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‘' Thou art the Christ, the Sou of the Living God.—~Peler. On thisReck I will build
my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it—~T%e Loyd Llessiah.

" PROSPECTUS.

Tue conductors of Tre OHrIsTIAN estimate every human praduction
in proportion as it creates in the minds of its readers-a love, reverence,
and respect for the Word of God. 'With them a christian is one who
belisves what the Messiah has said, and practices what he has com-
manded. .

This Work shall have for its object, the recovery of Primitive Chris-
tianity from the speculations of the past and present ages, and.its fup-
ther developement, in its native simplicity, beauty, and exceller.xcy, as
taught in-the Living Oracles ;- it shall advocate the cause in which the
Apostles and first Christians suffered, laboured and died.

Subservient to this object the following principles shall be attend-
ed'to :— o

1. The authenticity of the Living Oracles, their worth as the grandcriterion of faich
and practice, and as the only arbiter of all yeligioda-controversy. .
Q. The Sexiptures shall be advocated aa being “ prafitable for doctrine, for.xeproaf,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness,” not only able to perfect the man of
God, but o sure gaide to eternal lifo, Ao
3. Answer tho important questisn—What did the Apostles preach.as the Gaspel of
the blessed!Saviour? L . )
4. Show its &er{eqt adaptation to the lost and rnined condition of the human family.
5. Contrast this with what is called Gospel at the Yresent day. ~~ ° ,
16, Adocate to nécessity of a retarn fo-1 pure spaeclu—~to-thd Word:of Godt
7. Endeavor to ascertain the order of tha Primitive Chutthes, ard calt upan ovy
fellow xoem to, yeturn to the apostolic and ancjent oxder of thinga. .
"8, Answer impottant queries relative to the faith and practics of Christious,
9. Take a-passing notice of Religious Periodicals-and:Publications.
10. Publish'the suceess of the Gospel throughout. the world, so far as-wa bicoms
acquainted with its progress, .o . - .

Thus Tae Camerian shall give both sides of all religious contro-
versies connected with the present and future salvation of the human
far- \iy~—Those differing from us-in sentiment on the above topics, shall
Lo e the privilege of cccupying a.reasonable share of our pages so long
as they conduet themselyes as gentlemen. Religious speculations and
opinions shall be discarded. . The difference hetween matters.of Faith
and .Opz'm'on shall.be pointed out ; and the necessity of all Christians
receiving each other, without regard to differences of opinion, shall be a
prominent feature of Tre Crristian.

\\00\\7'/"



] THE CHRISTIAN.

PREFATORY REMARKS,

O tiie first appenrance of o new Religious Perrodienl from the Pro-
vineiol Prees, some rensons may be roguived for 1ts pubhication.~—2any
shall be disclosed in the course of the volume, At present the follow-
ng must suffice :—No one, of the proposed character of The Cnrus-
TIAN, i3 at present in circulation. It 15 true that a few bencvolent in-
dividuals in Halifax, N. S,, at an expense far beyond its mncome, sustan-
ed a similar work about three years ; but that 13 now discontinued.—
Believing such a work needed, in answer to a call from the disciples of
the Lord, in these Provinces, we venture to launch Tae CHEISTIAN on
the boisterous ocean of the religious corammumty, for the purpose of con-
veying-to our fellow citizens euch truths as we deem intimately connec-
ted with the present and future happiness of the huma. family.

We have disclosed fully, in our Prospectus before the public, the
prineiples to which we purpos¢ to adhere through our whole course.—
The praportion of attention which each principle shall receive, shall be
regulated by the aspect of affaire in the religious community.

“If the word of God elohe is to be your rule of faith and practice,”
says a friend, * why add another to the list of human productions 1"
A proper question—hear the answer., Were the teligious coramutities
instracted alone from the word of the Lord, all human productions
would be useless ; yes, worse than useless! This, however, 13- not the
case. 'The present and past generations have received the greater part
of their instructions, on religious subjects, from erring men,%ef‘ore they
were abla to examine the oracles of God for themselves : and thus 1o a
great extent, their sentiments have been formed before they understood
the word of the Lord. ‘

The individual’s opinions being thus formed prematurely, he willen-
deavor to use the Bible, not so much as his guide and di.eciory, as a
text book to prove his previously formed views. Every sentence that
appeats 10 favor his views, 13 made familiar, and those that appear to
ilitate against them, are sought to be laid aside by the glosses and
eriticisms of favorite commentaries. Soon he persuades himself that
the Bible proves only his system, snd this persuasion ¢ grows with lus
growth and strengthens with-his strength.” . .

This we conceive to be the cause of the great diversity of sentiment
an the religious coramynity. Thus, as lines projected from the.same
point, become the more widely separated,.as they are continued, so re-
ligionists, continuing to adhere to their own devices, (which have led
thiem»astray,) are daily farther removed from the Good Book and each
othey, C ‘ o : o '

In fact, the word of the Lord soon assuraes, to hisr who has beén led
astray by the devices 'of men, the same hue us bis-system, and he bs-
cotes not ouly a zealous, but an honest defender of that winch has only
a few hundred years® practice to recommend it to-his notice. Ard hera
the great secret is disclosed, why ~a many pious men are so mu:h op-
posed to ench.other, and differ so-widely in their views of the seriptures.
In the language of another—* Because they belong to different scets,



THE CHRISTIAN, 3

aud they rather make the Bilile bow to thejr own system, reteived. by
tradition from their fathers, than make their system bow to the Bible;
or in othér words, each man, toa generally, views the Bible through the
mediam of his system,-and of course it will appear to him to favor ig
Just asif A, B, and C should each put on different coloured glassess
A puts on areen green spectacles 3 B, yellow ; and C, blue ;-each:'of
them loolks through his own glass at a piede of white paper; and each
concludes he is right, not remembering that hé has his spéctacles on.—
Thus to A, it appears green, to B, yellow, and to C, blues They begin
to argue on the subject, and it is impossible for any one of them to con-
vince the other that he is wrong—each one feels a conviction next to
absolute certainty that kis opinion is right. But D, whd has no specta-
cles on, and who is standing looking on, during the cuntest, very well
knows that they are @l wrong ; he sees the spectacles on'each man’s
nosey and easily accoumnis for the difference. - Thusoane professor, reads
the Bible with Joun Carvin on his nose, another with Joun WesLeY,
a third with Jorn G, and a fourth with good old Trozss Bosron
en his nose, or the good old Lights of Scotland. Thrice happy is the
man who lifts the Bible as if it had dropped from heéven into his hand
alone, and whose eyes are anointed with. the. trie eye salve.” -

‘We, therefore, shall endeavor to'maks The Christian an index, point-
mg to the Oracles of God. In proportion as wé beget in our readers a
confidence in, and attachment to the Word of Life, shall we gain our
desired end. For this we have labored, viva voce, for a short time, end
now we shall make use of all the honest meaus withiri our reach, to lay
before the comunity such facts as shall wean them from every thing
that has not the sanction of Heaven. If we are successful in inducing
any to exchange the paths of sin, and the ‘vays of men, for the high
road cast up for the ransomed of the Lord, we shall feel amply repaid
for our labours 'We expect opposition, and we shouldbe urworthy
advecates of the doctrine of the Lotd, did we not meet withit. We
trust not in our own strength, but in the truth which ouce upturned the
deep-rooted prejudices of Judaism, and mouldered to the dust the ten
thousand gods of Gemile superstition and idolairy. That fruth is the
same : similar effects would follow now, were men to receive and ad-
vocate the Gospel as they did in the primitive ages. when the Church
was in its purity. But we give place to the remarks of a cotempotary,
written on the same subject on a similar occasion :—

“TruE, the great innovator, brings to pass every thing. Gradual,
but unceasing, is its march. It never slumbers. It never pauses. It
gives maturity to every thing, . .

When we are taught to read the volume of nature, or rather the
great library of God, and have made some proficierey in the volume of
Revelation, we discover that there is a admirable analogy between the
volumes of Creation and Redemption. As is the progress of natural, so
has been the progress of supernatural light. First, there are the glina-
merings of dawn—then the twilight—then the risen day, and then the
adiance of noon. ~ So is not only the faith of the just, which-brightens
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mors and more until the perfect day; but also such aro the develop.
ments of the light of life. ’

Starlight and woonlight anes are no more. The Sun of Merey has
arisen.  But as in the natural, =0 in the motral world, there are clouds
and obscurations. There are interceptions of the hight of the sun.—
There are eclipses partial and total. In a total eclipse there is the
darkness of night. There have becn both partial and total eclipses of
the Sun of Mercy since his rising. Not-only have there been cloudy
and dark days, but actual darkness like that of night.

