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CAST OF CHARACTERS. LY

(COUSIN CHARLOTTE'S VISIT.) .
X -

Miss ELeaNor Fairrax, (an elderly lady of means.)
Fanyix Falrrax,
JuNE FaIRFaAX, % (her neices.)
CHARLOTTE IRWiN,
Dosgsox, (her housekeeper.) -
Katig, (the housemaid.) ) L

© A trained Nufse, o '

) Scene.~An English Country Mansion. .
Costumes of the day. . I
|

~

- : TIME IN PRESENTATION, THIRTY-FIVE MINUTES.
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Cousin Charlotte’s Visit.

§ " Scene throughou& represents a pretty sitting-room in Miss

: -~"where have you been?

Fairfax’s villa. Doors at back are open, showing garden
or lawn.

ACT I.

KATIE (entering). Goodness! Three o'clock, and the par-
lor not done yet ! 'Where can those worthless girls be 7 Fanny !
June ! Off on another rampage, I'll be sworn! The idea of
depending on two scapegraces like those nieces !

. (Enter Dobson.)

Katie. Oh, there you are, Dobson! Look here! You
see this? Three o’clock, and this room hasn’t seen the sight -
of a dust rag yet. As for me, I'm that worn out, I can’t do’
another hand’s turn. (Sits and rocks.)

DossoN. Where are Fannie and June ?

Karie. Fanny and June! Did you ever yet see Fanny
and June where they ought to be ?

Dossoxn. Well, well the poor children, they’ro young.
They’ll get sense bye-and-bye You must remember what you
were youtself at thirteen years of age.

KATIE. Fanny is fifteen ! . -

Dosson. Well, even so. You must have patience with -
children. It may "take a long time to lead them into the,
right way, but you can never drive them there.

Kame. If they were mine, I'd make them mind, dnvo B
- orlead, if I had to whip them every day. ‘

DoBsoN. Ah, youth, youth! Years will teach you, my .

- dear, that you must be tolerant. Take an old woman’s advice., ° -
Kindness, gentleness, are the winning cards. Itislove, love, .. -
. Tove, that makes the world go round. g

KamE 2= Why, there come the gu;ls now. ' Pannie Faxriax,,‘ -




4 COUSIN CHARLOTTE'S ViSI?

(Enter Fanny and Jure ot bac -.)
Fawnie. Down to the river to get cat-tails.
. Kamie. Td like to cat-tail you.
JUNE. Just try it once ! :
Karie. - Why ha\ en’t you been at your work all the
afternoon ?
Faxvie. We can’t work all the time.
JUNE. Aunt Midge is an old slave-driver; just as soon
- a3 we finish one job she has another ready. - She’s too mean
anyhow.
Dosson (rqn oachfully). Now, now, you ought'nt to talk
that way about your aunt, that's taking care of you.
" Faxsie. Humph'! )
JUNE. I’'m sure I don’t want her to take care of me, I'd
just as soon go to the orphan asylum. There I'd have a holi-
day once in a while.
Fanxie.  And we could go to school and learn something.
Juxe. Oh, I'm not so anxious about that !
Karie. - Did you know your aunt was looking for you ?
-JuNe. Looking for us? What for?

Dopsoy. She wants to see you both, so go and wash _

your faces; I'll gather up these. Hurry now —(lookmg at
June’s shoes.) Why child, what a condition you-are in}
"Mud up to your knees! How in the world did you do that?

Faxvig. She fell in the water. Oh, Dobson, you should -

~have-seen us! T had to climb up in one of those big willows

and bend down the bough so she could catch it and pull her.

- feet out. They were stuck tight in the mud. Ha, ha, hal

JunNe. - Well, you needn’t laugh so hard! You wouldn’tA

.'thmk it so funnv if it was you.
“Dossox. Now, what shall T tell your Aunt? That
" means a pair of x,ew boots, of course,-— these are rmned
JUNE. T'd just as leave go barefoot.

Faxnie. She can hold them under the pump and ha.ng )

) em to dry. They’ll be as good as new.

