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CHAPTER I

)

Anchor in Matavai Bay—Shift to Papeete—* Jim’
Chiefs Itoti and Paofai—Visit queen Pomare—Her husband

the pil(?t——

—Legal discussions—King-consort impeached—Reconciliation
—Native dances—Cruelty of king—Quit Tahiti— Noon-tide
disproved—Touch at Huaheine—Visit Raratonga—Mr. Buza-

cott the missionary—The chiefs—Market regulations — Dis-

eases—Quit Raratonga.
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VOYAGE

ROUND THE WORLD.

CHAPTER 1.

Havineg so lately quitted the American continent,
and particularly Nuhuhiva, the scenery of Tahiti did
not so much interest us, as the assistance we-looked
for in refitting, added to the rest and amusement
after our late fatigues,

I landed on Point Venus, perhaps with feelings
totally incomprehensible to any on board. Fourteen
years before, on the very spot where Cook was en-
camped, I had bivouacked for several days. I was
then a lieutenant, now a captain; and I looked for-
ward to my labours, which were there to be resumed,
with an anxiety only to be experienced by those
charged with similar duties. The question as to
the increase of the Dolphin shoal since 1826 was my

hobby. ~Next came the determination by actual
experiment of the tidal question; Kotzebue and
B 2



ANCHOR AT PAPEETE. [1840.

4

Beechey having asserted a noon high water. Magnetic
data were looked to with anxiety; and I was now
to enter the field where so many talented men had
preceded me. Furnished with well-tested instru-
ments, perseverance alone was required. In addition
to these considerations, I expected to meet with those
who had befriended me in 1826, and I hoped pos-
sibly to be of service to their country.

Having obtained the necessary data for securing
the meridian distance, we moved, on the morning of
the 5th, through Toanoa channel to Papeete.

This channel in the Blossom’s day was deemed
impassable, but is now the common entrance, the
French frigate, I'Artemise, having entered by it.

On entering the reefs, the boats of thirteen Ame-
rican whale ships came to our assistance, and, aided
by a light air, we were taken through in good style
by our pilot “ Jim,” of notoriety in Beechey’s work.
As a native pilot, he deserves great credit, and
acquits himself with far more coolness and decision
than many Europeans. At twenty minutes past
eight we dropped anchor in Papeete Bay, followed
shortly by the Starling.

Before entering the narrows, the chiefs, Paofai,
[toti, and the husband of the queen’s mother, paid
me a visit.
raste.
propriety ; now they were reduced to compete with
the other natives for the washing of linen, even in

their fancy uniforms.

I was much surprised at their loss of

In former times they were the essence of

-
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1840.] VISIT THE QUEEN. o
&

The consul, Mr. Pritchard, immediately paid me
a visit, and we proceeded together, about noon, to
visit queen Pomare, then residing at her country
establishment, at Papawa. She has been married
within the last six years to a young chief at Hua-
heine, by whom she has two sons who are living, the
eldest about three’years old.

I expected, as an old acquaintance, to have met
witha cordial reception, but I subsequently learned
that she had been so much harassed by threats of ven-
geance from various nations, that she hardly knew
whether I had not come to make some new demand
for satisfaction. However, this soon wore away
upon the explanation of Mr. Pritchard, and she
readily assented to my making use of the small
island, Motu-utu, to land our stores, &e. during the
operations of caulking and replacing some copper.
Her apprehensions removed, she immediately moved
down to her new house at Papeete. Her husband,
of whom, however, she is very fond, is a great scamp,
and is causing much trouble in the island.

Owing to the caulking and other disagreeables
on board, I took up my abode at the house of the
queen’s aunt, where I erected my observatory, and
superintended the building of a new boat. / Unfortu-
nately, there were several whalers in port; refitting,
and it was not until the sixth day after our arrival
that we could obtain any aid from artificers, our own
being nearly useless or sick. Those who eventually

came, performed about half as much as we were



LEGAL DISCUSSIONS. [1840.

Representation having been made to me that
there were several cases where British subjects had
opposed the verdict of Tahitan juries, and the queen
and chiefs having solicited my advice thereon,
a public meeting of the ehiefs was convened.

Upon the questions which were brought for-
ward for my consideration, I had only direct an-
swers to give, confirming the sentences in accord-
ance with their laws, and expressing my surprise
that they should have hesitated in carrying them
vigorously into execution, when they had the as-
surance of the British consul that his government
would not countenance any opposition to them.
Some discussion, however, threatened to arise, in con-
sequence of their putting “ home questions,” which
bore severely on the conduct of foreigners present.
But these I avoided, by answering as for British
subjects only, of the British conéul,-—promising any
private advice they-might wish at a future occasion.

Upon one decision against a British subject, viz.,

that of a young man who had forcibly retained
the wife of a native,- I was applied to by the de-
fendant for redress, inasmuch. as he had acted under
the authority of the queen’s husband, who had given
the woman a paper desiring her to go and live with
this young man, and. say “that he told her to do
so.” As this was a manifest usurpation of authority,
and the parties had thus been led into error and fined
for it, T enclosed the documents to the queen and
chiefs, requiring them to look into the matter, and
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1840.] KING-CONSORT IMPEACHED. 7

adding that as they had talked so much about
their laws being disregarded by foreigners, it was
incumbent on thent to see that they were not brought
into contempt, by being tampered with by one of
their own body.

The affair was taken up with spirit. The queen
(although not without a struggle) gave up her hus-
band to the law, and issued a summons to the seven
supreme judges. When they had assembled, the
young king-consort refused to appear, and after much
noise and excitement, the conference was put off until
it could be more solemnly conducted, by summoning
all the chiefs of Eimeo, as well as those of Tahiti.

Upon their assembling, the king again refused to
appear, backed by the lowest order of foreigners
living on the beach, who were interested in setting
the laws at defiance. At length the queen, to prove
her sincerity, and that she would not screen him,
requested that the judges would adjourn to the
palace, and try him there. This was accordingly
done. ‘

On my passage thither, I had an opportunity of
witnessing some of the manceuvres which were at-
tempted in order to foil the trial. Indeed, some
of the braggadocios talked largely of going in a body
to protest against the proceedings. They were the
beach rabble before alluded to. They had not the
courage to appear, and the judges proceeded to
select a jury. They were about to proceed to trial ;
the king having submitted, and appeared. As I per-

P
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8 RECONCILIATION. [1840.

ceived this would afford a good opportunity for the
judges to give him a lecture, which opportunity
might.-be lost after the trial, I expressed myself
(as far as I was concerned) “ satisfied that he had
at length seen his error, and submitted to the laws
of his country, and that I merely wished the judges
to point out to him, in the presence of the queen,
chiefs, and people, his total inability to interfere
with the government: that he was merely the queen’s
husband, and by the laws of the island was not even
entitled to the authority of a chief. :

This had an almost electric effect. - Taatee and
Utamme, the two oldest chiefs, immediately stepped
forth, and in the most energetic language, told him
his faults, and finally exhorted him to stay more at
home, and look to the interests of the queen and
their children.

The several chiefs who had secretly opposed me,
and supported the ultras, now stepped forth, and
were lavish of “soft sawder.” In fact, the tables
were entirely turned.

To conclude the matter, I immediately offered
the king and queen my hand, and invited them,
togethdr with Taatee and Utamme, to dinner on
board, where they enjoyed themselves rationally and
happily, and were entertained by fireworks from
the island. Much to the chagrin of the disaffected,
they were for'this night entirely cut off from their
society and machinations,

Having put upon paper answers to several ques-

184

tion
agai
far
whe
in p
3 Ven
tion

S
seen
forn
or n
1 your
- with
arriv
men
neat

B
hula-
rathe
with

venie

{11
¥

the s
T}
from
dinar
and s
p ertior
' Af

3 day f{

aston|



1840.

v the
tunity
nyself
e had
y laws
judges
queen,
serfere
ueen’s
t even

pe and
tepped
«d him
ore at

en and

sd me,
h, and
tables

offered
them,
per on
Ily and
g from
ffected,

n their

al ques-

—

1840.] HULA-HULA. 9

tions, relating to the proper course to be pursued
against turbulent foreigners, and pointed out how
far they would be listened to by foreign powers
when complaining of their subjects, I left them
in peace and harmony, and moved. the ship to Point
Venus, in order to complete our magnetic observa-
tions.

Shortly after our arrival the king joined us, and
seemed determined to separate himself from his
former acquaintance. In the evening, a Awla-hula,
or native dance, was performed before us, by fifty
young men and .boys, dressed @ la militaire, in blue,
with. white trimmings. The day following the queen
arrived, and a similar exhibition of ladies and gentle-
men took place, the former all in white, with very
neat straw bonnets.

Both parties went through the performance of the
hula-hula with great spirit; but the dresses were
rather inconvenient to both sexes. One young lady,
with shoes and white stockings, finding them incon-
venient, first threw away the shoes, and shortly after
the stockings followed.

The hula-hula of the present day is entirely free
from objection. It is merely a display of extraor-
dinary activity, the acmé of which is an instantaneous
and simultaneous stop when at the highest pitch of ex-
ertion. It is what might be termed a romping dance.

* After all this gaiety, I was much:surprised, on the
day following, by a visit Im“‘ consul, who, to my
astonishment, informed me that he was the bearer of



10 CRUELTY OF QUEEN’S HUSBAND. [1840.

a message from the queen, intréating my stay until
the May meeting, (on the Wednesday following,) as
the king, in a fit of intoxication, had treated the
queen in a most brutal manner, in the high road ;
having attempted to kill her with a stone.  Being
foiled by her female retinue, and two young men
who were passing, he had seized her by her hair, and
had it not been for those about, doubtless would have
destroyed her. The queen fled to the house of a
cooper, where she was concealed. It appears that
he had fallen from his horse in a fit of intoxication,
and she had rushed to his agsistance with all the
warmth of affection, which was thus repaid. On
his return to the house, he destroyed all her presents
of dresses, bonnets, ornaments, &ec., and attempted to
fire the house. It was the professed intention of the
queen “to move for a divorce, and that he be re-
turned to Huaheine.”

The consul immediately took the queen under his
protection, and having requested my interference, I
assured her that four days’ delay was important to
me, but if she would assure me -of her determination
to rid herself of such a dangerous and detestable
character, and immediately suipmon the judges, I
would not only wait;. but; also convey. him to his
island (Huaheine.) ~ * .

To my utter usﬁunishmoﬁt, the ‘consul informed
me the day following, that she had forgiven-him, and
returned, thanking me in the warmest terms for my
attention.
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1840.] FORGIVING DISPOSITION OF POMARE. 11

Poor woman! I am afraid thisis but a beginning
of such scenes. Two most unprincipled chiefs,
Hétoti and Poafai, are well known to bear her mor-
tal hatred, and if they can excite the husband to do
their will, she will probably fall, and Ae will then
inevitably become their victim.

Pomare is now growing old for a Tahitan, being
above twenty-eight, and very corpulent. She ap-
pears to be very fond of her children, and to feel
much for her unprincipled husband, although for
months they scarcely speak. Her forgiveness on
this late occasion speaks volumes for her kindness
of heart. She is at times, however, violent and
passionate, as I have noticed in her arguments with
the consul. She does not possess one single trace of
the pretty little girl I recollect as Aimatta in 1826.

I had frequent opportunities of seeing her in the
midst of her retinue at Papeete, as she ocoasionally
stopped to take tea at my quarters. One division were
admitted to table; the second division sitting in
the verandah. On these occasions her manners were
very pleasing, and care appeared to be banished. I
endeavoured to entice the hushand to join us, but
without success.

With respect to the present condition of the
Tahitans, it is my decided opinion, that with the

introduction of dress, the peculiar religious feeling
which I noticed in 1826 has vanished. They were
then simple in the extreme; they'are now compara-
tively civilized. The introduction of foreigners has
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12 - QUIT MATAVAL [1840. 184
- 1

broken down the legal barrier which restrained them. our
[ much regretted that I could not be present at ent
their May meeting. It is similar to our parliament, ;;' ancl
and our presence might have assisted in the intro- F
duction of laws for the comfort of the well-disposed. miss
| I had no object in view; but the chiefs of all parties, miss
‘ as well as the missionaries, wished my presence. shoy
On the eévening of the 8th, we quitted Matavai : cien
Bay, and shaped our course for Huaheine, in the hope on \
of finding an anchor said to have been left there. flew
The course of tidal experiments at Papeete, as well play
as Point Venus, negative the noon high-water. B .4 take

Dolphin shoal has not increased since 1826, nor | this
had it at that date altered from the account given by ‘-ff hita
Wallis or Cook. On the other hand, two coral grou

patches, discovered by me in the Blossom’s visit, é and
have decreased, and are now hardly to be found. The j awa)
new channel into Papeete exhibits a clearing away A ; &
) of coralline obstructions, and the formation of a deep ' : althe
' channel. The Blossom could barely enter Toanoa ; 'L_‘f near
| now, a line of \attle ship can enter easily. The spot islan
1_‘ where the consul's house then stood is no more: ,:_; our
I vessels may ridg there. Surely here is-nosevidence tains
of the astonishing activity of lithophytes. whie
Hardly had we cleared Point Venus, when, for the is, in

: first time during our visit, it rained heavily, and did the
| not clear up until after midnight, when we cleared 1 The
the island of Eimeo. Shortly before sunset on the 1 on t
day following we rounded the point of Huaheine, and ‘ dispc

| would probably have anchored had the wind favoured Tl
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1840.] VISIT HUAHEINE. 13

our entry. However, as we were taken aback at the
entrance, I decided on going in my boat to view the
anchor, and ascertain if it was worth delay.

Having given a passage to Mr. Barff, jun, (the
missionary at Papeete,) to visit his father, the resident
missionary at Huaheine, I took him with me, to
show where the anchor lay. One glance was suffi-
cient ; it was entirely useless. I therefore proceeded
on with him to his father’s, where an hour or two
flew away rapidly, in the presence of the fairest dis-
play of beauty we had seen in these seas: Having par-
taken of tea, and the hospitalities and attentions of
this worthy farhily, and discussed the budget of Ta-
hitan intelligence, I took leave of this interesting
group; (nine-children, ranging from ten to twenty,)
and. by moonlight soon. regained my ship, and bore
away for Raratonga.

The natural beauties of theisland we saw little of,
although, from the luxuriance of the trees noticed
near the beach, and the peculiar formation of the
island, I\‘llavo little . doubt that it would have repaid
our delay. By the description of Mr. Barff, it con-
taing an interior pool, with two passages, one, of
which is navigable—apparently an old crater.. It
is, in fact, a double island. It is considered one of
the most interesting islands in the Society Group.
The mountain scenery is more picturesque, the soil
on the lowland more fertile, the population better
disposed and better featured, and more easily ruled.

The island itself affords more scope for investiga-
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14 ISLAND OF MAUKL. [1840.

tien, by sea as well as by land, and it is very probable
that in. the course of time its excellent harbour may:
rise into importance. This island was a great
favourite with Cook. Had it been six hundred miles
west of Tahiti it certainly would have attracted my-
attenfion; but time was of too much importance to
wait here, every hour in chronometric measurements
being of importance.

Just after noon on, the 13th, (having the night
previous experienced a most extraordinary head sea,
with the wind hauling to the S.E.) we observed the
island of Mauki, through the rain clouds which hung
upon the horizon, exactly on the bearing which, by
our common reckoning, we had anticipated. In

Arrowsmith’s chart, the island is termed Parry’s .

Island, 4s'laid down by Lord Byron, 1825, as well as
Miuta.  The whole of the Harvey Group were
howover,,wel\l known before 1825, as will- be seen
by the work of the late Mr. Williams, who claims also
the discovery of Ramtonga, but which is designated
on the chart as Orurute, “discovered by Captain
Henry.” However, it is well known by the native
account, that they had long before been visited fre-
quently by whalers, and Captain Henry did not
touch at it until after Mr. Williams resided there.

The island of Mauki is about two miles in diame-
ter, well wooded, and inhabited, but the soil does not
appear in any part to exceed forty feet above the sea
evel. It is situated in latitude 20° 7' S., and lon-
gitude 157° 11" W.
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/

About four . m., we lost sight of Mauki, and,
favoured by _« strong breeze from S.E. made the
island of Raratonga at eight on the following morn-
ing. Heavy rain clouds frequently obscured the
island, so that its lofty and picturesque peaks were
shut out from us until we had neared within three
miles. Three American whalers were cruising off,
)Naiting for supplies; but nothing was at anchor, to
guide us to the landing. Following up one of the
whale-boats, we tacked close in to the reefs, and went
on shore in my gig about ten: the showers fortunately
admitting of our saving the forenoon sights between
them, as well as the latitude at noon.

Having letters to Mr. Buzacott, the principal
missionary, he seon made his appearance, and con-
ducted us to his house, which for neatness and com-
fort surpasses anything we have met amongst the
missionaries. The roads, enclosures, ¢hurch; school,
and private residences, are an age in advance of Tahiti.
Neatness and regularity prevail, and the appearance
of the resident chief, as well as of those about him,
reflects the highest credit on the present missionary,
as well as the unfortunate originator of the present
system, the late Mr. Williams, who was recently
murdered at Mallicolo. It reminds me of what I
expected of Tahiti if their-laws had been enforced.

The residence of I};r. Buzacott is situated about
one eighth of a mife from the sea, and about half that
distance from the main road; which is perfectly

level, and of the ordinary width of those in England,
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16 RESULTS OF GOOD GOVERNMENT. [1840.

the walls of the enclosures in the town (constructed
of coral and mortar) confining it. The road to his
house leads through the churchyard, when an arti-
ficial raised road on coral blocks, carries you through
a cocoa-nut vista by a gentle rise to the house,
which is reached by a flight of steps composed of
block eoral, about twenty feet ascent, the house
occupying a level terrace cut away from a rather
steep hill.

With all the difficulties incident to missionary
progress, one is not a little surprised to meet, not
only with the conveniences, but also the comforts, of
a well-furnished house. These are principally na-
tive, but the result of missionary instructions; care
having been taken to teach them useful arts. They
manufacture tables, chairs, and®sofas, with cane
bottoms, fit for any of the middling classes in Eng-
land. These form an article of export to Tahiti, and a
pair of their arm-chairs grace my cabin. The wood
of the Tamanu, from which they are manufactured,
may vie with Honduras mahogany in beauty, and is
far superior in durability.

Four very neat stone cottages were just completed,
having two good rooms each ; these are intended for
the students in ‘the college about to be built where
Mr. Buzacott’s house now stands. In the present
school-room,. where they have also a printing press,
I was shown the production of one of the native
scholars, being a manuseript copy of the New. Tes-
tament, in progress, the wrhhu:chwr:uufhnolﬁgﬂﬂm
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1840.] THE CHIEF MAKEA.

the scholar a native missionary, probably to be for-
warded to some island where Christianity is unknown.

The church is an extensive wood and plaster
building, capable of accommodating about one thou-
sand persons ; it occupies one side of the road, and
the native school the opposite.

The house of the principal chief, Makea, (or per-
haps more properly the king,) is well built,, of
‘two stories, and fit for any European. It was built
by the father of the present chief, whose likeness is
given in Mr. Williams’s work. He has also a very
neat little cottage within the same inclosure, where
he probably lived during the lifetime of his father.
Between the two stands very conspicuously the
tomb of old Makea, very neatly kept and white-
washed.

A covered building, or exterfsive shed, near the
landing-place, is used as a market-place. There I
found the chief tidily dressed in European costume,—
cotton shirt, white trousers,.anfl white frock coat,—
superintending the purchases for the captains of the
whalers. All this results from a change from abso-
lute barbarism and heathenism since 1825.

About sunset all were in motion towards the
church, the women mostly in native tapas, with
straw bonnets ; but there was no unseomly noises or
The chief himself, although

engaged in conversation with me at the time, fol-
lowed the stream.

It is pleasing to witness the influence Mr. Buza-

VOL. II C
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cott has acquired ; not the servile fear of the Sand-
wich Islanders, but an honest, warm-hearted attach-
ment. He is a pattern for missionaries. Such men
by their labours improve all around them. They
prove their superiority by their ability to instruct
others, and they leave behind them lasting monu-
ments of their utility, in the increased civilization and
happiness of the people.

From constant association in their labours they
acquire a desire to progress, and I have little doubt
that this island will hereafter produce valuable re-
sults on many others. They have now three mis-
sionary stations, but I fear they -have not three
Buzacotts. -This excellent persoﬁ’s history is told by
Mr. Williams, in his account of this island.

It is to be hoped that this island may be spared
the introduction of foreign settlers as at Tahiti and
Oahu ; for when that commences, adieu to peace
and prosperity ! I used my best efforts to alarm the
chief, as well as Mr. Buzacott, in order to induce
them to watch this point jealously; and I trust
with effect. A very judicious code of port regula-
tions is printed, and a copy furnished to every
vessel on arrival; non-compliance excludes commu-

. . » o« o, @
nication. Deserters find no refuge. Spirits" are
’

prohibited ; and order at night is insured by pre- ™

venting any foreigner remaining on shore after dark.

The produce of the island is similar to that of
Tahiti; but poultry, particularly large turkeys, ve-
getables, &c., are finer and cheaper, and are readily
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jand- obtained by application to the chief, who controls
tach- 3 the market and prevents any undue demands. The

men 4 mountains, constantly fed by the clouds, afford nu-
They | merous streams ; one enters the sea at the landing-
truct place, which, although apparently open to the sea, and
nonu- ; edged by reefs on either hand, seldom throws in-a
nand 3 ripple to hurt a boat, excepting in the bad season

or S.W. monsoon, when the breeze blows in.
. they The island is infested by myriads of the mantis,
doubt which completely strip the cocoa-nut trees of their
sle re- leaves, and eventually destroy the tree. The tamanu
y mis- attains a great size; one tree I noticed near Mr. i
three Buzacott’s house,. divided into two stems, but the
:old by ' bulk at the root. would give the entire twelve feet I\
spared
iti and
peace

wm the

induce
1 trust

regula-
) every ‘
sommu-
rits' are

by pre--
er dark.

that of
eys, ve- B diameter. Their state canoes are made from this
, readily |~ tree, and are very beautifully carved. At the island
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of Mangea, belonging to this group, they are famed
for their carving, particularly in fancy axe-handles,
resembling in some degree the Roman fasces;
several of which, as well as mats and tapas of native

workmanship, and other curiosities, were obtained

here. .
By perseverance between the showers, we suc-
ceeded in obtaining our suite of observations, by
which we find that this island is placed on the charts
about fifteen miles too far west, and two south, of
its actual position. !

As the ship could not find any safe anchorage, and
Vavao had been selected as a rating position, delay
was out of the question ; therefore, taking leave of
our kind friends, about four r. M. on the 15th, we
took our departure with much regret. '

The natives are generally well-built, but of a
coarser habit than our Tahitan friends. It ap-
pears that in addition to the immense mortality
which occurred in the time of Mr. Williams, a new
nondescript disease has of late years presented itself
amongst them, and is entirely confined to the native
population. On its early presentation, the first
symptoms, merely swelling of the glands of the
throat, were considered certain monitors of speedy
death, attended with great tortere; but latterly it has
yielded to treatment. It js thus described by Mr.
Hinds, our surgeon, who examined a case said to
present a complete type of the disorder.

“The accession is accompanied by the usual

Sym
of ¢
disa
botl
necl
the
(l}ﬁe
crea
pedi
Int
affec
leavi
thin
abse
neck
state
healt
energ
thoug
expel
respii
The t
giving
pursu
have
ment
tial su
this is
after s
been a

elsewh



1840.

famed
indles,
fasces ;
native

tained

e suc-
ms, l)y
charts
uth, of

ge, and
1, delay
ave of
ith, we
k |
it of a
It ap-
ortality
, 4 New
ul itself
» native
he first
of the
f speedy
ly it has
by Mr.
said to

» usual

S TRNER S

"“F:T

A

i
g

e
L LI

iyt SYSES

1840.] ITS CHARACTER. 21

symptoms of fever,—rigors, followed by heat, dryness
of skin, and some headache. This either entirely
disappears, or assumes an intermitting form, but in
both is followed by an affection of the glands of the
neck, groin, or axilla, and sometimes by tumours in
the small of the back. An enlargement commences,
dpe to chronic inflammation, which gradually in-
creases, until the tumour attains a large size, im-
peding “the functions of the neighbouring parts.
In the case I witnessed, the glans of the neck were
affected on the right side, and an abscess had burst,
leaving a' large but superficial ulcer, discharging a
thin serous matter. On the opposite side large
abscesses were in progress, and the back of the
neck was also occupied by another in a less forward
state. The patient previously had been a strong
healthy man, but the disease had deprived him of all
energy, and his limbs were much emaciated. Al-
though the disease did not extend much inwards, he
experienced difficulty in speaking, swallowing, or
respiring. The progress is slow, but generally fatal.
The termination is perhaps assisted by the patient’s
giving himself up immediately, and neglecting to
pursue the remedies prescribed. The missionaries
have used the liquor arsenicalis internally, and oint-

ment of hydriodate of potass externally, with par-
tial success.

They also regard it as contagious, but
this is a character which cannot be admitted except
after strong proof. . Hitherto no white people have
been attacked, nor have I heard of its appearance
elsewhere.”




22 CAUSES OF DISEASE. [1840.

The swellings are immense ; at first sight appear-
ing like huge wens. In a case which I witnessed
the left cheek was continued nearly to the shoulder
and back of the neck ; and this was in a youth who
apparently gave himself little concern about it.
This would go far to dispel the impression of con-
tagion, as few would submit to his company, and
yet he was always foremost amongst those who
pressed round us. I took especial care, howeyer,
that he did not come in contact with any of our
establishment.

I have before adverted to the customary charge
of a certain set of missionaries, and more particu-
larly those of the Sandwich Islands, that the de-
crease of population is to be ascribed to the inter-
course with foreigners. In this island at least we
have certain proof that in both visitations, (which
have nearly depopulated this island,) foreign infer-

course cannot be the cause; and I feel well assured

that in the majority of cases, diseases which have
baffled the scanty knowledge of pharmacy which
the reporters possessed, were conveniently ascribed
to suit the hypothesis they were bent on main-
taining.

The question naturally arises—Do you speak from
personal knowledge? Possibly not to the extent
necessary to settle the point. But I do know, that
on our visit in 1826 to Pitcairn’s Island, we had the
opportunity of learning from those who spoke pure
English, “that they would suffer severely from our
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visit;” that the change from ‘vegetable to animal
diet, when visited by strangers, never failed to en-
tail sickness. (Vide Beechey, vol. i.*page 94, 95.)
This has been noticed by Captain Beechey, but I
followed it out at Tahiti, as well as at the Sandwich
Islands, and my own opinion is, that the attempt at
premature change of habits, as well as clothing, will
account for many varieties of disease.

It is evident that many diseases rage in positions
where Europeans never set foot, and it is highly
probable, that, like the two cases now before us,
they originated amongst themselves. I ‘heard at
Tahiti of a pig affecting numbers. Was the pig .
diseased? And if so, how came it so? Had a
party existed as intent on tracing the true sources of
disease, as others are in croaking about what they are
utterly-ignorant of, probably a very different tale
would be told. But if the fact be, as urged by these
upholders of American and European contamination,
(at the Sandwich Islands,) why do they not exert
themselves to erect a hospital, by which means the
remedy might be offered ? Have any of them moved
such a question? ' Do they ever visit the sick or
attempt the cure of body and soul, or in any way
assuage their miseries ?

On the 18th, baffling winds and rain caused me to
haul to the southward for the night, intending to
search for an island and shoal laid down by Arrow-
smith. Fortunately very strict orders were issued to
the officers in charge of watches, and at four a. m.,




24 ' VAVAO. » [1840. 1840).

whilst estimating the probable distance on the chart, thems
“ breakeys under the lee ” were reported. We were | expec
at this time fifteen miles to the eastward of their B ' fancie
assigned position. We tacked immediately, “sig- i order
“nalled to warn the Starling, and at daylight sepa- ately
rated to examine both sides, and continue a parallel succe
course due west one hundred miles, in order to deter- ‘;1' worki

-

. mine if any second danger existed. ¢ ] A
By our survey, it appears that this reef occupies : visitec
an outline similar to that of a coral island, having ,’_ about
‘an entrance to the N.W. All the mass of shoal throug
water appeared to be contracted at its S.W. ex- ] the N
tremity, but no rocks above water could be traced. 1 anchor
The S.W. extremity was determined to be in lati- 3 of wai
tude 20° 2’ N., longitude 167° 49" W. ; which differs The
from that assigned to the shoal seen by Captain when
Nicholson. We termed it Lagoon Reef. ’]. rigged
Our course was then shaped for Vavao, the ; It is v
largest northern island-of the Hapae group, but by 4 enterir
some navigators they' are included in the Tonga | against
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group. ‘ be let |

At daylight on the 21st, we reached within ten or crif
miles of its northern point. The appearance of this : ceitful
cluster presented a complete archipelago, with many : I me
dangerous reefs off the southern extreme. We for not;
fully expected to reach our anchorage before nine, tempt |
but after rounding the northern extremity, where 3 The
by the chart we expected to find “ Port Refuge,” k - nied b
we continued to run down its western side until the i Triton,
openings seen from the eastward again presented informs
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themselves. Through these openings, only, could we
expect to find the port. Indeed, I had almost
fancied that we had made a wrong landfall,”and in
order to secure the meridian distance, I immedi-
ately landed on the nearest accessible station, and
succeeded in saving latitude and time; the ship
working to windward during the interval.

A pilot, left by her Majesty’s ship Cruizer, soon
visited the ship, and having rejoined her myself,
about five miles to windward, we continued to beat
through a labyrinth of islands, about six miles to
the N.N.E., until sunset, when we dropped our
anchor in the inner harbour,—the first ship or vessel
of war that had anchored there.

The title of Port Refuge it certainly deserves
when this anchorage is obtained. Few square
rigged vessels, however, would reach our position.
[t is very difficult of access, and it is necessary after
entering the islands to turn five miles to windward
against a lee set, before an anchor can conveniently
be let go, and this requires daylight. To a disabled
or crippled vessel seeking refuge, this name is de-
ceitful : she never could reach it.

I merely allude at present to the outer anchorage,
for nothing but small fore and aft vessels will at-
témpt the inner harbour.

The resident missionary, Mr. Thomas, accompa-~

nied by the master of the American whale-ship
Triton, immediately called, and afforded us all the
information which might interest. From Mr.




26 TREATMENT OF THE NATIVES. [1840.

Thomas we learned “that owing to internal wars
in the Tonga group, arising from the rebellion of
the heathen population, in opposition to Chris-
tianity, the king (George) and chiefs had gone to
assist the latter.” The produce of this beautiful
island has been nearly destroyed by the violent
hurricanes, which of late years have been frequent.
“ Upon the subject of this “religious war,” in
Tonga—(or better perhaps known as Tonga-taboo)
and in which Mr. Thomas appears to take a strong
interest, I am much inclined to believe that its
origin proceeds from a harshness in making Chris-
tians, instead of inducing them to become so by
persuasion. The punishments for offences against
a forced religion, by a people not long converted,
are dealt too unmercifully—are indeed so severe,
that we were informed some of the women died
under them, and that they were only induced, by the
interference of one of our ships of war, to adopt milder
measures. '

It was openly asserted that three and a half inch

rope hag been used to inflict punishment on

women !

These remarks lead me back to an observation in
the Hawaiian spectator; “ Remarks qn the discourse
by the late Rev. W. Orme,- foreign lecturer of the
London Missionary Society ;” asserting that he drew
a portrait of the South Sea Mission, for which there

is no original in the Pacific.
The Sandwich Island missionaries never will see
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such where they are residing; and the English
mission at Tahiti had well nigh met entire dis-
comfiture, by bordering on their _absurdities.
Savages are not to be broken in like wild horses.
They are not to be compelled to feel that the reli-
gion imposed on them by the fiat of the king, is
to be akin' to abject slavery. Where are they to
look for that peace and contentment so often
preached? Is it reasonable to expect, that the
millions inhabiting the islands in these seas can,
from a state of the most unlimited enjoyment, be
brought 4y law to believe that the Christian reli-
gion is to ameliorate their condition, when the very
habits and countenances of their would-be pastors
are almost distorted by severity ?

But I remember, in our visit to Tahiti in 1826,
that the natives, by choice, by free good will, made the
sabbath such as I have never witnessed in the civilized
Sandwich Islands. I have seen them with cheerful
faces flock to church in their best. I could not
purchase provision on that day. I witnessed less
crime amongst them than in other countries; and
on my doubting the word of a chief, he very de-
liberately asked me whether “ I did not believe
that a God above saw him, and if it could be to his
interest to tell a falsehood ?” The attachment also’
of the natives to their pastors was strikingly evinced
on many occasions, and I confidently believed, from

" having lived constantly amongst them, and away
from the neigbourhood of the ship, that prodigies had

*\
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28 MISSION AT VAVAO. [ 1840.

been effected amongst that nation. But, I suspect
that the harshness which ensued caused them
to revolt, and by that measure broke a link in the
chain which it will be no easy matter to unite. 1
understand, however, that at the districts distant
from the port of Papeete much regularity still pre-
vails.

This is one British mission. Reports from Hua-

heine, and what I myself witnessed, of the benig-

nant featurej of Mr. Barff, lead us to believe that

happiness and content reign there.

The success of the late Mr. Williams, who was
beloved at Raratonga, is shown by his narrative. 1
must add, from personal observation, that I was most
agreeably surprised at finding the, condition of the
people under their esteemed friend and pastor, Mr.
Buzacott, (with "a good, honest, hearty John Bull
countenance, to court instead of terrify,) far exceed
my expectations, and I certainly think that Mr.
Orme’s picture must have been furnished from
thence.

At Vavao, however, the missionary creed, I un-
derstand, changes, consequently the system may be
more rigorous. All I can state is, that the ap-
proach of the missionary to my tent was not hailed
with anything like satifaction by the natives, and
that I lost many articles of curiosity, from parties
being afraid to approach without his approbation.

