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CRRISTIAN BANNER,

————

“1fany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”
¢This is love, that we walk after his-commandments.””

VOL. IX. COBOURG & BRIGHTON, NOVEMBER, 1865, NO. 11,

AGREEMENTS AND DIFFERENCES BD] WEEN BAPIISTS AND DISCIPLES.
No. 8

Qur way is now so fur clear that we may procced in due order to
oote some of the prominent differences and agreements existing be-
tween our friends the Baptists and the Disciples.

* And in reference to the things wherein we differ, it will not be
out of piace just here to ask, Win have given divisienal poteacy and
i separating influciee to the differcuces between the Baptists and the
"I brethren calling theinselves Bisciples 2 The whole houor, if henor
! it is, belongs to the iJaptist brethren. They bave it appears becn
determinel, practien’ly. to ereate and maintain differences ever since
she voice of refurrztion was raised.  Those who sought and labour-
ed in the carrent century for 2 nearer approach to the doctrine and
customns of the mode! ¢harches established and taught by “apostles
aud daspired evangelists, were all Baptists, and every magn of them
desired to continae to werk with the brethren with whow they had
been working, What were Tho. Campbeil and his son Alex. Campbell
1 eed Thomas M 11,y of Virgiuiu—Jucob Creath, sen , and Jacob
«Creath, jun., of }Keibaciy—Adamson Beutly and David b Burnet,
of Ohio—Alexandor Geaham. of Alabama—Silas B. Shepard and
H. Chase, of New Yoi k-~James Wallace, of England—James Black
aud D. Oliphant, sen, awl Duguld Sinclair, of Canada? All ofe
tiiem were Baptists ; and all of them were devoutly prepared to car-
ry out everything shat the Baptists had received from the Divine
Scriptures.  DButinstedying heaven's own Book and getting their
. eye on the primitive charch by the teleseope of faith, they sought—
i1 1. To accept of the pure oracles of God as their religious direct-
it ory, without the aids and appenduges of s human Formula of faith snd
i worship; and, heuce, from this stand-point—
Aj 2. Tozenomnes all clerical auchority and all ecelesiastical ma. |
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chinery not expressly taught or plainly exemplified in the sacred |
Statate Book. '

3. To speak scriptural things in scriptural terms, or as Paul ex-
presses it, < teach spiritual things in spiritual words.”

4. To duly distinguish between the Old Covenant and the New
Covenant, hearing as our Lawgiver not Moses but Jesus our Lord
and King.

5. To leave to theorists and philosophers all modern theories of
the « Spirit's operation,” “ God's eternal decrees,” “the essence and
nature of the Godhead,” and a few score of such unedifying myste-
ries manufactured since the days of Paul and Peter, but te preach
the gospel of the grace of God to sinners, promising salvation to those
who believe and obey it. )

6. To receive memkersinto the congregation or church of the
Lord upon the simple primitive coufession © that Jesus is the Christ,
the Sou of the living God”—a coutession made in putting on
Christ.

7. To attain uniformity, not in matters of opinion, but in matters
of faith,—distinguishing between opinion and faith, an opinion being
merely a bias or impression of the mind without reliable testimony,
while faith is as sure and reliable as the testimony of God ; members
of the Lord’s body loving one another, not by reason of any agree-
ment in matters of opinion, but because they have the * one fuith,?
having confessed and given themselves to the * one Lord.”

The Baptists as a people pronounced these things heresy, and,
clinging to, the Philadelphia Baptist platform and their regular
% usages"” long cherished and dearly loved, sot te work in good earn.
est to misrepresent; caricature, and denounce the teachers who ‘thus
sought to build on the primitive foundation. Their opposition was
appareatly increased and embittered by reason of the success atien-
dant on the incipient pleadings tor reform, since an entire Associa- |}

- tion of Baptists at once let fall their standard of * Baptist usages” ||
and took hold of the standard in honor of ancient or apostolic usa- i}
13

i

1

ges.  Said Association voluntarily dissolved and never again met! !
And not a few candid Baptists, preachers and people, scattered |
through the American States, perceiving by this reformatory move- !
ment that the apostles in their labors established churches of Christ, |;
not Baptist churches.—that the original work of the Lord’s ambas-

sadors was to make Disciples, not Baptists,—gladly bid adieu to the |}
trammels of man-created articles of faith and earth-born customs, and

with willigg‘. activity engagred in the work of reform. . u

A
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There was ouly, one courae left for those who determised not to
leave their old moorings, and who were as fully detérmined notito
tolerate as brethren any who rallied round: the primitive standard.
There was only one course that promised any sort of success to the
friends of modern usages who set themselves in oppositior to the

friends of primitive usages. They saw it and pursued it with abuu.

dant zeal. Itis ezpressed in one word—misREPRESENTATION, . Can.
dour will enable us to say that some of the Baptist brethren, officia.
ting as “ clergymen,” doubtless misrepresented because they did
not understand‘us, while equal caudour justifies us in saying thet

others wilfully mxsrepreseuted All who were under their ministerial :
power were piously warned against us, because we were said to be. ]
lieve in water regeneration—to reject the power of the Spirit of God: |
—to disown the Divinity of Jesus Christ—to merit heaven by our |

own good actions—to act the part of Jesuits in breaking up church-
¢s and creatiog division—to cherish the spirit of* eaptious contro-
versy and critical wranglitg—and that we were entitled to sundry
other recommendations no better than these, which we have no leis..
ure and as little desire at present to enumerate. o
Whatever the” motive, whutever the design, it is certain that these.
spiritual gentlemen, glorying in the name Baptist, did -not tell

“what was true about the Diseiples, their objects and their pleadings ;-

and a great harvest of bitterness, fleshily jealousies, and unrighteous
strifes grew out of their untruthful witnessings. But they added’
sin to sin ; for these champions of opposition to reformation having
devoutly created a full measure of prejudice against everything bear.'
ing the name of reform, and baving set thg¢mselves in array to effect
a separuation between themselves us regular Baptists and the -breth.
ren whose only aim was to be regular Disciples of Christ, they had
the assurance to ¢harge the Disciples with the offence of ma.kmg

* division !! To set this matter in a veritable as also a very interest--
¥

ing light, we quotea fcw sentences from the pen of brother J.’
Creath :— : , A

¢ T take this opparfuﬂity fraukly to state, that I regara the 'Bapt.ist.s to be
constitutionally in the kingdom or Chinrch of Jesus Christ, according to the New
‘Pestament, and am perfeetly willing to fraternize with all of them, so far as their
characters are moral and Christian, notwithstanding their peculiarities and their’
difference with us. Ard I furthermore state that I freely forgive them for:all-
the injustice and injuries which t,hey did me and my brethren. Avpd. I further
state that as T do not intend nor desire w provoke controv emy with the Bappsts
so neitherdo I wx«h to court thcir favom- nor do we fear them. I proceed t.o

- v——

ks 0Ho ~
v . ] j
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|
|

\ their stereotype usages, to coutemplate our peculiaritics when it is
{ demonstrated that each und every peouliarity is simply a sincere,

ces between us are iudeed exoeedmg\y mortxtym" o our friends '}

state that we were living in full fellowship with the Baptists, we were itnimpeach- |
od in our moral character by them—and we would have remained with them— |
we desired to do so—we strove to remain with them—but they would not permit
ustodoit.