“Karie. Well, what will you two be up to nexﬂ One~_

~would think you ha,d lived in the wilds of Awmerica.
’ Faxviz. Don’t I wish we did ! #
- Donsox. Come, come, children!
£ - K.@IIE. Here comes Miss Fanfax, frn'ls.
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(Enter Miss Fairfax, with a nurse.)

Miss FAmrFaAx. Are my nieces here? .
Fawnie and JuNe. Yes, Aunt. Good afternoon, Aunt,

( Dobson places chair and exit.)

Miss F. It does not surprise me to find you in this con-
dition——it does not surprise me in the least: "Stil}; I think that.
in my illness, when I am obliged to depend, entlrely on stran-
gers, you would try-to show a little unselfishness, a little
gratitude. Here, you have been four years members of my
hoasehold, entirely dependent on my generosity, and have you

ever given the slightest return? I am not obliged to take e
care of my brothers children. Pray, what,woﬁld become .of \
. you if you were to forfeit my good will? The position of -
- shop girls, factory hands, is not an enviable one.  (Pause.)

‘Well, it was not this that I had to say to you, but it bears
on the subject. Your cousin, Charlotte Irwin, is coming
.here to-day on a visit, and since there is no one ‘but you two . ~_--
to entertain her.'I hope you will try to behave yourselves.
¥ou will be excused from all duties about the house during

- her stay, as I have hired a new maid. Your cousin will arrive -
this afternoon,—about five, the telegram says, does it not,
nurse ?

. NURSE (consulting telegram.) It says she is todnve from
Starville, and may be here before five.

Miss F.+ That’s true. Go now, and have Dobson put on

your best gowns, and tell Kitty'I wish tea served in this room.

(Exeunt Fanny and June.)

(Zo Nurse) And you, I wish you would mqmre exactly -
when the train arrives. (Erit Nurse.) Another of my help-
less, reckless relations thrown upon me for hospitality ! It
seems the whole family of Fairfax must have plotted before- -
.- hand to squander their portions, and then apply to me for a
" ghare of mine. First, the father of.these children! Noth-
- ing would satisfy him but he must invest £2,000 in Colorado

silver mines. Water got into the mines, a.nd he lost it all. -
I don’t know how it is, my enterprises always prosper! And
ﬁhen ‘when I bla.med him for his Ioss, he demanded how oonld

L';‘\..,




-8 COUSIN CHARLOTTE'S VISIT.

he prevent what was the will of Providence? But glad
enough was he, when dying, to leave me his orphans. Little
good though I could see in hxm, I find still less in June and
Fannie.

(Enter Katie and Nurse.)

Nurse. The train has come, Miss Fairfax. The carriage
i8 just driving to the depot to meet the young lady.

Miss F. Ah, so soon! This will put an end to' peace
and quiet in the house, I suppose. Katie, tell my nieces to
receive their cousin, and make her at home. And remember,

no noise—no music ! Of course, she is as boisterous as the -

rest. .
Nurse. You may find her right different, Miss Fairfax.-
Miss F. They are all alike, selfish, extravagant, interested.

( Exeunt, ZVurse, Miss F.and Katie, the latter hurriedly sett'mg'

the furniture in order.) *

(Enter Fanny, she is tying ‘her sash, etc.)

Faxxy.. I wonder what our new cousin will be like! If
- she locks anything like her photograph, she must be one of
those goody-good girls. Of course, she and Aunt Midge will
hate each other before.theyre acquainted half a day. Well,
anyhow, June and I will put in a jolly time the next two
weeks. We'll just do everything Aunt tells us not to do.
She can’t say anything, because Cousin Charlotte-s a visitor,
and then, she’s elghteen years old.

Juxge. (Without.) Fanny!

Faxxy., Well!

JUNE:- Are you dressed ?

~ FaNNY. Oh! T’ve been ready this half hour. I'm stand-

“igg here waiting for you. ’

_{Enter June, Dobson and Katie, the latter giving the Jnishing
: . touches to June’s toilet.)

