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‘¢ PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH iS Goop.”

SACREDEXTRACTS.

THE APOSTLES, THE divinely called, aND inspired TEACHERS oF

THE CHURCH.

* And (Jesus) called unto him his Disciples, and of them he
chose twelve, whom also he named Apostles.”” Luke vi. 13.

¢“Then he called his twelve Disciples together, and gave
them power and authority ovet all devils, and to cure diseases.
And he sent them to preach the Kingdom of God, and to heal
the sick.” Luke ix. 1, 2:-.

¢« Paul, called to be an Apdil
will of God.” 1 Cor. iz L. -~

¢* Go ye therefore, (the eleven) and teach ail nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost : teaching them to obsetve all things whatsoever [
have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you always, even un-
tothe end of the world. Amen.”’ Mat. xxviti. 19, 20.

¢¢ And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words,
when ye depart out of that house, or city, shake off the dust off

our feet. Verily I say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for

the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day cf Judgment, than
for that city.”” Mat. x. 14, 15. ‘

¢“But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or
what ye shall speak : for it shall be given you in the same hour
what ve shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spiri¢
of your Father which speaketh in you.” Mat, x. 19, 20.

> of Jesus Christ throug h tho
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““ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receciveth whom-
soever I send receiveth me.”” John xiii. 20.

** Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word.”” John xvii. 20.

“ And they prayed, and said, thou Lord, which knowest the
hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,
that he may take part of this ministry and Apostleship, from which
Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.
And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias ;
and he was numbered with the eleven Apostles.’’ Acts i. 24-26.

«“ Then opened he their understanding, that they might un-
derstand the Scriptures, and said unto them, thus it is written,
&ec.”’ Luke xxiv. 45, 46, .

¢« I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou
gavest me, &c. Now they he e known that all things whatso-
ever thou hast given me are of thee. For I have given unto
them the words which thou gavest me ; and they have received
them.” John xvii. 6-8.

1 have called you friends ; for all things that I have heard

“of my Father, I have made known unto you.”” John xv. 15.

* But the Comforter, whick is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach ycu all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever 1 have said
unto you.” John xiv. 26.

‘¢ And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, &c.””
‘ They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Acts
i. 1, 4. .

‘< X certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preach-
ed of me is not afterman. For ¥ neither received it of man, nei-
ther was I taught i, butb revelation of Jesus Christ.”
Gal. i. 11, 12.

¢t But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have eatered into the heart of man, the things which Go..
hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed
them unto us by his Spirit.” 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10.

** Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
spirit which is of God ; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in
the words which man’s wisdom-teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth.,” * We have the mind of Christ.”” 1 Cor. it.
12, 13, 16.

t For we preach not ourselves, but Jesus Christ the Lord ;
and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined inour
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ, But we have this treasure in earthem
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vessels, ,that the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us.” 2 Cor. iv. 5-7.

¢ Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
did besrech you by us : we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye
reconciled to God.” 2 Cor. v. 20.

““ We are of God : he that knoweth God heareth us ; he
that is not of God, heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit
of truth, and the spirit of error.”” 1 John iv. 6,

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
No. 4.
The Elements of a Kingdom.

We must understand the type, or we cannot understand-the
anti-type. We must understand that which is natural, before we
<an understand that which is spiritual. What, then, are the es-
sential elements of a kingdom as existing among men ?

In every well regulated political kingdom, in the order of na-
ture, the elements stand thus—I. Constitution ; 2. King ; 3.
Subjects; 4. Laws; 5. Territory. '

In the kingdom which God set up by Moses, the elements
stood in this order. The constitution was first proposed under
which God condescended to be their Kiug, and they were to be
regarded as his people or subjects ; he then gave them laws and
established them in the territory befdre promised.

Having ascertained the essential elements of a kingdom,
and marked the order in which they stand, before we particular-
ly attend to these elements in order, we shall ask but why is this
kingdom called the Kingdom of %gwe-n ?

The Name

Heaven, and the Kingdom of Heaven are not one and the samo
thing. God is rot the Kingdom of God. But as the Kingdom of
God is something pertaining to God, so the Kingdom of Heaven
is something pertaining to Heaven, and consequently to God.—
Whether always the phrases ‘the Kingdom of God”’ and ** the
Kingdom of Heaven’® exactly represent the same thing, certain
it is that both phrases are often applied to the same institution.*

* If the follo wing passages are carefully examined and compared, it will op-
pear that both these phrases often 1epresent the same thing :— Math, iii. 17,
Mark i, 14. Luke iv. 48.—Math. xiii. 12. Mark iv. 11, Luke viii. 10.—
Math xi. 11. Luke vii. 28. To these three distinct evidences mony more might
be added. What Matthew calls “ the Kingdom of HEAvEN,” Mark and Luka
call “ the Kingdom of Gon.”®
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This is true of them whether translated reign or kingdom ;
and it is very evident that trequently the original word basileia
ought in preference to be regarded reign, inasmuch as this term
better suits all those passuges where coming or approaching is
spoken of: for while reigns or adminijstrations approach and recede,
kingdoms have attribules and boundaries which are stationary.—
Reign and Kingdom of God, though sometimes applicable to the
same subject, never contemplate it in thesume light. They are,
indecd, asintimately connected as the reign of King William and
the Kingdom of Great Britain. The former represents the ad-
ministration of the kingdom, apd the latter the state over which
this administration extends.

Two good reasons may be offered why Matthew, the oldest
Christian writer, ‘generally prefers Kingdon or Reign of Heaven,
to the phrase Kingdom or Reign of G'ed : I say generally, forhe
occasionally uses both designations. (See Matthew vi. 33, xii.
28. xix. 24. xxi. 31,43.) He wrote to Jews in Judea who ex-
pected a Messiah, a King, and a Kingdom of God on earth, a
mere improvement of the Jewish system ; and, therefore, to
raise their conceptions, he'delights to call it the Reign or King-
dom of Heaven, in contrast with that earthly Kingdom of God,
of which they were so long in possession,

He also found a good reason in the idiom ofthe Jewish Pro-
phets for using the word Heaven (both in the singular and plural
form) for God. Daniel told the Assyrian monarchthat his king-
dom would be sure to him when he should have learned that ¢’ the
Heavens do rule ;” yet, in the preceding verse, he says, ** Till
thou knowest that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men”
~—thus using Heavens and the Most High as synonymous. The
Psalmist says, ‘* The wicked set their mouths against the Hea-
vens.”” The Prodigal confesses that he had ¢‘sinned against
HBeaven,”” and Jesus himself ash2d whether the baptism of John
was ‘* from Hecven or from meni® Thus he was authorised from
the Jewish use ofthe wordto regard it as equivolentto God. 1If,
then, Matthew had meant no more by the phrase *‘ Kingdom of
Heaven’? than the ‘“ Kingdom of God,”* he was justified by the
Jewish use of the word Heaven, to apply it in that sense.