In the morning our tents were pitched in the
face of the hill on which the town is situated, and
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we succeeded in obtaining most of our magnetic
observations. Rain set in, preventing our obtaining
the requisite astronomical observations until the
day following.

We were soon surrounded by natives anxious to
dispose of their wares, but the absence of the chiefs,
and principal people, caused a very apparent dejec-
tion. Vegetables, fruit, cloth, (tapa,) mats, shells,
and weapons, were brought for barter, but their
prices, since the days of Cook, have materially in-
creased ; cotton, cloth, and knives, were the only
trading articles.

Money they knew by name, but hardly under-
stood its value; as they frequently demanded a
dollar in lieu of a knife worth fourpence, and were
generally content with a real, (sixpence,) in lieu.
The term dollar (or tarra) is here, as at Tahiti,
intended to imply coin, and the immediate offer of
the real, one eighth its value, was frequently taken
with avidity.

The manners of the natives appeared to be seve-
ral shades superior to those of any of the islands
we had visited, evidently resulting from a more
determined character, and a reflective turn; pro-
bably much assisted by their stricter adherence to
Christianity,‘whi('h at this particular moment of
religious warfare, they feel it necessary to maintain
with. ‘closer observance. At dawn and dark the
voice of prayer and singing may be heard from each
house throughout the seétlcmvnt, and on Sunday
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the full chorus of natives afforded a very fair speci-
men of their singing.

- The church is spacious, and tastefully ornamented
with native mats on the rafters, much resembling
printed calico. The interior of most of the mis-
sionary and other houses, here as we}l as at the other
islands in these seas, generally hg,vé the rafters, ten
or fifteen feet upwards from the eaves, decorated
in this manner.

We saw but little of their workmanship, owing
'to the absence of the canoes, chiefs, and warriors.
The few articles obtained were inferior, excepting
their household wares, consisting of mats, pillows,
&c., which are very simple. The frequent visits
of whale-ships have also drained the market.

A state prisoner, “the heathen king,” as well-as his
family from one of the iélands, was in our immediate
neighbourhood. Tvisited them, and gave them various
presents. They were much dejected, and apparently
very grateful for the notice bestowed on them. A
very pretty little girl, either a daughter or relative,
about six or seven years old, seemed to have much
influence with the natives, and interested herself
very much in bartering for us, and preventing undue
demands. I presented her with various trifles, par-
ticularly beads, which were useless in the market.
On the day of our departure, she brought a number
more of her own age, and literally commanded by
her manner, that they should be similarly treated.
As she was a princess, there could be no denial'
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[t is very strange, that although we have generally
noticed beautiful children, we have seldom, if at all,
seen a striking grown up beauty.

When I took leave of this unfortunate family,
several little presents were secretly sent to me
through the pilot. That from the king was a piece
of kava root, wrapped very carefully in tapa;
doubtless, a most splendid gift in his estimation, but
if it had been detected in his possession, I was told
that he would be severely punished.

We had no opportunity of examining the coun-
try, our arrival being on Saturday, and our depar-
ture the evening following. The trees here do not
attain the size of those in higher islands, but from
their being thinner, they attain a much closer tex-
ture. The Tamanu, although it does not attain a
large size, is much superior in grain and beauty, to
that of Tahiti or Raratonga.

The highest range of land, all of which might
easily be converted into one great garden, does not
at any point exceed  three hundred feet. The
surface is very level, and the soil fine.

The composition of the rock is a very close-grained
limestone, containing large caverns, in which crystal-
lized carbonate of lime, stalactites, &c., abound. In-
deed, wherever the cliff is fractured a complete crystal-
line structure is presented, in which shells, coral, &ec.
are frequent. At the outer position, where I ob-
tained observations, I found many specimens of
imbedded fossil nautilus. None of the nacreous
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substance remained, but was replaced by crystallized
carbonate of lime. The hardness of the rock, added
to its broad flat surface, prevented me from obtain-
ing more than a single specimen.

At the sea level the water has worn away the
outlines so much, that all the cliffs overhang the
islands, presenting a mushroom form. Fhe caving
runs about ten to fifteen feet horizontallm,f‘ivo oF
8iX verticﬂlly ; consequently, where the sea has mu{h
play, and the coast is exposed, landing is impyﬂc-
ticable. In some cases the overhanging mass has
fallen away, and landing is facilitated ; but the dept}q
alongside these islands increase suddenly to forty
fathoms or more.

The supplies to be obtained at this island chiefly
consist of yams, which were said to be the finest
in these seas. The hurricanes have injured or de-
stroyed the greater part of the fruit-trees, otherwise
shaddocks and cocoa-nuts would be plentiful. I
noticed but one indifferent shaddock, a few pines,
cabbages, onions, and yams. But our arrival was
hardly known in time, and Saturday is so completely
devoted to cooking for the next day, that little was
produced. |

Here again we met with the iron hand of the
missionaries, for they rule the king, chiefs, and people.
The system throughout these islands, of prohibiting
even the necessary ablutions on the sabbath, is a
stretch of feeling far beyond good sense. A cer-
tain hour might be established by law, at which

necessary labours should cease.
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o

Fish is either scarce, or other occupations
prevent the people from seeking it. The great
depth of water also around these islands is another
drawback. Were it not for this cause, this groupe
would afford some of the finest harbours in the
world. But, excepting Phe inner harbour, I should
not consider my ship pleasantly berthed, the depths
decreasing suddenly from ten, sixteen and twenty-five
to forty-five fathoms. Our stay was too short to
admit of any survey l;(‘il]g‘ made.

At three on the 23rd of May, we took our depar-
ture fromVavao, and had barely cleared the entrance
when the breeze chopped round to S.S.W., pre-
venting our making much headway.

Fin&l observations for rating were obtained at our
first station, as well as the true bearing of .the Peak
of the island of Latte, which we were eventually
enabled to fix, from a sea position, the day following.
I am informed that very dangerous breakers extend
a considerable distance from its western extremity.

The positions fixed by us were, first, the outer
white-faced point on the left side of entrance, which

can readily be known by being the nearest to Nine-pin
Island. It is situated in latitude 18° 38" N., longi-
tude 174° 3’ W.  The second position at the town
is in the King’s Old Garden, latitude 18° 39’ N.,
longitude 173° 55" W., variation 9° 34, dip 35° 7.
The island of Vavao is placed about sixteen miles

too far to the southward, on Arrowsmith’s charts.
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\

LiguT breezes from S.W. to S.S.E. prevented our
making much progress. 'On the 26th, we made the
easternmost of the Feejee Groupe, about forty miles
to the northward of Turtle Island, and passing
through between the islands, were soon favoured
with a fair wind.

Previous to quitting Tahiti, we had been fortunate
in obtaining information respecting this group, and
particularly of several new islands not laid down,
which are excellent guides to what is deemed the
best harbour, Nukulau, on the southern side of
Ambou.

At noon, on the 27th, we passed the island of
Matoke, and shaping a course for Ambou, found our-
selves, about two A.M., quite close enough to the
breakers, tacking within sight and hearing of them.
We had, not a moment before, had our attention ex-
cited by lights, probably fishermen on the reefs, other-
wise our position might have been hazardous. The
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1840.] LAND ON NUKULAU. 37

lights were instantly withdrawn, upon our showing
lights at our foreyardarm.

At daylight the current had set us considerably
to the westward, and just as we bore up for the
anchorage, the breeze headed us off. As this was
followed by calm, I immediately started in my gig, to
save time, a8 well as examine the anchorage, &c.,
leaving the sketch of the entrance with the com-
manding officer. We redched the island of Nuku-
lau, about half-past ten, and were visited by a few
fishermen, and, at noon, by seven double (sailing)
-anoes, having ahout ten to twenty persons in each.
One who termed himself “a small thief,” (chief,) un-
derstood a few words of English, and acquainted us
that they were bound to Cantab, or Mywoollah on
the charts, which are nearly useless.

About two the ship entered by the eastern chan-
nel, and one of the natives immediately volunteered
his services to conduet her through the shoals. 1
had already my misgivings about that channel,
although stated to be “quite free from danger,” and
whilst anxiously watching her progress, as well as
that of the boat with the pilot, had the mortification
to see her take the ground.

In a very few moments the ensign, union reversed,
informed me that the accident was serious, and called
for my immediate presence. No time was lost in
packing up our instruments, and proceeding to her.
On reaching her, I found that she was afloat, but
had her rudder off; and had broken the pintles.
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38 CHIEF'S BROTHER CAPTURED [1840.

“ Misfortunes never come single.” Having an-
chored and secured the rudder, we commenced warp-
ing, occasionally assisting her by the fore and aft
sails, when she suddenly went from- ten into two
fathoms, with her stem between two rocks. The
tide left her, and having steadied her by the stream-
anchor in still water, we patiently awaited the turn of
tidegf4¢hen we warped her forward to her anchorage,
discovering several other patches in our route. In
the midst of distress we were visited by Mr. Cargill,
one of the resident missiox.mries, whose wife, then
dangerously ill, required medical assistance.

From him we ascertained that the American sur-
veying squadron were still at this group, the Peacock

\ having quitted the jport but a few days since; the

Vincennes was supposed to be at Tacanoa, or Obalau,
where they were all to rendezvous. One of the
king’s brothers having taken an active part in an
attack, or r -‘aliatiou upon *an American vessel, by
which the mate and several of the crew lost their
lives, opportunity was taken, when the king, queen,
and chiefs ‘were guests, to detain them as prisoners
until jthis man was delivered up, Sooner than
lose their king, his brother, Tho-ka-nau-to, or
Phillips, volunteered to produce him.
pearance he was heavily ironed and taken away. It

On his ap-

is said he will be taken to America, but what they
can do to him is very problematical.
In consequence of this affair, our reception was

anything but flattering.  Neither the king, his
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1840.] STARLING DESPATCHED TO LIBOOKA. 39

brothers, or the chiefs, would venture within our
power for some days. + This partly vanished, when
it became known that it was a British vessel of war.
The king, however, refused to come until I had paid
him a visit, which my duties prevented for some
days.

On the second day after our arrival, Mrs. Cargill
died, and as my duties rendered my absence impos-
sible, the senior lieutenant, attended by all the officers
who could be spared, was sent to attend the funeral.

As therb was a probability that one of the Ameri-
can ships could spare us rudder pintles, the Starling
was immediately despatched to make the

essary
application; on which occasion, Phillips, 1

king’s

brother,) wlo speaks English well, volunteered to
pilot the schooner to Libooka, where the Peacock
was sppposed to be at anchor.

In the meantime the ‘rudder was hoisted in, and
preparations made for securing it, in the event of her
mission proving unsuccessful.

Measures were taken to complete the survey of
this port; and the tents, &c., were pitched on the
island of Nukulau, for obtaining the necessary suite
of magnetic observations, &c. For several days we
were beset by the natives, and were finally compelled
to erect barrier lines, and appoint a guard to keep
them at a proper distance ; not from any troublesome

conduct on their part, but the nature of the ob-
servations did not admit of the vibrations. caused




40 GARINGARIA. [1840.
¢

by such numbers walking to and fro on the loose
sand., g

The king’s brother, Garin-ga-ria, paid us.a visit, in
order to ascertain what he could pick up, and nume-
rous spears, clubs, bows, arrows, and ornaments, were
brought for sale ; but, as customary with these people,
they were exorbitant in their demands — \\'ha?'s
teeth, knives, &e., being the objects sought in €x-
change. My ohject was first to secure pigs and yams
for the erew, and then look for arms, curiosities, &ec.
‘Indeed, I had promised Phillips, to await his return,
Some few pigs, yams, and fruit, were purchased. Ver-
million was found to be an article in great demand
amongst the ladies ; I therefore gave them to under-
stand I should reserve this for shells, which they were
to seek on the reefs, gnd with which we were soon
inundated : although none of them were of any value:

The canoes hound for Cantab, unfortunately for
us, put back the moment they perceived the ship at
anchor, making our island their rendezvous, and
rendering it a difficult matter to preserve “order.
However, as some of the principal chiefs accompanied
Garin-ga-ria, as well as their interpreter, and “ /aw-
yer,” I made known my wish to have the space oc-
cupied by my party tabooed.

In a few minutes the lawyer, or crown orator,
made known that he was about,to address them.
As if by magic, every one immediately became seated,
and a €imultaneous signal, by clapping the hamils
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1840.] BOUNDARIES ESTABLISHED. 41

and a hollow nasal whoo, denoted that they were
attentive.

The manner and gesture of the orator was energetic
and admirable, but as we understood nothing that
was uttered, all that we can say is, that many parts
of his harangue were specially applauded, and at its
termination the same whoo and clapping of hands
ensued.

I was now informed by the interpreters, (an Ame-
rican black, and two or three Tahitans,) that they
would observe my wishes and respect the boundaries,
which we accordingly formed by stretching lead lines
fromposttopost. Itisa curious fact, observed through-
out the groups from Marquesas to this island, that a
native will seldomistoop to pass underaline; andin many
ases rather than step over it, even when lying on the
ground, they would walk entirely round the end. This
was rigidlyadhered to at Marquesas. I have my doubts
if this line of demarcation is not offensive to them.

Notwithstanding the efforts of the crown lawyer,
[ found that nothing but “wi et armis” would preserve
the boundary, and was compelled, therefore, to keep
sentinels constantly on the alert. These interpreters
allhided to are foreigners taken under the protection
of different chiefs; they are, de Jacto, their slaves so
long as they are maintained, and are even cqmpelled
to feed their masters when the custom of the country,

or.their being placed under Tambo (or tabu) prevents

.their touching their own food with their hands. I

am sorry to say that Englishmen are amongst the
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number. One 6f these, the American black, I took

into my service during our stay, as interpreter, and
he behaved satisfactorily.

Finding that the king was afraid to visit the ship,
in consequence of my failure in visiting the town of
Rewa, I determined on sacrificing a few hours and
paying him a visit ; as, until he was propitiated, there
was no chance of obtaining the necessary supplies of

hogs and vegetables. I therefore started, taking

with me Lieut. Monypenny.

The distance to the town of Rewa from the
anchorage is about six miles, and two to-the mouth
of the river, studded with unp]eﬁsdnt and banks,
over which there is about three feet at low water,
and on which the capricious rollers at times suddenly
bestow a ducking. After entering the river, the
channel at low water becomes tortuous, and the drain

generally bears out, although the main-banks are

about four hundred yards asunder. The canoes are
generally forced up by poles, similar to punting on the
m

Thames.

The town of Rewa is situated about half a mile
from the bank of the river, on the right bank of a
creek, which shoots off abruptly from the main stream
the width of the creek at that point not exceeding

one hundred yards.
The houses, which overlook the creek in some

places, are firmly constructed with posts, which do

not rise more than seven feet from the earth.. On

these arise very lofty pitched roofs, varying from
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twenty-five to thirty feet in height, and in some
instances thatched to the thi€kness of two feet. The
doors are small, excepting in the state-house, and
resemble windows or ports; those in elevated mounds
with ditches remind one \trongly of block-houses.
In the state-house the resembhnce is rendered still
closer by the presence of two ship guns, as if prepared
for war; certainly not very, appropriate chamber
“companions.

The establishment of the king is situated upon a
bend of the creek, the houses of his queens occupying
the ymter-side, and his own being in an open area,
in W *'h also is the house of his principal queen, the

tomb of his father and brothers, and the “fighting
Bourri,” or temple. = This latter is a small building
about twelve feet square, erected upon a mound of

about ten feet elevation. The thatched roof is very

steep, probably thirty feet, across the summit of

which is a pole projecting about three feet at each
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end, studded with brilliant white porcellanic shells.
(Ovula ovum.)

Their canoes are similar to most of those belong-
ing to the low islands, very long and narrow, fur-
nished with outriggers, and a convenient house on a
platform. Vide wood-cut.

The house of the king (or more properly chief of
Rewa, he being subordinate to the king at Obalau)
is one of the most filthy in the town. Its dimensions
are about sixty feet in length by thirty wide. Two
thirds of it is well clothed with mats and kept clean ;
the remaigder may be considered the cooking and
ating hall, &e.

Three §mmense iron caldrons, probably intended
for a whale-ship, together with other earthen vessels
for boiling, occupy the cooking square. The king
and favourite queen were seated upop a range of mats

immediately contiguous to the fire, apd on entering

invited us to do the same. Shortly after, a roasted

hog and vegetables were introduced, and we were

invited to partake. As they had neither knives,

forks, nor plates, I followed their motions, rather

than the chiefs should take fresh offence, and our}’

journey prove fruitless.
The carving of this hog was most adroitly per-

formed by the “carver general,” @ professor, with a
piece of slit bamboo, which by-the-bye was first cut
into shape with a steel ’knife; therefore I suspect
vtiquvttc)(lemands that the bamboo should be pre-
ferred.—The king’s barber, taster, &e, (or I suppose
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1840.] KING'S BARBER. 45

“the barber royal” to be his proper style,) selects
the king’s portion, peels his taro, or yam, and pre-
sents it, without any humiliating forms, in a clean
leaf. This person is never permitted, under penalty
of instant death, to touch his own food with his hands;
and he may be seen tearing his meat like a dog from
the floor with his teeth, whilst-it is there held by a
stick. Before the king conimences eating, all present
clap their hands about four times. If he drinks,
finishes, or sneezes, the same is repeated. The
principal queen and about ten other queens were
present. '

As I ﬁ:urltl that friendship was established, and
the king signified his intention to visit the ship on
the following Monday, I gladly took my leave.

As some mischievous persons had been busy in-
ducing the chiefS to withhold supplies to the ship,
to suit. their own purposes, I visited the brother of
the king,- Garingaria, reported to be in the list of
malcontents, and most active in the pig embargo.
His house I found very superior to that of the king ;
very large, neat, and well arranged, but nevertheless
that of a perfect savage. This Garingaria is re-
“ported as the most determined cannibal of this
group. He has his friends as well as enemies, and

although savage, is less deceitful than those around
.. 5 5

him. I would much rather be his prisoner than

that of the king or any of his immediate retinue
He distinctly denied any participation in the plot.

and I instantly saw by his countenance that he
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spoke the truth. He immediately sent down a pre-
sent of three pigs. .

The king of Rewa is a very strong-built, muscu-
lar man, standing about six feet two inches; Phillips,
or Thokanauto, five feet ten inches; Garingaria
probably six feet four inches. The prisoner taken
away in the Peacock, said to be a very fine man, we
did not see. The present king, who is considered a
very weak-minded man, and despised by his bro-
thers, succeeded his father, who, according to custom,
was murdered to make room for him. It is not
improbable that his death will shortly enable one of
the remaining brothers to succeed him. Indeed,
Phillips said in his presence, “ I shall be king in four
years.” I found there were plenty of spies to in-
terpret falsely the few English sentences which
escaped me! /

As the moment approached for the king's visit,
his courage failed, and as it suited I]'])' purpose to
re-visit Rewa, I went up to tell him my opinion.
I found myself so perplexed by.the falsehoods and
misrepresentations, by which he had been misled,
that I left him in disgust, but not without adopting
secure measures for our supplies.

/ On the day following, yams in profusion arrived,
but few pigs; and having purchased sufficient for our
crew, I declined further barter until the arrival of
more pigs.

On the 13th, the Starling returned, bringing three

pintles, belonging to the Peacock, Captain Wilkes, of
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the Vincennes, having in the handsomest manner
despatph/od one of his boats to that vessel, thinking
her size better adapted ; at the same time offering
those of the Vincennes, should they not answer.
At this critical moment, our carpenter and armourer
became ill. Fortunately, an engineer by trade hap-
pened to call upon me for assistance to recover pro-
perty alleged to be piratically taken from him, and
as he would be compelled to await the arrival of
the parties, he consented to give his assistance in
fitting and reducing the metal work, which he exe-
cuted admirably ; and by the evening of the 15th,
we were in a condition to complete our voyage.

On the evening of the 15th, the tender of the
Vincennes hove in sight, and Captain Wilkes him-
self very shortly came on board. Under any ecir-
cumstances this was a satisfaction I had long hoped
for, but in these remote regions, and entirely shut
out from civilized beings, it became, independent of
the feelings due to his promptitude in relieving
our difficulties, matter of sincere satisfaction. Un-
fortunately I had only that morning despatched the
Starling to fix the position of Banga, one of the
new islands not placed on the chart, and had pro-
mised to join him on Monday. Having, however,
been nearly eighteen hours together, we were en-
abled to talk over matters of much)interest to both

expeditions, and as they would ,gc/over part of our
ground, their observations made in the same posi-
tions would become doubly interesting.
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48 SULPHUR QUITS NUKULAU. [1840.

Our observatory and tents being embarked, and
rudder in order, after dinner we parted; and by the
aid of the moon the Sulphur was again.moving
through the waters with her accustomed freedom.

The United States Expedition, under the com-
mand of Commodore Wilkes, had very recently re-
turned from the Antarctic regions, via New South
Wales, bringing us later English news than we had
previously seen. They had visited the Tonga
group, and had ‘been about six weeks examining the
Feej('aes, of which they intended to complete the
chart. When I state that four large islands occurred
in our passage alone, which arg not placed on the
charts, and that many unnotiged exist in the whole
group, which is most orroneoq{slysct forthin the charts,
the value of their labours m‘*y be easily appreciated.

Owing to threats held out that vengeance would
be taken for the capture of the chief by the Pea-
cock, I did not conceive it right to risk the chance
of aggression, by permitting our parties to pursue
their examinations where our force could not act:
consequently, beyond the island of Nukulau and the
beach-line little was obtained.

The anchorage of Nukulau is safe, as well as con-
venient. Two safe and easy passages lead to it,
and with the assistance of the chart, vessels can
enter at all fimes without a pilot. The eastern
channel, by which the Sulphur entered, is also safe,
if assisted by the chart and a boat ahead. The
best anchorage is in twelve fathoms, with the outer
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island barely shut in with Nukulau, about two cables
length from the shore, in a muddy bottom. The
strongest breezes blow from south to south-west.
Water can be had at Nukulau, or by sending up the
river. The Sulphur watered at the island.

At present there are so many doubts about the
proper name of the main island, that I retain
“ Ambow,” this being the name wunderstood by the
chiefs and natives, and it has stood sufficiently long
on the charts for preference.

It is traversed by very extensive rivers, and the
chiefs assert that in the rainy season the fresh
water prevails one mile beyond the breakers. It

is also asserted that no one has yet rghched the

source of this river, and that numerous other similar
streams exist. The Americans made the attempt, and
I 'am informed penetrated six miles beyond any previ-
ous white person. I.am not aware of anything to repay
the labour, which probably would entail sickness on
the exploring party. The mountains are lofty, and
exhibit deep ravines between the ranges, which alone
would account for powerful streams. They are
generally shallow, and not adapted for navigation.

A code of regulations has been drawn up and
signed by mark, for the chiefs of Rewa, (not of
Ba-ou,) but as they neither read, writg, nor under-
stand the laws they have enacted, (possibly Phillips
may be an exception,) they will prove a dead letter.

* I think, although Ambow on charts, that it should be written
Ambauo. Bauo being the residence of the principal or king.

VOL. IIL E
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Their implements of war are clubs, spears, bows,
and arrows ; but the club appears to be that gene-
rally in use. Probably the spear may be -used on
the first charge, but in conversation they never say
_that “a man was speared;” it is invariably “ clubbed.”
These clubs are very neatly made, of a strong hard
wood, resembling live oak in grain, and ornamented
with coloured sennit, made from cocoa-nut fibre.
They generally carry with them short clubs, similar to
“life preservers,” which are the club root of a pe-
culiar tree affording a knob about the size of an
orange, the stem, or handle, seldom exceeding three
quarters of an inch in diameter. These are either
carved or smoothly polished. It is a very formida-
ble weapon, and probably, excepting in actions
where numbers are engaged, their most fatal instru-
ment of death. They readily part with any of their
arms or ornaments for whale teeth, which are at all
times irresistible articles in traffic.

The costume of the men is similar to that of the
Tonga group, or most of the Pagific Islands, viz.,
a simple maro round the waist. The chiefs who
possess European finery, seldom exhibit it, except-
ing Phillips, (Thokanauto) who generally made his
appearance in white trowsers, shirt, waistcoat, and
surtout. Indeed, I would not permit him to visit
the ship in any other costume. This chief speaks
English, French, and Spanish, is clever and intelli-
gent, and has made one or two voyages in an Ame-

rican trader to Tahiti, and the neighbouring islands.

-

1840,

It is
power
sence (
attain
- t:)mar_y
The
Snuff)”.
about t
which
son, “Y
gent yo
countryl
Indee
the Ame
will prok
story tol
(liguity (
some for
the crew
It is state
top, but .
the arriva
was (]ospa
was achie
sion giverf
hear“the {
the narrat
Both m
ing their |
times to r




1840.] THOKANAUTO OR PHILLIPS. 5l

It is probable that he will shortly have the chief
power at Rewa, as he broadly hinted in the pre-
sence of his brother. It is to'be hoped that he will

attain it by a more civilized process than the cus-

.
« tomary mode.

The king or principal chief of Ambow, “ Old
Snuff}”. as le is termed, resides at Bauo, or Bow,
about thirty miles up the river, and near to the river
which empties itself northerly at Obidlavo. His
son, “ Young Snuff,” is described as an active, intelli-
gent young man, much prepossessed in favour of our
countrymen.

Indeed, the abstraction of the Rewa chief by
the Americans has irritated the natives amazingly, and
will probably injure their- mercantile interests. The
story told here is that this chief Tesented some in-
dignity offered him by an American trader on
some former visit, and on the return of some of
the crew in another vessel, they were “ clubbed.”
It is stated that he was kept chained in her main
top, but escaped, and swam ashore. However, on
the arrival of the American squadron, the Peacock
was despatched to demand this chief. His capture
was achieved as before stated. This was the ver-
sion giver’ by the misgionaries. Doubtless we shall
hear the facts in a more authenticated form, when
the narrative of the exploring voyage comes out.

Both men and women take great pride in dress-
ing their hair. Although it is long enough some-

times to reach to the waist, it nevertheless has a

PR
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strong disposition to curl or frizzle, and the main
object appears to be to render each individual hair

independent, presenting an uniform mob, similar to

the wigs of onr bishops. In one instance I measured
the distance from the skin to the outer edge of the
hair, which was six inches. In some cases of the

first class queens, the external shape was beautifully
even and round, generally coloured by powder, of

a very light lead colour. The men in many in-

stances have their hair party-coloured; sometimes

black, red, blue, and lead, or dirty white, on the same
scalp. In several instances I noticed a single red

lony lock cultivated from the side of a thick frizzled
black mob. These colours are obtained from dif-
ferent barks, the whitish or lead colour from the
ashes of the bark of the bread fruit-tree. Those
who cannot maintain a barber frequently cover
the hair with tapa, which gives it the appearance

of a turban.
This style of dress, with their thick black beards,

and tapa thrown over the shoulder, gives them

a Turkish aspect. They are inordinately fond of

/ paint. Vermilion is equal to gold ; but failing this,

they besmear themselves with a thick coating of

lampblack, and oil or varnish, and vary it by scor-

ing off until the skin shews, or by coloured ashes.

Their chief object in dress is to render themselves

as unlike human beings gs possible ; the more ter-
rific, the more admired. They have nearly the

same abhorrence of a white skin as we have of

a black one.
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The women wear an ornamented belt, about four
inches deep, with six inches fringe, called a leekee-
They are very neatly worked, and are becoming.
The queen of Rewa had no other covering. Her
hair, however, was very neatly dressed, and as per-
fect as if she had come from under the hands of a
French frisseur.

I am afraid that the missionaries will find these
people far beyond their powers. They have no
chiefs of sufficient importance to carry into effect
any important change, and possibly if any one at-
tempted it otherwise than by example, his head
might pay the forfeit. They are too self-willed
and independent to be driven, and at the present
moment far too ferocious to submit to any re-
straint. ;

I put the question to Phillips, who answered im-
mediately to the point. “They have no objection
to the residence of the missionaries, and would
feed them; and would not molest any one
voluntarily embracing their religion. But they
dislike their spying into their houses. By-and-

bye, when they see more of them, and wnderstand

them, the people may come round.”

“ But,” I observed, “ the chiefs should set the
example, as the kings of all the other islands have
done.”

“ What did they give them for helping them ?”

I replied, “ Nothing; they were induced by the




o4 ARRIVE AT BANGA. [1840.

superior advantages which the christian religion of-
fered.”

As he could not be made to comprehend this
part of the subject, and appeared restless, I changed
the topic. (

With a light air from the eastward, we pursued
our course for the island of Banga, and about four
A.M. observed the Starling at anchor. Lieut. Kellett
came on board at daylight, but as nothing offered
of sufficient interest to detain the ship, I merely
landed to secure the position, and complete the
survey which had been commenced by the Starling.

The anchorage is safe and convenient, and pro-
bably, had T been aware of its existence, would
have been selected in preference to Nukulau for
our astronomical position, as being more detached
from a large population. *Not long since it pos-
sessed its full portion of inhabitants; but on the
death of their king, who was tributary to the king
of Rewa, the chiefs determined to throw off the
yoke, and become independent. ' '

Such a pretext for war was not overlooked, and
a band of warriors immediately issued forth ‘to
reduce them to submission, or in plainer terms, to
rob them of all they possessed. This was found
difficult by reason of their fastnesses, the towns

being situated in many cases on the very summit .of

the mountains, elevated one thousand four humlr%

feet above the sea

[
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o

Finding they were not sufficiently strong, rein-
forcements were demanded, which were sent under
the command of Garingaria, or raised by him
under a contract that he might exterminate them.
His brother, Thokapauto, (or Phillips,) who is up-
held as the white man’s friend, (but #nly so long as
he can get anything from him,) was foremost in
destroying the villagers by fire, dand committing
other brutal acts. The expedition résulted in vie-
tory to the besiegers, the death of the principal
chief, and several hundreds of the population. The
son of the chief was spared to govern, under the
usual subjection.

The sequel will hardly be credited, yet it is be-
yond doubt : cannibalism to a frightful degree still
prevails amongst this people, and, as it would seem,
almost as one of theirhighest enjoyments. The victims
of this ferocious slaughter were regularly prepared,
being baked, packed, and distributed in portions to
the various towns which furnished warriors, according
to their exploits; and they were' feasted on with a

degree of savage barbarity nearly incredible! They

imagine that they increase in bravery, by ecating

their valorous enemy.

This Garingaria is a noted cannibal, and it is as-
serted that he killed one of his wives and ate her.
This he denied, and accounted for her death (which
took place violently by his order) on other grounds.
He did not attempt a denial of his acts at Banga,

nor did Phillips. These occurrences are of late
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date. I am told they threw one or more of the
heads (which they do not eat) into the missionary’s
compound.

The population of the Feejees are very tall, far
above the height of any other nation I have seen.
Of five men assembled in my tent, none were under
six feet two inches, It was rather an awkward sub-
ject to tax Garingaria with in his own house, and
solely attended by his own dep&ndent, our inter-
preter; but he took it very quietly, and observed
that he cared not for human flesh, unless it was
that of his enemy, and taken in battle. When he
used this expression, I could not help thinking that
- his lips were sympathetically in motion, and that I
‘had better not make myself too hostile. I there-
fore bid him good evening.

Quitting the unfortunate island of Banga, we steered
a course to pass close to Cantab, and the following
day passed its western extreme, steering for Tanna,
one of the southernmost of the New Hebrides.

On the 20th we made for the island of Erronan,
which, from our great distance, /presented the appear-
ance of a low flat island. On’the following morn-
ing we passed about seven miles to the southward, |
when a nearer view showed it to be a very high(
truncated cone, well wooded, and surrounded by a
low belt of flat land, projecting aboat half a mile
beyond its base. We were not sufficiently néar to
observe inhabitants, or .if landing or harbours ex-
isted.
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Shortly after, the island of Annatom was noticed
to the S. W., and Tanna west. ,Annatom presents
undulating hills, but no remarkable peaks or strik-
ing” features. Tanna is a larger island, presents
high peaks and ranges on the southern portion, with
very abrupt cliffy bluffs.

Port Resolution may readily be found, by a very
remarkable yellow sandstone bluff at its north-west
angle, and which is situated to the northward of

{ entrance ; also by the smoke of the voleano,
)

@ little inland from it. © Approaching from the
sowthward, the entrance of the port might be over-
shot, by reason of the overlapping breakers; but
by bearing in mind that it is formed by the low
peninsular south-east angle, and that the entrance is

situated about one mile southerly of the yellow
bluff, it will easily be found.

By noon we reached the entrance, the wind being
dead out: but by edging close to the breakers on our
left,and hauling sharp up, we made the entrance,and in
four boards reached our berth inside in six fathoms.

It is too narrow for a long vessel to work in, and
it is preferable to shoot into fifteen fathoms, and
be prepared to warp.

We were soon visited by the natives, in some of
the most miserable apologies for canoes that we
have yet witnessed. In one of these frail barks
came the resident missionary, a native of Samoa,
one of the Navigator Group, left here by the mis-
sionary vessel to convert these people. I took him
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with me to sele¢t a position . favourable for our ob- from
servations. This did not appear likely to be effected They
on the eastern side of the bay, and we therefore of M
: commenced those requiring the most undivided bouri
! attention on the western rocky cliffs. The It
natives, however, soon began to- find us there, which, our m
added to the frequent vibrition from the volcano, from
determined me on trying the town side the ensuing the n
day. \ surgec
Being short of fuel, and depending on the peace- seripti
able character given of these people by Cook, added with t
to the presence of the messengers of peace and good fear r
will, I determined on making the most of time they 1
- here, and parties were accordingly despatched W00d-> vessel
ing, as well as making the survey of the port. doubtl
Our observing position was pitched in front of the The
house of the missionaries, a mere thatched hovel, in compa:
which five unfortunate natives of the Navigators a deej
were literally imprisoned, being compelled to close deavou
the door, immediately one entered or departed, to the un
prevent the intrusion of the natives. 'Their number very so

felt a n
tunate |

consisted originally of six men and two women, but
their chief (or king, as they termed him,) died not

. long since, and the remainder were suffering more or Samoa,’
less from fever and ague. They appear to be very the)cry

! uneasy and unhappy, and painfully anxious to return ri
to their native land. They enquired most anxiously :11111«»)"1-(

and eagerly if we were boundto the Navigators; and taba lir

although their stock of English was but scanty, we chief, as

could plainly understand that they were in great fear . the pre
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from the natives, and much dreaded our departure.
They were, moreover, aware of the melancholy fate
of Mr. Williams and his companion, at the neigh-
bouring island of Mallicolo.

