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FLEXION OF THE 1lIEAD IN
LABOUR.
BY A. HATTIE, M. D,
LECTURYFR ON QUNTXTRICA IN THE Darnovsix 8cHooL
or MELCINE,

On May 15th I was called to attend Mrs.
in her third confinement. I ascertain-
ed, on my arrival, tuat ¢he had been iv labour
about twelve hoars, and that the uterus had
veen acting powerfully, particularly during the
latter part of that perio&.

On examination, per vaginam, I found the
hiead presenting in the third position, but ar-
rested uhove the pelvie brim.  The first move-
ment, aamely, that of flexion, had not taken
place, in consequence of which the uterine
contractions forced the occiput against the side
of the brim, where it rested & little anterior to
the right sacro-iliac synchondrosis, while the
anterior part of the head occupied the superior
strait. ‘K'ho liquor amnii had not yet escaped ;
the os uteri was soft and dilatable; the lower
part of tho uterus flabby and uncontracted ;
the pelvis roomg, and i parts 1 a healthy
condition.

As delivery was impossible while the head
remained in this situation, I procceded at once
to give the nceessury assistance. Placing the
patient in the usual obstetric position. I intro-
ducc ¥ the right hand into the vagina, passed it
up between the sido of the head and the pro-
montary of the sacrum, till the vertex rested
on the palm of the haud, then grasping the
head firmly—the fingers passing over the pos-
terior portion of it, ¥ raised the anterior part
above the bLrim, and by 2 slight movement of
the hand brought the wciput into tho cavity of
the pelvic. Still rews ving my grasp, I now
made a gentle rotawry motion of the wrist,
which brought the head into the second position.
These movements accompli.lied, the hand was
immediately withdrawn, and the uterus acdng
vigorously, delivery was completed in about
twenty minntes. The patient made a good
recovery.

ON

'is the only

In connection with this case thore are soveral
points of interest, but as the obstruction offered -
to the descent of the head is the mest impore
tant, I propose to inguire brieﬁ{ into its cause.
Before we can understand thoe reason why
floxion sometimes fails to take place, it will be
necessary to ascertain the mechanism by which
this movement is producrd.

At the commencement of labour, when the
cephalic extremity presents, the head lies above
the brim with the vertex nearly in a line with
the plase of the superior strait, but soon after
labour sets in a change takes place,~—the ooce
put descends into the pelvis, which brings the
vertex nearly parrallel to the axis of the brim,
and the chin is pressed firmly against the ater-
num. What, therefore, produces this chan,
Wa are told by writers on the subject, that
this movement is effected by the uterine con-
tractions forcing the foetal head against the
resisting cervix uteri and pelvic brim. It must
be admitted that the efforts of this organ play
an important part in producing the first move-
ment of the head in tﬁe process of parturition,
but I cannot conceive how the resistance offered
by the cervix to the occiput can possibly facili-
tate its descent, if we ouly consider it as a point
of opposition to the forcing down action of the
uterus.

‘The resistance of .ne pelvic brim might aid
in accomplishing this chenge, providing it is
offered at a point nesr the anterior portion of
the head, otherwise it must be worse than use-
less; for if placed near the occiput it must ne-
cessarily retard its descont.

But does the head usually eater the pelvis
in such a manner as that the anterior portion
point in contact with the brim? I
think that this is rarely if ever the case, for ihe
occiput being crdinarily the lowest point of the
presenting part at the commencement of labour,
eitiser descends into the cavity of the pelvis or
Jodges against the side of the brim before the .
front part is sufficiently low to meet with any
resistance from this bony structure, which ren-
ders any sid that might- arise from this source
cither unnecsssary or useless.

For the cause of flexion in labour I believe
we must Jook entirely to the utorus, the con-
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tractions of which accomplish this movement
before the head is iu any way ongaged with
the pelvic brim.

When labour commences the uterus assumes
an ovoid form. The coutractions are not con-
fined to the fundus alone, but also affect the
cetvix and lower part; consequently, when
the inforior portion of the ulerus contracts
latorally, pressuro is made directly on the fore-
head am{) oceiput of the child, the effect of
which is to thre'v the bead into a state of
flexion, which brings the long dismeter of the
head iuto tne long diameter of the uterus;
a position which it as naturally assumes under
uniform contractions of tho uterus, as «n oblong
or ovoid pessary takes its position in the
vagina.

This movement of flexion being due, there-
fore, to the cause just mentioned, any waunt of
contractior: in, or irregular action of, the uteras,
maust necessarily cruso a failure in its accom-
plishment.

ON CATARACT.

BY 1. B. SLAYTER, M. D,
BURGEZOX TO THX I'ROVIN.IAL A¥D CITY HoOSPITAL.

Of all diseases of tho eyo, cataract is perhaps
the most distressing to the patient. The know-
ledge that one is steadily and surely becoming

“totally blind, together with the uncertainty
attending all operative procedures, renders a
person suffering from this disease truly misera-
ble. So much hus been written on the subject
that it is scarcely to bo expected that anything
new can be brought forward; still, a brief
glance at the subject, and the notes of a few
cases which have been under my care in this
¢ity, may not be uninteresting to the readers of
the Provivciar MepicAr JOURNAL.

Cataract was described as a diseass of the
cryatalline lens, nnder the name of Glaukoma by
Hippocrates; but from the time of Galen up
to the beginning of the 18th cenwry, tho seat
of the disease was almost entirely forgotten.
It was not until 1708 that the profession genc-
rally, adopted the idea that it was a disease of
the lens or its capsule, and that vision could
take place without the aid of the lens.

We are indebted to Boissean, Maitre-Jan
and Mery, for first advocating this doctrine,
and to Petit for putting it practically to the
test, by extracting a cataractous lens.

Until & few years ago, cataract. in its earlier
stages, was certainly an obscure disease, and
difficult to diagnose. Numberless pages hava
been writtes, giving all sorts of symptoms and
tests for discovering it, but not until the inven-
tion of the Ophthalmoscops have we beeii able

to discover the first traces of opacity in the
lens.

In tho treatment of cataract, the first and
all-important point to decide is, v hether the
structures posterior to the lensare iu s healthy
condition or not. In the carlicst stages of the
disease this point may bo accurately determined,
but in the later stages it is a question which
will oftentimes confound the most expert. The
three means usually resorted to by practical
oculists for discovering the condition of the
leus, and ascertaining accurately the degree of
visual power, are

1st.—That of oblique illumination. This
method is hest practised in & darkened room ;
a lemp is placed at the side and a little behind
the: patient, and the surgeon, with the mirror
o the ophthalmoscope, directs a pencil of rays
on to the eye. Instead, however, of looking
through the central aperture of the mirror, he
looks on all sides of it, and reccives the rays
obliquely reflected.  In this way, or by holding
a light laterally or in frout of the eye, in a
darkened room, and interposing a lens, he can
focus tho concentrated rays of light upon any
part of the lens or its capsule, and so discover
the slightest trace of opacity.

2nd.—By ophthalmoscopic examination.—
This method is chietly npplicable in the earliest
stages of the disease, when the fundus of the
eye can be lighted up by the passage of rays
through tho lens. When this can be done
much valuable information will be afforded.

3rd.—When the lens is thoroughly dense
and the coundition of the rztina unkuown, a
careful examination of the retinal phosphenes,
by pressure, will be most useful.

It is a well known virtue of the retina, that
the presence of a solid body in the eye pro-
duces a luminous spectrum. The luminous
appearance is that of a brilliant white flame,
and partakes of the shape of the compressing
body.

M. Serres, who hus investizated the subject
thoroughly, gives four phospheves. ‘The frontal,
produced by pressure over the npper and mid-
dle part of the ball beneath the eye brows;
the jugal, by pressure on the lower and middle
part of the ball; the temporal, over the inser-
tion of the ext rectus into the ball; and the
nasal, over that of the int rectus. When all the
phosphenes are produced the retina may be
counsidered very healthy, and in proportion as
they aro feeble, or partially present, or slto-
gether ahsent, is the judgment unfavourable.

The treatment adopted by almost all modern
oculists is cextraetion, in preference to reclina-
tion, drilling or breaking down, except in soft
cataract in children, when keraton yxis is
usually employed. The operation for extrac-
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tion is simplo, easily performed, and in properly
sclected cases one of the most successful in
surgery.

Fearing lest T should take up too much of
the space of the Jounrxar, I conclude with
short notes of a few cases which have been
under my care.

Mrs. C——, 47, residence Cape Breton,
cousulted me July, 1867. States that shy first
noticeC. her sight failing a number of years
ago—-that she had been slowly getting blind
until 18 months before consulting me—useful
vision had entirely gone. Iler geueral health
has always been excellent.  On examination, a
pearly white cataract was plainly visible in
eack eye,—irides acted well under the stimu-
lus of light, and all the phosphencs were pre-
scut in a marked degree. On July 11th I
operated on the right eye by the upper scction,
and extracted the lens without difiiculty. No
pain or other unfavourable symptom presented
itself after the operation, and on the 16th July
the lids were opened,—vision was found to be
perfectly guod and the wound in the cornea
healed.  The eye was again covered for four
or five days, and on the 21st the bandages were
removed and o green shade subs. ituted.

Oun the 5th August the Ieft eye was op~rated
on by the lower scetion, and the lens extracted.
In consequence of the iris prolapsing a small
portion of the lower margin of it was snipped
off and the lids closed.  On the 18th the eye
was opened when the wound in the cornea was
found united and vision perfectly good. On
the 28th the bandages werec removed, and &
shade substituted. She returned home about
the 30t with vision perfectly restored—so
much 50 as to be enabled to read small print
without the aid of glasses. A solution of
atropine wasdropped into the eyes both before
and after each operation.

J. M , 43, residence Halifax, first no-
ticed his sight failing about ecight years ago.
It has been slowly getting worse, and eight
months previous to consulting me found that
sight had entirely left the right aye. On ex-
amination a cataract was plainly scen in the
right eye—vision was totally lost. In the left
eye a commencing cataract was discovered with
the aid of a lens—vision imperfect—could dis-
tinguish large objects such as articles of furni-
ture about the room, but could not sce printed
letters even of the largest size. Irides acted
well under the stimulue of light—phosphenes
all well marked.

March 14th—Terformed the operation for
extraction by the npper section—lens removed
without difficulty —eye appeared perfect:
healthy. A few drops of solution of atropine
were dropped into the eye, and a compress
#nd banduge applied.

Barch 20th—Has had no pain or other un~
favourablo sympton since the oporation-—band-
age removed and lids opened—rvision was found
to be perfect—bandage again applied.

April 20d—Beaudnge removed and a greem
shade substituted—vision very good.

May—Vision has been steadily improving—
with the aid of cataract glasses ge is enabled
to read the smallest print; as the patient ex-
presses himself, “The sight of both eyes has
come into the right one.” The shade was lefd
off several days ago. R

R. C—~———, 47, residencoe Colchester Co.
consulted me in January last. ¥as noticed -
the cataract growing in both eyes for the past
five years—has beon entirely blind in the right
eye for five or six months, and can see but
little with the left. On examination cataracts
were visible in  both eycs—irides acted well—.
phosphenes all present—more marked in the
right than in the left eye.

