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PREFACE.

TuERE is no pretence in this volume to offer to the Canadian public
any new discoveries by the author in the lands of the Orient. It may be
asked, then, why write anything more upon a subject which has been
investigated and discussed by many learned men? My answer is two-
fold. Thongh the mine has been well wrought, and the rich veins of ore
have given up their treasures, there is yet ample to reward any diligent
workman. In the customs, language and life of the people, there is much
that a keen observer ma; gather of interest and profit to the reader, and
which may add a little to the light that has been focussed on the pages of
Scripture, whereby our faith in the Word of God may be strengthened.
Besides, as a Canadian, I have viewed the monuments, the country, and
the people from the ttandpoint of a Canadian ; and as many of the places
and subjects with which this volume deals have not been disussed by any
Canadian, or at least not presented to the public in permanent form, as
far as T am aware, I feel that I am walking upon new ground, or ground
that has not been heaten hard by the feet of a long line of authors.
Having spent much labour and considerable time in visiting scénes
and objects beyond the usual route of travel, and having devoted years to
the study of the monuments of the ancient Egyptian people, and the
famous subjects of controversy, in Arabia and Palestine, I issue this

volume with the hope that it may afford some pleasure and information
to the reader.
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The opinions and conclusions of others in regard to many questions
yet sub judice I have carefully examined, but have reached my own con-
clusions from personal investigation.

Christianity is so essential to the world’s progress in wealth, in peace,
and in righteousness, that the land of its birth, of its struggles and its

triumphs, is of interest to all who desire the development of the race

in all that is noble and godlike. Daily in Palestine T saw evidences—in

the language of the people, in their habits, their methods of eating,
drinking, travelling, working, and praying—that the writers of the Sacred
Record had the most intimate and correct knowledge of the land and its
inhabitants. Their descriptions harmonize with the state of things to this
day in the remote parts of the country that have not been influenced by
European manners. Their knowledge of the topography of the country
has been verified by all recent explorations. This is admitted by the
opponents of Scripture, who, however, refuse to accept them as trust-
worthy narrators when they speak of the signs and wonders and mighty
deeds of Christ. Let any man of unbiassed mind, however, ride through
Egypt, Arabia and Palestine with the Bible in his hand, and his testi-
mony will be that the writers of that Book wrote the words of truth.
Renan, the gay and superficial Frenchman who can with ease ignore the
facts recorded by the Evangelists, or pervert them when they do not suit
his materialistic mould, is forced to bear testimony, all the stronger that
it comes from a foe, to the truth of the Evangelists. He says: ‘“ The
striking agreement between the descriptions of the New Testament and
the places which lay around me ; the wonderful harmony between the
ideal portrait of the gospels and the landscape which served as its frame
—all these things were a kind of revelation to me. I seemed to have a
fifth Gospel before me mutilated and torn, but still legible ; and from
that hour, under the guidance of Matthew and Mark, I saw, instead of
that abstracted being whose existence ona can scarce help questioning, a

genuine but wondrously beautiful human figure full of life and n

tion.’
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PREFACE, i1i.

Whoever walketh over the Temple Area or under it will find that the
words of Christ have been fulfilled to the uttermosi : ‘“ One stone shall
not be left standing on another.” Jerusalem is trodden down under the
feet of the Gentiles, the Jews are treated with indignity by Mahommedan
and Greek. They are aliens in their own land, and strangers in that
ancient capital of Israel. The curse of God rests on the land, and ignor-
ance and bigotry are seen everywhere. Among the ruins of the famous
towns that lined the shores of the sea of Galilee, whose very sites are
matters of dispute among scholars, the complete fulfilments of Christ’s
prophecy of doom is scen in terrible reality. Fallen columns, and
entablatures of old synagogues, houses of huge, rough stones razed to their
foundations, heaps of rubbish, mounds of ruins rising up among thistles
and rank weeds, universal desolation, are witnesses from the graves of
the centuries whose testimony cannot be shaken.

I feel thankful to God for His merciful protection during my many
wanderings in the far East. The spirit that finally culminated in a
declaration of war in 1882 against Britain, and an appeal to arms was felt
every day, in the bazaars, mosques, and other public places. Rumours
of war were heard everywhere. The Mahommedans concealed their fierce
hatred and haughty insolence by the thinnest veil, and only the fear of
death restrained them from murder. Then it needed the utmost saution
to visit Egypt in safety.

To my congregaiion I feel grateful for their liberality, and also to a
few intimate friends, by whose aid I have been enabled to realize one
of my life desires.

The following resolution was moved, at a special meeting of the con-
gregation, by John M. Gill, Esq., and carried unanimously by a standing
vote :—

““That whereas the Rev. Mr. Burnfield has expressed a desire to visit
Palestine and other places in the Old World ; and whereas such a visit

will be of great benefit to him, and through him to this congregation and
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the Church at large ; therefore be it resolved that while we regret the
prospect of his absence, we cordially grant him leave of abse .ce.”

A few of the views in this volume arc original, the others have been
obtained at considerable labour and expense. I hereby express my great
indebtedness to Professor Hirschfelder, the learned lecturer on Oriental
Languages and Literature in University College, Toronto, for his valuable
assistance in reviewing the most of the manuseript. My thanks are also
due to the Rev. James Cleland, a man of ripe and extensive scholarship,
for his services.

My purpose in sending forth this volume to the Canadian public will
have been fully realized if I have added in the least degree to the know-
ledge or interest of the reader in the old and famous countries of the
Orient, and if T have been the means of deepening faith in Him, who is
the life and light of the world.

I trust that the reader will find, during the journey through Greece,
Egypt, Arabia, Palestine, and Syria in this volume, the same pleasure and
impi ration which T experienced, and that the hours spent in perusal of

this volume will not be in vain.

GEORGE BURNFIELD.

BrooxviLLg, Sept. bth, 1884.

!
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ITALY, GREECE, EGYPT, ARABIA.

CHAPTER I.
ROME.
“In the second century of the Christian Era, the Empire of Rome

comprehended the fairest portion of the earth and the most civilized pary
of mankind.”+-Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.

S I rode from Pisa, in December, the fields on each
side of the railway were green with grain and
vegetables. Vineyards extended for miles. The
vines were festooned from tree to tree in long
rows. In going south I had a fine view of the sea
on the right. Its waters, bathed in the bright sun-

light, contrasted finely with the green fields and white farm

houses along the shore. At the railway stations I became
familiar with two classes of Italians, the peasants, who were
clad in rough home-made material, who wore broad-brimmed
hats and heavy brogues; and under the arm they carried
bread and vegetables tied up in a coloured handkerchief, and
in their hands glass bottles with long slender necks. The
bottles, which contained wine, were covered with matted grass
to prevent breaking. These men were travelling to Genoa,

Spezzia, or Rome, to sell the produce of their gardens or vine-

yards. The other class is numerous in Italy. The typical

member of it wears a few rings on his fingers; glittering gems
2




10 ROME,

of a cheap quality adorn his bosom. He carries always a
slender cane, and is an inveterate smoker and talker. If one
asks his business, the universal answer is, “I am in commerce.”
It was dark long before I reached Rome. From the car
window I peered into the darkness to see the lights of that
famous city. * At first they appeared far in the distance, one,
two, three, then the number increased until I saw the sky
illuminated above the city, by the lights reflecting against the
black clouds. The train soon passed inside the walls, and if it
had been daylight, on the left would have been seen Porta
Maggiore, and near it the tomb of Eurysaces, the baker, on
which was depicted the whole process of baking in the early
days of Rome. Farther on were ruins of temples and masses
of the old walls, of kingly times. But the train stopped, and
the guard shouted, “Roma, Roma,” and I was in the once
renowned city of the great Ciesars—the city whose armies sub-
dued the world, and whose name is set in eternal glory by her
famous statesmen, patriots, poets and orators. I had been
recommended to a lodging place on Via Sistina, on the Pin-
cian Hill, overlooking the Piazza D’Espagna. The house
was kept by a Scotch lady who has spent many years in Italy.
She informed me there was only one room vacant, on the
fourth storey, and asked if that would suit me. A few flights
of stairs, more or less, was a matter of indifference to me, I
responded. There was another obstacle in the way, however.
One of the lodgers of the house had to pass through this room
in order to reach his own; it would be necessary therefore to
consult this gentleman. He was a red-faced man, of very
rapid speech, which under any excitement ran into hopeless
stammering. After a few minutes’ conversation he concluded
there could be no danger to him, it T took possession of the
said room, and for my part I was satisfied. The porter—a stout,
burly man, who occupied a room at one side of the entrance—
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A STRANGE NEIGHBOUR, 11

took my luggage on his shoulder and began to ascend, and I
followed. As the longest roads have an end, so had this. It
terminated in a small room, comfortably but scantily furnished.
The porter deposited his load with a sigh of relief. At the
rear of this room was a projecting balcony from which I could
look down on the city and see St. Peter’s, the Pantheon, and, by
aid of a glass, the famous places in the Campagna. Although
my room was high up I congratulated myself that I was all
the nearer the pure blue sky, and also had a magnificent view
of alarge part of the city. I retired, intending to devote the
following day to hard work among the famed objects of ancient
Rome. I fell asleep, but was awakened by a strange marching
backward and forward in the room occupied by the red-faced
man. I listened, uncertain whether to shout, or ring the bell
for a servant. The marching was varied by a rapid flinging of
boots or books against the door and walls. I concluded if my
neighbour was attacked by some midnight assassin, I was, as a
man and a Christian, bound to go tohis aid. I shouted, “Hallo,
what is wrong ?” The only response was the missiles flew faster,
and with greater fovce. “ Hallo, my friend,” I again shouted.
Then all was silence. Now I thought this scene is ended, and
hoped there would be no more to follow. Perhaps half an
hour passed, when I again became conscious of a hurried
marching, and rapid mutterings. This time my neighbour had
started on a mathematical tack: “ four and one are eight, two
and three are ten, five and one are twenty, which nobody can
deny.” I grew alarmed as to the sanity of my neighbour, and
quietly piled up my baggage and all the chairs and movable
objects against the door of his room, which opened into mine.
Gradually the marching and mental arithmetic ceased, and I
became unconscious of all earthly things. In the morning I
took down the barricade from the door, and stood ready to
defend myself if an assault were made, but to my astonishment
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he appeared sane and cheerful. On enquiry, I learned that he
became furious when his views on religion were opposed, and,
on the evening in qucstion, some one had challenged the cor-
rectness of his religious opinions.

Among the company at the house of this most intelligent
and kind hostess on Via Sistina were persons from the
ends of the earth, some secking health, some mere pleasure,
while others had found their way to the old capital of
the Roman Empire for knowledge. In company with two of
the guests, Mr. Anderson and his wife, I made a visit to the
traditional site of St. Paul’s house in which he lived while in
Rome. There are three places that claim this honour, but the
one we visited—house number two in Via Degli Strengari—has
the strongest probability in its favour. The late Dr. Philip,
who spent many years in Rome, and was an indefatigable
investigator, was of opinion that this was the true locality. The
lower parts of the building are evidently very old, while the
upper part is modern. We went up a flight of stone steps and
knocked at the rickety door. Some one invited us to enter.
In this room were three women, and eight or ten children.
The inmates and everything in the room seemed to have
eschewed water as they would a plague. We asked to be
shown into the foundations of the house, but were informed
the entrance was from the next door. The next door on one
side was a shop in which charcoal was sold. The owner
evidently thought we had little to do, in seeking admission
into damp, dingy cellars, and said he knew nothing of St.
Paul. We then tried the house on the other side of number
two. It was a baker’s shop. An entrance led from it into the
room which we wished to reach, but it was blocked with flour
barrels, sacks, bags of grain, and tubs full of dough. To remove
these was an impossibility. By climbing over the barrels and
squeezing ourselves between flour bags and walls lined with
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SITE OF ST. PAUL’'S HOUSE, 13

dust and cobwebs we finally reached the stairway leading
below. What one has done another may do, though she
be a woman, Mus, Anderson was equally anxious to visit the
spot, so with a woman’s determination she crossed this barrier
of flour, and wheat and dough. We were rewarded by seeing
the old Roman stones of the room in which St. Paul may have
written some of his most precious treasures to the Church of
Christ.  On reaching the street a erowd of old men without
jackets or boots, and old women with napkins of every possible
pattern and colour on their head, and about a score of children
gathered around us. Our appearance was not calculated to
command respect, for we were covered with flour and cobwebs
and dust from head to foot. Brushes were soon in operation on
every side of us. They asked us if we had seen St. Paul. Would
you like to live there ? inquired one old man with a twinkle in
his eye, evidently thinking it an unattractive residence. A
handsome douceur to the brushers, and we bade adieu to the
Arabs of Strengari.

A few minutes’ walk from the end of the Corso through
winding streets, and the broad steps that lead to the Capitol are
reached. There stood the temple of Jupiter, in which victorious
generals deposited the spoils of war, and offered thanksgiving
for their success in arms. It was rich in gold and precious
stones, and for nearly one thousand years stood on this spot
until the middle of the 5th century, A.p., when it was plun-
dered and destroyed by the Vandals. On our left is the
museum, rich in ancient treasures of bronze and marble. Here
is the famous statue of the dying gladiator, and reputed to be
one of the finest pieces of ancient sculpture. It is referred to
the age of Phidias. The figure is supposed to be that of a
herald from Gaul. He is leaning on his right hand. His left
rests on his knee. His sword and weapons have fallen from
his grasp, and his trampet lies broken on the shield beside him.
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His hair is matted, the death wound has been inflicted in his
rizht breast and the blood drops arve falling thickly down. The
face and figure and attitude indicate a terrible struggle with
death. The marble seems to whisper in the throes of death,
“Oh, what agony !” And yet in spite of his agony, he seems in
deep meditation, and is living again in the memories of the
past. To see this work is to see one of the highest efforts of
human genius.

I see before me the gladiator lie—

He leans upon his hand—his manly brow
Consents to death, but conquers agony,

And through his side the last drops, ebbing slow
From the red gash, fall heavy, one by one,

The arena swims around him—he is gone,
Ere ceased the inhuman shout which hailed the
wretch who won.*

; On the southern slopes of the Esquiline are a garden and
| vineyard, in which are the ruins of Nero’s palace. Tt was
! called his golden house, and extended across the low ground
where now stands the Coliseum, and even to the slopes of the
Camlian.  As one approaches, the building appears semicircular’
in form. A guide preceded me with a long pole and a light
athwched to one end of it. He showed some large rooms that

nrobably were scenes of unbridled vice, brutal violence and

death. The royal monster who occupied those halls spared
neither friend nor foe. He was an assassin of the vilest type,
debased and heartless. In theneighbourhood of the Forum there
was a dense population living in the small and wretched houses
of those days. In 64, AD, a terrible conflagration broke out

in this part of the city. It raged forsix days and seven nights,
and reduced to misery multitudes of the people. The destruc-

* Childe Harold.
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NERONIAN PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS. 15

tion of historic shrines was a loss to Rome, but the misery
inflicted on the people was an act of the most wanten cruelty.
To escape from the accusation of the people, and perhaps the
assassin’s dagger, Tacitus says, “ he inflicted the most exquisite
tortures on those men, who, under the vulgar appellation of
Christians, were already branded with deserved infamy. They
derived their name and origin from Christ, who in the reign of
Tiberius, had suffered death, by the presence of the procurator,
Pontius Pilate. They died in torments, and their torments
were embittered by insult and derision. Some were nailed on
crosses ; others sewn up in the skins of wild beasts, and
exposed to the fury of dogs; others again, smeared over with
combustible materials, were nsad as torches to illuminate the
darkness of the night.”* Their crime was not their religious
belief, but their refusal to join in the follies and vices of their
heathen fellow citizens. They were not dreaded for their power,
for they had none, but they were mocked and derided for their
noble qualities. The ignorant rabble reviled them with con-
temptible names, like Asinarii, for they were charged with
worshipping the head of an ass. Where St. Peter’s now stands
great multitudes of unoffending Christians were put to death
to gratify the passion of the people and the cruelty of the
Emperor. Clothed in burning piteh, living creatures in fearful
agony illuminated the waters of the Tiber and cast a horrid
light over the circus, where the Emperor, like a clown, drove
his chariot among the meanest of his subjects. Thus Roman
soil, by that monster of evil, drank in the blood of its purest
and best children, and on that blood-baptized spot stands the
most magnificent church in the world.

The rooms of the golden house are filled with darkness and
creeping reptiles. The bath was lined with polished porphyry,

* Tacit. Ann., xv, 44,
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and in the centre stood a fountain, whose waters never could
wash out the crimes of the Emperor. There were colonnades
and passages for walking when the heat was excessive, or the
. The floor
was of mosaic, and the ceiling was arched and frescoed. The
colouring was fresh,in places, but age and the smoke of torches

rain prevented a promenade in the royval garde

have almost destroyed the subjects. In many parts are dark,
dismal rooms, which were well fitted for deeds of heartless
cruelty. No light seems to have penetrated them. If they
were prisons, they were suflicient to break the heart of the
bravest of men. On the north of the Coliseum is the base on
which stood the golden statue of the Emperor as god of the
Sun, Though sunk into the lowest abyss of vice, the people
welcomed him as a god.*  On coins he was called “Apollo,” and
“ Hercules,” and the “ Saviourof the world,” and the poets urged
him to secure himself in the centre of Olympus, else the
equilibrium of the universe would be destroyed. He who had
slain noble Romans and innocent Christians was a coward at
heart. In his hour of need he threatened to kill himself, but
had not the courage. Driven from his palace he fled from
Rome, and creeping into the low chambers of the slaves
attached to the villa, he held the pointed dagger to his throat,
but it was driven in by one of his servants. Thus perished
the bloodiest of tyrants and the meanest of men. “ The candle
of the wicked shall be put out, but the righteous shall be in
everlasting remembrance.”

A walk of a few minutes in a north-westerly direction
across the low ground on which the Coliseum stands, brings
one to the Palatine, covered with ruins of the Republican and
Imperial times. When those palaces and temples were built,
whose ruins draw travellers from every land, Rome gave laws

* Early Days of Christianity, p. 41.
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THE SCENE OF ST PAUL'S TRIAL,

to the world ; her princes and nobles lived in unbounded luxury,
which finally issued in the degeneracy of the race and the
downfall of the KEmpire. Opposite the Basilica of Constantine
is the entrance to the Palatine. Immediately in front of usis
a grotto whose roof is covered with faded frescoes. In com-
pany with an archmologist of Rome, I turned to the left, and
walked over a street only recently dis

overed, paved with large

blocks of stone, that may have been laid down in the days
when Rome was confined to the limits of this hill, On the
right ave the ruins of the Temple of Jupiter Stator. Beyond
this is the Aula Regia, now spoiled of its marble covering and
its frescoed ceiling, and its beautiful works of art. Nothing
remains but empty niches and ruined brick walls, Behind this
are the royal gardens and ruins of the library and the academy,
where the young princes were taught philosophy, rhetoric and
poetry. The walls of the garden are said to have been covered
with mirrors by Domitian, that he might see behind him as
well as before. For it was the fate of tyrants then, as it is
always, to live in fear of a violent death.

To the right, adjoining the Aula Regia, is the Basilica or
Court of Justice. The throne was at one end, elevated above
the level of the floor. Here the Emperor sat. A marble railing
separated this from the general body of the hall; a colonnade
extended down each side, the bases of which, and also one
column, ave still visible. Outside the railing and at each side
stood a statue of Justice and of Jupiter. On an elevated place
on opposite sides of the hall stood the eriminal and his accuser.
The brick walls are yet standing, about twelve feet high. No
spot on the Palatine is so sacred as this. In this hall, in all
probability, Paul defended himself. There are ruins more
venerable with age than this, but they are heathen. This hall
is hallowed to every Christian by the very presence and defence
of the faithful and fearless Apostle of the Gentiles. No such
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trial had ever taken place in that Imperial Court. “If I have
committed anything worthy of death I refuse not to die, I
appeal to Ciesar.”  Then came that long and dangerous voyage
to Puteoli and thence to Rome. How great must have been
the anxiety of Paul! He was uncertain of his own fate. As
he saw the tombs of the Scipios and passed under the arch of
Drusus, the great prisoner’s heart would be filled with zeal to
show the descendants of those famous soldiers the way of Sal-

ration.  On reaching the spot where now the Arch of Constan-
tine stands, he would turn sharply to the left, and in a few
moments would reach the barracks of the Preetorian Guard,
After two years he was brought into the hall of justice. His
defence was read hefore a heathen Emperor who was the foe of
all that was noble and pure. He stood alone. “ At my first
answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me.” The
intolerant spirit already at work and the murders that had
been committed, were the signs of terrible trials in the near
future. Can we wonder, therefore, that the love of family and
life proved too powerful for some who had only reached the
alpha of Christian knowledge ? But there were men who had
imperilled their lives already. Where were they ? Luke and
Timothy, and Epaphroditus and Aristarchus, were probably far
from Rome doing the work of the Church. Some of them may
have been in prison and unable to help the mighty prisoner on
the Palatine, by words and deeds of true devotion, If eloquence
and tact, and the Grace of God could have been exercised over
a soul not already dead to all noble impulses and all goodness,
there might have been hope even of Nero’s turning to the Lord.
No such man as Paul ever spoke in that hall before. He was
fearless of death. It is more than probable he was released
from prison. “ I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.”
But in 64, A.D., the city was fired, then came the days of awful
persecution. Then probably he was condemned, cast into the
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Mamcrtine, and finally, according to tradition, put to death at
Tre Fontane.

A narrow path extends through gardens of orange and
lemon trees and among the ilex, and shrubs, and flowers, down
the gentle slopes of the FPalatine on the south-west. A few rooms
are standing about ten feet squarve. The walls are frescoed
and covered with sketches and writing done by the scholars
when the master was out, or his attention engaged. These
were the schoolrooms in which the slaves and servants of the
Imperiai House were taught. It faced the Tiber and the
Circus Maximus, and the Aventine Hill. The view from the
school is one of great beauty. There would be no benches,
probably. The pupils would sit on the floor or in the
colonnades. The master would also sit with his back against
the wall, or one of those pillars whose bases are still visible,
and teach them from the early poets and philosophers, or from
the more recent works of Horace and Virgil. The tastes and
amusemeits of schoolboys have been the same, whether they
were Italian, Scotch, or Canadian. What pleasure we have all
found in cutting out our names on the seats and desks of the
school, or « .rving a rough caricature of some bully, who was
both mean and cowardly ! Or, if the master had tried to break
his ruler on our knuckles, or had applied the birch to a degree
unpleasant to our nerves of sensation, have we not carved on
the benches and walls a figure of the dominie, which, however,
had little resemblance to the original? In orvder that there
might be mo mistake about the personality of the caricature we
have written benesth «This is the Master.” So the walls of
this school are seribbled with names and caricatures. On one
wall is a rude picture of a mill driven by an ass, and under-
neath is written “ Work little donkey as I have done, and it
will be well for you.” On anotuerwall is written “ Corinthus

has gone from school.” Peihans he had graduated, or become
S . (=]
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ANCIENT CARICATURE OF CHRISTIANITY, 21

too old to attend school, ur had become ungovernable and the
master had expelled him. However, those sketches are a bridge
over which we can walk and see into deeds of school life
nineteen centuries ago, and we can learn that schoolboy nature
has been the same in all ages. One of the earliest caricatures
of Christianity has been discovered on the wails of that school,
A cross is roughly sketched. On it a man is erucified, with
the head of an ass. Beside the cross a man is standing, adoring
the crucified one. In Greek is written “ Alexamenos is adoring
his God.”  There is a very powerful support thus given to
the truth of the Gospel. Near the Coliseum, at the base of
the Palatine, are 4 number of small brick houses in ruins. Here
most probably the Imperial Guard was stationed in the days
of Paul. In one of these rooms,or in one of the houses then
built round the Roman Forum, Paul may have dwelt during
the two years mentioned in the Acts. It is probable that
through the guards, or by direct intercourse, Paul made known
salvation by the death of Christ to the slaves of the imperial
household. ~ Curiosity would draw that class to see the noted
prisoner who had come so far and on such a strange question ;
and Paul was just the man to use every opportunity to teach
them of Christ crucified. While imprisoned in Rome he wrote
to the Church at Philippi, “ All the sains salute you, chiefly they
that are of Cwsar’s household,”* which proves that Christianity
had penetrated into the imperial palace. This graffite carica-
ture is witness that the truth was known by the slaves on the
Palatine. It is evidence that the theme of Paul was Christ and
Him crucified, and that this main fact of the Christian religion
was the theme about which people spoke and thought; for
when any subject engrosses the thought and conversation
at the public schools, it is most certainly a prominent topic

* Philip. iv. 22,
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in the community. This curions relic, now in the Museo
Kircheriano, gives us evidence of the truth of Paul's written
words, “I am determined not to know anything among you,
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” But what then in
thoughtless ignorance and hatred was a theme of mockery has
now hecome the symbol of power. The names of warriors and
princes shall perish ; the names of the brutal emperors written
on temples shall be eaten by time, and their figures carved
deeply in the stone walls of ancient ruins shall fade away
from sight and memory into a deserved and an everlasting
oblivion. But the power of the Cross shall become mightier in
the coming ages, until the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of God.
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HE Mamertine Prison, situated at the foot of the
: Capitol, near the Arch of Septimus Severus, is
covered by a modern church. Ascending a few
steps from the street, a door was opened by a guide,
through which I entered into a dismal hole. Its
sides are built up with large masses of voleanic
tufa. Below this is the ancient prison, into whose gloom and
filth prisoners were let down through a hole in the floor of the
upper cell. Now visitors descend by a flight of narrow
steps, and the credulous are shown a depression in the
stone wall said to have been made by the head of St. Peter,
whom the gaoler drove with violence against it. This lower
prison is about twenty feet long, ten feet broad, and a trifle
.more than six feet high. Three of the sides are built of tufa,
the other is the rock. It is supposed to have been originally
a quarry, and the prison to have been built over a well called
Tullianum. The spring is shown as the water St. Peter miracu-
lously caused to flow, with which to baptize his gaolers whom
he hadJed to believe in Christ. Sallus* says of this prison, “The
appearance of it from the filth, the darkness and the smell is
terrible.”  Secret passages led from the Mamertine to the




24 IN AND ABOUT ROME,

Capitol and in other directions. From a narrow lane north-
west of the prison I entered a subterrancous chamber from
which there was a connection with other chambers in the direc-
tion of the Mamertine, so that the so-called Mamertine seems to
have been connected by narrow passages with other terrible cells
in which deeds of unspeakable cruelty were done, and brave
captives perished. Jugurtha, Joras and Sejanus were starved
there or put to death by violence. It would be difficult to
imagine a more terrible dungeon. No light, no fresh air came
in except from that hole in the centre of the ceiling. Every-
thing was planned to deprive the prisoners of the rights which
God has given all men, and of which no Government now dares
deprive the vilest criminal. There is no clearer evidence of
the superiority of the Gospel over heathenism than the high
estimation in which it holds human life. What horrors have
been perpetrated in that dungeon in Rome! What wrongs!
What violent murders! The awful scenes of those days, let
us hope, are never to be repeated on earth again, and that
Christianity will gradually wipe out all wrongs from the laws of
nations, and human life be brighter and happier through the
spirit of Christ on earth.

Beyond the Capitol, the Forum, and the Temples of Vespa-
sian and Concord, and ruins of remote ages, stands the Arch of
Titus, at the summit of the old Via Sacra. It is forty-nine feet
high, forty-nine feet long, and sixteen and a half feet wide, and

was erected to commemorate the destruction of Jerusalem in

70 A.D. No Jew will walk under this Arch. He will make
a wide detour to avoid passing under it, unless compelled.
Under the Arch, on one side, the Roman soldiers are carrying
away the holy vessels from the Temple, the table of shew-
bread, the silver trumpets and the seven-branched candlestick.
On the other side the Emperor is drawn in a chariot by four
horses, and is being crowned by Victory. Around him the
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THE ARCH OF TITUS. 26
people are cheering mightily for the returning conqueror.
Josephus, in enumerating the spoils of war and glory of the
triumph on the return of Titus to Rome, says,* « But for those
that were taken in the Temple of Jerusalem, they made the f
areatest figure of them all; that is, the golden table, of the i
weight of many talents ; the :
of gold. And, after having

candlestick, also, that was made :
returned from wars of conquest, il
Vespasian built a temple to Peace, in which he laid up, as
ensigns of his glory, those golden vessels and instruments out
of the Jewish Temple. But still he gave order that they i
should lay up their law and the purple veils of the holy place, ‘
in the royal palace itself, and keep them there.” On that
Arch at the foot of the Falatine is engraved the evidence not
merely of the truth of Josephus, but of the words of our Lord
. in reference to the coming destruction of the city, and the doom
& of the Temple: “The days will come, in the which there shall
not be left one stone upon another that shall not be thrown
down,”t
It is a walk of a few minutes from the Arch' of Titus to
- the Coliseum, one of the most stupendous ruins of antiquity;
which impresses the mind with the idea of its magnitude more
- than even the Pyramids of Egypt. It consists of four stories
! on the side next to the Esquiline, and is one hundred and
fitty-six feet high.

The outside is covered with marble, and
statues were placed in the niches in the second and third stories.
The columns of the first, second and third stories were of
the Dorie, Ionie, and Corinthian order. The form of the
Coliseum iselliptical ; its longest diameter is two hundred and
five yards, and its shortest one hundred and seventy yards. The

~ interior had from sixty to eighty rows of marble seats, and was

- capable of containing 80,000 spectators. The fierce nature of

* Josep, Wars of Jews, bk. vii. sect. 5, 7. + Luke xxiv. 6,
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the Romans demanded stronger food than the refined dramas
of Greece. To satisfy them the Coliseum was completed in S0
A.D. for gladiatorial shows and mimic naval warfarc. At its
opening 5,000 wild animals were killed, and the amusements
continued for one hundred days.

