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t UBLISHER’'S NOTICE.

Inviting the co-operation of Christians to extend the circulation of THE MoNTHLY
Apvocarz, we commence its publication with an issue of 1,000 copies. We would
esteem it a special favor, if all those who receive copies of this Magazine, would
show it to their friends,«nd endeavour to establish clubs in their Jocalities. Itis
only in the anticipation of a large petronage that we feel Justlﬁed in offering the
inducements stated helow,

Regarding the principle upon which the Apvocare is estabhshed see “‘Totro-
ductory Remarks.” In addition to the general Editoriel Department, a special
Editor will have charge of the Youths’ Column, which will be found an interesting
feature of the Magazine. The Home Circle will have a promiuvent place devoted to
its interests, Missionary and other religious intelligence will be given from month
to month. - Original articles will be contributed by able writers at home and abroad.
Current literature, passing eveuts, &c., will be duly noticed in its columns.

TERMS:=

Tae MontaLy Abvocate will be furnished to any address in Canada, the
United States or Great Britain at the following prices, payable in advance.—
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PBritain, thus making the yearly subscnptlon there 2/, instead of aO cents as it i is in
our currency.

PREMIUM LIST:

Persons getting up clubs, who do not wish to take advantage of cash discounts,
and who will remit 50 cents for each subseriber, will have the folowing premiums
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Any name desired, will be printed on the Coxer of “Poebry and Seng » and
“Family Bible,” in gold letters, free of eharge.
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RIGHTEOUSNESS:
THE STRENGTH AND GLORY OF A NATION.

“ Righteousness exalteth a naticn.”—Prov. XIV.: 84

1t would be scarcely possible to suggest a subject, on which the senti-
ments of men in general are wore varicus than the question: What is it
that makes a people truly great, prospeeous, and happy?  One measures
a nation’s greatness, by the cxtent of its territory, the amonnt of its
population, and its agricultural capabilities. Another sees a nation’s
prosperity, in that which constituted the motto of the first Napoleon:
“Ships, Colonies, and Commerce.”  Another sees the assurance of a
nation’s career of glory, in the iutelligence of its people, the political
sagacity of its statesmen, and the heroism of its soldiers and seamen,
One sees the germ of national greatness, in the principle of Free Trade,
whilst another sees it, in the national policy of Protection. Now, what-
ever degree of importance may be atioched to any of these factors in
the creation of a nation’s material wealil, there is another clement
essential to the true “theory of the wealth of nations.” There is
another ingredient in every true system of national policy, without which,
the most splendid material advantages, and the best devised system of
political economy, will ever fail to sccure the prosperity and happiness

of any people. That essential clement is righteousness. ‘Righteous-

ness exalteth a nation.”

It is of some importance, at the outset of our remarks, to notice the
distinction between righteousness in a nation, and national righteousness.
‘The proper idea of a nation is not that of a collection of people, living
on the same soil. Itis a body of people, organized into ciwil society,
united together by the bond of a socinl compact, and under an acknov-
ledged government.  The righteousness of a nation is, therefore, properly
speaking, not that of the individual inhabitants of a country: it is that
of the nation as such. It is the righteousness of ‘“the Lody politic.”
It is very evident, thav there may be many vighteous persons on the soil
—righteous families—righteous institutions of various kinds, and yet
the nation as such may not be so, in regard either to its constitution, or
its administration. In the United States, there are many true Chris-
tians, but yet the nation is not Christian. In the constitution of the
country, which is the bond of the national compact, there is no acknow-
ledgment of God, the source of all authority and power; no acknow-
ledgment of Christ, to whom all judgment hos been committed, and no
acknowledgment of the Word of God, as the basis and standard of
legislation, It is the testimony of one of the greatest men in the
United States, that no change would be needed in the constitution of
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the Republic, to adapt it to a Mobammedan people. 'Whilst therefore,
it is utterly impossible to overestimate the importance of personal vight-
eousness, as the sole basis and guarantee of official righteousness, in
either Church or State, yet it is to the latter, or national righteousness,
that we desire to call the reader’s attention, in the sequel of this article.

1. MNational righteousness includes the public formal acknowledgment
of the Mediutor as “ King of nations.”

The enthroned Saviour is “Prince of the kings of the carth.” He has
on his vesture, and on his thigh, a name written: “King of king+ and
Lord of lords.” These titles are not empty compliments. They are
not expressive merely of personal excellence, or physical power. They
are significant of legal nuthority. The Lord Jesus Christ is the “King
of nations,” in the sense that He is their lawful Head. By the appoint-
ment of Him whose will is that all men should honour the Son as they
honour the Father, the Mediator is Head of every national organization
under the sun.  Him, the rulers of every land are to acknowledge as
their Supremo Head. To Him they are to bear true allegiance.  His
will they ave to hononr and obey, in all their official acts, on pain of his
certaiu, rightcous, and most dreadful displeasure.  “Be wise now, there-
fore, O ye kings; be instrueted, ye judges of the earth. Serve the
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son lest he be
angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a
liwle.”  Ps. 1110, 11, 12,

2. Nutional righteousness includes the adoption of the Word of God
as the buses und rule of legislation.

It is one of the most dangerous blunders into which even wise men
sometines fall, to assert, that the Bible has nothing to do with politics.
The Bilble has to do with every thing that it professes to deal with,
Take every thing relating to State management out of the Bible, and
it will bhe materially reduced in its dimensions. The Word of God is
not only intended to be the rule for men in their private, Iut also in
their afficial procedure. It is not only the Divine rule for the govern-
ment of the Clurch, but also the State. Civil rnlers may no more
ignore that Word, in "their State enactments, than ecclesiastical rulers,
in determining the doctrines, the worship, the discipline and government
of the Church. The Bible’s claim to a place in Parlimnent is just as
valid, us its claim to a place in Convocation, Synod, or General Assembly.

And, yet, is it not & melancholy fact, that in almost all the nations
on carth, in the present day, the Word of God, as the rule of legisla-
tion, i3 to n large extent, practically ignored? How little it is regarded,
in the setting up of rulers/ That Word declares that State rulers must
be “able men, men of truth, men fearing God and hating covetousness.”
Tt declares that “he that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the
feur of God” And as a warning against the setting up of persons of
an opposite character, it asserts that “the wicked walk on cvery side,
when the vilest men are exalted.” How little such solemn cnactments
are heeded!  Men are appointed to office without any regard to moral
quelitications, The swearer, the Sabbath breaker, the libertine, &c., are
ag eligible to political office, as the man that “fears God and keeps His
commundinents.” Even a blaspheming Atheist has now taken his seat
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in the Legislature of & Christian country. How little is the Bible
honoured, moreover, in the framing of rational laws! The kings of
Israel and Judah were required to keep a copy of the Divine law con-
stautly by them, that they might rule in God’s fear. The Bible was to
be their great “Statute Book and Directory.” But, how little is that
Word honoured now, in the cabinets of princes, and in the halls of
legislature! How seldom is the Bible quoted in support of, or in oppo-
sition to, any proposed meuasure! The Word of the Eternal is sometimes
treated as an intruder, when introduced into State Councils. Itisnotlong
since, in the highest legislative assembly of the Dominion of Canada,
the Statute Book of heaven was lifted up “amid much laughter” Is
there not reason to apprechend fearful national judgments, when the
Word of the Governor amongst the nations is thus treated? “Princes,
and all judges of the carth” are required to honour that Word, in all
their judicial proceedings. They are required to bow before it, whether
on the throne, or the beneh, or in the senate house. Inso far as they
do so, they exemplify that righteousness that “exalteth a nation.”

3. National righteousness includes a national acknowledgment of the
Church of Christ, and leyislation to further ler titerests.

