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C.KNKkAI. DKSCRII' |'|i in

In ilir southeastern part of \ ancouver Island in British Vuluniliia, and on 
thr San Juan C>roup and Whidbey Island in Washington, nnnvrons stone cairns 
containing graves are found. All ol these, so far as known, are of considerable 
age. I hey certainly antedate the period of the first advent of objects manufac
tured by whites. I he Indians have no historic tradition as to their origin.

I lu- cairns ( Plate I ) are from three to twenty feet in diameter, and general!) 
consist of irregular piles of bowlders. In some cases a more or less rectangular 
cyst is built around the body ( Plate III, made by roughly placing together a 
number of bowlders, the straightest sides of which are placed so as to form an 
oblong cyst, and by covering the opening thus formed with one, two, or more 
slab-shaped rocks, each extending from side to side. These we will call “cover- 
stones.” No cairns were found where two or more stones were wedged over the 
cyst in the manner of an arch. In other cases there are slab-like stones over 
the grave, but the cyst is ill defined, if present at all. In still other cases the 
enclosure is well made, but the stones used to cover the top are so small that 
they do not reach across. Above the cyst a rough pile of stones is reared. 
Many cairns are bounded by single rows of large stones, while the space between 
this outer wall and the cyst is filled with small fragments of bowlders, and in 
some cases largely with soil or with a mixture of these materials ( Plates I. Pig. i ; 
III. Tig. j). Several cairns have been found where the outer row of stones had 
been laid in a rectangle and carried up so as to form a retaining-wall, making 
the whole structure resemble a truncated pyramid (Plate IV Pig. i ). Other 
cairns have been found in which the body rested at the side of a large bowlder, 
and was covered with small bowlders piled up against the large rock ( Plates 1, 
Pig. 2 ; \ . Pig. 2 ). I he stones forming tin cyst and those in the outer row are 
often embedded deep in the soil around the grave. Probably they were not so 
placed, but sank to this position by reason of their large size and great weight, 
In some cases the stones of the cyst project above the rest of the cairn ( Plate V,
I '4 a).

The position of the skeletons proves that the bodies were placed on the side, 
with the usual flexion (Plate 111, Tig. • ). They were deposited either on Un
original surface of the soil, or in a shallow hole dug down into tin- surface soil or 
even into the gravel below. In some cases the skeletons are fourni sunk into the 
soil. Many of them are much decayed. This is especially the case in the cairns



SMITH AND FOWKK, CAIRNS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, KTC5 6

near Victoria, B. C\, in which complete skulls are rarely obtained. In forty-two 
cairns opened there, no entire bones wen- secured. At North Saanich, M. C., 
and near Coupevillc, Wash., however, complete skeletons have been collected. 
A few of these were partly burned, but the burning probably did not take place 
in the cairns.

A few copper ornaments have been found buried with the skeletons, and in 
one cairn a stone object was secured from among the top stones ( bigs. 2 and 4. 
pp. 65. hS|. Bancroft1 states that in a rectangular cairn near Comox, B. a 
pencil-shaped stone, sharp at both ends, was found with a skeleton. < >bjects 
other than these have not been found, except in cairns built on shell-heaps, as at 
North Saanich. But objects fourni in these cairns do not seem to be in positions 
suggesting that they were buried with the bodies, and •their • sence may be 
satisfactorily accounted for by assuming that they were taken tip from the shell- 
heaps with the earth or bowlders used" in the construction of the cairn.

The scarcitv in these cairns of all objects other than human bones is remark
able. In this respect the cairns resemble the graves in the shell-heaps of Lower 
I raser River, where, excepting a few pieces of copper, hardly any specimens were 
found associated with skeletons, notwithstanding the wealth of material obtained 
from the shell-layers near by.

The cairns on Vancouver Island near Victoria and Comox have been known 
for main years, and are described by Bancroft,* from information furnished by 
Mr. |ames I leans of Victoria, and embodying the results of examinations made 
by him in 1X71. Mr. James Richardson of the Canadian («eologic.il Survey, was 
one of the first to open cairns. Those near Victoria, being convenient of access, 
have since been examined by numerous investigators, including Professor Karl 
von ileii Steineitand members of the Natural story Society of Victoria. Prom
inent among the latter were Dr. Charles I wcombe and Mr. < >. C. Hastings. 
Some osteologii .il material resulting from ir work is preserved in thy Provin
cial Museum in Victoria. Professor I Boas examined a number of cairns at 
Parsons Bridge, near Victoria, and ■ Saanich Peninsula. Dr. lleorge A.
Dorsey excavated a few at Cadboro in 1S07.

The following description is based on explorations conducted for the jesup 
North Pacilii expedition in the years 1 S<>7. 1898, and 1 S<)<,. A detailed state
ment of these is given on pp. 60 1/ sci/. With tin- exception of the explorations 
made b\ Mr. lowke in 1898, the whole work was carried on inder the direction 
of Mr. Smith.

In our investigations near Cadboro Bay, assistance was rendered by Mr. (). 
C. I Listings and Mr. James Deans; at Comox and North Saanich, by Mr. Albert 
A. Argyle ; and at Cmipeville l>\ Mr. Thomas Murphine. Mr. W. II. "Thacker 
made a reconnaissance on the San Juan Islands. 'The expedition is especially 
indebted to Mr. Alexander McDonald for permission to explore on his land in

! I bill., pp. 737-73*1-
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ihc makers of the shell-heaps near by. hut that on other occasions and in the same 
region people who made shell-heaps did not bury in cairns. The variation in 
form of the cairns seems to be due to the character of the material available for 
their construction and to the greater or less care taken, rather than to difference 
in plan. The various forms are more or less abundant wherever cairns are 
numerous. I hose made of large bowlders are most common at Victoria, Coupe- 
ville. and other places where such materials occur. The most elaborate cairns, 
and the greatest variety, are found near Victoria.

Some cairns with an outer retaining-wall of stones and a cyst in the middle, 
such as have already been described, agree closely with the description of mounds 
given by I'Owke.1 In these latter, soil was used in place of small stones to till 
in the spaces between the cyst and the retaining-wall. The transition from one 
form to tlv other is quite gradual. At Cadboro May both types are found at the 
same site ( Plate IV>. It would seem that some among the burial-mounds located 
along the Lower I raser River, between Hat/it and Fort Hammond, may be con
sidered as highly modified forms of cairns. No cairns made entire!) of stone were 
found in the last-mentioned region.

Among the cairns at Cadboro May wen a few rectangular enclosures, open 
on top, similar in form to the cysts in cairns. No remains were found in them 
t Plate V. Fig. i ). These may have been unused burial-places. There is no evi
dence that they were cairns opened b\ previous explorers. Such enclosures were 
all on high outcrops of rock near the centre of the burial-place.

The «aims wen- cvidcntl) all built on a well-defined plan, looking towards 
the construction of a central cyst, which, however, was often very poorly made.

In Nicola Valle) in the interior of British Columbia (see “ Memoirs Am. 
Mus. Nui. I list.," \ ol. II, pp. 405, 447, ,7 so/. I, in Montana, and in Idaho, graves 
are found in talus slopes. These grati s are covered with piles of stone. None 
of them have cysts. Near the outlet of Nicola Lake and between Harrison Lake 
and Little l.illooet Lake, graves were found in which the body was buried in tin- 
ground. A few bowlders were placed on top of the grave. Both structures are 
entirely distinct from the cairns with central cyst which we are discussing here.

Near the lu-ad of Harrison Lake, at Point Roberts, in tin- shell-heaps of the 
Lower Fraser River, and in those near North Saanich and at Comox, graves 
were found which were covered b) a few bowlders, like those just described but 
both skeletons and bowlders were covered b\ earth or shell-heap material.

At Point Roberts tlu-re wa re a number of pits, surrounded in some cases b\ 
bowlders. In one of these pits, covered In. a few bowlders, several skeletons 
were fourni buried in one excavation, while cairns contain but one skeleton each. 
There were no objects with the skeletons found in these pits, which can hardi) 
be classed with typical cairns.

