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The Inductive Study of the Bible.  the Psalms written in captivity should also be
) carefully studied, as the 107th, 126th, 137th;
This method of studying the Word of God is 180 the book of Daniel and the later prophets
more and more Mtruutinf deserved attention. “.:,{Iﬂg“lm'{“.’Chl}r:'fh'wun'! ')lallaul'u. lkewith
This larger study of the Bible, as a whole, and ie “; .le“'.\ mft u.:r captivity )eluu;)e i ‘;'t
of the relations of its inter-dependent parts will the I" o "'yl" t'l‘(’.{le"t}('ns' and the prophets
be a benediction to those who undertake it and =~ 15€ tu. employ their bitterest sarcasm in set-
to the whole Church. Too often attention has ting forth tha wwk'n-.dlness of idolatry.
been focussed upon a single text, or a few verses, Dr. Burwash strikingly compared the return
but one of the greatest advantages of the Inter- ©f the Jews from the fertile plains of Babylon,
national Lesson system is that it selects large where many of them '"“U""g settled nqxl be-
portions and leads to the study of the connect- ¢0me wealthy, to the ﬁte.“le and stony hills of
ing links so as to give a more comprehensive Judea “_"'.‘ desolated city of ']‘3“}5‘ -em, us a
idea of that wonderful book, the Bible, as a great religious movement, more “k!“ to _th'“' mi-
whole, and of God's leading, widening and = &ration of thvl' .I'Ilrlf.itll Fathers of New l'.l‘lglnnd
brightening from age to age, from the narrow #nbd of the lm}ted I‘AIIPIFE. Loyalists of (Alll&l.lli
beginnings of patriarchal times to the broad than to anything else which has occurred in
sunlight of the new dispensation. It is well history.
illustrated by Dr. Burwash’s lectures to the It has been well said that the wheat of the
Sunday-school teachers of Toronto, as given in earth was sifted for the seed of that Fl"“ti"g
the Victoria College Chapel and attended by a on the rugged New hngl_nml shore, anc dUl!M)'
large number of Sunday-school workers and sifted for the second migration of the United
others in the city. Some notes from the lec. Empire Loyalists to Canada, into the then
ture on the first lesson of the year will indicate ~pathless wilderness of this country. So the
some of the points of this method. aithful Jews were winnowed by the fan of
The lessons of the first quarter cover about ~Ppersecution, and_they were men of high spirit
one hundred years, and inclose the Canon of the and bold emprise who traversed the nearly
New Testament. They are marked by the ab- 5,000 miles from Babylon to Judea.
sence of the stupendous miracles of the eras of  The broad and comprehensive study of this
Moses and of the Divine Teacher of whom he great religious movement will be full of lessons
testitied. Few parts of Scripture are more in- = of Satriutism and religious duty, of faith in
structive, more full of the spirit of faith, God and love of country—the institutions and
prayer, obedience to the command of God and = ordinances of God's house and God's law. We
the duties of everyday life. The books of Ezra trust that all the teachers in Toronto and its
and Nehemiah are not a continuous history. but neighborhood will endeavor in person jto enjoy
their object is to relate the various leap: by ' the advantages of the Chancellor’s important
which God's plan was carried out, the Tabernacle lectures, and that very many teachers through-
set up in Jerusalem, and the old institutions out the country will take up this inductive
of the land re-established after the ca tivity. study of the lessons, and arrange for local ex-
Beside the study of Ezra, Nehemiah, g‘.sther. aminations in the month of April, and that year
as a whole, Cl llor Burwash r ds | after year the numbers may increase till aliy our
that, in order to enter into the spirit of the | teachers, and many who are not, shall become
period, the book of Isaiah, from the fortieth to = enthusiasti Bible students in the broad and
the forty-ninth chapter, should be carefully | comprehensive plan, Nothing will do more to
read. ’thi! was written for the people of the | improve the quality of teaching and to make the
captivity to arouse their faith nmre zeal. Then | Word of God a more real, living, inspiring book.
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Home Department of Sunday-
school Work.

We have been much impressed by the impor
tance of the Home Department of Sunday-
school Study, and, therefore, brought the mat-
ter before the last meeting of the Sunday-school
Board. The Board considered that as several
other subjects were being strongly urged, as
the Epworth League, the Junior League, the
Inductive Study of the Bible, Catechumen Clas
ses and other topics, that it would look like
unduly multiplying machinery and having too
many irons in the fire to urge the adoption of
the Home Study Department. It was also
feared that it might, in some degree, divert
attention from the Sunday-school around which
it was felt desirable that the chief rally of the
congregation should be. The following resolu-
tion was passed :

“Whereas, it is felt that the systematic study
of the Word of iod should be still more widely
observed and practised in all our households,
Resolved, —~That this Board strongly recom-
mends the use of the Home Readings in connec-
tion with the Sunday-school lessons, and that,
80 far as practicable, adult, as well as youthful,
members of the family, may be found on the
Lord’s day in the Sabbath-school.

““ And, whereas, we note with vegret that a
considerable proportion ot the schools close in

winter, HRerolved,—That the utmost effoit be
made to secure the continuation of these schools
throughout the year; but, where their ¢losure
is found unavoidable, that this Board recom
mends that efforts be made to secure the distri
| bution of our Sunday-school papers and the
| maintenance of the study of the lessons as
| Home Department of our Sunday-school work,
in accordance with methods which will be more
fully outlined in our Sunday-school periodi
cals.”

We have been written to by some of our
superintendents who are much interested in
this department, and will be glad to hear how
it is worked and with what success where it
has been adopted.  We have pleasure in calling
attention to the following circular of the
Sherbourne Street Methodist Sunday-school,
Toronto :

HoME DEPARTMENT OF SHERBOURNE NT. METH.
CHURCH SUNDAY-SCHOOL,
Dear Friend

The objects of this Home Department are :

1. To promote a regular and systematic study
of the Bible in the home.

2. To keep alive the interest of those who
are forced to be away from honie, or who re-
move to localities where they are without Sun-
school privileges,

F'o reach individuals and families who are
without the Gospel.

4. To promote family religion.

5 To develop Christian workers.

6. To increase the attendance upon the
school.

7. To increase attendance at Church,

By becoming a member of the Home Depart-
ment you have the advantages of :

. A definite understanding with yourself,
and an agreement with others as to what you
propose to do,

2. The helps which are prepared for the
Iuternational Lessons,

3. The inspiration of studying in company
with your children, as well as with your fel-
low-menibers of the Sherbourne St. Methodist
Church Sunday-school.

Actual membership in the school,

5 A plan which will help you and your
family to study tiod’s Word pleasantly and
profitably in your home,

You are strongly urged to become a member
of the Sunday-school and attend its sessions
every Sunday afternoon at three o'clock ; but,
if you cannct do so, you are cordially invited
to become a member of the Home Department,
and to organize a home class with such mem-
bers of your family as <o not attend the school ;
and if you will do so, kindly observe the follow-
ing directions :

1. Please sign the membership card attached
hereto, with any others who may join you, and
send it to the address of the Secretary.

S S
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2. Retain the Home Class Report Card to
keep a record of the study of your lessons, and
return it to the Secretary not later than Wed-
resday following the last” Sunday of each (quar-
‘er, unless it should be called for by a visitor
before that day. The quarters end with the
last Sunday of March, June, September and
December, and a list of the lessons and Home
Readings for each quarter will he supplied to
you free in advance, while as a member of the
Home Department you will be gladly welcomed
at all the sessions, entertainments and social
services of the School.

Trusting that this simple plan of Bible study
will have your hearty co-operation.

We are, yours faithfully,
Tromas MasyiNg, Pastor.
J. W. Fraveii, S. 8. Supt,

WaLter H. CrLiwes, Seey.,
320 Wellesley St.
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. iii

Opening and Closing Services
FIRST QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.

I. Silence.

IL. The Doxology.
IIT. The Lord’s Prayer.
IV. Responsive Sentences. [Psalm 119, 9-16.]

Supt. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse
his way.

School. By taking heed thereto according to
thy word,

Supt. With my whole heart have I sought
thee,

School. O let me not wander from thy com-
mandments,

Supt. T

Thy word have I hid in mine heart.
School. That I might not sin against thee.
Supt. Blessed art thou, O Lord.

School. Teach me thy statutes.

Supt. With my lips have I declared all the
judgments of thy mouth.

School. I have rejoiced in the way of thy
testimonies, as much as in all riches,

Supt. T will meditate in thy precepts,

School. And have respect unto thy ways,

Supt. T will delight myself in thy statutes.

Sehool. 1 will not forget thy word.

V. Singing.

VI. Prayer.

VIIL. Responsive Reading of a Scripture Les-
son.

LESSON SERVICE.
I. Cless Study of the Lesson.
11. Singing Lesson Hymn,

II1. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert,

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church

service, and week-evening prayer-meeting),
CLOSING SERVICE,
L. Singing.

11. Responsive Sentences,

Supt. Now unto him who is able to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in
us,

School. Unto him be glory in the Church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world with-
out end. Amen,

III. Dismission.
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BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER.

B. C. 513.)

GOLDEN TEXT. T wasglad when they said unto

of the Lord.

Authorized Version.

Ezra 6, 1422, [ Commit tomemory vevses 21, 22

14 And the elders of the Jews builde
prospered through the prophesying of Hug'ua
prophet and Zeeh-a-riuh the son o Id'do,  And
they builded, and finished rding to the
commandment of the God of s 1, and aceord-
ing to the commandment of Cy'rus, and Da-ri‘us,
and Ar-tax-crx’es King ot Per’

15 And this house was finished on the thind day

of the month of A'dur, which was in the sixth
year of the reign of Du-ri'us the King.

16 And the children of Is'ra-cl, the L and
the Le'vites, and the rest of the children ot the
captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God
with joy,

17 And oftered at the dedicution of this house
of God a hundred bullocks, two hundred rams,
four hundred lumbs 3 and for a sin ottering for ull
1s'ra-¢l, twelve he-goats, aecording to the number
of the tribes of Is'ra-cl ‘

18 And they sct the priests in their divisions,
and the Le'vites in their courses, for the serviee of
God, which ds Je-ru'sa-lem 3 as it is written in

the book of Mo

19 And the children of the captivity kept the
passover upon the fourteenth ,}.w of the first
month,

20 Forthe priests and the Le'vites were l-ltl'\l'l‘ |
together, of them were pure, and Killed the
passover for all the children of the eaptivity, and |
for their brethren the priests, and for themselves,

91 And the children of 1s'ra-cl, which were ¢
aguin out of captivity, and all such as had sepa-
rated themselves unto them from the filthiness of
the heathen of the land, to seek the Lorp God of
Is'ra-cl, did cat,

22 And kept the feast of unleavencd bread seven
days with joy : for the Lorn had made them joy-
ful, and turned the heart of the king of As-syri-a
unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work
of the house of God, the God of Is'ra-cl,

TIME.-B. C. 15, From four to six years
after the delivery of the prophetic messages of Le -
sons I, IV, and V. PLACE.—Jerusalem,
RULERS.—Duarius Hystaspes, King of Persia:
Zerubbabel, Pasha of Judah. DOCIRINAL
SUGGESTION.—The worship of God. (Verse
14.)

HOME READINGS,

M. Dedicating the temple. ra 6. 14-22.
Zu. The decree of Darius, 6. 1-12

LESSON VI, DEDICATING THE TEMPLE.

[Feb. 5.
Let us go into the house

Psalm 18

Revised Version.
14 And the elders of the Jews builded and pros-
pered, through the prophesying of Hag'wa-i the
prophet und Zech-u-ri‘ul the sonof Id'de. And
they builded and finished it, according to the
commandment of the Godof 18'r ,and aecord-
ing to the deere L and Da-ri‘us, and Ar-
tax-erx'es king of Per’ And this house was
finished on the third day of the month A'dar,
whieh was in the sixth year of the reign of Da-
16 ri'us the king. And the ehildren of <" ra-cl,
the priests and the Le'vites, and the rest of the
children of the eaptivity, kept the dedication
17 of this ho God with joy. And they offered
at the dedication of this house of God an hun-
dred bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred
lambs 3 and for a sin otfering for ull Is'ra-el,
twelve he-goats, aecording to the number of the
15 tribes of And they sct the priests in
their divisions, and the Le'vites intheircourses,
-ru'su-

for the service of God, which is a
lem ¢ as it is written in the Look of Mo'ses,
10 And the children of the eaptivity kept the
passover upon the fourteenth day of the first
o0 month,  For the priests and the Le'vites had
puritied themselves together : all of them were
pure: and they Killed the passover for all
the ehildren of the eaptvity, and for their
91 brethren the priests, and for themselves, And
the ehildren of Is'ra-cl, which were come again
ot of the eaptivity, and all such as had sep
rated themselves unto them from the filthiness
of the heathen of the land, toseck the Lorn, the
99 the God of 1s'ra-el, did eat, and kept the feast
of unleavened bread seven days with joy : for
the Lorp had made them joyful, and had
turned the heart of the king of As-syr'i-a unto
them, to strengthen their hands in the work of
the house of God, the God of Is'ra-el,

Zh. The spiritual temple.  Eph. 2, 13-22,
F. Self-dedieation,  Rom, 12, 1-4.

S, Joy in God's house, I
S, ‘“Let usgo Psalm 122,

LESSON HYMNS
No. 12, New Canadian Hymnal.
Glory to God on high!

W, The first temple dedicated. 2 Chron. 7. 1-11.

Let heaven and earth reply.
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No. 25, New Canadian Hymnal,
From ali that dwell below the skies.
No. 359, New Canadian Hymnal,

God be with you till we meet again,

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos, 183, 184, 187,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. A Dedicated House, v. 14-15,

Who were the elders of the Jews ?

Who were their leaders in the building of the
temple ¢

How many years after the destruction of Solo- |

mon’s temple was the second temple begun ¢
How many years after it was begun was it fin
ished ¢

For about how many years did work cease upon |

it?

During how many years was the work vigorously

pushed under the fmpulse of the prophets Hageui |

and Zechariah ¢

What did each of the kings mentioned in verse |

14 do to advance the work ¢

At what season of the year was the work fin-
ished ¢

What is the meaning of * dedication ¢

How many sucrifices were offered ?

How many sacrifices were offered at the dedica-
tion of the first temple? (2 Chron. 7. 5.)

Wiis one more aceeptable to God than the other?

Whut is the rule of acceptance ¥ (2 Cor, &, 12,
2. A Dedicated People, v. 19-22,

What feast did the people keep ?

Whien was this feast instituted, and what did it
commemorate ¢

What was  required of those who partook ¢
(2 Chron, 30, 17, 18,)

Who ate the passover here described ?

What ceremony in the modern Church takes the
place of the Hebrew passover 2

Wlhat is meant by “ filthiness of the heathen ? %

What is * unleavened bread,” and why was it
used at this feast ¢

How did they keep the feast? (Verse 22,)

How had they kept the dedieation ?  (Verse 16,

Why were they joyful 2

Who was the King of Assyri

a?
How may we become pure 2 (1 John 1. 5-9.)
Why should we wish to become pure ! (Matt,

. |
9 8,)

What should be our prayer?  (Psalm 51, 10,) |

Practical Teachings, |
What illustrations have we in this le on of-— ’
1. A heart-temple dedicated to God's serviee 7
2. A heart-service according to God’s luw ?
3. A heart purified and joyous in God’s wor-

ship ¢

SUNDAY SCHOOI, BANNER, 69

Hints for Home Study,

1. Find wherein the sucrifices of Solomon'z
| temple differed from those here offered,

2 Find when and how David camo to divi le
! the priests into courses,
| 8 How did ancient worshipers purify them-

selvest?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
| 1+ A Dedicated House, v, 14-15,
Who builded the house of the Lord ¢

According to whose orders was the work done ¢

In what month and day was the work finished ¢

In what year of Darius ?

Who came together to dedieate the house of the
Lord ¢

What thank offering did the people make 2

What was the sin offering ¢

What orders were given for priests and Levites

Who had established this order ?
2. A Dedicated People, v. 19-22,

What feast did the people keep ?

What preparations had the priests made ?

For whom did they kill the passover lumb

Who partook of the feast ?

How long did they keep the feast ?

Who had given them joy ¢

How had the Lord aided them ?

Who can control all rulers as he will?
21 1)

When ought all of God's people to have Joyt
(GoLves Texr,)

|
I‘ What prophets encouraged the work ?

(Prov,

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where are we taught these lessons of duty—
L Joy in God's serviece ?
2 Purity in G

s serviee ?

3. Devotion to God's serviee 2

Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find wherein the sacrifices of Solomon’s te mple
ditfered from those here offered,
Find when and how David came to divide the

| priests into eourses,

How did ancient worshipers purify themselves?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who encouraged the Jews to finish the temple?
Zerubbabel and Jos

What did their encmies again try to do? To
hinder them

To whom did they write evil letters ?
Darius,

What did Darius command? That the Jews
be allowed to build.

What did this command cause ? Great joy.

To King
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When was the temple finished 2 In the sixth |
| Whosc favor had he given them ¢

year of King Darius,

How was the dedication of' the house Kkept?
Joyfully.

To whom was it dedicated ?

What was offered at the dedieation ¢
burnt offerings.

For what were the priests and Levites set apart ?
For the service of God.

What great feast was kept 2 The passover.

Who ate the pussover? - Al true servants of’
God,

How many days did they keepthe feast 2 Seven
days.

To the Lord.
Many

BY ROBERT R,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Who had made them joyful? The Lorde
The King’s,

Why did he turn the king’s heart toward them ?
i To strengthen they their work.,

Words with Little People,
Has a child anything that can be dedicated to
God £ Yes, for
My feet, my hands, my head, my heart,
Are of God's temple cach a part,

| Will you give yourselt to him to use !

Lesson Truth,
| Ye are the temple of the living God,

DOHERTY, PILD,

General Statements

Despite the Persian king's authorization, it was
I
The political and financial in

T

selves in Jerusalem,
race prejudices against the returned captives,

have shown us how tedious wus the enforecd delay
teen years the walls were unfinished,  When the v
bles of high rank, Tatnai, ** governor on this side t
g Darius, and inquired whether the Jo

appeal to Ki
rus to rebuild the house of God was well based.
+" and there we

be made in “the house of the r
The result was a new and more 1it
sist the Jews with liberal contriby
all who hindered the work, This substantial as
prophets, led to vigorous work on the temple, At
day tells of its formal dedieation to Israel’s God, wl
the feast,

ons from the ro;

he v
Low bitter und active was the hostility which the Jews were compelled to fuce,

In response to this Darius ordered that seare

ral royal patent,

not an easy task for the Jews to reestablish thems
terests of the neighboring tribes intensitied nutural

gerous narratives of Ezra and Nehemiah show
The last three lessons
in the rebuilding of the temple. Fortwelve or four-
vork seemied about to be rebegun certain Persian no
he river,” and Shethar-boznai, with others

ws' elaim that they had been authorized by |

h ho ul |
i found the original deeree which Cyrus had made,
by which the Persian governors were ordered to as

while severe penalties were ordered to
1y the earnest appeals of the

val * tribute,”
ance, following
last the building stood complete
iilethe people renewed the servic

and onr Jesson to
wnd jovtully kept

Verse 14. The elders
builded. We are not to think of these
as old men. While the precise structure of the
Hebrew commonwealth in the days imme
captivity is not yet

of the Jews

preceding and following the
minutely understood, it is evident that the * fam-
ily system” dominated politieal life,  *The
heads of the familics* into which the tribes werc
subdivided—called in the sacred record * elde:
and * chief of the fathers”—had by inheritance
great power and influence,  Without their leader-
ship the erection of the temple would, humanly
speaking, have been impossible,  Neither the
Scottish highlands in the Middle Ages nor Rome
in its republican days furnish better examples of
what may broadly be called *“clan life” than we
have presented in the Bo of Ezra and Nche-
miah, Many of the difficultics which at a later
day Nehemiah experienced were evidently due to
the resentment felt by these born aristocrats
against the appointment of a * tirshatha,” or
chiet governor, who did not, like Zerubbabel, in-
herit his rights,. They prospered. (1) 7hose
who labor in God's cause ave certain of final suceess,

' God,

get in line with
Haggai the
Huggai was intense
Zechariah was pic-
ring in his deseriptions.  Les-
[imen of the firsty
When these prophets

| The very sceret of suceess is to
The prophesying of
prophet and 2
and direet in his exhortations §
turesque and inspi
son I gave us a s
IV and V of the second.,
appeared doubtless the people had utterly ceased
to expeet to hear again the for no
inspired teacher had appew ed for two generations,

v I the honr of extrame need 6o
festly mear to lis people,  Even a pagan observed
that **man’s extremity is God's opportunity.’
Commandment of the God of Israel. Tl
King of kings reecives honor for the Jews' suceess

Lessons

ophetie voice,

COMES Mani-

above the King of Persia.  (3) Al power comes
Srom Him  who controls the hearts of princes,
Cyrus and Dariuse The one had authorized
the beginning of the temples the other, its com-
pletion s both had made large gifts toward it
Artaxerxes. This is not the Artaxerxes who
forbade the work (Ezra 4, 7-22), but the one men-
tioned in Ezra 7. 1, 12-28, e is mentioned here,
though his reign did not begin until some years

x‘
1
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atter these events, because he was the monarch
under whose auspices the lourney and reform of
Ezra were undertuken, 4y God never does any
thing /,m.u‘/ that ke can fit o man to do, (5)
secerance conyners dphealties,

15. This house was fi
tnspires and divects is wopl

(6) G, wh
sy il crown his word,
with completen ss Adare  The lust month in
the ecelesiastioal year of the Jews

s reaching trom

the new moon ot February
March.  Da the king. This is not th
monarch ealled Darius in Dan The King

who is called Artaxerses in Ezra 4. 7 (who 1

e new moon of

hade the ercetion of the Jewish temple) is usually
tentifiecd with Gomates tl Musian (known in
history as the psedo-Smerdiso, a usarper whios
rule was tyrannical in the extreme,  Seven nobles
successively conspired against | wl one ot
their number was chosen King m his stead.  This

man was ** Darius the kine,® the Darius
Hystaspis, under whose wise wdministration thi
P'ersian cinpir tne to its bt of power und
rranide Next to Cyrus he the best of oy
stn Kinas

16, 17, Children of Isvaels Most of thes
re ot the tribe of Juds
of Jacoh
¢ old enmity ot Ephrann and Judah
vl Children of the eaptivity,

ms of the transportation

but all who b

now united mto one

e who had been drageed in chains to
Chalden. With joy.  Because of the brichten
Ny pr

worship, their trinmph over tii

eets of their nation, the r

1wewal of their

enetiies, and
the suceess of their ereat undertaking

o work for ol ftud freg 3
h oo JOY . oo offereds () 77

cments of worship are anseparable—ded,

Loy sacrifice, and joy.  The prayerful heart alway s
gives itselt and all it has to God with glad sl
surrender. Bullocks o o o rams .« o lambs,
The contrast was great hetween this sacrifice

el oecasions fopr

the thousands slain at the dedication of the t

temple (1 Kings 8, 5, 63), yet the cost to the ople

Wus

thaps ereater, and the service tully us ue
ceptable to the Lovd. (9 6ol estimates the affer
ling to the heart of the offerer.  1le

1he aceor
nothing for market prices 3 what he se

ks 18 heart's

love, (10) The Jews affering was of slain beasts ;
ours is ourselvs—an affcving aceoptable to God, and
onr reasonable service, 8 oflering, A\ suacri-
fice peculiarly representing atonement o

sin,
(A1) Never forget that you ave by nature a sinner in
All Israels  Though the
tribal lines were obliterated, and the most of the
northern trihes extinguished, the unity of Isracl
was still kept in view, (120 Lot ws never forget
the essential wnity ot God's present Clureh,

néed of divine morey

I8. Divisions . . . courses, The priests |

were divided mto twenty-four sections tor duty in
the temiple, cach seetion 1 rotation having charge
of the serviee for a week, A somewhat similar

or the Levites, As itis written,
The Jews of the restoration were cha zed by
way from all
v precisely the
made that the

rule was mad

a resolute determing

ol to turn
heathen innovations, and to to

Law ot God,  Objection has I

tment in courses aetually originated

vith David, not h Moses ¢ but it 15 based
1pon the ordinanecs of the Mosaie lu | might,
wanee, be said to Iy rding to

Moses,” (1 7 b should

the ‘ ' 1 ant in the

/ 14 sutler adeer-
2y bt 4 i whet ‘ chastising us
wi ke chadised theae oer bring us closer
19, Passover, The sreatest of the Jewish
fenst Id at the beginning of the lesiastieal
v mieHorati the departure fron

Eeypt, The first month was * Nisan.” which
y lar.”  The date of the
Passover wis fixed by the M
2022, Purifieds No pr

immediately toliowed

¢ law,
st could fulfill the

o Killing the passover lamb unless he
was ceremonially elean. Nor could the passover
becaten by any person who had contracted legal

defilement, This law had  been neglected in

carlier days (2 Chron, 30, 18, 19), but now it was
rigorously entoreed. For themselves, (15) 7%
lomman privst wost offer sacrifices for his o
ak snnld wn e ke sins of his .' s but on
ik Priot pecdds wo pavdon,y for in him w ne
S, All such as had separated theme

selves,  Gentile proselytes who had renouneed

ews who | from idola-
ons,  The ess of the
defilement,  The worship of

s—especially in the ancient Eust—waus

filsc
all interwoven with practices of viee, often mude
pleturesque and attractive to lovers ot In auty, but
Iways **filthy ™ and loathsome in the sight of
themorally pure. The Lord had made them
Jovful, (16) See God's hand in the enjpopments
and werces that we possess,  Turned the heart,
They recognize an overruling Providence in the
fuvor ot their rulers. (1) So let us realize that
God coutrols ambitions statesmen and  the strife
of States for the advancement of his kingdom,
King of Assyrins  Thouzh the Assyrian king-
dom had long since been merged in the Chaldean,
and that, in turn, in the Persian, yet the old
name was still retained in the popular language.

