December, 1912 Advertisement

Read carefully this and the seven following pages

RE the various Departments
of your School well equipped
for their Winter’s Work ?

FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT — Superintendent’s Record, Register
Boards, Blackboards, Call Bells, Banners, etc.

FOR THE TEACHER—Lesson Helps, Teachers Bibles, Teacher Training
Hand Books, ete.

FOR THE SCHOLAR—Lesson Helps and Illustrated Papers to suit all
ages ; Golden Text Booklets, Buttons, Memory Verses, Catechisms, ete.

FOR THE SECRETARY—Secretary’s Books, Class Registers, Attendance
Cards, Collection Envelopes, Card Punch, Minute Books, etc.

FOR THE LIBRARIAN—Library Cards, Numbers for Library Books, Gum-
med Labels, Librarian’s Cards, etc.

FOR THE ADULT BIBLE CLASS—Membership]Cards, Invitation Cards,
Class Registers, Blackboards, Class Buttons, ete.

FOR THE HOME DEPARTMENT-—Lesson Helps, Membership Cards,
Collection Envelopes, Visitors’ Records, Department Buttons, ete.

FOR THE CRADLE ROLL—Cradle Rolls, Certificates, Birthday Cards,
Birthday Record Books, Birthday Post Cards, Invitations, Pins, ete.

SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GIVING FULL
DESCRIPTIONS AND PRICES.

R. DOUGLAS FRASER
Presbyterian Publications

Church¥and Gerrard Streets, Toronto
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| CI-IRISTMAS BOOKLETS

Our New Series of Christmas Booklets

Carefully selected from choicest stock.

Prices right

Miniature reproduc-
tion of SERIES NO.

1, very handsome.

Price 50c. per
packet of 10

Each Booklet consists of 8 pages, printed on finest stock, each with
individual embossed cover designs, in handsome colors with seasonable
greetings, space for name of sender, quotations from favorite authors,
etc. Each Booklet is enclosed in a white envelope.

Each Packet contains 10 Booklets of 10 Different Designs

Miniature reproduction of
SERIES NO. 2. Excellent

value.

Price 25c. per packet
of 10

PRESBYTERIAN PUBLICATIONS
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AND NOVELTIES

Series No. 3—Each Booklet consists of

4 pages in unique designs, with embossed
front page in pretty colors, with Christmas
message. Each package contains 6 Booklets

of 6 different designs.

Price 10c per Package, postpaid

U o T ETRY

4 DOV

Cellulold Book Marks—Beautifully decorated in new and original designs of flowers in variety of colors
Five designs to chose from. No. 1—Twenty-Third Psalm. Lily. No.3—Lord’s Prayer. Rose. No.3—
Ten Commandments. Iris. No. 4—Books of the Bible. Carnation. No. §—Beatitudes. Violets.
Each, 6 cents ; per dozen, 60 cents, postpaid.

\ Heart-Shaped Celluloid Book-Mark — Lithographed on one side with a beautiful reproduction of the
Canadian and Conquest Flags in colors, with a border of forget-me-nots around the outside. On the reverse side
is an appropriate verse, entitled “Onxe Day aT o Tivp". Each Book Mark has a double silk cord
and tassel. Makes pretty and useful souvenir from teachér to scholar. 8c. each; 80c. per dos., postpaid.

8ilk Woven Book-Mark—Size 5}x1} inches, woven in real silk, in exquisite designs and colorings ; fin~
ished with a handsome silk tassel at bottom. A very choice series in assorted texts. 35c. each, postpaid.

CHURCH & GERRARD STS., TORONTO
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CHRISTMAS CANDY BOXES

Just the thing for Sunday School Entertainments, Christmas Trees, and for private use
Each Box made to Contain one-half pound only|

(

> Glina

No. 1. Floral Folder

One of the best novelties on our list, beautifully
printed in three colors, with new and attractive
designs on sides, top, bottom and ends. The design
shows cluster of holly with ribbon completely tied
around the box, with tape fo: hanging. §1. per
100; postage 25¢. per 100 extra.

No. 3. Holly Folder

Artistically printed in three colors, with bright
decoration of red flowers and holly on all sides of the
box. On one side is printed " Merry Christmas,” and
on the other side “"Happy New Year.” A very
attractive design. $1.80 per 100 ; postage 25c. per
100 extra.

No. 2. Dutch Box

Attractively printed in red or blue. The figures
of the children in various attitudes on the sides, top,
bottom, and ends, make it particularly interesting to
the children. They will be delighted with it. KEach
box has tape for hanging. $1.88 per 100 ; postage
25¢. per 100 extra.

No. 4. Little Folks

Beautifully lithographed in three colors, on all
sides. The design shows various designs of children
in a snowstorm, children skating, Santa with his rein-
deer, children toboganing, ete. Each box has tape
rcO:)dy for hanging. $1.80 per 100; postage 250. per
100 extra.

No. 5. Candy Book

Artistically printed in red or blue, and made to look
exactly like a closed book and marked on the back
Christmas Fables. On the front and back are jolly

ictures of Santa Claus, $1.25 per 100 ; postage
5¢. per 100 extra.

PRESBYTERIAN PUBLICATIONS
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B Message for the
Wew Pear

A MESSAGE FOR

THE NEW YEAR.

The illustration is a
miniature reproduction
of an attractive New
Year's message, special-
ly publishm:z for the
use of ministers to send
to their friends and
church members. It is
handsomely printed on
the front page on fine
wedding stationery in
three colors, black, red
and gold. The in
leaf i1s blank and may
be used for any person-
al message. Each Mes-
sage is enclosed in a
white envelope to
match, ready for send-
ing out. A very attrac-
tive New Year's Greet-
ing. Price, Bc. each,

postpaid.

As Thy Days
In His Footsteps

Turn-over style of
6 pages each; each page
contains a scripture
text, in addition to quo-
uu.'-ma fro{xyx h;ori&a
Authors, el and-
some embomrdydesiznl
in attractive eolorings.
20c. each, postpaid.

~] Good Gifts
(o g | Bible

. “ " ._';‘ ) Gems
Rt e W oras

L Lo"w:mh

Size 4x5X
) inches. 4
pages each

10c. each
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Sunday 8chool
Calendar — Contains
Sunday School Lesson,
Titles, Golden Texts in
full for each Sunday,
International Daily
Readings for ever{)edny
in the year, and Devo-
tional Selections. Print-
ed in red and black
ink, and in convenient
form. Size 8){x5) inch~

Every Teacher
Adult Student, an
Sunday School 8chol-
ar should have one.

Hretistic Designs in Calendars

s
Leving Woras
e

THE GOLDEN RULE

MY GUIDE
Are in hand b d desi of
fruit and flowers, in turn-over style of 4
pages each, and each page contains a text
from Seripture ; measuring 5 x 63 inches,
with colored cord ready for hanging.
18¢. each, postpaid.

e——
< ftn Bis [Footsteps -
o VruENoAR B8
M LORD hall gude thee conlizunlly

es 10c. each, postpaid.’

CHURCH & GERRARD STS., TORONTO
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS AND

The texts are stamped in embotsec
The designs and texts are attractive, with a large assortment to choose from, and are appropriate

hanging

for Sunday School Awards. Largely used ale» for decorating Ciass Rooms, Hospitals, ete

5 CENTS EACH

No. 563 —

My Help

No. 627—

Gospel Bells
No. 661—

Floral Studies
No. 662—
Heavenly
Helps

i silver letters on red, green, or white enamel boards with silk cord for

Assorted Texts.

10 CENTS FACH

524 Rosebuds
404—Floral Friends
559—Wise Counsel

16¢c. EACH
No. 532—
Glad
Messages 20c. EACH
No. 867— No. 439—
Biblical Thy Paths
Pictures
ot -y
:::u.r"' ; : ; Porcelain
) Weord 3 S,
g A Y T el No. 519—
| @/ﬂ'ﬂﬂf j;‘y o {‘9 No. 548— : 2 5 gt Floral
' wnlo e,‘(!" e, Gospel )E 50T AFRAID Scrolls
pe AFRA
L st also i Jlint. Seals.
L : ONYBEVEVE B No. s0s—
r;_n-m

26 CENTS EACH ﬁ

No. 516—The Seeking Saviour
No. 518—Rambler
No. 516—Green Pastures

No. 464—Rose Studies

SEND FOR CATALOGUE WITH COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED LIST OF WALL
MOTTOES AND SCRIPTURE TEXTS.

PRESBYTERIAN PUBLICATIONS
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A beautiful series of Verse Cards, gilt bevelled edges and embossed with choice designs to harmonise with
wordings. B8ilk ribbon ready for hanging.
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! LAME LOVED THEE ‘WITH Af EVERLASTING LOVE
5 R <t dalicins »)
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Two designs. Sise 103{x73{ inches. Two designs. Size 103{x7%{ inches.
No. 41 — Proven. No. 63—Love.
No. 43—Abide withMe. 20c. each. No. 64—Thoughts. 125¢c. each.

i

No. v4—Your Fath-
er Knoweth, 10c.
each. Size 7Xx56%

R: e inches.

PRI 595

Your Fat‘lle:_l(nowell\.

T]S the futars all wnkoo | To KE£p - my haart more hender svet and pure.
the tu
[Q Shidpw deoger Growilh? To w40 -my sirength 1o periently endure.
for
e = Your Fathet Ruometh.” No. 52 — My Pray- o _':’:'ﬂﬂhll‘"r-lh:mn':

Rest ,-m Reart on Christ to-day, .
iy  To Locx- e door paing! pride. and hele andsin.

thy cup o'erlloweth ;

ve, doy, Peace, alway: ! er, 16¢c. each. Bize

HAND PAINTED WALL CARDS

e ," Pt Ponsey ahwes s . * Yo oven- uum'q:; :
Never cause for care and fret, i 0 sne -doms Uiy brftely

h He all gvl\(r h.-“::‘n‘n 834x5}4 inches. To neLp - some foal one back info the road. -

g There is not & aced anmet, To pagavAE -only an simdiphere o love,

For “ Your Father Know b

To ree. - Cod all around. balow: sbove. .
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THE GRADED LESSONS

S an alternative to the International Uniform Less-
ons, many Sabbath Schools now use the Graded
Lessons. When completed the Graded series will
contain seventeen different series of Lessons, each
series adapted to a year of the pupil’s life.

Many large Sabbath Schools now use them ; and
some smaller schools.

Syndicate Series

THE BEGINNERS' GRADE ; under 6 years of age. Course complete in
*wo years,

THE PRIMARY GRADE—6 to 8 years of age. Course complete in three
years,

THE JUNTOR GRADE—9 to 12 years of age. Course complete in four years

THE INTERMEDIATE GRADE—13 to 16 years of age. Course complete
in four years (only three years’ lessons published as yet).

THE SENIOR GRADE—Course complete in four years. (Only the first
year’s lessons published as yet.)

An Alternative Beginners’ Series

The same Lessons are issued in a continuous two-year rotative periodical
form, as suggested by the International Lesson Committee. The engraving and
color work on Leaflets and Rolls of this series is done by the well known
Providence Lithograph Company.

SEND US YOUR® ORDER FOR THE GRADED LESSONS.

PROSPECTUSES AND ORDER SHEETS FORWARDED ON
APPLICATION.

R. DOUGLAS FRASEK

Presbyterian Publications
Church and Gerrard Streets, TORONTO,

TheTeachers Monthly December
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6,rforb Wniversity Press

Between Two Thieves By Richard Dehan

Avraor or “Tae Dor Docror,”
Net - - $1.25
“I have no hesitation in affirming that ‘Between Two Thieves' is one of the few really
great prose epics of war of any age or of any country. In its more personal aspect, tracing
the life struggle of a single human soul under the stress of peculiar temptation, it is one of the
strongest books that I have been privileged to read during the past decade.”—Frederic Taber
Cooper, former editor of The Forum.

By Mrs. I. T. Thursto
The Scout Master of TOOOP 5 AUTHOR OF "'Tn: Bisnor's SHADOW?'

Tllustrated, 12mo., cloth, net = - - $1.00
Mrs. Thurston demonstrated to the delight of thousands in *'The Bishop's Shadow"
that she knew the heart of a boy as few other writers to-day do. She has again proved her
right to be considered a master interpreter of the boy mind in this Boy Scout story. It has
action aplenty, is fresh, breezy and the style is straight-away and clear cut.
Awso T™oE Bic BroTHER OF SBaBIN STREET, NET $1.00 Tue Bisaor's Saavow, T6e.

Ornice Upon=a=Time Tales By Mary Stewart
Wita " Tae WAy 10 ONcE-Upon-A-Tiue,” By HENRY vAN Dyke,
12 mo, cloth, net $1.25
These real fairy tales by the author of “Tell Me a True Story" are fresh as mountain
breezes and clear as the water of running brooks. They have that simplicity and dramatic
quality which irresistibly reminds the reader of Andersen and Grimm, Carroll and Lang.

The Oxford Dickens
THE FIRESIDE EDITION. 22 vols., Paste Grain, $1.36 per vol.
THE EIGHTEEN PENNY EDITION. 20 vols., Paste Grain, 76¢. per vol.
INDIA PAPER EDITION. 17 vols., Lambskin, $1.88 per vol.

The Oxford Thackeray
THE FIRESIDE EDITION. ~ 17 vols., Paste Grain, $1.88 por vol.
INDIA PAPER EDITION. 17 vols., Lambskin, $1.36 per vol.

The Oxford Scott JUST ISSUED

In 24 volumes, with over 000 illustrations. Each volume contains a list of characters and
a complete new Glossary. Now ready.

THE EIGHTEEN PENNY EDITION. 24 vols., Paste Grain, 76¢. per vol.

INDIA PAPER EDITION. 24 vols.,, Lambskin. $1.28 per vol.

The Master of ‘“ The Oaks "’
By Caroline Abbot Stanley
Tllustrated, 12mo., cloth, net $1.25
Of Mrs. Stanley's literary work The San Francisco Chronicle
said : “If it be high art to move the reader deeply, to grip
the heart strings by a story that is without stage mannerisms,
and which deals with only real people and legitimate situ-
ations, then Caroline Abbot Stanley should reach a high
place among story-tellers of to-day.

e SEOR LITTLE PEOPLE

The Story of Jesus 7 e Qs

A very direct appeal is made to the child soul. The purpose

is to gently, wi ningly draw the child toward the divine lover

of his kind The book Js a distinet addition to the lives of
Christ for children.

The Story of Joseph THE DREAMER =

The Jewish shepherd lad who became the prime minister of

Ezn)t. lives in a very real way in this little story of his life.

gpbl u: a supposedly autobiographical form it presents an entirely new method of treating a
ible story.

The Story of David THE IDOL OF THE PEOPLE. Cloth, net, 88¢.
Like the *Story of Joseph,” this life of the Psalmist is cast in an autobiographical form
and written in language that young people will appreciate and adults will enjoy.

Henry Frowde 25-27 ricbmond St.w., Toronto

LR
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SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPS FOR 1913
Tarbell’s
TEACHER'’S GUIDE

By MARTHA TARBELL, PH. D.
$1.00 Net. - - (Postpaid $1.15)

LL OVER THE WORLD successful Sunday-school

teachers now give first place to this modern teach-

ers’ assistant, which tells not only what to teach but
how to teach it effectively.

EIGHTH ANNUAL “TARBELL’S”

The 1913 issue embodies all the noted Tarbell charac-
teristics, its wealth of notes, suggestions to teachers,
illustrations, helps, sidelights, maps, etc.,, with many
itional interesting new features which the teacher will
nforming, quickening, stimulating.

Primary Teachers

Will find a special section showing how to begin and develop the lesson;
the aim to accomplish; stories to illustrate the lesson truths; lesson pictures
are noted, blackboard sketches in the review lessons, etc.

Junior, Intermediate, Senior Class Teachers

Will find their needs more than met. Senior students, Members of the
Home Department, Workers in Young People’s Societies find the book

invaluable.
Bible Class Teachers

Will note that problems connected with the lesson texts are given with
references to discussions, not in inaccessible books, but in current periodicals
obtainable in any public library.

ILLUSTRATED: NEARLY 500 PAGES: MAPS, CHARTS, ETC.

Price $1.00 Net, By Mail $1.15. At all Booksellers, or from
WILLIAM BRIGGS, 7 M oaonto " VEsT

Please mention Tap Tsacuers MonTELY when writing to advertisers
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Teachers Monthly

Rev. B. Douglas Fraser, D.D., Editor
Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D,, Assoclate Editor

Vol. XVIII.

The present issue of the Teaciers
MonTHLY consists of sicty-four pages. The
additional eight pages contain an attiactive
list of things Sunday School teachers, officers
and scholars want, especially at Christmas
and the New Year. Will you read them, and
let us send you what you wish tohave ? Our
selections, which include many novelties,
have been made with our own Sunday
Schools and people specially in view.

e

Two Trees

There was a tree in Eden,
The richest ever seen,
With snowy-blossomed branches
And leaves of living green ;
But Oh, the crimson harvest !
Still down the countless years
We eat its bitter fruitage
With pain and toil and tears.

There was a tree at Golgotha
Upon a hill-top high—
Two barren, straight-stretched branches
Against a sunless sky.
But Oh, the radiant blossom
Uplifted there to see !
The healing of the nations
Is in that leafless tree.
—Clara Winifred Newcomb

b8

God's Greatness
By Rev. Henry Dickie, D.D.

One has recently said, “ The great weakness
of our religious life is that we so inadequately
apprehend the greatness of God ; and the
consequence is that we are feeble in our
religious life all round. We are feeble in
our prayers, feeble in our expectations,
feeble in our faith, and therefore feeble in our

Toronto, December, 1912

No. 12

efforts.” What is greatly needed is a fresh
realization of the greatness of God, His
immeasurable strength, His moral greatness,
His spiritual power.

The best way, perhaps, to bring home to
ourselves the physical greatness of God is to
stand on a clear night in the presence of the
four thousand millions of heavenly bodies,
many of them vaster than our sun, and ask,
how are they kept perpetually moving in
glorious silence year in and year out, never
failing to discharge their mysteriousfunetions.
If every law of nature, as scientists tell us,
demands a continuous exercise of force,
what must be the physical power of the God
who hoids all these worlds in the hollow of
His hand ?

But, physical greatness does not constitute
the highest greatness. If we are to realize
the greatness of the God with whom we have
to do, we must picture to ourselves the moral
greatness of His character. And where
else but in the Bible can we find that truly
portrayed ? When one thinks of the way the
Bible sets God before us as the Eternal
Giver—the one Person who has given and
given, and has never kept anything back for
Himself—His moral greatness overwhelms
us far more than His tremendous strength.

But not yet have we reached the full
greatness of God. If one wants to see the
great characteristic of the power of God,
think of Pentecost, when timid peasants
and fishermen were filled with the spiritual
power of God, and went out to transform the
world, thus fulfilling the words of the Christ
to His disciples : ‘“The works that I do, shall
ye do also ; and greater works than these
shall ye do, because I go unto my Father.”

Is not this the supreme need of the hour,
that we be filled with the spiritual power of
God, the transforming, changing, moulding,
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forceful power of God? Life would thus
lose its bitterness for us. Walking constant-
ly with such a great God, nothing would be
little. Doing that bit of housework, or that
daily grind in office or factory, or doing those
social duties, in communion with Him,
would give a new dignity and importance
to life. And, full of His spiritual power,
we might expect to work miracles in others.
It is not presumption surely to rise to what
God expects us to be and to do.

Is there some one reading these words
with friend cr relative or Sunday School
scholar concerning whom you have been
almost despairing whether you can change
them ? Try again. Associate others with
you, as was done in bringing the paralytic
to Jesus. Faith can be socialistic, like song,
like hope, like love. It is literally true that
five men of faith can fill Sodom with the sav-
ing energies of grace.

Chatham, Ont.

b

The Cable of Christianity
By Rev. E. H. Ramsay, B.D.

“Thou hast loved my soul from the pit.”
Thus wrote King Hezekiah after his sick-
ness (Isa. 38 : 17, Marginal reading).

The same principle rules in the New Testa-
ment. Jesus' sheep hear His voice, and fol-
low because they have recognized in Him
that spirit which prompted Him to lay down
His life for them. “And I if I be lifted up,
will draw all men unto Me.” His dying love
would do it. Thisis the cable of Christianity.

Christians are to represent and interpret
this love to others. “God so loved the
world.” How is that love to reach it?
Thus—“As the Father hath loved Me, so
have I loved you”, and so are we to love the
world. The main channel for the river of
God’s love, after Christ, is the love of Chris-
tians for those to whom they would interpret
Christianity. ‘“‘Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel” The only language in
which it can be preached so as to be grasped,
s love, the loving word, the self-sacrificing
life, which springs from love.

The prime object of Sunday School teach-
ing is to win the scholars to Christ. How
can it be done ? Not by many words, not by

December

much knowledge, not by personal piety, not
by negative self-denial, but “by a more
excellent way’’—by love, without which all
effort is nothing. We must encircle each
pupil with the cords of our hearts and draw
them, not with a pull once a week, but by a
constant tension. We must hold them up
daily until they too grip the line from the
Infinite. There is need of more learning in
the Sunday School. Let not that be mini-
mized. But what is needed supremely is
more love.

How can our cold, work-a-day natures
become full of such love ? By contact with
Christ. His love will inspire ours. If we drink
of the water that He gives us, there will well
up within us a life giving stream for others.
They can soon tell whether the fountain is
flowing, or not. They will not stoop to
drink unless it is. That fountain should
flow most readily for children. Harold
Begbie says in his moving book, Broken
Earthenware, “It is really not so wonderful
that religion should transform character and
give new birth to personality, as that it
should inspire pure, holy people with a love
for the degraded, the base and the lost.”
And if for these, how much more readily for
sweet, innocent children.

“Feed my lambs”, was our Lord’s injunc-
tion. The only way to feed them is to love
them.

Ambherst, N.S,

.

The Children as Singers

Why should not every pastor go to his
Sunday School and say : “The church is
yours. I want you all to be the choir and
help me conduct the servics of the church ?”
As I was going out of a childless ehurch one
day after a service whera thé music had been
excruciating, I followed the swarms of chil-
dren into the Sunday School, their singing
was glorious, buoyant, spontaneous. It was
worship. Why should not they have been
in the front of the church, singing like that ?
And they love to do it. I have tried it, as
have others. It transforms the whole service.
The singing is infinitely better ‘han that of
the average choir. It is beaut ful to see all
the children there.
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In one church they swarm all over the
pulpit platform and steps, so that the preach-
er can place his hand on a golden head when
he preaches. The average preacher would
have much more humanity in his sermons
were he surrounded Yy these shining eyes and
bubbling hearts. Put some gowns on them,
if you want to. It makes them feel more
important and there really is no more popery
in a little black or white gown than there
isin a jacket. Let them sing the anthems a:
well as the hymns. The congregational
singing will be transformed into something
rich and strange. Their people will all come
too—and why should they not ?

If any of my readers are ever in New
York, drop in at the service of the Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Church, where Dr.

’

Henry Sloane Coffin is pastor. The church
swarms with children. As the organ begins
the processional a great choir of young people,
garbed in black robes, begins pouring in until
the whole front of the church is packed with
them. At the same time little children are
filling the front galleries. All are singing,
all are smiling. Mr. Coffin has almost to
pick his way through them. It is easy to see
how the children love him. I have seen
them in his former smaller church, sitting on
the floor, right on his feet. And what singing
—what sunshine—in everybody’s heart.
There is also a little sermon for the children
—but it is not that that draws. It is simply
that it is their church and their service.
When will we ministers ever learn ?—Freder-
ick Lynch in, The Congregationalist

IS THE CURRENT ON, OR OFF?

By Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, D.D.

It happens sometimes that the current
goes off ; and then every wheel stops, the
street cars with their hurrying passengers are
stalled, and the busiest factory becomes
silent as a graveyard. It avails nothing that
the machinery is all in place and in order and
every ‘“hand” at his post ; there is “nothing
doing”, because the current is off. An
absolutely essential point is that the electric
current be on, and on continuously ; other-
wise the life and work of a great city comes
pretty much to a standstill.