Had not = thick vapor arizen from the unfathomable abyss and hid
the Sun of Mercy and of Life frora human eyes, neither the beast por
the false prophet could have been born. Wild beasts go forth in the
hight, and in darkness commit their depredations. So the apocalyptic
“wild beast” was the creature of might and of darkness.

Vapors arise from the waters, and from the unfathomable ocean the
densest fogs arise, When we dream of troubles, we wade through deep
waters. Hence, the commotions and troubled agitations of communi-
ties, are symbolised by the waters of the great abyss. From these com-
motions of these deep waters arose the symbolic fog, the figurative va-
pours which overspread the heavens and hid the Sun of Righteousness
from the eyes of mortals. The volumes of traditions, the cabalistic dog-
mas, the eastern philosophy, the pagan speculations, combined and mo-
dified, intercepted entirely, or totally eclipsed the hght of the Moral Sun.
Nearly all the earth was overspread m this darkness. The middle of
this period has properly been called the dark ages.

Though the eclipse was total in Rome, it was not so every where.
Baut the fairest portions of the old world shared in it, and it was parual
almost every where, where it was not total.

Why was this so? is one question ; but, Was it so? 1s another—
Thot it was so needs no proof, because all agree in the belief of this
fact. We know some reasons which may yet be offered why 1t was so.
But now we only appeal to the fact that it was so. This darkness has
beew only partially dissipated.

The Bible was brought out of prison, and Luther bid it march. He
anade it speak in German, end thus obtained for it a respectful hearing.
It was soon loaded with immense burthens of traditions, drawn from the
cloisters and the cells where 1t had been so long incarcerated. Tt soon
became unable to travel with its usual speed, and then stopped the Re-
formation. They took the ponts off the arrows of truth, and blunted
the sword of the spirit, so that the enemies of the truth could not be
conquered.

About the commencement of the present century, finding that notes
and comments, that glosses and traditions were making the word of
God of little or no effect—1 say, the pious of several of the great pha-
lanxes of the rival christian interests did agree to unmanacle and un-
fetter the testimony of God, and send 1t forth without the bolsters and
the crutches furnished by the schools ; and this with the spirit of inqui-
ry which it created and fostered, has contributed much to break the
yoke of clerical oppression, which so Jong oppressed the people—1 say
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clerical oppression ; for this has been, and yet s, though much cir¢cam-
scribed, the worst of all sorts of oppression. The understandings, the
consciences, the feelings, the bodies and the estates of men have been
seized by this most relentless of tyrants. All who have demanded first
fruits and tithes ; all who have puralyzed the mind and forced the as:
sent, or secured the homage of the conscience, have not been tyrants.—
Neither have all they who rejected and reprobated this system, been
humane, courteous, aud merciful. There are exceptions even among
priests. If the clergy never could reform the system, the system always
could reform them. To repudiate the system, is to desecrate the priest,
and whosoever has profaned or made common the priests, hag been not
only unchurched, but unchristianized. Such have been the past fates
of those who ventured to depart from the consecrated way. But a new
order of things has, within the memory of the present generation, be-
gun. Many of the priests have hecome obedient to tlie faith, and the
natural, political, and religious rights of men have begun to be much
better understood. All these auguries are favorable to the hopes of the
expectants of the restoration of the ancient order of things. But noth-
ing has so much contributed to the hopes of the intelligent, and nothing
can more induce to the regeneration of the church, than the disentan-
glement of the Holy Oracles from the intricacies of the variant rules of
interpretation which the textuaries have fashioned into 2 system the
most repugnant to all we call reason, common sense, and analogy.

In the happiest state which we can ever expect on earth, we can only,
as individuals, enjoy as much of the favor of God as the most intelli-
gent and devout of the first converts ; and, as communities, we could
enjoy no more christian peace and joy than some of the first congrega-
tions after the first promulgation of the gospel. Greater temporal felicity
might be enjoyed, but the spiritual attainments of many of the congre-
gations cannot, in ‘the aggregate mass of religious communities, be
much, if at all, surpassed.

Place the whole of any community, or even the great mass of any
community, under imluences similar to those which governed them, and
what the most sanguine expect from the Millennium would in social and
religious enjoyments be realized. But there is no fixing bounds to the
maximum of social and refined bliss which would flow from the very
general or universal prevalence and triumphs of evangelical principles.
To see a whole nation bowing, with grateful and joyous homage to the
king eternal, immortal, and invisible, mingling all their affections in
their admiration and love of him who had obtained immortality for man,
would open a new fountain of enjoyments of whigh we have not yet
tasted. To see even a few scores of intelligent christians, in whom we
confide as fellow-soldiers and fellow-citizens, and joint heirs of the hea-
venly inheritance, meeting around one and the same Lord’s table, and
uniting in the praises and adorations of one and the same commex
Lord and Saviour, imparts to us a joy which we are unable 15 express.
What we should feel, or how we should fell, among myriads of such, is
not for us now to conjectyre. But of this in itz proper place.
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AlL I wish to remark on this occasion, is, that the first step towards
the introduction of this glorious age is to dissipate the darkness which
covers the people, and hides from their eyes the-Sun, the quickening, re-
newing, animating Sun of Merey.  We expeet no new Sun, no hew re-
velation of the Spirit, no other .han the same gospel and the same reli-
gion, only that it shall be disintered from the rabbish of the dark ages,
and made to assume its former simplicity, sublimity, and majesty. ‘Lhe
demons of party must be dispossessed, and the false spirits cast out—
The human miml must be emancipated from the bondage of error, and
information not only augmented, but extended to all the community.

Light is certainly incrensing—ocharity enlarging the circle of its acti-
vities—tlie mountains of discord diminishing, and the deep vallies which
separated christiaus, are filling up. But much i3 to be dune before alf
flesh shall enjoy the salvation of God. If all who love the Lord, and
the salvation of men, would unite their enecrgies, and bury the toma.
hawk of party conflicts, no seer could predic. how rapid would be the
march, and how extensive the triumphs of the gospel.

But the mighty agent, or rather the successful means, of this most
desirable revolution, will be the ancient gespel. There are many gos-
pels now preached. The gospels of the sects arc something different
from each other, and something different from the apostolic. There
can be, in truth, but one gospel ; but there may be many new madified
and perverted gospels ; some make their own God, and worship him ;
and all who create a new God invent a gospel to suit his character.—
Surely no man of common sense can imagine that the god of the Cal-
vinists and the god of the Arminians are the same god. He that fan-
cies that the god of the Trinitarians and the god of the Unitarians are
one and the same divinity, can easily believe in transubstantiation.

The wisdom and the power of God, when cembined, will be surely
adequate to accomplish the most extraordinary promises on record.
Now the placing of all nations under the dominion of his Son, under
the reign of favor, under the influence of all that is pure, amiable, and
heavenly, is promised ; and by what means so likely to be accomplish-
ed as by that instrument which is emphatically . alled the wisdom and
power of the Almighty ? That instrument is the old gospel preached
by the Aposiles. This is almighty, thmugh God to the pulling down
all the strong holds of infidelity and profanity, to the subversion of
Atheism, Deism, and Sectarianism. It proved its power upon the
rations once, and it begins to prove its power again. The sword of
the Spirit has been mufiled with the filthy rags of philosophy and mys-
ticism until it caunat cut through the revks of the aliens. But so
soon as this gospel is promulgated in its old simplicity and in its native
majesty, it will prove itself to be ¢f God, and as adequate as in days
of yore. It will pierce the Learts of the King’s enemies; and while st
slays their enmity, it will reconcile them to the authority and govern-
ment of the Prince of Peace.

