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LEXITH this number the Knvox CoL-
ond ye ONTHLY enters upon the sec-
.as'pas:r of its existence. That it
is “Sualled successfully through what
the histy the most critical stage in
p°SSesS:ry of a journal, shows that it
Vitalg; s considerable strength and
beeg Y. The criticisms upon it have
anq 'o" the whole, very favourable;
Come di?; reception which has wel-
Ruing as surpassed the most san-
Thay Xpectation of its promoters.
Pages Many faults have marked its
of ;_ and that it has come far short
freely a&de-al marked out for it, we
Past, 3 it ; but, encouraged by the
ity Publ'ls our purpose to continue
Sessig 1Catlc_)n during the present

»and it will be our constant

aim to make it more worthy of the
confidence and support of its readers.

Emanating as it does from a purely
Theological College, it will naturally
give special prominence to the con-
sideration of matters connected with
such an institution. The history of
men who, by their scholarly attain-
ments and self-denying exertions,
have left a permanent impress upon
the history of our Church and espe-
cially of our Colleges ; the more ade-
quate equipment of our Theological
Seminaries, by which they shall be
enabled to overtake more efficiently
the work demanded of them in the
training of candidates for the ministry
the devising of means whereby a
much larger number of the young men
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of our country shall be persuaded to
devote their lives to the preaching of
the Word ; the discussion of literary
and scientific, as well as of purely
theological subjects—these and kin-
dred topics should afford sufficient
material and abundant scope, not
only for interesting and instructive
reading, but also for the promotion of
original thought and the cultivation
of literary taste among our students.

A lively interest in Mission work
has always characterized the students
of Knox College. The Missionary
Society is almost as old as the Col-
lege, and has done much to send the
Gospel into destitute regions. OQur
graduates are doing valiant service
for the Master, not only in the dis-
tant fields of Canada, but also in the
more remote countries of the earth.
Recognizing the 7effex action of Mis-
sion work on the life of the Church,
THE MonTHLY will endeavour to
foster a healthy missionary sentiment
by gathering from every available
source records of missionary effort
and success, and by the publication
of carefully prepared papers on this
important subject.

The review of books sent to us for
criticism will be careful, thorough,
and impartial.  Inthis way we trust
our work will be of some real benefit
in discriminating between the micri-
turious and the worthless.  Canadian
publications will receive special at-
tention and encouragement when
deserving.

A very subordinate place will be
given to Church Nctes, College Netes,
Personals, ctc. We hope, neverthe-
less, to give whatever is of real im-
portance under these heads in a con-
cise and entertaining form.

These are some of our intentions,
and we hope by the assistance of
graduates and students to carry these
into cffect, and make ThHE Kxox Cow-
LEGE MONTHLY iIn cvery respect
worthy of the College whose name it

bears and the Society under whose
auspices it is published.

A spECIAL attraction offered by THE
MonTHLY this year will be a series of
pen-portraits of men who took an
active part in laying the foundation
of Theological Education in this
country, and who were at one time
either actually engaged in imparting
such instruction or icfluential in main-
taining it. The writers of these por-
traits are men who were intimately
acquainted with the subjects of their
sketches, and are eminently qualified
in every way to do them justice and
make them attractive and profitable.

Tuis issue of THE MONTHLY con-
tains a verbatim report of the Address
delivered by Dr. MacLaren, Professor
of Systematic Theology, at the open-
ing of the present session of Knox
College. The subject chosen was
¢ Calvinism in its Relation to Other
Theistic Systems,” and the Doctor’s
treatmen® of it has been fitly charac-
terized as “the solid production of a
solid man.” At the present day, when
many think that Calvinism is becom-
ing modified to suit the times, or that
it is rapidly decaying, the lecture
is very opportune, showing clearly
that, as far as Knox College is con-
cerned, it has not drifted from its old
moorings and is in no danger of a
speedy decease. The lecture has been
reviewed at sonie Jength: by the friends
of another svstem of Theology, with-
wut, however, making any appreciable
offect on the posidens taken by the
Professor. It scems to us that if
these critics would carehilly review
their decirine of the will it would pre-
vent them: from falling into many
inconsistencics which spring  cither
directly or indirectly from it.

WE avil oursclves of this oppor-
tunity to congratulate Professor Mac-
Laren in having the honorary degree
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of Doctor of Divinity conferred upon
him by the Senate of Queen’s {Uni-
versity, Kingston, at its lzst Convoca-
tion. We wish the Doctor many years
to wear his well-merited honour. We
take the following from the Queen’s
Colleze Fournal: Professor Mac-
Laren was presented to the Chancel-
lor by Principal Grant in the follow-
ing terms—Mr. Chancellor, I have
the honour to present to you the
Rev. Wiiliam MacLaren, Professor
of Theology in Knox College, To-
ronto, and to ask you to confer upon
him the honorary degree of Doctor
of Divinity. In this case the Senate
desires 1o honour, as far as it lies in
their power, not only Dr. MacLaren,
but also Knox College, for it is well
known that its students, past and
present, unanimously declare him a
worthy representative of that sister
establishment of the Church in On-
tario. Dr. MacLaren’s ministerial
career, from his ordination, was
marked by pre-eminent success as a
pastor, preacher and teacher, or Doc-
tor. The evidences of his faithful
activity and large powers of organiza-
tion are to found to this day in the
congregations to which he ministered.
On account of his abilities as a
teacher and his acquirements in the
special  department  of Systematic
Theoiogy, he was appointed Pro-
fessor in his Adlma Jlater, Xnox Col-
lege, and the expectations formed of
him have been amply fulfilled. In-
deed, during the last ten years he
has discharged all the functions of a
true Doctor of Divinity. His pub-
lished treatises upon important
themes prove him to be possessed of
a logical and vigorous mind, and

ripe and accurate scholarship, while

his devoticn to the cause of Foreign !
only natural that he be expected to

Missions shows how deeply his heart
is interested in the grandest of Chris-
tian enterprises.  The Senate believe
that the conferring of this degree will

|
|

and members of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, and trusts that it
shall be considered to symbolize in
some measure those sentiments of
friendship and esteem which are
cherished by the Senates of institu-
tions which have so much in com-
mon,

THROUGH the courtesy of Professor
Newman, of McMaster Hall, a copy
of his pamphlet on ZLiberty of Con-
science, a Fundamental Bapiist Prin-
¢iple, has been placed in the hands of
the theological students of Knox
College.

This pamphlet is a contribution to
a discussion arising out of the follow-
ing seatence published in the July
number of the Preshyterian Review :
“If the Baptists or Quakers, or any
otherof the sects,had come into power,
they would have been no less intole-
rant and persecuting than the others.”
The object of the pamphlet is to
show that it is impossible for Baptists
to be intolerant and persecuting, since
“freedom of conscience has been
from the beginning, not simply a con-
stant characteristic of the Baptists, but
a fundamental prinziple, without which
the identity of the body could not be
maintained.”

The claim is urged, with great con-
fidence, that Baptists from the first
have been the only consistent adve-
cates and exemplars of the doctrine
of libertv of conscicnce.

While hanking the Professor for
his gift, 1. may be considered very
discourteous, nay presumptuous, on
our part to say anything in the shape
of criticism, yet we cannot refrain
from expressing our disappointment
upen its perusal. When a writer makes
an exclusive claim to anything, it is

make good that claim by rcascnable
and sufficient evidence.  We have not
tne slightest objection to Professor

commend itself to all the ministers | Newman claiming for our Baptist
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brethren the exclusive possession of
liberty of conscience, provided he
establishes their right to it, for we
firmly believe that every man, and
every body of men, should have what
belongs to them. That the learned
Professor, however, has not made
good his claim is the decision at which
we have arrived after careful delibera-
tion, unless strong and reiterated state-
ments can by some process unknown
to us be substituted for argument.

The writer should have shown how
the principle of liberty of conscience
Is necessarily and exclusively involved
in Fapiist tenets ; and then he might
have confirmed this position by an
exhibition of its actual working in
history. That he has not established
the former will be patent to every
thoughtful reacer, and that he could
not establish the latter must be evi-
dent to all who are acquainted with
the intolerance of close communion
Baptists who would unchurch every
one who has not been immersed.
Indeed, we think that nothing could
have destroyed more decisively the
exclusive claim of our Baptist breth-
ren to the principle of tolerance than
the pamphlet which Professor New-
man has seen fit to publish.

WHEN Bystander speaks wc may
be sure he says something worth lis-
tening to, whether his theme be
politics, science, or religion. In the
QOctober number, which we are sorry
to know is his last, he discusses,
among many other things, The Edu-
cation of Ministers, and The Sunday
Question, on both of which subjects
he says much that is admirable, com-
bined, however, with not 2 little that
possesses the opposite character.

His article on the Education of
Ministers is a review of two papers on
the subject ; one by President Eliot,
of Harvard, the other by Professor
Potter, of Princeton.

The statements of President Eliot,

with which JBystander sympathizes,
contain ideas which to us seem very
strange. He desires that *“all future
ministers, instead of being instructed
in Apologetics, shall be trained on the
principle of free inquiry and shall
always continue free inquirers.” We
know not how ministers are trained
in Harvard, but this we do know,
that in this country while studying
Apologetics students are allowed the
utmost liberty in pursuing their re-
searches in every direction, and in
bringing to bear upon their examina-
tion of the Scriptures knowledge
gathered from all available sources;
and, consequently, find no occasion
to place Apologetics and free inquiry
in antagomism to each other.

Again, he speaks of the training of
ministers being cut short on admission
to the ministry, instead of being car-
ried on as it should be through life.
It may be quite true thatin too many
cases the training of ministers is cut
short on their admission to the min-
istry, but the cause is not from with-
out. One of the 1easons why Knox
College sought the privilege of con-
ferring degrees in divinity was to pro-
mote a higher standard of theological
learning by encouraging its graduates
to pursue their studies after leaving
its halls. And if one thing more than
another is pressed upon the attention
of every young minister at his ordina-
tion, it is that he shall continue his
studies with the greatest possible
diligence through life.

We are sure that the clerical pro-
fession will appreciate the following :
“ As things now are, no profession is
under such terrible temptations to
intellectual dishonesty as the clerical,

while the public standard of candouris

higher than it ever was before.” Sucha
statement as this is evidently based on
the misconception that the ordination
vow necessarily prevents free inquiry:
Before the date of ordination arrives
howevcr, all candidates for the min-
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dstry have plenty of time and abun-
dance of opportunity to search deeply
and examine closely the doctrines
which they are expected to teach.
If one man, after diligent inquiry,
cannot conscientiously teach the pecu-
liar doctrines of some particular
denomination, he can very easily find
another broad enough and liberal
enough to receive with open arms
men who hold the most inconsistent
theories ; but, if another man after
such inquiry is prepared to accept
and teach the doctrines demanded
who can say that he is not candid ?
Professor Potter is right when he
indignantly repudiates the charge of
want of candour, and refers to the
noble army of men who have been
ready in all ages of the world to suffer
the most cruel persecutions and even

death itself rather than compromise !

the principles of their religion. At
the present day the ranks of the min-
istry are full of men who have given
up everything that the world regards
as valuable in order to teach what
they believe .0 be the mind and will
of their Master. What better evi-
dence can they give of their sincerity ?

Further, Protestant ministers have
not only been free inquirers them-
selves, but they have always encour-
aged their hearers to search the
Scriptures.  Not unfrequently we find
them commending the Bereans as
Lbeing more noble than the Thessa-
lonians, because they received
Word with all readiness of mind and
scarched the Seriplures dadly to find out
for themselves the truth of the things
spoken.

It is true that when 2 man adopis
theories at variance with the stand-
ards of the church to which he be-
longs, he is asked 10 resign the office
of minister of that church. There is,
however, mo coercion here. The
church does not force him to hold
certain dogmas. It merely demands
of him, so long as he wishes to bear

its name, a loyalty to its doctrines.
Surely nothing can be more reason-
able than this.