Jan. 17th—Operated on the right eye by
the upper section, and removed the lens with-
outdifficulty. Applied afow drops of solution of
atropine to the eye after the operation—closod
the lids and applied a compress and bands
About four hours after the operation complain-
ed of elight pain in the eye and forehead—
bowels had not been oponed for two days—
ordered iij. Pil. Cath. Co. at bed time. .

Jan. 18th—Pills operated freely—had rather
a restless night—no pain in the eye or hesd.

Jan. 22nd—Banduges removed and lids
opened—vision found to be good. A few dro
of solution of atropine again applied and the
eye bandaged over. .-

Jan. 28th—Bandage removed and gresn

shadoe substituted—rvision very %ood

Feb. 8th—Operated on the left eye by the
lower section—no unfavourable symptom fol-
lowed the operation,

Feb. 13th—Removed the bandage—found
vision very good—again bandaged the eye over.

Feb. 22nd—Removed the bandage—allowed
to wear 2 green shade.

Feb. 27th—As the patient was anxious to
return home, obtained a suitable pair of cataract
glasses; with their aid he was enabled to resd
small print. On the 28th he returned to his
home.

J. S , Halifax, 65, has been loosing
his sight for a number ¢f years. States that
his father had cataruct in both eyes. The
operation for extraction was performed, but
unsuccessfully. Abont a year befors consulting
me, noticed that vision in the left eye was en-
tirely gone—that in the right eye was very
imperfect—could not see to read nor write,
and with diflicolty could distinguish largs
objects. On exawination cataract in each eys
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was plainly visible. Irides perfectiy motionless
—phosphienes present in a slight de

June 26th—Operated on the right cye by
tho upper section, and extracted the lens with-
out difficulty. The vitreous appeared to be
very thiu and watery, and with its investing
merabrane followed the lens and bulged slight]
through the opening in the cornen, nlthougf;
little or no pressure was made on the ball.
By closing the lids, and gently rubbing the
upper over the cornea, it was jmmmediately ro-
turned. On again raising the lids, the edges
of the wound in the coruea were found to be
in exact apposition, and tho eye looked per-
fectly clear. The lids were brought together
and a bandage applied.

June 27th—1I was sent for to sce the patient.
He stated that a few minutes before sending
for me, or about 20 hours after the operation,
ho noticed something trickling down the right
side of the face,—on calling some of his family
they found the bandage covering the eye satu-
rated with biood. Coraplained of a good deal
of dull aching pain in the eye and forchead.
Ice was immedintely applied, which succeeded
in arresting the hemorrhage. Extract bella-
donna was brushed over the right eyebrow.

June 28th—Passed a comfortable night ; has
had no return of the bleeding, and the pain in
the head and eye has ceased.

July 8rd—Has had no pain since the 28th.
Bandages removed and lids opened, but there
is no vision—tiie ball of the eye is completely
filled ‘with blood.

July 10th—Sappuration bas taken place.
To-dny the cornea gave way and the pus es-
eaped,—as & consequence there is complete
collapse of the eye. The general health is
tolerably good, and no pain is experienced in
the eye or head.

The hemorrhage in this case was nndoubt-
odly the cause 01 the non-success of the opera-
tion. From the time which elapsed before the
bleeding mado its appearance, I felt satisfied
that it was caused by the giving way of a ves-
sel in the fundus of the eye.  Had it proceeded
from the iris, it would have been noticed imme-
diately after the operation.

B. M , 38, residence Lunerburg Co.,
states that some years ago he was struck in the
right eye with a piece of a percussion cap, and
that the inflammation which followed com-
Eletely destroyed that organ. Since that time

e has noticed that the sight of the left eye
was steadily leaving him.

" Ho consnlted me in April of this year. On
examination a cataract was plainly seen;
vision was very imperfect, very large objects
could be discerned, but only wren placeu at a
distance of three or four inches from the oye;

the pupil was greatly dilated, allowing rays of |
light to pass on either side of the lens, which
uppeared to be smaller than usual.

April 23rd—FLhe operation was performed
by the lower rection, and the lens extracted
without difficulty. A few drops of soluticn of
atropine were applicd te the eyo, the lids closed
and a bandage applied.

April 28th—DBandage removed and the lids
opened. Vision was found to be very good.
Bandago re-applied.

May 6tl. -Bandage vemoved and a shade
substituted. In a darkened room he can dis-
tinguish objects very well without pain or
inconvenience, but when light is admitted he is
compelled to close the lids, ns it causes him
intense suffering. Ordered to be kept in a
darkened room and to take Tinct. Ferri mur.
gtt. XV, in water three times daily.

May 20th—IIas been kept coustautly in a
darkened room since ths 6th. Ie can now
bear the Jight without inconvenicuce. Vision
is very good, he being able to read small print
with the aid of glasses.

In the first case the patient was exceedingly
nervous and the eye very semsitive to the
touch, and in consequence of this it was found
necessary to  administer chloroform. In the
subsequent operations chloroform was not used,
and no inconvenicnce was experienced, the
patients complaining but littlo of the pain of
the operation, and feeling much better after-
wards than if it had been administered.

ON S0ME FORMS OF FUNCTIONAL
HEART DISEASE.

BY J SOMERS, M. D,
PHYSICIAX TO HALIZAX DIsrXNSAXY,

( Continued. )

Tho pathology of these cases of heart affec-
tion is somewhat obscure, Dr. Hartshorne of
Philadelphia, from his experience among the
U. S. troops during the late war, arrives at the
conclusion that they are owing to altered nutri-
tion of the muscular structure of the heart,
this organ beiug weakened from having been
called upon to supply the demands of the body,
when overtaxed by depressing causes. Sol-
diers suffering the privations consequent upon
a long campaign were very liable to be so
affected. I can verify this latter statement
from my own expericuce during a short term
of service in one of the U. S. Army Hospitals,
in the Department of the East. I can now
recollect having met with many cases of func-
tional heart affcction of an anomalous character
among the troops which returned from the
peninsula after the fall of Petersburg, but not
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having at that time given much attention to
the subject, I was induced to look upoun them
as cases of simple nnwemias. We find, in like
manaer, that these cases in civil practice are
usually among those persons who are subject
to depressing causes, such as grief, mental
auxiety, poor living, and other concomitants of
the struggle for life which obtain among a large
part of our population. Such cascs are met
with frequently indispersary practice, and are,
without doubt, principally if not wholly owing
to the above causes, which act so powerfully
in lowering the tone of the vital powers. Dr.
Richardson is of opinion that these cases, espe-
cixlly such of them as have an intermittent
pulse, are altogether due to some discase of
the nervous centres, aud points to those at the
base of the brain as probably being affected.
It is not unreasonable to suppose that there is
some nervous affeetion existing in, or perhaps
underlying sech cases, but the question arises,
has the nervous element a prinary causative
relation, that is to say, is thcre an organie
change in the nerve tissue displaying itself by
causing disturbance of the heart's action, or is
the nervous affection merely functionnl and
secondary, being brought about by n depressed
state of the general system reacting upon the
nervous centres.

From my own experiznce I am inclined to

adopt the latter view. having found, as will be

shown hereafter, that the class of medicines
called nerve tonics are the most efficacious
remedies. I, however, organic nerve chango
hiad taken plice, such would hardly be the case
since we do not suppose that any medicinal
substance possesses the power of remedying
organic changes in the tissues of the body.
There are many examples of extrinsic causes
acling on nerve tissue and producing functional
disease, thus we somectimes have neuralgia,
spasms, loss of muscular power, sensation, and
many other symptoms of nervous disturbance
oceurring in the course of many diseases with-
out any change observable after death in the
nerve structures, and these symiptoms some-
times remain long after the causes which pro-
duced them have passed away.

When we consider that the nervous system,
as a generator of foree, is dependent upon the
blood, we can readily understand that its healthy
functions may be disturbed by the addition of
foreign substances to this fluid, or by diminu-
tion of its normal constituents; hence we often
have cases of neuralgin dependent upon a
paucity of red eorpuseles avd local atfections in
lead poisoning, primarily owing to the presence
of a foreign substance in the blood reacting
upon the nervous system,

We may, in this way, account for the

nervous symptoms in these cases of ~ardisc
affection, by supposing that the existing siste
of the system, in interfering with the normaal
condition of the blood and causing mal-nutrition
of the heart’s structure, may react upon the
nerves supplying the organ and interfere with
their normal functions. Contequent upon this
we have disturbance of ths heart’s action con-
tinning until its muscuiar structure has returned
to its healthy condition.
(7o B¢ continued.)

Tospital Reports,

PROVINCIAL AND CITY HOSPITAL.

We are greatly indebted to Dr. J. Venables,
Jr., the house surgeon to the hospital, for notzs
of the following cases :—

The two foﬁowing cases are interesting, as
showing the heneficial effects of the bromide
of potnss in deliriuin tremens. In the first
case opium was administered in conjunctioh
with the Lromide : but when the latter remedy
was discontinued, the patient became restless
and violent, aud on iis re-administration he
agnin continued to improve. In the second
case no other remedy was given. )

5. J , 52, pedlar, admitted May 5th,
1868, unuer the care of Dr. Hattie. For some
years past has been addicted to excessive drink-
ing, and on a previous occasion had an attack
of delirium tremens. His friends stated that
he had been suffering from delirium for ten
days presious to his admission, and had had no
sleep for a week. He was excessively nervous
and inclined to be violent, and was troubled
greatly with vomiting, which had continued &t
intervals for the past three weeks. Ordered
the following mixture: )

B Potass. Bromid 3ijas.
Aqua 3iv. M. ft. mist.
To take a tablespoonful even?' Srd hour. Beef
tea and milk to be given ad libitum,

May €th—Passed a very restless night. To
continue the mixture and take pulv opii gr ij.
at bedtime.

May 7th—Putient slept Jor_several hours
after taking the opiate—ordered pulv opii gr §.
at bedtime. To discontinue the mixture. .

May 8th—Slept for threo hours last night,
but towards morning became very restless and
violent. The mixture to be repeated. From
this time till the 16th he continued to take the °
bromide mixture alone, and was discharged
cured on that day. -

S. F , 28, labourer, admitted iuto hos-
pital June 22nd, under the care of Dr. Black,
His friends state that he has always enjoyed
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dod health, and has never been addicted to
rinking till Jately. Had been ailing for nino
or ten days, but delirium did wot set in until
two or three days before he was admitted. Al
the time of his admission he was very restless
and violent—fkce flushed and pulse very fre-
qrent. Ordered
Potass Bromide Zij.
Aqua 3iv. M. ft. mist.
To take a tablespoonful every Srd hour.

June 28rd—Passed n very restlcss night, and
to-day became so violent 2s to require confine-
went in a straight jacket. To continue the
inixture.

June 24th—Slept for a fow hours last night,
and to-Aay feels rauch better. The restlessness,
to & great extent, has passed off, and ho is
mauch calmer. To continue the mixture.

June 27—Huz been rapidly improving, and
now fecls quite well.

June 28th-—Discharged, cured.