Nero and Caligula used to strew the arena with cinnabar
instead of sand. The wire net that separated the gladiators
and beasts from the spectators was of gold, and the wall that
divided the classes of spectators was set with precious stones.
During the triumph of Trajan, over 10,000 gladiators fought for
the amusement of the people, and the madness for such shows
so inflamed the minds of all classes that even emperors and
wonien fought. Perhaps no spot of equal size on this globe has
been drenched with the life blood of so many human beings as
the area of this mighty Coliseum. Holy martyrs as well as
heathen gladiators have met death within those lofty walls.
Ignatius of Antioch is said to have perished here. The lions
devoured his fesh, and the Christians gathered his bones under
the safe covering of night. *At the entrance to the Coliseum
and at the foot of the statue of the Sun, men and women per-
ished in the flames kindled by hopeless ignorance and heathen
bigotry. Many, like Ignatius, for the love of God, were mar-
tyred by the most cruel tortures, by fire and iron, and by the
devouring jaws of wild beasts. If men who see in Christianity
only an ancient superstition, powerless for good, and hope for
the world’s deliverance from evil in the progress of intellect
and in the refinement of Art, would stand in that area of the
Coliseum, and people it with its tens of thousands as of old, and
compare them in their character and their pleasures with the
citizens of European or American capitals, the refining and holy
influence of Christianity will clearly appear. Let them remem-

* Walks in Rome, p. 137,
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ber that emperors in their purple sat there. Let them remem-
ber that the vestal virgins who devoted their lives to the ser-
vice of heathen religion, and the wealth and fashion of Rome
sat on those seats and spent weeks in succession gloating over
scenes of brutal carnage. Perhaps some Christian man or
woman is led into the arena whose only crime is, they fear
God, and live blameless lives. No eye of pity may look down
from that sea of faces on the defenceless vietim. Alone he stands
and fearlessly faces the agonies of a terrible death. The wild
beast may hesitate to attack, and the human beasts in purple
and fine linen send out a shouting like the roar of thunder to
express their discontent and to enrage the beast. Though no
friend sits on those marble seats, One sits on a throne in glory,
who beholds the scene. He shall clothe the martyr with
strength so that he will not say “ I deny Christ.” His body is
torn to pieces, and a roar of gratification thunders through
the air. But the martyr bas been true to his faith and has
passed through the fearful sufferings of death to a better
lite with God. Huch was the nature and such were the
sports of the best of the Roman people, who enjoyed the
heritage of Grecian culture and boasted the influence of poetry
and philosophy.

Christianity, however, has taught nations to save life and
not to destroy it. By its spirit, asylums and hospitals are
erected for the insane, the aged and the unfortunate, instead of
Coliseums for brutal games and fierce murders. The difference
between heathen Rome and Christian capitals now is that the
spirit of Christ governs these even though imperfectly, and has
taught us that man is in the image of God and his life is
superior to that of a beast. The magnitude and even the ruins
of the Coliseum awe one as he gazes on the walls hoary with
eighteen centuries, and the witnesses of so many horrid cruel-
ties. Its stability seemed secure to the early pilgrims to Rome,
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THE COLISEUM,

but time and plunder will destroy the proudest works of human
senius and power, Their prophecy ran thus:

Quamdiu stabit Colyseus, stabit et Roma ;
Quando cadet Colyseus, cadet Roma ;
Quando cadet Roma, cadet et Mundus.

While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand ;
When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall ;
When Rome falls, the World shall also fall.

Rome is a city of churches, some of which are of architec-
tural intevest, and others famous for their antiquity or their
history. About half way along the Corso in the direction of
the Capitol, turning to the right, and after a brisk walk through
narrow and winding streets, in which are Italians ‘whose
ippearance does not make a stranger feel at home and assured
' of his safety, the illustrious Pantheon is reached. It was
| erected 17 B.c,, and dedicated by Agrippa to Augustus. For
* solidity of structire, the beauty of its rotunda and its general
symmetry, nothing excels it in Rome. None can enter the
Pantheon without the deepest emotion, for there some of Rome’s
: mightiest men in war and in literature walked, and worshipped
* the deities of Rome. The portico is one hundred and ten
| feet long, forty-four feet deep, and the ceiling is supported
by sixteen columns of oriental granite, over forty-six feet
' high and five feet in diameter. The diameter of the rotunda
is one hundred and forty-three feet, and light is admitted into
the church through an opening twenty-eight feet in diameter
' in the top of the dome. No edifice in Rome impressed me with
an idea of its strength so much as this. For nigh twenty cen-

- turies it has been exposed to fire and ravages of barbarians,

The Tiber has risen up within its walls, and time has been
| powerless to shake its strong foundations. While other monu-
ments are seen only in their dignified ruins, one can gaze on

-
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this most perfect monument of the skill and wealth of Rome,
Of its wealth of ornamentation, it is enough to say that
450,250 1bs, of bronze were taken from its ceiling to form the
haldacchine of St. Peter’s and to make eannon for the fortress
of St. Angelo. It became a Christian Church in 608 A.p.
Within its walls are buried some of Rome’s most famous artists,
Raphael and Caracci Del Vaga, who have reached the summit
of fame, and added to the wealth of the world’s treasures, and
left as their legacy sources of pleasure for all time. The con-
version of the Pantheon into a Church in which truth, though
diluted with superstition and fanaticism, is tanght, is prophetic
of the ultimate triumph of the Gospel of Christ. As the niches
of the Pantheon have been emptied of Jupiter, and Minerva,
and Mars, and robbed of their heathen splendour, so shall all
heathen ideas and forms be swept away by the river of the
waters of life which shall rise in volume and power with the
centuries, until it shall sweep away evil from the creeds, as well
as‘from the hearts of men. Then the world shall be a holy
Pantheon, from which shall be torn down the idols that defile
and debase what is noble in the soul. Byron thus speaks of
the Roman Pantheon :—

Shrine of all saints and temple of all gods,

From Jove to Jesus—spared and blessed by time
Looking tranquillity, while falls or nods

Arch, Empire, each thing round thee, and man plods
His way through thorns to ashes—glorious dome !
Shalt thou not last ! Time’s scythe and tyrants’ rods
Shiver upon thee—sanctuary and home

Of art and piety—Pantheon !-—pride of Rome.

’

Crossing the bridge of St. Angelo, with its figures as if
guardian angels of the yellow Tiber, flowing sluggishly below,
and passing along the Borgo Nuovo, the Piazza of St. Peter is

reached. On the right and left are the immense colonnades,
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sixty-one feet wide, sixty-four feet high, and composed of

two hundred and eighty-four Doric columns. In the centre
of this enclosed area, which forms a splendid approach to the
costliest and largest church in the world, stands a granite
obelisk from Heliopolis in Egypt. The weight is thirty-six
tons; it was originally dedicated to Augustus and Tiberius
by Caligula, as the Latin inscription, still legible, testifies. On
one side of this heathen monument is a Bible truth which the
wise men of Heliopolis never knew, and is the foundation of
the world’s hope : The Lion of the tribe of Judah has prevailed.
“Vicit Leo de tribu Iuda.” Beyond stretches the great facade,
and above and beyond is the magnificent dome. By a broad
flight of stairs I reached the vestibule, four hundred and sixty-
eight feet long; then puxhﬁ\g aside the leather covering over
the door, I entered. The magnitude, wealth and beauty of St.
Peter’s are oppressive. At first every object is colossal, but the
visitor; its massive pillars, its statues of saints and popes, its
chapels, the nave, the aisles, the transept, the dome, everything
is vast. The church is over six hundred and thirteen feet long,
and four Lundred and thirty-five feet high to the top of the
cross. The dome is six hundred and thirty feet in circum-
ference. It is built on ground bathed with the blood of the
martyrs. In 90 A.D. an oratory was built here, and in 306 A..».
Constantine erected a Basilica, working with his own hands
in the pious undertaking. In 1506 A.D. the present church

was commenced, and was completed at an expense of ten

millions sterling. The princes of art have poured out their

genius on the work. Bramante, Raphael, Sangallo, Michael

Angelo, and Moderno have adorned it with the highest treasures
of their genins,
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Since Zion's desolation, when that He

Forsook His former city, what could be

Of earthly structures, in His honour piled,

Of a sublimer aspect ! Majesty,

Power, Glory, Strength, and Beauty,—all are aisled
In this eternal ark of worship undefiled.*

I had no profound feeling of devotion in it. There is an
impression that the God to whom such a structure is devoted
is full of majesty and glory, but I could never come near to
Him as “ Our Father ” in that great church. One could never
imagine a sense of sin originating in a soul there, or a deep
and thorough penitence for sin, and a consciousness of the
abiding love of an Eternal Father. The immensity and the
wealth of art are not favourable to such spiritual conditions.
In the midst of treasures of gold and bronze and marble the
spirit and the spiritual are wanting. It is not suitable for
teaching men the truth of the Gospel, or inspiring them with
heroice resolutions against evil and for God. Around the dome
where it springs from the supports into the air are written
in letters six feet in length, but which to the eye appear only
a few inches, “Tu es Petrus, et super hanc petram wdificabo
ecclesiam meam ” : “ Thou art Peter, and upon this rock will I
build my church;” and beneath the dome one realizes best
the magnitude of the building, its unity and surpassing
majesty.

Ascending the Scala Regia, the visitor passes through a side
door on the right into the famous Sistine Chapel in which are
frescoes of Michael Angelo. The ceiling is covered with scenes
from the Book of Genesis, representing the ereation, the fall,
expulsion from Eden, the deluge, and the sacrifice of Noah; and
hand mirrors are provided so that by the reflected light the
visitor may see these famous scenes to the best advantage. I

* Byron’s Childe Harold.
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noticed in the Sistine Chapel that man is full of vanity. In-
stead of being absorbed in the contemplation of the artist’s
work, one was smoothing his hair as he peered into the glass,
or admiring his moustache, or curling its slender extremities
to the proper position. Another was admiring his complexion
and arranging the folds of his coat collar. This was done by
sober-minded men, as to appearance, under the pretence of ad-
miring the master-pieces of Michael Angelo on the ceiling.
Vanity is in man, and all the genius of Art can never make
him forget it. Though his mother or wife should declare he is
only a common man, he will never believe her.

On one end of the Chapel is the world-famed fresco of
the Last Judgment. It occupies the whole end of the Chapel.
It is dim with age, the colouring is faded, and the wall is broken
in places. These detract from the beauty of the work. There
is a terrific grandeur in its conception and execution. Above,
Christ sits as Judge; around His head is a corona of saints ;
on His right is the Virgin, also Adam and Eve; on his left
is St. Peter, an old man with grey beard, looking eagerly into
the face of the Judge. No mercy or gentleness is in the face
of our Lord. He is no longer the One who will not break the
bruised reed or quench the smoking flax. In His face is the
calm, resolute determination of a righteous and omnipotent
Judge, to punish the impenitent and destroy evil. Beneath
Him angels are sounding the trumpet, and the dead are up-
heaving the stones of their graves, and a great multitude is
arising. On His right is the resurrection, and the risen ones
are ascending to the Judge. On the left is Hell, and the con-
demned, striving to rise to heaven, are struggling in agony and
despair with demons, who delight in throwing them back in
the flames below. One, ascending, tries to save his fellow, but
fails, for the abyss swallows him in its awful flames. A child
is clinging to its mother’s breast through fear of the trumpet
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sounds. Below is Charon, a grave-looking old fellow with wings,
ferrying over some into Hades. The two judges of Pagan
mythology are there. The despair, fierceness and unutterablé
woe on the faces of those who are falling into the abyss one
can never forget. The children of joy and despair are there,
the one ascending to the Lord and their everlasting home, the
others, beating their brows with their clenched hands, sink out
of sight into the depths. The picture is most terrible to behold,
But its horrors below are overbalanced by its glory above. It
is a realization, by the mightiest hand of genius, of the Eternal
truth, that sin abounds, but grace much more abounds.

There are few places in Rome of more interest than the
Jewish quarter, the Ghetto. For nearly 2,000 years the sons
and daughters of Israel have been confined by walls in a quarter
of the city often flooded by the Tiber, and have been treated
with eruelty by rulers both heathen and Christian. As early
as the second century, B.c., Jews were in Rome. When
Pompey took Jerusalem many Jews were brought to Rome as
slaves. Caligula wished his statue to be erected in the Temple
of Jerusalem. This, however, the Jews in Palestine opposed,
and 30,000 of them were killed. From then until Sept. 20th,
1870, when the Italian flag was hoisted over their houses,
synagogues and schools, eruelty and degrading misery have been
their daily lot. They were forced to attend in the portico of
Octavia to add to the glory of Vespasian and Titus, the con-
querors of their beloved Jerusalem. At the entrance to the
Ghetto is the Church of St. Angelo in Pescheria to which the
Jews were driven every Sabbath to hear sermons against them-
selves and their faith. Laws were enacted that crushed their
spirit into the dust. The leading streets of the Ghetto, Via Rua
and Via Fuimara, run parallel with the Tiber, and are connected
by many narrow lanes. Since 1870 many have emigrated, so
that the Jewish population is reduced to 5,000. The streets
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are narrow and the houses squalid. Many families have only
one room, in which six or eight persons eat, live and sleep.
Most of the business is done at the doors in the street. There
men, women and children busily toil at their trade all day long.
I saw their busy fingers sorting heaps of rubbish that might
have been collected from Jerusalem to Toronto—old lace, old
boots, old brass and iron, and soldiers’ cast-off coats, pots and
pans and vessels of every shape, size and name under the sun.
The street is full, and so is the room. Before and behind the
door are mountains of rags.

Daily, from morn till night they ply the needle, the scissors
and the hammer. What would be a hopeless task in the hands
of a western mother, and be heart-breaking, is done with appar-
ent ease by the descendants of Rachel. Under their hands
’ everything assumes a new form as if by magic. They are
1 poor, but thrifty and diligent. In company with the late Rev.
| Dr. Philip, missionary for many years to the Jews in Rome, I
i visited the Ghetto frequently, and never saw a Jewish beggar
| in the whole district. They have five synagogues. On Friday
| evening at sunset, goods are taken down from the wai.. and
deor-posts on which they have been exposed for sale. The
people, washed and clean, go to worship Jehovah in their syna-
gogues in Piazza Del Pianto, where Jewish ambassadors once
B | lived, ere Jerusalem had fallen and the curse of heaven had

‘ been poured on it. They wish each other a good Sabbath, and
in peace enjoy their evening meal, well earned after a hard day
of toil. The best of their shops are poor. I saw much misery
in their houses, and signs of it on their pale, care-worn faces,
but never was I importuned for money. Their condition is
greatly improved, and they are no longer treated withinjustice
and violence. The late King Victor Emmanuel they call their
second Moses. Under the free flag of Italy there are some
successful Jewish lawyers and merchants. For centuries the

e St

%




s have only
e and sleep.
reet. There
all day long.
that might
-old lace, old
uts, pots and
der the sun.
[ behind the

the scissors
n the hands
with appar-
heir hands
They are
e late Rev.
in Rome, T
rish beggar
On Friday
y waits and
sale. The
their syna-
adors once
eaven had
bbath, and
a hard day
ich misery
vorn faces,
mdition is
h'injustice
cail their
are some
turies the

THE APPIAN WAY, 37

captive daughter of Zion has been in che dust. The heel of
the oppressor has been on her neck. The cry of despair has
gone up to Jehovah for eighteen centuries, from bleeding hearts
in the Ghetto, and by the hand of the Mighty God they are
free to-day.

The huge polygonal blocks of the Appian Way are yet in
situ as they were 2,000 years ago. The ruts made by war
chariots and carriages of princes are visible to this day. Pass-
ing the baths of Caracalla on the right, the tombs of the Scipios
on the left, then under the ruined arch of Drusus and through
Porta St. Sebastiano, one enters this famous road. Both sides
are lined with the tombs of the great pagan dead. The large
tombs are chiefly on the east side. Broken marble pillars lie
scattered in every direction. Human figures are seen without
heads, covered with richly carved drapery, and human heads
and arms without bodies. Inscriptions in Latin and Greek on
finely carved marble are cemented and erected on the spot
where they have been found. At the sixth milestone is Castle
Rotondo, erected during the reign of Augustus. It is circular
in form, and probably was lined with marble and richly carved
figures. Now it is a Roman farm house. I saw a piece of
cloth stretched on two poles and on it some handfuls of straw
scattered for a bed. The floor was mud. I saw no window
nor chimney in this novel farm house. A huge gap served for
door, window and chimney. High up on the outside a dirty
woman shouted to a youth, probably her son, to look after us.
He soon made his appearance from some mysterious hole in
this tomb in company with a wretched-looking dog. Neither
dog nor boy could be called bloated aristocrats, for they were
exceedingly lean, and the face and garments of the latter had
been long strangers to water.

From Castle Rotondo the Appian Way seemed like a white
thread as it vose over the Alban Hills. Three miles beyond,
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according to Dr. Philip, are Appii Forum and the Three
Taverns. On the right are some brick ruins, broken columns
and mosaic pavement. This may have been Appii Forum. A
mile beyond these ruins is a place now called Tres Tabernz.
It seems to have been usual to have had inns near the Forums,
and the one referred to in Acts may have had three divisions,
one for the nobles, one for the officers of the army,and another
for the soldiers and common people. All classes of Romans
travelled on this road into Southern Italy, and some such
arrangement would have been quite natural. To this place the
Roman Christians came to meet Paul and cheer him. There is
no evidence they remained a night on their journey, going and
coming. The journey seems to have been accomplished in one
day, which could not have heen done if it were thirty miles
from Rome.

A fine view is obtained from Castle Rotm&do. To the south
are the Alban Hills and Monte Caro. To the left, a little, is
Rocca Di Papa. In the lap of the hills lie Tivoli and Frascati,
and many other lovely and noted towns. Away farther to the
left, where the hills sink down behind Frascati, is the spot on
which the forces of Hannibal encamped when he threatened to
annihilate the Empire. The dome of St. Peter’'s was bathed
in golden sunlight as it rose up like a thing of air towards the
blue sky. The peasants were hurrying past with bundles of
sticks to cook their evening meal or for to-morrow’s market.
The Romans built their tombs, like their roads, to endure, and
the custom of erecting monuments along the highways gave a
strong stimulus to the ancient Romans to display wealth and
taste as well as affection. This custom is very ancient,
Joseph was buried near the road from Jerusalem to Damascus ;
Rachel was buried in the way of Ephrath; the old tombs at
Bethany are a¢ the road side, and just beyond the modern
village ; and our Lord seems to have been crucified near a public
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road, for the passers-by wagged their heads and mocked Him.
The materialism of a nation’s religion seems to have been con-
nected with a desire to erect grand and durable tombs. The
stupendous tombs and temples along the Nile are evidences
of this. Personal and eternal existence seemed impossible
apart from the present body ; for this reason it was embalmed
and wrapped in fine linen; and the tombs of the kings and
queens at Thebes are very ingeniously constructed—not to
prevent their royal tombs being plundered, but to prevent the
risk of the body’s destruction, and so imperil their future exist-
ence. Along the highway at Ephesus also are vast marble
tombs of the Greek and Roman times. But where are the
tombs of St John and the other Christians at Ephesus ?
Where the graves of thousands of Christians who died in the
early centuries in Rome? Their religion was spiritual, and
they knew their everlasting bliss did not depend on their
arthly bodies. Their humble graves in the catacombs are
seen ; but the catacombs were to them church and home, as
well as graves. In those narrow, winding galleries of the
catacombs I saw the anchor, the symbol of their hope, on
their humble tombs, and the fish, IXOYZ, the symbol of their
faith in Christ. The dust of those tombs is that of men and
women who passed through great tribulation into heaven.
Their glory with God was their heritage, through Christ, for
they walked not after the flesh but after the Spirit.

Italy has the elements of progress and power, a fine climate
and a rich soil. In the olden days Rome lost the might of her
right hand and the fire of her soul in the lap of indulgence,
and the barbarians, fresh from their northern homes, smote her
to the dust. Italy is now free, and there is another mighty
factor that will help her onward. Uniil 1870 the only
Protestant church where the Gospel was preached was outside
the city walls, Now, churches and mission schools are every-
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where in the city. In the army a mission work is carried on
which is bearing fruit in making the soldiers better men and
more loyal and patriotic. Italy’s power will lie not only in
political unity, but in Christianity being the guide of the
people. If she be faithful to herself and take hold of the
living truth, her name shall endure, her people be happy, and
her power be for the well-being of the world.
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Cuarrer 111,
NAPLES, AND ITS CLASSIC SUBURBS.

‘¢ Naples siill preserves the Grecian mode of life, through those who
retire from Rome for the sake of repose, and through those whose age or

weakness demands relaxation.”—Strabo, Bk. v. 7.

ROM San Martino, the view over the Bay of Naples
| is of vast extent and of exquisite beauty.
Towards sundown small boats may be seen
moving lazily along the shore, with their white
sails spread to catch the gentle breeze, and steam-
ships sailing out from the harbour for Sicily, Greece
and Egypt. A few miles from land is Capri, on
whose shores Tiberius nsed to sit, surrounded by a band of
low Eastern fortune-tellers who were spending their time in
idleness and iniquity. The inhabitants are licht-hearted, and
enjoy dhe present hour, careless of the future. The blue grotto
and the splendid view from Monte Solaro are the only natural
objects of interest to travellers. The beauty of the scenery
and the uniform temperature make this island a favourite
resort for invalids at almost all seasons of the year. To the
right, away in the distance, are Pozzuoli, tue ancient Puteoli,
and the islands of Ischia and Procida. On the left, at the
extreme point of the bay, is Sorrento, and nearer are Castel-
lamare, Annunziata and Del Greco along the shore. Around
the base of Vesuvius is the excavated city of Pompeii, behind
which rises up the mighty voleano, belching forth from its
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apacious cavern streams of lava, and clouds of smoke and
ashes, Naples extends along the bay and rises in terraces up
the vast natural amphitheatre until it reaches the summit.
The Chiaja follows the coast and is close to the shore of the
bay. Here, on a beautiful afternoon, are to be seen many
tourists driving in stylish barouches and hacks of all sizes and
deseriptions, while the peasants are on donkeys or plodding
along on foot. Orange trees in the terraced gardens are laden
with golden fruit, and flowers of richest hue add beauty to the
scene. Its situation, its fine climate and magnificent bay are
the glory of Naples. Cumwm had been occupied by Greek
colonists in 1056 B.c., and along the whole coast Greek settle-
ments had been made. There had been a Paleopolis, and the
more recent invaders founded a city here which they called
Neapolis, or the New City. At a distance, Naples appears
like an enchanted city for loveliness, but on closer acquaintance
it is far otherwise. Its narrow streets are extremely dirty, the
people are indolent and fond of useless display, and the impor-
tunities of the multitude of cabbies, and their incessant and
violent cracking of whips, and the ceaseless pleadings of
beggars for help, detract from the beauty of the city and the
comfort of travellers.

POZZUOLL*

In company with a few other travellers I left Naples
shortly after sunrise for Pozzuoli. The road for some distance
extended along the sea-coast. On the right, the hills were
clad with vines and orange gardens. About four miles from
the city is the island of Nisida, to which Brutus retired after

#*“And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium ; and after
one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day to Puateoli: where we
found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days ; and so we went
towards Rome.”—Aects xxviii, 13, 14.
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THE SERAPEUM. 43
the murder of Cwmsar., Now eriminals are confined on the
island, some of whom we saw at work in the distance. Poz-

zuoli is situated on the sea-shore, and swarms with beggars, the
most impudent and persevering I had hitherto met.  Originally
a Greek colony, it was finally subdued by the Romans and
became a flourishing commerecial city. It was the Liverpool of
the Roman Empire. To that city ships came from the far
Fast with precious cargoes for the nobles and emperors of
Rome, and from it sailed ships carrying Roman soldiers to the
most distant lands. At the harbour the ruins of the ancient
Near that spot Paul must have landed

when on his journey to Rome to defend himself against the

piers are yet visible.

Jews, and make Christ's name known to kings and Gentiles.
There seems to have been a church there before his arrival,
for the brethren met him and desired him to remain seven
days.  We have no account of the origin of the church there.
Strangers of Rome were in Jerusalem on Pentecost, who would
land at Putecli on their return, and it is more than probable
that they made known the truth which they had learned
themselves. This seaport town was in close connection with
the East, and may not the mighty deeds of Christ and his
marvellous teaching have been spoken of by the sailors or
traders of those early days? The truth, however, was known,
There were Christians who claimed the great apostle as
brother. No tradition remains of his visit, of the house in
which he lodged, or the place where he may have taught the
people. The light and life of Gospel truth were quenched in
the darkness and death of heathenism.

The Serapeum on the north-west of the city, and not far
from the sea shore, formerly consisted of a square court sur-
rounded by forty-eight columns of marble and granite. Serapis
was the chief deity of the Alexandrians, and as they had mer-
chant ships on the Mediterranean it was natural that the




b NAPLES, AND ITS CLASSIC SUBURBS.

cultus of this god should find a place among the citizens of
that Italian seaport town. Parts of the columns of the temple
have been eaten by shell fish, whose shells are yet embedded in
the stone at a height of seven or eight feet above the present
level. From this we can observe how far the sea has receded
from its ancient level. I rode over the old Roman road, whose
rough polygonal stones are yet in situ, towards Cumee, founded
more than ten centuries B.c. by Greek colonists from Asia
Minor. From Cumw Grecian culture and mythology moulded
the customs and faith of the original inhabitants. The ruins
of ancient fortifications, temples and other edifices yet remain-
ing, attest the ancient wealth and prowess of the people.

From this point the route lay through a grotto of consider-
able extent to Lake Avernus. Our guide carried torches,
whose light enabled the driver to guide his horses through the
lavge blocks that were lying in confusion on the road. But
the smoke of those torches of tow almost stifled us, and as our
[talians was paid for each one, he had half a dozen blazing at
once, which produced such an illumination and smoke as were
both useless and uncomfortable. This lake is the mouth of
an extinet voleano. It is about two miles in circumference.
[ts water is clear and very deep. This whole region was the
scene of some of the most interesting myths of early times,
The lake is enclosed on three sides by hills clad with fruit trees
and shrubs and in the wild ravines Homer says the dismal
Cimmerians dwelt, and here was the fabled entrance of
/neas into the infernal regions, conducted by the Sybil.
At the point where the road turns towards Biwe and the
Lucrine Lake is an entrance to the mountain, called the grotto
of the Sybil; wild ivy and luxuriant shrubs overhung the
entrance, Pushing these aside we entered a narrow passage,
preceded by our guides. After descending this gloomy cavern
for some distance, we turned to the right into a very narrow
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GROTTO OF THE SYBIL. 45

passage, in which we found water about two feet deep. I
mounted the back of my guide and my companions followed,
each upon the back of a sturdy Italian. Into the darkness I
went, the feeble torch light only intensifying the gloom of the
horrid place. The passage terminated in a small chamber, with
tepid water to the cepth of three feet. This was the sanctum
of the Sybil. The room is black with the smoke of torches.
On one side is an excavation called the Sybil’s bath, on the
other is her couch, elevated above the level of the water.
The walls of this chamber have been frescoed, as I could
trace outlines of grapes and other fruit now almost obliterated.
A hole extending into the rock is pointed out as the place
through which the Sybil gave her oracles to the Roman
people.  Whether this is the scene made famous by the
story of the descent of Aineas or not, it is well fitted for such
a subject. As I'was by far the heaviest, the guides carried out
my companions first. Meanwhile I was left alone in that awful
place, my torch almost burned down. I thought of the
probabilities of being suddenly elevated by some convulsion of
nature or sunk into the depths of the sea.  What if those fellows
did not return 2 Every moment seemed an hour to me, hemmed
in by those gloomy walls. Standing opposite me, a mutilated
marble figure, as if some ghost had risen from the dead, was
visible in the dying light of the torch which I held in my
hand. “Halloo, guide, hurry this way,” I shouted, until my voice
grew hoarse, but no response was made, no guide came. As I
was about to remove my boots and stockings and plunge into
the water and search for the light of day, I heard the foot-
steps of my guide. In a moment he came in sight, and was
anxious to show me another room which he had not shown the
others. I said “no more rooms to-day,” mounted his back, ele-
vated my feet above the water,-and soon reached fresh air and
sunlight,




NAPLES, AND ITS CLASSIC SUBURBS.

POMPEIL

The most interesting of all the places in the neichbourhood
of Naples is the excavated city of Pompeii. It is the pano-
rama of ancient Roman life. Its houses, theatres, iron and
bronze vessels, and its frescoes, tell us what those ancient
Romans were and how they lived, nearly twenty hundred years
ago. The ride to Pompeii from Aununziata is one of great
natural beauty. On the right hand is the sea. On the left is
Vesuvius towering up majestically his lofty head, wreathed in
masses of cloud and smoke. The intervening space is occupied
by gardens, in which oranges, grapes and vegetables are pro-
duced in abundance. The origin of Pompeii dates back to the
third or fourth ecentury B.c. Situated near Vesuvius it was
exposed to danger, and at length was overwhelmed. In A.D.63
it was destroyed by an earthquake, and on the ruins were
erected those houses, theatres and temples, which are now seen.
On the 24th of August, A.D. 79, the terrible eruption of Vesuvius
occurred, which involved the city in lasting ruin. Showers of
ashes began to fall, followed by showers of red-hot pumice
stone, until the city was covered beneath the mass to the depth
of twenty feet. Pliny gives a graphic description of the flight
of the terror-stricken people to the sea, which was convulsed
by voleanic power, and in which many perished ; and from a
place of safety he saw the terrible doom that befel the city.
Many fled wildly in every direction with pillows and other
coverings on their heads for protection against the falling

masses of hot ashes and stone. It is computed that at least

two thousand perished during those terrible days.