" JUXE. Ready, mdeed 1 I suppose you're going to receive
‘your cousin in your bare feet! -
Fan. Dobson, did you ever seé our Cousin Charlotte‘!
.. Dos. Yes, when she was a very htble one.

.
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Juye. Was she nice, Dobson!? ‘

DoB. One of the most angelic dispositions, my child.

JuNe. Dobson, I think she must be a ¢hangeling !

DoB. A changeling? Why! .

Jurne. If she has an angelic disposition, she can’t be a -
niece of Aunt Midge.

Kar. And she can’t be neater than thirty-second cousin
to you, June.

Faw. Oh, listen, isn’t that the carriage?

JuNe. Oh, let us see!

Kar. (pullmg her back by the dress.) Come back here,
June Fairfax?

Fax. (at the door.) Yes, they're driving up the avenue !

Junge. Oh, Doebson, should I kiss her when she comes in ¥

Fax. You might wait until she asks you.

{Enter Charlotte.)

Dos. Ah! My sweet young lady, 'tis welcome you_are,
my dearie. -

. CHar.- My kind old friend, Dobson ! It seems really like
coming homs, to meet you.
" Dos. And so you are at home, iny dear, and so you are.
. For here are your two cousins, Frances and June. Now make
her welcome, girls.

Fay. You don’t know how glad we were, Cousin Cha.r-
lotte, when we heard you were coming.

DoB. You must be very guod friends, all of you.

CHaR. I am sureIshall love them. Ihave been somany
years among stranugers, that I am quite prepared to apprecmte
my aunt and cousins. .

FaN.. - And we have been so anxious to see you, cousin..

. JuNe. We were just asking Dobson a lot of questions
about you.

Cuar. I hope she gave me a good reputation. Dobson a.nd et

I are old friends, are we not, Dobson? :
Dos:. We gught to'be, Miss Charlotte, for I" made yonr
acquaintance the day you were born.
CuaR.~ So you did. C
. DoB. I was young and spry as’ the best of them, then. Tl
: -Elghbeen yea.rs ha.ve made a great change in me. - .
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Cumar. But, I daresay, they have made still more in me.

Dos. Yes, yes, but you have changed for the better, my
bird. But, now, Miss Charlotte must have a cup of tea this
minute, for it’s a long, hot journey she’s Lad.

(Fanny proceeds to pour.the tea. Exit Dobson. )

Fax.” All the way from London! You're quite a.'travel-
€r, coudin.
" CHAR.  Yes, I believe I have seen. more of the world than
most girls of my age.
Juse. And been at boarding-school in France ! -
FaN. And studied music and painting! How I envy you,
Cousin Charlotte.
Juxe. You'll play for us some day, won’t you %
Fanx. If we can coax Aunt Eleanor out of the house for ’
the occasion: Lo
Cuar. Does she dislike music ? Co }
4
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Faw. (carelessly.) Not when she’s weH but she’s laid up
nearly all the time, now.

Crar. Really? Iknewshewas dehcate but not that she o -
was an invalid.

FAN. Well, she seems strong enough somehmes, but lately S A -

she needs a nurse nearly all the time; she can’t stand the B
.. least noise. N o
. > . Cear. Poor Aunt! -

Fan. Poor nteces!
- CoaR.  Are you not, then, fond of her? IR
JUNE. Oh—Yes, we adore her! ) s
- Fan. She has such a lovable disposition ! - T
JUNE. And is so, generous! Sis, give Charlotte some
. cream | ]
-7 " Fa¥. With a.ll my heart, t'or she will find a scarcity of oA
- 4 the milk of human kindness ” here | _ - =
- . Joune.- Poor Cousin! Is one lump enough ?
".- CeAR. Quite! “Yourpityissosweet.” Butreally,you . S
. - astonish me. T thought you, were devoted to Aunt Eleanor. - . .. *
. Jndeed, I must acknowledge to feeling a little jealous once in ' iy
"’ a’while.” I used sometimes to think, ¢ What a poor, lonely girl -
Fam ; how fortunate for Fanny . and Mildred to be in theca.re -
of: good Aunt EIeanor 15 N
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JUNE. Just what we so often said about you. .

