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Printed for the use of the Foreign ßffice. April 1877.

CONFIDENTIAL.

Evidence collected by Mr. James Oliphant Fraser in Fortune

and Placentia Bays, Newfoundland, in connection with the

Wasbington Treaty.

PLTIP HUBERT, aged 46 years, Sub-Collector of Her Majesty's Customs,
residing at Harbour Briton, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith :- -

" I have become acquainted with the Newfoundland fisheries by a residence in
the country for twenty-three years, and an immediate connection with the fisheries of
Newfoundland during all that time.

"I have observed «United States fishing vessels in this neigbbourhood. Iast
December the following vessels entered at the Customs to enable them to sell part
cargo; they being engaged on a vcyage for the purchase of frozen berrings in Fortune
Bay, viz.

Name of VesseL Burthen. Captain.

Tons.
J. R. Lane .. .. 72 S. Jacobs .. .. Goucester.
General Grant .. 86 Jas. Bowel .. Ditto.
Landseer .. .. 99 P. Malady.. Ditto.
Mary M. .. 101 M. B. Murray .. Ditto.
Crown Point .. 103 W. H. Burne .. Newbury Port.

"I believe there have been fully 150 United States fishing vessels in this bay
during the past summer.

" In the fal of 1874 and beginning of 1875, I fmid that twelve United States
vessels entered at this port, being engaged on a voyage for the purebase of frozen
herrings.

" The United States vessels referred to by me as in this bay the present season,
came to purchase bait; not one of these vessels entered at the Customs at larbour
Briton, I am strongly of opinion that two-thirds of these vessels have not entered at any
Customs office, nor paid light dues. These vessels came into this bay to purchase bait.
One vessel had a seine intending to haul bait, but found it less trouble to purchase.

" United States fishing vessels have fished about Pass Island, and formerly made

good catches there. Captain Jacobs, of schooner" ," is said to have been
offered 9,000 dollars for his load.

"American flshing vessels fishing off and, about Pass Island, fished for halibut
and cod-fish, but chiefly for halibut. My estimate of the value of their catch is at
least equal to 10,000 dollars per anmi, and such fishery was conducted exclusively
within three miles of our shores. Newfoundland fishermen .catch their "voyage"
within three miles of our shores, generally about one or two miles from the shore.

" The Newfoundland fisheries are peculiarly inshore fisheries. Caplin, herring,
and squid used for bait, are always taken inshore, generally in the coves and harbours
along our coast.

"I- never heard tell of a Newfoundland fishing vessel that prosecuted the fisbery
on the coasts of the United States of America. American fishermen have sold small
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cod-fisl in this bay; some vessels sold 100 quintals, the price ranging from seven to
ten shillings per cwt. green.

From thirty to forty American vessels frequent Fortune Bay in winter for the
purchase of frozen herrings-they always purchase. The average quantity of frozen
herrings taken by each vessel is from 500 to 800 barrels.

"American fishermen do not now fish for halibut about Pass Island as they
formerly did, because, I believe, that fishery has been exhausted by the Americans.
I know of no United States fishing vessels fishing within three miles of the shore
except at and about Pass Island, as already stated.

" American fishing vessels do avail of the privilege of re-fitting their vessels in
this bay when they come from the banks. I have not heard of American fishing
vessels transshipping cargo in a Newfoundland port.

"The supply of bait to United States fishermen has decreased the supply of bait
to our local fishermen. There is not the least doubt but that the presence of so large
a number of American vessels fishing on the banks of our coasts, well supplied with
fresh bait, largely interferes with and reduces the catch of our local fishermen, and
I am of opinion that the scarcity of fish along our south-west coast this summer has
been mainly caused by the United States fishing vessels fishing on the outer banks.
The quantity of bait annually sent to St. Pierre from Fortune Bay I estimate as
follows:-

" About 30,000 barrels herrings, and about 10,000 hogsheads caplin.
" The quantity of squids supplied the French I cannot state.
" The value would be about 16,0001. annually for bait supplied the French.
" Theré are five or six ice houses in this neighbourhood where ice is stored for

sale to the Americans to preserve fresh bait.
" American fishing vessels eacli make two or three trips to the banks, and take

eàch trip from forty to sixty barrels fresh lierrings per vessel, for which they pay from
50 to 100 cents per barrel.

"These American fishing vessels take each from three to five tons of ice per trip
for preservation of their bait, for which they pay 33 dollars per ton.

(Signed) "JePHILIP HUBERT, Sub-Collector."

Sworn before me at Harbour Briton, Newfoundland, this 14th day of November,
1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

Henry T. iHollman, aged 40 years, residing at Harbour Briton, Manager of the
trading business there carried on under the name of " New%'man & Co." :-

" I have had twenty-four years' experience of the fisheries of Newfoundland. I
have observed several American fishing vessels in this harbour every summer, and
know of a large number (over fifty) that frequent Fortune Bay for herring bait; each
vessel coming to the land once a fortnight for fresh bait, which they purchase
principally from seine owners; the captain and crew of American vessels with the
aid of the owner of the seine do all the work of shooting and emptying such seines.

" I have known American vessels fishing about three or four miles off Pass
Island, particularly about May, when they fished for halibut, catching a quantity of
cod-fish also, all on bultows. The quautity and value, as nearly as I could learn, I
have furnished to Mr. Hayward of Her Majesty's Customs, St. John's.

" United States vessels do not now fish within three miles of our shores, as they
find fish more plentiful further off, where on the banks, with fresh bait, they make
good catches. Newfoundland fishermen catch fish from inshore to five miles off,
exceptionally they go to seven and nine miles off. Newfoundland fishery is an
inshore fishery. Caplin and herrings- used for bait are inshore fisheries, squids are
sometimes taken further off. I never heard of caplin or herrings being taken outside
three miles of our shores.

" I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting a fishing voyage on any
of the coasts of the United States of America. Some thirty or forty American vessels
frequent Fortune Bay in winter for the purchase of fresh herrings, which they freeze
before shipping. In some instances American vessels ship salted herrings. Trozen
cargoes consist of from 600 to 800 barrels per vessel, and salt from 1,200 to 2,000
barrels. I do not know of Americans fishing for turbot in these waters. American
vessels purchase ice in the neighbourhood for the preservation of fresh bait, for which
payment is made in small cod-fish, and in cash.



" I only know of American vessels having transhipped cargoes in this bay fron
one American vessel to another. I think the supply of fresh herrings in sumner to
United States fishermen lessens the supply to our local fishermen; this is particularly
the case when large quantities are ' barred 'in seines, which prevents herrings' playing
about the adjacent coves and harbours, as they otherwise would do. I an of opinion
that the presence of the large numbers of United States fishing vessels on the banks
off our coasts using fresh bait bas the effect of reducing the catch by our local fisher-
men, and is acting ruinously upon our cod fishery. I am also of opinion that the
scarcity of cod fish this year along our south-west coasts bas been caused by the
Americans fishing on the outer banks as aforesaid.

" By a careful comparison of the yield per man previous to and since 1874, 1 find
by reference to the books of the firm, under my management that, whereas before 1874
the catch per man was equal to an average of seventy-nine quintals per man, since
1874 it bas decreased to au average of thirty-four quintals per man.

" The difference is equal to 45 quintals, or 225 dollars for each fisherman in the
bay, there being about 1,500 fishermen in the district of Fortune Bay.

" The estimate of fresh herrings sold to the French at St. Pierre in April each
year amounts to 50,000 barrels, the price paid from 1 to 16 francs, an average of
about 10 francs 'per barrel would be fair. In some years twice the quantity of
hérrings sold are destroyed, being thrown away as useless.

(Signed) "HENRY T. HOLMAN."

Sworn before me at Harbour Briton this 15th day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASEE, Commissioner of Afldavits.

Henry Camp, aged 57 years, Sub-Collector Her Majesty's Customs, residing at
Push Through Hermitage Bay, Newfoundland, -maketh oath and saith, that:-

" I have in various ways been connected with the fisheries of Newfoundland for
forty years.

"I have observed American fishing vessels fishing off both east and west of Pass
Island. p, caninot name the vessels, nor state the number, nor particulars of tonnage.
I know they come there to fish. I know also that the United States fishing vessels
come to Great Jéovis to purchase bait. I never knew any to catch bait lor them-
selves, because they can purchase cheaper.

" The description of fish taken by United States fishing vessels in this locality is
confined to halibut and cod-fish.

" I have only seen United States fishing vessels fishing witbin the ' three miles'
limits off Pass Island.

" Newfoundland fishermen catch fish (cod) from thirty yards to three miles from
the shore. The Newfoundland fishery is, generally, an imshore fishery. Herring,
caplin, are always inshore fisheries; squids, invariably inshore, but occasionally taken
on St. Peter's Bank. As regards the fishery of Newfoundland, squids are always
taken inshore.

" I never knew of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting the fishery on any of the
coasts of the United States of America.

" I have heard that the United States fishermen sold small cod-fish to the
Messrs, Burke, of St. Jacques, but as to quantity, I cannot give particulars.

"From forty to sixty-averaging fifty--United States vessels frequent Fortune
Bay for the purchase of frozen and salted herrings-principally frozen. They have
not caught herrings, but purchase.

" United States fishermen have not within the last three years fished for halibut
or other fish on this section of the coast; they having previously swept that ground.
American fishermen have not fished for turbot in this neighbourhood.

"I do not know of any United States vessels here about transhipping cargo.
"I am of opinion that the system of seining herrings has the effect of making it

more difficult to catch in nets.
"I am of the opinion that the constant supply of fresh bait to United States

fishing vessels tends to reduce the local catch of cod-fish materially.
" I also.think that the scarcity of fish this summer on our south-west coasts bas

been caused by. the Americans fishing on the outer banks. Americans do greater
harrm than the French in this way; the former alway,s using fresh bait, whereas the
latter fish with salt bait. Americans, too, fish much nearer our shores than do the
French.
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"The quantity of bait annually sent to St. Peter's from this immediate locality
would be about 5,000 barrels of herrings.

"I consider the value of the bait supplied to the French to be about 100,000
u >llars per annum.

(Signed) "BZENitRY CAMIP, Sub-Collector."

Sworn before me at Great Jeovis the 1lth of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Conmissioner of ffldavits.

George T. R. Snellgrove, aged 52 years, Sub-Collector residing at St. Jacques in
Fortune Bay, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith:-

" That the Statement attahed, marked A, contains the names of A merican
vessels ]oaded in 1876 with frozen herrings and salted herrings at Fortune Bay,
Newfoundland, as far as I am personally aware of.

" That the Statement marked B contains the names of American fishing vessels
visited by me in 1876, and known by me to have called at this neighbourhood for the
purpose of procuring bait.

"I am aware that a large number of American schooners, in addition to those
named by me, have called at various parts of this bay during the past year for bait.
I think quite as many as I have named. Bait was purchased by these American
fisherman from Newfoundland fishermen.

"I have to complain that American vessels frequenting these parts, studiously try
to evade payment of light dues during the fishing season, comparatively few of them
having paid, I being without means to enforce payment.

(Signed) " GEO. T. R. SNETITROVE, Sub-Collector."

Sworn before me at St. Jacques, Newfoundland, this 6th day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Afldavits.

(A.)

STATEMENT of American vessels, as far as ascertained, loaded with frozen and salted
herrings, in Fortune Bay, between Boxy and Long Harbour, 1876:--

Name of Vessel.

Bunker Hill
Cornelius Stokes
Sattorgan
S. R. Lane..
Ontario
Martha C.
Rattier
Bellerophon
Maracavbo
H. N. Rogers
J. P. Whitman
A. K. Dawson
W. E. McDonald
Hereward ..
Lura Nelson
J. H. S.wyer
General Fiars
Chas. C. Varren
General Grant
Colonel Aysworth
Concord
Landseer
Edw. . Webster
Moro Castie..
Fred P. Fry
Mary E. Chisholm
Chai'. P. Thompson
Wild Fire
Boanza
Seth Stockbridge

Name of Master. From Whe-e.

I. ______________________________ - I -

J. M. Dowell
Curvey
Gabtill
Jacobs
Joseph Bowie
Mlartin..
McPherson
H. M. Donald
Nicholson
Warren
J. McDonald
Cunningham
Wm. McDonald
Pennington
Williams
Orchard
R. McDonald
Peter Smith
Jas. Bowie
Penticost
Deygo
Malady
Nato
Nos
Sidney Smith
Chisholm.
Ryan
Pearce
Smith
Smith

Gloucester
Saler ..
Glourester
Ditto
Ditto..
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto..
Boston..
Gloucester
Ditto..
Ditto..
Ditto
Ditto..
Ditto..
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto..
Ditto..
Salem..
Gloucester
Ditto..
Ditto
Ditto..
Ditto..
Ditto..
Ditto..
Ditto
Ditto..
Ditto..

Frozcn Salted
Herring8. Herrings.

Barrels. Barrels.
1,200

900
500

450
600
550
600
600
200 900
500
675
700
550
450
450
400
450
400
500

700
Failed to get load.

. 1,000
Failed to get load.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

1,830
. 950



Name of Vessel.

Reporter ..
Eben E. Parsons
Viking ..
Moses Adams
Flash
Bell Bartiett
Crown Point
Mary M.
Bunker Hill
Cornelius Stoekim
Hattie A. White

Name of Master.

Doyle
Stapleton
Adamson
McGuire
Hutchins .
Byrne
Murray
McDonald..
Kirby
Batello

Gloucester
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Boston..

Doro S. Pringle, minor, master, hails from Boston; the skipper belongs to
Gloucester; his name, JI. A. Babstow; cleared, and sailed for Gottenberg, in Sweden,
with 4,000 barrels of picided herrings.

(Signed) "GEO. T. R. SNELLGROVE, Sub-Collector."

Sworn before me at St. Jacques, Fortune Bay, Newfoundland, this 6th day of
November, A.D. 1876,

(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

.(B.)
STATEMENT, giving partieulars, as far as ascertained, of American fishing vessels and

their cargoes visited by me in Fortune Bay, 1876:-

Da Names of Vssels. Names of Owners. Names of Masters. Tonnage. From where.

wm. T. Smith
J. P. Whitman
Moro Castle .
Grace C. Hadley
Traquabizanda
Ed. E, Vebster
Grace L. Fears
Elisha Crowell
W. E. McDonald
Proctor, Brothers
Bellerophon.
Ocean Bell
Mary Carlyle
J. P. Whitman
Grace C. Hadley
Josephine ..
Ed. E. Webster
Viking
N. IL Phillips
J. H. Roberts
E. C. Parons.
·Martha C. ..
Elisha. Crowell
Chs. P. Thompson
Laura Nelson.
Moses Adams
Frank Williams
Lizzie B. Knight
Herman Babeton
Bunker il ..
W. E. McDonald
Reporter ..
Webster Saunders
Dan. Webster

~. w~J. P. Whitman
W. I. PhiUips
Frank A. Withams
Lizzie B. Knight
Henry S. Philips
Triton .
Baracortaeau

Dan. Sayard..
Ditto..
Ditto ..
Chs. Patting and Co..
Jos. Winsor

W. McDonald,

I3abston and Co.