This is not strance, for the sume geographical
provinees constituted the greater part of each sue-
cessive empire. The work of the house of
God. The ercetion of the new temple. The God
of Israels The Jews fondly regarded Jehovah
as their own,
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CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR MILTON 8. TERRY, D.D,

Verse 14. The elders builded. Observe
the leadership of the chief men; men who, be-
cause of their years and experience and represent-
ative character, held the responsibility of carrying
forward the public work. Prospered through
Haggai and Zecharinh. The extant prophe-
cies of the men here named are invaluable com-
mentaries on this period of Jewish history. This
Book of Ezra helps to explain the prophecies of the
post=cxile prophets, and the books of those prophets

serve a like purpose in understanding the con-
tents of the Books both of Ezra and Nehemiah, In
like manner, the other prophets of the Old Testa-
ment supply information of the first importance
for understanding the history of their times, and,
on the other hand, without a knowledge of the
fucts recorded in the historical Books of Kings
and Chronicles, the prophetical books of the Old

(1 Kings 6. 88). The enlargement and renewal of
the second temple, begun by Herod the Great, oceu-
pied forty-six years (John 2, 20),

16. Kept the dedication . . . with joy.
As well they might, for it was a turning point in
Israclitish history, and marked the close of a long
period of ealamity and exile,

17. They offered. The number of sacrificial
vietims here mentioned seems large and liberal
when we consider the eircumistances of the people,
The one hundred, two hundred, and four hundred

| are graded according to the relative value of bule

Testament cannot be uiderstood and appreciated. |

According to the commandment of God.
The reference here is to the word of Jehovah as
communicated through the prophets. The oracles
of Haggai and Zechariah begin with the announce-
ment that they are “the word of the Lorp.”  Sece
Hag.1.1,12; 2.1,10,20, Zech.1.1,7. €
« « o« Darius « . « Artaxerxes, The temple
was completed in the reign of Darius (verse 15),
but the writer, who lived after Artaxerxes had
come to power (sce chap. 7. 1), quite naturally
mentions him also as one from whom the Jews ob-
tained great favor. For like reason he also goes
back to Cyrus, who had died some fifteen years
before the completion of the temple,  Such inac
curacy of statement, therefore, as buildiy
ishing the house according to a deeree of Artaxe
erxes is to be explained as a prolepsis, not un-
natural to a writer in the time of Ezra, and the
more natural if Ezra himself were the compiler of
this book which bears his name.  The latter chap-
ters of the book scem to be an autobiography of
Ezra, and it is commonly believed that he also
compiled the preceding chapters,

15. Adar, The end of the Jewish year, and
falli ibout the time of our Mareh, The word
appears to be of Babylonian origin, and besides
this passage oceurs only in the Book of Esther.
The foundation of the temple was laid in the
second year of Cyrus (Ezra 8. ), and continued
with various oppositions of surrounding peoples
through the four remaining years of Cyrusand the
cight of Cambyses. It was interrupted during the
short rule of the usurper called Artaxerxesin chap.
4. 7, resumed in the second year of Darius,

«@nd completed in lis sixth year. From the
second year of Cyrus unto the sixth year of
Darius was a period of about nincteen years, The
temple of Solomon was seven years in building

locks, rams, and lambs, The notably greater
number and different value of Solomon’s dedica-
tion, as stated in 1 Kings 8, 63, were in proportion
to his immense wealth and the peaceful and pros-
perous condition of the kingdom of Israel in his
day. Twelve heegoats, according to the
« o o tribes of Israel, The old envy and bitter-
ness between Judah and Israel had now perished,
and Israel’'s memorable propheey was so far ful-
filled (Isa, 11, 13),  The chastisements of the ex-
ile had thoroughly broken up the old national fi
tions, and at the feast of dedication they seek to
make atonement for all Israel by means of
a sin offering, which in the number of the offer-
ings made would present them as one people and
onue nation,  So, too, was fulfilled a prophicey of
sremiah, according to which Judah and Isracl

| should return to Zion and be joined to Jehovah

ind fin- |

in an everlasting covenant (sce Jer. 50. 4-7).
There was no longer any motive or disposition to
perpetuate the ancient schism,

18, Priests . « . Levites , ., courses
« service . . « book of Moses, The con-
nection of these words in this one verse has a

noticeable bearing on current eritical discussions
of the history and religion of Isracl.  The obvious
import is that the distinetion of priests and
Levites was no novelty at that time, and their
distribution into counrses for the service of
God is not mentioned as an arrangement now for
the first time instituted. Morcover, the whole
thing is spoken of as something preseribed by law
and written in the book of Moses, What
form that book may then have had, and how far
identical with our present well-known books of
Moses, may be an open question 5 but that Mosaie
legi n touching the services of priests and
Levites was no recent thing is manifest upon the
face of this narrat

19. Kept the passover . . . first month.
This first month was doubtless the Nisan, following
immediately after the Adar mentioned in verse
15, The passover, no less than the service of
priests and Levites, was an institution as old as
the times of Moses, and we find the record of its
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origin in the Mosaic books, Sec Exod. 12 and 18,
It is interesting to note that, according to Josh, 5.
10, the children of Israel improved the first oppor-
tunity after entering Canaan to observe the pass-
over. Then they exulted that * the reproach of
Egypt” had been rolled away (Josh, 5, 9). So
here, after the completion of their temple, the
children of the captivity (mark the ex-

pression) celebrate the ancient feast, rejoicing |

that the reproach of Babylonian exile was
ended.

20. For the priests . , . purified, This
verse gives the reason why they could proceed
immediately after the dedication to the observance
of the passover, Comp. 2 Chron, 30. 8, where
the failure of the priests to purify themselves is
given as a reason why IHezekiah observed the
passover in the second month,

22. King of Assyria. The particular king
referred to is Darius, mentioned in verses 1, 12,
13, 14, and 15 of this chapter, Why he is called
king of Assyria here, and * King of Persia” in
verse 14 and chap. 4. 24, may be variously an-
swered. The Aramaic scetion of this 1 ok in-
cludes the two places where he is called * King of
Persia,” and this account of the passover (verses
19-22) is in the IHebrew. The Hebrew and
Aramaic seetions may be attributed to different
authors or sources from which the author of our
book quoted. One of these sources used the title
“King of Assyria” and the other ¢ King of Per-
sia," and both were so far correet as not to call for
uny change on the part of the compiler of our
present narrative.  In chap. 5 13, Cyrus is
called *“ King of Babylon,” because Jabylon was
one of the chief provinees of his empire.  So here
he is called king of Assyria because all that
region familiar to a IHebrew writer as the realm
of Assyria was now incorporated in the do-
minion of the Persian kings.

The Lesson Council,

Question 1. Wiy was the Porsian government
so friendly toward the Jews in Lulestine ?

The iinks of relationship between the Jews and
the Persian government appear to

: been re-

ligious and secular. 1. The Jews had stamped |

the scal of their religion upon the people with

whom they had sojourncd in captivity ; some of |

them embraced the Jewish religion (Ezra 6, 21);
2 God had stirred up the heart of Cyrus the king
until he had become the friend of the Jews and
resolved by deeree to aid them in rebuilding the
temple (Ezra 6. 8, 8)35 3. Darius, having married
two of the daughters of Cyrus, readily aceeded to
the wishes of his father-in-law in perpetuation of

the family name.— Rev, D, F. Waddell, D. D.,
mington, Del,

Question 2, Wiy are no sacrifices qffered now #
By what authority was the ancient custom of sucrifice

| dispensed with by the early Christians 2
; Beeause Christ, #he Sucrifice, of which all others
| were types, from which all received significance,
was offered once for all, The authority for the
' change, though perhaps not direct command, wus
| conclusive. The example, life, and teachings of
| Christ, apostles, and others inspired revealed
that the antitype superseded the type, the sub-
[\Imu'u replaced the shadow. Note the follow-
|
|
|
|
|

ing: proclamation of John Baptist (John 1. 29).
Christ’s figure of “new wine and old bottles ;
his conversation with the Samaritan woman (John
4. 20-26) 1 his substitution of the Lord’s Supper
for the passover (Matt. 26. 26) ; the rent veil of the
temple ; Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8, 32-35);
Peter’s teaching (1 Peter 1. 18); Paul's whole
Epistle to the Hebrews, and other writings (Gal.
5. 24, 251 Gal, 2. 20).

Question 3. Wiat became of the ten tribes of
Lsrael after the restoration of the Jews?

1. Some came over to the kingdom of Judah be-
fore the captivity, and so were never * lost.” See
2 Chron. 15, 9. 2. Josephus informs us that many
of them returned with the Jews from Babylon by
the invitation of Ezra, but the main Lody remained
in Media. 3. The Seriptures refer to them as still
existing at the time of writing, though dispersed,
4. They were in Media at the time of the restora-
tion of the Jews: and they probably were gradu-
ally incorporated with the people among whom
y were captives. Names, customs, and tradi-
tions peculiarly Jewish found in Afehanistan and
| India indicate where some have been * dispersed,”

Question 4. Wiercin did the second te mple dif-
Jer from the first ?

The second temple was inferior to the first, Jo-
sephus says that the ancient men, “ who had seen
the glory of the former house, and computing how
[ little this was in comparison with the other, brake
out into tears and lamentations at the thought of
it.”"  Also sce Ezra 3. 12, The inferiority was not

{ s0 much in dimensions as in splendor, and in being

deprived of the ark of the covenant, which had
f been burned with the first temple. The magnifi-
| cence of the first was a reflection of the peuceful
l and prosperous condition of the nation, whick had
| reached the height of glory under tne reign of Sol-
] omon. The inferiority of ‘i second was a G

minder of the low estate to which they had been
reduced during the captivity.
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Analyucal and Biblical Outline, ‘
Gifts to the Lord.
: 'l'ul BriLpina,
Thl‘ Workers,
* Do it with thy mi; 'I.x

2, The Encouragement. sying. 1
y 1 |
v. 14,
“ Be st and work.” Tag, 1. |
|

uthority. ** Commandment of God.”

3. The
v, 14,

“# Obey God rather than men,” Aets

. The ()|»|mrl|.n|l\. S Commandment
4
l.v art. ... Prov
11. Tue Depication
L it
oice in the Lord.” 4
Saerificial,e ¢ Ofored” 17,
* How much more. .. Heb, 0, 14

. United, * AU 1

“All may be one,”
111, Tuge Passoven.

1. Purified Leaders, * [riefs” v
“ (Clothed with rightecousnes !
( onscerated People,

* Not havi wm]-nnl\\xmh Epl

3. Jmll 1 Peast. “ With joun.”

S Children of Z j i

Thoughts for Young People. |
God and His Worship.

Vo The services of G

yet 1oyous, We should enter it

thunksgiving, and into his courts
. We should search G ol for di
Lis worship,  These Jews had direet communicu-

tion with the divine Being through the prophets §
but that did not lead them to ignore the L

by Moses, the man of God, ®oou
privileges, rightly understood,

s word.

more appreciative of
Be Those who officiate in the worship of God mus!
themselees be pure. In the old times it was neces-

sary to symbolize this inner purity by an outward
ritualistic form. This is no longer necessary, but
lg P spiri
responsibilities for personal purity.

Thowe who would acceptably worship God must

1l privileges bring with them lar,

sepavate themselves from sinners, The ** filthiness
of the heathen ™ no longer festers our eivilized
lands, but there are in strect, sho
thousand things thut are ot the

home a

and in their nuture hostile to the pure religion of [
Christ,  The call of duty to these Jews to separate
themselves from idolatrous surroundings was not
more imperative than the call of God to-day to us to
separate ourselves from everything which to any
degree would separate us from the Lord.

| swept and in order, and up out ¢

| pra

| ice at last is over.  The song dies

| the silent courts, under the white s

Lesson Word-Pictures.
BY REV. E. A, RAND,

nd rolling of

Such a werry ringing of hauuner
stones and shouts of workmen ! The temple onee
more is going up, steadily, and in strength,  Yes,
ly hill ney
il the rains

1
t had been standing there on its |

i
leeted, the winds sighing about

Wt

ving over it, and the old men moaning about

it: but now iti . actually going up, The

lnun of Juduli, str
es his proud head.  Wateh, and you will se

wnin shame, onee mon

1

the walls rising | rand higher cach day, com

ing into symmetry ompleteness,  Finally, on
the third

luid, the gates are all hung,

1y of the month Adar, the

1w towers the
temple, finished ! O Ley with the trumpets,

you might well Lift ther

aned send out ong

across the broken

long, triumphant blast, rir
I
the deep valleys, over

walls of Jerusalem, acre
Olivet, to all the world |

is done!  Come and worsl

The temple

laiming,

The trumpets will sound in jubilant conscera-
tion 3 do not fear,

From every quarter

travel striking across o

I'hey bring

They come with ha
n their arms,  They
of the flock,  Andnow,
people are t

some choice lumb
1 at Jerusalem, the

fHer one ot wl, even this

completed house of worship, rowds swarm
migh the courts of the temple, and gather hetore

How the
What repeated

many days has the like

very gates!

1 wkes with
rifices ! Not for many,
been seen. The priests are there in their lowing

08,
The players on instruments send out their |
itely peals,  The happy singers lift up their
at

in st

11 chorus  of wde

It is one fon as-

cending to God,  Priest and Levite, ruler and
people, oftfer to God this house of praise. The sery

away, The
iice of prayer ceases.  The people slowly sepa-
rate and pass away.  The temple is deserted save
s¢ who keep wateh and ward through the

long night.  The fires die down on the great altar,
In the holy place burns on the lanp of God, while

: behind the veil are darkness and stillness.  But

everywhere, in the Holy of Holies and without, in
s looking

down on empty streets and broken walls, abides
the presence of the Almighty who has aceepted
Jerusalem’s temple,

And now passover is here, pussover that carries
the thought back to the days of darkened ' pt,y
to the blood sprinkled doorposts, to the bitter
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herbs, to the passover cup,  But this s Jerusalem

where the ople meet, Jerusalem after the long
exile, the city with ruined wall, but dear old Je ru
salen,

v other place like this for the precious
passover feast.,  Iseem to see them gathered here
and ther
sluing the

And now,

in many homes,  The lamb has been
doorposts - sprinkled, the feast begun.
k! Itis the Joyous Hallel they are
Rich and strong and full and trinmph-

¢ the not
wings betore God,

of sucred psalins rising us on

Their fathers' Gad is

The

vith th
Poses of Assyria's ki
wuter's fle

hie has guided
Wois diveeted in the spring,
Fhe temple has been rebuilt,

Jderusalem gets new

honor, — Sing higher, stronger, sweeter, richer,

Oery alond, in the night, under the
solemn  stars, that Jehoval's
forever!

every voice !

merey  endureth

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY REV, J. T, GRACEY, D.D,

The one hundred bulloeks, two hundred rams,

four hundred Lambs, and twelve he-goats is a sucri-

fice that is still numer cally equaled and even ex-

ceded in the East, At the annual guthering at Moece-
ca the nuber of g

one hundred

s shaughtered varies from

1y thousand to tour hundred
thousand,

1o acenmulated refuse of this vast
slaughterhouse breeds pestilence, and Meed

I i
omes one of the fi

areat centers from which chol-
craspreuds oy

In this Feast of Sueri-
fices it is enj

ed by the Koran that every house
|

holder must slaughter a sheep at sunri

Lus his
share three hundred thousand sheep,  Dr. Van
Ler s yearly on Mount
Gerizim asacrifice resembling that of the puschal
lamb,

tan gives away to others to be slanghtered

iep says there still oe

The Arabs sacrifice a sheep on the t
Horeh and east its body over the

I
rocks, which

Stanley says is suggestive of the Jewish seapes

gout sacrifice, “the sin offering” of the twelve

he-goats alluded to in our lesson (Ezea 6

By Way of Illustration.

BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

God’s plans were carried out
through human instrumentality. He is the Mas-
ter builder, we are the workmen. Bish p Phil-
lips Brooks says: *You cannot set the world
right, or the times, but You can do something for
the truth, and all you ean do will certainly tell
if the work you do is for the Master, who gives
You your share, and so the burden of responxibil-
ity is lifted off,

This assurance makes penee, sat-
5 ion, and repose possible, even in the partial
work done upon earth. Go to the man who is
curving a stone for a building : ask him where |

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. o

is that stone going in the temple, and how he is
going to get it into its Place, and wh does he
dot Ile points you to the builder's plans, This
is only one stone of many,

8o, when men shall
ask where and how is Yourlittle achievement going
into God’s greut plan, point them to the Muster,
Who keeps the plans, and then go on doing your
little service as faithtully as if the whole temple
were yours to build.”

b

Verses 16, 19, 20. A dedieated louse and a
dedieated people were the foundation for sc rvice,
“Yeare the temple of the Holy Ghost,” and now

personal consceration is the door to

Christian
work, A short time before Mr, Wendell Phillips
died, a friend asked him, * Mr, Phillips, did you
ever conseerate yourselt to God 2" % Yes” he
answered 3 ¢

when 1 was a boy fourteen years
old, in the old church at the North End, I heard
Lyman Beecher preach on the theme, ¢ You belong
0 Gods" and T went home after that serviee,
threw myself

on the floor in my room, and prayed,
YO God,

I helong to thee; take what is thing
own, I ask this, that whenever a thine is
wrong, it may have no power of temptation over
me: whenever a tl

ng is right, it 1 take no
From that day to this it has

courage to do it.?

Eiuht years later this boy, just gradu-
ated from Harvard College and Law School, turncd
away from the proud traditions of his family and
the allurements of fume and wealth, and for
nearly fifty vears was a lead
African  slave,
between Wendell Phillips's hour of consceration
and hix after lite of service,

ing advocate for the
There was a close conneetion

Ferse 17,0, that man would aceept the testi-
mony of Christ ton

iing the blessedness of giv-

rifices most, loves most 3 and he
VeS most is most

blessed,

is u sign of the millennium down in
Maine, where, about o Year ago, a chureh disei-
plined five members heeause they would give
nothing.—Dr. Josiak Strong.

Ferse 22, “Kept the feast with Jjoy: for the
Lord had made them Jjoyful.”  “Lightning and
sunlight represent well the nature of worldly and
spiritual joy. Carnal joy, like lightning, is short-
lived, transient, and scorching. Spiritual joy, like
sunlight, is lasting, healthful, and healing.” Joy
is the characteristic of the Christian life. “Re-
Jjoice in the Lord always; and again I say, Re-
Joiee.”™ In a message where there are two coms-
mands, both are for joy.

Golden Text.  In the Dark Ages the Nitrian
monusteries of Egypt were luminous centers of
learning, and priceless manuscripts were
lated therein,  But

‘cumu-
for four or five centuries
these ancient structures were more like sepulchers
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than storehouses, and the civilized world did not
know until recently that their squalid, ignorant
inhabitants were the custodiuns of the best
thoughts and the most beautiful books of the
ly Christian ages. The monks did not at all

©l
value their treasures. Not every condition of
heart fits us to appreciate divine things., Before a
rd the services of God as
.7 he must have love for God in his

“amiable

man can reg
and * love
heart,

The Teachers’' Meeting.

Give the facts of this lesson from the outline:
1) The Dedicated House; (2) The Dedicated
People....State the persons of the lesson, and
what is known concerning them....Three incite-
ments for work in verse 14....Three charac'eris-
ties of the conseeration in verses 16, 17....Three

clements of the pussover in verses 20-22....
Teachings of the lesson concerning God ; concern-
ing duty; concerning worship; concerning sin-
ners....In the class show how the lesson illus-
trates (1) Christian work; (2) Christian faith;
(3) Christian consceration; (4) Christian wor-
ship; (5) Christian holiness ; (6) Christian joy.

References.
s Haxopook. Ver. 15: The month
Fosten's Cycrorepia,  Prose, 11045,
19301, 5 10399,
al, 4049, 4032, 4046 ; Prose,
14, Ver.18: Prose, 5288,

Freeman
Adar,

Poet

: Prose

Blackboard.
EY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

PINNACLE
90 Y&

o

ExpraNamion.—From the time of the laying of
the foundation until the pinnacle or highest point
of the temple was reaclied, and the work was com-
ple.ed, twenty years had clapsed. Question the
school, and write the answers stating all the hin-
dran and then by n
statement of all the helps that either retarded or

ans of questions get a

| forwarded the work.

Here are some of the hin-

drance

1

’OVERTY,
TIE PEOPLE'S ‘ NEMH
The helps were the prophets (name them), the two
princes (name them), the ruling king (name him),
and last, but not least, the power of God.

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAY MARTER.

LessoN Tuoveur.,  Weare God's temples.

Introductory. Do you know what a temple is?
What do we call the house we are innow? Yes,
it is called a church. In very old times the house
of God, or chureh, was called a temple.

[Show a picture of a temple.] Do you know
that there are many Jews living in this country
now? They build their houses of worship, and
call them by the old name of synagogue.

Who were building a house for the Lord now ¢
Where? Who tried to hinder this good work?
Why? [Tell how for fourteen years the walls
stood unfinished, until God sent prophets to urge
the people to go on with the work.]

At last it was finished, Tlow glad the people
were! Only a few years before the Jews were
slaves in a strange land,  Now they were in their
own dear land, and had finished the temple which
God had told them to build! What do you think
they would do with it?

Print in large letters ** Dedication.” I will
tell you of a large meeting that was onee held in
this church. Maybe some of you attended it.
Your father and mother very likely did.

It was when the church was new., A great
many people eame to it one day, and there was a
glad mecting, They talked about the beautiful
house, and what it was for. They sang songs of
praise to God, who had put it into their hearts to
build such a house, And then they very sol-
emnly gave it to God, and asked him to take it
and use it for his glory.  What do you think this
meeting was called? T will tell you, A Depica-
mon.  This church was dedieated, or given to
God, that day.  Now, this is what the Jews did
with their temple so long ago, and the lesson to-
day tells

[Muke a picture of the altar of burnt offering on
the board.] When the Jews dedicated their tem-
ple they offered burnt offerings.  Lambs and goats
and bullocks were slain as an offering to God. This
was in obedience to God’s law.  We do not follow
this law given to Moses now. Since Jesus, the
Lamb of God, was slain for us, we do not need to
kill animals to give to God, We will sing, very
softly, this little hymn:

about it,
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* But Christ, the heavenly Lumb,
Takes all our sins away,

A suerifice of nobler name
And richer blood than they.”

I am going to tell You a true story about a beau-
tiful house that I saw once. A father built it for
his dear son. e spent a great deal of money on
it. He loved his son so much that he wanted him
to have the nicest house he could possibly build,
But the son never went to live in it! A great
trouble came to him, and he went away to a
strange land to live, and when I saw the house it
had never been opened sinee the day the trouble
came ! All the beautiful furniture stood there, but
no one was there to use it.

The house was of no
use, because the one to whom it was given did
not take it and use it.  When a new, clean,
pure temple of God is given to him he comes and
lives in it. It is a holy place, beeause he is there,
When we go into it how careful and reverent we
ought to be!  We must sk God to help us think
only good thoughts, and to make us attentive to
learn something new about him and his ways,

| [Make a heart.] But we
‘hu\'u- something to ded By
or give to God. [Read from
the Bible, “ Your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost
(1 Cor. 6. 19).] God has
| ziven each one of us a beauti-
| ful little temple, not of wood
sh and blood.  And he wants
us to give these temples back to him to dwell in
and to use for his serviee!
temple to God? Do you want him to come and
livein it? If he does it must be a elean place.
All bad temper, all sclfishness, all laziness, and
naughtiness of every kind must be put out if God
ixto be there! Do you want him to be there?
Then let us all with folded hands say the words of
the Whisper Song.

[Print ©“ Joy " in the heart on the board.] When
the Jews had given their house to God they kepta
Joyful feast for seven days.  If we really give our
little temples to God, he will fill our hearts with
Jjoy. Who will dedicate his temple to God to-day ?
Iere is a little temple song for you to say to-
wether:

:uulnn-. but of fle

Have you offered your

e-—

B.C, 415, LESSON VII.

] A little temple of the Lord—
My ears be quick to hear his word,
My eyes to see what I should do,
My Aands and feet to serve him too,
My Jeart to be his very own,
Througl
[Use with approy

¢ of Jesus Christ, his Son,
wiate motions,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
Mo, 1.

Lord, this day thy children meet.

In thy name, O Lord, assembling.

With joy we hail the sacre

day.

Within God's temple now we meet,

Praise, for his excellent greatness,
No. 2,

Lord of the worlds above,

Heavenly Father, send thy blessing.

Yes, 1 will bless thee,

Christians, 1ift your voices.

Hallelujah ! song o

gladness,

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school.)

