bas it for his motto will feel, “ What
lack I? What do I need? If God be for
us, who cau be aguinst us?”  And what
power, what joy, what inspirggion to
nobleness, comes with this consideration,
when it has become familiarized and domi-
ciled !

There are many who object to this sacred
truth; but it will be found that those who
object to it are persons that have never
felt it. Let us spend a few moments in
answering the objections that are brought
against it.

1t is said that it will not bear the tests of
calm, scientific iavestigation. It is said
that a man trained to require that evidence
which science requires, would never con-
cede that there was any such facts as the
presence of the divine mind upon the
lwumae mind. My reply is, that science is
not yet in a condition to test interior reli-
gious questions.  Science is yet busy with
the shell of the nut. It has not touched
the kernel at all. There iv no test, a8 yet,
of science, by which you can measure this
thing. And besides, no science can ever
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interfere between a man and his own con-
sciousness. You might tell me that.it was
not possible for me to be happy in hearing
an instrument of music; and yet I might
affirm that in nothing was I more happy.
T might say to a Scotchman, “I do not
believe it is possible that a man should take
pleasure in the presence of a bagpipe,’—
and I think =0; and yet he might say,

THE GOOD

“ There is no sound on earth that fills my |
soul with such pleasure as the sound of:

NEWS.

that this corsciousness of the presenee J
God is enthusiasm, I say so too. That 19
the very doctrine—the God in wus; tho
Spirit in us.

But it is said, ¢ Although there may
have been single cases of conscious recof”
nition of the presence of God, it is pot ‘g
be preached as a doectrine for the Whor
brotherhood. It is, like a prophecy, ¢
apostleship, peculiar to the few, and not
the many.” 1 reply, that this indwelling

that instrument.” 1 have nothing more to ; of God’s Spirit is ordnined, especially ﬂ_':
say, if he bears that witness, 1If that is | expressly for the whole. Like everything

the testimony of hLis inward consciousness,

cannot conviet him. His eonseiousness
stands against all reasonings and tests.  If
a man says, “1 think,” you cannot dizprove
his thinking. If a man says, “1 feel,” |
you eannot disprove his feeling.  1f a man |
says, “I am conscious,” you eannot dis- |
prove his consciousness. And where a man |
eays, “ I am eonscious that God touches
me; I am conseious that from God an in-
fluence, an inspiration, an in-breathing, an
empowering, comes to me, which causes
my soul to mount up and kindle within
me”—where a man says that, no tests can
discredit it.

And I appeal, not to the voice of the
church speaking in articles of faith, Lut to
thousand living Christians, who say, «It
is by the presende of God with me that 1
have been able to maintain my hold on life.”
I think I may sav, without fear of exag-
geration, that there are a hundred persons
in this church to-day, who can say, «If
Christ had not abided with me, T should
many and many a time have stumbled.”
Hundreds of times I have Leard the grate-
ful testimony, (than which there cannot be
a nobler confession,) « Without the pre-
sence of God I could have done nothing:
with it I can do all things.” It isthe soul’s
witness,

But it is said that this is a mere entbu-
giasmn or fanaticism. I reply that it cer-
- tainly is not a fanaticism which is always
narrow, intense, hard, disturbing, It is the
very reverse of this. It may be an enthu-
eiasm, because the term enthusiasm means,
or originally meant, the state produced by
the God in us. "It comes from words signi-
fying, “The God in us.” And when the
old priestesses and prophets, stirred by the
Holy Ghost, prophesied, they were said to

 else, it comes more easily and fuliy to som
| than to others. Gifts of poetry, glf“‘_ e
language, gifts of skill, gitts of attectioBs
all the fundamental feelings, and the Pre
ducts of them, are distributed vari‘oﬂA‘IY’
and it is true that some persons 118 ‘}l;e
more easily into a consciousness of tb
divine presence than other persons; bu 0
his own measure it is the gift of every Q?(
that is born into the kingdom of CBM*"
In other words, T declare your smzshlf’,l
you. I announce to you that you I'nuﬁ
every one, evermore be in the consclo

presence of your Father.— Beecher.

‘WHEN?

When shall I see the day
That ends my woes;

When shall 1 victory gain
(er all my foes;

When will the trumpet sound
That calls the exiles home,

The grand. sabbatic year,
When will it come ?

A crown of glory bright,
By faith I see,

In yonder realms of light,
I'repared for me.

O may 1 faithful prove,
And keep the prize in views;

And through the storms of 1ife
My way pursue.

v

Jesus, be thon my guide,
My steps attend;

O keep me near thy side,
Be thau my friend;

Be thou my shield and sun.
My Saviour and my guard;

N And whep my work is done,

My great reward, :

O how I long to see
That happy day,
When sorrow, sin, and pain,
Shall fice away; .
, When all the heavenly tribes b ome!
Shall find their long sought
The Jubilee of Heaven,

have God in them. And when you say

When will it come ?
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THE POWER OF KINDNESS.

“Tom! Here!” said a father to his bo
. . . )
Speakmg n tones of authority. y
war el lad was at play. He looked to-
an; 8 his father, but did not leave his com-
ons,

&

‘Do you hear, sir!” spoke the father
more.sml'n]y than at ﬁrst.p ,
the blth an u n}mppy face and reluctant step,

aren(:y left his play and approached his

pa%‘f}'hy.do you creep along at a snail's
quicky :Sald the latter, angrily; «“Come
00 7! 1 want you. When I speak I
thig to be obeyed instantly. Here, take
OH,B%@ to Mr. Smith, and see that you
as f, 80 to sleep by the way. Now run
dﬁ" as you can go.”
e boy took the note.

<Clo .
bu:d upon his brow, He moved away,
at 4 slow pace.

(T8 +4

eqg O™ Tom! Is that doing as I order-

. § that going quickly #” called the

syp b When he saw the boy creeping away.

will You are not back in half an hour, I
Bpunlﬂh you"’

Ut words had I
eelings ords had little effect.
Teng,

~—

A cong,
i, O

There was a

The boy's
were hurt by the unkindness of the
He experienced = :.ense of injustice
lousness that wrong had been done
pm“’d ay] nature he was like his f‘at’h.er,
of his m_“( stubbern;,and these ‘quuhtws
in ﬁlem”;d were a.x:oused, and he indulged
wr O, fearless of consequences,
fath . ne\'er' saw such. a boy,” said the
ryeq 8peaking to a friend who had ob-
ree] e oecurrences. ¢ My w,ords make
« Kg};‘ny impression on him.”
faid g words are often most powerful,”
Th e friend,
“ e,falher looked surprised.
words,” continued the friend,

“al‘e "ld
hke, the gentle rain, and refre<hing

Aoy .

Iikesﬁ’l ut harsh words bend and break

ang st(: angry tempest. The first develop

Othey ‘:"g'hen good affections, while the

m €ep over the heart in devastation,

im i: and deform all they touch. Try

hupg, P kind words.  They will prove a
h:"flfokl more powerful.”

t ather seemed hurt by this reproof;

oft him thoughtful. An hour

duriy, ere his boy returned. At times

I8 abgen,
JQ)', and ce he was angry at the
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ment; but the words of remonstrance were
in his ears, and he resolved to obey them.
At last the lad came slowly in, with a
cloudy countenance, and reported the re-
sult of his errand. Having stayed far be-
yond his time, he looked for puuishinent,
and was prepared to receive it in a spirit of
angry defiance. To his surprise, after de-
livering the message he had brought, his
father, instead of an angry reproof and
punishment, said kindly, « Very well, my
son. You can go to your play again.”

The boy went out, but was not bappy.
He had disobeyed and disobliged his father,
and the thought of this troubled him.—
Harsh words had not elouded his mind nor
aroused a spirit of reckless anger. Instead
of jﬂining Lis companions, he went and sat
down by himself, grieving over his act of
disobedience.  As he sat thus, he heard his
name called, He listened!

« Thom:s, my son,” said his father kind-
ly. The boy sprang to his feet, and was
almost instantly beside his parent.

“Did you call, father?”

«I did, my son. Will you take this
package to Mr. Long for me!” .

There was no hesitation in the boy’
manner. He looked pleased at the thought
of doing his father a service, and reached
out his hand for the package. Ou receiv-
ing it, be bounded away with a light step.

“'There ¢ a power in kinduess,” said the
father, as he sat musing, afier the lad’s de
parture. And even while he rat musing
over the incident, the boy eame back, and
with a cheerful, happy face said,

« Can [ do anything else for you, father m

Yes, there is power in kindne-s. The
tempest of passion can only subdue, con-
&train, and break; but in love and gentle-
ness there is the power of the summer rain,
the dew, and the sunshine.