CHarR. About me ! : -

Fax.” How fortunate you were to be ouf of the care of
good Aunt Eleanor.

Crar. But has.not she been like a mother to you?

. Fax. Well, there are mothers and mothers. She’s qmte
& unique specimen.
.. CaHAR. Ah, glrls, it must be ‘that vou do not understand

) .her. She certainly means well by you. Have you ever tried

to find theé way to her heart? :
* Fan.—There i« no way—'tis a Llind alley.
Juxne. If you undertake to Jook for her heart, better fur-
nish yourself with a mieroscope.
Cuar. No, but seriously, girls, how much happier you'd be-
in trying to find her good quadities and bearing with h.r little
failings. Remember, she’s old, and may not be with youlong. C
‘Wouldn't it be sad for you if she were to dic now ¥ )
Fan. Sad!—Oh, yes indeed ! -
“JuNe. There might be two opinions alysut th .z
Fax. June! - e
_ June. Well, you might as well be honest ahout it. =~ -
1=~ . Panny Fairfax. You kaow we couldn’t be worse off. than
S IR "we are now, and— why—to be plain, she'd leave us her money,
' Cuar. She has then made a will in your favor ?

Fax. Oh, yes, some years ago ; you see, she gave us to
‘understand vhen we came, that we were to be her heirs. o
: ‘Cuar. Indeed. I hope you may. e

. " Juxg.  But, anyhow, we'll forget all our scrapes and
) ‘troubles while you arc here.

"FAN. What shall we do to entertain you, Cousin Cha(-
lotte, since we can’t have music or "arnes?

. . CHAB You won't find me hard to entertain. My ta.sbes
are very simple.

Juxe. I suppose you wouldn’t like to go out pxckmg
blackberries? -

CuAR. Oh, wouldn’s I! I'd be charmed ! '

Fax anp JUNE. Really? : i

. FaN. ‘Why, then, we can go on a picnic to-morrow,
. JUNE. Dobson will put us up a lovely lunch. ;
FAN And we’ll take Mr. Parker s boat and go up th&

S———

M T




10 COUSIN CHARLOTTE'S VISIT.

river. The bushes are just covered with berries.
-CrAR. Oh, what fun that will be! What a change from
the city !
Fan. Oh, we can have lots of that kind of fua.
JUNE (dancing around, clapping her hands). And I'm
going to do whatever I like for two whole weeks.

(Curtain.)

ACT . ;
—-- (Enter, laughing, Fanny and June, carrying Tennis Rackets.)

. Fan. If you only knew what a ridiculous figure you cut,

sprawling across the grass.

JUNE. Well, you needn’t laugh so hard I won the game,
all the same.

Fan. I'm three ahead of you stlll though

JuNE. I beg pardon, you're only two.

Fay. I was four last night, when we lost the ball in the
currant bushes.

(Nurse opens door at L.)

. Norse. Will you please keep quiet. You have just
"~ awaked your Aunt out of the first sleep she's had to-day
(she closes door )

Fax. Oh, dear! It’s always the same, sick or well, we
can’t have a bit of fun. :

it’s too bad.
Fan. Too bad! What’s too had ?

JvNE. To wake her up. She hasn’t slept for two nights.
LN Fax. Ob, bah! She'll have time enough to sleep before
"3 . * Gabriel’s trumpet calls her.

" Juse. Say Fanny, we never asked how she feels to-day.
,You know the other day Charlotte told us she always quest-
' ions the nurse whether we have inquired for her.

Fan. Charlotte is too much of a busybody!

' jm we’d be carefal.

Jung. I declare, I forgot all about her. Say, Fanny,

- Juxe. ‘Why, I thought she told us out of kmdness, 30

v
‘
?
i
i
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Fax. Well, you're as simple as a baby! Do you suppose
"Charlotte is looking after your interests or mine{

- JUNE (inmocently.)” I don’t know.