When compared with the earthly kingdom of God among the
Jews, it is certainly the kingdom of Heaven : for Jesus alleges
that his kingdom is not of this world ;- and Daniel affirmed that
in the days of the last worldly empire the God of Heaven would
set up a kingdom unlike all others then on earth ; in which, as
Pauiteaches, men are ¢ blessed with every spiritual blessing in
heavenly places in Christ :>* (Eph. i. 3.) for he has raised uvs
Jews -and Gentiles, and ‘‘ has set us down iogether in the
heavenly places by Christ Jesus.” (Eph. ii. 6.)

But most evidently the kingdom of Heaven is ‘¢ the king-
dom of Christ and of God.” (Eph.v.5.) 1t is the kingdom of
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God because he set it up, (Daniel ii. 44.) gave the constitution
aud King, and all the materials out of which it is erected. (Jer,
xxxi. 31-34.) It is the kingdom of Chiist, because God the
Father gave it to him as his Son, und as the heir of all things ;
and therefore, * all that is the Father’s is mine,” says Jesus,
*“ and {am his.” (John xvii. 18.) ‘* God created all things By
Jesus Christ and For him.”

We shail now procecd to consider, in the order suggested,
the Constitution, King, Subjects, Laws, and Territory of the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Constitation.

God himself, after the gracions counsels of his own will,
proposed and tendered the ccnstitution of this kingdom to his
own Son. This ** glory he had with the Father before the world
was.”’ He that was *‘ in the beginning with God”—*¢ the wis-
dom and power of God”—*¢ was set up [constituted] from ever-
lasting, or ever the carth was.” ‘ Then was 1 with God, as
one brought up with him ; I was daily his delight, rcjoicing al-
ways before hirn—rejoicing in the habitable parts of his earth ;
and my delights were withthe sons of men.”’ (Prov. viii. 23-31.)
Therefore, he who was to be ‘“ ruler in Israel” was with God in
counsel ‘*in the beginning of all*his ways ;” for ¢ his goings
forth were from old, even from the days of eternity.’’ (Micah
v. 21.

It) was To po THE WiLL, or fulfil the items in this ~onstituti-
on, that *“ the worp was made flesh and dwelt among us.”” [
came to do the will of him that s¢.«l me,’’ and to finish ‘¢ the work
given me to do.”’ *‘ 1 have power to lay down my life, and L
have power to resume it ; this commandment I received from my
Father.” The Father ¢¢ commissioned and sent him forth into
the world. He ¢ came down#from heaven.”” ¢ Thou hast given
me power over all flesh, thatslmight give eternal life to all that
thou hast given me.”

These, and many other passages which the reader will easily
remember, unequivocally evince that an understanding and agree-
meut existed ere tim2 began between God and the Worp of God
—or, as now rcvealed, betwecen the I'atner and the Sox, res-
pecting this kingdom  In consequence of which, ¢ the Word
was made fleslr and dwelt among us”—in consequence of whizh
*“ he divested himself”” of his antecedent glory—** took upon
him the form of a bond-servant”—¢‘ was made in the likeness of’
sinfull flesh”—“tock part with us in flesh and blood.” In con-
sequence of which agreement, and the promised glory, for ‘¢ the
joy sei before him in the promisef’ of ‘“ seeing his seed, the tra-
vail of his soul, and being satisfied,” ‘‘he endured the cross, de-
spising the shame,” and ‘‘ was made perfect through sufferings
to lead many souls to glory.” '
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To the stipulations concerning eternal life, propounded in
the constitution of the Kingdom of Heaven, frequent ailusions
are made in the Apostles’ writings. Thus the believers were
‘¢ elected in Aim before the foundation of the world,”” and ‘¢ eter-
nal hfe was promised before the times of the ages,” ¢ according
to the benevolent purpose which he purposed in himsclf for the ad-
ministration of the fulness of the appointed times, to gather toge-
ther all under Christ—=all in the heavens and all on theearth. un-
der him ” He formerly marked us out {or an adoption through
Jesus Christ to himself, according to his purpase, who effectu-
ally works ali things according to the counsel of his will. Eph.
1. 3-12,

From ail these sayings and allusions, we must traca the sone
stitution of this kingdowm into the days of eternity—before time be-
gan. We must date it from everlasting, and resolve it into the
adsolute graceous will of the eternal God. In referenceto ali the
prospective developementsoftime, ‘‘ known to God from the be-
ginning," it proposed to make the worp flesh, and then to make
the incarnate Word, called Emanuel, or Jesus Christ, the King,
to give him all who should be reconciled to God by him for sub-
jects, to put under him all the angelic hosts, and constitute him
monarch ol heaven and eaith, lawgiver tothe universe ; and thus
make him heir and Lord of all things. -

As a constitution brings all the elements of a kingdom into 2
new relation to one another, so it is the measure and guarantee
of all the privileges, immunities, and obligations accruing to all
the partiesin that relation. It prescribes, arranges, and secures
all the privileges, duties, obligations, hoaors, and emoluments
of the King and the subjects. ‘ Neither of them can claim more
than it stipulates and guaranties, and neither of them can right-
fuliy bo deprived of any of them.

The King.

The Lord Jesus Christ is as we have seen the constitutional
monarch of the Xingdom of Heaven.

The Subjects of the Kingdom.

They are all born again. Their privileges and honors are
the following:—

1. Their constitutional King isthe only begotten Son of God;
whose title and honors-are~-image of the invisible God—-effulgence
of the Father’s glory— Emanuel—upholder of the universe—Pro-
phet of the Prophets—High Priest of the Temple of God—King of
kings—Lord of lords—the only Potentate—Commander and Cov-
enant of the people—Captain of Salvation—Counsellor, Law-
giver, Redeemer, Deliverer, Mediator, Saviour, Advocate,
Judge. Heis Sun of Righteousness, Priuce of Peace, Lambof
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God, Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root and the Offspring of
David, the bright and Morning Star, Light of the World, the
Faithful and Yrue Witness, Bishop of Souls, Great Shepherd of
the Sheep, Head of the Church, Lord of all, Heir of the Uni-
verse, the Resurrection and the Life, the Son of Man, the Alpha
and the Omega, the Beginning und the End, the Amen, &c. &ec.
&e. Snchis the Christian’s King, whose assistance in all these
characters, offices, and relations, as exhibited under all these
figures, is guaraniied to himin the Constitution. Indeed it is all
expressed in one promise—‘¢ I will be your God, and you shall
be my people.”

2. It is guarantied that ‘¢ their sins and iniquities are to
be remembered no more.” ¢¢ Thereis no condemnation to themn
who are under Christ.”” ¢¢ Sin shall not have dominion, nor
lord it over them.” The Lord imputeth to them no sin. They
are all pardoned, justified, and saved from sin.

3. They are adopted into the family of God ; made sons
and daughters of the Lord Almighty ; children of God, and heirs
—joint heirs with Christ. They have an Advocate in the hea-
vens, through whom their persons and prayers are accepted.

4. , They all know the Lord. ** All thy children”shall be
taught of God.”” The Holy Spirit of God writes the law of God
upon their hearts, and inscribes it upon their understanding : so
that they need not teach every one his fellow-citizen to know the
Lord, * for they all know him from the least to the greatest.”
They are all sanctified through the truth—separated and conse-
crated to God.

