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EDUCATION REPORT,

18V0.

Education Department,
Halifax, March, 1876.

■
<

To the Honorable the Provincial Secretary.
Sir,—

His Ho“or the

ssrs§s5sFîes
' SÿSÆTr’*"-"“StiX*

SCHOOL SECTIONS AND SCHOOLS.

JiïZtiïZèS’ Siïï“ •“ “» “ ™ •*»>■

etibMé4e^n^XaMtey7 ^ Md'new

by i/ nB^ ve^dïtble7Vav^r^-a,WT 11” 
as possible, but wL a mere hX&ÏÆ oÏÏZ!Tt? n6er

SS.t* T,U q«JUW kri.r. A S;
distant.

can com- 
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This division, thougTin SXS^SSSSt



viii EDUCATION'—SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT.

theless, on the whole, an indication of a commendable ambition to 
bring the school so near the pupils, that every child may enjoy to 
the fullest extent, the advantages so wisely provided. Commissioners 
and Inspectors will find it a most important part of their duty to 
watch this branch of our School work, arid to check a tendency to a 
division of Sections when in their judgment it must result in harm.

Last year 183 sections were reported as having no school any part 
of the year. The number of such sections has from year to year, 
been gradually diminishing ; in 1872 it was 250, in 1873 it was udu- 
ced to 208, in 1874 it was .210, and in 1875 we had but 183 . sections 
without schools. We earnestly hoped the regular decrease would be 
uninterrupted till the smallest possible number was reached. Our 
hopes for the past year have not been realized, as in 1876 there were 
186 sections without school. Casting the eye along Table I it will be 
observed that for the entire year there ivas an increase of school, 14 
and 11, being ^he numbers given for the winter and summer terms 
respectively, in advance of 1875, leaving us to draw the inferences 
that while some few sections were injudiciously divided, the result, on 
the whole, gave an increase to the number of schools in operation for 
the year. It must also be remembered that these 186 sections are for 
the most part in localities where as yet, the influence of a growing 
public sentiment in behalf of education, is but feebly felt. To induce 
parents whose homes are isolated and who are themselves- uninstruct­
ed to make an effort for their childreti, is a work of time, requiring 
continued and patient effort, but while this holds good, a sa rule it has, 
we are glad to say, many praiseworthy and laudable exceptions. '(

For 1876, there were 1594 schools during the winter term, and for 
the summer 1*44, being, as stated above, an increase of 14 and 11 
respectively. In these schools, 1740 and 1881 teachers were employed, 
being an increase of 33 for the winter term and 38 -for the summer 
term. For 1875 the inciease in the nuihber of teachers employed was 
unusually large, and not to be seasonably expected for 1876, in view 
of the many things operating during that year to retard the school 
wprk, Business of all kinds was exceedingly low, particularly in 
mining localities, and not a few sections failed to induce the rate­
payers to impose the required sectional tax, but it is nevertheless 
encouraging to see that, in the face of retarding causes, the interest of 
public instruction has been steadily advancing.

The work of these 1594 schools is extending over the entire Prov­
ince in such a way that all classes are participating in the blessing 
inseparable from our school system, and the eighty thousand children 
now at school will ere long go to the duties of life carrying with them 
a better fitness for their several stations, from having enjoyed the 
blessing of a Nova Scotia common school éducation.’

The number of schools providing instruction in some of the higher 
studies continues to enlarge. A'very few years ag&ypmmon*school 
instruction was almost entirely restricted to elementary branches, and

™ the larger part did little more than supply thy mere elements 
ot the most ordinary education. At the present time it is not uncom­
mon, even in some of our ordinary sections, to have teachers giving 
instruction in advanced arithmetic, and in various, branches of mathe-
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maties, and, in not a few sections, instruction in the classics arc 
■' studenTs firrf= “ ‘e8Ult °f emPloying as teachers College

emfiioyfflent^srteacheiJ°M'dSwhMiesorenoagedSprefeif8teach‘ra^^d8e^£
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especially for the summer term. Persons LouafoS “Sj? teMhers- 
practice in couptry places will readily understand this ? * gTral
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EDUCATION—SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. xi

No. of Pupil* 
registered in 

Winter.

...45131 

...61818 

...65083 

...72*56 

...74321 

..74759 
.70780 

..70329 

...72645
1875 .................. 76349

77593

No. of Pn; 
roistered 

Summer.
No. Différé 

Pnpile regietei 
during

Tears./ '
g the year.

71059
83048
88707
93732
94496
92858
91637
93759
93510
94029
94162

1866 56017
70075
72141
75523
76237
77235
76496
78266
79910
81878
82034

1867 . ..
1868
1869
1870
1871.
1872
1873..
18748 f

1876

The ab°ve statement should awaken considerable interest, as it is 
an exhibition of certain results of our school operation for a consider- 1 
able period of time. In the above we observe the summer attendance 

- growing from 45,000 to 77,000, and from 56,000 to 82,000 for the other 
school term ; we may accept the above as an assurance, that moneys 
have not in vain been devoted to this department of the pu'b- 
lie service, and that the anticipations of the foundeis and early advo­
cates of our system are being realized. As the eye glances over these 
numbers, and as the mind takes in their meaning, we cannot fail in 
being impressed with the magnitude of the work thus outlined. What 
niatenal has been provided by our schools for building up the best : 
interest of our country ! How many of those who make up these 
thousands have entered upon, and are now pursuing useful and honor- ? 
able lives, and, profiting by the instruction received, are, in all the 
active pursuits of industrious life, adding to the intelligence and wealth / 
of the Province. In this way they are repaying in tenfold measures ' 
the expenditure, by which they were fitted for their several business 4 
positions, for their social and political relationship, which, with- 
out the influence of free public schools, could never have been 

* anticipated.
The increased attendance of 1876 over the former year was not 

large, but m consideration of various hindrances, such as depression 
Î? buwne8!> Particularly in mining localities, and in several districts 
the prevalence of contagious diseases: it affords great reason for 
gratitude that the number attending during the year was in advance 
of a! former years. We are gratified in being so often assured that 
the clause in the law making it imperative on sections having a certain 
amount of taxable property and a certain number of children of a 
suitable age, to have a school at least one term in the year. This 

' ®,™end™ent of the law was regarded bv many as looking to a more 
extended compulsory enactment, at no distant time. This may yet be 
t ie case, but the compulsory clause now adverted to was not so
oroJte™ (Î! rath?r’ aa.,emb°dymg as for as practicable in this 
province, the compulsory idea. The measure is working well and a 
number of sections exceedingly tardy in their movements heretofore 
_ k;w! induced to do willingly what without it they
would not do at all. Several of our Inspectors, as will be seen from

T
M.f,

’ )

are
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eviLT3ati it a, ft nf e *>e passing of a =omp«lsoiy law, ana 
' WeZ ll * panacea for many evils felt in our school sys-

riththem reSpec.t for the 0P>nion of these gentlemen ^to
them on this veiy important matter Because J itTiT

sreyXee£uSdthitttt,d 8tUd?di- froma11 8ides^nd having 
such a me JureP a law d wei ^ “ft8 -vet PreP"ed to make

« s
on this sublet that fff T?? need? a more careful education
the measure Wore L I • l,nde stand what is implied in
especially parents in poor and remotT^ r° f°T rate"Payera, and 
mmU-i 1 i P?°,r *nd remote sections to act so decided! v-h^tLthÜ tdntdonerat8t7g
opinion of an intelligent ,1(™pe atf°]na,8f‘nctlonc(l by the favorable 
beneficial results have fod’ h but few exceptions, almost no
mZtim,0*Ut!irik°l‘ 60 their ProPer issues the measures we have 

H.l.îrïd lke *? 8ee a truant law for the City of Halifax a« ir,
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BOOKS.
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readers will be found ^?ng which three new sets ofi^torurged the desfmNen!"^ T “ nUmber of tea=hem and
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EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS.V.

£Hs^*iwsssa±a:sa
4*g”îv46tE"g^v8T“’G”^=^

ajarawssiï?- - >£■ ?>-
MaLtv WomÛom h1 -he FaCulty °f Arts of any University in Her
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privilege . .
Instruction > T* °f.Chetter «* °f *» Revised Statutes, « Of Public 
the Council of P^u^°t m ara.ent^ment thereof, or of any regulation of ' 1
repealed.”0 °' PuU,C InBtrUCtion’ “ » consistent wlth fhis Act n, 1
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1

ipfprllifof the 722 for grade C, 276 succeeded, and of the. 692 for D, 299 were 
rewarded with the grade applied for; of the $18 who received grade E 
very few of the number were applicants for the class they obtained, x 
most of the successful candidates for E were females who applied for 
O or a D, and failing to make the required average were awarded an E. 
Objections are made to teachers holding grade E, as having a stand too 
ow for the present state of our schools, and it is frequently suggested ii! rem°7d a,t.°8etherfrom the list of licensed teachers. There 

would be more force in all this objection if the holders of grade E had 
been examined for that class and had made no effort for one higher.
This, however, is not the case ; probably one-half of all our E teachers 
were examined for a C but failing in some branch essential to that class, 
come down to an E. - Such teachers are quite competent to take charm 
of a large number of our schools, and who, when employed, make -ex­
cellent instructors. «teachers of this grade moreover are disposed to 
accept schools m poor and remote sections, as there they can command 
time and quietness for reviewing ahd preparation for another and more s 
successful examination. In this way many a poor and remote section gets 
a tocher really capable of taking the pupils of a much higher school 
, We .T* a httJ® change may advantageously be made in the- syllabus 

of examination. On some subjects the exercise may be a little more ex- ' 
tended, on others made somewhat more concise. The time however for 
making a change is not the middle of the year, as in most cases the entire 
years study is arranged for during the autumn preceding the July ex- 
amuiation: 8113 aTIwa7s ac,cord!n8 to the syllabus as printed in the Manual 
ot Education. Justice therefore requires that any change deemed 
sary should be made very soon after the annual examination.

An examination of table XXI, exhibiting as it does such a large per­
centage of failure, will; we think, convince the careful inquirer that the 
questions upon which the candidates are tested are by no means too low, 
and when it is observed that a very large part of the whole get their li­
cense on an average that barely entitles them to the class awarded : when 
this is known it must be acknowledged at once, that any considerable in­
crease in the severity of the questions would result in the defeat of almost 
au who apply, and that, as a consequence, our school trustees would ex- 
penence difficulty m _ providing 1st class teachers We are persuaded 
unit, as yet, the questions are sufficiently severe for the general class of 
candidates who compete for licenses to teach.

HALIFAX CITY SCHOOLS.

. P® Pltf ?fHaIifax “ ““Gaining 95 free public schools, under the 
M/aCMRQ0f mu t^chere.’ ®09tl7 of the 1st class, and at an expense of 
#84,488,63. The Commissioner's Report, as printed in the Appendix, 
exhibits in detail, the progress of these schools for the year. From this
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pMSstsischildren, many 'of whom, wep it not fpr tljp free éducation provided, 
would certainly grow to mature year» uninstructed, and unsuited ’to 
exercise the functions or to eiljoy the privileges and blessings of good 
citizens. Improvements in many public institutions do not appear with 
each Wutive ^ „ be appreciated, are to be contemplated in , 1
periods of years. Ibis is emphatically the case with the schools of this 
city. A few years ago ? distinguished clergyman in a public meet- 
ng, m animadverting upon the schools, ^considered it a- reproach 

a among them all theie was not one teacher holding a license of grade 
lhf ‘hough a severe one, was wisely and timely cast, '

and no doubt had a tendency to turn in a right direction the public sen-' 
timent. We have at the present time four suçh teachers, all of whom 
are men capable of giving^clat to, any. high school or academy over 
which they might preside. All the other teachers, with a veryfew excep­
tions, hold gradgs B and C, many of whom have been in the service of 
the Commissioners for a number of years, and are therefore persons of 
known and tried worth. We,trust the Wisdom of employing teachers of 
acknowledged ability will continue to be felt, and that considerations of 
cheapness will not be permitted to induce a departure from 
doubtedly for the interest of the city. »

The tables of attendance for 1876 showed a slight, decrease ; various 
causes known in the city produced this, but for 1876 wd are happy to
WaQeiarn *? th^ul8rACreaM- For the winter term of 1876 we 
have 4^agamrt 470*, of the, same term of 1876, and for the sum- 
mer tenu we have 6288 against 6136 of the former year. We have 
therefore an enlarged attendance 313 and loS for the past year. We

untiring activity and zeal cf the Commissioners, as well as to the 
slant labor and oversight of the City Supervisor.
" With improvement in the faithfulness and ability of teachers, comes
manifes8tPth'dmg in ll)e instruction, given. The city schools
manifest thw, as at the present time several are providing instructions in 
the classics and other advanced branches of learning From the city 
tables we learn,that 97 pupils are studying Latin, IS are at Greek, while
of maXaii-r 400 tuitio.n m the more advanced branches
f mathematical studies. We have again to report that no provision 1 

whoever is made for instruction in the natural sciences, nor does the 
If7l,?re88ar? e.Dd lmp°T?nt Brt of ‘■«wing receive favor at the hands
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iWuction W tn,PHVinCial MuwT' #nd can avail themselve.

Won W Wh e ‘he adTente8fe resulting would be limch appreciated, and‘ 
ould also give to our school work an aspect of increased value.

turedTr* ^.ti“faction *° Lknfw that arrangements are being ma-

U.
demanded link between our common «boob and the college 

it must be hoped that the provisions made for the school will

-'■aSK&Lwris: tsatis
.s therefore the more gratifying to know that now are seem to ha “ the 
assurance of success. We cannot foil to express the hope that such 

W‘ - b® made,for iu •'«tentation as will enable the ComT- 
Pro“°nce P ““ 8ni0ng ,h* mMt influential and useful schools of our

Hn™rr' Sur:i80r- a°,d "“V of the Mrif* have called atten- 
haveCr0W,d!d “ate, of «everal of the schools, and the Commissioner, 
thnnWM U[gCd pr0Vldc enlarSed accommodation, but as yet, in one 
ofh«nd n y heve a., ran6emc1nt, lbccn made to remedy the evil complained 

’ a! ,prln8 '* at hand, when a larger number of small children »

whom schools should be sustained. To some extent means for educa­
tion are provided, but in such a way as to lose much of their value, It 
is true that Dr. Curren ha. brought hb energies to beLon thbZtJr, 
and some improvements have been effected, and more may be expected

iWA-asris fet“z
present taught in the basement of ' the Church « an utter failure, and 
the money expended to sustain it an unjustifiable waste of public 
funds. It is to be hoped the Commissioners will take this subject into 
an early consideration and deal with it in their accustomed wisdom. Our 
colored population have the same claim for education as have other citi­
zens, and the fact that popular sentiment, and it may be, prejudice pre-

of the 
teach 
were 

on the atten-

we are assured that t
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EDUCATION'---- SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. xvii

rent their attendance at schools where white children are taught offers 
even a stroW reason why they should be oared for in this respect, and 
not suffered lo grow up without instruction.

While directing attention to the schools of the city, we wish to pre­
sent just one additional observation. Evidently there must be in this 
city a large number of children who either do not go to school at all 
or if they do, their attendance is so irregular that the instruction received 
is ot little worth. In the report of last year we suggested the desirable- 

- truant law, and observed that the Superintendent of New York 
reported favorably as to its results. During '

additional inquiry, and have gathered information_____  _____
such Y law for this city, and ' from the information gathered we have 
reasons for believing that were such a law adapted to the state of things 
in Halifax and wisely administered, it would bring many a boy, who 
now forms habits of vagrancy, and falls into crime, under a training which, 
in all probability would make him a useful citizen and a virtuous man. 
Vv e trust one day to see the measure tried.

NORMAL SCHOOL.

/
ness of a truant law, and observed that the Superintendent of New York 

fa.vorab,y ?» to its results. During the year we have made
on the practicability of

1

0 This most valuable institution continues to claim from the supporters 
ot our educational system an increasing appreciation of its well earned 
merits. The annual tables exhibit with each year a gradual and 
encouraging growth; the attendance steadily enlarges, and other 
indications of prosperity continually appear. The table for 1876 shows
the institut? °ne °f m°8t 8UCCessful in the history of

It is encouraging to know that the long felt necessity for a more capa­
cious and improved edifice has led to arrangements for a new building, 
the old house, which has done good service in years past, has been 
moved from its site to a vacancy in the rear, where it will be used till thé 
new one is completed. The foundation of the new house was laid last 
autumn and a year from September next a house adapted to the re- 
q“U*S of the Province will be ready for occupation. The Council 
ot Public Instruction cannot fail to see that the large attendance noticeable 
lrom year to year, if it continues, and no doubt it will, must demand not 
otdvthe larger edifice, but more teachers, suitable apparatus, a larger 
irW&ry, and other appliances for higher and otherwise advanced work, 

e improved accommodation in connection with an enlarged edifice may
0 ,-ir!8alded but as.a 8tep, t0"ards makin8 attendances! the institution essen- 

îal to the possession of a first class license, except it may be to college 
graduates : and it will not be deemed unreasonable, after having erected 
expensive buildings, and spending annually large sums for their support, 
hat a strong pressure be brought to bear to induce all who expect to 
£•/“* P0811!0”8 Çfst class teachers, to attend the Norms!

’ r.d,t0 hod d,pl°me, " a certificate of fitness for their 
duties. At the present time the school is filled to its entire capacity, and 
the teachers have-more work than should be expected from my three 
men, however active and efficient they may be. This suggestion as to

! t
«
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welj to foreshad" aZred^wiîve^ltn WoÏeTpressh^U"

salaries, and on the whole are e t” parents’ m 8enei'sl receive higher
âuence most valuabk A :L?r g UP°“ °Ur <~n schools in
pupils are femlîes h mi u l ^jercen^ge of the Normal Schoolri”,;™, ■“ »*to a condition of things observable in aim t 8 <18 W1 be an exception

5 SÎ
Sr ; s
understood that His LnrdsMw . a^oie Newcomb of Cornwallis. It is 
year to the successful: candidate •C°ntmue t0 ,°?Çr these medals each 
interest of His tordship is eratef.dk ,* COmpft'tlVc examination. The 
stimulate an ambition to exfel and ^,app^ec‘ated’ as 11 Wl11 do much to 
the institution. The mode1 slhooTki„7 f,°d bey°nd the limits of 
most valuable facilities in the professionalkrint^T/pupü’teacÎeÏ"'18

cessity. 
I am
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’ COUNTY ACADEMIES.
exIfcveryKle ohZ^ pre8eat> w,th -re

nal intention of having an Academv^nTT p8 7 evldtnt that the ori8‘-
in theory, was certain^ “ofSKt^g°°d
the present time manv of v, n mterest °‘ education, as up to
Schools, for the sections Where tated^Verv 7 ^ ™gh
no doubt be raised .,ocated- /ery strong objections would
sections, having even their limited h”7e°/ tbem,’ and thus leaving the 
other localities8 The objection 4 77 ^ advanced education in
most all ,he 2ademies the a!tendat'Jef *° b° 1?ca1’ as ™ «1- 
small, parents preferrimr to send it, ■! ^°m t^e county w exceedingly

r”=: *'

study ofPthe higle bmnche, wP7fi d I* “I- f former Ie™ h the
were lnatructe^ha latin,^Tir^keek* ant?lOi*t^^d 88
department of the Natural Sciences,’ lil 2e £
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struction. Drawing, we find, receives but little attention ; we regret 
this, inasmuch aa instruction in the elementary branches of this very ad­
vantageous and pleasing art, is easily obtained ; there being numbers of 
female teachers quite competent for such work, and generally glad to un­
dertake it. Were such females employed, they would impart most effi- 
cientlyb such fundamental knowledge as woiiW. be a step to ^ higher 
effort. We would repeat what has so often been pressed*and ur 
the trustees of Academies and higher schools, to induce them lb make 
some provision for the teaching this art. As far as we know, no ade­
quate instruction in drawing is provided for in any of Su» Public Schools.

In the «report for 1875 we invited particular notice to a necessity 
which we think exists for a Special Academy in C. B., and suggested 
that one be erected in the Town of Sydney. We give below the views 
of the Rev. Mr. Christie, the very excellent and successful principal of 
the Sydney Academy, and beg to say that we fully concur in the view 
expressed by Mr. Christiq, and cannot but indulge the hope that the 
Commissioners of the county will take some initiatory step to secure a 
realization of the plan suggested. With well equipped and liberally 
sustained Academies at Yarmouth, Pictou and Sydney, and at some 
central point on the South Shore as Lunenburg or Liverpool, the 
provisions for Academic Education would be sufficient to meet the general 
wants of the Province for. some years to come. Mr. Christie writes as 
follows :

pon

N

'

“ The demand for higher education seems to be largely on the increase 
all over this Island. ■ To meet this the county academies, it seems to 
me, are totally inadequate, there being a large number of rural Sections, 
in fact, I may say nine-tenth of the whole, without teachers competent 
to give the training necessary to qualify the pupil for admission to the 
Academy. The consequence of this is, that although the county 
Academy is ostensibly for the benefit of the whole county, practically 
it is closed against nine-tenths of the pupils from country Sections. For 
this difficulty so severely felt, I can see no other remedy than that of 
erecting the county Academy into a Special Academy with preparatory 1
departments, on the plan of Pictou and Yarmouth. We have applica­
tions from all parts of C. B. but unfortunately the applicants have to be 1
rejected, and hence must seek elsewhere what we fail in providing. Let |
us have a special Academy in Sydney, then ; with Yarmouth in the west, I 
Pictou in the centre, and Sydney in the east, the chain will be complete.
I have consulted the Hon. Mr. White, who favors the plan, and will give 
it his support. Petitions are also in course of signature from the Com­
missioners of Schools, the Grand Jury, and from the Court of Quarter 
Sessions, which we trust will secure for Cape Breton the boon e» much 
•needed and so earnestly sought for.”

SPECIAL ACADEMIES!

The number of Special Academies drawing Provincial Aid has been 
reduced. Since May last the grants to the Horton Collegiate School 
and the Sackville Academies have, by an Act of the Legislature, >»mi
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transferred to the Colleges with which these institutions are connected.
At the present time, and since May last, the following are the Academies 
and Schools in receipt of special Government grants : Yarmouth Semi- 1
ZTî, P‘n ° r Ac!d£my’,the ?al!fax Grammar School, and the Institution 
for the Deaf and Dumb. As the Academic Institutions of Kings, Sack- 
viile, and Acadia are doing a most valuable part of our educational 
work, we shall endeavor to obtain, as far as possible, the usual returns 
as heretofore, so as to present more perfectly the progress of 
lions in connection with higher education.

According toTable XVIII. there were 656 pupils attending these several 
institutions during the year, but this number includes 88 at the Institu­
tion for the Deaf and Dumb. Of these 656 pupils, 354 received in­
structions m Latin, 145 in Greek, 168 in Modern Languages, and 180 
in the Natural Sciences. The total income of these institutions was as 
fl78«A7nT n" contribution, .$87238 ; from rents and invested 
funds, Government Grant, $6400 ; total, $48340. Being an
increase of $2759 over the preceding year. We are gratified to mark 
the yearly sucess of these Academies, and to report, that evidently in the 
healthful influence so constantly and judiciously exerted, they are 

more and more valuable in the education of the 
co"nlry- are almost the only feeders we have for our Colleges
and therefore stand m intimate relation to college work, and hence by 
no means should be left without a most ample maintenance. Pictou and 
Yarmouth, from their location, have strong claims*for a generous sup­
port. Situate at the almost extreme end of the Province, and in popu­
lous counties their efficiency cannot fail to exercise a most beneficial in­
fluence. Pictou Academy has in years past strongly stimulated in that 
fine county, an ambition for education, and no doubt the encouraging 
state of the Public Schoois may be traced to the zeal and noble efforts 
of the friends of the old Academy. A similar institution in Sydney, '
C. B., would evidently be a most valuable addition to our educational 
macnmery.

our opera-

-

making themselves

v
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C OLLEGES.

By the legislation of last year the position of the six colleges of Nova 
Scotia was seriously affected. The establishment of the Hali&x Univer­
sity and the enlargement of the grant to each college are facts well 
known, but it may not be generally understood that the grants to the 
collegiate schools have ceased. We have stated elsewhere that the 
Horton and Sackville Academies are not now in the» receipt of any 
aid from the Provincial Treasury; nor is there any grant for a colle­
giate school m Windsor. The changes here adverted to have not, nor 
will they, in any way affect the Operation of the colleges, but rather, 
it “ hoped, stimulate them to renewed efforts in the prosecution of their 
work. The wisdom of the act for establishing the Halifax University 
remams to to seen, but its advocates are sanguine, and from the vigorous 
efforts already put forth by its friends, success seems certain. There are 
encouraging reasons for hoping that very soon all the colleges will adjust

/
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themselves to the order of things, and college work proceed with its 
accustomed success. In the six colleges SO professors were engaged 

- IK1"8 thf ye?r’nglV!n8 instruction to 211 regularly matriculated 
dents, and to 129 taking partial courses. The above figures indicate a 
growth, as compared with 1875, and are most gratifying assurances that 
the people of, Nova Scotia are not indifferent to this branch of our edu­
cational enterprise.

At the close of the recent collegiate year 23 students, having finished 
their prescnbed term, received their first degree, while a very much 
pT.rvfv™, successful in their matriculation examination.

table. X,IX,we |earn that these six colleges own property in real 
estate and in funds otherwise invested to the amount of $364,755.57 : 
but it wHl be noticed that this sum is somewhat below the figures given 
ÎS, .tariff lest year. Ihe reports do not explain the diminution.
ImstTm6 &°u u T"68 Was *34>9?l-28, and their total expenditure 
334,374.99; probably less was spent during the year on construction, 
hence the smaller expenditure as compared with 1875. The government

Su 88 n°w Paid 5s SI 3,200. The supporters and 
of the colleges, as they contemplate their success, have no reason 

for discouragement or hesitation in offering them a liberal support, their 
history, extending over so many years, in one instance almost a century,
!LYe7r,d of ed“Patlon^ Progress in the country land of influences 
most salutary. Those who have been active in fostering and promoting
*b®f £ountry]|9 educat,on were mostly college men : trained and strength^ 
ened by a college course and therefore better understood the character
crie'dYtcœÏMTeS^11’ ** ““f'8 wbmbT “ could >*

new

stu-

EXPENDITURE.

Llsfii6Qn7 the. year‘ lbe whole, amount expended by Trustees was 
a ^i: °7;an,InCreaae of $18092.21 for the year. The sum assessed
$14078 80 fm th* VOte °fT^'l7arS Was *29*<155M. an increase of 
frnm lrt, f ^ lhs «"2.155.23 with $158468.74 derived 
from other sources, gives a total as stated above of $445619.07.
• t07 “Penditure in 1876 for all common school purposes,

C tTG0“VGrant' County Fund- and Section Tax, amoved 

*24977 mW T ab°Ve 6tated’,t.° «619015.62, and is an excess ofea7hnuDil«6 57efoTTer year’ makl?8tbe a™aBe 009t of instruction for 
each pupd $657. The sum expended for all educational 
the year was $717374.68.

