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EpvcaTtion DEPAnmnNT,
: _ Halifax, M_a.rch, 1876.

To THE HoNORABLE THE ProvinciaL SECRETARY.
<
SIR,--

Special Academies, for th

report contains, in. the appen ices, that of the Commiesioners of Schools

for the City of Halifax, the report of the Princi | of the Normal
‘School, and those of the Inspectors of Schools for e several counties,

The Reports and Statistical tables here presented will, I am happy
to say, show that oup various educational interests are keeping pace
with the growing demands of the Province, and that the opposition to
Lour excellent system of Public Instruction 80 long & serious hi drance,
is now scarcely felt, and that, with rare exceptions, men of all parties

* and creeds appreciate:the blessings which our Public Schools bring to
every man’s home,. | g ' :

5

SCHOOL SECTIONS AND SCHOOLS,

ambition on the part of parents to have school privileges nearer home,
and therefore available & much larger part of &e year. With this -
object in view large sections are eagh year divided, and new schools
established, and consequently the attendance becomes -more lar,
and, in most' cases, . This ambition, -however,ig not always
wisely exercised, nor is g

j best interest of education always jromoted
byit. It cerhiplz is very desirable to have the uﬁohon hool as near
as possible, but when » mere local advan 8go is obtained, at the

ense of a much better school situate at 4 little increased dista ce, it

mes & 1088 ; as no advant of a local character only, can com-
te for the abserice ofa ':3 qualified teacher. A nioqlﬁﬁ:l 0y
with an inferior teacher, i & poor recompens for a better ong, although
distant. This division, though in some instar premature, is never-
& . : : { i
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theless, on the whole, an indication of a commendable ambition to
brinf the school so near the' pupils, that every child may enjoy to
the fullest extent, the advantages so wisely provided. Commissioners
and Inspectors will find it a most important part of their duty to
‘watch tEis branch of our School work, aid to check a tendency to a
division of Sections when in their judgment it must result in harm,
Last year 183 sections were reported as having no school any part
of the year.. The number of such sections has from -year fo year,
been gradually diminishing ; in 1872 it was 250, in 1873 it was r:du-
ced to 208, in 1874 it was.210, and in 1876 we had but 183 sections
without schools. - We earnestly hoped the regular decrease would be
uninterrupted till the smallest possible number was reached. Our
hopes for the past year have not been realized, as in 1876 there were
186 sections without school. ~Casting the eye along Table I it will be
observed that for the entire year there Was an increase of school, 14
and 11, being the numbets given for the 'winter and summer terms

respectively, in-advance of 1873, leaving us to draw the inference a

that while some few sections were injudiciously divided, the result, on
the whole, gave an increase to the number of schools in operation for
the year. %: must also be remembered that these:186 sections are for
the most part in localities where as yet, the influence of a growing

ublic sentiment in behalf of education, is but feebly felt. To induce
g\u'enta whose homes are isolated and who are themselves. uninstruet-
ed to make an effort for their children, is a work of time, requiring
continued and patient effort, but while this holds good, a sa rule it has,
we are glad to say, many praiseworthy and laudable exceptions.

For 1876, there were 1594 schools during the winter term, and for
the summer 1¥44, being, as stated above, an increase of 14 and 11
respectively. In these schools, 1740 and 1881 teachers were employed,
.being an increase of 33 for the winter term and 38 for the summer
term. For 1875 the increase in the nuntber of teachers employed was
unusually large, and:not to be wasonably expected for 1876, ‘in view
“of the many things operating during that year to retard the school
work, Business of all kinds was exceedingly low, particularly in
- mining localities, and not a few sections failed to induce the rate-
payers. to impose the required sectional tax, but it is mevertheless
encouraging to see that, in the face of retarding causes, the interest of
public instruction has been steadily advancing. :

The work of these 1594 schools is extending over the entire Prov-
ince in such & way that all classes are participating in the blessing
inseparable from our school system, and the eighty thousand children
now at school will ere long go to the duties of life carrying with them
& better fitness for their several stations, from having enjoyed the
blessing of & Nova Scotia common school éducation.t

The number of schools providing instruction in some of the higher
studies continues to enlarge. A’ very fow years.#go, gommon?®school
instruction was almost entirely restricted to elementary branches, and

far the r part did little more than supply thy mere elements
of the most ordi education. At the present. time it is not uncom-
mon, even in some of our ordinary seotions, to have teachers giving

instruction in advanced arithmetic, ax{d in various branches of mathg—w

B et d Bt A

0O




EWCAT(ON—SUPERINTENDEN T’8 REPORT: ix

. ¢
matics, and, in not a few sections, instruction in the classics are

. given with good success: s result of employing as teachers College
students. During the long summer vacation students naturally see
employment -as teachers:;]d when so engaged prefer teaching advan-

ced branches; in this way, sections that otherwise could not! think of
engaging a classical in fruct i

e e <

r teachers for t!leir children,

mental activity.” I may here retiark that the advocates of a thorougi)lv
education cannot possibly overrate the advantage of placing’ children
under the tuition of welftmined instructors. na
During the winter term, as stated above, 1740 teachers were em-
ployed ; for the summer term the number was 1881.  An examination
*of Table II. will satisfy any inquiry that may be made as to the edu-
cational standing of these, almost 1900 instruetors, among whom the

invite particular atténtion to this point, that some more decided and
renewed efforts may be made to have g Preponderance of teachers
holding the higher grade of licenses. No doubt, as remarked by some
of the County Inspectors in their excellent Teports, that not unfre-

quently teachers holding first-class licenses fail ag instructors, while
* some of inferior classes enjoy a well-merited ‘reputation. The state-

- ment is certainly true, but in face of the remark, and the prejudice it
excites, we must bear in mind that we have in our schools nearly two
thousand teachers and licensed assistants, .and mo reasonable man
could, for a moment, imagine that in this entire nimber there would
be no tailures. We are 8ppy in saying what. wé know to be g fact
that the statement made as to the failure of first-class teachersis the
exception, and not the rule ; for, taken asa class, our first-class male and
female teachers stand a most favorable comparison with like classes in
any country where free public schools are established.

During the winter term 21 teachers, holding an Academic Gra Je,

practice in couptry places will readily understand this, Large boys
and girls remain at home during the summer.to aid in farm

while the younger children 8o to school ; for these Younger pupils
teachers of a lower grade are employed. I

n many instances first-class
teachers who take schools for the winter, seek' for the summer term *

Some more profitable employment, as clerks, travelling agents, or book
keepers, which usually brings more. money than the teﬁ

in winter only. ‘This state of things is certainly most unde-
sirable, and should not be encouraged, inasmuch as ers who con-

stantly change are rarely, if ever, uate to do the work expected
from ﬂynt-chu men.” i o

We must again call attention to an evil in our section, one often in-
deed ‘lamented, ‘but nevertheless perpetuated by our over-cautions
trustees and parsimonious parents; it is, that so many Trustees insist
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upon having cheap teachers, or manifest such a decided reluctance to
engs.fe 8 higher class teacher at a generous salary. Commissioners
and Inspectors are fully sware of the tendency of this ambition for
having cheap schools, and in not a few 'sections successfully oppose it,
and could we-induce a more general hostility to the evil complained
of, the hope might reasonably be cherished that'it would more rapidly
vanish, }I)‘he remedy for cheap and poor scheols is, no doubt, in the
progress of education itself, which, as a rising and advancing tide,
must eventually sweep away in its accelerated progress the old and
once strong barriers against knowledge, The mumber of our trained
teachers is gradually enlarging, the Norma}l School is doing most
effective service in this way, and our Colleges are yearly augmenting
the list of young men who, though not obtaining the professional
drill of the Normal School, have in the thorough training and discip-
line of their colleges what is a most valuable and effective substitute.
Euach year our teachers ranks are being enlarged from these two
sources, the influence of which may. not be seen immediately, but,
nevertheless, it is most efficient, and, ho doubt, one of the most active
causes in the successful results which our educational efforts yearly
exhibit. _ : "

It is to be regretted that so many of our best Normal School
pupils continue in their work for such a limited period, and that but
few of our College Students make teaching a profession for life, They
work & short time, get experience and the reputation of superior
teachers, and straightaway are off to other occupations, Would that
something were done to stay this exodus of such a valuable class of
-en ; we know but one remedy, and that is a more liberal reward for
their labor. No one otight to "expect a well-educated, clever young
man or young woman to teach on from year to year on a salary that
would scarcely secyre the service of a good laboring man, ' This view
of the case must be kept constantly before the advocates of ‘snperior
schools, they must have line upon line, und ceaseless prompting, and

then we may hope ere long to have, what we assuredly now have not,
Y 5 Y

a class of well-educated and efficient teachers consecrating their life to
a loved profession, and receiving, as men do in other professions, an
honorable remuneration for service of acknowledged value.

We will not speak discouragingly on this point; there is an improve-
ment observable, but it is slow; we seem to move tardily, when we
ought to reach the hosed for goal by some more rapid strides, Every
means should be used to retain teachers for léngthened periods of
service in the sections where their labor is appreciated.

ATTENDANCE. !
In the Re&ort for the past twoior threeg:m, we have inserted the

following table, showigimthe yearly attendance at our public schools
iately preceding : . ;

for the ten years imm

Py
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No. of Pupils No.of Pupils - | No. thlmx.n
. Wzt imle bty
1866 ...-..,......45181 56017 71059
1867 . .%........61818 70075 - 83048
1868.... ...........65083 72141 - 88707
1869....... ...12756 75523 93732
1870...............74321 76237 : 94496
1871 .............T4759 17235 92858
1872 ... ver. . 70780 76496 91637
1873.; ...70329 78266 93759
1874 72645 79910 93510
1875 ........... ..76349 81878 04029
1880 it 17593 82034 94162

The above statement should awaken considerable interest, as it is
an exhibition of certain results of our school operation for a consider-
able period of time, In the above we observe the summer attendance

* growing from 45,000 to 77,000, and from 56,000 to 82,000 for the other

school term ; we may accept the above as an assurance, that moneys
have not in vain been devoted <o this department of the pub-
lic service, and that the anticipations of the founders and early advo-
cates of our system are being realized. As the eye glances over these
numbers, and as the mind takes in their meaning, we cannot fail in
being impressed with the magnitude of the work thus outlined. What
material has been provided by our schools for building up the best
interest of our country! How many of*those who make up these
thousands have entered upon, and are now pursuing useful and honor-
able lives, and, profiting by the instruction received, are, in all the
active pursuits of industrious life, adding to the intelligence and wealth
of the Province. In this way they are repaying in tenfold' measures
the expenditure hy which they were fitted for their several business
positions, for their social and political relationship, which, with-
out the influence of free public schools, could never have been
anticipated. A

The increased attendance of 1876 over the former Year was not
large, but in consideration of various hindrances, such as depression
in business, particularly in mining localities, and in several disricts
the prevalence of contagious diseasss: it affords great reason for
gratitude that the number attendin during the year was in advance
of all former years. We are gratified in bejng so. often assured that
the clause in the law making it imperative on sections having a certain
amount of taxable property and a certain number of children of a
suitable age, to have a school at least one term in the year. This

. amendment of the law was regarded b many as looking to a more

extended compulsory enactment, at no distant time.. This may yet be
the case, but the compulsory clanse now adverted to was not so
designed, but rather, as embod: ing as far as practicable in this
provinee, the compulsory idea. The measure is working well and a
number of sections exceedingly tardy in their movements heretofore
are now, by this law, indueedy to do willingly what without. it they-
would not do at all. " Several of our Inspectors, as will be seen from
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their rerorta continue to advise the passing of a compulsory law, and
evidently regard it as a panaces for many evils felt in our ‘school sys-
ve, with all respect for the opinion of these gentlemen, to
them on this very important matter, Because of its im-
portange we have looked at it and studied it from all sides, and having
done &, are yet persuaded that the country is not, yet prepared to make
j were it made the . law; the ﬁtigatiou and
it assuredly would encounter would ensure failure.
hen such & faw is put on our statute book it must be enforced,
otherwise its presence will retard rather than accelerate our edu-
cational efforts, The public mind needs & more careful education
on :this subject, that it may better unde'stand what is implied in
the measure, beforo an attempt is

made to force rate-payers, and
especially parents in poor and remote sections to act so decidedly

against their long cherished and strong prejudices. 'Where the latw

has been , and its operations sanctioned by the favorable

opinion of an intelligent people, with but few exceptions, almost no
' results have followed,

e should work out to their proper issues the measures we have,
adapting them, from time to time, to the differing circumstances of
the country as experionce may dictate, and thus preparing the way,
we may reasonably hope to reach a point in our history when a law
for com attendance at school shall ari
that make evident the necessity of the measur

We should like to see s truant law for the City of Halifax, as in
‘this city the experiment tould be better tested by having its provi-

sions more decidedly enforced. Success in the city would result in
the adoption of .the law b

y .other municipalities, and in this way
another step be taken toward the compulsory” law so often presented
for consideration, :

/

BOOKS.

Recently some additions have been made to the list of Books pre-
seribed for use in the Public Schools, among which three new sets of

readers will be found. For length of time & number of teachers and
inspeotors urged the desirab;

leness of supplying reading books of more
recent compilation, and thereby furnishing to our advanced pupils

specimens of our best and Jatest literature,

The readers now pre-
scribed are the Academic Progressive readers, in six books, the Illus-
trated English readers, and the Royal readers.  The two former are

%ublhhod by William Collins & Sons, of Glasgow ; the last named by
elson & Sons, also of Glasgow. - All the above named books are valy-
able works and are tapidly taking the place of those hitherto uséd.
The Tllusttated English Readers fortn an entirely new series, and. are,
in matter and arrangement, admirab ly suited to our Common Schools.
The most 1mportant words with their meaning in the text are placed at
the beginning of each Igpson, and otHer most valuable 8id+to the teacher
is In all, the extracts comptise besides old and well known
selections, many from new and first !Sass works.  These books aye all

. well bound, the type is good, and cdn be supplied to Trustees probably

cheaper than any regders heretofore,

se from circumstances -
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We have had complaints from several teachers, that the sections in
which they were engaged failed in providing books, conse uently the
children of the poor had none, In all such cases we have directed the
attention of Trustees to the requirements of the law, and insisted that .
the Trustees should see that the section purchased such books as were
needed for use in the school. Inspectors should have a constant
watchfulness over this subject, the “well to do” ecan urchase for them-
selves, the poor cannot, and as this class ig ever liable to be neglected
by their more fortunate neighbors, Trustees shauld be the more watch-
ful, and feel it to be a most important part :}l their duty to see that

..all children have the books which their various studies require, ‘There

5”48 no difficulty in procuring books, as our prescribed works are sold by
4*"all booksellers and at very reasonable prices. ,

EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS.

Table XXT shows the result of the Teachers Examination in J uly
last. There were 1761 candidates for all grades examined at the several
\ stations,’ Of this number 17 were applicants for Grade A or the Acad-
i emic Grade ; 146 for Grade B; 722 for Grade C ; 692 for D; and 184
2 [Nor Grade E. The number of applicants for 1876 exceeded the pre-
( ceding year by 859, Of the 1761 who presented themselves as candi-
\di&; for license to teach, 991 succeeded in obtaining some grade, while
0 failed in making an average, entitling them to any class whatever.
The number who received Grade A was, it will be observed, much larger
than usual, In consequence of the legislation of last year, a large propor-
tion heing examined on professional subjects only according to the fol-
lowing clause in the Acts as amended :— { ‘

L “A graduate in the Faculty of Arts of any University in Her
Majesty’s dominions having power to grant degrees in Arts, who shall.
have obtained his degree between the first day of January, A. D, 1866,
and the first day of J, anuary, A. D., 1877, shall, upon application and
upon passing a satisfactory examination in the subjects usually known
as professional subjects, receive a license fo teach of the grade commonly
known as Grade A, ! : S :

R. “No person shall be entitled to the rrivilege mentioned in the
preceding section who shall graduate after the first day of January, A.
D., 1877, in any institution other than the University of Halifax, incor-
porated during the present session of the Legislature, All g adugtes in

. Arts of such last named University shall be ‘entitled to 5; privilege
aforesaid, ; : :

8. *So much of Chapter 82 of the Revised Statutes, ¢ Of Public
Instruction,’ or any Act in amendment thereof, or of any regulation of
‘the Council of Public Instruction, as is inconsistent with this Act is
repealed.”  ~ ke ) e
. The privilege here granted was for several years recommended, and
its becoming a law is but an act of Justice to our college student. In
consequence of the limitation of time as specified in the act, all graduates.
who contemplated teaching at any uent time made  haste to avail
themselves of the law, hence we find the\qumber unusually large. We
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have now a fair number of grade A teachers, among whom trustees of
county academies and of our better class of schools will find no difficulty
in selecting young men in every way able to discharge the duties they
may undertake, and.to make themselves a credit to the section enjoying
their service. Of the 146 candidates for grade B, 82 were successful ;
of the 722 for grade C, 276 succeeded, and of the:692 for D, 299 were
Tewarded with the grade applied for ; of the 318 who received grade E,
very few of the number were applicants for the class they obtained. The
most of the successful candidates for E were females who -applied for a
Cora D, and failing to make the required average were awarded an E.
Objections are made to teachers holding grade E, as having a stand ' too
low for the present state of our schools, and it is frequently suggested
that it be removed altogether from the list of licensed teachers. There
would be more force in all this objection if the holders of grade E had
been examined for that class and ‘had made no effort for one higher.
This, however, is not the case ; probably one-half of all our E teachers
were examined for a C, but failing in some branch essential to that class,
come down to an E. - Such teachers are quite competent to take charge
of a large number of our 'schools, and who, when employed, make .ex-

cellent instructors. wAeachers of this grade moreover are djsposed to

_accept schools in poor and remote sections, as there they can command
“time and quietness for reviewing and preparatien for another and more
successful examination. In this Way many a poor and remote section gets
a teacher really capable of taking the pupils of a much higher school.

. We think a little change may cdvantageously be made in the: syllabus
of examination. ‘On some subjects the exercise may be a little more ex-
“tended, on others miade somewhat more concise. The time however for
making a change is not the middle of the year, as in most cases the entire
years study is arranged for during the autumn preceding the July ex-
amination, and always according to the syllabus as printed in the, Manual
of Education. Justice therefore requires that any change deemed neces-
sary should be made very soon after the annual examination,

An examination of table XXI, exhibiting as it\does such a large per-
centage of failure, will, we think, conviuce the careful inquirer that the
questions upon which the candidates ‘are tested are by no means too low,
and when it is observed that a very large part of the whole get their li-
cense on an average that barely entitles them to the class awarded ; when
this'is known it must be acknowledged at once, that any considerable in-
crease in the severity of the questions would result in the defeat of almost
all whoapply, and that, as a consequence,.our school trustees would ex-
perience difficulty in providing 1st class teachers’ We are persuaded
that, as yet, the questions are sufficiently severe for the general class of
candidates who compete for licenses to teach.

HALIFAX GITY SCHOOLS.

The City of Halifax is sustaining 95 free public schoels, under the
instruction of 96 teachers, mostly of the lst class, and at an expense of
$84,43863. The Commissioner’s Report, as printed in the Appendix,

-vexhibits in detail, the progress.of these.schools far the year. From this

%
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report the citizens will understand where, and how, such a large sum as
that named above has been expended, and we are confident will experience
not a little satisfaction in knowing that the money expended for the sus-
tentation of these 95 schools is educating upwards of five thousand
children, many of whom, were it not for the free education provided,
would certainly grow to mature years uninstructed, and unsuited’to
exercise the functions or to enjoy the privileges and blessings of good
citizens. Improvements in many public institutions do not appear with
each -tonsecutive year, but, to be appreciated, are to be contemplated in
periods of years. This is emphatically the case with the schools of this
city. A few years ago 4 distinguished clergyman in a public ‘meet-
ing, in animadverting upon the schools, Lonsidered it a* reproach
that among them all there was not one teacher holding a license of grade _
A.  The reflection, though p severe one, was wisely and timely cast,
and no doubt had a tendency to turn in a right direction the public sen-
timent, We have at. the present time four such teachers, all of whom
are men capable of giving eclat to, any high schiool or ac y. over
Mvhich they might preside, = All the other teachers, with a véry few excep-
tions, hold gradgs B and C, many-of whom have been in the service of
the Commissioners for a number of years, and are therefore persons of
known and tried worth. . We trust the gisdom of employing teachers of
acknowledged ability will confinue to be felt, and that considerations of
cheapness will not be permitted to induce a departire from a course un-
doubtedly for the-interest of the city. . s ;
The tables of attendance for 1875 showed a slight.decrease ; various
causes known in the city produced this, but for 1876 we are happy to
note a return to the regular increase.~ For the winter term of 1876 we
have 4914 against 4702, of the same term of 1875, and for the sum-
mer term we have 5288 aguinst 5125 of the former year. We have
therefore an enlarged attendance 212 and ‘108 for the past year. We
sare not aware that this impl:g}ent is owing tb any ability on the part

of, citizens peculiar to the y vidently it is not, we rather trace it to

untiring activity and zeal of ¢ Commissioners, as well as to the con-

stant labor and oversight of the Cit . Supervisor,,

* With improvement in the faithf; ness and ability of teachers, comes

a cotresponding superiority in the instructions given. The city schools

manifest this, as at the present time several are providing instructions in

the classics and other advanced branches of learning. . From the city

tables we learn,that 97 pupils are studying Latin, 18 are at Greek, while

the Supervisor reports 400 receiving tuition in the more advanced branches -
of matheimatical ‘studies. = We have again to report that no provision

- whatever is made for instruction in the natural sciences, nor does the

"very necessary and important art f drawing receive favor at the - hands
of the Commissioners. Here there is @ sad_deficiency and one calling
loudly for a remedy, If the little town of Dartmouth can- furnish appa-
ratus,. and have successfully instructed a class in, the tmost important and
interesting branches of the natural sciences, surely Halifax might do s
mueh, and we think, ought to rovide, to- some-extent at least, some-
thing in this way. for th:’uger ys in the Public Schools. ‘'cachers
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have access to the Provineial Museum, and can avail themselves of the

instructionof Dr. Honeyman, and so epare themselves to teach
classes in their various schools, and no doubt would gladly do so, were
suitable apparatus provided, We beg to' press this matter on the atten-
tion of the Commissioners, the expense of the apparatus required is not
large, while the advantage resulting would be much appreciated, and
would also give to our school work-an aspect of increased value,

It gives much satisfaction to know that arrangements are being ma-
tured for the establishment of the lon expected High School. As yet,
We believe the scheme is not wﬂicientfy perfected for the public eye, but
We are assured that very soon the long hoped for High School will take
its place ‘among our Educational Institutions, when we shall have the oft
demanded link between our common schools and the college.

It must be hoped that the provisions made for the school, will
be of a character that will secure the fullest confidence of the citizens,
and make the enterprise one of entire success, For a number of years,
the necessity of a igh School has been before the citizens, at times, in-
deed, with but little apparent prospect of realizing the desired object ; it
is therefore the more gratifying to know that now we scem to have the
assurance of success, We cannot fail to express the hope that such
liberal provision will be made for its sustentation as will enable the Com.

missioners to place it among the most influential’and uséful schools of our
Province.

- Inspector, Supervisor, and many of the VPrincipall have called atten-

tion to the crowded state of several of the schools, and the Commissioners
have been urged to provide enlarged accommodation, but as yet, in one
school only have arrangements been made to remedy the evil complained
of, and now as spring is at hand, when'a larger number of small children
8o to school, it seems yet more o duty to invite attention to this oint,
and to urge that no'time be lost in making the provisions so obviously
required. J 4

There is one other subject relating to the city schools which evidently
demands immediate and’ energetic action on the part of the Commis.
sioners. ~ We refer to the schools for the children of our colored
population. There are upwards of 800 children of color in Halifax for
whom schools should be sustained. To some extet means for educa-
tion are provided, but in such a way as to lose much of their value, It
is true that Dr, Carren has brought his energies to bear on this matter,
and some improvements have been effocted, and more magrobo expected,
but until a suitable house is erected, and the children ught to one
centre where they, and all their teachers, can be under the supervision
of one active and decided Prinei lﬁ—b{ all means s white man—com-
paratively little will be accomplis caunot but regard the school at
present taught in the basement of'the Church as an utter failure, and
the ‘money expended to sustain it an unjustifiable waste of public
funds. It is to be hoped the Commissioners will take this subject into
an edrly consideration and denl withit in their acoustomed wisdom, Our
colored population have the same claim for education as' have other citi-
zens, and the fuct that popular sentiment, and it may be, - prejudice pre-
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vent their attendance at schools where white children are taught, offers
even a stronger reason. why they should be cared for in this respect, and
not suffered Yo grow up without instruction, : :
While dirgcting attention to the schools of the city, we. wish to pre-
sent just one additional observation. Evidently there must be in this
city a large number of children who either do not go to school at all
or if they do, their attendance is so irregular that the instruction received
is of little worth, In the report of last year we suggested the desirable-
ness of a truant law, and observed that the Superintendent of New York
City repgrted favorably as to its results, During the year We have made
addi@ﬁ inquiry, and have gathered information on the practicability of

< such™ law for this city, and - from the information gathered we have

reasons for believing that were such a law adapted to the state of things
in Halifax and wisely administered, it would bring many a boy, who

- now forms habits of vagrancy, and falls into crime, under a training which,

in all probability would make him a usefal citizen and a virtious man.
We trust one day td see the measure tried.

NORMAL SCHOOL.

This'most valuable institution continues to claim from the supporters
of our educational system an increasing appreciation of its well earned
merits. The annual tables exhibit with each year a gradual and
encouraging growth; the attendance steadily enlarges, and other
indications of prosperity continually appear. The . table ‘for 1876 shows

that the past year has bden one of the most successfal in the history of
the institution.

It is encouraging to know that the long felt necessity for a more capa- -

cious and improved edifice has led to arrangements for a new building.
The old house, which has done good service in years past, has been
tioved from its site to a vacancy in the rear, where it ‘will be used till the
new one is completed. The foundation of the new house was laid last
autumn and a year from September next a house adapted to the re-
quirements of the Province will be ready for occupation.  The Council
of Public Instruction cannot fail to see that the large attendance noticeable
from year to year, if it continues, and no doubt it will, must demand not
only the larger edifice, but more teachers, suitable apparatus, a larger
I » and other appliances for higher and otherwise advanced work.
The improved accommodation in connection with an enlarged edifice may
be regarded but as astep towards making attendance at the institution essen-
tial to the possession of a first class license, except it may be to college
graduates : and it will not be deemed unreasonable, after having erected
éxpensive buildings, and sp%nding annually large sums for their support,
that a strong pressure be brought to bear to induce all who expect to
take - good positions as first class teachers, to attend the Normal
School, and to hold its diploma as & certificate of fitness for their
duties. At the present time the school is filled to its entire capacity, and

the teachers have-more work than should be expected from any three

men, however active and efficient they may be. This suggestion. as to
A
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e
enlargement of staff will come up in due time for consideration, and it is
well to foreshadow what assuredly will very soon become a pressing ne-
cessity.

I am happy to state that the pupils from the institution continue, with
but few exceptions, to take the first rank among our teachers. They are
sought after by intelligent trustees and parents, in general receive higher
salaries, and on the whole are exerting upon our common *‘schools in
fluences most valuable,. A very large percentage of the Normal School
pupils are females, It may be desirable that we should have more male

mon school inst.ruction are freely brought to the people.  Both in Eng-

arge part of common school

teaching, and from every manifestation of their ability it must be con-

fessed that they are doing it well,

The gold and silver medals from His Excellency the Governor @en-

eral were awarded in July last, the former to Miss Helen - Bailly of
Lunenburg, the latteptto Miss Maggie Newcomb of Cornwallis, It is
understood that His Lordship will continue to offer these medals each
Jear to the successful’ candidate in a competiti¥e examination. The
interest of His 'Lordéhip is gratefully appreciated, as it will' do much to
stimulate an ambitjon to excel, and thereby do 8ood beyond the limits of
the institution, The model school is in successful operation, and affords
most valuable facilities in the professional training of pupil teachers,

+COUNTY ACADEMIES,

The yearly reports from the County Academies present, with rare
exceptions, very little change.. Itis incrensingly evident that the origi- 4
nal intention of having an Academy in each County, though very good )
in theory, was certainly not for ‘the best intérest of education, ag up to
the present time many of them have been, and are yet, but inferior High
Schools, for the sections Where located. Very strong “objections’ would
no doubt be raised against closing any of them, and thus leaving the
sections, having even their limited benefit to seek advanced education in
other localities. The objection referred to would be local, as in al-
most all the Academies the attendance from the county is exceedingly
small, parents preferring to send theit sons to some one of the special
Institutions~as Pictou or' Yarmouth where the expense is no greater,
while “the ad ntage to the pupil is incomparably superior. The pre-

nt y;i however does exhibit, at some points, a little more ambition,
ational/life onthe part of the rate-payers, as is seen in Table
"'./ ¥rom this table we learn - that the total ‘attendance in all depart-

t the percentage
of male pupils was considerably in advance of former years. In the

study of the higher branches we find also a little more ambition, as 131
were instructed in Latin, 41'in Greek, and 104 studied French. In the
department of the Natural Sciences, 141 are reported as receiving in-

)
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struction.  Drawing, we find, ‘receives but little attention; we regret
this, inasmuch as instruction in the elementary branches of this very ad-
vantageous and pleasing art, is easily obtained; there being numbers of
female teachers quite competent for such work, and generally glad to un-
dertake it. Were such females employed, they would impart most effi-
ciently, such fundamental knowledge as would be a step to 4 higher
effort, ~ We would repeat what has so often been pressed and ur%npqn
the trustees of Academies and higher schools, to induce them ¥ make
some provision for the teaching this art. As far as we know, no ade-
quate instruction in drawing is provided for in any of fus Public Schools.
In the weport for- 1875 we invited particular notice to a /necessity
which wo think exists for a Special Academy in C. B., and suggested
that one be erected -in the Town of Sydney. We give below the views
of the Rev. Mr. Christie, the very excellent and successful prinzipal of
the Sydney Academy, and beg to say that we fully concur in the view
expressed by Mr. Christie, and cannot but induée the' hope that the
Commissioners of the county will take some initiatory stdp to secure a
realization of the plan suggested.. With well equipped and liberally
sustained Academies at Yarmouth, Pictou and Sydney, and at some
central point on the South Shore as Lunenburg or Liverpool, the
. provisions for Academic Education would be sufficient to meet the general
wants of the Province for some years to come, Mr. Christie writes as
follows: g
“ The demand for higher education seems to be largely on the increase
all over this Island. -To meet this the county academies, it seems to
me, are totally inadequate, there being a large number of rural Sections,
in fact, I may say nine-tenth of the whole, without teachers compatent
to give the training necessary to qualify the pupil for admission to the
Academy. The consequence of this is, that although the county
Academy is ostensibly for the benefit of the whole county, practically
it is closed against nine-tenths of the pupils from country Sections, For
this difficulty so severely felt, I can see no other remedy than that of
erecting the county Academy into a Special Academy with preparatory
departments, on the plan of Pictou and Yarmouth. "We have applica-
tions from all parts of C. B, but unfortunately the applicants have to be
rejected, and hence must seek elsewhere what we fail in providing, Let
us have a special Academy in Sydney, then ; with Yarmonth in the west,
Pictou in the centre, and Sydney, in the east, the chain will be complete.
I have consulted the Hon. i{r. White, who favors the plan, and will give
it his support. .~ Petitions are also in course of signature from the Com-
missioners of Schools, the Grand Jury, and from the Court of Quarter
Sessions, which we trust will secure for Cape Breton the boon so much
needed and so earnestly sought for.” !

SPECIAL ACADEMIES, -

The number of Special Academies: drawing Provincial Aid has been
* reduced. Since May last' the grants  to the Horton Coll:ﬁme ‘School.

and the Sackville Academies have, by an Act of the Leg ature, been .

r
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transferred to the Colleges with which these institutions are connected.
At the present time, and since May last, the following are the Academies
and Schools in receipt of special Government grants : Yarmouth Semi-
nary, Pictou Academy, the Halifax Grammar School, and the Institution
for the Deaf and Dumb. As the Academic Institutions of Kings, Sack-
ville, and Acadia are doing a most valuable :part of our educational
work, we shall endeavor to obtain, as far as possible, the usual returns
as heretofore, so as to present more perfectly the progress of our opera-
- tions in connection with high¥r"education,

According toI'able X VIIL. there were 656 pupils attending these several
institutions during the year, but this number includes 38 at the Institu-
tion for the Deaf and Dumb. Of these 656 pupils, 854 received in-
structions in Latin, 145 in Greek, 168 in Modern Ldfiguages, and 180
in the Natural Sciences. The total income of these institutions was as
follows: From fees and congribution, $37238 ; from rents and’ invested
funds, $4702 ; Government Grant, $6400 ; total, $48340, Being an
increase of $2759 over the preceding year. We are gratified to mark
the yearly sucess of these Academies, and to report, that evidently in the
healthful influence so constantly and judiciously exerted, they are
making themselves more and more valuable in 'ghe education of the
country. They are almost the only feeders we have for our Colleges,
and therefore stand in intimate relation to college work, and hence by
no means should be left without a most ample maintenance, Pictou and
Yarmouth, from their location, have strong claims'for a generous sup-
port. Situate at the almost extreme end of the Province, and in popu-
lous counties their efficiency cannot fail to exercise a most beneficial in-
fluence. = Pictou Academy has in years past strongly stimulated in that
fine county, an ambition for education, and no doubt the ' encouraging
state of the Public Schools may be traced to the zeal and noble efforts
of the friends of the old Academy. A similar institution in Sydney, '
C. B, would evidently be 4« most valuable' addition to our educational
machinery.

¢ CoOLLEGES.

By the legislation of last year the position of the six colleges of Nova
Scotia was seriously affected. The establishment of the Halifax Univer-
sity and the enlargement of the grant to each college are facts well
known, but it may not be generally understood that the grants to the
collegiatb schools have ceased. e have stated elsewhere that the.
Horton and Sackville Academies are. not now in thes receipt of any
aid from the Provineial Treasury ; nor is there any grant for a colle-
- giate school in Windsor. The changes here adverted to have not, nor

will they, in any way affect the operation of the colleges, but rather,
it is hoped, stimulate them to renewed efforts in the prosecution of their

work., The wisdom ‘of the act for establishing the Halifax University

remains to be seen, but its advocates;are sangnite, and from thie vigorous
- effort already put forth by its friends, success seems certain. There are
encouraging reasons for hoping that very soon all the colleges will adjust
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themselves to the new order of things, and college work proceed with its
accustomed success, In the six colleges 80 professors were engaged
during the year, giving instruction to 211 regularly matriculated stu-
" dents, and to 129 taking partial courses. 'The above figures indicate a
growth, as compared with 1875, and are most gratifying assurances that
the people of, Nova Scotia are not indifferent to this branch of ‘our edu-
cational enterprise. ¢ . :
At the close of the recent collegiate year 23 students, having finished
their prescribed term, received their first degree, while a very much
larger number were successful in their matriculation examination,
From table XIX we learn that these six colleges own property. in real
estate and in funds otherwise invested to the amount of $364,755.57 ;
but it Will be noticed that this sum is somewhat below the figures given
in the table of last year, The reports do not explain the diminution.
Their income from all sources was $34,921.28, and their total expenditure
$34,874.99; probably less was spent during the year on construétion,
hence the smaller expenditure as compared with 1875.  'L'he government
grant to all six as now paid is $13,200. The supporters and
friends of the colleges, as they contemplate their success, have no reason
for discouragement or hesitation in offering them a liberal support, their
history, extending over so many years, in one instance almost a century,
is. a record of educational progress in the country \and of influences
most salutary, Those who have been active in foste g and promoting
their countiy’s education were mostly college men; trgined and strength-
ened by a college course and therefore better imcj(dtood the character

of the work to be accomplished, and the best means whereby it could be
carried to successful results. ;

8 EXPENDITURE,

For the year 1876 the whole expenditure for common schools was
$619015.62 being an increase of $#24977.28. The amount assessed in
the counties, and paid as the county tax was $106780.75, a decrease of
$615.66 for the year. The whole. amount expended by Trustees was
$445619.07, an increase of $18092.21 for the year. The sum assessed
on Sections by the vote of rate-payers was $292,155.88, an increase of
$14078.80 for the year. This $292,155.28 with $153468.74 derived
from other sources, gives a total as stated above of $445619.07.