The following case of gunshot wound of the
arm and shoulder, is one of great interest, as a
-remarkably good example of the beneficial
effects of conservative surgery, as well as a
good illustration of the antiseptic plan of treat-
ment by means of carbolic acid, so ably advo-
cated by Lister, of Glasgow, and Adams, of
London. The extent of the injury was ge
great that any attempt at saving the limb
would have been looked upon by most surgeons
as pertectly uscless. Dr. Jennings, however,
considered the attempt worth trying, and the
result has certainly been most gratifying,

J. G———, 26, scaman, admitted April 14,
1865, under the care of Dr. Jennings. States
that while in the act of getting into a small
boat from his vessel, with a loaded gun in his
right hand, the trigger caught in the gunwale
4nd the gun was discharged, the cha-ge passing
through the right shoulder. Wet cloths and
a bandage were immediately applied. Medical
aid subsequently arrested the hemorrhage, and
he was sent to hospital. On admission the
paticnt was found to be extremely wezak, and
suffering a good deal of pain in the wound.
The soft parts covering the upper and antericr
part of the right arm and shoulder wers very
much torn and bruised, and the \pper part of
the humerus was broken into fragments. After
administering chloroform, Dr. Jeonings re-
moved four or five inches of the humerus,
leaving the'head of the bone in its place; the
50%t parts were trimmed and the wound dressed
with lint, soaked in a mixture composed of one
Fart of pure carbolic acid and six parts of
insced oil.  Slight secondary hemorrhage oc-
curred a fow days subsequently, but was readily
controi'cd.

May 5th—The wound has been granulating
nicely, and thero is a free secretioa of healthy
pus. Iias had a plentiful allowance of beef
tea, milk and stimulants. Complains of having
& short dry cough, and a feeling of weakness
in the chest. Ordered ol morrhuaa 3j. three
times a day. As tho head of the bone had
necrosed and was lying on the surfuco of the
wound, it was removed.

June fth—The wound i3 filled with healthy
granulations. General health very good. The
carbolic acid dressing to be discoutinued, u’nd
ungt. zinci oxyd. substituted. A very peculiar
pulsation, aboat two inches below the right
clavicle, was noticed. On examination the
subclavian artery was found to run an abnormal
course, being situated lower on the chest, and
passing in & much straighter line than usual.
A distinct bruit was heard.

July 12th—Tho wound has quite healed ang
the general health is very good.

The following case of fatty tumor of the
neck is interesting on account of its cuormons
size, weighing at least 3 Ibs., the application of
acupressure pins to the bleeding arteries, and
the stoppage of secouwdary hemorrkage by
Richardson’s Styptic Colloid after Tinct Ferri
had failed.

i J + 69, admicted into hospital
May 15th, 1868, under tho care of Dr. W. B.
Slayter.  States that he has always been a
temperate, steady man, enjoying tolerably good
health. About Fyurteen years ago first noticed
a small hard lump below the lower border of
the left parotid giand. Tt caused neither pain -
nor inconvenicnce, but steadily increased in
s1ze, spreading downwards and forwards so as
to cover entirely the anterior triungle of the
lcft side, and press upon the larynx and trachea
in front. For scme little time before admis-
sion the tumor has increased so rapidly as to
cause a difficulty in breathing.

May 26th—Dr. Slayter rewoved the tumor
by making eliptical incisions extending from
the lower border of the inferior maxilla to the
edge of the sternuni, and carcfully dissccting
tho tumor and sheath from the attachments.
Acupressure pins were applied to two small
arteries, which readily controlled the hemorr-
hage. Two hours afier the operation second-
ary hemorrhage came on. The wound was
immediately opened ard all clots removed.
No bleeding point could, however, be discover~
ed, there seemed to be a general oozing of
blood from the surface of the torn tissues.  No
blood came from the ncupressed arteries. Tinct
Ferri Perchlor was frecly applied at intervale
for ten or fifteen minutes, but the oozing con-
tinned. Richardson’s Styptic Colloid was then
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applied, and with the most perfect success, in
five minutes all Lleeding had ceased. Cold
cloths were then applied to the wound, and the
patient ordered beef tea, milk and whiskey.

Mny 28th—Cold applications to be discon-
tinued, and poultices substituted.  Acupressure
pius removed, hut no return of bleeding.

June 7th.—The patient has been improving
since the 1ast date, the wound is now filled with
healthy granulations.

July 13th—The wound is entirely healed
over, and the patients health is quite re-estab-
lished.

Case of Occlusion of the Vagina—Opera-
tion—Death from Peritonitis and Pyemia.

M.S8 , 20, a pale, delicate looking girl
admitted mto hospital July 3rd, 1868, under
the care of Dr. W. B. Slayter. She states
that about two years ago first noticed symptoms
of menstruation,—she sufiered severely from
pain in the back, loins and head, and had some
shivering, from that time to the present she
has regnlarly had all the symptoms of men-
struation, but nothing ever made its appearance
externally. On examining the vulva, no orrifice
in the hymen could be discovered, there seemed
to be a complete closed sac.  Very little pain
was caused by pressure over the abdomen, and
no tumor could be felt througir its walls.  She
complained of great constipation, and not being
able to-evacuate the bowels without extreme
pain and difficulty,

On introducing the finger into the vectum an
immense tumor was felt projecting backwards
towards the sacrum, and almost completely
blocking up that passage; it was hard and in-
elastic, aud di'l not give a sense of fluctuation
to the touch. Assisted by Drs. Cowie and
Woodill, Dr. Slayter made an incision through
the hymen and attempted to pass a director
into the vagina, but found it impossible to do
50 ns that passage was perfectly occluded. The
fore finger was then pushed through the hymen
and upwards in the direction of the vagina, care
being taken to aveid the rectum.  The finger
was passed upwards to the eatent of about two
inches and a half, when a second constriction
was met with.  No opening could be discover-
cd, and the obstacle was so dense as to prevent
the finger being pushed through it A small
incision was made and adirector passed through
it into a large sac above. A bistourie was
passed along the groove of the director and the
constriction  divided backwards towards the
rectum. An immense quantity of retained
menses immediately eseaped, and the tumor in
the rectum disappcared.  The sac was washed
out with warm water and a pledget of lint in-
troduced into the vagina.

July 4th—Complains of great pain and tea-
dorness in the abdomen increased on pressure,
tongue furred and dry, skin hot and pulse 120.
Ordered morphia mur gr. 1 every 3rd hour,
hot turpentine fomentations to be applied to
the abdomen, and beef tea to be given freely.

July 5th.—The patient feels much better—
has very little pain—pulse 100. Ordersd the
morphia to be given every 6 hours, fomenta-
tious to be continued, and vagins to be washed
out with warm water.

July 6th—Feels very comfortable—no paia
—pulse 90. To discontinue the morphis, hot
flannels to be constantly applied and the vagina
washed out.

July 10th—For the past three days has beea
free from pain, and could bear considerabls
pressore on the sbdomen, Pulse varied from
90 to 100. ‘To-day, however, the pain has xo-
turned—pulse 130—skin very hot and tongue
covered with a brownish fur. Ordered morphis,
1 gr. every 3rd hour, 2nd hot fomentations.
ficef ten and brandy to be frecly given.

July 11th—Does not complzin of much pain
—pulse 150—skin cold, and covered with s
clammy perspiration—breathing hurried, and
abdomen tympanitic. The pain in the abdomen
was so severe during the previous night that a
large Llister was applied, which succeeded in
giving the patient ease. To-day she graduall
became weaker, the breathing more hu.rriei
and died in the afterroon.

Post mortem examination 36 hours sler
death, made by Dr. Farrel

On opening the abdomen, the omentum and
intestines were found greatly inflamed, snd
covered with lymph; the uterus and ovaries
were muck enlarged and inflamed s the lower
portion of the vagina, to the extent of about
three inches, was parrowed, above this s largs
sac formed by the upper part of the vagina
and dilated cervix uteri, the internnl os was
dilated slightly, and the cavity ot the uterus
was necarly twice the natural size; the mucus
membrzue lining the vagina and uterus was in
a gangrenous condition, and covered wlth tensa-
cious, jelly-like menses. )

‘The inflammation in this case seems to have
come on shortly after. the operation, and ex-
tended to the uterus, peritoneum and intastines.
In » few days pain had ceased entirely, =ad&
firm pressure on the abdomen could be_borne
without inconvenience. The only symptom
constantly present, and which would indicate
serious mischicf going on, was the state of “the
pulse never falling below 90, and generally
varyiry from 100 to 180. Whether the inflam-
wation of the peritcoeum and intestines was
caused by dircct extenzion from the vagioa and
uterus, or whether it was the result of the
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absorption of the putrescent menses in the sac
of the vaging, and consequent pycemia, is a
question very difficult to answer,

work of years, and whose mind is stored with
knowledge which is the result of the labors of
generations of scientific men, must know more

Srovingial edical Fonrnal,

HALI¥AX, .8, AUGUST, 1868.

MEDICAL REGISTKATION.

In almost all well-governed countries there
is in existence a law which requires that per-
sons who are about to practice medicine or
surgery, shall present evidence to the govern-
ment of their qualifications as physicians or
surgeons. Such a law demsnds that the in-
tording practitioner shall present to the govera-
ment his qualifications, which are submitted
for examiuation to a licensing body, and, if
found to be all that the law requires, are
registered ; and only such persons as are re-
gistered are allowed to practise.

ATl countries do not demand the same quali-
fications. Some require that the intending
practitioner should hold a diploma from one of
their own colleges, others only ask that he
should have a diploma or license from some
medical school whose curriculum coves up to
their own standard established by law. All
sre agreed, however, in requiring that the
intending practitioner shall furnish undeniable
evidence of having qualified himself for prac-
tics, by having spent a sufficient lenglh of time
in attendance upon college lectures and hos-
pitals, having commenced his studies with a
goed preliminary educaiion.

The object of o Medical Registration Act is
two-fold; first, to secure good education in the
regular physician, second!y, to prevent quacks
and charlatans from practising. We believe
that the last object is more than half secured
by the first; for if the public are certain that
their physicians and surgeons harve reccived a
good cducation and “understand their busi-
ness,” quackery would soon be at a discount.
The most enthusiastic admirers of seventh sons
and natural bonesetters, may assert that ¢ the
doctors™ cannot cure this or that disence, in
other words cannot make a man live forever;
but they must acknowledge that one who has
made the study of physiology and pathology a

of disense and the art of prolonging life than
any one else. But badly educated medical
men do not, and will not receive the confidence
of the public. By the influenco they exert
upon the people they become the indirect cause
cf all the quackery which exists around them.

As it is now in Nova Scotis, it is only neces-
sary for & young man to commence the study ot
medicine—it may be without a preliminary
ceducation to fit him for his work—spend a year
or eighieen months at his studies, and he is
enabled to obtain a diploma. The diploma is
not usually any guarantee of his having studied
a sufficient length of time, any of the brauches
of medical science, yet it entitles its holder to
practise bis profession in Nova Scotia, and slso
gives him the right to become a member of the
Nova Scotia Medical Society. It is needless for
us to say to medical men that such a diploma
should not qualify a man to practise medicine.

