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A Double Quartette of Leaders

The a panying picture is one of
quite iber taken by the Editor dur
ing th slons of the Ecumenical Coun

cll. ¥ t of the gentlemen in it are
representative official leaders in the con
nexional Sunday School and Young Peo
ple's work in England and America.
The first person on the rear line, count
ing from the left, is the able editor of
the Northwestern Christian Advocate,
Rev. Dr, C, M, Stuart, recently elected
President of the Garrett Biblical Insti
tute. Next to him is Prof. Rev. w. J
Moulton, M.A,, of Headingley College,
Leeds, England, whose splendid Fernly

lectures “The Witness of Israel,
should be diligently studled by all
thoughtful young Bible readers. Stand

ing by Prof. Moulton is Rev. W, B, Fitz
Gerald, Ge al Secretary of the Wesley
Guild of nglish Wesleyan Methodism,

The

and editor of the monthly

for our mnext issue you will learn of
a splendid plan that these men have
devigsed to Inspire world-wide young

Methodism with holy zeal and enterprise
for still greater achievement in the cause
of God

A Prayer League

The Convention of the Chatham Dis
trict recently held at Dresden, recom
mended the formation of a prayer circle
in every League under the direction of
the First Vice-President, The plan meets
with our most hearty and unqualified ap
proval. Let the First Vice pray about it,
plan for it, and continually remind the
members of it It is simple. Unite all
who will agree, in a circle or league of
daily prayer—prayer for the League, its
officers. members committees, work,
prayer for outsiders, that they may be
converted; prayer for power to reach and

A DOUBLE QU

magazine of the societies
exercises oversight. Our own Rev. Dr.
Crews will be readily recognized as he
stands next in line, with hat in hand
Adjoining him is Rev. Dr. M. Randall
General Secretary of the Epworth League
of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

In front, on the left, is Rev, Dr. C.
E. Dorion, Assistant Editor of “The Ep-
worth Herald." At his left, with Mr, Fitz-
Gerald's right hand close to his slde, is
Rev. Dr, David G. Downey, the chief
officer of the Sunday Schools of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. At the right
of the group with hat in hand will be
recognized our own Mr. Farewell, Field
Secretary for the Central Conferences of
Canadian Methodism. The gentleman be-
tween Mr. Farewell and Dr. Randall is
Rev. D, A. Moir, of Hamilton,

Our readers will be pleased to see this
“double quartette” as we have termed
them,—each one a leader of thousands
youth—and if you watch

over which he

of Methodist

ARTETTE OF LEADERS

save them; prayer for personal fitness
and peparation for doing God’s work as
His witness. Let this band of agreeing
members meet occasionally for united
prayer, and from the help obtained in
private iIntercourse with God and fra-
ternal fellowship with one another, let
each go forth to labor, as never before,
for the salvation of souls, the culture
of lives, the purification of the commun
ity, the evangelization of the world.

In this connection we call attention to
the fellowing, paragraphs from the Oc-
tober issue of “The Guild." in which the
editor, Rev, W. B. FitzGerald, says,-

“Our supreme need, as a Church, is
prayer. Prayer is like a flowing tide,
making all things possible. We remem-
ber an old harbour we were once familiar
with. When the sea was out it was a
waste of mud. The fishing boats and
coasters lay with slack cables and at
all angles, while the sailors flung them
selves on their backs and smoked or
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slept, At low water the whole quay
scemed asleep; no life, no actlvity any
where, But when the sea came in the

mudbanks disappeared, and, as the blue
water rose higher and higher, the ships
seemed to lift themselves up and stretch
themselves. and their masts swayed lightly
against the sky. The quay and the decks
bustled with energy, hawsers were loosed
brown salls went up, and away the ves
sels moved, down the long avenue ol
water between the piers. out to the open
sea.

“It is
Church;

low tide just now with the
low tide with some, but not all,
of our Guilds. The ever ready critic calls
attention to the mud, and those who
are awake to listen to him are consclous
of a distressing helplessness. Oh! that
we might feel the lifting power of a great
tide of prayer, banishing our fears, stir
ring us with a new hope, making even
the most fearful reach out in thought
towards the broal seas of enterprise.
Prayer! That is a power within our
reach. Great preachers must be born or
trained. Great organisers, fertile as their
resources may be, are far to seek. Bur
here and now, day in, day out, rich and
poor, young and old, all of us may pray
“Every reader of these words may ve
come such a power<entre; for, depend
upon it, the spiritual influence of prayer
cannot be restrained 1t will spreaa
from soul to soul, and from church to
church, until thousands are praying ana

working, where at the first there were
only units,

“Many of our comrades are already
alive to the value of prayer. Many have

yet to learn the true joyousness of man'v,
womanly prayer. Young Methodism w! |
never rise to its full strength until we
have rned the secret of power on our
knees,

The Editor will be glad to hear from
any of our Leaguers who think well of the
plan proposed, and our Chatham District
friends will be thankful and happy if
their recommendation outgrows their
own District and encompasses the whole
connexion

Concerning District Leagues

The Epworth League of our Church is
supposed to be under the direction and
control of two distinct organizations
which exist to make effective the general
policies of the main controlling Board
appointed by the General Conference.
These two organizations are the Confer-
ence and District Leagues. It is with
the latter that these suggestions have
directly to do.

Every District having a number of
Leagues on the circuits composing it, is
suppesed to vnite in a District League, as
provided in the disciplinary constitution
In reviewing the operations or seeking to
find explanation for the Inactivity of
these District Leagues, the General Sec-
retary has had certain conclusions forced
upon him by the stern logic of the facts
he has had to face. This article is the
result as far as this paper is concerned

There appear to be three general groups
of District Leagues that may be briefly
designated thus: those with whose record
during the year a fair-minded critic ought
to be satisfied; those with which we can
be at best unsatisfied; and those that give
ample ground for being righteously dis-
satisfied. To which group your District
belongs must be left with yvou to decide,
the General Secretary declining to make
inventory in the case.

But it will be well for the District offi-
cerg, the Presidents varticularly, to look
at their work from the standpoint of the
General Roard, and if they do so and are
honest with themselves, they will find 1it-
tle difficulty in correctly placing them
selves in one or another of the ahove
three main divisions or glasses
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What coustitutes a fair standard of
satisfaction with the District work? This
i alr question, We think the follow-
ing is reasonable and simple analysis in
the case.

(1) A well-organized District and (2)
a well-worked organization,

The first count calls for an Epworth
League wherever possible, and the second
for every existing League to be made as
efficient as possible. It is therefore the
business of the District League to do
what may well be tgrmed home mission-
ary work in seeing that there is no place
on the District without a League unless
there be abundant reason for its non-
existence. And the only sufficient reason
for the absence of a League in any com-
munity is that there are not enough
young people there who call themselves
Methodists to form one,

Ore of the main items of business,
therefore, for every District League to
perform is local organization of Leagues
in the various congregations. This item
is not attended to as it should be on
many Diatricts. Indeed, it is quite too
common for reports of Leagues becoming
defunct to be made at the annual conven-
tion, and no effort to follow for their re-
vival or reestablishment. In this way
more than one District League has itself
ceased to exist. Other results could not
be looked for, and the District Fresident
who is content to permit the individual
units that compose his League to drop
out one by one without making strict In-
vestigation into the circumstances and a
strong attempt to restore health and
vigor, will soon find himself the nominal
head of an uninfluential and effete con-

If this appeal for more thorough-
i methods in or ization is
heeded, we may expect to prevent the sad
record of local League demise that too
often has taken place because the poor
patient never received the attention and
help that the District League was in duty
bound to render. The fact is that no
District Executive can, without both
blame and loss, neglect to examine care-
fully into the state of every circuit within
its bounds in order to secure the forma-
tion of a society wherever young Meth-
odists congregate. Is your District offi-
cially blameless in this particular? If
80, you are to be both commended and
congratulated.

Having a District organization effected
as thoroughly as possible, it becomes the
business of the Executive thereof to put
forth every reasonable effort to develop
efficiency In every existing League. This
has been done in various ways on dif-
ferent Districts. Conditiong may male it
difficult to give personal attention to
every League, and yet it is not Impos-
sible in the majority of cases for the
Executive to arrange somehow for some
representative to visit the different
societies in person throughout the year.
If this really cannot be done, certainly
the malls go everywhere, and no League
is without the facilities of correspond-
ence in this way.

Every Vice-President of the District
League should feel some measure of per-
sonal 1 y for the
of the local society in all matters that are
connected with that Department of work.
Yet more than once we have known Dis-
trict Officers who actually did not know
that they were in any official position.
The Annual Convention had been held,
the routnine business had been put
through, the Convention had closed, and
with its closing the whole matter haw
dropped until the time drew near for an-
other annual gathering. How can we
look for progress under such conditions?
You cannot violate every law of healthy
life and long continue in health. And
this is as true of an Epworth League as
of an individual leaguer.

Perhaps we have suggested the chief
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ditficulty.  Too few of our District offi
cers take thelr appointments seriously
enough to do serious work in them. An
officer that looks upon his position as
only honorary is of little practical use
and the sconer he changes his mind or
his relation the better for all concerned.
And too many District Executives count
their work done when they have held the
Convention.  Really every such annual
gathering should be for both reviewing
the work done and reviewing the field to
flud out the work still to be done, If
prevision is lacking there will be no ade-
quate provision for extending and per-
fecting the work ahead.

All we ask for is that the District
Bxecutives will make an honest effort to
bring their territory up to that point of
excellence that will merit a hearty “Well
done!” from the General Board and glve
good ground for the General Secretary be
ing satisfled with the progress made. Is
not that reasonable and right?

A standard of excellence s necessarily
ideal, and you may say it cannot be real-
ized. Even so, we are all the better for
aiming to excel, and no more worthy
spirit of ambition could be cherished by
any District officer or combination of offi-
cers than to make the territory for whose
cultivation they are responsible as fruit.
ful in individual goodness and collective
service as It has capacity and power to
become, Let every District Executive do
this and we shall see a year of unpre-
cedented prosperity in our young people’s
work and a corresponding growth in num-
bers and influence throughout the whole
connexion. Will you do your part: Then
begin to-day.

Notes

Our congratulations are tendered Rev.
Dr. Creighton, for the most excellent ser-
vice rendered the Church in the publica-
tion of the daily “Christian Guardian,”
through the sessions of the recent Ecu
menical Council. Thousands of files of
this series should be preserved in Metho-
dist homes. The contents of the papers
will provide the very highest class of
reading for our official members, young
and old, and certainly no more profitable
investment of a dollar could be made
than in the purchase of this splendid
issue,

. .

Many District Conventions are being
held during the current month. Detalled
reports of these are quite impossible in
our pages; but we should be thankful to
receive from all District Secretaries brief
statements of any outstanding features
of these important assemblies. What new
plans are projected, what successful work
has been accomplished, what special en-
terprise for District Improvement have
you in hand? Tell us of these things to
stimulate and encourage others.

S

The Epworth League Rally, held In the
Metropolitan Church on Friday evening,
October 13th, set a mark that will stand
for a long while as a standard of attain-
ment. The spacious church was alto-
gether too small for the gigantic crowd,
Every foot of avallable space was occu-
pied. The Lecture room was also crowded
Two simultaneous meetings wore held.
While Sir George Smith was spesking in
the church, Bishop Quale addressed the
meeting in the hall. While the Bishop
was speaking in the church, Rev. W. B,
FitzGerald addressed the overflow gatacr-
ing. Fully 3500 Epworth Leaguers were
present. They came from their home
churches in special cars as well as by
the ordinary methods. Never before has
80 large a local meeting been held in To-
ronto under any denominational auspices.
The meeting was in every way a succcss
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question,  the

Methodism
Toronto Ep
most  neartily

and demonstrated beyond
vitality of young Toronto
Our congratulations to the
worth League Union are
tendered.

A

It i8 a pleasure to present to our read
ers the photograph which appears on
our front cover page this month, 1t was the
Editor's good fortune to meet the two
gentlemen portrayed, at the entrance of
the Metropolitan Church recently, and
the picture is one of the results. Prof
Jackson is well known. His book, “I*irst
things first,” from which the three ex
cerpts given have been taken, should be
read by all young Christians. Principal
Smythe is a new figure in Canadian
Methodism, having been recently chosen
as the Head of our Theological College,
in Montreal. He will recelve a neariy
welcome on the part of the Church gen
erally, and the young people will doubt
less profit by his more Intimate acquain
tance.

o e

In Bishop Quayle's address given on
succeeding pages of this number, a ref
erence {8 made by him which may need
some explanation, It relates to young
people going home after the League
meeting instead of remaining to Church
service. No such complaint as he refers
to could be made in Canada, where with
few exceptions, the League meetings are
held on a week night.  In the United
States, it is almost universally the cus-
tom to hold the League meeting Immed-
fately preceding the Sunday evening
preaching service, and it appears to be
the practice in some places for the young
people to rest content with their League
service and absent themselves from the
public worship following.

In June last, it was my privilege to
attend a bright and profitable League
meeting in a San Francisco Methodist
Episcopal Church. Before the gathering
dispersed, the President strongly advised
the young people to remain to the ser-
vice in the Church and I was 8o sur-
prised at his counsel and admonition on
the matter that I asked the Pastor of the
church afterwards, if it was customary
for the Leaguers to retire from the
building altogether at the close of their
own service. I need not report the con-
versation, but the good Pastor congratu-
lated me on the more satisfactory condi-
tion of affairs prevailing in Canada. He
told of a visit to Toronto, and expressed
himself much pleased at the large num-
bers of young people he had seen 1n the
Sunday evening congregations,

Whether or not the Canadian Bpworth
Leaguers are better church-goers than
their fellow Methodists across the line,
I do not care to say, but I rather think
that there I8 a danger of providing a too
heavy Sunday bill of fare for the youth.
However that may be, we in Canada
find that the problem of the young people
between Sundays is being helped by the
Epworth Leagune just as that of the same
young people on Sundays Is being helped
by the Sunday School. We have no ad-
vice to give our friends across the bor-
der; but the experience of the Canadian
Epworth League, is that there is a suf-
ficiently big programme provided for
them on Sunday by the Church preaching
services and the Sunday School teaching
gervice, and that through the week the
League gives abundant scope for meet-
ings in which provision is made to meet
the varied needs of the youth and oppor-
tunity given for them to work out what
they know. We have no idea that any
thing like a general change from our
present course in favor of Sunday even-
ing League meetings would meet with
approval among our young people In
Canadian Methodlsm.
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Young People’s Societies at the_

Space does not permit us giving, with
any degree of completeness the papers and
addresses in the interests of the Epworth
League and other Young People’s Societies
at the Ecumenical Conference. These have
been fully reported in The Daily Christiun
Guardlan, It was regarded as a great loss
that Bishop Berry was unable to attend
and present his paper on so important
subject, but there was abundant compen
sation prov.ded in the address of Bishop
Quayle, who spoke In the absentee's place
The following is the stenogiaphic report of
the address as made by the reporter of The
Daily Christian Guardian, and reproduced
here by the courtesy of Dr. Creighton, the
editor:
ing for the young is the wisdom of
the old. The apostolic blunder was when
they did not know God had a to-morrow.
The apostolic Church thought God was
going to wind his affairs up right away.
So they had a commune. God is not a
communist, but an individualist. They
sold their belongings and had common

ables. And then, Paul for all his life
was taking up collections for them—for
the poor saints at Jerusalem, who had
given away their things before they were
through with them. And anybody, any-
where or any time, that does not take
account of God's to-morrow will lose out
in God's business.

Youth is the to-morrow of the world.
Everybody knows it. We yesterday men,
were the men of to-morrow. We once
had blood that boiled, instead of being
dried up. We once had dreams that
would not quit; and splendor that would
not waste. We once overlooked tra gedy
and thought only of the comedy. Oh, it
is fun to be young. To have the thrill
of youth like vivid lightning in the veins
to feel that impossibilities will happen,
to carry rainbows in your pocket, to own
all futures. O you youth of the Church,
much hectored, often sat upon! God he
ashamed of us and pity us! What God
wants us to undertake is to put the youth
of the Church into the very heart of the
Church, to serve notice on the youth that
the Church loves them with an everlast-
ing love, that we do mot want to fina
fault with them, but would rather kiss
them and caress them. What the youth
of the Church needs to know, and what
if the youth do know will bring great
to-morrows, is that the Church of the
living God believes in youth.

FORGETTING OUR YOUTIL
The trouble in the word “=zociety ™ is
that it s emasculated and utterly steri-
lized. We do not know what “gociety”
is. When we talk about a young people's
soclety, that is one thing, but when we
think of young people, they are another
thing. A young people's society 18 Just
folks together—just folks, young and
dreaming and sparking and wanting to
be married, as you did when you were
young. The trouble with a great multi-
tude of us grown men and women is that
we seem to have forgotten that we were
ever young. We get prim and persim-
monsy, and a number of other words that
I cannot think of, but they all mean that
we are what we ought not to be.
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ADDRESS BY BISHOP QUAYLE

We need to remember that what we
were youth is. All our perils, fears,
wonders, dreams, tears, radiances, all our

rush forward with unique wonder and the
tremendous eclat of youth—that youth is
now. I am here as a man who was once
young and now am old, but have never
felt the glow fading from my sky; and
please God, I shall keep my n ing in
my heavens for ever and for ever. it is
youth that we want. The Church of God
that does not care for youth is insane.
It is a bad thing to go around battering
at youth and saying, “Don’t do this, or
that or the other.”

What we need to do is to make youth
know, first, that the Church needs them-

MR. I

GRAY,

oF
HENSHAW,
On their Way

PA, AND REV. 8. 8
ENGLAND
to Lunch.

that the Church is on the lookout for
them—that the Church would rather
that they should go to heaven than to
hell, that the Church knows their need
and feels their fear. Men and women, do
we keep young enough in spirit to feel
for them the subtle fear that bites like
acid at the vitals of youth? Do we know
that the doors that open into pity and
shame are near the hearts of youth?

THE CHURCH WANTS YOUNG PEOPLE.

The Church wants you. I have known
even a preacher (who, all things con-
sidered, has more gumption than a lay-
man; he is pald to have it; he ought to
have it) who was prim and preclse and
out of gear with youth, and who sald: “1
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am surprised that you are doing that”
We need not be surprised tbat youth
doesn't know any more, We are their
daddies. We need not be surprised that
they don't do any better. My amazement
as a minister of God through these years
has been that youth has done so well
The Church needs them. We need (o
know that the Church wants them. It is
0 much fun to see youth coming and
going as we used to do! It will keep
life vivid to have them around. It is so
easy to lose faith in the world and to let
the rus the iife out of our faith in
the Chuich, and to think that the world
is not so big as we saw it yesterday.
You can’t do that if you look at youth
You can have any sort of sorrow In
your heart if you look at graveyards all
the time, but if you look at a child or
youth your sky will get blue.

