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Having long felt the necessity existing for a SEI(IIIES OF EDUCATIONAL WORKS, prepared
an

EXPRESSLY ADAPTED FOR OUR COLONIAL SCHOOLS,

The Publisher was induced to attenupt the supply of this want. IHis efforts thus fur have been
crowned with saccess ; his books having been most generally welcomed in the Schivols, and most
favorably noticed by the Press, of British North America.

LOVELL'S GENERAL GEOGRAPHY

Ilas met with entire success, havicg been already introduced into almost every School
throughout British North America. The General Geography, however, being considered too
far advanced for young beginners, a new and elementary work has been prepared, cutitled,

EASY LESSONS IN GENERAL GEOGRAPHY.

The ¢ Easy Lessons™ is written in an easy and gradual style, and is considered by emiaent
Jjudges the best book yet issued for young beginners.
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SCHGCOL BOOKS
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Esq., M.cAc‘xm Currency. ~ By J. M. sangster,, of Eugland. (Sccund Canadian Editwn.) By

. T e e . W C. Taglor, 11.D., T.C.D.
4. Key to National Arithunctic. By 'he same. 25, An Easy Modeof Teaching the Rudiments of Latin

5. Elementary Anthwctic, in Decimial Currenes. By Grananar o Begian . By Themas Jaffrey Ro-
_the same. ) ) bertson, Esq., 1AL .
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s Na&gorg‘alt’ilgsh;gﬂg; l'-;;; tlﬁins“cl;gins Statics, Hy- a5, Fint Natieual Book of Lessons.
: 3 26, lo. lo.
9. Natural Philosophy, Part 11, being a HandgBook of ¢ ;f %cgo:lul ‘do :1:
Chemical Physics ; or, the Physics of Heat, Light & 27- Thir o. -
and Electriaity, By the same. , 28. Fourth do. do.
10. Student’s Note Book on Inorganic Chemistry. By = 29. Fifth do. do.
the same. , 30. French without a Master.
11. Pirst Tessons in scientific Agriculture. By 3. W. 51, French Genders, taught in Six Falles.

Dawson, LL.D., F.I..S.
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< 1§ ) Aangus Phil Tn Press, and will shortly be publis
12 Gtneral Trinciples of Tankuage  er. The Philese- 2 A Schonl History of Canada, and of theather Brit.
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13. A Comprehensive System: of Rool-RKeeping, by Hodgmins, Ll..B‘.. F.R.GL.S ) ,
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13. Do. do. do. half bound. Canada.
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' MAY, 1864,

ON the first day of next montb, as an-
nounced elsewhere, the annual meeting of
the Supreme Court of our Church will be-
gin av Kingston. The place is central,
and the time has been determined to be
the most suitable. We may therefore ex-
pect, as in former years at Kingston, a
comparatively large attendance of eembers,
We presume, though as yet we are uaable
to say, that facilities for travelling will be
afforded as usual by the Railway and
Steamboat Companies.

It is certainly the duty of members to
attend, both because to do so is one of the
solemn functions of their position, and be-
cause in no other way can the mind of the
Church on any matter, whether litile or
much affectipg it, be fairly asceriained.
Our svstem of Church government is, as
its Scriptural character necessaiily implies,
very simple. It is also complete as regards
the composition of its supreine administra-
tive, every congregation being represented
by two office-bearers, the oue a preaching
and the other a ruling elder. ‘This onght
to bring out very fully the sense of the
who'e Church inits reviewing, ju licial, and
legislative procedure. As yes, ' wever, it
has vot done so; and when we consider
the great disparity between the number of
Representatives charged with the daty of
administering our Church polity and direct-
ingrour ecclesiastical course, anid the num-
ber of these same R-presematives that at-
tend the anuual meeting of Synod, we ac-
knowledge that we are somcetimes greatly
perplexed by the questions which present
themselves,  The fiist number is over 200,
the second has never been 100, We don’t
remember a division in which the votes
came to within 20 of the latter. Is the
Syuod properly constituted, when, however
formally opened, one half of the mo-t in-
portant element in its constitution is want-
ing?  Can any deliverance given by two-
thirds of the whole be said t» be an ex-
pression of the mind of the Sruod, or of

the Church ? What is the true value of
decisions oblained, perchance, as much
Ly the absence of a large majority of mem-
hers as by a bare majority of those present
If the opinion of a given number of men bs
fixed as the standard of rectitude, can a
judzment which we do not know to be in
accordance with that standard be accepted
as wise and safe? How ought we to re-
gard a deliverance issued, it may be, in re-
ference to one of the most important inter-
ests with which we are concerned, by virtue
of a small majority in its favour, when a
larger attendance of those who are re-
responsible for it woukl probably have
given it an entirely different complexion ?
It does not help us to answer these ques-
tions sadsfactorily, to s1y that all who bave
a right to be present have the opportunity,
and the fiult is theirs if thev do not em-
brace it, It does not reconcile us to the
cxisting state of tnings to hear it alleged
that circumstances ot the kind mentioned,
operating against a full or particular ex-
pression of opinion, must be considered as
providentiallv favouring the determination
artived it. It is poor comfoit to bo told
that the majority of those whise names
are entolled as members are unable 10 at-
tend, least of all thatlack of interest hinders
them. We think the subject dewands a
careful investiza jon on the part of our
ccelestastical ralers, with a view to some
«ff-ctual remedy. Should we persist in
keeping np a Synodical organ‘zation which,
to the full measure of its working capacity,
is, in the particular civcumstances in which
we are placs 1 in this county, hopelessly
mpracticable?  Should we continue year
after year, with the semblance of solemn
formalities, to pass measares which only a
fraction of the Church's repiesentatives
azree to?!  What is the use of the farcical
pocedure of electing men 10 an office the
duti's of which they do uot perform, and
very probably have no intention to per-
form ¢ Thess questions indicate sufficieny
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the anomaly which troubles us. What
may be the best means of removing it is a
matter for serious consideration. But that
some consideration should be devoted to
the subject is manifest to any ono who
gives it a thoughi. ,

We hope the ensuing meeting of Synod
will be a pleasant and profitable one, and
that the deliberations engaged in and the
results arrived at will, with the Divine

- blessing, tend mightily to promote the in-
terests of our Zion.

TUE plan of printing and circulating
among the members of a congregation the
annual report of its managers is fact com-
ing into favour. A few years ago it was
not acted upon, as far as we are aware, in
a singleinstance. Now, every year, a steady
addition is made to the number of con-
gregations in which it is adopted. We
bave repeatedly pointed out its advantages
and urged a trial of it. We know
of no single case in which it has been acted
upon without manifest benefit. By this
means the managers give an account of
their stewardship, which all belonging to
the congregation are enabled to consider
fully and calmly. It is ascertained exactly
how much is done for the support of or-
dinances and the advancement of Christ’s
cause. Every one is made acquainted with
the expenditure of the money raised. De-
faulters are quictly but effectively remind-
ed of their negligence. Re%ularity ia con-
tributing is secured. A liberal spirit is
stimulated. An enlightened interest in the
welfare of the'congregation takes the place
of indifference. Order, peace, and strength
prevail over confusion, strife, and weakness,
‘We hold it to bea duty on the part of con-
gregational office-bearers to furnish every
one of the members with complete infor-
mation ; and it is certain that the perform-
ance of this duty facilitates most materially
the discharge of all their functions.

‘We notice a very considerable diversity
in the arrangement of the matters contain-
ed in the reports which have reached us.
Uniformity is not to be expected ; it is per-
baps not to be desired.  Speaking gene-
rally, a report ought to be full and clear,
comprehending, in a neat and simple form,
cverything that is important and interest-
ing. A detailed statement of every fund,
whatever be its object, should be given,
whether it be congreaational, sessional, or-
dinary, or special. The moneys raised m
and for the sabbath school, and the amounts
contributed for the schemes of the church,

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

and for local and other missionary efforts?
should be noted. It will bo found iha
brief reports, from those wko are specially
intrusted with the mana yement of these
matters, will be the means of diffusing vi-
tality into the several deprrtments of con-
gregational work.

There is a class of statistics which we es-
pecially desiderate in all the reports which
have reached us. Besides the objects co
be gained by the circulation of information
among the members of a congregation, an
important end would be served by a state-
ment of their strength, when compared
with the statistics of pecuniary affairs. We
recommend therefore the introduction, with
the authority of the session, of such statis-
tics as these—the number of families com-
posing the congregation, of individual
adults, and communicants with the increase
or diminution for the year, also the number
of teachers and scholarsin Sabbath School
and Bible Class. -

‘We can conceive of no forcible, certainly
of no insuperable objection to the adoption
of a plan which is obviously right in itself,
and which is found to be fruitful of many
good results. The difficulty cf introducing
1t is sometimes urged. This difficulty, we
believe, exists only in congregations whose
character would be impeached by the pub-
lication of long-standing and bulky arrears.
The sooner this difficulty is grappled with
the better, and we know of no easier way
of wiping out the dishonour of unfulfilled
promises than the plan we recommend. Of
all pecuniary shortcomings, arrears in the
payment of contributions,which men—shall
we say professing Christians#—voluntarily
engage to make, are the most disgraceful,
unless a dispensation of Providence reduce
the subscribers to absolute poverty.

THE continuance of our Foreign Mission
Scheme, the particular course it should
now take, and the manner in which it
should be conducted, are questions which
will probably form one of the most inter-
esting discussions in which the Synod will
engage at its ensuing meeting. 'We have
already urged the necessity of something
like unanimity of opinion in the circum-
stances of our situation as a Church ; it is
surely unnecessary to notice the necessity
of a calm and candid Tonsideration in refe-
rence to a subject of this kind. We pre-
sume one question will be the continuance
or discontinuance of the Jewish Mission.
The writer of these lines never advocated
the espousal by our Church 6f this particu-
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lar soheme. Granting all that can be said
in favour of its claims, the experience of
churches greatly stronger than ours suffi-
ciently indicates the imprudence of an ef-
fort on our part, in behalf of a work so
very difficult and as yet unpromising as the
conversion of Jews. This scheme, how-
over, had some warm and zealous friends
in the Church and Synod, at whose instance
chiefly a beginning was made. We do not
think it a very admirable policy to change a
course, because a little adversity has been
encountered at the outset. It is scarcely
to be expected that any scheme will mature
into a successful working condition, without
opposition from unforeseen obstacles and
reverses ; and if these are to form a reason
for drawing back, what mission will ever
advance ? Butif the *“ missionary element”
of the Synod, which we are charitable
enough not to limit, is at length against a
Jewish Mission, of course it must be given
up. In present circumstances there can
be no practical difficulty in coming to this
conclusion. The deliverance of last meet-
ing of Synod, quoted in the letter of “ A
Western Man,” empowered the Foreign
Mission Committee to spend, if they saw
proper, the funds which had beon raised
for the Jewish Mission, on the Beyrout
Scheme. The probability is they will re-
port these funds still in their hands, and
that nothing has been done for that parti-
cular effort. Perhaps it may now be con-
sidered impracticable to go on with it, and
theu the Synod ean just say what now is
to be done with these Jewish Mission funds.
The next question will be the continuance
of the British Columbia Scheme. If the
quast report, which was submitted to last
meeting of Synod and which was “received”
but not * carried,” contained nothing upon
this topic, the Synod determined in very
strong and decided language, and, accord-
ing to the approved record, “by a large
majority,” at a sederant we never saw ex-
celled for carnest attention to the business

efore it, that it should not be lost sight of,
but that the consistency of the Synod with
its deliverance of the former year should be
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maintained. The words may be as well
quoted—* dircct the Committes to make
use of that portion of the funds raised fo
the Jewish Mission for that purpose if they
see fit, but at the same time renew the ex-
pression of their deep sense of the urgent
claims of Vancowver’s Island and British
Columbia upon the missionary enterprise
of the Church, and solicit in their behalf
the attention of the Commiitee.” In com-
pliancewith this decision the Convener of the
Committee issued,in June last,a very spirited
appeai in behalf of the British Columbia
Scheme, intimating that it had been resolv-
ed to institute a mission in that field, and
soliciting such liberal collectionsas would
enable the Committee to employ a suitable
missionary. ‘What the response was we are
not prepared to say, neither are we able to
give any information as to the obtaining of
a suitable missionary. We anxiously await
the report of the Committee for particulars;
but it may surely be expected that this
scheme will have a due place in that forth-
coming document. Should it be determin-
ed to prosecute the Mission to Vancouver's
Island and British Columbia as the Foreign
Mission of the Church, it will never do to
prosecute it in a fitfal, haphazard kind of
way, Let us go into it heartily, or let us
leave it alone.

RECENT decisions and events bearing
upon the subject of Government Educa-
tion in Lower Canada, and bringing out the
disadvantages under which Piotestants
labour, indicate the necessity of some well-
concerted scheme for the protection of
Protestant interests in this important ques-
tion. The time has come when the whole
of the legislative enactments upon the sub-
ject must be carefully investicated and a
bill of grievances prepared. The formation
of & judiciously organized association for
this purpose, with its headquarters in Mon-
treal, and auxiliary branches throughout the
country, seems tlie most likely means of ac-
complishing the end in view. The Com-
missioners of city Protestant schools might
very properly take the lead.

Helns of our @,

CONGREGATIONS.

St. MatraEw's, MoxTreaL—The printed
statement of the managers for the past year
gives full details of their income and expendi-
ure. The former amounts fo $849.12; the

latter, $805.121. Pew rents brought $382.45,
and Sabbath collections, $165.674. A special
offort for improvements on the church realized
$155.821, and a subscription for the Tempora~
lities Fund, $102.23. The manager: have de-
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termiised to crect n manse on vacant ground
belongiag to the chureh, accocding to a plan
subantted to the trusiees. We are giad w0
leara thay this praiseworihy effort for the mints-

ster’s comfurt is meeting with spirited support
from the members.

Duxpas.—The printed reportof the managers
of this congregation, for the year endisg 1st
Mareh last, shows o very congideruble improves
ment in the state of affuirs. The total receipts
amounted to $914.70, composed of the follow-
ing among other items :——pew rents, $503.02;
collections, $110.47; subscriptions, $95; pro-
ceeds from & soivee, $104.46. When the man-
agers took office al the commencement of the
year the liabilities amounted o $365.80 which
they succeeded in reduciug to $192.74, against
whichk they have $120 of available assets, If
parties in arrear with their payments only do
their duty, a continuance of good management
will soon place the financial state of the con-
gregation on & prosperous footing.

V¥ avcuan.~—This Charge cousists of three con-
gregations with as mavy churches and sets of
managers. The report for the past year, which
has appeared in printed form, gives the parti-
culars of ircome and expendiluce, detailed lists
of subscribers' names and of counteibutions to
missions, grateful and encouraging remarks by
tha mpusgers, ard a spirited review of the
state of affuirs temporsl and spiritual by the
minister, the Rev. Donald Ross—the whole
covering nearly eight pages. The subscriptions
for support of ordinunces amount to $s12; or-
dinary Sabbath colicctions to $93.33 ; special
contribations for missionary purposes, $1i1.15;
collections for schemes of the Churel $39. The
amount raised for the Ministers' Widows’ and
Orpbans’ Fund, namely $12, is small for so
large a congregation. The managers express
themselves as highly pleased with the saccess
which has attendc 1 the submission of rheir re-
port in printed form, and justly remack thay if
the response during the past year to the calls
angd claims of Christian doty shall continune, the
cangregation will become more happy, harino-
nious, ang prosperous.

Srt. ANpREW’S, HaMiLTON.~A re-unjon of mem-
bers and friends, at which Rev. R. Barnet, the
micisterof the congregation, presided, was held
in the lecture room of the churck on the evening
of the 23rd March. The programme was of guue
s different nature from that of congrepational
“goirces,” generally. lastead of the usual re-
freshments, there were tables covered with a
choice collection of Chinese and East Indix
carvings in silver, ivory, and saudul wood, in-
laid and fncquer work, kindly fent by a mem-
ber, lang « resident in Iudi, together with
choice engravings, specimens of sei-wied, and
an excellent mirruscope under the enre of the
Rev. Jobn Buraet of Branifurd. 'Phe vestry
was hung with oil paintings by Chinese amd
Russian artists, Crimean wo, hicz, and a beaus
tifuliy-areanged collectiun of antumn leaves,
The last were sold in ai s of one of the charita-
ble cchemes of the conzregation.  The libiary
contained an interesting collection of curiosi-
tics, comprising Hindoo cmived furn ture, an-
tive warkmuaship from Chinx, Japnn, nad the
Fagt Indies, cabinets of shells and shell work
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from Barbadoes and the South Seas, together
with models fiom life of Hlindoos of different
castes, the work of native artists—ihe whols
kindly lent for the occasion by twa or three
members, and two friends from otber congrga-
tions. The evening's entertainment cousisted
alss of a wvery vuried, select programmo of
music by the choir, led by Mr. A. Grossman on
a melodeon lrtely presented to that body by one
of {ts members, interspersed with choice pieces
sung by lady friends and readings by the Rev,
R. Burnet. During tbe intermissions in this
part of the proceedisgs the people cireniated
through the different rooms,examining the arti-
cles provided for their inspection. This meet-
ing was, in a pecuniary point of view, as well
as in other respects, a complete suceess, siford-
ing the utmost gratification to all concerned.
The proceeds were devoted fo the supplement.
ing of the Sesston’s fund for the poor. The
chairman announced arrangements for » second
re-union at an early date, and invited ariicles
of vertu or curiosities of any kind for the oces-
sion from such as may possess them,

Osxasroex.~—The ladies of whis congregation
recently presented Mrs. Dobie with o purse of
money “as a small wark of esteen and affec-
tion for their beloved pastor's wife” The good
example was quickly followeu by the “sierner
sex” in a like testimonial to the Rev. R. Dotie.
On the 28th ult, a deputation, representing
“both brunches ” of the congregution met at
the manse, at Woodlunds, when free-will offer«
ings, amounting te about $100, we believe, wers
presented amid sincere and cordial expressives
of reciprecal good-will on the parv of pastor
and people.

Locmisy. —1Iv the April number of the Chuceh
of Scotland Record, the Rev. Jobn Darroch
acknowledges in dewai] the svm of £279.11.23
stg., consisting of subseriptions and Church
coliections received by bim when in Scotland
recently, in’ 2'd of the fund for building the
new GChurch at Lochiel, and espresses his grati-
tude for the kindness and bospitality e ex-
perienced. The edifice (35 x 52) is expected
to be completed and opened for worship by the
end of this year.

QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY.

Mepicar Granvanox—~The Medical clagses
for the Session bave heen closed. At the nieet~
ing of Convocaton, for the purpose of confer-
ring degrees, in consequence of the serivus il
ness of the Principal, Dr. Witlinmson, as senior
Professor, presided.  The Convention Hali of
the Uaniversity was well filled by Luties and
gentlemen, wad by students and theie sricnds,
After praver and a few remarks by the Hev.
Cluxirman, the degreee of Doctor ot Medicine was
conferred npon fitteen gentlemen whobad finish-
ed their caurse of study, and passed savisfuctonily
the reguired examuamtions.  The nawes of
iwelve stndents who had passed the prmary
examinntion wete anuncunced. De. H. Yates
reud the valedictore adiress, touching cluefly
upon the responsibilities and auties of the mudi-
cal profession, medical ethees, nat the duties of
the public towards dactors, with a refutarion of
the charge of itreligon too olter unjasuly
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brought aoainst them. The address, which was
listened to with great interesi, wus also re-
plete with the soundest moral advice to the
graduates,

Grrr vroM THBE QUREN.— The library of the
University has just received from the Queen s
beautiful copy of the work entitled the * Princi-
ple Speeches and Addressges of lus Royal High-
ness, the Prince Consort,” The vulume is oc-
tava size, bandsomely bound in white morocco,
with gilt edgings. The inscription, to which is
attached the Queen's sutograph, is in the fol-
fowing touching langunge 1

« Presented to the Queen’s College Library,
Kingston, in memory of her great and good
busband, by lis broken hearted widow, Vict0-
nia R

The voiume was accompanied by a letter
from the Governor's Secretary, enclosing a co-
py of the following despateh from the Duke of
Newecastle *—

Downing Street, 25th March, 1864,

My Lonp—Her Majesty bas been graciously
pleased to present to several of the more im-
portant Colomal Libraries copies of the “Prin-
cipal Speeches and Addresses of His Royal
Highoess the Prince Consort.” In conveying
to each of the Libraries mentioned in the mar-
gin, (six priacipal colleges in Canada,)} the copy
which I bave the honour to enclose by the
Queen’s command, you will express Her Majes-
ty’s full assurance that it will be valued a3 &
memento of one who tock & lively interest in
the weltare of each sepearate portion of Her Co-
lopial Empire, and who studied at all times to
promote the diffusion of that sound and useful
knowledge, which is one of the surest founda-
tions of order and prosperity in every commu~
nity, and which, Her Majesty doubts not, these
libraries are the means of spreading in Canada.