In prosecuting one of the great objects of this paper, and, indeed,
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the lending object, tlus point will not be lost sight of. Qur modera
gospels, like the metaphysics of the schools, have been inoperative,
except to alienate men one from another, and to fill some with spiritual
pride, and to abase others under a morose humility. Here we see
them exulting in enthusaism, and there melancholy under a system of
doubts. Between these two classes there is the opinionative, the
speculative, the cold and stiff formalist,—exaet in the ceremonies, and
precise in all the forms of refigion, without the power. Some, from
2 bolder and more independant mind, and from a happier constituton-
al temperament, dared to be pious and to aspire after a higher enjoy-
ment of the spirit of religion. But the=» do not give character to the
age.

gOne ofthe two great Reformers attacked the practices, uud the other
the gpinions* of the earlier part of the <ixteenth century. 'The former
was by far the most useful and puissant reformer. FHe gave the dead-
liest blow to the Beast. The other, intent on making men think
right, only made converts from among the converted. ‘This has
always been the case. As Luther excelled Calvin, so did Wesley
excel the Erskines, They both began upon comrmunities called Pro-
testants, but degenerating Protestants, Wesley directed his encrgies
to the works of men, and the Esrkines to their -hetrodox opinions.
Wesley excelled his own more metaphysical brother, Fletcher.—
Fletcher was as far superior to Wesley as a reasoner and metaphy-
sician, as Calvin was to Luther. But, asa reformer, Wesley was us
far superior to Fletcher as Luther was to Calvin. The reason is 6bvi-
ous : the gospel called fora change of conduct—for obedience on new
principles. Tt presented great operative principles, Lut called for
immediate submission to new institutions. Luther’s plan was more-in
unison with this than Calvin’s; and Wesley’s more than Fletcher’s.
Hence more visible and more useful in their tetidencies. Pracfical
men always have been the most useful; and, therefore, practical
principles have been more beneficial to mankind than the wost in-
genious and refined speculations. Symmes might have amusingly
lectured a thousand years upon his visions and his fancies ; but Chris-
topher Columbus, in one voyage, added a new world to the old one.

The ancient gospel spoke by facts,and said little about principles of
action of any sort. The facts, when realized or believed, carried pyin-
ciples into the heart without nameing them ; and there was an object
presented which soon called them into action. It.was the true philoso-
phy, without the name, and made all the philosophy-of the world sub-
limated folly. It was ridiculous to hear Epicureans and Stoics rea-
soning against Paul. 'While they were talking about atoms of matter
and refined principles, about virtue and vice, Paul took hold of the
Resurrection of the Dead, and buried them in' their own dreams. He
preached Jesus and the Resurrection; he proclaimed reformation and
forgiveness of sins; and before ihey awoke out of their. reveries, he

*Each of them attacked both sentiment and practico ; but I mean one of them pai(i
chief regard to practice~the other, to correct views.
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had Dionysiug the Mayor of the City, the Lady Damaris, ahd other
notable characters, immersed into Jesus.

The ancient gospel Ipft no man in a reasomng mode about any
prineiple of action. It lef him iu no doubt abeut the quahyes or
attributes of faith. ¥t enlled for-the obedience of fasth ; and by mving
every man an opportunity of testing and showing his own funth by hus
works, it made no provision for caser of concience, no room for ph-
losophic douhting. But I do nothe.e edlogise 1, but only intend to say
that it is the only and all-sufficient means to destroy annchmnst, to heal
divisions, to unite christians, to convert the world, and to bless alt na-
tions ; and viewing it in this light, we shall find mach use for 1t n alt
that we shall attempt in this work.

In detecting the fabe gospels, notlung will aid so much as an exam-
wnation of their tendencies, and a-companson of their etfects with what
the Millennium proposes. The gospel of-no sect can convervthe world.
This is with us a.very plain propesiton ; and if 50, the sectarian gospels
are defective or redundant or mixed. Tou one of these general classes
belong most of thenr. * *

Many topies will. demand our attention in this work, as the preceding
prospectus indicates. Tlow we shall saendio these and manage them,
we can make no promise—time alonew.f shew. We only claun an
impartial and attentive hearing. We ashfor nothung~not a single cou-
cession upon trust.  What we cannoi evince and demonstrate, we hope
all will reject.  What we coforce with.authority and evidence, we hope
that the thoughtful and the devout, the rational and. the inquisitive, the
candid and the sincerr, will.espuuse and carry wmto pracuce. What
will not, what eannot, cunsole the unhappy, cheer the disconsolate con-
firm the weak, reform-the transgressor, puriy the ungodly, save the
world, and ennoble human character—we shall rejoice to see repudia-
ted."—ilillennial Harbinger. :

. — e

THOUGHTS ON WHAT HAS BEEN CALLED NATURAL
THEOLOGY.

BY WILLIAM KINKADE.

There is not one inch of rational ground between Christianity and
Athesim. Independeutly of tt+ Bible, or some supernatural revelation,
we could never ascertain the existence of God.

Many christians contend that, the existence of God may be learnt
from the warks of nature, but T believe they all confess that they ean-
not teach any correct knowledge of his attnibutes. Then I contend
that if natute can give no ¢ertain knowledge of his attributes, she can
gve uy no sssuranee of bis present existence, because if she cannot as-
sure us that he possesses the attribute of immortality, she cannot us-
sure us that he now lives. We never could ascertain from the works
of nature that God is immortal ; but on the contrary, rensoning from
effect to eause, and seeing all his works perishable, we should matral
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Iy be led to think that the authior would also die, because it is a maxim
in the laws ‘of nature, that like produces like ; and if God is like the
things.he has produced, he must be mortal ;' therefore, for any thing
that natute teaches to the contrary, he may have died long ago. \The
gregdt re%xi{éﬁ‘ty with which natiire seems to move, is no proof that its
author still lives ; he might have created the machine so perfect, that it
weuld run several thousand years without his interference. If a man
can make a clock, that will run eight days without bging wound up, its
running the éighth day is no proof that the man who made it is still
living. It is well known® that 2 ‘persop whe could not make a clock,
could keep one in operation fifty years aftetr the one that made it was
dead. Just 50, for all that nature can teach to the contrary, the Creator
may have died thousands of years since, and the system of nature may
now be”praceeding of its own aceord, or. else carried on by inferior
agents, that liave succeeded hini in the government of the universe.—
But even it we shoild admit that the regularity with which nature
movyes, is a proof of God’s presént, éxistence, it can be no proof that he
will congiiiue lg exist ; that my lungs move, and my blood, circulates to-
day, 1 no proof that they v(iﬁ to-fnorrow ; so we may say of God, for all
that naiure teaches to thé contiary, he may die to-morrow. If we rea-
soft from nature, his gveat age, instead of proving that he will never die,
would rather go to prove that he must sodn die; b,éséguge‘eyerx)iying
being that we see’ under the dominion of nature, sinks into death.un-
der the weight of time., =~ . N e
We cantiot téll by ikie study of paturé, how Tong the world hds stood ;
if ratare éannot tell us when she was made, how can she inform us who
made her7” Although we c’:a}ﬁié't; tell’ precisely the age of a machine
by looking at it, We canr tell syhether it isnew or old, but we never can
by looking at it, find out who madeit. & . |, - . AR
hé study of nature does not, nor carmot teach us, that God is un-
changeablé ; buf on thé contrary, reasoning from effeét . to cduse, and
: . IR At N Yo, . L
secing all his works mutable, we are more paturally led to think, that hie
hiniself is alsu subject 1o change.’ . If the works of nature ¢anot assure
us that God possesses the attribute, of jmuutability, we canhot. by nd-
ture b Sure that he exists ; because every muitable beitig mdy die, or be
cssontially chnged, ©
It we shiould, adinit hat pur crogsor exisis, and that 1id is visé ond
wmerciful, still, if'we Have no assurance that he is n‘nmutai’gle, thete can
be ng certainty that he will exist ip future, qr that if he ‘should, he will
ther be wide and mercHul i - L i e e e
That nian, without rerelation, could form no ¢orregt idéas of fhie Di-
vine attributes, is clearly proved by the heathen. Although they had
some knowledge of God, by tradition frop thejr ancestors, yel being
destitute of the scriptures, they could form no very correct ideas of his
attributes ; hence they always have, and sti] do, ascribe to their gods,
the most malignant passions, and abo ingble conduct. As it Is cer-
tain that we cannot, by nature, obtain any cértain knowledge of God’s
attributes, so it is equally certain that we cinnot prove from nature that
he now exists.
[y

;-



10 THE CHRISTIAN.

Romans, i. 20, has been quoted to prove that a knowledge of God
may be derived from the works of creation. * For the invisible things
of him from the creation of the world, are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are made, even his eternal power dnd ‘Godhead.”
It is hardly probable that Paul intended to hold out the idea, that the peo-
ple of whom he then spake, had received their first knowledge of God
{rom the works of nature, because he must hiave known that they're-
ceived it from their parents ; of course he only inténded to hold out the
idea, that to people, who knew that God made the world, creation is a
great display of his eternal power and Godhead. 1If they got their first
ideas of God by viewing creation, they could not have lost these ideas
while they kept it in view. If all my knowledge of an artist is derived
from viewing his works, I cannot lose ifiat knowledge while I continue
to behold those works. If the knowledge of God flows from the works
of nature, as a stream from a fountain, the stream cardiot.dry up while
the fountain continues the sanre.  But the Apostle infornis us that those
people did lose the knowledge of God 4 that they became vaiit in'their
imaginations, and that their foolish hearts were darkened, and that as
they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, He pave them over
to & reprobate mind. 'The following text shows that Paul did siot think
that men, by the wisdom of this world, could know God. < For after
that in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it
pleased God, by the foolishness of preaching to save them thatbeli¢ve.”
1 Cor. 1. 21. Although it is selfievidént thiat there caxt be but one su-
preme being, yet to me, if I was unaided by scripture, it ivould appear
just as reasonable to suppose there are a thousand millions of Gods, as
that there is but one.~—Those nations that are' the farthest removed from
the light of revelation, are the most apt to worship & my’ iplicity of Gods.
Reasoning from effect to cause, they conclude that the same being can-
not be the author of so many things opposite in ‘their nature to each
other; hence they asecribe to each of the different elements, species of
animals, vegetables, &c. a different God. o