The total expenditure in 1876 for all common school purposes,
including Government Grant, County Fund, and Bection Tax, amounted
in the aggregate, as above stated, to $619015.62, and is an 'excess’ of
$24977.28 on the former year, making the average cost of instruction for '
each pupil $6.57. The sum expended for ‘all educational purposes for
the year was $717874.58, y

For a more detailed account, we refer to the several tables, relating to
the different branches of expenditure, VI S

GENERAL REMARKS. i
It will be observed that yearly the sum expended on Common Schools
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enlarges, and consequently the average cost of educating each- pupil is
greater. Is not this to be expected, and ever desired ? The frugality of
management being the same, does it not indicate a desirable growth in
our school operations? A few years,ago, when a much larger number
of low grade teachers wer employed, and when, very generally, the
schools were inferior in their appliances, as a_matter of course, all the
required provisions for tuion were proportionately low. Our Schools
certainly could not continuel 4t that low level, as always «n such cases,
not to advance is to retrog}xde. Public sentiment said onward, let the

work of public instruction pdvance, let the efficiency of the Schools be
improved, let instruction b provided, if possible, for every child in the
province. This sentiment'was a public conviction participated in by
every intelligent man who loves his country, and feels an interest in the
progress of knowledge. But an increase of schools ih numbers and
efficiency means an increase in the means which alone can secure these
results. More schools, higher class teachers, better school houses, and
school apparatus, evidently demand an enlargement of school .finances,
and hence it is evident, if our common schools are to continue to rise in
ability for their work, and if their adaptation to it is to keep pace with
those necessities of the country which are daily béing developed, there

must be a consecration of enlarged means, from some quarter, to the ~

interest of public instruction. More money must and will be required
with each step in any successful educational career.  With this view of
expenditure for common schools, it will be asked, and the question is
pertinent, who will provide the enlarged means? Where are the petple
to look for aid in our onward march of popular and free education ?
One of two answers occur ; either ‘to the Government or to them-
selves. With the revenue of the Province as it now is, and as it is like-
ly to be for some years to come, and in view of other important and in-
dispensable branches of the public service demanding large appropria-
tions from. the treasury, doubts arise as to the ability of the government
to add very much to the sum now granted for education, We presume
it will scarcely be expected, nor willthe people be willing to sanction
an increased grant when it must necessarily retard such public works as
the growing commercial interest of the country makes indispensable.
The revenue, failing to meet the increased demand, but one other way
remains, and that is, that the people more directly provide for themselves.
According to our present mode of support the people directly contribute,
by a county tax equal to thirty cents a head for each rateable inhabitant
of the county, and the school sections supply the balance after the Gov-
ernment grant by a poll-tax and a roperty rate on the section, The
thirty cent assessment, or as it is called the county tax, is not by any
means burdensome, and while the Government grant has been largely
increased since the inauguration of free education, and the tax-payers of
the several sections have yearly assessed themselves for larger sums, the
county fund assessment has continued as at the beginning,
If 'the people are in any direct way to meet the growing demand for
more school moneys, it seems reasonable that the county tax should bear
-8 little advance, ﬁm the sum fixed at forty cents—a small increase in

i
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view of the necessity of the case, and of the increasing business of the
country, trustees would have a fund warranting the putting forth of
renewed efforts for greater efficiency in our school operations.

In view of necessities soon to be felt, and which must be provided
for, we offer the above suggestion, trusting it may receive that careful
and matured thought, especially demanded by all measures inyolving
any enlargement of the public taxes,

Very prominent in our educational enterprise stands the Provincial
Normal School. At present we must regard it not asit now is, but as
it will be a few months hence. As stated in the section on that Institu-
tion, a large edifice is being erected, and will be occupied in November,
1878, or, it is hoped, before that date. In view of this, we must bear in
mind that a large and well arranged building does not merely mean
that a larger number of pupils will be present to profit by the instruc-
tions, but that more instructors will be required, that these' must be
abreast of the educational movements of the day, being themselves
model teachers, and the teachers of teachers,® What, it mgy be inquired,
will be the aspect of the new and capacious building withgt correspon-
ding internal and external arrangements ? All the required equipments
demand most decidedly more money, and as the support of the Institu-
tion must be borne by the Government, more money means a larger
demand on the revenue, The funds, however, devoted to the mainten-
ance of thé school are, as directly as possible, available as .means of pro-
yress to our entire school question. Even now, there are few;, ‘school
sections that are not, in some way, influenced by the Imstitution in
Tturo, and this influence, always valuable, will be enlarged and inten-
sified with the yearly growth of the school. .

The necessity for the outlay of money on a large building, and for
the appropriation of larger means in its ‘maintenance, is an encouraging
evidence that the country is realizing the advantage of having our
teachers trained in the practice of their profession, and that to a certain
extent this question is settled. Assuming, therefore, that trained in-
structors are indispensable, the question that follows is how to secure
them, This is a practical view of the matter ; how shall we get this
class of teachers, and having obtained them, how shall we best secure
their continuance in their calling. When the new building is comple-
ted, apparatus provided, and an adequate staff of teachers, we shall
have what is required in the present stage of our work, but at some

early day it will be necessary to modify, to some'extent, the regulations
relating to the entrance and continuance of public teachers at the school,
To be a successful institution, repaying the province for the money ex-
pended in its maintenance, not only must a large building capable of
dccommodating some hundreds of pupils be erected, teachers employed,
the best methods of instruction provided, and the teaching iu all respects
brought up to the demands of the time, but a higher standard of admis-
sion will be fiecessary. For years past a very considerable proportion of
the pupils, from deficiency in elementary education, receive comparatively

little advantage in professional work, having to devote so much time to -

what should have been acquired before going to the Institution. 'The

’
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evil of this is twofold, the teachers are tak
work, and must, to a great disadvantage,
pupils, who come under these conditions mu
the expected instruction, Failing, they go o
Normal School pupils, to exercise an inflnence most unfavorable to the
Professional reputation of Anstitutions, To Prevent this it will be neces-
sary to fix such a higher entrance examination as will render i

en from their appropriate
multiply classes, and the
st largely fail in obtaining
ut, having only the name of

for admission,

A Normal School is not for the ordinary education of teachers, but
to train them to be good practical instructors that they may the better
discharge, with credit to thejr country, the responsible duties they un-
dertake. This essential feature in our Normal School work should not
be overlooked, as otherwige & large expense must be incurred for in-
struction, amply provided for jn another branch of our school system,
It should be distinctly understood that a'Normal Sehool is for training
in professional work, and not for teaching the ordinary branches of edy.
cation. When we have a class of Normal School men, we shall be on
the pathway to permanency in the teaching profession. At the Ppresent
time the average continuance of our male teachers in their work s not
quite five years, and that of female teachers somewhat under this. Any
one can see the disadvantage at which such a limited period of service
Places our schools, in the lack of skill acquired omly by a continued
application, and in the want of that experience for which no substitute
cau be provided. We trust the day is not distant when all first-class
teachers will be either Normal School pupils o

r College students, whe
in their several College courses shall make instruction in the art of

teaching a specialty, In the effort for educational success the superior
or well-trained teacher must win the day, and in the end prtae himself
to be the véry man the country requires, :

The Spectator, (London, England,) has the following ‘sensible re.
marks on the Science of Teaching ;—

“lt is remarkable that ¢ Padagogik,’ or the Science of
yet been thought worthy in this country of formal recogn
academic instruction. The lawyer is
Jurisprudence, and the medical student
provision is made in universities and colleges for professional instruetion of
this kind, and even for those Prelections on theology and pastoral work which
are presumably necessary for the skilled minister of religion, But for the
special aid of one who is to devote himgelf to the profession of school-keeping,
no provision whatever has yet been furnished by the universities. There 35
among scholars a vague impression that teaching is not a science to be studied,
nor an art tobe learned by systematic practice, but a knack, which comes
easily to men and women who know their subject, and are in earnest in their
wish to teach it. Given a well-instructed master, 8 good text-book, and an
obedient pupil, and the teaching apparatus is presumed to be complete, Vet
all experience proves that the possession of kno i
ever for the power to impart it; and that there is the same difference between
the skilled and the unsknged teacher, as between the trained and the untrained

of this difference comt}s

Teaching, has never
ition as & subject of
presumed to study the principles of
to learn anatomy and therapeutics ;

practitioner of any other art, Much, undoubtedly,
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from temperament and natural aptitude, from the intellectual and moral sym-
pathy which enables some men and women to know what s going on in the
Interior of a child’s mind, and to adapt their instruction in accordance with
such knowledge. No mere study of methods will ever place one who lacks
these finer instincts on a level with one who possesses them. Nevertheless,
there are right ways and wrong ways of presenting truth; there are principles
underlying every rule of practice which a good teacher adopts, and the inyes-
tigation of them is not without great value, To the average schoolmaster such
knowledge is indispensable, as a means of saving him from mistakes and ena-
bling him to economise his resources. And even of one who is excefptionnl]y
qualified by natural insight and by a love of his work, it may be sa ely said
that his work will be done better—as all the work of life is done better—in
proportion to the thought and study which have been devoted to it, and to the
degree in which he has laid hoid of the reasons which make one course of
action wiser and more practically efficient than another.

“In the sphere of primary education, this principle has been generally recog-
nised, and the recognition of it has been attended with the happiest results.
The traiuing college system, the creation of the last thirty yedrs, was partly
founded and almost wholly sustained and developed by the operation of the
Education Department of the Privy Council. "It has been practically limited
in its operations to the teachers of schools for the poor under Government
inspection.  Yet within that range its results have been very remarkable.
The class of agents whom it has employed was not the most romising. The
carly advantages, the knowledge of the world, and the general culture of the
certificated teacher, have—as is_ well known—been comparatively small. He
has, however, proved himself to be a most valuable public servant. His know-
ledge may not be extensive, but what he“knows he can teach; and he has
acquired the art of organising and managing a school, and of giving certain
useful instruction to the largest number -of scholars in the shortest possible
time. No one who has had opportunities of comparing the elementary schools
of the present with those of the past can fail to perceive the enormous  diffor-
ence between them ; nor to doubt that in the trained and certified teacher we
have a highly efficient instrument, whose efficiency is mainly due to the syste-
matic study of the art and science of his profession.”

The reports of our county Inspectors will be read with interest, and
it will be evident from these papers that the money spent in School In-
spection is productive of most valuable results, It is largely through
the influencé and exertions of Inspectors that School sections are pro-
perly limited and so arranged as to subserve the wants of the people, it
is largely by their efforts and counsel that Schoolhouses of proper dimen-
sions and style are built, ‘and not a few sections have first-class teachers
because the Inspector brought an influence to bear and secured this boon.
They are likewise largely instrumental in protecting the expenditure of
school funds from abuse.” We have stated that every forward step in our
school work, demands an additional outlay of Government funds or an
increased tax directly on the people. In making provision for enlarged
claims a very grave responsibility rests upon the Government, as it must
be looked to for money or measures to sustain the work and to carry
it forward, when these are provided the Government doing 'so may well
claim the gratitude of every true patriot, as education brings not only
wealth and influence but almost all the comforts and endearments of
home. = We trust this work, necessarily devolving on our public men
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will be carefully surveyed, and that, with a wise and generous policy it
will be as well cared for in the future asin the past, and that every avail-
able dollar consistent with other demands will be liberally devoted to &
work so well begun, and in the progress of which, thus far, we have the
best evidence of its value,

The cost of public free education is often. urged as an objection to our
system,  Will those who talk thus, inquire a little what it costs to keep
8 people in ignorance. Let an estimate‘be,made on both sides, and the
objectors wil surprise themselves when they see the fearful odds. Let
the objéctou remember. that our children are either to be good and use-
ful citizens, promoting every honorable and ennobling interest, or they are
to swell the number of dissolute and depraved men and women.for whom
the gublic must be taxed beyond the cost of education, in order to suppress
the baneful influence of their depraved lives, The country, we trust, un-
derstands, that it cannot afford the vast sums required to meet the conge-
quence of ignorance, and that the Way to avoid this enormous expense, is
to educate the children, Education will do this, it has done it, “and, the
more perfect our educational machinery is made the greater will be the
antagonism between knowledge and ignorance, between virtue and vice

ween industry and idleness, and the more certain, the hope of saving
society from the terrible results of youthful degeneracy.

One of the great discouragements in Common School education is the
difficulty of securing for the teaching ranks the best minds and in ob-
taining them at any price. With g0 many it is thought that any ordin-
ary ability will do for the teacher, that the profession is not one requir-
ng the best intellect or the highest reward.  One is very often aston-

to see parents who possess ample means for providing the very best
Instructions for their children lavishing their wealth upon mere gew
gaws, and apparent] finding so much pleasure in passing trifles ; while
the teacher, en nget{ in forming the character and habits of their children,
and who should be regarded and esteemed as a most intimate co-worker
in tuininﬂ the. mind and in shaping the future of their off -spring, is
ﬂFlrded 1n many instances, almost in the light of a domestic. Compar-
atively few parents form an acquaintance with the instructors of their
children, but leave the all important work of training beloved little ones
to persons little known and perhaps little cared for. Parents little know
how much they may aid in the work of instruction by visiting the school
and in formin‘f an acquaintance with the teacher, in ’knowing his or her
g:culhrit! and adaptation to the work and in bringing home influence to
ar, a8 aid, to the teacher. Friendship and intimacy should certainly
exist and be cultivated between the teacher and parent. There is no.
one who can possibly contribute more to the best interest of the Country,
and so effectively promote its domestic happiness, as the teacher, when
for his work's sake he is Tespected as a co-laborer with the parent in the
duty of instruction,
eachers with active intellects are required. And, other things being
equal, are decidedly the cheapest, at any reasonable cost. A sluggish
intellect will assuredly reproduce itself, and the pupils, in daily contact
with it, will sink into intellectual torpor, become feeble minded ‘men,
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inert members of saciety, and live and die without making even, a ripple
on the stream upon which they are borne to another life. If we desire
our children to have active and energetic intellects, we must in the
formative period of life put them in close contact with active minds, like
will produce like, mind stimulates mind, mental power in the teacher
will produce mental power in the pupil. It is the mentally active teacher
that excites youthful emulation, perhaps creates it, and this stirs the
youthful powers for high and noble activity. In this view of education,
the office of the teacher is one of the most important of all human avo-
cations, even that of the statesman, dealing as he must, with the material
interests of great nations, and making laws for the goyernment of mil-
lions, is inferior in results, to that of the man who is moulding and !
stimulating the youthful mind, drawing out its abilities, and refining 2
thos\ powers, on which the Creator has left the imprint of His own :

The atendments of the law as made in the two last Sessions of the
Legislaturd, are meeting with general approval, especially that which re-
xemption from a tax on property to a certain amount, owned
by menGVer sixty years of age. This exemption was doing much harm
to our schools, as it led to serious abuses of the provisions for property
tax, and now, in not a few Sections, its removal is making a considerable
increase in the Section rate. In consequence of the change, several
Sections are able to have a school the entire year, instead of six months
as formerly, and others can afford to supply a teacher of a higher grade,
Mr. Morse of Annapolis remarks on this as follows :

¢ The amendments which have been made in the law during the last two
sessions of the Legislature, are proving, and will continue to prove beneficial
to the interests of education, especially in the outlying districts of the county.
I would again suggest the propriety of making other amendments to the law,
such as have been mentioned in former reports.”

The fundamental principle underlying our whole scheme for free edu-
cation is, that the property tax, with the grant from the provincial
treasury, must sustain our public schools. It is true, Sections levy a
poll tax on men having no rateable property, but the tax is by no means
productive of much aid, and very often the levying and collecting is at-
tended with more trouble and expense than the tax is worth.

The exemption of men of a certain“age was therefore incompatible with
the first principle of our school law, and as above stated, its removal is
giving general satisfaction. ; -

In several of the eastern counties a strong desire- is manifested for
changing the time of the summer vacation, M. McDonald, of Pictou,
writes : A

“This County, especially the country sections, are very dissatisfied with the
time fixed for the summer vacation. As reported formerly, the whole month
of July is the best in the term for children to attend school. Aud Trustees
are tempted to keep their schools open during the whole month ; ‘and that for
two valid reasons, first, a much larger number of children can get the benefit
of the school, as many can nttend"f(g)r two weeks longer li’shen, that can nof at-
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tend at all afterwards; second, that they may draw.a proportionately larger
amount from the County Fund. Their doing so secures to them an advantage

over sections that comply with the regulation, by closing their schools at the
time prescribed.”

school system the time for the summer vacation was not fixed by regula-
tion of Council, and almost every section desired to have it at a time to
suit its own peculiar interest. One section wanted it in planting time,
another in haying and harvest time, another in fishing time, another in.
berrying time, while not a few divided it, giving a part in early summer
and the remainder later in the season, The time, thus divided and un-
fixed, led to much confusjon, and became a serious obstacle to the inter-
est and comfort of teachers. The Teachers’ Association, after deliberatio

passed strong resolutions complaining of the grievance. and with a num’
ber of trustees petitioned to have the time of the vacation maczi.@ifo m

It will be remembered that during the early operations of the present

in all sections, It was upon their petition the Council of Phblc In.
struction based its decisions making the summer vacation at @ uniform
time, Uniformity in all school arrangements is certaiily most desirable,
and in none more than in the time of opening and closing the prescribed
terms. -With the exceptions named above, the time is, I believe, gen-
erally acceptable, nor is it to be expected that an arrangement can be
determined on that will subserve the interests of all parties whose occu-
pations are so widely sundered, as are those of the parties seeking this
change. Mr. McDonald further remarks ; ; B

“It is impossible to frame a law to satisfy all parties, or in this matter to
bear justly on all parts of the Province. I in common. with the Board of
School Commissioners, would press the suggestion hitherto made, viz : ¢ Leave
the determining of the time to the Commissioners and lnspectors of the several
Counties”  Another valid ground of complaint among teachers is, what they,
and others term ¢ partial legislation.’ Why should the length of the school
term be shorter in cities, towns and villages than in country sections ? or in
some villages and not in others ? They, ‘very properly, ask why do teachers in

ifax, Pictou, New Glasgow, &c., receive as much per 100, or 105 days ser-
vice, as we receive for 111 days? Their longer vacation should be sufficient,
without their being pai larger sum. This anomaly should be discontinued,
securing justice and equality to all.”

There evidently is much point in the observations of Mr. McDonald
as to the difference of time given in towns and country sections. To
these remarks it may be replied that the extended time to a few sections,
excepting the City of Halifax, was given on the petition of trustees, and
whenever any section has requested an extension of the vacation the
Council of Public Instruction has cheerfully granted it. Were the con-

inuances of the summer vacations made uniform, giving to rural sections
two or three weeks beyond the time now prescribed, the objections to
Ppresent arrangements might be met and all parties satisfied. In the
opinion of many, our schools should be closed till the very warm weather
is past, and the. season so changed that children can attend without en-
dangering their health, as many of our school houses are small and
imperfectly ventilated. Children do very little in school till the season
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is cool and bracing, and therefore nothing is lost by retaining them at
home for a short time after the time appointed for the term to commence,
except it is as observed ‘ the public moneys.” :

Were the summer vacation extended uniformly till the second week
in September, the attendance would, we believe, be more regular, and
many a child saved from complaints so often fatal in warm weather. We
suggest this for the consideration of Commissioners and Inspectors.

We have already remarked that the law giving College Graduates a
license of grade A on passing an examination in professional work only,
expired with the past year  And as there will be no examination fo the
degree of A, B, in the University of Halifax during the coming summer,
graduates of the present year will be placed in circumstances detrimental
to their interests. I would therefore respectfully recommend that the
Act passed at the late session of the Legislature be extended to January,
1878. Such an extension of time will be for the interest of graduates of
the present Collegiate year, and certainly not in any way adverse to our
educational work. =

The clause in the law relating to Commissioner’s meetings was, at the
last session of the Legislature, amended by substituting the word three
for five ; that is, the quorum is now three. This reduction to the lowest
possible number apose from circumstances to which reference has fre-
quently been made in former reports, namely, the difficulty of securing
an attendance in which the interest of the different sections of the county
should be fairly represented, and of legally transacting the business of
the county. If such a representation is at all necessary, the making of
the .quorum, as stated above; does not and cannot meet the case. It
has been repeatedly urged by Tnspectors and others, that the Commis-
sioners be paid from the County Fund a sum sufficient to cover all ex-
pense necessary to an attendance ; the sum would not be large, probably

~not exceeding two dollars per day. And if this small appropriation will

bring together a large meeting of the Commissioners, the money will be
well spent, : ;

I think an amendment in the law ‘making the appropriation suggested
will.meet with general commendation, and prove beneficial to the public
schools in the several counties.

We beg to recapitulatp the proposed amendment, as stated in the pre-
ceding parts of this report. .

The extension of the time in which graduates of colleges may, on an
examination in professional work only, receive a Head Master’s license.

The payment from the County Fund of the Commissioners who actu-
ally attend the business meetings of the Board. /

And also that an Act be passed authorizing the Council of Public
Instraction to establish in the Town of Sydney, Cape Breton, an Acad-
emy similar to_those in Yarmouth and Pictou. = The high school depart-
ment of which shall be free to all pupils from any part of Cape Breton,
who may pass a prescribed examination. ;

‘We have suggested for further, and for matured consideration, an
increase in the County Tax, thus providing, from that source, a fand for
enlarged expenditune on the schools in the different counties. In con-

Bl bt ettt
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nection with the suggestion above made, we m?f' remark that in certain
instances an income tax might justly be imposed on' certain parties, now
almost entirely exempt from contributing to the support of our public
schools. In our rural districts there are many mechanics and traders
who receive from their business a comparatively f;lrge yearly income, bug
having little or no roperty, only pay, in the section where they

Ill’l a number of cases the yearly income of such men
exceeds that of the farmer, who, owning a farm, often not very produc-
tive, contributes from his limited resources to the school, a sum most 1in-
justly disproportionate to that of his better off neighbor, the mechanic or

y receive the conside-
ration of parties interested ; evidently the support of our common schools

.

should as equally as possible be distributed among those who
to bear it. = 2

In May last the Council of Public Instruction opened a school in the
Icelandic Settlement for the especial benefit of the families of the Immi-
grants, and appointed My, Alexander Wilson of this city the teacher,
On his appointment My, Wilson removed with his family to the settle.
ment, and as soon as arrangements could .be made, entered upon his
duties. We give below My, Wilson’s repott of the work thus far.:

“On arrival at the Teelandic Settlement I proceeded to £t up the
school house with desks, forms, tables, black-board, and to secure addi-
tional light. There is desk accommodations for twenty pupils, and sit-
ting room for double that number,  The books and stationery arrived at
the end of May, and the school openied June 1st,

“ There are 24 pupils on the roll, and in actual attendance, a few are
not 8o regular as could be desired. The chief reasons -for irregularity
are great distance from school, and tender years, One family lives fouy
miles away and the road is none of the best,
years of age.  One point calls for special notice,

1 the punctuality of the
pupils. I can state with much satisfaction that i

t is a great pleasure to
aro so industrious, so well behaved,
and so anxious to do thejy best, I have not had occasion to punish one

of the pupils since T opened the school, Mutual confilence and un-
bounded love exists between the children and their parents, which shows
itself in-good conduct and excellent behaviour in school, Youask, ¢ Do
they appreciate the school?’ 1 should. say they do.  All are anxious to
have their children educated, all are anxions to master the English lan-
guage, and very often they are present long before the time for school,
that they may receive some explanations relating to’the exercises for the
day. When the stove came the people cut the wood, they have also
provided lumber to lay an upper floor to make the room mere comfort-
able.” Other accounts confirm the statement of Mr, Wilson that the
people really value the school pivileges provided for them, And that
the money expended on the schoo will, in due time, produce good
results. S,

University of Halifaw.~The most noticeable feature of the ‘past year
as far as education is concerned is the establishment of the University of
Halifax, an institution based on' the modol of the University of London,
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with the purpose, as stated in the: preamble to the Act of raising the
standard of education in the Province, and of enabling all denominations
and classes, including those persons whose circumstances preclude them
from following a regular course of study in any of the existing Colleges
or Universities to obtain Acidemical degrees.

This University being an examining body merely does not enter into
competition with any of the existing Colleges, but yet the advantages to
be derived by the various Colleges from thejr affiliation with the Univer-
sity are neither few or insignificant, and I shay be permitted here to refer
briefly to just one of them. Rach Collgfe is a separate and independant
institution, prescribing such curriculupf as meets ﬁle views of its faculty
and governing body for the time being, and regulating the severity of
the examinations as the faculty of each College deemed most to subserve
its own interests, and by a scale known only to themselves ; and though
the standard differed in the different Colleges. A degree was of equal value
no matter by what institution conferred, and though the possessor of the
parchment of one College might as a student and a scholar be much in-
ferior to the graduate of a rival institution, and again examinations as
now conducted by the faculties of the College can never be wholly freed
from the suspicions of favoritism.

All this the Tniversity of Halifax will remedy, the Carriculum of

«‘Study will be the same for all. A standard of equal merit must be at-

tained by all, while uniform examinations by disinterested examiners will
ensure that none but diligent students have passed the ordeal, and that

the possessor of a degree is entitled o take rank amon the literary .

savans. From this it will be evident that a degree from the University
of Halifax must count for more in the literary world than if conferred by
any of the several colleges in the Province. ~And in the interests of that
higher education which the University was established to foster and sub-
serve, it is hardly to be regretted that the Senate have commenced by
raising the standard higher than that required by any of the existing in-
stitutions of learning, and though this may at the outside impose extra
exertion upon the students, yet the result will be beneficial to the sever-
al colleges ; their standard must rise in rroportion if they would hold their
own in the literary race, emulation will be aroused and a generous rivalry
enkindled, as that institution whose sons shall stand first on the examina-

. tion roll of the University, and who shall succeed in carrying off its

highest honors must take first rank and be acknowledged the premier
College, and as a consequence attract to its halls the largest number of
students and the most ambitious youths in the Province, During the
past year the Senate has held several sessions, and applied itself ener-
getically to the task of arranging for the work required to be performed,

.and placing the machinery in running order, while the Convocation

composed of the graduates and representatives of the various colleges
have met and performea their peculiar duties with an enthusiasm which
augurs well for the future of the University, '

The medical and legal professions have placed themselves in accord
with the University, and the Senate have appointed examiners in Law "
and Medicine, and it is understood that candidates for degrees both in
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Law and Physic will present themselves for examination at the time
appointed for the annual examination,
The Senate have lik

has been tabled for consideration at the next meeting with a view

will be fully realized, and the interests of higher education so con-
ducive to the advancement and prosperity of a people, by its means,
materially advanced,

The past year has been a season of considerable commercial depression
felt in all branches of business, and in almost every section of the Pro-
vince. In many instances rate-payers have been slow to vote the money
required, and many schools have continued through the year with but
few manifestations of vigor'and growth, yet it is gratifying to know that
Trustees, upon whom rests the duty of carrying the'work forward, have
not relaxed in their effort, nor has their zeal slackened. No backward
steps have been taken. No opposition of a serious character has been
experienced, and little disposition to offer factious hindrance has been
manifest. On the whole, we can say, with .entire confidence, that not-
withstanding all drawbacks and discouragements, the public schools of
the Province were never as prosperous as at the present time, They are
more decidedly in favor with parents and rate-payers, are better managed,
Trustees are coming to understand their work better, and, as seen in the
table of expenditure, sections by their own voluntary assessments, are A
making more liberal contributions for the better sustentation of the v
school. The commercial depression so severely felt will, it is hoped,
soon have passed, and with better business, will come an increase of :
means for the further expansion of our educational influences, and con- 8
sequently for an enlarged blessing to the country.

For more minute information on the several particular branches of our
operations and expenditure, I beg to refer to the Tables and Inspectors’
Reports as printed in the appendices, The Inspectors’ Reports in parti-
cular should not be passed by without a careful reading, as they contain |
information relating to each County in particular, and present the views
of those who are daily engaged in working out our educational scheme,
I beg to acknowledge the valuable aid afforded me at all times by these
gentlemen, and have much pleasure in bearing testimony to their zeal
and devotedness in the cause intrusted to their supervision.

»
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The following ‘is ap Abstract of the Educational Statistids of the
Province for the year gllding October 81st, 1876 :—

1. BScmooL SECTIONS.

Total No. of School Sections, 1876 veuess “eseee aveess 1754
i 5 Y 1875, secsee cesess 1742
Increase cssnes sesene seiees seesee 12

No. of School Sections having no School during any portion of the

year, 1876  ...... teseee covin seeees 186
No. of School Sections having no School during any portion of the
year, 1875... sossve sesiee veeens 183

Increase bisean cosuer cooige

Veeses 3

!
: 2. Scuools axp PuriLs.
No. of Pnblic Schools in operation,—
4

Winter Term, 1876 vesees ceevee 1594
Do. 1875. i cecans cosses 1580
Increase Nbvesn o R e RN \ Viesa 14
Sumwer Term, 1846 . cosece sadiee cesses 1744
Do. 1875 seeeee T eeaten eesses 1783
ImofaN@l i @ i e,
Y .D
Pupils Registered,—
Winter Term; '1876. cessse g e 77598
:QO. 1875 (EXX XN esesos cessse --£..u76349
Increase.esee Ceeens sesnes vesses ‘, hl_m
\ Summer Term, 1876 «eeee. Vikhes A, eeeee 82034
Do. 1875 sesess seeene 81898
Increase Besgne seeses arami b eseces 186

ATHE,YEAB:—Boys..-. cose ) ik 000452156
Siine 42006

TR I s L e
Tl ML e aa e e

irls soee T Ve Sose

Increase oo seee cone

LERY ] ‘even LR X ) 183

-

i e

R
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Proportion of Population Regist
Winter Term, 1876,

e haan
ered at Public Sechools :—

5 vin seee Veve s ..1in 5.0
Do. 1875 .., sree voee eeee  1in5.08
SummerTerm, 1876. .. bain coon e Y ..lin4n
Do. 1875 - ... oo ceee ) veee  1in4.78
Tae Year, 1876. .. ..1lin4.1
1875, ..., veee “eee vkive eees  1in 4.04

No. of Pupils daily present at Public Schools on an average for the time in

ession ;—
Winter Term, 1876, . . Vo Svas e Vise s 00044586
Do. 1875 ... veee odee e cede 42840
Increase .., oo done ¥ vee e eses 1746
Summer Term, 1876 ees Vv veoe S Eoiein 46161
Do. 1875 .. cens cone e T +00.45619
Increase ., Wb e

‘eee ceve 542

Lull-Term Average :— :

Winter Term, 187s. .. e i S +00.41332
Do. 1815 ... e ssse ) 38638
Increase ;

ceee coee vess ceee ceee eves 2694

Summer Term, 1856 s e R AN "0 e0048153
Do. 18785 o gne cona “ose PRI oo 42854

A ceee 299

Incresse .., sinen sy

No. of Pupils daily present per 100 Registered :—
Winter Term, 1876

sy 56.8
Do. 1875 .. coee ceee ceee teee veee 54.6
Inerease .. coss e s sy vees 929
SummerTerm, 1876 .. i S wees s ..v..55.8
Deo. BTSN vie Seve 55.98
Decrease ... Sees veee vere rees ceve 18
8. Teacmegs Exproyep,
Academic Grade,—

Male, Female,
Winter Term, 187s.... 21 :

Do. 1875,... 19

Increase, ..... .....

2




EDUCA [TION—SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT.

e —

Summer Term, 1876.... 23
Do. 1875...0 17

Increaseseovriess 6 °

Class First,—

Winter Term, 1876...... 200 ‘oeatiniin
Do. 1875...... 260

L R SOy .

R R R T

Decrease............... 1

Increaseseee.eoss.

Summer Term, 1876.... 216 St e
Do. 1875.... 258 ..

Treresetieseetiietiiiiteiiniess 478

Decrease.ssuoes..., 37 2 01T VI TR NN s e sees 26

Second Oluss,

Winter Term, ....1876 288 i s 00 Gesssibnsidius
0. e 1876 226 Ceereriacrntensnens

Decrease. ............, 1¢ Decrease «..uvs......

Summer Term, ...... 1876 179 TEeevsiagaeerennte s san siuniis wands BTL
Pos il 1875 160 v.uuge.

.......... teseesiencesiiiiiia.,., 408
Increase........... e 19 Decreasee s es ouvenunnsnnsniis: ceenss 29

Class Third,

Winter Term, ...,1878 216

semess e ses 226
Do. 00401875 215 ,

.................... vese . 198

Increasesvuveerans 1 Increuse...............-........ 28

Summer Term, 1876..., 204
Do. 1875....., 181

A O I e ssssne 292
Increase...,.,...... 23 Incrensessyn. iiivinainiii ahesssieaib g0

Total No. of Teachers employed,—

Winter Term, 1876 ...... 782 SV inea e
Do. 1875 ...... 720

Wergneassihs 055

seieseese,, 985

Setre 000000000008 000,s
— !

Increase.sesneses 12

—

Increase ........ Seesesivennerisiecns 20

Summer Term, 1876....., 622 eetreeiii et n s cieiliie s e 000 1205
Do, 1875.0ii 611 sueven

00 istes snscnnnng eo0ue 0. 1178

Increase.......... 11

Incresse 09000 000snvery o-un-uinuo‘---ﬂ
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" Total No. Licensed Teachers and Assistants employed,—
Winter Term, 1876
Do.

Do.

Increase ....... ........

L A et 38

4. SAnaRIES OP TEacHERS,

Received direct from Government,—
Teachers of Publie Schools, by law,'1876............... T 0 e $184880.13
Total direct from Government, 18%5. .., . 128205.47

Increase

........ e L A R $66174.66
Received from Trustees of various Sections,—*
Paid to Teachers by Trustees, per agreement— ¢
1876...4.. kL U U S O R $285569.19
D G g 286014.40
Decrease.....