———— i - S P

Whosoever dealeth with God or man
about the sins of othiers, should look well,
in the first place. into his own. The high
priest was to take care about, and first to

1 offer for his own sins, and theun. for the sins

of the people. And they who follow not
this method will miscarry in their work.—
It is the greatest evidence of hypocrisy, for

5 | men to be severe towards the sins of others
meditated theinfliction of punish- | and carelesa about their own.— Owen.
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THE GOOD NEWS.
l\f_éY 1st, 1862,

BLESSED ARE THE POOR
IN SPIRIT.

MATTHEW V. 3.

¢

It is told in story that Austin of Hippo
was once asked what was the first step in
religion? He replied, humility. What
the second? Humility. What the third?
Humility. According to him, humility was

- the cardinal grace, the one from which all
others spring. According to Christ, humi-
lity is the same. It is here called poverty
of spirit. It is the thing which, if & man
hath, he is blessed, for his is the kingdom
of heaven. Now observe—

1st. THAT POVERTY OF SPIRIT DOES NOT
CONSIST IN POVERTY OF CIRCUMSTANCES.

The poor we have always with us, and
poverty is the legacy that some have as
Jong as they live in the world, but we often
find that those who are poor as Lazarus
are proud as Lucifer. This is te be seen
in the way young men and maidens of
limited income dress. This is to be seen in
the presumption of the poor who strive, by
using all means, by employing all arts, to
uppear so much better than they really are,
and by their speaking and acting with an
improper spirit towards those who are more
exalted in station, and better in circum-
stances than themselves, They, moreover,
think that the pinchings of poverty here
are but a preparation for another world,
where the tables will be turned, and those
who are now at the top will descend to the
bottom, and those at the bottom will be
exilted to a pre-eminence which their pre-
sent position entitles them to enjoy. But
Just as pride may be clothed in rags, so
poverty of spirit may be found in the pos-
seseor of untold wealth. It may be in the
breast of the peer as well as in that of the
peasant. It may be with the lord of the

1
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manor, as well as with the tenant who %’
habits the lonely hut on the outskirt
some moor. It may be with the wealth
merchant whose name is familiar on cha"gf’
as well a8 with the humblest man iP
employ.

Observe,—2. THAT POVERTY OF spinl?
DOES NOT CONSIST IN VOLUNTAKY POVERTY

It is told in ancient story that Di°gene.
the sage, noted for his contempt of humsl:
pride, and the forms in which society .e‘n
pressed their preferences, on one 0cca® o
went to dine with Plato. An ample 1801
cloth hung lavishly over the cable, &
tested upon the floor. This Diogenes
served, and characteristic of himself, .
stamped wpon it with his foot, and &%
I trample on the pride of Plato.” Pl:}‘;
with a ready repartee, observed, ““.“
greater pride, Diogenes.” Diogenes 15 o
forcible and well-known illustration of
pride of humility., Ignorant of himself,
put on the garb of poverty, and deell’ea
bimself bumble, He was a vietim ¥ .
delusion that misleads many. The "’Pl"efa‘
ance of humility is not necessarily humlhtl.v ‘
The making ourselves poor is not Poverry
of spirit. There may Le pride in the 8% a
of humility, There may be arr(’g’“”ce, i
leaving the abodes of refinement and flle‘l’ o
lization, to dwell in the cloister. ity
may be an assumption of superior sanc A
in the stand-back garb which some 5%
o wear as expressive of their renunciat’®
of the world, and the allurements © s
Be not deceived. Pride can dwell 1°
cloister. Ambition can be rampant ““L o
a cowl, and the decpest schemes for 0
possession of worldly wealth can be un
the most complete appearance of disr®
for it.

Observe again — Trar POVERTY o"
SPIRIT I8 NOT MEANNESS, NUR COWARDIC

Some men who are bold, blustering ap
hoisterous when there is no dﬂ'.‘ger’
cowardly when danger draweth nigh-
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“They fight and run away
€Y may live to fight another day.”
i n:epro are large in the presence of
!ma”ernd?:nols.'gro\fv gradually down to
e mensions in the presence of their
pe
;)ng to, who love to rule with a rod of
eebl:\"zl‘ Fhe yo-ung, the poor, and th'e
Powe ver alt within the compass of their
lool a-n hThese are cowards. They can't
onest man in the face, and when
n Onest man Jooks at them their head
g]&ni (:)OWn, their eye is askance,. and they
n o Y stealth. They are the tiger breed
e EWs Who can be of some use in sub-
W e::n;h bllt always ‘wound and destroy
CIf Jnstinets get play; and they are
found not only on some despotic
0usa;:lhere the .sul»jects are galled wiPh a
g Oppressions, but in ‘every‘mlxed
h'“lds n?ty. They are to be found in hus-
oy, “hi?, though the stronger vessel,
™ Y8 his strength to tease, to worry,
ayg . X the one he has sworn to cherish
tz::tect. The)j are to be found among
Whic l' Who, having the control of work
p‘iVi]e lundres are glad to take, use their
“ouy g"hto tyranuize ip trifles, and to
bettey tl(l-e spmt. of those who ecannoddo
in ever 40 submit. They are to be found
v, Y Walk of life, in every class of
) et : the 1'er/tile causes of the thousand
AMnoyances and disagreeables that
gy, m'eets with in his intercourse with
"hou arhey are not the poor in spirit, for
@ Teserved the kingdom of heaven.

That ¢,

il‘o

thrgy,

Wep, . WHAT IT I8,

W gy, a‘Ve Indicated what poverty of pirit
hE rac: € Dow say that poverty of spirit
tiog of ct‘;:“ﬂ disposition of soul, the opera-
Cmpg od ® Holy Spirit, in which we are
Jog 01? 8lf, in order to being filled with

) "8, and manifests itself—
a
Cog *€nse of wnworthiness in the sight
We nd map,

4% all poor in respect of God and

"ors.  These are the class that despots !
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Divine things. We are destitute of every-
thing that can commend us to God. We
are without righteousness, without holiness,
without strength, without wisdom. Net
only so, but we are deep in sin, having
transgressed God’s law, times and ways
without number. But by nature we are
not aware of this. We think ourselves
rich and increased in goods, and have need
of nothing, when we are wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and paked.

Now, when the Holy Spirit operates
upon our soul—when he opens the eyes of
our mind that we may see ourselves, and
when he unlocks the fastenings of our
hearts, that the rays of divine light wmay
reveal the hidden darkness within, thea we
see our own vileness, our own unworthiness,
the sins we have committed, the duties we
have omitted: and, however exalted we
may have appeared in our own eyes in
times past—however estimable we were
regarded by others, we feel that

“ We are but poor sinners, and nothing at all.”

We feel that we have lost all merit in the
sight of God, and it we receive salvation, it
must be in and through the merits of Jesus
alone.

It is different with the proud in spirit,
They perform -their round of duties, they
go to chiurch, read their prayers, and fulfil
the external requirements of the gospel, thus
they think that their good works will open
away to heaven. Some of them say they
have done nobody any harm, they have
paid their honest debts, they are at enmity
with no one, so they think they will be sure
to enter heaven, Some admit that they
are but imperfect souls. They acknowledge
that they bave the faults and failings of
frail humanity, but in the following breath
will say that there is something good about
them after all. But the poor in spirit have
lost all claims to goodness. They look only
at the merits of Jesus. The name of Jesus
is the most sweet to them. The Cross of
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Jesus is the most dear to them, for He has
died for them.

They say I am but a poor sinner, and pothing
at all,

BoT Jesus is my all and all.

The different characters of the poor and
proud in spirit, is well illustrated in the
I)arable of the publican and pharisee :—

One doth his righteousness proclaim,
The other owns his gunilt and shamy ;
This man at humble distance stands,
And cries for grace with lifted hands:
That boldly riscs near the throne,

And talks of dutics he has done.

The Lord their different language knows,
And difierent answers he bestows,—

The humble soul with grace he crowns,
Whilst on the proud his anger frowns.

But not only are the poor in spirit con
scious that they receive salvation through
the righteousness of Christ, they are also
conscious that they are made meet for
eujoying it by the sanctifying operations of

{noon, and night.

the Holy Spirit.  They know “that in
thom, that is, in their flesh, there dwelleth !
no good thing.” They knew that not only :
do the stuins of sin upon their soul require
to be washed out, but the corrupt tendency
of their heart remains to be eradicated.
Hence their earnest supplications are,
“Purge me with hyssop and 1 shall be
clean, wash me and 1 shall be whiter than
snow. Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a rizht spirit within me.” When
they talk with their fellow-saints, they are
not afraid to arknowi-dge their own vile-
ness, and hesitate not o conceal that at the
best they are unworthy servants,

It is not so with the proud in spirit.—
They look only on the outward appearance,
They study only what is outwardly right
and decorous, and if they are but free
from speck of stain of sin, so far as they
themselves can perceive, they plume them-
selves on their perfection, and doubt not
but they shall in due time enter into heaven,
They can not acknowledge that they are
pinners in the sight of God. The slightest

suspicion of the kind against them would
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be regarded as an insuit. It would be re
pelled as a slur upon them and they would
say with Hazael, “Am I a dog, that I
should do so and so.” The poor in spirit
have eyes that see no good in themselve®
They see only good in Christ. They se®
1o beauty in themselves. They see it only
in Christ. They see not how they can be
fit for heaven. but by the spirit cleansing
them from all sin, and working in them all
the needed graces.