I have, eic. NuweasToE.

The many incidents in the life of His late
Royal Bighness which this volume serves to re-
call, and the circumsiances under which the
gift is presented, as well ag the high station of
the noble donor, will render the work deeply
tateresting zud valuable,

MISCELLANEQUS.

Mssmine or Synop—The Synod is indicted
to weet in St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston, on
the first day of June, commesnicing at cleven
o'clock with divine servive, 1t is expected, by
the Moderator, the Rev. Joha Campbell, M.A.,
Rottewasaga.

The Commitiee on Business is appointed to
meet in the same piace on the evening before,
at seven o'cluck. Intimations of business othier
then that to be brought up by reports shou'd
be in the hands of the Clerk not Inter thun the
-+ 27th of May.

Missiosany ApponNtarnts~——The Colonial
GCommitice of the Churcd of Scotland have ap-
pointed the Rev. D. Mucdougall 1o acr as a
missionary within the boundsof the Presby tery
of Loadon.

The Rev. Neil Macdongall, tate of Ardishaig,
Scotland. kas arcived, with a comwmission {rom
the Colonial Committee of the Charch of Scot-
§and o net as a missionary within the bounds
of tho Presbytery of Glengary.
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ELein—Missiox Station.—It is announced
in The Conada Guzetty that applieation will
be made to the present session of Purliament,
for an act to ewmpower the Trastees of tho
Eigin Chureh to coavey all lnnds and tens-
ments belonging to that chureh to the Presby-
tery of Montreal. -

Farxcu Mission —The Montreal Ladies' Aux-
fliary French Mission Association have agreed
to undertake ihe sepport of & missionary to as-
sist the Rev. Jobn &. Tawner in the Uity of
Montreal, leaving to the Synod’s Committve the
selection and appointment of a suituble person.
Such o person can be got and we bope shortly
to kear of an appointment. This will he amost
importany step towards the strengthening and
enlarging of the operations of the Scheme.

Tas Jovexine Mission.—The April number
of the Juvende Presbylerian conuing reports
lately received of alf the orphans supported by
this mission at the Calcuttn Orphoange. The
reports are very favourable, giving highly sutis-
factory indications of the continued usefulness
of the scheme.

8r. Gasrirr Staeet CHURCH, MONTREAL.<w
We have before us a copy of a Bill introduced
by Mr. Morris into the ilouse of Assembly, to
provide for the succession of Trastees to 2he
property of this Ctitrch and the mnuse belong-
tug ta it, and tosettle pending lingation relative
thereto. The Bill recites tue acquisition by
deed, of date 2d April, 1792, of the site of the
Church for whe vse of the Preshyterian congre-
gation of Montreal and their sucerssues, * ac-
cording toand in confirmity with the usnge of
the Church of Scotland, such as it was by law
estublished in Scotlund"—the adoption on
4th April, 1804 of rules providing that no pro-
prictor should vote for o mimster, save one re-
gularly bred o the ministry and licensed by
some regular Presbytery in the Bettish domini-
ons, and professing bis adherence to the laws,
government, and mode of worship of the Estab-
lished Charch of Scotland—the bequest by the
Rev. Jas. Sowmerville, & clergyman of the
Chureh, by his last will of date st Sept., 1834
of £1000 towards the erection of & munse foz"
the minister of the Chureh, and the fulfilment
by Mr. Semerville’s executors (of whom only
one survives) of iheir trust in securing the
ground on which the manse stands and build-
ing the manse, which they did by means of the
funds bequeathed and certain voluntary sub-
scriptions—the approval on 28th Aug, and 24
Sept., 1844, by a mnjority of the congregation
of the conduct of the minority ~f the Ssuod ix':
connection with the Church of Seatland, and
their resotution ta adbwre 1o the Preshyterian
Chuarch of Canada, thereby virtnally an;muiag
alt previons rules inconsistent wish this course
—the rdoption on 30tk June, 1843, of a scrieg
of new rales declaring, amang other shiags, the
Bmiiation of the power of pew propriciors by
the laws of the Presbyverian Church of Canada
~gad the existence since 1844 of two distinet
argauizations of Presbyterinns, namely, the
Preshiyterma Church of Canada in connccrion
with the Chuich of Scotland and the Cannda
Presbhyteran Church. The presmble also siates
thut there ins boon much tivigation as to the
property, between parties belonging to these
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organizations, and that the parties have
agreed to a compromise and petitioned for this
Act to legalize it. The Bill then declares that
the whole property shall belong w the Church
in conneclion with theChurch of Scotland,and ke
managed by a corporation of individuals named
under the style of +* the Trustees of St. Gabriel
Chaurceb,” who skall have all the powers neces-
sary to manage it for the maintepance of one
or more ministers according to the Synod's
Model Constitution, and provides for their suc-
cession until the organization of a congregation
and the adoption by such congregsation cf rules
approved (¥ by the Presbytery of Montreal for
the purpose. The present occupants of \he
Church arc bound to vacate it on 1st Nov,
18635, and the Trustees of St. Gabriel Church
nov constitated are required to pay, to a cer-
tain number of them named in the Act, the sum
of $5600 to he employed Ly them in building a
new Church tv be called Knox Church, of
whichh they are appointed Trustees, the pay-
ment to be made in certain instalments. Fin-
ally,the Bill declares twosuits at present pend-
ing to be discontinued on the footing of cach
party paying their own costs.

Drzp.—At the Manse, Waterdown, C. W
of crrsipelas, on the 24th March, the Rer.
John Skianer, D.D., in the G0th xear of his
age.

 taste for the fine arts.
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years. Coming to this province e was recei-
ved by our Synod on the 15th July, 1853, and
on thé 12th of October following was inducted
to the charge of London. From London he was
removed to the charge in which he died, be-
coming minister ¢f Nelson and Waterdowa, on
31st October, 1855,

The Docter’s father, William Skinner, was a
merchant at Auchtermuchty. By bis mother
he wasa great-grand-son of the celebrated
divine, Rev. Ralph Erskine of Dunfetmline, one
of the founders of the United Presbyterian
Church, and be had several relatives in the
ministry, men of great excellence. He was
himself possessed of high scholarly aitainments
having epjoyed in youth cducational advanta-
ges wdich faii to the lot of but few. Besides
ciuer accomplishments he had considerable
His theological lore
was extensive and accurate, and as translator
and annotator of Witsius on the Creed, he carn-
cd some distinction. As a minister he was
most methodical in all his work, sound and an-

- imated in his preaching, fervent in devotion,

Dr. Skinner's first charge was in Partick, .

near Glasgorw, Scotland, where he was settled,
soon after obtaining license, over a congrega-
tion belonging to onc of the dissenting bodies
of Presbrterians, and where he remsined twelve
or fourteen years. Having emigrated to the
United States he accepted n eall toa large and
influcntial congregation in Lexingion, Western
Virginia, where he continued some thirteen

vivacious and agreeable in conversation.

Diep.—At Markham, C. W, on the 22nd
Feb., James Daniels, aged $4 years. Mr.
Danicls was onc of the first ordained to the
cidership in Markham. Uniil recent infirmitices
unfitted him, he was an active and zealous
member of the congregation and Kirk-session,
which he frequently represented in Preshytery
and Syned.  He took a lively interest in all
the schiemes of the Church, to which he contri-
buted liberaliy. Qaict and unassuping in
manners, kind in disposition, and carnest in
purpose, he was respected by all who knew
him. As a friend, a ucighbour, nnd office-
bearer in the Church, his pame will long be
cherished with affectionate regard.

Correspondence.

To the Edilor of the Preshylcrica.
THE HYIN BOOR.

Sir,—1 perceive in rour last number twa ar
tcles on the sabject of the Hrmn Roak receal-
Ir publishied by the Comait'ee of Syned It
may be s well to statle, belore the discussion
procecds any further, and in order 1o prevent
misapprehengion, that there is no wish on iLe
art of the Commitice to L2 a Hyma Book
on the Church, or o hury legisiation on the
subject.  The Syned having reguested the
opinien of Treshyteries on Dr. Amaol's col-
lection, it occuiTed 1o e that if 2 Hymn Reok
were wanted 2 better collccthion mighs e formed

withont dificaity, and the thing was conse- ;
)
preference, or fromm want of proper atiention, of

quently done.  Whean 2 Committer was after-

wands appointed by the Syaed, it was thonght |
that the best way of proceeding, for obtainiag | treated on which there zre resily no good
ke judgment of the Church and exciling a | hymns. It s sometime before & trae judgment

proper interest ia thematter, wounld be the put-
lication of a voluine containing such hiymns as
in the juéament of the Commiitee might oe aé-
vaniageously amploved in worship.  To take
such action as this is in heeping with the ad-
Tancing siale of hymnology, sad with the gen-
cral interest at present manifested on the sui-
ject. Ifthe collection is not gpenerally approved.
Ict it passinlo cbiiv.an.  If 3 betier can be
formed, let menns be taken for the purpose.
ftut the adeption of 2 collection by the Srned
is a different maticr, 2ad shonld be slowly and
cazlionsly done. As has been properiy ob-
served by ot of Your costespondents, there is
in cvery colleciion of hymns seme that are in-
ferior, Gading admission. through & mistaken

sozacliTnes from 2 wish o Jave certain subjccts
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.5 reached in the case of particular hymns, many
persons beimg inclined to turn away at first
from what is intrinsically superior, simply be-
cause it appears in a new or siightly different
form. The sifting process should take place
before the sanction of the Church is sought, not
after a collection bas passed into use.

Neither can we forget thc sirong opposition
which the Faraphrases encountered from a great
many, nor the high conservative spirit dis-
played throughont by cur church on all mat-
ter3 of form and worsbip.  Itis pretiy certain
that a similar opposition will be arrared
against any proposal to eniarge our psalmody.
So that the Church requires to proceed cautious-
15, not shunning the obligation of strivingafter
what is right, but paying all possible deference
10 existing feelings.

At the Reformation the Charches of England
and Scotland fell back upon the Psalms of
Darvid, and these continued for generations to
hold an cxciusive place in public worship. As
inspired writings, and, from their intrinsic su-
periority, the best of all sacred songs, we rust
assign to them the principal place in the wor-
ship of God. Yect wo arc not surprised that
both churches should have mored in the mattér,
and cither by legislation orin actual practice
added to their psalmody. For the Psalter can-
not be rightly regarded as & complete treasury
of sacred song. Itis notcxbaustive of a Chris-
tan’s sentiment, Ro more than the Lord’s prayer
iz of & Christian’s supplication. Christ is
present only in prophecy.

The Paraphsses have answered their purpose
admirably. There is nothing gained by un-
mcasated praise of themall. Many of them are
cxceedingly beautiful.  Others cannot be great-
v commended, and bave been practically of
littie use.  Weare indebted to Watts and Dod-
4ridge, Logan, Marison, and a few others for
this compendicm that we so much csteem.
fave we exhausted cither the subject matter or
the resonrces of sacred soag by this collection
from these writers? No one can say so with
‘ruth and jastice.  With the Psalms and Para-
rhrases & minister is often perpicxed from the
wantof a hymn, which will give apposite ex-
pression to the subject of the day, and strike
the chard which he has been himselfl tenching.
A greatdeal is lost in our chureh service from
want of this direciness, and from one heing
compelled to fall hack too frequently upon a
fex Paraphrascs. which bave to daduty fara
wide frld cfsabjects, Not ean we place the wri-
ters we have meationed spon a platfomm abore
all oshers.  We bave writers of equal, some of
‘zpesion,repatation and saccess. What is requir-
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ed for our church is not tbat there should be a
rigid turning away from everything which has
not beenrpublicly Jur own, however eminent the
service it has rendered clsewhere or decp the
interest excited privately among our % peo-
ple ; but that thers shontd be great care taken
in adding to our stores of psalmody, that sim-
plicity, elevation, strength, and freedom from
all gross and vulgar faults should be its char-
acteristics, that we should seek excellence and
fitness rather than quantity, and that the church
should gather in from age to age the best
bymas as they appear.

With regard to the collection which basbeen
issued, it is not pretended that itis either very
complete or very systematic. It is simply an
attempt to bring together the bast hymns, such
as they are.  Of course they have been made to
fall, to some exteut, into order, for convenience
of access. Some subjects bave been bountifally
treated by our hymn writers, others bave been
oveslooked. On certain favourite topics there
is a great number of good hymus, and yet the
limited extent of the collection will prevent the
admission of more than two or three, & necas-
sity which, I trust, critics will rcmember in
pointing out favouritc hymns of their owa
which have been 1eft out. The question is not
whether these bymns sre good, but whether they
arc cqual to others which bave been inserted on
tho same subject. That there should be inevery
collection however carcfully formed, a fow
bymas fulling below the general standard of
the book, arises priacipally, we suspect, from &
wish to inciudc certsia subjects, on which there
is a dearth of good hymns. As the abject of this
collection was rather to Jring together the
best hymns than to give the whole a certaia
mould, there is considerable latitude of style,
perhaps more than the Synod may be disposed
to <anclion.

The most of its hymas are from Englisk
sourcex, but a number of them are from the
Latia and German.  Of the great superiority
of both the latter there can be no doubt. Their
intraduction iate our hymnology will very
soon maiseits character.  When wc consider the
wide exicat of time that the Latin hymas cover,
that they are generaliy the product of seasons.
when the beast of the charch was stirved snd
sought veat forits feeling in song. and that as
a tole it is only the best hysgas that cza live
throagh many ages, we shall not be surpriced
at their superiority. The Mamiag and Evening
hrmas of ke Ambrosian period, onc o twe
specimens of which will be fotnd in the begin-
ning of the volume, ane unsorpassed for theit
union of power and simplicity and the healthy
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abjective aspect in which they present truth.
There is great variety in the style of the Latin
hymans. With some of these styles we have only
to get familiar in order to feel the relief they
afford from the monotony which has'been too
characteristic of English hymnology. Sv long
as we are not familiar with them tkey are of
course in danger of being bastily condemned
and disposed of.

I necd not say anything of the richness and
power of the German bynms, as the factis fust
becoming patent to all the reading people of
England.

1 regret very much that the notes,which were
prepared for publication as an appendix to the
hymns, were not printed, as they furnished full
information, so far as it could be had, with re-
gard to the authorsbip of the hymas, and stated
in every casc where a departure from the ori-
ginal was nccessary, what the variation was.
These notss arercady for the press. Some dis-
couragement was thrown on the printing of
them, and they were therefore kept back.

I have no wish to take up in detail the com-
maunications of the twin brothers, Jacob and
Esau. There is scarcely a thing mentioned
which does not adwnit of a satisfuctory answer,
but it would take up too much space and time
to notice each animadversion.

Jacob is a great admirer of a collection pub-
lisbed under the sanction of the Bishops of Tor-
outo nud Ontario. I Lave scena Toronte collee-
tion which was in the main o reprintof an Eng-
lish work, flymas dncienf and Modern. 1 have
heard since that its original was in circulation
in the dioccee of Ontario. I supposc therefore
that it is Hymas Ancicat and Medera whichare
now circulating in the two dioceses under the
jointepiscopal authority.  Ifso I agree eaiircly
with Jzcob in his heariy admimtion of the col-
lection. Itisby far the ablestand best collection
of hymuns that kas appeased in England, and its
appearance forms an ¢poch in Eaglish hymao-
logy, from iheahility, care, 12sie, and liberality
displayed in it The best talent of the Church of
Ragland has been empleyed upon it Its views
are rather high for many in ile Church of Eag-
1and, aud 1 suspect it would be no faveurite in
the western diocese, where the Low Chureh s
triumphanl.  There is this peculiariis about it
that it alters the original a good deal, gencrally
with good taste.  In the by mns adverted 1o by
Jacod, 1 kave followed the original as may be
fouad by reference o Bishop Ken, Miss Eltioty,
aud Charles Wesley. Mr. Lyic’s touching hrmn
Abide with e, 1 was compelled 1o alier in the
last line, and itis ont of ihe fow departures
from the origival contzined in the volume. It
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was something very different from squeamish-
ness, which led me to recast the beginning of
the line, Hold thou thy cross before my closing
eyes. I would just as soon have thought of
inserting the Stabat Mater from the same vol-
ume as of offering this line to a Presbyterian
Church. In relation to the third verse of the
same hyma Jacob speaks without book, when he
says, that my rendering is Jess expressive than
the author’s. If he consults Lyte, or should be
not bave the opportunity, Palmer, in bis Book
of Praise, who makes it a point always to give
the original, and strenuously protests against
interference with authors, he will find that the
form I have given is the original.

Jacob speaks very cavalierly of onc or two
hymans in the collectien, particulzrly of one of
which [ am no great admirer, but which wasin-
trcduced as a specimen of the Narrative Hyma so
rauchin use iojthe earlychurch—*“Sing my tongue
the Saciour's glory.” Narrativein song is gslegi-
timate ascitber doctrine or sentimeat. There are
some excellent specimens of thiskind of hymn iz
the Psalms of David and the Border Minstrelsy
proves how uscful it may be in transmitting his-
torical facts frem generation to generation, and
how decply it may lic in the iearts of the people.
If Jacob will turn to an cxcellent arlicle on
Hymnology in theQuarti rly about two years ago
he will find this hyma spoken of in very different
terms from those he has employjed. 1tis by
Venaniius Fortunatus, Bishop of Poictiers.

Jacob proceeds to say *“In thus comparing
the two books I do not hold up the onc asa
model of what the other ought to be, for 1 find
o of tae Commillee's worsl kymus, the T3rd and
the 147tk in the English book, besides a good
many others that might with advantage be ex-
puaged.”

The two hymns, which cceupy this inglorions
position in the judgment of Jaceb are Monigo-
mery’s beautifal hawman on the T2ad Psaim,
Hail to the lords Jroinled, which I have
been accusiomed 10 rank ameng the very
first of our English bymns, and a hrma
thatis even ssperior to it, though just ¢ ming
o be known in an English garb, Beinard the
Mozk of Clugny's fine hymn on Ieaven—but
forming the concluding jart of & larger porm,
cntitied, Oa lk¢ conteapl of the serid, beginning
Hre breve ivitur.  Tleve are two hamns in e
volume, cach in three paris, the one we have
referred to, by the Monk of Clugany, and tho
othet by his more ccichmated cousin, St. Ber-
ortd, on the Name of Jesus, Hyma 109, which
resemble eack other in their surpassing sweet-
ness and spirituality of tone. 1 mustsay that
I feel disappuinied whea I 6ind hymas of un-
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questionable superiority, not only reviewed !
wwithout appreciation, but hastily spoken of with
language of unmeasured contempt.

Had the collection of hymns been o little
iarger, some of those mentioned by Esau would
have been included.  Toplady's Blow ye the
trumpet blow is a noble hymn, one of the most
perfect in its structure. 1t was before the Com-
mittee, but one of its members thought there
was a little too much blowing of the trumpet,
every verse beginniag with the same line, and
50 1t was left out.

