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Causes or Division 1N tas CHURCH
axp Prosprers or Unity.

Sacred history makes known to us
that at a very carly periodof the church,
and even when it was under apostolic
superintendence, it began to be agitated
with discordant sentiments, and violent
contentions. Strifeand debatearose ev-
en withinthose sacred precincts where
the gospel of peace had shed its light
and soothing influence on the darkened
understandings and warring passions of
such as owned obedience to the faith,
and who were united in the bands of a
love that never faileth. It would ap-
pear, at least in reference to the Chris-
tian comwunity in Corinth,* that
these disputesariginated from an undue
partiality in different partics cach to

¢See Epistles to the Corinthians, passim.

their favorite teacher—a too frequent
cause of schismin the body of Christ
during «ll its subsequent history. “One
admired the plainness and the purity of
Paul’s docttine; another was charmed
with the eloquence of Apollos: one
professed adherence to Cephas on ac-
count of his greater veneration for Jew-
ish ceremonies; and another prided him-
self on his superiority to human teach-
ers, and professed to be a follower of
Christ alone, perhaps because he he-
longed to the chwrch of Jerusalem, and
had seen Christ in the flesh.” These
were certainly in  themselves harnn-
less partialities. Such predilections
seem to be unavoidabic, oconstituted as
human nature is, in a society of por-
sons whose capacities, acquirements
and tastes aro unequal and various. We
cannot perceive that there was aught
morally wreng in on¢e mun, who perhaps
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better able to appreciate it than some
of his brethren, preferred the close and
nervous reasoning of the apostle of the
Gentiles; or in the other, who, inferior
in intellectual attaimnent might be more
charmed with harmonious cadences and
graceful gestures: and it was quite
natural in a Jew, who retained his vene-
ration for the ritual of his fathers, to
hold in higher esteem the apostic of the
circumcision ; ard we cannot but regard
it as an amiable trait in the character of
one who hadenjoyed the personal teach-
ing of Him who spake as never man
spake, that he highly estimated this
singular felicity, and ina peculiar sense
called Christ, master. The error con-
sisted not in the indulgence of these
prefereuces, but in certain affections of
mind,and sectarian practices which were
perniitted to grow out of them.

For it is manifest that the undue in-
dulgence of these predilections for par-
ticular teachers, led to the introduction
into the Corinthian church of a prac-
tice that prevailed smong the philo-
sophical sects of Greece—that of as-
suming the name of the teachers whom
they respectively followed. It was
custumary to designate the different
schools of philosophy by the names of
their founders; hence we have the Epi-
cureang, Pyrhonists, Platonists, and
hence the people of Antioch, following
this custom first called the disciples of
Christ, Curistians. In this there was
no impropriety for the name designated
the classand the creed. But all the
Christian teachers taught the same gos-
pel of which Christ was the author,
and they were nothing more than the
instruments of its diffusicn—and con-
sequently for their followers to assume
their name, was something more blame-
able than to introduce an unneccessary
and improper distinction—it was to rob
Christ of the glory due unto His Name.
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Partiality for the human instruments,
led the partizans of each to forget the
Divine teacher, and hence the peculiar
pungeney of the apostles’ ironical ques-
tions—¢ Is Christ divided? was Paul
crucified for you? or were ye baptized
in the name of Paul?”’

But another evil grew out of their
improper party distinctions—a spirit of
intolerance. Diversity of opinion as
to the merits of their respective teach-
Lers, produced mutual disaffection and
hostility, Names, which at first meant
no more than the harmless preference
of the individual, became at length the
incentive of controversy and the watch
word of party. Debates on trivial
questions conducted by the unskillful,
some times it may be in harsh and acri-
monious language, and seldom with any
scrupulous fairness of argument, never
fail to awaken bad passions—the moth-
er and nurse of intolerance. Ilence
arise divisions: and divisions in any com-
munity are more casily made than heal-
ed. One should think it would have
been very easy for one memberof the Co-
rinthian church to admire the wisdom
of Paul without being alicnated from
another who praised the eloquence of
Apollos; but this, the judgment of a

| spectator at a distance, is not always

the sentiment of a man tossed on the
waves of party, dizzy with the agita-
tion, and rendered insensible to every
motive of forbearance and charity.
What a lamentable record of these evils
does the bistory of the church present?
How mournfully do they sometimes fall
under our own observation ! :

Let it not be overiooked,however,that
the authorized teachers were in no de-~
gree to blame for those divisions which
had arisen in the primitive church,
There was no ambiguity in their doc-
trine, no discrepancy in their discipline.

Guided by the same spirit, Paul and
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Apollos, and Ceplias, spoke the same
things, and were perfectly joined to-
gether in the same mind, and in the
same judgment. Some errors indeed
had been introduced by false teachers,
and some sinful practices—retained by
some of the converts from their former
superstitions—were not yetlaid aside ;—
but none of these secem to have been
causes of division in the Corinthian
church. These causes were chiefly to
be found in their unreasonable prefer-
ence for particular teachers and not in
diversity of doctrine. In this respect
the divisions whichexistedin the church
then, differ from the divisions which ex-
ist in the church now; the former arose
from diversity of gifts in the teachers;
the latter, at lcast in the great branches
of the Christian family, arise from va-
rious causes quite independent of the
personal qualifications of particular re-
ligious teachers. Let us illustrate this
subject.

The church has long been divided on
the question ofits government. Dispute
on this point could not arise in the apos-
tolic age—for the company of the faith-
ful would naturally and implicitly sub-
mit to those men who by miraculous
signs gave certain cvidence that they
bore the commission of heaven. Ac-
cordingly we never find any disunion
among the apostles themselves on the
ground of superiority or precedence.
Peter never pretended to be thesuperior
of Paul, nor did Paul assume any au-
thority overJolin. Guided by the same
spirit they were perfectly joined togeth-
er in the same mind and in the same
judgment—and cach seems to have
labored in his own sphere, and to have
ruled withapostolic authaerity over these
he was instrumental in converting to
thefaith. Nor does it appear that their
authority was cverdisputed by the com-
pany of beliecvers who regarded them
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as the inspired ambassadors of Christ,
as teachersand parents—as overseers in
the house of God whom it were impie-
tytodisobey. While the church,there-
fore, remained under such authority
there were no divisions on the question
of its government,

But when these divinely commission-
ed men rested from their labors, they
were gucceeded by pastors who did not
enter into their full autherity, because
they were not, like the apostles, pos-
scssed of inspiration and infallibility.
Their successors in preaching and gov-
ernment—for they had no successors as
apostles—were not inspired——were not
infallible~—and consequently they could
not pretend to assert the same authori-
ty ecither as instructorsor rulers. Whey
they governed, or enacted any disci-
pline, they were bound to oppeal to
apostolic practice or precept: if they
were not borne out by either, their disci-
pline rested only on human nuthority,
and could not be of imperative ob-
jigation. It seems that there must
have arisen at a very early period of the
church, a considerable diversity in the
mode of itsgovernment. ad theapos-
tles laid down a fixed standard—lad
they been as explicit on the order of
discipline as they are upon the subject
of doctrine—this diversity could scarce-
ly have arisen. But it must be manifest
that there is little very positive or
explicit on this subject in the New Tos-
tament scriptures.  And it is not im-
probable that the apostolic practice i:-
self might be varied according to cir-
cumstances. We need uot be surpris-
edtherefore that some diversity of opi-
nion and practice should very soon pre-
vail ona subject on whichno clear posi-
tive rule had beenlaid down by inspired
authority; and that inproportion as men
departed from the Chnstian temper of



340

unity and forbearance, the causes of
division should be multiplied.

The church is at present divided on
the subject of its government into
three grand branches—the Episcopa-
lian, the Presbyterian, and the Con-
gregational, Of these, the Episcopal,
which holds that the entire spiritual
government of the church is invested
in diocesan bishops—has the greatest
number of adherents,for besides a large
body of protestants, the church of Rome
adheres to this system of government.
The Presbyterion party, which holds
that spiritual jurisdiction is invested in
the Presbytery, that is in the ministers
and elders ofa defined territory,compre-
hends a considerable portion of the re-
formed churches. The Congregational
party, which may be considered an off-
shoot of the Presbyterian, do not,strict-
ly adhere to any system of government,
but each society is guided solely by the
public voice of its own members. We
do not at present intend to enter into
any discussion on the comparative mer-
its of these three systems. We now
simply advert to the fact of their exis-
tence, and that their respective support-
ers generally allege the united author-
ity of scripture, history, and expediency
for their establishment. Here then we
have a cause of division different from
any that existed while the church was
under apostolic superintendence. That
was founded on a mere preference for
particular teachérs; this arises from dis-
agrecment on the interpretation of
scripture, of apostolical practice, and
of expediency. It isscarcely to be ex-
pected that there will ever be an entire
unanimity of sentiment on these points,
since the Holy Spirit has been pleased
to leave them indeterminate.

But agreed as Christians are on the
great ends for which spiritual govern-
ment is ipstituted in the church—it is
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quite possible for them all to aim at the
same thing, though by methods some-
what different; to be actuated by the
same kind affection towards each other;
and to be guided by the same practical
judgment in all matters referring to
their own salvation, or the extension of
the Redeemer’s kingdom in the werld.
Whenever such beartfelt sentiments
shall prevail in the church, divisions on
matters of mere opinion will be more
rare—Christians will be so enwraped
with the grand objects of their faith and
vocation as to lose sight of minute dr-
versities—and there are few enlightened
Christians, methinks, who would not
rather see the church united on some
modification of any of the three systems
of government, than see it disunited
and enfeebled in its power of achieving
larger conquests over the kingdom of
darkness.

Another cause of division may be
found in difference of doctrine, The
doctrines of Christianity are contained
in o written record. Itis impossible
perhaps to write in any human language
in such a manner as to preclude the
possibility of misinterpretation, Al-
though the record itself were quite free
from ambijguity,the conclusions that men
draw from it would soon become dis-
similar, and many times contrary. It
would be nothing more than what was
to be expected that some diversity of
belief should exist among Christians on
the sublime mysteries of their faith,
But when we look narrowly into the
creeds of different churches, we may
be as much surprised by their similarity
as by their differences. The doctrines
contained in the creed commonly called
the apostles’, seem to be admitted by
nearly all—and it confessedly contains
the main pillars of the Christian faith.
It iy true that different sectaries have
connected with these pillars various
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drapery, The papistadornstheminsuch
excess as almost to conceal them; and
even the protestant sometimes indulges
his faucy and mokes them appear very
unlike what they are in their naked ma-
jesty and proportions, But still these
pillars remaining, we may hope that they
will ore day be stripped of their cob-
webs and incumbrances, and stand forth
in that beauty which they received from
the hand of the Divine Arcintect. We
may hope that the Romanist will aban-
don his dark and uncertain traditions,
and adhere exclusively to the law and
to the testimony—that brighter light
shining in on the Protestant churches,
will cause nicer shades of doubtful
opinions to melt away, and that,all re-
turning to the simplicity of the Gospel
of Christ, may yet, in the sense intend-
ed, be perfectly joined together in the
same mind, and in the same judgment.

A third cause of division may be
found in the ritual of public worship—
that is, the form and order in which the
worship of God is conducted in the
Christian assembly, and the ordinances
of the church are administered. All that
is wanted here is a return to primitive
simplicity. Numerous rites and cere-
monies have in latter ages been admit-
ted into the church, which the apostles
never practised and never enjoined. In
the manner of offering praise to God all
denominations of Christians scem to
agree—singing psalms to God with the
voice, accompanied, or not, with in-
strumental music. In making suppli-
cation to God some use a prescribed
form, others offer up their desires unto
God as the spirit may give them utter-
ance. In the manner of celebrating the
Lord’s supper there is no material dif-
ference among Protestants, On the
administration of bartism, disputes have
arisen, as to its manner, by sprinkling
or immersion, and as to its subjects, in-
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fants or ndults. May we not safely
state, that although on these points
there be some allowance for difference
of opinion, therc is none which ought
to disturb the unity of the church, or
preclude the exercise of Christian for-
bearance. Why should we be offended
because & community of our fellow
Christians in their supplications to God
should use always the same form? If
they find it more profitable—why not?
We might feel it an irksome restraint—
we might question the authority of any
one who should prescribe in that mat-
ter—we might prefer offering up our
prayers unto God according to the ever
varying desires and circumstances of
human life—and by <o doing in our own
judgment we follow the more excellent
way. But thisis not a sufficient rea-
son for breaking asunder the bonds of
Christian unity. I may not become a
stated member of their assembly, but 1
may still regard them as brethren in
Christ: and the same sentiments may
be cherished by Christians whether they
commemorate their Lord’s death, sit-
ting around his table,or kneeling around
an altar—whether in infancy or mature
life they have received the waters of
baptism. Itisa pity,we maysometimes
think,that there is not greater uniform-
ity throughout the church in the modes
of its worship; we may fervently desire
to seeit; in regard to outward form
and order in the worship of God wo
reckon it attainable; we may look for-
ward to a purer state of the church
when greater uniformity shall exist in
itsorder, and when in the full sense of
the apostle, all shall speak the same
thing, and there shall be no divisions
among us; but we shall be perfectly
Jjoined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.