W. McDonald

W. M&cDoaald

Chs. Keen
McDonald
Nano ..
Ed. Hart
Wm. Mortley

McDonald
W. Wells
W. McDonald
Ed. Trevoy
Gardiner
Thomson
Greenleaf.
McDonald
Hart ..
Wilson
Noto ..
Stapleton
McDonald
Connelly
Daglo
Martin.

Hall..
J. Anderson
Lyons

Lawson
McDonald
W. McDonald
Kelly

Wilkinson

McDonald

82
94
89
67
68
99
88
67
98
77
85
67
66
94
67
50
99
73
66
73
91
79
67
73
89

100
66
68

100
100
98
83
75
60

94
66
66
68
64
71
68

Gloucester.

,,

lei,

,,

,,
I

'a
il

$y

,,

I

1,

i,

,,
,,

t,

,,

,,

Marble Head.
Glouceter.

,,

Bocksport,

*Gloucester.

'

àarble Head.
Gloucester.

,,

* ,,

April

1,

May
,,F
,,l
,,F

,, 20
,, 25

,, 29

June 1

,, 5
,, 8

,, 9

,, 10

:21
24
26

,, 27
28

Frozen Salted
HUerrings. Herrings.

Barrels. Barrels.
Failed to get load.

Ditto.
Ditto.

320 | ..
Failed to get load.

. 1 750
Failed to get load.

Ditto.
.. I1,000

. 1,400
1,500

..



Date. Names of Vessels. Names of Owners. Names of Masters. Tonnage. From where.

Isaac Portet .. .. .. .. 72 G loucester.
Ad. K. Daymond .. .. .. 94
Jno. T. Presson . .. .. 92
Sterling .. .. .. 62
Peter D. Smith .. .. Taylor. .. .. 69

June 29 Magic . .. .. .. McLaren .. .. 67

(Signed) "GEO. T. R. SNIELLGROVE, Sub-Collector."

Sworn before me at St. Jacques, Fortune Bay, Newfoundland, this 6th day of
November, 1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Afidavits.

George Simms, aged 49 years, Stipendiary Magistrate and Preventive Oicer,
residing at Grand Bank, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith that:-

" I have had thirty years' experience of the fisheries of Newfoundland, having,
at 19 years of age, carried on the fishery, and subsequently being, with scarcely any inter-
mission, connected therewith, I have observed great numbers of United States fishing
vessels in the neighbourhood, especially during the past season. The number would be
from 200 to 300 at different times frequenting Fortune Bay, for the supply of fresh
bait for the cod fishery, chiefly on the Grand Banks of Newfoundland. I can only
enumerate a few of such vessels, as they keep away from. Customs' officers to evade the
local laws of this country, particularly those referring to light dues, which all
Newfoundland vesses have to pay. The six United States vessels that paid light dues
at my office the past two years, are the following:-

Nanes of Vessels. Tonnage. Names of Masters. From where.

Ed. Driver .. 77 Frank Wheeler .. .. Gloucester.
Lizzie B. Knight .. .. 67 Mo-rissey
Howari .. .. .. 74 Collins ..

Frank Williamq .. .. 66 Lyons ..

Proctor Brothers .. .. 77 Ed. Trevoy
EIlsha Crowell . .. 67 Wills ... .. ,

"These vessels purchased fresh bait f rom our fishermen in Fortune Bay. New-
foundland fishermen catch codfish from half-a-mile to four miles from the shore, but
principally within three miles along shore. The Newfoundland fishery is an inshore
fishery.

"The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries, for bait, are shoal water fisheries; and
caplin and herrings are never taken more than three miles from the shore, and squids
rarely taken that distance off. I know of no Newfoundland vessel ever having prose-
cuted the fishery on any of the coasts of the United States of America.

"I From thirty to fifty American vessels frequent Fortune Bay in winter for the
purchase of fresh herrings to be frozen. They do not. catch for themselves, but
purchase from our fishermen. The average quantity taken. by them yearly bas been
600 barrels per vessel. Sometimes a few of these vessels take salted herrings, when
they take a much larger quantity.

" I have seen United States fishing vessels catching codfish on the Newfoundland
inshore fishery-grounds, but cannot state the number, having made no record. Am
not aware whether United States vessels refit in this Bay, nor of their having tran-
-rhipped cargo in any Newfoundland port.

"I consider the supply of fresh bait to United States·fishermen to be injurious to
our local fishermen. I consider that the presence of the large numbers of United
States fishermen fishing on the banks of our coasts with fresh bait injures the local
catch by reducing it greatly. I think the scarcity of fish along our south-west coast
this summer has been caused by the increased numbers of American fishermen on the
banks off our coasts.

"l United States vessels frequently foul nets -along the coasts, tearing them away,
and frequently carrying such nets out to sea, to the great loss of Newfoundland
fishermen. In one instance, last spring, an American vessel thus. destroyed fiv.e
herring nets without compensation to their owners, vessel being unknown. I have



reason to know that very considerable. damage is done in this way by. United
States fishing vessels to the fishermen of Newfoundland, and especially to those of this

(Signed; "GEORGE SEMMS, J.P.,
"Stipendiary Magistrate, Grand Bank."

Sworn before me at Grand Bank, Newfoundland, this 24th November, 1876,
(Signed) J. O. F&sEn, Commissioner of Afldatits.

James Philip Snook, aged 29 years, Preventive Officer; residing at Fortune, in the
district of Benin, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith:-

"I have observed a number of United States fishing. vessels in this neighbour-
hood and its proximities, probably from sixty to seventy during the past summer. I
can only name a few of these vessels, see paper marked Fortune A. The vessels
named on paper marked ." Fortune A," with " P" before their names, denote that
these vessels paid light dues ; those marked " C " denote that these vessels paid light
dues elsewhere; those marked ".0 " denote that these vessels did not pay light dues-
they refusing to do so; the Master of "Gertu J. Poster," Campbell by name,
especially was very abusive and violent; he not only refusing to pay his light money,
but also counselling the master of the schooner " Viator," and David M. Hlilton, not to
pay their light dues.

" The vessels all came into this bay to purchase fresh bait, they did procure such
bait. My visit to some ofthese United States vessels was on the occasion of their
second trip from the Banks, they not having come on this side of the bay on their
first trip.

United States fishing vessels have fished on the inshore fishing grounds, but I
cannot give particulars further than that I have seen them so fishing off Dantzick
Cove, now South Point of Fortune Bay.

" I estimate the bait annually sold by fishermen of this harbour to the French at
*St. Pierre to be as follows:-

Frances.
5,000 barrela herrings .. .. .. .. valued at 40,000

10,000 bhds. caplin .. .. .. ,, . 60,000

"JBesides this, there is an average destruction of the herrings; thrown overboard
annually, of about 10,000 barrels being found unsaleable at St. Pierre.

(Signed) " JAMES P. SNOOK,
"Preventive. Olcer, Fortùnc, Newfoundland."

Sworn before me at Fortune, Newfoundland, this the 27th day of November,
·1876.

(Signed) J. 0. FRAsEi, Commissioner of 4ffdavils.
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FoRTUNE A.

NAMES oF VESSELS of the United States of America, in Fortune Bay, for the
purchase of bait, boarded by me:-

Mark. Name of Vesse]. Name of Master. Tonnage. *Where from.

Tons.
O. W. F. Foye .. .. L. W. Smith .. .. 70 Gloucester.
C. Sygnet .. .. .. Unknown .. .. .. .. Unkmown.
C. Proctor Brothers . .. Ditto . .. . .. Ditto.
C. Lizzie B. Knight .. .. Ditto .. .. .. .. Ditto.
C. Frank A. Williams .. .. Ditto .. .. .. .. Ditto.
0. S. Sanbourne .. .. Ditto .. .. .. .. Ditto.
P. Vache'te .. .. Hawkins .. .. .. 79 Gloucester.
0. George W. Stetson .. .. John Daniels .. .. Unknown.
0. Gertu F. Foster .. .. Campbell .. .. .. .. Ditto.
0. Victor .. .. .. Latham .. .. .. 70 Gloucester.
0. Daniel M. Hilton .. .. Parkham .. .. .. 66 Ditto.
P. Chester Lawrence .. .. McDonald.. .. .. 90 Ditto.
0. G. Hamilton .. .. M. Stephens .. .. 69 Ditto.
0. Came S. Doyle .. .. Coombs .. .. .. 74 Ditto.
O. Mary Carlyle .. .. Grimlette .. .. .. 63 Ditto.
C. Bauraceuta .. .. Newbury .. .. .. 68 Ditto.
C. Triton .. .. .. G. W. Curtis .. .. 71 Ditto.

(Signed) JAMES P. SNOOK,
Preventive Officer, Fortune, Newfoundland.

Sworn before me at Fortune, Newfoundlaud, this 27th day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASEE, Commissioner of Affidavits.

Samuel George HIickman, aged 36 years, Planter, residing at Grand Bank, New-
foundland, maketh oath, and saith that:-

"l Ie is acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland, having been a fisherman
hiniself the past twenty-five years.

" I have annually observed United States fishing vessels in this bay, but especially
last year, when there were about 300 of such vessels in the bay. I name among them
" Lizzie V. Knight," Wm. Morrisey, master; "I Procter Bros.'' Edward Trevoy, master,
and a large number of others too numerous to delay naming, my time being fully
occupied. These vessels came into the Bay to purchase fresh herrings for bait, which
they purchased from our fishermen. I have sold United States fishermen fresh bait.
I have with others under me supplied over a 100 United States vessels with bait from
first to last, each vessel would take about forty to sixty barrels, for which they would pay
from twenty to thirty dollars. I have seen our shore surrounded by American fisher-
men, fishing for halibut and codfish, but cannot say that all these vessels were inside
three miles of a line from headland to headland. I bave frequently seen United States
vessels fishing between Pass Island and Brunette Island; in some instances these
vessels have been fishing up the bay, among the skiffs. I cannot speak of the quantity
or value of their catches, but I do know that they destroyed the halibut fishery about
Pass Island, and largely damaged the cod fishery of Fortune Bay. One of their
captains told nie 'it was no use for our fishermen to go fishing, after United States
fishermen.'

" Newfoundland fishermen catch codfish generally witbin two miles of the shore,
there being exceptional places and instances where they go from six to nine miles off
the coast. The caplin herring and squid used for bait are inshore fisheries, being taken
in coves and harbours along the coast, and for such purposes are never prosecuted
outside three miles.

" I never knew of a United States vessel prosecuting a fishing voyage on any of
their coasts. I believe United States fishermen do sell codfish in this neighbourhood
to our people-sometimes at St. Peirre, and sometimes in the harbours of the bay.

"1From forty to fifty United States vessels regularly visit Fortune Bay in winter to
purchase herrings for freezing; they have always purchased their load of herrings
except when prevented by ice in the bay ; their load runs from 600 to 700 barrels each,
for which they pay our fishermen nominally one dollar,. but allowing for measure



exacted, 75 cents per barrel will be a fair average of the price paid. These Americans
have not caught any herrings as yet, because the people of the bay would thereby be
annoyed, and because Americans eau purchase cheaper than cost of catching by them -
selves. I do not know of Americans fishing for turbot in the neighbourhood. I am
certain that the supply of bait to the United States fishermen has decreased the supply
of bait to our local lishermen. I estimate that there are eighty herring seines belong-
ing to this bay engaged in hauling bait for the A-mericans, and that fully eighty seines
belonging elsewhere are also engaged in the same service. Bait for Americans com-
mences to be hauled about 1st to 10th of May, and ends in August. American
vessels come in from the banks once every fortnight or three weeks, and take fresh
bait, averaging from forty to sirty barrels of herrings.

"iDuring the baiting season as aforesaid, it generally happena that many seines will
have large quantities of herrings inclosed, say from 500 to 1,500 barrels and retaied
as long as two months. Sometimes herrings rotting where inclosed, and where washed
on shore, impregnating the air through all the stages with putrefaction.

" These large seines 'bar' herrings, wherever they meet them in coves, creeks,
and along shore, and during such inclosures, it stands to reason that so great a number
of captives lessens the number free, and injures net owners; it is a fact that during
this barring, herrings do not mesh in nets as at other times.

" I am of opinion that the presence of the large number of United States vessels
fishing on the banks .of our coasts supplied with bait, interferes with, and is the main
cause in reducing the local catch, and that the scarcity of fish along our south west
Coasts this year, has been caused by the Americans fishing on the outer banks.

" The average catch of fisherman of this harbour this year will be about fifteen
quintals per man. The catch in previous years was from fifty to seventy quintals per
man, but more generally, seventy would be more correctly stated. The price of flsh
this year, averaging all round, would be about 5 dollars and 20 cents per
quintal.

" The bait sold at St. Pierre by the people of this harbour will be about 5,000 or
6,000 barrels herrings, value 45,000 fr.; 10,000 hogsheads caplin, value 60,000 fr.;
and about 10,000 barrels herrings thrown away, being unsaleable, also from 500 to 600
hogsheads caplin.

(Signed) "SAMUEL G. HICKMAN."

Sworn before me at Grand Bank, this 24th day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

Henry John Hickman, aged 54 years, residing at Grand Bank, Newfoundland,
maketh oath and saith:-

" I have become acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by having prose-
cuted the same since I was seven years of age.·

" I have seen a great many United States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood. I
have seen fully 300 sail of these vessels, the bay was all the season lined with them, as
many as from fifteen to thirty vessels at a time being seen. I can name among these,
Edward Grover, Howard, Frank A. Williams, Elisha Crowell, Concord, -Glyttie,
Proctor Brothers, al from Gloucester. There are very many other vessels I could
name.

" These fishing vessels come from April to September in each year. They come
here to purchase fresh herrings for bait. I know that they did get bait, and scarcely
erer fail in getting bait. I have sold herrings to United States vessels for exportation,
but not for bait. I have seen these vessels baited on the "l bar " at Grand Bank: The
price paid by these vessels for Iherrings average about 60 c. per barrel. United States
vessels used to fish off Pasw Island 'for halibut and cod fish; -they do not do so now
because tbey exhausted the fLshery in that locality. They used to fish within three
miles of the headland, Newfoundland fishermen catch cod-fish along the shores of the
diffrent bays.

"On the ·western shore the fishery is after the caplin, prosecuted from four to six
miles·off the shore. The Newfoundland fishery is certainly an inshore fishery; the
herrings and caplin with the squid are inshore fisheries. -The squid also is generally
taken along the shores.within a quarter mile.to a mile distant, and is sometimes-taken
on the inside fishing grounds.

"Inever heard of a'Newfoundland fishing.vessel prosecuting the fishery on any of
the coastà of the lUnited States of America.



"American fishing vessels do sell cod-fish in the neighbourhood. I cannot say
what quantity or what price they sold for; they have sold such at St. Jacques and
Beeloram in this bay.