This matter of “current’” is something to
be concernec about aow at the turn of the
year, when old plans are being rc rised and
new plans made. Is the current on or off ?
Is there a steady, sufficient supply of the
vital power to run the machinery of church or
Sunday School or Young People’s Society ?
Are officers, teachers, members, charged with
the love for souls and the zeal for God’s
house and God’s cause, which alone can make
their work effectual ? That is the great
question. With abundant power great things
may be accomplished with very little ma-
chinery, or with none. Without this power
the best devised organizations and methods
are useless—indeed a mockery.

Whence comes that overmastering love
and zeal? A threefold answer may be
given :

First—From living union with the cruci-
fied, risen, glorified Christ. All power has
been given to Hir.— the very fulness of God.
And to be in living contact with Him by
faith and surrender, is to partake of that
power and grace. The weakest, least
trained worker who leans hard on Jesus, is
strong. The touch of the divine is upon him.
He has the love and the zeal which win.

Secondly—Through the asking. Love for
souls, zeal for God’s cause and work, are
gifts from God. They are engendered within
us by His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
comes to the man who asks for Him. That
is the promise, and it is the experience, too,
of all the ages. No man is God-filled who is
not a man of prayer. Prayer is the switch
that turns on the current. The question
for the New Year is not alone a question of
plans. It is even more a question of prayer.
The best possible thing that can come to any
Sunday School—to any Christian organiza-
tion, is the spirit of prayer and the practice
of prayer. Plans and prayer should always
go hand in hand.
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And thirdly—Through work. Heat comes
from exercise. The coldest, most sluggish
soul kindles into some love and some zeal if
it gets to work. A vigorous setting about
the doing of the task that is to be done,—
the carrying out of the plans that have been
made,—is itself the generator of the enkind-
ling love and zeal which will carry the plans
through to success.

™

Puzzles of a Primary Teacher

1II. Tee IRREPRESSIBLE AND THE UNRE-
sPONSIVE CHILD
By Miss B. B. Maxwell

In the Primary Class, irrepressible usually
spells spoiled. In the higher grades, this
gpecies of child may be a self-made pro-
duction—the result of the discovery of
native powers of mimicry, teasing, or so-
called smart speech. But the Primary
irrepressible is so, generally, because of an
inculcated sense of persona: importance, a
carefully cultivated and excessively exag-
gerated estimate of the attention due to an
over-developed ego.

For this condition no cure is so effective
as the negative treatmuwat—a studied and
steady, though gentle and apparently natural,
refusal to become amused, excited, or annoyed
by irrelevant remarks, teasing tcicks, or
unnecessary noise. Rebuke, if absolutely
unavoidable, must be administered in such a
way that the offence is not magnified to the
proportions of a notable achievement, for
to excel in mischief appears, to the distorted
vision of this particular type, quite as de-
sirable as to excel in knowledge or righteous-
ness, and failure to attract atteation is failure
indeed. Therefore the child musi, for his
own sake as for that of others, be relegated,
literally and figuratively, to the background
of the class instead of to the coveted fore-
front.

This line of action calls not only for
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strenuous self-control, with much drawing
on divine resource, on the part of the teacher,
combined with a splendid ability to win out
in the competiiion for the attention of the
class, but, likewise, a fine sense of discrimina~
tion, for the wise teacher always remembers
that underneath these little undesirable
exuberances beats the tender heart of a
little child which, even in these bolder
natures, may be permanently chilled and
sealed by a too persistent exhibition of what,
to the child-mind, seems lack of love. The
enjoined wisdom of the serpent must be
exercised lest we “offend one of these little
ones.”

But, as opposed to the irrepressible, whom
we may have, stands the unresponsive child,
whom we must have, for every Primary
class has one or more—usually more-—of
these shy and sensitive, or, it may be, stolid
and stupid—little souls, whose heart-strings
refuse to vibrate audibly under the most
loving touch of the most skilful teacher.

It is a serious mistake, and one all too
often made, to be satisfied with the quiet
and “good order” of an unresponsive class
or individual,—as well be pleased with the
tranquility of a corpse. Instead, these little
ones must be stalked as warily as any timid
forest creature. We must veritably lie in
wait for the gleam of interest or intelligence
which, sooner or later, betrays the ben ¢/ the
childish mind. Then it becomes a case of
“following the gleam”, for this revelation
is the key which unlocks the barriers of child-
ish reserve, admitting the teacher to the inner
precinets of the little heart, and ushering the
child into a larger realm of knowledge and
fellowship.

Henceforward, by careful planning of story
and illustration gradual advance may be
made, until the shy bird’s piping notes
habitually round out the hitherto incomplete
harmony.

Westville, N.S.

AN EXPERIMENT OF “RALLY WEEK”

Now that the General Assembly's Com-
mittees on Sabbath Schools and Young
People’s Societies have been amalgamated,

the week following the last Sunday in Sep-
tember has been set apart as Rally Week, an
arrangement to come into force with 1913,




1912 From a Field-Worker's Note Book 567

September 1913 is a long way ahead ; but
what one congregation did in September
1912, will help to show what Rally Week
may be made.

The congregation was that of Rev. W. R.
Mclntosh, one of the joint-conveners ¢” e
Assembly’s Committee ; and the wveek
observed was Sept. 29 to Oct. 4.

The Sunday morning service was a family
service—every household was urged to be
represented : “Do not send the children,
but bring them and worship together.” A
special address was given by the minister to
parents, teachers, and the congregation
generally on The World of Youth and its
Challenge to the Church.

In the afternoon a mass meeting of the
Sunday School, Bible Class, parents and
friends was held. It began with a flower
procession of the children, and took up the
Children’s Day Service, “The Joy of the
Harvest.” An efifort was made to have every
available child present.

At the evening service the minister
preached a special sermon to young men and
women on the subject of Efficiency—the
New Demand. At the close of the service
a meeting of young men was held to reorganize
the board of ushers for the season.

This for the Sunday. On Monday the
annual Opening Social given by the young
people was held, and a cordial invitation
given to the young people of the East End
and their friends to attend.

Wednesday night, there was a rally of the
prayer meeting forces of the congregation,
leaders, Sabbath School teachers, parents
and others, and plans were laid for prayer
and study for the coming season.

On Friday night, under the auspices of the
Boys’ Club, No. 19, a meeting of boys of the
intermediate grade, 13 to 15, and senior
grade, 16 to 18, was held. Lively addresses
were given and a start made in drawing up
the programme for the year.

This is a sample of what Rally Week may
be made in any congregation.

FROM A FIELD-WORKER’S NOTE BOOK

By J. M. G. Mulch, B.A.
Synod Sunday School Field Worker

MEMORIZING IN A Saw-MILL Town

Sprague is a saw-mill town in Algoma.
For years it has had a student missionary
sent each summer from Knox College. In
April, 1911, Mr. A. 8. Orton, of Knox College,
began to.conduct the work for that year.
He found some twenty-four boys and girls
who were Protestants, of whom the majority
were Anglicans and Methodists. Besides
these there were quite a number of Roman
Catholic children who kept by themselves,
so far as church matters were concerned.
In this small community was a union Sunday
School for the Protestant children. Mr.
Orton, convinced of the value of the General
Assembly’s Memory System, sent away for
sample Certificates, which he showed to the
scholars, explaining the work and giving
each of them a slip of the verse. Four months
later, in the month of August, there came a
day of awards. One little girl of twelve years,

an Anglican by the way, secured the diploma

with the two seals ; two other girls of about the
same age secured the large diplomas without
seals ; some four scholars, boys and girls, »e-
ceived the second certificate; six scholars, boys
and girls, were given the first certificate. Ow-
ing to the composite character of the School,
the Shorter Catechism was not attempted.
Along with all this the regular teaching of the
Lesson did not lose its place of pre-eminence,
nor did the School suffér any branch of its
work to lag. This year the saw-will has been
closed. The families are scattered to differ-
ent parts of Canada. However, we may
rest assured that not only will these boys
and girls be greatly blessed through this
memory work, but that also they all from
their different quarters will look back to
Sprague and remember, with satisfaction,
the School at which they did something.
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A GoLp SoveEREIGN FOR MEMORY WORK

Though there are some places where the
General Assembly’s Memory Work is un-
known, and other places where it is not
seriously considered, yet there are many
places where it is regarded with enthusiasm.
In Esson, an appointment of Rev. A. McVicar,
Sabbath School Convener for Barrie Presby-
tery, they have a small rural School. One of
the elders, Mr. Horne, who teaches a class in
the School, thinks the memory work of such
importance that he awards a gold sovereign to
every scholar who earns the General As-
sembly’s large Diplonm.with the two seals.

MEMORIZING ALL SUMMER

Last summer I was at a summer resort
in Muskoka, where there were a number of
“tourists.”” Amongst them were some fami-
lies who were members of the Presbyterian
Church in Weston, Ont. I learned that the
children in these families were continuing
their Sunday School work through the sum-
mer holidays. Records of the work accom-
plished and of the offerings set aside each
Sabbath were kept by means of an envelope
similar to that of the Home Department,.
These boys and girls were not losing any rest
or aappiness by this effort, while their
example impressed people with the serious-
ness of the Sabbath School work.

WaERE THE CrADLE RoLL Leaps

One of our ministers in a Northern Ontario
town reports the following : After an evening
meeting in the church a woman remained
to see him. She had come to the town about
a week before from a little village not far from
Toronto. Her desire was to become a
memlzer of the church and that on profession
of faith. In reply to the minister’s question
as to her reason foi such a step, the lady
replied : “Just before leaving , near
Toronto, they commenced a Cradle Roll,
and among its six or seven members were
my two little girls of three and five. We
received the certificates of membership, and
I never had so thrust upon me the duty
that I owe before God to my two little girls ;
and with His help I desire to take this step
and lead a Christian life.”
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Axp THE HoME DEPARTMENT

There is a very interesting feature in con-
nection with the Sunday School work of Rev.
J. R. Laverie, of Kilsyth, in the Owen Sound
Preshytery.

Kilsyth is about eight miles from Owen
Sound. From distances of some miles people
drive to church in the town, but their chil-
dren are unable to attend the town Sunday
School and often live too far from a country
School. Mr. Laverie found such a condition
of things to exist in one end of his field. He
attempted to start a Home Department
under the guidance of a young woman of that
district. So many desired to join it and
were willing to meet at some house, that a
meeting of the people was called. It was
decided to start a School. Five persons
volunteered to teach. The consent of the
public school trustees was secured to use the
school building. This Sunday School has
been going since last May, with an average
of 40 persons, 7 or 8 being in the Bible Class.

Knox College, Toronto

S

The Christmas Spirit
By A Primary Teacher

All through the month of December plan
to have the exercises in the Primary depart-
ment take on a Christmas tone. The special
Christmas hymns that are taught should be
well taught,—spoken distinctly line by line
by the teacher, and repeated in the same way
by the class, until she is sure they have every
word correctly.

If these hymns are printed on large sheets
of white cotton, they can be preserved and
perhaps exchanged next year with another
Sunday School. A bright hued flower, or a
picture suggested by the words of the hymn,
can be easily drawn in the margin of the song-
sheet and will help to fix the attention.

Then, when the Sabbath comes that the
Christmas Lesson is to be given, be ready for
it. Let it be the best Lesson the teacher
knows how to give. Remember that the
story, though familidr to adults, is new to
many of the little folk. Tell the story in the
most interesting way possible, and picture
it so that they ¢an almost see Mary and
Joseph starting out from their home in




1912

Nazareth on their way to Bethlehem.
why they had to go there: and it will interest
them to know how they traveled. Tell of
the difficulty they had to get a room in Beth-
lehem, and in what building they at last
found shelter. And while they rested, how
the shepherds on the hillside heard heavenly
music, received a message from the angels,
and went at once to the little town where
‘“they found the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.” This was the
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Tell of the three wise men coming from
far away, on their long journey, following the
star till it rested over where the young child
was. Then entering, how they fell down
before Him offering their gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.

The Lesson will not be complete unless we
can impress the thought of helping to make
others happy. Gifts for children lying sick
in hospitals, or gifts for poor missions, will
emphasize the thought that it is more blessed
to give than to receive.” In this way children,
even the smallest, can share in the joy felt
all over Christendom at this time, for the gift
of the Christ-child.

As a souvenir of the Lesson, pictures of
the three wise men on their camels, following
a star which sheds rays of light, might be
given to each scholar., These pictures can be
prepared ahead of time by the teacher. If
cut out of dark paper and mounted on card-
board, they do not take long to make. Wilde
or Perry pictures showing scenes in the life of

Every officer, teacher and scholar a total
abstainer and a worker for the destruction
of the liquor traffic ; in every School a {em-
perance superintendent, who shall plan and
direct specific temperance work in coopera-
tion with pastor, superintendent, officers,
department superintendents, teachers and
parents,—is the announced programme of the
International Sunday School Association’s
Temperance Committee.

Already every Province of the Dominion
and almost every State in the American

How the Work Goes On

Tell o the boy Jesus, may be purchased at little

HOW THE WORK GOES ON
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cost, and as a reminder of the Lesson are
valuable.

Y
A New Step in the Home Department

A step in advance has been made by the
International Sunday School Association in
providing two grades in the Home Depart-
ment—Grade B enlisting members, as here-
tofore, to promise to study the Sunday
School Lesson for at least hal® an hour each
week, and Grade A embracing the same re-
quirement, but in addition, the engagement
to undertake family worship in the home,
including at least the reading of God’s Word
and prayer. It is suggested that, in case
any one should not feel competent to engage
in extemporaneous prayer, a written prayer
might be used, for a time at least. There are
several books of written prayers readily avail-
able—our own church has for some time past
had a committee at work in the preparation
of such a book.

The proposal of the International Associa-
tion in this matter is an excellent and timely
one. It originated mainly with Mr. Wm.
Hamilton, of Toronto, who is the Chairman
of the Home and Visitation Committee of
the International Association.

Following the Icad of this new plan, we
shall shortly issue Home Department Mem-
bership Certificates designating whether
the member belongs to Grade A or Grade B.

We wish the new departure wide and large
success.

Union, is represented in the list of over 400
who have made their deposits for membership
in the Zurich World's Sunday School Conven-
tion Tours for next July.

Great Britain will send 450 delegates and
the continent of Europe, 500 more. The
Convention, vaich is the seventh World’s
Sunday School Convention, bids fair to be a
very large and influential gathering of
Sunday School workers.

The Sunday School Banner gives an ac-
count of an impressive Installation Service
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held recently in connection with Mounte
Pleasant Sunday School, Vancouver, B.C,,
the occasion being the installation of the offi-
cers and teachers for the next year. The
whole of the Sabbath morning service was
devoted to this interesting service. The
officers and teachers were publicly pledged
at the Communion rail to their various duties.

Rev. J. C. Robertson, our General Secre-
tary for Sabbath Schools and Young People’s
Sccieties, writes : “It may be of interest to
the smaller Schools, and it certainly ought to
be to the larger ones, that the little Presby-
terian Sabbath School at Doaktown, N.B., has
fulfilled all the requirements of the Standard
of Excellence. The explanation is found
mainly in the very enthusiastic way in which
the student missionary in charge during the
past summer, Mr. Chester A. M. Earle, went
about thiswork. Most of the conditions had
been fulfilled when he took up the work in
the spring. Then a Teacher Training Class
was started, and one by one the other require-
ments, until before the middle of the summer
the complete standard had been reached.
It is all the more commendable in view of the
fact that this was one of six preaching places
to be supplied during the summer months,
and it is a very good illustration of ‘“‘where
there is a will there is a way.”

The Synod of Toronto and Kingston at its
meeting in October adopted recommendations
emphasizing the urgent importance of reli-
gious education in the home, the formation
of a Sunday School and Young People’s
Society in connection with every preaching
place, and that all Sunday Schools and
Young People’s Societies should aim to reach
the standards of excellence approved by the
General Assembly Committee. The Synod
also instructed its committees on Sunday
Schools and Young People’s Societies to visit
all the Presbyteries within its bounds, with a
view to urge upon them the carrying out of
these resolutions by addresses to the congre-
gations from the pastors upon religious educa-
tion in the home, by visitation of congre-
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tions or groups of congregations, by co-
operation in summer schools, or as may be
otherwise arranged.

The figures given below show the substan-
tial increase in membership of the Pocket
Testament League in Canada. The figures
are up to August 1, 1912,

Presbyterian Branch................ 7,688
Methodist Branch... .. .. el T o 4,735
AU AN .« a1 ¢ ot P e niey 3,840
Baptist Branch. ........ e 1,675
Evangelican Association............. 2,108
Congregational Association.......... 876
Other Denominations, Colleges, Y.M.
GRS e os0s Wy | s o 4,078
Ratinatad Sobal. .o i vuinnoniien 25,000
Total No. of Branches ............. 444

We find that :

(1) Generally speaking, 609, of our members
are between the ages of eight and twenty.

(2) Fully 56% of our members are girls
and women.

(3) Out of our 444 Local Secretaries, 223
are boys and men, and 221 girls and women.

(4) Organization work is now proceeding
in about two hundred places apart from those
mentioned above.

(5) Situation of Branches : Ontario 358 ;
Alberta 18 ; Manitoba 17 ; Saskatchewan
15; Quebec 10; Nova Scotia 9 ; British
Columbia 5; New Brunswick 2; Prince
Edward Island 1 ; Newfoundland 9 ; total 444.

An American correspondent gives the
British Weekly the following description of
a “Combination Service” of church and
Sunday School, which is wrought out well in
his congregation. It is practically what is
done in many of our rural churches ; but
some such combination ought to be much
more common than it is in town and city, as
well,

“Church and Sunday School meet together
at 10.30 a.m., the regular hour of morning
worship. The service is somewhat abbre-
viated, giving thirty minutes for opening
exercises, hymn, prayer, anthem, scripture
reading and offering, and thirty minutes for
the sermon. After the sermon we sing a

_—

o



1912

hymn, and then go into classes for thirty
minutes of Bible Study, and have ten minutes
for closing exercises in departments.

“Our people are delighted with the plan.
It brings the children to the morning worship,
and they enjoy it, and it brings parents to the

Our Sunday School Periodicals, 1913
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Sunday School, and they wonder why they
didn’t come before.

“To recognize the Sunday School in the
opening service, I have the superintendent
of the School lead in the responsive scripture
rzading.”

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL PERIODICALS, 1913

TEACHERS MONTHLY
Single copies, per year, each
Two or more copies to one address, per year,

THE PATHFINDER (Monthly)
A Bible Class and Young People's Societies
Magazine (Continuing the Bible Class Mag-
asine)
Single copies, per year, each
Two or more copies to one address, per year,

HOME STUDY QUARTERLY
Bingle copies, per year, each

Five or more copies to one address, per year,
S S P 0.14

INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY
Bingle copies, per year, each
Five or more copies to one address, per year,
BRI 4404205050400 A 60 SRS IR EREIRSS 0.14

PRIMARY QUARTERLY
Single copies, per year, each
Five or more copies to one address, per year
S o5 seannsrsnusEss R R RIS AN 0.14

HOME STUDY LEAFLET
(For each week, mailed monthly)
Five or more copies to one address, per year
OO 52050460 vev..7 cents ; 20. per Quarter
INTERMEDIATE LEAFLET
(For each week, mailed monthly)
Five or more copies to one address, per year,
7 cents ; 2¢. per Quarter

PRIMARY LEAFLET
(For each week, mailed monthly)
Five or more copies to one address, per year,
7 cents ; 2¢. per Quarter
EAST AND WEST (Weekly)

Single copies, per year, each
Two or more copies to one address, per year

(May begin with any date)

THE KING'S OWN (Weekly)
Single copies, per year, each
Five or more copies to one address, per year,
R PPN 0.30
(May begin with any month)

JEWELS

Single copies, per year, each
Five or more copies to one address, per year,
OROR: csiessvnevensasnstisvasssssvae 0.25
(May begin with any month)

COLORED LESSON PICTURE ROLL
(Providence Roll)

COLORED LESSON PICTURE CAR™.
(Corresponding to Roll)

Per quarter, each
(Includ

Lesson Calendar : Fourth Quarter

October
October
October
October
November
November
November
November
December
December
December
December
December

Jesus Walking on the Sea. Mark 6 : 45-56.

Clean and Unclean. Mark 7: 1-13.

Mission to the Gentiles. Mark 7 : 24-30 ; Matt. 8 : 5-13.
Wanderings in Decapolid. Mark 7 : 31 to 8 : 10.

The Sign and the Leaven.
World’s Temperance Sunday. Hosea, ch. 7.
The Great Question.
The Transfiguration.
The Lunatic Boy. Mark 9 : 14-29.
The Child in the Midst.
Forgiveness. Matthew 18 : 21-35.

For and Against Him. Luke 9 : 49-62.

Mark 8 : 11-26.

Mark 8: 27 to 9: 1.
Mark 9: 2-13.

Matthew 18 : 1-14.
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RESULTS OF TEACHER TRAINING EXA'MINATIONS

The following have successfully passed the Teacher Training Examinations, and have recsived Cer-
tificates and Diplomas from the office of Rev. J. C. Robertson, General Secretary for Sabbath Schools
and Young People’s Societies, Toronto, in the First Standard and Advanced Standard Teacher Train-
ing Courses, respectively :

For THE QUARTER ENDING SEPTEMBER, 1912

I. Fimsr StANpARD COURSE.
P Glenholme, N. 8.—Rev. G. A. Logan, Minister. New Testament : Lillian M. Putnan. Pupil : Rena B.
ohnson.
De Bert Station, N. 8.—Rev. G. A. Logan, Minister. Teacher : Mrs. Alex. Cottam, Annie SBtevens,

" Grand River, N. 8.—Rev. ). MacDonald, Minister. Pupil, Teacher : Mary H. Kemp, Rev. D. MacDon-
ald.

Rezton, N. B—~Rev. A. D. Archibald, Minister. New Testament : Robt. H. Scott.
Milford Station, N. 8. —Pupil, 8chool : Irene Logan. Diploma—Irene Logan.

Pembroke, OM—RAV W. J. Knox, Minister. Teacher : Helen J. Sparling, Gladys Willison, Margaret
MecGaughey, Nora C Jennie Stewart.

Ont.—Rev. H. Matheson, Minister. School : Zella Bell, Mabel Anderson, L. Pearl Muirhead, Ella
Andemon, Mary E. Duncan.

U bridge, Ont.—Rev. J. R. Fraser, Minister. New Testament : Ethel M. Wren, R. F. Willis, Jean Walker ,
Hughiua J. A. Gould, Annie K. Smith, Mrs. R. F. Willis, Mabel E. Clark, Mrs. R. A. Hutchison.

Caledon East, Ont.—School : Pearl Perdue.
Roslin, Ont.—Rev. H. G. Steers, Minister. Pupil, School : Mrs. Steers.

Bulwood, Ont.—Rev. D. D. McDonald, Minister. New Testament : r&ncaa Cheyne. Violet Black, Bella
Townsend, Alida M. Bayne, Mrs. Martha MecClanahan, Elisabeth Simpson, Bayne.

- ﬂrumu. Ont.—Rev. A. Sifton, Minister. New Testament : Mrs. H. T. Roberts, Andrew Sinclair, Tessie
ine .

Ellesmere, Ont.—Mrs. B. Carnaghan, Instructor. New Testament : Marie E. Forfar, Mnrgmi M. Forfar,
Mary A. Galbraith. Teacher : Mary A. Galbraith,

Vankleek Hill, Ont~~Rev. C. A. Ferguson, Minister. Teacher : Mara C. McGillivray, Jessie MaclIntosh,
Mrs. A. Clark McPhee, Norman C. McPhee, C. A A. Ferguson, Wm. Morley Shurtleff.

Kenora, Ont.—Rev. F. T. Dodds, Minister. New Testament : Mrs, C. C. Kay, Ethel M. Wright, Ethel
O'Bannon.

Sonya, Ont.—Rev. H. N. Konkle, Minister. New Testament : Jas. Watson, Bessie M. McPhaden. Teacher :
Bessie M. McPhaden.

Avenue Rd., Toronto.—Miss G. Gardner, Instructor. New Testament : Jean E. Walker.
Burnbrae, Ont.—Rev. J. E. Smith, Minister. New Testament : Pearl Donald, J. A. Murray.

Metz, Ont.—Rev. Jas. McCrea, Minister. Teacher : Mrs. Wm. Short, Mrs. J. McCrea, Jean M. Spence,
Ella Howes, Cora Howes.

Brighton, Ont.—Rev. A, K. McLeod, Minister. Teacher : B. C. H. Becker.