' *

purposes for/

I GENERAL REMARKS. 
It will be observed that yearly the sum expended on Common School*

■
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enlarges, andgreater Is h h av«ra8eJC09t of educating each pupil is
msnÜL » u • h . be exPecte(1> and ever desired ? The frugality of 
management being the same, does it not indicate a desirable growth in
o7lowh°iTf0nS? A few years,ago, when a much larged numb r 
of low grade teachers were, employed, and when, very generally, the

reuuired nm m Tlr aPPhances, as a matter of course, all the
certa nlÎ coni n'? {°\}m\oa wLere Proportionately low. Our Schools 
not to ad™ J , COntmue ;lt that low level, as always dn such cases,
work of nubhVin t rei-°gL • Pt'ic 8entiment «aid onward, let the 
work ot public instruction Advance, let the efficiency of the Schools be
p3i?nced’ ThTsInï-10n J pr0TÎded- jf P08sible* for every child in the 
evervTntelliLnt !! ? i™ 8 pubho eviction participated in by
progress of knolri ",hpploves hl? =°nntry, and feels an interest in the

Sr srzrrf r
Aose necessities of the country which are daily being developed there

^:{c=tr^hxA means’ftom s°“e SS/to iCwith each sten in Structl0'1, ,M?re money must and will be required 
3endhnr» fn 7 ''“T^1 e.ducatl°nal career. With this view of 
Sent who w-ir0nuCh°u0ls’ it1wil‘ 1,6 asked’ and the question is 
to look for abl in Pr°Vlde ‘5e enlarSed -"«ans ? Where are the peSple 
One of two an. °Ur °nWard maLrch o{ P°Pular and free education?

t will scarcely be expected, nor wilKthe people be willing to sanction 
an increased grant when it must necessarily retard such public works as

ihrri3;*r.^ri:^dTZd.'tr„tx,s

ri K zrz îZt,in!8”8 hm^enaome» and while the Government grant has been lLgely

snfflfiBrsriîîfiï&sî^Bïcounty fund assessment has continued a, at the beginning® '
tb?I*i0pIe are any direct way to meet the growing demand for 

T,”71 moneys, it seems reasonable that the county tax should bear 
a little advance. Were the sum fixed at forty centsVsmall focreaseb

schools

lS l
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view of the necessity of the case, and of the increasing business of the

In view of necessities soon to be felt, and which must be provided 
tor we offer the above suggestion, trusting it may receive that careful 
and matured thought, especially demanded by all measures involving 
any enlargement of the public taxes. " 8

Very prominent in our educational enterprise stands the Provincial 
Normal School. At present we must regard it not as it now is, but as 
t will be a few months hence. As stated in the section on that Institu- 

lar?e.edlfice 18 being erected, and will be occupied in November, 
18,8 or, it is hoped, before that date. In view of this, we must bear in 
mind that a large and well arranged building does not merely mean 
that a larger number of pupils will be present to profit by the instruc­
tions, but that more instructors will be required, that these must be 
abreast of the educational movements of the day, being themselves 
model teachers, and the teachers of teachers.-* What, it mar be inquired 
will be the aspect of the new and capacious building without correspon­
ding internal and external arrangements ? All the required equipments 
demand most decidedly more money, and as the support of the Institu­
tion must be borne by the Government, more money means a larger 

emand on the revenue. The funds, however, devoted to the mainten­
ance of the school are, as directly as possible, available as means of pro­
gress to our entire school question. Even now, there are few school 
sections that are not, in some way, influenced by the Institution in

■ a i°’ “-U c1S mflu,ence> alwaya valuable, will be enlarged and inten­
sified with the yearly growth of the school.

ihe necessity for the outlay of money on a large building, and for
the appropriation of larger means in its maintenance, is an encouraging
evidence that the country is realizing the advantage of having 
teachers trained in the practice of their rofession, and that to a certain 
extent this question is settled. Assuming, therefore, that trained in- 
structors are indispensable, the question that follows is how to secure
T™' , fhls,1S a Praf‘cal. Vlew of ‘he matter; how shall we get this 
vlass of teachers, and having obtained them, how shall we best secure 
their continuance in their calling. When the new building is comple- 
Wro atUS pr?vlded- *nd an adequate staff of teachers, we shall 

• TJ! ThaV8 r.?rred m the Present stage of our work, but at some 
early day it will be necessary to modify, to some extent, the regulations 
relating to the entrance and continuance of public teachers at the school 

' successful institution, repaying the province for the money ex­
pended in its maintenance, not only must a large building capable of 
accommodatmg some hundreds of pupils be erected, teachers employed, 
the best methods of instruction provided, and the teaching iu all respects 
brought up to the demands of the time, but a higher standard of admis­
sion will be necessary. For years past a very considerable proportion of 
the pupils, from deficiency in elementary education, receive comparatively
whit «h^ÎT ln,Profe8Slonal work> h»ving to devote so muchtime to 
what should have been acquired before going to the Institution. The

M'
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I

ExËBBF-M5-- ».
LmT^XS-o ^ -VtLtrJTf

tr S£be femMiar With «* ^ ÏÏÏitÜ ”aS5
to train them to brgoo/pLttL^instruct^ elUCati°n of teacbers, but 
discharge, with credit to theTr co„nLv ^ " that ^ the bett«' 
dertake This essential feature in du,tie8, they ll“-
be overlooked, as otherwise a 1™, „ 1 School work should
struction, amply provided for in anoMieïT* be incarred for in- 
It should be distinctly understood that a £f, OU,r 8cb°o1 systeni.
in professional work, and notTr ,el. ' ^lma‘ Seh°°l » for training

one can Jeth/di^XX^th Any
places our schools, in the lack of skill an • llmited period of service 
application, and in the want of that quire^ only by a continued
can be prodded. WeTruL Li Hav‘,enen.Ce>r Which "° substitu^
teachers will be either Normal School Dundf/’r'n Wh<m 811 first-cla(*8 
m their several College courses shall^nfv •* ^ ®&e students, who 
teaching a specialty I„ tLff ,/ ™ake. wstruction in the art oforwZ™ŒXïïwt^^^^KeUeT the ™Perior

to be the very man the country requires^’ ^ “ ** end Pr°fe bimself

Ji,,„XXS:±X)

appropriate

not

!

present 
work is not

i.1

the following sensible re-j:

keen tboughl'^rZ in aifXntriMfo5“^. In* never

provision is made in universities and nnll»» f ana*°my and therapeutics • 
this kind, and even for those prelections on tLaT profa8810nal instruction of 
are presumably necessary for the stilled miettl°8ypan( pa,t0ral work which 
special aid of one who is to devote him^]ft<7tlurr>iW' re!'®10a" > for the 
no provision whatever has vet been fZi,h.a p profees,on of school-keeping, 
among scholars a vague imprestion th»?I!« f ■bf .the "^sities. There is

all experience proves that the possession of knnwl b® compIete- Yet
ever for the power to impart it 3 that the™ 7 t2g® 18 110,8uaraatee what- 
the stilled and the unskilled teacher as betoeln 8am!idlff!rence betwe«n.w“ wtiy* sêsssrs;

1
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priato IMÆMWâM.umWIv? nght Waysi an‘j "'r0ng ways of presenting truth ; there are principles
nderlymg every rule of practice which a good teacher adopts, and the inves- 

"0t ?,lthollt great Ta,ue' To the average schoolmaster such 
knowledge !S indispensable, as a means of saving him from mistakes and ena- 
b ng him to economise his resources. And even of on who is exceptionally 
qualified oy natural insight and by a love of his work, may be safely said 
that his work will be done better—as all the work of life is done better—in 
Krrt*0n v ihe, theught and study which have been devoted to it, and to the 
degiee m which ho has laid hold oi' the reasons which make one 
action wiser and more practically efficient than another.

■ .1" the sphere of primary education, this principle has been generally 
msed, and the recognition of it has been attended with the happiest

C,° Cg! To™'the Creation of the last thirty years, was partly 
founded and almost wholly sustained and developed by the operation of the 
Education Department of the Privy Council, ft has been practically limited
insnccHnnratlTtt0 îv of achools for the poor under Government
inspection. Tet wtthin that range its results have been very remarkable, 
the class of agents whom it has employed was not the most promising.
üülf«ad7aj1îageî’ th,° knowlet|ge « the world, and the general culture6 of the 
certificated teacher, have—as is well known—been comparatively small. He 
has, however, proved himself to be a most valuable public servant. His know­
ledge may not be extensive, but what he 'knows he can teach ; and he has 
ncqmral the art of organising and managing a school, and of giving certain 
useful instruction to the largest number of scholars in the shortest possible 
time No one « ho has had opportunities of comparing the elementary schools 
ot the present with those of the past can fail to perceive the enormous differ- 
cnee between them ; nor to doubt that in the trained and certified teacher we

i’ritas sees tsair* *- -
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The reports of our county Inspectors will be read with interest, and 
it will be evident from these papers that the money spent in School In­
spection is productive of most valuable results. It is largely through 
the influenceland.exertions of Inspectors that School sections are pro­
perly limited and so arranged as to subserve the wants of the people, it 
is largely by their efforts and counsel that Schoolhouses'of proper dimen­
sions and style are built, and not a few sections have first-class teachers 
because the Inspector brought an influence to bear and secured this boon. 
They me likewise largely instrumental in protecting the expenditure of 
school funds from abuse. We have stated that every forward step in 
school work, demands an additional outlay of Government funds or an 
increased tax directly on the people. In making provision for enlarged 
claims a very grave responsibility rests upon the Government, as it must 
be looked to for money or measures to sustain the work and to carry 
it forward, when these are provided the Government doing so may well 
claim the gratitude of every true patriot, as education brings not only 
wealth and influence but almost all the comforts and endearments ef 
home. We trust this work, necessarily devolving on our public men
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will be a» well'carp^fye^’ a?d,thal> with a wise and generous policy it 

be°«t evidmce S,“’vaine " Pr°gre8S °f Which’thua far’ we ha™ ‘he

sEsSii^-sss
ary alnlity will do for th% ^u‘th *? ™a,ny U 18 thought that any ordin- 

their =hld«7,ZM:gmrj,,"K1Z:bek*“

EâtBMS?^ne 
EEà^PpEiEE
EaSFipEEiEEduty of instruction. ^ Ie‘peCted 88 a co"laborer with the parent in the 

eqlr.hrêrded£dTvtithe!nAelleCt9tare required- And- °tb« things being

ar»;£^SaS'

Q

i

I

■
;



«J EDUCATION—SUPERINTENDENT’S BEPORT. xxvii

inert members of society, and live and die without making even a ripple 
on the stream upon which they are borne to another life. If we desire 
o ur children to have active and energetic intellects, we must in the 
formative period of life put them in close contact with active minds, like 
will produce like, mind stimulates mind, mental power in the teacher 
will produce mental power in the pupil. It is the mentally active teacher 
that excites youthful emulation, perhaps creates it, and this stirs the 
youthful powers for high and noble activity. In this view of education, 

' the office of the teacher is one of the most important of all human avo- 
cations, even that of the statesman, dealing as he must, with the material 
interests of great nations, and making laws for the government of mil- 

\ üçn8ï is. inferior in results, to that of the man who is moulding and 
plating the youthful mind, drawing out its abilities, and refining 

powers, on which the Creator has left the imprint of Histhos own
wisdo

Ihe amendments of the law as made in the two last Sessions of the 
Legislator eeting with general approval, especially that which re­
moves the^xemption from a tax on property to a certain amount, owned 
by men fSVer sixty years of age. This exemption was doing much harm 
to our schools, as it led to serious abuses of the provisions for property 
tax, and now, in not a few Sections, its removal is making a considerable 
increase in the Section rate. In consequence of the change, several 
Sections are able to have a school the entire year, instead of six months 
as formerly, and others can afford to supply a teacher of a higher grade, 
Mr. Morse of Annapolis remarks on this as follows :

are m

“ ,-fhe amendments which have been made in the law during the last two 
sessions of the Legislature, are proving, and will continue to prove beneficial 
to the interests of education, especially in the outlying districts of the county. 
1 would again suggest the propriety of making other amendments to the law, 
such as have been mentioned in former reports.”

The fundamental principle underlying our whole scheme for free edu­
cation is, that the property tax, with the grant from the provincial 
treasury, must sustain our public schools. It is true, Sections levy a 
poll tax on men having no rateable property, but the tax is by no means 
productive of much aid, and very often the levying and collecting is at­
tended with more trouble and expense than the tax is worth.

The exemption of men of a certain age was therefore incompatible with 
the first principle of our school law, and as above stated, its removal is 
giving general satisfaction.

In several of the eastern counties a strong desire is manifested for 
changing the time of the summer vacation. Mr. McDonald, of Pictou, 

.writes : ,

“ This County, especially the country sections, are very dissatisfied with the 
time fixed for the summer vacation. As reported formerly, the whole month 
oi J uly is the best m the term for children to attend school. And Trustees 
are tempted to keep their schools open during the whole month ; and that for 
two vahd reasons, first, a much larger number of children can get the benefit 
ol the school, as many can attend for two weeks longer then, that can not at-
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V B“°n^ they may draw.» proportionately larger 
amount from the County Fund. Then- doing so secures to them an advantage
Ze prescribed!’^ C°mply ^ the re®ulati™’ % *>** their school™^

It will be remembered that during the early operations of the present

s^sç.-ci.firsssssitüîsift
berrying time, while not a few divided it, giving a part in Lly summer 
and the remainder later in the season. The time, thus divided and un- 
fixed, led to much confusion, and became a serious obstacle to the inter-- 

“"f t°mf°rt of,tea.chers- The Teachers’ Association, after deliberation, 
passed strong resolutions complaining of the grievance, and with
;ner,lf, T**8 PTt‘tl0ned t0 haTe the time of the vacation made.uniform 
in all sections. It was upon their petition the Council of Public In-
ti^ Unifrrmit8 deci8“n8,maki"g the Sl™mer vacation at k uniform 
tune. Uniformity m all school arrangements is certainly most desirable, 
and in "one more than in the time of opening and closing the prescribed 
fira1, _:f, he exceptions named above, the time is, I believe, gen­
erally acceptable, nor is it to be expected that an arrangement can be 
determined on that will subserve the interests of all parties whose occu­
py110118 are so widely sundered, as are those of the parties seeking thi 
change. Mr. McDonald further remarks :

I

a nui

;
!t

terms. >i
1

i

Cm,nti^™mA8 ?!the ‘ïï6 *° thj Commissioners and .Inspectors of the Several 
Counties. Another valid ground of complaint among teachers is, what they
terl !erm Part1»1 legislation.’ Why should the length of the school
term be shorter in cities, towns and villages than in country sections » or in
Haltfax^ Pmto™ New GIa°sger8 1 They’.ver-y l,r0P«rl.v- aak why do teachers in

Sp-HHt-SS-HS
S:=E5E£E5?-=5
two or threl we Tf°“B made “niform, giving to rural sections 
mint weeks W?nd the time now prescribed, the objections to 
present arrangements might be met and all parties satisfied. In the 
opinion of many, our schools should be closed till the very warm weather 
is past, and the season so changed that children can attend without en­
dangering their health, as many of our school houses are small and 
imperfectly ventilated. Children do very little in school till the

season
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is cool and bracing, and therefore nothing is lost by retaining them at 
home for a short time after the time appointed for the term to commence, 
except it is as observed " the public moneys.”

Were the summer vacation extended uniformly till the second week 
in September, the attendance would, we believe, be more regular, and 
many a child saved from complaints so often fatal in warm weather. We 
suggest this for the consideration of Commissioners and Inspectors.

We have already remarked that the law giving College Graduates a 
license of grade A on passing an examination in professional work only, 
expired with the past year And as there will be no examination fog the 
degree of A. B. in the University of Halifax during the coming summer, 
graduates of the present year will be placed in circumstances detrimental 
to their interests. I would therefore respectfully recommend that the 
Act passed at the late session of the Legislature be extended to January, 
1878. Such an extension of time will be for the interest of graduates of 
the present Collegiate year, and certainly not in any way adverse to 
educational w<yk.

The clause m the law relating to Commissioner’s meetings was, at the 
last session of the Legislature, amended by substituting the word three 
for five ; that is, the quorum is now three. This reduction to the lowest 
possible number arose from circumstances to which reference has fre­
quently been made in former reports, namely, the difficulty of securing 

attendance in which the interest of the different sections of the county 
should be fairly represented, and of legally transacting the business of 
the county. If such a representation is at all necessary, the making of 
the quorum, as stated above, does not and cannot meet the case. It 
has been repeatedly urged by Inspectors and others, that the Commis­
sioners be paid from the County Fund a sum sufficient to cover all ex­
pense necessary to an attendance ; the sum would not be large, probably 
not exceeding two dollars per day. And if this small appropriation will 
bring together a large meeting of the Commissioners, the money will be 
well spent.

I think an amendment in the law ‘making the appropriation suggested 
will meet with general commendation, and prove beneficial to the public 
schools in the several counties.

We beg to recapitulate the proposed amendment, as stated in the pre­
ceding parts of this report.

ihe extension of the time in which graduates of colleges may, on an 
examination in professional work only, receive a Head Master’s license.

ihe payment from the County Fund of the Commissioners who actu­
ally attend the business meetings of the Board.

And also that an Act be passed authorizing the Council of Public 
Instruction to establish in the Town of Sydney, Cape Breton, an Acad­
emy similar to. those in Yarmouth and Fictou. The high school depart­
ment of which shall be free to all pupils from any part of Cape Breton, 
who may pass a prescribed examination.

We have suggested for further, and for matured consideration, an 
increase in the County Tax, thus providing, from that source, a fund for 
enlarged expenditune on the schools in the different counties. In
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with the purpose, as stated in the preamble to the Act of raising the 
standard of education in the Province, and of enabling all denominations 
and classes, including those persons whose circumstances preclude them 
Irom following a regular course of study in any of the existing Colleges 
or Universities to obtain Academical degrees.

This University being an examining body merely does not enter into 
competition with any of the existing Colleges, but yet the advantages to 
be derived by the various Colleges from their affiliation with the Univer­
sity are neither few or insignificant, and I Ay be permitted here to refer 
briefly to just one of them. Each College is a separate and independant 
institution, prescribing such curricuUijjf as meets the views of its faculty 
and governing body for the time being, and regulating the severity of 
the examinations as the faculty of each College deemed most to subserve 
its own interests, and by a scale known only to themselves ; and though 
the standard differed in the different Colleges. A degree was of equal value 
no matter by what institution conferred, and though the possessor of the 
parchment of one College might as a student and a scholar be much in- 
erioi to the graduate of a rival institution, and again examinations as 

now conducted by the faculties of the College can never be wholly freed 
from the suspicions of favoritism.

All this the University of Halifax will remedy, the Curriculum of 
study will be the same for all. A standard of equal merit must be at­
tained by all, xvhile uniform examinations by disinterested examiners will 
ensure that none but diligent students have passed the ordeal, and that 
the possessor of a degree is entitled to take rank among the literary
SrIr°m thlS il wiU be evident that a degree from the University 
of Halifax must count for more in the literary world than if conferred by 
any of the several colleges in the Province. And in the interests of that 
higher education which the University was established to foster and sub­
serve, it is hardly to be regretted that the Senate have commenced by 
raising the standard higher than that required by any of the existing in­
stitutions of learning, and though this may at the outside impose extra 
exertion upon the students, yet the result will be beneficial to the sever­
al colleges ; their standard must rise in proportion if they would hold their 
own in the literary race, emulation will be aroused and a generous rivalry 
enkindled, as that institution whose sons shall stand first on the examina­
tion roll of the University, and who shall succeed in carrying off its 
highest honors must take first rank and be acknowledged the premier 
College, and as a consequence attract to its halls the largest number of 

. students and the most ambitious youths in the Province. During the 
past year the Senate has held several sessions, and applied itself ener­
getically to the task of arranging for the work required to be performed, 

.and placing the machinery in running order, while the Convocation 
composed of the graduates and representatives of the various colleges 
have met and performed their peculiar duties with an enthusiasm which 
augurs well for the future of the University.
,!h!Lm6dlCal a?d kg®1 professions have placed themselves in accord 
j the University, and the Senate have appointed examiners in Law 

and Medicine, and it is understood that candidates for degrees both in

)

V*k
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hasbeenetobledaforhmnWjT ’T"*6'1 a=cience cour9e- a resolution

-vhe|f 'Bal/lth whlch a11 entered on the discharge of their various duties is 
of tseif suffirent to shew that the establishaenfof the u2ers ty p ov 
ded for a felt want; and, now that thorough work connected whh itsrgrr iBrtti wiu c°m^ ^ - si

me
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I
so con- 
means,

;ar ien a

required, and many schools have continued through the year with but
TrustetmfeStatl0nn °f V'g0r and Srowth> yet it is gratifying7 to know that
no reTaxe^^heir^fr6? * LUty,°f. cilrryinS tLwork forward, have 
“T"“ ther effort> nor has their zeal slackened. No backward

’ experienced6and*H^tle /° °PP08ition °f a 8erio“8 character has been 
manifest On tL1h idlSP0S10n ‘° offer factiou8 hindrance has been

whhsTandinu all dvawh ^ 7^’ wMl eQtire confidence, that not-
withstanding all diawbacks and discouragements, the public schoo's of
the Province were never as prosperous as at the present time They are
Truste1!.66^611 y m faV°r W1,th Parent8 and rate-payers, are better managed 
Trustees are coming to understand their work better, and, 8 ’

. =£? iEF r SMT2 ».
M“”',nd”

±or more minute information on the several particular hrn„nk=<, e ^rat ons and expenditure, I beg to refer ÏÏE^ÎSÎZZS 
Reports as printed in the appendices. The Inspectors’ Reports in parti
tl“8hrId n,0t,.be pa88ed hy without a careful reading, asVey contain 
information relating to each County in particular, and present die views 
of those who are daily engaged in working out our educational scheme 
I beg to acknowledge the valuable aid afforded me at all times by these
fna re”’rd have,much Pleasure in bearing testimony to their zeal 
and devotedness in the cause intrusted to their supervision.
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following is mi Abstract of the Educational Statistics of the 
Province for the year ending October 31st, 1876 :—

The

1. School Sections.

Total No. of School Sections, 1876 
“ 1875.

Increase ...........

No. of School Sections having no School during any portion of the
year, 1876 ........... .......... ...........

No. of School Sections having no School during any portion of the 
year, 1875... .............

Increase

1754
1742

12/

186

183\
3

2. Schools and Pupils.

No. of Public Schools in operation,— 
*

Winter Term, 1876 
Do. 1875. 1594

1580

Increase 14

Summer Term, 1876 
Do. 1875 . 1744

1733
Increase. 11

t

Pupils Registered,—

Winter Term; 1876.
1875 77593

76349Do.
*

Increase, 1244

Summer Term, 1876 
Do. 1875

Increase

The Tear :—Boys, 
Girls

82034
81898

136

....52156
42006

Total, 1876 
Total, 1875.. ....94162

94029
Increase 133

v
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PrOPOHi0n ****** Registered at Public Sdmb;_

Winter Term, 1876
Do 1875"'....

Summer Term, 1876...
_ Do. 1875 " ....
The Tear, 1876...

1875 ....

of Pupils daily present 
Session :—

Winter Term, 1876..
Do. 1875

Increase ....

■ ..1 in 5.0 
•••• 1 in 5.08

■ .. 1 in 4.7
• ••• 1 in 4.73

. .1 in 4.1
• • •• 1 in 4.04No.

ot Public Schools on an average for the time in

••..44586
42840...v.

,...
.... 1746

Summer Term, 1876 
Do. 1875 .. 46161

....45619
Increase .. 

Full-Term Average :_

Winter Term, 1876. 
Do.

542

1875 ...................... '

Increase .......................

Summer Term, 1876
Do. 1875 ....

Increase ....

of Pupils daily present per 100 Rcgist 

Winter Term, 1876 
Do. 1875

Increase..................

Summer Term, 1876 
Do. 1875

Decrease ....

....41332
38638

.... 2694

'....43153 
. 42854

.... 299
No.

ereil :—

56.8
.... 54.6

!

2.2

.... 55.8 
55.98

.18
3. Teachers Emploted.Academic Grade,_

Wiuter Term, 1876.... 21
Do. 1875.... la

Male.
Female.

!
Increase, 2

%



Summer Tërm, 1876.... 23 
Do. 1875,... 17

Increase 6

Class M>st,—

Winter Term, 1876 
Do. 1875.

Decrease..........

431
417

Increase 14
Summer Term, 1876....

1875....Do. 504
478

Decrease. Increase 26
Second Class,

Winter Term.........  1876 236
Do. ......1875 226

Decrease. 10 Decrease

Summer Term, .......1876 179 .....................
Do.................... 1875 1 60 .. ............ 374

............ 403• **.......
Increase

Class Third,

Winter Term, ....1876 216 
Do....................1875 215 . .

19 Decrease 29

1
198

Increase 1 Increase 28
Summer Term, 1876.... 204

Do. 1875 181

Increase. 23 Increase..,..

Total Wo. of Teachers employed,—

Winter Term, 1876 ....... 732 .
Do. 1875. 955720

............. 935
Increase 12 Increase

20
Summer Term, 1876 622

Do. 12051875....... 611
.1173

Increase II Increase 32

à

■

!
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Totol No. Licensed Teaehc

Winter Term, 1876 .......
Do. 1875..

Increase ........................

Summer Term, 1876................
Do. 1875......”.7

Increase ...........

re and Assistants employed,__

.1739
.......1707

32

1881
...........1843

38
4. Salaries op Teachers.

Received direct from Government,— 
leachers of Public Schools, by law, 1876 
Total direct from Government, 1875.... $134880.13

128205.47
Increase......................

1876.7.*.

$6674.66

per agreement-
..$285569.19

286014.40
Decrease................................

Total: Direct from Government 
Irom Trustees...................

Total 1876..........
“ 1875...............

$ 445.21

$134880.13 
■ 285569.19

$420449.32
414219.87

Increase.
$ 6229.45

5. School Houses.

............Amount voted for building purposes’at meeting Sept." 

6. Summary

No.
79
65"

, 1876 $44929.50
op Government Expenditure

in Public Schools.

........................ $134880.13
128205.47

Common Schools, 1876
Do. 1875

Increase,
.......$ 0674.66

« and the relative

::::VK...................
BaUho. ««tied within th, *™j 6y vote of „t*p.ym.

#118290.76 
. 172278.44

#286669.18

w #

\

j
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9

Cauntj Academies, 1876 
Do. 1875 $ 6510.00 

6740.00
9
'7

Decrease
230.002

Bonus to Teachers of Grades .-A. and B. of 5 years service, 1876 
U°- do- do- do. 1875.";

I
5046.35
6034.50

1

Increasei
11.85

Inspection of Schools, 1876 
1875 13760.57

13371.87
Do.

Increase
888.70

Government^ Expenditure^ assignable to Counties, 1876
160197.05
153851.84

do. do. 1875
Increase ........................

Examination of Teachers, 1876 
Do. 1875,

:6845.21

2572.77
2141.36 :

Increase
431.41

Miscellaneous, 1876 
Do. 1875

Decrease. .,.

10626.73
10638.6»

5.23
Government Expenditure not assignable to Counties, 1876, 

°- do. do. 1875, 13199.50
12773.32

Increase
426.18

Total Govt Expenditure in aid of Public Schools, 1876 
Bo" do. do. 1875. 173896.55

166125.16
Increase

7271.39
Purchase and Improvement of Grounds, 1876

6184.84
1899.91

do. 1875

Increase.
4284.93

Bepairs onSchool Mouses and Out Mouses, 1876
12298.59
11820.23

do. 1876
Increase

478.36

___
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New SchoolHouses and Out Houses, 1876
$ 48528.19 

44931.59X do. 1875 j
Increase ..........

School Desks and Seats, 1876.
D°- do. 1875

DecreaseL •...
School Books and Apparatus, 1876 

Do. do. 1875

3596.00

4204.31
4873.04

668 73

6008.53
7935.29

Decrease
1926.76

Fuel, 1876 .............
Do. 1875 ............. •... 20605.55 

«... 21435.65
Decrease...............

Insurance on Schools, 1876 
Do. 1875

Increase........... ..

830.10 .

4823.39
2041.45

t 2781.94
Commission^ to Secretaries of Trustees, 1876

9421.34
8336.39

do. 1875

Increase
1084.95

Miscellaneous. 1876. .........
Do. 1875. 18155.64

7618.81
Increase

10536.83
Total Expenditure on Public Schools, 1876. 

Bo. 445619.07
427526.86

do. 1875

Increase
18092.21 t

Total indebtedness of Section, at close of,tear 
Vo- d°. do. 1876 182634.14

168563.561875
Increase

14070.58

:

i
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9
8 .Total Expenditube fob Public Schools.

Government—assignable to Counties ..................................
Local.........................................

9

!6o $100197.09
445619.07 11

Total assignable to Counties........
Government—not assignable to Counties 005816.12

13199.50
1

IIi
Total, 1876 

Do. 1875 619015.62
594038.39!

Increase ................................................

Sources of Funds to meet this Expenditure :
Legislative Grants.......................................................... *1Tnaoe sa
Assessed on Counties by law ..................................................... ”. . 106780 76
Raised, or to be raised within the sections by vote of rate-payers... 338838.82

24977.28 1
$619015.62

9. Educational Expenditube of Nova Scotia.#
Portion paid by 

Gov. of N.8.
.$173396.56 

5009.00 
. 5400.00
. 10800.00

.Public Schools.....................
Normal and Model School
Special Academies..............
Colleges.................................

$619015.62.
8714.97.

55269.00.
34374.99.

Total, 1876. 
“ 1875

$717874.58
707470.15

*$194605.55
185951.53

Increase $ 9904.43 $ 8654.02
1

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. 8. HUNT,
Superintendent of Education.

m

ture™- 8moaBt ,noludee 1116 extr» «nu granted to Colleger at the two last Sessions of the Legisla-
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\

STATISTICAL TABLES.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS, PBOVINOIAFTNORMAT, SCHOOL, 

SPECIAL ACADEMIES AND COLLEGES/y
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TABLE XV.
POOR SECTIONS. SPECIAL COUNTY

AID.

Number of
these Sec- Amoimt of County Assessment paid to thèse 

tions having Schools over and above the ordinary
Schools. allowance. JX.MIÎ8 OF Counties and Sessional 

Districts.

8
Winter Term. Total.

POOR SECTIONS—SPECIAL COUNTY AID. O

I -

304 355 2195 89
291 352 1996 07

2329 14 
2456 84

4525 03 
4452 91

13 3 199 82 72 12
127 70

Summer
Term.

Annapolis, County o£.......
Antigonish, “ ...........
Cupe Breton, “ ...........
Colchester, “ ............
Cumberland, “ .........
Rigby, District of...........

Clare, “
Guysboro, “ ...................

tit. Mary’s, District of.. .'.
Halifax, County of.................
Hants, District of East.... .. . 

“ “ West.......
Inverness, County of. .
Kings, “ ...........
Luneubnrg and N. Dublin.. ..
Chester, District of..............
Pictou, County of..... !
Queens, County of.............
Richmond, County of....... .
Shelburne, District of............

Barrington,
Victoria.............................
Yarmouth, District of.

Argyle, “

(

Total 1876 
“ 1875.

Increase 
■ Decrease

/
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15 00 40 00
16 00 56 30

300 00 300 00

267 04 94 87 46 30
61 00

2697 83 3081 62 331 00 396 30 
2430 79 2986 75 392 00 350 00

Summer
Term.

Winter
Term.

Summer

Paid by Government over 
and above the ordinary 
Grants, towards Salaries 
of Teachers employed in 
Poor Sections.*

Paid by Government to­
wards erection of School 
Honses, 4c.

/

I ' 1
P SPECIAL GOVERNMENT AID.

:

TABLE XVI.
SPECIAL GOVERNMENT AID TO POOR SECTIONS.

i

COUNTY. TOTAL.

!r :
.

Annapolis .. 
Antagonist.. 
Cape Breton 
Colchester.. 
Cumberland .
Clare ...........
Digby.......
.Guysborough
Halifax........
Hants...........
Inverness ..
Kings..........
Lunenburg .
Pictou...........
Queens........ .
Richmond .. 
Shelburne ..
Victoria.........
Yarmouth...

445 89 
211 68 
688 39 
326 67 
228 79 

69 89 
233 03 
150 50 
396 85 
263 90 

1646 27 
277 23 
280 60 
412 00 
205 29 
213 79 

85 83 
231 90 
138 22

I ; :

il

I

ii i
g

Total, 1876 
“ 1875

6506 75 
6159 54

Increase.
Decrease. 347 21

.
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TABLE XVTJT.—Continued.

PICTOU ACADEMY.

ttot-MioBohool

N o fees are taken from pupils belonging to the County of Pictou.

A. H. McKAY, B. A., Principal.

DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTION.

received from* Pupil’s! PUpi'S “re boarded and educated/™.. Last year only 8185

Dea/lte”^ ^rk~didt SMucZ"4“^ PeCl"kr * 

BlUn^0iCTMBOïn'^“en\h°nbV^t^Kl^rai”lUp3d^SI8^”Udd®6™ep^es&uÇP^’t°P PUP1?1^-

was

J. SCOTT HUTTON, M. A., Principal.

MOUNT ALLISON MALE ACADEMY.

i^ZBEEsrHHiSSSS.E”
DAVID ALLISON, LL.D., 

per DAVID KENNEDY^ A. M., Principals.

