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E PRESBYTERIAN.

AUGUST, 1866.

\g NE great difficulty which
X we find, in attempting to
 arrive at the true position of
our Chureh, is the want of
statistics. Nonc have been
published for some years,
and cven those which were
published were most imper-
fect, from the extraordinary
reluctance shown by many of the sessions
and trustees of the congregations through-
out the Province to forward the required
information.  After persevering for two
years, the committee, thoroughly dis-
heartened at the resalt of thetr labours,
which were not small, gave up the appa-
rently hopeless, and certainly thankless task
of making brickswithout straw, of attempt-
ing to give a fair statement of the position
of the Church, without the information
being furnished that would enable them to
do =o.

That wherever a full record of the trans-
actions of any organised body is kept, there
is most life and greater cnergy is un-
doubted. Bring the most urgeat claim
before the public, one in which their sym-
pathies would be enlisted and theirinterest
arouscd, one for which alarge sum of noney
would be required, which would be wil-
lingly supplied by all who had the means,
and by many whose means are very hmited.
How are these means to be obtained ?  Is
it by leaving the matter to itself] by allow-
ing it to take its own course, and trusting
for maney to come in without any arrange-
nments being made to receive it?  On the
contrary, cven for those causes which arouse
asudden burst of cnthusiasm, and which
searcely appear to need any instrumentality
in carrying them out, machinery must be
devised to direct them and to turn to the best
advantage the desire which isfelt to relieve
the wants which have called forth: sympathy.
Publicity isneeded, not anly to make known
who is ready to take charge of the means
of rendering assistance, but also to show

what has been done with the contributions,
and to show how they have been applied,
and if' they have been distributed judiei-
ously. And if thisis necessary in the case
of asudden spontancous outburst of liberal-
ity, in a cause which appeals in a striking
manner to our minds, as for instance the
calamity which lately overtook Portland,
sweeping away in a day the result of years
of industry aud toil, and leaving so many
destitute, how much more is it required in
the daily and yearly claims for the support
of ordinances on which so many look with
indifference, forgetful that the want of them
is a far deeper loss than any other that
could befall 2 community.

Awmong our congregations who are most
successful in earrying on congregational
work, in supporting local efforts, in contri-
buting to spread the gospel in their own
neighbourhoods, and at the same time in
helping onward the general schemes of the
Chutch ?  Is it those which are the weal-
thicst and most atease in this world’s goods ?
Is it not rather those which, without any
superabundance of means, have their ener-
gics directed by judicious office bearers, who
give proper publicity to what is being done,
and have their annual reports made up in
a business like way 2 It would be invidious
to mention any of these by name to the
disparagement of other congregations, but
there are some charges in our Chureh,
whose labour of love and whosesclf-denying
cfforts put to shame the members of many
churches, whose wealth is very much
greater.  Yet those so contributing do not
feel that they are unduly burdened.  The
system they have adopted lets every indi-
vidual know what is required and this
compels him, as it were, to give something,
Larze sums from country congregationsare
not made up br twenty, fifty, or hundred
dollar subseript. us from the few, but are
raised by quartess or halfdellars regularly
contributed by the many. Regular asso-
ciations, correct accounts, full reports, these
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are the means by which a Church or each
congregation of a Clurch cau keep itsaffairs
prosperous, pay its ministers regularly, keep
its Sabbath Schools increasing and deing
good, adding by its means to the increase
of the flock. It is by these means that the
whole operations of the Church are to be
kept in motion—Home Missionary work
extended—new fields cultivated—the waste
places of the land turned into a fruitful
garden. How is it that so many refuse to
comply with resolutions of the Synod, and
neglect to give any information of their
position, holding themselves aloof in cold
isolation, and indifference to the general
good. Do the office-bearers never consider
how much their labours would be lightened
by comparing what they are doing with
what other congregations, not richer than
theirs, are able to accomplish? We all know
the power of emulation in the human heart ;
how, under its stimulus, men are able to per-
form what they world otherwise believe
impossible. Where there is a want of sys-
tem nothing great can be looked for—work
seems to hang heavy—and the siightest cs-
ertion appears to become a burden.  Has
not every onc heard grumblings about there
being always demands for Church purposes,
for Sabbath Schools, for missionarics, by
the very people who are doing least, and
this grumbling disheartens the ministers
and session from making any effort at all.
If they would try what a little publicity
would do; if they would show exactly how
much was given yearly, and put it along-
side of what is given by, perhaps, a neigh-
bouring charze, they would be astonished
to find how socon the fault-finding wonld
disappear. And if every congregation
forward to the committec on statistics the
truc state of its affairs there would be fewer
complaints of unpaid ministers and a luke-
warm people. We do not say that the mere
fact of sending in an annual report would
work this change ; but the fact of doing so
would awaken more lifc, would lead to the
devising of schemes to wipe off the stiza
of being dead to every claim and of taking
no interest cven in those things which
might scem to appeal most strongly to their
feclings in their own more immediate con-
cerns.  Xivery Church but our own pub-
lishes information of its affairs. The
Church of England in Canada, has a very
full and minute report; the Mcthodist
Church, the Canada Presbyterian Church,
have the same.  Why should we be aloue
in this neglect?  Why should the care-
lessness and neglect of a part of our office-

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

bearers deprive us of the benefit of ascer-
taining where the weakness or strength of
our Church isto bc found? As long as
we are unable or unwilling to give to our
adherents the information they must and
will have, before their interest can bhe
awakened, so long shall our progress be im-
peded and our growth checked.

UEEN'S University has
published its calendar
for 1866-67, which con-

tains particulars of the very
complete course of study
required of those who desire
to attain its highest honours.
To the rules, curriculum,
&e., we have before referred.
The list of donations to the library last
year shews that 1082 volumes were added
to the library. Although increasing, this
adjunet of the University is not so com-
plete as it ought to be. The greater part
of the increase must come from the assist-
ance of friends, as the fundsat the disposal
of the Librarian for purchases are very
inadequate. Itis to be hoped, thercfore,
that this year may see as large, if not a
larger increase than last; and that those in
our Church who have the means may take
a pleasure in fulfilling what,in some respects,
is the duty, of assisting in the education of
our young men by the aid given by a choice
of the best works on general subjects, as
well as those which treat of the particular
subject of their studies.

Tour prizes for Issays are announced
for the session of 1866-67.

1. The Kingston Prize.—Value $50.
For the best Bssay on ¢ Confederation in
its bearings upon the commercial prosperity
of the British American Yrovinces.”” Open
to all Students. .

2. The Toronto Prize.—Value $40.—
For the best Essay on “The Oratory of
the Ancient Grecks and Romans.” Open
to all Students in Arts.

3. The Montreal Prize.—Valuc &40,
For the best Bssay on  The Sabbath in
its Mosaic and Christiun Aspeets.”  Open
to all Students of Theolegy.

4. Church Agents Prize.—Value §25.
For the best Xssay on “ The Seriptural
Argument for Presbyterianism.” Open to
all Students of Theology.

These are to be given under the follow-
ing conditions :—1. The Essays are to be
sent to the Registrar not later than the
first Monday of November nexst, before
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which date competitors must be registered
as Students.

2. Each competitor is to inscribe a
motto on his Essay, and attach a sealed en-
velope bearing the same motto, and contain-
ing his name, with a declaration that the
Essay is his unaided composition ; and the
envelope is to be opened and the author's
name ascertained in Convocation only.

3. The successful Essays are to be de-
posited in the Library and remain the pro-
perty of the University. They may be
printed upon recommendation of the judges.

4. An Essay, to be successful, must be
judged to be of sufficient merit.

These Prizes, though instituted by pri-
aate liberality, rank as University Prizes,
and successful competitors carry very high
honours.

S an aid to the public
devotion of Presbyterian
corgregations, instrumental
music appears to be gaining
ground.  In the Canada
Presbyterian  Church  the
movement seems to be assum-
Ing a tangible form. The
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Monthly Record of that church contains a
letter from a Missionary in New Zealand,
urgently calling attention to the subject,
and pointing to the disadvantage under
which the missionary labours, in the
restriction placed upon the employment of
an organ there, the prejudicial effect of
which is felt more particularly among the
younger portion of the members who are
led to attend other places of worship where
the service of praise is led by an efficient
instrument. In Montreal, we understand,
Knox Church, lately erccted, has had aun
organ for some time, without apparently
meeting with any opposition from any of
the members; and others, if wo are cor-
rectly informed, arc about to follow the
example.

During the absence of William Croil,
Esq., all communications respecting the
Temporalities’ I'und are requested to be
addressed to Thomas Paton, Esq., Bank
of British North America, Montreal.

Correspondents are again requested to
send in their communications by the 20th
of the month at latest, to insure insertion
in the current number.

Helos of onr Ehue).

PASTORAL LETTER.
TO THE MEMBERS AND ADHERENTS OF THE PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA IN CONNECTION
WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

ELOVED BRETHREN :— A
few days befure the recent
meeting of Synod at Toronto
a band of armed men from

the territory of the neighbouring

upon the western shores of our
country, committing a varicty of
unprovoked depredations, and
speading alarm among our peace-
ful fellow-subjects. Simultanc-
ous movements towards other remote points of
the frontier showed tlus imasion to be the
attempted execution of but a small part of a
great criminal design, direcied immediately
against the righ'e and liherties of Canadians,
but having in view the ulterior object, boldly
avowed, of destroying the anthority rightly
and beaignantly cxercised over us by our he-
loved Sovereign. and of making this Province
the basis of operations intended to sever Ire-
land from the British Empire. Before the
members of Syaod left their homes they had

shated with vou th se mungled feclings of |

admiration and grief; which were univeraally

Republic had stealthily landed ;

1

caused by reports of the engagement at Ridge-
way between our volunteers and the invaders.
When they assembled at Toronto the solemn
impression, produced by the obsequies which
had just been performed in honour of its heroic
citizens slain in our defence, was everywhere
perceptible. Tt was a time of intenso excite-
ment throughout the country, although the
fecling of seeurity was never dislodged by the
sense of danger.  All minds were for a scason
almost wholly diverted from the purpose and

| the .prosecution of ordinary business, and

centred with virtuous indignation, yet huoyant
confidence, upon the resistance of the enemy
and the defeat of his vile conspiracy. On the
principual routes of travel the means of convey-
ance were cither stopped for the sake of safety,
or for the most part employed in the transfer-
ence of troops and ammunition. In these cir-
cumstances, the Synod, taking into consider-
ation its own duty and your iwelfare, wag
moved to appoint the preparation of a pastoral
letter to be nddressed to you with the parti-
cular design of putting you in remembrance of
the privileges which you enjoy, of stirring you
up to a fuller appreciation and a mare diligent
improvement of them, and of invoking your
patriotism and your religion against a hostility
which, though repulsed, threatens still.
Gratitude is the first sentiment inspired by
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deliverance from any calamity, and of its own
accord it assumes a correspondence to the ex-
citing cause. In the present case there is
much to be thankful for;—the exccutive de-
partment of our Government, with many diffi-
culties to conten< against, with a most exten-
sive and, at numerous points, exposed frontier
to guard, has proved itself equal to the emer-
gency, and, by the promptitude and energy of
its action has given reason for universel satis-
faction. The conduct of the officers and men
of the regular forces stationed amongst us has
illustrated the hereditary devotion of the British
army to the honour of the Queen and the interests
of the Empire. The loyalty unmistakably mani-
fested by all ranks and classes of the people, and
especially thealacrity withwhichour volunteers
obeyed the summons to arm, placed their ser-
vices atthe disposal of the authorities, endured
the heavy sacrifices required of them, and dis-
played their willingness to meet the enemy at
the risk of their lives, has filled all our hearts
with honest pride. It would be ungenerous to
forget the effective services rendered in behalf
of international peace and amity by the United
States Government and the oflicials intrusted
with the execution of its commands, so soon as
there appeared to them an occeasion for inter-
ference. By these means the rathless Fenian
has been driven from the soil which he attempt-
ed to desecrate, and the plans of the hateful
organization to which he belongs have, in the
meantime, been thwarted. But it becomes us
to remember that these are only means, and
that without the good bhand of the Lord our
God directing and controlling them, we would
have been subjected to all the disastrous con-
sequences which they have happily averted.
To Iim who staycth the tumults of the wicked
and setteth bounds to the wrath and devices
of our adversaries, you are called upon as his
adoring, dutiful children to ascribe, with glid
and grateful hearts, all the glory of our deli-
verance from threatened calamity.

You will strengthen this sentiment by re-
flecting upon the great good which will cer-
tainly accrue to the Province from these
events.  Much evil has undoubtedly bien done.
Business of all kinds has suffered a ten.sorary
interruption and detriment; property has been
plundered and spoiled ; valuable lives have
been lost ; the public treasury must be charged
with a very large expenditure. But, on the
other hand, the consciousness of a vigorous,
healthy nationality has been deepened: a
stable foundation has been laid for the feelings
of mutual confidence and common security ;
the capacity of the country in respect of self
protection has been tested and enlarged ; ex-
perience of a most valuable kind has been
gained by our citizen soldiers ; the virtues of
loyalty and patriotism have reccived an acces-
sion of strength most gratifying to every lover
of his country ; we have witnessed the glorious
speetacle of a people thoroughly united in the
defence of their institutions, and in the deter-
mination to preserve intact and transmit unim-
paired to future generations the precious rights
and liberties which, as British subjects, it is
their happiness to enjoy. The consideration of
such compensatory beuefits as these not only
makes submission to whatever may have seem-
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ed adverse in recent events comparatively
easy, but also inspires the hope that in time to
come all external assaults shall, with the
Divine assistance, be promptly and effectively
met, while the maintenance of internal order
and the advancement of internal progress shall
be regarded with a purer and hearticer devotion.

The enemy has retired; but, it is alleged,
only to prepare himself for another and a more
determined effort to accomplish his designs.
Continued vigilance must, therefore, be exer-
cised. Wkhile we look to our rulers for timely
warning, when danger is apprehended, the
peuple, as a body, are bound to hold themselves
in readiness—all who are fit for active service,
to take the field, and the rest to give the neces-
sary support and encouragement. In common
with your fellow-countrymen you have a large
interest at stake, and hitherto you have shown
yourselves to be alive to its importance. The
Church to which you belong furnished, it is
believed, its full quota of the aggregate num-
ber engaged in the last campaign. Its adher-
ents geunerally have been liberal with their
means wherever required. On the battlefield
and among the slain it was honourably repre-
sented. In these circumstances it is felt that
eahortation to duty is not so appropriate as
commendation of the willingness which ani-
mates you in the discharge of your patriotic
obligations. Inheriting the spirit of your fore-
fathers, and profiting by the “instruction in
righteousness ” received from those ¢ that have
the rule over you” in the Lord, no appeal to
your sense of honour, loyalty and love of
country will be made in vain. s followers of
the Prince of Peace you would rather be spared
the pain of opposing yourselves in warlike
attitude to your fellow-beings, especially when
they are the dupes of a gigantic imposture,
You will, therefure, hope and pray that there
may be no more uecessity for going forth to
battle against them; you will desire their
speedy recovery from the spirit of lawlessness
to which they have given themselves over;
you will refrain from all words and nactions
that may tend to exasperate them. But should
they again attempt to enter our borders with
criminal intent, you will deem it to be in the
interests of peace to dispute their progress at
¢very step.

The same events, which occasion gratitude
for bLenefits received and inspire the bope of
future advantage, arc suggestive of increased
fidelity in the service of God. If it be evident
that the Lord is for us, it ought also to be
cvident that we are for Him. Hath He per-
mitted evil to cume nigh otdr dwellings; and
shall we not ask lHim to teach us what is our
necd of the trial and what is lis design in
sending it? Hath he vouchsafed unto us a
happy deliverance; and shall we not eagerly
inquire, ““what wouidst thou have us to do?”
Taking His lively oracles for our counsellors
and imploring His Spirit to be our constant
teacher, let us humble ourselves under Iiis
correcting hand; let us be watchful against
every form of that abominable thing which He
hates; Iet us * live soberly, righteously, and
godly in this present world !” * Righteousncss
exalteth a natiop, but sin is a repreach to any
people.”?
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Dear brethren, the present is an opportune
moment for reminding you of the comparative
insignificance of all mere temporal status,
carthly rank, civil freedom and national con-
nection. In themselves, and as means of
glorifying God and benefiting your fellow-
men, these things possess, indeed, an unspeak-
able worth. But their excellence pales and
their importance dwarfs before the concerns of
an approsching eternity and the interests of
God’s spiritual kingdom. The Christian is the
true nobleman. * He is the freeman whom the
truth makes free.” Onr loyalty is properly set
and exercised only when it has the King of
Kings for its supreme object. None but they
who through faith in Christ and by the spirit
of adoption can call God, Father, have a con-
nection with that kingdom which endureth for-
ever. ‘ Seck first the kingdom of God and
s righteousness,” and having made sure of a
personal connection therewith, have faith in its
future history aud final consummation. The
kingdoms of this world and all the glory of
them shall pass away. The names and deeds
of many nations are only mattc: of history
now. The firmest thrones have fallen aund the
mightiest empires have been disolved. The
most boasted forms of human government may
not be able to resist the strain and pressure of
adverse circumstances. But the kingdom of
God's grace shall never end, and they who
belong to it ‘“shall shine as stars for ever and
ever.” Your Christianty will not impair, but
purify and elevate your patriotism. As citi-
zens you will be all the more useful for be-
ing members of the household of faith, and as
soldiers all the more brave from following the
Captain of Salvation. Now, while it is the
accepted time, be instant in making your cail-
ing and election sure, and, while you have the
opportunity and the means, in bringing forth
t* the peaceable fruits of righteousness.” In
the supporting and extending of the Chureh, in
the aiding of its missionary schemes and
philanthropic institutions, in the Christianiza-
tion of the land, you have a sphere for unspar-
ing liberality, activity and enterprise, and in
the enjoyment of the glorious reward insured
to all God's faithful workmen, you have a
prospect that may well animate you to lifelong
paticnce and diligence; “for God is not
;mrighteous to forget your work and labour of
ove.”

 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in
tbe evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about
with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness ; and your feet shod with the
preparation of the Gospel of peaco; above all,
taking the shicld of faith, wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. .And take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God.”

Finally, brethren, *“the Lord dircct your
hearts into the love of God, and into the
patient waiting for Christ.” % The Lord of
peace Himself give you peace always by all
means. The Lord be with you all?

Ian the name and by the appointment of
Synod. W. SNODGRASS, Moderator.

Kingston, 30th June.

{
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EXTRACT FROM SERMON PREACHED IN
ST. AXDREW'S CHURCH, GUDERICH,
ON THE 27tu MAY, 1806. BY THE REV.
A. MACKID.

Job 1G6th chapter and 22nd verse.

“JTow did Job the afflicied and distressed
bebave under such an accumulated load of
misery. We are told that he felt all the grief
and sorrow natural on such veeasions ; that he
expressed those feelings by all the tokens used
in the age and in the country in which he lived.
But, mark particularly, he went no farther ; he
murmured not at the appointment of heaven;
he upbraided not the AMmighty with baving re-
guited him with evil, for all his obedience and
fidelity, he did not renounce his religion as an
unprofitable thing; nor did he in the madness
of despair cast back his life into the hands of
his maker, as not worth the having; in all this
Job did not charge God foolishly, nor did he
sin ; but he worshipped God.”