A fourth cause of division may be
found in the different views entertaiued
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on the subject of ministerial order and
spualification.  From the apostolicalage
there has been an order of men in the
church specially set apart and ordained
for the pastoral office. Every sect in
the church still professes to preserve
this order, except the Quakers, and per-
haps u few other sectaries still more in-
considerable than they. Wherever in
any of the known regular churches
there is a congregation, there must be
a pastor to preside over ity and to dis-
pense its ordinauces. Widely different
as the Episcopalian, Preshyterian and
Independent systems are in many res-
pects, they all agree in the necessity of
an educated and ordained ministry.
There is therefore 2 high degree of
unanimity throughout the Christian
church—as to the necessity of an or-
dained,or constituted ministry by whom
alone the ordinances of the church may
be duly administered. They arc all
agreed also, we think on this point, that
ordination, or the appointment to the
office of the holy ministry, can only
come from persons who are themselves
invested with the office, that is from
ministers. Hence among the adherents
of Epiccopacy, ordination is adminis-
tered by the Bishop alone; among the
adherents of Presbytery that rite is
performed by the ministerial inembers
of Presbytery; among the Independ-
ents, a pastor is commonly ordained by
@ few of the ministers of neighboring
congregations. Thereis much diversi-
ty indeed in the mode, but it is pleasing
to observe a uniformity in the scriptural
principle, that no one is entitled to ex-
ercise the office of the Christian minis-
try unless he be specially called and or-
dained to it, and that the right of or.
daining belongs only to those who are
alrcady invested with the ministerial
character. ¢ Here they are perfectly
joined together in the same mind, and
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in the same judgment.” Let us now
advert to the points and causes of their
difference, According tothe Episcopal
system, the Bishop claims to be & high-
er order than the Presbyter, maintains
thut o title to that office can only he
conferred by himself, and consequently
refuses to acknowledge the ministerial
character and acts of all such as have
not received prelatic ordination; more-
over he claims the sole right in virtue
of his office of superintending all epir-
itual affairs within his diocese, and of
deciding in all matters of controversy
that may arise within it. But accord-
ing to the Presbyterian system, this pre-
latical authority is deemed an usurpa-
tion; it is contended that all Presbyters
or elders are of the seme rank, without
any precedence, cxcept such as is tem-
porary and elective, and that regular
ordination can be conferred only by the
laying on of the hands of the Presby-
tery; and the Presbytery claim the
same right collectively, which the epis-
copel prelate does individually, of su-
perintending and regulating the spirit-
ual affairs of all congregations within
their hounds. On the other hand the
Independent system disclaims the au~
thority both of Bishop and Presbytery:
it owns no spiritual jurisdiction what-
ever; no mnecessary bond of union be-
tween ministers and congregations; ac-
cording to it every little community
stands alone and is entitled to manage
its own affairs without any control or
superintendence, or any tribunal to
which it may appeal should disputes
arise. Here then there are systemns
which cannot coslesce; and unil they
receive some modification there can be
no hope of unity in the church. Epis-
copacy and Independentism, in their
pure model, are the two extremes; in
the former an individual graspsall pow-
er; in the latter all authority is anni-
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hilated; the one is pure spiritual mo-
nocracy, the other is unlimited spiritual
democracy; in the former the order of
the church is subjected to the will of an
individual from whose decision there is
no appeal; in the latter it is subjected
to the will of the people on whose un-
reasonable caprice there is no restraint.
Strange if such extremes should cver
meet! Incredible that such contrary
systems should ever be blended into
one! Yet strange and incredible as it
may seem there are signs of such an
approximation. Inthe Protestant Epis-
copal church in the United States,there
is a periodical convention of Bishops,
ministers and lay-men, which difters in
little but the name,from a Presbyterian
synod. In the Episcopal church of
England attempts are at this moment
being made by its most enlightened
friends to have its convocations restor-
ed; this will soon doubtless be obtained,
and then its resemblance to the Pres-
byterian model of ministerial order will
not be so very distant. On the other
hand,among the congregational church-
es in England, Wales, Scotland and the
United States, unions and consociations
have been for some years formed, in
which ministers and delegates assemble
annually to deliberate on subjects of
common interest and the best means of
extending their cause—and although
they have not assumed any judicial au-
thority,their decisions are nearly equi-
valent, Is not such a union,then virtu-
ally tantamount to a Presbytery or Sy-
nod by whatever name it may be desig-
nated? Thus we think weare able to
see the two extremes converging;
while they still retain their distinctive
appellations there is a growing corres-
pondence in their views and practices;
and we cannot refrain from indulging
the hove, that, when party and educa-
tional prejudices are more subdued by
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the spirit of Christian charity, there
may come a time when the points of
disagrecment, as to ccclesiastical order,
between these three grand branches of
the Protestant reformed chureh, shall
dwindle to so trivial a magnitude, as
shall be no bar to their cordial fellow-
ship, and when 1t may be said of them,
they are perfectly jomed together in the
same mind,and the same practical judg-
ment.

We shail advert only to one other
cause of division in the Christian
church—the spirit of faction. Some-
thing like it appeared among the Corin-
thians; the tendency to it is strong in
human nature, and until the gospel ex-
erts its fuller influence,it will cecasion.
ally manifest itself. It is this spirit
which leads a man to fret and murmur
if affnirs are not managed exactly to his
mind. He gathers around Inm the dis-
aflected for any cause and from every
quarter. They magnify the alleged
corruptions, find in them a pretext for
separation,and go forth to sow 1n other
soils the seeds of discord For thig
evil we cannot sce any complete pre-
vention in this world. The church on
earth, even in its purest state, is but a
community of imperfect beings; and it
should not surprisc us that we often
find witlin it, some whose jarring and
discontented spirits refuse to be regu-
lated by its principles, and soothed by
its hopes. We arc told by one who
knew the heart of man and the pros-
pects of his church, that ¢ offences
must come.” Let them come then,
Itis ours to seek grace from heaven
that we may be prepared to meet them,
When thus prepared we shall not be
greatly moved by those instances of
weakness and perversity which no man
can live long without witnessing in
the circle of his fellowship. Thechurch
is as the ocean. Its surface is ruffied
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by the passing wind; but thercis a vast
deep tide which the winds disturb not;
whicli moves onward in its course with
amajestic regularity under the resistless
guidance of a power in heaven. And
when this tide has rolled to the shores
of eternity the multitude of the redeem-
ed==when the plen of merey is com-
pleted—when all its objects are put in
possession of the purchased inheritance,
every thing that hurts or offends will be
far removed; andin the light and love
of the heavenly world, the intercession
of the Redeemer in behalf of his church
ghall have met its complete fulfilment :
“I pray that they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and 1 in thee,
that they also may be one in us.”

Mean wiile let us not forget the du-
ties incambent on us as Christians, sur-
rounded as we are by those divisions
which unhappily distract the church.
We cannot now appeal to the living
apostles as the unerning arbiters of our
controversies, for all of these have long
since been removed from earth, and are
become lights in a firmament overcast
by nostorms, But we can appeal to
their conduct, and writings; and we
may thus imbibe their puré principles,
and their peaceful spitit. We must
not ‘cease to take part in the affairs of
the church because they may happen to
be distracted. Shall we timidly, or
with a disgust that betokens no Chris
tian forbearance, retire from its fellow-
ship, and from some solitary corner
survey its contentions without one ef-
fort to remove them? Had the primi-
tive confessors manifested such a spirit
when the storm arose, the ark of our
safety might have perished, and the
light of the gospel been extinguished
not only in the ¢ eye of Greece” but
of the world. It would have been as
the timid surrender of the ship tv a
misguided rather than a mutinous crew.
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It would have been the betrayal of theif
Master’s cause when it most needed
their support. To take patt in the af-
fairs of the church when all things go
smoothly is what any one may do, how-
cver weak his attachment to the Chris-
tian cause. But to remain by it in the
hour of peril, when faithless men have
brought into it the unhallowed conten-
tions of the world, when even many
true disciples are yielding to that fev-
erish irritation that will sometimes
creep over them in the hour of trial—to
hold onat the post of duty in those trying
circumstances when discord warps the
judgment and inflames the passions—to
be calm with the furious, to persuade
the partizan to concord, to pray with
those whose fellowship tends rather to
quench devotion than to fan jt—to
persevere thus acting when hope is al-
most dead—to sit in humble expecta-
tion when the vessel is driven with the
wind and tossed and tlie master geems
asleep—can only arise from a sincere
faith in him whom winds and waves
obey,and who though he hath permitted
his church tobe distracted by the igno-
rance and wickedness of men—will as-
suredly preserve het from the destroyer,
and cause her to flourish while the sun
and moon endure.

In surveying the contminuted state
of the Christian church on this conti-
nent, ought it not to be the earnest
prayer of Christians of every namethat
we may all be led to clearer views of
what the apostles taught, and animated
with a larger share of their spirit, In
theinterpretation of the sacred oracles—
the church’s only sure and unerring rule
—the sincere and spiritual mind will al-
ways have the clearest apprehension.
Yet in this imperfect life we see only
as through a glass darkly—and what is
discerned by one with some distinctness
may be pearly invis{ible to another
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vhose wentul vision is less perfect. A-
midst that diversity of opinion, how-
~ver, on indeterminate questions which
we caunot hope to sec wholly removed
1 this state of being, how soothing is it
to trace & remarkable unity of belief
thronmgehont the priacipal branches of the
christian family, in the graat fundamen.-
tal trochs of revelation.  Weoften are
plrased to recoy nize the lincuments of a
brother in Christ in une whose soul is
as it were fafoocd with the dirty paint
of ignorance wad supetstition, Aud are
we nnt eneouraged to liope, wlen the
blessings of a chiristian edueation shall
be more widely diffused througlout
every rank of life, thrt therewill bea
blending of tire divided family into one
—having one faith, ore hope, one bap-
tismyone God, and Father of all—above
all, and through all, and in all.

N. M.

ON FASTING.
According to appointment of Synod,
aday of fasting is socn to be observed by
all our congregations,® We fullyagree
with sur Supreme Court in the proprie-
ty of setting apart such a scason at the

* The Syaod cunsidening that the judg-
mentsof God have been recently visited
o ihese provinces, as well as other paris
of the world, in drying up some of the
sourees f tenporat prosperity, and the
intliction of other calamities, while there
are few indicationsthatinen have humbled
themselves undes the Divine hand, and
learned righteousness; and consilering
also that the whole Church does greatly
need the gracious influences of the [Joly
Spizit. in vrder to the growth and exien-
sion oftrue religion, resolveld—that a day
be observed 1hroughnut the Chureh for
fasting, humuat:on, and vraves, an-t that
sach day be ke 7ih of December next cn-
sning; that Ministers, Elders, and peuple
may on that day, as wiih one heari. hum-
ble themselves under the mighty hand of
God—deprecate his deserved displeasure
—and eatreat his favour towards this land,
and the quickening infivencc of the Hoiv
Spirit on themselves and all the Churches
ot the Lord Jesus Chryist,
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prescat juncture, ‘The commercial dif-
ficulties that have now for = length of
time pressed sotely upon us, and the too
manifest overlooking of the hand of
God mthem and consequent refusig to
profit by them, combined with other cir-
cumstances 1n the aspect of thesc pro-
vinces, demand, as we conceive, a deep
and united humliation of ourselves be-
fure our justly provoked God. We
trast, thcrefore, that the Synod’s ap-
pointment will be every where regard-
ed by our people, and that there will at
tlis time Lea general mourmng for our
siits, accuinpamed by a stedfast turning
from them.  If such sholl be the case,
thie issue will be blessed, for the word
standeth sure, “Blessed are they that
mourn, for they shall be comforted,” In
thie prospect of such a solemnity some
observations on Fasting may not be un-
seasonable from those who taketo them-
selves the name of Camistiax Exasu-
NERS,

Fasting, 1 its ordinary acceptation,
is the abstaining from food and drink ;
but as it is used in Scripture, it haga
much more extensive signification. Tt
implies not merely the abstaining for a
time from food and drink, but also the
denying and chastening of all the bodi-
ly senses and appetites ; and this, to
the end that the soul, freed from the
weight and encumbrance of an indulged
and pampered body, may bow itself in
decper hummiiation before God, open
up to him, witha more solemn and
pungent sense of their excceding sin-
fuliiess, its own sins and the sins of its
people, and pour out itself in more
carnest and heartfelt and prolonged sup-
plications that he would be pleased to
avert his heavy judgments,and in wrath
remember mercy.

That fasting is a duty there can beno
doubt. Solemnly enjoined to be observed
by the Ysraelites on ‘tuc day of atone-
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ment,” it was constantly practised by
them under the Old Testament, and we
find it continued by God’s people .under
the New. Our Lord himself fasted ;
he spaeks to his disciples of things that
could be effected only “through prayer
and fasting ;" and though in answer to
a question put to him in reference to
this practice by the disciples of John,
he speaks of it as an exercise not so spe-
cially appropriate to the circumstances
of his own followers at that particular
time, he intimates the approach ofa
season when, as it would be appropri-
ate to their circumstances, so would it
be practised by themn. “Can the children
of the bride-chumber mourn, as long as
the bridegroom is with them ? but the
days will come, when the bridegroom
shall be taken from them, and then shall
they fast.” Accordingly we find that
when he was taken from them they did
fast; they were ¢in fastings often,” nor
did they almost ever ordain persons to
the work of the ministry, or engage in
any other important duty, without hav-
ing first ¢ fasted and prayed.” Look-
ing back to the carlier dispensation,
David, we find, “wept and chastened
his soul with fasting.” Daniel, too,
sought the Lord ¢ with fasting and
sackcloth and ashes ;” for a scason
“ eating no pleasant bread,” nor suffer-
ing * wine and flesh to come into his
mouth.” When Jonah proclaimed to
the people of Nineveh, ¢ Yet forty
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown,
the people believed God, and proclaimed
a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the
greatest of them even to the least of
them. Forword came unto the King
of Nineveh ; and he arose from his
throne, and he laid aside his robe from
him; and covered him with sackcloth,
and satin ashes, And he caused it to
be proclaimed and published through
Nineveh, (by the decrce of the King
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ang his nobles) sayng, iet nerther man
nor beast,herd nor flock, taste any thing,
let them not feed nor drink water : But
let man and beast be covered with sack-
cloth, and cry mightily unto God ; yea,
let them turn cvery one from lis evil
way, and from the violence that isin
their hands, Who can tell if God will
turn and repent : and turn away from
his fierce anger, that we perish not?
And God saw their works, that they
turned from their ewl way——and God
repented of the evil that he had said that
he would do unto them ; and be didit
not.”