5. They have the promise of a resurrection from the dead,
and eternal life ; an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and
unfading—new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness
alone shall dwell forever.

Such are the constitutional rights and privileges of the citi-
zens of the kingdom of heaven. And these have obtained for
them the following titles and honors :—*¢ Kingdom ot heaven :
* Israel of God ; chosen generation ; body of Christ ; children
ot God ; habitation of God ; family of God; Jerus:lem from
above ; Mount Zion ; peculiar people ; the elect of God ; holy
nation ; temple ot the Holy Spirit; house of God ; city of the
living God ; pillar and ground of the truth ; living stones ; seed
of Abraham ; citizens of heaven ; lights of the world ; salt of
the earth ; heirs of God ; joint heirs with Christ, &c. &c. &e.

These privileges, honors, and emolnwments belong to every
citizen of the kingdom of heaven. Indeed, they are all compre-
hended in the sum.nary which Paul (from Jeremiah) lays be-
fore the believing Hebrews :—*¢ This is the constitution which
I will make with the house of Israel after those days : 1 will put
my laws into their mind, and inscribe them upon their hearts ;
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be 1. me a people.
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And they shall not teach every man his fellow-citizen, aud every
man his brother, saving, Know the Lord ; for all shall know me,
from the least ofthem to the greatest of them ; because [ will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities §
vill remember no more.” (Hebrews viii, 10-13) To this sum-
mary the reader may add these scriptures as confirmatory of the
above. (Rom. vi. 5,6, Ik viii. 1,33-39. 1 Cor.vi. 11. Eph.
i. 7. ii.,6, 19, 21, 22, Col. i. 13, 14, 1 Peter ii, 5-7. «
Peteri. 10, 11, 1 John ii. 2.

EXTRACTS FROM VAN DYCK'S *‘ €HRISTIAN UXION.”

CHAPTER VII.~THE MEANS FOR RESTORING THE UNITY
OF THE CHURCII.

Continied.

* 3 * * * * *

vit, Let us return to the primitive mode of veading the Scrip-
tures.

“To prepare the way for the abolition of sect, it isindispen-
sably necessary that we read the Holy Scriptures as they were
read inthe primitive agesof Christianity. The constant and prayer-
ful reading of the Bible, and the whole ofthe Bible, is the principat
means of preserving an harmonious faith among believers. In
the present condition of the Church, we have as many standards
of doctrinal beliefas there are denominations of Christians ; and
so long asthe present idolatrous attachment to these human stand-
ards continues, Christians must always remain divided in sen-
timent and action. They cannot read the Bible in simplicity,
because they read in the light of the standards of the Church of
which they are members ; and differing as those standards do
from one another, what is light to a Christian of one denomina-
tion, is darkness to his brother of another denomination. It was
not so in the primitive ages of the Church. They allowed no o-
ther standard of faith or practice than the inspired writings ; and
the Reformers who had been taught of God the sufficiency of the
Scriptures, under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, to enlighten
and sanctify the Christian, helieved ‘¢ that the doctrine of the Bi-
ble is most perfect and complete,” and heing fully persuaded of
the fallacy of the Popish doctrine of the rule of faith and judge
of controversy, they taught that ¢ neither may we compare any
writings of men, though ever so holy, with those divine Scrip-
tures ; nor ought we to compare custom, or the great multitude,
or antiquity, or succession of tim~s, or persens, or councils, de-
erees, or statuates, with tho truth of God, for the truth is above
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il ; for all men are of themselves liars, and more vain than vani-
ty itsell”

This is in perfect accordance with the dictates of'sound rea-
son, and is sanctioned by the Saviour himself. Ifow solicitous
was he to guard his Disciples against receiving for doctrines the
commandments of men, and listening to the traditions of the
Scribes and Elders ! Did he not forbid his Disciples to call any
man their master, on the ground that they had but one Master in-
Heaven ? e alone hasthe authority and wisdom to govern the
judgment of his rational creatures. We may not call any man or
body of men our masters, and it isthe privilege, as it is the duty
of every Christian, to exercise his own understanding as to the
meaning of the Scriptures. * # * #

We beg leave to close this head with an extract from a late
work. ¢ Tho study of the Scriptures, in their native simplicity,
and without the intermixture of the technical language of theolo-
gians, and of party opinions, would be of vast importance inre-
ligion. It would convince the unbiassed inquirer how little foun-
dation there isin the Scriptures themselves, for many of those
disputes about metaphysical dogmas which have rent the Chris-
tian world into 2 number ot shreds and patches, and produce jea~
lousy and animosity, where love and affection should have ap-
peared predominant. Hewould soon be enabled to preceive that
the system of revelati n chiefly consists of a series of important
facts, connected with the dispensations of God towards our race,
and interwoven with a variety of practical and interesting truths,
and that the grand design of the whole is to counteract the eflects
of moral evil, to display the true character of Deity, to promote”
iove to Ged and man, to inculcate the practice of every heaven-
Jy virtue, and to form mankind into one harmonious and affection-
ate society. Fe would find none of the technical terms and
phraseology which the schoolinen and others have introduced into
their systems of theology,. nor any of those anathemas which one-
sectary has so frequently levelled at another, appliedto any one,
excepting to those who do not love our Lord Jesus ir sincerity.’””

ON THE ELDER’S OFFICE.
No. 3.
OF THE- QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDER'S.
The names Paslors, Teachers, Bishops, and Elders, are der'
scriptive of the same persons and office.  They are distinguish~

ed from the extraordinary teachers, namely, Apostles, Prophets,
and Evangelists. Eph. iv. 11. When Paul enjoins Titus ¢t
r
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ordain Elders in every city,” he adds, ‘ For a Bishop must be
blameless.” Titusi. 5. 7. In Actsxx. 7. we are inforined he
sent to Ephesus, and called the Elders of the Church, to whom
he addresses himself, verse 28, ‘¢ Take heed to yourselves and
all the flock over which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers,”
(eriskorous,) the same word which is translated Bishops.

These different names, however, although they signify the
same persons and office, are, taken together, exceedingly de-
scriptive of the qualifications which those ought to possess who
occupy the Pastoral office. The term Teacher gives usthe idea
of extensive knowledge of God’s will, and some ability to com-
municate that knowledge for the instruction and edification of a
Church of Christ. The word Pasior is of more extensive signifi-
cation, and at once exhibitsa character,” not only able to feed the
people of God with the wholesome words of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but of tender care to heal, protect, lead, and defend the Church
of God, and to go before believers as an example of purity. Bi-
shop or overseer affords us much the same idea, with this differ-
ence, that it rather respects oversight and rule.