All the mediatorial authority of the Redeemer has been given Him
for the good of the Church. He has been constituted “Head over alt
things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth
all in all.” If, then, He reigns as “King of nations,” the design is, to
promote the interests of the church “which He purchased with His own
blood.” If, in the exsreise of that offics, He sets one man op the throne,
another on the bench, and gives another a seat in parliament, the ulti-
mate design is, that they may use their authority, and influence, to pro-
mote the interests of that kingdom which “is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

To assert the contrary, is inconsistent with reason, as well as scripture.
To aftirm that the Redeemer, and His cause and interest in the world,
have claims upon one in a private station, so that heis to live and labour
and pray, that God’s kingdom may come and His will may be done on
carth, as in heaven, but that when he steps into an official position, as
o king, a judge, or a subordinate magistrate, he is officially freed from
all obligation to the church, and cause of the Redeemer in the world;
is wholly inconsistent* with enlightened reason. Such a theory would
transform o private christian into an official infidei. It would extirpate
every thing like national christianity from the earth—rob the Redeemer
of His crown as “Prince of the kings of the earth,” and free the State
from all responsibility to Him who is “the Head of His body, the church.”

How diffevent is the teaching of the inspired Word, on this subject!
“The nation and kingdom,” says the Redeemer to His church; “thet
will not serve thee shall perish; yea those nations shall be utterly
wasted.”"—Is. LX. 12. In that good time coming of which prophecy
speaks, when the nations of earth shall be thoroughly christianized, one
of its brightest glories will be the fulfillment of the- promise: “And
kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothera.®
The potentates of earth shall then bring their glovy and honour into
Zion, National resources shall be employed, not to foster error es is the
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case now, to a melancholy extent, but in the interests of truth and
righteousness.  “The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring
presents,  The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea all kings
shall full down before Him; all nations shall serve Him.”

Sucl are some views of national righteousness. It remains, that &
few remarks be made in illustration of the proposition, that it “exalteth
«. nation” In the 72nd Psalm, in reference to the Millenial reign of
the Messiah, it is declared: “The mountains shall bring peace to the
people, and the little hills, by righteousness.” Mountains and hills, in
the sywmbolic language of scripture, are significant of the higher and
lower departments of civil government. In the bright era approaching,
these will bring peace by their righteousness. When the rulers are
righteous rulers; when the laws are righteous laws; when justice and
judgment are the chavacteristics of the throne, and all the streams of
authority that flow from it; the result is peace and enlarged prosperity.
The righteous Lord that loveth righteousness, bestows the Dblessing that
“waketh vich and adds no sorvow.”

The history of the kingdoms of Isracl and Judah strikingly illustrates
the counection between national righteousness and a nation’s well-being.
Louk at the kingdom of fsrael. Al its kiugs were wicked wen.  They
wulked in the ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat,  Their public career
waus marked by an utter disregard of the Divine law. What was the
result! How short was the reign of the majority of these kings! How
frequently the dynasty was changed, the sceptre passing from one family
to unother. What signal judgments were, sometimes, sent upon the
land; us in Abab’s day, when there was no rain for three years and six
wonths!  How weak, mareover, in the hauds of Isracl's foes! The
tinul result was, that after a few centuries of mis-rule and confusion,
the nativual institutions were overturned, the land was given over to
desolution, and the people were carried captives to Assyria.

Look, ugain, at the kingdom of Judek The majority of its kings
were plous men.  They did that which was right in the sight of the
Lord.  They discouraged idolatry—supported the ordinances of religion
—aml sought to engage their subjects in the worship and service of
Jebovah.,  Josiah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekish, are honoured names
in the listory of the church, and in the annals of national religion.
What wus the result? How lengthened was the reign of many of
Judul's kings! There was no change of dynasty; the family of Devid
holding the sceptre, during the whole term of the national existence.
How »trong, moreover, was Jydah against its invaders, tho’ but a little
kingdom, comprehending the tribe of Judah, and the little tribe of Ben-
jamin! How vemarkably the God of Israel sometimes interposed on its
behalf, us when in Hezekish’s day, He sent an angel, “and smote in the
camp of the enemy a hundred and fourscore and five thousand.” And
this conrse of national prosperity continued for many generations, until
at length Judah forgot God—fell into idolatry—lost the favour and
blessing of the Governor amongst the nations, and was given iuto the
hand of the proud enemy, who desolated her cities, and carried her sons
and daughters awey into captivity. The great principles of the Divine
government ure immutably the same in all generations, God still “rules
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the nations.” “Righteousness exulteth a nation; sin is a reproach to
any people.”

The history of Continental Europe, during the last twelve hundred
years, furnishes many a painful illustration of the sad results of a national
policy that ignores the claims of Christ, and His Word, and His Church,
During that lengthened period, the European nations have been in
league with the “Man of sin,” deveting their national resources to the
advancement of his interests, and, of course, in opposition to Christ
“the Prince of the kings of the earth.” There has been no national
acknowledgment of the enthroned Mediator, as King of nations; no
national acknowledgment of the Bible, as the standard of legislation;
no national acknowledwmuxt of the Church, which, during the reign of
Anti-Christ, is lcpresentcd as & woman in the wxldemess, shut out of
view, desolate and forgotten. Well, what has been the history of
Europe, during those years, but the narrative of its commotions, revo-
lutions, and wars? Take away from the history of Europe the record
of its convulsions and bloodshed, its oppression on the one hand and its
struggles for freedom on the other, its wars and rumours of wars, and
its social and commercial disasters consequent thereon; and little more
than a blank will remain. But, when that great revolution will take
place, which inspired prophecy foretells, when Anti-Christ shall fali,
and all the obstinate supporters of that system—when the great prin-
ciples of *the testimony of Jesus Christ” shall triumph—when the
Redeemer shall be universally acknowledged as “King in Zion” and
“Prince of the kings of the earth”—when ¢the kingdoms of this world”
shall “become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ”—then,
glorious and blessed will Le the results. “The mountains shall bring
peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness.” Wars shall
cease to the ends of the earth. “They shall beat their swords into
Ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks,” and there shall be
an “abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth.” There will be
enlarged and enduring prosperity.  “For brass I will bring gold, and for
iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron.” “The
earth shall yicld her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless
us.” Then, there will be a very glorious and universal exemplification
of the great Bible truth: Riglteousness ecalteth a nation.

There is no wilderness so dreary but that Christ’s love can illuminate
it; uo desolation so desolate but that He can sweeten it* I Anow what
Iam saying. Itisno delusion. I believe that the highest, purest hap-
piness 1s kuown only to those who have learned Christ in sick-rooms,
in poverty, iu racking suspense and anxiety, amid hardships and at the
open grave.—J/rs, E. Prentiss.

None will have their residence in heaven hereafter who have not their
conversation in heaven here, None will be with the {ord forever, but
those g_hat find it their happiness for the Loid to be with them now,—
Wi Jay.

A prayerless soul is a Christless soul, and a Christless soul is s help-
less soul,
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Tue Rock 1N Hores.

“And all the congregation of the children of Isracl journeyed from
the wilderness of Sin. after their journeys, according to the coramand-
ment of the Lord, and pitched in Rephidim; and there was no water
for the people to drink. .And Moses said unto him, Why chide ye with
med  Wherefore do yo tempt the Lord? And the people thirsted there
for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore
is it that thou hast Lrought us up out of Egypt, to kiil us and our
childron and our cattle with thirst?

Aund Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, What shall I do unto this
people? they be almost ready to stone me. And the Lord said unto
BMoses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the clders of
Isracl; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the viver, take in thine
hand, and go.  Behold, T will stand before thee theve upon the vock in
Horeb; and thou shalt sinite the rock, and there shall come water out
of it, that the people may driuk.  And Moses did so in the sight of the
elders of Israel.  And he called the nawe of the place Massah, and
Meribuh, because of the chidir ¢ of the children of Israel, and hecause
they tempted the Lovd, saying, 1s the Lord among us, or not?"—Exodus
XV 18,

‘Che children of Israel were now in the wilderness on the way to
Cunuan.  They came to a place where they could find no water. As
wus their custom, they murmured against Moses. As was /Lds custom,
Moses cried unto God.  In answer to prayer, a rock was showed him,
which he was commanded to smite with his wonder working rod. He
didl 50, and abundant waters gushed out for the refreshment of the many
thousands of lIsracl. 1n that miraculous interposition of the God of
Isracl, to supply His thirsty people with water in the wilderness, there
is strikingly symbolized that wonderful provision of Heaven’s merey, by
which souls are saved from eternal death.  That the spirvitually minded
lsraclites viewed it in that light, and that when they partook of the
water flowing from the smitten rock, their souls drank by faith of the
water of u«,rlaatm'r life, lowing from the piereed side of Immanuel, is
ovident from the apmtohc testnnony “They drank of that quutual
rock that followed them: and that rock was Christ.”  Let us notice:—

. [L—Tue Rock.
“ Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the zock in Horeb.”