The poor in spirit are notonly conscio®®
of receiving salvation through Christ, and
sanctification by the Holy Spirit, they 8ré
also conscious that they are preserved every
moment by the power and the providenc®
of God. Hence their prayers, morning
Hence their thank®
givings, Hence their songs of gratitude'
Hence in the hour of trouble they cal
upon God.  Hence, in the hour of per’
plexity they seek His counsel. It is not 8%
however, with the proud in spirit. If they

i have anything, thev do not acknowledg®

that they got it from God. If they mak®
anything, they say their own right, hat
hath secured it for them. H ywever mu®
they receive, they return God nothing L
kind. They draw in God’s pure air, 8°
breathe it out defiled with curses. They
partake of God's bounty from day to daf
and they never bend the knee to ackno¥”
ledge the reception, vor lift up the voice
implore a blessing upon them. They # f
practical infidels.  Living without God &
without hope in the world, How differe”
are they from the poor in spirit, who ® 3
they are nothing, they have nothing wr'
can do nothing but by the power and
mission of their God. s
This poverty of spirit is manifested XY
spirit of contentment in the situation o s
in which the individual is pla-ed. TB®
not the character of the proud in SP‘"t'.tb

They are all more or less dissatisfied 3:63
their condition. If they are inferior t© o]
neighbours they chafe, and fret, snd ¥
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And are discontented till, by some means or
another, they reach the goal of their am-
bition. If they do reach their expected
Position, are they happy then? Are their
desires satisfied with their possessions ¢—
No. They are as dissatisfied as ever, and
f they should gain the whole world, they
%ould it down like Alexander and weep
ause they had no more worlds to con-
Quer. But the poor in spirit, conscious
that they deserve nothing, if they get any-
thing at all they are sure to say that it is
tnQre than they deserve. With gratitude
they receive what they get and if it is taken
Away, they can cheerfully submit and say,
e Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away,
_IQSSed be the name of the Lord. If their
Sreumstances are mean and poor they are
Reient and thankful.  If they are rich and
Yoble, they allow not their heart to depend
™ such distinctions.  If their circum-
Mances are against them, they say its all
r the Lest, for all things work together
* good to them that Jove God, to them
I :haf‘e the called according to his purpose.
eir lot is in the midst of affliction they
.a"_" “Though no affliction for the moment
yous, but grievous, nevertheless, afier-
ﬁ&rd‘S it yielleth the peaceable fruits of
gl_“eousness.” And he says, “These light
Ctions which are but for a moment,
ok for us a far more exceeding, yea an
™al weight of glory.”

ARE ON A COMMON LEVEL,

op;l;l;:' Ppoorin spirit are all of one rank. The
% o 1ons of the Holy Spirit, level allmen
ege degree. The prince is reduced to
Ame sense of nothingness and vileness
0';1:41 peasant.. He stands on the same
%ven, walks ip the same way, enters
Sag by the same door, and is judged by
. _'De standard. He manifests his chris-
me‘f@ in ‘fhe same manngr, Rests on the
la,pmm-]ses' and enjoys the same pros-

a This commuuity of experience pro-
o h""m()ny of action among those who
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are socially distinet. Before a change was
wrought upon the superior in talent and
exalted in position, they were puffed up
with pride, and looked down with scorn
and contempt upon many of those beneath
them, But when the change took place in
them, the change was marked by a differ-
ence in the treatment of others, and
specially if these others were believers inthe
same Lord. However humble in station
they regard them as brethren. As fellow-
heirs of the same glorious inheritance. As
enjoying the same prospects, as holding the
same promises, as animated by joys and sor-
rows of a kindred kind, and instead of re-
garding them as beneath them, they were
glad to esteem each other better than them-
selves.

Though  this is the true characteristic of
the poor in spirit, it is lamentably true, that

| those who profess to be poor in spirit do

not always manifest this trait. Inward
corruption breaks out in the form of es-
teeming themselves better than others. If
their fellow-men are as useful, or as talent-
ed, or as famous, or more so, they depreciate
them in their character or their work. If
they are more exalted than themselves, they
do what they ecau to bring them down to
their own level. Thinking that by lower-
ing them, they are exalting themselves.
"This is not the characteristic that is blessed
in itself, nor the characteristic of the man
that has the promise of the kingdom of
heaven.

Blessed ate the poor in  spirit for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.

Theirs is, not theirs shall be. Theirs is,
They have it now in possession. Now are
they the echildren of God. “Itdoth not
yet appear what they shall be, but when
Christ shall appear, they shall be like him
for' they shall see him as he is.”

[Theirs és now, for the God of heaven

dwells with them. *For thus saith the
high and lofty oue, that inhahiteth eternit
whose pame is holy. I dwell in the hig
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and holy place, with him also that is of a
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humbleand to revive the heart
of the coutrite ones.” Isa. 58, 15. .

Seek my readers, this poverty of
spirit. “The sucrifices of God are a broken
spirit: & broken and a contrite heart, O
God thou wilt not despise.” Ps. 51, 17.

Better it is to be of an humble spi:it with
the lowly than to divide the spoil with the
proud. Prov. 16, 19.

d

FAREWELL WORDS OF A
TRAVELLER.

(From the French.)

There is always something painful in the
separation of two friends. When one has
for some time enjuyed the society of a per-
son for whom he has an esteem and an
attachment which be shares, he cannot bid
Lim a last farewell without painful feelings,
especially if he has no hope of seeing him
again. Thus, when Paul bade farewell to
his friends from Ephesus, they were deeply
distressed at it, “but most of all for the
words which hLe spake, that they should
see his face no more.”

We have spent but a short time together;
before we were straugers to one another,
ana we are about to become so again; each
of us is about to continue his journey, and
it is very likely that you will never see me
again. But, though our acquaintance has
been s0 short, I desire to leave you a token
of remembrance at separating from you,
perhaps for ever. Each of us belongs to
the great family of mankind ; we each pos-
sess a treasure of great price, an imimortal
soul, and we are both travelling to the
same destination, the life to come. My
friend ! for it is as such that I regard you,
permit me to bid you a tender farewell, and
to remind you that if we do not see one
another again on earth, we must however

find one anbther again in another werld; |-

we shall find one another when our souls
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shall have left this clay covering ”1:’;
there shall be no more either day or DISv it
when spring shall have cea el to sho¥
solf after winter, and summr to f© ow
spring; when the sun shall have ¢
shine, and the stars to twiukle; ¥
months, years, ages—yea, t:me itself ®
be no more; when the voice of the
angel and the trump of God shall
summoned the dead to appear, and P 5
clainied the arrival of the day of jlldgmeb o
And then, where shall we see one anot
again ¢
bSkall it be in a world quisery? St}{
we lift up our eyes in the midst O
ments, to discover ourselves in that. }fof"
place from which we can never be deliv® u
What a meeting that would be! what ¢ "
we say to each other, and with what o
would we contemplate our misery reg
ting that we had ever met pefore!! N
But if we find one another 3% a]nhull
heaven ! O delightful thought' we -
hail one another with a smile moré ot
ful than the brightness of a beautiful"jJ -
ing. Let us examine, then, if W8 ”‘lenl;lg
pared for that holy place; for non® i
its sncred gates, except he has beet o art
pared unto glory.” O! my 50“1’. ?t ith
thou disposed? My friend ! how ! ‘ai"’ﬂ
you? “Ercept a man be bort @ By
He who shall fix our portion for evel o

et

bav®

“he cannot see the kingdom ° - ouf
Have you been born again? 1ho face:
sins are pardoned, we cannot sce onod'

of God with joy; are your sius par 0 63
Without the robe of righteousnes® * ot of
not have a place at the marriage sug i
the Lamb; are we justified and & t,,ud
in the name of our Lord Jesus C elightf“l
by the Spirit of our God! Do o
hope! glorious prospect! If W@ "y oot
creatures in Christ Jesus, if He lswe sh’u
hope, if we bear His image in us’lofiﬁod'
meet again happy, triumphﬂ“lt; @ﬁ ot %;
But, in either case, we 8 n‘.j&a‘

summoned be‘ore the judgmé




gf:”t; for we must all appear there to
receiv?(;zunt to God that every one may
% to g ¢ things done in his body, accord-
5 at ke hath done, whether it be good
* There, every work shall be brought
Udgment, and all secrets sball be made
rone Jesus shall be seated on His
deay. urrounded by the living and the
forg 1 ?be great and the small shall be be-
the Wilcr? He shall separate the good from
theg od, as a shepherd separates the
M the goats; He shall say to the
uco"n:h" shall be at His right hand—
.* @ blessed of my Father, inherit
fouy d:;_gdom prepared for you from the
My ¢ t‘l‘l’n of the world.” But, He shall
hay, d\“e Wicked, who shall be at His left
% pre epatt, ye cursed, into everlasting
Py N Pared for the devil and his angels.”
howevl:s We shall not see one another; but,
& g7 shall both bo theres shall it be
famg i“ght or at the left? both on the
b fay ede, Or on opposite sides? Must one
Bogng rthe other lost, whilst the one shall
d""ni beaven, must the other be cast
Roygy .+ the pit of hell, so that we shall
Y, €ach other again—never?
to sy Mmediately answer that you desire
Rog hOWthat calamity, but that you know

ilno j
know

of J, % do so.  What was the answer
Vay, 4 . a like question? “I am the
Untg 4 truth, and the life; no man cometh
ey ® Fatber, but by me.” Would you