If such was the character and conduct of
Job, it cannot be doubted but the sentiment ex-~
pressed in the text, was the greatand powerful
principle, which, by the strengthening hand of
God enabled him to bear up as he did. He was
convinced that in a few years at most ¢ he was
to go the way, whence he was not to return.
 He was persuaded though after his skin worms
would destroy his body, yet in his flesh he
would see God.” “lle knew that his Redeemer
liveth, and that he would stand at the latter
day upon the carth.” He was satisfied that he
was to see for himself] that his eyes should be-
hold and not another, even though bis reins
were consumed within him.” ****

During the weck that is past, a circumstance
has occurred which has spread a deep gloom
over the whole community. A thick cloud has
overcast our social horizon, and it has spread
a deep sorrow over us all,  We know that there
are scasons when occurrences take place,
when none, even the most stout—hearted can
look on unmoved, and suchis at present. The
hand of death hias Lieen stretched ont—the dart
thrown therefrom has sped on its way with un-
erring certainty—it has struck down, it haslaid
lew—it has arrested its victim. So sure was
the aim, so sudden was the stroke, that no one
could protect, no shield could avert, no power
could arrest that weapon. The blow has
made the hearts of all to quail; the lash
has inflicted a wound on the family as agonis-
ing as it was unexpected. Onec of the very
earliest of our settlers has been removed
from among us. One, whose name has heen
familiar to us all, has been laid low. Iig
death oc~urred so suddenly and the sad intel-
ligence arrived so unexpectedly, that on hear-
ing it, cach one scemed to feel as if he was in-
terested or that the loss was his own. Need 1
say that I refer to the death of John Galt. He
left Lis home the week previous in the highest
spirits and in his ordinary health, to go to
Ouawa on special business.  On last Monday
morning, on leavin, bis brother's office in the
parliamentary buiidings, he was seized with a
fit of apoplexy. Fortunately medical assistance
was at band, and every means were used, which
skill could suggest, but he never rallicd and in
a short time life was extinct.
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The news was sped along the telegraph wires,
and whilst we were congregated on the market
square, to witness a military spectacle, the
telegram was received. Consternation sat on
the brow of eachindividual, as the communica-
tion spread, and as the question was asked by
each “is not this sad news?” The family all
unprepared, to each member the shock was
severe; but over this scene we must draw the
veil, for family distress and persoral anguish are
too sacred to be meddled with, and there the
gaze of the stranger ought not to intrude.

The deceased was the eldest son of John Galt,
the celebrated author, whese fame is worid-wide
and who requires no eulogy of mine. Mr. Galt,
sen., was the originator of what i3 known
among us ag the Canada Company, and he
came to this country in the carly part of this
century as first commissioner.

The deceased was born in 1814, and in in-
fancy received his early training under bhis
mother's care, & lady who was well known in
her circle of friends, as a person of most amiable
qualities of mind, and well fitted, from her dis-
position and talents, for the discharge of her
dutiesas a faithful wife and affectionate mother.
The position which her sons have attained in life
i3 sufficient evidence of the assiduous care she
had bestowed on their youtbful training and
education. They received their rudimentary
education at Musselburgh, Scotland, thence
they were placed under the celebrated Valpy
at Reading, England, and when their father
came to this province, they accompunied him,
and werg sent to finish their studies at Cham-
bly, C. E.

The deceased enjoyed opportunities of attain-
ing not only an amount of classical attainments,
but also a knowledge of general literature,
which falls to the lot of few; for wnilst as a
youth, he acted as amanuensis to his father,
hie was much employed in consulting author-
ities and collecting historical facts for the work
then in course of publication, from the rich
store contained in the library of the British
Museum.

In 1834, he received the appointment of col-
lector of customs at Goderich, which he de-
mitted in a few yearg, as it was found that one
individual could not hold two Government
offices, he having received the appointment of
Registrar of the county, on the demise of Col.
Dunlop. In the year 1840, he married ilelen,
eldest daughter of Daniel Lisars, Esq., Clerlk of
the Peace, by whom he had a large family, and
he now {eaves her 8 widow with the charge of
four orphan children, three girls and one son.

John Galt wag so well known at home and
abroad, that it is almost unnecessary for me at
the present time to attempt anything like an
cxtended obituary. His natural qualities well
qualified him for acting his part of & loving
and kind husband and a most affectionats and
doating parent. His social and genial disposi-
tion were duly appreciated by & large circle of
fricnds and acquaintances. His varied storo
of knowledge made him a companion such as
i3 rarely to be met with. Anditis well known
that his sound judgment made him one whose
opinion was not only much sought after on dif
ficulties in business, but also on points of Iaw;
in such cases he wag found geaerally to boa
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safe and judicious adviser. On this account
he was much engaged as arbitrator not only
between parties in cases of ordinary differences,
but also in remits from the courts of law. In
short, one has passed a way from among us who
will be a public loss, and the suddenness of hig
death should be a loud warning to us who are
left bebind, ¢ that when a few years are come,
then shall I go the way whence I shall not re-
turn.”

“ Ere long we must all pass through the
valley of the shadow of death; there is no pos-
sibility of avoiding it; whether our journey bo
short or long, pass through it we must—the in-
fant as well as the man of hoary head, all are
hastening towards it; and who knows, which
shall arrive first? Our time isin the hand of
God; the number of our yearsare with him.
He alone knows how many of our days are
befere us.  Death is the messenger cmployed
by God to announce the termination of our
years, e is ever wakeful—Ile tireth not ; He
rests not—Ile is ever at His work—Ilis hand
is lifted up~—1is deadly blow is ever falling
upon numberless individuals of the human
race. By-and-bye, His hand shall extinguish
our lamp of life; how soon, God only knows.
May we be all prepared.” * %+

AID TO MISSIONS.
To the Editor.

DeAR Siz,—At the close of the summer
session of tho Misses (Neil) MacIntosh's
Academy, Buta House, Montreal, a bazaar was
held, from tchich a handsome sum was realized
from the sale of articles, principally the handi-
work of the pupils The amount has been
contributed by them for the support of several
missiong.

It is gratifiying to learn that this labour of
love has been crowned with such great success.

Tho sum of sixty-six dollarshas been placed
at the disposal of the congregation at Laprairie.
The Minister and congregationdesiro to ¢xpress
to the Misses MacIntosh, and to the young
ladies, who have so generously aided the
mission at Laprairie, their warmest thanks.
And may the great Head of the Church give
them to experience the blessedaness of those who
devise liberal things.

Laprairie, 9th July, 1866.

PrrsextaTION.~—On thoe evening of the 3rd of
April, a few of the ladies of the Rev. Peter
Watson's congregation, Williamstown, waited
upon him at the mansc, and presented him
with a purse of scventy dollarg, in the name of
the ladies of the congregation and a few other
friends, a8 & small token of their deep love and
csteem for him as their beloved pastor.

The Rev. Mr. Watson eoxpressed his thanks
in a short but most feeling and very expressive
manner,

The ladies were most kindly entertained at
the manse,
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QUEEXN'S COLLEGE.

Warkiss & Caurpert ScuoLansmips.—Atthe
Examination of the Kingston Grammar School,
on the 29th of June, seven competitors for the
Watkins S+holarship appeared. The Scholar-
ship, which is of the value of $80, was founded
by John Watkins, Esq., of the city of Kingston.
After o written exemination of several hours
on Latin, Greek, Euclid, Algebra, Arithmetic,
and English Grammar, the competitors were
found to stand as follows :(—

1. T. B. McGuire. 5. J. T. Kerr.

2. A. H. Ireland. 6. Irvine Ross.

3. George L. B. Fraser. 7, George Elliott.

4. John B. Mclver.

Announcement was accordingly made by
Principal Snodgrass, at the Grammar School to-
day, that the Scholarship would be awarded to
T. B. McGuire, while at the same time it was
intimated that the examiners were very much
gratified with the papers of all the competitors.

At Bath Grammar School, on the 26th of June,
an cxamination was held for the Campbell
Scholarship, founded by the Hon. Aiexander
Campbell. After a lengthy examination in
the above mentioned subjects, the Scholarship
was awarded to Mark Rouse, with whose attain-
ments the examiners appointed by Queen’s
College expressed very great satisfaction.

Doxatioy 1o THE Lipramry.—The late Alex.
Simpson Esq., Montreal, 33 vols. valuable
works, including a copy of Bagster's Inglish
Hexapla ; Rev. George Ferguson, L’Orignal,
18 vols., Nichol's series of Standard Divines,
Puritun period ; Mrs. Ifew Ramsay, Montreal,
10 vols ; A Friend, Montreal, 4 vols.

PrespyTERY or MiraMicni.—At & meeting of
the Presbytery of Miramichi, held in Newecastle,
on Wednesday, the 6th of June, the Rev. Fred-
erick Home, a Licentiate of the Church of Scot-
land, was ordained as Missionary within the
bounds of that Presbytcry, especially with a
view to the congregations at Redbank and
Black River. In both these stations, there is a
large number of Presbyterinns (sixty families
in connection with the Charch at Redbank,
and cighty in connection with that at Black
River), who have been supplied with occasional
services by the ministers settled at Newcastle
and Chatham. But the Presbytery, having for
some time felt that the amount of service which
the settled ministers could give to these desti-
tute localities was farless than their necessities
required, resolved to try what could be done to
raise by subscription what could enable them
to obtain the services of & missionary, witha
special view to these places.  Public meetings
were accordingly held, at which collectors were
appointed, both at Redbank and Black River,
aud in the congregations of St. James' Cuureh,
Newecastle,and Sty Andrew’s Church, Chatham;
and the result was such as to authorise the
Preshytery to offer a salary of £100 currency a
vear, to a missionary, with the hope of getting
an additional grant from the General Assem-
bls’s Golonial Committee. The Preshytery ac-
cordingly, in the beginning of January last,
entered into an cogagement with the Rerv.
Frederick Home, to be missionary for one year,
and he bas, since that time, been labouring
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especially in these districts, with great accept-
ance. Application was made to the General
Assembly’s Colonial Committee, for a grant of
£50 sterling, in_addition to the salary guar-
anteed by the Presbytery, which has
grauied. ’

In order that the Rev. Mr. Home might be
enabled to fill all the duties of the ministerial
office in these places, the Presbytery resolved
to ordain him to the sacred office of the Ministry,
and he, having gone through the various trials
usually prescribed to Licentiates before their
ordination, to the entire satisfaction of the
Presbytery, that Reverend Court met in St.
James' Church, Newecastle, on Wednesday, 6th
June, where an cloquent and appropriate dis-
course by the Rev. Mr. Ogg, Moderator, from
2 Cor. iv. 7—" But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excelleney of the
power may be of God and not of us,”—the Rev.
Dr. Henderson, Presbytery Clerk, after giving
a brief statement of the steps taken by the Pres-
bytery for obtaining & Missionary, put to Mr.
Home the questions appointed to be put to
preachers previous to their ordination, and, hav-
ing received satisfactory answers, Mr. Home
was set apart to the office of the sacred min-
istry by prayer, and the laying on of the hands
of the Presbytery. The Rev. Dr. Henderson
then gave o brief address to tho Rev. Mr. Home,
and to the congr-gation. After the dismissal
of the congregation, the Presbytery gave to Mr.
Home theright hand of fellowship, and his name
was added to the Presbytery Roll.

Tug PaEssyTery oF Pictov.—The Kirk Pres-
bytery of Pictou held their ordinary quarterly
meeting in St Andrew's Church, Pictou, on the
Gth inst. Present—Rev. R.McCunn, Moderator;
Rev. Messrs. Herdman, Pollok, McCurdy,
McGregor, Phillip, Stewart, Goodwill, Ander-
son, McMillan, and McDonald ; Messrs. W. Jack,
Alex. McLean, Robt. Reid, apd H. McKenzie,
Elders.

Messrs. Stewart and Pollok were appointed a
committee to assist the Lochaber congregation
in selecting and deciding on a site for 3 new
Church.

The committee appointed to visit the Folly
Mountain congregation gave in their report,
from which it appears that, though small, said
congregation is doing well according to its num-
her and ciccumstances, and the prospects of in-
crease are very hopeful.

Ancnt the Resolution in re Dalhousie College,
ata pro re nala mecting held in St. Andrew’s
Church, on the 9th ult., it was agreed to, as an
improvement, that said meetings be held in
the different congregations on the Mondays of
tho communion, and that, if it be impossible for
thie committees to attend at the place sssigned
them, on said days, the brethren assisting on
said occasions shall bring the subject of the Dal-
housie College before them, and solicit contri-
butions, which, it is hoped, will be so liberal as
to prevent the necessity of another appeal in
behalf of this Fund.

Orpixatioy of Mr. GeonGe J. Caie~This
young minister i3 a _native of the Province of
New Brunswick. Ile was born in Chatham,
Miramichi, and received his early education in
the Grammar School there. After attendin

3
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the usual curriculum of Arts in Queen's College,
Kingston, C. W., he proceeded to Edinburgh,
and attended the Theological classes in that
University. Having been licensed by a Pres-
bytery in Scotland, he returned to New Bruns-
wick in the spring of 1865, having been an-
pointed by the Colonial Committee to labour
within the bounds of the Pregbytery of St. John,
The Presbytery, accordingly, employed him to
act as Missionary in Portland (a suburb of the
city of St. John), and to preach, as often as
convenient, in Rothsay.

Mr. Caie's labours have been most acceptable
and encrgetic, aund, to outward appearance,
eminently successful. le has drawn aronnd
him a large congregation in Portland, meeting
for the present in a public hall, but where they
hope soon to have a Church crected for their
accommodation. e has collected o very nume-
rous Sunday School, and enlisted an efficient
staff of teachers to assist him. In these circum-
stances, it was thought desirable that Mr, Caie
should receive ordination ; and the Presbytery
of St. John met in St. Paul's Church, Frederick-
ton, on the 6th ult,, to hear the trial discourses,
and examine him on certain subjects, as directed
by the laws of the Chiurch. These having been
all gone through satisfuctorily, the Presbytery
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resolved that the ordination should take place
in the cvening, and appointed Dr. Brooke to
conduct the services. After sermon Dr. Brooke
put to Mr. Caie the qnestions appointed by the
Actof Assembly, and satisfactory answers were
given. Dr. Brooke then left the pulpit, and
entered apew where themembersof Presbytery
were seated, when the young man was, by
prayer and imposition of hands, selemnly or-
dained to the work of the holy ministry. Ime-
mediately after the act of ordination had been
concluded, the choir sang, in o most cffective
manner, the anthem taken from the words of
Isaiah—* How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that briugeth good tidings,”
&ec. The young minister received the right
hand of fellowship from the members of Pres-
bytery present, and his name was added to the
roll.

Dr. Brooke having returned to the pulpit then
delivered an earnest, practical address to Mr.
Caie, which, we regret, a want of space prevents
us from presenting to our readers.

These impressive services—so seldom seen in
this Province—were witnessed with deep in-
terest by a larce assemblage, many of them of
other denominndons; and the general feeling
was, that they were of & most solemn character.

Qutrcles Communicated.,

——

FROM THE WEST.
{Continued.) *

o] HERE arc many ways of
/ ““ putting things,” and
" much sometimes depends
on the way in which
things are put.  When Burns’
“Cotter’s Saturday Night”
was first published, eritics
called it a master-piece of
word-painting. Infinitely more
expressive, however, was the panegyrie of
a certain old lady, than whom nonc knew
better how true to nature was the picture :
“ T dinua ken hoo he could hac deseribit it
ony ither way.” In course of conversation
the other day with a worthy son of the
Kirk in the west, he was questioned as to
the state and prospects of the congregation
with which he is connccted, whercupon
his visage assumed a considerable degree
of clongation : with downcast look, and in
a deep, desponding toue of voice, he said,
“They're aye hadden their hauns at the
fire, and they'rec &' starvin’ wi' cauld.”
Endeavours to quict his fears and suggest

* In the article “from the West” in last

issue for the Rev. John Drum, read Dunn, for
Rev. Mr. Green, read Creen.

some remedy for the case were met with
the prompt reply, © Na, na, sir, tho’ the
Apostle Paul was to rise frac the deed, he
could dac nacthing wi’ them.” This was
his way of putting a sufficiently bad case.
Doubtless our friend intended to convey
the idea that people in that place were very
loud in verbal expressions of attachment to
the auld kirk, and not at all demonstrative
in regard to the practical duties flowing
from such profession. It is to be feared
they are the representatives of a numerous
class, who, like the Corinthians, exclaim,
“I am of Paul, and I of Cephas,” but will
ncither open their hearts nor their purses
to aid in the maintenance of Paul or
Cephas. ’Tis an old chronic complaint,
which, undeniably true of our church, is
also felt and acknowledged by all other
denominations. So wholly irreconcilable
is it with the outward aspeet of men and
things in chis magnificent western country,
that it can scarce otherwise be accounted for
than on the supposition that * Jeshuran
waxed fat and kicked.” I have no inten-
tion of discussing the cause and cure. It
would lead to many complications. Iaving
simply diagnosed the disease, it must be
left for the present to the careful considera-
tion of all concerned, in the hope that all
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thus affected may be brought to a better
mind, and to the exercise of a largely in-
creased measure of genuine, systematic,
Christian liberality.

The Suspension Bridge is neither the
longest nor the highest i the world, but,
taken for all in all, it is perhaps the most
Interesting.  Spanning a gorge worn out
of the solid rock some S00 fect in width,
this graceful structure is suspended by
four cables of ten inches in diameter, cach
composed of many thousand strands of wire,
at a height above the water of about 160
feet. Ulike the bridges of Stephenson
or Telfer across the Menai Straits, and the
Victoria Bridge at Montreal, it combines
the advantage of an ordinary carriage way,
with arrangements for the passage of rail-
way trains.  The former passing threugh
the suspended tube, which is composed of
a light and neatly woven trellis work of
wood; the latter occupying the roof of the
structure. Kxtreme caution is manifested
in the passage of trains over this giddy
height, speed being reduced to ¢ dead
slow.” It stands within full view of the
Falls, and the sight of the mighty rush of
troubled waters in the unfathomable chan-
nel beneath, is most striking and wonder-
ful.  About a mile and a half from the
river, on the Canadian side, two lattice-
work wooden towers rise to a great height.
They are at Drummondville, and the road
thither is by “ Lundy's Lane,” the scene
of the most bloody hand-to-hand midnight
combat recorded in our country's history.
There is no monument to mark the spot
where our heroes fell—not a line carved on
a grave-stone in the church-yard, so far as
I could sce; butin frontof the little Pres-
byterian church, that stands near where
was the thickest of the fight, is shewn the
spot where heaps of the slain were burned
in a ghastly funcral pile. These wooden
towers are for the purpose of affording
visitors an isometrical view of the environs
of Niagara, and obtaining from them
“back sheesh™—a consideration that is not
confined to Egypt.

