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Fditorial Aotes and Comments,

—We regret very much to learn from the local papers of
fichmond that the citizens of that place are not altogether
unanimous in their loyalty towards St. Fraucis College. An
important meeting of the Trustees of the College was lately
held on the return of the Principal from his holidays, at which
an investigation brought out the fact thatl, even among the
Trustecs themselves, there was at least one gentleman who

‘thought that matters were in an unsatisfactory state. It can

hardly be possible that citizen or trustee would care to do
such an important institution an injury. The history of the
institution is the history of the place, and, to be loyal towards
it, is as much of a duty to every inhabitant of Richmond as
it is for such to have a pride in the place itself and its progress.
If the dissatisfied trustee be correctly reported, we can hardly
see how he can justify his attacks upon the College by saying
that “he himself had been persistently maligned and misrepre-
sented Ly certain persons ever since he had been in Richmond,
and had been traduced in the press.” The substance of his
complaints seems to be that the College is not, as it should be,
a close corporation; that the different Christian denvminations
arc not properly represented on the Board of Trustees; that the
Principal has shown a dispusition to favor one particular
Church, and has been partial in the distribution of the honors

acquired by students. In the spirit of such complaints,
16
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moreover, several letters had appeared in the newspaper of a
neighboring village; but as Mr. Hepburn was in a position to
repudiate either being the writer or the inspirer of the articles
in question, his defence was confined to what he had said about
the College among his parishioners and fellow-townsmen, and
for this he expressed vegret. In justification of the Prineipal,
under whom the institution has enjoyed a longer period of
prosperity, perhaps, thau at any time previously, the matter
could not be allowed to rest here, and, before the meeting closed,
the following resolution was passed : “ We, the Corporation of
St. Francis College, having heard the statement made by
Principal Bannister ¢ the standing of the College, and in view
of what has appeared in the Granby ZLeader, desire to place on
record our satisfaction with the status of the College and our
continued confidence in Principal Bannister, and we repudiate
as false and misleading what has appeared in the Granby
Leader.” Our purpose in referring to this matter is not so much to
give publicity to the event, as to urge upon all our communities
the necessity of rallying round the school of the distriet. M.
Hepburn, in his defence, disclaimed any desire on his part to
injure the College, his purpose being merely to improve what
he thought to be defective in the management of the institution.
And we cannot but accept his statement as an honest one. His
manner of bringing about a reform, however, is objectionable, and
it is this we wish to emphasize in mentioning the case. The
teacher needs sympathy from all—not antagonism. His work is
the work of the community, and, unless the community comes
to the support of his conscientious efforts in behalf of the coming
community, there is a canker eating at the root of intellectual
progress in such a locality. Tt is always a suicidal policy to
defame the teacher. Even when he is thought to le wrong or
injudicious, there is a way of coming near him with sympathetic
advice, and we can hardly think that the outcome of the
Richmond investigation does other than prove this. As a
parallel case to the above, we have followed, with some
interest a libel suit in England, in which a member of the School
Board was charged with defaming the teacher. The summing-
up of the Judge, Mr. Justice Vaughan Williams, is as follows :—

“ Undoubtedly, the words which were published were words
which were capable of the meaning—that the writer charged the
plaintiff with personal cruelty towards the children. We have
had this investigation, and I must say that it is abundantly clear
that the defendant could make out no case of any such cruelty.
On the other hand, f think everyone who haswatched the evidence
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must feel satisfied that the defendant, although he may not have
acted, or did not act discreetly in what he did and what he
wrote, was actuated by a sense of duty, as a member of a School .
Board, and he is obviously & man who, quite apart from his own
having been punished, takes an interest in the welfare of the
children. In one respect I think he was right. I do think
that when the defendant tried to get a resolution passed as to
corporal punishment being administered by the head teacher
alone, carried out in its integrity, he was doing a thing for the
interests of both children and teachers, and I do not suppose
that any man will for a moment believe that you can conduet
a large school of this sort without having resort to a course of
corporal punishment. Good sense will concur in the view
that corporal punishment must be administered ; but it should
be administered gravely and deliberately, and Ly far the greater
punishment should be left in the hands of the head teacher,
and never delegated to the assistants. I hope the result of
this case will be that that rule will be acted on strictly in this
school, and I hope the punishments will be entered up in the
log book. I hope one more thing, and that is that the result
of this trial will e that the plaintiff and the defendant will be
good friends and work together. We see there has been a
disposition to do so on the part of both of them. When the
question of the heal master’s increase of salary came up, the
defendant showed «t that time, at all events, that he was
absolutely free from any ill-will against the plaintiff, because
he supported the motion.”

—The formation of a Dominion Association of Teachers is a
movement of the greatest interest to Canadian educationists.
There are many questions of an inter-provincial character which
can be discussed by the members of such an Association
in the light of experience gained in different sections of the
country, and, with the success of the National Association of the
neighboring republic before them, the Provisional Couneil cannot
but enter upon their work with hope. The question will, no
doubt, come up for further consideration at the Teachers’
Convention in October.

—The remote Newfoundland is moving in a direction which
the Province of Quebec has been finding out to be the right
direetion. A Bill has Leen passed authorizing the Government
to spend $15,000 for the improvement of the schools, and the
Colonial Secretary, in addressing the Legislature, said that the
greatest amount of goud to be derived from this grant would
be the raising of the teachers’ salaries. The schools there, as
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elsewhere, have suffered from the moving about of the teachers
from place to place, and this can only be remedied, it is said,
by making the various positions of more value. We trust the
Government of Quebee have it in mind to follow the example
of Newfoundland, in increasing the subsidy for our elementary
schools.

—On account of the various reports we have had te make
space for this month, other matter has had to lie over. In the
meantime we subjoin among owr Current Bvents the report of the
meeting of the Executive Council of the Provinecial Association,
in reference to.the coming Convention.

Curyent Toents.,

—Subjoined is to be found the programme of the Annual
Convention of the Provincial Association of Protestant Teachers,
to be held in the McGill Normal School, Montreal, on the 22nd,
23rd and 24th of October next, and the indications, so far, point
to a very successful gathering.

On the WEDNESDAY EVENING, previous to the Convention,
there will be a meeting of the Executive Committee, in the
Normal School, at eight o’clock.

On THURSDAY MORNING, from 10 to 12 a.m., the following
is the programme —Organization, Reports of (1) Executive
Comnittee, (2) Treasurer, (3) Curator, (4) Pension Commission-
ers, (5) Representative en Protestant Committee, (6) Commitiee
on Canadian History, (7) Committee on Text-Books, (8) Com-
mittee on A. A. Examinations, (9) Committee on Examination
of Elementary Schools, (10) Committee on distribution of
Grants. N.B.—The reports of the above Officers and Com-
mittees must be in writing, and cannot be allowed to exceed
five minutes each, except by permission of the Executive
Committee.

On THURSDAY AFTERNOON, from 2 to 5 p.m., the routine
business is to occupy fifteen minutes, when the following items
will be attended to :— Professional training of Teachers,” R. J.
Hewton, M.A; “Efficiency of our Elementary Schools,” E. A.
Dyer, Esq., M.P., W. H. Lambly, Esq. Discussion.

On THurspAY EVENING, beginning at 8 p.m., the following
programme will be carried out :—The President’s Address, Rev.
E. 1. Rexford, B.A.; Address, Wm. Crocket, Esq., M.A., Morrin
College, late Superintendent of Education, New Brunswick;
Music and Readings.

On Fripay MoRrNINg, from 9 to 12 aan, routine business
will again engage the attention of the Convention for fifteen
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minutes, after which the election of Officers will take place.
Dr. Robins will read a paper on the “Study of Form,” and
the Rev. T. Z. LeFebvre, will read a paper on “Hints in Teach-
ing French.”

On FripAy AFTERNOON, from 2to 5 p.m., the following is
the programme :—“ How to Teach Physiology and Hygxene in
School,” " Dr. T. Wesley Mills, M.A.; “ Physical Education,”
W. A Kne(,lmd B.C.L ;“Llement'uy School Work.”

On Fripay EVENING, there will be a Conversazione, when
an address of velcome will be read to the delegates from other
Associations, from whom, in turn, addresses are expected. The
meeting will be enlivened with musie, readings, ete.

On SATURDAY Mor¥NING, from 9 to 12 am., the following
is the programme :—Paper on “ Our Academies,” by Dr.
Harper; paper on “Teaching Staff of Superior Schooh G W,
Parmelee, M.A.; and a paper on “School Libraries, " J. W,
Ale\ander B.A.

The followmrr notices have been affixed to the Official
Programme, which ought to be carefully considered by those
proposing to attend the Convention :—(1) The railroads will
allow the usual reduction of one-third fare for the return trip,
to all attending this Convention. To secure this reduction,
members, on purc]nsmfr railway tickets, must get a eerhiﬁcate,
signed b) the Railway Agent at thestarting pomt Purchase a
first- class, full-fare, one w%y ticket, and obfain a certificate for
purchase from the Agent. These certificates are supplied free
by all Ticket ﬁ&cr(,nl;s, but to secure them you should be at the
station at least ten minutes before the train is due to leave.
(2) Teachers on reaching the city, must report themselves at
the Normal School, where, after registering, they will be
received by the HOSplt‘lhby Committee. (3) The Hospitality
Committee offers no free entertainment this year, but has made
arrangements, by means of which all registered lady members
of the Association can obtain good board and lodging in the
vicinity of the Normal School for fifty cents a day. Sillets at
the above rate for ladies, and at Sl 00 for gentlemen, can be
procured beforehand, by writing to the Se(’,lemr) or by applying
at the McGill Normal School, “on arrival in Montreal. ) By
order of the Executive Commlttee none but registered members
will be recognized as attending the Convention, or be allowed
to occupy members’ seats, or otherwise to take part in the
proceedings. (5) Members can register their names with the
Treasurer, at the Normal School, at any time during the days
when the Convention is in session. For further pfutlcuhrs,
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application may bhe made to Mr. 186 W. Arthy, High School,
Montreal, from whom a copy of the full Oflicial Programme
may also be vbtained.