MOUNT ALLISON FEMALE ACADEMY.
^ “din"igher

940^ have“t ScoSnTZ ’“c!VsterSnfpSr"0'0^8' ™'Ued **

diirin? tht 21 m60 feu tnd tour et?rl9s high was added to the main huilding 
™ gv,th Ï°“\,A Manaard story was also placed upon the whole lmilding. The 
thetotalExpenditm? erectlans “phuna the difference between the total Income and

JAMES R. INCH, A. M., Principal.

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE.—TABLE 19.

GEO. THOMSON,
Treasurer to the Governors Dalhousi* College.

*=
^t
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.22 682 184 1761
604 640 148 1402

liS 162 36 I 869

No. Candidate» examin­
ed for tirade».

abode

No. Candidates 
granted

License of Grades.

abode
Amherst.....................
Antigonieh.................
Arichat.......................
Baddeck ....................
Barrington.................
Bridgetown................
Clare..........................
Ligby..........................
Guysboro ...................
Halifax ......................
St. Mary’s, (Halifax) .
Liverpool..................
Lunenburg..................
Margaree Forks.........
New Glasgow............
Normal School............
Pictou.........................
Port Hood.................. .
Shelburne....................
Sherbrooke............ ...
Sydney........................
Tatamagouche............
Truro............................
Windsor.................. .
Wolfville......................
Yarmouth....................

Total 1870.............
“ 1875............. 11 99
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2 12
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3 7
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10 82 270 299 318 991 
0 66 190 188 213 068

10 27 80 (ill Î05
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TABLE XXI.
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SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE.W
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TABLE XXII.
Summary op Government Grants pob Education, 1876.

Common Schools................... ........... ..
County Academies..................
Teachers’ Bonus.................. .
Inspectors’ Salaries....................................

“ Stationery, &c,...........
Examination of Teachers..........................
Printing, including Journal of Education
Travelling Expenses Pupil Teachers Normal School.........
Office Expenses, Registers, lus 
Special Aid to Poor Sections..
Normal and Model Schools,..
Colleges............. ..
Special Academics,.,.
Salaries Office.......
y Interest for 1875 

Interest for 1876.

! $134,880 13 
6510 00 
5046 36 

13,100 57 
660 00 

2672 77 
1978 45 
482 00 

1672 80 
127 80 

5009 00 
10,560 00 

5650 00 
2698 00

i

i
-

!

I
t

$2184 .
3773 681688

Total 1876 
“ 1875

1194,605 66 
185,666 16

f l1 ;

8 9040 89Increase
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APPENDIX A.

REPORT OF THE NORMAL AND MODEL SCHOOLS.

Bey. A. S. Hunt, M. A.

*'■>—Last year was in some respects the most prosperous in the history 
of the Normal School. Never before had we so large an attendance. The 
number actually enrolled was one hundred and forty-five ; six of these, however, 
remained but a few days, hence I have not placed their names in the list. 
The average attendance per scholar was twenty-one weeks, which is the highest

As the result of examination for license, eleven received Grade B ; fifty- 
eight Grade C ; thirty Grade D ; four Grade E ; and six foiled to take any 
license. Most of the remaining thirty left the Institution at the end of April 
and were probably examined for license in their own counties.

Sixty-one students were awarded Normal School Diplomas, ten receiving 
Grade “Superior;” twenty-eight Grade “ Good;” and twenty-thru Grade “Fair." 
A large number failed to make the required attendance.

The Governor-General’s prize medals were awarded to Miss Ellen Baillv 
of Lunenburg, and Miss Margaret Newcomb, of Cornwallis. * ’

In the Model Schools, including the “ Willow Street School," which really 
formspartof the Institution, we have had ten departments in operation. In 
the Model School Proper, there were eight departments, each forming a distinct 
grade. This Institution is now-in excellent condition and is a most important 
adjunct to the Normal School, presenting both in respect to organization and 
class work, an exemplification of the principles which it inculcates, and afford­
ing an arena for practical training in the art of teaching.

1

I must repeat my suggestions made two years ago, and urged privately on 
dmerent occasions, respecting the Normal School Diploma. For several rea- 
sons it is desirable that the Diploma should be distinct from the Provincial 
License. Many students who are entitled to a Diploma are not examined for 
License at the end of the Session. Some who receive the License and Diploma 
combined, subsequently take a higher grade of License. Again, it sometimes 
occurs that the Grade of Diploma is not filled in at the Education Office, 
n such case the holder, if so , disposed, could fill the blank with the grade most 

acceptable to himself. By separating the two certificates, much troublesome 
and needless correspondence would be avoided.

For some time the> conviction has gaiied strength with me, that students 
tor the Normal School should be received only at the beginning of the Session



?
1 principal's report.4

I ill 1!
in November. Under present.arrangements a large number come in after the 
Christmas Holidays. These are unable to join the classes formed at the begin­
ning of the Session, either to the satisfaction of the teachers or to their own
profit.= ; :!

: It affords me much pleasure to refer to the action of the Government and . 
Legislature in making provision for the erection of a new Normal School 
Building. The proposed building promises to be a fine structure, well adapted 
to the purpose for whion it is designed, and creditable to those who have been 
instrumental in its erection.

1 : •iI I
1I ;

!
:

1.
4I have the honor to be, Sir,

Tours Obediently,
1Ï 11 J. B. CALKIN.

. Normal School, Truro, Dec. 21, 1816.■ B
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Normal School 
Diploma.

Provincial
License.COUNTY.

f=~
nupoli 

Kings 
Annapolis 
Hants 
Kings 
Colchester

Henry Slocomb 
Abner J. McKenne.. 
Thomas Croaker.... 
William A. DeWolfe. 
Oliver Cogswell
Henry King..............
Crawford Linton.,.. 
-Robert: Kennedy 
Willard V. Bogart...
Libbie Blair...............
Maggie 1'. Newcomb. 
Maggie Barteaux....
Lizzie Topper............
Janetta Lohnes
Bosilla Cropley........
Nellie Bailly............
Mary Murray............
A. Etta Berry...........
Libbie Trotter...........
Agnes Miller..............
Augusta Wood.........
Ella M. Palmer........
Laleah Palmer..........
Ellen M. Loomer...
Jane Byer................
Mary J. Burris........
Julia J. Pineo...........
Luther Fields............
Samuel M. Deller...
Eliza Mahon...........
Olive Fox...................
Edgar Magee...........
Kate Little............
Amos P. Bushton.... 

"Annie S. Barnes....
Bessie Crowe............
Nettie Hynds.... /..
Mary C. Hynds.........
Ella Glendenning.......
Emily Cook...............
Amelia Blair..............

An Good 64 
Fair 47

D.S.
B.
B.“ 43

Good 62 
Not classed 
Good 65 

“ 50
Not classed

C.

Not exam’d.

C.
Guysborough
Annapolis
Colchester
Kings

Not exam’d.f

Superior 83 
Good 73 
Fair 48 
Not classed

B.
C.

Not exam’d.
Lunenburg
Annapolis
Lunenburg
Colchester

D.
Not exam’d.

Superior 84 
Fair 49 

“ 39
Superior 76 

“ 87
Good 56 

“ 68 
“ 62 

Not classed

B.
C.
D.

Antigonish
Colchester
Cumberland
Kings

Hants
Shelburne
Colchester
Kings
Colchester
Halifax
Colchester
Shelburne
Annapolis
Colchester
Cumberland

Not exam’d.
B.

Not exam’d.
C.
C.

Not exam’d.
C.
C.

Good 51 
“ 72
“ 63

Superior 75 
“ 81 

Dismissed 
Superior 77 
Good 64 
Not classed 
Fair 37 
Not classed

D.
B.
D.

; Not exam’d.

D.
Not exam’d.

Colchester C.

c.
Cumberland
Halifax
Colchester

C.
Good 50 
Fair j 49

C.

Ï

5NORMAL SCHOOL.
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Provincial
Li

Normal School 
Diplo cense.COUNTY.NAME.

Colchester
Halifax
Hants
Colchester
Lunenburg
Colchester

Mary J. McLeod.........
Sarah Archibald........
Annie Mason.............
Libbie Rutherford.......
Maria Couutaway....
Emma Hislop..............
C. Ada Blanchard
Minnie Brown.............
Bessie De Wolfe.........
Rachel De Wolfe........
Agnes Hennèsy........
Janet McDermid........
Mary M. Brown........
Susan Cutten.............
Hannah J. Blackmore.
Jessie Malcom.............
Lucy J. Morrell........
Christina Fulton........
Elzina Fletcher.......
Susan Skinner.......
Maggie E. Dunlap ...
Maggie Hennesy........
Martha Kent............
Mary J. Clark.............
Susan E. Cohoon........
Emma Currie............
John M. Gourley.
Kate Torston..........
Maria Sangster.........
Amanda E. Edgtett..
Fatirae Crowe..........
Hester A. Sproul....
Esther Cox................
Eliza Archibald.........

w Olivia Leake...........
^ Annie Stanford.........

Anna Harvey............
John H. Putnam....
Amelia Miller..........
Ada A. Travis.......
Brenton C. Munroe..
Minnie McLean........
Maggie J. Ross.........
Lucy H, Eaton.........
Emma Lewis............
Lillie Freeman .........
Cyrena North............
Settle L. Hall......
Annie J. McDonald.

# Hants
!! 'X ? Colchester

Antigonish
Halifax
Colchester

li

Guysborough
Halifax
Colchester
New Brunswick
Hants
Annapolis
Colchester
Cumberland
Colchester

1
y i
I

■ Cumberland 
Lunenburg 
Hants 
Colchester 
Pictou 
Cumberland 
Kings, 
Pictou 
Cumberland 
Hants 
Colchester 
Cumberland 
Kings

Colchester

a

1
-

1
I

■

principal’s report.6
*■

NORMAL SCHOOL —Continued.
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7NORMAL SCHOOL.

.NORMAS LCHOOL — Continued.

Normal School 
Diploma.

Provincial
License.

COUNTY.

Kate McLeod..........
Marÿ M. McDonald.
Annie K. Beach ...
Hanna L. Brown.... 
Franklin D. Beach .
Bebecca Leek.........
Bertha Cameron ...
Susan Sommerville.
Emma Nesbit ....
Ida Parker ..........
Cassie McKenzie..
Bosanna Thompson
Adelia Crowe........
Maria Phelan ....
John T. Dimock..
James W. Beid... 
Alexander T McDonald....
Sophie McGregor........
Anna L Fox..............
Lavinia Miller..............
Kate Upham..............
Jessie Smith..............
Jane Weatherby..........
Willard Griffin..........
Lalia Clarke................
Minnie Challen.
Eva McBumie...............
Edith Moore.................
Edith E. Peppard ....
Bleanora Browne...........
Daniel McKay...............
Leonard Meek...............
James B. Webster ....

i Baymond Banks...........
Evans Boss...................
Hannah Swan...............
Amelia B. McKinnon..
Lizzie McKinnon,.........
Hiram Elliott ........
Thomas Stoddart...........
Elizabeth A. Wilson..
Lizzie Myers.................
"Christina E. McLean...
Lizzie Moore,................
Eliza Stumbles...............
James M. Murphy....
Augusta Pipes...............
Ralph S. Eaton..............
Harry Eaton

Colchester Not classed C.
D.

Kings »D.
Not exam’d.l'd.

C.
Halifax
Cumberland
Kings

C.
C.c.c.

> D.
Pictou
Colchester
Hants

C.
E.
D.
D.
C.

.1► Halifax
Colchester
Annapolis
Halifax
Colchester

C.
C.
C.
C.n'd. /
D.
C. .n’d. D.

Kings
Annapolis
Kings
Colchester

B.
E.
D.

1 D.
C.n’d. D.

Kings
Pictou
Kings

D.
B.
B.
B.m’d. C.

Pictou
Colchester
Cumberland

C.
Superior 75 
Not classed

C.m’d. C.
C.m’d. Kings

Halifax
B.
D.
C.

Cumberland
Pictou
P. E. Island

C.
D.

Not exam’d.m’d.
Inverness
Cumberland
Kings

C.
7 C.

0.

1
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9ANNAPOLIS COUNTY.

APPENDIX B.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS’ OF SCHOOLS OF THE 
DIFFERENT COUNTIES. •

ANNAPOLIS COUNTY.
<L. S. Moese, Inspector.

I hereby submit the following report on the state of the Public Schools 
in the County of Annapolis, for the year ended October 31st, A. D. 1876. I 
also forward herewith the Tables of Statistics and my Notes of Inspection for 
the period named, which may be considered a Supplement to this report, and 
to which I refer for minute information concerning the work of the year.

The number of Sections in the County has been increased to one hundred 
and two during the year by the formation of two new Sections in the District 
of Annapolis Bast, out of Sections previously established. Thirty-seven Sections 
have been adjudged worthy of receiving extra aid as “ Poor Sections.” Seven 
Sections only, five of which are “ Poor Sections,” have been without schools 
during the year. Four Sections have never availed themselves of the benefits 
to be derived from the present system of education, of which number three are 
now taking the necessary steps to enable them to comply with the law.

In the matter of School Accommodation very little can be said in addition^to 
what has been embodied in my former reports. Owing no doubt to the scarcity 
of money, but little improvement has been made in this particular during the 
year. In a large majority of the sections the accommodation is sufficient to meet 

■ the requirements of the law. In those cases in which the number of seats and 
desks provided is not large enough to satisfy the strict demands of the Statute, 
the accommodation is Nevertheless sufficient for the number of pupils daily 
present at school.
- The Furniture in most school-rooms consists of wooden desks and seats of 

Re ordinary kind. In Jive school-rooms only are patent desks used. The 
supply of Apparatus is also quite limited, and consists in most instances of 
black-board and maps. For more minute information on this point I refer vou 
to the Tables of Statistics and Notes of Inspection for the year. .It would be 
conducive to the interests of education, if each section were compelled to keep 
its school-room furnished with an adequate supply of proper apparatus. There 
is great indifference manifested in this respect in many sections.

The number, grade and sex of teachers employed during the year are as 
shown by the following table :—

Sib,—

P

7

A. B. C. Male.D. E. Female. Total.

Winter Term, 1 36 2622 11 47 48 96

Summer Term. 401 16 30 20 37 10770

'
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Il *COLCHESTER COUNTY.

The amendments which have been made in the law during the last two ses­
sions of the Legislature, are proving and will continue to prove beneficial to 
the interests of education, especially in the outlying districts of the County. 
I would again suggest the propriety of making other amendments to the law 
such as have been mentioned in former reports.

In conclusion I must express the conviction that the past year has been one 
of educational prosperity. The unprecedentedly large number of schools in 
operation affords cause for encouragement.

ir-
to
se
iis
'8,
nt
se

Respectfully submitted,in
L. S. MORSE.r-

Rev. A. S. Hunt, A. M.,
Superintendent of Education.
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COLCHESTER COUNTY.d
r- #

D. H. Smith, Inspector.b
Dear Sir,—

With my abstract* of Returns and Notes of Inspection, I now forward, 
for your consideration, my second annual report on the condition of schools in 
the County of Colchester, for the school year ended October 31st, 1876,

During this year three new sections, named New Boston, Little Bass River, 
and West St. Andrews, and numbered respectively 83, 84 and 85, have been 
formed, making in all in the County 115.

Of these, 8—New Boston, East River, F. I., Union, Beaver Meadow, 
Upper Brookfield, West St. Andrews, and Springmont,—have had no 

school during any portion of the year. 15 Sections—Maccan Road, North 
River F. I., Lower Economy, Castlereagh, West Branch N. R., Kemptown, 
Upper Pleasant Valley, Lower Pleasant Valley, Alma, Forest G-len, Coldstream, 
Southfield, St. Andrews, Hardwood Hill, and River John Road,—had no 
school during the winter term. 7 Sections,—Upper Chiganoise, De Bert 
River, North Mountain, Upper North River, Fort Ellis, Slade’s and Roseville 
—have had no school during the summer term.

With regard to the sections having no school during any portion of the 
term, I may remark that, with the exception of Upper Brookfield, I hope to 
be able to report more favorably in the, future. East River, F. I., has now 
completed its school house—a house that presents a most creditable appear­
ance, and reflects great honor upon the energy and enterprise displayed in 
providing such commodious and well equipped apartments, for the education 
of children of the section—and will have a school in operation during the 
present coming term. New Boston, Little Bass River, Beaver Meadow, West 
St. Andrews, Union and Irwin, are making every preparation to secure school 
advantages, and will, in all probability, have school open some portion of the 
next year. This is most gratifying, as these sections are weak and struggling, 
and 'require no little exertion and sacrifice on the part of the rate-payers to 
maintain a school. ,

Were there half as much interest or anxiety evinced in the education hnd 
welfare of their children, among people in those sections having school only 
part of the year, I should not have the painful task of reporting such a long 
catalogue of schools Vacant -either in the summer or winter term. It is cer-
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tainly too bad that in «étions like North Biver, P. I., Bower Economy, Hard­
wood Hill and He1 Bert'Biver, school should be maintained only six months of 
the year. In North Hirer, P. I., the number of registered pupils in attendance 
upon school this summer was 69—64 being from 5 to 15 years of age, and 5 
over the age of 15. In Lower Economy the number registered was 48—44 
from 5 to 15, while the whole number in the section is 53. In Hardwood 
Hill 64—62 from 5 to 15; and in DeBert Biver 62—56 from 5 to 15. Besides, 
in each of these sections, we find quite a large number from the age of 5 to 15 
who did not attend school at all. Now, with such an array of numbers before 
us as these,1* it would appear that the educational advantages so generously 
conferred upon us by law, are excessively underrated by the people in those 
localities. Certainly the Trustees, in these cases, are culpable, and, by their 
neglect of duty, render themselves liable to the infliction of the severest pen­
alty the law imposes. By their action, these children arc allowed to grow up 
in ignorance, unfit to discharge, with success and honor, those duties demand­
ed of them, by society and the country, when they become responsible citizens 
of the land. No satisfactory reason can be assigned, why such a course should 
be pursued with regard to the schools, in these sections. True, in DeBert 
Biver, a new school bouse has lately been erected and may ye* bo somewhat 
involved in debt, but the section is large and comparatively wealthy, and this 
should offer no objection. I do sincerely trust that in the future, these as well 
as others similarly situated, will display a more intense interest in the welfare 
of their children and see that school is maintained during the whole year.

The number of schools in operation during the winter term was 106, 
registering 5149 pupils ; while in summer it was 117, with 5756 registered 
pupils. The number of registered pupils is somewhat smaller, compared with 
that of last year ; but the number present some portions of this year is larger 
than what it was last, giving 1 in every 3.5 of the population, while in 1875 it 
was 1 in 3.7.

The number of teachers employed during the year is as follows :— 

Winter.

A. B. C. D.
.1 13 17 13
.0 1 46 24

Male
Eemi

= 44 
5 = 76

1119

Summer.

A. B. C.
........1 10 13
,>...0 2 50

E.
Male.. 
Female

0 = 26 
10 = 93 I 119

We thus see that a very large proportion of our teachers are ladies. Es­
pecially is this the case with regard to the Summer term,—of the 199 teachers 
employed 93 were female. In Winter, the proportion is not so great. Male 
teachers are more sought after in Winter, in consequence of the attendance of 
larger scholars, whose employment prevents them from attending during Sum­
mer ; hence the smaller proportion of females. I know that it is generally 
supposed that female teachers are not fitted to maintain proper government in 
the school-room, when attended by such a class of scholars. This, however, 
is not always the case. Some of our best regulated schools, containing scholars 
advanced in years, are taught by ladies. The peculiar tact which they display 
and the thorough knowledge they possess of their work, place them upon such 
high vantage ground, that they do not appear to hare the least difficulty in 
securing proper discipline. It would thus seem that in time our whole work

1
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of instruction is to bo entrusted to the care of female teachers. And there is 
no reason why it should not be. Woman possesses a refining, subduing in­
fluence that men do not always exert. While this is brought to bear upon the 
scholars in the school-room, it produces a telling effect to her advantage. And 
since the Government has removed every restriction from her gaining the 
highest g*ade, there is now an opportunity for her to assume charge of the 
most prominent positions in our schools. Such of those as have acquired 
Grade B license, are meeting with the most encouraging success. And it is 
to be hoped that those of them who baye given such satisfactory results in their 
work, teaching under lower grades, may at once fit themselvès to undergo the 
required examination and secure higher licenses.

But while I so speak respecting the work of the female portion of 
teachers, I do not for a moment wish to be understood that Ï place a higher 
value upon their services, than upon those of the male. This is not the case. 
While many of our females are doing a creditable work, our male teachers are 
doing a service not less so. This fact must be patent to every one who looks 
at the efficient condition of our graded schools in Truro, Great Village, Upper 
Stewiacke, Tatamagoucho, and roily Village. Indeed, I must congratulate the 
head teachers of these for the admirable exhibition their respective schools 
made on tire day of my visit of inspection ; also that made by Mr. Dimock’s 
and Mr. Little's departments, in the Model Schools, on the day of the closing 
examination. These arc gentlemen of fine scholarship,—lonk experience in 
educational work, and have succeeded in bringing their schools to'*a very high 
degree of efficiency. And it is to be hoped that those in the country, who 
desire to prosecute their studies to a greater length than they have the means 

j to do in their own section, will avail themselves of the great facilities offered 
/here. I feel, that if they should do so, they will not be disappointed. Indeed 

the whole school is now under the management of such an accomplished and 
experienced staff of teachers> that the results cannot but be the most satis­
factory.

t But while sneaking of results, I am only too sorry, that I am not able to 
speak as favorably of our miscellaneous schools, as of our graded. We have, 
of course, many teachers who are doing all that can be expected of them. But 
there are many who have made an egregious mistake in assuming the ferule, 
and entering the school room. They know their attainments are such as do 
not warrant them to undertake the work demanded of them. Yet, with 
consciousness of this, what appears to be so astounding, is that they do not 
make any attempt, after school nours, by application to study, to prepare them­
selves for their work. The text book takes their place, does what it can, and 
the consequence is that the pupils become
parrots, they will give answers to questions when put in the exact Words in 
which they have been accustomed to hear them asked, but when in other terms 
they are like a ship's crew adrift at sea—they do not know where they are. I 
regret very much indeed that so many of our teachers allow themselves to 
fall into this method of doing their work. By pursuing such a course the 
great end #f education is almost wholly defeated, and the time spent by the 
scholars prow<Nff little avail. The understanding fails to grasp the ideas, the 
reasoning facilities are not awakened to activity, and the consequence is that 
there is no mentardevelopment and no progress made in education.

Fair progress, indeed, has been made; but it is not as satisfactory as we 
would like. Perhaps this is due, not merely to the want of proper attainments 
on the part of the teacher, and his or inaptitude to impart instruction, but 
as well to the custom of changing the teachers at the expiration of every term, 
so prevalent m many of our country sections. It matters little how success­
ful the present teacher may be, yet that teacher must be dismissed or allowed 
for the sake of an itlcrease of a few dollars to the salary, to accept of a Situa­
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tion in the neighboring section. The number of teachers, employed last winter 
in the same section, as during the previous time, was only 30, while last sum­
mer it was 62, This is more encouraging. The number removed to new sec­
tions for the winter term was 55, and for the summer 47, while the number of 
new teachers for the corresponding terms was respectively 18 and 11." Purely, 
when such a course is adopted, it is impossible for the scholars to make that 
progress they otherwise would do had the services of their former teacher* 
been continued. The newly employed teacher requires to spend so much time 
in review to discover the several attainments of the scholars, with a view to 
classification, and then a review is to be made in preparation for the closing 
examination, so that we see much of the time is consumed in performing work 
other than that which is newimd fresh to thp children. Whereas if the pre­
vious teacher had been contmued, a great portion of such could have been 
avoided, and more time devoted to the advancement of the pupils in their 
respective spheres of labor. '

Still further, we cannot look for progress in onr schools when there exists 
so much irregularity of attendance. Although it is great, yet I am pleased to 
be able to report a decided improvement upon last year. The nunitor daily?' 
present on an average for the time in session per 100 registered pupils for the 
winter of 1876, was 50.6 j in the corresponding term of 1870 it was 54.3.
The number daily present on an average for the full term, per 100 registered 
pupils, was, in the winter of 1876, 46.4; while in the winter of 1870 it 
reached 51.4 In the summer term, the result is still more encouraging. In 
1875 the number doily present on an average for the time the schools were in 

in the summer term of this year it rose to 67.00. 
greater interest manifested in our schools than for- 

( merly, and were it net for a number of sections in the Stirling District our 
average would be much larger than what it is. In No. 10 section, Stirling 
District, I foiind at school on the day of my visit of inspection, a mild day in 
March, 6 scholar* present. I, moreover, learned from the register that the 
teacher had been teaching a number of days with only 3 and 4 present, and 
several days with even 1 in attendance. This, of course, is the minimum at­
tendance, but I could mention other schools which, in this respect, had been 
almost equally demoralized. In the summer tenu, perhaps, this state of mat­
ters might, te â considerable degree, be remedied by allowing the Trustees to 
prescribe the time of holidays. I know that in certain parts of the county 

I they take place at a very inappropriate season. Children, who could attend 
I then, are required to remain at home, when the school is in operation, to assist,
' it may be, in securing the harvest or fall crop, and are consequently, for that 

time, deprived of its advantages. Were the time of the holidays differently 
arranged and placed at the disposal of the Trustees, such might be avoided 
and a more regular attendance secured. Such an arrangement, I think, would 
meet with the approval of the teachers generally and maintain the schools / 
throughout the year in a more efficient condition. It is to to hoped thatlsome 
such change may soon be effected, for in a county like this there should be a 
muc
sible to ex
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h higher attendance. So long as so much irregularity ^ireraiKjt is impos- 
itoexoectre adeq xpe how it is, that,xpect result* adequate to the amounts expended 

poses. We look in vein tor progress, and feel inclined .. -, ......
the trustees and people, who contribute so largely for the support of these 
schools, can think of deriving from the services of their teachers any benefit 
for their children, when sufficient interest is not evinced to see that they attend 
with any degree of regularity. What paltry excuses are allowed to retain 
them at home? How often are the inclinations of the child conrolted and
considered paramount to every other interest?

If any clues of perron* should exhibit a deep concern in the interest* of 
the school, that class Should be the Trustees. Instead of this being the case,
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however, we frequently fimjLIhe opposite to be true. In too many instances, 
with shame be it told, they are appointed for the expresi purpose of retarding 
the interests of the school. A trustSb attended the last annual school meet­
ing of his section, succeeded in passing a vote for the assessment of a paltry 
sum for the support of a school during the summer term, and exerted his in­
fluence to vote it down for the winter. Not satisfied with this, but exulting 

his apparent triumph, he snapped his fingers at those who showed an 
anxiety to have school during the whole! year, and said that so far as he was 
concerned he could avail himself of the privileges of the school in the adjoin­
ing section. But that trustee was ignorant. When he snapped his fingers he 
did not seem to know he was about % the full length of his tether. That 
most judicious provision, lately made in the law, leaving such, a privilege 
to be conferred to the recommendation of the Inspector, interfered and de­
barred him from the enjoyment oi the advantages of the neighboring section. 
We had him; he could not get over the fence,"and the consequence 
school was immediately put into operation. Although such a spirit as evinced 
by this trustee is not very frequently exhibited by the majority, throughout 
this coimty, yet I am sorry to state that indications of it are too often mani­
fested. If a school is kept in operation they place over it a teacher of the 
lowest grade whose services have been employed at the lowest sa'ary possible. 
They seldom if ever visit the school. They do not give the teachers that en­
couragement and co-operation so anxiously desired. Hence arise among the 
people much dissatisfaction and fault-finding with the teachers. Indeed it is 
generally the case that wherever we find the trustees active in the discharge of 
their duties and wide-awake to the interests of the school, there we find the 
most successful and satisfactory schools. The teacher’s hands are sustained in 
his or her work, the school-house is kept in constant repair, and the apparatus 
is never found wanting.

With regard to the apparatus furnished by the majority of our schools, I 
may say that it is entirely too inadequate to serve their wants. Most of our 
school houses possess maps of the Eastern and Western Hemispheres, a map 
of Nova Scotia and a quantity of blackboard surface. The maps forwarded by 
the Government I have been distributing among those schools most in need, 
and find they are performing a service in these long required. The blackboard 
surface, in many of the schools, stands in need of immediate repairs, and in its 
present condition utterly fails to fulfil the purposes tor which it was designed. 

^ Even when we find the blackboard surface in good repair and all that might be 
W desired, it is no uncommon thing to discover that the Trustees neglect to pro­

vide chalk. This is quite a cheap article and it is to be hoped that the Sec­
retaries of the several Boards of Trustees will in future not fail to supply such 
an indispensible requisite. Without it is impossible for work to go on satis­
factorily. The blackboard is required to be used jn the recitation of every 
lesson, and when this is not done the recitation is not made effectively.1 The 
average number of square feet of blackboard surface in the County is 64. The 
number of Ball Frames reported is only 63,—24 Globes, 25 Clocks, 95 Hand 
Bells, 3 Thermometers, 35 English Dictionaries for teachers desk, 2 Biographi­
cal Dictionaries, and 3 Gazetteers. Several of the sections have been indeed 
so dilatory in providing such apparatus as is indispensible to the performance 
of the work of school successfully, that, upon my report, the Board has author­
ized me to retain an amount of the County grant sufficient to furnish such. 
This, no doubt, will have a salutary effect upon other sections similarly situated, 
and their schools will consequently be better able to exhibit a more satisfactory 
and efficient work than they have hitherto done.