1. Elder is a term, when applied to a Pastor of a Church,
not only expressive of the qualities just mentioned, but which
has particular relation to age, wisdom, prudence, and experi-
ence. It is certainly in allusion to the Elders of Israel, that
Christian Pastors have obtained that name. Exod. iii. 16.—
Num. xi. i6. Every part of the description given us of the
qualifications of a Pastor, evidently supposes some advancement
in age or in the qualities of age. He must have a good report of
them thiat are without. # * *ox *

Such a character isnot usually acquired in youth ; it isthe
fruit of some standing in society. Xe must be such a one as
rules his own house well, having his children in subjection, with
all gravity. To be the father of children capable of admonition,
and under proper government, not only suppeses some advance-
ment in life, but also the exercise of such qualities, as authority,
wisdom, prudence, patience, gentleness, and meekness, with-
out which no man can be fit for the Pastoral office. ** Forifa man
know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of
the Church of God ?”’ * * * * #

The same evils, orsay defects in his character, which allow
his children, and others under his immediate care, to do what is
right in their own eyes, will, in process of time, bring anarchy
into the Church of Ged, if he is a ruler in it.

It is also said, that a Pastor must not be a novice ; that is,
one newly converted. The reason is oLvious—such a one wants:
that knowledge, growth in graces, and experience, which fit a
person for so important an office. One advanced in years may,
indeed be a novice ; but it is plainthatthe Apostle, by asserting
that a novi¢e ought not to be a Pastor, means to say, thata Pas
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tor, ought to be a respectable, established Christian character,
which cannot be said of young men who know as yet little experi-
mentally of the way of God. We mustthen conclude that the El-
ders of'the first Church were such for respectability, wisdom, and
experience, as Paul teaches Timothy and Titus they ought to be.
Nor does it appear that the Pastoral office will be properly filled,
till attention be paid to what the Holy Spirit says respecting Pas-
tors in these respects.

However, it does not seem proper to say, that aman could
not be a pastor without being the father of a family.  The spirit
of the Apostle’s rule is, that he be a man of wisdom, prudence,
and respectability. Nevertheless, it is surely best, that pastors of
churches be the heads of families in preference to others, if their
qualifications are in other respects equal, that, as examplesto
the flock, they may practise every relative duty. It is certainly
preposterous to reverse, as is generally done, the Apostle’s rule:
instead of appointing fathers in Christ to the Elder’s office, it is
common to find novices in it, who have almost every thing to
learn, especially as to the government of a church of Christ.—
Let them have all the gifts and experience which their age and
standing admit, yet they are in danger of being lifted up with
pride; and falling into the snare of the devil. It is lamentable to
relate how such have fallen a prey to precipitancy, self-will,
affectation, love of novelty, and a haughty overbearing turn,
which a few years experience in the way of the Lord would have
discovered and cured. * * * * *

Moreover, it is peculiarly hurtful when such are set over
churches singly and alone. A church indeed must be very ill-
managed, when its important affairs are putinto the hands of one
ruler, and that ruler a novice. It is, indeed, surprising how
any who value the right management of Chrisi’s house should
fail into this error. Similar conduct in the common affairs of
men would justly be the subject of ridicule. Would any master
of a vessel commit the helm into the hand of'an unskilful seaman?
or would government set a raw undisciplined officer at the head
of an army ? # * * * * *

Nor can it be supposed that this turning of things upside
down, would ever have been thought of, except that, both in
idea and in fact, preaching had been accounted nearlyithe whole
duty of the elder’s office. ~ Let our young bret.ren preach the
gospe! of Christ as much as in them lies, and do all the good
which their gifts will admit ; but let us have men of experience,
wisdom, prudence, patience, and humility, to take the oversight
of our souls in the ways of God.

If it be said, ‘¢ There are young men who possess all the
qualities of advanced age and experience.””> Well, if that appear,
which it is presumed very rarely occurs, we know of no objection
against such occupying the Elders office. It is necessary, how-
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ever, to repeat, that it is very seldom these qualities are found,
except in persons somewhat advanced in age and in the way of
God. LS * 3 #® * ES
An Elder must excel in humility, meekness. and paticnee
not lifted up with pride, but patient. He wust be calm and dis-
passionate: ‘‘ not seclf-willed, not soon angry, no brawler, no
striler, but sober and just.” He must be temperate in the en-
Joyment of lawful objects, and dead to the pleasures, profits. and
honors of this world. “ Not given to wine ; not greedy of filthy
jucre ; not covetous, bhut temperate, and given to hospitality.”
He must also possess a considerable degree of Spirituality of
mind ; love to the cause and people of Christ ; *° vigilant, holy,
alover of good men—holding fast the faithful word ” fw’dmﬂ' the
flock, watching for souls, aud supporting the weak. In a .\'oxd
his faith and conversation are to be such, that the saints over
whom he presides, may with joyful imitation follow them; “* whose
faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.” #* #
1V. To fit aman for the Elder’s office, it is necessary that
he also possess gifts for teaching and ruling. He must be *“ apt
to teach,” ¢ able by sound doctrine both to exhort and convince
the gainsayers.” ‘The gift of teaching necessarily implies an ex-
tensive acquaintance with the word of God. *¢ All Scriptures is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for inslruction in righteouvsness ; that the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.’” 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. Knowledge of the Scriptures is in-
dispensably necessary for an Elder of 2 Church. If he does nat
generally excel those over whom he presides, it is by no means
hikely that he will edify theirsouls. This is another powerful rea-
son why a Pastor should not he one lately converted. Young
Christiaus certainly do understand the things that belong to their
salvation ; but the Bible is not learned in many of its parts ina
short time. It needs study, much meditation, and prayer. * ¥
It is not, all the learning that this world can afford, that
can make up the want of bein«r taught in the faithful word. Itis
an extensive knowledge of the Scnptnré‘s which renders a man
“apt te teach.” By “sound doctrine contained in them, heis
both to exhort and convince the grinsayers. Mighty in the
‘§(uptures is a quality that can by no means be wanting m the
Xlder of a Christian Church. * *
V. Gilts for ruling must also be p0$sess¢=d “If a man
know not how to tule his-own house, how shall he take care of
the church of God 2 The endowment for ruling is not that art-
ful cunning whereby men.may project and execute plsns to man-
age and c: qole those under their care. No. Ifthis be the wis-
dom ol management for which aiy mau s famous, ' he is unwar-
thy of the Elder's office. Christ rules over an enlightened and
willing peeple.  The authority which Elders have over their
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Frethren in the Lord, must resemble his in this particular.—
Their gitts for government must be the open, tender, patient,
avise, pmuuut, and authoritative care which a loving parent ex-
ercises towards his einldren,  And if a man does not discover
these qualities in the management of his own house,, how shall
de goveran the church of God ? * * ® *

Betore coneluding these remarks on the qualifications for the
Elder’s office, it is necessary to obserse, that although nore is
it for it, altogether destitute of any of them, yet that it is seldomn
found that auy one posa.se.eb them all in the same degree.—

Some pn»es~ one or more of them enminently, and are not d":tl.u!e
of the rest, although not conspicuous for them in any great degree
others excei in those very qualifications for which these ure not
conspicuous, while they are not altogether deficient in ti:¢ other
qualities. ‘That a person does not possess them all in an equal
degree is no reason for rejecting himn; it only discovers the ne-
cessity of having others joined with hini in office, who may exce?
in those quelifications for which he is by no means remarkable.