The duties falling to the lot of medical men
are onerous and varied. The investigation
and treatment of diseases, which constitutef &
large part of their daily work, gives them a
guardianship over the health and lives of all
members of the community. They may be
called upon at any time to give cvidence as
experts in medico-legal questions. It is also a
part of their duty to assist the government in
bygienic or sanitary measares. Every part
of this work has an influence, more or less
directly, upon the welfare of the people,
and it becomes the duty of the government
to sec that practitioners of medicine and
surgery in the country are well educated, by
demanding an examination of their qualifica-
tions beforo they are allowed to practise.
There is a law upon the statute book of Nova
Scotia relating to the practise of medicine and
surgery in the Province, but it is worso than
useless. It was probably the desire of our
legislators to follow the example of Great
Britain in framing it, with sufficient modifica~
tion to suit Nova Scotia; but they did not suc-
ceed in making a law to resemble at all the
Medical Act of Great Britain. We do not
know when the act was passed here, but it is
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doubtiul that it was all that was necessary at
that time.  Jt is certain that it does not suic the
requirements of to-day.

We arc sorry to say we believe it has been
as much the fault of our medical men as of the
government that we have not had a good
Medical Registration Act in Nova Scotia.
That the want of proper legislation on this
subject ehould exist, hardly reflects eredit upon
the medies! men who have been in our parlia-
ment, espeeinlly as we have had some meidieal
representatives who have wiclded a large
amount of political influcnee, and who, we
have no doult, had they desired to dJo so,
might have initiated 2 reform. At the present
time, when the medical men in the Province
are beginning to form local associations to pro-
mote the interests of the profession, this suliject
must soon reecive some of the attention it
deserves.

We earnestly call upon the different medieal
socicties  throughout the country to give the
subject of Medical Registration their careful
consideration ;s and we have no doubt, if our
medical men make a united cffort, they will be
i to have an act passed which will give us
well edubated practitionera of medicine, by
inducing our medical students to give a longer
time to the study of their profession, and which
will make the public certain that a1l our M. D's.
are Doctors.

NOVA SCOTIA MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

TIIE

The benefite arising from  wellconducted
Maedical Societies caunot be over-estimated,
they are at onee the means of hringing mem-
bers of our profession into jutimate relationship
with cach other, and imparting an immense
amount of valuable practical information not
obtainable in any other way.

In Great Britain, France, Germany and the
United States, these Socicties may be found by
the score.  In the latter couutry cvery city,
county and state has its Medical Society, each
working steadily for the one great end, the
advancement of our uoble profession.  In this
Provinee, for some years past, tie Nova Seotin
Medieal Society has been in operation, and has
accomplished a certain amount of good; but
owing to its peculiar constitution, and to its
always meeting in Halifax, it has been looked

upon by the profession throughout the Province
as almost entirely a Jocal society.

During the summer of 1867, when the for-
mation of a Dominion Medical Association was
first mooted, the protession throughout the
Province was invited by circular to meet in
Halifax, for the purpose of considering the best
means for making the Society what it ought
to be, the representative of the profession of
Nova Scotia. At this meeting it was recom-
mended that the Society sheuld be constituted
of delegates from Societies to be formed in
ench county, and where Socicties could not be
formed, of members of the profession who
might choosc to attend. It was also recom-
mended that there should be but one regular
meeting in each year, to be held in some one
of the priucipal towns of the Province. In
this way and by placing the affairs of the
Society more under the control of the profes-
sion gencerally, it was hoped by the promoters
of the scheme that physicians throughout the
Province might be induced to take a deeper
interest in the welfare of the profession and
prosperity of the Society.

The recomumendations, to a certain oxtent,
have already been carried out, local societics
have been formed in the counties of Lunenburg,
Picton, Iakfux and Yarmouth. We see no
reason why others should not be formed in the
countics of Colchester, Cumberland, Kings and
Hants, if but a few active members of the pro-
fession in these counties would take the matter
in hand, '

Tho first annual meeting of the Society, for
the purpose of carrying out the above mention-
ed recommendations, was held in the town of
Pictou on the 21st July. We regret that the
attendance was so small, and that so fow of the -
substantinl men of the profession were present.

We have always imagineq that the object of
a Medical Society was the advancement of the
interests of the profession; but the majority of
the members present seem to have taken an
opposite view of matters, their whole energies
being nsed for the purpose of blocking the
vay of medical improvement.

A worthy member considered it his duty to in-
troduce the following preamble and resolution:

Wkereas, n periodical called the Provincial Mcdical
Journal has been published in alifax, and wheseas,
S\nmcmphs have appeared in various newspapers of

1alifax stating that 1t was published under the ausph
of the Nava Scotia Medical Socicty,

Resolved, ‘That this Society totally ipnores all know-
leidizo of, or connection with, tho Provincial M~dical
Journal.

11ad such a resolution cmanated from a re-
spectable body of practitioners, or had it been
carried in & fair straight-forward way, or had
there been a syllable of truth in the Iatter part
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of the preamble, we certainly should have con-
sidered it a serious matter. That a few men
of position voted in favour of this resolution.
we have good reason to believe was altogether
due to a misunderstanding of the nature of the
resolution, as they werc not aware of the petty
Jealousy and mean cliqueism which actuated
those who framed it.

We should have preferred passing over this
matter as beneath contempt, had we not wished
to give our readers a sample of the immense
amount of scientific business transacted, and of
the enlightened minds which controlled the
meeting. However, gll this will, we hope, be
changed in future, the affuirs of the Society
having been placed under the care of Dr.
Fruzer ot Windsor, 2 man well known through-
ot the province, and deservedly holding a
prominent position as a skillful and accom-
plished physician.

The next annual meeting will be held at
Windsor, on the third Tuesday of July, 1869.
We sincerely trust that a large number of
counfry practitioners may attend, and that they
will take entire control of the affuirs of the
Socicty. In conclusion, we would advise our
professionnl brethren to take care lest the
Society should degenerate into a mere loeal con-
cern, or fall into the hands of a clique. If they
attend to this we certainly expect that good
.results will spring from the re-organization of
the Society, and that the profession gencrally
will be greatly benefitted thereby.

Wo notice in the report of the meeting of
the American Medical Assaciation, held in
Washington in May last, the following resolu-
tions, scot to the Association on behalf of the
New York State Medical Society :—* Resolred,
That the faculties of the several Medical Col-
leges of the United States be recommended to
announce explicitly, in their annral commence-
ment circulars and advertisements, that they
will not receive certificutes of time of study
from irregular practitioners, and that they will
not confer the degree upon any one who may
acknowledge his inteution to practice in accord-
ance with any exclusive system.” We are glad
to find that this resolution was immediately
adopted, and trust that every respectable
Medieal College in the United Stites will fully
carry out the recommendations. It has long
been A standing reproach against American
Colleges that any one could become a student
of medicine and obtain a degree provided they
possessed the requisite amount of moncy; and
wo are well pleased that the United States
Coleges ore likely to enquire more fully into
the professional standing and fitness of those

presenting themsclves as students than they
have heretofore done.

We trust that the Canadian Medical Asso-
ciation, at its next meeting in September, will
adopt a simi.ar resclution. We believe the
medical schools of Canada and Nova Scotia
will not be far behind those of the United

‘States in carrying the recommendations into

effect.

Selections.

CARBOLIC ACID AS A REMEDIAL
AGENT.

By W. Kemsren, M. D, Urica, N. Y.

The merits of this comparatively new anti-
septic and disinfectunt have been thoroughly
discussed, and the highest value uccorded to it.
Its powers huve doubtless been exaggerated,
neverthieless it stands in advance of any other
article of its cluss both for efficucy and variety
of application.

It is not my intention, however, to speak
particularly of it as n disinfectant, but rather
to offer a few suggestions concerning its use as
a therapeutic agent,

Cuarbolic acid,* thongh discovered by Runge,
a German chemist, in 1834, has ouly within
the past few years been brought inta genernl
notice. Tt is prepared from the distillation of
conl tar, and, as found in market, is 8 dark-
brown coloured liquid, having a very pungent
odour not unlike coal tar, but much more
powerful.  This variety is known as commercial
carbolic acid, and is the quality used for disin-
fecting purposes ; it is not however, pure care
bolic acid. but contains a varinble proportion of
cresylicacid. This lutter, although an excellent
disinfestant, is not used for interual adminis-
tration.

Pure carbolic acid is a whito erystalline
substance, the particles adhering with consider-
able tenacity, and after standing for some time,
especially if the bottle be frequently opened,
Lecomes slightly deliquescent aud mere tightly
packed together.  The two varities of erystal-
lized acid more generally found in the American
market are prepared by Merek, of Darmstadt,
and Calvert, of Munchester, England. Merck’s
preparation has a slight reddishitinge.  Calvert's
is quite white, having the appearance of snow
which has been soaked in water. Werck’s
contains about Y8 per cent of pure acid, and is
slightly more deliquescent than Calvert’s which
is pure. Merek's however, is sufficiently pure

* It is incorrectly called an acid; it belongs to e class
of aleohiols.
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for all prartieal purposes, and is furnished ut a
lower price. .

T have been thus explicitin reference to the
article, as in some of the medical Jjournals,
writers speak of giving a drop or two of pire
earbolic acid, evidently referring to a solution
of the crystals.t  Until an officinal solution is
spnounced, it is hetter to purchase the crystals
and make our own solutions. ‘Lhere are two
prominent adulterations already in the market
—carboline mwd Creyseline—the former con-
taining, according to an English chemist
{Crouke), about 4.1 per cent. of carholic ncid
the latter, little or none.

The first application of this agent, inder my
own observation, accurred in a ease of eattarh,
where the discharge was profuse. offensive, aud
consequently very annoying to the patient.
Various remedies had been previoudy  tried,
without suceess.  Hoping to derive advantage
from its pruperties us a disinfectant, it was ad-
ministered to the patient by inhalation, using
enc griin to an ounce of water, and conveyed
the liyuid 1o the affected parts by means of a
steam spray-producer.  The effect surpassed
my most sanguine expectation. It not ouly
relieved the fetor, but in the course of two or
three inhadations changed the character of the
discharge, and the patient recovered rapidly.

This induced a trial in a second casy, not so
serious as the first, Imt still severe, and the
result was equally satisfactory, the symptoms
all disappearing in the course of four weeks.
Afler the first few inhalations, the patients were
instructed in the nse of the spray-producing
apparatus, furnished with a bottle of the solation
{one grain to the ounce,) and dirceted 1o inhiale
the vapuur for ten minutes at a time, both
morning and evening ; enjoining wpon thew not
to leave a warm atmosphere for half an hour
after each inhalation,

It s used at the preseat time in the treat-
ment of oxwena, nasal polypi, and diseases of
the nasal passages in which there is nan offen-
sive discharge.  Even if it exerted vo curative
action, its power to correet fetor wonld be a
great recommendation ;s but this is not all, it
stimulates the aleersted surface to a healthy
action, promotes nermal granulation, and thus
assists in the curative process.  This remedy is
alsa craployed by some of the physicians who
are engaged in the special trentiment of throat
and luny diseases, particularly French prac-
titioners, who direet that it should be iuhaled
in combination with other appropriate remedies.
They spenk Inghly of its cffincy in cases of
ulcerated sore throat, chronie bronchitis, and
that morbid condition of the mucous surfices

t A variety of solutions have been put in market under
the title of pure carbalic acld. |

of the air passages which give rise to a conatant
expectoration of a muco-puralent material. If
a solution of one grain of the acid to an ounce
of wate: does not seem to meet the indication,
the quantity may be increased to five grains,
or even more ; but it is better to begin with &
mild solution, gradually incrensing the strength
until the desired effect is obtained.