At the entrance to Pompeii is a small museum containing
objects of great interest. It is a short panorama of the city,
and to some extent of the life of the Roman people. In glass
cases are a number of skeletons encased in lava, just as they
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pt,‘]‘i%llwl so many centuries ago. The finger bones of one
l,mtrudul beyond the lava that covered the hand, and the flesh
had been entirely consumed. Turning to another I saw the
sutures of the skull quite plainly, and the teeth also, were
quite perfect. One scene was full of interest. A woman was
lying, and beside her a younger person who may have heen
her danghter. The position of the body seemed to indicate
intense anxiety on the part of the elder woman to keep
the younger from their threatening docm. But death over-
took them both. One man was lying with his hand and arm
bent over his face as if to protect himself from the falling
ashes and stones. The figures were so natural that they
seemed to have perished only yesterday instead of 1800 years
ago. In that little room were skeletons of domestic fowl, of
horses, also all kinds of household utensils and weapons of
war. On the walls were fastened old chariot wheels that have
rolled in those grooves one sees now in the pavement of the city.
There are loaves of bread, charred cloth, rope reduced to a crisp,
yet perfect in texture and outline, by which one can see into
the public and private life of the people of heathen Pompeii.
This is a city raised from the grave of centuries, and it speaks
to this age with a many-toned voice. God has kept the Orient
unchanged to bear its own testimony to this age of unbelief.
For our good, too, has Pompeii been buried and raised again. It
teaches lessons from its frescoes, its walls, its bronze tripods,
its statues, that heathenism, however refined and cultured, can
bring forth only evil fruit, for the seed is evil. It cannot make
the people moral, or keep them from sinking into the lowest
depths of iniquity. The evidence of Pompeii supports the
truth of the apostle’s charges in the Epistle to the Romans,
against heathenism. If heathenism, when supported by the
culture of Greece, and by literature and philosophy, could not
preserve that city from moral rottenness, can these forces save
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the nations now from the same doom ? In so far as experi-
ence goes the safety of nations as well as individuals is the
holiness of the spirit of Christ.

The streets are narrow, the broadest about twenty and
the narrowest from ten to twelve feet. On each side is an
elevated footway about two feet broad. The streets were paved
with irregular blocks of stone, in which are yet visible the
deep ruts worn by the carriage wheels and by the horses’ hoofs.
There was no possibility of turning a carriage in those streets :
whether on duty or pleasure the citizens of those times had to
drive round the block to return to their starting point. At
the corners are blocks of stone laid on the street on which the
people could step in crossing from one side to the other without
plunging in mud and filth. The ancient trade signs are seen
everywhere. Bakers and butchers and wine merchants seem
to have predominated. Some pottery jars are standing in the
shops where they had been used. They are of vast size and
show the ancient Romans to have been a wine-loving race.
The mansions of the wealthy were paved with rare marble ‘of
great variety. The interior courts were enclosed by colon-

nades, and the walls frescoed with scenes from Grecian or
Roman mythology. In the vestibule the watch-dog was
chained, and on the floor at the entrance to one of the splendid
houses is yet seen, in mosaic, the usual warning to visitors,

“ Cave Canem ” (Beware of the dog). The ruins of Pompeii, and
its vast amphitheatre almost perfect, and capable of seating
20,000 people, show the ancient, Romans there to have been a
pleasure-loving people. They had the cultvre of Hellenism
and the sturdy. spirit of the Romans. But what have they
produced in the way of moral greatness? One has only to
see the signs on the houses, the frescoing on the palaces of
some of the refined Romans, to see what culture and civilization
do for the world withont Christianity. There are ruins of
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temples and theatres, and places of business and pleasure in
Pompeii, but not one hospital, not one house of refuge for the
helpless or the fatherless. These are the fruit of Christianity,
and show its superiority over Roman paganism. Pompeii is a
witness in stone and mortar, in painting and marble, to the
truth of that picture of heathenism drawn by a master hand in
the opening chapter of the Epistle to the Romans.

ACROSS THE SEA TO THE PIRXEUS.

The ship sailed from Naples in the evening. The excite-
went of embarking freight and passengers had ceased, and
the ship steamed out of the harbour. The view was one that
will never be forgotten. The moon was rising, casting her
pale light on the smooth water, and the lines of lighted lamps
extended to Posilipo, and in the distance Vesuvius loomed up,
belehing forth flames of fire, and masses of lava and smoke.
The lights gradually faded, and the rattle of the cart-wheels
and horses’ hoofs on the stone pavement, and the songs of the
boatmen died away, and Naples was left behind. On the
following morning Stromboli rose like a black monster out of
the sea. In the forenoon the ship passed between Scylla and
Charybdis. On the left the shores of Calabria were rugged
and mountainous, while on the coast of Sicily a level plain
extended inland for some distance. The whole region is
voleanie, and the black mountain range is broken up by deep
chasms, which, at a distance, give it the appearance of a
mass of black sea waves. Messina is built on the site of the
old city founded in the eighth century B.c. Captured by
the Carthagenians, it was the cause of war between Carthage
and Rome. It does an immense trade in oranges and olives:
The harbour was thronged with ships taking on fruit for the
Mediterranean towns and for Europe and America. The
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cathedral has some fine carving on the main doors, and the
roof is supported by some very old columns that are said to
have done service in the temple of Jupiter in heathen days.
Our ship then crossed to Rhegium, and a company of Italian
soldiers disembarked. The city is huilt along the coast, and
extends back to the hills that risc behind it. At this place
Paul touched on his way to Rome. “Thence we fetched a
compags and came to Rhegium.” Though the city is new, the
general outline of hill and dale was the same as when seen by
Paul. Catania, like Messina, is built on the site of the old
city founded more than seven centuries B.c. In its large

harbour were ships from all countries and bearing names of

all sorts, from Mary Louisa to the most fanciful of Turkish
names. The city has often been destroyed by war and by
eruptions of mighty Atna. It contains some ruins of remote
origin, among which is the Greek theatre well preserved, and
whose size and outline are easily seen. Here Alcibiades
addressed the citizens, and persuaded them to side with the
Athenians in their war with Syracuse.

Far up the very summit of /Etna masses of black lava
were visible; lower down its lofty shoulders were white with
snow. The expansive base is covered with orange trees and
vines. In the belt between the base and the snow range are
oak, beech and chestnut trees. In 1699 A.D. a stream of lava,
fourteen miles long and twenty-five feet wide, poured down
on the devoted city and involved a large part of it in ruins.
This belt of lava is yet seen where it poured into the sea,
The deliverance of the city is attributed to a local saint.
whose history is given in relief on the wooden sereen round
the altar of the cathedral. On the following day after leaving
Sicily the southern coast of Greece appeared, rocky and
dreary. On the slopes of the mountains that surround the
gulf of Laconia were a few straggling houses of poor fisher-
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' men.  On the very extremity of Malea, a small round hut
stands in dreary solitude, in which a hermit is said to spend

He cultivates a few yards of sandy soil, and

It isolation from

duty and from the responsibilities of life, and contact with

the utmost desolation qualify the soul for heaven, that lonely
hermit is sure of admission to glory. On
islands famous in classic story, and on the

the right were the
mainland had lived,

when Britain was a heathen island, a people who were brave
in war, who had made great progress in civil government, in
philosophy, and in the refined arts of painting and sculpture.

(Crossing the gulf of Argolis and the Saronic gulf, Sunium

came in view. Then steering for the Pirmus, Agina and

Salamis were passed, and at length came into sight the ancient

and famous port of Athens—the Pireus.
It was dark when the ship cast anchor in the harbour.
Lights from the cafés along the dock were throwing out their

vays into the darkness.

A number of small boats soon sur-

rounded the ship, manned by stalwart Greeks, who made the

shores echo as they sang some nautical song in modern Greek.
One young man, with a face that would have suited the

ancient sculptors as a model for their deities, said he could speak

English. T employed him, but soon discovered his ability in

that direction was confined to the one sentence, “ I can speak

English.” The Government, through poverty or inditference

to human life, has no lights along the harbour.

I was forced

to grope my way, therefore, by the help of the lights from the

cafés. Two young men, an American and a Belgian, came on

shore to see the Pirmus, as the ship would not sail till mid-

night. As we were going towards the station, a customs

official made signs to open our valise.
ought to have passed as classical in the days of Demosthenes
or Plato, or in the Hall of the University of Toronto, sl

I said in Greek, which
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have nothing here which is against the law.” But that
modern functionary evidently thought my Greek was some
barbaric tongue, and probably felt contempt for me, as his
ancestors did for all barbarians. He continued his pantomime,
and made signs to open the valise. After satisfying the
official that T had no tobacco or other contraband goods, we
hastened to take train for Athens, searching for the railway
station. Though my Greek failed with this Government
official, T tried the porter who had our baggage in charge,
with Greek which might have been heard at the Pirmus
2,000 year: ago. I told him to go to the railway station.
He veplied, “nai, nai” (yes, yes). As I was doubtful of him, I
made signs of a wheel revolving, and said, “sh, sh” (puff, pufl).
He seemed now fully to understand me, and like a man who
has had a wrong idea in his head, at length said boldly, “ yes,
yes.” Heled the way, and we followed. After winding through
a few dark streets, our guide marched us into a large brilliantly
lighted café, in which were Albanians, Italians and Greeks
gambling, and lazily smoking their nargilehs. On finding this
was not the station which we wanted, we made further efforts
to drive into his mind the idea that we wished to go to Athens
by the iron road. As Greece has been more or less isolated
from the stream of travel for years, one does not find there-
fore many polyglotts among the people. In Egypt, Palestine
and the Orient, generally, donkey-boys and common servants
can speak fluently four or five languages. At length, after a
multitude of signs and much shrieking, which more or less re-
sembled the whistle of a locomotive, it suddenly dawned on
the mind of our Greek guide that we wanted to go to the
railway station. After I had waited a long time, dnally the
train started, and in a few minutes I had travelled over the
whole extent of railroad in Greece, and arrived at the ancient
home of orators, poets, and philosophers—Athens.
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CHAPTER IV,
ATHENS, MARATHON, AND ELEUSIS.

¢ Athens never was once known to live in a slavish though a secure
& obedience to unjust and arbitrary power. No, our whole history is one
series of noble contests for pre-eminence.”—Demosthenes, De Corona.

,'VW‘;\R has done more than all the ravages of time and
weather and earthquakes to destroy the ancient
monuments of Athens. The ruins are found
within a limited area, for in her palmiest days
Athens was not of great extent. They arve full
of interest to the student of history, and the
lover of a brave and intelligent race. The
modern city has a population of 50,000, the streets are new
and some of them quite British or American in appearance.
But in the market the streets are narrow, crooked and filthy,
like an Eastern bazaar. Only the houses of the wealthier classes
are marble-fronted, though there is abundance of marble near
the city, and only poverty and the primitive machinery for
& quarrying the stone prevent Athens becoming a city of marble.
8 There is a lack of enterprise among the people ; the shops are
4 small, their stocks limited and of inferior quality. One chief
cause of the backward state of Athens, as a commercial centre,
has been the disturbed political state of the country. Beside
® this, however, the modern Greeks, like their ancestors, have a
distaste for the steady toil of commercial or agricultural life.
& One who knew them well said “the Athenians spend their




54 ATHENS, MARATHON, AND ELEUSIS,

time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new
thing.” This charge is true now, for they love to resort to
the hotels, or cafés, or public gardens to dispute on politics
The hundreds of students in the University ave eager to enter
the arena of politics. Their aim is not, however, to be service-
able to the country, but to become members of the Govern-
ment.

The hotel in which I lodged fronted on one side of the
chief square in Athens, and opposite the Royal Palace. The

proprietor was a Greek, whose main object was to gather in

as many drachmas as possible from strangers. He was ignorant
of the ancient language of his country, and so were all the

waiters. The bill of fare was handed me, written in modern [

Greek, and done by no master of penmanship. The letters §

seemed as if made by the legs of a spider dipped in ink and
then allowed to travel over the paper. I examined it care-

fully, from top to bottom then from one side to the other,

and finally gave up in despair. In classic Greek I asked for
meat and bread, but the waiter only shook his head in
response. Kven when I requested “ water” he made a dumb
show to indicate his ignorance. The proprietor was equally
unable to comprehend my wishes, and I could only pity Greeks
who knew not the language of their great philosophers and
poets. However, a week’s diligent study of the pronunciation
and structure, or rather want of structure, of modern Greek
enabled me to transact with ease all my business with the
Athenians.

The Arch of Hadrian, opposite the Presbyterian Mission
House, was the entrance to the temple of Jupiter Olympus.
In the area of the temple fifteen columns are standing and
one has fallen. They are sixty-six feet high, deeply Huted

and the capitals highly ornamented. The columns consist of

pieces of about two feet in length, whose surfaces fitted
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exactly ; they are held in their places by iron clamps and by a
circular projection from the centre of the lower piece fitting
into a socket in the upper; and so perfect is the workman-
ship, that notwithstanding the lapse of centuries, the Jjoinings
can scarcely be seen, "

On the south side of the Acropolis are the remains of the
theatre of Dionysius. The seats are cut out of the hill, and
were lined with marble.  They are semi-circular, and rise
np the brow of the Acropolis to the point from which the
rock ascends perpendicularly to the summit. Behind the
uppermost seats are standing two graceful pillars, which once
supported tripods, won by victors in the dramatic contests,
Thirty thousand spectators could there enjoy the productions
of their great poets. Sheltered from the north wind, and
under the clear sky the pleasure-loving Athenians sat day
after day, listening to the dramas, and the amusing and
sarcastic comedies of their famous authors. There Aristo-
phanes ridiculed mercilessly the people themselves, and the
weakness and corruption of the leaders of the day. Through
the lack of schools or anything like modern newspapers for
the masses, the theatre became a teaching power in Athens,
and in Greece generally. There the people were amused, and
informed of the acts of their public men. But the lounging in
the theatre, and in the agora throws into full light the aimless
and useless life of the Athenians. Beyond the theatre of
Dionysius, the sloping ground is strewn with masses of marble
columns, and the heads and limbs of human figures or statues
of heathen deities in wild profusion. On the west side, by a
broad flight of steps worn by the tread of mighty ones of the
past, I reached the summit of the Acropolis. On the arca at
the top stand six fluted marble columns. The immense blocks
of marble which they supported have been broken and thrown
down by earthquakes and ravages of war. Such is the famous
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entrance to the world-renowned Acropolis, On this small

arca have stood the great men of ancient Greece—generals, l\h||]
philosophers and poets. Alcibiades, Demosthenes, the famous Gire
dramatists, stoics and epicureans, have been under the shadow stal
of this illustrious spot. The mass of suppliants who went to Itk\
worship the goddess in her sacred shrine, and multitudes of ..
travellers from all nations, in modern times, have stood on that st
same spot, hallowed by the lapse of centuries, and the of

memory of men mighty in arms, literature, and art. On the dow
right is the small temple of Nike Apteros—Wingless Vietory. T
In the flush of triumph after Marathon and Salamis the ‘\ll,\u(l
Athenians thought nothing could defeat them. It was a :II‘.‘L'
beautiful idea to make the goddess without wings that she '
might remain with them for ever. But the hope was vain, o
and the task equally so, for in arms Athens was defeated and delie
her power fled. Beyond the Propylia and towards the -
Parthenon the Acropolis is bare limestone rock with a slight B
sprinkling of earth in places, and a few flowers peeping out of T
the crevices. Ruins of altars, and temples, and statues cover FoH
the summit. Between the Propylma and the Parthenon is a ot
space chiselled on the surface of the rock, eight feet by five, ’ this
on which the base stood, which supported one of the famous 5 e
statues of Athena, whose glittering shield and spear the fnia
sailors saw far out on the sea, when returning from distant el

lands. The Parthenon is a parallelogram, two hundred and & e
thirty feet long by one hundred broad. The temple is . g
surrounded by steps which lead up to the floor, and also by a § tlu;

peristyle of forty-eight columns, each thirty-four feet high. temp
On the frieze were represented the Pan-athenaic procession in up to
honour of the goddess, and also the contest of the Centaurs T
and Lapidee. As far as can be seen from the ruins that remain ek

the horses began the procession by walking, gradually their

speed increased, and finally they are represented as rushing at
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full speed. The figures are the work of the greatest artists
who adorned the city, and gave it a glory that no other city in
(irecce attained. In the area of the temple stood the famous
statue of the goddess, forty-four feet high, the work of Phidias.
[t was of ivory and gold. The goddess held a spear in her right
hand ; at her feet was a shield encircled by a serpent. The
statue has long since been destroyed, and one can only judge
of its workmanship from the brief details that have come
down to us.  Though spoiled of its glory the Parthenon is a
splendid ruin of architectural genius, and shows the wealth
and refined taste of those times, and with magnetic influence
draws to the shores of Greece the learned of the earth.

The Erectheum, a small temple to the north of the Parthe-
non, is very old and famous, and contains some of the most
delicate workmanship in Athens. On one side is a portico
supported by the Coryatides, and beneath this Cecrops is said to
have been buried.  On the north side the carving is as delicate
as lace-work and impresses one even more favourably in regard
to the fineness of the work than the Parthenon itself. The
most ancient statue of Athena was of olive wood and stood in
this shrine. Herodotus says of this temple: “There is in the
Athenian Acropolis a fane dedicated to Erectheus, and in this
fane there is an olive tree and a pool placed there by Neptune
and Minerva when they contended for the possession of the
country. The olive was burned together with the temple by
the barbarians ; but the next day after the conflagration, when
the Athenians at the command of the king went up to the
temple to sacrifice, they beheld a shoot from the stump spring
up to the height of a cubit.”*

The whole area of the Acropolis is of small extent, but
there were laid the foundations of Athens—that made her

*Herodotus, book viii.

(1}
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power felt over Greece, Asia and Europe. Genius and
wealth were made tributary to the spirit of the people after
their great victories for freedom, and the Acropolis was
adorned with the costliest monuments. Though more than
twenty centuries have passed over those famous ruins, they
yet stand to tell the story of the religious feeling and national
unity of the age. When the Persians invaded Greece the
Athenians sent deputies to Delphi. The response of the
Oracle was “Fly to the ends of the earth, leaving your homes
and the sharp summits of your circling city.”+ Finally, after
repeated supplications, the Oracle gave them hope, “yet the
far-seeing Jupiter gives to Minerva a wooden fort, which alone
shall be impregnable.” Some declared this was the Acropolis
and fortified the Propylwa with wooden stakes. The Athen-

ians believed a huge serpent dwelt in the temple of the goddess,

and every month offered cakes of honey to it. These had
always been consumed. The consumers, however, were the
priests and the attendants of the goddess, not the serpent.
Now the cakes were untouched, and the people concluded that
the deity, forseeing the doom, had given up the city to its
inevitable fate. Then the Athenians fled to Salamis and in
their ships found the safety promised by the Oracle. From
Mars Hill the Persians shot arrows to which lighted tow was
attached and which set on fire the wooden defences. They
scaled the heights. Many Athenians threw themselves over
the rocky battlements and were dashed in pieces, many sought
refuge in the Temple. But neither the sanctity of the place
nor the generosity of conquerors influenced the Persians.
They slew the Greeks, pillaged the Temple; and set fire to all
the buildings on the Acropolis. Persians, Romans, Goths,
Venetians and Turks have destroyed its monuments. 'The

+ Herodotus, book vii.
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degraded Athenians have made quarries of these ruins. Time
and weather have helped in the general havoe, yet they
impress the traveller with reverence for the memory of illus-
trious men and a noble race. Pride and vice were joined with
the genius of the Greeks. Their works expressed only natural
taste and feeling, and so could only appeal to such elements of
their nature as gave them origin, Their moral nature was
therefore unsanctified by their temples and gods and religious
rites, for it is the Spirit of God alone who can change the
moral nature of Jew and Greek. And when Christ shall reign
in Athens she will have a stronger defence than the Acropolis,
and a mighty helper in her struggle for freedom.

The Areopagus is situated at the foot of the Acropolis.
From the north and north-west it rises gradually from the
plain, and on the slopes are square areas cut out of the rock,
on which houses, temples and statues stood in former days.
On the side facing the Acropolis it is abrupt and rises to the
height of fifty or sixty feet above the valley. On this hill
were held the meetings of one of the most ancient and famous
councils in Athens. Originally its jurisdiction extended only
to eriminal cases, but in later times it included political and
religious matters, On the south-east are sixteen steps hewn
out of the rock, worn by the tread of nameless millions, and
by the ravages of time and curiosity-vandals. On the top of
the hill is an area about twelve feet square. A narrow seat
is cut out of the rock on three sides. On two sides are two
stone blocks projecting slightly from the judges’ seat, on one
of which the accused stood and on the other the accuser.
Thus under the clear sky of Greece, surrounded by the shrines
of their deities and monuments of all that was great in the
nation’s life, the judges dispensed justice frem these primitive
benches. Herodotus informs us Mars Hill was opposite the
Acropolis and must have been close to it, for the Persians made
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it the base of their attack upon the citadel and from it shot
their fiery arrows against the Greeks. There is nothing grand
about this hill. On its precipitous side it is only sixty feet
high and is overshadowed by the height and extent of the
Acropolis. It has no glory from its rugged grandeur, or
massiveness, but it has a glory of its own in its historic associa-
tion with great events and famous men. On my first visit
to the Acropolis, my guide, an intelligent citizen of Athens,
pointed to the insignificant hill at our feet. For a moment I
felt, not disappointed, but surprised. Though I had read of it
and seen views of it, [ was unprepared for the reality. Some
days afterwards when asked if I did not feel disappointed
with Mars Hill, T answered, “ No; for the scene recorded in
the seventeenth chapter of Acts would give it an eternal
interest though it were an ash heap or an ant hill.”

Up these narrow, time-worn steps doubtless have ascended
Solon and Aristides, and Socrates and famous Greeks, whose
names are graven deeply in the history of Athens., It is
especially interesting to Christians for the one famous speech
Paul made to the cold-hearted and idle Greeks. The Agora
seems to have included the space to the south of Mars Hill,
part of which is now devoted to grain-growing and olive trees,
and also the valley on the north-east side wheve the houses
now cluster towards the base of the hill. Paul’s teaching
was so ditferent to the soulless system of the Stoics and the
debasing system of the Epicureans that they took him up to
their famous council hill to hear him in detail. In full view
of all the places sacred to their religious faith he commended
their religious spirit but not their relig

ion. There is some
doubt as to the significance of the Apostle’s words, “in all
things ye are too superstitions.”}

+ The words “too superstitious”

I Acts, xvii, 22,
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have been regarded as containing a charge of ignorance or
[ L= te] (al
idolatry, which Paul would not have made acainst his hearers
J o
at the beginning of his address. Hence the revised version
translates deodapoverrépovs “ somewhat, superstitious.” If his
(it f

object were to con
i

te the Greeks it might be trans-
lated, persons of profound veneration for the gods. But, if
we examined the word itself, we find that, literally, it
signifies persons who are “ excessively afraid of the demons or
gods.”  Fear, not piety is certainly indicated. And this fact is
seen in the following statement of Paul: The reason why he
regarded them as persons excessively afraid of the deities in that
city full of idols, was because he saw.an altar erected to the
Unknown God. The deities of their mythology were jealous,
and if one were omitted who had no altar, there was danger
that evil might befal Athens. The citizens, therefore, through
fear, built this altar. Their gods and goddesses were <0 human
in their nature and so mach influenced by feelings akin to
those of men and women that the Greeks were careful not to
give cause of offence by any neglect in the way of offering or
honour. Paul declares their excessive fear of these gods was
vain, for they could do them no harm or good, and then tells
them of God that made the world and all things therein.
Though he stood under the shadow of the temple-crowned
Acropolis, and had walked through their streets lined with
altars and statues, though he was standing near the most sacred
shrines, and in the midst of the historie glory of the Greeks, he
dared to say the “ Godhead is not like unte gold or silver or
stone graven by art and man’s device,” and thus condemned
theiridolatry. They had obtained much of their mythology and
the clements of their civil code from Egypt ; and on the banks
of the sacred Nile, before Athens was born, temples were built
which far excel the temple of the Acropolis in massiveness
and grandeur, and were not inferior in the grace of their
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columus and the fine workmanship of the lotus, papyrus, and
palm-leaf capitals. Yet, in their natural pride, they termed
all foreigners, Barbarians. Though they had in the achieve-
ments of art and philosophy advanced beyond many nations,
Paul informed them that on the platform of creation there was
no difference, for “ God hath made of one blood all nations of
men.” In this respect they were on the same level with the
most ignorant races. This was unpalatable to the selfish and
proud Athenians; and when he spoke further of the resurrec-
tion and the judgment, his words were too heavy for the trifling
Greeks ; they were opposed to their cherished faith, and the
audience ended in confusion. On Sabbath morring I read the
seventeenth chapter of the Acts, on Mars Hill. 1t was a
glorious day ; the air was bracing and the sky clear. The place
and its associations were of the deepest interest, and as far as
the eye could reach was famous ground on every side. The
waters of Phaleron glittered in the sunlight like molten silver
Beyond the city stretched the fertile plain of Attica, dotted
here and there with olive and fig trees. The Piraeus and the
sacred way to Eleusis were in view. Nearer was the temple
of Theseus. At my feet was the Agora, where heathen philo-
sophy and Christianity had been taught by the best men of
their age. Near this spot also is the Pnyx and the stone Bema
from which the mightiest of ancient orators spoke and stirred
up the Athenians to action. Beyond was Hymettus towering
up to the heavens, and to this day famous for its bees and its
honey. Above is the Propyl®a, and round the base of the
Acropolis are the theatres that once were crowded with the gay,
pleasure-loving Athenians, and temples in which they offered

their devotions to their gods. Now they are in ruins, and the
ground is strewn with the headless and armless figures of gods
and men mingled in one common destiny of wreck.
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A WALK TO MARATHOL, 63

I started from Athens early in the morning on foot for the
scene of the famous battle. The usual routine is to go by stage
or private carriage, and after visiting the battlefield to sleep at
the monastery all night and return the following day. To
make the journey on foot enables one to see more of the village
life and the national customs of the people. Hence T preferred
this method. There had been a slight frost the previous night,
for ice of the thickness of pasteboard was formed on the water
by the side of the road. The guards were pacing backwards
and forwards near the entrance to the Royal Palace, as T walked
rapidly past on that January morning. Outside the city the
road was thronged with peasants driving donkeys and mules
laden with withered vine roots to the market for sale. Two
primitive-looking stage coaches drove past from Cephissia and
other places. The Greek Jehus were in high glee, and cracked
their whips at the prospect of a day’s participation in the New
Year’s festivities. Inside and outside, the coaches were erowded
with passengers, not of the beautiful type which a foreigner
dreams the Greeks ought to be, but of common features and
fierce expression.  As they drove past they shouted boisterously
their salutation, “ Ka\y yuepacas” (a pleasant day to you). The
roads were rough, and holes from one to two feet deep «ere
(uite numerous, but as fences are unknown in this part of
(ireece, the coaches and carts can easily be driven round them.
Roadmaking is evidently in its infancy in Greece. Near
Chalandri, a miserable village on my route, the peasants were
making efforts to repair the roads. Baskets of earth had been
dumped into the holes, but no effort was made to level
them. This was left for the rain and travel to do. And
it seemed to me riding over that road would be about as
comfortable as over the mounds in a graveyard, or over the
rough corduroy roads through a Canadian swamp. This village
that may be a typical one, consisted

)

of one street, whose
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houses had a tumble-down appearance outside. Inside there
was the scantiest supply of furniture, and nothing was home-
like or comfortable. The mild climate enables the Greeks in
this part of Attica to spend much of their time outside, like
the oriental people, and thus there is less inducement to make
their homes as comfortable as in countries with a colder climate.

Domestic fowl and dogs play a prominent part in Chal-
andei, marching out and into the houses as if they were the
legitimate owners.  On my return in the evening I found the
dogs anything but friendly to strangers. It was only with the
greatest care and with the aid of a stout cudgel I escaped

safely. On entering the strect at one end the dogs began, and

in a moment the whole canine race along the whole street
came forward to the attack, and their fierce, long-drawn howls
echoed in the stillness far over the Attic plain. Beyond the
village some of the peasants were ploughing, others were
digging trenches or setting their vines. As I was uncertain
of the way from this point, I enquired in what once was good
Greek, which was the road to the monastery, but the ploughman
only shook his head at my barbaric language. T then asked in
modern Greek for the “ house of the holy fathers,” and received
direction. Along the base of Pentelicus I passed some old
buildings, overlooking deep, wild glens, and commanding a fine
view of the plain and the mountain. The wind rattled among
the shutters, broken panes and balconies, and the place might
have been a splendid scene for some famous romances. It
would easily have helped imagination to conjure up wierd
sights and ghostly appearances, and deeds of prowess and
murder,

The monastery is situated on the brow of Pentelicus, and is
reputed to be one of the wealihiest in Greece. It forms a
quadrangle, having two sides occupied by monks’ cells and
other rooms. A wooden balcony, somewhat tottering and
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THE FIELD OF MARATHON. b}

crazy with age like the monks themselves, extends round two
sides. The side towards the mountain is occupied by the
church. The monastery has fifteen monks and a superior.
They are lazy, dreamy fellows, but very hospitable. One old
man, of huge dimensions, with & face round and red, was proud
of his ability to speak English, but his vocabulary was of the
scantiest. Like their brethren everywhere in the East, they
lead a useless life ; fleeing from the struggles that belong to us
as men, they lose the opportunities of doing good and obtaining
blessings that cannot be found inside the walls or cells of a
monastery.