Speaking of the strong temptations
to intellectual dishonesty in the cleri-
cal profession, President Eliot adds,
with Bystandes’s approbation : * This
turns away from the gate of the pro-
fession the choicest minds, whose
place is ill-supplied by boys subsi-
dized at school and college out of the
funds of sectarian societies on con-
dition that they shall enter the min-
istry.”

In reply to this deliberate insult,
we would respectiully refer Bystander
and President Eliot to the class lists
of our Provincial University, which
may be taken as a fair standard,
where they will find that divinity
students have, to say the very least,
held their own in the intellectual
strife with the students of all other
professions.

Bystander’s utterances on the Sab-
bath Question are, on the whole,
rather more reasonable; yet he allows
himself to fall into the mistake, into
which many good men have fallen,
of regarding the Sabbath as belong-
ing exclusively to the Mosaic ritual,
and consequently terminating when
that system came to an end. J5j%-
stander can thus find no scriptural
warrant for its observance. He would
no., however, abolish it; on the con-
trary he regards its continuance a
matter of expediency anc intimately
connected with the welfare of man.
With his utilitarian argument we are
thoroughly in sympathy, but we would
not stop there. We firmly maintain
that the Sabbath did not belong ex-
clusively to the Mosaic ceremony ;
that it had its origin lorg before the
time of Moses, that it was instituted
in Eden, and that there is evidence
that it was observed during the long
period between Adam and Moses.
The cirrumstances under which it
was insticuted furnish very good evi-
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dence that it was intended to be per-
petual. Moreover, why should the
sixth and seventh and eighth com-
mandments be considered as still in
force if the fourth be abolished?
The same Power that auihorized
those, authorized this one. The
same code which contains those,
contains this one. Does not the
some obligation, then, which binds
us to observe those bind us to ob-
serve this one also ? In addition to
this, we maintain that the Sabbath
law has never been repealed. A law
that was solemnly given in Eden,
reaffirmed at Sinai, and observed and
enforced by the holy prophets, must
necessarily be binding still if there be

no evidence of its repeal.  Christ and
His disciples took particular care to
teach that many of the ceremonial
laws, such as those relating to cir-
cumcision, sacrifice, etc., had come
to an end, but they are silent regard-
ing the Sabbath. Is it reasonable to
suppose that such would be the case
if the Sabbath were regarded by them
as a temporary institution ?

The change in the time of obser-
vance, which is often urged as an ob-
jection against the Sabbath, does not
affect the question in the least, since
there is nothing in the first appoint-
ment of the day binding its obser-
vance to any particular set of twensy-
four hours.

Conteibuted and Selected Swticles.

THE REV. WILLIAM RINTOQUL, A.M.

MoRE than halfa century has passed
since the formation of the Synod ot
the Presbyterion Church in Canada

in connection with the Church of

Scotland. The organization of that
body, which took place in Kingston
on the Sth of June, 1831, was an im-
portant event in the history of Pres-
byterianism, and did much to draw
together and consolidate ministers and
congregations previouslyseparatedand
isolated. It had the effect, too, of stir-
ring up the Church of Scotland and,
it may be, indirectly other «.hurches,
to give more attention to the new pro-
vincas across the Atlantic, and to
send out more ministers and mission-
aries to cultivate the wide though
sparsely settled field. In looking at
the list of ministers who formed the
first Synod in 1833, I find that not
one of them is now living. The
ministers still living whose names go

farthest back on the roll ot the Synod
are: the Rev. Duncan McMillan, of
Komoka, who has now retired from
the active duties of the ministry, and
the Rev. Thomas Alexander, who is.
still actively engaged in pastoral work
at Mount Pleasant and Burford in
the Presbytery of Paris. On the roll
of 1834 there appears the name of
W. T. Leach, now Archdeacon Leach,
LL.D., of Montreal, Vice-Principal of
McGill College.

The Rev.Wm. Rintoul,of whom itis
intended to give a brief sketch, was
present at the first meeting of the
Synod, having been appointed by the
Glasgow Colonial Society to be the
first pastor of “ St. Andrew’s Church,
York,” now Toronto, in July, 1830.
He had previously been the minister
of a Presbyterian Church at Mary-
port, in the north of England. But
his heart was set on missionary work,.

e




ey

Knox College Monthly. 7

and while at Maryport he published
an able plea for * The Claims of the
Colonies on the Churches at Home.”
He was thus quite ready to accept an
appointment to a colonial charge. He
entered with zeal on the duties of his
charge in Toronto, and commended
himself to good people in all denom-
inations by his conscientious dis-
charge of duty, his faithful and prac-
tical preaching, his uniformly con-
sistent Christian walk, and his large-
hearted and catholic liberality. Inthe
course of three years circumstances
occurred which led to his retirement
from the charge of the congregation
of St. Andrew’s Church, but these did
not reflect in the very least on Mr.
Rintoul, but rather raised him in the
estimation of Christian people. For
some time he was mostly engaged in
missionary work, visiting distant sta-
tions and settlements, dispensing
ordinances, and organizing congrega-
tions. In consequence of the state of
the roads, and the want of public con-
veyances, missionary work was very
different then from whet it is now.
But laborious as it was, and attended
with many inconveniences, Mr. Rin-
toul took great pleasure in exploring
and pioneering. After some time
he was settled at Streetsville, where
he continwed for about twelve or
thirteen years, when he removed to
Toronto to take part in the work of
instruction in Knox College. At
Streetsville, as at York, he was a la-
bourer that needed not to be ashamed,
preaching the gospel of the grace
of God with all plainness and fidelity,
teaching publicly and from house to
house, comforting the bereaved and
afflicted, and faithfully, yet gently,
striving to bring in those who were
out of the way.

From the time of his arrival in Can-
ada Mr. Rintou! saw the importance
and necessity of an institution for the
education of candidates for the win-
istry. He took a deep interest in the

establishment of Queen’s College, and
after the separation of 1884, united
with others in the establishment of
Knox College. For some years he
was Professor of Hebrew and Biblical
Literatme in the College. He did
his work with great zeal and ability,
and ever sought not only to instruct
the students in the literature of their
profession, but to lead them ontoa
higher Christian life. At first he
attended to his duties while still re-
taining his charge at Streetsville, but
finding that he could not efficiently
act as a pastor while engaged in col-
lege work, he, to the great regret of
his warmly attached congregation, re-
signed his charge and removed to
Toronto. About the year 1849, ar-
rangements having been made for the
teaching of Hebrew in connection
with University College, it was no
longer necessary to retain a chair for
that department in Knox College.
Mr. Rintoul accordingly, ever ready
to serve the Church, whatever the
sacrifice might be to himself, resigned
his position in the College, and in the
course of 2 few months was called to
be pastor of St. Gabriel Street Church,
Montreal. His personal qualities and
his ministerial faithfulness soon en-
deared him to the congregation, which
was gradually increasing and becom-
ing consolidated under his ministry.
Brighter days seemed to be dawning
on a congregation which had experi-
enced various discouragements and
trials, and many in the congregation,
and not a few outside, were looking
for blessed results from the faithful
and affecticnate ministry of Mr. Rin-
toul. But that ministry was not of
long continuance. On Monday, 1st
September, 1851, he sct out on a
missionary tour to Metis, about two
hundred miles below Quebec, for
wherever he was he never lost his
interest in missionary work, Good
work was being done there by a de-
voted student, Mr. Kedey, and Mr.
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Rintoul wished to see and help on the
work. He reached Trois Pistoles,
where he was seized with dysentery,
accompanied with choleraicsymptoms.
One of his sons, with Dr. Philip Mac-
Lagan, of Her Majesty’s zoth Regi-
ment, who was an elder of the
congregation of St. Gabriel Street
Church, set out to attend him;
but there was norailway in those days,
travelling v.as slow, and, when they
reached him, the hand of death was
upon him; and neither the affection of
a son nor the skill of a beloved phy-
sician could relax the cold grasp of
that hand. On Saturday, 13th Sep-
tember, 1851, he quietly passed away,
his last audible words being a prayer
for his bereaved family. His remains
were laid in the graveyard which sur-
rounds the little English Church at
Rivitre du Loup, where a stone, erect-
ed by his congregation, marks the spot,
and a suitable inscription records his
Christian worth, and the sorrow of the
bereaved congregation.

Mr. Rintoul, who was a native of
Clackmannanshire, Scotland, was edu-
cated at the University of Edinburgh,
of which he was a graduate. He was
noted as a diligent and successful
student, and was highly thought of by
the Professors underwhom he studied,
and by some of the leading evangeli-
«<al ministers of Edinburgh with whom
he was acquainted. He kept up to
the last the habits of a student, and
was well acquainted with the theolo-
gical and general literature of the day.
fle was a2 man of sound judgment,
enlarged views,strong convictions,and
deep conscientiousness. He was,
above all, a2 man of prayer; no one
could be long sn his house, or in his
company anywhere, without being
struck with this. While he was in
many Tespects a superior man, he was
peculiarly modest, unassuming, and
gentle. A stranger casually meeting
him might perhaps be disposed at
first sight to set him down as some-

what cold and reserved, but, on a
more intimate acquaintance with him,
such a judgment would be reversed.
1t would indeed have been difficult to
find a more truly kind-hearted, loving
and lovable man than William Rin-
toul. To stucents particularly he was
attentive and kind, ever manifesting
a warm interest in them and in their
work. His pen was often used in ad-
vocating the cause of missions, and
seeking to promote the general objects
of the Church. He was a frequent
contributor tothe Christian Examiner,
2 magazine carried on for some years
in the interest of the Presbyterian
Church, and sustained mainly by the
ministers. He was the first Editor
of the ZEclesiastical and Missionary
Record of the Church.  While he lived
he often contributed to its pages, and
for several months before his death
he hadbeen contributing “Short Com-
ments on the Psalms of David.” For
this his knowledge of Hebrew and of
Biblical literature peculiarly fitted
him. For several years he was Clerk
of the Synod, then the Supreme Court
of the Church, and performed the
duties of that office with great care
and accuracy. He was ever ready to
co-operate with Christians of other
Churches in all good works. While
he resided in Toronto he was mainly
instrumental in organising the Bible
and Tract Societies, in the prosperity
and advancement of which institu-
tions he never ceased to feel a deep
interest. During his brief residence
in Montreal he rendered valuable ser-
vice to the French Canadian Society.

His labowrs were, in the all-wise
providence of God, cut short, but they
were not in vain. In all the fields
where he laboured—in Toronto, in
Streetsville, in Montreal, and in other
places where he had the opportunity
of declaring the gospel of his Lord
and Mastcs—theremay be traced fruits
of his faithful ministrations. Not a few
still live who remember him and the
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words which he uttered, while many
have passed away to whom his minis-
try was blessed, and who shall be to
him a crown of rejoicing at the Great
Day. A generation has almost passed
since Mr. Rintoul was taken from
the church on earth ; but his memory
is still fragrant, his name is remem-

bered by not a few with affection and
gratitude, and is worthy of being
handed down to succeeding genera-
tions.

Mr. Rintoul left a widow, a daugh-
ter, and several sons. His widow and
daughter, with one son, still survive,
and are residents of Montreal.

CALVINISM IN ITS RELATIONS TO OTHER THEISTIC
SYSTEMS.

BY PROF. MACLAREN, D.D.

THE Presbyterian Church has ever
been distinguished for its loyal attach-
ment to that system of doctrine which
is popularly known as Calvinism. And
those who are best acquainted with its
numerous branches throughout the
world will be most ready to admit
that wherever it has enjoyed an un-
trammelled Presbyterian government,
it has shown no sign of any general
departure from its ancient moorings.
Dr. Schaff, indeed, ascribes to Calvin-
ism in modera times a greater liber-
ality than characterized it in the
seventeenth century. But he cannot
be said to have established the exist-
ence of any variation which has theo-
logical import ; and the examples he
specifies can scarcely be said to rest
on historical data.