My next use of the acid was in a case of
scarlating, where the breath was particularly
obuoxious, owing to an ulcerated condition of
the threat. A gargle of two grains of the acid
to an ounce of water relieved the fetor at once,
and apparently proved beneficial. No other
gargle or application to the throat was usod,

It would scem to be appropriate in cases of
diphtherin, a streng solution of the acid being
used for a local medicament § its power to cor-
reet the foul breath would be an indiestion for
its use, and its astringent and stimulating
properties might prove benoficial. In cases of
common sore throat (simple tonsillitis) it is
found to answer admirably, with the advantage
over the ordinary potassa gargles of relieving
the “bad taste ” and foul breath.

In the Stnte Lunatic Asylum at Utics, it is
successfully used 1o reliove cases of sluggish-
ness of the bowels. accompanied by offensive
breath.  The dose is & drachm of a solution of
one grain to the ounce (which is the house
standard), A striking exemplification of the
efficacy of this remedy occurred in the case of
a melancholic patient adinitted to this asylum.
He had for a number of years suffered from
attacks of dyspepsia, accompanied with ecid
cructations and the formation of gas.  Latterly
these symptoms beeame continuous.  He com-
plained of intense heat, and pain in the stomach;
stated that the eructation of fetid gas had be-
come unvearnble ; and the same smell emanated
from the cutaneous surfuce, so that it was
offensive to every one in the room. He was
at once put into & warm bath, then thoroughly
washed with a solution of the acid (gr. v to the
ounce.) Internaily two drachms of the stand-
ard solution wero given three times daily for
two days. At the end of this time the breath
was sweet, and no unpleasant exhalation from
the skin was perceptible. 1le was also relieved
from the painful distension produced by the
formation of gas in the stomach and bowels.
Whenever he feels the spproach of this diff-
culty, two or three doses of the house prepara~
tion relieve him at once from this unpleasant
snd painful complication.

Yeasty stomach, sometimes consequent opon
a meal of rich food which produces flatulence
awd expulsion of gas, with a tendency to regur
gitation, is usually relieved by a drachm or two
of the solution above mentioned; this checks
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the fermentative process. The power it pos-
sesses to arrest fermentaton would be an
indication for its employment in sarcina, but
the opportunity has not offered for me to test
this.  Diarrhwa produced by eating unripe
fruit or other articles which promote fermen-
tation jc speedily relieved by combining a
drachm or two of the solution with the usual
remedies. As a dentifrice, commingled with
myrrh or some aromatic, it removes the odour
arising from carious tecth.

Asan external application, the acid possesses
valuable propertics. On the continent of
Europe it i3 quite extensively used at the
Qresent time as a dressing for various wounds.

/arious continental surgeons speak highly of
it in this connection. It is used in solution,
with which cloths are wet, and applied to the
wound; or in the form of putty, with which
the parts are covered. In either case it is a
geatle stimulant, kills what organisms come in
contact with it, acts as n deodorizer, prevents
flies from coming nesr. and the breeding of
maggots. I have seen great benefit derived
from its use in the treatment of bedsores. In
cne case, where there was a gangrenons tend-
ency, withextensive sloughing, anda devitalized
condition of the surrcunding tissue, a solution
of fifteen graing to the ounce cleaned the sur-
face of the ulcer at once, and stimulated normal
granulations, which led to 2 rapid healing of
the wound. Where there is a tendency to the
formation of bedsores, sponging the parts with
a solution of the above strength seems to
operate beneficially.

An uleer situated between the cheek and
alveolar process of the left malar bone, discharg-
ing a thin sanious pus, was syringed out with &
solution of the strength last” mentioned. ‘The
pus became laudable, the discharge less in
quantity, and the wound healed rapidly.

One of the assistants connected with this
institution punctured his finger av a post-mortem
examination. Forty-eight hours thereafier the
wound became an ill-conditioned ulcer, with an
inflamed base, the reduess extending some
distance beyond; and the course of tha Iym-
phaties could be traced above the wrist. = At
ny suggestion be applied the crystallized acid,
removing it by a stream of cold water after a
slight eschar had been produced. It changed
the condition of the uleer at once, which with-
out further treatment healed.

A patient applied to me for something to
relicve the “burning heat” in her arm. I
found it to present an appearance like that
which precedes seperficial erysipelas, to attacks
of which she was subject. A cloth wet with
a two-grain solution was apvlied; it relieved
the heat at once, and the following morning ali
symptoms had disappeared.

An unguent made of five grains of the acid
to an ounce of simple cerate corrects the odour
attendant on cancerous discharges, and it is
alsu recommended for overcoming fetid perspi-
ration from the axille or feet. A stronger
unguent—ten grains to the ounce, or what is
preferable, a glycerolate of this strength—-
destroys the Acarus scabiei, Pediculi capitis,
et id genus omne,

As a remedial ngent in certain forms of skin
disease it scems to possess decided advantages.
A patient applied for something to relieve a
disordered condition of the scalp. which had
existed for some time. It proved to be a well-
marked case of Tinea capitas in an advanced
stage. ‘The crusts had cracked open, with a
straight smooth fracture, presenting a shining
floor, looking as thongh the sexlp had opened
and exposed the crnial bones. There were
several of these cracks, measuring from 2 half
inch to two inches in length, the principal ones
occupying a position over the region of the
anterior fontanelle, and extending several inches
in each disrection. Other crusts had formed
over the temporal and oceipital regions. In
order that the acid might be effecrually tried,
the hair was cut short, and the entire scalp
washed with a solution of the acid (two grains
to the ounce) four times daily. The subsidence
of the disease was marked; those crusts in
process of formation were checked, and the
dry grayisk crasts alrcady formed, with those
crmcked open, were speedily removed.  After
the wash had been continued for one week, a
alycerolate of carbulic acid® (strength five
grains to the ounce) was applied, which pos-
sesses the advantage of being a more permanent
preparation.  The treatment was commenced
January 7th, and at the date of writing (Janu-
ery 28th) the discase has disappearcd. No
other treatment, cither internal or local, was
employed. One other case has been mentioned
to me, which was even more severe than this,
and in which various modes of treatment had
heen employed withont arresting its progress.
The treatment mentioned above was resorted
to, with an immedizte abatement of symptoms
and rapid recovery. We have used the glycero-
Iate mentioned in cases of Herpes circinatus,
with entire satisfaction.

Duaring the mounth of December, 1867, I was
called to see n girl aged four years, who had
heen taken suddenly ill.  The symptoms indi-
cated scarlatina, and, as there were a number
of cases in the neighbourhood, that diagnosis
was made. She was immediately put upon
milk-punch and earbolic acid solution, the one-
sixteenth of a grain three times daily. 1 also

® The odour of the acld can be overcome by the ad-
dition of a few drops of oi) of lemon,
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directed that her face should bo washed in
water containing a spoonfui of the solution
(one grain to the ounce), and that the mouth
should be sponged out with the same—directing
also the use of the commercial acid solution
about the house as a disinfectant. At the end
of four days the internal administration was
“discontinued ; not because of any unpleasant
symptoms, but its continuance did not appear
neeessary.  The mouth-wash, of which the child
swallowed a few drops, and all the other ap-
plications, were continued; the body being
anointed with olive oil, tinctured with carbolic
acid.  Fromfirst tolust no untoward symptom
appeared ; the fever subsided on the fifth day.
The throat was not very sore; the tongue was
relieved of the ereauny coat after the thind day 3
there was no offensive breath, and the child
made s complete recovery.  No other treat-
ment was employed. A brother of this child,
two years older, who had never contracted the
discase, and who was with her constantly, had
no symptoms of the disorder. His face was
washed  twice daily in the solution above
metioned.

The medical superintendant of this asylum,
Dr. John P. Gray, informs e that in a fumily
of six children, three were <imultancounsly
attacked with scarlatina anginose They were
put upon a course of treaunent similar to the
above, the house being thoroughly disinfected.
They made 1 good recovery.  “The other three
children were not attacked, althongh they were
in constaut communication with the sick ones.
Tt is not assumed that the earbolie acid cwred
the children, or that it prevented the disease
from attacking the rest. I, however, it is only
a coincidence, it possesses the merit of being a
very remarkable one, and will eccupy our close
attention in the future, as oceasion may present.
A prominent practitioner of this place, Dr. D.
P. Bisscll, now treats scarlatina in the manner
indieated, and express himself as better pleased
with this than any other method hitherto tried,
and states that he “don’t want to treat searlet
fever without carbolic acid.”

Dr. Gray has spoken to me of a case {sequel
of scarlatina anginosa) in which there occurred
& very fetid discharge of ichorous pus from
the ears and nostrils of the patient. A mild
solution of the acid (two grains to the ounce of
water)was thrown into the nares and auditorius
externus, with the effect of arresting the sanious
discharge, and causing its dissapperance.

Irr. Bissell states that he has u.ed a solution
of carholic acid—strength two grains to the
ounce, the dose being one drachm-—as a
vermifuge, aud has not been disappointed with
the rewmedy. The oryuris rermicularss (pin
worm) may be at once destroyed by using as

an injection a drachm of the solution to four
ounces of water. ’

As an escharotic its action is prompt, but
superficial. It has a tendency to sprend ; this
can be ensily stopped by the application of
water. The effects produced upon ulcerated
surfiaces are not transient ; it seems to exert its
power as an alterative for some time after the
peculiar odour has disappeared.

As an injection for gonorrheea it has proved
itself equal, or I may say superior, to the
ordinary remedies, and is less painful; the
solution used being two to five grains to the
ounce. The crystallized acid would scem to be
indicated in the treatment of syphilitic ulcers,
but upon thisT cannot speak from ohservation.

Though it was not my intention to speak of
this agent as a disinfectant, as it concerns the
sick-room directly, yet somo remarks may not
be iuappropriate. Nearly every practitioner
has expericneed the unpleasaut odour emsana-
ting from the lying-in room. This may be
entirely overcome by the proper use of the
solution of commercin! acid—a half ounce of
which put into a gallon of boiling water, makes
a strong solution—ull, indeed, that the water
will take up—which if filtered to remove oil
matters, may be thrown about the floor wi
impunity. Two table-spoonfulls at a time are
suflicient to disinfeet and deodorize a large
roum, and one-half the quantity is gencrally
saflicient. A few drops sprinkled upon the
napking, and applied to the genitalia externa,
will remove the unpleasant, pungent odour
which accompanics the Jochial discharge; thus
exenpting the patient from a great source of
discomfort. A smuall quantity of the solution
put into the close stool before use, destroys the
odour which would otherwise occur. {Vher-
ever it has been introduced with theso objects .
in view, it has received the unqualified approval
of those most interested. *

Carboliz acid at ouce arrests the develop-
ment of the lower forms of organic life. I
stops the fermentation of yeast, kills micro-
scopic infusoria and cheese mites. Nor does its
influence end here. In order to test its des-
tructive power over insect and animal life, I
procured a cricket, smeared the inside of a
wine-glass with the commercial carbolic acid,
and inverted it over the cricket, leaving
sufficient space at tho bottom to allow a supply
of aiv. Immediately after the glass was inver-
ted. the cricket made violent attempts to escape,
Insting two or three minutes, It then staggered
about and fell over, had a few severe convul-
sions, and died. A cockroach was next tried,
with the same result ; it was from ten to £fteen
minutes in the vapour.