}‘ell? now ?JOW you can be delivered from
~« am Tist himsglf says to you in reply
tnoy, " the way?  And if you would
il givow You can enter into heaven, He
Pt % You the same answer— I am
frgm’t\ he way which will conduct you
“hig ¢ shadow of death,—the way by
loveg ,7°% shall enter into life” God so
s orld that He gave His only be-
&% 'hould’ that whosoever believeth in
Rg,‘ B"o‘ Dperish, but have everlast-
2 18d ¢ ehold  the salvation which is
oo pguiZ O for that Christ hns died and
* “Consider what 1 say, and
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the Lord give you understanding m all
things.” Do nos forget these counsels; they
are given you by one who earnestly desires
your eternal happiness; regard them as the
last words of a friend. If you have already
thought of these things; i, by divine grace,
you enjoy 3 blessed hope, look if you can-
not find means to advance the glory of God
and His kingdom in the souls of your
brethren. Did you ever hear of any one
having repented, on his deathbed, of having
served the Lord with too much zeal? The
mnore we are impressed with the thought of’
eternity, and the more clearly we see the
opportunities of usefulness which are put
within our reach, in proportion as the pass~
ing away of our days brings us near the
dread tribunal, we hear the more distinetly
that awful sentence, Cast the unprofitable
servant into outer darkness; there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. “When
I die,” said a zealous and unwearied Chris-
tian, “ I shall feel the greatest sorrow and
the greatest joy—the greatest sorrow be-
cause 1 have done so little for Christ—the
greatest joy because Christ has done so
much for me.,” But if, wnhappily, you
bave lived till the present in indifference,
and in forgetfulness of these things, O!
think how short the time is; your days
come and go; you cannot recall one hour,
one moment. The sun once stood still at
the command of Joshua, but time did not
stand still. The sun went back ten degrees
on the dial of Ahaz,but time continued its
course with the same rapidity. It rushes
onward, and carries you towards eternity.
You risk everything, you mav be lost for
ever, Wherefore, by the awful authority
of God—by the terrors of death and of
the last judgment—by the joys of heaven
and the torments of hell—by the value of
your immortal soul, I pray you, I entreat
you, to rouse yourself from your security,
and improve the favourable moments of
life. The world is passing away, and every-
thing is disappearing around you, can you
then remain easy in this world, without
being prepared for eternity? Rouse your
soul, now, at the vaice of a friend, before
the last trampet give you a call of another
kind, Now the God of hope Ul you with
oll joy and peace in believing, that yow
may abound in hope, through the power of
the Holy Ghost. Farewell,

METIS, Cqu T\:F'
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AN ABSTRACT OF THE BIO-
GRAPHY OF SAMSON.

BY REV. THOMAS SHARP, ASHBURN, C.W.

( Continued from our Last.)

2. As A Fauen Husann.—The mar-
riage feast was eclebrated according to the
rude and revelling customs of the uncir-
cumeised in the land, polluting and profan-
ing that holy ordinance of marriage by
pouring forth libations.and sacrifices to
Dagon their god, as they did afterwards
when they came to triumph over the ruin
of this mighty champion of Israel. The
promise or pledge of marriage which he
made to the woman, if she inclined to hcld
him to it, he durst not have recalled on the
ground that his capricions faney had
changed, or that he had lost conceit of her:
Had Samson changed and pled to be off
on that ground, he would be pitied as an
imbecile, or scorned and hated as a selfish
and heartless villain. But if there was no
such fluctuation of his fancy, but reason
and conscicuce rising up and rebuking him
for ever having so yielded to his funcy as
to have deliberately preferred the ercature
to the Creator, and to have purposed to
separate himself from God and his people
for that creature’s sake, by marrying her
in the open face of the written law of the
Lord, and before he actually married, stung
with religious remorse, say, How can I o
this great wickedness and sin agaiust God ?
A retreat thus made from devout and con-
scientious convictions, must have humbled
and afflicted him even till he died. And
yet it would have been his clearly incum-
bent duty that very instant to have resiled.
But having actually married, would it have
been his duty to have sued for a divorce if
he had even then come to have been con-
vinced of his sin? There was no remorse
after the marriage, whatever he may have
felt before it; for oti the veeasion of his wife

being taken from him and given to anotber | the husband?  Surely not.
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s
man—which was virtually a (il;Vdr("é‘;::’.
stead of his grasping at this as a very v
send, as a fair opening for his return ¥
right with God, he was the more ince?
and maddened. This trait of Samﬂ?“s
character is all the more deserving of noti®?
for as in the case of every one whose b i
departeth from the Lord, there is 2 ceﬂ:ad
mark standing on the side of the jbl‘t
road, which, if the sinner pass swiftly 1* b9
dark, as he is exceedingly apt to 40, ing
difficulties in the way of his ever thin¥! 1
to return increase so fast, that at tbab P
ticular point he may be said o bave enl"o‘
spiritually into the dark valley and 5?8
of death, so that it is only by suftering
he did, perhaps many times more ‘hﬂnﬂ‘e
the bitterness of death, that you ¢a% >
come out of it. Beware, then, of all ,naﬂ.c
of evil, and of inordinate desires, from wh'lllg
vou_ are exhorted to flee; In t'“mPe:‘-er
with sin; especially where there has b
previously existed anything like 8 hea? irib
acquaintance and intimacy with the ?t,PbY
of holiness, you so grieve that spr
your wilfulness, distaste or positi“'e e
and hatred of his counsel, that ke with 4t
from you as the God of all grace 0
you like Samson in an unguarded Z't ,,
some step of ycur own choosings 3"" ' o
ing your whole future life, and casmlgo) I'g
aside atlast a melancholy wreck and 2 wil
menty as this lapsed believer was anwhich
be even for ever, if the rigour Wi o ealh
the Lord, most merciful as he i8 48¢ ;
ous, must needs very often resent b b
ture's'hiighting of him and turnig o
determined obstinacy from his ways thsb
soon do you see the godless mil"l'] ¢ 3 0
marriage turned into heaviness o D2
melancholy, and threatening t0 o 1ol
for ever in domestic wrangling A" £ bi#
Why did he conceal the solllt‘o“W bi#
riddle from bis wifo? Hia reas?® L 1o
not having previously told his PA**" h“:

. ith
- of terfere W!
the duty of a son to in Betweed
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1)::?‘:3(? ;vife t,here. ghould be no secrets
tean tl; Or none living shoul.d come be-
‘hing_ ';[1:1 for a .preferable claim for any-
shal] leay, €y twain are one flesh. A man
i w.: his father and mothe'r, and eleave
ave ‘ﬁe It was therefore his clear duty
n by 8t put 1“? trust in his wife; bl.lt
B0 gy }? ¥ou no pity for the man who, in
Marig g, our, has.co‘mml.tted himself to a
al OStbe?f that kind, which made that and
oWy l‘:")’ Othex: mora.l .d.uty a sort of
Arrig dgl moral impossibility. Had he
o -1"11 th‘e Lord, as the son of such a
ntg e;tuhcl still more of sn(:h a mother so
¥ 1ela and so devout might have been
1 to do, how would he have trusted,
oma;)ved,’ and all but worshipped the
Sa son With whom he was 8o united.
lntg se‘qta}?Pe“l‘s to have been a man of the
edead ondness, and ready to fight to
Begy, L for the just rights of everyhody,

Use f . R
‘»‘f Lis own innate and invineible

€re .
- Coy e to truth and equity. But how
toapy ® trust such a woman as that? Her

