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DEBATES AND

PROCEEDINGS

‘OF THR

HOUSE OF

ASSEMBLY

oF

NOVA SCOTIA.

18€85,

THURSDAY, February 9.

The House met at two o'clock, and were
summoned by His'Excellency the Lieutenant
‘Governor to the Legislative Council Chamber
where heread the following
‘SPEECH:

Mr. President, and Ionorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Counctl :

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly ;

1. -It has been my good fortune, in other.portions
-of the British Empire, to have been brought in con-
tact, and to have enjoyed much ‘intercourse, with
Members of their Legistatures _‘Therecollections con-
mected therewith, und the resuits of such mutusal ac-
“sjuaintance, induce'me to lookforward with pleasure
‘to the estsblishment here of simtlar agreenble rela-
tions between Her Majesty’s Representative in Nova
Scotia and the Members of this Legislature,

‘2. Trejoice that our first meeting_l takes place at a
‘Thoment 8o auspicious tothe materigl prosperity of the
Province, that'I am enabled to congratulate you at
once on the late bountiful harvest, and on the unpre-
wedented increase of your revenue, as well as the re-
‘markable developraent of your most fmportant Ex-
ports and Imports.

8. This unusual

degree of prosperity is the more
-are invited to consider one of the gravest questiong—
Probably thegravest and most momentous question—
“ever submitted to the Legislature of this Frovince.
You are thus-enabled to bring to its consideration &
ereater amount of deliberate and calm reflection than
‘if-harassed by any disturbing pressure of lees fortun-
ate dircamstances.

$. At the opening of last Session, the Officer then
wdministering the Government alluded to the identit
of the interests of the British North American Marl-
time Provinces, and laid before you a proposal for
devising means of effecting their Union under one
Government, The consideration which you ther gave
to the question led to a resclution requesting the
Officer edministering the Government to aptpoint
Delegates, not exceedivg five in nymber, to confer on
that subject with Delegates from New Brunswick and
Prince Kdward Island.

6. It became my duty, on receiving permission from
Her Majesty's Government, to give effect to the Resor
lution. Therefore, with a view to a full and fair dis.
cnssion, 1 endeavored to bestow & natjonal character
on the.beiegatlon by requesting the aid of prominent
representatives of the two great leading parties in the
Province. I have directed the report presented to me

1

fortunite, dccurring, as'it-does, at the time when you -
fl ¥

by those yentlemen to ‘be ‘laid ‘bofore you; ‘you win
thence learn their reasons for deferring “the final con-
aideration of the subject, which you had submitted 10
them, till another proposal, which had been made in
the interim, had been first di?osed of, mamely, that
of a general Union of British North America; -

6.~ Whén invited by-the Governor General to send
Delegates to Quebet fo discuss that wider question, I
considered it my duty to obtain previously the con-
sent of Her Majesty’s Government, I then appointed,
on’behalf of this Provinee, the same gentlemen who
had represented her interests in the first Conference,
Thd second Conference commenced its sittings gat
(;luebec on the 10th QOctober, and did not concjude
them till the 29th of that month.

7. _The restit of their labors, proposing a Union of
British North America, on certain conditions embod-
ied in seventy-two Resolutions, has already been made
public, and will now be officially communicated to
you with all the correspond con d therewith.

8. The highast authority on such a subject, the
Celonial Minister of the Crown, has recorded bhis
opinion of the labors of the Delegates, and bas glven
them credit for the warmest sentiments ot loyalty, as
also fur conducting their deliberations with a patient
sagacity, which enabled them to arrive &t common
fpnclusions on the most involved and difficult ques-

ions.

9. 1 feel assured that, irrespective of any political
difference of opinion, such encomiums from such a
quarter, on British North American statesmen, must
be deegly atifying to that great body of Her Majes-
ty’s subjects, who are proud to identify themselves
with the welfare and reputation of these Provinces.

10. A copy of the Despatch of the Secretary of
State, containing those opinions, ard conveying the
general approval biy Her Majesty’s Government of
the Quebec Resolutions s “ the best frame-work of &
Ineasure o be passed * by the Imperial Parliament,”
for the purposes therein more fully adverted to, was
received by me on the 22nd December, and. my
orders was published the same day for general {nﬁm
mation. You have, therefore, beén for many weeks
iu possession of the views of Her Ma esty’s Govern-
ment, and the country has for a ‘stil longer period
enjoyed the opportunity for discnssing the expe: ney
of the project of Union. ' ]

31. 1tis not my provinee, and I have no mission
to do more than afford you the freestscope for conside-~
ration of & proposal which seriously involves our own
prospects, and in reference to which you should be
competent to interpret the wishes and determine the
true intarests of the country. ' Ifeel sssured, however,
that whatever be the result of your deliberations, you
will deprecate attempts to treat in a narrow spirit, or -
otherwise than with dispassionate careand rudence,
& question 80 broad, thatin reality it covers tge ground
of all parties and precludes it from bécoming the
measure of merely one Government or one paty,
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12. Inecd only observe further, without in the
leust intending thiereby to influence your nltimate de-
arminntion, that it is obviously convenient, if not
essential, for the Legislutures of all the Provinees
coneerned to obeerve uniformity in the mode of ag-
certaining their 1espective decisions on a guestion
common to all, I have, therefore, degired to be laid
before yeu some correspondence between the Gover-
nor Genesal and myrelt on that point,

13, Scareely less important or urgent is the gues.
tlon of tuternul defence. Much progress was made
last ?‘om‘ in the genérul enrolment of the Militin foree
of the colony, which numbered upwards of 65,000
men; of whom nearly 42,000 turned sut for inspection
and drill.  When the heavy, direct tax, paid by those
men and alse by tim Volunteers, both “in time and
labor, is considered, we must all feel that the country
owes them g special debt of gratitude,

14, Neverthieless, theugh they have exhibited much
military aptitwile, no adequate meany have yet been
taken to render effeetive the excellent materiaf of that
Jurge force.  Without arms, aecoutrelnenty, unifvrms,
or any advantuge execpt a few hows drill in each
year, o succeszicn of years similarly employed would
teach them little more, A step in advance is neces-
sary o fit them for the most ordinary service in the
ficld. This Province can no longer expect to contri-
bute for its defence only a fortieth part of the annual
disburkements of Her g\lujvrly‘ﬂ Commissarint chest
at Hulifux, Nor do 1 for a moment euppose you can
either expect or wi-h the ample freedom which you
enjoy here, to be always exempt from those honor-
able obligativns which its preservation entails else-
where.

.15, 1 have thercfore directed FEstimates to be pre-
pared for placing the Militia in a more eflicient stute,
and feel contident that whatever may be the neeessary
cost, you will regard the defence of the Country not
ay a burthen, but'a privilege and & sacred duty to be
cheerfully performed. '

Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of As-
gembly :

16. The L'ublic Accounts will also be submitted for
your inspection, and the General Estimates be pre-
pared with every attention to eccnomy which the
exigencies of 1he 'ublic Service permit,

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen oy the Le-

gistative Council:

Mr.ﬁpeakcr, and Gentlemen of the House ¢f Asgem-

y:

17. You will, I am satisfied, haveheard with regret
that procéedings zre in progress to terminate the Ke-
ciprocity Treaty, whicl has conferred such extensive
henefits on the'trade both of this Trovinee and the
neighboring States, whilst it has al<o essentially pro-
moted the most friendly relations Letween the two
countries. I have directed the corresponderce on
that subject to belaid before you,

18. Strougly impressed with the advantage of
making the great natural rescurces of this Cclony
better understoed in the principal commercial contres
of Furope, I have promised a limited amount ot aid
to a committee ot gentlemen who are now employed
in‘securing a due representation of this Frovince at
the Internationsl Exhibition to be held in Dublin
during the present year. I anticipate your hearty co-
operation in promoting such a national object, when
the papers upon this suljuet shall Lave been brought
under your consideration.

19. Some modilieation of the law passed lust Ses-
sion fur the Lelter encouragement ¢f Education will
be laid Lefore you, and no doubt ysu wiil gladiy en-
deavor to render more available and betier adspted
to the wants of the country, certain provisicns of a
measure which so materially concerns the education
of the great body of the pecple. I count on that im.
portant subject receiving the meost eulightened con-
sideration at your hands, . .

In accordance with the Act passed last Session
providing for the extension of the Railway to Picten,
thiat work yas put under contract, and will be cora-
pleted with'all possibladispatch. . .

21, Proposals for the construction of Railways to
the border of New Brunswick and to Apnapolis, will

alio require your conzideration, )

22, The grant of Iast Session on account of Saing
Peter's Canal has been expended, snd n full Report
ou that work will he laid before you at an early day.

23, 1 regret to be obliged to inform you that the
crowded stute of the Hospital for the Insane has
made it impossible to provide adequate accommoda-
tion for the care of those who unfortunately need an
asyluin of that description, T trast the appeal thus
made to the sympathy of the Legislature \\'ill lead to
the extension of an Institution so indispensablo.

S You wiid be gratitied to learn that the truffie on
the Yrovincial Raitways continnes to exhibit a mark-
ed and steady improvement over any previcus year,
and that theincreasing sale of the Crown Lands, and
extended working of the Coal and Gold Mines, alt
ovidence a high d: give of prosperity,

20, Those fortunate cire wncex, euhanced
they are by the continuance of peace, will no douis
facilitate your dhseharge of thove publie dutiey for
Which I have called you together, nnd mnst awaken
in ns all agrateful recognition of the iudulgent bounty
of that I'rovidence, which has bestowed so many bles-
sings on this Province,

26. [ now declare this Session opened.

Iaving returned to the Assemhly Room,
the Speaker read the Speech to thie House,
CHon, Prov, Sece, Inid on the table the elec-
tlmu writs tor the Counties of Annapolis and

icton,

Mr. Ray and Hon, James McDonald were
then presented and sworn in, in the presence
of Hon M. B. Almon, Hon, J. 1. Anderson,
and Hon, A. Keith, acting as Commissioners.

Dr o HastiroN laid on the table. pro forma,
a bill for the better protection of the estates
and rghts of married women,

ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS,

Mr. AULBACK, In moving the answer to
the address, sai The very great pleasure it
gives me in moving the answer to the speech,
with which His lxcelleney opened this Ses-
sion, iy greatly enhaunced by the opening re-.
marks of His IPxceilency in which heinformed
us of the nnprecedented inercise of our eve-
nue ag well as the remnrkable development
of our most important Xxports and Imports.

It aflords e great pleasurs to congratulate
the Government and the Country on having a
Iarge Revenue, which tends so much to main-
tain the contidence and strengthen the ties be-
tween Govermment and Country, ,

We, the Llepresentatives of the people, must
feel this state of things highly encouraging
to us as well as the Government, and 2 hap-
py relief frow the perplexities which attend an
empty chest. o

This unnsual degree of prosperity is the more
fortunite because it oceurs at o tixae, as His
Iixcelleney has heen pleased to remark, when
we are invited to zonsider the greatest ques-
tion ever submitted to this Legislature, the
Union of British North America,

This question has engaged the attention of
the leading public men for mwore than half a
century, not enly in those Colonies, but in
England ; and the subject years ago, and on
several oceasions was brought to the conside-
ration of the Legislature by our leading pub-
lic men of all parties. We are now invited by
1lis Excellency to the serious consideration of
this gquestion embodied in seventy-two resolu-
tions ; the framers of which have received the
hizhest praise in England from the Colonial
Minister of the Crown, for the ability display-
ed, and for the warm sentiments of loyalty
and attachment felt for the mother coun-
try. We maust all, I think, highly approve. of.

i
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the manner in which His Excellency has
brought this great matter before us. We have
the freest scope given us for the consideration
of this question, and it is to be earnestly hoped
that His Excellency will realize the assurance
which he expresses, He feels “ That we will
“ not treat in & narrow spirit a question. so
“proad, that in reality it covers th¢ ground of
“all parties and ail interests so completely, as
“$0 preclude it from being made the weasure
“of one Government or of one party.”

Phe  next subject which is referred to in
the speech, is that of internal defence. It will
be gratifying to the country to lLicar that His
Excelleucy appreciates the prompt manner in
which nemly filty thousand of our .people
turned oub. for inspection and drill. We must
all-believe it is necessary we should aid in
making them more efficient.  Ars and accou-
trements are necessary, and it is to be hoped
will be amply supplied for the protection of our
homes and country.

. Xt is to be regretted that the neighbLouring
States. have taken steps to abrogate the Reci-
procity Treaty which has conferred so many
privileges, and been profitable alike to all, It
i3 to be hoped that some meansmay be devised
to prevent the annulling of the Treaty. Yet,
should the Treaty terminate, it will behove
the Government and ourselves to guard wnd
protect.well those most importang hranches of
the products and respurces of. our country,
which were so summavily disposed of by that
Treaty reguiation. Qur Fisheries, in particu-
lar, which-tend so mueh te the prosperity of
our Province. ) .

. We must fecl it a matter of no ordinary im-
portance that the natural resources of tlis
Province should be better understood abroad.
No better and more economical way of effect-
ing this at present appears to me than that
brought to our notice in the speech of His Tix-
cellency, by being properly represented at
the Iutercolonial Exhibition to be held in Dub.
lin this year. "We all as Nova Scotians must
feel some pride at the notice taken ot our pro-
ductions at the Great Exhiltion in London.
The co-opcration expected from us towards
advancing this great undertaking, will, no.
doubt, be cheertully given, : o
" Every member, no doubt, has been impress-
ed with the conviction gained from  the short
operation of the school bill, that” some mndifi-
cation is required to render it more available
and better adapted to the wants ‘and wishes
of the people.” All surely will give their- best
aid to a subjéct so important to the interests
and well heing ot the great body of the people.

Scarcely any appeal is necessary to our
sympathy for those who- unfortunately need
the-care of the Asylum. More room unfortu-
ngtely is required for the safety and comfort

of the patients, . -
~He (Mr. X.) thought he could do 'nothing
better in. moving the answer to the address;
than to give them a comparative statement of
the increase of the Revenue during the-last
year. - They and the country were pleased tliat,
at:the last Session” of this House; they had
& very: large Revenue tomeet the requirements
of our people ;.and very ‘large. grants were
given'to'the roads: of. the country;: and - other:
public works. The Government have met all
- the'demands upon the Treasury: {or‘the year
Jnstiénded, and leavé a-balance in Treasugy to:
go fot the henefit of the country of $225150. . * -

Increase.of Revenue of 1864 over 1863 :
: -Compurative Statement,
Railway: Increase of passengers. ..

..13,201
Increase in value......... e $19,122
IXpOrts L.viiiiii i 526,328
Imports......ooeirvieniioiinnnn. . 2,403,251
‘Exeise, Customs, and Light Duty.......... 145,778
Increase for Crown Lands.............o.... 19,000
Gold 6,0200Z. = ..covvuvvevaenn.. 106,000

Coal large increase.

Balence in Treasury at end of Finan-

cial year........cvu0t $225,160

I feel very gratified indeed, Mr. Spoaker, to
be able to give this statement of our prosperit,
to the House and the country ; showing, as
think it does, an unprecedented state of pros-
perity in every source of Provincial Income.
Tor all these aud many otber Dlessings, we
should reeognize the Giver of all good, Ishall
now read the following

ADDRESS,
Muy it please Your Excellency,—

We, the Represcntatives of the people of
Nova Scotia, thank your Excelleney for thé
Speech with which you have been pleased to
open this Session, . . } "

We. beg to ‘congratulate your Excellency
upon your assumption of the Government of
this Province, and we have no doulit. that the
most agreeable relations will be cstablished
between your Iixcellency and the Mewmbers of
the Legislature.

The bountiful harvest we have enjoyed, and
the increase of the trade and revenues of the
country, arc, indeed, auspicious, placing us in
the best possible position to deal with the
great questions submitted for our deliberation.

The Report from the Delegates, appointed to
confer upon the Union of the Maiitime Pro-
vinces, and the Resolutions of the Conference
held at Quebece, proposing a Union of - the dif-
ferent Provinces of British North America,
togethier with the correspondence upon that
subject, will obtain at ‘our hands' the deliber-
ate and attentive' consideration demanded by
a question of stk magnitude and importance,
and fraught with consequences so momeutous
to us and our posterity. ' o

The question of Internal Defence will not
fail to engage our seriotis attention, and we
will be happy to afford your Excellency every
aid in our-powerin placing that branch of the
public service in a still more ‘effective condi-
4 : I i

on. . :
The Public Accounts, when laid before us,
will receive our caretul inspection; and, *\Ve‘_wili’
be glad to find in the estimates the evidence of
such economy as is ‘consistent with the- exi-
gencies'of the public service, - 7
Tlie abrogation .of the Reciprocify Treaty:
would, in out -opimion, operate” most untavor-
ably upon the trade between this Province
and’the United ‘States, and certainly: would
notimprove the friendly relatfons which have.
been’ so ‘lavgely” promoted by it operation.
We will he glad to receive the dorrespondence’
upon this subjeet: 0 U7 T T T
The “papers ' concerning’’ the ' Tuternational:
Exhibition; to be held’ at Dublin, ‘Wil receive-
the‘attentiondue to the proper répfsentation
of thé Products of this Province, DR,
" We will not fail to' devote™. our, mogt ear

effortsto-did* in’ maturing any improvements
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which may be suggested in the Act for the bet-
ter encouragement of Education—a subject so
dceply interesting and important to the whole
country.

It is gratifying to know that the Extension
of the Railway to Pictou has been placed un-

der contract, and will be carried on with des--

patch,

We will give due consideration to any pro-
posals for the construction of the Lines pro-
vided for in the resolution which passed both
Branches ofithe Legislature last Session.

The Report upon St. Peter’s Canal will ob-
tain our careful examsination.

Fully impressed with the obvious necessity
of making adequate provision for the unfor-
tunate Insane, we will be prepared to discharge
that duty in au efficient manner,

‘We are gratified to learn that all the vari-
ous sources of Provincial Income evidence
such a high degree of prosperity ;. aud for these
mercies, together with the blessings of continu-
ed peace, we desire to return our grateful
thanks to the Bountiful Giver of all good.

In viewing this address, Mr. Speaker, I feel
assured that it will meet the support of ever;
member in this House. I cannot sec that it
will, in the slightest manner, compromise my
views or action on any'question, \Weare com-
mitted to nothing but the provision for the ex-
tension of the Hospital, the Militia service and
to the International Exhibition in Dublin..

On the great question of the Union, you will
all admit, that less could not have been said,
and more might have been unwise. It is
the intention of the Government to leave the
subject as open as possible, and to the free
action of any member of Government and
mewmbers generally.

Mr. WHITMAN seconded the answer.

The Address was allowed to lie on the table.
 The House adjourned until three o’clock the
dext day..

FRIDAY, 10th Feb.

ANSWER TO THE A™DRESS,

The House met at three ~'cloe .

The Answer to the Acdress was taken up,
and read clause by clause..

Mr. LoCKE said, in reference to the clause
touching upon the Union of the Colonies, that
it did not commit any one on the question.
Every one was, of course, left perfectly free to
deal with it as his judgment should dictate,
when all the papers connected with it were
before the House. He thought it necessary to
say this in order that the country mightunder-
atand the position of gentlemen. .

Mr. ARCHIBALD (who was only heard with
the greatest diificulty) said that the proper
time, of course, for discussing the question
referred to, would be when all the papers
were before the House, All the House was
asked to do at present was to promise. that
every question should receive their deliberate
consideration when it came in due form before
them. In looking over the Speech, he found
that the only measure promised was one con-
nected with Edugation. He would. take this
opportunity of calling attention. to the fact
t

at he had last session foretold some of the.

difficulties, that would probably . arise from
some" features of the bill, to which he objected
at the time, He had particularly urged the
appointment of a Council of Public Instruction

which was not composed of the members of the
Executive Council. He had also said that, at
all events, if the Government were not willing
to-go as far as he wished, they should place at
the head of the €ouncil of Public Instruction
the Lieutenant Governor, as his presence
would give to the country the guarantee that
mere party considerations would not always
prevaill. He now begged the Government to
consider carefully in any amendments to the
bill they might mtroduce, the propriety of
ayoiding even the semblance of suspicion that
party influences prevailed in Educational mat-
ters. He congratulated the country on the
encouraging statements made in the speech,—
that our revenue was very large, and all our
branches of industry prosperous to an unpar-
alleled extent. Every gentleman, whatever
his political prejudices, would learn this fact
with the deepest satisfaction.

Mr. Stewart Campbell said that he per-
fectly concurred with those gentlemen who
had spoken of this Answer to the Address as
being entirely non-committal in its character.
Notwithstanding he held very strong opinions
on the subject of the Union of the Colonics, he
felt that he had no difficulty whatever in giv-
ing his concurrence to the Answer, He em-
phatically stated that he wished it to be at
once understood that he @id notendorse the
action of the Government in sending a delega-
tion to Quebec. The house had put wpon Its
Jjournals last session a resolition authorizing
the Government to appoint delegates in refer-
ence to & Union of the Maritime Provinces.
Authority, however, had been granted from
some quarter to those delegates to go beyond
the miss'on entrusted to them by the Legisla-
ture, Therefore, although he concurred in the
answer to the address, he wished to guard him-
self from having it su}}gosed that he at alt en-
dorsed the act of the Government in sending
a delegation to Quebec.

The answer to the address then passed nem
enm.

The PROVINCIAL SECRETARY stated that
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor would
be ready to receive the answer on Monday
next at half-past one. It was therefore agreed
that the whole house should present the an-
swer at that hour.

REVISING COMMITTEE.

On motion of the Hon, Prov. Secy., the fol- .
lowing Committee was appointed to select
Standing Comumittees of the House:— .

Hon. Prov. Secretary, Mr. Blanchard, Hon.
Attorney General, Mr. Locke, Mr, Killam, Mr. .
Archibald, and Mr. Tebin. I .
8 Mr. BoURINOT would suggest to the Revi-.
uing Committee that they should place upon:
rhe Committee gentlemen who would fairly
tepresent all sections of the Province. Hither~

o that rule had not been observed with that
strictness which was absolutely requisite in ox<
der to perform ‘the business of the country as
it should be. He had had. occasion in pre-
vious sessions to suggest changes in this par-
ticular, and he hoped that the gentleman who .
represented Cape- Breton .on the .Committee. -
would take care that justice was done to.that. -
section in which 'he ought to be especially in~ -
t:rested. . o " Cia

Mr, BLANCHARD said that hitherto the great: .
difficplty had been to_find gentlemen willing
to serve on the committees after they had beext.; :
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named, and that he had generally tried to take
oare of that part of the county from which he
came.

Hon. ProV. SEC. sajd that the committee
were always happy to receive any suggestions
from gentlemen as to the formation of the re-
spective committees. The action of the com-
mittee, it would be remembered, was not final,
and every gentleman would have an opportu-
nity of recommending alterations that he
might think advisable. .

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that there had alway
been a desire on the part of the Revising Com-
mittee to report the names of gentlemen in re-
ference to tlieir knowledge and experience of
the several matters entrusted to the committees.

The Committee was ordered to meet at 2
o'clock to-morrow. .

The House adjourned until one o'clock on
Monday next.

MoxNDAY, Feb. 13,1865,

The House met at 1 o’clock, and shortly
afterwards proceeded to Government House
to present the answer to. the address.

HoN. SPEAKER_stated that the house h-d
waited upon His Excellency with the answer
fo the address, who had been pleased to reply
a8 follows :—

M, Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of As-
sembly : ’

“X thank you for the Address just presented,

and recognize with much satisfaction the ear-
nest spirit which pervades it, and the determi-
nation which you evince to bestow your serious
attention on the important labors of the ses-
sion. I leok forward hopefully to the result
of these labors, and beg of you to rely on my
willingness. at all times, to assist you in the
discharge of your important duties.”
' The Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY, from
the Revising Committee, reported a list of
Standing Committees, which lie read to the
House, .

At the suggestion of Mr. BOURINOT the list
was laid upon the table until the next day, in
order that members might have an opportuni-
ty of examining it, and suggesting any alter-
ations that might be necessary.

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY, by com-
mand, laid on the table copies of correspon-
dence relative to the appointment of His Ex-
celleney Sir Richard Graves MacPonnell as
Lieut. Governor of Nova Scotia. o

Also, copies_of correspondenee relating to
the retirement of the Tate Hon. W. A. Black
from the Legislative €ouncil,

Also, copy of a despatch calling attention to
313 mode of apprintment of Legislative Coun-

ors. - T

. - TUESDAY, 14TH FEB.

. The House met at three o’clock.

e REVISED STATUTES,

- Mr. CALDWELL, seeing the members of the
Government in ‘their- places; was desirous to
learn what progress had been made du’rin§ the
recess in the publication of the Revised Stat-
ntes. He himself had several applications from
his coustituents enquiring the ‘cause of their
backwardness, and complaining of - their want
over the country. L '

- Mr. BLANCHARD
tion ‘had - been’ delayed by theé preparation of

replied ‘that the publica-

.

the Index; but this was now completed, ind
the Statutes would be ready to be handed to
the Government in all probability by Saturday .
next. :
* STANDING COMMITTEES., “
Hon. Prov. SEcY. moved the adoption of the
list of Committees reported upon the previous
day. Hestated that some slight alterations had
been made since the list had been first reported

up. i
d’l‘he following is the list as it stands amend-
ed:—

Committee of Privileges—Hon, Attorney Ge-
neral, Messrs, Archibald, S. McDonnell, 8:
1Ca.mpbell, Locke, Pryor, and Hon, Mr, McFar-

ane.

Public Accounts—Messrs. Jost, G. S. Brown;
‘Whitman, McLellam, Smy*H. e

Education.—Hom: I"rpv. Sec’y, Mr. Archiibald,
Hon. Mr. Shanunon, 8. Campbell, Dr. Brown’
Mr. Bourinot, Mr. Fobin.

Agriculture.—Hon. Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Black-
wood, Hon. Mr. McKinmon, Mr. Parker,; Dt:
Hamilton, Mr. Smyth, Mr. Allison. ‘

Fisheries—Messrs. LeVesconte, Ross, Kil-
la m1, Robertson, Just, Balcom, Robichean. .

“Post Office—Hon. Atty. Gen., Messrs, Coflin,
Hatfield, Heffernan, Bourinot, Blanchard, An~
mnand, Colin Campbell, and Dr, Hamiltom

Mines and_Minerals.—Hon. Mr. McFarlane,
Messrs. 8. Campbell, Caldwell, Ross, Miller,
D. Fraser, and Dr. Slocumb, N

Navigation Securities.— Messrs, Robichean,
Locke, C. J. Campbell, McLellan, Kaulback,
Heffernan, Moore.

Railways—Messrs, Tobin, Locke, Donkin,
Blanchard, D. Fraser, Ray, Bill. B

Crown Eands.—Messrs, 8. McDonnell, Whit-~
man, Blanchard, G. Brown, Moore, Milier, J.
Campbell. ‘ R

Law Amendments.—Mr. Archibald, Hon, 8.
L. Shannon, Messrs. 8. McDonnell, 8. Camp-
bell, Kaulback, Miller, Hon, Jas. Muacldonald.

Frade and Manufactures.— Messrs, LeVes-
cB%?Ite' Annand, Killam, Coffin, Cowie, Ray,

Militia.—Messrs. Pryor, Parker, Jost, Heffer-
nan, Hon. Atty. General, C. Campbell, Black-
wood, Bourinot, LeVesconte, Blanchard, King.

Indian Affairs.—Hon. Mr. McKinnon, Messrs.
Ross, REawrence, Heffernan, Smyth, C. J.
Campbell, Fas. Fraser. )

_ Humane Institutions.—Messrs. Blanchard, Dr.
Slocumb, Coffin, Allison, Ray, Caldwell, King,
Dr. Brown, Jas. Fraser: ‘ o

Penitentiary.—Messrs. Hill, Balcom, Cowte,
Parker, Churchill; Robertson, McKay, Allison..

- Reporting and Printing—Hon. Atty. General,
Messrs. Blanchatrd, Longley, LeVesconte, Ro-
bertson, Tobin, Caldwell, o

Private Bills—~H:n. Mr. Shannon,-Measrs,
McLellan, J. Campbell, Blackwood, Lawrence,
Donkin, Kaulback, . ST

City of Halifax Bills—Messrs. Pryor, Blanck-
ard, Donkiu, Balcom, Hil, Tobin, and Miller, -

Land Damages.— Messrs, G. Brown, More,
Balcom, Caldwell, and King,

Contingencies.~Hen. Fin, Secretary, Messrs.
Locke and Hatfield. LT

- PHE SOHOOL, ACT.

Dr. BROWN presented a petition from anum-"
ber of the inhabitants of North Kin{gs, })raying; .
for the repeal of (tm:es‘ent School Bill, e

Mr. BiLL presented five petitions, numerous- -
1y signéd, on the same subjecs. S T



L

l;{.l?_he petitions were allowed to lie on the ta-
e.
PETITIONS.

" Mr. Lo¢ks ealled the atfention of the Go-
vernment to a petition which he -lield in his
hand from the inhabitants of the county of
Shelburne, tor a road connection with the Coun-
ty of Annapolis. As the Government intend-
ed building a railroad to Annapolis, the inha-
bitants of Sh.lburne naturally wished to have
better means of communication with the fine
agricultural county of Annapolis than they
now possessed, He belivved, if the Union of
the Colonies was consummated, that Shelburne
might beeome one of the great outlets of trade.
{Laughter.) Al the pm»p,i- asked was an ex-
1:endlcuro of 820,000 or $30,000.

Mr. Bourivor would sugprest that the puu—
tion lay on the table until snue h time as the An-
napolis Railway was completed,

" Hon. I'rov, Src. said thun the petition was
deserving of consideration; but it shoulil be
sent, in accordance with the rules of the House,
to the Iinancial Secretary,

-Mr. K1npasr thouglit it wonld be as well to
understard whetber a pesition from the people

asking for aid towards some particular object
@houhl be disenssed by the House, or  go first
1o the Government. As it was now, if the Go-

vernment did not clioose to accede to the
prayer of  petition, there was an end of it—
nothing was heari abour it. He thouglt it best
that e\ ery petition should come fivst hcfm(. the
House, who wight send it to a Committee or to
the Government.

.Hon. Prov. Skc. said that he did not see the
use of interfering now with an establishod rule
of the House. 1f any gentleman cousidered
that the Government Diad not treated any peti-
tion pwium(l to them ag it deserved,it was
alwaysin bis powerto move for its ploduc.,lon,
and test the opinion of the House on the sub-
wct

Mr. LoCkE sail he would place thé pe-
tition in the hands of the Goverument, with the
hope that they woull give 15 that favorable
congideration whicl it deserve

Hon, FIN, SECRETARY st ued that it was his
fatention to publish the petitions handed to
hnn when they made up any number.

M. ARCHIBALD said that it any goutleman
wished, he could always call the attention of
the (xmwlmm,m in the house to any particu-
Tar'petition in which he félt an interest, and
then'hand it to the Financial Sceretary. He
had no doubt thatif a road could be made as
asked forin the petition in question, a great
boon- would be conferred on thé ceunty of
Shelbumc .

DESPATCH.

“Hon. PROV. SECRETARY laid on the table
desp'm lies relative to theappointment of Hon,
Mr. Johnston as kKquity Judge, Hon, W,
Henry as ‘Attorney General, and Hon. J. W,
Ritehie ‘as Solicitor (ieneral, and membcr of
the lxccutive: Louncll

~ .-POST OM«ICI‘ REPORT. .

Hon Prov. Sre. il on ‘the table the An-
nual Report of the Postmaster General, This
report, the hon. gentleman stated, was.nost sa-
tisfuctory.

mendations of thie Pgst Office Weport, the def-
eivacy in the Dz,paumtnt was lgss thaiy duuug

Notwithstanding there had been an
fncreasc. of exp-fudnurc entailed by the recom- .
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the previous year, - 7 new Post Offices, and 51
Way Offices bad been provided for. Only 3
Way Offices had heen closed.
lotters carried through the Post Otffice was

Tive nnmber of

1,533,864, being an increase of 66,408 over-the

previcus year. The number of
was 3041115 or an inerease of
1863, 20 new mail routes had been l'\f'l])llshed
and 8§ closed,—making a halance of 12 esmh-
lished. The number ot mail voutes was 4,473,
The amount der
B18,57h, being an increase of over $5,000 aver
180& 5 umug:a’emd money letters mr and
3 registered, said to be t.],mrmrel with.
net revenne for 1864 was $365,207.61, being.an

newspapers

276, 793 OVGP ‘

ived {rom postage-stamps wasg

The

inerease of $3,032.00 over the provmuq year.~ -
The e'{pmuhmle was $73,167.61, an increase 6f

only 8277453, whilst the inerease of revenue
was $8,032.90, Hence the deficit was $5,258.37.
less than the previous year. The amount, of
money-orders on Great Brifain was $20,000;

the amount passing throngh the Province, .

$120,000. The commissious on money orders
amounted to $1,120.44: the business in’ mong,
orders has ne’mrlv doubled since 1863, ahd’a
large ¢
entailed upon the person in charge. Unde;
these circuimstances, the Postinaster (enerd

additional amount of lahor is t,hmefore .

asks for an increase of salary for \Ir. Thomp- ‘

son-—{rom $800 to $1,000 a yeur,

The petition was referréd to the Post Oﬂicé
Comunittee. -

INTORMATION ASIxDD I‘OR

Mr. TosIN asked the Covernment to lay. on :
the table at an early day, returns exhibiting -
the extent and nature of the trade of the Pro: -

vinees of Canada, New Brunswick, and Prince, -

Bdward Islaud, and Newfoundland, including ' ;

a stateinent shomngthe value of publlu pro- -

perty, including railways, steamers,
buildings, &ec., mdmhng all pr-\pcrl'v .that
Wouhl be transferred to the General Govern=
ment in case of the proposed Union. of the Cfr
loniss being consummate:l.

Hon. PROV, SECRETARY Tecognized atonce -

the propricty of the. Government , being able
to pliace before the house all the mtommtlon

publie;

they possibly could in reference to o question

of such magnitude, but he was afraid. that bis
hon. feiend had imposed »a task which to some
extent it would be difficuls to perform.
would be difficult in the ¢ase of this. pl_ovmca.

and New Brunswick—to give an-accurate esti-

niate of some of the public. p: ‘operty, the Gq-
verument House for instance.

Mr. ANNAND thought there would be some; :

T

difficalty in procuring a veliable statementy
suclh as that asked for, from some of  the pro-
vinces, more éspecially that of \e}w_toundlandf .

He observed that so far Cinada was con

%

cernel the information souglit was easily ob- -

tainable., :

Mr, ToBIN said that hm reason for askin,
for the information” was that he had he'\.fs
gentlemen complain tliat they had not the ma-
terials -within their reach. to. enable them:fo
talke up this question, and dsal with it agdf
should be dealt with. - ..

Mr. BOURINoT sugeested that the mfonna-ﬁ
tion sought be furnished by the hen. member:

A AT

for bol«,he%ter, (Mr. Archibald,) who appeared!:

to have collected . 2 great. mxmty of smtxstma;
on the subject of a Union,

Mr.: ARCHIBALD ;pointed: out that a’ greﬁt
deal, of: the- mtoxma.twn requiced could bé oba!
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tained in the Public Accounts of Canada,
which were within the reach of every gentle-
man. - He saw some difficulty, however, in' re-
ference to Newfoundland.

THE SCHOOL ACT.

Mr, JouN CAMPRELL presented a petition
from Port Medway, aud another from Lower
Port Medway, against the School Bill.

FREE GRANTS TO AGED TEACHERS,

Mr, PARKER presented a petition from T,
Ryan, an aged school teachier, asking for o free
grant of land. Thisypersen, he stated, had been
a teacher for 40 years, and was every way de-
serving.of this favor, . .
. Hon, P’rROV. SEC. called attention to the fact
that the House had, at the close of last session,
declared by a vote of 22 to 11 against the poli-
ey of free grants, and that the subject could
not now hg properly brought up.

Mr. LoNGLEY suid that if the House wished
to prevent other petitions. of the same nature
cowing up, it was advisable to shut out the
present oue at once.

Mr. KAULRACK wasin favor of allowing the
reception of the petition, and stated that he
had one himsclf to present, which, through
some jnadvertency of his own, he had not pre-
sented last session,

“Hon. Prov. Skc. thonght much mconveni-
ence would result if such petitions w:re allow-
ed"to come in after the House had declared
against the policy of free grants.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the petitioner in
the present cage was a very respectable person,
and thought it -hard to shut him' out. He
thought it might beas well to receive the peti-
tion, and see it the Committee on Education
would continue the policy it advised last ses-
sion.

Hon. Mr, Smaxyoxw expressed himself
against allowing the question to he operied up
again, after it had once been decided.

Mr, ARCHIBALD suggested that the petition
lie on the table for the present, in order that it
might be seen whether any others of a similar
characker would cowe up.

Mr. S. CaMPBELL said that he did not think
it wise to contravene a policy adopted by the
House by a large majority, and he moved that
the petition be not received.

Mr. TonLiN thouglht it hard treatment to shuat
out a worthy petitioner. Many things consider-
ed by the House unwise at one time, were dif-
ferently considered by the House at a subse-
quent period. e was in favor of donating free
grants of land to worthy individuals, and in
that way opening up our waste tracts.

Hon.J. McDDoNALD was always'in favor of
granting free grants of land "to aged school-
teachers, and had not yet changed his: mind;
bhat it would be seenthat the House had decla-
red against the policy, and therefure hie did not
see how the guestion could now be revived
with propriety. . : ‘

Hon. ATtY. GENERAL alluded to the fact
that he had moved the following resolution
against the adoption of the recommendation of
the Edncation Committee, which- had .carried:
“Resolved, that that portion’ of the Report
which refers to free grants of land, be not re-
ceived; bub -shat the grants ‘as heretofore be
made, . the petitioners to:pay the expense -of
survey; but that owing to the largely increas-

"ing number of applicants it is urwise to con-
tinue the policy: of making free grants here-

after.” Hence it would be seén that the reason
given for discontinuing the grants was the
large number of applicants, and if it existed
nosw of course the House would be hound to
continue the policy. Therefore he thought it
would be hest to atlow the petition to lay on
the table in orderthat it mnight be seen whether
any number of applicants wenld appear. 1f
only a few appeared, thenit might be tavorably
considered. s :
Mr, 8, McDoxXxELL thouglt it would he
wrong yiolicy to vepeal the aetion ot lasg year.’
Mr. Bourixor was in favor of giving aged
teachers these free grauts ns some return for
their services to the country. It was well
enough for the hon. gentlemen in whose coun-
ties all the aged teachers were alrendy suppli-
ed to declare now agninst the pelicy, but ig
should be remembered tliat there were other
counties that might be differently situated.
The amendment moved by Mr. Stewart’
Campbell was put to the Houseand carried on
a division by—yeas 20, nays 18. )
Mr. PARKER gave notice to rescind.
DALHOUSIE COLLEGE.

Mr. LONGLEY presented a petition from the
Baptist Convention, on the subject of Dal-
housie College.

Mr. PARKER objected to the reception of the:
petition on the ground that it dealt with a mat~
ter already disposed of by the House.: N

The petition was, read, and allowed to lie
on the table. ]

4 The touse adjourned until 3o’clock the next
ay.

VWEDNESDAY, Feb. 15.

The House met at 3 o’clock. :

FEBE GRANTS OF LAND.

Mr, Kaulback presented a petition from J.
Dowley, an aged  school-teacher, asking fora
free grant of land, !

Mr. DONKIN presented a petition from Mr.
Desbrisay, of Cumberland, on the same sub-
Ject. . B

VICE-ADMIRALTY COURT. . )

Houn. Arrv. GEN. laid on the table copies of.
correspondence relative o the appointment of)
otticers of the Court of Vice-Admiralty.

ST, PETER'S CANAL.

Mr. LEVESCONTE asked the Government to
lay on the table the report of the engineer on
thie St. Peter’s Canal, anil it they iutended ta

“maké provision for the completion of that

work. )

1Lon. Pro. SEC. replied that the report was
now under the consideration of the gov-
ernment, who would be preépared to give the
hon. gentleman the information he required, in
a.few days. . B

) TIE MILITIA CONVENTION.

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL then said -~ When
the Militia Commiitee-was.umider considoration
yesterday, I referred to.the fact that a Lody of
gentlemen were meeting daily, in this v, in
conhection withmilitia affaire. Iowtiis hody
has been appointed—for what purpese, it ia
constituted—how it is to be paid—-wihat 1re its
functions, are questions I cannot auswer.
only gather from information outside the walls
of this House, that there ia- such-a hedy in
existence. Jconsiderthat this Legislatare, ¢ons
stituted as’it is, is fully able, and fully autdos
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rized by the constitution of this ceuntry, to
take into cousideration every variety of sub-
jects, not merely those relative to the business
of the province, but all matters connected with
the public defence. In fact as we are at pres-
ent situated I regard the defence of this coun-
try as resting with very great weight upon the
Tegislature and Government. herefore I
consider this House is the proper tri-
bunal, responsible as it is to the people, for
the discussion and consideration of such
gubjects. DMy object in rising is to put an
enquiry to the Government upon the follow-
ing points:—“As to the anpointment, composi-
tion and functions of the Militia Convention or
Court now in session in this city, the prob-
able expense of the same, and from what
funds payable.” If upon a subject like
this it is deemed advisable to authorise the
holding of a Convention, why not also consid-
er that other material interests of this country
demand protection? There are the fisheries
and agriculture, which are at this moment in
great jeopardy, as I regard it, from the action
of the United States in reference to the Reci-
procity Treaty. If, sir, it be competent upon
matters relative to the defences of the country
to hold a Convention like this, why we can say
that the people representing the agricultural
and fishing interests have a right also to their
Convention, and that it should be maintained
as the one in question at the public expense.
However, looking at the powers entrusted to
this House, 1 am disposed to resist;the course
taken in the present case.

Hon. Prov. SeEcY. replied—The subject
which the hon. member for Guysboro has
breught prominently under the notice of this
House is one that will be regarded, I am sa-
tisfied, by all the members of this Legisiature
as one of great importance,and I am a little
surprised, I confess, at the tone which the
hon. gentleman has seen fit to take in relation
to it. That hon. gentleman is well acquainted
with the past managementof the department
to which this question relates—the defence,
the militia organization of this country—and
must know that up to the present time a

reat - portion of the responsibility Dhas
ﬁevolved upon the Commander-in-Chief, and
not so directly upon the Ministry of the
day. Now I donot intend to discuss at this
moment how far in my judgment it is wise
that the Government of the day should step
in and take & prominent position in relation
to the militia, or how far it is judicious that
this Legislature, in the exercise of its undoubt-
ed functions, should take such a course as
would devolve the responsibility of this branch
of the public business upon the Government
of the day more directly than has hitherto been
the case. I am frank to say, that whilst I
think there is a great deal of force in the obser-
vations which have fallen from the hon. mem-
ber for Guysboro'—whilst I think that the Go-
vernment of the day is, necessarily to a large
extent, responsible for every stepthatinvolves
the expenditure of public money, yet I have
hitherto felt, and do now feel a great deal
of hegitation in regard to that branch of
the public service which does not influence
me in; respect to any other. All governments
up to' the present day have shown the utmost
deliciacy in taking any course of action that
miglnt possibly lead to the impression that
political influences or party objects were mix-

ed up with the militia organization of this.
province. The hon. member for Guysborough .
is well aware that the appointments in the
militia, from the highest to the lowest, have
taken place up to the present upon the au-
thority of the Commander-in-Chief, and have
been made upon a basis totally different fromn
the other appointments connected with the
Civil Service of the country. Whether it
is wise or not to continue that policy—wheth-
er it would be advisable for the Government to
come in and assume a gre ater responsibility,
it is for the House to consider. I am aware
that in New Brunswick the local Government
is much more closely connected with the Mili- -
tia than we are in this province. In Canada
the same thing prevails to a still larger
extent. Sir Etienne Tache, for instance, is not
only Premier but Minister of Militia. As res-
pects the information asked for, I have no
doubt it will be granted.

DISPATCHES

Hon Prov. Src. laid on the table copies of
correspondence between Downing Street and
the War Office relative to the matter of supply
ingclothing. Also copies of a circular relative
to the supply of stores from the War Depart-
ment.

Mr. CoLIN CAMPBELL suggested that these
papers be referred to the Convention now sit-
ting. The President of that body, bhe under- :
stood, was also Chairman of the Militia Com-
mittee. .

Mr. LEVESCONTE would ask hon. gentle-
men, if they were Colonels of regiments of mi-
litia, and were called upon by the Command-
er-in-Chief to perform certain duties, would -
they refuse to obey the orders?

Mr. Ross regretted that the Inspecting Field
Ofticer for Cape Breton (Col. Reade) was not
present at the convention. The services of a
gentleman so well able to give opinions on the
subjects under consideration, would be in-
valuable.

PETITION.

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from M
3. Faller of Arichat, Clerk of Schools, in reia-
tion to certain money alleged to be due him in
connection with the services of Education,

The petition was referred to the Committee
on Education. .

THE SCHOOL BILL.

Mr. CowIE presented a petition from the
South District of Queen’s praying the repeal
of the School Law of 1ast Session.

Mr. P. SMyYTH presented a ‘petition from the
county of Inverness on the same subject.

BREAKWATER.

Mr. JNo. CAMPBELL Eresented a - petition

from inhabitants of Brooklynn, in the county -

of Queens’, asking for aid towards the con-

struction of a breakwater. It was handed to

the Financial Secretary, as it asked for a mo~

ney grant. ' i
AGED TEACHERS.

Mr. WHITMAN. presented a petition from
Mrs. A. Starrit, an aged school teacher, in An-:
napolis, asking for a free grant of land. =~

RECIPROCITY TREATY,

The ProV. SECY., by command of His Ex-
cellency, laid on the table of the House. des-
patches from Lord Lyons to the Governor
General, Lord Monck, on the subject of the
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Reciprocity Treaty, and a Minute of Council
| of the Executive Government of this Province.

SPEECH OF MR. TOBIN,

After the reading of these papers by the
Clerk ‘ ’
Mr, TOBIN rose and said:— Mr, Speaker—no
one could hear the papers just read without
feeling that very large and important henefits
have been conferred, not only on the B. N, A,
Provinces, but also on the United States by
this treaty. I am sorry that it is about te
be suspended in view of the peace and sceurity
which were secured under its provisions. Since
its passage 1 185% the slightest difficulty has
not arisen between the Anierican and British
fishermen; previous to that time, we were
obliged to keep one or two gun boats in com-
anission to protect the fisheries and preserve
the peace in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Many
difficulties arose from time to time. The
British Government sent a war steamer every
vear to aid the provincial revenue boats
to keep the poachers off the sliore. Occasica-
aily an American fishing vessel was caught in-
side the line, forfeited, and sold. Then came
-representations, aflidavits, and counter-state-
ments and contradictions, -as to the fact of the
legality or illegality of seizure; and the relations
between the British and American Govern-
ments were several times on the eve of being
interrupted. We would regret, Sir, to have a
repetition of these conflicts in the Gulf; but if
our neighbors will suspend a trade by which
they have gained so many substantial advan-
¢ tages, we must be prepared to meet any con-

tingency that may arise. We will have to
put in commission one or two fast sail-
ing gunboats or steamers to protect our
fisheries. I would prefer the latter, as they
could keep the Americans off the shore more
effectually than sailing vessels. I think, how-
ever, that the people of the Western States
will feel the loss of the suspension of this
treaty more than the British Americans. The
8t. Lawrence will be closed against them, and
.though they did not use that outlet to the ocean
to any great extent, still it had the effect of
checking the rates of freight and tolls on the
railroads and canals over which they transport
their -produce to tho shipping ports in the
United States. The very fact of the St. Law-
rence being No_peu to the farmers and planters
of Western New York, Ohio, Illincis, Wiscon-
sin, and Towa, keep freights at a moderate rate
on the Erie canal, the New York Central and
Erie rail roads. But as soon as the St. Law-
rence is closed against them they will find that
they are entirely in the hands 'of the railroad
and canal companies. 1f they value their own
interests, and consider+the disadvantages un-
der which they will be placed, I think they will
advise their representatives in Congress to con-
sider the matter. I notice a speech delivered
by hon. Mr. Grimes in the Senate of the United
Btates, where he says—" There is a panic in
Canada; butitis a panic of the pocket, not the
fear of war,” and then he goes-on to say, “ Sus-
pend the Reciprocity Treaty, and the mez-
chants, bankers, and railroad companies will be
bankruptin three months.” “The learned Sena-
Hépr is mistaken, there is more vitality in Cana-

a than. he is aware of. Trade will find new
hannels, and the loss of the Reciprocity.
Treaty will not be very long felt. = The
Britishk Provinces grew -and  prospered be-
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fore it was passed or thought of, and they
will continue to advance in trade and prosper-
ity, even though it should be suspended. The
language of the learned_senator is not in the
spirit of conciliation, - How different was ours
in this House when the war broke out! We
expressed the deepest regret that our neigh-
bors should have become so exasperated as to
resort to the desperate expedient of shedding
each other’s blood; and, since then,up to the
present momeut,f have not heard any other
sentimont uttered by a public man in ‘British
America.

It was thought .n England that the city of
Liverpool would be ruined by the loss of the
cotton trade; but commerce very soon regula-
ted itself—new enterprises sprung up, the vo-
lume of trade flowed into other channels, and
in six months after the Southern ports were
blockaded, Livernool did not feel the loss of
the embargo, and so it will be with the British
Provinces. The loss may perhaps affect our
neighbors quite as much as it may aflect us,

My hon. friend on my right (Dr. Hamilton,)
is well aware of the extent aud importgnce of
tie trade besween his county and the neigh-
boring republic; and although a_very large
quantity of the surplus products of Kings’ finds
a market in Boston, New York, and Baltimore,
still not sufficient to pay for the merchandise
and manufactures which are carried back in
return. The balance of trade with all the Bri-:
tish Provinces is largely in favor of the United
States. Very few are aware of the amount of
money that is transmitted to balance the ae-
counts.” The itnport tubles show the quantity
of flour, pork, beef, butter, lard, cheese, boots,
shoes, and manufactures of different descrip-
tions which are continually flowing in from
that country. One would suppose that there
was wisdom enough on the part of the states-
men of America to cultivate and extend the
trade, rather than to cut it off or curtail it—
The Yolume since the passage of the Recipro-
city Treaty, has gone on' steadily increasing—
Coal forms a large item in our export tables,—
‘We sent a large quantity to Boston, New York,
and Fall River; but; even should it be taxed,
it must still continue to go there, as it has qua-
lities which the Pennsylvania coal has not. It
is peculiarly adagted for the forge and the
foundry. Our fishermen may he at a disad-
vantage, the products of free industry coming
into competition with protected. labor; still [
have no fears for the result. There will be an
increased catch to make up for short price.~
It is a well known fact that since the American
fishermen have had the unrestricted nse of the
fishing grounds; our catch of mackerel ‘along
the shores has gone on steadily decreasing,
year after year, till the business has become
8o precarious that, to the westward particular-
ly, it is almost entirely given up. The Ameri-
cans keep the fish on the feeding grounds all
the summer and fall by throwing over-
board large ' guantities ~ of bait ; and®
when it becomes late and stormy, and the
Americans are obliged to leave thé Gulf the
{ishery . is over on ourshores. The toil-worn
Nova Scotian has to haul in his nets after a
long summer spent without remuneration for
his outfit or lIabor. - On'the whole, it is a ques-
tion, on my mind, so far as the interests of the
fishermen are concerned; if it ‘would not be
the best thing that could happen for their in-
terests to have the Reciprocity Treaty suspend- .



‘10

ed, because, as I have before stated, while the
Americangcan use thein-shore flshing frounds,
and feed the fish in the gulf, they will remain
in the bay and not school aiong the shores in
search of food. The next view of this subject
to which our attention has been directed b
the reading of the papers, which speak mnue
more elo%;xently than I can, are the “irrita-
tions.” ell, if there have been “irritations,”
those *irritations” came from their own
reop]e. There is not a city in British America

n which you will uot find a large namber of
Annericans, many of thein closely connected
with, if not from, the South, and if there are
irritations, tbhey are the irritations ot people
-who are not the citizens of British America,
Why, there is more sympathy with the South in
one city of the Northern States than there is in
all the British Provincestogether. Ihappened
to be in New York last September, and wit-
nessed more deep, heartfolt sympathy with the
Bouth and its cause, than I thought it was pos-
sible could exist after a four years' war. . The
American Government, I think, would do
better to try and correct the *irritation” at
honie, and not waste sime in finding fault with
it abroad. I attended a meeting in Union
Scuare, called to ratify the nomination of Gen.
McLellan for the Presidency, and heard, in the
course of two hours, from the lips of Gover-
nors, ex-Governors, Senators and . Congress-
men, more denunciation against the President,
his cabinet, and the proclamation addressed to
all “whom it might concern,” than I have
heard in the colonies since the commencement
of the war. However, sir, I deeply regret that
any action on the part of the Government or
people of the United States at the present mo-
ment, particularly when the passions of men
arearoused, should in any way have a tenden-
cy tointerrupt the friendly relations that have
80 long happily existed between the American
and British nations, ) L.

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY suggest-
ed that the correspondence just read be
printed, - It was true that some of it

dted as_ far back as April last, and
had a prospective application, but since
then the .notice which had been received
of the termination. of the treaty gave it increa-
sed sighificance and importance. It wonld be
geen by these papers that while the Govern-
ment fully admitted the benefits which these
provinces had derived. from this treaty
to the injustice we labored under in rela-
they felt it their. duty to call attention
to the registery of colonial vessels, and
the coasting trade—and they express the
hope that in the event of a revisicn of the
tieaty these interests will be placed. upon
# better footing., The papers were ordered to
be printed... -\ o
. Hon. PROV, SEC. also laid on the table des-
patches relating to the coasting trade, which

- gvere also ordered to be printed. .
~ Also a despatch relating to the appoinment of
Hon. W. A. Henry, as Advocate and Procur-
afor General of the, Vice Admiralty Court,

The House adjourned until three o’clock.

‘ _ THURSDAY, 16th Feb.
The House met at 3 o'clock. . .
CAPE BRETON MATTERS.

Mr. BoURINOT presented a petition from &
number of the inhabitants of Sydney, asking
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for the benefits of a daily mail, Petitioners
oint out the resources of the island, and its
arge contribution to the revenue, and its large
vopulation, and demand, as an act of justice,
that they receive the same favors that are
granted to many parts of Nova Scotia proper.

. The hon, gentieman also presented two peti-
tions—one from North Sydney, the other fro
Cow Bay, 0, B.,— on the same subject, and ata'
ted that he would take another epportunity .of
dealing with the matters referred to in the peti-
tion, and speaking at length in reference to the
section of the Province from which he came.

NEW POLLING-PLACE.

Mr. ROBICHEAU gresented a petition from
New Tusket, Digby Co., asking for au addition-
al polling-place, Also a bill in accordance with
the prayer thereof, .

RECORD COMMISSION,

Mr. BOURINOT called the attention of the
Government to a report of a special committee
appointed last winter in connection with the
record commission, It recommended the adop.
tion of the suggestions of Mr, Aikens, that the
more important archives now lying useless
should be collected and arranged in a form ac-
cessible to all, “in an octavo volume of a mo-
derate size.”” -He wished to know whether any
progress had been made with-the work. :
on; PrRoV. SEC. replied that the attention of

the Government had been called to the subject,
and on enquiry they found that the expense of
the work would amount to something like
£450. . As they were under the impression that
the House, when they adonted that report, did
not contemplate go large an expenditure, they
thought it best to allow the matter to.lie over
uatil the Legislature could this session take it
into consideration.  The Government were
ﬂlite prepared to incur the expenditure, if the
ouse saw fit to authorizeit. The hon. gentle-
man concluded by laying on the table corres-
pondence on the subject under consideration
which, on his motion, was referred toa speciai
comuittes; consisting of Hon. Mr, Shannen,
Mr. Archibald, and Mr, Bourinot, - :

Hon. Mr, SEANNON stated that Mr. Aikens
had given a. ggea.t deal of time aund labor to the
subject, and believed that the sum referred . to
would only meet the expenses of publication
without leaying anything for his serviees. -

Hon.. PrOV. SEC. said that he had. hoped
when the work of the Record Commission was
finished that some person would be.ambitious
to becomae the historian of Nova Scotia.. .. -~

. Hon, Mr, SHANNON. stated -that it was well
known that a gentleman well qualified inevery
way to perform the task, had been engaged for
some time in preparing a_history of the Pro-
vince. - This gentleman, Mr, Beamish Mur-
doek, had told him that-he had derived a
deal of valuable information from the docu-
ments,in question, and, in fact, had been able
through them to obtain light on matters hither.
to obseure.: Unfortunately the res angusia doms
retarded the publication of the xesuit of that
gentleman’s labors, .- - - : C e

. Mr. ARCHIBALD referred to the valuable in>
formation- which those old documents. neces+
sarily give upon the eazly history of this pro-
vinge, - . e

-Hon. PrOV. SEC, stated -that Mr. Murdoch
bhad made an application for assistance in hia
work, and that it was under the consideration
of the government. He thought that perhaps
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the work referred to ¢ould be performed in con-
nection with the other history of the province.

AGT OF INCORPORATION,

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill to incor-
porate the Royal Sussex Lodge of Free Masons
of Halifax, In answer to an enquiry {t was
stated that this bill was not liable to the usual
fee of $20 since it asked for the incorpora-
tion of a charitable association—religious and
charitable bodies being excepted by a resolu-
tion of the house,

THE SCHOOL BILL.

P Mr. CoLiN CAMPBELL presented a petition
from & number of the inhabitants of Digby, in
reference to the school bill,

THE CITY BILLS.

Mr. ToBIN called attention to the inconveni-
ence that resulted last session from the hurried
manner in which bills were passed through
both branches of the legisiature, and read a re-
solution, moved in the Legislative Council by
Mr, Dickey, in connection with the subject, He
especially referred to the Halifax bills, respect-
ing which a great many complaints were made
bv the citizens. The representatives of the
Western division: of Halifax had been evin
called to account for many of the grievances
that were found in these hills—all arising from
the want of consideration in the house. He
trusted that the same difhculties would not 0.~
cur again, but that the house would be placed
in a position to deal with every bill a3 it ought
to be dealt with.

Mr. ArcHIBALD agreed with the remarks of
the hon. gentleman who had just spoken. A
grezt many important alterations were raade
in the Halitax Bills that ought to have received
more consideration than it was found possible
to give them last session. He hoped the
hon. gentleman would bring in a resolution
lg}ﬂiting the time for the introduction of private

ills. . . :

Hon. Mr. SHANNON said that a great deal of
dissatisfaction had arisen in counection with
the city bills, Only a shiort time since the Chief
Jugtice pointed out a number of incongruities
in one of those bills, and as far as his (Mr. Shan-
non’s) memory served him, the clauses referred
to were not in the bill when it came before the
House. His impression was, that & number of
these ohjectionable clauses were introduced in-
to the bill by the Legislative Council, and
were only brought down on the very last day
of the session, and passed through without any
one knowiog any thing about them. :

Mr. MiLLER said that he ecsincided with the
remarks of the hon. member for Halifax. He
had been a member of the Committee ef City

Bills, and was confident that the Legislative -

Council was responsible for the radical amend-
monts that had been made in the bills., These
amendinents came down on the last day of the
session, and the members of the committee who
were conversant with the features of the bill,
had not.an opportunity, from want of time, to
scrurinize the aiterations that had been made.
He bad been, indeed, assured that the altera-
tions were of a trivial character, but he found
now that features had been introduced which

would never. have been consented to by the -

committee. For instance, the jurisdiction of
the Police Court had beéen entirely changed,
and powers entrusted to it.little inferior to-
those possessed by the Supreme Court, - .

1

Mr. Pryor stated that the Committes of Ha-
lifax bills, of which he had been chairman, had
paid great attention to the passing of their Bills,
and he could not but express his astonishment
at many of the clauges that appeared in the
bills when they were published, for he knew
nothing whatever about' them,—he did not re-
member that they svere even read in the Lower
House. ) ) .

Hon. Prov, 8gcy. thought that it was most
probable that the gentlemen who discharged
the duties of the committee of city bills were
not able, from the very voluminous character
of the work of lagt year, and the large amount
of labor necessarily iuvolved, to discharge the
duty as efficiently as it would have been possi-
ble under more favorable circumstances, From
somae cause orother there passed through the
Legislaturs cortain provisions which ought not
to have passed without deliberate sanction; but
that they emanated from the other end of the -
building wlien the bills went there, he had not
the slightestidea whataver. Thess bills might
have undergone some modification but that
was all, Ha believed that the very power en-
trusted to the Police Court of sending persons
n)conviction to the Penitentiary, referred to by
the hon. member for Richmond, was actually
discussed in the House.

Mr. ToBIxX said that he had not the most dis~
tinct recollection of these clauses being dis-
cussed in the house—if indeed they ever catne
before it. 1t would be remetmbered that these
Lills were hurried through on-the.last day of
the Session in a most injudicious mavner; and
hie had been iunclined to give the whole up
rather than allow them to pass without more
deliberation. : :

Mr. MILLER repeated his statement that the
obnoxious amendments originated with the
Council, and stated that the Provincial Secre-
tary evidently labored under a misapprehen-
sion when he stated that the power entrusted -
to the Police Court was discussed in the House. .-
That hon. gentleman obviously. alluded to a
discussion in reference to the power.of the
Sessions of the County of Haliax—one nos
possessed by the Sessions of any other County
~-to send persons on conviction to the Peniten~
tiary. He assured the House that the com-
mittee had not adopted any amendment with-
out tull deliberation. R

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY did not think,
it fair to throw all the responsibility upon the
Legislative Couxncil, and stated that he heki
under his hand conclusive evidence of the
soundness of his position in reference to this -
question, Gentlemen would find entered upon
the journals every amendment that was made
in the bills. - C o R '

Mr. BLANCHARD, who bad atse been a mem-
ber of the Committee, said that the Legislature
had nothing to do with the most objectionable.
features of all these bills, They came before
the House without any provisicn for-an appeat

.from the decision of -the City Court. On the

contrary, appeals even in civil suits were ex-

rassly forbidden by the bills as they came up.

e bimself had introduced a.clause providing
foran appeal iu civil saits.  And more; at this
moment the City Court had the power to send
a man to the Penitentiary for any period less
than fourteen years without a jury or an ap-

B MizLER, in connectionwith the subject of
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city bills, just before the house, called atten-
tion to the fact that the alterationsin the city
charter had been published by order. On refer-
ence to the paper he held in his hand he found
the alteration alluded to by the hon. member
for Inverness. The alterations were very trivi-
al, however, on the whole. The police regula-
tions must have been contained in a separate
bill, for neitler he nor any other member of the
committee liad any recollection that it was sub-
mitted at all to them.

Some remarks were made as to the propriety
of limiting the time for the introduction of pri-
vate bills, in order to expedite the business of
the House, and Mr. Archibald stated that he
would probably move a resolution the next day
in reference to the matter.

EXTENSION OF THE LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Hon. Pro. SEC. laid on the table the report of
the Medicai Superintendent relative to the ex-
tension of that building, accompanied by an
estimate by Mr: Sterling, the architect, of the
probable expense of the same. Referred to
committee on humane institytions,

THE LABRADOR FISHERIES.

Mr. KAULBACK said:—My attention has
been called by parties prosecuting the fisheries
to -a matter which honorable gentlemen will
remember, was brought to their notice by peti-
tions and otherwise, at the last session of this
Legislature. The petitioners prayed usto take
proper steps to relieve them from what they
conceived was an unlawfal tax demanded by
the Government of Newfoundland. The Go-
vernment of that Province has elajmed, and
exercised the right of demanding duties from
the Fishermen of this Province on their salt
and other outfits used in prosecuting that
branch of industry—on the coast of Labrador,
between Anse Sablon and the Hudson Straits,
The petitions were referred to the Committce
on the Fisheries; and I have before me their re-
port on this subject, which wasreceived by this
House. They veported that in their opinion
the exaction of such duties was unjust, and
recommended that the Government of this
Province place themseves in communication
with the Government of Newfoundland, and
represent to them the injustice of such exac-
tions from our fishermen—and a‘ling to have
the grievance remedied, that they be requested
to bring it to the notice of the Colonial Secre-
tary. Our Fisheries—so important a branch
of our public industry to the wealth and re-
venue of this Province—are largely prosecuted
by the people of the county I have the honor
to represent, on the Labrador coast. They be-
lieve the tax to be unjust, and for that reason
some of them have successfully resisted the
exaction. Too much consideration canuot be
given to a matter of such importance to us as
our fisheries. Under the Reciprocity Treaty
the exclusive right of these colonies to
the coast fisheries - was most summa-
rily and -unjustly taken away without
any direct benefits being given to our fish-
ermen for the loss they directly sustained.
Should another Treaty be entered-into, it is to
‘be hoped that we will see to it that our fish-
eries will be better cared for. Our_Cod fish-
eries on the Labrador coast proved, I am sorry,
to say, a failure last season, in consequence cf
which our vessels returned -with- the greater
part of their outfits, on which they paid duties
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to the Newfoundland Government, and it may
be expected that that Government will levy
another tax on the very same outfits the next
season.- This fact shows, ina striking manner,
the injustice of taxing outfits which are not
consumed in Newfoundland or its dependen-
cies. 1t 1is to be earnestly hoped this grievance
will meet with redress; and is the more im-
portant at this time that we should have
this misunderstanding settled with our sister
province, before we are drawn into the strite, -
which must unavoidably occur, on the abroga-
tion of the Reciprocity Treaty, in maintaining
inviolate our fishing rights, from the encroach-
ments of the fishermen of the neighbouring
Repubhlic. This House and Government must
feel the importance of the present guestion; .
and on this, as on all matters, effecting the
richts and privileges of our hardy fisheren
will give, I most earnestly hope, full conside-
ration to their interests. Mr. Speaker, 1 must
ask the Government to lay on the table of this
House, all commuuications with the Govern-~
ment of Newfoundland, and the Colonial Office,
on this question of the rights.and privileges ot
our Fishermen on the Labrador shore.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—Shortly after
the adjournment last year the Report of the
Committee was communicated to the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland by the administration.
And acorrespondence ensued which will be
1aid on the table. The government of New-
foundland insisted on the rightof levying these
duties, and alleged that the fishermen of that
colony whoresorted to the waters of the Labra-
dor were taxed for the same articles. They
also stated that the matter had been referred
to the Colonial Secretary who had decided as
to the abstract right of the government and
Legislature to impose such duties. I am dis-
posed, however, notwithstanding this high
authority, to think that the exaction is hardly
justified—that the people of this country can-
not be taxed for articles which do not go into
the consunption of Newfoundland. We would
have just as much right to go on board Ameri-
can fishermen at Port Hood or Plaister Cove
and levy a duty on their supplies.

Mr. Locxg—There is no doubt that the go-
veroment of Newfoundland have arightto tax
our trade, but not our fishermen. It appears
they treat our fishermen as traders which is
manifestly unjustifiable. I think that the ques-
tion should be fully explained to the British
government.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I understood
that some short time since a respectable mercan-
tile house interested in the matter intended to
submit the question to eminent legal authority
in England and that they would furnish the
information they obtained to the government
here. That, however, has not yet been done.

Mr. Locki—The waters of one colony are
always free to the inhabitants of another
colony. ' -

Mr. MiLLER—During a visit I paid to New-
foundland last suminer, I had an opportunity
of diseussing this matter with leading men of -
that colony.” I'had several conversations with
the mercantile house, to which the hon. gentle-.
man has referred, and learned that the ground -
taken by merchants of England was that as -
Labrador was not. represented in . the legisla~ ..

.ture of Newfoundland, and as the administra- .

tion of justice was not provided for, the govern-
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ment of that counfry had no right to levy
these taxes. I believe a large majority even
of the people of Newfoundland are opposed to
this exaction, and that nearly one half of the
lower branch also consider it unfavorably.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE—I would ask what
has been the result during the past season of
the attempt to collect the tax?

Mr. KAULBACK—It has been pretty much
the same as in the previous year. Those who
forcibly resisted got oft' clear, but those who
did not, had to pay.

Mr. Locsr—The tax of itself is not very
burdensome, but the principle of the thing is
what has aroused the strong feeling that pre-
vails, )

THE RESUSCITATION OF THE APPARENTLY
DROWXNED. )

Horn. Prov. S£c.1aid on the table a copy of
instructions regarding the treatment that
ought to be pursued in the case of persons ap-
parently drowned. These papers were re-
ferred to the committee on Humane Institu-
tions, in order that steps might be taken to
make the information available to the public.

THYE SCHOOL BILL.

Mr HATFIELD presented a petition from
inhabitants of Argyle against the School Aect.

THE MILITIA CONVENTION.

Hon. Prov.SEC. 1aid on the table the reply of
the Adjutant. Genl. to Mr. 8. Campbell’s ques-
tion as to functions of the Militia Court, and
the mode of payment of the members com-
prising that Court..

The ADJT. GEXL. states that His Excellen-
¢y being impressed with the necessity of ad-
vancing the Militia organization a step beyond
that of the previous year, and being desirous
of availing himself of the local experience of
leading ofticers of the force, had deemed it ad-
visable to form these otficers into a Board of
Advice “in the hope of receiving valuable sug-
gestions with reference to the Militia estimates,
and some apparcntly necessary alterations in
the existing Militia Act.” He also states that
the Court is composed of o President and 21
officers, 4 of wlom receive no additional pay.
for attendance. Of thie remaining 18, 11 are
residing in this city, and 7 are from the coun-
try. The Adjt. Genl. also directs attention to
sec. 83 Militia Act of last year as the authority
to form the Court.

Mr. S. CAMPBELL said that he did not con-
sider the paper justread an answer to the re-
quisition he had made on the previous day, for
information in reference to the Militia Court
now sitting in this city.. He asked-a question
as to the functions and composition. of that
Court, but this bad not been- answered. He
had been led to make the enquiry he had from
information given him that the Court was com-

posed of members representing almost entirely -

one side of political opinions in this country,
for that reason he was induced to. ask who
were the persons who formed this body. 1f
what he had beard were the case, 1t ought tobe
taken into the serious consideration of the
House as. well ‘as of . the Government of the
country, for if a political character.was to be
given to any body of this kind, then its.value

was entirely lost. It was only necessary .to.

look to the neighboring States to see the evils
that arise from the influence of political parties
in connection with military matters, Iis ob-
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jection to the Court was that the House was
in session and clothed with the authority to
discuss every question in which the people
of this country were interested. This Court
was largely comunosed of members of the
Legislature. Was it not competent for these
gentlemen to furnish the House with the in-
formation which they give this Courts. Hehad
been informed that parties had been sum-
moned from the country at an expense
of several dollars a day, beside travelling
expenses. He did pot cousider the act
of last session. gave authority for any such
Court as was now in session. At a future day
he might test the opinion of the house as to
what he considered the coustitutional invasion
oftheir rights,and a contempt of their privileges
-aud whether it was not right that we should
have at the head of the Militia affairs one who
was responsible to the people of this country.
He had no hesitancy in saying that the adminis-
tration of Militia affairs in his own county was
a perfect farce. He saw upon the army list the
names of boys who ought to be at school, and
vet were sent into the different districts of the
county to drill the sfout yeomanry; that was
an insult to the loyal feeling of his constituents.

Mr. PRYOR said that in the time of Sir Colin
Campbell, the Lieutenant Colouels of the seve-
ral counties and the Advocate General were
summoned for some such purposc at the pre-
sent Court.

Hon. Prov. SEC. regretted that the hon.
member for Guyshoro bad thought it proper to
characterize the proceedings that had taken
place in such strong terms. The Act passed
last session kad devolved upon the Command-
er-in-Chief certain powers, and the hon. gentle-
man went beyond what e was entitled to
as a member of the Legislature when he
declared that the action taken was unconstitu-
tional, and a contempt of the privileges of the
House. Before he used such lapguage he
should have showm that the act passed
with $he deliberate sanction of the Legisla-
ture had been in the slightest degree
exceeded. The Government of the day were
responsible to the House for any public
money expended in any public . service,
and whilst he did not intend just now
discussing the question whether the re-
sponsibility of the Ministry in.reference to
the Militia force should be. increased or not,
he was satisfied that the good sense of the Le-
gislature would see that since the Militia or-
ganization was entrusted to. the care. of the
Commander-in-Chief, they had no other source .
to which to apply for informsation—as to the
amount of public money that might be required
for local defence—than to the persons bithérto
entrusted with the discharge of that duty.
The source, therefore, to which the Govern-
ment had to apply was to the Commander-in-
Chief, and to the Staff by which under the law
of this Province he was surrounded for the
discharge of the important functions in con-
nection with the militia. The Commander-in-.
Chief desired to get information, and he had’
adopted a certain mode to obtain it. “Whether
he had taken the: correct .course it was not for -
him (Dr. T.) to say;at all events, in.the dis-
charge. of what. he conceived to be his public
duty, he had thought it proper to proceed in'a .
certain way—and in doing so, he was guided .
strictly by the:law, as would be seen by refer-
ence to the 85th section of the Militia law of
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last session. The hon, member for Guyshoro’
could not say that it was mot the duty of
the . Commander-in-Chief. to take .advantage
of the services of gentlemen who he thought
were the most competent to give advice
and information in reference to the future de-
fences of this country. He trusted that what-
ever political differcuces might exist in this
country, the militia organization would be kept
free fromall party taint. He wassatisfied that
the Commander-in-Chief in the selection of
this Court—a selec’ion with which the Execu-
tive Council had nothing whatever to do—had
not given the slightest thought to party. If it
did happen,. that it was composed largely of
gentlemen representing one party, it might be
congidered purely accidental. He stated frank-
1y to the House that down to the present mo-
ment he had not endeavoured on any occasion
to use the slightest political influence in rela-
tion to the militia organization of the country,
aund he was confident he could say the same
thing for every member of the Executive
Couneil.