The impression which many cher-
ish that Calvinism has been modified
in modern times is probably due to
two things, viz.: (1) In seasons of re-
ligious controversy, like the seven-
teenth century, men naturally lay more
stress on the points which separate
them from their antagonists than on
those which they hold in common.
In peaceful times, like those in which
we live, other aspects of truth receive
proportionate regard, and no jfve
Zeints, however vital, are allowed to
engross the mental energies of the
Church; and (2) in happier periods

when the din of controversy has been
largely exchanged for the activities of
Christian work, the strong language
which seems appropriate in the heat
of debate is laid aside, and more tem-
perate words are chosen to express
the same convictions.

This is as true of Arminians as of
Calvinists. John Wesley, in the ve-
hemence of his zeal against Calvinism,
speaks in a style which is painfully
near to the blasphemous.  Richard
Watson uses milder language, but ke
has not modified the doctrine. Aund
no one who understands the theology
of Calvin will discover any substantial
modification of it in the pages of
Cunningham, Hodge, and Thornwell,
but he may find milder, and, at times,
more carefully chosen language. We
do not question that there have been
introduced, in certain quarters, what
may be regarded as real modifications
of Calvinism, but they are not pro-
perly modern in anything save their
phraseology. Ifto Grotins’ govem-
mental theory of the Atonement we
add the speculations of Cameron,
Amyrald, La Place, and Baxter, we
shall not find much untrodden
ground for those later divines who
have sought tomodify Calvinism while
retaining its essential features.

Objects seenbynightfrequently pre-
sent a distorted appearanceto the eye.
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And it need occasion no surprise if
Calvinism is often assailed with a bit-
“ernessin the inverse ratio of the in-
telligence of its opponents. Itissome-
times held up to scorn as an extinct
system on which all advanced think-
ers look back with a kind of lofty
pily, and, at other times, it is de-
nounced with a measure of savage in-
vective which seems sadly misplaced
in reference either to an extinct error,
or a system already 7 articulo mortis.
1t is perhaps not uncharitable to as-
sume that while these writers do not
understand the system they denounce
they have an instinctive conviction
that it is neither dead nor dying. Be
this as itmay, it is too deeply grounded
on the teachings of Scripture, and too
fully in harmony with human expeii-
ence, ever to disappear from the world
while earnest men study the Word of
God and weigh dispassionately the
stern lessons of fact. Calvinism

IS STILL A LIVING POWER

in the land. But while there are oth.r
types of doctrine which have their at-
tached adherents, it will always be in
ozder to clucidate the relation which
Calvinism sustains to them, and which
theysustain to Calvinism. Thisiswhat
we shall attempt in the present lecture.
What we design is not so much de-
fence as exposition. We desire to
bring out the cxtent of our agreement
and the measure of our disagreement
with those who adhere to other the-
istic systems—using the word theistic
in its ctymological sense as descriptive
of those systems which recognize a
personal God, the Creator and moral
Governor of the Universe, whether
accepting or rejecting 2 supernatural
Tevelation.

We shall leave out of view the vari-
ous phases of Sacramentarianism,
which can co-exist with many types of
doctrine.  Augustine, though reckon-
ed a saint by the Romish Church, was
in ancient times the most powerful
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exponentofthe doctrinal system which
since the Reformation has been asso-
ciated with the name of Calvin. Cal-
vinism is in the main just Augustinian-
ism, freed from the unheaichy leaven
of Sacramentarianism.  But while the
teachings of the great Latin Father
have never been repudiated by the
Romish Church, and the present
Pontiff has strongly rccommended to
the faithful, the writings of Thomas
Aquinas, one of Augustine’s disciples,
there can be no question that Sacra-
mentarianism takes more kindly to
semi-Pelagianism, which is now the
prevailing view both among Roman-
ists and Ritualists. Passing by Sac-
ramentarianism, as a kind of fungus
growth which may appear in con-
nection with various types of doc-
trine, we ask attention to the relations
which some of the leading theistic sys-
tems sustain to Calvinism.

When the question is asked, What
is Calvanism® the reply nsually given
is that it consists in certain views on
what are known as the Five Points.
The answer is in one respect correct,
and in another incorrect. If the
questioner desires to learn what dif
ferentiates Calvinists from those Chris-
tians who approach most closely to
their views, the answer is accurate;
but if he wishes to ascertain what
Calvinists actually believe the reply
is radically defective.  Ifin order to
distinguish Christianity from Deism,
the parallel question were put, What
is Christianity ? it might be practi-
cally sufficient to reply, a belief that
God the Creator has made a super-
natural revelation of Himself to man-
kind, of which we have a rcliable
record in the Bible. But were the
object te leam what Christians actu-
ally believe, everyone sees that it
would be nccessary to give a very
much fuller statement of the funda-
mental tenets which the Christian
community has Geduced from the
teachings of the Old and New Testa-
ments.
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Religion, as distinguished from the-
ology, involves the intercourse of a
personal God with man and the vol-
untary intercourse of man with God.
And this intercourse, which is implied
in all personal religion, postulates
freedom in God and freedom in man.
Freedom, self-consciousness, person-
ality, and moral character are, so far
as we know, inseparable, and there is
no intelligible basis for religion unless
we can predicate these both of God
and man.

The eternal necessary substance
which the Pantheist calls God has
neither freedom, personality, seif-con-
sciousness, nor moral character. It
evolves itself necessarily according
to certain fixed laws in 21l the phe-
nomenza of the universe, and man
himself and all the workings of his
nature are its necessary manifesta-
tions. Religion under such a con-
ception of the universe has no intel-
ligible basis. It istrue that where this
view is entertained religious feeling
may, to a certain extent, survive,
because even Pantheism cannot

OBLITERATE MAN'S RELIGIOUS
NATURE,

which it fails to explain, but it hasno
rational ground unless there is a per-
soral God towards whom it can go
forth. And it is not less cvident that
a real frcedom in man is cqually
essential as a basis for religion. If
man comes under the same law of
necessity which governs the material
universe, he is as litde fitted to be the
subject of religion as the tangible
framework of nature.

There is, indced, a very intimate
connection between the divine and
the human frecedom which religion
postulates. Aan was made in the
image of God, and man’s frecdom,
with the limitations which attach to
us as finite and as fallen beings re-
moved, is perhaps the most accurate
Iepresentation we can form to our-

1X

selves of the divine freedom or sover-
eignty, which are only two names
for the same thing. In neither case,
however, does freedom mean arbi-
trary decision. Both in God and in
man volition is linked with intelli-
gence, and is dire~ted towardsan end
viewed in itself as desirable.

Froude assumes that because Cal-
vinists, in controversy, emphasize
God’s sovereignty that they reject
human freedom. ‘This is not only
incorrect as a matter of fact, but it
would be casy to show that it is
logically fatal to their system. What
they do reject is the Arminian or
Pelegian definition of freedom, and
not the fact of man's free agency.
None hold more firmly the two grand
postulates of religion, and give to
them a more ~onsistent expression in
their creed and in their religious life.

We cordially recognize the neces-
sity of the divine illumination of the
soul in order that religious truth may
Teach its highest end, bui, at the
same time, we believe that any reli-
gious system is likely to be a perma-
nent spiritual force for good in the
world very much in proportion to the
extent in which it holds forth positive
religious truth.  Negations cannot
feed the soul.  Non-belief cannot sus-
tain spiritual life.

Onc of the most important tests
which can be applied to the various
theistic systems in rclation to Cal-
vinism is suggested Dby this fact.
Viewed from this standpointit will be
found that they differ from it not in
their afiirmations, bit in their nega-
tions. Calvinism cmbraces all the
positive elewents they contain and
much more.  If you examine, in
succession, Deism, Socinianism or
Unitarianism, Arianism, Pelagianism,
Amminianisy, and Calvinism, you will
discover that you have beoen fellow-
ing an ascending scale at cach stage
of which the positive element grows
and the negations become less.
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. A review of these systems in rela-
tion to Calvinism will make this
apparent.

1. Deism. Deism asserts the exist-
ence of a personal God, the Creator
and moral Governor of the universe.
But in so doing it affims nothing
peculiar to itself. It enunciates a
truth which all Calvinists and all Chris-
tians hold. It asserts also that the
Creator has endowed His creatures
with certain properties or powers
which exert a true efficicncy of their
own, apd that He has impressed upon
the universe certain laws for its gov-
ernment, but in this there is nothing
peculiar to Deists. What they assert
1s the common creed of Christendom.
It is by their negations that they are
differentiated from Christians. It is
whea they deny that God has at any
time interposed to make a super-
natural revelation of Himself to man-
kind, or that He has ever, since the
beginning, put forth His power, save
through natural law, to work out His
purposes, that they separate them-
selves from other Theists. We are
quite willing to accept all they have to
say of the perfection of God’s works,
and of the laws of nature. We readily
admit that God’s works nced no
amendment, but when they assume
that God, having created the system
so perfectly, has left it to run on it-
self and work out all His purposes
without any further interposition of
His power, we demur.  We admit

THAT THE LAWS OF NATURE

are perfect for the ends they were
ntended to serve, and that they are
neither violated nor superseded, bui
upless it can be shown that God has
commiticd the outworking of cvery
portion of His purpose to natural law,
and that He kas reserved no clement
in it for the direct forth-putting of His
power, we must reject the Deistical
negation which assigns to the Most
High the position of a mere spectator
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in His own universe, and we must
cordially accept every manifestation
of supernatural power for which there
is sufficient evidence.

2. Socinianism or Unitarianism is
a stage in advance, and embraces a
number of positive elements which
are not found in Deism. It is not
very easy to specify the positive ele-
ments which all who rank themselves
as Unitarians will acknowiedge as
entering into their creed. For the
diversity of sentiment which obtains
among them is so great that it is only
by very close personal converse that
we can approximately gather how far
each member is prepared to advance
in the path of negation or of affirma-
tion. But striking a kind of average
the Unitarian creed may be said
usually to embrace the following
positive elements, viz.: The reality
of a supernatural revelation of which
there is a recod, upon the whole
trustworthy, in the Bible ; the preva-
lence and evil ofsin ; the unity of the
Godhead; the true humanity of Christ,
and the moral influence exerted in
favour of virtue by the life, death,
and resurrection o. Chrst.  Most
Unitanans, in addition to the affirma-
tions of the Deist, maintain these
points, but in so doing they assert
nothing which does not enter into the
creed of all Calvinists, and, indeed,
into the creed of Christendom.  Itis
not what Unitarians believe, but what
the deny which separates them from
orthodox Christians. It is not their
acceptance of the Scriptures as 2
reliable record of supernatural revela-
tion which distinguishes them from
ordinary Christians, but the denial of
their inspiration. It is not the asser-
tion of the unity of Gog, but the denial
of the Trinity; it is not the atfirma-
tion of Christ's humanity, but the
rejection of His deity ; it is not the
acknowledgment that the life and
death of Christ exerta moral influeace
infavour of virtue, but the denial that
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He offered a true, vicarious sacrifice
for the sins of men, which is the ob-
jective ground of the remission of
sins. It is not the acknowledgment
of the evil of sin, but the denial of the
total innate depravity of the human
race which differentiates them from
orthodox believers. It is their nega-
tions which place an impassable gulf
between them and those who worship
Trinity in unity, and trust in the
mediation and sacrifice of the God-
man for deliverance from the ruin sin
hath wrought. Their positive creed is
z mere segment of divine truth, and
their negations cover the remaining
portion of the circle.

Unitarians, indeed, claim tha* the
doctrine of the Trinity contradicts the
upity of the God-head. But to affirm
that God is one in substance, and
three in personality, cannot be con-
strued into a contradiction. The
affimations are distinct, and each
rests on its own evidence ; butno one
can pretend that in making them we
say and unsay the same thing.

It is true that among men for each
person there is a distinct substance ;
but for aught we know this may arise
from the limitations which belnng to
2 finite and created nature. Aand to
affirm that it must be with God as it
is with man not only bases assertion
upon ignorance rather than know-
ledge, but it makes the creature the
measure of the Creator.