1. How did the elders of the Jews suceeed in
their efforts to rebuild the temple? God pros=
pered them.

2. When the house of God was finished what did
the restored captives do? They dedicated it
with joy.

3. What
icatory ser
of Moses,

4. What did they shun in their personal be-
havior? The filthiness of the heathen of
the land.

5. What is the GoLpex Texr? ¢ I was glad
when they said,?? cte,

regulations did they follow in the ded-
! Those found in the book

ices ?

CATECHISM QUESTION, Feb. 5
8. And what was the last and greatest proof ?
His rising from the dead, as He Himself foretold.

Acts 1i. 32, This Jesus did God raise up, whereof
we all are witnesses,

[Matthew xvi. 21 1 Corinthians xv, 14, 20.]

GOLDEN TEXT. Lord, be thou my helper. (Psalm 30. 10,)

Authorized Version.
Neho 1. 1=11.

[Commit to memory verses 8, 9.]

1 The words of Ne-he-mi'ah the son of Hach-a-
li'ah.  And it came to pass in the month Chis'leu,
in the twentieth year, ns I was in Shu'shan the
palace,

2 the palace, that Ia-na'ni, one of my brethren,

NEHEMIAII’S PRAYER. [Feb. 12.
Revised Version.
1 The words of Ne-he-mi'ah the son of Hae-

a-li'ah,
Now it came to pass in the month Chis'lev,
in the twentieth year, as I was in Shu'shan
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2 That Hu-na'ni, one of my brethren, came, he

1
|

and certain men of Ju'dah ; sand 1 .nlu d them con- |

which were

cerning the Jews that had escaped,
o Je-ru'sa-len,

left of the captivity, and concerni

3. And they said unto me, The remnant that are
left of the captivity there in the provinee are in
4 and reproach s the wall of Je-ru'sa
lem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are
burned with fire,

4 And it came to
words, that I sat down

ard  these
monrned

when

pass,
nd wept,

ertain days, and fasted, and prayed before the |

God of heaven,

5 And said, I

heaven, the great

besceeh thee, O Lonrn God of
and terrible God, that Keep
eth covenant 1 merey for them that love him

and observe his commandments

i

and thine eyes
of thy serv-
and night,

& Let thine ear now be attentive,
open, that thoumayest hear the

I 1
thee now

ant, which I pri efor
for the ehildren of Is'ra-el thy scrvauts, and con-
fess the sins of the children of Is'ra-cl, which we

have sinned against thee: both Land wy father's

house have sinned.

7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee,
and have not l t the commandments, Lor the
statutes, nor th idements, which thou com

he j
mandedst thy servant Mo'ses,

$ Remember, 1 beseeeh thee, the word that thou
'Inlul! thy servant Mo'ses, saying, [r' ye
s, 1 will scatter you abroad among the

nations :

9 But 7 ye turn unto me, and keep my com-
mandments, and do them : though there were of
you east out unto the uttermost part of the heaven,
et will T gather them from the nee, and will bring
them unto the place that I have chosen to set my
name there,

10 Now these are thy servants and thy people,

whem thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and

by thy strong hand.

I beseech thee,
yer of thy servant,

11 O Lord,
attentive to the pr

let now thine car be |
and to the |

prayer of thy servants, s to fear thy
name : and prosper, I pray hy servant this |
day, and grant him merey in the ght of this man,

For

TIME.—B. C. 445. PLACE
Susa, a famous Persinn royal residence,
ER.—Artaxerxes Longimanus, King of
the monarel who had already granted la
to Ezra.  DOCTRINAL SU(C
TION .—God’s fidelity to promise. (Verses &, 0.)

was the king’s cuphearer,

3 «—Shushan,

RU
Per

HOME READINGS,

. Nehemial's prayer,  Neh, 1.1-11,

7. The answer.  Neh, 2, 1-8,

. Solomon’s prayer. 1 Kings 8, 44-

Th. Mos prayer, Exod. 32, 7-14,

F. Promise to the penitent.  Deut, 30, 1-10.
NS, Confession, Dan. 9. 3-11.

A covenant-keepimg God. - Deut, 7, 6-11.

came, he and certain men out of Ju'dah ; und
[ asked them concerning the Jews that had es-
" the captivity, and
And they said unto
left of the captivity
at aftlict
also is bro-

caped, which were left «
coneerning Je-ru'sa-lem.
me, The remmant th
there in the provine
reproach s the wall «
ken down, and the gates thercof are burned with
fire. Andi when T heard these
words, that I sat down and wept,
and fasted and prs

|

ion and

i-lem

Hne 1o pass,
and mourned
ved before the
5 God of hieaven, and s beseeeh thee, O

Lonrn, the ( of the great and the

terrible God, that keepeth covenant and merey

certain days:

) heaven,
with them that love him and keep his com-
mandments : let thine be attentive,
and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hearken
of thy servant, whieh T pray
day and night, for the

I car now
unto the
hefore thee ¢

prayer

this time,

children of I5'ra-c¢l thy servants, while I con-
fess the sins of the children of Isra-cl, which
we have sinned against thee: yea, I and my
7 futher's house have sinned, We have dealt

and have not kept
the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the
1ou commandedst thy serv-

inst thee,

very corruptly ag

judgments, which

§ ant Mo'ses,  Remember, T beseech thee, the
word that thou commandedst thy servant Mo'-
ses, saying, If ye trespass, T will seatter you

9 abroad among the peoples: but iff ye return

unto me, and keep my eommandments and do
them, though your outeasts were in the utter-
most part of the heaven, yet will T gather them
bring them unto the

from thenee, and will
place that I have chosen to cuuse my name to
10 dwell there.  Now these thy servants and
thy people, hast redeemed by thy
11 great power, and by thy strong hand, O Lord,
I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive
to the v of thy servant, and to the prayer
of thy servants, who delight to fear thy name :
thy servant this day,
sight of this man

arc

whom thou

and prosper, I pray thee,
and grant him mercy in the
Now I was cupbearer to the king.)

LESSON B

ALN

; No. 217, New Canadian Hymnal,

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear,
No. 219, New Canadian Hymnal,

More love to thee, O Christ,
More love to thee,

No. 218, New Canadian Hymnal,

Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace.
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TESN NS P CRMEDIA
DOMINION HYMNAL, QUESTIONS scll(;«':n TERMEDIATE

Hymns, Nos. 119, 123, 118, 1. A People’s Need, v, 1-3,

Whose words have we in this lesson ?

Who came to visit Nehemiah 2
QUESTIONS FOR S OR STUDEN

N, Where was Nehemiah ¢
1. A People’s Need, v. 1-3. In what month and year did the visit

Concerning whom did Nehemiah ask ¢
What was the r t about the people ¢
’ What about the holy city ?
Who was Nehemia (Neh, 2. 1) Who had eaused this ruin 2

What was Nehemial thee (verse 11), and what
were its duties and privileges ¢

oceur?
Who speaks in this lesson ?

Where was he living 2
What is meant by

9%
1eq

(2 Kings 25, 10,)

2. A Patriot’s Prayer, v. 111,
What three thi did Nehemiah do ¢
To whom did he pray ?

How did he address the Lo
For whom did Nehemiah pri
rusalem ? What confession did he make #
By whom had it been destroyed? (2 Kings 25, What promise of the Lord did he plead ?
8-10.) Through what was

What did Nehemi

Who eame to him in the
What inquiries dic

** palace 2"

Lhe make of his visitors ?
About whom did he receive news ?

What was the condition of J

his promise given

i =ay of the people ?

causes of the * afflietion and Whose favor did he desire to securc ?

reproach ™ from which the Jews suffered ? What oftice did hie hold 2

2. A Patriot’s Pra py ¥, 4-11, What king was this?  (Neh, 2, 1)
How did Nehemiah reecive the news? | o lut should e every trus patriots prayer?
To whom did he go for help ¢ | (Gotbin Taxr,
What confession d

What was the great need of walls #
Give some of th

i he make? | Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—

What had been the offense of the people ?

\\’.hul threatening of the Lord did Ne hemianh call 1. A lesson of patriotism ?
tomind? ! 2. A lesson of piety 2
What promise docs he plead ¢ 3. The value of prayer?
Must repentance and confession a! vays preced : §
pardon ,‘] ' TS AR IHome Work for Young Bereans,
] What lessons may we learn trom Nchemialt's Find out all you can about Ezra, e lived in
prayer ! ) the same time as Nehemiah, and the two helped
The GoLogN Text should be our duily prayer; | each other in their noble \"":,"
repeat it Find out, if you can, w hy it was so nceessary to
have a wall about Jerusalem,

Practical T, achings, U And think out how

Wherein does this Iesson show thut
L. One may be loyal to his lo
amid most unfavor

a stone wall conld have
helped the morals of a people,

fticst convictions
le surroundings ¢

FOR YOIUNGER
2, The atflictions of any of God's people should SCHOLARS,
appeal to all Ge people ?

« Sympathy with others should be
by prayer for them ¢

L The sympathy that only pr
power to help is worthless ?

5 Even when God afflicts his people he 1
them?

Did all the captive Jews go buck to Jerusalem ?
Noj some stay in Persia,

Who was one of these ¢ Nehemiah,

What kind of a man waus he? A good man,

What place did he hold in the king's court ?
He was cupbearer to the Ling,

Who was now the King of' Persi; Artaxerxes,

What did Nehemiah love to hear? News from
home,

accompanicd

ays when it has

oves

- God has power over all forees and all men ?

Hints for Home Ntudy,

1. Recall all the prayers ot the Bible th

ean, and note differences between them,

2. What risk did Nehemiah run by inc
sorrowful emotions ?

Why did he love his country so much? It was
at you  the Lord’s land.
What did he hear one day 2 Bud news.
lulging in Who brought him the news ? Hanani.
What did he say of the people in Jerusalem ¢
3. Ascertain all that you can about the great | That they were in trouble,

Persian Empire which was built on the ruins of the What did he say was broken down? The wall
great Bubylonian Empire, . of the city,
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What had been burned with fire? The gates. ! Words with Little People.
What did Nehemiah do when he heard thix? | What to do when in trouble :
He wept and prayed. | Pray to the Lord,
What did he confess to the Lord?  Sine Confess your sin.
Who had sinned against the Lord?  The \5 t for his h 1.
Jews. l Expect him to help you.
What did Nehemiah ask him to remember? |
His promise of mercy. !

Lesson Prayer.
Lord, help me.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES. s
General Statement.

Our present lesson is taken from the Book of Nehemiah, which was written about B. €. 431, The
book is largely a personal narrative, and is a natural sequel to the Book of 4. The two men thus
named as authors were far more truly representative of the restored Juduism than were Zerubbabel,
Jeshua, and their colleagues, whose cureers we studied last month, and whose piety and patriotism,
while genuine, were sadly uncnergetic and slow ; heirs, respectively, of the ancient royulty and hier-
archy, the springs of all their gooduess were in the past.  But neither Ezra nor Nehemiah had ** heredi-
at least, they did not base their authority on their great-grandfathers, They saw with
they heard God's commund: and with sublime faith and inexorable
their nation.  Nehemiah was unmistakably * born
A a Hebrew captive he was trained for the life of
an courtier. He became ** cupbearer to the king,” and so won his love that when the news of the
desolation of Jerusalem cuuscd him to look sad the king’s sympathy led to the appomtment of Nehe-
miah as governor of that city, with orders to rebuild and defend it, and with royal assistance to make
possible the fulfillment of these orders,  For at leust thirteen years Nehemiaki ruled over Judea with
vigor and justice. IHe made Jerusalem the leading city of the land. But his greatest work was that of’
turning a little group of poverty-stricken and dejected Jews into a prosperous and we ll-organized nation
of patriots, and exchanging their half-heathenish customs for unrivaled loyalty to the God of their fa-
thers,  Our lesson shows the very beginning of this great work.

tary rights ;"
clear vision the needs of the hour:
purpose they set themselves to the task of rebuilding
" though his father may have been a plebeian.

hae | from exile, the Jews of Pulestine were still known
tate- | as ** those who had escaped.”

3. The remnant . . . are in great afflic-
tion. They had never prospered, and seemed

Verse 1. Nehemiah the son of Hac
liah. His career is outlined in the Gener
ment. A sentence of Dr. Crosby’s well deseribes
it: * Ihs administration of affairs wus marked by
|'fm""li"“" picty, l".,”'l"“""‘ perseverance, pPro= |y to be approaching a climax of suffering.
"f‘."v"“'l courage.” I‘Ile'munlh(‘h lews The | pooy crops, alert and untiring enemics, and a
"'“”","'"“m of the Jewish sacred year, corre- pitiable lack of leadership had together brought
.~|:(~|nlmg nearly to our I.)wrlnlwl‘- The twen- | 410 hardest of hard times. Their nobles,
",ﬂh yaute ‘.”'"m“"." "“'.".ml e sasion of the selfish and unscrupulous, had made marital and
k"'!‘, who has l'_“'"‘ identified with Artaxerses political alliances with some of the worst enemies
L““‘ml.m“m' TI.“S fixos ths date A the of the nation 3 the poorer classes were negleetful
«:f B. C. 4 ; fr In{wt} -one years after the return | oo g0 c e God,  Vigorons patriotism and vig-
;:::1“.(:;;|l"(lr\rl:t.\tilu sl'::\il::n}",:?irl,.nl:cm~ A ""ll'-‘ ‘ orous religion were unknown. The wall « o «

sl rsian Empire, known to the | 44 proken down, and the gates . . . are
:Illf‘lullt (-‘ruukﬁ a8 Susa, 'nzul to the modern !hwl- | burned with fire, This breuking down and
ouins as Shush; it was situated east of the Tigris | A B S N
ot o . 8 yurning had been done by Nebuchadnezzar's

and north of (.lu- lursm.n (-u}L The ruins of its | 110l one hundred and thirty-seven years be-
palaces were discovered in 1852, fore. The shattered and charred remains ~f walls

2. Hanani, one of my brethren. Prob- | and gates were the last sight these poor oow of
ably, but not certainly, a brother in the fullest | Judah could distinguish as their beloved city
sense. He was afterward made a civie officer | slowly faded in the distance behind them.  An
(Neh. 7. 2). Men of Judah., Rather, “men | oriental city is utterly defenseless while un-
out of Judah.” I asked them. In themidst | walled. Besides, as a Persian courtier must
of personal ease and honor Nehemiah’s profound | know, there were at the present time threatening
interest in his distressed comjutriots is deeply | political convulsions, A serious revolt in Egypt
impressive. (1) We should ever have in our heart | had been barely quelled, and the Arab tribes from
a love for God's people and an interest in God's the desert were raiding in all directions. One
cause. ‘'The Jews that had escaped. | fact wus clear, the wall of Jerusalem must be
Though ninety years had elapsed since the return | promptly rebuilt if it was ever again to be the

ose

——




ith
ble
orn
of
the
he-
ake
ith
of
ion
fa-

W

lic-
ned

ng.
1 a
zht
les,
and
nies
tful

and
ar's

be-
ralls

city

An
un-
nust
ning
zypt
rom
One
t be
the

1
|

Feb. 12.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 81

capital of the Lord’s people. (2) So Christ's
Church, the earthly Jerusalem, needs to be so pro-
tected that foes will be kept out and friends kept safe.

4. When I heard. He may have vaguely
known the condition of the city before, but the re-
cital made his knowledge vivid. And he knew,
probably better than the Jews of Jerusalem, the
imminent danger in which they were so long as
the city remained unwalled, Fasted and
prayed. This fast may not have been ahsolute
abstinence from food, but a denial of pleasure and
of luxuries, keeping the body in fit condition for
prayer. See Dan. 9. 3; 10, 3; Esther 4, 1635 Ezra
10. 6. The God of heaven. This is a concep-
tion of God which no doubt existed among the
Israelites of every age, but is especially prominent
in the later books of the Old Testament, when
God's people were widely scattered. (8) Our
prayers should take in the general interests of God's
cause,

5. The great and terrible God that keep=
eth covenant and mercy. A wonderful
phrase, which at once tells us of God’s greatness
and power and assures us that all that greatness
and power will be used in the fulfillment of his
promixes. (4) The mightier God is, the safer are his
children. *‘ Covenant” refers to God’s definite
promises ; ““ mercy  to his loving character, which
gives more than is pledged. For them that
love hims God's love is freely given to all men,
however wicked they may be; but only those who
give their love in return are in condition to accept
the blessings ofhis covenant.  Observe his come
mandments. (5) 7% se who love God will delight
to do kis will, for he asks nothing beyond what a
rightly constituted nature would freely give,

6. The prayer of thy servant. Nehemiah's
prayer was rather a recalling of God's promises
and a confession of his people’s sin than any spe-
cific petition, Confess the sins. Nchemiah
suw that the troubles of his people came from their

own wandering from God. (8) Whoever comes be-
Jore God should come humbly, not proudly.

7. The commandments. .. statutes . . .
Judgments. General terms expressing the law,
and referring not only to the revelation through
Moses, but also to the current of spiritual teaching
by the prophets, which was considered as explana-
tory of the law. Thy servant Moses, It is
evident that Nehemiah was familiar with the Pen-
tateuch, or five books of Moses, for he refers to it as
well known, and also quotes from it.

8. Remember, I beseech thee, God does
not need to be reminded of his words, yet he de
sires us, for our own sakes, to remind him ofthem.
The word. 1le cites here frecly Deut. 30, 1-5,
verses which contain the warning and the promise
of God side by xide,

9. But if' ye tuarn. Nechemiah finds in the ful-
fillment of the threatening a ground of hope
for divine mercy. (7) When men turn God turns.
Keep my commandments. The best evi-
dence of turning to God is a willingness to do his
will.  (8) If you have resolved to be a Christian, do
in every respect what Christ would have you do.

11. Prosper, I pray thee, thy servant.
It is not improbable that already Nehemiah had to
some degree planned his future life of self-sacrific-
ing patriotisn ; but he could hardly have foreseen
the personal interest the king would take in the wel-
fare of Jerusalem ; and this prayer for prosperity
was certainly not a prayer for the Judean governor-
ship to which he was soon after appointed. His ap-
pointment as governor was, nevertheless, in an-
swer to this prayer. Mercy in the sight of
this man. These words touchingly set forth the
chronic dread which is the atmosphere of despot-
ism., T was the king’s cupbearer; and
therefore more in danger than others of damaging
suspicion; also more favorably situated than

others for securing and retaining the affectionate
interest of the king.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Words ot Nehemiah. The pro-
phetical Books of Jeremiah and Amos begin with
this form of expression, but the contents of those
hooks show that the words were a message of
divine revelation communicated to those prophets
for Isracl. Here the words are to be understood

word oceurs only in post-exile literature (only here
and Zech. 7. 1), and was probably adopted from
Babylonian usage, although it may have been of
ancient origin. Twentieth year—of Artaxerxes,
as chap. 2.1, shows. Shushan the palace. So

in the sense of a biographical and historical nar-
rative. Of similar character were the * words " of
Samuel, Nathan, and Gad referred to in 1 Chron,
20. 20.  The Hebrew title of the Books of Chroni-
cles is *“ words of the days.” In ancient manu-
seripts and some printed copies the Books of Ezra
and Nehemiah are united together as closely as if
they were one book. Chisleu. The ninth month
of the year, corresponding with the latter part of

called it was the city of the palace, which
served as the winter residence of the kings of Per-
sia. The place has been identified with the mod-
ern Susa, about one hundred miles north of the
Persian Gulf. Here, in 1852, Mr. Loftus uncovered
from huge mounds of rubbish the ruins of this
ancient palace, and aseertained the position of its
seventy-two columns, These columns indicated
the plan of a great central hall, surrounded on
three sides by great porches. The columns were

November and the earlier part of December. The

over cight feet in diameter, and stood about
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twenty-seven feet apart, so that the entire palace
must have enclosed a space of nearly three hun-
dred feet square. At this great paluce Danicl saw
one of his visions (Dun. 8. 2); und here Xerxes, the
Ahasuerus of the Book of Esther, “sat on the
throne of his kingdom™ at the feast described in
Esther 1. 2-9.

. Hanani. Not the priest mentioned in chap.
12. 36, but Nehemiah’s own brother, us appears
from the language of chap, 7. 2. 1 asked them,
As one deeply interested in the condition of the
fatherland and the Jewish people still remaining
there. Escaped . . + left, These two words,
nearly synonymous, denote two distinct concep-
tions of the Jews then abiding in Jerusalem and
the towns of Judah. Thefirst word points to their
« escape” from the land of exile. Although mul-
titudes preferred to remain in Babylon, those who
returned to the IHoly Land were regarded as a
body of people delivered from captivity, and so
escaping the bondage which had come upon their
race by reason of exile, The word left points yet
more specifically to such as survived the trials to
which the new community at Jerusalem had been
exposed from the time of Cyrus until this twentieth
year of Artaxerxes Longimanus. All who returned
to Jerusalem escaped from the bondage of exile,
but not all of these survived the hardships and
persceutions of the troublous times.

Wall broken . . . gates burned.  Some
eritics—supposing that the breaking down of the
walls and burning of the gates of Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnezzar, more than half a century before,
could have been no news to Nehemiah—maintain
that the destruction here referred to must have
been caused by some more recent calamity not now
onrecord. But it is unnecessary to suppose that this
part of the report of the men out of Judah was
“pews” to Nchemiah, The desolate condition of
Jerusalem is incidentally mentioned as showing

reproach. It is unaccountable that, if the walls
of Jerusalem had been rebuilt and  afterward
destroyed a sceond time, no mention of such facts
is traceable in history. The walls had remained
in ruins since the beginning of the exile, and this
fact was doubtless known to Nehemiah ; but not
until these tidings of the great suffering and re-
prouch of his people were reported to him did he
teel the keenness of the reproach which such a
state of things at Jerusalem involved. IHence the
prayer that follows,

5. I beseech thee. The prayer of Nehe-
miah deserves critical study as a model of blended
adoration, invoeation, confession, supplication,
and confident appeal. Note the propriety and
felicity of addressing Jehovah as the God of
heaven, the great and the terrible. The
facts which pressed on Nehemiah’s memory and
thought at the time most naturally prompted such

: a form of words, But the great and terrible God

is also one who keepeth covenant and
mercy.

8. Thy servant Moses, Various passuges
from the Books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy,
here appropriated by Nehemiah, show that those
portions of the Pentateuch were then recognized
us of Mosaic origin,

11. This man. Alluding to the king, whom,
though exalted to all but absolute power, he still
knows to be only a man, and subject to the God
of heaven. Cupbearers The mashgeh, trans-
ated © butler” in Gen. 40, 1,2, 5. An office of
dignity. Rabshuakch (2 Kings 18, 17) was chief
cupbearer in the Assyrian court,

The Lesson Council.

Question 1, In what scnse were the Jews the
people of God ?

They were the people of God in a distinetive
gense: 1. As his chosen people, with special favor
and protection from their enemies.  God gave the
possessions of the heathen to be their possessions,
driving out their enemies before them, 2. To the
Jews pertained the Church with all its moral and
religious institutions and benefits, To them God
revealed his will, and to them he delivered the ora-
cles of his truth (Rom. 3. 1, 2; 9. 4,5). They were
first to have the Gospel preached unto them,

Question 2. Were the Gentile nations any less
the people of God than the Jews? What was the
difference between their relation to God and that of
the Jews ?

No. “God is no respecter of persons’ (Acts 10,
34, 85; Rom. 2. 11), henee not of nations, His
love, purpose (Eph. 8. 115 Mal. 1. 11), and abso-
lute relations (Rom. 10. 12, 13) are the same toward
all (Rom. 2. 10,113 3. 20).  Yet his real relations

how the Jews there were in great affliction and | WeT® not always the same, To the Jews it was ¢

covenant relation, hence special.  God’s chosen in-
strument in bringing salvation to man was the
Jews. e covenanted with them (Gen. 17. 2-16).
The Jews pledged fidelity. God promised to be
their Kine. This covenant relation was for special
endsy therefore, to-day all are alike before him
(Acts 10, 9-48; 11. 1-18; Gal. 3. 28),

Question 3. What traits of character in Nehe-
miak should we consider as examples for us to
Jollow ?

1. Patriotism, Though raised in a foreign land
and living in the palace of a foreign king, he is nev-
ertheless solicitous for the welfare of the land of his
fathers. *“If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my
right hand forget her ecunning.” 2. Tenderness
of heart. *“Isat down and wept.” Nehemiah was
no weakling. He could superintend the building
of a city’s walls, lead an army, persevere in the
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face of opposition, and sit down and weep. The

““remnant” in Jerusalem were in “great affliction |

and reproach,” the city’s wulls were leveled, and
the gates burned. Nehemiah wept,  Those tears
came from a fountain of disinterested love deep in

the tender heart of this noble patriot, Paul wept, |
We should weep over the afflie- |

*Jesus wept,”
tion of sin,
Question 4.  Should not JSasting accompany
prayer at the present time ?
Fasting is beneficial on general principles. That

which chastens and subdues the body ministers to |

the health and vigor of the soul, There are special
emergencies where fasting, according to the Serip-
tures, is absolutely necessary to vietorious conquest
over the powers of darkness.  Failing to fust, the
diseiples broke down in the attempt to cast the
toul spirit from the child ; Jesus deposed the un-
clean spirit, and informed them that * this kind
goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”

Analytical and Biblical Qutline.