Fasting, as we are reminded by the
last instance of it is « natural expres-
sion of godly sorrow. Itisnotanar-
bitrary thing, but a thing which in deep
grief we cannot but choose to do.  On-
Iy let our sing be vividly called to our
remembrance, and let us be burdened
and bowed down under a sense of them,
and we shall have small appetite for
dainty meat, and the pampering of the
body will be the last thing we shall think
of. Itisfrom its being thus founded
in natute that the practice of fasting
hasbeen enjoined and observed at sea-
sons when deep griefis usually felt,such
as when the affecting scenesof Calvary
are to be more especially brought under
the view inthe Sacrament of the Sup-
per, or as when some calamity is feltor
apprehended, such as plague,pestilence,
war, or famine, or civil or ecclesiastical
convulsion. At such seasons of sorrow,
a people have been naturally led, with
one accord, to appoint and keep a day,
or days, for afflicting their souls; and
as they have felt that while the grief
already pressing upon them has led to
this ordinance, the ordinance itself has
had a powerful re-action, and tended
greatly to decpen their godly sorrow,
they have also been led at other times
to appoint fasts for the purpose of a-
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wakemng those tender and pungent
cmotions on account of sin which they
have scenit to be blesced to feel, but
which they have felt to be n danger of
being smothered by a life of unbroken
worldly indulgence or care or occupa~
tion. >

Letnorne, then, think hghtly of the
practice of’ fasting, asif 1t were unun-
portant orunnccessary. Let it be seen
that the heart in fasting is humbled and
penitent, fc - otherwisc our fasting wll
be hatetul to God and injurious to our-
selves ; but this being attended to, let

not the thing itself be regarded us su-
pererogatory and uncalled-for.  The

minuter details of the practice, indeed,
it may be impossible, as it would be un-
subservient to any good purpose, to fix
in all cases, Abstinence from all food,
for example, it would not be properto
insist on in every instance ; for in per-
sons of weak constitutions this would
be so far from tending to secure the
ends of fasting that it would directly
hinder them by rendering the person
fasting unable to cngage in the exer-
cises calculated to attain them. For
such persons jt is altogether necessary
to take a little food during their sea-
sons of fasting, yet not for the gratifi-
cation of animal appetite, but solely for
the strengthening of their bodily frame;
that the soul may thus be able to con-
tinue i humihation, contrition and
prayer. The importance of the thing
itself, however, is notat all affected by
such accomodations to suecial necessi-
ties ; the duty and the blessedress of
fasting, in 1ts true scriptural sense, still
stand upon their own grounds ; and it
may be for us solemnly to enquire, in
these evil days on which we are fallen,
whether the apostacy that prevails a-
mong many, and the low and declining
statc of rebgion too observable among
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many others, may not ina great mea-
sure be owing to thig, that the practice
of fasting has fullen so much into dis-
use, 1f not into contempt.  May it not
be that through this disuse men, having
nothing to break that softand luxurious
or uninterruptedly occupied hfe which
is incompatible with godliness, havein
mnultitudes  of” cases sunk either into
contmuedsurfeiting and drunkenness or
into “cares of this life,”” heedless that
because of these things the wrath of
God cometh upon the children of dis-
obedience ? We cannot disguise from
our readers our strong conviction that
itis for Christians in these times so-
lemnly to consider whether if fasting,
according to its scriptural idea, were
more practised, the heart, instead of
being wholly scnsualized, as it often is,
by unrestrained and uninterrupted ani-
mal indulgence or by ever-carking
carthly anxieties might not be awaken-
ed to feel its own plagues and its awful
degradation,—might not be made to see
that one thing was yet more needful to
it than the unbounded enlargement of
its means of carnal gratification, and
might not thus come back to God by
supplication and fasting and weeping,
instead of plunging recklessly, in the
determined pursuit of a gain that will
soon perish, into those “temptations
and snares and foolish and hurtful lusts
which drown men in destruction and
perdition,”

Fasting is to be cither private or pub-
lic ;—private as in particular families,
or more private still asin particularin-
dividuals—public is observed by a nation;
or by a particular Church, or withina
particular congregation. There is to
be private fasting. Of this fasting, and
of the most private kind of it—namely,
of individuals sequestered from others,
our Lord treats in the sixth chapter
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of Matthew's Gospel, verse 16, 18
is indeed true that what he Loie says
will also apply to a considerable ex-
tent to fasting of a pubhic kind ; butt
is of the fusting of an individual who
afllicts his sonl in secresy and soli-
tude, that he treatsin those words,
“I'hen, when thou fastest, anoint thine
heud, and wash thy fuce, that thou ap-
pear not unto men to fasty but unto thy
Futher which is insecret, and thy Path-
er, which seeth in secret, shall reward
thee openly.”

This fasting is to be conducted with-
out ostentation. It is like privete or
closet prayer; it is a thing betweenthe
individual and God. It can serve no
good purpose to make it much, if at all,
known. It might indeed prove injuri-
ous, instead of profitable, by drawing oft
our attention {rom what ought wholly
to engage it, to the opinions which
our fellow men may entertain of us, and
by lifting us up with pride, should we
know that others admire us for our
chastened and devotional habits,andlook
up to us as personsof a more cxalted
and severer sanciity, dweiling more
habitually on the borders of heaven.
That we may avoid ell such dangers,
when our fast is private-—before God
only——and when others have nothing to
do with it, except as they are aflection-
ately remembered by usat the throne of
grace, we must shun every thing that
might draw upon us the observations of
men—the studied sadness of the coun-
tenance, the disfiguring of the face, the
squalid appearance about which the
pharisaical bypocrites were so solicitous
that they might appear unto men to
fast, and for which the Saviour most
emphatically says of them, « verily
they have their reward.” These, as
things calculated,to attrsct notice, we
must, when we fast privately, utterly
sepudiate and avoid ; and particularly
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It} must we dothis it we have at any tung

telt ourselves in duncer of Dvmyg tie
praise of’ men.  So far from | -thg our
fasting be thus openly known, unless
when some spacivl canse for revealmg
it occurs, we are to hide it deep within
the recesses of our ownepint,  That
it may be pure from allvamty and pride,
so {ur as these are {ed by human praise,
mstead of affec*ing any squalidness of
appearance, or casting u studied gloom
over ourvisage, or disfiguring or alter-
ing the pleasantuess of” our face, we
are to anoint our head, ard wush our
face, that we appear not urto men to
fast,but unto our Father which sceth in
sccret ; and then, though we have none
of the reward whichthe hypocrites had,
we shall not go unrewarded : we shail
be abundantly recommpensed.  We have
a Tather whoseeth in sceret, who,
while he fills the circle of Leaven and
carth, is equully present to every move-
ment of cach individual soul, discerns
our most hidden contrition on account
of s'n, and will reward us openly. e
will reward us openly as respects our-
selves. e sets a mark upon those who
sigh and cry for the abominations that
liave heen done by them and their peo-
ple ; and the result of this godly hu-
miliationand griet will be peace and
quictness and assurance~—-often in-
deed known to themselves only and
with whicha stranger doth not inter-
meddle ; which as the world campot
give, sonetther can it takeaway.  Nor
will our father give us peace only, but
prospenity also; he « will turn esamn
our” spiritual ‘¢ captivity like the
streams i the south ;” and, watered by
the dews of lhis spinit, we ¢ shall grow
asthelily, and cast ovt our rootsas
Lebanon.”  And thusshall we be re-
warded openly as respects others.  Men,
from the peace which they behold us en-
Joying,and fromthe holiness which they
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behold us foilowing wfier, will take
knowledge of usthat we have heen
with Jesus.  Byen as to the Israelites
the light of the uncreated glory yct
lingered on the face of Moses after he
had descended to than from commun-
ing with God upon the dount, so ghuil
we ¢ shine us lights in the world holding
forth the word of iife,” nor shine alto-
gether in vain but to the inducing of
some at least who observe us to give
glory to Godon tie duy of visitation,
and, to take hold of us saying, « We
witt ro with you, for God is with you
of atruth,” Not that in speaking of
this open reward as respects others in
this present time we wish to put out of
view thereward which they who have
fasted andmourned might well receive in
the day of God; but that joining the
two rewardstogcther, and marking how
the one leads on to the ‘ather, we wish
to call to remembrance that the time is
at hand when ¢ they that be wise shall
shine as the brightness of the firma-
ment ; and they that turn many to
rightcousness as the stars forever and
ever.”

But there isalso to be public fasting.
Public fasting, as has alrcady been ob-
served, is, where not national, the fast-
ing of a particular church orcommunity,
or of a particular congregation. Nuw
it is to be remarked that several of the
rules given by our Lord for private faot-
ing are cqually to be observed in pablic
fusting. "There is tv ke no astentation
in this kind any more thanin the other ;
there is to be no shew of fasting but the
reulity of it ; no appearance to men to
fast,but the appeerance to our Father to
fast—that is, the fasting in deed and in
truth, the afflicting our souls not with
feigned but with unfeigned grief, Ina
public fast,however, such as our church
now has it in"prospéct to kecp, winle
there should.be no” ostentation, néither

‘private fasting all publicity‘ia'.t’i:’a_'féfnﬂ}:" o
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shouid there be, as indeed there cannot
properly be, any concealment of it, So
tar from its being proper to aim at con-
cealment in this case, it is. altogether
right that there should bea decent open
profussion that we are so engaged,
The tust is by mutual agreement ;—it
is ordained by an authority. which a
christian people should respeet, that of
their  lawfully constituted Supreme
Court 3 it is known.some time.before
hand when itis to take place ; the bo-
dy come together openly to celebrateit;
it is known to the world around us that
we are so engaged ; and why. then.in
such acase aim at concealment which,
asit could not be attained, so neither
would it Le right or desirable, but the
reverse, as ubstructing some of the most
importent ends for which a public fast
is instituted.

It is of much inportance to mark dis-
tinctly the difference in this respect be-
tween a private and a public. fast, as
from neglect of this, serious error bas
been sometimes fallen into in regard to
the directions of our- Lord concerning.
fasting already referredto.  ‘We have
heard of persons defending their disre-
gard of o public fast appoiuted: within
their community—defending- the doing
of things altogether incompatible with
the excreiscs appropriate to such a so-
lemnity—on the ground that no less an
authority than that of our blessed Savi-