With an_d Incessant opportunities prevailed
Tidgl " and he disclosed to her the
hey 0; _Thls he did, not because he loved
b dyy "Usted her, or saw and felt it to be
thay, éyc‘ For no other conceivable reason
With ¢ ef“lse‘, like the importunate widow
Sevgy N Wjust judge in the parable, for
anq Orrzﬂ s.he lay sore upon him, teasing
Blggy o ng bim night and day, until
him, € Worked it, out and wrung it from
'Il:rc]-]il‘ is a specimen of the evils of
ly Ncies “ges made on the strength of

t, 5 3 Or grosser passions which never

810ry ¢ Making of which God and Lis
lfls coy U0t in the least regarded; and
Wait : 80 far from being sought and
ay,

d hat:;]ls an object of suspicious dislike
* Cun you then swppose that
i thay tn d.i"g his SOX} for no other
fﬁth!e]f as ong Interest you intensely about
er, ang a who is more t.o you thqn a
- you thi your ea!tthly kmdre(li besides

» uk that he can take it well to

U * Bfter g
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find himself, by professing Christians, sa
often as he is, in such matters, overlooked
and left out altogether? Do not think to
eseape with such conduet, more especially
if, at any former period, you have had any
intellizent and confidential intercourse with
God. God is Joath to part with any of you
to the devil; and it is impossible that he
should ever consent to quit you unless you
should yourselves provoke him to it ; for he
declares of all those of you who have ever
truly known his name, and really believed
in him, that he will visit your transgressions
with the rod and your iniquities with stripes
—that you shall be judged in the world
now, that you may not be judged or con-
demned along with the world hereafter,
and that the misery, distress, and perad-
venture the very death of this backslidden
believer, who could not otherwise have been
reclaimed, is but a picture and a prophecy
of what must be fulfilled in you, if, after
having tasted of the good gift of God and -
the power of the world to come, you turn
thus wilfully away from him to fulfil any
one of all the deceitful lusts, whether of the
tlesh or of the mind. The main ingredient
of Samson’s character had now quite ceased
to be piety, but it still continued to be
patriotism, and a sense of ourtraged and un-
viudicated justice that ever provoked him
to retaliate, proportioning the outlet of it
to the exact amount of injury done him;
and even i his dying moments it gleams
forth like the last, and therefore the very
brightest, flash of an instantly expiring
flame.  « Strengthen me, I pray thee, only
this once, O God.” The murder of Sam-
son’s wife Ly the Philistines was the occasion
of a revival to his soul. On the rock Etam
you find the son of such a mother thinking
on his ways. Grace is not hereditary, yet
all observation proves that mere intellectual

and moral gifts very often are, and seem
oftenest to come by the mother’s side. How
surpassing wonderful must each of these
steps of Providence have appeared to him;



M6 THE

such as his having rushed most wilfully
into that marriage, thereafter having striven
to make the best of it, and in spite of him-
sclf being involved in such wretched wrang-
lings and broils as forced on a separation;
and though by the interference of another
meddler he had been as good as divoreed,
he had striven to be again enthralled, till
now that He who maketh the wrath of man
to praise him, did, by the wicked hands of
tliese cruel Philistines themeelves, force him
to be as free as before his marriage. Even
without, inheriting his mother’s wondrous
talent to reason and reflection, yet he who
once had believing and intelligent inter-
course with God must have been struck
with the awful interposition of God, whose
boliness he had disliked, whose counsel he
bad dreaded, and was willing to forget that
he will be sanctified of all them that draw
near unto him. Burying himself in soli-
tude, he meditates and prays, and this amid
the remembrance of the sins of that god-
less marriage, by which another far more
helpless and less criminal than himself was
involved, to sec if he can discover any path-
way for his return to God, resume his lost
position with him, and be as it were a child
again. Had he been suffered to remain in
such serious meditation for any length of
time, the penitent would doubtless have
shown himself far holier and wiser, and
fitter in every way to judge and rule for
the Lord in Israel. But as this present
evil world, with its cares, business, and
amusements, returns and intrudes upon
many of you, and dissipates all your reviv-
ing piety and penitence into nothing, so
did it fare with this sore-stricken Israelite,
who had almost turned once more to the
Lord; but prosperity returning, and peace
along with it, the way was repared for
those relapses and pollution which precipi-
tated him into that horrid prison, or rather
furnace, from out of which he was. sgved,
yet so as by fire. v

8. Samsox a8 A Fariew Jupcy,—~A

|
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very considerable period of time had eIaP‘“_!
between the revival of his soul at Lebi 3™
the grossly sinful acts which stained b*
Iatter end: for it is about the close of tho%®
twenty long years of his judgesbips ;.;n 1
whilst he was yet in the noonday P”_m ®
and blooming vigour of his days, beiok
about the fortieth vear of his age, tha! b
so miserably fell again. During 8 Jong
period, his spiritual character had bee? go-
ing on deteriorating, and secretly wasting
away. He began to relax his efforts ep
grow remiss in the discharge of the dutie?
of his peculiar vocation; for you never re#
a word more of his gallant enterprizes ?“(
exploits as the destroyer of the Phil'ﬁtlﬂes
for the deliverance of Israel, and v&1*
supposing that he had accomplished =
that he had to do, having well carned B
nation’s gratitude, he should settle downf
and be at rest, enjoying his rich and €
earned honours as a judge, and letting
Philistines and their modified tyl‘ﬂﬂny ?ﬂ
extortion alone, It was Samson's b"’sett‘ntg
sin that recurred and ruined bim 8t b
though not immediately.
lusts of the flesh has the faculty of T ,
ing and hiding itself,and lying in S04
and watching there its opportunity s 8
when, like Samsen at Etam and Leh, an
seem to have given it a mortal sw:?’ il
driven off it retires and for a time it ¥ 10
but as a repulsed and retreating tige" v ods
although disabled by a gunshot 'You
will as certainly return by and bye l:rack

dark, knowing wlrere to find you by Kled
ing the scent of the blood which had ¢ ¢ib
from his side. Thus your besem“%at it
retires, leaving a tracing of e, 50 ¥ after
will most certainly rewurn, it M8y °

fore livo

half a life-time; and you must ‘beive b
armed, and entrenched, and vig"’"’t’

it may never dare to come nigh ¥ o in #
the God of all grace, the Lord B 'y
great measure departed from SATTL o by

be still continner to cm'mtemm;f’ur".e]lel‘"
di-pensing ta him one of thos¢
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\\, .
ig‘: Wwhich are so perfectly distinct and
repe o from , that you see a similar
l(’#l‘atlon every day in the case of those
Yalleessfed disciples of Christ, who, though
o " from grace through the lusts of the
o r,eyet retain unimpaired all those gifts
ot,he,asomng’ convincing and converting
oy Ien,  But after the profanation of
now by which, from his birth, he had
bis Consecrated to the Lord, in pity for
e, c0very and in wrath for his chastise-
T Be stripped him also of his gifts.
im took him by surprise and stunned
the ;04 the first intimation he got that
ord had departed from him for a time
sé‘ﬁs and graces, was his finding that
ingy ogered as he rose, and fell helpless
the hands of those savage operators,
broy E’Oceieded to put out his eyes, and
Yo gdt him down to Gaza, where they
him _hlm. in fetters of Lrass, and made
tword in the prison-house. There is
bapt_%n the Nazaritish vow and Christian
over M close resemblance. Both extended

, S the whole term of life, and the pre-

Wit U8 of the hair was like our baptism
Wa): VAT, in its being a sign and seal of
o fll{lﬁgl a covenant with the Lord, blessed
for g, 20d as dangerous to break. But
thoy 4Mmson to intimate to the Lord that,
groy o2 DPledged to him for life, he had
Wag ), tited of him and of his service, and
wilfy es?l"esl to quit both and take hisown
Mgy, Y in all time coming, wherever it
shf“n ead him, From this he naturally
let o, He would not do it himself, nor
2o, 18do it for him. And so does many
Orgj a:;' 'ng to his biptism and the other
the o008 of the sanctuary. Long after
have &g'ous_ principle and piety of youth
Lave ed, like this Israelite, they would
that wgrave fears of entering on anything
tug)) ofﬂd seem to say that they had ac-
a]t(’get,llleno““ced God and Jesus Christ
%nseque"’ and were prepared to abide the