Faxr. Charlotte is just trying to insinuate herself into

Aunt Midge’s favor. ‘
" " June. Charlotte! Do you think so, sister ?

Fan. Do I thinkso? Anyone not born blind. could see
that. I'd like to know why she waits on her day and night,
if sbe doesn’t expect to gain something by it. You remember -
when the two weeks of her visit were up. Well, she had
planned to visit Clarisse Holden, her greatest friend. She
intended to spend the rest of the summer there.

JuNe. Yes, and I know she was dying to go, for the day
she received the letter she hesitated a long time, and then went
in a hurry and telegraphed that she couldn’t go.

. Fan. She has been crafty enough to gain the good graces
of Aunt Midge.
Juxe. Well, T'd just as leave she’d gain them. I don’t
love Aunt Midge hard enough to-be jealous.
~ Fax. You little goose, who's talking about love ¥ Don’t
you see that if she takes a notion to Charlotte she’ll will her .
all the money, and we'll be left out in the cold.
JUNE. Why, could she leave her moner to anyone else, I
thought—
Fan. Thought! You thought! You never do think,

that’s the trouble. Why, don’t you know that the money is .-

her’s, and she can do what she wants with it? We think we
are badly off as it is, but what would we do if we hadn’t a
shelter, nor a house to stay in.

June. Oh, Fanny, ’tis our own fault. Why weren’t we

good and nice to Aunt alt the time ?
Faxn.. She never would have liked me, she hated me from
the first.

June. And I know I never could learn to wait on her.

Once when Dobson sent me up with the tray, I spilled gravy - -
all over the counterpane. You should have heard her order - - -
me out of the room.
Fax. June, do you know what the doctor.says of her? .
N " JUNE. Thatshe has the * brown-creatures,” or aomethmg
~ . of that sort

Lnf@
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Fan. No, he says she is apt to take a bad spell end die _

-very suddenly.

JuNz. Poor thing'! Rea.llv, Fanny, I feel right sorry
for her. Sy, let’s beg* 1 and be good.
Fax. G4, that would be all very fine if Charlotte wasn’t

(En(vr Charlotte L.)
Crar.  Ah, girls, it was too bad to break up your game,

" and now I'm sorry to disturb you, but Aunt Eleanor is com-.

ing in here while her room is being arranged:

JUNE. Why, we don’t mind, well go out. I guess we
were pretty noisy just now.

Fan. An you roay be sure Charlot.tfs did not fail to_
«call her patient’s attention to it.

CHAR. On the contrary, Fanny, I did nothing of the kind.

FaN. You've been trying to supplant us here ever since
you came. I'd like to know what right you have to make
yourself mistress in this house. If Aunt Eleanor.wants some-
one to take care of her, 'tis we who have the first right.

Crar. That is exactly what I think, Fanny.

FAN. Why, then, did you not go when the term of. your
visit was up ?

" CHar. Because Aunt Eleanor begged me to remain near

" “her. And besides I had not the least idea that you were

anxious, or even willing, to take care of her.
JunNe. Sister! Shame! .
" Miss F. (without). Charlotte! Charlotte !
.Cuar. Yes, Aunt, here I am !

(Exeun? June and Fanny, enter Miss Fairfazx.)

Crar. How do yoﬁ feel now, Aunt Eleanor?
Miss F. (peevishly). Where have you been? I sent yom.

_ten minutes ago to prepare this room, and now, where are the
pillows ? .

Crar. Here they are, Aunt. I’'m very sorry to have kept

- you waiting. Let ms put this one under your feet.

i (Charlotte sits and fan3 Miss F.)
M.tss F. How awkward you are, Charlobte‘ I’m nob gets