Jesus Christ is risen to-day,
Qur triumphant holyday,

15 too manifestly an Easter byam for our church.
So with Sir Robert Graot's fine Litany, the last
line of every verse is too manifeslly Anglican.
Hear our sofema Litany is very fine, but it would
searcely suit us. Doddridge’s Confirmation
Hyma, O kappy day, is one of his best. It is
very appropriately used at Confrmation and
by Revivalists, but whea could it be used in
our church ? It would not suit the Communion.
Will Ezau be so good a$ to Jook at it again?
Addison’s hymn was written for a special occa-
sion, and comes rather awkwardly into gencral
nse.  Kebice's Morning hyma i3 ingerted as it is
found ia Hymas Ancicot and Modern, where it
was doubtless placed by himsclf;as his assistance
is gratefally acknewledged in the prefuce. The
cight lines of Heber on the Communion might
be inserted. But our people are vers mach at-
tached to the 35th Paraphrase,and it is uaneces-
sary to malliply hymas on the Communion.
There are three in the collection.

Nearer my God o Lacr,

1 do not think atall suitable for diviac service,
thougha very pretty conceit. There are several
of Gowper's hymas in the collection, of surpass-
ing excellence.  In others he has been less
happy. There was every wish to make usc of
Cowper, so thatif his hymns are {eft ong, it is
from some good reason. Of the few transla-
tions of the psalms given, there ave several by
Lyte, manifestly saperior, 2and certainly not in
the style of Tate and Brady. There areseveral
/lso by Dr. Watts, ont or two of which might
be lelt oot, bot surely we must retxin & Jesus
skall reign wherder the sun,”™ and  Q, God our
help in ages past™  There is one actually
‘rom Tatc and Brady, on the 34th psalm, which
might be left ont, though a good revsion. Dr.
Ken'c Morning and Evening Hymns are given
with "Glory” snbstitated for ¢ All praise,” in ac-
<cordance with the almost universal castom.
With this exception the origiast is followed,

save in the omission of verses.

137

I had better stop or you will not be able to
print my letter. Nothing would give me greater
pleasure than to find in your columns a spirited
discussion on the subject of hymns. Thee are
some persons who affect to sueer at hymns. [
necd not say that the day is past for that, and
that it is a subject which will have sooner or
later to engage the attention of the Church. A
hymn has its work to do as well as a sermon,
and every good hymn should be welcome to
those who love and feel the truth. It isan in-
strummeat of great power. Instead of dragging
down the hymnology of the Church to the level
of our owa positiva, we should strive to rise to
the enjorment of all that God has provided for
our advantage. We may nced a little training.
Let us aspire to it.  Whatever cxcellences may
belong to us as a Church we are somewhat be-
hind in cur P:almody; and ministers and peo-
ple will be on the right road to comfort and
prosperity, when they stir themselves in this
important matter.

There is a point, by the way, to which I had
better refer before closing, and to which my at-
tion has been drawn by a private correspond-
ent, who expressed his regret that so many of
the hymns should not be of the ordinary meas-
ures. We must leave out a large proportion of
the best hymns, if we include only the Common
Long,and Short Mctre. The almost universal use
of one measure in the Psalter and Paraphrascs
may be convenient, bat it cannot do justice to
the changing spirit and tonc of the sacred
verse. Nor is the Common Metre by any means,
the one which would be chosen for the most
sublime or impassioned scrtiment. It is fitting
that in the sereice of the Church, the measures
employed should be simple and solemn, bat
sariety is necessaty for expression aad cffect;
and there can be little doabt that our hymn
writers are returning to the right method, when
they cease to restrain their mase by the meas-
ures actually in use, and, withoat neglecting
them, choose others which may be better adap-
ted to their steain. More than half the hymas
in the dook arc in the ordinary measures. Two
or three measares, such as s, and 6s xnd Ts,
casy 10 learn,and for which there are many well
known and superior tanes, form the balk of the
remainder.  Old tanes are Gear to us all, and 1
never feel so comfortable as when one of the
oldest is swelling through the bailding. Soars
old fricads and old associ. *lons dear. Ratall
these old things were once new, and we should
neser have had them on the principle by which
some wonld seem to be guided, that everytding
aew isan abomination and cverything different
a sin.
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One of the most obvious and legitimate
methods of creating a subordinate interest in a
congregation is by the cultivation and practice
of sacred music. Probably future generations
will find it difficult to believe the barbarous
condition, in which many of us in the present
age have been with regard to music——gifted by
God with ear and voice, with mind and feeling,
and yet as ignorant as saveges of a simple
science, which children might acquire, and
which, by the way, they ought to acquire, at
school ; of & science which is necessary for the
proper worship of God, and which ofall scieaceg
must be tenderly regarded, as we approach the
loftier existence where we shall sing God’s
praises for ever. The first attempts at science
are often rude and provoke contermpt, and the
spirit sometimes displayed by those who are
puffed up witha little knowledge i3 vesy un-
seemly in connection with sacred things.
This will be the case until there is a more gen-
cral diffusion of knowledge and skill. But things
are fast coming round, and the master i3 abroad.
I trust we shall soon see something like a gea-
eral interest in the music of the Church. When
that ig the case, we shall not be frightened at
s new tune, but hail every fresh accession to
our means of praise.

I am yours truly,
Frascis Nicot.

OCR FOREIGN MISSION SCHEME.

Sir,~I take the liberty of submitting a few
temarks on the state of our proposed Foreign
Nission, in the bune that the insertion of them
in your next issuc may cousist with your ideas
of propriety.

To facilitate clear and correct ideas on the
subject, 1 shall glance at the history ofit. For
quite & number of years the desirablencss of in-
sbtuting a ission to Vancourer's Island and
British Columbia was brought before theChurch;
An Overture was transmitted from the Presby-
tery of Guelrh to the Synod which met at To-
ronto in 1862, praying that the Synod, cither
in conjunction with the Church of Scotland or
from its own resources, would, af oace, or with
the least possible delay, cemter upon the great
Missionary work of the Churck in Vaacouver's
Island snd British Coluombia, by sending one
or moro Missionaries to take the pastoral over~
sight of the members of the Church there resid-
ing, and 1o advance the caunse of Christ in the
salvation of souls in that vasi and inviting
field. I can confidently testify that I never
saw the Synod, and I have known it now for a
g00d many years, enter into agy object with
more apparent cordiality and unanimity thau
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into this one. The proposal was most warmly
approved of and agreed to. Here i3 the deliver-
ance of the Synod withrespect to it—‘‘That the
Synod adept the Overture, and, acknowledging
the urgent claims of Vabncouvers Island and
British Columbia upon the Christian considera-
tion and missionary enterprise of this and the
Parent Church, and deeming the present a fa-
vourable opportunity for attending to the said
claims, refer the subject of the Overture to the
following Committee appointed to take charge
of the Forcign Scheme for the ensuing year,
namely”—(Then follow the names of the Com-
mittee, and of an Execative Committee) ......
‘*with instructions to renew correspondenceon
the subject of the Overture with the Parent
Church, and take such steps as may be neces-
sary, wisely, yet with as little delay as possible
to give practical effect to the proposal ;—
which motion passed unanimously.” (Print-
ed Minutes of Synod for 1862.)

Ope would have thought that withsuch a de-
termination expressed by the Synod and such
instructions, the course of action to be takenon
the part of the Executive Commitice was very
obvious. Nothing however was heard of the
business beyond surmise and rumour until the
next meeting of the Synod, which took place
at Montreal last summer. No meeting of the
Committce was ever called either while the
Sypod was at Moatreal or previously. The
minutes of Synod of June 5th, 1863, state that
¢ The Report of the Forecign Mission Scheme
was read by Principal Leitch, It was moved
by Mr. Borthwick and scconded by Mr. T. Mac-
pherson, That the Synod, baving beard the re-
port, is very much gratified bs the missionary
zeel displayed therein, yet, considering that the
Church represented by this Synod is not now
prepared to enter into the scheme propounded
with reference to the Jews, but still believing
that cvery Christian church must be of necessity
a missionary church, and sceing that the wants
of our brethren oathe West Coast of this conti-
nent arc of more urgent accessity than the
scheme referred to, this Synod hopes that steps
will be taken as soon as proclicable to organize
amistion to Vancouver's Isiand and British
Columbia. It was moved in amendment by Mr
Snodgrass, seconded by Mr. Black, and carried
by a large msjority, That the Synod receivethe
report, and inasmuch as the Synod did iast
year express itself hopefully, in regard both to
the institution of A mission to Vancouver's Is-
land and British Colombix, and to the continu-
ance of the Jewish Mission, now direct the
Committee to make ase of that portion of the
fonds raised for the Jewish Mission for that
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surpose if they see fit, but at the same time re-
new the expression of their deep sense of the
urgent claims of Vancouver’s Island and British
Columbia upon thc'missionary enterprise of the
Church, and solicit iu their behalf the attention
of the Committee, which i3 hereby re-appoiat-
ed.?

In thereport referred to not a syllable, 1 think,
was contained about Vaacouver's Island and
British Columbia, & fact which alone was fit-
ted to raise the suspicion of the friends of mis-
sivng in the Synod, that all was not right.
Beyrout was recommended as a suitable place
to which a missionary could be sent for the spe-
cial beneiit of the Jews there. Ceylon also
was suggesied as a feasible ficid for missionary
work.

I believe it is not too much to say thata con~
siderable proportica of the Synod—comprising
acarly all the missionary elerent—felt that the
Srnod was stultified by such a report presented
und carried, witbout onc meeting of the Com-
mitiee having ever been beld. 1t would, I ap-
prehend, have given a more correct impression
of the state of parties if the mioute had run—
that » large minority of the meeling swere op-
posed to the amendment which carried. .

It was argued in the discussion that took
diace that the Synod had, at the mecting of the
previous year in Toronto, relinguisked its Jewish
Mission, and though this was loudly contradic-
ted, an appeal to the decision of 1862 will go
far to corroborate the affirmative view. 1 quote
agsio from the minutes of 1862.  * The Report
of the Committee and Treasurer’s Statement of
the Jewish and Forcign Mission Scheme having
been read, it was moved by Mr. Campbell (Not-
tawasaga), seconded by Mr. Bell, and passed
unanimously, That the Synod receive the Re-
port; thank the Committee, and Mr. Morris, the
Treasvrer, for continued zeal and eaergy in the
management of their trust: while regretting
the resignation of Dr. Epstein, yet bope thathe
naay be sustained in his noble resolution of Ja-
bouring without expense to the church, and
tzast that its liberality may still be put forth as
Providence may open us & door of usefulness;
and express grest satisfaction at the liberal
co-operation of their brethren in the Lower
Yrovinces.”

If that deliverance be associated twith the
other given by the Synod of the same yoar re~
speeting Vancoaver’s Jsland and British Col-
ambia, surely it is cquivalent to a8 withdrawal
from the Jowish mission. If it be not, it is un-
donbted! 5 equivocal. [ am awarc thata ma-
jority of .ast Synod scemed to be of & differeat
opinion, but no onc needs to be told that ama-
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jority sometimes includes many who have not
given ecarnest and suflicient attention to th
busginess upon which they are voting.

As regards the Island of Ceylon it was refer-
ved to in the Synod of 1862. What wag then
said necd not here be repeated. It may boyw-
ever be observed, that however praiseworthy it
may be on the part of the Rev. Mr. Sprott or
his fricuds to seck to obtain from our Canadian
Church an additional missionary or minister for
that impartant island, it does notseem fitting to
spead our energies in that way. What the en-
lightened mind and Christiag heart of our
church desires, is, not to send 1o some Jewish
or Foreign field, s solitary, an isolated, or a
supplemental labourer to co-operate with any
chureh, even the Church of Scotland, but to
found a mission whick we may cherish with our
prayers, our contributions, and our best efforts.
All (his might now bave been going on had it
not been for the unhappy and upjustifiable
procedure that has been narrated.

In July last a Circular was sent toeach min-
ister asking for a congregational collection in
a3d of a mission to Vancouvers Island and
British Golumbia. We had in this fact a tacit
acknowledgment that the minority of the Sy-
nod were right in their vi:w. Without however
wishing to dwell on the blameworthiness that
must attach to the course followed—leading te
our present pitiable state, as respects our mis-
sion, 1 prefer submitting the way in which I
trust, we may, with the disine blegsing, recover
ourselves, again eanter the mission field, and
hope for good suceess.

First, then 1 propose that we transfer all
Jewish moneys at our disposal (including the
Jate Dr. Aiton's) to the Jewish Committeo of
the Church of Scotland. If any of our minis-
ters or licentiates desires to give bimself to the
work of the Master in conncction with the Jews
he can quite as well be employed by the Home
Church as by this.

Secondly, I propose that the Synod should
retura to the rosition it assumed in 1862 so
Lopefulls.  Though Vancouver's Island and
British Columbdia arc more pre-occupicd now
than they were two years ago, and otherwise we
have not the advantages which then prescated
themselves, still we bave many members and
adberents in Victoria, Westminster, and other
places, for whom we ought to care, and who
may be mwourning our meglect. I soc tweaty
doilars acknowlicdged in the last number of the
«Juvenile Presbyterian,” from a lady—* Mrs.
Bisset of Britisk Columbia,” in connection with
the Orpbanage Scheme. s not this example fit-
ted to stimulate us? .
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It may be replied, the Church of Scotland has
sent out & missionary to that field, and there-
fore we need not send there. This, however,
is not information sufficient to decide that
we are not called on to institute this mission,
a mission that may take root in the land and
epread its ministry and congregations, until
they in turn become aggressively a missionary
body to many a region beyord. Our ideas
ought to be just and comprehensive. If our
church in Canada is uncertain as to what ought
to be done respecting Vancouver's Island and
British Columbia, let ber send a Delegation to
visit our brethren there and to ascertain rae po-
sition of things. Let this Delegation :eport to
a Committee authorized by the Synod to take
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prompt and wise action. This Committee, I
venture 1w suggest, should have its convener
and exccutive in connection with the Presby-
tery of Toronto, the largest Presbytery of the
Chureh, specially interested in the North-west,
and of excellent missionary capability. 1f this
arrangement were acceded to, the western por-
tion of our church would be led to manifest &
very lively interest in its success.

In the department of finance I am confident
that if a proper mission were in healtbful ope-
ration, our christian people would respond to
apy appeal liberally and adequately.

I am Sir, yours respectfully,
A WesTeny Max.

April 11, 1864.

Articles  @onumunteated.

—

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF UNIVERS!-
TIES—THE PRINCIPLES OF THEIR GOV-
ERNMENT.

By Proressorn MorrAY.

The term Universitas was originally ap-
plied to any number of persons or things
taken all together as a whole  In its ap-
pliration to persons, it came during the
middle ages to signify any collection
of individuale, who either were mercly
classedd together in thought or were incor-
porated into a society for the promotion of
some connmon purpose. In the latter sense
it was employed 10 denote cither a munici-
pal or an avademical bodv, anc in its aca-
demical apphcation it might refer to the
whole of the teachers, or to the whole of
the scholars, or to the whole of both, as
well as 10 the whale of both divided either
according to fuculty, or according to coun-
try, or according to faculty and country.

The application of the name Cniversitas
to an cducational establishment probably
began witn the educational establishments
themseives which were designated by the
name.  The first ordinance of the Univer-
sity of Paris, in which it is used, is one
issued by Pope Innocent III. in 1215;
and this academical usage continued for
sometime to be distinguished from the muni-
cipal by some such explanatory addition, as
Universitas magistrorum ¢t scholarium.
The origin and early history of Universities
it is difficult to discover. We know that
Charlemagne, among other measures which
he adopted for the introduction of learmng
into his empire, ordained that schools should
be instituted Yy the bishops in connection

with their cathedrals, and by monks in
connection with their monasteries. Pos-
sibly it was through some of these schools
that Universities came into cxistence, but
it is certain that they had grown into cele-
brated places of resort by students before
they received that civil recognition and
those civil privileges by which they after-
wards became what we understand by the
name of University. Even in theeleventh
century the fame of Lanfranc, whom Wil-
liam the Conqueror saw to be fitted for the
difficult position of first Norman Archbis-
hop of Canterbury, attracted large numbers
to the Monastery of Bee in Normardy, and
among them the young Piedmontese, An-
selm, by whom the fame of the Munastery,
as a theological school, was perpetuated, and
who afterwards succeeded his teacher in
the primacy of England. It wasnottillat
least the middie of the twelfth century,
however, that any school became incorpor-
ated into an University, and the carliest
which reccived this recogniticn were those
of Bologna and Pariz. To thelatter almost
incredible multitudes were attracied by the
brillant theological speculations of the un-
happy Abelard, and the latter had been
raised into the first school of Jurisprudence
in Kurope by the lectures of Irnerius.

The Constitution giver to these Univer-

| sities at their first incorporat'on I nced not

describe in detail, s I have a specific pur-
pose in referring to them ut all.  That
Constitution, it is oaly nccessary to say,
was thoroughly democratic; the patronage
and government of the Universities were
cntrusted to themselves; and this Consti-
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tution has been the model of all similar
establishments. The self-patronage and
self-zovernment granted to these old Uni-
versitics was indeed nothing more than a
recognition of the manner in which they
had originated. Many of the schools in
Paris and Bologna had been formed by a
number of students requesting sowme cele-
brated master to deliver a course of lee-
tures on a specified subject in one of the
faculties, engaging at the syme time to pay
him a certain Zonorarium for his labours.
This was essentially the plan on which
classes were formed, even after the Univer-
sitics were incorporated, and the degrees or
honours, to which studentsadvanced by at-
tendance and examination, attained a defi-
nite significance. * Even at the stage of
bachelorhood, which seems to have been
transferred to academic life from some
subaltern military rank (das chevatier 2),
the student acquired the right of teaching
in the University, and, indeed, after some
years’ attendance, might obtain the right
by special licence, before graduating as ba-
chelor ; but when he proceeded to the high-
est degree of Master or Doctor in his facul-
ty, he did not gain the privilege, but came
under the obligation to lecture. The title
of Magister or Doctor in fact was that by
which voluntary lecturers were designated
before it became stercotyped into a degree
or rank to which onc could be advanced
only by the authority of an University,
The last degree then in any faculty really
meant, what its title implics, that the stu-
dent promoted to it had mastered his de-
partment so thoroughly as to be able to
teack, or as it was termed, regerc; and
accordingly he was called Regens, unless
exempted by special dispensation, in which
case he was said to be Non-Regens.  More-
over, the period of compulsory regency was
limited ; in my first Alina Mater, for exam-
ple; the University of Glasgow, which was
founded on the model of Bologna, it exten-
ded only to two years (lectura ad bicnnium).

At first no other provision was made for
cartying on the work of the Universities,
but by means of the Mugitri Regentes
with the assistance of the Bachelors and
Licentiates who lectured under them ; and
this it was that rendered the law compel-
ling regency absolutely indispensable. In
these carlier times, morcover, men never
dreamt of those splendid endowments which
are now regarded as essential to the efficien-
ey of an University. The regents were
supported and other expenses met wholly
from the fee or pastus which they were en-
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titled to charge from cach of their scholars;
and from the crowds which were attracted
to the class-room of a distinguished lccturer,
the more readily as Latin was the univer-
sal language of the learned, many amass-
ed a considerable fortune. In Universities
where the number of voluntary regents was
such as to meet the demands of the stu-
dents, the dispensation from regency was
obtained with greater ease, and it became
more common to graduate without the in-
tention of lecturing.  Another innovation,
also, in the mode of remunerating the
teachers was soon introduced after the Uni-
versity had been once incorporated, and
helped to scparate more thoroughly the
mere degree or rank of Master from the
actual performance of ite duties. The pay-
ment of afixed salary was, perhaps, first in-
troduced into the University of Bologna;
for I find that in 1279 the students agreed
to give, instead of the pastus from each, a
certain aggregate sum to a Master for a
course of lectures, and in the following year
the city consented, on the petition of stu-
dents, to pay a specified sum to the Canon-
ist Garsias for a series of prelections on the
Decretum. Ten years afterwards, 1289,
two salaried loctureships were instituted,
and their number was continually increased,
while other Universitics began to imitate
the example set by Bologna. To these sa-
laried regeuts, who taught gratuitously, was
given, about the sixteenth century, the title
of Professorcs, which, as you are aware,
had been already applied to teachers among

the post-Augustan Romans. It is easy to

‘ sec how, when an adequate nuwber of sala-
' ricd professorships was established, the lec-

tures of the unsalaried graduates, to whom
the pastus had to be paid, were deserted ;
and, accordingly, the most of students at
the present day, on advancing to a degree,
are altogether unaware of the privileges or
duties of their rank.