It 1s also worthy of notice that Churches may labour under
great tgnorance of the qualifications proper for their edification,
by an improper compan:on of their state with that of other
Churches. * * # * *

It is obvious, at first sight, that such are the different situa-
tions ofthe Churches of (Jurmt that.a man might be an able and
aiseful Xlder in one Church, that could scarcely occupy tiat
office with any propriety in another. And this, it is persumed,
will ever be the case, so lonyg as there is such a disparity of im-
provement between one Church and another. 1 mean improvc-
ament chiefly in literature and civilized life. * =

And here it is worthy of deep attention, that whenever
Christ gathers together a Church, he will amply besiow on that
Ll)urch within itself, ail those gilts proper for its own edification,
and the diffusion of the l\nowledge of salvatien in the place which
that Church occupies, if attention be paid to the mutual exercise
of all the gifts in it for edification. If this remark be founded in
truth, as theamhorﬁrmly believes it is, then, instead of Churches
grasping at men of the first talents, ifthey have any hope of
obtaining them, their manifest duty is to look up to Jesus, who
has ascended on high to give gifts to men, that they themselves
may come behind in no gift proper for their own edification, or
the dlﬂ‘usmu of the truth 1 m the place wluch he has assn‘ned them.

#

In Judfrmrr then, of the qualifications ﬁt for the Elders
office, let it be carefully noticed, that each’Church of Christ is
to _]udge of qualifications proper, not for anothier Church, but for
zlse{f If this be well attended to, and if'it be a fact that Jesus
bestows on crery Church of his, by a due attention to the excrcise
of gifts for mutual edification, every qualification necessary for



134 The Right of Private Judgment.

its improvement, then the inference is plain, that every Church,
after due time has been taken to ascertain which of its members
excel most iu the qualifications fit for the Elder’s office, ought
to chose such persons for that office. And we may rest nssured,
that these, in the end, will be found the most useful Pastors that
that Church could have obtained. But this subject requires a
greater degree of attention.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER,
ON THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT,

Dear Friexp,

I have olten admired that dedication to the Porg, which is
prefixed to a piece of Sir Ricnafp Sreere’s, entitled, The
arcount of the stare of the Roman Carnovric Religion throughout the
World, &c.— Your Holiness,”? says the writer, ‘* is not, per-
haps, aware how near the Churches of us Protestants have at
fength come to those privileges and perfections which you boast
of as peculiar to yourown. The most sagacious persons have
a0t been able to discover any other difference befween us, as to
ahe main principle of all doctrine, government, worship, and dis-
cipline, but this one—that yon CANNOT err in any thirg you defer-
anine, and we nevr po.  This is, inother words, you are infulli-
ble, and we always i theright. We cannot but esteem the advan-
¢age to be exceedingly on our side, in this case, because we have
all the benefils of inwavLLIBILITY, withoutthe ahsurduy of pretend-

ing to it, and without the uneasy task of maintaining s point so
shockm«r to the understanding of mankind.”

This is not a libel—this is a satire—the worst is, this satiri-
cal stroke is true. The Church of Rome refuses the Scriptures
to the people—some Protestant Churches grant the sight of the
book, but retain the meaning. Can you see anv difference ?—
Search ot not search, read or nat read, {he sexse is FIXED—
il is of the PERIL of your preferment o vary.

Whence Church governors pretend to derive this right, does
not signify. It can neither be derived from the nature of Chris-
tianity , the doctrine or practice of Christ or his Apostles, the con-
dition of man in a state of nature, his condition as a member of
society subject to m'unalracy # * #* *

No mean can be lawful in itself, which destroys the end for
which it was appointed. Now the end to be obtained is the es-

tablishment of Christianity. But how can the depriving men of
the right of private Judfrment be a lawful mean of obtaining that
end, seeing Christianity is personal obedience to the laws of
Chrjst, arising from a conviction of their excellency, and their
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conncction with certain facts, of whose certainty evidence is given,
which evidence, to be received, must be examined? Christianity
proposes truths of speculation, and truths of practice. If men
can exumine and ascertain the first by proxy, why uot cbey the
last in the same manner 2 But who can love or fear, believe or
hope, by substitution !

Ifto deny the right of private judgment be destruction of the
nature of Christianity in general, itis more remarkably so of the
Christianity of reformed Churches. The right of private judg-
ment is the very foundation of the reformation, and without es-
tablishing the former in the fullest sense, the iatter can be no-
thing but a faction in the state, a schism in the Church. * *

‘The Reformers were not to blame for exercising the right
of private judgment themselves—their fault was a denial of the
same Tight to others. They had the highest authority for what
they did, deriving it from the doctrine and example of Christ
and his Apostles.

Take one, two, or more, of our Saviour’s doctrines, and
ask, what magic can there be in subscribing them withoul exams
nafion ?  Himself never proposed such a thing, but on the con-
trary, exhorted his heavers fo search the Scriplures—a strange
mmpertinence, unlessthe right of private judgment be allowed.

Nor did he only exhort the people to judge for themselves,
but he also warned his Disciples not to usurp that right. “¢Call
no man your Father upon the earth, neither be ye called mas-
ters.””—Neither impose your opinions upon others, nor suffer
them io impose theirs upon you.

Had Jesus Christ considered the right of private judgment
in any unlawful light, he would have first instructed Herod, or
Caiphas, or some ofthe principal Rabbies, and by them he would
have converted the nation. Butinstead of that, he condemnsthe
doctripes of Church governors, and addresses his sermons ad
populum, gives it as a proof of his mission, that the gospel was
preached lo the poor, and constantly protects his followers in the
exercise of the right of private judgment. * * *

The Apostles, worthy followers of such a Master, wentinto
all nations, preaching a doctrine which no Church governors uporr
earth believed. Did they deny the right of private judgment?—
Ifthey had, their expeditions would have been in the Quixotic
style. Did St. Paul write to Corinth, *1 spea as to wise men:
judge ye what Isay?” Did he write to Rome, ‘‘ Let every man
be fully persuaded in his own mind ?” Every body understood
this. The popalace at Birea, men and women, ¢ searched the
Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”” The students
at Athens desired to know what the new docirine was, of which the
Apostle spake, for the purpose of search, nodoubt. The magis-
trates, at Gallio, declared themselves, no judges in such matlers.
And hence the amazing success of his preaching ; He reasoned
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w the synagogue every Sashath day.  Vho can account for ali’
this, without the right of private Judzment ?

Consider the condition of man in a state of rature, and you
will zeadxly grant either thut a-right of determining for himself,
s 10 mun’s or every man’s rmht Vindicate the right to one,
and you do it to two; fo two huudlcd to two thous.md to the
whole world : tor all, in a state of nature, are on a level. There
3s neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, prince norsubject—ithe
vight of one, argued fromn his nature, is the right of all.—
Whether men forleit this right in a state of seciety, is another
question,

A Christian not only cannot, but ought not if he could, dis-
pose of this right, because not only he cannot be a Chustmn
without its e\ermae, but all the purposes. of eivil governmenl ma»
be answered without it. The power of the magistrate is an arti-
cle of importance enough to demand - a particular discussion ; but
¥ would only inquire for the present, whether, if this right, or

advantage of private judging, bad been denied to other classes
of men, “the world would not have sustained infinite damage ?