We want to enug up to youth and have
it snug up to us. A good many youths
don't know that the Church is hungering
for them—not so much that we need them
to pay our bills, though we do ne21 that,
or to fill our pews, though we need that
too—but we need them. They are the
people for whom the Lord Christ died,
for vhom the Saviour is longiug—in
whom the Saviour is putting His hope of
to-morrow. Oh, Church of God! we need
the youth. But a good many times it is
not quite apparent that we are very
sure that the Church needs the youth.
Oh! youth of Methodism and the world,
come over to the Church of Jesus Christ
That is our invitation. We never can
despair if the youth will come our way

THE CHURCH MUST HAVE YOUTH,

But the Church that has no youth will
be dead to-morrow. It must have youth,
and in order to have youth wa have got
to be fair with youth. It is so eisy to
be unfair! We did not always know as
much as we do now, though we thought
we did; and it would not be possible for
any one to know as we now think we do!
The Church of God is to show the youih
that the Church loves them—not spat
them, not spank them, not all the time say
“Why don’t you dosoand so?’ 3ame peo-
ple are great administrators, but they are
very unpleasant to have around. They
are like the mother who says: “Mary,
didn't 1 tell you not to do so? Mary,
why do you do so? Mary! Mary!!
Mary!!!" Youth does not need hector-
ing all the time.

If the Jeremiah crop would fail and
the Isaiah crop would bear fruit it would
be lovely. Jeremiah was crying all the
time, and Isalah was laughing all the
time; and Isaiah has hold of the world
That is what we need; not somebody who
will rise and say, “What do you think
about the young people?” The point Is
that so long as we keep our grip on the
young people we have got to keep the
grip on the young people's socletles, and
when they are all dead we shall need n
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coffin for them, but not now. A young
people's society is a place for young peo-
ple to learn that God and the Church
want them. We have got to make them
feel that the Church loves them. 1 am
talking about what the Church owes to
the youth, so that youth may put on her
beautiful garments. Oh! Church of God,
try your hand at loving the youth for a
while.

ALL THE MACHINERY WE WANT,

We have all the machinery we need;
we have as many people in the machinery
a8 can do business; we do not need to
tinker with the thing any more, All we
need to do is by the grace of God to put
the lightning into the machinery and
make it go—to love the youth and make
them feel that we are eager for them
and stand around looking into their faces,
and saying “ Better to-morrow! Better
tomorrow!  Better to-morrow!" We
need them; and we are to make the youth
feel that we are sympathetic with them.
We must not always be standing around
making observations about how we did
when we were young. If we do, the young
people will know we are Jokes. Some
people’s forgettory works well,

The young people don't want to know
what you did when you were young, but
how can you help them now that they are
young. It is hard to be good, it was never
harder. I don't know that it was ever
easier. It is Hard to be good and not good
for nothing. Did you ever hunt a job and
not find it? Did you ever want a husband
and not be able to get him? Did you
ever try to fit your hands to the handle
of life, and not know what handle of life
to it your hands to? That is youth, The
need of the Church is to be so close to
youth that if youth had a momentary
spasm of broken-heartedness its head
would fall on our shoulder, and its lip
would babble in our ears, “ We need you.'
‘We have no right to demand that young
people should be better than we are.

1 have heard many a person say, “ Do
the young people come to prayer-meet-
Ing?"—but they don't go themselves. I
have heard a woman of the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Soclety ask that ques-
tion, and I said, “ Well, just as much as
the women of the foreign missionary so-
clety do.” And then we had no more re-
marks from her. We had better quit
tnrowing bits of gravel at the young peo-
ple. I heard a man getting off a good
speech, and he told of one Church where
the young people went home after the
young people's meeting and before the
preaching. He sald he wowld eliminate
them. That is a good strong word. It
didn’t occur to him that while it was not
desirable that young people should go
home after attending the league meeting,
yet it was just as plous as for their par-
ents not to go to church at all. That
don’t bring any Amen!

We insist that the young people should
stay to Church. I think they ought to.
If the preacher would preach as he ought
to that would help some. But it is just
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as plous for young people to hold a meet-
ing and then go home as for their parents
to sit on the porch at home and not go to
Church at all. In lots of Churches, if the
young people didn't go at night there
would be no evening congregation. Let
us be fair with the young people. They
need our help. By and by it will come to
pass, when they have learned the passion
of God and the Church for them, and we
have inoculated them with this holy virus,
that they will help us.

Last year I got into stormy waters
and my shoes were on my feet and my
feet are heavy enough anyway. The
storm was on, and I was in the breakers’
rush and knew not how to do. I called
above the noise of the storm to my boy,
and T said “ Will!” He looked my way
and saw that his father's jaws were set.
He lunged through the billows, plunged
in through the boiling sea, and got me
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Welsh Proverbs in English

Just as the Welsh people have their
own language they have thelr own phil-
osophy.
common use in the Principality:

Everything possible is easy.

Here are a few proverbs in

Everything needless 18 waste.

One sin draws a hundred after it.

Let him who reads reflect.

He who knows least will talk most.

The weapon of the brave Is in his
heart.

Safe is the owner of a clear con-
sclence.

Love is the mother of all godliness.
Good for evil will lead thee to
heaven.

One does not ring a bell for the deaf.
He Is not born who knows not sin.
Let everyone stand on his own feet.
The empty nut 1s hardest.—Sel.
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by the shoulder and gave me a push
shoreward; and I am a living man to-
night, perhaps, because my boy heard my
cry and helped me. If we will love the
youth and help the youth they will help
the Church. They will bring it their
to-morrow. They will clothe it in glory.
They will put on Zion's beautiful gar-
ments. Church of God, you need the
youth! Youth, the Church needs you!
To-morrow, by the grace of God taking
care of our youth, to-morrow will take
care of itself. And for the day to come,
when every man will love God and man
enough, and every woman will have sin-
cerity enough, to love youth and hang
around and give them Christian hope and
not un-Christian surmise and castigation
—for that day let us pray in the name of
God, who loves youth with an everlastiag
love.

Kaiser as Philosopher

The following maxims hang in the
workroom of the Kalser, so arranged
that His Majesty has them always be-
fore him when sitting at his desk.

“ Be strong in pain.”

“To wish for anything that is un-
attainable is worthless.”

‘““Be content with the day as it Is;
look for the good in everything.'

“ Rejoice in nature and people, und
take them as they are.”

“For a thousand bitter hours con-
sole yourself with one that is beauti-
ful.”

““Tt Is our duty to belleve everyone to
be good as long as we have not the
proof to the contrary,’—=Sel.

SHOW THIS COPY TO
A FRIEND.



THE

CANADIAN EPWORTH

Nehemiah

Topic for the December Congecration
Meeting.

BY THE EDITOR,
Study Prescribed—Nehemiah, Chap, 4.

The story contained in the earlier
chapters of the book of Nehemiah is full
of iInterest. The principal items In the
record may be easily understood by an
intelligent reading of the history. This
each student should do for himself.

The enterprise described in chapter
four is one from which we may learn
many practical lessons in the work we
are seeking to do for God to-day. Verse
six particularly impressed me, and if I
were leader I should use it, not as a text
from which to preach a sermion, but as
revealing the secret of success achieved
by Nehemiah and his helpers. Study the
first five words of that sixth verse, “So
built we the wall” The two shortest
words are the emphatic ones. The pro-
noun gives us an insight into the spirit
of unity pervading the people, while the
adverb suggests much regarding their
methods and plans of work. To do effec-
tively for God people are needed, and
plans are indispensable. But given people
of purpose, the plans will be forthcoming,
for as this story of noble achievement
illustrates, “Where there's a will there's
a way.”

“We.” Nehemiah was only one.
could not do the work alone. He did not
try. What a suggestion for Presidents,
Vice-Presidents, Committee Chairmen and
leaders generally in our League work. It
must aways be “we” As a leader,
Nehemiah had faith in God, in His work,
in his own poor humble human efforts, in
the combined forces of the people, and
was fearless against all odds, His spirit
was contagious. Such a spirit always is.
He enthused the people. They responded
to the call, the work went forward, “So
built we the wall.” Examine that adverb,
read the story around its sugestions, and
see how it was done. Then, remember,
that though our undertakings may be
vastly different, the same motive power
plus intelligent methods will ensure suc-
4';4;5. A few suggestions just to help you
think:—

1. The work was done notwithstanding
discouraging criticism,

2. 1t was done notwithstanding scornful
ridicule.

Stud r the first three verses of the chap-
ter. In them you see how Sanballat,
Tobiah, and other avowed enemies of the
Jews made light of them and ironically
belittled their ability and skill. Perhaps
you know the discouraging force of ad-
verse criticism or of open ridicule in
your feeble attempts to do God's work.
In spite of all, go ahead! Confidence in
God, who is for us and more than all who
can be against us, will give steady purpose
to your heart and s'rength to your hands.

3. It was done in face of active. viru-
lent opposition by their foes, Read
verses 7 and 8. And we may have to
meet such opposition in some form yet.
Bven so, keep on building.

4. It was done under the hampering
spirit of sloth on the part of some who
should have actively assisted. Just turn
back to chapter three and read verse
five. There you see what puts God's
work under heavy disadvantage,—the
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sloth of those who should be eager to
assist, but who are really unwilling to
help. It is hard to work against open
opposition from without; but it is harder
to overcome indifference within the ranks
of God's professed people. Christians
who “put not their necks to the work of
their Lord,” are a sad drawback to pro-
gress. They are drones in the hive,
living on the industry of the busy work-
ers, Even so, though you may have
them in your League, go ahead with
the building. But do not forget that
this indolent spirit is contagious. You
may catch it, unless you also watch,
pray, and work. ‘

6. It was done, notwithstanding dis-
couragement on the part of others of
their friends. Read verse 10. Doubtless
there was much “rubbish” to be removed,
the work was hard, the conditions un-
propitious, the foes wary, the laborers
worn and tired; but there was only one
way to success,—that of steady continu-
ance in building, and they followed it
with commendable zeal and dogged per-
sistence. And it is the way in which
all great works for God are ever to be
accomplished.

6. It was done by the co-operation of

BRINGING THE LOST.TO
THE CHRIST

Men are lost. That is why Jesus
oame to this world. We must not
neglect this fact in our thoughts
about people and about the world.
Jesus came to seek and to save that
which was lost.

By how firmly we grasp this terri-
ble truth, by that much more like
men and women shall we set to the
mighty and worthy task of seeking
men and women for Christ.

“Every Epworth Leaguer a winner
of wouls” is the right motto for every
one of us to write in his heart.

Here am I, Lord, use me, even
me.—Bishop Quayle.

the faithful. They worked, they worked
together, they worked together in mu-
tual sympathy, and thus united they won.
here 1s no other way. Your Epworth
League is based on this spirit of co-
operation, Its departments and commit-
tees stand for agreeable division of
labor among the members, only that the
unity and solidarity of the whole may
be the more apparent in the actual ac-
complishments of the body. fThis is
further shown in the next point.

7. It was done by readiness on the part
of each to do what he could. In verses
16-18, you will see that while all were
not doing the same thing, all were doing
something. Therein is a great principle.
The Church does not exist merely to do
something very good or beneficial to its
members, but to give its members an
opportunity of doing such things for
others.  Your League will be a poor,
weak affair if it is used only to minister
to you; but it will be strong, useful,
worthy, if it trains you to minister to
some one else, and by its varied machin-
ery affords you fitting opportunity to do
good to all about you. Use it not so
much for getting good out of it as for
doing good through it, and it will be a

ERA.

November, 1911—6

bigger, better, more Influential organiz
ation than you ever dreamed It coull
hecome.

8. It was done by prayer, united with
labor. Verse 9 {mpresses this on us
We cannot do God’s work in our own
wisdom, or by our own strength. Nor
does He want us to work alone. He has
promised power to the faint and to thos
who have no might He Increases
strength. Therein s our supreme con
solation. Alone, we must fail. With
God, nothing is impossible. His Spirit
enthusing us, we may accomplish our
work successfully, and not only reap
great personal gain in the doing of it
but become a blessing to our friends, a
strength to our nation, and at last gain
the Master's “Well done.”

In following up these suggested points
vou will surely find abundant material
for a very rich programme, and If your
members go ahead in the work your
League stands for, in something of this
old time enthusiasm, surely your con-
secration will be practical,—of value to
you personally and of service to the
work of God. See questions on p. 261.

Evangelism
BY REV. J. E. HUNTER, TUPPERVILLE, ONTARIO,

[The following is a condensed report of
au address at the Sunday School and Ep-
worth League Convention of Chatham
District, London Conference. All our
League workers might profitably study its
paragraphs.—Ep.]

Definition of the term. It Is sald to
mean proclamation of the Gospel, but this
only eircumvents the real meaning, which
is—the winning of souls.

The Evangelist. Who is he? Not the
man set apart by the Conference only,
neither the minister upgn the circuit
wholly, but everyone to om has come
our Lord's commission, “As the Father
hath sent me, even so send I you." The
record of Jesus' mission is that “He came
to save that which was lost,” hence this
marching order, this call to service has
come to everyone who is leagued with
Jesus Christ for service. The joyous
evangel to all 18, that no one who s saved
is shut out from the joy and blessing of
soul winning.

Qualifications necessary to be success-
ful. There are some mighty convictions
which must stir your soul to its inmost
depths, in order that you may apprehend
that for which you have been appre-
hended of Christ Jesus. These are pri-
mal essentials, without which, absolute
failure must be your humiliating experl-
ence,

To most of us must come the conviction
that we have not done our best. Had we
done 80, who can estimate what our forces
of all our District would have accom-
plished! .

Human necessity. We must believe
that If a soul is not saved he s lost,
and have a very real vision of what it
means for a soul to be lost, a vision so
clear thiat we shall be stirred to our best
endeavor,

We must have an intelligent concep-
tion of the value of a life, so precious to
God, as for Him to give His only Son
to save guch an one, and for Jesus
Christ to be willing to die that all might
live,

Greater than eloquence or grace of
speech is an intense love for the lost, one
which refuses to give him up. A young
minister going home from a revival ser-
vice pleaded with God for a young man:
‘Oh, God! I cannot give him up,” and
God graciously saved him very soon.

There must be persistent power In
prayer. In the recent Welsh revival, a
young woman rose and asked for prayer
for her brother. Next day his compan-
ions taunted him over her request. He
stormed in anger, but she prayed on
until he was saved.
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We must have the baptism of Divine
power, the infilling of God's Holy Spirit,

“Without Me ye can do nothing,” is the
warning, “Ye shall receive power after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you

is the promise. Rev. Dr. Chapman said
recently, that at the Centennial Exposi
tion in 1876, there was no electrlc power
or light, while at St. Louis and Buffalo
later, these were in abundance, While
there was just as much electricity in the
world, it was not utilized in 1876, We
must appropriate and then utilize the
power,

Your anticipation of the joy of reward
must ingpire and urge you forward. As
the moving picture of the brave fireman
at midnight, entering the burning bed
room and rescuing the little child, drew
forth from the multitude a mighty cheer,
80 your sistance to save a soul from
death, shall cg » joy in the presence ot
the angels of God, shall antedate your
reward when He shall say: “Well done,”
and shall win to you the promise of
Daniel, 12:3.

Your time for work is very brief.
Take the viewpoint of Jesus as your
motto, We must work while it Is called
day, the night cometh when no man can
work. Improve your time as falthfully
as you would wish you had done, when
the evening comes.

“We should fill the hours with the sweet-
est things,
If we had but a day,
We should drink alone at
springs,
On our upward way;
We should love with a lifetime's love in
an hour
If the hours were few,
We should rest, not for dreams,
fresher power
To be and to do.

the purest

but for

w

should guide our wearied and way-
ward wills
By the clearest light,
We should keep our eyes on the heaven
ly hills
If they lay in sight.
We should trample the pride and the dis-
content
Beneath our feet,
We should take whatever a good God sent
With a trust complete.

We should waste no
regret,

If the day were but one,

If what we remember and what we forget
Went out with the sun;

We should be from our clamorous selves
set free

To work and to pray;

should be what our Father would
have us be

It we had but »

moments in weak

We

A ( Wesley
It is to J we are indebted
for a little pen portrait of

John Wesley
own days of unhapp

1 Is describing his
ness and search for

peace.
1 was like a wandering bird cast
out of the nest,” he says, “till Mr.

John Wesley came to preach his first
sermon in Moorfields. Oh, that was a
blessed morning to my soul! As soon
as he got upon the stand, he stroked
back his hair, and turned his face to-
wards where I stood, and, I thought,
fixed his eyes upon me. His counten-
ance struck such an awful dread upon
me before I heard him speak, that it
made my heart beat like the pendulum
of a clock; and when he did speak, I
thought his whole discourse was aimed
at me. When he had done, I said, ‘This
man can tell the secrets of my heart

He hath not left me there, for he hath
showed the remedy,
Jesus

even the blood of
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" —msMore Than Tools Needed

A young Indian knocked one day at
the door of an artist’s studio in Rome,
and when it was opened, exclaimed,

Please, madam, will you give me the
nmaster's brush The painter was dead,
and the boy, filled with a longing to be
an artist, wished for the great master's

brugh. The lady placed the brush in
the boy's hand, saying, “ This is his
brush; try it, my boy." With a flush
of earnestness on his face he tried it,
but found he could paint no better

than with his own. The lady then sald

to him, You cannot paint like the
) master unless you have his
by the power of the Holy Spirit

able

are we
Master's work

0 successfully carry on the

The same great lesson was
once in a museum of old-time
When a visitor was shown the sword of
Wallace, he said, “ 1 do not see how II
could win such victories." Ah, sir,
said the guide, ' you don't see the arm
that wielded it!™

tanght
armour
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What is earth, soldier?—A place for
a battle

W Is earth, herdsman?-—A place
to rear cattle

What is earth, widow?—A place of
trie sorrow

What Is earth, tradesman?—I'll tell
you to-morrow

What is earth, slck man? T'is noth-

ing to me

What is earth, sailor?—My home I8
the sea

What is earth, statesman? A place
to win fame

What is earth, author?—1U'll wrlte
there my name.

