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THE GANADIAN CRAFTSMAN,

MASONIC RECORD.

3B A Y e ino} “@he Queen xnd the Ceaft” {809 2oy aznom

‘You. XX. PORT HOPE, Oxr., APRIL 15, 1886, No. 4,
THE THREE JOURNEYS OF A FREEMASON. '

» BY BRO. DR. PHILIPP BANGAI,
[Member of Galilei Tiodge, Orient Budapest; Hungary.]

Translated from the Orient, the official organ of the St. John's Grand Lodge of Hungary,
by B. BE. Comp. Crarues Doesigr, of Port Hope.

The beginning of Freemasonry may | The times have changed, and cie-
be looked for in the middle ages, and ; cumstances altered. In the lodges in
aocording to some traditions &nd‘l the middle ages, secrets in architee-
aunthorities, dates back to the re. | ture were tanght, and had besides the
motest fimes. Any one who thinks  privileges of their own jurisdiction;
wuch of great ancestry—who expects ’ bat in the lodges of the present day,
%o find something good and useful ‘ the building of edifices is assigner. to
only there wheré yellow, moth-eaten | the architect and builder in the's re-
parchments give proof of a long spective branches, and it teaches only
existence—he may laok back with |the secrets of the ideal building of
feclings of pride to the centuries|temples, love fo our fellow-beings,
when Freemasonry was founded, | and other accomplishments.
tolerated and persecuted, but those, Naturally, Freemasons can and
who acknowledge merit wherever | should, in their efforts to pramote
found, who esteem the praiseworthy | light and enlightment in all classes
endeavors for its promotion, will view | of society, do in no other way, as in
those things in a different light. | all other great undertakings, than to
Those who judge with clear intellect : refuse the unfit, and reject the dan-
and strict observation, to him is the | & ous. The mask had to be pulled
jngtitation of Freemasonry more | off the face of falsehood, superstition
worthy and dest; not for the sake of | had to be opposed, and intolerance
hor honorable age, for she possesses , not submitted to; but all this brought
everlasting yoath. further wrath of those who were

One cannot fail to observe, that! of the opinion that we should not
Freemasonry in the grand old time } have offended such people. False-
and the present (I mean, the last one | hood, superstiti.n, and intolerange,
hundred and fifty years), has, above | D8y be useful sometimes, and can be
all in common, viz.:—the strictest | applied occasionally. The Freema-
oare and examination, in the selection ; sons had bitter enemies, and consider-
of their members, who must be true | ed it advisable to ohserve the strictost
and honest men, and of blameless | Becrocy, to proteot themselves from
character; but in all other respeots ‘treaohery ; therefore no laws or
was Freemasonry very different: She | rituals were written, but they were
hod different aims, different objects, , communicated to the brethren in a
and different problems fo solve, lla.ngxmge which is known in slb
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divigions of the globe, in the lan-
guage of symbols; and any ohe who
is able to read and explain the sym-
bols of Freemasonry, will find ad in-
exhaustable treasure of laws and pre-
cepts, which teach him to be & good
and noble man. The youthful mind
is partionlarly susceptible to the
impression of’ its influences; often
‘they are uuimportant episodes of their
" childhood, but often occurrences of
more importance, which we never
forget, but remain vivid in our recol-
lection, even into our oldest years.

Sothe Freemason’s life begins with
8 youth, in whom the impressions
which are made on the youthfal Ma-
gonic mind, are vividly revived, felt
and preserved. All those who are
about to become Freemasons, either
the one who has attained the highest
elevaticn of intellectual gifts and
eduoation, the enthusiastic hero,
or the plain, though honest man, but
one who is continually striving for
advancement; who only brings with
him the good.will and determination
to fill his place to the best of his
ability. Everyone appreciates theseri-
ousness of the moment; they all have
the fullest conviction that this step
is of’the highest importance through
lifs, and cannot be retraced. With
mature consideration and firm reso-
lution, the applicant enters the pre-
cinets of the lodge, where he is re-
ceived by the *Preparing Master,”
whoreminds kim most conscientiously
of the impcrtance of his intention,
and after permission is received from
the Presiding Master, he is permitted
to enter the Temple., Here he now
stands as a searcher, He searches
for trath, he searches for friends who
will assist him, and who will unite
with him in serving the world at
large, where the strength and good.
will of & single individual would be
of ne avail with the hope of being
Jbeneficial and successfal,

Why is the novice blind-folded ?
Assuredly, not for the reason that he
could pot reveal the names of those
who are present, in case he should

be rejected. Ceses of rejection: for
good and sufficient ressons, whigh
were brought forward only at the
very last moment, are in the annals
of Freemasonry very rare, so that in
such isolated cases, such precautions
need not to be resorted to, as we
make searching inquiries into the
candidate’s sooial standing and
charaster. 'We have a fall right o
expect he would not be of such a
low, mean, treacherous disposition;
and lastly, in the worst case, what
misfortune would it be, or what con-
sequences would it have, for any of
the brethren in our present age? The
candidate is blind-folded, undounbted-
ly, only for this reason,—that his
attention is not drawn to or divided
by unimportant objects, but_that he .
may be the better enabled to listen
more attentively to what is said, and
better coinprehend the sublimity of
the lessons taught in the fullest
sense, and by suspending the faculty
of sight from the outside world, it is
easier to concentrate other thoughts
which unite soul and heart.

Confidentially and expectantly
stands now the candidate before us;
he does not feel himself entitled to
judge about the ceremonies of his
initiation. He only has the firm in-
tention to answer shortly but in a
dignified manner, such questions ag
may be put to him; but in all other
respects he entirely trusts himself to
his ever-present gmide, to whom he
clings with the same confidence a
child reposes in its mother.

You will now begin your first jour-
ney, are the wovds of the Master,
which mean, symbolically, the prepar-
ation for initiation. The last spoken
words give just enough time to ensble
the neophyte to ask himself, “Where
shallItravelPto? Astomyknowledge
I am already in the lodge into which
I am about to be received;” but he
will be kept in suspense. He feels &
strong, supporting exm taking hold of
his, and with s slow, hesifating, bub
firm step, begins his first journey; ab
the end of which, he is informed that



Ly [ e N .
. THE THX.EE JOURNEYS OF A FREBMASON. 99

in former times the¢ neophyte had to | Gonsequence of his philanthropic en-
undergo-a great many hard.and fvying | deavors, and sufferloss. Bntanother,
tests.  In those ‘days, the newly- | a not less Masonic problem, yes, per-
admitted had .to give proof of his | haps Masonic work in the strongest
courage and heroism. Even his | sense of the term, is to champion the
physical strength had to be shown, ta | rights of the oppressed, no . matter
ovércome the manifold obstacles, | how powerful or influemiial hig oppo-
which had been put in his path; but | nent may be, .It is one main and
in our day, we consider only the moral | great aim of & Mason to endeavor to
qualities,—as moral strength, moral | fight against prejudices which might
conrage, are the necessary qualifiea- | lead to the injury-of his fellow-beings;
tions of a Freemason, who fully and | it is his duty to gppose intolerance
propexly understands the importent | with all his strength and energy. It
duties and teachings of Freemasonry. |is a Mason’s duty to hold high the
Tt is no difficult task to take part in | torch of truth and enlightenment, so
such benevolent dutles, as to clothe | as to enable him to let the reflection
poorly-clad children; poor, hungry |shine forth in all its splendor, far-
people, to provide with strong, now- ! reaching over the four divisions of the
ishing food; or to provide a night's ' globe,to burn brightlyin those regions,
lodging, or even a temporary home | which, by a forest of intellectual stu-
for a stranger. Dear brethren, I do | pidity are divided from the rest of the
not wish to be misunderstood. I ap- | world, where the benign rays of the
preciate in the fullest measure the ' sun have not dried up the plague-
merits of those who, with unsbating | spreading swamps. To do this, yow
energy and self-denial, sacrifice their | must possess courage, my dear
valueble time in the management, | brethren. Ag the faithful workmap
administration and support of such|who is about to clear the track of
well-meaning institutions, and who | smothering brush and mouldy stones,
expect no other thanks than the !ma.y easily be attacked by poisonous
consciousness of having done theirI serpents, caution is therefore necessary
duty. They only carry out the kind- ‘under afl circumstances; but fear
1y dictation of their own hearts, and | does not become a man, neither does
their views of Masonic charity, avoid- | he know such when he honestly en-
ing publicity es much as possible. | deavors to do his duty, which he has
T should not like to see the honors of | freely and willingly taken upon him-
sach noble, self-denying men under- | self, He knows no fear, as he lLas
valued; but “Courage and Strength,” | the sweet recollection that he, as a,
the gymbol of the first jowrney, even ! zealous Craftsman, has added a stone
in a moral sense, would I not consider Vo finish the Temple for the improve-
a8 a condition by all those who, in | ment of mankind,
their humane endeavors,are about to | It is easy and pleasant, my dear
fulfill great expectations. brethren, to swim with the curvent of
The rond is smoothened, and the | the stream, and be borne on by the
candidate feels good-will, and an ' strong waves. It is'very easy to fall
aotive, warm feeling towards his|in with the views of the majority,
fellow-men. Zeal and perseverance even if they are wrong and false; yes,
will find gradually the path where co- | even unjusf; but a Mason has a moral
adjutors are to be found. A few are ' duty,—1in a manly way, even when
more than one; a few become many; | danger menaces hiin, o oppose and
the realization of the object con- | correct erroz; to assist Truth fo vie-
templated is sure, and possible in- | tory, even when, by asserting his
Jurious consequencegare lost to sight. | free Masonic idess, he would make
It is hardly imaginable that one I enemies. Even then, when recognized
would draw upon himself enmity in l by others as a Freemason, he would
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meet with unpleasentness in conse-
quence. It is the mesning of the
second journey, during which the
oandidate proves that he possesses the
courage to prove the enmity—yes,
even the persecutions—to which he
might be subjected as a Freemeson,
from the profane world. To avoid
every little unpleasantness may be
wise, but can never be Masonic.
‘What is the use of enthusiasm with-
outperseverance? without pursistence?
How many have ‘entered our lodges,
only to leave them in a short time,
mever to return? Their zeal was like
straw onfire, the flameof which is high
and glaring, but the substance is soon
devoured and nothing but & heap of
dusty ashes remains, which are scat-
tered abroad by the least wind, What
reason could those brethren have for
their indifference so suddenly acquir-
ed? Some claim they were disap-
pointed with Freemasons. Accord-
ing to their views, Freemasons should
do heavenly wonders; some others
found the friendship of their brethren
too weak, their errors too great, but
Forget that I'reemasons, although they
Yove and admire all that is good and
noble—yes, even endeavors to attain
the highest possible perfection, are
only human beings, and subject to

errors and imperfections like their |

fellow-men, and impossible to be free
from faults and imperfections. Some
absent themselves because their
self-love was not appreciated; others,
who in consequence of their high
social standing, or their intellectual
abilities, were honored with the high-
est honorable positions, where they
showed forth their splendor on the
Masonic firmament at their leisuve,
and when their craving appetite for
such honors was satisfied—yes, satis-
fied to the fullest extent of their am-
bition, they then retired for ever. The
true, constant aad faithful Freemason,
will never forget that we, as human
beings, cannot accomplish super-
human acts; he will be satisfied with
the modest accomplishment: which,
although slow, will agsuredly gain

ground; he will judge the errors and
imperfeotions of his brethren with
candor, and exculpate them when he
happens to meet with little grievances,
or perhaps imaginary contractions of
his rights; when it should happen that
one or the other brother, in his deal-
ings outside of the lodge, has not acted
as g true brother; then one may feel
aggrieved and offended, and for & time
stay away from the lodge, but he will
never be capable of throwing away the
child with the unclean water from the
bath, and condemn the whole instita-
tion; he will waituntilthe rainy waves
of his excited mind have lulled into
calm, until the storm of his worked-up
feelings has blown over; he will waib
until he will be onabled to view all
this'more rationally, and judge with
greater mildness; then he will come
back to the lodge, although perhaps a
little embarrassed; but he will feel
happy to be met by his brethren with
8 warm, brotherly grip, who do nect
offer any reproach. He ishappy tobe
once more in the loved home, among
those so long missed friends, among
the true, dear brethren.

When the journeys are ended and
the ceremonies completed, the newly-
initiated finds himself suwrrounded by
festive lights, for the first time, added
to the cirele of his brethren, who, like
a living electric battery, have linked
him in their chain. He feels the
blissfulness of love; sincere friend-
ship fills his heart, and deep in his
heart resound the words of the Wor-
shipful Master,—words of Wisdom,
words of Love, which came from a
true heart, and which penetrate to the
heart. We ave all equal links of that
chain; we know no distinetion of sank
and fortune. The gift of possessing
a higher degree of worldly or intellec-
tual advantage, can be made use of for
the world at large, but will never give
a right in the lodge over a less gifted
brother, i

The feeling of equality and frater-
nity shall always be the foundation of
ow works and actions, The blessed
moral of such lessons, the sincerity-
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of which the principles of our Order
@re imparted, can never fail, and must
assuredly have found & sure wey %o the
heart and soul. And, happily excit-
ed feels the young Mason the impor-
fance of these moments, and listens
jeyfully to the strains of the soul-
-inspiring chord:-—

Brethren, join hands for Union,

On this blessed festive hour.

Lead us up to higher spheres;

Let us flee all terrestrial.

Our Friendship Harmonies
Are o'er lasting, beantifal and strong.

THE TABE}?.H ACLE.

“The foundations of the Temple
were laid by King Solomon in the
year of the world two thousand nine
hundred and ninety-two, and the
building was finished in the year three
thousand. About seven years and six
months were consumed in its erection.
It was dedicated in the year three
thougand and one, with great solem-
nity.”

This is the language used by Ma-
gons ir referring to King Solomon’s
Temple, and to the wonder and ad-
miration it excited in the minds of the
vast multitude who witnessed its dedi-
cation. The animating story was pub
in print at or near the ¢ibse of the last
century by Masonic writers, and has
not lost any of its interest to the Ma-
tonic mind of nearly a century later.

It is common enough among Ma-
sons to say, that the ¢famous fabric
was situsted on Mount Moriah,” and
that it was placed “due East and
West,” the reasons for which have
‘been regarded as highly satisfactory;
occasionelly, inquiry has been pushed
concerning -the  “Tabernacle which
Moses erecied by “Divine Command,”
and which the Israelites subsequently
carried with them in the wilderness
‘and into the Holy Liand, and used as
the plece where God wounld manifest
His presenceto His people,until it-was
‘replaced by the Temple of Solomon.

* Anthotitiés tell us that the Temple
~was-8 réproduction 6f the Tabernacle
in more durable material, but with

iaa,é:h of its dimensions exactly doub-
ed. .

The Freemasons of a century ago,
were carefal unt to put their esoteric
philosophy in writing; aver-careful in
Some respects, acd to an extent that
those of this later period are.at a loss
to understand perticulers that were
evidently plain enough to them.

That they dealt freely in Scriptural
quotations, the earliest published Ma-
sonic books amply show, and these
quotations served to express, in asgo-
ciation with symbols, the lesson to be
conveyed. In this respect they were
alive to the injunction of secrecy and
silence, and left much to the imagina-
tion which the more modern Mason
freely expounds. That they were no$
governed by the imagination, how-
ever, 18 clear; they were practioal,
self-reliant believers in traditionary
Masonic lore, and read, let us say, be-
tween the lines, things, which to
other Mesgonic eyes, had no signifi-
cance. To them, acomplete Masonie
lecture was revealed in the following
passage—Hebrews ix. 2-5, and which
they quoted for instruction:—*For
there was & tabernacle made; the
first, wherein was a candlestick, gnd
the table, and the shew-bread; which
is called the Sanctuary. And after
the vails, the tabernacle, which is
called the holiest of all; which had
the golden censor, and the ark of the
covenant overlaid roundsbout with
gold, wherein was the golden pot that
had manna, and Aaron’s rod that
‘budded, and the tables of the cove-
nani; and over, it the cherubim of
glory, shadowing the mercy seat; of
which we cannot now speak particu-
Iaxly.”