If the book of nature could teach the knowledee of God correctly,
then all the heathen, drawing their knowledge from the same source,
would think of him alike, and would all believe in but one God. But
we find they are all polytheists, and differ widely relative to the num-
ber, and attributes of their Gods. This diversity has, no doubt, ob-
tained among them, by the corraption of knowledie hinded dowa from
thejr ancestors. ' : R ! '

We have no account that any nation having lost the knowledge of
the true God, ever recovered it without the aid of revelation ; therefore
there is no evidence that nature has ever taught her childreh the know-
ledge of God.

By the powers of nature we can think of nothing bat what hasbeen
submitted to“one or more of our external senses. It is true we may
form in our minds an image, the precise archetype of which we have
never seen ; we may suppose an gnimal with the head of man, the wings
of a fowl, the body of = fish, and the fect of a beast ;5 but although we
have never seen such a creature, we have seen these of which it is com-
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pounded. But it is as impossible for us, by our natural powers, to con-
ceive an idea independently of our bodily senses, as it is to create a
principle in mathematics. I therefore conclude, that if we had not
heard of, nor seen God, we never could have formed an idea of his ex-
istence. ‘This is in accordance with the opinion of Paul. He says,
“ Faith cbmeth by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”—Rom.
x. 17. Nature has not a spark of spiritual light in her, nor did she ever
tell any person that there is a God.

1 have never talked with a person who would testify that his first
ideas of God were formed from the study of nature; but on the contra-
ry I have uniformly found that mankind, whether savage or civilized,
receive their fitst ideas of the Deity fYom their ancestors. If a man in
possession of all the senses of mature age, who had never seen or heard
of a creature like himself, should, in five minutes after he got his exis-
tence, sec’ a water-mill, he would be as unable to account for it, as he
would for the stream that propelled it ; but after he would get acquain-
ted with men, and learn from them that a certain man made the mill,
that information would enable him to discover in the machine the skill
of the artist. Just so, after we are informed by revelation that there is
a God, and that he made the worlds, that information givers the works of
nature a voice to display to us the wisdom of the creator ; and every
trace of intelligence we discover in the mechanism of nature, is a
corroborating proof of his wisdom. If a man, who bad never seen
or heaid of & book, should find the history of the Arabs, containing
the Alcoran, written in Arabic, it would not informx him that there was
such @ man as Mahomet, or that there is such a nation as the Arabs.—
And if he should keep it his life time, and never meet with a person
who had seen any other book except it, and never come in contact
with a person who had seen or heard of Mahomet, or of the Arabs, and
should hever see or hear theth himself, he would die, not only withbut
the knowledge of their religion and laws, but also without the knowledge
of their existence. So we may have the volume of nature before us till
we die, and unless the author should reveal himself to us directly, or
through prophets, it could never teach us his existence, much less his
attributes and laws., If the man, who found this book, should meet
with an Arabian who would teach him to read Arabic perfectiy, then
that knowledge would enable him to learn from the book, the existence,
religion, laws, and customs of those people. Just so, after Ged had re-
vcaled himself to us by the prophets, and informed us that he made all
things ; then through that inforipation, * The heavens declare the glory
of God, and the firmament showeth his handy-work.”

It is true that the heathen, without the written world, have some ideas
of God, but no doubt all their correct ideas of him are either traditions
handed down from their father Noah, who was a prophet, and a preacher
of rightecusness, or clse hiforimation receivéd from Jews or Christrans.

I will now jllustrate the subject by a simple comparison. Suppose 1
should find a machine of the most complicated and exquisite workman-
ship, made by a man whom I had never seen, nor heard, nor thought
of 5 surely, that machine conld never inform me what particular man
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made it. It might have been made by a Spaniard of a certain age, size,
and complexion, living in a cottage in old Spain, but the machine could
never inform me that such a Spaniard exists ; it could give me no more
informanon of him, ﬂ;an could & machipe he never saw;becmgsc 1
would not know that a Spanjard made it ; and if I were as ignorant of
all hyman beipgs as I em of bim, the machine could not teach xnc,th?t
any humans exist. £ X should vieyw the gaid machine ten years, it would
not suggest to me the idea that any Hottgntof is a good mechanic, byt
if it was proved to me that 2 Hottentot, kmaﬁ(e it,then through that tesfi-
mony I could discover iun, the warkmanship evidence to convince me,
that there is at least one shilful Hotteptot. ~ Just go I think of the ma-
terigl universe ; it hag no fongue to inform yis of its Greator ; hut after
we arg informed that there is a God, and that he made the worlds, that
revclation gives thexp a voice to displpy tg us his wisdom and power.

Although there is nothing in the Bibﬁz contrary, to reasop, yet its
truths never could haye been discoyered by reasen, because men can-
not reason without something to reason oy ; the best mechanic canpot
construct & machine w,i;)ll,out materials ; the inpd man, who never saw,
cannot reason op coleyrs, nor can the deja,f an, who never heard, rea-
son on sounds. Justso J think of these sv%l?, never heard of God by
revelation, they could reason nothing about fom.

The reasop why na ure cannot impart to yg the knowledge of God
is, becnuse she does nqt, possess it herself. ,Neither the earth, the
water, nor the air, know God ; they know nothing, How then can
they communicate to us the most suzlime of all kpawledge { To sy
that a monkey can teach astronomy, would be legs absurd fhan to say,
that dead matter can teach the knowledge of God, becaysg a monkey
evinces more signs of ingellizence than do rocks and trees.., -

- But it will he asked 1f we may, not receive the ‘(nowledge God by
internal illumpination, independently of the bodily sepses. | To this ¥
answer yes; bat at the,same time it should ﬁ)e yememybered, that krow-
ledge thus received, i3 not acquired gy contemplating the works of na-
ture, itis a dix_'cct revc)z‘xti‘on, given by an act of God.

If I should find in a ship twent different kinds of plants, and twen-
ty different machines, all very unlike any thing I ever saw beforo, it
wounld not teach me that this carth is g hollow sphere, inbabited in the
wterior by human beings, But if the ships erew would inform me
that these are facts, that they had been in that country, conyersed with
the inhabitants, and brought out of it those plants and machines as spe-
cimens of its grow th and manufactures 3 then that information woyld
not only teach me the existence of such a place, but it would qnable
me to, form, by examining the plants and machinery, some idea of its
soill and inhabitants. Just so, the works of nature could not teach me
the being of God, nor a future existence beyond this life, but when the
prophets taught me these things, that information enabled me to learn
by the study of nature, something of his wisdom and power,

If we knew that God and the Devil both exist, that the one is the
best, amd the other the worst being in the universe, but at the same time
we had never boen informed which of the two is the greater, nox which
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of them made the world, we never could by the study of nature, deter-
mine either of these difficultics. It is well known that may of the an-
cient pbilosophers, and also the Manichees, a numercus sect of ancient
christians, believed that the bad spirit was self-eXistent, aud that he gf‘e@-
ted all the matter in the unpiverse. If nature cou'fgl,not inform us which
of the two made the world, how cauld she teach us that either of them
didit? Or, what is still h{a,rder, how could she teach us the being 'a{xd
attributes of a person, that 'h;}gl never been presented to any of our ex-
ternal senses in any respect whatever?’ L ,

As by the help of glasses the ‘naturalist‘discovﬁ{s things tog distant,
or too minute for the naked cye, so by revelatipn, tf;"%eliever Is ena-
bled to obtain knowledge too high, ap tpo abstruse 'Q%r reason, unaid-
ed by revelation, to haye yeached. But'as these glasses show nothing
in contradiction to our sight, so the tiie,'séﬁgturqs reveal pothing in op-
position to regson. e Lo ' .

Independent of revelation, it is altogether gs reasongble to suppose
that the sun, moon, and starg aré self-existent, as that God is.