Mr, ArcaIBALD did not agree with his Hon.
friend, the member for Guysborough, in his
opinion, that it was unconstitutional for His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, to sum-

mon a Council of advice wupon mat-
ters which would come up for the
consideration of the House. He rather

thought that the Legislatme should be glad
to receive any suggestions or informa-
tion that might be offered by those who had
had an opportunity of testing the efficiency of
the Militia law—and he therefore was inclined
to the opinion that His Excellency was but
discharging a duty that he owed, as well as to
s own position as Commander-in-Chief,—
a3 to the Legislature who had to provide for
the service,—~in thus endeavouring to obtain
guch information as would tend “to place the
militia systemn upon a more efficient footing.
But while he disagreed with the member for
Guysborough, he was also_obliged to dissent
from the statement of the Hon. Pro. Sec’y, that
the §$5th section of the Militia Aect, authorized
the formation of a Court; such as that now
in session. That clause evidently referred to
Courts of Enquiry, upon matters of discipline
only, and had no relation to the functions as-
sumed by the present Court, The member for
Gusboro’ had also expressed the opinion that
it was time that some responsible person, in
connection with the militia, should have a seat
in the Legislature. He (Mr. A) was at a loss
to reconcile that statement with the anxiety
of that Honorable gentleman to dissever this
service from the influence of party pelitics.
Mr. CAMPBELL—I} is the case in Canada.
Mr. ARCHIBALD—It may be so, but I am
exceedingly doubtful as to the propriety of the
policy. Inalluding to the statement made by
the member for Guysboro’ that the Militia

Couit was composed -almost entirely of per-

sons of one side of politics, Mr. Archibald ex-
pressed his regret if such was the case—at the
same fime he was convinced that it must be
the result of accident, for he was certain that

His Excellency -would . be the  last man to.

sanction anything of that kind..
Mr. CouiN CAMPBELL said that ‘as militia

matters were under discussion, he had- a case

in conmnection with that subject, which he
wished to bring under the consideration
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of the House, and he would like to be in-
formed by.the Government. whether.the Ad--
Jjutant General was to.be guided by the deci-
sion of a Committee of the House or not. -. At
the last Session he had presented a petition.
from Captain James B. Stewart, of Clare:
in the County of Digby, praying for remunera.-
tion for certain services performed by him in
1862, in connection with the enrolment of the:
Militia in that County., A Committee of the
House recommended that the sum of $30 should
be pail to bim, which was adopted by
the House, and an order for that amount was .
first presented to the Receiver General, and
refused payment, and afterwards to the Adjt.
Genl., from whose office it was returned with
an endorsement by the Commander-in-Chief, to
the effect that it would offer a bad precedent
%0 pay it. He (Mr. C.) should like to be in-
formed whether the Militia authorities were
not bound to obey the directions of a Com-
mit'ee of the House. o
Hon. Prov. SEc. thought it was quite com-
petent for the Commander-in-Chief, under the
77th clause of the Militia Act, to call together "
a Board of Advice, in order to obtain informa-’
tion as to the best mode to provide for the de-
fences of the Country. He could not sce how
it interfered with the privileges of the Houge,
inasmuch as the deliberations of the Court
had no operation until sanctioned and approv-
ed by the Legislature. )
ME. PRYOR said that as allusion had been
made by the Hon. member for Guysbhoro to
the party complexion of the Militia Court, he
considered it but justice to the govermment
to state that, if such were the - case,
they had nothing to do with it. - And, in-
deed, until that hon. gentlemen had called .
attention to the subject, he (Mr. P.) was no%"
aware that such an imposition-could be alleged.
against it., He considered it a question entire--
ly aloof from party, and when the committee-
was about being filled up he suggested the
name of a person opposed to him ' politi
cally, whose services he considered necessary. .
The court had been visited by persons of all
shades of pelitics,and amongst others he would
name the member for South Colchester,: (Col::
Parker) who had given the Court the benefit '
of his advice. . o
Hon. FixL. SEC. said that if there was any
party complexion- it must be accidental—for
instance his own county (Pictou) was repre- .
sented by Col. Carmichael who was epposed
to him in politics, and who had been selected -
in preference to other gentlemen of equal'rank
whose politics concided with those of the pre-
sent'government, R
Mr. S. CAMPBELL said that he was aware:
that Col. Carmichael was on the Board and :
therefore he was guarded when he made the:
statement. that negrly all the members were
of one side of: politics. He was not aware of ..
another person on that side. e
Mr. PRYOR said he might be mistaken; but '
he wasinclined to think that Capt. MacKinlay: -
who was one of the officers who represent---
ed the volunteers, was on the same 'side.of .
politics. : P : P
Hon. Mr. SHANNON thought that a great:
deal of time was unnecessarily wasted on this:
discussion. :After all, the object of the Court
was simply to obtain the experience of those
interested in-the subject, and to make sugges
tions and amendments in the present’ system;




PARLIAMFNTAI:Y DFBAL‘ES. , f,

Wl:uch would ha.ve to come up for adopmon or

- rejection in the House. - -
The Hon. ATTORNEY GENL, smd that he
wag under the impression that the rule adopt-
e in'the constitution of the Court, wasto se-

lect the senior Colonel:from each county He -

himself, as -senior Colonel for-the county. of
Sy dney had been chiosen, but ashe deemed it
incompatible with his po‘utxon as'a member of

she government, he had deelined the honor of .

-a seatat the Board. It seended to Le generally
~admitted, that in order to keep pace with onr
sigter eolomes, some . advancewent should-be
-1pade in our militia- system:and he presumed
tliat the Commander in-Chief being anxiousto
obtain .the Dbest advige on the '-mbuu,(,t had
summoned tlie Court for that purpose. :
Attel some further - discussion the matter
dropped; aud the. House ad.;onrned until the
mxt; da.y at3o'clock, .

FRIDA‘Y, l‘ebmary 17.

The House met at 3.0’clock.

:  TRADE PATTERNS.

'Hon. PrOV. SEGC. laid on the table correspon-
“dence relative to the transmission of trade pat-
Larns by post.

CONFEDERATION.

‘V[r “rixLLER presented a petition from m}m»
bitants of Arichat, another fruro Red Islands,
and anotherfrom -River .luhabxt'mt&——‘mll inop-
pf)smon to Confederation.

My, P.SMYTH presented petltmu frora the
wuuty of Inverness on the same SubJE(‘

S ENQUIRY. ‘

Mr Poss asked -the Financial & ecref'u"v to
lay on theé table of ‘the House uerta.m road te-
turns from the: county of Vigtoria, and copy of
‘returns for money advanced -on Kelly’s Cove
road.- Mr. Ross also asked the Provincial Sec-
retary to lay en -the table of the House
the petition of the ' trustees of the Presby-
terfan Chnrch at Middle River, and all papers
convected therewith. ‘The said petition was
‘over twelve months in'the hands of the govern-
ment, aird 2810 action was taken on it; it was

~his desne that the petition and all papers con-
nected therewith should be referred to the com-
unttee on crown Jlands.

'l‘IIE SCHOOL.ACT.

M rBILL presented a petition from the coun-
ty of Kings, against the school act.

S ACT OF NATURALIZATION.. . .
Mr DONKIN presented a petition: of W. H
Bhtchell asking for'an act of naturalization,

) LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, ' .. .
Hon. Pro. SEC. 1aid on .the table cOpy of
) carrespondence relative to the aprointment of
addmonal members to the Legislative Lounml.

. i THE MILITIA CONVENTION.

_+'The Pro. SEE. laid onthetablea rep‘y from
. t'.he Adjutant General giving 'tlie names of the
+ gentlenien composig the ‘militia convention,

,agasked for by the hon. mémber for Guysboro. - |

The followmg isa list of the members of the

A
R, Tremam, Hx Mu Axt.l}

“papers, but that certain

‘of the house;
eitcular to the Citstos of. every county, asking
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Lieut Col R Starr, und Ixings : '
J. Stowaet, st (/umberland.
e « W B, Vail, 2ud Dighy.
‘O, Bonrinot,‘lst Cape Breton. ;
1. LeVesconte, 1st Richmond,
.S Hamﬂmn 11th talifux,
W. 7. Starratt, 8rd Annapolis.
J. W. Carmichael th Pu,tou ;
Ma_mr L. W. Hill, 2nd Hans, :
Capt. C. Allison, 3rd Queens,
‘Capt A K. Mackmlny, Scottish Vol IInhlnx,
Lieut. ('« chran, Chebucto Groys,
Colonel Sinelair. Adjutant (;lUA(‘l'dl
Colonel Laurie, I, F. 0.
-Licut. Colonel T, Mxlsom I F 0.
Lieut. Colone! C. Sawyer, L. ¥. O,
RATUWAYS IN LAPL' BRI‘TO}T

Mr, BoURINOT. introduced a bill entitled an
act to amend the act mcorpora,t ng the Louis-
burg Railivay company.  .In refcrence to this
bill he stated that several wealthy and promi-
nent American gentlemen had arrived by the
stearnzr that dqy———men of large capital, 1e re-
genting such persons as John Jacob A\tOr, 0-
bers (,unveme Gieneral Strong—and intended
to pmceed immed iately with the constr uc-
tinn of arailway to Sydney and Lonisburg, in
order that they might be enabled to slifp coal
with greater hcxlity He trusted that the house
would afford every facility to these gentlemen
1n the prosecnutionof this great undertaking.

The “ull wastead 4 first and second nme, and
referred to the commltcea on private hills.

. ACTS OF INCORPORATION:

. Mr. BouginoT introduced a bill to mcorpo-
rate the'Caledonia - Coal Mmmg (.-nmpany in

g a“

‘the county of Cape Breton.

- Mr. Tosix -introduced a bill to- uworporate
the Stonecutters - a.nd ’\hsons Association et
Halifax, .

_THE TRANCHISE. ACT. -

"Mr. ANNAND then' said—I wish tb call the
atttention of the‘Government to a Inattér of
congiderable nnportance«to the act whxdx will
come into operation on the’ 2tk June, 1865, Te-
lative tc the election of membery in the House
of Assembly. It hascome to my knowledge
that in one county—if not in two-—the require-
mentsof thatact have not been fulfilled. In

-~ Guysboroughthe nagistrates not only: neglect-
‘ed to appoint revisors, but actually refused Ly

a majority to take any action on' the premises.
T would like to kiiow fram the Government
-what action they inténd to take in- reterence o
a matter of such magnitude,

"Hon PROY. SECRETARY.—The’ Govemment
have pever had this matter brought officially
uhder' their- notice, that I am aware of. "Tre-
member seeings mmafhini; about it ib'the news-

y-is not anauthentic

mode of brmgmrr the matter to the notice of the
government, I may state for the information
}fbwever, that I have addressed'a

him to furnish the Government with infosma-
tion with regard to the steps that hava bosn ca.—
ken to apply thelaw. .

Mr. JosT.—The county Lunenhurg iz in
the same state.. There is fothing in the lawto
compel Grand Juries'to recommend -révisors,.
and that at: Lunenburg, I presume, -exercised.
the.u: owp discretion. in, the matter., = - kR

: “+: Mr: ARCHIBATD'=~We'are: expressly’ ordered .
" “inthe-act: to-comply -with-its re ?uxsltlon, ‘and -

any Grand Jury o Sessionsthat failed todose,
acted in contravention of the law. It is time
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that the franchise of this ooumry was pla,oul in
aposition of certainty. Ifan elp ion was held
next summer difliculties would be suretoen-
sue, as matters are now, If weare to have the
franchise the same as in the adjoining provinee
letit be done now. Lot the country clearly un-
derstand what is to be the franchise.

Mr. 8. Caxr prLL—X am gla(l that the T’m-
vineind Secretary has addressed @ circuaiar to
the different counties on this subjecl. As re-
spects the countwy of Gruyshoro it was not a
mere acei:lental omission on the part of the
sessiond and grand jury to fulfiil the mquiro
menfs of the Iaw, bt there was n po&uwn Te-
fagal—ao delilierate ciolution of the law of the
conntry. uyshoro was one of those coninties
where it was yequived thot action shouid be
taken an the fall term of the suprems court.,
Provious to ghat 1l term, the Cluk of the
Peace, by the diree fwm of the Custos, eaile
specinl ions to be held at the saree time a2
the supizme court iz the connty, at which ths
tlu) graud Jury wera to be in atteudance.

S0 far they fulflied their duty.

The Supreme Conrt wet, the specinal sessions
med, the grand jury mab in conpec-
hat spectal cage, and then a e yo‘w
Aeliberate var sented by a number of
nin Ll'm sus, refusing fo act nu-
uin resolntions were passed
]wxfe:( thatthey would uot- act
There could be therefors

oty

WAas ¢eonvw

ny wlm hthey de
nuder the Lm*

no exense in shat county, as exists in Luneu-
burg, where it was (_mtirr:!y an aceids nml

owission on
thercfore, !
the Provineh

wpart of the r;tﬁm dg. T ehink,
tinwddition to the cireular which
ary hag addressed to the
differert cous ‘show! dbe sore enqui-
ry made 8 to the partic ular ciremnstances un-
der which action has not been taken inany
countv. Tt wouhi not xliatros% me mueh if this
act was not, cardod oub in the connty of Guys-
bove; bat Ido ﬂunk it hard that any portion of
the peopie of this country, by the delibevate ac-
tion of any one, whould be disfranchiscd, for
that will bethe effect if this diffculty iy not
remedied.
’\Ir. Doss.—I may state io reference to Victo-
a thad the new franchise acihas pob been 'mt-
edon 1)"f!w Custos cr Sessiors. The Cus
neglected o call the special Sessions. iha
J udsre catled the Custos to ace cunt, and his re-
bly was that ]m bad no instructions froa the
Uovemmmt. The law, 1 stated at the timg,

WwWas sui Lt m\tnm,x'ms.
Hon. A'.r ORNEY (T ENERAL~-It will be found
that the civeulur addressed to the several Cus-

tos wiil contain =1 1he information reguired by
the hon. member for Guysbore’.

Hon Prov. SresiTany.~I think this ciren-
Iar covers the growud wished by the hon mem-
ber for Guysboro. 1t requives the Custos © to

furnish without delay for the information of -

the go\'unmeun the proceediugs had Ly the
Court of Sessions wnd its officers in respeéct to
the new Franchise Law &c.”

Mr. ToniN~—I am not swrprised that the

rrand juries in the different counties of this
r'mmtry have refused to bring that law inte
operation. 1f is'one of the most obroxious
faws that was ever -passed in ‘this House,
It had not the :mrmon of this House
—mnor to any greal extent. of the wupper
branch. That law was the means of des-
troying the influence and power in this
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country of the party that mssed ifin this Eouse ;

Now the same party come forward and en-
deavour to force the Government into bring-
ing this obnoxious law into operation -and
pressing it upon the peoplo. Where was the in-
fluence of the hon. mewmber for Guyshoro in
his own eouaty? Had not he sufficient influ-
ence with the Grand Jury .and with the elec-
tors 1o prevent them disfranchising themselves
in the event of an election? These gentlemen
who orviginated and pagsed this law are -ac-
countable for the manner in which it has been
received by the people
deal with the fmnchise of this conntry and
put it upon either a manhootdor property basis.
Lot there be a law in which the people ean
hav “ confidence, not one establishing a board
of a 1$01'8 ’v.ho will have it iu their power
to ;ji\'e any man a vote or refuse it. L remein-
ber hearing the Provivcial Secreiary himself
denonnce this act when it was before the
Lesislature as one of the worst measures that
conld be devi ﬂed

Mr. 8. CAMPBELE~I was certainly aston-
ished when 3 heard the hen, mewber for Lu-
nenbury ablempt & guasi justitication for
the course taken in his county in reference to
this law, but T aan still more so, at the reinarks
that have [allen from the hon, gentleman w ho
represents the city of Halifax, T o surprized
that he should attempt to ]us“m,' the aclion of
any men in contravendon of the low of the
land. The bhon. geniloman as
the influence of the X)“‘lnblf}.’ for Guyshoro'?
Lot me tell Litn that the member for Guys-
boro” had no nore to do
Special Sessions on the
tlmu he himself., Bat Ls
did.  Fhe Supreme Co

oceasion it ouestion
shall tell it what I
urt was sitting and

%, where was

The flouse should:

with the action of the

the judge sbout to dijcharge the Grand jury .

from their attendance, when 1 brought to the”

notice of His Lords hlp the fact that this law

ought to be complied with, and that a special -

sessions had been called in counection - with it.
1 did my duty on that occasion. What .more’
could I have done? What is to become of the

dignity and privilegesof this Legislatura if the

Jaws it Trasses are to be openly
at nonght. -1 ('a,lled dt,.mmon yvesterday to an
invasion of the rights of this ITouse. We have
it also in ])1‘(1~1]¥PL§ to make ihis Lody a mere
grand jury or something less um\ornnt. L
trust the time is far distant when the power.

and dignity of this House will be altered ag it
is proposul to be done.

Mr., ARCHIBALD—Wearc not discussing t}m
policy of the law. If it were the 1aost impolitic

uv‘uied and set

law in the world, the hon. member for Hali~
fax would be d01n'>' avrong. to rise in bis

lace in this House and palliate or encourage -

its deliberate violation., Such an attempt is
unworthy of the hon. gentleman and of-the

position which the holds in this House and ™

country, ‘He can introdice a bill for the pur-

pose of repe'zhnn' this act which he considers

80 obnoxious, but because it does not meet’

with his approval, is he to. say that every su-
bhordinate officer haa'a right to violate the aw?
I take issue at once with the hon. niember,'as
to the fact that a majority of this House were
not in, favor of this bill. The differerice of
opinion was not with respect to the principle,
hut rather with reference to the time in which
it should come into operation; Tn the Legisla-
tive Council also, L helieve, thers was large

majority in fa.vor of the nnncxple, and the o



jection that was felt in reference to the time in
which it should become law, was removed by
the amendment that was passed. At all
events, this is not the proper time to discuss
the character of the law. )

Mr. KAvLBACKk—I may state for the infor-
mation of the House that tlie impression pre-
vailed in my countf' that it was inténded to,
repeal this law, and that it would be, there-
fore, incurring needless expense for the Grand
Jury and Sessions to take measures for bring-
ing it into operation. Che law is very obnox-
ious to the people, and I coufess that I pro-
mised to do my utmost to strike it off the
Statute Book.

Hon. Prov. SEC.~I feel it necessary, after
what has just fallen from the hon. member for

hon. member has stated with perfect accuracy
this ‘at the time the bhill was introduced to
change the franchise of the country, I gave it
my most determined opposition. 1 stated. the
objections X entertained to that measure, and
did all that I could constitutionally to oppose
its passage ; but the House does not require to
be told that not only I but the party with
which I have been accustomed to act, with re-
wmarkable unanimity,exerted our power to the
utmost to defeat that bill. I differ from the
hon. member for Colchester as to the feeling in
this House in reference to the measure; it was
not merely objectionable as regards the time it
was. to go- into operation.::The party which
claimed to vepresent public opinion. jn this
country, with the greatest unanimity declared
against the fundamental Erinciple of that law
during its passage through the House, These

bill was sent up to the Legislative Council,
where it wasiamended so far as respects the
time in which it should go tnto effect. The
moment that took place 1y position was en-

stant it became the law of the land, I was
bound as a member of the Legislature,

Scotia, to. respect and observe it. (Hear,
hear.) There is no ¢uestion that this res-
ponsibility rests -éven with  greater force
upon the members of the government. whose
duty it is to enforce the laws upon the statute
book of the country. Therefore my duty as a
citizen; as a representative of the people, and
as 'a member of the Government is clear and
unqualified,and it is to respect the law as . far
ag [ies in my power. I may endeavourio re-

pealit, bus, as I stated on a former occasion,
fromthe attitude faken by theLegisiative Coun- -

cil, I feel it-would be utterly uselessto make
any change in the fundamental principles of
the act on thestatute hook, I feel it necessary
to state that whilst mﬁ opinions are to a large
extent unchanged with regard to.the policy of
that measure—for if it were now. under
consideration of the House I would oppose. it
as I'did in the session of 1863,—under existing
c¢ircumstances I.think the hon. member for
Halifax, on reflection, will see that the duty of
all of w8 i8: to carry out and vindicate the

law, and ‘that until we. have changed it in a.

legitimate manner we must bow to it astc any
other statute of the land. e -
‘Mr, ToBIN—I think it will be found that.I
have said nothing to controvert the doctrine
laid down by the hon. P.ovincial Secretary, I
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Halifax, to say something on this subject. The .

eftorts, however, were unsuccessful, and the -

tirely changed. Whilst I could constitutionally .
loppose -its passage here I did so; Lut the in- .

" this application was to introduce the

the .

kY

:stated that I was not surprised that the grand
Juries refused to bring a law so obnoxious to
the'people into operation, Am I not at liberty
to characterize that law or that bill rather by
any,]anﬁuage that I'may see fit? Why, it can
hardly be said to haye become law as yet—it
never been enforced in this country. -
Mr. ArRCcHIBALD—The bon. géntleman knows
that it goes into operation this year,
Mr. TopiN—I am not surprised that the hon.
Eeut.lemzm is warm on the subject of this pet
aby of kis. Tam afraid he will have to pro-
vide a pap spnon for it before long, if he wishes
that it should grow up. It did not. pass the
Legislative Council at the first session it was
introduced. It was laid over and was not al-

_lowed to take effect until the general clection

was over. Last winter it was taken up and a
clause inserted to bring it into operation, if
possible this year. The House, I contend, has
a perfect right to deal with it,” and shouln[ not
force upon the people 2 measure so obnoxiouns
to thema, Let me add, that if any gentlemen
wish to destroy themselves poli:icalfy in’ this
country, all they have to do, is to force it upon’
the people.
ACT OF INCORPORATION.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON presented a petition,
and introduced a bill, for the incorporation of
the Waverley Gold Mining Company,

P. G. CORRESPONDENCE,
Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL laid on the table

‘certain correspondence connected with the

Post Office at Truro. Also in reference to the
loss of a money letter in%the Antigonishe P. O.

BILL RELATIVE T0 PUBLIC OFFICES,

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL asked leave
tointroduce a bill to * authorise certain Incor-

_porated Companies to become sureties for pub-

lic officers.” 7The hon. gentleman briefly ex-
Flained that this bill was founded upon the
mperial Act; and the object was, that in case
of ‘contracts for the performiance of public

- services, instead of the Government taking

as-a member: of the community  of Nova  the individual bonds of the contractors

this
Company undertook to guarantee the perform-
ance of the work. A branch of the Company
was in existence in Canada, and the objeet of
practice
into this country.” T
The bill was read a first time,
INDIAN AFFAIRS, S

The Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY, by com-
mand, laid upon the table the Report of the
Commissioners upon Indian affairs. "

The report furnishes an abstract of blankets -
and coats distributed amongst the Indians in
various parts of ‘the province during the year
1864—772 blankets and 150 great coats. It also

-contains an-account of the debits and credits—

balance in hand $169.23, reserved to meet fur-
ther-applications this winter, L
Annexed alsoisa statement showing receipis
for portions of the Indian reserves, sold to indi~
-viduals who had settled upon and improved
them; also, sundry payments made from that
fund—leaving a balance in the. treasury, in-
cluding interest to 31st Dec., $1067.83, .
. The cornmissioner refers to prospective saléa
as desirable. in some cases—and te the policy

which shéuld" be - preserved, with reference to
-the very large tracts of land, held as ressrves

—with -very little prospect of inducing the In-.
dians to occupy and improve them.
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Hon, Mr. MCFARLANE thought the time had
arrived when some steps should be taken in re-
lation to the Indian Reserves, for, as they were
managed at present, they were of no ‘benefit
either to the Indians or anybody else, except
perhaps 10 those who were engaged year after
year in stripping the lands of the timber which
made them valuable. He believed that some
few instances occurred in Cape Breton where
the Indians had been induced to settle npon
‘those lands, but as a general thing they derived
no benefit from them. He thought that the
Committee should enquire into the matter, and
ascertain whether it would not be to the advan-
tage of the Indians to sell the lands and apply
the proceeds to their use. It was true that the
race which at one time caused so much excite-
ment in this country was rapidly disappearing,
still it was proper that the rights of those
that remained should be protected.

Mr. DONALD FRASER agreed with the mem-
ber for Cumberland that it was time that some-
thing should be done in this matter. In hig
county (Pictou) there was a large number of
Indians, many of them in a state of starvation,
and he did not suppose there were more than a
hundred acres of Indian Reserves in the whole
county, while throughout the rest of the Pro-
vince there were large tracts. .He thoughtthat
in those counties where these lands were situ-
ate, and where there were but few Indians, the
Iands should be sold, and the proceeds applied
for the benefit of the Indians in other counties.
He shonld like to be informed how the Indian
money was distributed, and in what proportion
it was received by the different counties.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE replied that it was
not distributed by Counties at all.. ‘He be-
lieved that the Commissioner had taken great
pains to ascertain where aid was most re-
quired, . ' .

Mr. LONGLEY did not agree with the mem-
ber for Cumberland that the aborigines were
fast disappearing from the country. He was
informed by the Mic Mac Missionary that, so

far from that being the case, they wererapidly -

increasing in number. In his opinion, the
1ands should be retained for the use of the In-
dians, As long as they were valueless, nobody
took any interest in them; but the moment
that there was a prospect of making anything
out of them, theve seemed to be a disposition
to deprive the poor Indians of any benefit to
be derived from them.. :

Hon. PROV. SEC. explained to the member

for Pictou,. that accompanying the Commis-
sioner’s Report was a detailed statement shew-
ing the amount of blankets used, and to whom

given.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that the original ob- .

ject of these reserves was to provide hunting
grounds for the Indians, but as the country be-
came nmore thickly settled they became useless
for that purpose, and the result was thatthe
* Indians sold the timber to- the white man, too
often, he was afraid, not for the best purposes.
Every effort had‘ been made in Inverness
(where there were large tracts of reserves)to
induce the Indians to settle, but to no_purpose.
And he was inclined to think it would be more
for their benefit to sell the land and apply the
proceeds to their use, than to allow them fo re-
‘main as they are, of no use to anybody and ex-
posed to be plundered of the timber.
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M. Coriy CAMPBELL said that complaints
had been made to him that the blankets issued
were too small. ) o

CROWN LANDS, &C.

Hon. Pro, Sec., by command,laid on the ta-
ble the report of the Commissioner of crown
lands for the past year, N '

The report exhibits a large increase in the re-
ceipts over any former years. The gross'sum
‘amounts to $38,308.76 for 1864, showing an ex-
cess over the previous year of $18,9190.74. The
number of areas applied for was 97,383—exceed-
ing that of 1853—47852 acres. The expenditure
for the department during the year for surveys,
&ec., in Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, including
returned monies on'rejected petitions, amounts
to $14,635.73—giving the nett proceeds of the
year $23763. The report is also accompanied
with an abstract exhibiting the nutnber of acres
applied for by each county, and the amounts
paid respectively.

The Commissioner alludes encouragingly to
the evidences of prosperity which these returns
exhibit, and especially remarks upon the pro-
gress making in the Island of Cape Breton in
adjusting the linex and bounds of settlers, who
had many years since entered into possession
of lands without title. On this subject be re-
fers to a comprehensive report of Mr. Henry,
Commissioner for adjusting these difficul-
ties, From this report it .appears that theie
have been 1673 lots surveyed, containing 237,204
acres—thus defining the lines and: bounds held
by 1598 squatters—at a cost of about $1 per hun-
dred, and removing all future grounds of con-
troversy. i

Both reports abound with various important
suggestions for facilitating. the work of the de-
partment, and carrying out the views of the
Legislature in passing the act of*1859 for quiet-
ing titles in the Island of CapeBreton, and open-
ing up new roads for the convenience of back
settlers. The value of the lands alreapy sur-
veyed under the act, amounts, at $44 per acre,
to $104,369, and a large amounnt of work is yet to
be done. :

Mr. CALDWELL presented a petition from
Glace Bay, asking for additional mail accom-
modation. .

Mr. MILLER asked the Government to lay on
the table of the house a resurn showing the
number of disputed applications for lands now
pending in the - Crown Land: Office, or before
the Executive Committee, with the dates of the

-several applications, the names of the appli-

cants, and the connties in which situated. .

- Also, ‘a similar return’ respecting disputed
applications for rights of search, leases, etc., in
the office of the Commissioner of Mines, or un-

_ der the considération of the Committee of the

Executive Council. - : o
Mr. BLANCHARD expressed the hope that the
members of the Government would read the
report of the crown land commissioner with
care before they came to divide the road me-
ney; for they would find that in many parts ef
Cape Breton where people had settled who
were engaged in developing the resources of
the country, but small provision was made for
theroad service. - Doy : L
Mr. BOURINOT instanced, in illustration of
this, the state of the road in the neighborhood
of the important settlement. of Gabarous, and
said that it would scarcely be believe&, yet
such was the  fact, that, within a year or two,
they had no means of communication with

-
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Syduey except over stumps and stones in a
road that could hardly be called a respectable
bridle-path, He could point to roads near Sal-
mon River in the same state; where for miles
and miles there was nothing but a mere path
by which the settlers could bring their produce
to market. Itwas unnecessary for himn to en-
large upon the importance of these roads to
the settlers, especially as the markets of Cape
Breton had been so much- extended, since the
introduction of foreign capital in the working
of the coal mines. And while he did not wish
to cast imputation upon any Government, he
could not refrain from expressing his opinion
that Cape Breton had never received her pro-
per share of the public monies,

Mr. LockE thought that these people should
have settled along the St. Peter's Canal, in-
stead of going into the interior, where they had
no roads. - .

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that last sessionhe had
suggested that the large sum of £4,000, which
was granted to what was called the St. Peter’s
Canal, but what was in reality only a ditch
should be devoted to the roads and bridges o
Cape Breton; but the members for that island
would not listen to him, and now they began
to realize -the wisdom of his suggestion. In
reference to the settlement of Crown Lands
in Cape Breton, alluded to in the Commis-
sioner’s report, he would remark that there
was a large tract of valuable land between
Salmon River and Stewiacke in somewhat a
similar position; and he would suggest to the
Government . the propriety of having the
boundaries defined and the land disposed of.

Mr. MILLER thoughtf it strange that when-

ever 3 member froma()a.pe Breton got up to de-

mand justice for. that Island sowme other hon.
gentleman found it necessary to fling in his
teoth this grant to the 8t. Peter’s Canal. The
gentlemen who were so fond of doin
better inform themselves more thoroughly
upon the subject. Let them go to Cape Breton

and see the necessity:that existed for this work, .

and the great advantages that would result
from. its completion,—and then perhaps the
house would hear less of these sneering allu-
sions to the claims of Cape Breton. Nor did
he, for one moment, admit that she had ever
received more.than her due. . When the large
amount that she annually contributed to the

Provincial revenues was considered, he thought '

that it would be found that so far from  Cape
Breton having enjoyed an undue share of pub-
lic patronage, she had never yet received that

consideratior to which she was justly eutitled.

Mr. ARCHYBALD said that he thought that

the disposition of the house had always been -

to do justice to Cape: Breton. Nobody had
said that she received ap undueshare of public
patronage, but there might be a difference of
opinion as to whether the money expended in
the St. Peter’s Canal would not have been bet-

wor employed in developing the interior com--

munication.of the county. .

Mr. LEVESCONTE was glad that the St, Pe--
ter's Canal had -advanced & step'in the estima- -

tion of the hon, member for Colchester since
the last session—then it was a “ hole,” now it

was a ditch.© That hon, gentleman considered -

the money granted to that canal as money

thrown away. - He little knew the importance

of the work. Gentlemen should. remember
that this money had been granted because the

people of Cape Breton'did not participate i -

this had .
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the benefits to be derived from the large sums,
expended on railroad commanication east and .
west, Herecommended gentlemen to wait un--
til the report.of te commissioner upon .this
work had been laid upon the table. -He had
arisen principally to call attention to a portion
of the crown land commissfoner’s report, which
referred .to the settlement .of fishermen upon
certain parts of the crown landsin Cape Bre-
‘ton, whom he termed squatters. . Perhaps they
may degerve that title, but at. all events some
of them, and their fathers before them, had
been settled on these lands for 30 or 40 years,
and he thought it a great injustice that these
men who contributed .lavrgely to.the revenues
of the proviace should be called: upon to pay -
for the survey and grant of a small piece of
land, consisting ofien of not more than from a -
half to two acres, as much as was paid for a.
huudred acres in the interior of the country. .
Mr. BLANCHARD agreed as to the injustice
of this system, and thought it was time it was
altered, . L o
Hon. ArTy. GEN. said that he had always
sui)ported the grant to St. Peter’s.Canal. He
did not think that Cape iSreton had any right
to complain. She had always received her .
fair share of public monies; and in the matter
of Crown Lands she was particularly favored

‘over Nova Scotia Proper, Any person in that

island could obtain a grant and have four or
five years to pay for it, which was not the case
anywhere elss. o U

n allusion to the remarks of the member for -
Colchester, the Hon. Attorney General ac-
knowle%ed the importance of having these:
Crown Lands laid ouf, and roads made so as.
to encourage settlers. . Scme amendment of
the law would probably be required, whereby
the young men of this country could ohtain
grants upon the same terms as were now held
out to. emigrauts; for surely it was & wiser
golicy to endeavor to keep the young men at

ome than to allow them to ge abroad, as they
were now doing, to settle in other countries. -
Mr, LoCKE said thatit- always jarred ulgon

his feelings to hear the members for Ca o~
ton coustantly talking of the injustice they re- :
ceived, and especially about the St. Peter’s ca-
nal.. The House had just been told that that

: gmnt had been masle as an equivalent for the

enefits other counties had received from. the
railroads. - He should like to know how much
more_benefit Sheiburne derived from- those .
works than Cape Breton. Ifthat waslthe prin- .
ciple adopted, he presumed his application for
aid to the road .from Shelburne to nAmnapolis .
was safe. I .

He agreed with the member for Richmond,
(Mr. LeVesconte,) that it was exceedingly un-.
Just that the fishermen should bave to.pay so
large a sum to secure their rights. This should
be remedied. CeTe ‘ ,

Mr. BOURINOT said that he would not have .
referred to the question of the.distribution of
the road monies, as he did not consider it the.
proper time to do- 80, had it not. .been.for -
the statements of the. hon. Attorney General
thatthere had always been .a disposition;to do
justice to Cape:Breton. Such was notthe case.
Cape Breton-had-never received. justica, and ho-
much doubted whether evén the Attorney Ge-
neral himself was always inclined o give it to

+ her, The hon. member for Shelburne complain-
. @d-that the members for Cape Breton were con-

stantly urging her claims. = They were obliged:



20

to do so,in order that justice might be done,
and even then they did not always receive it.—
They did not/demand any favors, all they asked
for'was simple justice.” 1Te held under his hand
the subdivision of the road grant of the last
seasion, and what did he find ? That although
Cape Breton stood third in the scale of counties
as regards populatiou, extent of territory, and
regonrces, she was ninth as regarded the divi-
sion of the grant, Even Lunenburg had re-
ceived more consideration. Was this right or
just? He askedfor no favors— he simply
wished CapeBreton to be placed upon the same
footing as the other counties of the Province,
and it was to'obtain this that he was obliged so0
frg&uenuy to raise his voice in her behalf.

r. TOBIN was glad to hear fron. the Atty.
Genl. that justice would be done to Cape Bre-
ton. It had never yetbeen the case. 1fit had
the St. Peters Canal would have been comple-
ted long ago. Itwas now 15 years since it had
been commenced, and he hoped that a suffi-
cient sum would be provided in the estimates
to ensure its completion. While upon thesc
matters of public works, as he saw the Com-
migsioner of Railroads in his place he would like
toknow whether the Government intended to
provide for the construction of the Railroad to
Annapoljs this year. - He would be fhul if the
state of the public revenues would allow of
the comstruction of both these great works.
He had always looked upon the St. Peters
Canal as a most_important undertaking, and
had invariably given it his support. He was
pleased to find a gentleman from the West
filling the position of Chief Railway Commis-
sioner, and he presumed that now justice
would be done to the West as well as the East.

He did not like to hear of complaints of injus- .

tice from any quarter. It should be the object
of hon. members to meet out e%ual Justice to
all and so far as he was able he had always
been ready to assist members from distant
counties in everything he thought deserved
public support. :

Mr. KAULBACK said that as attention had
been directed to the County of Lunenburg, he
deemed it his duty to stand up for her rights,
He did not understand these speering allusious
to the county he had the honor to represent,
and he would not allow any disparaging re-
marks to pass unchecked. Thatcounty, he
did not hesitate to say, stood second te none
n the Provinee, as regarded population, re-
sources, or extent ot territory, and he wonld
take that opportunity of stating that he did
not conceive that she had ever received her
fair share of the road money. He had risen
principaliy to resent the confemptuous man-
net in which allusions had been made to his
county which he could not aliow to pass un-
checked. .

Mr. LoNGLEY said that it would be rather
premature at that time, to enter into_particn-
lars as'to the Anuapolis Railroad; when that
subject, and the St. Peters Canal came proper-
1y before the House, he should express his sent
timents. : )

Mr. BouriNoT said—Let the people of An-
napolis take pattern from Cape Breton—there
they build thieir own Railroads and develop

their owia resources; without asking for public-

aid.. . ; )
Mr. CHURCHYLL said that he hoped-the im-
partant subject of apening up the crawn lands
of the Province would réceive greaterattention
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at the hands of the government, than had prés
viously been the case. He had frequently
urs:,ed the necessity for some improved system -
being adopted but without snccess.

Hon, Prov. SECY. said that there was great
force in what the hon member for Richmond
had said as to the injustice of demanding the
same amount for grants of small areas as for
large tracts. He hoped that the Committee
on Crown Lands would take the matter into
their consideration and bring it before the
House, }

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock on Mon-

day.

MoNDpAY, 20th Feb.
The House met at 3 o’clock.
MISCELLANEOUS,

Mr. BOURINOT introduced a bill to amend -
the act incorporating the International Coal
Mining Company. Also, bill to incorporate
Clyde Company. Also, petition of Marshall
Bourinot and Hugh McLeod, junior, in refer-
ence to opening a harbour at Miré, and a bill in
accordance with the prayer thereof. The two
former bills were read a second time, and re-
ferred to the Committee on Private Bills.

Hon. FIN, SEC. introduced a bill to incorpo-
rate the Acadia Coal Company, which, on his
motion, was read a second time, and referred
to Committee on Private Bills.,

The hon. gentleman also laid on the tabie
certain Petitions on Postal Matters which were
referred to the Committee on P. O. in accord~
ance with the practice of the House. .

Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
Inverness favorable to Assessment for the
support of schools, Also petition asking for de-
lay in the question of Confederation. .

{r. COWIE presented a petirion from Port
Matoun, Queens Co,, against the school act.
He also handed the following petitions to the
Financial Secretary-—one from the inhabitants:
ot Liverpool asking for a light house at Little
Hope; anather from the inhabitants of Port .
Medway, and Mill Village, for a special grant
for a road in the northe n district; a third from -
Mill Village, praying for a grant to construct a
public landing.

Mr. LEVESCONTE asked leave te present,
and refer to committee on navigation securities,”
the petition of Rev. James Ross, &c., of Grand&
River, in reference to the deepeninglr of the en-~
trance of the river; but as it asked fon » money
graunt, it was not received, but referred to-the
Fmancial Seeretary. '

The same hon. gentleman also called atten~
tion to a petition from the inhabitants of Bar~:
rasois, praying for assistance in removing &'
bar from the river; also to another from 8.
Martell, mail carrier, praying for additionak.

compensation, i
Mr. PRYOR presented a petition from D.’
Halligay, of Beaver Bank, asking for compen®

gation in connection with a wood countract:
with the railway department. - Inaccordance
with the practice, 1t was refe'red to the rail-"
way committee, - . s
Mr. SEANNON presented a petition from:
several parties in Lower Prostpect against the.
practice of trawl fishing. - Referred to fishery-
committee. ' .
Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
persons at Little Mabou, &e, askip%- for the
passage of a& law on the subject of setting
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tiets. Fo thought a general law ought to be
framed to n,%ply to the whole province.

Mr. 8. McDONNELL hoped that steps would
Ve taken ta carry out the prayer of the tpeti‘
tion, a8 it dealt with a matter deserving of the
gerious consideration of the House. i

The petition was referred to the committee
ou the flsherles,

Mr, BLANCHARD introduced a bill to incor-
porate the Virgin Lodge of Freemasons,

Mr. P, SMYTH handed to the Finauncial Se-
cretary a petition from the inhabitants of Mal-
lagawash asking for aid to open a boat canal
to River Denis Basin,

THE REVISED STATUTES.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL stated to the
House that he had the pleasure of informing
them that the Revised Statutes were now pub-
iished, and in the course of a few days
would be ready for distribution. He stated
that he had looked over the work, and consid-
ered it most creditable to all those concerned
in getting it up. He alluded especially to the
valuable character of the Index that had been
prepared after agreat deal of trouble, and con-
sidered it would compare favorably with simi-
lar works in any part of America. He also
stated that he would lay the copy he held in his
hand on the table for the consideration of gen-
tlemen, and that in afew days it would be
declared the law of the land.

Mr. CALDWELL was glad to_see the hon,
Attorney General so prompt_in laying on the
table of the House the new Revised Statutes,
which he enquired for a few days ago,and only
trusted they would meet the requirements of
the countz. While up he would ask the hon.
Attorney General did the government intend to
furnish the magistracy of the province with a
copg of the new book gratis. It was well known
to the House that the two last editiors were
Eurchased by the magistrates heretofore, and

e was of opinion it would be unfair to
make them pay for legislative errors which no
doubt had caused the revision of the present
volume,

Hon, Prov. SECY. said that to carry out
the proposition of the hon. gentleman would
incur a very large pecuniary outlay.

Mr. ARCHIBALD was understood to allude
to the hurried manner in_which some of the
statutes had been passed last session, and to
the probability that sowe mistakes might be
found in  this work notwithstanding ail the
pains taken with it by the gentlemen to whom,
it had been entrusted. He thought that, per-
haps, the work ntight be referred to a commit-
teaof .the House for their consideration.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that one or two tri-
fling incorgruities might be found in the work
arising from gentlemen - having introduced
amendments to .3 statute without having
considered the whole as it was before, .
The gentlemen to whom. the work was en-
trusted did-nos feel at liberty to interfere with
what the Legislature had done. Most of the
{acongruities would be found inthe Magistrates

_ Act, which had been a. subject  of much dis-
cussion -in the House .for several .years past.
He expressed the feeling of the Committes as
to the valnable assistance afforded them in the :
praparation of the work by the late Mr Chas.
Harrington, Q. C. . He.also alluded to the care. .
exhibited X:L:he printer throughout in the 'gnb- .
lication-of the-8tatutes. . The. work -would be
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found not only to contain the General Revised -

Statutes, but the le,
well, He trusted- that. the House and coun-

“try would bear with any trifling inaccuracies

thit might be found in the work. ‘

glation of last winter as

Mr, BOURINOT alluded to the opposition ‘

which the bill he had introduced to 6xtend the

urisdiction of Magistrates had met from mem-

ers of the legal profession:in the House, -

The House, however, last year having ap-
{)roved of the principle of the bill, the hon.
eader of the opposition promised to do his ut-
most to perfect its provisions. The hon.
gentleman who was now--judge in Equity
alsv gave s promise tothe same effect. There-
fore 1f the bil! was not as perfect as it should
be, no one wis to blame except the gentlemen
of the bar themselves ’ '

Mr. MiLLER asked if it was the ntentlon of -

the Goverament, this year, to bring in

a bill in reference to the collection of

debts by Magistrates as the hon.' Mr.
Johuston had stated last session that he
would move in-the matter, He did not think
the Lion, member for Cape Breton could talke
much credit to himself for this bill, but that it
was obnoxious-to a majority of the people. ' If
its provisions were to be carried ont by men of
integrity and knowledge, he would not say
anything, but the magistracy contained men
who were a disgrace to it. :

Mr. BoUuRINOT said that the same tliing could -

be said of the legal profession, .

Mr. MiLLER did not deng that snch waa the
cage, and weut on to say that the hou. gentle-
man would find that the credit he appeared in-

clined to take for the bill was altogether pre- .

mature. He did not counsider that the hon.
gentlema.n -was entitled to any consideration
rom members of the legal profession in the
House, after his frequent attacks upon them,

Mr. BougiNoT said that it- was amusing to
notice the air of patronage which the hon,
member invariably assnmed when he addres-
sed the House. He was  satisfied that the
country was quite content with the measure—

so much so, indeed, that he felt inclined to .

bring in a bill to increase the juriadiction to
fifty pounds.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL said that the present dis-
cussion was altogether prematurs, and asked
for information as to the guantity and price
of the edition of the R. 8. )

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL stated that he
would willingly lend his aid to perfect any
bill in reference to the matter spoken of by
thé hon. member for Richmond. e hoped
the day was not far -distant when the whole
body of magistrates would be relieved from the
duty of collecting debts and some more satis-
tory machinery provided than was now in
existence. In answer to the question put'by
the hon. member for Guysborough, the hon,
gentleman stated that it was .proposed to
strike off two. thousand copies, and - that the
price would be $2 each. ' He also thought that

any magistrate who did not provide himself -

with a copy, would not be treated very hmh- .

1y if struck off the roll. ) .
Dr. HaMILTON alludGed to the former. edi-
tions of the Statutes, and to the necessity thut
arose continually for makin
them. Looking at the experience of the past
he was inclin

amendments in".,
to believe that the country -

would never have a satisfactory edition of the -
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Statutes until they were prepared by laymen
in conuection with members of the legal pro-
fession. He trusted, however, that the present
work would be found as satisfactory as was
anticipated it would be by the hon. member
for Inverness. ‘

Mr. BLANCHARD did not mean to convey
the impression that the work was perfect, but
he could say thatit was the vesult ot a great
deal of labor, 1t would be remembered by the
House that the hon. wember for XKings, for a
few days last session, professed a great desire
to assistin the revision, but he soon got tired
of the work. The hon. gentleman would not
deny that in his own profession of medicine
new works were continually coming out, an
new modes of treatment suggested.

Hon. Prov. SEC. said that to refer the work
to a committec as suggested by the Lion. mem-
ber for Colchester would be tantamount to
making another revision. He hoped if that
were done, they would turn their attention to
an act which was at present givingthe govern-
ment a good deal of trouble—that is the chap-
ter on “ Public Instruction.,” (Laughter.)

The subject then dropped after a few words
froxln Mr. Archibald and the Attorney Ge-
eral. . .
SEPARATE SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PEOPLE.

Mr., Joux CAMPBELL presented a petition
from a number of colored inhabitants of
Queen’s County asking for separate schools.

Hon. Prov. SEC. said that he was glad that
this petition had come from the colored people
themselves; for it alluded to 2 matter well wor-
thy of the consideration of the House of As-
sembly. ' !
: CONFEDERATION.

Mr. PRYOR presented two petitions from the
county of Halifax praying that no action be ta-
ken in reference to Confederation until the
wishes of the people have been expressd at
the polls,

RAILWAY TO SYDNEY.

Mr. SHANNON reported up from Committee
on Private bills, the bill to incorporate Sydney
& Louisburg Railway Company, with amend-
ments. One obliges the Company to pay

up 25 per cent of the stock, and another re- -

quires them to hold their meetings of Directors
in this province. . :

Hon. PrO. SEC. said, in reference to the last
amendment, that the committee appeared to
have introduced narrower restrictions than
the bills of incorporation passed last ses-
session. - . T

Mr. BOURINOT said that the other compa-

nies in Cape Breton bad the right to meet ifi. -
United States as well as in this province, and.
he :did not see why the present, company

should be restricted in the way proposed. .

Mr. ARCHIBALD thought it would be invi-
dious to place such a restriction upon the pre-
sent company. . -

"Hon, Mr. SHANNOK said that the coramitéee

were unanimouson that point, understanding
that difficulties had oeccurred
vious bills. The gentlemen interested in the

bill, however, had not been consulted in refer- .

ence, to the matter,

Hon. Pro. SEC. thought it would be -advisa-

ble for the Committee to ascertain from  tliese

gentlemen their views on - the “subject, and "

suggested that the hon. Mr.' Shannon ‘do. not

repoxt the bill up until the Committee:en-.

quired in réference to this point.”

under the pre-

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. -

Mr. ToBiN was inclined to favour the
amendment, and. expressed his opinion .that .
the 25 per cent. on the stock should be paid in
Nova Scotia currency, not in greenbacks.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE pointed -out certain
provisions in the bill which might be consider- .
ed to protect sufficiently individual.interests
in this province, and stated he did not think .
the amendment proposed at all necessary.

Hon. ATTY. GENL. was opposed to obliging
these gentlemen to hold their meesings in this
Province. The Mining Association, it would
be remembered, held their annual meetings in
Loundon.

Mr. BLANCHARD stated that the 25 per cent
would of course be payable in our currency,

“and not in greenbacks.

The question then dropped—the bill mot '
being finally reported up.

- ANSWER TO ENQUIRY.

Hon. Pro. SRCY. laid on the table the reply
of the Commissioner of Railways to the ques- .
tion asked by the hon. member for Guysboro’
with the papers relative thereto. .

CORRESPONDENCE ON CONFEDERATION.

Hon. Pro. SE¢. 1aid on-the table correspon-',
dence relative to the Union of the Colonies,
which were read by the Clerk.

In answer to a question by Mr. Locke, the
hon. Prov. Seéc. stated that these despatches '
embraced everything that was of importance
in connection with the subject of Confedera-.
tion.

ENQUIRY.

Mr. MCKAY asked the Government to lay
on the table of the House the FEngineer’s Re- ;
port of the survey made last summer-of the:
several lines for the New Glasgow Railroad,
and shew cause why Mr. Laurie’s line has
been abandoned, and a longer line of no better -

rades and . curvatures adopted; also, the
ength and estimate of cost of constructing each -
line. 'The hon. gentleman expressed his dis-
satisfaction with the line .that had  been -
adopted. :

DISCUSSION OF THE UNION QUESTION.:.

Mr. MILLER enquired whether it was the in-
tention of the government to discuss the -
question of the Union of tte Colonies at an .
early day, or whether it was intended to give
due notice., . C o

Hon.” Prov. SEC. replied  that the .go- .
vernment had no disposition to press the sub- *
Ject hurriedly upon the consideration of the
House, but due_ notice would be given them
when it would ‘be brought forward. In the
meantinie_he had directed extra copies of the
correspondeunce to be printed, sothat the mem-
bers would have ample opportunity to inform -
themselves upon the subjeet. : -

Then the House adjourned until 3 o’clock the -
nextday.- - ' R g

N TUESDAY, Faby. 21st, 1865, :
House met at 3 o’clock. - T
© RAILWAY AND MINING COMPANIES. ' : ;.

‘Hon. Mr. SHANNON, from the Committee :
on Private Bills, reported up the Bill'which
hehad withdrawn on the previous day, to-in:-!
corporate the Sydney and Louisburg “Railway, &
Company, as originally introduced, 1. e, giving
the  Directors- power to_hold: their. meetings>
either ‘in " this Province ‘or the' United States.:
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"Also a Bill to incorporate the' Caledonia Coal -

Mining Company; and a Bill to incorporate the
International Coal abhd Railway Company;
and the Clyde Coal Mining Company, with
gome verbal amendments. -

MILITIA ENQUIRY.

- Hon. Prov. SECY,, by command, laid on
the table the reply of the Adjt, Genl. to the
question asked, on a previous day, by the
member for Dighy, (Mr. Colin Campbell).

[Mr. Campbell had asked the Government
to intorm him as to the reasons why Captain
James Stewart, of Clare, Digby County, could
not get the sum of $30, recommended by the
Comwittee of the House, on the 24th April

last. The reply of the Adjt. Genl. was to the
effect that, not having been specially. ordered
to do so by the Commander-in-Chief, to whom
he was immediately responsible, he had not
felt it his duty to pay the amount.] o

Mr., CoLiN CAMPBELL said that he was not
at all surprised at the nature of the answer
given. It was just what he had expected;
and one reason he had in-bringing the subject
forward, was to ascertain whether there was
a power superior to that of the Legislature.
‘He thought it was quite time that:the govern-
ment should take. the matter in hand, and let
the Adjutant General know that he must obey
the House. The facts of the case were simply
these: Captain Stewart being almost the only
commissioned officer of the militia in Clare at
that time, received orders from the Adjutant
General to enrol the men, He atfirst declined,
being physically -incapacitated " from doing
much work; he received a second letter, and,
if he mistook not, a third, insisting upon his

acting; and, finally, thinking he was obliged .

to.do so, he performed the duty, which took
him thirty . or forty days; and he had never
received a sixpence to this day for his services.
He (Mr. C.).had placed thé matter before the
Adjutant General, but no notice was taken ot
it; and he had finally brought it before the
committee of the House, who had reported in

favor of Capt. Stewart receiving $30. And,

although that report had been regularly adop-
.ted by the House, the money had not yet been

paid. It'was quite time the House 'and the .

country understocd the position they stood in
“ad regards militia matters. And it was with
that view he now brought the subject up.
Hon. PROV. SEC. was not surprised that the
. member for Digby:should feel- strongly. upou
. this subject as there was no doubt_that the
case
ty di
‘deration.. he was  entitled to. . He  thought
that some of thé | delay’ might have occurred
fromthe change in thé personages who, filled
. the position. of Commander-in-Chief. 'He Ye-
membered having brought the subject:to . the
- notice of :the- late; Administrator of the Go-
vernment, and be certainly tliought that the

. money had been paid.’ There appeared to:be -
some incongriities in the "system, and there |

were  8ome ioints . raised. by ‘the.  Adjutant

General which were worthy- of the . considéra-
-tion of . the comumittee on militia affairs,”. He
~trusted that that ‘Committée would take mea-
. sures by, which this liability, which was justly

due. should be discharged.” "0 " g
Mr. MILLER had a'claim of a.somewhat - si-

. tion whatever. .. , . . s

gresented‘ was a strong one—and the par- "
not seem to bave received . that consi- -

- milar character, but could réceive no . satisfac-
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‘Mr. CoriN CAMPBELL reiterated his opinion
that it was necessary thatsome change.should
take place in the militia system. . The Govern-
ment would have to take a deeper interest in
these matters. . [

Mr. STEWART CAMPEELL always felt an-
noyed when the deliberate action of the house
upon any matter was set at naught by any-
body. The authority of the house should be
supreme, and it was the duty of every omne
to see that its directions were carried out.
This case presented . peculiar claims: for
the consideration of the House. An
individual kad referred a claim - for
remuneration. for 'his . services, which was
referred to a committee of the House who had
reported in favor of its being paid. He (Mr. C.)
‘considered that the moment that was done,
there should have been no further delay in the
payment. He did not know the circumstances
of the applicant; but it might have been acase
in which the delay-in payment might have re-
sulted in great inconvenience and loss. If the
Adjutant General was so particular and care-
ful as to exceeding his authority, he would like
to know how that officer ventured to telegraph
to parties in-the country inviting -them to at-
-tend a Militia Court in this city, and to state
that their expenses and they themsélves would
be 1)aid. He (Mr. C.) had examined the law
under which this Court was professed to be

held, and hehad no hesitation in saying that it
contained no authority whatever for holding
_such Court, nor for paying a single peony for
_its expenses. If the Adj't. Genl. was so much
influenced by the fear of exceeding his author-
ity in the one case, he should be equally cau-
tiousin the other. .. ’
The matter was referred to the militia com-
- mittee. . o .
. _ BILLS AND PETITIONS. ,

Mr. BourINOT asked, leave to introduce a
bill to amend .the act to incorporate the Glace
Bay Mining Company—read a first:time.

: - PETITIONS. R

‘Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition pray-
ing aid to " construct a bridge over Margaree
River, accompanied by a subscription list,

Mz, STEWART CAMPBELL presented a peti-
tion from inhabitants of Indian- Harbor, for
additional mail  accommodation; also from
“inhabitants of ‘St.’ Mary’s River, for aid to
_remove obstructions from the river; also from

the, inhabitants of Guysborough, agwninst the
. proposed federation of the colonies.” ~ -
)  'RAILROAD ‘LIABILITIES. I
", Mr. CHURCHILL said that'as hé observed
the hon.’ Attorney Geéneral in ‘his place; he
“would like to ‘ascertain’ what: progréss 'the
Crown officers hdd made in enforcing the pay-
" ‘ment of 'thé sum' of, $400,000, which the city of
~"Halifax " had assumed’ voluntarily by the act
of’ d'that this wasa qués-
3 "0f ' Nova- Scotia was
‘id, and ‘he’ was'at 4-loss to
~understand the backwardness varjous govern-
- ments had exhibited on this'important subject.
- He thiought it 'was quite ‘timie that this ques-
“tion should ' be brought' to dn’ issué;and that
-the peoplé should be no' longer kept in-sus-
. pense inTeference to the payment ot “this suth,
% ; ‘in 'his ,'han'dfthq"act‘-iwh"cli;h"e*)y'onrld
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The hon. gentleman read the -section of the
act, and said that, at tha' moment; the Sheriff
of the County of Hants was adopting extreme
measures to enforce the payment of the tax
for the right of way of the railroad, and the
excuse given by the people for non-payment,
was that Halifax had failed to carry out her
pledges. It was true-that Halifax had paid
-for the right of way, but that in comparison
with what the people of Hants had to pay,
was nothing. He had advised his constituents
Dot to pay, until the City of Halifax had fual-
filled her obligations; and he thought it was
quite time that the sum should be paid. He
hoped that before the Pictou Railroad was
under contract, that the Annapolis road would
be commenced; and he trusted that this go-
vernment would live to.see it completed.
There seemed to he a determination on the
part of every government but this, to keep
themselves in power by any means, but this
overnment seemed to be drifting about they
ﬁid not know where. He thought that the
people of Halifax did not do themselves much
credit in refusing to pay this sum, and he
hoped that the Crown Officers would take
steps to bring the matter to a speedy issue.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL explained in re-
ference to the delay that had occurred, that it
was only shortly before the sitting of the Court
in April last that he had been appointed to the
oftice he now held, and as it was a question of
some magnitude, he did not feel that he would

‘ be doing justice to it if he brought it on then.
‘His absence from the Country in Canada
upon public business bad prevented him from
bringing it before the Court in October—hut it
was his intention .to prosecute the matter at
the next sittings of the Court. He did not
think, however, that much had been lost by
delay. Any one conversant with the matter
was aware that the reason given for the repu-

diation of this debt was, that the contract with .

the city had not been fulfilled. He would not
say whether this was a legal objection or not—
but rightly or wrongly the citizens say that
they assumed the liability upon the faith that
the road would be carried to Pictou and the
-.Gulf of St. Lawrence on the one side—and to
Victoria Beach and the waters of the Bay
of Funday on the other—and that this had
not been done.—If the road was carried in
those. directions the only objection raised by
the city would fall to the ground and in equity as

well asin law she would be bound to pay the

sum. As regards the refusal of the people -of
‘Windsor to-pay the tax for the right of way on
- the eground that the area taken for the station
was larger than required, he would remind the
.member for Hants that the government taking
that into consideration had sold a part of the
- farm at Richmond and had applied the proceeds

- towards the payment of the ground at Windsor.

The government had endeavoured to make

the collection of these rates as.easy as possible
. but the sheriff had reported that when he b
Jevied upon. property nobody would bid upon
it.at the sale. -He was sorry that the Hon.

adly, as. however, wrong the City of Halifax

B nz_iﬂlt be, that was no.excuse for the County .
o

f Hants refusing to pay its obligations.
. Mr. ARCHIBALD said: that the late govern-

_ment had endeavored to collect these rates at

"Windsor, and had ordered the Sheriff, in case
no person would bid for the articles levied

entleman - had advised his constituents so -
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upon, to take them to another place for sale,
which was done in one case. He regretted
the position assumed by thej wember for
Hants, for whatever blame  might be attached
to Halifax, that did not exonerate Hants from
her just obligations. The government should
take prompt measures to enforce the law, for
no government was worthy of the name that
allowed the-law to be set at defiance, AsTre-
gards the city of Halifax he had always felt
thas she ought honorably to discharge her ob-
ligations. The late government had put the
matter into a ‘shape to enforce its collection,
and he hoped that the present government
would take early measures t> obtain a judi-
cial decision upon the question.

Mr. TOBIN said that hon. gentleman seemed
to think it popular to make an attack upon
the city of Halifax. Now, as regards this
queston, he would remark that he thought-it
exceedingly wrong to raise this discussion-at
that time, inasmuch as the matter was before
the Court; and until a decision was given, -he
thought that nothing should be said to preju-
dice the case. He might state, however, that
nothing had ever-been done by the city of Ha-
lifax, in its corporate character, to bind it to
the payment of this money. It would be quite
time for hon. gentlemen to charge her with re-
pudiation, when the proper tribunal had deci-
ded that she was liable. .

PETITIONS.

The hon. gentleman presented a petition
of Wiiliam Carroll, of Beaver Bank, whocom-
plains that his lands had been taken for rajil-
way purposes, without his having received
any compensation. The petition was referred
through the Finl. Sec’y to the Railway Con-
missioner.

"~ Mr.CuasS.J. CAMPBELL presented a petition

from the Fishermen of Cape North, complain-
ing of the trawl fisheries. Also, from Donald
Cameron, an aged teacher, for a free ‘grant- of
land. Also, from the Superintendent of St.
FPanl’s Island, for aid for the support of a school.

Mr. BLAKCHARD said that it had been deci-
ded to place St. Paul’s on the same footing  as
Sable Island.

Mr. Ross said that when that took place, ke
had asked for the same regulations to be ex-
tended to Scattarie. He would like to ‘know
why that was not carried out. ’

CAPE BRETON .AFFAIRS, .

Mr, C. J. CAMPBELL-als0 presented a‘peti-
tion from Angus Smith and others; ‘asking aid
for making an artificial harbour on the North
shore; also from R. McLeod, ferryman:at Big
Bras d’Qr, for additional aid; also from- Arehi-

“bald McDonald, on the same sitbject; aiso from

Angus McLeod and others, residents on' Hun-
ter’s Mountain,’ compla,inin% of grievances in
relation. to” charges made for crown lands.—
The hon. gentleman explained that under the
provisions of the act.of 1859 for quieting titlos
in Cape Breton, the government were authdr-

“ized to. appoint commissioners’ to value theése
“lands and report to the ‘Government. - The pe-

titioners ‘complain that their lands'have been
valaed too . highly and pray that the sam:théy
are required to- pa.{ should ‘be reduced. ‘The
late government’ (the hon. gentleman continu-
ed) had sent a creature from Halifax’ to:extort
the last shitling ‘from the people;-and some of

‘them haq to'sell the last cow topay what wis

demanded. The present government had -nos
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carried out the intention of the law, and the
petitioners pray- to bave their grievances re-
dressed. W :‘hﬂ le upon his feef he feltis his duty
to allude to a matter of somewhat delicate na-
ture. . He believed that the object in hav:
ing an official reporter to the house was
that the counfry might.obtain. correct in-
formation as to what was going. on
so that public opinion might be brought to
bear upon the action of members of the hoyse,
1f that was not the case, they might as well go
back to the old council of twelve, and sit with
closed doors. . He was sorry to say that the
object contemplated had not been carried out;
and he should like to know whether the gov-
ernment put their hands upon the reporterand
dirécted him what to publish and what to re-
press; or whether he was influenced by those
whose conduct might be under the review of
the house. He was induced to make these ob-
servations in reference to a case of great im-
goxtabs:e which_he had brought before the
ouse last session, .in comnectign' with the
mines at Glace Bay, which involved the inte-
grity of a.subordinate officer of the govern-
ment; and, although the matter was fully
.debated, to his utter astonishment not a word
of it appeared in the reports. If the reporters
were to_be influenced by the government, or
those whose conrduct was under consideration
hey had better go back to the old system, an
let each newspaper give its own version of
the proceedings, —The reporters should report
everything verbatim, and they were not, to
judge of what should go to the country . or
not.. He had just as much right to have.
his remarks reported as the Attorney Gen--
eral or. anybody else. The hon, Een;,lem:,m,
complained in' conclusion of the undue
preference which he stated- was given to fo:
reigners in regard to q.lpplipation for coal mines
—and alluded to the s mr]l)_ practice pursued by
government officials’in altering dates to favor
cerfain applicants.. | .
Hon. PROV. SEC, said that if the hon: mem-
ber for Victoria entertained the suspicion that:
the government used any. influence with the
reporters to suppress the debates, he was glad
that he had given expression to it, as it afford-
an’ opporfunity of ' giving an .unqualified.
contradiction to if. Since:the ‘house had en-
gaged the sefvices of official reporters the go-
vernment had .not used the slightest influence
over them, and had’ given them no directions.
saye to.give as' full and correct an account of .
the proceedings as ‘was possible. . And he -had:
edpecially impressed upon them the necessity of
giving prominence to those gentlemen who did.
ngt often address the house,-when they brought
forward subjects in which they or their consti-
tuents were personally interested. It had'been,
found impracticable to carry out the system of
verbatim' reporting to. its fullest extent, as it
would'be impossible: o find room to. publish
the reportsin that form. . Heregretted tha
debate reférred to.had been omitted, buf he,
presumed that it had cecurred in. consequence :
of the adv: "\gi;,‘@.;)‘g;ioqof., the session, when:it:

;.. aud. the gre:
o and the

nent . ap injustice: fo Cape Breton.
. the hpnﬁ:gpx;t eman, in.th
1h -b
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of aceident than design. 'While upon thefsab-
ject of reporting ‘he would say that any one
who took up the debates of last session must
allow that the service had never before been
brought to such a state of efficiency, and he
thought that the- way in which the work had
been performed was exceedingly creditable to
the officer who had charge of that important
departmen,t. There was another- subject to
which allusion had been made by the member
for Victoria and he was sorry to perceive the
tone in.which it. was done.” He referred to the
introduction of foreign capital in developing
our.-resources. With the exception of that hon:
member and a few others, there was no doubt
that we were indebted to the skill, enterprize
and wealth, of foreign capitalists, in opening
up the resources of our country, and so .far
from regavding them with feelings of jealousy,
he was disposed. to meet them in a_generous
spirit, and to afford them every- assistance. in
carrying out their views, As regards theimpor- -
tant act for .quieting titles in Cape Breton, he
would: say’ that there had: been: every
dxs(i)osxtmn on the part of the late Government
and present to carry it out in its integrity, and
he thought that they were not open to,.the
charge of dealing illiberally with Cape -Bras
ton in the matter. Under the act every dollar
that was received from' the. sale- of -thege.
Crown lands instead of guing into the general
revenues, was expended upon the roads in the,
section where the lands were. sitnate, - Not
only was the Act liberal in-its spirit, but it had
been liberallv carried ont., .- = - - -

- Mr, ARCHIBALD regretfed to hear .such -ob-,
servations as had fallen from the hop. member
for Victoria. He was sure that there had been
no desire on the part of ary one t0.do the hon.
member any. injustice, .and- he was. sorry to.
hear him state, on the floors of the House, hig’
opinion that subordinate officexs of the Govern-
ment could make deliberately false statements..
He (Mr, A.,) was sure -that whatever mistakes
had occurred :were merely the result- of -ac-
cident.  ‘When the hon. gentleman: undertook.
to speak in . reference to.this_matter in the:
strong terms he had used, he was actingin a; .
manner unworthy . of him.- “With regard for
Cape. Breton, he believed: that both;parties in;
the House had always been inclined to do that:
island justice. It had been,indeed, favored,in,
respect to land, in a way that Noya Scofia had-
never beéen tréated. - In Cape Breton,after digr.
putes had arisen .n respect .to boundaries, &e.,;
ap officer was sent down. by the. Government:
to settle the difficulties,and instead of requirs;
ing that the money for.the lands should be paid:
immediately, three: years were given for .pay:
ment, . He thonght that a :mest essential benp-
firhad been conferred upon the islapd .by the:
steps that bad beeur taken. 1o carry: out the: Jaw.:

)assed in the session of 1850. . The, officer who:

ad been sent to Cape Breton: had. been ableto:
seitle a' great: number of claims:that would’
have been . othefwige a source: of trouble.for
vears.to come, . He conld not feelthat it was;
right, then, .for gentlemen repn.esenm!;&cggss
Breton to.come upand endeavonr to create the;
impression .thaf: there: was, any; :aftempt t0dg;
de thought.that;
marks .be. alli:
d by: the feeling thas;
personal;dnjury; but be. was't
e House itself, in:the deciglon:
r-Bad heen guided By-ar

heen, infiuenced b




8pirit of faimess. A committee, however, had
placed the facts before the House, and it was
in the power of the hon. member to revive a
discussion on the subject, if he degired it. -

Mr. MILLER stated that he had been chair-

‘moan of the committee in guestion, and con-
sidered it his duty to say injustice to an absent
officer that the remarks which bhad fallen from
the hon. member from Victoria, in the heat of
the roment, were not altogether warranted by
the facts of the case. The committee had
closely investigated the charge made against
the department, and came to the conclusion
that therewas no evidence adduced that the mis-
takes in reference to the dates were other than
the result ot accident. He thought, however,
that it would have been advisable if the debate
had been published fully; but he did not for a
moment attribute to the officer in charge of the
reports any improper motives. He presumed
that it had been found necessary to omit the

* debate in conseguence of a press of matter
which was considered by the reporter of more
eneral importance. Every one in the House,

e was sure, would bear testimony to the im-
partial manner in which that officer had al-
ways endeavored to discharge the duty en-
trasted to him.

Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL said that if he had had
an opportunity of bringing “]IJ’ the conduct of
the officer in the Crown Lands the verdict
given would have been very different. The
committee, it would be remembered, were not
judge and jury. He considered that he had

een quite justified, under all the circum-
stances of the case, in censuring the conduet of
the officer in question, for no man in his sound
senses could have altered facts and figures in
the way they were in the case in question. If
that officer were capable of such conduct, then
he was not fit for the position he held. " Asre-
spects the Act of 1859, it would be seen by
reference to its provisions that it had not been
gtrictly carried out. Commissioners in each

county were to:be appointed, who were to re-

port to the Government the value of the lands
that were not granted, and the amount real-
. ized in their sale wasto be expended for the
benefit of Cape Breton; but not one dollarhad
been spent as yet. Instead of getting credit
for this act, he had been actually blamed for

passing what was injurious to tue people. The

reason why it was so considered was, that it
was not carried out as it should have been. In
conclusion, the hon. gentleman denied. that
Cape Breton had been more favored than Nova
Saotia. . The fact was, that in many cases the

_ peoyle had been called upon to pay forland for:

which they had already paid.

- Hon. FIN. SECRETARY said that if it were

true that a person was called upon to pay for
land twice, then a manifest in,ustice was com-
mitted, but he was surethat the act in guestion

never contemplated any thing of the kind.—-
‘The operations of thatact were intended to be.

of benefit to Cape Breton, and he considered it

wasg entitled to the praise, rather than the cen-'
sure of gentlemen. Atthe jnstance of the Le--

sture the period of payment for these lands

ad been actually extended from three to.five
years, Burveys-had been made, titles perfect-
ed, limits defined, and all disputes settlgd, and
}Jars.ons holding the land had five years to pay

or them. And more - than this, ‘the .net pro-
ceeds arising di@ not, go into- the treasury for

the.general benefit, but were set apart for the’
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opening up of new roads in Cape Breton. In
respect to the other matter referred to, he be-
lieved.that the hon member for Victoria had
not recerved that justice to which he was enti-
tled, though he did not think that the omission
to report the debate had originated from any
desire to injure the hon. gentleman. He thought
that if the questien had been fully reported, it
might have the tendency to prevent similar
mistakes occurring inthe fature. It was right,
however, for him to add that as far as hisown
knowledge went, the head of the Crown Lands
Department wasalways anxious to do every-
}h;{x g in his power to discharge his duty faith-
ully.

Mr. 8. McDOXNELL said he could not agree
with hon. gentlemen as to the advantages Cape
Breton received from the act in question. it
had been inginuated by some hon. gentlemen
that the inhabitants of Cape Breton enjoyed
the profit of the money paid for: these lands
themselves, This was the first time that the
matter had been brought to his notice, and he
was determined that the country should know
what amount of money had been enjoyed by
Cape Breton. He would therefore request the
Government to lay on the table information in -
respect to the amount paid into the Treasury’
from the four counties of Cape Breton: under
the act in reference to the settlement of titles
1 Cape Breton; also a return of the amounts:
expended in the island in pursuance of the 10th
section of that act, and for what purpose. )

Hon. PrROV. SEC. replied 'that the law provi-
ded that the inhabitants of Cape Breton were
entitled to have the net proceeds expended in’
the island. If the money had not beer expend-
ed, the island was certainly entitled toit. '

Mr. BLANCHARD said that in the book he
held in his band (the new edition of the Revi-
sed Statutes) it would be seen that the law pro-
vided that Nova Scotia should -exactly enjoy
the same privilege ag Cape Breton with regard -
to the laying out of crown lands hereafter. The
crown lands, under the 26th chap., were to be
laid off in 100 acre lots, and the amount derived
from their sale laid out in'the opening of roads
through these tracts. The act apjlied to the’
other settlers in the country as well as to emi-
§rams. He thought the money alluded. to. by-

1is colleague should be expended as provided
by the law. ‘ ‘ Con

Hon FIN. SECRETARY said it would be found
that as yet there were no net proceeds to be
expended. - The law provided that the parties
helding the lands should have three.years to
pay for them; and that perird had been subge-
quently extended to five. . When this term ex--
pired then Cape Breton would be able to ob-.
tain the expenditure of the money in' the man--
ner proposed. -~ At present Cape Breton was
actually indebted, he thought, to Nova Scotia
for the expenses incurred - in’settling the dis-

_putes, making surveys, &c.,in the island.”

Mr. LEVESCONTE said that be must protest:
against the supposition ‘that'the act in ques-
tion had been of any advantage to his' county.-
If it had not fbeen passed individuals occupy-
ing lands on the coast and harbors in Richwond -
could have gone to the ‘Crown Lands' depart-"
ment, and obtained a grant of 100 acres for ten’
or twelve pounds.’ Axit was, however, a coms:
missioner had gone down to Cape Breton, and
the result was that parties had to pay as much;
for a small lot, perhaps only an acre or halfan
acre, as for the larger amount of 100 acres.
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Mr, MiLLER gtated that he had been glad to
hear the Provincial Secretary say, the other
day, that it was mof fair that the. parties
alluded to should have to pay as much for
small as for large tracts. He thought that if
there was any class of men who were entitled
to the consideration of the House, it was the
fishermen; and that it would not be going too
far to give them free grants of land, Other
classes of the people réceived much assist-
ance from the Legislature, and it was only
right to give some direct encouragement to
the valuable class engaged in tlie fisheries of
the Province. He was on the Crown Lands
Comunittee, and intended bringing this subject
under their consideration.

Mr. BLANCHARD hoped that the hon. mem-
ber would not forget the claims of the people
in the county of Inverness. . ‘

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that he acquiesced in
the justice of the remarks made by the hon.
metber for Richmond inreference to the small
tracts of land in question. He 1must express
his opinion, however, -that the island of Cape
Breton had been dealt with in- a spirit of
liberality. He also believed that the hon.
member for Inverness labored under a mistake
as to the law he had referred to. Any man in
possession of a tract of land in Cape Breton
had-not only the right of priority of applica-
tion, but-¢ould obtain it on remarkably easy
terms,—~in fact, having five years to pay for it.
Parties in Nova Scotia proper received no
such advantage.

Mr. BogriNOT would like to hear from the
hon. member for Colchester whether Cape Bre-
ton had been placed on an equal footing with
Nova Scotia proper in regard to governments
and other matters. :

Mr. ARCHIBALD would say that it had al-
way s been the desire to deal with Cape Breton
in a spirit of generosity and fairness.

Mr, BOURINOT would like to ask the hon.
gentleman a question on the subject.