In cowpany with a young man who had travelled over the
whole of Egypt on foot, and was doing the same in Greece, I
began to elimb Pentelicus. It was a hard elimib of two hours,
at times, up an almost perpendicular path, at aunother time
placing one foot on a firm stone and then springing up to
another, or grasping the stunted oaks we pulled ourselves up.
On the summit there were snow and ice in the crevices, with
which we quenched our thirst. At our feet lay Marathon, on
which Grecian liberty was won in the famous victory over the
Persians, 490 B.c. The bay seemed a perfect semicircle, the
plain was quite level and extended inland to the base of the
mountains. The sea was calm, and gently laved the sandy
beach on which had been drawn up the ships of the Persians
who had come to enslave Greece, but had, instead, found their
grave at Marathon. Shrubs of the deepest green lined the
shore, and white houses dotted the plain, which graduaily
contracted into the narrow gorges of the mountains. Near a
pool in the centre of the plain the battle raged most fiercely,
the Persians broke the centre of the Grecian line, but the wings
of the army closed in on them, and thus hemm d in by the
mountains on one side and by the Greeks and th sea on the
other, they perished. The dress and appearance of the
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Persians, and probably their valour, according to Herodotus,
had inspired the Greeks with terror. They, therefore, made a
bold dash and won the day, and the mound yet visible on the
plain covers the ashes of the brave defenders of their country.
That victory was not only freedom to Greece, but, its power has
been felt through all the civilized world in triumphs of genius
that have become the heritage of the race.

““Greece and her foundations are
Built below the tide of war,
Based on the crystaline sea
Of thought and its eternity.

Her citizens, imperial spirits,
Rule the present from the pas! ;
On all this world of men inherits
Their seal is set.”*

The climb had given us a good appetite, and we made a
hearty meal on black bread and goats™-milk cheese, and for
drink we used the ice and frozen snow on the mountain. We
added a huge store to the cairn that crowns the summit,
reared by travellers in many years, from many lands. On
returning from the plain late in the afternoon, we bade our
friends, the monks and the shepherds, farewell. As we started
for Athens the solemn, low chanting in the church sounded
sweetly on the quiet evening air, far from the stir of busy
cities. As we trod down the spurs of the mountain it grew
fainter and fainter, until finally it ceased, and we left forever
the kind-hearted monks in their lonely Monastery of Pente-
licus. Darkness came on long before we reached Athens, We
met peasants returning from the fields and persons from the
city. As we passed through Ampelokipo, that claims the

* Shelley, Hellas.
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NEW YEAR'S DAY IN ATHENS. 67

honour of being the birthplace of Socrates, we received the
usual furious attack of dogs, who regarded us as intruders. A
light glimmered: through the chinks of a small, dilapidated
Greek church, in which service was held. Only three lights
were visible in the whole village, and one of these wasin a
cambling-house in which the peasants were drinking poor
wine and smoking wretched tobacco and discussing politics and
the latest news from Europe. The one street of this village
was a long puddle. A stream of water ran down its centre,
into which we plunged in the dark, and in our efforts to guard
ourselves against dogs and night robbers we could not watch
our steps, and so floundered into holes and splashed ourselves
from head to foot with a liberal supply of liquid mud. We
consoled ourselves by saying, “ Socrates, poor fellow, may have
suffered worse and said nothing about it.” As we passed the
barracks at the foot of Lycabettus, the soldiers were hasten-
ing in to the roll call, in bands of jolly good fellows, singing
Greek songs. On reaching the city it was radient with light,
bands of music were playing, boys and men were carrying
illuminated ships on their shoulders. It was New Year's Eve ;
hilarity reigned supreme in Athens, and the people were pre-
paring for the festivities of the morrow.

NEW YEAR'S DAY IN ATHENS.

As the Greeks reckon time after the old style, the traveller
may enjoy new-year’s festivities in Rome or Naples and repeat
them ina few days afterward in Greece. Like the Scotch, the
Greeks make this a special day of relaxation from business,
and in private amusements. The night previous there was a
lavish expenditure of drachmas by the paterfamilias, i the
purchase of small sabres and guns for the boys, and dolls and
brass ornaments for the small girls. Hermes and Aolus, the
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main streets of the city, were thronged with Greeks in their
holiday clothes. Their pent-up enthusiasm found an outlet in
blowing horns, and beating drums and tin pans for general
amusement. In the forenoon service was held in the cathe-
dral. Through the kindness of one of the missionaries, I was
admitted to a place in the church, from which I could see all
the ceremony. The king and queen, members of the govern-
ment, the ambassadors, and representatives of foreign powers
were present. The royal family occupied a raised dais on
one side of the altar, and a short distance in front of it. The
king, who was dressed in wuniform, secemed to take little
interest in the service. He had a habit of closing his eyes and
twisting the museles of his face that gave him a ludicrous ap-
pearance. The queen, who is a member of the Greek church
and in sympathy with its traditions and its truth, entered
heartily into the service. As the king approached the door of
the cathedral, the archbishop, bishops and priests met him and
preceded him to the raised dais, which was gaily carpeted for
the occasion. At the altar some of the priests stood with three
candles in one hand, tied together with blue ribbons, intended
to symbolize the three persons of the Godhead. Others held
two candles tied in the same way, to symbolize the double
nature of Christ. The chanting began as soon as the king
entered. The singing, by a band of young choristers standing
on each side of the altar, and led by a priest, was most
wretched. The archbishop, with his crozier in his hand and
his mitre on his head, muttered a few Greek prayers for the
welfare of King George and Greece. The whole service, which
was cold and formal, lasted one hour. On passing out, a royal
salute was fired, and the party returned to the palace, amid
much cheering, and cracking of whips, and prancing of horses,
and the ceremony of the day ended.

Joy and grief often tread on each other’s heels in this life.
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FUNERAL SCENE IN ATHENS. 64

On returning from this gorgeous display, a dead body was
being carried past the Temple of Jupiter Olympus, to the
modern graveyard of Athens. A young woman had died, and
the body was carried on a bier by four men, A garland of
flowers was lying on the head of the corpse. Preceding the
funeral was a hired singer whose duty was to utter the most
wierd and melancholy sounds possible. He was a small man,
very lean, and of very sallow complexion, and had altogether
the appearance of soon finishing his career, when some other
would sing a solemn dirge at his funeral. Two Greek priests
followed, occasionally chanting some melancholy strains.
Then followed the near relatives and friends of the deceased.
The proceedings at the grave were unbecoming, and left the
impression that the Greeks have little true sympathy and no
solemn feelings in the presence of death. And none can hear
those long, shrill wailings, that become familiar to every tra-
veller in the East, without recalling the words of Ecclesiastes,
that picture the end of a life of vanity: “ Man goeth to his long
home, and the mourners go about the streets.” In the evening
['witnessed a betrothal service in the Mission house. Rings

were exchanged by the young couple, who were members of

the Presbyterian church. An address was given by the
minister and prayers offered on their behalf, in modern Greek.
The parties betrothed may remain so for a year or two, and
are then married. After the close of the ceremony, sweet-
meats were passed round to the company. For a few minutes
a brisk conversation in four or five different languages was
carried on by the numerous friends who had been invited.
Congratulations were extended to the betrothed ones. At an
early hour in the evening the company broke up, and my first
New Year’s Day in Athens closed.

In company with the Rev. Mr. Sampson, of the American
Mission, I started out at eight a.m. for Eleusis, so famous in
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ancient times. [t had been raining the night previous, the
sky was clouded, and the air chilly. The roads were heavy,
and the weather seemed unpropitious, but as it was my only
chance of seeing the ancient site of Eleusis I set out with a
bold heart. The carriage was comfortable, but the horse was
small and not well fed, consequently its bones and not its
beauty were most prominent. To make matters worse, 1 was
told it had been sick and could not go as fast as I might wish
or expect.  Whatever my wishes were, my expectations were
not very high after I had seen the poor animal that was to put
motion into the wheels and take us on our long journey. I
hesitated to inflict cruelty on the horse, and thought to walk,
but the slushy roads and my long tramp to Marathon deterred
me. As the owner had confidence in the staying power of his
horse, I consented, and a start was made. We wrapped our-
selves up as well as we could after packing away our lunch in
the bottom of the carriage, and then drove in the direction of
the hill Colonus, the site of the Academy of Plato, and the
scene of one of the famous plays of Sophocles. Now only a
few pieces of broken marble columns lie seattered about, and
the tall, black cypress grows on that noted spot. Here, and
along our journey over the plain of Attica are wretched houses
of the peasants. They are constructed of pressed mud with
stones intermixed, the floor is the earth itself, the roof is
covered with reeds and straw. For windows, there are two
holes, closed in winter with boards to exclude cold and rain.
In summer they admit light. The peasant, his wife and
family, also a cow or donkey and hens, live in a friendly way
in one house. The sleeping apartments for the human occu-
pants arc separated from the large room on the floor, or are in
the upper part of the house, but they are equally wretched
with the main room on the floor. With such houses, scanty
clothing, and little fire, a severe winter is a calamity to the
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THROUGH RAIN AND SNOW TO ELEUSIS. 71

peasants of Greece. The day was bitterly cold, and a blinding
snow-storm swept down from the north-east. It was not a
clear, bracing day, like many in our Canadian winters. 1t was
a damp, chilly day, that almost kills out the enthusiasm of any
man in Greece. Behind us, Hymettus was covered with SNow,
and the mountains before us. Two stage coaches came
rattling along from Bwotia. Whether the passengers were
the stupid fellows the Athenians said they were, or not, they
had a blue and doleful appearance that day. The driver was
guiding his steeds, hurrying at good speed, and cheerfully
saluted us.  The custom in prosaic lands, we found beneficial
in Greece, for we dismounted and ran beside our carriage for
some time.  Along with us were some young Grecks, driving
carts to Eleusis, who trudged along barefooted, and with
bosoms exposed to wind and storm. They were sturdy fellows,
who felt no cold and feared no danger. The hills on both sides
of the pass of Daphne, through which our route lay, afforded us
shelter.  On our right, at the base of the hills, ran the old
sacred way. The side next the valley was built up to form
a level road, and the ruts of the ancient carts and chariots are
yet visible, cut deeply into the rock. About midway down
the pass, where a spur of the mountain projects far into the
valley, are the ruins of an old temple, whose large foundation
stones are yet in their old position. They are chiselled along
the edges, like some of the large stones in the lower tiers of
the walls of Jerusalem, and in the temple of Baalbeck in
Syria. May not therefore these stones have been carved by
Pheenician workmen?  Or, if not, the Greeks may have
become acquainted with that style (£ workmanship in Pales-
tine and Syria. On the face of the rock that had been
enclosed by the temple were niches, some square, others in the
form of a segment of a circle, in which votive tablets had been

“placed.  'When we emerged from the pass, the road to the right




72 ATHENS, MARATHON, AND ELEUSIS,

extended along the shore of the bay to Eleusis.  On the left was
the island of Salamis and the bay in which the famous victory

over the Persians was won, ten years after the battle of

Marathon, A tongue of land stretches into the sea for some
distance. On this spot Xerxes had his throne built, from
which he watched the battle. A circular area, enclosed by a
ruined wall, is yet visible on an elevated spot. Here the
king sat, and when any captain or private person did any
special feat of valour, his name and city were noted by the
king’s secretaries. The battle was one of fierce bravery: the
Persians fighting for the reward of their king, the Greeks
fighting for life and freedom. In front of this narrow strip of
land, that reaches far into the sea, are three islands, situated
close to each other in the bay. Here the ships were stationed,
and the battle was fiercest. We are told strange omens
appeared before the battle. A cloud of dust came from
Eleusis, over those hills on our right, as it it were produced by
the march of a large army. A voice was beard issuing from
the cloud, which rose high up, and went in the direction of
Salamis, and toward the Greeks. This was taken to signify
the defeat of the Persians, and it inspired the Greeks with
courage. The Persi

an ships were broken and sunk. The
fleet suffered a terrible defeat, and the coast of Attica was
strewn with corpses and the wrecked ships. The king
attributed his defeat to the cowardice of his allies, and said :
“My men have behaved !ike women, and the women like men.”
The event of the battle scems to have deepened the faith of
Herodotus in the ancient oracles, one of which he quotes, in
giving an account of the victory. “When the Persians shall
have extended their line of ships on the sacred shore of the
golden-quivered Artemis, and of the sea-girt Cynosura, and,
when mad with hope, he shall have pillaged the fair Athens,
when brass shall meet with brass, and Mars shall empurple the
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LUNCH IN A MILLER'S HOUSE. 78

deep, then shall the far-sighted Saturn and the benign Victory
bring a day of deliverance for Greece.” *

We halted and lunched at a miller’s house about three |
miles from Eleusis. The keen wind swept over the bay, and
chilled us thoroughly, so that we were glad to find shelter for
ourselves and our horse. There was nothing about the mill
that reminded us we were in the classic land of Greece. It £
was a wretched, two-storied, stone building.  On the basement :
floor was part of the machinery of the mill. In one corner a

poor donkey was trembling with cold, and in another part two
little fellows were tossing leptas. We tied our horse on the (
sheltered side. The wind howled through the chinks and
broken windows of this tumble-down structuve, as if the spirit !
of the ancient Furies were threatening the miller and his

machinery with destruction for invading the old soil with i
modern works. Our teeth were chattering with cold as we il
climbod the tottering stairs to the upper story, which we found ‘

almost as wretched as the place on the ground floor. The
upper area was divided by a rough partition into two rooms.
In the larger one was a part of the machinery of the mill,
on the floor were some bags of wheat to be ground, in one
corner was a cupboard in which were a few tin and erockery

dishes. As we entered, the miller, his son, a boy of about
twelve vears, and a hired man were huddled together round a
handful of embers in a small fireplace. Before them was a
small table, from which they were eating their mid-day meal,

consisting of black bread, olives, and sour wine. Two rough
planks, with cross pieces nailed at each end for legs, did service
foraseat. Weall huddled close to the dying embers, over which
we spread our hands for a little warmth, but they were so tew
and so cold that an eastern wizard might have swallowed

* Herod., bk, viii., sect. 4.
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them among his other tricks without harm to himself. The
scene was wretched, but novel in the extreme. For windows
there were holes, facing the bay and Eleusis. These were
boarded up to exclude wind and rain. Where we lunched, were
three cats whose backs were arched like miniature camels, one
plate, one jug, a greasy cupboard into the depths of which the
boy now and then plunged and fished up some more black bread,
which resembled a piece of granite, more than the staff of life.
Occasionally the miller threw a handful of dry twigs ou the
five, which erackled and blazed for a moment, and cast a lurid
glare through the room. We luxuriated in the light and genial
warmth for a moment, the blaze soon died away, however, and
the rain pelting in through the holes, and the cold wind howl
ing through innumerable crannies again won the mastery in
the old house. We ate our lunch, thankful for our mercies, and
after helping the boys to some of our provisions, which they
enjoyed heartily, and paying for our shelter, we left the miller
and his old house, both of whom in a few years will have
finished their work, and the old house will be a heap of ruins,
but may the owner find a better home in the world to come.

There are no ruins of importance at the site of ancient
Eleusis. The modern town is situated on the shore of the bay,
and the scenery was full of romantic wildness. The sea laves il
on one side, and behind extends & range of hills, and the whole
neighbourhood is one teeming with memories of glorious deeds.
Only a few ruins of the temple of Demeter are to he seen.
The modern town is a miserable place, its inhabitants poor,
and without enterprise. The glory of the ancient shrine has
perished, and the fame of old Eleusis lives in the brief record
of ancient authors. As we enteved Athens on our return, it
was dark. Greeks, clothed in their warmest cloaks, were hurry-
ing to and fro like dark shadows to escape the furious rain-
storm that had set in. In a few moments my lodgings near
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ELEUSIS. 75

the Acropolis were reached, from which I couald see the lamp
burning on the church of St. George, on Lycahettus, like a
lonely star in the vast sky of darkness that shrouded it.
Under the shadow of the Acropoli apower is quietly work-
ing that will do more for Greece than all her ancient glory
or than her present statesmen. Here are situated the mission
premises of the Southern Presbyterian Church of the United
States. It is a plain, unpretentious, two-storied building, hut
mighty work has been done there for Greece. In an upper room
divine worship is conducted.  Plain benches extend along the
whole length of the room, with an aisle along the centre. At
one end is a raised platform from which the minister speaks.
In front of the platform is a small organ used in the public
worship. Hanging on the wall, behind the pulpit, is a large
sheet of canvas on which passages of Seripture are printed.
There is no danger of the Greek converts becoming lovers of
ritualism, as far as the influence of their surroundings goes, for
the whole building, interior and exterior, is plain in the
extreme. My first visit to this upper room was during the
week of prayer. About two hundred persons were present.
The superintendent of the mission, Rev. Dr. Kalopothakes,
conducted the service. The musical service was led by the
Rev. J. R. Sampson, accompanied by the organ. The first
hymn sung in the church was “From Greenland’s Icy Moun-
tains,” in modern Greek, and to the tune familiar to me from
my earliest recollection. The preacher was full of enthusiasm.
He was gifted with the true qualities of an orator, faith in his
subject, clearness of thought, a good voice and refined language.
To me the service was very impressive. In that city, in which
heathen culture had reached its climax of perfection, in which
philosophy and art had flourished when other parts of Europe
were oceupied by warlike and barbarous tribes, and almost
within sight of the Pnyx where the grandest of ancient
orators had moved his countrymen to peace or war by his
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wise and powerful words, almost in sight of the Areopagus on
which the Apostle to the Gentiles had preached the eternal
truth of Christ to a cold and critical audience, a descendant of
those ancient Greeks taught that same gospel to his country-
men, which is yet to redeem Greece from national degradation
and sin.

The Southern Presbytervian Church has mission stations
also at Saloniki, in different parts of Northern Greece, on some
of the islands near the mainland, and at the Pireus. At the
latter place service is conducted every Sabbath in Greck and
English. Dr. Kalopothakes was converted in the early days
of mission work, when Dr. King was in Greece. He left
Greece for a time and studied theology in Union Seminary,
New York, After graduating, he returned and entered with
unflinching courage and devotion upon his work. He is a
patriot as well as a Christian, and by example and personal
sacrifice has done much for the interests of his country.
Though abundant in labours, he has translated into modern
Greek, “ Hodge on the Atonement,” which will be used by the
Greek students in theology. He publishes a weekly paper,
“6 aocryp s avarolnys,” the Star of the East. This is the oldest
paper in Athens, and is read by many Greck families who are
not Protestants, and thus is the means of disseminating know-
ledge among multitudes of the Greek people. It has now
been in existence a quarter of a century, and has a circulation
beyond Athens and Attica, so that its influence is far-reaching.
Besides, for fifteen years a child’s paper has been published
under his care. The Greeks are haughty, and proud of their
ancient region and the achievements of their ancestors. They
are dead in the formalities of their national Church. They
are ignorant of the spirit and life of Christianity., But the
forces are now at work that will, ere long by the blessing of
God, bring lasting good to Greece.
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CHAPTER V.
ALEXANDRIA TO CAIRO.

“The Egyptians, as their climate is unlike other climates, and their
river unlike other rivers, so in manners and laws are they in almost all
respects opposed to the rest of the world.”— Herodotus, bk. ii., s. 1.

| LEFT the Pireus at daylight on Monday, January

the 16th. The wind was blowing & heavy gale,

and the waves were dashing wildly into the har-

bour. I had spent Sunday in the church at the

Pireeus and made the acquaintance of a few

citizens and amongst others Mausky, the sexten, who had been
a priest in the Greek Church, but had been removed from
office because his son had become a member of the Presbyterian
Church. Mausky was groping for the truth and gradually
finding it. I spent the evening with the old man in the church,
waiting for the departure of the ship for Alexandria. As she
was late in arriving at the Pirzeus, it was early on the following
morning before she steamed out of the harbour. The weather
was cold, and intensified by a sharp wind. The room in which

[ spent the evening was small. In one corner was a very

diminutive stove, with an almost invisible stove-pipe which
conducted the smoke through a broken window-pane. We
huddled close to this small heater, and spreading my hands
onit, I was grateful for the little warmth it supplied. Our
conversation which was chiefly on religious subjects, was con-
ducted partly in ancient, and partly in modern, Greek, eked
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out by various signs. In his opinion, the Church of Christ
is not a vast monopoly which makes its existence and power
felt by organization and outward show, but is the great king-
dom of all who love the Lord Jesus in spirit and truth. As
I stepped into the little boat to row out to the steamer, I felt
regret at parting from the old man, and for some time after
leaving the shore, I could see in the darkness the faint outline
of Mausky, with his long hair and black gown fluttering in
the wind, and I could hear, above the splashing of the waves,
the old man’s prayer that God might keep me safely on the
sea. At daylight the steamer sailed out of the harbour, and
in the distance the dim outline of the Acropolis faded from
view; then the Pireeus and Salamis; and two days afterwards
the low coast line of Egypt came into sight. In the harbour,
were ships flying the flags of all nations. Beyond, lay Alex-
andria, the most conspicuous objects of which were the graceful
minarets of the mosques rising above the general level of the
city. We sailed slowly into the Eunostus harbour, which is
protected by an extensive breakwater formed of massive blocks
of stone and extending parallel with the shore. On the west-
ern end of this breakwater is a lighthouse, in which the ragged
keeper stood, waving a tattered handkerchief as the ship
steered carefully through the dangerous shoals. On the
docks were truly Oriental scenes. Egyptians, with spotless
turbans, clothed with brilliant gowns, and their feet encased in
yellow slippers, were riding smart donkeys ; some also were
praying, while others were watching a chance to plunder the
green infidels. To the left, was the Heptastadium, which con-
nects the island with the rainland, now occupied by public
buildings, and beyond it is the eastern harbour. At the vastern
end of the island of Pharos is the rock on which the famous
lighthouse stood built by Ptolemy IL at a cost of at least
$825,000. The arsenal and Fort Caffarelli are quite near on
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FIGHTING ALEXANDRIANS, 79

the left, and beyond, to the north-east, is the Place de Moham-
med Ali, from which streets diverge towards the sitr - the
ancient Stadium, the Serapeum, Pompey’s Pillar, and out to Fort
Mex. The forts have been dismantled, and many of the
European shops destroyed during the bombardment of July
1882, by the British fleet.

Before anchor was cast, small hoats were swarming around
us, with swarthy porters ready to take travellers and their
baggage, by force if necessary. The scene of confusion and
noisy warfare that arose was novel and exciting. One soon
becomes familiar with such sights in the East, and regard
them with pleasure rather than otherwise. The Egyptians
strive to-day as fiercely as in the times of Moses. As T was
descending the ladder into the small boat, two Egyptians were
struggling for the possession of a leather trunk. One strong
fellow had it on his back, but the other was determined to
have it. The former had moral right on his side, for he had
been hired, but in the battle his antagonist had an immense
advantage over him, for he had feet and hands free for action,
whereas he with the trunk could only gore with his head, like
aram or a wild ox. T

)

he crush in the rear became irresistible,
and the fighters were driven headlong, box and all, down
the ships ladder, among valises, hat-boxes and bundles of
every size and shape imaginable. A sleepy-locking customs
official on shore demanded our passport and scanned it
cavefully, every moment casting a glance at the person as
if afraid he were an enemy who had come to spy out the
poverty or wickedness of the land. After a slow and
solemn  examination of my baggage, I passed into the
streets and life of Alexandria. The country is one that has
always been fascinating to foreigners. Itsancient civilization,

its stupendous monuments, its people, and its one strange river,
have been forces that have drawn Greek sages to its schools,
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and men of learning of every nation to examine its strange

language or temples and tombs. In Egypt, the early march of

civilization began. Herodotus and Plato were long at Egypt's
ancient seat of leawrning. Egyptian deities were transplanted
under different names into the pantheon of Grecian mythology,
and the belief of the future existence of the soul was engrafted
into the earlier philosophy and religious creed of the Greeks.
Its civilization goes b % beyond the era of authentic history,
for when it appears on the pages of sacred history the people
were not isolated into fighting tribes, but cultivated the soil,
had a national unity and a regular government. In the Old
Testament it is called Mizraim, and the Land of Ham.* The
former is a dual form, and may simply signify the two coun-
tries—Upper and Lower Egypt. The Hebrew name Ham may
have been given to the country on aceount of an early immi-
gration of Hamites into it. Or it may be simply the Hebrew
form of the hieroglyphic name of Egypt, Kem, which signifies
“blackness.” The Hebrew word Ham and the bieroglyphic
Kem peint to common Semitic origin; or the hieroglyphic
may, on a very probable hypothesis, be a modification of the
Hebrew form ; and the numerous and clear velationships
between the Hebrew and hieroglyphic languages evidently
point to the oneness of the race in their origin. We have only
to compare the forms of the personal pronouns and the general
principles of the hieroglyphic language to see its close affinity
with Hebrew and other Semitiec tongues. The termination of
feminine nouns and the existence of a dual form, the repetition
of nouns to form the superlative, as Neb, Nebu; Lord of lords,
are clear and definite principles that enter into the framework
of both languages. The true theory is not that in the early
history of Egypt the invasion of & dominant Semitie race took

* Ps. cv, 23.
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ANCIENT EGYPTIANS, 81

place, and imposed on the conquered Egyptians their language,
or the main features of it. The original inhabitants had made
considerable progress in civilization before any important inva-
sion took place, and knowing the national pride of the ancient
Egyptians, and their hatred for all foreigners, one can scarcely
believe they would adopt or retain the language of a foreign
race.  In Genesis x. the sons of Mizraim, the grandson of
Noah, are the Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, Pathrusim,
Casluhim, Philistim, and Caphtorim. The Ludim were the
Lybians, to the west; “The Anamim were the Ami of the
monuments, who were dispersed over the Nile valley and gave
name to On, Heliopolis; the Naphtuhim were the domain of the

Phtah, or people of Memphis: the Pathrusim were the peo-'

ple of the south, or the inhabitants of the Thebaid.”* The
tribes descended from these ancestors were all fused into one
people, speaking the same language, having the same customs
and form of governmentin the north and south country, when
they first emerged into the light of history.

The Kharu and Shasu were two races that invaded Egypt at
an early date; the former a maritime people, the latter a nom-
adic race, like the modern Bedouwins. The Shasu are usually
identified with the shepherd kings, to whom Manetho is sup-
posed to refer, when he says: “ God was averse to us, and there
ame, after a surprising manner, men of ignoble birth out of
the eastern parts and had boldness enough to make an expe-
dition into our country, and with ease subdued it by force.
This whole nation was styled Hylksos,that is shepherd kings ; for
the first syllable Hye, according to the sacred dialect denotes
a king, as is Sos, a shepherd.” - The nomads of the desert th:n
as well as now, by force of circumstances would be shepherds,
moving with their sheep and goats from one wady to another

* Rawl, His. Anc. Egypt, Vol. 1. p. 105. +dJoz v, Appicn 1. 24,
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according to the season, as the modern Arabs do. And what

is more likely than that those bold, fearless men crowding in
upon the eastern part of the delta, and becoming acquainted
with its fertility, should at the first opportunity awake and
take possession of it? And the shepherd Philtion, of whom
Herodotus speaks and to whom the Egyptians of his time
ascribed the building of the pyramid of Ghizeh, may be the dim,
traditional recollection of the early invasion by the sons of
Mizraim or of the later invasion by the desert races, under the
general name Shasu. From Manetho’s numbers as given in
Africanus the Hyksos dominated Egypt for 284 years, when
the abudance and luxury of Egypt destroyed the invaders, and
their courage and physical prowess were slain in the lap of
indolence and vice. A belli causa soon arose between Apepi,
the last of the Hyksos line, and the king of southern Egypt.
Apepi demanded he should worship only Amenka. This was
a command only the vilest slave would obey. Ra Sekenen,
the vietorious, summoned his mighty chiefs and captains for
advice. The southern captains of the army defeated the
Hylksos, drove them from Avaris, their stronghold, into the
desert towards Palestine. The best modern Egyptologists
regard it as probable that Apepi made Joseph prime minister,
and gave Jacob and his sons the land of Goshen to dwell in.
His Semitic origin wmay, therefore, account for his kindness to
Joseph and his father. His adoption of their national religion
and customs, and leniency to the all-powerful priesthood, and
accominodation to their prejudices about shepherds, betray a
foreign ruler anxious to secure the good will of the people.
The king who drove out the Hyksos was named Aahmes,
“the child of the moon,” and was the founder of the eighteenth
dynasty. From this period began to reign the native king,
who knew not Joseph; and then the Israelites who had rapidly
multiplied in Goshen, became slaves of the Egyptian kings as
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ST. MARK IN ALEXANDRIA, 83

recorded in Exodus until their final deliverance in the reign of
Menephtbah of the nineteenth dynasty. The country has
Leen the theatre of war and fanatical cruelties from the days
of the Roman Conquest until now. Since 1517, A.D., when it
was taken by Sultan Selim, and became part of the Turkish
Empire, Egypt has been crushed to the dust. Let us hope that
the day of freedom has come at last for that land, and that the
predominance of British influence may rescue the patient toil-
ing Fellahin from the bitter cruelties and extortions of the
licentious and hitherto despotic Pashas.