Nehemiah’s Prayer.
1. Tue Max
i. Nobles “/u....the palace.” v, 1.
** The king’s eupbearer.,” v, 11,
% Not r noble.” 1 Cor. 1. 26,
2, Pat ice “Lasked them.” v, 2,
SOIFT forget thee.” Psaln 137
5 Praying. © Prayed bfore God.” v, 4.
““ Men pray everywhere,” 1 Tim. 2, 8.
1L Tug Praver.
. Earnest. “ Wept.” v, 4,
“Fervent prayer....righteous man.” James
b. 16,
2. Humble. * Fusted.” v. 4.
Y Humble yourselves.” James 4, 10,
5. Persevering. “ Day and uight.” v, 6.
* Continuing instant in prayer.” Rom. 12,12,
4. Confessing, ** Wehave sinned.” v. 6, %,
“T will confess.” Psalm 82, 5,
o Pleading promise. ** Remembor,” v, 8, 9.
‘ Remember the word.” Psalm 119, 49,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Example of Nehemiah,

1o Notice Nehemial's fidelity to his father's God |
while in a strange land, in the temptations of the |
palace and the cares of pablic life, Let the young
man away from home follow his example,

2. Notice Nehemiak's devotedness to the interests
of the Church, is first inquiry was concerning
it} his prayers were in its behalf'; for it he was
ready to make every sacrifice.

B Notice Nehemial's industrious, practical spirit,
Read the story of his inspecting the condition of

| tion, and his lubor in rebuilding the wall. What
are you doing to build up Christ's Church ¢

4. Notice Nehemial's self-denying liberality.
He gave up much of position and wealth for the
sake of God's people,

Be Notice Nehemial's persevering  spivit, not
yielding to obstacles, but overcoming them,

8. Notice Nehemial's intense zeal for a pure
Church. e led the people back to an obedience
of God's law, to a solemn covenant with God, to
keeping the Sabbath,

Lesson Word-Pictures.

And this is Nehemiah, the Jew, How fine and
flowing are his robes! 1le stands in the palace
corridors,  Look about you and see how gorgeous
is this palace of Artaxerses,

If Nehemiah may
have any s

ation here, he is to be envied, What
grand corridors, what magnificent apartments !
| Go into the throne room with its imposing guards,
its brilliant throng of courtiers, its gorgeous throne,
Enter the banquet hall with its glittering vess s,
its luxurious couches, its walls resplendent with
richest oriental decorations,

|

|

‘ And all this mag-
’ nificence is only a sctting to encase that jeweled
[ presence, the King Artaxerxes, the strong, the
|

|

magnificent the absolute one.,  See him on his
throne when down before him fall his courtiers as
if mere grass blades pressed to the carth by a
strong wind. The king frowns in anger or nods a
smiling assent.  People dic or liw-  this absolute
one may frown or smile. Has Nehemiah anything
to do near that kingly source of power? It is an
{ important sphere he fills if his work be inside the
palace,

But look again !

There stands Nehemiah,

And who are these coming up ?

A group of Jews,

He asks about a city dearer to the Hebrew than
all the cities of the great Artaxerxes.  As they an-
swer, Nchemiah can see it, seated on lowly Judean
hills, its towers humbled, its walls broken down,
its gates burnt, while every enemy passing by
points at it his snecring fingers. O Nchemiah,
that is Jerusalem !

Those fellow Jews are gone, and Nehemiah is

| alone. How sad and clouded his face! Ie can-

not stay amid the magnificence of the palace. He
goes away, all alone, and sits down in sorrow,
All the while a voice is ringing in his soul ; ¢ Ne-
hemiah, you are the one to speak to the king about
Jerusalem !

Speak to Artaxerxes ?

Yes, you are the king's cupbearer. That is
what you do in the splendid palace. Now, meet
your opportunity manfully.

Imagine it, Nehemiah speaking to the king!

the city, his endeavor to arouse the people to ac-

Think of it, great Artaxerxes in all his splendor,
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the sneer of absolute power on his lip, great Persia
all about him, and this cupbearcr tiptoeing up to
the king, a cup in his hand, and then speaking for
the stubborn little city that has given the kings
of the land so much trouble—Jerusalem,

Of what use will the venture be ?

* T am going," says Nehemiah.

What if the king ery, ¢ Nay 1"

“1 am going.”

What if he scowl and shake his head, and in
wrath give thee to his cruel guards ?

“1 am going.”

But first Nehemiah goes to another King.

0, that other King!

What an empire he has! The shining stars are
his bodyguard, the fiery sun, the silvered moon,
What armies he can marshal! What weapons,
what war chariots! The lightning is his sword,
the thunder his chariot roll.

0, this other King !

And Nehemiah goes down before him. 1 see
Nehemioh in sackcloth. I see him low upon the
ground. I hear his sobs. 1 catch his pleas. He
fasts, He begs. Ie holds on to the angel of sup-
plication for weary hours. I hear him confessing
Israel’s sin and the sin of Nehemiah's fathers, and
especially the sins of Neheminh. And then he
pleads the promises, to Moses, to all the Isracl of
God.

Will not this great King hear Nehemiah ?

And now I see Nehemiah going before the
earthly monarch, a cup in his hand, a prayer to
God in his thoughts, a restful trust in his soul.
What will Artaxerxes say as the cupbearer up-
proaches hiin ?

God speed thee, Nehemiah !

Good angels go with thee, and Gabricl and
Michael be in thy bodyguard!

Make thy plea for Jerusalem, and all the time
keep praying in thy heart to the One greater.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

It is thoroughly in accord with all Western Asi-
atic custom that humiliation should be expressed
by mourning and fasting. In the feast of Ram-
azan, which lasts a whole lunar month, the Mos-
lems fast all day, and under even a broiling sun
do not take a drop of water from sunrise to sunsct.
They often feast at night, however, with great
hilarity. Little business is transacted. Jews
everywhere observe fusting as a regular relig-
ious practice, IHindoo fukirs sometimes fast, or
claim to fast, an ineredibly long time, even being
buried, as is affirmed by their friends, to prove that
they reeeive no food for forty days or more. These
claims, however, are not established beyond seri-
ous doubt, but they show the heathen idea of sub-
duing the body, in order to increuse spiritual com-
munication and power

But one thing cannot be paralleled in heathen
countries, and that is the lofty conception of the
spiritual character of xin and the devout peniten-
tial language of Nehemiah's prayer. leathen
nowhere show such apprehension of what sin is.
With the heathen sacrifices are offered because the
gods are hungry. Their sacrifices do not “ per-
tain to the conscience;’ do not bring any sense
of pardon,

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 1-4.  John Newton, on the wall of his
study at Olney, just over his desk, had these words
in very large letters, *‘ Remember thou wast a
bondman in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy
God redeemed thee”” This sympathy with his
fellow bondmen in sin kept his zeal at a flaming
pitch,

The Christlike character is like the Holian
harp, which gives music, bright or sad, according
to the breeze which touches it; or like a lake
which mirrors tree and rock, dark ecloud and
heaven's unchanging blue.— Cook.

“ I prayed before the God of heaven.” Prayer is
good preparation for service. In our Canadian
Parliament it was a Mcthodist Senator, the late
John Macdonald, of Toronto, who succeeded in
procuring the adoption of the observance of daily
prayer. Inthe American Congress the chaplain is
a blind Methodist preacher, and very touching it
is to see him led to his place by a page and invoking
God's blessing on the deliberations of the Assembly.
An old proverb says, ** Prayer and provender hin-
der no man’s journey.” Luther used to say, * Bene
orasse, bene laborasse:” ** To have prayed well is to
have labored well.” “I have much todo to-day,” he
would sometimes say, * I must therefore spend an
hour in prayer.” Prayer will clarify the intellect
and lift up the heart, and better equip the soul for
the discharge of life's duties.

Verses 6, 7. Confession. A German prince trav-
eling through France visited the arsenal at Toulon,
where the galleys were kept. The commandant
offered to set at liberty any slave whom he se-
lected. In conversing with the prisoners the
prince met with universal complaints of the in-
justice of their confinement. At last he came to
one man, who said, “My lord, I have been a
wicked, desperate wretch,  Ihave often deserved
to be broken on the wheel, and it is a mercy that I
am here.” The prince procured his release.—
Bowes.

Verses 8-11. God redeems and cares for his own.
The Russian Empress Alexandra, who died in
1860, instituted a system of relcasing debtors from
prison by paying their fines. In all such cases she
employed a commissioner to seethat the person &0

set free was provided with tools and work and
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placed on a good financial standing. The Gospel |
brings not only pardon, but help to a better life.

* For I'was the king's cupbearer.,” This was a
position of highest honor and trust. God gave his
best. It is a mistake to suppose that a dull and
second-rate man is good enough for the heathen.
The worst oft need the very best we have. The
most darkened and degraded souls need the best
thinking,

When our blessed Lord was presenting  his
Gospel to a fallen Swnaritan woman he uttered in
her cars the most august philosophical thesis to be
found in any tongue, * God is a Spirit.” Missions
have had their grandest successes when England’s
best scholars, like Bishop Paterson and Bishop Sel-
wyn, have devoted their splendid talents to the
conversion of the fiercest and lowest savages of
Micronesia and New Zealand. It would be a sad
day for Canadian Christians if they should ever
deserve Nehemiah's reprouch ¢ Their nobles put
not their necks to the work of their Lord.” Chris-
tianity will advance over the Church with swift
strides when the churches are ready to send their
best men and the best men are ready to go.

(Folden Text. There was once a good woman
who was well known among her circle for her sim-
ple faith and her great calmness in the midst of
many trials, Another woman living atadistance,
hearing of her, said, I must go and learn the se-
cret of her happiness.” She went, und, accosting
her, said, ““Are you the woman with the great
faith?”  “No,” she replied; “I am not the "
woman with the great faith, but T am the woman
with a little faith in the great God."—Sermon
Notes,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

In the study of this lesson do not fail to read
the entire Book of Nehemiah j urge the scholars on
the Sunday before the lesson to read the book, and
to bring to the class their estimate of Nehemiah's
character, its traits, ete....Show on the map the
location of Shushan, Judea, ete., and Nehemiah’s
Jjourney....The * Thoughts for Young People” will
suggest a line of treatment, presenting Nehemiah
s an examplo in character.  An interesting story
could be told of his work, and the characteristios
which he showed in it. ... Another plan might be
made on the basis of Nehemiah's “seven hin-
drances,” and how he overcame them : (1) The
distance—one thousand two hundred miles; 2)
The poverty of the Jews, (3) Their discouraged,
apathetic spirit ; (4) Their miserable class-strifo—
nobles against common people; (5) The extent of
the work ; (6) The opposition of the enemies ; (7)
Tho general laxity of obedience to the law of God.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 85

drances now....Still another plan is to tuke up
the Golden Text of the lesson and consider God us
the Helper of his people: (1) The difficulties amid
which Nehemiah prayed for help; (2) The pur-
pose for which he asked help; (3) The character
of the divine Helper; (4) The character of the
help given,

References.

Freeman. Ver. 1: The month Chisleu, 377,
Ver. 11: The royal cupbearer, 878....Foster's
CyoLorenia.  Poetical, 8823; Prose, 11870-11873,
5989, 5091, 5972, 11873, 6818, Ver. 3: Prose, 2711,
Ver. 6: Prose, 927, 4502, 4502, 4545, 4537, 5309,
5315,

Blackboard.

%

/4“/7(?“‘

THY PROMISE TO HELP THY PEOPLE
2mian

Draw the design on the hoard, or cut a large
sheet of white paper in the same proportions, and
fasten it on the board after having written the
words on it as in the design. Have one of the
teachers or scholars explain to the school what is
meant by a bank draft. Speak of what a fine thing
it would be if one of us could have the privilege of
drawing a draft on some great bank every day, if
needed, with the assurance that the draft would
always be paid. Tow rich we should be! There
is a treasury of untold wealth, more precious than
gold, on which the Christian may make drafts with
the knowledge that they will never be protested,
because God’s * promise to pay " is true, and his
promises are always kept. It wason this treasury
that Nehemiah drew for help. He was a man of
wealth and position ; he might have felt sorry for
the poor Jews at Jerusalem ; he might have wept a
few tears over them ; and perhaps have made a pa-
thetic address on some suitable oceasion, and urged
fome one else to do something to help them; he
might even have started a subscription list with o
liberal sum himself, and felt as though he had done
his duty ; or he might have got the women togeth-
er, and had them give some sort of an entertain-

Show how God's workers encounter the same hin-

ment. But he did none of these things, He went
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to the great Helper of the weak and the oppressed,
and prayed for help to enable him to do the work
himself. “My help cometh from the Lord.”  1le
knew the difficulties in the way, and he knew
where to go for help,  Even so can each one of us
go to the same source of power and reeeive guid-
ance, strength, und comfort in all right undertuk-

ings,

Primary and Intermediate.
Lessox Tuovaur, What to do with trouble,
Review. What was done when the temple was

finished?  What is it to dedicate 2 Huve we any-
thing to dedicate to God 2 What are these bodies
of ours called? When ought we to give them to
God? How shall we treat them if they belong to
God ?

Introducing the Lesson. Where was the new
temple?  Yes, here in Jerusalem.  [Make a
square for the city.]  Awuy over here is the land
in which the Jews were captives so long.  Who
can tell the name of the country ¢ Here is a little
square that we will call the king’s palace. It was
at Shushan, and was a beautiful place. There
were many noblemen who waited on the ki

'
One was named Nehemiah, T will print his name
on the board. Ile was a Jew. The king loved
him for his honesty und faithfulness.  Shall T tell

you what Nehemiul’s work in the palace?
He had to take care of the king's wine, and give
him his cups of wine to drink. 8o he was culled
the king's cupbearer. This lesson will tell you
of some bad news that Nehemiah heard, and what
he did about it.

What does this square stand for?  Yes, this is |

to mauke us think of Jerusalem. It was a long
way from Shushan—more than a thousand miles,
[Make a delicate line between the two places.)
Some men from the land of Israel came one
the place where Nehiemiah was.  As soon as he
saw them he asked about the Jews who had gone
back, and about Jerusalem, the holy city, lle
loved his country, though he lived so far away.
They told him news which made him feel very
sad, It was seventy years since the temple was
dedicated, and yet the walls around Jerusalem
had not been built! The old wall was broken

down, and the gates were burned with fire, |

There was nothing to hinder the enemies of the
Jews from coming to rob and burn the holy city.
[Show or make a picture of an ancient walled
city, explaining why walls had to be built to pro-
tect cities.

The men from Jerusalem told Nchemiah that
the people there were very poor, so that they
could not build the wall, and that their enemies
looked upon them with scorn and contempt,  Are
you sorry when you hear that some one you love
is in trouble?

| Once there was a rich man who heard a sad
‘ story about some people that he knew. *Tam

very sorry,” said the rich man.

¢ Well, how much are you sorry {” said his

| friend. e wanted to do something to help. Ne-
hemiah was so sorry that he was willing to help.
| But he could not do the work alone. Was there
| anyone to help Nehemiah ? - Yes, he had a great,
strong, powerful friend. 1lis friecnd was greater
and stronger even than the king upon whom he
waited, It was the great God, the King of heaven !
Nehemiah prayed.

[Make a small altar of incense, and a faint line

going up.]
| e told the Lord all the trouble his people were
in, and asked that he might be allowed to go to
them and help them. Ile confessed his own sins,
and the sins of his people, and he asked the
Lord to make his king willing to let him go and
build the wall around Jerusalem,

Do you think the Lord heard Nehemial's
prayer? Yes, God knew his servant, and saw the
love in his heart which made him willing to take
the long journey and dothe hard work. God hears
every true prayer which even the least of his chil-
dren offers. [Make a fuint line from the top of the
board reaching down to the king's palace. |

God sent an answer down to Nchemiah, [t
made him feel strong and patient and ready to do
just what the Lord gave him to do.

R The Lesson for Us. [Print
“Trouble” on the board.|
Does everybody have trou-
ble? O yes, even little chil-
dren often have to suffer a
~| great deal. Many hard
-t things come to little chil-
| 7w TS| gren.  These are their bro-
| ken walls which they want to have built up.  Sin
pulls down and leaves down. Fuith builds up.

Nchemiah shows us what to do with trouble.
[Make a tiny spiral cloud of ineense going up from
the word Trouble.]

Little Christians may pray about ezerything—all
their joys and sorrowsi all their good times, us
well as their sad times; all their play, as well
as their work.  God wants us to tell him all
that interests us. Let us sing heartily, * What a
Friend we have in Jesus,” and then ask God to
[ help us take ** everything to him in prayer.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No: 1.

Father, I streteh my hands to thee.
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
My Jesus, as thou wilt,

Father, whate'er of earthly bliss,
Father, lead me day by day.

u’
i
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No. 2,

Awake, my soul, in Jjoyful lays,
Hear thou my prayer,

Shine on our souls,

Art thou weary, art thou languid ?
Come, Jesus, Redeemer.,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. What sad news was brought to Nehemiah, the
Jewish cupbearer of the Persian king? That
his relatives in Jerusalem were in great
affliction,

2. What did he do? e wept, fasted, and
prayed.

3. What did he confess?
people.

4. What did he plead?
God,

8. What is the Goupen Texr?
thou my helper.”?

The sins of his
The promise of

“ Lord, be

CATECHISM QUESTION,
9. Have believersan internal evidence that Christ
came from God ?

They have, according to their faith, the witness
and the fruit of the Holy Spirit in their hearts.

John xiv, 20. In that day ye shall know that I
am in my Father, and ye in Me, and I in you,

About B. C, 445.] LESSON VIII.

REBUILDING THE WALL.

[Feb. 19,

GOLDEN TEXT. We made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against

them,
Authorized Version,
Neh. 4. 9=21. [ Commit to memory verses 19-21.]
9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our

God, and sct a wateh against them day and night,
because of them,

10 And Ju'dah said, The strength of the bearers
of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish;
80 that we are not able to build the wall,

11 And our adversaries said, They shall not

know, neither sce, till we come in the midst

among them, and slay them, and cause the work |

to ce
12 And it came to pass, that when the Jews
which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten
times, From all pluces whence ye shall return
unto us they will be upon you,
13 Therefore set 1in the lower places behind
the wall
people after their families with their swords, their
spears, and their bows,

use.,

14 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the
nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the
i.cnplv, Be not ye atraid of them: remember the
Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for
your brethren, your sons, and your daughters,
your wives, and your houscs,

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies
heard that it was known unto us, and God had
brought their counsel to nought, that we returned
all of us to the wall, everyone unto his work,

16 And it came to pass from that time forth,
that the half of my servants wrought in the work,
and the other half of them held both the spears,
the shiclds, and the bows, and the habergeons ;
:inil the rulers were behind all the house of Ju'~

ah,

17 They which builded on the wall, and they
that bare burdens, with those that laded, everyone

with one of his hands wrought in the work, and
with the other Aand held a weapon,

18 For the builders, everyone had his sword
girded by his side, and s builded. And he that

and on the higher places, 1 even set the |

Neh. 4. 9,
Revised Version,

9 But we made our prayer unto our God, and
set & watch against them day and night, be-
cause of them.  And Ju'dah said, The strength
of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there
is much rubbish; so that we are not able to
build the wall. And our adversaries said, They
shall not know, ncither sce, till we come
into the midst of them, and slay them, and
12 cause the work to ccase.  And it came to pass
that, when the Jews which dwelt by them came,

‘ they said unto us ten times from all places, Ye
{ 13 must return unto us, Therefore set 1 in the
lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in
the open places, Leven set the people after their
familics with their swords, their spears, and
14 their bows. And I looked, and rose up, and
said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to
the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them :
remember the Lord, which is great and terrible,
and fight for your brethren, your sons and your
daughters, your wives and your houses. And
it came to pass, when our enemies heard that
it was known unto us, and God had brought
their counsel to nought, that we returned all of
16 us to the wall, everyone unto his work. And
it came to pass from that time forth, that half

of my servants wrought in the work, and halt

of them held the spears, the shields, and the
bows, and the coats of mail; and the rulers
17 were behind all the house of Ju'dah, They
that builded the wall and they that bare burdens
laded themsclves, everyone with one of his
hands wrought in the work, and with the other

18 held his weapon ; and the builders, everyone
had his sword girded by his side, and so build-

—
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sounded the trumpet was by me.

ed.  And he that sounded the trumpet was by
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19 And 1 said unto the nobles, and to the
rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work s
great and large, and we are sepurated upon the
wall, one far from another.

20 In what place ther¢fore ye hear the sound of
the trumpet, resort ye thithcr unto us: our God
shall fight for us.

21 8o we labored in the work : and half of them
held the spears from the rising of the morning till
the stars appeared.

19 me. And I said unto the nobles, and to the
rulers and to the rest of the people, The work
in great and large, and we are sepurated upon

20 the wall, one fur from another: in what place
soever ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort
ye thither unto us; our God shall fight for us,

21 So we wrought in the work : and half of them
held the spears from the rising of the morning

till the stars appeared.

TIME.~B. C. 45. PLACE.—Jcrusalem.
RULERS.—Artaxcerxes, King of Persiaj Nehe-
miah, Tirshatha (or Pasha) of Judah ; Sanballat the
Horonite, in high position in Samaria; Tobiah the
Ammonite, the Governor (Pasha) of Ammon;
Geshem, probably the chieftain of a predatory
tribe. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—God’s
overruling providence.

HOME READINGS.
M. Rebuilding the wall.  Neh. 4. 7-14.
7u. Rebuilding the wall,  Nch. 4. 15-21
W. The fear of man. Isa. 51. 9-16,
Th. Wicked devices frustrated, Psalm 33, 10-22,
F. The wall of fire. Zech. 2. 1-5.
S. Wise and foolish builders, Matt. 7. 24-26,
8. Watch and pray. Eph. 6. 10-18

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 108, New Canadian Hymnal,

A charge to keep 1 have,
A God to glorify.

No. 104, New Canadian Hymnal.
Lord, as to thy dear cross we flee,
And pray to be forgiven.

No. 102, New Canadian Hymnal,

What shall I do, where shall I flee
I have no refuge, dear Saviour, but thee.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos, 128, 129, 127,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Praying and Watching, v, 9-12.

What enemies had Nehemiah ?

Who was Sanballat ?

Who were the Ammonites? the Arabians? the
Ashdodites ?

Why were they wroth ?

What did they set out to do?

What did the Jews do to prevent this?

When God's enemies try to hinder, what should
Christians do? (Psalm 50, 15.)

Why do we need to watch as well as pray ?

What other discouragement had they ?

Which is harder to bear, the opposition of ene-
mies or the dissuasion of friends ¢

2. Watching and Working, v. 13-18,

What did they do besides wateh and pray ?

How many of them worked ?

How did they work?

What were the weapons for !

Whom should we watch against ? (1 Peter 5. 8,)

What else ?  (Mark 14, 38.)

Where was he that sounded the trumpet?

Why was he there ?

Would it do for him to go to sleep ?

What is always by us to notify us when God's
enemies are near?

How shall we keep it awake and alert ?

3. Working and Organizing, v. 19-21,

What did Nehemiah mean by saying * we are
separated 2

Is the law of mutual help more obligatory in war
times than in times of peace?

In whose fighting powers had Nehemiah supreme
confidence ?

Repeat the Gorpes Texr,

How can it be turned into a motto for your daily
life

Practical Teachings,

1ow does this lesson show that—

1. Zeul for God stimulates the world's opposi-
tion?

2, The world’s opposition should stimulate our
diligence.

3. True diligence includes watching, praying,
and working?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Was the site of Jerusalem naturally fortified,
or was it exposed to easy attack?

2, Find what you ean about the difficulty of con-
quering it experienced by the Hebrews in the first
place; by the Egyptians; by the Babylonians;
and by the Romans,

3, Find Nehemiah’s characteristics as set forth
in this lesson—leadership, engincering ability,
military skill, tact as a governor and social organ-
izer, and contagious power as a patriot,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.,
1. Praying and Watching, v. 9-12,
To whom did the people pray? (Gorpex Texr.)
Against whom did they watch? (Verse 7.)
What did Judah say in discouragement{
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What did the enemies say ?
What report did the Jews bring?
What said the Saviour about praying and watch-

ing? (Matt. 26. 41,)

2. Watching and Working, v. 13-15,

Where did the governor station guards ¢
How were these armed ¢

Whom were the people to remember ¢
What were they told to do?

Who defeated the plots of the enemies ?
What work was then resumed ?

While some worked what did others do ¢
Where were the rulers ?

How were the builders armed ¢

Where was the trumpeter?

3. Working and Organizing, v. 19-21.
What was said about the extent of the work ¢
What command was therefore given !

How long wero men on guard ?
How long are we expected to be on duty ¢ (Rev.

2. 10,

: Teachings of the Lesson,
What are we taught in this lesson—
L. Concerning secking God's help ?
2, Concerning helping oursclves?
3. Concerning helping one another ¢
Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find the meaning of Aabergeon,
Why did not each builder hold a weapon in his
hand as well as each bearer of burdens?
Why did Nehemiah keep the trumpeter next to
him ¢
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who gave Nehemiah permission to go to Jerusa-
lem? King Artaxerxes.

For what purpose did he go? To build the
walls,

What did he ask the people of Jerusalem to do
To help him.

What did they do? They began to build at
once.

Who laughed them to scorni Their enee
mies,

What did Nehemiah toll them? That it was
the Lord’s work.

What made them angry? To see the work
go on,

What did they secretly resolve? To fight
against Jerusalem.

Who heard what they were going to do? Nehe=
miah,

What did he do? He prayed to God.

What else did he dot  He set a watch,

How did the men work? With sword im
hand.

What were they ready to do at any time? Te
fight,

What did Nehemiah tell them? Not to fear.