Choose of the mechanical arts, ov ofthe sciences, which you
please ; place it in the state it was seven hundred or five
hundred, or two hundred years ago; let its then‘prcsent state be
defined, its ne plus ulire (Its utmost bounds) determined ; let all
future search be probibited, and what an innumerable mulmude
of useful discoveries are men deprived of ? * *

Hasnot all Europe pitied the fate of Copernicus, and Gahleo,
the fathers of modern Astronomny?  The first kept the work neax
forty years, before he dared to publuh it, and died immediately
after it was presented ; the persecution he dreaded, being the
supposed cause. As to Galileo, he was charged with heresy -
first, for affirmingthat the sun was in the centre : second, that
the earth was not in the centre, but had a diurnal motion. His
works were burut, and hxmselﬁmprssoned Upon being released,.
was enjoined a pennance, of repeating once a week, for three
years, the seven penitential pcalms ; as ifthe seven pemtenua.v
psalns said any thing about Gaiiieo’s crime. But these are
some of the fruits of denying the right of private judgment. The
Pope, the sole judge, was pleased to think that these discoveries.
in Geography and Astronomy, clashed with certain doctrines
established inthe Church. What a condition would all Christen-
dom have been in by this time, had not this extravagant claxm
been denied, and the right of pnvate judgment established,
arts and sciences I—All the received systems of Music, Astrono-
my, Physic, and all other arts and sciences, were originally
private opinions! Probably they would have been so still, had:
the inventors been prohibited publishing, or the public from ex-
amining and receiving them. But now “mankind form into socie~
ties, impart their own discoveries, offer rewards to other inven-
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torg, or improvers of arts and sciences! And what folHows
what might be expected—the perfection of science ! * x

The word of Revelation, like the works of nature, presents
objects to view ; but objects to be examihed and understood ; and.
how can this be, without the right of private judgment 7 You
say the scriptures give a perfect acrount of the nature of God—
the nature of men-~the vanity of the life that now is—and the cer~
tainty of another life that is to come ! - But how is another man.
to know this, unless youw will allow hinr to examine and deter-
mine for himself ? 1t may be a perfect rule—it may be a subor-
dinate rule—it may be a false rule—it may be no rule at al, for
any thing he kn-ws, who must not examine, or if he examiner, -
must not determine ! For to retain the meaning is to retain the
book ; and there is no real differenice; in denying the examinati-
on, and denying the conclasion. You know the story of Father
Fulgentio, preaching at Venice, on Pilate’s question, ¢ What is
truth 2 He told his hearers, that at last, after many searches,
He had'found it out ; and held out @ New TESTAMENT, and said
that rrere if wes IN HIS HAND-!  And thenhe put it in his
pocket, and coldly said, ‘ the book is rroninirep.” Now what
great difference would there have been, if he had said, you may
read the book, butits true meaning is prohibited!  # *

An objection 1s, that this will open a door for uld serts of here-
sies, and the truth will be oppressed, and disappear. Indeed !
And is truth such a timorous. cowardly thing? What idle fears
are these ! Should an honest man be taxed with dissoluteness
and impiety, and should any prepese to him a fair trial before
impartial judges, would he be frightened at it, think you >—
Christianity 1snotto be loaded with calumnies—-she is so already
~—her oniy hope is-a fair trial ! * o= * * »

CumsErLaND River, March 31, 1833,
A. CAMPBELL, TO DR. JAMES H. OTEY,
RISHOP OF TENNESSEE,

LETTER 2
My Dear Siv,

Though Bishop Onderdonk inscribes upon his:banner, ¢ To
the Law and lo the Testimony,” when he comes to the great and
main issue—to the very jet of the controversy about Diocesan Bi-
shops—he gravely says, ‘The name Bishop, whieb now desig-
nates the highest grade in the ministry, is not appropriated to
that office in Scripture. That name is there given to the middle
order (Elders) or Presbyters ; and all that we read in the New
Testament concerning Bishops (including, of eourse, the word:
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overseers and oversight, which have the same derivation) is (o be
regarded as pertaining to that middle grade.”” (Page §2.) ‘T'he
Law and the Testimony, then, are on one side, and Mr. Onder-
donk on the other. The' word Bishop, in the New Testament,
represents not the office for which he pleads: for he candidly
says in that book, it means nuo more than an Elder ofthe Church.
But he adds, “ The highest grade is there found in those called
Apostles.”  Apostles, Bishops, and Deacons are the three grades
found in the New Testament—the three Jpiscopal grades are
called Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons.

But the most remarkable concession which the Bishop makes,
and one which does the highest honor to his candor, remains to
be quoted. ¢ It was afler the apostolic age,’’ says he,  that the
name Bishop was taken from the second order and appropriated
to the first, as we learn fromn Theodoret, one of the I'athers.”—
(Page 12.) :

These concessions are, in my jvdgment, fatal to the cause
of three orders ot officers in the Christian Church, and fatal espe-
cially to the cause of Diocesan Episcopacy. Only, my dear Sir,
consider how much is containeéd in the facts stated. The facts
are—

1 Bishop and Elder represenicd the same office in the
apostolic age.

2. After the apostolic age Elders lose the name Bishop,
or it is taken from them altogether ; and

3. Those divinely called Apostles being dead, a class of
officers occupy their place under the name which was violently
taken from the FElders ; and now the Bishop is a successor, not
of the first Bishops, but of the Apostles'! Of what use, then,
is ‘“the law”’ or ¢ the testimony,” seeing the names are changed,.
and a new appropriation unknown inthat volume, has superse-
ded the sacred style ?

Had your friend Doctor Onderdonk, or, rather, those who
introduced this new arrangement of three orders, retained the
ancient names of Apostles, Bishops, and Deacons, instead of
Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons, the debate would have been
simplified, the assumption would have been no less plausible, and
the main issue would have been much more intelligible to the
common people. )

I cannot agree with the author of ¢ Lpiscopacy tested by
Scripture,’ that * the name is nct worth a line of controversy.”’
The world is deceived by names and governed by names. Call
a shilling a crown, a captain a king, a master a lord, and there
is an end to all honesty and intelligibility.  If your Bishops are
Apostles, your Deacons Evangelists, and your Elders Priests,
you need not quote one passage from the New Testament.—
Bishop Onderdonk appears to have been senstble of this, or to
have felt the babelism of his style ; and, therefore, admonishes
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his readers that ¢ the rame is not worth a line of controversy !!”
Tt 1his be true of the name, it is truc of the thing.””  Shall we
say that the difference between a bishop of & church, and the
bishop of a stale is not worth a line of controversy !!