The Hebrew Seriptures were translated inte Greek in Alex-
andria, 280 B.c. Thus the way was prepared for the introduc-
tion of Christianity at a later date. After the fall of Jerusalem
in 70 a.D,, the apostles and disciples were scattered throughout
the world, and St. Mark is said to have preached in Alexandria,
and until the time of the crusaders the site and part of St.
Mark’s Church were shown. Christianity had to contend
against Grecian and Egyptian paganism, and was also hindered
in its progress by the bitter and long hostilities of the leaders
of theology in Alexandria. Arius and Athanasius stood fiercely
opposed to each other in regard to the person and nature of
Christ. Though Arius was condemned and deposed by the
Synod of Alexandria, the question was not finally settled until
the Council of Chalcedon, 451 A.D. Meanwhile the talent and
life of the Church were wasted in attempts to define and settle
the belief of the Church. The Gospel was not preached to the
heathen, and the converts thought that an orthodox belief in
abstract questions, and not faith in Christ as the Saviour, and a
holy life, were the chief facts of Christianity. And in the
spiritual death of the modern Coptic Church in Egypt, one can
see the blighting effects, after fifteen hundred years, of those
early times, when orthodoxy, about something which few under-

stood, was regarded as the mark of a Christian snd not a holi-
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ness of life. It is not, strange, therefore, that paganism held its
sway for centuries in Egypt. Until the close of the fourth cen-
tury, Serapis was the chiet deity of Alexandria. “It was con-
fidently affirmed that if any impious hand should dare to violate
the majesty of the god, the heavens and earth would instantly
return to their original chaos. An intrepid soldieraimed a vigor-
ous stroke against the cheek of Serapis; the thunder was still
silent, and both the heavens and the earth continued to preserve
their accustomed order and tranquillity ; the huge idol was over-
thrown and broken in pieces. His mangled carcase was burnt
in the amphitheatre amidst the shouts of the populace” On
the place de Mahoinmed Ali in Alexandria were situated the
chief’ European shops and the consular offices. This part of
the city suffered severely during the bombardment by the
British ships of war, and many of its finest buildings were
ruined. The bazaars are narrow and paved with round stones

)

and the shops are boxes from six to ten feet square. The

owner sits on the mastaba or elevated bench, in front of his
shop, in a lifeless way, and when not doing business enjoys
his nargileh or reads the Koran. The Mahommedan is not
possessed with a burning desire to sell his goods; there are,
therefore, no flaming advertisements in newspapers, in shop
windows, or in street circulars. There is but one opening
to the shop, which a wooden door in one or two pieces closes ;
there is no window and no attempt to display goods; and, as
the shop-keeper is an invincible fatalist, if Allah wills to send
him customers, well, and if not he submits to the inevitable
without a murmur,

During nuy fivst visit to the bazaars it rained furiously, and
as draining and street-cleaning ave, in the Oriental mind, works
of supererogation, it is plain prose when I say the streets were
covered with vegetable and animal refuse. Dogs were prowl-
ing about, a degraded, pariah race, without owners, who make
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the bazaars their headquarters, and partly do the duty of a
scavenger, his horse and cart altogether. They are very useful,
but very ugly. Monster camels passed here and there through
the narrow streets, and as their feet pressed on the soft mass of
rubbish the filthy water squirted on myself and companions as
if the branchman of a fire company had turned the nozzle of
the hose on us and drenched us. Donkeys, strong, active little

fellows, who are the Oriental street car and railway car, the car-
riage, wheelbarrow and velocipede,all combined, were trotting in
all divections at their quick pace, some with baskets of cabbage
or oranges slung on cach side, or with.a sheep’s carcase on their
back for some hotel or European butcher. Strange scenes
are enacted and strange sights seen in the narrow lanes thronged
with their motley erowd out of every nation. On the right and
left are objects of curiosity ; in front and rear is usually a dense
mass of human beings, intermingled with dogs, donkeys and
camels. 'l']lf'omling my way, trying to escape dangers and see
this living panorama, a European carriage drove through the
fruit bazaar. It contained some Turkish officials, or some
foolish Europeans who at home are nobody, but wished to im-
press the mnatives with their assumed importance. Down it
came, a hurried stampede was made to the right and left, For

safety I pressed into a Mahommedan shop, my guide pressed

on me, the erowd of Mahommedans on him, and on the outside
of all a donkey pressed on the whole of us. The carriage
passed, but skinned the leg of my donkey and the whee! passed
over the foot of an Egyptian, who dropped a bundle he was
carrying as if it were a ball of fire, squatted on the street under
the torrents of rain, lifted his foot with both hands, put the
toes of the wounded foot into his mouth and followed the car-
riage with a scowl on his face and the bitterest Mahommedan
curse on his lips. The goldsmiths’ bazaar is very narrow, and
their shops smallest among the small. They have very little
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exposed for sale; their finished jewellery they keep in a bag
and that is locked in a wooden box. The style of the work is
beautiful, especially tha’ of the Cairo artists, many of whose
designs are antique, copied from the figures on the tombs and
temples of thirty centuries ago.

The silk bazaar is some feet below the level of the streets,
for which it served as a drain. Three or four inches of water
were on the floor when I made my first visit, and a stream was
rushing down the steps. The rain had washed out the little
business-life of the Mahommedan silk merchants and their
prospects of business for the day. The shops were closed, and
the merchants were enjoying a smoke on the Mastaba, which
extended from one end of the bazaar to the other; and to
induce a Mahommedan to open his shop after it is shut is
about impossible. In his opinion it is the will of Allah that
no business should be done, and scarcely mercy or gold will
influence him, for, like the laws of the Medes and Persians,
he is unchangeable. Among all classes of Orientals it is a work

of patience and great labour to induce a shop-keeper to open

for lite or death when once he has shut and barred his door,
and we have only to read the parable in St. Luke* to learn
that it has been so in the Orient for centuries.

The antiquities of Alexandria are few. The city has been
spoiled of its ancient monuments by the ravages of war and
fanaticism, so that even the sites of some of its most famous
public buildings cannot be certainly determined, and her
fallen granite obelisks, the monuments of old Heliopolis, ave
placed in the business centres of the metropolis of Britain and
the United States. To the south-west of the city, near the
site of an ancient Roman circus, stands the so-called Pompey’s
Pillar on elevai:d ground. As it was customary to have

* Luke xi. 5-7.
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O

colonnades near places of public amusement, may not this
have been one of a colonnade near the stadium? May not
the inscription have been put on it as it stood to commem-
orate the subjection of the city by the Roman Emperor? It
is a circular column, a single monument, to tell, in its loneliness
and ruin, of the ancient glory of the city. It is ninety-nine
feet high, including shaft, base and capital. The capital is
weather-beaten, and the base has been mutilated by supersti-
tious hunters for treasure. The inscription records its erection
to the honour of Dioclesian after the capture of Alexandria,
296 A.D. The vacant area in which it now stands is strewn
with massive granite blocks, pieces of Egyptian gods or kings,
whose statues were in the courts and halls of the Serapeum,
which stood north of this spot. Some were blocks of sitting,
others of standing, figures ; some headless, others armless, lying
in mud and rubbish, the accumulation of centuries. One block,
which may have received the worship of thousands, is now
lying at the door of a low drinking-house near the Pillar. To
such degraded conditions have heathen gods and the ambitious
works of despotic kings come.

A RIDE TO CAIRO.

The distance by rail is about one hundred and thirty
miles, The engineers, firemen, and conductors on the trains
are usually Europeans, the brakesmen are Egyptians. At
first the natives looked askance at the innovation of locomo-
tives, and many amusing stories are told of their terror.
Now, however, they take kindly to this comfortable and
quick way of travel; but if we point to the railway as an
evidence of the superior wisdom and enterprise of the Infidels,
a Mahommedan will admit it is good, but will say, this is the
wisdom the devil gives, whereas their knowledge is from
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Allah. Along the line of railway village after village is
passed, and the deepest poverty prevails among the people.
The houses are built without order; there are no regular
streets, and even in Cairo no names to the streets, with few
exceptions. Hach man seems to have placed his house where
his faney led him, regardless of order. In going through a
Fellahin village, a traveller is continually turning sharp cor-
ners, climbing over heaps of rubbish that lie before every
house, and must continually guard himself from the attack of
starved, vicious curs. The square mud huts are roofed over
with reeds and palm branches, and the roof is usually occupied
by broken water-jars, old household utensils, together with a
dog and some domestic fowl. Some of the better class of
houses have an elevation about four or five feet square and
the same in height. A stranger at first might think the
owner intended to erect a diminutive steeple on his house,
but his ambition failing, or his funds, he contented himself,
like some church committees, with a small tower, and covered it
over. These are pigeon-cots, and when the Egyptian has
finished his house and tower, he never thinks of them again
until they begin to tumble down about his head. Like other
Mahommedans, they will erect a new structure occasionally,
but they will endure with pleasure, heat or cold, or storm or
sickness, rather than even repair their house. Many of the
villages were situated on low ground, and pools of water or
heaps of rubbish blocked the entrance to the doors, while their
graveyards were on high ground. Like their ancestors, they
spend more money and labour on their graves than on their
houses; and the whitish limestone of the tombs outside the
villages give a neat appearance to the place of the dead, which
is not seen in the houses of the living. They seem to bury

their dead in healthy places and build their villages in low

situations that breed fever and pestilence. On the roofs or
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SCENE AT TANTAH, 89

village is 4 along the sunny side of the house the men were basking in
1e people. the sun like crocodiles, while the women were trudging with

o recular water-jars on their head for household purposes, or were busy
with few in the most degraded manual work.

ase where B Tantah is a populous town about half way between Alexan-
shrough a : dria and Cairo. It has been famous for its Mahommedan
harp cor- | festivities held there just prior to the time of the annual
ore every cutting of the canals. From all parts of the Delta the people
attack of ' came, but in recent times the enthusiasm is dying, and fewer
ofed over F= loyptians make the annual pilgrimage. At Tantah some of
" occupied the most cold-blooded murders were committed during the
er with a British invasion of 1882. KEuropeans were placed by the
» class of fanatical citizens on the railway track, and the engine driven

uare and § backward and forward over their mangled corpses. Others
hink the were disembowelled and treated with the most horrid cruelties
iis house, until death rescued them from their barbarcus murderers.
1 himself, The platform was crowded with Fellahin, some coming on

covered it board, others curiously watching the European passengers.
stian  has Boys with the scantiest of garments, and girls ~dorned with

2m again conspicuous ornaments round their heads, on their wrists and
ike other : ankles, and in their nose, were selling bread, oranges and

asionally, B¢  water. The bread of Egypt cannot be called the staft, but
storm or - the ring, of life. It is usually made in rings, five or six

1y of the inches in diameter, into which the boys thrust their arms and
water or [ so sell their arms of bread. Arvabic, Italian, German, French,
hile their English, were spoken on that small platform ; and turbans,

sors, they and gowns with flashy colours were intermingled with Balmoral
L on their : bonnets, felt hats and tweeds from Canada, and the United

tside the B& States. In a few moments the train started, and Tantah with
ad, which : its tall minarets was soon out of sight.
to bury At Yalioub, the station before reaching Cairo, I saw the
s in low i famous Pyramid of Ghizeh, far away to the right. Masses of
roofs or white clouds were piled up like mountains of purest snow.

[

(
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The blue sky appeared through clefts in the clouds, and the
lofty pyramid-top seemed to reach up to the very heaven. In
a few moments after leaving Yalioub, Cairo is reached. A
throng that might have resembled the builders of Babel
after their language had been confounded stood outside, ready
to lay violent hands on the small baggage of travellers. On
emerging from the station a fierce onset was made, and a
dozen black hands took hold of my valise. Their services
were not required, but to expostulate was only to expose
myself to a fiercer attack, and to threaten was equally vain.
Defence of self and property is an axiom for clergymen as
well as others, so I put one Egyptian in a moment fors di
combat. As the gap however was quickly filled by another,
blows had to be rapid as well as effective, after the manner of
the Gatling gun.  When I had made an opening sufficiently
large I escaped, feeling as proud of my victory over the fallen
Mahommedan foes as the British at Tel-el-Kebir. On looking
back I saw a few unfortunates who were blockaded by a circle
of the enemy, and rescued only by the friendly aid of the
Khedive’s policemen, who made heavy and effective applica-
tions of a cudgel to their backs.

The names over the shops were in Arabic, Armenian,
ITtalian, Greek, German, French and English. One would at
first imagine that all the nations on the earth were doing
business in Cairo, yet in its customs, streets and language it is
a typical Oriental city. The Hotel Du Nil, in which I lodged,
stood a short distance off' the Moskee A narrow street leads
to it, the houses on each side of which almost meet at the
upper stories. Over the shop doors were stuffed ecrocodiles
and other strange creatures either for signs or for sale. There
was no order in the structure of the ancient cities of Egypt,
and there is none in the modern cities. Streets wind in every
way like cork-serews, and the houses are built in any spot
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92 ALEXANDRIA TO CAIRO,

most convenient, without the least regard to appearance or
regularity. The buildings of Hotel Du Nil form a quad-
rangle ; in the centre are Oriental trees and shrubs, which give
a picturesque appearance to the place. The proprietor was a
German, who was a living and moving polyglot, for as he
walked about among his guests he could converse with equal
fluency and urbanity in half a dozen tongues. Among those
whose acquaintance I made was a talkative Scotchman, who
sat next me at table. He was a civil engineer, and had come
out on business in connection with the Suez Canal. Among
the plans which he thought would throw such a flood of
light on the historie truth of the Bible as would silence a
multitude of babbling opponents whose tongues are mightier
than their brains, was that the Gulf of Suez should be dredged.
I asked how the money could be obtained. “ Let scholars, for
the sake of truth and the Christian Churches of Europe and
America, provide the means,” he replied. But suppose the
Israelites crossed south of Suez, would not thirty-four or five
hundred years have destroyed the metal wheels in the sea ?
He seemed to think that the deposit brought in by the tide
would have covered them and perhaps spared them. He was
determined however to stir the Church in Scotland on that
subject. The waiters were Egyptians, who often gave the
Arabic name for the food which they supplied. One kind of
food, the name of which sounded somewhat like gimlets,
Sandy did not wish. A few moments afterwards he changed
his mind. “Ho there, waiter,” shouted Sandy to the Egyptian
servant, who was leaning against the wall at the opposite
side of the room, “bring me some gimlets.” The waiter
hurried to him and leaned slightly forward to hear him.
“Gimlets, let me have some of your gimlets.” “Gibliks,
gibliks,” repeated the Egyptian to himself. Then turning to
my neighbour said, “ Ma feesh gibliks ”—there are no gibliks.
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AN EGYPTIAN WAITER. 93

“Let me have some gimlets,” reiterated Sandy impatiently.
The Egyptian, with a puzzled look, hastened to the proprietor.
and consulted about the “gibliks.” In a minute he returned
smiling with a savoury dish of vegetables and meat, which the
Scotchman declared to be superior, in his opinion, to porridge,

brose, or haggis.




CHAPTER V.
THE PYRAMID OF GHIZEH.

“The pyramid, which occupied twenty years in building, is quadran-
gular, The stones are polished, and fitted in the most exact manner, and
none of them is less than thirty feet in length.,”—Herod., bk. ii., s. 5.

HIZEH and its companion pyramids are on the edge
s of the Libyan desert, and due west of old Cairo.
The journey may be made in three methods—in a
European carriage, on a donkey, or on foot. The
first is convenient when a party or family is

going, but is expensive, for the owner must be

paid, and the driver expects a handsome buk-
shish ; and hesides, you are expected to pay for display in the
shape of a runner, who is dressed in a short white skirt, over
which is a jacket embroidered with gold and silver thread. He
wears a turban of spotless whiteness, ana carries a rod in his
hand, which he applies with equal fervour to the back of a
donkey or the head of an Egyptian, who may be in the way.
Walking is a pleasurable exercise when the roads are good
and the weather cool and bracing. In Egypt it requires some
degree of courage, however, to travel on foot to the pyramids,
for beggars will swarm round like ants out of the earth, or
like frogs after a thunderstorm, and will pursue the enemy
until he is worried and yields to bis tormentor. Besides, the
fact of walking settles the social status of the traveller in the
Egyptian brain ; they set him down as among the Fell thin of
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his own country, and their begging, therefore, assumes the
form of insolence. Dress, and the mode of visiting the pyra-
mids, determine one’s standing in the social catalogue of the
Arabs at Ghizeh, and of the Egyptian common people. The
journey is usually made on the back of a donkey. This
method is a novelty to most, is reasonable as to cost, and is
most convenient. To make a pleasant and successful journey,
careful attention to certain preliminaries is needed. There are
small and smaller donkeys, and, as Mark Twain has remarked,
one has only to open his legs and let the motive power back
into position, and when seated, the rule is, hold the bridle
loosely, and stretch the feet forward and outward in the
stirrups.  If the traveller has a conscience and weighs over
two hundred pounds, he will almost certainly choose the largest
donkey he can find, and a small boy to drive. Experience
taught me that small donkeys were by far the best travel-
lers, as a rule. The largerones are usually hard riders, and
lazy beyond measure, the result of which is, one goes at a
snail’s pace. Here and there spurts are made by the applica-
tion of the donkey boy’s rod, in the rear. This spurt begins
by a sudden jerk, which strains the rider’s neck, compels him
to bite his tongue, and then, as a final exercise, makes him
perform a revolution backward in the dust. The larger
donkey is not a smooth rider usually, his back rises and falls
rapidly, and the rider is taking a downward motion when the
donkey is taking an upward one. In agony he will dismount,
motion to the boy driver to mount, which he does in a moment
from behind. He jumps on his back after the manner of boys
playing leap-frog, only instead of leaping beyond the animal’s
head he alights on the saddle, smiles, and grunts a stave of an
Avabic song, while the vanquished European trudges on foot.
It requires experience, therefore, to make a good selection.
Let those with gay bridle and saddle be shunned, for, like
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some men who arve gaily decorated by the tailor art and
ornaments of gold, their harness is the best of them. If the
one chosen has a cunning eye, he will plot mischief, and when
the rider is turning a corner at full speed, and is confident he
will clear the stone wall, the brute will make a sudden turn to
the right or left, and, caleculating distance to a nicety, will
bring the rider’s leg violently against the wall, to the serious
damage of his nether garments and his own composure. If by
chance the donkey fails in this, he will drive him against a
tree, or an Egyptian, or, as a dernier resort to gratify his
innate wickedness, against another donkey. My selection
was made the night previous to my visit, and in company
with two Germans, I left Cairo at two o’clock a.m. Dark-
ness, th.a.t might be felt, was over the land. We rode down
the Moskee to the Esbekiyeh gardens, then turning to the left,
drove in silence as if in a city of the dead. At long intervals
a watchman was walking sleepily along his beat ; not a voice
broke the stillness, for the time and the strangeness of the
scene foreed us to think, not speak. The guards at each end
of the Nile bridge scanned us cavefully, then allowed us
to pass. Our route lay parallel with the Nile for a short
distance, then extended westward to the Pyramids. The road
is lined with Acacia trees, whose branches almost meet over-
head, and form a grateful shade from the prostrating heat.
For us, they intensified the darkness of the early morning.
As we intended to devote the day pyramidizing, we had
brought a basket of provisions, which was fastened to the
saddle of the largest donkey, on which also sat one of my
German companions, of vast dimensions. Occasionally we
broke into a trot, as our desire was to see the sun rise from
the top of the pyramid. During one of these special efforts,
the saddle girth slipped, the German slipped, the basket fell,
the donkey also, and all rolled together in Egyptian dust and
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ON THE WAY TO THE PYRAMID, 97

darkness. Coffee bottles were broken, oranges, meat and
bread were soaked with their contents. My CGerman friend
had one pocket full of pottery pipes, purchased the day before
in the bazaar, and as he had fallen upon them, they were
broken into fragments, and as he held up a handful to me, he
| sald, ¢ Egyptian ruins,” Matters were righted as well and
- speedily as possible.  In the distance some strange object
ame in view on the road before us, It seemed as if the side

of a house on legs was approaching ; in a few moments the
moving mass came near, when we discovered it to be a
- monster camel, laden with green clover for the Cairo markets.
| Behind the leader was another and another, the tail of the one
fastened to the bridle of the other, and so a long line continued
to pass.  We had buoyed ourselves up with hopes, that were
ruthlessly shattered, that our early start would swve us from
* the demands for bukshish from the youths of Ghizeh. They
' seem gifted with an extra sense, the power of smelling
nfidels, for two miles before we reached the pyramid, that
wwtul word, that strikes terror into the hearts of timid
travellers, was heard, but whether spoken by a boy or girl I
ould not say. I asked the name of the beggar, the voice
| answered out of the darkness, “Ismail.” In a few moments,
however, Ismail was only one of a score, running in the
van and rear, on our right and left, and thus we were
escorted on our first visit to the Pyramid of Ghizeh.
The Sheikh of Ghizeh had been informed of our coming,
and was waiting to meet us. I had been authorized to use the
name of Dr., Watson, of the Presbyterian Mission. I told him
[was Dr.Watson’s friend ; he replied, T am glad, for Dr. Watson
b is the Arab’s friend also.  Before ascending let us try to com-
" prehend the magnitude of that mountain of stone. Its height
b s estimated at from 480 to 485 feet. The length of its side,
b including the original casing, was 764 feet, its area covers
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thirteen acres, one rood and twenty-two poles. It contains
89,£00,000 cubic feet, and its weight is computed to be 6,843,
000 tons. The basement stones are many of them thirty feet
long and nearly five feet high* 1In order to appreciate its
greatness we must withdraw ourselves to some distance, then
slowly approach it, and the closer we come to it, the more its
stupendous size stands out in contrast with ourselves, on a
horse, or one of the clay huts of Ghizeh. Let us elimb up a
few tiers, walk along the whole face of the Pyramid, and slowly
we grasp the magnitude, then we will realize that for massive-
ness this is the king of human structures reared by human
hands. Two Arabs were allotted to one of my companions,
the other declining to ascend, and two to myself.  The first
tier reached almost to my chin, the Arab guides leeched them-
selves, one to each of my wrists, shouted, gave a sudden lift,
I made a bound from the earth and stood on the first pier of
the famous Pyramid. I put forth considerable effort, and the
perspiration began to flow ; in proportion as I inereased my
effort the Arabs relaxed theirs. For the remainder of the
journey they had to work harder and the ascent was easier for
me.

At the north-east corner, about three-fourths of the distance
from the base, the stones are broken and we found a safe
resting place. There we halted, and in the light preceding
sunrise could see the Arabs gathering at the base like bronzed
Liliputians. The guides began to pour out their guttural
Arabic, the burden of which was “you big man, you give big
bukshish.” To divert their thoughts into a different channel,
I started for the top, and after a quick, final effort reached the
summit: The Arabs gave a shout and clapped their hands in
high glee ; for a few moments I rested, and then looked afar
over the land of Egypt from that colossal pillar.

* Rawlinson’s Anc. E., Vol. 1., p. 204.
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To the east, beyond the Nile, the sun was rising, as if out

of Arabia; his golden edge was just appearing above the horizon ;
i in a few moments the minarets of the mosque of Mahommed
| Ali in the citadel, and the whole city of graceful spires and
| huge domes were bathed in the golden light of the morning.
Masses of what seemed dense blackness stretching along the
Nile valley were changed into fields of the deepest green, and
the common sand of the desert, as if by magie, glittered like
gems fit for a prince’s crown. Westward stretehed the desert,
| lifeless and uninhabited. North-east of Cairc is Tel-el-
' Yahoudiyeh, where stood a Jewish temple in the times of the
Ptolemies, and beyond is Tel-Bubastis, the site of Pi-Beseth of
the Bible, and beyond is Tel-el-Kebir, which was entrenched
and fortified by 30,000 Egyptians and taken by the British
after a hard night’s march. And as the kilted Highlanders and
Lancers mowed down the foe like grass before the reaper, the
- world saw that there were as skilful generals to command
Britain’s armies, and as bold Seotchmen, and loyal Irishmen
and fearless Englishmen to fight Britain’s battles and win
ictories, as any in the days of her proudest military achieve-
nents.  To the south is the site of ancient Memphis, once
mong the famous capitals of Egypt, now almost effaced from
he earth, whose very foundations are destroyed, and over
vhich clover and wheat fields are flourishing.  Near this
‘yramid of Ghizeh are the two others of vast dimensions and

L of great age. Between the first and second pyramid, only

earer the Nile, crouches the Sphinx, the silent witness of
he centuries of war and slavery, of rising and falling dynasties
fthat governed this strange land. Smaller pyramids, temples
dand tombs are clustering in ruins around the base of this

mighty structure. The whole scene was beautiful beyond
description. That land on which every traveller gazes from

® the summit of the pyramid was the cradie of the race. In
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those old cities now almost wiped from the face of the earth |

warrior kings tyrannized, and myriads spent their life in the
degrading chains of slavery. Kings have reared world-enduring

monuments and tombs, but their name has perished and their I

power gone. From no spot twenty-four feet square can one
see an area so full of the hoary ruins of a great people, who
strove to discover the facts and solve the mysteries of the
universe, and to reach to the knowledge of that great Godl
whom man acknowledges in some form to be the author of all
things, and whom the Christian knows to be the helper of the
race in all its terrible struggles and need.

The descent from the pyramid was easier than the ascent,
The guides preceded and leaped or scrambled from tier to tier.
I followed with some alarm at first, as I looked down the great
depth to the base. But one soon becomes fearless in going
down the face of the pyramid, and a sure step and a good eye
will ensure safety. A third Arab came behind, and unrolling
the white muslin of his turban began to tie it round my body
while he would hold the ends behind, and so add to my safety.
I declined his aid with thanks; buckshish was looming up he-
fore him and he was very desirous of employment. “If the

Howadjah is killed,” he replied, “ what will the Khedive do to |

me?” I asked what will he do? “ He will do this,” and he drew
his finger-across his neck, the modern hieroglyph for “he will

cut off my head.” As I did not wish him to run such a risk, §

I threatened him, and mixed it with persuasion and escaped
further trouble. If the Arabs were to be classified by their
eager curiosity they might be first cousins of the Scoteh. My

and object in visiting the pyramid. The younger of the two
began in broken English, mixed with Arabic, “ What country
you?” I said what country the other howadjah ? « He Ger-
man,” but “what country you? you Swiss? you Amelican’
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you Fvank 7 you Scotch ?”  Meanwhile I had not replied,
but as we were nearing the bottom, I asked “quid dicis?”
which he took to be the name of my country. “Quoi doishis,
quoi doishis. No howadjah ever came to Ghizeh from Quoi
doishis before. ~ Where is quoi doishis 2 Has quoi doishes a
sultan, 2 khedive, a pasha ?”  As we reached the crowd at the
base, a number of the brown citizens of Ghizeh village gathered,
round, and above every other sound was heard, “quoi doishis,”
as they discussed this new geographical problem and tried to
localize this strange country.

On reaching the entrance on the north side, about fifty feet
from the base, we rested a few minutes and refreshed ourselves
with coffee, from very diminutive cups. Soon our guides were
ready, and having stripped off our coats, and with wire,
andles, and matches in our hands, we begin to enter this awful

mass of solid stone. One guide enters first, the writer followed,
then the German, followed by his countryman, who had mean-
while plucked up eourage, and a second guide brings up the
rear. At the entrance are arch stones to relieve the mass
above. The tunnel we entered is polished like glass, by the
descent of vast multitudes in the past centuries. In height it
varies from three to four feet, and from two feet nine inches

to three feet six inches in breadth. This passage descends to

" a chamber almost beneath the apex, underneath the limestone

foundation. We crawled through the gloom and dust for
about sixty-three feet, at which point another passage

begins to ascend at the same angle. A huge granite

sstone blocks up the entrance, we make a detowr, therefore,

o the right, and then climbing over a barrier, four fect

thich, we returned to the direct line, and, after considerable
slipping and bruising of limbs, reached the entrance to the
SGrand Gallery, at a distance of one hundred and twenty-four

feet. On the right, at the entrance to the gallery is an
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opening that unites with the entrance passage. One of the
guides went down sixty feet, planting his feet into small
cavities in the sides, and uttered some Arabic for our special
delectation, the echo of which seemed to come from the bowels
of the earth. The Grand Gallery is one hundred and fifty feet
in length, five feet two inches wide at the bottom, and gradually

contracts to about four feet at the top. It iscomposed of seven
layers of stone, the upper one projecting a little beyond the
lower one. A short passage, through which we went on hands
and knees joins the gallery with the king’s chamber, which is
composed of beautifully polished granite, its roof consists of
nine enormous blocks of granite nineteen feet long. At the west
side stands the lidless sarcophagus, seven feet four inches long,
three feet one inch high and three feet broad. ~ When struck
it rings like bell metal, its sides are much defaced, and in a few
years it will be entirely gone in travellers’ pockets, unless the
Egyptian Government protects its antiquities.  This, together
with thewalls, have been highly polished, whichalone is evidence
of the mechanical skill of those early builders. At the foot of
the Grand Gallery we proceeded along a horizontal passage, one
hundred and ten feet in length, and reached the so-callel
Queen’s Chamber, the roof of which is composed of sloping
blocks of granite in the form of an arch. The heat became
intense, the darkness was like that of the night of Egypts
doom.