Winnipeg, Man.—Rw. W. A, Maclean, Minister. Pupil : Mary Patterson, Margaret Mitchell, Isabel J.
Cross, Hilma Anderson, Violet Anderson.

Regina, Sask.—Rev. W. A. Guy, Minister. New Testament, Teacher : W. H. Lockerbie, Grace T. Guy.

Oyen, Alta—Rev. Mr. Steele, Minister. Old Testament : Grace C. Bray, Jean M. Bray. New Testament :
Grace C. Bray.

II. Apvancep StaNparp COURSE.
Melrose, Ont.—Rev. A. E. Cameron, Minister. One to Twenty-One : Mrs. A. E. Cameron, Mrs. Harry Hill,
North Pelham, Ont.—Rev. P. Reith, Minister. Missions : Jennie Balfour. Diploma—Jennie Balfour.

- Martintown, Ont.—Rev. J. B. MacLeod, Minister. One to Twenty-One : Florence Blackwood, Edna M.
‘ownie.

Caledon East, Ont.—~Books of Old Testament : Mary C. MacKinnon. Teacher and School : Christina I.
Cranstown,

Pernlee, Ont.—Rev. J. New, Minister. Life aud Times of Christ, Missions : Margaret Edmonds.

Kippen, Ont.—Rev. J. Richardson, Minister. Life and Times of Christ : Amarantha MoGregor, Myrtle
McLean, Mu;one Meclver.

Mafatt, Bask.—Life and Times of Christ : Emma A. Coles.

nl—nonmuculucmmuonwlubohou thommmnoumbn Information may
be had from Rev. J. O. Robertson, 830 Confeueration Life Building, Toron
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Lesson IX.
Mark 9 : 14-29,

GOLDEN TEXT—And "esus said unto him, Ifkthou canst |

The Lunatic Boy

THE LUNATIC BOY
Read Matthew 17 : 14-21; Luke 9 : 37-42.

573
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*Commit to memory vs. 28, 29.
All things are possible to him that believeth.—

Mark ¢ : 23 (Rev. Ver.).

14 And when ! he came to 2 his disciples, ! he saw
a great multitude about them, and *the scribes
questioning with them.

15 And straightway all the ¢ people, when they
S beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to
him saluted him,

16 And he asked ¢ the scribes, What question ye
with them ?

17 And one of the multitude answered 7 and said,
Master, I ® have brought unto thee my son, which
hath a dumb spirit ;

18 And wheresoever ® he taketh him, ' he teareth
him : and he foameth, and U gnashesh with his
teeth, and pineth away : and I spake to thy disciples
that they should cast ® him out; and they 2 could

not,

19 ¥ He answereth him, and saith, O faithless
generation, how long shall I be with you ? how long
shall I ¥suffer you ! bring him unto,me.

20 And they brought him unto him : and when he
saw him, straightway the nYirit tare him ; and he
fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.

21 And he asked his father, How lonf 8 is it ago
since this came unto him ? And he said, 17 Of a child.

Revised Version—! they ; 2the; *Omit the ; ‘multitude ; Ssaw ; ®them ; 7him,
U grindeth his ;

have ; %it; 10it dasheth him down ;

22 And ofttimes it bath cast him '%into the fire.
and into the waters, to destroy him : but if thou
gn?u do any thing, have compassion on us, and

elp us.

23 19 Je'sus said unto him, If thou canst 2° believe,
all things are possible to him that believeth,

24 2 And straightway the father of the child cried
out, and said # with tears, Lord, I believe ; help
thou mine unbelief,

25 #® When Je'sus saw that ¥ the people came
running together, he rebuked the * foul spirit, saying
unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I 2 charge
thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him,

26 And ? the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and
came out of him : and he was as one dead ; insomuch
that 28 many said, He is dead.

27 But Je'sus took him by the hand, and ?° lifted
him up ; and he arose.

28 And when he was come into the house, his
diaciglea asked him privately, 3 Why could not we
cast him out ?

29 And Le said onto them, This kind can come
3 forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.
Master ; * Omit
2 were not able ; ¥ And he answereth them and ;

W bear with ; ¥ grievously ; '8 time is it since this hath come unto ; 7 From ; '8 both into ; % And Jesus ;

20 Omit believe ; 2 Omit And ; 2 Omit three words ; ® And
cried out, and torn him much he came out ; and the child became as one ; 2% the more part said ;
him ; % gaying, We could not cast it out ; ® out by nothing, save by prayer (Omit and fa ‘ng).
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LESSON PLAN
I. The Lunatic Boy, 14-19.
II. His Healing, 20-27.
I The Reason Why, 28, 29.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M —The lunatic boy, Mark 9 : 14-20. T.—A dumb
devil cast out, Luke 11 : 14-23. W.—"Who maketh
the dumb 7" Ex. 4: 10-16. Th.—" According to
your faith”, Matt, 9 : 27-35. F.—"Stammerers shall
speak nl‘inli'". Isa. 32 : 1-8. S.—Effectual faith, Acts
14 : 8-18, 8.—"If Thou wilt", Mark 1 : 35-45.

Shorter Catechlsm—Ques. 36. What are the
benefits which, in this life, do accompany or flow from
justification, adoption and sanctification? A. The
benefits which, in this life, do accompany or flow
from justification, adoption, and sanctification, are,
assurance of 's love, peace of conscience, joy
in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, and persever-
ance in to the end.

The Question on Missions—9. What do the boys
do? The little boys sweep, dust and make y
carry fuel and ashes, keep lawns tidy, weed gardens
and gather roots and vegetables. The older boys in
turn, for half days, tend fires, draw, chop and saw fuel,
care for stock, work the farm,

when ; #*a multitude ; ® unclean ; 2 comamand ;

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 195 (Supplementa |
Lesson) ; 560 : 237 ; 76 (Ps. Sel.) ; 162 (from PriMARY
QUARTERLY) ; 71,

Special Scripture Reading—Heb. 11: 23-34. (To
be read ruponn’v,izly or in concert by the whole School.)
It is expected that each scholar will have his or her
Bible, and so be prepared to take part in this reading,
which may form part of the opening exercises of the
School.

Lantern Slides—For Lesson, B. 1414, The Demon-
iac Boy. For Question on Missions, H. M. 734, Steam
Ployhing Outfit Operated by the Boys of the School ;
H. M. 735, Boys and Girls of the Boarding Schoo!
Have Charge of the Gardens. (These Slides are ob-
tained from the Presbyterian Lantern Slide Depart-
ment, Weston, Ont., at $2.00 a dozen.)

Stereograph—For Lesson, Work and Play Beside
Leafy Booths at Cmsarea Philippi, Foot of Mt. Her-
mon, (Underwood & Underwood, Dept. D., 62 Adelaide
St. Eut, Toronto), set of 11 stereographs for this
Quarter's Lessons, $1.84. (Owners of 1911 material
need order only 9 new stereographs for this Quarter ;
owners of both 1910 and 1911 material need order only
8 new stereographs); four for December, 67¢.; less than
four in one order 20c. each ; stereoscopes, 85¢. (postage
%ud in all cases) Iu ordering please mention TuE

BACHERS MoNTI LY.

EXPOSITION
By Rev. Professor Daniel J. Fraser, D.D., LL.D., Montreal

Time and Place—A.D. 26 ; near the foot
of Mt. Hermon.

Connecting Links—This Lesson immed-
iately follows the last.
I. The Lunatic Boy, 14-19,

Vs. 14, 15. The scribes. They were now
following Jesus everywhere in active hostility.
Questioning with them, probably taunting

them with their failure to heal the boy (see
ch. 6 : 7) and suggesting as its cause the wan-
ing power of their Master. Greatly amazed ;
at what? (a) The radiance left by the
Transfiguration on the face of Jesus. (Com-
pare Ex. 34 :29, 30.) No evidence of this.
(b) At the suddenness and timeliness of
His appearance. Their feeling is one. of

) *The Secripture Memory Passi
here given Sabbath by Sabbath,

of the Supplemental Leaflets are recommended as a substitute for those
r recitation leads to the obtaining of a beautiful Certificate or Diploma.
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confusion and gladness, ashamed that His
name had been used in vain for the exorcism,
and delighted to see Him when His name
needed to be defended. Running. .saluted ;
with joyous welcome, forgetting all about the
scribes and their questionings, the disciples
and their discomfiture.

Vs. 16-18. He asked them (Rev. Ver.);
not the scribes or the disciples, but the crowd,
who evidently had a share in the dispute.
With them ; the disciples. One of the multi-
tude. The father of the sick boy speaks for
the crowd. Master ; teacher. Have brought.
Omit “have” (Rev. Ver.). Unio thee; not
aware of His aboence. Son..dumb spirit ;
a deaf and dumb boy, v. 25. The explana-
tion of his affliction was possession by a
demon. Wheresoever he taketh him ; where-
ever the spirit happens to seize him : inter-
mittent attacks of epilepsy. Teareth ; Rev.
Ver., “dashed him down.” Spasms, fits.
Foameth ; at the mouth. Pineth away,
literally, “withered”, same word as in ch. 3 :
1; 4: 6: the final stage of motionless
stupor. I spake to thy disciples; in the
absence of Jesus, thinking they had the
power to heal. Perhaps he had seen them
effect such cures, ch. 6 : 13,

V. 19. O faithless generation ; including
the crowd, the disciples and the seribes.
Be with you, have to do with you. “The
vtterance of a fine strung nature, weary
of the dullness, stupidity, spiritual unsuscep-
tibility, not to speak of the moral perversity,
all around Him. But we must be careful not
to read into i peevishness or urgraciousress.”
(Bruce.)

Ii. His Healing, 20-27,

Vs. 20-22. When he saw him ; when the
spirit saw Jesus. Introduction of the boy
into the presence of Jesus brought on one of
the sudden and terrible paroxysms. Of a
child ; from the time that he was quite a
little boy. Ojttimes. The seizures were fre-
quent. Fire. .waters. .destroy. The disease
took the form of a suicidal frenzy. If thou
canst do any thing ; better, “1f anyhow Thou
canst help.” Compare with ch. 1 :40. The
leper said, “If Thou wilt (which is uncertain),
Thou canst.” He had no doubt of Jesus’
power, only of His will. The father said,
“If Thou canst” (which is doubtful, for the
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case is such a difficult one, and the disciples
had been so powerless).

Vs. 23, 24. If thou canst believe. Rev. Ver.
omits “believe” : “If thou canst !” Jesus
takes the father's words and repeats them
with a touch of compassionate rebuke.
All things ; in contrast to the “any thing”
of the father's appeal. Him that believeth.
The question of His ability turns upon the
question of the father’s faith. Cried out ;
eager for the cure, but fearful of his faith.
I beliecve. He makes the most of his little
faith to ensure the benefit. Help thou mine
unbelief ; a prayer for increase of faith, with
the idea that it would make the cure complete.

Vs. 25-27. When Jesus saw..he rebuked ;
no further reason for delay, because the fath-
er's faith was sufficient : a reason for speedy
action, because the crowd was becoming
restless and excited. The people ; Rev. Ver.,
“a multitude.” The crowd was constantly
increasing, so becoming “a (new) multi-
tude.” I charge thee ; with emphasis on the
“1.” Enter no more; the essential point
in the cure of an intermittent possession.
The evil spirit left him after each attack, but
returned again. Cried. .rent..as one dead ;
a final fit, producing utter exhaustion. By
the hand. Compare chs. 1:31; 5:41.
He arose ; a complete cure. See Matt. 17 :
18 ; Luke 9 : 42.

I11. The Reason Why, 28, 29.

Vs. 28, 29. Into the house ; He was now
alone with the disciples. Why could not ;
Rev. Ver., “we could not”, implying the
question “why ?”  This kind; this sort
of possession—of demons. Buwt by pray-
er. In such aggravated cases nothing avails
but prayer, that is, a believing sppeal to the
almighty power of God. Of course, prayer
that involves faith (Matt. 17 : 20) is necessary
in all cases, both in healer and healed ; but
certain aggravated cases require a special
sense of dependence and trust. In this case,
it was lacking in both the father and the
disciples. And fasting. The Rev. Ver.
omits. Itisalater ascetic addition to the text.

Light from the East
By Rev. James Ross, D.D., London, Ont.
WaLLowep—The cry, convulsion, falling
any place, foaming, grinding the teeth, in-
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dicate that this was a case of epilepsy, al-
though not of that alone ; but the disease
appears to have been the ground on which
the greater evil was superinduced. Twenty-
five per cent. of epileptics have their first
attack before their tenth year and twelve
per cent. during the first three years of life.
The wasting away is also an occasional fea-
ture of the disease where the seizures are very
frequent. The opinion that there was noth-
ing but epilepsy in this case is contradicted
by the words of Jesus not only to the patient,
but to His disciples when they were alone.
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The possession was owing to the weakering
of the personality by disease, and the dumb-
ness was the result of the possession, for Jesus
had already cured one case of dumbness
which was not attributed to possession.
None of our Lord's miracles excited so much
admiration as those wrought upon the deaf
and dumb, because of old this affliction cut
men off from intercourse with others more
than blindness did, and the moment speech
and hearing were restored the results were
most manifest to everyone.

APPLICATION
By Rev. J. W. Macmillan, D.D., Halifax, N. S.

Scribes questioning, v. 14. These nine dis-
ciples were having a bad time of it. The
scribes were round them like a pack of
wolves. The bold Peter was
away. The Sons of Thunder
were away. Worst of all, Jesus
was away. Yet it was a good day for the
nine. They were being tortured into strength
by the taunts of the scribes. Each of these
men was destined to go out alone to the
ends of the world, preaching the gospel.
He was learning now how it feels when one
has to speak up for himself. Let us learn
that lesson. A prince of God’s household
should be afraid of nothing. An old legend
relates that the mother eagle, as soon as
her eaglets open their eyes, drags them into
the sunlight, and if one of them blinks or
turns away from the blazing rays, she re-
lentlessly pushes him over the cliffi. Well,
God is not such a mother, but we ought to
be such nurslings. Nobody ever frightened
Jesus. Nobody should ever frighten us.

They were not able (Rev. Ver.),v. 13. Ah,
the shame of it! And their discomfiture
s0 public, too! And, saddest of all, their
Master seemed involved in the
disgrace, for they had used His
name to exorcise the evil
spirit. Lord Beaconsfield spoke of the
“hell of failure.” Many an intrepid warrior
for truth has sunk his head on his hands and
bitterly groaned when he has seen his strong-
est efforts defeated. There is a worse hell
than failure, however. It is the hell of not
trying. It may not have so sharp a pain,

Tortured into
Strength

The Hell of
Failure

but it has a deeper degradation. These be-
wildered and discomfited disciples are a
nobler band than the jeering scribes, or even
the curious multitude. It is better to have
tried and failed than never to have tried at all.
The worst disaster is not defeat. And, after
all, you will not be defeated. In Christ’s
war there may be delay, distress, disappoint-
ment, but never defeat.

If thou canst! (Rev. Ver.),v. 23. Itis not
an uncommon thing for men to blame their
blunders on God. One does it by ascribing

his bad habits to heredity.
Blaming God He says that they were born

in him. Whereas a habit is not
a thing that can be born in a person. Bad
habits come by repetition of bad acts. An-
other puts the load of his misdeeds on tempta-
tion. He implies that God exposed him to
such a storm of enticement and captivation
that it was impossible for his virtue to survive.
God tempts nobody. Another puts it on
religion. His parents made him go to church
too much when he was a child. Or he knows
some hypocrite in the congregation. Or the
sermons are too long. Or the music is poor.
What captious and thankless creatures we
are. We need to hear Christ’s emp..asis on
the “thou.” The fault is in ourselves.

I believe ; help thou mine unbelief, v. 24.
This man felt as if his faith were one lone
swimmer in the ocean of unbelief. ~ What

chance for it ? Yet it is there,
the living miracle in the midst
of wide death. It is a great
thing to have any faith at all. It is wonder-
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ful what a mere speck of faith can accom-
plish. Such a morsel of faith as this man
had saved his son. Jesus told His disciples
that if they had faith as big as a tiny mustard
seed they could remove mountains. (How
many machines and navvies does it take to
move a mountain ?) It is much easier to
have desire in God than faith in God. To
actually put trust in God, that is rare and
hard and splendid. The sun sets, and we
believe that he will rise, and so we go to
bed full of plans for the morning. Do we
ever count on God like that ? Do we believe
that the best road out of difficulty is to tell
the truth ? That is the way of faith. Do we
believe that we are happier in giving than in
receiving ? That is another way of faith.
Most of us might be proud to be able to pray
this prayer.

Save by prayer (Rev. Ver.), v. 29. There
ie far more evidence of the efficacy of prayer
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than there is of the efficacy of gunpowder.
For gunpowder has been in
use for only a few centuries,
while prayer is as old as the
human race. And, if you can find witnesses
to testify that gunpowder does things, you
can find many more witnesses to testify that
prayer does things. The General Confession
of the Church of England Prayer Book (of
Presbyterian origin, by the way) has played
a larger part in the life of the English people
than any weapon or mechanical invention in
England. The Twenty-third Psalm has had
an enormous influence on the world. So has
“Jesus Lover of My Soul.” People who pray
do wonderful things which prayerless people
cannot do. And the last unanswerable
argument for prayer is this : Jesus prayed.
He knew the power of prayer and used it.

Prayer and
Gunpowder

THE LESSON GRADED

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes
By Rev. W. H. Smith, Ph.D., Fredericton, N.B.

Take some time in getting the situation
before the class, calling attention to the pre-
sence of the demon possessed boy, the failure
of the disciples of Jesus to heal him (compare
Mark 6 :7, 13), the effort of the scribes to
discredit them in the eyes of the public,
and the evident confusion of the disciples.
Get the class to discuss :

1. The arrival of the Master. Bring out :
(a) The astonishment of the people. Dwell
on the word “utterly amazed”, in Greek,—
used only three times in the New Testament.
(See Mark 14 :33 and 16 : 5.) Discuss the
two explanations, the radiance of the Trans-
figuration (see Ex. 34 :29, 30) and the joy
of the people at His timely appearance.
(b) His searching question to the people.
Take up the father’s story as the reply,
especially impressing the fact that he came
expecting to see Jesus, and in His absence
had appealed to the disciples, and they had
failed. It was a case of the real value of the
disciples’ mission to the needy.

2. The Master's trealment of the case. As

this involves several elements, call for each
separately : (a) The main difficulty was
unbelief, in which the scribes, the multitude
and the disciples were all involved. Bring
out Jesus’ disappointment that, after all
His words and healing, they still remained
faithless. The absence of faith was seen in
the unspiritual atmosphere. The discussion
had been about the ability of the disciples
instead of an appeal to Jesus’ power. Turn
to this age, and consider its characteristic
emphasis. Is it faith in God, or confidence
in man’s ability ? (b) Jesus’ special treat-
ment of the father’s faith. Note the ques-
tions He asked, the sympathy elicited, the
growing hope of the father in Jesus, and the
final appeal of Jesus to the father’s faith.
Bring out the father’s difficulty, which was
the ability of Jesus. Also bring out Jesus’
difficulty, which was the father’s faith. (c)
The victory of faith and the healing of the
boy. See Matthew and Luke for other de-
tails. 1t is well to pause, and have the class
grasp the full meaning of the place faith had
in Jesus’ healing ministry. Discuss the same
possibilities for the life of the present.

3. The heart of failure and success, vs.
28, 20. Now turn to the main question as
to the failure of the disciples. Take up
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Mark’s report of Jesus’ answer, prayer.
Turn to Matthew who reports it as faith.
Unite these for Jesus’ full teaching. They
failed in that faith which by prayer continues
in fellowship with the Master. As they
had cast out demons before and failed now,
seek the reason for it. The lesson to enforce
is that the faith which leads to prayer and
fellowship, alone can be the medium through
which divine power can work. The question
of success in spiritual work is the question
of faith in Jesus’ Person and plan.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars
By Rev. A. Wylie Mahon, B.D., 8t. Andrews, N.B.

It will be well to introduce this Lesson
by a short review of last week’s Lesson.
How many of the disciples went with Jesus
to ‘the Mount? Why were these three
taken ? Is there anything to indicate that
the others may have felt slightly aggrieved at
being left behind ? In some way they were
weakened and were not capable of doing
what they had been able to do in the past.
The slightest touch of jealousy takes the
spiritual strength out of any one. Our
Lesson to-day weveals the condition of
things on the plain when Jesus and the three
disciples came down from the Mount after
the Transfiguration.

1. A, Perplexing Failure, vs. 14-18. Ask
one of the scholars to describe the scene
which Jesus witnessed when He came down
from the Mount. What effect did the pre-
sence of Jesus have upon the multitude ?
(V. 15.) Why were they amazed?  (See
Exposition.) What question dig Jesus ask ?
(V. 16.) What answer did He get to this
question ? (Vs. 17, 18.) Jesus was not long
in finding out that the cause of the excite-
ment was the failure of the disciples to effect
a cure. Remind the class that there are
some perplexing failures in every life. We
cannot always understand why we cannot do
what we want to do. We want to help some
one to do better, and we work and pray with
all our might, but we do not succeed. What
does it all mean ? Some day we shall know.

2. A Complete Cure, vs. 19-27. Note the
tone of disappointment in the voice of Jesus,
v. 19. Is there anything here to indicate
that the nine who had been left on the plain
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had allowed some evil thing to weaken their
faith? What was the condition' of the
lunatic boy when brought to Jesus ? (V. 20.)
He had one of his worst spells. Question
out the particulars of Christ’s interview with
the father of the boy,—about how long had
the boy been afflicted in this way, and what
forms the trouble had taken, the father’s
little faith, and Christ’s method of strength-
ening it. Remind the class how often this
father’s tearful cry has voiced the experiences
of troubled souls. This was a bad case, but
no case is toe bad for Jesus to cure.

3. A Satisfactory Ezxplanation, vs. 28, 29.
Does this imply that the nine might have
succeeded if they had spent the night in
prayer. Impress upon the class that a good
many of our failures to do good are the re-
sult of too little prayer.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
By Rev. M, B. Davidson, M.A,, Toronto

Begin by reminding the class of the con-
trast between the scene on the Mount of
Transfiguration, and the scene upon the plain
as given in the Lesson. Have we any reason
suggested to us here why it would have been
a mistake if Peter's request in last day’s
Lesson (Mark 9 :5,6) had been granted ?
Impress the thought that after every great
spiritual experience, there is some practical
duty waiting to be done. Now take up the
Lesson under three heads :

1. A case of need, vs. 14-19. Imagine the
triumph of the seribes at the failure of the
disciples. Do we ever welcome the failure
of some good cause because we do not happen
to like some person connected with it ?
Notice the difference which Jesus’ arrival
makes. He immediately becomes the centre
of attraction. Take up in some detail the
awful case of the lunatic boy, as it is de-
scribed by his father in vs. 17, 18. For
other instances of dumbness accompanying
demon-possession, ask the ‘scholars to read
Matthew 9:32; 12:22. What. is Christ’s
feeling when He hears of the failure of His
nine disciples ? His words of disappoint-
ment are not addressed to the father (see
Revised Version), but to the disciples.

2. A complete cure, vs. 20-27. Why does
Jesus question the father about this boy ?
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Probably His question is just that of a person
sympathetically interested. It has probably
no bearing upon the case. Bring out the
earnest nature of the father’s request in v.
22. That is real prayer ! The man’s faith,
which may have been quite strong when he
brought the boy to be cured, had no doubt
received a set-back through the failure of the
disciples. Are we ever responsible for
weakening the faith'of others ? Notice that
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the cure is to be a complete one, the evil
spirit is to “enter no more into him.”

3 The secret of failure, vs. 28, 29. The
disciplcs feel keenly the sense of failure. Is
it a good thing to do so ? It is, if we thus
learn the secret of our failure. In the dis-
ciples' case it was lack of prayer, implying
a lack of faith. Ask the scholars to think of
their own failures. Can we ascribe any of
them to the lack of prayer ?

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

It seems quite likely
that the place where,
as Mark says, “He
came to His disciples”
and found the crowd
of people, was at the
town of Cesarea Phil-
ippi. Refer to the map,
and notice where the
encircled number 45
is attached to an arrow
pointing to the village.
It means that to-day
we shall visit a spot in-
side the village. You
find yourself stand-
ing on a flat house-
roof where two women
neighbors are talking,
while one of them is
doinga bit of her house-
work. Syrian people
often use their roefs as
if they were porches.