B T R e

teerennns s $ 445,21
Torax: Direct from Government........

e eieeaaEs teeeesesnniiin.. $134880.18
From Trustees....., S el G s eeeeee 285569.19
Total 1876400000 0ecans et eeaetes eeee e s e aeeas s $420449.32
A 8Th L T PP sosnss Sraven Misinen 414219.87
Incrensos 6229 .45

5. Scaoor Housgs,
No. of School-houses built during 1876..,..,.......... Sreneneesanes 79
0. in course of erection, Oct. 81st, 1876 ....... 65
Amount voted for building purposes at meeting Sept., 1876...........844929.50

6. SuMmary o GovERNMENT Exrenpr

Common Schools, 1876..............................
Do, 18%...... ...

TURE IN PuBLio Somoors,

eoveserannnns, $184880.18
teseee euburennnnss 128205.47

SR
Incroase......eesrsvenan.ov.,

e $ 6674.68
Q‘

*The Souroes from whioh Trustees derive funds for the yment of Teachers Balaries and the relative
amount from each for 1875, will be seen from the foﬂawlnrmhmh
Pald to Traiees of Gomaty A

by GOVernmOnt, . vs s s ... Cesmennraesiugesidl 851000
Recved by the Trustos fom sy Aoyl o erameRt...... o 5

, . w07
hhnoal-odwlthlnmmuﬂlo_oﬂonlbymholnbwm

Peeereensetstinninntnsesenni, 172278.44

#285660.19

W
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County Academies, ]876..................................8 6510.00
Do. 1870 teeerretennnnnnnrninnioninnnnnnnnn 6740.00

Decrease. ... . St teeeeeetre0tcecttetitiatetaansonnes 230.00

\

Bonus to Teachers of Grades :—A. and B. of 5 Years service, 1876..  5046.35
Do. do. do. do. 1875..  5034.50

—_—

Increase L T TR T S T TRy L T S

. 11.85

Qnspection of Schools, 18764 uesesnnnn., teestestenteinnreneses  13760.57
Do. 1875...--...-...--........-..........- 13371.87

—————

. 888.70

Increase...........,.............................

Government Eependiture assignable to Counties, 18764000 eess eeee 160197.05
Do. do. do. 1875 e vasass 158851.84

—

«  6845.21
s DD

Inerease L I v e

Ezamination of Teachers, 18764 cessenn ..., teecteceaceses 2579207
Do, 1875.....-...-........--...-.-.-u 2141.836

Increase T L T T o S s 481.41

_——

stereeeniiian, 1062678

o, 1875.-.--..u-...-...-.........-..---n.-- 10638.6y
Decrease. 0 BT S R O e 523
Sie

Government Evpenditure not ignable to Counties, 1876. eeeeese 18199.50
Do. do. do. 18750 00a0s., 12773.82

426.18

Increase seveena.

Total Gout, Expenditure in aid of Public Schools, 1816, ......... + 173396.55
: Do, do. do. 1876400000 0.s.. 16612516

Incrense.............-..............-‘....-...-..-. 7271.39
Purchase and Impr t of Grounds, 18764 0scersrnnnnnnnnan,
Do. do.

6184.84
1875¢sseenennncesnnnens 1899.91

——
Incre&se..-...................u.-.uu....--..n.- 4284.98

Repairs or:bﬂchool Houses and Qut Houses, 187640000000, eesess 1229859
0. d 7

0. 1815--:..0.-.--.-.--' 11820.23

——ii
IDCI‘QBSO----.-;- '!lllIll..llQ"l.lI.llllll...l.lut 478.36 -




EDUCATION—EUPERINTEN\DENT,S REPORT,

PEESSESS..———————
New School Houses and Out Houses,
D :

Increuse.......................'..................

School Desks and Seats, 1876,

Decrease........-................................

School Books and
0. d

Decrense......................

Decrease.............................. P

LtsurmweonSchaals, 1876 T Y 7" IO
1875 ceveinnnnennnnnes

Sereserreveeens 204145
Increasc.........&

Commissions to Secretaries of Trustees,
D

Miscellaneous, 1876, -,

Total Expenditure on Public Schools, 1876. .. ...
Do, do.

$08% vessensisetreniy sege

Total indebtedness of Sections at close of year, 1876....
D

e ———

1876 icaseiinnnsice veesed$ 48528.19
1875 eeeiiiiiiniennnnnns 44931.59

« 3596.60

—_—
—_—

setersiesciaeacese  4204.31
teseeeenceaias  4878.04

. 668.73

6.......................... 6008.53
e eesceisinaniaa., 798529

ceesersesereases  1928,76

YHANTRN SRl ey e e e 20605.55

.o --.-.c----.---.--..---..--.--.o.--.-o

sesose  21485.65

. 830.10

_——

4828.39

Qe L CETT PP 7

,1876............,...... 9421.34
1878 svevvovisinrinine, . 8336.39

——

.......................... . 1084.95

S

181565.64
7618.81

weeres 10536.83

——

ceeennnr  18092.21

ceennnes 182684.14
eerneeneen 168563.56

——

Increase b A LT LI LT RO SR B s l4070_.5§

_—




9
9
!
3
]
; )
}
|
{
.

EDUCATION—BUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT.

8 .Torar ExeenpiTure ror Pusrio Scroors.

Government—assignable to Counties ............ .............. oo o 8160197.05
il sa sl i . 445619.07
Total assignable to Counties... ........ .coceees vvers 1o 605816.12
Government—not assignable to Counties......... ....... ... ... 18199.50
Total, 1816 e 619015.62

Do. R T e oo 094088.39
I e e e cees '24977.28

Sources of Funds to meet this Dxpendlture =

Legisiative Grants L $173396.55

Assessed on Onuntze.s..l;v law ... <eeee 106780.75
Raised, or to be raised within the sectwm bv vote of r&te—puyer . 838838.82

$619015.62

9. EDUGATIONAL Expenpirure or Nova Scoria.
. Portlon rdd by
i 31 43396 56

Public Behoolsiievivesiiveitiins vorsersiiisiiniiis $619015.62...
Normal and Model School. . o 8714.97.......... 5009.00
Special Academies......... .. 95269.00... . 5400.00
Colleiens, e nniias 34374.99............ 10800.00

Total, 1876......1..000 000, .. 8717874,58 *$194605.55
ABTbR G e « 707470.15 1859561.53
Tncresse. ...... .vcevvernrs oroi§ 090443 $ 865402
I haye the honor to be, your obedient servant,
A. 8. HUNT,

S‘-’m" 7. qu,x HrY

i *This amount includes the extra sums granted to Colleges at the two last Sesslons of the Legisla-
ure. 3







PART II.

il \

STATISTICAL TABLES.

e

PUBLIC SCHOOLS, PROVINCIAE NORMAL SCHOOL,
SPECIAL ACADEMIES AND COLLEGES/
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OF SERVICE, &e., oF THE TEeAcHERS.

TABLE III._PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Perron

ER TERM.

Period of Service of Teachers of the Ist Class: Sumw

Male Teachers of 1st Class.
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BCHOOL BUILDINGS,

TABLE X. — SCHOOL BUILDINGS.
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TABLE XIV.— PUBLIC SCHOOLS: EXPENDITURE BY SCHOOL SECTIONS.

PXPENDITURE BY SECTIONS,
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POOR SECTIONS—SPECIAL COUNTY AlID,

TABLE XV.

POOR SECTIONS; SPECIAL COUNTY AID.

Naxuzs or COUNTIES AND SessroNaz,

Districrs.

Annapolis, County of.. ... ...
Antigonish, ¢«
Cape Breton, ¢

Colchester, L e
Cumberland, « e
Digby, District of.. ..., . .. I
Clave; = & = 0= = |
Guyshoro, ¢ ;... ... . ...

St. Mary’s, District of,.' .
Halifax, County of.........,
Hants, District of East... ... .

4 “ West . ..
Inverness, County of..... ...
Kings, &
Lunenburg and N. Dublin.. . .
Chester, District of., . , ... ..
Pictou, County of.. .. ... . ..
Queens, County of.. . ...., ..
Richmond, County of. ... ... .
Shelburne, District of. ... . ..

Barrington, v

{E;gebgl;g_ i Amount of County Assessment pid to thése
tions havin, Schools over "and above  the ordinary
Schools, g allowance,
g E 8 § Summer
E & £ & | Winter Term, Porei Total,
2

188 155 18 166 17 |8 821 35

10 84 35 88 75 1738 10
36 40{ 210 97 228 48 439 45

200 115 41 119 92 235 33 -
16| 16| 185 94 120
12| 14 © 82 80 119 94 202 74
5 38 10 30 93 69 03
3 96 83 26 02 122 85
3 42 3y 14 62 56 99
4 179 65 182 24 861 89
8 29 14 37 47 66 61
16 38 14 102 60 140 74

—
9O S Ov o Or v o
(5
=

48/ 471 81002 | 298 89| 608 91
16| 24/ 9466 | 16650| 261 14
14 9 9560 60 4 156 00
6 6 6615 . 50" 116 28
200 28 12170 [ 147.5% 1 969 2

6 18/ . 57 30 -93 74 151 04
120 16/ 93 4 101 67 195 11
Liv .6y 19B0 1y g
6 6 23 22 30 80 54 02

Victoria. ... .. B e B e
Yarmouth, District of, 6. .6 2974 ] .. 8033 60 07
Argyle, T 2 4 23 12 38 34 61 46
Total 1876........... 304/ 855/ 2195 89 | 2329 14 | 4525 03

“ 1875...........| 291| 852 1996 07 | 2456 £4 | 4452 91
Increase.............| 13 3 199 82 72 12

R AR L e e e e




SPECIAL GOVERNMENT AID.

TABLE XVI.
SPECIAL GOVERNMENT AID TO POOR. SECTIONS.

Paid by Government oven
and above the ordinary] Paid by Government to-
Grants, towards Balaries] wards'erection of School]
of Teachers employed in] Houses, &c,

COUNTY. Poor Bections,*

‘Winter Bummer ‘Winter I Bumnmer
Term, Term. Term, ' Term,

Annapolis 192 71 | 253 18 . &)
Antigonish. ..............] 105 33 | 106 35 63
Cape Breton 327 22 | 361 17, . 39
Colchester 161 80 | 164 87 67
114 15 | 114 64 79
35 83 | 84 06 89
108 00 | 125 03 03
39 02 | 56 48 | 50
156 80 | 167 75 5 85
86 06 | 177 84 90
549 72 | 496 55 : 27
Kings ....... 90 14 | 187 12 23
Lunenburg ... 164 80 | 115 80 60
Pictou.. .. 170 00 | 242 00 i 00
71 62 | 133 67 29
114 69.| 99 10 3 79
Shelburne .. ... .| 88381 | 4752 83
Victoria, ., ., , | 105 66 | 126 24 90
Yarmouth. . . 6597 | 7225 138 22

Total, 1876..........12697 83 (3081 62 6506 75
«  1875,.... 2430 79 (2986 75 6159 54

Incrense..........| 267 04 | 94 87
Docrenst.e.e. o foivanoiilioiiis




COUNTY ACADEMIES.

TABLE XVII.-PUBLIC SCHOOLS. COUNTY ACADEMIES.

(Embodied in the foregoing Tables.)
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SPECIAL ACADEMIES.
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¢ BPECTAL ACADEMIES,
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EXPLANATIONS.

e st

TABLE XVII.—Continued.
PICTOU :ACADEMY.

The item $315 under the head “From Reilts, &c.,” was paid from the Public Schoot
Fund of the Town to supplement the income from other sources.
No fees are taken from pupils belonging to the County of Pictou,

" A I.McKAY, B. A, Principal.

DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTION.

(«) Most of the Pupils are boarded and educated Jree. Last year only $185 was
received from Pupils,

(b) For a brief account of the method and course of instruction, peculiar to
Deaf Mutes, see remarks appended to Table R—Education Report for 1868.

(¢) Including $1000 extra grant for Building Fund, Besides this, the New
Brunswick Government contributed $1000, and P. E. Island 8500 for support of pupils.

(d) This includes the salaries of Secretary and Matron, Servant’s Wages, Board of
Pupils, Fuel, Gas, and all other household expenses.

J. SCOTT HUTTON, M, A,, Principal.

MOUNT ALLISON MALE ACADEMY.

a) During the year an elegant Academic Hall, 60 feet x 35, was erected. The

two Sower stories provide suites of commodious class rooms, and the upper. a needed
inctease of dormotory accommodations. The cost of this building (nearly §6000)
having been specially provided for, is not included in the item for Expenditure on

Buildings.
DAVID ALLISON, LL.D.,
per DAVID KENNEDY, A, M., Principals.

MOUNT ALLISON FEMALE ACADEMY.
(a) Students in the Mental, Moral, Physical and Political Sciences, and in higher

Mathematics, attend the ¢lasses and lectures of the College Professors,
“(b) Beside the apparatus included in the report, eleven pianofortes, valued at

$4000, have been in constant use for music, instruction and practice.
() A wing 25 x 50 feet and four stories high was added to the main building
during the year, A Mansard story was also glnced qun the whule building. The
expenditure for these erections explains the difference between the total Ineome and

the total Expenditure.
JAMES R. INCH, A, M., Préncipal,

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE.—TABLE 19,

The Treasurer’s acct, is made up Jamuary 1, 1876, to 81st December, 1870.(/

The College Staff comprises six Prpfessors and a Tutor of Modern Languages. Of
this number only three Professors and the Tutor of Modern Languages are paid out of*
the College Funds, The other three Professors are paid by the Presbyterian Body.

! GEO, THOMSON,
Treasurer to the Governors Dalliousie College.
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TECAHERS’ YEARLY EXAMINATIONS,

e
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TABLE XXI.
PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS’ YEARLY EXAMINATION,

No. Candidates examin g No. Candidates | 2 s
d for Grad 4 granted 8| =
i vces, _‘d S License of Grades. &3 3
— |
AlB|lc|p|E] & AlB|lc|p|ElE | 2
Ambherst ., . | 20148 | 7 81 7 8|22 37| 44
14 (859211 92 10111 | 7] 36 56
el 6116 7 29 el 21 21 8 7 .22
8|28 28| 7 61 1) 1/11| 6] 19/ 42
1] 91410 ’ vos 11| 8|15 2| 14
15166 (81| 2 114 L...[10 /20| 23|15 77 87
11 7090/10 21 L...l...| 8| 3| 6} 12| 15
2116| 0| 6 88 L...l....| 2| 5| 4] 11| 22
21 6512212 42 1h.., 6] 1|11} 19/ 28
16 |75 (65 (16] 164 811013420 36] 108 61
8 leeiiliniifonns 6 L. 8l...f...)..] 6 o
8126 | 2 1 56 1] 8/15(14]18] 46/ 10
eoee| 18 | 41 | 15 70 16| 7 (23] 87/ 33
. 6147 |18 8 9 L.l 5|22| 8] 85 w4
New Glasgow ..,.....} 2 |12 |81 (87| 9 01 116 8115|20] 49| 42
Normal 8chool.,......]....| 24 | 81 6o 110 F...[11 )50 k3o | 4 14/ 6
Pictou.....,... 8| 7/18|84) 6 68 . 8] .4)18| 8(11] 39 20
Port Hood. cof 8106147 28 112 ...  7]12 25 11171 61| 51
Shelburne 11 8112112 ‘28 1) 1. 4| 5] 1l 17
Sherbrooke: 81 7171 18 L...| 2| 4| 4| 21 19| ¢
dney ... 18 | 85 (20..... 08 f...| 8|13 [16| 5] 42| 26
Tatamagouche .,, ceeel T I87 17 03 200 1] 8|15 26| 87
e 4141164/ 90) 121 8| 1116|925 |28] 73 48
Windsor e | 18 (18| 6 87 Kool 71 4| 9] 20 17
Woltvilley...u vy o.0f....| 8| 56 61) 20 112 )...| 8|16|28 23 68| 44
Yarmouthi.....v...0ufein.| 81 12 21 9 a6 |....| 1 4108 211 24
Total 1876.........] 17 |146 (722 |69 184 | 1761 16 | 82 (276 1209 (318 | 991 570

' 1875....000.0 11 | 09 1604 |540 148 1402 6.| 66 (106 188 1213 | 658,




TABLE XXII,

BUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE,

BuMMARY oF GovenNueNr Gmants ror Epvoariow, 1876,

Common Behools, . ovvvvvvivvisoisooviioiiiiisininnininis $134,880 13
County Academies. ..., T IR R O 6510 00
Teachers’ Bonus,, .. .. i i e R Ry TR R e 5046 35
Inspectors’ Salaries......... Ceriee ] RS OB U 18,100 57
W SLAAONGEY, &01 s sssrsnarrioniiniriininshs 660 00
Examination of Tedehers. . .....oovvvvvviiiiinnnn,, 2572 717
Printing, including Journal of Education............ 1918 45
Travelling Expensos Pupil Teachers Normal School..... 482 00
Office Expenses, Registers, &......0o00viiiiiiiinnn.. 1572 80
Special Aid to Poor Sections, . .. ......cv.ui. il 127 80
ormal and Model Schools........... Vil 5009 00
Colleges, , .. .., L e el R 10,550 00
Special Academios, ... o0vviviiiviiiiiiiias 5650 00
Bl OWO8. . o0y v i9r60 e somaieain i primve i aessbaie. 2698 00
Interest for 1875.... s
Interost for 1876, .0 00000000 s0noiiiiaas ... 168882 377368

LRI S $194,605 55
et AR e 185,665 16

INCronse, s vooosvesroreneadoniis vy ey .08\ 9040 89
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APPENDIX A,

REPORT OF THE NORMAL AND MODEL SCHOOLS.

Rev. A, S. Husr, M. A,

Sir,—Last year was in some respects the most prosperous in .the history
of the Normal School. Never before had we so large an attendance. The
number actually enrolled was one hundred and Jorty-five ; six of these, however,
remained but a few days, hence I have not placed their names in the list.
Tho average attendance per scholar was twenty-one weeks, which is the highest
yet reached.

As the result of examination for license, eleven received Grade B; Sifty-
eight Grade C; thirty Grade D ; four Grade E; and siz failed to take any
license. Most of the remaining thirty left the Institution at the end of April
and were probably examined for license in their own counties, '

Siaty-one students were awarded Normal School Diplomas, ten receiving
Grade “Superior;” twenty-¢ight Grade  Good ;* and twenty-three Grade “ Fair.”
A large number failed to make the required attendance.

. _The Governor-General’s prize medals were awarded to Miss Ellen Bailly,
of Lunenburg, and Miss Margaret Newcomb, of Cornwallis. g

In the Model Schools, including the “ Willow Street School,” which really
forms part of the Institution, we have had ten departments in operation. In
the Model School Proper, there were eight departments, each forming a distinct
grade. This Institution is now-in exco%ent condition and is 8 most important
adjunct to the Normal School, presenting both in respect to organization and
class work, an exemplification of the principles which it inculcates, and afford-
ing an arena for practical training in the art of teaching.

I must repeat my suggestions made two years ago, and u rivately on
different wcas%?np, res;egetin the Normal Scheol Dip_lomu.. or gevemlyraa-
sons it is desirable that the Diploma should be distinet from the Provincial
License. Many students who are entitled to a Diploma are not examined for
License at the end of the Session. ' Some who receive the License and Diploma
" combined, subsequently take a higher grade of License. Agai , it sometimes
occurs that the Grade of Diploma is not filled in at the Bdueation Office.
In such case the holder, if so disposed, could fill the blank with the grade most
accoptable to himself. By separating the two certificates, much troublesome
and needless correspondence would be avoided.

For some time the conviction has gained strength with me, that students
for the Normal School should be received only at the beginning of the Session
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in November. Under present arrangements a large number come in after the
Christmas Holidays. These are unable to join the classes formed at the begin-
ning of the Session, either to the satisfaction of the teachers or to their own
profit.

It affords me much pleasure to refer to the action of the Government and
Legislature in making provision for the erection of a new Normal School
Building. The propos‘;.;? building promises to be a fine structure, well adapted
to the purpose for which it is designed, and creditable to those who have been
instrumental in its erection.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Yours Obediently,
J. B. CALKIN.
Normal School, Truro, Dec. 21, 1876.




NORMAIL SCHOOL.

NORMAL SCHOOL.

NAMES OF STUDENTS, &o.

Normal Behool Provinclal

SOuNEE: iploma. License.

!
Henry Slocomb Anglpo]is Good 64
Abner J. McKenne. . . .| Kings Fair 47
Thomas Croaker........ ..| Annapolis “ 43 .
William A, DeWolfe Hants Good 62 C.
Ohver Cogswell | Kings Not classed | Not exam’d.
Henry King...ocvovvvnnn.. Colchester Good 65 —_
Crawford Linton “ “ 50 C.
Robert Kennedy.......... Guysborough Not classed | Not exam’d.
Willard V. Bogart. Annapolis 5 .
Libbie Blair Colchester i 4
Maggie . Newcomb. . .| Kin Superior 83 B.
Maggie Barteaux........ . Good 73 C.
Lizzie Tupper. Fair 48 Not exam’d.
Janetta Lohnes Lunenburg Not classed D.
Rosilla Cropley...........| Annapolis gt Not exam'd.
Nellie Bailly [ Lunenburg Superior 84 B,
Mary Murray....... Colchester Fair 49 C.
A. Etta Berry....... o £ “ 89 D.
Libbie Trotter......... +..| Antigonish Superior 76 | Not exam’d.
Agnes Miller. Colchester Lty B.
Augusta Wood............| Cumberland Grood 56 Not exam’d.
Ella M. Palmer. Kings “ 68 0
Laleah Palmer:........... 4 “« 62 C
Ellen M. Loomer. Hants Not classed: | Not exam’d.
Jane Ryer........ S Shelburne . Y i)
Mary J. Burris Colchester
Julia J. Pineo..." Kings
Luther Fields........ «+...| Colchester
Samuel M. Deller.........| Halifax

‘ . D. .

Eliza Mahon .. <vevs| OColchester - | Buperior75 | Not exam’d.

Olive Fox . Shelburne G 8] 4

Edgar Magee Annapolis Dismissed "

Kate Little. Colchester Superior 77 #

‘Amos P. Rushton.........,| OCumberland Grood 64
““

D.
‘Annie 8. Barnes.......... Not classed | Not exam’d.
Bessie Crowe Colchester Fair 37 s
Nettie Hynds.... .. ...... # i Not classed
Mary C. Hynds............| % Womoy
" Ella Glendeuning...........| Cumberland ¢
Emily Cook Halifax Good 50 :
Anmelia Blair.... Colchester | Fﬁg49 ' )y~

t‘/_?
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NORMAL SCHOOL — Continued.

Normal 8chool Provincial
oopmTE: iploma. License.

Mary J. McLeod Colchester Grood 51
Sarah Archibald Halifax “« 51
Annie Mason Hants “ 50
Libbie Rutherford..........| Colchester « 52
Maria Countaway Lunenburg Not classed | Not
Emma Hislop Colchester Fair - 43
O. Ada Blanchard ¢ Good 54
Minnie Brown ) “ 53
Bessie DeWolfe Hants
Rachel DeWolfe .. ..... ¢ 5t
Agnes Hennesy Colchester
Janet McDermid...........| Antigonish
Mary M. Brown..... «....| Halifax
Susan Cutten Colchester
Hannah J. Blackmore....... £
Jessie Malcom
Lucy J. Morrell
Christina Fulton
Elzina Fletcher..: .
Susan Skiuner Not exam'd,
Maggie E. Dunlap i 8
Maggie Hennesy B
Martha Kent . Not classed | Not exam'd,
Mary J.Clark............ : Fair 31 ¢
Susan E. Cohoon Gruysborough Superior 78 5
Emma Currie g Halifax Not classed i
John M. Gourley.......... Colchester ¢ o
Kate Yorston New Brunswick | Good 58 C.
Maria Sangster - Hants Not classed | Not.exam'd.
Amanda E. Edgett Annapolis Fair 48 D.
Fatime Crowe Colchester Not classed D.
Hester A. Sproul........ .| Cumberland Good 55 D.
Esther Cox Colchester Fair 42 C.
Eliza Archibald............ 4 Not classed | Not exam’d.
Olivia Leake + Cumberland Good 58 C.
Annie Stanford............| Lunenburg “ 59 Eei(of
Anna Harvey. Hants Not classed. | Not exam’d.
John H. Putnam. +v..| Colchester Fair 48 C. .
Amelia Miller. . Pictou Not classed | Not exam'd.
" Ada A. Travis.. .. Cumberland Fair 47 C.
Brenton C. Munroe Kings - “ 43
‘Minnie McLean. Pictou ¢ Superior 75
Maggie J. Ross............| Cumberland Not classed
Lucy H. Eaton............| Hants i
Emma Lewis «....o00un... Colchester
Liilie Freeman ¢...........| Cumberland
Cyrena North.. .. Kings
Seffie L. Hall..,. il ot
Annie J. McDonald.. . Colchester

xam'd.

s 0000

soppado| peeal




NORMAL SCHOOL.

NORMAS' LOHOOL — Continued.

Normal 8chool Provincial
Diploma. License.

Kate McLeod. Colchester | Not classed C.
Mary M. McDonald........| .« “ D.
Annie K. Beach Kings D. ®
Hanna L. Brown........... 4 Not exam’d.
Franklin D, Beach “
Rebecca Leck Halifax
Bertha Cameron Cumberland
Susan Sommerville. . .. .. o i
Emma Nesbit
Ida Parker

i Pictou

Rosanna Thompson Colchester
Adelia Crowe Hants
Maria Phelan v U

coooe

oy

“
Halifax
Alexander T McDonald. ...| Colchester
Bophie McGregor. .........| Annapolis
Anna J. Fox Halifax
Lavinia Mlller Colchester

“ 3

QeeeogoH

Jessie Smlth G 5
Jane Wentherby el
Willard Griffin ... Kings
Lalia Clarke Annapolis
Minnie Challen............| Kings
Eva McBurnie. . Colchester
Edith Moore. A
Edith E. Peppard §
Bleanora Browne.......... Kings -
Daniel McKay.......... «.t Pictou
Leonard Meek Kings
James R. Webster bt
Raymond Banks it
Evans Ross.............. Picton
Hannah Swan Colchester Superior 75
Cumberland Not clnssed
“*

HEDay

ogy

HEoo

cooaREEY

Kingsa

Halifax
Elizabeth A. Wilson........ i
Lizzie Myers.,............ Cumberland
‘Christina E. McLean.. , . «..| Picton
Lizzie Moore.,............| P.E Island « | Not exam’d.
Eliza Stumbles. . () ! o 2
James M. Murphy ...| Inverness a9,
Augusta Pipes............ : C.
Ralph 8, Eaton............| Ki .
Hll'ryElbon ToAvites oo * i —_— 4

Bwo

Saga
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ANNAPOLIS COUNTY.

APPENDIX B.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS’ OF SCHOOLS OF THE
DIFFERENT COUNTIES. -

ANNAPOLIS COUNTY.

L. 8. Mozsz, Inspector. %
SIR,—
1 hereby submit the following report on the state of the Public Schools
in the County of Annapolis, for the year ended October 31st, A. D, 1876. I
also forward herewith the Tables of Statistics and my Notes of Inspection for
the period named, which may be considered a Suppl t to this report, and
to which I refer for minute information concerning the work of the yeur.

The number of Sections in the County has been increased to one hundred
and two during the year by the formation of two new Sections in the District
of Annapolis East, out of Sections previously established.  Tirty-seven Sections
have been adjudged worthy of receiving extra aid as “ Poor Sections.” Seven
Sections only, five of which are ¢ Poor Sections,” have been without schools
during the year. Four Sections hayve never availed themselves of the benefits
to be derived from the present system of education, of which number #hree are
now taking the necessary steps to enable them to comply with the law. ‘

In the matter of School Accommodation very little can be said in addition; to
what has been embodied in my former reports. Owing no doubt to the scarcity
of money, but little improvement has been made in this particular during the
year. Inalarge majority of the sections the accommodation is sufficient to mieet
. the requirements of thelaw, In those cases in which the number of seats and
desks provided is not large enough to satisfy the strict demands of the Statute,
the accommodation is *hevertheless sufficient for the number of pupils daily
present at school. :

The Furniture in most school“rooms consists of wooden desks and seats of
ﬂle ordinary kind. In five school-rooms only are patent desks used. The
supply of Apparatus is also quite limited, and consists in most instances of
black-board and maps. For more minute information on this point I refer you
to the Tables of Statistics and Notes of Inspection for the year. .It would be
conducive to the interests of education, if each section were compelled to keep
its school-room furnished with un adequate supply of proper apparatus. There
is great indifference manifested in this respect in many sections. :

The number, grade and sex of teachers employed during the year are as
shown by the following table:— ;

. | Male. | Female.|Total.
47 48 95
87 70 | 107
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Bix assistants were also employed during the Winter Torm, and eight dur-

ing the Summer Term, My former reports on this subject are applicable to
the prosent occasion, I am pleased, however, to be alile to show an increase
in the number of malo teachers employed over that reported in 1875, This
class of teachers, generally speaking, under the present condition of affairs,
makes the profession of teaching a stepping-stone to other more permanent
and more profitable situations. But few make teaching a life-work. Those
who do 80 becama the most successful teachers.

The grade of leense held by the teachers employed during the year, has, in
most instances been well sustained, Inexperience and want of tact has inter-
fered with the success of some, Owing to the scarcity of regularly licensed
teachers, it has been found necessary in a few instances to recommend the
granting of “permissive licenses.” The persons who have besn licensed in
this manner have succeeded quite well. The large number who have obtained
licenses at the Examination in July last, will cause the supply to equal the
demand, and thus obviate the necessity of granting “ permissive licenses” for
some time to come, ; »

he amount paid to teachers during the year, inclusive of Government
Grant and Bonus, was about $23,078.00. This would give to each teacher
omgloyed a1 average sum of $243.37 only, :
bservation has convinced me that teachers who have received a Normal
School training are more successful as a rule, than those who have never at-
tended an institution of that character, This County, however, can furnish
some teachers, who not having received such a training, are nevertheless very
successful in the school-room, and an honor to the profession. Such persons
ave an inherent tact for imparting instruction and will be successful under
sny circumstances,

A slight fnprovement in the attendance of pupils can be reported. The per
centage of enrolled pupils daily present for time in session was 59.4 for the
Winter Term, and 58.9 for the Summer Term, The proportion of the popu-
lation of the County at school during some portion of the year was 1 in 3.6,
which is the same as reported last year. The number of children between five
and. fifteen years of age reported not at school in sections having schools, was
666, during the Winter Term, and 669 during the Summer Term. The small
per centage of pupils daily present at school, together with_the large numbers
reported not at school in sections having schools, is indicative of great indif-
feronce and carelessness on the part of parents, .

Daring the year I have made one hundred and ninety-siz official visits to the
schools, “This work has occupied a considerable porti i
caused an amount of travel equal to one thousand evght hundred und JSifty miles.
The results of this official visitation you will find embodied in the Notes of
Inspection for the year.

It is grntifyinlf to be able to report an improvement in the County Academy
at Annapolis; The rate-payers of that Section have at last begun to appreciate
the benefits thrust upon them by the Legislature. The School House hias been
enlarged and improved. The room appropriated to the Academic Department
has been furnished with patent desks and now presents a neat, cheertul and
ereditable appearance. Dﬂ- Samuel C. Shafner, a grade A teacher, hag had
charge of this institution during the year. The energy and tact which he has
displayed, and the success which has crowned his labors, deserve special men-
tion, ' The attendance has been better than' formerly reported, but not so great
86 it should be. A few non-residents of the section have availed themsclyes
of the benefits of Mr. Shafner’s tuition. It is very d ibtful, however, if the
advantages conferred upon the County at large ul'eb%mmensumtu with the

rge outlay of public money granted to this institution, \The influence exerted
by the Academy is more strictly local than public and general,




COLCHESTER COUNTY. 11

The amendinents which have been made in the law during the last two ses-
sions of the Legislature, are proving and will continue to prove beneficial to
the interests of education, especially in the outlying districts of the County.

1 would again suggest the propriety of making other amendments to the law -

such as have been mentioned in former reports. ;

In conclusion I must express the conviction that the past year has been one
of educational. prosperity. The unprecedentedly large number of schools in
operation affords cause for encouragement,

Respectfully submitted,
L. 8. MORSE.
Rzv. A. 8. Huxr, A. M,
Superintendent of Education.

COLCHESTER COUNTY.

D, H. Surra, Inspector.
Dear Sigr,—

‘With my abstracts of Returns and Notes of Inspection, I now forward,
for your consideration, my second annual report on the eondition of schools in
the County of Colchester, for the school year ended October 31st, 1876.

During this year three new sections, named New Boston, Little Bass River,
and West St. Andrews, and numbered respectively 83, 84 and 85, have been
formed, making in all in the County 115,

Of these, 8—New Boston, East River, F. 1., Union, Beaver Meadow,
Irwin, Upper Brookfield, West 8t. Andrews, and Springmont,—have had no
school during any portion of the year. 15 Sections—Maccan Road, North
River F. L., Lower Economy, Castlereagh, West Branch N. R., Kemptown,
* Upper Pleasant Valley, Lower Pleasant Valley, Alma, Forest Glen, Coldstream,

Smithfield, 8t. Andrews, Hardwood Hill, and River John Road,—had no

school during the winter term. 7 Sections,—Upper Chiganoise, De Bert
River, North Mountain, Upper North River, Fort Ellis, Slade’s and Rossville
—have had no schoel during the summer term. ;

With regard to the sections: having no school during any portion of the
term, I may remark that, with the exception of Upper Brookfield, I hope to
be able to report more favorably in' the, future. East River, F. I., has now
completed its school house—a house that presents a most creditable appear-
ance, and reflects great honor upon the energy and enterprize displayed in
providing such commodious and well equipped apartments, for the education
of, children of the section—and will have a school in operation during the
present coming term. New Boston, Little Bass River, Beaver Meadow, West
St. Andrews, Union and Irwin, are making every preparation to gecure school
- advantages, and will, in all probability, have school open some portion of the
next year. This is most gratifying, as these sections are weak and struggling,
and ~require no little exertion and sacrifice on the part of the rate-payers to
maintain a school. i S

Were ‘there half as’ much interest or anxiety evinced in the education And
welfare of their ehildren, among people in those sections having school o
part of the year, I should not have the painful task of reporting such a lon
catalogue of schools vacant either in the sumnier or winter term. It is cej

\

#
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tainly too bad that in sections like North River, F. I., Lower Economy, Hard-
wood Hill and De' Bert\River, school should be maintained only six months of
the year. In North River, F. I, the number of registered pupils in attendance
upon school this summer was 69—64 being from 5 to 15 years of age, and 5
over the age of 15. In Lower Economy the number registered was 48—44
from 5 to 15, while the whole number in the section is 53. In Hardwood
Hill 64—62 from 5 to 15; and in DeBert River 62—56 from 5 to 15. Besides,
in each of these sectiuns, we find quite a large number from the age of 5 to 15
who did not attend school at all. Now, with such an array of numbers before
us as these,”it would appear that the educational advantages so generously
conferred upon us by law, are excessively underrated by the people in those
localities. Certainly the Trustees, in these cases, are eulpable, and, by their
neglect of duty, render themselves liable to the ihfliction of the severest peu-
alty the law imposes. By their action, these children are allowed to grow up
in ignorance, unfit to discharge, with suecess and honor, those duties demand-
ed of them, by society and the country, when they become responsible citizens
of the land. = No satisfactory reason can be assigned, why such a course should
be pursued with regard to the schools, in these sections. True, in DeBert
River, a new school house has lately been erected and may yet be somewhat
involved in debt, but the section is large and comparatively wealthy, and this
should offer no objection. I do sincerely trust that in the future, these as well
as others similarly situated, will display a more intense interest in the welfare
of their children and see that school is maintained during the whole year.