Every Master Mason, and more
defimtely every Royal Arch Mason,
Imows something about the Taber-

nacle, but it is not certain that they

have made a special study of that

edifice; fortunately it is now- placed
within the power of the average
reader to obtain acomplete knowledge,
even in details, of the Tabernacle as
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well as of King Solomon’s Temple,
‘which succoeded it,

The great work of Dr. T. O. Paine,
zécently published by Houghton,
Mifflin & Company, of Boston, has
thiee elaborated ercgravings of the
abernacle, with lettes-press explana-
tions, which bring the whole subject
-within the eagy comprehension of any
person who will devote an hour to the
study of them. -

In speaking of it, the Doctor says:
~—The Sanctuary of Sinai or Taher-
nacle, like the Temple, was not a
house of worship which could be
entered by the people. In owr com.
anon English Secriptures we read,
thirtesn times, ‘the tent of the con-
gregation,’ and & hundred and thirty-
thvee times, ‘the Tabernacle of the
eongregation;’ but the Hebrew is al-
ways Ohel Moed (146 times) Tent of
ameeting. ,This holy house was not a
place for men to congregate about and
see eath other; but it was a holy place
where the Lord was to meet Moses,
and to speak to him all that the Lioxd
should command him unto the ehil-
dren of Israel. The tabernacle and
{emple, before our era, differed here
from all churches built since our era.
The difference. is seen at the begin-
ming, where the Lord said to Moszes,
“Draw not nigh hither; put off thy
ghoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy
gro.qnd.3 ” .

The jorm of the tabernacle was
such as was shown to Moses in the

Mount, and was “of gold, and blue, |

and purple, and scarlet, and linen,
and cherubim, and silver, and bronze,
eovered with s double tent of goat's
hair above, and a double covering of
Tams' skins dyed red, and of badgers’
skins, from the .eaves above to the
ground outside,”

One of the three plates, giving the
east view of the tabornacle, 18 in
colors, and shoiys how these were
-employed in the interior arrangement
of fapestries and "festoons on the
walls, This alsp shows where the
divine glory, the Bhekinah appeared.

According to Josephus, the taber-
naole was forty-five feet; long by fifteen
feet wide, and fifteen- feet high; its
length: being from east to west.. It
was Qivided intotwo rooms, the inner
one being fifteen feete’.ch way, and in
form a perfeot cubs. In this was
placed the Ark of the Covenant,
against the western wall. This room
was the Holy of Holies, which the
High Priest alone could enter but
once a year, and that only on atone-
ment day. '

The Sanctuary, or holy place, from
which the Holy of Holies was separa-
ted by an elaborately wrought curtain,
was thirty feet long, fifteen feet wide,
and fifteen feet high, meking it in
form to be that of a double cube. Inm
this apartment was placed the golden
censor, the golden altar on which in-
cenge was burned every morning and
evening; -on the northern side was
placed the table of shew-bread, and
on the southern side the golden can-
dlestick; here, too, were the lamps
which were trimmed every morning
and lighted every evening; and here
were thie curtains of white or fine
twined linen, red, purpls and blue,
suspended so as to cover the four
sides, and not used as veils to sepra-
ate the room into apartments. Into
this apartment the-High Priest and
the Priests entered daily in the per-
formance of their ministrations, bub
into the court which gurrounded this
tent the people were permitted; to
enter.

Oneof the three plates alluded to,
gives a representation of tho tent as
surronuded by the court, the latter of
which was one hundred and fifty feet
long and seventy-five feet wide, the
whole being enclosed on the four ai_égg.
with curtaing *‘of -fine twined linen
seven and one-half feet high..

The entrance. ta this court was to-
wards the East, in & hine with the en-
trances to the Bancusry and Holy of
Holies, but the. east part.of the tourt
was.much the largept, for- here it wag
that the people assemabled for. the pur-
pose of worship. Conspicuously placed.

ta t
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in this court was the large brazen
altar, “on which the burnt offerings
and the appointed parts of other sacri-
fices were burned;” while between it
and the Sanctaary was the brazen
laver for the ablutions of the priests.

This tabernacle was constructed at
enormous expense, but with great
magnificence, that it might be re-
garded ns more suitable for the mani-
festation of God’s presence, and better
represent the value of those eternal
blessings of which it was designed
“‘ag a type or emblem.”

The period of its construction, as
well as the tabernacle itself, has had
its influence among Masons. In the
lodge, attenticn io directed to the
tabernacle; an attempt, at least, is
made to give a representation of it in
the chapter, but it i8 not so generally
known that there was a time when
the era of Royal Arch Masonry was
fixed as of even date with the erec-
tion of the “Tabernacle of the Con-
gregation.” )

In 1798, how much befere we are
unable to show, it was the custom of
Royal Arch Masons to add 1500 to
the vulgar era to fiad the year of the
Rite—and this in the year A.D. 1798,
would give the year of Royal Arch
Masonry as 8298. This is establish-
ed by the engraved plate from which
the original Book of Marks was
printed for St. Andrew’s Chapter,
and by the records which show that
the dates therein entered are given
correctly. '

As to the manner in which this

date was found the records are silent,
and it was not without much inquiry
and study that the true reason was
detected.
. In 1822, the Grand Chapter of
Massachasetts appointed a commit-
fee to asceriain the true date, but
the conclusion wag, that so much
obscurity surrounded the question,
that it would be better to use, on
tho diplomas, the same date as thab
used by the Grand Lodge, and this
practice still prevails in ‘this juris-
digtion. '

It appears from this, that the
brethren of 1820 were not gn -2
satisfied with the date adopted thy ~
or more years before, neither didth y
care to inquire into the correctuess of
the earlier chronology. One author-
ity says, Moses was born abdut 1600
years before Christ; another, that he
was born A. M. 2488, and traditions
ooncerning this varied. It seems,
however, to be very well settled that
he was eighty years old when he led
the march to Sinai. In all this there
is & degree of uncertainty as to
exaotness, but wemay inquire further.

It appears that six whole months
were exhausted in preparing the
tabernacle, and that it was set up on
“the first day of the first mouth,” the
first day of Nisan A. M. 2514, or,
acoording to Usher, April 21st. If
was filled with the glory of the Lord,
and on the fourteeuth day thereafter.
tie Israelites oelebratsd the sscond
passover from ‘their coming eut of
Bgypt.

From whatever sources the breth-
ren of 1798 derived their informa-
tion, it is apparent that they did not
add 1600 to the vulgar era out of
mere ocaprice. If they placed the
birth of Moses at 1600 B. C. and de-
duocted his age (80) and so much of a
year as was consumed before the
tabernacle was erected, they would
find 1519 B.C. as the date, or, if they
followed the date of A.M. 2514 ags the
time of its erection, then the term
would be 1486 years B.C., and in
either case a sufficient justification,
on the score of convenience, for
adding 1500 to the vulgar era, as
already stated, and using that as the
date of the beginning of Royal Arch
Masonry.

‘Why the brethren of 1798 associat-
ed the erectién of the tabernacle with
Boyal Arch Masonry, would extend
this article to an inconvenient length.

Briefly, the Ark of the Covenant
was constructed by Moses at Gq@‘jg
command (Exodus xxv,); in it was
placed the golden pot filled with'
manna, Agron's rod, and the tables OF,

-
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the Covenant, The ark with its con-
tents were first deposited in the most
sacred place of the taberndcle, and
afterwards in the Sanotum Sano-
torum of King Solomon's Temple,
The manner of its deposit, and the
ceremonies attendant on these
ocoasions, were impressive and ex-
prassive to a degree withont parallel
tn ceremonial history.

The coincidences between Egyptian
and Hebrew forms were also apparent;
researches in Egyptian history had
already shown that that ancient peo-
ple had among their ceremonies one
coglled the *“Procession of the Shrines,”
in which an ark was carried by the
priests, by means' of staves passing
through metal rings; it was' thus
taken into the temple and deposited
on a stand or altar (see Mackey),
“‘that the ceremonies presoribed in
gz:e ritzal might be performed before
1 ."

The contents of the Egyptian ark
varied, but these were always sym.
bolical. The two figures of ‘“Therme
or Truth and Justice,”” were repre-
sented with their wings extended
$o overshadow the ark.

These coincidences were no doubb
regarded by our brethren as more
then acoidental, and therefore au-
thoritative in allying the date of
Royal Aroch Masonry with the erec-
tion of the tabernacle.—The Liberal
Freemason,

—d

ADVANCEMENT IN MASONRY.

Some thiflgs advance fastest when
they appear to stand still. According
to astronomers, our globe is moving
rapidly through space, and at the
same time revolving rapidly on its
own axis; while to each of us it ap-
pears the most steady globe imagin-
able, and actuslly immovable. The
reason why it appears so steady, is
thet it moves in accordance with law.
So Masonry moves, and the result is
that it seems never to be moving ab
gll. All the changes in its past his-
tory were well-nigh imperceptible.

~

From being builders of material
texnples to becoming builders of spirit-
ual temples, Freemasons glided along
without & jar or & discord. Men who
were not operative Masons were grad-
uully admitted, until finally they out-
numbered the operatives, and the
craft no longer was distinguished by
wielding the Plumb, the Level and
the Square, the Twenty-four inch
Gauge and the Gavel, as implements
of labor, but came to use them as
symbols only, for more noble and
glorious purposes than they were used
by their famous progenitors. This
advancement was actual, and yet it
was scarcely noticeable, and it result-
ed in the highest advantage to the
fraternity. As the immaterial or
spiritual is higher than the material
o natural, so 13 speculative Masonry
higher than operative Masonry. -

The initiate, early in his career,
learns that there is possible advance-
ment for him in Masonry. Once, in
the history of the craft, the majority
of its members were either Appren-
tices or Fellows,and but few were Mas-
ter Masons; now all may speedily,
sometimes too speedily, become Mas-
ter Masons, In a month’s time the
newly-initiated brother finds that he
can be “advanced;” and in another
month’s time “further advanced.” In
six month’s time (in Pennsylvania) he
can be “still further advanced,” by
baing received into the Chapter, and
there learning what, one hundred and
fifty years ago, he might have learned
in the lodge, but which, since the ex-
cision and relegation of & part of the
mysteries of the lodge to the chapter,
he must seek now in the chapter.
Such advancement of a brother in
Freemasonry is apparent, it is objec-
tive and tangible; and yet is # always
in truth real advancement? - Or is it
only formal? Forms and ceremonies
are necessary to constitute advande-
ment, but if they be empty forms to
the initiate, he is not advanced a jot.
He must learn the substance under
these forms, he must comprehend
their meaning; he must look through
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the sign and see the thing signified.
This brings us to the consideration of
what ig, after all, the real gist of ad-
vancement in Freemsasonry.

All the forms and ceremonies of
Masonry are shells, every one cover-
ing & kemnel. This kernel is always
some vital truth, practical truth, in-
teresting truth, Masonic truth. Itis
what Masonry exists for, what it
teaches, what has kept it alive through
the centuries. Hollow forms could
not keep it alive & year. Indeed, no
single feature of its wonderful com-
posite could ensure its perpetuity. It
i8 a beautiful system, of morality, of
instruotion, of entertainment, all com-
bined. Suppose & brother “goes it
strong” on its morality alone, or its
instructive features alorms, or its con-
viviality alone—he is rightly judged
to be one-sided, cranky, not appreciat-
ing the fullness of Masonry. He
advances backward. He gives up the
whole, and accepts a part. All of us
may value some one feature more than
another—that is, some one of these
may minister to us more benefit or
pleasure than another, but we do not
ignore the rest. The young brother,
and some who are older, never ad-
vancefar in Masonry because they mis-
takenly think that they see through it

.at the beginnings You can never see

through it. Its capacity to instract
-and delight the thinking mind is end.
lese. You cannot outgrow it. So
long as you reflect upon wh.t you see
enacted in the lodge, chapter or com-
‘mandery; so long a8 you study, with
the aids which literature gives you,
the hidden meaning of all Masonic
forms and ceremonies; 8o long as you
“further advance” in the knowledge of
what Masonry was and is; so long as
you delve in the mines of learning
which the cultured brethren of past
and present times have opened, and
rendered so accessible, and so_enjoy-
able; so long you will not only con-
tinue to appreciate the Masonry that
you already know, but youmay ddd
to your knowledge, year by yeax, and
thus be treasuring up a constantly in-

creasing store of information, which
will be a perpetusl source of delight
and instruction, until time shall beno
more, Practically there is thus no
limit to advancement in Masonry.—
Freemasons' Chronicle.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Wita respeet to the recent collea-
tion of Masonic medals, emblems,
books, and other objects exhibited in
the Msasonic Hall, Kidderminster,
Bngland, a writer in a local journal
says:—I am told that there are only
three other such collections in exis-
tence. But this differs from them in
being the work of a single enthusiast.
In an incredibly short space of time,
Bro. Taylor, who stands very near the
top of the Masonic grades, in this, as
in other matters, reveals the tremend-
ous energy with which he is accus-
tomed to work. To accumulate the
objects I was permitted to see the
other gvening, would, by an ordinary
man of means and leisure, be consid-
ered a sufficient life-work. In the
present instance, they have been drawn
together from all quarters of the globe
by a man whose every hour seems full
of business affairs. Apart from any
knowledge of, or interest in, Freema~
sonry, no intelligent man can fail to
be struck by the numismatic and
bibliographical value of the articles
brought together, many of them
nnique, and all of them scientifically
arranged, and forming a bird's-eyo
view of the history of Freemasonry.
To an outs’aer the craft becomes more
intelligible, more impressive, and
more worthy of respect in the pre-
gence of these eloguent witnesses of
the immense interest taken in its
teaching and ritual by different gen
erations, nationslities, and ranks
now passed away, but whose enthu-
siesm and convictionsare here crystal-
ised for our information, and & recozd
for ages to come, A collection 80
complete and varied cennot well.be
estimated pecuniarily, but I am in-
formed that experts have valued it ab
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something like two thousand pounds.
Should Bro. Taylor ever wish to part
with it, I should think the Freema-
sons of England would hurdly allow
it to be broken up and disper 1.

Unper the heading of British Co-
lumbia, the Foreign Correspondence
of Montana has the following:—

“Bro. Edgar Crow Baker, after
having served four teims as Grand
Secretary, is now serving his third
term as Grand Master.” In addition,
he is a member of the Dominion
Parliament, and in general demand
for all useful purposes. His address
is of great length, but good enough to
justify it. He makes a good point in
reminding eraftsmen to imitate the
qoiseless work on Solomon's original
Temple, in doing our Masonic work,
even in dispensing our charity.