Indeed we might go farther, and
assert that the doctrine of the Trinity
is essential to the intelligent accopt-
ance

OF T#EE PERSONALITY OF GOD

which Unitarians maintain. Nearly
all philosophers hold that sclf-con-
sciousness. which is inseparable froy
jersomality, implies a knowledge of
s.mething distinct frera self.  Dr.
Bain says, “ The beginning of know-
ledge or ideas is the discrimination of
one thing from another.” The con-

sciousness or knowledge of self in-
volves a knowledge of that which is
distinct from self. The ego implies a
non-ego, or, in other words, I cannot
use the personal pronoun I, without
distinguishing myself mentally from
something which is not myself. If
this is a correct view of what is in-
volved in self-consciousness, it is mani-
fest that prior to creation a uniper-
sonal God is inconceivable. For
there is no possibility of self-con-
sciousness when there is nothing from
which this self-existent being can dis-
tinguish himself. Wemust either ad-
mit the eternity of the universe, or a
plurality of persons in the Godhead,
if we desire to hold the divine per-
sonality intelligently. Itisnota little
significant to find 2 Unitarian writer
so a2ble as Dr. James Martineau recog-
nizing this alternative, and distincily
admitting the eternity of matter, in
order to conserve the personality of
God. “There1s,” he writes, “only
one resouice left for completing the
necdful objectivity for God, namely,
to admit the coeval existence of mat-
ter as the condition or medium of the
divine agency and manifestation.”
But while the eternity of matter ren-
ders the self-consciousness of a2 uni-
personal God conceivable, it secures
for him no high and worthy fellow-
ship such 25 a personal nature de-
mands. Butif there are three per-
sons in the Godhead, then before any
otiier being existed there was in the
very constitution of the Godhead pro-
viston for sclf-conscivusness. Ifthere
is an ], a thou, and a hc in the Deity,
then cach person could from eternity
distinguish himsclf from the other
divioe persons, and {ind full scope for
the interchange of thought, feeling,and
aftection. When we go back, like the
author of Genesis, to the origin of all
things, and sce God back of that,
dwelling alone in the unapproachable
mystery and majesty of His self-
cxistent being, we can understand
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that neither self-consciousness nor
volition are foreign to His nature,
and can believe th.t ¢in the begin-
ning God created the heavens and
the earth.”

3. Arianism, though in some re-
spects a higher type of doctrine than
Socinianism or Unitarianism, presents
no positive elements which are not
found in Calvinism and other forms
of evangelical Christianity. It recog-
nizes the union of two natures in

the person of Christ, it admits the i

pre-existence of the Logos who be-
came incarnate in the person of Jesus
Christ. But ia this there is nothing
distinctive of Arianism. It is when
Arians deny the etemnity of the
Logos, and reject His proper deity,
while assigning to Him the rank of
the first and highest of creatures, that
they separate themselves from ortho-
dox believers. Arians holding that
there is in Christ a superhuman,
though still a created nature, have in
modern times shown a tendency to
adopt a somewhat higher view of the
work of Christ than prevails among
ordinary Unitarians. Unitarians re-
gard the work of Christ as designed
1o produce a direct moral impression
upon sinners, fitted to lead them to
repent and to pursue a holy life; but
some, at least, of modem Arans re-
cognize that the work of Christ does,
in 2 certain vaguce scnse, terminate on
God. They regard Him as interpos-
ing with God for sinners.  The gen-
eral idea which they appear to entertain
is that this cxalted Being, taking a
deep interest in the welfare of sinacrs,
endured humiliation, suffering, and
death, nnt to atone for their sing, but
still on their account, and thus He
obtained for Himself such a position
and standing with God that Gnd is
willing, at His request, to forgive sin-
ners and restore them to favour. The
sinner is taken back into favour,

NOT BECAUSE DIVINE JUSTICE
has been satisficd by the atoning sac-

rifice of Christ, but very much as a
man who by his misconduct has lost
caste in society, while unable of him-
self to regain by repentance his lost
place, may be taken back through the
mterposition of a friend of distin-
guished character and virtues, for
whose sake his past bad conduct is
overlooked. It is almost self-evident
that therc is no positive element here
which is not involved in the Catholic
doctrine of the Atonement. This
view supplies no adequate reason why
Christ endured humiliation, suffering,
and death, but the ordinary doctrine
does, and a reason which enhances
the significance and value of His entire
work, and which explains why that
work was fitted to secure Him a posi-
tion and a standing with God, which
clothed His intercession and His
work with power, when presented for
sinners. Itis only its negations which
differentiate Ariamsm from Ortho-
doxy.

4. Pelagianism. — In examining
the theistic systems as they ascend
from the negative to the positive, the
next which comes under review is
Pelagianism.  Earlier in time it s
also in some respects higher in struc-
ture than Socinianism. It embraces

' all the postive clements in the Socin-

ian system, and recognizes, moreover,
the Trinity and cognate doctrines.
But while admitting tie truth of these
doctrines, it cannot be said to have
shown any special sense of their im-
portance, and in its practical teaching
it has generally iznored them. 1t s
indeed scarcely possible that anyone,
cherishing DPelagian views of man's
natural state and poswers, could feel
an urgent nead for such aid as is in-
volved in the direct interposition of
Gorl the Son and God the Holy Ghost
for man’s salvation. ** Modern Socin-
ians and Rationalists are the only con-
sistent Pelagians.™

The questions with which Pelagian-
ism deals specially are sin and grace,
but the views which a thoughiful man
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entertains on these central topics
must necessarily mould his beliefs on
many of the leading doctrines of the
Christian system—in fact upon all
which bear upon man’s natural state
and the method of his personal re-
storation to the image of God.

The positive elements of Scripture
teaching, as understood by Calvinists,
and substantially by all Evangelical
Christians, in reference to the two
quostions handled directly by Pela-
gianism, are (1) That all mankind by
the fall of Adam lost communion
with God, are involved in the penal
consequences of his first disobedience,
and have lost the image of God and
become dead in sins, so that they can-
qot, without the special aid of God’s

Spirit, repent, believe on Christ, or do !

works acceptable to God. Salvation,
therefore, cannot originate with wan.
(2) That it is by a special subjertive
work of the Holy Spirit, imparting
spiritual life to the soul, that men are
led to understand the truth revealed
in the Word, in its real import, and
are determined to yield a willing
obedience to all its requirements.
Each Christian, therefore, can say
with the apostle, “ By the grace of
God I am what I am.”

The distinctive teaching of Pela-
gianismis sharply antagonustic to these
views.
negations, viz.:—1. That man’s moral
character reccived no injury from the

It may be summed up in two !

fall, men having now the same ability
to do the will of God as had Adam’;
and, 2. That man needs, and recvives,

nn subjective aid from the Holy Spirit

- . 1
to cnable him to repent, believe on

Christ, and do the will of God.

The -

sccoad of these negations flows neces.

sarily from the first, for, 1f men need
00 help, God certainly will not inter-
pose to give it.  And both these ne-
gitions flow, not from any alleged
teaching of Scripture, which it can
scarcely be pretended harmonizes
with them, but from two philosophical

I5

axioms which Pelagians lay down
with as much confidence as if they
were revealed in the Word of God.
These are (1) that moral quality can
be predicated only of voliions and
their consequences, which are directly
under the control of the will. Conse-
quently, it is an absurdity to speak of

HEREDITARY SIN OR INNATE
DEPRAVITY.

No habits or dispositions can be either
good or bad morally, as volitions alone
have moral quality ; (2) that ability
limits responsibility. Every man must
have plenary ability to do what God
cnjoins. Moral inability is held to be
as destructive of obligativn as natural.
If a2 man hates God, so that he can-
not keep His commandments, he is
no more bound to do it than to open
the eyes of the blind. It follows that
every man is able at any moment to
do whatever God commands without
any special divine help. He needs
no Holy Spirit to aid him, or to work in
him either towill orto do. He is asable
to obey as Adam in Eden. Grace, in
the ordinary sense of that term, is un-
necessary.

Pelagians indeed speak freely of
grace, but they do not mean by it
what is meant by Evangelical Chris-
tians.  God in His goodness has been
pleasad to make us free agents, ca-
pable of obeying His commands per-
fectly. e has given us the example
of hrist and a supernatural revela-
tion for our guidance, and He pardons
sins conunitted Dbefore  conversion.
The truth revealed and the dircum-
stances with which we are surrounded
exert an intluence in the right direc-
tion. This is grace, and ail the grace
of which the system adimts.  Man
needs no Holy Ghost aow to en-
lighten the cyes ol his understanding,
and he receives no such aid.

It goes almost without saying that
this system has no positive element
which is not embraced in Calvimism.
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Its negations alone distinguish it from
orthodox Christianity, It has the
merit, such as it is, of self-consistency.
But it is the self-consistency of a sys-
tem which undertakes to sclve the
problem of man’s destiny by leaving
out of view human depravity, the
most important element in the prob-
lem to be solved.

5. Arminianism is allied more
closzly to Calvinism than any of the
theistic systems we have reviewed.
Arminius, brought up among the Cal-
vinists of Holland, studied theology
in Geneva under Beza, and the sys-
tem which he afterwards developed
shows that be owed not a little to
his early training. The positive ele-
ments in his teaching are all found
in the theology of his youth. These,
however, he combined with negations,
drawn chiefly from Pelagian sources,
which have gone to make the system
what we now find it. It is a com-
posite system, in which Augustinian
and Pelagian tendencies appear al-
ternately in the ascendant.

It has been custoimary, since the
Synod of Dort, to speak of the mat-
ers in dispute between Arminians
and Calvinists as the Five Points, not
that the differences can be limited
strictly to these, but these are so im-
portant and far-reaching that other
variations may be said to flow from
them. This controversy turns apon
the views held in reference to the 1all,
efficacious grace, election, particular
redemption, and the perseverance of
the saints. And upon all these topics
where Arminianism differs from Cal-
vinism it is in the way of negation.

(1) In reference to the state of man
since the fall, Arminians avow, in
general terms, a doctrine which is
strictly Calvinistic. The Methodist
Episcopal Church, U.S,, has adopted
the following article, borrowed from
the articles of the Church of England,
which are certainly Calvinistic. It is
in these terms :—* The condition of
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man, after the fall of Adam, is such
that he cannot turn and prepare him-
self, by his own natural strength and
works, to faith and calling upon God :
wherefore we have nopower todo good
works, pleasant and acceptable to God,
without the grace of God by Christ
preventing us, that we may have a
good will, and working with us when
we have that good will.”

This Scriptural statement of the
effects of the fall upon the race seems
to shut up mankind to salvation by
grace. But Arminian philosophy soon
makes it apparent that ¢ things are not
what they seem.” Arminians teach
that such an inability as they assert

WAS SUPERINDUCED BY THE FALL

is inconsistent with man’s free agency
and moral accountability. It is not
enough that the soul of man as a
whole, including all its tendencies,
habits, judgments, and dispositions
should be endued with a power of
self-decision, for then, however frecly
the man might will, he might, if in-
fluenced by evil dispositions, invari-
ably will what is wrong. In order to
free agency it is held that the faculiy
of volition must have a power of self-
determination, “ irrespective of all the
judgments of the understanding and
the «%ections of the heart and the
entire state of the soul at the time.”
The will can have no bias to either
side. It must, in fact, be in 2 state
of equilibrium. And as this is con-
fessedly not the condition of mankind
when they are bom into the world,
Arminians hold that it would have
been harsh and unjust for God to have
treated them as responsible for their
conduct had He not by the introduc-
tion of a remedial system through
Jesus Christ secured to them suifi-
cient grace to restore them to the
piatform of free agency, where Adam
stood prior to the fall. What is called
grace is in fact a compensation for a
harcship or injustice inflicted on the
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descendants of Adam in connection
with the manner in which they were
introduced into the world, and as soon
as sufficient grace, or rather sufficient
compensation, has been bestowed
upon men, they are brought back to
that state of moral equilibrium essen-
tial to the freedom which Adam had
in Eden: and thus the Scriptural doc-
trine of the fall, acknowledgedin words,
is practically Dblotted out at the be-
hest of Pelagian philosophy. In refer-
ence, therefore, to the f2//, Armintans

differ from Calvinists in the direction *

of negation. Tor as soon as justice
has been done to men, the effects of
the fall are practically annulled to
them, and they stand where Adam
stood before sin entered our world.
(2) Arminians differ from Calvin-
ists “upon efficacious grace. They
agree in holding that fallea man can-
not repent, believe on Christ, and lead
a holy life apart from a subjective
work of the Holy Spirit in the soul.
Both maintain the necessity of grace,
and agree that it is efficacious also up
to a certain point. But there is an
mportant difierence.  The Calvinist
believes that the salvation of the in-
dividual sinner turns on the grace of
God victoriously constraining him to
yield himself to God, while the Ar-
minian holds that it turns on the self-
determination of human will.  The
Calvinist holds that God not only gives
men an opportunity of saving them-
salves, but “ by His almighty power
He determines them to that which is
rood, and effectually draws them to
Jesus Christ, yet so as they come most
freely, being made wilhing by His
zrace.”  Each lLicliever therefore can,
in the full meaning of the words, say,
“By the grace of God I am what I
am.”  We have scen that what the
Arminian calls grace is, in reality, ac
cording 1o his tlu.olowy, not grace. It
isin no sense due to the unmerited
favour of God. It is sirictly a com-
pensation for am injustice inflicted by
2
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God on mankind through Adam. And
the comnensation ceases when suffi-
cient has been accomplished to undo
the wrong, and bring men back o the
Adamic condition of free agency.
They are placed on the platform of
free agency, and left to make what use
they pkaSu of the privilege.  Were it
to incline them, cven in the faintest
dezree, to cmbrace the Gaspel, it
would destroy the equilibrium and
subvert their free agency.