" From thirty to forty American United States vessels frequent Fortune Bay in
winter for herrings to freeze. These herrings they purchase from our people. They
always take a cargo when they can get it, from 600 to over 1,000 barrels. I do not
know of United States vessels fishing for turbot in this neighbourhood. I have seen
United States vessels fishing about ten miles off Cape Pine. Americanvessels generally
refit at St. Pierre; anything in this way, in this bay, is confined to wood and water. I
do not know of their transhipping cargo in a Newioundland port, except what I heard
that they sometimes do ship off fish from vessel partly laden, to form a cargo for a
vessel dispatched for United States.

"I know that the ' barring' of herrings to supply bait to the Americans decreases
the supply of bait to our own fishermen. I am of decided opinion that the United
States fishermen fishing on the banks with fresh bait acts very injuriously on our local
fishery.

" I believe that the short fishery the past summer along our south-west coast has
been caused by United States fishermen fishing on the outer banks. The average this
year of cod-fish caught by the Grand Bank fishermen is fifteen quintals per inan.
Formerly, the average ran to fifty quintals per man.

"The quantity of bait sold at St. Peter's by fishermen belonging to Grand Bank
average per annum 5,000 barrels herrings, and 10,000 hogsheads caplin. The price
paid for the bait will average, viz.-for herrings 40,000 fr., for caplin 60,000 fr.

"The bait thrown overboard by vessels of this harbour will average 4,000 barrels
herrings.

"There is one ice-house at Grand Bank, where ice is kept for sale to United States
vessels for the preservetion of fresh bait. About thirty tons were sold to United States
vessels this year at three and a-half dollars per ton.

"Ten herring seines belonging to Grand Bank are employed in seining herrings
for United States fishing vessels every year. They begin on 12th April, and end in
August. The quantity inclosed in these seines runs from 200 to 1,500 barrels. The
longest time I have known a seine inclose herrings retained for sale for bait was about
two months.

"Grand Bank seines do not keep herrings ' barred' over about a week. Herrings
are 'barred' sometimes along the straight shore, and sometimes across coves. There
is a large destruction of herrings in all cases of ' barring.'

(Signed) "HENRY J. HICKMLAN."

Sworn before me at Grand Bantk this 23rd day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

George Ambrose Hickman, aged 33 years, master mariner and planter, residing
at Grand Bank, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith :-

"I have become acquainted with the Newfoundland fisheriesby following the same
for twenty years.

"1 have observed a large number of United States fishing vessels in. this
neighbourhood from tine to tine. This summer there have been over 300
such vessels in this bay. These vessels come to purchase bait, and they did so
purchase fresh herring for bait. I have sold fresh bait to United States fishing
vessels. The number baited by me has been from twelve to fifteen vessels. Each vessel
took from forty to sixty barrels herrings. The price paid for such herrings at and
in the neighbourhood of Grand Bank bas been about sixty cents per barrel.

" I have seen United States vessels fishing off Pass Island inside of the head-
lands. This I have seen frequently, and at such times they always fished within three
miles of the headland from Cape La Hune to Port May.

" Newfoundland fisherman catch codtish within three miles of the shore, except in
exceptional instances when they go off in certain special seasons to six to nine-miles
off the coasts, büt generally the fishing is prosecuted close along shore. The caplin,
herring and squid fisheries used for bait, are taken near the shore and are always
inshore fisheries, never being taken at a greater distance than half a mile fron the
coasts. I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting any fishing voyage on
the coasts of the United States of America. I have no knowledge of United
States fishermen selling codfish or other fishery produce in this neighbourhobd.



"Prom thirty to forty Aierican vessels frequent Fortune Bay in winter for
herrings for freezing, which they always purchase from Newfoundland fishermen.
Their average cargo of such herrings has been about 600 barrels.

" I know of United States vessels having transhipped cargo in this bay from one
vessel to another, so as to make up a load for one vessel despatched to the United
States.

" The practice in force of seining herrings for bait for United States vessels
decreases the supply of bait to local fishermen. Instances are known of heaps of
herrings that have perished from close barring, measuring fifteen feet deep. This has
been ascertained by measuring with poles.

"The presence of the large number of United States vessels fishing on the banks
of our coasts, using fresh bait, greatly reduces the catch of our local fishermen, and I
can attribute the short catch of. codfish the past summer to no other cause. Codfish
will not pass fresh bait, and we all know that the banks off these coasts -are well
manured by American fishermen. The withdrawal of a large number of American
vessels from the banks this fall is- perceptible by an increased catch of fish along our
coast on the occasion 6f such withdrawal.

"About 5,000 barrels herrings,·averaging 40,000 fr., and 10,000 hogsheads caplin,
averaging 60,000 fr., will be a fair estimate of the bait sold at St. Pierre annually by
fishirmen belonging to Grand Bank, in addition to which over 10,000 barrels herrings
are annually thrown away, being unsaleable.

" There is an ice-house at Grand Bank where ice is kept for sale to United States
vessels for the preservation of fresh bait, which was used for that purpose last
summner.

(Signed) " GEORGE A. IIOKMAN."

Sworn before me at Grand Bank, this 25th day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FR&SER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

John Lake, senior, aged sixty years, Planter, residing at Fortune, Newfoundland,
maketh oath and saith, that:-

"JI am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by following the same
since I was fourteen years of age. I have seen a large number of United States fishing
vessels in this neighbourhood in June and July, from six to fourteen daily passed up
this bay. These vessels came to purchase fresh bait which they procured from our
fishermen, the chief supply being from fishermen residing at Belleram, St. Jacques,
Bay de Nord, in Fortune Bay.

" United States fishing vessels two years ago fished about Brunette.; two years
ago they were fishing between Dantzick Cove and Green Island, when one of them
nearly lost their dory.

" Before ruined by American fishermen our people used to catch large quantities
of halibut off Pass Island, now nothing can be done in this fishery.

" Newfoundland fishermen as a rule. catch their fish within two miles of the
shore. The herring, caplin, and squid fisheries used for bait in Newfoundland are
inshore fisheries, generally taken along our coves and harbours, squids sometimes at
the.capes.

" I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel having engaged in a fishing voyage on
any of the coasts of the United States of America.

" American fishermen have not sold any small fish in this immediate neighbour-
hood ; they have done so at Belleram and St. Jacques, in Fortune Bay, but I cannot
give particulars.

" About 300 sail of United States fishing vessels frequented this bay this spring
and summer for fresh bait. From thirty to sixty United States vessels frequent
Fortune Bay in winter for the purchase of fresh herrings, which they freeze and take
on to Cape Ann and Boston and elsewhere in the United States. The price obtained
for their frozen herrings in the markets of the United States varies from one to .fifteen
dollars.'

""The herrings taken in winter by these American vessels are purchased from our
people, the price paid being one dollar nominally, but the measure exacted reduces the
price to from sixty to seventy.five cents per barrel.

"In June and July the seining of large quantities of herrings shortens the supply
of bait to local fishermen. . In June I knew of twenty seines ' bazring' herrings for
United -States fishermen, some of which seines enclosed 2,000 barrels of herrings,
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kept enclosed til the United States vessels came alon.g to purchase, and sometimes
thus retained for two months, at the end of which time the seines are. taken up, and
the herrings alive set free; in all such cases there is a large destruction of herrings,
and a ruinous interference with the bait supply of our local fishermen.

" I am of decided opinion that the presence of the large number of United States
vessels fishing on the banks off our coasts, using fresh bait, greatly reduces the catch
of codfish by our local fishermen, and that the short catch of the present season along
our south west coasts is owing to the operation of the lUnited States fishermen on the
outer banks.

" Previous to the last two years the fishermen of this harbour averaged from
eighty quintals and upwards; the past season the average will not exceed eighteen
quintals, but will be nearer fifteen quintals per man.

" The quantity of bait annually sent to St. Pierre from Fortune will be about
5,000 barrels herrings, valued at 40,000 fr., and 10,000 of caplin valued at 60,000 fr.
About 10,000 barrels herrings are annually thrown away, being unsaleable at St. Pierre.

"There is no ice-house at Fortune Harbour where ice is preserved.
(Signed) " JOHN LAKE, Sen."

Sworn before me at Fortune, Newfoundland, this 27th November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

William George Bennett, fisherman, aged 26 years, residing at Fortune, Xew-
foundland, maketh oath, and saith that:-

"I have become acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by being actively
engaged in their prosecution since I was sixteen years of age; I have seen United
States fishing vessels passing this neighbourhood, going up Fortune Bay and elsewhere,
the number seen by me the past sunmmer was .over thirty, but I do not know their
names. These vessels came into the bay to purchase fresh herrings for bait, which
they procured. Our crew baited one of these vessels this summer; last summer we
baited three. Each vessel took twenty-five and thirty barrels herrings, for which
they paid 20 dollars each.

" The Newfoundland fishery is an inshore fishery, being generally prosecuted close
along shores. The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries used for bait are inshore
fisheries.

" I never knew of a Newfoundland vessel having engaged on a fishing voyage
on any of the coasts of the United States of America.

"There are from forty to fifty American vessels frequenting Fortune Bay in
winter, for the purchase of fresh herrings to freeze, and when frozen to be freighted
by these American vessels to the United States. Americans purchase these herrings
from our people. I believe the supply of bait to the United States vessels decreases
the supply of bait to our local fishermen.

" I believe that if the practice now being pursued of ' barring' large quantities of
herrings to be sold as bait to 'United States vessels, is suffered to be continued, that
the supply of bait to fishermen in this bay will speedily be destroyed.

"I do not doubt but that the large number of United States vessels fishing on
the Banks with fresh bait tends greatly to reduce the catch of our people along shore,
and if continued as at present will starve local fishermen. I believe that the short
catch by our people the past summer along our south-west coasts is chiefly caused by
Americans fishing on the Outer Banks as aforesaid.

" Signed by his mark, he having a sore thumb,
"WM. GEORGE BENNETT, his X mark."

Sworn before me at Fortune, this 27th day of November, 1876,
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidarits.

Aquillar Francis, aged 62 years, trader, residing at Heriitage Cove, NewfoudLanl
maketh oath, and saith:-

" I know the fisheries of Newfoundland by being connected, therewith consiatly
during the last twenty-fivé years. I have seen several lUnited States vessels about
Great Jervis, and Grole, and Pass island, looking for bait; I have seén them looking
for bait to fish for halibut about Pass Island; I cannot state the number of such
vessels, but think I have seen upwards of twenty.



" The United States fishermen purchased the bait they require from Newfound-
land fishermen, never catehing for themselves as far as I know.

" I never sold any bait to United States fishing vessels. United States fishing
vessels fished off Pass Island, as I have said, where they caught halibut and codfish.
There is no doubt in my mind but that these United States fishermen fishing off Pass
Island destroyed the halibut fishery in that locality, which used formerly to be a
lucrative source of employment to our fishermen, who caught large quantities formerly,
but now catch none worth speaking of.

" Newfoundland fishermen·catch codfish within one and a-half mile of the shore.
The Newfoundland fishery is an inshore fishery.

" The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries used for bait by Newfoundland fishermen
are inshore fisheries.

"I never knew of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting the fishery, or any fishery
on any of the coasts of America.

" I have not heard of American fishermen selling small codfish, or coà-oil, in this
neighbourhood.

I believe over fifty United States vessels frequent Fortune Bay for the purchase
of frozen herrings; these herrings they purchase from our people. They take a fult
cargo of frozen herrings when they can get tbem.

"I know that there were over fifty United States fishing vessels fishing this
spring off the mouth of this bay, but cangot speak as to exact distance.

" The supply of bait to the United States fishermen decreases the supply of bait
to Newfoundland fishermen. Thousands of barrels of herring are seined for these
United States fishermen, and are kept inclosed in such seines for as long as two
months. I know this spring large quantities of herring being barred (inclosed in
seines) from April until July, when one of Her Majesty's ships-of-war took up and
emptied. One seine was given up to the owner, who pleaded ignorance of the law. It
is of frequent occurrence to keep herrings inclosed in seines from April to August for
sale to United States fishermen and to the French. While herrings are thus barred
it generally happens that Newfoundland fishermen fail to catch herrings in their nets.
A very large quantity of herrings thus barred are destroyed.

" I am of decided opinion that the presence of the large number of United States
fishing vessels fishing on the Banks off our coasts supplied with fresh bait, interferes
with, and reduces the local catch by Newfoundland fishermen, and that the scarcity
this year in the catch of codflsh by our fishermen is caused by the Americans fishing
on the Outer Banks.

" Formerly, large fish used to be taken along the south-west coasts; now, the
catch is conflned, generally, to small fish; this year being smaller than I have known
in my experience.

It is my opinion that if the Americans continug fishing on the Banks, as they
have done this year, using fresh bait supplied by our fishermen, that our cod-ilshery
will be destroyed.

(Signed) "AQUILLAR FRANCIS."

Sworn before me at Ilermitage Cove, in lermitage Bay, Fortune Bay, this 13th
day of November, 1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Commissioner of Affdavits.

Jacob Jensen, of Harbor Briton, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith:-
" That he is 29 years of age, and is a fisherman. I know the Newfoundland

fisheries from being reared to them ever since I was 11 years of age.
" I have observed United' States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood. I have

seen about thirty of such vessels this year. One was named the ' T. G. Zanby,' of
Cape Ann, United States, America, commanded by Captain Malloy, of about seventy
tons ; another named 'J. P. Whitten ' or ' W. P. Whitten,' of Cape Ann, commanded
by , of about sixty or eighty tons. Captain Degon, commander of
third, hailing from Gloucester, the name of which I do not remember. These vessels
al came to this neighbourhood for bait, and did purchase bait as they required.

" I have sold bait to United States fishing vessels, and have supplied bait to two
this year, givmig each fifty barrels of herrings at one dollar and a half per barrel.

" I have seen American vessels fishing for balibut and cod-fish half way between
Pass Island and Brunette Island. I have seen two or three of such vessels there at a



time fishing, but cannot say what their catch would be. Newfoundland fishermen
generally catch their fish inshore.

- The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries for bait are each inshore fisheries, being
caught close to shore, except squids, which are occasionally taken outside three
miles, but partially, the bulk of what is caught is close to shore in the coves and
harbours.

"I never heard of a single Newfoundland fishing vessel prosecuting the fishery on
any of the coasts of the United States of America.

"Froin eighteen to twenty-five American vessels frequent Fortune Bay in
winter for the purchase of frozen herrings, and they have always succeeded in
purchasing what they required, it being found by them less expensive to purchase than
to seine what they require.

" I have seen American fishermen fishing for halibut between Brunette and Pass
Island within the 'three-mile limit.' Can't say how many, but have seen them so
fishing during the last four or five years.

" American vessels refit in Fortune Bay from time to time as found necessary. I
am of opinion that the extra supply of fresh bait supplied to American fishing vessels
interferes with and tends to reduce the local catch of fish, which are attracted to the
supply of bait on the banks, and thus prevented from striking in upon these shores.