“At a called Association of the Franklin Extra Association in Frankfort, Ken-
tucky, in July, 1830, there were certain allegations preferred by that Association
against the Elkhorn Association, of which my uncle, Jacob Creath, sen., and
myself were members, for retaining us. We were present and desired the liber-
ty of replying to those charges, then and there, but we were refused the liberty
of speech ; we were clapped down, and not permitted to speak in answer to the
chargesalleged against us. Some persons present said we were worse treated
than barbarians; that it was worse than the Spanish Inquisition, In August fol-
lowing [1830] the Elkhorn Associationmet. 'We were there cut offand thrown
out of the Association most violently, without any other charge except that of
heresy. We did all that men could do to stay with them ; but no, they would
not permit us, Theyexcommunicated us and the churches to which we belong-
ed, against our wills and remonstrance. It would be as true to say that Jonah
left the ship, that he split off from the crew, as to say we split off from the Bap-
tists. We left them because they declared, by words and acts, that we shou'd
not stay with them ; that we were unworthy to stay with them. People bad
better ask the Baptists, Why would you not permit these Christians to remain
withyou? Why did you expel such men from you? What were they guilty
of? Were you not precipitate in your course? Did you Tot do these men
greatinjustice in expelling them ; in publishing them to the world as unworthy
of your fellowship 7 Were tirey not slandered and mostinjurivusly treated 7

A whole library of testimony,in manuscript and in print, can be
produced, all going to show that the Baptists have the entire glory
of making division—that we were invariably peace men and desired
in the love of the truth to walk with the Baptists us brethren. What
then shall we think of that little scion of our old Baptist opposers
called Thomas L. Davidson whea he informs the Baptists of Canada
through the © Messenger” that no muu has made such division in
Baptist churches as brother Campbell? Who could srust the word
of the man of the Brantford ¢ Messenger” in any watter relative
to the Disciples after delivering himself ofa stutement with such a
crook to it ?

They talk of our peculxarmes 1 Yes, verily, we are a *“ peculiar
people;” and it is most bumiliating to our Buptist friends, with

zealous, and conscientious attempt to model ourselves and our religi-
ous homage after the oracles of Christ without begging our patterns
aund trimmings from Gill, Fuller, Hall or Haldwue. Tle differen-

allsl
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when the impartial are compelled to acknowledge that the }Baptists |,
are losing ground as the great advooates of the Bible and Bible |]
things, and that the Disciples, speaking in common literary currency, i i!
are leading the van in the great work of throwing overboard all hu- l:
man opinions and traditions that bind men’s conscience and wrest |
from Christ bis authority as our only Lawgiver and Supreme Ru- |
ler. Tn one aspect of the matter, it is not to be chronicled among !
the strange things that Messrs. Davidson and Frazer should show a :
little of the inner and much of the outward man by way of opposi- ;.
tion to us, when the fact is brought out as large as life’ that the Dis- }
ciples arc advooating the things of the Book of God against tra. |
ditiondom, and that the Baptists are so far in favour of traditions '.
that they fight against those who plead the Book without any of the .
lumber of Rome, London, or Geneva. Messrs. Davidson and Frazer |
though not keen in perception, can surely discern that they and their |
frateruity are thus put in the backward advance. It is sufficiently
bumiliating, but thgy must bear it or move forward. |

But the name Buaptist operates as a charm to many. But by what ;.
authority? The authority of usage ! we answer. No people were |
ever named Baptists by heaver’s authority. The Baptist John— ' v
the man recognized by God as the Baptist—lived, labored, and went !
to rest cre the Lord gave his new mission to chosen servants to pro-
claim the gospel to all people and to make disciples. He was called
by the Lord’s authority, when pronounced in plain English, John the .
Immerser. God gave him his work and his name. His work was :
peculiar—his name also.  Our friends the Baptists, if they were to
Euglisbify instead of Greekify their name, would be simply Immer.
sers. Is not this a blessed name—if even a correct name—for our
i friends to assume and love while spouting something like fury at the
Disciples for making teo ruch of baptism ?—! Call for friend Da. ,
vidson and our grave friend Frager, and they will explainit ! !

D. Ovripaasr.

ES3AY ON PRAYER.

(Cuntinued from page 2064.)

We must enter into our closet and shut the door, and copverse |
with ourselves aud with our God by abstracting ourselves from the |-
Ht world in all its forme, its cares, its pleaaures, and pursuita. “This is
essential to any spirjtual ad)anmge or profis in our communings
. mth God ) “

o - e
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But prayer is not only secret and personal, but also public and
social. Christiams live in families, and in churches, and as such
they must approach together the mercy seat, and there unite, and
thus atrengthen and aid one anether. True, our children may not
all, nor always unite with us, Still, Christian parents may pray and
worship together in their presence, and bear them up asan offering
to the Lord. They may, and they should bring them up in the nur-

. ture, as well as in the admonition of the Lord. They must teach
snd train them by example, as well as by precept and by . doctrine.
We might as rationally withhold from them the Bible, as the throne
of graco ; and our precepts as our example in the work aud worship
of the, Lord.

But, alas ! what a delinquency amongst the professors of this gen-
eration in the use and enjoymeot of prayer. How many apparently
prayerless persons and families are said to be members of all pro-
fossing communitics. Every subject and wvery theme can find ac-
ceptance, and a place in family conversation, aed in our social inter-
course with one another, except social prayer, praisc, and devetion.

How others may reason on these subjects, from what premises and
to what conclusions, I know not ; but how to reconcile such a pray-
erless profession of Christianity with the doctrine, precepts, and
example of eur Saviour and his followers, or with the teachings and
examples of Patriarchs, Prophets, and Saints of all ages, as present.
ed to us in the Living Oracles, I kuow not. I would as seon under-
take to demonstrate that a terrestrial enimal could live without
breathing, as a Christian without praying—without daily * praying
with all prayer and supplication in the spirit,and watching there-
unto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” Instead
of ceasing to pray, Paul commauds Clristians * to pray without
ceasing,” and in every thing “ to give thanks to God,” for mereies
received, * for th's is the will of Ged in Christ Jesws, concerning
you."”

These things premxse& I hasten o the object of this essay; to
offer a few suggestions ir €avor of private and family prayer ; aud,

et e e e et

first, of personal and private prayer. The advantages of private
prayer are three :—
1. We can be more fully absorbed in communion with God, and in
opcniug our hearts to him. than in social and public prayer.
2. We can continue for alonger tiwe io converse with God while
aloue, than in company w mt,h ot]xers

PRdpimeoutyuimmmiy
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3. We oau rise to a higher degree of abstraction from the world,
and to a more sublime pleasure in the divine presence when in per-
feot seclusion from every ear, in communion with God alone.

These are’ great advantages. They are, too, so ebvious that little
proof or illustration is required. But, for form’s sake, we may note
as follows :—

1. There is a pleasure in seoret communion with God, more easily
realized than explained. The thought that God alone hears us, and
that he does hear us with pleasure, is most clevating and exhilara-
ting. We express ourselves in a language free and natural without
pausing to select, or even thinking of selecting, a word, or a phrase,
for any human car. Thereis also an unhampered freedom from

apprchension that other ears may not exactly understand us; or if |!

they do, that they may not altogether unite with usin all our desires
and supplications. There is 2 free and full unburthening of our-
selves, aud of expressing all our sceret faults and errors, which is of
great relief and comfort tous. We do this not to inform him of
anything unknown to him, but to relieve ourselvesby afull expres,
sion of them as a means of pardon and deliverance both from the
power and guilt of sin.

2. Under the second head we would place that great boneﬁt which
we derive from being long in the divine presence, expressed in the
phrase assimilation to the divine character. Every human being
assumes more or less the character of those with whom he most inti-
mately and frequently associates. Now this is emivently true in
our communion with God, provided only it is sincere, enlightened,
frequent, and protracted. Prayer cannot be always long protracted
in company with others. The major part of most praying communi.
ties soon become wearied either in their position, or jaded in keeping
their micds fized upon what is said. This apprehension also often
occurs to him who leads in the prayer of a family or a public as-
sembly, and embarasses him more or less in this most interesting
exercise of his heart upon God.