It is true the work Arminianism
assigns to grace is quite superfluous.
Man never lost his freedom, which
is inseparable from his person-
ality, and therefore cannot require
10 have it restored. Had the sin of
Adam destroyed the free azency of
his posterity, they could have had no
moral nature and no sin, and would
have stood

AS LITTLE IN NEED OF SALVATION

as the lower animals. But while this
is evident, there is no doubt that what
Arminians attribute to grace is a sub-
jective work, ths same in its general
character, as far as it goes, as that
which the Calvinist believes is wrought
by God in the soul when He leads the
sinner cffectually to embrace Christ.
The Atminian maintains that this
work is carried far enough to restore
free agency to man, but he denies that
God can so touch the springs of
thought and feeling in that region of
human nature which lies back of con-
sciousness as to insure that the sinner
shall freely accept the great salvation.
It is this negation which specially
differentiates the Arminian from the
Calvinist in reference to grace.

(3) Arminians differ from Calvin-
ists in reference to God's cternal pur-
poses in general and ejection in par-
ticular, but on both they difter in the
direction of negation.  They admit
that God has an cternal purpose, but
they deny that it includes whatsocver
comes to pass. The decrees of God



18

in their most general aspect are God’s
eternal purpose to do what He does,
and to permit what He permits. The
real point on which this discussion
turns is, What does God do, and
what does He permit ?  No theist can
believe that it is wrong for God to in-
tend to do what He doesand to intend
to permit what He permits. Ar-
minians differ from Calvinists inregard
o the purpose of God respecling
human salvation, because they ascribe
more to man and less to God
in the work. While they admit that
God exercises a particular providence
which extends to all events, and
may therefore exert an influence fa-
vourable to the sinner’s salvation,
and that He gives sufficient grace
to all to restore to them free agency,
they deny that He does cffec-
wally determine any sinner to turn
to Christ.  They cannot, therefore,
imagine God’s purpose to include a
work which He does not do. The
Calvinist, on the other hand, believes
that God not only makes His uni-
versal providence subsidiary to the
salvation of individual men, but that
He exertsa gracious, victorious power
in the hearts of men by which they are
made willing to embrace Christ and
pursue a new life.  God’s purpose,
therefore, must include the bestowal
of this grace. Thisis the decree of
personal election.  Arminians admit
of an election of persons to special
services, and of nations and bodices of
men to cminent privileges and advan-
tages, and that God has a purpose to
save all who repent and belicve on
Christ, or, as athers put it, a purpose
to save all who He foresces will re-
pent and accept Christ.  In this there
is nothing which the Calvinist will not
accept as containing an element of
truth. It is when the Arminian denies
tut the clection spoken of in the
Word of God is a personal choice of
men “Dbefore the foundation of the
world that they should be holy” that

Knox College Monthily.

we reach the negation which distin-
guishes them from those who hold the
Reformed faith.

(4) In reference to the mature of
Christ’s redeeming work, there is sub-
stantial oneness between Arminians
and Calvinists. Both embrace cor-
dially the catholic doctrine of the
nature of the Atonement ‘They I‘c
gard the sufferings of Christ as strici!
propitiatory. T hey view them as in-
tended to satisfy divine justice and
render it consistent with the glorious
character and perfections of God
pardon sin and save sinners. Ar
minians reject the notion that the
Atonement is a mere governmental
expedient designed to leave an im-
pression on the moral universe that
God is determined to uphold law and
punish sin, while, in pomnt of fact, He
does not pumsh it.  They 1e-vard the
work of Christ as terminating direcl]y
on God,and not on the moral universe.
In examining the governmental theory
of Grotius, Limborch presentsvery cor-
rectly the pith of the whole discussion
in the question, ‘“ An Christus morte
sua circa Deum aliquid eflicerit ?”

But while there is substantial agree-
ment between Arminians and Calvin-
ists on the vital question of the natwie
of the Atoncment, they are not cqually
at one in reference

TO THE DESIGN OF GOD

in giving his Son to dic and the de-
sign of Chmt in dying.  Arminians
hold that Christ du.d for all men
alike. Calvinir*= do not regard the
sausfaction of Christ as like the pay-
ment of pecuniary liabilities where
the payment liberates  7pso faeto, and
the amount paid is regulated by the
number whose licbiliies are met.
They regard it as @ satisfiction to the
law and justice of God, which, in its
intrinsic merit, is sufficicn. for the
whole race and adapted to all.
man, therefore, need perish for want of
an atoncment, when God offers to him

o
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for acceptance the work of Christ.
But, while Calvinists believe this, they
held also that Christin dying sustained
a special relation to His elect, whose
salvation is not only rendered possible
but secured by His atoning sacrifice.

Here it may secem there is a posi-
tive clement in the Arminian sys-
tem which Calvinism rejects. This
is only in appearance, for when Ar-
minians assert that Christ died for all
men alike, what do they mean? Not
certainly that He did for all men, in
dying, what the Calvinist believes He
did for the elect. They do not
imagine that He designed to scrure
thesalvation of all men. The Arminian
has present to his mind one idea of
the design implied in the words “ died
for,” when he asseris that Christ died
for all men, and the Calvinist has be-
fore him a different and richer idea,
when he affirms that Christ died for
the elect. The Arminian does not
believe that Christ died for all men or
for any man in the sense in which the

Culvinist believes that Christ laid |

down his life for the sheep. Accord-
ing to the Arminian view He died for
allin the same sense as He died for
those who He furesaw would reiect
His salvation and perish, and even as
for those who were beyond the reach
of mercy, when He suffered on the
cross.  .irminians can, in the nature
of things, mean nothing more than
that, by the death of Christ a founda-
tion has been laid upon which God
can righteously make a full and sin-
cere offer of salvation to the cntire
race, which whosoever accepts shall
be saved. But this is by no means
peculiar to the Arminmian.  Every
Calvinist belicves it firmlv, and acts
upon it habitually, when he preacies
the Gospel, or offers Christ to men-
kind indiscriminately. To state the
matter in the manner of logicians, it
isonly by giving to the terms “ died
for"a smalier comprchension, that
they impart to them a greater ex-
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(5) Arminians are distinguished for
their denial of the perseverance of the
saints.  Calvinists Dbelieve that all
who are truly in Christ shall not fall
away totally or finally from a state of
grace, but shall certainly persevere
therein and be eternally saved. They
base this belief (1) on distinct and
pumergus Scripture testimonies; (2)
on the fact revealed that God has an
unchanging purpose to save Wis chosen
people; (3) on the pecuhar relation
they sustain to Christ, their represen-
tative, in dying and interceding for
them ; and (4) on the powerand grace
of the indwelling Spirit, through whom
their spiritual life is sustained and
quickened.

The peculiar teacking of Arminian-
ism on the topicis not only a negation,
but it is based chiefly on other three
negations. It is because they reject
an eternal personal election to faith
and holiness, because they deny that
Christ sustains any such relation to
His people as secures their salvation,
and because they reject the idea that
the Holy Spirit can, without destroy-
ing human freedom, exert any such
power in the heart of man as will
effectually determine him to embrace

the Gospel and follow Christ, that they
deny the perseverance of the saints,
and explain away the testimony of the
Word which asserts that they are kept
by the power of God though faith mto
salvation.

In our review of this subject the
distinguishing feature of Calvinism,
as it has come before us, is its com-
prehensiveness.  We have scen that

THE VARIOUS THEISTIC SYSTEMS,

in their positive teachings, sustain to
Calvinism the relation of a part more
or less fragmentary to the whole.
This characteristic is the result of a
fair induction of Scripture, confirmed
by the facts of man’s experience in a
state of nature and of grace. This

tension.

induction gives as the fundamental
conditions of the central problem of
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human salvation, three facts which
must always be taken into account:
(1) man’s innate depravity, (2) the per-
sonality and freedom or sovereignty
of God, (3) the subordinate per-
conality and freedom of man. These
three facts lic upon the surface
of Scripture, and are involved in
any fair account of human nature,
and they are recognized in the Calvin-
istic system throughout. Nearly all
the difficulties which are brought
against the peculiarities of Calvinism
arise from no lack of evidence for
these independent facts, but from the
inabiity of the speculative reason to
comprehend how, if man is fallen and
depraved, and God is sovereign and
man free, the two freedoms, the su-
preme and the subordinate, can each
have a place in working out man's
deliverance from sin. If wedeny or
ignore these facts, it is easy to conjure
up a theory of things which will elimi-
nate these difficulties. If we deny
personality and freedom to God, and
imagine that human freedom isa mere
mental delusion, we can fall back ona
Pantheistic system of evolution, and,
if the problem is not solved, it is
obliterated. If, with Socinians and
Pelagians, we deny human depravity,
and practically shut out all present
agency of the Most High in human
salvation, a seif-determining power in
the human will may seem adequate to
accomplishthe work. The radical ob-
jection to these systems is that they
solve the problem by denying its exis-
tence. Calvinism finds the recogni-
tion of these facts demanded both by
Scripture and by human nature, and
therefore it cannot adopt these short-
hacd methods of solving the problem.
It accepts the facts and assigns to each

1ts proper place in the system of re-
vealed truth. This is what gives to
Calvinism its distinctive character.

This characteristic explains why the
Calvinistic type of doctrine has in
all ages attracted towards it so many
devout master minds. The system
which could satisfy such men as Au-
gustine, Aquinas, Anselm, Luther,
Calvin, Cranmer, Jewell,Knox, Bacon,
Owen, Howe, Pascal, Edwards, Cun-
ningham, Hodge and Thornwell, and
a multitude of others who have stood
in the front ranks of thinkers, must
have in it an affinity for minds of the
widest range.

This peculiarity shows that Cal-
vinism will be more likely to com-
mend itself to earnest, thoughtful
men who desire to grapple intelligently
with the great questions raised by
religion, and supplies the reason why
wherever it has been gencrally em-
braced, it has tended to stimulate so
powerfully the mental energies, and to
develop the moral fibre of the com-
munity.

It throws light also on the peculiar
antipathy which Romanists and scep-
tics evince towards it. ‘Their cham-
pionsscarcely notice other theistic sys-
tems. Like the captains of the hostol
Syria, who were commanded to fight
neither with smazll nor great, save only
with the King of Israel, they single
Calvinism as the object of their em-
bittered assaults. The truth is that
what they dislikeis evangelical religion
in any form, and they specially dis-
like Calvinisin, because it is the tullest,

est compacted, and most symmetrical
presentation of the positive elements
of pure Christianity which, in every
form and degree, is obnoxious to
Sacramentarianism and unbelief.
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MORAVIAN

I. The Moravians—who are they ?
They are an offshoot from the German
State Church, which either idled in
formality, or was paralyzed by an ex-
treme rationalism. Their separation
was because of their earnestness, a
fact of happy augury.