If the fact that the solar system exists, is a proof that there must have
been a God,-who made it, then the fact 'tb'a.ﬁ,God exists,.is a_proof that
there must have been a God, who made him, ', X{ the great state of per-
fection and order, in wbi’qfx natyre exists, 18 8, Proo that there must have
been a God, who made it, the greater state of perfeétion in whicll God
cuists must prove mere firmly that he had 4 Creator. | ’

Without the christian scriptures, we never ¢ould ceftain that God
is holy, because there is Tlothing in the empire, of ‘nature that pr{n;es
him to be just or merciful. | . L ' ‘

If the fact that he gives hife and pleasure to multitpdes, is brouglit as
a proof of his gogdbess, thep the fact that he afilicts the same number
with misery and deaﬂl,’p}%b@ ukquﬁ‘?’:i-‘}‘ equal force to prove that he
is malignant. T :

If God made this world and all its inﬁu’ubitant{s, redson would say he
claiins them as his own, and exercises & p,art‘féi_ilgxg g‘n;'gvﬁdencé over them:
hut from every thing that ¢can be learnt fnﬂépjgnder’;tﬁy of the Bible, his
providence appears to be more. in favor of vice than of virtue. 'He has
permitted more vicious men to rule over mankind than he has virtuous
ones. ¥le has generally given the wicked more wealth, case, and earth-

ot
'''''

ly pleasure, than he has, the righteous. 'Although the Virtuous part of
mankind have neveg cgm\emplated injury to the rest, but have always
sought to do them good, gtill God has, i every age, permitted them
10 be oppressed, tortured, o otherwise imposed on by the wicked, T
'The nations destitute of the Bible, have mostly refrarded’ the, ruling
deities, as the most'vicxou;beings in the universe: and if wé haci' ng,
idea of rewards and punishments beyond the grave,.and should sup-
pose that God orders and controls all that happens in this world, we
would probably be led to.the same conclusion, because it is evident, that
if he orders all the vicious actions of @/l 7uen, he must be more yicigus
than any one man. 'Fosuppose that he does not order, but barély pei-
mits, the wickedness of mankind would scarcely reflect on him a more
amiable charaster, because it would at lgast madke him accessary to all
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the wickedness i the world. Such a supposition would not only hold
otut the idca that he refuses to exert his power to suppress vice, or protect
virtue, but it would aldo fepresent him as a being who supports the wick-
ed, while thy are oppréssing and torturing the righteols.

If God exists, but takes no care of, nor exercise$ any providence over

mankind, in any réspect whatever, then he is exactly as good to us as
no ‘God, because we could do just as well without hith as with him.—
ON the other harid, if he exists, and governs this world just as it is go-
verned, without any, respect to future rgwards 'and punishment, he
niust be worse than none, because he has genérally been more favora-
ble to the Wicked (in"this worlg) than to tlie rightcots, and is himself
the avtlior of all the misery in the world. " Surefj' a'cruel tykant is worse
thati no ruler. Natire cannot teach us a fiiture’ existénce, and it is
plain that if our existence is limited to the''present life, the virtuous
must be more unhappy than the wicked, because althpugh the suffering
christian in the depths of poverty, frequently kifis more happinessthan
is felt by panipered vice in the midst of affluence ; yet that happiness is
dérived from {iﬁe'f;gﬁc of enjoyments in the next life, and of couise
if that prospect Were cut off, the comforts flowing from it would cease.
A conviction of this truth, no doubt, made Payl say: « If in this life
on}yj we haye hope in C,in!ist, we are of all ingn most miserable.”—1 Cor.
xv. 19. ' . L ¢ '
Before the light of revelatidtt 'alf these difficulties dlisappear. The
Bible informs ugthat ‘all wvicked actions originate in the persons who
perpetrate them, and aré the abuse of libérty, the choicest gift of hea-
ven; and that in the next life God will reward the Tighteous with end-
less happiness, and inflict on the wicked evérladtiig punishment accord-
ibg to theit erimes. .And that inestimable book dots not only hold out
to thie worst of sinners an offer of pardon aifd eterndl happiness on no
harder conditions, than just tg forsake their evil practices and lead a
virtuous life, but it’also inforris us all, that, if we will ask of God, he
will give us his spirit to cha'hg‘g’ ‘our Tearts, diféct us in the way of life,
and enable us to Surmount every difficulty in our road to heaven.

' The advocates of natural theology, in trying to prove the existence
of God from the works of nature, genérhlly proceed : the assumption
that the world must haye been créated, dhd thénte conclude that it must
have liad a créator ; thus, instead of ’proﬁfng' théy assume the very point
in controversy, and then argue'from it as ¢H 1t Wvere an admitted or
selt'evidgnt fact, If in trying to prove timt‘\the arth is ot selftexis-
tent, they ivould proceed on the assumption, thdt there is a God who
created all thayls, and thehce conclude, that of course this world must
hiwve been created, the argument wonld be just as conclusive in the one
case as in, the other. 'In the former case the disputant says, k Phe
world was 'g:;egztpd, therefore .tl_’xvfgg must have ben 2, God. In the lat-
tef case, he says, “ Therg wiis a Giod, therefore the wotld must have been

3 . - > N N 3 i . c
created.” Ttis egsy to see ih,at the exxstepce} ot s tvorld is no proof
that theréis a God ; and it is equally easy to see that the existence of a
God isno proofthat this warld was created, and if we should cven ad-
mit that \his world was created, still it would remain to be proved that
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God 1 cated it, because, for any thing that nature teaches to the con-
urary, it might have been created by some other being.

Suppose T should assert that this edrth is a hollow sphere, thickly
inhabited by people on the inside, and some person would say to me,
« How do you know that this earth is hollow 27 T would answer, be
cause many people live in the interior world, and therefore it must be
hollow. Ile would then ask me, how I knew that people live in this
supposed concave ; I would answer, because the earth is a hollow
sphere, and therefore must be inhabited ¢cn both sides : surely no man
in his senses would say I had proved my assertions to be true ; and
yet it would be just as good a proof that Symmes’ theory is correct, as
the advocates of natural theology have to prove the cxistence of a Gad.
The two very points that are accused at the bar of reason with being
false, are admitted by these arguers to prove each other true. If the
Court would admit two men who stood indicted for pérjury to prove
each other clear, it would not act more inconsistently. o

If an Indian, who had never seen nor heard of a book, should find
Ferguson’s astronomy, with a complete set ofmathematical instruments,
they could not inform him that such a man as Ferguson had lived,
much less could they teach him the science of astronomy. Just so with
blind nature, she cannot teach us the existence of God. Much legs his
attributes and laws ; but as-the baok and instruments might be iseful
in the hands of a living teacher to instruet the savage; so nature by
the means of revelation, may be useful to impress on our minds some
important lessons, relative to the wisdom and power of the Deity.

i

.[FROM. THE CHRIETIAN BAPTIST.]. -

ok * .
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ESSAYS ON MAN IN HIS PRIMITIVE STATE, AND UNDER THE Pa-
TRIARGHAL, J‘EW!SH; &’\'1{ ZCHR!S.”NAN DISPENSATIONS~—NO, i

it ——— i

PRIMITIVE STATE.~—NO. I.

“ The proper study of mmxg;ngixs man.”

1

“ Know thyself,”” was the wisest maxim of the wisest philosopher of
the wisest pagan nation of antiguity. * Know thyself” is inculeated
Ly all the prophets dnd apostles ofall'the &ges 6f revelation. And,while
the wisest mati of the wisest nation if theology taught a$ his first maxim,
that ¢ the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ; and while the
Saviour of the world tiught, that * it is eternal life to know the only
true God, and his Son Jesus Christ whom he commissioned,” both
concur in inculeating the excellence, and in teaching the utility and
importance of self knowledge. Our or¢gin necessarily engrosses the
first chapter of self knowledge ; and here the Bible begins. 'This vo-
lume replete with all wisdom and knowledge requisite to the Liappiness
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of man during every period of his existence, in time and to eternity,
wisely and hindly opeus with'the history of man’s creation, and closes
with his etbinal desting. To'it e ‘iirte indebted for every correet idea,
for évery just sentiment on this subjeét in all the volumes and in all the
intellects on ¢arth. Destray it aud all that has been deduced, borrowed,
or stolen from it, and mian is ot only a savage in disposition, but as
rude and ignordnt of his ofigin as the beasts that perish.—This is an
assertion made with full knowledge of all that is claimed by scepties,
and alledged by unbelievers, from the days of Celsus down to the cra
of Mental Indépendince. And the day is not far distant in which we
trust this will bé universally admitted. ‘