““ A rose,” you’ll say, ¢° under any other name will smel
as sweet.”” True ; but will an Apostle, under the name Bishop,
or a Bishop under the name Pope, be as acceptable and intclli-
gible to one who mukes his appeal exclusively to the law and the
testimony ? Our maxim is, Call Bible things by Bible names—
for it is always safe ; and in all important matters if the name is
not in the Bible, the idea which it exactly represents will not be
found there. Call Timothy and Titus Diocesun Bishops, and we
now would understand them in the full import of these words ;
but as they are not so designated by the Apostles, we are confi-
dent that the designation suits not their work vor office, more
than the word Sullan designates the Governor of Pennsylvania,

But it is not because a new name hasbeen adopted, that we
demur, This would have beea comparatively innocent and harm-
less. You may call the thing called rose, by a new name ; you
may call it dulcissima, if you please; but should you take its ap-
propriate name and applyit to a poppy, you would bewilder and
distract, and might grossly deceive the whole community.

In my first letter to you I had occasion to say that all your
writers, as far as known to me, assume that succession in office,
by regular descent from ‘the Aposties, is a part, an essential
part of the Christian institution, and essential to the valid ad-
ministration of its ordinances. But this is not the only assump-
tion in the ground work of Diocesan Episcopacy. Vou assume
three orders in the Primative Church, making the” Apostles them-
selves an order in the Church distinet from the Bishops and
Deacons. Ifthis should prove an assumption, it will be as fatal
to the constitution of your Church as the preceeding. Might
not one say, there are seven orders in the Church—A postles!, Pro-
phets, Evangelists, Teachers, Directors, Bishops, Deacons,
for ihe same reason that Bishop Onderdonk asserts three 2 The
Apostles were in and of themselves all orders—not one of three,
but three in one. They were for a time Bishops, Deacons,
and every thing else that the Church in its infancy required.—
They served tables in Jerusalem, and distributed to every one
as he had need. 'They presided in the congregations, and per-
formed all the duties afterwards distributed amongst the Bishops,
Deacons, aud Brethren.

Indeed, when the nature of a community—of any commu-
nity—is better understood than it yet genecrally appears to be,
it will be unnecessary to elaborate arguments to shew that there
never can be in any society but two distinct offices in reference
to its usefulness and happiness—the office of presiding, i. e. in-
structing and directing ; and the office of ministering, 1. e. of ex-
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ecuting all the wishes of'the community. No two words betior
axpress these two offices than the words selected in the New In-
stitution ;— Bishops and Deacons, or Overseers and JHinisters.—
Mauy individuals may partake of one or both of these oflices,
-acecording to the dimeunsions and relations of the community ; but
how numerous socver the persons employed, the offices are hut two.

Our, and all political governments in civilized countries,
:have throe departments—the Legislative, the Judicial, and the
Exccutive.  In the Christian community Jesus is Lawgiver and
Judge—his Apostles announce his laws and statutes—-and the
Executive part is all that belongs to the ordinary Communities,
built upon the foundation, nof of Bishops und Deacons, but of
Apostles and Prophets—Jesus himself the chief corner.

That the Apostles have successors in some sense, is also
assumed by all-the descendants of the Roman Hierarchy. Now
-with us, who take the Bible alane, a successor in office necessa-
aily fills the place of his-predecessor. .John Adams, Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, John Q. Adaws,
and Andrew Jackson, were constitutional successors of George
Washiugton, first President ofthe United States. Did not they
.all 6}l the same office 2 Where they not all functionaries of the
same authority ? So.of all the governors of all constitutional
-states—DMagistrates, Judges, Presidents of Universities, &c.
&e. If, then, you, my dear sir, and all your-co-ordinate Dio-
-cesan Bishops, are successors of the Apostles, youanust fill the
same office and possess the same authority. Vou cannot claim
-oune brauch of their authority, and disclaim -allithe other parts
and duties of their office. You are, or are not, their successors
an office. You are not half sucpessors, or .mere fragments of
Apostles, but you are Apostles of Christ.as Pauland Peter.

Bishap Onaderdouk most unfortunately alludes toa secondary
application of the word Apostle, without seemingsto discover that
at nullifies all his pretensions. Personsthat carried alns or con-
tributions from one communityto another, are-called ‘“.the Apos-
Ales”™ ofthat community, or of those Communities avhich sent
them. Of-this you will find unequivocal evidence, 2 Cor. viii.
23. Phil. ii. Successors of such Apostles we stil have, and
successors in full. But Bishop Onderdonk cannet even claim
#0 be.lke successor of any of these.  Did these Apastles ordain ?
How, then, will the Bishop’s conclusion stand ?—** Aposties
werce-distinguished from the Elders, because they were superior
1¢ them in miristerial power and rights.”” p. 18. .

The matter, as youmay readily preceive, stands thus:—The
ward Apastle means no more than one sent from, or by another,
an any business whalever. Qf Apostlos we have three.ovders, if
vou please, in the New Institution:—

L. Jesus Christ is the Apostle of God, and his only Apos-
e direct to the world, John xvii, 3, 8, 18, 21. xx. 21,
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2. The twelve attendants, eye and car witnesses of the Mes-
-si1ah, whom he comnmissioned first to the Jews ; and Paul, whom
he commissioned .to the Gentiles, are the Apostles of Jesus
Chist.

3. Those sent by men, by the Apostles of Jesus Christ, by
the Congregations of Christ—-are also Apostles of men—Apostles
of Apostles—Apostles of Churches. Of these were suchiagents
as Timothy, Titus, Sylvanus, Andronicus,.Juaia, and the apos-
lolot loon ecclesioon, found in the Epistles.

‘The.last class may have-successors, but not by Ordination,
but from Mission. Jesus Christ, God’s -Apostle to the world,
‘bad no successor—has no Vicar. The twelve Apostles of the
Lamb--the Apostles of Christ, have no successors.  Z'he Jpos-
tles appuinted by thew, or by men, or by one or more Churcies,
never were an order. by themselves ; and, therefore, could have no
successors by descent and ordination. We have still such officers
amongst us—when any thing is to be .done abroad, which the
Bishops and Deacons cannot perform, because extra-official to
their .duties—they being permancat and stationary officers of one
-single Congregation,

I have too much confidence in your good sense and discrimi-
nation, and especially in your Biblical attainments, to doubt thot
you will preceive the Doctor’s argument is in ruins, the above
remarks and observations being founded on incontrovertible facts
and documents, obviousto.all men of intelligence, who will ex-
amine a-Greek New Testament, or a good translation.

As these Letiers may be read by many persons of limited in-
formation and attainments, ;and as 1 intend, before I dismiss the
snbject, to examine every thing of note advanced by your breth-
ren on this question ; and also to make all ‘men see what isthe
Scripiural order of the Christian Communities called Churchee
—1I will beg your indulgence to my otherwise too great plainness
of speech. And should you on any point«iffer from me, or
‘think my arguments inconclusive, it will give me great pleasure
-to lay before my readers any thing you may have the goodness
1to write on the subject.

Most respectfully, Iremain, &ec.

Cecic.—The simple and unprejudiced study of the Bible is
‘the death of religious extravagance. Many read it under a par-
ticular bias of mind. They read books written by others under
the same views. Their preaching and conversation run in the
same channel. If they could awake themselves from this state,
and come to read the whole Scriptures, from every thing which
they could find there, they would start as from a dream—amazed
at the humble, meek, forbearing, holy, heavenly character,
of the simple Religion of the Scriptures to which in a greater or
lgse degree, their eyes had been blinded.