The governing body is a central
Board; and the head officc is at
Herrnhut, near the northern confines
of Austria.

The creed is evangelical, although
rather silent on the moral law and
retribution.  Their message is the
cruss; “the great theme of our preach-
ing,” say they, “is Jesus Christ.” This
is the staple of their sermons, and it
is the secret of their success.

II. The Moravians—their Missions.

The field is so vast, and the time
so short, that only a swift survey is
possible.  Herrnhut is the head office,
and there are five great agencies.

1. Greenland and Labrador.—Be-
fore 1733 the state of matters there
wasgloomy enough. The Esquimaunx
strangely scorned other peoples; the
climate was bitingly cold ; the lan-
guage baffled every rule; the dwelling
was filthy ; the food was both scarce
and indecent (raw flesh, the usual,
half-decayed seal, no unusual fare);
their settlements were changed every
season. It was a peril to travel where
snow-storms often blinded and buried,
or where ice-blocks, wrenched from
the mainland by the action of waters
underneath, often carried hapless
travellers out to sea. In Labrador
the native hostility was very treacher-
ous; nor (to say the least) did the

® Paper read by Mr. J. C. Smith, B.A., before the
igl_ﬂ-bcmmary alliance at Hartford, Cocn., Oct.,
£33,
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lucre-loving officials of the Hi son
Bay Cuwpany better matters,

A chivalrous daring, however, is a
chief feature of the Moravian. In
1734 the Gospel was carried to Green-
land, and in 1744 to Labrador. Six
stations were fixed along the coast of
each. Tor several years their efforts
were without reward ; but, undespair-
ing, they persisted, and a better day
broke at last. The natives grew
curious, then anxious, then believing.
It is touching to read of the phleg-
matic, cold-blooded people, subdued
by the self-sacrifice of Christ. The
cause has varied in success, but, on
the whole, has gone forward. The
people are yet heathen ; still, order
and affection and character are ap-
pearing. And it was a proud honour
to the Moravian, when a crew, sailing
past Nain, exclaimed: “They do
not look like the old robbers, but are
good sheep already.”

2. Red Indians, betiveen Atlantic
and  Mississippi. — The Moravians
were not the first on the field, but
they were the first to cross the sea for
that single object.

Among the haughty, conniving,
reckless Iroquois the truth told with
Iittle effect ; but among the less con-
ceited, less turbulent Delawares, the
Gospel quickly became a changing
and shaping power. The success was
signal. Chiefs were bowed befere the
great story, and their influence was
very helpful.  TFrom 17635 to 1790
revivals swept over the settlements,
and hundreds were converted. The
result was that the roving Red Man
began to farm, and that the rude
schools were crowded,

he progress of a mission is weary-
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ingly slow, and when the hindrances
are borne in mind, the statistics are
splendid. In x8o3 there were nine-
teen churches and fourteen hundred
members.

From 1805 onward, however, the
work has been sadly thwarted, mainly
by three new causes: first, civiliza-
tion pressing westward broke up the
Indian settlements ; second, the vices
of the white man, especially intem-
perance, were speedily copied by the
Red Man; third, the peace-loving
Moravians were neutral, and there-
fore suspected in the war which broke
out between the colonists and the
Indians. The Mission, therefore, de-
clined for along while, and the dead-
ening effects of the shock have been
shaken off very slowly. To-day what
churches have weathered the trial are
monuments of Moravian toil.

3. West Indies—Tifty years before
Wilberforce pleaded for the negro,
in 1732, Moravian enterprise was
launched in the West Indies. Irom
the first the down-trodden blacks
eagerly welcomed the Gospel which
brightened their future ; but the relish
of the truth by the slaves only stiffened
the hatred of the white hirers, who
scorned a levelling creed.

A change came, though. The con-
vert grewmoreskilful andapplying,and
realized a higher figure in the market.
The owners, therefore, cordially fa-
voured a religion which heightened the
value of their flesh-property. The
missionaries were shrewd enough to
utilize and not to scathe the change
of opinion (for reform comes little by
little). There was freer scope hence-
forth.

Owing to a hot sky, and bad food
and unclean lodgings, and exposure
to night air, the death-rate among the
workers was high; but the liferate
among the negroes was cheeringly
high. In 1879 there were forty-one
stations on these islands, and there
were over thirty-six thousand mern-
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bers. Schools were erected ; homes
were cleanlier ; the poor slave, with
a glorious eternity in view, could bear
without repining the insulting cruelty
of overseers. Who shall grudge tae
glory that falls to the Moravian for
thus sweetening the negro’s Marah of
bitterness?

4. Sowth Africa.— Before 1740
South Africa was densely heathen,
War between numberless tribes was
normal ; the Bushmen, notably, seemed
born for savage fighting. Decency
did not exist.

Matters were worse when the Dutch
Company established an office at the
Cape. It was ‘heir principle that the
natives should be their servants, and
it was their scheme to send out a
‘“ comando,” which should capture
Caffirs, as wild Indians used to lasso
the prairie cattle and drive them into
service.

The Moravians opened up work in
1740. George Schmidt penetrated
into the interior from the Cape. For
six long years he strove to reach and
impress the savages, but their wild-
ness was almost untameable. Their
higher nature was well nigh extinct.
Glimpses of effect were showing in
the sixth year, but they were quashed
by the carnal policy of the Dutch
officials. Their policy was to keep the
natives under foot, and they dreaded
whatever would instil them with self-
respect, or upraise them from the
ground. Therefore, when the Gospel
began to relieve their condition, the
Dutch ordered it off, lest it should
equalize the whites and the blacks.

For fifty years, from 1742 to 1792,
there was no mission ; but then it
started afresh, and its achievements
compensated the delay. The emo-
tional nature is uppermost in the
African, and it was melted before the
agonies of Calvary. The thunders of
Sinai, like the storm which uprooting
the deep weeds throws them up on
shore, roused and alarmed the heart

© eNaladh




rinds SR

oy T

e

A

(T
S

7
A

T

Knox College Monthiy. 23

hecause of its crimes. In the course
of a few years, fourteen churches
were built among the Caffirs and
Bushmen.  There was one central
college for training native helpers.
There are twenty-five schools, and
nearly twenty-five hundred scholars;
about eleven thousand adherents, and
about three thousand communicants.
Their record is surely glorious.

5. Australic.—Australia is the low-
est of the fields. Captain Cook said,
“‘hey do not live 1n societies, but
like other snimals.” Anthony Trollope
said of the Mission, ** To me the game
is not worth the candle. . .. The race
is doomed, and is quickly encounter-
ing its doom.” Children, when a
nuisance, are cut off ; woman is a
mere article of use: and hence when
the natives first saw the white man on
horseback, they thought the horses to
be mothers ; and when they first saw
the bullock dragging luggage, they
thought the beast to be a wife.

The aobriginal depravity was deep-
ened by overflow of English felony.
The natives learned new vices from
the colony of criminals.

The mania for gold-mining rose,
and the land swarmed with daring
heathens from Europe in quest of
sudden wealth. Verily theisland ap-
peared to be the sink of the earth.
Did the Moravians operate upon this
sin-sick sphere? They did. In 18350
two settled north of Melbourne, but
were forced to resign because of the
satanic schemes of miners. In 1859
two other stations were fixed far in-
land. Slow and tedious was the
work ; but the few fruits were lasting.
The roaming natives consented to
settle down to farmx life, and their
products have carrted off prizes in
Europe.

Religion has received a foothold
along the west and south of the island,
and the influence is radiating back
mto the centre. The glory of the
Moravian, however, is that he was the

pioneer; he trod new tracks un-
quailed, and the growth of faith is bis
reward.

It is our regret that the outline has
been so meagre, because the chief
interest lies in the details. No allu-
sion has been made to the Mission in
Middle Asia, or to that in Central
America.  The Diaspora has been
overlooked—a mission in Central Eu-
rope, whereby earnest men became
itinerant preachers, visiting churches,
and kindling the smouldering energy.

The whole of their working has not
been told. e hasten to point out
one or two features of the sect.

III. The Moravians—their charac-
teristics.

1. The sect is missionary, or it
is nothing. The fact is strange, yet
significant, that their foreign mem-
bership is double their home mem-
bership. Whatever the fine theory,
the actual truth of other bodies is
that they first preserve and thereafter
scatter the faith; else, wherefore do
nine stay at home for every one who
goes abroad? Now, the Moravians
first scatter, and the result has been
that they have undesignedly preserved
the truth unsoiled by heresies which
were rampant in Germany. Nine-
tenths of their literature, nine-tenths
of their sermons, nine-tenths of their
business at the Board of Control,
nine-tenths, and not one-tenth, cen-
cerns their missions. What marvel
that they have outshone all their
rivals in sacrifice for the heathen!

2. Every member of the sect is a
missionary. When a land of crying
need appeals to the Central Board.
applicants spring to the relief, and
the difficulty lies not in obtaining but
in selecting. Laymen are qualified.
If a sphere is open and he offers, his
services will likely be accepted. One
advantage of any man of godly judg-
ment being a fit party for a mission
has been proved. Such a man can
labour manually, and thereby the
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lower classes of an island can be
reached. The average system is,
however, stiffer and less yiclding than
the Moravian in this respect; and it
is worth thought whether the margin
of qualiﬁcauon is not rather narrow
sometimes.

‘The literature is charged with an
clectric zeal on missions. Reports
are cver returning and are saluted as
triumphs.  Mission papers are cheap
and are found lying on every table;
and thc topic is the staple of their
conversation.

The news is cast into a concrete
form, and it is impossible to over-
vatae thisfact. The person cf sheer
duty may transform a list of figures,
or a column of naked statistics into a
power ; but the great mass of Chris-
tians loathe them as empty of vitality.

Compare an article in our mis-
sionary papers, and the career of
an carnest missionary through our
churches ; crowds flock to hear, not
figures, not sounding abstractions,
but stories of cncounter, of strange
customs, of new modes of work, of
conversions of endless variety as to
experience.  The reason is plain :
such accounts transport the hearer to
the very scenes.

It requires genius to write in so
vivid a style, but the hope is not
Utopian that our _printed accounts of
missions will fall into this style of in-
structing the people. It is a striking
feature ot’ Moravian literature tha it is
vrowded with details fresh from far-
off work. One happy result is that
there is no wailing for a “special
call,” which is sometimes a picce of
superstition and sometimes an excuse
for sclfishness. The way to get a
“call” is deeply natural; it is to
hrood over the darkness which over-

i

hangs great parts of the carth—and |
the dunrc. alike holy and humane, for 1+ * Come and do iikewise.”

the day to break upon them, will
likely arise in the heart. Now the
constant inflow of tidings alive from
the field of operations keeps the
Moravian Church thoroughly posted;
and hence that foreign devotion which
in some places appears the rarest hero-
ism is to the Moravian a seemly
and usual matter; it creates no sur-
prisc whatever. Now if a dense
ignorance of missions means a dearth
of missionaries, the home press
should, like the Moravian, strive after
the vivid, the life-like, the earnest—
striking out empty exhortations and
general statistics even, and crowding
the columns with actual experiences,
which will not merely inform but will
fire the reader.

4- Their non-sectarianism.

It is singular that their origin did
not narrow their motwcs, but denom-
inational eminence is not their desire
—non-extension is a_ principle with
them. Their yearning is to make
Christinns; they are very careless
about nnl\m" Moravians. It costs
them no sorrow when a new convert
passes over to swell the church
roll of another faith. Some consider
this a blemish, others an cxcellence.
It is, howcvcr, one reason why
their doings Bave been largely un
known. Their ambition has been
to convert the world to a faith
not to a church; yct this verv fact
may have obscured their merits in
thesight of seizing, grasping, religious
bodier. To- day they are underrated ;
but their silent toil has told ; ard
whatever be their future—whether
they kecp apart or whether they mergs
inlo other bodies—their past has
been a lustoxy of glory, of ccaselers
piencering to cvan'vc)wc the darke:t
and unlikeliest phccs of the carth.
Their forceful word to others is
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Gollege Fofes.

