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OBSERVATIONS

1" Some Confiderations on the
Importation and Exporta-
tion of Beaver ; wih Re-
mrarksontheHatters Cae."



OBSERVATIONS
Upon a P A P E R, intituled,

Some Confiderations ot the importation
and Exportation of Beaver; with
Remarks on the Hatters Cafe."

S T I-t Author of the fid Paper aferts, « That the Nortb
imerican Colonies, not being under the fame Reafraint

C as the Hudfon's-Bay Company, either manufadure
"the Beaver there themfelves, or otherwife difpofe

thereof, as they find it mon for their Interenf, notwithfianding
"'any Law to the contrary :"' Fromn whene h1e concludes, " That
cnothing but the Profit to arife from Beaver in England, will

induce them to bring it hither."
How much the faid Colonies are obliged to the Author for this

candid Inlinuation, That they carry on a clandefine illicit Trade,
to the Prejudice of their Mother-Country, is left to them to de-
ternine.. and whether, if any fuch Trade is carried on by the
faid Colonies, foine further Means of preventing it, t4an what are
provided by the A& of the 8th Geo. the.irft, Cap. zç. amay not
be well. worthy the Attention of Parliament, muft likewife be
fubmitted: But why fo much greater a Profit ihould now be ne-
cefary to induce the Northern Colonies to fend their Beaver
o England, than was formerly neceflàry for that Purpofe, as it

is notonous they have conftantly exported i, when at a much
lower Price than wht is now even defired by the Manufa&urers
here, the Author would do well to explain.

" That of the Beaver imported into England' (froma Hudfon's-
Bay) " confiderable Part bas always bee-exported," will be ad-
mitted; but the.Author bas -forgot to infoim bis Readers, that of
the Beaver imported from New rork, and the other Northera
Cologies, very little (if any) was ·ever exported till withig thefe
Two Years; and thatthe Qantity fo exported was bougbt up on
Speculation, upon Accoua tof the high Price it bore in the Market:
From whence it may very fairly be concluded, that the Dif-
couraging of the Exportation of Beaver can in no Degree. affe&
the Importation from thofe.Colonies,. as they do not import it

Ciher :wiEaView to Exportation. %
The Author as likewife forgot to - mention another very ma-

terial Çicumnfance in the prefent Qjuion; namely, That, fince
the Ngrthe= Colonies have found out thé Art of manufa&uring

their
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their Beaver into Hats, not only the Quantity imported frdni
thence has confiderably decreafed, but the Quality of the Beaver
has been alfo much worfe than formerly, thofe Colonies exporting
only the refufe Part of their Beaver, which they can't inake ufé
of to fo great Advantage in their own Manufaâure: The Danger
therefo're ôf leffening the Inportation of Beaver from the Northern
Colonies, by reducing the Price, and the Lofs to t.his Nation, in
Confequeince thereof, fuggefted by the Author, muft, upon the
flightea Confideration imaginable, appear to be merely chirnerical.
How fàr, indeed, the ReduCtion of the Price of Beaver may
affe& the private Interenc of the Hudfon's-Bay Company, the
Manufa&urers here do not pretend to determine.

" That the Hatters did not take off the whole Quantity of
« Beaver imported, even when the Price was lowea," is un-
doubtedly true: But here another Fallacy occurs in the Author's
Conclulon, " That, if Foreigners had taken off the Surplus, it
"' mufn have ftopped the Iniportation :" For how was it poffible
for the Hatters to take off the whole Quantity imported, had they
been able to manufa&nre it, when a great Part was always bought
up for Exportation, vhich it was out of their Power to prevent?
And even in a Suppofition, that they could not then confume the
Whole, what Argument -can be drawn from thence, to prove,
they cannot confume the Whole now ; 'when it is notorious, that
tht Quantity left in the Markcr, for the Ute of the Mlanufaéurers
here, was, in feveral of the Years alluded io- by the Author,
greater than the whole Quantity now imported? On the contrary,
if no larger Quantity of Beaver fhould be imported for the future,
than what bas been imported for fome Years paft, the Manu-
faâurers will undertake to confume the Whole in the Making of
Hats; and ire ready to contraâ for the fame, if the Price-be re-
duced as low, as.it was, upon a Medium, during Twenty Years
preceding the Year 17I5; and, confequently, no Surplus will
then remain for Exportation. The Policy therefore of endeavour-
ing to reduce the Price of Beaver, by difcouraging the Expor-
tation, is as apparent, as 'the -Policy of prohibiting the Expor-
tation of Wool; the former being a Material as neceffary for the
Manufaaure of Hats for Exportation, as the. latter for -the Ma-
nufaaure of Cloth.

As to the Affertion of the Author, founded upon the Cuftom-
houfe Account of the Exports of Hats, " That the Foreign Tradc
"has of late Years increafed," it may be obferved, That, were the
Authenticity of that M:oûnt admitted (as it is not). ,the Fad is
very far from being as the Author fuggens: For altho% fiice the
Conclufion of the late Peace, the Manufa&urers bave made feveral
Efforts to recover their Trade with Spain, loft during the War;

and
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and for that Purpofe fent confiderable Quantities of Hats thither;
yet, unfortunately, great Numbers of thofe Hats were returned,
and many of them Rill remain there unfold : So that the Number
of Hats fpecified in the laid Account to have been exported (were
the fame true) is far fror being a Proof of an Increafe in the
Foreign Trade : But when it is confidered, that, in the faid Ac-
count, Beaver and Cafbor Hats are blended together without Di-
ffinaion, and that Perfons fhipping Hats for Exportation, com-
monly enter a much larger Quantity, than what is really fhipped
(as no Duty is paid on the Export of Hats) very little regard
ought to be paid to that Account.

On the contrary, that the Foreign Trade for Beaver Hats has
of late Years declined, is apparent, not only from the Evidence
now before the Houfe, but from the fmall Quantity of Beaver
left in the Market, for feveral Years paft, for the Ufe of the Ma-
nufa&urers: Sc that, had the -Nkmber of Hats exported been
equal to what it was formerly (which is very far from being the
Cafe) yet the Value of them muf be much lefs.

In Anfwer to the Author's Remuark, " That great Numbers of
" Non-freemen are now employed in the Manufaaure of Hats," it
is fufficient to obferve, That the Maaer-Hatters of London do
not only at this time, but always did, employ a mucli greater
Number of Non-freemen, than Freemen; and that all the former,
and great Part of the latter, were formerly employed in the
making of Beaver and.fine Calor chiefly for Exportation;
whereas now very few are employed in that Species of the Ma-
nufaaeture, and thofe only for Home-Confumption.

If, therefore, a Prohibition of the Export of Beaver fhould
flot be a meatis of iricreafing the Import (as is fuggefed by the
faid Paper), it muif neceffarily be a means of reducing the Price;
and thereby cnable the Briti/h Manufaâurers to regain their Ex-
port-Trade, now almoa wholly engroffed by their moft dan-
gerouis Rivals: And it is fubmitted to Confideration, Whether,
as the whole Fur-Trade is confined to Great Britain and France
(the latter of which totally prohibits the'Exportation of Beaver) it
be not for the Interefn of this Kingdom, that our own Manufadurers
fhould be furnilhed with this ufeful Commodicy at a cheaper Rate
than Foreigners, as this is the only Market at which they can be
fupplied ; * and, whether it be confiflent with the Policy of a
Trading Nation, to fuffer fo valuable a Branch of Commerce to
be loft, by errcouraging the Exportation of a Material effentially
neceffary to its Prefervation, merely for the Sake of continuing to a
few Merchants the Advantages arifn rom thefe foreign Com-
mifilons?