Who did he say would fight for them? The
Lord.

When will the Lord save us from our enemies #
When we both watch and pray.

Words with Little People,

We have enemies, too—Satan, our own sinful
hearts, the sinful pleasures of the world, What
shall we do when they come to fight against us ¢

Prav. Warcen, Work,

Lesson Motto,
Watch and pray,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement.

Four months after Nehemiah heard of the desolation of Jerusalem Artaxerxes discovered that his
cupbearer had sorrow at heart. Now he would be a strange king who could look upon the ruffled brow
of & cupbearer without suspicion; so Artaxerxes cross-questioned Nehemiah, When he learned the
cause of his favorite’s gloom he commissioned him to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, and gave him
many facilities. When Nehemiah reached Jerusalem he found things even worse than had been said.
Before the walls could stand in their place money must be collected, a working force must be gathered,
and o fighting force organized.  But, as we have seen already, the people were poor and had long lost
ull patriotic pride and hope, and, in consequence, there was not much love of country left. The nobles
and priests on whose patriotism he longed to leun were, many of them, already identified in interest
with the foreigners who wanted no wall there, It was a herculean task to build a wall big enough te
fence o1\ enemies out ; but how disheartening when the builder knew that it would surely fence worse
enemies #n/ But great is the infectious power of a resolute mun.

4 O well fot him whose will is strong ;

Ie suffers ; but he cannot suffer long ;

He suffers ; but he will not suffer wrong."
Nehemiah did his duty, item by item, and God gave him the largest success, This lesson gives us
glimpses of three groups: 1. Heathenish outsiders with murderous hatred in their hearts waiting am
opportunity to pounce on the builders; 2. traitorous citizens, whose apathy and covertly hostile words
were worse than foreigners’ swords; 8. between these two a little group of men with swords and trowels
and prayers, setting their watch day and night, and resolutely working till the wall was reared and the
permanence of their nation secured,
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Verse 9. Nevertheless. In spite of the dif-
ficulties recounted in the context. We made
our prayer. Nchemiah constantly betook him-
self to ‘‘the Christiun’s mightiest weapon,
prayer!? (1) ** Satan trembles when he sees the
weakest saint upon his knees.” Our Gods The
Jews were apt to look upon Jehovah as their
God exclusively j but there was a fuller personal
appropriation by Nehemiah, who knew that God
had committed a special work to him, and would
sustain him in it. (2) While God is the God of
all men, he is in a peculiar sense the God of his own
people—the invisible Church of Christ.  Set a
watche (3) Zrust in God must not supersede
¢ffort. The Christian nceds to watch as well as
pray. Against them. Dr. Rawlinson trans-
lates this “opposite them,” and believes that it
refers to an anticipated attack, which was spe-
cially guarded against.

10. Judah said. That is, the returned cap-
tives, most of whom were of the tribe of Judal.
The rest of the verse expresses inone sentence the
despair of the little nation into which Nehemiah
was striving to infuse hope. Their statements
were doubtless correctj the bearers of burden
were exhausted, and before the walls could be
rightly begun the accumulated debris of one hun-
dred and thirty-five years of ruin must be cleared
away. But their conclusion was wrongj they
were able to build the wall, and they did.

11. Our adversaries saids Nchemiali con-
denses into one sentence the hostile utterance of
the Jews' opponents, just as in the preceding
verse he condensed the despairing wail of the
Jews,

12. The Jews which dwelt by them.
Frontiersmen who dwelt in villages near the enc-
mies of the nation oversaw their plans, and felg
the full force of their influence.  (4) Those who are
surrounded by sinners are in danger of infection by
their cxample. (5) To kecp the heart firm we should
dwell in Zion, the citadel of strength. Ten times,
Repeatedly 5 ory, as we would say, * dozens of
times.” From all places, cte. It is hetter to
attach the words * from all places” to the preced-
ing sentence, thus, “ Again and again they came
to us from all directions, and said, Ye must return
unto us.” Nehemiah had sccured from these bor-
der villages many mechanies and laborers for his
work., Their kinsmen now besought these men to
leave the imperiled city, (6) Jt ds harder to resist
the persuasions of discourage d and persistent friends
than the attacks of enemies,

13. The higher places. A mistaken ren-
dering. It should be ** the exposed places.” The
passage should read, * Therefore set 1in the low-
est parts at the place behind the wall, in the ex-
posed portion;” that is, where the walls, being
unfinished, were open to attack, Nehemish
stationed armed defenders. (7) Workers must expect
sometimes to be warriors, After their families,
Arrayed, as were the builders, in groups of families,
8o that cach builder was inspired by secing his
friends uround him, (8) Zhere is great encourage-
ment in the path of duty and of trial in the comfort-
ing presence of those whom we love,

14. I looked. () A leader of God's workmen
must not only direct, but also inspect, giving his or-
dersy and then observing that they arve fulfilled, Be
not afraid. (10) No man has real occasion for
var so long as he is in the path of duty. Rew

member the Lord. (11) Suck a moral power

goes with the consciousness ¢f God's presence that one
man with God is mightier than many against kim.

15. God had brought. (12) 7%e best human
precautions are of no avail unless God be on our side,
(18) Let us never fail to see God's hand in every
success, We returned. Showing that on the
expectution of attack there had been a temporary
cessation of the work in rebuilding,

16. My servants. This refers to Nehemiah's
immediate followers, a sort of body guard, part ot
whom e ed in the work, while the rest acted
as sentries, Habergeons, An old expression
for ¢ coats of mail,”

17. With one of his hands wrought . . .
with the other . . + held a weapon, Not
to be understood literally, but as expressing the
condition of readiness, with weapons within
reach,

18, Sword girded. Which might be, with-
out greatly interfering with the work, Ile that
sounded the trumpet. Ready to give the
alarm at & moment’s notice,

19, 20, 21. We are separated. In Nche
miah’s time Jerusalem had few inhabitants,  The
walls were out of proportion to the population,
and this fact made it peculiarly open to attack.
But his vigorous government soon filled t with
people.  The sound of the trumpet, Ilow
much depended on the trumpeter!  In the last an-
alysis every vietory hangs on the faithfulness of
some humble bugler or picket; and as it is in the
world of war, so it is in the Church of God,
From the rising of the morning, cte. Every
sunlit hour was occupied by this pressing work,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 9. Prayer . . . watch. Notuble
fllustration of * watching unto prayer.” Be-
cause of them. The context, especially verses

7 and 8 preceding, shows that now Sanbullat was
not the only enemy, but that he had associated '

with himself a number of the neighboring tribes,
such as the Arabians, Ammonites, and people of
Ashdod from the Philistine plain. This conspir-
acy was the more dangerous to the Jews, inasmuch
as the union of so many of their neighbors against
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them might be construed into a proof to the King
of Persia that the Jews were indeed a troublesome
and factious people. But the opposition of San-
ballat alone would have been more readily at-
tributed to some personal antipathy,

10. Strength . , , decayed. Literally,
“weak has become the strength of the burden
bearer.” The greatness of the work and inces-
sant toil had worn apon them, and they naturally
Yielded to discouragement and a sense of inabil-
ity to complete what they had taken in hand,

12. Jews which dwelt by them. That
is, dwelt near by the adversaries. The reference
is to those Jews who had taken up their residence
in the vicinity of the tribes mentioned in verse s
Probably not a few of those whose ancestral
homes had been near Samaria, or in the plain of
Jericho, or at Tekoa, had settled their familics
near the old homesteads. Such were probably
‘“the men of Gibeon,” “the Tekoites,” and * the
men of Jericho,” mentioned in chap. 8. 2, 5,7,
Said ten times. Idiomatic phrase cquivalent in
meaning to a great many times, or *time and
again.” The fact thus stated showed their ine
tense anxicty, ' must return unto us,
Thix rendering of the Revised Version is a de-
cided improvement on that of the common ver-
sion, and probably conveys the true meaning,
The Jews who were dwelling in the neighbor-
hood of the enemies who were plotting to slay
the workmen at Jerusalem urged their friends
and Kkinsmen to return and proteet their homes
and families. They would have them leave the
imperiled city and escape the murderous assault
of those who proposed to steal upon them un-
awares while they were at their work. The lle-
Lrew text of the latter part of this twelfth verse
(verse 6, in Ilchrew text) is, however, probably cor-
rupt.  Some word or words appear to have fullen
out by the carelessness of an ancient copyist, and
it is hardly possible now to supply them even by
conjecture,

13, Set in the lower places. Better as
Revised Version, ¢ lowest parts of the space,” e
stationed men at those lowest and most exposed
places where attack might be most expected, The
stationing them behind the wall implies that
he womld utilize the wall itself as a breastwork or
fortification. Higher places. Rather, “ open,”
or *exposed places.,” The word means a dry and
sunny place, one exposed to the heat of the sun $
and, metaphorically, to any bare, open, or exposed
places,  The “and » supplied in the common
version is misleading by serving to place the
lower and higher places in contrast ; whereas the
phrase, “in the exposed places,” is coordinate
with behind the wall, and serves to designate
still further and more particularly the exact po-
sition of the guard.  After their families. So
that each guard had the support of his own

family, whose immediate presence would tend to
intensify the zeal and care of his vigilance,
Such an arrangement added to the foree of the
appeal in the next verse, for when one fights for
* brothers and sons and daughters and wives and
houses,” his strength is like to be at its utmost,

15. Returned . . . unto work, This im-
plies that for a time, until the enemy saw that he
was baffled, all work was suspended.

16. My servants. Comparison with verse 23
shows that Nehemiah's servants, or “young
men,” were his personal retinue, who served
under his immediate command as a body guard.
Half « . . and half. So pressing was the
work thut the governor detached half of his
personal retinue of attendants to hasten it to a
conclusion, and the other half to hold the weapons
in readiness in case of a sudden attack, Other
luborers, us verse 17 shows, both labored and
carried their weapons, Habergeons, A word
of French origin, for which the Revised Version
has substituted the better term “ coats of mail.”
The Hebrew word is so rendered in the common
version in 1 Sam. 17, 5, in the description of
Goliath’s armor. The ancient coat of mail was a
defensive covering for the upper part of the body,
extending from the neck to the loins, Rulers
were behind. Where they could the more
cusily dircet the work and at the same time stund
on guard.  All the house of Judah. The
returned exiles were so largely of the tribe of Ju-
dah that they are thus naturally called here * the
whole house of Judah.” For the same reason the
cntire body of Israclitish people have from that
time until now been commonly called Jews, that
is, Judahites,

17. They that builded . . , and they that
bare burdens, These constituted the main body
of common workmen, and should be understood as
distinet from the servants of Nehemiah mentioned
in the previous verse. They wrought in the
work, and at the sume time carried their own
weapons. There is another way of reading the
first part of this verse so as to make the statement
refer only to them that bare burdens. It is
seen in the margin of the Revised Version, The
words they that builded the wail are con-
nected with the preeeding sentence, in apposition
with all the house of Judah, This construc-
tion relieves the apparent confusion between
verses 16 and 17 by making only the bearers of
burdens hold weapons in one hand while they
worked with the other. With those that
laded. The Revised Version has “laded theme
sclves,”  There is no connecting particle in the
Hebrew, but the word rendered laded is a parti-
ciple agrecing with they that bare burdens,
and therefore does not denote another class of lae
borers.  The thought expressed is, that the bearers
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of burdens were each loaded with a Lurden in one
hand and a weapon 1n the other.

18. Builders . . . sword girded by his
side. Unlike the bearers of burdens, who could
work with one hand and carry & weapon in the
other, tho builders needed both hands i their
work, and so carried swords which hung girded by
their sides, He that sounded ... by me.
‘The next following verses explain the reason and
necessity of this. The commander of all the work-
men and all the forces must needs have at hand
the means of summoning them together at shortest
notice.

21. Half held the spears. llere the refer-
ence is to Nehemiah's workmen, as explained in
verse 16, not to all who wrought upon the walls.

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. Was the attitude of the Jews after
their restoration to lulestine toward the Samaritans
vight?  Was it not narrow and illiberal ?

The Samaritans, the inhabitants of Samaria, were
a mixed race of people, the result of the inter-
marriage of the ten tribes with the Gentile nations,
A nation like this could not be otherwise than
odious to the Jews, They did not harmonize in
faith with the returning captives, having adopted
in part the worship of the heathen. The Jews did
not affiliate with them, but treated them as aliens
and strangers, and they were therefore not permit-
ted to participate in the rebuilding of the temple
(Ezra 4). The Jews became bitter and oppressive
toward the Sanaritans. % N

Question 2.  Would it not have been far better
Jor the Jews to welcome the Samaritans and permit
them to worship with them than to make them their
enemies?

No. Their purpose probably was treachery.
Their cnmity was not caused, but revealed, by this
refusal. There was almost nothing in common in
their worship (2 Kings 17. 83). So far as we know,
they might worship with them, but not become
partners in authority and work, The Jews, alone
commanded to build, by accepting such partner-
ship, would have offended their Persian king (Ezra
4.8). The bane of the Jews had always been
these forbidden and unholy alliances. The devout
few, as with Gideon (Judges 7. 4), are always
mighticr than the unreliable many. Numbers
count for little with God; loyalty and piety are
everything.

Question 3. What spirit ehown by Nehemial
n this lesson is an example for us as workers in the
Church of Christ?

1. Confidence in God. Iis enemies were laugh-
ing at his work and conspiring to hinder it. But
with unshaken confidence in God he continued to
pray and work, and encouraged the builders to be
not afraid, but  remember the Lord.” 2. Un-

daunted courage. Opposition was great; com-
spiracy wasstrong. The hour called for stead fast-
ness and courage. Nehemish was not lacking in
this spirit. 3. Concentrated earnestness. Ile
came from Persia to restore the walls of Jerusalem
and take away the reproach of his brethren; and
nothing deterred him from his purpose. ~

Question 4, What are the circumstances ond
conditions which authorize the servants of God to
take up arms and fight ?

We know of no passage in the Bible forbidding
Christians to tuke up arms in self-defense either of
person or property. The spirit of hate, revenge,
and retaliation is utterly incongruous with the
spirit of the Gospel; but in defense of truth and
righteousness God's servants may be justified and
even required to take up arms and fight. The doc-
trine of * nonresistance’ finds no support in the
teachings of Christ when fairly interpreted.
Christians are members of civil government, which
is ordained of God, and are under obligations as
God’s ministers to take up the sword and execate
wrath against evil-doers.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Requirements for God’s Workmen.
I. PRAYER.
We made our prayer. v. 9.
¢ Call upon me."” Psalm 50. 15,
 In everything by prayer.”” Phil. 4, 8.
11. WATCHFULNESS.
Set a watch against them. v. 9.
“RBe vigilant.” 1 Peter 5. 8.
“Watch ye.” 1 Cor. 16. 13,
111. CouRrAGE.
De not ye afraid. v. 14.
“ 1 will not fear.”” Heb. 13, 6.
¢ Stand therefore.”” Eph. 6. 14
IV, Fairn,
Remember the Lord. v. 14.
“The name of the Lord.” Psalm 20, 7.
 The shield of faith.” Eph. 6. 16.
V. Lasor.
Everyone unto his work, v. 15.
“To every man his work.” Mark 13, 34,
“ Work out....salvation.” Phil, 2. 12,

Thoughts for Young People.

¢ Sure I Must Fight if I Would Reign.””

1. Whenever a good work is to be done adver-
sarics are to be expected,

2. Praying should not prevent watching, nor
watching working, for duties never are in con=
flict.

3. Every plan against God is sure to come to
naught if only God's people are faithful,
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4. The Christian must be prepared for cither
work or war, for life or death, at all times,

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Such activity all along the ruined walls of Jerusa-
lem—men at the valley gate and water gate and the
east gate and the fish gute and every other gate,
all working away like beavers that are building
up a dam. Between gate and gate, tower and
tower, other human beavers are as active. Priest
and Levite, ruler and ruled, goldsmith and mer-
chant, the men of trades and traffic, are all at
work. Such a busy day! But who are those
without that are growling and scowling and men-
acing and conspiring to come up around and stop
this high and holy work ? Sanballat and Tobiah
and the Arabians and the Ammonites and the
Ashdodites!  What a horde! What can be
done? Any time they may burst upon the
builders.

The work falters.

People stop building.

The hammer strokes are hushed.

The wall is forsaken. How lonely it is!

O what an anxious hour!

What will be done ?

|
They can at least appoint watchmen, and soon

the somber sentinels stalk up and down the wall,
through the weary day, hour after hour. At night
they are on the wall, looking off, listening, ready
to repel assault. Back in the Hebrew homes, hid-
den by the wall, men, women, and children are
praying. Judah is disheartened. Judah moans
that it cannot rebuild the wall. The enemy is
bold, impudent, threatening. O how stealthy do
they claim will be their assault! So softly will
they come! So slyly will they attack! Iow
swiftly will they scatter the workmen and stop the
work ! And here come friendly Jews from with-
out! What long faces, what sighs and groans,
what despair ! Time and time again they moan
and prophesy failure,

Poor Nehemish! Do you not wish yourself
back in Shushan pouring out wine for the great
king?

Back? Never! Forward, ever!

Stout hearted Nehemiah !

* Wateh, pray "—he seems to ery—** now work,
with your weapons ! "

And here they come, men with swords, men
with spears, men with bows, What a firm front !
What a determined tramp!  Inthelower positions
behind the wall, and in the higher, frowns at all
enemies this line of defenders,

To nobles, to rulers, to all the people, the daunt-
less Nehemiah issues his orders not to be afraid, to
remember God and fight for their homes and their
brethren, .

Watch and pray and work with your weapons,

did he seem to cry. Now they are to work with
their tuols, And here they come! How eagerly
the people scramble up the walls again! From
gate to gate again go up the cheery sounds of re-
building.

But look !

Were such workmen ever seen before #

With resolute hands men hammer the stone and
build the wall, but at the workman’s side hangs a
sword! Behind is a row of Nehemial''s servants
grim with spears and shiclds and bows and coats
of mail. And there is Nehemiah, a trumpeter by
his side.  What if the trumpeter should give one
ringing peal ?

How they would rally from gate and tower and
wall and gather about Nehemiah! And how
Jehovah would fight for his own !

So the work goes on. The sun looks over
Olivet, and it sces the wall builders springing to
their work. The sun sets, and the tired wall
builders scatter to their homes,

The silver stars look down ; they see the watch-
men on the walls looking off into the silent night,
keeping steadfast watch over dear Jerusalem,

By Way of Illustration.

Rebuilding the Wall. What a man does for
others, not what they do for him, gives him im-
mortality

Verse 9. DPrayer and watching. Prayer is not
enough. Like our futhers when they conquered
the English at Bannockburn, or the English when
they conquered the French at Cressy, we are to
rise from our knees, to stund up and fight, to quit
us like men. We are to put on the whole armor of
God; and, since we know neither when nor where
the adversary may assault us, we are never to put it
off. Cromwell had this precaution against the
assassin’s dagger,  1lis dress concealed a shirt of
mail ; in the council chamber, at the banquet, in
court us in camp, he wore it always. Let the good
man go to his workshop, counting room, market,
the place of business and enjoyment, as the peas-
ant of the East to his plow, where fiery Bedouins
scour the land, and bullets whistling from the
bush may suddenly eall him to drop the oxgoad
and fly to arms.— 7 uthrie,

*dnd Judah said”’ * and our adversaries said.”
* Fightings without and fears within,” We ex-
pect enmity from adversaries, but it is hard to
have discouraging words from Judah, your own
camyp,

Tt is a characteristic of the English soldier that
he never knows when he is beaten. That is, when
by all the rules of war he ought to consider himself
beaten, he just stands up and stubbornly takes his
punishment and turns defeat into victory. In the
famous battle of Waterloo, Napoleon was victorious
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in the early part of the day, and but for the stub-
bornness of the Duke of Wellington and the red
coats, would have been victor at its close ; but the |
British held on like bull-dogs. When, at length, in
the crisis of the fight, the Iron Duke cried out, *“ Up,
guards, and at them,” they made that famous
charge that won the day. On many a hard-fought
field, the thin red line of infantry has rallied into a
solid square, and hurled back the charge of cavalry
sweeping across the plain,

Verse 14, Iluppy is the man who has that in
his soul which acts upon the dejected as April airs
upon violet roots,  Gifts from the hand are silver
and gold, but the heart gives that which necither
silver nor gold can buy,— Beecher.

As it is suid that ferocious animals are disarmed
by the eye of man, and will dare no violence, if he
but steadily look at them, so it is when right
looks upon wrong. Offer a bold front and the en-
emy is disarmed,

Verse 16, Diversity of service in union of work

is valuable. Christian unity is like the rainbow
that combines the seven prismatie colors into one
glorious arch of promise spanning the heavens.—
Weir.

“1In the leper settlement, where are so many who
are maimed, the man who can walk carries one
who has hands, and he plants the seed, It used to
be a rule in Israel that those that went into the
battle and those who stayed by the stuff should
share alike. *Go, or help send,’ is the mission-
ary call to service. * Your money or your life,)"
says Missionary Wilder,

“ Qur God shall fight for us.”  Luther was one
day catechising some country people in a village
in Saxony, when one repeated, ** I bhelieve in God

the Father Almighty.” Luther asked the mean- |

ing of almighty. *I do notknow,"” said the other.
“Nor do 1,”" rephied Luther, “nor do all the
learned men in the world. However, you may
safely believe God is your Father, and that he is
able and willing to save and protect us all.
Almighty God is the lovely Father of all man-
kind.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Relate concerning Nehemiah's journey (chap. 1) §
his exhortation; his fellow-workers (3. 5, 8, 10,
20, 30)..../ Ascertain how many varied kinds
of “opposition’’ are mentioned, their varied char-
acter and motives....What difficulties at home

stood in his way ?.... What were the characteris-
tics of his work 2 It was (1) Prayerful ; (2) Watch-
ful3(3) .... 2 (4) .... ?.... What elements of char-

acter does Nehemiah show in thislesson?....What
lesson may we learn : (1) For church work ? (2) For
times of discouragement ?....Draw in the class a

rough map, showing Jerusalem, and locating the
various foes around it....Give three word-pic-

| ing, and p
| makes the applic

tures: (1) The conspirators looking at the rising
walls; (2) The workers at prayer; (3) The guard
around the walls, with Nehemiah and his trump-
cter on the watchtower,

References.

Freeman. Ver, 16: lHabergeons
TER's CycLorEDIA, Prose, 12165, 12
11930, 12189-12191, 5928, bv2Y,
3340, 1886,

Blackboard.

AND KEEP ON CLIMBING.

The lesson story is sc vivid that it will interest
both young and old. Working, watching, defend-
y vi 11 set forth, The blackboard
ation for everyday life. The
way to achieve sucecess is, first of all, to *“trust in
God,” and then “keep on climbing” until you
reach thetop. Never be discouraged, for God, be-
ing with us, who can be against us?

Primary and Intermediate.

Lesson Tuovenr. Luilding for God.

Review. Who was Nchemiah?  Where did he
live? Where did he want to go? Tow far was
it to Jerusalem? What did he want to build?
Wiy ? To whom did he go for help

Introductory. One day when Nehemiah carried
the cup of wine to Lis king the king asked him
why helooked sad, Then Nehemiah told him all
his sorrow, and asked the king to let him go to Je-
rusalem and build the broken walls, The king
said he might go, and gave him letters to help
him on his way. Do you remember that Nehe-
miah asked the Lord to give him favor in the
king's sight? Now he knew that the Lord wanted
him to do this work, for the king gave hin all he
asked. 8o he set out on the long journcy of eleven
hundred miles, and soon after he reached Jerusa-
lem he began the work of building the walls.

To be taught: 1. That Satan tries to hinder
good work, 2. That workers for God must watch

ot
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and pray. 3. That workers for God must be
ready to fight for him. 4, That God wants all his
children to build for him,

1. Mary Grace was a little Christian. She
wanted to work for Jesus,  One day she went into
an alleyway where some children lived who did
not go to Sunday school,
to her Sunday school,

She asked them to come
A rude girl laughed at her
and spoke harshly, Then some rough boys came
up, and they said such unkind things that poor
Mary went away weeping. She was trying to do
good work, but Satan put it into the hearts of
bad girls and boys to hinder the work.

It was just so with Nehemiah. First, the ene-
ties of the Jews began to laugh at him for trying
to build the walls, Then they spoke rudely
to him, and at last they were very angry, and
made a plan to go and fight against Jerusalem and
so stop the work,

2. [Make again the little rising cloud of incense,]
What did Nchemiah do? Yes, he prayed.  But
that was not all.  What does the Gopex Texr
say ' He told some of Lis men to stand upon the
high walis, Others were placed behind the walls,
Al were watehing for the enemy,

Jesus has told us to watch, too, [Print “ Watch |

and Pray " on the board.] Al who love Jesus,
both big folks and little folks, are building for him.
And Satan is trying to stop the work ! He
right into the church and Sunday school to sce if
he cannot hinder us in building good, true, charac-
ters. It is an evil spirit that whispers to you not
to mind what teacher is saying, but to look around
and play and have a good time ! Tt is a bad spirit
that makes you forget how holy a place is God’s
house! Yes, we must all watch every day, and
everywhere, or Satan will hinder our building for
God. [Sing the little builder's song here.)