‘our-had enjoine.l them to- avoid all ap-

pearance of such austefity, and.even to
engage m their ordinary -business .and
pursue their ordindry pleasures thatthe
appearance of it might bethe more sure-
ly and effectually avoided. Suchaline-
of defencein regard to the. matter could
only have ariscn from confounding : pri-.
vate and public .fasting, and making:
what applies exclusively to theone;ap-
ply totheother also. Inindividuel andy,
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to be uvoided, yet certuinly not even
here is privacy to be studied to suchan
cx‘ent as to lead the individual for the
sake of concealment to do things in-
consistent with all fasting—to “feast
himself without fear,” and to ¢ find all
his pleasures ;” but in regard to public
festing the case is altogether difierent.
Asg privacy cannot be presarved here,
so neitherisit to be studied ; indeed the
studying of it would be altogether
wrong ; it were an offtnce to be pun-
ished by him whose eves behold, whose
eyelids try the children of men.  Wiien
the judgments of God are come upon
a people, it is proper that they should
publicly humble themselves under his
mighty hand ; he has been publicly
dishonoured by them, and, it is fit that
they should publicly confess their
iniquity ; their sins against him huve
mauy of them been open, orif they have
not themselves been open, their effects
have been so, and it is right that open
also should bethe abasement and bit-
terness of their souls. Not that in
such a case we are to fast for show—
to fast that we may be seen of men; no,
but we are to fast in reality—we are
to lift up the voice together in truth—
from our dweilings where we have lain
in the dust of humiliation before our of-
fended God, every fawily apart, and
every individua! apart, we are to goin-
tothe courts of the Lord's lousec to
weep there in company, and there to he
ashamed and confounded together for
our common reproach: and all our de-
meanour on that day is to be such as
will shew to those who look upon us
that the anguish of our soul is great,
that “the hand of God ias touched us;”
and if we did indeed hold sucha fast as
thisunto the Lord,we should think Jittle
whether othets beheld us or not, nor in-
gdeed .would it harm us, as it would
acarecly meet our notice if ten thou-
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sund were around us whether to mark
cur solemnity in scornor to laud us for
our austerity and our grief. We are
not, we repeat it, to fust for appear-
ance at a public, any more than at a pri-
vatefast ; but the appearance, if we
have the reality, we are not to be care-
ful to avoid, nor cun we conceive any
thing more indicative of a mind ntterly
debased, more offensive in the eye of
God, and more fitted to draw  down his
heaviest indignation, than for a man on
an occasion when the people of God
with whom he possesses and chims
charch relationship are weeping, both
in sccret places and inthe place of the
sanctuary, for abonnding iniquity and
for apprehended judgment and desola-
tion, to go his way and pursue hisgains,
or occupy bimself with his cares, or
summon around him the festive assem-
bly and indulge his levity and ¢ find his
picasure,” und when hic has done so, to
come out with the apology. ¢Qur
Lord says; fasting is to be private, and [
amonly acting in the spirit of those
words of his, “ Anoint thine head, and
wash thy face, end appear not unto
men to fast.” Ifindeed our keeping a
pablic fast, such as that we now con-
template, is amatter of hollow hypocri-
sy altogether ; and there is among us
no sensc of sin, no grief for its preva-
lence, and for the dishonour it does to
God ; and all the sorrow for iniquity we
profess is but a pretence, a mackery of
the Most High ; then let our solemuity
be contemned—Ilet individual members
of our community trample it inthe dust,
forit will matter litile thatthey do so;
vea, let our name as a chuarch perish
from thecarth, for in that case it will
be of littlemoment that she should have
her place among the churches continued
to her.  But if there yet exist some lin-
gering fear of God before our eyes asa
people, if amidst our multiplied and ag-
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eravated iniquitics spiritual death has
fiot yet set upon us its irretrievable
scal,if even still, deep as are our de-
pression and nakedness and poverty,
there is found in us some good thing,
however small, toward the Lord our
God, let none of us harden our hearts
against him by casting from us the obser-
vance of our approaching appointed fast,
but let each one of us, wholly forgetting
what other men will think or say of us,
«get our face unto the Lord God, to
seck him by prayer andsupplications,
with fasting,” and with confession
of our ownsins, and of the sins of our
people.  And biessed shall we be in our
deed. Verily we shall have our re-
ward, The God whom we scek will
turn from the fierceness of his anger
towardsus. Greatas our past provo-
cations have been, hie will not enter in
among us to destroy, for he is God and
not man. e will revive us again, that
his people may rejoice in him ; he will
shew ushis merey, and grant us his sal-
vation. The holy mountain of our God
for which we present our supplications
before the Lord will not be forgotten by
him forever, but will yet be “established
in the top of the mountains, and shall
be exalted above the hills ; and all na-
tions shall flow untoit.” While the way
of the wicked shall perish, the Lord
knoweth the way of the rightcous; he
marksand keeps his own, nor will suf-
fer them to be hurt when “ he com-
cth out of his place to punish the in-
habitants of the earth for theiriniquitics™
Thus run the several commissions lo
the man clothed witl: linen, which had
the writer’s inkhorn by his side, and to
his five companionswho had every one
his destroying weaponin his hand, To
the one the Lord said, “Go through the
midst of the the city, and sct amark up-
on the forcheads of tho men that sigh
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and that cry for all the abominations
that be done in the midst thereof. And
to the other he said in mine hearing, go
ye after him into the city, and smite ;
let not your eves spare, neither
have ye pity : Stay utterly ol and
young, both maids, and little children
and women ; but come not near any
man upon whom is the wark.”

K. M.

F'rom the Scottish Christian Herald.

BIOGRAPIIICAL SKETCH OF

THE REV. SAMUEL RUTHER-

FORD,
Puncipai of St. Mary’s College, St. Andrews.

Considerable doubt cxists as to the
birth-place and parentage of this celebrat-
ed divine : the most probable opinion,
however, is that which has becen stated by
Waodrow, that he was sprung of poor and
honest parentsin ‘Teviotdale.  'Where he
received his  carly cducation, has never
been ascertained ; but he scems to have
given such indications of talent, as to
have encouraged  his parents in affording
hima an opportunity of still further prose-
cuting his studies.  Accordingly, in 1617,
he was sent to the University of Edin-
Lurgh ; and in four years, he obtained the
degree of Master of Arts. At college,
Rutherford  distinguished himsclf among
his fillow-students by his attainments, par-
ticularly in classical literature; so that, in
two years after he had received his degree
inthe Arts, he was elected Professor of
Humanity.

At the time when he was admitted a
regent, the university, though it had only
caisted for forty years, had attained no
small cclebrity, and possessed, among its
Professors, some men of fame and of ex-
tensive scholarship.  'Withsuch associates
Mr. Rutherford entered upon hix impor-
tant dutics with cathusiasm and energy ;
and there is litle doubt that he must have
proved a most able and successful teacher, .



Of this, however, we huve no ecrtain in-
formation, as his connection with the uni-
versity appeursto have terminated in the
short space of two years. Some reports
having #fisen to his disadvantage, whether
true or false it is impossible now
to ascertain, he resigned his pofes-
sorship, and devoted himself to the study
of theology.

In 1627, we find him sculed as parish
minister of Aunwoth, in the stewartry of
Kirkcudbright. This appointment he ob-
tained thrcugh Gordon of Kenmure, a gen-
tleman distinguished in those daysusthe as-
siduousand active promoter of true religion,
as far as his influence extended. At the
period when Mr. Rutherford became si-
nister of Anwoth, Prelacy hed so far
gained the ascendency over Presbyterian-
ism, that although many secretly adhered
10 the principles of their fathers, the ju-
risdiction of Bishops in Scotland was
openly recognised and avowed.  Nomi-
nister could enter upon a charge. without
declaring his submission to all the condi-
tions imposed by the bishop of the dio-
cese within which the parish was situated.
In the case of Mr. Rutherford, however,
there scems to have been an exception ; for,
according to the statement of Mr. M'Ward,
his friend and pupil, corroborated by Wod-
row, he obtained full possession of all his
rights and privilegesas a parish minister,
“ without giving any cagagement tothe
vishop.”

The harmony and happiness which
prevailed in the parish of Anwoth on the
reception of Mr. Rutherford astheir pastor,
was peculiarly gratitying to  his mind,
and afforded him the prospect of much
comfort and uscfulness ; and in this re-
spect his anticipations were more than rea-
lized. The people loved and revercd him;
they waited upon his ministry with regu-
larity and evident profit; for,to use the
words of his cotemporary Livingstone,
“ while he was at Anwoth, he was the in-
 strument of much good among a poor ig-

ihordut people, many of whom he brought
tl_:e knowledge and practice of religion.”

at three o cloek
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The industry and zeal with which Mr
Rutherford discharzed his important func-
tions 1s o mmister, e almost incredible
Ie was accustomed to rise every morning
the curly patof the day
was devoted to prayer, meditation, and
study ; and the rest to his more publi~ du-
ties, such ns the visitation of the sick,and
the catechising of the different fanvilies of
his flock.  « Dy witness is above,” he
says mone of his letters to  his beloved
people, . that your heaven would be wwo
heavens to me, and the salvation of you all
as two salvations tome.”

The fame of Mr. Rutherford was not
confined to his own parish, bui extended
also to the surrounding district.  Multi-
tudes came from all quarters to Anwoth on
the Sebbath, aend more especially on sacra-
mental ozeasions, to Esten to the faithful
ministctions of this devoted minister of
Christ.  Fera few years afier he came to
Galloway, his life vwas a scence of uncloud-
cd prosperity, of unhroken and uninter-
rupted peace,  As a follower of 11im who
said, ¢ In the world ye shall have tribula-
tion,” the pious Rutheiford could not, and
in reality did not, expect that such a state
of things would alwayscomtinue. Many
were the trials which yet awaited him in
thes vale of tears; and ere long he began
to feel that sufleving of one kind or another
isthe portion of man, and more especially
of the man who is tobe distinguisited by
high attainmunts in the diviee 1if>) or ex-
tensive uszfulness in the Church of God.
He was doomed to expericnce severe fumi-
Jy distress and painful bereavements  His
wife, after a tedious and protracted illncss
of thirtcen months, disd in Juae 1630, in
less than five years afier thelr marriage.
Her childven seem to have been cut off be-
fore her, so that Mr. Rutherford was lzft
alone to lament his loss.  To add to his
distress, he had Leen seized  previousty to
the decease of his wife with o fever, which
continucd forthivteen weeks, leaving him
on his recovery in such a state of debility
asto suspend for o time his atiention to
his pastoral duties.  Amid his accumulat-
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¢d sorrows, however, he endured as sceing
lim who is invisible, knowing that in
heaven he had an everlasting portion,
which no time, no change could destroy.
F'rom the position winch Mr. Ruther-
ford held, as the most infiuential minister
in the county within which he resided, his
voriespondenee on public matters was very
cxtensive. The age m which he lived
was one of meluncholy interest to the
Church of Scotland. The attempt, first
of James VI, and then of Charles 1., to
imapose upon the Scottish Presbyterians the
yoke of Episcopacy, had been uniformiy
resisted, but with viried suceess; and
though at the period to which we now re.
fer, when Mr. Rutherfird was located in
Galloway, Prelacy was triumphant in the
country, yet he was well known to enter-
tain opinions decidedly in favour of Pres-
bytery.  And these sentiments, however
opposite to the then ascendant pariy, he
was far from concealing, Lut cpenly a-
vowed them whenever an opjortunicy of
doing sooccurred. In any other indivi-
dual than Mr. Rutherford, probably, such
conduct Wwould not have been tolerated.
The high respect, however, in which he
was held by men of all parties, and the
tolerant spiritof Bishop Lanib, who then
presided over the diocese of Galloway,
prevented im from being subjected to the
persccution which would have otherwise
fallen to his lot.  While thus pernmitted
calmly to prosccute his ministerial duties,
he published a very learned and claborate
work upon th: Arminian controversy. Mr.
Rutherford's sentiments were strictly Cal-
vinistic, and the ability and logicel tact
with which he supnorted his own views,
and refuted thearguments of his opponents,
soon cstablished his fame &s a powerful
controversialist and &t sound divine, -
Tu consequence of the death of Bishop
Lumb, in 1634, Thomas Sydserff, Bishep
of Brechin, a man of Arminian prinziples,
and of anintolerant character,wastrunslated
to the sec of Galloway. No soonsr had
the new diocesan entered upon  his office,
than he proceeded to adont the most arbi.
Ss '
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trary and unpopular measures.  Fle ereat.
ed a High Commission Court within his
diocese, composed exclusively of his own
dependants ; and before this court, were
forthwith summoned ull who would not
confornt in every respect to the demands of
Prelacy.  To Sydserfi, the faithful pastor
of Anwoth was pcculmrly obnoxious ; and
as soon as possible, therefove, he was ac-
cused of non-centormity before a High
Conmuaission Cowrt, held at Wigtown in
1636, and depiived of his ministerial of-
fice. ‘The Dishop was anxious to have
this sentence confirmed by a_court of tha
same kind held at Edinburgh, and thers
weeondingly Me Rutherferd wasci:edto ap-
pear, when, for three days, accusations off
the 03t eatravagant nature werd prefos-
red a;, Withs the undaunted for-
tiude of consciuus intey iy, he raplied to
their charges ; but althongh the sirongest
influsnce was exerted in Lis Lehalf, and al-
theugh the evidence was insuficient to
conviace any other thas: prejadiced minds,
judzmeant was given against him.  He was
deposed from the pastoral olice, and sen-
terced to be confined within the town of
Aberdeen, during the King’s pleasure.

The sentence prssed upon  this faithful
servant of Christ, severe and unjust though
i was, did not discourage him.  He scemns,
on the contrary, to have been able, like the
great apostle of the Gentiles, to * glory in
tribuletion.”  “1 zotomy King's palace
at Alerdeen,” says he; “tongue, and nen,
and wit, cannot express my joy.” A short
pericd only being allotted han Lotweon the
passing ofthe scatence and the commence-
ment of his term of imy ;isonment, he had
no opportunity of raurniag to see his
friends in Gallowr} On lns ourney (0
= Caristlspalacs, in Aberdeen,” ashecalls
e paid 2 visit o the Rev, Dlvil D:c‘.:—
saw, wicister of Irvine, & man of grem
picty and learning, who afierwad filled,
wit's very high honour, the chair o"mco‘o-
gy in the Col!c"c of Edmbur"h. On en-
tering the town which was appoiuted to
be mc place of s imprisonment, Mr.

2iust Lim,

Rutherford was accomnanied by a denu-
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tatjon of his people from Anwoth, who had
travelled many miles to testify their sin-
cere regard for their devoted pastor, who
was now about to enjoy the exalted privi-
lege of being “ the Lord’s prisoner” “1In
the world ye.skall have tribulation, but in
me ye shall have peace.”