It was with feelings of deep disappointment that
our mutual ignorance of the language prevented me
from using any exertions to smooth their way with
the natives, who appear a most lawless set. The
surgeon inquired into their complaints, and his pre-
seriptions probably afforded temporary alleviation, but,
with the mind so much depressed and harassed, I
fear recovery is problematical. The only chance
they now have, is the return of the missionary
vessel from New South Wales, when they will be
doubtless removed to Samoa.

The fatal catastrophe to Mr. Williams, and his
companion at Mallicolo, has not failed to make
a deep impression ; and although the natives en-
deavoured to persuade us that they abhorred
the unnaturgl practice of cannibalism, I should be
very sorry\to be placed at their mercy. I certainly
felt a more than ordinary interest about these unfor-
tunate beings, and the frequent repetition of “Samoa,
Samoa,” from the sick within the hut, sounded like
the] ery of the condemned.

ring the course of my pursuits, I was frequently
:mnn)r’vd by the natives intruding too closely on our
tab lines, although frequently warned by their own

chief, as wells as one of the missionaries, to preserve

the preseribed boundaries. It was unfortunate that
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we had so many irons in the fire, otherwise I could
have placed sufficient men on the lines of demarca-
tion to have effectually deterred the ill-disposed
from seeking a quarrel, for which several were evi-
dently much inclined.

I had also a strong reason for keeping up a good
understanding, without arms, if possible, in order to
show them how little we feared anything from them,
want of decision generally, in my opinion, acting
rather as an inducement to molestation. Had force
been resorted to, I also foresaw that their spleen
might have been vented upon the unfortunate, un-
protected missionaries, who were already dreading
our departure.

Though their actions, to other visitors, not simi-
larly occupied with ourselves, would have been
deemed harmless, they, monkey-like, no sooner com-
prehended that they could, without serious displeasure,
annoy me by the vibgation of the ground at the mo-
ments for nbservatioﬁj than they commenced simul-
taneous poundings with billets of wood, and threw
stones high into the¢ air, which fell near and risked
the instruments. /In order to secure the last and
most important set, (which can only be comprehend-
ed by those as intently engaged,) I found it necessary
to clear the groun/d to a certain distance, and to
effect this, recalled/ one of the cutters; letting the
chiefs understand my determination.

The instant the crew landed, they enforced my
wishes, and the yell of departure, half serious, half
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comic, which burst forth, hadnearly awakened theslum-
bers of the Sulphur, which had kept an attentive eye
on our movements. Anything, even in mimic hostility
after this, would have drawn an unfortunate shot :. of
this I was not aware until my return in the evening.
However, a few minutes sufficed to complete what 1
required, when I hasteied to remove anything like
bad feeling, by mixing ir\nmediately with them.

The sentinel having reported that one of the natives
raised his eclub Witl‘l a threatening attitude, when
he warned him off the instruments, I immediately
went to him and desired him, by signs, to lay down
his club, which he immediately did, trembling. I
then gave it in charge to the sentinel, who placed it
under his foot for safer custody, and the native was
ordered out of bounds. A ery of derision at his ex-
pense followed. The chiefs were with me, and re-
quested me to be quiet, ordering the people back.
After great intercession on the part of the chiefs, and
on condition that the man was sent entirely away, I
allowed the club to be restored to his chief. This
. shows how completely savages may be reduced from
insolence to abject fear, by even pretending deter-
mination, for I was unarmed. But as it was done
in a good-humoured manner, and made a joke
against the party, it failed to procure him support had
he been inclined to resist.

Very little was brought to the beach for traffic,
although on my landing the first question asked, was
for “permMssion, to open trade.” The little that
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theydid bring consisted of large yams, (weighing thirty-
six pounds,) plantains, malay apples, sugar-cane of very
large growth and very tender skin, and a few small
chickens. The ornaments brought were light bows,
arrows, and carved wristbands made from the shell of
the cocoa-nut. They were not disposed to part with
their clubs, or the bits of serpentine suspended to
their necks.

In all their productions of art they were far behind
any of the islands we have visited. They differ also
from any hitherto noticed by us in their costume.
The bhair is bound into minute ringlets, about one
twentieth of an inch in diameter, the last three or
four inches of the ends being allowed to curl, or
wave, so that it assumes a thick wig of lines, fagged
at the ends. They are very plentifully smeared with
black and red paint, the latter resembling very
coarse ochre, but vermilion they did not value.

They do not wear the customary maro, or tapas,
on the loins ; but follow the custom in many parts of
Africa, of binding matting, terminating'in ornaments.
The women wear a petticoat, very similar in fashion
to that of Nootka, Columbia River, &c,-but formed
of the loose fibres of the Hibiscus tiliaceus, (or
Purau.) This is heavy, and being sometimes worn
diagonally over one shoulder, forms a cévering to the
side exposed to the sun. The septum of the nose of
the women is perforated, and from the size of the
aperture, calculated to sustain a weighty ornament.

The lobes of the ear, in the males, are also perfo-

~——_
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rated, but no ornaments were displayed in them.
The men also wore shells round the arm, above the
elbow, (generally Ovula Ovum,) and some few had
pretty cones and bulla round the neck ; bnt we were
unable to procure a single live shell from them,
althoagh they were distinctly aware that they would
receive ample compensation for their labours.

Altogether they appear to be very low in the scale
of human beings, little inclined to traffic, filthy, ill-
looking, insolent, and troublesome as a people. Of
course there are exéeptions.

Our party employed wooding ‘gt the extreme end
of the bay, were latterly troubled by their throwing
stones, but this probably arose imerely from a mis-
chigvous disposition. \

By four o’clock our operations were concluded,
and having presented to our unfortunate friends the
missionaries, some few necessaries, and taken leavenot
without some misgiving as to their security, I walked
to the extremity of the bay, towards the ship, the gig

keeping pace along shore, purchasing occasionally the
few things brought down by the natives, who con-

tinued to throng about me with much good-humour.
I pursued this course purposely, in order to dis-
cover if any ill-feeling existed amongst them; and
to ensure keeping them at a respectful distance, I
very quietly borrowed the club of the nearest man,
without the slightest resistance on his part, (although
generally they are very tenacious on this point, when
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arms are near,) and used it to make them preserve inferi

” their distance. fora

These acts, although trivial to the reader, were ing si

A performed in a manner which I have never known to pear t

! fail amongst savages. If resistance is shown I do fencec
not persist, generally leaving the matter to the feel- The

: ings of those around. But I have never failed in the eli
obtaining my object, and restoring harmony, even appear

? when I suspected I had outraged any of their super- pleasa

stitions. If success be proof, ‘I have judged cor-
rectly ; for I never had occasion in my life, where
! my own will guided, to have recourse to force.
By the time I reached my point for embarkation
! I found them all in good humour, anxiously inquir-
ing if the ship slept in the bay, and when we intended
to depart; at the same time making motions to cry,
and following us off with Aloha Aleeke, or “ good-
bye, chief.”
Our gentry who were exploring in pursuit of
‘ natural history, were not altogether unmolested, and
this circumstance, added to the shortness of our visit,

TR

prevented their penetrating far inland. The volcano
smoked and muttered occasionally, and, when the
breeze blew from it, brought a plentiful supply of
cinder dust.

| The habitations ¢f these people are, in general,

I mere huts, which I&hould have supposed temporary,
had they not exactly corresponded to the description
given of them by Cook. He terms them merely the
thatched roof of a house. They are, however, even

VOL. 11
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{

inferior to that, béing simply high enough at the apex
for a man to stand upright, and certainly not exceed-

ing six feet spread at the base. Their gardens ap-

pear to occupy more of their attention, being neatly
fenced in with reeds.

The surgeon visited the hot spring at the base of
the cliff, mentioned in Cook, but the water did not
appear to contain anything to render its taste un-
pleasant.
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CHAPTER IIIL
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¢ . CHAPTER III.

At dawn on the 24th June, with light airs from
N.W,, we quitted Port Resolution. Several canoes
came off, bringing fowls and fruit, and followed us
f | about a mile, and when they quitted, repeated their

; aloha, accompanied with invitations to return. It
, } is very probable that another day’s sojourn would

have made us better acquainted, and exhibited a
better market. : '

The breeze did not permit us to steer a course,
and we were barely able to reach a low island to the
N.E., mentioned by Cook, which is situated about
ten miles to the northward of the port. As we
approached, the natives flocked to the beach, where
we plainly discerned two, attired in 1fr0cks, trowsers,
and hats, whom we immediately set down as mis-
sionaries, probably part of those from Samoa.
ch’al canoes put off; but pulling too far ahead of
where we should feteh, failed in reaching us. We
tacked within musket-shot of the rocks, which in
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several places appeared to afford convenient cover
for landing.

Our next board brought us well in with the north
point of Tanna, near sunset, and shortly after tack-
ing, the breeze gradually favoured, until we were
enabled to make a free course, during the night, past
Erromango. _

I had failed in putting to sea the previous even-
ing, in- order to allow my crew their full night’s
rest, as well as in the hope of being able to pass
Erromango by daylight, and sufficiently  near to
communicate with the canoes, or probably to land
and determine its position. It was, therefore, a dis-
appointment, after the late lamentable occurrences at
this island or Mallicolo, that they had not the sight
of other vessels of war, to afford them the impression
at least that Great Britain will not lose sight of her
subjects scattered over the vast surface of the
globe. I might possibly have derived other inform-
ation as to their present disposition.

At daylight the remarkable saddle peaks, situated
over Traitor's Head of Cook, and by which this
island may be particularly distinguished, were seen
about, fifteen miles to the southward. The breeze
fresh from S.E., afforded us strong hopes of soon
nearing Sandwich Island, and by sunset its outline
was well defined. We found ourselves set consi-
derably to the northward by the current, and changed
our course to keep well off the land.

Shortly after eight o’clock breakers were reported
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to leeward. The ship was tacked, and we stood
off an hour without observing them. We again
tacked, and kept the wind until the morning. The
report was evidently incorrect, as our position at
dawn evinced. By noon we were about fifteen
miles off the north end of Sandwich Island, with
several smaller in sight in the northern quarter.
Our course was shaped to clear the island of Mal-
licolo, which at sunset was not visiblee ~Wind
easterly, with \}ery unpleasant cross swell from S.W.,
as well as S.E.

It was my intention to touch at the island of
Guadalcanar, or the nearest convenient spot in that
meridian. On the morning of the 1st July we made
the island ; weather very unsettled, heavy rain and
squalls, and making but little progress against a
strong S.W. current. By noon we had reached a
small islet offthe northern point ; but experienced a
very unpleasant sea, and heavy breakers were noticed
extending a considerable distance in the offing.

Quitting the ship, I in with the Starling,
until she reached seven fms, when, disliking the
sea then running, whith would have prevented her
clawing off in the even_} of danger, I proceeded in

"my gig to examine the inner side of the island.

Unfortunately no depth for safe anchorage could
be found, although the facility for landing rendered
this a most eligible spot for our operations. I had
previously intended standing, off and on, during the
night, and landing in the morning, but on my
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return to the ship, finding the current set strong
towards the breakers, and moreover having split our
foresail, the ship being very uneasy, I determined on
seeking a more eligible situation, and bore away for
New Ireland. N

The breeze favoured-us, but a strong current from
N.E. prevented dur making the land on the even-
ing of the 4th. Unfortunately we had no meridian
obfervation on that /day,”and heavy squalls with
thunder, lightning, and rain, (or the customary
rainy sedson of this region,) overtook us about eight
o’clock, at the very moment when we hoped to reach
our port.

About four A. M., we found, ourselves close in with
the breakers, the squall providentially clearing up
Just in time to wear clear of destruction. Cilms
and baffling winds ensued, preventing our reaching
our port by daylight; but the weather proving fine,
and ‘obtaiping a fair view of the landmarks, we had
no hesitation in running in by night,—although it
had been well if Carteret had stated that the pas-
sage between the Booby and the main was unsafe.
Between the flaws and warping we reached our an-
chorage in port Carteret by midnight ; affording to
our crew a good night's rest, instead of knocking
-about at the mercy of swell and currents outside.
We were fortunate, as the rains recommenced at
.dawn, and continued with slight intermission during
_ the whole period of our visit.
~* On the second day we succeeded in securing our
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principal observations, and the main triangulation
of port Carteret. I then joined the Starling, and
proceeded to complete the coast as far as Cape St.
George, leaving the Sulphur to complete wood,
water, &c. Rain still impeded us, but by persever-
ance and taking every advantage which offered, this
was eventually achieved.

This southern bay is termed Gower’s Harbour and
English Cove. The latter is more peculiarly
_ adapted for watering, but does not afford sufficient
facility for ingress or egress without towing. At
the southern extremity of Gower’s Harbour, we fell
in with a party of five natives, one of whom spoke
a little English. From him we learned that the
visits of British vessels from Sidney were frequent ;
that the natives who communicated with them
resided on the eastern side of the island; and
that their supplies consisted chiefly of wild hogs,
fruit, and vegetables. He was anxious to sleep on
board the schooner, to which we consented, and his
allies, youths from sixteen to eighteen, were de-
spatched home, with directions to return the follow-
ing morning with stock, &e.

The inclemency of the weather, I suspect, pre-
vented this, and our labours having terminated, our
new friend “ Tom Starling” (for Jack seldom fails to
christen his friends) was landed, and we rejoined the
Sulphur that evening.

“Tom Starling” informed us “that the rains
would cease in one moon, and that they would then
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be considerably more oppressed by the sun.” The
continuance of. the torrents of rain has certainly sur-
passed anything I have before observed in any other
clime. Our good fortune, however permitted us to
obtain sufficient sun the day following our return, to
rate our chronometers, and thus released us from
further sojourn in this land of moisture.

Just on the eve of departure, half a dozen miser-
able half-drowned natives came down to the water-
ing place, bringing a cooked pig, with a few bad
specimens of bread fruit. They did not understand
English," and having presented them with a few
beads and other articles, they were relanded, taking
with them their pig, &e. They were entirely naked,
very slightly made, and resemble much the natives of
Tanna, the hair in the same minute queues, with
bushy points, although not bound up. \

On.the morning of the 16th, having embarked-the
observatory, we quitted Port Carteret; the day
beautifully fine, but wind light.

Having examined the range comprehending Ports
Carteret and Gower, I should certainly on any future
visit prefer what in our survey I have designated
Port Sulphur, as that under every circumstance the
best adapted for wooding and watering, ingress and
egress under canvas, and affording, what is most
important, convenient depth for anchorage.

In Gower’s harbour the depth is not only incon-
venient, being thirty fathoms, but there is great

liability to drag off the bank. In English Cove the
4
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swell sets in soheavily at times that it may be difficult,
or impossible, to tow, and watering is not so con-
venient as in Sulphur Bay.

_For a temporary’ supply without intending to
anchor, the stream at the southern bay in Gower’s
Harbour will be found most convenient, as a vessel
might drop towards the passage through Gower’s
Harbour, and pass out by Turtle Bay. The anchorage
in Turtle Bay is bad, by reason of the rocky bottom
as well as great depth.

During our stay there, for two days, in the Starling,
we experienced the shock of an earthquake, which led
us to believe that we were dragging over rocks. The
same was experienced on board the ship at the same
instant, and those on shore state that they felt the un-
dulation strongly.

Fuel of the best quality is to be had at the beach
in any of these harbours, as well as fancy woods for
cabinet making, including tamanu, ebony, &ec. The
nutmeg was found, but not abundant, nor of the kind
valued in commerce. .

Although Captain Carteret named the greater
island in Port Carteret Cocoa Island, from the abun-
dance of cocoa nuts found there at the period of his
visit, not a single tree of this fruit now exists. The
bastard sago palm, pandanus, &c., grow luxuriantly
although the depth of soil is literally noth'\ng, the
trees rising through the loose limestone rock.

The structure of the reefs, points, cliffs, &c., in this
region is entirely limestone, frequently crystallized,

A

fc
al
a
ar

on

sal
fay
for
het
wh
wel
bar
us;
(‘pm
but
per:
)
wes!
how
they
after
the
cano
surpi
besid
and t
spare



1840.] DUKE OF YORK'S ISLAND. 75

but it is rather remarkable that on three islets
forming these harbours all the rocks near the beach
are loose, and apparently disturbed by some violent
action. In the main streams, sandstone, claystone,
and porphyritic balls were found.

The breeze, failing with an unpleasant swell setting
on the islands, compelled us to warp as well as tow,
and it was not until noon that we considered ourselves
safe on our own element again. The breeze just
favoured us in time to send our men to their dinner,
for which they doubtless had good appetites, and our
head was then directed for Duke of York’s Island,
which we reached the following afternoon. We
were visited by several canoes bringing cocoa-nuts,
bananas, pine apples, and several fruits unknown to
us; also some few shells, principally nautilus,
(pompilius.) These were readily purchased for beads,
but the natives were very timid and could not be
persuaded to come on board.

On the day following we ran along the north
western side of New Ireland, in order to ascertain
how far the natives were disposed to barter, and what
they had to dispose of. Many canoes put off, and,
after some solicitation, not only came alongside, but
the natives ventured on board. Viewed in their
canoes we thought them a tall race, but I was much
surprised, on actual measurement as they were standing
beside us, that the man I had selected as their stoutest
and tallest did not exceed five feet seven, and was
spare withal.
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The canoes; which appeared for the most part to
be new, are constructed from a hard white wood
with ‘a -red ' core, (probably a mimosa.) They are
very simple and neat, and furnished with the custo-
mary outriggers. They generally contained three or
four persons. -The largest, which was about fifty
feet in length, contained eight. All those who came
off in the canoes were male, and entirely naked, but
the females, whom we discerned dancing and waving
along the beach, were covered with the leekee of
the Feejees and new Hebrides. The natives who
ventured on board had each a single leaf stuck in
their belts, but no more.

As they brought nothing but cocoa-nuts and very
small bread fruit, and were moreover very difficult to
please, we very politely caused their departure, by
slightly increasing our speed. I have little doubt

"that had we been able to anchor, stock, &e., would
have been easily procured.

The indentations of the coast appeared to offer
several very snug little harbours, and judging from
the numerous canoes as well as from the popylation
we saw on the beach, added to large patches of
cleared land, there can be little doubt that they have
sufficient produce. Probably the distance at which
we were from the land at the time they put off pre-
vented their risking live stock.

On the day following, being a little further in
advance, a large and handsomely finished canoe, with
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the figure-head turned inwards, paid us a-visit, but
were too timid to communicate. Doubtless she con-
tained a chief, as those who managed her were
silent, and did not even notice our advances to friendly
communications. Our indisposition also to delay
longer in this region of rains, calms, and variables
did not induce us to make much repetition, although,
so long from home, “ New Irish” was a novelty in
ourears. The season certainly was most unfortunate,
as from the nature of the coast before us I coulﬁ{
easily imagine the scenery in fine weather to bé
magnificent.

The hills of New Ireland rise to a height of fifteen
hundred'to two thousand feet, and are clothed from
base to summit with the most luxuriant forest. In
the distance the high lands of New Britain, with the
magnificent peaks of “ Mother and Daughter,” afford
a fine finish to the landscape.

* In a mercantile point of view I cannot at present

perceivehow these islands can prove interesting beyond
the fancy woods and tortoise shell, of which latter
substance every canoe appeared to possess several
plates. It is of good quality, better than I have
befote noticed in the Pacific, and from the manner
in which it was offered no doubt vessels come here
to trade for it; indeed we learnt as much from Tom
Starling. :

It was unfortunate that such an opportunity for

acquiring a more perfect estimate of these islands

and their resources was completely marred, by the
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dreadfully tedious weather and long sick list, which
rendered further delay impossible.

We continned making but little progress through
torrents of rain, and pressed by the current about
one mile per hour to the N.E. On the 23rd we
passed Elizabeth Island, and saw part of Admiralty
Group, and on the 24th, with fine weather, passed
Purdy’s Island, finding the current still pressing us
to the northward.

On the 25t of July, the group laid down on
Arrowsmith’s chart as the “Six Islands,” seen by
the Britannia in 1795, were in sight, as well as
several other low islands to the southward, which
probably escaped notice, amounting in all to ten.
At midnight the westernmost was discovered ahead,
but at day-break, appeared to compose part of the
main land of New Guinea.

Two more low islands were also observed to the
northward, and as my principal object was to select
a spot free from basaltic or volcanic influence, these
appeared to offer an eligible position. About the
same time a deep bay was observed on the S.W.
angle of what I now believed to be merely a penin-
sula, and my friend Kellett was immediately de-
spatched in the Starling, to examine it, in the event
of failing to find safe anchorage amongst the low
islands.

On rounding the reefs which break the eastern
swell, everything appeared to favour a convenient
position.  Lieutenant Wood was despatched to
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search for anchorage, but as no bottom under
seventy or eighty fathoms could be obtained free
from danger, and the Starling about the same
time having signalled “the port examined safe,”
our exertions were directed to reach it before dark.
A constant current setting to the N.E., added to
variable squally weather, prevented our reaching a
position before nine o’clock, when we anchored near
(the Starling in twenty-five fathoms, mud. Kellett
}having anchored her at sunset, with orders to show
a light, joined us to pilot us in.

The morning (27th July) showed us a very snug
and picturesque bay, but heavy rain prevented our
landing until eleven, when a sandy spot on the
north side of the bay was selected as most con-
venient, and commanddd by the ship’s guns. To
prevent the chance of misunderstanding, a sufficient
force was landed to put anything like opposition out
of the question, and a space soon cleared for our

tents.

‘ The natives, who met us, appeared ratlter ner-
vous, but very soon recovered their self-possession,
and exhibited more good-humour than the accounts
of previous navigators had led me to expect. They
brought but little to traffic, and appeared to be
impelled more ‘)y curiosity than any other motive,
and, although the means were at hand, (by procur-.
ing shells and other curiosities,) they could not be
induced to exert themselves, probably fearing to go

too far from their arms, which were no doubt con-
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cealed in the bush. Their costume was vnt}roly
new to us; resembling nothing we have seen. The
hair, which is permitted to grow to a great length,
is confined behind by a conical case, having the
crown as its base, and generally tapering at eigh-
teen inches length to three at the point, the hair
curling over. Into this preposterous appendage
they stick their feather ornaments, either birds
of paradise or canes with gaudy feathers of parrots
or other birds neatly worked on, which add about
eighteen inches to the length. They are gene-
rally in a state of .nature, but in many cases, parti-
cularly the older people, have a dirty tapa about
their loins. In stature they seldont reach- the
height of five feet four inches, and avzﬁmgu about
five feet. They arg small-limbed, and did not ex-
hibit any symptoms of strength ; and from what we
observed in their dealings, I am inclined to think
them well-tempered. ’

Their canoes are formed from single trees, with
wash boards brought on very similar to others in
these seas, but the fitting of the outrigger, and a
seat amidships for the person in command, or to
secure their goods from wetting, is very neat and
convenient. It is a raised platform, about six feet
by three, with ornamented sides, &c., about nine
inches.

Our attempts to discover what articles they
prized, or would be tempted to barter for, were en-
tirely ineffectual : they preferred iron, axes, knives,
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&c., despised beads, but evinced.no particular de-

sire to possess anything shown to them. Latterly

they brought some biNls of paradise, but they were

indifferent, and I am 1ot aware what was given in

exchange. P
The constant showers during the day prevented
our obtaining the necessary data for determining
our position. We were, therefore, compelled to
trust to the stars, the weather generally proving
clear between sunset and two A.M. By midnight
we had completed our observations, and about one
embarked; The natives retired about sunset.

During the day the survey of the bay was com-
pleted. The depths throughout are regular, over a
bottom of tough dark mud, varying from thirty to
nine . fathoms, which latter will be found close to
the reefs, which in most places skirt the bay.

Streams of fresh water abound ; that in the bight
at the sandy beach is the best, and it probably runs
at the dry season. On the south side of the bay
a salt thermal spring was noticed, of which the tem-
perature appeared to be nearly at the boiling point;
it was, however, not strictly tested, our high tempera-
ture thermometer being broken. Wood is everywhere
abundant at the water’s edge.

On the morning of the 28th we quitted this very
snug bay, which (as the first discoveries of these
islands called them Britannia group) I have thought fit
to name “ Victoria Bay.” Thisisland is the eastern-
most-of the group, and I have therefore called it

VOL. II G
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Britannia island, and the whole group “ the Britannia
Archipelago.”

The day proving propitious, our survey was ex-
tended, by which we discovered that many points
which we had mistaken for headlands, &e., lead-
ing into a large river, were the extremities of a
series of islands forming a very extensive archi-
pelago.  Eighteen were counted fromd the mast
head, and I have little doubt that further examina-
tion to the southward would have materially in-
creased this number.

The lateness of the season, and our immediate
duty in this neighbourhood, not permitting further
exploration, I was compelled very reluctantly to be sa-
tisfied in effecting only what the progress of our pas-
sage would allow ; and keeping within a short distance
of the land, our head was again directed westerly.*

In natural history our short stay afforded but
trifling scope. Some interesting mi('us('i:npi(' shells
were found in the mud at the anchorage, a few from
the beach, and one new land shell.

The geological composition of the island, as far
as examined, proved té be jasper, but very much
decomposed. The natives appear to take great
pains in clearing and cultivating the land, and
several brilliant green spots relieved the eye from
the sameness of the dull forest tint. "Our botanical
collector was as usual indefatigable.

Our course along the land proved tedious, by rea-

* T hope that this portion may hereafter be explored.
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son of calms and baffling winds : but aware that the
current in shore was much stronger than out of
soundings, our exertions were directed to keep near
the land, where something very similar to land and
sea breezes, occasionally favoured us, but nothing
regular. We did not fairly accomplish our object
until the morning of the 1st, when we commenced
a track survey of “the coast, with a light favourable
air, which permitted us to range within one mile of
the coast.

About sunset we found ourselves off a very deep
and extensive inlet, on the outer peninsula (or island)
of which arose several very lofty and remarkable
peaks, frequently hidden by clouds. Nothing of the
kind is apparent on the charts, and the fact of our
being some miles inland, by our latitude and longi-
tude, evinces how little we know of the geographical
features of New Guinea. We were visited by many
natives, from whom we purchased weapons, and
other trifles.

The day following enabled us to add little to the
preceding, the currents having driven us, during the
night, almost out of sight of some of our lofty marks.
At noon we observed within one mile of the eastern-
most of three low islands, nine being then in sight :
these were “ Los Crespos.” By sunset we had
reached the seventh, and tacked off shore for the
night. The wind being light and variable ; we an-
chored between them in thirteen fathoms. Here 1

a 2
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determined to remain, in order t@fix their position,
until noon, when we again moved fwesterly.

We were" visited by great numbers of natives in
canoes from thége islands, and so far from displaying.
fear or distrust, fhey were very anxious to persuade me
to land. Had calm prevailed, I most certainly
should have done so. The natives were decidedly
superior to, and entirely different from, those of the
Britannia group. The hair was worn loose, and in
ringlets, some having the minute tails of Tanna.

Each canoe was laden with bows, arrows, cocoa-
nuts, and plantains ; and several plates of tortoiseshell,
which they freely exchanged for bits of iron hoop,
beads, &c. ; but some large blu¢ China beads, which.
I had, were singly worth gnything offered in the
market. One small blue betrd was fixed as the price
of a cocoa-nut. The canoes differ much from any
we have noticed on this "coast,. They are neatly

built, and short, and seldomi contained more than
three persons. The people were good-humoured,
docile, and honest. Many birds of paradise, but
tarnished, were worn as ornaments ; but not brought
for barter. Tortoiseshell was sufficiently abundant
to be worth trading for; the plates good, and the
demand about six inches of rusty useless hoop, for
each plate. No females were seen.

About noon the breeze favoured us, and having
procured about three hundred cocoa-nuts, and sup-
plies of bananas, &c., and also pretty well filled the
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ship with ornaments, bows, arrows, &e., we weighed,
and proceeded for Arimoa, then in sight to /the
N.N. E. |

From our dealings with these people, who \\'ore
probably inhabitants of the neighbouring low
islands, we have every reason to believe them
friendly and well-disposed. They were evidently
in fear, as the slightest noise would instantly cause
them to paddle off in alarm. But no dispute oc-
curred in their dealings; they were always well
satisfied and good humoured, and invited us to
land. Several cases of disease (apparently leprosy)
were noticed, and many have lost noses, and have
their features otherwise much disfigured.

They chew the betel, with chunam ; smoke their
native tobacco, and wear as ornaments the tusks of
the wild boar. The septum of the nose is per-
forated, through which I noticed (and purchased) a
bamboo ornament above one and a half inches in
diameter. The lobes of the ears were similarly dis-
tended to two inches. They are expert divers,
frequently catching things which fell overboard,
(even beads,) and manage their canoes with great
dexterity. A small canoe which I purchased was
very neatly ornamented by carved figures at each
end. The sail is an oblong mat, very similar to
that in use throughout these seas—probably Malay.
Their bows are very plain, and made of the outer
part of the bamboo ; the arrows from a reed, about




86 NATIVES ALARMED. [1840.

184
six feet in length, and ornamented by burning with p
e N : rom
a hot iron instrument. The string is also of rattan. I
. 2 ess
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From the natives we learned that they acknow-
ledge the names on the charts, with the addition of
the syllable 00, as Arimoa-too, Insu-too, Moa-too,
with a perceptible division of the oo, as if it im-
plied island.

The articles obtained from these people differed i
with greal
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from those of our Yamna friends, their bows being

less finished, and arrows not so long. It appears
that each tribe preserves an established length of
this missile.

As our distance from their village enabled us to
see their huts and inhabitants very distinctly, by aid
of our telescopes, we were able to make out that
their houses are constructed similarly to those de-
scribed as customary amongst the natives of New
Guinea, viz. the huts are constructed on platforms

“elevated on piles about ten or fifteen feet above the

ground. A thatched pitched roof rises direct from,
and overlaps, the platform, (similar to the attic of our
pitched-roofed houses.) It is closed at the ends by
a windew, used also for the door, about three feet
square. The ascent is by a ladder or notched post
laid slanting to the window.

The features and structure of this race differed
from those of Yamna. They are more athletic,
appear to possess more determination, as well as
craftiness, and, probably from the fear of firearms,
have had reason to repent some aggressions on a
former visitor, or, equally probable, have been made
to feel the blessings of communicating with white
men who wished to drive their bargains vi et armis.
We had no reason to wish for closer acquaintance
by admitting them on board, and had this been
permitted then it would certainly have been attended
with great caution. They appeared as much afraid
of a telescope as of fircarms.




88 HABITATIONS: (1840

As their women and children were plentifut on
the beach, they could have little idea of hostility ;
and from this circumstance, I am inclined to sus-
pect them the injured instead of the aggressing
party.

We were- afforded an opportunity of observing
that the females are clothed similarly to those in the
neighbouring islands, viz. by a matted fringe from
the hips to the knees.

Finding our neighbours still disposed to keep
aloof, we warped to the edge of the reef, and with
a light air cleared the island during the night; but
anchored a short distance to the westward, 'wherv
we remained until after noon the day follo\\'hlg, in
order to effectually fix the position of the island.
Our anchorage was in eleven fathoms, mud, twelve
miles at least from the nearest land.

From the point off which these islands dre situated
the coast appears to undergo an immediate change
to a low swampy mangrove archipelago; the nu-
merous gaps being either the channels between
them, or the mouths of large streams. The fact of
many being islands was fully proved by observation,
at their termination in the great northern gulf. I
have little doubt also that large cstuaries or rivers
contribute to form the great mud ilat which extends
to such a distance from the land, as very strong
currents were experienced, :uld many floating
masses torn from the land (containing whole palm-

trees) indicated more than mere tidal action.

—~~
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On the afternoon of the 6th of August we moved
with a light air and current from the eastward; and
the water continuing to decrease, hauled off, until
we reached fifteen fathoms. Much to our astonish-
ment, several strange sail were reported, and they
rapidly increased to a fleet, as we imagined, of canoes.

Having, however, directed our course towards the
nearest, we grazed it sufficiently to sweep our
copper well, as it proved a large peat island, with a
palm bush.

Several sea-snakes were observed, differing from
those generally noticed, and one taken in the trawl
was preserved. A rare nondescript shell also taken.

The openings in the coast became more numerous,

and left little doubt that our pigmy fleet resulted
from the islands abreast of us. The depth at eight or
nine miles from the land being only nine fathoms,
prevented our making any close examination of the
coast, and at dark we dropped anchor for the night.

In the morning we resumed our course, and
succeeded in detdching several of the western group
of islands, which at length showed us a passage be-
tween the westernmost,-and what we assumed* to be
the island of Jobie on the charts.

Through this channel a strong tide set against us,
compelling us again to drop anchor. Many canoes
came off from the low islands near us, on which we
could discern several villages, the houses, however, ex-
hibiting red roofs, which, from the material employed

* Assumed, nothing like the chart.
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for the construction of their buckets, I suspect to
be the palm-sheath, of which several neat little
buckets, which we obtained, were constructed.

The natives of these\islands were superior in fea-
tures, cleanliness, &c., to any who had yet visited
us. Their canoes were better finished, their wea-
pons more numerous, and the numbers in each
occasionally amounted to eighteen. They were
furnished with double outriggers, and set their
mat sail, sheer fashion, on a tripod, serving for stay
as well as rigging : masts, therefore, they had not.

Their arrows were invariably three feet in length, as
if by law. The bows were rough, but strong and
serviceable. They were not intimidated by firearms,
excepting the first single canoe which visited us, pro-
bably to report. They even came on board by
the quarters without - invitation, although they
could not be persuaded to come alongside to traf-
fic. This evinced some little knowledge of war
tactics. We noticed that in their approach they
observed. a very ceremonious distance and pace
in passing the broadside, but on completing the
circuit as far as the quarter, pulled up for the stern.
They were evidently aware of the use of the ports,
as well as the destructive engines concealed within,
and that the quarter was the weakest point.

n their traffic they evinced more than usual
knowledge of useful articles, and plainly intimated
that kndves or cloth must be the trading medium.
We obtained but little from them in return, but
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bows, arrows, a few birds of paradise, and ba-
nanas.