There isno company like that with God in private prayer. It
elevates and transforms the soul and assimilatesis to God. As the
natural face of Moses shone when forty days alone in the mount
with God. so the moral face and character of every saint brightens
as ke long communes with God. in private prayer and praise,

3. Anxd, therefore, as indicated in our third item, we rise toa high-
er abstraction from earth, and to a purer and more sublime pleasure

N
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in secret prayer, in all these favorable aspects under which we con-
templato it, than we could in any public or social communion with
persons not known to usas they are to God and to themselves.
Next to the beatific vision of God in hia own glorious heaven, there
is nothing on earth to compare with the pleasures of a soul-absorb-
ing protracted interview in prayer with God ; er in the celebration
of the Lord's supger in the solemn silence of a sincerely pions and
well informed Christian community, while in abstract devotion all
unite, each in his own bosom, in adoring him who so loved us,
% dead in trespasses and sins,” as to send his Son, his only begotten
and dearly beloved Son, to expiate ‘our sins, and to redecm us to
himself by the sacrifice of himself, symbolized and set forth in this
hallowed iustitution. Assurediy one such interview in God’s own
house is worth & thousaud with the sons of men in the affairs of earth
and time.

Bat what scene on carth more transcendantly intercsting than a
whole household gathered around the Family Bible and the paternal
hearth, to listen to the living word of the living God ; and after the
oral instruction of a Christian parent, male or female,and the hymn
of thanksgiving, falling down upon their knees before the Lord of
heaven and carth ; while from the hallowed lips of a kind and pious
parent ascend to heaven prayers, supplications, intercessions, and
thanksgivings for them all, in language appropriate, importunate,
and devotional 2 Surely the destiny of such a family, both in time
and to eternity, may be expected to differ much from a family left,
without such paternal care and tenderness, to follow their own im-
pulses or the customs of an apostate world.

We cannot then, but earnestly press upon the attention of our
brethren the unspeakable benefits and blessings which our heavenly
Father has vouchsafed to man, as he now is,in conferring upon khim
the right of petition, and the liberty of coming into his presence
through a mediator, with the assurance of a gracious aceeptance and
answer in all things that he may ask, according to the promises of
God. If, then, any one be straitened in himself, or dissatisfied with
his condition, he may find relief »ad an abundant supply of spiritaal
aid and comfort in making a personal application to the throne of
grace, te him “that giveth liberally and upbraideth not ;" only let
him “ask in faith,” believing that God is both faithful and able to
supply him with every good and perfeot gift, necessary to his veal
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oomfort and salvation, and that he will do it toevery one that sin-
cerely asks him.

Houscholds trained in the fear of God are more intelligent, more
elevated, more refined, more honorable,znd more happy, everything
else being equol, than those frained without it. A Christian man,
faithful and zealous in the diseharge of hir personal and social duties
—punetual in the closet, in the family, and in the church—will al.
ways be more active, more successful, and m~re happy in any lawful
calling or pavsauit, than he that negleets these aids and comforts.

A man of prayer has more pawer with God an< man than he who
neglects and disdains it ; and cortain it 18, he enjoys himself incom-
parably more. “O God, thou art my God. Eurnestly will T seck thee ;
my soul thirsteth for thee: my flesh le~geth for thee ina dry avd
weary land, where no water is; to see thy power and thy glory, as 1
have seen thee in the sanctuary. Because thy loving kindness is bez.
ter than life, my lips stiall praise thee. Thuswill I bless thee while
Ilive; Iwill lift up my handsin thy name; my soul shall be satis-
fied 4s with marrow and fatness. and my mouth shall praise thee with
joyful lips ; when I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on
thee in the night watches. Because thou hast heen my help, there-
fore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice,” Ps. Isiii.

To cencinde, in the language of Apostles—* If uny man lack wis-
dom, let him ask of God, who giveth liberally and upbraideth not,
and it shail be given Lim. Buat let him ask in faith, nothing waver-
ing ; for let not the wavering man think that bhe shall receive any-
thing of the Lovd.” ¢ He that cometh to God must believe that he
is,and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.*
¢Therefore,ask and you shall receive, scck and you shall find, knock
and itshall be opened unto you ; for he that asketh receiveth, and
he that sceketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall be open-
ed.”™ Therefore, knock, knoek, knock.—Milicnnial Harbinger.

WHAT IS NEW TESTAMENT CO-OPERATION ?

Until within a few days we were not aware that a single brother in
this little world looked upon the politics and practicals of our co-op-
erative movements a8 we have been in the habit of looking at them.
Turping over the leaves of the # Gospel Advocate” for October, a
day or two since, it was with more than usual pleasurs we perused
the following portion of an article from the pen of brother Fanning,

——

e = s
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President of Franklin College, and principal editor of the monthly
just named :~—

Itis well understood that for many years I have doubted the
practical results of the co-operations in Tennessee, and indeed in
other States, bat I have yielded tomy brethren of age and experi-
ence, and I should be willing to yield longer, could I conclude it
would be to the honour of God ~ It has been intimated that, as my
profession is not preaching, I should not meddle with co-operative
movements. * * *

In establishing the  Gospel Advocate,” 1 determined, by the
help of the Lord, to give tho subject of co-operation a thorough ex-
amination. Idoc not pretend to say how it has been brought about,
but I have for years believed that a change must take place in our
views of co-operatiou, before we can labour to each other’s advan-
tage, or to the honor of God.

I beg permission to state what seems to me evidence of defective
co-operation amougstus. It has always occurred to me, that the
brethren most generally write and speak upon the subject as men at
sea, without chart, compass, or evea a pole star to guide them. As
the world’s convention at London, every one hasa theory, a sugges-
tion, a plan to urge or at least a question to ask, if such or sucha
planwill not answer. Such acourse is an acknowledgment that we
haveno directions or examples to guide us. With the word of God
before us, the thought is most humiliating. We have complete in-
struction in all matters pertaiving to religion, or we have nothing.

Again, from the chiracter of most of the publications in regard to
co-operative meetings, we might infer that the sole object was to de-
vise ways and means to raise funds for the preachers. Hence the
custom of the brethren to urge delegates $o be prepared to report
what each Church will do for Evangelists. This is a question
which nochurch can Seripturally answer. Most siucerely would I
ask the question, if Churches were conducting their affairs by the
Spirit, would the subject of 20ncy be the theme of discussion in such

;  co-operation meeting as we anticipate ? Does not the course of

the brethren seem to imply that our co-operation is a selfish scheme
to get money to sustain a few preachers, or perhaps a paper.

Thesc sugzestions, strictures, and queries are to the point—just
and judicious. The speculative co-operations frequeotly instituted

. and maintained by brethren who professedly rally round the oracles

i
|
|

!

. of Christ as the creed of the church, do, in vur honest judgment, de-

mand criticism and thorough review. Some of the epistles to the

. churches, given to us in the New Covenant, require to be opened, and

certain corners of them usually folded in and therefore out of sight
ought to be broaght prominently to view and the purport thereof
pondered. It is full time. .

If the HTead of the Church had boen pleased to appoint a system
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of vo-operation such as many have seen fit to adopt, ean it be doubt.
ed that He would have given us ample directions pertaining to it 2
The fact that we have to contrive, and experiment, and try and re-iry,
and pass resolutions, and ther pass other resolutions, perhaps do
something and perhaps do nothing, and finally be in doubt about
everything except our own motives, would seem to prove toa dem-
onstration that we are on our own responsibility taking the lead—
instead of the Lord taking the lead of our labours.

" The time will come—wo rejoice that it will come—when the spir-
itual building, fitly framed together and compacicd, will subserve
every purpose for which it was fitly framed without the ill-shaped
and rickety little extras and slab-roofed additious anl splintered
props that we now rear around it by way of improvement. We have
found strong-minded and right-hearted ‘brethren ‘who, in candid in-
vestigation, would acknowledge that our co operative movements
were not scriptural, but who nevertheless practically sanctioned
these movements because it was better so to do than to do nothing.
How far from Jerusalem any well-meaning wan could go ou such a
principle as this, and yet be safe, we would not like to affirm.