« GOD
A \SHALL
~m FIGWT

FOR .
T e

3. [Make a sword and a
trumpet  on  the board.)
What is this in my hand?
Yes, it is a flag. A good
soldier will follow his flag
anywhere,  Nehemiah was
the captain or leader of the
brave men who were watch-
ing and praying; yes, and who were ready to
fight, too, I think if Nehemiah carried a flag it
must have had these words on it, * Be not afraid.
Remember the Lord.” This is what he said to his
workers. Ile gave them swords and spears and
bows, and a man with a trumpet stayed close by
Nehemiah. This was so that as soon as the en-
emy came in sight Nehemiah could call all the
soldiers together,

Who is our great Captain? Jesus knows just
how Satan is trying to stop us in building for
him. He has told us to watch and to pray and to
fight. He will give us weapons and armor, He

comes |

tells us what they are and where to find them in
this book. [Excite the children’s curiosity, and
read from Eph. 6, 13-17.]

We need not be 1 if we are working for the
Lord, for he will stay close by to help us,

4. What can we build for God?
singing,

We have been

** Little builders all are we,

Building for eternity,”
I saw some boys one day building. They were
playing marbles. One Loy cheated, and they all
becume angry and spoke bad words, Were they
building in the right way ¢

This morning some children were in their home
studying their Sunday school lesson, They spoke
kindly to each other, and tricd to learn the lesson
as well as they could, and to help one another to
doit. They were building too,

Every day, yes, every hour, we are building for
God or for Satan,

O, how carcful we should be to build on a good,
strong foundation for God! Every self-denial,
cevery giving up our way, every kind, unsclfish
deed, every loving thought and word, is helping
this building for God to rise higher and higher!
When Satan sees that he cannot make us build
for him he will be angry, but we need not be
afraid, for God will help us,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Give me some work to do.
Sound the battle ery,
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Arise, go forth to conquer.
To the work ! to the work !

No. 2.
Sweet is the work, O Lord,
Go tell it to Jesus,
O, the thought that Jesus loves me.
Hark ! the voice of Jesus calling,
I want to be a worker,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]

1. What did the adversaries of the Jews intend
todo? To surprise and ruin them,

2+ What did Nehemiah exhort them to remem-
ber? The Lord.

3. What did one half of the Jews do? Worked
on the walls of the temple.

4. What did the other half do? Stood as
soldiers to defend them.

5. Whose orders did they all obey ¢
ders of Nehemiah.

6. What is the GoLpexy Texr? ¢ We made
our prayer unto God,*’ cte,

The or=
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CATECHISYWQUESTION, | John viii. 46, 47. If I say truth, why do ye not
10. What does our Lord say of those who reject | believe Me? He that is of God heareth the words
Him? of God ; for this cause ye hear them not, because
m}!{e ucllc:-,lt?lrca thm.l d"ll)ye ongiht ’}o beliel:'o in Him; | ye are not of God.

at they would believein Him if t humbly
and patiently listened to His words. Dy RERY [John iii. 19; xviii. 375 1 John iv. 6.)

" —

About B. C. 445.| LESSON IX. READING THE LAW.

GOLDEN TEXT. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wo
out of thy law. Psalm 119,18,

Authorized Version. Revised Version.

Neh. 8. 1=12.  [Commit to memory verses 5, 6.} | 1

[Febs 26
ndrous things

And all the people gathered themselves to-
gether as one man into the broad place that was

1 And all the people gathered themselves to-
x}t‘thcr as one man mlw'thc strc{! that u;zn before before the watergate ; and they spake unto Ez'ra
the water gate; and they spoke unto Ez'ra the 2 seribe i o} ’ 0"
seribe to bring the book ot‘thc‘]nw of*Mo'ses, which ”“’.M ribe to bring the book of the law ofM' o
which the Lorp had commanded to Is ra-cl.

the Lorp had commanded to Is'ra-el.
And Ez'ra the priest brought the law before the

2 And Ez'ra tho priest brought the law before congregation, both men and women, and all

the congregation both of men and women, and all greg ) 5 gl
that could hear with understanding, upon the first that could hear with understanding, upon the
day of the seventh month. first day of the scventh month. And he read
3 And he read therein before the street that was therein before the broad place tl.mt, TN bcftgn
the water gate from early morning until mid-

before the water gate from the morning until mid- A
day, before the men and the women, and those that day, in the presence of the men and the women,
could understand ; and the ears of’ l}lc people were and of those that could understand j and the

e

adtentive unto the book of the law. cars of all the people were attentive unto the
4 And Ez'ra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of | 4 book of the law. And Ez'ra the seribe stood
wood, which they made for the purpose and be- upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made
side him stood Mat-ti-thi‘ah, and She'ma, and for the purpose; and beside him stood Mat-ti-

An-a i'ah, and U-ri’jah, and Ilil-ki'ah, and Ma-o- i G ) ¢ .
thi'ah, and She'ma, and An-a-i uh, and U-ri'ab,

se'iah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, bt
Pe-da’iah, and Mish'a-el, and Mal-chi'ah, and Ha'- and Iil-ki'ah, and Ma-a-se'iah, on his right
shum, and Hash-bad'a-na, Zech-a-ri‘ah, and Me- | hand; and on his left hand, Pe-da'iah, and
shul'lam. | Mish'a-¢l, and Mal-chi’jah, and Ha'shum, and

5 And Ez'raopened the book in the sight of all Hash-bad'da-nah, Zech-u-ri'ah, and Me-shul'-
the people ; (for he was above all the people;) and Jam. And Ez'ra opencd the book in the sight
when he opened it, all the people stood up: of all the people ; (forhe was above all the peo-

6 And Ez'ra blessed the Lorn, the great God. ple;) and when he opened it, all the people
stood up: and Ez'ra blessed the Lorp, the

‘Al‘ld all the Ymp]u m:]swenul, Amen, Amen, with | ¢
ifting up their hands: and the bowed their 5 3 / , people cere
heads, and worshiped the Lorp with their faces to great God. ‘\"‘l, all the ﬁ'f""k “““"“}‘
the ground. Amen, Amen, with the lifting up of their
[~ ok . B hands : and they bowed their heads, and wor-
7 Also Jesh'u-a, and Ba'ni, and Sher-c-bi ah, shiped the Loxn with their faces to the ground.,

Ja'min, Ak’kub, Shab-beth’a- Ma-a- >
u:'i'x?llll,'l(el’i-:n:’ Alz[f,._r?':,}:‘" 'jn:vl:_;,l,:(f:m}h-',’,‘u:‘,‘ P8 Also Jesh'u-a, and Ba'ni, and Sher-e-bi'ah,
Pel-a'lah, and the Le'vites, caused the }.eople to l Ja'min, Ak’ kub, Shab-beth'a-i, Ho-di'ah, Ma-
understand the law : and the people steod in their | a-se'inh, Kel'i-ta, Az-a-ri'ah, Joz'a-bad, Ha'nan,

| Pel-a'iah, and the Le'vites, caused the people to

place.
understand the law: and the people stood in

8 So they read in the book in the law of God ‘
distinetly, and gave the sense, and caused them to ‘ 3 their place. And they read in the book, in the

understand the reading. I law of God, distinctly ; and they gave the sense,
9 And Ne-he-mi‘ah, which is the Tir'sha-tha, | 9 so that they understood the reading.  And Ne-

:}r'\d" L!z mht.th‘eh priest ]tho Hpiibe,tlnd“'{\’u Lﬁ'VillUH he-mi'ah, which was the Tir'sha-tha, and Ez'ra
at taught the people, said unto all the people ik ke L'

‘This day s holy unto the Lorp your (iod;pmourl: the priest the s "h.(‘ anil gt Lie viieh th'.“

not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they taught the people, said unto all the people, This

heard the words of the law. day is holy unto the Lorn your God ; mourn

10 Then he said unto them, Go_your way, cat not, nor weep. For all the pl'nplu’?lcpl, whgn
the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions | 10 they heard the words of the law. Thenhe said
unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this unto them, Go your way, et the fut, and drink
day is holy unto_our Lord: neither be ye sorry § the sweet, and send portions unto him for

for the joy of the Lonp is your strength. whom nothing is prepared : for this day is holy
11 8o the Le'vites stilled all the people, saying, unto our Lord: neither be ye grieved; for the
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Hold your peace, for the day is he
ye grieved.

12 And all the people went their way to eat,

to drink, and to send portions, and to mak

great |

mirth, beeause they had understood the words that

were declared unto them, ‘
TIME.—About B. C. 445 ; in the month of Oc- !
tober,  PLACE.—Jerusalem,.  RUT
1 . DOCTRINAL

=The authority ot Holy Seripture,

Sun

HOME READINGS,
1. Reading the law. Neh. 8, 1-12
Tu, Obeying the law,  Neh, 8, 13-18
W, The law given,  Exod, 20, 1-17,
7%, The law contirmed.  Matt, 5, 15-20,
. Exeellence of God's
S. In the heart.
Se  Delight in God

Psali 19, 7-14.
13-21

Psalm 119, 1-1¢

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 205, New Canadian Hymnal,

Father of mercies, in thy word,

No. 204, New Canadian Hymnal.

How precious is the hook divine.

No, 289, New Canadian Hymna!,

Sing them over again to me,

DOMINION HYMNAL,

Hymns. Nos, 218, 225, 251

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDEN'TS,
1. Reading the Word, v. 1-6.
Where did the people assemble ¢
Upon whom did they eall ¢
What did they desi
Who came together to hear the reading ¢

ire of him ?

How long did the rewding continue ¢

How did the people listen ¢

Where did Ezra stand ¢

How many people were with him on the Plat-

form ¢

Why could not the people have read the law fin
themselves ¢
2. Teaching the Word, v. 7, s,

How did the people show their reverence for the
law ¢

What was done before the reading began ?
Who assisted in explaining the law 2 (Verse 0.)
In what manner was the reading done ?
3+ Receiving the Word, v, 0-12,
What important personage was present with
Ezra?
What advice was given to the people?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

1y 3 neither be [ 11 joy ofthe Lorp is your st

i 12 grieved

God to the

QUESNTIONS

Before whom
Upon what «
How long

Who were the teachers in this Bible
What elause
good teachers ¢
What three things are st
(Verse s,
Under what Kb ¢ of Judah had the 1
taught the law ¢
Whose duty was it to give such teaching? (T
10, 8-11,)
3. Receiving the Word, v. 9-12,
i What command waus given to the people ?
By whom was it given ?

97

8o the Le'-
vites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your
peace, for the day is holy; neither be e

And all the people went their way to
and to drink, and send portions, and to
make great mirth, beéeause they had unde
the words that were d

cat

rstood

lured unto them,

How had the reading aflveted the people ?

What tokens of gladness were they to give?

What was the reason of their joy ¢
What obedience was rendered by the people?

Practical Teachi

Where in this lesson are we taught—

Reverenee for the word of God?

ading of the word ?
o rejoice in the understandiy gof God’s law 2
Hints for Home

W omany ts of anc

udy,

cities are numed
Old Testament ¢

wl carefully the de seription of hiow the luw

ly mentioned in th

hen Moses delivered it from
cestors of these ople,

o Indieate pussages in the law sueh
likely t

08 Wer
v make the people weep on this occasion

wiidea of u proper thankseiv-

"OR INTERMEDIAY
SCHOLARS,

1. Reading the Word, v, 1-5,
Where did the people assemble ?
For what did they ask Ezi
Why did they ask this of |

! (Nee Ezra 7,10.)
the Taw brought

¥ and month ¢

15 the law read ¢

How did the people receive the word ?

Who were with Ezra as he lpers

How did the
word ¢

people show their reverence for the

To whom did Ezra offer thanks ?
How did the people re spond ¢
What is the duty of all who have curs? (R

(Rev,

2. Teaching the Word, v. 7, 5,

Ty
school ¢
in verse 7 shows that they were

ated of their teaching 2
wople been
2 Chron, 17, 7-9.)

AV,
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| What did the people do at this meeting ¢

2 and praise the Lord.

Why was this command necessary ¢ Pray

How were the people to show their

What was a source of strength to them ! | Who read the book of the law to them ! Kzra.
What did the Levites say to the people ¢ [ Whose law was this ¢ The law of the Lord.
How did the peopletreat it Rev tly.

Why did the people obey. promptly ¢
Who is a wise hearer of the word ¢ [ How should we listen to the reading of God's
U word? With great reverence,

Who explained the law to the people? Ezra
and the Levites,

What did the people do when they heard the
j law ¢ They wept,
What did they remember?  Their sin.
Who comforted them ¢ Ezra and Nehemiah,
Home Work for Young Bereans. What did they tell them to dot To be glad
and make others glad.

What did Nehemiah say was their strength¢
«¢The joy of the Lord.

What did the people then begin to do? To

k| hings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson have we a good example—
1. For Sunday school scholurs ¢
For Sunday school teachers ¢

9

3. For all of God's people ¢

What great. man rearranged the Old Testament
Scriptures ¢

How were the Seripturcs written in those duys ¢
W hat sort of type ? what sort of paper ¢ any pecul-

jurities that you can think of. rejoices
What was the difference between the priests and May we rejoice in the Lord 2 Yes, if we obey
him.

the Levites !
Words with Little People,

TIONS FOR YOUNGER The keeping of Gad's Taw means SArETY, Cou-

SCHOLARS. ) ping of God's law uins SAFEIY, 0K

vour, Lient, Joy. When we are full of joy our-

What was now finished ¢ The wall around = sclves we want to give joy to others, Let us learn

Jerusalem. this text and make it our own: * 0, how I love

How long had the Jews been building it? | thy law!™
Fifty=two days.

What was held in Jerusalem? A

inge |

Q

Lesson Teaching.

at meets
The joy of the Lord.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement.
In the fuce of difficulties upparently insurmountable Nehemiuh ueeomy lished his purpose. In fifty-
be wall was finished. The ruler then called together the people
They eame not only from within the city, but from the villuges
, @ vast

two days after the first stone wus laid t
to listen to the reading of God's law.

peur and fur. They wet in the open square, ut the southern entrance to the temple inclosure
compuny of men, women,and children. A plattorm had been ereeted, upon which stood the chief men
of the lund, the pricsts, und the appointed interpreters, In the midst stood Ezra, the priestly seribe,
who had come from the East several years betore Nchemiub. he opened the parchment roll, the
entire assembly first stood, then prostrated themselves upon the ground, in token of reverence for the
aered word. Then began the reuding. The priest read u brict portion in- the anciont Hebrew tongue,
and then paused, while the Levites on cach side gave the explanation, which was probably partly a
translution into a more modern torm, partly a paraphrase, and partly an application.  For six hours the
service was continued, for the people were cager to know the contents of their sacred books, and the
a revelution.  Tts first effect was to awaken the conscience, und loud eries arose as the
1 how unfaithful they and their fathers hud been to the ancient covenant, But the Le-
a day of rejoicing, and not of gricf, when God’s
sy of Juduh, an cra of Bible

me
listeners realiz
vites quicted their sorrow by telling them that this
word was revealed to them. On that day began anew era in the histe
study and of renewed loyalty to the faith of the fathers,

ge came

Verse 1. All the people. People from all Ju- | as Ophel, just south of the temple precinets. Bee
dea, who celebrated the Jewish New Year and the | fore the water gates A gate near the present
completion of the wall together.  As one man. | cntrance to el-Aksa. 'They spake. That is, by
There is an impressiveness and moral power in a their rulers, who had called the meeting. Ezra.
multitude assembled for religious service, (1) We The greatest character in the later history of the
should seek to bring all the people to God’s house, | Jewish people, called *“the second founder of Is-
Into the street. Better, * the broad place.” Tt | racl.” He was a priest and a student of the law,
was probably an open park on the declivity known who had come to Jerusalem by royal appointment
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thirteen years before Ne hemiah, and w rought g
reforms among the people,

Jews

He is believed by the
to have (1) instituted “the great syna-
" at Jerusalem; (2) edited, arranged, wnd
settled the canon of the 014 Testament ;

gogue’
(3) in-
troduced the use of the Chaldee characters in place
of the obsolete Hebrew: (4) w ritten, partly
ancient documents, the Books of Chronieles
Ezra; (5) established synagogues for worship
the reading of the law. The scribe., d
seribes arose from the captivity, when the prophets
began to fail, and the people turned toward the
written law, They were of various rank—the
highest being interpreters and teachers of the
Scriptures, the lowest mere copyists and writers,
The book of the law., I'ro bly the entire
(2) We should be 1iko these
ancient Jews, cager to read and wnderstand God's
word,

2. Brought the law. s ., invaluable
tressure.  Before the invention of printing—es-
pecially in learning was  low—the
value of munuseripts arose to figures beyond easy
belief, (3) Are we !//"l’v'/"l;’tll'r‘/.rl/l'/;r)‘,vlf'v.h:/ a Dible
in every house? Al that could hear with
understanding. Including children of an age
to listen intelligently, (4) Lot us bring the chil-
Iren with us to worship God. he first day of
the seventh month, T was “the feust of
trumpets (Lo 3 Num, 29, 1-6) 3 the New
Year cclebration for this month, the seve nth of the

rom
and

Bible, so far as written,

ages when

ceelesiustical year, was the first of the civil year,
It corresponded ne, rly with our Oc¢ 5) It is
well to begin the new year with the ye ading of God's
'/"NAI.

sher,

e read therein o + + from the mo
ing until midday, A glimpse of this saered
book which had been preserved through countless
dangers must have been wonderfully impressive to
these men of Jerusalem, We are to think of it
15 consisting of a number of rolls or volumes, cach
roll having two rollers

and being unrolled from

one and rolled up on the other during the re wling, |
The serviee wus of great length, but the Leen in-
terest of the audience continued throughout, Few
of these men had ever had an opportunity of hear-
g God's word before,

(8) How great may be the

shect in aftor years of the memory of attendance dur-
ing childhood wpon Gods howse ! ¢ people
were attentive. This last word is supplied by
the translators, but it is implied in the original, |
How precious would be the Bible to us were there |
but one authentie copy in the world ! (1) Zet us |
chevish a deep intevest in the word of God., ;
4. Upon a pulpit of wood. A “tower” or |
platform of wood. The reader was probably
20 high that all could see and hear him,
him stood, ctc,

aised |
Beside

Here come thirteen names of

men not another fact of whose lives is now re-
membered, but their influence on that pivotal day

it
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was given to God's service, and this fourth verse
is a *roll of honor.”  The morul influence of this
service wus immeasurable, and these men did
what they could to add to it (8) The leaders of
sociely should sanction the service of rveligfion by
their presence,

5. Opened the book.
All the people stood up. This probably in-
dicates that, like ordinary Orientals, the crowd
had been sitting on the ground, In England or
America if & thousand men had to wait together
in the open air for some expeeted event, they
would stand in great discomtort crowded together,
But in the Orient, where life goes more leisurely,
they sit down, whenever they have to wait, whieh
really, to the traveller, seems to be most of the
time,  They p ubly arose together as a sign of
reverence for the word of G which now
brought out of the seclusion o 8, and then to-

gether sat down, and stuyed seated while Ezra

read.  The ancient Jews wondertully reverenced
| the written word of the Lord, and especially the
name of Jehoval,

Unrolled the seroll

was

6. Ezra blessed the Lord., Gave thanks, per-
haps repeating a psalm of praise.  The people
answered. The whole eongregation testified their
coneurrence with the prayer and praise. (9) Zhe
public worship should not be a spectacle, but a service
in which all should participate, Amen, A Ilc-
brew  word meaning ¢ firm,” or *he it 80,
adopted as the affirmation of prayer. Lifting up
their hands, This was an ancient custom in
worship (Psalm 63, 4; 1 Tim. 2, ),

7. Also Jesh “The names of this
verse are names of Levitical families, not of indi-
vidual Levites."— Rawlinson. Caunsed the peos
ple to understand. The old Hebrew in which
Ezra read was out of date and unintelligible to his
audience, but the Levites had been trained to un-
derstand it, and they turned the § eriptures, alittle
at a time, into the dialect of Palestine, (10) There
is no mobler work on carth than ca using people to un-
derstand God’s word,

8. This verse states just what should be the aim
of every Sunday school teacher, Distinetly,
This refers to the audible, clear tone of the read-

s cte,

ing. Gave the sense. This refers to the ex-
planation,
9. 'shathas  Persian title for “gov-

ernor,” equivalent to * your séverity,” or “ dread
sovercign ” in English, and to the modern Turkish
“ pasha.” This day is holy. Mourn not, nor
weep. Showing that the ancient Sabbath was a
day of gladness. (11) We should make God's day
cheerful and happy. ANl the people wept,
They could not well refrain. The reading of the
law brought before their minds a long vista of sins
and punishments,

10. He said. Nehemiah is probably here re-
ferred to. Eat the fat. The fat pieces of flesh,
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considered the best, Drink the sweet, The
new, sweet wine,  Semd portionss In their
own joy they were to remember the poor, and sup-
ply their wants, (12) ** God's hounty should mal
us bauntiful.”” The joy of the Lord is your
strength. The joy and peace which spring from
reconciliation with God are the signs of spiritual
strength,

11. Hold vour peace.

|

They were not for- | God's wiil?

bidden to regret their sins, but to mar the glad-
ness of the holiday by munifestations of’ sor-
row,

12. Went their way. To their homes, To
make great mirth, Not in drunkenness and
riot, but in glad worship of God. Because they
had understood.  What a causc of joy it should
be to any people when they Kiow clearly what is

CRITICAL NOTES

Verse 1. Gathered as one man, The
close of the seventh and the beginning of this
hith chapter of Nehemiah is nearly identical
with the close of the second and the beginning of
the third chapter of . This is explained by
the fuct thut Neh. 7 contains a copy of the same
list of returned exiles which 1s recorded in Ezra 2,
and which Nehemiali elaims (chap, 7. 5) to have
found and transeribed.  In both books the list is
followed by an account of a great gathering of Ts-
rael at Jerusalem in the seventh month, In the
former time they assembled to renew the altar, ob-
serve the feast of tabernacles, and prepare for re-
building the temple : now they meet to read the

1

|

law and observe the usual eeremonies of the seve |

enth month, long after the temple had been com-

pleted,  Broad place before the water
gate. The exact locality is at present a matter
of conjecture, Comparison with chap, 5, 26, favors

the view that it was within the wall of the city, on
the southeastern scetion, which rises above the
mountain slope known as Ophel,  They spake
unto Ezra. This public reading of the law up-
pears, therefore, to have been given by popular
request. The people knew of the law of Moses,
but it was largely a sealed book to them, It was
ne y not only to have the book read, but also
to the reading accompanied with such ex-
planations as would make it elear to the popular
mind., See verse 8,

2. Ezra the priest, Ilc is called * the seribe”
in the preceding ver:
alogy, given in

;, but according to his gene-

. 1-5, he was a descendant of
the high priest on, and so entitled to all the
honors and pre ives which that ancestry
corded. But his chief distincetion was that he was
*aready seribe in the law of Moses, which the
Lord God of Israel had given.” Ile was not
merely a copyist, transeribing the letter of the
sacred books, but thoroughly versed in the history
and significance of the law. e seems to have
been providentially raised up at that important
period of Israclitish history to preserve the re-
ligious records of his people,

and show their price- |

less value for instruction in the knowledge of |

God. Both men and women. Observe that
there was no exclusion of ** women ™ at that time,
and the later rabbinical teachings, like those of
Rabbi Eleazar: “Let the words of the law be

burned rather than they should be delivered to
women,” have no warrant or apology in the Serip-
tures.  All that could hear with unders
standing. This gives the sense, but the Hebrew
may be more literally rendered, ** All that knew
how to hear.””  Comp, Luke 8. 15, The more
speeial reference in this last clause is probably to

| such children and young people as could listen in-

telligently and profitably.  First day of the
seventh month. A notable month with the
Jews, The first day was the feast of trumpets

s 23, 24), the tenth was the great day of
atone m\ul (Lev. 23, 27), and on the fifteenth the
ernacles began, and continued a week
). This month was known by two
Sthanim and Tisri, and was the first
r, so that the first was New

names,
month of the civil yea

s Day.
1. A pulpit, The word so translated means a

|

e 1. Ilere the context shows it to have been
1 an elevated platform, large enough to hold adozen
| ormore persons,  On his right hand and on

his left, This gave him the appearance of' being
supported by others of similar learning and wis-
dom. The persons numed in this verse were probe
ably priests, and this record of their names is an
evidence that our narrative was written by an eye-
witness or a contemporary,

7. And the Levites, As ull the names in
this verse are apparently nanes of Levites, it
scems best to omit the andy as the error of some
transeriber, or else translate it * cven,”  Caused
the people to understand, The Levites ap-
pear to huve been the enes who instrueted the peo-
ple, but the exact process is not made elear in this
narrative.  Whether they merely repeated  the
words of and the priests; or whether they did
all the instruction, ra merely acting as the
president and chicfofficer of the oceasion, cannot
be positively determined,  Itis obvious that they
all took some part, but what cach min's part was
is not determined by the author of this book,

8. Distinetly, The margin of the Revised
Version gives as an alternate rendering, “ With an
interpretation.”  Those who adopt this rendering
suppose that the readers accompanicd their reading
with a running exposition or paraphrasce: but such
aview scems to make what immediately follows a
superfluous tautology.  We prefer the common

k
2
3
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and distinet manner in which the law was read

It was not a low, indistinet, and hasty style of

reading, but open, clear, and readily understood

by the multitude.  Gave the sense, [ ed
obscure words and guve such exposition as 1

cusion seemed to demand. Caused them to
derstand the reading, This translation of
the common on adds nothing to the st
ment of the previous sentence.  Bette r, therefore,
the Revised Version here, which has, * sothat they
understood the reuding,” and accords with the
Septuaging and the Vulgate, They—that the
e gave strict attention to the reading, and
understood it,
9. Tirsh ‘esian title of the governor
ot adistriet,  Here it is applied to Nehemiah, who
lield such office.  In Ez iy it is applied to Ze-
rubbabel,  Its etymological meaning is doubtful,

ple—gi

but Gesenius explains it as equivalent to *your
severity," or “ dread sovercign,”  This day is
holy . « « mourn not, The profound impres-
sion made upon the people by the reading ot the
law ~et them to weeping,  So far as the law made
known their sins, this was the necessary result,

and, in fact, the highest purpose of the law. But
as the first of the seventh month was ordained as
“a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy con-
vocation,"” during which no servile work should
be done (Lev ¢ Num,
observed as a day of festiv ¥y oand  rejoic
Moreover, we should obserye that o holy da
cording to the Old Testament ideas, is not
of sudness «

Ly it was to

 day
loom.  The Sabbath itself, on which
ail were sernpulously to abstain from wor

y Was
not a day on which to be sorrowful, or a sald
countenance, but rather g day of haly jov. Ifone

would be holy, let him also be of o glad heart, and
full of thanksgiving,

The Lesson Counecil,

Question 1. Wiat purt of the Bible was read
hy Ezra ab this time ?