The head costume differs from those previously

seen. The hair is well combed, and drawn through
ornamented tubes of bamboo, about one inch
and a half in diameter by four in length. In one
instance a very fine well-featured lad, apparently a
dandy in his way, had five of these ornaments,
although they were seldom observed with more
than two. A peculiar comb, like a toasting fork,
having a pendant at its extremity, is stuck in the
coronal tuft, and projects in front about two feet,
standing, when the body and head is erect, about
ten inches above the line of the eyebrows.
They were apparently under control of a chief
| who was present, though we could not ascertain
which was he. They were very good-tempered,
. and anxious that we should visit their towns. In
build, manners, &ec., they were of a superior cast;
i the features of some of them, particularly those
from eighteen to twenty-five, being remarkably
handsome, and of a light copper colour. The elders
were fine healthy pleasant featured and vigorous
men. Apparently, they were above cunning; and
were quite independent in their manner. They
have evidently been accustomed to visits from
‘uropeans; as they displayed iron, steel,.and cloths,
and perfectly comprehended that our colours were
English.

About two o’clock, the tide having changed, and
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brought a breeze from S.E., we weighed, and steered
through the passage between the western low island
and Jobie, the water deepening as we entered the
channel (which is about three miles wide) to thirty-
six fathoms.

Having hauled to the westward for the night, we
were visited by heavy rain, thunder, and lightning,
which lasted until daylight, when ] transferred my-
self to the Starling, in order to seek for convenient
anchorage, as well as a good position for rating the
chronometers.

Fortunately we picked up a very snug berth, in
time to save our observations, and fixed upon a
detached limestone clump, half a mile from the
main island, completely adapted for our magnetic
observations. The ship anchored within hail, in
nineteen fathoms, tough clay.

The size and detached position of our rock pre-
vented the chance of molestation from visitors, as
not more than ourselves and instruments could find
footing. .

The natives came off to the vicinity of our posi-
tion, but giving them to understand that we could
not have any communication with them, they quietly
retired to the nearest beach, apparéntly awaiting
our pleasure. At sunset, finding that we still re-
mained in the same mood, they retired.

The canoes of this party, which I shall term
“state canoes,” and which were probably only in-
tended for the inner waters, differed essentially
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from those seen the day before. These were of two

kinds, one interfled for extensive fishing, and with
trifling ornament ; the other entirely state, and gor-
geously ornamented in sculpture at the stern, which
was further decorated by plumes of birdgs of paradise.
This latter had a kind of frame work, which could
be immediately converted into a house, by mats there
in readiness, and I am inclined to believe they
generally sleep in them iw preference to landing.

We landed on the day following at the beach,
where they had remained, and examined the woods
in the immediate neighbourhood. We noticed
several very poduliar piles of earth and leaves re-
sembling tumuli, but were unable to trace their
purpose.

Having completed our suite of observations, I
determined, during our delay for rating the chrono-
meters, to take advantage of the interval to correct
this almost unknown region, and with our reduced
force, we commenced the survey.

In the progress of this duty, which lasted about
a week, and extended over eighty miles of longitude,
we found the island which the natives pronounce
Jobie, cut into deep creeks, and at twenty miles

west of our rating position, formed into numerous

harbours by a very extensive archipelago. In the
interior, bays were observed, and several very large
towns built on 'pos;s)as before described, but much
higher, and appé'ently so combined as to present

a formidable defence to an attacking party. Many
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of the il‘l‘terior spots were cultivated, and the plan-
tains and other trees we observed, showed them
to be well supplied. Owing to their being warned
off by a musket fired over them to prevent their
stealing our marks, we had little or no communica-
tion wigh them, although several which visited the
Starling at one of the out positions, gave them to
understand that hogs, fruit, and the /potatoe yam
(of the Feejees) were abundant.

Amongst the feathered tribe a very trifling addi-
tion was made to our collection, probably owing
to our not having sufficient leisure to penetrate into
the interior, but a very beautiful cream-coloured
pigeon,* was very abundant. A very curious spe-
cies of abat or flying fox, parroquets, &ec., were in-
numerable, but difficult to obtain, as they main-
tained their perch on the loftiest trees, mearly on
the summits of the island.

Amongst the trees, several kinds of nutmeg were
found, and these appear to abound on the main
island, if we may judge from the roosting places of
the pigeons, the ground beneath which was literally
covered with the nuts which they had voided, as
they merely feed on the outer fleshy covering. All
the islands are thickly wooded, and afford excellent
fuel. The Tamanu, ebony, and other hard cabinet
woods, were noticed; the lance wood of the South
Seas (Casuarina equisetifolia) we cut for firewood,

handspikes, and many useful purposes.

* Phe nutmeg pigeon.
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The reefs which generally belt these islands are
well stocked with a great variety of shell-fish, some
well worthy the attention of the naturalist.

During our detention in this region, scarcely a
day passed without a copious fall of rain, at times
almost a deluge. The daily breezes were irregular,
frequently from the south-west ; and the scud aloft
generally travelled from that point.

On the 16th August, having completed the rating
of our chronometers, we recommenced our voyage,
but were again teazed by our old enemies, calms,
variables, and rain, which prevented our making
more than twenty or thirty miles a-day. I fully
expected that on clearing the high lands of Jobie,
the customary trades, or sea-breezes, might reach
us. Inthis we were disappointed, until passing what
we took to be the island of Bultige.

On the 21lst we arrived at the termination of
this group, forming a complete cluster of twenty-two
small islets, rising from the same rocky flat, and pro-
bably at spring-tides nearly dry. Asthe Starling lost
the breeze before reaching the passage, I deter-
mined on attempting a final suite of observations
at these islands, but after landing and waiting a consi-
derable time, rain entirely frustrated our endeavours.

It is a curious fact, that from the time of passing
Yamna, until the present, not the slightest swell
has been perceptible, the ripples on the weather
sides of reefs not even endangéring the bottoms of our
light boats: a perfect still water has prevailed.
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On the 22nd, we passed on the eastern side of
Long Island_of Maclure, our position by latitude
and bearing of Mysory proving his survey relatively
correct, but about thirty miles of longitude in
error. Several deep indentations presented them-
selves in Long Island, and I have little doubt but
good harbours would be found within; bit no traces
of inhabitants were discernible, although Maclure
places a village where we must have noticed it, had
it at present existed. It is probably deserted.

On the morning of 23rd the mainland of New
Guinea was ahead, and with a light breeze we
shaped our course for “ the Beehive,” then in sight,
hoping to reach Goelvinks Bay before sunset; but
with such imperfect charts, this could only be at a
guess. '

At noon, our longitude placed us exactly at its
entrance, but it was evident from our distance from
the Beehive, that it was still at least twenty miles
further to the westward. ;

About four o'clock, we passed its probable situa-
tion, but as no convenient opening presented, and
nothing which I could at all assimilate to the de-
seription of Goelvinks Bay, I passed on, hoping to
meet with some favourable position. In this I was
entirely disappointed, and therefore made up my
mind to terminate my observations on this coast
at’ the island of Amsterdam, its position having
already been determined by chronometers from Point
Pigot, as well as Amboyna.
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The features of New Guinea now resumed their
bold outline, which failed about Yamna ; and “ Trees
Cape,” (which certainly deserves a better name, and
was mistaken for Cape Good Hope,) was passed
on the evening of the 24th.

We then found that another low cape showed on
the same bearing, which being more westerly, could
be no other\than Cape Good Hope.

During our run along the last forty miles of coast,
and not more than two miles from the shore, but
three villages were noticed, and no disposition
evinced to put off in their canoes. Indeed, but
one or two natives were observed, the remainder,
probably from fear, or employment, being absent
in the mountains, from whence many columns of

smoke were observed to issue.

On the morning of the 23rd, we had neared
the islands of Amsterdam and Middleburg, suffi-
ciently to proceed in the boats, the wind having
nearly failed. We first directed our course towards
the northern sandy point of Amsterdam, but on
nearing it, found it to be dead low water, with
a heavy surf setting on a rocky barrier, which pre-
vented access. Contrary, however, to the descrip-
tion, we found the soundings regular, as the bottom
could be plainly tmced from a cable’s length from
the breakers.

On rounding the eastern end by the channel
between the islands, we found safe and convenient

landing on a clear sandy beach, within the eastern
VOL. 1L
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point of Amsterdam. The channel between the
islands is safe, and instead of seventeen or eighteen
Seet, read seventeen or eighteen fathoms.

After completing a suite of magnetic as well as
astronomical observations, and surveying the two
islands, we bore up at sunset for Point Pigot, the
evening terminating with thunder, lightning, and
rain.

We have observed, that in the mornings before
sunrise all thd outlines of the mountains and dis-
tant land are beautifully distinct and free from
haze. As the sun rises, vapour is generated, and
they become less distinet. By nine o’clock clouds
form over the mountainous peaks, and shortly cap
them ; thunder (which, by-the-bye, is almost in-
cessant) is distinctly heard. By four o'clock the
clouds have accumulated into a dense black mass;
and from this time until eight .M., they pour down
their contents at intervals, with unsparing volume.
About eight the clouds suddenly disperse, and the
spangled arch is free even from scud.

It is also a curious fact, that before the clouds
exhibit any apparent discharge of rain, small white
vapours resembling steam-clouds arise from the
valleys and woods, and mingle with the black mass
gathering above them, becoming more dense, and
increasing in rapidity, as they approach near the
clouds. ‘

This, doubtless, results from the sudden conden-
sation of the vapour arising from the earth, pre-
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viously heated by the sun’s rays. Yet this latter
phenomenon is more frequently observed, and in
greater volume, after long continued rain, at the
moment-of clearing off, although no sun is visible.
At New Ireland it was perpetual, and resembled
smoke issuing from the forests.

In these regions one may -therefore calculate on
a sound drenching once every twenty-four hours, if
Avithin twenty miles of high land.

Nothing of interest occurred at these islands.
They are mere coral patches, having about ten feet
soil above the sea level, and are well clothed with
tall trees, similar to the main island. The natives
came off in their canoes to the Starling, and one
uncouth Noah's ark went off to the ship,.but did not
communicate.

Iri the account of these islands, they are described
as two low flat islands surrounded by a reef, and
about two or two and a half leagues from the coast ;
the reef projecting from Amsterdam, “ steep to,”
having fifty ‘fathoms near, and four or five feet on

. it in some places.

From our examination it will appear that these
islands are distinctly separate, the depth between
them ranging gradually from five to thirty-five
fathoms mid channel ; that the soundings approach-
ing them are regular froth one hundred fathoms from
the reef; and that in a south-east direction from
the eastern sandy point of Amsterdam, good tough
holding ground, in mud, may be found from twenty

H 2
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to thirty fathoms. The Starling anchored in twcﬁty-
eight fathoms mud, 2,7 miles from the po}lnt.

The inner point of Middleburg is more than
two miles from the coast.

Wood for fuel is plentiful, and tamanu of large
size overhangs the water.

On the morning of the 26th, we found ourselves at
» the mouth of Dampier’s Strait, but the breeze prov-
ing" light, did not succeed in getting abreast of
Point Pigot before eight in the evening. Our noon
position showed the charts to be defective, the
whole eastern side of Waygiou forming a deep
and extensive bay, and our latitude being much to
the southward of Point Pigot, although its island
bore to the southward of west from us. With
respect to the current also, we were much disap-
pointed, not having experienced its action during
the whole day.

We noticed an extensive line of sand banks
between Point Pigot and the south-eastern point
of Waygiou, which, although of interest to the sur-
veyor, are too close in to cause uneasiness to the
navigator. A

About eight p.M., we took a fine breeze from
S. S. E.,, which helped us for a few hours, carry-
ing us- past the-islands off Cape Pigot. At four in
the morning we found ourselves close to two low
islands, and as I conjectured them to be the “ Foul
Islands,” the ship was tacked until daylight, when
my suspicions were confirmed. We had no sound-
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' ings, with one hundred futl‘loms, but could hear the
surf sound very distinetly. The line of current was
now very distinctly apparent on the surface, and
with a light air from south-east, “we edged over for
Pigeon Island, for the purpose of fixing one decided
position in this strait, as well as to obtain the exact
time of high water; this being the change of thé
moon. The stream anchor was dropped, and means
taken to avail ourselves of every advantage during
our necessary delay.

Our observations having been completed, and a
rough survey made, we embarked about three, when
the anchor was weighed, but the flood-tide having
made too strong for the breeze, compelled us to ,
anchor again until slack water. . /

Our bbservations disagree very materially with the
charts.  The relative position of the islands is also
very erroneous, our rough survey having narrowed
the channel several miles.

Pigeon Island is a mere strip of land, surrounded
by a coral ledge. Landing is easily effected at half-
tide, oh the S.W. point: but at low water, springs,
the waterline shows a steep coral belt, having some
inches water within, over sand and coral, for a cable’s
length. :

; The island is pretty well wooded, the whole of the

S.W.point alluded toabounds with the Casuarina equi-

setifolia, or Ito of Sandwich Islands, Tahiti, &e., or

commonly termed “iron-wood.” It is difficult to
cut when of large growth, and dry; but in its green
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state not more so than other hard woods., It forms
excellent fuel, and does not ferment in the hold, an
evil to be cautiously avoided in tropical regions: I
strongly suspect the mangrove, and I placed great
faith in keeping my ship clear from fever on the
coast of Africa, by never admitting green wood, or
that with the bark moist.

We found it low water precisely at noon, and
from the rapidity with which the tide flowed, as well
as the current slackening off, I presume that it was
high water about six ». M. At ten the breeze en-
abled us to weigh, and after our usual dose of rain,
and et ceteras, we cleared the straits in the morning.

During our detention we were visited by several
canoes, and one state canoe, having on board a per-
son styling himself Captain of Gibbie, probably the
island of Geby, or Ghibi, of the charts. He was
well attired in oriental costume, spoke English tole-
rably, and informed us that in one moon, many ships

of several nations would visit his island. He was
very anxious that the ship should proceed there, where
she would obtain supplies of vegetables and fruit.

During my conversation with this individual, I was
rather surprised to hear him designate his people
Papoos, and upon my questioning him whether they
belonged to New Gninea, he explained that the lower

order of Ghibi, Bédttdnta, and others, were designated
Papoos, but which had no connexion with the “ Great
Island” of New Guinea. I have since been informed
that they are of the same race.
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The vessel in which this person came was one of
the regularly duwilt prahus, or prau, (not a canoe,)
but furnished with outriggers, and stages for those
working the oars. She carried banners, and assumed
some little state. Her stem was precisely in the
Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian style—rising high,
with a nob. We had some difficulty, at first, in
dealing with this person, who was either unwilling to
trade, or waiting for a present. We succeeded in
obtaining several very handsome lories alive, and a few
birds of paradise, mats, &c. He did not consider the
fine season as set in until next moon. His “fine sea-~
son” probably reckoned by the number of whale-ships
and visitors who take this route in the S.W. monsoon.

A fine breeze led us up to the island of Pulo Popa,
which we cleared after a short tack. The Full and
Change, hitherto, has been attended with rain and
unsettled weather at this season, which the last
twenty-four hours has fully corroborated.

On the morning of the 28th August, as the rain
cleared off, we found ourselves close off the coast of
Céram. Nothing couldsurpassthe beauty of the scenery,
and now, for the first time for many months, we beheld
clear spots of park land, studded with a moderate
proportion of trees. Of late nothing but the sombre
sameness of dingy forest had met the eye, and grada-
tion of shade, betwix}‘,\hill and ravine, afforded the
only variation in the landscape. Here we had not
only the varied yellow, brown, or green, of the clear
lands or meadows, but every other forest tint; above
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which beetling peaks, with their white weather-worn
lines, occasionally peeped through the misty clouds,
which but a few hours since had entirely eclipsed
them, and shortly floated over their summits, merely
to add fresh spirit to the-scenery by their shadows.
There is something more than ordinarily interesting
in the rapid changes of scenery which the geaman
witnesses; point after point opening and diéplaying
bays, harbours, huts, natives, &c.

We had now, however, arrived within the range of
civilization, and the sight of a vessel was an occur-
rence too ordinary to cause any of the natives to visit
us in their canoes. Having reached within two
miles of the beach, we took the fresh trade, or pro-
bably sea—bree‘ze, which by sunset carried us well
clear of.the Island of Ceram, (pronounced Cég-rdm.)

As it was important to reach the nearest port, in
order to save the meridian distance, 1 determined
to stand on for Cajeli Bay, Bouro, and therefore
signalled the Starling “ to make the best of her way
to Amboina,” where she would prepare the governor
for my arrival, and remove the difficulty of obtaining
immediate observations.

At daylight we were well in with the island of
Bouro, but too far to the southward. Horsburgh’s
directions are mnot sufficiently explicit for finding
Cajeli Bay. He should have explained that “ Mother
and Daughter,” (the latter might have been omitted,
as only seen when well into the depth of the bay,)
are two very high conical hills inland, which from
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the sea appear as one. The eastern side is streaked
white, by reason of its bare rocks. It lies on the S.E.
side of the depth of Cajeli Bay, and is an excellent
mark for rounding the eastern head, from the S. E.
As long as its head can be seen above the trees at
the eastern point, the ship will be perfectly clear of
danger. The instant it begins to rise, after passing
the point, a course may be shaped for the north point,
which apparently shows as the left of an island on
the N.W. shore. When mid-channel, steer with
the town off the larboard cathead, until Mother bears
S. E.byS. Then steer south for the fort; shorten
sail about one mile from it, and anchor at the first
cast twenty-five, bottom mud, and good holding
ground.

The limit of danger, westerly, is the two eastern
turrets of thefortin line. Wefound soundings in every
part of the bay, both going in and coming out ; on the
latter occasion, it never exceeded fifty fathoms, until we
hauled up E.N.E. Entering, it ranged from sixty-
two, forty-two, and sixty, gravel. It frequently falls to
our fate to enter ports at night, and on this occasion
we did not reach our anchorage until three A.m., on
the 31st., in twenty-five fathoms. Fort south, Red
Island East.

I paid a visit to the “resident,” who was rather
surprised at a visit from a British man-of-war, with
out the customary notice from the governor of

the Moluccas. Indeed, he scarcely comprehended
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the difference between a ship of war and a mer-
chantman, and could not be made to comprehend

that our visit was merely to look at “Ais sun, moon,
and stars.”
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CHAPTER IV.

Amboina—Flattering reception by the governor—The rajahs—
Visit a cavern—Mode of travelling—Grotesque attendants—
Society—Fishing trammels —Chinese town—Garrison—Capa-
bilities and government of the island—Return to Bouro—
[Cajeli Bay examined—Passage to Celebes, Macassar— Fort-—
Situation of the Dutch—Solombo—Pulo Kumpal—Singapore
—Receive orders to proceed to China—Prosperous state of

Singapore — Palawan passage—Starling struck by lightning
—Manila—Transports with invalids—Indisposition of the au-
thorities towards them—Join the squadron at Chuenpee.




108 ANCHOR ‘AT AMBOINA. [ 1840,

CHAPTER 1V.

Asour four. o’clock on the 1st of September, hav-
ing completed our observations, we quitted Cajeli
Bay for Amboina. The current at ebb sets very
strong to the southward, so that, by keeping in the
strength of the stream during the night, we found
ourselves well to windward of the island of Amblau
by daylight.

At dawn on the 3rd, we were close off Noessaniva
Point, and, favoured with a light easterly breeze, we
soon rejoined the Starling, and found two Dutch
Company’s brigs at anchor within. We dropped
anchor close to the westernmost, in twenty fathoms.
[t is customary to run the stream cable to the
shore, in case of strong puffs off shore, and for this
purpose, heavy anchors are already laid down, to
which cables can be attached at low water,

Accompanied by my friend Kellett, I proceeded
immediately to call on the governor of the Moluc-
cas, Colonel de Stuers, who resides at a very de-
lightful spot about half a mile from the town. My
reception was highly flattering, and was immediately
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followed by permission to place my observatory
where I pleased, and the requisite orders were im-
mediately issued. After examining the governor’s
magnificent collection of shells, insects, and other
objects of natural history, we took our leave until
the dinner hour.

The position selected for our observations was on
the S.W. angle of the curtain of Fort. Victoria,
where a summer house, constructe(?)r;, taking tea
and smoking, very conveniently afforded shelter, with-
out the trouble of erecting tents. Occasionally the
passing of the natives jarred the ground slightly;
but whether by the order of his excellency, or a
proper consideration on the part of the officers, we
were entirely free from visitors during the progress
of our observations. Those not interested in or
comprehending such duties, cannot but feel that
we are unwelcome guests whilst we are thus en-
gaged. The inattention to questions, and the per-
fect abstraction necessary for a portion of time, must
appear almost as a slight on their intended courtesy.
Yet, if they could but comprehend the value we
attach to time, they would clearly feel the pro-
priety of allowing us to enjoy our hermitage.

At six the Governor sent his carriage for us, and
we repaired to his beautiful retirement, where we
were introduced to Madame de Stuers. Once more
we congratulated ourselves on regaining society,
from which, excepting a few short moments at Tepie,

Sitka, and Lima, we had been almost excluded since
1836.
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The governor and Madame both speak English
well, and were unremitting in their polite attentions.
They are both strongly imbued with the taste for
natural history, and appear to enjoy perfect happi-
ness, even in this distant region, by constant applica-
tion to rational pursuits. They have a fine healthy
and beautiful family, consisting of three boys and
three girls, the eldest boy being about ten years old.
Madame is the daughter of Genera /de Kock, now
minister of the interior in Holland, and formerly
governor-general at Java, where I believe madame
was born. It is, therefore, surprising that she does
not, according to the custom of India, give way to
the habit of consuming the greater part of the day in
the siesta, which I believe to be very enervating.
Activity appears to be their motto, and blooming
health results. N

On their passage hither in a steamer they were
wrecked upon the Turtle Islands, near Goonong
Apee, not more than a hundred and twenty miles
from their destination. There they experienced
great hardships, and probably would have perished,
had not oné of the boats reached Timor or Java,
and brought them assistance. Another boat fell
into the hands of the pirates, but the crew were
eventually recovered by ransom.

At the period of our visit the rajahs from the
neighbouring islands had assembled at Amboina, to
try their disputes, for which purpose the governor
presides in court twice in the year. The court is
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composed of the president, assisted by twent}-four
rajahs ; the cause is heard before them, and the
law explained, so that the award is nearly the act of
their own body. I was informed that it is a very
tedious operation to make them understand the
law, or be convinced (probably against their will) of
its infallibility. After the third day, on which the
business terminated, the governor, according to cus-
tom, gave the rajahs an entertainment, to which my
officers and self were invited. I fully expected to have
seen all the rajahs in splendid costumes, but the
greater part of them were dressed as Europeans, and
had nothing in particular to distinguish them from
the general residents: After dinner their healths
were drunk, and “success to their clove planta-
tions.” :

The governor was kind enough to make a party
the following morning to visit a cavern in the moun-
tains, as well as afford us a sample of the style in
which he travels in these regions. At six o’clock
his carriage conveyed us to his house, where a host
of natives with open palanquins were assembled.
During the delay of taking coffee, a band of seven
grotesquely dressed men, with swords and shields,
birds-head helmets, adorned with the feathers of
the cock, or birds of paradise, (very much in the
merry-andrew style observed at our fairs in Eng-
land,) danced to the sound of a drum and gong,
keeping excellent time, and imitating the attack and
defence of war parties; intimating that‘your ad-
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L

vance was opposed until their ceremony or mode of

salute was complete.

Having mounted our palanquins, to each of which
twelve bearers were appointed, the band and dancers,
preceded by two Dutch ensigns, led the way. Our
Jqurney lay over very slippery ground, it having
rained hard all the preceding night, and some of the
steeps were so very rugged, that one could with
difficulty keep his seat in the palanquin. Some of
the party got out and walked, an example which I
felt much inclined to follow, but as the governor
remained seated, I considered it etiquette to main-
tain my state, even at the risk of my bones.

At every hundred yards, or probably at such
intervals. as the leader of the band considered the
bearers out of wind, the dancing guard obstructed
our, progress until their fantastic ceremony was
0()n1.‘pl(*te.

We enjoyed several very beautiful prospects from
the heights, which prébably would have been still
more brilliant had the sun favoured us. But we
could well spare his presence, and. enjoyed the cool
fresh air resulting from the late showers infinitely
more than the steam heat which his rays would in-
evitably have produced. \

About half-past seven we reached the mouth of
the cavern, which the rajah of the district had
already prepared for our entry, by a range of stakes
forming steps down the first steep descent. The
depth was not great, nor from the nature of the
10
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soil was there much stalactitic concretion. Bats
were numerous, as well as crustaceous spiders, and
crickets of a curious kind. The swallows which
construct the nidi esculenti, or edible birds’ nests,
were here uninterrupted. I obtained one, however,
as a specimén, but it had but little of the glutinous
matter with which it is attached to the sides or roof
of the cavern. At the extremity of the cave we
found a marble tablet noting the visit of Captain
D’Urville, commanding the expedition of the Astro-
labe and Zelée, which was placed there by the fiscal
or chief magistrate.

Our return was much in the same st§l¢/; when, hav-
ing breakfasted at the governor’s, we returned to the
ship. In the evening we rejoined the governor’s
party at a ball, where we saw all the youth and beauty

of the colony, and waltzing and quadrilles were main-

tained with great spirit until a late hour. With the

exception of four or five, all the young ladies were
born of native mothers, or of native extraction, in
the colony. Of the whole collection not an or-
dinary face was visible ; all were pretty, several very
handsome.

The attentions of our kind host and hostess were
unremitting. Indeed, from the moment of arrival
until ‘we took our final leave, hardly an hour elapsed
without increasing our debt of gratitude. All our
establishment have felt the kindness of our warm-

/, h/i:lrte(l friends at Amboina, and I am satisfied will

VOL. II. I
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not easily forget them. Deprived of society for
such a period, it has been to us quite a paradise.

The roads in the neighbourhood of the town are
in admirable order, and afford several very pleasant
rides. I accompanied the governor to examine one
of their fishing trammels at his seg-side cottage,
which is situated about two miles from the fort.
The manner of construction is ingenious. Stakes
are driven into the ground in the figure of a broad
arrow, the barbs incurved to half their length.

The apex is formed similar to a mouse-trap. This
is surmounted by three others; that outside being
the preserve. All the barbs are fitted with hinges, by
which the angular aperture can be closed at the plea-
sure of the person on watch, who generally lives on the
stage in “Jack-straw’s house.” The outer preserve
is generally in three fathoms water, and the upper
frame-work weighted with stones to prevent its
rising. All the walls are evén, constructed of slight
bamboo, with half-inch openings.

To take the fish, the outer doors are all secured ;
a diver ‘descends with a landing net, and first
frightens the fish from the bottom. Then looking
upwards, as his buoyancy causes him to ascend
easily, he dexterously uses his net to take.those at
the surface, which are completely bewildered.

The horses in use here are small, but well-limbed,
and very strong. The governor was kind emough
to send his carriage for us on all occasions; and
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although the little animals were not taller than
Scotch ponies, they carried four inside and three
servants outside at a rapid rate.

The town of Amboina contains a large number of
Chinese, who reside principally in the western quar-
ter, where a very large and well stocked market
furnishes most of the luxuries as well as the neces-
saries of this climate. The race, however, do not

appear to maintain the high character they have for
industry in other parts of the world; possibly the
laws restrain them from indulging in such specula-
tions as they would prefer. I was rather disap-
pointed, therefore, in not finding their shops well
stored, forgetting their limited communication with
their own capntry.

Amboina is garrisoned by companies, partly Dutch
partly Malay, commanded by a lieutenant-colonel,
who keeps them actively drilled every‘morning at
six, and frequently in the evenings. Their appear-
ance speaks for their health. In the evening the officers
amuse themselves at the club with billiards, cards,
&c. They are required to serve a certain number
of years before they are entitled to _a pension, and

o officer is permitted to marry, unless he can give
security that himself and his intended possess enough
to maintain them respectably.

The brig of war mounts twenty thirty—twb pounders,
upon verysmall tonnage, butappears to bekept in very
creditable kelter. The European part of her crew
are preserved from undue exposure by part comple-
12
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ment of Malays, who perform wooding, watering,
and other heavy duties, similar to our Krou-men on
the coast of Africa. Our officers received much
attention from the army and navy; indeed, from the
governor downwards we were to all deeply indebted.

The governor having accepted an invitation to a
second breakfast, accompanied me in my gig, in full
uniform ; the Starling having been ordered to hoist
the Duteh national colours, fired the necessary salutes
to the flag, as well as personal salute. His own
state barge, however, was in waiting, a splendid kind
of “city barge,” manned by Malays, and decorated
with three large Dutch ensigns. The lieutenant-
colonel, chief magistrate, suite, &c., came off in
her.

Owing to the tie of observations, chronometers,
&c., I was unable to spare time to visit the clove
gardens, or make any protracted excursion into the

_ country, which was several times proposed by my kind

friend, the governor. The nutmeg trees are very com-
mon,and produceabundantly, but thefruit is inferiorto
that of Banda, not yielding the same quantity of oil,
which in the Chinese market is important. The
natives manufacture various ornamental articles, as
work-boxes, urns, prahus, &e., from the clove; and
the native-born young ladies occupy their leisure
hours in making fancy flowers from the feathers of
the numerous parroquets, lories, and other gaudy-
plumaged birds with which these islands abound.

Amboina, although not yielding plentifully from its
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1840.] NECK OF LAND. ‘1 17

own harboury is the nucleus where the shells from
the Moluccas are usnally assembled, and where they
generally find a good market. The islands of
(Géram and Goram appear to contribute not only
luf'gely, but’ivalso the greater number of rare shells.
The island ,of Amboina itself presents one of na-
ture’s freaks, being almost divided at its northern
end. At one period the Dutch attempted to cut a
passage through, and in part succeeded. This has
been partially filled up, although I am given to
understand that at present the large prahus are
floated and carried across, so as to prevent the
necessity .of going out by Noessaniva, when bound
to Ceram.
The Dutch maintain their sway over the island of
Ceram ; have forts established on it; and by the
ceremony before alluded to, viz. the biennial visit to
decide their legal differences before the governor at
Amboina, the natives distinctly acknowledge their su-
premacy. Gillolo, Ternate, and Tidore, are subject to
the Sultan of Tidore, who, I am given to understand,
is in turn, either subject to, or under more than close
alliance with, the Dutch government. All these
islands, including the Banda group, Manada, (on
Celebes,) Mindanao, Oby Major, and a few settle-
ments on the shores of New Guinea, are under the
authority and surveillance of the governor of the
Molluccas, who usually makes his annual tour of
inspection, when I understand he is well received.
Indeed, we ourselves witnessed the attachment ex-

pressed by those assembled here.




118 SAGO TREE. [ 1840,

According to custom in all semi-civilized nations,
wherever food is spontancously produced, there is
but little disposition to labour. The sago-tree,
which at Amboina, Bouro, Ceram, and adjacent
islands, grows must luxuriantly and attains a large
size, (eighteen inches diameter,) is calculated to sub-
sist a family for one month, or even six weeks. The
tree being felled, is secured in a horizontal position,
and an opening being cut on its upper surface, the
centre, which is about eight-tenths of the ecapacity,
is scooped out as required.

Plantattons, gardens, &e., flourish ; and nothing
but the desire of gain, or of being in a condition to
assume the European garb, can excite the natives to
labour. The cultivation of the patches awarded by
goverpment is kept up by a kind of tax on tenure,
and these are guaranteed by responsible rajahs.

Amongst the many presents constantly arriving
from my kind friend, I cannot omit to mention that
important addition to our zoological collection, the
Babyroussa hog; which, from its docility and hav-
ing been reared from young, promised m)\m ‘Eng-
land safe ; unless indeed poisoned by eating anything
that fell in his way amongst his epicurean re-
searches. Six lories, and as many marine’s showlder
and cap scales, (of brass,) did not in the least impede
digestion. He eventually reached England, and I
believe is now Aappy in the Zoological Gardens.

Having completed our necessary refit, &c., wo
took leavé)of our kind friends at Amboina on the
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13th of September, and directed our course for
Bouro, to take a fresh dvpnrturn,‘\(w well as obtain a
» sea-rate for our chronometers from our absolute
meridian. I was anxious also to examine the dan-
gers of Cajeli Bay, and either dispel them, or put
them into some tangible form on paper.
On the night following (about two A. m.) I an-
chored in the bay, much to the surprise of our
Dutch friend “|the redident,” (a clerk,) who I believe
thought us little better than mad. During the in-
terval occupied in obtaining our necessary observa-
tions, a fair survey of the 'im.y was completed, cer-
tainly outlining the important danger line, to vessels
wishing to visit the bay. On the 16th we quitted
Cajeli Bay, and hauled to the southward, in prefer-
ence to risking the calms which generally prevail at
this season on the northern or lee side of Bouro.*
Bouro, or Cajeli Bay, possesses great advantages
over Amboina, as regards supplies of poultry, eggs,
water, and wood. The harbour also is snug and
safe, sheltered from the monsoons, and less troubled
with the diurnal rains of Amboina, consequently
better adapted for casual refit, as well as astronomical
observations. As regards natural history also, it af-
fords a wider field, particularly in conchology. The
famed Babyroussa hog abounds on this island, al-
though very difficult to obtain. Deer are plentiful
in the irterior, and birds unknown to the Dutch
residents are frequently spoken of by the natives.

* Also spelt Boeroa.
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A great variety of very beautiful woods, adapted
for cabinet purposes, are also plentiful, including
perhaps the most valuable ebony of these seas.
I was informed, however, at Amboina, that the
ports of Ceram completely eclipse Cajeli Bay in
point of natural history, and the fancy woods gene-
rally.