To be continued.

THE HABITABLENESS OF THE MOON.
BY PRINCIPAL LEITCH.

As a mere matter of calculation it is im-
prubable that our world should be the only
whabited world throughout space.  Then
assuming that the various plane's are in a
state of cooling fiom being in an lucandes-
cent state, it is probable that other planets
! besides the carth woull pass through that
i phase, fisting them for the abod:: of living
beings.  Some may not have reached that
stage, others may have passed beyond it.
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The next question is, have we any evidence
as to any of the planets or satellites being
in the same life stage as our own planct ?
We cannot well determine this except by
telescopic observation. The moon is, by
far, our nearest ncighbour. Light takes only
about a second to come from the moon,
whereas it requires eight minutes to come
from the sun. We know the moon much
better than any other heavenly body, and
thus it is matter of anxious inquiry whether
it gives any proof of being habitable. We
have sufficient optical power to discover
traces of cities and cultivated patches of
country, but though we should make no
discovery of such, we would not necessarily
be led to the conclusion that there are no
inbabitants. The great point is to ascer-
tain whether the conditions of life exist
there as on our earth, and if we find such
conditions, a great probability will be
afforded that there are inhabitants. The
prime condition is that there should be a
solid foundation on which the inhabitants
may dwell. The telescope satisfies us on
this point. It shows us thdt itisnot fluid or
gaseous, and the law of gravitation proves
that the matter of which it is made is
about half the weight of the matter of our
globe. We find that the Burface of the
moon is very much like that of our own
globe. There are mountains and vast plains.
There are innumerable volcanic craters
and solitary peaks. The volcanic craters
are on a scale far exceeding those on the
surface of the earth. These are some 60
miles in diameter, 17,000 feet deep, with
central conc 5,000 feet high. The highest
mountain in the moon is 24,000 feet, being
very much higher than Mount Blanc. The
highest mountain on our globeis 28,000
but in proportion tothe sizeoi'the respective
spheres, the highest mountain in the sun is
four times bigher than the highest on the
carth. The rims of craters, peaks, and
mountain ranges are higher than on the
earth generally from the circumstance that
the material-is not so dense, and the gra-
vity of the moon is so small that the same
materials would weigh six times less at the
moon than upon the earth. A stout gen-
tleman of 18 stone would only weigh on
the moon as much as a child of 3 stone;
and if he rctained the same muscular
strength, he could perform astonishing feats
of agility ; he could clear broad rivers and
the highest fences at a bound. From the
facility of raising great blocks of stone we
would expect stupendous structures in the
moon. However, no traces of buildings
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have been discovered, and, what is more, no
trace has been found of the prime condi-
tions of life in this globe—air and water.
The scas of former days have all disap-
peared under improved telescopic pover,
and our means of detecting the existence
of an atmosphere is so perfect that if there
was the two-thousandth part of th~ atmos-
phere of our globe we could detect it. But
no trace whatever has been found. It
may be said that inhabitants may have
been created to Hve witheut air. But the
question is one of probability, not of possi-
bility. It might as well be maintained that
inhabitants might be created who could
live amidst the molten waves of the sun,
or on the cthereal particles of the comet:
The moon had probably once an atmos-
phere and seas like the carth, but these have
disappeared by the cooling down of its
mass. Supposing that she was once in a
molten state, sbe would cool about fifty
times faster than the earth ; and it is proba-
ble that if ever she had a life period it is
now long past. The cevtral heat of our
globe prevents the air and water from dis-
appearing in the interior; but werc the
interior sufficiently cooled, it is probable
that both the air and water of the earth
would similarly disappear.

A discovery has, however, been lately
made which still renders it possible that
the moon may be-inhabited. 1t has been
found by the Danish astronomer, Hemsen,
that the centre of gravity does not coincide
with the centre of fignre—the latter being
33 miles nearer the carth than the former.
"The conseguence is, that if there was air
and water, 1t would flow to the other side.
But the moon never shows but the one bar-
ren side. She koeps the other side care-
fully hid; so that our imagination may
clothe it with verdure, stud it over with
numerous cities,and fill it with a teeming
population.

Great attention is bestowed by many as-
tronomers on the delineation of the moon’s
surface by the aid of Photography. Mr
Warren De la Rue has executed very admi-
rable photographic pictures; still they do
not supersede the art of the draughtsman.
There are many appearances in the moon
which it requires the mind to interpret.
The sensitive plate cannot do this; but it
greatly aids the artist in filling up the land-
scape after he bas discovered its nature from
careful study through the telescope.
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CHRISTIAN WORK.

There is a certain passage in the life of
Pascal which we have always regarded as
one of great sublimity. The noble veteran
spent his old age in the loved labours of
his earlier years, confuting the Jesuits, and
exposing their efrors. His friend Arnaud,
weary of the strife and anxious to pass the
rest of his days in peace far away fromthe
war of polemics, wished to bring his fel-
low-Jabourer along with him, that they
might enjoy the evening of life together in
quiet repose. “Pascal,” he said “the
night cometh—it is time to rest.” Pascal
gazed upon him for a moment—¢ Rest,” he
replied,  Eternity will be long enough for
rest—here let us work.” Grand old hero!
what a worker he was; cheerful, zealous,
unflinching, carrying his armour to the
last, and only casting it aside when un-
buckled by the hand -of death! Who
doubts but he has “cutered into his rest,”
and has been enjoyiig it ever since—a
rest made more glorious and delightful by
his earthly labours. '

But Pascal’s view of life was no lesstrue
than sublime.  For is not life terribly ear-
nest? Can we afford to spend any time
in dreamy listlessness, or in empty folly or
sin? One thing is certain, spend it how
we will, it shall soon be ended. A little
longer ard the sands in life’s hour glass
shall be found in another portion of eter-
nity. A brief space and life’s sun ¢hall
set and the glory fade from the skies, and
the light and beauty from the landscape,
for the shadows are already lengthening,
and the cold damps of night are beginning
to gather and fall softly around us.~ A few
more pulsations and the heart shall cease
its beatings and become cold, and the
hands unable to labour, We do not wish
to utter any wail over the shortness of life.
For if life’s work be done it is well, yet if
nothing good has been accomplished, and
“the onc thing needful” disregarded, sure-
Iy it is very fearful to die.

_Say youthis isa very morbid and gloomy
view of life? we ask—Is it truc ? forif it
be true it canuot be very gloomy or mor-
bid. Were it indeed possible that inacti-
vity and listlessness could give the greatest
amount of happiness through the whole of
your life then we would never trouble you
with a thought of ¢ work,” but would ask
you to dream your day-dreams and doze
away life-like the Lotus-eaters in the land
of rest. If we thought that no storms
counld arise or no rude winds could blow to
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blast life’s blossoms, or spoil the gardy

%litter of your wings, then would we strong-
y commend a sort of butterfly existence,
and pronounce all sterner views of life not
only useless but extremely cruel. And if
it be shown even that “wcrk” means
“ misery,” and that carnestness” has
anything to do with “gloom,” we shall

hesitate before we recommend them. DBut
who does not know that day-dreams must
gome day be broken by stern realities and
that the flowers of earth however beautiful
soon wither and die? Yet who can say
that our all-wise and merciful Father has
connected work and misery ¥ Nay, on the
contrary, has he not coupled work with the
happiness of his creawures? Perhaps you
have often watched the bustling active bee,
intent upon his work, darting from wild-
flowsr to apple-blossom and pack again
from apple-blossom to wild-flower. On a
calm summer day when the skies are blue
anu the air still and the blossoms fall softly
as snow-flakes on the green sward, you
Lave listened to his murmurings to know
whether joy or sorrow was the burden of
his song. And it was a song of joy—an
anthem of praise murmured fortk to Him
who did not make his life devoid of pur-
pose, but gave him a work to accomplish.
There is no tone of sorrow in the notes of
the, thrush or red-breast pouring forth from
the leafy groves of summer. Yet they are
both workers, and pass their days in cheer-
ful praisc. Somehow or other we have
come to associate “ work” with suffering
and imperfection. Yet Adam in Paradise
had his share to perform. Idleness and
innocence never were nor could be com-
paninns. What was the sinless life of the
God-man but a life of earnest and holy
work? He calls and justifies and sancti-
fies, not for careless but for earnest labour,
and says to each child of his, “ go work in
my vineyard.” Aund how gloriously wide

has he made ti.c field of labour!—so wide
that the strong man and child may find their
own proper work. The Church could not
want the life and laboars of Mary or Lydia
more than she could dispense with those

of Paul or Peter. Still the special kind of
work in which each was engaged was very
different. The impulsive Peter was ill-

qualified for performing the work of the

aentle Mary, and the gentle Mary as ill-

suited for performing the work of the im-

pulsive Peter. Yet was not the work of
cach equally important in its own place

and in furthering its own specific object?

The Temple of Truth requires the united
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dabours of many and various workmen.
The strong arm of the rough mason, the
gentle touch of the painter, the skill of the
architect in forming his comprehensive
plan, and the labours of the diffevent work-
mea that fill up the details are all equaly
necessary.  Without the soft finishing and
delicate touches which require no great
strength, how cold and gloomy and unin-
viting would the Temple of Truth really ap-
pear! How very ditferent too from wl#at,
it was intended to have been by Him who
Iaid the foundation—dJesns Christ the Savi-
our! Oh if we be engaged upon any part
of the building let us nul think our work
unimportant.  All the labourers shall re-
ceive their reward.

Life is terribly earnest; we cannot begin
our work too soon. In a very little time
we cannot do it for the night <hall be upon
us—the “uight wherein no man can wosk.”
Weknow not what particular porticn of the
Temple has been assigned you by the great
Master, but this we know that you were
never intended for passing your days idly ;
so take up some portion of the work, re-
solved thiough God’s grace to do it ear-
nestly and well.  Perbaps like many you
have been waiting for your * inission ”” and
in the mean time lfe has been passing.
Still you wait; believing that if you could
see your work you would take it up wil-
lingly and perform it dilligently. But stop
a moment. Perhaps you have been gazmg
to the clouds for some grand prject
through which you might know Christ,
while the special wmission for which your
Master intended you lies at your feet. “To
bring the Gospel to the heathen, to do
some deed of Christian heroism which shall
thnll through the hearts of the n:illion, to
be a martyr for Christ, to die for Him on
the scaffold or at the stake "—yes, this is the
mission of some, and through God's grace
they accomplish it nobly. Yet your call-
ing may be something very diffierent and
yet equally noble.  The self-sacrifice may
not be so popular nor apparent, yet Christ
knows it. It may be vuseen by the great
world, confined within the range of the
family circle, among a few friends and ac-
qualaiances, very humble yet very noble
and glorious.  Don't say “there is noth-
ing for me to do.” Are there no ignorant
ones to instruct, no weak ones to strength-

en, no desponding ones to encourage? Can-

you not by kindly words, by Christ-like
acts, by unselfishness in conduct, promote
the happiness of others? Is there not
some oue whoi vou can take by the haad
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aud help along life's rugged and difficult
pathway? Is there not some individual
who may listen to your words rather than
to those of any other? 1 so there is your
work ; take it up cheerfully and ask God to
enable you to do it well. Don’t think it a
useless work : angels would not think so,
and even Chiist did not think so when on
carth. If you win one soul you ure wise.
If you can bring one sinuer to the foot of
the cross, you biing a treasure greater than
all te gold of Ophir, and do a work, the
consequences of which shall be felt through
cternity. God may do it through your -
strumentality.  Begin now : the family
circle, the society in which you move, the
Sabbath School, the Church, a thousand
avenues are open. Don’t weary in the
work. You will meet with many Jifficul-
ties, be often tempted to give over with
weaiiness, but, courage and joy! Eternity
will be a long, long rest! S. Mc. G.

THE ADAPTATIONS OF MUSIC.

There is not a greater error than the suppo-
sition that music is & mere invention of science,
confined to a gifted class of persons, and en-
joyed only by cultivated nations. Music is an
attribute of buman nature, it is a universal
language which addressesitself to al! men, and
the more it is cultivated according to the dic-
tates of unbiassed nature, it becomes the more
simple and expressive. Proper pitch, time and
tuae, accent and rhythm, are not the creation
of science; they bave theirnative and unchange-
able foundationin pature. Science bas done
much by giving music a visible form, and the
construction of a written language which ad-
dresses the whole human race, and makes the
productions of one nation accessible to another ;
and no language on the fiuce of the wholo
earth i3 o extensive and powerful. It over-
steps the barriers fixed by the curse of unknowa
tongues, and it addresses and cntrances the
hearts of all men and inferior animals in every
climatc under the sun. It is a peculiar lan-
guage, more minute and tender, more powerful
and comprehensive, more delightful and cp-
trancing than any other known to the human
race. In & word, music is & language not form-
ed by dire necessity and human convention,
but framed by the infinite wisdom and unerring
power of our Great Creator. Itis the pure
offspring of heaven, and its influenceis divino ;
for the attendants of pure and unaffected mu-
sic are wisdom and kindness, love and hospita-
lity, purity and goodwill among all men, and
profound veneration, ceaseless gratitude, heart~
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felt ecstacy and sincerc veneration among
saints and angels. Its native and simple attri-
butes express, therefore, the language of the
universe and of heaven; its all-pervading power
melts, elevates, and entrauces the whole ratio-
nal creation, and on this immoveable founda-
tion, science has during successive ages raised
a singular configuration, which mukes its mag-
ical productions accessible to all nations acd
to every class. Music is hike the simple and
independent language which speake in forms,
ie diagrams, and in figures, to children and
fall-grown men, to peasants and philosophers.
It imparts to all nations, withoutany regard to
language,customs or manners,rusticity orrefine-
ment, its mesmeric charms, by means the niost
simple and easy, and its electric and tremulous
effects on the human hivart are unlimited. We
find, therefore, that many popular airs, the pro-
ductions of the great masters, possess so much
beanty and adaptation to the condition of all
men that they are sung and played with the
greatest enthusiasm by the bond and the free,
the saint and the savage, on Loth sides of the
globe. As in common music, the ¢ Iunter's
Chorus,” ¢ Old Powler,” * Copenhagen Waltz,”
and the like, so in sacred music the ¢ Vesper
Hymn,” Haydo’s ¢ Creation,” or Handel's
“ Messiah,” and the like, touch directiy the
common tender musical chords which vibrate in
every heart. These generalizing reflections on
the universality of music, viewed asalanguage,
may carry our thoughts over the vast in-
conceivable regions of diversified material
crcation, or beyond their limits to creation in-
visible to mortal eye; and do we say too much
if we assert that music is the most expressive
language of those mysterious and spiritual em-
pires, whose thrones, principalities, and powers
govern myriads of myriads who love and obey,
adore and praise infinite wisdom, boundless be-
nevolence, and spotless glory ? Professor Hitch-
cock says, ¢ The creation is one vast svunding
gallery; the word which is going out of my
mouth causes a pulsation in the air, and these,
though invisible to huwman eyes, expand in
cvery direction untit they have passed through
the whole globe and produced a change in the®
whole atmosphere;’ and Professor Babbage
says, ** The air i3 one vast libraty on whose
pages are for ever written all that man has said
or woman has whispered. Not a word has es-
caped from mortal lips, whether for the defence
of virtue or the perversion of truth; not a
cry of agony has ever been uttered by the op-
pressed, nor a mandate of cruelty by the op-
pressor ; not & falsc and flattering word hy the
deceiver, but is registered indelibly upon the
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atmosphiere which we br-athe.” So say these
great philosophers, and who can gainsay it?
And let it be admitted that the universo is one
great sounding gallery, and that notwithstand-
ingsomediscordant notes, the prevailing sonnds
are sweet, orderly, and harmonious, then what
a sublime and comprehensive art is music. Mu-
sic is language which may be either cheerful or
lugubrivus, and the same law extends to com-
mon speech. Its terms may express adversity
and poverty, deep sorrow and great consterna-
tion, lawless anarchy and brutal cruelty, shock-
ing bloodshed and appalling massacres ; and if
suci: terms be used in depicting sombre scenes
of suffering, they must be uttered with suitable
intonation, tender feeling, melting compassion,
and plaintive elocution in the minor mode—
word and feeling, passion and features, action
and attitude, must all agree ; but, contrariwise,
if the terms depict great prosperity and abound-
ing wealth, real happiness in this life and end-
less immortality, they must beexpressed in the
brisk, lively tones of the major mode—feeling,
passion, features, action and attitude must
all correspond. The major and minor modes
are, therefore,alike common to speaking and mu-
sic. They differ only in compass; speaking uses
the upward and downward slides, by 5ths, 3ds,
2ds, and half-toncs, and these modes arc as per-
ceptible to a good skilful ear in speaking as in
singing. While thc sense of sight addresses
the understanding and the fancy, hearing has
a direct and most powerful influence over the
heart and affections. Whether the brisk or the
plaintive mode be used, they excite correspond-
ing feelings in the bosom of every auditor, and
thus diffuse mutual sympathy between man and
man. The poor, ili-fed mendicant, whose ema-
ciated and shivering frame is penectrated by
the acute and piercing cold, the cravings of
whose irregular and unappeased appetite are
scldom fully met, and who never knows the
clevating joys and theinexpressible comforts of
domestic happiness, soon learns from dear”
bouglbt experience that naturc has an appro-
priate language of her own, and siern necessity
teaches him to cmploy the plaintive tones of
woe in order to excite and command the sym-
pathy of others; and persevering with the in-
cessant and tender intenationsof the plaintive
mood, he finds that he has more power over
the hearts of men by its weeping strains thap
the use of formal polite words.

‘ These tattered clothes my poveriy bespeak,
These hoary locks proclaim my lengthensd
years,
Apd many a furrow in my grief-worn cheek
Has been the channel to a flood of tears.”
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Only observe a little street beggar boy play- s sweet, is sometimes as artless and wild.

ing in the brisk merry mode with his vocifer-
ous and ragged companions, until he observe
the approach of some fully-expanded, majestic,
and shining citizen, or some ghostly reverend
father of the church, whose white linens be.
speak the charity of a feeling heart,—then all at
once he changes to the plaintive mode, and
sending forth the deepest plaintive tones, he
plies them continuously along the pathway
with quiveriog lip and melting, voice, as if he
were suffering the pangs of perfect starvation,
so that the stoutest heart welts, and the most
grasping hand is opened. In all this you may
seethe first germ of the musical modesand their
close relation to the versatility of common lan-
guage, and how acutely the human ear is con-
stracted for the discrimination of differeng
soands, so that a succession of one order pro-
duces the most exquisite pleasure, and & suc-
cession of them in another order produces the
greatest uncasiness, if not positive pain. The
perfect adaptation of music to the subject is,
therefore, very evident ; for notbing i3 so essen-
tial to the proper effect of music. How much
wasg Burns indebted to Mr. Thomson, who by
his sound judgment, poetic learning, extensive
information, and musical lore, was in his own
place as essential as the bard in acquiring the
popularity and immortality which have been
so justly assigned to Burns! The sweet and
natural straing of Tannahill owe very much to
the most appropriate and original music assign-
ed to them by tho distinguished R. A. Smith.
There is, however, this difference between com-
mon and sacred song—the matter and the
masic in the former is a fixture made with skill
and great care once for all, but in the latter
the precentor must daily select and adapt his
tunes to the matter and measure of the appoint-
ed psalms with musical skill, sound judgment
and good taste. As golfers and cricketers may
be divided into the agile and the non-agile, the
clumsy and stiff, and the supple and active, so
the human race may be divided into three class-
cs in relation to music. First, asmall class of
nondescripts, who want the essential attribute
of humsan nature, saud dwell cither on the con-
fines of musical nonentity, or withia its gloomy
region; I mean those who bave no musical
cars. In the opposite extreme there is a second
very large class, many of whom have youth
and vigour, good cars and voices for correct
time and tune, but they know nothing of music
a3 a science; tbey have more extensive attain-
ments than the feathered songsters of the sylvan
groves, butl they have made their fcquisitions
in the same way, and their melody, though
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there i a third ciass, who possess all their na-
tural gifts in a state of high perfection, with
the advantage of scientific cultivation,

BEAUTY OF GOD’S WORKS.