Considering the Bible, therefore, as the only oracle on this subject 3
viewing it ad containing‘lhé' whole suin total of all that mortal man can
know of lilx'origin, we ‘shall only heat'fid attend to its reppesentations
of the origini of man. And fitst'we shall aftend to his creation ;—After
God Almighty had formed the leavéns and the earth, and fitted the
lntic - for +he abode cf that créatute for whoin it was made, he proceeded
with singular uelibération to create this roost august of all the creatures
of hid vast empire. "Whén suiis were to be lighted, and all the hosts of
the heavens and the eairth marshalled; he was pleased, without a pre-
amblg or a pleface, to tommand thtm ihto being ; but when man, the
sovereign of this globe, was to be faghiohed, he patises, and retires within
hittnself for 2 model, and'makes Wis own ithage the grand archetype of
man. He builds his body from' the eleménts of the earth. He gives
him a soul or animal life ih corninon with 41l the animals eréated ; but
he infuses into him from himself directly, without any intervention, a
spirit, a pure intellectual principle. So that man stands erect, one
being posessing body, soul, and spirit. His body was as earthly as
that of auy other creature, ouly of more delicate and exqguisite organiza-
ion. His sou] or animal life, which gives him all the passions, was like
theirs, save that it was nof the govérning principle ; but at the head of
all, and above all, his inteliéct or Spirit was enthironed, which placed
Inm incomparibly above every other inhabitant of the earth. Thus
Adam stood a triune being, having 2 bedy,.a soul, and a spirit, each of
them perfect in every respect, and perfectly united and subordinated in
one sublime constitution ; the spirit enthroned in the head and as the
head ; the soul resident inthe heart, and’not only animating but ener-
gizing the whole body:in perfact obsequiousness to the intellectual
départment. C enad e

7 the way, we may ohserve, that the Jews, the Greoks, the Romans,
as well as the English, have had three terms which they used as dis-
tinctly expressive of these three. These are the body, soul and spirit,
ofthe English; the corpus dnima, and animus, of the Latins ; the sona,
psuche, and nous, of the éreeks; and the ncrep, nepesk, and ruth, of
tho Hebrews. These in each language are vepresentatives of each
other, and the most of the moderq languages have the same distinet-
riess of phraseology in marking each of the constituents of man. The
body i$'the organic mass, animated and pervaded by the soul or ani-
mal life, which, as the seriptures say, is in the blood : and the spirit
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ia that pure intellectual prieiple which acts immediately upon the soul
and mediately upon the body. 'We know that in popular use, the terms
soul and spirit are generally used as synonymous, and have been so in
the practice of all languages ; but wuen we wish to speak with the
greatest perspicuity or emphasis, we distinguish these from one another.
Thus Paul piays tor the Thessalonians, that God would sanctify them
whelly, their dody, soul, and spirit. 'The body and soul, in common
usage, denote the whole man ; but when we speak philosophically, we
say, body, soul, and spirit. Each of these has its respective attributes
and powers. The spirit has the faculties we call the powers of under-
standing ; the soul has its passions and affections ; the body has its
organs and their functions. In man reason and all intelligence belong
to the spirit, together with volition in its primary character. All the
passions and affections belong to the soul, and are indentitied with ani-
mal life ; all the appetites and propensities strictly belong to the body.
But so united are these constituents of man, that what one does the
others do likewise. So that while we define thus, we know that in all
the acts of the man there is such a combin tion of energies, that the
whole spirit, soul and body, move in perfect concert in all those acts
which are properly called human. A hiut or two of this sort, without
an elaborate disquisition, illustration, or proof, we suppose necessary to
a correct view of man ; but to enter largely into this matter, wowld re-
quire a volume itself, and would not, perhaps, repay for either the trou-
ble of writing or reading it.

The government belonged to the spirit ; its ministers were the pas-
sions, and the v iole body moved in subordination to these. So inti-
mate were the soul and spirit in all their acts and movements, that they
became perfectly identified with each other, and the one term became
the representative of both—as one family name represents both husband
and wife. But while contemplating man in his first state, we must
call in all the helps we have to conceive of him in accordance with his
primitive dignity. As a perfect being, then, his reason, his passions,
and his appetites existed in the most regular and harmonious connexion
with each other. Their natural and necessary dependence was duly
felt and acknowledged ; and their subordination was founded in perfect
reason.

Capable of deriving pleasure from a thousand sources in the material
system by means of his senses, he was also qualified to enjoy the most
intimate relation and acquaintance with the spiritual system by means
of his intellectual faculties. Thus the pleasures and enjoyments « f two
worlds were made accessible to man in the state in which he was created.

Being thus constituted capable of enjoyments so numerous and mul-
tiform, he was the most perfect creature in the universe, as far as hu-
man knowledge extends. He was the last,and if we may judge by the
regular gradation of all the works uof creation, as narrated by Moses,
he was the best work of God. But as he was endued not only with the
powers of acquiring and accumulating enjoyment from two worlds, but
with the faculties for comsmunicating it, he was in his very nature social,
and required co-ordinate beings for the gratification of his powers of

3
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commumication.  Henee from hanself’ God ereated a co-ardinate hemg
of the ~ame endowments, but of sull more delicate orgamzation.

Kindred society became the consmnmation of huinan bhiss, because
necessary to fill up all man’s capacities for enjoyment. A male and a
female, possessed of one common nature, mutually dependent on each
other for all the lugher enjoyments of that natare ; in their creation
inseparably allied to each other; and in all their wants, desires, and
enjoyments, reciproce’ finish the pieture of primitive bliss in man’s
oniginal state.  Thus s man created and circumstanced ; and after
the intelhgent, gure, = & happy pair were introduced to each other,
God, thew Creator, indacted them by his own hand into the garden of
delights, which for them, he had previously forined and beautified with
all the exquusite charis which the combined influences of virgin heaven
and earth were capable of producing. Then ¢ the morning stars sang
tagether, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” And here we shall
leave them for the present.

PR ——

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,
NO. L

IKinvepoys rise and fall.  Man has his infancy, youth, and manhood.
Kingdoms also have their various stages of existence. Man 1s first
anembryo. The kingdom of heaven was a long tune inthe same state.

“ My, kingdom 1s not of this world,” said the Saviour. It has no
connection with worldly greatness and grandeur. Without its aid, 1t
arose and progressed. In opposition to its machinations, it has, and will
triumph, until its dominions are extended from “ sea to sea, and from
the rivers to the ends of the earth.”

The Harbinger of the Messiah, (John (he Baptist ;) the Saviour ; the
Twelve, and the Seventy, travelled through the length and breadth of the
laud of Cauaan, proclammg—*"The Kingdom of Ileavenisat hand.”

It shall then, be our present object, to ascertain when it began ; the
place ; its laws ; its subjects, and its discipline.  YWe are aware that our
time would not be well spent in exhorting men to become citizens of a
kingdom, until we are able to make them acquaintcd with its history ;
or, at least, show them when aund where it begun ; ond the manner of
enjoying the benefits flowing from connection therewith.

This Kimgdom is typicully called a ¢« Mountan,” *“ the Lord’s House,”
“ Chureh,” &e. It eaisted only in prospect in the days of Isaiab,
(Chap. ii. 2,3.) * And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established n the top of the
imountains, and shall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall
flow untoit. And many people shall go and say, come ye, and let us
2o up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob:
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths, for out of
Zyon shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”
See also Micah, iv. 2. No doubt can remain m the mind of the Bibli-
cal student, that the above predictions, penned seven or eight huadred
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vears beture Me<aialis hirth, have direet reference to the Kingdom of
Heaven—the christion institution.  But should any lack faith on this
point, let them open the prophecy of Daniel, and read the second chap-
ter.  Hear this holy man of God making known to the proud King of
Babylou the progress and destiny of his own kingdom 5 the rise and
iall of several subsequent nations, which, in their time, rose te control
the destinies of millions.  Hear him particularly delineate that ¢ fourth
kingdom,” thnt “iron,”” dynasty ; then place your eye atteniively on the
44th verse. and hear him say, ¢ And in the days of these kings, (of this
fourth kingdom), shall the God of Heaven set up a kingdom, which
shall never be destroyed ¢ and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand forever I 1cre you perceive, that which Esaiah calls
¢ the mountain of the Lord’s house,” Daniel calls a kingdom. He also
places it in the future :—*¢ shall the God of Heaven set up.” Thus we
learn that “ mountain,” “Lord’s house,” and ¢ kingdom,” are used to
denote one and the same institution.  But what particular institution ?
Hear the Apostle of the Gentiles, (1 Tim. i 15,)— The house of the
God, whick is the €nurcu of the Living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth.”  This fact, then, is proven, viz.: That the House of the
Lord and mountain, spoken of by Isaiah and Micah ; the kingdom of
Daniel ; that which was the burthen of the preaching of the Baptist, the
Saviour, and the Avostles ; and the Church of the Living God, by Paul,
all have reference to one institution—The Church of the Lord Jesus
Christ—The kingdom of heaven.