Tue endowment fuud of Knox
College is steadily provre,amg, and
has re'lched the sum of $1 56,000. The
Presbytenes of the Church are now
carrying on the work; and with special
cfforts, “which will be put forward to-
ward the close of the year, it is ex-
pected that the full sum will yet be
realized.

Mr. A. K. Caswern, who was
formerly a student of Knox College,
and who has been labouring in Da-
kota during the past two years, still
retainskind remembrances of his Adma
Mater. He has donated a scholar-
ship of the value of $235 to the stu-
dent who obtains thce best general
standing in the classes of the third
year in the Literary Department. He
thinks the course of study valuable,
and wishes to stimulate to greater
diligence therein.  Rev. R. Torrance,
of Guelph, has also kindly donated a
scholarship of the value of $30, to be
disposed of as the Senate sce fit. It
has been substituted for the Cheyne
Scholarship in the third year, and
the latter is offered to the best
student in Pastoral Theolngy. The
College is indebted to these gen-
tlcxm.n for their subst.:.nml intcrest
in her welfare. ¢ think 1t a sign
of satisfaction :md growing interest
i the work of Knox Collcwc ; and we
hope she will ever prove worthy of
the gifts of her friends.

A TovsuTrUL and abie © Plea for
Popular Instruction in the Evidences
of Christianity ¥ has been written by
the Rev. James Middlemiss, of Elom.
A number of copics of this work
have been distributed in Knox Col-
lege, for which Mr. Middlemiss has
the thanks of the students. We all
deplore the sceptical tendencics of

many young people at the present
day. Poisonous and agpostic litera-
ture finds its way into their hands,
and being ignorant of the evidences
of Christianity they are unable to
combat its arguments. They have
not settled opinions, but drift about
with every wave of doctvine. Weare
glad that Mr. Middlemiss has issued
this tract,and we hape that it may have
some influence in bringing about the
better education of the young in this
department.

A rinp lady friend, Mrs. Mor-
timer Clark, has made a2 hand-
some gift to Knox College which
will contribute greatly to the comfort
of the students. We value the gift
very highly; but wec walue more
highly the kind spirit which it reveals,
the lively interest in the welfare of
the students, and, thercfore, in the
work of the Church; and we must
ever cherish towards Mrs. Mortimer
Clark and her husband, for their per-
sonal thoughtful care, and large liber-
ality, in this and other gifis, feclings
of love and sespect.

THe students have been obliged,
during the last month, to patt with
cstcemed friends. Rev. Dr. King
leaves Toronto for Winnipeg. His
conncction with and activity in the
affairs of Knox College, lis kindly
interest in the studcms, his refreshing
and cdifying services in St. James’
Square Church had endeared him to
many heasts; and whea it became
known that he had accepted the ap-
pointment 0 Manitoba College the
students expiessed a wish that some
small giit be given him, which would
keep in remembrance the good fecl-
ing cherished toward him by the
students of Knox College.  The gilt
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took the form of an album, with the
pictures of the students and an en-
grossed address.

Rev. JosepH BUILDER has de-
parted to the Mission field in In-
dore. As a student he manifested a
deep interest in all the affairs of the
College and of the students, a keen
and powerful intellect in grappling
with the problems of Theology, a
gentle sympathetic disposition, and a
fine Christian spirit. Mr. Builder's
fitness and desire for the foreign work
were known to the students, and they
received gladly the news of his ap-
pointment. As a token of their
esteem and good wishes, they pre-
sented him, on the eve of his de-
parture, with Alford’s Greek Testa-
ment, Godet on the Epistle to the
Romans, and Meyer on the Acts of
the Apostles, at the same time ex-
pressing the interest they would take
in all his work.

REv. Joux Jamieson, who has been
labouring in Magnetawan during the
past two years, has been designated
by the Foreign Mission Committee to
the work in Formosa. This is a
very important field among Canadian
Missions, and Mr. Jamicson, by his
disposition, zcal and success in the
active work of the wministry, has
proved himsclf worthy of the great
trust imposed upon him.  Thedcsire
for foreign work was formed in carly
youth and fondly cherished through
many years. The Iord has at last
opened up the way which was faith-
fully committed 10 him, and he
cnters into the vincyad to gather
the ripening fruit.  In bidding fare-
well to Mr. Jamicson the students
prescnted him with Alford’s Greek

Testament as a slight token of their -

esteem and good-will, expressing at
the same time the eagerncss with
which they would watch the course
of his labours in Formosa.

We wish Rev. Messrs. Builder and
Jamieson God-speed in their labour
of love. e think it an index of a
deep missionary spirit among the
students of Knox College that these
two gentlemen should offer them-
selves to the foreign work, and we
hope that their example may gener-
ate in many others the desire to
labour in the forzign field.

AT the last meeting of the Meta-
physical and Literary Society the
following resolution was passed:
That wheraas, in His all-wise Provi-
dence, it has pleased our Heavenly
Father to remove from us by death
onc of our number, 2 faithful fellow-
labourer and dcar brother, a mem-
ber of this Socicty, be it there
fore resolved, that out of respect
1o our deceased brother this meeting
be now adjourned ; and f{urther, that
the officers and members of this
Society desire to put on record their
high appreciation of Mr. Brown as 2
co-labourer and fellow-student, to
bear testimony to his noble Christian
character, uniform courtesy, exem-
plary life, and the fidelity and camesi-
ness with which he carried on lhis
Aaster's work ; that though we grieve
to have him with us in our meetings
o more, we shail endeavour to pro-
fit Dy his example, and be dilizem
and faithful in carrving on the wark
to which he had conscerated himsclf,
body and soul; that a copy of this reso-
Tution be seat to his brother residing
in Chicago, 10 his aged parents whom
he leit in his native land, and ako
0 the Lresivterian for publication.
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Zrersonals.

Mr. A. CutHeertsoy, who sup-
plied Singhampton and \hph. Valley
for Mr. R. B. Smith during his illness
and for some consndcralﬂe time after,
and who for the past year has bzen
lecturing on Calisthenics, Hygicne,
Effects of bnmul'mts, and Pro'nouon
of Health in General, has returned to
the College to complete his second
year in Theology:.

It is pleasing to notice the interest
the boys take in decorating their
rooms. It is also amusing to notice
the variety in the dcconttons Mr.
J- S. Hardie boasts of a cage but has
no bird; Mr. John Al Ross has a
bird but no cage ; while Mr. J. M.
Gardiner has both cage and bird.
Every morning the halls reverberate
with its cheerful notes.

How and wherc ars the graduates
of '83? Mr. W. G. Wallace, M. 4,

who passed his first examination for |

B.D. at the close of last session, al-
ways forward in the ranks, led the
way for his fcllow-grads in the matri-
monial department.  He is setiled at
Georzetown.

Mg. R. M. Cratg, exlibrarian, has
changed his political opinions, and is
aow 2 marded man.  He is sctiled
over the congrezations of Dunbaston
and Highland Creck.

M=z, Wwm. Rovertsoy, B.A, a
veleran in the matrimonial line, was
inducted into the charge of Water-
down on 16th inst.

Mg. Joux Murc, M.A., of whom
we confidenily expected mwore long
belore this, was inducied on \cmcm-
ber 25th into the pastorate of Chal-
mers Church, Torente.  Mr Mutch
is cadently waiting for the autumn
leaves 1o fall.

MR. Jades BantaNtvsg, B, has
gone o Twrope, where he intends
pursuing his studics in some of the

British and German Theological in-
stittions.

MRr.J. S. Hexpersox is about to be
inductea to the charge of Longwood
and Wendigo in the “London Presby-
tery. As Nr. Henderson is already
otherwise engaged, we hope this addi-
tional work will in no way incom-
mode his personal comfort.

Mgz. Hexny Norris is settled at
Glenallan.

MR. Josepii BUnLDER, B.A., takes
with him to Indore a young lady
from Hamilton.

M DL AL Traoaisox, who resided
on the meuaatain near Hamiiton, 1s
settled at Hastings.

MR. ANGUS ReRrexTs0N is stationed
at Calgary in the far West.

MR. D. ForrgsT, another veterar,
is at present labouring in the Presby-
tery of Owen Sound.

Mgr. D. M. Rawmsay, B.A., whohas
BLeen labouring at Indian Head in
the North-West, intends spending the
winter in Scotland.

Mz. G. B. Greis has been ap-
pointed by the Home Mission Com-

: mittce to Huntsville in the Muskoka

District.  Slow, but fKithiul, we expect
o hoear of Mr Greig fulfilling kis
other engagements xhord\

These are our graduates of 'S§3;
ycs, these are the geatlemen who al-
ways took the bnoks out of the
library and lefi them scattered on the
tables.

Witit deep sorrow we vecord the
death of a fcllow-student, Mr. John
Brown. He veturaed from his mis-
sionary labours in Maniteba to enter
on the work of the scssion, but God
had other things designed for him.
He was taken ill with wphmd fever,
and after a brief ilness passed away
to his 7est. .\ sketch of his short, but
devoled dife, will appear in next issue.
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Literary

The Royal Readers. Published by
Thomas Nelson & Sons, and James
Campbell & Son.

Wz hear much, nowadays, of the ad-
vance of science, of art, and of com-
merce.  Into whatever field we look
we find great advancement. e sce
it in the science of Education. The
bocks which, a few years ago, were
used in our common schools, appear
dry, uninteresting and antiquated
<compared with those which now issue
from our publishing houses. The
children of to-day have many advan-
tages over their predecessors.  They
arc assisted in their study by the ad-
ventitious aids of engraving, Interest-
ng story, good teachers, ctc. We
have before us the Royal Readers,
lately authorized by an Act of Parlia-
ment. They have embodied within
them all the latest modes of instruc-
tion, and are clegantly finished. The
type is a litde small, especially in the
Tirst and Sccond Readers.  The mat-
ter is very well arranged. The child
is first taught small words and the
sounds of combinations of letters
frequently occurring in larger words.
He is then led on gradually to larzer
words and combinations of sounds.
The engravings are clear, homelike
and attractive, and are fitted to assist
the child in grasping the ideas taught
n the lesson.  When we pass to tie
Second Book we find many charm-
ing litle storics and sunny pleasing
thymes and much folkdore. In the
Third Book the reader is wade
acquainted with much of the delight
ful lyric poctry of Eanglish literature.
We arc pleased to notice this particu-
Iar clement of merit in the Royal
Readers.  The child has a vivid im-
agination. When we wish to teach it
a truth we teach it through the im-
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Hotices,

agination. If we wish to warn it
against doing something which is
wrong, we do not enter into an intri-
cate explanation of the wrongness of
the action ; we tell it a fable embody-
ing the truth to be taught. We reach
it through its imagination. In many
of our schools the scholars receive a
very meagre training of the imagina-
tion. Very little composition is re-
quired of them, an element of training
that is invaluable. Readers, full of
imaginative picces, go far to redeem
this weakness of education. The mind
is stored with beautiful descriptions
and delightful pictures; and “A
thing of beauty ic a joy forever.”
The life is made brighter and happier.
A taste for the beautiful is developed;
and when this taste is developed our
homes will be made more cheerful,
our gardens more attractive. The
wsthetic taste of the people of Canada
may be greatly raised.  In our social
gatherings we find that the selections
most appreciated are either humor-
ous ones, which beiong to the lowest
class of literature, or selections that
harrow up the feelings. Picces, des-
cribing  beautiful and  entrancing
scencs, or magnificent and sublime
fcatures in nature attract hittle or no
atteation.  The wsthetic sense is too
dull to apprehend their beauty.  The
sphere of the imagination is full of
glory, but very few cver pass in be
yond the vestibule.  We regard the
mtroduction  of Readers affording
good food for the imagination as a
decided step in the advance of cduca
tion. It is alen interesting to see
sclections from the writings of promi
nent Canadians, giving sketches of
Canadian history, scenery, life and
character. In the Fifth Book the
reader is made acquainted with selec
tions from the best authors of the
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English language, and with many
recent writers not often quoted in
reading books. Many of the selec-
tions embody some of the researches
of modern scientific investigators, and
furnish an idea of the progress of
science. On the whole we regard the
Royal Readers as of a very superior
character, and hail with pleasure their
introduction into our schools.