The work done in the schools, upon the whole, has during the past year 
been quite satisfactory. But we cannot look for very satisfactory results 
from the schools in those sections having from 80 to 100 children from 5 to
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15 years of age, presided over by a single teacher, who is required to do the 
whole work of instruction. This is she case with thft following sections : - 
Murphy’s, River Jno. Road, PortaupiqA, and East River, F. I. Each of these 
sections should have a school house wi\h two departments, under the super­
vision of two efficient teachers. Of course it is to their pecuniary advantage 
to continue as they are. By the employment of one teacher the Cpunty grants 
are generally such as will relieve them almost entirely from any sectional 
assessment. This is helping themselves oüe way, but it is not fulfilling the 
intention of the law or securing for their children that mental training the 
country now demands of them. True the Portaupique and East River Sections 
have school houses with two departments, but they have what the Trustees 
call an unlicensed assistant. But they are no assistants—they are teachers 
without licenses. They keep a separate register and conduct their work apart 
from thejtincipal school. Their pupils never come under the supervision of 
the teachers. Such must be the case, if an assistant is to be employed. The 
Trustees^therefore, cannot properly obtain an allowance of the County grant 
otherwise due, for the attendance of the*scholars under their tuition. The 
Council of Public Instruction should not tolerate such practice. An enact­
ment should at once be made prohibiting sections having the number of children 
that the above mentioned have from 5 to 15 years of age, from receiving a 
County grant for an average attendance over 36, unless they have in employ­
ment a Jieénsed assistant or two teachers. When a single teacher undertakes 
the work required in the school in such sections, that teacher, in -attempting 
to discharge successfully the duties demanded, either seriously impairs his or 
her health, or the school becomes a complete failure.

The principal work to which the teachers in the country school are required 
to devote most of their attention, is that of reading and arithmetic. Writing, of 

-course, assumes a prominent part, but it appears to me not so much so as the 
• others. Perhaps this is the reason why there is so much indifl'erent penman­
ship observed among our scholars. They do not have the practice which makes 
perfect. But if they do not have it in writing, they do in reading ; yet they 
have not reached, that degree of proficiency which we might term “ perfect,”—far 
from it. During my visits of inspection this Summer, I have been particular 
in examining our teachers giving lessons to the younger scholars just commenc­
ing to read. I think I have discovered why we have so much bad reading in - 
our schools. In fact I cannot very well see, from the manner in which instruc­
tion is given, how it coiild be otherwise. .It is with those just beginning that 
our teachers make the grand mistake jn teaching reading. I know it requires 
much time but it will be time profitably spent. When once they have com­
menced right the work is half done. No series oi books can do this for the 
teacher. The black-board, under his or her strict supervision, will do 
than the text book. And when once the child has acquired an idea of expression, \ 
by little care on the part of the teachers, it will, when advanced to the Third X 
or Fourth Reader, render its lessons as natural as if it was speaking its own X 
sentiments. If the black-board was, moreover, more generally used in teaching 
arithmetic—in explaining and illustrating its several principles—I believe more 
satisfactory results would be reached in this department of study. Besides I 
am convinced that many of our teachers commit a great mistake in allowing 
their scholars to take up the study of the higher branches, before they are 
thoroughly grounded in the more elementary narts. I often think that many of 
our teachers have actually realized the very adhe of their ambition, when they 
are able to state to the Inspector that they have so many in algebra, so many 
ki geometry and so many in practical mathematics. I am, of course, always 
pleased to see scholars thus far advanced^but when they do not thoroughly un­
derstand the principles of arithmetic over which they have gone, I cannot biit 
think that the study of them is very often a great loss of time. Geometry and
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coï.c'rtteTEn county. 17wmmmàlast Summer sent express orders to the teacher of his school, commanding her 

“8‘ >, tei;dl,n,,y ,Ellch branches But I hope that day is now passed when 
teachers shall receive orders with such commands as these. 1963 studied 
grammar orally, and 1612 the textbook. In the Winter term there were 
«tudyrog geography oraiyx2968; of Nova Scotia, 1411; general, 1589 • in 
the Summer, orally, 3499 ; MrarBcotia, 1018 ; general, 14581 In the Winter 
term 815 were engaged in the studVof British American History, and 1150 
Br,t*a'1 History. In Summer lOo/llntish American, and-848 British. -,

The Books employed as Text Books are those prescribed by the Council of 
Public Instruction. They are now almost universally furnished by the scholars 
themselves. I have received of Messrs. A. & W. Mackinlay copies of the 
Eoyal Series of Headers and Wall Cards, which I have slightly examined and 
found to be works oi excellent merit. The plan pursued in the presentation of 
the matter is superior, while the scope of the subjects treated is vafy comnre- 

■®”®1V6' ,The. ?-lect”ns are choice and varied, and cannot M to create in the 
*h,1!d,a“i“bf?rblng '“terest in the lesson. Besides, the numerous illustrations, 
which ill their pages, must necessarily be an inestimable assistance to the • 
scholar, in grasping the sentiments of the writer, and in forming a clear concep­
tion of the question under discussion. But the most pleasing feature f think 
III the whole series, are the Wall Cards for beginners. These are calculated to 
supply a desideratum long felt in our country schools, and their introduction 
must be a source of great satisfaction to our teachers. The Coffins’ Series of 

“°.‘ -vct b“llKthe opportunity of seeing, and cannot therefore
Sp™k' !r^l Ttï rbeTR:,yai Sffles’ however, I would be pleased to see at 
once introduced, although I have always been opposed to the change of the 
present Headers with a view to the improvement of our reading in theschools.

* — ““ - «»
, ^th regard to the school-houses in this County, I am pleased to be able 
to report so favorably. Many have been repaired, and many sections are 
making preparations for the erection of new ones. The hoiises in Lower 
Economy, Upper Economy, tower Stewiacke East, Chiganoise, Shubenacadie, 
and some other sections, which, last year, were in such a dilapidated condition

Boards have authorized me to notify them, that suctfproviaion must be made
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Most respectfully submitted,
D. H. SMITH.Bev. A. S. Hunt, A. M.,

Superintendent of Education.
i
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PICTOU COUNTY.

D. MacDokald, Inspector,

I have the honor of presenting the following Report on the state of our ' 
Public Schools in the County of Pictou for the year I8T6.

Sib,—

Were brevity the most essential element in a Report I might sum up the 
■whole in the laconic .expression, “ It has 1seen a year of marked prosperity.”1 
However, details must be presented to warrant the conclusion.

Sections.—No new sections have been organized. Of the 132 sections 
established, 6 had no school during any part of the year—three have allowed 
their schools to terminate from the want of children ; the other three have not 
yet had schools. One of the latter, viz: No. 19, Black River, built a 
inodious house, and made all the necessary preparations to open a school ou 
the first of May last. Diphtheria made its appearance in that, and in the ad­
joining section, (Plainfield), and it was deemed judicious not to open the school. 
The school in the other was closed for upwards of forty days people,
chiefly of school age, were carried off by the matidy, Another has made pro­
vision for nuilding; the remaining 4 will probably remain inoperative for 
sofiie years.

No. 59, Upper Toney River, built a neat little house, and opened school 
thé 1st May. No. 60, Beech Hill, finished their house in good style, and had a 
school in operation-during the whole year. Pictou and New Glasgow have 
each added another Primary Department, malting four new schools opened 
during the year.

New Houses.—In addition to the two just mentioned, No. 50, Scotch Hill 
West, has finished a very commodious building, and occupied it since the mid­
dle of the Winter term. New Glasgow has completed a neat and substantial 
edifice on the west side of the river, designed for two departments. It is oc­
cupied by the new Primary School. Thus four houses have been completed 
and opened during the year.

Houses in course of erection.—There are thrfe houses in course of completion, 
’ viz: in Section No. 28, Hardwood Hill, in the.north district, and No. 20, 

Blue Mountains, and 69, Granton, in the south district.
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Out-houses and premises.—Very creditable progress has been made in pro­

viding these almost indispensable appendages to school premises. Almos| 
every section has a fuel^iouse, and nearly the half have the other buildings 
also. Very little has yet been done towards enclosing or improving the play­
grounds. Section No. 25, Plainfield, merits special notice. There are but a few 
years since it was dropped from the list of poor sections. It has built one of the 
largest and best houses in the County—erected the required out-houses, and en­
closed the play-ground (upward of f of an acre), with a neat picket fence, and 
gates large and small. It is also maintaining a very efficient school. It has 
set a noble example to many more extensive and wealthy stations.

There are yet two Jog-houses in the County; the one on Pictou Island will 
soon be superseded by a more modern and commodious building. Provision 
has been made for that purpose. The other in Section No. 51, Marsh at head 
of Barney’s River, is a wretched hovel. We tolerate the.usmg of it in the 
Summer season owing to the small, scattered ajud poor population.
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Schools in operation.—There were 137 schools in operation in the Winter 
term, 63 in the North and 74 in the South District; and 153 during the Sum­
mer term, viz ; 70 in the North and 83 in the South District, m.Mng a total 
of 290 during the year, being but one more than in the preceding year.

, .Time in nation.--These were in session an aggregate of 31305 days viz'-— 
lo534 during the Winter, and 16771 in the Summer term, being 727 days in 
advance of 1875 . 3

Pupils Registered.—-In Winter there were 6883 pupils enrolled, 2998 in the 
north and 3S85 in the South ; in Summer there were 7299, viz : 3158 in the 
north and 4241 in the south district (making a yearly total of 14282) being 36 
more than in the year 1875. The total numbe/of children at school for some 
portion of the year was 8483, being an increase of 103 over the previous year. 
-nh!2r' ,?,?to t,10 B Beturns there are 8155, and according to the A Keturns 
1996 children between the ages of 5 and 15 years, a discrepancy of 487- the 
number between 5 and 15 tlat attended school in the Summer was 6932 
leaving 1044 children of sch Jil age not at school at all. The number reported 
last year was 1590, hence «fere has been a gain of 456 during the year In 
Winter there were only 22 pupils enrolled under 5 years, in summer there 
were 102 ; in Winter the number over 15 years was 814, in the Summer 365 • 
m Winter there were 3817 boys and 3066 girls; in Summer 3788 boys and 
8611 girls. 3

'

Attendance.—The grand total days attendance by all the pupils was in 
Winter was 413,461.5; in Summer 419,246, making a yearly aggregate of 
831,713 days, shewing an excess of 69,732.5 days over that of 1876 The 
total days in 1875 exceeded that of 1874 by 12,240 days, and that of 1876 ex­
ceeds that of 1875 by 69,7321. The average attendance for the full term was 
37/6.9, and for the time in session 4085.7, being an increase of 471 9 and 401 
respectively over the previdus year. The No. daily present on an average for 
time in session per 100 enrolled, was in Winter 52.9, in Summer 55 2 • No 
daily present or an average for the full term per 100 registered, was in Winter 
50, in Summer 51.05 ; being 4.1 and 3.3 respectively over that of 1875.

With one school more in operation, 36 more pupils registered, and 727 days 
more in session, we have an increase of 69,732 days attendance, with a propor­
tionate increased average and per centage, is most encouraging to me officially 
and should be gratifying to every friend of Education. If such progress as this 
continue, as I hope it will, the necessity of a Compulsory Attendance law will 
be greatly diminished in this County at least.

Teachers.—Daring the Winter there were 142 licensed'teachers and assist­
ants employed, 4 were substitutes. The teachers of the evening schools were 
those ot the day schools. In Summer there were 166 teaShers and 2 assistants 
3 were substitutes. There was the same number in Winter as in the preceding 
year, but an increase of 8 in Summer. I~*i

WlNTEB TeBH.

A. B. C. D. E. Total.

Males.. 
Females.

1 26 17 13 57
1 36 ;S36 12 85

Total 1 27 63 49 12 142
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Summer Term.

Total.

Males... 
Females

58

Assistants 10»

Total 158

In winter there were 51 males and 85 females ; in summer 58 males and 
100 females. This shows an increase of 16 males and an decrease of 8 females 
during the year; and an increase of 11 grade B, 6 grade 0, and 6 grade E, 
with an decrease of 1 A, and 13 D.

In winter there were 18 young teachers, and in summer 9, and theie were 
86 others in winter and 30 in summer who hÀ not tgught in this County dur- y 
ing the previous term. The majority of our teachers are young in years and 
in experience. Of those engaged in the winter term 86 had not been over 8 
years in the service, and in summer there were 100; of the males 10 had 
taught from 5 to 7 years, and 8 upwards of 7 ; of the females 9 from 6 to 7, 
and 7 for upwards of 7 years. In winter 66 remained in the same section as 
in the previous term, and SO removed; in summer 81 remained and 88 
removed.

Work done :—Where there is so large a number it would be extraordinary 
to find all successful. There were a few entire failures, and some that succeed­
ed but middling well, yet the great majority manifested skill, fidelity and 
perseverance, &d secured success. There is of course as great diversity of 
tact and manner as of persons. Some are systematic and neat in everything, 
others energetic and active, but do their work in a loose, incomplete maimer, 
and allow their school-room and'all pertaining thereto to bs untidy and con­
fused, they are always in a hurry and. “ every thing in a bustle,” and yet their 
pupils make good progress.

AH the ordinary branches have received more or less attention. Drawing, 
hitherto almost entirely neglected, has received increased attention, especially 
in the summer term. In winter there was a total of 1694, and in summer 
8736 that were studying' it. The total in 1875 was 1206. Of course the 
work yet done is purely elementary.

The greatest obstacles to success are the want of skill, and consequently the 
want of taste on the part of teachers ; and prejudice on the part of parents and 

« Trustee»—-many regard it a mere waste of time, and some have even forbidden 
it. This is illustrative of the old maxim; “They that know nothing fear 
nothing f we got along without it and1 so may they.

Writing :—This continues the most unsatis&ctoiy branch. The want of 
system, and of firmness on the part of teachers is the great cause. Too many 
have studied no system themselves, and cannot teach what they do not Imow ; 
others, for fear of giving ofiénce, take any kind of copies, or of paper the parents 
may provide ; or, do without any, as the case may be. In some schools there 
are almost every variety of copies, and in some nothing but Hank foolscap 
paper. In aU eases I insist upon the teachers taking nothing but the proper 

■ article, I recommend them to choose some one of the prescribed series ; and 
when a pupil requires a copy, to give the name and No. on a slip of paper, that 
the parent may know exactly what to provide. Where system in this respect 
is followed we find very satisfactory resuite.

Nova Scotia Hietory Is very generally taught to some extent. In the Statis­
tical Table under the head “Mietory British America,” Nova Scotia alone
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receives attention. We are getting to have too many Text Books.! 
nothing but the out lines contained in Calkin’s Geography of No 
others use Campbell's School History, a few use Miles’History of/Canada, and 

Hodgin’s. Harper’s History of the Maritime Provinces is as 
known. The Multiplicity of Books is an evil, and the sooner we ha>e a 
History of the Dominion adapted to our Public Schools, prepared and intro­
duced; and all others excluded, (except as teachers’ books of reference) the 
better. Parents complain, and justly, of the expense of so many kinds of 
books.

' In a few instances we found History, as well as some other branches, 
taught orally with much greater success than when a tort book'is placed in 
the bands of every child. v It

Supplies.—About 100 schools may be said to be well supplied with all the! 
ordinary requisites, about 25 middling, and 20 poor, and the other 8 very poor.'
Of the last class, No. 45, Lismore, stands unrivalled. In the winter term, in 
a school of 79' pupils, only/our copies of any kind could be found, and they 
not of the prescribed series. The teacher had some difficulty in fifidjife that 
number, and to do him justice, I must admit, he seemed ashamed to produce 
them. Beading books and eveiwthing else were scarce. It is the poorest, 
school in the county, though one of the largest and most wealthy sections. This 
year the Trustees reported 53 rate-payers with $31,990 worth of.property liable 
to assessment for school purposes, and 120 children of school age. In 1873 they 
reported $54,370 worth of property. The teacher, in charge in the summer 
term, had wrought up the school into a state of as great efficiency as the want 
of means would permit. No. 64, Wentworth Grant, and No. 39, Upper New 
Lairg, stand next upon this list, that is, for scarcity of supplies. I ate these 
as specimens of our worst condition. To specify the condition of each in this , 
report would swell it to a large extent, and could serve no useful purpose.

Maps, Dictionaries, fyc.—Hitherto I have Complained of the scarcity of 
books of reference for the teachers’ desks. Many trustees do.not understand 
what is meant by a “Ball Frame,” “English Dictionary for the Teacher’s desk,” - 
Ac., as is evident from such answers as the following : Under the head “ No. 
of Ball Frames,” Answer 144, others 72, Ac.; and under the head “No. of 
English Dictionaries for the Teacher’s desk,”—20,15, Ac. In the 
giving the number of balls on the frame, and in the other the number of 
dictionaries belonging to the scholars. -1

During the year 24 ball frames, 40 English dictionaries and 124 wall maps 
have been supplied. This has been the result of a special effort. With the' 1 i 
concurrence of the School Commissioners, I mode an arrangement with certain 
Booksellers to supply what was required. I carried the articles with me, de 
livered them to the schools at the booksellers retail price, and retained their 
amount out pf the said Section’s county grant at the end of the term. I ob 
tamed Nelson’s wall maps, and McKinWe Nova Scotia. The system of 
drawing introduced is “ Smith’s Manual of Free Hand Drawing,” with cards 
to match. I am sorry to say, my effort has not been appreciated, neither has 
it proved profitable nor agreeable. Some have retained the articles for 4 or 5 
months until the annual meeting, and then returned them with the remark 
“ not wanted.” Others have retained them but refuse to pay for them. There 
have, however, been some honorable exceptions. I am confident that good has 
been done. I insist upon every section coming up to the minimum standard 
of supply reeemmeqdwl by Council, and consider that the easiest way to do so 
is to add somethinghach term. Hereafter I shall exercise more strongly 4he 
authority vested inf the Inspectors and School Commissioners in regard to 
supplies. <

Pidou Academy and our High School Dspertmwti^-The Academy still en-, 
joy* the services of A. H. MacKey, Beq,, B. A., as Principal. F. W. Georgs,
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Pictou Academy....................
“ “ Preparatory Sch’l

8 f

ill Total. 8

New Glasgow Jligh School,
\ “ “ Preparatory Sch’l.

Total.

River John.......... .
Stellarton.........................
Westville........................
Albion Mines...................

:
Total. 8

Several of the teachers in rural sections give instruction in Latin, Greek, 
French and Practical Mathematics, as well as Algebra and Geometry.

These schools do a good work in preparing the young people for the Aca­
demy, and should be encouraged. Many however object to the teaching 
of these branches at all in our public schools, as too much of the teacher’s 
time is taken therewith, and thereby detracted from the general interests of the 
school.

V

Ilf

As mentioned in a former, report, I consider the establishment of a few 
such schools, and the granting them an increased allowance, worthy of serious 
consideration.

$

Trustees, Visitation, (Jr.—I am sorry that Trustees undervalue the import­
ance of VmtalepgAnd in many cases ignore the requirements of the law en­
tirely in tins rejmdtft,; There are many instances of persons holding the office 
for three yqara and nover entering thp school during that time. Hijd Inspect- 

' ore the, power; to enforce the penalty prescribed for neglect of duty it might 
have been exercised with advantage to the schools. Members of a community

It:
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I Esq., A. M., retired at the beginning of the year. The Trustees found some 

difficulty in supplying his place as his withdrawal was unexpected at that time. 
He has been succeeded by Mr. Robert McLellan who occupied a subordinate 
situation for some years. Though this young gentleman has not been ambiti­
ous of honorary titles and has never sought them, he is earning for himself the 
reputation of a devoted, successful Classical teacher, and has folly maintained, 
if not enhanced the efficiency of the institution since he assumed the duties. 
The attendance though not so large as in some former sessions, was respectable. 
New Glasgow High School under the charge of Mr. McLean continues to do 
a good work. This gentleman, like Mr. McLellan, allows his work tb speak 
for him, and has never sought .honorary titles, being contented with a grade B. 
One of his pupils won a scholarship in Dalhousie College last year, and another 
this year. One, Mr. Howard Murray, obtained a grade A license at the last 
Teachers’ Examination, having made a total average of 79.19. The average on 
each of his classical papers was higher than this. Four others (3 young ladies 
and 1 young man) obtained grade B, having made averages varying from 01.02 
to 75.94. The River john High School Department has at length obtained 

i the status of a High School Under the judicious and efficient management of 
Messrs. Bogers and Jas, H. Forbes, successively.

The following table-will give a clear view of the work performed in the 
Academy and the High and Preparatory Departments of our Graded 
Schools :—
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\
•dislike the idea of proceeding against their neighbors. The corporate body of 
Trustees as well" as the committee of Town Council in Pictou have been very 
remiss in this ditty, 
merit the credit, not the trustees.

During the year Trustees made 1,224 visits, the Inspector 316, Commis­
sioners 49, Members of Legislature 14, Clergymen 190, Teachers 582, other 
persons 3,228. .

As a rule schools prosper id proportion to the interest manifested.
, Terminal Examinations.—18 schools closed at the end of winter term 

without an examination having been «died; in lûgthe teachers announced an 
examination, but no person attended ; 124 held aplnamination. The aggregate 
•attendance of visitors was 1,253. In summer, 13 closed without ; 1 called for 
an examination, but nobody attended; 140 held an examination, and 1,662 
visitors attended. L

Teachers' Examination—At the Pictou Station 69 candidates attended, and 
"92 at New Glasgow. Of the 161 examined 72 &iled to obtain any Claes, the 
great majority were very young and could not have been permitted to teach 
had they succeeded. Seven young ladies competed for Grade B, 6 of whom 
succeeded. Miss Cavanagh made an average of 75.94, Miss Thompson 71.26,
Miss Brownrigg 09.07, Miss McQueen 61.02 and Miss Mackay 58.42, all very 

J z -respectable numbers for young ladies : of 11 young men that competed only 4 
succeeded ; the highest average made was 7L73. All honor to the ladies.
There were 5 candidates for grade A, 4 were successful.

There is an anomaly in .the Begulations of Council that requires attention.
At present grade B is reckoned first class for males, and grade C for females ; 
yet grade B and C of both sexes reepive the same amount from Government. A 
.gradé C male teaching in a poor section receives the ms-third, additional, 
whereas a grade C female will not. If grade C is first class for females, what 
is the position of females holding B? By all means drop the grade B entirely, 
make the three grades or the 4, viz., Academic A, and BCD first, second and 

I-*- third," respectively, and place\the sexes on an equality, both as regards qualifi­
cations and remuneration. A

Sfliuut.—In winter 13 teachers obtained the bonus, andin summer 28, three 
" of whom were young ladies.

Amendments.—Ail the recent amendments have given general, if not 
«niversai satisfaction. All are unquestionably in the right direction.

This County, especially the Country Sections, are very, dissatisfied with the 
time fixed for the summer vacation. As reported formerly, the whole month 
of July is the best in the term for children to attend echoed. And Trustees 
are tempted to keep their schools open during the whole months ; and that for 
two valid reasons, first, a much larger number of children, esih get the benefit 
of the school, as many can attend for two weeks longer then that can not attend 
<tt all affarwardq; second, that they may draw a proportionately larger amount 

' from the County Fund. Their doing so secures to them an advantage 
sections that comply with the Begulation, by closing their schools at the tune 
prescribed. '1

It is impossible to frame a law to satisfy all parties, Or iff this matter to 
hear justly upon all parts of the Province. I, in common with the Board of 
•School Commissioners, would press the suggestion hitherto made, viz. : “leave 
the determining of the time to the Commissioners and Inspectors of the several- 
Counties." Another valid ground of complaint among teacherwis, what they 

ft and others term “partial legislation.” Why should the length of the school ; 
-term be shorter in cities, towns and villages ttan in country sections? or in 
some villages and. not in others ? They, very properly, ask why do teachers in 
Halifax, Pictou, Ne* Glasgow, e., receive as much fcr 160, or 106 days ser- 
woe as we teoeive for 111 days? Heir longer vacation should be sufficientnr

If schools prove efficient in such cases, the teachers
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1
without their being paid a larger sum. This anomaly should be discontinued, * 
securing justice and equality to all.

Irregular attendance and a remedy therefor continue to engross attention. 
Though marked improvement has taken place in this county, there is still room 
for greater. If the public were alive to duty, and willing to perform it, there 
would Jbe no necessity for action. Whilst we labour assiduously to induce the 
performance of duty, we succeed with those who are susceptible to the call 
of conscience; but we must remember that “lawk for the lawless and dis­
obedient," and that there are many such in regard to the duty of educating their 
families ; to reach such there mue» be law. The question that appears to- 
be exercising the judgment of Educationists, is, not so much the propriety of 
a Compulsory Education Law, as the best character or form of such a measure.

There appeared in a recent English Paper1 under a statement headed “ Com­
pulsory Education in England," the following : “ The. enforcement of the Com­
pulsory Education System has resulted in increasing the attendance of children 
upon the schools in London by 100,000. The average increase in London and 
10 other cities was 50 per cent. ; in Birmingham 180 per cent., in Hull 99, and 
in Sheffield 120 per cent.” If “like causes produce like results,f and if our 
circumstances are at all similar, might not similar enactments produce like- 
results in Nova Scotia?

The difficulty of dealing with the “ street Arabs ” that are found in streets 
of even our villages, calls for some more direct and efficacious mode of dealing 
With them, and “ a truant law ” seems to hold out a hopeful remedy.

‘ In answer to the argument that a Compulsory Attendance Law is harsh and 
disagreeable, and interferes with true liberty, the man possessed of property 
bujt without children replies, “ Is it not just asharsh, and disagreeable to me 

polled to pay for educating other persons children, and to have my 
1 taxes increased in consequence of their not attending school ?” The

<6

com
... . same

principle of compulsion applies in both cases. A Compulsory Attendance Law 
seems a necessary sequence of the compulsory support of education.

Solaria.—In Winter the amount paid by Trustees from local 
$12,618.06, and in Summer $12,315.11. Amount for the year $24,993.17, 
being only $9.44 in excess of that paid in 1875. The amount raised by 
ment by vote of rate-payers was $21,126,41. The total receipts from alt 
sources amount to $40,557.66. Debts paid off $1288.74; expended m repairs 
*869.62; for fuel $1595.08; in buildings $4480.07. Total expenditure 887,- 
380.29. The receipts exceed those of 1876 by $5834.49, and the expenditure 
•184.66. The indebtedness of sections has increased $557.08.

To expect that universal satisfaction with the school law, and. with theman- 
ner in which it is carried out, should exist, would be unreasonable. There is no- 
law, human or divine, that has satisfied til. Many in this County regret that 
a portion of the Provincial Press that professes impartiality and assumes to, 
mould and to guide public sentiment in both politics and relie 

idée in déprécia

sources was

assess-
’*
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a portion of the Provincial Press that professes impartiality and assumes to, 
mould and to guide public sentiment in both politics and religion, should per­
sistently indulge in depreciating the working of our school system, and in 
extolling everything in certain other countries, some of which appreciate our 
system and express their approval both of the system mid of its operation.

Let us all deyote our influence in a friendly spirit to, the perfecting both of 
the system and the working thereof. It is not so much legislation that is now- 
required, as energy, determination and prudence in carrying out the -laws and 
regulations established.

It has pleased the Almighty to remove by death Mies Mary B. MacKay, of 
New Glasgow, a Grade C teacher of several years’ experience. She 
•maible, devoted and successful teacher—possessed of a,power of will and deter­
mination which she devoted-to education and to the advancement of temper­
ance principles among the young.

In eoncluiion I would reiterate the request that the Legislature authorise
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ANTIGONISH eOtTNTT. es,

the payment of School Commissioners a reasonable amount per day for time 
actually spent in the interests of Education. Their duties are often heither 
light nor agreeablè, and it does seem unreasonable to expect gentlemen to sacri­
fice their time and means for their counties' good gratuitously. Let the 
amount necessary be paid out of the County fund.

I remain most respectfully,
Tour obedient servant, •

daniel Macdonald.
i

A. S. Hunt, A. M.,
Superintendent of Education*

l

ANTIGONISH COUNTY.

A. McIsaac, Inspector.
Sib,—

In the Winter term -of last year 65 sections had school, employing tl 
teachers. Of this number 44 were males, 15 of whom held gradé B license,
19 grade 0, and » grade D. Of the remainder, 2T females, 13 held grade C,.
9 grade D, and 6 grade E. In the same term 3103 pupils were registered.

In the Summer term 68 sections had school, haring 75 teachers, 40 of 
whom were males and 85 females. Of the males 19 held grade B, 13 grade 0, 
and 6 grade D. Of the females 18 held grade 0,11 grade D, and 9 grade E.
The number registered were 3898. 1

The large and populous section of Harbor AuBouche, No. 33, which for 
years had a graded school, at the last May meeting was divided into- three sec­
tions, and the two additional ones thereby formed made the necessary provision 
at the ensuingannual meeting to build And equip suitable school houses. Another 

. section, Hiver Fraser’s Grant, which had beep established shortly before 
ttie beginning of the year, erected a school hoqse, and had school both terms.

Last Summer a magnificent school-house, euSciently large to accomodate 
five teachers was built in the town of Antigonish. .This building together 
with another equally creditable ohe finished a year previously and designed to 
accommodate four teachers, bespeaks the generosity and educational spirit of 
the town section. Already six teachers' are employed in town, and the build- 
ings just mentioned afford ample school room for three more whenever the 
increase of pupils will require their services. *

For a fuller statistical view of the schools of the County f refer ydu to the 
Tables and Abstracts already forwarded.

The hindrance to general progress which I frequently felt it my duty to ✓ 
g to your notice, still exists. 1 mean the lingering disposition of mani<f 

people not only to be content with, but tq prefer the cheapest teacher. It ia\ 
certainly no pleasure to me to be allowed, m fact to be obliged,' to repeat coin- X 
plaints which I hoped would be unjustifiable before now. Yet the same grounds 
nearly or all exist, and.so long as they do, I consider it my duty to reiterate 
them without any exaggeration or disguise. As a consequence, the teacher of 
inferior qualification has more facility in getting employment than the one 
trained and experienced. The number poorly qualified more rapidly 
increase when they find that Trustees and parents determine the value of a , X ; 
teacher by the salary he asks, and take the lowest figure as the criterion of the 
highest value. The efficient ones lose inclination and respect for their calling
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when they find this standard of fitness so general. - Even many teachers 
who would otherwise be attentive and diligent, on observing the apathy and 
indifference on the part of those most interested in their employment, become 
themselves also remiss in their discharge of duty. And it is but.almost natural 
that they would ; for neither teacher nor trustees can be expected to work with 
much zeal when they receive little or no sympathy from those who should 
manifest the greater interest in the success of the school. This indifference 
which has such chilling effect on the zeal of trustees and teacher displays itself 
in the non-attendance of parents at annual.meetings unless for the purpose of 
opposing the expense necessary to give efficiency to the school ; in allowing 
their children to be irregular in their attendance, in their neglect to visit the , 
school, in their failure to see that their children study at home as well as at 
school in order to secure proficiency, and in various other ways. I am happy 
to assure you that we have many good teachers in spite of the disadvantages I 
have stated—teachers who in every sense of the word are fityfor their position, 
although in some cases the compensation and even the gratitude they receive 
from those they benefit do not render their lot over-desirablei. In fact I may 
say we have more good teachers than good schools, because owing to the fre­
quent change of teachers, seldom is a good one kept long enough in a section 
to raise the school to any degree of efficiency and advancement. Barely is he 
continued for two consecutive terms, and then he is succeeded by a stranger, 
perhaps, to what should be taught, and to the method of imparting instruction 
with which the pupils had been familiarized. Hence the good work the retir­
ing one had been accomplishing, must be arrested Until the successor becomes 
*eSuarated with the relative aptitude of the different pupils, and learns his 
own position. Sometimes this first requisite of his duty may be impossible for 
him. Hie inferior attainments may unfit him for tt, and then the period of his 

' engagement has to be spent in some authoritative pretense of dispensing in­
struction. He leaves, and another stranger succeeds, who may or may not be 
an improvement. Progress must be precarious 'which, has to be promoted by 
the different systems of such different and indifferent teachers.