1 See 11 7.1 I* 'lim 17' • liniiU'ilt, N.llnr Rave- ..I lhe I'.icitic Slales \ ..I. I \ , |. 7 17.
* Smiie of 1I11 -e « ere ill si explored in the summer of iS.nl.> Mr. Kiederiv I I a/enl.> ,.f Ketf.u.l Nolls, fcjiglji, 1 

during lus residence in Uniisli Columbia (see p, ouj.
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Thf skulls from tin* cairns give evidence that the people practised the same 
methods of deforming the head that were in common use in this area until 
recent times. A skull from Coupeville ( „» ï,, ) shows the characteristic deforma
tion of the Chinook heads, in which forehead and occiput are so much flattened 
as to he nearly parallel. Most of the skulls from \ ictoria and vicinity are 
llatlened to a less extent. A few skulls found near Victoria and at North 
Saanich suggest a method of deformation somewhat similar to that practised by 
the Kwakiutl, which consists of a combination of antero-postvrior anil lateral 
pressure, and results in a narrowing and lengthening of the skull. < )n tin* whole, 
however, antero-posterior flattening seems to have been used most extensively.

Ul'. l AII.KH At rot M S 01* r.M'I.OR X I IONS 

I'okT Hammom* (bv Harlan I. Smith).

A burial-mound made of earth was found about a mile north of the -.hell- 
heap bordering the north side of I raser River at Port Hammond. It was on 
the border of I'itt Meadows, measured twenty-four feet in diameter by five feet 
in height, was of tin* usual circular mound form, and below the surface layer was 
composed of v Mow (lay, Ivxtending through tin mound, on a level with the 
surface of the surrounding forest, was a stratum of vegetable mould averaging 
hall an inch in thickness. Near the centre of tin* mound this stratum contained 
pieces of charcoal, burned clay, and ashes, barely still "n lent to be the result of the 
cremation of a both. Below this stratum was tin natural surface soil, and about 
one foot lower down tin )elloW cla\ subsoil.

Another mound, situated on tin* bluff overlooking I*raser River, just 
above the shell-heap at Port Hammond, was explored by Mr. l.a/eiiby in iX(,.| 
lb* reports that it was a simple mound of circular outline and about ten feet 
high, composed o| ,t surface layer of vegetable mould, and under this of sand) 
soil similar to that found in the neighborhood. I hen wen* no bowlders in it : a 
skeleton was found stretched out at full length on its back, in a good state <.| 
preservation, unaccompanied l>\ object. the skull was short; and tin Indians 
knew nothing of the mound, and had no I- g-ml about it. Only three cases have 
come to my notice iii which ancient skeleton* h.i\c been found stretched out at 
full length, although I have op- ned several hundred raves in British Columbia.

I I AI, ! I by Indent I . I a/enby I

Circular mounds o! earth similar to the one at Port Hammond were found 
at llat.ii on I*raser River, several of them having interior stone ivsts and 
» ircular rows of small stones. I hive ,,f these mounds wen explored in the
summer of 1S04. I In Indians have no mon knowledge of them than of the 
one at Port I lammond.

' \ .1, •• iij 1 1 ' ' 1 1 VI1 'Irl lli.; I mil 1 ; 111 1 1 • 1 hi- |..i| • ■ I ,n< i
I e I... * ■ ■ VI I lit I II. I' I I .111.1.1 t s,., ,i,i| Svt h - 1i,i.
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No. i stood on the edge of a depression which had formerly liven a water-course in the bottom
land, subject to overflow, erosion, and deposition of the Fraser. In its reduc ed condition, it was 
about 24 ft. in diameter at the base, and almost flat on top over a space 14 ft. in diameter. It 
was 7 ft. high. On the top had been a cedar-tree whic h was about X ft. in diameter. Around 
the base of the mound, on a level with the surrounding surface, were large bowlders laid within an 
inch or two of eac h other. 1‘hese formed a rude circle of single bowlders. No mound was found 
in whir h sue It stones formed sepiares, nor were they laid more than one tier high Such stones are 
not found on the bottom-land at this place, and these may have been brought in canoes up the 
water course (ruin the shores of llat/ic l.ake. They were probably originally outside of the mound, 
and were nearly covered In soil washed down from ii. A second row of bowlders, similar in all 
respects to the fust, was about iX ft. in diameter. The cyst was about 4 ft. scpiare, and 4 ft. high. 
It was covered with a flat stone, which fell in when the cyst was disturbed. Above it were traces 
ol a lire and various strata, as is usual in mounds. The body had been buried in a flexed position, 
lacing east. I he skull was long, the hair rusty black. A copper needle 7 in. long, and j* in. tide k 
at the base, which appeared to have been broken, and three oblong copper plates 1 3.1 in. long 
by I in. wide and in. thic k, with an oblong hole in the middle ol each, were found in the cyst, 
enc losed in cedar-bark 3 in. thick. A small piece of woven fabric-, made of the wool of the moun
tain-goat, was also found.

No. j is under part of the Canadian Vac i!i< Railway embankment. Kxternally it presents the 
I eat tires o| No. 1 It contains a • \st, which, being under the rail road, was not opened.

No. 3 was on the south side of the railroad, slightly to the west of No. 1. In the c \st was 
found the skull of a woman, but the other bones were disintegrated. The skull was long. A 
copper ring enclosed in cedar-bark, and a long strand of hair, were found with it

Point Roiii rts (by Harlan I. Smith),

At Point Roberts pits from live feet to fifteen feet in diameter by from 
three to live fee t deep were- found. They contained human skeletons. In 
some cases, bowlders stood around the edge of the pit, and others covered the 
skeletons. Dr. R. I den Walker of New Westminster, who described these pits 
to us. designated them as wells with paved bottoms which covered graves. 
Dur excavations showed about two feet of vegetable mould in the bottom of 
the pits, which extended down into the shell-mound material. In one pit four 
skeletons were found. I lie bones were disarranged, showing that the position 
ol the skeletons must have been changed alter burial. Over them were traces of 
wood, and above these bowlders. flv whole suggests that the bodies had been 
placed in boxes, and that these boxes were buried in pits and covered with 
bowlders. \\ lien the boxes decayed, tlv- bowlders fell down into the- pit. Tlv 
skeletons ( , •[. ) were found at a depth of from two to three feet below tlv 
bottom of tlie pit. I bère were no objects with them.

S\\ Jt \.x (iuoi 1 (by W. II. Thacker’).
I he ske etons found in the cairns of tlv Sail Juan Islands lay usually oil the 

surface of tlv soil or in an excavation about a foot deep, over which bowlders 
were piled until an oblong cairn was formed, six to twelve feet long by from five

According l" il» description l»y Mi. l.a/< nl.\, thv-c coppci objects resemble lltc spriimvii fourni in Cairn No. 1 ; 
•'ll Norili Saanich ( -»•»• Fig 2 on p o-i, .nul tin- (.id- nlioui I In- three mound- -irongl. -uggest that ilir\ were -imply 
cairns covered with earth —II. I. S.

' Mr. Thacker first published some of these note* mi The American Arch.eologi-t, \ .1 II, Purl 41 April, iSijS), p. cj7
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to nine feet xvi<le and from two to four feet high. Some of the cairns are so old 
that the stones have settled deep into the ground. Especially was this the cast• 
with some found on the most northerly point of San juan Island. These cairns 
appeared the most ancient among those found. Nearly all seemed to have had 
earth scattered over them. Ashes and charcoal were found over the skeletons, 
all of which were charred. The cairn stones, however, showed no signs of having

been burned : still it is possible that the bodies were cremated after being placed 
in the cyst of tin cairn. W ith one exception, the skeletons were found Hexed. 
No objects were found with them, except a slate fish-knife, which was apparently 
put in with material used in making the cairn.

In a number of mounds, most of which are situated on headlands, the skele
ton was found surrounded by a wall of stones, generally placed on edge and
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capped by a large bowlder. The sides of these cysts were from four to six feet 
long. I heir height was about three feet. The skeletons were much charred, 
and above them ashes and charcoal were fourni. Following is a detailed 
description :

No. i C.iirn located near a shell-heap and a spring on San Juan Island, at a point extending 
ini" North Bay (see lig i ). It was tin- largest found on the San Juan (iroitp, living 25 ft. square, 
-• ft. high at the corners, and 5 ft. high in the centre. The sides ran north and south,and east and 
'vest. It was made up of large bowlders, the lower ones being placed on edge A trench extended 
around the cairn, from which was probably taken the earth which covered it. The cyst was small, 
and contained a little ash only.

No. 2. Cairn situated within a few yards of No. 1. It was 12 ft. long, x ft. wide, anil about 
Z ft. high. In the cyst a charred skeleton was found stretched out at full length.

Nos. j and 4 Cairns located on a steep bluff 200 ft. high, north of North Bav.
(• raves under stone-heaps were located between the shell-heaps on San Juan Island, on the 

south shore of (iriffin Bay.
No. 5. Crave located on the north side of an ancient trench, not far from a bluff on the 

southwest side of Lopez Island It was not covered with stones, and was oblong in outline. A 
short distance to the north of this are a number of small stone 1 aims.