“The brethren of Victoria have a
Masonic Temple on a paying basis;
the Grand Lodge, small as it is, has
aBenevolent Fund,and bestowes more
in charity, than some very old and
other very large Grand Lodges that
we could name. )

«Hearty recognition was accorded
1o the Grand Lodge of Victoria, Aus-
tralia, and it is worthy of note how
ready all the Graud Lodges of British
Provinces are to extend the right hand
of fellowship to those who are pass-
ing through the same experience thav
has taught them how much respect is
due to the parent Grand Lodge of the
British Isles. With all the differen-
Hial respect so natural in British sub-
jects ezerywhere, there are none any-
where but know by experience that
there i3 & 5ad lack of fraternal feeling
between the parent Grand Todges and
their distant subordinates. We would
give more for the opinion of British
Columbis respecting the course of the
Aunstralian Provinces, than for that of
any of our older Grand Tiodges, whose
experience has given them no oppor-
tunity to judge of the difficulties-tobe
éncountered at every step and effort
foward independence. 'The success

and credit that have been attained by
the Grand Lodges in all the British-
American Provinces, assures like suc-
cess in the Australian Provinces. The
end will vindicate and justify the ways
and means.” ‘

Ar the last meeting of the Grand
Lodge 'of Arkansas, the following
rather curious decision of the Grand
Master was approved:—¢A brother
suspended for non-payment of dues,
has not the privilege of visiting his
Todge. The lodge may permit him to
do so, but this is not a right which he
may demand. And when permitted
to visit the lodge, it is only as & visit-
or and not as a member, and there-
fore he cannot vote, sit on committee,
or otherwise participate in the busi-
ness of the lodge.” Tlis is a kind of
“Sugpension” that will not be apprc
ed of in many jurisdictions.

" Waar Masons Reeresent. — The
Masons, as & class, represent more
than any other I know of, the practi-
cal common sense of the whole
community in its mest liberal aspect
—sgolid men of judgment, selected
from every interest in society. She
seeks mo political distinction, nor
does she ostracize any one for his
politicsa. 'We welcome good men of
all parties, and think the more they
meet here on the level the better they
all will be for it.—R. W. Bro. C. L.
Woodbury.

Bagreie.— Officers of Signet Chapter
Barrie, for 1886.—Ex-Comp Wm Downie,.
Z; M ex Comp Daniel 8pry, 1P Z; ex-
Cowps Geo Monkmaan, H; R A Douglas, J;
Comps R A Dutton, 8 E; AC-Gardan, SN;
V ex-Comp C.L Sauders, Treas; Corops R
H Holt, Chav; 8 Wesley, P S; H Dollery,
8.8; G G Smith, J S; E Betbell, 1st Veil;
D Ramsay, 2nd Veil: § J Buckley, 3rd
Veil; H J- - awngs, 4th Veil; Chas McInues,.
D of-C; K o Ross, M D, and P Lambert,
Stetyards; D Dunn, Standard Bearer; Jno
Musgrove, Sword B; Thos Moore, Janitors;.
K ex-Comp J McL Stevenson, and ex-Comp
Robt King, Sr., Trustees; e3-Comp A B
MoPhes, V ex-Comp C H Bosanko, and-ex~
Comip John Rogerson, Ex Com; M ex Comp
Daniel Spry,.and V ex Comp C L Sanders,
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THE ADOPTED CHILD.
[N S e
Thae two thatched: cottages stood side
- gide at the foot of & hill, not very

far from & well-known bathing resort,
The two. peasants worked very hard in
their unfertilo fields to earn enough for
the suppart of their children. Thexe
were tour to-each housebold. Before
the 'iwo adjoining doors, the little
gwarm of children frolicked from mern-
iﬂg‘tﬂl evening. - In both families the
oldest two were 6 years and theyoung-
€st 15 months-old; for in both houses
the marriages and births fook place al-
inost simultaneounsly.

" “The two mothers could scarcely dis-
tingnish their respective children in
the general mix-up; and the two fathers
always made mistakes. The eight
musmes became entangled in their
brains, always got confounded with
one another; and when they wanted to
¢&ll any particular child, either father
would often call a wrong name three
times before getting a right one.

The first of the two ‘dwellings—that
nearest to the railroad station at Rolle-
port, where the baths were—was uc-
cupied by the Tuvache family, who
had' three girls and one boy; the other
building sheltered the Vallin' family,
who had threo boys and one daughter.

.. The whole of them lived with diffi-
«ulty apon soup, potatoes and fresh
air.” At7 c¢'clock in the morning, at
noon, and at 6 o’clock in the evening,
the housewives assembled their little
ones to give them pap—just as herders
of geese call their birds together. Ac-
eording to age the children took their
places in & row at the wooden table,
thede shiny by fifty years of usage.
The youngest child of all could hardly
§2§ its month to the level of the table.

fore them were then placed deep
platters full of bread steeped in the
aarde water that the potatoes, hsli a
eabbage and three onions had- been
boiled; and the whole rank ate until
fally satisfed, The mother herselifed
the jittle one with a spoon. A little
bit of mueat in the'pot on Sunday wasa
zegular, feast; and on sach occasion
the father would always staylater than
;3;:‘11:1 at %al:ile, t}?d ’etﬁlclsaim: ‘él'dmbe

pichty glad to Liave this every day!

‘ 7011? Agumst afterncon @ light car-
fiage suddenly drew up before the two
cottaze~, and the yoting womsn, who
%9ld: the reins berdelf; said to the gen-
Aleman sedtad beside her: '

Ty
aedlese

T

«Oh! Henry, just look at that lot of
cbildren! Isn’t it pretty to see them
tumbling about in the road like thatP

The man answered nothing, being acs
custored to these sudden bursts of ad-
miration, which were & pain and ‘al-
most a reproacli for him. -

The young woman said again:

I must really kiss them! ~ Oh! how:

1 should love to have one of them; that
little one there, the little tiny one!"’
. And leaping lightly from her car-
riage, she ran to the children, seized
hold of onsof the youngest—Tuvache’s
baby—and, lifting him in her arms,
she kissed him passionately on his
dirty face, on his blonde, curly and
dust-covered hair, on his little fists,
which he brandished convulsively in
the effort to free himself from her tire-
some caresses.

Then she got into her carriage again,
and drove off at full speed. . But the
next weéek she returned, and sat right
down in the road herself, took thelittle
one in her arms, stuffed him with
cakes, gave sweetmeats to all the other
children, and played with them just as
if she were a child herself—while her
husband waited patiently for her all
the time in the elegant carriage.

She returned after. that, got at-
guainted with her parents, visited them
every day, came always with her
pockets foll of sweatmeats and small
change.

She was a Madame Henri d'Huabieres.

One morning she came; and her hus-
baid also descended with her from the
earriage. ‘This time, without stopping
to notice thechildren, sall of whom knew
her 'well now, she advanced into the
peasant’s dwelling. g

They were both there, the par-
ents, busy cutting *wood for cooking
their soun; they arose in surprise, of-
fered chairs, and waited to see what
was going to happen. Then the young
womsn, in & broken and trembling
voice, began: ) '

“My good people—I have come to
see you because—because I would like
—1I would like to tske your—your little
‘boy home with me," ..

The two pensants; utterly stupified
snd unable to comprehend, answered

ngt 8 word. |

She paused for breath, and went onz
“We have no children.  We are all
alone—my haosband and 1. e wonld

f{g_g?’g?od c'arfa of him.  Areyou _wiII:r

- -
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" The peasant woman begen to under-
stand. She asked:

*You want to take Charlot from us?
Ah ben non!—no indeed!”

Then M. d’'Hubieres broke in:

“My wife has not explaingd herself
well. We want to adopt him; but he
will come to see you. If he should turn
out well, as we have every reason to
believe, he will be our heir. If, by any
possible chance, we should have other
children, he will share .mr property
-equally with them. But, f he should
not turn out according to vur expecta-
tions, then, upon his coming of age, we
‘would settle on him a sum of 20,000
franes, which would be at once placed
10 his credit in & notary’s hands. And
as you have of course been taken into
-consideration, you will receive regu-
larly during your wholg life an allow-
-ance of 100 francs a mbanth. Now, do
you understand?”

The farmer’s wife had already risen
to her feet in high fary:

“You wantme to sell you CharlotP
Ah! I should say not!—this is a nice
thing to ask of a motherl—Ah!Ishould
:jay ;131;! That would be an abomina-
-tion

The man himself, serious and

thoughtful, said nothinlgl; but he ap-
Pproved his wife’s speech by & contin-

uous nodding of his head.

Madame d'Hubieres, quite confused,
began to cry; and, turning to her hus-
band, stammered cut in a voice broken
'by soDs, the voice of a child whose or-
-dinary wishes are always gratified:

“They won’t do it, ﬁenry«!&-they
won't do it!"”

Then he made a last effort:

*But, my friends, think of the fature
.of your child,—think of what is offered
.to him,—of—"

Exzagperated, the peasant woman cut
Jim short:—

*It’s all thought cover, it's 411 under-
stood, it's all considered. tex out of
here—and ‘what's more don’t let mbd
«ver see you here again. To thihk geo-
ple’s allowed to want to take a child
from folks like thatP"

Then Mme. d’Hubieres, as she was

oing, rememberec there were two lit-

e ones; and with the tenacity of a
gelf-willed and petted darling, who
never can endure refussl, she asked
through her tears: .

«But the other little one—it doesn’t
belong to yout” Father Tuvache re-.

*No; it balongs to the neighbors.
You ean go and ask them if you like.”

And he returned into the house,
where the loud-echoing voice of his
angry :vife 2ou~1d‘etm 'Pe hegrd. .

The Vallin family were sitting at the
table—eating vely leisurly some bég
crusts of bread, which they rubb
porsimoniously with a little butter, each
taking an almost imﬁermptible bit _of
butter at & time on the end of a knie,
from a plate placed belween them in
the middle of the table.

M. d’Hubieres recommenced his
propositions, but this time more insin-
uatingly, with oratorical precautions,

**h astutoness. The two country peo-

at first shook their heads in #*

afusal: but when fold thot
would receive 100 francs & month, taey

looked at one another; they began to
consult each other’s eyes, with their
resolution considerably shaken.

They kept silence a long, long time,
feeling tortured, hesitating. At last
the woman asked:

«Here! man, what do you say about
1%}

He answered with sententious pro-

nunciation: .
.“I say that it’s worth thinking
about.” .

Then Madame d’Hubieres, quivering
with anxiety, began to talk to them
about the future of the child, about
how happy she would make him, about
the money he would be able to give
them some day.

The peasant asked:

sAnd that allowance of 1,200 francs
iou talk about, will it be pledged to us

efore the notary?” .

M. d’Hubieres:

“_ “Why, of course, to-morrow jomw
draw it.”

The woman, who had been very
thoughtful, spoke again:

**—A bundred francs » month isn's
enough for giving up the child; that
there child can work in o few yesrsy
we must git & bundred and twenty
franea. ¥?

Stamping her little foot with Impa-
tience, Madame Hubieres acceded to
the sum at once; and as she wanted to
take the child awsay at once, she gave
them a })rexent of 100 francs, while her
husband commenced to draw up the
necessary papsrs. The Mayor snd one
of the neighbors being sent for, gladly
gave their services as witnesses. :

And the young woman, all beaming



THE ADCPTED CHILD.

109

gvith delight, carried off the scr¢ aming
child—just as a much-longed for toy is
triumphantly earried home from a toy
store.

Standing af their own door, the Tu-
riches watched them go; they smid
1 ‘hing, looked serious—reg ‘eiting,
perhaps, that they had refused.

. Eel » * L J » *

* Nothin} more was heard of ligtle
Joean Vallin. Every month the parents
went to draw their 120 francs f-om the
notary; and they fell out wita their
neighbors because Mother Tuvache
sgoonized them with ignominies,” in.
cessantly going from door to door to
reiterate that one must be inbuman fo
sell one’s child—thatit was a ‘horror,”?
s, dirty low thing,”” & corromperie.”
- And occasionally she would t:ke up
her Charlot in her arms, ostents.iously,
and scream out to him as if ho was
able to understand:

«I didn’t sell thee, I didn’t! I didn’t
gell thee, my little soul! Idon't sell m;
children, I don’t. I’m not rich, but
don’t gell my children.”’

And for two years and more it was
the same thing every day—every -day
coarse allusions vociferated before the
doorway, so that the neighbors could
nothelp hearing them. Mother Tuvache
at last really came to think herself the
finest woman in the whole country,
just because she had not sold Charlot.
And people would say, when speaking
of her:

«Of course, we know the offer was
tempting; but anyhow she acted like a

ood mother.”

They held her up as an example, and
when Charlot, brought up with these
ideas perpetually dinned into his ears
~—got to be 18, he also learned to be-
lieve himself superior to all his com-
rades, just because he had not beem
“gold.”

* » * * * ®
The Vallins meanwhile lived very
comfortably, thanks to their monthly

ension. The unappeasable fury of the
‘Tuvaches, who remained wretchedly
"pl;)or and miserable, was chiefly due to
that.

The eldest son joined the army. The
second son died. Charlot alone remsin-
el to Help the old father to work, snd!
to support his mother and his twoi
younger sisters. '

He was just 21 years old, when one
morning ‘& shining carrisgge drew up
before the two houses. - A young gentle-

man, wearing a gold watch chain, de-

scendea from the vehiole, %vmg bty
arm to an old lady with white hair
The old lady said to him:

It is there, my child, ,the second
house.”

And the young man entered the Val-
lin residence as if he was entering his
own home.

The old mother was washing her
aprons; the father, now infirm, was
dozing beside the great hearth. Both
looked up, and the young man said:

“Good-day, papa! good day, mam-
mal”

They roge to their. fest almost in
affright. The old peasant woman, in
her sudden emotion, even let her soap
fall into the water, and stammered out:

*“C’egt-ite m’efant? c’est-i te m’efant?
Is it thou, my child? is it thon, my
childP”

He took her in his arms and kissed
her—repeating, ‘‘Bonjour, mamma,”’—
while the_old father, thouch trembling
in every limb, exclaimed in that caim
accent which never deserted him: *So
thou art come back, Jean.” Asif he
had been gone only a month or less!

And when they had got to know each
other a little better, then the parents
insisted on going out with their son, to
show him aﬁ the country-folk. They
took him to gee the mayor, the deputy,
the priest, the schoolmaster—

* » * * > »

And Charlot, standing at the thresh-
old of his father’s thatched cabin,
looked as he went by.

That same evening, at supper time,
he said to the old folks:

“Whatidiots you must have been to
le$ them take Vallin's child.” -
His mother qbstinately res;’mnded:

“I wouldn't sell our baby?!

The father said not a word. The son
went on:

*And you think it isn’t miserable to
be.sacrificed like that?”’

Then Father Tuvache stattered outin
a.voice of wrath:

«Art thou oing to reproach us for
having kept thee?”

Bratally the young man burst out:

“Yes, 1 reproash yon—loutsthat yon
both are! FParents like you sre good
only to give bad luck fo children, And
I’d serve you right if I'd quit you.”

The poor woman was trying, in her
vlate. She sobbed while frvine ta
swallow gome spoonfuls of soup, hall
of which she spiiled in the effort:_

«Angd is this what I killed mysalf for
—to raise my sons?”’ L .
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‘ot

' Then, roughly, the great lad thun.
dered out: . C C

«I'd better never been born than be
what I am!
one, just & while ago, it just gave my
blood one turn!

«J said to myself: That's what I'd
be, now.”

He leaped up from the table.

“‘See here! I've just made up my
mind that its best for me not to' stay

here, for I'd be reproaching you with |.

it from morning till night, and X'd
make life miserable for you. Youmay
just as well know it—TI'll never forgive
you, never forgive you for that!
Never!”

The old couple, tearful, dumfounded,
held their peace.

Ho went on again—

*No!—iust the thought of it is too
much to stand. No, I prefer to go and
make my living somewnere else!”

He opened the door. A gust of voices {,

entered. The Vallins were having a
jollification in honor of the returned
50D.

Then Charlot stamped his feet with
rage, and turning to his parents,
shouted at them:

‘“Louts! clowns!—look to’ your-
selves!” And he disappeared in the
night.

AN UNFORESEEN RESULT.

Avis Benton was a disappojnted girl.