At Mount Albion, on the road from
Saltflect to Hamilton, we passed a finely-
wooded, deep, romantic glen, terminating
abruptly in a precipitous cliff, over which
fallsa small stream that gives motive power
to a mill, connected with which is an extra-
ordinary natural phenomenon. By day or
night the little mill may be found bril-
liantly lighted with gas, which, besides its
other good qualities, costs nothing. Happy
miller of Albion mills! that monthly re-
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minder to “ pay your as rent by the 15th
instant, and save the 25 per cent. dis-
count,” falls harmlessly on your ears. Tle
explanation given is. that this gas, eseapir i
from the adjacent rock. is colleeted in n
reeciver, aud, without any refining proce- &,
burns as clearly and softly as the best co 1
gas, without its offensive smell.  From il.e
wmiller I could learn nothing, beyoud the
fact that it was there,” and that he sup-
posed there was enough or' it to light the
city of ITamilton. It is conveyed through
the mill in gutta-percha pipes ; biowing out
one of the jets, the gas escaping savoured
strongly of sulphur. Probably it is the same
as is found at * the burning spring” near
Chippewa, where, bubbling up through the
water, it may be ignited at the surface.
Hamilton boasts of the finest Presby-
terian church edifice in the west. It is built
of frecstone, and is surmounted by a spire of
the same material, of most graceful outline,
and towering to a height of 163 feet, It
cost 856,000, the site having been a gift
from P. II. Hamilton, Esq., from whom
the city takes its name. Surely the nature
and object of my visit to this congregation
must have been strangely misunderstood,
otherwise the good people of Hamilton had
at least “given audience,” which they did
not. Had not assurance been given that
this will yet be done, I should certainly
have felt disposed to shake off the dust from
my feet against the “ ambitious little city,”
as it was, however, preserving my cqua-
ninity, I passed on to other less pretentious
ficlds at Waterdown and Nelson, Milton,
Hornby, and Trafalgar. The drive from
Hamilton in this dircction is fine. Crossing
the “lagoon™ at the head of Burlington
Bay, we ascend the mountain, so called,
by a winding picturesque road. The view
becoming more varied and extensive as we
advance, Is particularly fine at a point be-
yond Waterdown, where a decp cutting in
the road helps to ease your descent into the
plain below. It is the “Bella Squarda”
of Canada, probablv the most extensive
view, conveying an idea of rich agricul-
tural capabilities, such as is no where clse
to be seen in the county. Far as the cye
can reach, there is before you a broad pla-
teau of rich and well-cultivated land. The
houses and farm-steadings are for the most
part of stone, and surrounded by thrivin
orchards. To the left extends the elevate
range from which our view is taken, from
two to three hundred feet, perhaps, above
the lower level of the land. Here it recedes
into deeply indented bays, there, as at
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< Flamboro’ Head,” it juts out into rocky
promontories, crowned with forest trees,
wanting only the light-house to complete the
1dea whigh its bold outline suggests—that
it has undoubtedly, at some period, formed
the boundary of the lake. To the right,
you look down on * Wellington Square,”
a tract granted by government long ago to
Captain Brant and his heirs, for services
rendered to his adopted country in the
revolutionary war.  Beyond, Lake Ontario
bounds the horizon, dotted*with sailing
craft, white painted upper-cabin steamers,
and huge propellors, laden with the trea-
sures of the west.

Brantford occupics a fine site on theleft
bank of the Grand River—here a ncble
strecun.  The town has an American look
of “ smartness” nbout it: barring the dust,
which is something wonderful, it is chicfly
remarkable for its animated business ap-
pearance, and its grotesiue, claborately
painted sign-boards. A mile below the
town stands an interesting relic of the
past—the Mohawk church—the oldest Pro-
testant place of worship in the Province,
built for the usc of the Indians who scttled
in the neighborhood in 1783. A massive
stone close to the quaint old church bears
this inscription : * This tomb is crected to
the memory of Thayendarcgen, or Captain
Joscph Brant, principal chief and warrior
of the Six Nation Indians, by lis fellow
subjects, admirers of his fidclity and attach-
ment {o the British crown. Bora on the
barks of the Oiio River, 1642; dicd at
Wellington Square, U. C,, 1807. It also
contains the vemains of his son, Ahyon-
waghs, or Captain John Brant, who suc-
ceeded his father s Tekarthagen, and dis-
tinguished himself in the war of 181215
born at the Mohawk village, UG.C., 1794;
dicd at the same plsee, 15327

This interesting and appropriate mana-
meat was crccled by the public in 1550, |
chicfly at the instance of Allan Cleghorn, !
Esq., of Brantford. In characteristic re-
cogmition of his serviees, though not with- ¢
out undergoing a somewhat severe ordeal, |
he was created 2 clirr by the Indians,
under the name of Carryweiga-—anglice,
Goon NEws. |

The Mohawk village is some ten wiles
down the river.  Three or four thousand |
Indians are settded there.  They are stid |
to beincreasing.  They are chicfly Kpiseo-
R:li:ms and Methodists, with a very fmi

oman Catholics. They are well provided
with religious and scenkar instruction, and
arg, besides, trained to Labits of industey, ¢

—— o
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under the superintendance of the Rev. Dr.
Nellis, who has charge of the mission,
which is supported by the New England
Socicty—a missionary association in 0ld
England, whosce original cfforts were direct-
ed to the moral and social improvement of
the aborigines of New England, when it
was a British provinece. There are still 2
few of the Indians, who are distinetively
known as ¢ pagans.” These © keep them-
sclves by themselves,” practising strange
sacrificial rites, chief among which is the
annual cerermny of *the white dny,”
which, tnter «du, consists of killing a pure
white dog without shedding of bload.
Strangulation being considered most or-
thodox. Much more might be said about
this Indian scttlement on the Grand River.
The history of the race, from whatever
aspect viewed, ought to be most interesting
tousall. Is there not some truth in the
assertion of Sir Francis Bond Head, that
it is the most sinful story recorded in the
history of the human race?”  Deprived of
their glorious hunting-grounds, the spirit
of chivalry thut characterised their romade
savage life has been exchanged for an apt-
ness to imbibe the vices of the white man:
and it scems only too ccrtain that our
efforts to reclaim and clevate them will end
in this, that we shall # civilize them from
off the face of the carth,” as has already
been done in Tasmania.  There, in 1862,
at a levee held in Hobart town, there ap-
peared the last aboriginal Tasman ! How
sad to think that sixty vears of “civiliza-
tion” should have resuited in the passing
away of a distinctive family of man.
Simcae, in the county of Norfolk, is about
thirty miles duo south from Brantford. It
is scached by stage, and the mad runs
through a fine agricaltural country. The
village itsclf Is really pretty, and its pretui.
ness, o me at least, consists in the trees
that fine its strects, affording relicf to the
cye, and shade from the sun.  Itisagreat
pity that in a country like this where lamil
and trees are both so cheap, and where
shade in summer is so much a uxury, that
city and village “dathers™ manifestsolitide
tasie in this direction. A few hundred
dollars judiciously expended in this way
could not fiil to have a mast bencficial
cficet.  Dull, dreary looking towns and
villages and homesteads might thus be
transformed inta delightful residences and
happy homes, for it caunotl be questinncd
that external surroundings have much to
do with domestic and social comfort, and
exert a corresponding influcnee on com-
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munities. “ Mr. McInnis of Aberfoyle,” in
the arrangzements of his grounds, near Vit-
toria, has furnished a fine example of how
much cffect may be gained by a very small
outlay of money. Mis is just one of the
sweetest little country residences in Canada.
May hisshade never grow less. The Pres-
byterian clement in these parts is sparse—
hence Mr. Livingstone’s labors estend
over a wide arca. At Simcoe there is a
zood church and mansc; stated services
arc also conducted at Lyndoch, Vittoria,
and Wyndham, respectively seven, cleven,
and ten miles from head-quarters, in all of
which a good deal of spirit is manifested,
the chicf desideratum being the introdue-
tion of systematic management, and herein
it may be stated, once for all, our congrega-
tions are all, in a greater or less degree,
deficicnt. No milway as yet conncels
Simcoe with the outer world. To reach
London we must retrace our steps to Paris,
on the line of the Great Western, whence
we do the forty-seven miles in an hour and
threc-quarters.  London has this advan-
tage—the mailway terminus is within five
minutes walk from the centre of the city.
The city proper is not large, but, being
well planned, and substantially built, it has
a decidedly prepossessing appearance. The
post office, the banks, and other public
buildings, are of a high order of architec-
ture.  Montrealers would do well to take
a leaf from the London book in ¢ the past
offic. I could never account for the sang
Jrowd with which the merchants of the
metropolis of Canada submit to the everlast-
ing slap-bang of that confused Iabyrinth
of doors that cumber the entrance to the
office in Great St. James street. There is
nothing of that in London, and, altegether,
the arcangements scem admirable. Londen
has its pecaliarities too. 1 suppose the
streets hace namcs, but the usual method
of siznifying them they have not.  Perhaps
they are sct forth on the plans.  Neither
arc the houses numbered. Nor is there
any public supply of water. It hss aleo
this singalar feature, that, from whatever
point viewed, the stroets scomed to ter-
minate in the woods—hence its designation
the * Forest City." A fow of the forest
trees might be advantageously transferred
to the strects of the town. There is no
 Almada" or central park. It is well sup-
Micd with churches; of these the Lirk of
St James is decidelly the most uaigue.
Octazonal in form, it reminds one of the
Baptistry of Floreace or Piss.  Within, it
assumes the form of a Greck cross, and is
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neatly finished. From small beginnings,
the congregation has made considerable
progress; and, iu addition to other healthy
symptoms, vigorous cfforts are being made
to clear the church property of debt.

From Jiondon to Chathaw, by the Great
Western  Railway, is sixty-four miles.
Glencoe is a little village, about midway:
we must not pass it without a remark. Itis
arising place: fifteen oil wells have been
commenced in the neighborhood, causing a
considerable influx of men and money. As
a mission station, it is highly creditable to
the London Presbytery, and bids fair soon
to become a self-sustaining congregation.
Alrcady 2 neat and commodious church,
of white brick, has been built—built, too,
and it is an exccllent feature in the case,
by the people themsclves, seven of whom
contributed some $185 cach towards its
construction. They are anxious for the
settiement of o Gaclic-speaking minister.
Chatham, on a market day, presents a
very animated appearance, more so than
any Canadian town of its size. It is sur-
rounded by a level tract of country, unsur-

assed in fertility. The town has a popu-
ation of about 1000. It is irrcularly
built, the chicf street following the wind-
ing of the Thames, a decp, dark. slug-
gish stream, navigable for vessels of the
largest class.  We have here an excel-
lent congregation, and a valuable church
property of ten acres, situated in the heart
of the town, yiclding a good tevenue.
Liberal contributions to the schemes of
the church may be expectod from Chat-
ham. Returning to London, I looked in
at Bothwell, noted for its oil wells. It is
a very remarkable place.  Only a few
months since it had an cxistence, its popu-
lation is already about 1500. The houses
are all of new pine boards, rough and un-
painted. A crowd of men and * busses™
filled the main street, where 2 varicty of
Jehus were loudly veciferating ¢ this way
for the wells 1" A dreadfully dusty drive
of two miles lands you in the woods, and in
the woods, and along the hanks of the
Thames, are the wells, in number about
400. For the purpmse of carrying on the
process of boring and pumping, cach well
has its stcam-cngine, and other appliances,
covered by a woeden shed of about 16 x-10
feet. At theend of cach engine-room riscs
a tapering tower, abeut fifty fect in height,
the whole presenting, at a little distance,
the appearance of 400 churches in the wil-
deness.  These tall “ derricks,” rising
through and above the forest trees and
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tanzled underbrush, form a novel and
highly picturesque sight. There are, on
an average, about cight hands employed at
cach establishment, and the especial charae-
teristic of the place is the total absence of
reliable information as to what is going on
around you. There are several churches
in the village, but, I am sorry to say, the
“Lkirk” is not here represented.

North Easthope, formerly attached to
Stratford, has been under the pastoral care
of the Rev. William Bell since 1857. It
is a2 small but compact congregation.

Judging from the fire farms, and the sub- :

stantial stonc houses hereabouts, the people
must be “ well-to-do.”

Several branches of the Grand Trunk
Railway interscct at Stratford, whivh is

!

also the centre of a good section of country. -

It is thus a place of some importance, and

- . s - - i
is rapidly improving. Qur church occupies |

a conspicuous site, and—though it is not
saying a great deal—it is the best looking in
the town; better, however, than that is the
fact that it has become quite too small for
the congregation, who intend immediately
to add to its size.

Widder and Westwood are mission sta-
tions, which may probably be united ere
long into a charge. Oil wolls here, too,
have created great expectations, and grand

things are promised, churchwise, # when ile |
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is struck.” Meantime, however, Mr. Elliot,
of Toronto Township, a kind friend, has
offered to give fifty acres of land at West-
wood for church purposes, so soon as a
congregation is organized. That is far
better than waiting for the oil.  Tho pre-
sent value of the land is at least §1,000.

Fast Willinms is at present vacant.
There is here a large congregation, with a
zood church, and a iine manse. It seems
to be a most desirable field of labour for a
Gaclic-speaking minister.

Dorchester, Westminster, and Fingal,
all in the neighbourhood of London, were
also visited. I wish I could have trans-
ferred to your pages a coloured sketch of
that picturesque Orange funeral procession
wending slowly through the long vistas of
woads to the plaintive music of the fife and
drum. More than a passing notice, tao,
should be given of the beautiful brick
church lately built at Fingal. It should
also have been told how we—that is yood
Mr. McEwan and I—missed the train at
St. Thomas, and how, bespattered with mud,
we dro.c on to London, doing over twenty-

" five miles inside of three hours, but time

i

and space at present prevent.  In a future

"issue something may be said about the

Presbytery of Guelph, one of the newest,
yet not the least interesting ficlds of our
church’s operations.

@he Churehes and fhewr FEissions.

SCOTLAND—GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

HE Genemal Assembiy of the

a}‘é Ghurch of Scotland was
e held at Edinburgh daring
AR

ginning of Junc.

the end of Max aud the bhe-

l.ord Belliaven
was Her Majesiz's Lond High Cam-
missioner.  The Res. Dr. John
Caok, Haddington, was choscen
Moderator Loand Belhaven's com-
mission was accampanied by the

usual Royal gift of £2009 for
the Gospel in the Highiands and

D e

spreading
islands.
The topic which excited the greatest interess

in the proccodings of the Assembly, and which |

was dehated throngh nearly one entire day,
until Lalf-past teo the next wmorning, had re-
ference o the innovations intreduced inte
public worship by the minister of Qld Greylriar's
Church, Edinburgh. For seven or cight years
R ceatratersy has been maging in the Establish-
cd Church whether itis lawtul, under the exist-

1 in worship and to read prayers ; and, while th®
Church has bicen debating the subject, Dr. Le®
and others have been busy in introduting th¢
desidernted changes at their own hands.  AS
the subject came hefore the Assembly this year,
there was an appeal by Dr. Lee against a judg-
ment of the 'rovincial Synod of Lothian and
Tweeddale, reversing a decision of the Preshy-
wery of Edinhurgh. The Presbytery had declin-
ed by 2 majority o enlertain & motien in the
follawing terms:

That whersas the nsing of a hook of praverin
the celebmation of public warghip is contrary to
the lawsand usages of this Church, and whereas
it is penerally reported that this practice is
followed by the Rev. Dr. Robert Lee, DD,
winister of the church of Old Greyfriare, and
that netwithalanding a judgment of the Get eml
Assembly, of date 24th May, 1559, andering Dr.
Lt to discantinue the practice, and o con-
form, in offering up piryer. lo he present or-
dinary pragtice of the Church, that a committce
be appointed tomake all necessary inquiry as to
tire use ofa book of prayers in the canducting

!
{
;
1

* of pablic warship in the church of O Grey-

ing constitution of the Charch, to uie organs .

friars’, and to sepori that the case may be dealt
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wwith according to the injunctiou of the last
General Assembly.

On appeal to theSynod the judgment was
altered by a majority, and hence Dr. Lee's ap-
peal.  The appeal was founded on two grounds
—firsy, that the practice of reading prayer was
not inconsistent with the law of the Chmrch;
and. sccond, that the case had already been de-
cided by the Assembly of 1865,  Parties were
heard at great length, and the historical aspects
of the question were debated with much ability.
Dr. Lee contended that the reading of prayer
had never been prohibited by any constitutional
cnactment, and that, though the usage for a
century and a-haif had been otnerwise, that
usage could not be said to have the force of
law. The argument on the other side was that
the Church of Scotland derived her constitution
from the acts of the Scots Parliament and As-
sembly between the Revolution and the Union g
and that the © form at present in use,” then
rendered binding on the Scottish clergy, was
the form of extemporaneous prayer, and that
the usage since that period had been uninter-
rupted.  In the course of the debate Dr. Lee
made offer, if that would remove cause of offence,
to discontinue reading from his printed book,
but reserving liberty to read his prayers from
manuscript or otherwise, if he found it neces-
sary. It was responded that the objection was
to the reading of prayers at all, and not mcere
reading from a pullished book. After parties
were removed from the bar, a long discussion
took place in the House.

Mr. ’racurator Gook mored :—

That the General Assembly dismiss the appeal
and affirm the deliverance of the Synod of Lo-
thianand Tweeddale complained of and remit
the casc tothe Presbytery of Edinburgh, within-
structions to inquire, cither by conference with
Dr. Lee, or otherwise, as to them shall seem fit, in-
1o the manner in which public worship has been
conducted in Old Greyfriars’ Church since May,
1839, and in which Dr. Lee praposes to conduct
it icreafter, and to take such steps as the re-
sult of the inquiry may show to be requisite
for the regulation of the services of the said
church in a wmanner consistent with its de-
fivezmnce and with the law and usage of this
Church.

Dr. Pearson (Strathblane) scconded the
motion.

Nir. Campbell Swinton moved that the As-
sembly sustaia the protest and appeal, reverse
the judgment of the Synod of Lothian and
Tweeddale complained of, aad affirm the judg-
ment of the Preshyters of Edinburgh. Dr. Wat-
son (Dundec) scconded the motion.

On a division the motion of Mr. Conk was
carricd by 147 1o 105 ; majarity againstDr. Lee's
appeal, 31, The result was received with min-
gled applause and hisses,

The questian of innovations came up also in
annther form—upon avertures from numerans
senodsand preshricrics. some praving torescind.
and others o ¢arzect and explain the legislation
of Iast year.  The chicf point of contzoversy in
this aspect of the questien was the relative
powers of preshyleries and kirk sessiong, Dr
Piric and others contending that the preshy-
teries alone had the requisite jurisdiction, while
Dr. Leeand his patty maintained that it belong-
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ed to the kirk sessions to regulate the affairs of
the particular congregations.

Dr. Piric moved the adoption of an act de-
claring—

That the right and daty of maintaining and
enforcing the ob#&ervance of the existing laws and
usages of the Church in the particular congre-
gations or kirks within their bounds, in matters
connected with the performance of public wor-
ship and the administration of ordinances beiong
to, and are incumbent upon, the presbyteries of
the Church, subject always o the review of the
superior Church Courts;

And further by delaring it to be the duty of
presbyteries, on becoming aware of any inno-
vation heing introduced or contemplated—

Either to enjoin the discontinuance, or pro-
hibit the introduction of such innovation or
novel practice, as being, in their opinion, incon-
sistent with the laws and setiled usages of the
Charch, 2 cause of division in the particular
congregation, or as being unfit from any cause
to be used in the worship of God, cither in
general orin the particular kirk, or to find that
no case has been stated to them calling for their
interference.

De. Lec moved that the act of 1865 be
rescinded.

After & debate which lasted a whole day,
the Assembly divided, when there voted—for
Dr. Pirie’s motion, 207; for Dr. Lee's 94;
majority, 112, The result was received sith
loud cheering, andalso with hissing and disap-
probation.