What is earth, monarch For my
realm 'tis given

What is earth, Christian?—The gate-
way of heaven Sel

"1 Never Knew You Were Like

This "

There is a grand old story
from the French Revolution

a pleture
The mad,

rushing populace was after
the life of the queen. They
entered the Tuilerfes. They
burst through room after
room, and broke down door
after door A number of
half-wild girls were in the

very forefront of the crowd,
under the leadership of one of
their number They went
screaming along the corridors
and came to a locked door
The girl who was leading was
driven against the locked door
with all the foree of the erowd
behind, and fell bleeding and
fainting into the room of the

queen When she came to
herself, she found a white
arm under her head and a
handkerchief dressing  her
wounds, rs came into her
eyes as she saw tears in tue
eves that looked down upon
her, It was the queen, and
the girl said, “ 1 never knew

you were like this,'
You have

your own concep-
tion of Jesus Christ you

think of Him this way and

that way, and ask your ques

tions about Him. You never

knew He was like that. Yon

never will know until you

look into his eyes and settle

your own soul's destiny with

SEV. T 5 BATESON MERTING PRINNGS AT Him; and I tell you what, you
iy " CHURCH DOOR. = will know then the won
der of what Jesus Christ

We need all the grace and tact we looks like when He bends over a man's

can acquire through studying the best
models and Imitating their example; but
if we are mere imitators our lives will
be void of real power. We must be
filled with the same Spirit who wrought

in and through His noble ones.—=Sel.
What Is Earth?
What is earth, sexton?—A place to
dig graves,
What earth, rich man?—A place

to work slaves,

What is earth, greybeard?—A place
to grow old.
What is earth, miser?—A place to

dig gold.
What is earth,
for my play.
What is earth,
be gay.
What is earth,
where I weep.
What is earth,
piace to sleep.

schoolboy?—A place
maiden?—A place to
sempstress?—A place

sluggard?—A good

soul to heal it.—Sel.

THE PASSION FOR SOULS

The half-hearted Christian is never

& winner of souls. He cannot be.
The task is too great and too deli-
The whole heart must be in-
The 'hoh llh must be in
action. We be nctually con-
sumed with uolloundo (ol’ the lost.
hat is the word.
wion of our

be minor.
|1 place to
rish, yearning
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How to Help the Poor
REV, J. M. M'ARTHUR, 8.T.D0,
Missionary topic for week Dbeginning
c. 10,

Reading.—Matt. 22: 35-40.

I. Tue Propuem oF THE POOR.

Jesus said, “The poor ye have always
with you.” The problem of the poor is
an ever-present problem, and an ever-
pressing problem, and perhaps, never
more 8o than at the present time.

1. The Importance of the Problem.
Notwithstanding the vast increase in
wealth during the last century, there has
been no corresponding decrease in pov-
erty. Rich men have been becoming
richer, and poor men have been becoming
poorer, To quote from Rauschenbusch,
“From 1760 to 1818 the population of
England increased seventy per cent.; the
poor relief increased five hundred per
cent.”” The poor people were increasing
seven times as fast as the

the complexity of our industrinl ife and
of our modern civilization, The family
that lives in the little cottage on the
country road, reduced in clreumstancos
through sickness and misfortune, T8 not
likely to suffer the pangs of poverty,
The neighbors who are comfortably
sithated will see to it that the family
in question will neither be underfed nor
underclothed. The situation s simple,
and the duty of the kindly-dlsposed
neighbors is plain. But in most cases of
poverty the problem {8 not so simple.
My duty to the members of this particu.
lar famuy is very plain, for they are my
8, My A on,

perhaps my friends, who have sometimos
helped my work. My duty to the man
whom  have discovered in a drunken
stupor in the gutter is also very plain,
He » may be my immediate nelghbor.
At v rate, I alone am aware of his
it plight. But what about my duty

ne seething mass of poverty cooped

1 In the slums of our cities? Here the

problem becomes more complex, Thoso
who live there are not my immediate

And the rich men were becoming richer
still. This was due in part to the in-
troduction of machinery, which ought to
have become the instrument of lifting
all men above want and fear, but which
had the effect of actually submerging a
large part of the people in perpetual
want and fear. And yet machinery is
not so much to blame for this condition
of affairs as the distorted ethics and
perverse moral standards of our indus-
trial and commercial life. So long as
men fail to understand the proper use of
money, so long as men fail to apply the
ethical principles of our Lord to modern
life in all its phases, there will be pov-
erty, and rich men will grow richer,
while poor men will become poorer.

But are conditions any better to-day
than they were at the beginning of the
last century, and are they any better on
fhis continent than in Europe? In an-
swer to this question we refer to Spahr's
tables of the distribution of wealth in
the United States, from which we learn
that eighty-eight per cent. of the people
of the United States are poor; that does
not mean of course, that they are all
objects of charity. Fifty per cent. of
the people are very poor, that is they
own absolutely nothing, while thirty-
elght per cent. own so little that they
must be classed as poor, though not very
poor. And yet the rich grow richer, for
one-half of the wealth has got into the
hands of one per cent. of the population.
Robert Hunter, in his work on “Poverty”
suggests that In the United States in a
fairly prosperous year there are 10,000,
000 persons in poverty, that is, underfed,
underclothed, and poorly housed.

We are unable to quote figures for
Canada, but it is probable that in this
Dominfon there is about the same pro-
portion of wealth and poverty.

Poverty to-day is for the most part
confined to the cities, where people are,
as Carlyle puts it, “heaped and huddled
together, with nothing but a little car-
pentry and masonry between them;—
crammed in like salted fish in their
barrel;—or weltering, shall 1 say, like
an Egyptian pitcher of tamed vipers,
each struggling to get its head above the
others."”

2. The Difficulties of the Problem. The
problem of the poor is not an easy one
to deal with., This arises in part from

nor my nor my
friends, nor have they been engaged In
my employ, and many of them are not
of my race. Besides I am not responsible
for their conditions of poverty, In wome
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I, How 1o Hewe TiHE PooR.

1. Intelligently. He who gives alms
should do it in such a way as not to
oncourage poverty., He should aim not
only to relleve the present distress but al
#0 to remove the cause of the distress
Charity should be of a kind which will
transform the unfit into the it. An intelli
gent relief policy will alm to alter the
conditions which bring about poverty
For instance in many of our Canadian
clties there is an annual outbreak of
typhold due directly to infection of a
milk route. It is not the whole of our
duty to sympathetically care for the
ulck fever patients, but further to intel-
ligently look after the milk route. The
causes of poverty must be sought after
an' removed. But this is a great and
difeult work which will tax to the ut-
most the skill and ingenuity and sym-
pathy of our social workers, our philan-
throplists, and our and which
throws out a challenge to our Chris-
tianity,

2. Oo-operatively, Individual and in-
dopendent efforts to help the poor cer-
tainly have their place, But they are
entirely dnadequate to meet the situa-
tion at the present time in our own coun-
try. Churches acting each independently
of the other may do much to relleve pres-
ent want, but can never succeed in soly-
Ing the problem of the poor. The situa-
tlon s such as to call for the united
action of all churches, of all benevolent
and charity societies. These societies
and churches should act in harmony
with municipal councils and legislative
bodles. The work is so difficult that it
cannot be done by any single individual
nor by any number of individuals acting
b nd

cagses they have no one but

to blame for their misfortune, If they
would leave the drink alone they might
be comfortable. In some cases they do
not receive a living wage, but that I
not my fault, but rather the fault of thelr
employers, the wealthy manufacturors,
But stop! Let me think as a Christian
and an honest man. Am I in no sense
to blame for these conditions? Had 1
no share in legalizing the drink traMo,
which places temptation before these
men, who find the bar room to be an
comfortable a place as thelr own mo-
called homes? Do I not enjoy The fruit
of the labors of these men for which they
received less than a living wage? Do
T not wear garments which I was ablo
to buy cheap, at less than thelr ronl
value, because the women who made
them, as the result of a cruel sweating
system, received less than they earned?
Do I not use machinery which was made
by workmen who received less than a
living wage? This I8 by no means a
simple situation, but an exceedingly com-
plex one.

To add to the difficulties of the prob-
lem, the poorest of the poor are belng
eradually driven into the slums, where
there are no homes, but only places to
stay, and those the most undesirable,
“Here, too,” says Woodsworth, In My
Neighbor, “settle the newcomers who
must start at the bottom. And so to com-
plicate an already difficult problem we
have our ‘foreign colonies'—our” Ghettos,
Little Italys, Colored Blocks, and China.
towns, and whole forelgn wards vith
their mixed population from Bouth:
eastern Europe.”

But in spite of the difficulties in the
way the duty of helping the poor i
urgent. The actual sufferings of men,
women and children, must be removed
the morals of the people which may
deteriorate through poverty must be
safeguarded, and the life of the next
generation which may suffer through
the poverty of the present must he pro-
tected, and above all our Christianity,
whose reputation is at stake, must prove
::Iell by adequately meeting the sltua-

on.

ach pendently of the others, nor by

any single church, or organized charity
woclety, nor by any number of such so-
clotles and churches each acting inde-
pendently of the others. If the work
18 to be successfully done, co-operation
to the fullest extent is imperative. Per-
haps the best example of co-operation
in this work in Canada is found in the
Associated Charities of Winnipeg.

3. Nympathetically. Love should lieat
the basls of all our actions towards
men. We may deal with things without
love, but as Christlans we ought not
to deal with men without love. Love is
enpocially necessary in dealing with the
poor,

"Not what we give, but what we share,
For the gift without the giver is bare;
ho gives himself with his alms feeds

three—

Himself, his hungering neighbor, and
Me."—Lowell.

Nore, —Rev. J. 8. Woodsworth’s recent

work, “My Nerousor,’ throws much light
on the problem of the poor.

Blackie's Noble Spirit

The quick recognition that one has
been guilty of a mistake or a fault is
a characteristic of a noble spirit.

‘That most unconventional, most im-
petuous, and most beloved of Scotch
professors, John Stuart Blackie, once
curtly called to order a student because
he was reading with his book in his
left hand and bade him to hold it in the
other. The youth colored, but made no
change. The annoyed professor then re-
primanded him sharply, whereupon the
class hissed, and the student held up
the stump which was all that remained
of his right arm.

Blackie instantly stepped down from
his desk, took the lad in his arms, and

od his pardon, and, turning to the
rest of the class, said, I am glad that
I have gentlemen to teach,” then went
back to his desk, while the boys cheered
him. No wonder that his students and
overybody else loved him.—Sel.
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An Interesting Missionary Meeting

Miss Mae Fleming, Superintendent of
the Berkeley St., Toronto, Intermediate
League, gives a practicable plan for a
good hour’s missionary exercise, as it
was held in the above named League,
recently.

The twenty questions found below con-
stituted the principal feature and were
used as described. They were written

CANADIAN EPWORTH

A Sketch
BY R I

It was on the Western prairie. The
hot July sun shone down mercilessly on
the haymakers working so busily in the
fields; for a heavy black cloud obscured
the blue in the west and threatened soon
to deluge the workers

Travellers, that day, along a well-worn

GIRLS OF INDIAN INSTITUTE AT SARDIS, B.C

on separate slips of paper and numbered
from 1 to 20. The questions were dis-
tributed among twenty members of the
League, and as the Chairman called out
the numbers, the person holding the slip
of paper corresponding to that number,
read the question aloud, and answered.
A general discussion from the other
members was then invited and in this
way practically everyone present took
part in the meeting and splendid and
original answers were given.

Miss Fleming says: “In my opinion a
meeting similar to the above accomplishes
at least three things:

1. It makes each one feel that it is
their meeting; that they have an individ-
ual part in fit.

2. It develops self-confidence in
pressing oneself.

3. It increases missionary knowledge.

It is advisable that the Chairman be
prepared to tell some little incident in
connection with the lives of the mission-
aries referred to; this adds materially to
the interest of the meeting.”

ex-

MISSIONARY QUESTIONS.

1. What was the name of the mission
lr\ w)m dld nurh a great work In Africa?
the first missionary the
Mrnmdltt (‘hurt‘h of Canada sent to China?
What missionary dm'q our League
holp to support in Chin
4. Who was Willlam (‘arey'.‘
6. What was the name of the man who
was sent to Africa to find Livingstone?
6. Who Is Thomas Crosby?
7 Who was John G. Paton?
. In what two countries has the ‘\In-nm
||l\l C hurt‘h of Canada missionaries
9. In what country has there rp(‘oml\
been an uprising that Ims ]llnrml our mis-
sionaries In danger of th
10, What command dld (hri«t Eiv(- to
lm disciples regarding missionary work?
Name a missionary we read a great
:Im\l about in the New Testament?
what race of people was
pmlllulnrl) sent?
13. What denomination are most of the
people in South America?
14, What is meant by
ary Work"?
15. Do you think foreign missionary work
is any more important than home mission-
ary work

Paul

“Home Misslon-

186. what means can we at home help
the toreixn missionaries
17. In what countries (0-(“)’ is there a
great need for missionaries?
18. What do you think s one of the
hnrdell things a missionary has to do?
Do you think missionaries are happy?
Why
. What else do our missionaries do be-
dde preach the Gospel?

trail on looking down a coulee, were sur-
prised by an unaccustomed sight. Around
a settler's “shack” stood a large crowd
of people in little groups of two or three,
conversing quietly., What could it be?
Nothing but a sale brings together, to
any one shack on the prairie, such a
crowd of people. No, it could not be a
sale. Everything was too quiet. There
was no auctioneer's metailic voice, no jost-
ling, or voices bidding, and nothing sale-
able in sight. But look! Through the
crowd a passage Is being made, and
from the shack appears a white-surpliced
minister, followed by six solemn-faced,
husky, big ranchers carrying a long coffin-
shaped box. Then came a few more
people.

A funeral! could it be? Why, seldom
do you see a cemetery in this new coun-
try. Only the young, the strong, are
here, to commence life, to carve out
homes for themselves, not to settle down
to await the end of life

It was a funeral. The destroying
angel—no respecter of persons — had
picked on a sweet-faced young Bnglish-
woman, who, but five days before had
worked side by side with her husband
in the hayfleld.

Four years ago they settled in this

BOYS AT SAME INSTITUTE

prairie land on a homestead, with little
money, but high hopes and resolute pur-
pose, and by this summer were beginning
to feel comfortably “fixed.” They had
had their share of difficulties and trlnls.
even beyond the ordinary, for two years
after their arrival their first little baby
had died fom croup while the poor young
mother was alone with him in the house—
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no neighbour nearer than a mile, and no
medical assistance within thirty miles.
And now another tiny child was left be.
hind with the heart-broken fatner,

Quietly the pall-bearers placed the rude
coffin on a neighbour's “democrat” and led
by the clergyman, the procession pro-
ceeded slowly across the prairie to the
corner of the homestead, where the other
pitiful little grave was fenced in, and
neatly decorated with little shrubs. Close
beside it was the newly-dug grave, and
here the procession halted. The neigh-
bour's grouped around, many a big rough
man with a tear in his eye or a quiver
on the lip usually so firm, and alas!
more used to rough language and curses
than prayers and hymns. he stricken
husband—the sole mourner—knelt at the
foot of the grave with his child In his
arms. Great heavy sobs shook his whole
frame, while hearthbreaking it was In-
deed, to see the darling little baby clap
its hands and crow in glee at the novel
proceedings.

The beautiful burial service of the
Church of England was read, and the
“dust to dust, ashes to ashes,” pronounced;
then as the first few clods of earth rattled
down on the coffin, the air was rent with
a heavy crash of thunder, and the clouds
added their tears to those of the sad-
dened friends.

Another Incident

Rev. C. H. Johnson, of Gadsby, Al-
berta, in one of his letters to the editor,
tells the following pathetic little incident,
which he says shows again that the
Cradle Roll is indeed a blessing. “Walk-
ing down the prairie village street yes-
terday, a man evidently a newcomer,
awkward in his action, and mapifestly
deeply moved, said, 'You de prediger?
‘Yes, what is your nam He gave me
his name, and I asked ‘What can I do
for you?" His reply was sad, ‘I got one
leetle dead baby.' ‘Oh!  too bad!
And you want me for the funeral? ‘Ya!
He a good baby. He got good right. He
on de what call de baby roll of de kirche
in———=8ask." ‘Cradle Roll,’ I suggested.
‘Ya! Say, you got one dem pins for Cradle
Roll? I like him much to pin in his dress
now he dead. Him a good baby.

To-day I conducted the funeral from the
isolated shack, told them of preaching
only four miles away where the other
children could learn more of the Saviour
who had taken one more little one In
his arms. I think they will go. The
Cradle Roll is again a blessing.”

(COQUA

“Teach me, my God and King,

In all things Thee to se

And what I do in everything,
To do it as for Thee.

A servant with this clause
Makes drudgery divine;

Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws
"Makes that and the action fine.”
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Topic for Week of November 19
REV. PROF. A, P, MISENER, PH.D, VICTORIA
COLLEGE, TORONTO.

Read Chapter VIL of Smythe's “lHow We
Got Our Bible."

Consult Chapters XXIT,
Price’'s “Ancestry ‘of
Bible,"

P Lesson for Meeting.
67-72.

of
English

and XX
Our

Psalm 119:

The history of our Bible from Tyn-
dale's time 18 simply a history of growth
and improvement by means of repeated
revisions. Each of the names standing
between Tyndale's Bible and the Author-
ized Version represents one of these ef-
forts at improvement. Of these various
Bibles little can be said, for to deal with
them satisfactorily would involve a re-
view of English history which space will

not permit us to make. Nor Is this
necessary for our purpose, A very few
words about them will serve to show

the place they occupied In the develop-
ment of the English Bible.

1. Coverdale’s Bible (15635-37) 18 note-
worthy as being the first complete
printed Bible in the English language,
Tyndale having printed only the New
Testament and certain parts of the Old.
This translation was undertaken as a
result of the petition of Convocation
(1534), in which Cranmer had asked
the king to have prepared an authorized
translation of the Scriptures to meet the
popular demand which Tyndale's ver-
slon had created. Though Tyndale's
New Testaments were bought up and
burnt by the thousands, their appear-
ance in England had created an appetite
for the English Pible which could not
be satisfied. The flames might anni-
hilate the books, but the appetite was
inextinguishable, and the popular de-
mand had now reached the throne, King
Henry granted the request, and Myles
Coverdale was appointed to do the work.
With much less ablility than his great

predecessor, Coverdale makes no pre-
tence to be an original translator. He
knew neither Hebrew nor Greek. He

says his translation is based on five dif-
ferent interpreters, but the chief of
these was evidently Tyndale's Bible,
which, in the New Testament especi-
ally, he closely followed. Hlis work was
therefore little more than an echo of
Tyndale's, and he himself was essentially
an editor, rather than an original trans-
lator. He brought together the best
materials accessible, and so selected and
modified them as to construct a Bible
that would please the ecclesiastical au-
thorities, and satisfy the popular de-
mands. He did his work well as an
editor, and the version he produced was,
on the whole, a worthy one. Belng a
shrewd man, and of peaceful disposi-
tion, he restored a number of beloved
ecclesiastical terms, which Tyndale had
discarded for more exact renderings of
the original Hebrew and Greek texts.
Several of his renderings have been per-
petuated in the Authorlzed Version
His Bible so well satisfied all parties that
it soon became popular. In 1537—one
year after Tyndale’s martyrdom — two
revised editions appeared, bearing the
statement “set forth with the King's
most gracious license,”  Thus within
twelve years after the issuance of Tyn-
dale’s New Testament, we find the whole
Bible translated, printed and distributed
with royal sanction.