—Educational changes do not scem to come singly, for while
our own province has seen the movement that has led to the
appointment of a new Rector of the Montreal High School, and
a new Secretary of the Department ; New Brunswick has had a
new Superintendent of Edueation, while Nova Scotia has lost its
present incumbent of the Superintendency. In MeGill Uni-
versity, the new stafl' of professors enter upon their duties
under the most auspicious circumstances, and 1t is said that the
re-arrangement of school and college affairs in Bishop’s College
is looked forward to as an advancement for all; Stanstead
College has been able this year to enter upon its third session
under Principal MceHunnond, with full expectation of an im-
proved record; St. Irancis College, is not likely to suffer from
the bit of breeze that has blown over its affaivs, while Morrin
College expects a larger TFreshmen class than usual, with its
other classes undiminished in numbers.

—We expected to issue the usual divectory of the teachers
of our Superior Schools this month but though the Principals
were asked to furnish us with the details, by return of mail, on
the 1st of Scptember, the list is still incomplete. Of the
changes so far, we can speak of My. Solandt’s appointment to
the Principalship of Aylmer Academy, Mr. Hopkins to Beebe
Plain, Miss Mackenzie to Bryson, Mr. D. M. Gilmour to Hem-
mingford, Mr. Moore to Inverness Academy, Miss Melrose to
Leeds, Mr. MecCutcheon to Magog, Miss Goodfellow to Orms-
town, Mr. Ryan to Portage du Tort, and Miss Cofling to
Warden. Latev, we have been informed of Miss Cole’s appoint-
ment to Farnham, Miss Goodfellow’s to Ormstown, Mr. Ryan’s
to Portage du Fort, and Mr. James Bennic’s to Shawville,

—We have been favoured with a look at a very ingenious
little machine for the use of students in logie, which will no
doubt lead to the necessary certainty in testing the validity of
syllogisms. The machine has been invented by the Rev.
Professor Maeadam, of Morrin College, Quebee. After the
student has ascertained the symbolical letters, designating the
quantity and guality of the three propositions in any syllogism,
and has adjusted the instrument accordingly, it will exhibit the
correctness or incorrectness of the syllogism in question, in all
the possible moods and figures. The invention is a development
and mechanical application of a method successfully adopted by
Prof. Macadam, in his lectures to the students of Morrin College.
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—The Montreal Siar, at the beginning of the month, had an
excellent article on whas it is pleased to call the “ New MeGill.”
In this article it refers to the New Education as an education
that is likely to be of service to the coming man in Canada :—
“ Much might be said concerning the resources of Canada, in
field, forest and mine, which are to be developed with new skill
by men trained at McGill as Canadians have never hitherto been
trained. While these special gifts of nature to owr country
will be steadily kept in view by the teachers of MeGill, Canada’s
chief resources, on which all others depend for their value, con-
sists in its youth,from among whom the best should find their way
to the University. Upon their aptitude, invention,initiative and
executive ability, joined to the sterling character of young
Canada, rests the future of our country. Munificence, divected
by the soundest judgment, has done its part. It now remains
with the teachers of the Dominion, with Canada’s educational
system as a whole, to sift out from the schools such youths as
can enter McGill's new departments with most promise. The
highest forms of talent and faculty ave very rave, but they attest
themselves unmistakably. Method is fast taking the place of
hap-hazard ways of doing things. On the quality of a com-
paratively few leaders in science and art, as in manufacture
and trade, rests the future of Canada.  Are not these men worth
looking for, or must we wait in the old way fer chance to cast
a few of them to the surface, or for the indomitable energy of a
few niore to give them at last a place fairly high, perhaps, but
far lower than would be theirs with timely, intelligent recog-
nition ? In the citizenship of the United States, less than one
per cent. are graduates of universities, and yet, a handful as they
are, they fill three-fifths of the forcinost positions in the land !}
Well will it be with Canada when, in Huxley’s phrase, the
ladder of education rests with its foot in the gutter, every rung
free for ascent to the university as the top.”

Practical Hints and Examination Papers.

—Intelligence, faith, co-operation, unity, sympathy—these are rungs
in the Jacob’s ladder of our life and work upon which the angels
travel, bringing glad tidings and unspeakable gifts to man.  These are
more than mere per cents, of money value in business, they are an
imperishable, cverlasting possession.  This is the reward of the
teacher, of the editor, of the 7¢al worker in the world. Money is
good, is necessary, with which to pay bills as @ means to an end.

—The power to think for one’s self has too little standing in the
school, and we do not insist enough upon the appreciation of the
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worth of school work. Too often we try to wheedle our children into
knowledge. We disguise the name of work, mask thought and invens
schemes for making education easy and pleasant. We give fanciful
names to branches of study, make play with object lessons and illu-
strate all things. To make education amusing, an easy road without
toil, is to train up a race of men and women who will shun what is
displeasing to them. But there is no substitute for hard work in
school if we are to have a properly trained people ; we must teach the
value of work and overcome the indifference of ignorance.— Century.

—A boy wrote the following essay on * Boots”—* First the boots
would be made of leather, which would come from the backs, which
have been roaming about America, Africa, England, or some other
foreign country, and it is shot by the Americans or the Africans.
The skin is carelessly taken off and put down a pit on a bark to be
tanned. It is then sticked together with thread and soled to the
cobbler who seils it in his window to byers. When the holes ware
in them they are taken back to the cobblers, who soals them for us by
paying half a crown for men’s, and one and six for women’s hoots.
It is a good thing to he a postman, as he gets his boots for nothing,
as well as a pair of clothes if he stops at the jobh.”

—“ Ve are not quite sure,” says the Schoolmaster, to what Canon
Kelly referred when he said that examination by sample ‘induced an
amount of uncertainty.” For a labor certificate it will be necessary to
have individual examination, so long as the certificate is granted only
to those able to pass a specified examination. In such cases examina-
tion by sample would induce ‘an amount of uncertainty.” But Canon
Kelly must know perfectly well that, in order to express an opinion
on a school as a whole, and as to the efficiency with which the work
of the school is being carried on, a sample examination is no more
likely to lead to uncertainty than individnal examination. An ex-
perienced inspecter would gather a juster idea of the school and its
work by spending a day in the school when it is at its ordinary work
than from an examination of any kind, by sample or otherwise.”

—A Scotch contemporary is responsible for the following :—A
laborer at the Dundee harbor lately told his wife, on awakening, a
curious dream he had during the night. IHe drecamed that he saw
coming toward him, in order, four rats. The first was one very fat,
and was followed by two lean rats, the rear rat being blind. The
dreamer was greatly perplexed as to what evil might follow, as it has
been understood that to dream of rats denotes coming calamity. Ile
appealed to his wife concerning this, but she, poor woman, could not
help him. His son, a sharp lad, hearing his father tell the story,
volunteered to be the interpreter.  “The fat rat,” he said, “is the man
who keeps the public house that ye gang till sae often, and the twa
lean anes are me and my mither, and the blind ane is yourself, father.”

—There is an evil under the sun. It is the two-session primary
school with the one-session children. Tt is the two teachers’ work
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with the one teacher’s salary. It is the city which can afford water-
works, and electric lights, and fourth of July celebrations and high-
school buildings, and—and—anything except airy, comfortable rooms
for wee ones and women to preside over them who have the divine
light of rest in theiv eyes and the inspiration of peace.

—The Supreme Council of Hygiene of Austria has been engaged in
discussing the advantages of erect as compared with slanting writing,
and the official report of Drs. von Reuss and Lorenz points strongly
in favor of the former. They point out that the direction of the
written characters has a marked influence on the pesition of the body.
In “straight” writing the scholar faces his work and is sparved the
twist of the body and neck, which is always observable in those who
write slantwise, and one common cause of spinal curvature is thus
obviated. The erect method is, therefore, expressly recommended for
use in schools in preference to the ordinary sloping lines.

Correspondence, efc,

Lditor of LpucatioNar. REcorb.

Sir,—Though I notice the Pension Act has been omitted in the
advertised programme of the approaching Teachers’ Convention, I
hope it will not again be *burked.” As I am not -lever enough to
take the floor in the Convention, I beg leave to take this mode of
expressing my opinion of what is to many of us the ** burning”
question, by saying that I felt deeply grateful to Mr. Gilman for so
ably and generously taking up the cudgels for the great hody of
clementary female teachers at the Jast Convention. I think I voice the
feeling of nearly all of them by endorsing every word that gentleman,
and some others who followed him, said as to the uselessness of the
present Act as a provision for the old age of elementary teachers
with small salaries, who, like myself, have grown gray in the service
of education. Allow me to say that I mean no disparagement of the
highly-esteemed administrators of the peasion fund, by finding fault
with the provisions of the Act ; I voted for it through respect for
their opinion, but that feeling is not strong enough to make me still
support a measure so little to the advantage of myself and elementary
teachers in this Province. Permit me to instance my own case. 1
have taught some sixteen years for salaries varying from ten to twenty
dollars per month ; it is seldom I reach the latter. 1 can only live
with econormy on my average salary, and could not, on less than twenty
dollars per month, make any provision for ihe future. Having
taught nearly four hundred young Canadians, and roamed profes-
sionally from Pontiac almost to Gaspé, I hope you will pardon my
vanity if 1 say that I have done more for my country than some of
our politicians. Considering the thousands of teachers who remain
in the profession only a few years, and who, while contributing to the
pension fund, draw nothing from it, it is surprising if no better

17
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provision can be made for the few women who make eclementary
teaching their life-worle than the paltry sum of forty dollars per
year. It will pay their doctors’ bills, perhaps, but, unfortunately,
there is little nutriment in medicine. I would suggest that our
Government provide a workhouse for superannuated female teachers,
taxing high-salavied teachers and school inspectors for its support.
Another suggestion 1 beg leave to malke is that women be eligible for
the office of school inspector. It would he a comfortable herth for
some of ns that have heen too long on starvation salaries.
I remain, Sir,
Yours truly,
LEremexrary Femane TEAcHER,
Quesec, P.Q., Sept. 12,1891,

G. S. M.—The pupils who pass A.A. pass in grade III. Academy,
hence those preparing pupils in that grade should have in their
possession a syllabus of the examination, which they can obtain by
application at MeGill University or at the Department.

Teacher—Your suggestion is certainly an excellent one : if you
send a clipping now and again, which will be of like service to the
teachers of Quebec, we shall be only too glad to insert it.  We have to
hold over your communication for another month.

Official Beparvtment.

DeparTMENT oF PunLic INSTRUCTION,
Quebee, 18th September, 1891.

Which day the quarterly meeting of the Protestant Commitiee of
the Council of Public Instruction was held.