At this period, Aberdcen was the strong-
hold of Episcopacy and Arminianism,
The most influentialmen, both clerical and
lay, were violently opposed 1o Presbytery ;
and in these circumstances, Mr. Rutherford
could not be expected to feel much com-
fort or happiness in their society. Gradu-
ally, however, the inhabitants began to
take an interest in him as a persecuted ser-
vant of God. Such, at length, was the
attention and kindness shown him by ma-
ny respectable  citizens of the place, thus
he was permitted to conduct religious ser-
vices in their families.  Intelligence of this
fact soon reached the cars of the professors
of the University and the ministers of
the city, who thought it necessary to take
steps for the dimination, if possible, of his
influence.  For this purpose, they de-
nounced, from the pulpit, Presbyterian
principles, and challenged Mr. Rutherford
to engage with them in public disputations.
But all was unavailing; he became more
popular and influential than aver, and his
opinions spread among the people to an
extent which, to his enemies, was quite a-
lavming. Inthis dilemma, application was
made 1o the legislature to have bim cither
confincd wmore strctly, or seat farther north
than Aberdeen, or banished from the king-
dom altogether.  The last expedicnt was
adopted Ly lhc"(ing, who dispatched a
warrant to Scotland S the banishment of
Mr. Rutherford. Witk gl greatest calin-
ness and composure he loiked forward to
the prospect of banishment. ¢ Whither
T'go,” said he, “I know not: {4t am
veady at the Lord’s call” The Lord,
however, in his providence interposed, g,
by a train of unexpected events, preventcd
the ‘warrait from being ever carried into
cxecution. )

" Jn the'wieasitime, the gloomy state of
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affairs in Scotland weighed heavily upornt
the spirits of Mr. Rutherford. But ever
and anon his soul was refreshed with the
hopes of Lrighter days, und he felt that he
himself had been called to the high honor
of being persecuted for righteousness’ sake.
Numerous were the letters of consolition
and encouragement, and even warm con-
gratulation on this subject which he was
incessantly receiving; and besides the ex-
alted communion which he enjoyed with
God, he felt it u peculiar privilege to com-
municate his own feelings by letter to his
Christian friends in different quarters of
the country. Thesc letters, which have
since been published, are well known tothe
pious tumilics among our Scottish peasan-
try.  In England, also, they have been
held in high estimation, and the Christian-
minded Cecil speaks of them interms of
warm  commendation. ¢ Rutherford’s
Letters,”” says he, “isone of my classics.
Were truth the beam, 1 have no doubt that
if Homer, and Virgil, and Horace, and
all that the world has agreed to idolize,
were weighed against that book, they
would belighter than vanity.”

While imprisoned in Aberdeen, Mr.
Rutherford felt deeply for his attached flock
at Anwoth. Bishop Sydserff bad at
tempted o thrust in upon them a minister,
who, being both an Episcopslian and an
Arminian, was violently opposed by the
people.  They still regavded their former
pastor as having been unjustly withdrawn
from them, and they longed and.prayed,
therefore, for his return.  This happy
cvent, in the course of affairs, was at last
accomplished.  Charles I, by the advice
of Archbishop Laud, directed his efforts
towards the complete extirpation of every
remnant of Presbyterianism i Scotland.
With this view he promulgated a series of
canons, the most arbitrary and unjust, de-
wanding conformity in every point to the
forms and ceremonies of Prelacy in its
grossest aspecet, evidently with an ulterior
designto establish Popery.  Thesecanons,
followed as they speedily were by a deeree
enfyrcing the use of the liturgy in the
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churches, roused the people to an immedi~
ate and detennined resistance, and the re-
sult is well known. Preshytery became
the established form of religion in Scotland,
and a frce General Assembly was sum-
moncd tomcet at Glusgow, in November
of that year, and a Parliument in May of
the subseguent year,

It was during the struggle which Pres.
byteriaus successfully made at this period
to resist the innovations of Prelacy . that
Mr. Ratherford quitted his mprisonzaent
at Aberdeen, and returned to the pastoral
charge of his flock at Anwoth.

Inthe General Assembly which was
convened at Glasgow in 1638, Mr. Ruth-
erford, along with others who had incur-
red the censures of the High Commission
Court, were called upon to explain the
grounds on which they had been accused ;
and, after due deliberation, adecision was
passed in favour of the persecuted ministers,
ard they were recognised as members of
court. At this Assembly, one of the
most memorable.dn the annals ¢f the Scot.
tish Church, Prelacy was abolished, aud
the Presbyterian constitution, even in its
minutest details, fully re-established. The
Bishops were deprived of their power, and
the greater nuinber of them were excom.
municated.  In all the proceedings of this
cventful period, My, Rutherford took a live-
ly interest, rejoicing in the triump® of those
principles which he had so long and so con-
sistently advocated, and for which he had
endured somany and severe privations.

Shortly aficr the mceting of the Glas-
gow Assembly, an application was made
by the city of Edinburgh to the Assanlly’s
Commission, to have Ar. Rutherford
transferred from Anwaih to the nictropolis,
that he might have the opportunity of ex-
ercising his talents in a moreimportant and
extensive sphere.  So sure, indeed, do the
city rulers appear to have been  of obtain-
ing his services, that he was clected a
minister of Edinburgh two mouths after
the rising of the Asscmbly.  Another

application, however, was made to have
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him appointed Professor of Divinity in
the New College, St. Andrews. The
Commission preferred the latter situation.
Petitions against his removal were pre-
sented from the county of Galloway, and
from the parishioners of Anwoth, and he
himself urged, in a respectful petition, his
¢ bodily weakness and mental ineapacity.”
All was unavailing : the interests of the
Church demanded his appointment, and
the commission cherefore ordained that he
should occupy a chair for which he was
considered @s  pre-amineutly  qualificd.
He still, however, entertnined  hopes, that
the Assembly, at its next-niceting, would
refuse to confirm the decision of the Com-
nission. In this, however, he was dis-
appointed, and nothing remained for him
but to submit calinly to his removal from
hisbeloved people.  The ofiice which Mr.
Rutherford was now called to oceupy was
oncof thewmostusctul and highly honora-
ble to waich ke could have been promoted.
Ie felr the responsibility  connected with
its daties ; but afterthe decp distress he
ha? experienced at Aberdeen on account
of his ¢ Silent Sabbaths,” he could not
hear :he thought of being deprived of the
privslege of publicly proclaiming the Gos-
el of Christ.  On his cavrnest application,
therefore, to the Assembly, they yiclded to
his wishes on this point, and appointed
him colleague to Mr. Robert Blair, who
had been recently translated fiom Ayr, to
be ore of thic mindsters of the towA of St,
Ardrews.

In the public concerns of the Church
and the country Mr. Ruthesford was deep-
ly ilaterested.  Himself a conscientious
admirer of Presbytery, he rejoiced in the
complete establishment of the system in
Scotland, and the increasing attachment o
it which was manifested in England. To
his principles he firmly adhered, and such
was the confidence reposed in him by his
brethren, that he was appointed by the As-
sembly one of the Scots commissioners to
the General Assembly of Divines, held at
Wesminster. On  this important mis-
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sion itz vemained in London four years,
and by his falents and learning he pro\'cd
no small acquisition to the vencrable Sy-
nod.  In their discussions he and his fol-
fow commissioners took an ample share,
and the result of their important delibere-
tions was j,nth gratifying to himself per-
sonally,and satisfactory to those over whase
interests e had been  deputed “to wateh.

he I‘ircclory for Pullic Worship, the
Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shor-
tchatcdnams, and the I‘orm of Church
Govornment, weve all of them framed by
the Westminster Assembly, andin draw-
iz up thuse valuab!: and ieportant decu-
meats, Me. Ruthaford  was actively em-
ployed along with the cther membders of
the Synod.

Whilein London, howcver, he did no
linit his Iabours to the business of the Sy-
nod of Divines; e was also_engnged in
the preparation of various controversial
aswell ag practical works, of a sheologi-
cal Lmu, which he publjshed dnrm" tlnl
period. fic only publication, not atrict-
ly in accordance with his profession asa
dwme, which he produced on t]ns occasion,
was oie o-mllcd « Lex, Rex,” The L'nv
and the Is.mfv which was 1mcn ded as a
reply to a bpoh which had beert published
in support of absolute monarchy. Though
thus Lusily occu'md, however, he longed
toreturn to his impertant duties at Q:
Andrcws, and the more 50 as his own de-
clmm" health, as well asthat of lis wile,
s2zmed to call for a removalto his native
country. Ilis distress, besides, had been
still farther aggravated by the death of
two of his children, in addition to two
which he had lost a short time before leav-
ing Scotland. In thesecirgumstances he had
made frequent applications to bz released
from his attendance in London.  Bu, for
a considerable time, it was not decmced ex-
pedient to comply with his request, his
presenceat the IWestminster Assembly be-
ing regarded . &s 1o, important to be dis-
pensed with. At length, however, the As-
sembly of 1647 permitted him toreturn
home,
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The able and cfficient manner in which
Mr. Rutherford discharged the high trust
reposed in him, as one of the commission-
erstothe Synod of Divines at Westnin-
ster, raised him higher than ever in the es-
timation of his countrymen; and accord.
ingly, a fow months after he had reswmed
hiz duties at St. Andrews, he was appoint-
cd Principal of the New College. The
honour thus conferred on him brought hin
very little, if any, additional labour; n
was a gratifying  proof to him, however,
that lus menis, both as aa author and a di-
vine, were duty appreciated.  In 1649 an
ateempt was made m the General Assem.
bly 0 pracare his transfirence to the Di-
vinity Chair at Edinburgh, but this mnten.
ton, as Badlic states, being * thought ab-
surd,” was laid aside. About the same
tme a umversity having been established
ut ITarderwyck, in Hollund, he was invit-
cd t0 occupy the chair of Divinity and
Hebrew in that seminary.  This invita-
tion, as well as a similar application short-
ly afier from Utreeht, he respectfully de-
clined, being unwilling to abandon the
Church of Scotland, at a period when his
services were so much required.

Atthis period, in .consequence .of the
death of Cherles L, who, though#he had
Leent obliged to make concessions, veas still
at heart the inveterate encmy .of Presby-
tery, considerable fears were entertnined
by the Scottish people, that under the go-
vernment of his son, who, it was thought,
would succeed him, their ccclesiastical pri-
vileges might b2 again abridged. Charles
11 was erowned at Scone, and in passing
through Fifeshive, before his coronation,
the young king visited St. Andrews, when

Mr. Rulhcvford dalivered before him an
oraticn in Latin, dwelling chiefly upon the
duty of kings. In the meantime, hower-
er, the Independents had acquired the as-
cendancy, and England had become a re-
public, The events which -followed dur-
ing the usurpation of Cromwcll, and on-
\\'ards to the Restoration, it is impossible
in our limited space mmulcly to detail.

Suffice it to say, thatin the proceédings of
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that stormy per:od Mr. Ruilieriord acted a
very couspicuous part; amd from the un-
finching tenacsty vath which he main-
tamed the opmions he had adopted, he
was regarded by many of lus Lrethren,
espectally of the Presoytery of St Ane
drews and the Syned or Fu, as actuated
too strongiy by party-spint.

Amid all the commotions, Lowever, in
whiciy e found himsclf invGlvad, he pub-
lished several vajuable works on Practical
Tiwology, as well as souw productions of
a contioversial natare. The Last work of
which he id o seperiatoud the pud
lication, appeared in £, tader the title
of * Influcne.s of the Lifr of Grace.”
With this picce of practical theology ter-
minated the literary laboms of a most
erudite divine and accomplished scholar.

Though the life of Dir. Rutherford was
now verging to its close, he lived long en-
ough to sce the commencement of one of
the darkest periods in Scotland’s ecclesias-
ticel, and even her civil history. No
sooner had the Sccond Charles been re-
stored to his kingdom, than steps were ta-
ken for the overthrow of Presbytery in
his northern dominions.  T'his design he
was not long in fnding means of accom-
plishing, and that tco in a quarter where
it might have beea lenst of all expected.
Thae Scottish Parliamen?, which convened
enthe lIst of Janusry 1651, invested the
king with arhitriry yower, recalled the
Covenant, and aboiished Preshytery; and
by onc deed, “ the act recisvory,” as it
wasterned, they anaulled the decrees of
alt the Parliaments which since 1638 had
sanctioned the Prashyterian system, or ra-
tified the Solammn League and Covenant.

Insuch a state of things Mr. Ruther-
ford could not expect to escape persecution
in onc shapcor other.  His work which he
had published when in Loudon, called
“ Lex, Rex,” was ordered. to be burnt by
the hands of the common hangman; he
was deprived of his offices bollx in the
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University aud the Clurel, his stipend
was confiscated, he himself was ordered to
be confined to his own house, and cired to
appear beforc the ensuing Parliament on
churge of neason. "Thus far they were
perniticd to bazass tas eminent servant of
God; but their power could extend no
tarther.  Iis health, which had been ra-
pidly declining, was now such, that he
was quite mcupaxm, ofulrying the citation
1o appear before the Pailiament.

Kuowing well that dcath could not Lo
far distant, lLc proceediud to arrange all
hes afilurs, that e might leate nothing un-
done wheel his fricids or the Church ex-
pected from him.  In his last sickness he
bore ample testimony to the saving etticacy
of that Gospel which it had been always
his dehght to preach.

