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THE OBKESIS OF THE CONFEDERATION
llic llriii,!, Amrri.ai, I ra^,,.. ^j, u,, ,,

•' .nl>iiiaii.,ii ,,( .ir.iimiiamc., the ntntt „l |..i,

"..n..mi.al .I.Mrf., „„| ,«,|,,(^„i ,|,.art,..„„„
rr,,»,ii„l,lc ciivernmcnl markcl the ,.a„i„g .,f ,|„
>( pnv.lrKc I., .hur.h .i,„l -tat.-, ihr ri.a.l.ti..t,i „( ,|,.. hT.
I..>»«, 11,11 fml,i.<rre>l il„ T.,ry |.„ty „«l .ln,.,„ |,|„„„„| iJ„

-I .lr..vr m.„,, m.ml.cr, „f ,hc ..mn.crnal ..„„„,„,„.» i,„„ „
riu.K. ,.„, »K„a„.,„ f,,r anncxati„n. T|,c .„„mr,„ wa^ „„|,„r-

I...IU.C, ha, Nuk. . TluT.. »a. ., „,rm,„l ,„ ,»,„•, ,„l » ,,r....cmmcn, „f a,.pr.,a.h„„. .ha,,,... Th- ,,„1,,„ .„., ,„„ k„„w U-n.t..y what they wa„....l, hut vv.rc rca.ly t„ w..|.„mc a„y nartv
..r n,ca,urr wh,.h |.r,„„i,c,l l„ air..r.l r.-l,H i„r ,hr .,„„„rv' ,11-

I he LciiKiir wa, f„u„,|,.| ,„ M„,„r,al, ,hc .ctrc „f ra.ial

he ,l,«(re.t..,| cloncl,,, „f ,hc ,,...„try, the hmn.ler, „f the
I.ea«ue h.,,.e.l t., h„il.| „,, a ,irM.K I'-litioal ..rRanbati..,, „n ,1,..
ri..My,( .„e „h l„ry party. A,, acive .anipaiBn «a» »„.„«-
hatelv „„.ertake„ .„ carry the or^a.-i^ati.,,, .hn,.,«h„u. he
l.rnv,„ce. 1„ that c„.l. a„ a,l,lres, t„ the puhh.- waf prepa, e,l'..mK forth ,„ .letail the ,„a„,( , „,,. ,„,,a|. ,,„„„'„„,' ^,„!
puhtieal, from wh,>h the .-..iintry wan ,„(reri,.s an.l callinB I. ,

a pr.n „Ki8l c.>nve,itl..„ t., deal with these onchti,,,,.
The ubje.., „f the I.e.»K„e were .lesiK„e,llv left in a stale ol

va,f..c urK.erta„,ty i„ the h„|,e „f attractinR all the .liHcr.lam
an. ,l„a rected sp.r.t, „( the province. The bulk „f the mcn,l,er-

..rl; fro ., the vounRer and more ,no,l,.r„ section of the p,rtvhut .he local assoc-,tio„, did not hesitate to welcome into mem-bersh ,- d,s,runtk.d Reformers, radicals and even annexationist,

Mo„37,"V ''T"1'"'
"' "•""^"•i'-'ists. particularly i„ the

.VIoutrea d,str.- that for a time ,t was feared that they mightcapture the orKani/ation and turn it to their ,.wn use

><.r,table cave of A.lullam," a heterogenous bo.ly representative



i.h V .,.1, . ' " " "' '"'• "'»v»iiu„„ „„ i,n.„ri „< all Ihf 'Iril

i;m,>,r, • ^ ' "'"""• »"•' '" "" "'"«"'y •' •!.. Il„„.h

•|"al<rr, eliat ihr \.i „/ i',.. i . ,

'""••"'Ifl I'v van..,,,

'".:M::M;.:;::;:t,:::,;; «"-'--- K.;;::^-::::

< •M.i.i;,. .,,,r„,i„,, |,,„,. ,„,|, , ,

'""^ ^"Kl'-Sax.,,, ra.-« i„

ia...i ..!,...., ^1;:.; : ; :~::; r"*''l"
- """'"

l->« ... the prep. „„U.r„„, ,„,"„,
.