A mouse was procured, and put into a wide-
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mouthed, fourquart bottle, A picce of sponge
saturated with two drachms of commercial acid
was Jowered iuto the bottle and suspended about
two inches from the bottom. Five minutes
after the introduction of the sponge the mouse
staggered as if intoxicated, the movements con.
tinuing for fifteen minutes, when a short respite
occurred. These paroxysms wereo repeated
several times during one hour and a half, then
the animal became violently convulsed, the
spasmodic ection lasting thirty minutes, when
it died. Upon examination it was found that
the membranes covering the brain and spinal
cord were injected, some of tho vessels being
very large. The lungs were of a light pink
color, many shades above that observed in the
normal human lung; they were collapsed.
The heart appenred lurge, and felt hard upon
opening the organ it was found distended with
very dark clots, which bulged out as the incision
was made.

A full-grown rat was next subjected to the
vapour of carbolic acid; and its manifestations
were more stronglv marked in this than in the
former experiments.  The animal was g vicious
one, exhibiting great ferocity ; but in less than
one minute nfter the sponge containing the acid
had been introduced, the animal appeared
sleepy, and as ifintoxicated. Twice the animal
reared upon its haunches, as if it desired to
climb, but had not the strength to do so; and,
after each attempt, it fell over upon its right
side. At the end of forty-five minutes a tremor
was observable over the entire body, and it
censed to notice sudden sounds; shortly after
this it failed to perceive that it was being
handled, and presented all the phenomena of
profound ansesthesia.  Convulsions followed
the tremulousness, which continued to jucrease
in violence until the animal’s death, which
occurred in one hour and forty-five minutes
after the introduction of the sponge. The
vessels in the pia mater were found congested,
some of them being very much distended.
The lurger lobes of the brain (cerebrum) pre-
scuted a greater number of bleeding points
than is usually found ; the smaller lobes (cere-
Lellum) were highly congested—iiie vesscls
being cousiderably increased in size. The
spinal cord appeared exsanguinated in all but
the cervical region, which presented a uniforin
pink blush. The lungs were collapsed and
several shades lighter in colour than usual.
The heart was tense; and, on being opened, a
clot bulged out which filled both left auricle
and ventricle, .

The same experiment has been performed
twice since, the result being alike in each case:
iv the last instance the convulsions occurred at
the end of eightecn minutes; they were more

violent in charactor, and death occurred sooner
(fifty minutes). . .

A peculinrity was noticed in connection with
the convulsive movements of Loth insects and
animals—uwhich was, that the forward legs were
first convulsed, the spasm ceasing toa great
extent in them, as the posterior members
becamo affected; and also that, us the spasm
commienced, the animal fell over upon the right
side.

As an instance of its influcuce upon vegetable
life, the following will suffice : During the Inst
summer a rose-bush became infested with lice,
I prepared a solution of carbulic acid (com-
mereial}, one-half ounce to the gallon of water,
and spiinkled the plant with it.  Four hours
afterward the lice were all dead, and so was
the plant, the leaves being withered as if
blighted by heat.

Aceepting Prof. Saulsbury's statement’s con-
cerning the cause of intermittent fever, we
might expeet from the use of the acid » potent
remedy. I have not, however, had the oppor-
tunity to test it

The above is simply a statement of my cx-
perience with the remedy. T believe it to be
potent for goud; but, like other remedies, on
being generally introduced, it will meet with
condemnation, because it does not fulfill every
indication which enthusiasts have eluimed for
it. It will, however, gradually win by its good
effvcts a promivent position among the list of
valuables which curich our materin medica.

NoTe.—A rat killed by inhaling the vapour of the acid,
Fchruury 21, ix at this ime, April 20, 1848, as free fromn
the odour of putrefaciion ax it was the duy it died. Tt has
been kept in & warm room during thetime.  Noindication
of decomporition is apparent.

THE REPORT OF THE VENEREAL
COMMISSION.

The following is an abstract of some of the
leading points of interest in the Report of the
Committee appointed by the Lords of the
Admirality to inquire into the best mode of
treatment of the Venereal Disease, with a view
to diminish its injurious effeets on the men of
the army and navy s—

That part of the Report which relates to the
prevention of venereal disease, having been
required for the use of the Legislature, was
forwarded to the authorities in February, 1866,
and an Act, entitled “ An act for the better
Prevention of Contagious Diseuses at certain
Naval and Military Stations.” 11th June, 1866,
was passed in the last session of Parliament,
in entire accordunce with the recommendations
of your Committee. A copy of that Act is
appended to this Report.

I On the subject of prevention, the Com.
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mittee have no further suggestions to offer;
but they would at the present moment, when
the attention of Parlinment is drawn tc the
subject of better legislation for the mercantile
marine, respectfully call attention to the con-
cluding passage of that Report, referring to
“the fertile sourco of disease in cur sea-port
towns afforded by the sailors of the merchant
service."”

II. Referring to the declarction of Dr.
Macloughlin laid before the Adiniralty, that
the health of the men in the public service
(soldiers and sailors) is habitually damaged by
the use of mercury, which the writer alleges to
be indiscriminately administered by surgeons
in the public service, for the cure of n discase,
which, in his opinion, has no existence, they
afirm that, on the contrary, the evidence es-
tablishes that the practice generally adopted in
the Navy and Army is in accordance with the
methods mest approved by the highest authori-
ties in the profession, and that the medical
oflicers of both services have shown themselves
to be thoroughly impressed with the import-
ance of a careful and judicious treatment of the
discase. They also atfirm that there is a syphi-
litic virus, and that syphilis is a disease as spe-
cific as smallpox.

11I.  As to the origin oy yphilis several of
the witnesses, and with them o portion of the
committee concur in opinion, expressed their
belief that syphilis, under favoring circum-
stances, may be generated spontancously.  That
syphilis was first introduced into Europe at the
Intter end of the fitteenth century, is an epinion
now eutertained by the few.

IV. Of Venereal Sores they describe two
species: the syphilitie nud simple.

The simple local sore, the influcnce of which
never extends beyond the inguinal glands, is
emincutly contagious, producing similar sores,
but is incapable of infecting the constitution ;
like gonorrhera, it is often the product of irri-
tating amd contagions seeretions.  This is the
most common form of venereal sore, and pre-
vails over all other varicties in a ratioof about
four to one.

The syphilitic sore is seen under three forms:
one chaincterized by induration throughout its
entire course ; one soft in its carly stage and
becoming subsequently indurated ; and oune soft
throughout its whole course, but which, unlike
the simple local sore, is follow:1 by constitu-
tional disease. Al primary venereal sores are
liable to juvolve the inguinal glands; the soft
frequently, the hard almost invariably.

The evidence is conclusive as to the impos-
sibility of pronouncing with certainty upon the
character of a sore on its first appearance, 1. e,
as to whether it will or will not be followed by

.

constitutional symptoms ; in other words, whe-
ther or not it be a syphilitic sore. As a rule,
however, the exceptions to which are rare, 2
soft sore, whether followed by suppurating
bubo or not, is only a local disease, and dces
not infect the constitution; and an indurated
sore, more especially if accompanied by indu-
rated inguinal glands, does infect the constitu-
tion.

V. The constitutionnl manifestations of
syphilis follow the primary sore st an uncer-
tain interval of time, ranging from four to ten
wecks. the average term being about six wecks.

Although the evidence tends to the belief in
the occasionnl development of any of thess
forms of eruption and other disease, in a given
ease, the Committee have sufficient ground for
exprassing their opinion that the dry and paio-
less € as'of errprin, viz., psoriasis, lepra, and

tab. ., but especinlly the iwo former varie-

ties, Lonstitie tire predominant symptoms fol-
Jowing tho induru 1 sore, and that the remain-
der more commoxly follow the varitics of the
soft or moist sore. :

V1. Syphilis in its ultimate form is capable
of affecting every organ of the body. The
¢i nages which oceur in the invetorate forms of
the more advanced stages of syphilis, are due
to the deposition of a fibro-plnstic material in
the various tissues of the body. This product
uppears to be identical with that which. in the
so~called “secondary”™ stage, is exuded in the
boues, in the glands, on the iris, and indedd in
the indurazed chancre itself; but is now liabls
to be poured out in any structure, where areolar
tissue exists. In addition to these character-
istic and peculiar effects of syphilis, there is a
tendency in those who have long heen its vio-
tims to suffer from degeneration of ths tissues
of the body ; and thus a very frequent cause of
the mortality ii: long-standing syphilis is a uni.
versal fatty or lardaceous decay ¢f the organs.

VII.  Hereditary Syphilis is the cause of a
numbcr of cases of still-births and ahortions,
and of well-known changes in the develcpment
of tho intant. Thus, very often the whole
body is puny, the forchead projects, the noseis
flattened, the skin around the mouth is ofien
puckered from old ulcerations; and lastly, and
most important, a peculiar change takes place
in the teeth, the incisors being dwarfed in size, -
narrowed, rounded, ~ud notched.

VIIL As to the Period of Incubation.
Upon the whole, the weight of evidence greatly
preponderates in favor of the view that there
is no definite period of incubation, either for
the infecting or the non-infecting sore ; assum-
ing the term incubation to imply such efa uni-
formity as exists in the period of incnbaticn of
other specific discases, as measles, smallpox, &e.
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IX. Aastothe date expressed at which the
constitution is involved. It is possible that
the poison of syphilis may bo carried into the
circulation frcm the moment of contact, in
whatever manner that is effected; but it is moro
probable that time is required to this end.

X. The mode iu which the poison is received
into the system is equally doubtful.

XI.  As to the question of unity or duality
of virus, they add, that there is probably but
one true syphilitic poison exerting its influence
upon the soil in which it is implanted, produc-
ing various forms of true syphilitic sores, dif-
foring in different individuals, modified Ly
health, and by constitution, by locality, and
probably by its ever-varying intensity.

" XIL  Of thirty-threo witnesses, twenty-
three nsserted that one attack of syphilis gives
no future immunity.

XIII.  As to relapses, and the period of
safety for marriage. The subject admits of
division into safety as respects imparting the
disease in its secondary stage to the other sex,
directly through the medium or the sceretions ;
and safety as respects imparting it indirectly,
through the ftus to the mother. Some wit-
nesses do not admit the former Hability, while
the majority consider that secondary discasc
may be directly imparted through the medium
of a moist secretion, s from a tuberele; but
all agree in the belief that a syphilitic father,
though presenting no appearance of discase,
may beget a syphilitic child, and that that child,
through the medium of its blood, may impart
the disease to its previously healthy mother.