The Church in Scotland. By the
Rev. Jas. C. Moffat, D.D. Book-
sellers: James Bain & Son.

WHaAT is present and what is remote
are alike of interest : whatis between
is, as a rule, dry and tedious. ‘The
present is the actual, and the public
appreciate it. The distant is the
romantic, and the public relish it
Newspapers sell rapidly and prove the
first point; the excavations round
long-buried cities, and even the finding
of broken jugs—the public greedily
listens to every particular which is the
telic of a race long gone from the earth.

The author has this fact to prom-
ise success to the volume. Hestarts
far back in the first century after
Christ, and he follows the Church
down to the year 1560; when the
fist Assembly of the Reformed
Church in Scotland met.

There is a feature of the work
which, on first thouzht, would make
popuiar interest in it dwindle, that is,
the severe separation of fact and fic-
tion. Legends are thick in a Jand of
hills, but without schools. The public,
therefore, would naturally glisien at 2
story cither of monastic horrors, or of
a moonlight mysteriousness, or of a
thriliing bLattle; the merry ballads
which immortalize a pricst who was
holy, but jolly too: the public demand
for such fascinating literature would
e immense for 2 while.  Onc of the
szcrets of Scott’s suceess is his revival
of those customs and scenes which
scem to belong to another race alto-
gether.

The exact position of the anthor is
midway between the antiquarian and
the public: he receives from the
former the results of analysis, and he
presents them to the latter in a pleas-
ing shape. Both offices are needful,
and both claim a high order of talent.
The criticism which dissects the
fable to discover the truth, which
tortures out of ballad and musty
manuscript what s the basis, is cer-
tainly not a popular business, but it
is necessary.  On the other hand the
talent to throw the ascertained events
into a lucid order, to present us not
with a skeleton of the past, but to
make the past rise up again with
all the vividness of a present vision,
that talent is rare. Those who read
the history of Haltam and that of
Macaulay, or the carcer of Chrise by
Geikic and that by Farrar, will feel
the chasm between a volume for the
scholar and a volume for the people;
and the highest art is that which
unites the power to analyse and the
power to embellish.

Now criticism is judged sometimes
to be empty, unless it can find fault;
ard a critic is not seldom a cynic.
C1 course the conception is laughable.
We gladly award to this volume the
praisc of conscientiously ruling out
the fabulous, and yet of investing the
historical with a style that brightens
the subject. This history is not a
graveyard where we walk among the
dead; it is an olden time made alive
and fresh, as if to-day.

Dr. Cunningham’s “ Listory of the
Reformation ® is a standard work;
but it treats widinly of the Reform
Cause in Europe. Tetler’s “ History
of Scotland ™ is rather general for the
average rcader.  Crie’s “Life of
John Knox” is a great production,
but it is confined largely to the period
of Kunox. Hetherington’s  History
of the Church of Scolland,” excel-
Ient though it is, dcvotes only the
two opening chapters to the history
lying Letween the second and the



30

sixteenth centuries. It would be
invidious to compare minutely the
volume before us with these great
histories; but one eminent advantage
which it enjoycd was that the mate-
rials were very plentifal.

There are three great divisions of
the work. The first sireiches over
the first eight centurics of the history.
The crude conditiens of things are
revealed so far as the scarcity of
record allows. The savage, warlike
races are described. Then we listen
to the voices ring'ng owt the old-time
Gospel in language quaint and gro-
tesque, yet aglow with energy and
realness. We see Nimian among
the southern Picts; and ralladius,
whose sce was Ireland; and Coiumba,
of high blood and brilliant talent,
toiling on the northern islands.

The charm of these pages would
have been greater if the record was
minuter.  Legends are, as a rule,
truths richly coloured; and after the

finest test has been used, there will |

stand out an cvent.  This is not prac-
tical in every case; but it is in some.
TFor example, the author has conceded
that, although the life of Patrick has
been coloured so that the original is
unseen, there are private papers with
iiis own handwriting rclating incidents
and hardships: if these had been
produced the effect would Lave been
splendid, we would catcha glimpse of
the grand man. Those who have
read the opening chapters of Greene’s
{lately deceased) History of England,
will recall the naked facts which
underloy old Saxon and Norman
traditions.

The second great division of the
book extends from the cleventh cen-
tury to the cve of the Rgfumn-
tion. This is the dark period.  Pq
pacy lay over the land like a lnnq
night, wherein mists of superstition
and ungrowth were the chief fea
turces. Alexander and David were
the crafty agents of the craftier Pope.
Catholicism, not through the ccclesi-
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astical but through the civil powers,
stole so subtly over the country as to
clude the notice of the wariest. At
the close of David’s reign the whole
land was marked off into dioceses.
Monasticism speedily followed. The
wily priesthood smoothed and levelled
the r'ransition to papacy so evenly
that the country did not fecl a rough
break in the passage. The circum-
stance which settled the point was
the troubling and threatening attitude
of England towards Scotia. They
were not evenly matched, and the
North weuld be worsted.  The Scots
therefore sought an asylum in Rome,
which cordially welcomed the new-
comer.

But peace did not ensue.  The con-
nection between the Pope and the
Scotch was scemingly friendly, but
there was a bitter and growing hatred
underneath  which could not be
quelled. What burt and crippled the
influence of the Pope was the pro-
gress of education: the people—like
an undecided voter between two
monied partisans —were pulled iis iwo
opposite ways, the one telling them
to think, the other telling them o
swatiow without a groan the dose of
the priest.

‘I'ne third and fourth divisions of
the work we have ventured to join
together: the first, revealing the rea-
suns of the downfall of Papacy, and
the sccond describing the final strug-
gle and triumph.

The truth is that Papacy fell be-
cause it was rotten.  Its entrauce into
Scotland was casy; for it appears
that at first the missionaics subdued
the people to the Gospel, then
carricd out the parochial plan; and
when this regular state of things con-
tinued for a length of time, Papacy
found these plans quite congenial;
and thus, without wrenching the exis-
tent order, usurped the power.  But
the rock when submerged for a sea-
son reappears slippery with  slime.
Scotia under the yoke of Rome throve
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until those silent corruptions covered
the kingdom with loathesome forms.

The priesthood, seeringly so im-
maculate, sank in unseen vice, re-
minding us of the under-world of
violence and obscenities that was
thrown open to view before the days
of Luther.

Jobbery resulted when Churchwork
hecame a huge financial scheme.
The Monks, whose fame for learning
in Europe gave a prestige to the
name, were ignorant bookworms who
imposed their Latin on an innocent
people, and thereby cheaply gained a
reputation for scholarship. But the
trath was the office was now without
the duties. The Dbishops and priests
did not eclevate the parishes, but
rather hunted around for positions
whose emoluments were handsome,
and the acutest scent, of course, was
the most useful. It was np secrct
that churchmen competed for places.

Then the noxious systern of nun-
neries and monasteries not only bur-
dened the revenue uselessly, but
swarmed with a species of lewd wick-
edness which it would be dizgraceful
to write down. The unnatural law
against marriage was stringent at first,
but was loose at the last, and society
wasunclean. Then the clarion voices
and quenchiless zeal of the Reformers,

" whose spirits rankled at the under-
mining influence of Popery, height-
ened the ill-will of the nation.  The
warcry was not smothered altogether.

There now arose a sccond of the
custer of great names which Hugh
Miller has noticed. The first we have
already reviewed ; the third consists of
Chalmers and Candlish and Cunning-
ham and Gordon; the second con-
sists of Wishart and Patrick Hamilon
and John FKnox—men great by na-
ture, yet fashioned by the circum-
stances of the age

Parrick Hamilton, of high birth,
with poor schooling, crossed to Wit
tenberg, and attracted the eyc of
Luther and Melanchthon, who foresaw

a brilliant future before him. But a
desire nestled within him to release
his countrymen from the grossdarkness
which overhung them. He preached
with power to the people, but with
danger to his life. Wishart was a
like-minded coadjutor in the cause of
Reform. The popular fecling was fast
inflaming.  But the guiding and
practical sagacity of Knox prevented
a frantic outburst which would only
have delayed the object in view. The
Catholics held out strongly against
reconciliatory measures; the Queen
Regent, whom Knox fondly ventured
to hope to be on the right side, sncer-
ingly cast off every appeal.

The arrival of the French increased
the consternation and despaired the
Reformers not a little. The Queen
Regent’s course had been very guile-
ful, and now she sought as allies the
arms of France. The Reformers
appealed to Elizabeth. France and
England then agreed to vacate Scot-
land. The Reform cause now was
relicved and breathed freely. It
gained ground drily; it wrung con-
cessions from reluctant Catholics.
When matters were ripe, an Assembly
was summoned, and the existence of
the Scottish Charch was fixed.

The whoie history is like a plog,
rising in intcrest until the climax is
reacied. The work is iaid out in
such a manner that the eagerness
grows and swells from chapter to
chapter.  Yet there is not the least
sign of hurry or of confusion as the
record approaches the end.

Still the peculiar fascination lingers
over the first partof the work. The
last part is more or less familiar, being
well within historic times.  But the
progress or the Gospel among the
rude, wild Picts and among the tribes
of Ircland is almost new ground: the
Jife-work of Patrick and Columba and
Nimian and Palladiuswould enriciiour
biography; and theunderhand manner
in which the Roman power acquired
Scottand is stngularly instructive.



Knox College Monthly Advertisements.

GENTS FURNISHINGS.
FALL & WINTER STOCK NOW COMPLETE-

i old weathaer. Qur Btock is very complete, comprising all the different quulities
%(ZXHIgK%ICAN AND SCOTCH LAMBS VVOOLp UNDERWEAR, FINE WARM FLANNTEE‘
SHIRTS, with and without Collar, in Gray, Navy Blue and colours,. WHITE DRESS SHIR1T®

all the leading makes. FINE LINEN COLLARS AND CUFFS.

CELLULOID WATERPROOF COLLARS AND CUFF#& now take the lead, a8 ,*;g
indispensable article of wear. These goods are soft snd plinble, being made of fine linen, conted er
celinloid, combining the strength of the one with the waterproof qualities of the other. They 2
engily washed in hot or cold water, wived dry and ready again for wear in a few moments. ‘0

In GLOVES we have a vory large stock for you to select from—from all the low price lines s
the very best, lined and unlined Fur and Spring Tops. TIES and SILK SCARFS, SUSPENDEE”
HOSIERY, HANDKERCHIEFS in Silk and Linen.

RUBBER COATS in Ladies’ and Gents' all sizes, in fine Scotch Rubber Silk finish,
BOYS AND MISSES' RUBBER COATS.

UMBRELLAS FOR THE MILLION.

Ag we manufacture in this particular line of goods, we are determined to offer the public nothing put
goods that will thoroughly recommend themselves.

TRUNKS, SATCHELS AND VALISES.

1= SPECIAL DISCOUNI TO STUDENTS.

WILLIAM EAST,
CORNER YOUNG AND WALTON STREETS, TORONTO.

Umbrellas Recovered and Repnaired.

GREAT INDUCEMENTS are now being offered to all desiring tolay in their Furnishings for the

VANNEVAR & CO,
BOOKSELLERS and STATIONERS

Take this opportunity to thank the Students of Knox College for their very liberal patronagé

It will be our aim in the future, as it has been in the past, so to cater for their interests, 88
make a continuance of such favours mutually advantageous.

VANNEVAR & 00., BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS,
440 YONGE STREET, OPPOSITE CARLTON STREET, TORONTO-

JOXXIN MEILI.OI,

TEN PER CENT. DISCOUNT TO STUDENTS IN

BOOTS AND SHOES®S:

CGents’ Boots made in Latest Styles and at Lowest Prices.

Repairing Neatly and Promptly Done.

JOHN MELLON, 308 SPADINA AVENUE, TORONTO.