I have to tender my thanks to the Commissioners who are ever active, at 
much sacrifice and inconvenience, in .the discharge of duties which the law is 

• ungenerous enough to expect them to perform without reward.
Tours respectfully,
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BeV. A. 8. Hunt, A. M.,
Superintendent of Education.
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: CAPE BRETON COUNTY.

A. McKinnon, Inspector.

J beg Jeave to submit the following brief annual report of the schools at 
work in the vear ended October 81st, 1816. ' .

In the Winter term there were one hundred and thirteen schools and de­
partments in operation, with four thousand eight hundred and thirty-four 
(4884) registered pupils, being an increase of two hundred and eighteen (218) 
on the corresponding term of last year ; and in the Summer term, we had five 
theusapd four hundred and seventy-two (6472) registered pupils, being an in­
crease <m the corresponding term of last year of six hundred and thirty-eight
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The following table indicates the number, grade and sex of teachers 
employed :

Winter Tebh.

Females.Males. Total.
Males..,,.. .79 
Females.... 34

1 C 10
20 D 10

E16 14
......... 42 113

V Summer Term. 

Females.Males. • Total.
Males.... 
Females... .42 '

A 1 11 82
B...... 20 10
C 17 21
D 44 Both 124

You will notice an increase of eleven in the number of teachers employed 
during the Summer over the Winter term ; and also a corresponding increase 
in the number of departments in operation in spite of dull times, scarcity of 
money nnd general depression in our coal trade, which is the principal product 
of this county.

School houses.—The Trustees of School Section, No. 46, Little Bras D’or 
East, have finished a very comfortable new house, tolerably well equipped with 
wall maps, black-board surface, &c. Also the Trustees of Section, No. 11, 
Little Glace Bay, are building an additional house which will be, according to 
contract, completed early in May next. There is also a new house in course of 
erection in Coxheath Section, which is understood to be finished and ready for 
school purposes in the beginning of the Summer term. The rate-payers of 
Gabarus Section at then1 annual meeting voted a liberal sum towards the build­
ing of a new house, which probably will be finished at an early date. Louis- 
burg East where there was no school, for a number of years, have this fall 
established a school ; but having no school-house owned by the Section, were 
obliged to rent a house until such time as they could build.

For the past year considerable improvements have been made in school ac­
commodations, either in building new houses or repairing old ones, yet in many 
sections in the outlying districts the accommodations are not at all what they

■

"

tsho be.
Soolcs, Maps, Furniture and Apparatus.—In four sections only the books 

are kept as public property. In the other sections each pupil provides and 
possesses such books as he requires. The Hemispheres, Nova Scotia and 
Dominion Maps are generally used in all the schools.

Furniture and. Apparatus.—In respect to these considérable improvement 
has been made in many sections, although there are still many sections wofully 
in need.

The County Academy, with all its departments under the supervision of the 
Bev. James Christie, A. M., a gentleman of high culture, is doing remarkably 
well. North Sydney School under the charge of Mr. Bindrees is making good 
and steady progress, and the same can be said of Sydney Mines Sehoele under the 
superintendence of Mr. McLeod, one of the most successful, if not the most 
succeWful, teacher in the county.

Glace Bay, Bridgeport, Lingan, Cow Bay and other schools are making 
very fair progress. e '

1 Bespeetfully yours,
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A. MoKINNON.6
Bet. A. Hunt, A. M.,- . 

Superintendent 0/ Education. ■Jt
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Whiter Term...
<ù

Summer Term..

E. Male. Female. Total.

Male.
Female.

21 21
100 10028

Total.12128

E. Male. Female. Total.

........  18 Male.
Ill 111 Female.

18
37

129 Total.1 8 46 37 37

The abstracts already forwarded contain the statistics of the schools and 
sections in detail. In the (Winter term there were one hundred and twenty- 
one schools and departments in operation, arid in the Summer term one hun­
dred and twenty-nine. Of these, the District of Parrsboro’ had twenty-two, 
an advance of six over the corresponding term of last year.

New School House».—Three new school houses have been built during the 
year ; two in Little River, in Cumberland proper, and one in New Prospect, 
Parrsboro*. ' I am sorry to say that in Little River both sections closed school 
while they were bjiilding, rind deprived the children of the advantages of the 
Summer term.

Diskÿcte.—The County of Cumberland is divided into two School Districts. 
1st. Cumberland proper. 2nd. Parrsboro*. Each District has a separate 
School Board of its own. The Board of Cumberland proper meets semi­
annually in Amherst, and the Parrsboro’ Board meets in Mill Village. This 
arrangement gives four regular meetings of School Boards in the year. / _ 

Number of Section».—The whole number of School Sections in the County is 
One Hundred and Thirty-bioht. In the district of Cumberland proper 
there are one hundred and thirteen. ' Four of these have large graded schools, 
and Amherst has the County Academy. The district of Parrsboro is divided 
into Twenty-five school sections. Mill Village has a large graded school. 
Section No. 4 (Two hland»), is the only one in the County which holds out 
refusing to have schoob With this exception, Parrsboro district has during 
the year made astonishing educational efforts.

Book».—The prescribed Nova Scotia School Series, with the exception of 
an occasional Oreenleef’s Arithmetic, are the only books used in the schools of 
this County. However, this Centennial year has brought out wonderflil im­
provements, and cmr educational requisites have not been overlooked ; thanks

1
CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 

W. 8. Dabbaoh, Inspector.

1
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For the eighth time I have the honor of presenting the annual report on 
public schools in the County of Cumberland. In the following table you will 
find at a glance the number, grade, and sex of all the teachers employed in the 
County for the school year ending October 31st, 1876. i

i
1
l
3
i

it>
i
1
(
«
i
i
t
e
i
t
6
i

i
1
1
I
S
t
t
t
a

o
i
c
f
S
c
c
6
1
1
V

28 EDUCATIONt-INSPECTORS* reports

i

p *8 
8 

ft rs
d 

3 d
PQ 

t-rH 
S

 H « 
I

rH
 

v-t 
:

< 
I rH 

*

s.

m



-X

CÜMBÊStXNO COtHït. 29

to the Council of Public Instruction for improving the prescribed list of School 
books. When I think of the books used in my early day», I am ready to wish 
to be young again, to eiyoy the advantages now provided for pupil 
teachers. Indeed our school requisites are not fur behind the oldest 
tional countries on the globe.

Calamity.—That terrible scourge of the sflhoOls, diphtheria, began to make 
its appeanrace about the first of September, in the Western end of the County, 
and spread eastwardly, showing itself with more or less virulence in every 
section until it reached the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, I had to 
stop visiting schools lest I should spread and intensify the disease. It 
not long until several schools had to be closed. If the cholera had appeared 
with half the virulence and death rate, the whole of our population would have 
stood aghast. At first an infatuation prevailed: too many flattered’themselves 
that there was no danger. Neglect of school hygiene prepared for the rapid 
spread of the disease. I stated in my report in the fell of seventy-four that 
the time could not be far distant when the Council of Public Instruction would 
require inspectors to apply an efficient system of hygiene in the schools of this 
Province. In 1872 scarlatina and mumps decimated our schools ; next year 
small pox came. In 1874 scarlet fever and diphtheria again filled the land 
with mourning. Our public schools, foster and spread epidemic diseases. 
Neglected out-houses in close proximity to the schools pollute the air in sum­
mer and fell ; dry earth applications for such out-houses should be included in 
regulations for Trustees. So I recommended t*o years ago. The simplest 
laws of school health were unheeded or neglected. Eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six came, and brought a very dry summer. Water was scarce. The 
dust brought into the school-room with the feet of the children when the
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the neglected out-houses and prepared for the sad ravages of thedisease which
ed. It is the opinion of the highest medical authority that diphtheria finds

its victims among those who are in such circumstances. They readily contract 
the disease, by personal contact with those affected or from infected articles, 
such as books, clothing, or the poisoned germs adhering to those who 
from the sick roonu

Bible and Rehgitm.—As many of our school children have passed suddenly 
into the unseen world, I cnjve your indulgence for a remark or two under this 
heading. The Government of Bengal has accepted the offer of the Calcutta 
Bible Society to supply aU the State schools with the Bible. These schools 
are receiving help, from the Government, and are public schools in the fullest 
sense of the term, just as much as our own. Most thoroughly, therefore, is 
the State, in that great Province, by this act committed to the work of putting 
the Bible in the public schools—placing it in the hands and Jpving it read in 
the hearing of the young ; and as the Dominion stands next to India for extent 
and importance as a British possession, we should seek to come up to the ex­
ample set us in this respect. This news from India casts a sombre shade on 
our standing order, which is taken to mean that any one objecting to the read­
ing of the Scriptures (the only devotional exercise employed in our schools) 
ran have the time fixed for such exercise before the opening or after the time 
fixed for the closing of the daily work of the school. Indeed, it seems to be 
generally conceded that there can be no legal teaching of religion allowed in 
ora publie schools. But if it is the duty iff a Judge ed the bent* to instruct *- 
child-witness in the solemnity of an oath, it is mot improper that aU children 
should  ̂be taught this qualification for good dtnenship hi the public schools. ' 
If the law tenders to every officer of the State, from the Governor down to the 
humblest voter or witH3Sa, a copy of the Scriptures, appealing to Mm in the 
words “ so help me Gel,” it is not also proper that it should require that the

ensu

comeT
9

■*



children at the public schools should be instructed in the Bible and the know 
ledge of God. If it be lawful for the magistrates of this Province to arrest and 
punish citizens for disturbing divine worship and the desecration of the Sabbath, 
tc annot be unlawful to teach the young in the common schools the wrongtulnes» 
of these acts and the reasons, founded on thé Bible, why the law forbids them. 
It cannot be the part of a law-abiding citizen to prevent his children from berog 
taught by the State in the public schools what the law of the Province requires 
of them. Ignorance is no excuse for breaking the law, and the Government 
should supply that common instruction which the law courts require in every 
citizen brought before them. It seems, therefore, evident that the disuse of 
the Bible in public schools should not, according to the spirit of our jurispru­
dence, be conceded. : . , . . „

Commissioners.—One of our Commissioners has resigned tor want of remu­
neration. I would recommend that the number be reduced and that each of 
them be paid $5.00 per term out of the County fund for actual attendance.

Candidates for License.—^There were over eighty candidates examined in July 
last. A large number was unsuccessful. The pressure for permissive license 
in consequence was almost irresistible ; only three or four were allowed.

Married Female Teachers.—Having already written you about the cases 
which came under my notice, I shall only say that this may be thought an easy 
matter—that married women are just as suitable as yarned men. It should, 
however, be borne in mind that they have husbands, who should support them, 
and their engagement as teachers deprive single females of the situations for 
which many of them now have qualified themselves at the Normal School, 
Married ladies are necessarily unable to give steady attendance to school duties, 
the higher law of maternity compelling them often to be at home. The law of 
nature seems to be that ladies should, on entering the married state, devote 
themselves to domestic and social cares, -and not to public duties. The family 
is the school which the married lady should teach. In the country schools, at 
any rate, Trustees should prefer the single female, when she is equally quali­
fied for the situation. . . , - .

Concluding Remark.—The general progress of the schools in the County 
for the year of school work now closed, taken as. a whole, was fair,and as soon as 
the effects of the great epidemic pass away our wonk will go on with renewed 
energy. À few schools will not open this winter. Time is a great healer, 
however, and our schools will soon resume their wonted energy.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

y. A.- 8. Hunt, M. A.,
■Superintendent of Education.

W. 8. DABBAGH,

DISTRICT OF CLARE.

A. P. Landry, M. D., Inspector.

for the sehool year closed on the 31st October, 1876.
While I cannot have the pleasure of reporting any very sepsible increase In 

the prosperity of the schools of the District, I have not, however, to lament 
any decrease therein, as shown by the statistical tables of this year compared
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Summer Teem.

Number in Grade.

B. D. E. Total.

2 3 6
5 11 22
1 1

8 7

2 9 14 88 '

Teachers.

Male
Females........................
Assistent!, Males

Females....a

Not One of those teachers holds a Normal School Diploma; but several 
shew s great deal of aptitude for teaching, and are devoted to the profession.
They spare no trouble to ensure good success in their school, and are proud 
to show «t the examinations that me pupils entrusted to their care and tuition, 
nave not been neglected. They emulouslv invite the public to the semi-annual 
examinations of their schools, confident that theirpupils are prepared to meet 
the approbation and applause of their parents. These teachers never fail to ’ 
bold a public examination. , But there is another class of teachers who would ;j 
oarer Bold such examinations if they were not afraid of being too severely , -j
blamed for that omission. • If they venture to hold one, they wifi-give it pub- .. j
licity jest enough to suit their own purpose, for fear that some competent
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with those of last year. The commerçai depression that bears So strongly 
over the whole community, is positively affecting the economy of our schools. 
But I am happy to be able to say that the people are making renewed efforts 
to keep up their.noble work, their schools, on a level with their other duties, 
if not above them. A glance at the statistical tables will give you a synoptical 
view of the genpral standing of the schools. But as the abstracts can give 
only a superficial idea -of the subjects, I will particularize them more or 
less here,

School Section» and Houses.—At the May meeting the Ooromissionerô added 
one new section to the number already existing and gave it the name of 
Thibault, No. 27. It includes the whole of a back settlement situate about 2J . 
miles from a station of the W. 0. Bail way. I visited the section in July and 
made the preliminary arrangements for the annual meeting which I called and 
attended. Three Trustees were elected and means voted to build a school- 
bouse. This section and Harlem, No. 24, are the only ones in the district 
without a suitable school-house. With very few exceptions the other school- 
houses are in tolerably good condition with very fair accommodations.

Three scheol-houees have been erected"during the year. The first in St. 
Joseph, No. 8; the second in St. Martin, No. 25. They are now completed 
and are the first school-buildings ever erected in those sections. They are both 
fine buildings that will'well meet the demand of the sections for many years. 
Tim third is in Beaver Biver. It is a splendid building, very creditable to the 
section and arranged for a graded school. When completed it will be the finest 
publie school in the district.

Teachers employed.—There were in operation during the Winter term 27 
departments in 23 sections, and during the Summer term 26 departments in 
34 sections, which were taught during the year by the following number, sex 
and grade of teachers :

»

Winter Term.

Number in Grade.

B. 0. D. E. Total.
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The number ofjudges should present themselves and unmask the teacher, 
naretits and visitors at such examinations is always small, sometimes only two 
or three. With the exception of cases of excuses from sickness or fore-closure 
of the school, the omission of the semiannual examination is a pretty good 
test of the teachers standing.

Teachers’ Salary.—-Tho aggregate sectional salary of teachers and assistants^ 
is $5911, and their provincial allowance $2006 31, making the whole salary ot 
teachers and assistants for the year $7917.73.

Sectional Expenditure.—The whole sectional expenditure for the year 
«mounts to $8620 64. Of this sum $5911.42 go towards the salary of teachers, 
and the remainder, $2709.22, stands to meet all demands for building, repairs, 
fuel, books, commissions, &c.

Pupils enrolled.—1469 pupils wCre registered at school during the Winter 
term, and 1595 during the Sumiuer term, making (he grand total days of at­
tendance 88399 for the first term, 95355 for the second term, and 183574 for 
the year j showing thereby an average of 797 pupils in regular attendance 
every authorised teaching day during the school year.

Soots.-—These are undoubtedly the indispensible instruments that every 
-pupil needs to work up his education, and yet the insufficient supply thereof is 
the subject of more complaint than the want of any other requisite. The in­
sufficiency arises from several causes, in.some instances, from the poverty, in 
■others from the indifference, of parentsX while jn many cases the provision is 
Voted down at the annual meeting. The Consequence of this improvidence is 
that the school cannot be properly classified Shd. that children pass the whole 
school hours without a book to study from. In the town where books are 
sold in the vicinity of the school, the children or their parents can (at least those 
who have means) easily enough procure the necessary books when required. 
But in the country, where none are sold, it is almost impossible for the pupils 
to send abroad for the books they need, at least very few can have the chance 
of doing so. Some means ought to be adopted to remedy this evil, which is 
the principal impediment to the general welfare of the school and the progress 
of the pupils. In every section we always find a certain number of individuals 
who are prone upon requiring the necessary provision of books and other re­
quisites of the scholars to be made up by the patents outside 
school fund. We know that this is not with the spirit of the law, for it 
emphatically provides to the contrary. It would be quite an important move 
to the advantage of our schools if some book-seller would provide a stationery 
of school material in the district in the hands of a competent agent. The pub­
lic would be benefited as well as the book-seller.

Apparatus.—There is still a great want of black-boards, maps and other 
apparatus in many of the schools in the district, though indeed the number of 
these useful accessories have been somewhat increased during the year. There 
are several schools provided with black-boards, which the teachers either neglect 
or do not know how to use.

School Returns.—With two or three exceptions these documents have come 
to hand this year in a tolerably good condition. T had to send back only two 
for revision. I hope to see the improvement adopted from year to year.

Law Amendments.—The late amendments of the law, repealing the clause 
which exempted from taxation an amount of property equal to $600 in posses­
sion of men sixty years of age, had been for some time desired in many sections 
and is received with much satisfaction, while the exemption of the poll-tax, 
in compensation to these old men, is considered a sufficient boon. Another 
not less important addition to the law is the clause that requires the appoint­
ments of auditors to receive and examine the accounts of the section, bel 
going to the annual meeting. It will be the means, I hope, of preventing con- 
ilicts such as we had to deplore during the year in Meteghan Biver.
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GUYSBORO COTJNTY.
I

WlLLilM Harïshobne, Inspector.

I beg Respectfully to lay before you a report on the' educational condition 
this County for the School Year, ended October 31st, 1876.
Schools have been conducted some parts of the year in seventy-two sections, 

'Out of the eighty-eight sections of this County» The following sixteen sections 
have been wholly without schools, viz. : ten in the District of Guysboro, and 
six in the District of St. Mary’s. Those in the District of Guysboro are : 
No. 4 South Intervale ; No. 6 Plotoan Valley ; No. 16 Crow Harbor ; No 17 
Half Island Cove ; No. 21 White Head ; No. 26 Yankee Harbor ; Nos. 43 
and 44 Country Harbor; No. 50 Fisherman’s Harbor, and No. 51 Chapel 
Section, Salmon River. In the District of St. Mary’s : No. 8 Upper West 
River; No. 9 Trafalgar; No. 15 Bcum Secttm; No. 28 Goose Island; No. ' 
29 Smoky Head, and No. 31 Holland’s Harbor. In ten of the above sections, 
there ore no school houses, the people in most of them are very poor and 
scattered, and unable to erect- them, ‘although the Board of Commissioners have 
ofFered to retain the County Fund for two years for that purpose. Yet 
nothing is done on account of the apathy and indifference of the majority of 
the rate-payers in the education of their children.

There Were fifty-nine departments in operation -during tire winter, and 
seventy-six during the summer terms.

The following tables indicate the number, grade and sex of the teachers 
«employbch—

Winter Term. 
Females.Males. Total.

C 10 Males,..
Females

12 ^
Both...

19
D 19 4L
E

60

Summer term. Total.A 1. C 17 Males 19B n8 .23 Females, 59C EA 19
D 6 Both 76

Some of the sections having changed teachers during the summer term 
Jjhich causes an apparent difference between the number of departments and 
the number of teachers engaged.

3

New Heading Boohs.—I had lately the pleasure of perusing and examining 
the series of “ Royal School Readers,” published by the Messrs. Nelsons, Lon­
don, and now for sale by Messrs. A. & W. Mackmlay, Halifax. This series 
of Readers, well illustrated, eclipses all I have hitherto seen of the kind for 
the public schools. I hope that nothing will prevent their immediate intro­
duction m our schools.

I have the honor to be, Dear Sir,
Tour obedient servant,

I

A. P. LANDRY.
A. S. Hott, SUM,

Superintendent qf Mwdtion.
t
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Departments tor 1876 and 18J6. 

1875.
;

1876.
50Winter term. 

Summer term
58Winter term. 

Summer term
.76.69
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The Graded Schools in Cape Oanso, Port Mulgrave, Sherbrooke, and 
Goldenville, have been in constant operation, and pretty well conducted. In 
Cape Canso section during the summer term there were four schools in opera­
tion, but only two were graded ; of the remaining two, one was i^Cape Canao 
Islands, and the other in the western end of the section.

Begisters. A great improvement has taken place during the year in the 
keeping of Begisters. The majority of them are kept neatly and correctly, 
many of them models of neatness. But very few imperfect and dirty. The 
register of the School in Section No. 34, Tracadie, was taken out of the 
teacher’s desk by some evil disposed person in June last, and destroyed.

School-homes. —Four new school-houses have been erected during the year, 
in the District of Guysboro’, and three in the District of St. Mary’s, viz.: ■% 
No. 2, Biverside—the house in this section was destroyed by fire three years 
since: No. 16, Crow Harbor; No. 18, Black Point, and No. 25, Gammon’s 
Point. In the District of St. Mary’s, No. 19, Lower Liscomb ; No. 15, Ecum 
Secum, and No. 32, Union Section, Goshen. These buildings are not finished 
in the interior, with the exception of the one at Gammon’s Point, which is a 
neat and commodious building, and capable of accommodating fifty pupils 
comfortably. .

I very much regret that there has been no school in Ecum Secum Section 
during the year, owing in some measure to a misunderstanding between the 
trustees and some of the rate-payors of the Section, respecting the site of the 
new building; but trust that the matter will be amicably arranged, and that a 
School will be in operation next summer term.

During the year schools have been in operation for the first time in six 
sections, viz.: No. 7, Antigonish Bead, and No. 18, Black Point, in the District 
of Guysboro’, and No. 17, Upper Liscomb; No. 19, Lower Liscomb; No. 22, 
Indian Harbor Lake ; No. 32, Union Section, Goshen, District of St. Mary’s. 
These Schools have been very well attended, and the average has been very
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in educational matters during the year ; but in some sections still without 
schools, the greatest apathy and indifference prevails. • The rate-payers of Half 
Island Cove, Section No. 17—this section was organized two years since— 
voted down the erection of a building by a majority of one. The Board of 
Commissioners have retained the County fund for this section for the past two 
years, to aid in the erection of a building which amounts to $60.00. There 
are about forty children in this section between five and fifteen years of age 
who are growing up without any education. Some of the rate-payers who 
have large femilies voted with the majority.

Fitiit.—During the winter term I visited til the schools that were in 
operation, with the exception of eight, which was owing to the bad state of 
the raid, along the sea coast the latter part of March. During the summer 
ternrl visited all the schools, with the exception of two, viz. : No. 10, East 
District of Guysboro, and No. 30, Liscomb Island. The former was closed 
the early part of September on account of the illness of the teacher. On 
account of stormy weather prevailing when at Liscomb Harbor in September 

. I could not get out to the latter. , j
All of which is respectfully submitted,

' I remain,
Tour obedient servant,
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William Habtshobne.
jaBev. A. S. Hunt,

Superintendent of Education.
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bigJ. D. MacGillivm, Inspector.
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Very few of the Schools in the County have been inspected during the 
year, tiil towards the end of Atigust,—the time at which I entered upon my 
labors. The Blank Returns for the Term had not been forwarded to the 
Trustees or Teachers, nor were the Blanks reeeired for some trine after I 
entered on the work of Inspection. As soon as they came to hpncl I for­
warded an A and B to every section on the list. One hundred and five 
Schools sent back returns in due time, which, after examination, were sub­
mitted to the Board and signed. No Report of any kind was received from 
East Uniacke, Renfrew and Birch Brook to East .Hants, from Inketod* and 
Crystal Wave in-West Hants, or from Border Sections Wetton (East and 
West Hants) and Halfway Biver (Hants and Kings). I passed through 
Walton and by Crystal Wave in the course of my inspection tour.Jpe was 
no School in either, and I presume the others were m the same condition.

As the work of the Term remained still to be overtaken at the date of m> 
appointment, 1 lost no time in beginning inspection. The weather wm very 
favorable. By prosecuting the work five days in the week, and often from 9 
A. M. till 6 o'clock P. M., I visited and examined <5 of the above 105 Schools 
before the end of the Term. I visited a few other Schools and Sections ; but 
owing to the Lours of dismissal in two and the ^mw»ftheteacher 
for the day in one, the Schools were, not examined. 1 he School at T-pyer 
Hawdon was closed on account of the illness of the Teacher at the date or 
my first visit, hut was afterwards found tu operation, and inspected, J he 
Sections unvisitod were those in the Southern part of the County—along the 
Halifax Boundary from Beaver Bank westward, and towards the Lunenburg 
line - also those between the Head of Kcnnetcuok and the Maitland and

“■•KSSÆ&Ï—s™.!.—
Keadine Writing, Arithmetic and Grammar. This course I pursued, mainly 
in order to keep before the Teachers the great importance which we-attached 
to these in the work of the Common School, The conclusion to which I was y 
led so far as the Teachers are concerned, may be expressed generally by 
stating that Grade B Teachers understood their work and gave general 
satisfaction ; that the same may be- said of Grade C Teacbérs, who have been

-
employers. Of course very much cannot reasonably be expected of them, end 
they are not supposed to be employed in strong advance lections. I have 
learned to be suspicious of Grade C mates who are quite content to remain m 
this Grade ; and as for Grade D males who remain long m this place of 
broking forth” into the profession, I would haw them- drummed out of the 
service. Some of the Schools of Grades D and E females make a better show 
comparatively than some of those of Grade C teachers. Tbia is no doubt

pai
for

1 wt
ceiI-
a c1
itI
ini
ou
6tl
gri
Y(
cai■
thi

i fin
an
fee
rei
to11
ge
is

; V : tai
set
to
ac-
th
ex
tic
th
60
di<
at
to
wl
re
at

w
m
W
G
ar
w
vr

<5f



\
•*

•Vf
87HANTS COUNTY.
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partly to be accounted for by the fact that some* of the teachers of these 
Grades were candidates for a higher, and in several points were qualified for 
such. Then again their field is generally limited to the smaller sections.

• But success in teaching depends very largely on the teacher’s firmness and 
tact in managing the School, and some ot the teachers of the lower Grades 
possess these admirable qualifications in a higher degree than 
higher scholarship.

While so many of the workers are entitled to respectful mention, the state 
of the SehoolsYand of Education in connection with them is not satisfactory. 
The Beading i^'in general, poor. As one listens he receives the impression 
that the scholars are classified and set to work at a point beyond their real 
attainments. They are attempting to read connected sentences and long 
paragraphs when, plainly, they cannot-feud at sight common words. Ton call 
for another class. It is much the same. Here is one readjng 
whom you think would do pretty respectable work in No. III.

do some of

»
v

ie
in' No. y.
He ought

certainly not yet to be beyond No. IV. There is affother in Book VI. It is 
paratively easy Book as to the words, and that is why he is there : but 

it is difficult to read it with proper expression. Now, the Book is evidently 
intended to furnish exercises for just such reading. .But the scholar spells 
out this word, stops for the teacher to pronounce a second, goes on and 
stumbles over a third. Another tries ; his difficulty with the words is not so 
great ; but fiis progress is decidedly jerky. A third takes the matter up. 
You feel that he ought to be able to get along easily and well : but for no 
cause that yob can see, save the bad habit contracted, he constantly stops in 
the middle of the simplest words of more than one syllable and repeats the 
first part, or, irrespective of the number of syllables,-,he is constantly stopping 

rfliwfttiiiff. Meanwhile what has become of the thought or the animated
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first part, or, irrespective of the number of syllables, ,he is const 
and repeating- Meanwhile what has become of the thought or 
feeling of tbe author ? Comparatively few seem to think it pertains to school­
reading to render such subtle things. Such is the kind of Reading which is 
to be heard net indeed invariably, but far too commonly. Tbe writing 
generally is small, light and scratchy. I do not know how far Staples’ System 
is responsible for this style: but the principles of his system are neither 
taught nor studied. In fact many of the teachers don’t like it ; while some 
seem ta think themselves absolved from the duty of giving special attention 
to this department of school work by the provision of Copy Books with 
accompanying instructions; and some must make considerable improvement 
themselves, before much, in thé way of instructing others in writing, can be 
expected of them. Arithmetic appropriates a gopd deal of timy and atten­
tion of the School. The teachers themselves do not, however, seem to think 
that the general results are what they ought to be. “ Tbe scholars were on 
so fer ; but I had to put most of them back to the fundamental rules—they 
didn't seem to understand anything.” Grammar receives careful, intelligent 
attention in a good many schools ; but in the majority there is not vfery much 
to show. The good Grammarians among the scholars are comparatively few, 
while in not a few schools an ability to pick out the nouns and adjectives, 
represents the progress made. The best Grammarians are very generally 
absent the day the Inspector visits the School.