¢fices. Bug in process of time from

%ven t
ang g, '8 they will fall away, their fears

by " eebodings of evil being lulled to sleep
Seizg th €ncroachment of sin, nntil God
Dagg O™ and cast them into a fiery fur-
they be forced, in the bitterness

b Soul, to own that the Lord bas de-
 ragyenr them. How long Samson was
torg, fmn:mg strength, we can only conjec-
Rrenjy, . ' being indicated by the pro-
8rowth of his hair, Never until

a)
of thoiy
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then had he gotten back his strength; but
with the completion of that slow process he
became himself again; not merely in gifts,
but still more richly adorned with graces
also. His hair was what baptism is to you,
a sign and seal of your personal covenant
with God. And the growth of the hair
signified the growth of Samson’s returning
confidence in that covenant and the renewal
of it, as the forgetting of it was the imme-
diate cause of his ruin. He had medita-
tions about God and himself as he lay
-nightly on the earthen floor of that gloomy
cell. In former days he had reasoned about
God as though his single attribute was
merey, so now that he is fast sinking into
melancholy, threatening to end in inadness,
he is sure to reason about God as though
in his mind there existed nothing but stern
justice alone. After a while this despair-
ing saint did, in his blindness, grope about

 till feeling at Jength for the covenant, he

laid his still timid and trembling hand upon
it. And immediately as he did that, his
courage slowly rallied, returned, and grew,
as indicated by the growth of lis hair, and
by and bye he felt that he was growing .
stronger than ever.  And when God in his
providence brought on the day that all

-those uncircumcised, doomed and devil-

like idolators were assembled into one place,
setting him conspicuously between the two
great central pillars of it, to make him
cruelly their sport: yet he who was now
again in sympathy with the mighty One
who overrules the creation, through his
recovered hold on the covenant, which in
an evil hour .he had let go, now lifted up
his heart in prayer again unto heaven.
And whilst he was yet speaking, He that
dwelleth in the heavens hearkened and
heard and gave him all his desire ; so that
the first morning of his days was bright as
the sup and beautiful, his last moments
were sublime as is sometimes the setting of
that great lulninary, when amazed, you
call to each other to look out, and see how
he puts forth even more than all his strength
agzain, and amid what srpassing glories he
is retiring from the world. All going to
convince you of this blessed trath, that
however it may be in other placas of crea-
tion, yet here, where all have sinned, God
sets more value upon the solitary sincere
repentance of every single one of you, than
even upon all the righteousness of all the
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righteous that never fell; and that judg-
ment is indeed his strange work; and that
there is none like unto Him that so de-
lighteth in mercy. Thus prayed, and thus
died, one of the greatest champions of eartl,
and worthy therefore, was he to be borne
away from the ruins, carried by many bre-
thren and by the house of his father and
laid in the place of his father’s sepulchres,
as a prince and a great man, who had
fought and had fallen gloriously that day
for Israel’s liberties and for the honour of
Israel's God. It is but a little while, and
you shall see him raised along with your-
selves in the day of the Lord, and standing

probably among the foremost of those most |

blessed saints of whom it is written that
they loved not their lives unto the death;
and they laid them down for their brethren ;
and they overcame by the word of their
testimony, and by the blood of the Lamb.
Amen.

s @

WHAT 1S INVOLVED IN A JEW
CONFESSING CHRIST ¢

Concluded,

“T had now a duty to perform, nor could
I rest tiil it was performed; which was,
to go and sec my parents, We had not
met for some time; and although I knew
it would be a most painful interview, yet
to have omitted a visit to them at this par-
ticular time, would have amounted to a
virtual admission that I acknowledged my-
self in error.

“«Thou, O Lord, are a shield for me,
my glory and the lifter up of mine head.
Never shall I forget the morning I went to
my parents ; it was the last time I saw
thew, an:d in all human probability we
skall not mect agai in this world, A ser-
vant admitted e, and I fancied I could

read in her countenance that I was con-'

sidere:i an intruder. I felt mch agitated
as I entered the room where my parents
were sitting ar breakfast.  As I approach-
ed them, the: averted their faces from me.
I bade them good morning, and inquired
after their Lealth ; a pause ensued, and. for
two or three minutes I received no reply.
My father then raised his head from his
hand, on which he had been leaning, and
turning to me with a look of contempt and
indignation, addressed me nearly as follows:
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¢« How dare you have the temerity, 8% g
enter the house of parents you bave o
grossly offended ? 1 said, ¢In what 1:‘;”‘
I so much grieved you? He replied, od
the abominable act you have commit u'
for ever separating yourself from yo
family and nation) o

«1 attempted to speak about the M
siah, but he would not allow me to proc "
“You have brought shame and rep’ w0
upon your father's house” T asked if
we were not under the curse pronolg,] o
upon all whe did not keep all the oth"
mandments, and endeavored to shoW

| difference of being under Grace and UP

the Law, My fuher said, T will not e at
into any discussion with you: you Wer’~
liberty to maintain your own opinio® G
you objected to the forms and servioes ke
religion; but you had no oceason t0 e
it publicly manifest that you diSaPPrOu]d
of them. In your own house you ™’
do as you pleased, but in public you m]gou
have kept silence concerning anyﬂ}mg }‘119-,
deemed ohjectionable in your instxt‘ut‘gﬂe
I replied that in doing so I shout i3
been a decided hypoerite. My father s
¢You bave connected yourself with bY of
eritey, and deccivers, and Worsll‘ippers f
devils, in preference to the worshippe
the true and only God.” I was abot
explain who and what we worshi])l)e_’ . in
how completely the Jews were in !
not worshipping the Z'riune God © ;
Christian, whose existence was as 1038 he
in the Ol Testament Seriptures 83 m 1y-
New; but he would not sutfer me t0 repw,
“¢ (30, he said, ‘and never dare
this house again, unless you l'epent Oheso'
wicked deed, and forever renounce L i
ciety of idolaters, If you had comﬂ;
any crime, however heinous, short no“'I
tacy, I could have forgiven you; bu't D
shall try to forget you. You are 13& lﬁ
the hear(s of your parents, but YOy pe
not go unpunished; fora time you "ust
a slave to these Christians, and_ OJu and -
they please; they will then despisC yzn’w of
cast you off, leaving yeu to the mmornﬂ“d
your own conscience, and to the 80 idy B!
derision of Jews and Gentiles. Babe the
did not expect that such would ever vorsd
case” He thereupon mention®® =, ob-
cases which had come under his & 2o pe
servation, to bear him out iR ';’ ‘tmﬂl
asserted. Isaid ‘I did not fear ¥o© ~

en
v this
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weld do to me, for God had promised Ho
in Himn’Ot forsake those who put their trust

[
¥ ,H:rrf’Plied. “The pron‘lise? are not to
ear )lml ha\:e forsaken God. My poor
her o Other, with uplifted hands, and with
ged cheeks bedewed with tears, be-
U me to seck a reconciliation with
Y taking 'enance, that is to say, to
Cxpy e&:he chief Rabbi or High Priest, and
8y my contrition for the abominable
tia ; fld committed in em'x'n'acing Chris-
rg';:l:lld state how desirous I was of;
T to Judaism.,  He would then ap-
for, Certain acts of penance for me to per-
1 he, "i"*l after the expiration of afew days,
t ¢ Ul receive absolution, and be restored
t loges of the Jewish *religion, to

l.le privi
n JOY of (e
W,

people, more especially ofg
Mdred, who considered a 'triumph}
wmy 7€ thus obtained over the Geutiles,
ﬂict.ednS appeal from my dear mother af-
Fpal‘ed e greatiy,—O coultd I have been
oy " itl Ml—thix was indeed as a thorn
Ungg, e“'hfl’ut 1 felt as<ured that T was |
Iy St ‘¢ guidance of the Lord, and He was
4 Ehgth qad wmy stay. 1 therefore ad-
!’Ow QXQ;".‘" dear Jarents, and toh,‘l tlxem,
l’f‘emi“ ‘f(l“’fl'].\.' puined 1 felt at being un—
d‘*tremnu“)' tie cause of so mueh griefand
of 4 ..Of mind 1o them, in consequence
'ence T erroneaus views of the late oveur-

|

ﬁlin\i ‘I axxured then that go far from my |
g .e, "“f\ duty being diminislied, it \V:lSi
Breg,, "HY Terasing, for that I now felt!

:elf?ll‘(l;_]mfm i
et

Oy de&

tem

Ty
t]ti() e

thau before in their spiritual
abpealed to my former cuu«luwt}
17 over offended them in word |
Lo ever, said 1, ¢ you may eon- |
200 sh‘a";‘”ri enstme off, my constant pe-
hd a%‘ "\‘: offerel up for vour weltare ;!
ao \b‘\!cu that, Lhmu.gh the grace given |
co a.nythiny(,t he kuﬂ)cr of ‘lsmel, T will never ‘
n‘:?*_il “]mi that xnidl bring sh.:mxe or dis-
Sigyy PN myself, my relations, or my
OF voy hat is false,’ said my father,
'euonnci 1ave done that already, by openly
Yo "8 your God, and the God, of
S‘::; il})d now, he F:ontinued, I wish
N ‘e"zleave tal;guments with you: you had
ence o 18 Bouse” T replied, ¢ As my
?“hm, PPears to cause you so much un-
Ay, I,;aacobey » and may the God of Abra-
SOt 0 aud Jacob, by hLis Holy spirit
“4A dy U and guide you unto ali truth.”
Bow by this’dispensation of Pro-
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vidence my Saviour became more precious
to me, for no one can sympathize with his
people like Jesus. My father and mother
had forsaken me, but the Lord hath taken
me up. What astonishing mercy! O may
I ever be willing to suffer the loss of all
things, so that I may win Christ!