2. Matthew's Bible (1637): This was

a version prepared by one, John Rog-
ers, a friend of Tyndale, to whom the
latter had committed the task of com-
bleting his work on the Old Testament.
The name “Matthew” was either a pseu-
donym for Rogers, or the name of a
merchant who had financially backed the
enterprise. It was no doubt used to
avold the odium attached to the name of
William Tyndale,” for Rogers' work
was Tyndale's translation pure and
simple, all but the latter half of the Old
Testament, which was taken, with some
alterations, from Coverdale’s. The way
the version came about was this: Some
years after his graduation at Oxford,
Rogers went to Antwerp as chaplain to
the “English House " where Tyndale was
staying. He here became a close friend
of the great translator, and while the
latter was spending his closing days In
Vilvorde Castle, he turned over to Rogors
his unpublished work on the Old Tefta-
ment:—Joshua to II. Chronicles, inclu-
sive. As Bible revision and translation
was now becoming popular, and being
in possession of all that Tyndale had
translated, both published and unpub-
lished, and, no doubt, being well ac-
quainted with Coverdale's version, he ap-
pears to have desired to give it to the
public in a complete edition. This he
accordingly did, preparing a Bible with
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the year 1538. Driven out of France
by the inquisition, which ordered his
work to be confiscated, he returned to
London, and here in 1539 his version
was published under the King's ausplces,
and authorized to be used in every church
in the kingdom. Because of its splendid
proportions and magnificent form it was
called "“The Great Bible,” It appeared in
large folio, black letter, and bore neither
dedication nor notes, But the important
thing to remember about it is that, not-
withstanding all Coverdale's pretensions,
this version is really no new translation.
1t may be described as a revision of Mat-
thew's Bible by Coverdale, which means
that it too was a revised edition of Tyn-
dale’s version. The Old Testament is
Matthew's edition, slightly revised, while
the New Testament is Tyndale's transla-

tion reyised by making comparison with
the Vulgate and Erasmus’ Latin transla-
tion.

8o we see how gloriously the old martyr
has triumphed. Little did he think when
he prayed as his last prayer that the
“Lord would open the King of England's
eyes, that that prayer would so soon
be answered. Only three years since he
was strangled at the stake, and here is
his Bible ‘authorized by the king, com-
mended by the clergy, and placed in all
the parish churches for the teaching of
the people.” What a change had come
over England! And what a further
change twenty years later, when Queen
Elizabeth, on coming to the throne of
England, was presented with a copy ot

5. The “Geneva” New Testament: This
was the first appearance in England of
the New Testament, part of the so-called
“Geneva” Bible. The Old Testament was

4 publ

two years later

Tyndale’s work on the Old T
from Genesis to II. Chronicles, Cover-
dale's version for the rest of the Old
Testament and the Apoerypha, and Tyn-
dale's New Testament. This matertal was
revised and slightly changed, supplied
with introductions, summaries of chapters,
ilustrations and some rather strong anti-
papal marginal notes. Being a compila-
tion of Tyndale and Coverdale, it was
the best English Bible in print. It was
handsomely dedicated to “The moost
noble and gracyous Prynce Kyng Henry
the Eyght and Queen Jane,” and re-
ceived the royal sanction and patronage.
Thus, again, within one year after his
martyrdom, was Tyndale's work (al-
though under another name) authorized
by royal decree, and given free course
on English soil.

3. Taverner's Bible (1539) was little
more than an edition of Matthew's, with
Its more violent anti-papal notes toned
down or omitted. Taverner was an Ox-
ford graduate, a layman and lawyer.
He was a good Greek scholar, but appar-
ently unacquainted with Hebrew. The
New Testament bears some marks of his
Greek scholarship, His revision was
entirely superseded by the Great Bible.

4. The Great Bible (1539): There
were now in England two Bibles (Cover-
dale’s and Matthew's) being sold by the
King's authority. But meither of these
versions was entirely satisfactory, Coy-
erdale’s Bible was a compllation from
various sources, and had not been trans-
lated from the original Hebrew and
Greek, Matthew's Bible, too, had been
compiled from translations of different
values and its marginal notes were
felt to be too strongly controversial,
Hence Cromwell and other advisers of
the King determined to have a revised
Bible which would be free from these
objections, and worthy of s position
as a National Bible. Coverdale was se-
lected  to supervise this translation,
which was to more faithfully represent
the original Hebrew and Greek than the
English versions so far prepared. Being
himself deficient in these languages, he
obtained the ald of other scholars, and
went to Paris to execute the work in

an
(1560). It was dedicated to Elizabeth in
simple, dignified language. This version
was prepared by the Puritans who had
fled from England to Geneva, Switzer-
land, during the bitter persecution under
“bloody Mary.” It very soon attained
great popularity because of its excellence,
and the royal patronage that was given
it. “It was the most popular Bible that
had ever appeared in England,” says a
recent writer, “and for sixty years it held
its own against all rivals, for a time
corlesting the ground even with our own
Authorized Version, It was both cheaper
and less cumbrous than the Great Bible,
and a more careful and accurate work,
though, like most of its predecessors, it
was more a revision than a translation,
being chiefly based on Tyndale, The
Old Testament part was based on the
Great Bible, which was carefully revised
on the evidence of the best texts. The
New Testament was beased on Tyndale's
last revision. So popular did it become
that by 1611 it had appeared in one hun-
dred and twenty editions.

Some peculiarities of this famous ver-
sion are worthy of notice: (1) It is es-
pecially notable for its marginal notes,
which were thought to be very helpful
in dealing with difficult or obscure pas-
sages. These notes have special interest
for us, for (as we shall see) we have
partly to thank them for our present
Authorized Version. (2) Another inno
vation of this Bible was the dropping of
the black letter for the plain Roman
type. (3) It was the first Bible in which
the chapters were divided into verses,
and (4) the first to omit the Apocrypha
(5) Italics are used for all words which
do not occur in the original. (6) Paul's
name does not appear in the superserip
tion of the Epistle to the Hebrews.

6. Bishops' Bible (1568): This was
a version made at the instigation of
Archbishop Parker, a devoted and learne’
Biblical scholar, who took steps for o
revision of the Great Bible, which had
been contesting the ground with the
Geneva version. It was called “The
Bishops' Bible,” because nine of the re
visers selected were bishops. Their lde
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was to revise the Great Bible so as to
bring it more in harmony with the orig-
inal Hebrew and Greek All  “bitter
notes” and controversial matter were to
be left out, and any offensive language
was to be “expressed with more conven-
ient words and phrases.” Different parts
of the Bible were assigned to different
scholars who did their work without con-
sultation. The work was only partially
successful, and apparently never recelved
the royal sanction This version was
provided with calendars, almanacs, tables,
pictures and maps. Its contents were of
unequal merit, as we should expect. The
Old Testament follows pretty faithfully
the readings of the Great Bible, while in
the New Testament there is evidence of
real scholarship. This Bible, while it
was far from satisfactory to the growing
number of able scholars, *“was held In
high ecclesiastical regard for about forty
years, and passed through twenty edi-
tions.”

7. Rheims and Douay Bible (1582
1610): This was a version produced by
the Romanist party for their adherents,
when, being forced to the background on
the accession of Klizabeth, they migrated
to the continent. It was thus an offset
to the Geneva version. The work was
first carried on at Douay in Flanders,
and later at Rheims, under the over-
sight of Gregory Martin, an Oxford grad-
uate. The New Testament was published
in 1682, the Old in 1610. It is a transla-
tion of Jerome's Vulgate, and was pre
pared, (to use its own statement) “to
counteract the prevalence and wide-spread
uge of various heretical and false ver-
sions,” and “to vindicate the good name
of Roman Catholic scholarship.” It was
declared by “the Holy Council ot Trent
to be authentical” It Is sald that some
use was made of the Hebrew and Greek
originals, but it wns manifestly slight,
and the results of little value. The trans-
lators make no ackuowledgment whatever
of previous English versions. Their
translation is very literal, and carries
over from the Latin into the English
words and phrases that are “stiff, formal
and often meaningless.”

Canada’s Call
Loud as the voice of her deep-booming

waters,
Clear as the lilt of her song birds in

ay,
Canada calls to her sons and her
daughters:
Lift high your standard of manhood
to-day.
Here in the dawn of a great nation's
morning,
Rings the clear volce of our country's

appeal,
Calling for heroes who, sélf-interest
scorning,
Do what they know, and dare what
they feel.

Not in the wealth of her prairies so
peerless,
Not in the output of silver and gold,
But in a people, free, righteous and
fearless,
Lies her supremest of treasures un-
told.

Canada calls. Then let the response be
One that shall honor our glorious
land;
Let us be all we would pray that our
sons be,
that our hopes and traditlons
demand,

Pure as the gold In the heart
mountains,
Strong as her torrents that leap to
he sea,
Straight as the pine-tree and clear as
her fountains,
Honest and fearless, face-forward and
free. —Dr. Albert D. Watson

All

of her
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The Twentieth Century Knight _

BY HARTLEY M, THOMAS, SCOUTMASTER,
INDIAN HEAD, SASK,

To get at the true wealth of meaning of
the word “Knighthood” we must discover
what it meant and for what it stood at
the time when it held an indispensable
position in society. This certainly was
in mediaeval times, and although the
wondrous tales of King Arthur's Round
Table can scarcely be accepted as authen-
tie, yet from them the modern reader
can judge what were the ideal knights,
those who were taken as models by their
successors in the middle ages, and what
the word “knighthood” conveyed to the
mind of the people of that time. The
knights of the Round Table were not the
real soldiers of the country, although
bound by oath to obey God and their
king. They were the acknowledged foes
to wrong and oppression and to their
king’s enemies. They were the defenders
of the women and children, and hence
were courteous, chivalrous and pure.

JUST A BOY SCOUT
They were under oath to help others
whenever possible. Their own honor was
to be guarded. These were the mediaeval
knights.

The Twentieth Century Knight is cer-
tainly not, then, the man with a handle
to his name. These men would, for tne
most part, not be recognized as knights
by their forefathers; but society would be
in a bad way were there no men ready
to do the duty of the tr knight. The
is, however, no organization of men what-
ever that is carrying out the ideals of true
kuighthood. Without doubt the Boy Scouts
are the Twentieth Century Knights. The
Boy Scout is under oath to honor God
and the king, to do a good turn every
day, and to obey the Scout Law, which is
almost the code of an ancient order of
knighthood, modernized. On comparing
the scout law of 8ir Robert Baden-Powell
to the oath of a knight of the Round
Table we find them to be the same law in
a different statute book.

The Boy Scouts are not play soldiers
Tiieir duty Is to serve and save, not to
take life,

There are, however, some differences be-
ween the Scout and the Knight I'hey
follow the same ideals in a different way
'he scout knows that to do the most good
he does not need to travel all over the
country to find the want of it; that is
usually found in every-day life. I'he
knight knew that for every brave or kind
deed rewards and honors were awaiting
him; the scout knows that work paid for
Is only a trade; nothing has been contri
buted, so he takes no reward for his good
turn

These are the principal factors In
modern knighthood as expressed through
the Boy Scout, except one, that ig brother-
hood. The motto of the early French
Republican was, “ Liberte, Egalite, Fra-
ternite.”  The scout knows that true
liberty is found in law and obedience to
it; that all men are equal; hence he
abolishes snobbery, and does his good
turn to rich and poor alike; he also be-
lieves In fraternity. One scout knows
another anywhere, and every troup has a
glad welcome for stranger scouts. This
Impresses the recruit more than perhaps
anything else. The world-wide extent and
bratherhood of the organization is a great
factor in Twentieth Century Knighthood,
and goes to show that the ideals of the
Boy Scout are the ideals of all the Chris-
tlan world, and many of other falths are
adopting and following these truths
Certainly, If the world of the next genera
tion will be better than the one now, it
will be due to a large extent to the
Twentieth Century Knight

The Scotch Thistle

The following story tells how t{he
thistle became Scotland’s national em-
blem: “ The Danes had invaded Scotland
In considerable force, They were a
brave, warlike race, and scorned to take
what they considered an unfair advan-
tage of the enemy. It was one of their
axloms that it was dishonorable to sur-
prise a foe under cover of darkness. At
dawn, therefore, one winters morning
the Danes carefully laid thelr plans to
steal upon the Scottish camp while still
asleep. The soldlers were ordered to
march barefooted that the enemy might
hear no tramping. Silently and unob-
served they crept as near as they dared
to the sleeping camp, and then sent for
ward scouts to discover the weak points
of the enemy's position. One of these
scouts was stealing cautiously round the
camp when he trod with his bare foot
upon a thistle. The unfortunate man
did exactly what you would have done
in similar circumstances—gave an agon-
ized howl. In an Instant the Scots were
aroused, They at once attacked the in-
vaders, and completely routed them.
Out of gratitude to the prickly Iittle
plant they dubbed it the Scottish thistle,
and made it the national emblem, with
the motto, emo me Impune lacessit '
~'“No one insults me with impunity.”
—Sel

The Wandering Jew

A legend relates that a certain Jew, a
doorkeeper in the palace of Pontius
Pilate, was condemned to wander till the
Day of Judgment for offering an insult
to Christ on the way to Calvary. Mat-
thew of Parls first published this legend
in 1228, He professed to have derived
it from an Armenian bishop. Many
tramps have pretended to be the Wan-
dering Jew, who belongs to the same
class of myth as the Wild Huntsman
and the Flylng Dutchman. He has been
poetically treated by Goethe, Schlegel,
Schubert, Shelley, Croly, and others, and
has figured much in fiction.—Sel.
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Municipal Government
Topic for Citizenship Meeting of week
Jollowing Nov. 26.

BY FRED E. MOORE, FORT WILLIAM, ONTARIO.

Read Pages 110 to 126, “Canadian Civics."
—Proverbs 11: 1-15.

How could it be possible to approach a
consideration of Municipal Goverr ient
without being filled with a feeling of deep
personal interest about something which
means so much to all of us? It seems
improbable, yet for all that we must
admit that there is a great dearth of
knowledge among the rank and file of
citizens along these very lines. It is
hoped, therefore, through the agency of
Epworth Leagues to instil a deeper in-
terest for such things among its mem-
bership.

In previous topics we gained a general

(L pestind

the first duty it attends to is the matter
of taxes. The assessor values all prop-
erty in the municipality, and after the
council has decided on what money is re-
quired for the year's expenditures, they
estimate what each citizen has to
pay, such estimate being calculated at so
many mills (one thousandth part of a
dollar) on the dollar. Thus it will be
seen that all citizens, In so far as it is
possible, are required to contribute an
equitable share in the maintenance of
the Municipality in which he or she
lives. But who would forego the privi-
leges enjoyed for the sake of saving the
taxes? Surely no “true” citizen. Yet
people are frequently heard to complain
terribly about paying their taxes. The
complaining is usually unjustifiable, and
often if the facts were known those very

lal would be more
money annually on useless things than
would pay the taxes many times. Thus
the inconsistency. Also the complainers

knowledge regarding the an
Provincial Governments, so now we are
€oing to investigate Municipal Govern-
ment.

In the first place, it is found that
this form of Government is older than
Confederation and that practically the
only difference the British North Ameri-
can Act made, was to place Municipalities
under Provinefal control. That 1s, the
Legislature of a Province, besides having
many minor matters under its control,
was given power to establish, amend, or
abolish a Municipal System within {ts
territory. Though this is true, Municip-
alities still have great latitude,

Since Municipalities are divided into
cities, towns, villages and townships, we
cannot look about us, we cannot go any-
where without finding on every hand the
fruits of such governments. They deal
with matters that concern us very closely,
therefore it is only reasonable to expect
that every loyal citizen would take a
deep interest to promote its highest wel-
fare. It is regrettable, however, to have
to acknowledge that this is too often
not the case with many citizens.

We have only to consider a few of the
things a Municipal Government attends to
in order to be impressed of its great im-
portance. It sees that roads and streets
are made, that bridges are bulilt, that
sidewalks are laid down, that drains
and sewers are constructed, that parks
and pleasure grounds are provided, that
articles of food and drink sold In shops
are of proper quality, and that the lives
and property of citizens receive police
as well as fire protection.

To finance the foregoing privileges
which so amply provide for our health,
comfort and protection requires a great
amount ¢f money each year, also a staff
of officers, as the council, clerk, treasurer,
tax collector and assessor to carry on the
work.,

Unlike the Dominion and Provincial
Governments, the members of a Muni-
cipal Council are elected once every year
on the first Monday in January. To be-
come a member of any council, a candi-
date must be a British subject of the
full age of 21 years, with property quali-
fications ranging from $400 to $1000, ac-
cording to the slze of the municipality
in which he seeks office. A citizen to be
eligible for voting privileges must have
the same as a
with the exception that the money consid-
erations are not so great.

After a council is duly installed, about

are fr ly found among the ranks of
those who take the least interest in
municipal affairs and thereby know least
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years, however, old municipalities have,
in many cases, taken over the operating
of such matters themselves, while almost
without exception, new municipalities
manage thelr own franchises from the
very beginning. The movement is grow-
ing rapidly and seems to give almost
perfect satisfaction.

It is interesting to note, in passing,
what underlying causes have given rise
to this movement. To illustrate, I copy
from “The New Encyclopedia ot Social
Reform,” by Bliss, and while the quota-
tion refers to BEngland and the United
States, vet I think it well represents
conditions in Canada.

“The main causes of the movement for
the municipalization of public utilities in
Great Britain are to be found in the
desire: (1) to secure better and more
extended service; (2) to obtain lower
rates; (3) to secure for the city the
profits of public-service industries; (4)
to improve the conditions of labor; (5)
to fidentify the interest of owners and
the public and bring into harmony with
the public welfare powerful monopoly in-
terests, which in private hands manifest
more or less opposition to the public
good; (6) to secure to the eoity, direct
continuous, complete control of its streets
and all monopoly uses of them. In the
United States, the principal causes of
the municipal ownerghip movement have
been the les to over. fon
excessive charges, Inadequate service, and
disregard of public health and safety,
by private companies, and

about what they are The
suggestion embodied dn the last sentence
prothpts me to introduce the crucial
point In this discussion.