Mr. ARCHIBALD preferred not being inter-
rupted, and asked the hon, gentleman if he
wished to excite sectional jeatousies in this
country. He thought the hon. gentlewnan would
be eatitled to more credit, and’ would possess
greater weight, if he recognized the spirit which
it was desired to exhibit in reference to the
island in which he professed to take so deep
an interest, He did not like to  see these con-
tinual attacks made upon the legislature, and
jealousies excited. ‘He was glad to see ' Cape
Breton exhibiting 50 many signs ‘of ‘progress
and prosperity, and ‘felt confident’ it ‘was the
desire of all to do everything that could pro-
‘mote her interests, : L '

. Mr. BOURINOT 8aid that. he merely :Tose to
state that he was. not to. be drawn ‘into ' a pre-
mature discussion of a topic in which the people,
whose interests he represented were so deeply
concerned, ' It was his intention to reserve his
observations to a future day, when he hoped to
be able to prove conclusively. from the public
records, and from'actual facts, that he, was
perfectly justified in the position he had taken
1n reference to Cape. Broton.  When the pro-
per occasion arrived, he hoped to be:able to
make out 2 casa-that the island had not re-
ceived:that full justice to: which she was.en-;
titled.” Passing by this.question, therefore, for
the -present, he would: werely say.:that he
wished to inf‘ormkthe House that the Provincial
Secretary had permitted the use of the library
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for the purpose of exhibiting -the plans and
surveys of the proposed railway to: Sydney
and Louisburg, which - had been -prepared
under the superintendence of -eminent en-
Zineers. : . : : :
Hon, Mr. SHANNON would be glad when
the field day %romised by the hon, gentleman
arrived, so that this Cape Breton gueStion
might be disposed of in some way or other,
He contended that Cape Breton was only a
part of Nova Scotia—was a mere geographical
term; and that it was injurious to the publie
interests for gentlemen to endeavor. to excite
these sectional jealousies. He instanced the
position assumed by O’Ccnuell in the Houte
of Commons as proving the evils that arite
from the agitation of sectional prejudices.. .
‘Mr. MILLER said that the members for Cape
Breton would ‘not allow the member for Col-
chester or Halifax to dictate what course they
might think it proper to adopt in reference to
matters affecting that island. The hon. mem- -
ber for Colchéster stated that Cape Breton was
fett.in g attentive consideration from the Legis-
ature, but would Lie answer how was she get-
ting it? She wasobtaining1t only through the
urgent appeals and representations of her re-
Hresentat.iv'es for justice on her behalf: If they
id not continue that course, she would never
obtain that consideration to which she was'en-
titled. It was a very easy matter for gentlemen
to be lavish in cumpliments to Cape Breton,
and to express a desire to advance her inter-
ests; but the people of the island would prefer
actions rather than words. Did not the House
know that whenever the subject of ‘the St. Pe-
ter’s Canal came up, some hon. gentlemen
could only refer to it: with sneers? In
fact, the. name  of Cape Breton could hardly
ever be mentioned in the House without some
contemptuous allusion being made in reference
to her by gentlemen from Nova Scotia. proper.
But the hon, gentleman said—See what a dis-
%osition was-exhibited to do justice to Cape
reton in connection with the bill to construct
arailway to Sydney! Anu act of incorporation
was asked for, and, because the House did not
refuse it — did not refuse to allow psrsons from
abroad to invest money in this country for the
development of resources -at which our own
people looked askance,'the people of Cape Bre-
ton were to be congratulated on the spirit. of
fairness that actnated the Legislature in refer-
ence to her interests! He would tell the hon.
member for Colchester that Cape Breton had
never received from the House that justice to
which she was entitled; but be thought he saw
some indications, not only on'the part of the
Government itself, but members generally, to
treat her differently ~henceforth. - The hon,
member for Halifax had ‘alluded*rather unfor-
tunately to tiie.case of Ireland, for O’Connell,
no doubt had much reason for complaint, "It
Wwas a .very easy raatter for Halifax to feel satis-
fied—Halifax for whose benefit a line of rail-
way ‘had beer constructed af. the expense of-
the Province—Halifax, which: by her public’
meeting in Temperance Hall, had. led astray’
public sentiment on this question of railways,
which now pressed so heayily upon the extre-
mities of the country—Halifax, which now so:
dishénorably repudiated her responsibility in
these very. works. It was very well- for gen-
tlemen. for the benefit. of whose constitueucy:
the Province, had béen saddled with -a,
heavy deb, to-say to outsiders, Be conteny:
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and excite no sectional feelings. Let the
honourable member for Halifax, . and other
gentlemen agree to dojustice to Cage Breton,
and he would not be troubled with the appeals
of her representatives in her behalf; but until
this was done, they would never cease to raise
their voices in assertion of her c¢laims.

Mr. Tonr¥ said that if there was any coun-
try in the world that was enjoying remarkable
grosperlty it was Nova Scotia, including Cape

reton. He did not believe that there was any
Yeagon to say thit any part of the Province had
been unfairly tréated, and thought that the
whole difficnlty had arisen from the fact of
here beinig no member fron: the Island of Cape

reton in the Government, )
_Mr. BoURINOT denied emphatically that
such were tlie motives that influenced the
imembers from Cape Breton.
* Mr. ToBIX said that the prosperity of Nova
Scotia and Cape Breton was identical, and
hoped no sectional jealousies would be excited.
He was sure that any just claims Cape Breton
had would, when urged, be acceded. to, and
that whenever an opportunity offered shewould
be represented in thie Government,

Mr. 8.MACDONNELL said that the assertion
of the hon. gentleman only. originated, as he
admitted, from his imagination, and not from
any facts within his knowledge. He did nat
think that there was any such spirit actuating
the members from the island,and he believed
that if they wished t0 be represented in the
Government, a vacancy would soon be made.
He did not approve of gentlemen making
such a wholesale onslaught upon Cape Bre-
ton, because her representatives were urg-
ing her claims. As far as he was concerned;
nobody could say lie had ever been found
doing more than his duty in the matter. If,
when the estimates camne down, it wags found
Cape- Breton was not fairly dealt with, then
there would be a proper. occasion to go at
length into the discussion of ‘her claims.

- Mr. €. J. CAMPBELL said he did not think
that the Government occupied such an en:
viable position that any man slioald be de-
sirous of being connected with it; - He alluded
to the unsatisfactory condition of the main
thoroughfaré in Cape Breton, and went on to
express a wish that her répresentativeés would
continue to urge her ¢laimsto more considera-
tion than she had hitherto received.
 Mr. Kinnanm said that the exhibition which
had just been made would give some idea of
the scenes that would continiially eccur in the.
General Parliament if the sclieme of Confede-
ration'were carried out, ~ . 7 " s
“Hon. PROV. SEC. rejlied that he would ounly:
say, that if the voice of our 19 members in the
Gexneral Parliament would be as.potent as
those of the Cape Breton representatives were
now in tlie .Assembly of Nova Scotia, he was
perfectly satisfied with the positivn and influ-
ence this Provincé would have’ in'the eventof

Confederatioi. A o .
. : " PETITIONS, ETC - S
Hon. Mr. SHANNo® presented a petition from
tho inhabitants of Upper Prospect; asking for
the establishment of a serhi-weekly mail. -
- Mr. D. FRASER préseited apetition fiom Pic~
rou in'referencéto & light: - " 0 -
"Mr. JosT:présented a petition, and a'¥ill in

aceordance withthe prayer thereof; to cliange
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the name of certain placésin the counfy of Lu-
nenburg; also, a bill to legalize-agsessment in
the county of Lunenburg. o .
- The Housé then adjourned until 3 o’clock the
next day. ’

3 _ WEDNESDAY, 220d. Feb.
The House met at 3 o’clock.

PETITIONS,; &C.

Hon. Prov. SEC, laid on the table corres-
pondence relative to the Lieutenant Governor’s
cruise last summer to the Bastward.

Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
Long Point, Inverness, against the School Act.

Hon. J. MCKINNON presented 21 petitions,
gigned by 1600 persons in the county of Anti-
gonishe against the schme of Confederation,

Mr. ToBIN presented the petition of the Mig
Mac Gold Company complaining of injustice
in reference to the forfeiture of certain claims;
referred to Committee on Mines and Minerals.

. Mr, CALDWELL presented .a petition from
Cape Breton against Confederation. .
_ Mr. J. MCKINNON presented four petitions
from Antigonishe on the subject of the School
Act. Also 2 petitions numerously signed, by
persons in Antigonishe, Guysboro, and Ari-
chat, respecting a road thatis in contempla-
tion between Port Mulgrave and Tracadie,

Mr. CowlE presented a petition from Mill
Village, asking for the repeal of the present
School Law, . . . .

Mr. Ross presented a petition from St. Ann's
against Union. . e

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of 600 in<
habitants of Isle Madame, against the propos-
ed Union. ,

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill to incors
porate the Central Mining Company. . .

Mr. CHURCHILL presented the petition of P,
Cuuningham and others of Windsor, and a bill
in accordance with the prayer thereof, in refer-
ence to the incorporation. of the Commercial
Bank. )

Mr, BiLyn presented a  petition, largely
signed by inhabitants . of Kings, against:the
School Law. He stated that this made the
seventh petition he had presented, and that he
would not take any action on the subject until
the bill the Government had in contemplation
wag before the House. .
. Mr. Jou~N CAMPBELL presented a petition’
from Benjamin Johnston pxa.yinﬁ for supplies
for a- bridge ; another for a road to improve
the Milton River ; and a third for repairs on 2
house . and barn, on the road between Anna-
polis and Queen’s.county. . T

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. I

‘Hon. FiN. SEc. laid on the table, by com-
miid of His Excellency, the atnual trade
returns, together - with ' thé public aceounts
cbnnectéd therewith, and thén webt on to gi
the following digest of their contents: -~
“In copnection with these retutns, I may siy’
at the outset, T have_greit pleasure in being
able to-congratulate the hounse and country on’
thie very'great  increase of trade during the

agt year to which these papers refer:. Per-

ap§ at'no time -in. the previchs history of fifg
provinte hag the-sameTapid developmeit in
every branch’ of cominerce bgen - exhibited:
Kot only has our nitiiral resources been’ &
veloped* in évery section of the country—
oiily ‘do ‘W& _sée - great iniprovement i ou
cozl and'gold miies; but all‘ our branches of

6
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trade show unugtal activity. These retarns
exhibit, among othér things, & ¢omparative
statement of the value of imports entered at
eéach port for 1863 and 1864. The imports,
when we' compare them, shew a remarkable
state of increase in the trade and prosperity
of the country. In 1862, the imports were
$8,445,042; in'1863, $10,201,391 ; in 1864, $12,604,-
642, The revenue derived froin the Imports
up t6 Sept. 30, 1864, exhibits also a marked
dnd steady increase. Here let me say that
thie bouse will understand that in consequence
of 'an’'ordér of ‘this house the financial state-
ment exhibits the genéral trade up to the
30th of Sept., and therefore includes only
nine months of 1864. I shall be able; iowever,
before 1 clogse the few remarks Which‘)f
intend to make, to exhibit a pretty accurate
statement of thi¢ whole revenie receipts of the
year up to 31st Decemiber. ~
To contititie, the  imiports were $12,604,642.
Excise dnd Customs duty for the nine months
of 1864, was ‘$692,818.70, against $564,956.56 in
1863, being an increase of $127,860.14. The
light duty, witliin the- sanie period, shows an
increase of $7,712.65—the arhount in 1863 being
$28,163.20, and in1864, $35.875.85. - The Imports,
it will be perceived from these pagers include
trade in various parts of the world;and I bave
endeavored .to classify them in as small a
compass as possible, giving the countries from
which thé imports came, Ti 1863, the importa-
tions from Great Britain were $3,875,603, and
in 1864; $5,407,843; or an increase of $1,550,150.
From the British- American Colomies, the
amount in 1863 was $1,216,621, and in 1864,
$1,189,066, or a decrease of $972445. From the
ritish West Indies, the amount in 1863 was
$286,280, and in 1864, ,767, -or an  in-
crease  of $154,487. From the United States
the . amount - of imports . in - 1863 was
$3857,765, and in 1864, $4,303,026, or am in-
crease of $445,261. : From this it will be seen
that the amount of imports from the States
this year is about-one million of dollars less
than that-from Great Britain. The amount of
importations from. other countries, reaches
the sum of $1,263,950, or an-increage of $298,118
over 1863. . .A(’iding the amounts I have given,
you get a sum total of $12,604,642, agajust $10,-
201,391 for 1863, or. an.increase of $2403,251. .
The exports -from the country e’xix,ibxt some-
thing like the same ratio of increase. In 1863
the exports were: $6.546488 against $7,172,516
in 1864, showing an increase in favour of. this
year of $626,328. Theamount, however;, does
notshow all the exports gent ouf of the country,
but it is as near the exact sum as it was pos-
sible .to’ shew: with .the information at hand.
It is moteworthy, however, that all through
these returns, inaccurafe as-they seem in some
respects, there’ ‘was. evidently. a regular.and
consistent increase. , In 1863, the. exporis to
Great Britain were $320,340, and in 1864, $330,-
523, or a slight;increagse:of $10,183. It is hardly:
possible, I think, from_the  ndture of things,
that that sum represents the total of the pro-
%agty&expoi:ted' t0 the thother ‘coufitry front
va Scotia. . If it'were tive, thei, we would
have something like $1,500,000t0 pay fori
or exchange. The'exports to- the” B. A'Colo-
iés Was in'1863, $1,854,648, against $1,707,717,
ot a decredse of $146,926 in 1864 . Fo the B, W
Tndies iir 1864 it was §$1,809,031 or - an’ircreass
of $184,675 over 1863:. To-the United “States ih’
1863 we exported $1,869,772; ‘and ‘in 186% $2i-

ash

h' it 1863 wis” $

£$
446,770, 0r A irncresde this year of $576908,
So that'it will ‘be perceived: we “export much
more !arggl%tq the States than to any other
country in the world. To other countries we
exported in 1864, $788,775 against $787,377 in
1863, or an icrease of $1,308; Hence the total
amonnt of exports is $7,172,816 or-an increase
of $626,328. o o
It is not necessary that I should go through -
all the items in the returns; but I may state
that gentlemen on lookiig over themy will pers
ceive that 4 chinge has been introduced which
had been instituted under the direction of the
gentleman who last year so ably filled the
osition I now occupy. It makes a distinction
in the entries, stating the duty on the total
imports,-and that portion of our importations
thas actually paid duty—that is the goods en-
tered for home consumption. There 18 also il
connection’ with ‘the trade returns a financial
staternent, giving among other things g genieral
return of the warrants drawn on the tréasury
during the nine months ending the 30th Sept.;
an abstraet of articles imported into and ma-
nufactured in this province, on which duty
was collected during the same period; a gene-
ral abstract of the returns of the excise duties
collected at the different ports of the province;
a comparative statément of the amount o
excise duties collected at the Qifferent ports; @
comparative statément of the guantities of
articles subject to-duty imported into, and ma-
nufactured in this province; a comparative
statement of thg amount of excise duties “¢col-
lected on articles imported into, and manufac-
turéd in this province; a comparative state-
ment of the amount of light duty. .
Then comes the. Receiver General’s account
to the end of the financial year, showing a bals
ance in hand of $225,150.06. On the Customs
and Excise duties there is an increase of $127,-
860.14; on light duties of $7712.65; on the rail-
way revenue of $15,126.57; on the gold fields of
$14,984.33; on the Crown Land Revenue of
$13,200.10; on the Post Office Receipts of $5,.~
868.00—making an increase from. these sources
for 9 months. of $184,751.79. -‘There are other
items in connection “with our public. resotiroes
which. manifest an equally dscided improve-
ment in commercial relations. "Theroyalty up~
on coal, for instance. Ihave been unable to get
a detailed, statement of the 12 months of 1863
and 1864, but have béen obliged to content iny~
self ,Witﬁ the first nine months of the latter
year:: The royalty upon coal in the 12 months
of 1863 was _$36,001.19; in the 9 months of 1864,
it was $37,867.30, or'an_increaseof over $1800,
The Hospifal for ‘the Insane givesin the nie
raonthis of 1664 #4804 96, agiinst $17,420.31 i
the 12 nonths of the previous year., The licens
ses to search for-and work mines was $5,040.00
in' 9 months of 1864 against $1,690.00 in’ the
wholé of 1863. . - . = - A
The Excisé revenue as I have stated was
$692,618 70. 'As hoil. gentlenien know this'ig
coltected in’ shape of spécific'and ad"valdre'ig
diities. THe ad. valorem ‘Quties in tle period
of; ~‘9’y16ﬁths_’agé éar-to have considérably inv
creaged,  Whilst - the . specific . have not -im-
creased’ 'ifi: ‘the same’ ratio. * The "Specis
fic duties iu 1863 tncluditig Excise duty ot
Ale and “Tobaecy, ainoiinited '16''$204,539' 44!
whilst ‘1864, -they ‘sre- $313,582 -an
incréase’ of $18,042 74." THe" adl “valorem dufy
it ‘1803 was' $%60,419 12" apainst $379,236 57in
1864; or-an'incrense of $109817 407" T




~

30

The large amount of specific duties arises
from a very few articles.” The total amount
collected is $313,582 18, of which $274,448 80 is
derived from five or six articles. For instance
spirits of all kind yield $136,101 44, or an in-
crease of $17,287 04 over 1863, Wine, $16,019
30 or an increase of $4280 14. Brown Sugar,

- $39,450 48 or a decrease of $1032 05. Molasses,

§
$32,271 80 or a decrease of $3287 77. 'Black
Tea, $45,327 06, or an increase of $3558 54, To-
bacco, $9125 90; Ale and Porter $3951 42; Ale
and Porter manufactured in this country $2162
40. And the balance on all other articles pay-
in% specific duties is $39,163 40,

may here allude to a very valuable export
—namely, gold. Thereceipts for the 12months
of 1864 .18 20,018 oz. against 14,000 oz. in 1863,
This amount calculated at $18 per oz., or less
than the actnal value, gives $360,324. I think
this sum might be added fairly to the exports
of the country. There is another branch of the
exports of the country which we value highly
as a maritime people—that is, the shipping. I
am happy to say this interest shows a most
gratifying progress. I shall now give a—

Comparative Statement of Vessels. entered In-

wards for 1863 and 1864,
No. TONS. CREWS,
1863,........ 6,038 712,939 45,064
I864,........ 6,621 853,389 45,989
Increase,..... 583 140,450 926

Comparative Statement of Vessels cleared Outward
Jor 1863 and 1864. o

No. TONS. CREWS,
5,705 719,916 44,952
5,853 776,460 41,857
Increase.... 148 56,646 3,590

{Crews being less.)

Comparative Statement of Vessels Registered to
80th September, 1863 and 1864.
ESTIMATED

No. TONB. VALUE.
1863,........ 3,539 809,554 $8,965,959
1864,. . o 8,748 864,864 . 11,388,873

.Increase.... 209 65,310 $2.422,914

Comparative Statement of New Vessels Registered
in 1863 and 1364, ’

No. TONS, VALUE.
1863, .. 0000e 207 46,862 $1,962,814
186t........ 304 78,033 2,948,3(

Increase .97 26,176 $985,490

1 shall not endeavor to give a perfectly ac-
curate account of the revenue up to the begin-
uing of the present year, but 4 havge compiled
statements which, I think, will .enable. the
house and country to obtain a pretty close
approximation to the actual state of our finan-
ces. Ihave already stated that the exciseand
customs duties up to the 30th Sept. was $692,-
818.70. The same duties up to 3lst December
reach $999,309.55, or within a shade of one mil-
lion—showing an increase on the year of
$137,320.24. The increase. on the light duty
is, $8,001,45; on the railway, $19,122.44; on the

old fields, $11,356.33; on the Crown' lands,

19,008.74; on the post office, $8,032.90; T esti-
.mate the Increase upon the coal fields at $15,-
000. The total royalty of -twelve months of
1863—including the Secrétary’s -Office fees—
was, $41,933; for the nine months of 1864 it is
$40,778.35. Therefore, I estimate the increase
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over the whole year at $15,000. These items I
have given embrace all the legitimate subjects
of revenue receipts. I-have nof included the
hospital for the insane, or the board of works,
for & could not get a reliable statewent from
that department, From the services to which
I have referred we derive an increase on the
public receipts of the country of $217,5644.10 as
compared with the previous year, . C

I have no doubt that these facts I have la’d
before the house, in as succinet a form as pos-
sible, will be viewed with great satisfaction
by every gentleman, whatever his political
leanings and opinions may be, and that he
will congratulate himself on being able to give
so gratifying an announcement of the satisfac-
tory financial condition of the country to his
constituents. And I can only add, in conclu-
sion, that we are making rapid: strides in all
the elements of wealth,—and that the people
of Nova Scotia enjoy, at the present moment;,
not only an amount of material prosperity, '
but also of happiness, in connection with all
their affairs, that is not surpassed by any
other country in the civilized world.

Mr. BLANCHARD: Has the Financial Secre-
tary it in his power to give a statement of the
localities from which the royalty on coal is
derived? It is not given in previous years.

Hon, F1N. SEC.: Lcan afford the,information
at once, : .

Mr. BLANCHARD: I would like to know
whether there is anything in the retarnsto
enable the House to arrive at the true quantity
of the goods actually entered for home con-
sumption, g

Hon, FIN. SEC.: An improvement in refer-
ence tothis matter has been carried into effect.
Looking at the Trade Returns, you see the
value of goods entered for home consnmption,
and affording a comparison with the total
amount of imports; but these returns are not
as perfect as they might be in this particular:,;
In the entries in the Custom House, they have
not observed that correctness which would en-
able us to separate with anything like perfect
precision the articles entered for home con-
sumption. Itrust, however,tobe able to make
a change in this respect hereafter. I may
state it is utterly impossible to give the total ~
value of exports in bond. I suggested when
Tentered the House first, whether it would not
be advisable to obtain something like an accu-
rate value of our exports; for the information
given in the annual returns was not as full by
any means as it ought to be. I do not think
there would be any impracticability in making -
the required improvement in this essential
particular. It must strike every one that ex-
ports such as shipping should euter into the
Custom House. - L - o
+ Mr. 'LOCKE.—The same pains shonld be
taken to give in the exports of ships sent for’
sale. ' The Canadian returns are very careful
to give that important branch of industry.

Hon. PRO. SEC.—You can arrive at the fact:
you know the amount of tonnage last year, -
and ‘the amount of new ships built, and of
those added to the registry. R

Hon: ArTY.. GEN.—There is a great deal of
difficulty in getting the information asked for.
There'is a large amount of property. shipped
in this country which’is never entered at the
custom. house. - Parties should be forced te
give correct returns, - .. . LT
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Mr, ToBIN.—The question asked by the hon.
member for Inverness is very pertinent. Some
of the articles we import are warehoused, and
others again not, ' We import a quantity of fish
from Newfoundland; it is re-exported. Then
again there is salt which is re-shipped to New-
foundland. A large quantity of other goods is
also re-exported to the neighboring provinces.
‘These goods are actually in the exports and
imports, and it is very difficult to find outin
the'trade returns what is the real consumption
of the province of Nova'Scotia. I have turned
my attention to this subject for some time past
and I arrived, by the calculations made, at the
conclusion that about two and a half millions
were re-exported from this country. If any
means could be arranged by ‘which our trade
returns would give a true estimate of the goods
that would be re-exported a great benefit
would be conferred. As respects the small
amount of exports to Great Britain, I am not
surprised.  Except timber, peltery, and a few
other taings, we have little to send them.
Sometimes, when the market affords it, we ex-
port sugar and molasses. .

Hon. PROV. SECY.—There is the shipping to
beadded to the amount of goods exported.

Mr. ANNAND—Our trade returns, though
improved in some respects, by no means com-
pare favorably with those of New Brunswick
‘or Canada. I know,from my own experience,
that we cannot expect to have the returns as
perfect until there is more assistance in the Fi-
nancial Secretary’s office. If I'can help the
hon. gentleman in making an improvement in
this particular, I shall be most happy to do

80, .

Hon. Prov. 8ec.—The chief difficulty arises
in the outports of the country, and not in the
office of the Financial Secretary. )

Mr. ANNAND.—As long as the Financial
Secretary is at the head of the revenue depart-
nient, the responsibility must be thrown upon
him. It is somewhat important to know exactly
our imports. Some system ought to be initia-
ted by which we can arrive at all the informa-
tion required. ' ' o

Hon. PRov. 8r0c.—One great difficulty has
arisen from the impossibility of getting dupli-
cate returns from importers. If that were doune,
our trade-returns would be much more perfect.

Mr. Ross.~~The Government have an officer,
whose duty it is to inspect the several offiees
throughout the country, and he might insist as
to the returns that were .necessary. -I know
that there is no disposition on the part of any
contfroller or customs .officer to withhold .any
returns that are requisite. ) S

Hon. ATrY. GEN—~The difficulty lies deeper

than gentlemen think. I know that in my own’

county cargoes of cattle are sent away without
being cleared - at all.' The hon. member for

Victoria will also hear testimony to this fact.:

Mr. Ross.~There is nothing of the kind now

in the county of Victoria. A
Hon, ArTY. GEN.-~Weéll, it was :the case

sometime ago. Unless there. is some more

stringent rule carried out, by which parties will®

be obliged under penalties to have the property
cleared out, you cannot-arrive at an ‘accurate

estimate.." In Canada, in many things, they
only‘make an approximate estimate; I believe. -

"Hon. FIN. 8gc,! There is a great deal of

force in what the hon. membeér for Halifax has "
stated ‘with regard to the want of sufficient as- .

sistance in the Financial Becretary's Office.
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The present trade returns are an evidence of
the work that is now thrown upon the office;
in consequence of certain improvements that
have been introduced, the size of the book is
nearly doubled. This shows that the amount
of labour has also equally increased.

The house then went into Committee and
g@ﬂsed the 8ydney and Louisbourg Railway

ill,

A Bill to incorporate the International Coal
and Railway Company,—and a Bill to incor-
porate the Clyde Cozl Mining Company, were
passed through the Committee, after which
the Committee adjourned and the House re-
sumed.

Mr. ANNAND asked the Government for,a
return of all correspondence, if any, since the
first day of January, 1863, between the Execu«
tive Governiment and the Imperial authorities,
respecting the Militia and the Military and
Naval Detences of Nova Scotia.

Mr. K1xG presented a petition from Douglas
against Contederation. : .

Mr, HATFIELD, a petition from Israel Hard-
in%i for a patent for 2 new system of tanning.
- Dr. BRowN, a xlyetition. from King’s County,
against the School Act, and two petitions from
the-same county against Confederation.

‘Mr. RAY, a petition from Wilmot against the
School Bill. ‘

Hon. Mr, SHANNON, a petition from the.
gf?lsleyan Conference in reference to Dalhousie

ollege. . L

: Als%,_a‘petition from the Union Engine Com-
pany, and an act to incorporate them, .

Hon. PrROV. SECRETARY lald on the table of
the house the Receiver General’s Railway gc-
counts for the past year. . L

Mr. CHURCHILI, a petition from Newport for
aid, for the erection of a public wharf, .. .

Mr. HILL, a petition from the inhabitants of
Hants County, on the subject of the Railway
rates. © P .

' Mr. MILLER presented a petition from the In-
habitants of Carriboo Cove and River Inhabi-
tants, on ‘the subject of the protection :of the
fisheries and the necessity of some regulations
for the setting of nets at Port Hood lsland.—
Also a petition for the Rev. Mr. Gerroir and &
number of other Inhabitants of Little Arichat
graying for aid to improve the harbor. The

on gentleman called attention to-the impor-
tance of this subject and trusted that it would
receive favourable consideration at the hands
of the government. The petition states that
some 7-or.8,000 tons of shipping is owned "at
that place, besides a number of vessels in -the
course of construction—owing to a beach bav-
ing 'been washed away, the harbor was: not
capable of 'safely contalning the quantity, of
shipping that was in the habit of rerox'man
thither. The petition was handed to the Fi-
nancial Secretary, . i EVREE

‘The House adjourned until 3 o’clock to-mor-
Tow. . N
A ~/ THURSDAY, 23td Feby.; 1865,
The House met at 3 o’clock. i
' ‘MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS. |

Hon. JAs. MCDONALD. presented a petition.
ﬁ;_oin a;aged ‘teacher; praying for a free grant.
of land, — o e A

“Mr. BILI presented a petition, numerounsly:
signed by the inhabitants of Lakeville, Kinge’,
- against the School: Act; another; from _‘the o
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abitants of West Cornwallis, and Aylesford,
?oraid in building a wharf; and a third, to
enlarge the powers of trustees, and Goyvernors
of Aeadia .College. Also a bill in accordance
with the prayer of the latter petition. He laid
on the table of the house the annual report of
the Baptist Education Society, and presented
a petition for the continuance of the grant to
Horton Academy. - .

Hon, ATTY. GENL, presented a petition from
B. McNutt, of Truro, in connection with cer-
tain railway damages. Referred to Railway
Committee. 5

Mr, BLANCHARD presented a petition from
J. McLeod, acontractor on the Sti. Peters’
Ganal, a few years ago, who is under the im-
pression that he has been unfairly dealt with,
and asks for a hearing of a committee. It was
pointed out by several genflemen that this
petitioner had been before the house several
limes, for years back, and that a Committee
had already decided in respect to his clairns,
Under these circumstances, the petition was
allowed to lie on the table until enquiry was
made Into this point. . ’

Mr. BOURINOT presented a petition from J.
Batesby, who had beén for many years enga-
red as mail courier in remote districts of Cape

reton. He had been obliged for years to
carry the mail on his back, and from that
cause be has become so feeble as to be unable
to provide for the support of a young family.
He asks, therefore, for a free grant of land.

- Mr. BLACKwOoOD doubted the: propriety of
opening a door to old couriers as.well as- to
ageddchoolmasters. . o
¢ Mr. BOURINOT was surprized to hear gen-
tleman from a county reported. to be s hospi-
table as Colchester express a-wish-to shut the

T upon.any one. .
go}?[r. }}lo‘ss k?mw the petitionerte be a worthy
person.. : .

Houn. PrO. SEC. doubted the propriety of th_e
House receiving the petition inasmuck as it
asked, to all intents, for & sum of money.

‘Mr. BOURINOT ageed to refer the petition to.
the Government. .

. Mr. ToBIN presented a petition from a nnm-
ber of the merchants of Halifax praying. for
the establishment of a light house at. Little
vafﬁ' ‘Locke, Mr. Churchill and. Mr. Tobin

urged upon the Government. the construction
of ‘this light, - .

"Mr. CoLiN CAMPBELL presenfed a -petition
from S. Savory: and others.of ‘Digby against
the present school law; also, one.from:G.
Holdsworth, ete.,in the town of Dighy, pray-

ihg that-the money received from licenses be:
ég%nt in'the support of education instead. of:
the

road ‘and bridge service.
" Mr: BOURINOT asked the

burnt down at Flint Island last year.
hﬁ?ﬁo:s& replied that that mafter was
under the consideration of the Government,
* Mr. KAULBACK presented the petition of
trustees of Baptist. parsonage house and lot
a* North West, for authorityto sell the same—
and to apply the proceeds to repairs of Baptis}
meeting-house .at that place;: He also asked

e e e j'uj:ﬁonfpmt{ road had been.mads by the counf;

with prayer of petitioners. Mr. Kaunlback
also p?esented. ‘thie: petition of; Dx. Alex; Lane,

- asking compensation for land faken from bim .
for:public:purposes; and anotl(l@r mtl_épgﬁ‘gm :

: Government whe--
ther it was the intention to re-erect the light.
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same party for compensation . for medieal and
surgical attendance to a sick Indian. Mr,
Kaulback urged the favorable consideration
of the petitions, and they were banded over to
the Financial gecrewry. -
i PILOTAGE IN PICTOU. :
B Mr. D, FRASER presented a petition . from
the rate payers of School district, No. 25,
River John; another from the pilots of Pictou;
asking to be placed on the same footing as the
pilots of Halifax; and a third from t ¢ ship-
masters and owners in the townsof Pletou and
New Glasgow, on the same subject. i
Mr. MILLER did not approve of the demiap [
made by the pilots of Pictou. Because thege
persons some sixteen in number, found thag
they were not as largely remunerated ag for-
merly, théy called upon the house to repeal a
law which bad been passed last session by a
large majority, " He could not sanction any
such proceeding as it would bear heayily
upon an industrious class of the community
off whom the pilots of Pictou were in the
the habit of making. their living. '
Hon. JAMES McDoNALD said that the’ pre-
sent was not the time to discuss the question,
but he-could not refrain from stating his opi-
nion that the house could not fail, on'a care-
ful consideration of the merits of the petition,
to grant its prayer. If the hon: member for,
Richmond would take the trouble to look ‘af
the petition accompanying that of thé’%ilotgg
he svould see that theirapplication came back-
ed not only by the whole of the influential
commercial and trading population, but also by
three important Insuranée Companies. The.
hon. gentleman also mentioned'that hie undeg-
stood, so impressed were the Insuranee Com-
panies with the necessity of encouraging the
pilot'institution, that they had gone so far 2§
1o extend the period of insurance from the
first'of Navember to.the end of the geason of
navigation, -to those vessels’ that accepted
pilots inwards and outwards. L
PETITIONS AND BILLS. L
Mr. G. BROWN intreduted a bill to apend;
the act to authorize a loan for the erection of 2.
court.house and jail in Yarmouth., - 7
Mr. TOBIN introduced an act to incorporate.

the Acadia. Boot and Shoe Manufacturing,
Company. L C oy s LT
" Mr. C.J. CAMPBELL introduced a petition

from the inhabitants of Bedeque, asking for:a.
and one from the ferrymen of the Strait of
Canso, and'a numher ot others, asking or.
special grant for preparing.a road’ } 3
from the Strait of Canso to. the mai d.
These men offer to perform 25 days labour. on
theroad, if the. Goyérnment: will only. spend,
fifty pounds, . ©

Mr. MILLER said that the piece of zoad

much wanted, . -
Jf»,ecb wof
G EH

- change in the mail route from Plaister COYQE?

5

Mr. S. CAMPRELL, stated that the
road, though actually in the g)upt{t ‘

horo’, was actually of no use to-it;
er.for the advantage .of - Oape B
hoped, however, it would receive the fa:
i on Government, .- .
d-that it washalf’

Mr.BLANXCHARD gaid. that it w
of road in the caunty of Guyshorong!
ty. though: of no .actyal necessity.to

ess aided by.afew pounds . on. - one -
Rommi Souyly oF SRR e :

‘ 7.0f B3 e hoped.it
be placed in the special grants this ygar
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Mr. MILLER pointed out the location of the
road: In winter persons were obliged to go up
the bill of Porcupine, and get up in that way.

Mr. Bourinot, Mr. Caldwell, Hon. Attorney
General, Mr, S. MeDenneil, Mr. LeVescoute,
all briefly pointed out the difficulties that at-
tended travellers in the locality in question,
under existing circumstances, and the necessity
tor some improvement.

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill to incor-
porate a Presbyterian Church at Middle River
in connection with the Presbyterian Chuarch of
the Lower Provinces,

Mr. JAS. FRASER introduced an ast to incor-
porate the New Glasgow Marine Insurance
Company.

TAX UPON DOGS.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL presented a pe-
tition signed by inhabitants of Antigonishe,
praying for the passage of a law imposing a
tax upon dogs. If such a law hal been found
useful in Halifax, he took it for granted that it
wonld be also equally beneficial in the country.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL thought that chap. 109
new revised statutes which says that the ses-
sions, upon the recomendation of the Grand
Jury, shall make regulations for the taxation
of dogs, was quite sufficient,

Hon. ATTY. GENX,, had not given the matter
wuch consideration as he had only justreceived
the petition.

Hon. Mr. McIFARLANE alluded to the great
a}mount of damage done by dogs in destroying
sheep.

M\l. KAULBACK questioned the advisability
of imposing a tax upen farmers for these ani-
mals, so useful in many respects, He thought
there was already law enough on the suhject
in the statute book.

Mr. PARKER considered it way quite time
t.lha.n some action was taken in regard to these
dogs. o

Mr. S. CAMPBELL presented a petition from
inhabitants of St. Mary’s, praying for the re-
moval of obstructions in the river. Also, the
petition of G, W. Scott, praying for additional
compensation as mail carrier.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLAXE preseatd a petition
of J. Black and others, Pugwash, prayirg for
the modification of the school law, .

Mr. MILLER prescated a petition from Mr.
M. Kavanagh, of St. Peter’s,. iu reference to a
claim which bhe considers he has for certain
services rendered in connection with the mili-
{ia. Mr. Miller stated that be had reason to
believe that the petitioner had performed the
duties to which be referred, and that he was
one of the most energeti¢ men they had in that
part of the county where he lived. . :

Hon. Jas. McDoxNALD stated that he would
send the petition to the Adjutant General.

RAILWAY-LIABILITIES IN WINDSOR.

Mr, BLANCHARD presented 'a petition from

the township of Windsor, setting forth that &
aumber of inhabitants had paid their railway
rates, whilst a large proportion had not done
80, Petitioners view this as an hardship, and
ask that the House should return their rates to
them, - They are, however, content that the
money. should remain in the treasury if the
rates are enforced in the case of all equally.
Hon. 'rov, SEC. stated that: he was gl to

be able to state that the difficuity that had ari-
sen from ‘the refusal of parties to pay thise’

rates.was: in a- fair stateof: adjustment. ' He
understood from the Attorney General that

[

day that he had received information from
the Sheriff of the county, who had been instruc-
ted to go forward and enforce the law, thas
parties were corn mencinpﬁo find that their pro-
perty would be bought. Every effort would be
made by the Government to enforce the law,
MILITIA AFFAIRS,

_ Mr, MoRra presented a petition from Trad
Benjamin, an officer of militia, complaining
that he had been unfairly treated. L

Dr. BRowN said, he was acquainted with the
circumstances uader which the petitioner made
his complaint, and was of opinion that Mr.
Benjamin had not been frirly treated. Heo was’
a very respectable and intelligent officer in the
same regiment of which he (Dr. Brown) was
surgeon;jand he had the reputation of beinga
good and efficient ofticer. He complained of
i}zwing been degraded without cause. He (Dr,
B.) did not know where the fault lay, but it did
seem to him that impartial justice had not been
done. He, therefore, hoped the House would
allow this petition to be investigated by the
commirtee on militia affairs, '

Houn. PROV. SEC. said that thr Commander-.
in-Chief appointed officers in connection with
rules of seniority and qualification; cwteris pa.
ribus, seniority alone prevailed. He thought’
thas the petitioner sl.ould have first gone to the’
responsilie o ficers connected with the militia,
before cominy to the house. If the reply Lo
obtained was not satisfactory, then he could
state his case to the Legislature. )

Dr Browx said that he had understood Mr,
Benjamin to say that he had applied to the
Adjntant Genera), but had received no satis-
faction, Mr. Benjamin was a most intclligens
man, and perfectly conversanrt with the course
he ought to pursue, -

After afew desultory remarks as to the re-
ception of the petition, it was referred to the
militia committee.

. . PETITIONS AND BILLS.

Mr. C. J. CAMRBELL presented .a petition
from Cape Breton and Victoria complaining
that the Mining Association, in the line struck
at the time of the settlement of the Mines and
Mineral question, obtained a larger area in
Boulandrie than they were entitled to. ' L

Mr. CALDWELL said that this matter had in
1863 been betore the Mines and Minerals com=~
mittee, and Mr, Hendrey had been questioneit
in reference to'it, -The Mining Association hadt
no objection to have the lines run over, but he
did not think that they had obtained a-larger
area than they were entitled to.  He believed
that Mr. Brown’s son performed. the service;
and he (Mr. C.) was inclined to believe that if
would be found, if the lines were run over, that
there ‘was no ground. whatever for the com:
plaint made by the petitioners. .. - G

Mr. RoBICHEAU presented a petition from g
number of the ivhabitants. of * Long Island,
praying for an act to change the name of ¢er~
tain places in the county of Digby.. Also a
biil in accordance with the prayer thereof.

" Mr, PRYOR presented the following bills:—
" To amend .act, chap. 27 Vic., concerning the
city of Halifax." S

To enable the city -to borrow money to pay
off the debt on the market honse.: '~ ... ;.

-To vest the title of certain lands in the Com~
missioners of the Poor, ~ - - . C
" To vest certain lands in .-the city of Halifax,

:Mr. PARKER presented a. petition from. Up~ ',
per_Stewiacke concerning a-8chool district, 1.
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"Mr, C. J. CAMPBELL presented a petition
from Middle River, asking for certain remune-
fation.

M. DOXKIN presented a petition from Clare-
mount; one from R. Black; one from W. Mit-
chell and others,—all in reference to postal ac-
commeo lation,
~ Mr. KInG presented a petition from Rev. .J.
J. Hill and others, against the Union of the
Provinces.

" Mr. WHITMAN, a petition from M. Sypher,
for an increase of salary as mail carrier; and
apother from Val. Muaro, asking for certain
remuneration.

Mr. McLELAN, petition from Bird’s River
for additional mail accommodation; one from
Chiganois for a way office; and one from Five
Islands, against the proposed Union of the Co-
lonies.

Mr. CALDWELL moved for an extension of
time for the reception of petitions from Cape
Breton; the communication with the eastward
being very unsatisfactory just now. It was
understood that special leave would be given
for such patitions.

Mr. KAULBACK made an enquiry from the
government as to the despatches relative to
the exaction of duties from our fishermen en-
gaged in the Labrador fisheries.

Hon. Pro. SEc. replied that the correspon-
dence referred to wonld be immediately laid
on the table.

Mr, MCKAY presented a petition from .
Cameron, prayiug for remuneration for crown
lands.

Mr. LEVESCONTE asked if it was the inten-
tion of the Governmen&to place a steam-whis-
fle on Cranberry Island at Canso.

Hon. FiN, SEC. replied that the subject was
under consideration,

Houn. Prov. SEC. laid on the table certain pa-
vers relative to the Mie Mac Gold Company.

Mr, KAULBACK presented a petition of Jas.
‘Thomas, of Hast River, asking aid to finish
the removal of obstructions in that river to the

assage of fish and lumbering purposes. Mr.
Kaulbaek urged the prayer of petition on’'the
favorable consideration of goyernment, and
stated that petitioner had, at his own expense,
expended some hundred dollars in removing
said obstructions, o

DISPUTED GOLD CLAIMS, &C.

Hon. PRO. SEC. in reply to an enquiry made
by the member for Richmond (Mr. Miller) on
a previous day, as to the nuwber of disputed
claims befors the chief Gold Commissioner and
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, ahd under
the consideration of the executive government,
stated that he was informed by the commis-
sioner of mines that thére were no cases before
bim. ‘There were only two under the consider-
ation of the government—that of Chisholm and
the Cape Breton coal mining company. He
laid on the table a return frown the commission-
er of Crown Lands showing ‘the number of
cares that hiad been before him-the names of
petitioners—the dates of their application, and
the action that had béen taken. , i

Hon. PROV. 8£0. also laid ‘on the table,in
-answer to the enquiry of the member for East
Halifax, (Mr. Annand,) ‘correspondence be-
tieen the Executive Government'and -the Im-

arinl anthorities on the subject of the Militia.
doing #6, he would take the opportunity of
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stating, in order to prevent any misanderstan-
ding, that when gentlemen asked for corres-
pomiance or despatches upon any subject, he
took it for granted that they meant papers of a
public character, and that was his meaning
when be replied to tk:e member for Shelburne,
(Mr. Locke,) on a previous day, that the corres-
{)oudence then submitted embraced all that had’
been received upon the Union of the Colonies.
And so in reference to this question he had
hrought down all despatches of a public nature,
The Commander-in-Chief might have conti-
dential communications upon the defences of
the country which it might be exceedingly im-
politic to make public. }ie mentioned the sub-
Jject because Lie had perceived that a gentleman
in the other end of the building had purstied
the unusual course of calling for despatches
of a private natare. .

PICTOU RAILWAY.

Hon, Prov. 8EC: also laid on the table the
Report of the Chief Engineer on the Picton
Railway; and he would,say in reply to the
question of the hon. member for Pictou (Mr.
McKay) as to why Mr. Laurie’s ronte had been
abandoned, that this Report countained the
roasons which inftuenced the Government in
adopting the line now being constructed. He
had no detailed estimate of the cost, but he
was authorized to state that the whole line
would be constructed inside of $2000,000,

The Report was road by the Clerk; when the
House adjourned until 3 o’clock next day.

Fripay, Feb, 24th, 1865,

The House met at 3 o’clock.

. PETITIONS AND BILLS.

M. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
Queensville, County of Inverness, for a way
office, . :

Hon. ATTY. GENL. presented a petition from.
John Day, praying for investigation in rela-
tion to lands taken for railway purposes, - Af-
ter some conversation it was referred to the
Railway Committee, ' -

Mr, LAWRENCE presented six petitions from
North Hants signed by 814 persons,. -againsr
the proposed Federation of the Colonies, uatil
it had been subniitted to the people.

BILLS READ A THIRD TIME. .

The following Bills were read a third time,
and finally passed. A Bill to incorporate the
Sydney and Louisburg Railway Company:
A Bill to incorporate Clyde Coal Mining
Company. A Bill'to amend the Actto incor-

orate the lnternational Coal and Railway

ompany. o oo
- Mr. CHURCHILL presented'a
Newport for aid to a great road.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

"Mr. CALDWELL introduced 'a bill to:ineor-
porate the Syduey and Brasd’Or Steambont
Company.  -In relation .to the bill he: stated
that the Company was composed of gentlemen
of wealth and position in the county, and: thas
it was the intention to put on a steamer whick
would aftord every requisite accommaoadation to
the people of the section where she was to ply.

Hon. ATTY. GEN,, presented a petition. from .
the. Inhabitants of Antigonishe, against the
schoel act.’ - . o AT e

Mr. SMITH presented a petition from Axchi- -
bald McIsaac, an aged school teacher, praying *
for a free grant of land, ~ - . . 70w

petition from
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;" Mr. BOURINOT -presented a petition from
(Gabarous for a daily mail to the Island of
Cape Breton. )

Mr. RAY presented a petition from the in-
habitants of Aunapolis against Confede-
‘ration.

Hon. Mr. MoKrNNoxw presented two peti-
tious from Harbor Bouche and Tracadie, on
the sane subject.

Mr, ARCILIBALD presented a petition from
the inhabitants of Onslow praying that certain
-school lands in that locality should be sold for
educational purposes. The hon. gentleman
obtained leave and introduced a bill to carry
-ou the prayer of the petitioners; and stated
that when the bill came up for discussion, be
Frouhl explain the nccegsity that existed

oY it.

Mr, ARCHIBALD also presented a - similar
petition from Truro. on the same subject, and
introduced a bill to authorize the sale of certain
school Iands in that locality. .

Mr. BLANCHAED presnnted a petition for
aid for the erection of an oat mill. He said
that some years ago the house was in the habit
of granting aid for the coustruction of oat kilng
but the practice had been discontinued in con-
sequence of the waant of available funds. He
trusted that this application, which was really
for a desirable object, would receive the favor-
able consideration of the governinent.

Mr. PrYOR presented a petition from the in-

habitants of Lawrencetown, complaining that
they had been deprived of certain privileges
by the grant of a water lot to a person residing
in that locality, . -
- Mr. MILLER asked . that certain returns
which the government had laid on the table in
reference to disputed elaiwms before the Gov-
srament and Crown Land Commissioners, be
roferred to the committecs on the respective
subjects. - . o

Mr. PRYOR would beg to czll the particular
attention of the government to & petition he
held 'in his hand from St. Margaret'’s Bay,
;{raying for the erection of a light house at
Pegey’s Point. This was the sixth time he
‘had presented it, and if for no other reason,
hé thought that his perseverance entitled - him
to favorable consideration. | S
" Mr. MILLER begged to draw the attention of
the Fipancial Secretary to a petition of some-
what an unusual character from Jas, Barron,
who had ‘been the means of saving several
lives frow shipwreck.. He would recommend
it to the favorable consideration of the gov-
ernment, - . A o

‘Hon: FINL. 8ECY., by command, laid on
the table, papers - conunected with . this claim
‘ces, which were referred to a special Commit-
c{)f Messrs._ ‘LeVesconte, McFarlane ‘and Mil-
er.’. oo L

Mr. ROBERTSON, presented a petition from
Martin- D. McGray, a mail carrier, for <additi-
oonal aid. - i - S
. Mr.ARCHIBALD presented a petition from th®
Inhabitants -of Economy, prayingthat a way
‘office might be changed into a post office.. " i

Mr. KAULBACK presented a petition from
George Purper of New Ross, connty of Lunen-
barg. The hon. gentleman explained thatthis
qetition had been presented last Session, and
ag it had not received any :consideration the
petitioner had thought that in consequence of

their differing in politics. he (Mr. K.) bad not
properly advocated his claims. He therefors, *

- than the cornty of Lane!
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wished to bring it particularly to the notice of
tbe house, as well for that reason as. becauséd
he thought it was 2 cage of great injustice,
It appeared that petitioner, being a road com-
wmissioner, was directed by. a former member
of the county (late Mr, Mosely) to take pusses«
sion of certain lands for road purposes, who
stated that he would be indemnified. He did
g0 and had been obliged to pay the owner of
the lands outof his own pocket, and had never
been reimbursed. It was true that it was
more g matter for the Sessions, but the town-
ship of Chester had refused to pay on the
fr{»luud that the road had. not beeu properly

aid out, . .

Mr. ArRCHIBALD suggested that the hon. gen-
tleman should put it in big road scale as asun
due for the road service. .

Hon., ATTY. GEN. said that the hon, gentlg-
man had.two remedies, either to bring in an agt
to assess the township of Chester for the
amount, or o refer the matter to a select cow-
mittee, and in case they-report in favor of the
elaim, the hon gentleman could place it in his
road scale, ‘ B

_ After some further remarks the petition
was referred to a select committee—consisting
of Messrs, Archibald, McFatlane and Stewart
Campbell. ) - .
- Me. 8. McDoNELL presented six petitiong
from Inverness against confederation.

. Hon. FIN. SEC’Y, by command, laid on the
table certain returns relating to road com-
gi@sioners asked for by the izember for Vio-

ria. P
. -LABRADOR FISHERIES.

Hon, PrOV. 8EC,, by:command, laid on the
table, the correspondence asked for by the mem-
ber for Lunenburg. (Mrc. Kanlback), in refer-
ence to the duties levied .by the revenue offi»
cers -of Newfoundland upon the outfits of
Nova Scotia fishermen. :

. Hon. ATTY. GEN. said that one of the griev-
ances complained of by our flshermen wag
that they had to pay a duty upon salt,- which
in this country goes.duty free, butin New
foundland the fishermen are taxed forit..

Mr. KAULBACK said that he was glad tha$
the government had taken some aciion upon
this most iuportant subject, and he hoped tha
the matter would not stop here, - He considere
ed that the tax levied upon our fisherinen was
most unjust and iniquitous, It was not atax
npon articles landed and consumed in the
country, but it was an imposition upon the
outfits .of the fishermen, which .were never
intended to be introduced into Newfoundland.
and a greater part of which (as wag the cagg
last year) were actually brought back. to
Nova Scotia. He hoped that the Executiv@
Government - would remonstrate with the
Newfoundland Government and if no redress
could be obtainad the matter should be repree
sented to Her Majesty’s Secretary of. State for
the Colanies. In bringing thissubjret before tly
Houss he was not adgvocatinglocul or ~ection:
interests, althongh- he thought' every gengles
man had a right:to do 80, provided lie did:not
make: invidious comparisons.- ‘This - was_ o
gquestiony however; not only of interest to-hip
own county, bat.of vast importanes to.the

‘Province generally;  for. to a greater. or legg
extent mz;lysvex’{.wuptyin the proyinee.wap
interested in .the. fisheries, but none more.49
I t urg.. He therefory .
Jnvited tho. aid .of hen. .gentlemen: from. gl
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parts of the province to assist him'in redressing
the grievances under which our fishermen la-
dored, He thought that they had great right
to comrlain, and" although he did not wish at
That time to enter into a discussion of the Re-
ciprocity treaty, which no doubt conferred some

vantages upon us, yet he could not help say-
.ing that he had always entertained a strong
opinion as to the way in which our fisheries
‘had been summarily bartered away by the
‘PBritish Minister at Washington, without our
‘being consulted in the matter. It may have
served the ends of Foreign Diplomacy, but it
was net the way to treat the rights we held so
dear. 1t could not (as he had said) be denied
‘that some advantages of trade had heen Qeriv-
‘ed from that treaty, but the imrmediate conse-
quence had been that while mackerel com-
‘manded $20 per barrel in former times, they
‘now only brought $10. And they had only to
took at the prosperity in. the state of Maine,
and other - states where large bountics were
‘given, to see the benefits the United States had
reaped from thattreaty. He did not generally
approve of the bounty system, but he wonld
suggest to the fishery commiitee the proprioty
of granting some aid to the bank fisheries.

Mr. JosT said that this was a matter of
great importance, and well worthy the serions
congideration of the howse. The fishermen
did not complain of being taxed upon goods
1anded in Newfoundland, but upen their out-
fits which are never landed, and in many
cases a large portion is breught back to this
province.

Mr. LocKE said that the reason given by
the Newfoundland authorities for exacting
the duty upon salt, was because their fishermen
had to pay it. He was not so sure whether
this was thefcase or not. :

“Hon. ATTY. GEXN. read. a letter from the
Custom House officer at St. John, stating that
salt was the only article the tax was ﬁavied

upoan. . .
,er. LOCKE said that the despatch referred
to salt for consumption on the Labrador coast
and could not be applicable to' salt used in
curing fish to bring back to Nova Scotia. He
entirely concurred with the member for Lu-
nenburg -that this tax was unjust, and he
hoped that measures would be taken to reme-
dy the grievance. :
. "Hon. ATTY.GEN s2id that the Newfoundland
authorities had referred to the confirmation of
the Imperial authorities as to the the course
they had pursued, butit was evident that they
only referred to the abstract right of the New-
foundland Government to levy a tax upon
goods landed on the Labrador coast. ' He con-
sidered that they had noright to tax the salt
used-by our fishermen, : '
“Mr.- LOCKE said that the Newfoundland
suthorities did not dare to tax salt used by the
American fisherman, and he did not think
they should be allowed to extort it from ours.
The report of Mr.- Winters, Custom House
officers of St. Jouns, was read by the Clerk;
< Mr. LEVESCONTE said that there was mo
doubt that our fishermen were treated with
great injustice, and he could not see the sha-
dow of an excuse for the course.pursued by
the Newfoundland Government. Thesegoods
which were taxed, ‘were not:landed on the
coast at all, and were not, therefore, liable fo
‘@aty. ‘They did ‘not tax: Americans at all,
though they had just as much:to levy duties
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from thém as from our fishermen. . The people
of Newfoundland paid the duty on their goods
at St. Johns’, aud were not called upon to pay
twice over. He belicved that the opinion of
the Crown Officers of Xngland had never been
called to the true nature of this case—they had
been only asked whether the Government had
a right to collect from persons trading and
doing business in Labrador. upou what goods
they might land. He considered the answer
of the Newfoundland aunthorities as & iners
evasion of the question, and expressed a hope
that the subject would be brought tothe notice
of the Sceretary of State for the €olonies.

Mr. ARCHIBALD, (whe was hardly heard,}
pointed ent the injustice of the tax, and said
that we would have just as much right to- ge
on board any American fishermen or any ves-
setin fact that might be within our borders,
and exact a daty on everything that was chae-
geable, The whole question, as he understood
it, arose fromn the meaning of “importations.”
The construction given to this werd by the
Newfoundiand government was most -extra-
ordinary. L e S

Mr. LOCKE again showed the injastice of the
tax, and said that there was no sense in the
excuse of Mr. Winters that these duties were
exacted from our fishermen because the people
of Nefoundland are subject to the same: tax.
The fact was these goods belonging to our
fishermen, on which duties were levied do not
enter into the consumption of Newfoundland
at all. - ©Qur peeple paid duty on these here,
and it was unfair to bave them taxed twice. '

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the whele difficul-
ty would cease as soon as confederation was o
fixed fact. L

Mr. KAULBACK trusted the House would no#
wait until confederation took place, and ex-
{;ressed his hope that when the matter had

een again explained to the Newfoundland
government they would recognise the injnstice
of the exaction, :

The papers were referred
on the fisheries. .

MILITIA PETITION. L
- Hon, F1x. SEC. laid on the table the petition
of Mr. M. Kavanagh, with the report of the
Adjutant.General thereon. - Frem. this report
it appears that the department could. not,
without a vielation of its regulations, pay the
gervices  rendered by Capt. Kavanagh in re-
organizing the militia in the eounty of Rich-
mond. At the same time, however, his services
are recognized as-very efficient, and the report
considers he is entitled to some remuneration
for the labor whieh he. has performed.. Mr. -
MeDonald then moved that the petition be re-
ferred to:the militia committee, and said that -
the government would be quite ready to adopt
the report of that committee as to the remune-
ration he should reeeive, .~.v-.0 i e
: © - PETITIONS, - '@ 1 .. eiZ

Mr. 8, MCDONNELL presenteda petition from
Inverness, for aid in opening up Big Pond,
Cheticamy, for a shelter for fishermen’s hoats,
and another- from the inhabitants of: River

to the committee

Denis, agking for a way oftice. . -~ -~ ..
. LUNATIC ASYLUM REPORT, ETC. -
Hon, PrO. SEC. laid on the table the annual
report of the Medical Superintendent of ithe
Hospital:for the Insane. *» - .0 .~ 1. Sogk
The report states that, on the firat <of . Janu-
ary; 1864, there were onthe record onebuundred -
and forty-two . patients—seventy-ve -males’
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and sixty-ssven females, Since that period
twenty-three.of each sex, forty-six in all, have
been admitted, making the total number treat-
od this year, one hundred -and eighty-eight.
The daily average number for 1864 has been
one hundred and fifty-one. Sixteen males
and eighteen females have been discharged,
teaving our present number one hundred and
fifty-four. - Of those dlscha-rized, eighteen_have
heen restored, six more or less improved, and
ten have died. The rate of recoveries, reckon-
el on admissions, has been 39 per cent.; the
average of six years was 35 per cent. The
mortality rate, reckoned on the daily average
.number, has been for this year 6.62 per cent.;
the former proportionate rate for five years
-was 4.78 per cent. The average mortality rate
since the opening of the Hospital, reckoned
wpon the whole number treated in each year, has
been 3.61per cent. The entire number admit-
ted since January 1st, 1859, has been three
‘hundred..and twonty-nine, of whom one hun-
dred and seventy-five have been discharged,
-in addition to four who, at the date of this Re-
port, are absent “on trial.” . :

‘Hon. PrROV. SEC. also laid on the table: An-
nual Report of the Board of Works; also, An-
nual Report of the Poors’ Asylum. .

. Mr. LONGLEY asked the Financial Secreta-
ry to furnish the house with the number of
light houses in the province, with the salaries
o? the officers thereof. -

Hon. ProvV. SEC. la1d on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the new commer-
-cial code of signals. .

The honse adjourned over uatil Monday, in
order to give the committees an opportunity of
mesting, : ' '
B Moxwnpay, Feb, 28, .
The house met at 3 o’clock, ’

- Mr.- BOURINOT presented a petition from
Mire, C.B;, asking for a daily mail to the Is-
land of Cape Breton. : o
" Hon, FIN, SECRETARY laid on the table a
statement asked for by the hon. member for
Annaypolis. in reference to light-houses.

At Mr'LONGLEY’S suggestion the Financial
Secretary agreed to add the character and num-
‘ber of lights to each light-house. -

- Hon PROV, SEC. took the opportunity of stat-

ing that the introduction of Paraffine cil had

been found successful—the character of the

light being improved, and the cost lessened.
o PATENTS.

garties in New York asking for leave to intro-
uce a bill authorizing them to obtain . patents
in the.province, in reference to extraction of
gold from ore. Mr..Archibald stated that the
stitioners claimed to possess certain -scienti-
fic' secrets which would be found invaluable
here, and that parties: engaged in gold mining
watild sustaio their application. R
.. Houn. Mr. SHANKON expressed himself in fa.
vor of the introduction-of 2 bill that would re-
ciprocate the. privileges. conferred -by .any: fo-
reign country -in-reference to patents, -If no
one else ‘would .bring in. such 2 bill.:he would
do:it himself. B L A
..;Hon. Pro. SEC. thought ‘it very desirable
that there should be some.ceneral law:in order
to:do away with the ‘necessity for the intreduc-

ton of a number of separate aots, which“o'nlyv-

sncumbered ourstatute book:

5

-on humane institations. ) i
T ' INCORPORATION ‘BILLS FROM THE LEGISEA~
. Mr:ARCHIBALD presented two petitions from :

-coal company.

a7
. Hon, Mr. MCFARLANE gaid that the Pro-

.vince was losing largely from existing arrange-
‘ments, Certain

rsons. engaged in‘ mining
actually shipped large guantities of ore froma
which gold was extracted in the States by im-
proved scientific appliances. o
PETITIONS, .

Mr. 8. MCDONNELL presented a petition
signed by 522 persons in Inverness, againss the
Confederation of the Colonies.

Hon. Mr, MCKINNON, a petition from Anti-
gonishe Co.,on the same subject. :

Mr. LOCKE, a petition from the fowuship of
Shelburne, containing 615 signatures, on .the
game sulject. . B

LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Mr. ToBIN presented a petition from the
Custos and Magistrates of the County of Hali-
fax, complaining of the hardship arising from
the large expenditure required from the county
to defray the expenses of insane persons in the
asylum. The petition, which is founded on pre-
sentments of Grand Juries for some years
back, states that in 1860 the county was assess-
ed for that purpose $1,382; in 1861, $2,988; in
1862, $4,074; in 1863, $4,G33; in the vine months
of 1864, $4,015; and concludes by asking tha$
the charge be made Provincial. . .

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE said he had no doubt
that it would be exceedingly gratifying to the
county ifits prayer were granted, but Lie belie-
ved it would be very unwise to do so. He did
not think that the city ot Halifax, with its
wealth and resources, should come forward to
ask the house to be relieved from a burden
which it only bore in common with other coun-
ties. Asit was now, it was difticult to find alf
the acco:nmodation required by patients from
the country; but if the wish of. the petitioners
were granted the asylumn would be.more than
filled to repletion. He hail no hesitation in‘say-
ing that the present system did- justice to all
sections. L IR ) .

Mr. ToBIN did not think it fair for the. hon.
member.to pre-judge the question; when it was
brought before the committee then would be'
the proper time for the comsideration of the
merits of the petition. He had no doubt thas
the presentrule pressed unfairly upon Halifax.
Many transient persons came to thecity, and:
after a year’s residence they became chargs-
able upon its funds.’ ’ o

The petition was referred to the committes

. . TIVE COUNCIL. . . t
. A message was received from the Legislative.
Council stating that they-had agreed to the -

bills on the following subjects:— - . L
- To incorporate Sydney and Louisburg rail-

way-company. ‘-

..To-amend act 4ixjxcorp‘otati‘ng~ Interna.tioiiql

To incorporate"CIyaé coal mining corxipani;:

- ‘Poincorporate Caledonia mining company.
- The two last bills were sent down with some

amendments, which, on motion of Mr, Bouris
not, were agreed to by the house, . - ..

“ o PETITIONS, &C.-~ . =< 7
--.Hon. Pro, 8ec. laid on-thetable certain rai’-
way- petitions, which were referred to the rail»

0

‘way committee, in accordance with the pracs

:: Mr.: Churchill presented . petition from
North -Hants, . for :a. way. office. -~ He "stated -
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that there was a Manganese company now
operating in the locality, and that & good
deal of business was transacted there, which
- required postal facilities, - ] :
The following petitions against the proposed
scheme of Confederation were also presented :
By Mr. Churchill, from G. Armstrong and
109 others in North Hants. .
By Mr. 5. Campbell, from 175 personsin the
Btrait of Canso, Guysboro.
" By Dr. Brown, from 170 persons in South
Kings; another from J. L. Brown aud others
of Wolfville; and a third from a number of
persons in Lower Horton, Kings. . ’
By Mr. MeLelan, from Brookfield, Colchester.
By Mr. Ross, from 90 persons in Boulardrie,
Victoria. ‘
. Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
'the inhabitants of Margaree, in reference to the
‘act passed:last session for the protection of ri-
ver fisheiies. Petitioners consider’ the provi
-sions of the law too stringent, and state that it
is msher intended to lLenefit “ genteel fisher-
men.”

AGRICULTURE,

-~ Hon. Mr.MCFARLANE, in laying on the ta-
‘ple the Raport of the General Board of Agri-
culture, stated that that Board was called into
axistence by the act passed last session, and
that its operations had been already attended
with most beneficial results to the farming in-
‘terests of the Province. At present there were
‘some 37 associations ih existence in the pro-
‘vinee, containing 734 members. The counties
of Queens, Shelburne, and Richmond bad not
‘#ent in their returns for the year. The Board
‘have, among other things arrived at the conclu-
‘sion that it was advisable to hold a Provincial
“Bxhibition in 1866. .
“They had also adopted that portion of tlie
act which imposed upon them the calling into
existence an Agricultaral journal. They bad
not long met before they found that such a
Paper was indisper sable, in order to afford the
iuformation to the Agriculturists of the pro-
‘vince that was required. They have, however,
‘come to the conclusion that it is advisable to
~have this journal heneeforth published oncea
foonth, instead of quarterly. They also have
‘siven a great deal of attention to the potatoe
disease. and have enquireld into the advisabili-
ty. of adopting the remedy whichhad been sug-
‘gested last winter by the Legislature—namely,
resorting back to the original potatoe plant.
-‘They have'taken great pains’ in reference to
the matter, by making enquiries in N, York of
parties who for 2 number of years have expend-
anglarge stuns of woney in endeavoring to reme-
dy the disease, and havecome to the conclusion,
after considering the vesults of - these .experi-
ments thatit weuld not be expedient tointro-
duce the system here. They have, however,
been able to procure a certain quantity of im-
proved seeil.. The Board also recommend .the
importation of improved stock.. Last summer
Abey sent on some of their members, ‘who
Jonght. & small amount of stock, which: was
s0ld at Wimd: or at public auction for more than
ftactually cost. .. -
- :Mr. PARKER donhted the - propriety of im-
porting horses, but.was strongly in favour of
Intro tucing iwproyved  stock.in: the :shape of
cattle and sheep. He pointed to.Colchester:in
aupport.afihis opinion, of-the high-condition to
rwhich farmers might bring ‘their atdck. b
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thought that a farmer should have been sent to
New Brunswick to select stock instead of a
Dactor, R S

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE interrapted him to
state that Mr. John Brown, of Falmouth, was
engaged in the selection of the stock as well as
Dr. Hamilton, ~ '

Mr. PARKER said that the Doctor, at all
events, got all the credit,and went on to show
the necessity there is for using .every care in
the sclection of stock. We should not have
old, but young stock of pure blood. .

Dr. HaMILTON regretted that he had nof
known the Report was to be presented that
afternoon, as he would then have brought for-
ward some interesting faets and sratistics con-
nected with the subject. He presumed that it
would be admitted that the cultivation of the
s0il was one of the mostimportant ohjects that
any people could pay attention to. Therefore
any matter which increased the productiveness
of thesoil,and tke value of its products bore:a
very important relation to the welfare "and
prosperity of the country. - Hence the propriety
of introducihg such improvemcnts a3 would
increase the productiveness of the goil and the
quality of its products, The number of per-
sons above the age of 15 engaged in agricul-
ture in this country amounted to 50,000, a larger
proportion of our population than was engaged
in any other active pursuit. He 'referred
especially- to the great importance the -proper
application of manures was to the farming:in-
terests of this country. He thought that the
first time this subject was brought to the notice
of the public was in the celebrated letters -of
*“ Agricola,” who laid down certain princi-
ples which he believed -were found as true in
their character at the present day as at the time
they were published. It was a very great
source of -regret to him that puablications of
this kind bad not been followed up from time
to time, although he wasaware that Dr. Daw-
son had pablished a little work which. was
also very useful in its way. 1f the principles
these books laid down were only better under-
stood_in Nova Scotia the fertility of the soil
would be greatly. immproved. . Therefore .he
thought that the publication of an agricultural
journal would be found of very great benefit
to the farmer, by given him a mexns of obtain-
ing reliable information in respect to his.call-
ing. which, under existing circutstances, was
not so accessible. Dr. Hamilton then went‘on
to refer to the importance of having improved
stock - inttoduceds into the country. - In ‘this
connection hie mentioned that since the firgt
importation by the late G. R. Young, the stock
of the province had increased in size at-least
one third. It -was not now an uncomnion
-thing ‘to'see an ox which would weigh. from
-1000 to 1500 1bs., and. whilst at Fredericton: last.
-summer, he ‘had the pleasure of noticing. ore
which in size, ‘height, and’ beauty of form
<could ‘ot be exceeded. . It.was raised, He be-
lieved, in Westmoreland County, and 'weighed
3400 1b. alive.. He mentioned ‘that he had:s
«cow:which during thirteen years had produced
£65) worth of milk, had uever all ‘that -thme

went dry four weeks on an average, and ‘had |

a calf'every :year. ~This fatt showed the'im-
‘portance of having improved stock, anil he wwag
thereforeglad to see the recommendation madh

port-which had just'been read. -

in reference:to.a. fresh importation:in-the:ze-
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Mr. BLACEWOOD expressed the satisfaction
he felt at the fact that an Agricultural Journal
was to be published henceforth .in this prov-
ince. He had no doubt that it would be tound
most beneticial in its- effects upon the large
class engaged in agricultural operations in this
country. Hitherto they had ‘wanted such a
publication_sadly, and had been obliged io
gend abroad for such. : -

After a few remarks from Hon. Mr. McFar-
lane upon the importance of agricaltural jour-

nals as a means, of disseniinating information

upon that important subject, ;

“Mr. LOCKE said that they were constantly
told that the farming population of the country’
were the most influential and the most intelli-

ent of any class, and yet they were constant-'

y requiring aid in some form or other. Here
they had a recommendation to furnish them
with journals at a low cost. He' thought this
was unfair. No branch of trade or industry
should be stimulated at the expense of ano-
ther, and the fishermen, the lawyers, or the
mecﬁanics,’ had as much right to their journal’
at the publie expense as the agricultural class.

Mr, PARKER advocated the importance of
dissemmating the fallest information in res-
pect to improved stock, and other agricultural
matters. Co - o

After a few further remarks the report was
referred to the Committee on Agriculture.*

s PRIVATE BILLS. ) :

‘Hon. Mr. SHANNON, from the Committee on
Private Bills, reported the following: To incor-
porate the Acadia Coal Mining Company, with
a few verbal amendments; To incorporate the
Waverly Gold Mining Company, the Stone
Cutters’ and Masons’ Society, and the Royal
Sussex Lodge of Freemasons, without amend-
ments, B . i

_PROGRESS OF PUBLIC BUSINESS.

MR. ARCHI1BALD said that'he had ‘been for
some time anxiously waiting in the hope that
some business of a more important: character
than that which had already engaged their at-
tention, would have been laid on the table of
the House. There was no:time during the
whole session more favourable for the
consideration and discussion ‘of important
measures than the first few weeks; and ‘al-
theugh they had now been nearly three wecks
in session, he regretted to.be obliged to state
that but small progress had been made in the
public husiness. ‘He would like to enquire of
the ‘government when they intended to bring
down the imporiant  question  of "Education,
promised in the Governor’s speech. . Heé was
quite sure'that the-government would acquit
him ot any hostile spirit in' urging upon'them
the necessity of having this subject brought
early under the consideration of the House.
There was no quéstion (not-even. excepting the
great subject.of Federation), whichhad agita-
ted the public mind t6-such: an:eXtent, as the
position of the comiron schools.of the country;
and he trusted, therefore, that the goverament
would agree with him in’ the propriety, of sub-
&milming this measure without any unnecessary

elay. RS SE T ’
- HON. PRO. SEC’Y, did not think -that. .they
were:open to the. charge - of . spending much
time unnecessarily.;: every moment ; bhad, beeu
oceupied-and : honourable . gentlemen : knew-
that during the first part of ithe. 8ession, . when
& large number;of petitions were received, ..nd
reports read upon important:aubjects, .
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impossible to have very -extendod: siftings.:
The House had juss been listening: to a report’
on the important subject of the Agriculture of
the Country and he had been waiting patient-
ly for the opportunity of presenting the report.
of the superintendent of Kducation. . He was
in the judgment of the House when he stated
the public documents hal beeun submitted as
rapidly -as the House was ready for theni.
In reply to- the enquiry of the houn. member
for Colchester {(Mr Archibald) he would state
that the government would be prepared at an
early day to snbmit a meavure upon the sub-.
ject of Education; at-the same time he- need
hardly remind hon- gentlemen that upon . a
question of sich an important  nature as this,
somne time was mecessary to enable the govern-
ment to obtain information as- to- the pastk
working of the law. In the meantime he- laid
upon the table the report of the superintendens
of Education, which goes fully into .the'sub-
Ject_ o . . . .
Mr. ArcHIBALD said that he did not wish to.
draw comparisons with. other sessions, His
object was solely to facilitate the public busi-
ness, It was quite evident-that if other more
important business had been before the House,
s0 much time would not have been occupied in
the various discussions that had arisen; and
while he admitted the importance of the Agri-
cultural question, he did not think they would
have had such an extended: discussion upon
that at that time, if other business had been
before the House.: He repeateil that he was
borne out in the statement that the public.busis
ness had not been as rapidly advanced as the
interests of the country demanded., e knew
of no reason why the. business could not be
transacted in forty days, which was the period
formerly assigned for a session, and now:they
had consumed a . third .of that time, with very
little to_show for it. - He was happy. to hear
that, at all events, one of the measures' prom-
ised in the speech would be submitted.at an
early day, and he trusted;that the experience
of the past year would be brought to bear npon
the legislation of this session,as regar's this
most important question. . b
Hon., ATTORNEY GENERAL denied that leas
business had been got through with than:in
former sessions. In soma sessions.they had
not passed the answer to the Address at,that
period, and be thought if any.one would com-
pare the Journals -with those of past years
they.would find that as much work had. beew
done up.to this time, as.in:any session for the
last ten years.. ‘Having dealt last session with
the Révised Statutes, and thus-disposed of a
great many -subjects that gencrally_engaged |
the attention of the house, it followed that the
number of questions.to be submitted this year
would be l_:_xrﬁely, dimipished. - As to the ques-
tion 'of the school law lLie would remark thatas
the government had to’ collect information‘as
to the practical working of the system in the
localities in-which it had been tried, it was im-
possible: for them :to:have dealt'with it at'’an
earlier period. He would fay.further that,the
subject had. engaged the most .earnest consid-
eration of the government,. and -when it.camne
down to the heuse he hoped it would. receive
that attention its importance demanded.: ...t
. Mr:r STEWART: CAMPBELL, had..no. . dogbt.
that other gentlemen would approach the cops
sideration of ‘the.subject .in- as fair-a. spirit as
the ,hon.:. Atty., General.: ;: As. regards.the -
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that the hon. Prov. Sec’y. would hardly find,
up(m reference to the journals, a less amount
ot work done in a rimilar period in any previ-
ous session, or that three consecutive Saturdays
were allowed to pass without the lLiouse meet-
ing atall. The Lieut. Governor had in his
speech promised a measure upon education.
He presumed that his advisers had during the
recess bestowed their attention upon that sub-
ject.—He presumed so from the fact thar they

ad authorized their officers to violate the law,
and had promised that their acts would be
legalized at the next session of the house. He
had a right therefore to suppose that the go-
vernment when they put that measure in the
speech would be prepared to state the modifi-
cation they intended to propose and he did
not think the reasons given by the Prov. Sec.
at all justified the delay.