«[ knew there was nothing now before
me but affliction, poverty, distress and per-
secution, but 1 likewise knew that God was
able to supply all my need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jests. We were
considered a3 dead by both our families,
and on such occasions the parents brothers
and sisters of the deceased are compelled,
according to the Rabbinical law, to sit for
seven days on very low seats, to rend their
carments, and to mourn for the departed
soul.  During that space of time they must
not leave their houses, nor transact any
business, and I believe their misquided zeal
would (if they had possessed the power)
have actually realized what was done in
semblance, ¢ e. they would have buried
me.”

A KAREN GIVER.

A Karen woman, who had heard of
Jesus, and Joved him with all her heart, lay
upon the bed of death.
miserable place, a mere hut, and everything

The house was a

in it showed that the dying woman was
very poor.  But she was rich in faith and
in good works.

One day the missionary ealled, and after
spending some iime with her in conversa-
tion and prayer, rose up to go away, when
the geod creature begued him to stop a
little longer.  She then crept along to an-
other part of the hut, and eoming back to

| the mixsionary, put a rupee (sbout two

shillings), into his hand. At first he did
not know what she meant, and said to her,
« What is to be done with this?” “ This
is very little,” she xaid, “ but it is all T have,
and it is to help the cause of Christ.”—
“For days,” adds the missionary, “ I could
not cease reflecting on the expression, «This
is to help the cause ‘of Christ” When I
thought of the withered hand and wrinkled
face of her who gave it, that rupee was
magnified a thousand times beyond its real
value,” :
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Sabbath School Lessons.
Muy 11th, 1862.

JACOB IN EGYPT,—Gzx. xLv. 1-31.

1. Joseph intimates to Pharaok the arrival of
his father and brethren.

He did so through respect for his sovereign,
and to announce to him that his commands
had been obeyed.  Pharaoh had commanded
that Jqscpl’s family should settle in the best
of the Land of Egypt, chap. xlv. 19. One
would suppose that a bare invitation would
kave been sufficicnt when what was required
of them was so much for their own interest,
and yet there are many so infatuated as to
neglect an invitation unspeakably more pre-
cious, a command infinitely more merciful.

I1. Joseph presents five of his brethren to
Pharaoh.

This presentation to the king would tend
to raise them in the estimation of the Egyp-
tians. Observe, Pharaoh enquires, concern-
ing their occupation, v. 3. All should have
some employment, cither of head or of hand,
and it is the duty of magistrates to sce that
all are occupicd in some uselul calling, and
that there are no uscless drones in the social
community. 1f any of them execclled in
their business, Pharaoh wished that they
should be made his chicf herdsmen—¢rulers
over his cattle! In whatever trade or pro-
fession we may be engaged, we should en-
deavour to become proficient; and it is only
right that they who have attained the
greatest excellence in their pursuits should
obtain preferment.

II1. The respect shown by Joseph to his
Sather.

He next introduced the aged patriarch to
Pharaoh, “and Jacob blessed Pharaoh,” v, 7,
He who was called Isracl, who like a prince,
had power both with God and man to prevail,
prayed to God for him. Pharaoh had shown
kindness to Jacob, he had bestowed wpon him
the best that he had, and now Jacob rewards
him with the only rccompence that he had
in his power to give, he recommends him to
the goodness of Him who is the King of
kings; and who knows but that Egyptian
monarch may be now enjoying, and shall
-enjoy through all eternity the benefit of the
patriarch’s blessing . the prayers of God’s
people are not to be despised.  Pharaoh
-asked Jucob's age, v. 8. The king was struck
with his vencrable aspect, as Jacob had pro-
bably attained to » much greater age than
was common amongst the Egyptians.—
Jacob’s answer is obscrvable. He measures
his life by days; for every moment of time
we shall have to give an account unto God.
He compares his life to a pilgrimage; he con-
fessed that he was a stranger and a pilgrim
here, that he sought a better country, that is
a0 heavenly, Heb. xi. 13, 14. He describes
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the days of his life as having been fe'i)‘,,
is remarkable that even to them ‘_Vho oﬂ"
attained the greatest age, their life 8PP’
quite short when they look back upoB l&g
hundred and thirty years did so to Ja"‘;i«‘
How short then must the period of 0Uf "o

appear to Him, to whom a thousand yesr®

but as one day. He confesses that they
| been evil; not one of them had becn_P“ 0
!in a manner in strict conformity W!
. will of God. Evil was the character ©
lall.  And have we not all to make the sgoﬁ
| confession? If we think that we haveé g
{ we deceive ourselyves, and are in amos Tyg

gerous condition.” But if we have Se"’;b]ed
;evil of our lives, and have been enotle"‘
| through grace to lay our sins on the §p ed”
{ Lamb of God, then are we blessed lﬂdgr we
| By the grace of our blessed Redeem dsfs
i shall be dying more and more, eveTYes -
unto sin, ang living unto rightcoﬂs‘n we
And though like the patriarch Jaco® e
ought with sorrow to-look back UPO" gy
evil of our past lives, yet like him the 1
be filled, also, with juy and praise at ar
trospect, when we consider all Fllﬂt‘ ‘:]a we
has done for us, at the same GIE o0 0
may look forward with joyful anticiP¥

f

e
th p

the bright future beyond the grave.

IV. The Egyptians apply to Joseph
bread. N

In their extremity, they part?d ds
their cattle, and then with thelr las 8
liberty—¢ Skin for skin, yea, all th_a)r‘,c the
hath will he give for his life.” O in 38
wisdom with which Joscph al'tc‘,j- 5tef
matter, he sought the interest of ll‘lsno the
at the same time that he withheld 377 go
means of subsistence from the peoP “i pof
took care, too, not to make too hat heB be
with them regarding their land. 4 wit s
might have taken all, he was s:xtl§‘1;1 d
fifth, thus Pharaoh’s subjects O 4 th
afterwards be well affected to“;he}’ ”
government, from the fact that : tion *
heen treated with so much conside
the time of their necessity. o E

V. The prosperily of the Israclite? 1e 80

Whilst the Egyptians were Tf“]‘;]c“,ir "
great difficulty to obtain food "11 st,rﬁ“ge o
land, Jacob and his family, thotis lct% W”t
were in the enjoyment of abundulln W"’;l;
ever wants, God's people Shil“”m.s Jt“’etl
Psal, xxxiv. 10, For seventecn Y60 conté
lived in Egypt, v.28.

Joseph W88 to EZYPt
years of age when he was sold lnnmn'iﬁ?:ﬂ,
it is remarkable, therefore, that liret of ";ﬁe]
his father for just the same lcnlpilll- 189
that his father had nourished pist
makes Joseph promise tO b“ise with.o,,,
Canaan, and confirm his pro® satiSf’cu)ﬂ'
oath. He did so for his oWI od o
and that Joseph might be able

ith
first ‘:’ nd

1e84,
to P i
e ab'c “ihat T ipe
oath in answer to any obJecthD;o vl of b
afterwards be urged to the ré 14

1y
body. Jacob wished 80 earnes
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burieq ;
‘-‘Ypizgl n Canaan, chiefly because it was
tired of that better country which he de-

L
‘Iat:,":’é: That God is merciful to all.=

2,
his c;ﬂ‘at he watches with peculiar care over
rch,—Pgal. cxxxv. 4; 1 Tim. iv. 10.
e ee——

May 18th 1862.