-Now you would ask me, were I presenting this statement verbally 
what do you attribute this unsatisfactory state of things ? Looking at the 
matter, first, from the side of the teachers, we cannot entirely free them from 
blame. The dissatisfaction freely expressed to me outside, in the case of a 
Grade B Teacher, could easily be seen from the appearance of the school to 
arise from a lack of energy. The teacher was rather easy-going. Tbe scholars 
who wished to learn receive all needed help and encouragement : but the un­
willing and careless were not sufficiently stimulated. Then, in the Teaching 
profession, as in $11 others, there are varieties of capacity and some incapables.
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thiWith tome the interest of tiw scholars does not seem to be sufficiently 

sidered. While others, failing to receive the encouragement they expected 
from Trustees and parents become disheartened and labor on in a desponding^ 
mechanical sort of way. But I am very decidedly of the opinion that, leaving 
the incompetent out of account, so far as the blame lies on the teachers, the 
principle cause of want of success is deficiency of tact for managing the school. 
It is not given to all to secure at once diligence and quietness in' a very high 
decree ; yet such results are necessary for attaining the highest degree of suc­
cess in teaching. Unless school workis proceeding quietly and orderly yet 
diligently, the attention of the teacher ft distracted, the work of the hour is not 
receiving justice, sentences are read or 'gone over of some of which he hears 
perhaps not a word, or only an occasional word, and the scholar takes his seat 
when the time is up rather more than ever confirmed in faulty habits of execu­
tion. Then there is a manifest want of thoroughness. The scholar’s blunder 
is corrected, he is told the correct pronoilnciation of the word or the proper 

11 ' method of performing his work, but is permitted to pass on to something else,
so that he never masters anything thoroughly. I am persuaded that where 
the new “Header” is adapted, results as to reading will be still more 
unsatisfactory than at present, unless the pupils are required to master each 
lesson before they leave it finally. Their eye must become so familiarized with 
the words that they can read them readily at sight, otherwise they will only be 

hopelessly helpless the farther they advance. For, while the Series is 
;= «ndnnhledlv a difficult one : and new difficul-
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unquestionably good, it is undoubtedly a difficult one; and new difficul­
ties rapidly arise. Pupils must be taught to read at sight and to syllable 
father than to spell words of more than one syllable. _ a

I have referred above to the complaint which is almost invariably made by 
with respect to Arithmetic ; “ I had to put the scholars 

Now I do not believe that any method can 
with the necessity of “ puttitig 

And, alas 1 how
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teachers, especially with respe< 
back to the fundamental rules.”
be adopted which will altogethei do away with the necc 
back.” All our life long we are under process of education.

require to be put back to learn the old lessons anew. The stage 
and the subjects are indeed different : but it cannot be expected of children, 
any more than of adults, that they will assimilate and make their own perma­
nently facts and principles which when presented they seem to apprehend 
with a reasonably firm grasp. Still there is a good deal in method, and I am 
rtrongly inclined to believe that the necessity for putting back so generally, is 
to a considerable extent attributable to a defective method of teaching, widely 
prevalent. I have said that in order to make a good reader, the teacher must 
ftmiliarize the pupil with the appearance of the words and teach him to syl­
lable long words, rather than permit him to spell them or attempt to grasp the 
whole at once. There must be no hurry in changing the lessons or pages, 
especially in the earlier stages of reading. Now to make a ready and correct 
thinker there is the same necessity for familiarizing the mind of the pupil with 
Acts, principles and their application. He only is really learning who comes 
or is brought by whatever method or methods into intelligent relations to the 
■what or the how, and is becoming able to embody or illustrate these m practical 
forms in so far as they admit of it. But how is this to be attained? The 
method to which I refer largely if not entirely, repudiates the aid of exact 
Definitions and Boles briefly yet dearly expressed, and prefers ancl super- 
abounds in explanations according to the ability of the teachers. ftp™ told 
that carefully ™rnmiti.ing Definitions and Buies from the book is irksome, tends _ 
to rn.lro learning a matter of the cultivation and loading of the memory, 
discourages personal thinking, and altogether is old-fashioned : whereas the 
new method aims directly at the cultivation of the reasoning powers, teaches 
the scholar to think for himself, Ac.- “ I would prefer," said a Grade 0. female 
toflM,.,. (with which class, by the way, the new method is particularly in lavor),
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89 V:‘lhauts comm.

« to hear my scholars give emy tort of answer m their own words to the most 
tly repeated Definition or rule from the Book; it cultivates the habit ot 

thinking for themselves.” Now I admit that no method of school instruction 
is defensible which fails to make adequate provisions for cultivating the powers 
which a benevolent and infinitely kind Creator has bestowed,-especially the 
power of thinking. But why did He endow children with memories so won­
derfully' receptive and retentive, and with such credulousness in connection , 
with reasoning powers so comparatively weak ? Adopt what method you please 
must you nq» still place your main reliance on this readiness to believe what is 
authoritatively presented, and their retentiveness of memory ? Is there not a 
constant necessity for supplying some suggestive idea, fact, or illustration to 
et their thinking powers in motion in the direction desired 7 The activity ot 

the mind in so constantlyjMnging its prospect, and the tendency of new un- 
preessions to overlay oVthrust into the background the old, render this neces­
sary. It comes then to this ; Is it better to supply the memories of the pupils 
in our schools with seed thoughts, such as are provided m Definitions and 
Buies expressed in words carefally weighed and arranged by aythors thoroughly 
conversant with their subject, and the result of whose labors is approved before 

book is put into the pupil’s band or to leave them to be supplied with such 
x ever varying explanations as the several teachers variously qualified may give 

without requiring the Definitions and Buies to be committed. I suppose, ot 
course, that in the former case all necessary explanation is supplied as well as 
in the latter, and that the pupils are required to famish satisfactory evidence 
that they underatand. I am convinced, as the result pf personal observation, 
that there i* as much room for, and in reality is as much, parrot-toe rote-work 
under the new system that so ostentatiously aims at teaching the scholar 
to think for himself as under the old system that quietly aimed at the same 
result, but insisted on carefully committed Definitions and Buies, as food which 

V the mind was to digest. I don’t think that our Creator made a mistake in 
constituting us as we are, but I do think that He thereby teaches us to regard 
«he memory os standing in much the same relation to the mind as the stomach 
does to the body. This seems to me to be the view which He authorizes m 
that authoritative revelation of His Will which we all profess to respect. 
According to it education is not a process of education—" drawing out, —but 

. of nurture under authorized and authoritative supervision. Children are to 
recognize authority and mature under it. They cannot be too early taught that 
truth possesses authority, not because they have conceived it or thought it out ; 
hut of itself, because it is truth : that knowledge—truth—is the mmd s food, 
a necessary condition of its healthful, reliable action, and while we must work 
tor it we must also work from it ; that believing and obeying belong as much to 
right education as does thinking, and are as indispensable conditions of know- 
ledge and happiness. There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are tUB-ways of death. I have set a teacher strong in faith in the 
comparative excellence of the new system, to work to examine a class in 
arithmetic. Answers and explanations were famished quite readily. Observ­
ing the secret of the apparent success, I take the class in band myself. 1 
question. No one answers. I explain precisely what I mean but supply no 
hint as to the correct answer : still there is no answer. Why is this 1 Uh,

___ _ questioning is different from mine. They don’t understand you.
But I ask simply the tfAdie and the How ; there is no mistaking what 1 want. 
Didn’t these scholars think? I have no doubt of it. But they have been 
taught to think leaning on the crutch of the teacher’s “leading questions, 
which are to-day apparently the same as th# first day the pupils were led over 
the ground. They have been accustomed to think not so much op the subject 
presented as on the teacher’s method of questioning ; and they answer not 
from their knowledge of the subject but from the hint» supplied in the ques­
tion. Here is the secret of the necessity for much of the putting back. The
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questioner is chunked* the old crutch is lost, anct with it the ground of their 
former assurance is gone. The new teacher hasn’t yet supplied one, or the., 
scholars haven’t become familiar with it. It ie easier to promote smartness-, 
ahd a show of intelligence than to cultivate’ and strengthen the understanding. 
But I fear my notes have become too extended on this, phase of the subject.

I cannot exonerate the teachefs, then, from blame for the unsatisfactory 
state of education. But here I ought to state that in general where I have 
seen cause to And fault, they are prompt in accepting any hints supplied as to 
n more excellent way when the matter is clearly, presented to them- Nor is 
this readiness merely apparent. I have already entered on my second term, 
and I see a change. The blame, however, lies principally not with the teachers 
but with the rate-payers. Therp exists among them very generally an alto­
gether inexcusable lack of interest and of intelligent action in reference to 
education. Dissatisfaction, it is true, is general enough; but the’ matter too- 
often ends in the expression of this dissatisfaction. One way of expressing it 
is particularly childish. The school is voted down at the annual meeting as if 

' the question of school or no school was one on which the annual meeting 
legally had a voice. It contributes, however, like some of the other ways to 
give vent to spite which of itself gfves not a little satisfaction to human, 
nature. A good many would like to have their own children*educated ; but 
this is a result which can be attained for them only uncommon with the other 
children of the community and patient co-operation in intelligent organised 
effort does not seem popular. The lack of intelligent, interest and unwilling­
ness to co-operate in organized legal efforts appear first in filling up the Board 
of Trustees. The law has wisely put so much in the Trustees hahds that the 
state of education in the community depends largely upon them. In. many 
sections, however, one cannot resist the impression that the fear that the 
Trustees may do too much and incur expenses is much greater than the desire 
that they should do all that can safely and judiciously be done. Consequently 
men are elected as Trustees who will represent the fear of expeneA As may 
be expected, in very matpy cases, the Trustees have little intelligent interest 
in the school. There are many good teachers in the county; but the inferior 
workers get the school. This does not always, arise from the determinatiop to- 
engage only cheap teachers ; for m some cases they get higher salaries than 
better teachers receive. But proper exertions are not put forth in time, or 
the first applicant is received, or the Trustees are jealous of each other or re­
present distinct factions and refuse to co-operate to secure the best. Then- 
after the school is opened, they fail to give the teacher, the moral support, 
which quickens to the utmost efforts. Examining the registers of 75 depart­
ments very near the close of the last school year, I failed to find in some a 
single record of a Trustee’s visit. In other cases, perhaps, two Trustees look­
ed in. Very rarely did the three make even a visit each in the. course of the 
year. In some sections one, in others two of the Trustees visited the school 
ofioe in the course of the term. But worse than all is the irregularity of the 
attendance of the scholars. With the little moral support which they receive 
it is well nigh impossible for the teachers to labor on cheerfully and hopefully. 
All around them seek their own ; will not their zeal flag, and they become 
mere routinists ? The temptation is, at all events, felt to be very Strong in a 
still higher vocation". Do what they will they cannot get their classes to as­
sume a creditable appearance. The irregulars belong to every class, and they 
cannot be formed into an “ awkward squad ” as they deserve : for parents ex­
pect that their child will be put on with their neighbor’s child who ha» regu­
larly attended, and these irregulars represent every stage of progress. Much 

as we all dislike the idea of compulsory attendance, I fear the Legislature will 
be necessitated to come, in this point also, to the help of the cause. I hope, 
however, if this should be the case that children under seven years will he ex­
empted from the operation of the law.
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Sib,—
-, I have the honor to submit my third Annual Report of the Public Schools 
in Kings County, and forward to you my notes of inspection, and full statis­
tical tables for the year ending Oct. 81et, 1876 :—

Section».—There are one hundred sections in this District. Fifty-five of 
these have built new school houses since A. D., 1864. Twenty have put their 
houses under good repair. Fourteen should repair at once to meet the 
requirements of the law. Four have houses unfit for use (as school buildings), 
ana five are without school houses of any kind. ,

This reference to legislation suggests the only other point on which I will 
now remark. I think it is to be regretted that a more prominent position is 
not assigned to Head Masters, especially in distributing the pupils in graded 
schools. At present the work is devolved en the Trustees, and the Teachers 
are to .assist them as they are required ; but the Trustees are not required to 
consult the Teachers or be guided by them. Consequently the Teacher ; of the 
advanced department is often under the necessity of receiving pupils contrary 
to bis own judgment ; and the section is largely losing the contemplated bene­
fits of a Graded School. Only in one section—Shubenacadie, did I find the 
idea of Grading carried out to my satisfaction. In this case none were admit­
ted to the higher department except those that passed a satisfactory examina­
tion, conducted by Mr. MacKay himself. But, ordinarily, while a general 
understanding exists that attainment is to be taken into account, the deter­
mining principle seems to be equality o£ numbers. At the ou|set a prptty 
equal distributiou is made of the pupils among the Teachers. Then to the 
great annoyance and hindrance of the teacher or teachers of the more advanced / 
scholars, their department is from time to time recruited from the lower forms | 
to maintain the equality, in some Graded Schools there is no unity of system 
and no co-operation of the Lower with the Higher. The Head Teacher may 
see much cause for suggesting change in the Lower department : but how 
matters are conducted there is none of his business. The Graded School is 
regarded mainly as a necessity arising out-of the number of children in the 
section : the teachers have been engaged with the understanding that they are 
as independent of each other as if they were employed to work in different # 
sections. The result, as you will readily suppose* is that the teacher of the. 
Higher department is more cautious in expressing his opinion, either to the 
other teacher or to the Trustees, than if the schools actually did not belong, to 
different sections. All the change necessary in relation to both points last 
mentioned can, I hope, be effected under the quiet influence of the Inspector.

Hoping that you will not infer from anything that £ have written that I 
discouraged* by anything I have seen as yet,and that you will pardon the 

length to which these Notes have extended,
I am, respectfully &c.,

J. D. MaoGILLIVRAY.

I

am

Rev. A. S. Hunt, A. M.,
Superintendent of Education.

t|

Æ

KINGS COUNTY.

Colin W. T. Roscoe, Inspector.
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In 1866, the Inspector of this County reported only twenty-five houses 
suitable for school purposes—seven of which were built during the year. 
There has been, therefore, a commendable advancement in the matter of school 
accommodation for the past ten years. The change introduced by the 
system, has taught all to look for school houses, in keeping with the other 
public buildings of the Province. This improvement still goes on in the face 
of the dull times. During the past year the school houses- in Lake George, 
Ormsby Boad, Clermont and Lockhartville Sections, have been newly plastered 
and otherwise repaired. In Hants Border another room has been finished and 
furnished in the school house, and the school graded into two departments. 
Upper Canard has enlarged the school house so,as to give two rooms in the 
lower storey. The old part of the building has been extensively repaired by 
raising the ceiling, plastering, painting and seating with the Dawson desk. 
Upper Pereaux has just completed a new heuse, suitable for the wants of the 
section, at a cost of $600.

Canning has expended about $3000 in the erection ot a school house on 
the most desirable site in the section. The house is finished to accomodate 
two departments—having also a large class room, intended for the smaller 
children, until another room can be added to the building. I understand it is 
the intention to make this addition as soon as possible. Burnett’s patent 
desks are used as furniture. The rooms are well ventilated and supplied with 
all the modern conveniences and improvements for the comfort and health of 
the teacher and school. In appearance, location, finish, fee., &c., this building 
reflects great credit upon the taste and enterprise of the section. _ Horton 
Landing and Bandville have houses in course of erection which will be com­
pleted and used for schools after the Christmas vacation. Kentville has 
finished another room in the new school house, and graded the school into 
three departments. A few old houses remain, an eyesore to those laboring in 
the interests of the schools, but hope points to a time, near at hand, when all 
these hindrances shall be removed.

Schools.—For the winter term, 85 schools were in operation, taught by 91 
teachers and licensed assistants. The number of pupils enrolled was 4453,— 
making an attendance» of 267116 days.

For the tummer rim there were 93 schools, 96 teachers and assistants, 
4528 pupils registered/tvith an attendance of 260125 days.
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Clan of teacher* employed :—
Winter. Grade B. 10—C. 48—D. 22—E. 9. Male 43.—Female 54. 

« B. 9—C. 44—D. 80—E. 13. “ 19.

V!

76.Simmer.

earnest and faithful„ïr‘ s ïJrs. a - >,,
can not justly be censured, as they have qualified themselves and passed the 
required examination and taught to the best of their ability. Those intending 
to follow teaching for a length of time, are manifesting an increasing desire for 
a better qualification for the work ; and for this purpose 26 from this County 
attended the Normal School for some part of the past year. The attendance 
of many of these being short was not such as to secure the principal benefit 
this Institution is intended to confer, i.e., a training to teach. But once 
receiving a correct idea of the work done at this school, most persons will 
return and complete the course. This short attendance id likely to give a 
wrong impression of the training received at the Normal School. From May 
until the examination of teachers in July, the work of the Institution is more 
particularly a review and preparation for license. This attracts large numbers 
at that time, who are generally successful in obtaining high marks upon the

;
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Normal Schools are recognized as an essential element in the aohooi syaw
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CSLSLiStiUSto 5SS }JÇvïtJjsss spupils of the public schools, who were successful, to show ^ome““.™® 
nature of the work done in the schools from which they come. When it 1 
considered that the preparation for license cannot be made a speciality by 
Where of the Common Schools, it gives candidates thus receiving license a
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Grammar..
Analysis..
Composition 
Prosody.. .
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86. 80. (not ex.)

6th.tod. arf-
75. 75.

80. 80. #80.
80. 66.

1st. 80.80.

65.
80. 80..75.

,

4

f
i

43KINGS COUNTY.

5*t©
 «5 ©

 
'•O

O  00 to oa



Public Examination of Schools.—Thirty-nine only, of the eighty-fire 
schools in session during the winter term, reported examinations held. This 
being unsatisfactory to me, upon my recommendation, the School Commis­
sioners passed the following resolution :—

Besolved :—“ That all Teachers employed in this County shall be required 
to hold, in future, public examinations of the Schools, under their charge, as 
directed by law, or present to the Commissioners good and sufficient reasons 
why such examinations had not been held,—under penalty of having their 
returns disapproved.” The Trustees of each section received due notice of 
the passing of the resolution ; and, as a result, ninety-three' of the ninety-five 
schools in session reported examinations ; and two furnished satisfactory 
reasons for not holding them. These examinations were well attended by 
parents and school visitors, who expressed their satisfaction of the manage­
ment of the schools. I am convinced that this step was in the right direc­
tion, and will tend to secure, in a greater degree than now the interest and 
co-operation of the residents of the sections, in the labors of the teachers, for 
the best interests of education.

Lessons.—It is a common error for. teachers to assign too long lessons from 
the text-book, and be satisfied with imperfect recitations. A short lesson well 
learned and practically applied by the pupil under the direction of the teacher, 
will produce lasting results. What is committed to memory from the text 
book, is soon forgotten, if the recitation consists in repeating, by rote, what 

f has been learned ; while what is taken in 
j given back in some practical form, will 
I mind. A great want in our schools is thorottghness in teaching. This is too 

often confounded with exhaustive teaching. The teacher should be able to 
discriminate between them. Exhaustive teaching requires of the pupil know­
ledge of a subject in all its details. Thorough teaching seeks to ground him 
in the elementary facts and principles .of that subject ; that he may be prepared 
to go forward, in his own strength, if need be, to an exhaustive knowledge of 
it. The general needs of life require a general knowledge, thorough, so far as 
it goes, of many things ; while special needs require an exhaustive knowledge 
of very few. The general education of the individual got in the Common. 
School is to fit him for life’s general needs. Hence thorough not exhaustive, 
teaching is required in these schools.

In conclusion a review of the past year’s work, evinces as much progress 
as could reasonably be expected, and affords hope, that the return of good 
times will induce aU to regard with renewed interest, the pressing claims of 
the Public Schools.

A

understandmgly, and 
, be erased from the

!

I am your obedient servant,
Colin W. Boscoe.

Bet. A. S. Host, A. M.,
Superintendent of Education.
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LÎÎNENBÜBG COUNTY,

G, W. Hilt*, Inspector. J
SiHr-

I beg leave to submit for your information the following, as my first 
Annual Report on the state of the Public Schools in Lunenburg County.

The number of School Sections in the County is one hundred and thirty-two 
hundred and three in the District of Lunenburg and ,New Dublin, and

V*-

twenty-nine in the District of Chester.
Of these, one hundred and three sections have had school in operation 

some part of the school year. About seventy-five per cent, of them during ; 
the entire year. Eight of the school sections of the COunty are situated upon 
islands, and with the exception of Heckman’s and Tancook Islands have school ^
during the winter season only. In a considerable number of the unoccupied M
sections there are as yet no school-houses, there being eleven of this description^ VJ 
in the District of Chester alone. Some of these are too poor and scattered to' J
support a school, even for a portion of the year. In some others where a J
better state of matters exists, initiatory steps have been taken for the erection M 
of suitable school buildings, and I have but little doubt, that by the end of J
another year creditable additions will be made to the number pf school edifices 3
already erected. During the past year one new school house has been put up. :| 
This much needed building has been erected in Fox Point section, District of jj 
Chester. The people of this section, long divided as to school matters, have <1 
recently become united, and purpose having their school in operation at the 
beginning of the New Tear.

During the year five school-houses have been condemned by the Board ot 
School Commissioners, as unfit for school purposes. Three of these have made 
preparations to replace these old and worn-out structures by new and suitable

U1 Most of the school houses in the District of Lunenburg and New Dublin, . Jj 

especially the French ones, are neat and commodious, creditable to the different fi 
sections, and suitable in most respects to their needs. A few are models of -| 
neatness and taste. In the District of Chester, however, there is really not 1 
one building well adapted for school uses, most of them being old, small, and J 
in some instances totally dilapidated. il

The new building about to be erected in the town of Chester, will, I trust, w 
furnish such an example of neatness and adaptation, to the wants of the school 
as will not be wholly lost on the surrounding sections. The furniture in most Jj 
of i/rir school-houses is of the Dawson pattern or some modification of it, and jJ 

inlly pretty well adapted to our needs. In a few schools the much needed j 
patent desk is to be found. Several of our school buildings are yet used for | 
the double purpose of the Church and School, and in these the comfort of the | 
pupils has too often been sacrificed to the convenience of the congregation. :j| 
School grounds are found enclosed in very few sections, and in none have any 
attempts been made at their improvement. Suitable outbuildings have been put 
up' ou most, but there are yet a few sections that have entirely neglected these 
very necessary appendages to school premises. My representations in this 
hAalf have not been entirely without fruit. In the matter of supply of school 
apparatus much remains to be done. Very few schools can be said, in this 
respect, to be thoroughly equipped, though in most hemispheres, blackboards, 
Maps of Nova Scotia, ball-frames and hand-iells can be found. A very few
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yet entirely without apparatus of any kind, and are but a single' remove 
from our most primitive style of school. The school-books in use are those 
prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction. These are not often kept as 
public property, and the supply in a large number of sections is by no means 
equal to the demands of the school. Indeed the want of a sufficient supply of 
text books for school uses is a standing complaint of teachers of nearly every 
grade.

are

The number of different teachers employed during the year was one hun­
dred and twenty-six, as shown in the subjoined exhibit :—

Winteb Term.
Females.Males.

B, C. D. E. 
1 14 29 24

C. D. 
9 16

A.
1

Summer Teem.
Females.Males.

E.B. 0. 
1 , 14

C. D. 
6 11

A.
241

The teachers of this County are 8s a body, laborious and painstaking in the 
discharge of their duties, while their services are much too often very inade­
quately remunerated. There are a few, however, who could be spared to other 

payments, without their retirement being a source of much regret or loss to 
the schools over which they preside. The trained teacher, possessing as he 
does, many advantages over the untrained, is as a rule, here as elsewhere, much 
more successful in the discharge of his duties, than the untrained. The num­
ber of the former class seeking employment in this county is, I regret to say, 
extremely small, and this will probably remain the case until the law shall 
make it necessary for every applicant for teacher to teach in the public schools, 
to spend a term,"at least, in some training school, subject to its approval.

During the year just closed I have visited all the sections having schools 
in operation within the county, except six. Three of these were smaller 
sections, having as before remarked, schools in winter only, and at the time 
of the year nearly inaccessible. The remaining three were' not visited, owing 
to the bad condition of the roads in one instance, and in two others through 
my want of knowledge of the locality in which they were situated. The 
larger number of sections not having schools were also visited, and efforts 
made to induce the people to establish new schools, or re-open old ones. " The 
School Begister has, generally speaking, been neatly and accurately reported. 
In a few instances only was sufficient carelessness exhibited in this respect to 
merit remark.

em

The School Returns (A) have, as a rule, been partly filled up, those of the 
summer term being much superior in neatness and accuracy to those of the 
preceding.

This cannot truthfully be said of the B Betums, which too often present 
the strongest evidences of carelessness and neglect in furnishing the informa­
tion sought by the issue of those important papers. I fear, Trustees do not 
avail themselves of the aid of the teachers in their preparation. The County 
Academy,' during the first term of the school year, was under the management 
of E. H. Owen, Esq., and, upon his retirement, his place was supplied by the 
appointment of John McLeod, Esq., an energetic and pains-taking teacher.

:
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47QUEENS COUNTY.

Efforts are constantly put forth to increase the usefulness of this institu­
tion, but while pupils outside the county town are so tardy in availing them­
selves of its advantages, the objects of its organization will, in a great measure, 
fail to be attained, and murmurs of dissatisfaction continually be heard.

In closing the Report, permit me to offer to Trustees and others, whose 
hospitality I have enjoyed on many occasions my sincerest gratitude, and to 
yourself, sir, my best thanks for the uniform courtesy and attention my com­
munications have at all times received at your hands.

Respectfully submitted,
G. W. Hiltz.v

Rev. A. S. Hunt, M. A.,
Superintendent of Education.

QUEENS COUNTY.

C. T. Andrews, Inspector.

I have now the honor of submitting this my third annual report on the 
condition of the public schools in the County of Queens for the year ending 
Oct. 31st, 1876. If in so doing I have offered to teachers and school officers 

suggestions than may be consistent with an official report, let the sin­
cerity of the motive be urged as a palliation.

I am pleased to be able to say that for the past three years educational 
affairs in this county have been progressing. In the number of sections having 
schools there has been during the past year a slight increase over that of 1875. 
This in consideration of the almost unparalleled state of financial embarrass­
ment throughout the entire county, is at least a favorable record. The increase 
in the number of schools in session is shown in the following tables.

Teachers 
Employed.

Sib,—

more

Sections having 
Schools. Winter Term.

31171874
37261875

. 25 411876
45311874
47341875
52361876

The schools, for the most part, have been taught by zealous and efficient 
teachers, and the people generally manifest an appreciation of their educational 
privileges. The following table represents the number, grade and sex of the 
teachers employed in the County during the past year.

Winter Teem.

Total.Grades.

Male.........
Female... 
Assistants.
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Summer Term.

pi
Grades. D. E. Total.

,

Male..........
Female ... 
Assistants.

6 0 18
11 11 37V 2 2

Ti-
16 13 oil. >jj

/
The number of children registered at school was for the

Winter Term............1892 with a Grand Total days of 122,450
Summer “ ......2179 “ “ “ 135,212

/louses.—-The school houses throughout the county are generally in good 
repair, and present a respectable appearance externally, although in too many 
instances, equipped with the necessary maps and other school apparatus with 
an economy too rigid to make the school attractive, convenient, or profitable. 
A steady improvement in this matter is, however, becoming daily more visible. 
Two shabby looking buildings, dilapidated relics of the past, were condemned 
by the Commissioners at the last May meeting, and the trustees of those 
sections were notified that unless they made provision for the erection of 
houses within six months from date of notice, the grants would be withheld. 
There are two other sections in the Southern district that will be served with 
a similar notice if they continue to allow indifference and jealousy to keep up 
a division among the ratepayers, thereby suspending building operations.

The school house in Grafton, a neat and commodious building, fully equal 
to the means and requirements of the section, was destroyed by tho hands of 
an incendiary, notdhowever, from the hostility to the school law, but by a 
young man who, sdthough he succeeded in his revengeful purpose of driving 
from the section «he teacher, the'object of his unreciprocated affections, he 
jnade his home toowarm for himself, as he was compelled to “ run his coun­
try,” with the officers of the law like hounds on his track. Arrangements 
were made at once for re-building.

East Port Medway has completed the outside of a substantial and 
dious building, and by constructing temporary long desks, have been able to 
use it for school purposes during the past summer. For their praiseworthy 
exertions they have been rewarded in having for the summer a large and 
cessful school.

A new house has been erected in Albany New Section, and will probably 
be completed about next autumn. About three miles from Mill Village, on the 
Bridgewater road, is a new settlement containing upwards of twenty children 
of a school-going age. By the active co-operation of Chas. D. Mack, Esq., 
new section, appropriately called “Denmark,” No. 25, was formed in this 
place. Trustees were appointed, a teacher engaged, and operations com­
menced in a private house, when a very profitable school was taught during 
the summer by Miss Fitzgerald. The trustees have made preparations for 
building a new house, which will, no doubt, be ready for use next fall.

Graded Schools.—The Graded Schools in Mill Village and Milton have 
been taught by Messrs. D. Mack and Nicholas Smith, men of rare qualifica­
tions, tact and experience, earnestly devoted to their professional duties, and 
laboring with commendable zeal and success. The thoroughness and efficiency 
of these schools are shown in the pupils applying for license at the annual 
examination, all of whom succeeded iu obtaining some grade, and nearly all
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49WEEKS COUNTY.

received the grade sought. I am glad that the services of Mr. Mack have 
been retained for another year, while it is with regret that I have to inform 
you that Mr. Smith has removed to Yarmouth County. That his place may 
be filled by his successor, I doubtfully hope. Mr. Smith left ihe impress of 
his genius upon the inside of his pupils’ "

The Graded Schools in Port Medway and Brooklyn have bee* very credit­
ably conducted by Miss Cohoon and Miss Phalen. With pleasure, neverthe­
less, I welcome back the old teachers Messrs. Baker'and Richardson.