There were several overtures on the table
praying the Assembly todeclare against the use
of instrumental music in public worship ; but,
in respect of the decision upon the general
question. consideration of thesc overtures was
suspended.

Various other matters of general interest
engaged the atteution of the Assembly, who
received a pelition from about GO0 patrons,
clders and members of the Church of Scotland,
praving the Church to m.aintain inviolate the
Westminster Confession as the doctrinal stand-
ard of the Church, and for preventing any
change bicing made in the same without com-
petent authority.  The petition was signed by
the Duchess of Sutherland, in her own right, as
Countess of Cromarty, and patrancss of Tarious
parishes in the Chureli ; by the Duke of Suther-
Iand, the Earls of Scikirk, Erroll, and Seaficld,
Lord Palwarth, Sir G. Grant Suttie, &c. In
connexion with the same subject, the Hause
took up an overture from the Synod of Merse
and Tevintdale, praying the Assembly to enjoin
the judicatorics of the Church to sce that per-
sans who had signed the Confession of Faith
should not depart therefram, but should lorally
and consisiently adhere thereto, along with
similar overtures from ather synods and presby-
teries. After o lengibened delmte i1 was unani-
mously tesolved, an the motian of Mr. Phiz, to
graat the injunction songht,

The Ascembly reccived a report of some im-
portazce pointing out the great namber of small
Tivings within the Church, and the diminished
amount of many of them throagh the reduction
in recent years of the prices of gmin, which are
the standard of value of stipend in mest of the
patishes. 1t was intimated that an association
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of laymen had been formed to give special at-
tention to this matter, and to all competent
mensures for securing angmentation of the small
livings. The bill before Parliament for the feu-
ing of glebes was approved by the Assembly as
onc means to that end.

An overture calling on the Assembly toapply
to Parliament to repeal the law of patronage
Ivas submitted by the Presbytery of Edinburgh,
and was supported on the ground that nearly
all the secessions from the pale of the Church
of Scotland had been caused by the right of
patronage being vested in the landed aristocracy
inatead of tho people. It was now thought that
by 8 repeal of this law the Free Church and
other Presbyterian denominations might again
bocome reconciled to the National Church. The
overture was opposed by the Earl of Selkirk,
who expressed his belief that the Charch would
only get relief from patronage by the surrender
of her endowments.  Dr. Macleod, of Morven,
moved that the overture be dismissed. Dr.
Pirie moved that a committee be appointed to
consider the subject, and report to next Assem-
bly. Dr. Pirie’s motion was carried by 50 to
45

For all the missionary schemes of the Church
there was this year an increased collection
reported. Six new parishes had been endowed
during the ycar by voluntary contributions.
Tho receipts of the Church for missionary and
othor purposes showed this year a satisfactory
increaso of funds.

In his concluding address, the Moderator ex-
pressed the extreme astonishment with which
ho had read of the resolution of the Presbytery
of Edinburgh to transmit the overturc aznent
tho law of patronage; and the deep regret, and
sad apprchension of consequent evils, with
which he had heard the deliverance of the As-
sernbly on the subject.

The missionary contributions of the Church
of Scotland during last year were reported to
the General Assembly ns follows :—

Home Mission purposcs—
Home Missions proper..£49,734
Eadowment Scheme.... 26,146

75,580

Foreign Missions—
India.eeeeiacencencee. 9,108
Colonies «ceeenenecanes 4,214
JeWEeveaircarsaneanns 3,024
Foreign Churches... .. 633

17,599

Education (not including
fees or Government grants)........ 27,486

£121,265

Presavearr o7 Doxpartoy.—At a receant
moeting of tho Presbytery of Dumbarton, a
report was given in by the Rev. John Alison,
Boahill, of tho sums contribated by the several
parishes within the bounds for religious, chari-
table, and cdueationnl purpeses. The object
of the report was, to bring out fully what the
Church is doing, as the ordinary return requi-
red by Presbyteries cmbraces only collections
ordercd or recemmended by the General Assem-
bly. The following satisfactory result appears :
~There was contributed during the year end-
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ing Ist April, 1866, for objects extra parochial,
£1661 14s. 1d. ; parochial, £2917 8s. ; total,
£4579, 25, 1d. The Presbytery approved of
the return, and thanked Mr. Alison for the
attention he had given to the subject, and for
the inportant information elicited.

Atr.—~On the 19th April, the Presbytery of
Ayr met in the parish church of Coyiton, and
ordained the Rev. James Glasgow, M.A., as
assistant and successor to the Rev. Alexander
Duncan, in room of the late Rev. John Mac-
Kinlay.

Crupuag.—~The Earl of Glasgow has present-
cd the Rev. James S, MacNab, presently assis-
tant to the Rev. Dr Paton of St. David’s, Glas-
gow, to the church and parish of Cumbrae
vacant by the death of the Rev. Alexander
Marshall.

KiLuanxock, Laten Kirg—At 2 meeting of
the congregation ofthe Laigh Kirk, Kilmarnock,
held on Monday the 14th May, for the purpose
of recommending to the Duke of Portland, the
patron of the church, a successor to the late
Rev. D. V. Thomson, minister of the Second
Charge, the Rev. Alexander Webster, presently
assistant in New Greyfriars’ parish, Edinburgh,
and minister of the Working Man’s Church,
Grassmarket, was elected by a large majority.

Macnan, New.—On Thursday, May 17, the
Rov. W. R. Bruce, Urquhliart, was ordzined
minister of New Machar.

Wasnztt axp Lawseton.~The Rev. Mr.
Kelly has been presented by the Countess of
Home to the parish of Wandell and Lamingtou,
vice the Rev. Mr Miller, translated to StStephen’s,
Glasgorw.

ExcLaxp—aA most interesting re-union ook
place recently at the laying of the foundation-
stone of tho new huildings of the British and
Foreign Bible Socicty. The Society have been
obliged to leave theit old premises on account
of railway cxtension, but are likely greatly to
benefit by the chiange, and to obtain ample ac-
commodation for their rapidly extending work.
The foundation-stone was laid by the Prince of
Wales, who gave a brief and very suitable
address, associating his ancestors on both sides
wiih the giving of freedom for the circulation
of the Scriptures.—The Rev. 8. B. Bergue,
secretary of the Society, read n statement of
its objects, opecrations, and progress, from
which it appeared that during the last two
years only the Socicty had issued a larger
number of Scriptures than the whole world pos-
scssed prior to the commencement of its bene-
volent Inbours ; and its totnl circulation has
now reached the stupeadous number of fifty
millions two hundred and cighty-five thousand
seven hundred and nine copics. It was also
remarked that the Socicty had promoted, to o
very large extent, the translation ofthe Scrip-
turcs, especially through the missionary agency
of Cliristian churches ; and, to the present
period, had taken a prominent part in the print-
ing and distribution of thc Word of God in no
fewer than 173 Ianguages or dinlects ; thus, by
its instrumentality, opening the treasures of
Dieme truth to hundreds of millions of the
human race previously destitute of this inesti-
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mable boon. The receipts of the Society in
the first year of its existence amounted to
5592l. Last year the receipts from all sources
had reached the noble sum of 171,375, The
Society, during the sixty-two years that have
¢lapsed since its formation, has expended nearly
six millions of moncy in the furtherance of its
object ; and the large resources placed at its
disposal may be regarded in some degree
as a national recognition of the value of the
Holy Scriptures and the Christian duty of
giving them the utmost diffusion.

ExcrLanp.—There are now connected with the
Sunday School Union 3,330 schools, 80,727
teachers, and 647,891 scholars.  The increase
in London amounts to 33 schools, 537 teachers,
and 6,760 scholars in connection with the
Union.

IzgLaxp.— The General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church held s annual meeting
at Beifust from the 4th till the 15th of June.
The number present was 397 ministers and 125
elders, against 162 ministers and 209 elders at
the meeting of last year. Dr.Wilson, of Lime-
rick, the outgoing moderator, was unanimously
re-clected. The principal question was the
relation of the Church to the National Board of
Fducation. Beside the rule sanctioned by the
oard, which annulled the compact made with
the Synod of Clster, and withdrew the control
of the cducation of his child from the parent
to give it to the priest, another modification
has been proposed, by which the united train-
ing of teachers for higher schools would be ex-
changed for their denominational training in
separate institutions. After muchand thorough
discussion, the Assembly took up an attitude
of decided hostility to the change, as both a
breach of faith and an alteration of principle,
and appointed deputations to press their views
on the Lord Licutenant in Dublin and the
Government in London. The former has pro-
poscd & modification of the rule to thiseflfect—
that after the child is registered, Roman Catho-
lic or Protestant, it will be in the option of the
parent or guardian to decide on the religious
instruction. By this means he is convinced
that the pareatal right, which he holds to be
the highest, can be maintained, and trusts that
the Assembly may find their objections remov-
ed.  The report on the state of religion refer-
red to the good that may be widely done
through the south and west. The success of
the sustentation fund was reported ; and mea-
sures were tnken to sccure 3 more generally
adequate ministerial support. Four new con-
gregations were reported from the Svnod of
Belfast, and one from Eaniscorthy in the south.
The Jewish Mission holds in abeyanceits inter-
course made with Italy ; the Indian Mission
was supported by Mr. Montgomery, onc of its
carly missionarics, who, after being twenty-
five years in Guzerat, purposes rcturning to
farther labours. It was dcecided early in the
mceting that clergrmen of the Church, though
professors of non-theological subjects, were
entitled to sit as members of the court ; and
after protracted sittings, judgment was given
on a theological point that had come into much
dispute, regarding the relation of assurance to
faith. It wac determined to re-affirm the pas_
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sage in the Westminster Confession, which
affirms and cxplains that relation. Deputations
from the Free Church of Scotland, including
Mr. Arnott, of Edinburgh ; from the English
Presbyterian Church, including Mr. Gullan, of
Swanser, and Mr. Alexander; 3r. Lish, from
the Church of France ; and Mr. George Stuart,
of Philadelphia, in America, addressed the
Assembly. Mr. Stuart was also entertained
with a breakfast by those interested in Sunday-
school work, in which he has long taken an
active and prominent part. It was decided
that the next meeting should be held in Dublin.
The statistics of the Church show that there
are 82,394 families, of which 123,784 are com-
municants, 2,110 are ruling elders, 92 are
deacons, and 5,412 are members of committee.
These figures exhibit a slight decrease from the
returns for 1865, but it is not certain whether
this is to be ascribed to any gradual lessening
of the Presbyterian population by emigration,
or only to the greater accuracy with which
his sort of annusl census i3 now taken. The
debt, which in 1865 stood at 41,7661, 13s. 04d.,
is now only 40,289, 15s. 2id. The Sabbath
colleetions, that were 10.824/. 13s. 1d.,are this
year 11,066/, 0s. 834, (an increase of 2414, Ts.
73d.), and the Missionary contributions, that
had reached their highest figure of 10,2321, 15s.
9id. in ihe table of 1865, are now 11,0114 3s.
Gid,, or 778l Ts. 83d. beyond what they were
reported at any former period. Then for the
building and repairing of churches, manses, and
school-houses, 18,2550, 3s. 11id. have been
raiscd, and for other religious and charitable
objects 3,069L. 16s. 10d., these sums being ex-
clusive of 463!. 10s. 3id., the donation of the
Sablath-schools to the cause of missions. The
whole amount collected for all purposes over
the Church, during the year, has been $0,0461,
16s. 81d., & sum 3,55GI. €s. §id. beyond the
contributions of 1865, but still by 3,105l d4s.
33d. smaller than those of 1864.

Fewer Sabbath-schools, and teachers, and
scholars arc reported than in 1§65—the respec-
tive numbers being—In 1565, 1,102 ; in 1§66,
7,182 teachers ; in 1865, 58,716 ;in 1866, 57,-
319 scholars, and while in 1565, there were
1,079 schools; in 1865, %,347; in 1866,
197 Presbyterial cxaminations of schools, in
1866 there were only 167. There were 1,377
prayer meclings in which eclders, as members,
took part (a2 decréduse of 284 from last year),
and 139 congregalions do not report a single
prayer meeting of that discription within their
hounds. Fourtcen classical schools are return-
cd a5 opened during the year, and 368 persons
are said to bein course of preparation at school
and college for the holy ministry.

Fraxce~~For long centuries the Papacy
commanded millions of human beings, in order
to maintain what it called tAc cause of God, to
take uparms, and to imwolate without pity all
those who would not bow before the decrces of
its pretended infallibility. But the etate of
things is very different now. Material power
no longer belongs to the Vatican. Pius IX.
and the Jesuits aro well aware that the Con-
tinental Powers, even those which still bear the
name of Roman Catholic, would no longer be
at 21l disposed to obey blindly the decisions of
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the Pontifical authority. The chances of war
are uncertain, and what would betul the tem-
poral crown of Pius IX., if Italy and Prussia
should obtain a decisive vigtory over Austria?
It is obvions that Rome would be taken, and
would remain for ever in the hands of the Ital-
jans.  Accordingly, the prospect of war plunges
the disciples of Loyola into painful perplexity.
Their most ardent desire is that Napoleon III.
should ally himself with Austria, and maintain
the Papacy. They demand that the French
garrisou ut Rome, instead of being recalled,
conformably to the treaty of the 15th Septem-
ber, should be augmented, under the name of
an army of observation.  But the Emperor does
not respond to these requests of the clerical
party. e conceals his designs under an im-
penctrable veil, and is content with saying that
he reserves to himself hberty of action.  1f his
own interests were involved in such a course,
ke would be quite capable of abandoning the
Papacy, or of demanding from it such civil
reforms as would completely change the con-
dition of the citizens of the Pontifical Siates.

The dispute between the Cltramontanes and
the Roman Catholics who do wot share their
intolerant and funatical opinions has assumed
proportions increasmngly serious. It is probable
that the word of command has been given at
Rome. The aged Pomiffhas become incapable,
under the weight of years, of thinking and of
acting for himself. He yiclds 10 the instigations
of a coterie, which has abandoned itself to the
last extremes of pride and of despotism.  These
arc men who, like Epimenides, secem to have
been asleep for four.or five hundred years, and
to awake up with all the prejudices, all the
pretensions, of the medinval age. Every day
the_journal Le Mondc, the organ of Ultramon-
tanism, violemly attacks the Liberal Catholics.
It bestows on them the epithets of ¢railors,
hereties indisgmse, rebels, encmics of the Holy See,
and other invectives of the smine description.
1t requires postively that these Catholics shall
acecept, without any reservation, the last En-
cyclical of Pins IX,, and proclaim, with him,
thatreligious hberty, and, in general, all modern
libertics. are a work of Satan.

What are the Liberal Gatholics doing in the
face of these passionate attacks?  They remain
habitually quiet, and answer nothing. Buttheir
very silence is incrimninatory. The Uliramont-
anes see in this reserve an act of rebellion. Two
remarksmay here be made.  First, the unity of
which the Roman Church so ostentationsly
boasts is an empty name.  The members of this
communion arc not less divided amongst them-
selves than the Protestants. Theuniy diffcrence
is that the dissidents amongst Catliolics do not
50 openly evince their opposition.  In reality
they are malcontent, indignant, and irritated ;
and the abuse which the clerical faction heaps
upon them serves only to strengthen their
resistance.  Secondly, shonld the conrse of
cvents be unfavourable to the Jesuitical party,
it is certain that these Liberal Catholics would
raise their voices, and demand important
changes in the pnnciples aud institutions of
their own church.  What would Pius IX., or
his successor, do in such & case?  He wonld
be compelled to respond to the wishes of so
many men of influence—influential from their
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intelligence, their social position, and even their
ecclesiastical dignity and rank. The Arch-
bishop of Paris and the Bishop of Orleans, fur
cxample, who are of the number of these Lib-
erals, must be listeued to at the Vatican, Why,
then, does not the Papacy make some reasun-
able concessions in good time?  Ttis possessed
witha spirit of obstinacy and blindness which,
soouner or later, it will bitterly regret.

A Jesuitieal  writer, M. JLows Veuillo?
—has recently published 2 pamphlet, in which
he seis forth the semtiments and views of
the high Popish elergy upon the present con-
flict.  He is almost the official organ of the
Pope, for he bas recently been m:ll_iingva long
stay at Rome, and has derived his inspirations
from the Vitican,

What, then, are the views of M. Veuillot res-
pecting the conducet which ought to be pn_lsued
by France in the existing condition of things ?
We are curious to know them. In the first
place, the pamphleteer is animated by the most
violent hatred towards Victor Emmanuel and
his people.  Ttaly, he afhirms, is wsolen! and
Juolhardy. The Cabincet of Florence is compos-
cd of perperse, umpious. and sacrilegious men.
Garibaldi is a brigand, a species of wild beast,
and so on. The vocabulary of abusive epithers
isalways very copious in the booksof the Jesuits
and the writers they patronise. .

Secondly, M. Veuillot demands, with the
greatest earnestness, that Napoleon 1L s}mnld
place his army at the service of Austria, on
account of the idently of thew reliziuns.  This
is, in fact, the great question which .cxclus'i\"cly
engages the Ultramontanes.  Their political
opiuions are endrely swayed by their sectarian
and theological views. Provided that the Pope’s
throne be not shaken. what matters to theni all
the rest? The past history of our country
proves that the priests and the monks have
always sacrificed the greatness and the honour
of France 30 their ccclesiastical interests. And
then, M. Veuillot cousels the Emperor of Austnia
to yield or to abandon Veaetia; but on what
conditions 7 This is the great, the chief point.
The first condition would be, to restore to Pius
IX. all the former provinces of the Roman
State; the second, to replace Francis I1. upon
the throne of the Two Sicilies; the third, to
restare Parma, Modena, and Florence to their
former soverigas ; fourth, to break the unity of
Itnly, and to establish a cenfederation in which
the Pope should have the preponderance!

I willsay a few words respeeting the inter-
esting report of the Cenlral Erangelization
Socicly. This is a species of home mission. It
takes measures, and cmploys ageats, for preach-
ing the Gospel to the scattered Prostestants,
and forming new churclies. This institution
has existed for nearly twenty years, and is con-
tinually growing—a proof that it corresponds
to a real exisiing want.  According to its last
report, it ins now at work 48 pastors, Hitinerant
preachers, 8 evangelists, 17 schoolmasters, and
other agents, who labour in the different pro-
vinces of France. The committee have expend-
ed, during the past year, more than 195,000
francs, a considerable sum for our French
Church. This is a good and invaluable work.
The Gospel must be known by its fruits, and it
will then not iave much to fear from its adver
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saries. Let us be men of prayer, of zeal, and of
activity. Let us preach the good news of sal-
vation to all, and the Father of Mercies will
certainly bless our pious efforts.