Why would it not be a good plan for
all readers of this article to resolve that
in future they will take a greater interest
than ever in the affairs of their muni-
cipality? Moreover, wouldn't it be a good
idea for all those who are giving topics
in leagues to impress upon the minds of
their hearers this same thought? The
need {8 surely great enough for all to
strive ever so hard to arouse such an
interest.

Besides being the means of producing
better citizens, which certainly means
A better government and a better muni-
cipality, think of the splendid opportun-
ity for aspiring young men to become
members of councils. There are few
young men indeed, but who can qualify
financially for either voting privileges
or council candidature. The other re-
quirements are principally (1) a desire
to hold office; (2) the possessing of ne-
cessary ability; (3) a determination to
develop that ability to the point where
the majority of people can be convinced
that the right man is seeking office,

In order to thus qualify it will be
necessary for him to do considerable
reading on the subject, to keep well in-
formed on municipal affairs, attend the
council meetings and at every oppor-
tunity show @ heart interest in the affairs
of the municipality, and most certainly
he must make friends and cultivate the
ability to deal successfully with people.
Tt is of highest importance that he re-
solve at the outset to be the best possible
type of councillor (which is tne only
type the writer would advocate); that he
cultivate a God-fearing manliness; a
manliness above smallness, petty strife,
graft, red tape, and one that will stand
out valiantly for fair play and what
concerns the best Interests of the people.
It is a coveted position thus considered
and gives great satisfaction of soul to
have it said of Mr. So and So that he
served his Municipality well,

Growing from Municipal Government
springs the subject of Municipal Owner-
ship. The term is applied more specl-
fically to such franchises as Gas, Electric
Light, Water Works, and Telephone,
which were in times past owned, almost
solely by private corporations. Of late

their corrupt and demoralizing relations
with our governments and public offic-
1als.”

It will at once be seen that the more
Municipalities enter the broader flelds of
business, the greater will be the call for

illors of ifled busi ability.
It, therefore, becomes incumbent on the
citizens to at least equip themselves so
as to be able to give encouragement to
the best among those men who come
forward to shoulder the responsibilities
of their municipality. tncourage the
young men of our leagues to take a
staunch stand in this matter, determine
to qualify for voting privileges, become
actively engaged in the study of Muni-
cipal Governments, particularly as it per-
tains to their own locality and if possible
to at some time become councillors. The
fact that a council consists of a consider-
able number and that it is changed every
year opens the way for many opportuni-
ties. Time might better be spent in self-
improvement along these lines than in
superfluous social functions, aimless and
time-wasting reading, walking the streets,
hours in useless conversation, a “gad-
ding” spirit, so to speak, after all pos-
sible means to fairly kill time, Be men,
devote a goodly portion of your spare
time to self-imp , thus T
your latent talent and becoming better
qualified to help others!

At present women are debarred from
becoming councillors. But this fact by
no means debars them from entering a
great fleld of usefulness. A young woman
can wisely consider it her duty to thor-
oughly inform herself regarding civic
affairs, as thus she is in a position to
intelligently assist men by her sympathy
and kindly, enthuslastic interest in their
ambitions. A mother's influence can be
extended to her boy to help him to
become a good citizen. It has frequently
happened that a mother's influence was
all that made her son a brilllant suc-
cess.

In conclusion, T leave you, my readers,
this beautiful thought. Carry it into
your civic life, but also allow it to per-
meate your natures and be your guide in
dealing with all men,

“I shall pass through tnis worid but
once, any good therefore or any kindness
I can show to any human being let me
do it now, let me not defer nor neglect
it for I will not pass this way again.”
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Citizens of the Universe

“1 like to encounter these citizens of
the universe!”’ 8o sald Emerson when
writing about Coleridge. It Is a glori-
ous phrase. “A citizen of the universe!"
So many of us are citizens of such a
little world. We have no outlook. We
have no vision. Our interests are nar-
row and confined. Wa do not look over
the hedge. We do not see beyond our
little selves, or we do not see beyond
our little home, or we do not see beyond
our little denomination, or we do not see
beyond our own country. There is noth-
ing universal about us. We do not see
to the ends of the earth.

Now, want of breadth is always to be
explained by want of helght. If we live
low down we shall not see *the land
that is afar off.”” If we live high up, we
shall gaze upon a bigger world. For
wider views we must climb to greater
helghts, and that is the Word of God.
Everywhere in the Word of God we are
enjoined to ““ get up to the high moun-
tains.” We are counselled to live in
‘“ the heavenly places in Jesus Christ.”
And all this means height, and therefore
vislon. If we lived in the heights in the
Lord we should see beyond self and
home, and denomination and country,
and we should see the whole world as it
looks to the mind and heart of our Lord.
The Englishman would see the German
as he appears to his Saviour. The
Methodist would see the Anglican as
he appears in the sight of the Lord
The Anglican would see the Methodist
in the light of the holy love and grace
of Christ. Everybody would see every-
body else as a child of God.

What we want, therefore, is a loftier
life. We need to get higher up. And
how are we to do it? We are to do it
by the way prescribed in the Word of
God. To commune with Christ is to rise
into the heights. To pray is to begin
to soar. To sing songs of praise is to
stand upon the summits of life. To do
kindly service is to get above the walls
and hedgerows. We can get higher
every day. Every night we may find
ourselves a day's march nearer home.
And let this be said to all my read-
ers: The higher we get the more bracing
becomes the air. Life is filled with ex-
hilaration. * Thou hast made my feet
like hind’s feet!"” 8o sang the psalmist,
and his soul was certainly upon the
mountain. Yes, we have fine spring in
our feet when we are upon the hills
of God.—=8el.

Boy Scouts

This troop was formed in October last
by F. J. Schroeder in connection with the
James Bay Methodist Sunday School, Vic-
torfa, B.C. “The boys have taken a great
interest in the work and have done well
in the different tests. The troop has
now nine second-class scouts, who have
won five proficiency badges, and six ten-
derfoot scouts. The total strength at
present is twenty. The scout-master is
endeavoring to train the boys to be ready
to act promptly and intelligently in any
case of emergency. He 1s also trying
to show them that to be true scouts they
must be manly in their work and play.
In doing their good turns they must act
without thought of compensation. The
results have been very satisfactory, as
six of them joined the church last month.”

The above extract from a letter by the
Scout-master to the Editor is self-ex-
planatory, and goes to show that such
work among boys, properly directed and
controlled, brings forth excellent re-
sults,

SHOW THIS COPY T0
A FRIEND.
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It May Fall Upon You
BY REV. C. A, RUDDOCK.
The rum-seller shouted, “Get out of the
road,”
As near me in bearing a beer-keg he
strode.

“Please step aside quickly, and let me
pass through.

“This burden so heavy may fall upon
you.”

I heeded his warning, allowed him to
pass

Within, where he sold the vile stuff by the
glass;

But the words that he uttered appeared
sadly true,

“This burden so heavy may fall upon
you,”

I thought, “Will the drinker be cautioned
as well,

Step quickly aside, it may crush you to
hell?”

Ah, no! not a word for their danger or

pain;
If it falls upon them, their loss is his
gain.

TROOP OF BOY SCOUTS, JAMES BAY, VICTORIA, B.C,

[ thought of a Haddock, so noble and
brave,

Contending for right, his fellows to save,

It fell upon him, when he gave up his
breath,

By the hand of the Rum Power, smitten
to death.

I thought of my children, exposed to this
strife,
This burden might fall on the Innocent

e,
Should evil beguile them In guise of a
riend,
How crushing the weight on my heart
would descend.

I thought of the aged, grown feeble at
length;

Who leaned for support on the son of thelr
strength,

Bewalling the fate of their noble first

orn,
The staff of their age, in their hand was
a thorn,

I thought of the orphan denied of h'
right;

The arm that should shield him in cour
age and might,

Was palsied by rum, In the grave was
lald low,

And upon that young life fell the shadows
of woe.

t,
Ywreft;
to her

I thought of the widow in poverty

Of husband and home by this evil

The ear of the monster was deaf
call,

How sadly, how crushing on her did i
fall?

I said, “Oh!
remain?
How long? Oh! How long shall
Alcohol reign?”
Ye freemen, awake!
throw,
We loudly proclaim it! This Tyrant Must
Go!
—From an old Ram's Horn,

how long shall this evil

King

his power to o'er-

As to the League

Dr. Du Bose, when General . L. Secre-
tary of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, gave editorial reference in the
Erwortit Era to the following sage and
timely remarks regarding the Epworth
League of Southern Methodism

" We have met in one of our Church
papers the opinfon as expressed by a
correspondent that ‘the Epworth League
has not fulfilled the object for which it

was organized'
Where  has  this
brother  been to
gather his informa-
tion? The League
was  organized to
assist  our young
people in securing a
knowledge of the

doctrines and history
of our Church and
to encourage them in

works of grace and
charity.  Who will
say that this is not

being done in the
four thousand active
League Chapters in
the Church? Has
there ever been a
time when our young
Methodist people
were more loyal or
intelligent than now?
Has there ever been
a time when they
were more active in
ministry and service?
Let there be an end
of carking and ob-
struction. For Its
opportunity, for the time and money put
upon it, nothing has paid better than our
young people's organization. Those who
talk of side-tracking the work have not
reckoned with the interests which have
their roots in this hearty fellowship.”

The same observations are equally true
of our League in Canada.

“ Let the soul fulfil its mission,
Scorn a narrow-minded creed;

Charity knows no condition,
Save the single one of need.”

A QUESTION FOR
THE PRESIDENT

Have you returned the
pink card sent you by the
General Secretary some
weeks ago? If not,please
fill it up and mail without

delay.
S. T. BARTLETT.
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Junior Topics

VIRGIL HART
14-16.

All our Juniors know something of our
West China Mission. They should be
familiar with its commencement, and es.
teem highly the memory of the founder
of the work there. Doctor Hart was a
faithful missionary, and our Church will
always remember him with affection. He
was a native of New York State, and
when only fourteen years of age, was
drawn to missionary work. The
biographies of great missionaries had
much to do with shaping his choice. In

57, at seventeen years of age, he en-
tered Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminury.
After four years. there, he attended the
Northwestern University, and later the
Theological Seminary at Evanston, Illi-
nois. When twenty-six years old, he com-
menced work in China, under the aus-
pices of the Missionary Board of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. The voyage
was in a sailing vessel, around the Cape
of Good Hope, and occupied five months
He studied at Foo Chow, and later es.
tablished a mission at Kiu-Kiang, about
500 miles inland. He had many pre-
judices to overcome and much hardship
to endure, but his wisdom and zeal helped
him much, and God was with him to
direct and encourage. At Nanking, Dr.
Hart built an hospital, the first in that
section of China, at a cost of $11,000.
Many varied interests engaged his time
and attention, and after fourteen years
of hard labor he was forced to spend a
year in America. In 1882, he returned to
Central China and continued his work
there for five more years.

In 1886, riots had destroyed the Mission
property of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, in Chung-King, West China, and
in 1887, Dr. Hart was sent there to re
store the Mission. He travelled widely,
worked continuously, and in consequehce
his health so suffered that it seemed im-
possible for him to continue, and he re
tired from the Methodist Episcopal ser-
vice.

For two years he rested on a farm in
Burlington, Ont., and when in 1890 our
Church studied the question of extended
foreign missionary work, Dr. Hart was
able to give good advice. He was per-
suaded to re-enter the work, and it was
by his counsel that the province of Sz
Chwan was chosen as our field. How
that has grown, we all know. For fur-
ther particulars of Dr. Hart's work we
refer you to “The Heart of 8z-Chuan,” by
Rev. B. W. Wallace, and similar well
known books.

NOV. 26.
John 10:

(Missionary).

for December—Christ's Teach-

ings about Forgiveness.
CHRIST THE FORGIVER OF

Matt. 9: 2-8.

The events of the lesson probably took
place in the home of Peter at Capernaum.
Many persons were theré listening to
Jesus preaching, for they had come from
Galilee, Judea and Jerusalem, to hear
Him. Among the number were pharisees
and lawyers, who were always in the
crowd to find fault with Jesus. (Here
the Superintendent can describe the
oriental home, using a cardboard box,
which she has prepared for the occasion
and can later show how the sick man was
let down.)

While Jesus was

Thought

preaching, a man

appeared before him. He was a helpless
man, whose feet and hands could not
move, He was not a hopeless man, how-
ever, for he had heard of the wonderful
things Jesus had done for others, and he
had four friends carry him on a long
mat bed to the house of Peter. So great
was the crowd on the street and in the

THE BOY FROM G

WILLIE JOH)

TORGIA—
ON.

courtyard, they could not enter. So they
carried the sick man up the stairway,
which was built on the outside of the
house, and they made an opening through
the flat roof, and gently let him down
by means of ropes, until he lay at the
feet of the Saviour. Their faith and the
faith of the invalid must have been very
strong in the belief that Jesus would
heal him. The words which came from
the Master were full of tenderness and
hope, for He said, “Son, Be of gooa
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee” The
man needed forgiveness as well as heal-
ing. Jesus said this, not only to comfort
the sick man, but to reprove and teach
some who were there, not to learn of
Jesus, but to watch that they mignt find
fault. They asked themselves,—“Who can
forgive sin, but God only?” Jesus “per-
ceived their thoughts” He told the man
to arise, take up his bed and walk, thus
showing them that He had both power
to heal and forgive. Some beautiful
stories may be taken from the lives of
our medical missionaries, showing how,
in the healing of the body, many are led
to be healed of sin. Is faith necessary
to the forgiveness of sin? Let the Jun-
fors bring you stories of the Great Physi-
clan, in the healing of the sick—C. G. W
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DEC, 10.—THE LAW OF FORGIVENESS
Matt. 6: 14-15; 18: 21-22.

Repeat together what we call The Gol
den Rule,

Repeat together that part of the Lord's
Prayer, referring to forgiveness.

From the Juniors obtain the meaning
of both passages.

The Jewish rule was that an offender
should be forgiven three times, ana Peter
(Matt, 18: 21, 22), thought that seven
would be a good round numover. But
Jesus taught that the duty of forgiveness
was never-ending, and he illustrated this
with the parable of the wicked servant,
(Matt. 18: 23-35). Have these passages
of Scripture read in concert.

Jesus makes it very plain that love is
not to be limited, and yet we are not to
be indifferent to wrong. We must be pre-
pared to love and to forgive, even though
we are treated shamefuuy.

Who used the expression, and why?
“They know not what they do.” We may
overlook a wrong or resent it, but Jesus
would have us go to the one who has
been unkind to us, and tell him that for
the sake of the One who forgives us for
being unkind or unjust, we too must for-
give if we are to be happy. Is forgive-
ness just saying “I'll forgive you, but 1
can't forget the wrong you have done
me?'  There are two little bears some
one has sald we must let enter our hearts
and homes, “Bear and Forbear.”

The Duke of Wellington was once asked
why he treated a certain man with such
kindness when the man’s family had sald
80 many false things about him. “Do
You ever say the Lord's prayer?’ was the
reply. “Yes.” “So do 1,” said the Duke,
and added, “You know now the reason
for my conduct” When the Duke re-
peated “Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us,”
he realized what he was saying and meant
it. Let us have the spirit of the Duke of
Wellington, the spirit of the Christ.—
.G w.

DEC. 17—
NESS.
Last week we talked about forgiving
those who had wronged us "l‘n-?!r(:‘\!."\r\,';
Want to think about getting forgiveness
of those we have wronged. “And be ve
kind one to another, tender-hearted, for-
Blving one another, even as God for
Christ's sake hath forgiven you." Ephes-
lans 4: 32, The Jews Insisted on out-
ward purity, and it was in their law that
If a man were on his way to the temple
to offer the Passover lamb, and should
remember that there was leaven in his
house, he must hasten back and remove
it, cleanse his house, and then carry his
offering to the altar. Jesug says that it
is much more importan. to have our
hearts and lives clean before we offer
them to God. If we have wronged any
one, we miust ask his forgiveness for the
injury we have done. Having done our
part we will more readily obtain for-
giveness of God. Of us is asked a ser-
vice, not only of hands and lips, but of
hearts and lives.

Jacob A. Rils, tells in “The making of
an American,” of a quarrel between hig
uncle and a deacon in the churen, His
uncle was a bright, generous man, but
without much reverence, The deacon was

OUR BROTHER'S FORGIVE-
Matt, 5: 2

hard, but deeply religious. They were
neighbours and quarrelled about their
fence line. For months they dld not

speak. Every Sunday as the deacon strode
by to church the uncle called him a hypo
crite. One night the deacon called |i|)nn
his enemy. He said that duty caiied him
to the communion table the next day,
and he did not want to go with hate to-
ward his neighbor in his heart. Hence
he might have the fence line as he claimed
it. The spark struck fire. Then and
there they shook hands and became warm
friends, remaining so until they died.
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he faith that could work that way
upon such a nature is not to be made

light of."—C. G. W

The Boy from Georgia

One of the most telling of the five-min-
ute addresses given on Thursday evening
Oct. 12th, at the Ecumenical Conference,
was by Rev. Dr. Johnsou (or Cotumbus,
Georgia), a colored delegate. He said
when speaking of the good that comes
from placing young people in a healthy
environment, that he had brought with
him the youngest attendant at the Con
ference, that he might catch the spirit
of the gathering and make it indelible on
his heart. Without premeanacvion, Rev
W. H. Emsley, caught up the lad who
was sitting near him, and holding him
aloft in his strong arms, let the Con
ference look on his shining ebony face, It
was as inspiring as it was unique.

The editor had made Willie's acquain
tance before that evening, had taken his
picture several times, and had cheerfully
supplied it for use to others. But the
cut accompanying this shows him as no
one else has been able to do, and in the
other picture where he seems to be hav
ing a jolly good time, his companion evi-

dently is enjoying his company equally
well

Willie Johnson is a bright boy and some
of his comments on things heard and

seen were suggestive. One will be enough
to show that “sugar plums and lolly-pops"”
are not the all-in-all to some little colored
boys. After the editor had passed a very
pleasant visit with Willie, it seemed quite
natural that he should “stand treat.” No
nine year old boy would object to that
surely. So we went to an adjoining store
and Willle was told to make his choice
Chocolates and an almost endless variety
of choice varieties of candy, were rejected
one after the other,
and the editor was be-
ginning to think that
Willie would be rather
hard to please, when
the laddie sagely said,
“1 don't care for these
fancy kinds. 1 prefer
lemon drops.” 8o lemon
drops it was. And many
another child would be
better doubtless ir
Willie's choice were
more general, and the
rich “fancy kinds"” of
confectionery were
passed .over in prefer-
ence for a simpler
variety.