L
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“ting a bit of that breeze. (Coughs.) Close that door.
CHAR. (closes door.) Now, Aunt, hadn’t you better take
a little of this mixture ? .
Miss F. No, not now. Sit down here, Charlotte, I have .
something to say to you. ’Tisabout Fauny and June. How
, have they behaved toward you since you came ?
o * CHAR.(sitting on ottoman.) Why, really Aunt, I have
' seen so little of them since your illness, that—
K Miss F. Yes, yes, but you were at meals together, you
saw them cvery day ! Were they polite? Were they kind ¢ -
CuarR. Well—we don’t seem as much in sympathy as I
would like, but no doubt it is my fault.
Miss F. (nodding). Fanny lLas acted spitefully, Tl war-
rant. Yes, I have heard. There are others to tell me things,
too. I know that Fanny has an unbearable temper.
P Crar. Butshe will grow out of that, Aunt. She is young,
' and really bas a good heart. -
Miss F. She will have to grow out of it. - And June}
I suppose she is a pretty fair copy of her sister.
Crar. Why, I am very fond of June. I fancy we would’
be very good frieads, only I cannot come between her and her .
sister. I
Miss F. Those children have been here four years, .and )
~ yet, in all that time, they have not done as much to win my R
favor as you have in two months.
. CHAR. Baut perhaps, Aunt Eleanor, you don’t know me as.
well as them. It’s easy to be amiable when one is & visitor.
Miss F. You have not been here in that capacity. A -
visitor does not wateh at midnight by the pillow. of a cross
invalid. A visitor does not go into the kitchen to prepare
with her own hands little da.mnes for her hostess.
_ Coar. Indeed, dear Aunt, it gave me great pleusure bobe
L “able to do some little acts of kmdnem
Miss F.  Yes, and it will give me great pleasure to reward
them. Tell me, now; how are you -situated ﬁna.nclally‘!-
- Your father left you but a small fortune.
: CHAr. Yes, and T have spent the whole of it upon my
- - education. I now intend to earn my living by teaching..
‘. MissF. Yes, by teaching those about “yon, lessons of
T { love a.nd unseiﬁshness. You wﬂl not. feel obhaed to gam
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money by your talents when yoﬁ have heard this paper. ’Tis

my last testament, signed the other day. In a former will,

I bequeathed my whole estate to Fanny and June. That, --

however, is now null and void. This is the latest.

Caasr.  Indeed, I hope *twill be a long time before this is
executed, dear Aunt.
" MissF. I cannot expect that ;-but my particular care is
to distribute my wealth justly, and have it well employed. _
Here is the will. (Reads)., *“To my niece, Charlotte Irwin,

I give and bequeath my entire fortune of a quarter of a

million.”
Cuar. Did I hear it aright? To me, Aunt }

- Miss F. Yes, to you, my child. ~ You are surprised. I
expected you would be. Sit down. There is no reason to be
agitated. -

Cuar. Indeed, dear Aunt, I should never know what to
do with.so much money.

Miss F.  You would find use for it. One soon becomes
accustomed to riches.

Crar. But Fanny and June, Aunt, are they to have

nothing 1

Miss F. T shall reconsider June’s claims, in view of what
you have said of her. But they both belong to a class of
girls for whom I bave no use. They have no high-bred ten-
dencies.

-CHAR.  Ab, dear Aunt, how much better for them to beas .

. they are, than to flatter you with the hope of reward.

. Miss F. No, Charlotte, the family of Fairfax is an old
and aristocratic one. I desired to perpetuate its high stand-

ing. But, these children would only bring discredit upon it.
. Crmar. Well, T havenot given up the hope that they wull

T yet make amends 'for the past.

_ "Misgs F. 'We shall see. But now I shall go back to my
-room. I should not have risen to-day, the exertion was too
“much (rises painfully with help of stick ; when half way across
- ﬂwdage 18 seized with coughing spell).
o~ €BAm- Ah, Aunt, you feel worse? Shall I call the nume?

4 ;Good Hea.ven, she is insensible! Nurse ! Katie! _ -

(Entor Nurse.)

Ky
s
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Nurse. What is the matter? .

CHAR. Quick, the other side. I can scarcely support her.