It is distinetly stated that “they read in the
book of the law " (Neh, 8, 8), By the law in the
Bible is sometimes meant the entire word of God
(Psalm 19, 7-115 Isu. 8, 20); sometimes the Old
Testament (Jolhn 10, 15
the five hooks of Moses,

') 3 and sometimes
The Pentuteuch was
probubly the law, and kings and subjeets were re-
quired to study it (Deut, 6, 7317 18, 19 81, 0-
10, There is strong probability that the book
which was read was not merely the Pentateuch, but
the whole body of sacred w ritings, which Ezra had |
collected into one volume, and which now consti- |
tutes the book of the Ol1d Covenant,
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version, which takes the IHebrew participle ad- Quest
verbially, and understand it to designate the clear

N 2e  Jlow do we account for the awak-
cuing of dnterest wn the Neviplures, on the part of

the Jewsy after the restoration 7

The eity, walls, and temple, long in ruins, were
now restored.  The M
suspended, was

iin imperfectly observed, ~ The
captivity had redeemed the Jews from idolatry,
had humbled them, and made them sincere s¢
ers after the true worship, The coming of E

s i
priest and seribe of great piety and learning, his
zealous efforts at reforms, the receptive condition
of the Jews, and the providential hand of God
abundantly explain the awakening

¢ now mani-
fost,

Question 3. Wiat was the parvt or work of those
who ** caused the people to understand ® in this
aere I.ll' 2

In times of captivity the Israclites negleeted
their religions duties, Negligence brought degen-
crution and ignorance, And now, coming out of
Babylonish captivity, when * Ezra opened the
hook "'—** the book of the law P—it was necessg 'y
that they be “made to understand ™ its meaning
und purpose,  Henee it was the work of those who
did this not only to interpret in the Chaldee di
the Hebrew Sey

cet
iptures, but to explain the meaning
and purpose of God’s requirements in his law,

Question 4. When did the order of scribes
oviginate, and what was their office?

Three men are mentioned as suceessively filling
the office of seribe under David and Solomon about
1H0 B. ¢, (2 Sam, 8, 17 also 1 Kings 4, 3),
The otlice involved a variety of duties which cu-
mulated with the history of the Jewish Church,
Neribes were the king's secretaries, writing his de-
They
were custodians of the law, transeribing the old
records, and reducing to writing that which had
been handed down orally, They were the doctors
or teachers of the law, reading and interpreting it
before the people on stated oceasions,

20,

erees and numbering the military forces,

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
An Old Testament Sabbath School.

L. Irs Tiune,
First day. .. .scventh month, v. 2.
A sabbath,., JDoly  convoeation,”  Lev,
IL Irs MEmBERSs,
L. AUl the people. .. .as one man, v. 1.
*“ Read this law before all.” Deut, 31, 11.
2. All that could hear, v, 2,
““Teach them....unto thy children.” Deut,
6. 7.
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102 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

111, Irs TExT-BOOK.
The book of the law, v. 1.
“All Scripture....is profitable.”” 2 Tim. 3.
16, 17.
1V, I7s SUPERINTENDENT.
Spake unto kzra the scribe. v. 1.
¢ IIad prepared his heart.” Fzra 7. 10,
V. Irs Teacuers,
Levites caused. .. .to understand. v. 7.
¢ Priest’s lips p knowledge.” Mal. 2.7,
VI. It OpeNiNGg SE
1. Ezra opened the book. v. 0.
4 Not depart out of thy mouth.” Josh. 1. 8.
2. The people stood up. V. 5.
¢« Stand up and bless.”” Neh, 0. 5.
8. Ezra blessed the Lord. v. 6.
 Bless the Lord at all times.” Psalm 84, 1,
2. Zeople... . lifting up. v. 0.
+“Lift up our heart.” Lan. 5. 41,
778 Limssox.
2 Jead in the bool:
¢ Open thou mine ¢
Q. Gave the sense, v. 8.
“ Make me to understand.” Psalm 119, 27,
VIIL Its Errects,
1. Al the people wept. v. Y.
“ We have not kept.” Neh. 1.7,
2. The joy of the Lord. v. 10,
“Love thy nume... joyful.” Psalm 5. 11

disinetly. v. 8.
es,” Psalm 119, 18,

Thoughts for Young People.
Reading the Bible,

1. God's word is given to men that it may be read
and followed as a guide in life. The sailor in an un-
known sca consults his chart 3 so should we con-
gult the Bible. More than one ship has been lost
by striking upon a rock not laid down in the chart,
but every danger is warned against in this guide-
book.

2. The Bible should be read publicly in assem=
blages for worship. Its place upon the desk in-
dieates the honor that it should reecive.

3o It should be read by all the people, old and
young, rulers and commons, ministry and laity 3 for
all need its golden precepts, and all will be helped
by them

4, It should be read as a whole, in continuous
sections, a book at a time. The best view of
Washington is from the dome of the capital 3
of Boston, from Bunker 1ill monument; so we
need to take a landseape view of Bible truth.

8. It should be read reverently, as God's message.
When a Japanese officer saw the signature of the
mikado he fell prostrate before it.

treat with reverence u message from our King.

6. [t should be read with car¢ful study and er-
planation, to give the sense. and not to interject a
meaning into it. We need, not the opinions of
men, bt tho wind of the Syirit.

We should |

[Feb. 26..

Lesson Word-Pictures,

There is a wonderful book to be read. What is
it? a volume of wisdom from the East, of philoso-
phy from the slopes of the Himalayas, of myster-
ies from the dark recessed temples of Egyptt Is
it history, some wonderful narration? It is an
| old-fashioned seroll that will be turned back and
read to all who may eome.

And it will be read near a city gate.  Come thix
way, Look about you. The sun has just peeped
| over the castern hills, and you will have all the

place to yourself.  There is the eity wall with an

old foundation. But the upper portion has a look
| s if relaid recently. Iereis the water gute before
| you. It is mew in part, but all around the in-
closure is a look of fire, the blackened track of the
awful flame telling of hours of sack and pillage.
Here in the open spuce before the water gate the
people will gather to listen to the words out of the
strange, wonderful book.  And look ! They have
built a pulpit of wood. Here will stand the person
who unrolls and reads this book.

(
|
|
|
|

It is a later hour now. And hark! I hear the
patter of footsteps, The people are gathering.
They come down yonder strect. They turn out of
that little lane. The water gate falls back and re-
ceives a throng from outside homes,  And these
here—why they seem to come up out of the ground
as they elimb over adjucent heaps of rubbish and
| ruin and suddenly appear before us!  Ah, here

come the mothers along the street leading to the
| water gate—women that slyly glance over their
veils, while little children eling to their skirts,
There is a flock of boys and girls turning that cor-
ner. And now up to the pulpit of wood advances
a group of staid men with long gray beards. And
the reader of the book comes forward. e steps
into the pulpit of wood, while on cither hand are
ranged grave, honored men of the people,

But who is it standing in the pulpit of wood?

“Ezra!” somebody near us is whispering
¢ that's Ezra!

He opens the seroll, turns it back, and the people
all attend decorously und stund patiently.  What
a reverent stillness !

And now the elear, ealm voice of Ezra is heard,
as he looks heavenward and blesses God.

It is the great God he honors,

And hark !

THow the people respond, “Amen, amen!” It
ix one lifting up of a sea of voices, und alifting, too,
of hands, like waves rising on the echoing sca.

The people bow.

They worship.

"

|
| the carth.
And now comes the reading of the wonderful
book, and Ezra reads from * morning till mid-
day.”

They sink their faces in humble abascment to-
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* Why,” you say, *that book is the bles
Bible of the exiles from Babylon 1 »

O, what tender, yet impressive words! What
comfort, yet rebuke! The people are  much
affected.  They think of the Past, of great Jerusa-
lem, of David's royal city, of Solomon’s display of
magnificence.  They think of their own deficien-
cies. The sentences of the law are plain, direct,
close. O, what sinners ! But in the lay there are
other words than those to sinners, Listen ! From
the odd-fashioned littie pulpit and  his
companions speak words of consolation, Now let
everyone be happy, happy ! Dry every tear!
Hasten home and rejoice !

Cheerfully they seatter,

They all pass away,

They seck their homes,

I cateh the sounds of r

Joicing everywhere aris-
ing from the homes sheltered now behind Jerusa-
lem’s rebuilt walls, while in theopen space before
the water gate all alone stands the plain-fashioned
pulpit of wood.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The Bible reading and exposition of Ezra is o
thoroughly Orientul scene, the principal speaker
being supported by others speaking at the samc
time. The great Brahman council recently held
to seek to save Hindooism, having reached its con-
clusions, proclaimed them from the four corncrs
of the tent of the council,  Missionaries
often preach in the strects or at fuirs in India from
the four corners of a large wagon. And as the
sacred Scriptures of the Hindoos, Buddhists, and
even Mohammedans in many

countries are in
languages they cannot understand, it is the eus-
tom to quote or read and * give the sense.”  Thus
Ezra and is preachers read the Hebrew Seri tures,
and gave the sense in the Chaldean dialect, which
the Jews had adopted in Babylon, TLater, transla-
tions were written and read in the sy nagogues,
Just as in later years a Greek translation wus
made, which Christ often quoted.  But the Jews
of to-day commonly rejeet trunslations, The
Mohammedans say

the Koran must not, because
it cannot, be translated, and will not allow uny but
aMoslem to own one,

A buzaar in Constantino-
ple is wholly devoted to Arabie Korans, and no
infidel is allowed 1o enter it, lest he sceure the
holy text.  But a European got in there and se-
eured o Koran, and had it photographied, that the
text might not be challenged, nor the translations
said not to accord with the pure text,

By Way of Illustration.
** The book of the law of Moses, which the Lord
had commanded to Irac An eminent lawyer |
said: “Where did Moses get this law which

103

surpusses  the wisdom and philosophy of the
most enlightened ages 2 Thave read history. The
Egyptians and the adjucent nations were idola-
tors§ so were the Greeks and Romans; and the
wisest and best Grecks or Romans never gave us
acode like this, Moses lived at a period com-
paratively barbarous, but he has given a law in
which the learning and sagacity of ull subsequent,
time can deteet no flaw. Where did he get it?
He could not have soared so far above his age as
to have devised it himself. T am satisfied that its
origin is divine, that it came down from heaven.”

Verses 2 and 3. E

@ reulized that the safety
und progress of his nation depended on thorough
knowledge of God's law, History teaches that
when the people did not have the Bible the dark
ages were on the world, Knight's England has
this note on that period of English history marked
not only by civil and religious oppression, but
also by intellectual darkness: “An act was
passed which limited the reading of the Bible in
the English tonguc to noblemen and gentlemen,
and forbade the reading of the same * to the lower

sort'—to artificers, "prentices, journeymen, serve

ingmen,  husbandmen, and laborers, and to
women—under pain of punishment,”
* The cars of the peoplc were attentive.’ Having

been deprived of hearing the Bible read, they were
prepared to appreciate it.  The price of a Bible in
the time of Edward 1 was thirty-seven pounds,
The hire of a laborer then was three pence a day,
Suppose such a person wished to buy a Bible, It
would tuke the earnings of fifteen years and three
months (excluding the Sundays) of constant la-
bor. Think of that! Now ten thousand copies
are printed, published, and packed by the Bible
Society cvery day.  And I somctimes think,
when I see the Bib arclessly handled or treated
with thoughtless irreverence or indifference, ¢ Ah,
you do not know the value of that book, or what
it has cost in life and treasurc,”

Verses 4 and %,
far-reaching work

This is an illustration of the
Sunday school teachers. Their
numes are immortalized as belonging to the teach-
ing of God's word.  Says Danicl Webster: * If we
work upon marble, it will perish ; if we work upon
brass, time will efface it ; if we rear temples, they
will erumble into dust ; but if we work upon im-
mortal minds, if we imbue them with the just fear
of God and love of our fellow-men, we engrave on
those tablets something that will brighten to all
eternity,”

Verse 6. When letters were brought home from
Livingstone in Africa to his daughter in Scotland,

| some of her friends were doubtful whether they
| were really his, but she silenced the doubts with,

*“They have reached me: I know they are my
father's letters.”  The man who has been
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¢ reached” by the Bible is sccure agninst the
skepticism which would lead him to doubt that it
is a letter from our Father in heaven to his chil-
dren on carth.

Verse 8. 1t must be that many teachers and
Feed my |

preachers read that command of Christ,
lumbs,” to mean, * Feed my camelopurds.”  The
food is put so far out of reach that only a camelo-

pard can reach it.—Spurgeon.

“ The joy of the Lord is your strength.””  Across
the ages, from the prison at Rome, we hear Paul, in
much affliction, in chains, laden with infirmities,
his heart weighted down with all the churches,
uttering his shout of triumph: ** Rejoice in the
Lord always: and again I say, Rejoiee.”  This
is the motto of the whole epistle to the Philippi-

ans.

Verses 10-12.  The Bible student not only has a
fruitage of joy, but alx » of serviee.
Those * Bible Moths ™ of Wesley's timme gave every
work, visiting and

available moment to char
relieving the inmates of jails, prisons, and work-
houses. The Rible students and Bible lovers of
every town and city are those who carry forward
its charitable enterprises,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Describe the walls of Jerusulem as rebuilt by
Nehemiah....Dr
the * water gate "’ where the events of the lesson
took place....* An Old Testament Sunda
Note (1) that it was held on Sunday, **the first
day of the seventh month ;" (2) that all the peo-
ple were included in it, either as teachers or schol-
ars 3 (3) its text-hook was the 1 1 (4) its super-
intendent was Ezra, an carnest we

v school.”

3ib
<hiper, a godly

man, and a thorough Bible student, Notice his |

pectiliar fitness for the place; (5) its teachers
(4) its exer-

were godly men and Bible schol
cises, taken from the story: (7) its aim, to give
clear understanding of God’s word 3 (8) its results,
conviction of sin and the of acceptance with
God....Sceinthe* Explanatory Notes ™ some good
illustration of incidents conneeted with the Bible,

Referenc
Freeman, Ver. 9: The Ti
10: Rending portions, 554
Prose, 2068, 206 i
107, 6762-6826, Vers. 4,
10: Prose, 11064,

Primary and Intermediate.
Lessox Tuovenr,  God's Word Gives Light.
Blackboard. An ancient seroll; a path, ** Way
of Truth,” printed on it; another path, ** Evil
Way:” a lamp; a heart, with sun 4
upon it.

Review. What were the Jews building around

w a map of Jerusulem, and show |

{1

[Feb. 26.

Jerusalem?  Who tried to stop them?  What for?
Who led them in the work ¢ Was he afraid of the
enemy? Why not? To whom did he go for helpt?
What did he do next? What were the workmen
ready to do?

[Show picture of a walled eity. T 11 that now
the wall was finished. The builders were happy,
for they saw that God was on their side. For fifty-
two days they had worked and watched and
prayed. The enemy had not dared to touch them,
and now they were ready to have a thanksgiving
meeting,  Make a square and many straight marks
to indicate the people who gathered there, Tell
that not only the people who lived in Jerusalem
were there, but the Jews who lived in the towns
and villages.] Do you think they would come to
have a great celebration, a procession, and musie
and feasting ?

Noj they wanted some-
thing better, What book is
this? [Hold up the Bible.]
What are some of the other
| names by which we call it?
B [ Holy Bible, Seriptures, Word
R DO '; God, cte.] The Jews did

| not have books like this.
[Show picturc of the seroll.]  This was the way
their Bible looked. It did not have any of the
sweet New Testament stories in it. It was the
book of the law. We have it h in what is
led * the Pentateuch,” the first part of the Old
['estament,

The people wanted to hear this book of the law
‘hey asked Ezra, the

read at their great meeting.
good pricst and seribe, to read it to them, Doyou
wonder why they did not read it at home? They
did not have it ! There were only a fow Bibles for
Now cveryone may have a

Arc you not glad to live in

a whole country.
Bible who wants i
a land where Bibles are so plenty ?
[Show the puth called #Way of Truth.” The peo-
ple wanted to hear about the right way. They all
listened to Ezra very attentively when he read.
They wanted to know what God said to them,
v stood on a pulpit of wood, high above thepeo-
ple. When he stood up and opened the book, all
[ the people stood up. Then he spcke words of
praise to the great God, and all the people said,
Amen. Then they bowed down and worshiped
the Lord.  Was not this a beautiful way to begin
a great meeting 7 Ezra read from God’s book in a
| Toud voiee, xo that ull could hear, Heexplained the
| meaning, too, so that ull might understand,  The
| people listened six hours ! Was not that a long
| time? Do you think they were tired and wished
| the reading would stop? Noi for they really
[ wanted to know God’s word.
’ [Uncover picture of the lamp.] What is a lamp
for? God says his word is like alamp. 1t gives
light to the mind. It shows what is right and
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Feb. 26. |

good.  Shut your eyes,  What do you sce!?
“Nothing.”  No, we eannot sce with our eyes
shut.  What is the Gowoks Text¢ Let us all fold
our hands and offer this prayer: ¢
cyes,” ete,
day wanted light to sce. God's word gives it to
What did it show them ?

Uncover path marked * Evil Way,”

A\ lady went into a dark room with her little
girl,  There was a little

them,

light, which showed
beautiful furniture and fine pictures on the wall,

O, what a nice room,” suid the little girl,
* Mamma, light the lamp, so that we may sce the
heautiful things,"”

dut when the lamp was lighted they saw great

bwebs on the pictures, and the handsome furni-
ture was covered with dust! The light showed
the bad things, and it is so with our hearts. When
the light of God's word shines into a heart it
shows the sin that is there,

saw the sin in their hearts,
it to them,

What shall we

hearts ¢ [Uncover heart with sun shining upon |
God does |

it.] What did the weeping
not want his children to be sorry, no longer than

people do ¢

enough to learn what to do with their sorrow.
Sing * T am so glad that Jesus loves me.,” Yes,
and if he loves me, then T must love other people.,
Ezra and Nehemiah told the sorrowful people that
they need not weep any more.  They told them to
rejoice and to hold a feast, and to sen 1 portions to
those who had nothi

True gladness m

esus want to give joy to
thers.  When the Jight of God shines in our

Buc
vhen we see Jesus, the Saviour from sin, then wi

hearts to show us sin we must be sorry, B

must be glad, and make haste to tell others about
it.  Sorrow does not give strengeth, but Jjoy makes |
us strong to work for God,

Blackboard.
[JNFOLDED: -
o G
GOD'S
law
GIVES

EOANDME

_ P
ANOWLEDG®

Joy

. HOPE e}
PEACE

PRAISE

Covors,—Draw the outlines of the book of the
law with white chalk, and the rays of light with

Open thou mine |
The people who heard Ezra read that |

Tell how the people wept.] It was beeause the v ‘

God’s word showed |

do when we sce sin in our |
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the xame the words in the rays, red
* God's Law,” light blue; “ Unfolded
| The unfolding of God’s law in Ez

3 the words
yellow,
's Sunday
school produced the same result as in this Sunday
school. Iis law gives— [here have the school
enumerate the blessings as set forth in the digs
gram!|, Urge the importance of studying God’s
word,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Pruise the Rock of our salvation.
Father most holy.

Almighty Spirit, we confess.
How firm a foundation,

More love to thee, O Christ,

No. 2,
Awake, my soul, in joyful lays,
The praying spirit breathe,
Holy, hely, holy, Lord G
Holy Bible, book divine,

|
|
[
i
|

My God, the spring of all my joys.
The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]
1. What did the people ask Ezrato do? To
read the book of the law of Moses,
2. On what did he stand? On a pulpit of
wood.
3. How did he read? Distinetly, giving
the sense.
4. What did he tell them?
5. Whyt «¢
your strength.”?
6. What is the GoLpex Texr?
mine eves,” cte,

Not to weep,
or the joy of the Lord is

**Open thou

CATECHISM QUESTION,
11. What is His warning to them ¢
That His word shall condemn themat the last day.

John xi;

8. He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth
not My sayings, hath one that Judgeth him; the
word that T spake, the same
last day

shall judge him in the

.

Lessons and Golden Texts for
1894,

'AMENT HISTORY.

st Quarter,

OLD TES
F

Lessox

L Jan. 7.—Tue Firer Avam.  Gen. 1, 26-81 $
2, 1-8.  Commit vs, Gorpex Texr: So
God created man in his ownimage. Gen, 1. 27,
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Lesson

1L Jan. 14, —Apax’s SIx AND Gon's Grace,  Gen,
3. 1-15. Commit vs. 13-15. Gorpex Texr:
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive. 1 Cor. 13. 22.

1L Jan. 21.—CaiN AND AEL.  Gen, 4. 3-13.
Commit vs. Gorpes Text: By faith Abel
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain. Heb. 11. 4.

1V. Jan. 28.—Gon's CoveNant wirn Noan. Gen.
9. 8-17. Commit vs. 11-13. Gorvrx Text:
I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be
for u token of a covenant between me and the
earth. Gen. 9. 15,

V. Feb, 4.—Braissing or e Hesrew NaTiow,
Gen. 12. 1-9,  Commit vs.1-3. GoLpeN TexT:
1 will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing,  Gen. 12, 2.

VI. Feb. 11.—Gon's Covexant witi Asgan.  Gen,
17. 1-9. Commit v, 5, 8. GoLveN TexT:
He believed in the Lord: ‘unl he counted it
to him for righteousness,  Gen, 15. 6.

VII. Feb, 18,—Gop’s Jupamest ox Sopom.  Gen-
18, 22-83, Commit vs. Goroes TexT:
Shall not the Judge of all the carth do right ?
Gen. 18, 25,

VI1I. Feb, 25.—TriaL oF Apranay’s Fami, Gen,
992, 1-13. Commit vs. 11-15. Gorpex TEXT:
By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered
up Isaae.  Heb, 11,17,

IX. March 4.—Sevusa e Burnmenr.  Gen.
25, 27-84. Commit vs, 31-34, Gorpex Text:
The life is more than meat, and the body is
more than raiment.  Luke 12, 23,

X. March 11,—Jacos ar Brri- Gen, 28, 10-22,
Commit vs. 12-14. Goroex Texr: Behold, 1
am with thee, and will keep thee,  Gen, 258,15

X1. March 18.—Wise Ao Mocker.  Prov, 20, 1-7.
Commit vs. 1-5. Gorpex Texr: Wine is a
mocker, strong drink is raging: and whoso-
ever is deceived therehy is not wise, Prov.
20. 1.

XIL March 25.—Brigr Review. Gowpes Texr:
1 am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jucob? God is not the
God of the dead, but of the living. Matt. 22,
32. Tue Rescrrecrioy oF Chmist. Mark 16,
1-8. Commit vs. 6, 7. Gorpex TExT: But
now is Christ risen from thedead. 1Cor. 15 20

Second Quarter.

1. April L—Jacor's Prevaiuize PRaveRr. Gen,
39, 0-12, 24-30,  Commit vs, 25-30.  GOLDEN
Texr: I will not let thee go, except thou bless
me. Gen, 32, 26,

1. April 8.—Discorp 1§ Jacon's Faminy, Gen.
87, 1-11. Commit vs. 3, 4. Goiven Texr:
Sce that ye full not out by the way. Gen.
45, 24.

Lesson

111 April 15.—Jospn SoLp ix10 Eeyee. Gen, 87,
93-36, Commit vs. 26-28. Goupey TExT: Ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it
unto good, Gen, 50. 20,

IV, April 22.—Joseen Rucer iy Eover.  Gen. 41.
88-48,  Commit vs. 38-40. GorpeN Texr:
Them that honor me I will honor, 1 Sam.
2, 80,

V. April 20.—Joseen Foraving His BRETHREN.
Gen. 45, 1-15.  Commit vs. 3-b.  GOLDEN
Texr: If thy brother trespass against thee,
rebuke him: and if he repent, forgive him.
Luke 17. 8.

VI. May 6.—Josern’s Lasr Davs, Gen. 50 14-
96, Commit vs, 24-26. Gorvex Texr: The
path of the just is as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
Prov. 4. 18.