The Cajeput oil, I believe, is principally obtained
from this island, and sent to Amboina. That ob-
tained here was superior to any offered for sale at
the latter.*

The morning after our departure from Bouro
found us well to the southward, aided by the pre-
vailing currents, now nearly at the springs. Our
hopes of a speedy passage were, however, baffled by
light airs; and dreading calms in the Boreton pas-
sage, 1 determined on hauling to the southward of
the group of Token Bessy, sighting Velthoen, and cor-
recting, if necessary,the positions of any of the islands.

On the 21st of September we passed Velthoens,
after having been somewhat puzzled at the islands
which surrounded us. Unfortunately the weather
was too hazy to test Velthoens, but the next day at
noon, satisfied me that some of them should take a
more northerly place on the chart. We passed
through very strong ripples and overfalls, but could
not obtain soundings.

From the 17th until the 20th, a heavy misty

* It has the faculty of rendering paper transparent or opaque
at pleasure.
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oppressive atmosphere surrounded us, preventing our
effecting any of the objects which I had contem-
plated on pursuing this course.

On the night of the 19th of September we had
the misfortune to lose our gunner (Mr. W. Holder)
from dysentery contracted at Tahiti, and which had
obstinately hung upon him since. He was -an old
shipmate of mine (as a boy) in 1819, was deservedly
a favourite with every one, and much regretted as«a
public loss.

Having cleated the Token Bessy group, a course
was steered to sight the Tiger Islands, situated to
S.E. of the island of Sdlayer. At noon on the 20th
of September we were within four miles of the
position assigned to the easternmost, and before
sunset had run over fwo more without the slightest
indication of land. They are therefore justly placed
“doubtful” on the charts. Had our position at
noon admitted of doubt, I might have been in-

clined to attribute something to current, but this

- was out of the question on the course steered, as we

reagched the mouth of Salayer Strait by daylight,
experiencing a north-westerly current. Indeed, at
dawn we found we had been literally driven through
the strait by the current, then setting west.

About eight on the 24th of September, we per-
ceived the Dutch colours flying on the fort at Boele
Comba, (on the southern coast of Celebes,) and as
this position might assist vessels in correcting their
longitudes, I despatched the Starling to secure its
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position, make a rough survey of the road, and
rejoin me at Macassar.

Pursuing our course westerly, we passed the Bay
of Bonthian, (celebrated for the unhandsome treat-
ment of poor Carteret,) rounded point Layken by
sunset, and shaping our course between Celebes and
the island of Tanakeke, passed through this strait
about eight o’clock, when we anchored for the
night in eighteen fathoms. On weighing at dawn,
we found we had far overshot our distance.

About ten o’clock we discerned a Dutch frigate,
and the forts and town of Macassar; but as the
plans supplied differed by exactly double their scales,
I deemed it prudent to incur expense rather than
risk her Majesty’s ship. I therefore made the
signal for a pilot, but as he was long in getting out,
we found ourselves within the harbour, and at an-
chor, before he reached us.

The frigate we found to be the Rotterdam, her
captain having immediately despatched one of his
officers with offers of assistance, and to pay the cus-
tomary compliments. The visit I returned without
delay, and accompanied her captain to pay my re-
spects to the governor. The customary ceremonies
over, and the necessary sanction obtained, our ob-
servatory was pitched nearly on the spot occupied
by the French expedition in the Astrolabe and Zelée.

From the imperfect state of the charts, I deemed
it necessary to make the most of our detention, by
resurveying the dangers, channels, &c., on the ap-

proach to this anchorage.
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On the day following I accepted an invitation to
a parting dinner given to the captain and officers of
the Rotterdam, which passed off pleasantly, by
dancing until midnight. Our labours having ter-
minated on the 30th, we took our departure on the
1st of October for Great Solombo and Singapore;
the Rotterdam having sailed on the 29th for Ba-
tavia.

The civilities offered to myself and officers at this
port left no weight of obligation. on our minds.
With the exception of the chief magistrate, who of-
fered me every assistance, I had no acquaintance.

The fort of Macassar stands on the S.W. angle
of the town, disconnected by a digch and high ram-
part, within the walls of which reside the military,
amounting in all to about three hundred, inclusive of
a squadron of cavalry.

The town, which is walled, is very regularly
built, extending about one quarter of a mile by half
a mile on its squares, and having three gates on its
southern face, which are closed at nine o’clock. The
Chinese appear to constitute the majority of the

population within the town; but the huts of the
natives extend considerably to the northward, and
appear to be very thickly inhabited. All the coast-
line displays a large proportion of population, and
the small islands also are not deficient in this
respect. They are probably fishermen. Indeed the
approaches from seaward afford very strong testi-
mony to the piscatory pursuits of the natives; their
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beacons, which were frequently found in sixteen and
seventeen fathoms, inducing a belief in shoal water,
and thus causing an alteration of our course to
thread them. The canoes are alsé yvery numerous.
Although the Dutch have so long held possession
of Macassar, their position does not appear free from
alarm, the natives not unfrequently giving them
cause for vigilance. We had frequent opportunities
of noticing the variety of castes, which generally
loitered about the observatory, in their passage
through the fort. In some instances, the higher

NATIVE OF BUGIS.

classes were very superior in figure, attitude, car-

- riage, and complexion. The lower orders, on the
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\contrary, are generally undersized, ill-looking, moody,
‘and might easily have been stirged into brutality.
Even the higher grades assumed a sulky, suspicious
air, which was anything but prepossessing, and they
appeared at all times ready for mischief. But I never
failed in making them throw off their ill-humour
when I wished to communicate. They were even
excessively polite in\their manner. /

None go unarmed; generally they carry the
kris, and those of rank are followed by an attendant
with a silver-mounted hunting-spear. Their costume
is Arabic, their religion Mahomedan. The port
appears to possess an extensive coasting trade, if
one may judge from the numerous large prahus at
anchor and on the move; but I am informed that
their exports will not cover the specie they require
for the purchase of European commodities.

The position of Macassar is reckoned particularly
salubrious. The atmosphere is very dry, and, unlike
any of the positions we have lately visited, we
found it entirely free from rain during our visit. I
am told that it seldom rains, and is very similar to
the climate of Lima. Nevertheless the horizon and
atmosphere on the mountains is very hazy. The
sea-breeze generally sets in regularly about ten
o'clock, commencing from the southward, and
veers to the westward before sunset, when it fails
and is succeeded about ten o'clock by a cool land-
breeze. The thermometer ranged during our visit
from 74° to 94°. Stock is plentiful and reasonable,

)
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as well as vegetables; but no table requisites or

wines are to be procured. Their prahus are peculiar.

FPRAHUS OF MACASSAR.

Quitting Macassar, our course was directed to
pass to the northward of the Northern Brother,
crossing the Tanakeke ledge, on which the chart
gives nothing less than nine fathoms. About eight
P. M., in heavy ripplings, we shoaled to four and a
half fathoms, when we tacked, and stood to the
eastward, anchoring in five fathoms. The current
set very strong to the W.N.W,, and the boats sent
to sound, reporting nothing under four, we again
tripped, and shortly deepened to thirteem fathoms,
By daylight this would have been.of little import-
ance, but the dangers of the region being almost
unknown, and heavy overfalls surrounding us, our
situation was anything but pleasant.

On the 3rd of October, we made the island of
Solombo, but were unable to reach our anchorage
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before dark. After rounding the S.W. angle, and
coming suddenly into eight fathoms, I hauled to the
southward, to determine the range of soundings, and
gradually edged in, letting go our anchor in ten fa-
thoms. Daylight showed that our usual good fortune
attended us, as had we stood on half a mile further,
we certainly would have been too near to be pleasant.

In the 'morning we succeeded in landing, to save
the astronomical observations for time, and having
obtained our suite of magnetic observations, I found
the officers, with their boat’s crews, engaged hunting
wild buffalo. The reports of muskets were fre-
quent, but, although one was badly wounded, our
sportsmen did not reward us by the sight of a car-
cass. Up a small valley near the southern point,
our men noticed a small fresh-water lake, appa-
rently staked, which would lead one to infer that
there were natives or sojourners concealed. How-
ever, we did not perceive even a trace of a footstep
on the sands, nor anything resembling habitations
or their ruins. The mysterious piles, indicating the
work of human beings, as noticed in every island
within the New Guinea range, were numerous.

The composition of the island appears to be vol-
canic, belted, as usual, by compact coral limestone,
through which the black amygdaloidal rocks pro-
trude. The island is well wooded, and has a
crowned elevation with two cones (about three
hundred feet above the sea level) near its southern
extremity. Landing is easily effected at high water,
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but not without wet feet or even wading, neater the ge
than half a mile from our place of a)servati(;n, at canic

low water. It is probable that better landing may needle

be found in the bay immediately within the south traces

point, but neither time nor duties admitted of de- Hay

termining this question, or even how far it might be survey

practicable to water. We were released by the bouri;u

flowing tide, just before sunset, and having com- Octobe

pleted our observations, weighed and pursued our group.

voyage, steering for the Mancap shoai&oﬂ' the south- Oth, w

west extremity of the island of Bomeoy hoping to 14th, n

be able to meet with some position for’ a magnetic 15th,

station in that neighbourhood. where, 1

On the morn'ing of the 7th of October, we anchor

, . rounded the shoals of Pulo Mancap, but being then Singape
in seven fathoms, and no island near, 1 determineh\ the 16t!

on running for Pulo Kumpal, (Rendezvous Island ;) tendant,

and with a favourable breeze reached the anchorage was exc

‘ within $1ié mile of the point selected for observing, occupati
: by noon. This is considerably nearer as well as me the 1
much safer anchorage than the charts admit. The precedec

Starling afterwards took up her position within one | From
eighth of a mile, but had rocky bottom. d this port
~No time was lost in selecting our position and most rem
landing our instruments, nor did the island offer any g To my s
inducement to expend time in making any very ‘ presentec
critical examination, beyond the composition of our : increased
immediate location, (as regarded magnetic disturb- v, me “}(pn
| ance,) which was found to be a mixture of contorted comryﬁn(
slaty and sandy schistus, traversed by veins of quartz, had been

VOL. 1l
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the general mass having apparently undergone vol-
canic action. It had not the slightest effect on the
needles, although the slaggy edges apparently offered
traces of iron.

Having completed our observations, and a simple
survey of the anchorage and outlines of the neigh-
bouring islands, we took our departure at sunset,
October 8th, shaping our course for the Carimata
group. Light variable winds prevailed. On the
Oth, we passed the southern Carimata. On the
14th, made Bintang, and about eight m M., on the
15th, passed to the northward of Pedro Branca,
where, the wind and tide proving adverse, we dropped
anchor until daylight, when we resumed our course for
Singapore, and reached that port about nine A. M. on
the 16th. Having been visited by the master at-
tendant, I called on the governor, Mr. Bonham, who
was excessively civil ; and as our observations and
occupations did not admit of disturbance, he allotted
me the recorder’s house, where Captain D’Urville had
preceded me.

From the utter improbability of our touching at
this port on our homeward voyage, I had not the
most remoteidea of meeting with despatches orletters.
To my surprise, however, several official letters were
presented to me; and this surprise was not a little
increased by one from their lordships, directing
me “Immediately to retrace my steps and join the
cnmn}iindor-in-chicf in China.”  Orders, it appeared,
had been transmitted to San Blas, via Mexico, di-
VOL. II K
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recting me to p;oceed direct to China, but having
quitted previous to their arrival, we had thus lost
the first-onset of active operations.

I hardly know whether I am safe in saying that
pleasure or disappointment prevailed. To those
reduced to their last shreds by a five years’ absence,
I presume that the hopes of home predominated.
However, for myself, I could not but feel the com-
pliment intended, and the importance of straining
every nerve to satisfy my patrons that, although late
in the field, I would do my best. This induced me
to put up with many inconveniences, in order to get
my ship to sea: but with all our exertions, caulking,
refitting. and\ provisioning, we did not succeed in
moving until daylight of the 23rd of October.

The botanical collector of seeds from Kew, con-
ceiving himself out of his sphere in.our prospective
cruize, requested permission to return to England
with his collection. Several invalids were also sent
away, whose consti : tions could not stand further
exposure, as also r Epicurean friend the Baby-
roussa hog.

The port of Singapore has been so frequently
described, that anything like a history of its march
would appear superfluous. Nevertheless, thus much
I think may be safbly advanced, that under its pre-
sent worthy and spirited governor, it is making rapid
strides in advancprflent as well as importance. The
buildings are all in princely style, and viewed from
the sea, will soon contest the title of the City of
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Palaces with its more wealthy predecessor. Those
who could at this moment view from the Governor’s
Hill what has been effected, and is now in progress,
from marsh to city, would really be astonished at
what wealth, perseverance, and bold design can effect.

On the northern side of the stream are situated
the private residences of the merchants’ (little pa-
laces) public offices, &c.,(behind which, on a mound
rising two hundred feet* above the sea, on a fine
airy commanding position, stands the dwelling of the
governor, as well as the signal station.

To the southward of the river all is commercial,
comprehending the warehouses and counting-houses
of the merchants, as well as the shops of the nu-
merous Chinese. All is activity, river and streets
alive with human beings, and the port, almost too
closely, thronged with vessels from every clime.

The nature of our duties, as well as the very
short period of sojourn, prevented our seeing much
of the residents. To the governor I feel that my
able coadjutor Kellett and myself are under consi-
derable obligation for his unremitted kindness during
our short stay, as well as his anxiety to further the
success of our operations. We had also the plea-
sure of becoming acquainted with Lieutenant Elliot
of the Madras Engineers, in charge of the Magnetic
Observatory, and were enabled to compare our instru-
ments with his splendid suite before moving to China.

Previous to our departure, the French frigate
Magicienne, Captain Roy, arrived from Brest and Cal-
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132 QUIT SINGAPORE. [1840.

cutta on her way to Manila and China. T had the
pleasure of paying him a visit on board his frigate,
and felt regret at so short an acquaintance, and the
impossibility, from want of time, to show him the
attention which, under other circumstances, I should
have been delighted to do.

A light breeze helped us but tardily towards
Piedra Branca, or white rock, which serves as the
beacon in those straits, and never did light breezes
weigh so heavily on us as at this moment. About
noon we discovered canvass evidently of our own
hue, and shortly after exchanged numbers with Her
Majesty’s brig Cruizer, Captain Giffard. Knowing
himeto be direct from the China fleet, our anxiety to
learn particulars was very strong. ‘He shortly came
on board, and although he had but little to commu-
nicate, that little was to the effect that nothing hos-
tile had yet taken place, and that we might yet
be in time to share in hostilities.

This served as a fresh spur to lose not a moment
in reaching the commander-in-chief. @~ We, there-

fore, took leave, and hastened on for China. Light

airs compelled us to anchor off Piedra Branca until
daylight, when we resumed our voyage.

I had already made up my mind, owig to the late-
ness of the season, to take the Palawan passage, and
it so happened that on reaching the offing, the pre-
vailing breezes left us no alternative. We were
much worried by heavy rains, squalls, variables, &c.,
preventing our obtaining the latitude ; and had we not
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fortunately passed close to Low Island, we should have
been much puzzled how to act. During a heavy
squall, a kind of whirlwind and whirlpool combin=d,
which barely cleared our flying jib-boom, passed
close under our lee without damage.

On the morning of the 28th of October we found
ourselves to the S.E. of the great Natuna, with fine
weather and light breeze from S.W., enabling us to
dry our feathers.

On the evening of the 29th, with breezes varying
from E.S.E. to W.S.W., we passed off the bank of
soundings, our last depth being in one hundred and
ten fathoms. On the night of Satjlrday, the 7th of
November, we experienced a very severe visit of
thunder, lightning, and rain. The' forked lightning
darted around us, and apparently inboard, with
awful explosions of thunder, fortunately without
wind. At ((nylight we found that the Starling had
her foremast, topmast, and topgallant mast shattered,
and three of her crew wounded by the electric fluid.

Every exertion was made to secure the foremast
by the assistance of our spars, and by noon she was
in a condition to limp along with us, until they tried
how much it would stand.

By Sunday, the 15th of November, we had only
reached the northern end of the island of Balabac.
On the 18th, we were off the Royal Captain Shoal ;
which by night is certainly most dangerous, particu-
larly if a vessel should unfortunately find it to the

S.W. with light winds. We tacked within one
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134 PASS GOAT ISLAND. [1840.

cable’s length of its S.W. extremity. It is not
more than one mile in diameter.

On the 19th we made Bombay Shoal, passing
within half a cable of its wéstern extreme; no bot-
tom with one hypdredaand fifty fathoms.

These patches are lagoon ledges, having about two
or three feet of water over them, with deep blue
water within. A few straggling coral blocks, not
exceeding three feet in height, are here and there
sprinkled over them.

Nothing particular occurred until the 27th, when
we experienced fresh breezes, with very sharp gusts
off the south end of Palawan, causing us to split
several sails. The southern end of the island ap-
peared either to form an archipelago, or to possess
several -very snug harbours. I am inclined to the
latter opinion, as I did not observe corresponding
openings on the northern sides of the headlands, and
our in-shore reaches kept us close in with the land
during the whole day.

On the 28th, we experienced a strong north-
easter, which gradually veering to S.E., enabled us to
round Goat Island, and shape our course for Manila.
Both the Star}ing and Sulphur shaved the surf line
of. this island #’ithout obtaining soundings ; therefore
the dangers réported to lie to the northward of this
island, are il;'C()rrectly stated.

At dawn the following morning, we had hoped tg
fetch into Manila, but baffling winds prevented us
until the day following from entering the horns of
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(

the bay. It was not until the mnrning of the 1st of
December that we reached our anchorage off the
town, in four and a half fathoms. The Starling had
anchored the preceding evening.

We found here the Danaide French corvette, com-
manded by Captain Rosamel, (son of the minister,)
and two English transports, having_on board part
of the troops from Chusan, sent here for the re-
covery of their health. They were under strict
quarantine, and in consequence of tlie massacre of
the English and foreign residents which took place
in 1824, (supposed to ‘originate in the infroduction”
of cholera;) the authorities could not be persuaded
to relax in their favour. Although, strictly, there
was not the least chance of injurious result by per-
mitting the officers to communicate with the shore for
their general comfort, still the government was appre-
hensive that the native population and creoles would
create some disturbance, or possibly insult the visitors.

After the visit of the captain of the port, whom
I found to be a very gentlemanly prepossessing
character, I accompanied him, together with Mr.
Strachan and Lieut. Kellett, to pay my respects
to the governor; who received us very kindly, and
invited us to dinner on the day following. From
thence we proceeded to the chief of the Hydrogra-
phic commission, and after entering into some con-
versation relative to their present operations in the
survey of these islands, returned to Mr. Strachan’s,
the merchant who ‘cun(luvts the consular duties
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here, and who at once made us at home, and in-
stalled us as part of his family during our stay.

In the evening we attended the ball, and were
introduced to the beauties of Manila. The evening
passed off agreeably. It is the custoih amongst the
merchants here to give a ball weekly, each in his
turn, which renders the society very pleasant. The
dinner hour is generally early; most people drive
out after sunset, and visits are paid in the evening.

Manila is situated on the mouth of a river, which
runs a considerable distance into the interior; its

branches, particularly in the northern or mercantile
town, forming a small archipelago. On the south

.ide, which is a complete walled fortification, the
governor, officials, and military reside. The Custom-
house, merchant’s houses, Chinese, &e., occupy. the
northern bank. The sides of the river are bounded
by stone walls, which are carried out in the mahuer
of canals, about six hundred yards to the seaward.
On the northern extremity stands the light-house,
and on"its opposite a guard-house. At all times
of tide the stream runs out, * but. the level is subject
to tidal rise as far as the first bridge, at-which
point the stream is -always fresh- enough to fill

water for shipping. Vessels of two hundred tons, of

more, are brought into this canal. They have a dredg-
ing vessel worked by steam, which is kept pretty con-
stantly emiployed. The Chinese chrry on trade
here to a considerable extent, but their abodes
render the town very shabby in appearance; in
fact, a sort of rag fair. The higher orders,” how-
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ever, reside in good houses, and their wares are only
to be viewed within. )

The party at the gov/eéor’s passed off very agree-
ably. He was particularly civi. On my urging
the necessity of deciding upomn. something relative
to our pent-up soldiers in the transports, he im-
mediatély entered into a very full and satisfactory
explanation of his reasons. .At the same time, to
show how very anxious he was to exert all the
authority that he possessed, he directed a new board
of health to proceed next morning, and allowed me
to accompany them, and satisfy myself of their
proceedings. Everything that could be done under
their laws, was conceded. The officers who wished
to land, were to undergo purification in a gun-bhoat
for forty-eight hours, and might then remain on
shore, but could not be permitted to pass to and

- fro; and in order to relieve them of any embarrass-

ment, I placed myself in quarantine, after taking
my final leave of the shore, by going on board to
commurticate the result of my negociations.,

But disappointed men are rarely grateful for any-
thing short of their desires. The indulgence and result
of my exertions were hardly considered worth thanks,
and I quitted them, sorry that I could do o better,
but with the gratification of reflecting that the duty
I had executed would be satisfactory to my com-
mander-in-chief, to whom the governor begged me
most expressly to say, that he would do all that his
power permitted, but that he was controlled by the
board of health.

1840. ] QUIT MANILA. - 137
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Having taken my leave, and stepped the Starling’s
foremast, with orders to réfoin me with all despatch
at Macao, I quitted Manila. I had heard that
it was the intention of our commander-in-chief to
commence hostilities on the 15th, therefore Aours
were of the greatest importance, and every exertion
was used td'beat up to Cape Bolinas, before stretch-
ing across the China Sea.

On the morning of the 13th, we passed within
a mile of the southern edge of the Pratas reef, on
which we noticed the wreck of a junk. The
weather proved thick; and was attended with fresh
breezes. We pushed on for Macao on the following
morning (14th) ; but, by an error in the steerage, found
we could not weather the northern Lemma, and there-
fore bore up, passing between them. About noon,
we reached the south-west point of* Lantao, and the
breeze failing anchored off the rock onits western side.

It was my intention to proceed direct to Macao,
but observing a pleasure-boat near us, we sent to
inquire for news. The intelligence altered our
plans. The admiral had resigned and gone home,
and Commodore Sir J. Gordon Bremer was in
command of the squadron, off Chuenpee; but the
most interesting portion was, that no action had
taken place. About sunset, the tide and breeze
being favourable, we moved upwards, but were
ugain“'ompolle(l to anchor off Fansyack. After
another tedious day, we sighted and anchored about
two miles from the squadron, and that evening I
paid my respects to the commodore.

Naval fc
cockty
for fo
—Twm
fortsg
Hong-
—ADb
Bocea
—Asc
bridge
session
Operat
and its



rling’s
ipatch

that
ief to
hours
artion
etch-

rithin
f, on
The
fresh
wing
ound
here-
100D,
1 the
side.
1¢a0,
t to
our
yume,
y in
the
had
Jeze
vere
fter
out
r I

1840,

CHAPTER V.

Naval force in the Canton river—The forts of Chuenpee and Ty-

cocktow attacked—Destruction of the war-junks—Preparations
for forcing the Bocea Tigris—A barber- surgeon made prisoner
—Turned to account—Operations suspended—The captured
fortsgiven up—Squadron descends the river—Take possession of
Hong-kong—Hostilities resumed—Return to the Bocea Tigris
—A battery constructed on South Wangtong—The forts of the
Boccea Tigris cannonaded and stormed—Cruelties of the Sepoys
—Ascend the river—Affair of the First Bar Fort—The Cam-
bridge burnt—Unmask a battery—A man killed—Take pos-
session of “ Howqua’s Folly”—Chinese charges for a gun—

Operations in the river, and before Canton—Another truce

and its remarkable terms—The Commodore goes to Calcutta.
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CHAPTER V.

NEITHER letters nor orders awaited us ; in fact, no-
thing was known about us; and (as some could not
keep their own counsel) we were viewed as little bet-
ter than interlopers. On this day they had expected
hostilities. = Had they taken place, we certainly
should have been in sight, but there our part
would have ended. We found, however, nothing
at present in contemplation, and for some time
we were kept on the tenter hooks of expecta
tion., Our time was not, however, passed in idle
ness, as we managed to carry on our immediate
survey up to the battery ranges, and otherwise make
ourselves acquainted with thqﬁuud. The Starling
rejoined us on the 23rd, DecefBier.

Various communicatipns having passed between
Her Majesty’s l’lcnipntc}ltimy and the Chinese au-
thorities, decided operations were mxw in contempla-

tion. Our force consisted of the undermentioned

\

ships: Wellesley, 78, Captain Maitland, bearing
the broad pendant of Commodore Sir J. G. Bremer;
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Blenheim, 74, Sir H. Le Fleming Senhouse, K.C.H. ;
Melville, 74, Hon. R. S. Dundas; Calliope, Capt.
Herbert ; Samarang, 28, Capt. Scott ; Druid, 44,
Capt. Smith ; Sulphur, Commander Belcher ; Larne,
18, Commander Blake ; Hyacinth, 18, Commander
Warren ; Modeste,,18,\C0mmander Eyres: Colum-
bine, 18, Commander Clarke; Starling, Lieut. H.
Kellett. Steamers, Queen, Nemesis, Madagascar,
and Enterprize. ; e

Chuenpee, or Shakok, is sufposed to be the outer
defence to Canton river; but ships can easily pass
it, and even through in the direction of Tycocktow
(or Taikok) without much danger from shot from
either battery. The first battery on the crest of
Chuenpee, in the hands of practised gunners with
good ordnance, would be a serious obstruction.

The island of Chuenpee ‘is entirely composed of
small hills, rising from a general level, which affords
good valley passes for troops. By a reconnoissance,
almost overlooking the enemy’s works, it was evi-
dent that troops couldadvance, if covered by shipping
on the west to create a diversion, and that the hill
of Chuenpee once in our hands, the batteries be-
neath were untenable. The Chinese had thrown up
a very perfect ditch, extending from the sea on the
west, and completely surrounding their entrenched
camp, and, moreover, had guns placed to command
the several valley passes.

Tycocktow was an open-faced battery, which must
inevitably fall under a direct attack from the shipping.
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On the morning” of the 7th of January the order of
battle was issued. The western division, for the
attack of Tycocktow, was placed under the command
of Captain Scott of the Samarang, having under his
orders the Druid, Modeste, and Columbine. The
eastern division, under Captain Herbert, consisted of
Calliope, Larne, Hyacinth ; steamers, Queen and Ne-
mesis, with boats of Sulphur, &ec., Commander Bel-
cher, who was ordered to place Queen and Nemesis
toshell the enemy from the heights; and afterwards
to attack the enemy’s war junks. The troops and
marines were to be landed, and advance by the
valléy, direct on the enemy’s works; the brigade
commanded by Major Pratt, 26th (Cameronians.)

This force consisted of a battalion of Royal
Marines, under their gallant chief, Captain Ellis;
a detachment of Royal Artillery; one twenty-four
pounder howitzer, and two field-pieces, drawn by sea-
men, from Wellesley, Blenheim, and Melville; the
whole commanded by Captain Knowles, Royal
Artillery ; detachments of 26th Cameronians; and
37th native infantry, under Major Pratt, amounting
in all to about fourteen hundred men. The brigade,
as before stated, under the command of Major
Pratt. ‘

The divisions landed about half-past eight. The
Samarang led her division in gallant style, direct for
the centre of the battery, anchoring within half a
cable’s length of the walls, followed by the Modeste,
Druid, and Columbine ; and quickly and gallantly was
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1841.] DESTRUCTION OF WAR JUNKS. 143

their work achieved. Queen and Nemesis were duly
placed, and dropped their shells prettily, the Queen
firing the first shot, or “opening the ball,” as Jack
had it, when Calliope, Hyacinth, and Larne, an-
chored and opened on the Lower Chuenpee.

On observing the marines about to enter the upper
battery, I transferred myself to Nemesis, and pushed
on with our division of boats for the junks, giving
Lower Chuenpee a dose of grape and canister, within
pistol range. The Nemesis, drawing not more than
five and a half or six feet, enabled us to get close
up with the junks before opening fire, when several
well-directed guns put them completely into confu-
sion. The first rocket pitched into the magazine of
the ship next the admiral, and she blew up in great
style.

This settled the affair. The boats then moved
on, and set fire to the junks in the lower part of the
river, but in ascending the main branch, those
retreating under canvass kept up a very spirited fire
on the chasing boats, very gallantly kept in check
by Lieut. Watson, of the Calliope. The increase of
force soon decided their fate; two ran on shore, and
the remainder made their escape.

The Nemesis having entered by the deep channel,
came up in time to give the five retreating junks a
dose, when the falling tide, and lateness of the hour,
rendered it necessary to ensure her return. We first
ran alongside the town, and selecting three of the
most suspicious looking craft, they were towed down.

@
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144 ADMIRAL'S BUTTON RESTORED. [1841.

One proving to be merchant property, and her
owners imploring her restitution in the most affect-
ing manner, I released it; the other two were
towed out, but one grounding outside, I left Kellett
with the boats to destroy her ; but as she was found to
contain powder, this was not an easy task ; she was
therefore abandoned. Eleven war junks, including
their admiral’s vessel, were destroyed and burned.

About five I rejoined the commodore, dined with
him, and made arrangements for the work of the
morrow ; the squ:u]ron having already moved up in
readiness to commence the attack on the Wangtong,
Anunghoy, and other batteries.

Having waited on the commodore about daylight,
(by desire,) it was arranged that having examined
the line of danger, so as to admit of taking one of
the line-of-battle-ships up the western channel to
Wangtong, I wasto place the Queen, Nemesis, and
rocket-boats, flanking Anunghoy, and then pilot
Wellesley to Wangtong.

In our affair of the junks, I had captured the admi-
ral's flag, cap, button, &c., and he now had sent the
comprador to implore that the latter might be re-
turned to him. This having caused some sharp discus-
sion, which interfered with, and, as I thought, delayed
action, I instantly offered the button and cap, to put an
end to the question ; for which I was warmly thanked
by Captain Elliott, as well as the commodore. I
mention this circumstance, as the publie prints have
attributed this actof mine to Captain Elliot, instancing
8
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1841.] HAND OF BARBER-SURGEON. 145

it as a peculiar act of kindness. Indeed, I cannot, on
mature reflection, at all reconcile to myself the jus-
tice of returning an enemy his sword or rank, when
his desertion or abandonment of it have rendered
him unworthy to wear it. However, as this button
brought us nearer action by some minutes, perhaps
hours, I was glad to pay the price.

Another still more unfortunate transaction marred

»
that day's operations. A Chinese barber-surgeon*
taken prisoner in Tycocktow, was allowed to go in
with a chop,} intimating, “that if they wished their
lives spared, or the action stayed, they had only to
“Chin-chin,” haul down their colours, or send out a
white flag, and hostilities would cease;” meaning to
intimate, that life would be spared by their pursuing
such a line of conduct when they intended to submit.

* The woodeut of this hand of the barber-surgeon, was taken
by making him place his hand on the paper, and tracing it out.

t Chop is a note or letter, and in this case, of truce.
VOL. IL

L
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This, however, was too great an oversight for a
Chinese to let slip, and at the very eritical mo-
ment when the Nemesis had opened a distant fire ;
and when a twenty-four pounder rocket had pitched
into the fort from Blenheim’s rocket-boat, the Queen
also close in upon her station, about to enfilade, and

in a few minutes more Blenheim’s broadside to settle

the question ;—down dropped the Chinese banners,
and out moved a Tankea boat, with an old man and

woman exhibiting aletter. 1 was within shot of her in

the Queen, about half way between her and the com-

modore, and perfectly aware of its meaning; but it
appeared to the other officers of the squadron not a
little strange that the flag of truce answered this
non-official demonstration from the old woman. Up
went the flag of truce, and action was annulled,
before the contents of that paper could be known.

Under the customary practice of war, action had
commenced, and we were certainly entitled to anchor,
“ muzzle to muzzle,” when their colours were thus
struck, and in that condition settle the terms of
negociation; even if the act were not deemed a
virtual surrender. p
On the 13th of January, the Calliope, Sulphur,

Modeste, Columbine, and Starling, (forming the
light division,) anchored in line, off South Wangtong
[sland, preparatory to raising a howitzer battery on
that island, and, supported by it, attacking the
northern forts with the ships. On the 21st, these

operations were suspended, by the pacifie disposition
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1841.] HOSTILITIES SUSPENDED. 147

of the Chinese minister, Keshen; and the squadron
were therefore directed to move back to Chuenpee.

Thus for a period ended this struggle; a messen-
ger (formerly a disgraced comprador of the house of
Dent and Co.) arrived to signify that he was pre-
pared to treat. Keshen did not personally appear,
but through this emissary sent his adhesion to the
‘demands of Captain Elliot, as embodied in the
treaty.

The only important point to which we became
officially parties, was the cession of the island of
Hongkong, situated off the peninsula of Cowloon,
within the island of Lama, and on the northern side
of entrance through the Lemma channel.

Captain Scott, of the Samarang, having been left
behind to give up the demolished forts of Chuenpee
and Tycocktow to the Chinese authorities, the squadron
withdrew from the river, and moved down to the
S.W. bay of Lantao; the commodore, shifting his
broad pendant to the Calliope, moved on to Macao,
accompanied by the Larne, Hyacinth, and Modeste.

The Columbine was despatched to Chusan, to
recal the force stationed there, and further to direct
its evacuation on the release of Captain Anstruther,
Mrs. Noble, &e.

On the return of the commodore on the 24th, we
were directed to proceed to Hongkong, and com-
mence its survey. We landed on Monday, the

26th, at fifteen minutes past eight, and being. the

L 2
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148  TAKE POSSESSION OF HONG KoNG. [1841

bona fide first possessors, her Majesty’s health ‘was
drank with three cheers on Possession Mount.

On the 26th, the squadron arrived; the marines
were landed, the union hoisted on our post, and
formal possession taken of the island, by Commodore
Sir J. G. Bremer, accompanied by the other officers
of the squadron, under a feu-dé-joie from the marines,
and a royal salute from the ships of war.