Presext:—The Right Reverend James W. Williams, D.D., Lord
Bishop of Quebee, in the chair; Sir William Dawson, C.ALG,
LL.D, R W. Mencker, Esq., D.C.L, LLD.; The Venerable
Archdeacon Lindsay, M.A., George L. Masten, Lsq., the Reverend
W. I. Shaw, LL.D., A. Cameron, Xsq., M.D., ALP.P., A.W. Kneeland,
Esq., M.A, E. J. Hemming, Lsq, D.CL, the Reverend Dr.
Cornish, LL.D., Peter MeArthur, Esq., R. J. Hewton, Esq., M.A.

The minutes of the previous mecting were read.

Moved by Dr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Iewton: “That the entry
in the minutes of the last mecting concerning the appointment of a
successor 10 Professor Parmelee be so amended as to read,” Sir
William Dawson having stated on behalf of the Normal School
Commitiee that it is desirable to provide a successor to Professor
Parmelee in case of his appointment as Secretary of the Department,
submitied the name of Dr. Kneeland, of Montreal. The name of
Mr. H. H. Cwtis, of Montreal, having been also submitted, Sir
William Dawson stated that cither gentleman would be acceptable
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to the Normal School Committee. A ballot having been taken,
Dr. Kneeland received, ete.” Carried.

The minutes having been thus amended, were confirmed.

The Chairman then read the following resolution, which was
unanimously agreed to :—

“ The members of the Protestant Commitice of Public Instruction
desire to record the regret with which they have learned of the death,
since they last met, of the Reverend Dr. Weir, who for many years
discharged the duty of Secretary to the Commitiee, and also that of
Inspector of Academies, with diligence and efficiency. Since his
resignation of these offices, Dr. Weir was an Associate member of the
Protestant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction, in which
capacity his practical experience in school work, together with his
unflagging zeal for the advancement of Education in the Province,
has constitued him a valuable and effective member of the Committee,
where, for his just and genial character, he has always been held by
his co-adjutors in affection and respect.”

Moved by Dr. Heneker, scconded by Mr. Masten: ¢ That the
Rev. E. 1. Rexford be elected Associate Member of the Protestant Com-
mittee of Public Instruction, in the room of the late Rev. Dr. Weir.”

Mr. Rexford declined the nomination.

Moved in amendment by Dr. Cornish, seconded by Dr. Cameron:
¢“That the quesiion of filling the vacancy be left over for the next
meeting of the Cornmittee.” Carried on division.

The Secretary submitted the following items for the consideration
of the Committee :—

1. From the school at Kinnear’s Mills, asking to be placed on the
list of schools for examination and inspection.

The Committee agreed to request the Inspector of Superior Schools
to inspect the school and report to the Committee.

2. From candidates applying for diplomas, under the regulations
of the Commitiee.

The Commitiee agreed that the diplomas should be granted upon
the production of the necessary certificates.

3. Concerning the resignation of Dr. Howe as Headmaster of the
High School, Montreal.

Moved by the Reverend Dr. Cornish, seconded by Sir William
Dawson, and resolved : “That on rcceiving the report of the
resignation by Dr. Howe, of the oflice of Rector of the High School,
Montreal, after forty-three years {enure of the same, e desive to place
on record our appreciation of the great value of his services to the cause
of Education in this Province, and we wish him long enjoyment of
the rest he has so well earned.”

4. Concerning the Couvention of the Provincial Assoeiation of
Prolestant Teachers, to be held in Montreal on the 22nd, 23rd and
24th of October next, and inviting the members of the Protestant Com-
mittee to be present.  Submitted for the information of the Committee.
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Summary of Semi-annual Financial Statement of the MeGill
Normal and Model Schools, from the 1lst of January to 30th of
June, 1891.

The McGill Normal Schools and Model Schools in aceount with
the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

1891. Dr.
Jan. 1. To Balance General Bank Account...... $ 128 53
“ Balance Savings Bank Account...... 329 16
¢ Amount of Cheques, Normal S. Grant. 7005 29
¢ Model School Fees Received........ 1755 27

£9218 25

1891. Cr.
Jan. 1. ] By Normal School Salarvies ........... 83778 54
¢ Assistant Master® Salavies.......... ’343 60
“ Books and Stationery.............. 252 81
“ Light and Fuel...... ...l 174 10
¢ Water Rates............oooua... .. 1935
“ Contingencies ....... ............ 702 20
“ Printing and Advertising......... 57 86
“oDursaries. .o iiii i i © 1075 00
“ Balance General Bank Account...... 104 67
¢ DBalanee Savings Bank Account...... 165 80
fORePAINS. e e 194 12

——59218 25
To balance down as follows :(—

General Dank Balance................ 454 67
Savings Bank Balanee................ 165 80
8620 A7

6. Application from the McGill Normal School foran increased grant.

Extract from minutes of the McGill Normal School Committee of
2nd September, 1891 :—

Resolved—** That, in view of the increased expense of heating,
attendance, ete., and the importance of providing additional facilities
for the study of chemistry, botany, physiology and agriculture, the
Committee is of opinion that the sum of at least $2,000 should be
added to the annual grant to the Normal School. That the Chairman
and Reverend Dr. Cornish be authorized to lay the matter before the
Protestant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction at their
next mecting, the Principal to supply whatever statements may be
necessary. (Signed) ““J. W. BRAKENRIDGE,

“ Acting Secretary.”

Moved by Sir William Dawson, seconded by the Reverend Dr.
Cornish, and

Resolved—*¢ That this Committee desires to submit to the Govern-
ment the Resolution of the Normal School Committee, with the
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respectful request that it should receive the most favorable possible
consideration ; and that the Honorable the Superintendent of Lduca-
tion be requested to co-operate in the matter, and also in the request of
the Normal School Committee, with reference to the furnishing of the
new building.”

7. From Mr. A. D. Macquarrie, applying for re-examination as a
candidate for the position of School Inspector.

The Secretary was instructed to arrange for an examination of
candidates for the position of Inspector of Protestant Schools, to be
held in December next, and Mr. George W. Parmelee was appointed a
member of the Examining Board, in the place of Mr. Rexford, resigned.

8. From the Department, submitling amendments tothe School Law.

The Committee agreed that the changes in the School Law proposed
by the Department be referred to the Committee on Legislation ; and
that Dr. Hemming be appointed a member of the Sub-committee on
Legislation in the place of the late Rev. Dr. Weir.

9. From the Sceretary concerning changes in the course of study.

The Committee agreed that, in future, Latin be required for a
Model School diploma; and that in grade IIL, Academy course, the
entire first book of Virgil’s Zneid be read.

10. From the Seceretary concerning the Epucatioxar Reconp.

Moved by Dr. Kneeland, seconded by Dr. Hemming, and

Resolved—* That the thanks of the Commitiee be tendered to
the Rev. Mr. Rexford for the valuable services he has rendered in
connection with the EpucarioNar Recorp ; and that, upon M.

Rexford’s resignation, Mr. Parmelee be requested to assume the
management of the Recorp.”

11. Irom the Secretary, submitting a report concerning the Central
Board of Examiners.

Moved by Dr. Cornish, seconded by Dr. Shaw, and

Resolved—** That the report be adopted and referred to a committee
consisting of Dr. Cornish, Dean Norman and Dr. Kneecland, to
recommend action thereon.”

12. From the Secretary, resigning his position as Secretary of the
Committee, and also his position as Secretary of the Central Board
of Lxaminers.

Moved by Dr. Cornish, seconded by Archdeacon Lindsay, and

Resolved—*¢ That the resignation of the office of Secreiary of this
Committee, now tendered by Mr. Rexford, be, and hereby is, accepted ;
and that M. G. W. Parmelee be, and hereby is, appointed Secrelary
of this Committee, at & salary of two hundred and fifty dellars per
annum.”

Moved by the Reverend Dr. Shaw, seconded by the Venerable
Archdeacon Lindsay, ¢ That we hereby recommend to His Honor the
Licutenant-Governor, that Mr. G. W. Parmelee be appointed Secretary
of the Central Board of Examiners, in the place of the Reverend L.
I. Rexford, B.A., resigned.”—Carried.
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The Secretary then submitted the following financial statement,
which was received, examined and found correct :—
Quebec, 18th September, 1891.
Fivavcian STaTeMENT oF THE PRoTEsTANT COMMITTEE,
I.—Superior Education.

RecEters,
May 22. Balance in hand............ $3479 28
Sept. 7. Intereston M. L. F........ 700 00
¢ 16, Interest on Leg. Grant to 15th
April, 1891...... .. ..., 1259 22
85438 50
EXPENDITURE.
Payment of Assistant Examiners on
examination of Superior Schools.... 200 00
Balance in hand.......... $52.38 50
I1.—Contingent Fund.
REecerrTs.
May 22. Balance in hand............ $ 10 68

June 30. Unexpended balances depos-
ited at credit of Committee. 577 82

S 588 50
ExPENDITURE.
July 3. Inspector’ssalaryto30thJune.§ 125 00

Inspector, for travelling exp... 150 00
Sccretary’s salary to 30th June 50 00

Aug. 26. Expenses Central Board...... 140 94
Sept. 18. « “ €. 38 70
3 504 64

Balance................. S 83 86

Total balance............ 85322 36

Cheque outstanding. ... ... 38 70

$5361 06

Cheque not deposited. .. ... 1259 22

Sept. 17. Bank balance.............. 24101 84

Correct. (Signed) R. \W. HESEKER.
“ WiLLiaM SHaw.
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That they have duly examined the accounts of the Secretary to
date, and find as follows, viz:— .

Balance in hand............... ...85322 36
Cheque outstanding.............. 3870

$5361 06

Cheque not deposited............. 1259 22
§4101 84

The balance is found to accord with the Bank Pass-Book.

The Secretary ex™ibited his books and vouchers, which were
handed over to the new Secretary, Mr. Parmelee, who, after verifying
the same, will hand a receipt to the Reverend E. I. Rexford.

The whole respectfully submitted.

(Signed) R. W. HENEKER.
“ WirrLiaM SHaw.

On motion of Dr. Heneker, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Shaw, the
report of the auditors was received and adopted.

Resolved—¢ That the Chairman and Dean Norman be a committee
to prepare a form of certificate for the candidate from the Acadamies,
who has taken the highest number of marks in the A. A. Examin-
ation, and issue the same to the person entitled to receive it.”