XIV. Evidence is conclusive to the effect
that syphilis may be communicated by inter-
course during either of its stages, Jocal or con-
stitutional.

The Local and other Tarieties of Soft Sore.
—The simple or non-infecting sore (and, in-
Jeed, all sores unmarked by specific induration)
should bo treated almost entircly by local
applications, having for their object o allay
pain or inflammation, and protect the sore from
injury. There is no remarkable feature in the
progress of the inguinal glands towards suppu-
ration which demands comment. "Their liabi-
lity to suppurate, however, renders the destruc-
tion of the sore by escharotics desirable, Such
trestment should only be resorted to in the
earliest atages of the sore, und probably not
Iater than two days from its first appearance.

Mercury will neither arrest the progress of
glandular enlargement, nor prevent suppura-
tion,

The balance of two opinions is rather favour-
able to treatment of the primary hard sore by
mercury. The alternative to the employment
of mercury consists in simple local treatment,

the avoidance of local irritants, whether medi-
cal or mechanical, attention to cleanliness, and
to the improvement of the general henlth.

If treatment by mercury be selected, the
agent should be administered more freely to a
strong and vigorous person than to one of deli-

I cate habit; and whatever the mode of exhibi-

tion, whether employed internally by the
mouth, by inunction, or by means of vapor-
baths, tho first indication of its presence in the
system should be accompanied by a reduction
of the quantity employed, and the reduced dose
maintained so long us an impression is made on
the deposit, and the bodily health of the indi-
vidual remains undisturbed.

Treatment of primary sores, whether by ex-
cision or hy escharotics, constitutes a prominent
feature in the modern praciice of surgery, and,
under favorable conditions, may be resorted to
with great advantage.

In the case of the soft infecting sore, it is
obviously of great moment to destroy the locul
poison, and avert the train of constitutional
symptoms which may possibly, nay, probably
will, follow. Should the destruction of this
sore by caustie fail of its object by reason of jts
imperfect application, or of the'ton ndvanced
stage of the sore, it is not improbable that the
consequences would be injurious, and that an
carlier development of the poison in the system
would result. The rule of practice, which
limits the operation of destruction to the two
or three days from the first development of the
sore, must, therefore, be strictly adhered to.
For the reasons before given, itis an operation
which can rarely be resorted to with'a pros-
pect of suceess in the hospital class of patients,

The application of local agents for the pur-
pose of destroying the hard sore is uscless.

XVI.  Treatment of Syphiliz, i.e., Consti-
tutional Discases.  Mercury. The opinion of
the Cowmittee is unanimous in favor of mer-
cury us the most efficient agent yet known in
the treatment »f constitational syphilis.  Mer-
cury cannot be deemed a specific in the ordi-
nary aceeptance of that term, and does not
appear to exercize any direet influence on the
puison of syphilis, but on the cffects of the
poison only.  If there be any forms of syphilis
i which mercury is especinlly contraindieated,
they are the pustular and rupial forms of the
discase. When the gums and breath are af-
fected, it may be inferred that the mayimum
quantity of mercury that can prove serviceable
in tho treatment has been reached, and it is
desirable to rednce the quantity,

Sarsaparilla possesses no especial virtues of
its own, and is inferior to the various forms of
bark.

The same remark may be made of guaiacum,
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sassafras, and of tho Indinn root of Mudar,
which at one time was largely employed by the
natives of Indin us n supposed antisyphilitic
agent.

Upon this important branch of their instruc-
tions, the Committee are of opinion—1. That,
until a more efficient vemedy be discovered,
the occasional employment of mercury cannot
be dispensed withs 2, Fhat, employed in mo-
deration, and under judicious restrictions, it is
to the large majority of coustitutions harmless;
and 3. ‘That, when employed in such larger
quantities as will enuse salivation, the excess is |
not only useless, but assumes the churacter of
u poison.

The belief in the value of mercury s an
amtisyphilitic agent is strengthencd by observa-
tion of its remarkable influence in the heredi-
tary syphilis of new-born childven.  The ovi-
dence of the withesses testifies strongly 1o the *
value of mereurial tremtment, by the adoption
of which children in great numbers are annual- |
Iy restored to health,

XVIL  Althongh they have reason to he- '
lieve that Syphilization may prove servicenhle
in such ehronie eases as have failed to yield to
more ordinary treatment, lllc)’ have no sufli-
cient evidence of its curative properiies to out- :
weigh the obvious ohjections to its general
empioyment: and, even accepting the entire
truth of the reports of its curative powers, the ;
treatment s repuguant to the habits and feel- -
ings of the profession in this country, and, in !
the majority of cases, is slow of operation. |

XVIIL  The syphilis of infants has no ene. '
my to contend with more potent than a weak
aml amemic state of the constitution, which
disappears on the improvement of the general
health.  The disease, for the most part, accord-
ing to the evidenve nhove referred to, attacks
children ill-nourished and il-tended. who con- .
seguently fail in vigor of circulation.  These
children are pliced on @ neurishing diet, and
supplied with strengthening remedies, medieal
und dieteties and the disease subsides, and the
cure is deckired to be effeeted at a shortes date
than that ebtained through treatment by mer-
eury.

Such is the evidence hefore the Committee,
founded, however, on a rather Hmited number
of easex, but which, although numerieally small,
is sufficiently imporumt to claim the attention
of the profession, and to justify a renewed in-
quiry fna luger and more general field of
observation,

XX.  Phayedana. Tn nearly all forms of
phagedarua, the morbid action will cease on the
destruction of the affected part. The agent |
most generally resorted to is nitric acid, which,
in the less active forms of the disease. may he

reduced in strength by the addition of three,
six, or eight proportions ot water. In the
severe and destructive eaamples, nothing short
of the strong acid, or any other equally power-
ful escharotic, will suffice to arrest it. The
constitutional forms are extremely intractable.
They defy the ingenuity of the surgeon, and
get at naught every variety of remedy brought
to bear on them.  With a worn and debilitated

: frume, bark, iodine, mineral acids, wine and

nutritious food, and the freshest accessible
atmosphiere, are the principal remedies on
which relinnee must be placed—Br, Med. Jour,

INFLUENCE DF DIET UPON THE
MOTHER'S MILK.

The contradictory opinions that are enter
tained in respect to the influence of diet upon
the quantity and quality of the milk, induced
Dr. Subotin, of St. Petersburg, to institute &
scries of experiments, to settle, as far as pos-

, sible, the question.

His investigations led him to the following
conclusions :—

L. “That animal food increases the daily yield
of milk. while a diet cf vegetables diminishes
it. Tood of a fatty nature caused a marked
diminution of the milk, and even, when per
sisted in, its entire suppression. -

2. The character of the food had an eutire
influence upon the relative praperties of the
several elements which enter into the composi-

! tiun of the milk. By an animal diet the amount

of the solid matters was increased, and this in-
crease was especially shown in an augmentation
of fatty material. The increase of casein was
less evident. The augmentation of these twe
substanees in the milk was not merely relative,
but absolute; the daily amount of milk secreted
being increased by nnimal food. ~The propog-
tion of its albuminous and saline ingredients
underwent scarcely any appreciable change.
Under the use of an animal diet thero was not
detected any large reduction of the saccharine
matter of the milk, ns Beusch supposed to
oceur ; neither was the opinion confirmed by
the experiments of Dra. Beusch, Playfair, and
others, that the fatty constituents of the milk
are angmented by a vegetable, and diminished
by an animal diet. By a chauge from un ani-
mal to a vegetable dict the quantity of the solid
ingredients of the milk, numely, the fat and
casein, was diminished, while the snccharine
matter was somewhat increased. By fatty
fuod the solid ingredients of the milk were but
relatively increased, especially the butyraceous,
while at the sume time there was a decrease
in the sugar,

3. The fact developed hy the experiments of
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Dr. 8, namely, that by animal food, the quan-
tity of butter in the milk is so much increased,
would seem to prove that the fatty matter of
the milk is formed, in a great measure at leust,
from the albumen.—dmertcan Journal Medical
Seiences.

We have been favoured by witnessing some
experiments performed by Dr. Richardson with
new anmsthatic agent, methylic ether. This
substance is made by acting on methylic alco-
hol with sulphuric acid, and washing the pro-
duct with solution of potash. Methylic ether
is_obtained as a gas, but it is very soluble in
ether and aleohol.  One volume of water takes
up thirty seven volumes of the gus. Its
chemical composition ie (CH,),0. The speci-
fic gravity of the vapour is 28. Dr. Richardson's
experiments were performed with this yas dis-
solvedin ether to saturation.  As an anwesthetic
agent it differs from ordinary ether in its lower
specific gravity and in the fact that blood ab-
sorbs it much more readily. (Arcording to
Dr. Richardson, blood will dissolve at 60°
Fahr. as much ordinary ether as would
represent twenty-two volumes of vapour. At
the same temperature blood will dissolve
thirty-six volumes of methylic ether vapour.
At tge temperature of the body, 98° the ab-
sorption would be in nearly half these propor-
tions—i.e., tho cirzulating blood would take up
eleven volumes of common ether vapour and
eighteen volumes of methylic ether vapour.)
The experiments we witnessed were made on
pigeons. In one case the animal was placed
under s bell-jar, and the atmosphere impreg-
nated with methylic ether; in the other the
pigeon was mado to inhale the vapour from a
kind of vespirator. 1In both cuses complete
anmsthesia was very rapidly and easily pro-
duced. The sleep was quiet and perfect.  The
- anwsthetic appears to produce its effect without
agitation or convulsion, and it is not generally
followed by sickness. In the case of one of
the pigeons the cyes remained open during
insensibility, The rapid action of this anwms-
thetic in all the experiments—Iless than a
minute—prints it out as likely to be specially
useful in quick operations, such as tooth-draw-
ing, where it is desirable that ansesthesia should
be rapidly produced. Dr Richardson bas ex-
perimented on himself with this substance. It
was observed that in his case there was no
preliminary spasm about the larnyx or else-
where, no rigidity, no a'teratiou of colour, or
lividity. The anmsthesi. was perfect. was
preceded by no convulsion, : nd followed by no
sickness. During the rministration the pulse
rose to about 86. We hope in a succeeding
number to give our readers some further details

of experiments made with this very promising
agent.—Medical TVmes and Gazetle.

The important discovery has been made by
M. Chauveau that vaccine matter is soluble in
glycering, the solution retaining all the active

qualitics of the virus. Already two physiolo- .

gists have come forwurd to dispute M. Chau-
venu’s claim to priority, At a late meeting of
the Aeademy of Medicine of Paris, M. Mialhe
demanded that his communiceation, forwarded
to one of the commissions ns early us April,
1867, should be read. Ile stated that in this
communication he had completely forestalled
M. Chauvenu's discovery.

We wonld call uttention to the advertisement
of Messrs Codmnn & Shurtleff, to be found in
this number.