On the Cowloon Peninsula were situated two bat-
teries, which might have commanded the anchorage,
but which appeared at present to be but thinly
manned ; these received due notice to withdraw their
men and guns, as part of the late treaty.

The French corvette Danaide having arrived at
Macao, on a cruise of observation, and Captain
Elliot having arranged to meet Keshen, and com-
plete the negociations at the Second Bar, had
invited Captain Rosamel to join the party at Chuen-
pee. The Hyacinth and Modeste, being off Lintin
to maintain the blockade, refused to permit the
Danaide to pass up: an official refusal was very po-
litely requested, when it was arranged that the
Hyacinth should remove to Chuenpee, where the
blockade would be acknowledged. Both vessels
having anchored there, Captain Elliot, with his

party of the officers of the squadron, in the Nemesis,

took Captain Rosamel on board, and moved on to
the place of meeting. Keshen received them in
state at the Second Bar, in tents, where they were
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1841.] MEETING OF KESHEN AND‘CAPT. ELLIOT. 149

very handsomely entertained. A guard of marines,
taken up by the steamers, was turned out, and
Keshen, as well as the other mandarins, were particu-
larly struck with their appearance and accoutre-
ments. Various engines of war were exhibited, but
from the nature and construction of those in use
amongst their soldiers, I should imagine that they
\comprehended very little of their superiority.
Having completed the necessary data for the sur-
vey of Hong-kong, we quitted for Macao, intending
to rate the chronometers, and complete a course of
magnetic observations, preparatory to revisiting Ma-
nila, on our homeward route. The commodore had
released me, in the full belief that the war in China
was at an end.

On the 19th, the commodore being on a visit at
Macao, I called to pay my respects, previous to
taking leave, when I found that operations were to
be renewed. I was, therefore, retaken under his
orders, and directed to return forthwith to our late
position off the Wangtong islands, and place myself
under the orders of Captain Herbert. It appears that
whilst the Nemesis was waiting for an answer to a
despatch, one of her boats had been sounding, and the
northern Wingtong battery thought fit to fire a shot
at her. This was not the actual cause of this sudden
movement. But the period having elapsed for tl
completion of the necessary documents of the treag)f
and the intelligence from Canton clearly evincing
hostile preparations, as well as the supercession of



150 ANCHOR OFF SOUTH WANGTON&. [1841.
Keshen by the exterminating Generals Yihshan
Lungwan, and Yangfang, it became necessary to
strike a sudden blow.

Having passed the light squadron during the
night, and obtained some observations on Sampan-
chow, the Calliope, Samarang, Herald, and Alligator,
passed up, and about four we rejoined them off
Wangtong. A reconnoissance of the enemy’s works
was immediately made from the southern Wangtong,
which they had neither fortified nor occupied ; and
preparations were accordingly made for constructing
a howitzer hattery on the saddle neck of that island.

As no immediate operations were to take place,
the Sulphur and the Louisa tender moved down fp
Lintin Bar,40 guide the ships of the line over the bar.
()hscr\'in;_; the Queen steamer coming up, I immedi-
ately put myself on board of her, and joined the com-

modore; leaving the Louisa at anchor on the tongue of

3
E
!

Lintin spit, and one of our cutters on the opposite
side, the Sulphur following us up.  Just as we passed
Sampanchow, we noticed the Nemesis coming out of
Junk Creek, towing the boats of the light squadron,
and displaying the Chinese banners captured at a
» stockade fort which Captain Herbert had destroyed.
»Guns mounted and dismounted at this fort, about
cighty.)
[ accompanied Captain Herbert to visit it the day
following, but a serious attack of fever left me
little time for amusement. The thought of being

left out of the approaching attack, did not tend to
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relieve it; but a visit from the commodore and
Captain Herbert the evening previous to the action,
revived me considerably, and at four on the follow-
ing morning the fever suddenly quitted me.

[ immediately dressed myself, and walked the
deck to.gather strength, and about eight o’clock went
to the Wellesley, when I contrived to secramble up the
side and mount hep quarter-deck. My orders were
brief as usual

“Join Captain Herbert’s division as
before.”

As the breeze was light, and scarcely gavesteerage
way, the squadron did not move as early as was
expected. At daylight Captain Knowles, R.A.
opened with his howitzers from South. Wan¥tong,
and kept the enemy pretty well amused throughout
their lines. About nine o'clock I visited his bat-
tery, and took a fair view of the enemy’s works,
and as soon as the breeze freshened, repaired on
board the Calliope. Passing close to the western
battery, she was anchored within musket-shot, on
its N.W. flank, opposing her broadside to the new
works which had been thrown up on that face of the
island. Samarang took up her station very prettily
under her stern, and the cross fire of the two ves-
sels was beautiful ; it acted like masons chipping off
the plternate angles of the nearest embrasure.

In a few minutes the enemy were flying; when,
by Captain Herbert’s direction, I passed to the
commodore, and found Wellesley and Druid punish-
ing the western heavy fort. Having communicated

/)
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152 SCENES AT WANGTONG. [1841.

“that there was no further opposition,” I was or-
dered to see the troops landed immediately. It re-
quired but the sight of our despatch boat to set all
the landing boats in motion, forcing my gig high
and dry.

On landing, I immediately took possession of the
pass above the western battery, and prevented any
advance until a commanding officer was found to
lead the troops; many of the landing boats’ crews
having quitted their boats, were sent back. I then
directed Commander Fletcher to take the battery at
the beach, and moved on with the troops.

Opposition there was none. The unfortunate

Chinese literally-crammed the trenches, begging for
mercy. I wish ILcoul(l add that it was granted.

The Sepoys fired into them. - Wishing to rescue
some of them, I went into the trench and drew
three out, motioning them to come amongst our
troops, and they would be safe. Two were shot
down whilst holding by my skirts; and one of my
gig'serew, perceiving my danger, dragged me away,
eng'ﬁliming, “They will shoot you next, sir.” Thus
much for employing troops who cannot understand
English, and will only be commanded by their own
officers !

Passing to the eastern battery, seconded by the
first lieutenant of the Samarang, (now Commander
Bowers,) we found not the slightest opposition.
Indeed, it had been better if the troops had not
advanced at all, for the hatred of the Bengal Vo-
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lunteers towards the unfortunate wretches we found
on their knees imploring for mercy, might have
been averted, and our colours still unsullied. Over
seamen I had control, and could make myself un-
derstood, but these Bengalese would not under-
stand.

It is unnecessary to relate the numerous acts of
ferocity and brutality that I witnessed. I saw one
of them deliberately fire his musket at a magazine
door, and mentioned it to an officer of the 26th ;
but it was of no avail ; he was in the same predica-
ment, and could only place a sentinel to prevent a
repetition.

On my return, I met the Commodore and Cap-
tain Maitland. They were also busy in putting a
stop to these irregularities. I do not believe, from
the instant we landed, (and I was the first,) that one
single individual was found in arms, and yet hun-
dreds were killed.

Quitting Wangtong, I rejoined Captain Herbert,
who, with Captain Elliot, moved into. the Nemesis,
and ran over to have a finger in the Anunghoy
affair. But Sir Le F. Senhouse, in the Blenheim, and
Captain Dundas of _the Melville, had already done
their work brilliantly. We saw Sir Le Fleming
leading his men on to the second battery in good
style. A shell was sent into the near corner, and
it was then decided that it would not, be fair to in-
terfere with his laurels.

Before sunset the enemy were driven from every

E

\




154  LIGHT DIVISION PASS UP THE RIVER. [1841.

post, even from their hill encampment; and the
British were the only colours in sight. Captain
Herbert having intimated his intention of moving
on at dawn, I dropped Sulphur up to Tiger Island,
leaving, en passant, a beaconon “ the sixteen feet
rock.”

At lmlf‘f)hst six, A.M. Feb. 27th, we weighed, and led,
followed by Calliope, Herald, Alli@ator, Modeste, Ne-
mesis, and Madagascar steamers. The batteries on
Tiger Island were deserted, and the guns withdrawn,
probably for the new defences on Wangtong." At fifty
minutes past ten we passed the second bar creek,
and about a quarter past twelve, observed an exten-

. . . »
sive battery and ehcampment within the first bar.

The channel was barred at the Chop House below
Golgotha, by a floating bridge, and the Cambridge,
now converted into a Chinese ship of war, moored
above to cover it.

By signal, at half past one, we anchored off the first
bar. 1 immediately joined Captains Herbert and
Elliot in the Nemesis, and went in to reconnoitre.
The Nemesis and Madagascar having anchored
within, in an enfilading position, fired a few shots to
try range. This was returned by the Celestials,
and the question then became,—*“can we retreat
without their claiming a victory?” No one was bold
enough to give his consent to such a proposition.
It was, therefore, determined that our slu\]m should
come in. By the advantage of our boat signals the
Sulphur was instantly underway to meet me; but
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I luul);,u-mnisml Captain Herbert, the instant he ap-
proached, to join him. The Sulphur anchered ahead,
in support of the steamers, and after watching
the effed¢ of a few of our red-hot shot, I joined
Calliope, When she was placed within and ahead of
the Sulphur, and after one broadside it was de- ,
termined to storm. The other ships anchored in
rotation.

In refutation of Commander Bingham’s hearsay

account, (p. 152 to 158,) it is merely necessary to
refer to the public despateh on the capture of First
Bar Fort, and it will then appear that the junior cor-
vette did 1_10{ lead into action, but that the facts are~_
as above stated. )

A hard .embankment fortunately afforded us ex-

cellent footing, and the marines having been drawn

up, and Captain Herbert joined the van, we entered
without opposition on the S.W. angle of the bat-

tery, one party taking the eastern line, and the

remainder the sea face. At some points the enemy

behaved well; but as they could not stand an in-

stant against disciplined men, a very few moments

made the battery our own. The only living pri-
soners were two fine little horses, which were cast
in the ditch, but helped out. One of the party
mounted one of them, but was glad to.be left be-

hind, as, immediately on regaining the use of his

limbs, he scampered off to the enemy.

The instant the battery was attacked, Lieut.




156 CAMBRIDGE BLOWN UP. [1841.

floating bridge, and boarded the Celestial frigate,
Cambridge. The crew had fled, and she was soon
in flames. About dark, she blew up with a mag-
nificent explosion. The solid wall or column of
flame exceeded three hundred feet, and was capped
by a mushroom head, of apparently fluid fire. In
a few seconds not a vestige remained of this once
British ship. This is the same Cambridge which
was brought on speculation to China, by Mr. (now
Sir C.) Douglas, was sold by him to an American,
and immediately transferred, with her guns, &e., to
the Chinese.

After spiking and disabling the guns in the fort,
blowing up their magazines, and carrying off a
stock of banners, we retired about seven. Thus in
the short space of a few hours, all this very beau-
tifully constructed, and (as far as silk banners and
tents could make it so) beautifully decorated bat-
tery was utterly annihilated, and the valiant Celes-
tials had fled no one could tell whither.

It has been the custom with all those with whom
we have had thus to deal, to strip off every hadge
of military apparel the instant we come to close

quarters; and I suspect that they conceive that

having yielded all, their persons are free; at all
events, they lose no opportunity to render that
point secure, by their very rapid flight. By precon-
certed arrangements with Captain Herbett, I am
happy to say that no butchery was practised

here.
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In the morning I joined Captain Herbert, who,
with Captain Elliot, and the captains of the squa-
dron, proceeded in the Nemesis to examine the Salt
Junk creek, and ascertain what depth we could
carry up. After sighting “ Howqua’s Folly,” ‘and
Napier Fort, where the river was observed to be
staked, and junks sunk, we put her head down-
wards, to return to our ships. At this moment I
noticed a suspicious smoke at the near angle of the
trees, but as no report followed, I could not be cer-
tain that it was a battery.

On our return, our ships were passed thrdugh the
raft .at.the First Bar, and anchored in Whampoa
reach. On the following day it was determined
that the Sulphur should move up the creek, and
Captain Elliot having volunteered his assistance, we
moved on without any accident, until we neared the
suspected point, where I noticed the smoke yesterday.
In my own mind, I was satisfied that we were to
have amusement, and having with me a division of
the Wellesley’s boats, they were ordered “to close,
load, and prepare for action.” Our men were also
at quarters, and red hot shot were in readiness for the
bow guns.

We were not too soon. They instantly opened
on us from a very well masked battery of thirty-five
guns. The boats having been warned, required no
further orders; and leaving Captain Elliot in charge,
I jumped into my gig to recal them, (or “ prevent
their doing too much,”) in compliance with Captain




158 HOWQUAYS FOLLY. [1841.

Elliot’s wish, They were} however, too quick for
me. The enemy had fled§ and our party (rather
foolishly) had pursued them into the town, where
they might have been cut off. In what direttion
to pursue them was a difficult probleprsy I therefere
took means to secure their retreaf or aid them
if requisite, and destroyed the guns“and munitions
of war. In this affair, we had the misfortune to lose
one of the Wellesley’s men, who was shot through
the lungs whilst sounding. Having returned to
the Sulphur, she was anchored in advance within
two miles of Howqua’s Folly, Napier’s Fort being
about one mile and a half beyond. The Herald,
Alligator, and Modeste, entered the reach in"the
evening. ‘

In commander Bingham’s account, p. 159, he

5 . .
here makes not only a gileat, mistake, but certainly

appears to imply a want of discipline in Lieut.
Symons. -

The Sulphur ll)-ll'l/, and not towed, accompanied by
the boats of the Wellesley, as I have before stated,
performed- this service. .Lieut. Symons could not
order when a superior was commanding.

“ Howqua’s Folly” is a quadrangular fort, con-
structed of granite, and mounting twenty-eight guns
on its four faces. It was built at the tost of
Howqua, the Hong merchant, either by a sqll:'(‘mu
or for some punishment. “ Napier’s Fort” is of similar
construction, placed on the tongue of an island, com-

manding two passages, and intended to' prevent
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any more Napiers proceeding, vi et armis, to Canton.
Drury’s Folly is a lofty pageda, but not in a con-
spicuous position, and is intended to point out the
failings of the individual of that name.

On the 3rd of March the commodore joined us
in the Madagascar, and having already examined the
river, within musket shot of Howqua’s Folly, I got
permission to move the Sulphur, “ but not to risk
action for the present,” a flag of truce having been
sent -by the American consul. On anchoring
within grape range, but entirely protected by the
bank, the enemy fired the gun nearest to us, and I
suspect fled.

Major-General Sir Hugh Gough had arrived in
the Cruizer, and taken command of the troops. T
had now the pleasure of being introduced to him.
As the Quangchowfoo, or mayor of Canton, was ex-
pected with a flag of truce, I was despatched to
receive him, and conduct him to the Commodore.
In my passage up the river, I took a glance at
Howqua’s Folly, but found it apparently deserted.
The Sulphur was moved nearer to the battery, and
hoisted the Commodore’s pendant, and flag of truce.
The Quangchowfoo passed without my noticing him,
mistaking the boat which conveyed him for/that of
the American, who was in her.

As I considered Howqua’s Folly virtually aban-

doned, I obtained the commodore’s leave to take

possession, and -on reaching the gate, found some-
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people at the embrasures. As they did not attend to
my gestures to open the gates, my boat’s: crew in a
few seconds pitched me through the embrasure,
when the Chinese vacated at double quick time by
the opposite one. A shot soon opened the gates,
the union was substituted for their hieroglyphics, and
Lieut. Kellett, of the Starling, was left as acting gover-
nor. The gun which had been fired on my anchor-
ing off the fort the first day, I found had burst,
and driven its breech into the house behind it
probably committing more havoc amongst the
garrison, than its shot would, had it fallen on board
the Sulphur. On myreturn, I found the pendant of the
commodore shifted to the Modeste, as they wished the
Quangchowfoo tovisit a vessel with a greaterdisplay of
guns. (Vide Commander Bingham’s account of this.
p. 160.)

I was then despatched ‘with a flag of truce to
Napier’s Fort, accompanied by Mr. Morrison, inter-
preter and secretary to the plenipotentiary. The
flag of truce made use of on this occasion, was a
large white silk flag, captured at First Bar Fort, and
possibly recognised by some of the runaways here.
After delivering the despatch, the mandarin in com-
mand agreed to give up the fort next day, if I
would permit him “to make plenty of bobbery,”
“ and not put that plum in the gun.” I told him,
as I should probably havﬂg the job, that I would
not trouble him, provided he ran away in time.”
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These facts being communicated to the commo-
dore, at eleven the next day, when the flag of truce
came down, I was directed to take possession.

The enemy had commenced a very strong mud
battery on the right bank, for thirty-eight guns;
but I had been in ## rear, and ascertained it to be
harmless. On the left, in the opposite channel, a
strong battery of forty guns covered Napier’s Fort,
and a wide and deep ditch/at the floating bridge,
flanked bya five-gun battery, prevented access byland.
Of this latter we were not then aware. By boat
signal, (all the captains being on board the Nemesis
with the commodore,) the Sulphur was in motion
before any of those anxious to lead could get to
their ships, and was well supported by the Wellesley
and Druid’s hoats, as well as her own. The ship
was steered direct for the battery, the first lieu-
tenant having orders to drop his anchor, so as to
bring her stern to the raft, and port broadside to
the gate within pistol shot; but not to fire without .
orders. We were in our boats, towed alongside.

Our respective terms of treaty were religiously ob-
served. The enemy fired away all his rammers, &e.,
wide of us, and fled by one gate as I entered at the
other. Two huge guns were pointed out of the arch-
ways of the gates; their calibre about twenty-four
pounders, but much heavier than our ten-inch guns.
These I had ordered to be embarked, but when
they commenced drawing the charges, they found

that each contained seven shot and siz cartridges,

VOL. IIL M
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inserted alternately—I suppos® cartridge first, but
the contrary certainly would not surprise me. The
whole charge, as their cartridges are not less than

one foot in length, came pretty near the muzzle.

The guns were too cumbrous to move during our

limited stay.

A few minutes sufficed to m:}ko the fort British,
and leading on the division for the centre of the
bridge, a few strokes of g well-tempered axe, which
is my constant companion, made a gap wide enough
for ourselves, and ships if required, to pass.

The division intended to take the forty-gun bat-
tery were brought to a stand still by the ditch, but
we pushed on and planted our colours. But what
a mortification ! not a gun or enemy remained ; every-
thing had been withdrawn during the night. A
“flare up” we might easily have had, as the lines
were plentifully strewed with powder.

The troops had been moved on, with their gallant
General at their head, in order to take this ijattory
in rear, as well as obtain the command of the main
road to Canton; but he also had been impeded by
the ditches and paddy fields, and returned a€ much
disheartened as oursel¥es.

The Modeste and Stayling had moved down on the
7th, to try another brarich, called “ the Macao Fort
channel,” and the Sulphur, without waiting longer, beat
down, and reached the anchorage at Whampoa, seat-
ing herself on the mud about five o’clock, when I
joined the General, Commodore Captain J. Elliot, and
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1841.] ATTACK OF MACAO FORT. 16:

Captain Herbert, on board the Calliope, at dinner.
The Sulphur now proceeded up the Macao Fort
reach, but unfortunately grounded, and returned. On
the 13th she again moved up, but grounding again,
was prevented having her shot at the battery before
it was captured. I just reached in time, in my gig,
to be launched over the rafts, and take possession
of a very complete “fast boat,” the crew of which
ran her ashore and fled. Her commander was a man-
darin with a white button, which latter I captured,
together with sundry articles for the toilet, which
prove that mandarin dandies exist. During the
short interval of truce, we moved down to Sam-
panchow, to obtain rates for our chronometers, re-
turning to Whampoa on the 11th.

As some pause took place before further opera-
tions, I busied myself with the examination of an
unfrequentgd channel to the southward of Dane’s
and Frefich Islands; indeed, one never attempted
by ships on any previous occasion. Having ascer-
tained that a corvette could be carried up to a posi-
tion where the commerce of the enemy might be
completely obstructed, I had permission to move
the Hyacinth (18)-thither. ‘ o

On the 16th March, we started, and placed her
in the southern end of the Fatee creek, and on the
17th at noon, returned to the Modeste, where- 1
found Captain Herbert. The commodore was ex-
pected on the morrow.

The next grand attack was to be commenced on

M 2
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the Crow’s-nest Fort, where a floating bridge again
obstructed the river. A five-gun battery above,
flanked it, and two war junks were moored beyond.
The enemy showed about twenty fast boats, pulling
about fifty to sixty oars each, armed with one or
two brass guns, and eight gingals, carrying four-
ounce balls.- My mind was™ fully bent on cap-
turing these gentry. Through the Fatee creek I
hoped to catch them in rear, whilst they were
showing off before the shipping, (with a bridge be-
tween them.) The force to complete the service
before mentioned, was the Modeste, Starl_ing, Alge-
rine, Hebe, Louisa, Nemesis #&nd Madagascar
steamers, and the boats of the squadron generally.

The Commodore, and Captain Ei]iot, accompanied
by Captain Herbert and myself, proceeded in Nemesis
to examine Fatee Creek from the position of the Hya-
cinth. It was found impossible to push the Hyacinth
higher, nor was there room for the Nemesis. It was,
therefore, decided that T should take the command
of a division of boats through this creek. This
division, consisting of the boats belonging to the Sul-
phur, Hyacinth, Calliope, Cruizer, and Pylades, and
supported by my worthy friend Captain Warren,
moved forwards about eleven.

Attaching our tow ropes to one of the large pas-
sage boats, we compelled her to tow us a considerable
distance, so as to avoid being noticed by the Chinese.
At the point where the creek turned off to Fatshan,

there was scarcely room for our oars, and here a three-
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gun battery lad been prepared for its defence, but we
found it degerted, and the guns withdrawn.

Having cast off from the junk, we had scarcely
entered the narrow pass, when we descried a boat mak-
ing off. It was fortunate for our party, as his range
of sweeps required as much room as ours; and his ad-
vance cleared the way for us in full ery after him.
How he contrived to pass, or whether the vessels,
were thrust out purposely, I know not, but fre-
quently we had not room for our oars; and for this
reason he distanced on us. )

At length the Broadway near the city opened,
with Canton ahead. The action had commenced
below, the vessels had passed the bridge, and the
“fast boats” were flying in all directions. Warren
and myself had entirely distanced our divisions ; one
huge fellow we chased for a long time within pistol
shot, yet he gained on us, and we were reluctantly
compelled to relinquish him, to make sure of the
others, now well within our grasp.

The reports of the carronades of our boats soon
told where they were, and having rejoined, the lighter
boats were left in charge of the captured fast boats,

and we then moved forward. The crowd of vessels

falling constantly in our way, as well as myriads of
sampans, &c., greatly obstructed our progress, and
as we neared Cq;}ton, our ‘vessels, not aware of our
manceuvre, antl/ mistaking us for the enemy, were
dropping their shot freely amongst us:

As we sighted the Shameen Fort, it opened on

R
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the sfeamers advancing. We were then completely
under cover of the houses, and landed, expecting to
drive them out by musketry ; but found a deep and
wide ditch between us, as well as a blank wall.

Tﬁ\]mats with.guns were therefore brought up side

by side to the piles in front, and five carronades,
at thirty yards, played into their embrasures with
grape, where they could not depress their guns.
Joining ’Capmin Warren in his gig, we landed, but
before we could reach the gates, the enemy had
fled. Having captured the fort, and the boats of
the main division dropping in, I quitted, and joined
the Nemesis, (leaving Captain Warren to move on
to capture the Dutch Folly,) and was towed by her
towards Rouge Fort, where having hauled down its
colours, and left a party destroying the guns, I
returned to the Nemesis} *and” was joined by Mr.
Morrison, secretary to the Plenipotentiary. At
the request of Captain Elliot, I landed, and re-
hoisted the British colours on the factory. Whilst
thus engaged, a party of soldiers rushed out of the
Hoppo' office, and had nearly succeeded in cutting
off part of my boats’ crew. But, being reinforced by
one of our divisions, we pursued them up Hog-lane,
and drove them back with some loss.

On my return to the Nemesis, Captain Elliot
requested me to take him to Howqua’s house, or
where his tea-boats are laden; and having seated
himself in the bow of one of the vessels, despatched

one of the compradors to say he wished to speak
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with him. Howqua, however, would not come;
he was probably too much frightened, and afraid
of involving himself; but he sent down some tea,*
which was rather acceptable. Captain Elliot then
sent requesting him to tell the Quang-chow-foo “ that
he wished an interview the day following.”

We then returned to the Madagascar steamer,
where I found the Commodore. Some of the Chi-
nese having fired on our boats, (from the Custom-
‘house,) they were punished instanter by their carron-
ades, sweeping the lanes, and the Madagascar also
threw in several well-directed shells. Captain
Warren and his division captured the Dutch Folly,
as well as five of Lin’s gun-boats, most grotesquely
painted as dolphins, dragons, &ec.

One of these having grounded, I was despatched
to burn her, which having completed, I proceeded
below. Dutch Folly, where I found four fast boats,
and a sand battery mounting five guns, very neatly
masked with the mat bags; the guns truly dreeched
with matting. These were all destroyed. The arse-
nal,and ten new war junks, were left untouched. The
fast boats taken by our division amounted in all to
fourteen. Five junks with very valuable cargoes,

estimated at two and a half millions, were not meddled
with ; and the force was employed, during t_hc lat-
ter part of the day, in saving Howqua’s tea stores
from the flames, the war junks, which had been
fired, having drifted on them.

* Bona fide in this case} a mixture of gunpowder, not How-
(ua’s mixture.

P
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-

October the 19th, the officers assembled in the
factory. Howqua and Mowqua made their appear-
ance, the former a very old infirm man, but I am
sadly afraid they are both great rogues, and hostile
to Great Britain. Shortly after, the Quang-chow-
foo made his appearance, and was introduced in
form, when we left him and the plenipotentiary
to discuss matters.

It is rather a curious fact, that we should have
replaced the British colours on the anniversary of
their expulsion two years since.

Terms were arranged for re-opening the trade
under a flag of truce! This was the amount of
punishment awarded for their perfidy, and the ex-
pense incurred by her Majesty’s government.  7ruce
and trade! Why ask permission? The command
of the tea, as well as the tea merchants, was in our
hands; all the teas of Canton were virtually the pro-
perty of the British crown, until awarded as prize-
money, and therefore ought to have been sold by
public auction. But it was a complete advantage
obtained against the British. The increased price was
placed on the tea, and river dues as well as other
enormous absurdities were to be levied éh our mer-
chant ships riding under the guns, as well as the flag
of truce at Whampoa.

By those only who commanded the river could
those charges be levied. We were merely to be per-
mitted to pay the tax levied on the Hong merchants
to restore the fortifications, and afford fresh sinews
for war, when it suited them to renew hostilities !

L
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ot Some very warm discussions ensued amongst the
n the "
British merchants at Macao, many of whom would
pear- ’ . o .
lII most eertainly have disdained countenancing such a
am _ ,
hostil very questionable mode of commercial dealing. But
hostile ! .
! they were not solely British ; there was no such feel-
.chow- . N ) .
: ing to deter foreigners from reaping a rich harvest,
ed in <@ =T i . .
tiary to the injuny of the British; and the community did
mtiary - : P
not, in fact, unanimously possess high feelings upon
2 the question of “Tea or no tea.” They were mostly
1av ;
of the agents of English houses, and, as they said, could
ary : . ‘
not allow their houses to suffer, to the manifest ad-
tad vantage of the foreigners. ]
rade :
i of" Still, after all had been apparently settled, much {
mt o A . -
. distrust prevailed on both sides; and although !
e ex-
. the Chinese gradually began to return to their . .
Truce « i . . . 1
widnd shops, and teas began to be shipped, still offen- 1
! \ |
b sive edicts and chops (spurious as well as genuine) ;
i
- were daily appearing, troops arriving, and hostile . :
o intentions - at no distant period very apparent. l‘
prize- o : . , : fi
Forty-six boats full of troops (capable of holding '
Id by J 5 ;
one hundred and twenty each) passed the factory ‘ '
ntage . . ) S
Dl in one day. The long-expected successors to Keshen, {
o Was ) : . ‘
o . ch0 exterminating generals, Yihshan, Yang-fang, and
Lung-wan, were said to have arrived, and their
mer- : . .
flac number stated to have increased to six. Still there
e fic - . ;
N was no meeting between them and Captain Elliot.
ould Indeed, all the official duties appeared to be trans-
c ' ,
per acted by the celebrated go-between, the Quang-
e per- :
chow-foo (or chief magistrate of Canton); no meet- i
thants ) _ ol B ) ,
. ing was deigned to our plenipotentiary. ‘
inews .
; {
8!

L
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As I foresaw further work preparing for us, T lost
no time in making myself better acquainted with
the river, and hoped to find the famed Fatshan as a
second position for our next campaign. As it was
necessary I should repair to Macao for a short time, I
moved down to Whampoa, in order to ascertain
from the commodore what his further intentions
were respecting us, but I was not a little surprised
to hear th#t I was too late; that he had quitted for
Caleutta in one of the steamers, and that I must
now look to Sir Le Fleming Senhouse for instruc-
tions. :

On my arrival at Macao, I found the Blenheim
there,and learned from Sir Fleming thatit wasexpressly -
ordered that I should be detained. He directed me
to retain the command at Macao, until my opera-
tions were concluded, and then to resume my exami-
nation -of the river, as I might see fit.

Two officers of the Blenheim, Messrs. Toole and
Bligh, were going off to the ship at night in a small
cutter, when they were fallen on board of by pirates
or fishermen, and were supposed to be murdered. It
appears that they were in company with an English-
man who had charge of the cutter, and on the ves-
sel falling foul of them, either to save themselves, or
resent the affront, as they deemed it, they jumped into
the Chinese vessel, which falling clear, made. off.
The body of one of them, Mr. Field, was afterwards
picked up in Carlisle Bay, near the barrier, and
bore marks of violence. Nothing had since been
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heard of the others. It is suspected to have been the
act” of a motorious pirate belonging to Cum-sing-
moon.

On the 26th, the Melville sailed for England, fol-
lowed by the Samarang, on the 29th, and the Madagas-
ar and Queen for Calcutta, on the 31st. From Sir
L¢ Fleming Senhouse, I learned ‘that the commodore
Koped to resume the command about the first week
in May, and that it was probable we should be required
for active service (to proceed to Amoy) on the 10th
of May, at which period he hoped I would rqloin him
at Hong-kong. Accompanied by Sir Hugh' Gough,
hemoved off in the Atalanta steamer, to arrange affairs
at Canton, rejoining the Blenheim (which sailed
next morning) at~Hong-kong. The Jupiter sailed
at the same time for Singapore and Trincomalee,
for stores, troops, &e.







CHAPTER VL

Examine the channels of the river—A fresh rupture—Treacherous
edict—Many boats and junks destroyed—Reconnoitre for
landing troops—Preparations for the advance on Canton—
Storm the heights —Camp deserted—Casualties—Truce—Me-
morial—Chinese view of affairs—Memorial of Yishan to the
Emperor—Reception of the terms of truce—Death of Major
B(‘echq—Approach of the Chinese—The ransom paid—Pre-
mature’death of Sir Le Fleming Sénhouse—Commodore Sir J.

Gordon Bremer returns—Typhoon—The Plenipotentiaries in

the hands of the Chinese—Procure freedom by ransom. ,
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CHAPTER VI.

Ox the 28th April we quitted Macao with the
Starling in’company, and moved up the river to the
Wangtong Islands, the survey from that point up-
wards being entrusted to Lieutenant Kellett, of the
Starling, until we should meet again. We moved
up in the Sulphur to Macao Fort passage, when I
proceeded by boat to call on Captain Herbert at Can-
ton Factory, where our officers still maintained guard.
Nevertheless, the river exfortions (dues 1 can no
longer call them) were duly'paid to preserve peace.

I found every one extremely averse to my pro-
ceedings, and I fully believe that if I had not taken
the precaution to obtain special permission upon
every tittle ‘of my intentions, from Captain Elliot,
(through Sir Fleming, and officially forwarded to me
for my guide,) I should have lost a golden harvest.
To prevent discussion, I took short leave, commenced
operations, and before sunset was out of sight in the
other arm, leading to Fatee Creek.

By this course I became prepared for further
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operations at Canton. A new scene was‘now open-

ing to us, and we commenced exploring what was
described as the main channel into the Broadway.
This would have satisfied me as well, but I knew
Fatshan was situated in that direction, and as the
general report was, that their cannon foundry, gun-
powder factory, as well as treasure, was at that
city, it became important to know how far we
could touch these most sensitive nerves by this
route, rather than by destroying the idol, “the
Golden Goose,” (or in English the tea trade.y
During our examination of the Fatee Creek, (the
channel through which our division pushed to Can-
ton on the 18th,) we met numerous vessels moving
off in great haste from Canton. At length a huge
mandarin ark came suddenly upon us, escorted by
five fast boats. The instant the man in command of
the ark discovered he was amengst the Philistirfes,
down flew his colours, and we had the satisfaction
of seeing the Ko-tou performed in the most accom-
-plished manner. I really pitied the poor fellow, and
feared, if he beat his brains out on the deck, that
they might demand me, as the not remote gause of
his suicide. I perceived several very fair-skinned,
fine-featured, and gentlemanly mandarins within the
ark, and several very pretty and inquisitive females,
“with “white chaplets (probably camellias) on their
heads. In fact, it was a load of ladies. They were
in all probability being removed on account of the

extraordinary influx of soldiers. The mandarins did
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not admire their curiosity, and pulled them away
from the apertures. My friends in the fast boats
passed quietly, when I bowed to one of the com-
manders, who civilly returned the salutation. We
repassed them again in the Fatshan Channel, but
they took one of the southern creeks, probably lead-

ing into the Broadway.

At the end of our second day’s labour, our two ad-
vanced boats got sight of the city of Fatshan, esti-
mated at two and a half miles distant, and subtend-
ing an angle of forty-six degrees. Unfortunately,
this discovery was not made known until my re-
turn, which rendered further examination at that
period impossible, the period for the completion of
equally or more important portions ef the river
being now too short. The Sulphur therefore moved
downwards on the 1st of May, and on the 6th
reached Tiger Island.