Moved by Sir William Dawson, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Cornish :

“That the fees for candidates for Associate in Arts be allowed for
expenses of A.A. Examiners, under the direction of the Examiners,
beginning with the Examination of 1891.”

13. From St. Francis College and Stanstead College, applying for
an increase of grants.

Action was deferred until the consideration of the report of Sub-
Committee on grants.

The Inspector of Superior Schools then appeared before the
Committee, and submitted his annual report, which was received and
considered.

Dr. Heneker reported on behalf of the sub-committee on the
distribution of grants, that the sub-committee think it desirable, in
order to indicate the method adopted in determining the relative
standing of the different schools and their respective claims to grants
of public money, to place on record the following data :—

First, as To EpucaTioN.

1. Grand total of marks.
2. Averages of the percentages per grade.
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3. Percentage of those enrolled, who presented themselves for
examination. .

4. Percentage of passes, reckoned upon those who presented
themselves for examination.

5. Average number of pupils who passed in Algebra, Geometry,
Latiu, Greek and IFrench.

The above determines the claims to the ordinary grant and bonus.

SEcoND, AS TO LEQUIPMENT.

The amount is determined by the aggregate of marks given by the
Inspector, for building, furniture, apparatus, grounds, specimens,
neatness of examination papers, salaries, efficiency of teaching staff, ete.

Dr. Heneker also reported, that the sub-committee of the distribution
of grants had passed the whole of the previous day in examining the
tabulated results of the written examinations of the Academies and
Model Schools, and the reports on school appliances, ete.

After careful examination and comparison of results, the sub-
committee recommends that the Marriage License Fees and the
Superior Education Funds, amounting to $19034, be distributed
according to the lists submitted.

It was also vecommended : (1) that in view of the claims of the
Stanstead Wesleyan College as presented in the memorial of the
trustees, a special grant of $800 be made to it this year, and that a
sub-committee be appointed to take into consideration the whole
question of grants to Colleges ; (2) that it isnot expedient to grant the
prayer of the memovial from St. Trancis College, asking for an
increase of grant; (3) that the grants to Inverness Academy and
to Leeds and Ormstown Model Schools be retained until these
institutions should have conformed to the regulations respecting
superior schools; and (4) that a special grant of $100 be made to
Haldimand, New Richmond, and Paspebiac, respectively, and a
grant of 850 to Coulonge, Gould, Rawdon, and St. Sylvestre, as special
Model Schools.

The attention of the sub-committee having been drawn by the
Inspector to the fact, that, in some instances there were indications of
copying, it is therefore recommended, that, in the case of one Academy
where there were clear evidences of collusion, the bonus that would
otherwise have been given to it be withheld, and that stringent
measures be taken to avoid any such discreditable action in the
future.

Moved by Mr. R. J. Hewton, seconded by Mr. G. L. Masten, and

Resolved—*That the grant to Stanstead Wesleyan College, as a
special school, be the same aslast year ; and that the extra four hundred
dollars recommended by the sub-committee be granted it for the
present year, as a College.

The Committee agreed that the grants to Inverness Academy,
Leeds Model School, and Ovmstown Model School, be paid only
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when these institutions fulfil the conditions prescribed by regulations
of this Committee, and that the grant to St. Andrews be paid upon
a favorable report from the Inspector of Superior Schools.

Moved by Dr. Kneeland, seconded by Dr. Shaw:

¢ That the report of the Sub-committee on Grants, as amended, be
adopted, the list of grants to read as follows :—(Carried.)

I. UxiversiTies AND COLLEGES.

L. From Marriage License Fees :

MeGill University.....ooove vt nnnn. $2500
University of Bishop’s College.........coooin i 1250
Morrin College. .. ..o v, 1250
$ 5000
L From Superior Education Fund :
MeGill University....ooooeiiniiiii i iennnes $1650
University of Bishop’s College..............coou.ns 1000
Morrin College . .. vovveiir iete i 500
St Francis College. ... .oovvui i i ... 1000
Stanstead Wesleyan College.......oovvviuiiiian. 400
S 4550
AcaDEMIES.
Acap. GraxTs, Boxus. Eq. Gr. ToTAL
Huntingdon ..... ....... €3200....8250....934....8 484
Coaticooke.............. 200.... 200.... 35.... 435
Lachute................ 200.... 200.... 29.... 429
Sherbrooke............... 200.... 200.... 35.... 435
Waterloo................ 200.... 150.... 28.... 378
Bedford .............. 200.... 100.... 33.... 333
Aylmer.. ... 200.... ...... 29.... 229
Clarenceville .. .......... 200.... ...... 29.... 239
Cowansville.............. 200.... ...... 26.... 226
Danville...... .......... 200.... ...... 32.... 232
Granby................. 200.... ...... 32.... 232
Inverness................ 200.... ...... 29.... 229
Knowlton............... 200.... ...... 33.... 233
Shawville...........,... 200.... ...... 27.... 227
St.Johns..... ...l 200.... ..., 33.... 233
Cote St. Antoine......... 150.... ...... 35.... 185
—-3 4749
Specian Scroots.
Stanstead Wesleyan College..................... 8400 00
Girls’ High School, Montreal . ..... ... oLl 200 00
Girls’ High School, Quebee... ... ... .ooooiviiito 200 00
Compton Ladies’ College.........ooivviinin 200 00

-3 1000




S
ot
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Cookshire
Sutton.........
Lennoxville.....
Ormstown
Hull. .........
Dunham.........
Frelighsbuwrg . ...
Lachine

......

......

........

.....

Stanbridge East...
Waterville

Bury...........
Como
Farnham........
Hatley..........
Hemmingford.......
Lacolle

..........

Magog..........
Marbleton ... ...
Mystic..........
Portage du Fort..
Richmond
Sorel ..........
St. Andrews....
St. Lambert.. ...
Ulverton
Warden........
Windsor Mills....
Three Rivers. ...

......

........

Haldimand ... ...
New Richmond...
Paspebiac ......
Coulonge. ......
Gould..........
Rawdon.........
St. Sylvestre... . .
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MoperL ScrooLs.

GRraANT, Boxus. Eq. Gr. ToTAL.
50" 00.. 8150 00..$32 00.. 8232 00
50 00.. 150 00.. 31 00.. 231 00
50 00.. 10000.. 29 00.. 179 00
50 00.., 7500.. 22 00.. 147 00
50 00.. 5000.. 32 00.. 132 00
50 00.. 2500.. 27 00.. 102 00
50 00. 25 00., 32 00.. 107 00
50 00.. 2500.. 33 00.. 108 00
50 00. 2500.. 33 00.. 108 00
50 00.. 2500.. 2300.. 9800
50 00.. 2500.. 34 00.. 109 00
50 00 . vee. .. 34 00.. 8400
50 00.. 50 00
50 00.. ceee .. 00 00
50 00.. 2200.. 7200
50 00.. 25 00. 75 00
50 00.. 19 00.. 69 00
50 00.. 29 00., 79 00
50 00 .. 2900.. 7900
50 00 .. 23 00.. 7300
30 00.. 22 00.. 7200
50 00.. ceve oe ea. .. B0 00
50 00 .. eees +. 2700.. 77 00
50 00.. vee. +. 2900.. 79 00°
50 00.. 27 00.. 77 00
50 00.. 27 00.. 7700
50 00 .. ceve .. 2700, 77 00
5000.. ...... 3300.. 8300
50 00.. .... .. ceee «. 50 00
50 00.. 3100.. 8100
50 00 .. 1900.. 69 00
50 00 .. 19 00. 69 00
50 00 .. 24 00. 74 00
100 00.. 100 00

—3 3212
SpECIAL SCHOOLS.

. 8100 00
100 00
100 00

...... 50 00

50 00
...... 75 00

...... 50 00

- S 525

819034
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It will be noticed that this exceeds the appropriation of last year,
which was $17,308, notwithstanding that the proceeds of the
Marriage License fees fall off about $1,000. The difference is made
up by appropriating a portion of the interest accrued oun the Jesuits’
Estates Legislative Grant.

On motion of Dr. Hemming, seconded by the Venerable Arch-
deacon Lindsay, it was

Resolved—* That Sir William Dawson, Dr. Heneker, Dr. Shaw,
Dean Norman, G. L. Masten, and the mover and seconder, be a
Sub-Committee to consider and report upon the status of affiliated
Colleges and Special Schools, with their velation to the Committee,
and on the principle on which grants should be distributed.

Sub-Committees on Legislation, Contingencies, Agriculture, and
Text-Books, reported progress and asked leave to sit again.

Sir William Dawson submitted a report from the Normal School
Committee, in reference to clause four of the report of the Sub-
Committee on Elementary Schools.

Moved by Sir William Dawson, seconded by Dr. Heneker, and

Resolved—“ That the above report be received and printed, and
circulated for the information of members, and be taken up for con-
sideration at the next meeting.”

There being no further business, the Committee adjourned until
Friday, November the 20th, or earlier, on the call of the Chairman.

I, I. REXFORD,
Secretary.

UNIVERSITY SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS, 1891.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS.

As a preface to special reports which deal with various sub-
jects of the examination, it may be well to touch on the stage of
development to which the examination has been brought, and to
indicate lines of expansion which the Board has laid down for
future endeavour.

The examination report for any year seems very much like its
fellows. There are the tables of averages and per-centages, the
tables of passed and failed, the set vocab.lary and the set phrase.
But those observers who from interest or duty, watch the results
of examination-work from year to year, can detect important
differences which escape the casual glance. If the examination
is an honest one, its value becomes recognised more and more.
If the men who direet it are alive to educational defects and
tendencies,weak points are commented on and strengthened, new
subjects are introduced, and improvements in method are sug-
gested. Ten or twelve years ago, an observer must have marked
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how limited was its scope and how detached the examination
seemed to be from the general educational life of the province.
The number of candidates was about sixty, and these came from
Montreal schools, almost without exeeption ; nor did the num-
ber vary much until quite rccently. Then the first of two im-
portant steps was taken—the examination was made a part of
the provineial scholastic system. The result is that 410 candi-
dates in all have been examined this year; 199 for the certifi-
cate of Associate in Arts, 103 for the Preliminary, and 58 for
Matriculation into the various Ifaculties of the Universities of
MeGill and Bishop’s College. It is impossible to over-estimate
the good which will flow from a change like this. The Univer-
sities stand in their proper relation to the schools, and can now
become effective instruments where their power was once unfelt.
Formerly, too, the Preliminary and the Optional examinations
had to be taken at the same time. It was wisely determined a
year ago that the Preliminary examination might be taken one
year before the optional was attempted. This change will raise
the quality of the work in hoth, since it will afford better oppor-
tunities for grounding in cssentials. Accordingly, teachers
should be cautioned against imagining that the separation will
reduce the Preliminary to a mere form, inasmuch as the con-
trary will be found to be the ease.  TFurther, it is hoped that the
co-operation of the Inspeetor of Superior Schools with the univer-
sity examiners will inerease the effectiveness of the preliminary
examination, as a whole.