What a Jively symbol of Christ is a rock! How suggestive it is of

whut He is sn Minself! What durability and strength characterize
Him who is “the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” and who will
never fail those who build on Him us the rock of their salvation. How
suggestive, moreover, is & rock, of what the Redecmer is to His
people.  He is the foundation of all their hopes. “Behold, I lay in
Zion for a foun(latxou, o stone, o tried stone, o precious corner-stone,

sure foundation.” Those who huild their lxopo of cternal life on mxy
other foundation, arc ow the sand.  They who build ou Christ, the per-
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son, sacrifice, advocacy, and promises of Christ, are on the Rock, and
the gates of hell—the powers of darkness, cannot prevail against them.
In Christ, the people of God also find safety. “The name of the Lord
is o strong tower, the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” It is the
safety of the christian, that he is “in the clefts of therock.” There heis
gecure in every time of temptation and trial. What David said to
Abiathar, the Pedeemer says to each of his followers: “With me, thou
shalt be in safeguard.” In Christ, the believer finds, moreover, &
refreshing shade. What the shade of an overhanging cliff' is to the
traveller in the arid wastes of Eastern regions, with the rays of a ver-
tical sun darting down upon him with intolerable fierceness, the Re-
deemer is to His people. He is ¢“the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land.” Happy they who build upon that sure foundation, who repair
to that safe kiding place in times of danger, and sit “under His shadow
with great delight.”

II.—TErE SMITING OF THE ROCK.

“ZLhow shalt smite the rock.” We are thus reminded of the words of
God by Zechariah: “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, * * ¥
smite the shepherd.” We are reminded of the words of Isaiah: “He
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:
* % ¥ with His stripes we are healed”

1. The smiting of the rock was the act of Moses. To him, God said,
“thou shalt smite the rock.” Moses was the representative of the Law.
He received it from the Law-giver, and was, in an important sense, its
divinely appointed guardian and representative. We are thus reminded
that as it was Joges that smote the rock in Horeb, so it was the Divine
Law that inflicted on the Redeemer, all His sufferings, He was “made
under the law to redeem them that were under the law.” That law
declares that “the soul that sinneth it shall die.” The" Saviour, having
become a sinner by the voluntary assumption of His people’s guilt,
must therefore die. The unchanging law of the Eternal pronounces a
curse upon “every one that contitueth not in all things written in the
book of the law to do them.” The Redeemer, though without sin per-
sonally, yet having voluntarily assumed the guilt of transgressors, must
bear the curse. *“He hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, hav-
ing been made a curse for us” The unchangeableness of the Divine
law, and the absolute impossibility of any abrogation or relaxation of
any of its requirements, may be plainly seen in the sufferings of the
“Man of sorrows.” Surely, if that law could have been relaxed in its
requirements and p~ualties, it would have been in the case of “the Only
Begotten and well veloved Son of God,” who was personally holy, and
who only became a sinner by the imputation to Him of che guilt of
others. But could the law mitigate any of its requirements even in
His case? No. And if that holy, and unchanging law of the Eternal
could not abate one particle of its severity, even in favor of the Son of
God, when He took upon Him His people’s guilt; Ch, how can they
escape who are personally transgressors, and who turn away from that
Saviour by whose “stripes” alone any sinner can be *“healed.”
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2. The rock was to be smitten publicly. Considerable importance

seems to be attached to this in the narrative. “Go on before the peopls,”

was the command to Moses, “and take with thee of the elders of lsrael,”
* % % uwAnd Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.”
When the Passover lamb was to be sacrificed, direction was given that
it should be done publicly. There was thus symbolized the historic fact,
that the sacrifice of the Redeemer was « public act. “Herod and Pon-
tius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered
together” to put Him to death. It was not by chance that there were
dwelling at Jerusalem, at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion, “Jews,
devout men, out of every nation under heaven” also “Parthians, and
Medes, aud Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamis, and in Judea
and Cappadocia,” &e. It was of God who has the hearts of all men in
His hand; and no doubt one reason of the Divine arrangement was,
thut they inight be witnesses of those stripes by which we are healed.

The Redeamer chose to die publicly, and it was eminently fitting that
it should be so.  Man by sin had trampled under foot the law of God,
and it was fitting that 1t should be publicly vindicated and honoured.
By sin, he had denied the holiness and justice of God, and it was
requisite that the testimony which the Uross bore to these attributes,
should be u public testimony. A ful, free, and everlasting salvation to
ccountiess mitlions of Adam’s lost race, was to flow from that sacrifice.
The water of life streaming from that smitten rock, was to tlow not
only to the uttermost ends of the eavth, but downwards to the last
generntion of men.  The Jew and Gentile, Seythinn, Barbarian, bond
and free, were to be called by the Gospel to come and “take of the
water of life freely.” It was therefore requisite, that an event fraught
with such momentous conscquences to a great multitude that no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
should e attested by such a multitude of witndsses, as to banish from
the minds of men in every age all doubt of its reality.

3. 'The rock was to be smitten only vuce. A second time, in Isravl’s
Journey ings through the desert, water had to be brought to them out of
the rock. At Kadesh, where Miriam died and was buried, their supply
of wuter was again exhausted.  “And the Lord said unto Moses: Take
the rod, and gather thou the assewmbly together, thou, and Asron thy
brother, and spenk ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give
forth his water, and thou shalt bLring forth to them water out of the
rock: »o thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink.”—
Num. XX.: 8. Let it be noticed that on this oceasion, the rock was
not to Lie smitten: it was only to be spoken to. When one is in bond-
age to ungry feelings, he is not in a favourable condition for rendering
obedience to the Divine command. Moses, the servant of the Lord,
was at the time angry, and therefore instead of only speaking to the
rock, in calin composure and faith, he “lifted up his hand, and with his
rod he smote the rock twice.”  For that sin of disobudience to an explicit
commaud, he was doomed to leave his bones in Nebo, and was not per-
mitted to enter the promised land.

Thus the great Gospel truth was symbolized, that the sacritice of
Christ is not to be repeated. The “Rock of ages” has been smitten
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once, and “by that one sacrifice of Himself, He hath for ever perfected
them that are sanctified.” All that is now requisite to salvation, is to
look to Him in faith, and speak to Him in prayer. Christianity does
not know any class of men called Priests in any other sense than that
in which all christians are, who present their bodies a living sacrifice.
It does not know any distinet class of christians called priests, because
it has no work for them to do—no atoning sacrifice to offer. True
christianity does not know any such thing as an Altar in its churches,
because there is no sacrifice to be offered upon it. It knows no sacrifice
for sin, but that of Him who offered Himself “without spot to Ged,
once for «ll,” and who on Calvary, exclaimed: “It is finished.”

III.—Tue STREAMS FLOWING FRUM THE SMITTEN ROCH.

“Thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come wuter out of it.”
Every where in Holy Scripture, water is used as & most expressive em-
blem of the biessings of salvation. “There is a river the streams
whercof meke glad the city of God.” ‘Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters.” The last call upon a slumbering world, before
the ylobe is wrapped in flame, is a call to come, and “take of the water
of life frecly.” And is there any emblem that could more forcibly
remind us of the necessity of salvation} Water is.one of the great
necessities of our physical life. Nothing can be & substitute for it. It
is said that one could live longer without food than without water.
Salvation is the great necessity of owr Morel nature. Nothing in the
universe can be a substitute for it. The Saviour’s testimony on that
point is very explicit: ““What would it profit & man tho’ he should gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul?” Moses realized the truth of
that, when he “esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt.” Paul could say: “But what things were gain to
me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord.”