It was true that she had succeeded
in compassing that visit to the city
which had for years been her hops and
ambition. But, as is too often the
case, the reality had fallen far short of
the anticipation.

«It’s all very pleasant,”® she admit~
ted to herself, ‘‘and Cousin Rebeces
and John are as kind as they can be,
but it isn’t what I thonght it was going
to be.”

In truth and in fact Avis Bad pic-
tured to herself a whirl of gay festivi-
ties—promenades by day, parties and
soirees by night; but it happened that
John Weldon, her second cousin, was
the foreman in a mammoth brass foun-
dry, and after a day’s toil naturally

referred the rest and quiet of his own
fireside, although he had taken Avis to
3 lecture or two at the Young Men’'s
Christian Association, and a gaiet stroll
through the galleries of the Academy
of Design.

Becky, his sister, was one of those
domestic humdram little women, who

Wher I saw the other ;

R IR
‘consider pudding-marKipg ‘and SPOCK-
ing-darning more necessary than strol
slong the crowded. thoroughfares, and
endless shopping excursions, )

No expedition _to the theatre had
been proposed; and of the apera, Avig}
one dream and aspiration, not & word
had been spoken until one evening she
herself spoke out. ;

«q ghould like to go to the opera,”
gaid she abruptly. .

John looked mildly from his news-
paper. Becky paused in the middle of
& geam. :

*‘The opera?”’ said John. “‘But that’s
1 very expensive place, Avis.’’

“‘Nobody but rich people can afford
the opera,’’ remarked Becky, resuming
her work,

«But just for once,” pleaded Avis.

_ John shook his head. ‘

It would hardly be consistent,”®
-gaid he.

«But did you never got*’ she urged.

«Never, Avis,”” he apswered.

“But you must have wanted to go?”

He smiled.

I try not to want things that Lcan’s
rd,” said he. )
evertheless, the nest morning he

t to the box-office of the Obpera
House and asked the price of seats for

that evenli&gdn

“Ten shillings,” the man indifferent-
ly answered.

JSohn Weldon stood amazed. '

“Have you no seats cheaper than
that?’’ he asked. :

*Nothing cheaper. 1ove on, please
—jyou're stopping the line,” said the
man impatiently.

And so John went back to the brass
foundry.

“Ten shillings for hearing a lot of
foreigners screech and squall!” said
John, who was not an aaorer of music.

- <Ten shillings for getting into a crowd

-.of fashionable people, who care no
more about you than if you were acab-
horse! I should like to have gratified
Avis’ fangy, but it’s quite out of the
question.”

Avis listened silently to his recital of
the morning’s adventure.

“Yes,” she said when he paused for
& reply, “‘the seats are dear. But Patti
always commands fancy prices,”

‘“DPd a deal sooner hear you sing
‘Kathleen Mavourneen,’*® said honest
John. !

“That shows how little you know

about musie,” sald Avis with otinge of
scorn in her voice, )
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AN UNFORSEEN RESULT. ‘ 11

* s know what suits me,” said thein-
weterately good humored brass-founder.

The next day, Rebedca-wanted some
slate-colored ribbon for a hat which
she was trimming over for the sscond
tixne. . -

*I must wait until afternoon,’* she
-8aid. *I can’t spare time to go cat this
morning.” T .

«Let me go for it, Becky,'” said Avis,
“It’s such a bright beautiful day, and
I am so tired of sitting in the house.

Rebeceadooked irresolute.

Do you think you can find your way
to Massey's shop?”’ gaid she. “Ldon’t
think you can match it anywhere else.”

“Of course I can,” said Avis. “Hav-
-en’t I been there half-a-dozen iimes al-
ready? Give me the sample.”

And, with the narrow slip of slate-
eolored ribbon in her purse, Avis set

-cheerfully forth. .

Soft and bland lay the spring sun-
shine on the pavements; shrill sounded
the voices of itinerant flower-vendors
down the street; and Avis {avoluntar-
ily hummed a tune as she moved, light-

ly alon,. ‘

For the first time since she had come
to London she felt s, longing to be in
the spring meadows at home, gathering
violets and dandeliogs, and watching
the frolics of the lambs.

Early though it was, however, there
was the nsnal crush and crowd at Mas-
sey’s, and it was some time before she
could get waited on.

When at last the little parcel and the
change came back to her, a penny
rolled away upon the floor.

She stooped to recover it, and there,
close to the counter, undor the feet of
the throng, lay two tickets, folded to-

ether, with little coupon checks dou-

led over.

¢Grand Italian Opera,’’ she read, as
she picked-them up. .

“Did you find the penny,miss?’? said
the attentive shop-gir

“«Yeg, I found it,”’ said Avis, with
her oheeks reddened, perhaps bystoop-~
in% as she turned and hurried away.

er heart beat triumphantly. Her
feet seemed winged.

Some good fairy had sent an answer
to her hopes and longings at last
What would John Weldon say?

At all events he could scarcely refuse
to be her escort, mow that reserved
seats were provided. And she pur-
chased a pair of primrose-colored kid

gloves, and & new lace frill for her

wegk, and came home with & heart as
light as a feather.. .

John was all amazement when Avis
triumphantly showed him the tickets.

«Avis, you did not buy these?’’ he
exclaimed. - .

“No, I didn't buy them,’” she said.
“You'll take me, John, won't vou?”

“Then where aid they come from?Z-’

“They were-—a preseat!”’ said Avis
with burning cheeks. . ;

John looked gravely at her. .

“And,’’ she added, ¢“I shall tuke it
gery unkind of you, John, if yourefuse
to escort.me.”’, ..

“Oh, I'll escort you fast enough,”
said John simply. *Ican'tsay I ap-
prove of opera-going for people in our
rank of life.”

*Qur rank of life, indeed!” flashed
Avis, I consider myself as good &s
anybody!”

“As good—yes!” assented Johu.
“But there is & fitness in all things,
Avis. 1It's only rich people thaf can
indulge themselves with so expensive
an amusement as the opera.” .

“Well,” said Avis brightly, let ue
play, just this once, that we are rich

eople. Patti shall warble us into
%Ivsium. and we'll foroet—a little
while, at least—that we belong to the
hive of working bees.” = .

“Do we want to forge. it. Avis?”

“Of course we do!”’ said 'Avis.

In very truth, the girl almost be-
lieved herself in enchanted land when
she sat that evening in the glittering
parquet of the Opera House, the
scented, diamond sparkling crowd
around her, the sound of the great can-
tatrice’s voice seeming te lift her into
boundless space.

+Oh, listen, John—listen!’ she eried
acstatically, «Oh, if I could always
live like this!” s )

The opera was ‘kanst,’’ and asPatti
stood trying on the fatal box of trin-
kets before the glass, and warbling the
delicious “Jewel Song,’’ Avis was
avoused from her trance of delisht by
s slight confusion in the adjoining
geats. o
A man had made his way through
the crowd, and laid his hand on John
Weldon’s shoulder with an authorita-
tive pressure, - :

«My friend,” he 5aid in & low voiee,
‘you are-wanted.” -
1eJ’ahn started up, white and breath-

33,

-

“Has anyﬂjin%,l’mppened?” sald he.

1

*Is my sister ill
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“Now don’t make a fuss,” said the
8 or, turning back the lapel of his
ooat far encugh to display s police-
man’s uniform.  *“‘And don’t play in-
nocent. It ain’t a-goin’ to pay. You
are arrested for stealing a lady’s purss,
and the quieter you come salong with
e the better it will be for all parties.”
-+ 8o John Weldon was taken away to
the station-house, and Avis was oar-
ried faintin%tout; into the lobby.

Was it & frightful vision? or what
was it that had thus blighted her dréam
of delight?

She was lying on the sofa the next
noon, her throﬁﬁng head bandaged in
cold water, her heart full of sick ter-
ror, when the door opened, and in came
Rebecea.

“You have been to the police-court?”
said Avis, starting up. *‘Oh, what did
they say? What does it all mean®”’

«It's all right enough,” said Rebec-
cs, 8l wly. “No thanks to you, though,
Avis Benton! It’s you and your sense-
less pride that have brought this dis-
graceupon 8 man who was never yet
put to shame before his fellow-crea-
$ures! You see, there was a robbery
at Massey’s yesterday morning—alady
lost her purse with fifteen pounds, a
pair of diamond earrings, and these
two opera tickets in it. And the thief,
jt's likely flung away the tickets, lest
they should be a clue to track him, and
the Evil One put 'em directly in your
way, Avis Benton. For the lady knew
the numbers, and the police were set
on the track to see who presented the
tickets!®

“I—X am very sorry,” sighed Avis
with a shudder.

*But just as they were cross-exam-
ining poor John,’’ added Rebecca, “in
comes the resl thief, who had pawned
the earrings, and had the notes still
unchangeg in his possession. And he
confessed everything, and of course
John was exonerated from all blame.’?

Iq he coming back here?'’ said Avis
faintly.

«Not until evening, of course. Why
should he? Hasn't he his business to
attend to?”

«f.ebecca went away upstairs, and
when she cume back the sofa was
ginpty, and a little note lay on the tae

8.

“Pear Repecea.” itanid, “Ihavegonohome,
1 thank you for _your kindness, but { could
not stay to face John after 2ll my Zolly, and
2he troubig in which I have involved him,
Please ask bim to Torgive poor 8,”

She was sitling in the farmhouse

door, three days aftoward, feeding the-
brood of little golden, ducklings that
crowded with soft chirpings arolnd
her, when a step sounded on the soft
grass, and the garden-gate olicked
ohggrfnlly. q

o started up with a ory of joy.

*Oh, John!”p SRk )

Ho held out both hands.

. “You are glad to see me, AvisP" said
e.

“Not if you have come to reproach
me as I deserve,” murmured Avis,
bursting into tears.

“Never that, dear,’ said honest John,
still retaining the cold little hand in
his. *I've come to tell you how lonely
the old house seems without you. I've:
come to ask you to go back there with
me as my wife, Will you, dear AvisP’’

“Oh, John! But Rebecca?”’

“Don’t worry about Rebecca,” said
Jqhn, cheerily. “Rebecca says she
didn’t know, until you were gone, how
terribly she should miss you. Answer
me, Avis, will you go back with me?”

And Avis, averting her eyes, whis-
pered, “Yes.”

So our little country lasswent to the
city to live, after all.

But she never again asked her hus
band to take her to the opera.

After all, as John said, “There was
& fitness in thingsd'

Tae Supreme Council of the A. A.
Scottish: Kite, for the Soathern Juris-
diction of the United States, at its
last annual session, determined to-
raise $10,000 a year for five years,
for the purpose of establishing a
home for the widows and orphans of
members of that jarisdiction.
Through this and other sources,
it is proposed to raise $500,000,
when the buildings will be erected
and furnished for the purposes in-
tended, and the interest on the prin.
cipal used in providing for the needy.
Gen. Gilmour Meredith, of Baltimore,
Md., was elected treasurer, and has
alreadyreceived one donation of $500;
and a paid life policy for $2,000.
This is the kind of Masonry that has
the ring of charity in it.— Masonic
Advocate.
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REDISTRIBUTION OF DISTRICTS.

‘We give up considerable space in
this issue of Tee Crarrsmax, to the
report of the committee appointed by
the M. W. the Grand Master
to consider and recornmend some
gocheme by which the Distriols
could be equalized and made less
ounibersome than they are ab pres-
ent. It is guite evident that the
committee have given a great deal of
time to the work entrusted to them,
and we know from experience the
task was no light one. That a few
changes will be necessary we have no
doubt, but Grand Lodge now has a
soheme before it, from which a satis-
factory arrangement of the Distriots
can be made that will cover the
wishes of the lodges for some years.
Before being finally adopled, we hope
the whole subject will be carefully
considered, and we would suggest
that a meeting of each of the Dis-
triots take place, toconsider the report
before final action is taken upon if.
The representatives of each District
have the practical knowledge of their
own territory which the committes
could not be expected to possess, as
absoluately correct information cannot
be obtained from msaps.

Tae Grand Liodge of New Jersey
is already in the 100th year of its
existence, having held: its 99th annual
communication in the Magonic Hall,
Trenton, on the 27-28 January last,
antder the Presidency of M. W. Bro.
J.'W. Congdon, Grand Master.

AN AMERICAN VIEW OF THE
QUEBEC-ENGLAND DIFFICULTY.

‘We noted, in our last issus, the
faot that the M.W. Grand Master of
England had withdrawn the patent of
the Representative of this Grand
Lodge, near the Grand Xodge of
Dlinois, on account of Ilinois having
declared herself on the side of the
Grand Lodge of Quebeo.

Since then, we have received a rd«
port of the Proceedings of the
United Grand Lodge of England,
at its session, last month, when the
above action was recommended to
Hie Royal Highness, the Graud
Maeter.

We find, in the Procesdings, a
number of things dore, which are
fully up to the standard of this Grand
Body, and which reflect great credit
upon it.

For instance, the unanimous re-
election of the Prince of Wales as
Grand Master, was & good and pro-
per thing to do.

Again, the donation of 200 guineas
to the fand for the relief of the un-
employed, and which gift was made at
the suggestion of the M.W, G. M., was
a noble act, worthy of the Grand Body
from whom it emanated, and the
adoption of the report of the Board
of Benevolence, in which they show-
ed that during the past quarter they
had given relief to individual bro-
thers, or their widows, to the amount
of £1,400,—or, in round numbers,
$7,000,—fully shows that the hearts
of the members of the Grand Lodge
are fally imbued with the principle
«Chdrity,”—at least, in so far as it
relatos to the relief of the impecun- .
ious brother.
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“A1l the above-resorded dots ard re-
dolent with Masonry, as it ought &l-
ways to be, and ag such have our
hearty approval. o

We come now to the matter allad-
ed to at the commencement of this
homily, and we. would be glad if we
could give our. brethren credit for
gaod deeds in this respeot.

The matter was brought before the
Grand Lodge, by the ¢ Colonial
Board,” in the following words:—

«TheColonial Board have to report
to Grand Lodge, that they have had
brought under their notice, an official
copy of & circular issued by the Most
Worshipfdl Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of the State of Illinois,
TUnited States of America, dated 12th
November, 1885, and sent from that
Grand Lodge to the Grand Secretary
of the Grand Lodge of England.

t This edict is addressed to the
Jodges in obedience to the Grand
Lodge of 1llinois, and recites a resolu-
tion of that Grand Lodge, to the effect
that certain lodges existing in the
Province of Quebec, and not holding
allegiance to tlie Grand Lodge of that
Province, are illegal and irregular;
and charging the brethren of the
Grand Lodge of lilinois not to.hold
Masonic interecourse with such lodges,
or.with any members thereof, and the
Most Worshipful Grand Master of Ii-
linois thereon issues his edict aceord-
ing]y.tl

The report then proceeds to allude
to the matter of the correspondence
be't_yveen the respective Grand Masters
of Quebec and England, aud the sub-
sequent action of the Grand Liodge of
Hlinois, on receipt of the informstion
of 'the declaration of non-intercquise
beiween the brethren holding under
{hg G, L. of Quebeo, and tha three
lodges iv Montreal holding under the
@3 of England; also, noticing the
action of the G.L. of Illinois, in fol-

i e v v e e
‘loving: the -example. of Quebio. ‘IL*
then proce‘ed's‘thus:—— L

«Inasmuch as the sole ground “ur
thus ostracizing the three lodges, is
their-.continued allégiande to ' tha-
Grand Lodge of England, the Colo-
nial Board feels bound: to submit -fo
Grand Lodge that it would .not bs,
congistent that diregt relationshuip. .
should continue to exist betwegn 1t
and the-Grand Iiddge of Illinois, and-
that the astion of that body inthug
intervening, leaves no other comras.
open than to vindicate the undoubted. .
rights and privileges of this Grand
| Liodge, by recpectfully recommending
| to the Most Worshipfal Grand Mas-
| ter;that he shoald withdraw the pa- -
tent issued by .him to .the brother
representing this Grand ILodge at
that of Illinois, and should call on
the brother who represents that Grand
Lodgs here, to return the patent ap-
pointing him its representative; and
this they submib accordingly.”