“ One morning, as he recoverad out of
faintmg, in wiich they who loo <ed on ex-
pected lus dissolution, he said, ¢ I feel—

1 feel—1 belicve—I Joy and rcjo:cc—-l feed
on manna! Aliwle afler he said, ‘1
have been o wicked, sinful man, but I
stand at the best pass that ever a man did;
Christ is mine, and I am lns.’  And then
spoke much of the white stone, and the
new name.  Mr. Blair, who loved to hear
Christ commended with ail his heart, said
to hum agamn, « What think y¢ now of
Curist  To which he required : ¢ 1 shall
hive and adore him.  Glory, glory tomy
Creator, and to my Redecmer for ever!
Glory shincs in Immanuel’s land ¥

S

# In the afternoon of ‘that day he said,
< Oh, that all my brethren in the public
may know what amaster I have served,
and whai peace I have this day : [ shal
sleepin Christ, and ¢ when I awake, 1
shall be satisfied with his likeness”  And
he said, ¢ This night shall close the door,
and put my- anchor: within the vail,-and 1
shall go a\\'ay in a-sle¢p, by five ocloclnn
the wmorning.’ Though he was' very
weak, hehad often this expression, ¢ Oh,
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or arms to embrace him ! oh, for a well-
uned harp '

% Afterwards, when some spoke to Mr.
Rutheiford of his former painfulness, and
foithfulness in the work of God, he said ¢ 1
disclaim olt that ; the port 1 would he at
is redemption and forgivencss, through his
blood. ¢ Thou shalt shew me the path:of
life, in thy sight is fulness of joy.” Therc
is nothing now betwixt me and the Re-
surredtion ; but ¢ to-day thou shalt be
with m¢ in paradise.” M. Blair saying,
¢ Shall I praisc the Lord for all the mer-
cies he hath done for you, and is to do?
He answered, ¢ Oh, for a well-tuned harp!?
To kis child he said, * I have again left
yonupon the Lord; it may be you will
tell this to others : that the lines are fallén
to mein pleasaut places, I have a goodly
heritage : I Dbless the Lord that gave me
eounsel.”

In such & devotional frame of spirit died
Mr. Samuel Rutherford; on the 19th of
March 1661, about five o’clock in the
morning,-as he himself had foretold, His
praise for. learning and picty, and- true
Christian worth, has long been, and still
is, in all the Churches.

e .. " - S ——

DEATH OF A BELIEVER.

Whek a believer yields his breath,
I follow bim with eyes of faith
. ‘Where sense can see no more;
Methinks Isce hiin spread his wings,
And soar above material things,
To yon celestial shore.

No tongue can tell, no fancy paint,
‘What transport fills th’ cnraptur'd saint,
-°Of paradise possess’d :
His wants abundantly su(fplicd,
His wishes fully satisfied,
Himsélf supremely blest!

_ PRACTICAL SKRMONS—~No, IV,

PRACTICAL SERMONS.
No. 1V,

By the Rev. 1% C. Wilson.
Minister of St. Andrews Church, Perth.

Surely I know that it shall he well
with them that fear God. Ecelesiastes 16.

In this discourse I shall endcavour
to answer the following questions.

1, WnaTis 1t To r'Ear Gop?

Q. IN WHAT RESPRCT SHALL IT BR

WELL WITH TUEM THAT FRAR Gop ?
3, WHAT ASSURANCE IAVR WE THAT

IT SHALY DBE WELL WITH THEM THAT

‘rean Gop ?

1. WuaT 1s1t To FEAR Gop ?

To fear God, as the expression is
used in scripture, implies a number of
things. Itrefers both to the disposi-
tion, and practice of the true believer.
It is a prominent characteristic of un-
believers, that there is no fear of God
before their eyes. To fear God and
keep his commandments, is. said to be
the whole duty of man. The. fear of
Gog, it is also declared, is the heginning
of wisdom :by which we understand,
that they who do not fear God, have
not yet begun to be ‘wise. '

To fear God, does not merely mean
to be afraid of his wrath, or to tremble
at those judgments which he brings up-
on the carth, or to feel alarm atihe pros-
pect.of those threatened woes which are
reserved for the npenitent and unbe-
lieving, when they dic ; for. the wicked
themselves have often been filled with
this kind of fear. There are none who
shew themselves to be greater cowards
in the time of danger, or in the pros-
pect of death, than many of those, of
whom, in the language of seripture; it
may:be said, that they have no fear of
God'before their eyes :—therefore the
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fear of God is:eomething very different
from that slavish dread of his .wrath,
which, when, his jndgments are abroad,
or in the prospect of death, sometimes
agitates so violently, the minds ofthose
who are unprepared to die,

When sinners are first awakened to a2
sense of their guilt and rained condi-
tion, wheu, on the onc hand, they feel
how wickedly they have rebelled against
God, and broken his laws, and how full
of evil are their hearts, and desperately
wicked, and on the other hand, pereeive
the miserable end to which their rebel-
lion must lead, and listen to the threat-
ening denounced against sin, and sece

before them the blackness of darkncss;'

forever, and think of the worm that di-’
cth not, and the fire that is not quench-

ed ;—it isthenthat in deep felt fear of|
the wrath of God, they are oftenimpell-

ed, in their agony to cry, what must we
dotobe saved ? But there are many
who never get farther than this. There
dre many who at some time or othcryhave
beeh exceedingly anxious about their
soulswhoseauxiety haspassed away,and
their alarm has entirely subsided, with-
out any improvement having been ef-
fected in their souls, and who have con-
tinued as destitate of the right fear of
God, as if they never had expencncnd
such convictions and alarm.

When sinners are awakened to sec
their ruined condition and are afraid of
the wrath of God, there is only one way
by which this. fear can be effectually re-
moved, and their minds brought into o
state of tranquility and peace. They
only who are justificd by faith, have
peace with God. Every other kind of
peace which sinners enjoy is false and
delusive. There is no peace to the
wicked, T'hey may sey peace, peace,but
there isno peace. That peacewhich
unbelievers often have, and in which
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many of them die, is only the prelude
to cternal loss of peace—the calm whicii

‘precedes that storm of divine wrath

trotn which they shall find no covering

forever.

But the peace which is enjoyed by
those who lave fled for refuge to Christ,
put their trust in him, and become: his
followers, is endaring and cannot be
taken from them., It arices from a
sense of the gracivus love of a recon-
ciledt God, and from the joyful feeling
of being r(,concded to lmp, in conse-
quence of which they are nabled to say,
“«Wehave not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear, but we have re-
ccived the spirit of udoption, whereby
we eryy, Abba, Father ; the spirit itself’
beareth witness with our spirit that we
are the children of God,”

Thus weare led,from 2 consideration
of the relation in which believers stand
to God, as his sons and daughters, a-

{4doptedinto his family, and reconciled

unto him, to understand clcnr]y what is
meant by the fear of God, as applied to
those to whom the gracious promisein
the textis'made. Toillustrate this, let
us' suppose, first, the case of a father
who hes o wicked und disobediént son ;
he dislikes his father, and despises his
authority, and disobeys his commanids ;
but he fears him also, for he knows that
he has both power and resolution to pun-
ish him for -disobedience- if-he will not
repent.  “T'his fear will force him to be
obedient at times ; but as Jong as’he
continues to dislike ‘hig father, and to
take pleasure in doing ¢vil,his obedience
-will be forced and tardy, and whefiever
he.can hope to transgress with impini-
ty, he will take his own way, and shev
Limself tobea perverse and disobedi-
ent son.  And this is a-plain illustra-
tion of .the case:and conduct of those
who have not been reconciled to God.
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Their obedience is sclfish ond partial ;
their féar of God is a cowardly, slavish
fear, Were they only sure that they
could disobey him with inpunity, they
would constantly do it. They would
set at nought all his counsel.  They
would renounce his authority, and bid
defiance to his laws ¢ as it is, they are
Lis enemies in their hearts, and the feor
whiclithey expericuce towards him, is
not that godly fear, in reference to
which the promise in the text is given,

Let us next suppnse the caseof a
futher who Lds a dutiful son, or Jet us
suppose the undetiful son reconeiled to
his father, and wmutual affection and
confidence established between them.
In thiscasealso, the son fears his fath-
ery but it isa very different kind of fear
from what he had before,  He fears to
ofiend, or displease, or break the com-
mands of a fatker who is the object of
his Yove; and even thourh in obeying

him ‘he may be required to do many.

things contrary to bisown interests, or
otherwise dnsafrrceablc in themselves,
still he c‘xeerfully obeys, delighting to
shew his love, and hearty subnussmn
to hig father's will, by a faithful and
toady complmrce with whatever he re-
quires.

Such is the obedience of the true be-
lieyer, and the priuciple of godly fear
by which he is ever led. God has been
reconciled to hitn by the blood of tie
oross,—:md he has been reconc.led to
God by the power of the holy spirit.
1Ie loves God with the affection of a son.
Hefearshis displeasure because he loves
him, and his obeaxence is a.hearty obe-
dxence, not because he will be punisk-
edif he dlsobeys, but because he feels
corl_sjt,ralpcd by.the Jove of Christ to live
not unto himself, but unto God. This
is that new.obedience which.is rendered
by those who arejustitied by fuith, and
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which springs from principles of holy
love, and gudly fear implanted in the
hearts of thosc who are the children of
Godby faithin Jesus Christ,

@, Let us facther enguire, 1N wiar
RESPHECT 3T SHALL BE WELL WiTH TUEM
Taar Frar Gep.

It shaltbe well with them in fegard
to their tempoial, their spiritual, and
their ctersnal good,

As to the first of'these, it may often
perhapsappear to be otherwise ; for it
isevident tha iie people of Godare
not cacipted fivin tire ordinary trials
and surrots of hife, aud that in many
cases, Ly suler 1 aadition to these,

warious ashouuis waici are pecular to

themsuvives. Suilit willbe fourd, and
thousands Lave experienced it thateven
inregard tv a presenthie, and e enjoy-
meit of carthly blessings, it is better
with them thetfear God, than it is with
the.wicked, when their corn and their
wine are incrcased. The blessing of
the Lord,it maketh rich, and he nddeth
no sorrew with it.  The enjoyment
of prospenity ts productive of @ happiness
to their souls of wlich unbelievers can
form no idca, and of which, while unbe-
lievers, they can never partzke ; and if
they suffer adversity,andare poor and un-
honored among men, they have learned
to be content in whaterver state they are.
It is sufficient to makethem Lappy, to
know that thewr lot s ordered by God,
by their Father 1n Heaven who kaows
better then they do, what is for their
goud, and who has promised them all
needful earthiy blessings, if they seck
his kingdom fiest ; so.that even inre-
gard to their temporal ‘good, godliness
with con.entment is to them great
gain.

Again, in regard to the spiritual good
of them that fear God, it is also well
withthem. ‘The path of the just, we
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are told, is like theskining light, which
shineth more nud more untothe perfect
day. All things, it is said,work together
for goodto theni that love God. The very
afitictions of life, prove Wessings to their
souls, and assurance of Gods love, peace
of conscience, and joy in the 1Holy
Ghost, are to them continual tokens of
their progress in grace, and their sccur-
ing of those true riches which never

fade away.

Anditis well with them that fear
God, also inregard to their everlasting
wood, Thelight afflictions of life which
are but for a moment, arc working out
for them a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory. Being justifi-
ed by faith they rejoice in hope of the
glory of God. Nothing can separate
them from the love of Christ,and while
travelling through the wilderness of the
world, they are looking forward with
joyful hearts to mansions of rest, where
they shall hunger no more, nor thirst
any more ; and when the last mortal
struggle cuines on, death and its terrors
have no sting for them ; the grave, so
aloomy to others, they can contemplate
undismayed, for Christ is theirs, and
heaven is theirs, and theirs is a crown
of glory, and an incorruptible inheri-
tance: they are sons and daughters of
Almighty God, and joint heirs with
Chliist, and they can look beyond the
valley of the shadow of death and see
their purchased inheritance, stretching
out before them in all the spiendoyr and
glory of everlasting day.

“ There everlasting spring abides,

And never withering flowers ;
Death, like a narrow sca, divides

This heavenly land from ours.

There painand sickness never come,

Aud grief nomorc complains ;
tlcalth trinmphs in‘immortal bloom,

And endless pleasure reigns.

No clouds those blissful regions know,

Forever bright and fair;

For €in the source of mortal woe,

Can never enter there,
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There no alternate pight is known,
Nor Sun's faintsickly ray;
But glory from the sacred throne,
Sprcads everlasting day.”
3. WHAT ACSURANCE HAVE WE THAT
IT SHALL BB WELL WITI THREM THAT
rBAR Gop ?

It is eaay to answer this question,
God has said thai it shall be well with
them that fear Him ; and he is not a
man that he should lie, nor the son of
man thathe should repent.  He has pro-
mised that bread will be given them, and
that their watershall be suré ; and that
his grace is suflicient for them in every
time of needs He assures them that
nothing can scparate them from his
love, and that in obeying his word, and
belioving in Christy they have built up-
ona rock, against which the gates of
hell shall not prevail.  And these pro-
mises have been abundantly fulfilled in
the experience of his people. Inall
generations helias been their dwelling
place, their Father, and their Friend ;
and true believers have experience that
hie is still the same, still faithful to his
promises, still rich in mercy and abun-
dant in grace, still worthy to be feared,
and loved, aund trusted. And could we
obtain the testimony of those who have
died in the Lord, were we permitted to
ask of any. of those spirits of the just
who have gone before us, and are now
with Christ, whether they can testify to
the truth of the promise, that it shall be
well with them that fear God, they
would give us such a history of what
they had experienced of” his faithfulness
and love, in all the dispensations of pro-
vidence, and grace, while they sojourn.
ed on earil, and of the blessedness
of their state bevond death and the
grave, as would triumphantly confirm
the truth of the gracious declaration,
that it shall be well’ with then) in all
tiine, and forever.