Cairns are also located on the shores of Hunter's Bay. Lopez Island.
No (>. Cairn on top of Bald Knob, or t treas Knob, sometimes also known as “The Head of 

Turtle-Back Mountain " This is on < Ire as Island, some distance north of the north end of West 
Sound. It was 10 ft. square and 3 ft. high.

No. 7. Cairn located on Turn Island, on low land, within ,?o ft. ol the beach. It was 7 ft. 
bv 9 ft in outline and 3 ft. high. It was neatly formed, rounded up in the centre, and lightly covered 
with earth. < >11 top rested a bowlder weighing about 1000 pounds.

A number of cairns were located near Fisherman's Bay on Lopez Island. < >ne of these was 
12 ft. long by X ft. wide and about ,t ft. high. Over it some earth was heaped. The body had been 
placed on the ground in a flexed position. The skeleton was partly burned, fragments of the femora 
and vertebra- remaining. Ashes and charcoal were found with it \ lir-tree nearly 6 ft. in diameter 
stood near the cairn, and its roots extended through it. showing that the tree had grown up since 
the erection of the cairn.

North Sa ami 11 (by Harlan I. Smith 1.

Many of the cairns at North Saanich wen- built on top of tin shell-heap 
which is parallel to the beach at the post-office. Some appeared like a small out
crop, but on excavation proved to be cairns with cysts, some of them five feet in 
length, made of bowlders weighing several hundred pounds. The best-made 
ol these cysts were somewhat rectangular, the straightest sides of the bowlders 
being placed inward. They were covered with slab-shaped stones having at least 
one straight side, which was placed downward. Usually tin stones forming the 
cyst constituted the greater part of the structure. The pile was made up of 
few and comparatively small stones.

There were also found cairns so rude that no cyst could be recognized. 
They were simply stone piles, or a few heavy bowlders placed on top of the skele
tons. In some of these rude cairns there was a row of stones placed around the 
body and the material covering it. In these the skeletons usually rested on tin-
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natural surface of the soil, the cairn being built over it. In some cairns with regu
lar cysts the skeletons were found four feet deep. Several cairns were covered 
and filled with clay, so that they appeared like some of the mounds at Hatzic, but 
were much smaller 1 Plate 111, Fig. 2). On the whole, the cairns of this place are 
smaller than those found at Victoria.

In the cairns, well-preserved skeletons (Plate III. Fig. 1 ) were usually found, 
although some were charred, and a few were much decayed. They were in .1 
better state of preservation than any found by us near Victoria, but this does not 
necessarily indicate that the burials were more recent, since more favorable physi
cal or chemical conditions of the soil would prevent rapid decomposition. In iSgS 
we explored twenty-one cairns at this place, a detailed description of which 
follows. Nos. 11 21 were on the north side of the bay.

Cairns explored in 1S9S.

No. 1. On point S. K. of post-office. Its cyst was embedded in the shell-heap, and only .1 
single stone protruded above the surface. About 6 in below the surface the other stonv> were 
found, forming a cyst 2 ft deep, 3 ft. wide, and 5 ft. long Kite side stones were large, and reached 
to the bottom of the cairn. The cover-stones were large, and flat on one side. The fact that small 
barnacles still adhered to some of these stones proves that they were taken up from the beach, A 
fir-tree one foot in diameter was growing up through the cairn. Skeleton ( tils) in burned soil 
mixed with shell, flexed, on right side, head Y K, face W , hands over head. A chipped arrow- 
point (g(3t) was found in cyst.

No. 2. 5 yds I ., of No. 1. A fir-tree 4 ft in diameter, probably over two hundred years old,
over cairn ; roots 8 in. thick over skeleton Cyst 16 in deep in soil, 3 ft wide, 5 ft. long, similar
to that of No. 1. Skeleton ( fiS e) in loam mixed with shell, flexed, on left side, head S., face \\

No 3. 75 yds. S. of No. 2. Formed of a greater number of stones than either No. 1 or
No. 2 Cyst 2 ft. deep, 4 ft. wide, 6 ft. long. Skeleton (,$]{„) in loam mixed with shell, on right 
side, head Y, face XV.

N<> 4. About 25 yds. XX . s XV. from No. 3. Cyst 3 ft. deep, 4 ft. wide, 5 ft. long. Only 
1 single stone projected above the surfa, ■■ A large stone (jJjJ j) in which a small mortar had been 
made was used as a cover-stone over the skull. Skeleton (,ïü,) flexed, on right side, head N . 
fare XV.

No. 5. About 17 yds. N. of No. 3 The stones, 8 in numlrer, showed partly above the surface 
of the soil, and seemed to be merely a retaining row on one side of the body. Skeleton ( t V Ks), ov• 
ered with 14 in. of soil, flexed, head Y, face XX

No. 6. 40 yds. N. of No. 5. Cyst similar to that of No. 1, 3 ft. deep, 4 ft. wide, 5 ft. long.
Some shells ( found in the cyst. Head of skeleton ( 1Ï ! 11 XV., fa, <• >

No. 7. 10 yds. N. of No. <> Cyst 16 in. deep, 3 ft. wide, 4 tt. 6 in. long. Skull and some
bones badly burned, but the surrounding ground and the shells, which constituted part of the soil,
showed no signs of fire. Head of skeleton ( 1^X4) XX"

Nu X. About 40 yds. S. by XV of No. 7, on western slope of shell-mound Cyst well formed, 
1 ft. (1 in. deep, 4 ft. wide, 5 ft. long. Part of one of the cyst stones visible above the surface. 
Head of skeleton (, ï X R ) S. F., face N

No. i, 100 yds Y ot No. 8, on western slope of shell-mound. Cyst well formed, two of its 
stones projecting above the surface. Skeleton (, *X«) on shell material ( -, 13»k unusually large : 
leg-bones out of place, being separated from the pelvis.

No. 9! 1 yd. N. of No. 9. Skeleton burned.
No. 10 About 13J yds. N. of No. 9, on western slope of shell-mound. A skull ((ijjjj) and
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part of a rib were found .* in below surface in shell material (,1g,) next to a bowlder. Probably 
this was not a cairn, Iml the bones, after rolling about, happened to find a resting-place under the 
shelter of the stone.

No. 11 < >n the point across the bay V of post-office There were a great number of
stones visible on the surface, and the whole structure was larger than those on the south side. In 
form it was similar to No 1, Cyst 1 ft. 1> in deep, 4 ft. wide, 6 ft. long. Head of skeleton (, $ X # ) 
V XV., 1 rushed.

No. 1: 6< yds. XV. from No. 11, unusually large, about 8 or 9 ft wide anti 12 ft. long, sides
and ends straight. Cyst well formed, 3 It. deep, 4 ft. wide, 5 It. long. Skull ( fIfK• ) crushed in 
soil Ml*>

No 1 { 8J yds V of No 11 C'vst well defined on surface, 1 ft 4 in deep, 1 ft 6 in wide,
3 ft 6 in. long, similar to No. 1 Head of skeleton (T|fB) S. XV., face S.

No. 14 1 5 yds. \\" of No 11. Cyst a ft. deep, 3 It. wide, 4 ft. long, similar to No. 1 Skele
ton Mît) on right side, head XV , face S. A slate knife Mfe) and an elk-tooth <si23) were 
found here.

No. 15 40 yds. N XV of No. 11 The bowlders were 1 ft. below the surface, so that the
cairn was hardly visible Cyst 2 ft 6 in. deep, 2 ft. wide, 4 ft. long. Head of skeleton (, f â > E

N" 16. n! yds XX of No 11 Cyst ; It. deep, 4 ft wide, 4 ft. long, made of unusually 
large stones. Large roots of a fir-tree were growing through the skeleton Head of skeleton
(ill.IN I

No 17 150 yds N. of No. 11, on the west slope of the sheU-mound, about 15 yds from the
beach It was rectangular in outline and unusually large : 9 ft. wide, 12 ft. long. < >ne large stone
in the N XX" end was higher than the rest, and protruded 18 in. above the sur
face of the soil Cyst 4 ft. deep, 4 ft wide, 6 ft long, well made, with large thin
cover-stones. Above, extending to the top of the projecting stones, and less
than one foot below the surface, was a layer of soil Skeleton ( (ï j(, ) in centre 
of i xst, flexed, head N. XX A copper object (Fig. 2) with small hole near one 
side, evidently for suspension, was found at the head. It resembles in form the 
copper ornaments found in the Thompson River region I see Figs 87-89 and 
Figs. 365-366, \ o|. lit, and appears to be in two layers. Perhaps we have here 
two specimens cemented together by copper salts. Part of a pestle and a stone 
MM slot) were also found in this grave, but they probably belonged to the 
shell-heap refuse into which the cyst extended.