The second step which has been alluded to above, is the estab-
lishment of an advanced examination. This was done in order
to meet the demands of some of the better schools in the
province. 'What the results of this advanced examination will
be, it is impossible to conjecture. But one thing seems perfectly
clear, namely, that its standard will for some time prevent all
but a very few from attempting it successfully, and the exami-
ners believe that the ambition both of masters and of pupils
would be profitably satisfied in the attaimment of really good
places in the present optional examination. At the same time,
the advanced examination will serve asa goal towards which the
efforts of the best schools may be directed, when they feel them-
selves to be more than masters of the work hitherto demanded
for the Associate in Arts.

SPECIAL REPORTS.
Dictation.—Theresults in this subject, as far as the spelling is

concerned, were very good, only 18 candidates failing to satisfy
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the examiner. The punctuation was very erratic, the general
tendency being to over-punctuate. A number of candidates
seemed to imagine that they must put a stop of some kind at
the end of every few words, while in other cases there was hardly
any fault to be found in this particular, even when the spelling
was not very good. This seems to point to a difference in
the style in which the extract was read the last time. The
examiner thinks that in the instruetions it should be stated that
no candidate will be allowed to make a fair copy of his paper,
as one candidate very nearly failed through doing this, for
he had not time to complete his copy. The candidates should
also be warned about their writing by all deputy examiners, as
an 7 not dotted in such a word as division leaves the exaniiner
in doubt whether an ¢ or an 7 is intended, devision being quite
a common mistake. The writing in a fow papers was scarcely
legible. s

Preliminary Grammar—An improvement on the work of
former years is manifested, but weak points alluded to in pre-
vious reports remain wealk still. The area of the weakness,
however, is undoubtedly becoming less, and schools in which
analysis seemed to be a thing of caprice and parsing mere guess-
work, except in regard to the simplest words, have acquitted
themselves with eredit in answering questions that the examiners
could not conscientiously have set ten years ago. What was
said in the last rveport, with reference more particularly to the
country schools, may be said again: “The analysis is often
fortuitous and quite superficial or wrong. The parsing is
generally fair, but at times there is evidence of lamentable weak-
ness.” For example, verbsare parsed as governing their subjects
in the nominative case. The word ¢k, nsed as a conjunction
is parsed as a relative pronoun time and again, and in the phrase
trembling for fear of the lions, for is called a conjunction more
than once, nor is the examiner surprised when fear is called a
verb by the same pupil.  Mistakes of the first magnitude like
these, point to simple thoughtlessness, and this thoughtlessness
is the outcome of want of practice. It is enough, apparently,
that thet and for and fear have been seen in grammar-lists of
pronouns and conjunctions and verbs. Still, it is not so much
to parsing as to analysis that the attention of the weaker schools
must be drawn. In regard to this subject, the candidates divide
themselves into four classes. The first consists of those who are
utterly unable to distinguish between a simple and a complex
sentence ; the second, of those who can discern a dependent
clause but can say of it no more than that it is dependent; the
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third, of those who know the names of the various kinds of
dependent clauses, but cannot tell to what kind the dependent
clause which is given belongs, and the fourth, of those who have
grasped the main principles of analysis and who, accordingly,
find no trouble whatever in dealing with the straightforward
sentence which they are asked to analyse. The first and second
classes ought not to appear at all, and the third only in limited
measure.  But so long as deviees, not in themselves absolutely
worthless, but worthless in relation to what is proposed, take
ihe place of sound teaching, the shortcomings which have just
been mentioned will exist. There is no royal road to correct
analysis which can be trodden in a few minutes, and the resolu-
tion of sentences into tree-like diagrams, without comment,
which show little or nothing more than such interdependence
of words as parsing is meant to show, had better be abandoned
for the learning of the proper nomenclature and the application
thereof. Another device, convenient when difficulties have to
be shirked, but of no examinational value whatever, is to join
together in a mass under one head, words, phrases and clauses
which ought to be kept separate. The equivalent in parsing of
such a proceeding is to say that lions is in the objective case
governed by trembling-for-fear-of-the. Attention is directed to
a scheme for analysis which will be found in a notein the new
regulations. Lo many schools the note will appear supertinous ;
in the case of others it cannot be dispensed with. Before the
present feature of this somewhat lengthy report is dismissed,
the examiner would once more remind those whose other work
is frequently excellent, to the fact that the verb o be is never a
transitive verb. In conclusion, the examiner must speak in
terms of praise regarding the analysis of the Montreal High
School, the High School for Girls at St. John, New Brunswick,
Danville Model School, Granby Academy, Huntingdon Academy,
Inverness Academy, and Waterloo Academy.

The papers of those who sat for the Preliminary examination
only deserve notice, more particularly in the case of the Girls’
High School of Montreal. The examiner must heartily congra-
tulate that school on the result of the examination, for, on glane-
ing over his list, he finds that between No. 297 and No. 333—a
hatch of nearly forty papers—only three candidates show any
signs of weakness in the portion of the paper which has formed
the main burden of this report. It happens, too, that the Girls’
High School is followed by a strong private school in this city, so
that this fine record extends to No. 341. The remainder of the
Montreal work is, with certain exceptions, wealk by comparison.
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Gospels—The history of the New Testament, the geography
of Palestine, Biblical chronology and Oriental manuers and
customs have been much better and more generally taught this
year than was apparent in last year’s papers. The weakest of
these points is geography, illustrating how often the localities of
events are ignored in the teaching of hlst,m) For instance, only
five well-known geographical names were to be marked—the
River Jordan, Lake Genesaret, Saaria, Nazareth, Cuwsarea—yct
more than half of the schools did little or nothing in answering
the questions. As a whole, the papers are remarkably good.
Out of the 50 schools examined, 23 have obtained two-thirds or
over, and of the remaining 7 schools only one has a little less
than half-marks. Out of 259 candidates examined, 195 obtained
two-thirds or over, and of the remaining 64 candidates, only 5
have less than half-marks. Amongst many good papers that of
307 is exceptionally excellent, gaining 49 out of 50 marks, and
being not only accurate but concise and yet comprehensive, neat
and C'l(.‘dl consecutive in the answering, consistent with the form
and intent of the questions, and all done on 45 lines of foolscay.
All this is largely true also of Nos. 116, 151, 336, 2§ and 148;
also of 7, 325 and 9, in this order of excellence. These 8 candi-
dates got 48 out of 50 marks; 6 others have 47, 13 have 46,
and 10 have 45 marks, making 38 candidates out of 259 who
have received 90 per cent. or over. The following is a conspec-
tus of the results of the examination :

Torat Margs. Pupits. AVERAGE,  RaXK.

Granby Academy......oooovvunin ot I41.... 3....47 1
Danville Academy........o.ooit. 46....1....46 .... 2
Inverness Academy..... ......... ... 571....13....43.9.... 3
Lachute Academy .................. 258.... G6....43 .5
Three Rivers Academy.............. 43.... 1....43 .5
MissesSymmers& Smith’sSchool, Montreal 252.... 6....42 ... 6
Montreal Girls’ High School.......... 2084....51....40.8.... 7
Cookshire Model School.............. 484....12....403.... 8
Montreal Boys’ High School.......... 2808....70....40.1.... 9
Stanbridge IEast Model School......... 40.... 1....40 ....10
Shawville Academy.........o.ovvle, 115.... 3....383....11
Dunham Academy ................. 76.... 2 ...38 ....12
Trafalgar Institute, Montreal........... 38.... 1....38 ....12
Coaticook Academy.............ov.n. 113.... 3....37.6....14
Bedford Academy....... e 75.... 2....37.5....15
Cowansville Academy................. 2....2....86 ....16
St. John, N.B., (GH.8)).....oovint 575....16....85.9....17
Portage du Fort Model School........ 141.... 4....35.2....18
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Toral. MARKS. PUPILS. AVERAGE. RaNEK.

Huntingdon Academy. ................ 340....10....3+ ....19
Quebee High School....... ... ... 443....13....34 ... 19
Waterloo Academy....... e eieea T A IO 1 R K
Clarenceville Academy............... 134.... 4....33.5....22
Stanstead Wesleyan College.......... 134.... $....335....22
St. John’s High School............. 19100 6....81.8....24
Aylmer Model School. . .. .. e 178.... 6....20.6....25
Mansonville Model School............. 174.... 6....29 ....26
Hatley Model School................ 28.... 1....38 ....27
Sutton Model School...... ... ..., 108.... &....27 ....28
Kunowlton Academy......... ... ... , 80000 2....25 ....29
Hull Model School............... ... 99.... 4....247....30