Hon, PrRoOV. SECRETARY was quite will-
ing to take the journals of the present session
and compare them with those ot previous ones
and when the number of petitions presente:
and the reports read were considered, he was
prepared to shew that the business was more
advanced now than at any similar geriod in
former sessions, And as regards public mea-
sures, he would only refer to the session of
1863, when lon. gentlemen opposite were in
power. That session commenced Feb’y. 10th,
and the most important measures were not
brought down until a late period of the session,
—the Militia Law not until April 8th, and the
Intercolonial Railroad on the 10th of the same
mouth. In reply to the remarks of the leader
of the Opposition as to the time occupied in
reading the reports from the heads of the vari-
ous public departments, he would state that
he considered no time better spent, for every
one knew that when these reports went to the
various committees without’ }mvin g been first
read, they were not heard of again until they
came up at a late period of the session, when
hon. gentlemen had not time thoroughly to
discuss them.

Mr: ARCHIBALD had purposely refrained
from making any comparisons with former
sessions, for even if it were true that former
governments had delayed the public business,
that was no argument to use. He ditfered en-
tirely from the hon, Prov Secretary, as to the
propriety of occupying time by the reading of
reports.” He thought that they should always
be printed and placed in the hands of mem-
bers, when they would receive more attention
than when they were read by-the Clerk.

- After a few further remarks, the report was
referred to the Commiitee on Education, and
the House adjourned until 3 o’clock to-morrow.

TuEsDAY, 28th Feby.
- The House met at 3 o’clock.
‘ SECOND READINGS,

The following Bills were read a second time:
"“To open a harbour at Mire.” .
To amend the Act incorporating the Glace
Bay Mining Company. :
To incorporate Sydney and Bras d’Or Steam-
boat Company. : sooe T i
- To incorporate Commercial Bank ‘of ‘Wind-
sor, : o
¢ To incorporate Virgin Lodge of Freemasons.
- Mo -incorporate Central Mining Company, - -

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES."

amount of business transacted, he thought

PETITION, ot

‘Mr, JosT presented a petition from the inha-
bitants of the Township of Chester, asking for
a bill to establish an office for the Registry of
Deeds in that district. ° :

LIGHT HOUSE.

Mr. LEVESCONTE called the attention of the
Government to a petition which he handed
them from ship owners and master mariners
in the County of Richmond, praying for the
erection of a Light House at Green Island, on’
the nerth side of the entrance of the Strait of
Canso. The hon, gentleman stated that a si-
milar petition had been presented from ship
owners of Picton, and pointed out the great
necessity that existed for the construction of
the Light House. He pointed out the large
amount of shipping belonging to Richmond
that required this' Light in order to secure
their safety in passing through the Strait,
Such a Light, he considered, would be but a
small return for the large amount of light
duties annually paid by the ship owners of
Pictou and Richmond. . -

Mr, CHURCHILL suggested the advisability
of blasting the rock in the locality in question,
as had been frequently done successfully i
other parts. . N

Mr, D, FRASER pointed out the necessity of
the light-bouse and expressed his hope that
the government would give the matter thelr
favorable consideration. ' L

Mr. LEVESCONTE stated that the former
Admiral on the station had had a survey held
on the place in question, and the report stated
that it was impracticable to blast the rock
successfully. . BN

Hon. PrRO. Skc. understood that such an ex-
periment had been tried at Yarmouth. ;

Mr, KiLLAM stated that the result had been
to remove the rock to a large extent.

Mr, ToBIN alluded to the fact of the success-
ful issue of an attempt made some time ago to
improve the passage called Hell Gate, New
York, which was now one of the best channels
into the port, Con

Mr, LEVESCONTE pointed out the character
of the locality in question, and showed that a
light-house . was what was required for- the
gﬂvant‘.age. of shipping passing . through the

trait, S

Hon. FIN, SEC. stated that the light house
was not only required by our own shipping;
but by a very large number of foreign ' vessels
that during the season of navigation made use
of the Strait.. The work would be, therefore, a
boon to the commercial world, - e

CORRESPONDENCE, - 7

Hon, PROV. SEC.. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the presentation by
Her Majesty of copies ¢f the speeches and ad:
dresges of his late Royal Highness the Prince
Consort, to the Legislative Library and King'e
College, Windsor. . . Sl

PETITIONS,

Hon. FIN. 8EC. 1aid on the table list of: all

etitions asking for money grants presented to:
Eim‘, for publication as the house might direct.

Mr. CHURCHILL presented a petition: from
a number of inhabitants of Rainy Cove, North
Hants, asking.for. the alteration of :a bridge

q i 12:‘«1

across alarge vault.
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MILITIA ARMS & AOCOUTREMENTS. =/

Hon. PrOV, SEC. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the issue of swords”

and accoutrements to  the militia. “He stated
that the government had been- obliged to ad-
vance some £2,000 to pay for these articles.—
As long ago as Augast, 1862, the Lieutenant-
Governor, as Commander-in-chief, had a com-
munication with the Tmperial authorities, upon
the subject of furnishing arms- and accoutre-

ments for the organization of the militia in the .

proviuce. The intention obviously of the Go-
vernment and of the lieuf. Governor was to
induce the -British  Government to deposit
those articles, to be obtained and paid for
as required by the militia officers.” The Go-
vernment obtained from the War Department
the quantity requested by the Lieutenant Go-
vernor. Correspondence went on, from time
to time,until finally the: Imperial authorities
refused to issue.these swords and.-accoutre-
ments as required, and called upon the Provin-~
cial Government for thé payment of the entire
amount.  Under the circumsiances, it bécame
a matter of discussion, as woiild be seen by re-
ference to the papers just pregented;but the
Government could not ‘help discharging the
liability incurred. : i

In answer to Mr., Archibald, the Prov. SEC.
also stated that he supposed the suwm in ques-
tion would' be an advance upon the militia
fund, and that he regietted that there would be
3 considerable loss on account of the swords,
&c. Inconsequence of the misunderstanding
hetween Lord Mulgrave and the Imperial Go-
vernment, the issue was discontinued at the
time when they could :have been sold—when
the officers were providing themselves with
such articles from other sources. - The propor-
tion that had been sold was very small, and
the only mode in which the rest could -be dis-
posed of would be by reducing the price. ¢

The papers were reforred to the Militia Com-
nittee. - . S 5 :

CROWN LANDS RETURNS.

Mr. MILLER asked the Leader of the Govern-
ment if the answer of the Crown Lands De-
partment to the question he putithe other day,
included all the undecided cases in that office.

Hon. PrROV, SEC. replied that e had trans-
mitted the guestion to the departisent, and pre-
sumed that the answer contained everything
that was required. = o s

Mr, MILLER said that he wished to have not
only a return of the dispatch, but of the unde-
cided cases before the department. He under-
stood—though he could not say Lis authority
was very reliable—that several hundred cases
were pending before the department. for deci-
aion. . - . - .

On reference to the enquiry put by Mr. Mil-
ler it 'was proved: that it did not include the
“ undecidéd . claims.” "~ Mr. Miller - therefore
wrote the question’in a form that would enable
him to obtain the information Lie required..

. * RAILWAY. EXTENSION. . .
. Mr.MCLELAN requested the government to
lay on the table copies of proposals made to
them’ fox; the construction -of: railways to the
borders of New Branswick-and Annapolis.-

© oLl MISCELLANEOUS:. 0«
Hon..PrevV. SKC. laid on the table a report

froin the Postmaster General, concerning the
abstraction of five pounds:from :a:letter. Ke-

ferred to P. O, committee, ...

B

. the Oak

“its cimx’-a.cbgr and 0
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-~ On motion.of Mr. Blanchard, the house went

into committee, and passed the bill to incorpe-*
rate the Acadia Coal Mining Company; the .
Dbill to incorporate the Stone Cutters’ and Ma-
soun’s Association; and ‘the bill to incorporate
the Royal Sussex Lodge of Free Masons. .
_In reference to the bill for the incorporation
of the Waverly Gold Mining Company, Mr,
Archibald thought some explanation should be;
given of the reason why the shares were 50-
exceedingly trivial in amount—only one dollar
each. He thought that this fact might lead
persons to suspect the integrily of the bill;anid-
refarred to the Oak Island affair as an instance
of how persons were deluded into doubttul
speculitions. ' ' )

Hon, Mr, SHANNON said that he brought in
the bill at the request of the present-Mayor of
Halifax, who, as everybody knew, was not a
likely person to be concerned in- the introduc-’
tion of a bogus compauny. He did not think
that becanse the shares were small doubts of
%h‘e g(‘iod faith of the bill could be fairly enter-
ained. ' c
. Hon. Pro. 8£C. said that he could not allow
the inipression to go abroad that our gold min- .
iug euter{)rises are.at all to be compaved with

sland_ affair. It had now been satis-
factorily proved that gold mining in Nova Sco-
tia is not only a perfectly legitimate and sound
enterprise but that if prosecuted energetically
and prudently it guarantees to those engaged in
it large pecuniary returns.. He believéd thas
it had been equally apparent that gold mining
here requires the organizition of capital'and
stock if 1t is'to be made profitable—that it is
not an enterprize safe for private individuals
to engage in. - He.could not, however, sea any-
thing objectionable in' the present bill, and he
was sure that the hon, member for Colchester
would be the last person who would be dis-
posed toshut out a bill which was calcalated
to enable ‘poor men to invest what they werd
able in gold mining operations. -~ - .

Mr. ToBiN spid that in no'respect were tha
-principles observed in similar bills deviated.
trom iu the one before the house. He did nos
see. any dilference: whether the shares wers
small.or great, and stated his opinion, based
on his experience in relation to siwmilar enter-
prizes, that most persons would take a large
amount of shares,—somea thousand, some a
hundred, and so on—and hardly any one so.
small an amount as a dollar. He also observed
that it would be seen that $25000 of the capital
would have to be paidup. . - 7. 7L

Mr, ARCHIBALD said that the idea he wished
to.convey was, that when the shares were
large, parties would naturally take more paing
to ascertain the real character of the enterprise,
A person- having shares of 'one -thousand
pounds in a company would consider more in-"~
tently the scope and féasibility of 1he underta~
king than if he had only a thousand pence ‘in~
vested.  On the other hand, when shares were
80 very small, parties might be ‘likely -to take’
little trouble to enquire into.the matter.. He
did not say that what he remarked _applied-to -
the present bill, for he'’knew nething whatever
about it; but what he wished was, to ‘guard -
carefully against passing anv act that might -

‘be the instrument of injuryto the public. ‘He

thought it would, however, ‘be advisable if the -

bill were allowed to lie over. for the pré- .

sent, that some _exgéanz;ion"lnight*be given of
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. Mr. TOBIXN said that if a man took one hun-
dred pounds worth of shares he would have
much interest in the company. He had no
doubt there would not be more than fifty stock-
holders in the company in question, Such was
his belief judging from his experience of the
Marine Railway at Canso. '

- Mr. ARCHIBALD said that whiist he did not
differ from the Provincial Secretary as to our
gold mines when properly conducted, yet mo
one could deny that a large number of persons
had invested large amounts of money in ¢nter-
prises for which they have never received oue
shilling,

Mr. PryYor said that the object of the
bill, in putting the shares at a small amount,
was to enable a large combination to he
formed, which might accomplish the work,
and to prevent the loss, in case of failure, being
felt by any one to any detrimental ex“ent. He
expressed his conviction that his Worship the
Mayor would not be a party .to any. scheme
that might operate prejudicially to the stock-
holders. .

Mr. McLxLAN alluded to instances of par-
ties having gone about the country and sold
shares in gold mines for twenty-five cents, and
who were never heard of afterwards.

The bill was allowed to lie on the table, and
the committee rose and reported.

S PETITIONS.
" Mr. 'McKay presented a petition from the

"Postmaster of West River, Pictou, for an in-

A}

¢rease of salary.

. ACADIA COLLEGE:

-.On motion of hon. PRO. SEC. the bill to en-
large the powers of the trustees of Acadia Col-
lege was read asecond time, He stated that
the object of the bill was to transfer the go-
vernment of Horton academy to the trustees
and governors of Acadia College. It was
formerly vested in the Baptist Education So-
ciety, with whose consent the bill came up. . .

OG BELLS.

" Hon. Pro. Stc. 1aid on the table certain cor-
respondence, embracing a proposition from an
inventor to place a fog trumpet at Sambro.
The documents were referred to the committee
on navigation securities. o

) : BILL.
" Hon. Mr. SHANNON introdnced a bill to
amend the act to incerporate- the Union Pro-
tection Company. -~ -
o ROAD MONEYS IN VICTORIA.
. Mr. RoSs stated that certain returns asked
by bhim from the .Financial Secretary were
banded to him and now in his possession; but
as some of thie charges made appeared to him
illegal, he would ask for a committee to ex-
amine and report on those returns. The sum
of $120 was paid to_one McLeod. without any

. return or certificate from Sessions; and if ap-
. pointed by Governmenlsj

a copy of his commis-

sion should be produced. The Provincial Sec-

.retary would therefore please lay on_the table

copy of correspondence from the Clerk, of the

" . Peace; with minutes of Special Séssions at
.Baddeck touching the appointment of Murdoch
. McLeod as inspector of_statute labor; also copy
“of commission, if aay, held by bim, :

Hon. PROV. SEC, stated that it would be for

the hon. member to state what he wished a ~

- e

Committee to enquire into.” " ;
Mr. RosS replied that the complaints and
charges which he intended to make could be

‘had cost too much,

‘ncurred. - ¢
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better explained belfore a committee; but. hs
might mention one. A certain commissioner,
expending §60, had charged -in the return- six-
teen and a half days for himself, and . when the
time was added, it would only make five and a
half days, giving ten men for each day, as the.
law requires. Some of the returns were paid
since the 30th Sept., and could not therefore be
examined by the committee on public accounts,
who wished enquiry to be made into the mat-
ter of the $120 paid to Mr. Murdoch McLeod.
It wns suggested to Mr. Ross thathe had bet-,
ter defer asking for his committee until he had
obtained the information required from the
Provincial Secretary; which he agreed to do..

PETITIONS. . T
Hon. Mr. SHANNON presented a petition from

Herring: Cove for aid in reference to dredging

and clearing out the-entradce to the harbor. - :

THE DIFFICULTY AT THE SYDNEY MINES.

- Hon. Pro. SEC. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the transport of
troops to Sydney last spring at the time. of the
difficulty with the miners at that locality. It
states that the expense, £538, has been paid con-
jointly by the local government and the fnin-
ing associations. e o

n answer to Mr, Locke hon. Pro. Sec. alluded
to the circumstances of the matter that requir-
ed the prompt transport of the troops to Syd-
ney. Iu consequence of the difficulty at the
mines the Province had lost considerably, the
amount of coal exported having been neces-
sarily very much less than it otherwise would
have been. If the difficulsy, however, had
not heen promptly remedied the consequences
might have been much worse. The govern-
ment, however. had not been aware that they
would have been asked to make payment'in
such a case, until their attention was called-io

it by the Imperial authorities. o

Mr. ToBIN alluded to the inconvenience that
had resnlted to the people of Halifax from .the
temporary embarrassmeit at the mines,

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL did'not doubt
that it was the duty of the Government, in
reference to the general interests of the Pro-
vince, to take the steps they did to'quell the
riot;. but it appeared to him that enormous ex-
pense might have been'saverd if the service of
the transfer of the troops had been-put-upto
tender and contract. ) e e
. Hon. Prov. SEC. had already explained that
the ‘arrangeinents were made “without' any
reference to the Local Govérnment, and with-
out any idea upon their-patt that they would
have to contribute to the expense. =~ = "* 7
Mr. LOCEE was of opinion that the service

Mr. PRYOR said that_the emergency was

y
_such, as to render ‘the ides suggested by the

hon. member for Guysborough—of putting ‘it
up to to tender, impossible. ' The troops-had to
be sent with great despatch, and there was

‘only one establishment in. Halifax .capable of
‘undertaking the service. -
-authorities made the best

He' presumed  the

possible terms;:with

them thiat could be made. R S T

Mr. ARCHIBALD also:was understood to"ex-

press his'surprise at the expense that had been .
B N vt b

*- MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS.
Hon. Prov. Sec., by commind,laid on:the

table the report of .the Emigrant Agent for the -

past year, which was read by the Clerk, . ™~
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- /pousible;inany manner whatever in carrying

Mr. Lawrence presented a petition:from The
Gore, Douglas, County of Hants, agaiust the
.présent Scho‘olAct.;;.:m Lt L Lt g

‘Hon.. Attorney General from inhabitants of
Antigonish on the same subject. N

_‘Mr. McLelan from Joshua Dotten, a Govern-
‘uent Contractor, praying for remuuneration for
losses sustained.. Handed to Financial Secre-
tary. A, : .y T

Mr. Donkin from Joseph Clarke and 200 other
inhabitants of: Cumberland County against
Confederation.. . - . . - - )

Then the house adjourned until 3 v’clock the
next day.: L

T ‘. WEDNESDAY, 1st March.
The house met at 3 o’clock. - :
A number of bills were.read a second time
and referred to Committeo on Private Biils,
Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
D. McKinnon, an aged teacher .n Inverness,
asking for a free grant of land.. : .
Also a petition from Jacob Morris, Cumber-
land, in reference to some.Crown Lauds mat-
ter.: oo o o ;
Tt FISHERIES, . - P
Hon. Prov: SEC, laid on the table a petition
from Mill Cove,St. Margaret’s Bay, relative to
the protection of river fisheries.. Also a letter
addressed.to the Executive Goverument upon
obstruetions caused to: the paskage of -fish by
the. Inland Navigation Company, Shuben-
acadie River. - These papers were referred to
- the Committee on the Fisheries, - .
-, . THE DUBLIN EXHIBITION. . . -
.. The. hon, gentleman also. laid on the table
copies of correspondence relative to the Dublin
.International Exhibition, which were read by
the Clerk. - .- | W e e
. Dr., HAMIGTON said—I would like-to en-
quire by . what -authority the. gentlemen given
as..-the Committee in - connection: with this
:Exhibition have been named. I wishto know
~whether they have been appointed by the
Executive.Government or thie City of Haliax.
Gertainly.in looking over the list I find that it
is composed almost - exclusively of gentlemen
belonging the city. I think-it would be.well
if it 'were remembered..at. times that there
.-are other interests beside those of Halifax, and
that if we ave to. have. grain represented and
- overything of that kind.it. would be certainly
-:well to have some gentlemen on the conmmittee
-"belonging to-the conntry. portions of the Pro-
w¥iRCe. o e G
- Hon. ‘PROV. SEC.—The . committee ‘was :not
~appointed by the Executive Government.or by
the city of: Halifax. A .number of gentlemen
‘were -brought together.in the first:instance
‘upon. the iuvitation of the Lieutenant  Gaver-
-nor, .or - through ;a . communication : from -Dr.
Honeyman. .:I was. invited; to: a,’ meeting. of
-these'gentlemen aud I stated that if Dr. Honey-
«mnan; who had paid some attention to'the. sub-
- Joct,.;was . prepared ..to  submit a..scheme by
*whieh it: should beshown that the expenditure
+-of & moderate: amount of :publi¢ money: could

v 8ecure a buneficial representation of the na.t}ir; - W0

-akiproduotions.of »the  provinge, especially, .
- 4he. mineral.resources, the  matter: ‘woul
~sbronght to the notice of the government.
--committes subssquently. forwarded,
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orward this Exhibition, but to apply to thé
Legislature:for an amount of $2000 as the en;
tire‘contribution.of the Province in aid of the
object which these gentlemen have combined
to. promots, " f 'may state frankly: that the
Government objected to assume the responsi-
bility of entering upon a representation of
Nova Scotia for anything except a small and
definite suin, so soen after the Ia,rge, expendi-
ture incurred in’ connection . with the Great
International Exhibition. ' By reference  to
the report just-read it” will be seen that the
Exhibition is not to be merely temporary in'its
charaeter, but that itis intended to form a
Winter Garden Palace, at which these gro;-
ducts and everything that is calculated to
present in a favourable light the resources of
Province, will remain a permanent advertise-
meutin one of the chief cities of the United
Kingdom. ' Coo R

" Mr. MiLLEr—T am glad to hear the Provin-
.cial Secretary say that the Governmeént are
-not responsible. for the matter to which the
hon. member. for Kings' has called attention.
It is a mistake that many persons fall "into- to
imagine that Halifax is the province -of | No¥a
Scotia. - The time has come when a stop should
be put to this kind of 'centralization, andthe
rights of the country considered.” On’refek-
ence to the list of the Committee, I niotice that
it s composed of gentlemen. resident in Hali-
fax, with one or two. exceptions,’ If this is
not carrying ‘out the ‘doctrine that Halifax is
the whole of Nova Scotia, I don’t know what
it means, These gentlemen have no right to

.come forward and ask for a grant’of the peo-

ple’s money under such circumstances. ' If you
. go to the different sections of this conntry, east
or west,.you will find genflemén who are per-
fectly competent to take a partin thi$ master.
X believe you will not get such a representation
_.of the natural products of 'the country as will
do.us credit unless you have the feelings of
the people enlisted, and this ‘you cannot do
by making a committee of ‘this kind entirely

loecal.- . . G ) : .
.Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE—I think the  hon,
.member for Richmond complains rather more
. about the -matter than he’ has reason to. /I
-have no doubt that the organization 'in ques.
-tion will contribute largely to-the jinterest of
the province.. It is composed of gentlemen
-who, Lave contributed largely’ of ‘theiz own
‘private ‘means,. and  thén  have comé ' for-
. ward asking the government to give a small
. contribution for - the promotion of * the ase-
.ful.object they haye, in view. I'don’tdpproye
-of. centralization, but I’ like'to" see ; justice
: shown to . gentlemen who exhibit much public
‘spirit. . Thave no, hesitation im saying:thatif
' the mafter had ‘been lefi’ to” gentlemén in the
+ cournitry it could not"have beén takef up more
:{en‘erge,ticml{;;., It 18 ‘very, doubtful’-if‘gentle-
-Jnen would be  induced 9. come uip from @fs-
‘tant cotinties at, thei xpense. ‘Suppése
v into a Provincial Exhibition,'we

.ge
15'
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that messengers have beon directing copies of
paper in which this list i3 to-be found, the Ag-
ricultural Journal, but somehow or other two
or three Counties have not been the recipients
of the information which the'hon. gentleman
has just brought to the notice of the house.
The hon member for Cumberland, in speak-
ing against persons from the country being
ﬁlaced upon this committee, asks would they
ave been willing to come up here at their
own expense, to put their hands into their
ockets for the purf)ose of discharging a public
uty. Let me tell him, that it would have
‘been just as competent for the government to
pay gentlemen on a mission of this kind as to
put their hands into the treasury for the pur-
pose of paying gentlemen who came up to at-
tend the Militia Convention which has lately
been held in this city, without authority and
in defiance of the law.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE was understood to
say that copies of the paperin question had
‘been sent to every member of the Legislature,
sud that if the hon. membor had not received
one, it must have been an oversight.

Mr. ARCHIBALD.—If gentlemen from the
different sections of this country had been in-
vited to attend the expenses entailed would be
rauch greater. Could any gentlcmen be invi
ted to come up from the country without pay-
ments. If instead of devoting the funds to
the procuring of articles for the exhibition,
they were cxpended for the expenses of
gentlemen from the country, would the
interests of the Province be subserved. I
know from my own experience how incon-
venient it is for gentlemen in the coun-
try to come up to attend such affairs.
Though my name is on the committee I have
not yet been able to attend any of these meet-
ings in consequence of pressing engagcments.
1 look upon this matter as entirely distinct
from a provincial one. A number of gentle-
‘;nen have combined for the purpose of giving
information to the old country concerning our
resources, and we should certainly encourage
them as far s3 we are able. Perhaps, asitis,
cur representation will be only feeble,compar-

» ed with what it might be, but still it would be
very unfortunate if Nova Scotia were not re-
presented at all.  We have only to look at the
results obtained from .the répresentation of
Nova Scotia in 1861 in the great International
‘Exhibition, to think favorably of the efforts
now heéing made for an Exhibition at’ Dublin.
This Exhibition, it is noteworthy, will enable

‘'us to have our resources, not’ merely tempor-
arily, but permanently, illustrated; as stated

. in the papers just read. ¥ may say, however,

.‘that I.cousider the amount to be given by the
Provincial Government too small. I would

_‘have been disposed 'in a matter of this kind in

. which the province is 80 deeply interested, to
‘have contributed 2 much larger sum. . =

~Mr, MiLLER—I don’t think that the boun.
member for Camberland has answered the ob-
jeetion I took. I don’t complain so mueh of
the organization of .the board, as of the fact

. that that board, 8o organized, representiag but -

.-one part of the province, should ¢come before
. the house asking for the pepplé's money. Itis
no answer.to my objection to say that gentle-
. men, from the country could not attend. - At
all events,- their assistance might be solicited,
‘and I have no doubt that there are:many gen-
‘Qeinen in distant counties f.om whom much
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useful aid and advice might be had, I think,
t0o, that if there is to be a representation of No-
va Scotia at the forthcoming Exhibition, it
should be one worthy of the province, or we
should have none at all, So it was argued
when the subject of representation in the great
Exhibition of London came up in the house in
1861,

Hon. Prov. SEC—T don’t think, looking over
this list, that the hon. member for Richmond
is quite justified in the conclusion he has ar-
rived at. But Iam very curious to know what
kind of commiittee is wanted by the hon. gen-
tleman, He could not wish to see a county
representation in a matter of thiskind.’ Jtwas
not done in the case of the Internatioal Exbi-
bition. He surety does not wish to have a
House of Assembly in the committce. ‘The
selection of this committee, I have -already
stated, was not made by the Government; but
on an analysis of its -composition, I do not
find much ground for the charge made against
it. Itis quite legitimate for gentlemen repre-
senting conuty constituencies to object to any
thing like undue influence beinggiven to the
city, but on examining this list what do I find.
First, I see that His Excellency the Lieuten-
aut Governor is the Chairman. If that high
fanctionary is ready to give his time and at-
tention to the promotion of the country’s re-
sources, we must feel it is a commpliment to the
province. Then we find the nawe of Major-
(General Doyle—a gentleinan whe has adwmin-
istered the government in a manner that has
been eminently satisfactory to all classes and
parties of this country, and who has always
dono his best to advance its interests when-
ever it'has been in Lis power. Then we - have
the Chief Justice., I think from fhe. position
that gentleman occupies, and the manner in
which Lie hasbeen identified with the interests
of this country, that he'is well entitled- to be a
member of the Committec—that it is' very un-
likely the peopie will find fanls with his se-
lection. The next person is a representative
of the county of Cumberland, I havenever
had the honour of representing  a city -consti-
tuency, My interest lies in the county of
Cumberland. The next gentleman is the re-
presentative of an' Eastern county—Antige-
nishe. He iz a gentleman who has been iden-
tified not oniy through his publie career with
the country, hut who is known to have always
taken a deep interest in the agriculture of the
province, and everything that is calculated to
promote its prosperity. I refer to the hon.
Atty. Genl, The nexton thelistare the names
of -Mr. McCully, and the Receiver General,
who reside in Halitax, but both- of whom are
largely identified with the country..” The néxt
is' the honorable Mr. Howe, who is not
a resident of the city, but of Bartmouth.
He has occupied 'a position which,- noone *
will deny, enables him to fill the pesition ‘with

rofit to the province. - Then the - next person
18 one whose life has been spent in the country
until withih a few weeka ago—all of whose
interests are identified with the' country-~the
hon. member for Annapolis. - The next ‘is- Mr.
Richey, the Mayor, and ¥ cannot think, how-
ever disposed “the -hon. gentieman for- Rich-
mond may be: 1o, “run’a muck” againat the :

city; he will ohject to the presence of that gen- -

tleman on"the board.: "The next persen-isdne
who has not the misfortune to live in the city
of Halifax—the hon.  member. for Colcliester.
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Then comes the member for the city of Hali-
fax—-Mr. Tobin—who served long.and zealous-
1y npon the former committee entrusted with
the management of the representation of Nova
Scotia at the great exhibition. We find next
the name of Mr, Uniacke, and if there is a

entleman entitled to be on that committee, it
is he, We all know that he not only gave his
time and attention to the committee already
referred to, but was of very great service to
the province at the exhibition in London.
Next we see the name of Mr. Robert Morrow
who, it is well known, is always ready to ad-
vance the interests of this country wheuever
it ig in his power. And I may also mention
that the Mining Association, with avhich he is
connected, has generously consented to place
a gigantic block of coal at the exhibition—there
to remain 3 monument of the great natural

resources of this country for all time to come -

in one of the great centres of industry of the
United Kingdom. Then we find next Mr.
Andrew Dowuns, whose services to ‘this coun-
try as a naturalist, need hardly be mentioned
at this time of day. The next gentleman has
not the misfortune to reside in Halifax, and
when I name him I mention one to whom
the province is deeply indebted in many
tespects—I allude to  Professor How, resi-
dent in the county of Hants. The next
gentleman I find on the list is Professor Law-
son who happens to live some fifteen miles
outside of the city upon a farm. As connected
with the agriculture of the country—being the
Secretary of the Board of Agriculture—as a
gentleman of wide scientific attainments, no
one will deny that his services must be very
useful, . After: him come the ex-Mayor, Mr.
Hill, and another eminent naturalist John R,
Willis. When gentlemen take th:. trouble to
run their eye over the. organization of this
committee they will ind a most influential re-
presentation of the country. I believe thatthe
examination of thas list, from the beginning to
the end, will tell the House that instead of
there being any disposition whatever to press
unduly the influence of the city of Halifax, a
most full and influential representation of the
county has. beengiven. Look at the Exscu-
tive Committee, and the first name you see is
that of Mr. McKinlay, chairman,—a gentlaman
who has spent more time-and labour gratuit-
ougly .for the Surpose of oresenting in the most
attractive and beneficial manner the products
of Nova Scotia, than perhaps: auy other man
in the province.. Then we find the name of
Dr:. Bernard Gilpin, and any oune acquainted
with him, knows that he has been rightly se-
lected in consequence of the high attainments
he.possesses, and of the large amount of skili
which be can bring to bear in connectior with
anything that touches  the natural history of
the province. . Next we see the name of T. M.
Jones, whose laborious co-operation and skill,
in~ connection: with the International Exhi-
bition, are everywhere known and-aﬂpreciated.
Notonly were his skill and scientific knowledge

of great value in reference to general .matters, .

but he gave a great deal of labour to the .pre-

~a - ‘great deal. of attention to the former exhi-
‘bition, and has-always been ready.to. five; kis
co-operation in everything -that is- calc
to advance the industrial resources of Nova

nlated
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Scotia, The nextgentleman is Alderman Jen-
nings ‘who, it-is. known, gave to the late go-
vernment the best aid in his power in refor-
‘ence to the past exhibition. . The only remain-
ing gentleman on the Executive committee is
the one upon whom above all others the res-
ponsibility falls,— one who lives hundreds of
miles away from the city in the direction- of
the constituency represented by the hon, mem-
ber for Richmond, —Dr, Honeyman., In nam-
ing him, I refer to a gentleman who is respect-
ed” throughout the province for the vigorous
and efficient aid he has on everyoccasion when
his services were required afforded. The only
gentleman - that will derive one peuny of re-
maneration for his services .from’ the public
money contributed in aid of this committee is
therefore one entirely unconnected with the
city, but closely identified with the country.
Therefore, I say that whilst the government
are not in a poxition to claim any responsi-
bility in reference to-the committee, yet I con-

.sider that it is one which is calculated to pro-

mote the public interests. . I think that Ican
safely appeal, not to the . citizens of Halifax
only, but.to the people of the province at large,
and ask whether I. may not justify - the
construction of this committee and maintain
that it presents not a monopoly of city influ-
ence, but such an amount of weight as the
country may be fairly entitled to. Imayadd
that the government did not feel themselves
justified, so.soon after solarge an expenditure

~of public money in connection with the Inter-

national Exhibition, in uudertaking the re-
sponsibility in the %resent case. and . incurring
-the Jarge expense that would necessarily have
devolved upon them. All that they did, after
the report which Ishall now present. to the

-house to be read, was to express their willing-

ness to give a small contribution to the import-
ant object which these gentlemen to ‘whom I
have aHuded have taken up—the representation
of our resources at the forthcoming Dublin
Exhibition. - ' e
The report was read by the Clerk, after which
. Mr. MILLER said—Any. person. who haa
listened to the long haranﬁue of the hon, Prov.
Sec.,- would imagine that L had asserted some-
thing to the disparagement of the gentlemen
who compose the committee. Whereas the
house will agree with me’ that no amountof
ingenuity can construe ny remarks into any

“thing like a reflection ‘upon any.one of these

gentlemen; on the contrary I am prepared fo

.endorse everything that the hon. Prov. Sec.
. has said as to the personal qualifications and
. merits of the ‘gentlemen who form the com-

mittee, from His Excellency .down - to Mr.

- Willis—and to add my meed of ,({)raisq to the
- eulogium which he has just passe

! upon. them.
My objection was of au entirely different
character, and it will not de for.the Prov. Sec.
to endeavor to draw the attention of the house
from the Teal ground of comglaint. I objected
that in the selection of a body.of men who,
were t0.form .a.committea to represent the -in-
terests of the whole provinge, it was exceeding-

.1y unfair that with, but a few exceptions, they
paration of fish for representation. .The, next
gentleman does not live in the city of Halifax, -
Dr.Forrester who, it is needless to state, gave .

should be residents of the city of Halifax, ‘It
:wag true that the hon. Prov, Secy. -and: bon.
Atty. Genl. represented country consfituencies,

but they, had their residences in. the . city,..and

it was not to be expected that with their, pub-
lic duties, they would be in the position to
bestow that attention upom the subject th.t



46

There are 18 counties in the Province, and yet
whed T take “up the list, I find that 14 or'15 of
the gentlemen who compose it, actually live
ip the city of HTalifax, Isit fair then, I ask
that the 17 counties outside of Halifax ' should
‘not receive equal representation, especially in
‘a “case like this, Where a grant is asked from
the public Treasury? It will not do for the
hon. Prov. Secy. to endeavour to throw dust
‘in my eyes, by eulogizing in eloquent terms,
‘the merits of the various gentlemen who are
‘apon this Committee. I agree with him per-
fectly in everything that he has said upon that
‘subject. For many of these gentlemen I en-
tertain the highest respect; and as regards Dr
‘Honeyman, I am sure every one must feel
‘that we are uuder tlie deepest obligations
‘#0 hiwm, for the ability; industry, and zeal
‘with which he represented the interests of No-
va Scotia at the last great Iixhibition in Lou-
‘don. My objection, however, a3 I before sta-
“ted, was not to the names, but to the fact ot
their being nearly all dvawn from one locali-
ty. It was an objection casily removed for if
it was considered essential that those gentle-
~men should he upon the committee it was com-
petent to add others from the rural districts,
and thus secure the proper representation’of
the interests of the whole province.' 8o farfrom
“being averse to the expenditure of this sum, (if
‘the ohject is properly carried out) I think the
"amount, compared with the grant of £6000 a
few years ago, when the revenue was not in as
“flourishiug a condition as now, is too small if

-we wish'to obtain a proper représentation of -

the industry and resources of this province—
~and, therefore, I should not:object to even a
“Jarger sum if the ohjections I have referred to
swere removeld. I donotdeny the right of any
number of gentlemen in Halifax or elsewhere,
~to unite for thig or any otber object, if that object
~is to be carried out at their own expense. “But
<wken this self-constituted Committee, as'it ap-
pears to me to be, for no one know how it was
“organized, comces ‘before the people’s represen-
tatives for & grant of the people’s money, the
“case is different. If we grant money to a mere
“local organization in the city,-must we not do
‘the same thing to other sections of the Pro-
‘vince? If any number of gentlemen'in the éx-
‘ treme ‘West or East—in Pictou or Kings—forin
‘a’'society for representing the products of their
“sectious af the proposed exbibition, if thé pre-
“gent application be granted, how can_you'in
justice refuse-any of those Are not -their
~¢laims’equal to the claims of Halifax? -
- Hon. ATTY. GEN. said,~~No person feels the
~importance of . proper Tepresentation more
‘than I do, and T-am ‘inclined to regret that the
sum recommended is not larger. " If; therefore,
“any gentleman feels disposed to wove that the
ramount be increased‘the ‘Government will not
:gtand in the way of a suppleinental grant. We
‘were told the ‘other day when discussing an-
“ other 'question that the Government had pur-
“-sued ‘an unwise course-in‘ seeking ‘the assist-
“ance and advice of gentlomen from the coun-
$ry upon the'subject of the defences of the pro-
- wince, and that thé action of the Commander-
1

-Chief in summoning those gentlemen to the

‘eontrary to law, ['will put this ¢ase upon the
-pame footing, and ask how can géntlemen frém
2%he dountry act upon . the committee witbous
c:il’ieiugi present in-the-city, ‘- ° . i

»

ty for that purpose was unconstitutional and -
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‘wentlemen resident in the c&ﬁﬂ‘fi"yf"%w@tild‘ﬂd.‘

3

* " Mr., MILLER—~If appointed they could cor-

respond with the board here,
Hon."AT71Y;‘GEN.—~That hag' probably beén
done beforeé-now. - Thereis no doubt -that Mr.
Honeyman, who ‘knows from past experience
the proper persons- to apply fo, has opened up
correspondence 'with them. But suppose:that
the government had:'snmmoned gentlemen
from -the country-—which they couid. not-do
without paying their expenses—what would
lLiave been the result? ‘We would hdve heard
the member for Guyshorough charging them,
as he had done in reference to the militia con-
vention, with unauthorized expenditure of the
public money. - - : : o
M-, STEWART
would, : .
Hon. ATTY. GENL—The government were
then in the position of being blamed by the
member for Guysborough for spending public
monies upon this object, and by ‘the member
for Richmond for not having spent them. 1
think the head of the government in selecting
the members of the: conmittee had a right to
assume that his choice would meet with -the
‘approval of the Legislature and the  people,
for he had been guided to a large extent by
the names of these gentlemen who at the last
Exhibition had been charged with the expen-
diture of £6,070,- and as no complaints had
been made of the manner in which they had
-discharged their duties, he had a right to as-
‘sume that the interests of the whole province,
had’ secured proper consideration 'at: their
‘hands, © - R R S
Dr. HaMIiLToN said,~I am not sorry that-I
rasked the question as regards the appointment
of this committee, for although I do not object
to the names of any of the gentlemen who form
“it; I thkink it ig' right that upon a subject
in which the whole ‘Province is interested
that the country should know howit bas béen
-constituted. I have always' been in favor of
these exhibitions as'a means of shewing to the
world - the capabilities of the province. - The
exhibitions that have been  held have done
more to advance the mterests of Nova Scotia
than anything ' I know of. If' I had known
"this discussion was ‘coming up, I would hawve
“been prepared with some extracts from-the
report of the commissioners: of the last great
International Exhibitioh; shewing the advan-
tage that Nova Scotia had derived from having
her apples and other fruit-atthe world’s great
‘fair, *There is one gentleman whose name:I "
“would like to see upon- this committee, and:1
-am not aware whether he was offered a place
there or not. - I allude to Robt. G. Haliburton,
‘Esq., a gentleman who, in connection with-the
1ast exhibition, probably did more servi¢eithan
-anybody else, in’travelling about’ the:country,
‘lécturing, and collecting materials for the:work.
“T:think he'is entitled to be asked to_take part
‘in this committee. I repeat, again, that1 have
-no ‘personal objection to any member:of the
committee, but it would havé loocked.justas
well if 'more gentlemen from the:country had
been upon it. <o - i s noiug
‘Mr. S CAMPBELL 8aid*=T think that thehous
and‘government oughit: to feel under deep. ob-
ligation to the:hon. membUers for - the counties
of:Kings and Richmond, for bringing upthis. -
- discussion,inasmuch’ ag'it afforded thein:the. .
“means of showing the country an industrialex-
~hibition; "which' has been rather scarce-gince
“ther'commeéncement  of . the : session. K+héps, -

Y L

CAMPBELL.~To be sure 1
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however, that the committee who are charged
with representing the interests of Nova Scotia
at this exhibition, will not send across the
water any specimens. of our Legislation, for if
they did they would reflect anything but credit
upon us. The hon. Attorney General thought
proper to say that if this.committee had been
constituted differently, and the expenses of
these- who came from the country had been
paid out.of the public funds, I would have ob-
jected as I did in another case. I will answer,
him by saying that if the Iaw authorized such
an expenditure I should not have ohjected,
but, if it did not, I most certainly would have
done s0. T presume healluded to my remarks
of a previous day, in reference to.the militia
convention (for I will nof, call it a court) which
recently sat in this city. I understand that
over £300 has been paid out of the public trea-
sury for, the expenses of the members of that
convention, If thatis the case I do not hesi-
tate to tell the Attorney Generalthat that sum
has been paid in violation of the law, L
Hon. Prov. SECY. said: It will be quite time
enough to raise that question when it comes
up legitimately for discussion; but, at present,
I consider, it entirely aside.from the subject
before the House. 'When it does come up, the
government will be fully prepared to meet it.
I must:certainly have misapprehended the re-
marks of the hon. member for Richmond, (Mr.
Miller,) for T thouglit the whole scope of his
remarks went to find fault with:the construc-
tion of this Committee, and that was the rea-
son why I occupied the time of the House, in
referring to the qualification of the gentlemen
who were upon -it. I am much relieved by
the observations = of that hon. gentle-
man, that he will make no objection to the
granting of the money. . ’ o
Mr. MiLLER—I repeat, my objection was
not to the individuals upon the Committee,
but to the exclusive character it presented, as
representing Halifax alone.
- Hon. Prov. SECY.~I am happy to have the
endorsement of the hon, gentleman, upon the
remarks T made as to the personal qualifica-
tions of the committes; and it is a still greater
consolation to know that he does not intend to
oppose .the grant of money the government
liave pledged. It seems,then, that the objec-
tion of the hon. gentleman is narrowed down
to this point, that the majority of the Commit-
tee have the misfortune to reside in the city of
‘Halifax. In dealing with this subject, I may
remark, that I _deemed.it my duty to go more
inutely into the guestion, than 1 would have
done, had I been personally responsible for
the construction of this Committee, because
the gentleman who called it into existence had
not the same means of being acquainted with
the. character and qualifications of those who
composed it. Now, upon taking up. this list,
what do we fird? That no less than seven of
thi;i?mall Cominittee do not reside in Halifax
atall.
- Mr, MILLER—uame them, . R
- Hon., Prov. SEc~Hon.. Mr. Howe, Mr.
-Archibald, -Mr.: Downs, Prof.. How, Prof.

-Lawson, Mr. Livesey, Rev. Dr. Forrester, and - h L L
“if I had had the wish, to. attack”them. -"If the
.hon. gentleman cannot bring forward aby bei-
. ter arguments than these: to' support’ his “posi-

1find that there is_still. another, Prof, Honey-
‘man, 86-there are .xeally. eight ,livjn% oufside
of the unfortunate city of Halifax. But what
more do I find—and Iinvite the particular at-
tention. of the member- for . Richimond,  who
seems to consider it such a great crime to re-

AT

ot s . : ;
side in the city of Halifax, to the fact thatT
hold in my hand a list of the names of a com-’
mission formed by the l4te Governmeént under
the deliberate sanction of the Homé-—not as in
this instance- to expend the comparatively’
small sum of £500 upon a hastily extemporized
Exhibition—but charged with the important
functions of seeing that Nova Scotia’ was pro-
perly represented at ‘the Exhibition of all
Nations . in "1861—and I - must remind
the honourable . gentleman that that
list received his tacit approval, inasmuch
as be allowed the money which tixey had ex-
pended to pass unchallenged. Now, of whom
do we find that list to be.composed?  The first
name is that of A. W. McKinlay, a resident of
Halifax; the second, hon. A. G. Archibald,
then Attorney Genéral, and a resident of Hali-
fax; the next, J. H. Auderson,. a resident of
Halifax; the fourth, Mr. Wier, a resident of
Halifax ;—then we lave Mr, Jones, P, C. Hill,
John Tolin, Charles Tupper, Johun Esson,
Wm, Cunard, John Bell, James Thompson,
8. Caldwell, A, M. Uniacke, R. G. Fraser, and
John Campbell,—the whole eighteen, residents
of the city of Halifax. o g
.Dr. HAMILTON—Was'that just, - -
Hon. PrO. SEc.—I presume the mannerin
which they discharged theéir duties must have
given satisfaction to the country generally; as
no member has ever questioned it. I shall not
oceupy the time of the house further than by
remarking, that when the geuntleman who
formed this committee was aware of the facy
that the construction of the former board,
composed entively of the citizens of Talifax,
had met with ‘the” approval of the legisiature,
it was but natural for him to suppose that in
the formation of this small  committee no ob-
jection would be taken to the majority being
composed of those residing in the city. © ¢
Mr, MiLLER said that no better illustration
of the species of argument used by the. hon,
Prov. Sec. when he found himself in a'dilem-
ma, was needed, than' the specch he had just
delivered. When he finds that he could not
justify himself in any other way, he invariaBbly
resorted to the excuse that somebody else had
done 80 before him. Arnd so the other day
when charged by the mémber for South Col-
chester 'with delay in bringing forward the
public’ business, he sought to shield himgelf
with the excuse that previousgovernments had
been guilty of the same thing. - The hon. gen-

tleman should know, howerver, that that sort
‘of argument would not satisfy the country=-

even whien given with double the ‘energy and
eloguence of_ the Provincial Secretary. The
house would appreciate the ingenuousness of
the hon, Prov. Sec. in reading over the list
of ‘names, and putting them ‘all down as
residents “of Halifax, without taking into
consideration the. fact that some of them'ré-
presented 'country constituencies. Of a like
piece js'his.attempt to take me to task; and
hold: me. responsible for the' complexion of a
committee formed long before I bad 4 seat 'in

.the bouse. Tam inclined to think that the ad-
‘counts had been passed also before T came'to

this house, g0 that I had ‘not the’opportunity,

tian; he had bétter not-advarnice -any ‘at ‘all>~

:The objections that T hrave mrade: to-this copi--

mittee have been advanced in no hostile spirit
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to the city of Halifax, but simply bécause I
think that justice has not been done to the
country, and while I admit the qualifications
of the gentlemen upon the committee, I'by no
means forget that there are other gentlemen
outside of the city equally ascompetent, whose
claims have been overlooked,

Hon. Prov. SECRETARY said — I cannot
forbear alluding to the extraordinary po-i-
tion assumed by the hon. member for Guys-
boro, and also by the honhle leader of the op-

osition in relation to the business of the house.

hose who are faniliar with the parliamen-
tary practice of countries in which responsible
government is in force, will peruse the re-
cords in vain to find charges of a similar na-
ture to those preferred by these hon. gentlemen
against the Government. The complaintgene-
rally was, not that the Government occupied
too little time, bus that they monopolized so
much of the time as to prevent the gentlemen
of the Opposition from bringing forward and
elaborating those important public measures
which it was the privilege of a constitutional
Opposition to introduce. So much was this
the case in the House of Commons, that the
Government had to get the sanction of the
House to set apart certain nights for the dis-
cussion of Government measures. The hon,
member for. Richmond misunderstood me
when he said I charged previous Governments
with delay in forwarding the public business,
I said that the experience of all former Govern-
ment3 showed that in the preparation of mea-
sures upon important subjects, some time was
requisite, after the house met, for consultation
with their supporters. The Government atthe
last session, it was true, inaugurated the novel
system of bringing forward their mncasures at
an earlier period than had ever been done be-
fore, and I am in the judgment of the house
when I say that they introduced enough sub-
Jects to last for five or six sessions, and des-
patched an amount of business without pa-
rallel in any previous session. The house has
now beén in session for nearly three weeks,
and the government has occupied the whole
time,

Mr, ArcrIBALD.~The clerks have.

Dr. TurpPERr.—The clerks have been employ-
ed in bringing to the notice of hon. members
the important public documents submitted
by the government. But surely the hon. gen-
tleman would hardly take the position that the
government should occupy the whole time of
the house. Had no independent member any
measure to introduce, or any grievance to bring
forward? Ifnot,it was sarely a matter of great
congratulation to the government that had
brought legislation to sach a pitch of perfec-
tion as this. .

~The hon. member for Guysborough had,
with that deep and pungent satire for
which - he is so remarkable, expressed
the hope that no specimem of our le-
gislation should be sent across the water. I
.can only say, sir, that we can with just pride
.send to the old country some of the legislation
that has engaged our attention since this ses-
sion bas commenced as a proof that we are not
_only a people so rich in natural resources as to
challenge. comparison with any other part of
the known world, but that we are alsoliberal
enough and intelligent enough to receive with
open arms those capitalists from: abroad, who
.may wish to employ their skill, energy, and

Jated. -
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wealth in déveloping the industry of the coun- -
1ry. Therefore I say, sir, that the government,
have discharped the duty they owed to the
country in thus assisting to perfect measures
fraught with such beneficial results te the in<
dustrial interests of the Province~~and based
upon the principles of sound legislation.

Mr, McLELLAN said—The Hon. Prov. Secy.
forgets that these specimens of legislation he is
s0 anxious to parade across the water came
from independent members of -the house, and
thereforo the government cannot take any
credit to themselves, : R -

Hon. Prov. SECY.—I merely said that the
government had given their assistance to the
gentlemen who introduced them, I

Mr. McLELAN continued—The Hon, Prov,
Secy. asks if we have no grievances to redress.
Y answer him, that whatever grievances we
may have we are content to hold them back
until the great grievance the country  com-
plains of, the school bill, has been properly
dealt with by the government; and until that
is done, we are content to waive matters of
minor interest, There is gome difference too,
between the position of affuirs this session and
the last. It will be remembered that a resolu-
tion was passed, changing the financial year,
80 as to make it close on the 30th September,
instead of Docember as formerly, and the
avowed objact was to enable the government
to call the house together earlier than usual.—
And I believe that the Hon, Provincial
Secretary stated that bhe intended to
summmon the house in the middle of January
but in consequence of the great guestion of
Confederation having come up it was postpon-
ed for another month. Sc¢ that' we are now
two months from the time originally intended
for the opening of the Legislature, and still no
measures: I therefore think that we have
good cause to complain that the government
bave not furnished us with work; and I am
sure.that the discussion would not have taken
place to-day had there been other work betore
us, o

Mr. ARCHIBALD sajd—The hon. Prov, Secre-
tary seems to think that it is a very extraordi-
nary thing for the members of the opposition
to complain that the government have not fur-
nished them with work. I think itis still more
extraordinary for the leader of the government
to take credit to himself for ‘enlarged states-
maunlike views, because the house bad passed
‘a few bills to incorporate coal mining com-
panies—passed without debate and as a matter
of course, and these, too, introduced by inde-

ndent members,—and yet this was the sub-
Ject upon which the hon. gentleman bad grown
80 eloguent and had just dilated in such giow-
ing terms, - Surely the hon. Provincial Se-
cretary does not pretend to say that when
they kept the clerks day after day reading
long public documents to which nobody listen-
ed, they were discharging the high functions of
a Government. I think, sir, that the Opposi-
tion have shown a spirit in regard to the trana-
action of the public business which it would
have been well for that hon. gentleman, when
he occupied a similar position, if he had emu-
hey have shown a disposition to for-
ward the business of the House, and not fac- .
tiously to obstruct or embarrass - the Govern- -
ment, a8 they might have done if they had .
been so disposed. Xf the Government were

‘not ready with the public business, they 'shoulgl»
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not have called the House together until they
were. 1t was true that a large amount of legis-
lation had taken place last session; but the
greater portion of the time was occupied in the
revision of the statutes, and when there was
pothing else to do, the Government used to
pitch a chapter of the Revised Statutes on the
table, and there was work for the day. I re-
peat what I said the other day, that we have
apent a large portion of time, and have very
little to show for it; and I do hope that the
Government wiil at an early day bring down
the measures promised in the speech, so that
members may have ample time to consider
them before they come np for disenssion. I do
not believe that this discussion wounld have
taken place to-day, but for the dearth of busi-
pess, and when the hon. Prov. 8ec. could grow
50 elogquent upon the subject of the incorpora-
tion of a few coal companies, it only showed
with what facility that hon. gentleman could
speak upon any subject, no matter how unin-
teresting it might be.

Mr. KILLAM said the object the hon member
for Richmond bad in view had been entirely
misrepresented. - He complained, not of the
committee itself, but that the different parts of
the Province had not been properly repsesent-
od upon it. I have mnever had much opinion
myself as to the advantages of these exhibi-
tions, and I think that very often the expense
inourred exceeds the advantages to be derived

Mr. ToBIN said—X bave been listening pati-
ently, anxious to hear the complaints that hon,
gentlemen have to make against the city of
Halifax.. Now as regards the construction of
this committee, the first T heard of it was when
Ireceived a note from Dr.  Honeyman asking
nee to atteud at Government Hoase, I attend-
ed accordingly with a number of other gentle-
men, and his Excellency read a communica-
tion from the Commissioners at home, inviting
the cooperation of the Governors of the vari-
ous Colonies. The committee - was then orga-
nized, and as regards its complexion, 1 may
say, that I should have been ex~eedingly glad
if more gentlemen from the country bad heen
placed upon it, if it iy thought that the. ohject
would be more efticiently carricd out. What I
o complain of is that the Government refused
to contribute more than £500, which, in my
opinion, is net more than enough to pay for
newspaper advertisiugg, - freight, and other.
charges. - The sutject has been taken up too
late, as was the case with the last . exhibition.
The articles haveto be in Dublin by the 1st
April, and that does not give .time to obtain a
proper representation. . -

Ton. ATYY GENERAL said that the C ow:rn
ment had nothing originally to do with the
matter, The correspondenco had taken - place
with the head of the Government, and the
committee had been principally arranged. by
Dr. Honeyman, who had been guided to a large
extent by the names of the last committee. Dr.
Honeyman was requested to make an estimate
of the cost, and be had replied that he thought
$2000 was all that conld be judiciously expeud
od in the short time at his disposal, And the
government, rclying upon  his experience, had.
recommended that sum. I trust that no gen-
tleman will object to thatsum. And as regards.
the complexion of thé comumittes, I do not think
any portion of tlie' country will . have any

cause to complain “of- ‘not being. fairly re-

“vesented. It would have been exceedingly
7
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difiienlt to have got gentlemen from the coun-~.
try to have acted upon this committee, for,
afcer all the whole work is done by the exccu-
tive commitiee, who must be in eonstant com-,
munication with each other,and they could
not be expested to attend In: town without.
considerable expense being incurreed. As to
the remark of the member for the North Ri-
ding of Colchester upon the progress of public
business, I may say, that although he 18 cor-
rect in stating that the change in the financial
year ehables the trade returns to be laid upon
the table at an early period, yet still a number
of days must elapse betore the house can fairly
ot ta work. I would remind those gentlemen
who complain of the want of work, that there
is abundance of matter upon the table to-keep
the comnmirttees engaged, and there is no objec-
tion to their exhibiting their industry in that-
respect, R . -
As to the school Lil], I have before remarked
that it stands in a differont position . to any
other question, Itis well known that former
governments have endeavored to deal with
this difficult question without success, and this
government has been the first to deal with it
in a . praectical forin. The act. introduced
last session omly came into operation last
automn, and it was necsssary to-obtain informe
ation as to its working in the different locali-
ties, which could not be tone until the repre-
sentatives of the various counties had met to-
gether. It was, therefore, impossible for the
government sooner to have matured the mea-
sure, ' I repeat again, and the journals.will
bear me out in the. assertion, that up-to this
time there has been as much work done as in
any previous session for the last ten years, and
I do not think anyb,dy hasa right to compiain
of delay on the part of the government. .
Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said that as they
were acquiring such a character for industry it’
would be_ a pity to adjourn at such an early.
hour, and I shall, therefore, make a_ few ob-
servations in reply to the hon. Prov. Sec. On
a former day. I referred to the fact that for
three successive Saturdays the house had not
met at all, and if I am rightly .inforwmed a
fourth is to be added to the list, for I under-
stand that next Saturday tho governwment in-
teud to devote to a visit to the country and I
suppose there will be no house. . Again, I think
that refereuce to the journals will show that
during the first few weeks of previous sessions
the house was in the habit of meeting earlier
in ‘the day than three oclock. The govern-
ment then, in my opinion, are fairly charge-.
able with mispending the public time. The
honorable Provincial Secretary had . refer-
red in glowing terms to the bills that had
been passed . for .the incorporation of Coal
Mining Companies; but he deserved no credit
for these,~they were brought in by indepen-
dent ‘members, and the Government had no-
thing whatever to do with- them. “We have
‘been told that it is not the primary duty of &
Government to bring forward the public busi-
ness. To that doctrine I entirely dissent;‘as
also to-the statement wmade by the Provincial
Secretary, that they had had so much legisla~ -
tion last session that no-more was required:
‘What could be said with regard to the position -
of the important subject ‘of education, which
'was agitating the public mind to 'so’ large’sn
extent? 'Was it to ba said that thers was ni¢ -
need for legislation there, when it was.cor
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dered that nine- tenths of the people of Nova
Scotia were suffering from the want of educa-
tion, through the act of the Government at the
last session. I consider that it was the duty
of the Government. to have informed them-
gelves upon this subject during the recoss, in-
stead of absenting themselves from the coun-
try, endeavoring to form the constitution of a
great nation in a few days—1I say days, for their
nights were more agrecably occupied—and
then coming down to the House unprepared to
bring forward n measure of such vital import-
ance to the peopie of this country.

We are told by the Attorney General that
the committees were organized and ready for
work. I'would ask him whether he has shown
the exwmple to the Post Office Comumittee, of
which he is chairman, and I shall ‘be surprised
if he has even yet org'mxzed it. There is a
great deal of force in the observations of the
member for North -Colchester, when Le saic
that the change in the financial year had beel
made for the purpcse of allowing the house tc
meet earlier, and I am sorry that has not been
the result. I think that not only should the
trade returns be on the table, but the Financiai
Secretary should be prcpared with his est
mates, I think, sir, I have shown that the go
vernment have failed in expediting the publi
business; and that the country has o right to
ask, Have we a Government? I recollect very

eil "when the Provincial Sceretary led the
()pposxtwn, he was constantly taunting the
government with not bringing down measures,
and although he may say that thisis a tu quo-
que 'Lr«vLment I must remind him that as he
éomes Tere as the great champion of retrench-
;:neut we of course expect better things from

him,
PETITIONS,

Mr BMceLelan presented a petition from Ons-
low for the repeal of the school act; also, one
from Londonderry against Conf‘eder.mon, and
one from Dr. McRoberts, which latter was
handed to Pro. Sec,

‘Hon. Pro. SEC. remarked that the hon. geu-,
tleman ought to be very thankful to the go-
vernment for not hastily ruqhm%] public mea-
sures through the liouse, for if they had done
50 his constituents would have been shut out
from expressing their views upoun a great pub-
lic question.

Mr. MCLELLAN only wished the measures
laid upen the table—not to have them hastily
decided. -

Mr. Tobin presented a petion” from William
C. Moir, praying for a return of duties. . =

‘Dr.” Erown from an aged teacher for a free
grant of land.

Mr. Tobin also presented two petitions from’
St. Margaret’s Bay, on the suhject.of the seine
fishery, asking that petitioners may be heard
before fishery committees,

- Then the house ad_}ourned uutll 3 o’clogk the
next day.

- THURSDAY, March 2, 1865.

_The honse met at3 0 ‘clock,

»ir. ROBICHEAU presented a pstition from a
number of the inkabitants of' Beaver River,
Digby, asking the: house not; to RO back to the
¢1d school law. .

o Mr.D. FRASER mtroduced an act to. amend

‘hap 79 R. S. of Pilots, Harbors, and Ha.rbor-
aters.
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Mr. BLACKWOOD presented a pentxon for-a.
way office.

Hon, Mr. McKINNON presented three petx-
tions—one from W, Valentine and others, ano-
ther [rom David McNair and others, and -ano-
thor A, McGillivray and others—ull from-Anti-
gonishe on the school act.

Mr. Ross presented a pemtlon‘ signed by
Rev. J..Shaw and 132 others of Inganishe;
another from Murdoch McDonald and others.
of St. Annw’s,and a third from.the same pla.ee,
all against Union of the Colonies.

COAL RETURNS,

Hon. Pro. SEC. laid on the table the return
asked for by the hon. member for Inverness,
(Mr. Bla.uchard) showing the amount of royalvy
paid .on cosl. The total receipts for the'9
months of 1864 were $57,867; of the 12 months,
$49,07980. The amount received from Caps
Breton is $29,387.62, und from Nova Scotia pro-
per B19,6U2. 18, The amount received from the
mining "association is $20, 18(;2» aud from the
ojbier mines $238,898.95.

RAILWAY REPORT.

Hon. FIN. SEC. laid on the table the railway
report for the quarter of 1864, aud alluded brief-
1y to its contents,

The Report shows that for the nine months
of 1864, ending 30th September, as compared
with the same period of 1863, there has been an
increase in the traffic receipts on the ]me of
$16,436.22.

The reuclpts for 1864 bemg ..... 311.) 6021&
Fori863....ccoiviveniininnanas ..103,164.50
‘ Increase...... .. ..$16,438.22

These receipts are denved from the leveral
brausiches of traftic,as follows: =

PasSEnEErS. civtet et e ciectrineanns 55:; 878 47
Horse and \V'ngon eiveseieretaberaas 9872 36
Freight, .oaveveiiiiiiinnnne, e 53,851 89

Total .......... <o .. B119,602 78

Shewing an inerease over the same perxod of
last year, ou thesé several servu,es, as followu
iz

Passengers. oo viiieiiiiiiioinianes $7,148 1t,
Horse and Waggon.......oo.oiuviaii 1, 439 32
Preight.ooooeaeniiniii, eereieeas 7,85(_)‘ 79

Total increase. . . $16, 438" T

The number of passengers carried is 86, ,090,
exclusive of 920 members of the Leglslature.
Canadian visitors, &c., and 6 020 teamsters car-’
rie.l free; or a total of 93,939 passengers carried’
safely over the line in the period covered by
this report,—being an increase over the sa) o'
months of 1863 of 11,326,

The inerease 'in frm ht mrrxed 1s shewn
by the returns attached to Mr. T.u"]ox s Teport,. -
is - equally - =atisfactory, and proves beyond
douibt the rapidity and steadinéss with' whu,h
the facility of transport afforded by the Ré
way s extending and: enlarging branché
trade -and “industry already established,
developing new sources of industry” of which
our people readily avail theinselves.

The weight of freight moved in_the.
months was 42,406 tons, !

. The" Accounmnts report ‘shews the 1o
gross receipts’ for t,he nme months o
toba. s iieeli -

Tot;al expenses .....

Leavmg a nett reveuue balance of . .&23.5
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‘There is an increase in the expenses charged, |
as compared with last  yéar, of $6736.20. Of
this sum twelve -hundred dollars is properly
chargeable to ‘last year, being the amouat
awarded by the Railway Committes at the.
last Session of the Legislature, to- Contrac-
tovs, for upholdence. Co

This incréased expenditure is the result of
the large outlay on permanent way and fenc-
ing, Onfencing alone there has been expend.-
«d the sum-of $5,184.88, against §403.55 for the
same service last year. For this expenditure’
the Road Inspector reports, that in addition to
thie fencing partinlly repaired, nearly  twenty-
tip0 miles of fence was taken down and rebuilt,
and new posts and railg replaced for decayed
ones; aud two and one-fourth miles of entirely
new feuce built on the Windsor Branch. The
Road Luspector reports that upto 30th Septem
her, 1864, atotal of 36312 new sleepers were
put into the road, exclusive of new sleepers
usged in the -construction of sidings. For this
branch of the service the outlay exceeds that
of last year by $35,560.02. ‘ ’ )

A porusal of Mr. Marshall’s report-will show
a great'deal of work done during the season in
ropairing, and, in many cases, rebuilding, cul-
verts and drains, in constructing nececssary
sidings for the accommodation of the increas-
ing traflic on the road, and in the gencral re-
Kair cf-stations’ and buildings.” The roadway

4s been kept in excelient repair, and there is
every reason to believe that, at the close of the
season, it will be-in good condition to meet the
exigency of ‘our winter climate. Lo

The.Report also adds that the constant and
heavy .work is beginning to tell very heavily
on the rolling stock, more particularly on
tha freight and flat ‘cars. e

. PETITION. .

Mr.. 8. Campbell presented a petition from -
the merchants of Port Mulgrave, in the County
of .Guysboro, asking that a bonded warehouse
may be established at that place.

" ‘CORRESPONDENCE,"

Hon. Prov. Sec. 1aid on the table COPY of a
communication from the Adjutant General
relative to the issue of swords to the Militia. :
Also,"a copy of correspondence relative to
tha appointment of ion. Jas. McDonald as.
Financial Secretary. i Lo :
Also, correspondence asked for' by the hon.
memnober for Victoria respecting. the appoint..
mens  of . Murdoch' McLeod as Inspector of
Btatite Labor. T
: . . . LICENSES. . Co
Mr. Tobin presented a petition of magistrates;
miners.and. others at Tangier, asking for.an
alteration in.the license law. .The hon. mems-
ber stated that a similar petition: was present- -
ed, and a biil in accordance therewith was in-
troduced;. by: himself: last. session, . but : the'
House would .take no action'in the matter.
Fwo yeam’;ex]i:]ariencg:of .the. license law. had:
proved. that it had nof the tendency.to prevent
the sale of intoxicating liquors.. On the. con=
trary, - number. of unlicensed; groggeries had:
grown up along the Eastern shore and in the:
neighborhood of. Tapgier... The petitionersiteél:
that a Louse, of entertainment .is necessary at -
Tangier; for.the.accommoilation - of travellers..:
The hon. gentleman: then introduced a bill:to: -
amend chap 19, R. 8;, of the:sale of: spirituous .
liquors, - B R R A T

vwho were accustomed 1o look upon the prope

moment the nuptial knot was tied, she wag i’ -
~vested of all her rights. - He could nét-see anys:

.. DILIS, &C. o ,,,
. Mr. ROBERTSON introduced a bill to alter the::
time of holding the general sessionsin the dis- -
trict of Barrington, Shelburne county. - ;
-Mr. KILLAM presented a petition from Yar- .
x}riounh in reforence to a light bouse at Little.-
ope. - - s . . .
Dr. HAMILTON presented a.petition from B,
C; Foster and others, inhabitants of Berwick;:-
in reference to the opening up of an imptoved
line of roadl as a mail route. - - o
Mr. LAWRENCE presented : a petition from a ..
ruwber of the inhabitants of Kenetcook, Hants, ,
asking for authority to sell a school lot. - - .- .
SECOND READINGS: |

The bills' to" incorporate the Urion Enging:,
Co.,and to amend the act incorpurdting the .
Union Protection Company, were read a. se-.
g{_}lr;d time, and referred to committee on City ,
ills. . . . Co
THE PROTECTION OF. RIGHTS OF MARRIED ;-
o ) . WOMEN, TR
Dr. HAMILTON moved the second reading of -
the bill which he introduced on the first day of*
thie session, entitied an act * for the better pros -
tection of the rights and estates of married wo-:*
men.” Hestated that the bill was intended to
protect women who bave property before, or’

- aquire it after marriage, from the incapacityor:-

bad conduct of their husbands, He dlludedto:
the evils that intemperance. created in-houses :

.holds, and' the necessity that existed for pre-

5t

venting intemperate: mon destroying- or wast-" -

ing the property - that women 1nay acquire:*

through their own individual industry.

Mr. TOBIN said that the bill went to create 8 ¢°

very radical change, and should not be hastily"
considered. He was in favor of the protection
of the rights of married women as far as possi-

ble, but 2t the same time he was hardly pre- -
pared, until after more deliberation, going. to -

the extent the bill went. He therefore thoughs: "

the bill should be sent to the committee on law * ¢

amendments, . .

'

Mr. BLANCHARD saidytbé.t now was the px;o« :
per time tosettle the principle of the bill, ~Al. -

thiough he wasteady to protect married women -
as respects their property, -yet he thonght-the -

The first clause went to make -the ?ro erty,
real. or. personal, owned: by the wifs before
marriage, not- responsible for the husband’
debts. That was a chabge startling to all of u

ty of the wife as that of the husbaud; " - .
Hon. FIN. SECY. said: that he.wus sure thaf
on reflection’ the house would - consider ' the"

7

bill was rather too sweeping inits character—~

/

When "they reflected on the: necessity ‘of the
change, they could: not!’but’éxpress-surprise'”

‘change proposed:as.one-founded on-equity== "

that it hadnot been b!‘auﬁht'abont»befqre thifgl

The priuciple now was:that: a woman; on:bes

coming'married; was dead :in law. N6 matter -

what . Ber position or property might be; tha

thing repugnant to justice or common-sense in':-
the bill before the house—that: was:to afford ¢

woman protection against:the: conduet: of hep! -

husband. How:often did 'we'sée men; who could -

‘not, be charged with cruelty <iﬁ1th@ﬂ‘1‘,iéct'séﬁ§q :
of :thel term, ‘but who: were'- of ‘such’ extrava<

gant:habifs:as torun. through, ina”

: h, in-o very short”
« space of:time, the: propertyof their wives; ah@
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leave their families without any tangible
meaus of sup{wort. He considered it but right

that the law should say to such men, that tliey -

might use the property lepitimately, but not
destroy it. The second clause of the bill went
to protect the wife, in case of désertion by her
husband—to protect any property she might
have from being liable for his debts, and to pre-
vent him returning and taking possession of
sny she might acquire in his absence. He did
not conceive any difficulty arising, as the bill
went through cominittee, in providing provi-
sions which would prevent any hardship to the
wife,and at the same time not injure the gene-
ral credit a man ought to havein tho workl,

Mr. BLANCHARD sail that when the hon.
gentleman who had just spoken stated that the
woman was dead in law, he made a mistake.
A woman having real estate cannot have it
conveyed away withoust her consent, Geutle-
men should consider carefully the probable
consequences of the bill if it became law.
Suppose an execution were levied on a man,
might rot he say that the personal property
was his wife’s. He did not object so much to
the second clause; but he ventured to say that
no precedent could be found for the first one in
any country in the civilized world. In the
United States they had a law which protected
the property of a wife against the drunkonness
of her husband, by means of trustees, and
even bis owa property beside; but they did not
go by any means as far as the preseus bill.

Mr. ARCHIBALD pointed out hardships that
arose from the operation of the existing law,
and contended sume alteration was necessary
to protect married women :to a larger extent.
He thouglht the present bill went too far—it
would introduce the elements of discord into
the domestic circle. The question, however,
now really before the house way, whether
women, at present, had that full protection to
whiich they were entitled. If not, a law should
be certainly passed to remedy the evil. The
present_bill had a precedent in. New Bruns-
wick, where, he believed, it had operated with-
out any of the injurious comsequences that
might be supposed to flow from it. It would
‘be well, however, for the House to know its
workings in the adjoining Province, and he
therefore thought the bill should be sent to a
select committee. He also added that in the
French law a similar principle prevailed, but,
as everybody kuew, the result was antago-
nistic to the happiness of home, - .

Hon, Mr. SHANNON thought that we had.
nardly in our existing law done justice to the
position of a wife, 1o the British law, which
we followed to a large extent, she was consi-
dered to have no rights at all, but to be merged
in the existence of-the husband. Of course the
Court of Chancery.could step in, in a number
of instances, but nevertheless there was not
that broad protection which he wished to see.
if some plan could be arranged by which the
wife’s property counld be kept for the use of her-
melf and children, he would be giad of it. On
the other hand, whilst he would protect every
right of a married woman, in accordance with
the principles of justice, he would not object to

see in our law a provision that a man might
alienate the veal estate which he himselt crea-
ted, without the signature of his wife,

Mr. 8. MCDONNELL was surprised to hear
the- hon. member state that the . English law
had never done justice to women, 1t was one
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of the boasts of England that the law protected
the rights of woman—that it had provisions
for her protection that did not apply to the case
of men. If we
debts of a husband, he thought it was but jus-

tice to reverse the rule, and also secure hime:
At present, if a.

from ber extravagance. t
man married a2 woman in debt, his pro-

perty besame liable. He was opposed to mak- -

ing such a radical change as was proposed,
s0 hastily. Whilst he had no doubt there
was many cases of hardship arising to women,

he must concur with those hon. gentlemen .
who had stated that the present bill went .

altogether too far, and who recommended its
reference to a select committee. :

Mr. TopiN said that the rights of married -

women were already protty well guarded in

this country. They had a lien on the real -

estate of their husbands, and although they
might get into debt, they were never arrested
forit. He thought it was best to refer the bill
to a sel :ct committee,

rotected - a wife from the:

Mr. 5. CAMPBELL said that he was one of .

those who held some old fashioned notions on
this subject.
“for better or for worse,” &c., and endowed
her with all his worldly goods. This was a

contract made under circumstances of a very-

A man cogaged to take his wife

serious character, and nothing should be done"

that might interfere with it injuriously.. He
must say that he did not see that any great
grievances rendered the introduction. of the.
present bill requisite. It was better, he though

t,
that this union should be preserved as it had

been for ages, and that we should not, by in-
troducing a bill of this kind, bring

the -

elements of discord and trouble into fawmilies .
where there ought to be nothing but love angd. :

unity.
Mr. PRYOR said that a few years ago a gen-
tleman in the Council introduced a bill of &

similar nature to the one now before the house. -

He thought it would be advis.uble to pause

before making such a radical change as .

was proposed in the principles that
had long prevailed in the English law, and in
the law of the colonies. 7The observations
made. B7 the hon. member for Colchester
had couwsiderable weight with him; that the

Dbill should be sent to a select committee. The .

law now allowed a woman, having property,
to have a marriage settlement drawn up be-

fore marriage, which she may arrange as she - .
may think best for her own interests.” She

could prevent that property being alienated
by the miscounductof her husband.‘bHe thought
that there was another matter,connected with
this bill, which required consideration, and

that was, the protection of a married woman

from an abandoned husband. That was -a -

clause in the bill which recommended itself to
his mind. ’ :

Mr. BLANCHARD questioned the propriety
of referring such bills to a special committee, -

when there were standing committees pro-
vided by the house to deal with all such
matters.

e B

Hon. ATTY. GEN. considered it advisable for'
the house to consider carefully the principle of "

the bill under discussion,and wenton to argue.

inits favor. He believed that thera were nit-

merous cases where persons were, though not -

insane, not in a state of mind competent to -
manage their ‘property, and where the law
ought to step in and provide machinery for - -
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the management of that property, not only for
the benefit of the individual himself, but of his
wife  and children. In the United States, he
believed provision was made for the tgial of
gersons who showed themselves by their ha-

its incompetent to deal with their proper;
ty, a8 if actually deprived of their senses. If
they were proved incompetent, their property
was removed from their control, and placed
in the hands of trustees. The real question
was not, what was in the English law, but
what was most applicable to the condition

of things, and what should bhe the subject of-

legislation here. The first clause in the pre-
sent bill went to eftfect what was only founded
on justice—to prevent the husband wasting
and destroying his wife’s property, and turn-
ing her out of doors. It provideri that that
property should not be encumbered—that the

husband should not pass it out of her posses-.

sion, bug that it should be retained for the be-
unefit of his wife until she signed a document
conveying it away Ie believed that it would
operate in many cases mutually advantageous
to both parties, and not nccessarily give rise
to those social disputes that some gentlemen
appeared to think would arise. He did not
deny that a marriage settlementafforded some
yrotection to a woman as respects property
Lelonging to her before marriage, but the bill
would - also protect her in reference to what

she acquired after the union. The bill provi- -

ded that her property should not be liable for
his debts, only those she might contract her-
self. The two remaining clauses were to pro-
tect the wife in case of desertion.. 1fa woman
could prove that she Lad been actually desert-
ed by her husband, then she would be protect-
ed. At present, a woman was liable to having
any property she might acquire subsequent to
the desertion by her husband geized by him in

case he should return. The bill remedied-

what was an obvious injustice, for it was but
right that a woman, deserted by her husbaund,
should be protected against him. A similar
law existed in New Brunswick, and doubtless
if it had operated prejudicially theve, it would
have been altered betfore this.