No. 18 About 50 yds S of No. 17, in the same shell-mound. It was barely under the sur 
face, and was covered with stones. The skull of the skeleton found in this cairn was missing.

Nos 1 g, 20, 21 On a point about half a mile N E. of No. 11 Skeletons in cysts In the 
first two of these all the bones were decomposed. The skeleton in No. 21 was charred.

Cairns i\/flora/ in /Ayy.

No 1 ( in point N. XX ut post-office, and about 40 yds. XV. of No. 11 (explored in 1898) 
Poorly made Cyst ill-defined, covered with bowlders weighing about 300 pounds. Skeleton 
MS 1 ) * ft deep in soil, flexed, face N

No 2 5 yds. XV. of N'n 1 Composed mainly of two fiat stones placed over the skeleton
Skeleton MM .5 *n deep in soil, flexed, on left side; hands near neck, which was directed
southward ; skull missing.

No. 3, A rude stone heap near No 2. Skeleton M$g) I ft. deep in soil, flexed, on right side, 
head I". . face down Charcoal and ashes were found in the soil below the skeleton.

No 4 About 6$ yds. F. of No. 2, about 6 ft. wide by 9 ft long. Cyst disturbed by scrub
fir-tree 6 ft. 1 in in circumference, which grew over it. Skeleton MM dial of a child. The roots 
of the tree had pushed the skull about two feet from its natural place, and it was impossible to 
secure some of the bones. Originally the head had been directed towards the northwest.

I IriMinriil" I1 hi 1.it in
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No. 5. On the next point N. E. of Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, about 4 ft. wide by <1 ft. long. Skele
ton tgHSgl 1 ft. (t in. in clay subsoil, flexed, head N. Iv, face down. The right femur is smaller 
than the left.

No. 6. About 25 yds. N. E. of No. 4, about 2 ft. deep, 6 ft. wide, 10 ft. long. Skeleton 
( » K H a > flexed, head N.

No. 7. A pile of stones without cyst on northern end of Shell Island, a small island about 
two miles E. V I" of post-office, skeleton lV,,) only 4 in. deep in soil, flexed, head S. E., face

No. X. On the next island to the east, which is somewhat larger. 5 ft. wide by y ft. long, 
Skeleton (§|Sg) on the surface, covered lirst with earth and then with bowlders, flexed, head V. 
and partly burned, although there was no evidence of fire in cairn.

No. (). On Shell Island Head of skeleton (8jjl|„) S. \V All the bones were more or less 
burned, but no evidence of lire in the cairn was detected.

No. 10. On point about a mile S. S. E. of post-office,' about 4 ft. wide by -S ft. long. Seven 
stones projected above the surface, one at the head end and another at the foot end being specially 
prominent. No cyst. Skeleton (j, -j „ ) 10 in. deep in loam mixed with shell, flexed, head N I

No. 11. Near No. 10. Skeleton (.» 1J, ) on surface of soil, flexed, head N W. The skull was 
the only part not burned. It was covered by stones.

Nos. 12 and 13. In close contact, forming one oblong mass of bowlders, extending from 
S W. to N E. No. 12 formed of seven large stones enclosing skeleton. Skeleton ( gJJJg | on surface 
of soil, covered with gravel and shell fragments showing surf-worn edges, flexed, on back, head S ., 
bands crossed over the chest. No. 13 formed ot bowlders enclosing skeleton. Some of them were 
taken from the beach. Skeleton (âi|Jj) on surface of soil, covered with gravel and shell heap 
material to a depth of 4 in., flexed, head S. E.

Nos. 14 and 15 A short distance E of Nos. 12 and 13, and also forming a group (see Plate III. 
Eig. 11 : No. 15 being N. N \V. of No 14 Some of the bowlders found in these cairns were from 
the beach. Some were covered with barnat les, and others were rounded and smooth. The stones 
surrounded the skeletons. Skeleton in No. 14(2X44) on surface of soil, covered with gravel ami 
surf-worn shell fragments mixed with charcoal, a large stone slab resting on top of this material : 
flexed, on left side, head S. S E, hands to face. Skeleton in No. 15 (*Xïs) 1111 the right side, 
slightly flexed, head S. S. I . . face N. E : right arm extended along the side, anil flexed to shoulder ; 
left upper arm extended along the side, and forearm crossed over the body.

No. 16. 10 vis \V of No. 15,4 ft wide by 5 It long. Three stones only projected above
the surface; but there were about sixty, weighing front 25 to 75 pounds each, in the cairn, below 
the surface of the soil, which was mixed with shells to a depth of about 6 inches. Skeleton ( 3Xjf,; ) 
2 ft. (> in. deep in soil, flexed, head S. I lie bones were much more decomposed than those in 
either No. 14 or No. 15. A Douglas fir-tree 3 It. in diameter stood on top of the cairn ; and the 
roots, one of which was over X in. in diameter, grew over the femurs, and had displaced the skeleton.

No. 17. \bout 200 yds. W of No. 1(1 It was about 1 ft. 6 in. high, and filled to a level with
the highest bowlders with yellow clay, w hich probably originally covered the cairn. This feature is 
decidedly striking when 1 ompan <1 to < aims like No. 14, in which the skeleton is found on the natural 
surface of the soil, surrounded by a row of bowlders, and covered with gravel. Skeleton (agît) in 
cyst in centre of cairn, on 1 lay subsoil 2 ft. 6 in. below top of cairn, or about 1 ft. below the 
natural surfai t : flexed : head W. N U It was much decomposed. Several barnacles and crabs 
were found with it.’

No. iX. 10 yds, U N. U tit Nd 17, and similar to it in appearance. Skeleton (gXXn) 14 in. 
deep in mixture ol clay and loam, flexed, head V W , fat 1 S Several crabs were found with it.

No. U) ( Plate III. Eig. 21 15 yds. S W of No. iX, 1 ft. (> in. high, 4 ft wide, it It. long.

1 Three a l lition.il cairns at lilts place vontained skeletons dial were almost 1 ouipletely cremated.
• Several cairns similar t" tIti- one, ami near it. were not examined, as large trees, which we were mil allowed to 

disturb, were growing over them.
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like No. 17, it was tilled to the level of the highest bowlders with yellow clay, which |>r<>|>.il>lv 
originally covered the cairn. Skeleton (âÜ’j„) in a mixture of clay and earth at a depth of 3 ft. 
from surface, or 4 ft 6 in. from top of cairn, tl.-xed, head N W , f u e I A Douglas fir-tree about 
3 ft- in diameter stood at the foot of the cairn ; and some of its roots, over X in. in diameter, 
extended over the skeleton.

No 20 (Plate III. I ig. 2). 5 yds. V \V of No. 19, and similar to it. A few clam-shells
were in the grave. Skeleton (gJJ,, I. that of a child, 4 feet below surface, or 4 It. 6 in. from top of 
1 aim, flexed, head N. U .. face S.

No. 21. 5 yds S. S. W. of No 20 1 ft. 6 in. high, .X ft. wide, to ft. long. Cyst 2 ft wide In
.1 ft long, extending 1 It (1 in. down below the surface, or 3 ft. below top of cairn, made of large
bowlders, with large ll.it cover-stones. Over the top of these was about X in. of earth : and then
to the top of the cairn were bowlders, between which was .1 mixture of clay and earth Skeleton
( -.Ü, I 3 It below surface, or 4 ft. 0 in. In-low top of cairn. Hexed, lie til N N. W , face S. Three 
crabs and some shell-heap refuse and charcoal were found in the grave. Crabs were not found in 
• aims except in this immediate vicinity and on this particular point.

No. 22. 3 yds. S by K. of No. 21, 1 It. high, 2 ft. wide, 3 ft. long. Some charcoal was found
in the grave Skeleton (.,Ü $51 3 It below the surface or 4 ft. below top of cairn, Hexed, head
VU . fat e S.

No. 23. 50 yds. S. XV. of No. 1 It. high. An arbutus-tree 3 feet in diameter, and a fir of 
about the same size, were both growing to the S. K of the cairn. Their roots extended over the 
skeleton Skeleton ( »|;”31 2 ft. 0 in. deep in soil, flexed, head S„ face Y K.

No. 25. On the third point S. I. of post-ofliec, 1 ft. <> in. high, f> ft. wide, X ft. long. Cyst
poorly formed, being composed simply of a single row of stones, against which the skeleton lay. 
Skeleton ( 2XY51 in shell-mound material. Hexed, mi the ha< k. head N \\.