Nursk. Poor old soul! This is what the doctor feared.
Tm afraid ’tis all over with her. (Exeunt Nurse and Char-
lotte with Miss Fairfax. The will falls to the floor.  Pause.
Enter Fanny.) ,

Fax. Gone! They had a nice little téte-a-téte here, and

- goodness knows what stories that spiteful Charlotte told

sbout me.- What does it matter, anyhow? She’ll be gone
soon,-and we can get on the good side of Aunt. (Picks up
paper.) What is this? Signed Eleanor Fairfax. €ouldit
be—Gracious ! 'Tis a will, and dated yesterday. (Reading.)
“To my niece, Charlotte Irwm, I will and bequeath, my entire
fortune of a quarter of a million.” She has made Char-
lotte her heir. Can it be true! June and I to be left
penniless? We can never undo this! Oh, why were we
such fools? Not a cent! If she were to die now, where
could we go? We would have to be dependent on Charlotte.
Never! I wouldratherstarve! Ob, if I had only suspected
this; how differently I would have acted. :

‘ (Enter Katie.)

Karie. Oh, Fanny, Fanny! Something terrible has
happened ! ’

FaN. (aside). Can she meéan the will?

Karig. Your Aunt,—poor child! She took a bad turn,
and—Oh, how can I tell you?

Fax. What? what?

Karie. She is dead.

Fax. Dead! Great Heavens !

"Karie. - We thought she was only in a faint, but the nurse
said ’twas all over, and no use to go for the doctor. Oh, I
must go-and bring Mr. Parker over right away.

(Ewit Katie.)

Fan. Our Aunt dead ! I wonder if ’tis really so? Ifﬁ
- don’t dare to go into the room—’tis too horrible. What will-

o -1 shou]dn’b beao surpnsed (shudders ; theﬂ mddady)&ﬁ,
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nothing! ’'Tis the latest. 'Twill take effect. No, I can pre-
vent it. No one will dream that T have found it (putitng

. paperin ker bosom). Letit stay there. Thelast will givesus -

_everything. Now, Charlotte, cry all the tears you have, bat
- they’ll do you no good ; your patient will never, never, make
another will.
(Curtain.)

ACI IH..

(Scene, the same. Night. CHARLOTTE reading near lamp.
JUXE on chair, asleep.)

CHARLOTTE (closing book, turning). June!—Fast

-asleep! Poorlittle one! An easy conscience makes this
gister sleep when she wishes to watch, while the other
-one watches even in sleep. (Waking her.) June! Sh—
gh—. Don’t you think we had better gotobed ? I don’t
see any sign of Fanny. 1 guess you must have been
dreaming yourself when you thought you saw her.
Juxe. No, no. She got up the night before last
and came down stairs and into ‘thisroom. I crept out
into the corridor, and peeped over the banister. I”
positive about if- I was as wide awake as I am now.
Cuar. And you think she was asleep ?
Juxg: Fast asleep. .-
- . .Cuar. Buthowcould you see her? Wasn’t every-
D thmg dark ? ‘
- June. She hadahghted candle.

_-.Bhe seems to be worried about something.

. if she had lost something. .
-~ CHAR. Whatever is the matter, she is very much
;;changed Bat come, we'll go up now.

CHAR ~Bomeone is commg downstairs.

the will ! the will that léaves Charlotte everything, and us

CHAR. I've noticed Fanny very abstracted of late. i

"JuNE. Yes, ever since Aunt died; and I've found = -
“her so often looking through books and manuscripts, ag .

_Juxe. Sh--waitaminute! Don’t you heara noxse ?
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. Juse. °Tis 'Fannjf——come, stand back here. ) -

(Enter Fanny, asleep.  Her eyes are open and fixed. She -

speaks in the.manner of one talking in sleep.)