T
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And now, it remains for you to en-

quire how far you areinterested, or not,
in this gracious declaration, and wheth-
er you are of those who fear the Lord,
or of those who have not thefear of
God before their eyes, as upon this it
depends whether it shall be well with
you orill. If you are of those who fear
the Lord, who having beenadopted into
His family, have acquired the disposition
of his children, have received the spirit
of adoption, and learned to say to him
Abba Father!—O ! then it shall be well
with you through life, and ever more.
God hassaid that it shallbego, Christ
your Redeemer has said so too, and the
holy spirit has confirmed it in the hap-
py experience of the multitudes of his
saints. The afllictions oflife, so griev-
ous to others, will be blessings to you,
and all things will work together for
your good. When death approaches,
you need notbe alarmed, for death can-
not separate you from the love ef the Sa-
vioury, who rose triumphant from the
grave, and secured the happy resurrec-
tion of all his people; and when you en-
terat last the world of spirits, you will
meet your Redeemer there, ready to re-
ceive you, and to give you the crown of
life which fadeth not away ; and the
loud hosannahs of happy angels, and
their songs and acclamations of joy,
will tell you how welcome you are to
enter, and dwell inImmanuel’s land. Be
not then weery in well doing, nor faint
‘ip your minds, for in due season ye
shall reap if ye faint not.

But if it shall thus be well with be-
lievers, O it shall beill with you who do
not fear the Lord. You shall be as
miserable as the others shall be happy ;
and you must go away into everlasting
punishment while they arc received into
lifceverlasting. Ye, who are neglect-

ng your souls, or treating religion asa
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secondary thing, are exposing your-
selves to fearful danger and trifling a-
way that precious time, which is given
you, that you may improveit to escape
from hell, and to lay up tressurein hea-
ven. And what do you gain by doing
so? Youmay be gaining the world,
but youare losing your soul. You may
be pleasing men, but you are displeas-
ing God, and crucifying the Saviour,
and doing despite to the spirit of grace.
You may be enjoying the pleasures of
sin, but it is only for a season, and sure-
ly the end of these things is death—
eternal death. This you may escape
by giving yourselves to Christ. All
will yet be well with you, if you will on-
ly become followers of that which is
good. Amen!

EXTRACTS FROM THE NOTE
BOOK OF A MISSIONARY.
Mr. EpiTor,

‘When lately turning over
somc M8 8. I came upon a Note Book
containing notices of my Missionary Tra-
vels in this Province of a somewhat mi-
nuter kind, than those which I reported at
thetime to the Synod. I had actually
forgotten, that I had made these notes;
and 50, when £ perused them, they seemed
to havea freshness even tomyself. For who
docs not know that while we never lose
our identity we yet very soon forget what
manner of persous we were at some for-
mer period. Thetrains of thought which
had passed through our minds and even
the incidents which occasioned them, are
alike forgotten. Few have such tenacious
memories as to wish like Themistocles for
the art of forgetting things.

For want of some readier communica-
tion, I transcribe thesenotes for the Exami-
ner. 1 make no important altcration on
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them, for were I todo so, they would no
longer be what they arc—Notes made at
the time to which they refer. Onthis
account, 1 do not expunge some reflections
which havc a private bearing, and  which
would not probably have beon written at
first had the Notes been intended for the
eyc of the public. Hoping they may not
Le uninteresting to some of your readers.
1 remain
Yours, affcctionately
PRESBYTER.
T. T.

November, 18th 1837,

1834, June 25th—Proceeded to Dundas
and arrived there about 6, P. M. in expec-
tation of addressing a meeting on the
subject of our Missions. But Mr. Stark
had not received my letter of the20th inst.
requesting him to call a meeting; and
1 was thus disappointed.

June 26th—Spent this day with Mr. S.
in calliug on several of his people to invite
them to a meeting in the eveping ; and in
writing letters, to make appointments for
my intended visit to the London District.
In the evening, laddressed a small con-
gregation. The sum of £3 7s. 6d. was
subscribed to our Mission Fund ; of
which £2 15s. was paid.

June 27th——Before setting out to the
Grand River, I reccived 15s. of additional
subscriptions from Mr. Wharric. Pro-
ceeded by the Swamp Road to the Grand
River. Not having travelled the Road
before, I found it somewhat dreary, Was
agreeably surprised when I came in sight
ofthe Grand River at Bryant’s Tavern—
from the width of the River, and the great
volume of water that was rolling onwards,
through the dark woods, Did not know
until then of the title it has to the name it
has obtained. Whilc busy for a moment
in tracing a resemblance between it, and
the Tay, or Tynec of our native land ;
thought how natural it was for the Ro-
man soldiers to find an image of their own
Tiber, even in our Tay, as story tells that,
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when from one of the lofty emincnces, they
first gazed upon that noble steeam they ex-
claimed Ecce Tiberim.

Called on Francis ‘Wecbster, Esq. and
waskindly welcomed by him.

Saturday-~Rode out to sec a Camp
Meeting five orsix miles from Mr, Web-
ster’s.  In the course of my ride saw
great numbers of laborers busy on the
works now in progress for rendering the
Grand River navigable. Passed several
Indian Farms, and saw several of the In-
dians by the road side intoxicated. How
affecting their moral and spiritual condi-
tion! just brought to know some of the
comforts of their civilized neighbors ; and
yet unable to compete with them in any
occupation—over-reached by thecovetous-~
tempted to drunkenness and other sins, by
the example of those who bear the Chris-
tian name, and thus encouraged in their
heathenism and repelled from the Saviour
by the conduct of those who profess to be
his followers. May the Lord have pity
on them, and send a faithful minister a-
mong them, and turn the hearts of the pro-
fessed Christians who are now crowding
inupon them to scek their good.

After entering on a piece of new road
cut through the woods and riding for a-
bout a mile, saw some indications of the
assemblage at the Camp Meeting. As I
came up I found that these were booths, or
stands, at which cakes and bread, beer
and cider were sold.  From this part of
the main road, alane led through the
woods ¢n the nght towards the River.

Herc I perecived horses, some saddled,

some in wagons ticd tothe trees: but thc
most unexpected sight which I saw was a
stand with printed calicoes, silk handker-
chiefs, and various other tempting articles
of female apparel exposed to sale—so rea—
dily does covetousness like every other dis-
position of corrupt nature discover itself in
large assemblages of people, however, sc-
rious or solemn may have been the occa-

sion oftheirmeeting. A few stragglers,
and several Indians were lounging about
this place.  Onc Indian Loy I observed
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very busy shooting arrows at the birds a-
mongst the tees,

The encampuaent was in the woods a-
hout two hundied yards distant from the
stand just deseribed. As Tapproached it
1 could hear the pneacher distinetly reading
one of ‘Watt’s Fiymuo,

The appearanee of the meeting so fu
was entirely adverse to serious clations,
Yot the voice of the preacher, betore 1 could
fully sce him in the congregation, and still
more the words which he vead fell with pe-
culiar solemnity on my cur, the words
were these

ITow could 1 Lear to hear thy voice
Pronounce the svund—depart 2

The thunder of that dismal word
Would so torment my car

“T'would tear my sowd asunder Lord
‘With most tormenting fear &¢

1 was soon closc on the congregation,
wad dismounted from my horse.  For a
faw moments, 1 was a mere spectator of
the novel scene, without attending to the
religious exercise. I saw before me @ cir-
culur space of sixty, or seventy yards di-
ameter on which the trees had been cut
down. They were laid in parallel rows
with boards across them for seats; and here
was asmall congregation of some 50, or
GO persons, the rain as 1was told hav-
g prevented @ large attendance.  In the
woods, skirting the circular clearing which
had been made fur the congregation,were a
wamber of shanties constructed with boards
for the occupation of those who were spend-
mg diy and night in these religious exer-
cises,  ‘The preachicrs stood on a covered
scaffuld erccted at one side of the open
space. e who led the devotions wore
ican coaty and had a handhcichicf ticd
rouud his hicad and so presented a gro-
sesque vathier than reverend  appearance.
Hc prayed, after the singing was ended,
and many loud and appareatly carnest
sjaculations from the peaple brokic in on
the address to the thrgne of gace which
he was offring up.  “This, howerar ishy
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no means a certain  indication of  decgy
feching in Mcthodist worshippers . wnd 1
saw very visible indications of histlessness
and inuttention amongst - several of the
people  The blessing closed this service
And animtimation made by the preacher
remuded me, that the soul in vain cowts
the remotest local 1etreats 0 escape fiom
corporeil cares. It ran in words like the
following : « Brother will preach
at H o'clack, and the sisters are requesiud
to have the dinners over, in time for prayc:
wieetings in theshantics at 3 o'elock.”

As 1 retired from this meeting, I saw
A man in a state of intoxication at a stand
where beer was sold; I had seen nothine
in the scrvices, peculiar to & Camp
Meeting such as the rethving of companies
for prayer or gining signals; and the
solemuity of the seene &l far shoit of the
Tent preachings that were so commos in
country o aishes in Scotland on Sacra-
mental oceasions in my youthful days.
Ofien have I mingled in the vast assean-
blage of sober worshippers on a hill side,
or in & church yard, that were listening to
theclear oxpositions and  pathetic appeats
that hour after hour weremade to  them by
one minister after another from the TENT
And the walk homewards often of many
miles length afforded ample opportunity
o meditate on the truth  that  had
Leenheard.  The kind of sutlery cstab-
tishuents which fullow the Camp Mcctings
in this country, and are in some respects
mscparable from the system of bivouack-
ing day and night in the woods, indicate
as ) think, somecthing reprehensible in the
system.

Inthe evening o man who was appa-
sently a halt Indian called on Mr. Web-
ster for some wine to be used in eclebiat-
ing the Lord’s Supper on the following
day atthe CampeMecting.  Heming him
addressed as John Norton, and knowing
that the lands which the ke Majm Nou-
ton possessed were in the nesghborhood, |
concluded that thi~ wightbe the won of that
icetahable man , uor was 1astahen
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1 had seen him when aboy with his father
in Scotlund soon after thelate wer with the
United States = but could recognize noth-
myg of the appearince which he then had
in the plain Canadian Farmer who was
now before me. 1 had w0 short conversa-
uon wath lum about his frivnds mScotland,
his father having been relited to o near
kinsman of my own ; and o respeeting
his history sinee his retwn from Scotland.
But miglt was approaching, and he was
m haste to depart.—2low wonderful was
1, thought 1, that, I should mcet the son of
Norton the Indian Cluef] in the very re-
gion which many years ago I had heard
_ him describe atmy brother-in-law’s table
to the astonishment of myself and many
other listeners ! His vivid description of
the rivers, and cataracts, and Lukes, and
forests of Canada, are not even yet eflaced
from my memory.  And still Iremember
to have then felt the stirrings of an ambi-
tion to visit the wondrous scenes which he
described.  And, now have 1 visited these
scetics, not however as an idle gazer but,
blessed be the God of my mercics,
as a minister—an unworthy minister of

the  gospel of his Son.  And Nor-
ton  who received substantial rewards
for his scrvices in war from  the

Britishh Government, who was honowmed
with personal satentions by the Prince Re-
gent, and who has fuund cven amore du-
rable honour in the records ot the British
and Forcign Bible Socicty, as « translator
ofa portion of the volume of inspivation,
has long since dicd in ignuminious exile.
lisson too, whom he had placed under
accomplished teachers in Scotland, and for
whom, hehad no deubt anticipated a carcer
of advancement like his own— was now
not the heir of his lands, but a humble
farmer, and as I had just seen him, a leader
of a Mcthodist Cunp Mecting !

June 29th, Sabbath—"T'ke morning wet.
Towards cleven o’clock however,the weath-
a1 cleared up, and notwithstanding the
cain it had fllen, and the attractions of
the Canipr Mecting—for almost ol the set-
1iers in the neigiibourkood wereas 1 lewma-
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ed engaged to attend 1, a consuderable
congregiton asscnbled i Mr, Webster's
tarn. I preached  from Galatians G. 14.
In the afteinoon, I preached o sehool-
Bouse a fow miks ugher up the River, on
the border of thelands which had belong-
cd to Mr. Norton.  The house was well
filled ; though, few ofthe congregation of
the woruing attended.  The  population
here is very mumncrous at present, from the
woils for 1endering the River navigable,
that are now i progress.

Dlet at Mr. Webstaer's wath Mr. Blaira
tineal  descendant of the  awthor of Tue
crave, and a grand-nephew  of the not
less famed Dr. Hugh Blair.  The ques-
tion wuas put to me at Mr, Webster's
whether 1 would be disposed to settlein the
ucightiorhood in the cvent of a call being
given tome, by a considerable body of the
settlers.  Tothis, I could only reply that
wuch consideration would be required be-
fore I could give an answer to the question.

Itis yet uncestain whether my present
office is to be a permanent one—and wheths
er I ought to continue in it ; and whether
supposing Idid continue in it, 1 could at
the same time undertahe the minisiry -
mongst a people such as those on the
Grand River.  Theloculity in respect to
scenery is agreeable.  The population
must rapidly  increase; and then, there
are the poor benighted Cayugas umongst
whom & mintster might hope to find an
entrance with the gladtidings of Sulvation.
On the other hand, the situation is too se-
cluded from the rest of the Province, for
thie residence of a minister who would take
a pagticular interest inany of the gencral
concerns of the church.  However, Iam
not at present called onto make a decision;
and 1 doubt not, but that the Lord will
madic goad to mc, and to nune His graci-
ous promise © 1 will instruct thee, and weach
theein the way which thou shalt go; 1
will guide thee with mine cye.”