The mind of man having been made in the

likeness of the Divine will be in harmony with
the principles of nature, except in so far az a
moral bias interferes with or prevents the es-
istence of this barmony. Hence it i3 natural
for man to delight in the trutbs and forms in
which God delights. The beauty of God's
works we can sec at present only in part, like
the unfinished figures of a piece of embroidery
or textile fabric. The word of God declares
that He “ bath made everything beautiful in
his time,” and a careful search into the works
of God will well illustrate this truth. Let us
notice a few instances.
- The various kingdoms of patute, as they are
called, not only exhibit a wonderful system of
adaptation of means to ends within each, but
their mutnal dependence is a source of wonder
and admiration. The animal kingdom not only
depends on the vegetabie ultimately, for food,
but the kinds of animals that may exist in any
ern of the world will depend on the kind of
vegetation which belongs to that era. In the
gorgeous flora of the coal period, the vegetafion
was quite unsuitable for the nourishment of
oxen or sheep. The botanical orders of the
grasses and the roses belong to the time when
the world was assuming a fit state for the ha-
bitation of man, who was to be a keeper of
sheep and tiller of the ground, and a cultivator
of the beantiful fiowers. The more minutely
this subject is examined, the more fully wiil the
beauty of the Divine arrangements appear.

In chemical arrangements we do not find
mere chance mixture of various ingredients,
but a combination of elements in weight and
volume, arranged with the utmost mathema-
tical precision. When we speak of photogra-
pby, we are apt to think of & man with a
camera obscura and & supply of chemicals,
making use of the sun as s portrait painter.
But do we reflect that the brilliant colours of
the flowers, the rich tints of the works of the
Indian and Persian looms, nay, the colour of
everything we sec depends on the same source ?
Goad has clothed the world in a robe of serene
beauty, all woven from the same beams of light
as clothe the rainbow and the clonds with pur-
plc and gold. Geology tells us of former worlds
clothed with beauty, when there was nobuman
eyc to sce them.
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The animal kingdom displays many forms
and colours of beauty. Not to speak of the
larger races, the gorgeous hues as well as the
delieate structure of the myriads of forms of
usect life are directly illustrative of our sub-
ject.  Shells which vumber probably upwards
of 100,000 species, not only display great
beauty of form, surface,and tint, but alsoshow
the wisdom of the Creator in producing so
many forms from so few types. The mechanical
principles involved in the structure of many
of them are very interesting. In the ribbings
and curiously formed chamber-partitions of
many which have to resist great pressure in the
depths of the sea, we notice the engineering
principles used in the corrugated iron roof, and
the diaphrams of tubular bridges. Man is often
considered successful if he can accomplish an
important result by the use of various means
combined ; God’s works show greatand varied
results from the use of simple means.

The beauty of form is to be found in the
smallest matters.  The microscope reveals
forms of animal life so small that a cube of
one cighth of an inch will contain several thou-
sand millions of them, and the polishing power
of chalk, polishing slate, &c., depends on im-
mense numbers of minute shells of flinty sub-
stance. Yet the wisdom and skill of the Creator
are shown in the structure of these, as well as
in that of larger animals.

In the vegetable kingdom the forms are
manifold, while the types are few. The bare
earth is speedily clothed with a coat of the
lower orders of vegetation, while higher types
speedily follow. The beauties of the flowers
are many and various, and well fitted not only
to afford a sensuous delight to man, but also

10 minister tc the love of beauty, and so to de- !

velop that faculty of the mind.

In astronomy, the study of sun, moon, pla-
nets—then of systems—the vast depths to
which we can explore the regions of space—
all tend to expand the mind, and teach the
wonders of order, obedicnce to law, changec
and development.

The beauty of the laws of electricity, so far
as they are koown, the fundamental principle
ot music dependent on seven sounds praduced
by definite, unvarying numbers of vibrations
perfectly adjusted to one another and to the
buman ear, the beam of light divisible into its
primary colours, and the adjustment of com-
plementary colours in nature's painting, as well
as the use of the soft ncutral tints of land-
scape, suited to the nature of the eye, furnish a
rich fund of inmstruction. The voice of God
speaks to His children in the singing of the

1
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brook, the rustle of' the leaves, the sigh of the
mountain vreeze, and the moan of the sea. Ile

has given the world to man as a home, not
merely as a lodging. With its carpet of ver-
dure and its ceiling of blue, its grandeur of
mountain and cataract, its loveliness’ of tone
and zephyr, its beauty of forest aud clouds, of
lake and stream, its home thoughts of the fer-
tile and populous valley, it tells that God is
good. To obtain the full value of this lesson
of God's goodness, the soul must have a poetic
sympathby with nature. If there be no such

sympathy, there will be a deficiency of percep-
tion of all that should be learned from the fra-
grance and music, the brightness and symmetry
of the'material world, in which God has cloth-
ed his goodness so as to be seen by us. Prob-
ably it is for this reason that Bible laundscape
has so much freshness in it; that it is so full of
God. The study of thiz Divine influence will
tend to make the soul more pure,and enable it
to scc angels’ footprints on the rocks and the
impress of their fingers on the flowers.

The beautiful robings of nature are to be
Jooked upon as cmanations of beauty from
the unseen. ., These can then awzken in our
minds.longings, which, howerver, they cannot
fill. The heart which is being purified by the
Holy Spirit has a longing for the beautiful and
holy, which nothing here can satisfy. There is
ever before it a vision of beauty, cternal and
pure, ever thirsted for, and an unknown beauty
beyond the sight, which wo desire to reach-

The influence of the Moly Spirit directgthis
feeling aright, but its existence is natural to
the mind. A careful study of the history of
man's efforts in the past will bring out the”
mighty influence it has had. The monuments of
Nineveh tell of the mystic grandeur of the As-
syrian worsbip, and how genius laboured to
embody in visible form conceptions of unseen
beauty. Those of Egypt indicatea secking to
penetrate the shades of death, a labouring for
the dead, an attermapt to trace the fortunes of
the soul in the spirit world. Greek art scems
to have been guided by the cndeavour to find
out and possess that beautiful spiritual world
which the mind conceivee of behind the visible
creation. All these cfforts bad an influence in
prcp‘nring the world for the New Testament
revelation, and leading men to know that real
beauty can only be found in real truth.

The desire for ornament is universal, and the
reappearance, age after age, of the same forms
and colours, shews that a taste for the iovely in
form and line i3 natural to the mind. Many of
these forms, although as specimens of human
art, they bave been what is called ¢ invented’’
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by man, are yet much older than man. Thai |
wbich is culled inveation is in reality a sym- ;
pathy with or likeness of the soul of man to .
the nature of God, by which be works out in |
imagination those furms upon which Ged has |
sct His stamp of eterrul besuty. Muny of the j
forms of beauty, which are the most reliable in
architecture and in minor works Hf art, are !
copics of the ornamentation of God's manus- !
eript in the stone book, in which He has written
the ancient history of our world, although the !
inventor may never have scen them. One of l
tbe powers whick: God gives to manasa fellow- !
worker, is to have a certain influence over na-
ture. By cultivation be increases the beauty of
flowers and the size and delicacy of fruits. An
analogous influence is cxerted 10 some extent
over the domssiic animals. Where will this
power stop? If the losing of Paradise caused
a change from Eden o 2 wilderness, what will
the restoration of Paradise do? If nature is
zow under an evil inflacace, and yct man can
do so much with it, what will he be abic to do
wheo there shall be © no more curse?” These
questions open up 2 sudbject on which we can-
not enter, but they suggest thata time may
some when the labour and art of man, combined
with the power of nature, may cause the earth
1o bloom with a beauty such as the most gor-
geous oriental dreams never imagined.  There
is & wide field before man for the exercise of
bis facultics, and physically as well as momliy
great advances may be made in beholding the
beaut§ of the Lord —R.

MY FRIEND.

I have a friend—a fricad above

Al other friends most dear (o mc;
© Jet me tell 3ou of his loze, H

His boundless grace and favour free. !
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I once was homeless, friendless, poor,
A wretched being steeped in woe ;
I'm happy now for ever more,

It was his hand that biessed me so.

In rags I wandered through the land,
Without a shelter for my head :

le clothed me, took me by the hand,
And to his own fair mansion led. .

Hungry and thirsty, by the way

I fainted, and laid down to die

He passed, and saw me when Hay
And looked on me with pitying eye;

He nought me where the waters sweet
Gushed from the rock, a living rill,

He fed me with the choicest wheat,
The manna which his lips distil.

Beat down and wounded in the fight,
Bleeding and bruised Ilay ns dead

He came, and straightway at the sight,
My ghastly foes turned back apd Sed.

He took mc from the bloody field,
And nursed me with a brother’s care,
Ay wounds and bruises ail he bealed,
And taught me how to do and bear,

Condemned, with none to plead my case,
Guilty belore the judge 1 stood

e saw, and, O amazing gracet

He paid my ransom with his blood.

And now I am no more mine own,
Hc bought me, ~-3d the price for me,
lam my Lord’s and His alone,
Henceforth to o'l cternity !

This is my Fricnu—a Fricnd above
All other friends most dear to me.
QO hear the story of Hislove,

And taste His grace and favor free.

C.1.G.

Nofices and Bebiclos.

AID TO SACRAXENTAL CoMMUNioN :
Rev. Geurge Macdonnell. Jobn lLov cll
Montreal.

The title borne by this book i< very gen-
eral, conveying no wlen as to the nature of
s conients. There are many devaiional
waorks which form: excellent aids to sacma.
mental communion, though they have not

been prepared espressly for that purpase. |

From a book profesing to be an aid one °
zaturslly expecls somcething like a treatise -

B\ y

« lewmitv,
* chapiers, in which remarks of a varied char-

upon the Lonl’s Supper, toacther with di-
' Teciions as 1o the duc oiservance of the so-
Thic voite consists of thirteen

arter are made upon the circumsiances res
Iated in the G.<pel narmtive, in conneclion
with the institution of the Charch's mieat
privilege, and the betraval, s-izare, armign-
ment, and death of J(su< to whom the
Umrch is indebled for that pivilege,
- the aum being to present from the words
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of the  rative such topics as may be ser-
viceablo 10 the intending communicant.
The plan followed is unfavonrable tu a ~ys-
temati; treatment of the sulject, which ju-
decd can searcely be said (o be attempted.
It is alsu the oceasion of giving too great
a prominence to incidental points, of unne-
cessary repetition, of interruptions in par-
ticular trains of thought, and of a waunt of
compactne-s in the work as a whole. Al
though we think the author has placd
bimself at a disadvantage in this way, and
the book, considered s an aid to sacramen-
tal communion, suffers in consequence, we
have fiund it coninin much instructive mat-
ter which the devout commmunicant can
hardly read without edifization. An em-
nest spirit pervades it, and the author’s in- |
tention to promoic a devotional scatiment
is manif-st throughout.  We wish we had
seen a fuder explanation of the saciameu-
tal actions, and a specific indication and c1.-
forcement of the varions exercises which
form anindispensable puit of the prepars-
tion due to the observance of the Lord’s
Supper. The stylcis somewhat redundant
and 100 exclamatory.  Should the volume
reach a second cdition, it will doubth ss be
mmproved in grammar and puunctuation.

Inpusthiar Biograruy; Irox-wonxkrs
AXD Tuor-maxgns: By Samuel Smiles.
D.«weon Brothers, Montreal.

As the author of * Self Help,” and the
“ Life of Georyge Stephenson,” the name of
Mr. Smiles is slicady moct favomalldy con
nected with the bingraphical literature of
mechanica] imdustry.  This book is offered
as a contnuation of the serie< of memoiis
of Indus'riat Men introduced in the authar’s
Laves of the Engincers The lustory of
iron and iron maaufacture bears intimately
upon the progress of civiFzation, aud 1<
therefore full of interest to all men.  Thes
volumne will be found to coniain ‘a laige
amouut of curious and uscful nformasion,
which. bat for the Iabours of Mr. Smiles
must have remained inaccessible except to
a very few. To thase who are acquainicd
with the anthor’s admirabie manner of pre-
senting his details nothing need Le said in
com:nendation of his style.

Couxsel, aAxp CoMPORT SPOKEN FROM
A City PrreiT: By the Author of Re-
crestions of a1 Country Parson™  Daw- |
son Lirothers, Montreal. |
A. K. H. B., the Minister of the Parish 1

of St Besnard's, Edinburgh, has the penof
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a readv writer, and what Is necessary to
wield that useful wespon to some purpose.
a large, wellstored, busy mind. s writ-
ing« are widely read at home, and his vo-
lumes, which come in very rapid succession
from his laboratory, prompily reproduced
on this side the Atlatic, have a great cir-
culation, especially in the United Siates.
Some of his articles “ upon subjects not di-
1ectly theological or 1cligious,” we do not
almire. in fact we have not the patience to
reped them throngh.,  The fault wmay lie
with us,in onr inability to appreciate ; our
opinionm iy not he worth much,and any one
who thinks so will of cowse not agree
«ith us, when we affirm that they contain
a good deal of twaddle. We remember,
however, ihe old adage about the wisest of
men reli~hing a liule nonsense now and
then; and we accept as a qualifying circum-
stance the anthot’s appropriate and impor-
tant distinction between 7ecreation and
work. The wiiting of that class of wuiticles
just referred to is, with him, clerical re-
creation; the preparation of senmons for
his Citv Pulpit is work. The spevimens in
ithe volume now before us indicate the
possession of a large amount of working
j ower. which, while 1t s employed with ap-
parent ease, is 3'so most skillfully and useful-
ly emplayed. The proper node of tesiing &
man’s qualityis to ju'ge of him by his chosen
work, and we have a particular p'easure in
recording the opinion we have furmed in
this instance—that A. K. . B. is * a work-
man that needeth notio be ashamed”—ear-
nest, hearty, and sirong, with the soundness
and wisdeem which are requisite for an ef-
f-ctive utifizing of these charactrristics.
The coun-cl imparted is fismnly based upon
the cssential principles and higher doc-

trines of Christianity, and from th.se,
too, the comfort is diawn. The ser-
n:ons  show an  attentive  olscrvation

and just appreciaton of humzn nature;
ithey are distingnished for perspicuity of
ariangement, consernliveness of thought,
and force of practical application ; they sus-
tain the reader’s interest by thei  homely,
flawing, illustrative and convincing clo-
.lucncc.

Esmi*r Parsoxs or Try AGawN, asd
oaTHER SToRiES.

: Pavixe Dxag, axd oturi Storirs.
, StoxiEs Frow Jxwisu History. Frox Tax

BanvioXiann Carnvery o itk DESTRUC-
7108 oF JExusatEx ny lmrrs. Dawson
Bt’uﬂxﬁl’&, Mountrezl.

These are three volumes of Carter's Fire-
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side Library. The contents, with the ex-
ception of two or three portions, are from
the busy pen of A, L. O. E.  The stories
are simply but cffectively told, and form an
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attractive medium of sound instruction for

the young. They inculcate with great art,

love of the Bible and of its doctrines and

precepts.

@he Churches and ifeiv Flissions.

Caxaps.—We take from the Witness the fol-
lowing statistics of thekreligious denominations
of Canada, the result of the census of 1861.

1. Church of Rome........... ver..1,201,39%
2. Churchof England......... ceeas 375,052
L. Methodists :—
Wesleyans........ 244.379
Epis. Meth........ 74,352
New Con. Meth... 29,492
Others............ 24,204
272,227
4. Presbyterians :—
Ch. of Scotland...122,693
Capada Charch...214,426
347,119
S, Baptists. ... ciiiiiiiii it 69,310
6. Lutherans ... ....oiiieinnnaen 25.136
7. Congregationalists.....c.vucennn. 14,284
8. Bible Christians....... cessaienan 8,985
“. Mcunonitesand Tunkers.c........ 8,965
10.Quakers.eeeeenn... eeceatsanann . 7,504
Otber sects, arnd not classed..... 77,671

Whole population....ee....2,50%,657

At a recent preliminary mceting of Zion
Church, Montrenl, (Congregational,) called to
consider the matter of church extension, it was
announced that $14,000 had alrendy been sub-
seribed, and that o fow thonsands more would

gn;b]c preseat plans to be carried on without
ebt.

A mceting of the congregation of Dr. Tay-
ior’s Church, Moutreal, (Canads Preshyterian,)
was held lately. when the sum of $14.000
was subscribed towards the crection of 2 new
Church on St. Catherine street.

The Wesleyans in Montreal have resolssd to
raisc $60,000, of which between $35,400 and
$£40,000 are alreads subscribed, for the erection
of three additional churches in the City.

Thirty years ago there was scarcely a Con-
zregational charch in Canada.  There are now
about seventy churches. and properiy worth
atleast §160,000. Onc hzaif of these churches
are supposcd to have been in existeace only
tweaty vears; twenty of them are less than ten
Years old : between forty and fifix of them are
still dependent on assistance.

Some cight ar nine new Charches are abous
o be erected in Moatreal, which will do some-
thing to maet the large want of xccommodation
for Protestant worshippers, acknowledged to
cxist in this city.

Iaxtaxo.— The Irish Presbrierian Church

. - -

coasists of fire Synods, thirty-seven Presbyte- .

sies (inclading the Missionary onc of India,)
547 congregations, and 586 minsters.  Unfor-
tonately, there ase no fewer than Girty minis-

ters from whom no replics could be got, and
thistatistics will continue imperfect till means
be adopted for obliging them toreport. Mean-
while there is a return from 498 congregations
of 76,302 families, 117,549 communicants, 2,-
074 clders, 865 deacons, with s stipend of £27,
674 3s. 3d., and ministerial incomes of £4,-
698, 3s. 7d. from other sources. The total an-
nual amount raised in these congregations for
religious and charitable purposes is £83,560.
The total income of the ministers who have
made returns is £33,493 14s. 8d. This does
not include the salaries or endowments of the
professors in the Assembly’s College, Belfast.

The qusstion of national education is still
unsettled. The Romish Prelates continue their
denunciations of the model schools.

Mr. Webster, Chancellor of the Cathedral at
Cork, having attacked the Irish Church Mis-
sions, reccived an indignant reply whichevoked
the rejoinder that the charges of drunkenness,
Iring and other crimes which he made against
agents came under his own observation, but
that his accusation was much more directed
against the principles of the Society.

A deputation from the Presbyterian Churlh
bas waited on the Lord Licutenant to request
an augmentation of the Regium Donum from
£69 4 8to £100 a year. The carly Scottish
settlers, invited to Clster by James, were ac-
companied by their ministers, who enjoyed
the tithes of the parishes where they were lo-
cated. In the confusion that succeeded, the
tithes were lost, and by the operation of the
act of Uniformity, the Presbrterian ministers
were ¢jected from the Church. Charles 11.
afterwards granted £600 a year to the body in
consideration of their loyalty, and compensa-
tion for their sufferings. The grant was dou-
bled by William 111, and gradually augmented,
until, in 1€38, at the Union of the Sccession Sy-
nod with the Synoed of Ulster. and the formna-
tion of the General Assembly, the endowment
was fixed at £75 a year, Irish currency (£69,-
4s. 8d. English) t0 cach minister. At present
%36 minisiers receive the Regqiunm Donum,

Gazestaxn.—The total number of Greanland-
ors inand around the four Moravian mission
stations is 1,213. Of these. somewhat less
than cight hundred consist of bapiized children
(the great majority), *inquirers. &e”™  More
than eight huadred sve commanicants, and 311
only are registered as ¥ non commuaicants.”