Notice the children
especially. They are
just common village
children, not particu-
larly attractive except

AP PATENT BO. 656569 BY UNDCAWOQD & UNDERWOOD,
PAT'D IN GREAT BAITAIN,

to their own parents.
The cheap cotton
clothes that they wear
are of much the same
sort as the clothes worn
by the unfortunate boy
whose father brought
him to the disciples.

The housekeepers
here have nothing like
our Canadian ranges,
or cook-stoves. When
they have vegetables
or meat to boil, they
build # fire inside a low
fence of small stones
and set the kettle over
it. It would be only
too easy for the sick
boy to fall into or
against such an open
fire and get burned

To see the village
people for yourself, use
a stereograph entitled,
Work and Play Beside
Leafy Booths at Ce-
sarea Philippi, Foot of
Mt. Hermon.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found furt'ier assisi-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points
By Rev. M. B. Davidson, M.A.

When we get even a glimpse of Jesus'
glory, wonder will fill our souls. v. 15.

The world looks to Christians to represent
their Master. v. 18,

Some men doubt the willingness, others
doubt the power, of God. v. 22.

It is our lack of faith which hinders the
beneficent action of God. v. 23.

“O help us, through the prayer of faith

More firmly to believe.” v. 24.

Christ's cures are permanent. v. 25.

“More things are wrought by prayer than
this world dreams of.” v. 29.
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Something to Look Up
[Frcm the ISTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY AND LEAFLET.)

1. The Israelites could not enter into the
Prcmised Land because of unbelief. Where
does Paul say this ?

2. John writes in one of his Epistles that
faith is the victory that overcomes the world.
Where are the words found ?

ANSWERS, Lesson VIII.—(1) Ex. 34 : 29,
30. (2) Isaiah ; Isa. 53 :3.

For Discussion
[From the Home Stupy QUARTERLY AND LEAFLET.]
1. Faith in Christ, and s.cvice of Christ—
their relation the one to the other.
2. How much should faith leave for God
todo?

Prove from Scripture
That Jesus can save to the uttermost.

The Catechism

Ques. 36. Gospel riches. In this question
we have a list of the blessings provided for the
believer in the gospel. Three of them have
already been described—justification, adop-
tion, and sanctification. ~Those who have
these, will surely at some time and in some
measure, have the others. And how precious
they are! To be sure that God loves be-
cause He has given His own Son to redeem us;
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to be able to answer to the accusations of con-
science that Christ's righteousness is ours ;
to have joy in the strength and guidance of the
Holy Ghost ; and to be confident that God
will complete the good work begun in us—
this is indeed a rich inheritance.

The Question on Missions

By Rev. W. W. McLaren, M.A., Birtle, Man.

Ques. 9. What work do the boys do?
The younger boys go to school the full day
and perform the lighter tasks about the
school, barns and farm. They sweep floors,
dust and make beds, carry ashes and fuel,
pile wood, carry water, keep the lawns tidy,
and weed the gardens, and gather up the
roots and vegetables in the fall. The older
boys do all the heavier work under a farm
instructor and gardener. They attend to the
fires, make repairs in fences, buildings and
other equipment, chop, saw and split the
wood, team all fuel and other things re-
quired about the school, hoe the gardens and
root crops, store or market all farm pro-
ducts, care for stock and do all the work
incidental to sowing, maturing, harvesting
and threshing upon a farm. At least five
hours a day are thus spent by the older boys
during most of the year. They thus give a
full return for the free instruction given
them.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
By Mrs. Jessie Munro Johnston

Lesson Subject—The Worker, Jesus, and the lunatic boy.
Introduction—We have had a Lesson telling of Jesus’ kindness to a deaf and dumb man,

and to a'blind man. Let us all

FA) TH tow do
womderjyl TWings

touch our eyes and repeat,
“Two little eyes to look to God.”
Touch your ears and repeat,
“Two lttle ears to hear His
word.” Now can you tell me
where is the thinking part of
the body? All clasp hands
across forehead (outline a face).
Inside our head is our brain (with
our brain we can think about
God). Ii the brain becomes sick
or diseased, that is very sad, for
then people cannot think and talk
as they should and they become
crazy, silly, insane or lunatic.
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Lesson—Our Lesson story is about a young
boy who had a disease which caused his
brain to become sick and he became a lunatic.
His disease was very troublesome and made
him act in a very wild way. His father and
mother and friends were sad, we may be sure,
and had tried in every way to cure their boy.
When they heard of this wonderful Jesus
who could cure all sorts of diseases, they ha~
stened to bring the boy to Him (vs. 20-22).

Golden Text—Let us repeat Jesus’ words
to the father of the boy (our Golden Text),
and we'll also repeat the father’s reply to
Jesus. Jesus cast out the evil spirit and the
boy’s brain was able to think and his body
got strong and well. He was cured.

Faith in God—Can little ones have faith in
God ? Faith can do wonderful things.

Faith Killed a Giant—Do you remember the
story of the young shepherd lad, David ?
He had faith in God, and with his sling and
little stone, by God’s help, went out and
killed the giant Goliath. Tell the story (1
Sam. 17 :8-10). David believed that God
would make his siing able to kill his big
enemy (1 Sam. 17 45). God always helps
those who have faith in Him.

Faith Built a Church—A story is told of a
little lad who heard the older people talking
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about building a church, but they were
afraid to go at it. They thought they would
not be able to get money enough to buy
bricks, ete. Little Joe knew where there
were some bricks left over from ' uilding their
house, a nice little pile of them. One day the
minister was surprised to see Joe with his
little wheelbarrow full of bricks, standing at
his door. “Here, minister, come quick,
here’s the first load of brick for the new
church”, called Joe. “I'm sure God'll
send the men along with some more.” And
sure enough He did. When the men heard
about little Joe’s load of bricks they all
went to work with a will and soon the new
church was built. You see what Joe’s faith
in God did.
Two Verses on Faith—

“If I come to Jesus,
He will hear my prayer,
For He loves me dearly,
And my sins did bear.

“If I come to Jesus,
He will take my hand,
He will kindly lead me
To a better land.”
Flag—Jesus aANDp THE LunaTtic Boy.
Something to Think About—Faith can do
wonderful things.

FROM THE PLATFORM
By Rev. M. B. Davidson, M.A.

UNBELIEF
CANT

BELIEF
CAN

Draw a line down the centre of the board. On the left hand side print UnseLier Can’r,

Picture the scene at the foot of the mountain.

What was the trouble? (Vs.17,18.) What was

the cause of the trouble ? Lack of faith. Emphasize the lesson that it is this lack of faith
which is always printing the word “can’t” across our religious life. We can’t have peace of
mind, we can’t overcome temptation, we can’t serve God and our fellows. Why ? Because
of unbelief. Now bring out the fact that it was not enough for the disciples to have faith.
It was also necessary for the man who wanted his son cured to have faith.  When he shows
his faith, even a little faith, Jesus is able to cure the boy. Print on right-hand side of board
Bruier CaN. To which side of the board do we belong ?
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Lesson X.
Matthew 18 : 1-14.

The Child in the Midst

THE CHILD IN THE MIDST
Read Mark 9 : 33-37 ; Luke 9 : 46-48.

~

¥
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December 8, 1912
Commit to memory vs. 2, 3.

GOLDEN TEXT—In heaven their angels do always bsehold the face of my father which is in heaven.—~Matthew

1 1At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus,
saying, Who 2ig the greatest in kingdom of

heaven
2 And 'Je’lul eallod a lntﬂe child unto him, and
set him in the midst of

3 And said, Venly I say unw you, Except ye ¢ be
converted, and become as litile children, ye shall
5 not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as
t.hu little child, the same is ® greatest in the kingdom
of heaven.

5 And whoso shall reouve one such little child in
my name receiveth m

6 But whoso shall ? ‘offend one of these little ones
which believe 8in me, it were better for him that a
millstone were han ed about his neck, and that he
% were drowned in the depth of the sea.

7 Woe unto the world because of 10offences !
for it must needs be that ! offences come; but woe to
that man 2 by whom the ¥ offence cometh |

8 4 Wherefore 1f thy hand or thy foot ' offend
thee, cut i® them off, and cast !8them from thee :

Revised Version—! In that hour came ; 2 then is greatest ;
S the ; 7 cause one ; ®on me wstumble it ls
% should be sunk in ; 10 oocasions of stumbling ;

17 good for ;
21Omu w’;oleolveru, Zany man ; #Ba; "20 unto ; 'seef(  goeth ;

§ in no wise enter ;
lhould be hanged ;
And if ; 1 causeth to stumble ; 0it ;
uot gone.
LESSON PLAN
1. A Lesson from a Little Child, x-xo.
II. A Lesson from a Good Shepherd, r1-14.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M.—The child in the midst, Matt. 18 : 1-14. T.—
“Forbid them not”, Mark 10: 13-16. W.—Who is
greatest ? Luke 22 : 30. Th.—" Be elothed with
hmmhty 1 Pet. 5 : 1-7, F.—A song of praise, Ps. 8,
8.—An echo of the e song, Matt. 21 6-16. P —"He
humblod Himself", Phil. 2 %

Shorter cnoeh.um—Qm 37. Whal benefits do
believers receive from Christ at death ? The souls
of believers are at their death made perfect in hali-

ness, lnd do immediatel. wg pass into glory ; and their

still uni to Christ, do rest in
e resurrection.

bodies, bein;
graves till

it is 17 better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed,
rather than lmvi.ng two hands or two feet to be cast
L N

if thine eye ¥ offend thee, pluck it out, and
cut it from thee : it is 17 better for thee to enter into
life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be
cast into 1% he re.

10 20Take heed that ye despise not one of these
lm.le ones ; for I sa[\lv unto you, That in heaven their
angels do always behold the face of my Father which
is in heaven

11 ﬂ For the Son of man is come to save that which
was

12 How think ye ? if 2 a man have # an hundred
sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not
leave the ninet; y and nine, and ¥ goeth into the
mountama and % seeketh that which 2 is gone astray?

3 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto
yuu. he rejoiceth 2" more of that si than of the
ninety and nine which 28 went not astra,

14 Even so0 it is not the will of your gather which
is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish .

3 he called to him a little child, and ;  turn,
rofitable for him that a great mlll.swne
il the occasions ; 12 through ; ¥ oceasion ;
19 the 'hell of fire ; 20 See that ;

71 over it more than over the ; 28 have

18 the eternal ;

The Question on Missions—10. What games do
they play ? All pupils have their chores, Ml‘d all the
work of the school is done free by them. After work
the boys play football, baseball or hockey. The girls
are fond of basketball, tennis and skating. Sleigh-
riding, trapping, swimming and all our C: ian indoor
and outdoor games, are emc; yed.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 195 (Supplemental
Lesson) ; 134 ; 561 ; 14 (Ps. Sel.) ; 161 (f rommeuAnr
Qmm‘mu 560.

Special crlptun Reading—1 Samuel 3: 1-15. (To

responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

Lantern 8lides—For Lesson, B, 352, Who is the
Greatest, Rebuked ? For Question on Missions, H. M.
399, Young Indian Braves. (Slides are obtained from
the Presbyterian Lantern Slide Department, Weston,
On'z“:tszwnd%wn)

eograph—For Lesson, Little Folks Studying in
the Village &hool at Samuel’s Home-Town, ﬁ:gxah
(Underwood & Underwood, see page 573).

EXPOSITICN

Time and Place—A.D. 26 ; Capernaum.
Connecting Links—Between the last
Lesson and this, Matthew inserts Jesus’
second prophecy of Fij death (ch. 17 :22,
23) and Peter’s finding the temple tax in the
mouth of a fish (ch. 17 : 24-27).
I. A Lesson from a Little Child, I-10,

Vs. 1-5. At the same time; Rev. Ver,
“In that hour.” What follows is closely
associated with the tax incident. (See Con-
necting Links.) Who is the greatest?  Did
each disciple have hopes of being the great-
est ?  More likely Peter, James and John each
had his partisans in the little group. A little
child ; torebuke their ambition. Mark, taking
“him in His arms” ; Luke, “set him by Him.”

Except ye be converted ; Rev. Ver., “turn” ;
unless you turn round so as to go in an
opposite direction. As litle children; in
unpretentiousness. ““A king’s child has no
more thought of greatness than a beggar’s”
(Bruece). Ye shall not enter ; no chance of
getting in, much less of being great there.
Shall ivumble himself ; in spirit, so becoming
truly childlike. Whoso shall receive. Com-
pare Mark 9 : 37. One such litlle child ; the
typical childlike qualities which ambitious
persons ignore. In my name; recognizing
him, in spite of his insignificance, as a fellow-
disciple.

V. 6.#0ffend ; Rev. Ver., “cause to stum-
ble”’—the opposite of ‘“receive” : treat
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harshly and contemptuously so as to tempt
to unbelief or apostasy. One of these; a
large number of believers, of whom the child
is the emblem. Which believe in me; the
one text in the Synoptics when Jesus speaks
of Himself as the object of faith. Quite
common in John's Gospel. It were beiler ;
Rev. Ver., “it is profitable.” A great mill-
stone (Rev. Ver.); literally, “a millstone
turned by an ass” ; that is, the large upper
millstone, as distinct from the smaller ones
that were worked by hand.

V. 7. Woe; exclamation of pity, not of
condemnation. Unto the world ; not the un-
godly world which causes offences, but human-
ity which suffers them, whatever their origin.
The connection suggests that their chief
cause is ambitious passion. Because of ;
the ultimate source of the world’s misery.
Offences ; literally, “scandals”, that is,
traps or stumbling-blocks, 1 Cor. 1:23. It
must needs be. They cannot be prevented,
only deplored. But woe ; better, “neverthe-
less, woe.” The first “woe’ was that of the
world which is afflicted, this “woe” is upon
those who cause the misery

V. 8. See also Matt. 5:29, 30. Hand..
foot ; instruments of violence. Offend thee ;
Rev. Ver., “causeth thee to stumble”, in
rough usage of the little ones Halt; muti-
lated in reference to the feet. Maimed ;
wanting one or both hands. Everlasting
fire; in ch. 5:29, “gehenna” or “hell”:
the punishment that awaits threatens the
sinner at the Messianic judgment. (See
next verse.)

V.9. Eye; the means of expressing con-
tempt. Hell (literally, “gehenna’) of fire
(Rev. Ver.). Gehenna, a valley southeast of
Jerusalem, where human sacrifices had once
been offered to Moloch, was later 1aade a
crematory for refuse and the dead bodies of
criminals, and so became a Jewish symbol
of the place in Hades where the wicked after
death suffered punishment.

V. 10. Despise ; treat with the contempt that
leads to causing them to stumble. In hearen
their angels. Jesus’ teaching is that God, the
heavenly Father, takes an interest in every
one, however insignificant. He expresses
it in the language of current Jewish belief,
which He does not necessarily endorse. The
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belief in guardian angels grew after the
exile, Pe. 91 : 11 ; Acts 12 :15; Rev.1:20,
Behold the face ; are in the immediate pre-
sence—the privilegze in Eastern courts of
only the confidential servants of the king,
to sce his face.
I11. A Lesson from a Good Shepherd, ((-14.
Vs. 11-14.  Verse 11 is omitted in Rev.
Ver. For its correct setting see Luke 19 : 10.
How think ye? The following parable
teaches that God cares not only for the lowly,
but for the low, the morally erring. (Com-
pare Luke 15:4-7.) One of them; only
one out of so many. Leare the ninely and
nine. However valuable the flock, the true
pastor will not neglect the outcast and the
straying. If so be; if it happen. In Luke
he searches till he finds it. The will ; better,
“a thing willed” (Rev. Ver. Margin). Of
your Father ; it is not absolutely determined
that any shall perish.

Light from the East

TueiR ANGELs—The Jews believed in the
mediation of angels because they had pushed
God away from contact with the actual
world. Angels were supposed to carry men’s
prayers up to God and write down their deeds
before Him. Every element of nature had
an angel over it and every nation of men.
Each individual man had his angel of destiny
who brought about all the good and evil that
he experienced, and besides, every man had
one or more guardian angels. A pious Jew,
compelled to go into an unclean place,
would ask the accompanying angels to wait
until he came out again, Besides the angels
that constantly waited on him, others were
sometimes appointed to assist or preserve
him in certain definite work. Now to hold
that this statement of Christ is merely an
accommodation to the beliefs of His contem-
poraries would be to empty His teaching of
all meaning and bring his authority into con-
tempt. We, from whose belief the ministry
and even the existence of angels has largely
disappeared, need to be brought back to
the reality of the spiritual universe by ac-
cepting the statements of Christ about the
spirits sent forth to minister to those who
shall be heirs of salvation.




1912

The Child in the Midst

583

APPLICATION

Who is the greatest? v.1. It issaid that
Julius Cesar would rather have been first
in an Italian village than second at Rome.
The lust of power is one of
the strongest and fiercest pas-
gsions in the human race.
Many of the money-kings of our day care
little for money. Their interest is in the
game and battle of money-getting. They
do not covet wealth, but power. Even in the
school playground there is the constant
contest for leadership ; nearly every pupil
wants his own way. In each sphere of human
life it is the same. In state, church, lodge,
polite society, public meeting, business,
sport, the strongest are pressing to the front,
seeking to impress their wills upon others,
eagerly desiring to be the greatest. It is one
of the most universal of temptations. The
contrast between the spirit of the world and
the spirit of Christ is in nothing more plainly
shown. The world covets mastery. Christ
asked leave to serve.

A little child, v. 2. This is turning things
upside down with a vengeance. The great-
est man is not Cesar, the ruler of a world-

empire. Well, an apostle then,
Upside Down of flaming zeal, and terrific

energy, and consuming self-
denial--some one like Paul—surely ke is the
greatest. Not 2 bit of it. Unless, beneath
all the fie and force of his character, dwells
that simplicity of heart which distinguishes a
child. Why do people say, “It is a shame
to cheat a child ?”” Because a child is in-
capable of cheating any one else. He has
none of the cold caution and worldly-wise
suspicion which grown-ups are so apt to be
proud of. He has not learned pretence,
and he believes what people tell him. Think
a moment. If everybody stopped pretend-
ing and ceased to be suspicious of others,
how much like heaven this earth would be.

Ezcept ye turn (Rev. Ver.), v.3. Conversion
is turning. A bicycle rides starts out of a
town in the direction opposite to his home.
He finds out after a hard ride
of ten miles that he has been
getting farther away from his
supper and his bed all the time. How will
he act at the moment when he discovers his

Asks Leave
to Serve

What
Conversion Is

error ? One man will volubly accuse himself
of being a fool. Another will blame the man
who misdirected him. Another will kick
his bicycle into the ditch in a rage. But none
of these actions matter. The thing that does
matter is that he starts to retrace his journey.
So we will not waste time on the question
as to how we ought to turn from wrong to right.
Let us turn. ““Abhor that which is evil, cleave
to that which is good.” That is conversion.

If thine eye, v. 9. An eye is a good thing
to have. But it is not as good as a life.
Money is a good thing to have, but some-
times it costs too much. A
Scotch mother had three sons.
The eldest went to South
Africa and made a fortune in the diamond
mines. The second son went to Winnipeg
and made a fortune buying and selling land.
Then the third son, the brightest of them all,
finished his schooling. His mother said,
“David, are you going away to get rich too 7"’
He replied, “No, Mother, not while you
want me at home.” Every young man who
enters the ministry does the same thing.
He cuts off his chance for wealth and for
power of many kinds. But he believes the
game is worth the candle. For him it is
better to preach the everlasting gospel, even
in poverty and obscurity, than to become
rich and great doing anything else.

If any man (Rev. Ver.), v. 12. This is
repartee. In Luke it reads, “What man of
you ?” Any shepherd will seek a lost sheep.
Why ? Because a sheep is
of value to him. And if lost
men were of value to him he
would seek them too. In slavery days the
master set his bloodhounds on the track of
a runaway slave. The reason we do not
pursue those who are running away from God
is that we do not care enough about them.
There was a merchant in a village and he was
very fond of fishing. During the spring and
summer he spent half his time angling for
trout. Then in the autumn he failed in
business. One of his creditors grumbled,
“If he had angled for customers instead of
trout he could have paid a hundred cents on
the dollar.” If you neglect God’s work the
reason is that you are not interested in it.

Worth the
Candle

Fishing for
Customers
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THE LESSON GRADED

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes

Dwell briefly upon the question which had
occupied the minds of the disciples,—who is
greatest in the kingdom of heaven ? Call for
incidents which seemed to justify the opinion
that there were different degrees of import-
ance, as Jesus’ words to Peter, and the choice
of the three on special occasions. It was an
important question because it appealed to
the disciples’ ambition, and it also implied
certain things concerning the kingdom. Let
the class discussion centre in two principles :

1. Jesus' teaching concerning discipleship,
vs. 1-6. Bring out : (a) Jesus’ method, the
placing of a child in the midst. The failure
of the disciples was very serious, and He
does not trust words alone, but gives an ob-
ject lesson. (b) Teaching from child life.
Discuss the type of life the child represents,
the unaggressive and unimportant in the
thought of society, whilst trustful, submis-
sive and imperfect, in its own nature. Dwell
upon Jesus' words that the disciple must
“turn” and become as the little child.
Get at the moral and spiritual fact. See
John 3 :3 for the spiritual reality implied.
(¢) The law of greatness in humility. David
Smith says, “The error of the Twelve lay,
not in their desire to be great in the kingdom
of heaven, but in their ideal of greatness.”
Bring out this fact. The wrong way is self-
assertion. The right way is such an absence
of the self seeking spirit as will esteem every
fellow disciple as Jesus' representative. In
such a spirit the Master can perfect his will
and use for highest ends.

2. Jesus’ teaching concerning the child and
the childlike disciple, vs. 7-14. Summarize
this as : (a) One of direct relationship to
Himself. Question how is a child the repre-

sentative of Jesus to us? (b) To cause a’

child to stumble in its faith in Jesus is a crime
to be visited with severe penalty. See how
He presses it to show the value of purity and
godliness. Call for some ways of offending.
(¢) The dignity of a child in relation to the
spiritual world, admitted into the presence
of the king. (d) The deep concern of God
for the erring ones.

Enforce two lessons. First, the value of
child life, to be kept pure. Point out the
work of the church in securing this. Second,
the necessity of the childlike spirit in relation
to God and others.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars

Question the class about the dispute which
the disciples had amongst themselves as they
followed Jesus on the way to Capernaum,
Mark 9 :33, 34. What is there to indicate
that they were a bit ashamed of themselves ?
(Mark 9 :34.) After a dispute is over some
one is almost sure to be ashamed of himself.
Note that the disciples were not so much
ashamed of themselves as to get the evil
thought out of their hearts. The time comes
when they muster up courage to ask Jes 3 to
settle the dispute for them. He settled the
matter in a most effective way.

1. A Great Lesson, vs. 2-5. What was
Christ’'s method of teaching this lesson ?
(V.2.) We can sce the look of wonder on the
faces of the disputatious disciples as Jesus
calls a little child to His side. What in the
world has the little child to do with the
question of greatness ! They were not long
in finding out. What is the way to be great ?
What is there in the child-life which must
be preserved in the life of the grown-up ?
What childish things must we outgrow ?
(See 1 Cor. 13 : 11.) Impress upon the class
the eternal beauty of the childlike spirit of
hamility and love and trustfulness. No life
can be great without these. These are
the things for us to cultivate and cherish.

2. An Awful Warning, vs. 6-10. What is
meant by offending one of these little ones ?
(See Exposition.) Discuss with the class
different ways of causing children to stumble,
—by our lack of interest in them and lack
of care about them, by setting them an evil
example, by teaching them by our words to
be profane and careless about what is good.

What is the woe pronounced against those
who rob the young of the beautiful qualities
essential to a good life? Verses 8 and 9
help us to realize how awful this woe is.
Remind the class that heaven is interested
in every young life, v. 10. We ought to be
guardian angels of every child whose life
comes under our influence.
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3. A Beautiful Illusiration, vs. 12-14, Im-
press upon the class God’s great love for the
lost ones as illustrated by the care of the
shepherd for his sheep. Close with the hymn,
The Ninety and Nine, and tell how effective
it was when Mr. Sankey sang it in winning
wanderers back to God.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Take up the Lesson under three divisions :

1. A lesson in humility, vs. 1-4. We call
the apostles saints now, St. Peter, and St.
John, ete. Why ? But it took the apostles
a long time to become saints, What in to-
day’s Lesson shows that the apostles had a
good deal of human nature in them? Of
course, in one sense it was quite right to desire
to be great in Christ’s kingdom. The desire
to excel in the work God gives us to do is a
praiseworthy desire. Why, then, did Christ
find fault with His disciples ? Because they
had a wrong idea of what it is to be great
Notice how Christ acted a parable for them.
They were to learn from this child. What is
the lesson they are to learn ? (V. 4.) Con-
trast Christ’s idea of greatness with the world’s.
Ask one of the scholars to recite the first
Beatitude from the Sermon on the Mount.