County Academy.—This institution under the judicious management of Mr. 
McVicar, is advancing as rapidly as a zealous and efficient staff of teachers, 
following an improved system of imparting instruction, can carry their pupils 
on. This, however, is the bright side of the picture. On viewing the darker 
side I find prevailing among a number of our younger teachers much ignorance, 
and the most inadequate views of the fundamental principle of education, the 

_endcontemplated, and the best method of accomplishing that end. 
possess a degree of natural adaptation to the profession, yet fail in consequence 
of a lack of theoretical and practical knowledge. It should be required of 
every teacher as an indispensable qualification for license to graduate at some 
^formal College. The superiority of the Schools taught by trained teachers 
places this beyond doubt. Teaching is a science and an art, and in such insti­
tutions its principles .are taught and practically applied. Here the teacher 
learns the material he has to work with, the different avenues through which 
instruction is imparted, and on intelligent notion of the best method of im­
parting it. Here he learns to organize, govern, and teach. He learns that 
“knowledge is not given until it is received,”—that he myst come down to a 
level with the child s mind and lead it on from the known to the unknown 
that he must succeed in interesting him with the subject presented, and the 
mode of presenting it, so that through the perceptive faculties he can develop 
the reasoning powers of the mind, and thus deriving principles from truths 
already gained, the child goes on, bearing in his own hands the keys to the 
storehouse of knowledge. Now and then, a teacher, who ha's been debarred 
from the privilege of attending a training school, though sincerely desirous of 
advancing in his professional attainments, will, with commendable candour, 
confess his ignorance, and ask for suggestions. To such my views are most 
cheerfully given and thankfully received. I endeavour to point out the relative 
importance of the means to the end, the latter being the harmonious growth 
of all the parts of the complex nature of the child—its full development, 
morally, physically, and intellectually, while the former is the appropriate 
exercise of these parts by the imparting of sound knowledge in such a manner 

to awaken, stimulate, and strengthen all the faculties of the mind.
The acquirement of knowledge should be made pleasurable. It is a pretty 

generally acknowledged fact, based upon observation, that at each age the 
intellectual action which a child voluntarily, and with pleasure, engages in is a 
heartful one; and conversely, the aversion to end dislike for any particular 
study is a proof that it is either not adapted to the age. of the child, or that it 
is presented in an indigestible form. Hence the error of presenting truths 
in the abstract rather than the concrete of substituting rules for principles. 
We need no better illustration of this than in the too common method of 
teaching grammar.

Grammar is the science of language, and is based upon the observation and 
comparison of facts, and our philosophers in language and our learned gram­
marians observed these facts before they ventured to write a scientific treatise, 
and yet some of our teachers will attempt to cram grammar into a child’s 
brain “ science end first.’’ When will we learn to follow nature? Language 
was spoken before it was written. Men reasoned before Aristotle or Whately 
reduced logic to a science*
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II BuiesAs a general thing, Grammar is presented to the child too early, 

are well enough, but the successful artist must see and observe and be vividly 
impressed with the picture presented to his eye. The skillful physician depends 
upon observation and experience for the correctness of his diagnosis.

Arithmetic.—A much better system of teaching this important branch 
obtains now throughout the county than that which formerly existed.

The preyailing error seemed to be in plunging the child at once into the 
mysteries of abstract figures, where he was left to wander for weeks in a region 
of useless and incomprehensible signs. Now the teacher will, through the 
medium of objects or the ball frame, give an intelligent idea of number, make 
plain the principles involved, and, step by step, lead the young mind from the 
concrete to the abstract, from the known to the unknown. Then, having 
thoroughly classified hfs pupils and expounded the rule, he will call into' bis 
service the sympathy of numbers as the most effective stimulant, and go on 
successfully with the work of explaining and illustrating.

A too frequent and general error is an insufficient attention paid to 
reviewing. The pupil is allowed to take his book and slate, and with an 
assumed air of business to plunge into a lot of new exercises in blissful ignor­
ance of rule or principles, and waste his time in vain and misdirected efforts. 
In some schools I have found a “ select few,” whose reputed standing as the 
« advanced class ” had prevented their giving attention to the teacher’s 
explanations on the board, so long as they enjoyed the reputation of having 
“ puzzled the teacher.” I also found it a source of amusement, if not satis­
faction, to ask such a class a few questions involving the first principles in 
arithmetic, as they were almost invariably answered by a look of blank aston­
ishment, strongly suggestive of ignorance upon that subject.

Heading.—I am pleased to be able to report a gradual improvement in this 
subject. That “.old style ” of singing the lesson in hollow, monotonous tones, , 
has, in a great measure, given way to a distinct, impressive, and intelligent 
system of reading. Hitherto the importance of this branch did not, in many 
schools, seem to be fully appreciated, and other more advanced studies were 
allowed to infringe upon the time allotted to this. A prolific cause of much 
of the indifferent reading inflicted upon us, is the Want of attention paid to 
the elementary sounds of the language. In some instances, upon questioning 
the class, I have found that modulation of the voice, inflection and emphasis 

altogether beyond the scope of their comprehension. I have invariably 
urged the imitation of the natural tones of voice, as employed irr common con­
versation, which suggestion has been followed by the most satisfactory results. 
There is a vast difference between an intelligent exercise of the mind in think­
ing and feeling, and a mere parrot-like action of the vocal organs in a rapid 
enunciation of words, which is too often palmed off as reading. Still another 
cause tending to retard progress in this branch is the Unwise and arbitrary 
interference of parents with the prerogative of the teacher, fn insisting upon 
a premature advancement of their children from one reader to a higher num­
ber before they have attained the required profifciency.

Music and Drawing.—These exercises I regard not only as pleasing recrea­
tions from the sterner studies, but as successful means ot communicating and 
acquiring knowledge ; and would earnestly recommend that more time and 
attention be paid to them in every school. In this respect we are certainly 
behind our American neighbours. Every teacher, without makingit a specialty, 
should be qualified to impart the rudiments of the useful art of Drawing. Its 

’ acquisition is a mental relaxation, while m point of usefulness words are 
feeble instruments in description compared with the delineations of the pencil.

Returns.—The A returns have been, found generally satisfactory, while the 
B returns are, as usual, far from being reliable.

Some of them are nothing more than a complication of errors, contradic­
tions and absurdities.

il
.

! 5
'

)
11 f

1
I;I1

were
i

1?
:;i
II

1 ; : f:
; ■

.

i -I
i



wm county. 61

One Section will be represented aa possessing ratable property 
times its actual value, while another has not more than one-half given, 
report nothing received by the trustees from “ all sources” and the commis­
sion to the secretary of the trustees will be estimated at $5.00 or $10.00,/In 
one o* two cases tire column denoting the amount assessed for the year was 
left blank, and in others the questions were answered by a formidable line of 
cyphers reminding one of a row of last year’s swallow’s nests.

ï'mtas.—The record of visitation in the registers of many schools betrays 
a culpable indifference on the part of Trustees. In the school manual, Sec. 
4th, page 20, the duties of these officials are briefly but concisely prescribed 
and there arc times during the year when the stereotyped excuses for the 
neglect of such important duties cannot be admitted. Trustees have it in 
their power, by a system of regular visitation, to afford aid and sympathy to 
the teachers, and stimulate the whole school operation. In many instances 
the kind and persuasive influence of a Trustee, backed as it is by a certain 
official authority will induce a negligent parent to send his child to school 
when a compulsory law would be resisted as an arbitrary measure aimed at his 
liberty. In appointing a secretary too great care cannot be taken to select an 
honest and efficient man, who will keep his accounts in a correct and business­
like manner.

In Lebelle Section the trustees were obliged to dismiss the officer for a 
neglect of duty, savoring, however, more strongly of dishonesty than incapa­
city. Parents, clergymen, and other public men might also do much more to 
advance the cause of education by frequently visiting the school, and manifes­
ting an interest in the work of both teacher and pupil. It proves a stimulus 
to the teacher, by causing him to feel that hie labors are appreciated, while in 
minds of the scholars, the visit of a parent is an event of no small importance.

The Commissioners have performed the important duties connected with 
their office with their usual zeal and intelligence. In the Southern District an 
increasing interest in the educational affairs of the county is plainly manifest, 
and I would heartily endorse the sentiments of those Inspectors who are 
advocating for these gentlemen a more substantial reward for their services 
than the thanks of the Inspector.

Examinations.—There were fifty-nine candidates for license at the annual 
examination in July. The results were even more flattering to Queens 
County than those of last year. When sections manifest the appreciation of 
education in employing efficient and realous teachers, they will, in many wavs, 
reap an abundant return Tor the additional expense of supporting superior 
schools. This is fully exemplified in the successful examinations passed by 
the pupils from the Liverpool, Milton, Port Medway and Mill Village schools. 
The same principle of generous salaries to teachers will apply to sections 
collectively or to nations. Much of the success of our present school system is 
due to the liberal provision of our teachers in the form of Government 
Grants, Bonuses, jtc. Indeed I ask for no more healthy sign of national life 
than an ample provision by a government for the support and growth of its 
educational institutions. Every child within its pale may be regarded as 
material in an immense political structure whose value and duration will 
depend upon its quality—as young members of a young 
future prosperity will depend upon the patriotism, enlightenment and devotion 
with which their energies are applied in her material, political and educational 
development.

In conclusion, I would return many thanks to my friends throughout the 
county whose hospitality I have been invited to accept—to the Commissioners, 
whose uniform kindness and co-operation I have already acknowledged, and to 
yourself for the prompt and courteous attention which I, as a correspondent, 
nave received at your hahds, as well as the active interest that you have
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always manifested in everything relating to the educational interests of our 
county.

Bespectfully yours,
C. T. Aicdmws..

Ber. A. Hunt, A. M., •
Superintendent of Educationr *

k \

8HELBUBNE COUNTY.
e

A. C. A. Doani, Inspector,
Sib,—

The statistical papers already forwarded will shew pretty fully the condition; 
of the schools of this county for the past year.

It will be seen that there has been a larger number of schools than at any 
time since the present school act came into operation, and though the regist­
ered pupils do not exceed those of some previous years, yet the Grand Total is 
much greater, shewing a more regular attendance.

There are now sixty-six sections in this county, and' in fifty-eight of these" 
schools have been conducted some portion of the year. Those not having 
schools were Big Port Le Herbert, East Green Harbor, Middle Ohio, Upper 
Clyde, Middle Clyde, Enslow’s Point, McNutt’s Island and Light House 
Island. Most of these sections are thinly settled and without schoolhouses, 
which will partly account for the absence of schools.

An effort is being made to erèct a school house at East Green Harbor where- 
there are a goodly number of young persons needing instruction. The people 
of Middle Ohio are also moving in this matter. A site has been obtained, 
material for building is being provided, and it is designed to have the house in 
condition for a school next summer. At Enslow’s Point a small house has 
been erected, and so far completed as to render it fit1 for a school the present 
term. A new house has been commenced at Charlesville, and is intended tor 
occupation next term. At Hamilton’s a frame has been obtained, a site chosen 
and arrangements made for proceeding with its construction as speedily as 
possible. Preparations are also being made for building a new house at Shag 
Harbor. The houses at Hawk and South Side Sections (Cape Island) have 
been completed, and are convenient and comfortable structures. In both, 
schools have been held1 the past term. Those at East and West Sable are 
nearly completed and were used for school purposes last summer. That at 
Louis Head it is believed will be ready for opening in the Spring. In some 
other sections repairs have been effected, old desks removed, and better sub­
stituted. Several of our houses are still unsuited to the wants of the sections, 
some are too small, others inconveniently arranged, and a few are worn out, 
defaced and uncomfortable. As these latter class are from time to time con­
demned by the Boards of Commissioners, we hope soon to report better and 
commodious structures in their stead.

The heating and ventilating of school rooms is often faulty. As on these 
the health and comfort of the pupils greatly depend, an improvement is needed.

Most of our school premises are now provided with outhouses y resolutions 
of the Boards enforcing their construction having had a beneficial effect on 
sections previously without them. It is to be regretted that in many instances 
the school grounds are not properly cleared or made suitable for the con-
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venience and amusement of the pupils. The house and its surroundings 
should be attractive, and means should be devised for physical as well as 
■mental training.

In reference .to the schools the tables will shew that sixty-one were in 
operation-during the winter, of -which twenty-two were taught by males, and 
thirty-nine by females ; and sixty-two in summer, taught by eleven males and 
fifty-one females. The latter, it will be observed, largely-predominate, and of 
these in winter more than one-third were of Grade B, and in summer nearly 
half. It will^lso be noticed that in winter only eleven teachers were engaged 
in the same section as during the previews term, and thirty-five in summer.
These frequent changes prove very detrimental, in most cases, to successful 
teaching.

The number of pupils registered in winter was 2990, being 674 more than " :
the same term last year- The Grand Total days attended by these, 181,228,

■ \ being 47,823 more than the previous winter. The summer registry contains 
'2830, or 572 more than the summer before; and the grand total was 189,075 
being 29,750 more than the corresponding term of 1875. This shows the 
proportion of population at school to have been about 1 in 4.4, or more than 
heretofore reported.

With respect to the schools, it is gratifying to know that in many of them, 
where first-class teachers are employed, and their efforts encouraged by 
trustees and others, good work is being done and a fair amount of scholar­
ship, proportionate to the ages of the pupils, is manifest. In several sections 
the advantages of securing the services of efficient teachers, even at consider­
ably advanced salaries, is -becoming more apparent, and a greater disposition 
is shown to obtain such as are known to be possessed of good qualifications 
for the office. Too many, however, of our schools are still occupied by infe­
rior teachers, and of the lowest grade of license because such can be engaged 
at a lower rate of ealarv. Few seem to realize that trained and educated 
teachers are needed for elementary as well as more advanced schools. Much 
of school progress depends upon good teachers, when they have the proper 
appliances for working with, and their selection by trustees becomes an im­
portant duty which they should perform for the best interests of the section.

In government we have found several of our teachers succeeding admir­
ably, and the pupils quiet, orderly and attentive to required duties. The rod 
as an instrument for enforcing discipline, is getting less in use, and in some 
schools is entirely discarded. Scholars usually understand when the teacher 
has the faculty for governing and respect it sufficiently to conduct themselves 
with propriety. If this faculty is wanting, disorder, noise and confusion 
ensue.
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In reading and spelling there is evident improvement. The phonetic dis­
tinctions are more carefully taught, and the different modulations of the voice, 
with emphasis and inflection, are duly practised. Some teachers ' read each 
paragraph before requiring the pupils to do the same, and if all teachers were 
good readers, such a system would doubtless prove very advantageous. In 
spelling, pupHs are being taught habits of observation so as to learn at sight 
bow to spell any word they may meet with whether in their reading lessons or 
other exercises, to write from dictation, to compete with each other# in classes, 
and to know the meanings of the words they use. I,

Writing is not so successfully taught as is desirable. Teachers attribute 
their failures to an insufficient supply of copy books and a want of uniformity 
in those provided. To this, in some cases, may be added, an inadequate 
acquaintance, on their part, with any standard system of writing, a lack of 
required attention to the proper formation of letters and the practising of 
the pupils on different copies and in different styles at the same time.

A few painstaking teachers have obviated these difficulties, and the results 
have been very satisfactory.

j
'

i■i

1

1

id
.....

• _____________ 1—



54 EDUCATION—INSPECTORS’" REPORTS

Drawing is another branch that is too much neglected. If we wish the 
young to acquire habits of minute observation, a familiarity with forms and 
outlines of models and objects in nature, they certainly need to be taught the 
art ol designing and drawing. Few exercises afford greater pleasure to 
children ; and, if their feeble markings were regulated by a skilful teacher, 
they would soon learn to delineate many of the objects with which they are 
surrounded. This has been evinced by samples procured from a few schools 
where drawing is practised.

In our best schools there are pupils possessing a pretty general acquaint­
ance with common school arithmetic and its application to commercial transa- 
tions. Intellectual arithmetic also receives considerable attention, and some 
shew great aptitude for mental calculations.

In English Grammar more oral instruction is being given, the different 
parts of speech are better understood, and a fuller insight into the analysis 
and construction of sentences is observable.

Geography forms an interesting study in all our schools. Calkin’s Geo­
graphies, and Nelson’s Maps are those in use, and are highly prized by teachers.

History, Geometry, Algebra and Chemistiy of Common Things have been 
taught in the most advanced schools and m many instances with marked 
success.

It is to be regretted that in some of our schools there is still an insufficient 
* supply of hooka and necessary apparatus. Teachers justly eomplain that they 
cannot perfora; required duties without material to work with. Trustees 
leave the matter of providing books mostly to parents, and many parents c: 
'cry remiss in this respect. The regulations of the Council plainly require 
the rate-payers to vote money for the purchase of books and apparatus as well 
os for other school purposes, and the trustees to furnish them, yet these re­
quirements are not carried out, and seem not likely to be unless measures for 
enforcement are adopted.

The books used are those sanctioned by the Council of Publie Instruction. 
The readers recently prescribed will prove a valuable accession, calculated as 
they are to please, instruct and claim the attention of scholars by the varied 
and interesting subjects presented.

As before stated, the average attendance has been better the past year than 
usual, and this is an encouraging feature. Teachers, however, still affirm that 
their best meant efforts are often frustrated by irregular attendance, and doubt­
less this is one of the chief {{arriéra to educational improvement. It is possi­
ble, as we have known in some instances, that teachers themselves might do 
somewhat towards remedying this evil by making the school room more in­
teresting, and by visiting the homes of their pupils, conversing with their 
parents and informing them of what is needed for the educational .improve­
ment of their offspring.

The registers are, as a general thing, correctly and neatly kept. Trustees 
are not always careful to preserve the old ones. "

The A returns are more satisfectorily filled than formerly. A few are 
still faulty, and have to be returned. The B returns are often defective. 
May trustees not seeming to know how they should be filled.

It becomes mv melancholy duty to record the death of one of the teachers 
of 'this county. Mr. Leander Reynolds had been but a few years engaged in 
the profession. He was a young man of much promise and was highly 
esteemed by his pupils and those with whom he was intimately acquired. His 
loss is deeply regretted.

In conclusion, I beg to tender my cordial thanks to you, sir, for kind 
advice and useful suggestions in your correspondence on matters of educational 
import ; to the Gemmissioners.for the interest they have taken in the schools 
of the county, and the generous aid they have afforded me in the performance
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of my duties ; and to teachers, trustees ahd other friends for the evidences of 
good-will manifested during my visitations.

I remain, c
Tour obedient servant, ?

A. C. A. Doane.
Rev. A. S. Hunt, M. A.,

Superintendent of Education.

\HALIFAX COUNTY.

Hinkle Condon, Inspector.
i

In presenting this Annual Beport, I shall, after referring you to the 
• Statistical Tables, only call your attention to the most salient points in the 

Educational affairs of the County during the past year.
Sections.—Although Halifax County reports 139 School Sections, yet several 

of these are so altered in their educational conditions that they cannot, in 
justice, be reckoned as sections. For example, (Ioffe’s Section, on the Guys- 
boro’ Bead, is so reduced in numbers that it would be impossible to Support a 
School, and the very few remaining children are accommodated in the Oldham 
School ; Tuft’s Cove is included in Dartmouth ; Blind Bay and Shag "Bay 
formed into one ; McHeffey Hill, in the Bural District, has been made a border 
section on Hants County. Eight other Sections, so far as the keeping of a 
school is codterned, are, for the present, practically extinct.

Montague, which has for some years, owing" to the generous interest shown 
by the proprietors of the Gold Mine, supported a good school, with from 18 
to 27 on the Begister, is now unable to do so, and unless the mining should 
be resumed, this Section will also be dropped from the list.

^This really leaves 127 as the number of the sections in Halifax County. I , 
feel that justice demands this explanation, as it is quite bad enough to be 
obliged to report 22 Sections as being without school during any portion of the 
year, but to leave the impression that 34 were in a like destitute condition 
would be a discouraging picture not warranted by facts.

We have no changes m the boundaries of the sections, in the past year,
/ although several rate-payers from Pitpizwick East and Spry Bay, petitioned 

the Commissioners to form them into separate Sections, urging in the first case, 
that they were at too great a distance from the school house ; and in the other 
that the house was not in the centre, and the road bleak. So determined were 
they, in the latter case, to be set off as a separate section that, in spite of 
friendly remonstrance, they erected a school house, evidently thinking that this 
proceeding on their part would form a foregone conclusion in their favor. But 
the Commissioners refused their consent, taking their stand firmly on that clause 
of the law which says : “ That it is earnestly hoped that each. Board 
missioners will exert its influence and authority to preserve, wherever practi­
cable, such a number of inhabitants in each section as will enable either graded 
schools, or the closest possible approximation to them, to be sustained in all 
the more densely settled portions of the country. No mere preference in 
favor of one section or another, on the part of parents, should be allowed to 
interfere with the preservation of the proper bounds of sections. Such bounds 
should always be determined upon as will enable the people of all the sections
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to educate their children in the most efficient and economical manner. This 
can be attained only by means of large school sections.”

Iu my opinion the interests, of education in this Province demand in this 
respect the most rigid adherence to the law, as there is always a tendency to 
the multiplication of school sections, which, if not checked, must increase the 
number of weak and inefficient schools.

New Houses. Hubbard’s Cove and Indian Harbor have comfortable houses, 
the latter with a class room. Upper Prospect has provided three good school 
rooms. I erguson’s Cove has also a house, finished outside which, when com­
pleted, will cost not less than a $1000. Dartmouth has erected a large and 
commodious house, very conveniently arranged, for four, and. if needed, five 
departments. The school rooms are all on the ground floor, and so well 
arranged that any one school may be assembled or dismissed without disturb­
ing the others. Cook’s, Hutchinson, and Little Eiver, in the Rural District, 
ÿitpizwick East, Musquodoboit Road and Newdy Quoddy in the Eastern Dis- 

• ™t, have also built new houses, making in all 16 school apartments, 13 of
which are either occupied or ready for immediate use. Those unfinished will 
be completed by or during the Summer Term. Twelve have been put in good

t
t
o
1

t:
tIn order to give a clear idea of the character of our school accommodations, * 

the following figures are appended :— $
No. of school apartments in this County, 134, which may be classed as fol­

lows :—

g

1 Z;
a28 Excellent,

48 Good,
32 Middling,
20 Poor, either as to the building or furniture, or both.

We have thus made undoubted progress in a very important part of 
school economy during the year 1870.

Blade-boards.—In many cases these are either insufficient in extent or badly 
prepared, and even in some of our good school houses the blackboards are of so 
poor a quality as to interfere much with their successful use in school work. 
Nothing would remedy this inconvenience more surely than the introduction of 
Bryne’s Patent Blackboard Preparation, as it is cheap, easily applied and very 
durable, as I can testify from experience.

Purnitwre.—I have been much annoyed in some of our new buildings with 
the awkward character and arrangement of the desks. The workmen have 
either lacked interest or skill enough to enable them to work from the plans 
furnished, and the consequence is that, although quite sufficient money has 
been expended to secure neat and proportioned furniture, much of it is 
plete failure.

Apparatus,—Outside of Partmouth and a few of the larger and wealthier 
sections we can report ^ut little provision made as yet. The first requisite has 
been suitable school accommodation ; other essentials will follow.

Schools.—A glance at the Statistical Tables will show in session for 
Winter Term, 106.
Summer Term, 114.
During some portion of the year, 118 in 105—Sec.

The Grand Total of Attendance, as compared with last year, gives an 
increase of 28,747. * ; ; t

The schools visited before tie summer vacation made an average of attend­
ance of 80 per cent. Thosé visited in the first and second weeks after vacation 
averaged less than 20 per cent. This, of course materially decreases the 
average for the term and may be accounted for, to a great extent, by the fact 
that large numbers of children are busily engaged, during this season, in picking 
berries for the Halifax market. °
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The number of teachers with their respective grades may be thus tabulated : 

Winteb Teem.
A. C.B. D. E.
1.- 49. 31.10. 18.

Summeb Teem.
A. B. C. D. E.
2. 7. 54. 41. 13.

This gives an increase of teachers holding the higher grades which, all 
things being equal, is a great gain. All things being equal I repeat, for one of 
the poorest schools visited, whether reviewed in regard to classification, mode 
of teaching, order and discipline or progress of pupils, was taught by a Grade 
B nude.

A case like this shows how important it is in the selection of a teacher, to 
take into consideration more than one point, and not be misled by the fallacy 
that because a man has succeeded in obtaining a B License he is necessarily a 
good teacher, and here it may not be amiss to remark that the principle upon 
which the bonus iâ at present paid seems to me faulty, as it only takes cogni­
zance of the grade and fixe year’s service which may have been in as many 
again sections. As the constant change of teachers is, on all hands, admitted 
to be so detrimental to the welfare of our schools, if a prescribed length of ser­
vice in the same section were required to secure the bonus it would become a 
corrective of a most disastrous practice. #

After several visits and much effort we have succeeded in opening a school, 
for the first time under the present law, in the African Section, above Ham­
mond's Plains. Our first step was to repair an old building, which we have 
done through your aid. We were.very fortunate in securing the services of.a 
competent teacher who opened the school, late in the term, with 71 on the 
register. On the day of my last visit 49 were present. Two of the Trustees 
were in attendance. The order was good and quite an interest displayed. In 
this, hitherto, neglected section there are between 90 and 100 children 
five years of age.

We have also b careful and successful teacher engaged in the Lucus 
Section.

The house in the Maroon Hill Section—thanks to your unremitting kind­
ness and help—has been plastered and made quite comfortable. A teacher 
has been engaged for the next term.

We are also endeavoring to create sufficient interest in the Guysborough 
Hoad Section to induce them to organize a school and trust that we shall suc­
ceed in doing so by Spring.

In the African,, Lucus, Maroon Hill, Guysborough Hoad, Beech Hill and 
Preston Boad Sections, there are about 250 colored children, many of whom 
have hitherto had scarcely any opportunity of acquiring the simplest rudiments 
of an education.

' If these sections are to be a credit and not a disgrace to. the County they 
will require much fostering care from Superintendent, Commissioners, Inspec­
tor and all concerned.

Their extreme poverty will also render necessary special aid for books, Ac.
I cannot pass on without acknowledging the kindness of Mr. MacKinlay 

who has, from time to time, been very liberal in his gift of books, Ac., for the 
use of these and other destitute sections.

Dartmouth School.—It is very gratifying to note the deep interest taken 
in these schools by the influential men of the section, which is manifested in

over
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\

various ways. This school has been for five years under the care of Alexander 
Mackay, Esq., a most efficient Principal, and* its distinguishing excellence is 
the fine drill in natural science which is given not merely in a dry and formal 
manner from the text book only, but is also skillfully illustrated by carefully 
conducted experiments. ^

A careful review of my Notes of Inspection confirms rfie in the opinion 
that where a school has been taught for two or more consecutive terms by the 
same teacher^in a majority of cases the improvement has been decided, and 
taking into consideration the number of young and untrained teachers engaged, 
the small and in some instances inadequate support given by the sections, and 
the constant changes which, most unfortunately, are still going on among the 
teachers, we may look upon the record of the past year with a fair degree of 
satisfaction.

Trustees.—I think also that some improvement has taken place throughout 
the county as regards the attention bestowed by trustees on their schools, 
although they are still far from acting up to the requirements of the law, I 
would again respectfully suggest that the amount drawn from the County 
Fund be made contingent on the discharge of their duties.

Halifax City Schools.—In November last I made a full and detailed Report 
to tfie Commissioners, in which I again called their attention to the over­
crowded state of some of these schools, and no doubt measures will be at once 
taken tô remove this obstacle to their success. Although in the discharge of 
my duty, I have been compelled to mark some of them as poor and inefficient, 
these are the exceptions, and the majority are doing their work well, and give 
unmistakable evidence of progress, while a considerable number of them excel 
in many of those points which go to make up a good school.

Two years ago the Commissioners made an important change in the Morris 
Street School by appointing a Head Master, whose chief work should be the 
teaching of Classics. John Jack, Esq,, the gentleman to whose care was 
committed the new enterprise, commenced the rudiments of Latin with 13 
pupils. The number has now increased to 18, 14 of whom are also studying 
Greek, The amplest opportunities of testing the progress of this department 
has been afforded at the various examinations written and oral. 1 concur 
most heartily in the opinion that has been invariably expressed on these occa­
sions as to the solid progress of the pupils. It has not only been solid, but 
in two classes at least, advanced Latin and Greek, it has been surprisingly 
rapid. *3

This special reference has been made to Mr. Jack’s department because, to 
a certain extent, it has been doing the work of a High School, and its success 
has fully equalled the expectations formed, and has completely vindicated the 
judgment of those who contend that a well organized High School is a neces­
sary part of the school economy of this city.

Very respectfully yours,
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INVERNESS COUNTY. 

John Y. Gunn, Inspector.

Si*,—
For the County of Inverness, for the year ended 31st Oct., 1876. The 

following Educational Report is respectfully submitted :—
As changes occur, from year to year, in the catalogue of sections, by ad­

ditions and sub-divisions ; in school premises, by improvements in the way of 
new buildings and increased accomodation ; and in the department of County 
Finance by modifications in the income and expenditure for school purposes,— 
it will be necessary to furnish the usual tabulated statements, briefly depicting 
the salient points in the existing educational machinery of the County.

In the combined Districts of the North and South are now embraced the 
large number of one hundred and thirty-five

School Sections.

1 > North...............
South...............

Whole County

Of the above, five district sections were formed during the year just closed.
In May, at the semi-annual meeting of the Southern Board—Albert Sea,

No. 36i was formed by the sub-division of Indian Rear! No. 36, and Centre- 
ville, No. 84j, resulted from the union of portions of Brook Village, Scotch 
Hill and Skye Glen Sections.

At the regular semi-annual meeting of the Northern Board, held a 
week subsequently to the session of the Sputh—Salt Spring, No. 28J, and 
Eastern Harbor, No. 3j, were formed by the sub-division of Little Narrows,
No. 28, and Cheticamp, No. 3|.

At the November regular semi-annual meeting of the South Board, the 
residents at the rear of the Banks of Judique were detached from No. 6, and , 
* new section formed in the locality, bearing the commemorative name of 
“ Centennial,” No 6J.

For convenience of reference in the distribution of the public school 
grants, subjoined is the amended list of sections now entitled to special aid.

In the Southern District—Craignith, 8. W. Bridge, S. W. Ridge, Glencoe, 
fllg Ridge, Judson, Ross Mill, to all as Brook Blue’s Mill, Big Brook, Mill 
Brook, Blues’s Cove, Gillis Cove, Boom, Rear Cragnith, Lake Horton, N. W. 
Arm, Rear Long Points, River Dennis Road, River Dennis Chapel, South 
Cape, North Cape, Scotch Hill, Skye Mount, Big Harbor, Seal Cove and 
McKenzie’s Brook.

-In North Inverness—Granloch, Pleasant Bay, Cape Rouge, Jacob, Big 
Intervale, Egypt, .Lake O’Law, Big Brook, South Settlement, Lewis Mount, 
Cody Settlement, B. C. Ponds, River Loch Bain, Whvcocomo Mount, 8. W. 
Egypt, Martin, Widow Lard and Glenmore.