Already the fact is established that this kingdom did not exist in the
days of Isaiah or Daniel, for they both speak of' it as yvet to be establish-
ed.  The latter places its commencement after the rise and fall of three
kingdoms, (and these future,) and during the administration of the
fourth ; which would lead us naturally to conclude that it would be
several ages subsequent to his time. e wrote about six hundred years
before Messiah’s advent. This kingdom was not set up during the
ministry of John the Baptist 5 for he preached, *the kingdom of hea-
ven is at hand.™  Neither did the Lingdom come during the personal
ministry of the Lord Jesus ! If the kingdom was set up during lis so-
Journ in the flesh, why send out the Twelve and the Seventy to pro-
claim it, *“ at hand?”> The year in which he was crucified, in fact,
when he was about making preparation to go up to Jerusalem, to eat
the last passover, he said to Peter, “ I will give (yet future) unto the
keys of the kingdom of heaven.”—Matt. xvi. 13, Here we see that the
keys (secrets) of the kingdom had not yetf been commiitted to man. By
tl}e way, we would ask, how can a kingdom be established until its mi-
nisters become acquainted with its laws ?

The Jewish dispensation was in existence until the death of the Sa-
viour 5 and the Lord has never yet had two dispensations in existence
at the same time.  QOuyr Lord recognised the authority of Moses; he
came to tulfil the law.” Jle submntted to circumsion—he ate the
passover—he sent the cleansed leper to the priest in acecordance with
the law of Moses—he ealled the Jewizh Temple his father’s house, when
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he drove out the money changers—he told the Jews, a short time before
his sufferings, that the kingdom should be taken from them, and gtven
to a nauon bringing forth the fruits thereof—he paid the tax, the temple
tribute—he commanded the diseiples to obey the Scribes aud Phansees
who sat in Moses’ seat—when going away, he sawd it was to recerve a
hingdom—at the last supper he sad, * 1 will not drink of the fruit of
the vine until the kingdom of God shall come.” Paul also informs us,
(Rom. xv.) that Jesus was a * miwmster of the circumeision.””  Here,
then, is a sufficient amount of testimony to convince every unprejudi-
ced mind, that the kingdom under Moses was in existence dunng the
Lord’s sojourn on carth, and that, therefore, the christian kingdom had
not yet been set up.  But if additional proof'is called for, hear the Sa-
viour on the cross, exclaiming with his dying breath, « it is finished !I”
T'ypes and shadows terminate. When? ¢ He took them out of the
way,” says Paul, * nailing them to the cross.”—Col. ii.

After his resurrection the disciples enquire, * Lord, wilt thou at this
tmie restore the kinedom to Israel 1 His answer was, ‘it is not for
you to know the tir. .s and the seasons.”—¢ Ye shall receive power
after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you,” &ec. evidently showing
that th kingdom had not yet cowe, and that the Aposties yet supposed
that + ¢ Lord’s errand on earth was to establish a temporal kingdom.

A ain: Paul writing on this subject, testifies distinctly, (Heb. 1x. 16,
17,) that, *“ Where a testament is, there must of necessity be the death
of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: other-
wise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.” This is a de-
cisive argument on the above point. Paul here announces, in language
not to be misunderstood, that a tcstament or will does not become a law
until afier the death of the instituted sacrifice. 'Who now can have a
remaining doubt on this question 1  Not those, surely, who receive the
New Testament as the word of God !

But again: Thosc truths which were to spread blight and destruction
over Judaism, and the idolatries of Gentilism,—that truth on which the
kingdom was to be built, was not, and could not be developed until it
existed : and what was that? No less than that Jesus the Nazarine was
the Messiah the Son of the Living God! The great argument of the
Apostles to prove this proposition, was, the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus. Hence Paul says—Iie was declared to be the Son of God with
power by the resurrection from the dead.—Rom. 1. In a word, the gos-
pel which spread its benign influences over the nations of the earth du-
ring the days of the Apostles, was the good tidiugs relative to the life,
death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord. 'This, Paul calls * the
Gospel.”—1 Cor. xv. Could these truths have been proclaimed as facts
until after they existed ?  Oue reason why we are so particular on the
above subject is, that it lays the foundation for a perfect understanding
of the nature of the kingdom of the Lord, and prepares every one who
hebeves to discern the “reign of Heaven.””  YFrom the whole premises
and arguments before us, we may venture to assert, without the fear of
successtul contradiction, that the kingdom of the Lord was not set up
until aftcr the resurrecuion of the Messiah.
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When, then, was it established ! To ithis question we shall now
attend. Isaiah and Micah predicted that it should be in the ¢« Jast days."”
Joel says, that in the *“Jlast days™ God shall pour out of his Rpirit.—
This Ianguage is used by Peter, as applicable to the day of Pentecost—
the first outpouring of the miraculous powers of the Holy Spirit since
the prediction.  Fix, then, your attention on Acts, chap. ii. and hear
Luke narrate the memorsble events of that long predicted day. The
Apostles were all assembled in Jerusalem, waiting for the promise of the
Father. The Holy Spirit came into the house like a rushing, mighiy
wind—cloven (parted) tongues like fire sat upon each of them. Thus
filled with the Spirit, they spoke in all languages as he gave them utter-
ance. DMultitudes were at this time assembled in Jerusalem, from every
nation under heaven, to celebrate the feast of Peuntecost. Here we may
agaiu remark, by the way, a happy coincidence between the first and
last Pentecost ! Number fifty days from the eating of the Pascal Lamb
in Egypt, and you find the children of Israel at the base of Mount Sinai
listening to the law of the Lord from amidst the thunderings and light-
nings ; the earth quaking and the people trembling. 'This was the first
Pentecost, on whick the Mosaic dispensation began. The last is now
under consideration. Jesus, the great antitype of the Pascal Lamb,
has been slain. Fifty days have fled. Myriads of Jews and proselytes
to Judaism, from all parts of the world, have assembled in Jerusalem to
keep the feast. 'The mighty rushing wind is heard ; thousands rush to
the spot ; but, instead of the thunderings of Sinai, as on the former oc-
casion, they hear announced the glorious tidings of the resurrection of
Jesus. The cloven tongues of lambent flame point out the fishermen
of Galilee, as the recipients of the miraculous power of the spirit of God.
“ Are not all these that speak Galileans 1"’ trembled on every tongue.
* How hear we every man, in our own language in which we were born, °
proclaim the wonderful works of God 1"’ respond the multitude.

Peter, having the keys of the kingdom of heaven, arose with the
Eleven. e explains the miracle : That which the; saw and heard
was a fulfilment of the prediction of their own prophet Joel. He then
proceeds to prove that Jesus of Nazareth, whom they had crucified, was
not ouly avisen from the dead, but was then seated on the throne of the
universe. He calls on David, Israel’s sweef singer, as a witness that his
soul was not to be left in hell, (Gr. IZades), nor his flesh to see corrup-
tion ; applying this to the resurrection. Thus from their own scrip-
tures, he argues the question before them ; declaring the Apostles his wit-
nesscs, he logically concludes the argument thus : ¢ Therefore let all the
house of Israel know assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus
whom you have crucified both Lord and Christ.”

The mountain of the Lord’s House was to be established in the ¢ Jast
days.”” In the * last days” (of the Jewish dispensation) the Spirit was
to be poured out. On this memorable day these predictions were veri-
fied ; thus proving, not only the particular age, but the day on which
the kingdom of heaven began. This day proved the truth of the pro-
phecies of Isaiah, Micah, and others. ¢ The law went forth from Zion
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and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”  ‘Thouwsands heard, be-
lieved, and obeyed the faw of the <pirit of life in Chnst Jesus, and were
made tree from the law of sin and death—obtaed the remussion of their
sme—the gift of the Holy Spirit, and rejotced n the salvation of the
Gospel.  As they gathered the first fruits of the harvest, sud waved
them before the Lord on the day of Pentecost under the Mosaic despen-
sation ; g6 the firat fruits of the Kingdom of Heaven were this day offer-
ed to the Lord. Here, then, on this day the Lord Jesus is crowned
King—Hhis laws are issued-—sinners bow to the secptre of Messiah, and
hecome subjects.  Thus we have the constituents of'a kingdom : King,
Laws, and subjects.