Ia Labmador, the Fsquimaux under instrac-
tjon numbes, in all. 1,149, The baplized
children, * candidates, &c.,” are about five
hundred (the former class forming three fourths
of that number) ; the communicants.3i3; and
the 2oa-communicanis, 283,
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The missionary staff consists, in Greenland
of 20, and in Labrador of 33 persons. These
numbers do not, of course, include the native
helpers.  The recognition by the missionaries
of the value of the services of these helpers is
amongst the most pleasing features of their
reports. But the aative character still appears
to be very far from possessing that self-reliance
which could enable eithe~ the Greenlanders or
the Esquimaux tostand alene. The supervision
and assistance of the Brethren continue to be
necessary ; and afforded asthese arcat the &gst
of such self-denial as is invo ved in cxile, frfly
undertaken, to an Arctic latitude, a life-long cn-
durance of all its rigours, and a death hasten-
c¢d, it may be, humanly speaking, hy the ab-
sence of medical aid—the last struggle certain-
1y thus unsoothed—the entire Churchmay well
be cdified by the example, and it has but to
look upon it in order to feel that these brethren
should be often remembered in its prayers.

Swepex.—Ten years ago o Swedishship cap-
tain whean on the coast of Guines, obtained from
the King of the Bonga tribe, a boy—one of his
own thirty children—as a slave. The youth
was about 17 years of age. After arriving in
Gothsberg he was placed under Christinn in-
struction. The truth madesuch an impression
on his heart that he resolved to make a profes-
sion of his Christian belief, and to devote him-
self to missionary lsbour among his fellow
countrymen. lic was baptized by the Dean of
Gothsberg, in Hags Churchon the 17th of Jan-
uary last. Itisintended that after a few months
he shail be sent to enter on a course of study
in the Missionary Institute of the Evangelical
National Society in Stockholm, in order to
«l:ua‘llify bhim for his futare work in his native
and. .

The friends of home Evangelization in Swe-
den are ot present raising a fund of about 5301.,
in order to promise the issuc of a cheap cdition
of the Bible, whick may be sold at alittle more
than onc shilling (sterling) a cops. The cheap-
cst edition on sale ot present costs upwards
of two shillings. ’

Fraxcr.—The presbrterial council of the
Paris Reformed Church has just decided on the
celebratior: of the threc-hundredth anniversary
of Calvin's death, for the 2%th of next M=z, A
distinguished professor has been requested to
give lectares on the great organizing Reformer,
in the Inrgest Protestant Church; his works
have been subscribed for as the basis of 4 sy-
nodical library, in which the first place will be
reserved for the “ Codex Sinaiticus,” presenicd
to it by the Czar. A

Dr. Frederick Morod has bequeathed to the
Presbytery of the Reformed RvangelicalChurch
his unique collcction of periodicals snd docu-
ments referring to French Protestsntiem,
amounting to 600 bound volumes, stipuiating
that the collection shall be continaed year by
¥ear; all the Frenck Protestant journals being
reccived and bound up.  And this is to form
a library opex to all, but subject to the rales
which the Presbriery may think proper to cs-
tablish. This gift is invaluable to the Charckes.

I7anv.~The news from thie country is of the
mJst iaspiring and encouraging character.

—— e
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In Lombardy, especially, the progress of Evan-
gelical opinions is so marked and rapid as al-
most to assume the character of a general re-
ligious awakening. A monthly volume might
be filled with reports of the fruits of missionary
labour appearing here and in other parts of the
ficld. There is no parallel to be found for the pre-
sent shaking of opinions going on all around,
except in the ferment of mind that preceded
and accompanied the Reformation in England.

At a meeting of the Society for the Evange-
lization of Italy held in Edinburgh, Jan. 21th,
Dr. Andrew Thompson, said : * IngPiedmont
there is scarcely a town or village of any size
in which there is not a littlc company of be-
lievers; in Florence we bave many meetings
for Evangelical worship every Lord’s day; in
Genoa there are two native congregations ; at
Leghorn the church of M. Ribetti is crowded
every Sabbath ; in Naples, under the evange-
listic labours of M. Buscarlet, the Marquis
Cresi, and others, there are flourishing little
churches and thriving schools; weo bave our
own Mr. Kay with a little congregstion at Pa-
lermo; and even in the Island of Elba three
stations, comprising a membership of 200 souls;
not to speak of many churches and statiozs in
more obscure localities. The part of Italy,
howerver, in which there is the greatestawaken-
ing at the present moment is Lombardy, with |
its capiteal, Milan.”

In the town of Milan alon> there are already
1,000 church members, men and women, whose
names are on the registers of the various con-
gregations, and who partake of the ordinance of
the Supper. About 00 belong to the Free
Church, and 300 to the Waldensian and Wes-
leran missions. This is but a small portion, of
course, of those who hear the Gospel preached,
or arc perusing the Scriptures in private. The
most noticeable characteristic of the revival is
the Tove of the word of God. Generally speak-
ing, all the artisans and townspeople connect-
ed with the different centres of cvangelization
carry the Testament about with them in their
pockets, and occupy their spare hours and lei-
sarc moments in reading it.  The utmost itberty
of conscience is enjoyed in this part of Italy.

Roxe.—It is probably unknotwn to most of ou:
readers that a Scotch religiouns service hasbeern
begun in Rome. It can scarcely as et he said
to be established, but a fair and hopeful com-
mencement has been made.  During the last
tiwco winters, certein Free Church clergymen
have had a privass service, which was fcnewcd
at the commencement of the present winter br
Mr. Carlsle, Iately & Free Church missiorary
in Bombay. Shortly afterwards Mr Aitken of
3t. Luke's, Glasgow, arrived with theintention
of speading the winter months in Reme, and
Teady to devate his invalid leisure tothensi
tution of such a service if practicable. Whea
he fornd Mr Carlyle occupying the field he vers
wiselr entered into communication with 131!:.
and the result has been a happy combination
The service is held in a large voom in the B
deda Croce, where Mr Carlsle lives—a central
and excelleat piace, above the English Club.
Ar Carlyle anderiakes the condact of the seT-
vice in the forenoon and Mr Aitkenin the aftes-
noon, or rice tvrra. There is no formal uwoOR
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—each clergyman represeats his own Church,
and merely professes to do so; but there is
local concurrence and the most brotherly sym-
pathy. Estabished Church and Free Church,
if not forgotien, are never menuioned, and there
i8 no reason why they should be so. It would
be ruinous, a3 well as unspeakably paltry, to
allow sucli distiactious to governany Christinn
action in a place like this. The writer of the
present potice has beea glad to render aay
assistance to Mr Aitken in the discharge of his
duties: ho wus privileged to preach for lum on
the first $unday of the New Year, and to assist
him in the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper
last Sunday—a service pecaliarly touching in
its great simplicity ; but he has had no respon-
sibility in the arrangements, and deserves no
credit for any success which may atteed them.
1t has been to him peculinrly pleasing to assist
in a service so far catholic—a feature which
was peculiarly shown last Sunday, when the
Lord's Supper was partaken of not only by
Established and Free Church communicants
together, but by two clergymen from Amwmerica
and a clergyman of the Church of England.
‘“Behold how good and how pleasant it is_for
brethren to dwell together in unity ! "—Mission-
«ry Record of 1he Church of Scotlund.

New Hzsmipes.—The last Halifax Record
contains letters respecting the Nova Scotian
Presbyierian Mission to New Hebrides. Mr, In-
glis hag arrived at Aneitenm, where he met
with a bearty reception from tie natives Er-
romanga and Tanna are again open to Chris-
tian teachers, and pative assistants bave gonz
witn their wires to resume the work of the Mis-
sion. Mr3 Geddic gives an interesting account
of the schools and of the improrement of the
children unde- instruction. A member of the
Nova Scotian Church, now studying for the
minisiry in Scotland, hasaddressed the Foreign
Mission Board -n the subject of establishing a
mission to the Jews. He offers bimsclf as a
missionary. The Board lay his letters before
the Church; and, if the people are willing 0
sugtain s Jewish mission, one will be commen-
ced.

Porvsesia.—The deathof the Ring of the
Sandwich Islands, Kamchameha V., took
place on the 30th November. He is succeeded
by his brother. What the effect of the change
will be upon the moral and religious interests
of the people is not yet known. Bishop Staley
describes the new King as 2 mau of cdacation
and capacity, and friengly to the Anglican
mission. He has appointed the bishop to be
his chaplain and a member of his Privy Coun-
cil.

Letters from M. Arbonsset, of the French Pro-
testant MissionarySocierty,give some particulars
of the commencement of bis work at Tahiti. As
we mentioned same months since, Queen Po-
maré was absent when he arrived.  They after-
wards met, when the Queen gave him 8 cor-
disl welcome.  “I begaa to thiak,” said she to
him, ¢ that you would never come. Now I
ate you {am happy and thankful. The Lord
be with yoa!® Sereice is celebmted every San-
Qay, both in French and in the native lan-
gaage. The Qacen n iends without any dis-
play, taking notes, and placiag berself on 2
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level with the humblest Christian. ¢ The con-
gregation, on the Tth of August,” writes M.
Arbousset, “was numercus. According to the
usual custom, we proceeded, before dispersing,
1o call over the numes of those present.  When
[ called “Pomare’—without adding uny title,
without pronotncing that name with moreem-
phasis than any other—a gentle voice replied,
¢ Present.’” At a conference, held on the 18th
of the same month, it was resolved to send &
letter of thanks to the Christians who have fa-
cilitated the sending of the French pastors now
o Tabiti. The letter was drawa upon the
spot, and is signed by twenty-two Tahiti pas-
tors.

Arrica.—Captaiu Speke writes to a contem-
porary, urging the establishment of a mission
rmong the tribes he has visited. The follow-
tng is the principal portion of hisletter:

# [ hearully trust that a mission will be set
on foot, withou! delay, to the regions of East-
ern Africa which I have recently visited. There
seems 1o me to be no reason for not uniting
in this with the Scandinarians, as spggested in
your ¢ Chronicle, especially as Dr. Krapf's re-
preseutations have induced them to meditate
attempting something among the Gallas. For
my own part, I should wish for no better plan
than that of a*United Church Aission, for
opening those extremely fertile and beautiful
territories at the head of the Nile to Christian-
ity, and so to commerce and civilization. The
three kingdoms, Kanague, Uganda, and Cayoro
are, in my opinion, the key to Africa, and the
centre from which the light ought to radiate.
A mission thither, if properly managed in com-
bination with government officers baving au-
thurity to maintain the rights of the kings of
these countrics against the violenceand fiendish
oppression of theWhite Nile traders would prove
of the greatest benefit both to ourselves und the
Africang. The great fanlt which has hitherto
exisied and dispirited missionary enterprise, is
that of sclecting places where no strong na-
tive governments cxist, and where the land is
poor in consequence of being subject to period-
icai droughts and famines. In the three conn-
tries I have mentioncd, neither of these two
crils at present cxist; butif they are not at-
tended to at once, there is no knowinge what
will happen as the White Nile traders push fur-
ther south. In shory, | am inclined to belicve
that the traders themselves will bring down
those semi-Christian Governments, and ride
over those splendid lands, as the Moors of old
made their way inte Spain; hitherto the trade
crs have confined themsclves to the poor lands
without the fertile zone,but now they are enser-
ing into this, and the result will be con-
quest—accompanied, of course, by the firm cs-
tablishment of that more stubborn foc to Christ-
ianity than Judaism itself—Mohammedanism.
I would strangly adrise the Zambezi Mission,
snd 2lso the Zanzibar Mission, to be moved op
to the Equator.

CGwsitep Sratss.—Rev. Edward Hitcheock,
D. D, LL.D,, from 1835 to 1858 Proesident of
Amberst College, and both before and after,
Professor at that institution, dicd of consamp-
lion at Amherst, Mass, on Saturday moraning.
at the age of 70. For two or three years bis
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health has been gradually failing. Dr. Hiteh-
cock was born in Old Deerficld, Mass., May
24th, 1733. In 1825 he accepted the professor-
ship of natural history and chemistry in Am-
herst College. From 1835 to 1854 he was
President of the College, and also gave in-
struction in natural theology and geology ; and
it was through his exertions that a professorship
of natural theology and geology was perma-
nently founded, the chair of which he filled to
the day of his death. Dr. Hitchcock suggested
and executed the geological survey of Massa-
chusetts, the first scientific survey of an entire
State, under the authority of the governnent,
in the world. He was the first to scientifically
examine and classify the fossil footprints in the
Connecticut Valley, and his ichnological cabi-
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net at Ambherst contains specimens of all those
known remuins. He was the originator and the
first President of the American Scientific Asso-
ciation, and the last Congress very properly
named him as one of the hity corporators and
members of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, Dr. Hitchcock will be lamented,
especially by all Christian students of nature
who desire to see God acknowledged in all
scientific pursuits, and who believe that there
is nothing in science, properly so-called, at
varianse with the doctrine of the plerary in-
spiration of the Scriptures.

The contributions of the California Churches
to the American Board of Missions during its
| last complete financial year were $1,090.05

Articles Selected.

THE LATE DUCHESS OF GORDON.

‘ Dien, at Huntly Lodge, Aberdeenshire, on the
31stJanuary, her Grace the Duchiess of Gordon.”
This annonacement has filled many hearts with
sorrow, aggravated by some degree of surprise;
for although the Duchess died in her seventieth
yvear, ber Jast jllness was short, and her death
almost sudden, and she was not herself aware
of being dangerously or even seriously ilt Lefore
she bad sunk into complete unconscivusness of
all around per.  No member of the church of
Chliristin Scotland could leave a wider blank by
removal, or be more deeply Iamented by a large
circle of mourncers fur and near, in all ranks,
and of all denominations.  The speetacle was
deeply affieciing as the funeral passed through
Huntly. All work was suspended in the town,
the shops closed, the places of business vacated,
and theschools set free, one object engrossing
rich and poor, young and old. At the gate of
the lodge the funeral was met by a large pro-
cession of many hundred mourners, and by
noacly seven huandred children from the schools
built and supported by her Grace. 1athe town
it was tincd on both sides by crowds with sor-
rowing ficarls and weeping eyes ; the spectators
gaznng with no vacani or curious stare at the
plumed hearse, foliowed by the carniages of the
more immediate mourners, but looking with
wistful gricf on the iast ther were 1o sce on
carth of their beloved and honcuredla y; and
the mourners comforted in their own afll.ction
by the mre sympathy of a sorraw at oale so
wide and z0 deep.  Her life had been passed
amonagst them for half a century, witl: the ex-
ception of 2 break of nine ycars spent at Gordon

Castle; it had been mingled 10 nearly alt wict ™

their Tonges:, to wmost with theic casliest, and
to mauy with tleir happiesiassociations , many
were muurniag for the loss of a personal bene-
factor, arnd all as if for the loss of a personal
friend. Couverved thirty miles by mail, the
funcral passed shiough Elgin, in the nudst of
derp silcnce and respect and auniversal regard,
0 the byrying vault of the Dukes of Goidon,
in that most noble cathedral, the coffin was
Placed beside her husband 5, 12 the Jast space
that remained untepnanted by the deceased

wearers of the ducal coronet and their children,
and till time shall be no more the vault was for
ever closed on the last and the best of an illus-
trious race, who had cnnobled the title far more
thun it could ennoble lher.

On the following day the first man that we
chanced to meet, thinking that he spoke to s
stranger, tade these remarks in these exact
words, while the tear moistenced bis aged eye -
“ This is the greatest calamity that ever befell
this district ; of o’ the dukes that reigned here,
there nas never nanc ke her; there's nane in
tlus neeghborhiood, high or low, but was ender
somc obligation to her, for she made it her
study to benefit her fellow-men; and what
crowds o' puir craturs she belped every day,
and then for the spiritual, Huntly is Humly siill
ina great degree, but the gude that’s been done
in it is 2’ through her” The next but one
upon the rord was asoldier, who had scen hard
service in the Crimean trenches, amidst the
flowing blooud of frieud and foe. 1is counten-
ance was changed by the force of a sorrow only
beginning to subside; it was too cvident that
his tears had bren both many and bitter; and
even now he could not cemmand Ins strong
emotion, but broke out at once: * You know
that | have seen much to reader my beart cal-
tous, but I never was unmanned till now; I
i never knew before how tenderly 1 loved that
y hunoured lady.”  Let these two suflice out of
| many; such tributes are not paid o characters
of cvery-day occurreace.  Bui we can scarcefly
hiope o unveil the sceret of her power over the
Learts of men, cacrptin the general statement:
By the grace of God she was what she was;
and His grace bestowed upon her was not in
vain, bat she laboured more abundantly than
all; set not she, but the grace of God that was
with her.

Elizabeth, Duchess of Gordon, was the only
child and hciress of Mr. Brodic, of Arnlall, of
the ancient Morayshire funily «f Bradie of
Brodic. She was bora in 1794, and was marricd
in 1813 10 the Marquis of Hunily, the mest
popular nubleman in that part of ihe country.
She had been carefully cducated, brought up in

the highest principles of moral uprighiness, ang
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kept far from all agsociations fitted to contami-
nate the mind or blunt the moral susceptibilit-
ies; a training that can scarcely be too highly
prized. But she was a stranger to the covenant
of promise, having no hope, and without God
in the world ; and after her marriage there was
much in the brilliazt circle in which she moved
to beguile the heart with the seductions of time
and sense, and extremely little to lead her soul
to the trath ag it is in Jesus. How far she was
herseif at this time from any serious thought
may be gathered from asingleincident: sn old
uncle found her reading anovel on the Sabbath
and chid her for the impropriety, though he
could not guide her further in the way of life.
Rut there were several ministers in the Church
of Scotland of eminent piety related sot remote-
J¥ to the young Lady Huntly by the ties of
marriage; these bore her on their heartsasa
special burden before the Lord, and after some
rears their prayers were heard on her bebalf.

The first direct instrument in the Lord's work
2pon her heart wasap humble one ; the rick and
the poor meet together, the Lord is the Maker
of them all; and the little captive maid of
Israel, that waits on Naamanr's wife, directs the
jordly leper to the truesource of healing. The
Marchioness repaired in summer to a Highland
residence of the Dukeg of Gordon; and there
she found a pious servant who had been left in
<harge of the house, whese fRdelity she could
appreciate, though she could not discern her
grace. The moustain clanswoman could not
but welcome her youthful lady with joy and
pride, 88 50 meet to wear the honours of the
name; so tall and graceful in form, so beesuti-
ful in counicnance, so noble ia ber bearing, so
engaging in her manaers, so full of life and
mirth. But she was deeply grieved with her
enlire thoughtlessness for ber immortal soul,
and found occasion to drop some little seed of
connsel on the heart that seemed so bard. There
it lay unbeeded for s time, but in due season
the rain descended from above, and the root
began to strike.