"I am of opinion that the scarcity of fish (cod) along the south-west coast this
summer is caused by the Americans fishing on the outer banks. There are four or
five ice-houses in this bay, where ice is kept for the Americans, who purchase it for
preserving the bait purchased from Newfoundland fishermen. I cannot say to what
extent this bas been availed of. These ice-houses were erected specially for the
American fishermen to supply them with ice from time to time as they might require,
and chiefly used on this account.

(Signed) " JACOB JENSEN."

Sworn before me at Harbor Briton this 4th day November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

Hugli Vavasseur, aged 65 years, Preventive Officer, residing at St. Lawrence,
Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith:-

" That I have resided at St. Lawrence during the past thirty-six years, during all
which time, and tën years previously at Gaultois and -Harbor Briton, I was closely
connected with the fisheries of this country.

"I have seen a number of United States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood.
I can only give particulars of the following, viz.

Name of Vessel. Name of Master. Tonnage. Where from.

1876 Ernest F. Norwood .. .. Nath. Greenleaf .. .. 74 Gloucester.
Gertie Lewis . .. ... J. W. Print .. .. .. 72
Carrie S. Doyle .. .. J. F. Conniber .. .. 74

1875 Tragabizanda . .. .. W. Molloy .. .. .. 68
Lizzie B. Knight .. .. Wm.. Morrissey .. 67
Jhn Dodue .. .. .. Solomon Frnst .. .. 68

"These vessels among the many that called at this harbour were the only ones
that paid light money. The above-named vessels with the other United States fishing
vessels that called at this harbour, came to procure bait, which they procured princi-
pally by purchasing from our people; but in several instances they jigged squids for
themselves on the jigging grounds used by our people, their operations being very
hurtful to local fishermen froin the noise and turmoil of their doreys and crews which
drive the squids from the ground.

" Newfoundland fishermen catch cod-fish generally within two miles of the shore,
the only exceptions being on the West Coast, where fishermen sometimes fish off from
six to nine miles from the shore.

" The caplin, herring and squid fisheries for the purposes of bait are all inshore
fisheries, and never prosecuted further than a mile from the shores, being invariably
prosecuted in the coves and small harbours along the coasts.

" I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting any fishery on any of the
coasts of the United States of America. American fishermen have not sold any smail
codfish or other fishery produce in this neighbourhood.



" American vessels avail of the privilege to refit their vessels in our harbours, and
have doue so in this harbour. I remember that the Tragabizanda did so refit at this
port.

" It is quite certain that the supply of bait to United States fishermen decreases
the supply of bait to our local fishermen. I am well aware that the presence of the
large number of United States fishermen fishing on the outer banks off our coasts, well
supplied with fresh bait, greatly interferes with and reduces the catch of our local
fishermen. Cod-fish strike our shores in quest of bait, and if they mncet fresh bait on
the banks, they will not pass it, but will remain there as long as fresh bait is to be had.
I do think that the scarcity of codfish along our south and soutb-west coasts the past
summer has been caused by Americans fishing on the outer banks.

" Previous to the last three years the average catch of cod fish in the harbour was
eighty quintals per man, during the last two years it bas not exceeded twenty quintals
per man. The quantity of bait annually exported by craft belonging to St. Lawrence
and Lawntrell average 3,000 hogsheads, for vhich the average price would be 24,000
fr., and herrings taken in Fortune Bay by these sane craft will average 3,000 barrels
herrings, realizing 18,000 fr.

" There are no ice-houses at this harbour for the preservation of fresh bait.
(Signed) "fHUGH VAVASSEUR, Preventive Officer."

Sworn before me at St. Lawrence, Newfoundland, this 5th day of Decem-
ber, 1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRAsEE Commissioner of Affidavits.

James Reeves, aged 68 years, planter, residing at St. Lawrence, Newfoundland,
maketh oath, and saith that:-

" I have become acquainted with the Newfoundland fisheries by prosecuting the
same during the past forty-eight years.

" I have seen a large number of United States fishing vessels in Fortune Bay and
elsewbere, but cannot name any. My desire was to keep clear of them, and they to
keep clear of us. These American vessels visit'those quarters for bait, which they
generally purchase from. our fishermen, and which they generally procure. I have
baited two United States vessels with fresh herrings ; cannot remember their names.

"Newfoundland fishermen generally fish within two miles of the shore. The
caplin, herring, and squid fisheries, used for bait by the Newfoundland fishermen, are
inshore fisheries, being followed in the coves and harbours along the coast. I never
heard of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting any fishery voyage on any of the coasts
of the «United States of America, and do not believe our vessels ever go on such a
voyage.

" From forty to fifty American vessels frequent Fortune Bay in winter for herrings
to freeze, and for freight to Gloucester, New York, and Boston. These herrings the
Americans always purchase from our people.

" Americans do not fish off Pass Island, they having exhausted that fishery.
American fishing vessels have been seen fishing off Cape St. Mary's. I have not seen
any fishing in this neighbourhood.

The supply of bait to United States fishermen shortens the supply of bait to our
local fishermen.

"I am of the decided opinion that the large number of «United States vessels
fishing on the banks off our coasts, shortens the catch of our local fishermen, as these
Americans are well supplied with fresh bait, which attracts the fish to the ground where
United States fishermen fish.

" It has been remarked that when the great body of American vessels leave the
banks in the fal of the year, then the fish becoine more abundant than before.

" I am of opinion that the scarcity of fish the past sumner along our south and
west coasts is owing to the United States fishermen fishing on the banks off our
coast.

(Signed) " JAMRS REEVES."

Sworn before me at St. Lawrence, this 5th day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Commissioner of Affidavits.
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Henry Benning, aged 37 years, Sub-Collector of ler Majesty's Customs, residing
at Lamaline, Newfoundland, maketi oath and saith:-

" That I have become acquainted with the Newfoundland fisheries by connection
therewith as supplier and otherwise during eight years.

"I have observed -United States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood, but can
only name two, namely, in the year 1874:-

Name of Vessel. Name of Master. - Tonnage. Where from.

D. E. Woodbury . .. D. E. Collins .. .. 65 . Gloucester.
G. P. Whitman .. .. J. McDonald .. .. 94

"These vessels came here to purchase fresh bait, which they procured, and then
sailed away for the Grand Banks. No American vessels take fish in the immediate
neighbourhood that I am aware of.

" The Newfoundland fishery is au inshore fishery. The caplin, herring, and squid
fisheries used for bait are all inshore fisheries. The caplin are taken in the land-wash,
herrings frequently so, and squids from half to quarter mile from the shore, but
generally in the coves and harbours.

" I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting, or attempting to prosecute,
any fishery on any of the coasts of the United States of America. .

" American fishermen have not sold any small cod-fish in this neighbourhood.
From thirty to forty American vessels frequent Fortune Bay in winter for the purchase
of fresh herrings, to be frozen and conveyed to the United States, viz., Boston, New
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. Their cargoes consist of from 600 to 1,000
barrels. The price paid is about a dollar per barrel, and when very scarce one and a
half dollar per barrel.

" I am positive that the presence of the large number of 'United States vessels
fishing on the banks of our coasts, using fresh bait, greatly reduces the catch of our
local fishermen, and that the short catch of our people last summer is owing to this
cause.

" The bait sold at St. Pierre by schooners belonging to this harbour I estimate as
follows per annum:-

"l errings taken at Fortune Bay, viz., 3,400 barrels of herrings, value 23,800 fr.;
7,000 hogsheads of caplin taken at Lamaline, value 70,000 fr.

"The average catch of cod-fish per man previous to the last two years has been
from sixty to eighty quintals, last year it was about twenty quintals, and the present
year it has been fifteen quintals per man.

(Signed) "BENRY BENNING, Sub-Collector."

Sworn before me at Lamaline, this lst day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

John Pitman, aged 54 years, residing at Lamaline, planter, maketh oath and
saith:

"I have become acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by close
connection therewith in supplying and otherwise for upwards of twenty years.

"I have occasionally observed United States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood,
and I know that a large number of such frequent Fortune Bay.

"These vessels all come to purchase bait, they catch very little themselves, they
purchase from our people. I do not believe they could. supply themselves.

" Newfoundland lishermen generally catch cod-fsh within two- or thrve miles of
the shore, the average being within two miles. The Newfoundland fishery is an
inshore fishery, the caplin, herring, and squid fishery used for bait by Newfoundland
fishermen are all inshore fisheries.

" I never knew of a Newfoundland vessel engaging in a fishing voyage on any of
the coasts of the United States of America.

" American fishermen have sold small cod-fish in Fortune Bay, but not in this
immediate neighbourhood; whn large fish are abundant.on the banks, they are in the
habit of throwing away all fish under twenty-two inches.

"I am decidedly of opinion that the presence of the large number of United
States fishermen fishing on the banks off our coasts, supplied as they are with fresh
bait, tends greatly to reduce the catch of cod-fish by our local fishermen, and that the



short catch this year by our fishermen is mainly owing to the Americans fishing on
the outer banks as aforesaid.

"Previous to the last two years the average catch by fishermen of this locality
averaged eighty quintals per man, this year the average is reduced to fifteen quintals
per man.

" If United States vessels increase on the banks in, the ratio of increase marking
the two past years, a very few years only will be required to exhaust the shore fishery
of Newfoundland.

"There are thirty decked craft of Lamaline engaged in supplying fresh caplin to
the French at St. Pierre; the quantity sold them annually will be about 7,000 hogs-
heads of caplin, value 56,000 fr., and 150 barrels of herrings, valued at 1,500 fr.

" There are no ice-houses in this locality for the preservation of ice.
"One peculiarity in the cod-fishery has been remarkable the last two years ; I

refer to the small rnm of the fish caught, whether by bulltows or cod-nets, or hook
and line, A alike prove in a small run of fish.

(Signed) "JOHN PITMAN."
Sworn before me at Lamaline, the 30th day of November, 1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRASEIR, Commissioner of Aflidavits.

Thomas Haley, aged 46 years, master mariner, residing at Lamaline, Newfound-
land, maketh oath and saith that .-

" I am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by having followed the
same since I was 15 years of age in catching and directing crews in catching.

I have observed three United States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood, and
have seen a large number of such vessels cbiefly in Fortune Bay, but cannot number
them. These vessels came to this coast to purchase fresh bait, which they always
succeed in purchasing from our people. I have baited two United States fishing
vessels at Lamaline; Captain McDonald commanded one vessel, Captain Colins
commanded the other; this was in 1874r. These vessels took forty barrels of herrings
between both. The price paid was one and one-half dollar per barrel.

"Newfoundland fishermen, generally, fish within two miles of the shores. The
herrings, caplin, and squid, used for bait by the Newfoundland fishermen, are al
inshore fisheries, and are never taken more than a mile from shore, except on rare
occasions, when squids are jigged in the fishing-grounds. Caplin and herrings,generally, are taken along the land-wash.

"I never heard of a Newfoundland fishing vessel prosecuting any fishery on any
.of the coasts of the United States of America.

' I cannot say whether American fishermen sell small cod-fish in this neighbour-
hood.

"l From thirty to forty American vessels frequent Fortune Bay every winter, to
purchase herrings to freeze and freight to Cape Ami, Boston, New York, and
Philadelphia. These herrings are always purcbased from our people at the rate of one
dollar per barrel, large measures reducing the price to about eighty cents per barrel.
The average cargo of these vessels has been about 600 barrels.

" A small number of American vessels corne to Fortune Bay in winter for salted
herrings, the price being about one dollar per barrel for fresh herrings, which are
salted in bulk by these Americans. Vessels carrying frozen herrings generally carry
a deck load of about forty barrels salted herrings.

" I cannot say that the supply of bait to United States fishermen has decreased
the supply of bait to local fishermen, who are never refused bait out of the seines-
generally free of charge. I work a seine myself to supply United States fishing
vessels, and speak of what I know.

"I am of opinion that the presence of the large number of United States fishing
vessels on the banks off our coasts, well supplied as they are with fresh bait, has the
effect of reducing the local catch of cod-fish, and I really think that the short catch
of cod-fish along our south and west coasts during the past season is owing to the
presence of United States fishermen along the Outer Banks, as aforesaid.

"The quantity of fresh bait annually sent tu St. Pierre from this neighbourhood
I estimate as folows:-For the 35 craft engaged in this trafflic, say, 7,009 hogsheads
caplin, value 56,000 francs; 150 barrels herrings, value 1,500 francs. The quantity
of caplin thrown away being considerable at St. Pierre, will average 1,000 hogsheads
per annum.



"There are no ice-houses at Lamaline where ica is kept for sale.
"There are about forty-five vessels, nearly all registered craft, frequenting

Tamaline ground in summer for fresh caplin for bait, which never fails between the
10th and 20th of June.

(Signed) " THOMA R H ALTEY."

Sworn before me at Lamaline this 30th day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. 0. ~FRASEB, Commissioner of Aflidarits.

Thomas Winter, aged 61 years, Sub-Collector Her Majesty's Customs, residing at
Burin, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith -

"I am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by observation, during a
residence in this district for upwards of twelve years.

" I have observed a large number of United States fishermen in this neighbour-
hood-about sixty in 1875, and twelve or thirteen the past sunmer. Of those in this
neighbourhood in 1876, I can name the following, viz:-

Name of Vesseli. Name of Master Tonnage. Where from.

Gleaner .. Lyons .. .. 63 East Gloucester.
Epestais R. G. Grand 70 Gloucester.
David W. Hilton Parkham .. 59
Massassoit Gorman 73
Mary Carlyle Greenleaf .. 66
Viking . .. .. E. Stapleton .. .. 73
Addison Centor .. Jas. Jamieson .. 74
Mist .. . .M'Carty . . . ,
MorO Castle ..... .. .. .. 89 - ..

"These vessels came here for ice and bait.
"Every United States vessel calling in this neighbourhood systematically arranges

to avoid the Customs authorities, and the captains and crews are generally most
insulting and offensive to the officers who visit them, the captains outrageously so.
Without sufficient force, it is wholly impossible to enforce an observance of the
Customs laws by United States fishing vessels frequenting these coasts.

" The light dues paid here by Tlnited States vessels is generally paid by orders.
In one instance they have sold fishing produce for cash, which they said they required
to purchase bait.

(Signed) " T. WINTER, Sub-Collector."

Sworn before me at Burin, Newfoundland, this 8th day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. 0. FUAsER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

Francis Berteau, aged 53 years, merchant, residing at Burin, Newfoundland,
maketh oath, and saith, that

" I have been acquainted with the fisheries of Newfounand, by carrying on the
trade of the country for thirty years.

" I have observed from forty to sixty United States fishing vessels in this
neighbourhood each year during the past three years. Having had no immediate
connection with them I cannot name any of these vessels.

"I have not sold any bait to them, having nothing to do with the bait trade.
"lUnited States fishing vessels have fished for codfish off Cape St. Mary's, within

three miles of the shore, where on one occasion ene of our fishing craft was fouled
near the ' Bull and Calf' by a United States fishing vessel.

" Newfoundland fishermen catch codfish generally within two miles of the shore.
The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries used for bait are all inshore, being taken in
the coves along the coasts and harbours, and are never taken more than three
miles off.

elI never heard of a Newfoundland vessel engaged on a fishing voyage on any of
the coasts of the United States of America.