D. 0.

—_—————e .

For the Christian Banner.

THINGS TO BE PRAYED FOR.

Though no privilege enjoyed by man is more important than to
be allowed to present petitions to the throne of heaven, yet no fa-
vor enjoyed is more improperly and carelessly used. That manin
addressing his Creator should show less attention to his will than

he would to the will of a fellow creature when addressing him, ex-

hibits a great.want of intelligence, accompanied by much vanity.
To ask a fellow creature for that which it would be unjust for him
to give, or which he had never authorized any oneto ask, would be
thought unwise ; but to ask the Lord for things which he never
promised is esteemed by mauny who are called christians to be both
wise and right. That man should look to the Lord for all tkings
needed which he has promised to bestow, is just and becomiug ; but
to demand that which is not needed and not promised, exhibits nei-
ther wisdom, intelligence, nor humility. ‘
In order to approach the Lord with acceptauce ‘it is important to
kuow for what we may ask a8 well as how we should approach bim.
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That the Lord has authorized those who obey him to ask him for
many things is evident, put that ho will not hear prayers made for
things not promised is equally evident, Ist John iii 22. To ap-
proach the Lord without considering whether the things sought are
promised or whether it accords with his character and our circum.
stances to bostow them shows a strange want of thonght and piety,
and can only end in disappointment. Though sincerity and cara-
estuess are necessary, yet these will not secure aceeptance or an
answer to our petition if we ask for things not promised. The pray-
‘er of faith is the only one which will receive the approval of the Lord
and we can only pray in faith for that which we kuow the Lord has |t
promised to bestow. ¢ And this is the confidence that we have in
Lim, that if we ask anythingaccording to his wiil he heareth us,” 1st
John v. 15, No privilege we cujoy and no duty which we have to
perform demands more thoughtfulness than to be able to address
the Lord as we should, and certsinly on no other occasion should
our words be more simple and unassuming. Though we here men-
tion some things for which we way pray with acceptance, it is net our
design to attempt to specify everything for which it may be right
for us to ask the Lord and which his gracious hand alone can sup-
ply. As the unbeliever must look for pardon of all past sin through
faith in Christ, repentance of sin, and putting on Christ, so the be
liever must seck for pardon of all sin which he may commit by pray-
er, through the name of the Saviour. :
The comforting of the Holy Spirit and the full measure of the
knowledge and consolations ot the gospel are amoung the things for
which obedicnt belicvers may pray.  Proteetion from calamities and
danger, deliverance from the evil desigus of wicked men, and all the
machinations of the author of all evil, and his ciwissaries, skould be
sought by all the Lord's people. Success in all undertakings which
are lawful aud laudable if followed in the fear of the Lord way be
supplicated. We may pray for the peace and conversion of the
world by the publishing of the gospelin all lands, and that rulers
may rule in equity and righteousness—that in the peace of the
world we may enjoy peace, and the boundaries of the Redeemer’s
kingdom be enlarged. The preservation of those who are laboring
in forcign lands,and the deliverance of those who are languishing in
the cold dungeon under the cruel hand of persecution for righteous-
ness’ sake, should be romembered at the Lord’s throne of favour by
those who love him and rejoice in hope of the glory to be revealed

when the Lord ¢ appoars without a sin-offering to salvation.” These
e et N
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fow things we present as things for which we may pray and in which
every christian should feel deeply interested.

There are things for which we should not present petitions
to the Lord, for he has not authorized us in his word to ask him for
them, and which it belongs not to us to determine what he should do
with regard to them. To ask the Lord to compel sinners to believe
the gospel, and to convert them without the word being heard or
read by them, to forgive their sins before they have repented of
them, to receive such into Leaven, and to appear in our midst as
often as we may be disposed to make such arequest, are among the
things for which no christian should pray ; for they are not in ac-

cordance with God’s character and government our circumstances,
nor the nature of things.

The misuse of prayer is acommon sin of the present age, and one
which tends to confuse the minds of many anxious inquirers, and
gives them very confused ideas of the difference which exists between
those who are the Lord's people and those whom he does not ac-
knowledge as his servants, and to whom he has promised no favor |!
beyond thislife. The dissemination of correct views of prayer a-
mong professorsand society in genoral, and the adopting of scripta-
ral practice in using it would tend greatly to make the preaching of
the gospel more effective in convertivg sinnors, and render the edi-
fying of daints more casily accomplished. The ncglect of prayer as
well as its abuse tends much to hinder the progress of the gospel ;
for it leads to a cold, lifeless state of mind, which often becomes a
hindrance to the truth. Much of the declension in piety, devoted-
ness, and zeal complained of amongst christians we fear arises from
a neglect of this duty. Ilow a christian can maintain a life of faith
and holiness without prajer we do not understand. That believer
must indeed be cold and ungrateful who does not feel that he has
sins to confess and pardon to scek, favors to be thankful for, and
blessings to supplicate both for time and eternity. How much rich
food for the mind and soul-satisfying pleasure and encouragement is
Jost by those who neglect to raise their hearts acd voices in humble
supplication to the Giver of every good and perfect favour! Let
every one who has 2 heart to love the Lord aud to praise him fot all
his wondrous deeds of love and merey, draw nigh to God—for his
& gyes are over the nghtoous and his ears ars open to their pray-
ors. n

J.B
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- A. CLEGHORN AND 3: D. BEREDICT.

According to promise we lay Before our readers e letter written for”
- the Messenger, of Brantford, By Mr. Alex. Cleghorn, (pruned- of
. some of its nicknaming) and a brief note by J. D. Benedict which
refers to said letter. We publish without commeut, allowing every
reader to be his own commentatoy. As the Messenger has given
publicity to what Mr. Cleghorn has testified, i will only be simple
honesty tolet Mr. Benedict have a hearing ip the same columns.
We shall see whetber our cotemporary the JMessenger loves and
practically approves this sort of righteousness.

A. CLEGHORN'S LETTER-

v For the Christian Messenger.,

the 9th ult. there is an account given, as taken from theé Christian
Banner, of ow the Baptist Church in Carthage in this County had
all but, or quite, through the labours of a certain Bro Benediet,
gone over to the Disciples,and that they—the Disciples—were about
% to occupy the Baptist Meeting House henceforth forall time.”

That letter in the Bazner must have been written purely to ex-
cite and stimulate the flagging zcal of the « Brotherhood” in Canada
and the writer could never have calculated wupon its coming to the
knowledge of the people in Carthage or any where else in this region.
‘With the former Pastor of the Carthage Church I am well acquainted
and with its present Pastor I have a slight acquaintance ; and I have
but to say that the article, 8o far as published in the Messenger, and
as set forth in your comments thereon, is a tissue of sheer fabrica-
tion—an unmitigated falsehood.

As soon as I saw your article I wrote to the Pastor telling him
what was said about his Church abroad, and he immediately sent me

Semetime st March,a Mr. Benedict, calling himself a Christian
or Reformer, went to Carthage, and proposed to deliver a course of
Lectures on Campbellism ; and as the Baptists were then without a
Pastor be asked for, and obtained permission to occupy their house of
worship upon the express condition that he should pay for the same

Jive dollars each evening ; and furthermore, a good many people
went to hear Mr. B, and some in the community embraced his views,
these are the simple facts, and these are all.