In company with one of my companions, an intelligent man

I measured the chambers and passages, and examined them as |

well as time would permit. Our guides were anxious to return
to daylight and fresh air, and threatened to leave us unless we
hastened, but a little firmness extinguished the incipient re
bellion. The feet of the Arabs are callous by their steady
travel over the sand and stones of the desert. For weeks some
of my own hired men went through Arabia with the thinnest
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AN ARAB DANCE IN THE

5 ¢ i sandals and often barefcoued.
One of the

into small
our special
the bowels
d ﬁfty feet
1 gradually

Though the soles may be hard,
[ discovered the upper part is as sensitive as a Canadian’s. In
stepping down at one point I alighted accidentally upon my
poor guide’s toes ; two hundred weight falling four feet upon
an Arab’s toes made an impression.

He danced a jig on one
foot, while he held the other in the air with both hands, and
:

put his toes in his meouth, and went through a long pantomime
in the passage.

ed of seven
bcyond the
it on hands
s, which is

The scene was novel in the extreme; the place
of the dance was the pyramid, the chief actor, a wounded Arab,
the dance was on one foot, amid flying clouds of fine dust that
nearly choked the spectators, a Scotchman and two Germans,
while the dull glare of the candles in our hands reflected their
light on a black, wizened face twisted into all kinds of shapes.
The scene at length ended, the procession was formed; in the
distance a speck of light began to appear; it grew larger at
every step, and finally we emerged into daylight, covered with
a coating of fine dust, perchance of the dead, driven in from the
desert in the centuries.
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Coftee was again handed us by some
towzy-headed youths from the modern, mud-walled village of
(hizeh. We paid the Sheik, who smiled benevolently when
the money touched his rough palm, and we also dealt liberally
with our guides. As usual they were dissatisfied, and said
' “Howadjah, heavy man, heavy pull, one Napoleon.” I tried
* to persuade, but it was wasted labour. At length, when I

thought the matter ended, one Arab in doleful tones shouted
“toes, toes,” and went through the pantomime once more. So
| for his toes’ sake he received a bukshish. The old Sheik, who
L professed to defend us from the rapacity of his men, forgot his
word and his dignity ; like a hungry dog longing for another
L dog’s bone, he could not look camly on the distribution of
| fancs, and begged for even half-a-one to drink tobacco. In
| 2ood nature we yielded, and then parted in true oriental fashion
£ from the venerable Sheik, and the wizened sharks of Ghizeh.
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A few yards west of the great pyramid are a number of small = .15 4
buildings that may have been temples, or perhaps tombs of B 1,01 e
some royal persons of inferior position, or of the priests that § pyramid
in remote ages made this a centre of religious worship. Into BY of the
the tomb of Lepsius we crawled; the opening was almost B i of
blocked with sand driven from the desert. It is a square 5 00 me
building, flat roofed and on the whole well preserved, for it B= of thep,
has been uncovered only in recent times. The first chamber B wou1d in
has been so blackened by the smoke of torches that the figures &
on the wall are almost obliterated. At the north-west corner
of this chamber is a small opening into another smaller cham-
ber and thence into a third. The sand was drifted hich
against the walls, but we diligently removed this with ow
hands for a depth of two feet, and were rewarded by a gool
view of the scenes of daily Egyptian life, oxen ploughing and
threshing out the grain. The colouring of the objects was as
fresh as when it left the painter’s brush. *

Three minutes’ walk brought us to the colossal Sphinx, with
a human head and the body of a lion, symbol of wisdom and
physical power. The body, hewn out of the limestone, is on
hundred and forty-three feet long, the circumference of the
head is one hundred and two feet. The fore feet projecied

S
N

seventeen yards beyond the body, and between them stood an
altar, on which sacrifice was offered. There have been n

means of determining its date, no hieroglyphs have been dis

covered on any part of it, its age is, therefore, a matter o

conjecture. The features, though defaced, are Ethiopian ; the the kings
face is round and the lips full, and faint traces of colouriny @ supposed f
are yet visible on the lower part of the cheek and near the @ In those t
ears. Though the face cannot be called beautiful according t B wealth an
European ideas, there is a calm, dignified appearance, which we have (
together with the massiveness of the head and body, fixes the to see that
attention of every traveller. The temple of the Sphins@8 Euypt like

8
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THE SPHINX, 105

stands a few yards to the south-east, and is supposed to have
heen erected Ly Shafra, or Cephren, the builder of the second
pyramid ; hence if the temple were devoted to the worship
of the Sphinx, the latter must have been erected prior to the
time of Cephren. Besides, it is well known that the oldest
monuments of Egypt are without hieroglyphics, the absence
of them, therefore, from both the temple and the Sphinx
would indicate a great antiquity. May it not symbolize both

THE SPHINX,

the king and the kingdom of Egypt? The king was the
supposed fountain of wisdom, and he was the source of power.
In those times he was an independent despot, the life and
wealth and time of whose subjects were under his control, and

we have only to look at the cartouches in Egypt and Arabia

to see that the kings of Egypt boasted of their physical power.

oypt, likewise, was the kingdom, par excellence, in power and
8
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wisdom. As the symbol of the king and the kingdom it
received worship, and in return guarded the sacred places and
the country from foreign enemies. For more than forty
centuries that strange monster has looked over the rich delta;
it has seen dynasty after dynasty rise and fall; it has received
oblations at the hands of heathen priests whose name and race
have perished ; it has witnessed the thousands of poor slaves
eating their garlic and coarse bread, and their craushing toil in
rearing those great pyramids and tombs, behind and around it;
it has seen Egypt in its glory, when its name was famous in
all the east, and it has gazed on Egypt plundered and its people
crushed under foreign kings, and one looks with reverence on
that face pensive and sad for Egypt, fallen from its ancient
greatness to weakness and misery. Before leaving this spot
on the edge of the desert, every traveller is prompted to ask
himself or others who made this great pyramid of Ghizeh and
what was its object? Its.age is more or less uncertain, and the
number of theories regarding its object is legion. When a theory
is once adopted, who cannot find proofs or forge them in defence
of his cause ? The pyramid of Ghizeh is generally supposed
to have been built 2,000 or 2,200 B.c. Above the sarcophagus
chamber are four small chambers, on the stones of which have
been discovered hieroglyphs in red ochre. These were the

names Khufu, and Khnum Kufu (0 j T T \\&f_)

In the fourth dynasty one of the kings in Manetho’s list is
Khufu, and he seems to reign conjointly with Nu Khufu or
Shufu, who may have been the son of Khufu or his brothersas
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Herodotus asserts, who says, “on Cheop’s death his brother
Chephren ascended the throne.” In an inseription of the
fourth dynasty we read, “ Khufu built his pyramid near the
temple of Hest, near the house of the Sphinx.” * It is probable,
therefore, he was the builder of the Ghizeh pyramid, for the
other pyramids contained the names of later kings who probably
built them. According, therefore, to the usual dates given to
the fourth dynasty, the pyramid of Ghizeh must have been
erected about 2,400 B.C.

Some have tried to identify Khutu with Joseph of Bible
history, who, when famine was in the land, during the seven *
years employed the Egyptians on this public work as a modern
government might do, to give work and bread to a part of the
population in distress. It is impossible to trace the two names
to a common root, their similarity is in sound, not in origin or
structure.  Besides, this theory would bring the date of the
pyramid some centuries later than that usually accepted ; nor
is the theory that the Israelites during the time of their bond-
age built it, tenable, for according to the Bible evidence, “ their
lives were bitter with hard bondage, in mortar and in brick
and in all manner of service in the field.”+ The age was a
practical one for Egypt; then some of the fresh water canals
were dug ; in this work and in irrigating the fields the Hebrews
would be employed. It is probable enough they may have
made the sun-dried bricks, and even built the brick pyramid
of Dashoor or the one in the Fayoum, but evidence is wanting
to prove they piled up the massive stones of the pyramid of
Ghizeh,

It has been thought Ghizeh was a tomb, or a temple devoted
to the worship of the sun-god, or an astronomical observatory,
or a barrier to keep back the sands of the Libyan Desert, or a

* 8, Birch, LL.D., Egyptian Texts, p. 5.+ Exodus i, 14.
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revelation in stone of important cosmical and theological truth.
The facts as to the size and angles given by the advocates of
the last theory are correct, but their conclusions are false. It
is true the pyramid of Ghizeh is built on certain mathematical
principles, but that it is therefore a revelation of the history of
the world or theological truth is not even shown to be a proba-
bility. It is asserted to have been made according to a divine
model and, though the first and oldest in Egypt, is the only
perfect one. What evidence have we that its form was a reve-
lation to the early builder? A statement of Herodotus says
they commonly called “the two pyramids by the name of
the shepherd Philition, who at that time fed his herds in that
region.”* According to Piazzi Smyth, this was Melchizedek,who
exercised over Cheops a supernatural influence. This is assump-
tion without evidence. Moreover, if the pyramid of Cheops is
arevelation of a divine message, so must the second pyramid be,
for both of them were called by the name of Philition. Hero-
dotus tells us the Egyptian people were wretched during the
reigns of Cheops and Chephren, and after their death refused
to call the pyramids by their name. But if Philition prevailed
on the kings to close the temples and build this pyramid,
would th y have been so pleased with him as to have named
the pyramids after him ? If it be a revelation of truth of any
kind essential to the welfare of men, according to the theories
of Taylor, Prof. Smyth and Dr: Seiss, there are immense difficul-
ties in the way. (1) Why has it been kept a secret for more than
four thousand years? (2) If it be a revelation of the history
of the world, its duration and the certain destiny of the race,
it reveals more than the New Testament, and therefore the
New Testament is so far an inferior revelation, and the builder
of the pyramid knew more than Christ or the angels, for they

* Herod., . ii., sect, 5.
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were ignorant of the end of the world. (3) It is an imperfect
revelation, for twenty or thirty feet of its apex is destroyed, its
outer casing is removed and its sides are badly weather-eaten.
How, then, can it supply a unit of measurement and determine
the diameter of the earth ?

After having quoted Lepsius, Smyth and others, in support
of the theory that it is the only original and perfect pyramid,
and that the other sixty or seventy along the Nile were mere
bungling imitations of the Great Pyramid, Dr. Seiss says:
‘The Great Pyramid suddenly takes its place in the world in
all its matchless magnificence, without father, without mother,
and as clear apart from all evolution as if it had dropped down
from the unknown heavens. In all countrics ghere is a gradual
advance from a less perfect to a more complete, but here all
ordinary laws are reversed.”* The date of the Great Pyramid
is uncertain, and it is, therefore, building a theory on fog to
assert, with such confidence, it was built prior to all the others.
[t is true it covers a larger area than the others, and that its
massive, polished blocks of granite in the interior chambers
stand as closely fitted as when placed there and have defied
the centuries, but there is evidence that the Great Pyramid is
not the oldest. It has been, as a style of architecture, subject to
laws of development, and, if this be true, the theory that it burst
upon the world’s historyas a perfect structure to reveal the truth,
otherwise unknown, becomes a dream. Birch, one of the best
Egyptologists, believes the pyramid of Sakkara is older than
the Great Pyramid. He dates it in the reign of a king of the
first dynasty of Manetho’s list.+ Lenormant places it in the age
of the second Manethonean dynasty,; while that of Ghizeh is
generally assigned to the fourth dynasty. The Sakkara pyra-

*A Miracle in Stone, pp. 39, 40. 1 Egypt from the Earliest Times, p. 25.
+ Manual of Aucieny History, Vol. 1., p. 332.
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mid is in a more ruinous condition than that of Ghizeh; both
are constructed of lime-stone, they have been exposed to the
same weather influence, and there is no account of Sakkara
being destroyed by foreign invaders, so that, except on the
ground of greater antiquity, it would be difticult to account for
its broken-down condition. Its blocks are crumbling to dust,
and massive stones are scattered over the desert at its base,
while even the oldest of the Ghizeh pyramids is comparatively
perfect.

Around the pyramids of Ghizeh are a number of low, square
buildings, whose walls are of immense thickness, and many of
them are almost covered with sand drifted from the desert.
Some of them are flat-roofed, others are like low pyramids.
Externally they are plain, without hieroglyphs ordecorations,
while internally the walls are painted with scenes of daily life
and of a semi-religious character. Are these tombs or temples,
or both 7 No one can tell. The probability is they were tombs.
May not these be among the earliest efforts of pyramid build-
ing ? “It is not improbable that some of the smaller, unpre-
tentious tombs are earlier than any of the pyramidal ones.’*
From them it was a considerable advance to construct the pyra-
mid of Meydoum with three stages, and then that of Sakkara
with six stages, with a chamber in the rock beneath its apex.
Then it was a question of time and taste and expenditure
whether six or sixty tiers should be erected and that there
should be chambers in the pyramids as well as under them,
May not these, therefore, be the missing links of the chain of
development in pyramid building, whose last and perfect link
is found at Ghizeh ?

Let us suppose the race almost destroyed by some uni-
versal epidemic or earthquake except a tribe in Central Africa,

* Rawlinson’s Anc. History of Egypt, Vol. L., p. 189,
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h; both and at the end of 4,000 years they should migrate west to
| to the furope, and, among the ruins of London, found a perfect
Jakkara & locomotive. They searched, and could not find the first loco-
on the L motive Stephenson built, or the kettle that cave Watts his

yunt for B fisst idea of utilizing the force of steam: would that be a
to dust, b \alid argument in support of a theory that heaven had
ts base, i 1evealed to the Saxon mechanies the knowledge of constructing
atively . perfect locomotive, and the means of using steam for pur-
: L poses of commerce or travel? Or, if the diameter of the

7, square L driving wheels, or the stroke of the piston rod happened to be
many of L somany fives or tens, would that be a solid basis on which to
v desert. ~  build theories of the world or theology. The loss of Franklin’s
yramids. L kite would not prove the divine origin of telegraphy, nor the
yrations, i loss of the first steam engine prove the modern locomotive to

laily life K . lea divine revelation. So, even if the absence of the first
temples, . pyramids were a fact, it would not, in any way, warrant the
e tombs. . conclusion that there was none prior to it, and therefore the

d build- L Great Pyramid was a divine revelation.

', unpre- It is asserted a system of fives and tens is an element of
ones.’* > revelation in this structure, and through this revelation -er-
he pyra- | tain cosmical facts are taught which otherwise are only
Sakkara [ approximately known. Let us see what the evidence for such
ts apex. : asystem is, “It has five corners—four at the base, and one
enditure j unique corner at the summit,” * and this is supposed to exist ail
at there through the pyramid, but, as a matter of fact, the apex of the
sr them, ¢ pyramid is gone, and a level area twenty-four feet square
chain of [ remains, so that there are eight corners instead of five. It is

fect link [ not sufficient to say in its original form it terminated in a point,
| for it is therefore a defective revelation, and the second and
me uni- @ third pyramids of Ghizeh are more perfect in this respect. An

1 Africa, & assumed derivation of the pyramid is the foundation on which

* A Miracle in Stone, p. 45,
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the system of ten rests. Seisssays: “It isa mongrel derivation,
The ancient Coptic ¢ pyr, division, is joined with the hiero-
glyphic word ‘met’—ten, and so it teaches a ‘division of ten’ as
an element in its structure and in nature. But is it not equally a
valid argument to derive it from pyr, and mat, mother ; and so
it would signify the mother of division, or per, a house, and mat,
a mother, and regard it as the house or temple of the female

divinity worshipped by the early Egyptians? This theory of

numbers does service in computing the sun’s distance from the
earth. The vertical height of the pyramid multiplied by ten
to the ninth power gives the mean distance as 91,840,000
miles ; but these figures differ by some millions from the most
recent calculations. Besides, one of the factors in this problem
is uncertain, and so therefore must the conclusion be. There
is a difference of at least five feet in the various computations,
depending on the base from which the measurement is made,
and the thickness and angle of the casing stone, the latter of
which must always remain uncertain. The difference in the
calculations is sufficient to destroy the theory and its conclu-
sions, for, if a revelation, it ought to be a perfect one, and its
truth certain. Mathematical truth and high intellectuality
are declared to be found alone in the Great Pyramid. The
builders, we are told, aimed at constructing a pyramid, each
face of which would be an equilateral triangle ; but the second
is nearer an equilateral triangle than the first, for there is only
a difference of one-twenticth between the base and the sloping
sides, while the difference in the first is one-nineteenth ; and
whatever trinity the pyramid may be supposed to teach in
this triangular form is taught more perfectly by the second
than the first. In respect to Orientation the Great Pyramid
teaches nothing more than many others do.”* “The Sakkara

* Vide Seiss, p. 46.
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erivation. | pyramid is the only one in Egypt, the sides of which do not
she hiero- F exactly face the cardinal points;”* therefore true Orientation

of ten’as f @ belongs te all the pyramids, with that exception, and the
equallya | (ireat Pyramid teaches no independent truth by this, and indi-
r; andso F cates no superiority. The Great Pyramid stands on a lower
andmat, B level than the second pyramid, and though it is much higher,

he female § yet its apex was actually six feet six inches lower ; and there-
theory of [ fore if any theological symbolism can be extracted from the
yfrom the f  situation of the pyramids it is in favour of the second.

ed by ten B Sir John Herschell computed that, in 2170 B.c., («) Draconis,

1,840,000 & in the constellation of the Dragon, was in line with the entrance,
the most ¢ and a theory of time and theology is at once constructed. The
s problem [ descending passage represents the world’s march, under Satan’s
e. There § influence, down to perdition, symbolized by the chamber under
outations, [ the pyramid. God interfered, and the world began to ascend
is made, ® in moral truth. This is signified by the ascending gallery,

. latter of @  which denotes the Jewish Church. Serious difficulties meet
e in the & this strange theory. Without proof, an inch represents a year.
s conclu- = The downward gallery, Dr. Seiss says, is 1,000 inches, which
e, and its £ represent 1000 years, and the ascending one from the exodus
lectuality § to Christ, 1542 inches or years, making a total of 2542 years
1id.  The from creation till Christ, which conflicts with all systems of
mid, each chronology. To avoid this, he assumes the entrance to denote
he second E the downward march of the race after the flood ; but the race
re is only becan a downward career from Eden, hence it should mark

ie sloping time from the beginning; otherwise the theory is conjecture,
nth ; and not fact. Besides, there is such a margin of difference in the

teach in &  computations as to prove the theory useless. Dr. Seiss makes
e second the descending gallery 1000 inches, Rawlinson,756; Seiss makes
Pyramid the ascending one 1542, Rawlinson, 1488, a difference in one
Sakkara gailery, or epoch of world history of 244 inches or years. Dr.

*Vyse, Vol. IIL., p. 41.




114 THE PYRAMID OF GHIZER,

Seiss and othe > make the Grand Gallery represent the Chris-
tian dispensatioii, 1814 inches or years, and the horizontal
passage denotes the period of judgment. Facts prove the
talsity of all this theorizing, for the Church has in no sense
finished her career. She is in no sense in a time of judg-
ment since 1814, as she ought to be, according to those whose
views we have been examining. Her sacrifices are more than
for long centuries before, in the way of personal devotion and
consecration of wealth to the Lord’s work. With all her
failings the life of the Church is powerful, her heart beats
warmly for the Lord. Missionaries hazard their life as fear-
lessly as in Apostolic times. In high places and low, men,
women, and children are doing deeds of charity for the Lord’s
sake, whose reward will be a glory as the brightness of the
firmament. In what sense is the Church in a period of judgment?
She is not suffering in prison, or chains, in the amphitheatre,
or on the mountains. She has not yet reached the highest
point in her march of victory over the nations. By and by
she shall triumph, when the King shall come as the Bridegroom
trom heaven ; then the sea, and earth, and hell shall give up
their dead, and He shall bring His sons from far, and His
daughters from the ends of the earth.

If this Great Pyramid be a revelation in any sense, it is a
mutilated, unreliable one. If it contains truth it ought to
have been preserved perfectly. There is uncertainty; there
is difference in all its dimensions. Besides, it has been of no
use for 4000 years to any living creature on earth, and it
teaches nothing about the personality, the nature of God, or
his purpose with us as sinners. It has nothing to say about
the greatest problem of life—how can we be free from sin and
guilt, and be righteous before God? It is near the end of
time according to these writers, eénd its truth, such as it is, has
been hidden till now and accepted only by a few ; hitherto it
has been, as it will be, a valueless rev-!ation.

Th
were 1
the de
namely
mut, d

house

“A lo
on whi
chre fo
as \‘l’pll
ing to

cenerat
Tier on
nearly

§ granite,
¢ and its
admirat
jut it v
the wor
triangul
the absc
west, |

I lation o

the Pyr.
assumed
well t}l(‘
Birch, se
them, by
their pa
any tho
happen 1

* Birc
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e Chuis- 4 The most sound and sober view seems that the pyramids
rizontal & were intended for tombs. *  This view is also supported by
ove the the derivation of pyramid, which I regard as the true one,
0 sense namely, from the hieroglyphic per, signifying a house, and
f judg- b at, death or dead. Hence the word pyramid denotes the
e whose ~ house of the dead. Herodotus, speaking of Cheops, says:
yre than B A long period was consumed in excavating the eminence
ion and i on which the pyramid stands, where he constructed a sepul-
all her > chre for himself.”+ In Herodotus' time they were regarded
rt beats ¢ as sepulchral monuments. They were built, doubtless, accord-

as fear- i ing to a definite plan, and intended to endure for remote
W, men, . generations under the clear sky and dry atmosphere of Egypt.
s Lord’s ¢ Tier on tier was laid until the summit reached the sky at
of the . nearly 500 feet above the plain, and its massive blocks of
lgment? f  nanite, dragged probably by hand all the way from Syene,
theatre, ¢ and its immense size impress every one with wonder and
highest . admiration at the skill and patience of those ancient workmen.
and by Jut it was the work of blood, the labour was forced, and it was

legroom © the work of many a broken heart and crushed life. If those
give up L triangular sides taught any truth, they ought to have taught

nd His . the absolute equality of all men on the north, south, east and
west. But the only true revelation has done that, the reve-

3, it is a * lation of the Gospel of Christ, which had the Egyptians known,
ught to B  the Pyramids would never have heen built. Those kings that
*; there @ assumed boastful titles shrank from no cruelty, and deserved
n of no E  well the hatred of succeeding generations. Rawlinson, quoting
,and 1t i Birch, says: “The builders employed the measures known to
God, or £ them, but had no theories as to measure itself, and sloped
y about |8 | their passages at such angles as were most convenient, without
sin and ¢ any thought of the part of the heavens whereto they would

end of & happen to point.”
t is, has 1

herto it 1 * Birch : Egypt from Ancient Times, p. 32, et seq. + Herod., book ii.



CuaprTer VII
SCENES IN CAIRO, HELIOPOLIS, OLD CAIRO.

“ Babylon, a strong fortress built by some Babylonians who had taken refuge
there.”—Strabo, bk. xvii. c.i.

MONG: the most popular scenes in Cairo are the

Bazaars, mere narrow lanes, unpaved, and extend-

ing in every direction without regard to order or
convenience. The awnings are poles stretched

across and covered with reeds to protect the

merchants from heat. Turkish and Persian ware,

are for sale here, and goods in brass, wood and

stone, fish of the inland lakes, fruit, spices, and ornaments of gold
and silver. In Cairo the goldsmiths’ bazaar is wide enough to
allow two persons to pass ; the stock of goods is kept usually in
small glass cases eighteen inches square. Many of the styles are
copies of the ancient ones, as seen on the temples and tombs
of the mnobles or princes, and are wrought with exquisitc
taste and skill. From ancient times the Egyptians have been
skilled workmen in gold as well as other metals, as may be
seen by examining the necklaces and other ornaments of gold
in the Boulak Museum. Modern jewellers in Cairo have no
cen cience in dealing with infidels, and I had therefore no faith
in them. In order to guard against deception I brought a
sovereign to the most noted workman and asked him to malke
a ring of it, after a particular pattern, and I proposed to see
the process. My offer was declined, for there would be no
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CEREMONY OF PURCHASING IN THE BAZAARS, 117

opportunity to plunder. The workmen, their benches, and
their primitive tools are objects of interest. Some are nsually
plating brass ornaments for Fellahin women with the thinnest
covering of gold, others are mending broken earrings or nose
jewels. Boys are employed at the quaint forges, the bellows of
which consisted of a goat skin with a tube inserted into one end,
and then forced into the forge. Placing one foot on the bellows,
they pressed out the air and then lifted up the compressed sack
by a string fastened to the skin at one end, while they held
the other end in their hand. Thus alternately lifting with
their hand and pressing with their foot, the fire was kept
burning on the forge. The Mahommedan merchants have a
superstition that the first transaction in the morning will rule
the day, hence though never importunate to sell their goods,
they will sacrifice them to any extent, almost, rather than
allow the first customer to go without making a purchase.
In Cairo and the Orient generally the merchant scans our
clothes and general appearance ; if his decision be favourable,
he will treat us with profound deference, for fine clothing and
ample funds are mighty divinities in Egypt as well as in
Canada.

The carpet and silk bazaars are extremely interesting. In
company with a friend an attack was made on a venerable-
looking old man. His turban and gown indicated wealth and
social distinetion; his beard was longer than is usual, and
white ; there seemed a trace of kindness and benevolence in
the old man’s face. He was smoking a nargileh, and invited
us to smoke another, but as we were unaccustomed to that kind
of luxury we declined. He then provided us with coffee ; the
quantity was small, but black and as thick as molasses, with-
out milk or sugar. Desirous of conforming to the custom of
the land, each of us swallowed the dose, with an inward and
unexpressed wish that he and it were in Damascus. We
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began business, after the preliminary ceremony was ended, by
asking for a Persian carpet. He spread out his stock on the
mastaba on which we were sitting. Finally, one was selected
the price was asked, and we were staggered by the reply,
“ Mafeesh,” nothing. T repeated the question, and he replied,
“Take it, it is thine, thou art my friend, all I have is thine
what is that to thee and me?” Immediately I felt I was in
the unchanging East, in which its customs are as fixed as the
hills. I thought of Abraham buying the field and the cave of
Machpelah. When he asked the price, Ephron answered, «“ The
field give I thee, and the cave that is therein.”* Abraham
knew it was only an Oriental figure of speech, and replied,
“I will give thee money for the field.” The owner then says,
“My lord, the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver;
what is that betwixt me and thee?” So when the Mahom-
medan ended his speech I said, “Come now, tell me how
much will I pay thee?” He replied, “ Ninety francs.” There
is no rule to guide in purchasing except this, which is almost
universally true. Every seller is trying to cheat; and to
obtain a reasonable price, divide what is asked by four. The
Mahommedan looks with contempt on the European who
pays what is asked; the Egyptian thinks he is weak-minded.
Though he loses by the operation he respects the intelligence
of the European who refuses to pay his extortionate demands.

In the cloth bazaar, Far-away Moses, whom Mark Twain
has made famous, has his sign hung out. It is a curiosity, an
innovation which must have given bitter pangs to the Ma-
hommedan souls. He had done business in New York, and
so imported this custom from Uncle Sam’s land. He took
pleasure in showing us his name and photograph in Mark’s
book, and, in order to have a claim on our custom, declared he

*Gen. xxiii, 11-15,
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CARPENTERS AND BARBERS. 119

had seen us at Saratoga or Orchard Beach. It was vain to
assert that neither of us had ever been at those places. Being
a Jew, and fond of gain and gold, his aim was to induce us
to purchase, and give him the pleasure of spoiiing us of our
g()()‘lN.

[n Cairo one sees the methods, not of the Egyptians only,
but all Oriental races to some extent. In visiting the tin-
smiths, carpenters, blacksmiths, the schools, and other places
in the city, one is foreibly struck with the fact that their
methods ave the reverse of ours, Their language reads from
right to left, and the substantive stands before the adjective
which qualifies it; the people sleep, many of them, on the
roof of the house, not inside of it. When a carpenter works
at a lathe for turning wood, he sits, never stands, and holds
the tool with the toes of one foot and with one hand, and
when planing draws the plane towards him instead of pushing
it from him. The night-watchmen place a large cage of wicker-
work before the door of the shop which they ave supposed to
guard, lie down on it, huddle themselves like hedgehogs in their
gowns, and go to sleep. T have seen the Moskee at night full of
such cages and the watchmen asleep, never dreaming that vob-
bers might enter the premises from the rear or the top; so they
sleep at each shop door when watching their master’s property.
The native barbers shave the head instead of cutting the hair,
and when finished, the barber holds up the small mirror before
the shaved one saying, *“May it be pleasing to thee ?” and if
it is satisfactory, he replies “May God make it good to thee.”
The Egyptians plead for bukshish that they may drink to-
bacco, not smoke it. The Fellahin mothers carry their children
naked across their shoulders, one little black leg hangs down
the breast and the other down the back of his mother, and
thus he makes a horse of his mother’s shoulder, On one oceasion
I saw a mother with a child on each shoulder, one in her arm,




120 SCENES IN CAIRO, HELIOPOLUS, OLD CAIRO,

and carrying a bundle of wood in one hand, while her lazy
lord marched in dignity behind without any burden. Th>
blacksmitk, instead of raising the anvil to the required height,
digs a hole in which he stands, and is hampered in all his
motions. When children are sent to school they commit the
first chapter of the Koran to memory and then learn the last
one in the book and come backwards, so that they have finished
the book when they have learned the second chapter. Instead
of the Fellahin milking their goats in the field, they drive
them into the house or at times up to the flat roofs and then
milk them,

THE DERVISHES OF CAIRO.