"The Child in the Midst
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2. A lesson in our lreatment of others, vs. 5-
10. The presence of the child reminds Christ
of another lesson which it is necessary for the
disciples to learn. What is that lesson ?
(V.6.) Were the disciples in danger of think-
ing lightly of children ? Some person read
Matt. 19 :13. Dwell upon the importance
of children in the kingdom, and apply this
to the boys or girls of your own class. Christ
has a large place for them in His kingdom.
Now remind the class that by “little ones”
Jesus may mean any person who is just
beginning the Christian life, and who needs
help. Do we ever put stumbling-blocks in
the way of younger Christians,instead of doing
everything we can to help them follow Jesus ?

3. The seeker of the lost, vs. 11-14. Per-
haps this story is suggested by Jesus’ teaching
concerning the value of the humblest member
of His kingdom (vs. 6, 10). As a matter of
fact, the souls of men are so valuable that
when they go astray, what does God do?
Lik> a shepherd, He seeks them. How has
God been seeking men arsn through the
years ? By the voice of coascience, by the
Law and the Prophets, above all by Jesus
Christ.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

On our map let us
find the numbers 32
and 46 close by the
old town of Ramah.
We are to visit a vil-
lage school, in the
courtyard of one of the
Ramah houses where
they go for their les-
sons. It is of dirt,
very hard and dry ;
some pieces of straw
matting are spread on
the dirt floor, and Syr-
ian boys, in loose, hag-
gy clothes, are sitting
in a circle on the mat-
ting, studying their 8
lesson. The lesson is
written in big, black
Arabic letters, on the surface of clumsy
wooden tablets which they hold in their laps.
Three older boys sit with their legs doubled

MAP PATENT NO. 656,569 BY 'NDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD.
PAT'D IN GREAT BRITAIN *

under them, on a stone
bench a little above the
level where the young-
er ones are at work. A
couple of grown up

men, better dressed
than the children, are
sitting with the pupils
on the floor and look-
ing at their lesson tab-
lets. Those men are
the regular teacher (in
a fez cap) and a friend
who has come to visit
the school.

You can see for
yourself the real boys
in this real Syrian
" school if ‘you use a
stereograph’ entitled, Little Folks Studying
in the,Village School at Samuel’s Home-town,
Ramah.
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Something to Look Up

1. “All we like sheep have gone astray.”
What prophet writes these words, and
where ?

2. Jesus said, ‘T am the Good Shepherd.”
Find the words.

ANSWERS, Lesson IX.—(1) Heb. 3 :17.
(2) 1 John 5 : 4.

For Discussion

1. The place of ambition in life.
2. Guardian angels.

Prove from Scrip. re
That it is greatest to serve.

The Catechism

Ques. 37." The death of believers. Note first,
there is a part of us which does not die. The
soul lives forever. The resurrection of
Christ has made this certain. Two things
are said of the souls of believers at death.
They are “made perfect in holiness.” They
are not as holy as they can be, but holiness
ceases to be a struggle. Unholiness is no
longer possible. The second thing is that

they “do immediately pass into glory.”
These words are directed against the doctrine
of purgatory, which teaches that the souls of
almost all believers are unfit to enter heaven
at death, but must be further purified by
suffering. The bodies of believers are under
the care of Christ. They “rest in their
graves” until He comes, as He will, to call
them forth.

The Question on Missions

Ques. 10. What games do they play ?
Most of the games indoor and outside played
by our white children in Canada are practised;
but football, baseball and hockey are the
favorites with the boys, and basketball and
tennis with the girls. Games with movement,
take best. Skating, coasting, bathing, trap-
ping and fishing are also indulged in in season.
Musie of all kinds, and singing, they take to
with avidity. Checkers and dominoes wile
away hours for the boys in winter, while
the games we all played as children fill up the
open hours for the girls. Morning and after-
noon recess, part of the noon hour, the long
summer evenings from seven to nine-thirty
and Saturday afternoons are given to out-
door amusements. Fresh air exercise is
rigidly enforced. All play is supervised,
particularly indoors. Outside, boys and
girls have separate grounds.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

The Lesson Subject—The Worker and a little child.
Introduction—Winnie had laid aside her largest, sweetest apple for a sick little girl.

“Do you suppose Jesus cares

JESuS

LOVES me

about such little things as we
do?” ‘“He is too busy taking
care of the big folk to notice us
much”, said Jim. Winnie shook
her head and pointed vo Mother
who had just lifted baby from
his erib. “Do you think”, said
Winnie, “that Mother is so
busy with the big ones, that she
forgets the little ones? She
thinks of the baby first, just
"cause he's the littlest, and sure-
ly Jesus knows how to love the
little ones.”

The Prayer of the Little Ones—
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Have the children repeat the prayer together
line by line, until they are able to say it all.
It is a beautiful prayer to be kept in memory,
and used often in the class,
“Dear Father in heaven

On this Thine own day,

We little ones meet here

To praise and to pray.

Oh, help us to please thee

In all that we do,

And worship Thee rightly

With hearts pure and true.”

Lesson—To-day we see a beautiful picture
of Jesus. He is standing in the midst of
His disciples, with crowds around as usual.
Jesus has picked up a little child from amongst
them and is standing holding the little one
inHisarms. Do you remember another time
when Jesus “took the little ones in His arms
and blessed them ?”” (Can you tell me what
Jesus said to the disciples when they wanted
to send the mothers away with their chil-
dren ?) And here stands Jesus holding the
little ones in His arms (Mark 9 :36). Jesus
wants children to follow Him. He wants
them to begin when they are very, very little.
The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven—

The disciples have been asking Jesus who
is the greatest in His kingdom. Jesus is
telling them if they want to be great in His
kingdom they must be humble, trusting,

true and gentle as a little child, ready to

be led, not wanting to be leaders, willing to

follow as a little child is willing.

Jesus Values Litlle Children—The Lesson
teaches us how Jesus values little children.
Read vs. 1-6. Solittle children can be witness-
es for Jesus. What is a “witness?”’ Are weall
good witnesses for Him ?  Some boys were ge
ing to play soldiers. “I want to be the cap-
tain”, said Charlie, “and I won’t play with
the rest of you unless you make me the
captain.””  Was Charlie being a good witness
for Jesus? Is that the spirit which Jesu:
wants boys and girls to show ?

Golden Text—Read also v. 10. All repeat
Golden Text. It is nice to think that God
keeps angel messengers close to Him ready to
send to guard and bless little children. Sing
v. 1, Hymn 548, Book of Praise :

“I am so glad that our Father in heaven
Tells of His love in the book He has given :
Wonderful things in the Bible I see ;

This is the dearest, that Jesus loves me.”

Chorus.

For the Children Far Away—All repeat :

“Once again, dear Lord, we pray

For the children, far away,

Who have never even heard,

Jesus’ name, our sweetest word.”
Flag—Jesus AND A LitTLE CHILD.
Something to Think Aboul—Jesus loves me.

FROM THE PLATFORM

HE
RUE

ATE TO
REATNESS

Ask the scholars how many of them want to be great when they grow up. It is right to
have an ambition to be great ? It all depends upon the kind of greatness we are seeking.
It is right to be ambitious for TRue GreEaTNEss (Print with large T and G, as above).
Now ask the scholars to name some kinds of false greatness,—military power for its own sake,
wealth for its own sake, titles for their own sake, But lat is true greatness, according to
Jesus, who is our best authority ? It consists in being ready to serve others. Now what is
Tue Gate To (fill in as above) such greatness ? We must attain to it by the childlike spirit.
And the childlike spirit is the spirit of humility. Bring out the fact that humility is a necessity
for learning any lesson in life. Are we really humble ?
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FORGIVENESS

Lesson XI.

December 15

December 15, 1912

Matthew 18 : 21-35. Read Matthew 18 :15-35. Commit to memory vs. 21, 22.

GOLDEN TEXT—Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ
forgave you.—Ephesians 4 : 32 (Rev. Ver.),

21 Then came Pe’ter ! to him, and said, Lord, how
oft shall my brother nn t me, and 1 lor;ne
him ? 2till seven times ?

22 Je'sus saith unto him, I say not unto thee,
Until seven times : but, Until seventy times seven,

23 Therefore is the ngdom of heaven likened
unto a certain king, which would ? take account of
his servants

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was
broulht. unto him, which owed him ten thousand

25 But forasmuch as he had not ¢ to pay, his lord
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children,
and all that he bad, and payment to be made.

26 The servant therefore fell down, and worship-
i)ed him, sa ug. Lord, have patience with me, an

will png
§Then '.he lord of that servant ® was moved
ml.h compassion, 7 and | him, and forgave him
the debt.

28 But ® the same servant went out, and found one
of his fellowservants, which owed him *an hundred

Revised Version—! and said to him, Lord ; ? until ;

‘beinu moved ; 7 released ; ®that servant; °a; 19 hold on ; " what ; 12 So his ; 13 Omit at his feet ; 4 Omit
that whioh was due ; ; 18 exceedin, sorry s 17ord called unto him, and saith to him, Thou wicked ;

m ; 4 Omit likewise ; @ also ; B Omit also ; # Omit three words ;

all
18 besoughtest ; 19 mercy ; 20 Omit unto
# from your hearts.

LESSON PLAN

1. Forgiveness Enjoined, a1, 22.
II. Forgiveness Illustrated, 23-35.

DAILY READINGS
(B’ courtesy of I. B. R. Association)
M.—Forgiveness, Mnm 18 : 15-20. T.—Forgive-
neu. Matt, 18 : 21-35. W.—The perfoct law, Matt.
. Th.—" When ye pray. .forgive, Mark 11 :
20-20 F.—Golden rules, Rom. 12 : 14-21. 8.—For-
bearance, Col. 3 : 8-13. 8.—Brotherly love, Gon. 81

lhorm Catechism—Ques. 38. What benefits do
balm:era receive from Christ at the ruumrtmn ’ _A.
the resurrection, believers belmr up in
o 9 uhau be openly acknowledged and acquitted
e day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed

in the f en)oymg ol God to all eterm}{
The Question on Missions—11. How are they

Eenoe and he laid 1 hands on him, and took him
the thront saying, Pay " me that thou owest.

29 12 And his ellowservant fell down ¥ at his feet,
and bmought hlm. lnyml. Have patience with me,
and I will gmy thee M all.

30 And he would not : but went and cast him into
prison, till he should pay ¥ the debt.

31 So when his fellowservants saw what was done,
they were !¢ very sorry, and came and told unto
their lord all that was done,

32 Then his ¥ lord, after that he had called him,
said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave
thee all that debt, because thou '8 desiredst me :

33 Shouldest not thou also have had !° compas-
sion on thy fellowservant, even as I had '° pity on

ee
34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to
the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due
0 unto him,
35 So ¥ likewise shall 2 my heavenly Father do
# also unto you, if ye * from your hearts forgive not
every one his brother  their trespasses.

¥ make a reckomng with ; ¢ wherewith ; ¥ And the ;

taught to honor Jesus ? They are taught, as we are
in our homes, by the example of their teachers, by grace
at meals, by morning and evening prayers, by daily
study of the Bible and memorizing thereof, by going
w Sabbath School and to church servioes, and by giv-
themselves to Jesus,
n Hymns—Book of Praise, 195 gSupplemenul
Lesson) ; 151 l36 108 (Ps. Sel.) ; 524 (from PRIMARY
Qunnnu) ; 145,
ctl tu.n —Psalm 130. (To be
re| mponmve§ or in concert by the whole 8chool.)
Lantern 8lides—For Lesson, B. 330, The Unmerci-
lul Servant Rebuked. For Quullon on Missions,

736, Some of the Larger Boys of Birtle Indnux
Bchool (Slides are obtained from the Presbyterian
cI.lmnuar)n Slide Department, Weston, Ont., at $2.00 a

jozen.

Stereograph—For Lesson, Christian Btreet ; Mot~
ley Life in the Holy City's Bazaar District (Undor‘
wood & Underwood see page 573).

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—A.D. 26 ; Capernaum.

Connecting Links—This Lesson immed-
iately follows the last, which warned against
giving offences, and counsels how to receive
offences. It is peculiar .o Matthew.

If your brother commit against you a
private personal offenee, go to him frankly
and remind him of it. If he listens to your
admonition, you have gained him as a friend
and saved him {rom moral ruin. If he will
not listen, take two or three witnesses
(Deut. 19 : 15) to join with you in the appeal.
If he still refuses to meet your advances,
speak to the brotherhood of Christian be-
lievers ; and if he repels their advances, he
thereby places himself outside the communion
of disciples, and you must refuse to have fel-
lowship with him in sin, and must seek his

good as one without. Great moral power
lies in the consent of even two Christian
minds, for God is the lover of peace ; and
whenever a few of you are gathered as be-
lievers in Me, even after My death, you will
have My real presence. Vs. 15-20.

I. Forgiveness Enjoined, 21, 22.

Vs. 21, 22. How oft. The question was
asked in a legal spirit. Seven times? The
rabbis said, three times, basing their judgment
on Amos 1:6. Peter was more generous.
I say mot; emphatic: “No, I tell you.”
Seventy times seven , times without number.
Jesus raises the question out of the legal
realm and teaches the inexhaustible spirit
of forgiveness, the love which never faileth,
1. Cor. 13 : 8

P

e
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11, Forgiveness lllustrated, 23-35,

Vs. 23, 24. Therefore. The aim of the para-
ble is to justify the seemingly unreasonable
demand of unlimited forgiveness of injuries.
A certain king ; literally, “a man, a king.”
The latter is an afterthought, for no one but
a king could have so great a debtor or such
an opportunity to forgive a debt. Take ac-
count ; hold a reckoning. Servants; sub-
jects, for all subjects of an Eastern monarch
were “slaves.” One was brought ; evidently
an officer, perhaps a provincial governor, who
had peculiar chances to practise corruption.
Ten thousand talents; at least ten nillion
dollars,—a hopeless debt. How could it so
accumulate ? Eastern monarchs were in-
dolent, and lacked financial genius.

Vs. 25-27. To be sold ; into slavery ; al-
lowed by the Jewish law, Ex. 22:3. Wife,
and children; regarded as property by
ancient law. Payment to be made ; the pro-
ceeds of the sale to be devoted to payment of
the debt. Have patience. Give me time.
Pay thee all; the plea of a shrewd Jew.
Better wait and get all, than take hasty
measures and get part only. Moved with
compassion ; touched with pity, likely mixed
with contempt. Released him (Rev. Ver.) ;
from imprisonment. Forgave .. debt; not
merely gave him time, but cancelled the debt
absolutely. The sequel implies that the man
was continued in office, likely in the hope
that a generous policy would ensure future
good conduct, Ps 130 : 4.

V. 28. One. .fellowservants. He should have
remembered that this humble debtor was,
like himself, dependent on grace. An
hundred pence; less than twenty dollars, a
quite insignificant debt. After his own
generous acquittal he should not have re-
membered this paltry debt, much less sought
to exact it. Laid hands. .throat; literally,
““seizing, he choked him”, merciless behavior.

Vs. 290-31. Have patience; the echo of his
own words, v. 26. It should have moved him
to similar generous conduct. He would not ;
‘“every way a bad man: greedy, grasping
in acquisition of wealth, prodigal in spending
it, unscrupulous in using what was not his
own” (Bruce). Very sorry; not at the fate
of the poor debtor, for they could easily have
paid the debt, but annoyed at the inhuman

Forgiveness
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conduct of the merciless who had obtained
mercey.

Vs. 32, 33. Thou wicked servant. The mas-
ter could overlook his dishonesty, but not his
inhumanity. Because thou desiredst me ;
literally, “when thou didst entreat me.”
In fact he only asked him for payment.
Absolutely selfish, he was incapable of con-
ceiving such generosity as the king exercised.
Shouldest not thow. Was it not your duty ?
An appeal to the sense of decency and grati-
tude. As I had pity; the essence of the
parable. The recipient of mercy is bound
to show mercy.

Vs. 34, 35. Wroth ; justly and extremely
angry. Tormentors ; not only to keep him safe
in prison, but to make his life there as miser-
able as possible. So likewise ; merciless to the
merciless, a law of nature. My. Jesus isin
full sympathy with the Father in this law of
retribution. Heavenly Father; who abhors
mercilessness above all things. Unlo you :
My chosen disciples. From your hearts;
not with- the lips merely, but really and
unreservedly, and times without number.
Every one ; emphatic, “every man of you.”

Light from the East

TaLeNts—PENCE—A shekel of silver at the
maximum price was worth sixty-seven cents,
and, at a talent was three thousand shekels,
its value would be about two thousand
dollars, and ten thousand talents would be
twenty millions of dollars. He who owed
such an immense sum must have been a
tributary prince or some capitalist who had
rented the taxes of a province or of a whole
country. A hundred pence was but twenty
dollars so there was not only a great difference
between the spirit of the creditors, but also
in the amount of the debts.

TorMeNTORS—The prisons of the East are
still places of torture for debtors. Creditors
think if they are well treated they will not
want to pay, but if their friends know they
are suffering they will make some effort to
raise the money and get them out. Some-
times the prisoners are tortured by the rack,
or by the scourge which ploughs the back
into purple welts, or by the bastinado, where
the soles of the feet are beaten witl long rods.
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They are sometimes chained to the wall and
bucketfuls of water poured over them until

December 15

they relent or until some friend pays the
debt.

APPLICATION

And I forgive him ? v. 21. Forgiveness is
a duty easy to comprehend, but hard to
practise. Therefore several ingenious de-

vices have been invented to
Three Devices make forgiveness easy. They

are plausible substitutes, but
they do not forgive. One such device is to
refrain from reprisals. This is the mthod of
the indolent and prudent. They never seek
revenge, and they never cease to hate. The
fever of anger, as it were, is driven in. And
if they injure their enemies less, they injure
themselves more. Another is, “Forgive,
but never forget.” That is like saying,
“Swim, but don’t enter the water.” It is
8o cheap and palpable a play upon words
that the wonder is that any person can so
delude himself. It shows how delightful
hatred is to our wounded spirits, that we can
be so readily convinced that it is justifiable
to cherish our “dearest, deadliest foe.” No
doubt the poet was thinking of such things
when he said : Swagger it out as we may,
we are a little breed.”

Seventy times seven, v. 22. Four hundred
and ninety. And if Peter had made the
multiplication, Jesus might have answered,
“Yes, and unto four hundred
and ninety times four hundred
and ninety.” Human forgive-
ness must be limitless, like the divine. The
gospel orders us to be strict with ourselves
and charitable with others. The way of the
world is just the reverse. The @ sposition
of our hearts is to be easy with ourselves and
hard upon others. If we win the game, we
pride ourselves on our skill. If the other team
wins, luck was against us. If we do a wrong
to anybody, we think of a hundred extenu-
ating circumstances. If anybody does a
wrong to us, we think of as many aggravating
circumstances. We often say, “I didn’t
mean to.” We seldom say, “He didn't
mean to.” We should be slower to forgive
ourselves and quicker to forgive others.

To be sold, v. 25. Here is a glimpse
through the lattice of the centuries upon

Slower and

Quicker

social conditions in pre-Christian days.

Slavery for debt, with the
E::::h te  debtor's family involved in his

fate, was as common in Jesus’
time as “ten dollars and costs, or thirty
days” for drunkenness is in ours. This is a
sample of the difference Christ has made.
As the power of the gospel is successively
turned on to social abuses, they shrivel and
disappear one by one. A century ago the
debtors’ prisons of England were crowded
with hapless victims, mostly owing lawyers’
fees, and some of them spending a lifetime
in wretched confinement for lack of means
to pay a few shillings. Then the conscience
of Engiund was aroused, and these prisons
were abolished. Slavery is gone from Chris-
tian lands. Liberty, enfranchisement, and
improved status for woman, care of children,
and numerous philanthropies have come.
And the end is far off yet. Not till all poverty,
vice and crime have been removed, and the
fullest resources within our knowledge have
been brought to fight disease, can we feel
that the Christianity of Christ has been given
a fair trial in the world.

Thou wicked servant, v. 32. The king
was not angered by this man’s dishonesty,
but by his inhumanity. That is the great

wrong to man and insult to
Robbery God. It is worse, as Shakes-

peare says, to steal a reputation
than to steal a purse. And what of those
who steal childhood from a child, by sending
him to work in a greasy, overheated factory ?
What of those who steal the wages of under-
paid girls in stores ? What of those who steal
the lives of thousands of men every year,
who are slain in preventable accidents ?
What of those who build and rent houses
unfit for human habitation ? Jesus was
terrible in His denunciation of inhumanity,
and especially of those whose victims were
children. 1t was of such that He said it were
better that a millstone had been hanged about
their necks and they drowned in the depths
of the sea.

Thou also, v. 33. 1t is by our own exper-
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iences that we learn of God. By forgiving
others we learn what the divine forgiveness
is. We learn His fatherhood
by fathering somebody. A
man in Philadelphia was trou-
bled by his son running to fires. Knowing
the danger in the streets at such times, he
strictly forbade the boy to go. In vain.
No sooner did the alarm sound than Jack
was out of the door and off after the fire
engine. So his father told him, ‘“Jack, the

After the Fire
Engine
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next time you go I will punish you.” Jack
went that very evening. When he
returned, his father called him into the
library and said, “Jack, you know I must
keep my promise.” The boy replied, “Yes,
father.”  The fatler raised the strap and
brought it down upon the lad’s shoulders,
then flung it to the floor and threw his arms
about the boy's neck, weeping. What a
lesson to that man in regard to God’s treat-
ment of his own disobediences.

THE LESSON GRADED

This section embraces teaching maierial
for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes

1. The method to be followed in seeking for-
giveness, vs. 15-20. Bring out two facts :
(a) The procedure. Call for the different
steps, as seeing him alone, and if this fails
seeing him before witnesses, then before the
church, and if this fails treat him as a Gentile
and a publican, that is unworthy of fellow-
ship but one to be loved, forgiven in spirit
and, if possible, won. (b) The aim, to gain
the erring one. Take time to bring out
Jesus’ teaching in contrast with much human
purpose, such as redressing personal wrongs,
demanding an apology, punishing the wrong-
doer.

2. The extent of forgiveness, vs. 21, 22.
Call for Peter’s question and his own answer.
Point out that Peter was in advance of his
time and this was due to his training. Next,
take up Jesus’ answer, that forgiveness is not
legal but springs from love, and therefore no
limit can be placed to its exercise. For
illustration, present Jesus’ own spirit and
work in forgiving even to the uttermost all
sinners. Make this a practical lesson and
urge its full emphasis in daily life.

3. The duty lo forgive illustrated, vs. 23-35.
It is necessary to bring out the spiritual
principle involved. Put it in the form of a
proposition. Jesus’ forgiving spirit is inex-
haustible and the disciple who follows Him
must have the same spirit as only they who
forgive can be forgiven. To give the setting
of the main truth call for the story of the
king’s gracious forgiveness and the official’s
inhuma#ity. Now bring out the heart of the

parable,—that the king made his forgiveness
to his debtor dependent upon the latter’s
forgiveness of his debtor. Discuss v. 33 in
the light of v. 35, as representing the stern,
moral demands of God. The main point
in the story is not the time sequence of events
but the supreme moral principle at stake.
Seck to impress the truth that life must solve
its social problems in the light of God’s laws.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars

Draw attention to the article in the
Apostles’ Creed which runs, “I believe in the
forgiveness of sins.’ Is there any other
creed outside of the influence of Christianity
with an article like this ? In the unprinted
portion of the Lesson (vs. 15-17) we have
some wonderfully helpful words about how
to manifest this beautiful spirit of forgiveness
when others sin against us,—what we ought
to do to make up with them.