My Dzar Broruer Davioson :—In the Christian Blessenger of i

an answer, from which I give to your readers the following facts :— |

1
1
!
i
i
!
1
1
i
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I have further to say :~1st. That 'the‘p'eé‘};l;e' turned out in such
masses to hear ¢ that there was no room for them in the houses,” is
uhntrue.”’ e
" 20d. That “ three-fourths of the Baptist Church in Carthage have
united with the brotherhood, or are about to do s0,"—as not more than
threc or four at most eutertain any kind of fellowship, or friendship
even, for their pernicious doctrines,—is wholly untrue.

3rd. That they are to occupy the Baptist Meeting House, either
! for all time or any time, possesses not the shadow of truth. The
i Chureh bave just settled an excelicnt young man as Pastor, are well
and firmly united in sustaining Baptist principles. You will per-
ceive from the above that the statement upon which you have comt-
| mented so justly, is an wunmitigated falséhood. Surcly the cause
i whose interests can be sustained cr subserved by the publication of
i such reckless untruths, cannot be of God. * Every plant that my
l heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up.? By giving
! the foregoing a place in your paper you will subserve the cause of
truth, and do justice to a worthy Chureh.

much success in your labours, and in the labours of brother Winter,
to give to your brethren in Canada a weekiy journal ealculated to
enlighten them on all subjects now ugitating the ecivil and religious
! world; and I trust that the Alessenger may be liberally sustained.

worship, and that the Suviouris blessing your labours so abundant.
ly. :

I am yours as ever,
A. Crecnorn.

Adams, Jeff. County, N. Y.,
Sep. 3, 1855. 2

——

1. D. BENEDICT'S LETTER.
. Carthage, Oct. 10, 1855,

_ Broruer OripHant: DEar Sir :—Our little congregation at Car-
thage is thriving finely and promises much, notwitbstanding the
fiery ordeal through which it has passed and is passing.

Ishould have written you before this, but [ wished to see how the
Baptis_ts would dispose of the sayings of A. Cleghorn, which are
giving them any amount of trouble at this time ; but as they are not

I cannot close this without saying in addition, that T wish you.

i T rejoice that you and your peuple have entered your new house of
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likely to dispose of it to their satisfaction very soon, I will delay no
longer.

Brother Chase gave you the Baptist plan and calculation, not
ours, and why they have not consummated their former designs of
transferring their houseof worship and themselves into our embrace,
they can, if they would, fully disclose.

We zare having rich times here with that Cleghorn letter, and the
Baptists are striving hard to swearit through, but it won't do ; for
ag you recollect le charges that “I ASKED for the house to de-
liver a course of lectures on Campbellssm, and that it was granted
TO ME upon the ecxPRESS condition that I PAID FIVE DOL-
LARS EACH NIGHT.” ¢ Credat judeas apellas.” In the chuice

| language of the most worshipful Right Rev'd A. Cleghorn, of Adams,

Jeffersen County, N. Y., this is an © wamitigated falsehood."

In our organization we number about thirty now, and bope to in-
crease this very much during the fall and winter. Brother and sis-
ter Bush, who were formerly Baptists, are with us, and they havea
splendid Academy with all the fixtures for educating young men and
women.

Please notice this in your paper, and call the attontion of our
brethren to it. It is easy of aceess for you on the other side of the
waters, being by Stage sixteen miles from Watertown only.

"My love to yourself and your dear family.

Farewell, J.D. Benebier,

POSITIVE IAW.

For the Christian Banner.
1. In the Divine government, there are two kinds of law, Posi.

tive and Moral. The difference betwoen these two kinds of law is
this :—positive law iz right because it is commanded; moral law is
commanded because it is right in itself. In moral law there is sn
adaptation of means to the ond ; in positive law, there is no adapta-
tion. Moral law is right in the nature of things: positive law de-
pends solely on the will of the law-giver. Positive laws, then, are
. tests of our faith in the promises of God and of oar respest for His
authority, and we obey them, not because we can sec any moral
fitness, or any adaptation of the means to the end, but simply
because Gad has commanded us to do so. And whatever benefits
and blessings are connectod with, or derived from them, are to be
stiributed no¢ to the acts themselves, as though they possess any

- ~eesngm
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abstract efficacy, or merit, but to God who bestows them on usin
consequence of our obadionce to Him.

2. In all ages of the world God has made positive laws and not
moral, the test of man’s loyalty.

In the garden of Eden, man was placed under a positive law, and
upon hisobedience to this law were suspended all the joys of Pars-
dise. . .

That law was ;—* The day thow calest thereof thow sholt surely
die.”

‘Was not the cating of the forbidden fruit a simple act to bring
into the world ¢ sin with all its woes.” Yet it didso. All the
crimes that have ever stained the earth—all the miserics that have
over afflicted the human family—all the agouies that have ever
wrung the human heart, flowed in upon the human family in one
deep, dark, maliznant tide, from the violaticn of that simple positive
command of God. By that onc act of rebellion, man lost the image
of God, forfeited all claims upon His merey, was banished from His
presence, and diiven from Ilis Paradisaical home, a sin-polluted and
micery-stricken wanderer upon the fuce of the carth. But way it the
mere > physieal act” of cating the forbidden fruit that bas thus del-
uged the carth with guilt and misery 2 By no means,  Aside from
the command of God, there was nothing in the mere actof cating
that was cither morally right or wrong.

Tt was the disoledicnce to the positive command of the Great Law-
giver that constituted the sin.  The Majesty of Jchovah was insult-
ed—¥lis authority tramnpled under foot by His rebellions ereature
subject, and all the sufferings of humanity have followed as the pen-
alty of that violated law.

3. Take the law of sacrifice as another example. Under the Mo-
saic economy when an individual sinned,; he was commanded to tako
a vietim and offer it in the manner preseribed in the law of God for
such offences, ard connceted with this, was the promise—* And i
shall be forgiven lim.” Now when the guilty individual laid the
appointed vietim on the altar according to the directions of God. he
felt and knew that his sins were pardoned, although it was ¥ 20z pos-
sible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” The
blood of animals had not power to * take away sins,” but God hagd,
and he promised to exercise this power provided the sinner complied
with the conditions which He had imposed upon him. And when ;
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the individual did whatever God had commanded, His word was g
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| pledged for his pn.don. But although there was no cleansing effioa.

¢y in the blood of the slain animals—no merit in he act of laying
the bleeding victim on the altar, yet had not the individual made
the offering as God directed he would have remained a guilty, unpar.
doned rebel against the government of God.

4. When the Israelites in their journey through the wilderness
were bitten by the ¢ fiery-flying serpents” sent upon them by an of-
fended God, and were dying in great numbers, God commanded Mo-
ses tocrect a brazen serpent in the midst of the tents and proclaim
throughout the camps, that whosoever looked on the brazen Serpent
should live. Now in this case there was no adaptation of the means
to the end. There wasno efficacy in the * physical act” of looking
at a piece of brass erzcted on a pole, to counteract the poison that
was cuculauug turough their veins, and undermmmg the very citadel
of life. Yet had they not looked, they had been infidels at heart,
rebels against God,and their bones would have been left bleaching
upon the sands of the wilderness asso many monuments of their re-
bellion and God's justice. They looked and they lived. God struck
the fatal poison from their system as soon as they rested their faith
on Him by obedience to His positive command.