Classics—The Classical examiners are glad to be able to
announce that, while some schools have maintained a creditable
position, the Academies as a whole show advance, both in aceu-
racy and in command of English. There is, however, room for
improvement, which it is hoped will gradually manifest itself.
There have been failures, and these failures are mainly due to
the fact that the candidates, in their reading, have covered but
a small part of the work required. Nearly one-third of the
papers secem to give evidence that grammatical preparation
ended with inflexions of nouns, no attempt being made to intlect
the verb, or to state clearly any of the fundamental principles
which underlie and control grammatical forms. It is really use-
less for candidates to attempt the examination without a good
knowledge of inflexions of verbs and nouns, and of Latin and
Greck accidence, and an acquaintance with the leading princi-
ples of construction. In some schools, notably the Girls” High
School, St. John, New Brunswick, and Stanstead College School,
excellent work was done in Latin grammar, not in many cases
questions were left unanswered or technical knowledge of a frag-
mentary character was displayed. Such explanations as “ sub-
junctive of condition,” “genitive after cupidus,” “ablative of
time,” ete., are meaningless and no credit can be given for them
by an examiner. Then, case rclations have been sometimes
expressed variously, mostly incoirectly, and plainly demonstra-
ting that the candidate does not comprehend what he or she
writes upon the question. Such distinctions can scarcely be
apprehended except by those who are really scholars, and the
inaccurate use of such formule is rather misleading to those
who employ them, and resembles an attempt to erect a preten-
tlous superstructure upon an insecurc foundation. Inasmuch
as the curriculum of our Superior Schools attempts to combine
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many subjects, a most rigid economy should be practised in
instruction, and there should be no squandering of energy by
the way-side. It will be found most convenient to teach gram-
matical prineiples coneretely, that is, in connection with the
authors that are read. The examiners do not mean by this
statement that the entire author should be used as a corpus vile
for minute dissection, but that a small portion should be so
treated. The examiners venture to suggest that the first ten
chapters of Cewmsar, after the method ser forth in Collar's
Practical Latin Composition, Part IIL, would give such an
insight into the structure of the Latin sentence as to enable a
pupil to read Cwsar with an appreciative mind. It is difficult
to draw a hard and fast line in the study of clementary Latin
between the relatively important and 1mimportant;; and the
examiners may refer “to Collar’s Beginner’s Latin Book, now
recognized by the Committee of Pablic Instruction as con-
taining that which may be reasonably expected of ordinary
candidates in the shape of grammatical know ledge both of forms
and of syntax.  The examiners are pleased to report considerable
attention displayed by candidates in the aceentuation of Greek
words and the marking of vocalic quantities in Latin. This
important feature of accurate work 1s highly to be recommended.
They would however suggest, to avoid confusion, the marking
of long vowels only, the presmuption being that all the vowels
not so marked are short. The examiners have only to remark
further, that 161 Latin papers and 44 Greek papers came before
them: that the general appearance of these papers was an
improvement upon those of last year, but that the orthography
was occasionally fanlty, and that the work sent up from the
Girls’ High School, St. John, N.B., was a model of neatness and
good pemmnslnp While much remains to be done in the future
i the matter of correct grammatical knowledge, the examiners
gladly admit that their labonrs are well compensated for by the
fact: that the standard of public education is being gradually but
surely raised, and they trust that the advice which they tender
will be received in as kindly a spirit as thatin which they offer it.
French.—The result of the examination in French may be
looked upon as satisfactory. About four-fifths of the candidates
have passed, two of them with 103 marks out of 120, and many
with more than two-thirds of that number. The reading at
Montreal was generally quite intelligible and in three or four
cases excellent. The translation from French into E inglish wa
good ; in a few instances it was almost perfect. The (hctatmn
is the weak point. It was a failure this year, with a few
18



258 THE EDUCATIONAL RECORD.

exceptions. It may be that the fault is to be found in the style
of Montesquieu ; but. it may lie also in a deficient training of
the ear of the pupils.

German—The results of the examination in German were
most satisfactory, and few failures ave reported. The transla-
tions from English into German deserve a special mention and
indicate thorough preparation. Although the German seript
was generally employed, yet the writing was, for the most part,
neat and legible, and in some instances a genuine pleasure to
read. 1t is a matter of surprise and regret that but one school
reports candidates in German, a knowledge of which is so
importunt to the student of the present day.

Mathematics—The answering thronghout compares favourably
with that of former years. Leaving out of account a few schools,
in which it is plain that very little attempt was made to so
grade the pupils as to show uniform results, the marks indicate
that in most cases a conscientious attempt has been made to
prepare the candidate in aceordance with the probable demands
of the examiners. The Inverness Academy, the Montreal High
School for Boys, the Girls’ High School of St. John, N.B,, and
the Bedford Academy deserve special mention for general
excellence in their mathematical work. In the geometry paper
an attempt was made to ascertain whether the teaching had
gone beyond the explanation of difficulties in the text, and to
what extent the originality and sclf-reliance of the pupils had
been stimulated by easy deductions and the consideration of
special or limiting cases. The result was in most cases unsatis-
factory, and in this respect it is hoped that improvement will
be shown in the next examination. The percentage of failures
was about the same as in 1890. In the last report, attention
was called to the weakness of the algebra. This year the
examiners are glad to notice considerable improvement, inas-
much as the number of failures is only about half that recorded
in 1890. Tt will be seen from the new regulations for these
examinations, that more ground will be covered in the algebra
paper next year, the new standard being about the same as that
of similiar examinations elsewhere. The present examinations
show that most of the schools will be prepared for this advance.
In trigonometry, although there is a falling off in numbers, the
answering in some cases was excellent. To the Inverness
Academy belongs the credit for the highest positions. As this
subject will after this year be requred for applied science
matriculation, it will be necessary to give it special attention
in certain schools. In natural philosophy the answering was
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more unequal.  Coaticook sent two excellent papers .nd
‘Waterloo one; but in this whole examination about one-third
failed. A text-book will be prescribed for next year, and this
will probably give more stability to the examination and perhaps
lead more schocls to take up the subject. Perhaps the most
noteworthy impression left; by the reading of the mathematical
answers, is that several of the counmy Academies are fast

gaining on the hest of the city schools, and that extremely poor
papers may be sent from a large city school as well as from an
obscure Model Sehool in the countr Y.

Optional Geography.—All the questions in this subject were
well answered Dy candidates from one or more schools. To
question 1, good answers were received from Inverness Academy,
Stanstead Wesleyan College, and Montreal High School.
Question 2 was not fully answered by any one, but the hest
answers came from Inverness. Question 3 was not generally
attempted, and the answers were generally poor, but the Girls’
High School, St. John, N.B., sent in some capital answers.
The same sehool, together with Inverness and Montveal High
School, sent in the best answers to question 4. This seemed a
general favourite and was fairly answered throughout the
schools. Question 5 was also fairly answered, but several
candidates lost marks by careless reading of the question, giving
the countries boulumrr on each ocean instead of each sea. In
question 6, only one candidate showed any knowledge of the
position of Matabele Land, and Manipur was put in out of the
way places. Kilima Njaro was sometimes taken as two separate
names. The last part of the paper, dealing entirely with
Canada, was not so well answered as might have been expected,
the maps being in many cases such as to give the impression
that the account of the St. Lawrence had been learned from a
text-book and without regard to a map. Some of the maps,
however, were neat and accumte, very good ones being received
from St. Johm, N.B. (G.H.S.), High School Montreal, Huntmg—
don and Inverness Academics. 1t would be well to draw the
attention of teachers to the importance of the teaching from
the map, and giving candidates frequent exercises in map-
drawing.

Optional History—The examination in this subject reveals
great differences in the quality of the candidates who sat for it.
Tn framing the paper the examiner kept fwo objects in view.
The first was that those candidates who desired to write con-
nected narrative should have their wants satisfied, and the
second, that those who had read the text-books carefully, and
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were prepared to answer points of detail, should be enabled to
show their strength .quickly and effectively. The questions
asking for naurative were preferred for the most part, but the
answering of these confined itself in large measure to a bare
outline, and the filling-in of not ummport'mt, circumstances was
nurlccted Those wlio attempted the question bearing on geo-
gmphical knowledge, prove conclusively that the study of history
1s confined to the statements of the text-book. This ought not
to be. The relation of geography to histery is an intimate one,
and o most interesting one as well. The configuration of a
country, which the will of man is powerless to overcome, deter-
mines 1ts historical development. The importance of the posses-
sion of a sea-board when the colonial question enters into his-
tory, the meaning of the enjoyment of vast water-ways, the iso-
lation due to shar ply defined mountain ranges—all these things
and the thousand and one details which are to be referred to
them, can be appreciated only by constant reference to the map.
History no longer becomes a mere record, but takes to itself the
qualities of a charm full of variety, ever fascinating, and always
leading to laws which are writ Jarge everywhere on the carth.
The situation of places chosen by the candidates were move often
wrong than right, and as this geographical feature of the exam-
ination may be expeeted to recur in the future, eandidates will
do well to prepare themselves to face i. Knowledge of Collier’s
Great Events was conspicuous by its absence. The regulations
specify that this knowledge is expected, and hence candidates
who did well in the other portions of the paper have failed.
The best papers came from the Girls’ High School of Montreal,
Gould Model School, and the Wesleyan College at Stanstead.
English Language—The examiner is tempted to use the ex-
pressive slang of the examination hall, and to commence his
repors by smtma that many of the candidates were having “a
shot at a pass.”  DBut the regulations have been framed w it the
object of making sueh © shots” miss the mark. Knowledge of
Trench is essential, and in many cases no knowledge of Trench
was shown. Apart from this, questions on advanced grammar
were often answered feebly by the candidates to whom refer-
ence has just been made, and the inference is naturally drawn
that the belief is entertained that the book studied for the Pre-
liminary grammar paper may lead to the haven of success. A
request has been made within the last year to substitute English
Composition for Trench. The subject of English composition is
a most important one and it ought to be recognised, if possible.
But why remove Trench ?  The book lacks method and demands
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time to master it, but it never lacks interest. It has awakened
in the minds of many of its readers, old and young, .an enthu-
siasm for word-lore which has proved to be the beginning of
greater things. The Montreal High School happily continues
on its old path, and sends up candidates who show that they
are deriving both pleasure and benefit from a little work which
the examiner is loath to see removed. From what has heen said,
it may be gathered that the Montreal High School deserves
especial mention. The examiner would add that a pupil of the
Trafalgar Institute, Montreal, and pupils of the Girls’ High
School, St. John, N.B,, sent up creditable papers.

Lnglish Literature—All the candidates from the Montreal
Boys” High School were successful in the examination, and 10
obtained more than two-thirds of the maximwm number of
marks. No. 20 is the best of all, being nearly perfect in all
answers.  TFrom Lhe Girls’ High School of Montreal, 15 papers
were sent up, and of these 9 obt;.uned the mark of dlsl,met;xon, a
higher average than that of the boys’ school.  Other satisfactory
answers are obtained from the 'lmfalqal Institute, from St.
John, N.B. (4), Coaticook, Cookshire, Inverness, Sherbr ooke Girls’
Academy (2). The <reneral average of answering shows intel-
ligence and marks an interest in literature. The marks are
frenelalb well distributed over the three sections of the paper.