(Sigoed),

- Jomx AnrtmONY RuUCEER,

President.

If the quotation above given had
begun thus: —“Inasmuch as the sola
ground for thus ostracizing the three
lodges, is the fact that they, or &
portion of them, have violated the

rights of the lodges holding under
the Grand Lodge of Quebeo, by ac.
cepting—yea, even inviting material
not deemed of sufficient good quality
to be ueed by them—then we could
have given our indorsement thereto.”

However, it is immaterial, the fiat
has gone forth, and for a little time,
at least, the Grand Liodges of Illinoig
and Ergland will not *speak as they
pass by,” . : : L

As soon as the report had been
resd, and its adoption been moved by
Bro. Rucker, the Tllinois Represénta-
tive-of Ilinois:xushed #o'$he front-to
sk his -Joyalty-by seconding.ths
motion, ond-resigning his pgtens, and,
“go the matter. was settled, go far as
Grand Lodge was concerned.
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haimmediately rushes. into grint: to.
-vindioate, so to speak, the. action of
the Grand Lodge. Writing to The
Freemason; hie sayst— ' !

«Dgar Siz anp Bio.:——Members of
-Grand-Lodge-canno}t he insensible to
the affront pffered to.i by the Grand
Liodge, of the American State of Il
linois; in stigmatizingthe three-lodges.
at- Montreal which are under Knglish
jurisdiction as: illegel, irregular, and
recusant lodges, and.interdioting Ma-
gonio relations with them. . The gra-
vaman of the allegation is this—these
threa lodges: were established from.
fifty to ‘sixty years ago; their mem-
bers are Englishmen;  theit offence i, -
that they will not renounce, their gl-

legiance to theiGrand-Lodge of Eng- |-

land—their mother Grand Lodge—to
which-they: continup to make regular
returns,and look to it-for.pupport and
advice in . dificulties. The Grand

Lodge of Fngland is. powerful and|.

dignified; its Masonic authority -ex-
tends over the four quarters of the

globe; but it is because it is thus

powerful and widely extended that it
1s jealous of its prerogative, and-can-
unob-afford that the weakest or the re-
motest of its allied brethren should
be treated as usurpers, as irregular
Masons, ag illegal pretenders. Gen-
uine coin cannot be stamped as coun-
terfeit with impunity, and it is to
vindicate this principle with, regard
to$he St. Paul, 8t. George, and St.
Lawrence lodges ab Montreal, that
Grand- Lodge on Wednesday, took
prompt and unanimons-action.

: Buaorsroye Baxeg, PyGi/B.,:
Lafe: Representative in England of

the Grand Lodge of Llinois, U,8.4,”

The.above effusibh is simply-an at-

tortph to' throw fiie’ Blame whigre.if

-doga:napbelong; and duxther, ikgeeme:
toms liks o bid for office,- It will _be-

perceived thit:the.hrother-aighs hin:

gelf P.G.D., and also seems to take &

‘faot that he is late Reprosentative to
1.the @, T, vof Jilinols, &8 uch 49 t6
| give..a hint, fhat having held idwa
positions . of honor, and bsing.now
out, .thera ought.to be something
found for-him to'do. - o

R

We ara sorry to find- our well-

allowing his anger to.get -the . batéer
of his judgment in regard to thia
mabtey; - - o e

He must be considerably exercised
over the affair, when he allows him-
gelf to encroach on the territory
heretofore occupied by-our misguided
‘Chicsgo brother, .viz., the use of
abusive language t3 those who differ
frota them. :

R
It pains us much fo find our bro-
ther—usually so digtified and proper
in his language-+stooping to the use
of such unfraternal terms as the fol-
lowing :— ..

«Unfortunately, the Grand Liodge
of the latter (Quebec) is so-eaten up
with vanity, and so impressed with
the belief that some.grievous calamity
will "befall the Magonic world, if i6
does not make ‘its pregence felt in
quarters wheré its presence is sure
to be the revarse of weleome, thab
the hope of its ever leaving -pther
people alone is long past praying
for. It is no ‘good. attempting $o
argue with the Quebed anthorities,
for if thera-is ond thihg more than
another whieh they abominate, it is .
argument; the sheer -brate. foree -of
‘ingolent . assertion:.. they. love, <hub

| argumeny they. detestu.. It is-ad-gdod:
. | sppealing to their:common:sense,for:

they have none; neither do . they-am-

silence,.for, in’ their-opinion, silenps
in the presence.of boldimnscrupuloas:
absertion, i3 nothing.else-than a-ai

'Ware_nob the.aage; Hox is 3t anyfeal
of otich if Onabor Ty fla
into conflict with a heavier and more

‘

boloved brothiér of The Freemasom -

dergtand and appreciate-the virluewf -

| of weslmesd.. . We. heartily w_mh_».ﬁhz; :
gl
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zeputable body than itself, finds it is
somewhat rudely ehaken, and its toes
severely ¢trodden upon.”

Well, we think that Quebes can
fako pretty good care of its own toes;
and further, we are of the opinion,
that the “heavier and raore reputable
body” is the one whose ‘toes” or
corns, or gome other equaliy tender
pert, has received a ghock.

Again, he says:—

“Qnebec has always had a soml
above condition, and what is infinite-
Iy to its discredit, & soul above such
paltry considerations as thosc of
honor.”

Said we not truly, that somebody,
and that somebody not the Graund
Yiodge of Quebec, had got very severe-
1y hurt.

The above language from our bro-
ther confirms our words. Near the
cloge of the article ~ur good brother
says:—

*“Ag we huve said befere, all will be
well if Quebec will have the kind-
mess to mind its own business.”

‘Well now, dear brother, don’t you
know very well that it is because Que-
bec has been, and is now, doing that
very thing, that she is being perse-
outed; but we ocan assure you, and
all others concerned, that she will
continue on in the course she has
1aid down, and that after the 1st day
of July next, not only will the three
lodges in Montreal be ostracized, but

the Grand Lodge of England also;
and farther, the said Grand Lodge of
England will not only he ostracized
byQuebec, but the wholéof the Grand
Tiodges of these United States will
{all in line, and each build a fence be-
tween you and themselves. |

Since the above was written, we |
have seen a telegraphic repvrt— !
which, however, we have not the time !

to verify—to the effect that the G. is.
of England has declared that their
action will not be éxpected to sever-
fraternal relations between the indi.
vidaal lodges.—Masonic Chronicle;
Columbus, O.

O

THF RIGHT TO REJECT A
CANDIDATE.

It has often heen our duty, and i$-
is by no means an agreeable one, to
oall attention to the number of class:
lodges that have of late sprung into
existence, each of which has the
ostensible and avowed object of pro-
moting the interests of & ocortain
sohool of thought. And it must
occur to every right balanced mind,
that! when sooial, political, or other-
orotohets are regarded as a primary
consideration, or even placed on the
level of sur Masonie principles, there-
is great danger of such lodges degen-
erating into the regions of partisan-
ship, and of their being wielded for
the personal interests and purposes
of a party or cligune. It has beem
recently deplored, that mors than ore-
Masonic lodge has been atilized for
the aggrandisemer$ and assistance of
a political faction, and that it has
been Jargely made use of in promot-
ing ths candidature of brethren seek-
ing parliamentary benefits. -We
have, in reference to this subject,
pointed out that when once the gold-
en rule is broken, and politics are ad-
mitted within the portals of & Masonic
lodgs, its inflaence for good must of
necessity be stultified, and that con-
troversy and discord must inevitably
take the place of harmony and peace.
‘We have no foar that this evil will be
permitted to xua far into our systein,
for its only tendenoy would be to sap
Freemasonry of that whichk the
brethren hold most dear, &s to ifs
universality and cosmopolitan equal-
ity. The stmosphere of a Masonie
lodge must not be vitiated by diepn-
tation, nor should & shadow of the

friction of parties be'found within its

.alls. There are again other lodges-
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founded upon principles that were
never contemplated by the oraft, and
:amongst theso are the go-called tee-
total lodges, of which several have
“been established within the lasgt three

or four years. We have all along
contonded that such a distinotive

title and profession, is not conso-
nant with the Constitations of our
‘Order, nor is it conclusive or satisfac-
tory as to tho composition of such
Jodges. Wo are fully aware, that in
some at least of the ¢ temperance ”
Todges, the members are not all rigid
abstainers from intoxicating liquors;

_just the same as ‘there are professed

teefotallers included in the mem.ar-
ghip of lodges who practice convivi-
ality and hospitality amongst their
tenets. It does not stand to reason,
then, that & man who joins a teeto-
4al lodge must perforce be a total
abstainer, any more than that men
who eschew the generous grape
-ghould be excluded from these socie-
ties who mingle mirth with their
pleasures ‘“‘across the walnats and
the wine.” We do not say that
lodges of this particular olass are
generally to be ocondemned, and,
secing they are in existence, they
must, as a matter of justice and
necessity, be recognized. It should
be borne in mind that due respect
must be paid to the absolate tenets
of the persons who comprise these
Todges, and our remarks on this sub-
Jject are called forth by certain mat-
ters that transpired recently at Man.
-chester, in conneoction with the Cal-
Jender Lodge. As reported in our
-issne of the 20th ultimo, & gentle-

-man was proposed as & candidate for.

initiatio. who had been refused—a
fow weeks previously—by the Wolse-
Tey Lodge, which, as our readers
know, was the first “teetotal” lodge
instituted in this country—becanse of
‘the oconpation he was engaged in,
nameély:—because he was a publican
by trade  Ar eminontly satisfuctory
account wasg given of the antecedents
-of the applicant, whose nomination
vwas supported by several brethren of

the lodge, and in the end the ballot
was unanimously in fayor, go that the
aspirant for participation in the mys-
tories and. {)rivi!eges of Freemasonxy
stands no’ longer “ont in the cold.™
The question here very -naturally
orops up, &8 to whether it was right
for a publican to force himself upon a
professedly temperance lodge. It
transpized that the person referred to
was born in a public-house, and on
the death of his father, the widow
‘“gold out,” and took her family of
five children to America, where they
gettled on .& farm thirty miles from

any other dwelling. This particular

son was engaged, through the civil
war of Amerios, in fighting for the
country of his adoption, and at the
close of the straggle he returned to
Manchester. Being without any
ocoupation or trade, and as & matter
of course having to make a living,
he commenced the only business
with which he was at all asquainted,
that of & publican. In that business
he suceseded, and by his condnst se
gained the good wishes of his follow-
citizens, that he was requested by~
them to allow himsslf t¢ be nominat~
ed as a candidate for the Town Coune
cil of Salford, free of expense to him-
gelf. This honor he declined, but &
greater honor—that of becoming &
Freemason—was uppermost in his
desire, and with this view he svught
admission into the Wolselsy Lodge.
Why it was that he was advised to
endeavor to enter the craft across the
threshold of & testotal lodge, is &
mystery to us, and we can soarsely
be surprised at the rebuff which me%
him on his attempt to obtain ar em-
trance by sach & door. We can
easily imagine the discussion which
sauch & nomination weuld excite in the
Wolseley Lodge, the members of
which might lean to the opinion, that
although the testimony as to the
character of the applicant might hawa
been all that.could be desired, yet the
basiness he was engaged in waa anch
as to render it inadvisable to admib
him, Ve repeat that the would-be
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Jbrother had little reason fo be sur:

ised at his rejeotion; indeed, it was
{g;s, only nat‘ur:l otgome of the in-
consideraté eonngel: to which he had
listened fromi his. tiominator and
goponder, whom we a¥e; thus led, to
Jufer_ are not rigid advooatés of the
principles .espaused by the 'Wolseley
Liodge,, It iq appatent, on:the face of
the-circumstinces we have narrated,
that s publican had na right to be
nopiinated to jpu‘;:,a, tegtotal 1o los;
for, granting that-this man bore a
high character for yespactability, and
that his antecedents wera .all -that
eould be deired, still it was- hardly
epnsistent that he should seek to in-
frinde into & sopiety whose prineiples
weére so diametrically at varignce
with his own, and the avocation in
which he was engaged. When it
became kuown  that, the candidature
was objectionable to miny members
of tho lodge, the most sensiblé—in-
deed, the only reasonable—ogurse to
have adopted, was to withdraw the
Tomination, and thus not only have
#pared the candidate the humiliation
of 3111 adverse ballot, but the brethren
of the lodge also the pain of being
conscientiously. -obliged to “gill" one
who-was desjrous of joining them. A
man whose sole.occupation is the sale
of intoxicating liguors, has no resson
0 feel aggrieved if Jhe_in rejected by
8.bddy of roen, who are pronopnced
in their opposition .tg his .proclivities
and trade. It wonld have displayed
& much greater amount of taok and
discrefion, had the brethren who
ndéminated and geconded the wenld-
e candidate withdrawn his .name as
®on as they. discovered “how the

dand lay.” The guestion arising from:

his episode, is whether, seeing thata
Jectota] lodge -is in .existence and

warranted, with thix specific abject.
an view, it was _becom,lngvthahsnclia,
t

candidate should ba forced:upon the

Eg'ng ors, If men choosd to unitedn

o¥n ideas.of sobriety, and. isolation

S1om, the ‘‘cnps, that cheey” and do-

Szebyisie, by aliimepns they have a

ﬁu Vs ) :‘,,’!, denie o i PRI B
b ettt s N ’ N

‘right

18: ngy: for the promoticu .of their

LAY U B WA

to do sp;.and this persistent
effort to intrfdnc,e & candid ‘_tg‘_o,gh 3
avhcation xamod, looks 'fvety‘ mudh
‘lisxe.axf, attompt to ibsert %Be‘ tHid énd
of .the wedje,to upget alt their prp-
yions arrapgements. It is a fagh,
which will' b adiitted genersily,
that licenséd victuallers, as o body,
axe & most respeotably’ clasy of men,
4nd deserying of all respect; but the
puzzle is' to kngty twhy ode of ‘thém

ghould be so desirotla of joining .a

 16dge whbre men of his ilk and ¢hll-

ing are natqrally objests '(ifi)?,fversipn.
Sonts iuteresting intérchangé. of
thought on this subjeot, and' the in-
fluence of thése olass lodges 'id gén-
eral, may Be elicited, and e shall be
very éﬁud‘ to hear what our corrée-
pondénts may have to-say on the
points *'raised by "the Manchester
epigole.—Lw. o

A NIGHT FOR THE LADIES.

To the gallantry of the French
lodge mist be gseribed, the honor .of
the intradustion of o Ladies’ Night
in Montreal. Other lodges hava had
their “At Homes” and “Socials,”
when varioue kinds of amusements
were availed of for the entertainment
of their fair guests, but the lodge
Goeurs Unis, No. 45, Q. R., seems to
have siruck out on a ney, track,
which other lodges are not likely to
lose sight of, . .