5. When the Assyrian Leper was commanded to go and wash him-
self seven times in the Jordon he murmured at the Divine command
and exclaimed in anger:—% Are not Abana and Parphar, rivers
of Damascus, better than all the riversin Israel? May I not wash
in them, and beclean 2 Nay, indeed ! God is not thus to be tri-
fled with by His creatures. e will save only in His own way. He
does not accommodate His laws to the whims of poor dying mortals.
His sovereign will must be obeyed. “ Butwhy go away to the wa-
ters of the Jordan when it is so much zore convenient to wash in the
waters of Damascus.” Simply because God has commanded it.
“ But can he not cleanse me as easily i Damascus as in the Jor-
dan? Doubtless He caz, but He has not promised that He will.
Ho has the right to bestow His blessings through any medium He-
way choose. It isnot your province to dictate, but to comply. But
he scorns this simple remedy, turns round in a rage and is hasting
away ; when reproved by his simple- -hearted servanta, he pauses, re-
flects, turns, and obeys the Divine command, and comes up out of
the waters of the Jord'an wholly olean. Had he bathed himself dev-
euty times seven in the waters of Abana and Parphar, his loathsome
disease would still have clung to him. Had he even gone to ‘the

v
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Jordan, and dipped himself six times and then stopped he had gone
away arebel and uncleansed. IHad he concluded that some other
act was much more convenient, and decent than dipping, and had he
pourcd or sprinkled water upon himself seven, or seventy times, he
would have been a leperstill. 'Yet there wasno efficacy in the wa-
ters of the Jordar Lo cleanse the leprosy. God healed him, in con-
sequonco of his obedience.

6. Now apply this comunon-sense reasoning to the subject of
Christian baptism. ‘The «Jicacy is not in the “ physical act” but in
the obedicnce to the command of God. Baptism changes no man’s
heart. Faith unfeizued is the only thing that can do-this Bap-
tism reforms no mau's lif.. The solemn and mighty motives, exhor-
tations, and warnings coatained in the Word of God alone can do
this. Baptism gives no wan Spiritual life. We are * begotten
again” says an Apostle ~ not of corruptible but of incorruptible
seed—the Word of God that liveth and abideth forever.” Faith and
repentance are boti: indispensakle pre-requisites of baptism, without
which all the waters of the oecan are unavailing. If the individual
enters the water an unbelicver, he will come out an unbeliever. If
he goes down impenitent, ke will come up impenitent. If he de.
scends into the water without spiritual life, he will emerge from it
without spiritual life. We go through the water of baptism, looking
not to the water for pardon, but to God who has said—* He that
belicreth and is baptized shall be saved,” and who commands every
believer to “repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus -Clrist for
the remission of sins.” Aud he who with a delicving and penitent
heart thus honors the Messiah by submitting to this institution, has
the assurance of God himself, that his sins are forgiven. We be.
lizve and teach that it is necessary for men to obey a/ the commands
of God—to submit with humility to all his positive institutions.
There are no non esscntaals in the Christian religion. It was the
spirit of disobedience and tnfilelity that first divided the commands
of God into essentials and #non-cssentiuls,. There is no such distine-
tion in the Bible. Al the instituticns in the new covenant were or-
dained by the same authority and are equally binding. No onecan
neglect or despiseany of these institutions, without despising the
authority of Him who ordained them. Baptism is not a non-essential
asmen have wickedly and presumptuously taught. Tt isan institu.
tion of Heaven and he who refuses to.submit .to it is a rebel against
the government of King Messiah. And can he who knowing his
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duty, thus lives in open violation of God’s laws, reccive and cojoy the
blessings of pence and pardon? Let the candid answer.
' B. T. Manie.

MIRACLES NEAR PICTON.

Under tho head of # Pioton Circuit,” the Guardian publishes a
letter from the pen of Mr. Slater. from which we extract the follow.
ing:— ,

The friends of Methodism will rejoice to hear that the Lord has
been pouring out his Spiriton the old Picton cirveuit. Some time
ago we concluded. not without hesitation and misgivings as to the
result, to hold « ficld meeting in the grove near brother Avthur You-
man’s, Themecting commenced on Saturday. the 22nd  September,
and continued to the Saturday following  Wecould not call ita
camp meeting, for we had no lodgings on the spat, but we kept up a.
bout the same amount of religious services as are usual ou the camp
ground. I might callit, peraaps, a protracted ficldamceting  We
were favoured with the services of Mrs. Palmer, Rov. Mcesses Fish,
Youmans. Keouxh, and besides the official brethren of this cireuit,
Messrs. Nevill, Howell and others. .

We weve like Gideon's army, few in number at first. but God
shewed us that success is not by human might or powcr or nembers,
but by his Holy Spirit.  OQur importunate prayer was  heard  The
old members felt the need of sanctification and ru-ling forward
witheat delay to the prayer cirele, soon found that the blod of Je-
sus cleanseth from all sin.  Ministers and members enjoyed a spe-.
cial season of refreshing, and when siuners cried for mevey, which
they did in gre. numbers, they were in. a condition to poi: t them to
the sinner’s friend.  The number who professed conversim is as
vearly as we can ascertain, about 50;and about 75 to 100 sought
and professed the b}{:ssing of a clean heart, The influence of this
meeting ou our societies thronghaut our cireuit is very beueficial in
stimulating to greater faithfulness in discharge of duty, and prepar-
fog for the work of saving souls. We are cxpecting a large ingath-
ering this winter. .

"On the above we have only to remark—

1st. If we could eredit the successor of friend McFadden when he
witnesses that ¢ the Lord has been pouring out his Spirit on the old
Picton circuit,” we should at once procecd to the circait to sec how
it now looks. We have learned from the oracles of Jesus our Lord

that in the days when this dispensation of favor- commenced God. |}

poured out bis Spirit.upon certain men and women ; but it{‘?ppedn’
it was reserved to the present year of favour 1855, for the Spirit' to
te powred out wupon @ circuit. We earnestly trust, now that the

®
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preaohers testify that the circuit is empowered with tho giftof
§' ‘tongues and otherwise qualified to proclaim Christ, thut the ‘preach-
* ers themselves will be silent !!
2. It would scem that the Spirit has to visit that section often, to
., make “ converts” of some and to give “a clean heart” to others.
il The scores of converis made by the Spirit working with Messrs,
; McFadden, Woolsey, and Miller some twenty months ago, require it
i

i appears to be made over again by the Spirit working with Messrs.
Slater and Fish,and Mrs. Palmer.
| 3. The “prayer circle” is a new title for the modern  altar.”
.I( Withia this “ eircle,” on the old Picton circuit,duly sanctified and
enducd with the power of the Spirit, the former members of the Wes.
“ ley:m body “ soon found that the blood of Jesus cleauscth from all
sin.” From these words two things are to be learned— 1ist, That
. these old members were only old sinners previously, having never
. found that Jesus’ blood cleanseth from all sin : and 2ndly, That the
prayer circle isnot only valuable to convert the unconverted but to
convert old members of the Wesloyan congregation.

4, Since the whole circuit in that section of the Wesleyan vine-
yard has becn operated on by the Spirit, and since old Wesleyan
members have been converted by the eficacy of the prayer circle, it
is not wonderful that Mr. Slater and his ed-workers “are expeeting
alarge ingathering this winter.” Meantime we will eontribute our

- share of the © ncedful” to, purcliase copies of the New Testament to
Present to the preachers ou that circuit, provided they will agree to
read and study these oracles of heaven ; and if the disciples in that
region will order a few copies of qur Lcttcrs on the Modern Altar
for circulation, we shall have no objection to sharing with them in’
not only counting the cost but in baaring a part of it. These gen-
tlemen of the old Picton circuit, who are evideut’y in good part re-
ligiously deranged, ought to be attended to, and that in good earn-
est, and without delay. It is our privilege and our obligation io be
valiant for the truth in the spiritand love of the truth.

~

D O

AN INQUIRY.

 Shortly after theissue of our Number for Ootober, a commurics-
ton was received, which, among otherquenes and suggestions, con-
tained the followmg , -

“Ja tho last No. of your monthly my attenhon was drawn by the

| e o . e —
—— —~ . Pasagirsaw 4
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.question, Why is brother Oliphaut not in the field 7"

| ing the past cight or nine years,not one yearly period has elapsed

)
!
!
]
!
|
|
]
i
|
|
|
i

-ingvoice. But I have always been a sincere and I trast consistent
-advocate of a monthly pubhcatxon in these regions to plead the

remarks you made on a brother’s letter from Nova Sootia, to ask the

Toward tho close of the same communication, after sundry stato-
ments pertaining to the cause and the great necessity for laborers,
this fricud of truth adds :

% In view of these things, why cannot you take the field ; not only

for a few months or for a year, but to be constantly employed and
arrange your business affairs accordingly.”