IraLy.—We regret that Italy should not have

a better ally than Prussia, whose treatment of

the Dane, and whose ambitious designs in

BEurope, evoke few cordial well-wishings. We

regret that so little reliance can be placed in

the possible line of action which Napoleon I11.

may follow in accordance with further annex-
ations of Germanor Italian territory to France.
But there is no mistaking the popularity of the
war among all classes of people here.  Italy

claims Rome and Venice as necessary for her

national existence. The inhabitants of these

lands themselves claim freedom from the op-

pressor and usurper.  Not till Ialy is free of

‘Teuton and French invaders, from the Alps to
Sicily, can she possibly reduce her ruinously
large army, and dwell in peace throughout all
her borders. Never can Milan, Bologna, Flor-
ence, and Ancona prosper in trade, and the
immense mountains and plains in their vicini-
ties be developed in their mineral and agricul-
tural resources, aslong as an implacable foe
lies entrenched across the Po, and playing into
the haunds of a still more deadly enemy in the
centre of the land, in the city of Rome. On the
Venctian and Roman questions Italians are
unanimous, however otherwise divided, and so
is every one who lives here and sees how the
best efforts at constitutional government arc
but imperfectly successful, through priestly
opposition, and reactionary intrigue—through
the alliance of the friends of Pope and Kaiser,
who must again have things here all their own
wway or be swept off the face of Italy as incon-
sistent with order and freedom and progress.
Accordingly, the tread and music of armed
men are everywhere. The young recruits, born
in 1845, have been called out, and responded to
the summons with marvellously few exceptions,
when one takes into account the evil sugges-
tions of an illiberal priesthood, acting cvery-
where under instructions from Rowme, on the
minds of these youths, mostly from ignorant
rural or highland districts. The shopmen of
Italy’s large towns, who constitute her National
Guard, haviag offercd their services have been
mobilised, and arc ready o go where sent. Not
only are volunteers received into the regular
army, but an extraordinory corps, under the
command of Garibaldi, has becn formed, to
which patriotic youth flock from all quarters.
At present it is to consist of 20,000 men, but
the volunteers from among Venetian and
Roman cxiles alone will reach this namber. As
a foil to this, the Austrians are dressing out a
number of men in the Garibaldian red shirt,
and raising some regiments of volunteers, but
the youths of the universitics and schools and
townships of Venctia are crossing the border to
enrol themselves under the true banner of free-
dom. The Italian Government has been vested
with cxtraordinary powers by a Parlinment
which hitherto has refused to beled by it. These
powers refer to finance, war preparations, and
the summary repression of tumult or attempt
at reaction. In defence of thislast measurcan
orator in tho House exclaimed—* The clerical
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sect was always hostile to the interests of Italy,
and has never cuased to threaten her safety.
Once upon # time the priests were our detight,
but now they are the scorn and injury not of
Italy alone, but every counury.  When our
valiant sons run to the defence of their coun-
try, exposing their breasts to the bullets of the
enemy, they have aright to ask that when they
return to the dear ones they leave belind, they
~hall find them safeand happy, and not slaugh-
ter, ruin, and the grave.”

While all this is guing on in free Italy, we
turn naturally to the Eternal City. to see what
indications are there atforded.  Alas? there is
no reforns or improvemeat, but rather retro-
gression. if that is pussible, where all has lieen
conformed to the medieval model. The Pope
has fallen wholly into the hands of the Jesuits.
By a recent bull. he has constituted, in per-
petuity, a Jesuit college in Rume, of writers for
the Credta Callolice (Catholic Crcdisation), the
ablest defender of the temporal power and all
the belongings of the Chair of St. Peter, con-
ceding to them every privilege and liberty to
write, and pring, by book, tract, or newspaper,
what they judge best suited to defend the holy
faith. Orders have also lately been issued,
whereby the entrance of furbidden buoks, espe-
cially the Bible (and surprising quantities had
been introduced), is rendered much more difti-
cult and dangerous, while the cunfessional hasg
this Easter been so diligently used that through
mothers, sisters, and wives no fewer than forty
persons have been arrested as possessors or
holders of such publications.

In connexion with the threatened hostilities
in the North, T understand that the Waldensian
Synod (of whose proceedings a friend will send
you this week a report) is likely to make some
arrangements for supplying our Evangelical
soldiers with Christian urdinances, though the
dnty isa diflicult one to discharge, as they are
scattered among the many regiments and di-
visions of the army cncamped in different
localities. It is, however, a necessary duty,
as no fewer than sixteen members of the Leghorn
congregation have left for the seat of war, and,
doubtless. other churches have yielded a pro-
portionate contingent. The members of the
Young Men's Christian Association of Florence
have also placed themselves, through Dr.
Revel, at the disposal of the noble commitice
in Geneva for mitigating the horrors of war,
by relicving the wounded and dyibg in the ficld,
the hospital, and the barrack.

Ispta—~The English Presbyterian Church
have received from their agent in connection
with their infant mission at Rajshai, intelli-
gence of ten baptisms there during the past year.
The agent—the Rev. Behari Ma Singh--also
mentions that several inquirers are under in-
struction.

Cmxa—The Wesleyan missionaries at Han-
kow report the baptism of three adult native
converts. The oldest of these says, that wheR
he saw the city about cight years ago, devast-
ated by the rebels, the temples sharing in the
same fate, and the priests scattered, he was
led to consider the impotence of all its idols,
and his faith in them was completely shattered.
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Socra Arrica.~—The death of the Rev. Mr.
Frédoux, son-in-law of the Rev. R. Moffat, and
5 missionary of the French Protestant Society,
has occurred in the far interior of Africa, under
most melancholy circumstaness.

AByssiNia.—~Intelligence has been received
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confirmatory of tho release of the Abyssinian
captives. A Bumbay telegram of the 8th ult.
says: Colonel Merewether, at Aden, on the 28th
of April, reports that Mr. Rassam and tlio re-
leased captives are all well, and preparing for
their journey tothe coast.

Articles Selected.

JESSICA'S FIRST PRAYER.
BY THE AUTHOR OF “FERN'S HOLLOW.”

CHAPTER I.

AN & screened and secluded corner
of one of the many railway-
bridges which span the streets
of Lundon, thiere could be seen,
a few years ago, from five
o'clock every morning until
half-past eight, a tidily sct out
coffee-stall, consisting of a tressel
and board, upon which stood two
large tin cans, with & small fire of
charcon! burning under each, so as
to keep the coffee boiling during the
early hours of the morning when the
work-people were thronging into the city, on
their way to their daily tuil. The coffec-stall
was & favourite one, for besides being under
shelter, which was of great consequence, upon
rainy mornings, it was also in so private a
niche that the customers taking their out-of-
door breakfast, were not too much exposed to
notice ; and, morecover, the coffec-stall keeper
was a quiet man, who cared only to serve the
busy workmen, without hindering them by any
gossip. Ie was a tali, spare, elderly man,
with a singularly solemn face, and & manner
which was grave and sccret.  Nobody knew
cither his name or dwelling-place; unless it
might be the policeman who strode past the
coffee-stall every half-hour, and nodded fami-
liarly to the solemn man behind it. There were
very few who cared to make any inquiries about
him : but thosc who did could only discover
that he kept the furniture of bis stall at a
neighbouring coffee-house, whither he whecled
his tressel and board and crockery every day
not later than half-past cight in the morning;
after which he was wont to glide away with a
soft footstep, and a mysterious and fugitive air,
with many backward and sidelong glances, as
if ho dreaded observation, until he was lost
among the crowds which thronged the streets.
No one had ever had the persevering curiosity
to track him all the way to his house, or tofind
out his other means of gaining a livelihood ;
but in general his stall was surrounded by
customers, he served with silent seriousness,
aud who did not grudge to pay him his charge
for the refreshing coffee he supplied to them.
For several years the crowd of work-people
had pauscd by the coffee stall under the rail-
way-arch, when one morning, in a partial lull
-of bis business, the owner became suddenly
aware of a pair of very bright dark eyes being

fastened upon him, and the slices of breadand
butter on his board, with a gaze as hungry as
that of & mouse which has been driven by
famine intoa trap. A thin and meagre face
belonged to the eyes, which washalf hidden by
a mass of matted hair banging over the fore-
head, and down the neck; the only covering
which the head or neck had, for a tattered
frock, scarcely fastened together with broken
strings, was slipping down over the shivering
shoulders of the little girl. Stooping down to
a basket behind his stall, he caught sight of
two bare little feet curling up from the damp
pavement, as the child lifted up first one and
then the other, and laid them one over another
to gain a momentry feeling of warmth. Who-
ever the wretched child was, she did not speak ;
only at every steaming cupful which he poured
out of lis can, Ler dark eyes gleamed hungrily,
and be could kear her smack her thin lips, as
if in fancy shg was tasting the warm and
fragrant coffee.

tOh, come now ! he said atlast, when only
one boy was left taking kis breakfust leisurdly,
and he leaned over his stall to speak in a low
and quict tone, “ why don’t you go away, little
girl? Come, come; you're staying too long,
you know.”

“I'm just ‘going, sir,” she answered, shrug-
ging her small shoulders to draw Ler frock up
higher about her neck ; “only it's raining cats
and dogs outside; and mother’s been away ail
night, and she tocuk the key with her; and it's
so nice to smell the coffee; and the police has
left off worriting me while I've been here. He
thinks I'm a customer taking my breakfast.”
And the child Jaughed a sbrill little laugh of
mockery at herself and the policeman.

“You've had no Lreakfast, I suppose,” said
the coffee-stall keeper, in the same low and
confidential voice, and leaning over his stall
till his face nearly touched the thin, sharp
features of the child.

#XNo,” she replied, coolly, “and I shall
want my dinner dicadful bad afore I getit, I
know. You don't often feel dreadful hungry,
do you, sir? I'm not griped yet, you know;
but afore I taste my dinuer, itll be pretty bad,
I tell you. Ah! very bad indeed!

She turned away with a knowing nou, a3
much as to say she had one experience in life
to which he was quite & stranger; but before
she had gone half a dozen steps, she heard the
quiet voice calling to herin ratherlouder tones,
and in an instant she was back at the stall.

% Slip in here,” said the owner, in a cautious
whisper; “here's s little coffee left and a few
crusts. There, you must never come again,
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you know. 1 never give to beggars; and if
youw'd begged, I'd have called the police.
There ; put your poor feet towards the fire.
Now aren't you comfortable 7"

The child looked up with & face of intense
satisfaction. She was seated upon an empty
basket, with her feet near the pan of charcoal
and a cup of steaming coffee on her lap; but
her mouth was too full for her to reply, except
by a very deep nod, which expressed unbounded
delight. The man was bugy for a while pack-
ing up his crockery; but every now and then
he stopped to look down upon her, and to shake
his head gravely.

“What's your name ?" he asked, 4t length ;
‘“‘but there, never mind! I don't care what it
ils. 9\\'hat’s your name to do with me, I won-

er 77

“Jt's Jessica,” said the girl : “but mother,
and everybody calls me Jess. You'd be tired of
being called Jess, if you was me. It's Jess
here, and Jess there ; and everybody wanting
me to go errands. And they think nothing of
giving me smacks, and kicks, and pinches.
Look here I”

Whether ber arms were black and blue from
the cold, or from ill-usage, hie could not tell;
but he shook his head again seriously, and
the child felt encouraged to go on.

#I wish I could stay bere for ever and ever,
just as Iam!” she cried. “But you'~e going
away, I krow, and I'm never to come again,
or you'll set the police on me ?”

% Yes,” said the coffee-stall keeper, very
softly, and looking round to see if there were
any other ragged children within sight, ¢if
you'll promise not to come again for a whole
week, and not to tell anybody else, you may
come once more. 1l give you one other treat.
But you must be off now.”

“Tm coff sir,” she said, sharply; ¢ but if
you've a errand I could go on I'd do it all
right, I would. Let me carry some of your
things.”

% XNo, no,” cried the man; “you run away,
like 2 good girl ; and mind! I'm not to sec you
again for a whole week.”

“ Al right " answered Jess, setting off down
the rainy street at a quick run as if to show
her willing agreement to the bargain; while
the coffee-stall keeper, with many a cautious
glance around him, removed Lis stock-in-trade
to the coffee-house near at hand, and was scen
0o more for the rest of the day in the neigh-
bourhood of the railway-bridge.

CHATER 1I.

Jessica kept her part of the bargain faith-
fully ; and though the solemn and silent man
under the dark shadow of the bridge looked
out for her cvery morning as he served his
customers, he caught no glimpse of ber wan
face and thin little frame. But when the
appointed time was finished, she presented her-
self at the stall, with her hungry cyes fastened
again upon the piles of buns and bread and
butter, which were fast disappearing before the
demands of the buyers. The business was at
its height, and the famished child stood quictly
on one side watching for the throng to melt
away. Butassoon asthe nearest church clock

had chimed eight, she drew a little near to the
stall, and at a signal from its owner she slipped
between the tressels of his stand, and took up hier
former position on the empty basket, Tohis.yes
she scemed even a little thinner, and certainly
more ragged than before; and he laid & whole
bun, a stale one which was left from yesterday’s
stock, upon her lap, asshe lifted the cup of
coffee to her lips with both of her benumbed
hands.

“ What's your name ?” sheasked, lookiag up
to him with her keen eyes.

“Why 7" he answered hesitatingly, as if he
was reluctant to tell somuch of himself; “my
christened name is Daniel.”

t“And where do you live, Mr. Dan'el ?” she
inquired. .

4 Oh, come now ! he exclaimed, *if you're
going to be impudent, you'd better march off.
What business is it of your's where Ilive? I
don’t want to know w lcre you live, I can tell
you.”

#] didn't mean no offence,” said Jess,
humbly; “only I thought I'd 'ike to know
where 2 good man like you lived. You're a
very good man, aren't you, Mr Dan'el 7"

#71 don't know,” he aunswered, uneasily “I'm
afraid I'm not.”

¢ QL, but you are, you know,” continued
Jess. “You make good coffee; prime! And
buns too ! and I've been watching you hundreds
of times afore you saw me, and the police
leaves you alone and never tells yuu to move
on. Oh, yes!you must be a very good man."

Daniel sighed, and fidgetted about his crock-
ery with a grave and occupied air, as if he
were pondering over the child’s notion of good-
ness. Ile made good coffee, and the police
left him alone! It was quitetrue; yetstill ag
he counted up the store of pence, which had
accumulated in his strong, canvas bag, he
sighed agaiun still more heavily., Ilc purposely
let onc of his pennies fall upon the muddy
pavement, and went on counting the rest busily,
while he furtively watched thelittle girl sitting
at his feet. Without a shade of change upon
her small face, she covered the perny with her
foot, and drew it in carefully towards her,
while she continued to chatter fluently to him.
For a moment a feeling of pain shot a pang
through Danicl's heart ; and then he congratu-
lated himself on having entrapped the yourg
thief. It was time to be leaving now; but be-
fore he went he would make her move her bare
foot, and disclose tks penny concealed beneath
it, and then he v ould warn her never to venture
near his stall again. This was her gratitude,
he thought; he bad given her two breakfasts,
and more kindness than he had shown to any
fellow-creature for many & long year; and at
the first chance the young jade turned upon
him, and robbed him! Ile was brooding over
it painfully in bis mind, when Jessica's uplifted
face changed suddenly, and a dark flush crept
over her pale cheeks, and the tears started to
her eyes. She stooped down, and picking up
the coin from amongst the mud, she rubbed it
bright and clean upon her rags, and laid it
upon the stall close to his hand, but without
speaking & word. Daniel looked down upon
her solemnly and searchingly.

¢« What's this 77 he asked.
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“Please, Mr. Danicl,” she answered, “it
dropped, and you didn’t hear it.”

« Jess, he said, sternly, # tell meall about it.”

“Qh, please,” she sobbed, “1 never had a
penny of my very own but once; and it rolled
close to my foot; and you didr't see it; and [
hid it up sharp; and then I thought how kind
you’d been, and how good the coffee and buns
are, and how you let me warm myscif at your
fire, and please, 1 couldn’t keep the penny
any longer. You'll never let me come again
I guess.”

Daniel turned away for a minute, busying
himself with putting his cups and saucers in-
to the basket, while Jessica stood by trembling,
with the large tears rolling slowly down her
cheeks. The snug, dark corner, with its warm
fire of charcoal, and its fragrant smell of coflee
had been a paradise to her for these two brief
spans of time; but she had been guilty of the
sin which would drive her from it. Al beyond
the railway arch the streets stretched away,
cold and dreary, with no friendly faces to meet
her’s, and no warm cups of coffee to refresh
her; yet she was only lingering sorrowfully
to hear the words spoken, which should forbid
her to return to this pleasant spot. Ar. Daniel
turned round at last, and met her tearful gaze,
with a look of strange emotion upon his own
solemn face.

“Jess,” he said, ¢“I could never have done
it myself. But you may come here every
Wednesday morning, as this is a Wednesday,
and there’ll always be a cup of coffee for you.”

She thought he meant that he could not have
hidden the penny under his foot, and she *vent
away a little saddened and subdued, notwith-
standing her great delight in the cxpectation
of such’ a treat cvery week; while Daniel,
pondering over the struggle that must have
passed through her childish mind, went on his
way, from time to time shaking his head, and
muttering to himself, 1 couldn’t have don2
it myself, I never could have done it myself.”

CHAPTER IIl.

Week after week, throngh the three last
months of the year, Jessica appeared every
Wednesday at the coffee-stall, and after waiting
patiently till the close of the breakfasting
business, received her pittance from the charity
ofher new friend.  After awhile Daniel allowed
her to carry some of his load to the coffee-honse,
but he never suffered her to follow him further,
and he was always particular to watch her out
of sight before he turned off through the intri-
cate mazes of the streets in the direction of his
own home. Neither did he encourage her to
ask him any more questions ; and often butvery
few words passed between them during Jessica’s
breakfust time.

As to Jessica’s home, she made no secret of
it, and Daniel might have followed her any
time he pleased. Itwas a single room, which
had once been o hayloft over the stable of an
old inn, now in use for two or three donkeys,
the property of costermongers dwelling in the
court about it. The mode ofentrance was by a
wooden ladder, whose rungs were crazy and
broken, and which led up through a trap-door
in tho floor of the loft.  The interior of the home
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was as desolate and comfortless as that of the
stable below, with only = litter of straw for the
bedding, and a few bricks and boards for the
furniture.  Everything that could be pawned
had disappeared long ago, and Jessica’s mother
often lamented that she could not thus dispose
of her child.  Yet Jessiea was hardly a burden
to her. It wasalong time since she had taken
any care to provide her with food or clothing,
and the girl had to earn or beg for herself the
meat which kept a scanty life within her, Jess
was the drudge and errand-girl of the court;
anl what with being cuffed and beaten by her
mother, and overworked and illused by her
numerous employers, her life was a hard one.
But now there was always Wednesday morning
to count upor: and look forward to; and by-
and-by asecond scene of amazed delight opened
upon her.

Jessica had wandered far away from home in
the early darkness of a winter's evening, after
a violent outbreak of her drunken mother, and
she was still sobbing now and then with long-
drawn sobs of pain and weariness, when she
saw, a little way before her, the tall, well-known
figure of her friend, Mr. Daniel. He was dressed
in a suit of black, with a white neckecloth, and
he was pacing with brisk yet measured steps
along the lighted streets.  Jessica felt afraid of
speaking to, him, but she followed at a little
distance, until presently be stopped bhefore the
iron gates of & large building, and unlocking
them, passed on to the arched doorway, and
with a heavy key opened the folding doorsand
entered in. The child stole after him, but
paused for a few minutes, trembling upon the
threshold, until the gleam of alight lit up within
tempted ler to venture a few steps forward,
and 1o push a little way open an inner door,
covered with crimson baize, only so far as to
enable her to peep through at the inside. Then
growing bolder by degrees, she crept through
herself, drawing the door to noiselessly behind
her. The place was in partial gloom, but
Daanicl was kindling every gaslight, and each
minute lit it up in more striking grandeur. She
stood in a carpeted aisle, with high oaken pews
on ecach side almost as biack as cbony. A
gallery of the same dark old oak ran round the
chapel, resting upon massive pillars, behind one
of which she was partly concealed gazing with
eager eyes at Daniel, as he mounted the pulpit
steps and kindled the lights there, disclosing
to her curious delight the glittering pipes of an
organbehindit. Before long the slow and soft-
footed chapel-keeper disappeared for 2 minute
or two into a vestry; and Jessica, availing
herself of his short absence. stole silently up
under the shelter of the dark pews until she
reached the steps of the organ loft, with its
golden show. But at this moment Mr. Danicl
appeared again, arrayed in a long gown of black
serge, and as she stood speli-bound gazing at
the strange appearance of her patron, his eyes
fell upon her, and he also was struck speechless
for a minute, with an air of amazementand dis-
may upon his grave face.