Dotany.—It is a pleasure to report that under the new regula-
tions for the study of Botany in the various schools of this
province, as carried out during the past year, a very marked
mprovement is to be noted in the general character of the
papers submitted for examination. The pupils show not only a
better acquaintance with the subject, bnt there is also apparent
a greater terest in the work. This is especially true in the
descmpmon of specimens, where the improvement is most
marked. Several failures have occurred, and the marks indicate
a low standing, when, in several cases it should have been high,
because the number of questions answered—~four and five—did
not conform to requirements. It would be well if teachers were
requested to specially instruet their pupils in this point. Ina
few cases the analysis of specimens seems to indicate that the
teachers do not pay sufficient attention to this part of the work,
and in one or two instances the character of the papers sub-
mitted malkes it probable that the present requirements of text-
book and plant analysis are not met. The method pursued at
the High School of St. John, N.B., of having the pupils make
dvawings of their plant, is a most commendabie one. It trains
the eye to close and accurate observation, and Impresses facts
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upon the memory as simple inspection cannot do. It would
therefore be well if teachers elsewhere were to give this serious
consideration. The relative standing of the schools in this sub-
Jject may be stated as follows :—

RASK., PUpILs. Av. PER CENT. FAILED,

Granby... ... oo vl ... 2.0, 86 ..... 3
Trafalgar Institute, Montreal...... .... 2.0 oo T5...... 0
Cowansville............ooiciint, 3.... 1o, 67...... 0
Bedford.......ocoiviiiiiiiiiiiia 3.... 8. 67...... 0
Inverness..........coiviiiiien 3....11...... 67...... 0
Waterloo.... .. e e eree e 4.... 2...... 65...... 0
Danville . ... v iiiiiniin ., 5.... 4. 61...... 0
Girls’ High School, \Iontre'zl ......... S TP T S 61...... 1
COMACOOK « v eeeeeeenraennnnn 5.... 9...... 61...... 0
Private Tuition, Montreal............. 6.... 1...... GO...... 0
Sherbrooke Girls’ Academy............ Toooo 3. 59...... 0
Cookshive ... ..t iiiiiii .. 7....110... .. 59...... 3
Stanbridge Fast........... ... 0oL, S.... 1., 57...... 0
Boys’ High School, Modtreal.......... 9 11...... 533...... 2
St. John, N.B., (High School)......... 10 4.0, 53 .. ... 2
Portage du Fort.. .. ... ... . ... 10.... 4...... 53...... 0
Huntingdon. ... ...l 11....10...... 50...... 1
Lachute......ccoiiiiiiiiniinninae 12.... 6...... 38...... 0
Duanham ..o ool 13.... %...... 36...... Q
Sherbrooke Boys’ Amdemy ............. 4.... 3...... 35...... 0
Knowlton ... ..o, 15.... 6......33...... 32
Mansonville. ... ..o vviiiniannt 16.... 6...... 31...... 3
Clarenceville. ... ....oooii i oitt 17.... 1...... a8...... 1
St. John’s High School................ 18.... T...... 26...... 5
Aylmer ... ool 19.... 2...... 240, 2
Three Rivers...ooooiiiiie il 20.... 2., ... 2

Uniformity of instruction is desirable, particularly in the
matter of collecting and preserving specimens,and the examiner
therefore recommends that for the future, teachers be requested
to base their instruction in this respect upon “A frmde to
the collection and preservation of hotanical specnnem " by
D. P. Penhallow, a little work now being published with a
view to meet this particular want. It is alSo recommended ¢h)
that each pupil collect and properly preserve fifty specimens of
plants. These should be native plants. Those obtained from gar-
dens will not be counted ; (2) that each teacher,in for \\:udnvrthe
vesults of the examinations to the examiner at Montreal, Calso
send a properly mounted botanical specimen from the collection
of each pupil; (3) that the teacher should, at the same time,
forward a statement of the number and character of the plants
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collected by each pupil, in accordance with blank forms to be
supplied. Thereturns thus obtained will be valued on the basis
of 50 specimens, and the marks thus obtained will be reckoned
in the total marks of the subject.

Drawing—In the Boys’ High School, Montreal, there is a
decided improvement over the work of former years, both in
geometrical and freehand drawing.  All the candidates (8) have
passed. In the Girls’ High School, Montreal, there is an
improvement in geomefrical drawing. The frechand is not
quite as well done as in former years, and is much hehind the
work of the Boys’ School. Al the candidates (16) have passed,
though (7) were very weak in freehand drawing. All the
candidates (12) from St. John, N.B., have passed in geometrical
drawing, and the school has taken the highest average marks
in this subleot No answers were received in freehand drawmo
Out of the 43 candidates from the remaining schools in this
Province, 10 have obtained one-third of the mful\s in geome-
trical, 14 in freehand drawing, and 12 on the paper as a “Whole.
The percentage of failures is, therefore, about the same as last
year. Thenumber of successful candidates in frechand drawi ing
would have been very much larger but for the cireumstance
that in at Jeast three of the centres the candidates used
mstruments in their drawing. Distinet instructions were given,
both to the candidates and to the deputy-examiners, that the
use of instruments would not be allowed, and no marks have
been given for this portion of the work in the cases referred to.
The deputy examineys, in four out of the eight centres to which
models were sent, failed to place the models in accordance with
instructions. It has, in these cases, been impossible to mark
correctly for the frechand drawing. Although falling short of
their duty in this respect, several of the gentlemen referred to
have exceeded what was required of them in another way,
namely, in providing a copy where the question was intended
for memory-work. TThese facts, together with other circum-
stances connected with the eXillllilhttlU‘ilb, show clearly thay the
work in this subject at some of the local centres in this Provinee
has been very loosely conducted.

Hygicne and LPhysivlogy—The papers on hygiene and physio-
logy may be said on the whole to show progress and a useful
elementary knowledge of the subjeet on the part of the greater
number of the C'll)dld«ltcc, and the examiners think that good
must result from the teaching given. This would be ntuch
aided if the schools could be furnished with plastic models or
good wall-diagrams of human physiology-.
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TABLE OF GENERAL RESULTS.

AN Juxtor, Fawro,

Boys’ High School, Montreal.................. 17...... 1...... 3
Girls’ High School, Montreal. ... ... 8...... 6...... 2
Trafalgar Institute, Montreal.................. 1...... 0...... 0
Private Tuition......oooo i, ..., 0...... 0
Quebee High School............... ...t 2.0 O...... 1
Girls’ High School, 8t. Joln, N.B............. 14...... 1...... 1
Aylmer Academy. ... .ottt i i 3...... 0...... 4
Bedford Academy........ ... ..ol 3...... 0...... 0
Clarenceville Academy.............o.ova.e. O..... 1...... 3
Coaticook Academy............ciiiiiiaiat. Toeunn 1...... 1
Cookshire Model School...................... 5o, lo..... 7
Cowansville Academy.... ........ooiiiiiii, b/ 1 ... 0
Danville Model School.............ooo... 3...... 0...... 2
Dunham Model School.........o.coooiiii 1...... O...... 1
Gould Model School......... ...l Q... 0...... 0
Granby Academy....... ..ol 2. O...... 0
Hatley Model School. ... ... i, 0...... O...... 1
Hull Model Sehool ... ..o oioiiiiiiiiit O...... 1...... 3
Huntingdon Academy....................... 10...... 5...... 1
Inverness Academy..........o.oooiiiiit Toovon ) S 1
Knowlton Academy...........ovviviiiin . 6...... O...... 0
Lachute Academy......cooiiiiiii it 1...... 2 3
Mansonville Model School............ ... ... O...... O...... 6
Portage du Fort Model Sehool.....o.ooiiiy L 2.t G...... 2
Shawville Academy......... ... ..., R | B 1
Sherbrooke Boys’ Academy............c.c.... ... 0...... 0
Sherbrooke Girls’ Academy........... ... ..., 3,00 ... 0
Stanbridge East Model Sehool...... ... .. ... 1......0...... 0
Stanstead Wesleyan College............... ... > S 2
St. Johw'’s High School.........oooiiiii it 2.0, 5
Sutton Model School..... ..o, 4...... R SR 0
Three Rivers Academy......... .. ...l .. 0...... 1...... 1
Waterloo Academy. ..o oot 2. O...... 1
120 27 52

PRELIMINARY EXNAMINATION OXNLY.

) Passep.  TAILED.

Montreal High School (Boys’).........ooooiiiiaat 28...... 23
Montreal High School (Girls’)....... ... ot 32...... 4
Misses Symmers and Smith’s School, Montreal.. ... ... G...... 0
Quebee High School .......... oo it l...... 9
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MATRICULATION EXAMINATION.
Passep, Arts. Passep, Sciexce. Fanrp,

Almonte, Ont. . v vvienineiiiienneanens D IR | DU O
Brockville, Ont... oo viiaiven e ool 0
Carleton Place, Onb. ... oovvuvvviinennn. O.cvne. O....... 1
Centreville, NB.............ooi oo 00 1ol 0
Charlottetown, PEL.......... e (Y ¢ D |
Durham,Ont.. ..o vivvii it ) I 1........ 1
Glencoe, Ont...... SR AUAPRPARD APSSRPRUPUI ¢ SAPPPIP (|
Kemptville, Ont.ooooev i ... 1..... ...0 ... 0
Fredervicton, N.B..........coo e 0l lieen ool 0
Lachute, Que...... e e 0....... 0...... o1
Lennoxville, Que........ooovii a0l Cooenn 2
Owen Sound, Ont..... e e 1........0........ 0
Ridgetown, Ont..... v e R S O 0
St. Cathavines, Ont........... e 0....... dooo.o.0 0
Stratford, Ont. ... ... e et ) I S 1
Woodstocek, Ont....... e e 2000000000l 1
Toronto. ............. e e ) T | B Q
Montreal .. ... e e e 3. .. 4..... .14
Berthier ... .oooontn. e etee e 0........0........ 2
Ottawa ...... AP SRS S 9

18 10 30

In addition 11, who were already Associates in Arts, were
examined a second fime, 1 from Coaticook, 1 from Granby, 4
from Huntingdon, 4 from Inverness, and 1 from Knowlton.

CHAS. E. MOYSE.
Montreal, June 27th, 1891. (For the Secretary.)

REPORT ON THE JUNE EXAMINATIONS, 1891.