Willle was a favorite
with many, and the
young ladies were par-
ticularly attracted by
his charms. Just what
effect may have been
produced on some
hearts we cannot say,
but “Lovers” suggests
that there was some-
thing doing, and doubt-
less the future is bright
for this youthful heart-
breaker in more ways
than one.

Willle returned home
with his father, the
burly and genial Doc-
tor Johnson, w I!
pleased with his vis
and with his note- lmnk
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A Scriptural Invitation
Promise

and

Heber Beck, Sound Island, Newfound-
land, sends in the following puzzle for
the wide-awake Juniors to work out
Who can send in the first and best solu-
tion to it? And at the same time, who
will send in another to be submitted to
our readers in the next number of the
ERa. it, boys and girls, and address
your answers to the Editor

My whole is composed of letters,
and contains an invitation ¢ promise
of our Lord

My 11, 3, 36, is a girl's name

My 28, 23, 50, Is an animal

My , 24,19, is a conjunction

My 10, 11, 12, is something we

ought nn( to do.
10, 45, is a boy's name
2,3,11,6, ¢ is a book of the
Mm 'l‘w‘mms'u!
My 3, 2, 8,
llu- nlghl
1

, I8 something that rules

4, is a color.

4, 42, 36

is a day of

ee

My 1, 32, 34, ¢
;,lm\(v-l thing in life
46, 47, 6, 11, s a

45, 60, 36, is the

river in

No Explanations Necessary

One of my parishioners, says Bishop
Goodsell, was a lady of culture who had
been at the head of a great school for
many years. She became totally blind
I saw her at the close of a service feeling
her way up the aisle from pew to pew
that she might shake hands with me
I said, as I clasped her hand, “ It will
be all light up yonder, and you will
know why God has permitted this great
affliction to enter your life.”

She lifted a fa transfigured by in-

containing jottings con-
cerning  Toronto and
the Canadian people
that may be of use to him in later days
We wish him a long, happy, and above

all, a useful life in the footsteps, and
it God will, the calling of his talented
father.

effable

LOVE

peace,
happy as to

and said, “If T am so
get to heaven I shall let

bygones be bygones, and shall not trou-
ble the Lord for any explanations.'
Sel.
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Our Boys’ Column

PUZZLES AND TRICKS

The Suspended Broomstick

any old  stick, make t
wut twelve inches In dia
together slips of writing

Then get two sharp tabie

an
knives

now

paper ring 1s to be passed

ﬁ;/,

ind the
paper

Now let a
stick

stick is
rings
third person
and strike the ) d i
strong blow in the middle, 1t
Instantly, without tearing the
s or causing them to be cut

of many interesting
principle” of inertia

to be suspended by

take rong

Kk a
will
paper

illustra-

The String and Balls Puzzle

Get

a thin plece of wood, bone, or ivory,
of the shape shown In the annexed figure
below; bore in three holes—one  at
each end, and one in the middle 188 a
plece of string or twine through the middle
hole, leaving a loop, as shown; on each side
of the string thread a ball or ring, and
fasten the two ends of the string with
knots at the holes the end of the plece

of wood

the string

tying the knots

to the same side

of on opposite
The

The pus

e 18, without
from the

holes or without un
to get hoth balls or ring
of the central loop instead
sides.

following is the
Draw the central

removing

solution of the
loop of the

puz
string

well down, and
or other of the balls until
back of the central hole;

wugh the hole, and pass the
the two loops that will thus be
draw the string back through the
before, and the ball may easily
to that part of the string on
other ball has heen strung

This plan of passing the loop throu
the central hole i1s a key to all I;u. I “.‘-];

puzzles appear

but they may all be
to this puzzle of the balls and
borne in min,

slip through it eitfie:
reache

then pull the

the
loop
ball through

formed;
hole as
be pas
which

od
the

string Is

A set of ordinary capltal letters
8

4 3 §8888
are such as are made up of
f equal shapes. Look ecarefu]l
ind you will perceive that the

of the characters appear ()
the lower

page upside down,

looking you will e

siderable difference

letter being very

hottom half. Tt will b

there 18 a tendency

the upper part of any

A Dificulty with Forty-five.— How

can
number 45 be divided into four such parts
that If to the first part you add 2, from the
Second part you subtract 2, the third part
you multiply’by 2, and the ‘fourth part you

vide by 2, the hum of the addition, ‘the
Fomainder of the subtractlon, the product of
the multiplication, and the quotient of the

al

division will be
The 1st s 8: to which add 2, the sum s 10
The 2nd 18 12; subtract 2, the rem

b

Inder Is 10
The .trd I8 5 multiplied 2, the

qual?

The ﬂh ln 20; divided by 2, the quotient {s 10
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Our First Graduating Teacher
Training Class

The Teacher Training Class of the
Metropolitan Church, Regina, Sask., the
photograph of whose members is given
herewith, is the first class to recelve the
Diploma of the First Standard Course
issued by our own General Board, In
reply to a request for detailed informa-
tion concerning the class and its work,
Mr. A. M. Fraser, to whom more than
any other one person, the credit for class
success is due, gives the following par-
ticulars which will be found of Interest
to all who are taking any part In the
extension of our Teacher Training de-
partment.

“Our class was formed of a lot of very
busy people. We started out with 25
members, but as a number of the young
people, were just here attending the Nor-
mal School, we had not got more than

the 16 characters in the O. T. as used
(in * Training for service”) by Herbert
Moninger, but we took these characters
and gave them all surnames, and pre-
fixed the term Mr. to each name—the sur-
name was the date, or time, of that
man's activity. So in speaking of Gideon,
we called him Mr. Gideon Thirteen,
meaning of course, that Gideon livea
about thirteen hundred years, B.C., and
80 through the list. This chart was well
printed on a fine card, 5x8 inches and
glven to every member of the class. All
memorized the chart perfectly, and it
was really surprising to see how this
simple little plan, made easy that much
of the chronology of the Old Testament.
We then got up another chart, showing
the history of the world, from Eden to
Calvary, having for the rivers a depres-
sion in the line, and a great hollow for
the sojourn in Egypt. For the moun-
tains Sinal and Nebo, was an elevation

OUR FIRST GRADUATES.

well started, when we lost a number of
promising students. This left us with
about what you mow see in the photo.
By their earnest, honest, painstaking work,
every member who wrote, passed. The
benefits received from a course of study,
in the teacher training department give
to the graduate something deeper, higher,
greater than the diplomatic honors, or
the praise of men.

We started our work about the first of
October and continued it till May. We
took up every lesson of the 50, and dealt
with each as well as we knew how, We
did not always study by the text book
For instance we took the “Teacher” and
the “School” together, and left the *“Pupil”
to finish up with. Our plan of study was
about as follows: First, we took up the
text book, divided it up in some cases a
little differently to that of the book
itself, which we all agreed was very good
for such condensed matter,

Outside of this we got up a chart of

like & hill, all very easily drawn. This
formed a part of the blackboard work
80 often, that every one became well
acquainted with the rough uneven lines,
and could show where Mr, Moses first
stood in history, and where Mr. Joshua
first took hold of the reins of leadership,
and so with all the other characters.

Each membe: was supplied with a hylo-
plate blackboard, 13x20 inches, plenty of
good clean chalk, and an eraser. The
teacher had large blackboards on the
wall, and thus equipped, ten minutes would
be given to blackboard exercise. First,
two minutes for the map of Palestine,
then the journeys of Abraham, the Child-
ren of Israel, the travels of Paul, ete.
The writer has maintained, for a long
time that the only requisites for a knowl-
edge of blackboard work are a piece of
chalk, a blackboard and a fair amount
of “gotoitandkeepatitiveness.”

We had a chart on the Life of Christ,
divided Into firsts, seconds and thirds,
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meaning, of course, the events of the first,
second and third years of His ministry.
It also had a special section for the last
three months. In practice, whenever the
Christ, or His disciples were spoken of,
we would endeavor to piace such act or
event in one of these four parts, or per-
fods, and in this we found great help.
We were really studying two courses and
getting good practice on the blackboard,
because every member had a board at
every lesson. In practical teaching,
every Sunday now, we find that our teach-
ers ask for their little blackboards.

Our part of our T. T. Course to which
we pald considerable attention was that
of the mechanics of lesson preparation—
how to study the Bible, how to find ref-
erences quickly, how and when to use
the Lesson Help, (positively never in the
class) and how to prepare a lesson plan.

One of our class mottoes was Plan.
Plan. Plan. Never approach a class with-
out a plan. Have a real plan, not someone
else's plan, but your own; a plan from
which nothing can lead you. We held our
meetings from 7 to 8 o'clock each Wed-
nesday night, just before prayer meeting,
and from 2.45 to 4 o'clock each Sunday,
never permitting any interruption during
these sessions, that is, no teacher was
ever taken from the Teacher Training
Class to supply. We studied the entire
50 lessons. It was very strenuous work
but the only way that the work could be
done in so short a time, We do not think
that successful Teacher Training work
could be done here in the west during the
gummer months. Our plan for the sum-
mer, say June to September, Inclusive,
was to organize ourselves into a Stand-
ard supply class, study the lesson, one
week in advance and thereby be in readi-
ness, at any time, for a call from the
Superintendent.

However, this plan was more or less
defeated, owing to the great number of
regular teachers who were having their
holiays. So great was the demand for
help that it kept us busy to keep the
vacant classes supplied. However, we
think that an ideal plan, and under or-
dinary circumstances, could be worked
out very nicely.

The finding of a teacher for the
Teacher Training Class seems to be a
very great difficulty in many places.

The finding of the class is the great
thing. If those entering this work will
but give themselves up as did this class,
saying “this one thing I do” the teacher
has so little a part that almost anyone
could carry a class through to a success-
ful issue. And not only that but they
will so encourage, help and inspire the
teacher that the responsibility of class
success is removed from the teacher to
the class and carried beautifully by them.
So first, get the class made up of the
right kind, with their hearts in the rlxh’t_
place, and the other is an easy part,

The Home Department is an Integ-
ral Part of Every Well Organ-
ized Sunday School
Have You One in Your School ?

It says to those who through any good
reason cannot attend the regular sessions
of the school, “ If you cannot come to the
Sunday School we will bring the Sunday
School to you.” The modern Sunday
School makes provision for all members
of the community to study the weekly
lesson under the best conditions possible.
Your school cannot do its whole work
as it should be done without a Home De-

partment. Have one!

There are about 20,000 members in the
Home Department of our Sunday Schools
throughout the Methodist Church. We
want 20,000 more. How many can your
school give?

For fuller particulars and free descrip-
tive leaflet, write the general secretary.
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Sunday School Work in the West

q.lndles..Central and South -}
America

(NOTE—From the Annual
Rev. A. Lucas, Secretary of
tional Sunday-school /\qum
territory named abovi
give the following extracts,
show the magnificent scope
ation as a truly misslonary agency
Lucas is an honored minister of our \ |'
and P.EIL Conference.—Ed.)

Report
the
ation

Mr. Lucas reports in part: “This is
your newest field, having been entered by
the International Sunday School Associa-
tion In 1906, and making now its second
triennial report. In three years this has
been so extended as to take in Bocas del
Toro and British Honduras in Central
America, and has included the Danish
West Indies, found in that group known
as The Virgin Islands. Some one has
called this “The circuit of the Caribbean
Sea’ The divisions—islands or countries
—now visited by your secretary are 23
in number. These are mission fields
under the direction of missionary boards.
Some of these operations date back to
days before the emancipation of the slave.
In other parts the work of an open Bible
has been but for one decade. It is often
desired that in missionary meetings one
who has returned from the field shall tell
of thrilling incidents, rapid progress, a
‘nation born in a day.’ I have nothing
spectacular to report. There has been
faithful labor, with hundreds of little
incidents pointing the road of progress,
discerned by a close observer and fur
nishing proof that ‘labor is not in vain
in the Lord' In the smaller islands,
both of the Leeward and Windward
groups, many conditions make it im-
possible to organize as completely as we
do in the north. The people whose so-
cial position might indicate better educa-
tlon are seldom interested in Sunday
School work, even of their own church.
This makes it difficult to develop intel-
ligent workers to meet the needs of these
densely populated islands. These islands
are separated by wide areas of sea. Trade

REV. AQUILA LUCAS,
Who has done splendid ploneer 8. 8, work
in the West Indles and 8. America.

and travel do not furnish reliable transit
as frequently as trains on the mainland.
In each of the 23 divisions of the fleld
an organization, as good as the circum-

ances permit, has been formed. Insome
it i1s a small co-operating committee. In
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others it is a strong and active executive
Such local committees plan your secre
tary at such points as they think he can
best serve the needs of their field, and an
effort 18 made to have a central conven
tion and a conference with the committee

“There is time liere for mention of only
a few of the conditions of the work. First,

2587

yet the at
year ago,
province.

ern end of that great island,
tendance was larger than

when it w held in a centr
The sight of 235 registered delegates,
young people with their missionary
I chers and teachers travelling and
boarding at their own expense, mani-
festing a deep interest In all exercise
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w e complelien of e

lirst Slandard Gourse
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the Isthmian Association of
which operates along the line of the
Canal zone, holds regular conventions,
does some school visitation by its offi-
cers, has a few teacher-training classes,
home departments and cradle rolls, and
under circumstances more pecullar than
met anywhere else, 18 making the schools
feel its good influence. The work suffers
from the frequent return of its officers
to their homes In the United States. This
difficulty cannot be avoided, so we over-
come it in the best possible way

“In Puerto Rico at present we have not
an organization for the whole island. Meet-
ings for groups of congregations and
schools have been held widely and with
good result, according to pastors’ testi-
monies. District organization, however,
has been used for much good. 1 was pre-
sent at the Ponce District Convention in
April last. Throughout all its sessions it
would have done credit to our much
older work in the north. At nine in the
morning one hundred delegates with
earnest faces looked up to the platform.
Some of these had come many miles at
thelr own expense of travel and hotel
that they might learn how to be more
efficient in their Sunday Schools. A few
of them were beyond middle life, and had
come into the gospel light late, but the
majority were young and full of promise
for the future of the church. Addresses,
lessons, inquiries, showed the value they
set on the Bible, and their desire to have
the best kind of schools. The spiritual
atmosphere of that convention was one
which augured the best for real success.
These are Twentleth Century Sunday
Schools, for until about the close of last
century the Bible was not allowed to be
an open book in Puerto Rico. Two hun-
dred and sixty Sunday Schools, with a
membership of 15,000, speaks well for
God's blessing on falthful missionary
labor.

“Of Cuba you have heard more than of
some other parts of this great field. Inci-
dents of its many meetings cannot be
cited here. Its annual convention, held
in Santiago last November, was a splen-
dld indicator of Sunday School interest.
Although this city is at the extreme east-

Panama,

made impressions long remembered. The
apparent influence in the streets and
hotels was something not previously wit-
nessed in that city, which is not Chris-
tlan. The leaders were holdly outspoken
as to the influence of Bible teaching. One
speaker said ‘Among the blessings of our
Sunday Schools is seen the new efforts
of some Romanist priests to hold what
they call Sunday School, and although
their raffles for dolls and prizes as an
attraction to scholars is mistaken, yet it
shows one kind of influence of our work.’
It is this open Bible work which has
made some priests ashamed to attend the
cockfights allowed by Cuban laws. The
public taunt them, saying ‘The Protestants
will be after you' The public discern the
difference In the lives of those who go
to Sunday Schools and those who go to
Sabbath theatres and other places of
wicked amusement, There is at once a
great need and a great opportunity in
Cuba

“In mo part does the work afford a
more pleasing prospect than in Jamalca,
Because of the great earthquake, we were
long in completing a general organization,
and the work went on by districts; but
last December the first annual convention
of Jamaica was held. It was a season
of inspiration, and encouraged the officers.
Recently thelr excellent local secretary
wrote, ‘We are realizing better organiza-
tion and grading; that the earlier the child
is brought in touch with Sunday School
and with other church privileges through
the Sunday School, the better for all its
subsequent years; that the Sunday School
is the church’s department of Bible study
and that our young people can be retained
in its membership. We feel that teach-
ers must be equipped for their work, and
there is a steady effort in the direction of
better Bible study, the study of child
nature and the art of teaching' Thus
the work is one of lights and shadows,
but the light is that of a dawning day
in which the truth shall drive the sha-
dows away. And if as the day rises it is
more clearly seen that the field needs
more workers than when you first enteretl
upon fit, there will be a call to plan
for larger things'
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The President at Beeton, says her only
way of succ Is to “think, plan, work;
think, plan, work, all the time.' Have
You any other better way?

The Canifton League has been holding
prayer meetings to prepare the members
for personal work. Two week services
were fruitful of good results,

The New Road Epworth League recently
added thirteen new members to their
list. There are plenty of young people
to come in If you go out after them.
GO!

The Dundas Centre, London, League is
doing well. The President writes “Our
membership 18 increasing steadily and
young people are becoming more inter-
ested.”

The Trinity League of Calgary, receivea
fifteen new members at their first meet-
Ing last month, and have commenced the
Season with new officers. The outlook
is excellent

1 The League of Napanee West is doing

i things up right—a young people’s mission-

§ ary banquet being the latest move to
popularize the great missionary obliga-
tion of the church,

Trinity League, Berlin, is trying hard
to reach the young men through its
Citizenship department, and the members
are entering on the fall work heartily.
The President writes hopefully,

The President of Glenholm League
glves wise counsels when he says in brief
senten- 28: “Start on time. It means much
to suocess. Encourage new beginners.
Have all work on some committee.”

The Leagu at High Park Avenue
JToronto, are “pledged to raise funds to
pay for organ,” and will doubtless give
& good account of themselves, not only
financially but in various other WAaYSs.

The President of Park St., Chatham,
Epworth League eiphasizes four points,
“You must be personal, give the stranger
some little part to take—it makes him
feel useful,—do not let a single meeting
be a disappointment, touch peopte from
their standpoint rather than from your
own."

CARMAN EPWORTH LEAGU

Miss Erratt, Auburn, wisely remarks,
“Members, especially the younger ones,
must strengthen themselves for present
and future work by frequently taking
part in public prayer and active service.’

A President wrote recently, “Shall
anxiously look for the October Era,” for
suggestions regarding their seasons's
work. Good! There was something In it
for all to do, wasn't there? Did you do
it?

The Victoria West, B.C., League, BAYyS
that they “have found it good to keep
the League doors wide open in the sum-
mer months.” How do you interpret that
sentence? A Junior League is being or-
ganized there,

The Palsley Memorial League, Guelph,
had a “helpful and interesting” debate a
few weeks ago on the subject, “Resolved
that it would be to the advantage of Can-
ada to exclude all South-Eastern Euro-
peans.” The verdict was not reported to
us

B.C.