; "*' "'• '" """•

Somri.f the (Icli'ifatc^ .iiioic.l the ,w.i.. <

"" -<" --i.<.r'..e mi.j S"'t[: w::tTr^"'""""vime.l either „f the iitiliiv .,r .1, \ .

' '""" '^""-

»lth.>.,Kh thev w e ,t IVei ,

''"'"':•"''"> "' •'•' l-r...-».-.l.

;:;^/;^^^Sr:;;i:rrhe;'r::..^:^^-:;:-



::r:;::nr;::::r
- --....;n^.

:.:..:u:''-::— :r:::;:::;:::;:•r;:2:;;;

V .l..,.,Kh ,1,,, ,,„nr,m„„ „.., „r,.„«l, (.v„raM.. ,„ ,hc i„,uplc of » ..„l„„,al „„i„„, ,„„ , „, „„ .,,.,
'J

.. meet .11 .\I„„ ,1 „„.| ,,„„„„ „,,„,
re|,re,e, t ,tive,from Nnva .So,ti» an.l New Hru,„wi.l, ,„ re.r»r,| ,„ , he .

I'l"- l-l.it. nf an interiLitional i.„i„n. it mu,i he i„„(e„e,l

;.:'p;:;:r:r^ :::«;;::;;£':;•:;-

.oo.m,™ the ,m,.re,sio„ ,ha. a federal «„i„„ 'a, ,„ he taT'

'lekK..te, t„ am.cpate the p„li.-v „f their p„h,ieal „p „e„u va prev.uus ,leclara,i,.n in (av,.r .,f union. .Moreover, i 'w . «c
'



parties „ favur ,f recL ./i v

,

'

"" "'"' ^"""•'"i""

plan .,f •„, i„„.r 7 ' - •""' •"""^^•'"'ti..n ri'si-trtivclv. The

1.1 :;;;':: .;i';'''V'''r'"''''^
^'"'^"•^" ""^ <'—

I liriiiiirhiiut the (li-liii,.^ i„,t .
"""*><• ^ market.

.i.„,i J ,h, ,.,,;,;" ""• •;""'" — I- .i«-

«.i , ,„ z X; ,,;.
,':;';',"" * '"* "•

'Ik- s„s^a.s,e,l uni„„. The che„ vvT
«=leme, ,ary „u,li„es „f

wiirse the eovernnipn. . ,f NT

/-"aracter. lo make matters

of the Reform a^-n. ;;,;:''" Tl!"''"
''"'"'''''' ^"^

Tothehes^^tJi:-:^--:- -;'--;-. .>a,.t..

political ass„ciati„n in Nova S,-„.i, p5 >- ,

' " '*"'«'''-'

»-•""•"- • *» .;.«,;':, ;™',
"x; -i



I

»».-„ .wit-n-.ri. ;:: ;,:';;•: ';; ';,"" "r;"

ti<M. were m>t authorized f, act <lfrmitelv ,,

""
the views „f the League and to re, r I Ji

";"-' '" '''"'"'''"

was L: h ; rirr?''"
"' '";.-"'"-.. that a union

of .he colonic.;
'

V s,™,: 4";,?"^ "'
""^'^'T^ "- "'""ence

the I'-rench and ,(

"«rcom,ng the ascendency of

..ver:::!.^"'
' dicfs^f

r7*"" "' ''^ -"^-^ -^ -"-

federal union on acco fof he
' " ^'^"' "7' ""'"'^'^ '" "

•systen, of ,over„n,e„; ;.u 1: J ^,™.: -^^ => "™i.-e^

way 'to thei^t'^ie^r'T;;;^:::;:::: ::""'
""f^-i,

^" ^">-

pr..position of the Maritime deLr,~ a reT^" M
"'' ""'

Cana<la ought not to and would n. op .oe- The"
°"' "''

'l.'ference of opinion a„,on, the dell^:^^ resJ^^X dS^^I



8

-•'.V as .. .he;i:r:hi;h Net B ''r''^\'''''"r'^" '- "-^
pursue.