" American fishermen have sold small codfish in this neighbourhood; · but I
cannot speak as to quantity. I once bought from United States fishermen three or four
barrels cod-roes; this was two years ago. Oecasionally United States fishing vessels



refit in this neighbourhood; I have sold them provisions and wood. I do not know of
their having transhipped cargo in a Newfoundland port.

" The supply of bait to United States fishermen greatly decreases the supply of
bait to our own fishermen. Last summer there were about twenty United States
fishing craft in 'Ship Cove,' and they employed several Burin fishermen ·to haul
caplin for them, in Grip Cove, near Port-au-Bras, which they did, loading seven or
eight dozens and two skiff loads, after which no caplin was.to be found in the conv,
thus compelling over a dozen of our fishing craft to remain idle for a fortnight until
the squids came in, thereby losing 400 or 500.quintals of codfish.

"In June 1875, there were about 100 fishing punts in Burin Bay depending
upon a supply of caplin for bait, which was prevented by the operations of a seine
sent from St. Pierre, and worked by a Burin man to supply fresh caplin to the
American fishing schooners ; the said seine having hauled continuously until the caplin
were exhausted in one of the princ:ipal baiting coves, thereby the punt fishermen
aforesaid lost their caplin school-the harvest of their fishery.

" I am of decided opinion that the presence of the large number of United
States fishing vessels on the Banks off our coasts, largely supplied with fresh bait,
greatly reduces the catch of our local fishermen, and that the short catch of codfish
the past two summers along our south and west coasts is attributable to this
cause.

"l It is remarkable that this year, when the supply of fresh bait to United States
vessels by our people had ceased, then a moderate share of fish struck in upon our
shores, enabling the fishermen of Great Burin to catch during October and November
from 8 to 10 quintals for a man and a boy.

" The general average of fish caught this year by fishermen of this neighbourhood
bas been 8 quintals per man in punts, and 15 quintals per man in boats going to Cape
St. Mary's; Great Burin, being an exception, would give 20 quintals a punt for man
and boy.

" Previous to the last three years, the average catch of codfisli per man in this
neighbourhood has been 40 quintals.

" The supply of fresh bait to the French, at St. Pierre, by the fishermen from
St. Lawrence to the Flat Islands, will exceed 10,0001. annually-the above section of
coast, including Burin Proper, St. Lawrence, Mortier Bay, Tites Cove, Rich Harbour,
Beau Bois, and other harbours.

tSigned) "F. BIELTEAU."

Sworn before me at Burin, this 7th day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsiER, Commissioner of Afdavits.

George Bishop, aged 50 years, trader, residing at Burin, Newfoundland, maketh
oath, and saith:-

" I have become acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by over thirty
years' experience.

" I have observed United States fisbing vessels in this neighbourhood. The past
season I had observed about twenty of these vessels, I can only name a few, 'Gleaner,'
Captain Lyons.

" These vessels came to this neighbourhood to purchase fresh bait and ice, which
they procured by purchasing from our people. The captain of the 'Gleaner' purchased
bait to the value of 20 dollars.

" Newfoundland fishermen catch fish, generally, witbin two miles of the shore ;
there being exceptional instances only when codfish is taken from 6 to 9 miles off the
coast.

" The Newfoundland"fishery is an inshore fisbery.· The caplin, -herring, and squid
fisheries used for bait are altogether inshore fisheries.

" I never heard of a Newfoundland fishing vessel having prosecuted any fishery
on any of the coasts of the United States of America.

. "American fishermen have not, to my knowledge, 6old any small fish, or other
fishery produce in the neighbourhood.. -American vessels have fished for codfish on our
grounds, off Cape St. Mary's.

" American fishermen partially refit their vessels occasionally at this port, but
have not bere transhipped their cargoes.
• 'I undoubtedly think that the supply of bait to the United. States fishermen
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decreases the supply of bait to our local fishermen. They employ our people to sweep
the coves, -who having done so, leave no bait after them.

"I do think that the presence of the large number of «United States vessels
fishing with fresh bait on the Banks off our coast greatly interferes with and reduces
the local catch of codfish.

" I am of opinion that the scarcity of codfish the first part of the summer along
our south and west coasts, is attributable to the presence of the French and of the
Americans fishing on the Outer Bank; but chiefly to the United States fishermen,
who are well supplied with fresh bait, whereas French fishermen principally use
salted bait.

" The catch of codfish the last summer by fishermen of this neighbourhood will
only come to 20 quintals per man; in former years, the average was from 80 to 90
quintals per man.

" The number of craft of this harbour engaged each year in supplying bait to the
French is about thirty, and these vessels take froma this place, per annum, 1,000 hhds.
caplin, valued at 10,000 frs.; and from Fortune Bay, 15,000 barrels herring, valued
at 40,000 frs.; of the latter, about 7,000 barrels would bc thrown away, being
unsaleable at St. Pierre.

" There is one ice-house at this harbour where ice is preserved for sale to «United
States fishermen, principally for the preservation of fresh bait. The quantity of ice
sold to United States fishermen at the harbour, per last suimmer's sale, is

tons.
(Signed) "GEORGE BISHOP."

Sworn before me at Burin, this 6th day of December, A.D. 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

Richard Paul, aged 40 years, fisherman, residing at Burin Bay, Newfoundland,
maketh oath and saith:

"I know the fisheries of Newfoundland by having prosecuted them for over
twenty-five years. I have observed a number of United States fishing vessels in this
neighbourhood ; they are all the time passing backward and forward : over seventy
sail of these-vessels passed this neighbourhood the past season. Not being particularly
connected with these vessels, I took no note of their names. I know they came to
purchase ice and bait, and get squids when they could. I have seen them many times
taking squids in the coves close to shore-within one-eighth of a mile of the shore.
These vessels were supplied with ice and with bait when to be had. Excepting squid
bait, they purchase other bait from our people, and in part also they purchase squid
bait, -when they cannot catch enough for themselves.

" Newfoundland fishermen}generally catch codfish within two miles of the shores,
beyond which distance catches are exceptional.

" The caplin, herring and squid used for bait are all inshore fisheries taken almost
solely in the coves close to shore. I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel engaged
in a fishing voyage on any of the coasts of the United States of America.

" American fishermen have sold fish and oil in this néighbourhood; I onlyknow of
their selling thirty-seven quintals at 7s. per quintal, and seventy gallons oil (cod) at
half a dollar per gallon. I understand from their first statements the past season, that
hereafter they intend selling to our people all the codfish they catch under twenty-two
inches in length.

" I am of opinion that the supply of bait to United States fishermen decreases
the supply of bait to our local fishermen. I am of decided opinion that the presence
of the large number of United States fishing vessels, well supplied as they are with
fresh bait, fishing on the banks off our coasts, interferes with, and tends greatly to
reduce the catch of our local fishermen. Americans on the banks are known to fish.
generally on the eastern part of the Great Bank, from whence the fiLsh work westerly
towards our shores. When we hear of fish plenty to the eastward of us, we always
reckon on a good spirt, as fish work westerly this side of the island. Such bas been
the experience of our fishermen until the 'United States vessels began prosecuting the
fishing on the Banks, the result of which has been to keep the fish from coming in
towards our shores. We used formerly to get French hooks in the mouths of the fish
occasionally, but now we frequently get American hooks instead, and rarely a French
hook.

"I am of decided opinion that the. short catch the present summer along our



south and west coasts bas been caused principally by «United States fisbermen, fishing
on the Outer Bank as aforesaid. The catch of codfish by fishermen in this neighbour-
hood previous to the last three years would average fifty quintels per :man ; the average
1876 will not reach thirty quintals per man. The falling off -we eau attribute to no
other cause than American operations in fishing on the banks.

"The supply of squids sold at St. Pierre by fishermen from this neighbourhood will
be about 500.000-the average price will be twenty francs per thousand. This supply
to the Ficench does little injury to the cod fishery, compared to the supply of bait to
the Americans who use fresh bait, whereas the Frenchi use salt bait.

"The French generally work more within a circle; the United States vessels move
about, following the fish.

" They have vessels acting as scouts from our shores to the banks, with informa-
tion as to where ice and fresh bait can be had.

(Signed) "RICHATD PAUL."

Sworn before me at Burin Bay, the 15th day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Commissioner of Afldarits.

Owen Pine, aged 67 years, planter, residing at Burin Bay, Newfoundland, maketh
oath and saith, that:-

"I have become acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by following the
same in all its branches since I was 14 years of age. I bave scen from ten to
fifteen United States fishing vessels at a time in this ncigh bourhood ; they came for
bait and ice, wbich they purchase in general. I have seen them catch bait for then-
selves in our harbours. I believe the supply of bait to United States fishermen
decreases the supply to our local fishermen.

" am clearly of opinion that United States fishermen on the banLs of our coasts
suppied with fresh 'ait, greatly reducs the catch of cotfish hy our 1noni fishermen,
and believe that the short catch the past summer along our south and west coasts is
mainly owing to their presence on the Outer Banks off our coasts.

"We know that they line the banks facing these shores with fresh bait, and that
while codfish can get such bait on the banks, they will not pass towards our shores in
quest of what they can get on the banks. The increase of American fishermen on
the banks has been remarkiable by a decrease of codflish along our shores.

(Signed) "OWEN PINE."

Sworn beforc nie at Burin Bay, Newfoundland, the Sth day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of 4fidarits.

William Collins, aged 42 years. planter, residing at Burin, i ewfoundland, maketh
oath and saith that:--

" I have become acquainted w-ith the fisheries of Newfoundland by being engaged
in their prosecution since I was 14 years of age.

"i have observed a number of United States vessels in this neighbourhood-there
were upwards of twenty this year, last year there were upwards of forty-the differ-
ence between the two years, I believe, is owing to the fact that this year a larger
number of these vessels went into harbours along the southern coast for bait.

"This year, at Cape St. Mary's, two or three American fishing vessels came in
and took fresh caplin for bait, which they purchased. I have not seen them otherwise
fishing.

"Newfoundland fishermen generally catch codfish within one and two miles from
the shore. The Newfoindland flshery is an inshore fisliery. The caplin, herring,
and squid used for bait are ail inshore fisheries, taken in coves close to land.

"I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel or crew engaging il a fishing voyage
on any of the coasts of the United States of America.

" American fishermen do sometimes fish on the 'liushore fisherv' ground off Cape
St. Mary's. I have seen as many as thrce of these vessels fishing there.

" I do consider that the supply of bait to United States fishernen decreases the
supply of bait to our local fishermen. They engage our people who sweep the coves,
and frequently leave nothing behind them.

"I believe that the presence of the large number of United States vessels fishing
on the banls off our eoasts. and supplied with fresh bait, greatly interferes with and



reduces the catch of our local 6shermen, and that the short catch of codfish the paat
snummer along our south and west coasts is owing chiefly to their operations.

" The quantity of bait sent to St. Pierre from this harbour is small, but there are
thirty craft engaged in supplying bait to the French, chiefly from Fortune -Bay, from
wbere soie 15,000 barrels of herrings are taken to St. Pierre by vessels of this
harbour; the value of this hait would be about 30,000 francs; a third of the above
quantity is annually thrown overboard, being unsaleable at St. Pierre in seasons of
abundance.

" There is one ice-house at this* harbour where icè is kept, principally, and almost
exclusively, for sale to -United States vessels for the preservation of their fresh bait.
A number of United States vessels did purchase ice at this harbour the past season,
but I cannot give particulars.

(Signed) "WILLIAM COLLINS."

Sworn before me at Burin, this 6th day of 'December, A.. 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Commissioner of Affidatits.

Philip Pine, aged 35 years, planter, residing at 'Burin Bay, Newfoundland,
maketh oath and saith:-

"I am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by following the same,
and supplying therefor, since I was 17 years of age.

" I have observed a great number of United States fishing vessels in this neigh-
bourhood, there being as many as forty sail here at one time.

" These vessels came here for bait and for ice, which they procured by purchasing
from our people; it being stated that, in some instances, their crews mix with our
people in hauling bait. These United States fishermen sometimes jig squids for them-
selves; I have seen them doing so at jigging coves in this neighbourhood.

"The past year I supplied ice to about forty United States vessels, the quantity
being from two tons to five-in all I supplied over 100 tons; the year previous the number
of United States vessels in this neighbourhood was larger than the past year, and the
quantity of ice taken was greater. I can only name the following captains and
vessels among those here last year

Name of Vessel. Name of Captain. Fort.

White Foam . .. .. Nicoison .. .. .. Not known.

Flying Scud . .. .. .. .. ..

Fair Sailer . .. .. .. .. .. ..

P. S. Whitten .. .. .. ..

G. J. Tar .. .. .. .. ..

Forgotten .. .. .. Lowe ..

Campbell .. .. ..

Hennessy ..

Hall ..

D. O'Brien .

"In 1876 I supplied ice to the following captains of United States vessels,
among others, but whose names I cannot give, the captains' names are :-Greenleaf,
Lyons, Noss, Gormon, Grant, Kilby, Thompson, Pinkham, Trevoy, Gaden, Lennox,
Jamieson, and others.

" These particulars are merely memoranda from my note book, made wheu
the captains of these United States vessels ordered ice or were supplied therewith.

"I kept no particular register.
"Newfoundland fishermen generally catch codfish within two miles of the shore;

the Newfoundland fishery is an inshore fishery. The capelin, herring, and squids used
for bait are taken along shores only, and were never taken at a distance of three miles
off, except in isolated instances, when fishermen belonging to this neighbourhood have
taken squids at or on Burin Bank.

" I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel engaged in prosecuting a fishing
voyage on any of the coasts of the -United States of Ainerica. I- believe United
States fishermen have sold small fish in this neighbourhood, but I cannot state as to
quantity.

" United States vessels do refit in this neighbourhood. I have had a draft for
cost of outfit to then by myself. The supply of bait to United States fishermen by
our people tends to decrease the supply of bait to our own people; an instance,



occurred last season, in the last of the caplin, when a joint crew of Americans and our
people ' thrashed' the cove for the Americans, leaving our own people without bait and
idle in consequence, resulting in great loss to them. I believe that the presence of
the large number of United States fishermen fishing on the banks off our coasts
and well supplied with fresh bait greatly reduces the catch of our local fishermen, and
arn of opinion that the short catch of our local fishernien of codfish the past summer
along our south and west coasts has been caused by the 'bleeding process ' of the
Americans on the banks off our coasts.

(Signed) "IPHILIP PINE."

Sworn before me at Burin Bay, this 8th day of December, 1876,
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Afidavils.

Thonas Beazeley, aged 72 years, fisherman, residing at Burin Bay, Newfound-
land, maketh oath and saith

-'I have been following the fisheries of Newfoundland since I was 16 years of
age. I have seen many United States fishing-vessels in this neighbourhood the pa.st
two years. To a number of 'these I delivered ice during the summer of last year, and
of the ycar previous. Mr. P. Fine deivered ice to a larger number of United Siates
vessels.