Two classes of these fanatics are seen in Cairo, the dancing,
and howling. From two p.m. to three p.m. every Friday, they
give performances. The origin of these persons and their
strange orgies is uncertain.* May they not be of Persian origin,

and their superstition a remnant of that fire-worship so univer-
sal in the East, and through Syria and Palestine, where yet are
to be seen on high mountains ruins of temples dedicated to Baal,
as the sun-god of the Canaanite nations? On Carmel, in the
time of Elijah, “the priests cried aloud and cut themselves
after their manner with knives and lancets till the blood gushed
out upon them.”+ The howling and whirling motion may be
the modern form of those ancient, barbarous customs of their
worship on the mountains. The mosque of the dancing der-
vishes is an octagonal building whose stone floor is covered
with mats. The centre is occupied with the dervishes, a rail-
ing separating them from the Europeans who assemble to see
them. Krom twenty to thirty usually perform. They wear
grey felt caps, tapering towards the crown; their gowns are

* Vide Art. Baal., Smith’s Dict. of Bible. +1 Kings xviii, 28,
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THE DERVISHES OF CAIRO, 121

blue, or green, or brown. They squat on the floor, muttering
the word “Allah,” bowing themselves forward to the ground.
All ages are represented, fr-m a lad of twelve to old men of
sixty years. On a gallery extending across one side sat two
men and a few small children. The men began to intone parts
of the Koran, to beat an old drum, and play a native flute.
The music was of the most discordant kind, resembling that
made by children on tinpans, or that made in remote, rural
churches, where every person is a leader, and time and har-
mony arve as varied as the taste and talent of each worshipper.
The discord was intensified by the children, who occasionally
jerked the flute from the player’'s mouth, whose composure, how-
ever, was unruilled by such trifles. Meanwhile, the men below
were marching in order in a circle inside the railing, and, on com-
ing to the spot occupied by the leader, the first man turned round,
and facing the man who followed placed the toes of his right
foot at right angles across his left foot and made a low salaam.
Most of them were barefooted, some had stockings sadly out
at the heels, and in need of darning by some motherly wife,
whom, of course, they in their ignorance despise. Suddenly,
they threw aside their gowns, and one by one marched into
the centre of the area, extended his arms and began to whirl ;
soon they were all revolving, and their garments inflated like
balloons. They were like huge living toad-stools revolving on
two stalks; the faster the music, the faster their whirling
became. Like the famous dance in the auld kirk of which Tam
O’'Shanter was witness,

“The piper loud and louder blew
l ’
The dancers quick and uicker flew.”

This is kept up until they are completely exhausted, sr fall on

the floor unconscious. A collection is taken up at the door,

and, judging from the attendance, it must be at times large
9
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The chief exercise of the howlers consists in throwing their
body backward and forward as far as possible with a violent
Jjerk, and at the same instant uttering a sound compounded of
a groan, a sigh and a grunt. Their exercises are injurious, from
the violence of their action and length of time their body is
subjected to such a strain. One goes away sad, at the thought
of how low man can sink, when he can regard this as suitable
service to God. This is but one phase of the heathen or world
idea, that we must do something in the way of bodily suffering
to make us acceptable to God. Is it not a cenfession of guilt,
which seems inherent in human nature, and so becomes a
witness of the truth of the Scriptures, that all have sinned’
[t is also a confession of our need of an atonement, which
Christ has made for us with His own blood.

A RIDE TO HELIOPOLIS, THE ANCIENT ON,

A visit to this ancient seat of learning is one which every
traveller should make. It was the Edinburgh or Cambridge
of Egypt, when savage beasts roamed over the sites of the
renowned cities of Europe. Passing to the end of the Moskee,
near the hills, I drove in the direction of the tombs of the
Khalifs, crumbling into ruins and infested by swarms of beg-
gars ever on the alert to pounce on every one who has a hat on
his head and infidel shoes on his feet. Near Matareeh were
luxuriant fields of clover on the left, on the right were exten-
sive orange gardens whose trees were laden with golden
fruit, so that the branches required to be supported with props.
In the garden near the site of ancient On,a water-wheel was
driven by oxen, and the water was led in every direction in
small channels. A wooden paling enclosed an immense syca-
more tree laden with green fruit, the tradition regarding which
is that Joseph and the Virgin found shelter under its branches
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SCENE OF THE VIRGIN'S SOJOURN IN EGYPT. 123
during the time of their sojourn in Egypt with the infant
Jesus. Notwithstanding the impossibility of that tree having
attained the age of nineteen centuries the trunk was literally
covered with names of credulous persons cut into the bark.
During the war of 1882, Arabi Pasha had the tree cut down to
help in raising breastworks against the British, and among
other evils has cut off the financial revenue of the Egyptian
gardeners. The solitary obelisk stands close at hand, marking
the site of the old city and the entrance to the Temple of the
Sun.  The Egyptian name of the city was “the dwelling of
Ra”"—the sun. The city seems to have stood on higher ground
than the temple, and the mounds now oceupied by a few miser-
able huts evidently point out the site of the city. It is called
Ann on the inseriptions, On in the Bible. It was a city of
priests, no fewer than 12,913 being connected with the temple
service in the days of its splendour. Joseph marricd Asenath,
the daughter of Potiphera, a priest of On, and thus it is brought
into connection with the early history of the Israelites in
Egypt. The prophecy of Jeremiah in regard to it has been
literally fulfilled: «He shall break also the images of Beth-
shemesh, that is in the land of Egypt.” The place is now
utterly desolate. \When Alexandria became the seat of learn-
ing the sun of Heliopolis declined; in Strabo’s time only a few
persons remained in charge who showed among the objects of
interest the house in which Plato lived. Now the elevated
mounds are occupied by the poor huts of the Fellahin. The
city and temple have been swept away by the ravages of fire
and fos, At the north-east of what seemed to have been the
limits of the ancient city I found blocks of granite sphinxes
and statues half buried in holes. A canal extends on one side
from which the water was brought in smaller channels to irri-
gate the clover fields. The obelisk of rose coloured granite
brought from Assuan is the solitary relic that remains of that
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once famous shrine. It was erected by Usurtasen I., of the
Twelfth dynasty, so that for thirty-seven centuries it has stood
there with its slender apex pointing up to the blue sky. Kings
and priests and philosophers have gazed on it and passed by
it, into the temple ; perhaps even the patriarch Jacob has seen
it, and certainly Joseph the mighty Hebrew ruler.  Probably
there were two, one on each side of the entrance to the temple
within, and it is more than probable that the Egyptian temples
in some respects were models even for Solomon in the erection
of the Temple to Jehovah. One cannot but notice at least the
fact that Solomon set up pillars in the porch of the temple the
nate of the one on the right was Jachin, the name of the one
on the left Boaz* The obelisk is sixty-six feet above the level
fields at its base ; it is now nearly six feet below the surface to
the foundation on which it stands, showing the height to which
the land of the Delta has been raised in thirty-seven hundred
years., The inscription on each of the four sides is the same,
and intimates that Usurtasen, the son of the Sun-god (Ra),
erected it. On two sides bees have built their combs in the
deep hieroglyphs, so that they are entirely covered. Within

the temple was kept the sacred bull Mnevis, the incarnation of

Ra. In those days there was an element of spirituality
in their worship, for it was only as a visible embodiment
of Ra, that the bull was worshipped ; but, instead of pro-
gressing in a spiritual system of belief, the Egyptions, with all
their wisdom, sank into creature worship, and hence deified
dogs, cats, wolves and crocodiles. At On, the pheenix, accord-
ing to the fable, was consumed. It was of golden plumage
about its neck, and its body of blue colour. At the close of five
hundred years it came to the temple of the Sun and was
burned on the altar.  On the second day a worm arose out of

* Vide 1 Kings viii, 21,
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THE FABLE OF THE PHENIX, 125

the ashes, on the third it became a beautiful bird and flew
away to return again to die after five hundred years had passed.
Herodotus says “ His wings are golden and red ; in size and
appearance he greatly resembles an eagle.  He comes once in
five hundred years, flying from Arabia to the temple of the
Sun, bearing the body of his father, enclosed in myrrh, which
he buries in that temple.”*  In this simple legend, as well asin
amore definite way in later times, one can trace the belief of
those early Egyptians without a revelation in the doctrine of
a bodily resurrection, and thus could have taught Saducees and
modern materialists a truth which they never knew. Thothme

[1I,, of the Eighteenth dynasty, one of the most famous kings
whose great works in different parts of Egypt are yet objects
of wonder and admiration, built a wall about the temple and
placed some splendid obelisks before it, two of which called
“Cleopatra’s Needles,” were brought by Augustus to Alexan-
dria, and one of them now stands on the Thames embankment
in London, and the other in New York. In Paris and Rome
are obelisks that have been plundered from Heliopolis. Only
its name remains, and its solitary granite obelisk ; and a feeling
of regret comes over one when, standing amid the desolation
and ruins of Heliopolis, he learns the truth that cities like
men shall perish.

OLD CAIRO.,

The original name of this old quarter was Fostat. When
the new city of Cairo was founded, Fostat was known as
Musr-el-Ateekeh, old Musr. A portion of the original site
was enclosed by walls built of flat brick used by the Romans.
This was an ancient Roman fortress, and two of the projecting
towers or bastions are yet in good preservation. Passi

* Herod., bk, ii.
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through a rickety wooden gate along with Dr. Watson, of
Cairo, I entered the Coptic quarter; the streets were narrow
and quite deserted, an open door here and there enabled me
to see into the inner court of the houses, on the floor of which
the men were resting in the heat of the day. An old man
acted as guide to the Church of Abu Sergeh, the modern
Coptic Church of St. Mary. The entrance-porch contains
some tumble-down benches. In the floor of the first room of
the church is a well for the baptism of members; beyond
is the rcom for the women, and still farther is the part
of the church for the men, separated from the former by a
wooden screen, while another screen with fine carving in wood
and ivory separates the altar from both. There are no benches,
the worshippers having to stand. A few old pictures of scenes
in the life of the Virgin hang on the walls, There is an entire
want of reverence on the part of the Copts for holy things;
at the altar during the communion one would fancy the wor-
shippers were a crowd gathered at an auction and shouting
out their bids to the auctioneer. The coramunion bread is in
the form of a small round loaf, three inches in diameter and
one inch thick, on the surface of which are the Coptic cross
and small dots to signify the nail-prints in ovr Lord’s body
on the cross. Everywhere in Egypt the Coptic priests and
people are punctilious enough as regards forms and creed,
but they are too ignorant to know the spiritual truth that
alone gives power to the ordinances. They adhere to the
dogmas of their church with a tenacity inherited from the
times of the Arian controversy about the nature of Chuist,
which so paralyzed the life of the Egyptian Church that she
has not recovered to this day. In the crypt, whose floor was
damp and ceiling mouldy, our credulous guide pointed out
small recesses in the wall in which Joseph and Mary slept
during their sojourn in Egypt. It must have been a healthier
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IS OLD CAIRO THE BABYLON OF ST. PETER ? 127

atson, of B pot then than now, otherwise they would never have lived to
€ narrow L sec Palestine again, and they must have been small of stature
abled me & to have occupied such a space. The ancient name of the city
of which [  that oceupied part of the site of Old Cairo was Babylon, and

old man I many have supposed that from this city Peter wrote his first
modern b Epistle. At the close of the first Epistle are the words, « The
contains [ church that is at Babylon saluteth you.” There is no tra-
room of :' dition that Peter was ever in Babylon, the famous Assyrian

beyond 4 apital, while some have supposed Babylon to be a mystical
the part ~  name for Rome. In the Talmud Rome is figuratively designated
ier by a L Babylon, but the evidence of Scripture, though negative, is too
in wood clear for mere tradition or fanciful interpretation. He was in
benches, B Jerusalem in 52 A.D. at the council mentioned in Acts xv.
of scenes . He could not have been in Rome in 58 A.D., or Paul would
an entire have sent salutations to him in the Epistle to the Church
* things; there, nor yet was he there during the time of Paul’s imprison-

the wor- ment, otherwise he would have been included as the most
shouting prominent among those who would send their salutations in
ead is in the Epistles written from Rome. Writers like Origen and
eter and M Lactantius, who assert that Peter was in Rome during the
tic cross [ close of his life, had no more evidence for their belief than we

d’s body have. The tradition that speaks of his flight through Porta
ests and (apena is evidently the work of some one who wished him

d creed, to have equal glory with the great Gentile apostle. The
ath that B Lord carrying His cross met him outside the gate. He asked,
> to the “Domine, quo vadis?” (O Lord, whither goest thow?”) «1
rom the B g0 to Rome,” said Jesus, “to be crucified again for thee.”

t Chuist, Peter at once returned, was imprisoned in the Mamertine, and
that she ¢ crucified on the Janiculum hill the same day Paul was be-

loor was headed at Tre Fontane.

wted oub ] This old quarter in Cairo was named Babylon, because,
ry slept ¢ according to Diodorus, it was occupied by the descendants of
realthier @& the captives taker by Sesostris, and Strabo mentions the fact
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that one of the Roman legions in Egypt was stationed at Baby-
lon. In the salutation of Peter there is added, “and so doth
Marcus, my son.” Is this St. Mark ? It is generally supposed
to be so. Tradition declares that St. Mark preached in Alex-
andria, and his church was shown there for many centuries,
The distance between Cairo and Alexandria is not great, and
there would be frequent communication between these two
leaders in the church. Peter was the apostle of the circumeision,
and in the time of the Ptolemies there were many Jews in
Alexandria and Egypt, for whose use the Hebrew Seriptures
were translated into Greek. Onias built a Jewish temple, in
the nome of Heliopolis, at Bubastis, having received permission
from Ptolemy and Cleopatra, and for eenturies later, Jews were
found in great numbers in Egypt. What, therefore, would be
more natural than that after the death of Stephen and James,
the brother of John, and also James, the leader of the Jewish
Christian Church in Jerasalem, Peter should flee for safety to
Egypt? It was near Palestine and there was frequent inter-
course between the two countries, and Peter would be safc
trom the principal leaders of the Jews in Jerusalem. On the
whole, therefore, evidence seems to preponderate in favour of
old Cairo as the place from which he wrote his first epistle. A
few minutes’ ride on our donkey brought us to the Nile, where
we embarked for the Isle of Rodda in a small boat, after much
talk with the boatman as to the work he was to do and the
pay he was to receive. The learned Dr. Watson mounted the
back of the boatman and was carried out to the boat. I then
tollowed in a similar fashion. The island contains a ricketty
palace, with wooden verandahs extending aloug one or two
sides, the gardens containing orange trees, banana, lemon and
palm trees, and the henna plant, with which the Egyptians
colour their finger and toe nails. The Nilometer is here, which
consists of a well sixteen feet in diameter, in the centre of
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lat Baby- [ which is an octagonal pillar with Arabic measures inscribed on
d so doth i it. When the Nile rises sixteen cubits, or Egyptian ells, the
supposed B land will produce good crops; when it is too high the seed is
lin Alex- [ destroyed and the embankments are washed away, and when
centuries, * itis too low the land suffers from drought. The rise of the Nile
rreat, and L is watched with the deepest interest by the Egyptians, for on it
hese two & depends the coming harvest ; and when it has reached a certain
umeision, L lieicht, as indicated on the Nilometer, the river is let into the
~Jews in | Khalig, or city canal, amid the most exciting festivities. A late

jeriptures ¢ tradition assigns the Island of Roda as the scene of the finding
emple, in 1 of Moses in the ark of bulrushes. There is not even proba-
ermission L lility in its favour, for at the time of Moses the Egyptian
ews were b Court was either at Memphis or at Zan, the site of the modern

would be L Tanis in the northern part of the Delta.
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C'HAPTER VIII.
MUMMY PITS, BENI-HASSAN, SIOOT.

*“ Bringer of food! Great Lord of provisions,
Creator of all good things!
He filleth the granaries; he enricheth the store-houses ;
He careth for the estate of the poor.”
—Hymun to the Nile. (Records of the Past, Vol. I1.)

which may be reached by boat or rail. It is pre-
ferable to go by boat, as there are two places of
interest to intelligent travellers—Memphis with
its pyramids and serapeum, then further south are
the famous tombs of Beni-Hassan. I rode along
the edge of the desert from Ghizeh. On the rigut
were the Libyan hills, along whose base the white sand was

wreathed up like masses of driven snow in winter in Canada;

Fellahin women were picking out by the roots dead shrubs for
fuel. Crossing west at about six miles south of Ghizeh, I visited
the ruinous pyramids of Abousir and Sakkara,thelatter standing
in the midst of Mummy Pits, extending for miles in the desert,
in which probably the most of the common people of Egypt
were buried prior to the eighteenth dynasty. Some of the
pits have been opened, but the sand of the desert continually
drifting in soon fills them again. The linen cloth in which
the mummies were wrapped is as perfect as when folded round
the dead more than thirty centuries ago.
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TOMB OF AN EGYPTIAN NOBLE. 131

About five miles from the river and in this immense grave-
yard of ancient dead, is the tomb of an Egyptian noble named
Ti, probably erected in the time of the fifth dynasty, and there-
fore more than four thousand years ago, and is decorated with
some of the finest painting in bas-relief found in Egypt. Ti
rose from the ranks of the common people, married Nofer-
hotep, a princess, and became one of the mightiest men in the
country, “Chamberlain of the King” and President of the Royal
Board of Works, He had estates in the north and south
country, whose products are brought, as seen painted on his
tomb, in boats and in baskets. The entrance is into a small
court partly filled with sand; in this court are square pillars
of limestone that once supported a roof. The walis of the
interior corridor, chambers and large quadrangular court are
covered with figures representing Ti, his wife and his servants.
[he hieroplyphs are finely cut, the colouring is fresh and the
figures are well executed, for the artists had not been domi-
nated by the canons of stiff conventionalism of later times. Ti
is represented of greater size than any other person; his wife,
who is termed the “beloved of her husband” and the “palm
of amiability towards her husband,” is represented as much
smaller and apparently in the attitude of supplicating her hus-
band. Men are seen ploughing with oxen yoked to a plough
of the same kind as the Fellahin use now. Rams are treading
in the seed, men are beating them behind, while others in
front hold food before them to encourage them to work. Thirty-
six females, with baskets on their heads and presents in their
hands, are represented coming from the villages of Ti in the
north and south country. Officers, with their batons, are haul-
ing unwilling eriminals into the presence of the magistrate.
Fishing, reaping, boat-building, are all represented. Ti is seen
on a boat perhaps in an inland pond, like those of which the
wealthy Romans were so fond. He is standing in the centre
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of the boat, of commanding stature, his servants have speared a
hippopotamus with a small crocodile in its mouth, and others
have captured one by a hook fastened to cords, by which he is
lifting it up. Job seems to have been familiar with the method
of fishing and hunting as practised in Egypt, for he asks,
“(anst thou draw out leviathan with a hook, or his tongue
with a cord which thou lettest down ? Canst thou put a hook
into his nose ?”* The wealthy Ti had to give up his possessions
and die like the common slaves that lie in nameless graves in
that forsaken desert, and the scenes about his figure, and sacri-
fices offered to him when dead, tell foreibly the truth we often
forget: death has passed upon all men. Unless some care is
taken by the government, the torches of careless dragomen will
soon obliterate with smoke this most exquisite work of ancient
art.

To the south, a few minutes’ walk over the soft, shifting
sar, is the Serapeum, or the tomb of the Apis bull, worshipped

at Memphis, the ancient capital. He was the incarnation of

the god Phthah, and splendid accommodation was provided for
him in a court of the temple surrounded by Osired pillars,
On fixed days he was led through the streets of Memphis, and
the citizens came out of their huts to salute him. He was
tended by numerous priests and fed on dainty food, but if he
did not die before twenty-five years of age, the priests drowned
him, and his embalmed body was deposited with honours in
the Serapeum. All Egypt then went in morning until a new
Apis was found by the priest and was led amid the rejoicings
of the people to his abode in the temple.

Cambyses having suffered a defeat in the south, came to
Memphis, at the time of their rejoicings for their new god.
He thought it was at his defeat, he, therefore, summoned the

*Job xIi. 1, 2.
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THE SERAPEUM AT MEMPHIS, 133

magistrates and asked the cause of their rejoicing; they replied
their god had appeared to them, and they were wont to rejoice
with feasting. The explanation does not seem, however, to
have been satisfactory, for he called them liars and put them
to death. Apis is known says Herodotus from the following
sions, “ it is black, has a square spot of white on the forehead,
on the back the resemblance of an eagle, in the tail double
hairs, and on the tongue a beetle.”*  When the priests intro-

duced Apis, Cambyses drew his dagger intending to strike the
helly of Apis, but instead struck the thigh, and then laughing
« ’ (=] (=] (=]

said to the priests, “ O you blockheads! do the gods become such,
consisting of blood and flesh, and that they may feel iron?
Yet such a god is worthy of the Egyptians!” The upshot of
the difficulty was, the priests were scourged, the vejoicing
Eoyptians were put to death, and Apis died of his wounds, and
was deposited in the Serapeum. The Serapeum is a long
corridor extending east and west, with numerous vaults at right
angles or nearly so to the main passage. Sixty four of these
vaults have been discovered, and twenty-four of them contain
cach & monster sarcophagus, in which the Apis was laid. These
Sarcophagi, are of dark blue or red granite, polished like glass,
and ave about thirteen feet long, seven teet broad, and eleven
feet high. The lid consists of a single stone, and is removed
from some of them. By means of a ladder I ascended one, and
then descended in the same manner with a number of gentle-
men ; we found the tomb capacious enough for ten persons to
stand in, In a side gallery a sarcophagus and lid are lying on
the spot to which the workmen had brought it, when either
the downfall of Memphis or the dethronement of Apis as the
god of the city took place, and there it stands as it was left by
the ancient workmen. The atmosphere is stifling, and is made

* Herod., bk, iii. 28.
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worse by the candles and torches necessary to light up the
recesses and subterrancan tombs. The Serapeum was dis-
covered in 1851 by M. Mariette, who says, aithough 3,700 years
had elapsed since a vault of the reign of Rameses II. was
closed, “the finger marks of the Egyptian who had inserted
the last stone in the wall, built to conceal the doorway, were
still recognisable on the lime. There were also the marks of
naked feet imprinted on the sand which lay in one corner of
the tomb chamber.”

The modern village of Mitrahineh, a collection of mud huts,
occupies the site of ancient Memphis, the Egyptian name of
which was Men-nofer, the good place. It was so named after
Menes, its reputed founder. The low lands to the north and
west of the modern village mark probably the site of the lakes
constructed by Menes for the defence of the town. Phthah,
from the Egyptian “Pet-h” (to open), was the chief deity of
Memphis, and was worshipped as “the Lord of truth,” “the
Father of beginnings,” and “the Creator of all that is in the
world.”  His temple was the most magnificent in the country
and was surrounded by a wall. ~ Within this area temples of

other gods stood, and perhaps the limestone of which they

were composed, or the walls, gave origin to the name of “the
city of the white wall.” Herodotus is lavish in his praises of
this temple.  Succeeding kings vied with each other in adorn-
ing it with statues or adding to the temple. Herodotus in-
forms us “Sesostris, Rameses left monuments of himself in
figures of stone, placed in front of the temple of Vulean; two
of them representing himself and his wife are thirty cubits
high.”*  In the midst of paim groves, to the south of the
modern village this figure of Rameses is yet seen. It is forty-
two feet in length, composed of limestoune, and is lying on its

* Herod., bk. i. 110,
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face in a pool of water. On the head of the figure is the
kingly pshent, or ancient crown, with the snake, the symbol of
kingly wisdom. On the breast is a shield and a girdle about
his middle, on which is the name of Rameses. Other statues
are lying about, broken and defaced.  South of Rameses, is
another smaller hole in which there is lying a granite statue,
probably of Rameses and his son, cut cut of the same block,
To the north-west are ruins of statues and bases for others,
Cambyses captured the city, slew ten thousand Egyptians,
and from that time it continued to wane, and from the found-
ing of Alexandria it sank into insignificance. The 'ow country
west from Mitrahineh to Sakkara was covered with heavy crops
of clover, while large fields of tomatoes and melons and garlic
extended north and south. Where mighty kings lived in
splendour, and trampled on the liberty and life of millions
of human beings; where famous temples stood adorned with
splendid works of art, there are now fields of clover and
forests of palms. The modern village is a wretched place, and
so are the people, the men are lazy and poor, the women were
working in the fields kneading manure with their bare arms
into thin cakes for fuel. Stagnant pools and filth ave at every
door. How true is the word of Jehovah about great Memphis,
“I will also destroy the idols, and T will cause their images to
cease out of Noph ;”*  “The princes of Noph are deceived.™
Every traveller who rides or walks over the site of fallen
Memphis must say the word of the Lord is true. Rameses is
debased ; in a pool of filthy water lies the image of that king
who boasted of his prowess and deeds of valour, and who
set up his image to be worshipped as well as Ammon, or Horus.
The idols are destroyed, they have no glory given them even

by the degraded Fellahin of Metrahineh, and the princes who

* Ezek. xxx, 13. + Isaiah xix, 13.
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BENI-HASSAN,

e wished to perpetuate their glory in those monster statues have
‘synll)ul of & been deceived, their name is powerless, their works are in
«dle abou; [ ruins, the palaces and temples of Memphis have perished.

o 4 One day's sail brought Beni-Hassan in view, on the east

Tentu side of the Nile. In company with a few others I rode up to
eaba g the tombs hewn in the rock, about two miles from the river,
me block, @ A short distance up a ravine at right angles with the shore line
for others, is the cave of Artemis. It is a temple built by Sethi, father

a 3 Piha orag P \qOg Tha 4 o o

igyptians, [ of the great Rd:lm,.xt,.\. -I he portico contained originally eight
he found- @  columns;only four remain.  On the outer wall ave hieroglyphic
w country [  inscriptions, on the inner are frescoes of Pasht, the lion-headed
vy crops @ goddess, receiving worship. Along the face of the limestone

S it b hill ave two tiers of tombs, the upper tier is badly destroyed,
g § )
livediin ~along the lower one are some large tombs with frescoed scenes,

t millions @ representing wrestlers, hunters, and persons catching fish and
rned with E birds. In the most northerly one is the procession of strange

et . people, with pointed boots on their feet, with short beards and

place, and . Asiatic colour and feature. These have been supposed to be
men were & Joseph’s father and brothers coming into Egypt to settle in
bare arms [ Goshen,and has been pointed to as a verification of Bible story.
yat every [ Seripture truth is never strengthened, but weakened, by bring-
Memphis, ¢ ngforward in its defence questionable evidence. The number,
images to [ 35any person may count, is thirty-seven, which does not agree
(-7 k- : J 1 ’ g i . . . . ¥
sceived+ € with the number of Jacob’s family given in Genesis. The
of fallen B great man to whom these people are bringing presents is the

ameses is B Egyptian owner of the tomb. He has two dogs at his feet, one
that kine @& behind and one before him. An Egyptian introduces to him
and who B the strangers, who bring as presents geese, the ibex, and the
or Horus. & <azelle.  Four men with bows and clubs are leading an ass
hem even [@ Which is carrying two children placed in baskets, another ass
nces who & follows laden with presents, and one man plays on the lLyre.

Their mode of travel is at variance with Genesis. “The sons of

Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their

)

10
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wives, in the waggons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him,

There is no old man in the company such as we might expect
to represent Jacob, nor are there the waggons with the wives

and little ones. Besides why should this representation of
their arrival have been in Central Egypt? Their coming
would be better known in the north, and if it was of any
importance to commemorate the event it would have been in
the tombs and public buildings in the north country. Almost
east of Beni-Hassan is Myos Hormos a port on the Red Sea,
which from very early times Pheenician sailors navigated,
There would naturally be at least a small colony of them at
such ports ; may the scene not represent them bringing pres.
ents to the great man who ruled this part of the country’
The animals which they bring are such as would be found in
desert regions over which they would come, while the other
gifts would be such as they might have obtained from their
seafaring countrymen and be valuable in the eyes of an inland
gyptian magnate. The modern Beni-Hassans occasionally
abandon their miserable reed-and-mud hovels, and occupy the
tombs in the mountains, Perhaps they have an eye for the
beautiful in nature, as they can have an extensive view over
the valley below, or perhaps they go there to meditate on the
frailty of human life and the vanity of human greatness.
They are the most villainous fellows between Cairo and
Assouan., Their demands for bukshish were accompanied
by fierce oaths. The younger lads wore a shirt which hung
in rags round their loins, the hair of their head was cut close
to the scalp, except a tuft on the crown, which was a nest for
sand that flew in clouds across the plain. They were like
demons, defiantly demanding money. Money which was thrown
them from the boat frequently fell into the water; they

* (Grenesis xlvi, 5.
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ry him/ plunged in after it and searched with hands and toes, and
1t expect finally fished it out of the Nile mud and lodged it in their
WPt wive ¢ mouths like monkeys, and made grimaces for more.

tation of [ Sioot was reached on Saturday, January 28th, Early in
¢ coming the morning I took a donkey and vode up to the American
s of any . \lission House, and met the Rev. Mr, Griffin who kindly showed

been in me over the mission schools and church. There are in attend-

Almost ¢ ance four hundred Egyptians at the Sabbath service, two hun-
Red Sea, - dred and eighty-four attend the day school, and nine young
avigated, E  en are studying in the college. The students sleep on mats
them at | placed on raised platforms, which extend along the wall,
ing pres- £ wooden box contains their bread, to which the Mission aut}un i-
country ! ties add vegetables to make it palatable, New brick buildings

found in . were being erected that will give inereased comfort and tacility
the other L incarrying on the important work, in giving a E Luropean educa-

om their . tion and knowledge of the Gospel of Christ to the C ‘opts and
w inland ¢ others in Egypt. From wy observation of the work of the

asionally £ American Presbyterian Mission in Fgypt, I do not regard it
cupy the £ as too strong a statement to make, that it has done more for

for the L the moral and physical welfare of the people than all the
‘iew over i lers of Kgypt. Passing through the city gate with Mr.
te on the [ Criffin, we entered a large open space shaded with immense
rreatness. | acacia trees; scores of men were sitting against the wall, with

airo and [ papers in their hands, and discussing matters very excitedly.
ympanied & Here was the court of jusfice whuc the judges met daily
ich hung | under the shade of the trees, and the men were waiting to
cut close ¢ present their cases. This is one of the ancient customs of

. nest for Oviental races. In the arrangements regarding the man-

vere like [ slayer, Joshua commanded, “when he shall stand at the

s thrown entering of the gate of the city, and shall declare his cause in

er: they | the cars of the elders of that city, they shall take him into
b v

- the cxtv unto them.”* Boaz pulchased the land and took Ruth

* Joshua xx, 4.
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to be his wife in the gate “and all the people that were in
the gate and the elders said we e witnesses.”* The Orientals
were fond of gathering at the city gates to hear the news of
the day, long before the modern newspaper gave every one
the news of the world in his home. Thuas the custom of
administering justice there would soon arise, for at the gate
ample evidence would be obtained to any decision, long before
legal documents were of much service.