Others in divers forms have so inguired and so suggested, and
therefore it is considered judicious to make a note, of these particu-
lars and offer a remark or two. And Tst—I have long since © taken
tiie field” and have not yet turned from nor deserted the field. 2ud '
~—My labors ‘in the Lord,’ while not o considerable as I could de-
sire, are nevertheless much more constant than many distant Chris-
tian friends are apprized of A share of time is occupied each
month in proclaiming, enforcing, and defending the truth through
the pages of the Christian Banucr. Appointments to discourse are
made and filled within the circle: of thirty miles, which, if counted
for a whole season, would be aseertained to be not a few. And dur-

without taking sundry extensive iours occupying weeks and more
frequently months. 3rd—I should rejoice to comply with pressing
requests to visit churches and scctions, some of them visited already,
and others of them not visited as yei, but T become increasingly
doubtful if it be possible for me to set apart more time for travelling
and proclaiming the word thar I have been enabled to appropriate
hitherto.

But the query is pushed back upon me, * Why do you not, brother
Q., arrange your matters so that no business at home will hinder your
undivided laboursin the evangciical field 2 And an endorsing broth-
er steps up and enquires, ¢ Is not this precisely what you want some
others to do ?' T respond frackly and with decision : Let the friends
of reform take this periodical off my hands, either by saying they do
not want it or by putting it ‘under some other supervision, uud I will
at once devote the major portion of my days, weeks, and montbs,
health permitting, to preaching and teaching the gospel by the liv-

Lord’s truth. My conviction is, that, direotly and indirectly, the
Christian Banner, allowing a large margin for its 1mperfecg§1s, does '

m——Y
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more for the cause of reformation in these Provinces than five bro-
i thers Oliphant could do by pleading the cause with the tongue with.
;‘ out the pen. The brethren, by their votes, their epistles, and at
. times by their funds, have united with me in this conviction ; and
' bence, having thus taken the field and baving thus amid a host of
i discouragements kept the ficld, [ trust to so continue—devoting as
x' lsrge a portion of my life in writing and in speaking to ¢ sound
. abroad the word of the Lord™ as the ability that the Lord furnishes
I and the openings of his Providence will permit.
i
i
! THE PRICE OF SUCCESS.
'! Errorr is the price of success in every department of human ac-
i tion. TFrom the atiainment of rudimental knowledge to the salva-
tion of the soul, every step in our progress is made by undaunted
| toil. The boy drones over his book, a slave to listless laziness,
 theveby securing for himself a place at the foot of society. The
Christian who flees at the voice of lions, is undene. The man who
shrinks from difficulty in his business or profession, who refuses to
. climb because the rock is sharp and the way steep, must make up
 his mind to slide back and to lic in the shadows below, while others
use him as & stepping stone to their own rising. For this, such is
the constitution of society, there is no help. The poet wrote truly
who said—

D. O

“ Thou must either soar or stoop,
Fall or triunph stand or droop ¢
I Thoumust either serve or govern; ,
0 Must be siave or must be sovereign,
P Must, in fine, be block or wedps,

. Must beanvil or be sledge.

-

ENLAKGEMENT AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN BANNEK.

For months there has been a standing committee of one upon the
very brief question, Shall the Christian Banner be enlarged and oth-
erwise improved? The response is, in a single word, Yes. We
shall add four pages to the reading matter of this work, beginning
- with January, 1856—thirty-twe pages instead of twenty-eight ; and
. these we shall encompass with a genteel aolored dress in good stylo,
i, suitabla to appear in the cabin or the palace. More and better yet,
" Wwe are now negotiating for a font of beautiful new type. so that those
' who tse j:ectaclea and these who do wuthout them may secan our

ey
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pages with the greater good cheer and zest. These improvements
will cost something; but it is among the “ essentials” that we keep
up or atleast attempt o get up to the times, Reformers must al.
ways and in all things be engaged in reform ; and who would be iu- |
jured if some old-fashioned delinquents who have received our labors .
for two, four, or six years should so far turn over a new leaf as to !'
assist us in this progressive step ?

———a

D. 0. |
_ ]
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. ‘

From a communication under date of Qctober 23rd, from brother '
Sheppard, we copy the following :—

“ Since I saw you in London at the time of Brother Campbell’s
visit, we have had the pleasure of introducing four intelligent per- !
sons into the visible church by Christian baptism at Dorchester.
You mistake in stating in the Banner for September, that - several ‘
were added a few weeks since” to the church at Dorchester, only one !
had been baptized here within a few weeks; though three had been i
added by baptism at Lobo and two others were to be immersed there ' .
on the foilowing Lord’s day ; hence, 1 suppose the mistake.” :

Opening come of our exchange monthlies for October—the
% Harbinger” * Record,” * Bvangclist,” ¢ Sentinel,” - Preacher,”
“ Advocate,” and also some of these for September, together with a
I copy of the *Philanthropist” in Texus, a copy of the * Intell:zen-
cer,” and two copies of the ** Age,” we count up 2368 couverts who
bave been lately added to the disciples within the boundry of the '
Anerican Union.  No doubt there are others who have Leard the
gospel aud confessed the Saviour, but have not been reported in °f
these periodicals. Let this success load us to praise aud to pray =
with still greater fervor.

D. O

New Vistrors—Brother R, I Coleman, of Sonttsrille, Va., has
made us two visits lately, through his  Christian [ntelligencer"—a
folio paper published twice per month. [f we were to select some
model brethren, friends of the Lord whom we could commend as
Bunday and every day exawples, our brother Coleman would be one
of them. As an evangelist and a christian editor he is worthy of i
all confidenec and esteem. :

8 Y

phrrboy “ ¥
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i
|
l The *Christian Sentinel,” & good-sized monthly published at
.| Springficld, Illinois, by brethren Mallory and Rowe, makes its
i} way tous once and again. The ¢ Sentinel” appears to watch faith-
i fally—which, in these loosc times, is saying mere than a little.
' Oar cotemporary at Springfield has completed his second year and
‘i entered upon his third. The third and fourth years of a religious
: periodical are seasons of trial to their physical constitution, and it
is hopeful that the air and aliment of that locality may prove pecu-
niarily healthful.
y  The “Bible Union Reporer,” Monthly, is before us—a noble
"  looking work of some 24 quarto pages. It contains *the English
I Seriptures Rlevised, and important intelligence relating to the Pro-
§ | gress of Pure Versions of the Word of (xod " On the top of its
I')fty forehead we have the words—* The Bible Taithfully
; i Translated For All The World.”

Texus or ToE Bisre Uxton Reronter, Moxtary :—Oae copy for

i
+

it
't

t a)e'u post paid. 81 ; five copies to one address, B4 ; fifteen copies -

m one address, $11 ; :hirty copies to one address, $20; fifiy copies
: to one zddress, 30 Orders should be sent to W. L. Wyckoff or
v C A. Buekee, 350 Broome Street, New York.
D. 0.

H [ 4

A LIFE-LIKE SKEICIH.