Next month, the Lord willing, we shail notice the most common ob-
jections preferred against this view of the subject.  Reader, examme
carefully before you decide. Eprror.

— e
MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS.,

Reaver, yeu bave now perused the principal articles in the first
number of The Christiun.  Aguain you are requested to take nothing
on trust.  With the word of the Lord in your hands, remewmber the ex-
ortation of Paul: ¢ Prove all things and hold fast that which 1s goed.”
You perceive that thus far our prospectus has been our ‘text.” The
first thing proposed is a defence of the Bible.  Tlere has not been suf-
fictent attention paid to tlus subject, exther by the Press or the Preach-
cr.  Many profess approbation for, and faith in the truth revealed, who,
perhaps, never read enough of it to heve a thought of their own which
th v could with certamnty say was taught in the Bible. It 1s our serious
conviction, on this pomnt, that the idea of receiving ntelligence from
heaven, without the word of the Lord—this loohing for the character
of God in the works of nature alone, are evils of no small magnitude—
are an injury to the religious community, learned and unlearned.  For
all classes, then, we design the article on ¢ Natural Theology.”—The
author may have run into some extremes in his manner of expressing
himselt; but on the whole, 1t is worthy of several carcful perusals.  This
places revelation on it proper basis—makes it the foundation of all reli-
gious knowledge. The world, by wisdom, kuows not God. We are not,
however, of the class of abstract philosophers.  We view neither know-
ledge nor influences abstractedly.  We would see nature and revelat-
on hand in hand defending the truth.  The Bible gives nature a voice.
Revelation is the instructor—Nature the volume. The diligent stu-
dent of the works of God finds in every department of nature, explana-
tions and ilustrations of the sublime truths revealed in that treasure
which heaven m mercy has put into our hands. Every step taken by him
in this dehghtful study ; every hour he spends in the greatlaboratory of the
Alnmghty, he finds himself furmshed with additional proofs, not oniy of
the word of the Lord, but also of his beneiolence. wisdom and greatness.

But we propose not wniting an essay.  All we amn at 15, fixing the



THE CHRISTIAN. 22

attention on this subject more permanenuly. We only reqaest a candid
reading of the article above alluded to.  We have many additional logi-
eal arguments, and historieal facts, to corroborate the grand view taken
by the author, which we shall submit for the consideration of our
readers when needed.

Taking this view of the worth of the Bible, the Deist is divested of
all his resources. The question which now presonts itself to himn is, if
vou reject the Bible, how do you know there ts a God? If he be an
honest man he will acknowledge that his parents, or teachers informed
him ! The faet is soon developed, that, if he 15 determined to rejeet
revelation, he must also deny the existence of the Supreme. This
awful alternative is resorted 1o by the great mass of sceptics in Ameriea.
But wheun they are questioned relative to the idea of & God being so com-
mon and prevalent in the world, they are lost again ; for, with all their
boasted wisdom, and strength of inteflect, in being able to deny the exis-
tence of him in whom they ¢ live and move,” they are unable to ac-
count for the introduction of religion intg the world, much less the idea
of the Supreme. To originate an entirely new idea they find themselves
wholy incompetent; but, still they argue that ignorant natious, and in-
dividuals with not a millionth part of their knowledge were able to
conceive of that glorious idea of a great, spiritual, eternal, self-existent,
intclligent, Supreme Being! Accordiug to this reasoning, men sunk
mto the most degraded state of mental ignorance and superstition, have
accomplished that which the sceptical philosopher, Hume, and the chris-
tian philosopher. Locke, agree in declaring impossible, viz : originating
an entirely new idea! !

But to find an excuse for their crunes, and to ease their conciences,
they endeavor to persuade themselves that there isno God! Miserable
subterfuge ! ! Awful presumption ! 1!

Qur readers may expect an article in each number, o ** man in his
primitive state,” and through the various dispensations. None who feel
mterested in knowing the origin, history or destiny, of the human family
can read such articles without pleasure and =atisfaction.

They may also expect, in the course of the volume, a brief history of
the various religious societies into which ¢ Christendom™ is divided.—
Their conflicting systems, and the incompatibility of such a state of
things, with the love and joy of the first ehristians, or the bliss of heaven.
Thi~ information shall be taken from their own authors, and conse-
quently impartial, so far as we are concerned.

We shall have access to the productons of the best European and
American authors ; and, as the cause in which we are engaged has
spread, and 1s spreading, in Britain, the United States, these Provinces,
aud has lately penetraied even into the Catholic Republic of Mexico,
we shall not only find able hands defending this best of causes, but we
shall be able to furnish our readers with the latest news on religious
subjects.  Just in proportion as the Bible is read, revered and obeyed.
docs the caise we plead advance. We trust that the news which we
shall from time to time lay before our readers will be of general and
lsting interest. LiorTor.
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THE MEUORIAL OF MARY.
- - . -
‘ Verdy Tsay unto you, wheresoever this gespel shall be preached in the whole
world, there shall ulso this, that this woman hath dene, be told for a memorial of her '
-=Muatthete, xavi. 13.—8See also Jokn, xii. 3.

Thou hast thy record in the monarch’s hall ;
And on the waters of the far mid sea ;
And where the mighty mountin-shadows fall,
The Alpine hamlet keeps a thought of thee :
Where'er, beneath some Oriental tree,
The Christian traveller rests—where’er the child
Looks upward from the Euglish mother’s knee,
With earnest eyes in wondering reverence mild,
There art thou known—where'er the Book of Light
Bears hope and healing, there, beyond all blight,
Is borne thy memory, and all praise above ;
Oh ! say what deed so lifted thy sweet nawme,
Mary ! to that pure silent place of fame ?
One lowly offering of exceeding love.

45" The price of Tus Curistias—five shillings currency—one dollar is very low.—
1t 1s the cheapest periodical ever wsued from the Provincal Press.  Very few, if any,
m the United States, of the same character, are as cheap.  Many of our readers iu this
City, perhaps, remeniber seeing several pamphlets sold by the booksellers for 1s. and
1s 3d. each, which were not so well got up, and we confidently appeal to them if the
walter was as interesting as this, which is handed to them for finc pence.

We expect activity ou the part of our friends. It will require punctual payments
to meet tllle Printer’s demands ; and we must all confess that he has done his work so
well that he should have s pay when it is called for. We have even done more than
we promised it our prospectus. 'The pages are larger than the Gleaner, and we have
added a good cover, which much improves the appearance of the work. Preserve
your numbers, and at the close of the year you will have a handsorie volume of 238
pages. We have one more request of onr readers to which we would invite their
parttcular attention, All who desire to see this work eatensively circulated—J¥ill you
wmake an effort to send us in as many good subscribers as you possibly can 7 We want
noue but those who design 1o pay. Remember to pay your postage—it amounts to
bat little to you, compared with what it would be to us.

07 We shall send this number to some who have not yet become subscribers. To
such we wonld say, read it carefully ; and if you approve of, and desire to take 1t, you
will please forward the amount by private conveyance or by mail, as most conveni-
ent, with the names of as many of your friends and neighbors as wish to become sub-
~enibers. If you do not want it, you will please wrap it up carefully and superscribe it
« Christian, St. John, N. B.” 1f from the Provinces; butif frem the U. S. ¢ Eastport,
Me.” and send 1t back. You will please remember that all who retaize it will be con-
~idered subseribers.

Subsecriptions received at the shop of W. L. Avery, No. 3, Prince William Strect.

NOTE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

The circulation of Tur Tnristiany has become so much more extensive than we
anucipated that we have been under the necessity of ordenng a repriut of the first
number  Our friends will remember that this has subjected us to an additionsl ex-
pense, and they will, thercfore, we trast. make corresponding efforts to increase ita
cireulation

No cate, study, or attention, shall be lacking on our part to make The Christian
worthy of the patronage of all the lovers of truth and righteousness. 'We will, how-
ever, state plainly that we shall not endeavor 1o please any person or persons living—
we shall as carefully avoud displeasing any individual or sect in christendom. So far
a~ we become acquainted with the truth—that system which ennobles human nature
here, and fits anc:i1 prepares for bliss and glory hereafter we shall spread before our
teaders  In a word. we <hall wite and select onr matter with reference to that day
when we shall alt meet—when hypoensy and mmquity <hall lnde their deformed heads,
and nothing will «tand but the trath as it s m the Lord  'There, Reader may we be
found swellmg the nmmphs of 1edeemang grace, and dying love. EpiTor.