Two extensive creeks, apparently communicating,
behind the Anunghoy range, with Chuenpee, were
‘now to be examined. On the 6th, we passed in be-
hind Sawshee Hill, and returned by a creek about
two miles below it. On the 7th, we passed into
the Anunghoy Creek channel, communicating also
with that of yesterday, and came out at Junk Creek,
where the war junks were destroyed on the capture
of Chuenpee.

By these examinations, we determined that a flotil-
la, drawing from ten to twelve feet water, could have
proceeded to Canton by the back channels, entirely
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avoiding the batteries of the Bocca Tigris, as well as
that of Tiger Island.

Behind Anunghoy two very large towns are
situated, and we were informed that they have, about
three miles inland, a walled barrack, capable of ac-
commodating six thousand men. It is a species of
prison for pirates, and those under political surveil-
lance. It is said that the garrison of the Bogue was

sent there for punishment, as well as to prevent their
communicating their non-belligerent principles to
the valiant “ rebel exterminators” about Canton.

On my former visit with one of the flags of truce,
sent to Anunghoy Fort, I noticed many poor mise-
rable creatures, who certainly were not fit to work
the guns; and I was informed that they had impress-
ed the artisans of Canton to complete their force.

Two of the officers landed near the town to erect
marks, and although the crowd pressed about them,
they were civilly treated.” Rain and bad weather
put an end to our operations. I therefore returned
to the Sulphur, and moved on to Macao, to rate
our chronometers, rejoining our senior officer at
Hong-kong, on the night of the 10th.

Sir Le Fleming Senhouse was delighted at our
success, little dreaming how soon the results of
these labdurs would he practically tested, and how
much to his gratification.

Preparations were immediately made to move on
the 12th for Amoy and the north, the force to consist

of H.M.S. Blenheim, Blonde, Sulphur, Hyacinth, Nim-
VOL. II.
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rod, Cruizer, Starling, Atalanta, and transports con-
taining our active and worthy general and the troops.
Everything went on swimmingly; we were anxious
to throw off the ennui resulting from late inaction;
but an ominous delay still hung over all. The mer-
chants, who were well aware that hostilities must
shortly be resumed at Canton, offered bets that Cap-
tain Elliot would not go to Amoy, and that the
squadron would not quit Canton river:

On the 14th the bubble burst, and another turn
was given to affairs: the Amoy expedition was ad-
journed, and orders issued to move again on Canton.

On the 18th the Sulphur moved up, and Sir
Fleming having consented to place the Blenheim
under my charge, I promised to put him, as well as
the Blonde and transports, in safe berths in sight of

Canton. It was therefore necessary to be in advance
and mark the dangers by Chinese boats, if they could
be secured, otherwise the boats of the squadron
would be brought in aid. The native pilots pursue

this method, as the channel for heavy ships is rather
serpentine.

Before advancing our force, it may be as well to
state the grounds of the present quarrel. In the
former armistice it was fully understood that any
dttempts to re-arm the captured forts would be con-
sidered as an infraction of the truce. It was clearly
evident to every rational mind, that this had long
been done, and moreover, that, in addition to the
supplies of guns and troops in vast quantity, formidable
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batteries were erecting at all points, fire-rafis were
in preparation, and every act indicated immediate
war. Even the Chinese themselves saw that it could
no longer be concealed, and when they saw the
foreign merchants withdrawing their property, fear-
ful that they would escape their grasp, the following
edict was pasted up on the factories, as well as copies
furnished to the merchants.

“Yu, the acting prefect of Canton, issues this
edict for public information, in order to calm the
feeling of the merchants, and to tranquillize com-
mercial business. It appears that the detachments
of troops for Canton have all successively arrived ;
the laws for the army, however, are very strict, and
without being commissioned, soldiers can never move
about to create disturbance, Still it is feared that, as
the military hosts are gathered in clouds, the mer-
chants of all nations here engaged in commerce,
hearing thereof, will tremble with alarm, not know-
ing where things will end. Some, frightened out of
their wits, may abandon their goods and secretly go
away ; and others may not know whether to expect
quiet or danger, while all cherish their fearful appre-
hensions. Those foreign merchants who are re-
spectfully obedient, are viewed noways different
from the children of the Celestial Dynasty ; and the
imperial commissioner, and general pacificator of the
rebels, and the high ministers and joint commis-
sioners, with their excellencies the governor and
lieutenant-governor, managing all things with due

N 2
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consideration, assuredly .will not involve the good
and the upright in trouble. These merchants, being
respectfully obedient, ought to be protected from
all injury, and the goods which they have brought
with them ought also to be preserved in safety. It
is, therefore, right to issue this edict for full infor-
mation. And, accordingly, this is publishéd for the
assurance of the merchants of every cofintry trading
at Canton: to you who have always been respect-
fully obedient, and long enjoyed our commerce, the
high officers of the celestial dynasty, in fulfilling the
gracious pleasure of his imperial majesty towards
foreigners, will give full protection to the utmost of
their strength. Should native robbers and bandits
come out to plunder or molest you, they shall be
punished with increased severity; and any goods
carried off shall be restored, so that the smallest
loss shall not be sustained. And you, the said
foreign merchants, ought also on your part to remain
quiet in your lawful pursuits, continuing your trade

as usual, without alarm or suspicion: but joining

with the disturbed affairs will give occasion for sub-
sequent repentance. A special edict.”

Here was duplicity! Here stand forth the cha-
racters of the high officers, the élite of the honoura-
ble men of China, ministers and generals, fully bent
on entrapping every foreigner on whom they could
lay their hands. = Captain Elliot forthwith issued the
following circular :

“In the present situation of circumstances, her
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good Britannic Majesty’s plenipotentiary feels it his duty ¥
being to recommend that the British and other foreigners

from now remaining in the factories should retire from
ought Canton before sunset.
It (Signed) «C. Erviot, H.B.M. Plenipotentiary.

infor- “ British Factory, 21st May, 1841.”
i the
ading This was followed by fire-rafts, sent down on the

spect- Alligator off the remains of Howqua’s fort; and, as
, the customary, a general discharge of cannon, making
g the much noise, but without injury, at least to the
wards British. The Louisa tender and Aurora private
ost of schooner, anchored off the factories, escaped from
indits guns as well as fire-rafts, by the exertions of the
Ul be advanced squadron.
goods On the morning of the 22nd, a boat belonging to
allest the Morrison, (American ship,) with four seamen,
said mate, and three passengers, quitted with “a chop,”
main but were fired on, brought to, and carried into the
trade \ city : all were wounded, and one was said to have
ining ( been killed.
' sub- In the morning the Modeste, Pylades, and Algerine,
accompanied by the Nemesis steamer, punished Sha-
cha- meen fort, after which the boats of the squadron,
oura- assisted by the Nemesis, moved up the creek towards
bent Neishang, and committed sad havoc amongst their
sould junks, which were evidently laden with guns for the
1 the new fortifications, some weighing four or five tons.
Thirty-nine junks, smacks, and fire-boats were burnt.
, her The Chinese then attacked the factories, particu-
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larly those on the British side of Hog Lane, making a
perfect wreck of the beautiful pier-glasses, chapel, &e.

On the 20th, the Blenheim reached Tiger Island.
On the following morning she moved to the second

bar, and anchored ; when, lln;ing placed the boats of
the Sulphur, Blenheim, and Starling, in their positions,
she weighed, and I took her in tow with the Atalanta
steamer. The day was beautiful, and everything
favoured us. Passing the first bar by the New or
“ Victoria Channel,” I placed the Blenheim in a free
swinging berth, five miles above the first bar, in
sight of the advanced squadron and the city of
Canton, and nine miles direct from the factory. 1
could have carried her three miles higher, where
several of the deep transports were afterwards placed;
but although a safe berth could have been found,
it was important to carry the transports there, and
therefore not risk, on a falling tide, choking the
channel, should she touch. I then brought up the
Blonde, and afterwards the heavy transports, includ-
ing the Marion, with Sir Hugh Gough, and Head-
Quarters.

The remainder were left to the guidance of the
officers of the Sulphur, and Mr. Brown, master of
the Calliope. This part of my duty being completed,
and some doubts arising relative to the actual points
of terra firma on which the land foree .could act
against Canton, I immediately requested “to be
allowed to put the matter beyond doubt by a de-
cided reconnoissance.”
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This being acceded to, and the Sulphur hav-
ing already moved up to the squadron off Canton,”
orders were issued for each of the advanced squadron
to furnish an armed boat, which, with the launch of
the Druid, under the command of my staunch sup-
porter, Lieutenant Goklsmith, (first of that ship,) and
the boat force of the Sulphur and Starling, advanced
on this duty about nine A. m., the morning following.

As my attention would in all probability be en-
tirely bent on the reconnoissance, and I might even
be detached for a time, the whole division was placed
under the command of Lieutenant Goldsmith, acting

under me. The first part of my instructions di-
rected me to collect sufficient tea-boats, or other
large boats, for the conveyance of two thousand men,
should I fall in with them. I therefore pulled up
close on the Fatee side, and turned ten, capable of
holding one hundred and twenty each, into the
stream, calculating that with the ebb-tide they would
soon drop down on our squadron ; a cutter, one of our
division, was also detached to watch them,and returned
as we reached the, creek, where the Nemesis and-boats
had yesterday had their amusement. The junks
were still smoking, and amidships in each we
noticed at low water the huge guns intended for the

use of the exterminating army. We little dreamed

of anything remaining for us to do, although I had
my suspicions.

On reaching Neishang, where the Nemesis termi-
nated her work yesterday, we noticed*two flotillas of
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fast ‘boats, brave as usual; their numbers probably,
tggvthcr, about forty. As I had begun to learn that
these gentry would give us a heavy tug at chasing, I
determined to use stratagem. Just opposite to
Neishang the stream forks; one branch to the left,
leading towards the west, and probably rejoining the
main stream ; the other to Tsingpoo. As I noticed
the flood setting on the angle, I knew that if I
could get one division within the influence of the
Tsingpoo stream, I could secure their capture by
cutting direct for the angle. One division most
assuredly kept command of that to the westward, in
order to ensure escape.

Our boats having come up and formed at the
last burned junk at Neishang, the enemy, mistaking
the reservation of our fire, assumed a more hostile
attitude, and passed the rubicon. Our fire opened,
and faster than my pen could state the facts, we
found ourselves in possession of fifteen fast boats, five
war junks, and several row boats, carrying from four
to six gingals each, and amounting in all to twenty-
eight vessels. One of the largest fast boats, rowing
sixty oars and armed with two brass six-pounders in
the bow, and eight gingals, was preserved as a trophy ;
the remainder were burnt.

Moving on, we landed at the temple of Tsingpoo,
where a sand battery of five guns had been erected.
The guns were thrown into the sea, and the battery
reduced to a level.

As my war -operations had now ceased, I turned the
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1841.] RECONNOISSANCE. 185

command over to Lieutenant Goldsmith, directing
him to see the vessels completely destroyed. The
enemy, who had retreated to the brow of the range
which overlooked the river by eighty feet, ammoyed
us occasionally from their gingals, but were repaid
with interest by grape from the boat’s carronades.

As nothing could be seen from ghe river, and
without a distinet attack on the heights by our
whole force we ¢ould not effect our object of re-
connoitre, I determined on trying, in the first in-
stance, how far I could effect my 42

ject from the
masthead of a junk.

One particularly adapted to
this service’ lay immediately in front of where I
suspected the enemy to be encamped in force. Ac-
cordingly I went on’ board her, and luckily finding
her geer rove was hoisted to her masthead, (above
one hundred feet,) sextant in hand, and to my de-
light, obtained a complete view of the whole country
between the temple and the batteries on the heights.
As I suspected, the enemy were encamped just
within the verge of the hill. I have not the
slightest doubt but they would have fled on our
rising the hill.

It had quite escaped my recollection that I had
ordered all the junks to be burned; my attention
was deeply engaged elsewhere, and on my descent,
[ found a fierce fire raging beneath me. After
adding fuel to help it, I quitted, but had not moved

more than one hundred yards, when she blew up
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with a grand explosion, and sunk but remained with
her masts standing, thus effectually securing this
position. Off and alongside the temple, I found
four and a half fathoms at low water, and by our
survey downwards, became fully satisfied that the
Sulphur could, with care, be brought to support the
troops, and serve as a rendezvous.

Our operations in this neighbourhood being com-
plete, we moved out, taking with us,-in" addition to
our fast boats, a state mandarin (ho(se) boat, which
served me well as a cabin for the next twenty-four
hours. Crossing over to the creek above Fatee, we
extracted three fine boats from thence, one a salt
vessel, capable of holding a whole regiment; it was
immediately named “ Noah’s Ark” by the sailors.

These were towed down. Captain Barlow of the
Nimrod had also secured several others by the divi-
gion under his comifand, all of which were sent .
down to the Blenheim that evening.

Aware of the anxiety of Sir Fleming to know the
result of my mission, I moved on immediately, and
reached the Blenheim at half past eleven that night.
Sir Fleming was reported to be in bed, but was
sitting in his easy chair, and when I entered, he
observed, “ Well, Captain Belcher, I thought I was
right in sitting up for you.”

The report delighted him beyond measure, and

his anxiety to communicate it to the General out~

stepped the fear of disturbing his slumbers. A
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1841.] ADVANCE TO TSINGPOO. 187

boat was immediately despatched. A bed had been
prepared for me in the cabin of the Blenheim, but I
preferred returning to a nap on board my mandarin
boat. .

At dawn I rejoined Sir Fleming, and volun-
teered my services to number and distribute the
troops to the boats, and as it was the anniversary of
her Majesty’s birth, we hoped to commence action that
day. I was immediately despatched to the General,
who ordered Major Beecher, the Quarter-master
General, to accompany me forthwith. This service
being complete before ten o’clock, and expecting
the steamers to be shortly at my heels, towing the
troops, I took my leave with carte blanche from
Sir Fleming “to place the Sulphur where I wished.”
The corvette squadron off Canton would otherwise
have been under my command, but Sir Fleming
having «letermined to accompany the general, and
placing me on his staff, I preferred the more active
appointment. My good friend Captain Warren,

_of the Hyacinth, therefore became senior officer off

Canton.

On reaching the Sulphur, I found the ships
dressed with ensigns at the mastheads, which was
shortly followed by the rolling roar of a royal salute
in honour of her Majesty’s birth-day. But few mi-
nutes were -lost there. Ordering the Sulphur to
weigh, I visited Captain Warren, gave him the
orders from Sir Le Fleming Senhouse to be pre-
pared to take up their positions at two, and moving
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thence to our Plenipotentiary on board the Louisa
cutter, informed him of my intentions, &e. The
civil community)deemed me mad; several had seen
the river dry ac;‘oss, and I was set down as “ cracked,”
at least.

The Sulphur, under all canvass, with her ensigns
still displayed, soon picked me up, and to the confu-
sion of the overwise, soon disappeared amongst the
trees. She touched, but soon moved on, and at
four p. M. was safely anchored alongside the temple
of Tsingpoo.

Parties were immediately employed to clear the
temples for the accommodation of ‘the troops. A
fine fat buck, found within the walls of the temple
gardens, was sentenced to death by drum-head
court-martial,’and turned over to the cook, as ground-
wark for a hot supper.

I'then proceeded to the heights with a party of
seamen, and found the enemy had decamped, and
that nothing to oppose us was near. Look-out
men were then stationed at the mastheads, and
preparations were made to receive the general and
our naval commander-in-chief, who were observed
approaching in the Nemesis, with troop-boats iitow.

About sunset, the troops commenced disembark-
ing from the junks or tea-boats, in order to relieve
the pressure. The General, Sir Le Fleming Sen-
house, and the staff, supported by a strong party,
advancedto the position latelyoccupied by theenemy’s
encampment. It was too late to see anything, yet
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1841.] LAND THE TROOPS. 189

at the same time it was necessary to have command
of the heights, in case of any extraordinary exhibi-
tions of valour during the night.

During the time we remained there, the Chinese
set up a few yells, and burnt a species .of Roman
candle, the balls of which served to show us in
position. I suspect them to be part of the stores
of the fast boats; if so, they are constructed of
bamboos of two inches internal bore, and intended
to point at those attempting to /board; probably
expecting that a fire ball in the {f:
their ardour.

e might damp

In the midst of this, our attention was arrested
by sounds which we mistook for the cries of a
Chinaman under punishment, or in distress cer-
tainly ; but they passed unnoticed, and utter dark-
ness prevented our seeing many yards around us.
On the morning following, it proved to have been
the cries of one of the camp followers, who had gone
to a pond for water, and having been caught by the
Chinese, was then undergoing decapitation.

The fireworks. having ceased, and quietness pre-
vailing, an additional force arrived, and the General
having given his orders for the night, we retired to the
Sulphur, where, having done justice to the mandarin
venison, the chiefs retired for the night. An alarm
was sounded about midnight, and in a few seconds
we were on shore. The exact cause was never
ascertained, but I believe that it arose from a

pig having made a desperate sally upon the *piled
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arms,” and thus created great confusion. Had they
seen his fai/, they might easily have determined

that he was not a Chinaman. Indeed, they\take

very great precaution not to permit such a handle
to be dangling “ on service.” ‘

Sir Le Fleming Senhouse having joined the staff,
the command of the marine battalion was given to
Captain Bourchier, of H.M.S. Blonde, having under
him Captain Maitland, (W ellesley,) Captain Barlow,
(Nimrod,) with their lieutenants of divisions.

Having made a hearty venison breakfast at the
expense of the god of physic, (the lord of the manor
of Tsingpoo temple,) and the remainder of the force
having disembarked, we met the general at our
last night’s position, and before eight we were on
the advance. Only a few straggling parties of the
enemy were noticed, and these in great disorder,
and probably not belonging to their regular army.

They occasionally exhibited §n pantomimic ges-
ture the bravest of the brave, and intended us to
believe they were anxious for closer acquaintance.

The first brigade was formed of the 49th and 37th
regiments, with a detachment of Bengal volunteers;
the second of the royal and Madras artillery, sap-
pers and miners. The corps of seamen formed the
third brigade in the right column. The ordnance
was intended to consist of four twelve-pounder
howitzers; four nine-pounder field-guns; four five-
and-a-half-inch mortars; fifty-two thirty-two-pounder-
rockets, and two light six-pounders.
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they The left column consisted of the 18th royal Irish,
ined 26th Cameronians, a detachment of Madras ar-
take tillery engineers and sappers, with a six-pounder,
ndle and a five-and-a-half-inch mortar. The royal ar-
tillery had also their rocket-frames with nine-

staff, pounder rockets, as well as a few musket rockets.
nto Our progress was not rapid, as the lines of road
ader  / had to be examined before adopted, and guns were
low, but slowly advanced. = About nine o%]oe.kl_ we had
advanced to the first joss-house within reach of what
the were afterwards termed the seamen’s batteries,
anor Kung-kik-tai, or “ fortress of extreme protection,”
orce and here the rockets:were in excellent distance.
our The enemy threw the shot over our heads without
3 on injury to ouryparty, and their grape-shot constantly

‘the dropped amongst us, but without damage, being
der, merely spent balls.

. I found I had by some means distanced the Ge-
ges- neral and Sir Le Fleming, and a message from the

8 to General to the artillery, to direct the guns on a bat-
% tery to the left, was the first intimation that he
7th had taken a different route. We had no guns, but

8§ about this moment Lieut. Wood, of the Sulphur,
ap- | yreported to me that he had, ‘by the exertions of a
the detachment of the Sulphur’s crew,- brought up one
nce of the twelve-pounder howitzers and the nine-pounder
der field-piece was following. This gun whs immedi-
ve- ately turned over to Captain Anstruther, of the
ler- Madras artillery, who in a few minutes did good
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service, clearing the battery above us, as well as
completely fulfilling the General’s intentions.

About this moment, I observed the General, with
the 18th and 49th under Colonel Morris, as-
cending the hills in front. Thinking that the
enemy would, in all probability, retreat down the
gorge, I determined to make my advance to rejoin
by that route, and was moving forward, when Cap-
tain Elliot requested convoy, which was of course
granted. We very soon found that we had not

selected the best road for the safety of the plenipo-

tentiary, and under a general salute of every species
of arms from the whole face of Canton walls, we
reached our friends at the Hill Fort, Pou-kik-tai, or
“ Extreme Security,” without accident.

This work, a large square stone battery, having
embrasures on each side, and an interior turret
mounting nine guns, had always been one of my
principal objects in the survey of the river, and
therefore became doubly interesting. It is situated
on a very steep mound, overlooking the walls of
Canton, and within accurate musket shot, the space
between, forming a very deep natural ravine or ditch.
It is also within musket shot of the “Five-story
Pagoda.”

As the enemy continued to annoy us much from a
three-gun battery -immediately in front, I com-
menced upon them with two of their own six-pounder
guns, from the turret, and found them carry pretty
truly with Aalf charge of their own cartridges,—which

an
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are each about eighteen inches in length! But as
the balls from the gingals flew very thick, and Sir
Le Fleming thought that our men ought scarcely to
be risked for the damage that might be done to one
or two Chinese, the fire was discontinued.

.+ A small cohorn, under the direction of a young
officer of the Madras artillery, (just arrived in time
to share in the affair,) proved very effective ; his first
debut on service was to throw several shells very
beautifully ; the third blew up a large magazine, in
rear of our friend the three-gun battery, and for a
time reduced the annoyance from that quarter ; but
during the night they rested not.

At the same instant that the troops stormed their
forts, the blue-jacket division, under their worthy
leader Captain Bourchier, gallantly carried the two
batteries assigned to them, (Fortresses of Perpetual
Bliss, and Everlasting Security.) But they were less
fortunate in quarters, as being nearer the lines, and
quite unprotected, the enemy kept up a well-directed
fire upon one spot, of which they doubtless previously
knew the range. The six-pounder, under the com-
mand of the Hon. Lieutenant Spenser, R. A., was
sent to their assistance, and they managed to repay
their civilities ; not, however, before Lieutenant Fox
and Mr. Kendal, mate, both of H. M. S. Nimrod, had
each lost a leg, and several seamen were severely
wounded. The former expired shortly after the
operation of amputation above the wound.

Hardly had the  troops regained their wind,

VOL. IL 0
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(dreaming little of further operations,) when the
reserve was directed to - attack the entrenched
camp outside of the N. E. gate. As this position
was out of range from our battery, and the advance
exposed to the whole of that line of city wall, it was
at once pegceived that this was to be a lesson to the
Celestials how little we cared for them in the field.*

The enemy had taken up numerous scattered po-
sitions, with gingals placed in the paddy fields,
from which they could, almost unseen, or, as bad,
unnoticed, being in pairs only, completely gall the
advancing party. Those in the camp were waving
their banners, and inviting their opponents to ad-
vance, with every imaginable gesticulafion. At
double quick time, forward dashed our x‘ionds the
R0§al Irish, and in a few moments the theatricals
were ended. “ Sauve qui peut!” I suppose to have
been the order of the Chinese general, and most
obedient they proved. I do not believe an opponent
was found after the troops entered the encamp-
ment.

It was beautifully done, and beautifully followed
up; no confusion — no helter-skelter plundering,
which we had before been disgusted with ; but' the
troops were formed coolly int their new barrack-yard
pro tem., and parties were employed to execute the

duty{of' destruction. The customary trophies of

course were not left behind, and shortly, in the same

* It was generally remarked by the Chinese, that if they bnce
got us on terra firma, the chances®f war would be reversed.
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military s't;'lo, they quitted the demolished camp on
their return. All this we witnessed and enjoyed
from head-quarters.

On this duty, four officers and several men were
severely wounded. Colonel Morris, of the 49th,
commanded this service, and brought a%ay the gene-
ral’s horse, most magnificently caparisoned. Why
did not the general fly on his back? Probably they
make a point of leaving enough behind to rescue
their carcasses.

The enemy continued to worry us by their firing

N during the whole night, but without damage to any

Person ; but suddenly in the morning their fire slack-
O]\Qd, and at daylight had entirely ceased. The first
dos}\;toh from “the Blues” acquainted us with the
(l(\athwf Lieutenant Fox, who did not rally after
amputatier, ~

At the time these operations were going on, an
attack was made by a party at the beach, but was
repulsed by the seamen under the command of Mr.
Goss, acting master of the Sulphur, assisted by de-
tachments of marines, and troops.

I suspect the Chinese paid dearly for this freak.
As this disposition rendered the village behind the
temple too dangerous a redoubt in our rear, it was
directed to be destroyed.

On the morning of the 26th, it was eagerly ex-
pected that we should escalade the walls of Canton ;
but as it was deemed important to bring up further
supplies of rockets and carcasses, as well as ammuni-

0 2
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tion, a party was despatched for this purpose to the
Blenheim. Had it been possible to foresee events,
doubtless the British colours would have heen flying
on the walls at dawn.

In the afternoon a flag of truce was displayed on
the city walls, when I was deputed to accompany
Brigadier-General Burrell,  with Mr. Thom, inter-
preter, to ascertain the cause, and their object ; at
the same time to acquaint them * that no interview
would be granted but to their commander-in-chief, and
then outside the city walls, and further, that no terms
but those of submission would be listened to.” Time
was afforded them until half-past three, at which
period hostilities would be resumed. At the expira-

tion of that period no one came ; and at a later pe-

&

riod we would not listen to them.

Early on the morning of the 27th, the flag was

again (]isl)ﬁl)'('«l. as well as another of larger dimen-

sions. I was againsent up to the wall, with Captain
Gough, the General’s aide-de-camp ; there was much
repetition of yesterday’'s work, and nothing done.
Towards sunset a letter was presented, but as they
offered it for Captain Elliot, and he was on the se
side of Canton, they were desired to take it to the
ships of war.

" During the morning, the General and Sir Le Flem-
ing Senhouse held a parley, vnder the city wall, with
a red-buttoned and peacock-feathered mandarin, (who
stated himself to be the General,) but without effect,

although many compliments were exchanged. It
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will be seen by the following memorial to what pur-
pose this was converted.

Memorial from Yishan and his colleagues to the empe-
ror, concerning the capture of the forts and height
above Canton.

“This day, the 14th day of the fourth moon, (3rd
June, 1841,) we, the great rebel-quelling General
Yishan, and flle Lieutenant-Generals Lungwan and
Yangfang, respectfully take all the facts relating to
the English foreigners making an attack on the pro-
vincial city with their ships, and that we exerted
ourselves to the utmost, leading on our soldiers to
defend the same, which happily bas escaped without
much damage : and after considering the whole state
of affairs, how that we have adopted certain tempo-
rdry measures, suited to the exigencies of the case
and having for their object, our being able in future
to maintain the place: all these facts we now re-
spectfully embody in the present memorial, looking
upwards, and hoping that it will obtain a sacred
glance. Your slaves already, on the sixth day of the
present moon, (28th May, 1541,) took all the details
of what had occurred up to that date, and duly for-
warded them as recorded.

“The city of Canton stands at the foot of a hill called
Kwangin Shan, while its front extends to the banks
of the great river. To the north-west is the depart-

ment of Shaonking-foo, and to the north are the les-
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ser districts of Nanheung Chori, Leénchow, &ec., &c.,
all of whose merchants and travellers come to the
provincial city by several branches of the river, which
passes by Fatee, and afterward mingle their waters
with the great ocean.

“ From the time that the foreign ships forced their
way into the provincial river, they stationed a
great many vessels, (at the most important points,)
and thus grasped the very throat and windpipe of
our communication. The eastern branch by Leétein,
(neighbourhood of Howqua’s Folly,) and the western
branch by Taou Hwang Kaou, (Macao passage,) both
communicate with Whampoa, and thence to Bocca
Tigris: there are many arms of the sea flowing in
different directions : the creeks, iill'rijfts, and outlets,
most multifarious ; during the ﬂod!ds, the whole
country is under water, and there is no important
pass where a garrison might be placed for defence.
Moreover, the fields are cramped and narrow ; it is
not easy to find a place to pitch a camp; the hills on
the north command the city, so that oné may look
down and see everything going on within; and the
foreigners were constantly in the habit of prying and
spying ; forsooth it was no easy matter to prevent
them.

“Having previously prepared our means of attack by
fireat Neishing, fifteen leaguesfrom the city, in which we
used rafts of wood floated down from Kwangse, and
quantities of paddystraw brought from Kinshan, and

other places in the lesser districts of Sanshway, we




[1841.

», &e.,
to the
which

waters

| their
1ed a
oints,)
ipe of
»étein,
estern
) both
Bocea
ing in
atlets,
whole
rtant
‘ence.
y it s
lls on
' look
d the
g and

revent

ck by
ch we
y and
, and

v, we

1841.] TO THE EMPEROR. 199

despatchedseveral special messengers, in order to have
them bound and properly placed, (to drift on the
foreign ships.) But these said foreigners, having
found out, for the second time, that our fire-rafts
were about ready, drew the sword, and commenced
the war from the first of the moon. The rebels
sent thieir ships’ boats* secretly to sound and get in-
formation, but they were beaten back by the officers
and soldiers of the garrison, who opened upon them
a fire of great guns and matchlocks. So it was
until the fifth day, (Tuesday, 25th May,) when thirty-
eight sail of foreign ships rushed up in a body and
attacked the ecity; and at the same time, (another
body of the rebels) proceeded in steamboats to Nei-
shing, and opened their fire upon it. A number of
native traitors, dressed like sailors, in the confusion,
got into our ships, which were filled with paddy
straw, and set fire to them right and left, and
burned the greater part of the fuel in the rear of our
troops. These native traitors then swam on shore,
and proceeded by land to our rear, and thus Neishing,
being simultaneously attacked on three points, could
hold out no longer.

“ At this time, the river being blocked up (by the
enemy), there were no means of forwarding any com-
munication; those who hurried onwards to work the
guns had no way of getting there;and those who had
previously gone to hasten the arrivgl (of other guns),
had no way of getting them transported to the city.

* Were these the Sulphur’s boats ?




200 MEMORIAL OF YISHAX [1841.

“ Asregards stores for the soldiers, though we had
abundance of corn heaped up in our granaries, which

we could have ground at any time, yet the food and

rice of the common people is all brought fm"thc

country round about : thus, in making a stout defence
of the city, the merchant could neyer dispose of his
wares; and what would be worse,'the people could
not without difficulty procure their daily food. Add
to this, that the roar of the ¢annon was unceasing, the
people of the new city, (south side,) one following
he example of the other, all moved into the old city,
(north side,) and there they had a struggle. Such a
state of things could not last long before the supply
would become exhausted, and then the anger of the
multitude would be quite irrepressible ! - We humbly
think that the important post of the provineial city
concerns the whole province; should it be lost by
any remissness, then the thieves and vagabonds of
every district would avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity, and rise in swarms like so many wasps!
Moreover, an organized army (though dishanded)
may be reassembled ; in marching troops through the
country, numerous opportunities present themselves
for selecting important passes, and engaging the
enemy at advantage: but there is no principle by
which we may abandon the provincial city to its
fate; if the city hold out, or if it be lost, and for us
to perish along with it, does not appear to be the
plan best suited to the welfare of the country! We

your slaves have again reflected on all the circum-
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stances| of the case; and are compelled to confess
that wd found ourselves at our wit's end.

“ Having previously examined the site of the city,
and found that the forts on the north were small and
cramped in their construction, and could not contain
many soldiers, we could only select our best troops,

and station them on the northern quarter, placing

“some guns there, that they might make a stout de-

fence. Thus they waited until the foreigners, having
landed from -their ships at Neishing, were pushing
straight forward to the north side of the city, when
our men opened a thundering fire, and killed more
than ten of the foreign rebels, and upwards of a
hundred of the native traitors. The said foreigners
upon this retired to the heights above the town, and
the forts remained in their possession; it being now
dark, we drew off our troops within the city. Thus
matters went on till the seventh day of the moon
(Thursday, 27th May,) when the whole of the inhabi-
tants of the city came rushing in crowds, and pre-
sented petitions, begging afd praying that we would
take measures to save their lives, and at the same
time the soldiers on duty at the embrasures reported
that they had seen the foreigners beckoning with
their hands towards the city, as if they had something
tocommunicate.* W ethereuponimmediately ordered.

* All this is founded on the nrotice taken of the flag of truce,
and proves the wiliness of these people. Formerly the flag

was fired on; vet now they have ascertained its power to suspend
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the brigadier Heung Say-shing, to mount the city
wall, and look. He saw several ¢ barbarian eyes,’*
pointing to heaven and earth, but could not make
out what they said. He forthwith called a linguist,
to inquire what they wanted, when it appears they
said that they begged the great general to come
out, as they had some hardships to complain of to
him; upon this, the commanding officer, (or tsang-
ping,) Twan Yangfuh, said to them in an angry tone,

‘ How can the great general of the celestial dynasty

come out to see such as you? He has come here by
commard of the great emperor, and he knows
nothing more about you thgn to fight with you!’
Upon this the said barbarians/ took off their hats and
made a bow; then they seat away the people who
were about them, and castifg their weapons on the
ground, performed an obemksance towards the city
wall. Twan Yangfuh,—having previously got per-
mission from us your slaves to do so,—then asked
them what grievances they had to complain of, which
caused them to resist the forces of th&”central land,
and conduct themselves so madly and rebelliously on
many occasions. They, in course, replied that they,

operations until it suits their purpose to renew hostilities ; and
they do not admit in any shape in their memorial that it was
displayed on either side. The taking off the hat, which the
general did in courtesy, as a salutation, when he was apprized
that Yang was the person speaking from the walls, has been
prettily twisted.