"On Apri| 28th, the lodge.assembled
at the nsual hour for business, bnt
anything-that could be deferred till
the next evening was dispensed with.
About mine o'clock the M. W, the
Grand Master of the Grand Liodge.of
Quebte, was angounced by the Grand
Director of Ceremonies, Bro, Joseph
Martin, when the door of the lodge
was opened and the Grand Master
entered, acoompanied by his Grand.
Lodge ogicg:s,,,gpd was enthusiastic-
‘allyeceived by the members present;.
giving the grand honors in the, ok
time-honored way, taking their time
from W. Bro. Da Maisoncure, who
officiated on this pleasant. occasiqn,

RS TN a0y
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“and performed the duties of host in a
mobt ‘dgréenbld: manner. - This ‘daty
was no sinecure: for, on account of

-the presénce of sd nidny English-
gpealsing brethren, almost everything
that ‘was said in French, had to be
ropeated in English for their benefit,
agd the facility with which he chgng-
ed from Hrench to English was a
thing to be geen to be appreciated.
No word:painting of mine oan illus-
frato it. :

.~The M. W. in taking his place,
thanked the brethrem 4&n his usual
graceful style, for the oordiality
of the reception he had met with,
and  announced his determination,
if it could be accomplished during
his texm of office, to pay an official
visit to every lodge working under
Quebec authority, and ociting as &

_precedent in this connection the acts
of M. W. Bro. Williamm Mercer Wii-
gon, of the Grand Lodge of Canads,
whose views in this matter had been
confirmed by the action.of our honor-
ofd first Grand Master, M, W. Bro.
Jobn H. Graham, who had followed
out the same course as far as it was
possible to do. Other items of inter-
est {0 Quebec Masons were made
mention of, and as the Grand Master
asemed to possess the entente cordiale
of the brethren, nothing seemed to

_ be omitted that they were desirous of
Inowing at this juncture,

The G. M. having retarned the
gavel to the W. M., the work ‘was pro-
ceeded with and the lodge closed;
the W. M. nominating several mem-
bors of the lodge to go down stairs
and escort to the lodge-room & bevy
of 1adies, who had béen in Wwaiting
in the rooms below. The door was
opened and the ladies appeared in
the lodge-room, all the brethren hav-
ing been requested fo keep their
seats. The novelty of the situation
amust have been productive of guite.a
variety of emotions to many of the
brothren, and it was an amusement
to watch the expressions.on the va-
rious fages: some amused, somse
puzzled, some appalled,.a$ the novel-

ty of having ladies in the lodge-rnpm.
Hotwever, I am pleaged to bu ab s to
redord the fact that no disasli. op-

‘sarred In consequence of the in.ovg-

tion.. The St. Lawrence still kept
on its even course to the sea; we
were not visited by & cyclone; nor
hiad we any relapse of the disastrous
flobd ‘vhich lately visited us. -
" The ladies then took their seats
ariong.the brethren for a few minuteg,
to give them a better opportunity fo
view the beauties of a lodge room
when 8all present adjourned to the re-
freshment rooms below, where a
bountiful spread of good things was
waiting on the groaning tables. The
business of replenishing the inner
man and woman was. then attended
to till the first toast of the evening,
“sthe Queen and the Craft,” was duly
honored, the brethren singing “God
Save the Queeén” in good style. Next
came the toast of the *‘Grand Lodge
of Queleo,” which again drew forth
the enthusiasm of the brethren, who
honored the toast as only Quebec
Masons know how to honor this toast,
for be it known that at no period of
the history of the oraft in Quebeo,
has it presented such a golid bond
of union as to-day cemepls it to-
gether, The M. W. replied at length
to this toast, feeling cheered by the
loyalty of the brethren, and drew af-
tention to the lawfulness of our ox-
ganization, as well as its landable-
ness; trastihg that the divine teach-
ings of the craft would go on spread-
ing until they had embraced the
whole brotherhood of man. The G.
M. was followed by the Grand Treas-
urer, Grand Secretary, Grand Regis-
trar, and D.D.G.M., all of whom ex-
pressed their pleasure in being pre-
sent, in terms highly complimentary
to the entertaining lodge. The Grand
ogistrar, in the course of his re-
merks, made reference to the East-
ern Stareystem of Adoptive Masonry,
trusting soonto see 1t in Canada.
Grand Deacon Wait gracefally re-
plied in Frewer, and was folliwed by

| W: Bro. H. Gioper, who being ca'led
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ofi, gave one of his highly-amusing
800gs from his large repertoire, much

to the gratification of the brathren, ‘

who hdartily joined in the chorus.
The toast of ““the Visiting Brethren”
was dualy honored, and elicited replies
from R.W. Bro. Le Messn.sier, W.
Bro. Aspinall (of Antigui’y), instead
of a speech entertaining the brethren
with a humorous song. V. W. Bro.
Brown slso replied in Frenoh. The
toast of «“The Ladies™ was daly hon-
ored, by the brethren singing ““They
are jolly good lasses”—a fact it
‘would not have been safe for any one
{o express any scepticism about under
})eqalty of a broken head. One of the
adies favored us with a song in
French, which was rendered in &
charming manner, and drew forth an
-cutburst of applause from the breth-
ren. Some of the members of the
Ceeurs Unis also displayed their
anusioal ability in a masterly man-
ner, one brother in particular, whose
pame I did not catch, being encored
for his splendid rendering of & song
with a chorus of wonderful sounds.

A newly-married English lady, a.

-dsughter of a well-known Mason
{oan any brether tell me the feminine
form of Lewis?) being called on to
$ing, provided a substitate, by getting
her husband to take her place with
the approbation of the brethren.
Next came the jast toast of the even-
ang, “Happy to meet, sorry to part,
happy to meet again,” and a highly
delighted company dispersed at the
hour of low 12, after singing God
Save the Queen and Auld Lang
Syne. Yours dc., X,

Bro. e Hon. Hevey Liovp, the
present G. 8. Warden of the Grand
Lodge of Maryland, is the Governor
of the State.

Bro. Liorp Waxntace, has given
twenty acres of land at Blawbary,
near Wallingford, England, for the
gite of the Gosdon Memorial Indas-
trial Schools.

CANADIAN MASONIC NEWS.

We find the following letter from
our illustrious Bro. Emra Holmes, in
the London Freemason :—

GRFEAT PRIORY OF CANADA AND S00T-
TISHE TEMPLARS,

To the Editor of the Iresmason.

Dsar B1r anp Broraer,—If you will
refer to my letter on this subject, you
will gee I asked you to lay before zouz
readers the published staternents of
the Great Priory of Canada and alse
of the Soottish Templars in Canads.
I think if you will find space for the
case of both Templar bedies in your
columns, you will greatly interest
your readers, who, notwithstanding
your “logical conclusions,” will, ¥
doubt not, acquit me of presumption,
and agree in thinking the Scottisi
Templars will strengthen their posi-
tion by joining Great Priory, on the
prinoiple, as I have said before, that
“Union is Strength.” Trasting to
your well-known fairness fo insert
this,—I am, yours fraternally,

BEyra Horyzs, K.C. T,
Tapresentative of Great Priory.

Guernsey, March 29th.

The question of eresting a Masonis
Home, under the suspices of tha
Grand Lodge of Quebes, is being
considered by the lodges of that
jurisdiction, with every prospect, we
are informed, of a favorable result.

Scone another for Quebes. The
aotion of the Grand Chapter of Liou-
is. yna adds another to the inoreasing
lisy of disapprovals of the action of
the English Grand Bodies. From
present appesrancas, there will not ke
meny American Grand Bodies in Jel-
lowship with our brothers “over the
water” by the end of the prosent
year.—Masonic Chronicle.



- ?

REDISTRIBUTION OF MASONIC DISTRIOTS,

1z

REDISTRIBUTION OF MASONIC

DISTRICTR,
To the Most Worshipful the Grand 'Master,

o « s and Nembers of the Grand Lodge

of Ca s—

The committee appointed by ths Most
Worshipiul the Grand h§zster, at the lasb
annual Communication of Grand Lodge, to
deal with the question of the redistribution
of the thirteen Masonio districts, in this
jurisdiction, beg to report that they have
caretully considered the subject, and after
receiving the suggestiona from many past
and present Grand officers, as well as from
‘Jodges, as to the beet plan of redistribution,
they fraternally offer to Grand Lodge the
result of their labours, The committee have
made the px‘o%osed changes, with the bext
interests of the craft in view, regardless
of any local or sectional feeling that
might prevail, with a single desire to so
reiieve the districts and so reducs their ex»
tent that the vanious District Deputy Grand
Masters may” be able with certainty to
perform the work of visitation, and from
personal observation, report on the condie
tion of the order in each locality where
the seeds of Masonry are being sown, where
the saplings require the * nurturing
hand. and in the crait centres where
the old lodges— the giant oaks of
Magonyy—prosper, beacons of light and ex-~
ample tothose who circle around our mystic
altars, whether in the crowded cities or the
quiet hamlets, In order to oblain as far as
_possible opinions from every.part of the
jurisdiction, the commistee prepared a
comprehensive circular giving the reasons
for the appointment of this committee, as
stated in the reports of the Committee on
the Condition of Masonry for yeare past,
and requesting those brethren who might
interest themselves and favour the come
mittee with information to bear in mind
that the proposed redistribution was in-
tended to be of a permanent character, so
as toserve the requirements of the craft
for years to come ; that the additional ex-
pense of new districts was of great im.
portance, and that due economy should be
exercised, and that railway and other
facilities of travel should mainly govern the

ouping of lodges, so that District Deputy

rand Masters might feel assured that
4n undertsking the daty allotted them, all
lodges wonld be visited The committes
appended to the circular extracts from the
“District Deputy Grand Masters’ reports,
.gince 1879, avd had copies sent to all
lodges in the jurisdiction, to every membex
of the Board of General Purpgses, and to all
Past District Deputy Grand Masters since
X881, About filty replies were received to
these circulars, and every suggestion was
duly and carefully weighed by the com-

‘Istion of the old.distiiots averaged 1,450

'Canads Southern,

mittes, The averagé number of lodkes im
the old dutrioto was 27 : by the proposéd
redivtribnticn iv fs 21. The Masonic vopn=
sim
the dpropqsad'midizt:ibntion, 1,116. 1o pro-
ceeding to consider the question, the coms
mittee décided fo revise on the followicg
plan :— oo

ist. To ignore altogether municipal,
garlxsmentaty and geographical limits and

oundaries. :

2ad, To goonp the lodges, 50 as to bring
those in each aistrict within easy distance
of ene another. and thus make them acces-
sible to a District Deputy Grand Mastes,
no matter in what section of the district he
might reside.

3rd. To have, in an‘avs*ug the lodges, due
regard vo railway linza and stage faciliti s.

4th. Teequalizs the districts a8 much 2
possibie, both in extent of Masonic territory
and membership.

The committee began with the weaterm
district of St. Clair, going east and north s
the following order :—

ST. CLATR DISTRICT.

The southern portion of this district,
south ot the Great Western division of the
Grand Trunk Railway, covers tervitory 78
miles from west to east, with an average
width from north to south of 8Cmiles. The
reporte from different sources and the
Masonic map show that the means of com-
munication between the northern and
sonthern sections are limited, that the
centre portion, taking as the centre the
wownrhips of Sombra, Dawn aud Euphemis,
are very thinly settled and barren of
Masonic lodges ; that a D.D.G.M. residing
on the main line of the Graud Trunk Raik-
way, the Sarnia branch of the Great Wests
ern Railway, or the St. Ctair division of the
Canads Southern, would, to get to his
southern lodges, have either to.go west tx»
the United States, and take the Grand
Trank Railway, or east on the Grand
Trunk to the Crossing station of the
Grand Trunk and Londop, Huron and
Brace, taking the Iatter road to
Bomoka or London to get to the Grest
‘Western division of the Grand Trunk, and
to St. Thomas to reach the main line of the
Canada Southern ; and vice versa, a D.D.
G.M. residing on or south of the Grest
Western division of the Grand Trunk
Railway or the main line
wounld either have
to drive across the country; or go esst.
to Komoka, or west via Windsor, tlle United
States, and Grand_ Trun) Railway, te
vigit the northern lodges( Taking theme
facts into consideration, and safter repeated
cousultation and correspondence, with Re
W. Bro, Jobn Sinclair, District Deputy
Grand Master of St. Clair district, R. W.
FEro. Thomas C, Macnabb, and -others, the

of the .
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eommitte&b«elca:;ue%stliiﬁeddt}uit tgxe district.
ould dp easily divided, and feltithat in.cop-,
Bection mith the diviaion London digric e
well tould be reljgved. 'I_l}e,cqn;m;!: e have
thevefore divided St. Clair at a poing, three
miles gouth of the St. Clair division of the
Lhadpda Squthern Railway, creating in the.
southern division a new district tp Re called
Erie, with, as its northern boundary, all the-
Yodges south of, and including Wallaceburg,
Dresden and Florence, to Lake Erie,, west to
indsor and east to, and including, West
Torne—23 lodges in all.  Eight ot these,
Amberstbure, Essex Centre, Gomber, Til-
bary Centre, Ridgetown, Highgate, Rodney
and West Lorne, sre on the main line of the
Canada Southern ; nine of these, viz., Wind-
sor (2), Chatham (2), Thamesville, Bothwell,
Gleucoe, Newbury and Wardswville, are on
the Great Westecn division of 1the Grand
Trunk Railway  Three—viz., Wallaceburg,
Dresden and Blenheimm—are on the Erie and
Huron Railway, and three are reached by
stage line, viz,, Kingsville, twelve mles
southeast of Essex Centre, on the Canada
Sounthern; Leamington, five miles east of
Kingsville; and Florepce, six miles north-
west of Bothwell, on the G.eat Western
division of the Grand Tronk. Kingsville
and Leamington will be reached by ra:l next
year, when the Lake Erie, Essex and Dtroit
satlway is bumlt. The northern portion of
St. Clair district retains its name, and con-
“#ists of eighteen lodg s, the southern bound-
ary being Oil Springs, 2nd those lodges on
the St. Clair branch of the Canada Southern,
wiz., Moore (former!y Mooretown), Brigden,
©il Springs, Aivinston, Me bourne, and also
Mouut Brydges, on the Great Western divi~
sion of the Grand Trunk. its eastern bound-
ary; the St. Clair river the western boundary;
and the three lodges on the Grand Trunk,
wiz., Camlachie, Forest and Thedford, as the
northern boundary : the centve of the district
deing composed of lodges on the Sarnia
“branch of the Grand Trunk, at Sarma,
‘Wyoming, Petrolia (2), Watford, Strathroy
{2). Napior and A kona, the two latter being
the ouly lodges to be vinted by stage—
Napier, six miles sonth-west of Strathroy, on
ghe Sarnia division of the Grand Trunk, and
Arkona, seven miles south of Thedford, on
‘the Grand Trunk, or eight miles from Wat-
Ford, on the Sarnia division of the Grand
Trank Railway By the above grouping,
St. Clair bas been divided, and London
district relieved of five lodges grouped into
8t. Clair, and five into Erie. In the old St,
Ciair district there were 31 lodges, under the
xevision there are 41 lodges, of which 18
are in St. Clair, and 23 w Erie. The old
8t. Clair dstrict extendéd 72 mi'es frym
e3¢ to west, and an average of miles
From north to sou*h. and bad a Masome mem-
bership of 1,460, and covered abont 2,300
aguare miles, Tug neyw dmstricy. of Epje

AN NANGE D

EERER R R R LAY
-embraces 96-miles from east to -west;with.

‘am average brepdthr- of, 30 1 milesy ihyyi
Mdsouxc%'nom%ifbipr&f (1.0,3 ‘9 z;}nd‘ TUvers
about 2,500 squate_miles.