1. Peler's Question, vs. 21, 22. What sug-
gested this question? Was it the words
which Jesus had just spoken ? Discuss with
the class the spirit revealed in such a question
as this. The mere asking of the question
indicated that Peter had no large conception
of the Christian spirit of forgiveness. What
answer does Peter suggest to his own ques-
tion ? Bring out from the class that he, no
doubt, felt that he was doing wonderfully
well in the suggestion he was making. He
felt that he was showing himself a far better
man than the rabbis who said that it was
enovgh to forgive three times. How com-
pletely taken aback Peter must have been
when he heard the answer which Jesus gave,
v. 22. What does this answer meap ? It
means that there must be no limit o for-
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giveness. How far have we gone in learning
the lesson of forgiveness ? Have we caught
up to the rabbis ? Have we caught up to
Peter ? Have we caught up to Christ ?

2. Christ's Parable, vs. 23-35. There are
three scenes in this parable story. Question
out the particulars of these scenes: (1)
The first scene (vs. 23-27),—the debtor who
owed so much and had nothing to pay, the
judgment of his lo~d, the poor man’s pathetic
plea, the forgiving compassion of his lord who
did more than the man asked him to do,
which reminds us that God is always doing
for us more than we ask Himtodo. (2) The
second scene (vs. 28-30). This forgiven
debtor appears in a bad light. (3) The third
scene (vs. 31-34). A man of an unforgiving
spirit can never escape from the evil conse-
quences of the life he lives, till the evil thing
is taken out of him.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Begin by pointing out the difficulty of
forgiveness. Nearly every one of us has had
some injury done to us, or we have imagined
that it has been done to us, which we have
found it very hard to forgive. Perhaps up
to this present hour we have not forgiven it.
Is the fact that forgiveness is sometimes so
difficu i, a reason why we should refuse it ?
Remind the class that almost everything

One town which the
disciples had all visited
a' great many times is
still a crowded and
busy place—that is
Jerusalem. If we meet
a crowd of everyday
Jerusalem people in
one of the Jerusalem
streets, we shall know
the very same kind of
neighbors as those to
whom and of whom
Jesus was talking when
He answered Peter’s
question about how
long a person ought to
stand being ill-treated.
Consult our map and notice where the number

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
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which is worth while is difficult. Bring out
the fact that it is really a proof of Jesus’
divine mission, that He demanded hard
things of men. Would we be satisfied with a
Master who asked only easy things of us ?
The Lesson falls naturally inte two parts :

1. The limits of forgiveness, vs. 21, 22.
We need not be surprised at Peter’s question,
—unless we are surprised at his generosity.
We are all prone to think that there is a limit
to the number of times God expects us to do
any good, unselfish thing. But Jesus was not
thinking of forgiveness as something to be
repeated a certain number of times, and then
st'pped. He was thinking of forgiveness as
a regular habit of life. Ask the scholars what
a habit is. Question until you get a satisfac-
tory answer, or supply one yourself. Well,
forgiveness is to be a habit.

2. An illustration of forgiveness, vs. 23-35.
Asn one of the scholars to tell the story.
Bring out the fact that the illustration de-
pends for its force largely upon the great
difference between the large debt owed to the
king, and the small debt owed to the servant
(see Light from the East). How does this
apply to us? No offence done to us by one
of our fellows can compare for a moment
with the sin§ we have committed against
God, and which He has forgiven us. Now
apply the lesson contained in v. 33.

47 marks a certain
place in a street in the
western part of Jeru-
salem. If you stand
on that spot and look
northward as the little
arrow points, you have
directly before you
just the same kind of
street that Jesus and
the disciples had
known all their lives.
To see the Jerusalem
.street -and people as
they uare now use a
stercograph entitlea,
Christian Street ; Mot-
ley Life in the Holy
City’s Bazaar District. .

LA
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Something to Look Up

1. The apostle James says, ‘‘ He shall have
judgmentavithout mercy, that ha.i showed
no mercy.” Give the chapter and verse.

2. One of Solomon’s proverbs says that the
man who has mercy on the poor is happy.
Find this.

ANSWERS, Lesson X.—(1) Isa. 53 : 6.
(2) John 10 : 14,

For Discussion
1. Are we to wait to forgive until we are
asked for forgiveness ?
2. Why is our forgiveness from God depend-
ent on our forgiveness of others ?

Prove from Scripture
That forgiveness should be constant.

The Catechism

Ques. 38. The fulure of believers. Three
great and blessed truths are here taught
regarding the future of those who believe
in Christ : (1) Their bodies will rise. These
will be their own bodies, and body and soul,
separated by death, will be joined together
again. But they will be changed. We are
told (Phil. 3 :21), that they will be like the
glorious body of the risen Saviour. (2) God

will own them as His children. He accepts
of them as righteous now the moment they
believe in Jesus Christ. All their sins are
pardoned now for His sake. But then this
will be made known to the whole world. (3)
They will be perfectly blessed for ever.
God Himself will make them glad throughout
eternity in His own presence.

The Question on Missions

Ques. 11. How are the pupils taught to
honor Jesus ? The chief purpose for which
our church maintains these schools is frus-
trated if by precept and example the saving
grace of Jesus is not daily set forth in the life
of the school. All the means used in a godly
household are utilized. Grace is said at
meals ; prayers are conducted morning and
evening for the whole school and staff ;
Bible teaching, memorization of scripture,
catechism and gospel hymns form part of the
curriculum of the classroom each day.
Private reading of the Bible and private
prayer are encouraged, and in the case of
younger pupils are superintended by the
staff. Regular attendance at all church
services, Sabbath and midweek, is insisted
upon, while personal work, with a view to
getting every pupil to make a profession of
faith in Jesus as Lord and Saviour is done by
most of our instructors.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—The Worker's Lesson on forgiveness.
Introduction—*No, T'll never forgive her, she’s too mean”, a passerby heard Bessie

say to her schoolmate. She was

Munde—-.
;B‘f&a\ititr 'hmr’(d.
For S’Nm q-

nave! FORGIVE!! I'O—RGIVE!

SEVEN TIMES X 70

speaking about a girl who had
done her an injury (some sim-
ple illustration). If Bessie had
heard the Lesson we are going to
hear to-day, she would not have
said such a thing.

Review—You remember iast
Sunday we heard about the dis-
ciples wishing to know who was
to be the greatest in Jesus’ king-
dom. Do you remember what
Jesus told them ? If we think
of the picture of Jesus with a
little child in His arms, we shall
be able to remember His reply
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to the disciples. Perhaps they had been a
little jealous of one another and had some
angry feelings in their hearts against any
they thought might be likely to be greater
than themselves. They were perhaps feeling
that it was hard to forgive one another.

Lesson—Peter, who was nearly always the
speaker for the disciples, came to Jesus ask-
ing an interesting question (v. 21). Peter
thought it was quite enough to forgive a
person seven times, for the rabbis said, only
three times, and Peter thought he was very
generous, but this did not satisfy Jesus, who
said His disciples were to forgive “seventy
times seven.” That would mean as often
as one does you harm—forgive, Foraive,
FORGIVE—we'll print each of these bigger
than the last and we'll repeat the word all
together, and we'll print it on our flag.

The Unforgiving Servant—You know Jesus
loved to teach by telling a story, and in re-
ply to Peter Jesus tells about the unforgiving
servant (vs. 23-34). (See Exposition.)

The Unforgiving Punished—Describe the
anger of the king at the unforgiving servant.
“Oh thou wicked servant”, ete. (vs. 23-32).
Tell of the punishment that was given him
(v. 34).

When Jesus finished this story He turned
to Peter and the others and said (v. 35).

December 15

Our Need of Forgiveness—Do we need God’s
forgiveness ? Let us see. Are we ever an-
gry ? What does God sey about anger ?
Are we selfish ? Are we impatient? Are
we envious? Are we ever untruthful ?
Are our hearts ever not quite so pure and
good as they should be? Yess We all
need forgiveness. So we must all be forgiv-
ing. “Forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors.” Where does that come from ?
God will not forgive us so long as we
have crose, hateful, unforgiving feelings to-
wards anybody.

Golden Text—Repeat Golden Text. Print:
BE YE KIND ONE TO ANOTHER, TENDER-
HEARTED, FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER.

A Spite Fence—A man got angry at his
neighbor and built a very high fence between
their homes. “How long are you going to
leave it up ?” asked a friend. “Till I get
over my spite”, was the reply. But he died
before he got over his spite, and he went to
God with the spite in his heart. Do you
know what God thinks aboat spite ? ‘“Make
up friends” quickly when you have any
quarrel.

Flag—JESUS AND FORGIVENESS.

Something t» Think Aboul—I should be
kind and forgiving.

FROM THE PLATFORM

REAKING
RIDGE

THE

Print on the board, BreaKING THE BripGe. Ask the scholars to think of the great
importance of a bridge, perhaps of some bridge which many of these have to cross every day.
What a calamity it would be if some day the bridge were to be broken, so that no person could
pass over it | Remind the class of the loss resulting from the destruction of the great Quebec
bridge. Now ask whether it would not be the height of folly for any man to destroy a bridge
over which he had to pass every day in order to earn his livelihood. Well, some one has said
truly that the man who refuses to forgive others is breaking the bridge over which he must
pass himself, for every man has need to be forgiven. This can be easily illustrated by means
of our Lesson to-day. Have someone read v. 35.
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Lesson XII.

FOR AND AGAINST HIM

December 22, 1912

Luke 9 : 49-62. Commit to memory vs. 55, 56.
GOLDEN TEXT—He that is not against you is for you.-~Luke ¢ : 50 (Rev. Ver.).

49 And John answered and said, Master, we saw
one casting out devils in thy name ; and we forbad
him, because he followetn not with us.

50 ' And Je’sus said unto him, Forbid Aim not :
for he that is not against 7 us is for us.

51 And it came to pass, when the ? time was come
that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his
face te go to Jeru’salem, .

52 And sent messengers before his face : and they
went, and entered into a village of the Samar’itans,
to make ready for him. ; .

53 And they did not receive him, because his face
was a8 though he ¢ would go to Jeru’salem,

54 And when_his disciples James and John saw
this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we ® command
fire to come down from heaven, and consume them,
s even as Eli'as did ?

55 But he turned, and rebuked them, ® and said,
Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.

56 7 For the Son of man is not come to destroy

men's lives, but to save them. And they went to
another village.

57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the
way, a certain man said unto him, ® Lord, I will follow
thee whithersoever thou goest.

58 And Je'sus said unto him, 1° Foxes have holes,
and 19 birds of the ! air Aave nests ; but the Son of
man hath not where to lay his head.

59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he
said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.

60 12 Je'sus said unto him, ¥ Let the dead ' bury
tl‘ieci‘:ol; dead : but go thou and ¢ preach the kingdom
o "

61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee ;
but 17 let me first go bid them farewell, which are at
home at my house.

62 ' And Je'sus said unto him, No man, having

ut his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit
or the kingdom of God.

~ Revised Version—' But Jesus ; 2you is for you ; #days were well-nigh come ; ¢ were going to ; ®bid
fire ; ® Omit rest of verse; 7 Omit first clause of verse; 8Omit five words; *Omit Lord ; 19The ; ! heaven ;

12 But he said ; 1 Leave the ;
them that are at my house.
LESSON PLAN
L. Two Rebukes of Intolerance, 49-56.
II. Three Kinds of Followers, 57-63.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of 1. B. R. Association)

M.—For or against, Luke 9 : 49-62. T.—Confession
or derial, Luke 12 : 4-12. W.—"Almost", Acts 26 :
1928, Th.—A wise decision, Josh. 24 : 14-22, F.—
Willingly offered, 1 Chron. 29 : 6-13. 8.—All for Christ,
Matt. 19 : 23-30. 8,—Our Intercessor, John 17 : 4-13.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 36-38,

The Question on Missions—12. What do they do
when they leave school? The boys usually farm,
the Indian Department helping by nih or loan, if they
have been good at school. The girls go out to service,

1 to bury ; ' own dead ; ' publish abroad ; 7 first suffer me to bid fare vell to

reside with their friends or marry. The Department
also wovists good girls to start housekeeping. A few
graduates go into trades and professions.

Lesson —Book of Praise, 195 (Supplemental
Lesson) ; 144 ; 447 ; 114 (Ps, Sel.) ; 252 (from PRIMARY
Qmm‘nu&; 524,

Special Scripture Reading—Numbers 11 : 23-29.

T‘r]) ble) read responsively or in concert by the whole
0ol

Lantern Slides—For Lesson, 8. P. 38, For Unto Us
a Child Is Born. For Question on Missions, H.M. 737,
The Indian Boy a Farmer ; H.M. 738, Wedding Supper
of Two Pupils of Indian Boarding School.  (Slides are
obtained from '« ¢resbyterian Lantern Slide Depart-
ment, Weston, Unt., at $2.00 a do:en?~

Stereograph—For Lesson, From Mt. Ebal SBouth
Over Jacob's Well to Mt. Gerizim (Underwood & Un-
derwood, see page 573).

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—A.D. 26 ; on the way
from Capernaum through Samaria toward
Jerusalem.

Connecting Links—In Luke's narrative
this Lesson immediately follows Lesson X.
1. Two Rebukes of Intolerance, 49-56.

V. 49. Answered,; not necessarily imply-
ing a previous question. John'’s saying was
perhaps suggested by the “in My name” of
v. 48. Casting out devils. Exorcism was a
common practice among the Jews, Matt.
12 :27. In thy name. Exorcists appealed
to some higher authority in commanding the
demons to depart ; thi= unknown person
found the name of Jesus more powerful than
any other, Acts 19 :13, 14. Followeth not ;
zealous loyalty, but narrow.

V. 50. Not against . . for us ; the compli-
mentary truth found in Matt. 12 :30.
(Compare Phil. 1 :18.)

Vs. 51, 52. Time was come; literally,

days we.2 being completed” ; Rev. Ver.,
“well-nigh come.” Received up ; to heaven,
Acts 1:2. Set his face ; resolute purpose,
in spite of the knowledge of His fate and the
remonstrances of His friends. Messengers ;
two or more of His disciples. Before his face ;
a Hebrew expression, “before his presence” :
before He came Himself. Village of the
Samaritans ; near the border. Galileans
going to the feasts at Jerusalem often passed
thiough Samaria. Make ready; to find
lodgings for the night.

Vs. 53, 54. Did not receive. 'The Greek im-
plies immediate rejection. Because . .o Jer-
usalem ; a protest against the Jewish custom
of visiting the temple at Jerusalem, John
4:20. James and John ; in an outburst of
temper. Perhaps they were the messengers ;
well called “sons of thunder”, Mark 3 :17.
Command fire; to avenge the Samaritan
insult. Even as Elias did; 2 Kgs. 1:10;
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omitted in Rev. Ver.; a copyist’s comment
that crept into the text.

Vs. 55, 56. And said . . to save them.
These words are omitted in Rev. Ver, be-
.cause wanting in the best manuscripts.
Another village ; in Galilee, also near the
border. Traveling in Samaria is now hopeless.
I, Three Kinds of Followers, 57-62,

(a) IMpULSIVELY FOR CHRIST, BUY "‘UNRE-
LIABLE.

Vs. 57, 58. In the way; to Jervsalem.
A certain man; Matt. 8 :19, “a scribe”,
most unlikely man for a disciple ; a tribute
to the magnetic power of Jesus. Follow
thee. More or less of a disciple already, he
now proposes to become a personal attend-
ant. Jesus said ; evidently distrusting the
class and the man. Nests; rather, resting
places, roosts. Even these wild creatures
have a home. But the Son of man ; spoken
not in complaint of His lot, but to repel an
undr uble follower. Lay his head; no
home. Literally true, owing partly to His
wandering life, and partly to His rejection
from Nazareth and elsewhere. Also spirit-
ually true, that Jesus had nowhere to Iy
His head in the religion of His day.

(b) For CHRIST BUT HESITATING.

Vs. 59, 60. Another ; Greek, a different
type of man. The first enthusiastic, this
cue hesitating ; Matt. 8 :21, “another of
His disciples”, implying that the scribe was
or became a disciple. Follow me. The first
He discouraged, this one He encouraged.
Suffer . . bury my father ; perhaps an illusion
to a lost proverb. Burial took place on
the day of death and would not seriously
impede the journey toward Jerusalem.
Leave the dead to bury their own dead (Rev.
Ver.) ; another proverb, or if original, not
to be taken literally. “Do not live in the
past, do not be so absorbed in lamenting
the dead as to forget the ends of the living”
(Century Bible).

December 22

(¢) For CHRIST BUT WITH DIVIDED MIND,

Vs. 61, 62. Another ; a third type. I will
Jollor thee ; like the first, a volunteer. Buf ;
condition attached. Let me first; a type of
the persons who always allow something
in which they are personally interested to
take precedence of the plain duty of the
hour. Noman .. plough , a proverb borrowed
from farm life to inculcate the necessity of
self-concentration. And looking back. Mak-
ing a straight furrow, the ambition of every
good ploughman, requires steady intention
and a forward-cast eye.

Light from the East

SamariTaNs—Were a people of mixed
Jewish and Assyrian blood occupying Cen-
tral Palestine. They wished to unite with
the Jews in building the second temple but
they were repulsed and became bitter
enemies of the Jews. They built a rival
temple on Mount Gerizim, which was des-
troyed by John Hyrcanus. There are now
only about one hundred and fifty of them
living in Nablous, the ancient Shechem.
Their Aaronic line became extinct in 1624,
the present high priest is a descendant of
Levi. Nearly all the children born to then
are boys, and, fearing that their sect would
become extinct, they sought permission to
intermarry with the Jews, but this was re-
fused. They possess a very old copy of the
Pentateuch written in the ancient Hebrew
letters, altogether different from the modern.
They still worship on Gerizim at the passover,
pentecost and the feast of tabernacles.
It is the only spot on earth where the passover
is still observed. Bigamy is permitted if
the first wife be childless. * When a man dies
his nearest relative, but not his brother,
marries the widow. They expect the Mes-
siah to appear six thousand years after the
creation, but do not think that He will be
greater than Moses.

APPLICATION

Stedfastly set his face, v. 51. The word
““must” is the common denominator of
character. You can tell what
a man is if you know what he
insists on. Everybody weak
or strong, draws a line beyond which he

“ Must | "

will not retreat. There is something or
other for which every person will fight,
And when you know what it is, you know
the worth or the worthlessness of that
person. Some young people simply must
enjoy themselves. Every affection, every
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duty, every noble ambition, every golden
opportunity must get off the road when
fun’s gay procession advances. This is the
creed of frivolity. Some must be admired.
Praise is the breath of their nostrils. They
will commit any folly or crime to escape
ridicale. This is vanity. And some, like
Jesus, must fulfil the will of God. Whether
it leads to riches or poverty, health or sick-
ness, l'fe or death, that is the road they take.
These are God’s heroes.

Consume them, v. 54. Insults are hard to
bear. A brickbat does not hurt so much.
And, besides, a bruise on the flesh heals more

quickly than a wound in the
:::’:M’ spirit. A blow from a fist

stings most at first, but an in-
sult rankles in the memory so that the pain
and fever it causes continue and often in-
crease. Beware of insults. They have a
dreadful capacity for injury. They chill our
love, and sour our faith, and slay our peace.
A young beau once challenged Sir Walter
Raleigh to combat, and spat in his face to
provoke him. The knight calmly wiped his
face with his pocket handkerchief and re-
plied, “Young man, if I could wash your
blood from my sword as easily as I can wash
that stain from my face, I would kill you
where you stand.” The way to defeat an
insult is to refuse to accept it. It is meant
to enrage us. Do not let it succeed. Be
good humored if you can, but be at least
self-controlled. Think of the Lord, who,
“when He was reviled, reviled not again.”

Not where to lay his head, v. 58. It is the
long dark night which sifts out the impulsive
enthusiasts. In the early days a man once

started out of Vancouver, land-
D&, hunting. With his pack of

blankets and food on his back
ne traveled up the banks of a stream looking
for a possible homestead. But when the
darkness fell, and a vast silence settled on
the woods, he began to be afraid. Then a
wolf’s howl floated down from the moun-
tains and he climbed up into a tree and sat
on & limb. Then he remembered that
cougars climbed trees, and fancied he heard
one stirring in the branches overhead.
He slid down the tree and raced back to a
cabin he had passed on the trail. The owner

was away and the door locked, but he broke
it in with his axe, piled all the furniture
against the door, and sat shuddering till
morning, when he returned to the city, re-
solved to go land-hunting no more. Count
the cost before you start to follow Jesus.
Perhaps you can march with the crowd
through the city street at noon. Can you
go on alone at night ?

Bury my father, v. 59. There was once a
housewife who refused to leave her home
unless she could leave it spotlessly clean

and neat behind her. She al-
Her Own Gaoler ways found something to ar-

range or polish or wipe, and so
she never got away from home. It is true
that her home was spotless and orderly.
But the woman made herself a prisoner,
and her home her prison. She had sentenced
herself to lifelong incarceration, and she had
become her own gaoler. Now, do not be so
tied to the thing that is that you cannot find
the better thing that may be. One of the
great world-forces which resists all improve-
ment and progress is this attachment to
things as they are. Even some church folks
have feared “innovations.” It is good in-
deed to make sure before taking up with new
things. And, having made sure, it is good
to take up with them.

And looking backward, v. 62. We have
two eyes, but they look at the same object.
The advantage of having two is not to enable

us to see two things at once, but
A Roving Eye to see one thing better. We

are not equipped with double
vision but with superior single vision. In
the game of golf the essential rule is, “Keep
your eye on the ball.”” The player who for-
gets this wholesome instruction and succumbs
to the temptation to look up before his club-
head hits the ball is apt to spoil his stroke.
It is the same in tennis, baseball, cricket,
quoits, and all athietic sports. Blind, or
partially blind people, can hardly be suc-
cessful athletes. It is the same on the farm,
whence Jesus draws this proverb. It is the
same everywhere. A roving eye means a
wandering attention, a slack will, a feeble
purpose. Christ asks for concentration,
simplicity of aim, downrightness, single-
heartedness : “Be all Mine, or not at all”
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THE LESSON GRADED

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes

This Lesson is the exposition of the
Golden Text, and shows how the lines were
drawn by Jesus as He approached the close
of His public ministry. .

1. Those on Christ’s side, v. 49, 50. Bring
out three points: (a) The new wonder
worker using Jesus’ name. Consider the
widespread influence of Jesus when His
name was regarded as capable of casting
out demons. Make clear that this man was
engaged in helping others, although he did
not become one of the band of followers.
(b) The position of the disciples that be-
cause he did not follow them he could not
be a true disciple, so they forbade him.
(c) Jesus’ teaching, which distinguishes the
essential oneness of aim and spirit from the
diversity of methods. The lesson to empha-
size is the sin of narrow, sectarian prejudices.

2. Those against Christ, vs. 51-56. Bring
out the fact that these rejected Him probably
through ignorance on account of the tra-
ditional opposition of the Samaritans to
Jewish custems. Take up the vindictive
attitude of the disciples who wished to have
them destroyed, and Jesus’ rebuke of this
spirit. In view of this incident dwell upon
Jesus’ mission as one of life giving. He
would not destroy men’s lives, but spared
them for a future opportunity.

3. The danger of doubtful attitudes, vs. 57-
62. Take up the three types: (a) The
impu'sive type. Follow out Jesus’ answer
as throwing light upon the shallowness of the
man's faith. The lesson to teach is the
necessity of carefully facing the problems
involved in discipleship. (b) The hesitat-
ing type. The excuse is probably an allusion
to a proverb implying some attachment sup-
posed to be very tender and sensitive.
Note Jesus’ answer that the interests of the
living must have precedence over sacred
and tender memories. (¢) The divided
mind. Bring out that this man was a volun-
teer, feeling a great desire to be a disciple,
but his interest shows a disposition to cling
to old associations. Note that Jesue’' reply

demands immediate action. To yield to
the power of old associations is to unfit for
the service demanded by the kingdom.

Sum up by showing that a doubtful atti-
tude is a very dangerous attitude, and that
it must either become supreme passion for
the Master or will soon lapse into denial of
the Saviour. This is a strong appeal for
decision for Christ.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars

The title of the Lesson will afford a good
subject for an introductory talk with the
class. We must be either for or against
Christ. There is nc middle ground. Where
do we stand? We have five different
classes of people in the Lesson whose attitude
towards Jesus is indicated.