Hon. Prov. SECY. said that now was the
proper time to discuss the principle of the bill
and then went on to speak at some length in
opporition to it. He could see no reason for so
radical -a change in the existing law, as was

yroposed. He confessed that his mind to a.
}arge extent took the same course as that of
the hon. members for Inverness and Guys-
boro’, ‘Every one knew that a feeling of chi-
valry animated the majority of men in refer-

ence to woman, and threw around them a pro--

tection which no law on the statute book could
give, - The member for Inverness had shown'
that the property tha$ a woman had previous
toher marriage remained herown and thather.
husband could not alienate it without her con-
sent, and therefore in that respect she was well
protected. Hehad known instances where the

resent law even operated prejudically to the
interest of the husband rather than to those of
the-wife. One case he mentioned -was where

a man succeeded in making the property

brought to him by his wife a hundred percent.
more valuable. She fell sick, however, and
he spent a great deal of money, and used every
exertion'ta alleviate her misfortune.. When
the hour of death came, however, the property
which he had rendered so valuable by hisown
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exertions was nearly passing out of his hands’

into those of strangers.” He. was sure the
honourable gentlemen would find on exami-
nation that there were two sides to the ques-

tion—that the husband required protection
Jjust as much as the wife sometimes. The mo-.

ment a man married a woman, whatever her
circumstances might  be,
owner of his property, irrespective of his will

and inclination, and no power on earth could

divest her of that except her own pleasure.
Every one knew the influence the sex had

over man, and how frequently he was carried |

away by her to do as she willed; and, there-
fore, he thought a woman was not so unforta-
nately situated as some gentlemen tried to
make out she was. He knew a case where a
man who voted for him at an election was
asked by a creditor, how it was he broke his
promise to vote for the other candidate? The
excuse given by the wife was, Why, you
see, you only see him pccasionally, but lie has'
to life with me.” (Great laughter.) ‘Whilst,
however, he could excuse the hon. member

for King’s for introducing the bill, since he '
was to some extent under the influence of the

glances of approval that beamed from bright

eyes on tho occasion- of the opening of the
house when he brought it in; yet he could .,

not excuse the Financial Secretary, in whose

judgment he confided largely, for the line of -

argument that gentleman had pursued. That

hon. gentleman should consider that it was -

repugaant to a higher law than that of man to

X

she became the’

introduce what would be the elements of dis-

cord between those who have been joined °
together by a holy tie. The hon. gentieman,

he thought, also went too far when he wishe

to have the ‘wife protected in case the husband '
was extravagant—it was allowing the wife '

altogether too much latitude. The hon. Pro-
vineial Secretary then went on to contravert’

othex arguments in favor of the bill, and con- ~

cluded by showingin what particulars a wo-
man_ he considered is protected as the law

now stands, and why there is no necessity for
- the proposed change. , ‘ ;

Hon. ATTY. GENL. replied to tho Provincial
Secretary and pointed out cases where the

%resent; law operated unfairly upon females,
e knew an instance of a person whodeserted

his family, for some years, and during his ab- -

sence his wife managed to' make a good busi-

ness and.accumulate a_property, worth soine '

hundreds of pounds. In orderto protect her-
self she took the deed in the name of the cldest

daughter. On his return, the husband, find-’

ing he could not get hold of the property by
setting forth that that property was purcha

with his money, and the deed ought to -bhave .

been made out in his name. - If the case ivas

‘fair means, appealed to the Court of Clmnceslgi )

decided in his favour, then' the property she -

had accumulated by her industry would be ~

bhanded over to 4 man who had left his family
to-shift for bimself; and had done’ nothing to-
wards the acquisition of the property which

he so unjustly claimed. These facts  would

ive an idea of the injustice svhich the present. :

aw, in its operations, might inflict’ upon res-

pectable, hardworking wives, Asrespectsthe -
reasons adduced against the bill by his frjend
the Provincial Secretary, he did not consider -

them a8 baving much weight. The law, as it

now stood, protected a-third of the real estate; -

but 2 man might have ten thousands’ ‘worth
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of personal -property-over which his wife could
have no control. Again, in respect to real es-
tate, the wife held no_control over it durin
his life. The husband could mortgage, or sel
it, whilst she had only a contingentinterest in it
—that was, if shie happened fo live longer than
he did. He (Mr. H.) contended, that ifit were
right to protect a wife by settlements previous
to. marriage, it was equally right that she
should be protected in respect to property
which might come to her after thatevent. The
ohject of all law should he to encourage in-
dustry and enterprize, not only in the sterner
sex, but also in eases where women were the
heads of famihes, accumulating property by
their energy and skill. He did not apprehend
the difficulty suggested hy the Prov. Secy.that
this change in the law would engender domes-
tic strife, any more than the present law rela-
ting to dower or marriage settlements. He
thérefore approved of the general scolpc of the
bill, and as-regards the mode of dealing with
it. The principle could be tested on the second
reading, or it could be read Ly consent and
comunitted, cach gentleman reserving to him-
sclf the right of ohjecting to the dctails, or if
they were nob modified. to suit his views, of
voting against the whole bill in committee.
Hon. FINL. SECY. said, if he had had any
doubts as to the propriety of the bill,they wero
eatirely rewmoved {»y the speech of the hon,
Prov. Scey; for if that hon. gentleman, with
his acknowledged ability, could not advance
better arguments than he had done, it must
indeed he a poor case he was advoeating. His
(Mr. McD’s) arguments and meaning had been
cntirely perverted by the Prov. Sccy.; be did
not say that want of sense, economy, or pru-
dence, was suilicient to send a man to_ the
Launatic Asylum, or to deprive him of the right
to manage his property; but he did say, that
some provision was needed in thelaw to guard
against cases where persons wanting in these
qualities had become possessed of property by
t:¢ir wives, and were iiclined.to squander i,
and leave their wives and children Qestitute
aud helpless, The argument used by the
Prov. Secy. that all this might be secured by a
marriage settlement rather strengthened his
position—the policy was the same in both

cases—and the object of this law was.to do-

what' a prudent fatber would do on the mar-
riage. of his daughter, viz.: put her gropc‘rty
beyond the control of her busband. If every
one was prudent enough to do this the neces-
sity for .this bill would not be so great,
but it was to guard against cases where
thie foresight had. Leen neglected, that the
bill was desiguned. It was by no means a
novel idea for a precedent could be found in
Inglish law. DBy the laws of the city of Lon-
don, any married woman engaged in trade,
owns her property irrespective of the control

of her husband. Surely, no onecould contend

thatit was a proper state of things, that where
a husband abandons -his wife_and leaves the
country, and she by her industry and skill,
not. only educates and supports. her family,
but accumulates property, tbat-he should be
allowed to come back and squander. her hard
earned earnings, and perhaps throw.ler out

of doors. Yet such was the present law—and -

he was. presenting no- fanciful view, of. it, for
an instance of that kind ‘had come within, bis

own phservation, All this laty proposed 1o do.

then was to secure to the married wornan thie

property she had accumulated by her enerﬁlm
and industry. It proposed to take away noth-

" ing from the husband, sp there was no hards

ship in it as far as ho was concerned. The hon,;
gentldinan concluded by expressing the hope,
that the house would deal with the bill in some;
form, and remedy the grievances under which;
married women were now lahoring. e

Mr.. ToBIN doubted the propricty of the biil,
or whether it would secure the object it cone:
templated. At all events the. bill should not
pass until it had been fully examined in all its.
details by a special committec, IR

Mr. S. McDONNELL also . briefly expressed
his dissent to the bill in its present form. .

Mr. KAULBACK was proceeding to give his.
views upon the subject, but the hour for ad-
journment having arrived the debate was. ad-
Journed. . s

Hon. Mr. SHaxxoN, from the committee

on private bills, reported up seven., - ..o,
Atter which the honse adjourned until three
o’clock the next day. .

FRIDAY, 8d March .
The house met at 3 o’clock. :

PETITIONS. o
Mr, BOURINOT presented a petition from-a
number of tke inhabitants of Gabarous, C. B!
for additional mail accommodation. o
Mr. Ross, apetition for a° way office at”
Kempt Head, Boulardrie, oo
Mr. Hiny, a petition for a daily mail t6"
Brooklyn, Hants. o
Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL, four petitions:—one of
Mr. Kidston and others of Bedeque for an’
amendment in the license law; anotber frof
Murdock McLeod, an aged school teacher, fof -
a free grant of land; the third frow the inha~
bitants of Washabuck, Viec., for a way office;
and the'fourth from Johu MeNeil in reference
to a ferry. } T
Mr. ROBICHEATU, & petition from the county
of Dighv in referenee to the School Bill,
Mr. MORE, a petition from Kentville against -
the U’nion,oiz the Colonices, and another from -
Lower Horton in regard to the School Bill. :
Mr. BLANCHARD, a-petition from the Post--
master of Plaister Cove, for an increase of
salary. ) : o
Mr. P. SMy7H, a petition from River In-
habitants against the Union of the Colonies;
another from John McNeil of Mabou, 'for an”
increase of salary. R
~ INFORMATION . ASKED TOR., N
Mr. LocKE asked the government to lay on
the table copies of the letter frow the Clerk: o
})eace in 1860, to order a survey of the township -
incs in, Cliester; also copies of order in Conne-.
cil to the Commissioner in Crown Lands, %9
have the lines surveyed; also copies of order;’
of Council to have the lines surveyed in-the. s
district of Chester. .Also the names of patients:

in the Provincial Asylom from the county of.

Ll_mganburg, which are chargeable to that couns.
ty, &c... . : Tl .
Mr. KAULBACK was glad to see so mucl
terest taken in the county of Lunenhyrg by.an,. .
hon. gentleman. He persumed-he had some -
satisfactory: object in making such . an:em:
quiry. ..o . . NPT
Mr. BLANCHARD asked the . government .£0-
lay on the table all. correspondence toueking; .
the_appointment of  delegates in connectigm::
with ‘thie Union of the Colonies, aud in. doingr.
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po, he stated that his object was to relieve
doubts that seemed to exsist on the subject,
, LAW RELATIVE TO SEAMEN.

Mr. Dox. FRASER presented a petition from
ship owners and masters of Pictou to amend
the law relative to Seamen, which was referr-
ed to a special committee consisting of Messrs.,
Archibald, - Killam, LeéVesconte, -Locke, and
C. Campbell. Mr. Fraser stated that the pre-
sent law operated very prejudicially to mas-
ters and:thas he hoped some remedy would be
found for the existing state of things. '

Mr. BLANCHARD enquired whether another
grievance could not be remedied—one in con-
nection with foreign seamen. At present there
is no power to arvest these men for desertion
or any such thing. Forcign seamen were only
subject to the laws of thé¢ country to which
they belong, -~ - = - .~ :

Mr. BourINoT said that he was glad the hon.
meémber had called attention to-the suhject, for
the difficulties that arose in reference to foreign
searpen werc frequently brougit to his notice
in the county where he lived. Inconsequence of
the large coal trade carried on in Cape Breton
very many toreign vessels resorted to its ports,
and difficulties trom desertion which could not
be dealt with constantly occurred. : ‘

: Me. LEVESCONTE thought that the trouble
restel with the American government; and we
coul l not remedy it ourselves. :

- Hon. Fix.SEC. said that no doubt it was a
matt>r of international policy rather than ‘one
which the legislation of the liouse could touch;
and. that it “would have to be referred to the
Imperial authorities.” e was of opinion tha
some arrangement was very desirable. o
* Mr. BOURINOT said that the Legislature had
the power of calling attention to the matter.
Those who had an interest in those countics
where coal mines were situated; knew perfect-
ly. well the necessity that existed for some
prompt remedy being. found for the very
unsatisfactory: state of things that gt present
existed. - . L :

“MR. BLANCITARD said "that our vessels on

going to the States were exactly in thefgsame b

position. :

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the matter could
be brought to the notice of the Imperial autho-
rities in the shape of an ‘address. C

- Homn, PrOV,-310. sailithat it would be the
best plan for some gentléman interested in the
question to enquire into it and then bring it up,
again, and have it considered, if necessary, bya
committes, - oo d R

: THE REVISED STATUTES.:

Mr. BLANCHARD called the attention of the

house. to an accidental omission in the neéw
edition of the Revised Statues. - This ornission,
he stated, was not” chargeable to the revisors,
but was owing to the action of the Legislaturg
last sesson. * 1t -would-be ‘recollected thatlast
winter several chapters wére amended in the
house, but ‘soine of' the amendments did not
meet:- with the approbation-of ‘the Legislative
Gouncil. - In ‘consequénce of this, a lock oc-
curred-between “two: branches, and it was
therefore decided to allow the ‘original‘acts to
remain inforce..-The hoh. Attorney General
(Mr. Johuston), introdiiced an act reéviving cer-
tain chapters; ameng’them ‘was the'chapter
touching :: on' the':descent ' of- reil and per-
sonal property; butthe ‘e¢hap. that was passed
in1860, making & material amendment rela-
tive tothe descent of rénl. estate was” omittéd.

The Commissioners noticed the omission, but
could not'amend it without the sanction of the
Legislature. Under these circamstances he
introduced  a bill to 'amend chap. 115 R. 8.,
new series.’ . ) .
e ENQUIRY. ‘ )
Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL asked the government
to lay on the table a statement setting forth
the amoéunt paid in each county out of the
general revenue for setting the machinery of
the present school bill in operation, .

YARMOUTH SEMINARY, H

Mr. K1LLAM prescnted a petition from th
governorsofthe Yarmouth Serinury setting
forth the claims of that iustitution to a grant
of $1000. . K

“Hon. Prov. SEC. enquired if this institution -
was orgapized under the existing school, bill.

Mr. KinLax replicd that the free schiool con-
nected with it was organized under the act,
}mp the highér department was waintained by

ees. . B
LIGUT HOUSES. -

Hon, Fin, Sec. laid on the table a return
relative to light houses, asked for by the hon.
member for Annapoiis, Mr. Longley..

CROWN LANDS.

Hon. PROV. 'SEC. laid on the iable the
answer of the Commissioner of Crown Lands
to the enquiry put by the member for Richmond
(Mr. Miller). In'doing so, he stated Le hoped
this intormation would be found sufficiently
full, for he had no doubt that the hon, member
had no'desire, in asking what he did, to em-
barrass a public department, To answer fully
the enquiry put by him would keep the clerky
of the department busy for weeks, and impede
its business generally.” The number of peti-
tioas received during last year were 626, and it
would be consequently seen -that to go into
their character, dates, &c., would re-

uire a very “large amount of labour.—

owever, the Commnissioner of Crown Lands
had sent in an answer which, no doubt, would
e, found fo- give all_ the information
required . by tho hon. mémber for Richmond,
First of ‘all there are in Nova . Scotia
proper seventy-ono _applications. approved
of but the grants are detained for paywent of
balance due. - In Cape Breton the nunber was
229, “Next cams the petitions from people whe
lhave settled upon Indian lauds. 1n:1inost
cases bonds have beén given, and partial pay-.
ments made; The uimber is 47. Then came
the .cases under the act ot 1859, upon a -large
porion of which bonds bave, been taken,
Some have refused ‘to send bonds' but 'are.
makiag partial ip:x"ygnent.‘ " There are 764 in the
four counties of Cape Bréton; the number: of
lofs ‘surveyed were1673. A good many Have
paid’ and received: their gramts. Then come
petitions in the bands of surveyory appointed
with orders ofsurvey. The total number is
192. ' Next we have petitions Sent recently.and.
consequently not. yet reported upon, .74, . The-
number of petitions. approved, and grantsin.a
statd of forwardbess is 140, . -

‘Mr. MILLER:¢ould -only. say :that no' omne;
would régiet.more than, himseif to give, any--
thing like unnétesiary trouble to any. public.
officer, and  éspecially to.one whoge duties he.
Kiiéw {0 be fully ais;onerous as:theyshould be.
‘Were ‘it not'for .the . frequent’ complaints,
which bad com& 10 him'in - “erence to the
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management of the department he would
certainly not have -.asked the officer
at its head to answer the euquiry in
question. e thought when these were ex-
amined, it wonld be found there was good
ground for the course he bhad taken, and if it
was likely to produce anything like energy
and greater industry on the partof the depart-
ment, a service would have been done to the
country. lle was given to understand that
within the last two years the accumulation
of unsettled business kas been out of all pro-
portion to all previous years. The head of the
department was not himselt so mucli to blame,
especially in respect to the disputed claims,
because these were altogether out of his hands
and matters for the investigation of the execu-
tive committee. Doubtless the delay had oc-
curred in consequence of the factthat the execu-
tive had bad their attention called during -the
recess to other questions, buthe thoughtit hard-
1y fair to the country that this neglect of mat-
ters so interesting tolarge numbers of the peo-

le¢ should be exhibited. It was no trifling affair
or a poor man in the country to be keptin a
state ‘of doubt, for many months, in reference
to lands on which he wished to raise a home-
stead and make his living. He was quite sa-
tistied with the return that had been present-
ed, and would now move that it be referred to
tém Crown Land committee for their considera-

on.

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said that there
was no doubt that there was some necessity
for an improvement in the Crown Land De-
partment, for he had to go no further than to
a gentleman on his right band, who had paid
money for 100 acres two years ago, but the
line of which had not even yet been run out.

Hon. Pro. SECY. could not congratulate the
hon. member for Richmond on his success in
endeavouring to find some material for a
charge against the government. When the
r:turn was placed in his hand the other day,
thie hon. member had actually expressed his
surprise that the list of disputed cases was so
small, and then put out hap-hazard another
question, the answer to which he thought
might give him the material which failed him
at the first experiment. Buf even this second
venture did not appear to answer the purpose
of the hon. gentleman. All he could say now
was that the head of the department was a
a most laborious officer, and that hs was' con-
vinced that there was some neglect on the part
of the povernment—that these claims must
have accumulated during the last two years.
True they had accumulated, but it was for the
simple reason that during the past two years
there had been an amazing activity in the de-
partment that never existed previously, With-
in the last year the applications in the Crown
Lands had doubled with only the same num-.
ber of officers to attend to them., It wasa na-
tural result that with double the number
of applications and .double the amount of
money paid, there should he within the past
two years an accurfulation of work. ~The hon.
member for Richmond, added the Prov. Secy.,
held in his hand the proof that, instead of any
neglect on tle part.of the .government, there
was not a single case pending before the
Executive Committee with the exception of
the list of disputed claims at the smalln,ess of
which he himself ex&n‘essed surprize, and some
of which had existed since 1862, =, '~
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MR, MIT.LER said that he did not think there
was anything in the remarks he had made
to warrant the tone and style of observation
in which the hon. Provincial- Secretary had
thought proper to indulge. When he called
for these papers, he did it under the impression
that there was neglect on the part of the go-
vernment, and he reiverated it now. When he
moved for the return he was actuated by a de-
sire to serve those whom he was convinred had
been badly treated in connection with the de-
partment, When the return was placed on
the table, he did not deny that be had expressed
his surprize that the list was small. He was
not, however, astopished that the list of dispu-
ted cases was sosmall, but that the list of what
he thought were the undecided applications
was 8o insignificant in comparison with whag
he imagined it was. He considered it a dis-
grace to the government that they had not en-
deavoured to scttle these claims and put the
matter at rest ~ It was a very easy matter for
gentlemen to sit at ease in their offices and
pocket their salaries, but the people had &
right to have more attention paid to their afs
fairs, The government might have becn more
worthily employed in settling these claima
than gadding about the country on seif-consti-
tuted missions and eundeavouring to barter
away the privileges which these people so high~
ly value without their consentaud approval.
1f these gentlemen had remained at home last
suammer he thought they would have been in
a better position to assume the tone of arre-
gance and superciliousness which they adopted
with reference to .those who took them :to
task for their neglect of the public business.
The hon. Provincial Seeretary assumed hehad
a right to sneer at gentlemen who charged hir
with neglecting his public duty; but he had to
learn, as others had already, thatthe indepen-
dent members of the house were not to be
treated wi'k impunity, in the style he was ae-
customed to use. Ifany membercame forward
and asked a question of the government, he
ought to be given the information he required
in a courteous manner. If the hon. gentleman
could take credit for himself for the condition
of theland office, he was certainly exhibifi®.
an amount of modesty for which he deserved a
mark of distinction. There were some four:or
five hundred cases for which poor men in the
country could get no satisfaction for years,
and yet the honourable gentleman seemed
to consider the inatter of little importance:
He (Mr. Miller) knew of several cases
in his own county, in reference to which he had
been trying for two years to.get a-settlement.
The only answer he had, day after day, was,
that the departmentcould not get a conimittee
of the Executive Council together. He would
tell the Hon, Prov. Seécy. that if -he took.the
trouble to ask.for the returns of the cases un~
decided when that hon. gentleman came into
office, and compared them with those since
that time, the’comparison would not be flatter-
ing to the government, It would be found that
the nnmber when he came into power were few
indeed in comparison with what he had allow-
ed to accnmulate for the last two years. -

Hon. Pro. SEC. replied that when he listen-
ed to the hon. member for Richmond he was
reminded of an anecdote of a person who on
his way to attend a_ discussion. between two
noted characters, met with a deaf and dumb.
man, - He asked that individual, by means of &
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slate or-signs; where lie: was going, and the
reply was, * To -the discussion.”: ' But how
ate you going to-tell who has: the bhest of the
argumeént?’ ¢ Oh,” ‘was the reply, “I shdll -

- know who bas-the best of it, for I shall - see
who first gets angry.” Su when the-honour-
able ' -member got up  and :1ade /such
an exhibition of anger on the present occasion,”
he must have convinced the House that he ha
a very poor case.  He had not'taunted the hon.
member for anything except this: that when
he - got:information, ‘which he had asked -for
he - endeavored to send forth to'the coun-
try in'the debates the impression - that ‘he. had -
substantial cause of complainé against the
Government.- Why, the hon. member himself
held tlie evidence in his own hand that the case
he wiched to make out had broken down-at -
the yery ontset. More than that, when he re-
ceived the return of the disputed returns, he
did not hesitate to express his great. surprise
that what Lie-hoped was going to"be ‘a moun-
tain, had turned out a mus. Then what next
dil he. do? Finding that the whole case had
failed—as his own-admission showed—then he
thought that he would make ano*her ventare,
in the hope of gaining something: and“so he
asked for a return of all the casesof every de-
scription.- ‘And what was the result? - He got
the evidence placed in bis hands—evidenee -
from an ‘officer in' ‘'whom: he admitted he had
the highest confidence—that there was not:a
single’ case whatever except the list of dis-
puted ones, at the smaliness of which he was
80 astonished. Now, it' was ohvious to the
house why the hon. member was groping in the
dark when he asked for the return. - He wish-
ed to take the government to task for sending
a delegation to Canada‘last fail. It did: not
say wuch for that hon. gentleman, thas having
admitted  that the entire-amount of disputed
claims were altogethier less than he had sup-
posed, he should endeavor to create a false im-

“pression over the face of this conntry, that the
government was chargeable with what could
not be proved by the returns before the hiouse.
The accumulation of Lusiness in the depart-
ment, as -he had previously observed, argse
froin the greas activity that now ex:sted-in this
country. -Yet the hon. member endeavored to
get off a little ebullition of temper, and attack- -
od the government fori sending delegates to
Canada, ‘That was nuot the question betore the
house, anid when:the ‘hon, member dragged:it -
in he was simply making himself ridiculous. -
Any independent member would geta eour- -
teous reply, and all the iuformation he requir-
ed, from: the government, if 1t'were asked in-

the proper manner. : ‘ :
Mr. ARCHIBALD said that he had listened to -
the observations of the hon. member for Rich-:
mond, :and “he certainly 'did not:think there -
was anything either in the manner in which
they hadibeen delivered orthe subject: refer-
red to, tocall forth the reply ‘that had just -
been given by the hon. Provincial Secretary.
Any hon. “gentlemen- had a-perfect right to.
euquire into the working of a public depart-
ment=—espeeially -one in' which the public: was'
80 much interested as the Crown Land roffice.
In: view of ,'what -had: transpired;:he felt
that ‘the country wus.under a greatiobliga--
tion : to: the ‘honi member. for Riehmond:in
‘ bringing ‘'this matter' before : -the.: House.—"

Although he knewnothing ‘of :the ithsés e«

ferred to, he happened to know that there
8
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were several:claims still in abeyance, whigh
were pending-when the late goyernment weye
‘in’ office,:. He did -not:think .this. was- ver,
creditable to-the present government; - ai-
though he: had no: intention of charging therh
with ' dereliction ‘of duty,~for he was_ aware
from his own experience, of the difficul‘ies at-
tending the adjustment of the- various claims
presented. - There 'was no department of-.the
public service :that required more attention
and industry on the partof the government
than the Crown Land department, and it . was
of the -utmost importance -that controvert-
ed claims should be decided as speedily as pos-
sible, - Ifit was tlie :fact; as stated, that -46
claims still remained undispored of, it certainly
seemed a large accumulation of business,—and
although he was. aware,. ag-he had just. re-
marked,of the arduous nature of the dutiea
which:devolved upon-the government ‘in con-
nection with this departinent, he: could not
help thinking that the business was getting too
mitch in arrear. When his government swere
in power he hail felt it a-most .serious. duty to
endeavor to prevent the accumulation of busi-
ness in this-department of.the public’ service,
and he thought it was almost better in, some
cases of controversy to decide at once; even:if
it were a hasty'decision (and: perhaps subse-
quent events might prove- a wrong one) than

IRT e §orealr ! e = o b

‘to keep the contending parties in-doubt and

put them to increased expense. ‘The hon. Pro-
vincial Secretary had not alluded to the. case
mentioned by tht member for Guysborough,
of a member of this house having two years
ago made an-application to the Crown Land
department for a grant, and paid his money,
and yet no survey had been made. - That was
a case that did not affect the government, bus
the office in charge of the department. .

“Hon: PRov. SECY. said that the member for
Colchester had. better wait until he heard the
facts of that case before he réasoned upon it.
At pregent he was totally in the dark. - -

. Mr. ARCHIBALD said - he had no persomal
knowledge of the case—he merely repeated o
slatement made by a member-of the Housein
course  of this discussion.” He was not 2c-
quainted with the motives or object of the
hon. member for Richmond' in making ‘His
enquiry, but he certainly thought he deservéd
the thanks of the House in drawing attention
to the state of this department, He would %m
say that the government had failed in the
discharge-of their duty, because he was un-
acquuninted with “the. fagts, and 'there; mighs
be ‘good and' sufficient reasons why thess 47
cases had not been disposed of—but he tlionghs
that a sufficient case had been made outito
‘warrant the Crown Land Committes in ‘ascér-
taining whether the aftairs of this departmént
had been administered with that’ viggr they
should. . As regards thecase-mentionéd Dy
the member .for Guysborough he ‘¢otild" not
help, thinking that ‘there inust be spire mis-
take, - for if true, the . blame rested 'not upon
thie government, .(for it' was -not-a case of dis:
puted ‘claims) but upon the Crown Latd "Coim-
missioner, and from' bis"knowledgé of that
officer, he had always found him most snxigus
to discharge the duties of. his office faithfully.
He was in hopes, therefore, thiat some’ expla-

‘and'i ¥ gnc% of

nation would bé given, and'in, tho abs
the: necessary in or;qai;log,:' hé" 'woul
i any farther dbsérvations,

fro
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Hon. ATTY, GEN, remarked that tile r:ﬁenf
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isputed claims than any previous one, and
they bad a pretty good list bequeathed to them

by their predecessors. Not that he imputed
- any blame to them, for as the member for Col-

chester had truly said, there were no subjects
go dificult to deal with as the claims referred
to, and_very often - the delay was occasioned
by the dilatoriness of the claimants themselves
—where the rights of four or five were involv-
ed, and correspondence bad to be opened with
first one and then another in order to elicit all
the information, it was a difficult matter to ar-
rive at an early decision. As regards the case

' mentioned by the member for Guysborough, it

had never been officially brought to the notice

- of the government, but he remembered having

a conversation with the member for Eastern

* Halifax (Mr. Balcom) on the subject, and if he

was not, mistaken the Surveyor reported that

" the land had been previously granted, or that

gomething was wrong,
Mr. 8. CAMPBELL—No, .
Mr. BALCOM~—also denied the statement.
Hon. ATTY. GENL—~—Then it must have been
sowne other case the hon. gentleman mentioned

‘to me. This case, however, has not been

" brought to'the notice of the Government, and

consequently they cannot be blamed.

Mr, STEWART CAMPBELL said that it was
no answer to say that because the matter bad
‘not been immediately brought under the no-
tice of the guvernmet, that they were not to
‘blame. He held in his hand the return of their

- own officer, showing that the money had been

‘ paid two years ago, and it was their duty to

“the grant and had paid his money,

have seen that the grant was made.

Mr. BALcoM stated that when he applliled for

e en-
quired whether he could work upon the land
but was told he could not until the grant
passed. When he asked how soon he would
get it, he was told as soon as possible. The
winter before last he wished to cut wood upon
it but refrained in consequence of not having

_ his grant; and when he enquired last winter

why the land was not laid out, he was told in

_the Crown Land Office that the Surveyor

twould be instructed to do so—but when he re-
_turned home in the spring to his surprise he
- tound that it had not been done, nor was it to
. this day.

Mi. MILLER said that he did not think

. that_the lhouse had been much complimen-
“ted by the toné of the speech they had just
. listened to from the hon. Prov. Secy—nor

bited in this discussion,

could he imagine that the hon. fentleman’s
followers and supporters would be much. flat-
tered, by being represented as deaf men—
incapable of being influenced by arguments:

. and only capable of forming their conclusi-

ons from the gesticulations of their leader.

 'The hon. gentleman is always unfortunate in
.- his attempts at humorous illustrations, but
~he is extremely 8o in the present case.

If
his anecdote is good for anything it tells

" most_ strongly against himself. If the man.

who loses his temper first is the one who gets
the worst of the argument, then he certainly

~ must feel that he has been ‘worsted in the

resent instance. If temper had been exhi-
e could safely ask,
who had been the first to show it? The' Prov.

Secretary had submitted a_ return from the

Commissioner.of Crown Lands. He (Mr. M.)

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

had made some remarks upon it, and he was
in the judgment of the house if he had:not
done so in the most courteous and resg etful
manner. What did we then witness? The
hon. Provincial Secretary got up, and -in -that

eculiar tone of sarcasm for which he has

ecome unenviably noted abroad as well as
at home assailed him in unfair terms, and
charged him with motives entirely unjusti-
fiable under the circumstances. WNothing was
farther from. his mind than to say anything
unnecessarily offensive to the government.. Hig
only object was to serve the public interests,
and to endeavor to promote the efiiciency of a
department in which the people were 8o deep-
ly interested. The hon. gentleman was, there-
fore, not justified in the course he.adopted.—
It only clearly proved his loss ef temper, and
consequently that his cause was bad, and the
position he assumed uutenable. But it was
very evident why the Prov. Sec. had exhibited
8o much temper. He had been touched in a
weak joint in his harness, and he could not
withstand the truth of the assértion that he
and his Government had been gnilty of gross
neglect in reference to the management
of the Crown Land Department. It woull
be for the country to judge whether the Pro-
vincial- Secretary had raised himself in their
estimation by the exhibition he has just made
of himself—or whether he had advanced the
dignity of bhis position by the courss he had
adopted. He had thought proper to use. the
term “false,” in connection with the remarks
he (Mr, M.) hadl made. The proper ‘course
probably would have been to have called him
to order for the .use of nnparliameutary. lan-
guage. He did not know in what sense that
hon. gentleman intended to apply the expres-
sion. but he threw back the words to him
in whatever application he had used them.
The hon. Prov. Secy. had endcavoured to mis-
represent s meaning in reference to the ob-
servation he had made on a previous  day
when this return was laid on the table, and
to get the House and the country to believe
that be had expressed bis astonishment at the
smallness of the number of disputed.claims.
Now, what he did say was that he was sur-
prised that the retu n did not include a.larger
number, as he intended his inquiry to em-
brace all descriptions of cases pending in.the
Department. It would not do, therefore, for
the Provincial Secretary to eudeavour to mis-
represent his language, and create a false im-
pression as to the observations he had made.
The .hon. gentleman had better have spared:

the remark that he (Mr. Miller) was ‘grop-
ing in the dark and did not undzrstand the
matter he was talking about. Such lan-

- guage- was simpiy oftensive, and - nothing-

more. It did ot require  very extensive
knowledge, or enlarged . abilities to deal with’
this question of the Crown Land Office—and -
altho’. every one could not be supposed to- be
endowed with the superior attainments and
vast intellectual powers of one of the *“ablest -
statesmen of British America,”. yet it was not
a difficult matter to deal with a subject like
the present. It would have comported. mere .
ther - with ‘the- dignity- of the position - that

-hon. gentlemen: held, if he- had been. more .

gua.rgled in his language. - The sooner the -
on. gentleman 'got over his bad habits '
of sarcasm and vituperation, the more quali- -
fied will-he become for his position. For his
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part, he (Mr, M.) would never fail to admin.:
ister a suitable rebuke when he .attempted

auch conduct towards him. If the hon. gen-
tleman’s T8 | 1
they are, he would always vindicate himself
from insult as an independent member of that
house. When he applied the term * supreme-
Iy ridiculous” to him, he wonld remind the

vovincial Secretary that it was Jjust as easy
for him to retort in the same styio, and per-
haps- in harsher terms, and with more truth,
He was amused atthe hon. Attorney General,
who gave as the reagon for the delay in the
Crown Land oftice—the difficulty of obtain-
ing the proper evidence. He lad no doubt
that in some cases this - difficulty was experi-
enced, but what he complained of was, that
thore was no court to try the cases—that the
committee of the Executive Council could not
bo got together, and that the arrears of busi-
ness had accumulated(!in consequence of their
neglect. He repeated, he was glad that he
had brought this subject to the notice ot the
house, as he was inclined to think some good
would come of it. Already -he was informed
that a number of undecided cases had been
disposed of since his enquiry had been made,
which, probably, would not have been the case
had the question not been asked.

Hon. Prov. SECY. said that he was aware
that in times past, in the heat of debate, his
extremely amiable temger had “been 'sorely
tried, and no doubt he had occasionally said
some pretty sharp things,—but -he thought
thai the house would bear him outin the as-
gortion that he had never so.far forgotten

himself as to allow anything that fell from-

the hon. member for- Richmond to disturb the
equanimity of his temper. If he had done
80, he should be very much ashamed,of him-
self. - Heé did not .say that that hon. gentle-

man had stated what was false, but he told -

him that he could not permit him to convey
a false impression to the country as to the na-
ture of the returns he asked for—and to con-
vey the idea that there were over a hundred
undecided claims, whereas the list he held 'in
his hand only shewed - forty-six. - 1t was very
evident that the object of the member for
Richmond in making this enquiry was to find
grounds for attacking the governmentand to
charge them with neglecting the public busi-
ness. He would advise him, however, in the
prosecution of his praiseworthy researches for
a grievance to care next time to make himself
a little better acquainted with the facta before
he undertook to bring it before the house. The
leader of the opposition had also come to-the
rescue, but in doing so0 he had admitted enough
10 destroy the whole case—for he said that the
proceedings connected with the investigation
of these clainis were analagous to those adopt-
od in courts of law,—and everybody. familiar
with the practice of those courts knew, that
with all the advantages of personal examina-
tion of witnesses, and the presence of judge
and jurors, how much delay resulted and how
overburdened the docket alway was with

srrearages. - If this was the case in: courts of
law, ‘was it to be wondered at, that in-cases:

where the witnesses resided one hundred miles
sway, and information bad to be gathered 'by
correspondence, that some delay :shotld be
occasioned, . : e

vincial Secrotary that he was not in the habit

owers of irony were greater than

yged to inform the hon, Pro-.

59
of seeking advice from him, nor did he feel in-
clined to accept it when it was proffered. - He.
did not think that hon. gentleman had ever-
used language more characteristic of himself-
than that contained -in the first paragraph of-
the speech he had just' delivered. He (the:
Prov. Secy.) had taken an unwarrantable
liberty with the House, and .with himself, in.
using the language he did. The hon. gen-
tleman forgot than any one can be insolent:
—‘*that a scullion might call names.” . I
was easy for any person to use contemptuous
lacguage, but he must remind the Provincial
Secretary that he lowered himself in the esti-
mation of the country, and degraded the dig-
nity of the House by pursuing such a course..
But when he looked around these benches
and remembered that others had received like
favors from at hon.’ gentleman’s hands~—
when he recollected -that not a year ago the
hon, member for Yarmouth—whom ail re-:
spected- for his honesty of purpose and inte-
grisy of principle, had been assailed with
coarse_abuse—when hegreflected -that others
of the Prov. Secy’s. present supporters whom
he now, no doubt, regarded as worthy asso-
ciates, hadin times gone by, felt the unjustifi-
able licentiousness of his tongue, he couid well
afford to treat such guerile remarks as_they
had just. heard, with the contempt they de-
served. He would not allow the Prov. Sec.
to pervert his meaning and to convey to the
country aun-inaccurate idea of what he had
really said, 'This was the chief object, and in
this he had succeeded. Yet if- he had allowsd
that hon. gentleman’s versiun: to pass urcon--
tradicted, he did not fear but- that a large por-
tion of the people would have little. difficulty
in coming to the conclusion that it “lacked the
essential element.” ‘He would not occupy the
time of the house any further by replyiug to
the observations of the Prov., Sec. for the beat
way to treat them was - with contemptuous in-
difference. - : s : .o
Hon. Mr.-SHANNON deprecated the warmth
exhibited by the member for Richmond, who
appeared to be always working himself into a
passion about something or other. ' As regards
the state of business in the Crown Land Office
he would remark that when this  government
came into power, he was one of the committes
of the Executive Council—and they were told
that there was a large arrear of business. They
went to work with the ntmost$ energy and soon
found why some of these cases had not been
disposed .of. He knew of no more arduous
duties than these connected with this depart-
ment, and in many cases the want of sufficient:
evidence rendered the decision extremely Qiffi--
cult. If as it had been remarked there were
arrearages in courts of law, it was not surpris-
ing: it should be the case where they had not-
the .same opportunties of obtaining evidences.
Mr. ARCHIBALD s2id that there were some-
cases where there was no dispute and but one :
applicant—in- these thera'should be no. dehg!.-.a
e regretted_the warmth: that had arisen in.
this debate. . Xt was better to discuss the ma-

beer gaid on both sides. ... :
.~ EDUCATION ACT.. - .
‘ Hon. PRO. S8EC. said —1I rise, Mr. Spea

-ter ‘calmly, and he thought qnpugh had now-

ker, to-

.introduce a bill for the better encouragemontof: -

education, and, in doing 8o, I may remark thas:
although the government. have not. heen:. able::
‘to lay-it upon the table at an earlier period °
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than the present I am quite sure that hon. gen-
tlemen’. will appreciate the difficulties under
which we have labored, and will make allow-
ance for the time that was necessary. to confer
with the members of the Legislature after the
opening of the session. I was anxious, also,
that the country should have the fullest oppor-
tunity ' of expressing -its views upon this im-
gortant question, and even down to this very
ay petitions have been presented on this sub-
ject.” I need hardly say that no. government
was ever called.upon to undertake a more ar-
duous task, than when a twelve-mouth ago
the present governmeent undertook to grap-
le with this difficult subject of education.
'hat:question has been fraught: with such
difficulties, that although, from time to time,
tolerably strong Governments—sustained by
wory fair majorities in this Legislature—bave
held the reins of power, and whilst it has been
admitted that there was no matter that de-
mmanded more imperatively the consideration
of the Legislature and the action of the Ad-
ministration, yet none of them were able.to
carry successtully through the House a mea-
sure calculated to promote the education of
the country. Although the present Govern-
ment, at the last session, had the good fortune
to be sustained by a very large majority of this
House—although the previous general election
had proved that the party with - which I have
the honor to be connected had the confidence
of 'a very large proportion of the people, yet on
4 :question of this kind, of such . vital conse-
ﬁuence to the country at large, they did not
esitate to invite the co-operation and suppors
of gentlemen on the Opposition benches.
They- felt. they were entitled to ask that aid
from any opposition in reference to a question
which did not affect one class or party, but all.
classes and parties in this Province;—that it
was due to the great question of Education
that it should be as far as possible placed
above party, and dealt within such a mode as
40 secure the confidence and co-operation of
bothparties. Everyonemust feel that, however
strong & government might. be, however
strong any party might be who was called up-.
on to take up so difficult and delicate a ques-
tion, that it was due to the success of the wea-
sure that it should secure the interest and sym-
athy of all classes in this country. Therefore
when'we proposed a radical change in the sys-
tem of education, which had been so long de-
sired in -this country, we assumed all the re-
sponsibility which should fall upon a govern-
ment; and at the same tiwe invited the cordial
oo-operation of all our opponents, as essential
b the proper construction of a wise and useful
méasure on the subject. The government were.
aware, ag8 every intelligent wman was aware,:
that to deal with a_ question of.such difficulty.
and:delicacy as that of education, it would be:
impossible for any party bowever strong,~—for:
any government, however much they might en-
joy-tbe confidenca of the house or coautry, to
mature a measurejwhich would not necessarily
involve a great deal of hostility and trouble on -
thépart of many of their friends and support-
ors throughout the country, and that it became
doubly essential therefore, if any. educational,
measurs were to_be successful, that_it should
havetlie support of intelligent and patriotic
whinds: of all sections in the country,-as that
sloné xwould to pla:‘sahit upon the sound:and sta- ;
blé basiecwhich it was: desirable that. such a

Loy il : B oy
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measure should rest upon. I am bound to ade
mit that the igentlemen whocomposed the op-.
osition in. this Legislature did, with a patriot-’
ism that I.think is. deserving of all praise,
fraukly respond to the -invitation of the Go-.
vernment, and on this, as .upon many other
questions of public polxcy, avowed at the outs,
set their. determination to assist in, and . give-
their best energies to the maturing of snch a.
measure as would tend to the most successful-
results in regard to the great cause of educa-.
tion in this country. I believe that owing to
the aid derived from both sides of the ‘house,
the government were enabled to pass-a mea~
sure which will be recognized in all time. to
comse as a great step in advance in relation to
the education of the massesin this province.—
L amaware that a great deal of elamor has ari-
gen in the country—that. much hestility : has-
been excited in connection -with the measure—
that much difticulty bas occurred in referenge:
to its administration, and that probably
this province was never agitated, from one
end to the. other, to a greater extent than
it has  been during the last twelve months;
in relation to the important subject of common
school education; but I am proud to be able to:
say that notwithstanding all this excitement.
and clamor—despite the fact that this ques-.
tion was one which touched the pockets.
of the masses, and was therefore: necessa-
rily calculated above all others to exeite-
a teeling of hostility,—we have the facts before
us and the public to show that this measurs,
although not so perfect as it was desirable- it.
should be—although not so successful as it
ought to be—has proved itself eminently adapt-
ed for the great object for which it was intend:
ed. When I call the attenticn of the house to-
the facts bearing upon this question, I think I.
shall bg able to show, whatever may be the
shortcomings of this measure, whatever diffi--
culties may have been connected with .its ad-
ministration, so far from having proved a' fail--
ure, we have the evidence, after only three
months of time since it has been in operation,
that it has been as successful as this house, in.
reference -to a question. of such. delicacy. and.
ditficulty, could reagsonahly expect. . .. - .. .
Those who will take the trouble to refer to.
the reports of the ab'e superintendents of eduy:
cation who filled the position for many years,
in this Province, will .find that the common,
school: education of this country was in as de--
plorable a condition as it could well be at the.
time this measure was brought ap. for the :aps,
proval of the house. They will see that -the.
common. school education of this couutry.re~
guired reorganization throughout the Province.
rom . one ~end to- the other—that the. time.
had come . when some great radical changa;
wag imperative.. There 18, perhaps, no duty;
of a . more delicate character . that- any:
Government could be called upon to discharge,
than the re-organization of the school sections.-
It.is obvious that, coming howme, as the re-ar=
rangements did, to the interests of every,maniin,
the province—attended with ditficulty.as it was,
inasmuch as it touched the pecuniary interesig.
of . the: people. residing - within; these sectiops—;
this smeasure must have been, necessarily
fraught: with ;much embarrassment.. No -ty
could-be calculated to'involve a greater de-;
gree -of:difficulty. in its. adjustment. than. the.
arrangement of these school sections... Now,
lot us enquire into the results.thas have;at- .
. : N AR AN
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tended the operations of the Act. Inovertwo
hundred of -the school sections, - no -school
houses existed at the time it was brought in.
There was no means for carrying on a school.
Many houses were without windows or doors,
and in a dilapidated condition generally. Now
we have the gratifying evidence that out of
these 1400 sections outside the city, in 16 coun-
tiss . .which have only been heard from, em-
bracing a little over a thousand sections, there
were only 213 in which no meetings were held
under the Act passed last year. There were
only 142 sections in which meetings were Reld,
and refused to organise under the law. In G54
cases of the 1000 heard from, the law was
adopted—a law making a radical change in
the mode of carrying on the schools of the
country—a _law carrying on its face the most
obnoxious feature that any law can—assess-
weat, which imgosed the principle of divect
taxation upon the peo&ﬂe, In twenty-nine
of these sec:ions graded schools were estab-
lished, containing numerous departments, A
still more gratifying fact is it, that, ob-
noxious -as the law was calculated necessa-
rily to be, that not only 651 meetings have been
held under it, but at this day, with something
like one half the schools in operation, the resalt
of free 'schools i, (as we have good reason to
believe,) that there are more children at school'
than under the old law. Whilst great difficul-
ties have arisen, whilst this law presented tho
most unpopular feature that a law could exhi-
bit—whilst it required time tor the people to
understand and appreciate it, yet it has given
a stimulus to free schools that must be excced-
ingly gratifying, not only to the governmeut
but to the Legislature which gave it force. In
many cases the result has been that when un-
der the old law the attendance was only from
30 to 60 pupils, you can count the number by
hundreds—proving satisfacterily to the mind
of every man that the effact of the law has
been to open wide the portals to hundreds and
thousands of children who otherwise would be
withouteducation. This is a result so satistac

tory that I think it has placed for ever at rest
the question whether in this province the prin-
ciple of free schools shall continue to exist. I
believe, considering all the difticulties that this
measurq was necessarily exposed to, the evi-
dence which i3 now furnished. to the House of
the result of its operations during the compara-
tively brief period the people have had an op-

wrtunity of understanding its merits, have
een such as to render it impossible for any .
government or any legislature, unless they for--
et what they owe to the country and the edu-,

cation -of the masses, to recede a single sfep
back from the freat principle of establishing
free'schools and of maintaining that legislation
whick..ias been already enacted—that every
child in Nova Scotia shall have the means of
obfaining a common-school education.” . - "

. Not only is the attendance at schools number-.

ed by hundreds where there were only forties

and. fifties, but in connection with another fea-
ture of :the enactment, the arrangément made
to establish superior schools, the most gratify-
ing .results have been obtained. A most ef-
fective stimulus-has been given all over the

cotntry to:the common school education by
the principle that the best school should be en- -

titled to, and sliould, by a competitive Process,'

obtain " the. position of supérior schools, Not
oply.is every.one enabled.to obtain-a common

»
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school education, and a still higher education
through the superior schools, butia every coun-
ty the means are provided of learning those
acquirements that would fit a man tor the
highest position in life—for the learned profes-
sions ‘or whatever his abilities might enable
him to fill. Out of 12 countiés to which that
provision applied—for the faw did not touch
those counties where academics already exist-
ed, 9 made arrangements for giving the highest
means of education to'the people.  In connec-
tion with these academies the metworial which
has been read by the hon. member for Yar-:
mouth, (Mr. Killam,). shows the extent to
which that county has appreciated the im-
portance of the highest description of eda-
cation aund the amount of patriotic exertion
that the people in that enlightened section have
been prepared to exhibit, in order that they
may have theindisputable advantages that are
afforded by an academy for instruction iu‘the
higher branches of learning. - When it is recot-
lected, as you will see by reference to the're-
pors of the Superintendeunt of Education, that
the common schhol education of the country’
was in such a deplorabls_condition, that the .
rersons who were qualified to fill the posjtion’
of teachers had abandoned their profession for
more lucrative pursanits, ypu can easily ander-
stand that if the law which is' now on the
statute book had been as perfect as it could'be’
—if there had been the utmost disposition on_
the part of the people to adopt it—it would,
nevertheless, have been impracticable to carry
it out to a much larger extent than has already
been the case.’ For cut of all thé teachers in the
Province, only 650 were found in a position to’
obtain’ a license to teach school under the law
—proving that the.condition of'common scl'ool
education was such as to. give no encourage-
ment to men of the qualifications necersary
for teachers. In'order to meet the dificulty of*
not havibg persons who would be able, under’
the operation of the law, to ftll the position of
comwmon school t-achers, and to provide for
the requirements of the country whilst. in a
state of transition from the old to the new law,
the examiners were iustructed throughont the
Province, to give permissive licenses for one
{;ear to persons whose qua ifi «ations would nog
ring them under the priw ions of the Act,
The Government do not intend to propose any
fundamental change in- the mode of carrying
on the common school' educa ion of ‘the’
country.  ~The only step which® they pro~
pose to take is-one which, I' am proud*to
say, will be in advance. If the government of
the day- were disposed fo recede from the posi-
tion which they felt called upon to take a year
ago, when they brought forward a measure for”
the. education of the people; if they weré 80
recreant to their duty as to abandon the stand'
which tliey assumed and recede from the geeat:

- principle, that in Nova Scotia free sl

shall exist, ‘and the. means . of education’ By,
oL)ened up to all classes of the pcople, I belibve’
the independent spirit of this Legislature would’
rise up on both sides and'would say, that’ the*
course of the government ‘was uot only;uns!
worthy of themselves, but, with the evideice
that is now before the country of the suoccess®
of the measure, would be, "in the last d:igreﬁ;f
prejudicial and distaawfui‘to‘ the people ;thi%‘

‘I have listened with most snxioys a:ge,nﬁégf
to tha voice of th ountry,as expressed’in. ns"
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truly constitutional manner, of petition to the
Legislature. I have no hesitation in saying that
when the government brought forward the
measure, they did it with the full knowledge,
and under the clear conviction, that they were
taking a step which would naturally arouse
rreat hostility throughout the country. They
?olt; they were taking a step which endangered
the popularity of the government and which
would naturally tend to arouse to a large extent
in all probability the opposition of many people
in reference to the law., They brought forward
the measure, however, through the conscien-
tous conviction that the government of the
country could no longer refuse to take a step
which had been so long declared necessary for
thio public welfare. I confess I was prepared
to find this table flooded with petitions from
every county in the province, especially in con-
nection with the great difficultics that have
heen found in the transition from the old law
to the new—in fact, I was prepared to find an
amount of hostility exhibited on the part of
the people of this country which I am happy
to say has not been the case. No people are
hetter acquainted with the right which they
have to approach this House by petition, or
with the influence which their wishes. have
over the minds of their representatives. And
set in reference to a measnre which has not yet
fxad an opportunity of being fully understood—
a measure fraught with very great difficulty in
its introduction,—1I am proud to find that the
voice of the people in opposition te it has been
very. swmall. From the county of "Antigonishe
there has come a number of petitions, signed
by 633 persons in all, against the School bill.—
[ am happy to know that that county stands
almost alone in the amount of hostility exhibit-
ed to this measure—King’s only bearing it
company. The county of Queen’s sends
soveral petitions with 383 signatures. I am
)glgid to find, whilst a great

s been experienced in Yarmouth,in putting
the act into operation, yetit has exhibited the
most patriotic and enlightened spirit in con-
nection with this measure. Only 36 persons in
that couuty have asked for .its repeal. The
county of Colchester, it is gratifying to find,
only sends 63. Theresults in that county have
been eminently satisfactory—the law having
there been brought more extensively into
. operation than in any othercounty. The coun-
ty of King's has sent in a number of petitions,
and I regret tobe obliged to say that some of
them are not couched in the most courteous
language in reference to this measure. How-
ever, there are only 470 persons who petition
from that county for the repeal of this enact-
ment, leaving an overwhelming mnajority of the
iutelligent electors, as far a3 petitions go, in
favor «f its provisions. From Inverness there
are two petitions, one of 37, and the other of 38,
75 persons in all. From Annapolis there is but
oune petition, signed by 133. In Cumberland, I
am happy to find, 77 petitioners haveonly ap-
proached the House. Although great difficul-
ties have been -experienced in that county, 1
am gratified to see that the most intelligent
persons of both parties have been united in the
most patriotic manner to advance this great
step in advance. Dighy only sends 79 petition-
ors. And the total'in the whole Province is
enly TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED
and SIXTY-THREE petitioners, *which 'is
small indeed, when you reflect that the num-

deal of difficulty
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ber of electors must be hetween 50 and 60,000
at least. You must remember, too, that these
petitions come up at a time when this bill haa
not had an opportunity of demonstrating the
value it possesses—when the public mind has
been excited ts a greater degree than it will
be excited again—that it is founded on a prin-
ciple most obnoxious to the people. And yet,
under all these disadvantages, after the house
has been in gession some three weeks, and full
opportunity given to the people to express
their opinion to as great an extent as they conld
wish, we find the result as I have stated it to
ou.

‘The house is aware that oune of the provi-
sions of the bill which has been the subject of
discussion is that which constitufes the execa-
tive council the council of public instruction.
Gentiemen opgosite opposed thatclause of the
hill, althoughthey didnot attach ahy very great
importance to it, but even if they had, it was a
point on which the government entertained so
strong an opinion that it would have heen ex- -
ceedingly difficult for them to yield. Now,we
have had the law in operation for some six
months, and I have yet te learn that a single
substantial argument can be raised before this
house and country, proving that the objec--
tions to a council. of public instruction, as
constituted under the bill, are well founded,
As a member of the executive council I have
the greatest relutance to occupy such a posi-
tion. It is one that, whilst it is impossible that
a government can make it subservient in the
slightest degree to its own popularity, neces-
sarily brings down a great deal of odium in:
connection with the operation of the law. The
government introduced that clause in the act,
believing that it would be impossible to find
any council that would be as well adapted
efficiently to work the bill; and T have no hesi-
tation in saying that the experience we have
had, during the past six months, confirms us
in the pesition we have taken in reference to-
this matter. Itis well known that if there i
one subject in reference to which the govern-
ment in England feel hound to assume a tail
share of responsibility it is in coonection
with the question of education; and it was
only at the last session of Cotnmons that
the minister of public instruction ‘was.
challenged in "his place, and held respon-
sible to the’ parliament, in reference to a
great question touching the education of the
people, and obliged te vacate his position. * 80
watchful are the people in that enlightened
country and sedetermined are they that the gov-
ernment shall not be in a position to hold pow-
er and evade responsibility in relation to this
delicate question by throwing the odium upon.
any board or section of persons that are not res
sponsible to the people. There is not & mem-
ber of the present government that would not
be delighted if it werein accordancé with what
he considers " his duty to the people, to avoid~
the responsibility he takes upon himself in' the -
council of public instriction. If I were to'go
from the treasury to the opposition benches, I
would ‘wish to have the security for min,elf
and children that I would feel when the high
functions of the council of public instruction
were discharged by a body of gentlemen. who
were directly responsible to the parliament$. .

and ‘country in connection. with duties of g0~ -

onerous and delicate a -character. - In: New
Brunswick the council of public instructionis .
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the executive council also, with the addition’
of the Lieutenant Governor and superinten-

_ dent of education. It was suggested last ses-

-

gion that we should add these two gentlemen
to the council here, but we declined, and I
have no hesitation in saying we did so for rea-
sons which were substantial and valid. Inthe
first place I hold, notwithstanding the example
of New Brunswick, that it is unconstitutional
for the Lieutentant Governor to occupy the po-
sition of chairman, inasmuch as he becomes per-
sonalli implica.te(i in the management of mat-
ters which, I consider, are not only of the mest
delicate and ouerous character, but for which
the people of the country have a right to hold
somebody directly responsible. Suppose a
question which has created a great deal of
sectional difficulty, touching Education, was
brought up in this Council of Public Iustruc-
tion, what takes place? The Council have to
deal with it in the only way that is practica-
ble where there are a number of minds holding
various opinions, that is, be guided by the ma-
jority. . The Lieutenant-Governor sits in the
chair,—a controversy arises of an exciting cha-
racter,—a tie occurs, and a vote is taken,—what
then? The vote of the Lieutenant-Governor
decides the question; but herein lics the ditli-
culty: Itis'in the power of any member of
this House to rise and ask for the. minutes of
that Council, and on their production to show
what the action of the council has been, and
the constitutional dilemma would have been
oxhibited, of the Lieutenant-Governer, stand-
ing high above all partles, discharging func-
tions similar to those which which Her Majes-
ty discharges in relation to the British parlia-
ment, held directly responsible for that act.
It may be said that this is an extreme case,
but nevertheless it is one. perfectly natural,
but involving a constitutional difficulty such
as would warrant any Lieutenant-Goverpor
refusing Lis sanction to a bill- which placed

him in-such an equivocal position. It would .

be also a most unwise . and inconvenient step
to make the superintendent of education a
member of this council. . He, like every other
public officer in the courtry, is responsible to
the people for his acts, but not directly so; and
the mode in which you reach such an officer is
as you reach a commissioner of mines, through
the government. There is no power in this
house to change a. public officer except by
changing the government; and, therefore, any-
thing that would place a subordinate officer in
the position to overrule (a8 he would be able

to do) what would be otherwise & majority of -

the government, would be inconsistent with
our praviice, and extremely unwise in ita
effect. The superintendent of education should
be in a position to give the best aid in his
power and to carry out the requests of the
government in such a way as should devolve
the respousibility, not directly upon himself,
bat upon them. I have no. hesitation in say-
ing that the experience of the past year has
confirmed me much more stron;ﬁiy in the opi-
nion I held, that the best body which could be
obtained in the province of Nova Scotia to
deal with the great question of education is
the executive council, and the bill which is
now submitted to the house will embrace that
provision. - L S .
It has been contended that the number of
inspectors was too large—that the duties conld

--be performed more - efficiently by a smaller

far as the house can
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number, who could be selected-with a regard
to their high qualifications, -and could - give
their whole attention to the important matters
entrusted to them. There will be hardly a
menber found who will deny that if there.is
to be anything like an eflicient system of edu-
cation, its very life and soul must be found in
an able and vigorous inspection of the schools
of the country. I will not, therefore, discusa
the question as to the necessity that exists for
the appointment of inspectors; but. I may
state that the Government are bound to accept
the suggestions of hon. gentlemen, whatever
their political opininns may be, especially when
experience has proved that they are batied on
sound premises. Having had some months"

_experience of the bill, I think in this particular

it may be modified to some extent, though I
believe that it would have been very difficuls
to have organized our school system, unless
there had been a school inspector in every
county. This bill will provide that instead of
an inspector for each county, there will be
seven for the Province, or one to 200 sections,
Thris_provision will enable us to retain men of
gualifications requisite for the onerous position
of school inspectors, since they will receive
such an amount of salary as will remunerate
them sufliciently for giving their whole time
axnd attention to their duties

The House may decide what shall be the
character of the Council of Public Instruction,
or what the number of inspectors ahould be—
it might sweep away the system of County
Academies; and yet the fundamental principle
of this maeasure wonld not be touched. All
these are matters of detail in reference to
which every gentleman is invited. to express
his opinions fully; but the fundamental prin-
ciple of the bill is what is contained in the act
of last session—that js, the great principle of
FREE ScmooLs. That is the fundamental
principl-, and in order to carry it out, 1 know
of no other means by which it can be
accomplished th n assessment—the princi-
ple of recognizing the duty and obliga-
tivn .which the property of the country owes
to the education.of the people;.and this princi-
ple will be found not ounly to be contained in
this bill, but advanced to a more stable founda-
tion than in the measure which received the
sanction of the Legislature a ycar ago. A
great deal of difficulty bas. arisen from the

fact that the peoplein the various sections were

invited to come together and say whether they
would organize a school or uot. Conflict ‘was,
as it were, invited between those who favored,

~and those who opposed assessment. Therefore,

whilst it is desirable to retain in the hands of
the people as much power as possible in_refer-
ence to taxation, I feel that the sentiments.of
some -gentlemen opposite, in respect to this

. measure a year ago, have been proved to pos-

sess a great deal that was sound- and worthy
of the attention of the house.. The hope was
that the inducement that was held out tc adopt
the principle of assessment would be such as to

-induce the people to come forward and n.d:!]ln
L]

the principle. . Under the operation of
law there are a great many instances in which
‘this conflict of opinion has resulted, that a
bare majority in a school section have refuged
to organize, and have left a large minority sin-
cerely desirous to have a school without one.
We believe it is necessary that whilst going as
bly—2s.far as the go-
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vernment can in accordance with their duty—
to. meet the ohjection which is lelt to any-
thing like taxation, we should take another
step in advance. And whilst providing
" the means to render this mode of sup-
porting schools as little obnoxious to the
public mind as Is practicable, we believe that it
would be unworthy of ourselves if we refrained
from pursuing:i conrse that will secure to a
till greater extent the operation of free schools
throughout the Province. In order to do that,
and at the same tine meet the feeling of the
people on the priuci}ﬂe of assessment, the go-
vernment have decided to go further in the di-
rect contribution which shall be given fromthe
treasury of the country to the cormmon schools,
A great step, ag everybody is aware, was ta-
ken at this last session, and the amount grant-
ed to corumon schools was enormously increa-
sed, but the Government think that they may
safely,in relation to so important a branch of
the public service, go further, and relieve the
peopie, as far as direct taxation is voncerned,
to a much larger extent than” they did in the
measure of list year., The amount under the
old law was $45,080 for common schools, and
86,500 for the grammar schiools, or $51,580 in all.
The Government proposed last year, and the
House sanctioned, a very large advance upon
that sum, but we shall ask the Legislature un-
der this bill, to double actually the amount
which under the old law was given from the re-
venue in support of schools. The fact that the
Government are the Council of Public Instruc-
tion, enables them to feel, notin that remote
manner that is the case when the business goes
through a subordinate department, but direct-
ly whenever there is any friction, whenever
there is any difficulty encountered in working
the law. In this way we are in a position to
know what the public sentiment is, and what
are the difticulties, to an extent that we could
not possibly, if the council were differently con-
stituted. 1f there is any one feeling which is
especially popular throughout the Province
in_ relation to the maintenance of common
schools, it i3 that the governwent should resort
to as lavge au extent as is possible to indirect
taxation for that purpose. Therefore, yielding
to that feeling and gentiment, the Government
have deeided to draw, as largely as they can,
the means for the support of common schools
from the treasury; but having taken that great
" step'in advance, we also propo:e to ask the
Legislature to go still further ahead, and im-
ose a direct assessinent on the people of Nova

cotia, from one end to the other, to' supple-
ment the provincial grant, and provide such a -

fund as will make provision for a .school in
every section. Itistherefore proposed to levy

a county assessment upon every county in No- -

va Scotia for two-thirds of the amount which
is contributed directly from the treasury of the
country. Having increased soenormously from

the treasury the means for the education of

"-the people, I do trus that the house will be dis-
posed to assist the government in- respect to
what is the fundamental- priuneiple -of the bill,
and that intelligent men of all elasses and par-
tes “will be ready to contribute a limited
aibount by assessment for the 'support of

schools all "over the face of this country.—

I may be asked why the county has -been sub-
stituted for the section. Under the existing
law; suppose two sections adopt the principle
of assesswent in order tohave efficient schools.
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You may see two farms, each worth £500,
alongside of each other, though in different
sections, and whi'st the owner of one may‘he
taxed $10, the other may be put down at $20.
The fact is, that the amount required for the
support of schools in one section is what go-
verns the section, and therefore these two indi-
viduals, although neither of them may have
any direct interest in the school, are so un-
equally taxed. When it was found that such
was the operation of the act, the mode to which
I have alluded has been arranged as -one that
will be more equable—as one recognizing the
principle that the property of the county
should provide for the education of the county
and that the amount so levied should be dis-
tributed equally and fairly according to the
necessities .of the county and the condition
of the schools that are supported in each
section. : Ce
The mode in which the money from the
treasury will be distributed will be -thisi—
Whilst we propose to have seven iuspectors,
with salaries, we shall at the same time pur-
sue a course that will enable us to save the én-
tire amount required for their payment. In-
stead of sending the grant to the counties and
allowing the inspectors to levy 5 per cent. upon
it, thereby diminishing its amount consider-
ably, it is proposed to pay the money from: the:
treasury to tbe school teachers upon the-certiz-
cates of the Board of Commissioners as to the
position that the teacher occupies. - As the
money is now given according to the clzss ‘of
the teacher, no difficulty will arise in appor-
tioning the amount which each should receive.
The county assessment will go into the county
treasury, and the party receiving the provin-
cial grant will also obtain an order on ‘the
county treasurer for a like sum, and the aniouut
levied on the county will be distributed upon
the same principles as are applicable to the
provincial grant, In that way a fund will be
created that will enable the people in-every
section to have a school. We also propose,
having furnished ‘a large quota from the pro-
vincial treasury,. and drawn a comparative-
ly small amount by direct taxation from
the pockets of the people all over the Pro-
viuce, to supplement the fund thus raised
by a still further sum as the people may them-
selves decide in every. school section—either
by subscriptien or -assessment. The only thing

the legislature will demand is, that the scligols

of the county in virtue of the grant from the
Province, and the sum levied upon the proper-
ty of the county, shall be free and open. to all.
Another difficulty has arisen in counection
with the fact that the people in a section : could
exclude the section from a school, by : refusing
to organize under the law, and appoiut trustees.

_ That would not be likely to arise upder a bill

which levies county assessment, and compels
the people irrespective of their own action -to
contribute to schools; ‘bnt it -is' possible: that
such a coutingency may arise, and in order
therefore to meetthe injustice -that might be
done to the parties inthe section thatmightb8
deprived of 4 school, the bill will provide: that
where the people shall refuse to organize:and
elect trustees the difliculty may be supplied:b
the Board of Commissioners appointingsuc
trustees on ‘the application of any 7 ratepayers
who shall be contributors to the school fand.

1 do notintend goinginto the full detailsof -
this bill, ' 1 will, however, state that the govern- .
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ment, a year ago, felt themselves at liberty to
ask the late Superintendent of Education for his
aid in preparing such a measure as would sub-
serve the great object which they had in viow.
So now thie government have nothesitated to
avail themselves of the services of the present
Superintendent in the preparation of a mea-
sure that would grapple effectually with the
difficulties that have arisen in connection with
the bill of last year. Therefore a bill has been
prepared in connection with that ofticer that
they believe will simplify and render more
conspicuous many points which, on experience,
have been shown are attended with some little
Joubt and difficulty. Under all these circum-
stanees, it has been thonght more advisable to
substitute another act for the one now on the
statute book. 1 now lay this bill on the tablo
of the House in the confidence that it will re-
ceive the same despassionate consideration, and
wenerous assistance from gentlemen opposite
whieh they gaveto the bill submitted last ses-
sion, and that both sides will co-operate in
maturing such a fmeasure as will obtain the
important object we haveallin view. I have
no hesitationin saying thatX feel deeply grate-
ful to the gentlemen who, on former ncecasions,
zave the government their aid in improving
the act now on the Statute Book, and that I
am also under great obligations to the patriotic
gentlemen throughout the country who, irres-
pective of party feeling, have united in coming
forward to give their aid in carrying into effect
@1 measure fraught with such vital counse-
quences to the people. I need hardly add that
the government approach a question of this
kind with great diffilence and reluctance. In
bringing forward the measure of last year as
well as the one I now lay before you, they
have been actuated by the belief that a govern-
ment, however great their duty to the party with
which they are connected may be to adopt such
a course as will strengthen and consolidate
their influence, have a still more solemn duty
to perform, and that is what they owe to their
country. But Ibelieve thatin thisenlightened
legislature it will be said on_all sides—by
gentlemen who support, and by those who
oppose, the government—that no administra-
tion could bring forward a measure of this
kind with any other motive than to discharge
# solemn duty to the country by whom they
have been placed in the responsible position
they occupy, and that in the fulfillment of that
obligation, they are entitled to the frank co-
aperation of all, whatever their views may be
on other questions of a public nature.

Ontle conclusion of the hon. gentleman’s
remarks the House was adjourned over until
Monday at 3 o’clock

MoxXDnAY, March 6th.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

PETITIONS. ‘

Hon. Fin. Skc. laid on the table petitions
relative to education and militia which were
reforred to the committees appointed to deal
with such subjects. .

Mr. ROBICLHEAU presented a petition from
Clare against Confederation.

Mr. PaRkER presented a petition of W, Sil-
ver and others for a new mail ride in Colches-
ter County. o . L

Mr. DoNALD FRASER presented a petition
from Pictou Island for ‘aid for a Grist Mill,
The hon. gentleman stated that the petitioners
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were situated some distance from the main-
land, and for five mounths in the year were cut
oftf from communication. ¥e also mentioned
that thiese persons had themselves subscribed
one hundred pounds, and expressed lis hope
that the government to whom, under the rula
of the house, he handed the petition would
favorably consider it.

Mr. BLACKWOOD presented a petition from
A. Munro, and others, asking for a re-adjust-
ment of line in the township of New Annand.

Mr. Locke presented a petition from the
inhabitants of Shelburne, asking for a light
hiouse at Little Hope. Jle trusted that the
government would attend to this matter, since
so large & number of petitions, in reference to
it, had been alrcady preseuted this session,

: BILLS IN COMMITTEE,

On motion of Mr, Blanchard, the bill to
amend chap. 1153 R. 5. concerning Real and
Personal property, was read a sccond time,
and referred to the committee of the whole.

The house then went into committee, and
toolt up the bill which is to supply an acci-
dental omission in the Revised Statutes, which
occurred on the part of the house last winter
in not reviving the act of 1860 touching the
descent of real estate,

Some desultory discussion oceurred in re-¢
ference to the second section of the act which
reads as follows:

“In case of a married woman, entitled to
real or personal estate in her own right, dying
intestate without Zindred, the same shall go to
Ler husband to his own use.” '

The section, on motion of Mr. Blanchard,
was finally ameunded, by substituting for
“Kindred,” “without issue—father, mother,
brother, or sister surviving.” '

The bill to incorporate the Waverly Gold
Mining Company was next talten up, and Hon.
Mr. Shannon stated that he bad had some con-
versation with His Worship the Mayor who in-
formed him that the Company was a perfectly
bona flde one intended to develope the gold
wines of this country. The bill thea passed.

The following bills also passed:

To incorporate Virgin Lodge of Frecmasons.

To incoporate Acadia Boot and Shoe Manu-
factory Company.

To enlarge the powers of the trustees and
governors of Acadia College,

To amend the act authorizing a loan for the
erection of a Court House at Yarmouth, .

To legalize the assessment for the county of
Luuenburg,

To change the names of certain places in the
county of rlﬁuneubu'rg. ) .

The commnittee then rose and reported up
the foregoing hill,

MISCELLANEOQOUS MATTERS.

Mr. LoNGLEY presented three petitions from
the township of Granville against the lawnow
on thie Statute Book in reference to education.

Mr. MACDONNELL presented a petition from
the Inhabitants of Plaister Cove against the
Confederation of the Colonies. "

Hon. ATTY. GENL. moved thatthe bill meet-
ing to the rights of married women which had.
been read a second time, be referred to a select
comunittee. . . . o )

Mr. MILLER said that there was a great deal
in the bill which he approved of, but in some
respects hie thought it went too far. ~ ,

Mr. LONGLEY thought the principle .of the’
bill had better be tested upon the second meet-
ing.
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ITon. ArTty. GEXNL. said that it was quite
competent for hon, gentlemen to assent to the
prinziple of the bill and object to the details in
commitiec.

t{on, Prov. SEC. said that the bill had not
passed its seeond rending and the whale de-
bLate on aprevious day had turned upou the
quastion whether the bill should be read a sc-
cond time or not.  After some desultory dis-
cussion, the speaker decided that the motion
mide on & previous day by the membor for
Colchiesier, was to refur the bill to a scloct
conunittee. The bill was aceordingly refuired
to the Liw amendment commitiec,

Mr. LoxarLey introduced o hill to enalls
the railway commissioner to take possc
of certain property on Plicton harbor for rail-
WAy PUrposs

Houn Pro
table copies of cireulars addressed to the dJift
ferent counties in reference to the action taken
upnn the franchise act; and also ansvy
ceived,  MHe wonld take the opportuniiy of
stating that the provisions of the aer hx
cowplicd with, with the exception of the coim-
ties of Guysborough, Lunenburg, aml Vie-
torin.

Hon, Mr. Suanxyox asked leave to intro-
duce a LIl in relation to the patent laaws,
The hoit. gentleman brictly explained thas the
bill was based upon the reciprocity principle,
aud proposed to give the same privileges to
the inhabitants of the United States as Nova
Seotians received in that country.

Hon, ATry, GENERAL expressed himself in
favor of giving every encouragement U
original patentee of usclul inventions, This
was a very important subject, and aflordcd a
tavorable opportunity for a thorough revision
of thie patent laws of the provinee.

Ton. Mr. McTFArLANE alluded to the want
sf a proper place to exhibit patents in. e
thought that some suitable place should be
sppropriated for that purpose.

Mr. ARCIHIBALD said that the difflenlty in
carryinz out the patent system properly, was
the neeessity of having a regularly organized
sfafY, as they had in the United States hichly
salaried—who gave up their whole time to the
subject. He had no objection to giving cvery
oncouragement to seientific and classical im-
provements, but as regards mechanical inven-
tions hic thought our mechanics, by going to
the United States, might learn everything tliey
wautcd there.

Mr. LONGLEY, on a previous day, had cn-
(uired as to the cost of the light house scrvice,
and he now begged to call the attention of the
house to the unequal manner in which the sa-
Iaries of light house keepers were distributed.
He found that the salavies ranged from £400
down to £80, with an allowance of fuel from
#100 down to $16. He presumed that the sa-
lavies were regulated by the number of lights,
and he could not understand why Margarets-
ville and Port Williams, in the county of An-
uapolis, the former of which burut five lights,
and the latter seven, should only reccive $80
and $16 for fuel, while others. which burnt a
1ess number of lights realised $200, and fuel in
proportion. He would move that the whole
subject be referred to the committee on Na-
vigation Securites, with a view to having the
present incqualities arranged.