The number of schools in operation during the winter tern was 106,
registering 5149 pupils; while in summer it was 117, with 5756 registered
pupils. The number of registered pupils is somewhat smaller, compared with
that of last year; but the number present some portions of this year is larger
than what it was last, giving 1 in every 8.5 of the population, while in 1875 it
was 1in 8.7.

The number of teachers employed during the year is as follows :—

‘WINTER.
C. D. E
17 13 0
46 24 5

5 } 110

SuMMER.

Co o DiiiBe
13 2 0 =26
50 81 10 — 93}“9

‘We thus see that a very large proportion of our teachers are ladies. Es-
pecially is this the case with regard to the Summer term,—of the 199 teachers
employed 93 were female. In Winter, the proportion is not so great. Male
teachers are more sought after in Winter, in consequence of the attendanee of
larger scholars, whose employment prevents them from attending during Sum-
mer ; hence the smaller proportion of females. [ know that it is generally
-supposed that female teachers ‘are not fitted to maintain proper government in
the school-room, when attended by such a class of scholars. This, howewer,
is not always the case. Some of our best regulated schools, containing scholars
advanced in years, are taught by ladies. The peculiar tact which they display
and the thorough knowledge they possess of their work, place them upon such
high vantage ground, that they do not appear to have the least difficulty in
seouring proper discipline. It would thus seem that in time our whole worls -
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of instruction is'to be entrusted to the care of female teachers. And there is
no reason why it should not be. Woman possesses a refining, subduing in-
fluence that men do not always exert. While this is brought to bear upon the
scholars in the school-room, it produces a telling effect to her advantage. And
since the Government has removed every restriction from her gaining the
highest grade, there is now an opportunity for her to assume charge of the
most prominent positions in our schools, Such of those as have acquired
Grade B license, are meeting with the most encouraging success. And it is
to be hoped that those of: them who have given such satisfactory results in their
work, teaching under lower grades, may at once fit themselves to undergo the
required examination and secure higher licenses,

But while I so speak respecting the work of the female portion of our
teachers, I do not for s momeént wish to be understood that I place a higher
value upon their services, than upon those of the male. This is not the case.
‘While many of our fomales are doing a creditable work, ‘cur male teachers are
doing a service not loss so. This fact must be patent to every one who looks
at the efficient condition of our graded schools in Truro, Great Village, Upper
Stewiacke, Tatamagouche, and Fgolly Village, Indeed, I must congratulate the-
head teachers of these for the admirable exhibition their respective schools
made on the day of my visit of inspection ; also that made by Mr. Dimock’s

. and Mr, Little’s departments, in the Model Schools, on the day of the closing
examination, These are gontlemen of fine scholarship,—long experience in
educational work, and have succeeded in bringing their schools to*a very high
degree of efficiency. And it is to be hoped that those in the country, who
desire to prosecute their studies to a greater length than they have the means
to do in tEoir own section, will avai] themselves of the great facilities offered

) here. 1 feel, that if they should do so, they will not be disappointed. Indeed
the whole school is now under the management of such an accomplished and
experiencod staff of teachers, that the results cannot but be the most satis-
factory.

...But while speaking of results, I am only too sorry, that I am not able to
spesk as fuvora{:ly of our miscellaneous schools, as of our graded. We have,
of course, many teachers who are doing all that can be expected of them. But
there are many who bave made an egregious mistake in assuming the ferule,
and entering the school room, They know their attainments are such as do
not warrant them to undertuke the work demanded of them. Yet, with
consciousness of this, what appedrs to be so astounding, is that they do not
make any attempt, after schoolpﬁouu, by application to study, to prepare them-
selves for their work. The text book takes their place, does what it can, and
the conse%uenm is that the pupils become mere automatons. Like a lot of
parrots, they will give answers.to questions when put in the exact words in
which they have been accustomed to hear them asked, but when in other terms
they are like a ship’s crew adrift at sea—they do not know where they are. I

rot very much indeed thatso many of our teachers allow themselves to
fall into this method of doing their work. By pursuing such a course the
great end of education is almost wholly defeated, and the time uEent by the
scholars pr f little avail. The understanding fails to grasp the ideas, the °
reasoning % not lwnk::;d to activity, and the consequence is that '
there is nd men velopment and no progress made in education.

Fair indeed, has been made; but it is not as sstisﬁwtmy as we
would like. Perhaps this is due, not merely to the want of proper attainments
on the part of the teacher, and his or inaptitude to impart instruction, but
as well to the custom of changing the teachers at the expiration of every term,
80 P! t in many of our country sections, It matters little how success-
ful the present teacher may be, yet that teacher must be dismissed or allowed
for the sake of an iticrense of a fow dollars to the salary, to accept of s situs-
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tion in the neighboring section, The number of teachers, employed last winter
in the same section, as during the previous time, was only 36, while last sum-
mer it was 62, This is more encouraging. The number removed to new sge-
tions for the winter term was 55, and for the summer 47, while the number of
new teachers for the corresponding tefms was respectively 18 and 11, Surely,
when such s course is adopted, it is impossible for the scholars to make that
rogress they otherwise would do had the 'services of their former tenchers

n continued, The newly employed teacher requires to spend so much time
in review to discover the several attainments of the scholars, with a view to
classification, and then a review is to be made in preparation for the closing
examination, so that we see much of the time is consumed in performing work
other than that which is new énd fresh to the children, Whereas if the pre-
vious teacher had been conbhued, a great portion of ‘such could have been
avoided, and more time devoted to the advancement of the pupils in their
respective spheres of labor. -

Still further, we cannot look for progress in our schools when there exists
so much irregularity of attendance, Although it is great, yet I am pleased to
be able to report o decided improvement upon last year. The number daily(”
present on an average for the time in session per 100 registered pupils for the i
winter of 1875, was 50.5; in the corresponding term of 1876 it was 54.3,
The number daily present on an average for the full term, per 100 registered
pupils, was, in_the winter of 1875, 45.4; while in the winter of 1876 it
reached 514, In the summer term, the result is still more encouraging. In
1875 the nymber daily present on an average for the time the schools were in
session was. 51,5 e in the summer term of this year it rose to 57.06,
These results ‘indicat greater interest manifested in our schools than for-
merly, and ‘were it met for a number of sections in the Btirling Distriet our
average would be much larger than what it is. In No. 16 section, Stirling
District, I foupd at school on the day of my visit of inspection, a mild day in
March, 6 scholars present. 1, moreover, learned from the register that the
teacher had been teaching a number of days with only 3 and 4 present, and
several days with even 1 in attendance. This, of course, is the minimum at-
tendance, but I eould mention other schools which, in this respect, had been
almost equally demoralized. In the summer term, perhaps, this stato of mat-
ters miﬁ::t. to o considerable degree, be remedied by allowing the Trustees to
prescribe the time of holidays, I know that in certain parts of the county
they take place at & very inappropriate season. Children, who could attend
then, are required to remain at home, when the school is in operation, to sssist,
it may be, in securing the harvest or fall crop, and are consequently, for that
time, deprived of its advantages. Were the time of the holidays differently
arranged and placed at the disposal of the Trustees, such might be avoided
and s more regular attendance secured. Such an arrangement, I think, would
meet with the approval of the teachers generally and maintain the schools
throughout the year in a more efficient condition. It is to be hoped tha
such change may soon be effected, for in a county like this there should be a
much higher attendance, 8o long as so much irregularity prevails, it is impos-
sible to expoct results mhg'mw to the amounts expended for educational pur-
poses, Wo look in vain for progress, and feel inclined to ‘ask how it is, that
the trustees and peagle, who contribute so largely for the support of these
schools, can think of deriving from the services of their téachers any benefit
for their children, when sufficient interest is not evinced to see that they attend
with sny degree of regularity,. What paltry excuses sre allowed fo retain
them st home? How often are the inclinations of the child consulted and
considered parasmount to everz other interest ?

If any class of persons should exhibit a deep concern in the interests of
the school, that class should be the Trustees. Instead of this being the case,
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however, we frequently find the opposite to be true. In too many instances,
with shame be it told, they are gppointed for the expresa purpose of retarding
the interests of the school. A trust®e attended the last annual school meet-
ing of his section, succeeded in' passing a vote for the assessment of a paltry
sum for the support of a school during the summer term, and exerted his in-
fluence to vote it down for the winter. Not satisfied with this, but exulting
over his apparent triumph, he snapped his fingers at those who showed an
anxiety to have school during the wholej year, and said that so far as he was
concerned he could avail himself of the privileges of the school in the adjoin-
ing section. But that trustee was ignorant. When he snapped his fingers he
did not seem to know he was about ‘%o the full length of Il)lis tether. That
most judicious provision, lately made in the law, leaving such. a privilege
to be conferred to the recommendation of the Inspector, interfered and de--
barred him from the enjoyment of the advantages of the meighboring section.
‘We had him; he could not get over the fence;'and the consequence was a
school was immediately put into operation. Although such a spirit as evinced.
by this trustee is not very frequently exhibited by the majority, throughout
this county, yet I am sorry to state that indications of it are too often mani-
fested. If a school 4s kept in operation they place over it a teacher of the
lowest grade whose services have been employed at the lowest salary possible.
They seldom if ever visit the school. They do not give the teachers that en-
couragement and co-operation so anxiously desired. Hence arise among the
people much dissatisfaction and fault-finding with the teachers. Indeed it is
generally the case that wherever we find the trustees active in the discharge of
their duties and wide-awake to the interests of the school, there we find the
most successful and satisfactory schools. The teacher’s hands are sustained in
his or her work, the school-house is kept in constant repair, and the apparatus
is never found wanting.

With regard to the apparatus furnished by the majority of our schools, I
may say that it is entirely too inadequate to serve their wants. Most of our
school houses possess maps of the Eastern and Western Hemispheres, a map.
of Nova Scotia and a quantity of blackboard surface. The maps forwarded by
the Government I have been distributing among those schools most in need,
and find they are performing a service in these long required. The blackboard
surface, in many of the schools, stands in need of immediate repairs, and in its

resent condition utterly fails to fulfil the purposes for which it was designed.
%ven when we find the blackboard surface in good repair and all that might be:
’ desired, it is no uncommon thinito discover that the Trustees neglect to pro-:
vide chalk. | This is quite a cheap article and it is to be hoped that the Sec--
retaries of the several Boards of Trustees will in future not fail to supply such
an indispensible requisite. Without it is impossible for work t6 go on satis--
factorily. The blackboard is reqtired to be used in the recitation of every
lesson, and when this is not done the recitation is not made effectively. The
average number of square feet of blackboard surface in the County is 64. The
number of Ball Frames reported is only 63,—24 Globes, 25 Clocks, 95 Hand
Bells, 3 Thermometers, 36 English Dictionaries for teachers desk, 2 Biographi-
cal Dictionaries, and 8 Gazetteers. Several of the sections have been indeed
8o dilatory in providing such apparatus as is indispensible to the performance
of the work of school successfully, that, upon my report, the Board has author~
ized. me to retain an amount of the County grant sufficient to furnish such.
This, no doubt, will have a salutnry effect upon other sections similarly situated,
and their schools will consequently be better able to exhibit a more satisfactory
and efficient work than they have hitherto done.

The work done in the schools, upon the whole, has dnﬁng the past year -

been quite satisfactory. But we cannot look for very satisfactory results
from the schools in those sections having from 80 to 100 children from 5 to
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o
15 years of age, presided over by & sirfgle teacher, who is required to do the
whole work of instruction. This is ¥h& case with th8 following sections :—
Murphy’s, River Jno, Road, Portaupiqdy, and Enst River, I L Each of these
sections should have a school house with two departments, under the super-
vision of two efficient teachers. Of course it is to their pecuniary advantage
fo continue as they are. By the employment of one teacher the County geants
are generally such as will relieve them almost entirely from any sectional
assessment. This is helping themselves orie way, but it is not fulfilling the
intention of the law or securing for their children that mental training the
country now demands of them. True the Portaupique and Bast River Sections
have school houses with two departments, but they have what the Trustees
call an unlicensed assistant. But they are no assistants—they are teachers
without liegnses. They keep a separate register and conduct their work apart
from the prineipal school. Their pupils never come under the supervision of
uch must be the case, if an assistant is to be employed. - The
erefore, cannot properly obtain an allowance of the County grant
ue, for the attendance of the*scholars under their tuition. The

Trustees;
otherwise

Council of Public Instruction should not tolerate such practice. An enact-
ment shouN}l at once be made prohibiting sections having the number of children
that the above mentioned have from 5 to 15 years of age, from receiving a

for an average attendance over 86, unless they have in employ-~
hsed assistant or two teachers. When a single teacher undertakes
the work required in the school in such sections, that teacher, in -attempting
to discharge successfully the duties demanded, either seriously impairs: his or
her health, or the school becomes a complete failure.
The principal work to which the teachers in the country school are required
‘to devote most of their attention, is that of reading and arithmetic. Writing, of
.course, assumes a prominent part, but it appears to me not so much so as the
.others. Perhaps this is the reason why there is so much indifferent penman-
:ship observed among our scholars. They do not have the practice which makes
perfect. But if they do not have it in writing, they do in reading; yet they
have not reached. that degree of proficiency which we might term perfect,”—far
from it. During my visits of inspection this Summer, I have been particular
in examining our teachers giving lessons to the younger scholars just commenc-
ingto read. I think I have discovered why we have so much bad reading in
our schools. In fact I cannot very well see, from the manner in which instruc-
tion is given, how it could be otherwise. . .It is with those just beginning that
our teachers make the grand mistake in teaching reading. 1 know it requires
much time but it will be time profitably spent. When once.they have com-
menced right the work is half done. No series of books can do this for the
teacher. The black-board, under his or her strict supervision, will do more
than the text book, And when once the child has acquired an idea of expression,
by little care on the part of the teachers, it will, when advanced to the Third
or Fourth Reader, render its lessons as natural as if it was speaking its own
gentiments. If the black-board was, moreover, more generally used ix teaching
arithmetic—in explaining and illustrating its several principles—I believe more
satisfactory results would be reached in this department oF study. Besides I

am convinced that many of our teachers commit a great mistake in allowing
their scholars to take up the study of the higher branches, before they are
thoroughly grounded in the mere elementary garts. Ioften think that many of
our teachers have actually realized the very of their ambition, when they
_are able to state to the Inspector that they have so many in algebra, so many

geometry and so many in practical mathematics. 1 am, of course, always
leased to see scholars thus far advancedifbut when they do not thoroughly un-
erstand the principles of arithmetic over which they have gone, I cannot bit
think that the study of them is very often a greaf loss of time. Geometry and
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algebra are now becoming quite a common study. During the Winter term
340 were workiug algebra and 235 studying geometry ; in the Summer 354
algebra, and 199 geometry. Grammar, geography and history, though more
extensively than formerly, are not studied to such a degree as is to be desired.
Oceasionally we find parties' who persist in opposing their study. A trustee
last Buramer sent; express orders to the teacher of his school, commanding her
not to teach any such branches. But I hope that day is now passed when
teachers shall receive orders with such commands s these, 1963 studied
grammar orally, and 1612 the text book. In the Winter term there were
studying geography, orallf) 2968; of Nova Scotia, 1411 ; general, 1589 ; in
the Summer, orally, 3499 ; Né tia, 1018 ; general, 1458. In the Winter
term 815 were engaged in the stud; of British American History, and 1150
British Histery. In Summer 1002 British American, and- 848 British.

The Books employed as Text Books are those prescribed by the Council of
Public Instruction. They are now almost universally furnished by the scholars
themselves, I have received of Messrs. A. & W. Mackinlay copies of the
Royal Serios of Readers and Wall Cards, which I have slightly examined and
found to be works of excellent merit. The plan pursued in the prefentation of
the matter is superior, while the scope of the subjects treated is vefy compre-
hensive. The salections are choice and varied, and cannot fail to create in the
<hild an absorbing interest in the lesson. Besides, the numerous illustrations,
which #ill their pages, must necessarily be an inestimable assistance to the
scholar, in grasping the sentiments of the writer, and in forming a clear conce
tion of the question under discussion. But the most pleasing feature [ think
in the whole series, are the Wall Cards for beginners. These are calculated to
supply & desideratum long folt in our country schools, and their introduction
must be a source of great satisfaction to our teachers. The Colling’ Series of
Readers I have not yet had the opportunity of seeing, and cannot therefore
speak of their merits. The Royal Series, however, I would be pleased to ses’at
once introduced, although I have always been opposed to the change of the
present Readers with a view to the improvement of our reading in the schools.
1f an improvement is to be made in this respect it must commence with the
teachers—the text book cannot do it.

With, regard to the school-houses in this County, I am pleased to be able
to report so favorably. Many have been repaired, and many /sections are
making prﬁp&mtions for the erection of new ones, The houses in Tower
Economy, Upper Economy, Liower Stewiacke Bast, Chiganoise, Shubenacadie,
and some other sections, which, last year, were in such a dilapidated condition,
have been completely renovated and now present a very réspectable appeardnce, -
Pleasant Hills, Old Barns, Beaver Bank, De Bert, Acadia Mines, Forest Glen,
Brookfield, Newton Mills, Hingley’s Mills, Murphy’s, Slade’s, Lake Road, River
John Road and Henderson’s Sections all require new school-houses, and the
Boards have authorized me to notify them, that suc _provision must be made
in a very short time. New school-houses have been opened in Eastville, East
River, ¥, I., West Branch, N, R., and East and West Pleasant Valley, Sec-
tions. New ones arein course of erection, in the following Sections: Oum-
berland Road North, New Boston, Little Bass River, and West St. Andrews,

In submitting my report I avail myself of this opportunity of expressing

my thanks for the courtesy always shown by you in our official intercourse, -
by the people towards me while visit.

ing the schools in, their respective sections. :

; Most respectfully stﬁmitted,

. H. SMITH, - ;

Rav. A, 8, Huxr, A, M, i
Superintendent of Bucation.
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PICTOU  COUNTY.

D. MacDoxaLp, Inspector.

Sir,— =

I have the horior of presenting the following Report on the state of our *
Public Schools in the County of Pictou for the year 1876,

‘Were brevity the most essential element in & Report ¥ might sum up the
whole in the laconic.expression, “ It bas been a year of marked prosperity.’”
However, details must be presented to warrant the conclusion.

Sections.—No new sections have been organized. Of the 132 sections
established, 6 had no school during any part of the yenr—three have allowed
their schools to terminate from the want of children ; the other three have not
yet had schools. One of the latter, viz: No. 19, Black River, built a com-
modious house, and made all the necessary preparations to open s school ou
the first of May last. Diphtheria made its appoarance in that, and in the ad-
joinihg section, (Plainfield), and it was deemed judicious not to open the school.
The school in the other was closed for upwards of forty days :‘j_\"oung people,
chiefly of school age, were carried off by the malady. Anott#r has made pro-
vision for building; the remaining 4 will probably remain inoperative for
gofne years. : ‘

No. 59, Upper Toney River, built a neat littlo house, and opened school on
the 1st May. No. 60, Beech Hill, finished their house in good style, and had a
school in operation- during the whole year. Pictou and New Glasgow have
each added another Primary Department, making four new schools opened
during the year.

New Houses.—TIri addition to the two just mentioned, No. 50, Seotch Hill
‘West, has finished a very commodious building, and occupied it since the mid-
dlo of the Winter term.  New Glasgow has completed a neat and substantial
edifice on the west side of the river, designed for two departments. 1t is oc-
cupied by the new Primary School. Thus four houses ‘have been completed
and opened during the year.

Houses in course of erectign.—There ave thrlle houses in course of completion,

" viz: in Section No. 28, Hardwood "Hill, in the.north district, and No. 20,

Blie Mountains, and 69, Granton, in the south district.

Out-houses and, premises.—Very creditable progress has been made in pro-
viding these almost indispensable appendages to school premises. Almos!
every section hag: a fuelshouse, and nearly the half have the other buildings
‘also, Very little has yet been done towards enclosing or impyoving the play-
grounds. - Section No. 25, Plainfield, merits special notice. Tﬁere are but a few
years since it was dropped from the list of poorsections. It has built one of the
largest and best houses in the County—erected the required out-houses, and en-
closed the play-ground (upward of £ of an acre), with a neat picket fence, and
gates large and small. It is also maintaining a very efficient school. It has

set a noble example to many more extensive and wealthy stations.

There are yet two 1og-houses in the County; the one on Picton Island will
goon be superseded by ‘& more modern and commodious building. Provision
has been made for that purpose. The other in Section No. 514 Marsh at head
of Barney’s River, is a wretched hovel. We tolerate the.using of it in the

Summer season owing to the small, scattered and poor population.

e ¢ |
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Schools in operation.~There were 187 schools in operation in the Winter
term, 63 in the North and 74 in the South District; and 153 during the Sum-
mer term, viz:' 70 in the North and 88 in:the South District, making a total
of 290 during the year, being but one more than in the preceding year. .

Time in session.-—These were in session an aggregate of 31305 days, viz :—
15534 during the Winter, and 15771 in the Summer term, being 727 days in
advance of 1875, |

Pupils Registered,—In Winter there were 6883 pupils enrolled, 2998 in the
north and 8385 in the South ; in Summer there were 7299, viz: 8158 in the
north and 4241 in the south district (making a yearly total of 14282) being 36
more than in the'year 1875. The total number of children at sehool for some
portion of the year was 8483, being an increase of 103 over the previous year.
According to the B Returns there are 8155, and according to the A Returns
7996 children between the ages of 5 and 15 years, a discrepancy of 487; the
number between 5 and 15 that attended school in the Summer was 6932,
leaving 1044 children of schopl age not at school at all. The number reported
last year was 1590, hence tHere has been a gain of 456 during the year. In
Winter there were only 22 pupils enrolled under 4 years, in summer there
were 102 ; in Winter the number over 15 years was 814, in the Summer 865 :
in Winter there were 3817 boys and 8066 girls; in Summer -8788 boys and
8611 girls. .

Attendance.—The grand total days attendance by all the pupils: was in
Winter was'413,467.5; in Summer 419,246, making a yearly aggregate of
831,718 days, shewing an excess of 69,782.5 days over that of 1875." The
total days in 1875 exceeded that of 1874 by 12,240 days, and that of 1876 ex-
ceeds that of 1875 by 69,732k, ' The average attendance for the full term was
8776.9, and for the time in session 4085.7, being an increase of 471.9 and 401
respectively over the previous year. The No. daily present on an average for
time in session per 100 enrolled, was in Winter 52.9, in Summer 55.2; No.
daily present or an average for the full term per 100 registered, was in Winter
50, in Summer 51.05 ; being 4.1 and 8.8 respectively over that of 1875.

‘With one school more in operation, 86 more pupils registered, and 727 days
more in session, we have an increase of 69,782 days attendance, with a propor-
tionate increased average and per centage, is most encouraging to me o cially,
and should be gratifying to every friend of Education, If such progress as this
continye, as I hope it will, the necessity of a Compulsory Attendance Law will
be greatly diminished in this County at least.

Teachers.—During the Winter there were 142 licensed ‘teachers and assist-
ants employed, 4 were substitutes. - The teachers of the evening schools were
those of the day schools.  In Summer there were 156 teathers and 2 assistants,
8 were substitutes. There was the same number in Winterasin the preceding.
year, but an increase of 8 in Summer.

% - ‘ :
Winter Tery, -3

A, | B,/| C.|D.|E |Total
Midlenus i ol domap ailio i, o 126017 18 57
Females......\lv i oivi, A - 1 86/ 86| 12 85

..... 4 12 142
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Svmmzr Team,

A.|B. |C |D

' 68
a7 i
100

2 47 168

In winter there were 57 males and 85 females; in summer 58 males and
100 females. This shows an increase of 16 males and an decrease:of 8 femalés
during the year; and an increase of 11 grade B, 6 grade U, and 6 grade E, -

. with an decrease of 1 A, and 13D,

In winter there were 18 young teachers, and in summer 9, and there were
86 others in winter and 30 in summer who h#l not taught in this County dur- |
ing the previous term. The majority of our teachers are young in years and
in experience. Of those engaged in the winter term 86 had not been over &
years in the service, and in summer there were 100: of the males 10 had
ta?ht from 5 to 7 years, and 8 upwards of 7 ; of the females 9 from 5 to 7,
and 7 for upwards of 7 years. In winter 66 remained in the same:section as
in the previous term, and 80 removed; in summer 81 wemained and 38
removed. _ :

Work done :—Where there is so large a number it would be extraordinary |
to find all successful. There were a few entire failures, and some that succeed-
ed bat middling well, yet the great majority manifested skill, fidelity anct
perseverance, secured success. There is of course as great diversity of’
tact and manner as of persons, Some are systematic and neat in overything,
others enorgetic and active, but do their work in a loose, incomplete manner,
and allow their school-room and‘all pertaining thereto to be untidy and con-
fused, they are always in a hurry and, ‘* everything in a bustle,” and yet their
pupils make good progress. | .

Al the ordinary branches bave received more or less attention. Drawing,
hitherto almost entirely neglected, has received incrensed attention, especislly
in the summer term. In winter there was a total of 1594, and in'summer
8736 that were stud 'nq it. The total in 1875 was 1206, Of course the .
work yet done is reE elementary. }

The greatest obstacles to suctess are the want of skill, and consequently the
want of taste on the part of teachers; and prejudice on the part of parents and
Trustees-—many regard it a mere waste of time, and some have even forbidden
it. This is illustrative of the old maxim: “They that know nothing fear
nothing ;" we got along without it and so may they; i
.. Writing ~—This continues the most unsatisfactory branch. = The want of
system, and of firmness on the part of teachers is the great cause. - Too many
have studied no ;ystom themaelves, and cannot teach what they do not kpow ;
others, for fear of giving offence, take any kind of eog.n,o‘r of paper the parents
may provide; or, do without any, as the case may In some schools there
are almost every variety of copies, and 'in somne nothing but blank fools
paper. In all cases I insist upon the tenchers taking nothing but the proper

. article., I reecommend them to choose some one of the prescribed series; and
when a'pupil requires &'sapy, to give the nsme and No. on a slip . m«, that
the t may know exaetly what to: “m . Where system in this respect

TesuIvs.

_mmm‘amm. In the Btatis-
‘Brifish Americs,” Nova Seotia alone
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receives attention. We are getting to have too many Text Books.!

nothing but the cut lines contained in Calkin’s Geography of No

others use Campbell's School History, s few use Miles’ History o

some Hodgin's, Harper’s History of the Maritime Provinces is“as

known. The Multiplicity of Books is an evil, and the sooner we ha
History of the Dominion adapted to our Public Schools, prepared and in
duced; and all others, excludes, (except as teachers’ books of referonpe)t )
bett;‘er. ‘Parents complain, and juetly, of the expense of so many kinds of
books. .

‘ In a few instances we found History, as well as some other branches,
taught-orally with much greater success than when a text bookis placed in
the bands of every child. = ° . - v

Bupplies.—About 100 scliools may be said to be well supplied with all the|
ordinary requisites, about 25 middling, and 20 poor, and the other 8 very poor. -
Of the last class, No. 45, Lismore, stands unrivalled. In the winter term, in
& achool of 79 pupils, only four copies of any kind could be found, and they
not of the prescribed series, The teacher had some-diffculty in findifg that
number, and to do him justice, I must admit, he seemed ashamed to produce
them. Reading books and everything else were scarce. It is the poorest.
school in the county, though oue of the largest and most wealthy sections. This
year the Trustees rel;:orte 53 rate-payers with $31,990 worth of.properbg liable
to assessment for school purpoges, and 120 children of school age. In 1873 they
reported $54,370 worth of property., The teacher, in charge in the summer
term, had wrought up the school into & state of as great efficieney as the want
of means would permit. No, 64, Wentworth Grant, and No. 39, Uppei' New
Lairg, stand next upon this list, that is, for scarcity of supglies. I cite these
a8 specimens .of our worst condition. To lpeci? the condition of each in this
report-Would swell it to a large extent, and could serve no useful purpose. ;

. Maps, Dictionaries, §o—Hitherto I have complained of the scarcity of
books of referénce for the tesehers’ desks. Many trustees do.not understand
what is meant by a “Ball Frame,” \English Dictionary for the Teacher’s desk,” -
&e., a8 is evident from such answers as the following : Under the head *No.
of Ball Frames,” Answep, 144, others 72, &c.; and under the head ¢ No. of
.- English Dictionaries for the Teacher’s desk,”—20, 15, &. In the one case
giving the number of balls on. the frame, and in the other the nuimber of
dictiona}-ies belonging to the scholars. ; RO DR

During the year 24 ball frames, 40 English dictionaries and 124 wall mx:
have been sup}:lied. This has been the result of a special effort. With t
concurrence of the School Commissioners, I made an arrangement with certain
Bookaellérs to supply what was required.’ I carried the articles with me, de
livered them to t'l):e schools at, the baokeellers retail price, tained their

and e

amount out, of the eaid. Section’s cour t at the end of the term. -
tained - Nelson’s: wall maps, and, s gcqﬁp. e system |
drawing introduced is *Smith’s Man ¥  Drawing,” with carde
to m
it proved profitable nor agreeabl on '
monthe nnmho annusl meeting. and then
“not wanted.”. Others have retained |
have, however, been some hon

X ingist v

joyw the servioes of A. H. MagKay, Bag,
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. Esq., A. M., retired at the beginning of the year. The Trustees found some
difficulty in supplying his place s his withdrawal was unexpected at'that time,
He has been succeeded by g\{r. Robeéirt McLellan who occupied a subordinate
situation for some years. ' Though this young gentleman has not been ambiti-
ous of honorary tit{as and has never sought them, he is earning for himself the
reputation of a devoted, successful Classical teacher, and has fully maintained,
if not enhanced the. efficiency of the institution since he assumed the duties.
The attendance though not so large as in some former sessions, was respectable.
New Glasgow High School under the charge of My, McLean continues to do
a good work. This gentleman, like Mr. McLellan, allows his' work tb speak
for him, and has never sought honorary titles, being contented with a mdg B. -

One of his pupils won a scholarship in Dalhousie Cg)llege last year, and another .
this year. One, Mr, Howard Murray, obtained a grade A license at the last

Teachers’ Exammation, having tade a total average of 79.19. The average an

each of his classical papers was higher than this; Four others (3 young ladies

and 1 young man) obtained grade B, having made averages varying from 61.02

‘to 75.94. g[he‘Ri\(e‘l‘John;High School Department has at length obtained

the status of a High Schivol imder the judicious and eficient management of

Messrs. Rogers.and Jas, H. Forbes, successively.

‘The following table- will give a clear view of the work performed in the

Academy and the High and Preparatory Departiments of our Graded ; : 1
Schools :— ‘ : . : i .
[Nat. Phil| Botany. | Nav. | Algebra. |Geom.| Latin. (Greek Moh German.
Pictou Academy.......oovisrerernene 20 | 18 |16) .61 [61|41| 7| 80 | 8 s
" “ Preparatory Sch’l] ... sae oo B R s o
¢y
Total.....coeuees 20 18 | 154 122 |122( 41 | 7| 30 8 #
New Glasgow High School......| 72 | ... 71 72 |12(8 |10 | 50
M ¢ Preparatory Sch’l| ... o || B8 | B8] 4]..] 12
72 7] 130 |184(84 |10 | 62 i
8 | 3] 16 [10(1| 4| .. e
41 22 |26 (14| 4| 22
5 8RR
4 4| )
92 77 | 28 | 209 (800(102| 25 114 8

' 'Beveral of the teachers in rural.sections ‘give instruction in Latin, Greek,
French and Practical Mathematics, as well as Algebra and Geometry.

These schools do a good ‘work in pre arini:ha youn(i people for the Aca-
demy, and should be encouraged. ny however object to' the' teaching
of ‘these branches at ‘all in ‘our public schools, as too much of the teacher’s
time is taken therewith, and thereby detracted from the general interests of the
school, = ' ¢ A ‘ s R 4

. As mentioned in’ &' former, report, I  consider the establishment of & fow
such schools, and the granting them an increased allowance, worthy of serious
d £ 2 43 3% RS L3025 I v b}

consideration, L that

i)
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dislike the idea of proceeding against their neighbors. The corpomate body of
Trustees as Well as the committee of Town Council in Pictou have been very
Temiss in this?ﬁty. If ‘sehools ‘prove efficient in such cases, the teachers
amerit! the credit, not the trustees. :

Daring the year Trustees made 1,224 visits, the ctor 316, Comniis-
sioners 49, Members of Legialatire 14, Clergymen 190, “Teachers 582, other
persons 3,228, e : :

As a rule schools prosper int proeortion to the interest manifested. !

Terminal Bxaminations.—18. ls closed at the end of winter. term
‘without an examination haying been called; in 10gthe teachers announced an
-examination; but no person attended ; 124 held ap@kamination. The aggregate
attendanee of visitors was 1,253. In summer, 13 closed without ; I"called for
an examination, but mobody attended; 140.held an examination, and 1,602
«wisitors attended. Ltan ¥

Teachers Ewamination.—At the Picton Station 69 candidates attended, and
92 at New Glasgow, - Of the 161 examined 72 failed to obtain any dlass, .the
great majority were very young and could not-have been permitted to teach
had they succeeded. Seven young ladies competed for Grade B, 5 of whom
sueceeded. Miss Cavanagh made an average of 75.94, Miss Thompson 71.26,
Miss Brownrigg 69.07, Miss McQueen 61.02 and Miss Mackay 58.42, all very
wespectible numbers for young ladies; of 11 young men that competed only 4
ssucceeded ; the highest ‘average made was 71.73. All honor t6 the ladies.
There were & candidates for grade A, 4 were successful. -

. There is an anomaly in.the Regulations of Council that requires attention.
At present grade B is reckoned first class for males; and grade C for females ;
‘yet grade B-and O of both sexes-reegive the same amount from Government. A
grade C male teaching in a poor section receives the one-third additional,
wheteas a gmde C female will not. If gmle O is first class for for , what
i the position of females holding B? By all means the grade E entirely,
make the thres grades or the 4, viz., Academic A, and B C D first, second and
‘third, respectively, and plm&he sexes on an equality, both :ne regards qualifi-
ications and remuneration, . el

iBauns.—In winter 13 teachers obtained the bonus, and in summer 28, thrée

Amendments—All the recent amendments have given general, if not
universal satisfaction. ' All are unquestionably in the right direction.. . -
~ This County, especially the Country Sections, are very. dissatisfied with the
time fixed for the summer vacation. As reported formerly, the whole month
of July s the best in the term for ehildren to attend school. And Trusteea
are tempted to booﬁrzneirpcbooh_opm during the whole montha ; and that for
4wo valid reasons, first, & much larger' number of children can get the benefit
of the sehool, as many con atbend for 4wo weeks lon, that can not attend
at all afterwardg; second, that r deaw, '

' from the County Fund. Their
sections that 'cqmply._wiﬂ:. tbeﬁaguhﬁvn

presenibed.
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) '
without their being paid a larger sum. This anomaly should be discontinued,
sectifing justice and equality to all. :

Trregular atendance and a remedy therefor continue to engross attention.
Though marked improvemeut has taken place in this connty, thereis still room
for Teater. If the public were alive to'duty, and willing to perform it, there
would be no neeessity for action., Whilst we labour assiduously to induce the
performance of duty, we succeed with those who are susceptible to the eall

conseience ; but we must remember that *law is for the luwless and dis-
obedient,” and that there are many such in regard to the duty of educating their
families to reach such there must be law. The question that appears to
be exercising the judgment of Edueationists, is, not so much the propriety of
s Compulsory Education Law, as the best character or form of such a measure. .