# Come, now,” he exclaimed, harshly, assoon
as he could recover his presence of mind, “ you
must take yourself out of this  This isn't any
place for such as you. It's for ladiesand gen-
tiemen; so you must run away sharp before
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anybody comes.
way here?”

He had come very close to her, and bent
down to whisper in lier car, looking nervously
round to the entrance all the time. Jessica's
eager tongue was loosened.

“ Mother beat me,” she said, “and turned me
into the streets, and 1 see you there, so I fol-
lowe i you up. Il run away this minuate, Mr.
Daniel; but it's a nice place. What do the
ladies and gentlemen do when they come here?
Tell me, and I'll be off sharp.

“They come here to pray,” whispered Danicl.

“What is pray 7" asked Jessica.

“Bless the child!” cried Daniel, in perplexity.
“Why, they kneel down in these pews; most
of them sit, though ; and the minister up in the
pulpit tells God what they want.”

Jessica gazed into his face with such an air
of bewilderment that a faint smile crept over
the sedate features of the chapel-keeper.

“What is a minister and God ?" she said,
“and do ladiesand gentlemen want anything ?
I thought they'd everything they wanted, Mr.
Daniel.”

¢ Oh!” cried Daniel, ¥ you must be off;, you
know. They'll be coming in a minute, and
they’d be shocked tosee a ragged little heathen
like you. Thisis the pulpit, where the minister
stands and preaches to ’em; and there are the
pews, where they sit to listen to him, or to go
to sleep, may be; and that's the organ to play
music to their singing. There, I've told you
everything, and yor must never come again,
never.”

“Mr. Daniel,” said Jessica, #1 don’t know
nothing about it. Isn't there a dark little
corner somewhere that I could hide in?”

“XNo, no,” interrupted Daniel, impatientiy;
“we couldn't do with such a little heathen,
with no shoes or bonnet on. Come novw, it's
ouly a quarter to the time, and somebody will
be here in & minute, Run away, do.”

Jessica retraced her steps slowly to the
crimson door, casting many a longing look
backwards; but Mr. Daniel stood at the end of
the aisle, frowning upoun her whenever she
glanced behind.  She gained the lobby at Iast,
but already some one was approaching the
chapel door, and beneath the lamp at the gate
stood one of her natural enemies, a policeman.
Her heart beat fast, but she was quickwitted,
aud in another instant she spied & place of con-
cealment behind one of the doors, into which
she crept for safety until the path should be
clear, and the policeman passed on upon his
beat. The congregation began to arrive
quickly. She heard the rustling of silk
dresses, and she could sce the gentlemen and
Iadies pass by the niche between the door and
the post.  Once she ventured to stretch out a
thin little finger and touch a velvet mantle as
the wearer swept by, but no one caught her in
the act, or suspected her presence behind the
door. Mr. Danicl, she could see, was very
busy ushering the people to their seats; but
there was a startled look lingering upon his
face, and every now and then he pecred anxi-
ously into the outer gloom and darkness, and
even once called to the policeman to ask if he
hiad seen o ragged child hanging about. After
a while the organ began to sound, and Jessica,

However did you find your

crouching down in her hiding-place, listened
entranced to the sweet music.  She could not
tell what made her cry, bu. the tears came so
rapidly that it was of no use to rub the corners

. of her eyes with her bard knuchles ; so she lay

down upon the ground, and buried her face in
her hands, and wept without restraint. When
the singing was over, she could only cateh a
confused sound of a voice speaking. The lobby
was empty now, and the crimson doors closed.
The policeman, also, had walked on. This waz
the moment to escape. She raised hersclf from
the ground with a feeling of weariness and
sorrow ; and thinking sadly of the light, and
warmth, and music that were within the closed
doors, she stepped out into the cold and dark-
ness of the streets, and loitered homewards
with a heavy heart.

CHAPER 1V,

It was not the last time that Jessica con-
cealed herself behind the chapel door. She
could not overcome the urgent desire to enjoy
again and again the secret and perilous plea-
sure; and Sunday after Sunday she watched
in the dark streets for the moment when she
could slip in unseen. She soon learned the
exact time when Daniel would be occupied in
lighting up, before the policeman would take
up his station at the entrance, and again, the
very minute at which it would be wise and safe
to take her departure. Sometimes the child
laughed noiselessly to herself, until she shook
with suppressed merriment, as she saw Daniel
standing unconsciously in the lobby, with his
solemn face and grave air, to receive the con-
gregation, much as he ficed his customers at
the coffec-stall.  She learned to know the
minister by sight, the tall, thin, pale gentle-
man, who passed througzh a side door, with his
head bentas if in deep thought, while twolittle
girls, about her own age, fullowed him with
sedate yet pleasant faces. Jessica took & great
interest in the minister’s children. The younger
one was fair, and the clder one was about as
tall as herself; and had eyes and hair as dark ;
but oh, how cared for, how plainly waited on
by tender hands! Sometimes, when they were
gone by, she would close her eyes, and wonder
what they would do in one of the high black
pews inside, where there was no place for a
ragged, barefoot girl like her: and now and
then her wonderings almost ended in a sob,
which she was compelied to stifle.

It was an untold relief to Daniel that Jessica
did not ply him with guestions about the chapel
when she came for breakfast every Wednesday
morning; but she was too shrewd and cunning
for that. She wished him tc forget that she
had ever been there, and by-and-by her wish
was accomplished, and Daniel was no longer
uneasy, while he was lighting up the chapel,
with the dread of secing the child's wild face
starting up beforc him. Bat thelightevenings
were drawing near apace, and Jessica foresaw
with dismay that her Sunday treats would soon
be over. The risk of discovery increased every
week, for the sun was laterand later in setting,
and there would be no chance of creeping in
and out unscen in the broad daylight. Already
it needed both watchfulness and alertness to
dart in at the right moment in the grey twi-
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light; but still she could not give it up; andif
it had not been for the fear of offending Mr.
Daniel, she would have resolved upon going
until she was found out. They could not
punish her very much for standing in the lobby
of the chapel.

Jessica was found out, howerver, before the
dusky evenings were quite gone. It Lappened
one night that the minister’s children, coming
carly to the chapel, saw a small tattered figure,
barcheaded and barefooted, dart swiftly up the
steps before them and disappear within the
lobby. They paused and looked at one another,
and then, hand in hand, their hearts beating
quickly, and the colour coming and going on
their faces, they followed the strange new mem-
ber of their father's congregation. The chapel-
keeper was nowhere to be seen, but their quick
eyes detected the prints of the wet little feet
which had trodden the clean pavement before
them, and in an instant they discovered Jessica
crouching behind the door.

% Let us cali the chapel-keeper,” said Winny,
the younger child, clinging to her sister; but
she had spoken aloud, and Jessica overheard
her, and before they could stir a step she stood
before them with an earnest and imploring
face.

“ Oh, don’t have me drove away,” she cried :
“T'm a very poor little girl, and it's all the
pleasure I've got. I've seen you lots of times,
with that tall gentleman as stoops,and I didn't
think you'd have me drove away. I don't do
any harm behind the door, and if Mr. Daniel
finds me out, he won't give me any more coffee.”

 Little girl,” said the elder child, in 2 com-
posed and demure voice, “ we don't mean tobe
unkind to you; but what do youcome here for,
and why do you hide yourself bebind the door 2

1 like to hear the music,” answered Jessica,
and I want to find out what pray is, and the
minister, and God. I know its for ladies and
gentlemen, and fine children like you; but I'd
like to go inside just for once, and sce what
you do.”

“ You shall come with us into our pew,” eried
Winny, in an eager and impulsive tone; but
Jane laid her band upon her outstretched arm,
with a glance at Jessica’s ragged clothes and
matted hair. It was a question difficult enough
to perplex them. The little outcast was plainly
too dirty and neglected for them to invite her
to sit side by side with them in their crimson-
lined pew, and no poor people atiended the
chapel with whom she could have a seat. But
Winny, with flushed checks and indignant eyes,
looked reproachfully at her elder sister.

* Jane,” she said, opening ber Testament,
and turning over the leaves hurriedly, * this
was papa's text @ little while ago. ¢ For if
there come into your assembly a man with a
gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in
also a poor man in vile raiment; and ye have
respect to him that wearceth the gay clothing,
and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place ;
and say to the poor, Stand thou bere, or sit
here under my footstool ; are ye not then partial
in yourselves, and are becoming judges of evil
thoughts 7' If we don’t take this little girl into
our pew, we * have not the faith of oyr Lord
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect to
persons.'”
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“ 1 don’t know what to do.” answered Jane,
sighing ; “ the Bible seems plain ; but I'm sure
papa would not like it.  Let us ask the chapel-
keeper.?

% Oh, no, no!" cried Jessica, * don't let Mr.
Daniel catch me here. I won't come again,
indeed ; and I'll promise not 1o try to find out
about God, and the minister, if you'll only let
me go.”

“ But, little girl,” said Jane, in & sweet but
grave manuer, ‘ we ought to teach you about
God, if you don't know him. Our papais the
minister, and if yow'll come with us, we'll ask
him what we must do.”

« \Will Mr. Daniel see me ?” asked Jessica.

¢ Nobody but papa is in the vestry,” answer-
en Jane, ““ and hell tell us all, you and us,
what we ought to do. You'll not be afraid of
him, will you ?”

 No, said Jessica, cheerfully, following the
minister’s children as they led her along the
side of the chapel towards the vestry.

‘ Ile is not such a terrible personage,” said
Winny, looking round encouragingly, as Janc
tapped softly at the door, and they heard a voice
saying “ Come in.”

THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.
*’-2“%” # HEXN Bartholomew de Diaz
¥ first sighted that noble
headiand which, like a colos-
sal lion, looks from Africa to-
wards the Southern Pole, so
frightful were the gales, and so
wild the weather, that the navi-
gator's courage failed, and he
called the stormy headland the
: Cape of Tempests, and sailing
back to his pleasant Portugal, he was very
glad to reach again the Tagus, with its quict
moorings amid the orange-groves.

« Capo Tormentoso! Cape of Storms! O,
no; that will never do,” exclaimed the gallant
King, ¢ we must find for it some name of better
omen ; for, depend upon it, that Lion of the
Sea is the guardian of the East: with his cloudy
mane and his hurricane howling he guards the
gold and the spices.  We shall call him ¢ The
Cape of Good Hope, for, depend upon it, India
isround the corner.”

So human history has & stormy headland.
We seldom look at it, but the mist is streaming
over the mountain-tep, andin the terrible gales
some poor ship or other is driven from its an-
chorage, and is tossed about so helplessly, or
founders so fatally. And whether he be the
philosophical, historical or the mere moraliser
on human destiny whom we consult, he is very
likely to say, as most men said in the days of
the bad emperors—as many said in the days of
Napoleon—as some men are saying now, * The
world is going backward ; itis a Cape of Storms.
There is nothing round the corner—nothing but
a boundless expanse of weltering waters—no-
thing but tattered clouds above, and unfathom-
able abysses below, and all passing off into the
blackness of darkness forever.”

But even at the timie when some of the sages
of heathendom were foreseeing nothing but a
dark doom for humanity—Tacitus, for instance
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—they were notaware theheadland was already
doubled, and that, far better then the return of
Astrea, the Desire of all Nations had actually
come, and that henceforward the prospects
of mankind could never be uiterly hopeless.

And now, looking at the dark and storm-
swept headland, like Bartholomew de Diaz, the
eye of sense is troubled, and we call itthe Cape
of Storms. The slow progress of freedom, the
frequent triumph of despotism, the recklessness
with which princes rush into war, the readiness
with which the people follow them, the fright-
ful magnitude of standing armies, the immense
destructiveness of war as now it is waged ; and
then, what is far more serious, the growth of
vast and godless populations in the heart of
our crowded cities, of formidable infidelities in
the very citadels of the feith—the observer of
such things is apt to be ¢ shaken in mind and
troubled,” and, almost trembling for the Ark
of God, is ready to abandon hope and cffort
for mankind.

But like the king who gave a name of promise
to the stormy promontory, Revelation calls this
headland with its hurricanes, the Cape of Good
Hope. It assures us of a brighter dar, & better
world beyond it. Looking at the distress of
nations and the perplexity of rulers, the sea
and the wavesroaring, men’s hearts failing them
for fear, and the very powers of Heaven seem-
ingly shaken, says the Saviour to Hisdisciples,
“Look up, and lift your heads, for your re-
demption draweth nigh.” And Faith locks,
and in these very things sees tokens that the
reign of God is near; and, like Vasco de Gama,
who, whilst the propbets of despair were pre-
dicting bis destruction, had already furled his
sail in quiet waters on & rich and fragrant
coast, Philantbropy still works the Masters
ship, and will, in due time, and beyond a doubt,
drop anchor in the haven of that great Ful-
filment—‘ The kingdoms of this world are
beecome the kingdoms of our God aud of his
Christ.”

This strong consolation, this “ good hope,”
God has in all ages given to His Church, and
this bope has saved it.  First, there was the
Messianic Hope, which, through all the dreary
period of universal paganism, and through the
civil wars and dispersions and desolation of a
thousand years, was the blessed prospect and
sustaining joy of the Hebrew saints: and now
there is the Millennial Hope—the confident ex-
pectation that idols shall be abolished, and that
the existing anavchy shall be succeeded by a
reign of Truth, Love, Righteousness, under the
sceptre of a Saviour universally recognised,
and—if not visibly returned, and visibly resi-
dent—at least present, aund reigning, in a way
of which our existing state gives faint concep-
tion. And this ¢ good hope,” which God has
given, is an everlasting consolation. It not
only comforts the Church of Christ, and
strengthens it for every good word and
work ; but so far as the Church is the heart of
society—so far as it keeps up the fund of lov-
ing-kindness and cheerfulness and enterprise
amongst men at large—this blessed bope of the
Church is a confort to the world.

The present i3 o time of awful anxiety.
Europe is on the eve of conflict. For Germany
and other nations may be in store such horrors
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as the Thirty Years' War created two centuries
ago, and when once the martial frenzy is roused
no country can be secure of immunity. We
fear as we enter under this cloud, and for com-
fort we can look to no arm of flesh. Our hopeis
not found in the humanity of modern warfare,
nor the disinterestedness and magnanimity of
statesmen and sovereigns. It is noteven derived
from particular predictions which cabalistic
adroitness can use by turns to frighten or to
flatter, and the flippant manipulation of which
has been so conducive to infidelity. Our best
hope rests on the purposes of God as indicated
in the ulterior of all prophecy, and as implied
in the incarnation and atonement of Ilis Belov-
ed Son. Where thereare se much sinand crime
we dare not promise that there shall be never
again a crimsen flood, a baptism of fire; but
on that field where Apollyon and the Prince of
Peace are combatants, we well know who shall
be the last to leave, and we cannot doubt that
it will be on & worthy scale and for a saflicient
length of time that Ie will celebrate the vic-
tory.

And all is well, tho’ faith and form

Be sunder’d in the night of fear;

Well roars the storm to those that hear
A deeper voice across the storm.

Fear may be natural, but despair is immoral;
and if the Church of Christ enters into this
cloud, keeping close to the Master, there is a
glory within which will make it good to be
there.

HISTORY OF THE INDIA MISSION,

T is of the utmost import-
ance that every one inter-
b ested in the success of mis-
sions to India should distinctly
understand  how comparatively
brief has been the period during
which efforts in behalf of missions
have been put forth in India. Some
who bave either not made them-
selves acquainted with the matter,
or do not reflect upon the know-
ledge which they possess, are ready to say,
Why are there not greater results to show for
the efforts that have been employed ? A simple
statement of the facts, we are convinced, will
gatisfy every candid mind how groundless such
an objection is. Let us, then, briefly and clearly
state these facts.

Tt is not yet 120 years since the British arms,
under the command of Lord Clive, acquired un-
disputed European ascendancy in India. Butit
was not till many years after Britain had esiab-
lished its position in India that any cffort what-
ever was put forth to educate and to Christianise
it. Edmund Buorke, near the close of last cen-
tury, and about forty years after Britain had
secured the uncontrolled government of India,
spoke of our rulc, and spoke of it with truth, in
these memorable words: * England bas erccted
no churches, no hospitals, no schools. Every
other conqueror has leftsome monument of state
or beneficence behind him.  Were we driven out
of India this day, nothing would remain to tell
that it had been possessed, during the iaglorious
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period of our dominion, by anything better than
the ourang-outan gor the tiger.”

The honour of sending out the first Protestant
missionary to India is dge to the Baptist Church,
This wasin 1792, Butgo hostile was the British

overnment to the efforts put forth in behalf of

bristian missions, that the issionaries were

compelled to takeup their residence at the Dutch
settlement of Serampore, where they prosecuted
the work of trans

lating the Scriptures into the
native langnages. It was only in 1832 that full
Permission wag obtained for Christian Mission-
aries to land and prosecute their work in
India. In that year the East India Company
Was obtaining a renewal of their charter from
Parliament, and the influence of Mr, Wilberforce
obtained the introduetion of a clause

securing
this concession. But even this did not bring to
& close the extremely adverse influences against

which, in India, Christian missionar;
contend. For a while they received no counten-
ance or aid from these who were in power, the
Government patronised and supported heathen
festivals, kept the heathen temples in repair, and
fostered the native idolatries ag the recoguised
religion of the land.