Passing through the camel market and the bazaars, owr
route lay along a raised embankment to retain the water of
the Nile after the overflow of its banks. The Egyptians were
repairing the road in the most primitive fashion. They carried
earth in baskets on their heads and dumped them on the road.
Time is of no value to the Egyptians, and as to wheelbarrows,
and Europc un inventions, they never take kindly to them. On
the road up to the hill behind the city, pieces of muminied
wolves were lying about, having been dug out of their pits by
workmen in the quarries. The remains of the protecting deities
of old Lycopolis were scattered like rubbish over the sand. The
tombs rise in tiers above one another. The ceiling of the
ancient tombs along the face of the hill is a blue ground, with
golden stars on it. In some tombs, one room econducts to
another, and in all of them is a pit with a gentle incline,
twenty or thirty feet deep, into which the mummy was de-
posited. There is one excavatiam about forty feet square,
with vaulted roof, supported by pillars whose bases still stand
in sifu, and the capitals are seen cut out of the roof, but the
pillars themselves are gone. Around the upper edge of the wall
runs a white scroll on black ground. On both sides of the
door, within and without, is the figure of a priest of colossal
dimensions, to indicate social position and authority. The door

* Ruth iv, 11,
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of this chamber is very large ; inside, deep slots are cut into
the sides and top. The door seems to have been of one piece,

and placed into this eut groove from the inside. In the roof of

the tomb is an opening, about the size of a human body, cut
through the mountain. On its side are notches into which the
feet might be placed when climbing in and out. This was
evidently the mode of ‘ngress and egress. The whole structure
seems to be different from that of other tombs in Egypt. Is it
a tomb? Below Sioot is another town, named Abouteeg, a
corruption of amofiyy, storehouse. In the famine, when Joseph
ruled the land. the grain was gathered into storehouses. One
would naturally be built somewhere, in this rich valley, to store
the products for the coming years of scarcity. Through the
East, generally, caves were used for storing grain. In many
villages of Palestine I saw the people lifting up the grain from
theso rocky caverns, some of which were lined with cement.
May this not have been one of Joseph’s storehouses, or of the
priests, who would follow Joseph’s example and store away
what grew on their ground ? If so, then it forms a link that
ioins us with Bible history and the famous son of Jacob. The
top of the hill is covered with broken pottery, perhaps the
remains of the vessels that contained offerings to the dead in
the tombs below, or to the wolves, the gods of the ancient city.
At the foot of the hill there is a modern graveyard, enclosed
Ly a rude wall. It has become too small, and the skulls and
hands of the dead were dug out of their graves, to make room
for others, and were lying scattered about, mingled with pieces
of mummied wolves. So, in Egypt every one has his day, and
then must give place to another—in his grave as well as in his
house. Bastern towns are splendid schools for cultivating
patience,  On my return to the Nile, in passing through a
narrow street a halt had to be made. A camel was treading
along in one direction, and a donkey laden with baskets was
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facing him. Thick scantling occupied the middle of the narrow
street. These three objects blocked the way. The Orientals
have a routine programme for every event, which must he
carried out to the letter. Shouting, in the deepest gutturals,
began, and each man beat his animal, never attempting to
remove the scantling, or guide the creatures. When tired they
rested, and then repeated the shouting, freely interlarded with
oaths at things in general. Then succeeded another period
of silence, and finally the awkward camel backed into a hole
in the wall of the street. The scene ended, to be repeated at
some other place, and T moved on.

Denderah, the next place of note up the Nile, is situated
inland from the Nile about two miles. Here Athor was wor-
shipped, the hawk-headed goddess, whom the Greeks identified
with Aphrodité, and the Romans with Venus. Among other
titles she was named the “celestial mother” and “lady of
the dance and mirth.” The portico of the famous temple at
Denderah is supported by twenty-four columns, covered with
hieroglyphics; the capitals have each four faces of the sun,
with four lotus flowers in bloom. The signs of the Zodiac are
represented on the ceiling, and on the wall is the scene of &
king, after his purification, presented to Athor, who confers on
him the two crowns of Upper and Lower Egypt. Beyond
the portico is a hall with six columns, and having three rooms
on each side. Beyond this hall is another with two side-rooms
and a staircase leading to the top of the temple, from which I
was forced to beat a rapid and inglorious retreat by swarms
of furious bees that have built their combs in the sacred
abodes of the goddess. At the remotest part of the temple is
an isolated room filled with darkness, in which the figure of
the goddess was kept; around this chamber is a corridor and
rooms opening into it from every side. Athor is se¢n in many
chambers receiving offerings from kings. Isis also is seen
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with the globe and the Uraeus serpent on her head. Hawks,
owls, and serpents are frescoed on the walls everywhere. The
Zodiae, which was removed from the ceiling by French
antiquarians, was supposed to revolutionize all theories of
chronclogy and overthrow the veracity of the Bible. Burck-
hardt even regarded it as some thousands of years older than
Biblical chronology would allow ; but when brought to Paris,
Champollion read the names of Augustus, Tiberius, Nero, and
Domitian on it, and thus the expectation of the Frenchmen
perished, and the Bible yet stands as a rock to crush to powder
the false theories of men. The goddess is represented standing
on a crocodile, the symbol of evil. The people of Denderah
were bitter enemies of the crocodile, while the people of Ombos,
to the south, worshipped it. Perpetual enmity existed between
Ombos and Denderah on the crocodile question; this is not
wonderful, for more enlightened people have had bitter hostility
over religious subjects of equal importance with the crocodile,
On the exterior of the west end of the temple are the figures of
Cleopatra and her son in bas-relief; her features are rather
Ethiopian, and far from the ideal of beauty. To the west is
the temple of Isis, where the cow is figured before which the
Sepoys prostrated themselves when the Indian army was in
Egypt. To the north is a small temple dedicated to the genius
of evil, the Egyptian Typho. The whole temple, and perhaps
the city, was enclosed by walls of sun-dried bricks, which
now lie in ruins, mingled with pieces of ancient pottery.
Though the temple is Ptolemaie, it stands on the site of an
ancient one dedicated to Athor, for we find Pepi, one of the
kings of the seventh dynasty, calling himself “the son of
Athor, mistress of Denderah.”* The sun-dried bricks of the
ancient Egyptians and the thin, burnt bricks of the Romans

* Rawlinson’s History of Ancient Egypt, Vol. IL,, p. 112.
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are lying in ruined heaps over the site of the ancient city
The fields were greer on the north and south, and for two miles
towards the foot of the Libyan hills. The dom and graceful
date-palm dotted the plain amidst fields of grain. Though
inferior to the mighty works of the ear'y Egyptian period,
this temple of late Egyptian art stands a . object of admira-
tion to the skilful artist as well as ¢o the ordinary traveller.
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CHArTER IX.
THEBES AND ITS SPLENDID MONUMENTS.

The Great Temple of Karnak is ‘‘the noblest effort of archivectural
magniticence ever produced by the hand of man.”—Ferqussc.'s History of
Architecture,

in a fertile plain extending for miles on both
sides of the Nile, are the ruins of Thebes. The
city occupied both sides of the river, and its
temples and monuments are perhaps the grandest
on earth for massiveness, as well as delicacy of
workmanship. Its origin is obscure, but appears
in the eleventh dynasty as the capital of the upper country, and
from that time increased in wealth and power, until it reached
its climax in the times of the famous Rameses, the Alexander
of Bgypt. The old name of the city was Apé, to which the
feminine article was prefixed, forming Tapé, which the Greeks
translated Thebai, the English form of which is Thebes. It
was well situated, for the valley itself was fertile, and trade
was opened with the countries on the Red Sea, Arabia, and
even Persia, and perhaps India. Precious stones, gold, ebony,
balsam, panthers and apes were transported to the Theban
kings from the land of Punt and the countries beyond.
Ancient Greek writers speak of its greatness and wealth.

Homer calls it Thebes of the hundred gates, which does not

seem to have referred to the gates of the city wall, for no
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traces of a wall have ever been discovered. Diodorus sug.
gested that the gates were the Propylea, or entrances to the
temples. The Egyptian temples, as they now exist, are com-
posed of numerous large buildings united to each other, which
were the work of successive kings, and around the shrine of
the deity are scores of rooms for the priests and others belong-
ing to the temple, so that, in addition to the Propylwma that
lead from one grand hall to another, one is astonished at the
multitude of entrances to smaller rooms on every side. It is
however, quite possible Homer refers to the city gates, though
no trace of a wall remains, for thirty centuries have obliterated
thehouses of tie people, which would be made of the same sun-
dried bricks as the wall. Where even are the palaces of the
kings and the houses of the nobles? They also have all
entirely perished. The first object one sees on the east side
of the river on approaching Thebes is the grand pylon, standing
before the temple of Karnak, one hundred and forty feet in
height, and fifty feet in thickness. On the west are the lime-
stone hills, far beyond the plain, in the deep recesses of which
the famous kings and queens are buried. The plain is
covered with magnificent temples; and in the distance is seen
the two Colossi of Amenophis III. These remains of bygone
times tell of past famous eras, when mighty kings enslaved
the living to build temples to their gods, and fame for them-
selves. Thebes has perished; only a few grand structures
exist to tell us what she once was, and the wretched villages
of Luxor and Kayaak, the abodes of grinding poverty, on the
very site of the mighty capital, verify the truth: the things
that are seen are temporal. On landing at Luxor, a native
Nile boat lay moored to the stone foundations of an old
Roman pier. Two Mahommedans and a boy were eating
their evening meal. I watched them with interest. They
were squatted on deck, at the stern of the boat, with a dish
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before them, out of which they all ate in common with their
fingers. Tt seemed a race for life, each one bolting a handful
of the soft food as fast as possible. At Luxor, as well as in
(‘anada, the best man wins, or ought to win. The one with a
spotless turban was the owner of immense hands and a mouth
of no mean magnitude. He won the race, which was different
from the contests of rowers on the rivers in Clanada in this
respect, that there were none to applaud the winner; the only
joyous one was himself.

Luxor contains three or four hundred inhabitants and
three or four consuls, the most famous of whom is Mustapha
Aga, an ignorant and vain old Egyptian, who represents the
Union Jack in that out-of-the-way place. His residence is
fronted by a colonnade of immense pillars belonging to one of

the ancient temples. He was arrayed in a flowing ‘gown, on
his head a spotless turban, and his feet encased in yellow slip-

pers ; his fingers were literally covered with gold rings, one of
which he prized highly as the gift of the Prince of Wales.
My visit to him was ended by a gift of a clay idol made in
England, but which, with oriental solemnity, he wished to im-
pose on me as a genuine relic, and for this he expected a hand-
some bukshish, but was disappointed.

THE TEMPLE OF KARNAK,

This temple stands one and a-half miles north of Luxor,
and was approached by an avenue of sphinxes with rams’
heads. The sphinxes faced each other, were about twelve
feet long, many of them are destroyed, and those that remain are
in ruins,  Up this avenue went the famous warrior kings of
the eighteenth and nineteenth dynasties, when returning with
their captives and spoils of war to offer to Amon Ra, the tute-
lary god of Thebes, and called the king of the gods, and
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identified by Herodotus with Zeus.  Amon is from the hiero-
glyph root amn, to hide. Originally, therefore, he was wor-
shipped as the god who was concealed from human sight. The
chief idea in the early Egyptian mind was the spiritnal, and
therefore impenetrable, nature of Amon. In the eighteenth
dynasty Ra was united to Amon ; hence he was worshipped as
the sun-god, who is addressed in one of the ancient hymns as
the « Lord of the gods, the maker of men, that givest them
life, that listenest to the poor in distress. Thou deliverest the
fearful man from the violent ; who judgest the poor and the

oppressed.”  The same thought is expressed by Job regarding

Jehovah, “ Canst thou by searching find out God ; canst thou
find out the Almighty unto perfection?”  And later writers
speak of Jehovah’s greatness as unsearchable. It is true that
all civilized nations can place in their creed the fact that God
is unsearchable, for His works are full of infinite wisdom, and
are unsearchable, how much more so, God himself. But the
sacred writers have employed, in truth, the same terms to
Jehovah, that the Egyptians did to their false gods. 1In this
however, there would be nothing inconsistent with inspiration.
The entrance to the temple was on the side facing the river,to
which an avenue of sphinxes also led from the Nile and was
continued on the western side of the river. On the front of the
pylon is seen the orb of the sun, with wings, and the serpen,
the visible symbol of the great god of the Thebans. This
symbol seems to contain at least these ideas, that Ra is the
creator of life, and the serpent is the symbol of his wisdom
and royalty, while the wings denote his protection to his people.
Every Egyptian worshipper who entered into the temple passed
under that mysterious symbol. = Ashur, the god of Assyria, was
symbolized by the figure of a man with wings, rising out of a
wheel. Is this symbol a common heritage of the ancient races
by which they attempted to give material existence to the
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unsearchable God ?  Or is it not rather the faint outline of the
statement in Genesis regarding the presence of Jehovah and
the cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and which had
been preserved in the consciousness and life of the race after
the lapse of centuries and amid great national changes and
extensive migrations. The cherubim over the mercy seat in
the holy of holies were connected with the Shekinah, the
presence of Jehovah. ¢ The cherubim shall stretch forth their
wings on high, and there I will meet with thee.”* The cheru-
bim of Ezekiel were connected with wheels, and each cherub
had four faces, that of a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle,
And in Egypt the sphinxes that formed the avenues to the
temples or that stood near them, had wings, and a human face
with the body of a lion. Are these heathen efforts to aive
form to the Scriptural cherubim? Tt is interesting to find
that the sacred writers employ the same symbols, in reference
to Jehovah, which are sculptured on the pylons of ancient
Egyptian temples. “The Lord God is a sun and a shield.”t
“He shall cover thee with his feathers, and wunder his
wings shalt thou trust.”} Inside the portal we reach &
large court, whose area is 100,000 square feet. On the right is
a row of nine columns, on the left eighteen. Opposite the en-
trance is a passage between the ruins of lofty pylons into the
pillared hall, unequalled in the world for the size of its col-
umns, the richness of its design, ornamentation of capitals and
ceiling.  The roof is supported by one hundred and sixty-
four columns, twelve of which, six on each side, form a central
avenue ; they are sixty-six feet high and thirty-three feet in
circumference. This Hall of Seti 1., the father of the great Ra-
meses L1, is three hundred and thirty feet long by one hundred
and seventy feet broad, and dates back to the fifteenth century,

* Exod xxv. 19. + Ps, 1xxxiv. 2. 1 Ps. xci, 4.
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g, The ecolumns are round and literally covered with figures
of kings, gods and goddesses, and royal cartouches. The lotus
and palm-capitals are executed with fine taste and exquisite
skill, the workmanship is delicate, and compares favourably
with the finest in Greece, while the grandeur of the columns
and temple excels every other temple on earth. Passing
through other pylons, the traveller enters a narrow hall open
to the sky. Beyond this two obelisks stood, of beautiful
granite, one of which is lying in ruins, and the other, which is
standing, is over ninety feet high, and eight feet square at the
hase. It stands in a hall, the roof of which was supported by
thirty-six square pillars with colossal figures of Osiris.  This
obelisk was brought from Assouan, and erected in seven
months by Queen Hatasou. The hieroglyphs come down only
part of the way from the top, on one or two sides. Perhaps
Thothmes was taking the government into his own hands, and
his sister, in haste, erected it to perpetuate her fame. The
purpose of the obelisks is uncertain. They are found now only
at temples dedicated to the sun, and may have been an offering
to the sun god.  In addition, they have the effect of relieving
the heavy monotony of the ancient style of temple architecture.
Besides those cunning old kings may have had a supreme desire
to perpetuate their deeds of valour in this way, and have the
eredit also of making offerings to the deity, and thus a double
purpose would be accomplished. The top of Hatasu’s obelisk
was covered, but for what purpose is uncertain. One can only
stand and admire the skill of those ancient stone-cutters, and
the mechanical ingenuity by which such blocks were not only
brought so far, but erected on their base, which would be an

engineering feat of no mean order now, with all modern appli-
ances,

Going through another entrance, we stand in the sanctuary
itself, a hall one hundred and twenty feet square. In the
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centre of this area is a granite chamber fifty-two feet long
and fourteen broad. This is divided into the porch, before
which stood two stelw; then the holy place, and finally the

holy of holies. On two sides of the sanctuary were rows of

small rooms for the priests. Here everything is plain and
primitive ; no colossi, no obelisks, no great pillars. The inmost
shrine is a room without openings to admit light ; and here the

image of the god was kept. This is the form in the old temples

of Egypt, and one is at once struck with the resemblance in
general structure to the temple of Jehovah on Moriah, In
both, were pillars before the porch, then the holy place, and
behind all the holy of holies. During the four hundred and
eighty years that elapsed from the exodus to the building of
the temple, there was intercourse between Palestine and Egypt.
Solomon had commercial dealings with the Egyptians, and
even married a princess of Egypt. Among the builders of
the temple in Jerusalem were the servants of Hiram, king of
Tyre ; and is it not probable that they, as well as the Jewish
workmen, were acquainted with the Egyptian temples ? And
as they were the grandest on earth, they would naturally copy
them in their general outline. One is forcibly struck with
the resemblance, in many particulars, between the temple
built to Jehovah by Solomon, and the temples at Karnalk, Den-
derah and Philee. The holy of holies is a chamber without
windows, in the Egyptian temples; it was the same in the
temple of Jehovah, as is implied in 1 Kings viii. 12. The
Lord said “He would dwell in the thick darkness.” Over so
many centuries did the wave of Egyptian influence make its
power felt in Palestine. The external walls of the Temple of
Karnak are covered with battle scenes. On the north side of the
main building is represented a battle with an Asiatic people.
Seti L. is driving his chariot furiously over these people, who
have long beards and whose colour and features show they are
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forcigners, They are called Rotnno, and are from Lemanon,
which may easily be the hieroglyph for Lebanon. Some are dead
mder his feet, others arve fleeing, pierced with arrows in their
backs. The king is leading some by a rope, and on his return
offers his captives and his vases of gold and silver to Amon Ra.
On the south-west of the main hall are represented the exploits of
Rameses 1L, and also Shishak of the twenty-second dynasty. At
the invitation of Jeroboam, king of Israel, he invaded Judea.
In vain Rehoboam fortified his cities on the side of Judea
nearest Egypt; city after city opened its gates. He entered
Jerusalem, and carried av ray the treasures of the temple, and
plundered the palace of the king. On the south wall Shishak is
represented of great stature, and the Jews are led by ropes,
with their arms tied behind their backs. The hair of the head
of thirty-eight of these captives is twisted into one cord, which
the king holds in his left hand, and with the right swings a
massive battle-axe to sever their heads from their bodies. On
the wall here is the figure of a royal captive, bencath which
is written in hieroglyphs the words “ Yuteh-Malk” (King
of Judah, or, King of the Jews). On this heathen temple we
have an independent and important witness to the truth of
Seripture.  “In the fifth year of king Rehoboam, Shishak
king of igypt came up against Jerusalem, with twelve hun-
dred chariots and three-score thousand horsemen. So Shishak
king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the
treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the
king’s house.”® Thus, from a heathen temple in a foreign land,
tar from Judea, and by the voice of a strange language, de-
ciphered only during this century, God is bringing to light
evidence to verify the Bible, and to silence the scepticism of this
age, and prove that the word of the Lord endureth forever.

* 2 Chron, xii. 2, 3, 9.
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This magnificent temple, which was twelve hundred feet
Jong and three hundred and forty broad, was enclosed by walls
which have perished. Its halls are at diffevent elevations,and
the base of the rows of columns is gradually elevated, thus
increasing the apparent dimensions of the temple; and as one
looks along the vast avenues of columns they seem intermin-
able. The columns have different capitals. Some halls are
covered, others open to the sky, some are i.i line with the axi:
of the main hall, others at right angles. This all arises from
the strong dislike of the ancient Egyptians to perfect symmetry.
To the north and east were other temples, whose grand ruins
are yet to be seen. The poor village of Luxor, to the south,
occupies the sites of famous temples and palaces, where yet
obelisks, granite statues and colossal columns ave standing to
attest the ancient grandeur of the city of Thebes. These were
all connected with avenues of sphinxes and monster pylons
that stood at the entrance to these temples. After repeated
visits, the impression this colossal temple and the ruins that
cover the plains made on my mind was, that in the times of
its glory it must have been, in magnitude, in wealth and artis-
tic beauty superior to every temple on earth, in ancient and
modern times. For over sevén hundred years king after king
vied with each other in adding to this grand temple an offering
to his god, and also giving an enduring evidence to his own
fame and power. “The hall of columns at Karnak is the most
sublime and beautiful of all the edifices;” * and the whole

temple “is the highest effort of Egyptian avchitectural genius.

On the west side of the Nile is a rich plain extending for
miles from the river to the hills. This was once covered with
magnificent temples and colossi that once belonged to Thebes.
I crossed from Luxor in a boat to an island, formerly occupied,

# Rawlinson Hist. of Anc. Egypt, Vol. IL., p. 304,
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OSIRIS, THE JUDGE OF THE DEAD, 155

wdred feet HE 0w desolate ; beyond is an arm of the Nile, or an ancient canal,
1 by walls i that may have watered the plain. The heat was oppressive and
wions, and 2 the fine dust almost blinded and suffocated fhe., Riding north

ated, thus b for some distance I reached the temple of Medinet-Abou and
ind as one then Deir-el-Bahiri and Deir-el-Medinet close to the Libyan

intermin- i hills. On Deir-Bahiri is represented, in perfect preservation,
halls are B e expedition sent by Queen Hatasu to the land of Punt on the
h the axis & Red Sea. Five ships are sent, each manned by thirty rowers
rises from f and ten of a crew. On their return from this Holy Land they
symmetry, : hring incense-trees, gold, silver, dogs, leopard skins, and slaves.
-and ruins . Deir el-Medinet contains on its interior walls, on the south
the south, L ide, a judgment scene. Osiris is waiting on his throne the
where yet ¢ coming of the souls into Ameuti. A balance stands before
anding to I im in one scale of which Horus places an ostrich-feather,
'hese were W the symbol of justice, and in the other a human heart. Thoth,

ser pylons the dog-headed god, sits on the top of the scales to see justice
r repeated done to the person who is tried. On the wall above are forty-

ruins that B two assistants in two rows who help Osiris in the adminis-
e times of W tration of justice to the dead. The theology of the early

and artis- E Egyptians here expressed is worthy of notice, and its agree-
icient and ment with some of the leading dogmas of the Christian

after king § Revelation. It contains these facts, that man is responsible
w offering W to the Almighty Judge, and justice will be administered.

> his own B There is a future life and a future judge. The heart is
s themost B employed to denote the seat of our moral nature. These are
the whole @ in harmony with the teaching of Seripture, for God shall

al genius. B render to every man according to his deeds. “We shall all

ending for stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”* “With righteous-
rered with b ness shall He judge the world.” Keep thy heart with all

to Thebes. W& diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.”t Whence did the
r occupied, B Egyptians receive those truths ?  Were they a divine revela-

1 Romans xiv, 10. + Psalms xeviii, 9, 4 Proverbs iv. 23.
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tion to them in any sense ? Or are they evidence that God
has given to all nations a knowledge of moral truth sufficient
to make them righteous and also responsible ?  The Septuagint
was translated into Greek probably half a century prior to the
origin of this judgment scene. May not the knowledge of the
Seriptures have been carried in that interval to southern
Egypt? Thus the wmain truths of Revelation were making
their influence felt in those early days in the faith and life of
the Egyptians.

At the base of the hills and near Deir el-Medinet is a shaft
cut far down into the mountain. Here the discovery of th
thirty-six royal mummies, now in the Boulak Museum, was
made by Mr. Brooks. They are perfectly preserved. Each body
is wrapped in innumerable folds of fine linen; he is laid then
in a thin wooden case, which was placed in another casket about
one and a-half inches thick. The outer surface of the coffin
is beautifully painted. Osiris is represented with the ankh,
the symbol of life, and the sceptre in his hand. The sun with
wings and the serpent also are all on the coffins. The poor
Egyptian who discovered these had opened the cases and
plundered the mummies of their royal ornaments of gold ; hut,
finding it impossible to get the bodies out of the country for
sale, he gave information to the authorities. The discovery
may prove of historical vaiue if the mummy of Menephthah,
the king at the date of the exodus, be among them ; for it will
settle the long-disputed question whether the king perished
with his soldiers in the sea. It is possible the king may have
been drowned in the sea and his body recovered and embalmed,
for on the following morning the bedies of the Egyptians were
driven by the waves on shore, and nothing would bLe so abhor-
rent to the Egyptians as to leave the dead unembalmed and
unburied. The absence of his name in Exodus as among the

drowned proves nothing, for the Isralites had no knowledge
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ROYAL TOMBS AT THEBES, 157

one way or the other. The kings were leaders of the army,
and this Pharaoh was so determined to bring back the Hebrews
that he would risk his life to gratify his anger. It is doubtful
however if he would imperil his life in the sea even to conquer
the Hebrews, and for these reasons it is probable enough he
may be among the royal dead now lying in their coffins in
Boulak. How strange to look on that black face of the king
of thirty-five centuries ago, who crushed the Hebrews until
their ery for help reached to heaven, and who learned finally
that Jehovah is omnipotent, and the kings of the earth must
obey Him.,

The kings had their tombs hewn out of the Libyan hills
and concealed from human gaze. The age of pyramid building
had passed and the warrior kings of Thebes contented them-
selves with inferior tombs. Their entrance was hid with the
utmost care, but they have been opened, some of them long
ago, and plundered. The tomb of Seti is three hundred and
twenty feet long, and descends gradually into the heart
of the mountain. The alabaster sarcophagus found in the
remotest chamber is now in London. The tomb is entered by
anumber of steps, then a gentle incline leads to the end of
the tomb. It seems not to have been finished, the draughts-
man has drawn some figures in red ochre, and they have been
corrected by another person who used black material, and thus
they are yet seen, as they were left ready for the sculptor.
Perhaps the death of the king caused the work suddenly to cease,
This and other royal tombs consist really of a number of cham-
bers, in some cases with small side rooms for members of the
royal house. Seti is represented making offerings to the gods,
andis finally introduced by Horus to Osiris. Even in death the
kings were superior to common people, for Osiris was supposed
to be honoured by the introduction. On other tombs ail kinds
of trades ave represented. Among other strange objects
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painted on the walls of the tomb of Rameses is a serpent with
three heads, wings, and human feet. The triple head may
denote the perfect wisdom of the king, and the wings his
speed to make his wisdom known, or to conquer his enemies,
The valleys are perforated by these royal houses of the dead.
While they fought to subdue foreign nations, they carefully
prepared these costly tonibs for their bodies, and each one
slept in his own house.

The Rameseum formerly called the Memnonium, built by
Rameses I, is only inferior to the temple of Karnak. The en-
trance pylons are massive, beyond which are three immense
pillared halls, succeeded by six small chambers in one of which
was the abode of the god. In the second hall were eight
square piers, thirty feet high, with colossal figures of Osiris.
In the first hall is a colossal statue of Rameses of dark bluish
granite, the arms and legs of which are mutilated ‘and the head
is broken by the Fellahin.  The original height was fifty-four
feet, and its estimated weight nine hundred tons. It is the
largest of the great statues in Egypt, and excites the admira-
tion of all travellers as an evidence of the skill of the sculptors
and the ability to move such a mass of stone from Syene, over
three thousand years ago.

To the south of the Ramsium are the noted colossi of Amen-
ophis ITI. They are figures of the king, and were originally
cut out of one block of sandstone, and nearly seventy feet
high. They are in a sitting posture with the hands resting on
the knees. The statues of his wife and son are on each side
but reach only to his knees. He is represented as in a state of
rest after his wars with the KEthiopians. It is probable they
stood in front of a temple, and through an avenue of colossal

figures the worshippers went to tue house of their god. The
northerly one is said to have uttered musical sounds at sunrise.
The fact is not denied, but modern writers differ as to the
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cause.  Some regard it as having been produced by the sun’s
rays on the stone, or by a change of temperature. But a boy
concealed now in the hollow of the statue and striking it with
a piece of iron will cause it to give forth such a sound, and if
the king wished special glory to his statue, or the priests to
the temple in the rear, they could easily have carried out such
adevice. The sculptor, boasting of these colossi, says: “I im-
mortalized the name of the king. I executed two portrait
statues of the king, astonishing for their breadth and height.
[ caused to be built eight ships, whereon the statues were car-
vied up the river; they will last as long as heaven.”* His pre-
diction will not be fulfilled ; they have been shaken by earth-
quakes, and are repaired, but are again falling into<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>