No. 2(1 5 yds. N W. ut N 1 25 Only a single stmie covered the skeleton. Skeleton (4||e)
1 ft. deep in hard clav, Hexed, head N U

No. 27. too \ds N I ol No. 2(1. 1 ft. (. in. deep, 3 ft. wide. 5 ft long. Skeleton ( 8 g - ) 
flexed, head S , face down.

No t8 • yds N N - 27, ii ft long by ft wide One of tin cover-stones weighed 
about 500 pounds. Skeleton I in 1 y si, flexed, head N \V . fatN I .

No ,’i). 15 yds N ol No 2X, 3 11 high, <1 It wide, X It. long. C\st 1 overed by a bowlder
weighing about 700 pounds. Some shell-heap material was in the grave. Skeleton (Mm ) Hexed. 
In ad N : roots of a lir-trec ; feet in diameter extended over 11.

No 30. 20 yds. N. ol No 29 Skeleton (8;!„) flexed, head N , face S. K ; roots of a lir
tree 4 It. in diamelei extended over it

V uutiiku I5\x, m \k X’b itiki \. 15. V.

Cairns arc very num< rotts at this point. Manx have hem oprneil at iliffer- 
«• nt times I in various parties. In C )vtol>rt\ 1897, txvriUy-onr xvere explored I >\ 
Marian I. Smith ; xvhilr in April of the following year a like number xvere inxes- 
tigateil 11\ ( ii-ranl l<>\\kr.

Report of //nrIon /. Smith.

No. I, Xpproximately rectangular, to ft S. I. and N XV. by 11 ft. N I'., and S U ; maxi
mum height ahow surface of surrounding Held, 16 in., grave extending down about 3 in. into the 
gravelly subsoil, and ■ overed In two larg • stones. No traces of bones.

No. 2. A typical small cairn partly filled in with earth, 1 ft. 5 in. high, 9 ft. K. and WX ft 
ff in N and S. This « lirn was not excavated by us.
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No. 3. This appeared lo be a simple conical pile of stones, without cyst or special cover- 
stones, i ft. high, 8 it. in diameter In the grave, which extended to the gravel below, there was 
no trace of bones

No. 4. X typical example of the large stone heaps.
No. 5. In this cairn irregular bowlders projected above the other cairn stones. Two pieces 

of broken shell anil a little charcoal were lound in its cyst.
No. 6 (Fig. 3; Plate V, Fig. 1). T his structure is a nearly square enclosure, made up of 

six large bowlders and some small stones resting upon an outcrop near the crest of the hill rising 
westward from Cadboro Bay. The straightest sides of the -.ix large bowlders are turned inward, 
and so the walls of the cyst are fairly straight. The enclosure was clean, save for less than two 
inches of moss growing on the bed-rock, while rubble and bowlders were banked up on the outside
of the cyst, 

tance S. W. of NY
Fnclosures similar to the preceding, extending nearly K. and W„ and a short dis- 
6, No. 7,r being the most southerly. Three circles, each about 3 ft. in diameter, 

and formed of small bowlders, were in contact with No. 7a, one 
N , one S , and one at the S W. corner. Four lines of small 
bowlders radiated from the same enclosure. — two westward, 
slightly diverging ; one to the north ; and one to the northeast. 
T hese circles and lines are very crude, being barely discernible, 
as the ground is so strewn with bowlders that lines and circles may 
be imagined in many directions. Cattle and sheep graze on these 
grounds, and disarrange bowlders of the size composing these 
structures. It is said that the latter have been kept in repair by 
the recent settlers. Their repairs probably account lor the regu
larity of the circles and lines. The central stones of the cairns 
and enclosures are of such size that they could not be disarranged 
by cattle. Mr. Deans states that some years ago he saw Indians 
who said that they had seen such enclosures used in ceremonies, 
and that fires were built in them. X natural crack in the nick was 
pointed out by him as a blood-trough. With the exception of a few 

ashes, or charcoal was found, other than mightparticles of decayed bone found in N 
easily be accounted for by the log tires made 
during the clearing of the land by the Hudson 
Hay Company.

No. 8 A rather rude cairn S ft. in diam
eter K and W. by toft N and S, and 1 It gin 
high. Among the top stones was found a granite 
object of ellipsoid shape, with a saucer-shaped 
depression at the ends of the short diameter (Fig 
4). It may have been artificially formed, and, if 
so, is the only stone object, to our knowledge, 
found among the bowlders of a cairn It is mm h 
weathered. A portion of a skull was found in 
the cairn at the southern end of the grave, which 
was hollowed down into the yellow gravel below 
the layer of dark surfai t1 soil

Nos. v, 9./, y/-. Three cairns, the first twu 
6 in. in diameter. No y.i being 20 ft > of No 9. 
and had been opened 
at this place.

of which were respectively 15 ft. to in and i<> If. 
The third cairn (9b) was 18 it. 6 in. K. of No. 91 r. 

T he relative dist me between these cairns indicates their great frequency

TPlate X'. Fig. 2). No to, a cairn 12 ft. in diameter, the tup of the largest
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stone projecting 3 ll. above the ground. This is an example of cairns in which a very large bowl
der was used to form one side of the cyst The structure was built up at one side of the large 
bowlder. This cairn was not excavated bv us. \o. 10,7, a cairn 12 ft. K of No. to, 13 ft. in diam 
eter. its highest stone extending 2 ft. 2 in. above the surface of the ground. Its cyst was even I \ 
walled, especially along the eastern side, by turning inward the smoothest and i ;st sides of 
the bowlders used in its construction. It was rectangular, and extended X. and S Not all cysts 
extend in this direction. No trace of bones remained in it

In one other cairn a disintegrated skull was found at the north end of the grave. I'he legs 
were Hexed I he bones were much decayed, and 1 setnhled line gray powder In all of the other 
cairns, except No. S, the bones wen entirely do ived. Other cairns explored yielded no additional 
information.

Report of Gerard F010Ice.

A very few of the cairns explored were found to contain skeletons in a fairly 
complete state of preservation. < )ccasionally it was possible in secure nearly every 
hone; in others the remains were in such condition that while small or thin 
hones 1 on exposure to tin air, larger and more solid ones could he
removed if sufficient care were exercised. In most, however, the frame was so 
decayed and soft as to preclude exhumation of any of its parts, while in some no 
trace of hone could he seen. I his difference in condition does not necessarily 
indicate that a great length of time intervened between early ami later burials ; it 
is due principally to the varying capacity of the soil for retaining moisture.

All excavators agree in the statement that with the exception of a small 
piece of copper, no artificially shaped objects of any character were discovered in 
the graves. Kxcept that no bones were found whose condition allowed of their 
removal unbroken, tin- results corresponded with those of previous explorers.

1 he first foot or thereabouts from the surface of the ground is composed of 
a very loose, dark, fertile loam ; a hole made in this, filled again with the material 
that yvas taken out. presents no marks by which its limits may be determined. 
For this reason it sometimes happens that the margin of a cairn, the outline of a 
grave, or the depth of a burial-pit, is not to be ascertained with exactness. Melow 
the surface soil is a mixture of sand and gravel, packed quite hard, some of it due 
to disintegration of the native rock (a diorite or trap), but the greater part being 
a glacial deposit, granitic in character. An excavation in this, refilled with the sub
stance removed, will, under ordinary circumstances, be always easily traceable ; for 
the undisturbed deposit is usually more or less stratified, and when once loosened 
will not pack in as solid as it was at first. When the yellow sand and the dark 
superficial earth are intermingled, as i^ tin case in most of these graves, the 
line of demarkation between the untouched earth and that which has been re
placed is distinct. No special effort yvas made to form a symmetrical or sharp
ly defined grave. Indeed, with rude tools accuracy would be difficult or even 
impossible of achievement. In every case it was plain that the hole had been 
scooped out in the beginning to a si/e sufficient for its intended purpose, without 
particular care or thought as to what the exact dimensions might he ; and when 
completed, large stones were rolled on in such a manner as to cover and protect

55

41



*‘ijf> ^1 lj 9 aards r punnjjns <>i su paSuiujB os ‘punoj au» sauo ja||6ius atij puésjapi.woq ,aHjc| <4aa 
,ia|.iau ‘opjSU UMOjtp u.mi| prq 'spunod SZ <ii du 'soyis KiiouvA jo sauois jo |ii:o| UoMbai n japy 

qHiq ui <f ij z pur ‘ o) | in 9 ij (i 1 s "1 \ ij ti
* i *ir v -< -1 > :i *• 11<>1 i \ ........ \> ■! ><j .in. v j