* High characters.
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the English, could not carry on their trade, that their
goods were notbeing consumed, that their capital was
wasting away, and that their debts were not being re-
paid them: and that as both parties were firing off
their great guns on the side of the new city, they had
no means of making a communication there, and
therefore they had come to this side] to beg the
chief general that he would implore the great em-
peror in their behalf, that he would have mercy
upon them, and cause their debts to be repaid them,
and graciously permit them to carry on their com
merce, when they would immediately withdraw their
ships from the Bocea Tigris, and deliver up all the
forts they had taken, and nc\"z\i dare again to raise
any disturbance, and other words to that effect.
And at the same time all the Hong merchants
handed in a petition, stating that ‘the whole body
of the foreign merchants had authorized them to
say for them, that they wanted to carry on trade
as before,™ and to have the debts cleared off which
have been owing to them for many years, when they
would immediately take all their ships of war, and
withdraw them beyond the Bocea Tigris, &e.  Your
slaves, having taken an enlarged view of the ques-
tion, and duly weighed and deliberated thereon,
came to‘the conclusion that, the defences of the
Bocea Tigris being V:Llrv:ul_v lost, those within, and
those without had alike no place of strength to de-
pend upon, and it would be better to grant their

* The old story against Captain Elliet.
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terms, and thus save the city from its periloussituation,
and reanimate the drooping spirit of its inhabitants,
rather than continue a struggle which was jeopardiz-
ing the many millions of lives of the whole province,
and which might not have a successful result after
all.  On summing up the pecuniary resources of
the single province of Canton, we find that its cus-
tom-house duties and land-taxes do not yield less
than three-millions of taels annually; and if we
could only get these foreign claims cleared off, in
the course of a few years the province would  re-
cover itself; whereas, if we sit idly waiting for a
long time, perhaps some unlooked for calamity may
overtake us, when not only will it be impossible for
the province to recover itself, but it will be involved
in vast expense, thrown into utter confusion, and
the common people of the land, who are the very
essence of the land itself, should they meet the poi-
sonous influence (of a foreign war), the consequences
might be very grave indeed. Therefore, it was that

after maturely deliberating tog('tiu-r, we despatched
the Quang-chow-foo, Ya Paoushun to do the best he
could, and, in accordance with the request of the
merchants, to grant for the time being the favour

of carrying on commercial relations to all countries
on the same footing ; thus viewing the recovery of
the people from their state of destitution as the ob-
Ject of primary importance.

“Comnterce is to these said foreigners the very

artery of life.  Let us wait quietly till the foreign
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ships of war have retired, and the native traitors
are dispersed, when, beginning with the river in
front of the city, and continuing the work down to
the Bocca Tigris itself, at every important pass we
shall block up the course of the river with piles of
stones, and there erect forts and place guns® and
fhus, having secured the door of entrance, we shall
have ample means to oppose their progress, and
maintain our defences. And finally, having thus
our gripe on their thrapple, should they ever dare
again to give rein to their outrageous conduct, we
can in a moment stop their commerce : this, then,
is a mode of governing them which is always in
our hands. These facts relating to the late attack
on this city, and the temporary expedient which we
have adopted in the exigencies of the case, we nd
respectfully unite with the other memorials which
we have sent up successively, and humbly hope that
a holy glance may be cast upon them, and the sacred
will in course manifested.”

In the terms agreed upon, it was fully understood -
that the city was spared : and that until the general
ql}estinn, of the demands made byour Government on
the Court of Pekin was fully settled, any attempt
to re-arm would be considered an act of hostility,
and meet with immediate punishment. Yet they
have fully carried out the first part of their threat,
and very shortly will prevent shipping coming above
the second bar. It has now but four fathoms at high
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water, and the channel can very easily be blocked,
as the water has free escape westerly by the base of

the second bar pagoda.

SUPPLEMENTARY MEMORIAL TO THE PRECEDING.

“Further, your slaves, Yishan, Lungwan, and
Yangfang, received your sacred Majesty’s special
commands to lead a body of troops to Canton, to
attack and exterminate the English rebels: and
your slaves Ahtsingal, (the Tartar general of
the garrison,) Ke Kung, (the viceroy,) Eleang, (the
lieutenant-governor,) and Yusoy, (the too-tung or
Tartar lieutenant-general,) had alike with us a
share of the responsibility of holding out the pro-
vineial city; there was not a day that we did not
consider how we might massacre utterly this hateful
brood, thereby manifesting the majesty of heaven,

(i. e.-China,) and gladdening the hearts of men. How

then should we dare to act (apparently) in opposition
to such sentiments, and bring forward plans for tem-
porary expedients? Alas! this arose wholly from
the necessity of our position; we could not possibly
help it. And we cannot do otherwise than lay
before the holy lord the feelings of bitterness that
now swell our bosoms.

“There are eight serious difficulties in the way
of defending the city of Canton from attack, which
your slave Yangfang, on a previous occasion, laid
before your Majesty in a secret memorial ; and
when we, your slaves Yihshan and Lungwan, arrived
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afterwards in Kwanghing, we found that on the
right side and on the left, the throats of our com-
munications were already in the hands of the enemy.

“On going up the stream of time, we find that
Canton has carried on commercial intercourse with
all foreign countries for about two hundred years.
The natives of Canton most thoroughly know the
dispositions of the foreigners and their likings; the
people who dwell on the coast, such as the fisher-
men, and the boat people, those who constantly
come and go with the tide through our military
stations, are all in league with them, and understand
their language ; these are greedy after gain and fond
of strife. Love of country (of the Natale Solum)
hangs loosely about them; therefore it is that
the foreigners do not grudge expense to get them
into their employment, and consequently their
hearts are turned against their masters, while they
are dead to us; they obey their foreign masters in
all things, they convey the most secret intelligence,
and there is nothing, in short, that they may not be
induced to do! Although we have already caught
several, and immediately executed them, yet the
traces of others being obliterated in a great com-
mercial vortex like this, there is really no way of
distinguishing them. A still worse feaMre is, that
there are those who- falsely make soldiers’ dresses,
and imitate the badges, and enter our ranks as if
they were going to battle. These perhaps run away

at the first onset,  (to spread a panic among our
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men,) or they attack and wound our officers and
soldiers!  Their villanies are quite innumerable;
so much so, that many of them are pgsitive spies in
our very camp! In this late affair we secretly
caught several, and after decapitating them, we
exposed their heads to the people by way of warning.

“On a previous occasion, your majesty’s slave
Eleing, during the second moon, (i. e. after the fall
of the Bogue,) had proclamations cut out and
printed, in which he assured them, that what was
past and gone, would be pardoned, and promised
them wealth and honours if they would reform and
exert themselves. Your slaves also again and a
third time issued proclamations, exhorting them to
renovate themselves, and promising most handsome

rewards, and yet those of them who returned to

their allegiance were few indeed.

“ Again, our great guns by sea and land being
already lost, and we having no others to replace
them, our vessels of war being without sailors to
man them, our land troops, whenever they approached
the bank of the river to repel the enemy, being
met by the fire of the foreigners, which was fierce
in the extreme, those defences which we (lvp(‘n(l(-zﬁ,

i
upon, such as mounds of earth, sand bags, cottods)

waste, and cowhides, though built up more than a
chang (three yards) thick, being shot through, our
soldiers had not a spot left them where they could
set their foot. Now, although the seventeen thou-
sand and odd troops of the imperial army who have
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been appointed to defend this ‘post, possess officers
who have had long experience in the army, and
both they and the common men most nobly risked
their lives, yet, alas! the ground in the neighbour-
hood of Canton is not fitted for giving battle: it is
difficult there to pitch so much as a camp, and what
between the hoat} and the moisttye, if (troops) re-
main  there long, they are sure ‘to have a deal of
sickness ; putting out of view those we left in gar-
rison at Fatshan and Shihmun, of the rest we can
only use some seven or eight out of every ten. And
upon this occasion, when the foreign ships advanced
in a long unbroken line, and attacked the city, our
officers and people, though they exerted themselves
most valiantly, and quite regardless of their per-
sonal safety, struggled hard with them for several
days and nights; yet, alas! the native traitors, fan-
ning and inflaming the minds of people on one hand,
while on the other the foreign banditti, having ef-
fected a landing on the southern side, and having
in their possession all the roads and heights north of
the city, whence they looked down upon us, the
whole provincial city was before their eyes, and the
danger was indeed most imminent !

“We your slaves, having been fed and reared by
the bounty of your majesty, and having further re-
ceived your majesty’s commands to proceed hither
for the defence of the frontier, what need there for
the slightest commiseration should our single lives
be lost, (inethe discharge of our duty;) but remem-

VOL. IL r
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bering that within this city are several millions of
lives, what evil have they done that they should Pe
exposed to this poisonous influence, (i. e. the horrbrs
of war)? Moreover, a provircial city is a most im-
portant position ! in it are all the granaries, trea-
sures, and state prisons, (of the whole province,) and
these are of the utmost consequence to us! Should
such an important position once be lost through
remissness, difficult would it be to recover it; in the
meantime, our native banditti onld avail them-
selves of the opportunity, and start up in every
direction, and the entire prm‘rincc would be thrown
into commotion; a contingency which one cannot
bear to contemplate.

“To sum up the whole, it being impossible, to
all appearances, that we could have held out the

city much longer, and the consternation of the peo-

ple increasing every day, the inhabitants came one
on the heels of another, and ‘with much weeping
and wailing, begged that we would take measures
to save their lives. We, your slaves, thought over
the subject a third and fourth time, and we came
to the conclusion, that, if we did not make some
temporary arrangement, matters were likely to get
ten times worse than they were, and so, in like
proportion, should' we find it difficult to exculpate
ourselves from our increase of crime. If, however,
before making these arrangements, we had not laid
a statement before your majesty, and waited the
imperial pleasure before presuming to act, we beg to
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assure your majesty, that it was owing to the ex-
treme urgency of the case, which would not admit
of any .delay. We humbly donfess that we have
erred and blundered in every particular, so that had
we a hundred mouths, we could not pleadgexemp-
tion from the consequences of our grievous crimes.
We therefore beg an imperial decree that we be
handed over to the board of punishment to be most
severely dealt with.”

SECOND SUPPLEMENTARY MEMORIAL TO THE PRE-
CEDING.

“ And farther, Canton has held commercial inter-
course with all foreign countries for about two hun-
dred years, and our Hong merchants, having had
dealings with the foreign merchants for such a
length of time, the debts which the former owe to
the latter have in consequence become very large.
On various occasions the foreignets have petitioned
that these might be repaid, and the different Hoppos

\ have always at the time deprived those Hong mer-

‘chants who were most deeply indebted, of their
office, and cast them into prison, apportioning the
claims to be paid back by the other Hong merchants
in instalments, as is duly recorded. Such has
hitherto been the mode of procedure.

“ Now, however, the original Hong merchant
Woo Pingkeen (old Howqua) and others, have peti-
tioned, setting forth, that °formerly, when the
English carried on trade, we (the Hong merchants)
P 2
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owed them accumulated sums ; and although it had
been. fully understood and agreed upon, that we
were to pay them by instalments in a certain num-
ber of years, yet the English trade ha¥ing .been

stopped since the year 1839 up to the present mo-
ment, we have never been able to clear off thq,‘debt.
Now, having received your excellency’s cgmr\t\ands
to examine how we may most speedily clear off these

accounts, how dare we, under such circumstances,
procrastinate in the slightest or make vain excuses?
Besides our own ways and means, when strained to
the very uttermost, we are still in arrears two mil-
lions eight hundred thousand taels; and as matters
are very urgent, and the different tea and silk meg-
chants have all gone away for a time, we have really
no way of borrowing the money; weé can only beg
that your excellencies will be graciously pleased to
lend us the said sum of two millions eight hun-
dred thousand taels, out of the monies in the public
treasury, with which we shall clear off these foreign
claims; and we, the Hong merchants, shall lay aside
the consoo fund arising from our respective shares
of foreign trade, and pay the same back by instal-
ments in the course of four years; and words to
that effect.

“ Your slaves deliberated upon the matter a third
and fourth time, and it appeared to us, that, though
this is merely a debt of the Hong merchants, yet at
the present moment it.is ultimately bound up with
the question at issue with the foreigners: and
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should we make the slightest mistake, (in refusing
the request,) ft might lead to the most fatal conse-
quences. So we judged it best to acquiesce, and
send the Hong merchants the sum required, to be
repaid by instalments within the time agreed upon;
and we conceive that we have good security for the
ultimate recovery of the same. Therefore, without
making further excuses for our own folly and rash-
ness, we now beg to acquaint your majesty with the
circumstance, having previously paid over the said
sum to the Hong merchants. These claims being
now liquidated, surely the said foreigners can have
no further excuse to raise disturbances.’

“ Besides having duly advised the board of revenue,
your slaves now humbly hand up this supplement for
imperial inspection. A duly prepared memorial.”

The Chinese language is said to abound in beauti-
ful expressions—that its words indeed are complete

(f)ictures, all the characters composing their letters be-

ng typical. I cannot say quite so much for these
lranslations, although T feel quite satisfied that none
of the bombastic or illsultillg expressions have been
allowed to escape.

Preparations having been completed this even-
ing, the requisite orders for storming at dawn, and
subsequently at seven a.M. the following day, were
issued.

At dawn, the ominous white flag was again dis-
played, and for sqme hours there had been repeated
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cries of ljllliot, Elliot!” as if he had been their pro-

tecting joss.

The truth immediately flashed on me, and I com-
municated my suspicions to our chiefs. They would
not for an instant admit such an improbable idea ;
but I pointed to an officer, at that moment ad-
vancing towards head-quarters, and observed, “ That
officer is the bearer of our destiny.”

It was too true; the officer had lost himself since
ten the preceding evening, and roughed it out in the
paddy fields. The despatch was read: dead silence
prevailed until it was handed to Sir Le Fleming
Senhouse, who immediately said, “ I protest against
it!” The chiefs then retired to their quarters, to
deliberate on their replies. Hostilities were sus-
pended, a sentinel posted on the hill where the
general received the despatch, and the flag of truce
was planted. The spot is well known as “ Truce
Hill.”

The letters of our chiefs were despatched to Cap-
tain Elliot, but about two that afternoon he arrived
at the camp.

Sir Le Fleming now lost his spirits, which before
were at their highest pitch, and returned to the
Blenheim, leaving me at head-quarters. He offered
me the charge of the despatches, as the senior com-

mander, but ab the same time pressed the importanc#

of our aid at Amoy ; I therefore resigned in favour
of Captain Barlow, of the Nimrod. The terms of
the treaty are too well known to need repetition.
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At eleven on Sunday the 30th, as we were rest-
ing quietly in our quarters, the muster was sounded.
All were instantly in motion. The Chinese were

‘noticed advancing from the villages in the N. W.

quarter, with banners, shields, and the customary
arms of the fishermen and crews of the fast boats.
The 26th were advanced on the left, 37th N. L
centre, and 49th kept the heights, edging up the
valley.

Theheat was exceedingly oppressive, and before we
had proceeded far, both the general and the quarter-
master general (Major Beecher) were much incon-
venienced by it. The generhl, however, instantly
recovered, but Major Beecher was still weak, when
they moved forward to a rising ground in the cen-
tre of the valley, on reaching which Major Beecher
fell, and expired, from an attack of apoplexy.

A detachment of the 26th, which I joined with
my boats’ crew, advanced on, and set fire to their
advanced post, qonsisting of two houses in the flat
of the paddy fields. It had evidently been occupied
as a barrack, as it contained numerous stools and
tables. On searching, I could find nothing but two
immense coffins, one at each end of the larger
house, in cells apparently constructed for them. They
were four times the usual size of Chinese coffins,
which are generally three feet square.

The troops moved off, leaving us to set fire to
these houses, which was done effectually; and Jjust
at the moment of reaching the general, two heavy
explosions followed.
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These coffins, I am satisfied, contained gunpowder,
as the flames were too fierce in all other parts of the
houses for it to have escaped an earlier explosion.

The weather, which had been for some time
threatening, terminated in heavy rain, quite a deluge.
About this time, Captain Knowles, R. A., dropped
several rockets very prettily amongst the thickest
part of a line of the enemy advancing, and these were
followed up by the 26th Cameronians on the left, who
pursued them from hill to hill until they reached their
village. Here their powder became damp, and their
fire-arms were of little use.; they used their bayonets,
however, to some purpose, although opposed to the
eighteen feet spears of the enemy. One serjeant was
shot, and several of the detachment wounded.

A spirited young fellow, belonging .to one of the
opium vessels, (Mr. Georges,) behaved well in this
affair, bringing off the serjeant’s arms and uniform,
to prevent their falling into the hands of the Chi-
nese.

The 37th, on the right, chased the enemy too far,
and having separated, lost one company.

This was not made known until reaching head-
quarters, when a detachment of marmes, with dry
percussion arms, were sent to discover them. At
this time the floods had obliterated the paths, and we
could barely find our way by daylight. Yet the jolly
Royal Marines were successful, and found their friends
in square, in the middle of a paddy field, pecked at

by the Chinese spears, and nearly overpowered by
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numbers. It is superfluous to tell the tale; it may B
readily be guessed. They brought their friends
home, and “ spoiled entirely many celestials.” So [

well did the Chinese understand - the use of the
firelock, that one of them snatched one from a
soldier, wiped the pan and fresh primed it, and ap-
plying his own match, shot the officer (Berkeley)
through the arm. ' A

This act of the marines| deserved especial notice.
It exhibited more coolness, courage, and judgment,
than any advance by day against any odds.

The general, aceompanied by Captain Elliot, met f
the Chinese rebel-quelling General Yang, apd the
Quang-chow-foo, in the hollow between the walls
and the quarters, and had a long conversdtion re-
specting the withdrawal of the troops, &€. Hardly
had they quitted before the Chinese again advanced in
the vallt?', in number about thirteen thousand. Asit
was useless to trifle longer, and we would be-infinitely
more secure within the walls of Canton, the general ap-
prized the Chinese authorities that if any further
display, took place, he should consider the truce
broken, gnd he must adopt measures for taking pos-
session of the city. This alarmed them considerably,
and special officers were instantly sent to the tur-
bulent peasantry, to order them to retire. Their ‘
obedience appeared for some time doubtful ; the |
nine-pounder was ordered into position, and rockets 14
prepared, to give them a warning dose ; but they
prudently ‘retired. One turbulent leader was dis-

\
\

\
\

)
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9
posed to re-light the torch of war, and how anxi-
ously did some of thq spectators look to the result !

Five millions having been embarked, and security
obtained forythe remainder, the force was ordered
for embarkationon the morrow, the Chinese pro-
viding the necessary coolies for the conveyance of
the heavy stores. I had been suffering some days
from an injury on my leg, and the wetting of the
30th had increased my illness, so as to require
bearers to convey me down. It was material that
I should be at the beach for many urgent reasous,
but particularly to give the list of the boats in their
order for embarkation, my former coadjutor, Major
Beecher, having died, and Captain Bourchier being
in command of his division.

On reaching the Sulphur, I met Sir Le Fleming,
who directed me to remain quiet until his return.
This was about four o’clock, when I was considerably
worse. He was very anxious that I should get down
to pilot the Blenheim out ; and sent Nemesis to tow
me. As I was too unwell, I despatched Lieutenant
Kellett to perform this duty. The troops were duly
embarked, ahd Sulphur moved down. I was too ill
to keep the deck, and without her pilot she was
several times grounded.

At length we reached the Blenheim, off Tiger
Island, on the 8th. I was in my cot, frequently
delirious, and Sir Le Fleming too ill to call upon
me. Alas! we never met again! By his late clerk
he sent me a confidential order to refit immediately
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anxi- for Amoy ; and on the 10th I found myself at Hong-
sult ! . kong. ~

eurity . On the morning of the 13th I was sufficiently
dered ~ well to enjoy the view from my cot, and had my
3 pro- port removed, to watch the Blenheim come to an-
ice of B[ chor. I had scrawled a few words to Sir Le Flem-

days ) ing, and just entrusted them to my purser (his late

f the clerk) ‘to deliver. As she anchéred, I perceived
quire signals flying, and his engign dropped. I had been

that previously apprized that hh was very il}(’aml the pain-
18008, ful truth at on¢e became apparent. /

their Shortly afterwards my kind friend Captain Bour-
Lajor chier called on me, and related to me the melan-
»eing choly details, and it was gratifying to me to learn
that he maintained, to the last moment, that devo-
ning, tion to his profession for which I had so much ad-
turn. mired him.
-ably This was the severest loss we had hitherto sus-
lown tained. Had Sir Fleming lived, I am confidenf

tow that the losses of men, officers, and wear of squadron,
nant would have been much lessenéd, and our next de-
duly spatches would have been dated from Amoy or
o ill . Ningpo. His last words at parting with me on the
was _ 1st June were, “ Lose no time in getting down and
refitting. I shall send you and Starling to remain
iger , 7 at Amoy with one of the sloops. We shall shortly
ntly be with you.” !
pon It was the wish of Sir Le Fleming Senhouse to

lerk be interred at Macao, and he was accordingly con-

tely veyed thither in the Nemesis, and buried with full
’
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military honours, in the presence of all the captains
and officers of the squadron who could attend. A
handsome monument has been raised by the officers
of the combined forces, in testimony of their respect
and admiration.

Our refit proceeded but slowly; the sick list in-
creased rapidly, and in a very short period we had
no less than fifty-two incapable of performing duty.
The squadron were now so much reduced by sick-
ness, that all idea of moving was at an end; and
the daily interment of troops and seamen was any-
thing but cheering to us poor invalids.

Oh the 18th, the commodore returned to Macao
in the Queen steamer, and having been appointed
joint plenipotentiary with Captain Elliot, this was
officially promulgated on the 22nd.

Various rumours of movements to the north were

afloat, and doubtless any active service in a cooler

climate would have lessened the mortality. I am
confident, therefore, that cruizing would have checked
the sickness. It is well known that in cases of
cholera occurring in vessels going before the wind, it
has been checked by hauling to the wind, and simi-
lar cases of yellow fever have been noticed. It is
probable that the stagnant calms of Hong-kong ac-
celerated the mortality.

On the evening of the 20th, at the moment that
we were engaged making preparations for the ex-
pected typhoon, by getting on board a new anchor
and chain cable, it was thought that we were too
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near the Blenhoim,/tué a party of bands from that
vessel was sent to assist in removing us.

The gale increased rapidly from E. S, E. to E.
N. E., and about daylight I was informed that we
had driven into the hawse of the Charles Grant, a large
fourteen-hundred-ton Indiaman. Being . too ill to
trust myself on deck, I could only command from
the cabin. By breaking her sheer, and sudden
veering, we managed to. drive clear of her hawse,
when a third anchor was let go, the best bower
having at the same moment parted.

She' continued to drift towards a rocky islet
known as Green Island, and by the glimpses we
occasionally had of the land, we were not far from it.
Our last anchor, and new cable, alone held us. At
this time the gale was at its height, and the sea
clearing everything before it~—over all, and- through
the hawse=holes, compelling us to batten down,

With the danger under our stern, I was asked to
cut aWay the masts. But as I considered that the
bow guns and foremast ‘would lighten her suffici-
ently, orders were given to throw the former over,
and after clearing away the rigging, to watch the op-
portunity of cutting away the stay on the roll to
starboard. “I.‘hese orders were not ‘attended to;
every one commenced cutting where he thought
best, and the result was, that we lost all our masts,
by the foremast falling in board, and the mainstay
having been cut. The ship immediately felt -the
relief. '
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As the gale abated, that- morning, we perceived
that we were too close @ Green Island ledge, and
that much damage had been sustained by the fleet.

Some of the merchantmen were totally lost,
transports, &ec., stranded, and several in the same
plight as ourselves. The Royalist, our newly pur-
chased barq(qez (of war,) had lost all her masts, and
the Starling was missing.

About eight, I perceived, through my cabin win-
dows, signals of distress on the island of Wanchow,
and sent a boat to the Cruizer, to request their assist-
ance, our working boats having been put Aors de
combat. About noon, the Atalanta and Nemesis
were despatched to look after missing vessels and
bring off their crews. Our anxiety became very
great for our consort, the Starling, and every eye
was strained during the day to discover her. Seve-
ral times fancy had deceived us so far that we had
made out her wreck, tents, &c., on the beach. At
length a schooner was seen coming through the
Cap-sing-moon, and, to our great, relief, the Starling
showed her number.

On Kellett rejoining, I found that, she had parted,
run through the Cap-sing-moon, made her guns fast
to the cable, and rode it out under the lee of the high
land.

Hardly had our fears been relieved upon this point,
when we noticed an unusual movement amongst the
steamers and corvettes, &c., and soon learnt that

the Louisa, having on board the two plenipotentiaries,
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had quitted Macao in company with the Hebe, on the
night of the 20th, to return to Hong-kong, and had
not since been heard of. The Hebe had been dis-
masted and returned to Macao, and the officers came
over in another vessel.

A little exertion, I imagined, might benefit me; I
therefore went on board the. Blenheim, to Captain
Herbert, to offer my services in one of the steamers,
when I learned that they had been wrecked on one
of the southern islands, but for a ransom of three
thousand dollars had been safely landed at Macao.
As removal to Macao would benefit the crew, by
sending them to hospital, the Atalanta was directed
to take us in tow immediately, and assist us into the
Tepa.

We quitted Hong-kong about noon, and reached
the mouth of the Tepa at eight that evening, when
the steamer having grounded, compelled us to anchor
for the night. Here we were just in our own
draught, two and a half fathoms over soft mud.
Another typhoon came on, but did us no damage.
We were not more than a cable length from ugly
rocks astern, but I ha(cl?‘great faith in our new anchor
and cable, and had lashed two anchors together to
remedy that lost; in addition to which we had no
top hamper to bring any strain on them.

On the 27th we warped to our anchorage, and I
then paid my respects to the plenipotentiaries at
Macao, and heard the history of_their sufferings.
Their treatment by the Chinese wa$, as usual, bar-
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barous in the extreme. It appears that, shortly after
landing from the wreck, they were providentially
recognized by a boatman belonging to Macao, who
took them under his protection () On opening the
village, the usual ery of “ Fanqui! Fanqui!” was set
up, and the men rushed forth with threatening ges-
tures, armed with bill-hooks. The guide, however,
soon explained matters, and they were allowed to
move forward. At length they commenced rifling
the party, and as some oposition was offered, bill-
hooks were raised, and the commodore and one of
his attendants were knocked down, and stripped.
Resistance was vain. At length they were housed
for the night, and Captain Elliot agreed to give the
boatman two thousand dollars to land them at
Macao.

A Chinese vessel had been wrecked ahout the
same time, and all the crew were destroyed, and
their bodies frightfully lacerated. This raised a sus-
picion that they had not met fair play. It was not
without the greatest difficulty that they could be
appeased, and had it not %for their friend the

boatman, they would inevit: 1ave been sacrificed,

as the people frequesitly returned to the subject, and
went through the motions of sharpening their knives,
and making signs of cutting their throats. This
doubtless was in aid of the demand for the aqther
thousand dollars, which sum was eventually agreed

on.
They were to depart in two boats, at daylight on
10




[1841.

y after
antially
10, who
ng the
vas set
ng ges-
wever,
wved to
rifling
d, hill-
one of
ripped.
housed
ive the
pm  at

ut the
d, and
a sus-
ras not
nld be
nd the
rificed,
ot, and
cnives,

This
ather
agreed

ght on

1841.] NARROW ESCAPE. 225

the 23rd, and but two in each boat ; the remainder
were to be sent for on their reaching Macao. One
hundred dollars was also demanded for each of the
boats. Further extortionate demands were made,
until at length, as they put to sea, their demands
increased to two hundred.

On their passage they were suddenly concealed,
and a mandarin boat passing close alongside, asked
several questions, and passed on. What an escape !
What a prize they lost ! Shortly after having opened
Macao, they met a Portugese Lorcha, and eager to be
relieved from further durance, sprung up and waved
to them. Those in the Lorcha, alarmed, and mis-
taking them for pirates, drew up under arms. How-
ever, they soon explained matters, and were carried
into the inner harbour, where they landed at the
Bar Fort. ,

Captain Elliot wore a Manila hat, a jacket, no
shirt, a pair of striped trousers, and shoes.

The commandant of the fort wished to turn out
the guard for the commodore, but this was dispensed
with. They were soon in better quarters, and bet-
ter rigged, enjoying a comfortable meal. What myst
have been the state of poor Mrs. E., who must have
given up her husband as lost !

Strange adventures seldom happen singly. During
the moment of my visit to the plenipotentiaries, :
card was brought up to Captain Elliot, and the ser-
vant wished to know if the person could be received.
This was no other than a brother of Captain Elliot’s,

VOL. TI. Q
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who, being botnd to Singapore, from Sydney, New
South Wales, had been compelled to put into China,
and had passed them in their passage from the
island.

We found it quite impossible to obtain masts at
Macao, but fortunately Captain Kellett was able to
purchase a fore and main-mast from one of the
wrecked vessels for. seven hundred dollars, and the
stumps of our old foremast served to tongue the
mizen-mast. A party of Chinese artificers were en-
gaged, and we very shortly had a small dockyard in
full energy, on one of the reaches within pistol-shot
of our anchorage.

The Chinese are excellent workmen, but are
not so expert (when hired) as Europeans. When
compelled by their authorities to work for go-
vernment, they can even .astonish ws. But
nothing will induce them to move out of their
established routine, or work beyond the hours of
six A. M. and p. M., and during these nominal twelve
hours, not six hours’ work is performed. Our progress,
therefore, was tediously protracted; and although
my recovery chiefly depended on remaining quiet at
Macao, I found my presence necessary during the
greater part of the day in the Typa.
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CHAPTER VIL

Arrival of Admiral Sir W. Parker and Sir H. Pottinger— Distri-
bution of the force—The Chinese re-fortify the Canton river—
Sulphur detained at Macao—Arms clandestinely supplied to
the Chinese—Madagascar steam-vessel wrecked—Feelings  to-
wards the English — Various boats in use — Quit the China
waters—Return to Singapore— Climate—Geology —Malacea
— Pinang— A cheen—Malays—Conduct of the Sultan—Obser-

vations.
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CHAPTER VIL

ON the morning of the 10th, the Hon. East India
Company’s steamer, Sesostris, was observed at an-
chor in the roads, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral
Sir W. Parker, K. C. B, and having on board his
Excellency Sir H. Pottinger, Bart, our new and sole
plenipotentiary. The Nemesis immediately pro-
ceeded to her, as the depth would not allow so large
a vessel to approach nearer, and by eight o'clock
Sir H. Pottinger, Sir W. Parker, and their suites,
had landed under a salute from the battery on the
Praya Grande. They immediately prdceedod to
call on Major-General Sir Hugh Gough, who hap-
pened to be staying for a few days for the benefit of
his health at the house of Mr. Matheson, and then
proceeded, accompanied by Captain Elliot, to wait
upon his excellency the Governor of Macao.

I was received very kindly by Sir William Parker,
and was assured of accompanying the expedition, if
the ship could be masted and re-manned in time.

He remained until noon, when, having given general
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audiences, he departed for Hong-kong, to hoist his
flag.

On the 12th he returned in the Queen, to make
some necessary arrangements, and to afford Sir Henry
Pottinger an opportunity of inspecting that vessel,
which was ordered to be fitted for his accommoda-
tion.

On the appearance of Sir W. Parker at Hong-
kong, that place soon presented a scene of unwonted
activity. A certain number of transports were
placed under the supervision of the captains of the
line-of-battle-ships and frigates, and every exertion
was made for the earliest departure. On the 9th
day after assuming the command, the fleet moved
from Hong-kong, bound for Amoy.

Previous to quitting Maca6, the Quang-chow-foo
came in great haste, to obtain an interview with
our new plenipotentiary, and probably endeavoyr to
ascertain to what extent they might calculate on his
forbearance. He was not received by Sir Henry, but,
I believe, saw Major Malcolm, and finally transferred
himself to Captain Elliot. This was the first blow te
mandarin pride, and rather astonished the high
officers at Canton, as wellas the tradesmen and lower
classes in Macao, who did not fail to talk it over
frequently.

Finding ¢it impossible to get manned or rigged
in time, and the greater part of my erew being in
hospital, T was left in charge of the British -inte-

rests at Macao, there to await further instructions.
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Previous to final departure, the Nemesis conveyed
Major Malcolm to Canton, where he delivered letters
for the Provincial government, probably announcing
the appointment of Sir H. Pottinger as her Majesty’s
Plenipotentiary.

Captain Nias was left in command of the force in
Canton river, having under him at Hong-kong the
Herald, Alligator, Hyacinth, Royalist, and Hebe
tender. At Macao, Sulphur and Starling.

The Atalanta was assigned to convey the commo-
dore, SirJ. G. Bremer, K. C. B, and Captain Elliot,
to Bombay, in order to proceed home overland.
They embarked on the 24th. The Sulphur might
perhaps have done better had she put to sea, and
found her way to Singapore, as theré was not the
slightest prospect of her crew becoming effective
even, if they were immediately returned to duty.

Notwithstanding a special proclamation, declaring
that any attempts to re-arm the batteries, or impede
the navigation of the river, would be treated as acts
of hostility, the imperial rebel-quelling general, and

his colleagues, immediately set about repairing their
defences, constructing new batteries, and effectually
closing the approaches to Canton.

Another memorial appeared, in which they state
that the English foreigners (no longer rebels) have
left the provincial river, have given back the forts,
and that the militia and volunteers have slaughtered
a great many native traitors, and foreign (¥ ) robbers

who were raising disturbances; and that they had
7
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restored quiet to the provincial city; that they had
commanded that the English ships should forthwith
get up their anchors and depart; that the said
foreigners immediately got more than ten sail of their
ships under weigh, and ‘left the river when one of
their commanders, Warren, petitioned, saying, that
the real fact of the matter was, the foreign merchants
of every nation were very hard pushed for money,
and worrying him for payment of their debts; that
they had no intention whatever to offend, or commit

_any act of aggression upon the heavenly dynasty, and
“implored us to supplicate the great emperor to show

them mercy, and pardon their offences. ( Very like

\\ Wamren!) “Your slave finds,” it continues, “ that
the foreign ships on this occasion bolted into the

river by violence, incited by the native traitors
showing them the way;” (query Sulphur’s?) with
other trash. They then finish by stating that hav-
ing captured two hundred native traitors and fo-
reigners, black as well as white, among which last
were two chief persons, they should be beheaded at
Namoan. One of the two chief persons was stated
to be Bremer, and that the English were willing to
pay one hundred dollars to ransom the body, which

“they had stowed away in a secluded house, and

which they intend to inquire into.

Can all this be credited by those who maintain
the Chinese higher classes to be a polished nation ?
They are indeed the most polished rogues under the
sun; and I am, informed that this nephew of the
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