" The vessels supplied with ice, and delivered by me in 1876, were as follows:-

Date. Names of v2ssels. Names of Masters. Where from.

July 23 Schooner, Hayward . .. Greenleaf .. .. .. Gloucester.

Gleaner .. Lyous
Aug. 7 ,, Norro Castle Noss ..

,, Lassiat .. . Gorman ... .. ,
12 ,, Einenetta .. Thompson ..

Epslar .. .. Rob. C. Grant
16 ,, Preston . . .. Crow .

David M. Hilton .. Pinkham ..

23 ,, Reporter .. .. Kelly ..

26 ,, Mary Carlisle Greenleaf ..

Proctor Brothers Trevoy
28 ,, Cappola Gayton ..

Algona .. .. .. .. .

Sept. 7 ,, Anderson Santer .. Jas. Jamieson
20 ,, Caralshawz .. Neel M. Phea

J. P. Whitman .. Jerome McDonald

" These American vessels came here to purchase. ice and bait. I delivered the
ice to them, to the extent of 671- tons; for which they paid from 3 to 4 dollars per
ton. They were supplied with fresh bait by our people, as far as they could procure
such.

"It is my opinion that the large number of United States vessels being supplied
with fresh bait, and fishing off Our coast, interferes with the supply of bait to our
local fisherren, and that reduces their catch of codfish.

"I think the short catch of codfish last summer glong our south and west coasts
is attributable to the presence of United States fishermen on the Outer Banks as
aforesaid.

(Signed) "THOMAS BEAZLEY, Sen."

Sworn before me at Burin larbour, this the 15th day of December, A.D. 1876.
(Signed) J. O. iFRsER, Connissioner of Affidavits.

Thomas Grandy, aged 40 years, residing at Belloram, Fortune Bay, fisherman,
maketh oath and saith:-

" I know the fisheries of Newfoundland by having followed the same sitice I was
14 years of age. I have seen a number of United States fishing-vessels in this bay :
this visit being to purchase bait, which they did from the fishermen of this neigh-
bourhood during spring and summer. I have sold these American fishermen fresh
herrings for bait from tire to time. I have baited about eight this ycar, cach vessel
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taking about thirty-five barrels of herrings per trip: in some cases, I have baited
the one vessel for two trips.

" Newfoundland fishermen fish within three miles of the coasts, except in rare
instances, when a few fishermen frequent Lamaline Leagis.

" The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries are inshore fisheries. I never heard tell
of a Newfoundland fishing-vessel fishing on the American coasts. American vessels
do avail of the privilege to refit in this bay.

" There are thrce ice-houses in this bay supplying ice to the Americans for the
preservation of bait. The herrings supplied to the Americans from our fishermen are
taken in large seines of 80 to 120 fathoms, as many as from 800 to 1,000 barrels being
inclosed at one time. These herrings are kept inclosed in the seines from one week to
six weeks waiting purchasers. American fishermen buy herrings from persons having
herrings thus 'barred.' When herrings thus inclosed cannot be sold, the same is
taken up and the herrings are set at liberty, as I believe uninjured. Some winters
more than three-fourths of the herrings taken are caught in seines. I believe the
winter herring fishery to be a benefit to the people. The caplin bait to the French is
a benefit to the people of Fortune Bay and of Placentia Bay.

(Signed) " THOMAS GRANDY."

Sworn before me at St. Jacques, Ne-wfoundlanl, this 6th day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J; O. FRAsER, Comni.ssioner of Afidavits.

John Rose, aged 44 years, fisherman, residing at Belloram, Fortune Bay, New-
foundland, maketh oath and saith:-

"I am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland, having prosecuted the
same for upwards of twenty years.

"American fishing-vessels have been observed by me in this neighbourhood.
"'About forty American fishing-vessels have been baited hereabouts the past

season by our fishermen. Over a dozen American vessels were loaded with salt
herrings, and over thirty were loaded with frozen herrings. I did not see half
the American fishing-vessels that I am well informed visited this bay for bait.
Among the vessels seen by me I can name the following :-'W. P. Whitman,'
'W. E. M'Donald,' 'Grace L. Fears,' 'Moro Castle,' 'Magie,' 'Eben,' 'Parsons,'
' Epstas,' schooner over 100 tons, 'IMoses Adams,' 'Reporter,' schooner, 4 Ruth Grove,'
'Frank Butler,' ' M. D. Witheral,' ' Mary Carlyle,' ' Belerophon,' ' Carrie S. Doyle,'
'Thomas Rye,' ' Serene,' schooner, all from Gloucester.

"I have sold bait to several of these American fishing-vessels, but cannot say
how much ; the price paid for -herrings is generally 1 dollar per barrel.

"lNewfoundland fishermen catch cod-fish in this bay within three miles of the
shore. The Newfoundland fisheries are all inshore, except the seal fishery. Caplin,
herrings, and squids are taken in the coves close to the shore.

"No Newfoundland vessels that I have heard of, or know anything about, go
fishing on any of the coasts of the United States inshore.

" American fishermen have this year sold -what they call small cod-fish to our
people, who do not consider such fish small. I am not informed as to what quantity
was sold and purchased, nor what prices were paid.

"American fishing-vessels are accustomed tâ refit in this neighbourhood when
necessary.

" There are between 250 and 300 schooners catching bait in this bay to supply
French bankers at St. Pierre. The average quantity of bait supplied by each schooner
would be about 100 barrels herrings ; they frequently have 400 and 500, and they
make each from two to four trips. The quantity of caplin supplied to the French
by the schooners referred to by me would be about 200 hogsheads for each
schooner.

"The price paid for herrings thus supplied the French varies from 2 to 30 fr. per
barrel; 10 fr. being a fair average; for caplin, the average would be about -10 f r.
per hogshead.

"There are in this neighbourhood great conveniences for .preserving ice,·which
abounds in the .ponds close to the salt water ; five such ice-houses are erected in this
bay, wbich are used to preserve ice for sale to American fishermen, who :largely avail
-of the same for the preservation of fresh bait purchased from our fishermen. ' The



number of American fishermen frequenting theF. quarters we expect will be largely
incrcased.

(Signed) "JOHN ROSE."

Sworn before me at Belloram, the 6th day of November, 1870.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

George Rose, aged 5- years, maketh oath and saith that he resides at Little Bay,
Fortune Bay, fisherinan:-

"I have become acquainted with the Newfoundland fisheries by following the
same for forty years.

"I bave observed United States fishing vessels in the neighbourhood about twenty
this year. Among these I caun name 'W. J. Sawyer,' James Ardland, master, of South
Port, United States. Another commauded by Captain M'Donald. Another, the
'Geltisburg,' Robert Grant, master, the ' City of Glo'ster,' Mitchell, master, of Cape
Ann, and the 'Pottingale,' Hector M'Kenzie or IM'Keen, master, of Cape Ann.

"The vessels I saw in the neighbourhood came to purchase bait, which they
procured.

"I have sold bait to United States fishing vessels. I have baited six of such
vesselis, supplying each vessel with fifty barrels of herrings, for which I was paid from
20 dols. to 35 dols. each vessel.

" Newfoundland fishermen fish within three miles of the shore ; the Newfoundland
fishery is an inshore fishery.

"The caplin, herring, and squid -fishery is inshore. Squid sometirmes are taken
a mile from the land, but generally are taken in the coves of the different bays.

"I never heard tell of a Newfoundland vessel on the United States coast.
"About thirty American vessels frequent Fortune Bay for the purchase of frozen

herring in winter, which they purchase because they eau purchase cheaper than they
can catch. American fishermen do refit these vessels as required in their visits to these
parts.

"I do think that the supply of fresh bait to the Americans, who fish in large
numbers on the banks off our coast, help greatly to shorten the catch of our local
fishermen, and that the short catch on our south-western shores this summer bas been
caused by the extra number of Americans thus engaged. My opinion is that the
Americans do more harm this way than the French. We eau sec the difference marked
by the facts of this ycar and last.

"-l estimate that there are about 200,000 barrels of herrings annually supplied to
the French at St. Pierre from this bay; the value of'this bait vould be 1,600,000 fr.
In addition to this they take caplin and squids, the value of which I an unacquainted
with.

"'There are several ice-houses in this neighbourhood. American fishing vessels
avail of these for the preservation of bait, but I cannot say to what extent. I am
informed that a larger number of American vessels will next year visit these parts for
bait and ice than they did this; for vhich, I understaud, arrangements bave been
made between American captains and residents on these shores.

(Signed) "GEORGE ROSE."

Sworn before me at Jersey Harbour, Fortune Bay, the 4th November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Aflidavils.

Richard M'Grath, aged 50 years, Sub-Collector Ier Majesty's Customs, residing
at O'Derin, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith:-

"I am acquainted with the Newfoundland fisheries by having prosecuted the
same for fifteen years.

"I have scen United States vessels in this neighbourhood. In 18741 four or five
of these vessels called in at the back of O'Derin Island, having procured ice at Burin,
and twelve miles from here hauled caplin for bait; they also purchased a few barrels,
but principally they bauled their supply. Whether this waus donc exclusively by
themselves or with the aid of local fishermen I cannot say.

"The Newfoundland fishermen generally catch codfish withing two miles of the
shores. The codfish, herring, and squid fisheries for bait are inshore fisheries ; squid
being exceptionally taken several miles from the shore.



"I never heard of a Newfoundland fishing vessel fishing on aniy of the coasts of
the United States of America.

"I am of opinion that the presence of the large number of United States vessels
fishing on the banks off our coasts with fresh bait interferes with and tends to reduce
the catch of our local fishermen. The effect of baiting the banks with fresh bait I
consider can cause no other result than to attract codfish and prevent it passing on
towards our shores, and am of opinion that the supply of fresh bait to 'United States
vessels by our fishermen should be put a stop to as far as practicable.

(Signed) "iRICHD. Mc GRATH, Sub-Collector."

Sworn before me at O'Derin, this 16th day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Cominissioner of Afidavits.

William George Bradshaw, Preventive Officer Her Majesty's Customs, residing at
Placentia, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith:-

"I am 36 years of age, and have resided all my lfe at Placentia, during which
time I have had frequent opportunities of becoming acquainted with the fisheries of
Newfoundland.

" I have observed a number of United States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood
last summer. The following United States fishing vessels were duly entered at my
office and paid light dues, viz., ' David A. Storey,' Ryan, ' City of Gloucester,' Howard,
'Sultana,'' Baily;' ' W. J. King,' J. King ; ' M. H. Perkins,' M. K. Ines; ' Barbara,'
M'Aulay; 'Burnham,' Nickerson; 'Whitton,' M'Aulay; ' Oceanic,' Morrisey; all from
Gloucester. The 'Centre,' ' Magic,' 'lHenry C. M'Kay,' 'Laura,''Nelson,' and 'Jessie
Blondale' paid liglit dues elsewhere.

"These vessels I supplied with ice, each with three to four tons at 4 dols. per ton;
and from 25 to 30 barrels fresh herrings each trip, at 1 dol. per barrel.

"The masters of these United States vessels never call at my office, nor make any
inquiries for the Customs Office with a view to enter their vessels and pay light dues,
but do all they can to avoid the Customs authorities. In all cases I am obliged to
follow them up by boarding them, which I do frequently at great inconvenience.

(Signed) "W. G. BRADSHAW, Preventive Ofjjcer."
Sworn before me at Placentia, Newfoundland, this 24th day of December, 1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Commissioner of Affldavits.

James E. Croucher, aged 56 years, merchant and trader, residing at Great
Placentia, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith that:-

<I am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by twenty-six years' expe-
rience of the same. I have observed several United States fishing vessels in this
harbour the past summer, and elsewhere I observed a great number of such vessels,
especially at iolyrood, where I saw twelve or fifteen in August.

" Those vessels visit these shores for ice and fresh bait, -which generally they
purchase from our fishermen.

" Newfoundland fishermen generally catch cod-fish within two miles of the shore.
The Newfoundland fishery is an inshore fishery. The caplin, herring, and squid
fisheries prosecuted for the purposes of bait are all inshore fisheries.

"I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel having been on a fishing voyage to
the United States' coasts ; that is to say, south of the entrance to the Bay of Fundy, and
referring to inshore, not deep-sea fisheries.

" American fishermen sold a small lot of cod-fish and oil this summer to my
knowledge, amounting to about 32 dols.

"I saw one United States fishing vessel at anchor off St. Shotts, near Cape Pine,
inside of three miles of the shore, her crew fishing on doreys, and doing well.
American vessels do refit in this harbour when. necessary. They did so the past
summer, but I cannot say to what extent.

"I consider that the supply of bait to United States vessels interferes withthe supply
of bait to our local fishermen.- Last spring Mr. lemming's boat hauled about seventy
barrels herrings, from which three of our boats were loaded, and, having gone to the
grounds, made good catches, averaging thirty quintals per boat.· The remaining
portion of the herrings aforesaid were sold to United States fishermen at 1 doL; so
that local boats applying for bait from this source could not get any, and wee



consequently short of the catch made by the lhoats baited as aforesaid. The same
thing happened in numerous other cases.

" The presence of the large number of Jnited States vessels using fresh bait and
fishing on the banks off our coasts tends greatly to reduce the catch of cod-fish by
our local fishermen, and I am of opinion that the short catch of cod-fish the Past
season along our south and.west coasts has been caused by their operations- sing
on the banks as aforesaid.

" The continuance of the fishery on the banks by United States vessels as now
being prosecuted will be ruinous. to our fishery. Americans fished on their own
grounds until they exhausted the same, and during this time they pretty generally
confined themselves to their own grounds. Now their history in fishing extends over
new ground every year, draining as they go, as witness the cod and halibut fishery at
and about Pass Island. The system of fishery followed by the Amaicans is exhaustive
and destructive to our fishery.

(Signed) &'JAMES E. *CROUCHER."»

Sworn before me at Placentia, Newfoundland, the 24th day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Commissioner of Affidavits..

Matthew Carew, gentleman, aged 36 years, residing at Salmonier, St. Mary's Bay,
Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith

" I have become acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by close observa-
tion during twenty years as supplying clerk and supplier.

" I know of several United States fishing vessels being in this neighbourhood the
past season; they were named ' Silver Spring,' 'E. Tanner,' and others from the United
States of America.

" I believe these vessels bailed. from Gloucester, but of this am not certain. They
called in here for bait and ice, which they intended to purchase from our people and
which they succeeded in partly obtaining. There is an ice-house in this locality where
ice is kept for sale to United States vessels.

" I am of opinion that the supply of bait to the United States fishermen decreases
the- supply to our local fishermen.

" 1 am of decided opinion that the system0 now followed by Americans fishing on
the banks off our coasts, well supplied with fresh bait, serves as a trap to keep the fish
from passing in towards the shore, and thus operates against and reduces the catch of
our local fishermen.

" The effect of the system now followed, if continued, will operate injuriously upon
the fishery of Newfoundland by lessening the catch of codfish. And this is manifest
in the fact that the catch this year has only been twenty quintals per man, whereas,
previous to the three last sunmmers, the catch was never under forty quintals per
man.