\ : \
■apis .Ijaaa uo uoiu'aimxa aqi puoAaq Huqiuaixa

pur ‘uopisod puuiru sp m ■|sit|.is jossiaufl jn qaojJOSSI.AUd JO JJ.IOJ IL'U I
scaa oainîI dip jo Uioiioq aqj ipjou piraq .up ipi « apis 
•up uo ni piv| pur 'Apsu|.i iou jnq 'paxag uaaq ptq 
Apuq .u| | ij r jo ipdap u jr uoiapijs Aaviuauitiwj r 
uiiuj japr| .up papuedas tpjta jo saq;iu| «aj r : tpua 
spunod oSc oi oSi uiojj jo sjap|.uo(| jiioj b.ijb slip 
uiipiM ajatt ajaip 'sauojs j.iprui- aubui s.ipis.ip \\
pur ;.| u; <i ij ; A«| s pur \ p <> pajnscaui ui.up Aq 
papumujns a.»rd< aqj ( i fli.| -j| aji’ld) t|>ra spunod 
ooI- «.i ooz tuojj WuiqHiatA ‘siap|Moq xis Aq pauuoj 
aja.» spua aip pur , », ,
apis jsbo aqq ypuB ;ih j -i \ ii'ju ' v "j.-.jpv i

• H-IM J., |u Ul|,| • S, ,
\ HutA| put pupjax 

Aptau aarjins jug 
auo qp.M ‘a.uqd ui 
*4ap|Moq aHiiq r jo 
pauuoj sbxt qaiq.At 
jo apis jsa.At aqi 
•a.ttuH y ' °\

la ‘|pi)(s u jo siu.uuSmjipdap r it quits p.upntsipun uo ‘icy paqsiua ‘puss t jo sju.uuSbjj 
iiio4j uiaqi paicjrdas qura jo saqau; aa.ij y aaujjns aip M0|3q
liait papuajxa pur 'uiopoq aqi it aja.tt sauo jaHjiq aqi : îqHiatt / -x /

ui spunod Aijij oi ajuno uu uiojj sauois qjiAt ui x1 jo iqHiaq t j ^ S~ ~s
o| papij sr.At ujlpiAA u.nraq.p \\ s "I \ uiojj isaHtioj ‘ssojjb
ui 9 ij S Aq ij S aards r Huisiqaua Naiauivip ui jaaj o wj tq inoj
r uiojj sjap|AAoq uaaaja jo aaoj r jo tiupsisuoa ‘(S Hiq | ainpno jiqnajia jo U4ira \ i n\

•suj|i!3 oim-XjU'i.ui
jo suomuo|ilx t Xui jo ijod.u |i.i||vi >|> v si i1u|.wo||o,| 'paiimio ilium | sn|iiuim
.1 All-).>104(1 .>l| 1 JO .istll|l ‘j.ldojd lAL'Jji .ll|l oi î^UOj.KJ si! UA\Ol(S .141! Ij.UIS X|UO ‘UO|S 

-IIJUO.) |)j().\l! O | 'JIU1104J> .ll|l JO .I.UÎJ.IIIS ,ll|l 11! JJO ])i)im|(l Xjlpuullis .I4.I.W S.IIIOIS

.n|i ni: ji 4P. X l< lr |)|I1oa\ X. »i( i sir s tu jim • >i| i jo sui!|d a\oi|s supi.i>js .iu||iiio .ii| \ 

•[i!j4.)ii:ui oii;X|j.t|uin .U|i jo .uiiii.'u »i|i uoclii ivij.w iuios î<u||iu.i(l.)|) ‘s.u|;ui| u i.iunuj
Si! SI! 40 11|Î1|.I SI! .1|11|| SI! S.HUjl.HUOS l|HlUll|l '||()S(|I1S |>. .Iljl Olllj

S.ll|.lll| II. • 1 inoc|1! SJIU.IIX.I 11(1 I \1!4 m H|1 ‘.l|llj ir S\ l(14V.l p;)(|4lllS||llll1 1S.IAM1[ .11(1 oi 

|.IA.1| (lUilU.lîl .11(1 JO .lUl.qd .11(1 UIOJJ .I.)U1!1SI|I (I! >| 14.»A .11(1 S| 1||||.I|I SJ1 : |U1S >J4C|) .Ujl 

oil IX (4.1(11111 (.lAtU^ (>Uir (Illirs .11(1 JO (III) .11(1 11! p.UllSIMUl SI .lAl.’JÎf 1! jo J.)}aUILM|) 

.il| I -S.IIIOIS 1S,H|Î1|1| .11(1 JO Sllol .11(1 oi .UVJ4IIS lll.is.l4il .11(1 JO .)U1!((I (V4.IU.1ÏI

■ ujl 11104j s; iqîiioq .ii[i : suojiisod |eu;i1j4o Jj.»i|i ujiri u m ju.iddi! ipjq.w s.iuois
1S0UI4.I1I1O .11(1 II.I.I.\\1.I(| *04111.13 S1J SS04.li: | ». >411S1T. I III Sj U4I1M 1! JO 1|1|11MJ(( ,ll| |

•.i|(|vu|i!livun sj uojsi.i.ud suoiijpuo:) ipus .i.ipun 4oj ‘.iiuiu 
-jXOjddl! X|UO .141: 140(1.14 i1ujA\(l||OJ .>1(1 III ll.iAlo Slll.illl.14llSV.iUI X (111. » Il I liASUCl^) 'lj

oi.u 1 v1111v.no.) nsi.i.imi .no s\>n\ .)‘hnmo.i <in\ m i ins

41



SMITH AND FOWKE, CAIRNS OF RRITISII COI.UMMA, ETC.

the sides practically parallel with those of llu- «aim. The interior was nearly filled by three 
bowlders measuring respec tively in their three dimensions 15 it).. 11 .*.s . 18 in., ami
4° N 2(* X <6 in. 11'ig. M Ml w« i< laid with the longest diameter aiross the guv- and the shortest 

I orbed in tin «ontln rn h ill of the vm losnrt I he r ent 
ing stone lay partly over a « ir. nlar grave pit 36 in. in diameter, whieli extended well under tin 
northern stone. This was filled with loosely-par ked line earth, and its bottom v .. 18 in. beneath 
the overlying bowlder. < lose tu the southern margin was a skull artilii ially flattened and laterally 
compressed.

No. |. A small « aim, being only 7 ft. in diameter anil a few in. In-- high. \ ma of small 
« obble-stones and pebbles was piled over stones of 1 o pound- weight or more, wlm li > ov« reil a 
grave 3 ft. (> in. in diameter and .• It 7 in. in depth. At tin- bottom of this was a closely flexed 
skeleton, laid on right sid<, head U The skull was llallenvd from glabella t«> vertex and from 
crown to base.

No. 5. \ cairn covering a spa. e X ft. ., in. by 7 It s m . being longest \ I ., and S. W \
bowlder 45 2 ; • .*2 in. lay in the we-tern half of the< aim, it- top almost lev el with tie surrounding
surface. I nder its centre was a skull, flattened front and back : tin- remainder of tin skeleton, 
which was flexed and placed on it- right side, lav toward tin middle of the « .urn A laver of fine 
yellow sand extended over the body, I wo other bow hier-, min h -m Hr tli in the lir-t, « oinpleled 
the covering ol the grave, Which was ,5 ft. deep and the same in diameter I he 1 aim itself consisted 
of a single thi< kness or layer of small stones, covering and surrounding tin . bowlders.

No 6 \ cit
Irom it- top, the spa« e- between tin in being idled mill -mallet -loin - of v r ym. - / .. from bow Id. 1 
a loot ill tliii kness down to line tuvcl W li 1. tlte-e w.-ie « leaned avvav, .1 lit large bowlder 
'll" a red ' >n< of in, the It
and extending partially under it, had been carried to a depth of 20 in., and emilainvil a grave pit

possible to tell in what position tin bo.lv lud been interred. I'lu grav. ! .1 been nearly filled with 
earth, and the other -even howldei- roll. .1 next to the .me in pl.n e Tin . ; Jit cover. <| an a tea of 
•) ft. by 10 ft. 6 in., longest Y and S.