The next influence was one that seemed not
favourable, but adverse.  In the large circle in
which she now moved she was brought, for the
first time and unexpectedly, {o witness vice
bearing & bold front that did not seck to veil
itself from society. Her conscience was deeply
wounded, snd she was driven to her knees and
to tht Word of God. Her fricnds began to eall
her snint and Methodist; and she conciuded,
with characteristic vigour, that since she had
got the name without deserving it she might
ag well seck and find the reality, aad become a
saint indeed. She was knit to the Marquis with
a most intense attachment, which oniy grew
with length of rears throughout khis life, and
Lis memory seemed more deeply cheri hed every
vear till her own death.  In the end suie trasted

that the same Lord called him who had awak- |
ened her; but pow be had no more thought of |

things cternal than she had herself at their
marriage.  Buther attachment and regard wete

fully reciprocated on his part: afthaugh he

could not sympgathize, he neither despised nor
thwarted her in her chaice ; and he had seen so
miurh of the world and its emptiness, that hie
rather liked ker choosing the domestic life
which she now preferred.

o s o
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But Lady Huntly had not yet found Christ,
and if the first arrow in her beart was in the
lonely Highlands of Scotland, and the second
emid the gaieties of Eagland, the last scems to
have reached her in Genevs, that old citadel
of the Reformation. A pious Swissladyin that
city appears to have been at length the means
of lending ber mind to the truthasitisin Jesus,
and there He said himself to her soul, * Come
unto me, and I will give you rest.”

With her fect once fairly Zionward, she soon
discovered in Loadon a ministry that would
guide her to the green pastures; she searched
out a school compaunion with whom she conld
hold sweet fellowship; and she read the old
divines with an intelligent carnestness that
resulted in singulsrly clear views of scriptural
truth, with a most discriminating judgment of
her own, from which no opinions of others could
move her. Her progress throughout was marked
by the deliberation and slowness with which
she took every step ot first, aud then by the
Brmness with which her foot was planted on the
ground that bad once been gained.

Side by side with her glorsing in the Cross
of Christ as s} her hope, there was o prompt,
paticat, and courageous taking up of the Cross
and bearing it after Jesus. Her Christian cha-
racter was thoroughly practical from the first
and the knowledge of the Lord's will through-
out was followed step by step with walkiag
in the Lord’s way. Soop after her widow-
bood in 183G, and her consequent return from
Gordoss Cestle to Huntly Lodge, she began to
invite godly ministets, both from the neigbbour-
hood and from g distance, for Christian fellow-
ship and religious exercises; ministers who
could enter into each other’s sympathies, for it
never occurred to ber that * the life, literature,
and doctrine,” which sufficed for a Presbytery,
could constitute & man of God. These meetings
were often singularly refresaing and fruitful,
especially when, after an interval of absence,
they were resumed in later years with a special
view 1o conference amongst the ministers them-
selves. They were continued ta the last, and
one of & very impressive kind took place within
three weeks of her death; she had invited the
next for what turned out to be the day after
her funeral.  Yet she looked on ihis as merely
giving her house to the Lord's seevants; she
interfered in no way with their arrangements,
and counted 3t an ample recompense that she
and her friends stionld afterwards hear of the
more interesting topics of conversation. 1t was
cxactly the same when Ixtterly she gave her
grounds for latrge gatherings of people for the
preaching of the everlasting Gospel.  Before
this time the ministerial mectings had been often
followed by mare public exercises ia theChurch:
andthe quickening of the ministers by conference
was not without a warked cffect in the guick-
cping of all their congregzations.  For the last’
four years one of the parks was thrown apea to
the public for two days tn Midsumner focr
prager and preaching.  From far and near
many thousands cageriy assembled, with much
awakening in the earlier vears and abiding
fruit, and always with deep solemuity, interest
and impression.  Hee house in every room was
ocenpicd with ministers and gifted Iaymen of
al} denominations and from all quarters; yet



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

the Duchess was nothing in it all; it was very
little gaod she couid do in the world; throw-
ing open her house to the Lord’s servants (o
make their own arrangements, and her grounds
to the people to hear God's Word, called for no
personal interposition on her part, and no gru-
titude from them towards her, So also in her
maunificent gifts for missions, for the poor, for
religion, for education; if ber liberality was
half refused, as being too great, she answered,
“1 am such & useless log, I can do no good gi-
rectly to any body ; but [ have gota little mouey
from the Lord, and the anly service I can be of
is to give it away for Him.”

Her love for the means of grace, for the
Word and sacrament aud prayer, wasmost in-
tense, and literally insatiable and boundless.
Others may haveexcellied ber in grace, the
Lord only knoweth ; but we have never known
man or woman, old or young, who exceeded
her in love for themeans of gruce. The Word
and prayer in secrct, the Word cnd prayerin
private, the Word and prayer and the Supper
of the Lord in the meeting of His people, were
loved and resorted to with untwearied persever-
ance and upceasing delight.  Under bodily
wenkness she was often revived by a contin -
ance in religious exercises which would bave
fatigned others in health and strength. Her
spirst nond babits were altogether the r-verse of
sorae who affect spirituxl independence cither
of the regular ordinances of the Gospel or of
more oceasional opportunities ; and till within
a few days of her death, through frest and
rain, sleet or snow, she wasalwaysin the house
of God, at whatever cffort, and always in time.
Few onght to have been less dependent on out-
ward meang, yetnone ever valued those means
more highly, or improved thew more earnestly ;
and her joy in the floly Ghest, her assurance of
the love of God, her steadfnstiess in holy walk-
ing and fruitfulness in all good works, amply
proved how invaluabwe themenns of grace are,
and by the Lord’s blessing how eminently ef-
fectual for growth in grace and in the know-
ledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Duchess had built various schools, and
iargely  assisted in the building of several
churches in Scotland ; but her religious sym-
pathies were not limited to her own country.
From an carly period of life she was frequent-
1y abroad ; she ook a deep and helpful inter-
est in the maintenance nnd spread of the Gos-
pel in France, Haly, and Spain, and cultivated
the friendship of many Christians on the Con-
tinent.  Amongst these, she cheris’ od a special
love and csteem for the late Archduchess of
Hungary, whoge gpirit wag teuly kindred with
der own in love to the Lord Jesus Christ, zeal
for the honour of His name, and desire for the
salvation of souls.

Her end was rather csudden, and she left no
parting words, and bore ns dying testimony ;
for she was not aware of the approach of desth,
when she became unconscious 1o ail that wag
passing around.  This may have been ordered
lest others shoild exalt her above measure, for
all His saints must deerense, that Christ alone
yoay increase.  But three years ago sbe was
brought to the very brink of the grave,
and lingered long on the borders of the
cterpal world.  Sne was then filied to overs
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flowing with the joy of the Lord; she spoke
one by one to her friends and servants, and in
such @ mannec as deeply to move ihe hearts of
all.

The Duchess had a remarkable power and
perseverance in (ntercessory prayer, and never
forgot any person or object that had once en-
gaged herinterest. A thoroughly characteristic
instance occurred a few months before bher deatl:,
when one merning she said to her maid before
rising, #1 have been engaged with three things
this morning thatare all so different, and yet all
occur to-day. I bave been thinking of the
Queen, who is to make her first public appear-
ance to-day at Aberdeen, Lo inaugurate Prince
Albert's statue 5 of Mr. M , in Londop, who
is to preach to-night for the first time in what
was & dancing academy in his parish; and of
Joha's (a young man who hadl formerly been
in her service) examination this afternoon.’

Que of ber great delights for several years
had begn to commit bymns to memory. These
she loved to repeatatany time; till her strepgth
failed she would sing or hum them over in the
ear}y morning hours before she ruse, and when
weaker would rchearse thew meatally. There
were two which she had repeated with grear
earnesiness to her friends within the Jast fort-
night of her tife. Qne was that founded on the
dying words of Samuel Rutherford, “ Glory
dwelleth in Immanuel’s Land,” commencing
thus :—

The sands of time are sinking,
The dawn of Heaven breaks;
The summer morn I've sighed for,
The fair sweet mora, aw akes,

Dark, dack, hath been the midaight,
But dayspring is at hand

Angd Giory, Glory dwelleth
In lmmanuel’s land.

The other is entitled “ Rest,” and begins—

My Saviour, theou hast offered rest,
Oh give iy, then, to me ;

The rest of ceasing from myself,
To find my aill in Thee.

Before sinking into uncongcrousness and Iv-
ing down in death. the last word< she was
heard to utter were taken fromm this hymn—

In thy strong hand 1 lay me down.

Having thus spoken, she fell asieep in a deep
incensibility tu all around : and two days iater
on the Sabhath evening, she fell asleeyp in Jesus,
ber sonl entering on the rest of the everlasting
Sabbath. It is narrated of oue of the Dukes of
Hamilton, who dicdin carly youth, that he ealled
his younger brother to him the day before his
death, and said, “To-motrow you'll be n duke,
and T be a king.” This beloved mother and
princess in Jsracl wears the ducal coronet no
more ; but her spirit mingles with the kings
and priests above, and with ther she ensts her
crown of glory before the Throne, sayving “Thou
art worthy, O Lord, to receive honour and
glory and power; unto Him that loved us and
washed us from our gins in  his own blood and
made us Kings and pricsts unto God, unte him
be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen."—Evangelical Ckristendom,
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CONVERSATION OF CHRISTIANS.

Isitnot very painful tolistenfrom time to time,
10 the couversation of many who call them-
selves, and who, perhaps, are, ‘“the cinldren of
God?” It is frequemly the merest gossip, it is
at times not waunting in theclements of slundar,
it is just ¢ all about nothing;"” when the whole
thing is over we are just about as wise as before
it began. In cvery step we take in life we leave
a footfall behind us; it will not be unprofitable
10 ask, what footprints have we left in our
neighbours' houses? We hope we shall not be
misunderstood. If we were Lo attempl to put a
stop to social intercourse, we should be doing
what we believe is not according to the mind
of God ; we would say 10 God’s people ; Can-
pot the tone of your visiting be raised?

And to tura from our conversein visitingand
company to that of domestic relatiouship:
might we not also profitably ask whether this,
100, could not be improved ? What speaking is
there in our houses of the glorious honour of the
mrjesty of God 7 Are there notmany professing
Christiang' houses in which God, and Christ,
and all holy things, a.e very sceldom spoken
about? Are there not masy bhusbands and wives,
many brothers and sisters, who never inter-
change & word upon the highest, and holiest,
and noblest themes? Are there rot compara-
tively few who cansay, ¢ We telie sweet counsel
together, and walk to the house of God as
friends 7" lave not we, alas! not only been
-backward in leading to holy converse, but do
we not frel 1o gur shame that we hace damped
it und often been the means of extinguishing
it?

And by so doing we have suffered loss; the
beat which comes from the friction of mind
with mind, bas never kindled into a flame; the
power of sympathy, which is as great in spiri-
tual as in temporal things, has had no opportu-
nity of gathering, and of putting forth itsener-
gies; miod has not been drawn out to mind,
and souls have lost that strengthening and
comfort, which, had they gone furth together
10 a commoun object, might have been theirs.
Sec what & oneness exists berween the parents
of children, fpm the very fact, that the father
and mother have a commou interest, and tatk
about it as well as act for it. Iasensibly they
become koit into cach other; their own love
is drawn out towards each other, while they are
spending and being spent npon the common
object of their affections. They do not love
their children with tlus design; they do not
act together with the view of producing this
result; it comes naturally : and just so, when
those who dwell together, love 1he Lerd, aud
talk of Him. their hearts burn within them, as
they journey on the road of tife; aud they are
joined together by a peculiar boud, they foel
that thein interests for cteraity are one, that
they love the one Savionr, and are travelling
on to » common home! Mars the ford caable
us, henceforth, to sancufy more and moare
the converse of home. That blessed word wall
Ybe tnvested with new and more srered associn.
tions; it will have o fresh halo of light thrown
around it, if Jesuz occupy s tree plice in i,
&s the relntion sbhove all others; as the ONE
who, with sclf-existing light, walks amid earih’s
Teasex lights, from the grandsire, whose exhaus-
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ted flame is glimmering in the socket, down
to the last-born child, whose feeble life i3 like
the taper that hag just been lit. The familiar
household words of howe witl be all the mors
precious, if our home be Jesus' home, and His
be the most familiar name, tle the most fréquent
theme ; for wherever He is admitted, He diffu-
ses o fragrance which perfumes all within its
reach; whatever He touches He anoints with
an oil which forbids the rust to eat, and the
heavy wheels of lif’s daily work to creak.

Oh, I can easily understand how in a house-
hold where Jesus is a well-knosn name, life's
weary work is made light, and much of its hard
pressure is removed, and much of what must else
have proved bitteraess, is made sweet.

1f Jesus cater into the thoughts and converse
of daily life, the servant will not be afraid of
profaning fis holy name by encouraging u fel-
Jow-servant to do that day's work to Him; and
the hasband will not forget to svothe anxieties,
and to hush the cares, and still the woman's
fears of the one who looks to him for support
and counsel, by bringing into their conversa-
tions that well-known niuwe—the oame of Him
who is touch~d with a fecling of our infirmi-
ties, and whose heart is so soft, that it takes
the impression of every line of our sorrow:
and so responsive, that it echoes every sigh we
breathe: and she will be to him, even a3 he
has been to her, and, having been counselled in
the name of Gud, will, by the re-active liw,
counsel in the same name again; and havisg
been strengthened in His name, will in that
nume repay, by strengthening in return; and
parents will not forget to make Jesus the sub-
ject of their teachings to their children, and it
may be, that children as they talk of Him, may,
in so doicg, unwitingly fulfil the great reac-
tive law, aud ask some question which will
lead the pareat into some new, and hitherio
undreamed of truth. Thus may Jesus be in our
howmes on earth, for thus, assuredly will He be
in our bome in heaven.—Pawer.

TO-DAY.

Every day is a little life; and our whale lifs
jx but o day repeated, whence it is that old
Jacob numbers his 1ife by days; and Moses de~
sires to be tanght this point of holy arithmetic
to number not his years, bat his davs.  Tnosg,
therefore, that dare Yose a day are dangerousiy
prodigal; those that dare mis-spend it, despe~
rate.—DBushop Hll.

Lo here hath heen dawning
Anather blue day @

Think wilt thon fetit

Shp useless away.

Qut of cternity

This new day 1s born;
Into eteinity

At night will return.

Behold it aforetime
Na eye ever did :
Lo, svon it forever
Frow all eyes is hid,

Yiere hath been dawniog
Anather hluc day;

T iink wilt thon et it

Slip uscless away.~—~Carlyle.
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Eanty Inrrvences.—There can be no greater
blessing than to be born in the light and air of
a cheertul, loving home. It not vuly insures a
bappy childhvod,—if there be health aud &
good counatitution,—but it also makes sure a
virtuous and bappy manhood, and a fresh,
young heait in old age.

INNISMURRAY.

Not the least interesting among the many
retired curners of Great Britain is the island of
Innismurray. It is situated in Donegal Bay,
about five miles from the mainland of Sligo, on
tbe Noith-west coast of Ireland, where the At-
lantic breaks with extreme violence on some of
the finest rock-sceuery of that country. Though
not in itself picturesque, the peculiar supersti-
tions and half savage customs of the natives
render 1t remarkable.  These are little known
even in the immediate neighbourhood. Visitors
at the rising sea-side village of Bundoerau, on
the mainland, bear ¢f them with astonishment,
and it seems to us that a short account of the
island would interest a large circle of readers.
It will serve, at ali events, to show a peint at
which the spheres of primitive and civilized life
touch cach other, where ancient iustitutions
and modern manners coalesce at no great
distance from all the boasted marvels of
scicnce.

Innismurray forms one of that fringe of is-
lands skirting the west coast of freland, which
is evidently & continuation of the Hebrides. It
is & mere speck of a mile long and half a mile
in breadih, rouud which the wild waters of the
Atlantic are continual!ychafing themselves into
foam. The rocky shores fall back upoun patches
of cultivation, which, when manured with
kelp obtained from burning the sea-weed, pro-
duce oats, barley, and, needless to say, pota-
toes. Lobsters are found in great abundance
round the coast. The population used to be
large, some sixteen families ; but half of them
sailed for America in 1847, and the ship was
lost with all on board. The remaining eight
familics ‘ate governed by a local Sovereign.
Lord Palmerston is nominally owner of the is-
lund ; but his rental is not much increased by
the revenues of this distant part of his pro-
perty, as the inhabitants claim complete immu-
nity from all rents and taxes. In common with
all the Celtic tribes of Great Britain, they have
likewige lax views on the subject of Cusiom
House duties, and a greathatred of “ gaugers.”
The nnme of the last King was Hernty,  His
widow, the present Sovercign of the island, ne-
tually made a journey to London in the life-
time of her husband to ask Lord Palmerston to
obtain pardon for him, that monarch being then
in prison (hy no means for the first time) for
having iafringed Queen Victoria's laws rela-
ting to iilicit disuliing.  His subjects fullow
bis example stitl, and, iv spite of all laws and
gangers, annually make large quaatities of
<t potheen.”

The rehigion of the island is supposed to be
Roman Catholic, but as in temporal so in spi-
ritual matters, this cccentric commuuity takes
the Liberty of diff-ring from orihdox views.
They bave two graveyards—ouc fur men, tho
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other for women. In the former, which is of
course the more honourable situation, is a small
ruinous chapel of very old masonry, and in a
cell off this chapel is enshrined a half-length
figure of a monk, the dress and features unmis-
takeably Spanish. The natives treat this image
with almost divine adoration, deeming itu like-
ness of one  Father Malash,” an old priest who
once lived on the island, who was very good to
the people, nnd, atter bic death, sent thea this
image to take care of them. He sent itby sea,
and it landed several bundred years ago at a
certain point, which is still shown. This figure
is considered to have been the figure-head of
one of the vessels of the Spanish Armada,
several of which were wrecked on the north-
west coast of Ireland. The following anecdote
seems a confirmation of this:—A few years
ago, & gentleman, who had been cruising off
the island in bis yacht, wished to play the na-
tives a trick, and perbaps break them off their
idolatrous habits. He lunded a body of sailors,
who carried off the image, and wben the yacht
was well out to sea it was thrown overboard.
Curiously encugh, the Rev. Father was once
more washed ashore at his former landing-
place, of course much strengthening thereby the
faith of his devotees,

Outside the chapel there is a heap of round
stones, which when turned in some particular
manner by the Queen (Mrs. Herity), have the
power of bringing misfortune on any one with
whom she is displeased. It is said to be impos-
sible to count these; and, in fact, from their
similarity of appearance and irregular disposi-
tion, it is almust impossible to arrive twice at
the same result. The sume matter-of-fact gen-
tleman who carried off, ¢ Father Malash” over-
came this difficuity by placing a pea on each
stone as be enumeratead it,

A friend, fiomwhom we have derived the fore-
going purticulars, visited Innismaurray in 1850,
and 1nspected its curiosities, but gave dire
offence to the natives by refusing to takea cask
of potheen back to the mainland. It would
have been dangerous to the cquilibrium of the
rowers to hive done so, and unpleasant for all
parties had the revenue oflicers detected it. As
it was,the islanders grumbled acd cursedwnd -
nally anold crone rushed off to turn the stoncs
on such profitless visitors. Despite the dangers
of tide aud currents, which run there very
swifuly, the party reached home safely. Sad to
say, the mnwives found their charm equally
inoperative in another case. Owing to their ac-
quuintance with Lie sea round their coasts,their
smuggling operations used to give the Custom
House officers much trouble, uatil they procur-
cd u small steamer. The stones were turned &
dozen tines then, and a very large amount of
cursing done, but all to no purpose.

Camden, who had evidently a fellow-feeling
with them in this matter of whisky, tells us
apologeiically that mead used to be ike favou-
rite Irish beverage, but that bees do not abound
wow. ‘The * usquebagh,” however, which they
now make, he allirms to be ¢ exceilent, much
less heatic.g and wore drjing than ours.” Per-
haps St. Patrick drove out bees along with
toads as vermin, and thereby unluckily intro-
duced spirits in their place, which bave had iw
therr turn o be cxodrcised by Father Mathew.
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May all the suceess attend hisefforts which be-
Jell those of St. Guthlac, who effectually ban-
ished all the frightful ¢ fen devils” which used
to haunt Croyland!