1. The water flowing from the smitten rock was abundant. The
abundance of those waters thus miraculously supplied, was celebrated
in the songs of the church in after years. “He brought streams also
out of the rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers.” ¢Behold,
he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams over-
flowed.” And in Jesus is there not an abundance of grace to supply
the wants of all those who call upon His name? Until the rock in
Horeb was smitten, it yielded no water; but being smitten, it yielded
abundant supplies; so Christ being made perfect through suffering, “be-
came the author of eternal salvation to all that obey Him.” From
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified there flows forth “abundance of grace”
—pardon for the guilty, purity for the depraved, consolation for the
sorrowful, grace to help in cvery time of need. It pleased the Father
that in Him should all fullness dwell.” So that in Christ there is not
merely a fullness, but an all fullness of new covenant blessings. And
this all fullness dwells in Christ. It is not like a stream that is some-
times full and sometimes empty, but like a noble river, always full and
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flowing. Tt is an inexhaustible fullness. 'The saints of Gad have been
receiving out-of it in all past time, and yet it is all fullness still, and
the last sinner saved by grace will come to & fountain of living water as
full and unfailing, as that to which sinners are now invited, that their
souls may live.

2. All were welcome to pariake of these waters flowing from the smitten
rock. As there was o supply for all, so there was a welcome for all.
No thirsty Israclite was excluded. In like manner, all that feel their
need are welcome to Christ. None are excluded from a participation in
the blessings of the great salvation, but those who exclude themselves
by their impenitence and unbelief. The invitations of the Gospel are
most precious and encouraging: “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come
ye to the waters.” “Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of
the eurth.” “Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

3. The water from the smitten reck continued to flow as long as it
was needed.  There was not only a present supply, but provision made
for future nceessities.  Refreshing streams followed them through all
their windings and turnings, in that dry and parched land, until they
came to the Jund of rest, “of fountains and depths that spring out of
valleys and hills.”  And those who come to Christ may rejoice in the
assurance that He will never forsake them. That “spiritual rock™ will
follow them in streams of heavenly grace and consolation, all their
Journey through the wilderness, and the people of God may sing in tri-
umph “those strains that once did sweet in Zion glide.”—

“Goodness and merey all my life,
Shall surely follow me:

Aud in God's house for evennore,
My dwelling-place shall be.”

THE SHEPHERD'S CROOK.

In the recently published “Life of Dr. Dutl,” the famous missionary,
is the following incident:—

In 1849 Dr. Duft’ was travelling near Simla, under the shadow of
the great MHimaluya mountains. One day his way led to a narrow
bridle-path cut vuton the face of & steep ridge. Along this narrow path,
that ran so near a great precipice, he saw a shepherd leading on his
flock, the shephord going first, and the flock following him. But now
- and then the shepherd stopped and looked back. 1f he saw a sheep
creeping up too fur on the one hand, or going too neur the edge of the
dangerous precipice on the other, he would at once turn back and go to
i, gently pulling it back. He had a long rod, as tall as himself, around
the lower half of which was twisted a dand of zron.

There wus o crook at one end of the rod, and it was with this the
sheplierd took hold of one of the hind legs of the wandering sheep to
pull it back. The thick band of iron at the other end of the rod was
really a staff, and was ready for use whenever he saw a hyena, or wolf,
or some other troublesome animal, come near the sheep; for, especially
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at night, these creatures prowled about the flock. With the iron part
of the rod he could give a good blow when any attack was threatened.

In Psalm 23: 4, we bave mention made of “thy rod and thy staff.”
There is meaning in both, and distinct meaning. God’s rod draws us
back kindly and lovingly if we go aside from His path; God'’s staff pro-
tects us against the onset, open or secret, whether it be men or devils
that are the enemies watching an opportunity for attack. In this we
find unspeakable comfort. The young, inexperienced believer may
reckon on having the crook of that blessed rod put forth to draw him
back from danger and wandering; and also may expect that the staff of
it shall not fail to come down upon those that “seek his soul to destroy
ih"’

CORRESPONDENCE.

The fullowing communications were received some time ago, but were
crowded out of our columns, It will be seen that they were written in
reference to certuin answers to questions in the “Inquiry Column” of the
Advocate for June, As the subjects are well worthy of the consideration
of our readers, we willingly publish the letters,—EDITOR.

o the Elitor of the Alonthly Advocate,

Dear Sir,—The selections under the heading ¢‘Ornamental Crosses,” in the June
No. of the ApvocatE appear to me to teach a Theology of a very doubtful nature.
The appavent tendency of those extracts, with the exception of that from Ryle, is
to show that the cross being the form of the instrument on which Christ sulfered
is thereby rendered sacred. It may be that the authors would disclaim any such
interpretation, but I fail to see that any other meaning can be found in their
statements. The author of the }l)oetical selection, Dr. Bonar, I believe, speaks of
the Cross as “‘Lowly,"—*Awful,”—"Solemn.” Such terms are, uo doubt, peculi-
arly applicable to the death of Christ upon the Cross. but to al‘)%)ly them, as he
does, to the Cross itself, is wholly unwarranted, and seems to tread very closely in
the steps of Romish adoration. = In like manner, Spurgeon, reproving the use of
the Cross as an ornament, asks—*“Will you make an adornment of that which was
your Master’s death?” To refuse to use the Cross because it was the ‘“Master's
death,” the ¢*instrument of his torture,” is anact of reverence for the form, differ-
ing in degree but not in spirit, from the worship of the Popish devotee. The com-
gurison used by Mr, Spurgeon in the same extract, is utterly irrelevant,—the Cross

id not cause the death of Christ,—mark His own words—*I lay down my life
that I might takeitagain, No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself:
I have power to lay it down, and I bave power to take it again."” It was in the
exercise of this power and not as a victim to the cruelties of Roman soldiers and
Jewish people that the Saviour died.

It is good, Paul tells us, to avoid the use of anything whereby a ¢*brother stum-
bleth, or is offended, or is made weak.” This is virtually the reason assigned in
the “‘Inquiry Column” of the Avvocate for not using the Cross, and if these results
follow from its use, as they doubtless may, then ‘it is good” to abstain therefrom,
but besides this, and the fact that it has the ‘“‘appearance of evil,” I do not think
any scriptural reason can be assigned. These, however, are quite sufficient.

CoxrxwarLis, N. S, June 12, 1880,

To the Editor of the Monthly Advocate, .

S1r,—The following account of a *‘Christening” appeared in a western paper some
time ago, on which, with your permission, I will make a few remarks :—

Thene was a christening in Baltimore on Now Year's day, which was not a christening. A minister
went, by request, to the house of an acquaintance to baptize a child in the presenco of o few invited
friends.  Tho ceremon 'Y\mccedcd smoatbly until the parents wots asked the name of the child ;
when it was discoverod that the house was divided against itself, the mother giving one name, and
tho father another ; neither would yield, and the clergyman oxtricated himself from an embaressing
situation by pustponiug the ceremony.” .
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Three points in this article claim special attention. 1st. Christen or Christening,
20d, Naminyg the child. 3vd. The private administration of the Ordinance.

1st. By the term *‘Christen,” those who uso it, mean baptize. Baptize is the
scriptural name, but has been corrupted by the Church of Rome to christen. That
corrupt Church looks on all outside her own pale as infidel, and indeed as scarcely
human, and unless christened, or made Christians by o Romish priest, perdition
will be their inovitablo portion, It were well if the use of that Popish name were
cantined to that Church, but it is to be lameanted that it is commonly used in almost
all the Protestant Churches.  Much might be gaid on this point, but space forbids.