VIL May 18.—Israen iy Eever. Exod. 1. 1-14.
Commit vs. 8-10.  Gorpex Texr: Our help is
in the name of the Lord. Psalm 124, 8.

VI May 20.—Tug CniLonoon oF Moses, Exod.
9.1-10.  Commit vs. 5-10.  Goroex TexT:
I will deliver him, and honor him. Psalm
01, 15,

IX. May 27.—Mosks SENT A8 A DELIVERER. Exod.
8.10-20. Commit vs. 10-12,  Gorpex Texr:
Fear thou not: for I am with thee. Isa. 41.
10,

X. June 8.—Tugk Passover Instirorep.  Exod. 12,
1-14.  Commit vs. 13, 14, Gorpenx Texr:
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 1 Cor.

5T,

X1. June 10.—Passace oF e Rep Sea, Exod.
14. 10-29, ¢ Texr:
3y faith they passed through the Red Sea.
Heb. 11, 20,

XIL June 17.—Tue Wors oF TiE DRUNEARD.
Prov. 23, 20~ Commit vs. 29-32. GOLDEN
Te Look thou not upon the wine when it

is red. Prov. 23. 31,

XIIL. June 24.—Review, Goupen Texr: The
Lord’s portion is his people. Deut. 32. 9.

Commit vs, 27-20,  GoLp

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF OUR
LORD.

Third Quarter.

. July 1.—Tue Bikru oF Jesvs. Luke 2. 1-16.
Commit vs, 10-14,  Gorpex Text: Unto you
is born this day, in the city of David, a Sav-
iour, which is Christ the Lord, Luke 2. 11.

I1. July 8.—Presextamion 1Ny e Tenrie. Luke

9. 25-38,  Commit vs. 27-32, GorpeN Texr:

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory

of thy people Israel. Luke 2. 52,
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Lisson

aab. duly 15.—<Visir or tiue Wise My
1-12.  Commit vs, 9-11. Gorp| r: They
saw the young child with ) y his mother,
and fell down and worshiped him. Matt,
2. 11,

Matt. 2.

T iNto Eaver,  Matt, 2,
Commit vs, 1315, GoLvex Texr: The Lo
shall preserve thy going out and thy coming
Psaln 121, 8, {
—Tue Yovtn or Jeses. Luke
Commit rs. 46-49, Gorvex Texr: And
Jesus inercased in wisdom and stature, and in
favor with God and man., Luke 2. 52,
Aug. 5—Tur Barrisy or Mark 1./
1-11. Commit vs. 9-11. Gorves Texr: Thou
art my beloved Rony in whom 1 am well
pleased.  Mark 1. 11,

VIL Aug. 12.—Tempratioxn or Jesvs, Matt. 4,
111 Commit vs. 1-4.  Gorvex Texr: Inall
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin,
Ieb. 4. 15,

VIIL Aug. 19.—First Discipres or Jesvs,  John
L 35-40.  Commit vs. 40-42,  Gorvey Texr:
We have found the Messius, which is, being |
interpreted, the Christ.  John 1. 41,

Aug, 26, —First Mi Jesvs, Jolin 2
1-11.  Commit vs: 1 vEN Texr: This |
beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cung of
Galilee, and  manifested  forth
John 2, 11,
—JEsvs CLEaNsiNG Tie Tesore,  John
Commit ) N Ter:
Make not my Father's house an house of mer-
chandise, John 2, 16,
Sept. .—Jesvs axp Niconemvs,  John
1-16. Commit wvs. 1-3. Gorves Text: God
so loved the world, that he gave his only he-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting lite,
John 3, 16,
Sept. 16, —JEses At Jacon's WeLr,
26, Commit 11-14, Texr:
Whosoever drinketh the water that 1
shall give him shall never thirst,  John 4, 14,

XTI Sept. 25, —DaNien's Ansrives Dan, 1.
8=20,  Commit vs. 8, 9. GorLpex Text: Daniel |
purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself.  Dan, 1. 8,

XIV. Scpt. 80.—Review.  Goupey Texr:
Kingdom of God is at hand : repent ye, and be-
licve the gospel.  Mark 1, 15,

9

Jesvs,

his glory,

25
20,

John 4,
o8, Gorn:

of

The |

Fourth Quarter,

L Oct. 7.—Jrsus ar Nazavemi. Luke 4. 16-50,
Commit vs, 16-19.  Gorvex Trxr: Sce that ye
refuse not him that speaketh, Ieb, 12, 25,

IL Oct. 14.—Tue Dravenr or Fisnks. Luke 5.
'~(1. Commit vs. 4-6. Gorpex Text: Come

Lessox
ye after me, and I will make you to become
fishersof men,  Mark 1, 17,

« Oct, 21, —A Savpari oy Carersavy, Mark 1.
21-34, ¢
taught them as one that had authority, and
not as the seribes.  Mark 1, g2,

" Oct. 28.—A Pararvric IHeaven, {
1-12, Goroex Texr
Son of man hath power on earth to forgive

2. 10,

vs Lorb oF TiE SanpaTin,

3. 1-5.

vr: The Son of wan is Lorc
Sabbath,  Mark 2,

I Nov. 1L—Tne TweLve Choses.

0 Commit vs, 15-15,

Commit vs, 27,28, GoLpeN

Commit vs, 9-12,

sins,

Nov.

Mark

Gorn-

4, —
{ {ltllllllll" 8 )
wlso of the
28,
Mark 3.
Gowoexy Texr: |
have chosen you, and ordained you, that you
should go and bring forth fruit. John 15. 16,
V. 18.—Tnk SEryoN ox N1, Luke
Gorpen Texr:
As ye would that men should do to you, do ye
also to them likewi
VIIIL. Nov, 25,—Opp

29,

Commit vs, 27-51,

v 10 Cunsr,
Commit vs, i, GoLDEN
une unto his own, and his own received
John 1. 11
—Cunist’s Testivony 1o Jony,
Commit vs, 27,

Ile
him not.
X. De Luke

Gorpen Tex

a8,

11-15.  Gorpex Texr:
is the word of Gad,  Luke 8. 11,

Tuk TweLve Sext Forri, Matt. 10,
Goroes Texr: As
: kingdom of heaven

Commit s,

XI. Dee. 16,
H=16,
ye go, preach, sayin
is at hand.  Matt, 10, ¥,

XIIL Dee, =Tue Prixce or Pesce,  Tsa, 9,
Commit v, 6, 7. Gouvex Texr: Of the
crease of his government and peace  ther
shall beno end,  Isa, 9, 7,

XTIL Dee. 80,—Reviuw,  Goroex Texr:
Christ the swmne yesterday, and to-day, and
forever, Ileb, 12, 8,

Commit vs, T-10,

Jesus

A HizNT 10 TeacHERS.—I write nothing,

| and read barely enough to keep my mind in

the state of a running stream, which I think
it ought to be, if it would form or feed other
minds ; for it is ill-drinking out of a pond,

| whose stock is merely the remains of the long

past rains of the winter and spring, evaporat-

| ing and diminishing with every successive day

of drought.—Dr. Arnold,
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The Inductive Method of Bible
Study.

J. 8. JAMES, D.D.

« What is the inductive method?” It may
seem strange or commonplace to say that the
inductive method invites the student to begin
his work with the Bible itself. And yet to do
this is its first mission. Neither notes nor com-
ments, dogmas or confessions, topics or moral
and religious lessons, form the sturtingl point of
work, but the Bible itself. Tothe Bible for the
facts from which to make your induction of any
kind. First to the Bible, then to results Iy in-
duction. Another man’s finished work, doctri-
nal or religious, is not provided. Not oranges
picked, packed, and brought to market, but the
grove, within every man’s reach where ripe fruit
hangs on the branches, stands before the student
who is to begin inductive study of the Bible.

First of all, you are to turn to the text of the
book itself; the setting of the text, historical,
chronological, and geographical, it may be; and
the whole text as an organic structure. You
are beginning the book of Kzra. Begin by
reading the book through ‘*without note or
comment;” this, if you can, at one sitting.
Then do it again, and as often as you can.
Your first requirement is to obtain a clear view
of the text of the prophecy. Examine it, ply it
with questions, cross-examine it with searching
«uestions. Pump out of the well of living
water every bucketful of text you can. With
the book closed, test yourself as to how much
of it you have ground into your thinking.

Proceed in like manner to its historical set-
ting. Who wrote the book? To whom did he
write? When did he write? What is there in
the land, the people, their customs, religion,
character, that has to do with the writing of
that book ? What relation does it sustain to
other prophecies and other books ?

You have been studying not scraps from the
text, not verses, not sermon texts, but the
whole text. You want to discern its structure
and purpose, hunt after its analysis; for the
structure of the whole is the key to the mean-
ing of each individual part. ~You must not
pause to exhaust yourself with word-study or
verse-study. You are not secking an aggrega-
tion of details. You will wish to examine these
details only as they constitute the solution from
which the crystal comes.

The inductive method objects to the common
habit of confining Bible study to chosen pas-
sages, ‘‘ bleeding members torn from the living
body,” kodak snatches of broken landscape
here and there. It wants to map out the whole.
It insists on studying the entire book. And all
this is but saying that the inductive method
views the Scriptures as literature. They are
to be studied as any literature is studied, as all
literature is studied, in the setting of its times,

by a survey of its structure, and the text of the
book itself.

The new method is inductive, by a harmless
play on the word in another way. It induces
tostudy. It invites each student to the luxury
of doing some studying for himself. The mem-
bers of a class are not young birds in a nest,
with eyes shut and mouths open to take what
the teacher has taken pains to gather and drop
in. They are chicks to scratch with the mother
hen for themselves. They are students in a
class-room ; students preparing for a class-room.
They are more than the victims of an exhorter,
or the idle listeners to a sermon or lecture that
some other man is seniding forth.

The inductive method, however, excludes
neither religious exhortation nor practical ap-
plication and doctrinal deduction. It may be
even more truly evangelistic than methods
made up of exhortation and application. It
does not fear to trust the student with his Bible
for practical applications of its own, and it does
not hesitate to clinch the lessons that actually
come from the text. But it does not begin
with them. To the Bible first. There is battle,
stern battle, real battle. But the battle opens
by getting the men into line of battle. — Baptist
Teacher,

Book Notice.

At the Place which is Called Calvary. By
Epwarp H. Burcess, Minister of the Gos-
pel. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph &
Co. Toronto: William Briggs.

This is an unconventional, plain, practical
series of sermons on such topics as ‘‘ Jesus, our
Friend,” **Is not this the Carpenter’s Son? "
«Setting the Plumb-line,” **Christian Humil-
ity,” ** Burdens and the Burden-bearer.” They
are helpful, uplifting, encouraging. ~ Such
preaching as this cannot fail to do sood. The
sermon which gives its title to the book is one
written for communion service, and is a practi-
cal and forceful treatment of an important sub-
ject. We understand that tlie author is a
Canadian, and that he has in press a book on
loyalty to Queen and country.

In tHE PENITENTIARY. —** What brings these
young men to this penitentiary ?” said the in-
spector, as he walked with the warden through
the workshops. “Well,” was the reply, ‘‘the
average young man don’t like to work nowadays.
But he must have money. If he is not wealthy
he must get it in some other way, and he wants
a ‘short cut’ to wealth. He steals it, or he gets
into bad company and they are all arrested and
sentenced, when' perhaps only one of them did
most of the crooked work. Having fallen into
bad company he finds it hard to %renk away
even when released to begin life over again.
So he falls again.”—Sunday-school Missionary.
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HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE,

Pronounced by Physicians of all schools to be the BEST remedy yet dis-
covered for Dyspepsia.

It reaches various forms of Dyspepsia that no other medicine seems to
touch, assisting the weakened stomach, and making the process of digestion
natural and easy.

Dr. W. S, Leonard, Hinsdale, N, I1., says: *The best remedy for dyspepsia that has
ever come under my notice.”

Dr. T. H. Andrews, Jefierson Medical College, Philadelphia, says: ‘A wonderful remedy
which gave me most gratifying results in the worst forms of dyspepsia,”

Descriptive pamphlet free, Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. I,
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS,
Cautlon :—He sure the word * Horsford's” is on the label. All others are spurious,
Never sold in bulk.

A VALUABLE AID FOR SUNDAY-
SCHOOLS.

THE EXCELSIOR MAP

COMBINING

PALESTINE to illustrate the New Testa-
ment, and CANAAN to illustrate the
Old Testament.

By G. W. BACON, F,R.G.S.

These two Maps are mounted on linen, on one
roller. The size of the map is 48 x 33} inches.
The coloring is delicate, and clearly shows the
different countries. The lettering is plain, and
places are distinctly marked.

This is a new map, and will be of important
assistance in the study of the lessons the year
round ; valuable in the minister's study as well
as the school or class-room.

Price $4,50, express paid.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,
STRONCEST i
BEST | Montreal : C. W. Coares. Halifax : 8, F. Hunsms,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

JUST ISSUVED

ENLARGED EDITION

OF THE

Canadian Hymnal

CONTAINING 450 HYMNS.

| Sunday Schools and Social Services.

NO BOOK LIKE IT FOR | Epworth League and C. E. Societies.
l Gospel Meetings and Home Circles.

The hymns of the Canadian Hymnal as at present in use have not been changed, but nearly
100 new pieces have been added. Nor has the price been advanced, but remains :—

MUSIC EDITION-
Paper boards, cloth back, each, 50c.; per doz. $5.00.

WORDS ONLY EDITION-
Cloth limp, 12c. each ; $1.20 per doz.; £9.00 per hundred.
Cloth boards, 17¢. each ; $1.75 per doz.; §13.50 per hundred.

Postpaid at price per copy. Not postpaid at dozen or hundred rate.

INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS ror 1893.
ILLUSTRATIVE NOTES

Including original and selected expositions, plans of instruction, illustrative anecdotes,
practical application, archmological notes, library references, maps, pictures and diagrams,

By JESSE L. HURLBUT, D.D., and ROBERT R. DOHERTY, Pu.D.
$1.25 POSTPAID.

SELECT NOTES.

Explanatory, illustrative, doctrinal and practical ; with illustrations, maps, pictures, chro-
nology of the Old Testament, chronology of the Acts, suggestions to teachers, library references.

By F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., and M. A. PELOUBET.
$1.25 POSTPAID.

BIBLE STUDIES.

By GEO. F. PENTECOST, D.D.
A Lesson Commentary, growing yearly in popular favor. Cloth, §1.00 ; Paper, 60 cents.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MONTREAL, QUE. S. F. HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.8,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

CHEAP PAPER EDITION

ANNIE S. SWAN'S BOOKS.

The sweeping popularity of Miss Swan's Stories has induced the issue of the following of
her Books in attractive paper covers, at the popular price of

25 CENTS EACH, POSTPAID.

Wrongs Righted. Mistaken, and Marion Forsyth.

Twice Tried. Thomas Dryburgh’s Dream, and Miss
Shadowed Lives. Baxter's Bequest,

The Secret Panel. Sundered Hearts.

Across Her Path. Robert Martin's Lesson.

A Divided House: A Study from Life. | Dorothea Kirke; or, Free to Serve.
Ursula Vivian, The Sister Mother, Hazell & Sons, Brewers.

A Bachelor in Search of a Wife, A Vexed Inheritance.

When so much trashy and vicious literature abounds to poison the minds and taint the
morals of the young, a movement such as this to provide pure and healthful reading at cheap
prices should have every encouragement,

he (juinea Stamp

A TALE OF MODERN GLASGOW.

BY

ANNIE S. SwWAN.

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, handsome design in
Gold and Colors.

$1.00 POSTPAID.

PRESS OPINIONS.

“This is the latest work of this gifted and charming writer. It possesses all the best features of her
revious books. The characters are well defined, and the interest is stron ly sustained throughout.
he same unobtrusive but di ct religious spirit, pervades the work that lshlqgulshes her previous

books. One marked characteristic of this book, and of all her books, is the author’s profound sym%uth{
with the common people. In every one of her stories, there is a recognition of manhood and woman y
though in the lowliest circumstances, asjsomething above mere rank and all class distinctions. No living
writer unites attractive interest and wholesome 18 in a higher degree. We can cordially recom-
mend this book to our readers, both young and old. hristian Guardian.,

*Among the numerous writers of wholesome fiction, none have won a more deserving place than

Mrs. Burnett-Smith, known to all readers of good books as ‘Annie Swan. This new story promi scs to

eclipse in popularity any previous effort of the author’s. Its moral tone is high. Mrs. Burnett-Smith

as interwoven with her deep moral purpose a charming love story, and, when Walter and G ladys

finally join hands together for a life of usefulness, we feel that it is a true union i one not of hands only,

but of hearts also. ‘The Guinea Stamp’ is a strong story. You should read it."—Christian Endeavor
Herald.,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

C. W, COATES, MONTREAL, QUE. S, F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

The Senool is Defignied

SV N NN NI N NN NN

with the addition to its Library. We were so well pleased with the books
sent us for selection that we determined to retain all of them. Such words
as these we hear from Sunday Schools who have entrusted us with their

orders.

) THE LONG WINTER EVENINGS

have come upon us, and is it not time to see that your Library is re-
T plenished, so that gocd reading may be provided for these long, quiet

evening hours. What charming hours may be spent in the company of
itful authors as Annie S. Swan, “Pansy,” Amelia E. Barr,

such de
Worbois
Ballantyne, Kingston, Withrow, Hocking, Jackson Wray, Garrett, Holland,

\lcott, Everett-Green, Hesba Stretton, Prentiss, Stowe, Henty,
and a host of other popular writers.

HOW TO GO ABOUT IT.

If you cannot make a visit to the Book Room to choose from our richly
laden shelves, we will be pleased to make a satisfactory selection for you,

asking that you give us the following points :

1. The number of books desired.

. The names of any special books desired,

. The number of books desived for each grade—Senior, Interme-
diate, and Primary.

4. The amount of money you desire to spend,

i 5. Full shipping directions.

ww

Also (if intended as an addition to an old library),
6. An alphabetical list of books already in the library.

We have an unsurpassed collection of the latest and best books of the
Religious Tract Society, Nelson & Sons, the London Conference Office
(Charles H. Kelly), Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, Nisbet & Co., Ward,
Lock & Co., Blackie & Son, and other reputable houses. We are prepared
to send to any School in Ontario a quantity of books from which to select
as many volumes as they may wish to purchase.

Low Prices. Liberal Discounts, Prompt Despateh,

Write for Catalogue and full particulars,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. S. F. HUESTIS, Havuirax, N.S.
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GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

EPPS’S COCOA.

BREAKFAST.

** By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws which
govern the orent.lon. of digestion and nutritios
» careful lp{ ication of the fine properties of well-gel.
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately flavoured beversge which may save us many
heavy doctors’ bills. It ix by the Judicious use of such
articles of diet that a constitution may be gradually bult
? until strong enough to resist every tendency to disease.

undreds of subtle maladies are floating around us ready
to attack wherever there Isa weak point.  We may escu
many a fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with

blood and a properly nourished frame.” —Civil Service
mua. Made simply with boiling water or milk. Bold
only in packets, by Grocers, labelled thus :
JAMES EPPS & C0., Hommopathio Chemists,
LONDON,  ENGLAND.

The High Speed Family Kiiitter
Will knit a st-cking heel and
8. Will knit
@ yﬂnur required in the
household’ from h . mespun o
factory, Coarse or fine yarns,
The u...nrm-nm.l knitter on the
murket, A child can opernte it,
Strong, Durable, Simple, Rapid,
Sutisfaction gnaranteed or no pay.
Agents wanted,  For particnlars

and sample work, address,
searhart, Dundas, Ont., Canada,

DEIHE

ESSON

00K
mARK LisT ... 1893

The Lesson List embodies in convenient form |

the Lesson, Golden Texts, and Memory Ver-
ses of the International . It is furnished in
three different styles—differing on the last page.

No. 1.~ With Name of Church or School, and list
of Services on last page :

50 or less -

100

150

200

250

300

30 - - . - 300

100 - - - - 320
Ll 350
Wy « « o = s . 490
00 . . . . <« < 800
2000 or over, per thousand 150

No. 2. With last page blank ; and No. 3. ~With

Bible Acrostic on last page :

Less than 500 - 50 cents per hundred.
MOto1000 - - 45 £ af
1000 orover - - 40 * i

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronvo.

PALESTINE

MODEL or PALESTINE,
By BEV. PRINCIPAL AUSTIN, M.A., B.D,,
From recent surveys of the Palestine Exploration Fund,
showing in relative elevation all parts of the Holy Land.
Endoreed by leading «ducators in U, 8. and Cannda, as
“Accurate,” " Beautiful,” “ A work of art,” “What
the Sunday-school world has been waiting for,”
etc., ete. Circulars with term-, ete,, and commendations
of Bishop Vincent, 3ir Wm Dawson, Chancellor Bur-
wash, Dr. Withrow, and others. These Models give
in an hour s studya cleareridea of the topogrnphy
of Palestine, than years oi study without them.
&4r To introduce them to Methodist Sunday-schools, we
make the following proposition: We will send a limited
number of the 'S, 8 Models,” to Superintendents on ap-
probation. These mav be retained one month and re-
turn«d if not satisfactory. No cash required until
the end of the month. We can only make this offer
to a limited number—so order at once, if you desire to
inspect with a view of purehasing.

PALESTINE MODEL CO., St. Thomas, cht,
Modols are in White Bronze Metal, finely framed,

LIBRARY CASE FOR SALE.

nes,  Also 200 second hand
will be shipped, F.0.B., for
ash,  Address all communi-

cations to
E, A. DOCOLITTLE, M, S, S, Librarian,
CRILLIA, ONT.

IMPORTANT TO SCHOOLS.

We have recently sceured the sole agency in the
Dominion for the sale of the

IMPROVED CANADIAN LIQUID SLATING

Thisnew chemical preparation in liquid form may
be applied with an ordinary paint brush on plaster,
such as commonly used in schools, or on paper,
cardboard, wood, or any other smooth material,
producing a surface that takes the e..alk clearly
and is easily leaned.

Teachers can ln'cpurl' their own blackboards on
paper, cardboard or cotton, at a trifling cost, and
make their drawings at home instead of in the
school-room, and, when necessary, can simultane.
ously exhibit a series of lessons or drawings which
can be preserved for future use

The preparation when dry is quite flexible, so

| that the portable blackboard may be rolled with-

out damage to the drawings, which can be erased
when requited by a damp cloth,
PRICE IN TINS:

Black, Per Quart, $1.50 - Per Gallon, $5.00.

Green, i 176 - - 6.00.

Full printed directions for using the Liquid
Slating will be found on the label of each tin.
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasgine, you will oblige the
*mbitsher, e well as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the adverusement tn THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Bayygs




THE FACT

That AYER’S Sarsaparilla CURES
otners of Scrofulous Diseases,
Eruptions, Boils, Eczema, Liver
and Kidney Diseases, Dyspepsia,
Rheumatism, and Catarrh should
be convincing that the same course
of treatment WILL CURE You. All
that has been said of the wonder-
ful cures effected by the use of

AYER'S

Sarsaparilla

during the past fifty years, truth-
fully .lpphc\ to-day. Itis, inevery
sense, The Superior Medicine.
Its curative properties, strength,
effect, and flavor are always the
same; and for whatever blood
diseases AYER'S Sarsaparilla is
taken, they yield to this treatment.
When you ask for

AYER'S

Sarsaparilla

don’t be induced to purchase any
of the worthless substitutes, which
are mostly mixtures of the cheap-
est ingredients, contain no sarsa-
ps lnll.l, have no uniform standard
of appearance, flavor, or effect,
are blood-purifiers in name only,
and are offered to you because
there is more profit in selling
them., Take

AYER'S

Sarsaparilla

C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass.

Prepared by Dr.
sists 3 Price $1; six bottles, $g.

Sold by all Dru;

Gures others, will cure you

A Friend

Wishes to speak through the Register of
the beneficial results he has received
irom a regular use of Ayer's Pills, He
says: ‘I was feeling sick and tired and
my stomach seemed all out of order. 1
tried a number of remedies, but none
seemed to give me relief until I was
induced to try the old reliable Ayer's
Pills. I have taken only one box, but I
feel like a new man. I think they are
the most pleasant and easy to take of
anything 1 ever used, being so finely
sugar-coated that even a child will take
them, I urge upon all who are

In Need

of a laxative to try Ayer's
Boothbay (Me.) Register.

“ Between the »s of five and fifteen,
I was troubled with a kind of salt-rheum,
or eruption, chiefly ¢ onfinéd to the legs,
and especially to the bend of the knee
above the calf. Tlere, running sores
formed which would scab over, but
would break immediately on moving the
leg. My mother tried everything she
could think of, but all was without avail.
Although a child, I read in the papers
about the beneficial effects of Ayer's
Pills, and persuaded my mother to let
me try them. With no great faith in
the result, she procured

Ayer’sPills

and I began to use them, and soon
noticed an improvement. Encouraged
by this, I kepton till I took two boxes,
when the sores disappeared and have
never troubled me since H. Chipman,
Real Estate Agent, Roanoke, Va.

“I suffered for years from stomach
and kidney troubles, causing very severe
painsin various parts of the body. None
of the remedies I tried afforded me any
relief until I began taking Ayer's Pills,
and was cured.”—Wm, Goddard, Notary
Public, Five Lakes, Mich.

Prl’p’lrcd by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass
Sold by all Druggists Everywhere.

1 Every Dose Effective

Pills.”

-