There appeared in a recent English Paper under a statement headed  €om- " *
pulsory Education in England,” the following: “ The. enforcement of the Com-
pulsory Edueation System has resulted in increasing the attendance of children
upon the schools in London by 100,000. The average increase in London and
10 other cities was 50 per cent. ; in Birmingham 180 per eent., in Hull 99, and
in Sheffield 120 per cent.” If “like causes produce like results,? and if our
circumstances are at all similar, might not similar enaetments produce like:
results in Nova Scotia ?

The difficulty of dealing with the ¢ street Arabs” that are found in streets.
of even our villages, calls for some more direct and efficacious mode of dealing:
with them, and a truant law ” seems to hold out & hopeful remedy. ‘

answer to theargument that a Compulsory Attendance Law is harsh and

disggreeable, and interferes ‘with true liberty, the, man possessed of property

buy without children replies, * Is it not just as barsh.and disagreeable to me

compelled to pay E)r educating other persons children, and to have my

| taxes increased in consequence of their not attending school?” The same

principle of compulsion applies in both cases. A Compulsory Attendance Law
soems a necessary sequence of the compulsory support. of edueation.

Salaries—In Winter the amount paid by Trustees from loeal sources was:
$12,618.06, and in Summer $12,375.11. Amount /for the year $24,993.17,
being only $9.44 in excess of that paid in 1875. The amount raised by assess—
ment by vete of rate-payers was $21,12641. The total receipts from alp |
sources amount to $40,557,66. Debts paid off $1288.74 ; expended in repairs
8869.62 ; for fuel $1505.08; in buildings $4480.07. Total expenditure $87,-
880.29. The receipts exceed those of 1875 by $5834.49, and the expenditure
#184,68, The indebtedness of sections has increased $557,08, :

To axmt that universal satisfaction with the school law, and with the man-
ner in which it is carried out, should exist, would be unressonable. There-is no
law, human or divine, that has satisfied all. Many. in this County regret that
8 portion of the-Provincial Press that professes impartiality and assumes to
mould and to ’dopublimﬁwia polities and religion, should per-
sistently indulge in dep tmi the working of our schook sysiem, and in
oxtolling everyt'bing in certain other countries, some of which appreciate our
system and express their approval both of the system and of its operation.

Let us all devote our influence in a friendly spirit to the perfecting both of
the system and the working thereof. It is not.so much h'iaﬁion that is now

Y ‘:iphminniog and prudence in carrying out the laws and

] e:ﬂm;l\ty toromuym death Miss Mary B, MacKay, of
o er of several years’ experience. She was an
saessed. of spower of will and deter-

i o r—posses
! y 8 8 2 () e

i n w'hi.ch he devotedito. edutation and to. the advancement of temper~
ance pﬂncirln .among the young. : A :

s

" In oonclusion I wou reiterate the fequest thét the Legiclatire sutharize

\
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the payment of School Commissioners a reasonable amount per ‘day fi r time

actually spent in the interests of Education. Their duties are often neither

' light nor agreeablé, and it does seem unreasonable to expect gentlemen to saeri~

. Buo their tine and means for their counties” good gratuiteusly. Let the

amount necessary be paid out of the County fund.

I remain most respectfully;

Your obedient servant, -

DANIEL MacDONALD,

|

A. 8. Hyoxr, A. M, /
» Superintendent of Education.' L ; 5

ANTIGONISH COUNTY.

A. Molsaac, Inspector.
Sim,~~ 3 : ;
In the Winter term “of last year 65 sections had scheol, employing T2

teachers. Of this number 44 were males, 15 of whom held grade B license,

19 grade C, and 9 grade D. Of'the remainder, 27 fomales, 13 held grade C,

9 grade D, and 6 grade E. In the same term 8103 pupils were registered, .

In the Summer term 68 sections had school, having 75 teachers, 40 of
whom were males and 85 fomales,  Of the males 19 held grade B, 18 grade O, .
and 5 grade D,  Of the females 18 held grade O, 11 grade D, and 9 grado E., -
‘The number registered were 3898, i %

The large and populous section of Harbor AuBouche, No. 32, which for
years had a graded school, at the last May meeting was divided into. three sec-
tions, and the two additional ones therehy ed made the necessary provision
at the ensuiniannual meéting to build p suitable school bouses. Another
new section, River Fraser’s Grant, whi boep established shordly before
the beginning of the year, erected a schoal hoiise, and had school both terms.

Last Summer a magnificent school-hou le,"anﬁeiéntlv large to accomodate

" five ‘teachers was built in the town of Antigonish. ~This inﬂdmg tngether -
with another equally creditable ohe finished u year previously and .designed to
accommodate four teachers; bespeaks the generosity and educational spirit of
the town section. = Already six teachers are employed in town, and the build~
ings just mentioned aftord nmflu school room - for threo nore whene¥er the =
increase of Islupils will require their services. HiL Hot s

For a faller statistical view of the schools of the Count T refer yot to the
TnblTos and :Wbutrwtu already forwarded lnoh lI e fﬂ ‘* 4

he hindrance to general progress  which ¥ frequently folt it my duty to
brin% to your motice, still exists. I mean the e ng ydinposiﬁqn'yof mang
people not only to be content with, bu to the cheapest teacher. It ia
certainly no pleasure to me to be allowed, 0 be obliged, to repeat com- '
plaints which 1 hoped wonld be unjustifiable! ]
nearly or all exist, and.so long as they do, 1
“them without any ekaggeration o
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Superintendent of Educati
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: i
when they find this standard of fitness so general. - Even many teachers
who would otherwise be attentive and diligent, on cbserving the apathy and
indifference on the part of those most interested in their employment, become
themselves also remiss in their discharge of duty. And it is but.almost natural
that they would s for neither tescher nor trustees can be expected to work with
much zeal when they receive little or.no sympathy from those who should
manifest the greater interest in the success of the school. This indifference
which has such chilling effect on the zeal of trustees and teacher displays itself
in the non-attendance of parents at annual _meetings unless for the purpose of
opposing the expense necessary. to give efficiency to the school; in allowing
their children to be irregular in their atbendance, in their neglect to visit the
school, in their failure to see that their children study at home as well as at
school in order to secure proficiency, and in various other ways. L .am happy
to assure you that we have many good teachers in spite of the disadvantages I
have stated—teachers who in every sense of the word are fibfor 'their position,
although in some cases the compensation and even the gratibude they receive
from tﬁose they benefit do not render their lot over-desirable In fact'I may
suy we have nore good teachers than good schools, because owing to the fre-
quent change of teachers, seldom’is a good one kept long enongh in a section
to raise the school to any degree of efficiency and advancoment. . Rarely is he' ~
continued for two consecutive terins, and then he is succeeded by a stranger,

haps, to what should be taught, and to the methibd of imparting instruction. '
with which the pupils had beon familiatized. Hence the good work the retir-

. ing one had been accomplishing, must be arrested until the suecessor becomes

.aequninted with the relative aptitude of the different pupils, and learns his
owi position.  Sometimes this first requisite of his duty may be impossible for
him, His inferior attainments may unfit him for tt, and then the period of his

* engagement has to be spent in some authoritative pretense of dispensing in-

struction. He leaves, and another stranger succeeds, who may or may not be
an improvement. Progrew must be precarious ‘which has to be promoted by
the different systeims of such different and indifferent teachers.

1 have to tender my thanks to;the Commissioners who are ever active, at
much sacrifice and inconvenienceyim: the discharge of duties which the law is

* ungenerous enough to expect them to perform without reward. :
! . =, Yours respectfully, '

i : ; A, McISAAQ.

CAPE BRETON COUNTY.
A. MoKxxwow, Inspector. -

0

S1n,— 4 X
1. beg Jeave to submit the folloﬁnhl;rief annual report of the sehools at
work in the year ended October 81st, 1876, i} ’ ‘

In the Winter term there were one hundred and thirteen schools and: de-
ments in :som with four thousand eight hundred. and ‘thirty-four

488:2 F ils, being an increase ’Iw&:nndmlmd qighm:‘,sﬂs)
R e

r ‘and seventy-two' ls, being anin-
: mg the eorresponding term of last year of #ix knndnpdu -tﬁi-a"&iiutyaeight
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The following table indicates the number, grade and “sex of tepchers
employed : : :

Wixter Term. ~

Total.
Males, ... .. 79
Females,.,.84 |

118
. Total,
Females....42
Both..:...124

You will notice an increase of eleven in the number of teachers employed
during the Summer over the Winter term; and also a corresponding increase
in the number of departments in' operation in spite of dull times, scarcity of
monev and general depression in our el trade, which is the principal product
of this county. : .

" Sthool houses.—The Trustees of. School Sectjon, No. 48, Little Bras D’or
East, have finished a very comfortable new house, tolerably well equipped with
wall maps, black-board surface, &c, Also the Trustees of Section, No. 11,
Little Glace Bay, are building an additional house which will be, according to
contract, completed early in May next. There is also & new house in course of
erection in Coxheath Section, which is understood to he finished  and ready for
school purposes in the beginning of the Summer term. The rate-payers of
Gabarus Section at their annual meeting voted a liberal sum towards the build-
ing of a new house, which probably will be finished: a$ an early date. - Lonis-
burg East where there was no ' school, for & number  of years, have this fall
established a school ; but haviiig no. sehool-house owned by the Section, were
obliged t6 rent a house until such time as they could build.’ it

For the past year considerable improvements have been made in school ac-
commodations, either in buildingmew houses or repairing.old ones, lyet in many
seotions in the outlying districts the accommodations are not at all what they

showld be. ‘ i : A :
’u}oka, Maps, Furniture and Apparatus~—In four sectigns only the books

are kept as public property. In the other sections each puﬁﬂ‘ provides and

E)ossesses such books as be requires. ' The Hemispheres; Nova Scotia and

ominion Maps are generally used in all the schools. ! ;
Furniture and, Apparatus.—IR respect to these considerable improvement
has begn made in many sections, although there are still many sections wofully

in need. jlrg )

The County Academy, withi all its departments under the supervision of the
Rev. James Obristie, A. M., a gentleman of high'eulture; is doing remarkably
well.. North Sydney School under thie chargo of Mr. Rindress is lmkiug_good
and steady progress, and the same can be said of Sydney Mines Schosls under tha
superintendeiive of Mr, MeLeod, one of the ' most sucoessful, if not the most .

.. suce#lful, teacher in the county. il i oAk L sl
.\ Gince Bay, Bridgeport,” Lingan, Cow yilld"ﬂﬂw( schools are making -
{848 !‘ N B T B“p.m‘ﬂ]ym iy A
P Tl j SRt s ety _ A ARG g
Rev. A Huwr, Ai M40 fiia dsakiihy
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY. - ;

‘W. 8, DargacH, Inspeétor.
‘B, — , : ¢

For the eighth time I have the honor of presenting the annual report on
public schools in the County of Cumberland. In the following table you will
find at a glance the number, grade, and, sex;of all the teachers émployed in the
QOounty for the school year ending October 31st, 1876, ;

i

|

|

1

:

|

- ‘

A | B.| 0| D. | B || Mal Femsle| Total. ;

Winter Term,..| 1 | 7 | 8| 6]....0 21 |...... 21 | Male. :
1 [88)33|28]...... 100 100 (Female. l

1 |11 148135 28|, ool 1en | otal, z ]

: A. | B. | 0. |D.| E. | Male. Female, Total. - :

Summer Term..| 1 | 7 e e i e 18 [Male. . ]
Sl At ey e 111 || 111 |Female., :

L8 leisriarl... .|l 120 | Total. ;

t

The abstracts already forwarded contain the statistics of the schools and ¢
gections in detail. In the Winter term there were one hundred and twenty=- i
one schools and departments in operation, aid in the Summer term one hun- t
dred and twenty-nine. Of these, the Distriet of Parrsboro’ had twenty-two, & P
an advance of six over the corresponding term of last year. 1

New School Houses.—Three new. school houses have been built during the
year ; two in Little River, in Cumberland i)ro r, and one in New  Prospect,
arrsboro’s’' I am sorry to say that in Little River both sections closed school
while they were bpilding,\and deprived the children of the advantages of the
Summer term. :

Distgjots —~The County of Cumberland is divided into two School Districts.
1st. Cumberland proper. 2nd. Parrsboro’. .Each Districh: has a separate
School Board of 1ts own. The Board of Oumberland proper meets semi-
snnually in Amherst, and the Parrsboro’ Board meets in m e. « This
arrangement gives four r;ﬁ;ﬂar meetings of School Boards in the year. . . /

Number of Sections.~~The whole number of School Sections in/the County is
Oxe Huwpepp AND THirrY-mIGET, In the district of Cumberland proper
there are one hundred and thirteen. ' Four of these have large graded schyols,
and Ambherst has the County Academy. The district of Parrsboro is divided

into Twenty-flve 'school  sectiona. Village has s large graded school.
Section ﬁ':ya%w Tslands), is the only one in the County which holds out
refusing to have schools ‘Wit thi ion, Parrsboro district has during
the year made astonishing educational efforts, . i S
+~Tho proscribed Nowa Sootia School Seic, with the_xcepion of

snooemo;l 's. Arithmetic, are the only books used in the
this County, ver, this Contennial year has brought out wonderful im-
¢ provementh, “d§; educational requisites bave not been: averlocked ; thanks
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to the Council of Public Instruction for improving the prescribed list of school
books. When I think of the books used in my early days, I am ready to wish
to be young again, to enjoy the advantages now provided for pupils and
teachers. Indgo:‘el; our ;31001 requisites are not far behind the oldest educa~
tional countries on the globe. ;
Oalamity—That terrible scourge of the schools, diphthefia, began to make -
its appearanice about the first of September, in the Western end of the County,
and spread eastwardly, showing itself with more or less viralence in every
section until it ren.chec{ the waters of the Glulf of St. Lawrencs: I had to
stop visiting schools lest I should spread and intensify the disease. It was
not long until several schools had to be closed. If the cholers had appeared
with half the virulence and death tate, the whole of our population would have
stood aghast. At firet an infatuation prevailed: too many flattered-themselves
that there was no danger. Neglect of school hygiene prepared for the rapid
spreid of the disease. I stated in my report in the fall of seventy-four that
the time could not be far distant when the Council of Public Instruction would
require inspectors to apply an efficient system of hygiene in-the schools of this
Proyinee. In 1872 scarlating and mumps decimated our schools ; ‘next year
small pox came. In 1874 scarlet fover and diphtheria again filled the land
with mourning. Our public schools, foster and spread epidemic disenses.
Neglected ont-houses in close proximity to the schools pollute the air in sum-
mer and fall ; dry earth applications for such out-houses should be included in
regulations for Trustees, So I recommended two years ago. The simplest’
laws of school health were unheeded or neglocted. Righteen hundred and
seventy-six came, and brought a very dry summer. Water was scarce. The
dust brought into the school-room with the foet of the children when the room
was swept without being sufficiently sprinkled, filled the room and produced

affections among the children. The extreme heat sptead the poisoned aiv, of
the neglected out-houses and pre%ared for the sad ravages of the disease which
ensuod. It is the opinion of the highest medical authority that diphtheria finds
it victims among those who are in such circumstances. ~They readily contract
the disease, by personal contact with those affected or from infected articles,
such 88 books, clothing, or the poisoned germs adhering to thoss who come
from the sick room, ) : ;
Bible and Religion.—As many of our school children have passed suddenly
into the unseen world, I crave your indulgence for & remark or two under this
heading, The Government of Bengal has accopted the offer of the Caleutta
Bible Society to supply all the State schools with ‘the Bible. ‘Thess schools
are receiving help from the Government, and are Lgublio schools in the’ fullest
senseof the term, just as much as our own. ost thoronghly, therefore, is
the State, in that great Province, by this act committed to the .work of putting
the Bible in the public schools—placing it in the hands and having it read in
the hearing of the young; and as the Dominion stands next to India for extent
and importance as ‘s British possession, we should seek to come up to the ex-
ample set us in this respect. This news from Indis casts a sombre shade on
our standing order, which is taken to mean that any.
ing of the Seriptures: (the only devotional esercise
can liave the time fixed for such exercise before the ¢

fixed for the of -the dail :
generall; mm _’ e 1

humblest voter or wittiass, ‘s ‘copy of '
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children at the public schools should be instructed in the Bible and the know
ledge of God. 1f it be lawful for the magistrates of this Province to arrest and
punish citizens for disturbing divine worship and the desecration of the Sabbath,
to annot be unlawful to teach the young in the common schools the wrongfulness
of these acts and the reasons, founded on thé Bible, why the law forbids them,
It cannot be the part of a law-abiding citizen to prevent his children from being
tanght by the State in the public schools what the law of the Provinee requires
of them. Ignorance is no excuse for breaking the law, and the Government
should supply that common instruction which the law courts require in every _
citizen brought before them. It seems, therefore, evident that: the disuse of *
the Bible in public schools should not, according to. the spirit of our jurispru-
dence, be conceded. |

Commissioners—One of our Commissioners has resigned for want of remu-
neration. I would recommend that the number be reduced and that each of
them be paid $5.00 per term out of the County fund for actual attendance,

Oundidates for Lioense—There were over eighty candidates examined in July
last. A large number'was unsuccessful, - The pressure for permissive license
in consequence was almost irresistible ; only three or four were allowed,:

Murried Female Teachers—Having alveady written- you about the eases
which came under my notice, I shall only gay that this may be thought an ens
matter—that married women are just s suitable as married men. It should,
however, be borne in mind that they have husbands who should support them,
and their engagement as teachers deprive single females of the . situations for
which many of ‘them now have qualified themselves at the Normal 8chool,
Married ladies are necessarily unable to give steady attend to school duties,
the higher law of maternity compelling them often to be at home. The law of
nature. seems to be that ladies. should, on entering the married state, devote
themselves to domestic and social cares, .and not to public duties, The family
is the school which the married lady should teach. In the country schools, af
any rate, Trustees should prefer the single fomale, when she is equally qusli-
fied for the situation.

Concluding Remark.—The general progress of the schools in the County
for the year of school work now closed, taken as.a whole, was fair,and as soon a8
the effacts of the great epidemic pass. away our work will go on with renewed
energy. A few schools will not open this winter. Time is a great healer,
howeéver, and our 8chools will soon. resume their wonted energy.

All of which is respectfully submitted. :

W. 8. DARRAGH,

Rav. A8, Humn, M, A,
-Superintendent of Education:

DISTRICT OF CLARE."

A, P. Lawosy, My D.,’,Inspwtor? i o

iR~ it : b ant ; ‘
. The time has again-‘come round ' when'I have the honor fo lay before you
my annual report'upon the state of public:education in the District of. GLn_ A
for the sehool year closed on the 31st Qctober, 1876. . . i oo
" While I cannot have the pleasure of re p any. very sensible inorense in
the prosperity 'of the sohools of the District; I'have not, however, to lsment
any decrease therein, as shown by the statistical tables of ‘this year’ comparod

o
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with those of last year. . The commer&al depression that béars so strpngly
over the whole community, is positively affecting the economy of our schools,
But I am happy to be able to say that the people are making renewed. efforts
to keep up their,noble work, their schools, on a level with their other duties,
if not above them. A glance at the statistical tables will give you a synoptical
view of the general standing of the schools. But as the abstraets can give -
;mlybs superticial idea ‘of the subjects, I will particularize them more or
ess here. ; :
Sehool Bections and. Houses—At the May meeting the Commissioner§ added

one new section to the number already existing and gave it the name.of
Thibault, No, 27, It includes the whole of a back settlement situate about 2}
miles from a station of the W. 0. Railway, I visited the section in July and
wade the preliminary arrangements for the annual meeting which I called and
attended. Three Trustees were elected and means voted to build a school-
house, This section and Harlem, No. 24, are the only ones in the district
without & suitable school-house: - With. very few exceptions the other school-
houses are in tolerably good condition with very fair accommodations.

Three_scheol-houses have been erected during the year. The first in St.
Joseph, No. 8; the second in 8t. Martin, No. 25, They are now completed
and are the first school-buildings ever erected in those sections. .. They are both
fine buildings that will-well meet the demand of the sections for many. years,
The third is in Beaver River. It is a splendid building, very creditable fo the
gection and arranged for a graded schoo{). ‘When completed it will be the finest
publie school in tﬁe district. 5

Tedehers employed.—There were in operation during the Winter term 27 '

. rtments in 28 sections, and during the Summer term 26 'departments in *
24 sections, which were taught during the year by the following number, sex
- -and grade of teachers:

v

Wixter TEry. SvMmer Trrm.

Teachers. Number in Grade. Number in Grade.

7O DB [Total.| B, TG [D.TH

.. 10 %

10 18 i 11

Agsistants, Males .., . .J.. "
“ Females... .} .

3|6
4|4
Ll o b f B D e
e 2

2 |11 |10 (12 | 85 2111] 9| 14

Not one of those teachers holds a Normal School  Diploma;:but several
show o great deal of aptitude for tenching, and are devated to the  profession, -
l’bw no trouble to: ensure success in their school, and are proud
to show at the examinations that the pupils entrusted to their care.and tuition,
*have niot been neglected. . They emul i blic Yo the semi-annual:
examinations of i sohool,cnfid

blamed o hnt owimmots -1 o
or that omis
‘Tieity ju‘t mkéﬁ;m eie own. purpose,

i




> i W
32 EDUCATION—INSPECTORS® REPORTS

Judges should present themselves and unmask the teacher. The number of
pareuts and visitors at such examinations is always small, sometimes only two
or three. With the exception of cases of excuses from sickness or fore-closure
of the school, the omission of the semisannual examination is a pretty good
test of the teachers standing, g

Teachers’ Sulary.~The aggregate sectional salary of teachers and assistants
is 85011, and their provingial allowance 82006 31, making the whole salary of
teachers and assistants for the year $7917.73. ;

Sectional Bupenditure—The whole sectional expenditure for the year
qmounts to $8620.64. Of this sum $5911.42 go towards the salary of teachers,
and the remainder, $2709.22, stands to meet all demands for building, repairs,
fuel, books, commissions, &e.

Pupils entolled,~~1469 pupils were registered at school during the Winter
term, and 1595 during theSummer term, making the grand total days of at-
tendance 88899 for the first term, 95855 for the second term, and 183574 for
the years showing theteby an average of 797 pupils in regular attendance
every authorized teaching day during the school year.

Books.—These are undoubtedly the indispensible instruments that every

pupil needs to work up his education, and yet the insufficient supply thereof is

the subject of more complaint than the want of any other requisite. The in-
sufficiency atises from several causes, in,some instagces, from the poverty, in
others from the indifference, of parents\ while in many cases the provieion is
voted down at the annual meeting, The ‘sonseqence of  this improvidence is
that the school cannot be properly classified And.that children pass the whole
school hours without a book to study from. In the town where books are
wold in the vicinity of the school, the children or their parents can (at least those
who have means) easily enough procure the necessary books when required.
But in the country, where none are sold, it i8 almost impossible for the pupils
%o send abroad for the books they need, at least very few can have the chance
of doing s0. Some means ought to be adopted to remedy this evil, which is
the principal impediment to the general wel fare of the school and the progress
of the pupils. In every section we always find a certain number of individuals
who are ptone upon requiring the necessary provision of books and other re-
quisites of the scholars to be made up by the patents outside of the sectional
school fund, We know that this'is not with the spirit of the law, for it
emphatically provides to the contrary. It would be quite an important move
to the advantage of our schools if some book-seller would provide a stationery
of school materialin the districtin the hands of a competent agent. The pub-
lic would be benefited as well as the book-seller. e

Apparatus,—There is still a great want of black-boards, maps and other
apparatus in many of the schools in the district, though indeed the number of
these useful accessories have been somewhat increased during the year. There
are several schools provided with black-boards, which the teachers either neglect
or do not know how to use.

School Returns,—With two or three exceptions these documents have come
to hand this year in a tolerably good condition. 1had to'send back only two
for revision. - 1 hope to see the improvement adopted from year to year.

Law Amendments.—The late smendments of the law, repealing the clause

_ 'which exempted from taxation'an amount of property equal to $600 in posses-
sion of men sixty years of ago, had been' for some time desired in many sections
and is received ‘with much satisfaction, while the exemption of the poll-tax,
in compensation to these old men, is considered & sufficient boon. Atnother
not less important addition $o the law is' the clause that requires the appoint-
ments of auditors to Teceive and examine the sccounts of the section, fore
going to the annual mesting, It will be the means, I hoge. of preventing con-
flicts such as we had to deplore during the year in Moeteghan Riveri -
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New Keading Books.~1 had lately the pleasure of perusing and examining
‘the series of ¢ Royal School Readers,” published by the Messrs. Nelsotis, Lon-
don, and now for sale by Messrs. A. & W. Mackinlay, Halifix. This series
of Readers, well ilustrated, eclipses all 1 have hitherto seen of the kind for
. the public ‘schools. T hope that nothing will prevent their immediate intro-
“ductien m our schools.

4 have the honor tobe, Dear Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A, P. LANDRY.

A S. Hosn, WM,
' Superintendent of Biduodiion,

GUYSBORO COUNTY.

‘Wi Harrsmorss, Tuspector.
SiR e ‘ -
I beg waspectfully to lay before you a reporton the' educational condition
of this County for the School Year, ended October 31st, 1876.
Schools have been conducted some parts of the year in seventy-two sections,
out of the eighty-eight sections of this County. The following sixteen sections
have been w%o]lv without schools, viz.: ten in the Distriet of Guysboro, and

six in the District of 8t. Mary’s, Those in the Distriot of Guysboro are:

No. 4 South Intervale; No. 8 Ploman Vallelé; No. 18 Crow Harbor; No. 17
0.

Half Island Cove ; No. 21 White Head ; 26 Yankee Harbor; Nos. 49
and 44 Country Harbor; No. 50 Fisherman's Harbor, and No. 51 ‘Chapel
Section, Salmon River. In the District of St. Mary’s : No. 8 Upper West
River; No, 9 Trafalgar; No. 15 Beum Secom; No. 28 Goose Island ; No, °
29 Smoky Hend, and No. 31 Holland’s Harbor. ' In ten of the above sections,
there are no sthool houses, the péople in ‘most of them are very poor and
seattered, and unable to eréct them, although the Board of Commissioners have
offered to retain the County Fund for two years for that urpose.  Yet
nothing is done on account of the apathy and ‘indiffsrence of tge majority of
‘the rate-payers in the education of théir children. i
There were fifty-nine departments in operation during the winter, and
seventy-six during the summer térms. J e :
The following tables indieate the namber, gradé and sex of the teachers

Sl Winter Term
r Term, :
S - Total,
Males,........19
Females .. .., .41

r Botli..........GO,' :

Total.
Males.:...... 19
Females 4 vives08 ~
D (] : { | Both-........‘.m
Some of the sections having changed teashers during the summer term.
which canses an apparent difforence between' the number of departments and °
the numbor;g,f w&s:auangaged. . : W i

0

)
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DEPARTMENTS ¥OB 1875 AND 1876. B

1875. : 1876.
Winter term. . ..., .- 58
Summer term.. ... ... .69

Showing an increase of one deparbment in winter and seven in summer over
the corresponding ones for 1875. The number of pupils in ‘the winter term
was 2715, and in the summer term 3305, Shewing an increase of 79 pupils
in winter, and 303 in summer over the ccm'esponﬁing terms of the previous
year. The number of children at school some portion of the year—according
%o the Trustees returns—was 3057, and in the yesr 1875, 3650. These
figures shew an increase of 307 at school during somo portion of the year.
The trustees returns again reverse the fact, that in sections having schools
there were six hundred and eleven (611) in winter, and four hundred and
sixty-eight in summer, between the ages of Hand 16 who 4id net attend
gchool, In sections without schools about three hundred (300), so that
probably there were nearly eight hundred (800) children between five and
fifteen years of age who have received little or no education.

The number of sections in this county is one less than last year. Black
Point sections Nos. 18 and 19 were united by the Board of Commissioners in
May last, and had a school in operation the summer term. .

The progress made in many of our schools during the year is not such as 1
could wish, Among our teachers we have those who take great interest in
their work, and consequently these schools make good progress. Others
having no heart in their work, and bub little ability for teaching, so that there
is: little life or progress in the sclools. In looking over the register 1 have
found many of the pupils who have not attended more than from six to eight
weeks of the term, and consequently their children, receive but little or no
education ; for this state of things it is difficult to find a remedy, unless it is

compulsory attendance for at least one half of the term. : :
very much regret that in so many of our schools the supply of text
books is 8o very deficient. I hnve‘repeabedlg brought th"omatter to the notice
of the Trusteos and parents of the pupils, but; they do not appear to appre-
ciate the meed of such things in the schoo’. I have given several sections
notice that unless the schools are better supplied, I would advice the School
Commissioners to withhold the County fund from the section, In almost
all the sections of this county no provision is made for books, and the pupils
are left to provide what books they can.
~ Although the general condition of many of our Schools is encouraging, and
much has been accomplished, yet in many respects improvement is necessary.
.. In no branch of education i there more time spent than in reading and sfell-
“'ing, and the p ss is but satisfactory ; chil are hurried forward from
~ ono hook to another entirely too fast, Tn some of our schools the pupils read
very distinetly, but when we find pupils who have ‘passed throngh nearly all
the reading books, and cannot write & dozen lines from dictation wit{uout
making mistakes in the spelling, we must conclude that the teaching has been
imperfect.
. I’eIn many of our Schools wnhn% is successfully taught; but I very much
regret that in many others, the teachers pay so ‘little attention to this matter.

Bummer term. . . .....76

gre!
Little or no system is observed, and the pupils are loft to, their own choice i

the manner of ho the ?n, and the postion of the copy-book on the desk.

The Academy, with the Preperatory and Elementary nts in Guys-
boro’, have been in constant operation, ‘and some progress made. The Aeademic
Department was conducted duﬁn%trh&ﬁnter by Mr. John Wallace, and sum-
mer term by Mr, John Munro, 8 pnd-
ance has been about the same ss

ted

%
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The Graded Schools in Cape Oanso, Port Mulgrave, Sherbrooke, and

i

Goldenville, have been in constant operation, and pretty well conducted. In

Cape Canso section during the summer term there were four schools in' opera-

tion, but, only two were graded ; of the remaining two, one was in,Cape Uanso

Islands, and the other in the western end of the section.

TRegisters. A great improvement has taken plage during the year in the

keeping of Registers. The majority of them are kept neatly and correctly,
er many of them models of neatness. But very few imperfect and dirty. The
T [ register of the School in Section No. 34, racadie, was taken out of the
pils teacher’s desk by some evil disposed person in June last, and destroyed. - ..
ous: e School-kouses.—Four new sohool-Eguaes have been erected during the year,
ling A in the District of Guysboro’, and three in the District of St. Mary’s, viz.:
ese’ & No. 2, Riverside—the house in this section was destroyed by fire three years
ear. : since ; ‘No. 16, Crow Harbor; No. 18, Black Point, 'and No. 25, Gammon’s
ools Point. In the District of St. Mary’s, No. 19, Lower Liscomb; No. 15, Ecum
and Secum, and No. 32, Union Section, Goshen. These buildings are not finished
bend A in the interior, with the exception of the one at Gammon’s Point, which is a
that " neat and eommodious building, and capable of accommodating fifty pupils
and comfortably. :

I very much regret that there has been no school in Ecum Secum Section
lack during the year, owing in some measure to s misunderstanding between the
s in 5. : trustees and some of the mte-iayeu of the Section, respecting the site of the

i new building; bub trust that the matter will be amicably arranged, and that & °

as L School will be in operation next summer term, .

st in During the year schools have been in operation for the first time in six
thers sections, viz: No. 7, Antigonish Road, and No, 18, Black Point, in the District
there of Guysboro’, and No. 17, Upper Liscomb; No. 19, Lower Liscomb; No. 22,
have * Indisn Harbor Lake; No. 82, Union Bection, Goshen, District of St. Mary’s.
pights These Schools have been very well attended, and the average has been very
T NO {air, * ; .

it s From the foregoing it will be seen that we have been making some progress

in educational matters during the year; but in some sections still without

' text i schools, the greatest apathy and indifference prevails. -The rate-payers of Half
otice Tsland Cove, Section No. 17—this section was organized two years since—
ppre- voted down the erection of & building by a majority of one. The Board of
ctions Commissioners have retained the County fund for this section for the past two
chool years, to aid in the erection of & building which amounts to $50.00. There
lmost are about forty children in this section between five and fifteen years of age
pupils . who are growing up without any education. Some of the rate-payers who
have large families voted with the majority. i
y, and ‘ Visits.~~During the winter term I visited wll the scliools that were in
psary. operation, with the exception of eight, which was owing to the bad state of -
spell- t :,,Hd' along the ses coast the latter part of March. During the summer
from te visited all the schools, with the exception of two, viz.: No, 10, East
sread « - District of Guysboro, and No, 80, Liscomb Island. The former was closed
rly all the eatly part of September on sccount of the illness 'of the teacher. On
ithout 4 account of stormy weather prevailing when at Liscomb Harbor in September
» been . I could not get out to the latter. ] 5
All of which is respectfully submitted, '
much L I remain, ;
nabter. : Your obedient servant,
oice i _ o ‘ - Witziax HARTSHORNE.
y desk Rev. A, 8, Huxr, .

Superintendent of Education.
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HANTS COUNTY. (€ et

J. D. MacGILIIVRY, Tnepector.

ReveRexp Sie,— : : .

1 beg leave to submit the following motes,—in addition to the absiracts
and tables previously forwarded, in which all the details of Statisties will be
found :— ‘ i

| Very few of the Schools im the County have beer imspected during the
year, till towards the end of August,—the time at which T entered upon my
jabors. The Blank Returns for the Term had not been forwarded fo the
Trustees or Teachers, nor were the Blanks received for some time after I
enterad on the work of Inspection. As soon as they came to hand I for~
warded an A and B to every section on the list. One hundred and five
Schools sent back returns in due time, which, after examination, were sub-
mitted to the Board and signed. No Report of any kind was received from
TFast: Uniacke, Renfrew and Birch Brook iu PastHants, from Lakelands and
Crystal Wave in-West Hants, or from Border Sections Welton (Bast and
West Hants) and Halfway River (Hamts and Kings). 1 passed through
‘Walton and by Crystal Wave in the course of my inspection tour; there was
no School in either, and I presume the others were in the same condition.