2ud. Naming the Child. An ignorsnt and absurd notion is entertained by a
large and otherwise intelligent part of the Christian Church, that naming the child
by the minister is a part of the ordinance. Now, pronouncing the name is intended
for no other purpose but for the information of the nssembled people. Most minis-
ters are in the habit of suying: **A. or B. I Laptize thee,” etc., mentioning the
name solely for the information of those present. But too many actually think
that the smister, in buptism, gives the child the name, that he baptizes it A, or B.
and that the right to uss that 1sme Hows from the application of the water. Hence
thy yuestion s often usked: **When will you name b‘ne child? The infunt is often
called fittle nameless, until it is haptized, making the name a part of the ordinance.
It would Le well if ministers would more diligently instruct their people in this
im;:ormut mntter,

3. The last and most important point is that of the private administration of the
ordinunce.  How often is 1t administered in the f:uni{y aud in a private reom, in-
stesat of in the face of the congregation, showing that there is a deplorable degree
of 1gnurance both on the purt of the pastor and the people,  They can have no
clenr views of the design and significance of that holy ordinance. Baptism is
ouly for christians and their ofpring.  And inssmuch as the profession is always
public on the part of the paront, so it should Le on behalf of the ehild whom
that parent represents. ‘The private administration of the ordinance of baptism
is whally unscriptural and is followed by injurious consequences to all con-
cerned.  **The uature and design of the institution,” says a distingnished living
author, “require that it should not be dispensed in private, but in the house of God,
and in the public assemblies of the Church. It is the badge of a public profession
of the redigion of Christ; it is an open joining of the subject o% baptism to the
Londs people, and a recognition, on the part of the Church, of one who has been
added to 1ts fellowship and admitted to its privileges.” ¢ ¢ % “While it is
adintted that, in some special cases, such as in times of persseution, and when the
health of parent or child would be serivusly endungered by attending upon the
ordinanes m the pluce of public worship, buptisn may be cisewhere adiinistered,
it shuuld, in every instance, be dispensed in connexion with teaching from the
Word, aud in presence of members of the Church, who are notified and encouraged
to attetud upon the vecusion of the adininistration.”

. The prvate administration of the ordinance of baptism is a deviation from ““the
footuteps of the flock” in the purest times, and has been comlemned by the most
distingumhed witnesses for truth,  Calvin declares, that *‘this sacrament which
introduces us into the Chureh, and is a sign of our sdoption, cannot validly be dis-
pensed except intho public assenbly of believers.  Private bu])t"sm neither agrees
with the erdinanco of God, nor the practice of the apostles.” In the Directory
Jor Worship, the Westminstor divings say: *“Baptien: 18 not to be administered in
private places, or privately, but in the place of public worship, and in the face of
the congregation, where the people mnay, most conveniently, see and hear.” The
Chusch of Scotlund, in its best days, ever discouraged private baptism. Bishop
Burnet says, thnt the Church of England at the Reformation, judged it expedient
to “have all lm;atiums done in the Church, and permitted the other only in cases
of necessity.”  Uhe Reformed Church of France declares that *“uo baptism shall be
admimsteral but in Church assembhies.” The Church of Geneva enucted: “No
baptistn shull be eclebrated but in the ecclesinstical blies, immediately after
seripon.”

It would be well if christian pastors and people would study this subject more
attentively.

E.
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THE HOME CIRCLE.
CHRIST IN THE HOME.

“And the ark of God remained with the family of Obed-edom. And
the Lord blessed the house of Obed-edom, snd o'l that he had.”—7
Clrow. XIII.: 14. :

It is seid that one night when some English soldiers were shivering
in the cold of the Crimea, some band began to play the familiar tune of
*“Home, Sweet Home,” and that they all burst into sabbing, because the
air went straight home to the heart. Yes! “there is no place like
home.” No place like it this side the grave, for there is the place where
his heaven or his hell begins for each.  There, after all, is the sanctuary
of life; there the man is most real; there the character is formed.
There is the centre of the true life now, and thence one day he must
set out on the last long journey to the far away land.

In speaking of home we propose to say a few words, first, about some
things you cannot keep out of the home, then about one thing you can
Lring into it, and the marvellous change which occurs when it is wel-
conied there.

There are some things, then, which you cannot keep out of your
home. For instance, you cannot make s home that will be proof against
sin. You may make the walls, and the furniture, and all the arrange-
ments perfect enough to please the most fastidious taste, but you cannot
meke the inmmates perfect. You cannot even make yourself perfect.
* % * There are faults of temper and character in every man and
woman that breathes. Neither can you make a home proof against
trouble. Red eyes and sore hearts are not peculiar to homes of any one
class. You will find them in the palace of cedar, as well as in the
cottages of the poor. In onea son has turned out badly, and in another
there is a daughter that causeth shame. Family troubles are the com-
monest kind of troubles, and no troubles wring the heart like them.
God only knows how bitter they are, angvthe worst of them is that they
are so often self bred. They come of neglect and carelessness, and in-
attention to duty—of evil influence and bad example. * ¥ ¥ Ttis
impossible, also, to make a home proof against sickness. Its shelter
may be as perfect 23 can le against rein and cold and heat. Every
thing likely to preserve health may be there. But ‘a spite of all you
can do, illness will come in: there are always sick hcmes, and every
home in its turn is gure to be & sick one. And then, last of all, .nd
worst of all, you cannot prevent deat/ from coming in, and taking away
your treasures. The dread foe is always abroad, dropping in unexpect-
dly on one home after another. Now death comes and snatches away
the very piiler of the home—the father or brother on whom the keeping
together of the home depends. Or it comes and carries off the mother
under whose “wings the little ones were wont to nestle up lovingly-—the
softest and warmest covering in all the world. * * *

So much, then, for the things you cannot keep out of the home; and
now a word respecting the one thing which you can bring in. You
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probably know what the Ark of God was, and the place it held undeé’ .
the Old Testament dispensation. It was called also “the Ark of t,.hG
Covenant,” and was a small chest, made under God’s direction, contal®
ing the two tables of stone, some manna, and other sacred things, BY
the chief thing about it was that the blood of atonement was sprinkled
yearly on its lid, called the mercy-seat, and that over that lid the litﬂe'
cloud, which was the visible token of God’s presence, used to apped™
It was a beautiful type of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the good thing®"
that are offered to sinners, and come to sinners, through what He g
done. 'What he has done to make reconciliation for sinners through B
own blood; and the result of that reconciliation, when it is believed ¥
and accepted, is the presence of God, and of 'every good thing which the.
presence of God brings with it. By a remarkable train of circumstance®
Obed-edom had the opportunity of bringing the Ark of God into b*
house. Other people were afraid of it, because a man had been struc®
dead who handled it improperly. But Obed-edom saw very clearly tb?
what people should be afraid of was not the Ark of God, or His préf "
ence, but the profane and improper tampering with it. So he open
the door of his house to receive it, and what followed was a very ri
reward for that act of child-like faith.

Now all this is like a parable to us. We can bless God that not ol
may we bring Christ into our homes, but that He stands knocking 8°.
the door, entreating us to let Him in. Whatever the home may be
to outward things, it is nothing without Christ. He is the “chief corn®
stone” on which God builds whatever is good and lasting, and no V
can build a home, or anything else that is good and lasting, witho%"
making Him the corner-stoge. Jesus comes into the home by com ,
into the hearts of those who'live in it. Religion is the only satisfacwty‘
basis of family life. Human affection may alter or grow cold, hums? N
authority may be weak, or unwisely exercised; but when you bring 4
Christ, and put Him on the Throne, and distinctly recognize Him as b |
centre and lawgiver of family life, you have done the one thing n o
for the making of a real home, a home that will never bring you Sh”‘l:uI
or pain, a home that will live for ever in the grateful recollection of
who have been privileged to dwell in it. aﬁdi

Now I do not blame any one for wanting to ‘make a home nice oﬂi
comfortable, a place it is a pleasure to go into. And it may be that Y0 '
have been lately thinking of some things that you want in your ho"se;
to make it more what you would like to see it. ~ Perhaps you have b¢®
thinking of a new carpet, or of some more pictures, or of someth®§.
fresh to replace the furniture which has become shabby with the weaf &~
years. Orit may be that you are fond of flowers, and have been thl”:’_
ing where you can get some nice plants to make the conservatory gay %'
to give an air of cheerfulness to the room. But oh, friends, the gr:u,“
want of your house is none of these things. You may get them b‘;
bring them all in—without bringing a blessing. What you want, ¥0*
we all want at home, is Jegus, and more of Jesus, * * * uﬁ.:g

You know about the man who had a house full of many things— l;,o
without the one thing. What did he do but climb up into a tree 10 B
Jesus as he passed? And what did Jesus do but look straight into ©



i Q&m&itlﬁ&- .

The Montlly Advocate. 9

face, and say: “Come down, for to-day I must abide at thy bouse” So
down he came at once, and went off and threw open the door and brought
Jesus into his home; and that dey did salvation come to that house.
Salvation in your house ; think of it! The Ark of God had to go from
Obed-edom’s house in a few months; but this never goes out of the house
when once it has come in.  Oh, then, see that Christ is in it! “Ark of
God,” come in! My dwelling is humble in Israel ; but thou regardest
not the outside. Come in, O Saviour, and abide with us.—Selected.