12 7 will think aboul it
“ I WILL THINK ABOUTIT.”

Well, that is better than nothing, for thought often begeis
freling, teeling conviction, conviction conversion, and conver-
sion leads to God.

You will think about it! And iz that all you will do? Tlad
vou mountains of gold or hills of silver, they would be lighter
than vanity, when balanced against the value of the soul. Its
price is above rubies, whether it is weasured by the cost of its
redemption, the cternity of its duration, or its boundless capa-
cities of pleasure or pain.

Have you half a million at stake, and it were doubt{ul whe-
ther you would gain or lose it, would fou do nothing but think
about it I Or were you invited by an Angel to spend next week
m heuven, thesre to eat of the tree, and drink of the water of
life, there to behold uncreated glory, andsing the ¢“ new song,”
wonld you do nothing more ? You have more than half or a
whole million at stake, and the probability is that you will Josc
all.  Next week you may be a glorified spirit, or a spirit lost ;
and all you will do is to think about it!

Felix did just so. He thought while Paul preached, he
thought after ke sent him away, and he thinks still. O, could
you hear him thisk. ‘‘How have I hated instruction and despised
reproof 27

And sodid the rich young man.  Christ told him to sell what
he had, to give to the poor, and tollow him. But he thought of
lis morality, of his money and went away sorrowful. He went
away to think about it. And there was another rich man who
thought. He thought about his farms, and his fruits, of pulling
down his small barns and building greater. He thought of much
goods, and of many years, of case, of eating, and drinking,
and being merry. And he thought of his Soul just enough to
promise it what was-not his own, just as Satan promised Jesus.
And God thought too. He thought to call bim a fool, and de-
mand bis Soul that very night.

And you wifl think about it ! I know you will. DBut when?
WWhile it is an excepted time, and aday of Salvation ? While
God calls, Christ invites, the Spirit strives, and Conscience
warng, while

: Merey is found and pezce is given !’
When 2 When discase has turned vour cheek pale ; dimmed
the luster of your eye; weakened if not destroyed your mind,
and is fast cutting the cords of life ?

You will think about it ! I koow it. And I wish you to
do it while thought will be of real value. A convict on being re-
moved {rom one prison to another, was asked, how he liked bis
new home. Not at all was the reply.  Are you not clothed and
fed us well here ¥ Yes, better.  {s your labor harder 7 No,
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not so hard.  Are you not treated with kindness? Yes. Then
why not like it 2 Because 1 am allowed to speak to no one. )
go to the table to sit and think. I go about my work all duy to
think. And at night the iron door shuts me in my solitary cell
to think ! think !! think ! I 1 and I cannot endure it.

Ah ! he should have thought, before an iron necessity com-
pelled him so to do.  And so should you think seasonably, and
act too. It will be sad thinking in the prison of woe.

‘¢ Death at the farthest can’t be far :
Ah ! think before thou die.”

BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

Animal man, natural man, (psuchicos anthropos.) This
“term is first found in 1 Cor. ii. 14. and is rendered the natural
man, contrasted with the spiritval man. It occurs only six
times in the Christian Scriptures, and is translated in the com-
mon version by the following words, 1 Cor. ii. 14. natural. 1§
Cor. xv. 44, twice in this verse, and once in verse 46, in con-
nexion with body, translated nafural. James iii. 15. translated
sensual. Jude xix. applied topersons, sensual. Itisthree tines
applied to the body, whici is certainly animal ; onceto wisdom,
which is not natural wisdem ; and twice to the whole person.
Parkhurst defines it as signifying animal or sensual—as op-
posed to spiritual, and cites 1 Cor. ii. 14. James iii. 15. and
Jude xix. in proof of this. His second and last meaning of it is
animal, opposed to spiritual or glorified, and quotes 1,Cor. xv.
44, 46. as proof. We prefer animal, inthe passage first quoted,
for the animal man there spoken of, is supposed to be destitute
of all knowledge which comes by revelation, and withal so sen-
sual as to despise it. Locke also prefers animal to natural, in
this passage, and defines this animal and spiritual man, in the
following terms :—*¢ The animal is opposed to the spirifual man,
the one signifying a man who has no higher principles to build
on than those of natural reason ; the other, a man that founds
his faith and religion on divine revelation.”

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Berrin, TENNESSEE.

The reformation is still moving onward in this section. 1
have planted another Congregation this year. They number
about 50, mostly new converts. The Cliurches at Berez and
Cedar Creek are doing well. 'T'hey come together on the first
day of every week, to sing praise, offer up thanksgivings and
prayers, to read the Living Oracles, break the loaf, and remem-
ber the poor. J. E. SeEEr.
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« Poetry:
THE CLOUD OF WITNESSESY

Do they, indeed, surround our path, the high,
‘The Hoiy. ones, the Spirits whum we call
Deparied,- are they ofien by our sude,
At golden morn, or in the still, deep night'!
‘Fhey who have wash’d their robes, once alf impure,
‘Whiie in atoning blood, who walk ou. high
The Sapghire streets of heaven, and with sweet voices-
Jow in celestial song—do they come down,
From thrones and palaces of light, to linger
Invisible, *mid scenes of former love ?
Or from celes:ial hills look:-dowa t0 view
‘The homes that once wese their's of this dim earth ¥
Yes, they do mark our footsteps, as we glide .
On 10 their happy bowers-; oh ! when-we tura,
And look wih eyes ofgbnduess on tite world—
“Bhe: world of vanity—they pity us,’
Aund wonder how we ean, how once they could,
Bestow such love on its poor tiansciest shades !
Perchance into our softened bearts they whisper
Some tale of real joy, or picture fair,
To our mind's eye, some sceiie: of otlier lands,
Fo win us back-to heaven j:andthen their task,
Their holy 1ask, fulfitled,. they spread-their wings, -
And, swiiter. than a sunbeam, dart again
Up to its blessed-shores. . But when iliey mark
The beings whom they loved as their own souls,.
With bteady foot, and heavenward gazing eye,
‘Their upward course pursuing, gladness:thrille-
Even through their happy bosoma.

Not alone*

_ Do human spirits hover round this earth,—

Angelic creatures, all unseen, are walking

Amid our dwellings oft ; their holy footsteps

From many a peril guard ue, and their eyes

Behold our conduct—oh ! how strange they think- it
‘That beings, with immortal-souls like ours,

Should idly waste their energies subliine

On poorest trifles, and forget the prize

Of everlasting juy, to hunt some bauble,.

Some very vanity ¢ How: they admire

The riches of that wisdom, infinite;

And boundiess love, that at so kigh a cost
Reclaimed snch wretched creatures from their choices
And freely gave them, holiness and heaven !

But think my soul, of Him, that higher witaess,
Who ever compasseth thy path, whose eye

Surveye thine inmost thoughts,- and penetrates

The dark recesses of thy deepest heant,

Thy Saviour and thy Judge ! oh,let his presence
Duwvell in thy ever, ever wakeful coasciousness !,

We get a glimpse of true.wisdom, and know how we shouldh
live, perhaps-an hour before we die. <.
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