June th.~Lroceeded this morning for
the London District; and to aveid the
jourticy vound by Brantford, made for
the roud that leads from the Grand
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River, a little below Mr. Webster's,
This 13 called the South Talbot Road.
It passes through the Indian Lands, and
the Township of Walpole. I was fa-
voured with the company and guidance of
Mzr. Blair for several miles.  Fording the
river about two miles below Mr. Webster’s,
we struck into the woods, and pursued a
mazy and entangled path, fit only for In.
dinnsto thread, as indced it was a mere
Indian Track. Afler a ride of about 2
hours we came on the log house of Mr.
Blair. It stands on a fine terrace, that
slopes to the river, and commands one of
the finest views of the riverthatl nad scen.
There is only one other human habitation
in sight, Mr. Blair’s house which is small,
and of the rudest kind, is soon to become
what it has been designed for, his stable,
as heis abouttoerccta suitable dwelling
house. Yet, here, he, an accomplished
scholar, and polished gentleman,an a-
Jumnus of Trinity College Dublin, and re-
cently an officer in the ammy, togcther with
his brother who has been in the East Indies,
are for the time shut out from the world ;
and employed in the toilsome work of
clearing the primeval forest. They are
cheered however, with the hopes of soon
beholding fertile fields around them ; and
of sceing the adjacent bank clearcd by oth-
cr settlers: and indeed the town of Cay-
uga * which as yet exists only on the
Chart of the Surveyor is soon to riseup
within their view; as building lots are
now greedily purchased by speculators.
Surcly the Christian Labourcr who is in-
trusted with the incorruptible seed of the
word, and has a ficld allotted to him to
cultivate, in which fruit to the glory of God
may be gathered should labour diligently
and perseveringly, animated with the
hope of an immortal harvest,

Mr. Blair accompanicd me,after a shont
rest,and refreshment at his house, for a-
bout two miles farther.  Our course was

* This
the name
cd,

lacc we believe has since taken up
ork which the muctropolis has scject.
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traceable only by the Surveyor's Meze on
the trees, until we reached the magnificent
opening in the woods known as the Souh
Talbot Rond.  Here lcaving my intelli-
gent and interesting guide,not  withowt
affectionate longings for hishest interest, {
proceeded alonc on my way.

The sun’s rays no longer intercepted by
the woods were how streaming down hght
and heat upon me with,as I thought,an un-
usual intensity. The cut in the woods
is here broader than the common road al-
lowance, a long stretch of it was seen be-
forc me, and the trees which wall the road
arcof the loftiest kind; so that, I could
not but feel my own littleness as well as
loncliness—Yet, who that in the scenes of
nature, sees the workmanship, and the a-
gency of God-—of God his friend, and fath-
cr, can think himself to be alone or forgot-
ten, or uncered for ?

(To be Continued.)

THE Pressyreny or ToroNTO, met for
ordinary business on the 3Ist ult, The
Rev. Mr. Tawse preached onthe occasion.
Mr. Rintoul resigned the office of Clerk,
and Mr. Bell who had been for some time
%ast Conjunct Clerk was oppointed sole

lerk.+

A proposal fromthe Presbytery of Ham-
ilton for a correspondence between thetwo
Presbyteries, by the mutual delegation
of a member of cach, was agreed to on
the understanding, that the delegate shalt
only have an advisory power in the Pres-
bytery to which he 1s sent. Andit was
resolved to refer to the Synod the consid-
cration of the expediency of recommend-
ing that some such system of correspon-
dence be kept up amongst the other Pres-
byteries.

A petition and complaint of Robeit
Menzies, against a sentence of the Church
Session of Esquesing, for suspeading him
from Church privileges, foralleged rash-
ness in taking an oath in the Court of
Quarter Sessions was received : and the
Presbytery resolvedto investigate the casc
in the Township of Esquesing.

Reports of Missionary service by scvei-
al of the members, were read. A length-
encd report by Mr. McMillan of a tour

* Mr. Bell's address, Rev. A, W. Bell, Ltoin-

coke, Upper Canada.
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by himself, and Mr McNaughton, through
the Townships of Mono, Melancthon, and
Nottawasaga drew the commendation of
thebrethren,and will yet we trust be trans-
ferred to the columns of the Examiner.

It was Resolved, that each minister of
the Presbytery shall during the ensuing
three months devute at least one Sabbath,
and as many week days as may be practi-
cable, in Missionary " work according to
the following scheme.

Messns. McNaventon, AND McMiLLay,
v visit Muno, Melancthon, Nottawasaga,
and Sunnidale.

Mersses. Fercuson anD RinToun, Nas-
sagawaga, Esquesing, and Chincuacousy.

essrs. Bert, axp Murray, Dundas
Street, with the country to the North and
South, as far as convenient.

Mrssrs. Grorce, anp Lracn, York, to
Markhain, Pickering, and Darlington.

Messes. Tawsg, anNp MC}{TLLICAN,
‘Thorah, Eldun,Georgina,Brock, Oro, and
Orillia.

The committee appointed at a former
meeting, to preparea scheme for Presby-
terial visitations produced a report of
which the following is a copy.

‘The committce recommend the Presby-
tery to adopt the following method of visi-
tation of congregations, which they have
drawn up with_some modifications upon
the scheme of Presbyterial visitations re-
commended and enjoined by the General
Assembly.

Besides visitationsthat may e made on
emergent occasions ; the whole of the
congregations are to be visited in order.

When a visitation is appointed fora
particular congregation, the minister of
that congregation is to intimate it from
the pulpit, at least two calendar months
previously to itstaking place,and is to cite
the Elders and all the members of the
church in full communion to attend ; that
they may acquaint the Presbytery with
the state of the congregation in every
point ; and, that if any of them have cer-
tain knowledge of any thing amiss in their
minister and elders, they do then alsoac-
quaint the Presbytery therewith: provid-
cd always, thatin the event of personal
offences, real or supposed,the party offend-
ed shall have first attempted a reconcilia-
tion according to our Lords injunction in
Matthew xvii. and failed in obtaining it.
Andthatin the event of public offences
or matters of complaint, the Scssions shall
have been notified of the same at least two
weeks before the visitation.

When the Presbytery have met, they
shall confer with the minister and elders
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in private to enquire into the state of the
congregation, and ascertain what matters
are likely to be brought out in the course
of the visitation. Aflerasermon by one
of the Presbytery, the Recordsof the Ses-
sion shall be examined ; a committee shall
confer with the minister of the congrega-
tion in a bvotherly way concerning his
culture of personal religion, and his mi-
nisterial work as in respect to his prepar-
ation for it, his occupation in it, and the
fruits of it. "The elders too shall be faith-
fully and affectionately counselled and ad -
monished in regard topersonal and domes-
tic religion, and their walk and conversa-
tion before the church and the world.
They are then to be interrogated.

First. Concerning the personal deport-
ment of the minister before his pcop‘ac,
and the world ; and the nature and kind
of his intercourse with them,

. Seconpry. Concerning his ministry of
the word, as to its faithfulness, soundness,
plainness, and adaptation to the circum-
stances and character of the people—the
length, freguency and form of the dis-
courses, and to what extent they consist
of lecturing and preaching.

TuroLy. Concerning his private mi-
nistrations—such as the stated visitatiorr
of the flock, the visitation of the sick, the
aged, the infirm, the bereaved, the afflict-
ed in mind ; and, the adaptation of his in-
structions to them severally.

Fourtary. Conceming his administra-
tion of baptism, to what extent, and on
what occasions privately, and whether to
the children of any who are not themselves
in full communion with the church.

FirtaLy. Concerning his administra-
tion of the Lord's Supper,such, as itsfre-
8;1ency, theorder in Which it is conducted,

e method of training Catechdmens, and
the measures nsed with those who contifi-
ue in the neglect of the ordinance.

SixtALY. Concerning the number of
elders, the frc&uency of meetings of Ses-,
sion whether they are held for prayer, and
if so,how often. ~The faithfulness and de-
ligence with which discipline is exercised
—theefforts made for counteracting vice
and immorality. The extent of co-oper-
ation between Minister and elders. g‘ehe
instrumentality employed for promoting
the cause of Christ, in the neighborhood,
ot throughout the world, as through Sab-
bath-schools, Bible classes, prayer meet-
ings,and contributions for Missionary and
other kindred objects.

The Presbytery shall first callin the
members of the church who are in foll
communion and interrogate thern, con-
cerning the minister and elders, allowing
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them to speak on any watters vl comnplaint,
only when they have acted aceording o
the method above mentiaed for ublaiming
satisfaction, or have fudaul a complasa
with the Session, and have failed i ob-
taining satisfitction.

After thus, the Presbytery shalt calbm
the minister, and interragate him concern-
g the order and reglanny ol the meel-
ingsofthe Session —and concermng the
elders, as respects their subseribing, the
conlession of Faith, the consisteuey  of
their depurtment towaeds thew fawmdiies
~oyerally, the church, and the woild . as
reapeets also their baving distinet distriets
~their fidelity and diligence in attending
tothein duties, and that espeaially of at-
tending the highey judweatories when call-
ed s to do. .

The Presbytery shall thereaficr examine
the minister and elders concerning the
people’s atendance on divine ordusituces,
and their profiing by them, the respect
yielded by them to the discipline of the
churceh, and the memnbers ofthe Sessiony—
their diligence in ihe cducation of their
children, their observance of the Lord's
day, and ol family worship, and the indi-
catjons generally of the power and influ-
ence of picty amongst them.

The Preshytery shall interrogate,lastly,
minister, elders, trustees, or deacons, and
the members of the church concerning the
«tate of the chureh, manse and glebe (if
any,) the amount of {unds raised, and the
appropriation of the same, as, for the sti-
pend tothe minister ; for his expenses and
that vf'the elders in attending the judicato-
rics, for the reliet’ of the puor aud the ex-
tension of the gospel ; and al<v concerning
the cultivation of Sacred Music in the
congregation.

The interrogativns having been made
all parties are to be encouraged or admon-
ished severally,or such other procedure is
tobe adoﬁlcd as the case inay secin to re-
quire. Aud the Moderator may close the
whole withan address to the congrezation
and prayer.”

The Presbytery received the report,and
a motion was made and seconded to adopt
it, another to reject it was made and se-
conded. All the membhers present were
heard in support ofone o1 the other, when
on a division three vated for the former
and three for the latter mation.  The Mo-
derator gave his casting vote in favour of
the former which wasaccordingly carried
Against this huwever Mr. Leach protest-
edand appealed to the next Session of
Synod.

The Presbytery tank upthe matter of the
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legislative incorporation of the churehute
volved un them bysthe Synod;and appoint
ed Messrs Leach, Belt George, Rintoul and
Murray sunisiers, with Edward Thomson
Esy and A, William Paterson elders, a
committee an - this subjeet with isirae-
tions to them to ealt o special mectine o
Presbytery at they shall see ecause. Mr
Leach was appomted comvener of this
comnmittee.

The Prcbytery in consideration of the
present Jow state of true religion, unani-
motsly esols el thata considerable portion
of the time of the uese ordinary ineeting
shall be devoted to peaver, and conterence
on the weans best adapted for prometing
the hingdour ot Chrast in the surroundinge
commaunity.  Musters to come to it with
their own wmatred views,and to report the
sentiments of their Sessions,

Afier -.omea uther business the Presbyle
vy closed its meeting on the evening of the
1st November at 10 v'elock,

The next ordinary meeting is to be held

in Esquesing oun the second Tuesday ot
January next.
W R

—— e ——

SABBATII EVE.

“ Sweet is the lizht of sanpyvrit vve,
And soti the sunbeam lingering there ,

Those sacred hours this low carth Jeave
Wafted on wings of praase and praver.

This time how lonely and how still !
Peace shines and “siniles on alt below

The plain, the stream, the woud, the Lill,
All fair with evening’s setting glow.

StasoN oF rest ! the tranguil soul
Feelsthy sweet calm, and melts in love;

And, while these <acred inoments roll,
Faith secs a smiling heaven above.

How short the time, how soon the sun
Sets; anddark night resumesher reign,

And suun the hours of restacedone,
Then morrow brings the world agan.

Yet will our journey nat be tong,
Our prigrimage will soan be trad

And we shall juin the ccaseless sang,
The endless Sabbath of vur God ¥

EDMESTOUN
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ERRATA.

The reader is requested to make the following corrections in Mr. Morris’s Cor-
respondence. In letier of the Mth Sept. for “ 10 His Excellency by Lord Glenelg’
T&e&d by }fi'x,s Excellency to Lord Glenelg—and in next line for “ Glenclg” read

erich,

In Mr. Rintoul’s Schedule page 280, Peterborough and Cavan are stated to have re-
ceived £I35 I7s, 10d. from Government towards building churches in these places.
lfc(crborough has received no aid fromGovernment. Cavan only reccived £65.

. The account of the proceedings of the Syned’s Committee on the Synod Library,
is again unavoidably postponed.” It will appear in our next number.



The firs¢ Number of the second vol-
ume of the Christian Examiner, and
Presbyterian Review, will be publish-
ed early in Jaduary, on fine super-roy-
al octave. Price to subscribers only
10s. per anpum (Postage included)
payable in advance. If not paid till
after six months—the charge will be
1238, 6d.

Our Agents 'are requested to

give us intimation of any change in their
subscription lists as early as possible,

Money runittunces huve been received from Pxrtw, Chatham, Brockville and
Carlton Place,