The Maple Grove League are exerting
themselves with commendable enterprise
In “installing & new organ in the church.”
Every League should be generous and
hearty in contributing to the efficiency of
the local congregation.

At Mount Albert League, Ontario, they
are arranging for a number of concerts
and lectures. That might be profitably
done by many so long as the programmes
are not wholly given by outsiders. De.
velop your gwn “talent.”

In Peterboro the Leagues are arranging
for occasional union meetings, the differ-
ent Leagues providing the programme
In turn. This is a workable plan in many
places and much good may accrue from
such inter-league visitation.

Here is a plan they use in Elora: “To
keep in touch with the work of our mis-
sionaries in home and foreign fields we
have now a missionary post-office open
every night of meeting. By paying five
cents a month anyone can get a letter
every week. These letters are taken from
The Missionary Bulletin, The Leaguers
do not take The Bulletin, but in this way
they keep in touch with our missionary
work.”
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The Lundy's Lane League have
been realizing good financial returns in
a contest between boys and girls to ac-
cumulate “a foot of pennies” using the
folders supplied by the W.M.8. They are
also starting a missionary post-office,

Zion Tabernacle League, Hamilton, has
a special enterprise on hand In “raising
money for a new Sunday School build
ing” Our young people generally do well
in assisting all such local improvements
Remember the plan, “Beginning at Jerusa-
lem,”

The Charlton Avenue, Hamilton, League
has increased its membership by eighty
during the past year, and is actively en-
gaged in a campaign for the reduction of
liquor licenses in the clty. Make your
League a live and active force in the tem-
perance reform,

A branch of the Pocket Testament
League has been formed among the St
Ola Leaguers and “most of the young
people are interested in it.” Another
has been formed among the boys of the
‘Morning Hour” in Bowmanville, by their
leader Mr. Haddy.

At Copetown the League is profiting
much from the Mission Study Class, and
the President wisely récommends the for-
mation of such a class everywhere. Any
League proposing such a course should
write Dr, Stephenson for detailed Infor
mation and instructions.

Our friend Meyer, of Campbellford, em-
phagizes what we have frequently called
attention to and must continue to do
again, “that the District Leagus Officers
visit all (or as many os possible) of the
e wues on their District." See our

srial pages this month,

Mhe Junior )worth League of the
Coqualeetza Indian Institute, whose pupils
are shown on our pages, is responsible
for the Sunday evening services there.
Miss Pittman writes: “We have been
greatly helped by using the Junior
League topics arranged for 1911.”

The Young Women's Guild, of Red
Deer, Alta,, is in a very flourishing con-
dition. Their motto is “For Others,”
and they busy themselves in sewing for

the poor and in ministering to their
needs in other useful ways. Here is a
suggestion surely for practical philan-
thropy.

An Ottawa (Eastern League) President
believes it good policy to “have some
special line of thought and stick to it; to
have a social half-hour after the regular
service about once a month; to make new
members welcome and to get them work-
Ing.” There Is sound and timely advice
in the plan.

It is evident that many Leagues would
do more thorough and systematic work if
they used the Secretary's Record Book,
issued by the Book Room. Only in some
such way can a permanent record of
work done be preserved, and such a
record will be very suggestive for ref-
erence in the days to come.

In Kossuth League they “have found it
beneficial to have a special review of the
Constitution, as many really are ignorant
of its contents.” In so writing, the Pre-
sident makes no reflection on his mem-
bers, but shows commendable enterprise
in removing an “ignorance” that must
otherwise prevail, much to the detriment
of the League Supply your members
with information either by ordering from
Dr. Briggs a good supply of Constitutions
or catechising them until they are quite
familiar with the League principles and
methods of work.
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President H. A. Moore, of Century Ep-
worth League, Medicine Hat, Alta.
strongly advocates regular business meet-
ings for officers, and attractive advertis-
ing of the League services. He also sug-
gests a very important principle in put-
ting “Christian fellowship first, a social
time second, not vice versa.”

Have you ever tried an ex-members’
meeting? Many who for good and suffic-
fent reasons are not now actually united
with the League, are in sympathy with it,
and would doubtless be glad to contrib-
ute “for auld lang syne" to a programme
made up of numbers in which the “old
boys” and “old girls” only participate.

At Horning's Mills the League has
found “plenty of literary work” profitable
Our young people should be encouraged
to read, restate, review, and their com-
parisons made together In the meetings
of the League ghould add to their intelli-
gent acquaintance with uplifting and en-
nobling books. Do plenty of good reading
this winter.

A President writes a request: “Do not
make the Topics for next year as hard
as this.” Have you found them “hard"?
Your honest judgment on “hard” vs.
‘“‘easy” topics for our young people will
be welcomed. If you write advising
“‘easy” ones, be sure to explain what you
mean by the word and why you advise
such subjects for study.

A good suggestion comes from the Pre-
sldent of Franklin League, Manitoba. Mr.
White says: “Let the older Christians be
the force behind the younger members,
gently suggesting many plans and leading
the young to work the plan. This is how
we are making our League go,” Mark
the order—older heads for counsel,
younger hands for work. Good!

W. H. Rumball, Victoria Harbor, Ont.,
makes the following three practical sug-
gestions for local leagues: (1) “Urge
wearing the E. L. badge, it advertises
and fortifies; (2) the use of circular let-
ters or better, hand written, monthly, to
the indifferent and non<church going;
(3) Divide the fleld into districts, with a
member of the Lookout Committee re-

sponsible for each, and have contest
among the committees.”” Try them.
A certaln President of a country

League says that their meeting is on
Sunday evening, and that they do not
have the help of their pastor. She rather
regrets this, but it should be a source of
satisfaction that if the pastor cannot help
the League by his presence, the League
materially helps the pastor by that Sun-
day evening service, Pastor and League
should always maintain a relation that
is mutually helpful.

The following statement of Mrs. D. A.
Jones, of Mt Pleasant League, Gordon
Lake, Algoma, is worthy of a place in
every leader's thought. With her words
the most experienced among us will sure-
ly agree: “Quiet, persistent, prayerful
work, with the personal interest always
in front, is in my opinion the best way
of keeping the interest of our young peo-
ple. Keep meetings lively with the re-
ligious element predominant.”

This reads well from Brooklyn, New-
port, N.8, League: “Our young people
take their turn In leading meeting, Al-
ways have a good attendance. Pastor
leads once a month. President takes con-
secration service, At that service a col-
lection s taken. We select readings from
Tue ErwortH ErA.” That last suggestion
is a good one, and many a programme
might be brightened 1f some of the varied
articles from our paper were read sup-
plementary to the regular toplc and in
addition thereto.
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The Nanaimo B.C. League, does splen-
did service by conducting a monthly Sun-
day morning meeting in the jail. Mr.
Manson, the second Vice-President has it
in charge and with a full complement of
ten members provide the service waich
the men much enjoy. Such work Is
fraught with good to all related to it,
and might be prosecuted in kind else
Wwhere.

It is quite a task that one President
sets when he advises “that our General
or Field Secretary visit every League
once a year." Read Par, 285 of your Con-
stitution, brother; see there what is ex-
pected of the General Secretary; bear in
mind that there are nearly 1,800 Young
People's Societies and close on 4,000 Sun-
day Schools, and then explain how in the
366 days of 1912 they are all to be per-
sonally visited. It will give you some
figuring.

A League President seems in a very
contented frame of mind about her
society and its work when she writes
concerning it: “We give quite well to
missions.” Surely! But if that's all you
do you have no reason to boast. And
such snug satisfaction is not a sign of
progress. Your League should do more
than it has ever done for missions; but
You cannot be a genuine Epworth League
it you confine your work to ralsing mis-
sionary money,

The Wesley Memorial League of Monc-
ton, N.B,, issues a neat topic folder of
elght convenient pages. The officlal topics
are for the most part followed with an
occasional special subject introduced. But
the list Is the only one coming to this
office beginning with July and running
for the full year. Would it not be better
to make all such lists so that they run
concurrently with the League year, com-
mencing with May? Uniformity in this
matter is very desirable.

A devoted worker well says regarding
membership increase: “Individual prayer
and effort on the part of a number, for
one person, will be sure to bring him
to the Soclety and thus increase our num-
bers and strength.” There Is a wealth
of suggestiveness in that sentence. Prayer
alone Is not sufficient; invitations glven
without prayer are perfunctory and for-
mal; but when persons are moved by
affectionate interest to both pray for and
individually invite others, there is no
question about increase,

Miss Browne, of Strathroy, makes a
suggestion which ought to grow in favor.
with our Leagues, “In addition to the
ordinary League services, which are often
very brief, have a study class, prefer-
ably the Teacher Training Class, which
would form part of League meeting and
work—not a separate meeting afterward.”
The Canadian First Standard Teacher
Training Course presents to our Leagues
a splendid opportunity for seit-tmprove-
ment and preparation for practical ser-
vice in the Sunday School. If you do not
know about it, send your name and ad-
dress to this office.

With so many complaining of how
“hard” it is to get persons to take the
weekly topics, it is refreshing to read this
from the President of Morganston
League, In a rural Ontario community:
“They all geta number of the members to
take part, thus all can be brought into
work, This plan has worked real wel
We have other subjects occasionally.”
The “they” in above extract refers to the
several Vice-Presidents, who each take a
meeting in turn during the month, the
President having charge of the fifth meet-
ing when it comes. Wide awake Vice-
Presidents can and do secure excellent
meetings from the use of the regular
weekly topics.
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A very sensible and eminently prac-
tical suggestion is made by a friend that
District Executives might easily carry
out. It is “to hold an occasional confer-
ence with the Presidents of the Leagues,
not altogether, but of some three or four.
Make it informal; arrange a meeting at
the home of one of the Presidents, and
talk over some practical work.” Thus in
sections the Leagues comprising the Dis-
trict may be visited by one In superior
office, and the local Presidents be stirred
to increased activity and diligence,

The Central League of Windsor, Ont.,
reports: “We find that our Bible Study
Class conducted by our pastor proves of
great benefit to the Leaguers.” We have
learned of several other places where
similar happy conditions exist. It is of
great profit to any League when the pas-
tor so arranges his work as to devote a
definite portion of it to the instruction of
his young people, and in all such cases
we most strongly commend the First
Standard Teacher Training Course, It
prepares for definite service and must
necessarily be of permanent profit to the
students themselves and others whom
they are thus better fitted to serve.

Of the Wellington St. Brantford, Ep-
worth League, the President writes: “It
has been our aim to bring the League
into closer touch with all departments
of Church work. We are planning to hold
an Epworth League ‘At Home' on the
last social evening of the present term,
at which we hope to entertain all the
different departments of the Church.
We have also tried to do away with the
spirit of commercialism in connection
with our social work,—that is, the rals
ing of money by charging admission fee,
We belleve the fee system to be an encum-
brance upon the Soclal department which
prevents them from being as useful as
they might be in soul-winning” Wise
words all!

The President who wrote me, “Many
officers do not know what their depart-
ments stand for, do not understand the
general purpose of Leagues and the dis-
tinctive work of each department,” was
correct, and to overcome such a state of
ignorance, which he justly says “Is killing
some departments of Leagues all right,”
the Constitution has been strongly recom-
mended for distribution and study in all
our Socleties. But if the sale of this
valuable pamphlet is any criterion of the
desire of our officers to Inform themselves
thoroughly, I fear many are quite will-
ing to remain ignorant. The Book Room
has done its part well, but neither the
Book Steward nor the General Secretary
can make the Leaguers and Sunday
School workers read the booklet. If those
who should know do not, we must dis-
avow any responsibility at this end of the
line.

A President whose League prepares
their own topics frankly writes: “The
regular Epworth League toples would be
far more suitable for the young people.”
The prescribed tople list is not compul-
sory. It represents the best plan that the
Committee of the General Board can out-
line for a year's study, and observation
and written report show that those
Leagues that most nearly follow out the
course, derive the most permanent profit
from the year's study. Of course some
think them “hard”; others want nothing
but Bible topics, etc,, ete, but the Editor
is deeply convinced that until the average
young Methodist Is prepared to do some-
thing for his own development and for
the community about him that is not at
first “easy,” he will not grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The League topics that are chosen
simply because they can be easily and
quickly prepared, are sure to be as easily
and quickly forgotten.
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A letter from a leader in the London
Conference regrets the tendency to formal
routine. He say« chat too often “societies
seem to be rip too much like an auto-
matic machine,” and expresses his convic-
tion, with which I heartily concur, that
more “individual thought and imagina-
tion are needed” that the members may
not come in for their parts mechanically
as in a machine, or professionally, “as
though in a p!

An extract well worth pondering is
this: “It seems to have become the idea
of the young people of our Epworth
League that we should have holidays
for a few weeks in the summer. We
have tried it for two years and it is not
a success,"—A difference of opinion about
closing up the League during the sum-
mer may prevail, but there {8 a growing
conviction that a League that has been
out of business for two or three months
finds it increasingly difficult to get to
work again in the Fall

Here is a very striking paragraph taken
from a minister's communication, I fear
it is too true, and the writer in question
has given us good ground for serious
thought regarding our young people. He
8ays of his community, which for obvious
reasons {8 not named here: “The young
people lack intelligent ambition. Self-
development through study is not con-
sidered a Christlan duty. The remedy is
nothing short of preaching on education
as a means to character. Many of our
nicest young people cannot read the topics
ont of the Era respectably, and don't
mind a bit.” The statement contained in
the last five words is the most serious
of all. Indifference must mean hopeless
medlocrity. Every League where such a
condition prevails as is set forth in this
extract should make a strong attempt to
awaken the ambition of the young people
for self-development, and afford them
some assistance in realizing it.

A good friend from Ottawa writes:
“Could you, or would it be wise to send
a copy of the October Era to all Presi-
dents who do not take it? I am sure they
would afterwards. Personally, I do not
know how I could get along without
mine. All who take It here think it splen-
did.” Tt is an anomaly that many League
officers from the President down are
not subscribers to the Era. A personal
and plain leaflet, “ Between Ourselves,”
was sent to every President last year; but
some paid no attention to it whatever,
and one even thought It Impertinent
Neither the Editor nor the Book Steward
can compel any officer to subscribe. All the
Editor can do is make each issue as sug-
gestive as his many other duties permit,
and the Book Steward does his best cer-
tainly in sending out a well-printed sheet,
We have tried to secure an Epworti Era
Agent in every League with partial sue-
cess. Certainly the officers who do not
know the Era month by month cannot
expect their work to be long in the front
line of efficiency. Let our friends all take
it up, and send in new subscriptions.

The President of Woodgreen League
Toronto, puts concisely and attractively
the aims of the League and elements in
its success thus:

E agerness for soul saving.

P lanning well ahead,

Working out the plans in committee.
O ptimistic hopefulness

R ousing singing

T imely appeals,

H ealthy programmes,

L oyalty to our Constitution,
B very member active,

A biding faith in our Soclety,
G enuine earnestness,

U nity of purpose.

E verlasting patience,

THE

Port Alberni, Vancouver Island,
and its Newly Organized
Sunday School
By Rev, J. W, Mimuer, B.A, B.D,

The eyes of the world are on the Cana-
dian West, and Alberni is the last of the
Great West. Port Alberni is the most
westerly terminus of the C. P. Rallway,
which has its wharves, depot, and track-
laying completed, and this is the red-
letter day in the history of this place.
The organizing of a Sunday School in
June last and the recent decision to build
a Methodist Church here are something
quite worthy of notice, especially in view
of the great future that is before this
locality. We now in October have an en
rolment of 47 scholars and a teaching
staff of four., The names on the Cradle
Roll are 17 in number; one of the most
recent names added is the minister's six-
weeks-old boy. Before long we hope to
have a suitable building erected on our
gplendid church and parsonage site, This

A GLORIOUS

DRIVEWAY

is only the beginning of a cause which
in a few years will take on immense pro-
portions.

When one visits the place he sees one
of the most beautiful districts of the
world. The scenic grandeur of the moun-
tains and the valley, of the lakes, the
rivers, and the harbor, wins the admira
tion of all visitors. Tourists also are
attracted here in great numbers because
of the abundance of game in the vicinity,
and because of the excellent roads for
motor cars.

Great as the tourist attractions are they
do not surpass the commerclal possibili-
tles of the district. The beautiful Alberni
Valley, drained by the Somass, Sproat,
Stamp, and Ash rivers, is a fertile extent
of land of 50,000 acres, able to support
10,000 people and be made a Garden of
Eden. Again, Port Alberni is the natural
milling centre for a timber area of
358,000 acres, including the finest stand-
ing timber in the province, and so ex-
tensive that six mills, with a joint capa-
city of a million feet a day, would require
forty years to cut the present standing
timber. The mills will have fresh water
for their logs and the best of seaports
for foreign trade. This industry means
the employment of thousands. The coal
fields and mineral deposits of various
kinds in this territory are such as to
Indicate that in the near future Alberni
ought to be a distributing centre for
supplies to a mining region equal to that
possessed by Nelson, in the Kootenay
country, As the headquarters of the deep-
sea fishery, halibut and cod, also of the
whaling and salmon industry, Port Al
berni is taking her place. The erection
of a $100,000 cold storage plant a few
miles down the canal is but a prophecy of
how extensive this will prove to be.
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As a seaport Port Alberni has few
rivals. She is the most western terminus
of the great C. P. R. transcontinental sys
tem; the Canadlan Northern is building
and will soon complete their line to Al
berni, and even the G. T. P. has a pro
posed line to Alberni. There is a good
deep-water harbor right off the open
Pacific, with an outlet not less than a
mile wide, free entirely from danger from
reef or fog. There is enough fresh water
at the water front to preserve all piles
from barnacles and remove same from
incoming ships. The mine on the town
site upon the water front, at sea level,
supplies coal of the best quality, As the
Western Canadian terminus of the All
Red Route, Port Alberni has the prefer-
ence with the promoters, as it means a
saving of 12 to 20 hours for mails, pas-
sengers and fast freight for Vancouver
and the east. Also it means avolding the
cost and danger of going around the
lower end of Vancouver Island. Both the
C. P. R. and C. N. R. are arranging a
ferry system across the Straits, and Port
Alberni will be the port for
Oriental, Alaskan, and West
Coast-going ships. The open-
ing of the Panama Canal will
put her in trade with Euro-
pean ports.

The townsite is a warm and
gentle slope, quite suitable
for drainage, and entirely
free from rock. China Creek
readily gives an abundant
supply of purest water, and
within six miles there is
water power for electric
generation to the amount of
50,000 horse-power. A mag-
nificent climate and beautiful
outlook of mountain scenery
in every direction complete a
list of unusual possibilities
for & great city, the future of
which will only be a matter
of the survival of the fittest.