T.11 me where the Bible is, as a house-hold book, and where itis
;o dotyand I will write a moral” geography of the woild. I will show
* what, in all particulars, is the physical condition of that people. One
: glauee of your eye will inform you where the Bible is, and where it is
. not. Go to Italy-—decay, degaradation. suifering, meet you un avery
side. Commerce Croops, agriculture sRkens, the useful arts languish.
There is @ heaviness in the air ; you feel compressed by some invisi-

- ble power, the people dare not speak aloud, they walk slowly, an
. avpued aolnhu_y is around their dwellings, the armed police take from
j the strauger his Bible befora ho eaters the territory. Ask for the
- Bible in a Bookstere—it is not there or in a form so large and ex-
* peusive a8 to be boyond the reach of.oommon people. You enter the
* Vatican and inquire for the Bivle, and you will be poioted to some
tase where it reposcs ameng saumo prohibited books, side-by-side with

. the works of Diderot and Voltaire. But pass over, tho Alps to

! 8witgerland, and down the Rhine into Holland; ﬁon over the chan- i

Preee = semmm o v e em *-
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nel to Englava and Scotland, and over to their descendants, tke people
of the United States, and what an amazing contrast meets the eye !

Men look and act with an air of independence, thereis jndustry, neat- |

ness, instraction for children. Why is this difference? There isno

brighter sky—there are no fairer scenes of nature—but they have the
Bible.

Oricivor Porisit Errors.—Roman Cetholies often talk of the
antiquity of their religion, but the following dates of the origin of
their peculiar doctrines and practices will show them to be too mod.
ern for a scriptural christian to receive®

Holy Water. o oo .. A. D. 120
Penance - - . s 157
Monkery. o oo e “ 328
’ Fatin Mass. ... e “ 394
Extreme Unetiona o v ceccmanoacaoo2 @ 558
Purgatory- - oo “ 593
- Invocation of Virgin Mary and of Saints. % 591
Papal Usurpation. ... ... e L 607
Kissiog the Pope’stoe e caecmao et ® 709
lmage Worshipaeooeomaeocaaoooans “ 715
Canouization of Saints. oo .- 993
Baptism of Bells.. o <oiaemeaaas .. & 1000
Trausubstantiation « - - ceooeeooao .. “ 1000
Clerical Celibacy o oee ool “ 1015
Indulgences e cmeemc oo “ 1190
Dispensations.ceeoce oo cainn oaiaes & 1200
The ToquisitioNecaeaccee oo an oo ¥ 1204
Confession. co cccommen cocmcmcnaai o ¥ 1215
Eievation of the Host. - _.__.__.... 1222

-_..‘_.__ e

Wesley, being strongly impoituned 1y the friends of James II, to ;
support the measures of the Court in favour of Popery,with promises i;
of preferment, absolutely refused even to read @he King's declara- !
tion ; and, although surrcunded with courtiers, §0Uicrs and inform-
ers, be preached a bold and pointed discourse agamst it from these

cutof thine hand, O King. But,if not, be it known unto thee, O
2 b=} : ) M

which thou bast setup.”

True Courace.—Samuel Wesley, father of the celebrated John

i
"
i
h
[N
"
I
i
H
i

words :—-*-If it be s0, our God, whom we serve, is able to deliver ns |

1t

King, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image ‘

i
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WILLIAMSVILLE CLASSICAL INSTITUTE.

i The following is a portion of the Circular of this ® Institute :"—

The Trustees of “ WiLtiamsviLLe CrassicaL INsmituTte,” ab-
nounce to its patrous and the public that the Institute will be open-
ed for the reception and instruction of pupils on Wednesday the 5th
; of December next. ;

In selecting the location for the School, the Trustees have taken ||

i great pains tosecure a spot which should, as near as possible, com- 1}

' bine all the essential requisites of a good school. pleasant neighbor-

" hood. and healthy situation. Thc building is a new brick structure,
of mudern style of School House Architecture, and will accommo-

* date couveniently from three to four hundred pupils It is pleasant. !

ly sitnated at the cast end of the village of Williamsville, Erie Co, 1}

N. Y . ten miles from the city of Buffalo. The village for morals

. and inteliigence, for varied and inviting scenery, for ease of access

: and liealthiness of location, is unsurpassed.

T School is divided into two Departments, a Primary and an
Academic. The Academic year will be divided into three terms or
sessions. st Term begins onthe last Wednesday of August in each
year, and continues thirteen weeks. 2nd Term commences on Wed-

. nesday the 5th day of December, 1855, and continues fourteen weeks.

. 3rd Term will commence on the first Wednesday of April, and con-

. tinue thirteen weeks.

. Primary Departent. $3; Common English Branches, 84 ; High-
er Buglish Brauches, 85 ; Higher Mathematics and Aacient or Mod-

. ern Languages, $6. ¥

* The Trustees have secured the services of Mr. Thomas Muonell, |

. A M .as I’rincipal. Mr. Munnell has a deservedly high reputation

both as a Classical and a Scientific Scholar. His long and success-
ful career as a Teacher an1 Discplinar an in the Ecuectic INsTiTUTE,

- at Hiram, Ghio. are sutlicient guarantees that all the interests of the

School will be duly cared for under his superintendesce. The Trus-
- tees have also obtained the services of Miss Julia Abbott as first
" Pemale Teucher. Miss Abbottis a graduate of the State Normal
- 8chool. at Albany, N. ¥, and is an expericnced and eminent
Teachier. ’

Goud Board may be obtained for $2 00 to $2.50 per week.

CLecayueN—A party of British travellers, among whom there

. were uo less than three prosperous clergymen of the Church of
Englard, were making a long pussage through the desert, from Cairo

- to Jerusalem. They followed ou the track of the Israclites, as they
believed. and on week days they read and consulted, and explored,

. 3ud were full of interest about that sacred old history. On Sun-
i days they stopped for at least half the day. On the first Sunday
» one of the clergymen preached a sermon, old, aud wholly irrelevant i
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i
!ﬁ —subtle, and yet superficial,—abstract. and yet anything but eleva.
1+ ting, There was not a word in the discourse, nor a tone iun the prea-
i { oher, which met the real desire of every heart present, for some re.
i ference to the place and circumstances in which they were. On the.
next Sunday, the two other divines oxeused themselves from preach.
ing, on the ground that they had no sermous with them, * Can't
i you speak to us?” asked one of the laity. “ In such a place as this,
have you nothing to say to us that our heartsare thirsting to hear 9 ,
i

{1 The cold reply was, that extempore preaching is not aliowed by the
%; Church of England, and that it was impossible to write a sermonin
ll‘ thedesert. Yet this man wrote an ample journal; and the party
{: were not a eongregation, but a tent-full of comrades—a €amily, asit
-\ ware, in the desers.  The former preachor read again the old ser,
' mon; and so he did, for the same reasons, ona third Sunday!

N —————

" A CORRESPONDENT says, ¢ If you publish the articles on Agree.
! ments and Differences between Baptists and Disciples in Tract form,
{! I will try aud belp all L can.” Let us say to this brother and to
" all other readers that we have resolved to publish in pamphlet form
!} these articles—three of which have appeared and one yet to appear,
in the Christian Banncr—to let uncommitted men see our reli:
gious position in the face of the traducing unfairness of the _Baptiéf
Messenger. It has become uecessary to circulute these articlus
. more extensively than can be accomplished through our monthiy
- paper; and hence our resolve to ve-print them in ordér that they
may fullil & mission in some degree adapted to the demand.  About
the time thiy Number reacies distant readers, we shall bave bztwaeon
1000 and 2000 coyies of the aforesaid four articles put up in pam:
phlet, neatly covered, ready to bz conveyed to friends and co-laber:
;I ers by Her Majesty’s wail. Oune dollar will pursbase 20 copics.o

o ' D. 0.

I .

——

#5 Some of our first class subscribzrs have already forwarded
payment for the coming volume of this monthly. Paul speaks ap:
provingly of a certain kind of forwardness” in his epistle No. 2 @0
the brethren in Coriutb, and we may conclude that the forwardness
of the Lolpers of our work would also, with Psl, be entitled to 8

share of commendation. ° ]

- sag:

D. 0.
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