No. 7 was rudely square in form, with e.u li -ide 11 ft long On the southern side, stones were 
placed close together in two parallel rows . foot apart, ext. nding to a distance of s tt. at a right 
angle from the edge of the « aim. <)n the north -ide two similar row- ; ft. apart reached out 4 tt . 
and were connected at the etuis bv otlu r ton. - I ia ■ utli under and about these rows had no 
appearance of any previous disturbance. XII tin- -ton -, in* hiding those ..f the < aim itself, w« r. 
small, none weighing over -, 1 pounds. I'ndet the • ente ,| the . aim was a grave 2 ft. (1 in. in 
diameter and 1 It. 0 in. deep No trace ..( b.nn - rem.lined in it

No. 8. A eait
place, formed an end and a side ol tin- grave, md - \ oilier- in .1 mile an completed an en« Insure 
within wliii h lav three covering bow I dvrs Ml ex. e| t t'.e two u. el were rounded by we tillering 
till ice-action, and weighed from • to j pounds «• 11 . • iv«- was somwvh.it elliptic.d.
extending 3 ft. 6 in. N. XV. and s I bv - ti m ne.--; it w a- more shallow'than u-u.il, being but 

1 ft 1 ni m depth 1 tub -m ill fragment >t ho 
the head lay toward the south.

No. 9. X practically squat. • urn hum ... 1- ' n 10-s nul • it. «. in. high (I _ ; i 
: ■ 1 1, u 1,; : . ■ X ; ov

some of these weighed from 1; e. • , pound- I11-1.L «.1 1 n- e . • .•._!•• » - mother 7 tt. 5 in. by 
5 ft. i) in. in extent, living l.mge-t from s I t . Y \\ It w 1- outlined In -tones from 40 tn 60 
pounds in weight laid on the origii 1 it... I nteivcmng ; u • was tilled with earth, pebble-,
and cobble-stone- The inner row -nitonml, d tiv, I u_. -.... . - ; u 11 derm atli these, 1 toot Iw tin-
general level of the ground, was still another 1 . t m.l. of « 1 ale -ton - mil small angular fragments 
etn losing a space 2 It. 4 in. by j It. | in. ( I'lale 11. I 1. 1 I In- l.ouierul tin mu. not ..iavi
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whose liulluin was X in. bcloxx llv
I 1

live or six inches of earth from a rectatgul ir graxr-pit 
ll contained a clo-elx Hexed skeleton, I ml mi 
left side, head S The forehead was llatteneil 
hut otherwise the skull was of ordinary shape.
Some small angular stones lax s. altered along 
the margin of the | it. Imt not in contact v\ 
ce|it near the head.

No. ii A i aim, tw- ul - ..| win. h. ilu 
north and the vast, each formed a neailx 
Straight line, and tin- rest .,1 t! i , rimeter 
irregtil.il < Iirxe ll .-..tended I - It. \ Old s . 
ll ft 6 in. I ml W ii d w i • t l"l Ii .
(Plate IV, | |_ I) IT, vi ,, ngm w i

level at which they rested. In it was a fluxed skeleton, on the 
somewhat flattened on the forehead, Imt was normal in other 

respects. Some of the 
teeth were much worn.

No. to. A rectan
gular < aim U ft. <i in. N. 
and S., io ft. 6 in. K. and 
" , and 2 ft. v in. high.

I lie upper portion xvas 
composed of small stones. 
\\ lien they were removed, 
there was left an irregu
lar wall or row of stones 
surrounding ten large cov
ering-bowlders (Fig. 8) ; 
of these, li\< were stih-an- 
gular or fragmental, and 
live somewhat flattened 
or slab-like. One of the 
latter, at the north end, 
and four of the former, 
were laid flat ; the others 
were inclined at various 
angles. Home of them 
extended into the earth 
fully a foot lower than 

, .ii.,„ the surface level. The
deepest xvere separated by 

in. by t ft. 4 in., longest N. and S.

rather large m< ks lirmlx <•
I irtli : within,on the sun u 
ering mi ks m \ an in.. 
xvere •" lithgc ,1, 1 • > 1 ix tw,,

II inn 1 1 mie half 1 in le ! u i»v 
.11 ross ; this ari.niaviiu m in, 
- nleiit.il. \ 1 . !m„ I,i _r n 
.1 ft., longest V anil S , had depth of 2 ft.
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V in. The north end ami iilioul lull ni' e.n h si,h adi.u vnt had a few cobble-stones placed within 
the margin of the grax vpit I r.n vs nl hone win :... nd, hut not enough to determine thv position 
of the skeleton. The bottom of tin- gr n, ». . .j n tn■ i.!.K.

No i ■ X rain «
covered with cobble-stones and small pebhlv When these wen - bared away, four large bowlders 
were disclosed. < I ne. measuring 30 x ?<• .50 in , was p!,i., 1 at the . entre of the cairn ; the other
three, liât or slab-like, weie leaning against it on tin w st, tioiili, md e isi sides, at angles of front 45 to 
75 degrees. A smaller one, on edge, w.i- betw. en tlms- n. ti ,• north and e 1st. \round these rover
ing-stones a row of rounded bowlders nmu 1 m iu,g 1! u - in le ,, ft. \ md S. l-x s ft. K. and W. 
Under tht • entrai «torn «
it except the fragmentary skull, win- h was 1.0 lier 1 ■ k and heat y. ami ■ mtewhat liât timed at the
front and hack. I lie body h id ............ x m d and surrounded with •mall stone-, and the large
bowlder at the centre rolled dir • 11 y on t! II . 1 w.i- hetwein • 11 <i in. and ; ft. in
diameter and a little l-'-s than 2 ft. (> in ,1- p 

No. 13. A
from it ; but the liase md margin \ui mint. I im i-rmed a regular rectangle 16 ft. by

'
6 in., though it may lute had 1 u 1 • r ■ -, ■, 1 •, ;-11. I , 1 >l M 1 loi'. |. Iil.il ... Mile -tones, and small 
angular fragments were I. it : all l.u 1 h ! ' 1 i,v. i I In gru< w 1. under the ll it
central stone and the stone next n- un 1 h , 11. j :r, u _. ■ 11 1, in r>• s. and roughly 
elliptical in outline Ximmd Is ..1 tii .10 1 t , im a 11..hi tin • entrai stone — was a
row of angular rocks from 5 in j; pounds in w.-iglu No tr.n -• o| bone remained ; but there was 
evidence of decayed wood, wlii< h max, hoxvcxcr, I ix. I n only the résidu of .1 large root intro
duced by natural mean- 

No. 14. A caii
gular space fl ft. 6 ill. l x S It., Inn I . ail.i x\ I i..p tx •miloiui in l.-xe| with the general 
surface, giving the strin tore an iinlin In d ippv.u 1 tin < I omg 11 the top. an angular liât 
stone was fourni at the centre, snmnmdi .1 by eight how Id-1 xx. igl.mg from twenty to sixty pounds
each. I'nder the central-n w. u : i- I :i m im li--r in--• -i - .-ill- .. .......... . I tv ti u -> 1 .1 skeleton
Only small fragments of I.... . w. 1. • - I . n- w.-x.-i, c. ..x ih 1 tn. head had lain
toward the -outh.

No
It \vp surrounded by ten bow 1-1. 1-to-in ; 1 ..,1 1.. ihi- n • 1 m di.imelx r, placed at irregular inter
vals. There xxere elex eti In _ ' ■ n- - ll. - " ; . Iv in - u Mending a lull, below ill-
natural soil. Ilelow these was Im - ..Ink ■ Vx 1. -1 ingul u -pi. e of 40 ill. by 50 in.

I
from ft in. to 12 in. below the vox, ring m

No. ifi. A cairn with four nearly -11.light -id,-, in mmg nearlx due V S. .m,| I \V It xx as 
i,:.li m length, - 11 in width it the ■ • t ■; -• In it xvas a
grave 4 ft. 3 in. K. and NX'., 2 ft. s in. \ ami s.. and It. <i in. in depth. On the bottom was a 
skeleton, flexed, on I,It -ide. h . I XV i ■ * 1 r r, k ..vied . ax in. and r, -md directly on tin 
bones, which were xeix soft and cru-h, ,1 int ■ 11 igimiit 1 >11, -ail" ■ ■■x, : n. r,n ks lax on th skull 
and pressed it forcibly against 1 laigv stone, in pl.v xxlu, I, loriivd iliv m -i end of the gi.ixe The 
fragments of skull were in -in It cm-liiion th il il - I, ip • . ■ .ul.l mi b- 1 .,, it mini.