*"^ Brunswick would ultimately

-o^::;;r"Sr:::;;':!;:^:;;:^:::-;^ -"'-«' -^ <- ^

mutually advantagenu.s a„d fiua^ly r .^eZe™" "Tl"'
""

«ss,o„ from the mother coumrv f i T """ "" ^"''•

Bovernment (includinJ ho , .
^

,

'"''>'"'' '""*"^ "^ »«!'-

•- -«ula,e and pr 't"' I

'

r^;;::'!' ,""",":^V'
""'^'"'^ "-

and to reduce thl e.xpe „ tu e ' he T """"'^"' '"'""''^

quate scale). ap,,ears essenthl h
P'^emments to an ade.

The conference funi r
'"-'"".ty of the provinces."

•wo societies sho Id te \ . ,1 H,:'
""" "'""''"""^ '-" t'-

sible with such gentleme r „ t othTrf ' """ ^^ •™-
;cnd "for the purpose of matur nj a „ e,aiZ"^T^

" ""'"'" ="
North .American provinces," the safd^d,', f k

^ ""'""« ""=

people of the several prov nces o / '
'''"""'"'=<' '" the

was also agreed that a con ",
on of th:'i

"'/'>'"'-" ^
moned to ,Ieal with the va ousr.

^"'^"' "'"'"''' ''' ^"m-
tl.e conference.

"""'"' "''"'^'' •'="> "^"n rai.sed at

a can'r a':::^::;::;:;::'::;^"^;;';''^
^ea^ue soon after issued

vember. The conven^m ^ l^TuT ''"'""'"^ "' ^"-
Senous medley of men of the mo , r

."«as,„n, a hetero-

a marked falhng off i" attendrc
'" ""'"'"'" '^^"'^ ^"^

•He rapidly dimLshi:^ L'^et^f1^^"" "'''^"" "'

that iur;Cie:l ;"rth:r Tr =" ^^^"""'"" ''---^
holding of a general con .

'^S:'slature should authorize the

colonies. The de^ga": plT : 'd"t""
'"' ""^ ^"''^'^ ^™--n

of .he best mode of p ocedu'fo brinrr 'T ' '""'"^ "'"="'''""

n.ent was proposed u, th effect that the r

"
""'T

•^" ^""^"O"

- <lraw up a plan of union for s bmi i .n'-^ftr
'''°"''' ''°''''

™.es, the plan, if adopted, to he theTTefrd^yThT^eT:;



i

J

would n,„ heed the „ r o,'.-; I

'"" """'''" *f-"n„„„,
Morcver, the convenerr."' "">• """ '""I*' "' men
to iustirv'an a«:: :r"r::,:: t:;::;:ri r^"'-

^'

provinces. If ,he leRislature .h,n r „f,
'"' "'" ""'"

only would ,he League l.c wlrr , !h
"''' """ =""' ""•"

have an ..pportunitv of expressiL" ',,';' ""'
T'"""'^'

""*f'"
tl.e League. The supn„r er, ,hl

' ,"
"" "'" ^""'^"'"^ "'

hand, were su.spiciousfhJmer,!''""?''"""*' "" "'"^ '"^er
feared ,ha, the legi,! rl v , ^

" ''7' '''" '^'^'"'"'"^'-
'''"^J'

mnvemen.. The amen,lmen i

,*"""•'"'"'<' ""^ '^'l'^'-«'

matter.s. The Marhiml ,.
""' ''"""^''' »""l'' "Polite

forlea,ler., ;,„'::,,' 7:'-- -- '""^ing ,„ .he lia^l

»cheme „f uI,ion f. r ub^islil
:"""''™ "' ''"- "P » "^'finite

upona...n..hea::=::;-e:;::r:;;^,r"-^"-

•ion. A serie.s „f reJut^rf.
"'*'?''' ''^=''''"& => ^""'^titu-

ma.ured terms the «„era ul '""^ "' '" ^'="^"'= =""' '""

«nion should be con!".;'
, "it^ "'.? """'' "" P^''P°-''