“TO THE THIRD AND FOURTH GENERATION.”

Four generations before this present time, a christian husband and
wife agreed to spend one hour of the first Sabbath of every month in
special prayer for the conversion of their children, and also to plead for
spiritual blessings upon their descendants to the remotest generation.
These parents began to do this with the understanding that each child,
when converted, and his or her companion, if married, should also sign
and observethe same covenant. It is a good thing if you make a cove-
nant to have it in writing. Eleven children came into this christian
home, under the sheltering wings of prayer, two of whom died in early
childhood, and nine—seven sons and two daughters—lived to a mature
age. Eight ot these nine children, with their husbands and wives (for
they were all married,) ultimately united in the same covenant with their
parents, The ninth died in early manhood, but not until he had given
evidence that he too had become a child of God.

Six of the sons, having been hopefully converted, became honoured
ofticers in the Church of Christ, and married eminently christian wives.
The daughters were also converted in early womanhood, married christian
husbands and trained their children in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord. The whole family, sons and daughters, with their hustands
and wives, were gathered, by the blessing of a coverant-keeping God,
into one common fold. Thus God’s mercies covered two genarations.

But these covenant blessings did not cease with the second generation.
Forty-two grandchildren lived to years of discretion in the line of these
blessed generations. Of these all but one, or possibly two, have been
converted, and most of them have reared christian families. Five of
these grandchildren of the original covenant-makers, and one great-grand-
child, became ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Three of the
grandchildren and one great-grandchild have been sent out to foreign
lands a3 missionaries to the heathen. The great-grandchildren of this
covenanted family ave very numerous, and a large number of them are
still young in yeers. They are so widely scattered that they cannot now
be readily traced. The older portion of them hold very respectable, and
some of them quite conspicuous and useful positions in society. How
many of this fourth generation are now christians cannot be ascertained
ab this time. But it is not known that a single adult descendant of the
original covenanted parents has died without giving comforting evidence
of true piety.

’
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OUR FATHER'S CARE.

*Your heavonly Father knoweth that yo have need of 2l theso things.”

The golden lights of the summer
ie on the laughing land ;
The voice of song 18 borne along
By the breezes on every hand.
The tlowers spread out their beauty
Above the vivid green; !
And the water's rush, and the forest's hush,
Make tender the glowing scene.
But the cooling kiss o? the summer air,
Aud the {joy and beauty everywhere,
Are proofs of Alnighty, loving care.
For our heavenly Father knoweth
Woe have need of all these things.

There are sounds of & gathering tempest,
And the clouds are as black as night ;
O'er the earth is spread a shade of dread,
And all things sigh for light ;
The leaves of the green woods quiver,
And o silence falls around,
Till over the hills with a haste that thrills,
The thunder pesls resound,
And mlﬁry falls the pelting rain,
And svllenly roars t{:)e mighty main, 2
And the heart grows sad with a fear of pain.
But our heavenly Father knoweth p
‘We have need of all these things.

-

The daylight calls to labor,
And the work we have to Go
Claims all our powers for the flying hours,
And we must each task pursue,
Althoug we are often weary,
And the aching hands hang down,
There is much to be done ers the rest be won,
And’'we wear the victor’s crown.
But the toil that comes to us by day,
And even the troubles that throng our way,
More proofs of the love of God display.
For our heauenly Father knoweth
‘We have need of all these things.

Yes, need of the light and shadow,
Need of the loss and gain,
Need of tho rest and the labor,
Need of the ease and pain;
For some great useful lesson
TIs taught by all that falls
Oa our spirits here, till the rest be ncar.
And the voice of the angel calls.
Praige unto God! Hig love shall guide
To the sheltercd place by the Saviour’s side,
all is good whate'cr betide:
For our heavenly Father knoweth
Wo havo need of all thess things.
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THE CHILDRENS PORTION.

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS FOR THE CHILDREN.
BY ALPHEUS.

No. TI1.

Ugh! what an ugly spider! but what a beautiful web it has with true
skill suspended to this branch by a cable here and a rope there. See
what n cosey little house it has built in the centre, where it may be
gently rocked by the wind, and quietly rest in the centre of its domain,
procuring food for its little ones by the tine-spun snare which it hashung,

with apparent caleulation, in the right spot and at the right angle.

What lessons, I wonder, can Alpheus and the children learn from the
spider?

Well, I notice it starts out in life with a high ambition. This spider
has hung its airy web from the limb of & tree, but often it will choose
the best parlor in the house, and even the “king’s palace” is not beyond
its reach, If a young person is grounded on right primciples, there
need be no limit to his aspirations. “First be sure you are right, then
go shead.” Many a bright life has been blighted by neglecting present
opportunities. Our life is so interwoven with circumstances that no one
can caleulate how much we may lose by neglecting the golden opportu-
nities that come to every one.  “There is a tide in the affairs of men that,
taken at the food, leads on to fortune.”

1 notice again the patient industry displayed in repairing the breach
that T may make in its handiwork. Again and again I may brush part
of its web away, but instantly it sets to work to mend the rent. Many
a time, when reverses occur to young people starting out in life, dis-
couragement causes them to break down. The spider teaches us never
to give way under trials, but rather surmount and overcome them.
“There is no use crying over spilt milk,” is & trite saying. The time
and energy spent in vopining are much better spent in repairing. The
kite rises highest when held by & string.

P'rials are intended for our advancement, Theyare blessed who en-
dure temptation, They finglly obtain eternal life.

But what an ingenious fellow this is! We will make this one & cap*
tive for o little, and watch his movements. Here is a tub of water with
an upright pole in it. 'We will place him ox the pole. See how nimbly
he runs to the bottom, Does he intend to swim ashore? Mz, Spider is
not ereated with web feet, and well he knows it is no usse trying that.
Now he is perched on the top, and a slender thread is slowly drifting in
the wind. Patiently he waits and spins til} the thread is fastened to the
shore and on it he at once descends to liberty. And I thought surely
onr minds and intellect were given us for some purpose, Yet how many
mope and repine, and hide their talents away in a napkin, instead of
dilig-ntly using them. Wo cannot expéet Providence to interfere in our
behalf till we have gone to the limits of our own abilities, and, by freely
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using those we have, we expand them. Providence always helps them
that help themselves. Surely, Mr. Spider, you deserve your freedom for
teaching me this lesson.

But possibly there may be negative lessons that the spider may teach
me. Its life-work is trapping and snaring others. Is this the reason
why it manifests ambition, ingenuity, and industry?” How many boys
and girls will toil and weary themselves at play or mischief, and then
think it cruel bondage to perform some slight duty in the home. The
spider reminds me oftentimes of the great enemy in all conceivable ways
spreading nets for the unwary—luring them to destruction. His snares
are specially set for the young. The lad is enticed, by a companion per-
haps, to smoke a cigar, or take the first glass, or go to wicked amuse-
ments, and the beginning of sin is like the letting out of water. Never
forget the warning of the wise man: “My son, if sinners entice thee
consent thou not.”  Every young person should study carefully the book
of Proverbs, where are the choicest maxims for every day life,

But after all, how shallow is its confidence,—how frail the thread on
which it puts its whole trust. The falling of a leaf,—a breath of wind,
—a passing shower,—a brush of the hand, and it is gone. Three thou-
sand years ago Job spoke of the paths of those that forgat God and the
hypocrite’s trust being just a spider’s web; and a later prophet makes
the statement, that those whose lips speak lies, whose fingers work
iniquity, whose tongues are perverse, who do not like justice, who trust
in vanity, who speak lies, who conceive mischief, who bring forth evil,
are just weaving a spider’s web. Now surely that is a sweeping state
ment, their trust so frail that a breath may carry it away.

Now let us see what lessons we have learned, and we will go over
them backwards :—

1. If you are wicked and serving Satan, you have no surer foundation
than the spider’s web,

2. It seems more congenial to our nature to practise evil rather than
good.  Carefully examine what spirit you are of, and seek to delight it
duty rather than sin.