No. 17 (Plate IV, Fig lit external app, lain m enlh nvi.n .1, si.,mini on the gentle 
slope of a still-xvater sand and giaxel ihpi-ii him 1 -m 11 1- m di.mi, t,-i md ; 11 In li. with a
slight depression 4 H. xxide around it, from which e.mh bid ! en t ks, n 1........ . tln-i urn. This
depression is nowhere more than 6 in. deep at present, but w 1- much deeper when made. There were 
ten or twelve cubic yards of earth, with w Inch w, t nimgl.'.l 1 tv,, -m ,11 ho xv I tiers, , ,-xering a < aim 
made of six large and ten smaller stones (I ig. 9) : the I tiger weighed from : o to 5 pounds each, the 
smaller from 20 to 75 pounds. They covered an area 6 ft. 6 in. by S It., nearly rei tangular in out-
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line, longest K. and W. Vmlvr these stones were six others from 20 to 50 pounds in weight ; and 
beneath the last, with from live in eight inches of earth intervening, were traces of a skeleton, flexed, 

nu left side, head S. I he skull was so decayed and crushed 
that its original shape could not lie determined ; the bone was 
ipiite thin,and three teeth found were much worn. The grave 
containing these remains was 3 ft. 11 in. in diameter and 2 ft

\". 18. A cairn partly covered with earth (Plate I, Fig. 
11. The tumulus had a rectangular outline measuring 10 ft. 
la 13 fi . with the longer axis X. and S. It stood on a gentle 
-l"pe, with a slight depression all roll ltd except at the south end 
The earth was piled to a height of 2 ft. over a cairn composed 
"I" three main bowlders, each weighing about half a ton. These 

11 \ . 1 surrounded and covered a grave nearly circular in outline, 3 ft,
in diameter and 2 ft. in depth. Oil the bottom of this, under 

nearly 1 toot of earth, lay a flexed skeleton. • 11 left side, head S The skull, which was directly 
under the I ir. c-t rni k. was small, and flattened Iront and bar k.

V' "1 Ini mill n-rl r.iirn, standin.’mi the brink ol a terrace It was 12 It. in diameter 
and 1 H <> in high, with a dvpn >-i..ii II 1 m,l. being "vergtovvn with grass, it was not s 11 Hit iently 
distinct to show in a photograph. When the superincumbent earth was removed, the cairn was 
lotmd to • '-nsist of three bowlders weighing from ;oo to 800 pounds. Beneath them, at a depth of

1 I
skeleton wa- that of .1 young person, the second dentition not being completed.

X" \ cairn, like the last three, covered with earth. A shallow depression extended
entirely round it I’lio mound si out I on the brink of a terrace, ami was 12 ft. long from K, to \V , 
10 11. in breadth, and 1 fi. 8 in. high. Many stones showed above the sod, five of them projecting 
from 6 in. I" 1 • m above its top. ( In. of these, in pi n e, at the centre of the mound, was too large
lo move w il I lout niech.mil al aid : it formed the western -ide ol a grave pit, the cast cm edge of which
was alino-t under the < "ire-pomling margin of tin mound. In the grave, at a depth ot 2 ft. to in. 
below natural urfac level, was a sU let.m. flexed, on left nle, hack straight, head W. I he skull 
was 1 rushed to small fraginent-.

N" 21 A cairn 1 insisting of a mi-. ..t granite and a number of bowlders (Plate I, Fig. 2).
I be granite, deeply embedded on a gentle eastern slope, and with a flat, vertical lace on the 
lower side measuring 7 It ; in in length, formed the upper or western side of .1 grave which was 
covered wit' bowlders of v mous i/ • In the bottom ol the grave were a few fragments of human
hones ; enough t" -how that the head had lain again-t the large rock, and the flexed skeleton
towards the ca I. I'begiavi was sli illow, and banlv large enough to hold the both

No. 22. \ 1. im opened in iSij; by Mr O. < ' Hastings. It bad a well-defined wall on each 
side, built tip "I large bowlder II body, flexed, lay crosswise between these walls, in a grave 
surrounded with small stones. The skeleton was entire and well preserved.

W1111 ' 1:1 v Island (by Harlan 1. Smith).

('aims <x/loved in July, iSgg.

I In cairns oft \\ liiilln \ Island resemble those found near Victoria more 
than do those of other plan s. Many of them are built at the sides of large 
bowlders. I he body usually rests on the right side, with the head west and the 
face toward the largest bowlder, the small stones being at the hack.
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N». i A cairn 5 fi. in diameter, consisting of one very large bowlder, against which small 
stones were piled. The large bowlder was in front of the body, and formed the western side of 
the cyst. Each end consisted of one stone ; and a wall made of several small stones formed the 
eastern side. Skeleton (5^3! M a depth of 1 ft., flexed, on right side, head N„ face W.

No. -• A cairn similar to No. 1 in that it was built against a large bowlder, which formed the 
south side of the cyst. I he body faced the large bowlder, while the opposite side was built of 
small stones, each end of a medium-sized bowlder. Skeleton at a depth of 2 ft., flexed, on
right side, head W.. face S., hands near the knees.

No. 3. A cairn formed of small bowlders irregularly placed. Skeleton ( 2Ç s) at a depth of 
- • 11,1 fac e and chest, head S, and lower legs flexed over thighs ; arms straight along sides of
trunk, hands to the pelvis.

No. 1 A < urn similar to Nos 1 and 2. in that the largest cyst bowlder was opposite the < best 
of the skeleton. I hi-, side of the 1 W was pieced out at the foot by another bowlder. The foot 
and head of the cyst were each made of a single bowlder: while the northern side, being at the 
ha< k of the skeleton, was formed of small stones. Skeleton (X„ | at a depth of » ft. o in., flexed, 
on right side, head U ; upper arm ■ extended out 11 • »m the body, one hand being at the chin, the 
other to tin knees

No. s ' rectangiil.il cairn formed ui small bow Mets, It v . not higher than the surrounding 
.oil, but the bowlders extended down to the skeleton. Skeleton ( 2j|lj, ) at a depth of 2 ft. t> in., 
flexed, on right side, head S. W,, hands over far e.

No. o A < aim consisting of two large stones at the head and one at the foot, with many 
small bowlders over the skeleton. Skeleton (sKV«> ai a depth of ? ft., badly decomposed, head 
S S. W.

No. 7. A «aim formed ■•! a large bowlder in front of the skeleton, with a small one at the 
foot, another at the head, and small bowlders at the back. Skeleton (,£$v) at a depth of 2 ft , 
badly decomposed, flexed, on right side, head \ W

\n S. \ cairn consisting of two large stones in front, one at the back, a small bowlder at the 
head, and another at the foot. Skeleton (8|;||n) at .1 depth of 2 ft. (> in., flexed, on right side, head 
W., hands to the hips.

No. y. A cairn consisting of bowlders of medium si/i*. Skeleton at a depth of 3 ft,, much 
decomposed, flexed, on right side, head \\ . hands at the knees.

No. 10. A cairn consisting of one very large bowlder in front, projecting over a number of 
small stones, skeleton ( 5) .it .1 depth of 3 ft., slightly flexed, on right side, head \V., hands to 
face.







EXPLANATION Op Pl.ATE I.

' " "'n |. '■ 1 11’'9'>. l'iriiv « OVcreel with e.utli (see ji. 741
N" ......... . Virtoria, ». C. (|S,,X), ,i,ni|,«Kd of a n,a.s« of „ramtv

nlimiter of bowlders (see |«. 741.
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KXI’LANATION 0| |>1,A I K ||

11111 '• 1 ullwtro Hav, near Vn
ain \u. y i ullioro Hay, near Vit 
ln,l*l fragments (see |>. 71).

Inri.i, H. < (see |i. 70).
I"tia H. ( ( 1 XyS), nniijKised ol 1 • ilililv-sliinv
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KXPI.ANATION OI PI.ATI; III.

ri^lii and Iclt respectively,
< ;iirn> Nu- 14 and 15. North Saanich, 11. ('. ( iHyy), 

opened, and showing skeletons (see p. hot
• 'aims Non iy and 20, North Saanich, H. V., in right background and left foreground 

rvspec lively, both tilled with day (see pp. <16, 671
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I Xl‘l.ANATION OI- 1 1. N I K IV.

I n. i Cairn No 11, Cadboro Hay, near Victoria, H. C. (iSyS), the outer margin furmvd of rallier 
I a rev rocks firmly embedded in earth, the top covered with numerous stones, the 
whole resembling a truncated pyramid (see p. 72).

I'm 2. — Cairn No. 17. Cadboro Hay, near Victoria, H. C. (1898), in external appearance an earth 
mound, with slight depression 4 ft. wide around it, from which earth had been taken 
to cover the cairn (see p. 74).
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explanation op PLATE V.

>nd some small Sioiu-S (sec p 68) ’ ' " ' 97'’ rnK'‘l of six •
"ain" N°" 10 anJ ,W- ** - Vfcwh. B, (w 6S] 6<J)
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American Museum of Natural History.
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