As the work of the Term remained still to be oveortaken at the date of my
appointment, 1 lost no time in beginning imspection, The wenther was very
favorable. By prosecuting the work fve days'in the week, and often from 9
A, M. till 5 o’clock . i, I visited and examined 75 of the above 205 Sehools
before the end of the Term. I visited a few other” Schools and Sections ; but
owing to the hours of dismissal in two eniitg, nnd the absenco of the teacher
for the day in one, the Schoole’ were.not exammed: The Sehiool at: Upper
Rawdon was elosed on account of the ilness of the Teacher at the date of
my- first visit, but was. afterwards found n operation, and inspected. The
Sectiotis unvisited were those in the Southerm part of the Comnty—along the
Halifax Boundary from Beaver Bank westwnr&{ and towards the Lunenburg
line; also those between the Head of Kennetevok and the Maitland and
Shubenacadie Road, the Gore Schools between the Rawdor and Upper Keen~
neteook Settlements, the two in Nine Mile River ; also several sehools along-
the line between the Eastern and Western Distriets—30 in all. :

Tn examining the Schools I confimed myself rineipally to the Branches—

Reading, Writing, Arithmetic and Gramuar. his eourse I pursued, mainly, ‘ ;

in oeder to keep before the Teachers the great importanee whieh we: attached
to these.in the work of the Common School,  The comclusion #o which I was
led, so far as the Teachers are concerned, may be exiremd generally by
stating that Grade B. Teachers’ understood their work amd gave general
entisfaction; that the ssme may be.ssid of Grade O Teachérs, who have been
in the profession and its ‘work lo enough to gain~conaidiryble experience.
A good many of Grades D and E are also giving fair satisfaction to their
employers, Of course very much eannot reasonably be expected of them, and
they are not anpgosod'to be employed in strong advance sections. 1 have
' Jearned to be suspicious of Grade C males who are quite content to remain in
this Grade ; and ns for;Grade D males who remain- Tox in this “place of
breaking forth” into the profession, 1 would have them drummed out of the
sorvice. . Some of the Schools of Grrades D and E females make a better show
comparatively than some of those of Grade O teachers. This is no doubs

g M
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HANTS COUNTY.

partly to be accounted for by the fact that some: of the teachers of these
Grades were candidates for a higher, and in several points were qualified for
such, Then agsin their field is generally limited to the smaller sections.

- But suecess in tewhing depends very largely on the teacher’s firmness and

tact in managing the School, and some of {he teachers of the lower Grades
possess these admirable qualifications in a highejc degree than do some of
higher scholarship. . !
While so many of the workers are entitled to respectful mention, the state
of the Schools{and of Education in connection with them is not- satisfactory.
The Reading is)in general, poor. As one listens he receives the impression
that the scholars are classified and set to work at a point beyond their real
attainments. They are attempting to read connected sentences and lon
paragraphs when, plainly, they cannot-fead at sight common words, You ca
for another class. It is much the same. Here is one reading in No. V.
whom you think would do pretty respectable work in No, IIL. He ought
certainly not yet to be beyond No. 1V. There is aftother in Book VI, It is
a comparatively easy Book as to the words, and that is why he is there: but
it is difficult to read it with proper expression. Now, the Book is evidently

“intended #o furnish exercises for just such reading. ,But the scholar spells

out this word, stops for the teacher to pronounce a second, goes on and
stumbles over a third. Amnother tries; his difficulty with the words 'is not so
great; but bis progress is decidedly jerky. A third takes the matter up.
You feel that he onght to be Bble to get along easily and well : but for no
cause that you can ses, save the bad habit contracted, he constantly stops in
the middle of the simplest wards of more than one syllable and repeats the
first part, or, ireespective of the number of syllables;;he is constantly stopping
and repeating. Meanwhile what has become of the thought or the animated
feeling of the author? Comparatively fow seem to think it pertains to school-
reading o render such subtle things, Such is the kind of Reading which is
to be heard net indeed invariably, but far too commonly. The writing
generally is small, light and scratchy. Ido.not know how far Staples’ System
is responsible for this style: but the principles of his aistem are neither
taught nor studied. In fact many of the teachers don’t like it ; ‘while some
seem te think themselves absolved from the duty of giving special attention

_to this department of school work by the provision of Copy Books with

themselves, before much, in the way of instructing others in'wrifing, can be
expecbed of 'thew. Arithmetic appropriates & good deal of timg and atten-
tion of the School. The teachers themselves do mot, however, seem to think
that the general results are what they ought to be. ¢ The sctl;t?:n were on
o far; but I had to put: most of them back to the fundamental rules—they
didn’t seem to understand a.nythini." Grammar receives careful, jntelligent'’

ut in the majority there is not very much '
to show. The good Geammarians among the scholars sre comparatively few,
while in mot a few achools aun ability to pick out the mouns and adjectives,
represents the progress made. The best Grammarians are very generally
absent the day the Inspector visits the School. : ’

' Now you would ask wme, were I presenting this statement verbally: To
what do you attribute this unsatisfactory state of things? Looking at the
matter, first, from the side of the teachers, we cannot entirely free them from
blame. The dissatisfaction freely expressed to me outside, in the case of &
Grade B Teacher, could easily be seen from the appearance of the schoolto
arise from a lack of energy. The teacher was rather easy-going.- The scholars
who wished ‘to learn receive all needed help and encouragement : but the un-
willing and careless were not sufficiently stimulated. - Then, in the Teaching
profession, as in all others, there are varieties of capacity and some ineapables.

aceompanying instructions; and some must make considerable ?provement
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‘With some the interest of their scholars does not seem to be sufficiently con-
sidered. While others, failing to receive the encouragement they expected
from Trustees and parents become disheartened and labor on in a desponding,
mechanical sort of way. But I'am very decidedly of the opinion that, leaving
the incompetent out of account, so far as the blame lies on the teachers, the
rinciple cause of want of success is deficiency of taot for managing the school.
t is not given to all to secure at once diligence and quietness in‘a very high
deégree ; yet such results are necessary for, attaining the highest degree of sue-
cess in teaching. Unless school wonk)gé"})roceeﬂing quietly and orderly yet
diligently, the attention of the teacher & dibtracted, the work of the hour is not
receiving justice, sentences are read or igone over of some of which he hears
perbaps not a word, or only an occasional word, and the scholar takes his seat
when thé time is up rather more than ever confirmed in faulty habits of execu-
tion. Then there is & manifest want of thoroughness. The scholar’s blunder
is corrected, he is told the correct pronotinciation of the word or the proper
method of performing his work, but is permitted to- pass on to something else,
s0 that he never masters anything thoroughly. Iam persuaded that where
the mew “Reader” is” adapted, results ns to reading will be still more
unsatisfactory than at present, unless the pupils are required to master each
lesson pefore they leave it finally. Their eye must become eo familiarized with
the words that they can read them readily at sight, otherwise they will only be
more hopelessly helpless the farther they advance. For, while the Series is
unquestionably good, it is undoubtedly a difficult ‘one; and mnew: difficul-
ties rapidly arise. Pupils must be taught to read at sight and to syllable
rather than to spell words of more than one syllable. .
1 have referred above to the complaint which is almost invariably made by
teachers, especially with respect to Arithmetic; “I had to put the scholars
back to the Fuudamentn.l rules.” Now I do not believe that any method can
be adopted which will altogether do away with the necessity of *putting
back”” All our life long we are under process of education. And, slas! how
often do we require to be put back to learn the old lessons anew. The stage
and the subjects are indeed difforent : but it cannot be expected of children,
any more than of adults, that they will assimilate and make their own perma-
nently facts and principles which when presented they seem to apprehend
with a reasonably firm grasp. Btill thereis a good deal in method, and T am
strongly inclined to believe that the necessity for putting back so generally, is
to a considerable extent attributable to a defective method of teaching, widely
evalent, 1 have said that in order to make a good reader, the teacher must
miliarize the pupil with the appearance of the words and teach him to syl-
1able long worde, rather than permit-him to spell them or attempt to grasp the
whole at once. There must be no hurry in changing the lessons or pages,
especially in the earlier stages of reading, Now to make a ready and correct
thinker there is the same necessity for familiarizing the mind of the pupil with
facts, principles and their application. He only is really learning who comes
or is brought by whatever method or methods into intellizent relations to the
awhat or the how, and is becoming able to embody or illustrate these in practical

forms in so far as they admit of it. But how is this to be abtained? The-

method to which I refor largely if not entirely, repudiates the aid of exact
Definitions and Rules briefly yet solearly expressed, and prefers and super-
sbounds in exphnat}pnn according to the ability of the teachers. m told
that carefully committing Definitions and Rules from the book is irksome, tende

to make learning a matter of the cultivation and loading of the memery,

dileournien personal thinking, and altogether is old-fashioned : whereas the
new method dims directly ab the cultivation of the reasoning , teaches
the scholar to think for himself, &c.* « I would prefer,” said a 0. female
teacher (with which class, by the way, the new method is particularly in favor),
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<o hear my scholars give any sort of answer in their own words to the most -
correctly repeated Definition or rule from the Book; it cultivates the habit of
thinking for themselves” Now I admit that no method of school instruction
is dofensible which fails to make adequate provisions for cultivating the Wers
which & benievolent and infinitely kind Creator has bestowed,—especially the
sn\ver of thinking. But why did He endow children with memories so won-
erfully receptive and retentive, and with such credule in connecti
with reasoning powers so comparatively weak? Adopt what method you please
mnust you r:’? still place your main reliance on this readiness to believe what is
ly presented, an

authoritati d their retentiveness of memory? ' Is there not a
constant necessity for supplying some suggestive ides, fact, or illustration to
sot their thinking powers in motion in the direction desired ?  The activity of
the mind in so mnshu\t’l%',ohﬁngii]g its prospect, and the tendency of new im-
presssions to overlay orthrust into the background the old, render this neces-
sary. It comes then to this: Is it better to supply the memories of the pupils
in our schools with ‘seed thoughts, such as are provided in Definitions and
Rules expressed in words carefully weighed and arranged by authors thoroughly
conversant with their subject, and the result of whose labors is ap roved before
the hook is put into the pupil’s hand or to leave them to be s“:ﬁﬁged with such
ever varying explana‘ions as the several teachers variously qualified may give
without requiring the Definitions and Rules to be committed. I suppose, of
course, that in the former case all necessary explanation is supplied as well as
in the latter, and that the pupils are required to furnish satisf};ctory evidence
that they understand. I am convinced, a8 the result of personal observation,
that thers is as much room for, and in reality is as much, parrot-like rote-work
under the mew system that so ostentatiously aims ab teaching the scholar
40 think for himself as under the old system that quietly aimed ab the same
vesult, but insisted on carefully committed Definitions and Rules, as food which
\ the mind was to digest. I don’t think that our Creator madea mistake in
constituting us as we are, but I do think that He thereby teaches ns to regard
the memory s standing in much the samne relation to the mind as the stomach
&)as fo the body. This seems to me to be the view which He authorizes in
that authoritative revelation of His Will which we all profess to respect.
According to it education is not a process of education—¢ drawing out,”—but
. of nurture under suthorized and authoritative ‘supervision. Children are to
recognize authority and mature under it. They cannot be too early taught that
truth possesses authority, not because they have conceived it or thought it out ;
but of itself, because it is truth : that knowledge—truth—is the mind’s food,
a pecessary eondition of its healthful, reliable action, and while we must work
for it we must also work from it : that believing and obeying belong as much to
Tight education a does thinking, and are as indispensable conditions of know-
ledge and happiness. There is a way that seometh right unto s man, but the
end thereof are#®ways of death. I have set a teacher strong in faith in the
comparative excellence of the new system, to work to examine.a class in
arithmetic. Answers and explanations were furnished quite readily.  Observ=
ing the secret of the apparent success, I take the claes in hand myself. I
question. No one answers. T explain precisely what I mean but supply no
‘hint as to the correct answer : still there is no answer. Why is thiu‘F Oh,
your mode of q]uesﬁoning is different from mine. They don’t understand you.
Byt I ask simply the and the How ; there is no mistaking what I want.
Didn’t these scholars think? I have no doubt of it. But tgmy have been
taught to think leaning on the crutch of the teacher’s “loading questions,”.
which are to-day ntly the same as the first day the pupils were led over
the ground. They have been aceustomed to think not 8o much on the subject:
rosented as on the tencher’s method of questioning; and they answer not.
¥rom their kmowledge of the subject but from the hints:supplied in the ques-
tion. Here is the secret of the necessity for much of the putting back. The
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uestioner is changed, the old crutch is lost, and with it the greund. of their

ormer assurance is gone, The new teacher hasn’t yet supplied one, or the:
scholars haven’t become familiar with it. It is easier to promote smartness: :

and a show of intelligence than to: cultivate: and strengthen the understanding.
But I fear my notes have become too extended on this phase of the subject:

I cannot exonerate: the teacherw, then, from blame for the unsatisfactory
state of education, ' But here I odght to state that in general where I have:
seent cause to find fault, they are prompt in accepting any hints supplied as to
o more exce!lent way when the: matter is clearly. presented to them.. ‘Nor is

this readiness merely apparent. I have already entered on my second.term: -

and I see a change. The blame, however, lies principally not with the. teachers.
but with the rate-payers. Therg exists among them very generally an alto-
gether inexcusable lack of interest and of intelligent action in reference to
education.  Dissatisfaction, it is true, is general enough; but the: matter too-
ofton ends in the expression of this dissatisfaction. One way of expressing it

is particularly childish, The school is voted down at the annual meeting as if’

* the ﬂusstion of school or no school was one on which the annual mesting
logally had & voice. It contributes, however, like some of the other ways to-
give vent to spite which of itself ghves not a little satisfaction to humen.
nature. A good many would like to have their own children”educated ; but
this is & result, which can be attained for them only inacommon with the other
children of the community and patient co-operation in intelligent organized.
effort does not seem popular. The lack of intelligent; interest and. unwilling--
ness to co-operate in organized legal efforts n.ibear first in filling up the Board
of Trustees. The law has wisely put so much in the Trustees hahds that the
state of education in the commmunity depends largely upon them. In many
sections, however, one cannot resist the impression that the fear that the:
Trustees may do too much and incur expenses is much greater than the desire-
that they should do all that can safely and judiciously be done. Consequently
men are elected as Trustees who will represent the: fear of expense: 3.5 may
be expected, in very mapy cases, the Trustees have little intelligent interest:
in the school. There anb many good tenchers in the county: but the - inforior-
workers get the school. This doeds not always avise from the determination to:
engage only cheap teachers ; for in some cases they get higher salaries than
better teachers receive. But proper, exertions are: not put forth in time, or
the first applicant is received, or tﬁe Trustees are jealous of each other or re-
present distinct factions and refuse to co-operate to secure the best. Then,.
nfter the school is oEened, they fail to give the teacher,the moral suppert.
which quickens to the utmost efforts. Examining the registers of 75 depart-
ments very mear the close of the last school year, I failed to find in some'a
aingle record of a Trustee’s visit. In obher cases, perhaps, two Trustees look-

* ed1n, Very rarely did the three make even a 'visit: each in the course of the-

~ year. In some sections one, in others two of the Trustees visited the achool
once in the course of the ferm. But worse than all is the irregularity of the
attendance of the scholars. With the little moral suppoxt which they receive
it is well nigh impossible for the teachers to labor en cheerfully and. hepefully.
All around them seek their own ; will not their, zeal flag, and they become
mere routinists? The temptation is, at all events, folt to be very strong in a
still higher vocation. Do what they will' they eannet get their classes te as-
sume a creditable appes .~ The irregulars belong to. every class, and. they

ppearance |
cannot be formed into an  awkward squad ” as they deserve : for parents ex-:

P‘:(lﬁ that their child will be put on with their neighbor’s child who has regu-~
Yy

attended, and these irregulars represent eyery stage of progress. Much ,

as we all dislike the ides of compulsary aftendance, I fear the Legislature will

be necessitated to come, in this point also, to the help of the cause. I hope,
however, if this should be the case that children under seven years will be ex~
empted from the operation of the law. Ny b
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This reference to legislation suggests the only other point'on which I will
now remark. I think it is to be regretted that a more prominent position is
not assigned. to Head Masters, especially in distributing the pupils in graded
schools. At present the work is devolved on the Trustees, and the Teachers
are to assist them as they are required ; but the Trustees are not required to
; consult; the Teachers or be guided by them. €onsequently the Teacher of the
; i - advanced department s often under the nceessity of receiving pupils contrary
to his own judgment:; and the section is largely losing the contemplated bene-
fitsa of a Graded School. Only in one section—Shubenacadie, did I find the
idea of Grading carried out to my satisfaetion. In this case none were admit~
\§/ ted to the higher department oxcept those that passed a satisfactory examina-
tion, conducted by Mr, MacKay himself. But, ordinarily, while'a general
understanding exists that attaipment is to be taken in¥o account, the deter-
‘mining principle seems to be equality of numbers, At the ougset a pretty
equal distributiou is made of the pupils among the Teachers. Then to the
great annoyance and hindrance of the teacher or teachers of the more advanced
scholars, their depariment is from time to time recruited from the lower forms
to maintain the equality. In some Graded Schools there is no unity of system
and no co-operation of the Lower with the Higher. The Head Teacher may
see much eause for suggesting change in the Lower department: but how
matters are conducted there is none of his business. The Gtraded School is

= regarded moinly as a necessity arising out.of the number of children in the
section ; the teachers have been engaged with the understanding that they are
as independent of each other as if they were employed to work in different
sections. The result, as you will readily suppose, is that the teacher of the
Higher department is more cautious in expressing his opinion, cither to the .
other teacher or to the Trustees, than if the schools actually did not belong to
different  sections. All the change necessary in relation to both points last
mentioned can, I hope, be effected under the quiet influence of the Inspector.

Hoping that you will not infer from anything that [ have written that X

am discouraged” by anything I have seen as yet,.and that you will pardon the
length to which these Notes have extended,

- 1 am, respectfully &c.,

J. D. MaoGIELIVRAY.

Rev. A. 8. Husm, A. M,
" Superintendent of Education.

+ KINGS COUNTY..
" Courx 'W. T. Roscoz, Inspector.

\
¢

Sip,— f
+ I have the honor: to submit my third - Annual Report of the Publie Schools
in Kings County, and forward to you my notes of inspection, and full statis-
tical. tables for the year cndinﬁ Oct. 81st, 1876 :— DKo e
Seations.—There are one hundred sections in this District. Fifty-five of
these have built new school houses since A. D., 1864, =Twenty have
houses' under good ‘repair. Fourteen should repair at once to :
requirements of the law. ! Four have houses unfit fornse (as school buildings
“and five are without school houses of any kind. = . by

()
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In 1866, the Inspector of this County reported only twenty-five houses
suitable for school purposes—seven of which were built during the yvear.
There has been, therefore, a commendable advancement in the matter of school
accommodation for the past ten years. The change introduced by the new
system, has taught' all to look for school houses, in keeping with the other
public buildings of the Province. - This impravement still goes on in the face
of the dull times. During the past year the school houses.in Lake George,
Ormsby Road, Clermont and Lockhartville Sections, haye been newly plastered
and otherwise repaired. ' In Hants Border another room has been finished and
furnished in the school house, and the school graded into two departments.

Upper Canard has enlarged the school house soas to give two rooms in the

lower storey. The old part of the building has been extensively repaired by
raising the ceiling, plastering, painting and seating with the Dawson desk.
Upper Pereaux has just completed a new heuse, suitable for the wants of the
section, at a cost of $600.

Canning has.expended about $3000 in the erection of a school house ‘on
the most desirable site in the section. The house is finished to accomodate
two departments—having also a large class room, intended for the smaller
children, until another room can be added to the building. I understand it is
the intention to make this addition as soon as possible. Burnett’s patent
desks are used as furniture. The rcoms are well ventilated and supplied with
all the modern eonveniences'and improvements for the comfort and health of
the teacher and school. In appearance, location, finish, dc., &c., this building
reflects great credit upon the taste and enterprise of the section. Horton
Landing and Randville have houses in course of erection which wili be com-
pleted and used for schools after the Christmas vacation. Kentvillo has
finished another room in the new school house, and graded the school into
three départments, A few old houses remain, an eyesore to those laboring in
the interests of the schools, but hope-points to a time, near at hand, when all
these hindrances shall be removed.

Schools.—For the winter term, 85 schools were in operation, taught by 97
teachers and licensed assistants. The number of pupils enrolled was 4453,—
making an attendance of 267115 days.

For the mmmer% there were 98 schools, 96 teachers and assistants,

< 4598 pupils registered, With an attendance of 260125 days.

Olass of teachers employed :—
Winter. Grade B. 10—C. 48—D. 22—FE; 9. Male 43.—Female 54.
Summer. % B, 9—C,44—D.80—E.13. « 19, w78,

Almost all the teachers employed in the County aresearnest and faithful
workers. If they do not mcomﬁlisb, in all cases, all that can be desired, they
can 1ot justly be censured, as they have qualified themselves and passed the
required examination and tanght to the best of their ability. Those intending
to follow teaching for a length of time, are manifesting an increasing desire for
a better qualification for the work ; and for this purpose 26 from & is County
attended the Normal School for some: part of the past year. The attendance
of many of these being short was not such as to secure the principal benefit
this Institution is intended to confer, i.e., a training to teach. But once
receiving a_correct ides of the work done at this school, most persons will
return and complete the course. This short attendance id likely to give a
wrong impression of the training received ati the Normal School. From May
tintil the examination of teschers in July, the work of the Institution is more
partioularly a review and preparation for license, This attracts large' numbers
at thil tima, who are generslly successful in obtaining high marks upon the
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examination papers. Although they are not classed by the professors of the
Normal School, yet they pass for trained teachers, and as such, are expected
to sustain fully their grade of license and teach and manage schools according
to the most approved methods. This, of course, they cannot in many
instances do, and the fact is held up to the disadvantage of trained teachers.
Normal Schools are recognized as an essential element in the school system of.
every country. Give us two well equipped training schools in  Nova Scotis,
from which two or three hundred tenchers shall come yearly to supply the
vacancies occurring in the public schools, and strike out all licenses below
grade D, and the sehools will soon exhibit new life and advancement to doubly
repay the cost. Fault is justly found with some of our schools, but not un-
frequently isit misplaced. The teacher has to bear all the blame of an ineffi-
cient school: When Trustees have furnished suitable school accommodation,
and supplied the school with necessary books and apparatus, and secured the
co-operation of the parents in making the attendance regular and the order
good, they may complain if the teachers fail to keep & good school ; but so
long as these matters are carelessly looked after, too much ought not to be
expected from the best teachers, However competent and faithful teachers
may be, their services will be affected in & great degree by the course parents
take towards their children. If they show an interest in the studies and in
the school generally, encourage their children to respect the teachers and to
cheerfully comply with the rules and regulations adopted, they do much to
strengthen the hands and encourage the hearts of the teachers in carrying
forward their important mission to & successful issue. Barely do teachers
encounter setious difficulty in sustaining order in school when they receive

the countenance and co-operation of parents. Pupils will seldom disobey or
manifest a disposition to resist th

o reasonable requirements of the gchool unless
they are sure of support in their disobedience.  When ch

fldren are not subject
to wholesome discipline at home, and the efforts of teachers to restrain them
from wrong doing at school are unsustained by parents, no great improvement
can be effected, and none should be expected. We wounld, therefore, urge
upon_parents to hearfily co-operate with the instructors of their children to
manifest to them that they feel the deepest interest in their improvement, to
urge upon them the importance of a proper use of the time devoted to their
advancement in study, carefully keeping before their children the truth, that
\Pwith minds well stored with useful knowledge and a reputation for honesty
» and sobriety, and with a determination to be men and women in the truest
gense, they will be repared, under Providerice, to make life a success.
Ewamination of Teachers.—From the Common School of this County, 51
pupils have, during the past term, received license to teach ; and about 20
teachers have been re-examined and received o higher grade. I mention the
pupils of the public schools, who were successful, to show to some extent, the
nature of the work done in the schools from which they come. When it is
considered that the preparation for license cannot be made & speciality by the -
teachers of the Common Schools, it gives candidates thus receiving license &
higher standing than those obtaining license after eight or ten weeks attend-
. dance at s school, when the whole work has been to prepare. The school in
. Tower Plot, taught b Mr. Burgess McKittrick furnished seven of the fifty,
obtaining licenses, o marks received by these candidates in the department
- of language, and as follows :— i
st . ard, th,  Bth.  oth, o
Graliman. 0080, 0 T8 190, o 8hc 80, 80.  16.. .
Analysis .. ......80. 80 £80. 80, 75 70, 70.
. Composition. . ... .80, 6. - 65 65. 8.  66. - 80 .
Prosody.. .. ..... 75 80, 80, 90. 85 80. . (nobex),
¢ - i
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Public Ewamination of Schools—Thirty-nine only, of the eighty-five
schools in session during the winter term, reported examinations held. This
being unsatisfactory to me, upon my recommendation, the School Commis-
sioners passed the following resolution :— :

Resolved :—* That all Teachers employed in this Couﬁty shall be reqhired

to hold, in future, public ewaminations of the Schools, under their charge, as
directed by law, or present to the Commissioners good and sufficient reasons
why such examinations had not been held,—under penalty of having their
returns disapproved.” The Trustees of each section received due notice of
the passing of the resolution ; and, as a result, ninety-three’ of the ninety-five
schools ‘in session reported examinations; and two furnished satisfactory
reasons for not holding them. These examinations were well attended by
parents and school visitors, who expressed their satisfaction of the manage-
ment of the schools. I am convinced that this step was in the right direc-
tion, and will tend to secure, in a greater degree than now the interest and
co-operation of  the residents of the sections, in the labors of the teachers, for
the best interests of education.

Lessons.—It is a common error for, teachers to assign too long lessons from

the text-book, and be satisfied with imperfect recitations. A short lesson well
learned and practically applied by the pupil under the direction of the teacher,
will produce lasting results. 'What is committed to memory from the text
book, is soon forgotten, if the recitation consists in repeating, by rote, what
+has been learned ; while what is taken in by the pupil understandingly, and
given back in some praetical form, will seldom, if ever, be erased from the
mind. A great want in our schools is thoroughness in teaching. This is too
often confounded with exhaustive teaching. The teacher should be able to
discriminate between them. Exhaustive teaching requires of the pupil know-
ledge of a subject in all its details.” “Thorough teaching seeks to ground him
in the elementary facts and principles of that subject ; that he may be prepared
to go forward, in his own strength, if need be, to an exhaustive knowledge of
it. The general needs of life require & general knowledge, thorough, so far ss
it goes, of many things ; while special nesds require an exhaustive knowledge
of very few. The general education of the individual got in the Common
School is to fit him for life’s general needs. Hence thorough not evhaustive,
teaching is required in these schools.

In conclusion a review of the paat year's work, evinces as much progress
as could reasonably be expected, and affords hope, that the return of good
times will induce all to regard with renewdd interest, the pressing claims of
the Public Schools. ’

"I am your obedient servant,

Rev. A. 8. Huwr, A. M.,
Superintendent of Education,

Couixy 'W. Roscoz,
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LUNENSURG COUNTY.

LUNENBURG OOUNTY.
G, W. Hiurg, Inspector,

Sin— .
1 beg leave: to submit for your information the following, d¢ my first
e - Annual Report on the state of the Piblic Schools in Lunenbnrg County.
-y \\ The number of School Sections in the County is one hundred and thirty-two
- ~=one hundred and three in the District of Lunenburg snd New Dublin, and
twenty-nine in the District of Chester. ‘ ‘

Of these, one hundred and three sections have had school in operation
some part of the school year. About seventy-five per ceit. of them during
the entire year, Eight of the school sections of the County are situated upon
{slands, and with the exception of Heckman’s and Tancook Islands have school
during the winter season only. In a considerable nurtiber of. the uneccupi
sections there are as yet no school-houses, there being eleven of this description

in the District of Chester alone. Some of these are foo poor and scattered to
) . support a school, even for a rtion of the year. In some others where o
better state of matters exists, initiatory steps have been taken for the erection
of suitable school buildings, and I have but little doubt, that by the end of
snother year creditable afditione will be made to the number of school edifices
nlrendy erected. During the past year one new school house has been put. up.
This much needed building has been erected in Fox Point section, Districh of
Chester. The people of this section, long divided as to scheol matters, have
secently become united, and putpose having their school in operation at the
beginuing of the New Year. :
During the yeat five school-houses have been condsmned by the Board of
8chool Commissioners, as unfit for school purposes, Three of these have made
mmﬁgmb to replace these old and worn-out structures by new and suitable
ngs. ¢ ; '
Mo%t of the school houses in the District of Lunenburg and New Dublin,
especially the French ones, are neat and commodious, creditable to the different
sections, and suitoble in most respects to their needs. ~ A few are models of
neatniess and taste.  In the District of Chester, however, there is really mot
one building well adapted for school uses, most of them being old, small, and
in some instances totally dilapidated. :

The new building about to be erected in the town of Chester, will, I trust,
furnish such an exsmple of neatmess and adapfation to the wants of the schoo.
a8 will not be wholly lost:on the surrounding sections. The furniture in most:
of ofir schoolhouses is of the Dawson pattern ot some modification: of it, aud
is ukgally Emtty well ada‘i)ted to our needs. In a fow schools the much n
{mtent desk is to be found. Several of our school buildings are yet used f
he double purpose of the Church and School, and in these the comfort of

g:&?l: has too oftén. been sacrificed to the convenience of the congregati
: | grounds are found enclosed in very fow sections, and in none haye any.
attempts been made at their improvement. Suitable outbuildings have been p
tp ou most, but there are yot & t:wlseeﬁons that hﬁvé entirely e
very necessary appendages to school premises. My represents in
behalf have not been entirely withoutg:it., In the :’nlttar of supply of
spparatns much remains to be done.  Very few schools can be ssid; in
tespect, to be thorogghly uipped, though in most hemis heres, bls
Maps of Novg,ﬂcotm,'_bﬂl-%nmes and hand-gells can be found. A
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are yet entirely without apparatus of any kind, and are but a single’ remove
from our most primitive style of school. The school-books in use are those
prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction. These are not often kept as
public property, and the supply in a large number of sections is by no means
equal to the demands of the school. Indeed the want of a sufficient supply of
text books for school uses is a standing complaint of teachers of nearly every

grade.

The number of different teachers employed during the year was one hun-
dred and twenty-six, as shown in the subjoined exhibit :—

Winter TEerM.

Males. Females.

A. B. C. D B. C. D. E.
1 7 -9 16 1 14 29 24
SumMmer TERM.

Males. Females.

A. B. C. D. B, C. D E.
1 8 5 11 1, 14 33 24

The teachers of this County are gs a body, laborious and painstaking in the
discharge of their duties, while their services sre much too often very inade-
quately remunerated. There are a few, however, who could be spared to other
employments, without their retirement being a source of much regret or loss to
the schools over which they preside. The trained teacher, possessing as he
does, many advantages over the untrained, is as a rule, here as elsewhere, much
more successful in the discharge of his duties, than the untrained. The num-
ber of the former class seeking employment in this county is, I regret to say,
extremely small, and this will probably remain the case until the law shall
make it necessary for every applicant for teacher to teach in the public schools,
to spend a term, at least, in some training s(;hool, subject to its approval.

During the year just closed I have visited all the sections having schools
in operation within the county, except six. Three of these were smaller
sections, having as before remarked, schools in winter only, and at the time
of the year nearly inaccessible. The remaining three were not visited, owing
to the bad condition of the roads in one instance, and in'two others through
my want of knowledge of the locality in which they were situated. The
larger number of sections not having schools were also visited, and efforts
made to induce the people to establish new schools, or re-opeu old ones.” The
School Register has, enerally “genking, been neatly and accurately reported.
In a few instances only was sufficient carelessness exhibited in this respect to
merit remark,

The School Returns (A) have, as a rule, been partly filled up, those of the
gummer term being much superior in neatness and accuracy to those of the
preceding, '

This cannot truthfully be said of the B Returns, which too often present
the strongest evidences of carelessness and neglect in furnishing the informa-
tion sought by the issue of those important papers. I fear, Trustees do not
avail themselves of the aid of the teachers in their preparation. The County
Academy, during the first term of the school year, was under the management -
of E. H. Owen, Esq., and, upon his retirement, his place was supplied by the
appointment of John McLeod, Esq., sn energetic and pains-taking teacher.

i
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Efforts are constantly put forth to increase the usefulness of this institu-
tion, but while pupils outside the county town are so tardy in availing them-
selves of its advantages, the objects of its or%nnization will, in a great measure,
fail to be attained, and murmurs of dissatisfaction continually be heard.

In closing the Report, permit me to offer to Trustecs and others, whose
hospitality I have enjoyed on many oceasions my sincerest gratitude, and to
yourself, sir, my best thanks for the uniform courtesy and attention my com-
munications have at all times received at your hands.

Respectfully submitted,
G. W. Hirrz.
Rev. A. 8. Huxt, M. A,
Superintendent of Education.

QUEENS COUNTY.

C. T. Axprews, Inspector.

Sig,— >

T have now the honor of submitting this my third annual report on the
condition of the public schools in the County of Queens for the year ending
Oct. 31st, 1876. If in so doing I have offered to teachers and school officers
more suggestions than may-be consistent with an official report, let the sin-
cerity of the motive be urged as a palliation. : e

T am pleased to be able to eay that for the past three years ‘educational &
affairs in this county have been progressing. In tEe number of sections having =
schools there has been during the past year a slight increase over that of 1875.
This in consideration of the almost unparalleled state of financial émbarrass-
ment throughout the entire county, is at least a favorable record. The increase
in the number of schools in session is shown in the following tables.

Sections having Teachers

Schools. Winrer TERM. Employed.
1874 v i vinvnviv 1¥ ; 31
187D.cesneinoes .. 26 37
BB dlcionosnins 41
1874..¢v.. .. . 45
1875, 4saviininonsivs 47
1876..... wikinesene 00 52

The schools, for the most part, have been taught by zealous and efficient
teachers, and the People generally manifest an appreciation of their educational =
privileges. The following table represents the number, grade and sex of - the
teachers employed in the County during the past year. B

Wixrer TerM.

Grades. A. B. 0. D, E, | Total,

Malail i siosvonnl @ 6 4 7
e T R S e e 1 10 | 8
Aasiatanta.t._......’....,......... i
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SummER TERM.