Every succeeding year's experience seems to prove the
wisdom of holding these annual examinations, as an averaging
test of the work done in the respective grades, outside of the
oral test at the date of the Inspector’s visit ; and now that
the routine of conducting them has become familiar to pupils,
teachers and commissioners, it only remains for the latter,
acting in accordance with the suggestion of the Protestant
Committee on the late decision of the University School
Examination Board, to arrange for the permanence of the deputy-
examiners, as far as that is possible. The University Board
has decided that no papers shall be sent to a school where no
provision has been made for the remuneration of the deputy-
examiners. The gentlemen who this year, as in former years,
have given of their time gratuitously for the immediate super-
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vision of these examinations, are deserving of the highest
praise ; yet the difliculty met with in some places, in securing
properly qualified persons for the duty, shows more and more
the necessity of having permanently appointed deputy-
examiners, as in the examination for teachers’ diplomas.

To reduce the chance of intercommunication between pupils
during the examination, T would recommend that a suggestion
of Prof. Chandler should be carried out; namely, that no two
pupils of the same grade should be allowed to sit together, and
that a plan of the examination-roon, indicating the relative
position of all the pupils, individually nammed on the plan, should
be sent in with the other returns.

This year, I took special pains in giving instructions to the
teachers and the deputy-examiners, and, but for a serious mistake
made by the Express Company in the case of one school, every-
thing passed off satisfactorily. For the information of the teachers
who may be anxious to adopt the routine of these annual
examinations at the periodical examinations conducted by
themselves during the year, I have thought it prudent to insert
here the substance of these instructions. The following of
such instructions, on all occasions, will be in itself a training
to the pupils, and will lessen the chances of making mistakes
in the routine of the anrual examination, which are sometimes
fatal, even when the pupils are fairly well prepared to pass.
These instructions are :—

(1). The grade of the pupil, the subject, the name of the school
and the name of the pupil should always be written at the
head of the paper.

(2). Only the proper size of paper should be used—quarter-
sheet of foolscap, with a margin down the left-hand side of
about an inch wide.

(3). The number of the question selected for answering
should be marked in the margin.

(4). Answers should be separated by missing two lines, or,what
is better, cach answer should be written on a separate quarter-
sheet, where there is not likely to be a serious waste of paper.

(). The writing should be oa onc side of the paper only,
while the sheets should be fastened together at the upper left-
hand corner. There should be no loose sheets.

(6). The papers should be written in the neatest hand-writing,
the maps drawn in pencil outline, the drawings sketched on
proper drawing-paper, the geometrical figures projected with
pencil not less than an inch in dimensions, and the lines used
i arithmetic drawn with a straight edge.
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(7). A copy of the School Regulations should be on the
teacher’s desk, while the items of regulation 87 should be read
in the presence of the pupils in a manner to impress them with
their importance.

(8). All books should be removed from the desks of the pupils
before the papers are distributed.

These dirvections are, of course, covered by some of the
sections and sub-sections of the Regulations, but the fact that
their issue, with the instructions for the receiving and the
returning of the papers, has resulted in the avoidances of the mis-
takes of former years, indicates the further necessity of keeping
them before the pupils at their examinations during the year.

The additional assistance which has been provided by the
Protestant Committee for the examining of the papers has
enabled me to carry out the suggestion made in my last year’s
report with respect to the publishing of the results. The
teachers had previously asked that the results of examination
in grade IT. Academy should be published before the clusing of
the schools for the midsummer holiday. This request was
complied with in 1890. This year, however, the results from
all the grades were issued before the end of June, and the
prospect is that, though one or two mistakes occurred in the
making-up of the hsts, the same will be done every year.
Considering the number of papers, the undertaking involves a
heavy task, and only through the perseverance and industry of
my asseciates (the Rev. Mr. Taylor, the Rev. Mr. LeFebvre, Prof.
Macadam and Inspector qu]\(.l) all teachers of successful
experience, has the experiment been so far satisfactory.

While the papers were being examined, all the examiners
working together in the Departinent of Public Instruction, the
improved appearance of the written papers was frequently
commented upon. Indeed, when this year’s papers are com-
pared with those sent in in 188§, the improvement is very
gratifying. Noless than thirteen of the Academies have received
the maximum mark in this connection, while none of the
others have taken less than 75 per cent. Nineteen of the Model
Schools have likewise taken the maximum mark. The names of
the schools that have paid the most praiseworthy attention in this
respeet are Huntingdon, Knowlton, Lachute, Inverness, Sher-
brooke, Coaticook, Stanstead, Bedford, Cote St. Antoine, Comp-
ton, Danville,Clarenceville, Three Rivers, Cookshive, Lennoxville,
Ormstown,Sutton,Mansonville,Richmond, New Riclhmond,Ulver-
ton, Stanbridge East, Frelighsburg, \V‘ltel\'llle Bury, Rawdon,
Hemmmfrford Gould, Sorel, belthlcr Hatley, \I'mocr Although
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one or two of the Model Schools have not yet reached
a standard beyond half-mark, the efforts of the larger number
that have made 75 per cent. this year, may naturally lead us to
expect even a further improvement next year. There can he no
doubt that the practice of sendingin neat papers is being appre-
ciated by the examiners in the higher grades, and has bheen
spoken of favorably by the Central Board of Examiners.

Last year I tried to make clear the manner in which the
tabular statements ave calculated. The new regulation about
the number of subjects to he taken by each pupil to constitute
a pass was adhered to, except in the matter of Latin, which,
according to the resolution of the committee, was not ranked as
a fatal subject this year. There is a marked inerease in the
grand total marks in many of the schools, as well as a more
striking similarity in the genernl averages, thus indicating
Lhow far the taking of a full course has come into favor.
This is further indicated by the high average of the percentages
per grade. Of all the schools nine have taken 75 per cent. or
over, five of them being Academies and four of them Model
Schools.  Thirteen of the Academies have taken from 50 to 75
per cent. and thirty of the Model Schools have done the same,
while only six of the schools—one Academy and five Model
Schools—have taken less than 50 per cent. Last year the
total number of pupils presented for examination in the
Academies was 673, of whom 476 passed and 199 failed.
This year the total number of pupils presented in the
Academies was 683, of whom 464 passed and 219 failed.
Last year the total number of pupils presented in the Model
Schools was 594, of whom 344 passed and 250 failed. This
year the total number of pupils presented in the Model Schools
was 701, of whom 432 passed and 269 failed. From this
statement it may be seen that the numbers brought up for
examination in all the superior schools this year are more by
115 than last year.

In considering the branches enumerated in the tabular form,
the usnal table will indicate at a glance the attention given to
these hranches :

Total number presented in Latin........461+183= 0644

Number who failed............... ce.. 894 18= 77
Total number presented in Greek........ 45
Number who failed. ... .... e 8
Total number presented in French........ 6574 578=1235
Number avho failed................. .. BT+ 68= 125

Total number presented in Geometry.....4754268= 743
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Number who failed........... v 384 20= 58
Total number presented in Algebra......626 +428=1054
Number who failed.....o. oo TTE 92= 209

These subjects have Leen selected for presentation in this
way to show what attention has been paid to the higher branches.
It has been suggested that English e added to these next year.

Of the remaining subjects it may be said that the number of
failures in j)zclatzon was too large, considering the character of
the selections in the lower grades. We would advise that
areater attention should be given to the requirements in this
divection, as well as to the studies under the heading of
Iinglish.  In awarding the marks for Reading, some of the
deputy-examiners had not given any attention to the directions,
though in all the awards there was not a failure. In the
Laglish Grammar papers, evidence was given that more
attention is being given to the analysis of sentences in its
relationship to composition, though there is still great room for
improvement in this respect in the majority of our schools. In
parsing, the function of the word shouid determine its classifi-
cation, not its shape or appearance, as_sume of the candidates
seemed to think. The new standard in History has realized
improved results, while the same may be said of the Geography,
though in the latter there should be more care bestowed on mayp-
drawing. The study of Geography is perhaps the most
practical of all school subjects, and should never be persevered
in without the use of maps, which the pupils ought to be trained
to reproduce for themselves. Ina word, no lesson on a country
is complete without the filling in of a map of it all but correct
in outline. The papers in Physiology were on the whole very
satisfactory, though some of the answers were of an amusing
character, on account of the immaturity of thought exhibited
on the practical side of the subject. In regard to Drawing, 1
regret to say that there are still some teachers who have not
come to recognize the importance of this subject. Where there
was any pretension to previous training, the papers were very
satistactory, much more so than last year ; but some of the
papers sent in were from pupils who had evidently never been
trained to hold a pencil.

In closing this report, I would recommend our teachers to
malke sure of the programme in all the grades from the heginning
of the year and to give the pupils some knowledge of it. The
pupils who pass for the ordinary A.A. are recognized as having
passed in grade IIT. Academy, and no teacher should be without
a copy of the calendar issued by the University School
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Examining Board. This year, I have issued the usnal cireular
of instructions, which I beg to subjoin to this report for the
information of the teachers who may desire to vefer to it in

print. J. M. HARPER.
CIRCULAR FOR 1891.

The attention of the teachers of Model Schools and
Academies is respectfully directed to the following :

(1). The selections to be studied this year in the Fourth

2eader, with special attention to dictation, derivation, definition,
grammatical construction and abstract writing, are to be found
from the first page to page 152, and in the Fifth Reader from
the fivst page to page 157. The poetical extracts should
receive careful study.

(2). The selections in French are to be taken from the last
half of the Progressive Reader, the lesson ¢ L’Examen
Dangereux” to be taken for re-translation. These are to be
selected for grade 1. Academy or Grade IIL Model. But
for Grade II. Academy the selections are to be taken from any
part of the Progressive Reader ; or, as an alternative, from the
last fiftcen of the extracts selected for the A.A. with the last
three prose extracts for re-translation, not counting the last
authorized lesson in either book as one of them.

(3). In arranging classes for the year, teachers are requested
to examine carefully the instructions in Regulation 74 of the
amendments to the School Regulations, which in future will be
adhered to in making up the annual tabular statement of the
examination marks. The Regulation reads as follows: ¢In
these written examinations pupils shall be considered as having
passed in their respective grades, provided they pass in Writing,
Spelling, Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, History, Scripture,
Freu.ch, Physiolegy and Drawing, except (1) that pupils in
Grade I. Model School will also be required to pass in English;
(2) that pupils in Grade II. Model School will also be required
to pass in at least one of the remaining subjects of their grade,
and (3) that pupils of Grade III. Model School and Grades I.
and IL Academy will also be required to pass in at least three
of the remaining subjects of their respective grades, of which
Latin shall be one.

(4). Teachers should not attempt to carry on all the subjects
of the grade at the same time, where there is any seeming
over-pressure of work ; a time-table, giving prominence to four
-or five subjects, should be prepared for each term.
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