Up to this time th
done nothing whate
in India.
be mentioned in ¢

es had to

e Church of Scotlang had
ver for the cause of misgiong
Dr. Inglis—a name ever to

onnection with ogp India
Mission with gratitude and regard—pleaded itg

claims in & sermon preached before the Society
for promoting Christian Knowledge. In 1823

r. Bryce—who was then one of our East Iudia
chaplains, and whose death the Church had a
few months ago to lament—gent home a memo.
rial from Calcutta, urging the immediate ep-
trance upon the work. The.matter was thus
for five or six years agitated in the Church, but
no definite action was taken for obtaining con-
tributions to begin it till it was formally
brought before the General Assembly by Dr.
Inglis in 1825, The following Commltte‘:e. were
appointed to carry into effect the decision of
the Church of Scotland, to take up the work
of sending the Gospel to tl}e heathen—viz.,

rs. Brunton, Chalmers, 'Dxckson, Gordqn,
Grant, Hunter, Inglis, Muir, Paul, and Rit-
chie. We have given the names of this Com-
mittee, ag by their labours in behalf of this
work they placed the Church of Scotland
under a debt of gratitude that should not }J)e
forgotten. They are all of them names l}}l&t the
Church holds in high and deserved honour.
Six of them have closed their work for G(l)]d
upon the earth, but four still survive to aid the
efforts and to influence the councils of the
Chareh,

In 1826 a pastoral letter was addresgt:tlt by I_)"é
Inglis to the Church, calling upon Il d'o 5‘;;9
and goforward to the work of God in nl ia. A
give the words with which his appeal in v
Pbastoral letter was closed. They are VYO.
Whose truth and weight time ca?not ;,mpml;'.e—t

#In taking leave,” he says, ©* of t e su Jaxfd
and of you, we feel that there are monv]is‘tself
Sncouragements arising out of the wor 1m lf
to which we exhort you, that will have a -
Powerful effect on your minds than an¥ words
Or arguments which can be employed. Itseems
impossible that in this case we should not ha..vg
0ne common feeling : for it is & feeling whic

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

has its originin the law of our n.atul‘e' H.”m%
; i d His salvation, i
our own hope in Christ an hould
would be altogether unnatural that we t?lessed
not have a desire to communicate thli e one
hope to those who, with ourselves, hav d
God hath created.
common Father—whom one ho merits “of
Is it possible that we can rely on the mof that
Christ as a Saviour, for the exercise be
hich alone we can
mercy and grace by whi ! d made
delivered from everlasting misery, gnhout an
partakers of everlasting happiness, wit f salva~
earnest desire to make known the Wayl(; Sof our
tion through Him to others who parta ; % this
common nature ? Or is it possible t ”‘d and
benevolent desire should not be promote cing
strengthened by the precious hope Of:advaﬁo oo
at the same time, the honour of Him w ise of
deemedus? Is it possible that the promlSS or
the Spirit of all grace to strengthen and pro! I();st
us in every righteous undertaking and the mnly
special promise imparted to us by our heave o
Master in reference to this most blessed wothe7
that He will be with us always even unto >
¢nd of the world—should not effectnally enCQEfe
ge us in such labour of love ? Oris it porsi he
that the assurance which is given us of ;‘{e-
ultimate and universal prevalence of ‘the -
deemer’s kingdom, should not establish ou
minds in the use of all-wise and righteous
means for hastening that happy time Wh;n
the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the
earth 1 .

The result of the first appeal of Dr. Inglis at
the end of twelve months, backed as it was by
all the moral weight of the Committee, is thus
summed up hy Dr. Duff .

“ Out of more than 900 parish churches and
53 chapels of ease, collections were made in no
more than 59 parish churches and-16 chapels ;
the aggregate of these did uot amount to
£1000; the subscriptions amounted, in extra~
ordinary donations, to about £300, and in
annual contributions to £90. Such,” he says,
‘ notwithstanding the earnest appeals, the
great preparations, the unwearied exertions
which for two or three years had been made—
such was the amount consecrated by the entire
Church of Scotland, during the first twelve
months, to the support of our missionary enter-
prise.”

But the noble convener was not daunted.
He expressed his trust in the Great Disposer of
all events, that the time might not prove very
distant when the cauge would wear a different
aspect. At the end of four years of efforts to
obtain contributions, we find, by the report
which was submitted to the General Assembly,

that during these four years the sum of £7718
had been collected.

Immediate]

the thoughts of
! irected to obtain~
g one who might go forward to lay the foun-
dation of the Church of Scotland’s labours for
India. In the good providence of God there
Was raised up one whose name will evel"sfvmld
in the front rank of Christian missionaries to
the heathen. We need not say that we refer
to Dr. Duff, By his zeal, his eloquence, hﬁs
wisdom, he secured the sympathies and tle
confidence of the chureh. He organised schools,
8nd gave his influence and aid to everything
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that gave promise of furthering the cause of
‘Christ in India. For thirteen years as & mis-
sionary of the Church of Scotland, aided by
others that were sent out, he prosecuted his
self-denying beneficent Iabours. Bat the un-
happy controversy that for ten years distracted
and rent the Church of Scotland arose, and he
allied himself with those who seceded from the
Church ; and when the secession came, he and
all our missionaries in India, with, we believe,
only one exception, went out from the Church
of Scotland.  We retained the possession of
the schools and the other mission property
Which the Church had purchased in India ; but,
8aving the possession of that property and the
€xperience that had been acquired, the work
had to be begun anew. New missionaries had
to be obtained ; new teachers had to be secured :
hew sources of help and counsel in India and
in Scotland had to be found. The Church gave
itself to the work with results that will here-
after be stated. Such is a brief sketch of the
relation of the Christian Churches, and par-
ticularly of the Church of Scotland, to missions
in India.

Before closing it we solicit the attention of
-our readers to the facts which we have narrated,
and we ask any one who would j udge fairly and
impartially, whether these facts do not amply
Warrant the conclusion, that the past success
to which we can point, and the present posi-
tion of our missionary work in India, afford
ground for our own and every Cheistian Church
engaged in it to go forward with renewed and
increased devotedness and zeal. It ig ouly 74
Years since any Protestant Church even enter-
tained the question of sending the Gogpel to
India. Itis only 53 years since Christian mis-
sionaries were first permitted by the British
Government in India to use the influence and
instrumenls which Christ gave to the Church
to turn the heathen from their idolatory to
serve the living God. Itis only 48 years since
the proposal was first mooted in the Church of
Scotland of having & mission to the heathen.
It is only 40 yearssince that proposal was first
formally laid before the Church. It is ouly 36
Years since its first missionary went out to
begiu this work. And last of all, it ig only
23 years since the Church of Scotland, with
its every missionary and ageut new and inex-
perienced, its every school and church in India
vacant and deserted, entered upon that vast
and arduous field in which our missionaries are
now toiling,

But if with all these facts we can point to
8chools efficiently taught, and crowded to the
utmost of their capability ; if we can point to
Dative congregations with native pastors
Preachingto them the Word of the living God; if
We can point to able and devoted European mis-
Sionaries disseminating amid the assemblages
of the heathen the tidings of the Gospel ; if we
€an point to orphanages raising up catechists
and teachers and preachers to bear forward to
the generations that are to come the standard
and the work of God in India,—~we ask sny
one who loves his_Saviour, and desires in his
heart to further His cause and pame, if this
work is not one that calls for his most earnest
prayers, and deserves his warmest sympathy
and support.
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OHRISTIAN INTERCOURSE OF PASTOR
AND PEOPLE.

may not be in the least aware of

i sftution o which you ae placed ; retors
4 for him, and send for him in time. It oc-
gent 1ly happens that, till the resources of the
casiona a);t have failed, the means of grace are
}}ealmg d for. It is only When the patlent is
litle care 4 of death, and the medical adviser
at the poin o, that recourse iy had to the
can do no more, posing that the individual

Spi’itfml' toB g:eiug)ndiﬂerent ad to the things of
hag hither omparatively little can such a

the keys of death or
e im 'g;ﬁaoéirrlxgi—g:lgannot gr{x}t &bsfluﬁon
:he m:;n-—he cannot pray you into eaven(i
I;:sr;:ies on such occasions 1:2 tthi:r:, ‘:;ir:?z er(?twog
iy neigl'x.bojltrsi)sz %?’;Eg:sgt kindness that k{ﬁngg
lgle cunlgszlmymber of strangers and eagerdhstﬁ:;
zr:%asts 8 reservelgveriggzlgll;’ariﬁ;; ;!Ln towthe
fferers would W X t
;I;Zt:;as ear in the cloget, tbeth:l;ltg r;ot vxsg
10 have proclaimed from the hou ¢ }; - And
oh! let me entreat you, in these so errt»  circun-
stances keep nothing dack. We do x;‘o sk yto
to unbosom to him your inmost ae gl 5 to
disclose all your secret faUI!s, a9 l]xs (:I[";ese the
confessional of the I:E;m;l;n()g:ri . o ase ore
{)mlt tblt’:)gajgrwlzgrnnderstandeth the tkou%)?w
a:ax??)%f But still you ought to chuamrt fe;‘ﬁ
i ith your state of mind~—your fe
g Pt and difficulties,

: H ts, doubts
ﬁ%ﬁ’s xghéir:&%vi'thout guch knowledge he

. nnot pray aright.
cannot speak AHENTTL L (5 e bed of

he p :
When you call in t im all your ills—you
sickness, you freely toll };)turxlﬂ of your disease,

i various tu ]
gta;edr:;zx&;etlyht)b:my glleviate or remdve it,
in or

in reference to bodily
+f this be so needfal in re
Andt if t,?tlsv?;ere, toa certaml exh:tio(zs’ g:x:
S hinion from externd s{ ghe man of
oo and(;‘gl is guch a statemen® Tu ues of the
g(sén;?ho has to minisfier ;C; :1;98,{’1 t%ings, and
" deceitful 8 p
heart—a ;leg;cke a1 Ifyou deal'tglsh?]xlx‘ezt‘}vg;;
despera;tesg much with him& Tain. H%Ois com
it is no urt and ruin. _ -
souls, to yog;;::ngmuy, and so ;]neﬂ"‘e%tz:ely
pelled to 8p make the hearts of the righteous
-—perhaps ttohe Lord hath not made sad ’h or,
aa;li 'tvgl ‘:z?ll worse, to say Peace, peace, Where
wha
there is,n‘ftpe;:e,'e in these Wways you may
Nor is i mote the success of his ministry ;
signslly P‘;’o it as much, or more, by your
ou !?;g; ¢ and your prayers. Thgre dare lm(;
sympa hen the grasp of & warm hand, a loo
ments W sigh of tenderness, or & kindly mes-
of love, & akable good, because telling

§po "
sage, doe;::t‘illf gpin unison with ours. What
of hearts human sympathy on the part

a yearning form,mifest in the flesh! People

even O fegzgmplain of the little good Which a
someo tim 19 instrumental in accomplishing, the
mmxste; ower in his preaching, and the pre.
want 09 gf jrreligion or lukewarmnesg under
;;;B[e:sper;ntendence, when the fault is, in 8
great measure, due to themselves. It may Jllst
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be because prayeris restrained that theblessing | be supposed, existsin the manner of conductin
pray pp g

is withheld, the Spirit of the Lord is straitened.
Prayer moves the arm that moves the world.
The prayer of faith can never fail. Were all
of you, then, to give yourselves to prayer—
praying apart, every family apart, and enlarged
by the feeling that othier aspirations were ming-
ling with your own— were there such incense
day by day continually rising from many an
altar, but gathering into one great cloud, it
would come up a3 of olden time in sweet me-
marial before God, till, opening the windows
of heaven, le poured you out 2 blessing that
there should not be room caough to receive it.
—Scrinonand Charze, on accasion of the scltle-
uent of Dr. Herdman at Mclrose, by Iter. Mr.
Russel of Y.rrow.

CHILDREN'S SERVICES.

Eveay OsE (2 our islands knows about Sun-
day schools, hut many do not know that within
the Iast twenty vears there has ariseu nmong
us an auxiliary to the Sunday School, which is
known by the several names of ¢ The Children's
Church,” “ Separate Services for Children,”
or that which heads this paper.  Of this special
kind of worship and rchgious instruction I pro-
posc here giving an account, having bad much
10 do with it for a serics of vears.

Let me explain the nature of the service,
after having mentioned one or two forcign
sources from which the idea may have been
derived. A quarter of 2 contury ago the Iate
M. Gaussen, of Genevn, held cvery Sunday a2
service for children. Numbers of parents and
other grown-up persons delighted to attend,
but the devotionnl exercises and addresses were
intended for and adapted to the young. Upto
the present hour, nlse, many of the Sunday
Schools in France and Switzerlnad are nothing
clsc than children’s services.  An cffort, which
promiscs to be successful, is at present being
made, maiuly owing 1o the devoted cxertions
of A Woodruff, Esq., Rrooklyn, New York,
10 introduce the British and American system
of scparate class-teaching , but hitherlo the
plan pursued has been that of stationing the
so-called teackers beside thar ciasses—if
classes they deserve to be called—swhile the

*asteur delivered an address o the hittle audi-
tors. The most systematic provision of wor-
ship, with all its accessarics. for the young, has
existed for many years in Rotterdam.  There,

two minisiers (Dominies). kuowa to possess -

tke requisite gifts, are set apart for this high
calling. As the clergs in that city rotate

- ment, of by ane or two questions.

from church to church ina rwell-fixed cyele, |

cach Sunduy finds one or other of these gen-

tlemen officiatiag in onc of the Reformed chur- |

ches.  The place of worship thus used is known
for the dax by the familiar name of the Kinder-
Kerde (childéren’s chuarel), and thitker hic

numbers of bors and girls telanging to all .

classes of the commanity.

From maay facts known to me, however, 1
am led to conclude that children's services in
T.ondon did not take their fise from the study

of continental cxamples and a desive to imitaie .
derived in this part &f the service from the

them, but mther from the neccssitics of the

case. . .
Considerable diference of detadl, itmaz well

these services. The following is one which

meets with some approval, aud seems to me

suitable enough for the end in view. I shall
first give itia a tabular skeloton form, and then
add some words of explanation :—

1. Psalm or bymn.

. Repetitive prayer.

. A portion of Scripture read repetitively,
responsively, by the conductor slone, or
by children verse about.

A psalm or hymn.

The Lord’s Prayer.

The address, divided iato two portions by
means of : parenthetical by,

Prayer, not repeated.

A hymn.

Announcements of remarks.

10. The Benediction.

No remark requires to be made about the
singing, cxcept that the tunes and hymns
should be well selected, and that it should be
characterised by animation. Whether the repe-
titive prayers be read, as in some church ser-
vices, or uttered without reading, asis common
emong Dissceaters and in Scotland, each clause
which the children are to repeat aloud should
be short and simple. Length or complexity of
sentences will defeat the object. Juvenile
minds can grasp, appropriale, and use that
alone which is couched in simple language :
and such therefore ought to be employed when
they arc expected to join in the devotions.

Four ways of reading the Scriptures, it will
be observed, are in use.  Somctimes one, some-
times the other, may be adopted. In the case
of a prose psalm, the responsive way is besy, if
the children can enter intoit. When the au-
dience is very juvenile, or very uncducated, so
that few can read, the repetitive system is pre-
ferable to the others. Should the passage to
be read coniain hiard words, or difficult proper
names, it will be well for the gentleman in
charge to read it himself. Wheo the anditors
are able to read well, the cffect 1s good of
asking n given number to rise; in token that
they are prepared to read when called upon.
Verse after verse is then assigned, cither by the
finger or cy ¢ of the presiding teacher, to one
aad another, but in w0 regular order, il the
passaze is campleted. Wherever there occurs
a knotly expression, 2 geographical reference,
or ansthing that requires explanation to roung
minds, it is wise {o clear awax the difficuliz on
the speol, cither by a very fow words of com-

W

Qo

Osb?l

One peculiatizy of the address is noted in the
programme given, that of its heiarr divided into
two parts, between which the ehiidren rise and
sing » hyma.  Ia Amcrica, severat distinet ad-

Tesses, cach len minules lang, are gpiven. |
Lave ant, however, heard of this being doncon
ourside of the Adantic.  Other features of the
discourse brsides its hiscction, for all of which,
of course, the speaker must come prepared. are
these 1 Questions shiould e frequently used,—
they not merely impart vivacity, bat throw
lighton trath ina way that no other sysiem
can cffeet. An exeeedingly offective aid s

Toung peaple thomselres, I is indecd, Bat
oxe application of many of what should Le
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stamped a3 o golden rule in the art of dealing
with children, that the more one can get them
o do, and the more their faculties both of body
and mind are brought into play, in_ the same
proportion are they happier, and the teaching
of them more effective. The practical appli-
cation of this principle in the case before us is
the following. No discourse to children can
well be prepared without the quotation of some
short pointed texts being required.  They
either illustrate some point under discussion,

throw additional light upon the doctrines

haedled, or bring home with effectiveness the
practical issuo of the truth under consideration.
-\ man, inexperienced as to children, would na-
turally think that the speediest and surest way
of quoting is for him to read it out himself.
Not at 2ll. Let him name the passage, and
request the first who finds it to stand up.  The
short pause while he waits, and the busy rustle
of leaves as the refercnce is sought out, form a
useful break in the proceedings. And then,
when some boy with manly voice, or some
Shrinking girl whose tones indicate far more
capacity of feeling, reads aloud the short living
word, onc is often struck with the ecarnest,
perfectly silont attention with which the
audience listens to onc of themselves. My
own conviction has often been in such cases
that kindly boy or gentle girl was doing as
much of the real work of the day, so far as im-
pression 15 concerned, as I orany other speaker
who had all the rest of tho duty to perform.
Some speakers skilfully avail themselves of

a black hoard—the indispensable accompani- |

ment of an ordinary school-room. The cffect
is good, for instance, when, afler a head of the
discourse has been discussed, itis legibly writ-
ten down or printed on the board. There it
remains, an acquaintance to the clder hearers,
an object of reverence to the little ones as yet
uninitiated into the mysteries of reading. With

very voung auditors, sweil-coloured Scripture |

ictures may be advantageously employed.\ iay

~iend of minc in a provincial town, laboriousiy |
conducts a service of this kind, which is at- |

tended by some hundred weli-behaved childrea,

and seventy or cighty roughs. He tells me that |

his addresses, from Sunday to Sunday. can be
t~ferred to no recognised species of discourse.
Ancedotes, pictures, the black board, ard all
oiher conceivable aids are Iatd wnder requisi-
tisn, in order to arrest and retain the atiention
of his excitable and volatile nudicnce.

Now that the medus aperandi has been ex-
piained, it is more casy to siate the aims and
Shiects of separate services for children. They
are these =—

i. To reclaim from Sabbath-breaking, and
zd the bost of erils which accompany it.

2. To accustom 1o worship, at least on the
Szaday.

2. To impart religious instruction.
e Institation for which 1 plead is no
43y school, and those who come to it

%

Though
t a2 Sun.
are no

1
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assigned to the care of distinct teachers, there
15 not a little of the instructing clement in its
proceedings, if they are wisely conducted. Tho
Scriptures are read, and, where difficult,
explained. Every day, at the veryleast, one
truth is illustrated, simplified, and enforced ;
and even the prayers, when truly such, contain
in them a body of Scriptural doctrine suited
for the youngest.

4. To give pleasing associations with sacred
truth and Divine worship.

This, and nothing else, must be the high
central aim of every such evangelistic agency.
Tlen, with every such soul converted, one
uiore source of vice and crime is dried up, n
fountain of good is opened, light and truth are
are let into some godless family, n worker is
added to the corps—a soldier of the army of
Jesus, joy is communicated to heaven, and le
is honoured whose name is 23 ointment poured
forth. Let me give one result of 8 compre-
hensive evangelistic effort which iucludes much
work among the young. Not very long ago a
minister was called upoa to visit a family in
deep afiliction. A youth of sisteen, who had
left his homen the murning well, was brought
home a disigured corpse. By tho bursting of
a steam-boiler, he and another had met with
sudden death. Amid poignant sorrow, what
comfort twas there for the bercaved relatives!
Converted two years before, this vouth had
spuken successively to his mother, sister, bre-
ther-in-law, and father, and had—=as their sub-
sequent history scems to testify—Iled them to
Jesus. Being instrumental also in tho con-
version of & youry friend, he had, associated
with him, begun Christinn cfforts among old
people, when he was suddenly called away.
Here was freit well worih toiling for.