‘Girades, A, B. (o8 D. E. | Total,
Male..... ST o 2 4 2 o 0 18
Female ........... b 0 1 14 11 11 37
Asgistants, .. LIRS ERE SRy [y | = PR RN L& 2 2
2 | 6] 16 | 16 18] s
7
The number of children registered at schaol was for the
Winter Term. . ....1892 with a Grand Total days of 122,456
Summer ¢ ,.....2179 4 L i 135,212

Houses,—The school houses throughout the county are generally in good
repair, and present a respectable appearance externally, although in too many

instances, equipped with the necessary maps and other school apparatus with

an economy too rigid to make the school attractive, convenient, or profitable.
A steady improvement in this matter is, however, becoming daily more visible.
Two shabby looking buildings, dilapidated relics of the past, were condemned
by the Commissioners at the last May meeting, ant the trustees of those
sections were notified that unless they made provision for the erection of new
houses within six months from date of sotice, the grants would be withheld.
Thére are two other sections in the Southern district that will be served with
a similar notice if they continue to allow indifference and jealousy to keep up
a division among the ratepayers, thereby suspending building operations.

The school house in Grafton, a neat and commodious building, fully equal
to the means and requirements of the section, was destroyed by the hands of
an incendiary, notiyhowever, from the hostility to the school law, but by a
young man who, glthough he sucgeeded in his revengeful purpose of driving
from the section the teacher, the object of his unreciprocated affections, he

ade his home tooWwarm for himself, as he was compelled to “run his coun-
try,” with the officers of the law like hounds on his track. Arrangements
were made at once for re-building.

East Port Medway has completed the outside of a substantial and commo-
dious building, and by constructing temporary long desks, have been able to
use it for school purposes during the past summer. . For their praiseworthy
exertions they have been rewarded in having for the summer a large and suc-
cessful school.

A new house has been erected in Albany New Section, and will probably
be completed about next autumn. About three miles from Mill Village, on the
Bridgewater road, is a new settlement containing upwards of twenty children
of a school-going age. By the active co-operation of Chas. D. Mack, Esq., a
new section, appropriately called “ Denmark,” No. 25, was formed in this
place. Trustees were appointed, a teacher engaged,.-and operations com-
menced in a private house, when a vety profitable school was taught during
the summer by Miss Fitzgerald. The trustees have made preparations for
building a new house, which will, ho doubt, be ready for use next fall.

Graded Schools.—The Graded Schools mn Mill Village and Milton have
been taught by Messrs, D. Mack and Nicholas Smith, men of rare qualifica-
tions, tact and experience, earnestly devoted to their professional duties, and
laboring with commendable zeal and su¢gess. The thoroughness and efficiency
of these schools are shown in the pupils applying for license at the annual
examination, ali of whom succeeded in obtaining some grade, and nearly all
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received the grade sought. I am glad that the services of Mr. Mack have
been retained for another yeur; while it is with regret that I have to inform
you that Mr. Smith has removed to Yarmouth County. That his place may
be filled by his successor, I doubtfully hope. Mr. Smith left the impress of
his genius upon the inside of his pupils’ craniums,

The Graded Schools in Port Medway and Brooklyn have beefh very credit-
ably conducted by Miss Cohoon and Miss Phalen. With pleasure, neverthe-
less, I welcome back the old teachers Messrs. Baker’and Richardson.

County Academy.—This institution under the judicious management of Mr.
McVicar, is advancing as rapidly as a zeslous and efficient staff of teachers,
following an impmveg system of imparting instruction, can carry their (Pupils
on. This, however, is the bright side of the picture. On viewing the darker
side I find prevailing among a number of our younger teachers much ignorance,
and the most inadequate views of the fundamental principle of education, the
end gontemplated, and the best method of uccomiplishing that end. Some fow

. possess a degree of natural adaptativn to the profession, yet fail in consequence
of a lack of theoretical and practical knowledge. It should be required of
every teacher as an indispensable qualification for license to graduate at some

rmal College. The superiority of the Schools taught by trained teachers
places this beyond doubt. Teaching is a science and an art, and in such insti-
tutions its principles.are taught and practically applied. Here the teacher
learns the material he has to work with, the different avenues through which
instruction is imparted, and an intelligent notion of the best method of im-
parting it. Here he learns to organize, govern, and teach. He learns that
“knowledge is not given until it is received,”—that he myst come down to a
level with the child’s mind and lead it on from the known to the unknown—
that he must succeed in interesting him with the subject presented, and the .
mode of presenting it, so that through the perceptive faculties he can develop
the reasoning powers of the mind, and thus deriving principles from truths
already gained, the child goes on, bearing in his own hands the keys to the
storehouse of knowledge. Now and then, a teacher, who hds been debarred
from the privilege of attending a training school, thongh sincerely desirous of
advancing in his professional attainments, will, with commendable candour,
confess his ignorance, and ask for suggestions. To such my views are most
cheerfully given and thankfully received. I endeavour to point out the relative
importance of the means to the end, the latter being the harmonious growth
of all the parts of the complex nature of the child—its full development,
morally, physically, and intellectually, while the former is the appropriate
exercise of these parts by the imparting of sound knowledge in such a manner
a8 to awaken, stimulate, and strengthen all the faculties of the mind.

The acquirement of kmowledge should be made pleasurable. It is a pretty
generally acknowledged fact, based upon observation, that_at each age the
intellectual action which a child voluntarily, and with pleasure, engages in is a
heartful one; and conversely, the aversion to and dislike for any particnlar
study is & proof that it is either not lda]sted to the age,of the child, or thatit
is presented in an indigestible form, Hence the error of presenting truths
in the abstract rather than the concrete of substituting rules for principles.
We need no better illustration of this than in the too common method of
teaching grammar, ;

Grammar is the science of language, and is based upon the observation and
comparison of facts, and our philosog ors in ]m:iguage and our learned gram-
marians observed these facts before t| ey ventured to write a scientific treatise,

+ and yet'some of our teachers will attempt to cram grammar into a child’s

brain *gcience end first,” When will we learn to follow nafure? Language
was spoken before it was written. Men reasoned before Aristotle or Whately
reduced logic 4to a sciences
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As a general thing, Grammar is presented to the child too early. Rules
are well enough, but the successful artist must see and observe and be vividly
impressed with the picture presented to his eye. The skillful physician depends
upon observation and experience for the correctness of his diagnosis,

Arithmetic—A thuch better system of teaching this important branch
obtains now throughout the couiity than that which formerly existed.

The preyailing error seemed to be i plunging: the child at once into the
mysteries of abstract figures, where he was left to wander for weeks in a region
of useless and incomprehensible signs. Now the teacher will, through the
medium of objects or the ball frame, give an intelligent iden of number, make
plain the principles involved, and, step by step, lead the young mind from the
concrete to the abstract, from the known to the unknown. Then, having
thoroughly classified his pupils and expounded the rule, he will call into his
service the sympathy of numbers as the most effective stimulant, and go oo
successfully with the work of explaining and illustrating.

A too frequent and general error is an insufficient attention paid to
reviswing. The pupil is allowed to take his book and slate, and with an
assumed air of business to plunge into a lot of new exercises in blissful ignor-
ance of rule or principles, and waste his tiwe in vain and misdirected efforts.
In some schools I have found a * select few,” whose reputed standing as the
«advanced class” had prevented their giving attontion to the tencher’s
explanations on the board, so long as they enjoyed the reputation of having
« puzzled the teacher.” I also found it a source of amusement, if not satis-
fuction, to ask such a class a few questions involving the first principles in
arithmetic, as they were almost invariably answered by a look of blank aston-~
ishment, strongly suggestive of ignorance upon that subject.

Reading.—1I am pleased to be able to report a gradual improvement in this

subject. That “old style” of singing the lesson in hollow, monotonous tones, .

has, in a great measure, given way to a distinet, impressive, and intelligent
system of reading. Hitherto the importance of this branch did not, in ‘many
schools, seem to be fully appreciated, and other more advanced studies were
allowed to infringe upon the time allotted to this. A prolific cause of much
of the indifferent reading inflicted upon us, is the want of attention paid to
the elementary sounds of the language. In some instances, upon questioning
the class, I have found that modulation of the voice, inflection m‘a emphasiy
were altogether beyond ‘the scope’ of their comprehension. I have imvariably
urged the imitation of the natural tones of voice, a8 employed im commyon eon-~
versation, which suggestion has been follofed by' the most satisfactory results.
There is a vast difference between an intelligent exercise of the'mind inr think-
ing and feeling, und a mere parrot-like action of the vocal organs in a rapid
ennnciation of words, which 18 too often palmed off as reading.  Still another
cause tending to retard progress in this branch is the wnwise and arbitrary
interference of parents with the prerogative of the teacher, in imsisting upom
a premature advancement of their children from one reader to 'a higher num-
ber before they have attained the required proficiency. .

Music and Drawing.—These exercises T regard not only as pleasing recres-
tions from the sterner studies, but ns successful means ot communicating and
acquiring knowledge ; and would earnestly recommend that more time and
attention be paid to them in every school.” In this respect we are certainly
behind our American neighbours. Every teacher, without making it a specialty,
should be qualified to impart the rudiments of the useful art of Drawing, Its
scquisition is a mental relaxation, while in gomt of usefulness words are
feoble instruments in deseription compared with the delineations of the pencil.

Returns.—The A returns have been;found generally satisfactory, while the
B returns are, as usual, far from being relinble.

Soie of them are nothing more than a complication of errors, eontradic-
tions and absurdities,

o~
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One Section will be represented as possessing  ratable, Froperty three
times its actusl value, while another has not more than one-half given. 8ome
report nothing received by the trustees from **all sources” and the conéis-
sion to the secretary of the trustees will be estimated at $5.00 or §10.00, / In
omre of two cases the column denoting the amount assessed for the year was
left blank, and in others the questions were answered by a formidable line of
cyphers reminding one of a row of last year’s swallow's nests. I
Lrustees~~The vecord of visitation in the registers of many schools betrays
a culpable indifference on the part’ of Trustees. In the school manual, Sec.
“th, page 20, the duties of these officials are briefly but concisely prescribed
and there are times during the year when the stereotyped excuses for the
neglect of such important duties cannot be admitted. Trustees have it in
their power, by a system of regular visitation, to afford aid and sympathy to
the teachers, and stimulate the whole school operation. In many instances
the kind and persuasive influence of a Trustee, backed as it is by a certain

official authority will induce a megligent parent to send his child to school

when a-compulsory law would be resisted as an arbitrary measure aimed at his
liberty. In appointing a secretary too great care cannot be taken to select an
honest and efficient man, who will keep his accounts in a correct and business-
like manner. :

In Labelle Section the trustees were obliged to dismiss the officer for a
neglect of duty, savoring, however, more strongly of dishonesty than incapa-
city. Parents, clergymen, and other public men might also do much more to
advance the cause of education by frequently visiting the school, and manifes-
ting an interest in the work of both teacher and pupil. It proves a stimulus
to the teacher, by causing him to feel that his labors are appreciated, while in
minds of the scholars, the visit of a parent isan event of no small importance.

The Commissioners have performed the important duties connected with
their office with their usual zeal and intelligence. In the Southern District an
increasing interest in the edncational affairs of the county is plainly manifest,
and I would heartily endorse the sentiments of those Inspectors who are
advocating for these gentlemen a more substantial reward for their services
than the thanks of the Inspector. o

Kvaminations.~~There were fifty-nine candidates for license at the annual
examination in July. The results were even more flattering to Queens
County than those of last year. When sections manifest the appreciation of
education in employing efficient and zealous teachers, they will, in many ways,
reap an abundant return for the additional expense of supporting superior
schools, This is fully exemplified in the successful examinations passed by
the pupils from the Liverpool, Milton, Port Medway and Mill Village schools.
The same principle of generous salaries to teachers will apply to sections

“collectively or to nations. Much of the success of our present school system is

due to the liberal provision of our teachers in the form of Government
Grants, Bonuses, &c. Indeed I ask for no more healthy sign of national life
than an ample provision by s government for the support'and growth of its
educational institutions. Every child within its pale may be regarded as
material in an immense political structure whose value and duration will
depend upon its quality—ns young members of a young commonwealth whose
Fature prosperity will depend npon the patriotism, enlightenment and devotion
with which their energies are applied in her material, political and educational
mt, : y i

In conelusion, I would return many thanks to my friends thronghout the

county whose hospitality I have been invited to accept—to the Commissioners,

whose uniform kindness and co-operation I have already acknowledged, and to

iourself for the prompt and courteous attention which I, as a -correspondent,

“have received at your hands, as well as the active interest that you have

5
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always manifested in everything relating to the edueational interests of onr
county.
Respectfully yours,
; €. T. A¥pRrEWS.
Rev. A, Howr, AL M., .
Superintendent of Education. . &

SHELBURNE COUNTY.

g A. €. A, Doaws, Inspector.
1R, —

The statistical papers already forwarded.will shew pretty fully the condition
of the schools of this county for the past year:

It will be seenthat there has been a larger number of schools than' at any
time since, the present school act eame into operation, and though the regist-
ered pupils do not exceed those of some previous years, yet the Grand Total is
much greater, shewing a more regular attendance. *

- There are now sixty-six sections in this eounty, and in- fifty-eight of these
schools have been condueted some portion of the year. Those not having
schools were Big Port Le Herbert, East Green Harbor, Middle Ohio, Upper
Clyde, Middle Clyde, Enslow’s Point, McNutt’s Island and Light House
Island. Most of these sections are thinly settled and without sehoolhouses,.
which will partly account for the absence of schools. :

An effort is being made to eréct a sehool house at East Green Harbor where'
there are a 5oodl‘y number of young pertons meeding instruetion. The people
of Middle Ohio' are also moving in this matter. A site has been obtained,
material for building is being provided, and it is designed to have the house in:
eondition for a school next summer. At Enslow’s Pomt a small house has
been erected, and so far completed as to render it fit! for a school the present,
‘ term. A new house has been commenced at Charlesville, and is intended for
occupation next term. - At Hamilton’s a frame has been obtained, a site chosem

and arrangements made for proceeding with its construetion as speedily as
ssible. Preparations are also being made for building a new house at Shag
rbor. The houses at Hawk and South Side Sections (Cape Island) have
“been completed, and are convenient and comfortable structures. In both,
schools have been held the past term. Those at East and West Sable are
nearly completed and were used for school purposes last summer. That at
Louis Head it is believed will' be ready for opening in the Spring. In some
other sections repairs have been effected, old desks removed, and better sub-
stituted. Several of our houses are still unsuited to the wants of the sections,
some are too small, others inconveniently arranged, and s few are worn out,
defaced and uncomfortable. As these latter class are’ from time to time con-~
demned by the Boards of Commissioners, we hope soon to report better and
commodious structures in their stead. £
The heating and ventilating of school rooms is often faulty. As on these
the health and comfort of the pupils greatly depend, an improvement is needed.
Most of our school premises are mow provided with outhouses-; resolutions
of the Boards enforcing their construction having had a beneficial effoct on
sections ;iroviouul r without them. It is to be regretted that in many instances
the school grounds are mot properly cleared or made suitable for the con~
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venience and amxkement of the pupils. The house and its surroundings
should be attractive, and means should be devised for physical as well as
aental training. :

In reference .to the schools the tables will shew that. sixty-one were in
operation during the winter, of ‘which twenty-two were taught by males, and

thirty-nine by females ; and sixty-two in summer, taught by eleven 'males and °

fifty-one females. The latter, it will 'be observed, largely predominate, and of
‘these in winter more than one-third yere of Grade E, and in summer nearly
half. Tt willalso be noticed that in winter only .eleven teachers were engaged
in the.same section as during the previ term, and thirty-five in summer.
These frequent changes prove very detrig®ntal, in most cases, to successful
teaching.

The number of pupils registered in winter was 2990, being 674 more than
the same term last year. The Grand Total days attended by these, 181,228,

\ being 47,823 more than the previous winter. The summer registry contains

)2830, or 572 more than the summer before ; and the grand total was 189,075
being 29,750 more than'the corresponding term of 1875. This shows the
proportion of population at school to have been about 1 in 4.4, .or more than
heretofore reported.

With respect to the schools, it is gratifying to know that in many of them,
‘where first-class teachers are employed, and their efforts encouraged by
trustees and others, good work is being done and a fair amount of scholar-
ship, proportionate to the ages of the pupils, is manifest. In several sections
the advantages of securing the services of efficient teachers, even at consider-
-ably advanced salaries, is becoming more apparent, and a greater disposition
ds shown to obtain such as are known to be possessed of good qualifications

for the office. - Too many, however, of our schools are still oceupied by infe- :

wior teachers, and of the lowest grade of license because such can be engaged
at alower rate of salary. Few seem to realize that trained and educated
‘teachers are needed for elementary as well as more advanced schools. Much
of school progress depends upon good teachers, when they have the proper
appliances for working with, and their selection by trustees becomes an im-
portant duty which they should perform for the best interests of the section.

In government we have found several of our teachers succeeding admir-
ably, and the pupils quiet, orderly and attentive to required duties. The rod
as an instrument for enforcing discipline, is getting less in use, and in.some
schools is entirely discarded. Scholars usually understand when the teacher
has the faculty for governing and vespect it sufficiently to conduct themselves
with propriety. If this faculty is wanting, disorder, noise and confusion
-Snsue.

In reading and spelling there is evident improvement. The .phonetic dis-
tinctions are more carefully taught, and the different modulations of the voice;
with emphasis and inflection, are duly practised. Some teachers ‘read each
paragraph before requiring the pupils to do the same, and-if all teachers were
good renders, ‘such a system woulgl doubtless prove very advantageous. In
spelling, pupils are being taught habits of observation g0 as to learn at sight
how to spell any word they may meet with whether in their reading lessons or
other exercises, to write from dictation, to compete with each other{ in classes,
and $0 know the meanings of the words they use. . o ;

Writing ie.not so successfully tanght as is desirable. Teachers attribute
their failures to an insufficient supply of copy hooks snd a want of uniformity
in those provided. To this, in some cases, may be added, an inadequate
acquaintance, on their part, with any standard system of writing, a lack of
required attention to the proper formation of letters and the practising of
#he pupils on different copies and in different styles at the same time,

A fow painstaking teachers have obviated these difficulties, and the results
‘ave heen very eatisfactory. .

3
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Drawing is another branch thatis too much neglected. If we wish the
young to acquire habits of minute observation, a familiarity with forms and
outlines of models and objects in nature, they certainly mneed to be taught the
art of designing and drawing. Few exercises afford greater pleasure to
children ; and, if their feeble markings were regulated by a skilful teacher,
shey would soon learn to delineate many of the objects with which they are
surrounded. This has been evinced by samples procured from a few sehools
where drawing is practised. .

In our best schools there are pupils possessing a pretty general acquaint-
ance with common school arithmetic and its application to” eommercial transa~
tions. Intellectual arithmetic also receives considerable attention, and some
shew great aptitude for mental ealculations.

In English Grammar more oral instruetion is being given, the different
parts of speech are better understood, and a fuller insight into the analysis
and construetion of sentences is observable.

Geography forms an interesting study in all our schools. Calkin’s Geo-
graphies, and Nelson’s Maps are those in use, and are highly prized by teachers:

istory, Geometry, Algebra and Chemistry of Common Things have been
taught in the most advanced schools and in many instances with marked
success. :

It is to be regretted that in some of our sehools there is stilf an insufficient

*supply of books and necessary apparatus. Teachers justly eomplain that they
cannot perform requiréd duties without material to work with. Trustees
leave the matter of providing books mostly to parents, and many parents are
very remiss in this respect. The regulations of the Couneil plainly require
the mte-ﬁlyen to vote money for the purchase of books and apparatus as well
a8 for other school purposes, and the trustees to furnish them, yet these re-
quirements are not carried out, and seem not likely to be unless measures for
enforcement are adopted. :

The books used are those sunctioned by the Couneil of Pablic Instruetion.
The readers recently prescribed will prove a valuable accession, calculated as
they are to please, instruct and claim the attention of scholars by the varied
and interesting subjects presented.

As before stntod), the average attendance has been better the past year than
usual, and this is an encouraging feature. Teachers, however, still affirm that
their best meant efforts sremozen frustrated by irregular attendamce, and doubt-
less this is one of the chief harriers to educational improvement. It is possi-
ble, a8 we have known in some instances, that teachers themselves might do

. somewhat towards remedying this evil by making the school room more in-
teresting, and by visiting the homes of their pupils, conversing with their
parents and informing them of what is needed for the educational.improve-
ment of their offspring. -

The registers are, as a general thing, correctly and meatly kept. Trustees
are not always careful to preserve the old ones.

The A returns are more satisfactorily filled than formerly. A fow are
still faulty, and have to be returned. The B returns are often defoctive.
Maliy trustees not seeming to know how they should be filled.

t becomes my melancholy duty to record the death of one of the teachers
of ‘this county. . Leander Reynclds had been but a fow years engaged in
the profession. He was a young man of much promise and was highly
esteemed by his pupils and those with whom be was intimately acquired. His
loss is deeply regretted.

In conclusion, I beg to tender my cordial thanks o you, sir, for kind
advice and useful suggestions in your eorrespondence on matters of educational
import; to the Cemmiasioners for the interest they have taken in the s¢hools

of the county, and the generous aid they have afforded me in the performance
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of my duties; and to teachers, trustees and other friends for the evidences of
good-will manifested during my visitations. .
: I remain, 2
Your obedient servant,
A. C. A, Doaxk.
Rzv. A. 8. Hurr, M. A,
Superintendent of Education.

HALIFAX COUNTY. \

Hinxre CoxpoN, Inspector.
Bim,— !
i presenting this Annual Report, I shall, after referring you to the

Educational affairs of the County during the past year.

Sections.—Although Halifax County raports 139 School Sections, yet several
of these are so altered in their educational conditions that they cannot, in
Jjustice, be reckoned as sections, For example, Goffe’s Section, on the Guys- ;
boro’ Road, is so reduced in numbers that it would be impossible to support a E
School, and the very few remaining children are accommodated in the Oldham
School ; Tuft’s Cove is included in Dartmouth ; Blind Bay and Shag Bay are
formed into one ; McHeffey Hill,in the Rural District, has been made a border
seetion on Hants County. Bight other Sections, so far as the keeping of a
school is coféerned, are, for the present, practically extinct.

Montague, which has for some years, owing to the generous interest shown 1
by the proprietors of the Gold Mine, supported a good school, with from 18 4
to 27 on the Register, is now unable to 50 so, and unless the mining should b
be resumed, this Section will also be dropped from the list. A

o This really leaves 127 as the number of the sections in Halifax County. I
foel that justice demands this explanation, as it is quite bad enough to be
obliged to report 22 Sections as being without schaol during any portion of the
year, but to leave the impression that 34 were in a like destitute condition
would be a discouraging picture not warranted by facts. Lo

‘We have no changes in the boundaries of the sections, in the past year, ;
although several rate-payers from Pitpizwick East and Spry Bay, petitioned
the Commissioners to form them into separate Sections, urging in-the first case,
that they were at too great a distance from the school house; and in the other
that the house was not: in the centre, and the road bleak, So determined were

friendly remonstrance, they erected a school house, evi_dently thinking that this
proceeding on their part would-form a foregone conclusion in their favor. But
the Commissioners retused their consent;, taking their stand firmly on that clduse
of the law which says: * That it is earnestly ﬁoped, that each. Board of Com-
missioners will exert its influence and authority to preserve, wherever practi-
cable, such a number of inhabitants in each section as will enable either graded .
schools, or the closest possible approximation to them, to be sustained in all
the more densely seftled portions of the country. No mere preference in
favor of one saction or apotger, on the part of parents, should be allowed to
interfere with the preservation of the proper bounds of sections. Such bounds
should always be determined upon as wﬂ})gnnble the people of all the sections
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to educate their children in the most efficient and economical manner. This
can be attained only by means of large school sections.”

Iu my opinion the interests of education in this Province demand in this
respect the most rigid adherence to the law, as there is always a tendency to
the multiplication of school sections, which, if not checked, must increase the
number of weak and inefficient schpols. ;

New Houses—Hubbard’s Cove and Indian Harbor have comfortable houses,
the latter with a class room. Upper Prospect has provided three good school
rooms. Ferguson’s Cove has also & house, finished outside which, when com-
pleted, will cost not less than a $1000. Dartmouth has erected ‘a large and
commodious house, very conveniently arranged, for four, and. if needed, five
departments, The school rooms are all on the ground floor, and so well
arranged that any one school may be assembled or dismissed without disturb-
ing the others. Cook’s, Hutchinson; and Little River, in the Rural District,
?i%pizwick Enst, Musquodoboit Road and Newdy Quoddy in the Eastern Dis-

rict, have also built new houses, making in all 16 school apartments, 18 of
Which are either occupied or ready for immediate use. Those unfinlshed will
be completed by or during the Summer Term. Twelve have been put in good
repair.

In order to give a clear idea of the character of our school accommodations,
the following figures are appended :— )

No. of school apartments in this County, 134, which may be classed as fol-

lows :— .
28 Excellent,
48 Good,
32 Middling,
26 Poor, either as to the building or furniture, or both.

We have thus made undoubted progress in a very important part of our
school economy during the year 1876. :

Black-boards.—In many cases these are either insufficient in extent or badly
prepared, and even in some of our good school houses the blackboards are of so
KIOOI‘ a quality as to interfore much with their successful use in school work.

othing would remedy this inconvenience more surely than the introduction of
Bryne's Patent Blackboard Preparation, s it is cheap, easily applied and very
durable, as I can testify.from experience.

Furniture—L have been much annoyed in some of our new buildings with
the awkward character and arrangement of the desks. The workmen have
either lacked interest or skill enough to enable them to work from the plans
furnished, and the consequence is that, although quite sufficient money has
been expended to secure neat and proportioned furniture, much of it is & com-
plete failure,

Apparatus,—Outside of Dartmouth and a fow of the larger and wealthier
sections we can report hut little provision made as yet. The first requisite has
been suitable school accommodation ; other essentials will follow.

Schools.—A. glance at the Statistical Tables will show in session for

‘Winter Term, 106.
Summer Term, 114.
* Dyring some. pottion of the year, 118 in 105—Sec.
. The Grand Total of ‘Attendance, as compared with' last year, gives an
increase of 28,747, * e

The schools visited bef&j'é"tie summer vacation made an average of attend-
ance of 80 per cent, Those visited in’ the first and second weeks after vacation
averaged less than 20 per cent. This, of course, materially decreases the
average for the term and may be accounted for, to a great extent, by the fact
that lnrge numbers of children are busily engaged, during this season, in picking
berries for the Halifax market. —

®
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The number of teachers with their respective grades may be thus tabulated :

‘Winrer TErM.

A. B. C. D. E.

1. 10. 49. ; 31. 18.
SuMMmER .TERM.

A. B. C. D. E.

2 7 54. 41. 13.

This gives an increase of teachers holding the higher grades which, all
things being equal, is & great gain. All things being equal I repeat, for one of
the poorest sehools visited, whether reviewed in regard to classification, mode
of teaching, order and discipline or progress of pupils, was taught by a Grade
B male.

A case like this shows how important it is in the selection of a teacher, to
take into consideration more than one point, and not be misled by the fallacy
that because a man has succeeded in obtaining a B License he is necessarily a
good teacher, and here it may not_be amiss to remark that the principle upon
which the bonus id at present paid seems to me faulty, as it only takes cogni-
zance of the grade and fiwe year's service which may have been in as many
again sections. As the constant change of teachers is, on all hands, admitted
to be so detrimental to the welfare of our schools, if & prescribed length of ser-
vice in the same section were required to secure the bonus it would become a
corrective of a most disastrous practice. ¢

After several visits and much effort we have succeeded in opening a school,
for the first time under the present law, in the African Section, above Ham-
mond’s Plains. Our first step was to repair an old building, which we have
done through vour aid. We were,very E)rtunate in securing the services of.a
competent teacher who opened the school, late in the term, with 71 on the
register. On the day of my last visit 49 were present, Two of the Trustees
were in attendance. The order was good and quite an interest displayed. In
this, hitherto, neglected section there are between 90 and 100 children over
five years of age. :

5 We have also b careful and successful teacher engaged in the Lucus
ection.

The house in the Maroon Hill Section—thanks to your unremitting kind-
ness and help—has been plastered and made quite comfortable, * A teacher
has been engaged for the next term.

We are also endeavoriug to create sufficient interest in the Guysborough
Road Bection to induce them to organize a school and trust that we shall suc-.
ceed in doing so by Spring. ; :

In the African, Lucus, Maroon Hill, Guysborough Road, Beech Hill and
Preston Road Sections, there are about 250 colored children, many of whom
have hitherto had scarcely any opportunity of acquiring the simplest rudiments
of an edycation. | {

-If these sections are to be a credit and not a disgrdce to_the County they
will require much fostering care from Superintendent, Commissioners, Inspec-
tor and all concerned. : : ;

Their extreme poverty will also render necessary special aid for books, &c.

I cannot pass on without acknowledging the kindness of Mr, MacKinlay
who has, from time to time, been very liberal in his gift of books, &c., for the
use of these and other destitute sections. /

Dartmouth School.—1t is very gratifyiug to note the deep interest taken
in these schools by the influential men of the section, which is manifested in

.
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wvarious ways. This school has been for five years under the care of Alexander
Mackay, Esq., a most efficient Principal, and its distinguishing excellence is
the fine drill in natural science which is given not merely in a dry and formsl
maaner from the text book only, but is also skillfully illustrated by carefully
conducted experiments. -

oy
A careful review of my Notes of Inspection confirms me in the opinion

that where a school has been taught for two or more consecutive terms by the

same teacheryin a majority of cases the improvement has been decided, and
taking into consideration the number of young and untrained teachers engaged,
the small and in some instances inadequate support given by the sections, and
the constant changes which, most unfortunately, are still going on among the
teachers, we may look upon the record of the past year with a fair degree of
satisfaction,

Trustees.—1 think also that some improvement has taken place throughout
the county as regards the attention bestowed by trustees on their schools,
although they are still far from acting up to the requirements of the law, 1
would again respectfuily suggest that the amount drawn from the County
Fund be made contingent on the discharge of their duties.

Halifaw City Schools.—In November last I made a full and detailed Report
to the Commissioners, in which I again called their attention to the over-
crowded state of some of these schools, and no doubt measures will be at onee

- taken to remove this obstacle to their Although in the discharge of |

my duty, I have been compelled to mark some of them as poor and inefficignt,
these are the exceptions, and the majority are doing their work well, and give
unmistakable evidence of progress, while a considerable number of them excel
in many of those points which go to make up a good school.

Two years ago the Commissioners made an important change in the Morris
Street School by appointing a Head Master, whose chief work should be the
teaching of Classics. John Jack, Esq., the gentleman to whose care was
committed the new enterprise, commenced the rudiments of Latin with 13
pupils, The number has now increased to 18, 14 of whom are also studying
Greek. The amplest opportunities of testing the progress of this degurtment
has been afforded at the various examinations written and oral. I concur
most heartily in the opinion that has been invariably expressed on these oces~
sions as to the solid progress of the pupils, Ithas not only been eolid, hng
in two classes at least, advanced Latin and Greek, it has been surprisingly
rapid.

pThis special reference has been made to Mr. Jack’s department because, to
8 certain extent, it has been doing the work of a High School, and its success
has fully equalled the expectations formed, and has completely vindicated the
judgment of those who contend that a well organized High School is a neces-
sary part of the school economy of this city.
Very respectfully yours,

Bev, A, 8, Husr, A, M.,
Superintendent of Education,

Hivgrg Conoonw,

e el Jok Ne-iv-]
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INVERNESS COUNTY.
Jonn Y. Guxw, Inspector.

Sin,—

For the County of Inverness, for the year ended 31st Oct., 1876. The
following Educational Report is respectfully submitted :—

Ag changes occur, from year to year, in the catalogue of sections, by ad-
ditions and sub-divisions ; in school premises, by improv: ts in the way of
niew buildings and increased accomodation ; and in the department of County
Finance by modifications in the income and expenditure for school purposes,—
it will be necessary to furnish the usual tabulated statements, briefly depicting
the salient points in the existing educational machinery of the County.

In the combined Districts of the North and South are now: embraced the
large number of one hundred and thirty-five :

School Sections.

‘Whole County

Of the above, five district sections were formed during the year just closed.

~ In May, at the semi-annual meeting of the Southern Board—Albert Sea,
No. 863 was formed by the sub-division of Indian Rear,” No. 36, and Centre-
ville, No. 844, resulted from the union of portions of Brook Village, Seotch
Hill and Skye Glen Sections.

At the regular semi-annual meeting of the Northern Board, held a
week gubsequently to the session of the Sputh—S8alt Spring, No, 284, and
¥astern Harbor, No. 3}, were formed by the sub-division of Little Narrows,
No. 28, and Cheticamp, No. 83, :

At the November regular semi-annual meeting of the South Board, the -
residents at the rear of the Banks of Judique were detached from No. 6, and
# new section formed in the locality, bearing the commemorative name of
“ Centennial,” No 64.

For convenience of reference in the distribution of the public school
grants, subjoined is the amended list of sections now entitled to special aid.

In the Southern District—Craigmith, 8. W. Bridge, 8. W. Ridge, Glencoe,
Big Ridge, Judson, Ross Mill, to all as Brook Blue’s Mill, Big Brook, Mill
Brook, Blues’s Cove, Gillis Cove, Boom, Rear Cragnith, Lake Horton, N. W.
Atm, Rear Long Points, River Dennis Road, aﬁ?\:or Dennis Chapel, South
Cape, North Cape, Socotch Hill, Skye Mount, Big Harbor, Seal Cove and
MecKenzie's Broog?

In North Inverness—Granloch, Pleasant Bay, Cape Rouge, Jacob, Big
Intervale, Egypt, Lake O'Law, Big Brook, South Settlement, Lewis Mount,
Cody Settlement, B. 0. Ponds, River Loch Bain, Whycocomo Mount, 8. W,
Egypt, Martin, Widow Lard and Glenmore.

At the Mak semi-annual meetings—Up. S. West (No. 18), Coal Mines
No. 18), McKensie's Brook (No. 184), Light Point (No. 19), West' Bay
oad (No, 40). Port Hood Island (No. 63), 1% East (No. 71.) and Dunmore

(No, 74)—sll in the South were taken off the * Poor List,”—while the fol
lowing addition were made:—Craignith (Na. 4), 8, W, Ridge (No. 14), and
Blue’s Cove (No, 53).

-l
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In the North—King R6§(}‘(No. 15), Up. East Lake (No. 25), and Big
River (No. 36), were taken off, and none added.

Sohoolhouses,—During the year, at an aggregate expense of nearly $2000,
new schoolhouses have been erected at Eastern Harbour, Maryane Harbour,
Whycocomo, Little Narrows, Salt Spring, Glencoe, Indian. Rear, and.Centre-
ville. These buildings, although with one or ‘two exceptivns, furnished only
externally, reflect much credit upon the sections in which they are situated.

Eleven new school-houses are now in course of erection, and the sum of
$8610 has been voted at the last annual meeting to enable trustees to pay off
" their contract.

During the dperiod elapsing from 1864 to 1872, inclusive of both years,
over one hundred new school-houses were erected in this County. Five were
finished in ’73, and eight in each of the two succeeding years,

Accommodations ranging all the way from “‘superior’” to “bad,” are provided
for 6212 pupils, and the present estimated valuation of all the school pro-
perty in the county is put down at $33,577.

Rate-payers—In t)l:e whole county there are three thousand one hundred
ratepayers, owning property liable to assessment for se¢hool urposes amount-
ing to an aggregate of one million four hundred thousand dollars.