3. Having laid a right foundation, use every gift for God’s glory.

4. Instead of repining under adversity, set instantly to work to repai®
the breach.

5. Never neglect present opportunities,

GOD’S WORD HID IN THE HEART.

Children, there was once a little boy who went to Sabbath Sch("’1
regularly, and learned all his lessons well, so that he had a great many
Bible verses in his mind. He was a temperance boy. This boy was 0"
a steamboat making a journey. One day as he sat alone on deck looking
down into the water, two ungodly gentlemen agreed that one of the!®
should go and try to persuade him to drink. So the wicked man dre¥
near to the boy, and in a very pleasant voice and manner invited him
go and drink a glass of liquor with him. “T thank you, sir,” said he
“but I never drink liquor,”
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“Never mind, my lad, it will not hurt you; come and drink with me.”

“Wine is o mocker—strong drink is raging. Whosoever is deceived
thereby is not wise,” was the boy's rerdy answer.

“You need not be deceived by it. I would not have you drink too
much. A little will do you no harm, and will make you feel pleasantly.”

At the last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder,” said
the boy. I feel safer, and I think it wiser not to play with adders.”

“My fine little fellow,” said the crafty man, putting on his most flat-
tering air, “I like you; you are no child; you are fit to be a companion
of gentlemen., It will give me great pleasure if ycu will come and drink
a glass of the best wine with me.”

The Jad looked him steadily in the eyes and said, “My Bible says, ‘If
sinners entice thee, consent thou not.’” That was a stunning blow to
the tempter; and he gave up his wicked attempt, and went back to his
companion.

“How did you succeed?” said he.  “Oh, the fact is,” he replied, “that
little fetlow is so full of the Bible you can’t do anything with him.”

Children, that is just what we are trying to do. "We wish to get every
boy’s mind, and every gitl's mind, so full of the Bidle, that wicked
tempters cannot do anything with them.

Now, children, there is one Bible verse which shows that this is just
the right use to make of the Bible, I wish you all now to learn it, and
recite it with me. I will say it alone twice, and then you will say it
with me.

“Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee.”

Children, hide just as much of God's precious word in your hearts as
ever you car.—Dr. Neleoie at'the St. Lowis S. S, Tustitute.

A Sza or Love.—How little of the sea can u child carry in his hand?

As little do I take away of my grest sea——the boundless love of Christ.
Sumuel Butherford.

SOLUTIONS OF BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR AUGUST.

IX. The initials form the name Porrer, given to God. .
1. P-eniel, Gen, XXXII. 30.
2, O-wri. 1. Kings XVI. 22.
3. T-almai. 1. Sam. III, 3.
4, T.atned, Kzra V. 3.
5. E-benezer. L Sam. IV, 1,
6. R-emphan. Acts VII, 43,

Another answer to this question has been furnished by Minnie McLaughlin, of
Cornwallis, N, 8., and J. S. M. Their solution is as folows ;—

1. M-amre. Gen. XVIIL 1,
Mahanaim. Gen. XXXI. 2, -

2, A-hab. . 1, Kings XVI. 29,
Ahaziah. 1. Kings XXII. 51.

3. S-omnacherib, II, Kings XVIII 13,

4, T-atnai. Ezra V.3, |

5. X-benezer. 1. Sam. IV. 1.

6. Reimmon. 1. Kings V, 18,

4
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. Two other young ladica also send the name MasteRr as the answer, but the
names they give opposite 3 and 4 are noi exactly corrcct. Sanballat was nota
heathen king, nor was Tobiah a governor,

Aunothor corroct answer is given by James R, Toland, as follows:—
Keeren; see Psaln CXXI, 5th verse.

K-eilah, I, Sam. XX11L 10, 11.
E-lah, I Kings XVL 8. -
E-sarhaddon. II. Kings XIX. 37.
P.ontius Pilate. Matthew XXVIL 2,
E-ban-ezer, I, Sam. IV. 1, 2
R-emphan, Acts VII. 43.

X. Moses and S8amuel ; Proof, Jur, XV, 1.

One gives the answoer thus: *‘Moses; sce Ex, XXXI1I, 9, 23, and Deut. XXXIV,
10."  Thres others answer, ‘Elijah; James V. 17"; two others answer, “Jacob
Gonesis XXXIIL, 28" and one ““Abraham.”

X1. Judges IX, 48, 40, Abimelech and his men about to set tive to the town of
Sheehem.

Correet answers to this question received from Minnie MeLaughlin, Katic H.
Newcoml, Mary Magee, H. Lawson, M. Lawson, J. 8. M., Annie L. McCullagh,
aud James K, Toland,

BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER.

N1l 1Is there a verse in the Bible in which the letter T is to be found 53 times,
and, if so, where?—E, . B.

XI1IL A SCRIPTURE ENIGMA.

The Bible tolly a story, strmxf;u yet true,
Whers tiod His footsteps hides from you;
In far off Eastern land, a creature dwelt,
Who homage gave to God; but never knelt.
It lived and moved where sinners throng,
Bat lived apart from ein and wrong;
And yet o living soul in it abode,
Which guilty gave account to God,
XIV. A woud enly once mentioned in the Bible and mado up of these letters —
AAAADHHNPRST.
The word is the name of the son of a wicked man,  Whero is it to be found?
: Jo ROT.
XV. The initinl lettors of the following form the name of @ femalo deliverer
mentioned in vno of the mmor Prophets and other parts of the Bible.
1. Trees mentioned only twice in the Bible,
2, One of David’s sons.
3. A celebrated city.
4. A symbolical name given to the Messiah.
5. A hard stone mentioned by a Prophet,
6. A plant with very small seed.
Axyie LawsoN McCuLLagy, St. Andrews.

INQUIRY COLUMN.

1. Who was first put to death in England for being a Protestant? In what year
and in whoss reign ¥

2. Who was the first inartyr during the first reformation in Scotland, and in what
year was he exeeuted ? .

E&F Communications for the Children's Portion to be addressed: Ed.
Junior, P. O. Box 32§, §t. John, N. B.

. . .
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NOTICES OF PUBLIC EVENTS.

It appears that tho case of Professor Smith, which has 2o long agituted
the Free Church of Scotland, is not yet scttled. At the meeting of the
General Assembly in May, he was restored to his Professorial Chair,
with a solemn admonition tendered by the Moderator. Although many
persons in und outside the Free Church felt that the interests of precious
truth weve not sufliciently conserved by the Assembly’s decision, yet all
were disposed to hwpe for the best, more especially as the learned Pro-
fessor had accepted the admonition in a spirit that gave promise of greater
loyalty in future to the recognized Standards of the Church. It will

astonish many of our readers, therefore, to hear, that at that very time, .

an article from his pen was o the eve of publication, in which his old
offence is repeated in a more aggravated form. One of the xmost promi-
nent leaders in the Free Churel has stated, in regard ¢ 1 that article, thut
its “appearance, after all that is come and gone, at ~ _fter the terain -
tion of the previous case, is an event that is deplorable.” A new p°-
cess for heresy is about to be instituted against the Proféssor, and it ’s
to Le hoped thut it will be conducted in a spirit of uncompromising
loyalty to the Word of God and the subordinate standards of the Presby-
terian Chureh.

Iu France, according to the recent decree of the Government, more
than forty Jesuitical establishments have been broken up, embracing
more than five hundred inmates. The justification of the measuve is
found in the fact that “the existence of the Jesuits as a distinet class is
inimical %o the civil and religious interests of the country. This is proved
by the nature and laws of the order, and by the facts of their history.
No country prospers where the Jesuits are supreme; and though the
act of expulsion may seem arbitrary, the French Government is to be
cow cended for its decision.,” It would be well, however, for France and
every other country to consider, as Zhe Christian Statesman observes,
that *‘no mere deeree of authority, backed up by force, can ever prove &
safeguard against moral dungers. A false religion can only be supplanted
by the true. The main relinnce of the Government in all such cases
ought to be on moral and religious torces. Ounly the Protestant religion
can rid France of her most dungerous foes.”