1. A Miracle Worker, vs. 49, 50. What
was he doing? Why did the disciples for-
bid him? What kind of spirit did they
manifest in this? If we feel that nothing
is done quite right unless it is done by those
who belong to our sect we show the narrow,
bigoted spirit of the disciples. Dwell upon
the broad, beautiful spirit of the Master
when compared with that of the disciples.

2. The Samaritans, vs. 51-56. Ask some
one to tell about the Samaritans. Who
were they, and why did they not receive
Jesus ? What happy dealings did Jesus
once have with the Samaritans ? (See John
4:30-42.)) They were at this time preju-
diced against Him because He was a Jew.
What national prejudices are we liable to
manifest in Canada ? Make it very clear
that prejudice of any kind is a mean thing
and a belittling thing. How did the disciples
propose to deal with these people ? Bringout
the meaning of Christ’s rebuke. Do not fail
to lead the scholars to see that Christ lived
in a larger, better world than His disciples.

3. A Volunteer, vs. 57, 58. This seems at
first sight to be an out-and-outer. What
answer will Jesus give to a man like this ?
It looks like a discouraging one. It is a
testing one at least. Some volunteers need
to think more about what they are doing,
about the cost of discipleship. One never
does a betier thing than when he volunteers
for Christ, but he must do this thoughtfully,
earnestly, prayerfully.
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4. A Man Called, vs. 59, 60. What excuse
did this man make ? Was not this a reason-
able excuse ? How did Jesus look upon it ?
There is something more important in life
than afuneral. About the only religious thing
that some people do is to attend a funeral.

5. Another Volunteer, vs. 61, 62. Note
that this was not a volunteer for immediate
service. What did he want to do first ?
Was there anything wrong in this? If
there was nothing more important to be
done this was all right. What answer did
Jesus give to this question ? Make very
clear to the class that there must be no selfish
reserves in surrendering ourselves to Christ.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Have a little talk with your class about
discipleship. Jesus is no longer on earth in
the flesh, but He still looks to us to be His
disciples, His followers. Ask them to think
of the honor of being invited into the number
of Jesus’ followers, and of those who go
through life paying no heed to that invi-
tation. Then take up the Lesson as follows :

1. An unknown disciple, vs. 49, 50. At
any rate, he did not belong to the official
Twelve. But he was really doing Jesus’
work. That was the important thing.
Do you remember the test which Christ
applies to men ? Read Matt. 7 :16-20. Is
it fair to say that the principle which Jesus
lays down here in v. 50 is something like

this :—When you find it impossible to agree
with some other person in everything, try
to lay your emphasis upon his good qualities
rather than upon his questionable qualities.

2. Revengeful disciples, vs. 51-56. The
point to bring out here is the failure of James
and John to really . 'sp the spirit which
animated Jesus, and which should animate
His disciples. Ask someone to read Matt.
5:4348. In loving our enemies we are
actually being like God.

3. Possible disciples, vs. 57-62. Jesus
looked upon all men as possible disciples.
Not that all men become actual disciples.
What are some of the things which prevent
certain people from being true disciples ?
(a) Some people do not take the difficulties
of the Christian life into account before they
enter upon it (vs.57,58). Jesus wants to be
honest with us, to hide none of the possibl2
hardships from us. But remember ihat
nothing is worth having that is not worth
paying for. Dr. Samuel Howe used to say :
“Obstacles are things to overcome.” (b)
Some people want to put off the decisive
step (vs. 59, 60). They are like Felix (see
Acts 24 :25). Dwell upon the dangers of
postponing our decisions, especially the
decision to follow Jesus. (c) Some people
do not take the Christian life seriously
enough (vs. 61, 62). Dwell upon Christ’s
demand that we be thorough.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

[See Skerca Map, Lesson X.]

Consult our map of Samaria and Judea
and notice where the point of a long V,
resting on a slope of Mt. Ebal, has the num-
ber 48 attached to it. If you stand to-day
at the point of that V and look southward
over the space between its spreading arms,
you find yourself in a hillside pasture.
Beyond the nearest fields you can see the
flat roofs and whitewashed walls of some
houses, clustered closely together in a little
village. Beyond the village are more fields,
bordered by the long, white line of a dusty
road. At the farther side of that road a
high hill rises, quite bare and steep. Straight
ahead, beyond the village and beyond the
lower slopes of that bare hill, you can look
off for miles and miles over gently rolling

ground at the -uth. Jerusalem is off in
that direction, beyond the hills which you
see in the farthest distance. The road
which shows most plainly, passing the vil-
lage, and skirting the foot of the bare hill,
and then leading off toward Jerusalem, is a
very, very old highway. Though we do
not actually know Jesus was following it at
that particular time, on His way to Jerusa-
lem, it is at least probable. The village
down in this near-by valley was in His day
a Samaritan village.

To look for yourself over this old Samari-
tan village and the Jerusalem road, use a
stereograph entitled, From Mt. Ebal South
Over Jacob’s Well to Mt. Gerizim.
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Something to Look Up

1. “The servant of the Lord must not
strive ; but be gentle unto all men”, said
Paul in writing to Timothy. Where are the
words Jound ?

2. In another letter Paul says that though
Jesus was rich, yet for our sakes He became
poor. Find these words.

ANSWERS, Lesson XI.—(1) James 2 : 13.
(2) Prov. 14 :21.

Prove from Scripture
That Jesus hates lukewarmness.

The Catechism

Ques. 36-38 (Review). These questions
deal with the benefits belonging to the
Christian life. Ques. 36 teaches that the
Christian can be sure of God’s love, can
reply to the accusations of conscience that
Christ’s righteousness is his, can have joy
in the guidance of God's Spirit, and can be
confident that God will complete His good
work in us. Ques. 37 teaches that the soul
of the Christian at death is freed from un-
holiness, and passes directly to glory, re-
quiring no such experience as purgatory ;
while the body of the Christian is under the

care of Christ until He comes. Ques. 38
teaches that at the resurrection our bodies
will rise, God will acknowledge us as His
children, and we will be perfectly blessed
forever.

The Question on Missions

Ques. 12.  What do the pupils do when
they leave school ? The Indian Department
is now endeavoring to follow up more closely
the work done by the schools. To worthy
pupils settling upon the reserves it offers a
free gift of $125 worth of equipment, and a
loan without interest repayable in three years
of as much more, to start boys upon a farm
and girls in their own homes. It encourages
the formation of setticments called colonies
composed entirely of graduates. The boys
usually become farmers, the girls servants
or housewives. An occasional graduate
follows a trade or goes into a profession,
particularly teaching and nursing. A few
are missionaries among their own people.
The majority of our graduates are doing as
well as the majority of those going out from
our white public schools. The rapid progress
made by the first generation of pupils gives
us hope that another generation will see the
Indian taking his place with the white in our
public schools, our higher schools and in the
civil and religious life of our country.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Lesson Subject—The Worker : those for Him : those against Him.
Introduction—A little boy may come to the board and make a number of stroces and one

taller stroke, and we'll call these

O bhould. be. on.
Christs side=_

AGA"(;T-

strokes soldiers, and the tall
stroke we'll call the captain.
Now a little girl may come and
at this side of the board make
some more strokes and we’ll call
this another army.  This army
belongs to one king and that
army to another king. The
soldiers of each of these armies

ready to fight for him.
Lesson—QOur Lesson tells us
who are in King Jesus’ army and
who belong to the army against
Him. Over the strokes we’ll

"'“_,_J l ' |IJJ are ready to serve their king,
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print, For JEsus, AGAINST JESUS.

Golden Text—Repeat Golden Text. Jesus
is ready to accept as friends any who are not
quite against Him. He gives everybody every
possible chance of being one of His soldiers.

Those for Jesus—Tell of the man who was
doing things in Jesus’ name showing he had
some faith in Jesus’ power. Jesus counted
him as belonging to His army although the
man had many faults (vs. 49, 50).

Those Against Jesus—Tell of the people of
Samaria who would not receive Jesus.

Those not lo be Depended Upon—One man
made a great promise, “Lord, I will follow
Thee”, ete., but Jesus knew he was not quite
to be trusted. Another wanted to go and
attend the burial of his father. Still another

For and Against Him
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said he would follow Jesus but wanted first
to go and say good-by to his friends. Jesus
told him that good soldiers must be ready
to follow their leader before everything else.

Your King First—Do you remember when
the boy Scouts went over to England ?
How eager they were to see their king !
How willing to serve Him! How glad to
belong to his army ! That is just the way
we should feel toward King Jesus,—eager
to see Him, ready to leave everything when
a call comes to serve Him, eager to be in His
army.

Flag—JEsus :
Acainst Him,

Something to Think About—I should be on
Christ’s side.

Traose ror Him : THOSE

FROM THE PLATFORM

HOUGHTFULLY

FOLLOW ME | o-oa

HOROUGHLY

What was the invitation which Jesus gave to His first disciples? Forrow Mg (Print
as above). What is the invitation which Jesus gives to-day ? He asks us to follow Him.
How are we to follow Him ? Well, to-day’s Lesson makes three suggestions. It tells us of
three posgible disciples (vs. 57-62). What was the trouble with the first man ? He wus
offering to follow Jesus without taking into account the difficulties. But Jesus never wants
any person to follow Him under false impressions. We are to think of what we are doing.
We are to follow THOUGHTFULLY (Print, with large T). What was the trouble with the
second man ? He wanted to put things off. But Jesus demands that we follow Him now,
To-pay (Fill in). What was the trouble with the third man ? He was not sufficiently
in earnest. But Jesus wants us to follow Him TrOROUGHLY (Fill in).

CHRISTMAS LESSON—An Alternative Lesson
Isaiah 9: 1-7. Commit to memory vs. 6, 7.
GOLDEN TEXT—Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.—Isaiah 9: 6.

Time and Place—This prophecy probably  Isaiah’s disciples. (Isa. 8 :19 to 9:7.)

belongs to the time of King Ahaz, in the 8th
century before Christ. Isaiah was a prophet
of the southern kingdom of Judah, and pro-
bably lived in Jerusalem.

Connecting Lings—The Lesson forms
part of a longer prophecy addressed to

I. The Darkness Ended, I-5.

V. 1. Nevertheless. .vezation ; a very diffi-
ciult sentence. Best rendered by the Rev.
Ver., “But there shall be no gloom to her
that was in anguish.” Lightly afflicted ;
literally, brought into contempt. It ie
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Jehovah who did this. Zebulun..Naphtali ;
lower and upper Galilee. Beyond Jordan ;
the land of Gilead (see 2 Kings 15 :29).
In Galilee of the nations ; omit “in.”  Better
“the circuit of the nations.” This prophecy.
had a new significance when Jesus preached
the gospel in Galilee.

Vs. 2, 3. Sudden change of style. The
prophecy breaks into poetry. Have seen ;
the past tense, because the prophet sees all
this as already accomplished. Not increased
the joy; the Hebrew words for “not” and
‘{0 it” are pronounced alike, and so some-
times confussed. But it is clear that this
should read, “’T'o it thou hast increased the
joy.” Before thee ; as at the Jewish festivals
(see Deut. 12 : 7).

Vs. 4, 5. In these two verses the destruc-
tion of the oppressor is pictured. The staff
of his shoulder ; the staff with which his back
was scourged. The reference is to Israel.
The day of Midian ; “day” in Arabic often
means ‘“day of battle”” The phrase here
means the day when the dominion of the
Midianites was broken (see Judges 7). For
every baltle. .fuel of fire; ‘‘after Jehovah’s
great victory every vestige of war shall be
burned up in preparation for the kingdom

December 22

of universal peace’’ (Skinner).
II. The Light Come, 6, 7,

The greatest cause for Israel’s joy is to be
the birth of the Messiah, who is to rule so
righteously. The perfect tense is used, since
the prophet regards himself as standing al-
ready in vision in the Messianic age.

V.6. Unto us; those who survive the
judgment previously described. His name
shall be called , the name of the Messiah is to
consist of a series of titles of honor, such, for
example, as were given to the kings of Egypt
and Babylon. The names given to the Mes-
siah in this passage express the characteristics
of His government. Wonderful, Counseller ;
it probably gives the sense better to com-
pound these titles, thus: “Wonder-Coun-
sellor.,””  (See Isa. 28 : 29.) The mighty
God ; better, Il('m-(lod. Wisdom and
strength are two fundamental necessities for
a successful King. The remaining two titles
suggest that the Messiah’s rule is to be father-
ly and peaceful.

V. 7. Tells us of the spread and stability
of the Messiah’s Kingdom. To order it ;
the Messiah’s throne does not depend so
much upon force as upon judgment and
righteousness.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—Christmas Lesson.

Introduction—Around the board have a
string of Christmas bells either of paper or
outline. Speak of the coming Christmas
day and its meaning to us. What do the
Christmas bells say to us? Repeat with
swaying motion of arms :

“Beautiful bells, joy-giving bells,
Sweet is the story your glad ringing tells ;

Beautiful bells that seem to say

‘Christ the Redeemer is born to-day.’”

Tell the Christmas story (Luke, ch. 2).
It was while the shepherds were doing their
duty, and minding their sheep that the good
news of Jesus’ birth was told to them. Boys
and girls who neglect duty need not expect
blessing.

Golden Text—Repeat.

The Prince of Peace—Print, CuiLp, SoN,
Wonperrur, CounseLLor, THE MicaTY
Gop, Tee EVERLASTING FATHER, PRINCE
oF PEACE.

At His birth the angels sang, ‘“‘Peace on
earth, good will toward men”’, and when He
was leaving this world, He said to His dis-
ciples, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I
give unto you.” We are told to “follow
after those things which make for peace.”

A Promise of Pcace on Earth—God gives
a wonderful promise through Isaiah (v. 7),
and we are seeing day by day the government
and peace of Jesus spreading over the world.

A Christmas Promise—

“And now we all will promise the heathen
children, that we

Will send the knowledge of Jesus’ love to
lands beyond the sea,

Till all the world shall Christmas keep, re-
joicing for His birth,

At which the shining angels sang, ‘Good will
and peace on earth.’”

Flag—CHRISTMAS.

Something to Think Abgut—I should have
peace and good will in my heart.
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Lesson XIII. REVIEW December 29, 1912

TO MAKE READY FOR THE REVIEW —The Scholar should read over each Lesson
carefully, and know by heart the Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Lesson Plan, as given below.
The Supplemental Bible Work, Seriptu-e Memory Passages, and Shorter Catechism (Ques-
tions 30 to 38), and the Question on Missions for the Quarter should be revised.

GOLDEN TEXT—If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether
1 speak of myself.—John 7 : 17.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The mission to the Gentiles, Mark 7 : 24-30. T.—The great
question, Mark 8 : 27 to 9: 1. W —The star of Bethlehem, Matt. 2 : 1-10, Th.—The Prince of Peace, Isa. 9: 1-7.
F.—The T-ansfiguration, Mark 9 : 2-13. 8.—The Child in the midst, Matt. 18 : 1-14, S.—Forgiveness, Matt.
18 : 15-3¢ )

Prove from Scripture—7That to know Jesus we must follow Him.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 195 (Supplementai Lesson); 180 ; 185 ;476 (from PriMary QUARTERLY);
213.

Lantern 8lides—Use all the Slides for the Quarter. (Slides are obtained from the Preshyterian Lantern
Slide Department, Weston, Ont., at $2.00 a dozen.)

Stereograph—For Lesson (Review), no new stereograph. Repeat certain visits made during the Quarter
(Underwood & Underwood, see page 573).

ReviEw (_,HAm‘ l‘()URTH Ql ARTER

Live or CHRIST IN

i : " >
Synorric GosPELS Lesson TitLe GovpeN Texr LessoN Pran

I.—Mark 6 : 45-56. |Jesus Walking on the Sea. [Straightway Jesus spake|l. The mountain and prayer. 2.

unto them.—Matt. 14: The sea and a rescue. 3. The

| . land and healing.

I[.—Mark 7 : 1-13. |Clean and Unclean. For the kingdom of God is|l. Unwashen hands. 2. True

not meat.—~Rom. 14 : hearts.

17.

11I.—Mark 7 : 24-30;|Mission to the Gentiles. |Him that cometh to me.—|l. The faith of a Gentile woman.
Matt. 8 : 5-13. John 6 : 37. 2.”The faith of a Gentile

soldier.

IV.—Mark 7:31 toWanderings in Decapolis. |He hath done ull !hmgs 1. The deaf and dumb man cured.
8:10. well.—Mark 7 2. The multitude fed.

V.—Mark 8 : 11-26. |The Sign and the Leaven. |Jesus spake unto them.—|l. Seekers rebuked. 2. Seekers re-
John 8 : 12, warded.

VI.—Hosea, ch. 7. World's Temperance Sun-‘“toe unto them thnc rise up|1. Social corruption. 2. Moral de-
[ day. early.—Isa. 5 : 11, cay.

VII.—Mark 8 : 27 to{The Great Question. |Tbou art the Christ—Matt.|1. A great confession. 2. A keen
9:1. 16 : 16, rebuke. 3. The true terms of

. discipleship.
VIII.—Mark 9 : 2-13.The Transfiguration. A voice came out of the|l. The transfiguration. 2. The
cloud.—Luke 9 : 35. l after-questioning.

IX.—Mark 9 : 14-29./The Lunatic Boy. And Jesus said unto him,|1. The lunatic boy. 2. The healing.
‘l)f thJOU canst !—Mark 3. The reason why.
X. — Matt. 18 : 1-14.\Tho Child in the Midst. |In heaven their angels do 1. A lesson from a little child. 2.
always behold the face.! A lesson from a Good Shep-
‘ [ —Matt. 18 : 10. herd.
XI.—Matt. 18: 21-35. Forgiveness. {Be ye kind (‘Te to another. 1. Forgiveness enjoined. 2. For-

‘ | —Eph. 4 : 32, | giveness illustrated.

XII.—Luke 9 :49-62.\For and Against Him. IHe that is not against you. 1. Two rebukes of intolerance. 2.
| _ —Luke 9 : 50. Three kinds of followers.

i THE QUARTERLY REVIEW
FOR BIBLE CLASSES: Faith and Unbelief

The following plan for the Review is in keeping with the general development of faith
and unbelief. Make it the basis of review.

Begin with the Golden Text. Obedience brings assurance of the validity of Jesus’ claims
and authority, while disobedience leads to disaster. Treat this principle of Jesus as a prac-
tical cure for doubt. The Lessons of the Quarter can be easily reviewed as illustrations of
this principle. Take up each Lesson separately, elicit the main facts and then bring out the
truth which is embodied in the Golden Text.
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Lesson I. Bring out His command to pass over to the other side of the lake, and their
obedience. Notice the divine attestation to His works in the supremacy of the Master over
the forces of nature and the wonderful deliverance He brought to the disciples.

Lesson II. Dwell upon the two main conceptions of the kingdom of God as held by the
Pharisees and Jesus, the one external and mechanical, the other personal and spiritual. These
two views of religion have always been in ¢ nflict. The Old Testament prophets were continual-
ly protesting against the external mechanical view of religion. The divine authority of Jesus’
conception is fully established by the experience of those who have tested it in daily life and by
its acceptance in every valid principle of ethics.

Lesson III. The main line of thought to discuss is that two representatives of the Gentiles
came to Jesus and asked for healing for others. It was an appeal which met a generous re-
sponse to faith which interceded with the Master. As soon as they obeyed blessing came.
Jesus made obedience the condition of blessing. Bring out the thought that such obedience
is the surest proof of an inner faith.

Lesson 1V. Tius Lesson has two incidents, one the exercise of divine power in restoring
speech to the dumb, the other the feeding of the four thousand, where Jesus’ word carried
divine power to multiply the food. Remind the class of the place Jesus gave ‘o the disciples
in handing on to others the results of the miracle.

Lesson V. Bring out the divine insight which searched the superficial views of the Phari-
sees and warned against such deception as the Pharisees were practising. Note how generations
of disciples have rejoiced in the warnings Jesus uttered against such hypocrisy.

Lesson VII. Show how this confession has always been accepted as true and how disbelief
in the divinity of Jesus makes the attitude of men one of blind quest for authority in religion
and satisfaction for the spirit in its longing for an ideal and fellowship.

Lesson VIII. The heart of this Lesson is the special attestation to His divine mission
which strengthened the faith of the disciples.

Lesson IX. Deal with this as a case of weak faith clinging to divine energy and reaping
its reward. Hven weak faith does not go unrewarded.

Lesson X. Bring out the heart of this Lesson which is that the place of the disciple is to
obey the Master’s will even as a little child. Note the place of faith in the childlike character.

Lesson XI. This Lesson shows that divine authority demands a divine forgiving spirit
in daily practice.

Lesson XII. Bring out the main thought that Jesus pressed His authority upon all ho
would follow, and urged all to count the cost and follow. The one Lesson to enforce and apply
s that if we put Jesus to the test practically we shall realize the consciousness of His divine
power as sufficient for our needs.

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW
FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS AND THE BOYS AND GIRLS: A Reviewby Lesson Titles

The Lessons of the Quarter cover about six months in the life of Christ, and bring us down
to the autumn before His death. The Lesson Titles may be made use of for Review purposes.

1. Jesus Walking on the Sea, Mark 6: 45-56. Why did He not go in a boat ? What kind
of a night was it? What effect did the storm have upon the fishermen-disciples ? How were
their fears removed ? We have no reason to fear in any kind of weather when we have Jesus
with us,

2. Clean and Unclean, Mark 7 :1-13. Some people in this Lesson have a good deal to
say ebout clean and unclean hands. Who were they and what did they mean by these terms ?
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There is One who thinks more about a clean heart than clean hands. Who is He? How
can we make and keep the heart clean ? In what hymn do we find the words, “ Make and
keep me pure within ?”

3. Mission to the Gentiles, Mark 7 :24-30 ; Matt. 8 : 5-13. Who are the Gentiles re-
ferred to? Who was the missionary ? In which case was it foreign mission work ? In which
home mission work ? Is there any distinction in the Bible between home and foreign mis-
sions ? Should we make any distinction between them ?

4. Wanderings in Decapolis, Mark 7 : 31 to 8 : 10. What happened during these wan-
derings ? How did Jesus cure the deaf man ? Jesus was ready to make use of means in order
to assist the faith of the deaf man. Why did Jesus feed the multitude in the desert ? His
compassion for all kinds of suffering and want is the same to-day. What is the literal
meaning of “compassion ?” It means “fellow-feeling.” Jesus puts Himself in the place of
those in need.

5. The Sign and the Leaven, Mark 8 : 11-26. Who asked for asign? Why did they ask ?
What answer did they receive ? How did Jesus warn His disciples against people like these ?
Let us guard against insincerity and impurity. This Lesson shows us how slow the disciples
were in learning from Jesus. Do we learn from Him as quickly as we should ?

7. The Great Question, Mark 8:27 to 9 : 1. What is the great question of this Lesson ?
Is there any greater question than this? What unanswerable question does the Lesson
contain ? Have you given this question some serious thought ? Do we ever act as if the gain-
ing of the world, and the prizes it offers, were of far more value to us than our souls ?

8. The Transfiguration, Mark 9 :2-13. How many people witnessed the Transfigura-
tion? Of what help was the Transfiguration to Jesus in facing the events of the future ?
Of what help was it to the three disciples ? In times of spiritual depression it will be a good
thing for us to remember our times of spiritual exaltation. What mistake did one of the
company make ? Is it possible for our lives to be transfigured ? Is there any place in the
Bible where we are enioined to have our lives transfigured ? (See Rom. 12 :2.)

9. The Lunatic Boy, Mark 9: 14-29. Why could not the disciples carehim? Emphasize
the deadening power of unbelief. Where was Jesuas at the time ? Tell soinething about the
cure, Jesus 1s mighty to save. He is able to save to the uttermost.

10. The Child in the Midst, Matt. 18: 1-14. For what purpose did Jesus make use of this
child as an object Lesson ? How does His love for children come out in this Lesson ? His
love embraces the whole world.

11. Forgiveness, Matt. 18 :21-35. How many believe in forgiveness ? How many
practise it ? Is there any one you cannot forgive? This is a beautiful grace which
we must cultivate in our hearts if we wish to be like Jesus

12. For and Against Him, Luke 9 :49-62. Who in this Lesson are for Jesus and who
against Him ? It is doubtful about where some stand. Perhaps they do not know themselves.
It is possible to be mistaken about this matter. (See Matt. 25 : 44.) What is it to be for
Jesus ? What is it to be against Him ? Where do we stand ? Where shall we all wish to
stand some day ? It is not safe to allow the year to end without making sure that we are
right with God and man.