Hon. Prov. SECY. said that as thenotion
involved & money grant, the proper course
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would be to refer it to the government, and
theyeould take what action theythought proper.

Mr. Lo¢xE hoped that no reduction would
be made in the present salaries; they were
small ¢nough alveady, and no class of men
deserved higher pay than those engaged in
tids arduous service.

Mr. MiLLeERr said that no doubt there were
great inequaliiies in the salaries, but lie hoped
that no redaction would be proposed in those
that already existed,

Iion, Mr. Mcllanpaxy referrad to the ne-
cessity for » light at Armmmnott's Island, from
which for sixty miles of const, no light coukl
eould be 1; and fer the lust fifteen years
Ll_xr‘e‘;' Laul tried unsucccsstuliy to obtain public
Qad, :

Mr. Pryonhoped ihat the government would
give their most serions attention to this sub-
Ject, and especially 1o the light at Peggy’s
Point, which he had so frequently brought to
the notice of the Louse,

Mr. Bnaciwoob was glad that the member
for Cuambeviand (Mr. MeFarlane) had advo-
catedd the ciaims of the Ammott Istand Light.
It was one of the most important lights upon
thiag coast, and he hoped that the government
in the disteibution of the public grant for that
service would not forget its elaims.

Mr. Tonix said, that whiie upon that sub-
Jjeet, e would ecall the atiention of the govern~
ment fo the necessity of having a steam fog
beil at Sainbro. He was informed that the one
in 8r. Jolin harber cost originally £650, and
was maintained at an annual cost of 2700,

ITon. Prov, S, said that he presumed that
the ticmber for Ialifax was ot in the hiouse
when this sulyject was under discussion and
the matter had been referred to the connnittee
on navigation securities. An oficr had heen
made to place one suitable for the harbor for
the sum of - £400 stg., at an expense for main-
tenance of & cent per hour, as stauted by the
mamber for Halifax, and as the gentleman
who made the offer is about leaving the coun-
try, e hope:d that the committee wonld soon
report upon that suhject, B

Mr. ToBlx was nob in the house when the
correspendence alhuded to bad been submitted.
e was glad that the government had moved
in the matter, and he hoped thatthe committee
would report as soon as possible. o

Mr. Braxcuanp poinied out the incqualities
in the present scale of salaries of light house
keepers. He did not think that the Pictou
light, which received £100 a year, was more
diflicult to keep than Margaree Island, which
only received $200 and Arichat the same sum.’
Not that be thought the highest sum was too
muc]lx, but the scale should be arranged more
evenly. )

Hon. I’rov, Skce. said that the regular way.
would be for the government to refer the whole
matter to the committee on navigation securi-
ties. It may be true that in some instances
the salaries were too small, but he knew that
wlenever any vacancy oceurred there were
twenty persous ready to takeit. He would
read an extract upon the report of the com=
mittee in 1838 which showed that the whole
subject had then been reviewed and the pres--
ent seale of present salaries arranged. o

Mr. LoxgLuey hiad no objections to refer the:
matter to the government but he thought that
the better way would be for a special com-
mittee to investigate it and report upon an
eyqualized systems of salarices, §

o
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Hon. Prov. SEC, said that course would be
perfectly irregular, a committee might go out
and report the whole of the present system.
The matter should be e with the government.

Mr, MiLLER approved of the position assu-
med by tlic government, He did not think it
was right to reduce the salaries of those who
were already too poorly paidin ovder to in-
crease others, e weuld suather be inclined to
go further and inerease the vote for this servive,

Mr. Locxs thought thut the proper course
was o reler the wmatter to the committee on
navigation securities,

Hon. Irx: 8oy, said that as far as be was
aware the light houss keepars wore satistied
with their salaries, 1Te had no petitions in his
oifice for inereased pay.

Mr. LoNGLEY had several 1atters in his pos-
session from light liounse keepers asking for
increase of salary. After some further discus-
sion the matier was left 1o the government,

AMr. ‘PoriN enquircdd whether the govern-
ment had ever received any commmunication
from Captain Anderson of the Canard steamer
China, on the subject of 2light howse at Jed-
dore Menad, When he (Mr, 1) wont home in
thiat vessel the capta.n had alluded to the dan-
gerous nature of the rocks in thut loeality and
to the necessity of o light there, andd be had
alvised him to bring the subject under the
notice of the government, from whom he Tiad
no doubt that it would receive due considera-
tion. He would like to know if he had ever
done so.

Hon. Pro. SEC. woulil make enquiry, and if
any such letter had been received, he wonld
lay it upon the table.

Mr. CoLIN CAMPBELL said that the matter
under discussion related to a money claim,
amwd shonld, under the rules cf the house, go
to the government withiout any remarks. He
had had several claims of a similar natnrs and
had always adopted that cgurse; but it seemed
thitt some gentlemen were in the habit of raiy-
ing o discussion upon matters that had no
right to Le before the heuse, in order that their
reinarks might go to the country. He did nog
think that swas right.

Ilon, Pro. $1C., by command, laid on the
table a revurn asked for by the member for
Vietoria, showing tae cxpeuse incarred in set-
ting the machinery of the presunt school bill
in motion, Also, a retuwrn from the Chairman
of the Board of Works shiewing the number of
patients in the Lunatic Asylu, chargéable to
the conaty of Lunenburg—usked for by the
member for Shelburne.

M. Tonix had presented a petition from the
magistrates and proprietors of mineg at Tan-
gior, prayicg for some revision'of the present
leense lvw. At present the law restricts the
saleof intoxicating liguors within four miles of
any niining district. Petitioners wish tho Ses-
sions to havediscretionary power in such cases.
ITe would suggest that the whole subject of the
revision of vtrxe]licwse Inw le referred to a
sclect committee, and he would name Messrs.
Blanchard, Longley, Locke, Hamilton, and
himself. . o

Mr, LoxaLrY was glad that he had so far
made a convert of tho member for Halifax as
to get hima to sece the ncaessity for some altera-
tion in the present Inw.. He was aware that
some parts of the law had not proved as satis-
factory to the people as the old one had, and
Le should be happy to co-operate with the
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hon, gentleman in endeavoring to render it
more perfect.

Hon. ATry. GENL, wasnot quite sure whe-
ther the member for Halifax had not convert-
ed the member for Aunapolis,

Mr, STEWART CAMEBELL said that after the
meinher for Annapolis bad been converted on
the subject of railways, it was not at all sur-
prising that his vicws on temperance should
also undergo a charge.

Hou, Prov.Sec. hy command laid on the
tabile an application frem William Hicks Esq,
fomerly of the Royal Navy for a grant of land,
referred to Crown Loand eommitiee.  Also
copios of correspondence relating 1o the ap-
pointment of delegates to the Charlotte town
conference,

Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the
naxt day. .

Tuesday, March Tth.
The 1Touse met at 3 o’clock.

Hun, Pro. SEC. 1aid on the table an answer to
the enquiry of the hon. member for Shelburne
{Mr. Lockoe) relative to the township of Chester.

DISCUSSION OF TIE UNION QUESTION.

Mr. BOURINOT said, as tliere was nothing be-
fore the House,he was desirous of asking the
government a question in reference to the
Unicn of the Colonies. That question was agi-
tating the country to perhiaps a greater extens
than any other question for years, and the peo-
ple were naturally anxious to hear the viewsof
the Ifouse on the subject. Ie was therefore
desirous of learning from the Provincial
Secretary, as the leader of the government,
when it was proposed to discuss this all im-
portaut topic.

Hon, Pro. SEC. replied that the House was
now in pessession of all the correspondence re-
lative to the subject, and the policy of the
government relative to it would be submitted
at an varly day,

Mr. BouriNor said this was not the answer
he expected, MHeo had hoped that the govern-
ment would have beon prepared to nuane the
day when they woull ho ready to lay this
question fully before the House. When the
prorogation was close at hand, was not the
proper timo for the discussion of a question
which required so much deliberation on the
part of every one in tho Legislature.

THE FRANCHISE ACT.

Mr. Ross said he would like to know from
the Provincinl Secretary what action the Go-
vernmont intended to take with the counties
that did not comply with the terms of the
Iranchise Act. Heé observed that the Custos
from Victoria county mercly mentioned that
nothing was done in that county to enforce the
terms of the Act, which fact he mentioned the
other day. He thought the Custos should have
assigned some reason why the proper steps
wore nof taken, as plainly expressed in the
law. The Custos also mentioned that assess-
ment: rolls ‘would be forwarded. Such rolls

‘can operate ouly from the counties that adted
ander revigsors and ' revising districts,

The
sessions in, that-case would meet this month,
and if they can act legally, then it was neces-
sary that some positive instruction shonld be

‘sent to a Custos who failed to act up to the law

gnd gave no reason for so palpable a neglect of
aty.”
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Hon. Prov. SECY. replied- that perhaps the
hon. member for Victorin wonld furnish the
house with the reasons that the sessions in his
cotnty had not complied with the law. All
that he himself could say was, that the circular
was sent to thatcounty, and the Gevernment
had now only learned that nothing had been
done in that county. He thought, under exist-
ing circumstances, it would be advisable for
tho Lion. member to bring in a Lill for the pur-
pose of cuabling the court of quarter sessions
to take such action as would meet the case. 1le
was desirous that the honse should not lose the
hon. member in case of an election, but that
they should long continus to have the pleasure
of seeing his face present among them, .

Mr. Ross said that he would state, for the in-
foination of the hon, Provincial Secretary, that
it was his intention to come back to the honse
as often as the people chose to send him.  Ail
he now asked was for the compiiance with the
law that would enable him to do so when the
proper time arrived. Ho was guite prepazed,
Lowaever, to introduce a bill for the purpose of
enabling the sessions to carry out the law.,

Tlon. ATTY. GEN, said that he had received a
letier from the Custos, stating that the Clevk
of thic Peace had a correspondence with him,
(Mr. H,,) in order to get direetions how to pro-
ceud to remedy the omission to call a special
session,  In consequence however, of the
abscnce of the custos, it appeared, the sessions
had not hoen called at all.” He had lowever,
pever received the Jetter from the Clerk of the
Peace, though he had s from the Custos on
his return.  Inreply, he had stated that an act
could be readily passed by the present Legisla-
ture to enable the special sessions to carry that
law into effect.

My, STEWART CAMPRRLL asked what gua-
rantee the bouse had that those persons who
defied the law in the first instance would not
do so again, The hon. Provincial Secretary
would find that in the county of Guysboio a
party majority decided at the special sessions
not to carry the law out, He thought the go-
vernment should state bow they were prepared
to deal with these magistrates who declared,
with the law in their hands, that they would
set themselves up as a superior authority to
the Legislature, and refuse to obey its enact-
ments. The time had mow passed when the
action oi tho sessions was to take place, and
he was anxious to know if the government
were disposed to place any act that might now
be passed to give eflect to the franchise law,
in the hands of those who Lad already so fla-
grantly acted in violation of their duty as ma-
gistrates,

Mr. XAULBACK said {hat he considered it
would be best for the government to repeal
the law altogether. Asfuar as Lis county was
concerned the people, irrespective of party,
disapproved of it_altogethier, and Le would,
‘theretore, be glad to see the opinion of the
house tested on the subject.

Mr. AxcnipArLD said that nowhere was
this question considered in a party light except
in"Guysboro. In his own county bLoth parties
¢ abined to carry out its provisions, Every
aagistrate was bound to obey the law, and if
he was not prepared to do 80, he should resign
his position. If he violated the law, Le was
not only liable to be superseded, but also to an
indictinent for misdemeanor. He had no
doubt that if the magistrates in Guysboro, af-
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ter the discussions that had taken place in the
house, should continue to act in defiance of the
Iaw, the government would not fail to pursue
that course which, as administrators of the
law, they were bound to take. He, liowever,
was inclined to believe that these magistrates
commiitted the indiscretion of which they had
heen guilty, in a moment of excitement, and
that they would not offend again,

Mr. LEVESCONTE thought it was most ad-
visable to have the lasw repealed, for it was
most obnoxions to the people at large. The
bill was unjust in its provisions. He knew of
ono district in his own county where outof four
hundred men who had voted Iast election now
only fifty-five could excrcise the franchise,
though they largely contributed to the revenuc.
Thesomen were fishermen in tolerable circum-
stances. but because they had not a- large
amount of real estate, upon which they are
taxed up to the requirements of the law, the
greater number were disfranchised. He con-
sidered it but right for the government to take
this matterinto their most serious cousidera-
tion and repeal the law which now disfigured
onr statute book,

Mr. KAULBACK said that in some cases it
was not any of the magistrates but the grand

Jury that were to blame, and lLe did not see
how they were to be dealt with, He again ex-
pressed the hope that the government wonld
not fail to take the matter up as soon as prac-
ticable and restore the old act. e was desi-
rous that the same people, that sent him to the
House should have an opportunity }jis ense of
an election, to continue or reject lis services.—
The means for educating the people were now
largely iucreased, and he was in favour of
giving tho intolligence of the country itsdue in-
fluence in theelection of the representatives
to the genecral assemb'y.

Hon, Pro. SEC. replied that gentlemen were
mixing up two questions. One question was
the observance of the law on the statute-book,
and another the poliey of changing it, If any
gentleman wished to repeal the law, he could
move in that direction, but as Lo (Dr. T.) had
observed on former occasions an insuperable
difficulty lay across the path in the way of any
change. As to the other question there was no
doubt as to the olligation’ that rested upon
every grand jury and sessions to pay implicit
obedience to the law. Inthe county of Lunen-
burg the difficulty lay with the grand jury and
not with the magistrates, and therefore the go-
vernment could take no action in respect to
the latter. Looking at the district of Guysbo-
rough, he was inclined to take a more charita-
ble view than thie hon, member for that county,
for he found that the reasonn assigned was' not
a settled determination to obstruct the law,
bus that the gentlemen who voted on the ocea-
sion referred to were under the impression that
as no election was likely to occur for some
time, therefore no immediate action was requi-
site, and they therefore postponed taking the
step required by law until they were able to
:Lpproach the house by petition, with the hope
of having the Franchise actrepealed. Under
all the circumstances, he was inclined to be-
lieve that if measures were taken to remedy
the difficulty, there would be no opposition on
the part of the magistracy of the county in
question. .

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said that he was
gtad to notice that the Provincial Secretary did..
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not attempt to. justify the action of the magis-
trates, although he was disposed to take a
more charitable view than he himself. He
was close at hand when the difficulty under
consideration arose at Guysboro, and it was a
very significant tact that a distinet party ma-
jority at the sessions expressed their determi-
nation not to act out the policy of the law.
The gentleman who represented the political
opinions of Limself and colleague voted to
carry out the law. It was moved by one of
the minority “that the court proceed to set oft’
the revising sections as the law requires in or-
der that the revisors may be nominated.” Then
the amendment was moved by a gentleman, a
friend of the Provincial Secrctary, © that the
business of setting off the revising sections
and the appointment of revisors be deferred
until the court of general sessions in the Janu-
ary term of 1865 shall ave an opportunity of
petitioning the General Assembly in order to
have the act repealed.” The sessious met in
January, but these genflemen did not attempt
to carry out the purpose of their amendwnent.
They had obtained their object of defeating the
law, and therefore they did not consider iz ne-
cessary to do anything more. He also men-
tioned that in the county of Guyshoro they
were required to perform the duty of carrying
out the lIaw at the supreme court last fall.
hHon. Arry. GEN. asked if the law required
that.

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL replied that he
wag surprised that the Attorney General of
this Province should be so ignorant of the law
as pot to know that at the last scssion of the
house the act in question was passed. The
special sessions was held at the fall term, and
the matter was then to be attended to or not
atall. It was nmere pretoxt to say that wlien
the general sessions came around they would
make an attermpt to hkave the law repealed,
Although an amendinept of this law wus pro-
poesed to enablo that county to have tho fran-
chise extended to them, he did not think it
would have the cficct intended. Ie hoped the
Provincial Seeretary would tale steps to show
these refractory gentlemen that they would
not be allowed to violate the law with im-
punity. '

Mr. C.J. CAMPBELL thought it would be very
hard if the magistrates were treated as harsh-
iy as some thought they shounld be. He con-
sidered the franchise law as most obnoxious
to the people, and expressed his belief that the
country was under theimpression that the part
now in power who opposed it when in opposi-
tion would take measures for its repeal. The
whole tendency of the law was to ¢orrupt the
constituencies of 'the provincs, and therefore
he hoped it ‘would not be kept much longer a
Dlot upon our statute book, ‘

Mr. Ross said that now perhaps the house
could form an idea why the law was not com-
plied with in the county of Victoria,

CONFEDERATION, '

Mr. JosT presented three petitions from Lu-
nenburg which hie stated were against Confe-
deration. ) . o

 Mr. McLELAN presented - a_petition from
Acadia Mines, another from Hebert River,and
two from Lovwer Onslow, on the same subject.

Hon. PrROV. SEC. said that'some misappre-
hension appeared to exist ag to the character
of these petitions., They left the question whe-
ther a union was desirable or not, entirely open.
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They asked for time for the consideration of the
question, Any gentleman who took the liberty
of putting on the back of these petitions that
they were against confederation took an un-
warrantable liberty with them.

Mr. McLELAN said- that the petitions spoke
against Contederation being dealt with by the
present House, and 'in favor of the question
being first submitted to the peopie.

The petition being read, Mr. LoCKE said that
he conceived the tenor of the petition was op-
posed to Confederation, for it stated at the ve-
ry commencement that this people were to be
forced to Le represented at Ottawa by only 19
members.

Hon. ATTY, GEN. replied that any one coulsl
see that the petitionexrs’ desire was to get more
informoation on this important. sulject before
making their minds up.

Mr. ;McLELAN said that the petitioners ear-
nestly prayed that before passing upon the
matter, the people would have an opportunity
of expressing their wishies at the polls.

Mr, STEWART CAMPBELL asked if the peo-
ple were not led to velieve that Confederation
was to be passed instanter. Petitioners, belie-
ving this, asked for delay, The petitions wers
thierefore against Confederation in the sense in
which the Provincial Seeretary acd his friends
had presented the question to the public.

Mr, LoCxe said that the petitions stated at
the very outset that they were going to surren-
der our revenue to a Parlinwent sitting at Ot-
tivwa. :

Hon, ATTY. GENL. said that petitioners ap-
peared rather to wish to khow what they were
going to receive in return for what they gave
up. i

PETITION—MILITIA COMPENSATION.

Mr. MCLELAN presented a petition -from
Robert Corbett, asking for remuneration for
certain services in connection with 1he re-orga-
nization of the militin. The IMinancial Secreta-
ry referred it to the Militia Committee. -

YARMOUTH BANK.

Mr. Krrnan introduced a bill, entitled “ An
act further to amend the act relative to the
Bank of Yarmouth,” and stated that its object
was siinply to alter the time of holding the an-
nual meeting, and to allow the shareholders to
an in the whole amount of their capital stock.

question arose. as.to whether bills in
amendment of those’ already passed should
again pay the fee of $20. It appeared. that
whatever was the original intention of the rule
it had been applied last session to bills of a cha-
racter similar to the one mentioned. . s

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS.

Mr. JouN CAMPBELL presented n petition
from the inhabitants of :North Queens on the
subject of the Union of the Colonies, © = -

Mr. CHAS, CAMPBBLL asked if it was the
intention of the Government. to introduce a
measure during the present session to amend
the Franchise Act. ' The Provincial Secretary
replied that the subject was now under the
consideration of the lixecutive. o

Hon. Prov, SEC. laid on the table the re-

ort of the Fruit Growers’ Association of Nova
Scotia, which was read. - It states that the
efforts of the society have been attended with

~encourafring 8UCCess. .

Hon. Frx. SEC. laid on the table certain peti-
tions respecting road damages, which were re-
ferred to the committee on that subject. )
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Mr, 8. CAnmpBELL asked the government
whether it was the intention to lay the report
of the Adjutant General of Militia upon the
table this seesion,

fTon. Prov Src. replied that it would he
submaitted as =o0n as ready. :

The following bills were reada third time:—
To enlarge the powers of the trustees and
governors of Acadia eollege; To amend chap.
115 I 8. concerning the descent of Real & IMer-

sonal  Property; To change the names of
certain pl in the county of Lunenhurg. To
incorporite Waverly Gold Mining Company ;

To incorp it the Virgin Lodge of Free Ma-
sony; To ineorporate the Acadia Boot & Shoe
Cowpany. :

PATENT LAW,

TTon. My, SiraxNoN woved the seeond read-
ing of the bill he introduced on a former day,
to amend the existing Patent Laws. The
chiject is to grant patents to foreiguers on the
samne terms that our own people can obtain
them in foreign countries, thus establishing a
reciprocity in respeet to this swhject.  Under
the existing inw no foreigner or persons resid-
ing out of th: Provinee, can procure a putent
for an mvention orsecret, Thomover carnest-
ly advocated the provisions of the measure,
and argaed that its adoption would facilitate
manatacturing operations, and wmaterially en-
hance the interests of many Lranches of Pro-
vincial ind

Hon Mr. MocMARLANE said that he was to
some extent in favour of the bill for there
coull e no Jdoubt whatever that the law at
present on onre statate book was excoedingly
restrietive and caleulated to prevent the intro-
duction of n ry iuventions and improve-
ments in thiscountry. e knew of the case
of a gentleman who was desirous of iutrodue-
ing a systent of bridges which was used large-
ly in Canala h great advantage, but could
not do so wider our law,  Ifseme such system
had been adopred here, o large saving woulid
Lave been eifveted in all probability in thiz
country.  In view of the develiopment of our
wining interests he was of opinion sowe
change waas very desivablo,  Fle thonght how-
ever, 1t would he advisablo hefore adopting
the bill of the hon. member for Halifax to sce
what was tha seale of fees in the Uunited States
to_which conuty it had especial reference,

Mr. BLANCUARD said that o had been on
a comumitsee for some years which had to deal
with the question of patents. The policy of
that committee was presty much that of tho
bill now under consideration, but the house by
a larue majority, three sessions ago, passed the
law ag it at present stood. He pomnted out
cases where the law operated prejudicially to
the interests of this country.,

Hon. Axry, GEX. snid that he was to some
extent responsible for the law which is now on
the statute book, and he was still inclived to
uphold it to acertain degree. It would be recol-
lected that on an application for special per-
mission to talke out a patent, he opposed it on
the ground that the article was oune that could
be manufactured by our own workimen., He
was still opposed to opening a floodgate to all
sorts of patents coming in either in the haunds
of the original patentees or their assignecs.—
There were o great many articles manufactu-
red in the States and other countries that could
be introducwd hiere, without subjecting the in-
habitants to the payment of any patent rights,

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

He was inclined to think that whilst we should
not admit those that were iu common use in
other countries, we should allow those that
were new to come into the province. The poli- -
ey of the law in the States was to give a pa- .
tent to a person belonging to any country that |
admitted their own people on the same terwms -~
as they offered, A citizen of the Staies hadto ©
pay $30 for his patent to the institution that en-
quired into the merits of the invention., In
New Brunswiclk the law was very free, but he
Qid not think it was safe togo so far in this
country, for we had not tlie machinery requi-
site to guard against the improper issue of pa- .
tents, He thought it wonid e advisable to
have the matter referred to a speeial committee
for the pnrpose of considering it fully. ‘

Hon. Mr. SHANNON stated that his olject:
was to test the opinion of the house as to the -
policy of the present law.,

Mr. ArcninaLp said that a few years ago
this house, by & very larze majority, aflirined
the principle of the present law. 1t appearad
to Lim that the wmoment we put it into the.
power of any wan to come into this country”
and take out a patent, we subjected thie people
to an amount of aunoyance which we could not:
now conceive, A barty applies for a patent ;-
he swears it is a. new invention; it i veferred
to the Attornzy General, who, naturally
enotizh, kuows nothing about it, and the peti-
tion is granted, The whole difileuity, he
thought, arose from the fact that we had no
officer whose whole business it would be to in-
vestigate the claims of an article to a patent.
Pass the Lill before this house, and the result.
would be that we would have individnals
stalking about the country, threatening cvery-
body who attempted to violate a patent with-
an action. A person wnight contest the right of
the patentee, and justify himsclf in a cours of
lasw ; but who was going through all the para-;
pharnalia and expense in reference to a matter
which shonld have been decided in the firss in-
stance by the Crown Oflicer? Our mechanies:
were now able to go fo the States and see any.
invention of n mechanical character, and come
back and give us the benefits of .their investi--
gation,  One class of patents, however, ho
thought, could be safely introduced: that was,
those of which we coulid not get the sceret on-
merc observation. For jnstance, he understood
there were now certain inventions by which the
gold can be extracted from quartz, even from
that which contained sulphurated matter as at
the * Ovens,” with the exception of two per
per cent.  If that process was a secret, it would
not be introduced into Nova Scotia except by &
patent; and therefore he thought such inven-
tions might be safely allowed to come in, Ile
concluded by expressing his opinion that it
would be preferable to allow the whole subject-
of Patents to be referred to a special commit-
tee, o
Hon. ArTy, GEN, differed from the views of
the member for Colchester. He thought that
if by establishing the reciprocity system a.
Nova Scotian could oltain in the United
States for $30 what it would now cost him $500
it would be as well to alter the law, .

Mr, ARCHIBALD said that if anybody really
discovered any invention of practical value
there was no difficulty in getting his rights
protected, ) ; .

Mr. LRVESCONTE cautioned the house
against opening the door too wide. One Ame-
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rican patentee would take more out of tho
pockets of our peolplq in one year than any of
our inventors would in ten years.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE said that the Ameri-
ean system was sustained by the means of
highly salaried officers, some of whom receiv-
ed $3000 a year. Inthat country a citizen could
obtain a patent by payinginte the treasury
€30 but a British subject, had to_pay $300 for
ihe same privilege.  He thought that some
system of reciprocity should he established.

Hon. FINL, SECKETARY oljected to the
principle of taxing any branch of industry
when there was no need for it. There was no-
thing to prevent any of our mechanies going to
the United States and copying any of their im
provéments and bringing them down here,
and if there wasg a case now and then where
important chemical secrets could be employed
in developing the resources of the county—as
in the easo of gold amalgamating, it would le
a sufticient reason for the House to depart
from its usual policy and give the required
privileges., .

Mr. ToBin said that this Bill would open
aside the door to every patentee of every pos-
sible invention to come in. Any one who
visited the patent office, at Washington, would
find it more like a muscum than anything else.
It a person invented a new handle to a hammer
he would take out a patent for it, and so
it would be here if this Lill was passed,
In Canada the subject was preity much in
the same position as in' this country, and he
would 1ead a clause of a bill introduced into
the Parliament there, which he thought would
meet the views of his hon’ble colleagne.—
The Lon. gentlemen read the clause of the
Canadian act. X

Hon, Mr. SHANNON said that it was almost
useless alluding to the moral aspect of the
uestion, as it scemed to be the established
policy of the county, to pillage everything that
could be got from the brains of the inventor.—
This he did not consider the right policy. If
any one looked abroad at the great manufac-
turing countries of the world, they would find
mechanical and scientific inventors encour-
aged acd fostered. Last summer he jad
travelled in the western states and upon one
occasion he met an intelligent farmeér whom he
yuestionéd upon the subject of the- difficulty of
getting farm laborers in consequence of the
war but lie was told that no inconvenience was
experienced as nearly everything wasg done hy
machinery. That wasone great cause of the
prosperity of “all branches of industry in
that country. Instead’ of being afraid of

these inventions being introduced, he thought-

that. 'we should encourage them in svery
possible way; and tbe result would be that
the people would be largely benefitted. There
was -no doubt that there were important
secrets in ‘conbection with gold ‘amalgamat-
ing “which were unknown to. our people,
aud which it was of the utmost importance
they should obtain. "By the present; restrictive
system we were acting the ** dog in-the man-
i ger” policy, and would neither take advantage
of these advantages ourselves nor allow any
- 'body else to do'so. . : : s

- Hon. ATT. GEN, said he thought he was cor-

"rect when ho stated that they had passed a laxw .

in.the United States, allowing” foreigners to
come in on the same .terms as citizens, when

the same privileges were granted to Ameriean-

citizens, The hon. gentleman read the law to
that effect. This was a subject that required
great consideration, and he thought that a com-
mittee should go out and report upon the whole
subject. e was not dispased to look upon it
in a narrow spirit, but he thought care shoulit
be taken to guard against old patents being
taken out and introduced as new ones.

After some further remarks, the subject was
referred to a special comMnittee, cousisting of
the hon. Attorney General, Killam, Tobin,
Shannon, Archibald, Blanchard and LeVes-
conte. :

TETITION.

Mr, STEWART CAMPBELL presented a peti-
tion from the Postinaster at Sherbrooke, pray-
ing for an increase of salary.

THE REGISTRATION ACT.

Mr. BLANCIHARD asked the government to
lay on the table a return showing what steps
bave been taken to carry, into operation the
act passed in 1864 for the registration of births,
marringes and deaths, and of all payments
made thereunder for, salaries of officers and
othier expenses ; also, whether any officer has
been appointed or is now engaged in cairying
out the wtiuircmenns of said statute, and the
correspondence relating to such appointment,
wlth the principal oflicer’s yeport on the sub-
Jject.

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS.

Mr, BLaxcaanp introduced a bill tofamend
chap. 154, Rov. Stat,—Of the limitation of ac-
tions.

The Pro. Src. announced that his Excel-
lency the Licut. Governor would aitend at the
Council ,Chamber at half-past 2 o'clock the
next day, to assent to a number of bills,

The hon, gentleman called attention to the
advisability of the various committees pro-
ceeding with their work,

The list was called over,

Mr. ToBIN enquired whethier thers was any
probability of the railway depot being brought
into the city ; if not, sometEing ought to be
dcne]to improve the station buildings at Rick-
mond. -

Hou. Pro. SEc. said that it was originally
intended that the depot should be brought
pearer to town, and these buildings were onl
intended for a temporary purpose.  Hence it
bad never been thought advisable to spend
much money upon them. How far the position
of affuirs would bo affected by :the prospect of
the Intercolonial- road, or of connecction with.
the European and North American road, he
was not prepared. to say at present, but there.
‘{M 1;110 immediate intention to change the
depot. . [EE

Mr., DONALD FRASER presented a petition
for aid for a packet Dbetween Pictou “and
Prince Edward Island ; also one relating to
disputed claims for Crown Lands. =~ s

Mr. MILLER enquired when it was proposed .
tqlgake up’ the second reading of the school

After- some conversation it was made the
order of the day for Tuesday next. " -

Then the house adjourned until the next day
at 2 o'clock.” - I R

: WEDNESDAY, 8th March,
The house met at 3 ’clock. ~
K , "ENQUIRY. . - 7
Mr. BOURINOT asked the government to lay-
on the table of the house the annual returns
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since 1854 of all provincial grants for roads,
bridges, breakwaters, wharves, and all other
public works (cxcepting railways) expended
in the several counties regpectively,

on, Prov. Secey. said that the information
asked for could be obtained by any gentleman
on reference to the public journals. Ile
thouglit there ought to be some little limit to
the roequircinents of ron, maembers, The prac-
tice had been invarially only to ask the go-
vornmment to fuinish that information which
was not within the reach of memhers,

Ion. 1N, Sue. said that any person who
looked at rhe paper would see that all the in-
formation vequived could be obtained by refer-
ence to the public acconnts,

My, Bousison said that he was nobt aware
that a refusal vl been ever given to an en-
quiry of the character e had presented. When
the hon, wember for Richmond putan enquiry
respecting matters connected with the Crown
Land, involving a considerable amouunt of
troitble, his request was granted toall intents
and purposes,  His object in putting the ques-
tion he iad was to get a statement that might
be censidered authentice,

{lon. Pro, Sue. said that he was not under
the impression that the hon. member had any
desire to give any unnecessary trouble to the
governient, hnt as respects the information
asked for LY the hon. member for Richmond
it was not aceessible to the members of the
liouse, He had never seen snch an enquiry as
the one in question presented before; he would,
however, lay it before the exccutive.

PETITIONS, &C.

Mr. Ross presented & petition from John
MeLeod and sixty-two others, of Cape North,
Victoria, against confederation.

3r. BouwmNor presented a petition from
Lo Point, C. B, asking for a daily mail.

CROWN LANDS.

Hon. Pro. Sic. 1laid on the table a reply to
the hon. member for Victoria respecting the
petition of the trustees of a Presbyterian
Church at Middle River. He stated that as
fur back as the 4th April; 1864, the executive
committee approved of a report of the Com-
migsioner of Crown Lands which partly dis-
posed of the question, but in the meantime no
action had been taken, as it was understood
some ditticulty and litigation had arisen.

Mr. Ross said that an assault bad been
made on certain parties, and the Crown Coun-
sel bhad taken the matver in hand,

Hon. Pro. Sec. presumed that when that
matter came up the whole question would be
investigated.

The papers were referred to the committee
on Crown Lands.

EDUCATION.

Hon, Mr. McKINxoN presented two petitions
from the township of Tracadie respecting the
Educational act. He mentioned that the hon.
Provineial Secretary was not correct when he
stated the other day that the great bulk of the
petitioners from Antigonishe were opposed to
the school law. By reference to the petitions
it would be seen that the majority of them de-
sired that a large proportion of the money re-
guired for school purposes should come out of
the treasury, and in fact, were in favour of
amendments similar to those now proposed to
be made.

Hon. Pro., SECY. was exceedingly glad to
learn that he had, to a certain extent, wisap-
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prehended the scope of the petitions from the
connty vepresented by his hon. friend, and that
they were in favour of sone such amendments
as were now proposed Dy the government,
Uneler these circumstances the 2163 persons
whom he supposed were opposed to the pres-
ant school law would be considerably lessen-
ed in number,

AGE TROM TS ENCELLENCY

ze was received from His Excell-
eney by the Tieutenant Giovernor requesting
the prescnee of the house in the Couneil
Chamber, On their atteudanco ie wag pleased
to assent to the folllowing bills: :

An Act to amend the Act to Incorporate the
International Coal and Railway Company.

An Act to Incorporate the Caledonia Coal
Mining Company.

An Act to Incorporate the Clyde Coal and
Mining Company.

An Act to Incorporate the Sydney and
Louisbourg Railway Company.

HISTORY OF NOVA SCOTTA.

Hon. Prov. SEkc. laid on the table a mem-
orial from DBeamish Murdoch asking for aid
in the publication of his work on the history of
Nova Scotia, together with a prospectus and
a portion of the same. The lon. gentlernan
stated that the house had, from time to time,
approved of the poliey of giving a certain
amount to parties who were engaged in the
preparation of similar wovrks, and he thought
it was well worthy of the consideration of the
house- whether they should not continue that
policy in the present instance. .

Mr. BouRINOT said that he believed that
no one more competent in this province could
be fonnd tl:an Mr, Mardoch to prepare a work
of such a character, and that wlhen it was com-
pleted it would be found to throw light upen
matters that were now in obscurity.

Hon. Prov. SEC. said, in answer to a ques-
tion put by Mr. Miller, that the work must be
in a considerble state of forwardnoess inas-
much as Mr, Murdoch had devoted 5 years al-.
most exclugively to the preparation of the ma-
terial requisite. .

Mr. BLANCHARD stated that the work was
already finished up to 1810, and that the au-
thor had the remainder in a state that would
enable him to advance its publication rapidly.

Mr. MILLER gaid that everyone must see
the necessity of having the work completed,
if any assistance from the province were to be.
granted.

Mr. ArcHIBALD said that matter could be
arranged by the committee who had it in
charge. .

Mr., ToBIN gave testimony to the value of
such a work as was proposcd, and stated that
the Itnost of the work was already in mani-
seript. : B

The subject was referred to the committee -
on Printing and Reporting.

PETITION. .

Mr. MCLELAN presented a petition from
Onslow against the present school act. .

REGISTRATION. :

Hon, TN, SEgc. laid on the table the reportof =
DMr. Scott, secretary to the Board of Statistics
of the returns under the act passed last session -
concerning  the Registration of Marriages, .
Births, and Deaths. Also a return showing -
the payments for salaries and -other expenses
connected with the act.. Also areturn from °
the Postmaster General giving an account of
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the marriage licenses up to the 31st, Dec. 1864.
The Post Master General asks that the depart-
ment be relieved from the duties of issuing
licenses.

CONFEDERATION,

Mz, JosT presented a petition from James
8mith and others of New Dublin, Lunenburg,
against the Confuderation of the Colonies.

LUNENBURG MATTERS.

Mr. KAULBACK wished the hon. member for
8helburne to lay on the table the answer to
the enquiry he had put the other day concern-
ing the township of Chester, and other matters
connected with the county of Lunenburg. He
did not understand what ohject the hon. gen-
tleman had in making #uch an enquiry, and
thought hre could just as well have obtained
the information through the members of the
county. As faras he was concerned he was
slways ready to answer all qustions respecting
bis constituents.

Mr. LoCKE replied that he belicved the hon.
member for Lunenburghad no right to enquire
into his motives for making the enquiry he
had. He had made it for the purpose of in-
ferming himself in respect to the management
of affairs in Lunenburg.

Hon. FIxN, Src. said thatin all probability
the hon. member for Shelburne wished to see
if the results of his mismanagement of public
affairs, during the time his government were
in power, were still felt by the people of Lun-
enburg. His conscience, doubtless, upbraided
him at ‘imes.

Mr. LooKE hoped the hon, member would
also at some day havethe same burthen on his
conscience.

Mr. KAULBACK said he hoped the hon.
member would lay the papers on the table.

Mr. LoCKE expressed his willingness to let
the hon. member look at them.

Mr. JosT said that so satisfied was he that
the affairs of his country were well managed
ander the present representation, that he was

uite prepared to allow the hon. member for
Shelburne to make what enquiries he thought
proper. }

FOG TRUMPETS.

Mr. ROBICHEAU, chairman of committee on
Navigation Securities, reported in part from
that cowmittee, recommending that a fog
trumpet be placed at Cranberry Island, near
Cape Canso, and at Sambro. .

. Mr. Locke, hon. Fin. Sec., Mr. Miller, Mr.
McLelan, Mr, 8.'Campbell, Hon. Attorney
General, Mr. Blanchard, Mr. Tobin, Mr. Le-
Vesconte, . referred - briefly to the necessity
that existed for the establishment of a trumpet
at Cranberry. Island, and the benefit that it
would be to all vessels, not only those that
pass through the gut, but all that approach our
coasts. - : I
ST. PETER’S CANAL.

Hon. ATTY. GENL, 1aid on the table the re-

port of Mr. Perley, the engineer that was em-

ployed by the government last sumamer for the
purpose of reporting on the St. Peter’s Canal.
The report having been read,—

Mr. LEVESCONTE asked whether the go{'em-‘

ment intended to put anything in the estimate
for the Canal. : o Coo
Hon. ATTY. GENL. said the matter was under.
the consideration of the government, and they
would be prepared to state. their decision in a
few days, perhaps during the present week,

10
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Mr. MiLLER trusted that the government
would deal with the matter with a view to the
interests of Cape Breton. It had been remark-
ed, a few days ago, by the hon. member for
Halifax that if anything like justice had been
done to the eastern section that canal would
have been completed long ago, Every impar=
tial man would bear out the remarks of that
hon. member. This public work should be
treated as public works in Nova Scotia proper,
whatever the cost. The government in the
case of a work like the Pictou Railway, for
instance, did not give four or five thousand
pounds at o time towards its constructior,
but, in o statesmanlike manner, put the who'e
under contract at once. That was the proper
course to pursue in reference to all public
works considered necessary. He trusted it
would be followed in the case of the canal.
‘When the whole sum was given at once, the
work could be constructed much more econe-
mically than if money towards its completion
was given in driblets from Jear to year. He
had no intention to go into any lengthened re-
marks as to the necessity for the work, inas-
much as it had been before the House for years
and ought now to be pretty well understood. Ag
respects a marine railway, referred to by Mr.
Perley he had no besitation in saying that it
would not be received as a boon by the people
of Cape Breton. On the contrary they would
prefer that the money which would be neces-
sary for constructing a marine railroad should
be ex({)ended in public improvements over the
island generally. In conclusion, he expressed
his hope that the government would treat this'
long vexed question in a broad, statesmanlike
spirit, and yield to the wishes of the people of
Cape Breton. ‘

Me, LEVESCONTE s2id he perfectly agreed
with the remarks of his colleague that the rail-
way would be no boon to the people of Cape
Breton. '

- Mr. ToBIN expressed his belief that a rail<
way would not be desirable at St. Peters; if
anything were requisite,it was a canal, He
referred to the experience of the Inland Navi-
gation Company in connection with such en-~
terprizes, and showed the large expenditure
that even a tramway would cost. He hoped
that the canal would sooun be built and the
house relieved of what had long been a stand-
ing grievance. :

Hon. ATTY GENX. 8aid, although he was not
prepared to say that he would urge the ex-
penditure of money for a tram railwayin Cape
Breton, yet no could deny that in certain
localities such works were of great public ad-
vantage. In certain parts of the States whera
they existed, they were found of great use,
He was of opinion with the hon. member for
Halifax that if there was_a grievance -in Cape
Breton with respect to this canal, it should be-
removed, and if there was only some guarantee
that -another grievance would not start up’
after this one was settled, he was inclined to-
think the work would soon be built. . He had-
no doubt that there was every. disposition on
the part’ of the. Government to do. justice to
Cape Breton in this matter., - . - g

fter a few words from Mr. Tobin and Mr. :
Miller in support of their previous remarks,
the subject dropped. -~ L o

.~ ADJUTANT GENERAL’S REPORT. *

Hon., ATTY. GEN. laid on the table. the re- -
port of the Adjutant General’s report for 1864 -
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¥t treated, he stated, of the militia organiza-
tion generally; of the regimental tinances; of
the volunteers ; of the distribution of arms ;
and of thecasualties that have happened them.
A large number had been damaged, being
defective in the first instance, and these would
be doubtless replaced from the ordinance
gtores. Still it was a matter of some import-
ance to the inhabitants that care should be
taken not to distribute arms which would be

liable to cause casualties, among those
who made use of them. Is appeared

from the reporf that in the beginning of
this year, that the whole of the inilitia
of the first class, for actual service, nuinbered
56,111 men, The number that were called out
on Militian duty were 41,811, leaving 14,240 thas
did not attend—the majority of them consisted
of fishermen, and seamen absent temporarily
from their homes, ‘Lhere are in the province
110 regiments of Militia, beside a militia ar-
tillery brigade, There are 110 Licut. Cols.; 146
Majors; 620 Captuins; 6335 First Lieuts.; 410
Secoud Licuts.; 3 Sergeants Majors; 861 Ser-
eants, The whole number of mihitia enrolled
10 1863 was 48,677, and in 1864, 56,111, showing an
increase of 7436, In 1863 there were drilled
34,878, and in ‘64, 41,871, or an incrcase of 6098,
In 1862 the number of volunteers was 1893; in
in 1863, 2010; and 1464, 829; the nuwmber of com-
panies disbanded last year was 38 in all.

The report having been read,

Mr. McLBLAN said that there was one pa-
ragraph of the Adjutant Genceral’s report which
contained rather a reflection upon the charae-
ter of the province and should not be allowed
to go abroad uicontradicted. He referred to
that part which spoke ot the difficulty of ob-
taining proper Ritle Ranges, owing to the un-
dulating nature of the country and to its being
80 denscly wooded. The impression which
would be conveyed would be that no suitable
range could be obtained in the country where-
a3 he was not aware that the difiiculty had
aver been expericnced.

" Mr. PrYOR thought that the Adjutani Gen-
eral had reference to the county ranges, and
the difliculty of finding a proper range in each
district.

. Mr. BLANCHARD said that a stranger would
naturally infer that the country was so densely
wooded as to render it impossible to find room
for a ritle range.

. Mr. ALLISON said that it would be found to
be a fact that in most counties, great diffi-
culties would be experienced in getting proper
ranges.

. Mr. BLACKWoOOD said that there was no
diticulty in his Eart of the country. They
could fire across the beach out to sea.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. said every partof the coun-
try is not so favourably situated. He thought
the Adjutant General had only stated the real
face. 1t was well known that although there
were plenty of places suited in other respects,
yet from their exposed and public position
they could not be used for ritle practice, -1t
was only unfrequented places that would do,
and these were not so easily to be found. In
Auntigonish County the difficulty had been ox-
perienced.

BMr. CoLIN

CAMPBELL had something to
#ay in reference to another paragraph which
referred to the disbandwent of the Weymouth
Rifles, which company he had bhad- the honor
to command. The A«% utant General says that
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“this company was in good order two years
ago, but has since fullen away and been dis-
banded.” He would like the house and the
county to know the reason why this had hap-
pened. They had taken sowme of the best men
of the company and made militia oflicers of
them—some of his privates had been promoted
over his head—and this was the reason
why the numbers had diminished. He did
not think the voluntcers had ever been
treated fairly. It wag too evident that
there was a disposition to break them down in
every possible way. He was informed that in
some cases if’ the returns were not in up to
the very day, they were immeadiately dishand-
ed without further notice. This was not the
way to treat men who had sacrificed so much
time and money as the volunteers of Nova
Scotia. The late Governor, the Marquis of
Normanby, congratulated himself upon- the
tact that when he left the country, he left 5000
efticient voluateers to defend it, the best blood
of the province—men who were trained and
disciplined to the use of arms, and who, when
danger threatened, would be found to the fore.
He would ask where are they now, and whose
fanlt was it that their numbers had decreas-
ed? He thought that the volunteers had been
shamefully used, and he spoke from {)ersonal
experience—as one of them. They had to goto
all sortsof expense and sacrifice their tite
and comtort in making themselves efficient,
and then received no sortof coumsideration
whatever from those whase duty it should bo!
to foster and encourage them in every possible
way. ' :

Mr, ArRCHIBALD held in his hand a commu-
nication from an officer connected with: the'
Rothsay Blues Rifle Corps at Truro, which
disclosed great hardship to which he would
like to draw the attention of the government.
It appears that the gentlemen counected with
that company, not only had to incur the usual
expenses which had to be borne in common
with their brother volunteers, but théy had to/
put their hands in their pockets and contribute,
something like $600 for the erection of ‘a ‘drilk
shed, and now that the company has been dis-
banded through no fault of theirs, it is pro-
posed to hand their property over to the govern-
ment. There was still a debt upon the build-
ing, from which, at all events these gentlemen
should be relieved. :

Hon. ATty GENL. said that by referring to’
the report of the last inspection of the Rothsay
Blues it would be found thas they only must’
ered upon parade—1 Captain, one 1st and ons:
2nd Lieuts, 3 Sergeants and 29 men so thay
they did not come up to the strength required:
by law. There was no doubt that the Volun~
teers were the best qualified to receive Militia
Commissions, and 1t was probably owing to
the fact that a large number of these had gons.
into the Militia service, that so many volun-
teer companies had beer disbanded for want
of sufficient mon, s

Mr. ARCHIBALD again expressed his opinion,
as to the hardship of the case. T

Mr. BLANCHARD said it was. evident that
the small number of men in attendancge could
not have been- the .reason for disbandment,
because on looking at the list it wonld be,
found that several other companies had a less
number of men and yet were not disbanded. -

Mr. CoLIN CAMPBELL said that, alglough,
his company had only turned out. one. less:
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than the number roquired by law, it had been
disbanded, and he had felt that he bad been so
unjustly treated that he did not think that it
was worth bis while to use fresh exertions to
get up the effective strength of the compauny
when, perhaps, the menjwho had served their
five ysars would be treated as all other volun-
teers had been in Nova Scotia, with neglect,
and almost with contempt, and after all the
time spent in making themselves efficiént, be
sent back to the militia ranks.

Dr. BrownN observetl that the surgeons had
been omitted from the list.

Hon. Prov. Ste, said in reference to the po-
sition of the Voluntear force and tho Militia
vrganization that upon more than one ocoasi-
on, he had called attention to the great dith-
culty of maintaining the Volunteer organiza-
tion upon an etiicient footing in a country like
this. Lord Mulgrave had undertaken the
formation of the Volunteer system in
this province, and there was no doubt
that his efforts had been eminently successful,
although the success was to a large extent due
to the fact of the novelty of the undertaking.
ven in IEngland where the movement origin-
ated ,in the idea that it was necessary that
some steps should be taken to preserve the
national honor in v'ew of foreign invasion,
where it received the patronage of Royalty,
and the learty co-operation of the Peer-
age and the landed gentry of the country
—where in point of fact all classes com-
bined to give 1t a mnst liearty support—even
there, with all these favorable circumstances
the government found it was necessary in or-
Jder to maintain the system on a proper footing
to psy the Volunicers, from the public
"[reasury, a pound sterling per man per an-
num. He had always said that too much
praise could not be given to the Volunteers of
this provinee for the gpirit which they evinced
in coming forward at a time when the militia
force wasin astate of desuetudo, and something
had to be done for the local defences-of the
country. They bad come forward and rendered
themselves soefficient as tocompatre favorably
with any other organization in the world. In
point of nuwnbers, when the rclative popula-
iion was taken into consideraticn, they equal-
led those of England, and as regards efficicney
ag he said before, they could hold their own
with any others. Yet still, while fully admit-
ting the success of the movement, he had al-
ways been convinced that in a.country like
this, where time is so valuable, great difficulty
would be experienced in maintaining the sys-
tem after the novelty had worn off. In the city
it might possibly be done, but in the country,
where the people are scattered overu large
area, it was almost impossible. He did not
think the organization had ever receiveed
proper encouragement from those in authority,
and in saying this he did not wish to cast any
reflection upon any one governuient more than

another, for he was aware that he was open to °

a share of blame. 1t was not much a matter
of surprise to him that the movement had
rather declined. It was the natural gesultof
the circumstances he had alluded to, although
he did not think it would have been so much
the case had not the militia organization been
placed upon its present comparative state of
efficiency. He had no hesitation in saying that
a large.amount of tho success which lhad at-
tended the re-organization of the militia service
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was justly due to the voluntserforce. Instead
of the member for Digby (Mr, Campbell) being
offended at thefact that some of his volunteers
had received militia commissions, he should
consider himself complimented at the ilea that
his men should Dbe considered fitted above
others to receive promotion. He had no doubt,
that what that hon. gentleman cowmplained. of,
was the cage in either parts of the provines,
and that many of the volunteers would now
b found holding militia commmissions.

Hon. Prov., Secy. concluded by ack-
nowledging the great claims the Volunteers
had upon the gratitude of the country, and as
regards the individual case of hardship pre-
sented by the member for Colchester, e said
it would reccive due consideration.

Mr. CoraN CAMPBELL reiterated his cop-
viction that the Volunteers had been made
use of, and then sacrificed in order to build up
the militia system.

Hon. Mr. Suanyox said that in town the
twe systerns seetsd to work together; a good
many militia ofticers were privates in Volup-
teer companies, and performed duty in both
capacities,

Mr. TOBIN could rot understand how gen-
tlemen could consider the militia system on
an eflicient footing when the men were not
armed. He would like to ask his hon. friend
from Lunenburg (Mr. Kaulback) what he
could do with his men, without arms. He
thought the sooner they were supplied from
some source the better. If he was rightly in-
formed, those that had been supplied to the
Voluateers, came from the Imperial Govern-
ment. He thought it was time we begun todo
something for ourselves, This subject ot the
local defence of the couptry was a most serious
one, ard deserving of the utmost attention,
They had only to look across the borders, and
see what their neighbours were doing to be-
come impressed with the necessity of takin
some action in the matter, 1t was wonderfi
to sce the powers put forth by the Nortls in
this great struggle. Belore the war commen-
ced, she had not more than 14,000 soldiers,
half of whom went with the Sounth, and a very
few ships of war. Since then she had placed
in the field 800,000 men, at a cost of one hun-
dred wmiliions of dollars, besides having in her
Navy some 500 ships of war. 1t behoved us,
therefore, to prepare in time, for we knew nos
what a day might bring forth.

Mr. BLACKWOOD was sorry that tho volun-
teer system was dying out. He considered
that it possessed many advantages over the
militia system—the one was voluntary aud
the other forced, and you could not rely with
the same certainty upon the men in the latter
case as in the former. If the volunteer force
was dwindling away, it was necessary that
sotrething should be done to place the militia
upon a more eflicient footing, for he considered
they were {ar from that now. :

Mr. PRYOr was glad that the efficiency of
the militia was beginuing to attract the atten-
tion of the house; and he hoped that they
would deal with it in & liberal spirit. -

Hon. ATTY..GEN. remarked that in some
parts of the conntry she volunteer system waa
really obnoxious to these engaged in the mili-
tia business, inasmuch as advantage was
taken of it to elude serving in the militia; and
in mwany cases they .actually served in neither
one’ branch of the service nor the other, No



76

doubt this had somoe weight with the anthori-
ties in dishanding some of the companies,
He would make enquiry as to the reasons why
s0 many companies had heen disbanded, and
he had no doubt that satisfactory explanations
would be given,

Mr. KAULBACK expressed his opinion that
the voluntcers had not received proper en-
couragement, The impregsion had got abroad
that having served their purpose they werc
not wanted any more, and that idea no doubt
had operated largely in causing the disorgan-
ization of so many companies. e had parti-
cular reference to the volunteers in his own
county. As regards thoe state of the militia
there—hc was pleased to find that the Adjt.
General referred in complimentary terms to the
regiment he had the honor to command. He
was bound in honor to say, however, that that
efficiency was due in a great measure to the
voluntecr companies at that place. He agreed
with the momber for Halifax, that in view of
complications that might arise with our neigh-
bours, it was necessary that the militia should
be armed. If any trouble should unbappily
arise with that country, no doubt Lunenburg
would Le specially favored, as it would be
remembered that during the last American
war that place was taken by the enemy, and a
bond g'ven by the inhabitants by way of ran-
som, which had never been redeemed.

Mr. LEVESCONTE enquired whether the go-
vernment considered that in the case of inva-
sionall persons found in the possession of arms
were liable to be shot, not being in uniform,

Hon. Prov. SEc. was rather inclined to
doubt the policy of a small province like ours
arming the few men we had to prepare for an
invasion from such a force as could be brought
to bear upen us. In the meantime a great deal
Lad been done, and could yet be done, without
arms; the primary thing was to get the men
enrtolled, and instructed in the rndiments of
drill, and to get the officers qualified for their
dutics, The subject, however, was now en-
gaging ithe attention of the Commander-in-
Chief, and would soon be brought under the
notice of the house.

Dr. BrowN presented two petitions from
North Xings’ against Confederation.

Mr. SITANNON presented a petition from the
Iducational Association of Nova Scotia. Also
introduced a bill to add an electoral district in
‘Western Halifax.

ENQUIRY, &C.

Mr. McLELAN requested the government to
inform the house wliether any Provincial De-
bentures had been sold, for the purpose of
raising money for the construction of the Pictou
Railway, and if any, the amount—the rate of
interest they bear—the premium obtained, if
any—the names of purchasers, and the mode
of disposal.

Mr. BALCOM presented a petition from Sheet
Harbour, praying aid to remove obstructions
from the East River.

Mr. KAULBACK handed in the returns sub-
smitted by the government in answer to a re-
quest of the member for Shelburne relative to
lunatics chargeable in the county of Lunenburg.
He might find it necessary to refer to them at
a future day. :

The House then adjourned until 3 o’clock,
next day. .
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THURSDAY, March 9, 1865.
The house met at 3 o’clock,
GEOLOCICAL SURVEY,

Hon, Pro. SEC. laid on the table the repors
of a geological survey made hy Rev. Dr. Hon-
eyman, In reference to the report, the hom.
centleman stated that when Dr. Honeywan
was in England he read a paper before the
Royal Ueological Society on the geology of
Arisaig; and subsequently called the attention
of the government to the fact that some inves-
tigations which he had made whilst preparing
for the International Exbhibition, could be ex-
tended at a comparatively small expense,
Measures would have been taken by the Gov-
ernment for an efficient geological survey, but
for causes to which he need not now particu-
larly refer. It was considered not improbable
that the subject would be dealt with in a more
efficient manner under diflerent arrangements
that might be made. The government, how-
ever, thought they woull be actiug in the in-
terests of the Province if they authorized the

rosecution of the work commenced by Dr,

oneyman, and assumed the responsibility of
making an advance, in the first instance of
$20, to obtaina number of copies of the paper
read by that gentleman in London; and in the
second place, a further sum of $400 to enable
him to continue his researches, which were at-
tended with most interesting results in con-
nection with the geology of this F'rovince.

A number of crgxies of the report were or-
dered to be printed.

LICENSE LAW.

Mr. S. McDONNELL introduced an act to
amend the law relative to licenses. The law,
ag it at present stood, rendered void notes,
agreements, specialities, and all documents
given in whole or part payment for intoxicat-
ing liquors. It was, however, most unfair,
since it had an ex post facto operation. This
object was to remedy this defect. He consi-
dered that some provisions jn the license law
were most tyrannical, and did not reflect much
credit upon the legislature thai passed them.
He was afraid some gentlemen were influenced
by their zeal for temperance to go too far and
try impossibilities.

Dr. HAmILTON said the question might
arise whether it was wise to adopt any licenss
law at all. If we admitted the sale of spiritu-
ous liquors, he did not see why we should tie
it up. The hon. memher for Inverness had
said the house had dealt injudiciously with the
subject, but he would like that hon. member to
say why we should deal wiih it at all.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE said that the provie
sions of license laws were sometimes 80 ex-
ceedingly stringent thatin many instances it
was. found impossible to carry them out. He
was desirous of aidinghtemperance whenever
it was practicable, but he did not think it was
wise to go to such extremes as some would.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that it had becoms
fashionable to say that license laws were ty-
ranuical, but he would undertake to say that,
with the exception of one section, our law wasg
not more oppressive than was any other muni+
cipal regulation. The section of which he-
spoke had been brought to the notice of the
committee to whom the subject of the licensa
law had been referred, and 1t would probably
be amended. He thought that the bill of his
hon. colleague might be submitted to the same
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ecommittee, and if it was shown to be necessary
no doubt it would be adopted. .

Mr. LEVESCON1E thought that the law was
most unjust in the case refeired to by the in-
troducer of the bill.

Mr. 8. McDoNNELL again pointed out that
the law in this respect had a retrospective
operation.

BILLS REPORTED.

Hon. Mr. SIIANNON, chairmen of committee
om private billy, reported up the following:—To
incorporate the New Glasgow Marine Insur-
ance company; to incorporate Miré Bay Har-
bor company; to incorporate Sydney and Bras
d’0Or Bteamboat company; to authorizs the
sale of Parsonage lot azd house at North West
Lunenburg; to alter the time of holding ses-
sions in Barrington; to amend the act to mcor-
porate the Glace Bay mining company.

RIVER FISHERIES.

Mr. BLANCHARD stated that he had intro-
duced on a previous day a petition from a
number of‘the inhabitants of Margaree, Inver-
ness, comnplaining that the act passed last scs-
sion on “ river fisheries,” bore hardly upon the
fishermen, and was only for the benefit of
“ gentlemen sportsmen.” 8ec. 5 of chap. 95, R.
8., provides that no net should be set for the
catching of salmon within a mile from the
mouth of theriver. The bill he now introduced
in accordaunce with the prayer of the petition in
question, was intended simply to reduce the
distance in the county from one mile to a quar-

tor.

The bill was read a second time by consent,
and referred to the committee on River Fish-
eries.

CITY BILL.

Mr. PRYOR, chairman of committee on city
bills, reported up o bill, ent:tled * An Act to
authorize thie city to borrow money to pay off
the debt upon the market Nouse.”

PETITIONS,

Mr. G. 8. Browx presented a petition from
Yarmouth in reference to the school act.

Mr. Pryor presented two petitions—one
from Lower Prospect, and another from Ter-
ence Bay, against the Union of the Provinces.

Mr. MILLER presented two petitions from
Richmon4 on the same subject.

Mr. DONALD FRASER presented a petition
from the town of Pictou, asking for amendment
in the license law.

Mr. ROBICHEAU presented a petition from
Weymouth, praying for an alteration in the
prosent school law.

BILLS. i

Mr. DoxNALD FRASER introduced a bill in
accordance with the prayer of the petition pre-
viously referred to, “ to provide for the expen-
diture of duties arising from the sa'e,of licenses
for intoxicating liquors in the town of Pictou.”

Mr. BouRINOT introduced an act to confirm
certain grants, and authorize further grants of
land in the island of Cape Breton, :

THE SCHOOL ACT.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL said—I rise for
the purpose of asking leave of the house to
present a bill entitled * An act in addition to
chap. 58 of the third series of the R. 8. of pub-
lic instruction, and ratifying and confirining
proceedings therein,” I may mention what is
well known to gentlemen around these bench-
68 that in accordance with the act that was
passed last session procesdings were taken to

establish schools in all parts of the country,
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and in some places parties neglected to adopt
any of the provisions of the chapter. No pro-
visionwas made, therefore, to enable persons to
obtain the means of education and, at the same
time, receive a share of the legislative grant
for the remaining half of the present year,
The principal object of this hill is to enable
parties throughout the country who wish to
adopt the provisions of the school act to have
the means of doing so on the same principles
as were in force last year. A bill has been al-
ready introduced by the government which
will be of course considered at a future day,
but it will not go, if passed, into operation un-
til the first day of Novemsber next. It has
been, therefore, found advisable to bring in the
bill I now hold in my hand to provide for the
term up to that date, Whatever may bo the
opinion of the legislature, whatever may
De its action in referemce to the Llill on
the general subject of education, I take it
for granted that the house will see the necessi-
1y of making provision for all sections where
schools do not now exist. I have now stated,
the main object of the bill, but nevertheless I
shall briefly run over its different clauses for
the information of the house. The first clause
provides for bolding meetings in May, which
ars to be called by the Inspector. The Ingpec-
tor will decide what time in the month of May
he will call that meeting. Under thatclause
therefore, the inhabitants will have an oppor-
tunity of appointing trustees and of deciding
whether they shall adopt the school act or not.
The second clause provides for the appoint-
ment of three trustees, either at any of these
meetings called by the Inspector, or, if neces-
sary, at any adjourned meeting. The third
clause provides that, if the meeting decide to
support a school for the period of tive months,
aud adopt assessment as the principle upon
which that school is to be maintained, the
trustees can assess for the sum which isto be
collected by their secretary from the roll of
1864—the last made up, and therefore the more
likely to be correct. The fourth clause provides
that when subscription is adopted and fails,
the amount can be raised by assessment, which
is the principle of the old law. By this mneans
the trustees who have entered into coutracts
with scheolmasters will be able to indewmnify
themselves. The fifth clause imposes a penalty.
of $20 on a trustee or collector refusing to act,
or failing in his duty, and provides the machi-
nery by which it may be collected. The sixth
clause empowers the trustees to borrow money
for the erection of a school-house. If the new
billis to come into operation in. November
next, it is obvious that the necessary stejs
should ‘be taken  to make provisions f(z
ocarrying it out .satisfactorily. - The seventh
clause provides that in all cases up to the time
of the passing of the act, where trustees bave
estimated tov small a sum, they may have an
opportunity of refunding themselves by asses:~
ment. There wero some cases which had beemn
brought to the notice of the Superintendent of!
Education where parties, by mistake, had eg-
timated too small an amount—in seme cases by.
as much as $100. The trustees, knowing no-
thing of the mistake entered into arrangements
with the teachers and brought the schools
into operation. In none of these cases is there-
any opposition to the assessment. principle.
The eighth clause defines the duty of trustees.
It incorporates  several provisions that are
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contained in the bill1aid on tho table the other
day. It has, however, one new provision en-
abling the trastees to determine on the site of
school houses, They are, to furnish school ac-
commodation. 1t also provides schooling free
of charge to all persons resident within the
saction of five years and upwards. [t makes
provision for the different grades of sehools,
and for blending them together, The ninth
clause provides for arrangements to be made
between the governing body of any academi-
cal or other institution drawing a distinct grant
from the legislature, and three trustees of any
school, for the purpose of incorporating the two,
to turther the advantage of the section where
they may be situated. There are cases where
persons might be contributing to an acidemi-
cal institution, and it would be hardly fair for
them to pay to the general assossment fuund
without receiving any benefit in return. Itis
the same clause thatis in the new act. The
tenth clause gives to trustees of any
dection the power of admitting to school
privileges pupils from other sections under cer-
tainterms. The eleventh clause gives the trus-
tees power to suspend or expel any pupil from
a school who shall persist in disobedience or
be guilty of any vice that may demoralize the
other pupils. It also provides for the dismissal
of any tsacher for gross neglect of duty, or im-
morality, The trustoes are to acqu.iing the ex-
aminer with their decision, and be shall for-
ward a statement of the inatter to the superin-
tendent, aid the pay of any such teacher
shall cease unless otherwise ordered by the
Board of Commissioners on an appeal by the
party accused. The twelfth clause allows the
trustees to call a special meeting to transact
any nccessary business other than what is re-
quired to bs performed atthe general meet-
ings. The thirteenth clause gives to the pro-
vincial examiners the power of granting li-
cetrses to teachers. The fourteenth clause rati-
fies the proceedings at those meetings where
the law has been adopted which have not been
altogether regular. The fiftcenth .lause isin
reference to Colchester and Queens, which
have two distinet boards, and in the appendix
to the act of lass year the grant was put down
for these connties in one smin. 1t was divided,
however, by the council of public instruction
on the proper scale, but the law specifically
gave it to each county in one lump. The six-
teenth clause confirms the lines of school sec-
tions, as not laid down by the council of pub-
It instroction, ‘until altered. In fact, I may
gay, the chief object of the bill is to legalize
érrors that have arisen in consequence of’ par-
tles who have adopted the law in good faith
1ot proi;erly appreciating its provisions.

Hon Prov. SEC. said that the policy of the
government in relation to the important sub-
Ject of Education had been already explained
o the house in connection with the bill laid on
the table a few days ago. The ohject of the
Present bill was simply to provide all the faci-

ities that were possible for the schools of the
country during the ensuing six months,—ena-
bling meetings’ to be held  were they have
neglected to hold them, and providing for the
arrangement «f technical ditliculties which
bave ovcurred ‘under the law, and legalizing
certain  irregular proceedings - which pro-
ceeded from a misapprehension -of the pro-
visions of the Statute. © Whatever . opinions
géntlemen might have as to the policy of the
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existing law—as to the mode in which it should
Lo altered to meet tho necessitios of the couns
try, hetook itlor granted that thero was no
deubt as to the propriety of this house, by aun
enactment such as was now proposed by his
hon, friend, rendering legal the action which
lias been taken by the inhabitants in differens
sections for the purpase of putting schools into
operation. e was sure that every one would
at once gee the necessity of removing dificult-
ies whiclr now existed in carrying on the edu-
cation of the county, .

Mr, ArcCHIBALD, who was almost inaudible,
said that all matters connected with education
were of too great importance to be disposed of
in a few ciirsory observations. When the
whole subject camne up legitimately, then he
would ¢nter into the merits of the question as
fully ag the vital consequences involved de-
manded at his hands,

Hon, ATTY.GEN. sald that there wag no new
principle endeavored to be established in con-
nection with the present bill. The acts of
grand juries, of sessions, and of various public
oflicers, had frequently to be legalized,

Mr. BLANCHARD considered “it inadvisable
to pass the present bill before the general mea-
sure on edncation was first disposed of; alarge
portion of the furmer was taken from the lat-
ter. He thought the bill shiould be printed.

Hon, PrROV. SEC. replied that, alter the new
hill as you might, it would not change the ob-
jectof the present act, 1ts object, as he had
stated, was merely to facilitate the manage-
ment of educational matters up to the period
when the wew act would, if passed by the
house, go into operation. :

Mr, 8. CAMPBELL expressed his opinion that
the main bill introduced the other day should
be the first one disposed of.

Mr. ARCHIBALD also gave it as his opinion
that the main bill should be the first discussed,

After some further observatiouns, it was
agreed that the bill should be printed immedi-
ately for the information of membors.

HARBOUR-MASTERS AT SYDNEY.

Mr. BouriNotT introduced an act to autho-
rize the appointment of & harbour-master at
Sydney, C.B. The law, he stated, nosw provi-
ded for harbour-mnasters at Spanish River, but,
as the house was aware, there were two potts
on the river, one of which had already such an
oficer. The present bill weut to provide for &
harbor-master at Syduey town, and detined the
liwits assigned to. each, .

PECPLE'S BANK. :

Mr. ToBIN introduced a bill to amend the
act incorporating the People’s Bank of Halifax.
He stated that its object was merely to make
a few iinmaterial amendments, and to aiter the
time -of holding the .annual meetings. No
change in the charter was contempla

PETITIONS, oo

Mr. RAY presented a petition from ninety-
four persons in Annapolis Royal, requesting
a repeal of the present sehool act.

Alsg, a petition from Annapolis county rela-

tive 10 the dog tax. : :
ASSESSMENT. . o
Mr. DONALD FRASER introduced an actto
amend chap.46, R. 3.,—Of county asssssment. .
Mr.: STEWART CAMPBELL hoped the house_
would pause before they put a revision upen.
almost every chapter of the Revised Statutes.
‘Fhe whole qnestion of assessinent was fully:
disposed of-last session. o e
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HonFrx 8¢, said that the Revised Statutos
could not bo considered perfect, but that
amendments must naturally be made as cir-
cumstances required it. A court representing
the public voice of Pictou, had thought it pro-
per to have the present law amended as to the
amount of pay they were willing to givo to
public servants, and he could not see why any
one should object to that,

Mr. MILLER thought the house should bave
» uniform policy on the question, and he did
not see any reason for making an amendment
in the existing law for the snke of the county
of Pictou. The whole question was fully dig-
cussed last session, and disposed of by a large
majority of the house, and yet they were
now called upon to stultify themselves. Al-
ready was the house asked to bring in a
measure repealing the pllotage act, in refer-
ence to Pictou, though the howe had affirmed
itg policy last winter by a-very large majority.
Ho did not see any re: son why the hLouse
should stultify itself to obiige that county.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said the house was not to
assume that the revised statutes were perfect,
but he thought if the petition in the present
case came from the hody of the people he
would give it mors attention than he could
rive to the application of men who wished to
iave their pay increased. He thought the
house should have a general policy on this
question. ’

Hon. FIN, SEC. replied that public servants,
if they were to be paid at all, should receive a
sum equivalent to the timeand attention they
gave to the public service. There was not a
man on the frand jury who could not earn
more than a dollara day in his ordinary avoca-
tions. The balf dollar they now received was
altogether inadequate. The magistrates who
sat in the sessions as the guardians of the pub-
lic interests sanctioned the present bill and the
grand jury who reguested themtodeal with this
matter were men who would not. receive any
benefit if it passed, for thie assessment has been
already made. As to the remarks of the hon.
member for Richmond in reference to-Pictou.
he would allow them to pass for just what they
were worth. ‘

The subject then dropped.

Mr. DONKIN presented a petition from Ed-
ward B. Oxley and 95 other inhabhitants of
River Philip, county of Cumberland, asking
that the subject of Confederation be submitte
to the people. The following bills were read
athird time:—Further to amend the act to au-
thorize the erection of a Court House and’ Jail
in Yarmouth—To legalize the assessment-tolis
of the County of Lunenburg, - _

Mr. KAULBACK presented 2 petition from
Middle LaHave, asking for delay before action
was taken on'the subject of the Union of the
Colonies. ‘ ‘ ;

The house went into commitiee on. bills,
Y‘as_sed the folllowing:—To incog)oram [

[ew Glasgow Marine Insurance om}pviang'—-
To amend the act to incorporate the Glace Bay
Mining Company—To alter the time of holdiiig
the General Sessions of the Peace in Barring-

ton, . .
“Phen the committee adjourned, and reported

pro
T
nextdiy.

€88, .
%Z,f the house adjourned unti 3 o'clock the,
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FRIDAY, 10th March,
The house et at 3 o’clock.

Mr., BraNcuHarD introduced an actto in-
corporato the Scotia Lodge of ¥rce Masons,
C:mninﬁ.

Mr. DONKIN presented a petition from 8
number of inhabitants of Parrsboro’ against
the present School Bill,

THE PASSFORT SYSTEM,

Mr. BouriNoT said that he hsd Leen re-
quested to put a question to the (Government
whether there had been any communication
received by them with regard to the passpors
gystem between this Provines and the United
States. He noticed in a telegram to the city
papers that the order had been rescinded in
regard to Canada.

Hon. PROV. SEC. replied that no communi-
cation had been reecived touching any propos-
ed alteration in the present system. He was
exceedingly glad to see in the Iinglish news
that in consequence of communications that
had taken place between the British Govern
ment and the United States authorities, the
determination hail heen arrived at to discon-
tinus the systetn as respects Canada. He
hoped that this also inclunded the Maritime
Provinces., He was inclined to believe that
the fact that Canada only was mentioned arose
from the want of inforination that so frequent-
Iy characterised commupications with re<
ference to British America. He couki not
imagine how so extraordinary an act should
be committed as discontinuing the systera be~
tween the States and Canada and keepingit
in force as regards these Lower Proviuces.
‘Whilst there might have been some plausible
reasong for having a passport system betwen
Canada and the United States, there had
been none why. there should be such an obs
noxious and inconvenient proceeding carried
out in respect to the Maritime Provinces. Com-
muupication would be had with the Imperidd
authorities at Washington upon the sub{lectg
and he had no doubt that the system, which
was attended with great inconvenience and éx-
pense, would be also repeaivd with respect tq
these Provinces. ’

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that he was afraid the
Prov. Secretary was anticipating too much in
supposing the Passport sybtem was abandoned
as regards the Lower Provinces. Heregrotted
to be obliged to say, that not only wag
the system not discontinued, but that it was
exercised in such a way as_to create the im-
pression that it was used in this community
not so much as a matter of national safety;
but as an instrument of Fersonal annoyance,
He had the authority of a leading merchant ixf
this city, to say, that the United States authoé~
ritles ‘here refused to vise the ]{mssporta' of
gentlemen in this community of the first ohae
racters and standing; whose business calted:
themn to thef?t?telg; and iwltlgd;vlere lat;gve t;l*
suspicion of interfering‘in theit local disputes’
Ha[()iid not question the right of any country
to exclude such foreigners a4 they ehoose:from
entering their ‘borders, byt he coult not- hely:
thinking that it was a very ubhwise exorcisé'o
that power, if it was exercissd in sucha w&g.

astd 1éad to the cbnglu',slﬁbi_(jg::ixsed for play=
pos_gg Qghpeimgz;#l‘; and ihd;;if oy oppmm
an he thonght it unworthy of thegreat nslby
wtbg,apt‘,‘xt);x‘otq_g"i S SR
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CORRECTION,

Mr. ToBIN corrected an error which he no-
ticed in a report of some few remarks be had
made in referonce to the militia on a previous
day. He was made to suy that the expenses
of the North since the war commenced amount-
el to one hundred million of dollars. What
Be did say wag, that the army estimates for the
[‘u‘eﬂenb yoar were over one hundred million
dollars. When the war broke out the United
States had only 41 ghips of war, whilst now
they were increased to 671 shups, 54 of which
were monitors and iron clads, He thought it
advisable to correct the mistake of the repor-
ter, inasmuch as the papers coutaining tho
debates went abroad, and it might not be
known where it originated.