The cause of Temperance hag recently gained two signal triumphs in
the Dritish Parliament, in the passing of the Local Option Bill, and more
recently, the Bill to shut Public houses in England on the Sabbath, By
the former measure, somewhat gimilar to the Permigsive Bill of the
Dominion of Canada, it is left to the people of any particular district to
determine whether or not they need any places for the sale of intoxi-
cating liquors. The experience of Irelund, where public houses have
been closed on the Saubbath for some time, and where, as 2 consequence,
convictions for crime committed on that day have fallen off seventy per
cent., no doubt greatly facilitated the passage of the latter mensure. Tt
is to be hoped that the time is not far distant, when the legislators in all

s S 1



102 The Monthly Advocate.

countries will see, that a traffic that causes go much misery and crime, is
bad not only on the Sabbath but every day, and must be suppressed by
the strong arm of a righteous prohibitory legislation.

The British public have been again startled by sad news from Afghan-
istan. At the time when the British forces were about retiving from
that country, leaving the people to cnjoy the privileges and bear the
rosponsibilities of self-government, an attack was made upon them by
Ayoub Khan, an aspirant to the throne. It is estimated that about
3,000 soldiers have been cut to pieces. The emergency is evidently con-
sidered by the British authorities very grave when Gieneral Wolsely, the
Wellington of the day, has been so suddenly despatched to the seat of
war, to assume the supreme command of the troops. 1t is to Le hoped
that by his wisdom and valour, and through the favour of the Giovernor
amongst the nations, the insurrection will svon be suppressed, and peace
and order restored to that distracted land.

The pust season in Britain hag been remarkable for its commemorative
services.  Begides those held in honour of Raikes, the Gloucester printer,
the founder of Sabbath Schools, some very interesting and enthusiastic
* meetings wore held in different parts of Scotland to commemorate
the struggles and sufferings of the Scottish martyrs two hundred yews
ago. One of the largest and most animated was that leld in the Old
Grey-frinrs Clnuch yard, Edinburgh, in view of the monument crected
it memory of 18,000 persons who suffered martyrdom from 1660 till
1688, It is computed that about 10,000 persons were present.  Similar
services, on a smaller scale, were held in many other places ; sometimes
at the graves of the murtyrs.  Whilst it is pleasing to note the disposi-
tion thus mamitested to honour the memory of those “of whom the world
was not worth,” it would be more pleasing still 10 note a more general
appreciation of the principles for which “they loved not theiv lives unto
the death.”

Formerly, Dissonters in England were not allowed to bury their dead
in the Parish giuve yards, unless they consented to use the burial service
of the Established Church.  The “Burinl's Bill,” which has recently
passed the House of Lords, removes all such restrictions. and now non-
conformists can bury their dead either with or without any religious serv-
ices, in any Puvish burying ground within the kingdom.

A London puper states, snys the Yew York Observer, that the follow-
ing divections are given to those who attend the Ritualistic Church of
St. Michael: *During prayer all arve reyuested to kneei.  The kneclers
should be hung on the hooks provided for the purpose, by those who
have used them.”

A Boston paper suys that Miss Anna Oliver, who cannot get ordination
in the Methodist Chureh, was advised to be a preacher, by friends who
sid that “she had o remuckable talent for tulking.” The New York
Olserver states, thmt “if such a talent were the only prevequisite to the
minintry, it is quite probuble that millions of men as well as women
would press and be pressed into it, who ure not now called.”

gb
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LITERARY NOTICE.

The faithful Servant of God in Life and Death, A discourse preached
at Kellswater on Sabbath, June Gth, 1880, in reference to the death of
Reov. Jumes Dick, D. D., Professor of Theology. By Thomas Houston,
D. D., Knockbracken. Published by request.

"This is an eminently plain, practical, and impressive discourse. It is
founded on Deut. XXXIV. 5, 6. “So Moses the servant of the Lord
died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord.
And he buried him in & valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-
peor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.” The sub-
Jjects discussed ave: 1. Moses as the servaut of Jehovah, and his service
and character. 2. His death and burial. 3. The Voice and Lessons of
the removal of Faithful Servants. Prefixed to the discourse is an ex-
cellent photograph of the venerable deceased brother. It also contains
a Memorial Sketch which needs no other recommendation from us than
Just to say, that the writer is Professor Houston, and the subject is the
late lamented Professor Dick.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE TO YOUNG PEOPLE.

We are delighted to inform our young friends once more that orders
are steadily coming in for the Advocate through their efforts. Last
month we published the names of all young people who had their lists of
subscribers forwarded previous to July 20th, 2nd we hope to have another
Targe list to record at no distant day. We sincerely ask every little
reader of the Advocate, who has not already done so, to go to work at
once, and raise » club of subscribers in her or his locality. Those who
have already established clubs, could doubtless obtain some additional
subscribers, by a little extya cffort.  Our faith is strong in the ultimate
suceess of young people when they undertake any good work in real
cunest.  We have just provided a new supply of handsome things for
presents for little workers. It is not our desive to ask our friends to
work for nothing. “The labourer is worthy of his hire,” and besides,
children ought to be encouraged.

1t our young friends could only come and see our premiums, we feel
confident they would lose no time in securing them. We are pleased to
say, however, that we have recently had the pleasure of seeing a few of
our little workers, to whom we have awarded premiums, that we know
are appreciated.  We have also had letters from others regarding the
satistaction afforded by the reception of their premiums, Two young
Indies (sisters we believe) wri :—“The albums arrived here safely
Saturday night, and they suited icely, and we are very much obliged
for them. We must try and get a few more subseribeis.” Amnother
siys:—My Bible is handsome, I don't know how you ean give it for so
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few subscribers.” One lady states: “I have now sent in 21 names, and
will do my best to raise 30, as I want to get ‘Bryant's Library of Poetry
and Song,’ in handsome Morocco binding.” Another says: ““The Com
plete Home’ is the best book I ever saw. It is just lovely. I must Y
and get some more names.” The following has just been received fro®
Hamilton E. Giindon, Esq., Queensville: *“Many and best thanks fof
your beautiful Premium, ‘The Complete Home.” The name of ?he
author is a sufflcient gnarantec of its great worth. Its perusal is a rich
treat T assure you.”

These extracts we merely refer to so that our young friends may be en’
couraged to persevere in extending the Addvocate.

The. premiums we offer are all choice; (see Book Premium list 0B
second page cover) and will be forwarded immediately on receipt ©
orders. W¢ assure our young friends that we appreciate their labour$
and earnestly ask their continued assistance.

In working for Prizes it should be remembered that 50 cents must be
remitted to us for each subscriber to the Advocate for one year, beforé
we can send the Prize desired. We also wish it to be understood thab
we give those getting up clubs the privilege of obtaining subscriber®
anywhere. Instead of sending all to one address, as is generally requir
in forming clubs, we will mail direct to each subscriber, no matter ho¥
far apart they may reside. For instance, we will send one copy to Ne¥
York, another to Toronto, a third to London, a fourth to Halifax, et*
We have thus arranged, so that our friends who undertake to work o
Prizes may be encouraged; and also that those who desire to send the
Advocate to their friends at a distance, may do so without any extr®
charge.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S PRIZE LIST.

For 2 Subscribers we will send any of the following prizes desired:—
A handsome Antograph Album, Lady’s Penknife, Money Walleb
Nickel-plated Penholder, and Pencil Case combined, a handsom®
Pocket Bible or New Testament with Psalms.

For 3 Subscribers: An Autograph Album worth 75 cents.

For 4 Subscribers: An Autograph or Scrap Album worth $1.00.

For 6 Subscribers: An Autograph or Scrap Album worth $1.50.

For 8 Subscribers: An Autograph or Scrap Album worth $2.00.

For 10 Subscribers: A superior Reference Pocket Bible, with any nam®
desired stamped on cover in gold letters.

Although we offer the above prizes, we will substitute anything desired
of the same value, if at all available, that can be sent by cheap post d

Those having anything interesting for the “Children’s Portion” shoul
send it along. Our Editor Junior wishes to have an item from eve
little reader, with their name to publish. He is determined to m#
the Advocate interesting to children. (See his P, O. address on
100. See also how to send money, &c., on second page cover.)

We will send a number copies of the Abvocars free, for samples, ©
all little folks who intend getting up clubs for it, if they give us
address,
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