The Sunday School and
Church had had its be-
ginning, as has the town. We have great
hopes as to what the future shall bring
forth.

Meeting of the General Executive

A meeting of the Kxccutive of the Gen-
eral Board of Sunday Schools and Young
People's Societies, was held in the gen-
eral offices, 35 Richmond St. W., Toronto,
at 2 pm,, on Wednesday, Oct. 11th, 1911,
with the following members present:
Rev. Dr. A. C. Crews, Dr. W. E. Willmott,
M. 8. Madole, Bay of Quinte Conference,
W. A. Davidson, Hamilton Conference,
the General Secretary and F. L. Farewell.
After prayer had been offered and the
minutes of the previous meeting had been
confirmed, the executive took up the con-
sideration of many important questions
pertaining to our general Sunday School
and Young People’s Soclety work. The
more interesting of these and the con-
clusions reached thereon are as follows:

1. The holding of a series of special in-
stitutes for the cities of the Central Con-
ferences, providing satisfactory arrange-
ments can be made as to time and place

2, The transference for two or three
months to the Central Conferences to as-
sist in City and other Institute work Rev.
J. K. Curtis, B.A., Field Secretary for the
Eastern Conferences and the employment
of Mrs. W. C. Matthews, of New Bruns-
wick, an elementary specialist in Sunday
School and Junior League work,

3. The addition of Rev. Prof. McLaugh-
lin to the Committee on the Advanced
Course in the Teacher Training Depart-
ment, and the adoption of “The Teacher
and his Bible" as one of the books of
that course,

4. The General Secretary was author-
ized to enter upon the preparation of the
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Epworth League Toplc card, and the
Rally Day programme for 191213,

6 Instructions were given the General
Secretary to forthwith communicate with
other denominational boards and the Pro-
vincial Associations ns may seem exped-
fent as to the advisability of co-operating
in Sunday School and Young People's
Summer School work

6. The visitation by the General Secre-
tary in 1912 of Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba annual conferences and It
deemed to be in the interests of the work,
the Maritime Conferences as well.

The reports of the General and Fleld
Secretaries indicate a growing iInterest
in the work, as a whole, and the General
Treasurer's report for 1911-12, showed the

best financial statement in the history
of the Board. e outlook for hoth de
partments of our work I8 very encour
aging

F. L F

Minute Secretary.

Living Questions on the
Sunday School Lessons

For Personal Study and Public Discussion
To be allotted i advance to membe:s of the class,

By REV. J. H. McARTHUR, S.T.D.

Nov, 19.—Text, Ezra 8:15-36

1. What is the value of fasting? What
should be the purpose and character of
a religious fast?

2. Would Ezra have sought help from
man rather than from God had he not
been ashamed to do so? To what source
do we usually apply for help?

3. What is the relation between
cautionary measures and faith in
Are they consistent with each other
inconsistent?

4, Should a sick man be ashamed to
seek aid from a physician because he
trusts in God? If not why should Ezra
be ashamed to seek aid from the king?

pre-
God?
or

5. Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem
under the protection of » ' .nd of soldlers
(Neh, 2 but kzca returned trusting

solely in the protection of God. Were
both right or not? Explain

6. While the Jews in this case were
allowed to return to their homes, in some

STAMP FALLS,

countries to-day they are driven fron
their homes, Why is this?

7. The value of the offerings of gold
and silver mentioned in verses 25-27 was
about $5,000,000, In view of this should
Canada think it a burden to make a

similar offering for missions?

Nov. 26.—Text, Nehemiah, 1
1. How far is it our duty to make in
quiries concerning the welfare of others?
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2. Why did Nehemiah take these things
80 much to heart when the k and
file of the Jews were careless (4)? What
about present day conditions in  the
church?

3. What is the relation between [ffs!ing
and prayer?

{. What are
of Nehemiah's
imitate?

6. What in the opinfon of
Nehemiah were the causes of
nt sad condition
Jews? Are the sanu
causes at work to-day?

6. Nehemiah acknowledges

characteristicg
we shonld

main
which

the
prayer

of

that their present condition
is a just punishment (8), On
what grounds therefore does

he plead for their restoration
(6, 7, 9)?

7. Nehemiah was
prophet, nor priest, nor
nor warrior; what then
he in relation to the Jews?
What place ecan we fill in re
lation to God's c¢hurch?

8. Do you remember

neither
king
was

others

definitely in your prayers?
Dec. 3.—~Text Neh, 4
1. What difficulties did the

Jews meet with in rebuilding
the walls?

2. In what spirit were they met
by what means were they overcome?

3. Which is the most critical time in
a protracted work, the beginning, or end,
or half-way through? Why?

4. Which is capable of doing the most
harm, the threats of the enemy, or the
disheartening words of friends?

5. “The people had a mind to work.
Is that more than half the battle? Can
it be shown to be a lack in our 8. 8. and
other church work?

6. Discuss Qualities of Leadership, Div

and

ision of Labor in Church Work, Pro
tection of Workers in Modern Indus
tries

7. What work can you do for God over
against your own house (Neh, 8)?

8. Are dificulties in the way of pro-
gress a hindrance or help in character
building?

Dee. 10.—Text, Neh. 6.
1. In the two previous lessons Nehe-
miah is presented to us as a man of
prayer, a man of action, and
a man of courage; in what

light is he presented to us In
this lesson?

2, What qualities are need-
ed to met frand, treachery
and trickery, rather than
force?

3. Does the conscion s
of being in the line of duty
give man courage

4. To what extent shoul
every man exalt his owr
work (3)?

5. Why docs Nehemiah
speak as he docs v
1?

6. Should men go to chu
to save their lives or 1 \
their lives for God? To pre
serve their respectability or
to obtain help tor Christia
service

7. Contrast the action «

Nehemiah (7) with the action of Pilate

(John 19
Dee. 17.—Text, Neh. 8

1 What was the immediate effect upon
the people of the reading of the law?
And why?

2 What was the effect upon future ages
of the adoption of the law at this time
by the citizens of Jerusalem?

3. What place does the Bible oceupy ‘n
our national life?
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4. Why do some people think the Bible
a dull book?
5. In becoming a

to give up fun

Christian
and pleasure

one

(10,

Or is

we

Is it a duty to
happiness something
have no control?

7. What is the
and (10)

be happy?
over  which
between

relation Joy

service

CAMERON LAKE, ALBERNI 1t
Dee, 24— Text, Mal. 3:1—4:8
1. What is the meaning of “Return
unto me" (7)?
2. In what different ways may a man
rob God (8)?
3. How can the robbing of God be fol

lowed with curses (9)?

If we bring to God our proportion

ate offerings what kind of blessings shall

we recelve (10)? Material, spiritual, or
both?

o What are the conditions of

piness spoken of in verse 127

the hap
Likewise

what are the conditions of unhappiness
or misery?

U. Are the ungodly just as well off as
the godly (14, 15)? What profit is there
In serving God?

7. What is the value of Christian fel
lowship (16)?

8. What conditions are nec ssary to

make real fellowship possible Among any
s of people?

Dy a1 REVIEW Nixteen Lessons.

X1. Of what vajue is plain living as a
means of securing good health, good looks,
physical endurance, and mental vision?

XIL Which is the most
In the Kingdom of God, a dead mun who
lost his life through maintaining the
truth, or a living man who saved his life
by denying the truth?

11
Christian

valuable

it possible to be a secret

L 1o
keeper?

IIL and IV. What did the temple stand
for in the mind of the patriotic and re
ligious Jew who returned from the
exile?

V. What effect did the restoration of
the Jews have upon their religious life?

what extent am 1 my brother's

VI, What s the cause of the modern
prejudice against the Jews?
VIL How this lesson illustrate

the proverb, le goeth before a fall?”

Vil What proof did the Jews have

at the hand of God was upon them in
?

their journey? What proof have we?
IX. X, XI. From the life and work

of hemiah describe some of the chief

characteristics of a patriot Hlustrate

from the lives of other patriots
XII. Do we make as much of God's
word to-day as Ezra and his people did?
XIII: 18 systematic giving a necessary
or optional part of Christian service?
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GOLDTHORPE GREEN

BY LOTTIE

HE Nonconformists of Goldthorpe

Green had met with a heavy dis-

appointment, The building they
and their forefathers had used for wi
ghip so many years was falling into de-
cay. Moreover, it was a mile and a half
away from the village. They felt they
had cause for rejoicing when the old
squire of Goldthorpe Hall made them the
promise of a plot of ground on which to
erect a new one, The plot was close to
the Green itself. So eager were they to
begin the work of building that they had
aiready begun to despoil the old chapel
when Deacon Prosser returned from Lon-
don. He had been absent a month, and
had only heard of the squire's offer by
means of a somewhat fnexplicit letter
from his sister.

“Let's have a look at the title-deeds of
the new ground,” he said at the church
meeting the evening after his return.
They had to confess they were not yet in
possession of them.

They were a little frightened when
they saw his expression of dismay.

“Then I should say you'd better not
deposit any more stuff on the land till you
can prove your right to it,” he said
grimly. “And I'd advise you to stop pull-
ing the old place about your ears. You

« may have to put up with it for some time

to come.”

They left the vestry and adjourned to
the chapel to have a look round. Some
of the pews at the back, which were not
used by seat‘holders, were already taken
down.

The brethren looked at each other
sheepishly. Deacon Prosser was apt to be
a bit overbearing at times, but they ac-
knowledged he was generally right in the
main. He was a keener business man
than any of them—had knocked about the
world a bit. He went up to town to see
his married son twice or three times a
year, and had been across to France.

They had a great respect for his
opinion, although they were too proud to
own it, and fancied they were successful
In disguising the fact from him. 1i was
pure fancy, however. He saw through
their pretences. He was inclined to think
the church would be in a very bad way
if it wasn't for his support. He was a
retired cornchandler, and, although not
actually mean, was in a position to be
more liberal if he were so minded,

“The only thing to be done now is to
write to Mr. Goldthorpe himself,” he said.
“I'll do it to-morrow morning too.”

“He's abroad, aln't he" piped Mr.
Timbs, the builder. “Wouldn't it be as
well for one of us to go over to Moperly
and see Lawyer Clayton—his man a' busi-
ness?”

“It might be as well, certainly, if so be
as you don't object to a bill as long as
my arm afterwards,” replied Mr. Prosser.

After a little further deliberation it was
decided unanimously that Mr. Goldthorpe
should be approached by letter through
the medium of Deacon Prosser,

But the following morning news
reached Goldthorpe that the old squire had
died suddenly at Madeira, and the estate
would pass into the hands of a «distant
cousin,

H. STRIPP.

“I know the man by hearsay,” sald My
Prosser—*“in fact, the old gentleman hiy-
self told me what a grief it were to him
that the nex'-a“kin was a hathelst,”

With branches of honeysuckle and vy
in her arms, Priscilla Lorrimer camo
down the tree-shadowed lane lenaing
from Goldthorpe Green to the old chapel
which stood at the corner where the lane
met the highroad.

Even the mellow glory of the goft Bop
tember sunshine could not vell its ugll-
ness. It was a square, grey bullding,
with a slate-roofed porch, and three long
narrow windows on either gide, Hut
Priscilla meant to try and beautity It
inside, at all events—ready for the meet:
ing which was to be held In it that eve
ing. Tea was to be provided In the
schoolroom behind,

Mrs. Lorrimer was a woman who al-
ways looked on the bright side of things
and tried to make the best of them. Her
husband was the pastor of Goldthorpe
Green Congregational Church, He had had
charge of it for three years, Bix months
ago he had brought his bride to the protty
little cottage which served for a manse
She had not been recelved with favor,
but had fought bravely against the ad-
verse criticisms of her husband's flock
most of them, that is, for there were
few who appreciated and loved her, The
disapproving members called her bright
ness “flippancy,” and her unfalling good-
humor “shallowness.”

“I'm afraid she ain't got no depth of
feeling, and is too fond of her clothes,”
Mrs. Timbs would remark, with a gh
of her rusty black-bonneted head, n
my young days a minister's wife 'ud ha'
been ashamed to ha' been geen flylng
about with an ‘at; it's onbecoming—n
bonnet's the right thing fur 'er to wear.”

Miss Prosser, who had kept her
brother's house ever since the death of
his wife, could only answer, “that no one
pitied the minister more than hergelf,”

The pity was wasted, however, for Mr,
Lorrimer thought his little Prigeilla the
best helpmeet a man could possibly have.
His “sunbeam” he called her,

She had started out early this morn-
ing, for she wanted to get her decorations
finished before the more practical busi-
ness of the day commenced,

Against the stile she would have to
Cross a man was leaning. A black-and.
White bull terrier sitting by his wide
sprang to meet her with a friendly bark.

“Come here, Bob! Don't be rude!"
called the man. He was middleaged, of
medium height, and strongly bullt. Hiy
features were large and rugged, his small
grey eyes were shrewdly humorous In ex-
pression,

He lifted his cap, and held out his hand
to help her over the stile. She accepted
the offer with a pleasant smile,

“I am a stranger in these parts,” he
sald. “I have some thought of waylng
here for a few months. Can you tell me
why they allow that blot on the land
scape?’ He pointed in the direction of
the chapel.

“It is ugly, isn't it? We had hoped to
have built @ new one —or started to hufld

ERA.
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one, 1 should say—by this time, but the
haven't the means to buy the land. W,
are having a tea-meeting to-day, and ther
will be some speeches in the evening
We hope to collect enough money to re
pair the old place.”

“Ah, 1 suppose the new squire wouldn't
holp you? I heard two rustics talking
about him just now. According to them,
he must be the incarnation of evil.”

“People say he is an atheist, but then
reports are generally exaggerated. It ig
tr that he refused to let us have a
plece of Junud that the old squire had pro
miwed s a site for the new chapel. He
died ~the old gentleman, I mean—before
he had signed the deed. It was a pity!"

“And this other fellow—the successor

won't carry out the late squire's
wishes?

“No."

8he was going on when he stopped her

“You say ‘we' and ‘our.” You are in-
terested In the affair, then—the chapel?”

“Very much, I am the minister's wife,
whe replied, with another smile,

“And 1 suppose you'd like to see this
cantankerous fellow suffer for his sins,
wouldn’t you?"

“Oh, no: 1 am sorry for him. Of
course, he knows why he has refused the
land; he may have good reasons. We
mustn't judge him. But he is losing a lot
of pleasure,”

“What pleagure could it afford him to
glve these people what they ask for?”

“'It Is more blessed to give than to
recelve,” and one gets such a lot of happi
ness oneself in making others happy.”

“But If he isn’t a Christian, why shoula
he glve to a cause he doesn't believe in?

"Ah, that's why 1 am so sorry for him,
because he doesn’t believe, or fancies he
doesn't; for, of course, no sane man can
doubt there is a God. Someone says,
“fhe heart lives by the faith the lips
deny,' and it is not always the things
that can be proved of which we can be
most sure.”

“You don’t condemn him, then, like the
men I overheard just now?”

“Condemn. No. How can I tell what
flerce battles he may have had with his
doubts, and what desires—which are
really prayers—may go up from his soul
to God to reveal Himself.”

“Ah, 1 never thought of that.
say, who knows?"

“It may be he has seen so much that is
not of God, so much narrowness and strife
among Christians. As Tennyson says,
“Phere dwells more faith in honest doubt
than all the creeds’ Faith should be in
the Lord Jesus Christ, not in creeds, nor
In any of his poor, stumbling followers."

“l see. Yes."

“We do misrepresent Him so,” she said,
“I don't wonder that people outside fail
to find Him. My husband says we are
constantly making mistakes, and then
blaming——. But excuse me, I did not
mean to talk so much,”

“Your husband thinks as you do, then—
that creeds and God are not the same?”

“Oh, yes, Won't you come to the tea-
meeting this afternoon? My husband
would be pleased to meet you.”

“I'll think it over. To tell you the
fruth, I've. never beca to one. I should
feol out of my element.t’

8he looked disappointed,

“Very likely I'll be there,” he sald the
noxt moment,

He watched her turn into the ugly
#quare bullding.

“Come on, Bob!" he called to his dog.
“I've a great mind to go, after all. |
shall have some experiences to relate at
the Carlton when I go back to town. But
that little woman's a good sort, anyhow.’

As you

The stranger in the tweed suit stood in
the wohoolroom doorway looking round
him with an air of timidity which sat i1l
on his strong features,




November, 191123 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 263

Mrs. Lorrimer caught sight of him, and
conducted him over to her table, and
introduced him to her husband with the
words, “The gentleman whom I met this
morning, Andrew.”

The two soon fell into easy conversa-
tion. The new-comer was surprised at
the depth of character and grasp of mind
displayed by the minister.

“Why, in the name of goodness, do you
bury yourself and your wife in this out-
of-the-way corner of the earth?” he asked
later,

“It Is God's corner, you see; and as He
called me here, I must do His work,” said
the young minister reverently. *“ When
He chooses He will call me into a larger
sphere; meanwhile, I am content.”

The other man shrugged his shoulders.

“Fancy walking all this distance twice
on a wet Sunday to preach to a lot of
country yokels!”

“Ah, now that I8 a bit of a drawback—
the long walk—but it is no harder for me
than for many of the members of my con-
gregation. It is worse for my wife—she
is not very strong.”

“Do you mean that she comes all
weathers?”

“Yes; she plays the organ.”

The business of the meeting began.
There were speeches from brethren who
came from some of the outlying farms, as
well as from Deacon Prosser and other
members of the church. The stranger
listened attentively. Reference was made
to the disappointment they had experi-
enced with regard to the gift of land.

“It's a practical lesson not to go
reckoning out chickens before they're
‘atched,” sald Deacon Prossor in conclu-
sion. “And it behooves each one of us to
make the best of the old place a bit
longer.”

The speeches over, the minister
thanked everyone for their kind help,
and, with a few words of prayer and the
singing of the Doxology, the meeting
c.osed

“I should be glad to hear you had got
that piece of land,” sald the stranger as
he shook the minister’s hand at parting,

“It 1s kind of you to wish it, sir, but
of course we Imve given up ail hope of
uu:h a thing now."

“He may change his mind, this Squire
Goldthorpe. Why, look at me? If any
man had told me I should ever make one
at a tea-meeting, I should have sald he
was—well, next door to a lunatic, and
now I have to thank you for a new and
agreeable experience, Mrs. Lorrimer; and
I can’t tell you how glad I am that a
fortunate chance threw me across your
path this morning.”

It was more than “a fortunate chance”
thought the Lorrimers a week later, when
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