~ Fan. No one sees me.—They will never guess it. -
" . Here—I hid it in this drawer, but the keys are gone—
(feets in bosom) lost I** Oh, if I could only find it.—She - -
- . _can never make another will.—Ah, when I find it I will
B give it back to Charlotte, poor Charlotte !'—1 must be -
. quick, they are coming to bury her. {Starts, then laughs
©_ lghtly). But she is dead, she will never come out of
v her grave.—‘To my niéce, Charlotte Trwiny Igive and -
bequeath.”  (She nervously hides paper in her bosom.) . :
It is dark—(shivers) and gold. _But how can I téll'them =
I stole the will?—Come .in, June, it is too damp to iy
. play. ' . L
e (Exit. Fanny ) e
E June. - There, didn’t I tell you? ButT never heard
. her talk before. I should have been dreadfully fright-
ened if you were not here. -
CuAR. She tried to open this drawer. -
.. JuxE. Yes, and ‘she said something about a will..
- .Could it be the one the lawyer has been looking for?, o
Cear. Where is the key of this drawer, June! T
June. Lost! Dobson has looked all over for it. o
" CaHarR. Run and fetch me a gerew-driver from the. -
sewmg machine, quick.

(Exit June.)

. Fanny got possession of that paper some way or-other ]
. and hid it, perhaps during her sleep.. I've heard of . .-
such thmgs Ob, Heaven help me to set al] right.

. (Enter June.) N
. J UNE. What are _you going to do w1th the screw-
<. - ‘driver, Charlotte?
o CHAE. . You'll see. (She proceeds to take off the lock. )

: -.JoNe. Why, Charlotte, this looks as if we' were.
S - breakmg mto other people’s: property e T
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i Cuar. Ihope’twillturn outto be breakmg into oyr
own property.
JuNE. Oh, see, the lock is coming off L.
CHAR. There hold if, while 1 look at these papers
Move the lamp nearer.
JuNe. Oh, there's somethlng with -a red seal !

CHAR. ’Tl@the will ! Oh, how fort,unate! '"Tis Aunt ~

Eleanor’s lost will.

JUNE. Qh Char]oite then Fannie did not take it :

after all!

CaARr. Yes, June, she took 1t but she has repented,
and we will forglve her. because she is our sister. Run
now, wake her, and bring her down.

(Ezit June.)

She has suffered enough, poor child. What anxiety
she must have gone through this last month!  And I
am to be heiress to such a fortune! Oh, how much
good T shall do with this money. but I must not forget
the injunction that charity begins at home.

(Enter Fannie and June.)

CuAr. Fannie, I have here a paper which I w1sh to -

. receive from no hands but yours.

Fannie. Itis the will!l (falling on her Lnees) Oh, -

Charlotte, can you forgive me! I didn’t intend. to
keep it. It was only a moment’s temptation, but I
lost it and had not the courage to tell you.

CHAR. (embracing her.) We wil not let such a wretch-
ed thing as money come between us, dear cousin. There

. will be pienty for all to be happy with. Now, T want. -

you two to adopt me as a sister.

: BotH (embracing Charloftes) Dear, dear Charlotte,
. how good you are! How we love you!

DossoN (without). Fannie! June!

- Fanxie.  Here we are, Dobson, the whole family } :

What Jhave you a letter ?
’ (Enter Dobson.)
Donsox —A telegram
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ArL. A telegram! For Charlotte!

Dopsox. No, for you.

FanNiE (reads) Fannie and Mildred Falrfax ! What
“can it be!

‘Mii.” Open it quick !

Dopsoxy. But what are you all doing up so late?

Crar. Ob, just acting a little comedy

FANNIE. Gracmus Dobson, it can’t be true! Our
father bas been dead five years.

June. Our father!

CHAR. You haven’t received news of hlm!

.JoNE. Read it, quick! What does it say ?

" DoBsoN. My daughters : I have heard the news
of my sister’s death, and am hastening home to you.
I.shall now be able to repair the past, and give you a
beautiful home. Expect me within a week.

) - Your father.”

Juse But, Dobson, is he risen from the dead ?

Dos. I won't say that, but wonderful things- hap-
pen in America. .

Fan. Our father alive!

JoNeE. And coming home to take care of us! Ah,
how happy we shall be ! :

Cuar. Now ’tis your turn to be congra.tulated girls.

Fan. Dear Cousin Charlotte ! ]

Juxe. Oh, how splendidly things have turned out !

CHAR. Yes, we’ve seen a good desl of trouble toge—
ther, but, all’s well that ends well. .

ExNbD.