Mr. BLanNciarp pointed out an error of the
printer in placing his name to somo remarks
which were made by Mr. Blackwood, and vice
nersa, in the same debate. e was made to
say that in his county they could fire across
the beach out to sea whereas it was Mr, Black-
wood who said so,

Hon. AT1. GEN, called attontion to the un-
fairness of some of the papers that did not
publish the official reports.

CONFEDERATION,

¥ Mr. LOCKE presented four petitions from the
township of Shelburne against the Univon of
the provinces. He also stateed that helunoticed
in one of the papers a telegram that Canada
was going to take certain action on the ques-
tion of Confederation, and therefore ho wished
to know whather the government had had any
eorrespondence on the subject,

Hon. Pro. Skc. replied that the government
had recefved no ofticial communication from
the government of Canada upon the s&bject,
bus at the same time he made that statement
ho thought it right to add that the substance
of the telegram, as it exactly appeared, was
communicated to him by a member of the
Canadian government. He did inot regard
that as an oflicial communication in the real
scene of the term.

Mr. 8. M¢DONNELL said he noticed that the
petitions presented on the suhject under con-
sideration were styled * with regard to Confe-
deration.” Ile considered that these petitions
were, to all intents and purposes, against the
scheme. .

Mr. LOCKE said the good sense of the coun-
try would tell at once that they were against
Confederation.

Mr. P. SmyTH presented "a petition from
Ship Harber, in Inverness, against Confedera-

on. :

Mr. ROBERTSON expressed his opinion that
all the petitions were not really against the pro-
posed  Union, ) S

Hon. ATT. GEN. replied that the people
wished time for thie cousideration of the ques-
tion, They:were certainly against legislating
upon it this session, but they did not express
any opinion adverse to the scheme. -

-Mr. 8, MCDONNELL said that the Attorney
General could not, by any amount of ingenauity,
construc these petitions in any other way than
that they are opposed to Confederution. They
wers opposed to the consummation of the
measure at the present time, and there was
not & single word in them in its favor.

_Mr. MILLER was surprised that gentleman
should argue the question. Petitioners said
they did'not wish the house to deal with the
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question, but to leave it to them to decide
in reference to it. They gave a significans
hint what they would do with it if they got
hold of it. *

Hon. ATTY, GEN. supported his position by
reference to the state of things that occurred
in connection with the measure touching the
Incorporation of the Counties that was before
the house somo years ago, The fact that the
people said they wanted time for consideration
proved that they had not yet made up thelr
winds either to opposc or reject it.

Mr, STEWART CAMIBELL said that the pe-
titioners not only expressed their anxiety less
this measure shoulil be passed during the pre-
sent session, but they wished to obtain from the
governmenta pledge thatit would not be carried
through until it had been first passed upon by
the people at the polls, Tho house had now
been in session for a month, and a large num-
ber of petitions, containing very many signa.
turcs, had been presented, aud he thought it
was about time that the government of this
country should relieve the people from the
anxiety they now felt lest this measure shounld
be passed through during the present ses-
sion.

PETITIONS,

Hon. Mr, MCFARLANE presented a_petition
from certain persons in Parrshoro asking for
an alteration in the School Law. This petiti-
on which was most elaborate and contained
&dr{:zft of a proposed act was read by the

slerk.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL presented to the Finan-
cial Secretury the petition of Henry Peitch
and others asking forremuneration for placing
buoys in the harbour of Canso. It was subse-
quently laid on the table.

Mr, BOURINOT presented @ petition from
Mire, C. B., asking for a daily mail to Sydney.

INLAND FISHERIES. ‘

Mr. LEVESCONTE reported in part from the
committee on the Fisheries that the bill intro-
duced on the previous day and referred to thas
committee by Mr. Blanchard was not, necess-
ary. Petitioners were under the misapprehen-
sion that shear nets could not be used whereas
they could be, the law only referring to bag
nets.

Mr, BLANCHARD was glad to have the ex-

lanation of the hop. mewber for there

een an impression that the statute referred
not only to bag but those which were common-
1y called shear nets, .As his coustituents had
a right to set these nets, it was uunecessary
to have the bill he had introduced passed.

Mr. Le VESCONTE also brought to the no-
tice of the house that large quantities of fiah
were detained in the locks of the canal, and
the largest size were only taken whilst the
others were left torot upon the shores. He
would therefore wish the attention of the
Custos of Hants to be called to the m:iter.

Mr., PARK®R mentioned that the Shubena~
cadie was between the two counties, and - the
sessions of neither made provisions to remedy
the. evil complained of. Great injury was
done since destroying the gaspereaux
salmon were also destroyed. He trusted -that
some:et.hing would be dome in refarence to this
matter, - ‘

Mr, ROBERTSON thought whichever em
otglﬁdbes look after that matter should attend
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Mr. ARCHIBALD explaincd that thelaw now
contained provisions to enable sessions to deal
with adifliculty as occnired in the present case.

Hon. Arty, GEN, pointed to ditliculties thas
prevented the law fieing carried into opera-
tion, and said i£ would bo best to place the
whole vhargs of the matter in ono county,

CROWN LANDY IN CAPE BRETON.

Hon. Pro. Sed¢. laid on the table an answer
to an enquiry asked by the hou, member for
Inverness, (M, McDonnell) respeeting Crown
Lands in Cape Dreton, showing the amount
paid into the Receiver Goneral under the act
of 1859 in rcference to that island; also
amounts expended uwler section 10 and for
what purpose, There returus show that the
gross proceeds waere in, 1859, 1809, 1861, 1802
1863 and 1864 inclusive—in—

Capé Breton, I'aid for Surveys, Net procecds,
1»16,475 N $1016 w Not i d8 as
nverness, et procteds,
, 10 4014 039
Richmond, “ “ Net procecds,
9,133 1705 4,474
Victoria, “ ¢ Net prooeeds,
6,952 4145 47

Making the wholo gross amonnt 42,719; for
SUrveys, over 20,000; and leaving a bulance of
over 22,000 of net proceeds,

Mr. BLANCITARD was glad that the return
<howed that the island of Cape Breton at this
moment was entitled to some twenty-two
tiiousand of dollars to be expended om the
opening up of her crown lanls, &e., aond he
trusted that tho government would carry out
the intention of thie law.

Hon. Prov. Sxc. said that the hon. mem-
ber had fallen into the same error that he had
himself, for he (Dr. T.) was somewhat noder
an erroncous impression when lie addressed
the house a few days ago. As the hon, mem-
her would see the clause of the act which re-
ferred to tho expenditure of the money for the
opening up of roads did not apply solely to
that which arose under the settiement of titles
but to all woney received from crown lands;
aod the statement which he hal just read,
showing the total net proceeds of $22000, em-
hraced all the money that had been received
for erown lands of every description, whether
under the scttlement of titles or in any other
way. The clause read: “A distinet account
shall e kept for the sale of all crown lands in
the several counties of Cape Breton, and out
of the net proceeds thereof shall be appropriat-
ed such amount for surveys and opening up
or making roads through the crown lands in
that island as may be congidered necessary by
the Governor in Council to prowmote the sals
and settlement thereof.”

MESSAGE FROM THE L. C.

A message was received from the Legisla-
tive Council stating that they had agreed to a
bill to incorporate the Royal Sussex Lodge of
Freemasons; and to a bill to incorporate the
Acadia Coal Company, without amcndmentui
and to a bill to incorporate the Stone Cutters
and Mason’s Association of Ilalifax, with
amendments, to which they desired the concur-
rouce of the honourable house, -

TFROVINCIAL DEBENTURES.

Hon. FiN, 8Ec, laid on the table a return
askea for by the hon. member for North Col-
chester, {Mr. McLelan,) giving a statement of
the debentures sold in connection with the
building of the Picton Railway. There were

n
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28 honds of £500 sterling, amounting to £14,000,
and 78 of £100, making a total sumn of Ja".tl,ﬁod
stz., sold at par.

Mr., ARCHIBALD sail that at the present
moent it way quite obvious that the amoung
of our provincial currency in circulatlon was
altogether inadequate to the wants of the coun-
try. The greatest diticulty was exjperienced
by gentlemen engaged in mining unterprizey
to got the notes thnt thl}y required for their
pur‘)ost'u. aud he was inforined by gentlemen
waoll qualitied to express an opinion on this
matter that £30,000, or £60,000 might he puy
into circulation quito easily, which should save
the province a sum cquivuicut to £3, or £4000
a year. Ho regretted that it should have been
thought necessary to incur the obligation in
question Leforo the course he alluded to was
taken, He did pot think it wise to sell the
honds and-ineur 6 per cent interest, when such
a cheaper plan was available if any money
wore actually required to meet present exi-
guneies.

Hon. ¥iN, Stc, veplied that the work was
under contract on every scction, and several
contractors were actually cmpioycd; and a
much larger amount weuld soon be required,
l)ur'm{; the ensuing sumser there would be
&roha )1y expended on the work something like

500,000. It was only a necessary precaution
to secure the comparatively small amount
shown by the return he had banded jn. Xt
would be remembered that an extension of the
Lunatic Asylum was to be made, and any
amount of money that might be available from
the source alluded to by thes hon. member for
Colehester—the issue of Provincial currency—-
would be entirely absorbed in connection with
that undertaking. So the Receiver General,
in view of the fact that our bonds were selling
at a large discount in England, exercised a
wise discretionin selling at par a small amount
for any contingency that might arise.

Mr. Tosix stated that he had been ignorant
until very rececatly that our bonds were for
sale here, but it was (uite certain that the
yrice which they had brought was satisfactory.

fe beliaved that the Provincial Bouds were
selling at a very much less rate in London,
and, thercfore, he saw no reason for complaint.
He did not agree with the hon. member for
Colchester that £50, or £60,000 of Provincial
paper could be rendify put into circulation, A
large sum, about £102000, was already atloar,
and it was net likely that a small province like
this, with 330,000 people, required more at
present. He heard the question diseussed by
mercantile men and they thought that perhaps
£10,000 might be put in circulation; but not
more. 1f £60,000 were put out, every bankin
the city would soon be flooded. e looked
upon the policy of selling the bonds in the pro-
vince itself as judicions. Many of our own
people had suﬁ"ered materially from the de-
preciation of the currency in the States, and
would be glad to invest their money in our
own securities.

Hon. Pro. SEc. sald that the question had
received the most caeful consideration of the
Executive Government, and their policy waa
to have the money required for the construc-
tion of the Pictou Railway raised as far as
possible within the country. They believed
that on every account it was desirable that
the interest which is payable by the Province
should as far as practicable be paid to the peo-
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-ple of the Province. The government had of-
fered these bonds to no one; parties came and
solicited them for these bonds,and whenit was
‘thought advisable to obtain money in view of
some contingency, they were sold at par. The
fLovernment avoided anything that mighs
<cause a rush for thesc honds at one time and
tend to their depreciation. The government
were guite under the impression that a further
issue of Provincial paper might be resorted to,
but the only issue ihat had been authorized
was the expenditure of £10,000 for the purpose
of paying for the site of the new building now
incourse of erection. Tt was quite possible that
a further extension of £10,209 or more might be
safely resorted to, but the issue, a8 stated by
the Financial Secretary, would be absorbed in
counection with the Hospital for the Insane.
Tn consideration of the position that our de-
bentures occupied in England, he thought it
was a wise policy to dispose of the bonds on
the terms they had received.

Mr. ARCIIBALD gave some figures to show
that the amount of provincial money now in
circulation was £121,682, and said that under
the acts of 1858 and 1859 we-hail the anthority
to issue to the extent of £159,000. The hon.
member for Halifax evidently formed his
opinion from the business done in the city, but
he (Mr. A.) had stated what hs bad from in-
formation derived from gentlemen who were
conversant with the wants of various sections
of the province. ¥e had the best reason for,
believing—and he gave some facts within his
own knowledge in connection with this point—
that the sum of £50,000 could be absorbed
without the least difficulty, or derangement of
husiness. The fact that a railway was to be
commenced in Cape Breton during the present
year would show that a large sum could be
casily put into circulation. Nothing could be
more gratifying than that our people should be
ready to invest in our debentures in this coun-
try, but he did not think that it was right that
the government should have taken no steps to
informa the public that the bounds were for sale.
No difiiculty would lhave arisen from adver-
tizing the public of the fact, for the govern-
ment were not bound to sell more than was
necessary. Other persons beside those who
had friends in official guarters should have
had an opportunity of knowing that these
- bonds were for sale, It was not until the
other day that he had become acgnainted with
the fact; and he must confess he ®id not think
the favoritism that had been displayed was
creditable to the government.

Mr, 8. CAMPBELL said that the city of Hali-
fax had authority to obtain money precisely
in the same way as the Province, but the eivic
authorities did not consider the passage cf an
act as a sufficient notice to the public that de-
bentures were for sale. Oun the contrary, the
city issued advertisements, and the result had
been that it obtained money on more favour-
terms than thé province had in connection
with these debentures.

Hon. ATTY, GEN, 'said that he imagined
there was ne man in Nova Scotia who could
complain that be conld not glet the debentures,
for honds, if the law carried out, would have
to be issued to a very large amount, sooner or
later. It was amatter of notoriety, not onlyin
the city, but in other parts of the province
that the bonds were to be sold, and very
many persons were laying up. their money for
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the purpose of investingitin the debenturesrd-
quired for the construction of the Railway in
preference to mortgages. Any person. who
who had money to invest knew wheretoapply,.
and he was not aware of anyone who felt he
was dismp{:ointed in getting these bonds. He
considered it a wise move on the part of the
government to have allowed these bonds to go
off at par, and it was not improhable that if
they had advertized money lenders would
have been placed in a position to combine and
depreciate them by maXking use of the fact that
they were only worth so much in the money
market in Ingland. Oune of the gontlemen
whosde name was in the list told him that the
money he had invested did not belong to
him, but to a friend who did not wish to have .
the trouble to go to England. If the money
had been hig, he added, he woulid have remit-
ted it to England. The governmeut seeing it
was clearly for their advanta e, had sold: the
bonds at par, and in that way procured before-
hand a certain amouns of money which they
thought might be necessary. Ile denied that:
any favoritism had been displayed to any one,
in conuection with the matter of the sale..
Any one, looking at the list, would see the
names of many of the strongest oppon-
ments of the government in the city of
Halifax., It was obvious that if one mer-
chant was aware that honds were for sale,
he would mention it to others, and in that
way the fact would haveall due publicity. As
respects the amount of notes that might be put
into circulation be was inclined to draw a very
different conclusion from the hon. member for
Colchester. Iu 1838 or 1839, these notes were
beld by the bauks for some mouths. At last.
they would not receive them as deposits and
the government were obliged to withdraw
several thousands. Since 1838 there had been
no extraordinary demand for these notes, and
it would not, in his opinion, be wise to issue
any large sum, though he was inclined to be-
lieve that a small amount of notes of a denomi-
nation of one dollar and such sums, might be
made available. He did not think that if we
put into circulation any large amount of our
notes, the banks would be so ready to hoard
them. He granted that there was some reason
for a certain amount in the fact that the nuzn-
ber of banking iustitutions has now considera-
bly increased, and that they hold these notes.
ag 80 much assets. It was also true that the
development- of the mines of Cape Breton
might absorb a certain amount, bhus when the,
first outlays of the companies weré over their
expenses would be dwindled down to an
amount equal with the expenditure of the Min-
ing Association. So taking everytlhing into
consideration he eould not think that any such
amount, as stated by the hon. member for Col
chester, conld by any possibility be absorbed.
Mr McCLELAN could not understand the
necessity {or the Govermmnent issuing these
debentures. There conld not have beeén a
very large expenditure incurred in connection
with the Pictou Railroad. .
Hon. F1y. SEC.—$56,000 had been expended
when these Bonds were sold. o
Mr. MCLELAN, — Even that was a small
amount, besides there was no need for it:when
there was-a balance in the Treasury, andif
more was required a further issue.of province
notes (which: the: country required) was the .
proper course.” The Attorney General miust
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be very ignorant of the wantsof the country
when he stated that there was enough of notes
in circulation to satisfy the demand. He for-
got that since 1859 every branch of industry
and.trade Lad largely increased, and that the
Revenue had nearly doubled. He (Mr, McL.)
spoke from personal knowledge when be said
that in the eountry the avaut of province noctes
wasg severcly felt. There was thervefore no
reason for tho issue of these Bonds, and as re-
gards the mede in whicl they had been dis-
posed of, he differed entirely in the opinion that
the passage of the law to authorize the:con-
struction of the Pictou Railroad was sufficient
notice to the public that the Government
wanted to borrow woney. They might take
pattern by the City Couneil, who, when they
wanted woney, advertised for teuders, and in
some instances bad obtained it for five per
cent. This was the ceurse the Government
should have adopted, and it was one that would
have been more satisfactory to the country,
and more profitable to all parties concerned.

Hon. A1y, GENL. agrecd that it the govern-
went only wausted a small sum such as the
city gencrally required, the course suggested
would be the proper one; but he doubted the
Bolicy of the government advertizing these

onds for sale. Ie thought it would tend to
lower their value. No one acquainted with
the subject couid expect that, iu view of the
state of the money market in England, any-
thing more than par could be got for them. It
might be true that a larger amount of Provin-
cial paper could be floated, but it would find
its way into the vaults of the difierent banks,
and would not be of any real benefit to the
sountry in the way of accommodation.

Mr. ARcu1BALD said that no doubt it was
to the advantage of the binks to kecp their
own notes in circulation; but at the very time
it was stated that there was too much Pro-
vineial paper in circulation, he had experienced

reat difficulty in obtaining Proviuce notes
rom the banks. No one knew bhetter than
the hon. member for Halifax, the vast increase
in trade that had taken place since 1839; and
surely, if the Province was able to Hoat $150,-
000 then, it cuuld attord to increase it by lialf
that ainount now. It was a matter of great
importance to the country that increased ac-
commodation should be given, and he could not
see any danger of depreciation ; for, if it
was necessary to redecm the paper, the
government had the power to borrow from
the Savings’ Bank at four per cent. As
regards tlie system pursued by the govern-
ment, in disposing of these bouds, he con-
idered it a gross injustice to the cotintry
that publicity had not been given of their in-
tention to offer them for sale. . He, himself, as
Trustee of a Public Institution, bad occasion
not long since to invest some £2,000, and had
he known of this, e would have been glad .to
bgve purchased govermment bonds to that

amount; as it was, he was obliged to pus it in

the banks at four per cent, thus. losiog to the
Institution twosper cent. per annum. He
coiild not understand the argument of the lion.
Aftorney General, that by giving publicity te
the matter, the value of the bonds ‘would: be
depreciated ; but whetlier it did or not, was
not the guestion; what he complained of, was
that preference had heen_ given to a favored
few, who posséssed the confidence of the go-
vernment, and thug obtained an unfair advan-

‘thge over the réstof the community. -

‘has been shown.
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Hon, ATrY. GEN. denied that any favor had
been shown, The government had acted in
good faith with a view to advance the best in-

‘terests of the Province—certain persons who

Lad money to invest thinking that the govern-
ment required it for the Pictou railroad—with-

out bhaving any other mode of information

than was open to the wlole public—came for-
ward and offered to buy governmnent. honds at
par—and the government accepted their offer,
—that was the whole case, and no preferenco
had been shown to one above another.

Mr. MCLELAN said that what he complained
of was that the governwent borrowed money
wlen there was no nccessity for it. They
liad money enough in the treasury, and if
they had not they had the power to issue pro-
vince notes. He could not understand the ar-
pgument of the Atty. Gen., that if they only
wanted a suall sum it would be rightto ad-
vertise, but it was not so necessary when a
large smin was required. It appeered thata
few favored individuals had obtained these
bonds atlpar—whereas if they had becn open to
competition they would probably hatcbrought
apremium. The propercourse manifestly was
to advertise for tenders, so thut all might have
an equal chance.

Hon. Pro. Sxc. gaid if there was anything
wrong in the policy pursued by the govern-
ment it was not the resuit of accident—for it
Liad been adopted advisedly and after due de-
liberation—and Le thought the vesult would
prove, with a duc regard to the interests of the
country, But if the house cousidered that they
were wrong, the government would have to
submit to their decision. A. little reflection

. would show that the course pursued was a

wise one, forif the government advertized to
the world that they wanted money for the
Pictou railroad, what was to prevent capital-
ists from combining together and dictating the
terms upon which they would give it. If, how-
ever, the house thougiht proper to alter the po-
licy, he only hoped that the result woul(l%e,
that the bonds would be dispssed of upon-as
favorable terms as those to which objection
Jhad been taken. o
~Mr. LoCKE &aid_every one knew that
these bonds are good for 6 per cent. What we
do complain of 18, that they were disposed oOf
secretly. . ’
Hon. Prov. SECY. said—There was no secre-
sy whatever, Every man was treated aliko,
and no preference was shown to any friends of
the  Government.. And, in proof of that, he
had only to refer to the fact mentioned by the
member for Halifax (Mr. Tobin,) that he wayu
ignorant they were to be issued, Surely, if tHe
.éow'ernmeut were inclined to shew favor, they
would extend it to Lim, and yet he knew ng-

thing of it.

Mr. ToBIN had received some information of
the intention of the Government to' issie
bonds.. o . . L

Dr. TuppER—Not from tlie Government, " :

No. My information was derived from thp
Secretary of tlhie Acadia Fire Insurance Coni-

pany. ‘ . . ;
. Dr. TupPEE~It is evident that no favoritism
) All who cawe forward were
treated alike,” . " .. L

Mr. LockE—What we complain of s, that
the conntry was kept in ignorance of the inten-
tion of the Governnient to sell these bonds.—

'He himself had’ had . latge sumns to.inveat,
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which he would gladly have put in provincial
gecurities. The Government should have ad-
vertised in the papers, so that all might have
heen put upon equal terms. As regards the
further issue of provincial paper, he thonght
the wants of the country required it, and there
would be no difficulty in floating £50,000 more,
Mr. ToBIN thought that the Governmeut
vad made a pretty good speculation of it, in dis-
posing of 1hese Londs at 6 per cent., when the
state of the stock market in England was ta-
ken into consideraticn, ‘Wlen the railroads
were first commenced in this country, it was
impossible ta dispose of these bonds at 5 per
cent., and the Government had to take them
into the English matket, and pay Baring &
Bros. a commission to dispose of them. Ile
difiered entirely with those who advocated a
further issue of Proviuncial paper. 1t was quite
true that trade had largely increased, but not
to a sufficient extent to warrant the course re-
commended—and his impression was that if
they attempted to float more, it would becore
almost as much depreciated as Lincoln’s green-
backs. A small amount might possibly be
aafely issned, but it should net be done unless
in case of great necessity. Hc daubted the po-
licy of the Government issuing paper, when
they could get money by the sale of their bonds.
They had only to look abroad—at Germany,
f£or instance, to sce the mischievous effects of
an undue is:ne of State paper, as exhibited in
the depreciation of her currency. He was sur-
prised to hear of complaints of the scareity of
Province notes, for he was- under the impres-
pion that there was quite enough in circulation
to answer the wants of the country.
Mr. BLANXCIIARD said that it struck him as
‘singular that the city of Halifax could get mo-
ney at 5 per cent., and from the very satne men
too who held the provincial bonds, for which
the Province had to pay them six per cent.
And it was npo small sum either, as the Atty.
Gren. had stated, that the city had borrowed.
She had issued debentures to the extent of
£100,000 for the water works—and she was
about issuing £10,0C0 more to pay off the debt
on the Market house. There was no doubt
that the proper course would have been to have
advertised for tenders and thus have given all
an opportunity tocompete.
Hon, ATTY. GEN. said that the member for
Shelburne corsplained that he had money to
‘invest and was not aware that government
honds were for sale. Surely no one knew
hetter than he did that money was required for
the Pictou railroad, and all he had to do was
to enquire at the Receiver General’s office and
he would have received all the necessary in-
rormation. He was inclined to think that gen-
tlemen who now objected to the course pursu-
ol by the government would change their
_opinions upon reflection.
*~"Mr. LockE did not consider that it was his
place to run round to the public offices to as-
_¢ertain a fact that should be made known to
‘the public in the proper way through the news-
papers.
Hon. Fix. SEC. argued that there was a
pressing necessity for the issue of these bonds,
‘when some $56,000 had been advanced by the
Receiver General for the surveys connected
with the Pictou railroad, it became necessary
‘to provide for the amounts that would shortly
“become due for the construction.of the road,
‘and the government had either to take money
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from the savings bank or to issue debentures,
They adopted the latter course, and the only
question was as to whether proper publicity
had heen given. e was inclined to think that
neither individual interests nor provincial
rightshad been injured by the course pursued.

Mr. MCLELAN enquired what amount was
in the Treasury on the 31st Decomber last.

Hon. FiN. SECY. could not tell him that, as
the financial yearclosed on the 30th Septr, ~ At
that date there was $225000, but of that’ 845,000
consisted of Proviucial notes, and $40,000 Sa-
vings' Bank deposits, so that the available ba-
lance was about $140,000. 4

After a few further remarks, Mr. LEVES-
CONTE said he was only astonished that the
Government had succeeded in selling so many
of these bonds at par, when in England they
could be got at 93 or 4. He hoped that they
would be able to dispose of more on the same
terms,

Mr. CHARLES CAMPBELL presented a peti-
tion from &t AXN’s, asking for special grant
for a road.

Hon. Prov. SECY. presented a petition from
Alexander Munro, author of Statistics of Bri-
tish North America, asking for aid in connec-
tion with that work—referred to committee on
printing. Also, 2 memorial from certain per-
sons in lnverness, in reference to sarveys of
Crown Lands—acecompanied by the repott of
the Crown Land Commissioner.

Mr. PArkER presented a petition from Gay's
River, for 2 mail ride. )

Dr. BRowN introduced a bill concerning
school lands in Horton. .

Mr. BALCAM presented a petition from
Waverly gold diggings on the subject of the
license law; also, from the same place asking
that a way oftice be changed into a post oftice.

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from Ari-
chat, against the school act of last session,

Hon. Pxro. Sec. called attention to the back-
wardness of the business before the respective
committees. It would greatly. expedite the
business of the houseif gentlemen in commit-
tees would forward their work, and in order 'to
bring them together he would move an ad-
Jjournment until 11 o’clock the next morning.

B The house accordingly adjourned to that
our. )

SATURDAY, March 1ith, 1865,

The House met at 11 o’clock. s
Mr. Hill presented a petition from the Post

Master of Hantsport for an increased salary. .
Mr. Colin Campbell from the inhabitants of
Clare against Confederction. Also from Ed4.
A, Potter, for an increased remuneration as

‘Way Office kecper at Smith’s Cove. .

Two private bills were read a third time,
The House went into coinmittee on bills and
assed the following:—To incorporate the Mira
ay Coal Mining Compzuéy; to incorporate the
Sydney and Bras D’Or Steamboat Company.
A bill to enable the City of Halifax to borrow
money to pay off debt on Market House.” A
bill to authorize the sale Of the parsonage
house and lot in conncction with the Baptist
Church at North West Lunenburg. oo
Then the committee adjourned and reported
up the bills, . o
Mr. Archibald introduced a bill to amend the

act relative to the elective franchise, SN
“Mr. MacDonnell gave notice of his intention .
shortly tobring in a bill to repeal the present :
franchige act, '
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Hon. ATTY. GEN. said that the bill brought
in by bhim the other day to amend the act re-
lating to public instruction had been printed
and was now ready for distribution, and as 1t
wags extremely desirable that the matter should
be decided as soon as possible, he would move
that it be made the order of the day for Mon-
day pext. It was made the order of the day
accordingly.

The list of the various committees were then
called over and progress reported.

Upon motion of Mr. McFarlane, Mr, Killam
was substituted in place of Mr. LeVesconte
on the committee on the petition of James
Barron.

Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock on
Monday ip order to give the committees an op-
portunity of meeting,

MoxNDAY, 13th March, 1865.
The House met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. G. I.. BROWN tpresented three petitions
from the township of Argyle, against the pre-
sent school law.

Hon. Pro. SEC. 1aid on the table, by the per-
mission of Mr. Burkner, a large bar of solid
zold, weighing 457 ozs., worth $9000, and the
product of 10 days work at the German Com-
pany’s claims, Waverley.

Mr. RAY presented a petition from the inhab-
{tants of Victoria Beach, Aunapolis County,
praying for the establishment of a Way office.
Also a petition from Anrapolis county against
Confederation.

Mr. ROBERTSON handed to the government
# petition from a number of the inhabitants of
Barrington praying for the erection of a light
house at Shag Harbor Island.

Mr. PrRYOR presented a petition of certain
inbabitants of Mill Cove, St. Margaret’s Bay,
in reference to the protection of shore
tisheries.

NEWFOUNDLAND.,

Houn. Prov. SEC. laid on the table a com-
munication from the actiu% Colonial Secretary
of Newfoundland asking for aid from the go
vernment towards a proposed line of steamers
between Newfoundland and Pictou. He pro-
posed that it be referred “to the committes on

avigation Securities for the purpose of having
the subject fully enquired into, -

- Mr. LEVESCONTE thought the committee in
uestion should confer with the committee on
sheries in' connection with the exaction of

duties on our fishermen on the coast of New-

foundland. -

Hon. Prov SEC, said that it was only pro-
posed to refer this subject to the committee in
order to see if thé proposed line would benefit
this province. L

Mr. LEVESCONTR alluded to the injustice of
the course pursued by the Newfoundland go-
vernment in reference to this province, and ex-
pressed hig helief that the line of steamers was
not wanted by our people.

‘Hon. Prov. 8SEC. said that the committee
would enqguire into the whole matter, and
added that he would lay on the table in a few
days certain correspondence from the United
States - authorities,” complaining of what they
gonsider illegal and unjust exactions that have
been made upon their fishermen. - :

" The communication was referred to the com-
wmittee on Navigation Securities. - ’ -

‘whom: was referred the License Law.
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MUSEUM. -

Hon. Prov. SEc. laid on the table a com-
munication to the government from Rev. Dr,
Honeyman and J. R. Willis, in reference to
the. establishment of a Provincial Museum.
Referred to the committee on Mines and Min-
erals.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hou. Prov, SEC. laid on the table a commu-
nication from Benjamin Randall in reference
to the imposition of duties on imported lime.
Referred to the committee on trade and manu-
factures.

Mr. KAULBACK presented a petition from
St. Margaret’s Bay, Lunenburg, praying for a
way office.

Hon. ATTY. GENL. laid on the table a com-
mnpication from D. Monaghan on the subject
of postage of agricultural reports. Referred
to P. C. Committee. °

) MILITIA.

Hon. ATTy. GEN. ldid on the table the re-
port of the Militia Court recently held in this
city, together with a resume of proposed
alterations in the: Militia Law. The Court
have not, however, touched upon that part of
the law which refers to Militia in war times.
The hom: gentleman also presented minntes of
the proceedings of the Court, general orders
and other documents connected therewith, as
well as correspondence on the subject of the
Militia generally. The hon. gentleman stated
that he had looked over the suggestions con-
tained in the report, and thought that they
were valuable in many respects, and laid on
the table a return of small arms and stores-be-
longing to the British Government that might
be available for the service of the Militia, and
amounting to some 20000 stands of arms, It
is suggested that four or five battalions in Ha-
lifa.x%)e turned into Artillerymen, and in con-
nection with this subject is a letter from  Gen.
Doyle stating that at least 1500 gunners would
be required for the working of the guns in the
neighborhood of the city. Itis also proposed
to add largely to the number of the artillery in
Picton and Cape Breton. It is not intended,
however, added the Attorney General, to- ap-
ply any money this year to the erection of . a
fort at Pictou. Itis also proposed to provide
clothing for a certain number of Artillery men
as an inducement to individuals to give a
large amount of time to the instruction. tha$
is necessary before they can. be considered
qualified to perform the duties whicl they
will beexpected to perform. Oue style of cloth-
ing will cost £1 7s. 4d. stg., and a better des
cription of article, £1 14s. od. stg. B

MESSAGE. S

A Message was received from the Legislative
Courcil stating that they had agreed to the biil
to enlarge the powers of the trustees and go-
vernors of Acadia College,:and to the bill to
incorporate the Virgin Lodge of Free Masous
without any amendment: also that they had
passed a bill to authorize the sale of the old
Zion Congregation Chureh at Liverpool, in
which they desired the concurrence of the hon.
house. . C

o LICENSE LAW. s
Mr. ToBIN reported.from the'CommitteeThto
0
Committeo agreed upon the bill with. the ex-
ception of the last clause in reference to a dicen-

‘sed tavern within the limits of a proclaimed

gold district. - The Committee express no
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opinion as to the bill introduced by the hon.
member for Inverneds (Mr McDonnell) and
referred to them, hut leave it to be dealt with
by the House.

TIN? SCHOOL LAW.

Hon. ATT. GEY. then moved that the order
of the day be taiken up, namely, the bill entitl-
ed “an act in addition to chap. 58 of Public
Instruction, and to ratify and confirm pro-
ceedings thereunder” In doing so, be said—I
is unnecessary that I should say much in
relation to the prexeut bill, after the remarks
that T made the other day. As I stated pre-
viously this bill provides for carrying out the
law that was adopted as the policy of this
country last session. That policy was of a
duplex character—subseription or agsessment.
Tt gave 1o the people in each section the option
of deciding by which of these two modes the
schonl should be supported In the one case
legislation was hardly necessary, for we had
already alaw which provided for it; butin
view of difticultics that mightoceur it was con-
gidered advisable to enable the trustees in
each rection where sabseription was made, but
withheld, to assess the inhabitants thereof for
the amount required for the support of the
school. Tt was neccessary also to provide for
the collection of the assessment. Provision was
made for the mode by which the assessment.
was to be levied. Persons were to be appoint-
ed in October last as trustees and collectors.
In a great many cases the law wascarried out,
—trustees and assessors were appointed. Ina
great many instances the trustees, acting on
the strength of the law, proceeded to makeo the
necessary arrangements for the support of the
school. They entered into contracts with
scholmasters and m-.de themselves personally
liable in other respects for the coustruction
and repair of school houges. 1tis not surpriz-
ing that difficulries should arise in the incep-
tion of a law which was new to the people,
and that misapprehension as to its provisions
should arise.” Accordingly little inaccur-
acies crept into the proceedings that were
taken to carry it out; persons failed to

erform the dutiss assigned to them under the
‘lawin a good tnany cases, and trustees, through
no fault of their own, found themselves in the
position of bheing answerable in their own

ersons to the teachers for salaries as well as
or other expenses connected with the educa-
tion of the country, without having the means
of indemnifying themselves. Schools are now
in effective operation, butwhen the yedr comes
round, and the schoolmasters call upon the
trustees for their salaries, the law does not en-
able the latter to collect that money by the as-
sesswent upon the sections. The trustees did
their duty, and asscssors were appointed, but
these refused in some cases to do their duty.
The trustees, therefore, have no means of in-
demnification. I take it then there can be no
objection on the part of this Legislature carry-
ing out their intention and passing a law to in-
:deronify those trustees who have made them-
selves answerable, and prevent them suffering
any loss. I cannot imagine for a moment that
the House will consider it-so monstrous a pro-

- position for'the trugtees to approach the House
..through the Council of Public Instruction, and
ask that they be protected from any loss, but
that-every one will be prepared; to yield to their
“wishes. It may besaid that. therc are parties
«in some sections who are opposed to thixlaw,
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and that heing in a minority tliey have a right
to take advantage of any little slip in the pro-
ceedings, so as to entitle thein to refuse pay-
ment of the suhscription. I Delieve if any
such claim is made that on exawmination it
will be fouud to have no foundation in right,
If the law had been carried out, as it was
intended it should, they would have to pay
Yor instance, it the assessors had acted, they
wonld have been forced to pay. If the trustees
had not made arrangements for a school, the
section would have heen without the means of
education. 1f the scbool has been in operation
all that the law contemplated has been accom-
plished. Now if we are under the conviction
that no injustice has been done to any indivi-
dunal—that he has not been called upon to pay
anything more than he could be asked to give
under the law in all its integrity—if he has
only been asked to pay that which the law
which received the sanction of both branches of
the Legislature requires,what possilile objection
can there be to passing the present bill. If par-
ties have entered into engagements, under the
law, it is butright thatthey should fulfill them.
There are a variety of cases in which parties
have gone to the mectings, agrced to assess
themseclves with their neighbours for the sup-
port of the school, and induced the trustees ‘to
enter into contracts withi schoolmasters, and
afterwards opposed the assessment. altogether.
T think there is no Legislature that can come
to the conclu jon that these parties should not
be bound to pay. If there has been any little
informality in the proceedings, in respect-to
the number of days’ notice of the meetings, or
the number of notices that have been put up-—
it should not be allowed te have any weight.
This bill, therefore, provides for the indemnifi-
cation of trustees where schools have leen put
into operation, and in connection with which
liabilities have been incurred. If, indeed, the
assessment was made upon terms different
from that which the law provided, then thers
might be some reason why the Legislature
should say that injustice has been dong, but it
is not so in the cases to whicli this bill is-in-
tended to apply. I think it Will be acknowl-
edged as perfectly . just that if parties re-
fusc to act as assessors, after having accepted
the position, the asscssment, even if made. by
only one of them, should be carried out, . It'is
merely doing the act by one which should have
been done by three, and if there .is no incor-
rectness as to the mode of levying the assest-
ment, no legislature, I think, ought to refuse
to sanction the proceeding in question. . - ¥f
there is any objection as to the details of. the
bill, it can be urged in committee, but I cannot
see how the house can refuse to sanction the
second’ reading. The principle of the bill is
founded upon justice to all tl:e interests con-
cerned. The other sectiofis go merely into th

details necessary to carry out the law, and
enable parties to apply-it for the next six
months of the year. They provide for the
holding of meetings.in May instead of October,
as Tequired by the law of last session; I trast,
then, that no obstacle will be thrown in the
way of the desire of the government to pasga
law that wiil provide requisite educationa} fz-
cilities to the people for the ensuing halt. year.
It-may be said that the law nowon ilre statute
bool is bad, but I don't think that apart frem
the difficulties that attended. the working 6f a
new measure it ¢an be assumed to have baen
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anything like a failure. This Legislature,
after a gool deal of attention, and with theaid
of the best authorities on the subject, passed a
militia bill of some one hundred and fifty
clauses. Yet I find, looking at the report of
the Militia Court that was held in this city,
that a year's experience has proved that
the law which was passed after so much
trouble, requires inany material awmend-
ments. It 18 to be expected that difficul-
ties will arise in the inception of legisla-
tion upon any important guestion aflectiog a
great variety of interests. No one can doubs
that the Education Bill was a step in the right
direction, and that the difficulties that have
attended its working were but the inevitable
resalts of a new measure which the people
have hardly yet appreciated. Because it hag
been misconstrued, is no proof that it is

8Y

able, when the bill was under congideration
last winter, to anticipate the results of sec-
tional assessment, it would never have become
law. I don't hesitate tosaythatIhave always
been an advocate of the principle of assess-
ment, but not in the mode which the law of
last session requires. The system adopted
differs, I believe, from any otlier in the world
—it imposes upon the section the whole
amonnt necessary for the support of schools—
aud lhas been proved to be yroductive of great
hardships all over the face ot this country. I
could give you numerous instauces, hut, as L
do not wish to weary the house, I shall con-
tb myself with one or two. In that part of
the county of Colchester representad by my
hon. friend from Londouderry (Mr, McLelan) a
private goutleman of moderate means was
assessed, for the support of a school, no_less

radically bad. We have now on the table of . than £47 whenh he ought not to have been

the house an amended bill founded on the ex-
perience of last year, but whatevermay be the
opinion as to its merits, I take it that theve are
few if any who would be willing to go back to
the old law. 'The principle of vur lawis a step
in the right direction—that of giving the peo-
})le free schools; and I am sure that the house,
)y a large majority, are in favour of this great
means of educating a people. ’

Mr. LEVESCONTE—I would like to ask the
Attorney General whether it would be per-
fectly competent for any gentlemnan who was
opposed to certain clausesia the bill to vote for
the second reading.

Hon. ATTY. GEN.—Certainly.

Mr. ARCHIBALD.—There are two principles
involved in the present measure, the one heing
the amendment of the act of last year in such
a. way as to enable that act to bs operated

upon in instances where it cannot,—the other -

bLeing the ratiiication and legalizing of pro-
ceedings that have talen place under the act.
1. may say that I arise with exceeding reluc-
tance for the purpose of stating my regret that
the governmnent have seen fit on this occasion
to introduce the subsidiary before the main

bill. I expressed my opinion the other dav.

that the discussion ot the main question ought
to proceed that of the subsidiary billand that I
would approach the subject with less embarr-
assment than I can under existing circumstan-
ces. Iam of the same opinion still, and I - re-
ret that I have to rise now to state that I feel
und to oppose this bill in its present shape.
The very fact that the government of the coun-
try have introduced.an amended bill—that,
after an experience of twelve months they
have come to the conclusion that the bill of
last year was not siceessful, shows that itis a
measure whick, in their judgment, oughtnot to
be in" operation-at the present moment. Yet
the government come forward to carry out for
the ensuing six months a bill' which they them-
selves declare is unjustand impolitic. It can-

not be denied by any person on either -side:

who has considered the subject of edueation
thatin many respects the law of last year has
disappointed its warmest advocates. - That
has' arisen to a large extent from the mode of
sectional assessment - which was. adopted.
That provision. was a  great mistake and
that the government have come- to the
same conelusion is shown by the fact that they
leave,in the bill on the table, abandoned:the:sys-
tém of:sectional, and substitited that of coun-
ty, assessment. If any gentleman had been

called upon to pay 20s. at the most. -And when
1 tell you that this case 18 not the ouly one—
that I can paint to a gentleman who has been
assessed $13500 when it ought to have been
nothing like that amount if he had been taxed
more in aceordance with his position, I think
you will confess that it was time this mode of
assessmens by sections was discontinued. And
vet in the face of these facts—with the know-
ledge of them pressing upon their minds—as
the bill on the table proves to you—we see the
Atorney General gravely coming forward and
asking the house to pass a law which will
bring into opcration a measure which is so
unjust on its very face. If the experieuce of
the last 12 months is to be of any value, let us-
amend the bill in the manner that will be best
adapted for the interests of the country, but
don't let us perpetrate the injustice during the
next six months that I have shown is the case
under the present system. Suppose the bill is
passed, then you impose a tax, daring the nex}
six months,—in many cases, a 1most enormous
tax—which the Frovincial Secretary, in the
measure he introdueced, declares is unjust, 1s
it right that a man should be taxed for the
ensuing six wmonths twenty times what he will
have to pay after the new law goes into opera-
tion in November next? I cannot conceive a.
stronger admission on the part of the govern--
ment of the inequalites—to use a wild term
—of the law on the statute book, than the bill.
they have laid on. the table, and which soon
comes up for consideration. Dut there is
another feature of the present bill, one which
the Attorney General laboured the .most—and:
I am not atall surprised that he did so—he.
calls upon the house, with the knowledge of
the injustice with which this Jaw has oll)emted,
not only to continue an act of that kind, but to
make that a liability whichisnotsoin fact, and.
when he does that he asksus to perpetrate.
an. act which; no, free Legislature shonld.
sanction. I assume that in all:cases where
the -assessment. has :been fairly made
—where no _gross _inequalities such-as
I have stated have arisen—the. spirit of fair-,
ness that actuates our people in all matters will;
influence the inhabitants to carry it -out. All
honest members of the community will be dis-.
posed to carry it out, but if there are cases of.
the gross character where the parties have to.
bear a burthen that they ought not to have to
bear; yoit are. going ‘to - impose it upon.
them. What I-think the government ought o
do-is this: they should frame and mature a,
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bill so as td legislate for the best interests of
the people, and not continue a system which
is adinitted by the entire country to operate
injuriously. I speak earnestly; notin a spirit
of opposition to the main measure. Had the
main bill come vp here first, it would have
been our duty to lend our aid to mature such
a measure as would be best calenlated to pro-
mote the cause of education. There is not a
gentleman in this house probably who has not
during the past year given the subject of Edu-
cation much consideration, and 1 am sure
there isnot one who is not prepared to ac-
knowledgze fthe injustice of the provision to
which I have alluded. With the knowledge
of the facts before us, itis imposgible, I think,
fo- this House to pass this bill. To say that a
law is soundin May and unsound in November
—to make a man pay double or treble in May
what he will have to pay six months after—is
30 palpable an inconsistency, that it would be
an insult to the intelligence of this house were
I to dwell on it any longer.

Hon. Arry. GEN—IL accept the remarks of
the hon, and learned gentlemen in the same
spirit in which they were given, and I have no
Jiesitation in expressing my conviction that he
is animated by the feelings he has expressed;
but, at the same time, I must beg leave to dif-
fer from him as to his conclusions. The hon.
member asks this house not to pass this bill on
its second reading on two grounds. He tells
us that the law of last year was bad; that it
was unequal in its impositions upon indivi-
duals and that, therefore, this house should
not continue its provisions until the end of the
year. He next says that if any change is tobe
made for the ensuing six months, it should be
hased oun the principle of county agsessment in
accordance with the new law. If he will be
convinced of the impropricty of applying that
Act for the next six months, I have no doubt
we will obtain his sanction towards this bill
with some slight modification perhaps. The
bill now on the statute book had the entire
concurrence of the hon. gentleman, and I can-
not understand the position he has taken to-
day. Does he not see that what he urges
would be impracticable, if not totally wrong?
In the majority of cases the law has been set
in operation, and the assessments have heen
made, and how are you going tohave one-half
of the sthools supported on one principle and
the other half on another? Where the people
have unanimously established schools, where
they have assessed themselves willingly and
paid in their share, on what principle could
you impose a county tax in addition? He
complains of the inequality of the bill of last
year but how much mere unjust would it be to
again tax an individual who has already paid
more than under county assessment he would
be likely to pay. Therefore after consideration
the hon. member will see the course he propo-
ses is impracticable but even if it were practi-

"cable it is wrong on priveiple. During the
passage of the bill, last session, the hon. mem-
jer said:— The people were fully aware when

they adopted this system of subscription at the
annual meeting that they were liable for the
teacher’s pay and in such a case it would be
no great hardship for them to fulfill their en-
gagements, He was in favour of a provision
that all schools should be free, in case the re-
quisite sum for maintenance was subs ribed
and paid before the end of the first quarter.”
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So you will perceive that the'hon. gentleman
actually went further than even this bill does,
that he adopted the same principle, that where
parties entered into subseriptions and failed to
pay they should be assessed for the amount re-
quired. All I ask is that where parties by a
majority, have adopted assessineut, they shall
not be permitted to escape by a mere technical
objection.  T'he hon. memher complaing that
this bill was takenup first, but I don’t see what
ditference it makes. Itseems to me that we
should ratify and confirm what has been done
in pursuance of the intention of the law; that
when parties are willing to adoptthe law, we
should give them an opportunity of doing so
for the next six months; I consider this was
the first thing that this Legislature was bound
to do. Parties have incured liabilities under the
act, and don’t know the moment they may be
called upon to pay for them outof their own pock-
ets,and I cannot see that any one can hesitate
a moment in passing a bill to indemnify them.
The hon, gentleman says the government have
done right to abandon the principle of sectional
assessment, and I agree with Lhim on this point.
I believe the principle adopted in the new bill
will operate much more equably than the pre-
sent system. It will prevent the assessment
falling disproportionately upon individuals -of
property living in a comparatively poor section.
No doubt the system operated particularly
hard during the first year, because provision
hLad to be made for the erection and repair of
school houses, and therefore I can easily un-
derstand that many individuals have felt they
were called upon to pay too large a sum, Un-
der the uew law these inequalities will be re-
moved to a large extent, and the cause for any
complaints that may now exist taken away.
I feel I need not labour the present guestion.
‘The justice of protecting from loss those parties
who have entered into contracts in connection
with the cause of education is too palpable to
require any lengthened demonstration. All
that wedesire is te indemui’y the trustees, and
to make parties comply withthelaw, The evil
of which the hon. geutleman speaks will cease -
ag soon as the new bill now on the table becomes
law, but, as I showed you at the outset of my
remarks, it is impossible to act differently than
we propose doing during the ensuing six
months. All T can add is, that if thereareany:
details that gentlemncn think are susceptible of
improvement, the government are quite pre-
ared to adopt them when they are shown to
ge advisable. At present, however, we have
only to deal with the principle of the bill, and .
its justice and necessity I am sure no one
can, after due deliberation, deny. . ;
Mr. BLANCHARD said—If the bill now be-
fore the house only professed to do what the
Hon. Attorney General says—it would pro-
bably not meet with very much opposition. -
1f its only object was to legalize what the ma-
jority of the people had undertaken to perform
it would not be so obnoxious in its character, -
but my objection to it is: that it will compel a
great many people to do what they never pro-.
mised, and to fulfil engagements which the.
majority of the rate-payers never undertook . :*
to carry out. I have only to go toc my own-
county for an illustration of this statement,
and to mention a case in which my honorable.
colleague was a sufferer. There a dozen persons
as he says met and agreed upon-an assessient
which was to bind the whole inhabitants, and.
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this at a meeting which the great mass of the
people never heard of—dne notice not having
een given—anil was it to be sald that the people
were t0 be bound by this—and compelled by
this bill to carry it ont, when an overwlhelming
majority were opposcd tothe law as evidenced
by the petitions on the table of the house.
Tuke another case—soine of 1he assessors
imagined that all the property in the district
no watter wheilier owned by residents or not
wust be assessed, 1t could not be contended,
preswme, that the law was intended to ap-
ply to absentees, and yet by the tering of the
bill under discussion they would be compelled
to pay although illegally assassod.

Hon, Arry. GENL. sakd that a case of that
kind had never bsen hronght to the notice of
the couucil of public instruction, a very few
words in the bill would prevent it trom apply-
ing to such cases,

Mr, BraNcuarnp.~—Take another ecase, The
impression prevailed amongst a great many
persons, that the projerty of Goll Mining
Companies, the proprictors of which were not
residents, coudd be assessed. and L ean point to
a ca e not very far from Halifax of the prossest
injustice where agold company was taxed $140,
aud not one of the stockbiolders wag resident
ir the country —I do not wish to multiply cases
e there is one that caune withiu iy persenal
kuowicdge, when half & dozen persons met and
undertook to tax their neichbours without hav-
nz given legal notice of the meeting, and yet I
presume this is to be legalized by this bill,

Houn. A1rvy. GuN.~-No schools came into
operation under that meeting.

Mr, BuaNcHarb~I 2m not aware whether
n this particular ease they did, but [have been

told of hurdeeds of siinslar cases, wliere sehools |

biave been set in operation by the authority of
tectings just as inforually held. 1 contend
that it is impossible to frawe this bill s0 as to
prevent the grossest injustice.  1it con'd be
s0 wordedd as to apply on'y to eases in which
¢iie parties had honestly sureed to carry out
the law, but were prevented by techniewd in-
formalities, I shoulkd not ohject, but to pass a
sweeding lw to legalize the proceedings of all
meetings, whether Leld surreptitiousty or not,
would be to perpetraie a plece of injustice 1
cannot agree to. In Pictor, T radersrand, a
number of persons of considerable means, who
have been assessed to a very large extent, have
taken legal addvice as to whether they are not
justitied in resisting the payient.

Dr. TurpEr—Nothing has heen done under
that assessment. No schools are in operation
upder it.

My, BLaNcHARD—In the case of the Gold
Mining Companies, liowever, to which T have
alluded, schools have bLeen set in operation;
and the wmachinery, and other property of the
Company was actually levied upon tv enforce
the rare, -

Dr. Turrer—It was quite right to euforce
the law.

Mr. BLANCIARD—I did not happen to be
legal then, and § venture to doubt whether it
ever will be enforced ; butenact this law, legal-
izing the whole of these proceedings, and you
pus these wmen in the position of resisting the
oficers of the law in the discharge of their
duties, I assure the goverument that I do
not make these remarks in any factions spirit,
but Leecause I really feel thatif this bill is
passed, the grossest injustice will be done in
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many instances; and even if it hasonly in'a
few cases, I contendd that this Honse has no
right to perpetrate an act of injustice upon
fifty people in order that justice may be done
to five hundred. It is not necessary to O(s(zuswy
further time at present, but I do hope that the
House will pause before they pass an act so
obnoxious in its character, and so erroneous
in principle, as that now under digenssion,

Hou., Arry. (iENL. said the objections of the
hon, member for Inverness did not touch the
principle of the bill, and could be vemoved by
the introduction of & fow words, The bill way
ouly intended to apply to cases where schools
had beeu eatled into operation. These were
matters of ddctail, however, which could Ve
easily arranged in eomnnittee.

Hon. Prov. Sec.: It ever there was a ques-
tion in reference to which the Governmment had
a right to demand the assistance of the House,
it is tiie one now before us. Ths House, last
winter, was called upon to deal withone of the
most ditticult subjects that ever came before it
for its consideration, namely, the education of
thie country. The measure obtained the ample
consideration of this Legislaturée—it was alter-
ed and matured by the joint action of metnbers
on both sides. 1 think, therefore, that the
House must feel that thig i an oceasion in
which the Government have a1ight to demand
the assistance of the Legislature for the puar-
pose of meeting the ditHeulties which have ari-
sen. The question before yon may be embraced
in two sections—~the one refers to the past, and
the other to the future. The House will appre-
ciate the charaeter of what is proposed, by re-

arding the matter in these two lights, In the
first instance, when this bill that was passed
at the last session came to be put into opera-~
tion, difficulties that were not forescen enme to
be encountered. 1t was not strange, iowever,
that difticulties should arize in the inception of
a meisure which was new to the people. The
Govermmnent, as the Couuncil of Pablie Instine-
tion, took upon themseslves the grave responsi-
bility—not for the purpose of subserving any
purpose of the Government, but of promoting
the educational facilities of the people—of
issuing a notice which I now held in 1y
hand, and it is in consequence of that no-
tice that we naw cowme forward to ask
the house to pass the present bill legal-
izing the past.” (The hon. gentleman here
reiad the notice which was publisbed many
weeks ago in all the newspapers of the city.
He then continued:)--Now I ask whether the
government were warranted in giving that
notice to the country. There is nothing aty
tempred to be done that could have the resuls
of eftecting anything that the people under the
law ought not to do. The people had met to-
gether and it was discovered, when- they suap-
posed that everything had been regular, that
they had adopted assesstnent in a regular man-
ner—that the chairman belonged to anothar
section, and that that simple technical irregn-
laaizy rendered all the proceedings invalid.
Therefore, in a section which desires to have a
school, a difiiculty of this petty character pre-
veuted them having the means of educating
their children. TLet me ask you, if that' is not
a-case where the government are justitied. in
acting as they are doing—comming forward and
asking the house to carry out the intention and
object of the Inw. Nothing strange is asked.
How often do we see the legislature approach-
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od with the view of legnlizing some proceed-
ings of a court of scssions, or other body, into
which some irregularity has crept? The
leader of the opposition himself bay asked
tlhis louse to render the acts of his go-
vernment legal when it was found that
owing to some inadvertence a serics of con-
tracts connected with o public department
would have gotintoconfusion and difficulty,and
the house did not refuse Lim. Therefure I say,
there was nothing novel in the course we pro-
pose; but I agk was there ever a case in which
the government could morve counfidently ask
the assistance of the legislature of the country
than in the present one. A bill of a mogt dell-
cato and important character passed this
bouse, and difficulties arose in connection
with its working—the people having had no
experience of its merite, and all that is now
asked iy, that you shou'd make the irregulari-
ties that have occurred legnl, and enable the
inhabitants of this province to obtain those
educational facilities to which they are enti-
tled. What way Le done in the future is ano-
ther question, The main ypoint is the one on
which I have touched, and that is, the support
-of this legislature to the goverrment of the
day in carrying out that which they have
pledged themselves to the country to do. 1
am Icth to believe that any influence or any
feeling could be brought to bear upon any
number of gentlemen in this house, so as to
prevent them giving their support to agovern-
ment who are looking only with a single eye
to the public interests. 1f there is a gentleman
digposed to thwart the action of the govern-
ment teder such eircumstances, I do not envy
-bim the position he occupies before the people
of this conntry, who are so deeply interested
in the settlement of this question. Asto the
future, that is another wmatter, If the house
wishes to keep the country to the strict letter
of the law, although in many instan: ¢sthey do
not understand sufliciently its provisions to
avail themselves of them, it is open 10 them to
do so. LutX think it would be very unwise for
the hiouse to pursue such a course. 1 ikLink it
is as right for the people to _hold meetings in
May as in October. The fundamental principle
of this bill is the rederuption of the pledyge of
the government to the people that they would
ask the legislature to assist them in olbtainiug
schools for the children of the country. The
leader of the Opposition says that the bill
ought not to be in operation now—that we
have proved it so because we have Iail on the
table an amcendent of the act. Whatever
Anay be the feclings of gentlemen in relation to
the future policy of this honse, it has nothing to
do with the present Lill. A gentleman may be
opposed to the principleof assessment altoge-
ther—he may believe that it is an unwise sys-
tem, and yet I call upon him to give his sup-
port to the government in legalizing the steps
that have been taken to carry out the law, I
take issue with the hon. member for Colches-
ter as to the point e raised. I will ask him
whken we passed the law last session, why did
we allow the old statute, which was condemn-
ed by an overwhelming majority of the house
as unsuited to the requirements of the country,
to be continued for six months? We did so
because we believed it was impossible to bring
the new law into operation at once, and that it
was necessary to keep the existing statute
until such time as we thought the people were
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prepared for the former moasure. We believe
that the new bill is an improvement on that of
last gession; but that is not saying that the
lIatter is itsslf radieally defective. We believe
that no attempt should be.wnade to carry out
the alterations suddeuly, but that the people
should be quictly and gradually in loctrinated
in its provisions., The hon. geutleman cantot
guggest to the House any means by which we
can suddenly give eftect to h new law. All
over this Province there have been engage-
ments made for twclve months. The hon.
member has brought up some cases that are
more intimately connected with the new act—
the inequalities of the sectional assessment,
le tells us that a person has been assessed for
$1500; but that must he a case of & person of
enormous wealth, in a scetion where a spivited
community are determined to have a most ex-
pensive institution in counection with eduea-
tion, The hou, gentleman also tells us of an-
other case of a geutleman who has Dbeen
assessed £47; and that also must have arisen
in connection with the erection of a school
building of a superior kind.

Mr. McLELAN: It is in connection with a
school fund sitnply. The gentleman in ques-
tion is Mr. Robert Forman.

Mr, ARCHIBALD: He is not liable now, and
you are going tomake him liable.

Hou, P’Ro. SEC.—Why is le not liable? Tt
is in consequence of some technical ditiicnlty,
but the asscssment has grown legitimately out
of the op-ration of the law, If a gentleman
happens to have so large an amount of pro-
perty as would reach to that amonunt, he ought
to be liable; although I am induced to thiuk
that in the present case there niust be some
mistake somewhere. I cannot belicve that
any person coull be assessed for a schiool at
the Acadin Mines such an amount as £47,
apart from the property of the Mines. If such
a case has oceurred it 1oust have arisen from
the fact that parties who live in that district
have adopted a very expensive system of
school. Bus auny inequality that liag arisen in
conneection with sectional assessment will be
removed by the new act. Tle house dmlibe-
rately sanctioned the law on the statute book
and gave it to the country as the best means
they could ‘provide for the education of the
country, and thevefore it is but right that we
should give facilities for carrying it out, for the
next six wonths at Jeast. The hon, member
for Inverness spoke of some sections where a
majority was not present at the meeting, The
hon. member knows that the notices were Te-
quired to be issued by the inspectors  The in-
spector in the county .o which ke refers isa
very efficient otficer, and great pains muss
have heen taken to give these notices as much
publicity as possible, L am aware, however,
that there are a great many cases where a
large bo ly of the people would not attend the
school meeting, and subsequently complained
of the action of those who were present. Par-
ties having acted uader the law have a right
to have theiraction carried out fully and faith-
fully. There are other instances in which they
thought they conld tax the whole property in
the district, but this shows they had not the in-
tormation which they oughs to have had. - In
fhe case of the mines to which he refers,. par-
ties say they do not belong to the country and
therefore should not.contribute to the schools.
The hon. member says the legislature have no -
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right to press unfairly upon one man for the
benefit of the many.

Mr, BLANCIIARD.—~DBy an ex post facto law.

Hon. Pro. SEC.—This is not an e post fucto
Inw, Itisonlyintended to pass a bill which
will give legal sanction to the acts of the peo-
ple under the law of the land, I1f the hon.
member takes the ground I have stated lie
strilkes down a fundamental prineiple of legis-
lation. But when the main bill comes up, then
will be the proper time to argue the question
of education in full, The simple question liere
15, whethier the house will give their assistance
to the people of this country in carrying on
eiucation by means of the law now on the
statute book for the next six months.

Mr., BPEWART CAMPBELL—] am excee-
dingly sorry that the Government did not ac-
cept the suggestion oftered the other day, and
consider the main bill firgt. There are two prin-
eiples involved in this bill—one of a prospect-
ive, and the other of a retrospective character.
In adopting the prospective character of the
bill, the house at the same time is called up-
on to sanction the principle of the main Lill,—~
No person could accept the flrst part of the bill
under discugsion withont agrecing to the prin-
ciple of assessment, Itis trae that that princi-
pie was approved of by a majority of the lust
houase, but I have reason to doubt whether the
satue verdict of approval would be given now,
I think the evitlence is incontestible that the
mind of the country is changed upon this
point.  We have proofof it in every quarter.—
Where in many districts there were formerly
a large nuwber of schools, the number has
dwindled down to mere units. I take it there-
fore, that the sense of the people has undergone
a change, and if the house adopt the principle
of assessment they will be going adverse to the
wishes of the country. When the Provincial
Seeretary the other day was alluding to the
principle of the main bill, he stated that but
few petitions had been presented against asses-
ment. Ican account tor that very readily.—
Wlen the government published to the coun-
try that the measure would be reconstructed—
the people took it for granted that the principle
of the bill would receive some wodifcation, and
therefore there was no need for them to peti-
tion,

Hon, Prov, SEC.—There was nothing of the
kind contained in the notice.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL.~-Any one would natural-
ly infer frow the notice that the principle of
the bill was to be materially chauged. That
accounts for the absence of petitions against
it. There was another reason—the govern-
ment were not supposed to have their eyes
more blinded .than their neighbors, or their
ears more deaf to what was said on every side.
It was natural then that people should imagine
that the government were not iguorant of the
universal condemnation the bill was receiving
from every quarter, Irepeat my opinion that
it would ‘have been infinitely better to have
settled the main bill first, for the principle of
assessments being incorporated into this mea-
sure 1 am called upon to perpetuate a principle
to which I believe the great body of the peo-
ple are hostile.. 1t is said the bill will enable
the people to obLtain -schools where there are
none now; but what security have you that
they will accept it? Under the nold bill the
same authority was given, but they did not
choose toavail themselves of it—and so the

.ow

same thing might happen again. There are
other obnoxious features in this bill—the com-
vosition of the council of public instruction,

o1

or ingtance, is most objectionable inthe eyes -

of the people, and I think will not find much
favor here. The hon, Pro, Scc. says the bill is
not an expost facto one. I don’t know whether
he is serious or not, but I will refer him to his
hon. colleague (the Att. Gon,) for a definition «f
that term, amd 1 think he will tell him that
that i3 ¢z p8t facto which justifies as Inw that
which at present is not the law. I have no
doubt that many inconveniences have resulted
from the present school act, and that in gome
instances injustice will be done to contractors
unless their contracts are amended in sone
shape, but [don’t think this bill is caleulate@
to atford them relief. It is true, as I before re-
marked, that last session I gavo my assent to
the prineiple of assessment, but 1 did not go
as far ag some hon, geutlemen did. I think,
however, I am bound to pay some respect to
the 0{)ininns of the people, and not persist in
upholding a principle I havoe good reason to be-
lieve is distasteful to them. In the neighbor-
ing I'rovince we have an example of the foily
of going against public opinion, and heve, al-
though the government have committed them-
selvey to a measure of great importance, I
hardly think they will veuture to carry it out
after the inkling they have got of the views of
the people upon it. If they respect the views
of the people in that case why not in this, I,

at all events, amn not disposed to run my head .

against the wall and to sanction what I con-
sider a large body of my constituents are op-

posed to, aud I think the government should :

pause betore they attempt to perpetuate a
principle so distasteful to the country at large.

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL—I 1must cors:

gratulate the hon, gentleman upoun the spi-

ritin which he has approached the subject. No :

person can object to the style or manner of his
awldress, although I shall have to difter with
him as to his arguments. Nor can I agree
with him in his opinion that this is an ex post
facto law, An ex post facto law is one made
to create new rights that had no previous exis-
tence, and new liabilities never contemplated

either Ly the legislature or the acts of the indi- .

vidual concerned. 3 C
case is analagous to that of legalizing the at-
sessment rolls of counties—a thing that is do1 e

That is not this case. This -

every day, where the proceedings of grand ju- .
ries have been irregular—and that has becn -

done too in cases where verdicts have been gi-

ven and private rights disposed of. In theoue -

case the object was to-carry ont the intention
of the sessiond. Here it was to give eflect 10

the policy of tha Legislature in cases where ir- -

regularities had occarred. The.objection raised -
by the mewmber for Guysbero—that the assess- .

ment principle would not now be approved «f
—does not apply to the case, -The point is, th:t
the Legislature having decided upon the
cy, the country is bound to abide by it, wher«

ever the majority have adopted it. It was not .-
forced upon the people, but was- left open for

them to adopt it or not. - N

I differ entirely from the view of the hon.-
member for Guysboro, that the . notice given
by the Government conveyed the idea thatthe
principle of the bill would be moditied. On the

contrary, no otlier conclusion could be drawn -

from it but thatthe Government intended to

_uphold the principle. As tothe statement thug

1- -
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tha measure iy 80 unpopular, I can only say
that I julgo of that by the results, In some
sections it hag not been adopted, not becanse
the majority were opposed to if, but becanse
they were frightened with the idea that the
law coull not be carried out. The returns
ghow that, even with all tho ditlicnlties it had
to contend with, there were nearly as many
chiblren going to school as in 1863 under the old
m(:_t—-sr)”t)ntt it cannot have been so unpopular
after all,

Mr, ArcminaLb —Tam very much as-
tonished at the definition given by the hon,
Atty. Gen. of an ex post fucts law, [t i3 one of
the first prineiples that lies at the root of @il
logal education, that all Jaws showdd bave a
prospective and not a retrospoctive application,
Aud what, may I aslk, does this lnwdo?  Does
it not subject individaals to liabititics to which
they were not subjoct hefore, and create rights
that had no previous exisienee?  What ditler-
cuce is there in principle between it and fn-
posing duties upon goods alveady in the mar-
kot, which did not exist at the time of their
importation? None that I can seo, and surely
the Atty. Gen. would not deny that would
be an e¢x post fuecto law, [ undertake tosay
that any act, the eflect of which is to make
that law, which i8 not law at the time of its
passage, is ex post facio in its relation, and in-
volves o doetrine which has been seouted from
the earliest times, Every onc is familiar with
the celebrated definition of Cicero, who, in
speaking of such laws, said they were contrary
to natural justice, unsound in principle, and
pernicious in thgie effeets, All laws shoukl be
prospective in their application—not retrospec-
tive. Theetieet of this law wag to euforce ob-
ligations which dill not now exist, and to legis-
late money from the pockets of one into those
of aunother, which was inconsistent with the
principles of natural justice. Butit was urged
that the object of the law was only to remove
taichmical objections. Iivery one remembers
t10 celebrated case tried not long since in tho
city of Halitax, where a party was acquitted
of the crime of murder on the ground of a
t:chnical objection—just because a little bit of
brass bad not been passed over the senl of
warrant, This appeared a trivial matter, yet
in the opinion of the judges it reduced the
crime from murder to manslaughter. And
yet they might, just upon the same grounds in
that case, bave asked the legislature to pass
an ex post facto law to remedy the informality,
as in thig ease. The houn. Pro. Sec. said that
the case I gave him in iy previous remarks
was an exceptional one. 1 cangive him one of
a person who was agsessed for a third of £500
who did not reside in the district at all; but it
go happened that the people abandoned their
own assessment, otherwise the law would
make hiw pay.

Dr. TurpPER denied that it would apply to a
case like that.

Mr. ARcHIBALD.~Certainly it would, and I
would give hitn cases by the thousand. It the
old law contained irregularities so great as to
induce the Government to take notice of them,
—if the sectional system bore so unjustly and
unequally upon the people, why not remedy
the evils as far as possible by the bill they
were introducing. Surely a fair and equit-
able system might be devised without resort-
ing to the dangerous and nu-knghsh systemn of
¢ post facto legislation. When the government
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gave notice to the country that they co1ll go
onin violation of the law of the land, and
Pledged themsolves that when the Legistature
met, the House would be called upon to lezal-
ize their proceedings, I eannot help thinking
they assmpoed a position that no govermment
should occupy, and it is but an apt fllustration
of the warning 1 gave of the danger of asyovia-
ting the subjcet of cdueation with the politics
of the country, It the Gevernment had not
heen identiliald with the Conneil of Instruetion,
they would not have taken that position, A
thousand times botter would it have been to
have let the law stand ay it was untfl the
house met than to tell the country no matter
what violation of law was committed, it would
be wll sanctioned when the tegislature net—
This, as I hive saiid, was taking a position that
no Government ouuht to occupy, aml I defy
the Hon, Prov, Scey. to prodiee @ paraliel in-
stanes in the whole civilized world,  If the
Couneil of Tnstruetion” had been composed of
persons totally dizconnected tromn the politics
of tha country, this extraordinary spectacle
would not have been presented.  So tfar from
thinking that the Government were right in
giving this notice of their intention to legalize
wint had been done, 1 think they should have
coutented themselves with expressing thelr re-
gret that ditienlties had arisen, and should
have informed the people that however greas
the inconvenieuces mizht be, they would
have to wait until the legislature met,
when  their  grievances  would  be  dealt
with in tho only coustitutional manuer.
That would have been the proper course to
hiave pursue:d, and 1 do not think the govern-
ment are warranted in calling upon the house
to justity their illegal acty. The hon. Pro. Sec.
urges, as an exanple, that lagt year when we
passed the presens school act, we left the old
lnw in force for a certain time; but he forgets
that nobady was injured by that course—no
new responsibilitics were ereated—and no per-
son wis catled upon to discharge liabilities he
never incurreld, Thers was, therefore, no pa-
rallel Letween the two cases. I am ataloss
to know what is to prevent the equitable prin-
ciple of the new bill from being embodied in
this and coming into immediate operation. [
shall not weary the house at any greater
length. I make these objections in no hostile
spirit to the mmamn principle of the bill but
from an honest convictiou that [ am right, So
strong was the repugnatce to the principle of
ex post facto legislation felt by the great
men who framed the constitution of the United
States that they felt it necessary to express in
the written counstitution of that country that
none such coulid be enacted--so thatif ang-
thing like this were attempted in Massachu-:
setts or New York, it would be coutriry to the
declared policy of the country. Is it right’
then 1 ask to violate this principle when no
great public necessity exists? I beg rhe govern-
ment to pause then wnd consider whether the
remedy they desire caunot be accomplished in -
no other way. A large nwmber of the mem-
bers of the house have no objection to the prin-
ciple ot the Litl—and in that re<pect [ ditfer
from the hion, member for Guysborough, who
saysthat he has changed his mind, I have not
experienced any change in my opinion. Iam’
satisfied that a sound system of assessment,
based upon the couaty principle, and regalated
by the experience of the past year, wiil com-
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mend itself to the judgment of the people.

But [ must strongly oppose this attempt to le-

gislate in defianen of constitutional ‘pr nclples,

and of those rules of legislation which have

their origin in nataral justice and reason
Then this debate was adjourned, and the

liouse adjourned until the next day at 3 o'clock,

TUuEsSDAY, March 14,

The house met at 3 o'cloclks.

Ion, Prov, Sec, I2id on tho table the report

of the Coumnmnissioner of Minea.
THIND READINGS,

The following bills were read a thivd tima:—
To euableo the city of Halitax to borrow money
to pay ot the debt on the Market Honse; To
wnthnrize the sale of parsonags lot and School
House at North West, Lunenburyg; To incor-

wrate the Miré Bay Iarbour Company; To
ineorporate the Sydney and Bras d'Or Steam-
boat Company; To incorporate the new Glas-
gow Marine Insurance Company.

ACTS OF INCORPORATION,

Mr, Pryon introduced & Lill to incorporate
the Catubridge Coal Mining Cowmpany, which
was read a second time,

Lfon. Mr. S1tANN0oN introduced an act to in-
corperate the Cape Breton Mining Cowpany,
PPort Hood, Iuverness,

ASSESSMENT.

Mr. BouUriNor intreduced a bill to amend
Chap. 45 B. S., and in deing 80 he stated that
in the county of Cape Breton properties which
were of enormous value were estitmnated on the
assessuent roll at a very sinall amount, IFor
example, mines that were worth from $500, to
E500,000 were put down ut $7000 only. There-
tore a large proportion ot the rates, it was
(quire obvious, had to be borne by the mass of
the people of the county. The ohject of the
bill ‘was to give the clerk of the peace the
power of ealling tho sessions together for the
purpose of taking the matterinto consideration,
and remedying it.

LICENSES IN HALIFAX.

Mr. TosIN prescnted a petition of the grocers
in the city of Halifax, and stated that it ap-
peared that a law is to go into operation on
the 15ta of this month, separating the sale of
spirituous liquors by retail from that of gro-
ceries.  The grocers complain that dus notice
was not to be given, and ask the House to take
the matter into their favorable consideration,

Mr. BLANCHARD stateid that last session the
Council sent up abill in which the sale of
liguors was restricted. He regretted 10 sec it
stared in the petition that the persouns affected
had had no opportunity of defending their in-
terests. The fact wag, that a number of them
appeared before tlie Committes on City Bills,
auid many geutlemen present would doubtless
remember a very eloquent appeal that was
made by oue party engaged In this traffic,
The committee reported up the bill as it then
existed. Some discussion took place in the
house, and the hon, Atty. Genl. suggested that
the matter be referred to the City Council, and
that they be allowed to make such restrictions
as they might think proper. It wasaccording-
1y sent back to the Council to o as they wight
thiuk proper, amd they adopted such measures
as they thought advisable. He did not think
that the house should interfere between the
City Council and their constituents.”
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On motion of Mr, Tobin the petition was re-

ferred to the committee on city bills,
RIVER FISIHERIES,

Hon, I'ro. St¢, laid on the tible, in answee
to the hon. member for Richmond (Mr, LeVess
conte), lotters from the Custos of Halifax and
of Hanty, stating that Iuspectors of River
Pigheries had Leen appointed in both these
counties,

PETITION.

Mr, ARCIITBALD presented a petition from

Truro against the present school I,
INCORPORATION OF COS,

Hon, Mr, SttaNSoN, chairman of committeo
of private bills, reported up the bill to incor-
porate the Commereial Dank of Windsor, and
the bill to incorporate the Central Mining
Company.