Ohildren.—Over 6000 different children attended the public schools during
some portion of the year, being over twenty-one per centum of the present
population of the county. 560 males and 500 femalds attended during the
winter, whose names were not enrolled during the succeeding half year. Itis
gratifying, however, to find these numbers largely exceafled by' fresh attend-
ance of both sexes during the summer term. : :

By combining the number of schools in operation during the winter and
summer terms, it will be seen that during the year two hundred and Jorty-four
sections were provided with the ordinary appliances necessary for the,educa-
tion of their youth—while the humilating admission is to be made that no
fewer than five sections had no schools of any kind during any portion of the
year. - In explanation' of such circumstances of criminal neglect, it may be
stated that some of the sections without schools have been only recently
established, and-the rate-payers in' one or two cases, at least, have not had
sufficient time to make the customary provision for school support.

In no period of our educational history has their been a arger number of
* teachers and assistants employed than during the past school year:—

Number, Male Teachers, First Class 7 45
e ¢ '~ - Becond Sy o
“ g e Mhid i U e

{0 ot} Malewwmployed.. .. ... .. ... Ll 201
Number Female Teachers, First Class
i i 1 Nedorifliu s dind s e

““ ARG AT VT ST

_‘Total Females employed. , ..

: » Mnleu;‘lndfemnles (all grades)..............
. Number Male Assistants, Third Class
“ TFemale *  First ¢

“ “ 4 “ second (1

aHn % 588

Total nnmhrlA;iiahnts. g R _;5
Total nnmber Assistants and Teachers.. ... .. .. .,287
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“ T The unprecedented commercial depression of the past year, combined with
the general dulness in the agricultural and fishing industries, and the extreme

financial stringency which naturally resulted from glutied markets, and the

absence of publie works in the Province—have all materially contributed to a
partial, but it is to be hoped, only temporary paralysis of the local sinews of
educational support.

The total sectional assessmemts for the payment of teachers’ salaries
for the school year, amounted to only $4,100. Teachers were paid in
addition 87,024, through the Trustees from the County Funds, and $11,057
from the Provincial Treasury, amounting in all to $22,181.

By referring to the abstract of B, Returns it will be observed that Trustees”
peceipts amounted to several thousand dollars in addition to the above-—a sum
which appears to have been for the most part expended in the erection of new
school-houses and also in the repair and enlargement of old ones.

The outlay in keeping in condition and providing a proper supply of Furni-
ture and Apparatus has also been considerable, Trustees and rate-payers are
gradually beginning to understand that imported desks and chairs, owing to
superiority of material and finish prove in time to be sctually cheaper tham
those of ordinary home manufacture. Great care and no inconsiderable cob—
bling are necessary to the bare existence, beyond the second lustrum of school
furniture of the pine and spruce persuasion,—~while the imperted article is
usually re%nrded a8 serviceable for a_generation,

Black Board surface which is amply provided, and which I regard as an in~

dispensable auxiliary agent in communicating instruction—is not so universally
utilized as I would have desired. On some occasions when the teacher is
required to make explanations to his class, on the wall—it is just then unfor-
tunately discovered %ﬁ there is no chalk in the school room. If pressed

closely, the admission/ may come that there has been no chalk for weeks,
months, or ps for'the whole term.

In schools of an mtermediate order, the black-board is used in teaching

such special branches as Geometry and Algebra, but nothing else.
schools marked *superior” in the “Inspection Notes” the agency of
the wall is acknowledged and displayed in every exercise from the lisping child’s
first lesson in alphabetical symbols, to the heavy class recitation in Mathematics
and Natural Phﬁoaophy. :

Ina lxr&number of schools the supply of books is getting tattered and
meagre—a fact not to be surprised at, when for the gst year only forty-one
orders for books were forwarded to the metropolis. Books bought in the local
shops are not included in this number. :

am delighted to find that & new Series of school-books has been
adopted by the Council of Public Instruction. Much taste and sound judgment
haye evidently been exercised in the compilation of a series distinguished for
copious illustration and & hn;;‘py choice of interesting reading matter. In this
series, .from the domains of literature, history and science have gems been
culled which should collectively find . lasting ‘place if our Provincial school
system,
! Campbell’s emaller « History of Nova Scotia” is rapidly rising in the esti-
* mation of teachers and trustees. . 1t has completely superseded the imperfact
sketches of years gone by. ; ‘ Ll

" Income and ilme—il“mm all lounm ﬁmd- to the smount of $18000

"have passed inte the hands of the Trustees, while the annual diture was~

a shade over $17000—leaving » balance in hand of about $1000 to meet claims
against sections amounting collectively to over $2000. . ;

7
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Passing to the A abstract for the Winter Term, it will be seen that 138
teachers were employeds=
24 first class Males, (
44 second do.  do, ;
87 third do. do
8 first class Females,
10 second do»  do.
15 third do. do.
105 Males of all grades, .
33 Females of all grades,
Three male and six female assistants were also employed

The total time served was 14,054 days, netting a grand total pupils gf
tendance of 303,085 days, and showing s daily average of 2,661 pupils at
school during the term.

The enrolment for this term comprising the names of 4,692 pupils in all,
comprised of, 3085 boys and 1657 girls, The discrepancy in the attendance
of the sexes is attributable ﬁrobably to two causes—(1) to a great extent to
the hyperborean sevetity of the climate, espeGially in sections exposed to the
full swing of the Atlantic winds and drifts, and (2) to a custom largely pre
valent in some country districts~~that of alternating “the attendance of the
sexes with the seasons-mostly girls in summer, and the large majority boys
in winter, when the life supporting industries are not pable of development.

Of the number of children receiving instruetion in the more important
branches-~

4620 pupils were taught English Reading,
8868 . Oral Spelling,
1898 gictntion,

1646 ograph:

8361 - writing, i

8196 Arithmetic,

1960 ¥ English Grammay,

British and British American History ﬁnve been tanght with marked suc-
cess, A good deal of attention has also been. bestowed upon Composition,
Algebra and Geometry.

The abstracts for the summer term do not vary matetially from those for

"the winter. 180 teachers were employed— :
21 Teachers of the Firét Class Males,
3% ¥ “ smnd “
88 v & Thind o« g
5 “ First Class Fomales, ™
11 1] " Second “
18 " . Thh.d B}
06 Males of all grades.
34 Females of rades,
- 10 Assistant Teachers were also employed-—4 males and 6 fomales. -

For this term, the alaries of teackiers were obtained fom the following
BOUrces je X

‘%Alm'm‘nt.u...«--.—vtb--.u.vo-u;-bwu“m
Gountyanl.».»...‘..1...........~.»..... 8513
Government: Granti.. .......o.0in v i 8509
{ ; LA O r——
 The whole: amounting to the sum of. . ..$1148% .

Compaing wit the previos term, the Returns shew a slight reduction in

“.“ to!

timo tanchers were employed, aud aleo in the geand total days made
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pasese . —]

by all the pupils in attendancessthe number for the former being 13,299 days,
and for the latter 275,167 days. §
‘The enrollment of pupils exceeded by several hundreds that of previous

terms,
‘Boys, 2173
Girls, 2776 4
making a total of 4948 pupils in attendanes during the term,
Of the above
: 4509 pupils were learning Eng]iah Reading,
2808 ¢ % Writing,
4437 ¢ % Arithmetie, Vs
2807 pupils received insttuction in Geo%;nphy, and 1645 were ircluded in
the various classes in English Grammar, Writing, preliminary, half text and
fine, was taught to 2898 pupils; and in British American Histm! 268’ names
were enlisted. The Geometry and Algebra classes were attended by over 300
pupils of both gexes. In the more advanced schools Composition and Chemis-
« try, Latin and Practical Mathematics received more or less attention.

At the close of this term 10 teachers finished up their work without a pub=
lic examination, ‘When a school is closed without an' examination’ there is
every reason to believe that ¢ there is some rottenness in the state of Denmark.”

the matter of school visitation, rate-payers and especially trustees are
guilty of the most culpable neglect. When a fhtmer hires & man to dig a ditch
for him, before he parts with his money he inspects the work to see that it is
done according to contract. But when a teacher is engaged to train human
* beings for a hand to hand contest on the crowded arena of life’s battle, when
his time of service is expired, his dues are'paid, and neither trustees or rate-
aners are in a position to say whether the obligations entered into with them
ave been fulfilled. In this practical age when one hundred cents in the dollar
oire invariably' looked for, it may. be hsked if trustees and rate-payers exercise
lain common sense in engaging a teacher and never calling in to see how he
5005 his work, or whether he does it at all or not? To remedy this evil let
legislation step in and compel trustees to visit'schools under their supervision,
under the faznalty of forfeiture of their otherwise legitimate allotments from
the !FUb]ic ds. Ll 7
o' facilitate the introduction of the ¥aw Berles of books into the public
schools of the Province, and thus secure that uniformity which is so essential
to successful gradation and classification, ' I would respectfillly suggest that
the Government should suthorize booksellers to make a deduetion of 83 per
cent, in all orders forwarded by trustees for books of this series. / < .

I am happy to inform you that the Iate smendments to the School Law are
favourably regarded. ; :

One or two additional improvements be mgﬁfed fhn

(1) Teachers should attest to thai:‘.ﬁeturm fore or in presetice of &
School Commissioner. i St or .

Commissioners’ services shonld be

loyed in aided ' 1
both nngnglmtmdunjm, snd would not
* soil where the cry of  Woman's Rights” was ever heard,
(4) Ins reports should guide in the distribution of the Provincial
and County te. It is not in the nature of ! i

to take pride in ing in » profession e o 3
:yndpuni:hll,mnh'w ‘vl:lwthmh,mhuwhﬁ (Qarlyle calls * hide-
bound E-d‘

i of little, 8 peculiarly well develop
I shebole e o0 b ter oot oo deneiced

is
nts,” with
is with no mgrhd,pg-rumﬁties for good or for evil.. And s superior order, -
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amm——

with education, communicative tact, and personal magnetism., How long will
functionaries rendering services so widely different in character receive the
same ‘ recompense of reward” from the Provincig] and County Treasuries ?

At the last semi-annual meetings of School Commissioners for both distriets
of the County, resolutions were! unanimously  adopted authorizing, with the

consent of the Council of Public Instruction, the distribution of the Academy

Grant among four or more superior schools in the, County,—competing schools
to have in addition to general efficiency two peparate departments—the
advanced with a teacher of Grade B., and the primary with one of Grade C.
Facilities for the study of Latin and French are also to be provided,

With this emphatic movement to the front, it is to be hoped the night is
rapidly passing away, and that the day is about.to dawn upon us, when culti-
vated thought will be universally accepted as the true criterion of superiority,

With respect to work performed during’ the year, perhaps: the results of
the last teachers’ annual examinations furnish the most reliable ex onents, At
Margaree Forks 79 applicants appearedand 35 were successful., At Port: Hood

112 candidates applied and 59 succeeded in obtaining' licenses of some grade. .

At this station two applicants for Grade B. made averages of 66 and 73, and

.twaq for'Grade C. 72 and 80. When out of a possible 100, an average of 80 is
made, a very minute acquaintance with the subjects of examination, is mani-
fested. -

Again it is my melancholy duty to record the demibe of three prominent
veterans of the educational staff. i

" Rev. Ronald McGillvary, P. P., Yor yenrs & School Commissioner it the
County of Antigonish, and'in this County since the inception of the existing:
School Act—will long be remembered for his constant and fervid advocacy of
temperance principles, for his zeal in elevating the intellectual and moral tone
of the community, and for the honesty and wisdom of his counsels,

Rev. James Newton, for several years officiated in the two-fold capacity of
preaching and teaching. His talents as a temperance lecturer were of a high
order, and in English %euding his audiences always considered him unrivalled
He was born and educated in England and died at i

nry McKeagney—educated in Quebee, taught school for several years in
the Counties of Cape Breton and Richmond, and Iatterly at Friar's Head in
this County. His success as a teacher was only equalled by his genial disposi-
" tion and unaffected urbanity, ¢ ‘ i

To Commissioners, teachers, and other kind friends “ given to hospitality,”
my most grateful acknowledgments are due. ;

In conclusion, allow me sincerely to thank you for the friendly assistance
and co-operation which I have invariably received from you, not, only during
the past year, but during our entire offi¢ial acquaintance,

Very respectfully yours,

Rzv. A. 8. Huxr, A, M,

Superintengent of Education.
” a :

g

Jxo. Y, Guww,

f
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DIGBY COUNTY.

Joux Aumrose, Inspector.
Sip,— :

In making up my Annual Report I have much pleasure in observing, in
the first place, that but one of the Sections .in this District was the whole year
without & School. You will also notice that the average number of days in’
which the teachers were occupied in their school-work was quite- satisfactory,
The attendance at the schools also shows a satisfactory increase.

But on the other hand it will be noticed that the number of fomale teachers
holding the lower grades of licBnse has also increased, Whilst it is true that
some of these held permissive licenses which they were able-to exchange for .
higher grades at the July examination, and a few othérs were stationary in
this respect, but yet zealous and successful in this work ; several others of
different grades were mnot such persons as the interests of sound education
required. The Returns of some of these will further illustrate this fact.

L fear, however, there is an evil now at work, which—unless promptly
remedied—will soon drive out our best workers, especially among the male
teachers, and replace them with such persons as are willing “to put in- the
time,” as the phrase is, for a meré subsistence.

For some two years the monies which ought to have been promptly paid
from the County Fund have, in many cases, not been forthcoming, rustees,
on sending or presenting their orders to.the County Treasurer, have been

" informed that there were no funds in hand, and they must wait, and some have
been compelled to wait for many months. Trustees were thus unapls to fulfi]
their engagements with teachers, and many teachers, to my own knowledge,
have in consequence suffered very severely. Appeals have been constantly
made to me, as the Inspector, which—to my feep regreb—I found myselt
utterly unable td satisfy. Finding this course ineffectual, both teachers and

i trustees have applied to you. As no amelioration has yet, I believe, been
reached, those appeals are now becoming very importunate. It is very clear
that unless sometgin'g be shortly done to remedy this' great and crvi g evil,

carried into effect. I do sincerely hope the Council of Publie Insﬁuction will
interfere in this matter with & prompt and effectual remedy if such can be
had, * 3 : .

The clause in the School Law which empowers the Board of Commissioners
to enable Trustees to assess Sections where a majority refuse an adequate local
assessment has been of great value here, and—so ar a8 I know— i
applied, Joft no heart-l}umipgu behind, I n.nhclpafbe Mhatie benefit from the

TO assessment of persona over sixty of age, as the previous exemp-
E:np:ﬁhis m&tgi'hrgee]uuof'pmpe‘ rtym ‘s hithi i
. Bections, additi

Tngland) in g L
e ‘ | wmb”h;hhm'gl:nih)tninémdsd Schools and
sufficient accommodation will be the y result,

1 am glad to see the Council of Pu ‘P Tnstruction has suthorized the use .
of & new series of reading books, which are a decided improvement; on ﬂm ‘
10w in use. : : . i
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h
There is still & great want of apparatus in many schools in this District,
which I am trying to have supplied. The excuse of a want of school funds is
urged, and—after all—the prompt payment of the County Fund is the’ great
necessity here just now.
I remain,
Your obedient seryant,

: Joux AmBrost.
Rev, A. 8. Huxr, M. A., :
Superintendent of Education.

L3

RICHMOND COUNTY.

_R. Bexorr, Inspector.

Sin,—

I have the honor to submit, for your information, my Report of the schools
and the condition of education in.this County for the yepr just closed.

Sections.—Two more sections have been added to the number last reported,
by the sub-division, at the May meeting of the Board, of Caribou Cove, No.
13, and Cape La Ronde, No. 10, The one formed by the division of the
Iatter has been called ¢ Poirien Village,” No. 66 ; that by the division of the
former has been, named ** Port Richmond,” No, 65. This sums up the nam-
ber of sections in the County to 66. The new sections, I am pleased to state,
orgsanized in September, and now have schools in operation.

In preparing my Statistical Tables, I thought proper to enter the number
of sections previously reported, viz.: 64; as the new sections could not come
into operation before the present year, and could not therefore be counted as
belonging to the statistics of 1876. .

ere aro yet several sections which it would be advantageous to divide,
and at the next meeting of our' Board L shall have to recommend the
division of I’Ardoise, No. 28, The idea of erecting large sections in compact .
‘settlements is a good one, as graded schools, which have very decided advan-
tages over the miscellaneous, can be thus only established ; but large sections
in miost rursl districts are not desirable, for they ‘cause sefious impediments to
. regular attendance. ' Where such are formed, many children have generally
E sbout two miles te walk to attend school, and the result is, that during the
' 'winter term, and at seasons when roads are in s bad condition, their attend-
ange fs much broken up, if they attend at all. Sar

There wero 16 Sections having no schools during the winter, 7 during the
summer, sud only 8 during any portion of the year. Compared with tho
figures of 1875 they show a satisfactory advance, In 1875 the numbers
were 16, having no school in the winter, 9.in the summer, and 7 during any
portion of the year. g i

Schools.—~We had 58 .schools and departments in operation during the
first term being two more than in the cor Iondin term of 1875, and 67
during the ‘second term, being an increass of - over the number in the summer
of lasf year, éll;l:wﬂpqh@- easure to bay that this

say the s number also gives us 4
iy one term yet.
cademy  the whole year, having 3 depart-
ably conducted by Mr, O, P! Chisholm, the Head Master, who
red himself o faithful and efficient teacher. <_Ir§#ﬂ;m¢~mgmgto- have to :
roport, however, that very few scholars indeed availed themselves of the in-

R - = T O e
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struction imparted by this competent principal. The number of pupils regist-
ored in the ﬁigh 8chool in winter was only 20, making an aggregate of 11,
and the number enrolled in the summer was 12, averaging 7.8. m these
statements it is clear that the Institution is not accomplishing the purpose for
which it was established and is maintained at so great a cost to this Province.
This will be still thore evident when it becomes known that of the compara-
t yvely few pupils that attended it in the course of the year, not one belonged
to other parts of the County, but to the section in which it is located. It
therefore confers no benefit whatever upon the Oounty generally, and it must
be confessed very fow advantages on Xrichut section itself; in fact, the rate-
payers generally do not seem to appreciate the Academy, and the large grants
of which they enjoy all the benefits such as they ‘are. Correttly speaking, it
cannot be called a County Academy since pupils of Arichatsection only receive
instruction in it; and unless more appreciation is shown hereafter of the
favor conferred by the yearly grant made towards its support, the C. P, In-
struction would dyo well to withdraw $600.00, and have if applied to aid sec-

tions throughout the County in furnishing their schools with propet apparatus.
The money expended in this manner would do more for the advancement of
education in this County than it is now doing.

Teachers.—The subjoined ' table will show the number, grade and sex of
teachers employed during the year, placed in comparison with the same for.
187

TR

Grades. _
1876, A|B|C|D|E | Mals |Females.| Both.
Winter Term........ 1112118 15| 12 31 27 | 58

Summer Term.........[ 1[10]19 |21 |16 36 31 67

Total for the year....| 2 {22 )37 |36 |28 67 68 125
Total for the yet\l.r 1875/ 0 121 (3186|831 64 55 119

.2l 1| 6| 0.3 I.3| 3

(-]

The male teachers, as will be seen, have & small prepondsrance over -the
females, and, what is to be mmed, the lower grades n preponderance over.
the higher. ' Of the 10 male‘Grade B teachers ~em‘flayed in-the summer, 3
were over 7 years in the service, 6 over 5 years, and 1 over 8 years’; and of
the 10 female Grade © employed 1 was forthe 2nd term, 3 upwards of 3 years,
and 6 upwards of"l'mngn the:service, - As to qualifications and suosess in
tenchirig, our teachers may be classifid as follows:: 3 superior, 26 good, 20
middling; and 6 very ing It will be perceived, by this' classifieation,
that satis k is dome in'nearly iof

. . The ameunt of salari 'g'dbptelclunb ltrustees -during the year was
$6,985.00, averaging §110.80.per.teacher; the Government Gyant amounted
to $4,600.00, which added to the sum raised by seotions, will make from both

Sources, an average salary, to teachers of all grades, of #186.00. Such s

£
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- Attendance.—Qonsidering the excoss in the number of schools in operation
over the previous year, we find that the number of pupils enrolled and average

attendance have not %roportionally increased, in fact they have not increased at
all, as the annexed ta

le plainly shows.

Number of | Average for | Proportion of
1876 Pupils Time Per Cent. | Population
Registered. | in Session. at School.
Winter.........| 2587 1257.28 5163 | 1in56
Summer., =7...; 2867 _1516.00 | 5287 1in49
Total. ,es0.....| * 5404 2773.28 52.25 1in 5.25
Total for 1875, . 5367 2808.00 52.13 1in 5.2
: Inc. 87  [Dec. 2472 Inc. 6.12

Haying had 6 departments more in operation than in 1875, these figures

would indicate a falling off. But apart from the grand cause of ignorance and
neglect on the part of parents; it must be explained, thaj sickness has, the past
year, considerably injured the attendance which otherwise would, without a
doubt, have been larger than ever before, Diphtheris and other diseases were
prevalent in several sections, and in some to an alarming extent during the most
part of the year, Grand River, L’'Archeveque, and Fourche suffering most
from their eli:ecn. I’ Archeveque school had to, be closed for some time during
the summer on account of sickness. In Grand River several deaths occurred,
and the average made in the school, for the time in session last summer, was
only 16 out of 56 registered. In the same school there were but 5 pupils
present at the time of my visit in October, and Fourche school had but 3
present. You can therefore understand that extraordinary causes contributed
to lessen the attendance very materially. 4 P

School Houses—Grand Anse and West Loch Lomond Stafions erected suit-
able houses the past year and had them sufficiently finished to have school in
them during the summer term ; in Bear Island, Black River and South Moun-
tain buildings are now in course of erection. i :

I regret to report that the school house of Fourche, which was a snitable
and new building, having been erected only a fow years ago, was destroyed by
fire near the close of the term, and painful to say there'is too much reason to
believe that it was the work of an incendiary. It is to be hoped that the trus-
tees will find such evidence as will lead to the discovery and punishment of the
guilty party. ; S

Apparatus.—Our schools are yet insuffi iently supplied with apparatus.
A fow figures will serve to make this evident. +Ehe average No. of square feet of
Black Board: surface per school is 25, which is fair; but the average No. of
Wall Maps is only 2. In our 67 schools there are but 15 Ball Frames, 13
Globes, and 1 Gazetteer, not to mention other important essentials which are
oconapiouous-only by their absence. . i ]

Amendments,—The smendmerits to the school law made during the last
session of the Legulature, will moet with the ugprovnl of all interested in the

 improvement of the system and the progreas of our schools; more especially
that relative to property in the possession of men over sixty years of age ‘was
urgent, 'The evils resulting from the exception of ‘such ﬂrbpavt_y to the ex-
tent of 8500.00 were becoming year after year more . pable and injurious.
- I'would agsin call your. attention to ‘the neoess zrof some change being
made regarding: the time of the summer vacation: as:

|

8 Cape Breton and -
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eastern Nova Scotia are concerned. - If the mafter was left to each Board of
Trustees as formerly, or to the Commissioners, the great inconvenience com-
plained of would be remedied. But if for the sake of uniformity and hygienic
reasons it is thought proper not to make any change, I would beg leave to sug-
gest that the scholastic year be made to commence at the close of the summer
vacation. The proper time, approved by universal practice, for holding the
examination of & school is just before the vacation, a eustom which is now be-
ing observed in several parts of the Province in our Common Schools, It is
awkward it seems to me, besides being opposed to the general interest of our
schools, to have the examination Jjust in the middle of the term.

You will permit me here to ©xpress my entire concurrence in the views put
forth last year in your Report on the much advocated compulsory atténdance
lav. I was some years ago in' favor of such a clause in the Act, bat having
given the subject more thought and acquired more practicable experience in
the working of in schools, my views have undergone a change, and I now’

believe as you that such a stringent enactment, repulsive to many, would
not or could not,be carried out, and would therefore remain a dead letter. Tt~
is all very well to talk about compulsory education, but its advisability and
practicability are other things. The machinery for the enforcement of a law
of that nature would have to. be verysimple indeed, if it did not jar somewhere
and lead to much annoyance and confusion, retarding rather than advancing
the end in view, the progress of pular education. With the undeniably great
progress made by our Free Scioools during the past eleven years before us, 1
think we ought to be well satisfied; and, the past being a guarantee of the
future, we have reason to feel confident of continued success. The law, as it
is, has so far been worked satisfactorily and harmoniously, and it would be
wise, it appears to me, not to introduce any disturbing elements at this &
of our progress and leave well alone, Apart from the trouble it would, in all
probability, engender in its operation ; there are not a fow who believe it is
treading on dangerous ground to advocate that the State shall enforce attend-
ance in schools which are entirely under her control.  In my humble opinion,
if an enactment of that kind were passed, our Btate schools would no more be
free ; ‘for I take it that by free schools is meant not only that they are free or
open to all without distinetion, high or low, rich or poor, white, black or brown;
but that' one is free dlso to send ‘or mot to send his child to them. The
moment there is compulsion in the matter, the liberty of the individual parent
ceases, and what then becomes of one of the great principles of our constitution
~liberty of conscience ?

All which is repectfully submitted,

A. 8. Howry A. M, i fishis |
Superintendent of Education. .

R. Bzxoxr.

—

VICTORIA COUNTY.
g Kanner MoKnnn, Inspoet;or. !
1R, il

- /In endeavoring o present the results of mg a during the past
year; as to the  state of Publio Education in 't is:Oounty, I beg to submit the
following as my third annoal reportiz— o 0 o e
The number: of sekool sestions in- the Gounty of Victoria is now 76, o
Lin addition to ‘that indicated ‘in former: roports,—the boundaries  of whie

1
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were determined at the semi-annual meeting of Commissioners in May, to
take effect at the annual school meeting of ratepayers in September last. It is
designated * Centre Section,” No. 76,

The number of Sections, leaving the one just named out of account
having no school during any portion of the year was 9.

During winter there were in session 59 schoals, giving employment for
some portion of the term to 60 Teachers, and during summer there were 69
and 70 teachers. ‘

There was a decresse in the number of registered pupils last winter, as
compared with that of 1875; but a slight increase 'in the summer term, over
that of the previous summer, still giving a difference in favor of the year
1874-6 of 101 pupils. ‘

The number of children at school for some portion of the year, as given
in the Schaol Return, is 2803, making & proportion of the population, accord-

" ing to the census of 1871, of 1 in 4 at school,

The following tables, with sex and grade, present a view of the number of

Teachers employed during the past two terms :—

Winter TerM.

B.

..................... 6

....................

o

Summer TeeM.

Class. A. B. C. D. E. |Total.
Males .......... (reerneenes 1 4| 9 14 i 81
WOMRlaNS ) o 1 | 10 6 | 89

20 24 6

70

In course of visitation it has been gratifying in general to observe' thai
where the same teacher had been contintied in the school for several terms in

succession & gradual improvement of the pupils in the various branches of :

study was more decidedly noticeable. ;

f the 59 teachers engaged during fhe winter term, 25 had been in the
same section the previous term,—and of the 70 employed during the summer,
33 had been in the same during the winter,

Most of the teachers here are quite young in the service, and were those of
them who are more advanced in’attainments, and who are inclined to follow
the profession for some time, to avail themselves for a term or two of the pro-
fessional skill which the Normal and ‘{Ibﬂil Bohools at Truro can afford; it
would no doubt considerably increase their usefulness. - , 1

20 of those engaged during summer had ‘not been over 8 years in the sor-
‘vice,—and only 2 of st class males, and, ‘the ;same of 1st females had

in the service over 7 years. i P

Tt is s matter of regret that gup&n:nthmut of the l:hd(:} secm‘ still so
irregulsr in their dance, and t| o average of daily at ce i§ 80
;r'gut of proportion with the number registered. - ;




.but one of these succeeded in obtaining the class sought, it would not be a fair

tion were the Government; to provide th:our()mmmionm would ‘receive's
; atitudo’ than any.

hile it might not weigh down t m;ht. ketymight tend to
- T ;s urtesy.
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" Although there can be little doubt that a great deal depends upon the dili-
gence, ability and enthusiasm of the teacher, the wise co-operation and intel-
ligent appreciation of trustees and rate- ayers, who show they really have the
educational interests of their section at eart, and although the average in the
rural sections would, ‘it is believed, be increased were the vacation in summer
given at a time better adapted to their circumstances; yet the conviction seems
more and more to force itself everywhere, that to effect so manifest an jm-
provement in this respect as would be really desirable, a compulsory law, with :
the necessary modifications would require to be enacted’and enforced. o

There were registered in the schools: of this County during winter 2132 <
pupils, and during: summer 2429, giving a proportion at school of 1 in 4.6 of 1
the whole population, and making a grand total days’ attendance by all the
pupils 118,550. The average daily present at school for time in session was
1149,68. But for further minute details I may refer you to the Abstracts of
A and B, which have already been forwarded to your address, :

I may state in general, however; that while their is still wide rdom for im-
provement, on the whole our educational interests in this County are progres- “
sive. The principal number of our teachers appear to be diligent, pains-taking, -
and desirous according: to ability and the means at their disposal to do their ;
duty faithfully, and as the result give general satisfaction, and have no difficulty i
in obtaining situations in sections in which they are well known. It would -
be very gratifying if this could, in truth, be said of them all ; but of the latter
as of the formenf would simply say, By their fruits ye shall know them.”

" During the past year I visited officially 114 schools; 48 the winter term,
and 66 the summer.

‘Owing to the great depth of suow, and the impossibility of. getting a horse
to Ingonish or Cape North, three or four schools had to remain during the
winter term unvisited. Of the four in session at the Cape, however, the Rev.
Mr. Clark kindly visited three, and forwarded me the results in Spring, '

There were in that locality 5 schools in session during the Summer term, all
of which I was enabled personally, although with difficulty to visit in Avgust,
which qceasioned a fatiguing and dangerous drive on horse-back of 96 miles,

With regard to the Baddeck Academy I have little new to report. A large
number of pupils last winter attended the ‘Head Department, and several of
them, upwards of 20, stood the examination of teachers in July, and although

inference that the failure of the others, was in any respect attributable either
to-the quality or mode of instruction imparted in that institution ; but chiefly,
We presume, to the severity of the tests, and strict adherence to rule insisted
on at the examination, :

Of 62 candidates at said examination, only 19 succseded  in obtaining any
class, and 3 the class sought.  One young lady, in 1875, sought and ‘obtained .
grade G, and ab last examination, grade B, = ' Sl

It seems but due here to mention that the School Commissioners of this
District are deserving of’ cordial thanks, which'I would hereby beg to tender
them for their general promptitude in attendance at the semi-anni ‘meetings
of the Board and attention to business submitted for the sideratio

o v
more tangible' expression of gratitude words of ‘mine, ame which, . -
ibigh Jown olighten the besrt’s burden,

hanking you for your unvarted courtes & s R
All of which is res y submitted, MAcKnt ’
Rzv. A, 8, Hown, M. A., . .

Superintendent of Education, ‘
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YARMOUTH Coun TY.

G. J. Farism, Inspector."
Sir,—

The close of another Year brings with it my duty of reporting to you on
the present state of the Schools in the County of Yarmouth, and the progress,
if any, that has been made in education during the year that has passed,

So far as regards the number of schools open, teachers employed, gnd
pupils attending, we have cortainly nothing''to boast of; over the previons
Year,—we have rather lost ground ; but in every other respect we can make a
good record. We have better qualified teachers in the upper grades, the
schools were kept open a longer time than ever before, we have added one new
section to our previous list, we have built or purchased six new 8chool-houges
at an average cost of one thousand dollars each, and ‘our financial conditfon
generally was never go prosperous. - Only five soctions owa more than one
hundred dollars each, The amount assessed from off the sections has exceeded

i 2; the amount expended for school 8es by
85,316 ; and the value of schoo] Property by $8,360. The total value f school
Pproperty in the County is now put down at $91,120, but this'is too low ;
$100,000 would be nearer the mark, This will give' an average of 81,470 for
each of the 68 sections in the County.

In school work I find an improvement, The

weeded out, and those more capable, although not always of a higher grade, gre
filling their places. Still there are a fow who cling to us like burs, and cannot
be shaken off. ~Time, I hope, will gradually work the desired change, The
Registers are more correctly and neatly kept than formerly ; the examinations
more regularly held; greater attention given to black-board work; better
style of writing adopted, and more interest shown ‘in: the" schools by both
teachers and pupils,  All these are changes in the right direction,

From the larger number of schools which have been ¢ ened this winter
term, I look for an accession to the general attendance ; and I bhelieye that. in
school statistics we shall miore than make up the loss of the past year, and
again take our stand as a Progressive County. = The stringency of the times
has had en injurious effect upon us, as upon all commereia] communities,
Only give our 136,000 tons of shipping~ profitable employment, and we shall
in schools, as in other lines of business, rapidly advance,

The late changes in the Aot meet with the approval of all who spesk of
. them. What is now asked foris g compulsory clause; but however much I

believe it to be desirable, I do not see how it

poorer ‘teachers are being

It is very seldom that I hear anythi;ﬁut approval of the general foatures
of the school act; a grumbler is a rare bird ; and as for the open opponent of
the system, the character has sither died out, or like 4 bear has retired to hig
den, there to brood ovep the ruin/of his coutitry” in silence, Twelye years
have worked wonders in public opinion ing educational affijrs,

One of the most Pleasing foatures of the past year is the improv:pmut in

o o M i
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the school rooms. The Commissioners have insisted upon this under penalty .

of the public grants being withheld ; and this decision hag had & most beneficial
effsct. The rooms are puttin

g Oh & new appearance, repairs and improvements
==ar¢ the order of the day, and will be insisted on toa much largeér extent. | The

outside of the buildings, the grounds and all the surroundings will be attended
to during the early spring months ; so that, when you visit us next summer,
we shall be able to show You a class of school buildings, not to be surpassed,
we hope, in the Provinee

The plan I adopted, and to which I slluded in my last Report, . to ensure ‘s
supply of school books ‘and slates in the hands of the smalle i
working well. It consists in forbidding the teacher to enter upon the Register
the name of any child who comes unprovided with a slate, g pencil, and such
resding book as he or she may require on entering the school, During the
summer visitation I found no instance in which this regulation was not carried
out, -~ :

I the last term I did not fail to visit every

¢ases more than once; and the time I devote to each school is seldom less than
half a'day. Besides this, much time is

spent in travelling, the more distant

sections being over 30 miles from home, : :

This is the twelfth Report of the Yarmouth Schools

to render under the present Act ;. and as I have so often

ol the usual subjects brought forward in such documents, [ shall omit them in

the present instance. [ will, therefore, close by expressing my thanks for the

wirtesy I have invariably received ' from you "during the time I have been o
infimately connected with  the public schools of the

school in the county, in several

I have had the honor
and so fully discussed

country under your
superintendence,
I have the honor to be, Sir, o
i a7 Your obedient servant,
y G. J. Fanisu,
Rev, A, 8. Hunr, M, A,

Superintendent of Education,