The new district
of. St. Olair extands from epst tq; weat.4S.
.mileg, ang frow, north.to septh sn. average
of 30 muiles, having a Masonic,membership
of 834, and covers about 1,2Q0 square, miles.
HURON DISTRICT. o

Proceeding north, Huron distriot, which
“had origwally 28 lodges, has been divided
into two districts, viz., North apd South:
Hurop, gad re-cast as follows: All the
lodges north of Blyth, Brussels and Lis-
towel, have been placed in North Huron.
All nre un the lines of the Toronto, Grey
& Bruce and the Wellington, Grey &
Bruce railways, except Tiverton, distant
ten miles, north-east from Kincardine, with
a daily stage to that powt. YWhen the
railway hok is comploted next year from
Wingham to Glecannan, it will greatly
accelerate iravel from the north-east or
sou h-west part of this district. South Huron:
consists.of all lodges south of Goderich and
Clinton’ that were in the old Huron dis-

igt. London has been relieved by taking
in Park Hill, Ailsa Craig and Lucan, and
as it will be convenient and equ=lize the
work New Hamburg and  Badep
bave been detached from Wellington.
All these ?odges are also on railway lines;
except Zurich, which has a daily stage
to Hensall, six miles west, on the London,

Huron & Bruce railway, and Smith’
Hill by stage daly, from God.
erich, -six miles distant. Huron

district covers a large extent of ter-
ri.ory, beihg over 120 miles from north to
south, and an average of 40 miles from east
to west. The lodges bhave never been all
visited during the term of a D.D,G.M.;
except when the cifice was held by R. W,
Bro. De Witt Murtyn, and R. W; Bro.
Rupert claims that it is impossible for a
D.D.G.M. to do justico to the lodges, us it
would take nearly six weeks to visit all,
The Huron district had 28 lodges, the re-
vised districts have—Nortn Huron 17, and
South Huron 16 lodges, The old Huron
distric* had » Masonic membership of 1,379
and covered about 5,885 square miles.
North Huron has now 2 m mbership of
132, covering abnut 2,160 square miles, and
* Sonth Huron a membership of 876, covering
about 2,250 sguare miles.

' " WELLINGTON DISTRICT.

This district did not ask for a rearjusta
ment, as it Had only 21 lodges, all of hich
can be visited without much tropble. ¥our
. cominittee, however, in order to équal zo the
+ Todges in the Huron districts, decided 10ndd
' New Hamburg and Baden on the son. n=west
w South Huron, being on the diregt line.nf
the Grdnd ' Trunk Railway, while on .the
north-svest in‘order: to relieve Georgiam

.
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district, Durham and Shelburne have been
apnexed. Duarham, is on the,Georgian Bay
"and Lake Erle division ot the Grand Trun
‘Railway connecting with the railway system
of Wellington and Shelburné is more easily’
_weached from Wellington than from Georgian
‘where 1t 'was formerly located.. Wellington
“ Yistrict had 21 Jodges, and & "Masonjc mem-
dership of 1,036, and covered about 1,443
sgudre ‘mhiles; it has by ths revision 21
lodges, a, membership ot 1,047.

: . LONDON DISTRICT.

London district had originally 41 lodges.
Your committee have relieved it'on the west,
by, 'givipl% to Erie district the lodges at West

Yorne, Roduey, Newbury, Wardsville and
Glericoe ; to St. Clair district the lodges at
Melbourne, Napier, S-rathroy (2) ; and to
Bouth Huron, Park Hill, Ailsa Craig and
Kimcan. To reduce Wilsoa district, Thames-
ford has been added. ' It can bereached by a
four mile drive from D rchester station, or by
‘atage from Ing-rsoll, five ‘and a half miles
distant. This brings the number of lodges
in London district to 29 S-ven of these
Yodges are in London, and one,P :tersville, is
in its suburbs  Tuere are, therefore, 21
Rodges outside the ci vy of London. Ot
these lodges, all are on railway lines exc pt
the following, which are acerssible by stag: :
‘Wallacetown two miles s uth-east of Dut-
toun station, Iona 13 mil»s south-east of Iona
station, and Fingal 2% miles south-east of
‘Bhedden, a!l on the Canadian division of the
Michigan Central or old Canada S-uthern ;
Sparta. 10 miles south-east of S Thomas;
Lobo 5 miles north of Komoka ; Lambeth
B miles south-west of Loyndon; Bryanston
12 mileg north ot London ; Nilestown 6 miles
east of London, and H-rriersville, 2 niles
from Harrietsviile stat'on, on the Credit
Valley division of the Canada Pacific Ruil-
way. Your committee think that the re-
distribution presented of the sonth-west
portion of the section, viz., 8t. Clair and
TLondon dis ricts, will give permanent relief.
The old London distriet had 41 lodges, with
a Masonic membershipot 2,226 and « xtend-
ed 40 niiles from north to scuth, and about
48 miles from easr to west, covering shut
1,764 square miles. The new district has
29 lodges, a Masonic membershiy of 1,720,
and in extent ab w- 4G miles from north to
south, and abont 25 miles east to west, or
about 1,000 square miles,

WILSON DISTRICT.

Your commit;ee have reducad the number
©of lodges in th's distrret from 27 to 23, giv-
¥ng Thamesford to London district, and
Brantford (2) and 8'. Genrge to Hamilton
Qistrict, The most difficu t portion of the
dmstriot to. visit is the soutiern'section,
:gl‘:h could only be relieved by annexing
lodgeson the east and west, sou b of ths
"'o'plma, Grea Westérn dicision of the
Grand Trunk Rilway, to London and Nia:

R

‘have each had two or three visits,

\

gara districts. As these districts are already
iarge enough, and- the number of lodges
fairly equalized, your committee felt that
no other change could, with safety, be
entertained. This district had 27 lodges.
with a Masonic membership of 1,325. It has
now 23 lodges with a Masonic. membership
of 1,097. In extentit averages 36 miles from
west to eaat and 48 from north to south, or
about 1,760 square miles against 1,588, The
only lodges that have to be visited by stage
are those on the south, viz, Vienna, Port
Burwell, Langton and Port Rowan,all on an
average of ten miles from the line ot the
Canada Southern. In the northern part of
the district Embro and Scotland are within
six miles of rallway communication,
NIAGARA DISTRICT.

This dis'rict remains as before. It is
fairly convenient aud can be visited with
reasonable ease by the District Deputy
Grand Muster. Thisyear many of the lodges
It has
23 lodges with a membership of 1,174,

HAMILTON DISTRICT.

This district has been increased by the
addition of the lodges at Brantford (2) and St.
George. Humilton district is a small one,
well worked, and in reply to enquiries, those
who have a thoroagh knowledge of the Ma-—
sonic wants of this locality think that one
or two more lodges might with advan-
tagz be added to 1t, and thus
lessen the work iu adjacent districts.
Therefore those at Bran:ford, 24 miles from
Hamilton, and 8t. George, nine miles from
Brantford, both on the Great Western
Railway have been added to this
distriet. The Hamilton Distriet had
formerly 15 lodges with a Masonic mem-
bership of 1,583, and covered about 864
square miles. It has now 21 lodges and a
membership of 1,767, and covers about 1,050
square miles. )

TORONTO DISTRICT.

Toronto district had originally 33 lodges,
15 of which are in the city, and 3, (Weston,
Mimico and Eg'inton,) within half an Hour
by rail of the city, thus giving 18 lodges to
the city and suburbs, and leaving 15 in and
sutside of Toronta, ajl readily accessible by
rail except Schomberg, 12 miles north of
Kleinburg, and Nob'eron 6 miles north of
the same place, and Sharon 4 miles east of
Newmarket, all of which can be reach by
the Northern Railway and stage lines.
There were only fifteen lodges outside of
Toronto proper, and vyoui committee
have deemed it advisable to relieve

‘Ontarin district and annex to Toronto dis-

trict Cinnington and Brougham. Can-
nington was originally in the OQotario diss
trict, was then attached to Toronto diatrict,.
and some years ago was again added to-
Ontario. It requires ‘two days to visit
it from any point in Ontario district, and ac+
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cording to the railway gervice should bein
“Loronto district. The brethren at Canning-

ton are.atrongly of opinion that if they were.

Joined to Toronto district they would have
more frequent visits from the D.D.G,M.
Brougham Union is another lodge similarly
situated. They have only had one visit:
from a D.D.G. M. in ten years, and are very
suxious for a change. Brougham is easily
reached from Toronto, as there are two
stationson the C.P.R., one at Green River
and another at Claremont, 33 miles distant.
Any D.D.G.M, from the eastern part of
Oatario would require two days to visit
thislodge. The W.M. points out the great
advantage to the lodge by being in Toronto
district, The addition of these two lodees
gives Toronto 35, and will be of much benefit
to Oatario district. The additional lodges
only increase the area of Toronto district
slightly. The membership before the re-
wvision was 2,535, and was in extent 1,050
square miles, It 18 now 2,611, covering about
1,300 square miles. The Committee much
appreciate the bindness of R. W, Bro. J. G.
Burns in placing s services at their dis-
posal in the work of redistributing the dis-
tricts,

b GEORGIAN DISTRICT.

In re-casting Huron district your com~
mittee have relieved Georgian of Durbam,
and with the knowledge that the bract of
territory covered in this district #as nearly
double that of any other in the jurisdiction,
and that considerable expense was entailed
on a District Deputy Grand Master in vinit-
ingthelodgesn the Algomaand Parry Sound
districts, your committee havefor this reason,
and in harmony with an urgent request from
the lodges 1n the these districts, decided to
form all the territory west of Byng Inlet
into & new district. There are at present
three lodges in this section, viz., one at
Port Arthur. one at Gore Bay and one
at Sault Ste. Marie, with an appiica~
tiop for a warrant for & lodge at Fort Wil
liam. It is stated that in the immediate
future there will be applications for
warrants in other parts of the terris
tory. Your committec recommend the
formation of this territory into a new dis-
triet to be called Algoma. The Masonic
membership of Algoma is 104, and the terri~
tory covered about 7,000 square miles,
There are 28 lodges. The membership of
“Georgian b -fore tnerevision was 1,281, cover-~
ing about 19,000 square miles. ‘There are
now 23 lodg-s, with a memb -rship of 1,108
and covering about 12,000 square mi.es,

ONTARIO DISTRICT. =

Your committee have relieved this dis-
trict on the west by adding Caunington
and Brougham to Torouto, and after
a careful examination of the means of com-
munication and a lengthy correspondence
.and enquries from the brethren of byth

Ouatario and districts further east, have do-
cided to recommend that all the lodges in
the south of Ontario district, commensing:
at and including Cobeurg, Graftpn, Cole
borne (2), Brighton, and the northern lodges
of Roseneath, Warkworth and Campbelle
ford, wbich may be described s the county
of Northumberland, be taken from Ontarie
and added to the new district of Prinoa
Edward, Your committee feel that thisis
theonly revision that could be applied to
Ontario district. The relief in the north-
west, even of two lodges, is considerable,
and the connty of Northumberland, taken
from it on the southveast, coversa territory
of 36 miles from east to weet, and 24 from
north to south. In the north.east part
there is a gection of country of 2,000 square
miles without a lodge. The only lodge to
visit by stageis Bobcaygreon,11 miles east of
Fenelon Ialls, on the Grand Truank railway.
Victoris Road is the furthermost northerm
lodge. The old Ontario district had 38
lodges, and covered about 5,616 square
miles. with & Masonic membership of
1,380. It has now 24, with a membership
of 1,010, and covers about 4,600 square
miles,
PRINCE EDWARD DISTRIOT.

In dealing with the requirements of
Eastern Ontario, the districts now to be
referred to can hardly be taken by ther-w
selves, Ontario has been relieved by ¢
ting away Northumberland and adding it to
Prince Edward, while Prince Edward has
been relieved on its eastern boundary by the
formation of a new district out of Prince Ed=
ward and part of thewestern part of St. Law-
rence, The re.casting recorded makes a mora
compac:district,and fromthecommunications
received the change has the unanimous ap-
proval of the district. The number of lodges
i8 not increaged, being, as formerly, 24.
The Masonic membership before the vevisiom
was 1,111, covering about 3,456 square
miles; it is now 1,109, and covers abouf
3,744 square miles.

FRONTENAC DISTRICT.

In order to more effectually serve Prince
Edward district and at the same time re—
lieve St. Lawrence, your commuittee recom—
mend the formation of a new district, to be
called Frontenac, to comprise the lodges af
Tamworth, Centreville, Newburgh, Odesss
Bath, Napanee and Adolphuston out of the

resent Prince Edward district, and the
odges atKingaton (3), Harrowsmith, Garden.
Island, Pittsburg, Wolfe Island, Catarsqui,
Newboro and (ananogue out of Sk
Lawrence district—in all 18 lodges. Nearly
all these are convenient to the ratlway
system of the Kingston and Pembroke,
Grand Trunk, and Napanes, Tamworth and
Quebec lines, and Odessa, which is four
miles north-east of Earnstown. and Bath,
four miles south-west of it on thoe Grand

———
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Trunk Railway. ' The-only lodge at all
difficalt of mccesy is Newboro’, on the
Ridean canal, bu% dhis can he visited by
stage daily trem Kingston, from which
alnce it in 41 miles distant, When the

apanogue and Delta road is built, Newboro’
will be only eight miles from s railway

connaction (Delia), and can be reached from |

any part of the Grand Trunk railway or
Kingatonand Pembroke railway in three or
fouy hours. Your conmmitice had the
advantage of the advice of M. W,
Bro. Dr. Henderzon, B. W. Bros. R. H.
Preston, D, D. G. M, of St. Lawrence dis-
trict, Hondry, Walkem and W. L, Hamilton,
and R. W, Bros. Donald Ross and McGinnis,
with V, W. Bro. Fairtlough, the latter
‘brother placing a large amonnt of valuable
information at the disposal of the committee.
The views of these brethren were almost un-
animous, and we beheve satisfactory to the
brethren of Ottawa and St. Lawrence dis-
tricta  Your committee, in taking in lodges
as far east as Gananoque and %ewboro‘,
have relieved St. Lawrence and made it a
muzh smaller and more easily accessible dis-
trict, Theie are 18 lodges in Frontenac
with a Masonic membership of 915. The
district covers about 2,500 square miies.
ST. LAWRENCE DISTRICT, -

The explanations given in Frontenac dis-
trict serve in part for St. Lawrence district,
except that from Ottawa district, your
committee have taken Perth (2) and Smith’s
Falls and added them to St. Lawrence. Both
these lodges are more accessible from the
south, and can be reached by the Brockville
branch of the Canada Paciiic Railway. Of
the twenty lodges in the district the follows
ing are resched by stage lines:—Delrta, 25
miles west of Brockville (this place will be
vesched by rail next year via the Gananoque
and Delta railwav) ; Farmersville, 15 miles
west of Brockville and 8 east of Deltas
North Augusty six miles south~west of
Bellamy’s Station, on the C. P. R.; West
‘Winchester, 18 miles north of Morrisburg,
on the Grand Trunk ; Chesterville, about 12
miles from Morrisburg, and Merrickville,
poe miles north-east of Irish Creek, on the
Brockville brauch of the C.P. R., or 12
miles east of Smith's Falls, another railway
connection, St. Lawrence district is about
110 miles from west to east, an average of
30 miles wide irom north to south. The
lodges in this district being reduced to 20
can be easily visited. St. Lawrence had 28
lodges, and a Masonic membership of 1,522,
aud coverad about 4,0C0 square miles. It
has now 20 lodges, and a membership of

1,051, and covers about 3,000 square miles.

OFTAWA DISTRICT.

This district is a large one, requiring relief,
aud yet difficult to curtail. Yourcommittee
have, as before stated, taken Smith’s Falls
and Perth and added them to St. Lawrence.

The only lodges to be visited by atage aré-

‘Richmond, six miles south.east of Stitta-

ville, on theCanada Pacific Railway, and
Lanark, 13 miles from Carleton Place, with
daily atage conpection, Thefy were 20

.lodges in this djstrict, with a membership

of 1,015, and the diatrict covered about
9,000 square miles. There are now 17
lodges, with a membership of 857, and it
covers about 8,750 square miles,
DESIGNATION OF DISTRICTS. -

Your committes, notwithstanding that
they have in the foregoing designated the
districts by territorial titles, are of opinion
and would recommend that the various dise
tricts be distinguished by numbers instead:
of by names as follows :—

Erie, The First Masonic District.