(Signed) "M. CAlEW"

Sworn before me at Salmonier, St. Mary's Bay, this 26th IDecember, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

Charles S. Towler. telegraph operator, residing at Placentia, Newfoundland,
maketh oath and saith that:

" I have resided-in Newfoundland twenty years.
"I1 have observed a number of United States vessels inthis neighbourhood; these

vessels came here to purchase ice aid fresh bait. I supplied ice and bait to these
vessels to the extent of 130 tons, for which I was paid 4 dollars per ton.

" The vessels supplied by me with ice and bait as aforesaid the past season, were
the following :-

"'E. E. Turner,' master, Wilson;.. 'IReliance,' Ashwood; 'Sultana,' Bailey;
'Silver Spring,' Grequel; ' Reliance,' (second trip), Ashwooa; ' Charles P. Thompson,'
Burke; 'Davis A. Story,' Ryan; 'City of Gloucester,' Howard; 'Winifred King,'
King ; ' Burnham,' Nickerson ; ' Oceanica,' Memsey ; ' Alfred Whellan,' McAulay ;
'Barbara Fretchel,' McAulay; 'iMagic,' McLean; 'H. C. McKie,' McNeil;
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'Addison Centre,' Jamieson; 'Laura Nelson,' Hall; 'Gussie Blaysdale,' Smith;
' Sultana ' (second trip), Bailey; 'Moses Adams,' Anderson ; with several others, all
from Gloucester.

" The quantity of fresh herrings supplied these vessels amounted to between 200
and 300 barrels at 1 dollar per barrel. Each vessel took from thirty-five to forty
barrels herrings.

" In addition to the bait supplied by me to these United States vessels, I made
further considerable cash payments for the supply and purchase of bait elsewhere.

(Signed) "c. S. FOWLER."

Sworn before me, Placentia, this 24th day of December, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Comnissioner of Affidavits.

John Cluett, aged 52 years, fisherman, residing at Belloram, Fortune Bay, maketh
oath and saith

"I am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland, by being connected with
and following the same upwards of thirty years.

"I have,observed a large number of American fishing vessels in this neighbourhood.
This year there were more than a dozeu such vessels for salt herrings, and thirty for
frozen herrings, and from thirty to forty such vessels for fresh bait. It is quite certain
I did not see all the American vessels that visited the bay for bait.

"Among those vessels were vessels comnanded by four McDonalds, one of whieh
vessels -was ' W. P. Whitman,' another the 'W. G. McDonald,' and another the 'Grace
L. Tears,' Captain Morse of the ' Moro Castle.' Al these vessels were of Cape Anun.
Another-vessel was the 'Magie,' last year commanded by Kelly; this year another
master was in charge, Captain Doyle of the 'Eþen Parsons; ' Captain Robert Grant
eommanded a vessel I think 'was called the ' Epilstàr; ' Captain Hodgeson commanded
a large schooner of over 100 tons, name forgotten. Schooner 'Moses .Adams,'
Anderson master, was another, about 100 tons, ' The Reporter,' David Nicolson,
master, and the' ,' commanded by William Collins, were also among the
vessels referred to by me as in this bay for fresh bait this year. Those vessels and the
others that called here were baited by the fishermen. The ' Ruth Grove,' the ')?rank
Butler,' and the 'W. L. Wetherall,' all of Cape 'Ann, were seen by me among
the vessels baited with fresh bait, as was the 'Mary Carlisle' also baited as aforesaid.

"I have sold bait to a number of these American fishermen; I have sold as much
as 1,000 barrels herrings to these fishing schooners, and sometimes 200 barrels peryear,
but generally average about 500 barrels at 1 dollar per barrel for green herrings.

"Newfoundland fisherman catch cod-fish in this bay within three miles of the
shore. The Newfoundland fishery is an inshore fishery. The caplin and herrings
taken for bait are taken close to our shores in the harbour. Squids are taken within
a few hundred yards of the shore in coves.

" Never heard tell of a Newfoundland fishing vessel fishing on the American
coasts.

" American fishermen this year have sold to our people cod-fish that they called
small, but that we consider good size. I do not know what quantity. The price was
seven shillings per cwt.

"I have known of American fishing vessels refitt'ng in this neigbbourhood.
"I estimate that there are over 250 schooners catching bait in this bay, which

they carry to St Pierre to bait the French bankers. These schooners would average
not less than 100 barrels. They frequently have 400. Those schooners generally
mak-e from two to four trips. I speak of herring bait.

" The caplin supplied to the French for bait is hauled between Grand Bank west
of Garnish and Ferryland, except what is hauled about Miquelon, where British
schooners are allowed to haul caplin for French bankers.

" The quantity of caplin supplied the French by the 250 schooners referred to by
me I estimate at 200 hogsheads each schooner, I cannot say anything about the
quantity of squids supplied.

"The price paid for herrings furnished the French varies from 2 fr. to 30 fr.
per barrel, but think 10 fr. a fair average. For caplin the average would be about
10 fr. a hogshead.

" There are conveniences in this bay for supplying the American fishermen with



ice for the preservation of fresh hait. There 'are five such ice-houses in this hav.
specially built to preserve bait for American fishermen.

(Signed) "JOHN CLUET'"

Swora before me at -Bellorr.m this 6th day of November A.D. 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of AIfdavits.

Joseph Coady, aged 22 years, residing at Long Harbour, Fortune Bay, during
fishing season, maketh statement:-

"That I know the Newfoundland fisheries by connection therewith during the
past four years.

"I have seen a number of United States fishing vessels in Fortune Bay, some-
times four or five a day, but I kept no account of them. These vessels al came to
purchase hait, and they did purchase fresh herrings for hait.

"I bave sold bait to American fishing vessels. This year I baited one, but forget
ber name. I sold ber about forty barrels. I forget what she paid for this bait, it was
so small for the lot.

"I consider the Newfoundland fisheries are insbore; a few exceptional instances
only occurring where fishery is prosecuted outside three miles of the shore.

" The herring, caplin, and squid fisheries for the purpose of hait are all inshore
fisheries.

"Never heard of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting this or any fishery on the
United States' coasts.

" About thirty-six vessels frequent Fortune Bay in winter for the purchase of
herrings to freeze. These herrings they always purchase from our fishermen. They
take a cargo when they can get them.

" I never saw an American vessel fishing for cod-fish or other fish within three
miles of the shore.

"I cannot say whether the supply of bait to the United States vessels decreases
the supply to local fishermen.

" I cannot express an opinion as to -what effect upon our fishery the presence of
United States fishing vessels on the outer banks may bave, nor whether the short
fishery the past scason bas been caused by their fishing operations.

"Il consider there are from 250 to 300 United States vessels frequenting Fortune
Bay every year for the purchase oft hait.

"I have an ice-house at Long Harbour where ice is kept for sale to United States
fishing vessels. Last summer we iced five vessels, all United States vessels ; they
taking from three to five tons each, for which they paid 3 dols. 50 c.

(Signed) "JOSEPH COADY."

Signed before me at St. Pierre, November 21, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FiAsER, Comniüsioner of Affidavits.

Statement of William Burke, agcd 59 years, fisherman and planter, residing at
St. Jacques, Newfoundland:-

"My acquaintance with the fisheries of Newfoundland is derived from having
prosecuted the same since I was 8 years of age. I have observed United States
fishing-vessels in this neighbourhood. Last winter there were about forty; this
summer I observed over fifty United States fishing-vessels in this bay. In summer
these vessels*make from two to four trips fron the bank for bait. I cannot name the
vessels, but know the names of the captains, and ean naime Captain Norse, Captain
Jerome McDonneil, Captain William MeDonnell, Captain Stapleton, Captain Ronald
McDonald, Captain I)eagle, Captain Cunningham.

" The tonnage of these vesselis would be from 75 to 100 tons.
"These vessels all come to this neighbourhood for fresh bait, which they purchase

in summer from our fishermen. The vessels arriving late in the laU come to purchase
frozen herrings.

I have sold fresh bait to United States fishing-vessels. They take from twenty-
five to forty barrels of herrings each vessel per trip to the banks. I baited twenty-
five of these United States fishing-vessels throughout last sumner. The price paid
per vessel each trip was from 25 to 50 dollars, paid in gold. First arrivals, when bait
was searce, paid 3 dollars per barrel for fresh herrings.



"Newfoundland fishermen catch fish almost wholly within three miles of the
shores. The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries of this country are inshore fisheries.
Squid sometimes are taken outside three miles, but generally and almost wholly within
that distance, being taken by Newfoundland fishermen in the coves and harbours
along the coasts, as is the herring and caplin used for bait or other purposes. I never
heard of a Newfoundland fishing-vessel prosecuting the fishery on any of the coasts of
the United States of A.merica.

" American fishermen have sold what we cail medium sized green fish in this
neighbourhood. We purchased about 100 quintals of such fish this year at 7s.
per cwt.

"The Americans have not availed of the privilege to catch herring, preferring
to purchase, as they do not understand hauling along shore. In one instance only do
we know of their having a herring seine -with them, which they gave to our fishermen
to use.

" American fishermen do not catch halibut within thrce miles of our coast.
There is very little halibut taken about Pass Island; American vessels do not frequent
Pass Island.

l We never saw an American vessel catching fish within three miles of the.
shore.

" American vessels do refit their vessels when they come in from the bankt. We
have sold them goods and provisions. Do not know of their ever having transshipped
any cargo in a.Newfoundland port.

" The supply of bait to Americans has not hurt the supply to our own fishermen.
I cannot say what effect upon our local fishery the supply of bait to the American
fishermen may have. Cannot say what bas caused the short fishery this year on the
Newfoundland coasts.

" From 25,0001. to 40,0001. is the average of the money paid by the French for
herrings supplied in spring; this I estimate to be nearly the quantity.

" Caplin I value about the same for the bait supplied French bankers. Squids are
supplied to the Trench bankers in large quantities, but I cannot give figures.

" There are conveniences here about for the supply of ice to 'United States
fishing-vessels. I and my crew sold them 100 tous of ice last summer.

(Signed) "WILLIAM BURKE, his N mark."

Declared before me at St. Jacques, Newfoundland, this 6th day of November,
1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavils.

The above statement was made in my presence, the whole of which I endorse and
know to be true.

(Signed) PATRICK BURK:E, bis M mark.

Thomas Pine, aged 56 years, fisherman, resides at English Hlarbour in Fortune
Bay, maketh oath and saith:-

'' That he bas become acquainted with the Newfoundland fisheries by prosecuting
the same since he was about fifteen years old. I have seen," he says, " United States
fishing vessels in this neighbourhood. I have seen about forty such vessels this year,
but did not trouble about their names or where particularly they hailed from, but
knew they were American, that is, United States fishing vessels. These vessels came
here to purchase bait, which generally they are able to purchase. I have sold bait to
American fishing vessels. I did so this spring. When I speak of American vessels ·I
mean 'United States vessels. The supply by me this spring was to the extent of my
share in a herring seine, which supplied three vessels with from thirty to forty barrels
of herrings each vessel; the price paid vas from 5s. to 6s. Newfoundland fishermen
generally catch cod-fish within three miles of the shore. The Newfoundland fishery
is an inshore fishery. I never knew of a Newfouudland vessel being on a fishing
voyage on the 'United States coasts anywhere within three miles of any headland on
said coasts.

" About thirty or forty United States vessels. frequent this bay ini winter for the
purchase of frozen herrings; they do not catch, but purchase such herrings, finding it
cheaper to do so. The quantity of frozen herrings taken by these vessels varies from,
400 to 700 barrels.



"United States -fishing vessels do avail of the 'portunity to refit their vessels,
as required in their visits to this neighbourhood.

"I conmider that the supply of bait to United States fishing vessels in spring
shortens the supply of bait to Newfoundland fishermen. It sometimes happens that
seines inclose as many as 1,200 to 1,500 barrels of herrings, which are thus secured for
as many as six weeks waiting sale to the United States fishermen; and where this is
the case with a number of seines puntsmen have a small chance to provide themselves
with necessary bait·by the use of nets, and are frequently left to the mercy of seine.
owners, who have herrings inclosed.

" I am of decided opinion that the large number of United States fishing vessels
on the banks off our coasts interferes with and reduces the catch of Newfoundland
fishermen. I cannot attribute the short catch of cod-fish by Newfoundland fishermen
along our south-western shores this year to any other cause than the number of
United States fishermen on the banks manuring the ground with fresh bait and thus
preventing the fish moving to our shores.

" A very large quantity of fresh bait is annually sent to St. Pierre from this bay,
but I cannot say what quantity.

" There are four ice-houses in this neighbourhood for supplying ice tO United
States fishing vessels for the preservation of fresh bait. United States vessels availed
thenselves thereof as they found necessary, but to what extent I cannot speak.

(Signed) " THOMAS PINE, his X mark"

Sworn before me at English Harbour, Fortune Bay, Newfoundland, this 7th day
of November, 1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Afldavits.

John Evans, aged 43 years, fisherman, residing at English Ilarbour, Fortune Bay,
Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith that

" 1 know the fisheries of Newfoundland by following the same for thirty years.
" I have seen United States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood. A large

fleet of such vessels frequent these parts for bait. I should say not less than 100 sail.
These vessels run from about 60 to 100 tons, they came here to purchase bait, and
did purchase bait.

" I have sold bait to United States fishing vessels, and have baited altogether
some seven or eight vessels, the price being about 25 dols. per vessel. Each vessel
takes from 30 to 70 barrels of herrings.

" Newfoundland fishermen catch fish within three miles of the shore. The New-
foundland fishery is au inshore fishery The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries are
inshore fisheries, being taken in the coves and harbours of the coasts.

" I do not know of a Newfoundland fishing vessel having been on a fLshing
voyage on the United States coasts.

" I do not know whether *United States fishermen have •sold any small fish or
other fishery produce in this neighbourhood. -

·" About thirty American vessels frequent Fortune Bay in winter for herrings.
They purchase these herrings from the residents, and never catch thern for themselves.
The halibut fishery followed by the United States fishing vessels about Pass Island
has been abandoned during late years.

" I have not heard of American fishing vessels trying to catch fish on the
Newfoundland inshore fishery.

"American fishing vessels do refit in this neighbourhood when required.
"I consider that the system followed of c barring ' large quantities of berrings for

sale to the Americans does interfere injuriously with the supply of bait for our local
fishermen; the spawning of the herring is thus affected, which cannot act otherwise
than hurtful to the supply for local purposes.

"l am of opinion that the supply of fresh bait to the United States fishermen
who line the banks off our coasts therewith prevents the fish passing in to our fishing
grounds, and thus injuriously affects the catch of our people.

"Il am of opinion that the short catch of cod-fish on our south-western coasts this
summer has been caused by the United States fishing vessels fishing on the Outer
Banks. I can attribute the short catch to no other cause. I know the fish is not on
the shore, else it would be caught, as there are al sorts of contrivances for catching
fish.