FEAR GOD,—Luke xu. I-12.
iu(_"h"*t's warning against hypocrisy.
ma‘;ml!mernble multitude, in the original,
for the 8, of people had gathered together
ey, Purpose of hearing him who spake as

® ealrnan spake, from which circamstance
Sengey L that though his reproofs were re-
Wag }; ly the Pharisees, yet his preaching
Befomg ily acceptable to the common people.
digg, 18 immense multitude he warns his

w,,"i’les against the sin of hypocrisy. This
w, 'ling though applicable to all his hearers

Ple.) tmed more especially at his own disci-

By, '€ twelve apostles or it may be the
Boap,)Y Whom he sent out to preach the
Wy The very best of men have need te

“lekhu“gainst this insidious sin so natural to
le‘ven'.”a—n beart. Our Lord compares it to
Secrey ! for like leaven it works silently and
rey and soon affects the whole mass.—
tioy .. 280N Christ assigned for this admoni-
gy 88 that « there is nothing covered that
heithenot be revealed,” v. 2. From Him
’thir Privacy nor darkness can conceal
beforeng-’ and soon every one must appear
I Him in his true character.
" Whom Christ's disciples should fear.

of mey Were not to be influenced by the fear
hry :l?’ Who could do them no greater in-
veq o0 killing the body, and. could not
Wero t: that without permission. But they
kiy or fear him who had power either to

¥ apg Preserve the body, and to cast both
fear y, d soul intohell. They who fear God

g:thlng elge, but they who fear him not,
'hate:auy influenced by the fear of man,
jq th(:: they may profess. ‘It is true,”
:P-ﬁed b martyred Bishop Hooper, when

Y the Papists to recant at the stake,
ete"hal 'l‘_‘e l}fe is sweet and death bitter; but
More bittﬁe is more sweet, and eternal death

.

by .
d““;ie.c" Tist's encouragement to his persecuted

I "
lttel;;&t’mel of trouble we have need to
- the firet, 0 ourgelves by a consideration of
Riryg bell,“'iﬂ_clples of our blessed religion.—
fod'y lef in the upiversality and extent of
ﬁthogm“dence has sustained and comfort-
' gug of"nd& Not one of the most insignifi-
. (I dcl'eatnres is forgotten before God.
ta

kes yog N4 preserves the sparrow and

“m“ tice of its death. How much more
hall he 1 concerned inall the interests |
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of his servants for whony he gave up his Son
to die. He is infinitely better acquainted
with alf our concerns than we can be our-
selves. “The very hairs of your head are
all numbered,” v. 7. With all confidence
therefore, in all the circumstances of this
changeful life may we rely upen him. Pro-
perly speaking theve is no such thing as
“chance,” “fortune” or “misfortune,” bat
the hand of a heavenly Father is in every
event of the Christian's life, and our lam-
guage ought always ta be «It pleageth the
Lord, therefore it shall please me.”

IV. We must confess Christ if we wish that
he would acknowledge us as his saved ones on
the judgment-day.

This confession must be constant and per~
severing. It will not do to confess him one
day and deny him the next. We must con-
fess him before men, whatever opposition the
confession may involve. Through geod re~
port and bad report in the face of every
persecution and of death itself we must own
him for our Lord or he will deny us before
his holy angels. We must confess him not
only in word, but also in deed.

V. That there is such a thing as an unpardon-
able sin.

As to the nature of the sin against the
Holy Ghost, the soundest divines believe it
to be a combination of great speculative-
knowledge of gospel doctrines and an un-
sanctified heart. They also unanimously
believe that this sin cannot consist with the
fear of having committed it. For insensi=
bility, total depravity, and impenitency, are
the prominent characteristics of those wha
have sinned against the Holy Ghost.

‘'VI. That Christ’s disciples should not be over
anzious as to what they shall say when required
to give an account df their religion.

From this passage some have most unware
rantably inferred that ministers should make
no preparation for their pulpit-duties. But
the word of God is too solemn a thing totbe
trifled with. It is quite evident that the
passage has no reference to the duty of min-
isters with regard to the preaching of the
word ; but it is an assurance to helievers
that when they are brought before human
tribunals whether civil or ecclesiastical they
would by Christ's Holy Spirit be taught a
wise and consistent answer to the ficcusations
of their adversaries. Witness the fulfilment
of this promise in Panl's defence of himself
before the Jews at Jerusalem, on the steps of
the castle, and before Felix, Festus and
Agrippa; also the answers of the Reformers
and Martyrs at their public trials.

Learn 1. That we should ever act as under
the eye of God,—~Gen, xvii. 1; Chron, xvi.9;
Heb. xi. 2T.

2. That we should fear God and not man.
~Dsa, Ivi 45 Isa, viii, 12,18, -

3. That we should prayerfully endcavour
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Yo comfess Christ every day of our lives, in
our words, and in our walk and conversation,
~—Matt. x. 32; Rom. x. 9; 1 Tim. vi. 13,

a0

May 25th, 1862.

JACOB BLESSING HIS GRANDSONS.
GeN. xLvin 1-22.

1. Joseph, upon receiving intelligence of
his father's sickness, goes to see him,

Though a man of business, he would not fail
in paying this duty to his dying parent. He
took with him his two sons, Ephraim and
Manasseh; it is good that the young should
see the servants of God when laid on the bed
of sickness or of death, as they may then have
ocular demonstration of the reality and power
of true religion. Joseph had been Jacob’s
favourite son; he had also shown him more
kinduess than any of his other sous. When
Jacob therefore heard that he was coming to see
him, he prepared to mect him— Israel strength-
ened himself, and satupon the bed.” We are
enjoined to stir up the gift tuat is within us,

2. Jacob's adoption of Ephraim and
Manasseh.

He recapitulates the promises which God
had made him.  We should seek to comfort
both ourselves and others by calling the pro-
mises to remembrance. “And now thy two
sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, shall be mine,”
not only my grandsons but my sons, “as
Reuben and Simeon they shall be mine;” v, 5.
As his song, he constituted them also heads of
tribes; but as for any sons which Joseph might
afterwards have, they were not included in this
charter of adoption; they were to be assumed
into the tribes of their brethren. We do not
learn that Joseph ever had any more sons;
however, Jacob wisely provides for such a
contingency.

3. Joseph presents his sons for his father's
blessing.

“The eyes of Israel were dim for age, so
that he could not see;” ver. 10. Though old
age is an honour, it is attended with many in-
firmities ; but the bodily vision may be dim,
end our faith be strong.  Jacob testified great
affection towards his grandsons, “he kissed
them and embraced them;” ver.10. For years
he had been under the impression that J oseph
was dead. But he not only had enjoyed the
happiness of seeing “the lost one” alive and
prosperous, but also of seeing his offspring;
ver, 11. Thus, even in temporal matters, God
blesses his people “exceeding abundantly,
above all that they can ask or think.” In the
.blessings which they enjoyed, both Jacob and
Joseph discerned the hand of God;” v. 9-11.
Theirs was not the custom, so prevalent at the
present time, of attributing every event, pros-
perous or adverse, to second causes; they traced
every blessing up to the hand of u gracious
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God. Joseph so placed his sons befor "‘;
father, that in pronouncing the blessing J dest!
right hand should be on the head of the &
and his left hand on that of the yo“”ges‘

But, by crossing his hands, Jacob "e: ity
this arrangement, not from fancy or parts
but wittingly, under the influence of th 10
phetic spirit, as he explained to Josepb; o

4. The blessing pronounced by Jaco
his grandsons,

“s(}od before whom my fathers Ab":}:;‘ﬁ
and Isaac did walk” He holds up 0 ™"
young men, who were now about twer u{
years of age, their forefathers, Abraba woul
lsaac, as models to imitate. If they 4 meD
covet the same blessing as these go?te 5 88
they would have to walk in the same S p
they also walked. “The Angel WhIC
deemed me from all evil,” ver. 16, “'hoer
vered me from every dunger, who P'ﬁfo will
me in the midst of temptation, and WorroW,
shortly set me free from all sin an ¢ thet
bless the lads. There can be no dou?
the Angel here mentioned was the Lor
the Angel of the Covenant, the ! e'u
The superiority of the tribe of I“Ph.;: hat
that of Manassch appeared from the f o latte”
the former was more numerous than wilder
when the tribes were mustered in the T oo,
ness; Joshua also was of the tribe of bpt on
Manasseh, too, was divided, lying Pl?; other-
one side of the Jordan, and partly Oﬂt' incio®

5. The peculiar marks of dist
which Jacob conferred upon Joseph- omi

First.—To him he committed the PY "pe
that God would bring them agaid -7
land of their fathers, When, therﬁhey were
Egyptians showed them kindness 1 opo®
not to set their affections too m:gey were
Egypt, and if they were oppressed, |
not to be cast down. “Behold I di¢; ads m87
shall be with you;” ver, 21. Our flﬁgr caused
be separated from us by death or 0¥
but God will never leave us.

Secondly.~~He conferred upon Jeu
double portion. The land here bed™e L, b
described as that which he had takegt app?®?
Amorite with his sword and bow- ¢ opié!
that Jacob first purchased it from tha”g: pee?
Jos. xxiv. 32. He must have a(‘?erWa abs%
dispossessed of it by the Amorites e
again recovered it from them by for¢ 0. 3%: 5.
This portion of land is alluded t0:, + the gick

Learn—1. That we should VI$i* °"36.
and afflicted —Ecel. vii, 2; Matt- X3 'pe

20d. That the blessing of God 15 *"g3
sired above all other things.—F" t;’;.écﬁond o

8rd. That we should set our & g 1ned
the things of the heavenly Cans8% . w
of promise, not on the things _o,fcol ji
‘where we are only sojourners-
1 John ii. 15.
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