Camden gives us the clue to the marvels of
the island. ¢ There w s early an abbey here,”
he says, ** whose ruins are very rude and mas-
sive, with underground cells lighted only by
holes at the top or side. There are also two
chapels and a cell dedicated to St. Molas, with
a stone roof and rude wooden image of the
saint. An altar bard by is called the cursing
altar, and north of it is that of the Trinity,
The walls of the inclosure are from five to ten
feet thick, built without mortar, of large
stones. Onec of the chapels i3 dedicated to St.
Columbkill, and in common with the other and
the cell above-meuntioned is evidently of later
date than the rest of the buildings, as lime is
used in its construction.”

Such sre some particulars of this curious
island. Travellers to more distant lands see
Nature's features on a larger scale, and bring
back proverbial tales of wonder to their less
fortunate bome-keeping brethren ; yet localities
close at hand, but slightly remote from our ex-
perience, always contain much interest and
amusement if diligently examined. We have
attempted to illustrate this in the case of Inuis-
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murray. To the archreologist, the artist, and
the naturalist our western isles are replete
with instruction. He who only travels for the
sake of changing his usual horizon need not
necessarily seek the Continent. However rich
the nation may become, it will always be be-
yond the power of the multitude to penctrate
into foreign lands; yet, so universal is the taste
for travelling, it is well to be assured that the
man “ with eyes” (to adapt the good old story)
mey find much more at home than the one
* with no eyes” will discern abroad.

In conclusion, it may be remarked how sin-
gularly Ireland has been left high and dry, for
the most part, by that flood of civilization and
improvement which has so long been streaming
from the East over us to the New World. May
such relics of superstition as we have been
gathering together be soon, like the original
Father Malash, things of the past! That the
country of Brian Bora and the O’Neils, which,
like ourselves, struggled in vain against the
inroad of Norman civilization, may abound in
every cxpression of civil freedom, social fellow-
ship, and individual self-respect, momentary
impulses passing into settled convictions, and
all national ill customs vanishing before an
enlarged scose of responsibility, is the earnest
prayer of all who love Ireland.—Once a Week.

Subbutl Headings.

THE WISE MEN'S VISIT.
MATTHEW 11
Concluded from page 126,

But they did not find the Saviour in Jeru-
usalem. e whom they sought was not
in the king's palace, nor in the home of the
noble and great. In vain they sought
him there. Butthe jealousy of Uerod was
roused by their inquiries, and he caused
those versed in sacred lore to search and
see where the Messiah was to Le born.
“And they said unto Irim, In Bethichem
of Judea: for thus it is written by the pro-
phet, and thou Dethlchem in the land of

Judea, art not theleast among the princes ‘

of Juda; for out of theeshall come a Gov-
ernor, that shall rule my people Isracl.”
The wise men were not guided at once to
Bethlehem, but brenght Ly the Providence
of God to a city where they might learn
more accurately about the place of his na-
tivity—a very common modc of deatng.
‘When God'’s people pray, aud scek to Him,
He does not immediately bring them to
the land which they desire. lle does
not grant their prayer in the way they
expect, but opens up the way gradually
before then, that their faith may bo tried,
and they may be encouraged not to faint,

but still pursue.  So it ofien happens with
those who are aroused to an earnestsearch
after God. They cry aloud for Him, They
are instant and continual with the cry,
Where is he that is born King of the Jews ?
They are driven by deep convictions of sin
and they are invited Ly the promises of
God tn seck after IHim, if by apy means
they may attain to a true knowledge of
His ways and toa closer communion. They
pray and vray earnestly; but heaven i<
not opened «t their prayer, nor Joes the
glory of the Lord instantly appear at their
cry.  Noris their evil nature 1 a moment
eradicated.  The love of God does not at
t once fill the heart ; but there are periods
i of forgetfulness, and the strong resolutions
| by which we bound oursclves to serve the
Lord are snapped, like burned hemp, and
the vows by which we dedicated ourselves
te Him Jie broken around us, and the oaths
of fealty which we swore have been falsi-
fied. Then the incipient saint is disheart-
ened. Hec promised himself far other
things than these. IIe is wearied with
his faillings, and discouraged because no
angel appears to comfort him.  His frith
fails, and he is realy to give up in despair.
No star appears to guide bim—no sign of
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the Saviour having come. In such ways
God tries and disciplines his servants that
they may become steadfast soldiers of the
cross. By such hidings of His counte-
nance for a season, He tests the zeal and
carnestness of those who aresecking Him.
And many are discouraged and give up the
search, because their zeal is the flash of a
moment, and their fiery ardour is soon cool-
ed by the returning love of the world.
But the faitbful struggle the livelong night
and though sorely terapted will not let go
the promises, and in the morning they re-
ccive the blessing. Yea though the Lord
delay his coming, and there seems no an-
swer or sign of answer to their prayer, still
they cease not from their supplication. At
the seventh time, the Lord God of Elijah
shall fulfil His promise, and send abun-
dance of rain upon the thirsty heart.

The wise men receive certain tidings of
the Saviour, and are puton the right road.
The place which scemed dead, and want-
ing all spiritual illumination was yet most
gifted with knowledge. Thosc who knew
where Christ was to be born, who had been
taught from carliest infancy to have faith
in a coming Messiah, were careless about
his coming, while the poor Gentiles, who
had groped darkly with vague rumours in-
stead of the sure word of prophecy, were
carnest and indefatigable searchers after the
Saviour.

The information they wanted was found
in Scripture, the only fountain of saving
knowledge. Thanks be to God this Book
is not confined (o scribes and priests! The
well is open that all may drink of itsstreams
and be refreshed. Hither comes the labour-
er*and finds rich promises to console him
for the hard work and trials of his daily
toil. Hither comes the sinner that as in
a mirror he may sce himself as he appears
in the sight of Heaven. Hither come the
weary and the heavy laden, sick of the
round of worldly joys, oppressed by cares,
finding nor rest nor satisfaction in all things
that are done under the sun. 1ither
«omes the homeless, Jestitute sinner, driven
from the earthly things in which he trusted,
and having no hope from the wrath to
come. Ilither comes as to a house of re-
fuge the conscience-stricken one, who sees
the law as a rclentless avenger thirsting
for his death. Hither comes the pilurim,
wayworn with the journey of life, and the
warrior tired with the sounds of battle
and faint with the toil of the ceaseless con-
flict.  Aud the weak and the strong, the
wisc and the foolish come ;—and for all
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there is a portion provided in Scripture.
There they learn of Christ, the Saviour,
who supplies all wants, nor says to any
of the house of Jacob, Seck ye my faco in
vain: and when all other books have lost
their charm, there is an undying intcrest,
an unfading glory in the Bible. "When
we stand on the shores of time, and launch
our frail bark upon the ocean of eternity,
the spirit of God breathes from its pages a
gentle wind that wafts the soul to heaven.
The Saviour descends as our pilot, and
guides us through the darkness and tem-
pest of that lone hour. He quells the
angry voice of an accusing conscience. As
of old e spoke to the tremulous waves on
the sca of Galilee, ¢ Peace, be still,’ and there
was a great calm, and immediately the
shore was reached ; so a present God He
is with his saints, and will still the angry
tempest of the soul.

Amid the howling wintry sea,
We are in port if we have Thee.

They departed from Jerusalem to seek
the child in Bethlehem; “and, lo, the star,
which they saw in the cast, went before
them, till it came and stood over where the
young child was. When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great
Joy. And when they were come into the
house, they saw the young child with Mary
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped
him: and when they bhad opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts,
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And
being warned of God in a dream that they
should not return to erod, they departed
into their own country another way.” The
scene of this story opens abruptly with the
wise men on their journey and almost at
the gates of Jerusalem. We follow their
history till they turn their backs upon
Bethlehem. A natural curiosity would
impel us to piercc the impenetrable night
from which they are seen advancing, and
to demand their race, their habits, their
hopes, their acquaintance with the Messiah.
Did they understand the object of their
journey as we do ? IHow came they to have
any knowledge of it at all? How were
they selected as the ambassaders of the
heathen to  present the homage of the
Gentile world to the king of the Jews?
And now that they have escaped into the
darkuness again, fain would we ask the par-
ticulars of their after career.  We cannot
help wondering whether they sunk silently
into ublivion without monument or sign of
their journey, or whether they devoted
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themselves to the spread of the Messiah’s
fame. But this very darkness,on the pre-
ceding and subsequent parts of their his-
tory, drives in our attention and centres it
more upon their emotion on behokling the
star and their devotion on seving their
Lord.

Gh, Blessed Star, that shonest so cleavly
on the plains of Judea with steady light,
and didst guide the wandering Geutile to
bis Saviour—Dblessed above all stars that
stud the firmament and nightly kindle
their twinkiing fires in the fathomless
depths of space—send us but one ray to
gwide our benighted souls, to cheer owr
drooping hearts in our search for the
Saviour, that we too with humble plety and
ecarnest devotien may take the way from
Jerusalem to Bethlehiem, and join ourselves
to the cas'ern sages,anid see the young chilid
with Mary his mother !

For thesr labowss are at length erowned
with sucecss, They find im in whom ther
soul delighted. They find Him whois born
kiug of the Jews, God wmay try the faith-
ful by a long and perplexing seaeh, but at
length he brings them to the Saviour.
They way Jose their guiding star, and wan-
der wot knowing weil whither they are
going. For a long time they may trav.
as pilgrims in a strange tand.  Livht shail
at lengih Qasen apon then, and when they
see the star thev shall rejoice with escecd-
ing great jox.  Thus by devions paths Ged
led his ancient churgh for wany years
through the wilderuess, purifying it and
fitting it for the prowused land.  Thaus for
long ages Gad whivwed the Gentile nations
to stsay farther and farther from the true
path and from the way of pea-e, and give
themselves up 1o warship faise Gods thag
are none.  Bui we cannot help bebeving
the eye of a Father followed the eming
child:en, ana prepved to res ue them from
the depths into which they hod allen. The
star which  shone when the world was
young hiad gwded the steps of the patreiar-
chal churehr; and thonsh the mnsis and
impene vable gloom of hethenicin obsemr-
ed its sight, yet agiin it re aspeats and the
Ganile warll seuds her wisest aud her
best with huwmble offering to the Messiab,
Though for a small season Gud hide his
fare from his people, it that he may ~hine

forih in the wmore bnlhant eff dgence. 1Y

be bas scut darkuess, yea, thick” daikness
sjou the nations, it is that the Gopd
Jight may shine tve more clear’y, when 1he
Sun of uglitcousness arises with healing
wuder bis wings. For of this we are assur-
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ed that those who seck the Saviour shall
find bim, and to those who knock at the
gate of mercy it shall be opened. The
road to the cross of Calvary is maskel by
the fuotsteps of those who found peace.
The road of tha watld, like the teack of the
heathen  god’s  car, is strown with the
mangled corpses of the slain and the bones
of iis victims bleaching unburied in the
desert aiv,  Sull to all willing pilgrims
shines the Star of Bethlehem. The eye of
faith discerns it and follows its guiding
Light. Sull keep its lght in view, and
reinember the journey of the wise men of
the cast who sought the infant Saviour and
found Him.

Ne'er may we lose it from our sight

Titl all our hiopes and thoughts are led
To where it stays its lucid flight

Qver our Savivur's lowly bed.

THE GREAT TEMPLE.

There stands a wondrous fabric old,

Whose sides around grey mist enshrouds
Three-score and live fuir shafts uphold

‘The base ; the dome surmouats the clauds

Full many an age, our sires surveyed
This pile with contemplation deep;
And az they upwards gazed and prayed,

Sweet teurs of rapture oft would weep

In beights, and deeps, in cast and west,
Wittt searching eye the critic sought;
Aud all he found of fairest, best,
lie for this temple's service brought.

The monarchs in the realms of mind
Stooped 1o the humbiest office liere ;

And science’s proud Jord inclined,
ocile as liwde child, his ear. '

O happy times, when Christ the Lord
Found simpfe henrets to own his swayl

What phanton from the guif ablorred,
Has scared thase generous loves away?

Where now the priests of spirit meck,
Who ere they tench, deign to be tanghs,
Choose the good pact, and lowly seek
At Jesus' teet what Mary sought?

Each for himseif a temple rears,
And his own image sets on bigh.

Men are as gads ; 10! now apjienrs
Fulilled the serpent’s prophecy !

0 love eternal ! fix once more

Thy dwelling-pliace in man’s cold heaxt,
Dur members dead 1o hife cestore,

And Thine own sacred rights assert.

"Tis Thine 1o teach ; tis our's to bow
With meek ducility 10 Thee;

Qur only rightfut Muster Thow,
The children of Thy wisdom, we.~Tho|
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ALEXANDER WALKER,
IMPORTEE OF STAPLE AND FANCY DRY GOODS,
ST.-ANDREW'S BUILDINGS, ST. PETER STREET,

MONTREAL,

KINGAN & KINLOCH,
GENERAL WHGLESALE GROCERS,

CORNER OF ST. PETER AND ST. SACRAMENT STS,,
MONTREAL.

S. GREENSHIELDS, SON & CO.,
DRY GOODS,

WHOLESALE,
No=. 33 & 35 ST. SACRAMENT STREET,

MONTREAL.
Grey Cotton, English and  Scotch  Irish Linens, i Silks,
White Shirtings, -+ Tweed, Gloves and Hosiery, Lace Goods,
Jeanc Stripes, » Canadian do., do, Straw Hats and Bon- | Artificial Flowers,
Priats, . Doeskins, i nets, Mco's and Boys' Caps,
Fancy Flannels, Cloths, Ladies' Mantles, Small Wares, &c.
Dress Gooils, . Bags and Bagging, * Shawls,

BOARD AND EDUCATION.
CHATHAY, C. E.

B REV. JAMES BLACK, M.A,, will be happy to receive as pupils » few young gentlemen,
who will board with the family, and will be carefully trained in a1l the brancbes of & liberal

cducation. Special attention will be given to their preparation either for the Uaiversity or for

commercial life. Any information that may be required will be submitted on application.

BOARD AND EDUCATION.

Buraside House, McGill Coliege Arenue,
MONTREAL.

rl\HR MISSES (Neil) McINTOSiH beg to inform their fricads that they are prepared to receive

o few additional Bearders, to whom a liberal educaticn will be imparted.

As Burnside House is sitoated in one of the bealthicst parts of Montreal, and as the Misses
Mclntosh devote their whole time and attention to the instruction and comfort of their Boarders,
aad are assisted by an cfficient staff of Teachers, for the diffcrent Branches, they kave cvery
canfidence in bringing their csiablishment under the notice of parents and guandians.

References kindiy permitied 10 1—

Rev. Dr. MaTamsoy, Montreal.
Rev. Do Winzes, “
Rev. W. M. ixcuis, M.A,, Kingston.

Hox. L. H. Hovvoy, Montreal.
Aiex. Mozniy, Bsq.,, M.P.P, =
Tnos. M. Tavuox, Esq. s

Rgv. W. Lziven, D.D., Pringipal of Queen's Colicge, Kingston.

Also to the parents of the children at present ander theoic charge, whose nzmes, along with
all other necessary information w.il be submitied on application.
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SAVAGE & LYMAN,

CATHEDRAL BLOCE,NOTRE DANME STREET MOIx TREAL,

Have always on hand an assortmeat of

GOLD AND SILVER WATCHES

OF SUPERIOR QUALITY, WARRANTED GOOD TIME KEEPERS;

B HELLLRY

OF THE NEWEST DESIGN, AXD IN GREAT VARIETY;

"SILVER TEA AND COFFEE SETS,

JUGS, GOBLETS, OUPS, SAL.VERS, SPOOKS, FORKS, LADLES, &c.;
ELECTRO- PLATEBTEAAHB(}G“TEESEI‘&S?OOHS, FORKS, &c.

ALS0,

COMMUNION SETS, leecu:o plato gnd Bntannw. dotel ; TABLE & POCKET CUGTLERY,
by tho best makers; PAPIER MAQHE WARE, in Tablcs, Work Boxes, Desks, &c.;
OPERA AND FIELD GLASSES, TELESGOPBS, and SPECTAOCLES; BABOHETERS
THERXOMBTERS, MARBLE and othar CLOGKS;

FANS, PURSES, LE.‘.THBR TRAVELLING BAGS, aad » great vanc'v of srticles too
numerous 50 mention.

ROBERT MILLER,

(LATE R. & A. MILLER))

S@Hﬂﬁi -BOOK PUBLISEER, WHOLESALE STATIONER,

AXD DMPORIER OF

ENGLISE AND AMERICAX PAPER HANGINGS AND WINDOW SHADES,
BOOKBIHDER AND BLANK BOOK MARUFACTURER.

.&GE!\T FOR

LOVELL’:» SUPERIOR SCHOOL BOOKS,

’Jor' almost aniversslly ased throughdai Lanads;

D. P. SQUIER & CO.,
HNanxfacturers of Strew bosrds; Straw, Hanifls, end all 'kmds of Wrapping Papers;

gcmsglmnxgslat:s,
WALKDEN & WATERS
Snpeﬁm&ﬁo_e_lmi;xﬂinglnks.

I3 TERNS REGULATED BY THE AMQUXNT EOUGHT. £

50 ST FRANCOIS XAVIER STREET,

MOXTREAL.



DAWSON BROTHERS,
BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS,

No. 23 GREAT ST. JAMES STREET,
i ' MONTREAL

DR. LENGE'S LIFE OF/JESUS-OHRIST.
SYI;I; ‘ Q\O :

I3

— S~y
The object of this comprehensive - nd mesterly Lotk is at once to refu’e the views of the life
of our Lord which have been propagated by nggau‘vl’critic‘ and to .sifbgﬁtnte that consist-
ent histery which a traly scientific, enlightened, aggd incontroverﬁble«qﬂt}ctsm edunces from the

Gospels. ~
The work is divided into three Books. Tbe First k is@&c/}‘o&ﬁéwry 1n this the suthor
explodes the philesophical fallacies on which the negative ™ itifism rests, and exposes its un-

sound and inconsistent principles of criticism, establishing in opposition, the fandamental ideas
of the Gospel histary (especially that of an individgal incarnation), and delivering the princi-
ples and method of & trostworthy criticism. The so®ices of the Life of Jesus sre then also dis-
cussed, and the santhenticity and credibility of the Godpe]s are vindicated, their origin unfolded,
their unity exbibited, and their peculiarities illustrated with greater detail and in o more inte-
resting menner, than has clsewhere been done.

The Second Book which is the bulk of the work, presents o detniled history of the life of
Jesns, drswn from the Gospels by & minute critical examination, This i3 given in what is tech-
nicslly cslled a pragmstical narmative ; thet is to say, it is 50 narrated that it is explained,
cvery character introduced is rendered distinct and intelligiblg ; every word and action appears
in conxnection with its motive 2nd meaning, and the whole is set in a framework of carefal; his-
torical, chronological, and topographical reseavch. It thus forms virtually & pregannt com-
meatary on the Gospels, while the reader is not interrupted by discussions of coatroverted
points, nor by verbal criticism. All this is relegated to the notes which scecmpany each sec-
tion, and which further confirm, or show the grounds of those views which are stated in the

l text.

i TWhile the Second Book, preseats the life of Jesus in that unity which"is formed by the four
» sccounts taken together, the Third Book gives us that same life in its four different aspects, ac-
* cording to the foar different Evangelists. In the Second Book one representstion is given,
' formed from the four narratives: in the Thind, these four represeutstions are separately given
ll ja their individual integrity. This is not the least instructive portion of the work, bringing

out, =s it does very distinctly, the fine arrangement of cach Gospel, and the propriety and har-
mony of its Tarions materizal.

The above valosble work is now nearly ready. It has been transiated by the Rxv. Mawmcrs
Dops, A, and will bz compleied in six volumes 8vo.
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Three volumes wil! be resdy in May, fnd the remsinder in Jane or Jzlr.

The price to Subscribers for the whole set will be $10.
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The Books will be neatly and strongly bonad in cloth, and the edges will be trimmed and

stained.
T.& T. CLARR.
Edinburgh.
DAIYSON BROS.
22 Great St James' St
- Montreal.
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*« THE REPORT OF THE GECLOGICAL SURVEY CF CANADA,
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