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW
FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES: The Mighty Worker
Review Subject—The Mighty Worker, the Son of God.

Introduction—We are going to think of the Worker, Jesus, as a Hero, triumphant, doing all
He came to the world to do. Let us place our flag symbols on the board (either the outlines
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used, cr little flags of red paper with white cross in the centre, on which is written the Lesson
Subject and beside the flag the Lesson Thought.)

Lesson I. Jesus walking on the sea. Why did Jesus walk on the water ? What did the
disciples think when they saw Him ? Does Jesus know all our troubles ?  Lesson Thought—
I should always trust Jesus.

Lesson II. Jesus and people's hearts. Why did the Pharisees wash their hands so often ?
Which is easier,—to have clean hands or to have clean hearts ? I should pray with my heart.

Lesson I11. Jesus and the sirangers. What did Jesus do for the heathen woman and man ?
Does Jesus want to save the heathen | - We should give the gospel to all people.

JESUS Tue WORKER
d};&“fson A Hero ’

TRIUMP HANT'

&oxmww WX red>

Lesson IV. Jesus and the deaf and hungry. How did Jesus cure the deaf man ? How
did He feed the hungry crowd ? Why did He feed the hungry crowd ? What is “coms
passion ?”  How can we show tenderness and kindness ? I should be tender to those who suffer.

Lesson V. Jesus and a blind man. How did Jesus touch the blind man ?
help us to see God ? Jesus can give wonderful gifts.

Lesson VII. Jesus’ great question. What was this question ? What do we think of
Jesus ? Do Jesus’ followers have crosses to bear ? How should we bear our troubles ?  Jesus
18 the son of God.

Lesson VIII. Jesus transfigured. What change came over Jesus on that mountain top ?
Why did God show this to the disciples ? Is heaven a beautiful place ? Heaven is full of
glory.

Lesson IX. Jesuc and the lunatic boy. What is the thinking part of our body ? What
happens if the brain becomes sick ? How did faith in Jesus help the poor lunatic boy ? Can
little ones have faith ? Faith can do wonderful things ?

Lesson X. Jesus and a little child. Does Jesus love little children ? Does He want their
service ? What did He tell the disciples about being childlike ? Jesus loves me.

Lesson XI. Jesus and forgiveness. What story did Jesus tell the disciples about an
unforgiving servant ? Do we need forgiveness ? Will God forgive us ? I should be kind
and forgiving.

Lesson XII. Jesus: those for Him : those against Him. To which army will you be-

long ? Is our King Jesus a hero ? Was He brave ? Did He do all the work He came to do ?
I should be on Christ’s side.

Hymn—Sing v. 1, Hymn 252, Book of Praise :
““Who is on the Lord’s side ? -
Who will serve the King ?”’ ete.

Can Jesus
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and shows how its future life and progress
depend on its attitude to two or three great
problems of the present time.

The book pleads for the warmt’y of the old
Evangelicalism together with a wider intel-
lectual outlook.

Foolscap 8vo, 132 pages. Cloth gilt, 48c.

THE RENASCENCE OF
FAITH

By the Rev. Richard Roberts.

N this important volume the future of
traditional Christianity is ably dealt
with,

Cloth gilt, $1.76.

With 4 Colour Plates. Extra crown 8vo, 256 pages. Cloth, 88¢. net.

LIFE'S TANGLED
THREAD

RT. REV. W. BOYD-CARPENTER, D.D.
(Canon of Westminster and late
Bishop of Ripon).

HIS little volume is written particu-
larly for those who are perplexed by
the inscrutable mysteries of life—

suffering, calamity, the presence of sin in
God's domain, &c. Advancing the axiom
that life is a gift to us, the author discusses
the great problem in four illuminating sections
dealing with *' Life's Problem,” “The Tangles
of Men's Making,” * What does Life Mean ?"
and “The Silver Thread of Faith." The
Bishop's thoughtful and sympathetic exposi-
tion of the subject will be helpful to thousands.

With Rembrandt Photogravure Frontis-
piece. Super royal 16mo. 86¢c. net.

LIFE’S UNEXPECTED
ISSUES

And other Papers on Character and
Conduct

By the Rev W. L. Watkinson, D.D., LL.D.

R. WATKINSON is one of the foremost

preachers of the day. He is never

dull, gets quickly to the heart of his

subject, and has an incisive, refreshing style.
Portrait Frontispiece, cloth gilt, $1.00.

Cassell @ Company Ltd., Publishers
42 Adelaide Street West, TORONTO
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* AN ORDER OF SERVICE : Fourth Quarter

Opening Exercises
I. AwL Stanp.
II. Recite N CoONCERT.
for the Quarter, John 7 : 17,
“If any man will to do His will, he shall
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God,
or whether I speak of Myself.”
III. SiNGiNG.
Teach me, O Loid the perfect way
Of Thy precepts divine,
And to observe it to the end
I shall my heart incline.

Golden Text

Give understanding unto me,
So keep Thy law shall I ;

Yea, even with my whole heart I shall
Observe it carefully.

—Psalm Sel. 92 (vs. 1, 2), Book of Praise

IV. Responsive SenNTENces. Psalm 19 :
7-9, 14.

Superintendent. The law of the Lord is
perfect, converting the soul ; the te uimouny
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

School. The statutes of the iord are
right, rejoicing the heart : the command-
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the
eyes.

Supe.intendent. The fear of the Lord is
clean, enduring for ever : the judgments of
the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

School. Let the words of my mouth, and
the meditation of my heart, be acceptable
in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my
redeemer.

V. PRAYER.

VI. SiNeinGg. Selected : See list of
Hymns for each Sunday in TEAcHERS
MontaLy and HoME STuDY QUARTERLY.

VII. BisLe WoRk.
mental Lessons.

VIII. Siveing. Hymn 195, Book of
Praise. (It is expected that this Hymn from
the Supplemental Lessons for the Quarter
will be memorized during the Quarter.)

From the Supple-

IX. REeADING OF LESSON PASSAGE.

X. Reap ResponsiveLy—See SpPECIAL
ScripTURE READING in THE TEACHERS

MonNTHLY, in connection with each Lesson.

XI. SivaiNg. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection may usually be that marked
“From the PrIiMARY QUARTERLY.”)

Class Work
[Let this be entirely undisturbed by Secret
rarian's distribution or otherwise.
I. Rowun Cann, by teache: or Class Secre-
tary.

II. OrrerING ; which may be taken up
in a Class Envelope, or Class and Report
Envelope. The Class Treasurer may collect
and count the money.

's or Lib-

ITi. ReciraTion. 1. Seripture Memory
Passages from the Supplementa! Lessons, or
Memory Verses in Lesson Help.. 2. Cate-
chism.

IV. Lgsson Stupy.

Closing Exercises

I. SinciNg. Selected. See list of Hymns
for each Sunday in TeacHErRs MoNTHLY and
Home StupY QUARTERLY.

II. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the fol-
lowing items : Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do not overload
the Review ; it should be pointed, brief and
bright.)

11I. Singing. Hymn 238, Book of Praise :
one verse each Sunday, thus sung twice
through in the Quarter.

2 Tim. 3 : 14, 15.

Superintendent.—Continue thou in the
things which thou hast learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast
learned them ;

And that from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.

IV. A SENTENCE.

V. BENEDICTION.

* Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be had at soc, a hundred
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for PROFIT

AVE you any Literary inchaations?
Would you like to be a writer and
EARN THE HANDSOME INCOME that

every successful writer earns.

THE DEMAND FOR STORIES is simply un-
limited. The MAGAZINES GO BEGGING for
bright, interesting stories. DON'T THIS
LOCX BRIGHT for the one who KNOWS HOW.

ITS OUR BUSINESS TO M.LKE
SUCCESSFUL WRITERS.

We can prepare you at home under direcy
tion of America's ablest writer and tutor

Our instruction is endorsed by some of

America’s foremost writers.
LET US TURN YOUR TALENT INTO
MONEY EARNING CHANNELS.

DRAWING
for MONEY

RE you fond of Drawing? Why not
learn to

DRAW FOR MONEY ?

The greatest incomes of modern times are
earned by artists.

We teach you right at home this very popular
profession.

Our courses have been prepared by the strong-
est combination of art talent in America—BY
STAFF OF SIX SPECIALISTS.

We offer the most authoritative and scientific
instruction that can be obtained.

We have students everywhere—some of
Canada’s leading illustrators are our students.

If you have any fondness for drawing, you
can make a success for FONDNESS means
TALENT.
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THE BOOK PAGE

(Books for notice should be sent to the Editors
of the Teachers Monthly, Presbyterian Publi-
cations, Toronto

Richard Roberts has, through his Renascence of
Faith, made himself entitled to be heard, and that
title is enhanced in his new book, The High Road to
Christ : A Popular Essay in Restatement (Cassell and
Co., 171 pages, 75¢. net): that is, the restatement of
Christian beliefs. The book consists of a series of
addresses, taking the title of one of these. The aim
of the addresses is to set forth the central truths of
the gospel in the full light of modern inquiry and
knowledge, the assumption lying behin. being * that
the forms in which Christian u'th embodies itself
vary from age to age."” “The heart of the gospel
cannot become obsolete, but the clothes in which one
age dresses it are not in the next age suitable, either
in size or character.” It is “‘to see how Christianity
appears clothed in a modern habit”, that these ad-
dresses were g.ven. The practical object of the book
is to clear the high road to Christ. Questions of
Biblical criticism, the relation of modern science to
revelation, ete., are frankly discussed. The whole
effect of the treatment is enlightening and tonic
The key is in its last sentence of the book : *He who
would attain to the full stature of his manhood, must
needs let the great Christ in.” Mr. Roberts’ volume
is full of suggestions for preachers and teachers, and
nothing better could be put into the hand of a young
man who is drifting from the moorings of his faith.

There is perhaps no living writer who knows the
Mosl and Moh d as does Dr. Samuel
M. Zwemer, the author already of several standard
books in his line of special knowledge and study.
He has now put the Christian world under fresh
obligation by a new volume, The Moslem Christ :
an Essay on the Life, Character and Teachings of
Jesus Christ according to the Koran and Orthodox
Tradition (Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, Edinburgh,
198 pages, $1.25). The first seven chapters of the
book, which are a careful and thoroughly wrought out
study of the references to Jesus in the Koran and
Moslem tradition, lead to a final discussion in
Chapter VIIL. of the practical question of *How to
preach Christ to Moslems who know Jesus.” The
present-day philosophical disintegration of Islam,
not only as regards its dogmas, but its ethical teaching,
now that its thinkers are compelled to face the New
Testament revelation of Jesus, has compelled Moslems
anew to consider the fact of the Christ. Dr. Zwemer's
conclusion, based on actual instances from his own
experience, is that ; “let a Moslem once feel the
burden of his sins, and turn away from Mohammed
and the Moslem Christ to the Living Saviour, the
Son of God revealed in the Gospel, the Lamb of God
who taketh away the sin of the world, and all his
intellectual difficulties vanish like the morning mist
before the rising sun. Moslem converts are no longer
Unitarians.” The whole Christ of the Apostles’
Creed becomes their joyful possession.

No one can claim to have been better qualified to
write The Life of Lord Selkirk: Coloniser of Western
Canada (The Musson Book Company, Toronto, 95
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pages, 9 full page illustrations, 50c.), than Dr. George
Bryce, Hon. Professor in Manitoba College, Winni-
peg, whose whole public life has been spent in that
city, and who has made long and extensive study of
the history of Western Canada. The work is timely,
for 1912 marked the centennial of the landing of Lord
Selkirk's first band of settlers at Point Douglas on
the Red River, now within the limits of the city of
Winnipeg. And the story is worth telling. Sir
Walter Scott, his old college friend, said of Lord
Selkirk : "I neer knew in my life of & man of a more
generous and disinterested disposition, or one whose tal-
ent and perseverance were better qualified to bring great
and national schemes to consclusion.” His emigra-
tion projects in Prince Edward Island, on the shores
of Lake St. Clair, in what is now Western Ontario, and
on the Red River, seem to have been the outcome
of his philanthropic pity for and desire to better the
condition of his poor unfortunate ‘ellow countrymen.
That they had not in their beginning better success
may be attributed to the hard conditions of pioneer
life on this continent in the beginning of the last
century; and, in the North West, to the determined
and unceasing opposition of the great fur companies.
The motive was good, the energy and high courage of
the leader were undoubted, and his memory is deserv-
ing of the high praise which this book awards it. It
is a stirring tale which Dr. Bryce has to tell —a tale
which all Canadians, old and young, will be the better
for reading.

The nineteen bits that are linked together like ‘a
chain of little lakes” in Henry Van Dyke's neweust
volume, The Unknown Quantity: A Book of Ro-

*mance and Some Half-Told Tales (The Copp, Clark
Co., Toronto, 369 pages, with full page illustrations
by Chas. 8. Chapman, Garth Jones, Sigismond de
Ivanowski and others, $1.50), are, like all Van D:ke's
work, exquisitely done. The thread that runs through
them all like a little river joining little lakes is what
the writer calls “The Unknown Quantity',—the
mysterious things which happen us and which no one
can explain, the changes for good or ill that take
place in the heart of man for which his intellect gives
no reason, the daily miracle of free choice which some-
times flashes out the strangest things, the secret,
incalculable influence of one life on another, the un-
accountable web of circumstance, and the vast unex-
plored land of dreams. Amongst the choicest of the
bits are two or three stories of the far northern Quebec
woods and camps—Henry Van Dyke interprets the
French Canadian almost with as much insight as did
Dr. Drummond. But the stories go far abroad—
on both sides of the sea, amongst artists and
musicians, country doctors, millionaires, music lovers.
One of the sweetest and tenderest of all is The Sad
Shepherd, of the birth time of our Lord, whic if we
mistake not, has already appeared elsewhere in a
separate booklet, but deserves the greater permanency
which it has now received. Henry Van Dyke recalls
Robert Louis Stevenson in the perfection of his style,
and he has the living flame of imagination which
kindles everything which it touches.

The Boys’ Parkman : The Romantic History
of Canada (McClelland and Goodchild, Toronto,
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187 pages ; illustrated; price $1.00), consists of a
number of chapters or shorter extracts, such as are
likely to interest boys, from some of Parkman's best
known books, chiefly, The Conspiracy of Pontiac,
and La Salle and the Discovery of the Great West.
All the chapters are connected, in one way or another,
with Indians and their manners, customs and history,
and the compiler has succeeded in making a very stir-
ring boys’ book, and one which will drive the young
reader to Parkman's books themselves for fuller de-
tails. The illustrations also, beginning with the fine
frontispiece of An Indian Embassy, are such as will
immediately grip the attention of boys.

The “teen” age is the confessedly hardest to cater
for. It is easy enough to write for grown people
about growing boys, but it is quite another thing to
write for boys—on their own level. I. T. Thurston
has the secret, as shown in such stories as “The Big
Brother of Sabin Street”, and * The Bishop's Shadow."”
Another has now been added in The Scout Master
of Troop § (Fleming H. Revell Company, Toronto,
288 pages, several full page scout illustrations, $1.00
net). The story is full of the things that boys love
from camp life and adventure to the daily life among
boys of the slums. Its '.cro, Sidney Hart, begins by
running away from home—a wealthy, luxurious home,
with all the love and care of fond parents, because the
spirit of adventure runs hot in his veins, and the
desire to be and do something “real”’; begins thus, and
ends with the same Sidney this Scout Master of Troop
5 marshaled from the slums, and learning under his
big-brotherly guidance to obey the Scout law, and
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thus become self-respecting lads and the making of
good citizens. The book is a “find” for those who
wish to provide boys with something which they will
read—and which will do them good.

“They seem to me of the finest and strongest and
most helpful deliverances that have been penned
‘since spoken word man's spirit stirred beyond his
belly need’ ""—so an ardent admirer speaks of Herbert
Kaufman's essays of which Do Something | Be
Something ! (George H. Doran Company, New
York, Musson Book Company, Toronto, 112 pages,
75¢. net) is the sixth volume. Perhaps the encomium
is rather too rosy tinted ; but certainly the ‘“‘new
philosophy of human efficiency’” which Kaufman
preaches in the brief, pointed, bullet-like paragraphs
of which the eighteen chapters of this little volume
are made up is a strong tonic. “It is the dietum of
work, success, confidence, honesty and truth”, and
set forth in epigrams : No man is secure who feels a
sense of security. Self-complacency is a frost—it kills
growth. Self-satisfaction is a rust—it dulls bril-
liance.” *Go over in the corner, have a good half-
hour’s chat with your record (this in capital letters)
1f you're ashamed to face yourself, don't blame the rest
of us if we don't like your face.”” For those who need
rousing up and cheering on, Mr. Kaufman's little
book may be recommended as a “sure cure."”

“Miss 318" is an old New York acquaintance whom
we are glad to meet again. Her *fine” manners and
rich departmental store lingo only brought out more
effectively, by way of contrast, the true, sweet, strong

|
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ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE

yive TORONTO, CANADA

A RESIDENTIAL AND DAY SCHCGL FOR BOYS

UPPER AND LOWER SCHOOLS

Boys prepared for the Uni- Excellent Staff Careful oversight in the

vessities Complete Equipment Classroom and on the
The Royal Militnry College Large Athletic Fields Athletic Field

and Business Winter Term Commences November 18th, 1913,
Calendar sent Rev. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., LL.D.
on application 2518 Headmaster

St.Margaret’s
College, Toronto

A Residential and Day School for Girls

3 Pounded by the late George Dickson, M. A., former Principal of Upper Oanada
! College, and Mrs. Dickson,

MRS. GEORGE DICKSON, President.
MISS J. E. MACDONALD, B.A., Principal

University matriculation a specialty, Classes limited in numbers, Resident

* W mistresses of French and German. Music, Art, Domestic Science, Physical
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»{ ming Bath, § Write for illustrated prospectus.
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woman who wrestled with the bargain hunters all
the long hours of the store day, and was the light and
support of her poverty shared home at *Number
Two—Oh-Fi' West a Hunnerd and Forty-Se'nth
Street.” In this new story of Miss 318 and Mr. 37 ;
by Rupert Hughes (Fleming H. Revell Company,
Toronto, 128 pages, 6 full page illustrations, 70c.
net), Miss 318 finds her affinity in the person of a
husky fireman, who is as awkward as a young bear
as a lover, but a shining hero when it comes to rescuing
helpless women from the great fire in which The Mam-
moth went up when jammed with shoppers. No. 318
stands out of the way that another's life may be saved,
and deserves the miraculous rescue which made a
*“Mr. and Mrs. No. 37" inevitable.

The Presbyterian Year Book 1918 (Presbyterian
Publications, Toronto, 96 pages, 5 cents each, $4 per
100). Many ministers, sessions, Missionary Com-
mittees, and Sunday School and Y.P.S. workers are
asking, * What shall we put into the hands of people,
that will give them a full, accurate and interesting
account of the work of our church at a small price,
and so arranged as to be quickly and easily read 7"
The answer is The Presbyterian Year Book, now in
its fourth year. It is prepared by the Presbyterian
Publications at the request of the General Assembly,
and presents in a compaect form an account of the year's
work as carried on by the various boards and commit-
tees of the church. It also outlines the plans of
work for the year to come and gives the statistics of
the church, the details of the Budget, Sabbath
School Lessons, Golden Texts and Daily Readings,
the Y.P.S.C.E. and Guild Topics and various other
items of useful information. The small price at
which th's “much in little” handbook is published
should of itself secure it a wide circulation.

Amongst the useful Helps to Lesson Study is Tar-
bell’s Teachers' Guide (Wm. Briggs, Toronto, 473
pages, $1.15 postpaid). Miss Tarbell's work, like
Dr. Peloubet's, is coming to be too well and favorably
known to require lengthened notice. Each annual
volume is an advance upon the previous one. That
for 1913, for instance, contains an excellent eritical
and popular treatment of the books of the Bible from
which the Lessons of the year are taken, and also
a few pages of general suggestions to teschers of the
various grades. The Lesson material is well wrought
out, with abundant quotation from commentators
and scholars, and varied suggestions to teachers on
each Lesson. The Teachers' Guide is intended
specially, and is specially suited, for those in charge
of intermediate or junior classes.

The story of a man's fight and victory over his
personal cowardice is convincingly told in Rex Beach's
latest book, The Net (The Musson Book Co., Toronto,
333 pages, $1.35 net). Rex Beach is already v ell known
as the author of Alaskan stories. This new story
opens in Sicily twenty-five years ago, where the hero,
a young American, becomes involved with the dreaded
Sicilian secret society, the Mafia. His best friend is
murdered by the Mafia, and he sets out to bring the
murderer to justice. The movement shifts to New
Orleans, and there the fight against the mysterious
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leader of the Mafia is brought to a dramatic finish.
The story is forcefully told, and a bright vein of humor
running throughout it relieves the somewhat grisly
incidents of the plot.

The Magic Aeroplane, by Mrs. L. B. 8. Hender-
son, (The Copp, Clark Company, Limited, Toronto,
06 pages, illustrated ; price $1.00), came in a Christ-
mas stocking and took a little boy and girl, a pussy
cat and a dove, on a flying trip to Mars, the moon,
the sun, Toyland, and the home of Santa Claus.
Their novel adventures are told in a large print type,
and with lively illustrations, many of them colored, that
will appeal strongly to little people. The Flight
Brothers (same price and published by the same
author), is also an aeroplane story and picture book,
but the heroes of the wonderful air adventures, Jack
and Billy, are boys of ten and twelve, and they make
a round the world trip, visiting Honolulu, India,
Chicago, and other widely separated places. The
size of the book, and type and the pictures are uni-
form with The Magic Aeroplane.

The heroes and heroines of the stories of E. V.
Lucas, of whicn London Lavender (The Copp, Clark
Company, Limited, Toronto; 295 pages; price
$1.25), is the latest, have a delightful faculty of drop-
ping down among interesting neighbors. Readers
of Over Bemerton’s, or Mr. Ingleside, will recall this
happy trait. London Lavender, shows the lonely
bachelor, who, in Over Bemerton's, lived above a
second-hand bookstore, married and in a house in
quiet Primrose Row. But the house and locality
prove to be full of unusual people. A man concerned
in making moving picture dramas, to whom even a
sneeze gives an idea for a thrilling film ; another who
had stolen from the National Gallery a picture he had
once presented to it ; a philosophical chambermaid
married to the keeper of the apes’ house at the Zoo ;
a young sporting man with a mania for senseless
betting ; a Socialist, and a kind-hearted and im-
practicable inventor, were some of the near neighbors.
Editors and parliamentarians and men of affairs were
to be readily found by a little further looking. And
always, as in Mr. Lucas’ books, though there may be
little plot, there is plenty of good talk, and no little
comment and philosophising. Sometimes the talk is
instructive, and almost aiways amusing, with a gentle
poking of fun at the latest fads and fancies, and a
frank discussion of modern movements and hobbies.

The following have also been received :—

Cassern ANp Company :—Sons of the Sea, by
Captain Frank H. Shaw; 310 pages; illustrated ;
Price $1.00 net.

Little Books on Great Writers —Thackeray,
by Sidney Dark ; 71 pages; illustrated ; Price 30
cents.

Sister-in-Chief, by Dorothy a Beckett Terrell ;
307 pages ; illustrated ; $1.00 net.

All About Ships, by Lieutenant Taprell Dorling,
R.N.; 371 pages ; illustrated ; Price $1.75.

Spiderland, by R. A. Ellis ; 108 pages ; illustrated ;
Price $1.00 net. .

The Man at Lone Lake, by Virna Sheard ; 310
pages ; illustrated ; Price $1.25.




The Teachers Monthly December, 1912

The Underwood /> 5us

independence to many thousands of young
people.

AT our Toronto office alone in July and

August we supplied stenographers
for 1,275 positions with the leading
business offices.

THE facilities of our unequalled Employment
Department are available, free of charge, in
every city in Canada.

IN the larger cities, first class sten-
ographers expert in the operation of the

Underwood receive from $15 to $18 a week.

Communicate with us if interested.

United Typewriter Co., Ltd.

All Canadian Cities
HEAD OFFICE—TORONTO

I AT S R I
. e

Please mention Tus Teacazes MoNTHLY when writing to advertisers