"There are conveniences for the supply of ice for. preserving bait in this bay.
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" I know of six ice-houses. The United States fishermen avail of such ice for
preservation of their fresh bait, but to what extent I cannot say.

" The American fishing vessels bait in this bay four and five times every summer.
About a fortnight between each baiting. .

(Signed) " JOHN EVANS, his M mark."

Sworn before me at English Harbour, Fortune Bay, Newfoundland, November 8,
1876.

(Signed) J. O. FR&SER, Commissioner of Afjdarits.

Thomas Evans maketh oatb and saith that he is "39 years of age, is a fisherman,
and resides at Englishi Harbour, in Fortune Bay.

"I have become acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by the yearly and
constant pursuit thercof during the last twenty-four years.

"I have seen a large numbe- of American fishing vessels in this neighbourhood
during this year; I estimate I have seen thirty of such vessels. I am aware that a
number besides what I have seen were in the neighbourhood. I do not know the
names of any of these vessels, not having boarded them. The vessels I saw were here
for the purchase of bait, and they did bait their vessels.

"I have sold bait to United States fishing vessels. I think to twelve vessels
about forty and fLfty barrels of herrings each, for -which I was paid 80 to 100 c. per
barrel.

"The catch of vessels referred to as visiting this neighbourhood for bait consists
of cod-fish and halibut, the value of which I have had no means of ascertaining,
nor as to whether any portion of such catch was taken within three miles of the shore.

"Newfoundland fishermen catch cod-fish within a mile of the shore, except i
occasional instances when they go off three or four miles.

" The Newfoundland fishery is an inshore fishery; caplin, herring, and squid used
for bait by Newfoundland fishermen are all caught close to shore in the various coves
and harbours, and is never taken by them at a greater distance than three miles from
the shore.

" I do not kno w of any Newfoundland vessel being on a fishing voyage to the
United States coasts.

" About thirty American vessels visited this neighbourhood last -winter for the
purchase of frozen herrings; I do not know of any American vessel catching her
bait; they find it cheaper to purchase from Newfoundland fishermen.. The quantity of
frozen herrings taken by these vessels referred to will run from 350 barrels to 600
barrels.

"Americans have not fished for halibut in the vicinity of Pass Island the last
two years; they used previously to do so; I am unacquainted with the quantities
taken or the value. They purchase turbot in this neighbourhood, but do not catch
themselves.

"Americans avail of the existing privilege to refit their vessels when needed.
"I am of opinion that the presence of so many American vessels fishing on the

banks off our coasts, well supplied with fresh bait, with which they manure the
ground, tends to attract the fish and prevent it visiting the Newfoundland coasts and
shores, as it otherwise would do in quest of bait, and thus the catch of local
fishermen is greatly reduced. This opinion is a common one among Newfoundland
fishermen.

"The scarcity of fish along our south-western coasts this sunmmer has, I think,
been caused by the Americans fishing on the Outer Banks as aforesaid, in larger
numbers than formerly.

" There are six vessels from English Harbour engaged yearly in supplying the
French with bait. The average supply of each of these vessels would be about 400
barrels of herring and about 250 hegsheads of caplin each craft, and 40,000 squids
among the six crafts referred to. I have understood that the total amount paid by
the French for herring bait is 30,0001., and for caplin bait 20,0C0.; for squids I am
not informed what is paid; I know that last fall 20,000 squids were sold for 18 frs.
per hundred.

" There are ice-bouses in this neighbourhood from which ice is- supplied to
American fishermen for the preservation of bait; the number of such ice houses- is
four, one being at St. Jaques, one at Belloram, one at Bay de Nord Brook, and one at
Long Harbour.



" I know that Americans availed of this ice to some extent, but not to the extent
they desired, because of inferior quality of the ice, owing to some defect in the houses,
which I understand will be remedied next year.

(Signed) " TBIOMAS EVANS, his > mark."

Sworn to before me at English IIarbour this 4th day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissianer of Affidavits.

Samuel Fiander of Coomb's Cove, in Fortune Bay, maketh oath and saitb is
44 years fisherman.

" I bave become acquainted with the fisberies of Newfoundland from being
engaged in their prosecution since I was twelve years of age.

"I have observed a large number of American fishermen in Fortune Bay during
the present year, about fifty vessels. The ' Grace L. Tears,' commanded by Captain
McDouald, was one of such vessels ; the 'IEdmund Parsons,' commanded by Captain
Saunders, was another of such vessels, both hailing from Gloucester. I did not
paiticularly remark the names of the other vessels referred to. The two vessels named
were about 70 tons each, and the others first named were from about 70 to about 100
tons. These vessels came to buy bait froni British fishermen, and they did purchase
bait as aforesaid.

"I have sold bait to American fishing vessels. I have baited eight such vessels
this present year, about fifty barrels each vessel, the rate paid for baiting being from
20 to 30 dols. for each vessel.

"The Newfoundland fishery is an inshore fishery. The caplin and hen.ings used
for bait are aUl taken inshore. Squids occasionally are taken a mile from the coasts,
but generally they are taken a few hundred yards f rom the shore.

"I do not know of any Newfoundland fishing vessel taking fish or trying to take
fish on any of the coasts of the United States of America.

"About twenty-five sail of American vessels have frequented Fortune Bay for
the purchase of frozen herrings; they do not catch for themuselves, tinding it cheaper
to buy from Newfoundland fishermen.

"Formerly American fshernen used to catch large quantities of balibut about
Pass Island in this Bay.

"Captain McDonald got a lioad. there. A British war ship stopped their fishing
for halibut, and they have Ûot since renewed it. American fishermen frequent this
neighbourhood regularly in passing to and from. Newfoundland fishermen do catch
a large quantity of halibut about Pass Island.

"I am aware that the supply of bait to American fishermen aets injuriously
upon Newfoundland, by attracting fish outside and preventing it coming in towards
the shore.

" I think the short catch of fish on the south and west coasts of Newfoundland is
caused by the Americans fishing on the Outer Banks.

" This neighbourhood offers great facilities for the preservation of ice, which I am
aware has been largely supplied to American fishermen for the preservation of bait
purchased from Newfoundland fisbermen as aforesaid.

(Signed) "SAMUEL FIANDER, his >< mark."

Sworn before me at Ilarbour Breton, the 3rd day of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Conmissioner of Affidavits.

Philip Fiander, age d 43 years, fisherman, residing at English Iarbour, Fortune
Bay, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith that:-

"I am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland by baving prosecuted the
same for twenty-five years and upwards. I bave seen a large number of American
fishing schooners in this neighbourhoed during the past summer; probably over a
hundred sail of from 60 or 70 tons to 105 tons. These vessels canie to this bay for
fresh bait, which they purchased; in no instance that I know of did tbey catch or
haul bait for themselves. I have sold bait to these vessels, but can't say what
quantity; they paid from 25 dols. to 30 dols. per vessel for such bait each trip,
that is, fron thirty to sixty barrels herrings.

"The fishermen of Newfoundland prosecute the fisheries within three miles of
the shore; except in rare instances they do not go beyond this distance. The



Newfoundland fisheries are inshore -âsheries. The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries
of this country are inshore fisheries, being taken in coves and harbours along the
coasts. I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel having prosecuted a fishing voyage
on any of the coasts of the 'United States of America, within three miles of their
coasts.

" About thirty American vessels frequent this neighbourhood in winter for
herrings, which they purchase from our local fishermen, but do not catch for them-
selves.

" American fishermen used to fish for halibut about Pass Island, but they have
latterly abandoned this fishery.

" I do not know of any United States vessels trying to catch fish on the New.
foundland inshore fishing grounds.

" American fishing vessels avail of the privilege to refit their vessels in this
neighbourhood on their visits from the Banks.

"I am of opinion that the practice followed of 'barring' large quantities of
herrings for sale to United States fishing vessels acts injuriously upon the supply of
bait to local fishermen.

" Some ten or twelve large seines this summer at Long Harbour had each from
500 to 1,000 barrels herrings inclosed, which were thereby confmed for four and five
weeks waiting sale to the United States fishing vessels expected. iEvery morning it
was necessary to overhaul these. seines to free the seines of the herrings meshing
during the night, and thus a very large quantity was left dead under the seines;
washed on shore they rotted in the strand and were very offensive,

" I am of opinion that the large number of United States fishermen fishing on
the. bank-s off our coasts prevents the fish striking towards our shores, and this siortens
the catch of our fishermen.

" I do consider that the short catch of cod-fishi this summer along our south-
western coasts is mainly attributable to the presence of the large number of United
States fishing, vessels on the banks, I know of no other cause accounting for the short
catch this year.

" There are five or six ice-houses in this neighbourhood -which supply ice to
United States fishing vessels for the preservation of fresh bait as they require it.. I
can't say to what extent.

" About thirty United States vessels frequent this bay to purchase frozen herrings
in winter; their cargoes being from 500 to 1,000 barrels each. They purchase these
herrings from the people and have not caught for themselves.

(Signed) "iPHILIP FIANDER, his > mark."

Sworn to before me at English Harbour, Fortune Bay, Newfoundland, this
Sth day of November, 1876.

(Signed) J. O. TRA.SER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

John Harris, aged 48 years, fisherman and ferryman, residing at Great Harbour,
Connaign Bay, Newfoundla.nd, maketh oath and saith:

"I am acquainted with the fisheries of Newfoundland from having in one way
and another prosecuted the same since I was 10 years of age. I have scen a number
of United States vessels in this bay every year; but cannot state the number nor give
names, it being no particular business of mine. The United States vessels seen by
me in this neighbourhood came here for the purchase of frozen herrings in winter,
and of fresh herrings in summer. I have not myself sold bait to -United States
vessels. Until they exhausted the fishery, 'United States fishing vessels regularly
frequented the neighbourhood where they caught halibut and codfish; chiefly catching
halibut and frequently fishing for turbot.

" Latterly United States vessels visit this neighbourhood only for frozen herrings
in winter, and fresh herrings for' bait in summer. They purchase what bait they
require for half .nothing from Newfoundland fishermen : I call a dollar a barrel half
nothing, but at times they only give half that price for fresh herrings.- It. is my
opinion that American fishermen destroyed the halibut fishery about Pass Island.
Until recently our fishermen used to catch large quanties of halibut about Pass Island,
but now scarcely any are to be had.

" Newcioundland fishermen catch codfish within one and two miles of the shore,;
the Newfoundland.fishery is an inshore fishery.

"The caplin, herring, and squid fisheries prosecuted for bait by Newfoundland



fishermen are inshore fisheries, and are generally followed in the coves and harbours
along the coasts.

" I never heard of a Newfoundland vessel prosecuting any fishery on any of the
coasts of the United States of America.

" About forty to fifty American vessels frequent Fortune Bay in winter for frozen
herrings, which they purchase from Newfoundland fishermen, taking a full cargo
when they can procure them. The supply of fresh bait to United States vessels bas the
effect of reducing the supply of bait to local fishermen. Large seines are used to
supply the Americans, inclosing from 800 to over 1,000 barrels each, and so retained
from four to eight weeks until opportunity offers to sell to United States vessels. It
is found more difficult ·to net herrings while these large quantities are retained in
seines, and as this happens in the best hauling grounds in the neighbourhood, local
fishermen often come short.

"The 'barring' of herrings is most injurious in many respects, and cannot be
practised without destroying large quantities of herrings, and even when herrings
thus inclosed are set free they are not much good afterwards, and certainly are useless
for spawning that season. I have no doubt whatever but that the United States fishing
vessels on the banks off our coasts, well supplied with fresh bait, acts injuriously upon
the local catch of codfish, and reduces to an alarming extent the catch of Newfonndland
fishermen, and to this cause we all attribute the short catch the past summer by our
fishermen along our soutb--western coasts.

" I have not in any former year known of such a general run of small .fish as
marks the character of the fishery the past season.

(Signed) "JOHN HARRIS, his Ñ mark."

Sworn before me at Great Harbour, Connaigre Bay, Newfoundland, this 14th day
of November, 1876.

(Signed) J. O. FRASER, Commissioner of Affidavits.

Snook Cairns, aged forty years, fishermen, residing at Great Jervis, Newfoundland,
maketh oath and saith:-

"I have followed the fisheries since I was ten years of age. I have seen United
States fishing vessels in this neighbourhood. The past summer I saw thrce; the
'Etta E. Turner' was one, the 'Blue Wave,' of Marble Head, was another. The three
schooners were about 50 tons. They came to purchase bait in Bay Despair. I sold
bait to these three vessels; one of them thirty-four barrels; the otber two between
them bad about ninety barrels herrings. The price paid was 1 dollar per barrel.

"Newfoundland fishermen catch cod-fish within three miles of the shore. The
Newfoundland fishery is an inshore fishery. The caplin, herrings, and squid fisheries
are inshore fisheries. Never heard of a Newfoundland vessel fishing on any of the
coasts of the United States of America.

" I believe there are over forty United States vessels frequent Fortune Bay for
frozen herrings and salted herrings. I think the large number of American fishing-
vessels fishing on the Banks is-very hurtful to our local fishery. They are constantly
supplied with fresh bait. The Frencli use salt; and doubtless the fresh bait used on
the ground attracts the fish more than the salt, and prevents its passing in for the
shore.

" I think the American fishermen this summer on the Banks have affected our
local fishery injuriously, and that the short catch this year is attributable to their
operations on the Banks.

(Signed) "SNOOK CAIRNS, bis X mark."

Sworn before me, at Great Jervis, Newfoundland, 11th of November, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. TRASER, Commissioner of Affidatits.

Richard Rose, aged seventy years, residing at Great Harbour, Connaigre Bay, in
Fortune Bay, Newfoundland, maketh oath and saith:-

" I have followed the fishery in Newfoiindland since I was ten or twelve years of
age,.and know every turn of it.

" have observed many American fisbing vessels in this neighbourhood. Until
the last year and a half I have scen large numbers of United States fishing vessels
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fishing for halibut and cod-fish within two miles of Pass Island. They would cover
over a mile of ground with their trawls, sometimes taking them a whole day to
overhaul their trawls. These American vessels would have from 400 to 500 quintals
codfish and halibut, they then catching chiefly mother fish, They have given this
fish up lately, because they have exhausted the fishery, leaving us nothing worth
looking for.

" I believe the supply of fresh bait to 'United States vessels decreases the supply
of bait to Newfoundland fishermen. I know that the Americans fishing on the
Banks off our coasts with fresh bait keeps the fish from striking in towards our shores,
and very largely reduces the catch of our fisbermen. The short fishery this year is
certainly owing to this cause. After a few years, if these Americans follow the bank
fishery as presently prosecuted, there will be no fish caught in this bay.

"The practice of seining herrings and cod-fish at one time frightens al herrings
from our nets, so that we cannot catch bait required for the voyage. lerrings seined
are taken before spawning, to the loss of our people. YTormerly our catch was 80 to
100 quintals per man. This year it will not go to 40 quintals.

(Signed) "-RICHARD ROSE, his X mark."

Sworn before me at Great Harbour, Newfoundland, November 14, 1876.
(Signed) J. O. FRAsER, Commissioner of Affidavits.