At the May semi-annual meetings—Up. S. West (No. 15), Coal Mines 
(No, 18), McKenzie’s Brook (No. 18j), Light Point (No. 19), West Bay 
Road (No. 40). Port Hood Island (No. 63), N East (No. 71.) and Dunmore 
(No. 74)—all in the South were taken off the “ Poor List,”—while the fol­
lowing addition were made:—Craignith (No. 4), S, W, Ridge (No. 14), and 
Blue's Cove (No, 53).

46
89

185



In the North—King Eosa (No. 16), Up. East Lake (No. 25), and Big 
River (No. 36), were taken on) and none added.

Sohoolhmses.—During the year, at an aggregate expense of nearly $2000, 
I • schoolhouses have been erected at Eastern Harbour, Maryane Harbour, 
Whycoromo, Little Narrows, Salt Spring, Glencoe, Indian Bear, and.Centre- 
ville. these buildings, although with one or two exceptions, furnished only 
externally, reflect much credit upon the sections in Which they are situated.

f "” ”cw school-houses are now in course of. erection, and the sum of 
«3610 has been voted at the last annual meeting to enable trustees to pay off 
their contract. v

new

During the period elapsing from 1864 to 1872, inclusive of both years, 
over one hundred new school-houses were erected in this County- Five were 
finished in 73, and eight in each of the two succeeding years.

Accommodations ranging all the way from “superior” to "bad,” are provided 
for 6212 pupils, and the present estimated valuation of all the school pro­
perty in the county is put down at $33,577.

Bate-payers.—In the whole county there are three thousand 
ratepayers, owning property liable to assessment for school purposes 
ing to an aggregate of one million four hundred thousand dollars.

Children.—Over 6000 different children attended the public schools during 
some portion of the year, being over twenty-one per centum of the present 
population of the county. 660 males and 500 females attended during the 
winter, whose names were not enrolled during the succeeding half year. It is 
gratifying, however, to find these numbers largely 
ance of both sexes during the summer term.

By combining the number of schools in operation during the winter and 
summer terms, it will be seen that during the year two hundred and forty-four 
sections were provided with the ordinary appliances necessary for the.educa­
tion of their youth—while the humilating admission is to be made that no 
fewer than five sections had no schools of any kind during any portion of the 
year. In explanation' of such circumstances of criminal neglect, it may be 
stated that some of the sections without schools have been only recently 
established, and the rate-payers in one or two cases, at least, have not had 
sufficient time to make the customary provision for school support.

In no period of our educational history has their been a larger number of
teachers and assistants employed than during the past school year :__

Number, Male Teachers, First Class 
Second...
Third....

one hundred 
amount-

fresh attend-exc

45« „ -1»
« I «

Total Males employed................
Number Female Teachers, First Class 

“ “ “ Second....
“ “ Third.....................

Total Females employed......................

“ Males and females (all grades)
r Male Assistants, Third Class..........

Female

81
75

201
18
21
33

67

268
8

First “ ......
Second “ .............
Third “ ............

Total number Assistants.....,......

Total number Assistants and Teachers

2
4
6

f
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' The unprecedented commercial depression of the past year, combined with 
the general dulness in the agricultural and fishing industries, and tltfc extreme 
financial stringency which naturally resulted from glutted markets, and the 
absence of public works in the Province—have all materially contributed to » 
partial, but it is to be hoped, only temporary paralysis of the local sinews of 
educational support.

The total sectional assessments for the payment of teachers’ salaries 
for the school year, amounted to only $4,100. Teachers were paid in 
addition $7,024, through the Trustees from the tiounty Funds, and $11,057 
from the Provincial Treasury, amounting in all to $22,181.

By referring to the abstract of B. Beturos it will be observed that Trustees’ 
EPceipts amounted to several thousand dollars in addition to the above—a sum 
which appears to have been for the most part expended in the erection of new 
school-houses and also in the repair and enlargement of old ones.

The outlay in keeping in condition and providing a proper supply of Furni­
ture and Apparatus has also been considerable. Trustees and rate-payers are 
gradually beginning to understand that imported desks and chairs, owing to 
superiority of material and finish prove in time to be actually cheaper than 
those of ordinary home manufacture. Great care and no inconsiderable cob­
bling are necessary to the bare existence, beyond the second lustrum of school 
furniture of the pine and spruce persuasion,—while the imported article is 
usually regarded as serviceable for a generation.

Black Board surface which is amply provided, and which I regard 
dispensable auxiliary agent in communicating instruction—is not so universally 
utilized as I would have desired. On some occasions when the teacher is 
required to make explanations to his class, on the wall—it is just then unfor­
tunately discovered that there is no chalk in the school room. If pressed 
closely, the admission/ may come that there has been no chalk for weeks, 
months, or perhaps for the whole term.

an intermediate order, the black-board is used in teaching 
such special branches as Geometry and Algebra, but nothing else.

I*schools marked “superior” in the “Inspection Notes” the agency of 
wall is acknowledged and displayed in every exercise from the lisping child’s 

first lesson in alphabetical symbols, to the heavy class recitation in Mathematics 
and Natural Philosophy.

In a large number of schools the supply of books is getting tattered and 
meagre—a fact not to be surprised at, when for the past year only forty-one 
orders for books were forwarded to the metropolis. Books bought in the local 
shops are not included in this number.

I am delighted to find that a new Series of school-books has been 
adopted by the Council of Public Instruction. Much taste and sound judgment 
have evidently been exercised in the compilation of a series distinguished for 
copious illustration and a happy choice of interesting reading matter. In this 
series, from the domains of literature, history and science have gems been 
culled which should collectively find a lasting place ifr our Provincial school 
system.

Campbell’s smaller “ History of Nova Scotia” is rapidly rising in the esti- 
• matron of teachers and trustees. It has completely' superseded the imperfect 

sketches of years gone by.

t

f > as an in-

In schoo
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Income and Expenditure.—From all sources funds to the amount of $18000 
have passed into the hands of the Trustees, while the annual expenditure was 
a shade over $17000—leaving a balance in hand of about $1000 to meet claims 
against sections amounting collectively to over $2000.
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Passing to the A abstract for the Winter Terra» it will be seen that 138 
teachers were employed-^

24 first class Males>
44 second do» do.
87 third do. den 

8 first class Females»
10 second do. do.
16 third do. do.

105 Males of all grades,
38 Females of all grades.

Three male and six female assistants tvere also employed 
The total time served was 14,064 days, netting a grand total pupils at. 

schoTiT rf C^8’ ltil* a^owm8 a My average of 2,661 pupils at

The enrolment for this term comprising the names of 4,692 pupils in all, 
prised of, 3035 boys and 1657 girls. The discrepancy in the attendance 

of the sexes is attributable probably to two causes—(1) to a great extent to 
the hyperborean severity of the climate, espeôially in sections exposed to the 
lull swing of the Atlantic winds and drifts, and (2) to a custom largely pre­
valent in some country districts—that of alternating "the attendant of the 
sexes with the seasons—mostly girls in summer, and the large majority boys 
to winter, when the life supporting industries are not capable of development. 
^ Uf^ the number of children receiving instruction in the more important
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<4620 pupils were taught English Heading,
8868 “ «• Oral Spelling,

Dictation,
Geography,
Writing,

1960 Arithmetic,
British and British American History (Lve beentought with marked eile- 

eess. A good deal of attention has also been bestowed upon Composition, 
Algebra and Geometry, r

The abstracts for the summer tetm do not vary materially from those for 
the winter, 130 teachers were employed—

21 Teachers of the First Class Males,
Second 
Third

“ First Class Females,—
Second 
Third

66 Males of all grades,
34 Females of afi grades,

10 Assistant Teachers were also employed—4 males and 6 fem.W

For this term, the salaries of teachers were obtained from the following 
sources i— 6

"^-tdSuAsSesement.
County Fund.........
Government tirantw —see—— vaiwllv

•1
11698 “

1646 “
8381 •'
8196 «

1
t

(
1
i
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4
137 188 i6

11 f18

I

1...... 1181» l
8512I

. 5599 i
IThe whole amounting to the sum of.,.. 111487 i
1Comparing with the previous term, the Betums shew a slight reduction In 

the total time teachers were employed, and also in the grand total days m«rf«
I
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by all the pupils in attendance—the number for the former being 13,299 days, 
and for the latter 275,167 days.

The enrollment of pupils exceeded by several hundreds that of previous

Boys, 21721 
Girls, 2776 j

lnaking a total of 4948 pupils Ih attendance during the term.
Of the above

terms,

4609 pupils were learning English Beading, 
2898 “ « Writing,

" Arithmetic.4437 “ 12897 pupils received instruction in Geography, and 1645 were included in 
the various classes in English Grammar, Writing, preliminary, half text and J 
fine, was taught to 2898 pupils ; and in British American History 268 names 
were enlisted. The Geometry and Algebra classes were attended by over 300 
pupils of both çexes. In the more advanced schools Composition and Chemis- 

■ try, Latin and Practical Mathematics received more or less attention.
At the close of this term 10 teachers finished up their work without a pub­

lie examination. When a school is closed without an examination' there is 
every reason to believe that “ there is some rottenness in the state of Denmark.”

In the matter of school visitation, rate-payers and especially trustees are 
guilty of the most culpable neglect. When a fermer hires a man to dig a ditch 
tor him, before he parts with his money he inspects the work to see that itis 
done according to contract. But when a teacher is engaged to train human 

' beings for a hand to hand contest on the crowded arena of life’s battle, when 
his time of service is expired, hie dues are paid, and neither trustees or rate­
payers are in a position to say whether the obligations entered into with them 
have been fulfilled. In this practical age when one hundred cents in the dollar 
are invariably looked for, it may be asked if trustees and rate-payers exercise 
plain common sense in engaging a teacher and never calling in to see how he 
does his work, or whether he does it at all or not? To remedy this evil let 
legislation stop in and compel trustees to visit schools under their supervision, 
under the penalty of forfeiture of their otherwise legitimate allotments from 
the public fends.

To facilitate the introduction of the sxw Series of books into the public 
.schools of the Province, and thus secure that uniformity which is so essential 
to successful gradation and classification. I would respectfully sugge 
the Government should authorise booksellers to make a deduction of i 
cent, in all orders forwarded by trustees for books of this series.

I am happy to inform you that the late amendments to the School Law are 
favourably regarded.

One or two additional improvements rr
(1.) Teachers should attest to their 

School Commissioner.
(2.) Commissioners’ services should be remunerated.
(3.) Equal rights should be extended to males and females of Grade C, 

when employed in aided sections. The present interpretation of the law ie 
both ungallant and unjust, »nd would not tor one moment be tolerated on any 
soil where the cry of “ Women’s Rightt ” was ever heard.

(4.) Inspectors’ reports should guide in the distribution of the Provincial 
and County Grants. It is not in the nature of things to expect fidlen humani­
ty to take pride in excelling in a profession in which tike doctrine of rewards 
and punishments is ignored. In the ranks we have what Carlyle calls “ hide­
bound pedants,” with knowledge of little, save a peculiarly well developed 
faculty for extracting shekels -from the public funds. A middle class there also 
is with no marked characteristics for good or for evil
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“
with education, communicative tact, and persona] magnetism. How long will 
functionanes rendenng services so widely different in character receive the 
same “ recompense of reward" from the Provincial and County Treasuries?

At the last semi-annual meetmgs of School Commissioners for both districts

tirant among four or more superior schools in the County,—competing schools 
to have m addition to general efficiency two peparate departments—the 
advanced with a teacher of Grade B., and the primary with one of Grade 0. 
Facilities for the study of Latin and French are also to be provided.

With this emphatic movement to the front, it is to be hoped the night is 
rapffily passing away, and that the day is about to dawn Upon us, when culti- 
vateithught will be universally accepted as the true criterion of superiority.

With respect to work performed during'the year, perhaps the results of 
the last teachers annual examinations furnish the most reliable exponents At 
Margaree Forks 79 applicants appearedand 36 were successful. At Port Hood 
it , v 3 “PPM and 59 succeeded in obtaining licenses of some grade. , 
At this station two applicants for Grade B. made averages of 60 and 73. and 
two for Grade 0. 72 and 80. When out of a possible 100, an average of 80 is 
fested 8 Very minute acî nain tance with the subjects of examination, is

Again it is my melancholy duty to record the demise of three prominent 
veterans of the educational staff. y

JT$ P-P->r yehfs » School Commissioner 4 the
County of Antigomsh, and in this County since the inception of the existing- 
School Act—will long be remembered for his constant and fervid advocacy of 
temperance principles, for his zeal in elevating the intellectual and moral tone 
of the community, and for the honesty and wisdom of his counsels.

Hev. James Newton, for several years officiated in the two-fold capacity of 
preaching and teaching. His talents as a temperance lecturer were of a high 
order, and -in English Beading his audiences always considered him unrivalled. 
He was bom and educated in England and died at Margaree.

Henry McKeagney—educated in Quebec, taught school for several years in 
the Counties of Cape Breton and Bichmond, and latterly at Friar’s Head in

Z a teacher w“on,y equâUed by hia >*“ disp°9i-
To Commissioners, teachers, and other kind friends “ given to hospitality.” 

my most grateful acknowledgments are due. v
In conclusion, allow me sincerely to thank you for the friendly assistance 

and co-operation which I have invariably received from you, not only during 
the past year, but during our entire official acquaintance. 6

Very respectfully yours,

8:
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Superintendent of Education.
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digbt county.
John Ambbose, Inspector.

Sib,—
In making up my Annual fieport I have much pleasure in observing in

which the teachers were occupied in their school-workt-as norite .«« 111
The attendance at the schools'also shows a satistoory ZZ '****'•
i, u ?L *?e other h,and '} y11! be noticed that the number of female teachers o ding the lower grades of license has also increased. Whilst it is true tbnt 
some ot these held permissive licenses which they were able to exchanue îhr 
higher grades at the July examination, and a few other.™ ” excnange tor
this respect but yet zealotfs and successful in this work ; several1 others of 
d,lièrent grades were not such persons as the interests of sound education 
re9Jfcd" The Returns ofaome °f these will further illustrate this fact
re, JdhA ’ T'er’ ‘hre 19 1111 evil now at work, which—unless prompt] y 
remedied—will soon drive out our best workers esneeiallv .mono Fi ”P /

s^ïsttîîïîiSes."" **■* "to -
been «impelled to wait for many monZ’TmsLeÎ werethusuTatloTo6 
their engagements with teachers, and many teachers, to my own knowledge 
nave in consequence suffered verv ravpupIv a„Jj0 1 , «.nowieage,

rustees have applied to you. As no amelioration has yet, I believe been

had.™ ™ with a prompt and effectual remedy if such can be

ssnfi ss»X8ih5Saiti ss?s t
sufficient accommodation will be thehappÿrestft Soh0°ls aad

am glad to see the Council of Public Instruction has authorised the use

itrjT 01 rel^8 ** Vhich « » decided Æ onshore

*)

paid

;J|
■
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-^h®1*® 18 8^ip a great want of apparatus in many schools in this District, 
which I am trying to have supplied. The excuse of a want of school funds is 
urged, and after all—the prompt payment of the County Fund is the* great 
necessity here just now.

I remain,
Tour obedient servant,

John Ambrose.
Bit. A. 8. Hunt, M. A.,

Superintendent of Education.

BICHMOND COUNTY.

E. Benoit, Inspector.

Sib,—
I have the honor to submit, for your information, mv-Report of the schools 

tod the condition of education in.this County for the year just closed.
Section».—Two more sections have been added to the number last reported, 

by the sub-division, at the May meeting of the Board, of Caribou Cove, No. 
13, and Cape La Bonde, No. 10. The one formed by the division of the 
latter has been called “ Eoirien Village,” No. 66 ; that by the division of the 
former has been, named “ Port Richmond,” No. 65. This sums up the num­
ber of sections in the County to 66. The new sections, I am pleased to state, 
organized in September, and now have schools in operation.

In preparing my Statistical Tables, I thought proper to enter the number 
of sections previously reported, viz. : 64; as the new sections could not come 
into operation before the present year, and could not therefore be counted as 
belonging to the statistics of 1876.

There are yet several sections which it would be advantageous to divide, 
tonext meeting of our Board 1 shall have to recommend the 
division of 1/Ardoise, No. 28. The idea of erecting large sections in compact 
settlements is a good one, as graded schools, which have very decided advan­
tages over the miscellaneous, can be thus only established ; but large sections 
in most rural districts are not desirable, for they cause serious impediments to 
regular attendance. Where such are formed, many children have generally 
about two miles te walk to attend school, and the result is, that during the 
winter term, and at seasons when roads are in a bad condition, their attend­
ance is much broken up, if they attend at all.

There were 16 Sections having no schools during the winter, 7 during the 
summer, and only 3 during any portion of the year. Compared with the 
figures of 1875 they show a satisfactory advance. In 1875 the numbers 
were 16, having no school in the winter, 9 in the summer, and 7 during any 
portion of the year.

School».—We had 58 schools and departments in operation during the 
first term being two morethan in the corresponding term of 1875, and 67 
during the second term, being an increase of 4 over the number in the summer 
of last year. I have much pleasure to say that this number also gives us 4 
schools more than previously reported for any one term yet.

The County Academy was in operation the whole year, having 3 depart­
ment* and was ably conducted by Mr. O. T. Chisholm, the Head Master, who 
proved himself a faithful and efficient teacher. I very much regret to have to 
report, however, that very few scholars indeed availed themselves .of the in-
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Males. Females. Both.

31 27 '58
36 31 67

6 0 D. 3 In. 3

1876.

Winter Term...............
Summer Term..............

Total for the year.... 2

Total for the year 1875 0

A B

1 12
1 10

22

21

In. 2 1

The male teachers, as will be seen, have a small preponderance over the 

--over 7 yews in the service, 6 over 6 years, and 1 over 3 years; and of

i

=■=
to •4,6*0.00, which added to tiro sum raised by sections, will from both 
sources, an avenge salary, to teachers of all grades, of *186.00. Snob a salary 
is undoubtedly too low to secure the best teaching talent. Teachers' 
from Trustees must therefore be increased if farther progtess is to be -«A- 
I would ask.Trustees to make a note of this and have Km mind when they 
prepare their estimates % the annual meeting. Let us pay one teachers 
bettered we will assuredly retain and obtain thl best instructors, mid

receive

■ X

struction imparted by this competent principal. The number of pupUs regist­
ered m the High School m winter was only 20, making an aggregate of 11 
and the number enrolled in the summer was 12, averaging 7.8. From these 
statements it is clear that the Institution ie not accomplishing the purpose for 
which it was established and is maintained at so great a cost to this Province. 
Inis wul be still more evident when it becomes known that of the compars- 
t ively few pupils that attended it in the course of the year, not one belonged 
to other parts of the County, but to the section in which it is located. It 
therefore confers no benefit whatever upon the County generally, and it must 
be confessed very few advantages On Arichat section itself; in fact, the rate- 
payere generally do not seem to appreciate the Academy, and the large grants 
of which they enjoy ail the benefits such as they are. Correctly speaking, it 
cannot be called a County Academy since pupils of Arichat section oily receive 
instruction in it; and unless more appreciation is shown hereafter of the 
favor conferred by the yearly grant made towards its support, the C. P. In­
struction would do well to withdraw «600.00, and have it applied to aid sec­
tions throughout the County in furnishing their schools with prop# apparatus, 
j “P11*? **Pe“ded m this manner would do more for the advancement of 

education in this County than it is now doing.
Teachtrs.—The subjoined table will show the number, grade and sex of 

teaohere employed dunng the year, placed in' comparison with the same for

\

RICHMOND COUNTY. 67
8 3®iH 

iHpt
 Oi 

O
l 00

«

a ob V
i

pq 
03 go 

OO 
rH

Q
 

US
 i-« 

CO 
CO

M
 

H
 <M 

CO 
CO

1 1° 
S3 

$5 
S3

8



68 EDUCATION—INSPECTORS’ REPORTS

Attendance. Considering the excess in the number of schools in operation
Znd^Z7ZUnKri“i*lat>?afctPZv\arnot-andaï7gî

j increased, m lact they have not increased at 
lows.all,

dumber of 
Pupils 

Begistered.

Average for ' 
Time

in Session.

Proportion of- 
Population 
at School.

1876 Per Cent.

Winter.......
Summer.. rf\.

2537 1257.28
1516.00

51.63 i1 in 5.6 
1 in 4 92867 52.87

i
Total 6404 12773.28

2808.00
52.25 1 in 5.25 

1 in 5.2Total for 1876.. 6367 52.13 f
t

Inc. 37 tDec. 24.72 Inc. 0.12
t
iiHavmg had 6 departments more in operation than in 1875, these figures 

i‘Lto“‘7e 8 fa U!)g off- ?ut aPart from the grand cause of ignorance and 
• °fgtoct on. ,the ot parents, it must be explained, that sickness has, the past 

Y ^ considerably injured the attendance which otherwise would, without a 
doubt, have been larger than ever before. Diphtheria and other diseases were 
prevalent m severalsections, and in some to an alarming extent during the most 
part of the year, Grand Biver, L’Archeveque, and Fourche suffering most 
trom their effects. L Archeveque school had to.be closed for some time during 
the summer on account of sickness. In Grand Biver several deaths occurred, 
and the average made in the school, for the time in session last summer, was 
only 16 out of 66 registered. In the same school there were but 5 pupils 
present at the time of my visit in October, and Fourche school had but 3 
present. Xou can therefore understand that extraordinary causes contributed 
to lessen the attendance very materially.
... af!wo1 -H»"»"—Grand Anse and West Loch Lomond Stations erected suit­
able houses the past year and had them sufficiently finished to have school in 
them during the summer term ; in Bear Island, Black Biver and South Moun­
tain buildings are now in course of erection.

-1 J», report that the school house of Fourche, which was a suitable
vUi! ig’ been erec,ted only 8 few years ago, was destroyed by

rj® ne®Y tb? el** of the term, and painful to say there is too much reason to 
ISiwfM4 th.e,work of “"incendiary. It is to be hoped that the trus- 

gufityparty eVldeDCe *8 wil1 lead to the discovery and punishment of the

Apparatus.—Oat schools are yet insufficiently supplied with apparatus. 
Afow figures will serve to make this evident. .The average No. of square feet of 

d- 'urfaoe Per school is 25, which is fair; but the average No. of 
wail Maps is only 2. In our 67 schools there are but 15 Ball Frames, 13 

uiodm, and 1 Gazetteer, not to mention other important essentials which 
conspicuous only by their absence.

Amendment!. The amendments to the school law made during the last 
session of the Legislature, will meet with the approval of all interested in the 
improvement of the system and the progress of our schools; more especially 
that relative to property in the possession of men over sixty years of age was 
HS i""* resulting from the exception of such property to the ex- 
tent of $500.00 were becoming year after year more palpable and injurions.

.. would^again call your attention to the necessity of some change being 
made regarding the time of the summer vacation as far as Cape Breton and
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VICTORIA COUNTY. 69

8c0tif are ctonf'ra®d- the matter was left to each Board of 
nlZtd nf f°riTî r’ °r ^‘5® C”mmisslonera, the great inconvenience com-

fnrtR IL, P6™1* me htre to ®xPres8 my entire concurrence in the views put 
iorth last year in your Report on the much advocated compulsory attendance

s alTvcr^Jt'T C?TdkUt;and wo,uld therefore remain a dead letter. "1$ ■ 
“JT, vf!7. wel1 t° t»lh about compulsory education, but its advisability
ofthatanitty are “ÎT th™gT The machinery for the enforcement of a law 
° ltJl ure W°uld haVe t0 1,9 voryisunple indeed, if it did not jar somewhere 
a/‘aie? to. mu®h annoyance and confusion, retarding rather than advancing

is, has so far been worked satisfectorily and harmoniously, and it would be

probability, engender m its operation ; there are not a few who believe it is 
treading on dangerous ground to advocate that the State shall enforce attend-

E aS<S?£SS5 tttiaSRjsis ass
but that one is free also to send or not to send his child to them. The 
moment there is compulsion in the matter, the liberty of thé individual parent 
-hberty of coh^cience^COm6S rf°ne'rf the ^ principles of our constitution 

All which is repectfnlly submitted,

and

!\

I

B. Benoit.A. S. Hunt, A. M.,
Superintendent of Education.

VICTORIA COUNTY.

Kenneth McKenzie, Inspector.

In endeavoring to present the results of my observations during the neat

i stetaaattMBHftaas ss

Sib,—

. .p?
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dtpe1a--CentT.TL!on"Sg^

? .Section8' jiving tie one just named out of account 
having no school during any portion of the year was 9.

During winter there were in session 59 schools, giving 
some portion of the term to 00 Teachers, and during 
and 70 teachers. 5

/ 1874^5 of loTJ^U, aUUmer’ 8tl giving a difference in favor of the year. (ihean,umî>0/^ children at school for Some portion of the year, as given 

n» to i Retllf11?’'9,2823> making a proportion of the population, accord- 
^ ln^m° cen?us 1871, of 1 in 4 at school.

Tfl r/n"8 i4?16 • ’ Wiih 8ex ?nd grade’ Present a view of the number of
leachers employed during the past two terms

ployment for 
summer there were 69

em I

There was a
as

I
s
aWinter Term.
d'

ii
Class. hA. B. C. D. E. Total.

a
Males.. 
Females

' 111 6 17 32
11 a17 11 27

Total h1 6 22 34 11 59
waSummer Term.

olClass. C. Total. w
<3

Males.. 
Females 9l 31 m

11 89 th
-biTotal 20 70 in
to
w<In course of visitation it has been gratifying in general to observe that 

where the same teacher had been continued in the school for several terms in 
succession a gradual improvement of the pupils in the various branches of 
study was more decidedly noticeable.

Of the 69 teachers engaged during the winter term, 25 had been in the 
same section the previous term,—and of the 70 employed during the summer, 
33 had been in the same during the winter.

Most of the teachers here are quite young in the service, and were those of 
them who are more advanced in attainments, and who are inclined to follow 
the profession for some time, to avail' themselves for a term or two of the pro­
fessional skill which the Normal and Model Schools at Truro can afford it 
would no doubt considerably increase their usefulness.

29 of those engaged during summer had not been over 8 years in the ser- 
vice,—and only 2 of 1st class males, and the .same of 1st class had
been m the service over 7 years.
. 14 .*• » «»toer of regret that pupils in most of the school sections are still so 
lrreguiarm their attendance, and that the average of daily attendance is so 
tar out of proportion with the number registered.
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Although there can be little doubt that a great deal depends upon tie dili

tisSSsSseSFESSr1?rural sections would, it is believed,be in^eHe™ ^*ge the
given at a time better adapted to their circumstances, yet the coireictionseems 
more and more to force itself everywhere, that to effect 
provement in this respect as would be really desirable, a compulsory law with

and B, which have already been forwarded to your address.
* m»y state m general, however, that whüe their is still wide room for im

m Naming situations m sections in which they are well known lt tn ,!^
m nf th g, fymf lftb,!? c.ouId-in truth' be «aid of them all ; but of the latter 
as of the former. I would simply say, “By their fruits ye shall howto»”
andtesumnT *** 114 Schools’ 48 the winte '

so manifest an ira-

I

<!■>

r term,

l"hlch 1 wasenabled personally,although with difficulty to visit inAwust Î
which occasioned a fatiguing and dangerous drive on horse-back of 96 miles’ i

With regard to the Baddeck AcadTmy I haye little new to2- a , I
number of pupils last winter attended the Head Department and'scverafof

1
It seems but due here to mention that the School Commissioners of this 

Sem f 7 d68ervin^ 0f “»nks, which I would heroby kg *

ms. to.,™, ÆiSïitaSSSffiSSar

All of which is respectfully submitted,

a horse

to tender

Kinketh MacKïitzii.Bit. A. S. Hunt, M. A., 
Superintendent of Education,

,
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YARMOUTH COUNTY. 

0. J. Parish, Inspector.Sir,—

schools were kept open a longer time “ ,8 ln the upper grades, the
section to our previous list we have hnilt eV6r Je/ore’,we have added one new

fSjrrs; z csssc
*5,316jand the value of school property bye«^360d H f*1?’ ParP°

bbks sssjzs* «a& it:
each of the 68 sections in the County. ^ °n avera8« of «1,470 for
weeded 011^0^(1 tUse^iorTcapTbirS6114'!, T?e,Poorer teachers are being

filling their places. Still thereare a few°wh “ '!aj,s °f a higher grade, are 
£ shaken off. Time, I hope vJÆTv ^ ^ ™d «
Registers are more correctly and neatly kent tw?rdesire.d change, The 
more regularly held ; greater attention X^o S^1 examio»tions 
style of writing adopted, and more interest show in "he " ’ * Wtop

t
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term, I look foTa^accyssW, *1 ®Phools which have been opened this winter 
school statistics :‘c TIT ^ ^

again take our stand as a Progressive Gmntv ^Thl t "f the pa8t -year' and 
has had an injurious effect upon us as unon ni/ stnnSency of the times
Only give our 136,000 tons ofshipping nEhf “T™*1 communities. 

"The latT T °ther linLes of business,Igtdvan™?1” ’ Md W6 *M

them. WhaUs^now11 Mked/orTa ,th6 aPProval of all who speak of 
believe it to be desirable, I do not see how^t” ™ ‘ k,8® ffbf h,?wever much I 
In many cases I think it would be a dead letter ^TlÎT effectually carried out, 
cannot now be induced to attend to the easy and 1 ^ÎP68 1111(1 ^rotaries

and the still more odious^of: X^‘bsef»' «f their sectZ,

4g:
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"SÏrfthet re,layvr' wil1 be
to during the early^pring iLXs^so “haf ‘h® 8Urroundin8a win be attended 
He shall !>f> able JehC fouTct’s “I’
He hope, m the Province’ ' g ’ not to be surpassed,

The plan

i ;

supply Of schools àfos£Chin “K^ ^ 'to e™um a

1 - HÜ-i h -ûrsrsftst. Kxs
lîllilïpssss

courtesy I have invariably received fc,I „ exPre8™gmy thanks for the
intimately connected with the public s Jool/of Thfh® “T 1 haVe, been 80 
■W|ierintendence. P J ot thc “untry under your

is• '

sections

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Tour obedient servant,

G. J. Parish.But, A. S. Hunt, M. A,,
Superintendent of Education.

Æ
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