It is quite unnceessnry for us, at present. to
say anything about the use of local ana-sthesis
and the treatment of throut nud bronehinl affee-
tions by the inhalation of atomized liguids, as
we purpeee in a future number of the Jornyar
to give cume cases illustruting the beneficinl
results arising therefrom. It is sufficient for
us to say that we have used the Shurtlef’
atomizer, No. 2, and can recommend it as a
well made and very wsefu! instrument, and
fully sustains the reputation of this well known
firm as first class manufucturers of Surgical
Instruments and Appliances.

The Editors solicit original communications
from the regular faculty in all parts of these
Provinces ; and while reserving the most ab.
solute right of declining those which they think
unsuitadle, pledge themselves that all papers
shall receive immediate attention.

MEDICAL DIARY OF THE QUARTER.
Provincial and City Hospital—Daily Visits at 12 M.
Aug.—Phys. on duty, Dr. Cowic; Surg., Dr. Tupper.
Seppto— “ Dr. Hattie; e Dr. Slng?tet.
Oct.— “ Dr. Black; “  Dr. Jenninga,
Hulifax Dispensary—Daily, at 12 M.~

Canadinn Medical Association meets at Moutreal fn

September.

Tne Provinciar )12;:;17;1:1;;15:—‘!;.—1:5;&
quarterly.  Subscription $1.50 yer annum, Physicians
wishing to subscribe are requested ‘to send their names
and address, with subscription enclosed, to either of the
Fditors, Halifax.



/ - CODMAN & SHURTLEFF'S
/paratus for Local Anzsthesia and Atomization of Liquids, -

codman & txvAtLErD,
208t0n.

CCOAN & UnVaTLEPT,

N

Fia. 1. Fia. 6.
€5 Will be gent by mail (post-paid) on application,
A PAMPHILET, .

oontaining two articles by distinguished foreign authority, on

C\‘{NHALATION OF ATOMIZED LIQUIDS,”

with formulm of those successfully employed.

An article by Dr. J. L. W. THUDICHUM, M.R.C.P, on
_"A NEW MODE OF TREATING DISEASES OF THE NASAL CAVITY,”

with his fermule,

An illustrated description of the Jest apparatus for the above
E‘urposes, and for producing X.ocal Anssthesia by Atomization, with
ither, by the method of Dr. Ricnarnsox of London; or with Rhigolene,
a8 described by Dr. Hexer J. BiceLow, in the Boston Zfedical and
Surgical Journal of April 19, 1866. The following is an extract from
a note from Dr. Bigelow:—

T kave thua far found nothing better for freezing with Rhigolens than the tubes
made tga‘;ou afier the pattern I gave you, and which I still use with your other
appara! :

Dr. J. Masox Wangex 8ay8:—

“ Your apparatua for Atomization of Lignids scems to have been carefully made,
and I thiok it an eficient one where required for treatment of discases of the Threat
acd Lungs. The apparatus for Local Anmsthesia which you meade for me answers the
purpoze perfectly.” !

PRICES.

Steam Apparatus (sce fig. 1) completo, with two Glass Atomizxing Tubes and

Frce Skicid, packed for transportation . . . . o . o . ... . 81200
Shurtleff’s Atonizing Apparatus, (patented March 24, 1868, —sce fig.

b), with two Glass Tubes for Inhalation, packed . . . . . ST
Hand Ball Apparatus with two Glass Atom!zing Tubes for Inhalation,

PaCked . o v o 4 4 4w e e e e e e e e e e e s X
Silver Plated Tubes, for Local Anwesthesia, each s e e e e ... 200
Rhigoleno for Local Anwmsthesia, best qpality, packed « . o+« . . . o+ 100
Nasal Douche, or Apparatus of Dr. Tuupicnuy for Treating Diseases of

the Nnsal Cavity,packed . « « . « . ¢« « ¢« o« o « + « « 260t0860

{Por complete illustrated price-iist of the above see painphlet.]
. [ s5% OTEERR SIDB OF LEAP.

o« .

)



- Cur dtonidzing Apparatus is made with the utng&\é\ :
with view to its complete efticiency, oonvenience, snd darability,
‘every one is warranted. The Steam Afppamms has been ndc‘:{;ted

the “Supply Table,” ns the standard for the United-States Amy,

Gold Ifelal has lately been awa-ded us by the Middlesex Mechunied

Association, for Atomizing and Surgical Instruments, 08 will be seen from\,

the followiag repart, signed by. a leading New-England Sargeon «nd b

Physician:

1503. Codman & Shurtieff, Boston, Mass., One Case Siur-
gical Instruments and Atomizers.

“The Committee have nc hesitation in awarding for this superb exhibition the
Lighest premium, # @ "o & & s Crpe various other instruments

for Inkzlation ¢~ Atomired Liquids, and for Local Anmsthesia, were all opparentiy
fiultless, both i design and workmanuhi‘p. The exhibitors are rej ed a» uiore
eapecinlly deserving of the highest token of merit for having produce nothing except
of their own munufacture,
. GOLD MeD.L,
(Signed) GILMAN KIMBALL, M.D., Chairman.™

The parts of each kind being interchangeable, ph.{sicinns at a dis-
tance can ba sure that in ordering tubes, &e., they will be adapted to
the apparatus previously purchased,

‘e

ALSO FOR SALE:

Cemmenn's Stethoscopes, Artlculated . . . . L ~X11]
“ “ Disarticulating . . . . . . . . .. . 860
Laryngoscopes, complete . . ., . . . “ e e e o o o 17.00t0 28.00
8implo Throat Mirrors . . . ., , . . L 1
Ophthalmoscopes, Licbreleh’s . . . . . . . DI 1)
HoltsDilator . . . . . ., .. ... e e e e . . 1800
Barner’ ST T ORI 10 X1}
Bowman’s Probes, perset. . . ., . . . S e e e e e v o . 40D
Willinma® Modification of same, pereat. . . . ... . .., 500
Large Ear Mirrors St e e e e e i v e e i e . . 450t 500
Hypodermic Syringes ., . . . . . v e e e o o o . . 400t016.00
Miller's Intra-Uterino Scarificator {postpadd) . . . .. . ... 700
“ “« “ “ Inceso(postpald) . . . . . .. am
Zsthlometers . . . ., . . ., . . c e e 4 e . o . 8.60t05.00
Lente's Intra-Uterine Caustic Instruments e e e e o e« . 150t04.00
French Rubber Urinals, with valves, malo, for night or dey . . .. . 700
@ “ . €« 7] [ 3 o dﬁy unly e e e e 5.{30

" “ ° “ o «” femalo " {4 . . . - . . 4.w

Vn.cclnamm,Automﬂc,inm(poat-paid). c e e e oo o oo, 400

Tresses — Spinal and Abdominal Su porters — Shoulder Braoes— Suspernsory Banda.
fre — Elestic Hose — Meditine Trunks end Pocket Medicing Cases — Otoscopes —
Endosco;ws—Dr. Sayre’s Splints for Hip-Joint Discase — Fever Thermoxicters
Pecpirators — Syringes — Crutches — Universal Syringes — Galvanic Battories and
A;:ipacnztua — Uterine Sponge Tents— French Conicsl and Olive-tipped Bougics
an theters.

°  Skeletons, Skulls, Maniking, Anatomical and Patholo ical Models and Charts

on hand or imported to order; prices on application. All Instraments, Imple-
ments, and Materinls used by dentists, always on hand. Apparatus for Club
Feet, Weak Ankles, Bow Legs, Spinal Curvature, and other &cformiﬁc:, made
to order. ' L

INSTRUMENTS MADE TO ORDER, SHARPEMNED, POLISHED, AND REPAIRED.

CODMAN & SHURTLEFF, - -"13 & 15 TREMONT ST, BOSTON

Ankers and Importers of Surgical and Dontat Iustroments.,
. [sz® otnxr 3101 or Lxay.
[ . .
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] ' H. P. BQRTQN, .
ke tesale and Detuil Aruygist,.

Cornes of George and Granville Strects,
HALIFAX, N. S.

ADGRISE DROULS ARD REDISIRES |

of the best quality constantly in stock.

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS imported at short notice. *

Physicians will find i. 10 their advantage to send theirorders as above, as none hut the ve;
Y 2" . © ry
best descriptions of Drugs ere kept.

&5~ ALL OrDERS PUNCTUALLY ATTENDED TO.

CHEBUCTO DRUG STORHE,

Corney Ifollis and Sackville Streets,
EALIFAX, IN.S.

WILLIAM CALDWELL, Jr.,, PROPRIETOR.

Offers to the Profession, at the lowest prices, as govd and reliailc Preparations as can be
obtained clsewhere.

A FULL ASSORTMENT OF

Pure Chominls, Dngs, Lowders, &r.

ELASTIC STOCKING AND KXNEE CAPS, "
GATHETERS, SYRINGES, TRUSSES, SUPPORTERS, '

SURGICAL AAD DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, LEECHES, &c.

Family Recelpts Carefully Prepared.
MEDICINE CHESTS FITTED UP AT THE SHORTEST NOTIOE

Physiciang Dreseriptions personally attended fo.

&~ Open on Sundays from 10 to 11, A. M, and 5 to 6, P. M
R. T. MUIR,

WEOLISALE 4§D RETAIL DOORSBLLEL

MANUFACTURING STATIONER,

DEALER IN

Bager  Bangings, Wlindato Blinds,
BLANK BOOKS, PHOTOGRAPHIC ALBUNS, FARGY GOODS,

SMALL WARES, &c.
123 Granviile Sireet, o « + o ¥alifax, N.S.




" BROWN, BROTHERS & ¢o.
M T U3, 4 and 5 Ordnance Square, ‘
T HALIFAX, N.s.

a .
N .

WEIOLEBESALE AND DISPEN SING .

CHRIIISTS AND DROUGCEISTS,
PURE DRUGS, CHEMICATLS,
PHARWAGEOTICAL  PREPARATIONS,

'Inc]uding Acids, Alkaloids, Resinoids, Medicinal Roots and Barks, Esseatial and Etherial Oils,
Ethers, Tinctures, Oiutments, &c.

. ALSO )
ELASTIC STOC: INGS, AS!(LETS, KNEE CAPS,
Boxeres and CATHEYRS in Gum, Elastic and Nilver,

. SYRINGES TRUSSES, SUPPGRTERS,
POCKET DRESSING INSTRUMENTS.

Sresh Lreoches,

BROWN, BROTHERS & CO. being importers and ma
will find iv to their advantage to send
Prescriptions ana Fa

& ONLY THE BEST QUALITY OF

nufacturers on g large scale, Physiciang
their orders to them.

mily Recipes accurately prepared,
Dures, &c, rerr 1y STOCK.

—_—

—~—-c

s. ... 3DHN'K, BENT, .

abaer P

. I24 Granville Street, = = - Halifux, N. 9.

IMPORTER, WEOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER In

DRUGS, MEDIGIVES, <

DYE STUFFS, BRUSHES
- PERFUMERY, SEEDS, &o.

BURGICAY, AND POCKET INSTRUMENTS !}npomd ‘at sbost notice.

.

~
-

ELASTIC KNEE CAPS, .-.
STOCKINGS, TRUSSES, CATHETE
: A constantly on hapd.

1

RS, &o.

&7~ Ordors from Physicians soloited ana Promptly attonded to, |
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