'ederal cons.itution, werHai'dS! ^I-" "
^°"'^'' °""'"' "' '

whatever was taken upon .h.n, tI
""""^"^ ''"' "° ^^i""

session by adoptinga e lu.r,,r r'^'u""''""
"™P'^'-I ^'^

did no. permit of the co, r ' u-e ""l "^'u"'
"'""^"'"'l' ^ 'i^e

-titution for the unio7a de !.t,^
"^^

I!'^
.'^' """'''''" "' ^ ~"-

«ntral society to me^ in Ha t wf.h i'
'^ ^"""'""='' ''-^ '"e

appointed by the other P ov n ". h,™ '^f
""^'"^" ="» '"'^y ^^

and .0 repor. b. ck "to .L cen^:," :„ :,::™»
"' '"^

"f"future convention as also to the public" 'h

='"^' °"'"
suggestions '«» mav be thought useful

'

"•f"™^"™ and

cea^r f:.":hr:^,r:b:;^;;?;:,tt;°"-""- '>^'"- °«
P^o.ct of a federal union. T;r::lZC:^-:,-----
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X""''.!!;':":'
'";";"'" " ""•• ""-•"» c«„ven.i.,„. n,

rc-Kar.l t.. the f, ™ f ,

"'"'"""' "' ""^ ".embers in

The fallowing May, the central committee „f the r

."« a fe eral union with Canada, such constitu.t o
'

teT"ward submitted to the people for ratification" tV
-rUs the end of the activity of the Lea"

'

Nei hLTh:"""crnment nor the legislature paid an, attention ^^^^^-ns^ ihere was nothing further that the executived d ,By the end of the year the League had practically dL ear I>t was absorbed m the Conservative party.
"^I'l'^^ed

,



II

"^c --lit nf a«cm„.i,.;,:';
, : : ;:';;-''-'-^ • - --^"-1

.'

•'"•net political i,„uc Tl, ,
'
'"""'' '""I '"^''"^ it a

"'r'" ' .e an,„.,;r^, :\^, '

';V';'-^'
''-vi-Kc, were

w.th .ad, other were mud ! .
'
"""""""' '•••lations

with either ,;rea. Hr tai^ r he U".': -"2" ""'" """ "'"""'"
»cious„e,s had „o, vet ari en ^ I'"'

'^ "="'""•" ^""-

«"-t»icinsi.o„,i„f-„„ir
,„; iir:;""^ v't'^"'"

^^»^ "-
'"ct.ve in appearance. I„,t i fa lit !

':''"'-" ,"."'"" "- »'"

general public as a i,rac.i. -.l ™ i^mniend itself to the
"t larse were no, , ^ "

"•'^"^^.
"' "^'^' n,e con,n„,nit;

'len,an,le,l imme.lia e am J ^c . r'^'''"!'''"'''
-^i'"i"-en.s

; the •

N;> attempt had been n I
i

;,7:;'''^ '^ "'^- —try's il,;

of a federal union or as to the , T "' '" ""' •"'^antases
Th.y were entireh- i, t hr 7 "

V'
" ''-""^' -'-"tmion,

cance and in.perial imp r.a ce I^?"'
"" "'^' ""*"-' -*^"''i-

f'T bread and the I.eaeue v-is -, ,

"'"""'''' ''''*> 'ailed

" '^ 'i"le wonder. uX.:; .:;""' "' """^ "^ « »"-.
">e League failed to comme

1 .X.^t^^ "'' ""' "'"''••' '"
a few brief months, the whole sh ,

'^'•^etorate, Ui,hi„
cally forgotten thougl a f iu^ ^ ]" ''"""''"- --^ Praoti-

somewha. later, liu, ,he efTort i
' ""*'"1"<^'' •" revive i,

fn-itless. Thanks to the L n1 " ^'"''""^ ''"' ""' <=n'i^elv

puWic were familiarized with tht"dea
'"'1^?"''^ "' '''"="''''''

made conversant with some of ,1,' ch f

"' ""'"" ""'' «<^^^

eration. The seed whiciT , s , f'!,
:;^""'^^" "' => ™"'ed-

sprang up and bore abundant frui /
' "" ""''"•""'''* ^°"

federation of Canada un.ler tl e F r l^'""
'"'" '" ""^ Con-

1867.
'" '"^ ^'^ North .America .-\ct of

>^—