St. Clair, The Second Masonic District.
London, The Third Masonic District.

South Huron, The Fourth Masonic District,
North Huron, The Fifth Masonic District.
Wilson, The Sixth Masonic District.
‘Wellington, The Seventh Masonic District,
Hamlton, The Eighth Masonic District.
Georgian, The Ninth Masonic District,
Niagara, Tire Tenth Masonic District.
Toronto, Toe Eleventh Masonic District,
Ontario, The Twelith Musonic Diatrict,
Prince Edward, The Thirteenth Masonic Dig, .
Frontenac, TheFourteenth Masonic District,
St. Lawrence, TheFifteenth MasonicDistrict,.
Ottawa, The Sixteenth Masonie District.
Algoma, The Seventeenth Masonic District,

The reasons for this recommendation also.
are apparent. When the districts were origi-
nally 1aid out, the lodges, which were fow
in number, were grouped altogether, accord.
ing to geographical lines, and were properly .
designated by territorial titles, The re.
casting has in this report been made in a-
different manner—in that lodges are now
grouped according to the facilities for visi.-
tationand without reference to geographical, .

parliamentary or municipal lines. The
present designation of the districts
would not be at all applicable to

many of the distriets which have been re-
adjusted The numbering will save time
m the office of the Grand Secret-
ary; it will tend %o do away with
any sectional jealousy that may exist in
the districts and will be found more advan.
tageous to members of Grand Lodgs when
they become accustomed to locate the dis-
tricts by their numbers. .
In concluding their work your committee
desire to express thanks to the brethren,
who by their kicd advice have assisted them.
in their labours. Like faithful craftsmen
your committee have endeavoured to perform
the task allotted them, and have spared no
effort to render their work of petinanent
benefit to the Order, conscious that the
revision has not been made in the interest of:
any lodge, any section, or any district, but
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with -n;,z? ‘primal object bf aidin%‘ ‘those | Gourne, Guelphy3), Belin, @ulf (2), Erin,
) o ¢ fields, | Ayr, Fergus, Preston, Hespsler, Hartiston,

whb are Working so ‘fdiﬁhfu'lly" iy the,
propdgating the printiples of Moralivy and

irafernity, and confidently Ioc';k’ipg forward }.

to a fruitful harvest. _
All of which i fraternally submitted,
J. Ross RoperTsoN, ' -
o Chairman ;
Joun S. DEWAR,
RoperT L. PATTERSON,

YLLIAM Fomnks,

Epwix¥ Praxt,
RoBERT LOXNGMORE,

Committee,

THE NEW DISTRICTS.

Erie DisTrICT :—23 Lodges—Amherst~
burg, Kingsville, Windsor (2), Leamington,
Comber, Bssex Ceutre, Tilbury ‘Centre,
Chatham (2), Thumesville, Dresden, Blen-
heimy, -Wallacebnrg, Higbgate, Newbury,
Giencoe, Rodney, West Lorue, Florence,
Rudgetown, Bothwell, Wardsville.

St. CLAIR DistrICT :—18 Lo 1ges—Sarnia,
Thedrord, Q11 Springs, Petrohia (2), Wat-
tord, Forest, Mooretown, Arkena, Alvins~
ton, Camlachie, Brizden, Sirathroy (2),
Napier, Melbource, Mount Brydges,
Wyoming., -

NortH HuURON :—17 Lodges—Wiarton,
Tara, Sonthampon, Port Elgin, Paisley,
Tiverton, Kincardine, Walkerien, Lucknow,
Teeswater, Fordwich, YWroxeter, Wingham,
Listowel, Hanover, Brossels, Chesley.

Sotrrt  Hurow :—16 Lodges—Goderich,
Smith’s Hill, Clinton, Seaforth, Zurich,
Mitchell, Stratford (2), Exeter, St. Marvs,
Biyth, New Hamburg, Baden, Park Hill,
Arisa Craig, Lucan.

Georaray Districr :—23 Lodgrs—Brad-
ford, Cothingwood, Barrie (2), Orilha (2),
Bond Head, Midlund, Stayner, Alliston,
Craigvale, Penetang, Beeton, OwenSound (2),
Meatord, Clarksburg, Fleshecton, Albion,
Pary Soand, Beacebridge, Hunutsville,
Gravenhurst.

‘LoxpoN Districr :(—29 Lodgrs—London
(7),1lderton, Bryauston, Thorndale, Thames-
turd, Lobo, Delaware, Nilestown, Durches~
ter, Avlmer, Spar a, Pt. S anley. Fingal,
St Thom:.s {3), Herrietsville, Bslmont,
Spriagfield, Petersville, Lambeth, Wallace~
town, Luna. o

WrLsox Districr:—28 Lodges—Tanerkip,
Embro, Woodstock (2), Ingersoll (2), Tilson-
butg, Vienna, Pt. Buorwell, Pt. Rowan,
Vittoria, Simcoe, Norwich, Scotland, Buor«
ford, Paris, Oc:terville, Delni, Waterford,
Latgton, Drumbo, Plattsville, Pt. Dover.

WerriNaroR Disteicr: — 21 Lodges—
Arthur, Draytop, Elora, Orangeville, Shels

-Clifford, Moot Fores}, Durhow, Paloterston,
Haraaok Distaiér:—21 Lodgesy-Hamil-
“ton {), Binbrook, Dundas, Stoney Creek,
' Ancaster, West Flamboro', Waterdowi.
Barlington, Gegigetown, Oakville,Caledonia,
¢, George, Milton,'Acton, Brantford (2).

N1a7araA DistrICcT :—23 Lodges—Ningara,
Grimsby, St. Catharines (3), Beamsville, P¢.
Dalbiousie; Pt. Welland, Dunville, Cayuga,
York, ‘Cheapside, Jarvis, Fonthill, Drum-
mondville, Welland (2), Pt. Colborne,
Ridgeway, Thorold, Clifton, Pc Robinson
Victoria,

ToroxTo DistrICT :—35 Lodges—Toronta
(15), Richmond Hill, Maple, Markham,
Sharon, Newmarket, Schomberg, Aurora,
Stouffville, Thornhill, Noble:on, \Weston,
Woodbridge, Sutton, Isington, Brampton,
Streetsville; Uxbridge, Eglinton, Brougham,
Canning'on, :

OrrAwA DisTrICT :—17 Lodezes—Carletonr
Pluce, Almonte, Ottawa (7),_ Richmond,
Ren{rew, Pembroke, Arnprior, Plantagenet,
Hawksbury, Mattaws, Lanark.

FroxveNAc Districr ;—18 Lodges—New-
burg, Centreville, Lamworth, Kingszon, (3),
Harrowsmith, Garden Island, Pittsburg,
Wolf Island, Cataraqui, Napanee, (2), Bath,
Adolphustown,Odessa, Newboro’,Gananoque

St. LAWRENCE DI1sTRICT ;—20 Lodges—
Brockville, (2), Farmersville, Smith’s Fallg,
Perth, BEscott Front, Delta, Linsdowne,
Eemptville, Merrickville, Maitland, Pree-
cott, North 2ugueta, Morrisburg, Iroquoir,
Chesterville, West Winchester, Lancaster;
Cornwall, Farran’s Point.

Prixce Epwarp Districr ;—24 Lodges—
Cobourg, Brighton, Colborne, (2), Campbell«
ford, Warkworth, Grafton, Roseneath,
Belleville, (2), Trenton, Madoc, Sterling,
Frankfort, Marmora, Tweed, Shannonville,
Roslin, Deseronto, Picton Consecon, Wel~
lington, Ameliasburgr.

UxTARIO DistrICT 3—24 Lodges—Pott
Hope. (2), Bowmanville, Millbrook, Orono,
Whitby, Brooklin, Oshawa, (2), Port Pervy,
Beaverton, Lindsay, (2), Bobcaygeon, Oine-
mee, Victoria Road, Fenelon Falls, Petex~
bore’, (2), Hastings, Norwood, Lakefield,
Keene, Newenstle, :

Arcosra DistriCr ;—3 Lodges—Pt. Ar-
thur, Gore Bay, Sault St. Marie. Dis—
tricts—Esrie, 23 Lodges ; St Clair, 183
North Huroh, 18; South Huron, 16 ;
Georgian, 23 ; London, 29; Wilson, 233
‘Wellington, 20; Hamilton, 21; Niagaras,
23 ; Toronto, 35 ; Outario, 24 ; Frontensc,
18 ; St. Lawrence, 20 ; Prince Edward, 243

Ottawa, 17 ; Algoma, 3—355.
\
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MASONRYEMISSION Now.
We aye in troublous' titdes. " THe
sky of the domihetcial worid is dark.
<Clouds.have arisen. As.aspeck they
appehred: il the -far west aud have
.come eastwardly, gathering blackuegs
and dinger in' their course. The
breeze of discontented labor ‘his
grown to a storm of fearful ‘magni-
tude, As the hurricane that spreads
desolation on every side, it threatens,
soine of the greatest interests of the'
1land. Unchecked, it will spraad its-
canopy over our wholeland, and bring
distréss and famine and every sor¥ of
" evil npon us. Theoutlook is certain-
ly unpropitivus. There is, perhaps,
no doubt that ths workingman has
much to complain of. There is mo
doubt there are many hardships they
have endured.

In many instances, perhaps, neces-
sity has vompelled them o submit to,
indignities that they should resent.
They have seen days of ruffering and
hard work, They have, it may be,
not had all that was their due; bat
howis it to be remedied? Will destruc-
tion of property secure it? Certain-
ly not; for in the destruction of pro-
perty the very means of securing em-
ploymentis destroyed. Just demands
mege in & firm spirit, will do mugh
mors than force of arms.

‘What, then, can Masonry do now?
Masonry teaches peace, moderation,
submission to rightful rale. It ab-
hors discord-and riot. It discounte-
nances rebellion. It holds up the
-goales of justice in the facé of the
whole ‘world. There gré Masons on
both sides of this guestion. There
are- ‘Masons--among the capitalists,
there are Magons among -the labor--
ers, . Theae men ought:to. be hrounght
togethier; for Masonry, plages all men.
-onﬁ.-the._.lqséglg: Al ?59:18, TIIh !i{n@
poor, mept, wpan the Jeval.. All Ma-,
8°§ﬂ§8hmp‘?ﬁ>ﬂjt g-plumb.. And.
if the magnates will megt .with thejr-

-employes, and in the spirit of Ma-

sonry, -yielding- to-what' is vight on

both sidés; the ‘duaytion of labr and

capital wilk 'be sbttled on & basis“of

upon ‘the “oppression' of 'tHe: poor,

hardworkihg mechdnic, ghd ¢qually

upun-the wicked revolt of the laborer,

who, taking the law into his owm

hands, dest oys pioperty thut is not

‘his own: Masonry should now stand -
-as' & -mediator betiveen - these two
mighty forces, and by the exercise of

its mild, but firm policy, spesk ‘péage
and- bring: harmony out of discord.
This can be done.) The Masons in

‘the Kniglts'of Lisbdr and the Masons

in the Knights of Money, éan mest
upon thedevel, and forgetting the dif.
ference in position in a worldly point,
can settle the troubles between thems

for just as surely a8 the Magons on -

both sidés look at'the question from
an unbisged ‘standpsint, and in the
gpirit of justice ag taught -by the
Order, they' can agree. Masonry
belts the orld, and its inflience can-
be'made to be-felt in every clime-and

asmong-all pecpls. et Masonry pro- -

mote peace and: fraternity, and ad to

bind up ' the- wotinds and’ 'hesl the -

breaches between labor and capital.
—AL Y. Dispatch. -

WHAT IS TO BE DONE?

‘What cax be done to secure bettér
attendance at lodgs meptings ?

First, select intelligent and earnest
officers; those in whom the brethren
and commiunity bave 'confidence.
They should also be ¢‘bright” in their
duties. Tew, indeed, will long take
‘the trouble fo attend lodge and listen
to the absurd butchering of a.beauti-
ful peremony. The more intelligent
& man is, the less patience he has
with ignorange -ab thy . column -.of
Swisdom.” In this enlightened: age,
«officers cannot_ba snagesafnl_without
-reading, to-keen up with the Masanic
Jnews and othér infoxmation,., Henge,
some of thé many periodicals should

pea({"e and unity. Masonry fibwiis -

(R TR MU ORI
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bo regularly read by them. The “

more of the membership who take a
Masoanio paper, the more interest in

things Masonic will be manifested in.

lodge meetings.

‘We venture to assert, that no lodge
whose membership read suck papers,
will lack in having attractive meet-
ings.

The amount of anpardonableignor-
ance among officers is astonishing,
and a better state of affairs cannot
be expected until we have a compe-
tont Grand Lecturer.

A comfortable, clean lodge-room, is
also essential. It may be plain, bay
the jewels, floor and farniture must
be kept clean, the room warm, well
ventilated and lighted.

Every member should be encourag-
od to participete in the proceedings,
and not confine it to a few, who are
everlastingly assigned to the various
duties. Yet prusy speeches should
not be permitted, and business should
be conducted acoording to the best
rales. If there is no speocial business
on hand, selest some good readers to
read a short extract from your Ma.
sonic paper, and disonss it; then
send the editor an account of your
work, expeotations, surroundings
and news, occasionally,. Make it
ghort. This will be interesting to
your neighborhood, as well as to
others, and will tend to build up
your lodge. .

Vary the exercises, by putting to
each member, as a class in school, a
question in the lectures. Do not try
to do too much all at once. Remem-
ber, short, spirited meetings, which
leave something to think and talk
about, are the successful, enjoyable
meetings. ’

This for a year faithfully, and let
us know the result.

The above, from the Masonic Home
Journal, is go good, that we repeat
every word for our State of Texas.—
Texas Masonic Journal.

The G. L. of North Carolina cele-
brates its centennial in' 1887.

' LEADING PRINCIPLES OF
MASONRY. .

Belief in God, who will zeward vir-
tue and punish vice.. .

" Fraternity, or the brotherhood of’
men,

'Che obligation resting upon all men.
to obey the moral law,

The exercise of that toleration.
which grants to others the same right.
to entertain and express opinions,.
which we claim for onrselves.

The equality ¢f all men before:
God, and in natural right and in the
eye of the law, and the exercise of
that liberty of action, opinion and
speech, which, regulated by wise
laws, i5 necessary to the pursuit of
happiness.

The promotion of peace, and the
amioable adjustment by arbitration of
all difficultics, state or individual,
where possible, by mutual friends,
instead of & resort to law or to arms.

Respect for and obedience to the
ocivil government, and the laws under
which we live.

The cultivation and practical apphi-
cation of that broad charity which
“thinketh no evil;”” and bestows upon
the needy with open hand.

On such principles, all men, dis-
posed to be just and inclined to peace,. .
may unite and together work for the
good of all. This institution does
not build its platform of principles go-
high, that none but such as are al-
ready saints having wings can get
up to it, nor so narrow that few can
stand upon it when they get thero;
but it is mad- for mortal men, full of
infirmities, and is broad and strong,
and may be reached by ‘all sorts and
conditions of men” who are worthy,
and desire to be made wiser and
better, and do good to others.—Bro,
J. 4. Keister, .

Two thousand dollars were appro-
priated for the present year by the
Grand Lodge of North Qarolins, to
the Masgonic Asylum at Oxford, N.C.,
at the recont Annual Communication
of Graund Lodge. '