Two objections are often urged against chil-
dren’s services :—(1.) * You separate,” it is
said, ** children from their parents, when botir
should together be in the House of God.™ The
simple reply to this is, that these services are
primarily intended for those young people who
cither have no parents, o7 whose parents attend
no place of worship. I[n no case that 1 am
aware of are church-going parents urged to
send their children away from their side.  Bat
if, of course, they choose to do su, after ascer-
taining what the children’s service is, and how
canductied. 1, for one, would uet hinder such
children from coming. (2). It heps the young
from the solid spiritaal foord of the Church,
and s¢ accustoms them ta dilusirated discourses
that ther caa relish nothing clse.  Answer:
The spiritual food in the Church is so solid,
not te say heavry, that it is in mast cases quite
unsuited o mere children . and, 2s to tkeir
farming a taste for illustzated truih, this is no
daubt true : but. as ther find only milk and
crumbhs at the children’s serviee, outgrotwing
these, they will seck for that which is more
adapled to their maturing minds, and will find
itin the abic discoutses aud wership of the
sanctuary.
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‘ Riscellancons.,

Grascow (ATheDpRAL PaintEp WiNpows.—
Over the south door of the nave there is a piece
of tracery of a design similar to that in the
heads of the windows of thisside of the church.
For some years it has remained without painted
glass, 2 blot amongst ihe richlycoloured win-
dows on cach side of it.  No subscriber could
be found to fill itin; and the sccretary to the
cominittee represented to the late Fitst Com-
missioner, Mg, Cowper. that he had no hope
of Licing able to compliie this side of the church
without his aid. Mr. Cowper at once agreed to
supply the means, and to employ W. & J. J.
Kier to exccute the glass, which is now in its
place, and which harmonises perfectly with the
surrounding windows, to which it is quite
cqual in execution. The design is necessarily
ornamental only, but Messrs. Kier have also
executed 2 figure of an angel in the Lauder
crypt, in the first window on entering, which
is an excellent specimen of their art, and com-
pletes the series in this part of the crypts.

Savises or Cumones.—One day a mother,
being in o hurry, spoke sharply to her little
boy, when he turned reund quictly and said.
¢ Mother, God had more paticnce with Nozh
and the old wicked world till the ark was built;
if you would just have patience with me for
a few years, then I would have more sensc.”
Shortly before his death he came home from
school in great delight about the story of
Abraham offering up Isaac, which he had just
read in his lesson; and asking his mother to
sit down tll he rehearsad the whole narrative,
he turned abruptly, and looking her scrutin-
isingly in the face aske'. # Would you like to
part with me, your only son, if God bade you?”
The mother having lostseveral children before,
felt stunned at the searching inquiry, and eva-
sively answered, ¢ Tdon't kuow, Aleck.” ¥ Ah,
mather,” was the immediate reply, ©if you arce
not williag to part with mc, it may provoke
God to take me away; but if you had faith like
Abrabam to give me up, God would not take

me from you, but provide sorae lamb for a burnt
offering in my place.”

There i3 not a cammon objection in the waiks
of Scriptural truth that has not been expressed
by very young casuists. One says, ¢ Why did
the good God allow us all to become so naugh-
ty 77 Another, * Wherefore does not Jesus
Christ and his holy apostles come now, as at
the first, and do their wonderful works over
again, that all men might belicve on him?” ¢ If
I cannot make my heart good,” says another
arch urchin, ¥ then hew can God punish e
for having 2 bad heart?” #If Jesus Christ,”
said a little fellow of six, looking up from a
Testament which he had jost learned to read,
and pointing me to Mark xiii. 32— If Jesus
Christ be God, then how doces he not know the
day of judgment 7 In such querics, which touch
the whole cirele of human doubts, we sce the
grand sources of human disquictudes continual-
Iy bubbling up from the transparent hearts of
children. It would be well for older doubters if
they sought their deliverance, as children find
it, by large confidence in 2 loving God, and a
willingness to wait for a solution until they
have more understanding.

Onpinationy or ELper AT St MATTHEW'S
Curncy, Poist 81. Cnarres—On Sabbath, the
22nd inst,, Mr. John Kerr, of the Grand Trunk

Works, was ordained to the office of the Elder-
ship in connection with the above Church.

ErGin.~—The Pic-nic, in aid of the fund for
completing the Elgin Manse, came off on Tues-
day last, in the grove of Mr. John Gillies, jr.,
and was very successful, the attendance being
large. The Rev. Messrs Cochrane, Ross and J.
Frazer (Montreal) delivered addresses. Mr.
McKallap, with his pipes, was present, and gave
much pleasure to all by his excellent playing.
After spending an agiceable day the party
broke up at a scasonable hour. We arc happy
to learn that the sum realized is consideralby
{ over S100,

Sabbath Beadings.

# HE LEADETH

ME IN THE PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR IS NAMES SAKE.”

PPsaLy Xxiii, 3.

RV TOFE REV. JAMES CULROSS.

restoring is imparted to
the soul fer this end. that we
may walk in * the righ-
tcous ways of the Lord.”
And so it is  added,
“ e leadeth me in the paths
of rizhtcousness for his namge's
sake.”

There are feww things more
targely written in Scripture, or
mere cvidently and certainly experienced

e, IR

ek

'x’

in rood men’s lives, than the leading of
God — leading which is partly outward and
providential, partly inward and spiritual.
To the man of the world, for whom nature
is a vail that hides the face of God, and
who walks by the sight of his cyes and the
hearing of his cars, or at the best by natu-
ral reason, it is wholly unreal, visionary,
impossible, "tepian — a beautiful fancy,
and nothing more.  To the man of faith,
on the other hand, who is * as sceing Him
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who is invisible,” there is nothing more ab-
solutely certain and worthy of confidence.
To him, life is a course in which he may
enjoy the guidance of the Infinite Wisdom
and the Infinite Love : to him, Jehovah is
“ the Shepherd Isracl” who * leadeth
Joseph like a flock ;” who ¢ bringeth the
blind by a way that they know not ;7 in
whose paths ¢ the wagfaring men, though
fools, shall not err.””  And so it is vaitten,
“ The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord :” “ In all thy ways acknow-
ledge him, and he shall direct thy patl "
“ Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust
alsy in him, and he shall bring it to pass :”
“ I am the Lord thy God, who teacheth
thee to profit, who leadeth thee by the way
that thou shouldest go.” We sce this
divine leading in the history of Isracl : we
see it in the lives of men like Abraham, or
Joseph, or Moses, or David : the Bible is
full of sants’ cries for it, like this, * Lead
me ir: thy truth, and teach me; for thou
art the God of my salvation:” and no good
man, 1 believe, can look back over the
course of his own life without recoguising
that the Lord (thwarting cherished desires)
has guided him in a way that he would
not have chosen for himself, and that has
been marked throughout by truth and sure
mercy. To our narrow thoughts, there is
often sceming evil in the way ; our vision
forward is often shut in by darkest mystery;
but to his cye, which takes in all our inter-
ests, and our whole immortal destiny in
its grand survey, the way he chooses for us
is ¢ the right way — the way cverlast-
ing.”

It may appear to some that this is to
open a door to the wildest fanaticism—to
dreams, and impulses, and visions, aud all
sorts of imaginary communications from the
unseen world. May not onc man follow
his fancy, another his natural desires, an-
other cven his frenzy, and deem that they
arc led by Jehovalh 2 There is a twofold
sceurity against such abase.  There is the
Word of God, in which the right way is
deseribed.  No impulse, or fecling, or aspi-
ration is to be trusted that is out of har-
mony with the Book. And there is the
Spirit of God, abiding livingly within us,
who interprets the written Word to the
heart, and whose mystic impulses are just
in the same line.  So vivid, and distinet,
and direct is the guidance thus imparted,
that it is as if we were guided by God's
cye.  What micaning, what warning, what
rcbuke, what counsel, what love, the cye
an flash forth—so subtly, so fully, so

quickly, so certainly, so powerfully! At
the fireside, for example, a mother can
speak to her children by glances which the
stranger cannot understand, and compared
with which speech is slow and uncertain.
The Lord looked on Peter, and he went
out and wept bitterly. Now, to those who
are in spiritual sympathy with God the
promise 1s given, ** 1 will cuide thee with
mine eye.”  Obh, my brother, look upward
from amidst your perplexing environments
—from amidst the confusing influences of
the world—1{rom amidst the human urgen-
cies that would impel you this way or that
—away from the clamorous-waved and
unresting sea to the infinite calm sky—that
you may meet the look of the guiding eye
above! The mists that surround you, on
the low levels of curth, do not cut you off
from the heavens. There is a clear line of
vision to the face of God. Look right up-
ward, withsimple, child-like, pleading look,
and with his eye e will guide you, and
teach you the way that you should go. Ile
will conduct you safely through all the
manifold perplexitics, dangers, difficulties,
mysteries of this mortal life. along the
shining path of the just.

God’s leading demands a trustful, fear-
less, cheerful surrender on otr part.  Such
a surrender, indeed, even good men are
sometimes slow to give. Because we are
such slaves tosensc, we find it most diflicult
to trust an invisible Friend, moving in
mysterious ways, and dealing with us after
purely spiritual methods, and to advance as
it were blindfold, we cannot tell whither.
Unsceing the angelguards who surround
our paths, and who are ¢ charged” to keep
us in all our ways, we conjure up a thou-
sand dangers ; like a boy walking after
dark along a path among woods, who
trembles every moment lest 1 robber or a
wild beast should leap cat upon him from
some bluck thicket. Wec often il to ask
the leading of God ; or we ask it enly with
our lips 1ustead of our heart ; or it with
our heart, we yet unbelicvingly draw back,
and refusc the offcred and outstretched
hand of God. The road is rough and
difficult, and we do not like it; it is unfre-
quented. and we would have * liberty™ and
¢ breadth ;7 it is dark, and we are afraid
and tremble ; it is the wilderness, and we
would have Canaan's ¢ milk and honey™ at
once ; and so we sclfichoose some more
sceming-pleasant way ; or if we do takethe
God-appointed way, we do it sullenly and
unbelievingiy. Now he who accepts Divine
leading offers himsclf sincerely and trust-
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fully to God ; surrenders himself to God's
boly and loving will ; says with a quiet,
unrebelling heart, Thy way, not mine ;
Thou seest what I am blind to : thou hast
purposes whose magnificence and reach I
cannot understand, and whose decp mystery
£ cannot fathom : but I trust thee, and
yield myself wholly to thy knowledge, thy
wisdom, thy powcr, thy holy loving-lind-
ness : and would go through life with my
hand in thine.

Mark that word ¢ me.” There is not
only gencral guidance for the whole flock,
but leading for each individual member of
it:  Will God really concern himself about
“ me,” so insignificant, so poor and needy ?
The experience uttered in this verse ans-
wers, Yea. There is nothing that comes
out more clearly in Scripture than the indi-
vidual care vouchsafed to all who trust in
God, cxactly adapted to the various condi-
tion and circumstances of cach. The very
hairs of the head are numbered.

The fulness of meaning contained in the
words “he leadeth me,” could not be
known by Old Testament saints; could
not be known till the Good Shepherd came
and dwelt among us.  Unlike what we are
accustomed to, the Eastern shepherd lite-
rally “ leads” his flock; he goes before
them, and calls them by name, and they
follow him : and thisis what the Divine
Shepherd has done.  He has not merely
marked out the way for us in his Word ;
he does not merely lead us by his provi-
dence and by the inward impulse of his
Spirit ; but he has also gone before us,—
has given uy an example that we should walk
in his steps : and now our part is to follow
him ; to reproduce his life among men ; to
be in the world even as he wasin the world;
so that we may be able to say, by no mere
figuro of speech, “ I live; yet not I; but
Christ liveth in me.” We spenk of con-
fessors and martyrs in the heroie ages, men
of whom the world was not worthy, who
for the love they bore Him freely spilt their
blood, and said in the doing of it, * Thy
loving-kindness is better than life ;" and
we think within ourselves, e cannot expect
to be like these old worthies ; we must be
content with somecthing bumbler. But
Scripture says to us, Nay ; not * something
humbler ;"-—something unspeakably gran-
der—cven to be like the Lord from heaven:
in your own dim and narrow sphere yon
are to manifest Mas life anew. Just as
Paul saw the shining-robed Christ before
him, and said, “ Lfollow after.”

The paths wherein the Good Shepherd
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leads his own are here called “ the paths of
righteousness.” They are thus distinguish-
ed from the “ way of the wicked,” * the
way of darkness,” ¢ the way of transgres-
sors,”” ¢ the way of the ungodly,” « the
ways of death.” The word “ righteousness”
is one of the greatest of Old Testament
words. [t does not refer merely to truth
and justice as between man and his fellow-
man, but points mainly to the relation of
good men to God. We must not indeed
take it herc and in similar passages as if it
belonged to the Epistle to the Romans : we
must remember that the mystery of right-
cousness was not yet unfolded as it is
under the dispensation of the Spirit ; but I
belicve the New Covenant idea is here in
germ. The Old Testament use of the
word is seen in such seriptures as the fol-
lowing : ¢ There shall come fortha rod out
of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of his roots:...... and with right-
cousness shall he judge the poor, and
reprove with equity for the meck of the
earth ;...... and righteousness shall be the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the
girdle of his reins.” ¢ Thou meetest him
that réjoiceth and worketh righteousuess.”
“ The Lord hath made known his salvation:
his righteousness hath he openly showed in
the sight of the heathen.”  In those days,
and at that time, will I cause the Branch
of rightcousness to grow up unto David ;
and he shall exccute judgment and right-
cousness in the land :  in those days shall
Judah be saved and Jerusalem shall dwell
safely ; and this is the namc wherewith
(after whick) she shail be called, Jehovah-
Tsidkenu.” In these and similar passages,
as it seems to ame, the grand lines are
really, though dimly traced, which we find
so distinetly and clearly drawn for all
future ages by the Apostle Paul.  “ The
paths of rightcousness” are the paths of a
man on whom * condemuation,’ does not
rest, whose “ transgression is forgiven” and
whose « sin is covered 3’ who has emerged
from the region of ¢ guile,” who is made
“ upright in heart,” and who translates the
will of God inte daily action, showing how
glorious and divine a thing our human life
may become.

These paths of rizhtcousness to the
righteous, led of God in them, are also in
the highest sense paths of * pleasantness.”
I say in the highest sense; for to the sclfish
heart they are irksome, and oftentimes in-
tensely disagrecable.  But to one whn hias
tasted the joy of walking with God and
doing his wil), the paths of righteousness
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have a delight that cannot be expressed.
It is, indeed, 2 common thought, and has
done much mischief, that the ways of the
Lord are ways of gloom. In part it is the
whisper of the devil in the heart.; in part
it is a deduction from the lives of some
good men who, instead of ¢ rejoicing in
the Lord alway,” have thought it their
duty to “ hang down the head like a bul-
rush., and to spread sackeloth and ashes
under them ;”’ and in part we have mis-
takenly embodied it in our religious teach-
ing. But gloom is out of harmony with
the whole spirit of godliness. There are
no pure pleasures from which a good man
is cut off. Nay, rather, he alone has the
full possession of them. And he has joys
of his own, of which the stranger knows
not. ¢ Light is sown for the righteous,
and gladuess for the upright in heart.” « 1
delight myself in thy commandments,
which I have loved.” I do not know a
finer illustration of all this than the expe-
rience of Standfast in the ¢ Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress.”  He is crossing the river, and
when about haif-way in, he stands awhile
and talks to his companions on the shore.
“ The tongues of dying men enforce atten-
tion like deep harmony ;" and looking back
over all the way that the Lord has led
him, he says : “ I seec myself now at the
end of my journcy ; my toilsome days arc
ended. I am going to sec that head that
was crowned with thorns, and that face
that was spit upon for me. I have for-
merly lived by hearsay and faith ; but now
I go where I shall live by sight, and shall
be with him in whose company I delight
myself. I have loved to hear my Liord
speken of, and wherever I have scen the
print of his shoc in the carth, there have I
coveted to set my foot too. Iis name has
bern to me asa civet-box ; yea, sweeter
than all perfumes. His voice to me has
been most sweet 3 and his countenance 1
have more desired than they that have
most desired the light of the sun. His
words ] did use to gather for my food, and
for antidotes against my faintings. llec
has held me, and hath kept me from mine
iniquities ; yea, my steps have been streng-
thened in his way.” Speaking thus, his
countenance changed, aud he ccased to be
szeu of them.

This leading in the paths of righteous-
ness is given * for his name’s sake” A
truc name of old not only pointed out and
identificd, but also deseribed. It did not
merely turn our thoughts to a particular
individual, but was significant—carried a

meaning in it—declared something charac-
teristic of the individual. Thus the dying
Rachel called the name of her boy Benont,
“ the son of my sorrow;” and Ilannah
called the name of hers Samuel, ¢ asked of
God,” saying, Because I have asked him of
the Lord. So it is with the name of God;
it not only distinguishes him from other
beings, but describes him ; tells who le is,
and what he is; so that if we know his
name, we know himself. The name is
much more glorious for us than it was for
David. Marvellous disclosures have heen
made since his time, both in word and act;
above all, the name has been revealed in
Jesus, so that “ whosoever hath seen him
hath seen the Father also.” I do not
think that David has in view the name zs
given to Abraham or to Moses ; but the
name which he has used in the beginning
of this psalm—the shepherd-name—which
tells of care, love, guidance, defence, fellow-
ship, salvation. Now it was the great plea
of Old Testament believers, when they
prayed, “ For thy name’s sake.” “ For
thy name's sake, O Lord, pardon mine
imquity.”  “ Quicken me, O Lord, for
thy rizhteousness’ sake bring my soul out
of trouble.” We are familiar, throughout
human life, with the doing or giving of
things for the sake of another. A young
man, for example, surrenders himself to
bad influences, and is brought into misery.
An old friend of his father falls in with
him in his misery, and shows him kindness,
and says, Young man, I do this not for
your own sake, but for your father's sake,
for I loved him. When God leads us
in the paths of righteousness “for his
name’s sake, it is implied that the
reason for the leading is not in us, but
in himself. He is true to his shephers
name. It is a name that he has taken to
himself; and ke will not falsify, he will
not dishonour it.  In all his dealings with
me he will show forth that he s my She-
pherd. And this is why he leads me in
the paths of righteousness : it is * for his
name's sake.”

If the Lord has donme great things for
us, whereof we are glad, let us praise him,
as David does here ; let us publish abroad
his mercy—his righteousness and salvation
—that others may be led to trust him. It
is the way that his glory is advanced, and
that sinners areconverted unto him ; when
we live gratefully and show forth what he
has done for our souls. ¢ O taste and sce
that the Lord is ood : blessed is the mae
that trusteth in him."”
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JESUS, OUR REDEEMER, HEAR !*

Forwe have not an high priest, which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.—
Iceb. iv. 15,

HEN our heads are bowed with woe,
When our bitter tears o'crflow,
When we mourn the lost, the dear,

Jesus, our Redecmer, hear!

Thou our throbbing flesh hast worn,
Thou our mortal griefs hast borne,
Thou hast shed the human tear,

Jesus, our Redeemer, hear!

TWhen our eyes grow dim in death;
TWhen we heave the parting breath;
TWhen our final doom is near,

Jesus, our Redeemer, hear!

Thou hast bowed the dying head ;
Thou the blood of life hast shed;
Thou hast filled a mortal bier:

Jesus, our Redeemer, hear!

When the heart is sad within,
With the thought of all its sin;
When the spirit shrinks with fear,

Jesus, our Redeemer, hear!

Thou the shame, the grief, hast known;
Though the sins were not thine own,
Thou hast deigned their Joad to bear;

Jesus, our Redeemer, hear!

* Iymnus for the worship of God ; selected and arranged for the use of Congregations connected
with the Church of Scotland. )