PETITION FOR A ROAD,

Mr. HivLn presented a petition feom K, Haua
sen praying fora speeial grant tor a road, and,
in doing so, stated that the petittoner was an
enterprizing man, amd ol established oosaw
will at the locality,  He had 100 men at work
al 6 horses,

Hon, Prov, 8¢, did not know of any par.
ties who came befora the government, or legig-
Lature under more favorgle clrrumstancey
thau the petitioner. He was a partuer of the
gentleman who was present o the previous
day with the mass of gold that attracted so
mtuch attention, They wers engnual in devee
loping the gold mines of this provinee inamost
successtul manner, and were disposed to apply
the wealth so acquired in the development of
other material resources of the provitee, Any
l;orsou traveliing to Windsor might see a very

arge establisliment which i3 being earrvied on
with great enterprize in connection with lum-
ber by the petitioner.  He (Dr. T') had no
doubt that the government and legislature
would view the application tavorably,

Mr. 8. CavpepeLb said it ever there was a
private speculation introdueed for the purpose
of obtaining a grant from the government it
was the one betore the housce.

Mr. Hinn explained that the road asked for
would be a preat boon to the people in the
ncighborhood, as it wonld atford them much
easier means of aceess to the railway than they
now possessed,

Mr. Coniy CAMPBELL thought it a very
strange thing for the leader of the government
to advocate a claim for money witen others
had to go the proper channel amd take their
chance,

Hon. Prov. SEC. replied that he was con-
fident that he could say, with the approval of
the house, that they as well as the government
would be always disposed to look with the
greatest favor and consideration wnpon the
claims of any parties who were engag d in
developing the resources of the province, Last
gession the government showed their desire to
do everything that was in their power in the
way of fmproving the communiciations with
the gold mines. He would andertake to pre-
dict for the foture that parties belonging to
any county who came betore the house with o
just claim for aid in carrying on a great public
enterprise connected with the development of
the resources of the province would always
receive the most favorable consideration,

Mr. BouRriNOT said he was glad to hear the
Provincial Secrétary express such views, that
it was the duty of every governn:eunt to use
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every effort to improve the means of commu-
nication to the mines, hoth of gold and coal, in
this country. Every one knew that our coal
mines contribnted Targely to the revenue, and
it was bnut vight that every means of commu-
nication shonld be attorded to the parties en-
gaged in these enterprises,  Liast year he was
prowd to say thot they had in Cape Breton a
special grant tor the opering up new roads to
their new mines, and lis trasted that this year
mueh larger meins wonld be afforded for the
samae pu There was now upwards of

IS,
tweuty mines ready for work in that connty,
gome of which eould not ho reaclied by cven a

bridle path, aud he was quite sure that when
the government had eognizance of these facts
they would take them into their most serious
vonsideration,

THE TALLAITASSEE.

Hon, Pro. Sic. Iaid on the table the report
of the Chicf Commissioner of Mines for 18064;
alsn copies of correspondence  bet yeen the
Lieuwtenaut-Ceovernor, Vice-Admiral Hope, the
American Consul, the Provineial Secretary,
and the Right Honorable Edward Cardwell,
upon the suhject of the visit to this port of the

tonfederate cruiser Tallahassee.  The British
goveruwaut cordially endorsed and approved
of the proceedings taken by Sir Richard
Graves MceDouuell, m respect to this delicate
watter.

MISCELLANEOUS,

Mr. Arcriinard presented a petition from
a number of miners relative to the law of
patents,

Mr. TosiN referred fo the comumitiee on
humane institutions the petition of Mrs. Sulli-
van, who considers that her daughter, now in
the asylum is not really ingane, and that her
husband is mainly the cause of Iter detention.
Dr. DeWolle, to whom the paper had been
gubmitted, stated that the woman was estively
unfit to be set at large, My, Tobin wished the
committee to enquire iuto the matter, for the
purpose of satislying the petidoner who was
very troublesome.

Mr. ArcuipaALD nmade an enquiry of the
wovernment relarive to a right of scarch, but
ag lhe spoke inaudibly the purport was not
caught.

AMr. LoNxarnny presented a petition from the
inhabitants of Handley’s Mountain praying
tor an alteration in a post ride.

ASVLUM FOR INESRIATES.

Mr. LoNGLEY prescuted a petition from the
Grand Division of Sons of Teinperance for the
establishment of an asylum for the reforma-

tion of inebriates; also a bill in accordance.

with the prayer thereof. Mr. Longley said
that he dild so in deference to the opinions of
several respectable persons in Halifux, and he
would move that it be referred to a spedial
committee with a view to enable those gen-
tlemen to appear before it and explain their
views.

Mr. ArRCUIBALD said that the hon. gentle-
man had better explain the general features of
this bill. .

Mr. LONGLEY said the principle of the bill
was to tax the Ruwmseller for the support of
those untortunates who had been brought to
that state by his means, but as it would be
difficult to et at them in the first instance,
the Legislature would have to be applied to
for aid.  He had scarcely had tine to examine
the bill, and he wight say that it did not ex-

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATEL.

actly acecord with his views. In his opinion
nothing but entire prohibition would do.

Mr. LEVESCONTE said it was the labit of
some persons to be constantly referring to
those engaged in the importation and sale of
intoxicating liguors, as a class that ought to be
crushed. Now, he considered that as long as
the house maintained the policy of deriving a
large amount of Revenue from thiy service,
they shounld not look down upon those enga-
ged in a legitimate traftic, arnd therefore he
could not sce why thoy should be taxed for
this object any mwore than anyholy else, It
would appear to be the wish of 'the member
for Annapolis to shat these men out from the
pale of society altosether,

Mr. LONGLEY had no wish to say a word
offensive to a class of persons, many of whom
were highly respectable; but, he would ask,
if through the opceration of this business men
arc ruined, and hecome nuisances to socisty,
what persons could be more legitimately tax-
ed for thelr maintenance than those who con-
tribute to make them so? He had no hesita-
tion in saying that all those c¢ngaged in the
manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors
were doing a great harm to  society, no
matter how high their character or position
sinight be.  He would like to have this bill re-
ferred to a select committee, so that those more
immediately interested in it mizht have an
opportunity of shewing the necessity for it.

Hon. Arry., GENL. said the attempt had
been made by the imposition of high duties to
restrain the importation of intoxicating liquors .
into the country, Lut it had failed.  He was
ready to go with any gentleman to prevent
the undus use of them, and if this hill was
caleulated to improve the condition of the un-
fortunate class to whom it bad reference, he
would be inclined Vo give it hisassistance., He
did not think the Province was in a position
to erect a separate Asylmn, but as it was the
intention to enlarge the Luoatic Asylum,there
might be a separate ward set apart for these
nufortunates wiw, no doubt, required the same
treatment as other Lunatics,

Mr. MILLER was happy to hear the remarks
of the Atty. Genl. He thougzht an Institution of
this kind was quite indispensable, it would -
not be a novelty either, for they were in suc-
cessful operation in the United States, There
was no doubt, that there were a large number
of persons in this country—(one or two serious
cases had come under his own observation,)
who reyuired to be treated in an establishment
such as that contemplated in the bill, and he
hoped the subject would receive the favourable
consideration of the house.

Mr. ToBIN stated that an establishment of
this kind bad been opened in tLo State of New
York about five years ago, he could not say
with what success, or how it was supported;
bus he thought it would be well for the com-
mittee to whom the DLill would he referred te
put themselves in communication with the .
managers of that institution, and lie had Bo
doubt they would obtain useful information.
He well remembered the occasion when that
establishment was opened, when tle late Ed-
ward Everett delivercd one of the most elo-
quent addresses he had ever heard. He did .
not know how the idea of the hon. member
for Annapolis, to tax those who dealin the
article would worlk; he rather thought that if -
they did, it would be found that the consumers
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after all would be the ones who would have to
pay. He for ohe would rejoice if anything
could be done for this unfortunate class who
were incapable of taking care of themselves
or their property; and if this Dbill afforded a
feasible mode of accomplisbing that object, it
deserved the consideration of the house.

Mr. ArcHIBALD reported favorably on the
petition of Cieorge Turner relative to compen-
sition in connection with a road from New
Ross, Coun‘y of Lunenburg, The Committee
recoramend that he be indemnitied out of the
road funds of the County of Lunenburg.

Hon. ATTY. GEN’L, laid on the table an es-
timate of the Militia service for the year end-
ing September 30th, 1363, the awmount being
about $80,000.

THE SCHOOL LAW.

Hox. ATTy. GEN'L, on moving the ad-
journed debate, said: As the Leader of the
Opposition made some remarks last night
wflic_h I had no opportunity of answering, 1
now think it necessary to say a few words.
He appears 1o have misunderstood what I said
coucerning an ex post fucto law. I did not say
that it would not have in any respeet a retros-
pective operation. I referred to cases.of legis-
lation that have taken place here fur half a
¢entury back in this house, and stafed that
this bill was no more ex post fucto than the moss
of them The hLon. gentleman based his chief
objection to the clause upon the ground that it
raised liabilities where none such existed. He
will rerollect this house imposed the labilitios
Ly the legislation of last year, The moment a
majortty of a school section decided to suppert
a school by assessinent, the liabilities of the
party for a proportiou of that assessment was
made, Therefore he was, under the law,
provided the school kept for the year,
bound to pay his share. The clause applies to
sections where the .schools have been estab-
lished, aud all the benefits contemplated by
the law have been enjoyed. If thereforean in-
dividual receives value for what he is assessed,
itis but right he should pay-for it. Therefore
there i3 wo injustice in the case to which
the hon, member refers. It was the law of the
land, but it failed to be carried out because of
some technical objection that the party raised.
Now we all know that technical objections
are not encouraged in courts of Inw or in Jegis-
latures and when mere technical objections in-
terfere with the carrying out of the provisions of
the law, it is the duty of the Legislature to re-
move that difficulty. If the law was changed,
so that a man who was called upon to pay £2
under the act, had to pay £3, it would be a
breach of faith. If vou changed the law, that
would be ex post fucto legislation. I have not
had time to look into the privciples of the
Amerlean constitution to which the hon. gen-
tleman referred, bus if my memory serves me
right there is nothing in the United States sys-
tem by which any local legislature would be
prevented from passing an act like this. I be-
lieve it goes so far, that you cannot make a
man by an ex post facto law guilty of a crime
that he would not be otherwise guilty of. If
the legislation that is now asked for takes
place, it will be but carrying out the law. I
consider that in legalizing the "acts to whichI
have referred you don’t do more than justice
to all the interests concerned. . R

Mr.. ARCHIBALD—The hon. member says
that the house last year imposed the liability,
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but does he not see that it was imposed upon
certain conditions, Suppose that hulf a dozen
rate-payers ‘of a district met together and
agreed to assess the whole section, and that
the rest of the people kuew: nothing about i,
Could the houn. gentleman say that a liability
of that kind was a just one? If he is willing
to say that he exempts froumr the operation or
this act all those cases where sufiicient notice
was not given, I will go with hitn. DBut the
operation of this act is to take away substan-
tial and legal objections. You will find many
casts where the wishes of the people were
axainst adopting the principle of assessment
altogether, If the Inspector has called aneet-
ing, of which he has given due notice, you do
not require this legalizing act at all, but your
object 1s in reference to cases where the notice
has not been given—where the people have
not been properly informed—where the mest-
ing has been held surreptitiously, or in such a
way as not to be legal. Now, if parties bave
not been assessed legally, yon are making
them liable. Ifthe Attorncy General woul
alter the bill so far as to say that where the
Inspectors have given due notice—where the
people knew the meeting wag to s held—
where a majority have united ou assessment,
then no one could complain, I consider that
it is as unsound to apply an post jucto law
in reference to property as to cases of erime, It
the house choose to pass a bill to Liaud over
‘the property on the ove side to those on the
other, it is witkin the jurisdiction of Parlia-
ment, but it would be uncoustitutional and n
saross violation of tho rights of individuals.
The same rewark applies to cases where yon
impose a liability where none renlly exists.
1t the law has gone into operation in some
quarters legally, it should be carried out. It
is the lIaw of the land, and persons who may
be subject to the greatest bupositions cannot
have any remedy, but wherd by good fortune
they are exempt, is it right for the Legislature
to step in aund say, it will cuforee o wron
which it had not the toresizhit to guard agaings?
I consider that the principls which lies at the
foundation of this bill is subversive ¢f all the
rights of property.

Hon. At1v. GEN.~The more T listen to the
debate on this bill, the more convineed am 1
that the objections which ave urged should be
properly minide in emmmittee, and that there
should be no opposition to the second reading.
I cannot understand how the hon member can
uphold the principle that when & inan obtains
all the Densfits the law intended he should
have, he should be exempt through soue little
mistake or irregularity. Does not he know
that his goverumoent came in aud declared the
city of Halifax liable tor the $109,000 and a
large sum for interest besides, though the
question was in litigation? Was not that
ex post jucto legislation in faet? It was placing
the legislature in the position of & court of
law, and doing away with the olje-tion that
the city might urge to the payment of the
money. It was goiug a great deal turiher than
is now attempted under the present bill.
Thereare cases where every man in the dis-
trict- knew of the meeting. where they agreed
to ‘assessment unanimously,.and said after-

~wards that the proceedings were not regular—
that the proper number of days’ notice had

not been giveu—that the rotices had not been
propetly circulated. Should not the legisla-
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ture interfere in such cases, and make these
parties incur the liabilities. In other cases
exception was taken beeause the chairmnan
was not on the rate voll. If the words are not
sufiiciently definite in the bill, ¥ have no ob-
Jjection to altering them. I am quite ready to
restrict 118 operations to the cases where the
schools hinve been in operation under the act
of last year, and the sections have received all
;.hc benedits which it was intended they should
ave, .
Mr. 8. CarxrpsELL—Tho mistake which {he
hon, member makes is at stariing. His pre-
mises are wroug, and his conelusions, tlhiere~
fore, st be incorrect also.  He tells us that
the education act imposed liabilities upon
parties, and that the present bill is only in-
tended to cuforce them. I difivr from him
totally. The act only imposed liabilities sub
modo, and that is the distinction which he
Las lost sizhity of altogether. There were no
liabilitics, I contend, if the reyuisites of the
law were not complied with,  For instance, L
kuow a © where oue of the trustees ap-
poiuted was n0t a rate-payer in the district,
The bon. member has assumed liahilities to
exigt which donot in fact. He tells us that
technical objections do not prevail in a
court of law. These reguisites were embodied
in the law, The Legislature considered that
there was something substantial in thew, or
they wounld not bave placed them in the law,
When these requisites have not been fultilled
the Legizinture would say that the partics
who availed therselves of the fart did not
slielter themselves undex a techuical butunder
a substantinl oujection. Again, if you wmake
wman pay one pound when he is not by law
lable for one penuy, is not that ex post facto
legisintion © The hon. member shakes his
Lead, but 1 wish he would shake someiling
out of it. 1t there are nothing in these objec-

tions—it they are oaly technical ard not
substantinl, what is thoe meaning of this Jega-

liging avt?  What is the uecessity for it?
These are cljections which conrts of law
will take notice of, and we will not live much
longer without fiudufg that we do not know
all we onght to know upon that subject.

Mr, ARCHIBALD—With regard to the law
respecting the city of Halifax, I may tell the

“hon. member that it bears no analogy to the
present bill. We did not make a debt, but
simply declared the mode in which one that
existed should be carried out, But this is not
the case before us.  The moment the Attorney
General will show me that this is a liability
imp}osml by law, I ain ready to give him a re-
medy.

Hou, A7rv. GEXL—If I can shake sowme-
thing into the Leads of gentlemen opposite, T
will have done some good in rising so often.
The hon. member for Colehester says that this
bill bears 1o resemblance to that velating to
the city of Halifax which I referred to. He
says it only regunired the recovery ef aliability,
That is all we ave doing. I hold that the mo-
ment the meeting of the inhabitants of any
section took place, and assessment was adopt-
ed, the lia vy was imposed upon every man
within the Lmits of the section to pay his proper
proportion for the suppors of the school, The
city of Halifax took certain objections to pay-
ing the liability—that the Railway was not
carried out as was first contemplated—and
the House stepped in and said that the city was
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legally responsible, and fixed the amount they
were tn pay. The hon, moeuniber canuot deny
that was going very much furthber than we
wish to do. Does anybody pretend that the
assessment in any case was wreng, and that
any man was called upon to pay what he was
not liable to under the law? No such charge
hias been made, If the gentleman referred to
by the hon. member for Colehester could say
he was assessed in disproportion to what he
ought to pay, he would have a case for appeal
to the projer quarter, All that we wish to do
is to carry out the law, and protect public
ofticers who have endeavored to discharge
their Quties faithiully.

Mr. M¢DONXELL said—It will be remember~
ed by the hon, gentleman that when the very
clause of the school act of last wintar which
bas caused this debate was being discussed,
I gave it iy most strenuous opposition. How-
ever the law was passed and was imposeld
upon the country. In dealing, therefore, with
the subject at present, we 1nust do so as we
find it before us, and in that manuer which to
us may scewn best caleulated to effees the
greatest amount of public good, and thus set
the difiiculties now existing in wany of our
school sections ab rest. In approaching the
subject I consider that I possess a consider-
alle advantage over the hon. leader of the
opposition, who, when the bill was introduced
into the louse last winter, went further in
sapport of the principle of assessment th
any other gentleman, and made use of the ex-
pression that his greatest fault with the act
was that it did not go far enough, but should
hiave firmly established the system of assess-
ment by leaving no alternative, Now, sir, 2
great deal of unuecessary debate has taken
place as to what is the meaning of an ex post
Jucio law? to which it is said the presens bill
amouuts, 1 have no doubt but every gentle-
man around these benches, professional and
lay, fully vnderstand the operation of such a
law. Asto the present bill, I must adiir, and
as a lawyer, that as partof it has a retros-
pective effect, it will have an es post fucto
operation, It is, however, admitted that vwere
is such a specices of legislafion in all countries
having civilized governments—and in the laws
of this country we arenot wanting in instances
of this mode of legislation employed under
certain peculiar and special circuimstances.
The question as it presents itself to the house
is—are the circuimstances of the preseunt case
such as to warrant our adoption of this
course., Lot me review the sulject. At
the last session of the Legislature an act
wag passed cstablishing an felucational sys-
tem in this province. The intention awnd
spivit of this law was plain and obrious to
every body, but in the wording of the actit
was found that there were slizht and techuni-
cal defects—but none suiticient to mislead any
persen in its interpretation of it. Now,sir, [
admit that the bill Lefore the houce has an ex
post fucto operation as far the the technicalities
of the act of last session are concerncd, Luy as
to the spirit, real and plain iuteution of this
act it has not.  We find two clisses of persons
will be affected by the passage of this act—
those who were subjected to certain duties and
liabilities by proceedings taken under the law
of last wmter before the publication’ of the
notices' issued by the of council public in-
siruction; who mainained that there wexs
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defects in the language of the act, and
therefore evaded its obligations, - and set
at naught the enactment of this Legislature,
while well knowing its purposes and in-
tention. A second class are those wlo re-
sided in school sections in which no proceed-
ings were takeu under the act before 25th of
October, but in pursuance of the notice of the
council referred to afterwards were subject-
el to the provisions of the act. Now, sir,
let me ask the Lon. gentlemau whether
those persons who, while knowing the inten-
tion of this Legislature in passing that act
and while fully understanding the law under
this obligation created under if, owing to
trifling defects in the wording of the act, set
its provisions at naught and detiance, and treat-
ed the enactment of this house as well, are in
a position to ask this Legislature to refrain
from enforcing and carrying out the spirit of
the act. No person who has treated the action
of this legislature with contumely will com-
plain against the passing of the preseant bill,
and I say, sir, that they should ask favours
with clean hands. There was no possibility of
any person being misiead. The notices given
by the council of public instruction had full
publicity in the Hoyal Guzette, and the press,
as much as any of the taws on our statute
book, and none could have misunderstood his
situation and obligations under the law. I
think this is a fitting case for the exercise of
this mode of legislation; and that while the
council of education will be much benefitted,
the legal rights of individuals are not unjustly
affected. -

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE—Tha leader of the
opposition ‘expressed his indignation at the
serious wrongs we are going to impose, but
when he was 8o eloquent upon that point, I
recalled to mind when what I cousidered a
most atrocious act of ex post facto legislation
wag supported by him and his friends. I al-
lude to the case of the township of Granville,
which caused a great deal of excitewment in
this Legislature. The party with which the
hon. gentleman was connected brought in this
Legis%ature an act to assess that township,
and eompel them to pay a claim two or three
years after it had been incurred, and the town-
ship had resisted it. Looking at the journals
of the divisions that took place on this occa-
gion, I find the name of Mr. Archibald in fa-
vour of the bill, . I voted for the amendment
to reject the bill. But what are we asked to
do now? It-well knowa that s entlemen oppo-
site were instrumental in passing the law of
last session. The hon. leader of the opposition
spoke in tavour of the principle of assessment
of which he has always been an advocate. We
passed the act for the improvement of the
country. In many sections it met with
some opposition from the people — who
are a law abiding people, as a rule—but in
other districts it was otherwise. And let
me say that the question has never been treated.
in a political aspect. In thy own county the
strongest advocates of the bill were in the rank

is asked to do is to protect individuals who on
the faith of the law of last session. entered
into engagements.- We wish' to. provide for

irregularities, mere technical difficulties, that-
have arisen in connection with the working of .

the law., - We only impose a liability where it
has already been imposed, and call upon par-

13

97

ties to pay where in equity they are bound to
do so. I happened to be traveliing last fail
when this bill was to be brought into operation,
and had an opportunity of seeing the commc-~
tion consequent upon the holding of the sec-
tional meeting, I heard parties say that the
time of notice was too short—the circulars had
not been properly distributed. However
meetings were leld, and the trustees incurred
contracts with the teachers in order to carry
out the provisions of the act. But are we to
say that owing to some insignificant techuical-
ity the spirit and intention of the law is to be
evaded, and parties who incurred responsibiii-
ties in gnod faith are to be made liable, whilst
the partles who have received all the benefits
of the school to which they were entitled
under the statute are to pay nothing.  When
the government found that in consequence of
want of information on the part of the people,
as respects the law, sections were  without
schools, and the cause of edueation about to
suffer, was it nct right for them to step in and
ask the legislature to give an opportunity of
orgzmizinﬁ schools. We are only taking that
course which we believe to be for the benefit
of the whole people. I frankly admit to the
hon. member for Colchester that the law has
operated hardly upon individuals, and that
will be remedied in the bill now on the table.
‘We believe, however, that at present we are
taking that course which will be of the great-
est advantage to the people. If woe are doing
a wrong to the few, it is for the Denefit of the
many. I believe if you refuse to legalize the
proceedings taken under the actof last session,
you will plunge the people into an amount of
trouble and difficulty that we cannot now
hardly estimate. - .
Mr, KAULBACK.~T am surprised at the ar-
guments advanced by honorable gentlemen
opposing this bill, Tt proposes to carry out the
legitimate objects and intentions of thelaw
passed by us last year—and which the learned
leader of the opposition supported to the full
extent of the assessiuent principle. It also
proposes to allow the people to' have schools,
if they think proper to have tliem, under the
present existing law until next antumn: In
carrying out the law it has been found that by
some mere technical owmissions parties mighs
escape the effects of their own acts, and where
they had, by a majority at the meetings, open-
ed schools and appointed trustees, who had’
contracted and made themselves personally
liable for salary: of teachers and other ex-
enses, - they might obliga the trustees to pay
it ous of -their oivn pockets without auy means
of redress. The people should be obliged to
keep the engagemonts they have made, and i
is our duty to protect and indemnify those who,
through no fault of theirown, entered into ob-
ligations in full faith and confidence in the
power of the law to save them harmless, We
must not and will not, I am sure, allow any :
persons. to suffer through any impotency in
our legislation. The hon. leader of ‘the opposi~ ~

! : tion styles this bill arbitrary and tyrannical— -
of the Liberal party. Allthat this Legislature. i

o the contrary, I'believe, did we refuse this
present billwe would then be acting arbitrary
and tyrannical —that we would not do our duty
did we fail in remedying the patent omissions -
init.--Iwas not‘a. little surprised at the la-
advanced by that honorable and learned gen. -
tleman: yesterday, when le stated that the
founders and framers of the constitution of



98

the United States viewed ex post facto legisla-
tton with such abhorrence as to engrave its
entire prohibition on the constitution, which
‘was binding upon each of the States. The
little learning I have of that constitution in-
duced me to belicve this only applied to
criminal matters. I hold in my hand, Mr.
Speaker, a high authority — which fully
justifies me in copdemning the law of
the learned gentleman. With your permis-
sion I will quote from I{ent, an authority of
high standing, and recognized not only here,
but in the courts of the mother-country :—

« Ex post facto laws relate to penal and crimi-
aal proceedings, which impose punishments or
forfeiture, and not to civil proceedings, which
affect private rights retrospectively. A retro-
spective statute, affecting and changing vested
rights, is very generally considered in this
country as founded on unconstitutional prin-
ciples. DBut this doctrine is not understood to
apply to remedial statutes, which may be of a
retrospective nature, provided they do not im-
pair contracts, or disturb absolute vested rights
and only go to confirm rights already existing,
andin furtherance of the remedy, by curing
defeets, and adding to the means of enforcing
existing obligations. Upon the same princi-
ple, whenever a power is given by a_statute,
everything necessary to the making of it effec-
tual or requisite to attain the end, is implied.”

Iamn glad to see honorable gentlemen on
both sides acknowledge and approve of the
law justquoted, and therefore feel counfident
that the great objsction there seemed to be to
the bill now before us is removed, and that we
all will ve able to give our covdial support to
it. The Council of Public Instruction, which
is the Governwent of the day,have I think,

‘rightly directed the proper steps to carry out
the law, and we would failin our duty did we
not support them in legalizing those acts and
the pledges they have made to the people. To
my wind there are objections to some of the
details of this bill, but they can be remedied
when the bill goes into committee. But I
trust this house will sustain the Government
on thie main principles introduced in this bill.

Mr. ARCHIBALD: I think that the House
ought 1o be obliged to the hon. mewmber for

. Lunenburg for the definition of ex post fucto
Jaws he has just read. 1t is just what I have
been contending all along,—that where they
are opposed to the principles of sound legisla-
tion as laid down by Xent, they should not be
tolerated. As to the case referred to by the
hon. member for Cumberland, of the township
of Granville, that stood in a very different po-
sition. There they actually owed a debt, and
there was no way of enforcing it. The law
passed was simply to assess upon the township
a debt it had really incurred. That was a very
different matter from this cage, where it was
soughit, not to carry out obligations already as-
sumed, but to create them. Suppose that a
meeting was held and an assessment made
and no legal notice had been given, does any
one contend that that- was a legal obligation
that should be carried out. Iadmit that where
persous have honestly incurred obligations on
the faith of the law being carried out, some
remedy should be provided. I am not guite
sure, however, whether the-obligations of
trustees informally appointed assuming to act
under the law, can be enforced; although, in
that ease, the burden would be thrown upon a
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class least able to bear it. I do not anticipate,

however, that much difficulty of this kind will
ensne. I mustagain denounce this act; and I
cannot do it in stronger language than that
quoted by the mewber for Lunenburg, as being

;_cog,tra,ry to the sound principles of legisla-
ion.

Mr. ToBIN.~As the lawyers have so far had
the battle all to themselves, I think it is time
for the laymen to stepin, I have sathere and
patiently listened to the arguments pro and
con, The ion. Attorney General has had a
great deal to say, and s0 has the leader of the
opposition, but they don’t seemn to understand
euach other's arguments. I think the Attorney
General’'s head must be nature’s great store-
house, judging frum the variety of arguments
ke Las been obliged to adduce in support of
this little measure. Now what is the nature
of this bill under discussion? It is sim-
ply to give effect and to legalize the proceed-
ings taken under the law passed last session,
and to remedy irregularities that have occur-
red, such as where trustees have incurred obli-
gations, and . he parties assessed have refused
to pay on account of some techdical informa-
lities in the proceedings. Now I cannot See
what objection there can be to this. I consider
it to be the duty of the house to give etfect to
the law, and to enable its provisions to be car-
ried out, even if it has to be done by a bill re-
trospective in its character. I believe that in
a great many sections the provisions of the law
bave not heen complied with at all, and the
effect will be that many children will be de-
prived of the means of education for the next
six months, unless the legislature steps in and
affords them facilities for availing theraselves
of the law. We have had a greatdeal of dis-
cussion about law and a great many different
subjects have been bandied across the floor of
the house, but after all they must come to a
common sense view of the subject, and the
question was, whether having passed a law,
they were not bound to see it carried out,~
having created the difficulty and caused the
confusion, it was not their duty to remove it,
and enable the people to educate their children
as the law intended. The bill may not be per-
fect in all its clauses, but let it go into commit-
tee where all defects could be remedied as re-
gards details. The main question was whe--
ther some such bill was not required, and upon
that point 1 should imagine: there can be but
little difference of opinion, : .

Mr. BLANCHARD said that it was a very
common practice amongst certain persons in
the House—and with none more so. than-with
the hon. member for Halifax—when a subject.
was being discussed by the legal gentlemen.on
both sides, to listen attentively to what was
being said, and then to get up and pronounce
their opinions ex cathedra, and to say, “ We
don’t want any legal advice--all. we wans is
common sense; these are- our opinions, and
you must accept them as sound doctrine, All
the sound sense is with us, and lawyers are en-
deavoring to mislead.,” It might be all very
well for hon. gentlemen, after taking advantage -
of the opinions of the lawyers, to profess to
scout them afterwards, but it is not exactly the
fair course to pursue. The hon. Attorney Gen.,
in the course-of his remarks, said. that the
more this bill was discussed the more he was"
convinced that it should go’into committee. T
differ entirely from him. I think the more it
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igsifted the more palpable are the objections to
it. He told us last evening that it was not an
ex post facto law.

Hon. ArTy, GEN.—I said it was not such an
one as was objeetionable in its character.

Mr. BLANCHARD.~The hon. gentleman did
not qualify his statement—but I think there
could be uone more objectionable. I will now
give the hon. Atty, General an illustration of
what this kind of legislation would lead to—
and although I do not approve of the tu quogue
style of argument, I will ask him what he
would have thought if this kind of thing hap
been attempted in 1860, when objections were
taken to a number of gentlemen taking their
seats in this house, because they had not re-
signed certain offices at the right time., It was
considered a valid objection then by the gen-
tlemen opposite, that because a member had
held the position of Corouer, or Commissioner
of Streets, or some such office, the duties of
which he had seldom or ever performed, and
had forgotten to resign on the precise day na-
med by law, he could not hold a seat in the
house. Suppose an attempt had been made
then, as is now being made, to legalize by an
ez post facto law past proceedings, who would
have been so loud in his denunciations as the
hon. member for Halifax; and yet were not
these objections as technical as those sought to
be remedied. 1 will refer for a moment to the
case of the county of Cumberland. There the
majority were opposed to assessment, and af-
ter they wentaway from the meeting, the ‘mi-
nority passed a resolution assessing the inha-
bitants—and yet that was to be legalized under
this law.

Dr. TopPER: No. The bill only applies to
meetings held under the law, and would not
«egalize proceedings taken after a meeting had
dispersed. .

Mr. BLANXCHARD: The parties, at all events,
assumed to meet under the act. Ithas been
said that in this case the parties have their
remedy by appeal. But that is not correct, as
the first meeting of the Sessions to which the
law gives -an. appeal has been held, and there-
fore they have now no such remedy. I feel
grateful to the hon, member fer Cumberland
for admitting that this law will work injustice
to some; and I contend that if any—I care not

how few—~are injured by it, the Legislature has

no right to pass it. Iam aware that in ‘some
cases private rights must submit to the public
good, and that all laws are passed for the wel-
fare of the whols community; but that prinei-
ple does not ' apply to the present case. (The
}mn. member here illustrated his position- by
reference to highways and railways made
through: private property; -and showed that
although such roads might be opened by law,
even against the interests. of ‘private'proprie-
tors, yet.if illegally opened, he wouid ask,
would-any legislature afterwards, by such a
law as this, compel parties to submit to gross
injustice without appeal.) I. shall therefore
feel it my duty to vote against this bill. = -
Hon. ATT. GEN.—The legislation 1n 1856, in
relation to the township of Granville, ran upon
all fours with this. . In that case the overseers
of the poor entered into a contraet with a Mr:
Dunlap for: the .support of paupers.: They
went out of office, and their successors refused
to assess the township for'the amount due Mr,
Dunlap. .Thelegislature then. stepped in and
passed an act'to.compel them to' pay. What

‘times, an
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difference, I would agk, is there between that
and the present case? Here trustees properly
appointed assess’ the district, and enter intc
obligations upon the faith ‘of that assessment
being carried out—and the assessors refuse to
act. Burely this is a stronger case for the in-.
terference of the legislature than the Granville
case,—~there they ‘stepped in for the protection’
of private rights.—here, we are asked to in-
demnify public officers in the discharge of their
ijuty in honestly endeavoring to carry out the
aw. ' '

Mr. MCLELAN.—There is thig important dif-
ference between the two cases. In the ore
case the house was acquainted with all the
particulars of the transaction, and knew ex-
actly how far they were going, and whether
thqcxrcumstamces&ustiﬁed them in taking the.
action they did. Here wo are called upon to.
take o leap in the dark, and to legalize all irra:
gularities and informalities that have taken:
place over the whole country during the past
year: ‘Itappears to me that the house js not
Justified in"adopting the system of ex post facto
legislation without being aware of the effects
that will result. Itis quite evident thatsome
of these irregularities have resulted in gross
injustice, and yet we are called upon’to ratify
and cpndrm them. ‘I have no doubt that the
principal’ reagon why this bill has not been
carried out is' because public opinion hag
tarned agaiust it, and the people are so-cons’
vinced that it is- unjust in its operations they
will have nothing to do with it,” I do not feél
Jjustified, therefore, with these views, in lend-.
ing myself to perpetuate its provisions, and
shall vote against it, . .

‘Mr. ARCHIBALD—There is novanalc)f;y be:,
tween the Granville case and this. Therea
debt was actually in -existence, and could not,
be recovered without the passage of a law.—
Hero the attempt is- made. not to enforce*
rights but to create them, In the one casa.
there was not even an - inchoate right—in the
other there is a vested one; ) -

Hon. ATTY, GENL—The bill is only intend-
ed to apply to cases. where liabilities have’
been incurred, © " - . .

Hon. Mr. SHANNON.—The question npon the
second reading of the bill is a very simple one.
The house is asked to assent.to the principle,—~
and what i8 that principle?. Nothing more -

" than to pass an act having ‘a retrospective ef-.’

fect, for the purppse of deingjustice. Is there
anything uu-English ‘or unconstitutional in.
that? 1 think not. It has been donein Eng-
land for a similar purpose, and althoughX'
have not -been very long in this house, I
think I can remember its having been done
here.. Nocase was more to the point than that
which referred to the position of the late chair-
man of the railway board.” When the change
n the board of .commissioners was made there
was no law to authorise his acts; and the house
was obli%ed to step in.and legalize his con-
tracts beforg they could be carried out. 'There

‘was no doubt: that ex post facto legislation was

wrong in griu‘ciple’ but it was necessary some-
this was an exceptional case, Every .

body. knew the difficulties experienced in ens-

deaworing to carry out & new act, -Even with"
all the guards and checks with which the act of -
last session had been sarrounded it svas found -
that great irregulaaities had occurred. = Np -
doubt'many of ‘these were owing to the facé
of its” coming*into “operation’so ‘soon as’Ock~

N
X
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There were 80 many things to be done before
then—s0 mwany preliminaries to be observed—
that it was no wonder in many instances the
time was allowed to pass by. And yet, not-
withstanding the disadvantageous circum-
stances connected with the introduction of the
measure, it was surprising in how many in-
stances good schools had been established and
were in successful operation. Again, in some
sections the people would bave been deprived
of schools altogether, having neglected to
adopt measures in the time u)ﬁpoimed for the
preliminary meetings to be held. To meet
cases like these the government had issued
the notice authorizing them to go on, and inti-
mating that the legislature would be applied
to to legalize the proceedings. Obligations
had been assumed under these circumstances,
and the object of this act was simply to
do what justice required-—to remedy small
irregularities that had occurred, so asto enable
the Iaw to be properly carried out. If the bill
was objectionable in some of its details, that
could be remedied in coramittee; but I cannot
understand how any one can object to the
principie,

Cries of question.

Hon. PrO SEC.~I hope gentlemen will not
think it necessary to divide the house upon the
question. There are two distinct features in
this bill—one refers to the action of the coun-
cil of public instruction as regards the past—
the other refers to provision for the next six
months. I hope all will unite in lending their
aid to carry out the provisions of the law that
has already been passed. !

Mr. ARCHIBALD reiterated his opinion that
a clause in the main bill would remedy the
whole difficulty in regard to past legislation.

Hon. Pro, Brc.—It might just as well be un-
derstood at once that the government intends
to deal with the two questions geparate!y,

After some further desultory discussion a
oall of the house was had, and upon the mo-
fion being made to refer the bill fo a commuttee
o! the whole house, there appeared for the mo-
tion 29; against, 17.

For.—Messrs, Pryor, MacFarlane, Aliison,
More, Kaulback, Killam, McKay, i:[amilton,
D, Eraser, Churcixill, Lawrence, J. Campbell,

. LesVesconte, Tobin, McDonnell, Donkin, Jost,

Hill, Longley, Shannon, McKinnon, Cowie,
Caldwell, King, Celin Campbell, Prov. Secy.,
Atty. General. )

Against—Messrs, Locke, Ray, Heffernan,
Balcom, Bill, G. 8. Brown, it‘arker, Miller, Mc-
Lelan, Robertson, Blackwood, Stewart Camp-
bell, Blanchard, P. Smyth, Ross, Robichau,
Archibald.

Then_the house adjourned until next day at
3 o’clock.

‘WEDNESDAY, 15th March.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. BOURINOT presented a petition, which
he handed to the government, from
McLean, Superintendent of Scattarie . Light
House, asking a small grant in order to pro-
vide educational facilities for the familles liv-
ing onthat island. - Hehoped that the Govern-
gx mt wounld give it their favorable considera-

on. . D

Mr. Cowir presented a petitlon, which was
handed to the Government, from the officers of

Mr. John-
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the 1st and 2nd batt, Queen’s militia, asking
for a %raut to enable them to provide a parade
rounda. . .
& Mr, DONKIN presented a petition from cer-
tain persons in Cumberland on the subject of
the Union of the Provinces. Also the petition
of 8. Katon, praying that a militia fine be re-
mitted. .

Mr. P. SMYTH, a petition from the inhabi-
tants of Inverness against the Union of the
Provinces.

Mr, G. 8. BROWN, a petition signed by 167
inhabitants of Yarmouth, on the same subject.

Mr. JOST, a petition from La Have on the
same subject.

Mr. P. SMITH, a petition from Bedeque, Vie-
toria, relative to a change of mail route.

Hon, ATTY. GEN. laid’ on the table the peti.
tion of Col. Tupper and other militia officers,
on militia affairs. .

Mr, BLANCHARD presented a petition in re-
ference to the opening up of Mabou harbor, In-
verness, and, in doing 80, stated that the Go-
vernment had, within a very short period, sent-
an engineer to enquire into the feasibility of
the undertaking.

Mr, S. McDONNEBLL asked if the engineer
bad made his report, :

Hon.: Pro. SECY. replied that the report had -
Jjust reached him, and he would lay it on the
table shortly. .

Hon. ATTY. GEN. laid on the table a petition
from the officers of Militia at Bridgewater, in
reference to a parade-ground. This petition,
as well as the others on the same subject,
were referred to the Committee on Militia,

Hon Mr SHANNON, from the Record commis-
sion, reported in favor of the publication of the
Public Documents in a single octavo volume, .
under the superintendence of Mr. Aikins.—
They recommended that 1000 volumes be pub-
lished, as fully 800 will be easily sold.at a dol-
lar a-piece, since they will contain an amount-
of information that will be very valuable. The
report was received and adopted by the house.

Mr. MILLER presented three petitions from
Richmond against the Union of the Colonies.
Also the petition of Rev. Mr. Gerroir and”
others, against the school-act of last session.

On motion of Dr. BROWN, the bill concerning
the school-lands in the : township of Horton -
was read a second time, and reterred to the
Committee on Private Bills. B

Hon. ATTY. GEN. laid on the table 2 mnemo- -
rial from the trustees of the school at Truro, on'
the subject of the school act. T

EXHIBITION AT BERGEN. . :

Hon. PROV. SEC. laid on the table a commu-
nication from Mr. Oxley, Norwegian Consul, :
in reference to an exhibition to be held at Ber- -
gen, in Norway.  Itsobjectis to obtaiu an ex-
hibition of everything connected with the fish- .
eries; and the parties who are holding it en-.:
gage to pay the expenses to and from the place -
where it takes place. The communication was -
referred to the Committee on Trade and Manu- -
factures. : L

A message was recelved from the Legisia«
tive Council stating that they had agreed to a :
bill further to amend the act for the erection of:
a Court House and jail in Yarmouth, and also -
%o a bill to legalize assessment rolls in Lunen- :

urg LT T
: © "THERAILWAY. Y

Mr. LONGLEY handed in a communication

from railway officers showing that the state-.:
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ment that appeared in one of the weekly
apers that the road near Ten-mile House was
in an unsafe condition was inaccurate,

Mr. ToBIN stated that having seen 3 state-
ment in the Bullfrog on this point, he had felt
it his duty as chairman of the Railway Com-
mittee to call the attention of the Railway
Commissioner to it and he was now glad to find
that the road was notin bad order but that the
officers having itin charge were securing every
care and vigilance requisite to ensure the pub-
lic safety.

: SCHOOL LANDS.

Hon. Prov. SEC. laid on the table a copy of
a letter from His Lordship the Bishop of
Nova Scotia relative to the proposed sale of
School Lands. His Lordship asks that no
sreps be taken in this matter for the present—
The communication was referred to the com-
mittee on Private Bills.

Hon. Prov. SEC. also laid on the table an
amended list of School lands from the Super-
intendent of Eiducation.

PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON, from the Committee on
Private Bills, reported up the following:—To
authorise the appointment ofa harbor master
at Sydney: Toincorporate the Cambridge Coal
Mining Oo.; To incorporate the Scotia Lodge
of Freemasons, Canning; To further amend
the act incorporating the Bank of Yarmouth.

HARBOUR MASTER AT SYDNEY.

Mr. BLANCHARD asked what necessity was
there for the bill appointing a Harbour Master
at Sydney. As he understood, the office now
at the North Bar was a perfect sinecure. He
also enquired if a vessel would have to pay the
dues twice. .

Mr. BOURINOT replied that there were har-
bour masters at North Sydney, Lingan, and
Cow Bay. As respects the officer at the Bar,
he mentioned that that appointment was of
much benefit, since it had been the means of
preventing the harbour being injured by ves-
sels unloading their ballast indiscriminately.
1t should be known to the House that there
were two ports in Spanish River. The law
now provided for the appointment of such an
officer as he had stated; at North Sydney, and
the object of the present bill was to have one
at Sydney %roper, in view of the railway that
wag about being constructed from the mines.
The bill contained a clause, he added, providing
that vessels would only have to pay dues once.

Mr.. STEWABT CAMPBELL did not think
there was any necessity for the present bill, in-
asmuch as-the Sessions had now the power of
appointing harbour masters in such ports as
they considered necessary, and could prescribe
their duties. k S

Mr. BoURINOT 8aid that the present bill de-
fined the limits of the jurisdiction of the two
officers. R :

Mr. Ross said that it was impossible for one
officer to perform the duties at both ports, and
that the duties at North Sydncy were very im-
portant. Vessels coming there were generally
in ballast, and it was absolutely necessary to
have an officer to point out the
they were to discharge.” He considered that a
similar officer was also required at Sydne
town, in view of the proposed railway, whic!

would necessarily bring a great deal of ship-’

piggto the port. o » .
. BLANCHARD did not understand why
the appointment, in reference to Spanish Ri-

lace where

. 10%
ver and Lingan, should be different from that
in respect to other places, What was there
particular about Sydney that the patronage
shouid not rest with the sessions but with the
government. He did not see any necessity for
so much haste in appointing the officer, inas-
much as the railway to Sydney would not be
completed for some time yet.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. 8aid that the ports where
coal was shipped were situated differenily to
others. The law now gave the appointment
of a harbor-master to the Governor in Council,
at Spanish River, but it so happened that that
riverineluded two ports. The present bill was
to provide an officer where none existed now,
and define the limits of each. It might be a
wise policy to give this matter into the bands
of the sessions, but it was better he thought, to
guard against the contingency that they mignt
not appoiut such an officer, Sowe person was
required to protect the port from the injury
that would necessarily be done,if ballast were
unshipped indiscriminately.

FREE GRANTS TO AGED TEACHERS,

Mr. MILLER 12id on the table the petition of
Roderick Bethune, an aged teacher, praying
for a free grant of land.

Hon. Prov. 8Ec. called attention to the fact
that there were a lar%e number of similar pe-
titions lying on the table, and that it was advi-
sable to dispose of them. '

Mr. LE VESCONTE moved that these peti-
Zions be referred to the Committee on Educa-

10n.

Hon. Art. GEN. thought it would be ad-
visable for the House to settle its policy at
once in reference to these grants,

Mr. Le VESCONTE thought that our Crown
Lands could not be applied to a better use than
to reward this nseful class of public servants.

Mr. MCLELAN was in favor of the House -
settling its policy, and of treating all appli
cants fairly. '

Mr. MILLER said he had been always in fa-
vour of giving these frece grants, and raoved
the - following resolution:—* Resolved, that all
teachers who shall have been engaged in the
employment for 30 years up to the month of
Mareh, 1864, shall be entitled to a free grant of .
land, under the usual checks and guards.”
He stated that he did not thiuk the resolution
went quite far enough, tut he introduced it ag
the best adapted to existing circumstances, .

Hon. Mr. SHANNOXN moved an amendment—
“ Resolved, that this House considers that the
policy of giving free grants should be discon-
tinued.” He believed that unless the House
came to such a determination the number of
ggtiu‘ons would accumulate every year. He

id not think it likely that men who were en-
gaged in teaching all their lives would go into
the forest and cultivate the land. )

, Mr. BLANCHARD was in favor of the resolu-
ion., - ' o

Mr. DONKIN expressed himself in favor of
{lOépg iustice to aged teachers, and of the reso-
ution, - o )

 Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said, if the resolu-
tion passed, it would stultify the action of last
winter.. S N : ’ '

Mr. ARCHIBALD stated it as his opinion that
we should provide some fund ' from" which
school teachers in old age and infirmities could -
derive a small annwity, ' A similar provision
was made in the States and Canadas, and
would be an infinitely greater boon to the °
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teachers than a tract of land which could be
little use to them.

Mr. PrYOR agreed with the remarks of the
last speaker, and was opposed to annulling the
policy agreed upon last winter. .

Mr. MILLER considered that the resolution

assed lagt winter did not really settle the po-
icy in regard to these grants.

Mr. ToBIN expressed the hope that his hon.
colleague would not press his amendment, and
was favorable to any policy that opened up
our wild lands to cultivation. Tle also gave it
as his opinion that it was advisable t» 1mpose
taxes upon those lands that were not brought
into cultivation, or otherwise force the owners
to open them up to settlement. That subject
was an important one which had long engaged
the serious consideration of himself and others,

Mr, ArcHIBALD stated that he would be
ready to grant these lands if there was any
guarantee that they would be really cultiva-
ted. Ag respects the other matter alluded to
by the hon. member for Halifax he stated that
the late government instituted proceedings for
the purpose of bringing back to the possession
of the crown some thousands of acres of these
lands which stood in the way of the settlement
and improvement of the country. These had
been escheated and were now: in a position to
be re-granted. He considered the policy of
free grants which was attempted to be re-estab-
lished as likely to retard the cultivation of our
crown lands, and place them in a position simi-
lar to those previously alluded to.

Mr., KAULBACK said as far as Lunenburg
was concerned he did not know of any grant
that was made to a teacher that had not been
settled upon, and appealed to the house in be-
hylf of theclaims of the school master,

‘Mr, LEVESCONTE withdrew his resolution.

On a division, the amendmment moved by
Hon, Mr. Shannon was lost by 17 to 29,

Yeas—Pryor, Allison, Heffernan, Hatfield,
G. 8. Brown, Robertson, Locke, Archibald,
McFarlane, Longley, Shannon, McKinnon,
Cowie, Robiclieau, John Ua.mlpbell, King, Hill.

Against—Killam, Parker, McKay, Charchill,
Donkin, Ray, Lawrence, Donald F’ra.ser, Bill,
Whitman, More, Kaulback, LeVesconte, Tobin,
Hamilton, Jost, Bourinot, Miller, McLelan,

_Blanchard, Blackwoecd, Stewart Campbell,
Balcam, Ross, P. Smyth, Annand, Attorney
General, Provincial Secretary.

Mr, ARCHIBALD said that it ought to be
clearly understood whether it was intended
that these grants should be given without the
teachers having to pay the expenses of survey.

Mr. CHURCHILL expressed himself in favor

of such a fund as stated by the hon. member-

for Colchester for the benefit of aged sehool-
masters,  He wasg quite willing. to give them
the land, if he kunew they would improve it.—
He expressed himself in favor of a good systemn
of immigration that would open up our waste
crown lands,

Hon. ProvV. SECY. said that he had yielded
his views on this subject so far as to support
the regolution, for. he thought 1t but right that
all parties should be put on anequal footing up
to the month of March last. It was the prac-
tice, he added, for the teachers to pay the ex-
penses of surveys, and he trusted that gentle-
u]:’pn lzvould not interfere with so necessary a
check. .

After some further discussion, the original
motion pagsed by a vote of 27 to 14

in reference to the -affairs -of ' Lunen
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ENQUIRY. :

Mr. ROBERTSON asked the Government to
lay upon the table a return from the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands of the names of all ap-
plicants for grants of land, and the number of
grants passed and names of grantees, and
when passed, in the County of Lunenburg, on
the new road from New Ross to Windsor, in
the years 1862, 1863, 1864 and 1863. v

LUNENBURG AFFAIRS. ‘

Mr. KAULBACK said that if tho member for
Shelburne had asked him for the information
he could have cbtained it withouttroubling the
Government.

Mr.. ROBERTSON was not aware that the-
CrownLand department was under the control
of the member for Lunenburg. He believed-
that any gentleman had a right to apply for
Crown lands in any County of” the Province, -

Mr. TonIN would like to understand the.
meaning of these constant allusions to Lunen-
burg. If there was anything “rotten in the
{;ttate of Denmark,” it would be as well to know
1t.

Mr. KXAULBACK reitetated his willingness
at all times to afford every information con-
nected with the county he had the honor to re-
present. He and his colleague were. ready at
all times to render an account of their stew-.
ardship to those who had a right to ask it,. He
did not know why this question wag asked,"
but if he had been applied to he could have
answered it in five miuutes. )

Mr, ROBERTSON had - adopted the usual
method in such cases and he could not under-
stand why the member for Lunenburg should.
be so.sensitive.

Mr. KAULBACK was not at all sensitive, but
there was a certain courtesy due from one
member to another which it would be well for
the member for Shelburne to observe. The
proper course was to refer the matter to the
members for the county. and if they refused it
would be time encugh to trouble the govern-
ment, .

Mr. ArRCHIBALD said that while upon .the -
subject of Lunenburg matters ha observed a -
bill had been introduced to change the name -
of a place in that county. He had no wish .to -
interfere in such matters, but he thonght it an
exceeding pity that names connected with the .
early history of the country should be changed...

Mr. KAULBACK said that it was .no wish of !
his. A petition numerously signed had come.
to his colleagne praying for it, and a bill had
been introduced accordingly. C

Mr.. LocgE did not think it was right for
any one.to enquire into the reasons .which
prompted hon. members to enqunire into mat-
ters connected with the different counties. The.
crown lands of Lunenburg did not belong: to
Lunenburg, but to the whole Province, Asthe:
law allowed non-residents to represent couxs -
ties, perhaps his colieague had an eye to the
future representation of that county. At all-
events- he asked for the information fer hig’
own satisfaction. . C e

Mr. Jost, in reply to Mr. Archibald, said the -
members of the connty were not anxions for
the changs in the name referred to, but alarge :
petition from the inhabitants having been sent..
to him, he merely introduced a bill in accord~
ance with the prayer of it. ‘As regardsthe -
questions which were- continually bem%askqjdf \

nrg, -
they came from these who represented ‘the in
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terests of the whole Province, it would not be
8o much matter, but when they came from a
small cligue, he thought they were making
themselves small indeed. :

Mr. MCLELAN enquired when the Govern-
ment would be prepared to lu{ upon the table
the information asked for by him, relating %o
the construction of a railroad to Annapolisand
New Brunswick. :

Hon. Prov, Sgcy.—It would be done at an
early day. .

Mr, PARKER presented a petition from Robt,
Smith and other inhabitants of Truro, against
the school bill,

Mr. LAWRENCE, from 100 inhabitants of
Newport, against Contederation,

Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the
next day.

THURSDAY, March 16th, 1864.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

Hon. PRrO. SEC. laid on the table a report
relative to a landing wharf at Port Hood.

LIGHT IIOUSES,

Mr. BALCAM reterred to the fact that he had
presented a petition last year relative to the
construction of a light house at Jeddore. He
pointed out the great necessity that existed for
the construction of such a light house at the
dangerous ledges that existed in that locality.

Mr. BLANCHARD also advocated the con-
struction of a light at that point, and alluded
to the fact that from this port to Cape Sable,
there were 12 or 13 lights, whilst to Cape Canso
there were only three. Again from this point
to the borders of New Brunswick westwardly
there are 26, whilst easterly to the same there
are only 17, though the latter is by far the
longer distance.

r. LOCKE stated that the Lightliouse at
Little Hope would be the last one that the
Western coast would want for some time.

Hon., FiNL., SEcY. said that there was
certainly a great disparity between the
Eastern and Western coasts, but this year we
were going to have a light house on Green
Icsland, and a steamwhistle at Canberry, bead,

anso, ’ ’

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL also.advocated
the establishment of a light at the poiantin
question as a great desideratum to vessels ap-
proachking our coast. .

"In answer t¢ Mr. Ross, the hon. Pro. Sec’y
stated that directions had been already given
by the Chairman of Works to have the light
house at Flint Island rebuilt. . : ;

Mr. Cowie hoped the governmenf would
not lose sight of the light house at Little Hope.

LIEUT.-GOV.’S PRIVATE SECRETARY.

Hon. PROV. SEC. laid on the table copies. of
correspondence relative to the Private Secre-
tary of the Lieutenant-Governor. After the
reading of the correspondence, hon. Pro. Sec’y

announced that it was the imtention of the-

government, at an early day, to bring in a bill
to provide the same salary for the Governor’s
Private Secretary, as was formerly allowed. -
.. PETITIONS, : . ‘
Mr. CoLIN CAMPBELL presented a petition
from 150 inhabitants of Weyinouth, ‘against
Confederation, ; s o
Mr. BALCOM presented a petition from Sheet
Harbour against & petition previously present-

ed for an act to incorporate a company to re-

move obstructions from East River.
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Mr. Brry presented a petition from a num-
ber of mteapuyers of Cornwallis, praying that
the proceedings of a certain school district in
that locality may be legalized. In answer to
a question from the hon. gentleman, the At-
torney General replied that the case would be
met by the bill betore the house.
INCORPORATION ACT.

A bill to incorporate the Cape Breton Coal
Mining Company, at Port Hood, was read a
second time and cominitted.

CONMMITTEE ON BILLS—SCHOOL ACT.

Hon. ATTY, GENL. moved that the House
resolve itself into a Committee of the whole,
for the purpose of taking up the bill to amend,
and in addition to chap. 58 R. 8. “ of Publi¢c In-
struction,” and to ratify and confirm proceed-
ings thereunder, )
- The House accordingly went into committee
on bills.

Upon the reading of the first clause, Mr. Me-
Lelan enquired what difficulty there would
be in making the new bill which had been in-
troduced, apply on the 1st May.

Hon. PrOV. BEC, replied that engagements
had ‘been made which would not terminate
until August. Besides that great inconveni-
ence would resunlt from having two systems in
gpcration in the same county at the same

ime. ‘

Mr. L.eVESCONTE moved that the whole of
the Dbill be struck out except the last three
clauses, which related to legalizing "past pro-
ceedings,

Hon., Prov. 8Ec. said that no doubt the
course pursued b{ the member for Richmond
was a perfectly legitimate one, aithough he
would be sorry to see it adopted. The bill as
he had already explained had two features,
the one relating to future provision for the
next six months, and the other legalizing past
transactions,

Mr. ‘BLANCHARD 8aid that as it had been
found so difticult to work the bill in his county,
he should be compelled to vote for the ameng-
ment, : ’

‘Mr. MILLER had opposed the school bill
most strenuously when it” was before the
house last session, and the experience of the
past year had notinduced him to ehange  his
mind; -that the government had been obliged
to admnit that the principle of the bill was wrong,
was evidenced by their departure from it,in
the bill introduced by them on a previous day.
He did not see why they should continue a pe-
licy admitted to be wrong and consequently
he should -vote for the motion of his colleague.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. said it was a question for
hon. gentlemen $o consider whether they wish-
ed the whole grant of the connty divided
amongst a few scliools in one half of 1t; and the
other half to be left without any means of par-
ticipating in it at all, If any gentleman could’
suggest any better mode of providing for the
wants of th(;geople for-the next six 1nonths e
would. be glad to hear it. ' e

. Mr. MACDONNRLL thought it would be in-
expedient to adopt the amendment of the mem-
ber for Richmond without substituting some
provision- for :the next six menths, and he
therefore proposed the following amendment:

“In any section where no school has been

" established under the sthool act of 1864, the in~

habitants of such seotion shall be at liberty to
establish and support one or ore schools by
voluntary snbseription trom the passing of this
act, till the first day of October next.
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“ None of the provisions of the said act passed
in the year 1864, for the purpose of . supportin
schools, shall afiect the school sections referre
to in the forngoiné gection.”

Mr, STEWART CAMPBELL enquired wtether
it was intended in case there were only two
schools cstablished under the Act in a district,
to divide the whole grant between them?

Hon. Prov. SECY, could bardly imagine such
a case could exisf,

Mr.-8. CAMPBELL—It will be the case in the
district of Guysboro, There were only two
schools there now, where they used to bo thirty.

Mr. LockE—In Shelburne there will not be
more thau tour.

Mr, BLacgwooD said there would be about
the sawe number in his district,

Hon, Prov. SECY. said the member for Guys-
boro, as o lawyer, ought to know that the gov-
ernment had nothing to do in the matter, The
board ot school commissioners distributed the
money under the law, and he had no doubt
they wou!d do it in the mogt liberal manner.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL thought it was the duty
of the government to bringin an act to prevent
such an unfair appropriation of the public
monies,

Hou, PROV. SEC. 8aid it would be a legiti-
mate subject for the government to consider
whether 1t would be necessary to provide for
an extretne case of that kind. :

Mr. BLANCHARD said in the southern dis-
trict of Iuverness the schools had gone on un-
der the old law—were they to receise no por-
tion of the grant?

Mr. Loc¢kRE said—If the government had
nothing to do with it, the council of public in-
struction had. It would be very unjust in
places where there wers only 3 or 4 schools to
divide the whole grant amongst them.

Mr. ARCHIBALD again expressed the hope
that the government would adopt his sugges-
tion and strike out of the bill all the clauses
except those that legalized past proceedings,
and add a clause or two to the main bill to
provide for the next six montha.

Mr, Jost did not think it wise to enact a
policy for the next six months, different from
that contained in the new bill,

Mr, MILLER said that if the House decided
to strike out the firss thirteen clauses of the
bill, it would be necessary to substitute some-
thing in their glace, and he diftered from the
member for Colchester in his opinion that it
would be more advisable to. embody in the
main bill, what was only intended to be tem-
porary in its nature. He was in favor of sub-

stituting the voluntary system, and he thought -

the amendment of the member for Inverness
would wmeet the difficulty. There were other
clauses of the bill, very objectionable in their
character, The powers conferred upon Trus-
tees, in the 8th clause, to determine the sites
of school houses, he considered most arbitrary.
Another clause gives the Trustees power to
assess the district to any extent, at their own
discretion. The sixth clause also conferred
most cxtensive authority upon Trustees—more
so than they enjoyed under the old act, and
more than the new bill intended to give them,

By that clause the Trustees were enabled to-

borrew money for school purposes, and to
assess the inhabitants ' without restriction,

He thought. the machinery of last year’s bill.

was sufficiently complicated, but this was
even more s0. He knew of no more simple
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mode to provide for the next six months than
voluntary subscriptions, and he should there-
fore vote for the amendment of the member
fur Inverness. '

Hon., Prov, Sec, agreed with the member
for Richmond that it would be injudicious to
incorporate into the main bill anything that
was uot intended to be of a permanent cha-
racter. Ie could not see much difference be-
tween the course proposed by the member for
Inverness and this bill, His object was to en-
able the people to adopt the voluntary system
for the nexs six months, that was 0{)en to them
under the present law. He did not sup-
pose anybody wished to deprive the people of
the right they had enjoyed for the last twenty
yoars, of adopting the assessment principle
if they preferred it. As regards the objection
of the member for Richmond to the powers
given to trustees to borrow imoney for school
purposes, he would say that one of the most
serious dificulties in carrying out the bill was
to provide sufficient accomodation for the en-
larged number of pupils who attended under
the system of free schools, and the object of
this bill was instead of levying a tax at once
for a sufficient sum to erect suitable school
louses, to enable the trustees to borrow
money, and to spread the assessment over gev-
eral years, thus making it bear more ligzhtly
upon the Inhabitants.

Mr. MCLELAN thought that section seven
conferred too extensive powers on the trustees,
He thought the amount to be assessed should
be first submitted to the vote of the rate-payers
at the annual meeting. He also thought that
under section four injustice might be practised
—a minority might adopt measures by which
the wajority would be governed,

Dr. TupPrER said the law ouly referred to
cases where the majority had agreed upon the
morle of supporting the school.s .

Mr., McLELAN said, that supposing at a
meeting the majority decided in favor of vol-
untary subscription, how easy it was to get
men of straw to make up the majority, and
the result would be that the subscriptions fail-
ing, recourse would have to be had to assess-
meunt, although the majority of the rate-payers
were opposed to it. He repeajed that he could
not see what was to prevent the main bill from
coming into operation on the first of May

Mr. ARCHIBALD again alluded to the neces-
sity for settling the main biil first. Let them
settlle the pelicy of that fira, and then return
to this. o ’

Hon. ATTY. GENL. could not see why they
could not settle the powers to be given to the
trustees, as well under this bill as the other.
It was necessary to give the trustees power to
borrow money to erect schoolhouses, otherwise
the operation of the new act would be post-
poned another six months. He did not think
this bill had been treated in a proper manner
by .those who had voted for the principle of
last year’s bill, He did not expect the member
for Colhester would have divided the House
upon the second reading. He intended toin--
troduce a clause te enable trustees, in cases
where parties owning iands required for school
pucposes refused to sell them, to take posses- -
sion of them undercertain checks & guards, and
have them appraised, and the amountassessed. -
As regards the remark of the member for North .
Colchester (Mr. McLelan), he would say that -
it was impossible to apply the machinery of.:
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the new bill on the first of May, because in
many scctions arrangements have been made
under the existing law for the whole year, and
in some caseés subscriptions have been paid,
and obli‘;atious agsumed for the whole year.
He would be happy if any gentlemon could
suzgest any better mode of accomplishing the
object he had in view, which was to provide
the people with the means of education for the
noxt six months; but he could not see how it
vould be attained except under the provisions
of this bill. :

Mr. MacDoxNELL would like to ask the
Prov. Sec. whether a single school had been
established under the right which he says the
people have enjoyed for the last 20 years of
assessment.  The system was perfectly value-
less'and useless. The amendment he had pro-

hosed was hastily drafted and may not provide
or all cases, but it could be easily added to so
ss to make it more perfect.

Mr, PArKER didn’t think it likely that mect-
ings wouldbe held under the present bill, and
was in favour of consulting the people’s wish-
es a8 evidenced by the numerous petitions on
the table. He pointed out the difficulties that
arose from the working of the act on the statute
book, and expressed lis opinion that the bill
now before the use was only going to per-
petuate these Uifficultics. Whilst he wasin
favour of an amended education measure, he
felt he could not b ing himself to support a
bill which he thought was contrary to the
wishes of the people.

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said that it must
be obvious to the government that the present
bill had no friends in the house. He consider-
od it their duty to bave brought forward such a
measure as could commend itself to the ap-

proval of a considerable number of gentlemen.

e believed the country had condemned the
principle of the education act, and yet the gov-
arnment persisted in forcing it upon them for the
pext six months. That was not the treatmeunt
the people had a right to expec’ from the gen-
{lemen whom they paid to do their business.
As gentlemen had been reproached with hav-
ing been as responsible as the government
themselves, he thought few if any would be
ready now to offer any assistance whatever in
respect to the present bill,

LE . C. J. CAMPBELL said that he had been
among those who opposed the principle of the
bill last session, and he had now the most
positive proof that it had not taken in.thd
country. He had been in hoges that the gov-
ernment would have come down with a bill
that would have been in accordance with “the
well understood wishes of the people,” but to
his surprise they had introduced one that was
possibly more obnoxious than the.last. He
considered the present bill established the

rinciple of taxation more clearly than ever.
,e[p could not support a bill that was so arbi-
trary in its principle; it bore heavily upon the
le who ought to be the governing power.
ffg elt very reluctant te ¢xpress his opiniong
80 strongly in opposition to those with whom
he had been long: politically associated; but
he'bhad a duty to orm to his country that
had more influence with him than iny poli-
tical ties, - ‘ ‘

Hon. ATTY. GEN. said that if section four of

the act was considered nhnecessary or unwisp

in the peculiar position of the country for the

&[ext six months ke lad no objection to strike
14
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it out. If this clause was left out parties
would be'allowed to meet and choose assess-
ment or subscription, but they would not be
obliged to resort to the formerin case the lat-
ter was not paid up. The collection of the'
subscription, in such a case, would have to be
conducted in the usual manner. As respects
the statement made by the hon. member for
Guysborough, he did not think the report of
the inspector bore 1t out. That gentleman
stated that in 1he town of Guysborough there
wero three scheols doing well.

Mr. 8. CaMpBELL—They aro all one school.

Hon. AtTYy. GEN.~There were three teach-
ers, and three schools, in fact, in ono building.
He did not think the scnse of the people was 8o
antagonistic to the bill now on the statute ook
as gentlemen represented it to be. What peti-
tions there had been presented bore on their
faco the impress of being stercotyped. There
was no spontaneous expression of public sen-
timent against the law.  Gentlemen should re-
member that there was no question so fraugh-
with difficulty as that of education, and it
should be a matter of satisfaction that a meat
sure making so great a change had worked a8
well as it had. ' .

Mr. ARCHIRALD was not prepared to say
the bill was altogether a failure, but was in fa-
vour of making such amendments as the ex-
geriencc of last year had shown to be desira-

le. He felt if there was oune question that
should be kept free of party politics it was
that of education, and in that spirit he had al-
ways endeavoured to act. He stifl held to th
opinion, however, that the main bilt shovl
bave been considered first, and he, therefore,
moved the following amendment :—Resolved
that whilst the bill before the House, introdue-
ed by the governinent in regard to the general
subject of education, remains undisposed of, it
is inexpedient to discuss the temporary provi-
sions of the bill before the committee constitu-
tihg the first thirteen clauses. .

Dr. HAMILTON said that it would be readily
perceived that a great deal of extraneo
matter had been introduced in the discussion
of the present subject. Whilst the main bill
was not before the house, it was quite unne-
cessary for any one to express his opinion wi
regard to the mode of raising the ainount ne-
cessary for the purposes of education.. Thers
were two points which required the considé-
ration of the house. One was to legalize the
action taken under-the act, and the other, to
provide such simple machinery as will .enable
schools teo be. established for the mext six

emonths in sections that wished them. Ha
would go further and say that apy majo!

in a district should have a right to build schoo]
houses,- and support schoels, and to borrow
money therefor. If the individuals :agreed
upen subscription, let it be collected, but as-
sessment should not be resorted to. '

Hon. PROV. SEC. expressed his ‘surprise at
the mode in ‘which gentlemen were disposed to
approach the question under consideration.
The houge, on the previous evening, had sett-

led the policy, and {et gentiemen wished them
to nullify that action, The poliry of asséss-
ment had been most unfairly introduced into
the %gestmn,,ih was not then under the eonasl:
deration of the house. He was astonished
to hear the henourable memberTor Guysbo
declarp - that he was not going to asaist,
goverament in this matter, but to sink dow
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into a mere attitnde of faction—that he was
uot paid to provide legislation for the honse—
and that he would keep some valnable sugges-
tions he had prepared deep within the recesses
of his cranium; but he was confident that
such a position would not gain that hon. mem-
ber much credit among the dpeople of this
country. The government had brought for-
ward this question in a manner that he was
sure would obtain the approval of the people,
notwithstanding the opinions of the hon. mem-
ber for Guysborough. .

To answer to an enquiry made by Dr, Brown,
the hon. Attorney General stated that there
were a number of schools in the country which
had not been kept under the law. It would
be, Lhowever, competent to move a clause that
would be applicable to those schools that, in
the opinion of the Commissioners, ought to
participate in the benefits of the act.

Mr. Ki1nr.AM said that he was of opinion that
something should be done for the coming year,
and that the difficulty should be ssttled satis-
factorily. He doubted, however, whether it
‘was wise to hold meetings and to putthe coun-
try into confusion again, The people had re-
jected the law of last session gencrally, and a
number of petitions were present on the table
showing the tendency of public opinion.

Heon. ATTY. GEN. said that it was necessary
to provide somme machinery by which the peo-
ple who wished to meet could do so.

After some further desultory discussion, Mr.
Archibald’s amendment was put, and lost by
a large majority.

Mr. McDonnell’s amendment was also lost
by 30 to 14.

Mr. LeVesconte’s regolution was alse lost by
2 to 23. ’

The 2nd and 3rd clauses then
fourth clause was struck out by t.
Grenl.

The fifth clause passed. Mr. Miller moved
that the sixth clause be struck out for the
reasons he had given—that too much power
was given to the Trustees to borrow money.
Some discussion ensued, but as the hour for
adjournment had arrived, no decision was
taken. -

The committee adjourned and reported pro-
- gress; aftcr which the house adjourned until
3 o’clock the next day.

ﬁ)assed. The
e hon. Atty.

FripAY, 17th March.
The House met at three o’clock.

Hon. Pro. SEC. Jaid on the table a return of
crown lands uponthe new road from Neve
Ross to Lunenburg, asked for by the hon.
member for Barrington. :

"Hon. J. MCKINNOX presented two petitions,
one from Pomket and the other from Fraser’s
grant, on the subiect of the school law.

) DIVISION OF ROAD MONEYS. = .-
Mr. CALDWELL asked leave to move the
following resolution: o ‘

. Resolved—That a committee be appointed to

re-distribute the road and bridge grants for
1865 according te the population of the several
counties. - ' s '
" Hon. Pro. SEC, thought ‘such a' resolution
onght to be submitted by the government.
He had voted for a somewhat similar resolu-
tion some time_ ago, but he theught the hon.
member had better let the matter lie over un-
til it could be brought up more legitimately. -
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Mr, MILLER said the resolution did not ask:
for an appropriation, o

Hon. PRO. SEC.—Suppose a gentleman were
to move that £100 be taken from the road
grant of Antigonish and appropriated to Rich--
meond, would not that be an appropriation of
money.

Mr, BouriNoOT said that he did not wish to
interfere with the {)rerogative of the govern-
ment, but he desired to know upon what prin-
ciple the present distribution of road grants
was made. Why was it that Cape Breton
should be placed so far helow other counties
of far less population? That was a legjtimate
subject for the house to consider, and whilst™
this inequality existed he would never fail te
raise his voice against it. No government
could justify such a state of things, and he
hoped the hon. Provincial Secretary would act
up to the spirit of a somewhat similar resolu-
tion which he (Mr. B.) had moved some ses-
sions ago, and for which that hon. gentleman
had voted. )

Hon. Prov. Snc. replied that the suhject
was a, ver({ important one and should be fully
considered, aad all that he wished was that it
chould come up in a legitimate manner:

Mr. SPEAKER said the subj(vfct could comeup
when the I8stimates were undey consideration.

Mr, CALDWELL expressed his readiness to
let the matter lie over for the present. ‘

RIGHT OF SEARCH. :

Hon. Prov. SEc. laid on the table papers
asked for by the hon. member for Colchester,
relative to a right of scarch by Mr. Felton,
which werereferred to the Crown Land’s Com-
mittee. .

: ENQUIRY.

At request of Mr. Kaulback the papers pre-
viously laid on the table relative to the crown
lands at Luncnburg, were read.

Mr. KAULBACK then asked the government
to lay on the table a return showing the popu-
lation of the county of Shelburne in the years
1851 and 1861, exhibiting the relalive increase
and decrease, and, if any decrease has
oecurred, the causes which have led to-it
In doing so he said he had no objection to
state his object in asking - these questions;
he had turned his attention to the inequality
and injustice. of the representation in -the
house, which he hoped to have constructed on
a more equitable basis—that of tpopu)atio’n,
He could not see why the county of Shelburne
with a population of only one half that of the
county he had the honor to represent,” and
shewing only an increasc of forty-six in ten

ears, should have the same number of mem-

ers. He did not believe that either the gov-
ernment ‘or. the members of that county ¢ould
shew him on what grounds that county eounld
claim it. “Surely not on the basis of wealth or
property; and it was well known that they.
stood ‘very low.in the productionsof thesoil.
1t istrue, they were & great fish county,—but -
even in.that important branch of . industry
they could not equal the county of Lunenburg, :
The ' only thing he was ready to admit they
did excel isin sterilii(:iy and rocks. R

Mr, MILLER. asked why the hon. ' member
bad not included Queen'’s in the question. The
oFuIation of that county was not more than -
alf of that represented by Cape Breton, and -
yet it had three members. - - AR
~ Mr. LockE said when the.question of repre-
sentation came up legitimately before the house
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pufficient reasons would be given why Shel-
burne and Queens were entitled .to have the
s2me representation as Lunenburg.

Mr. Jost did not think it necessary to trouble
the government for an answer to the enquiry,
since one could obtain the information from
the proper source. He found, on looking into
the subject, that Shelburne in ten years from
1851 to 1861 had only increased 51,

Mr. LeVesconte.—The lion. member who
asked the question of the government gave a
reason for the fact just mentioned, namely, the
sterility of the county.

Hon, Pro. Sec. said the government would
he obliged to refuse to lay on the table the in-
formation asked for. In the first place, the in-
formation in referemce to the population of
Shelburne was already on the table, Again,
the government could not be expected to give
information which was not in their possession.
The Provincial Secretary at present could n2
be s{)a.reu toexamine the conaty,and therefore
the hon. member must excuse the government

if they could not state the cause which had

led to the decrease of population in Shelburne.

Mr. Locke said that there was no doubt that
there had been a mistake in taking the census.
It was not probable that whilst Queen’s had
ir}greased 2000, Shelburne should have.fallen
off.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to railway exteusion,
aud in doing so stated that the Government
would be able to lay on the table, ina few days,
aresolation showing their policy on that ques-

tion.

Mr, Kaulback presented a petition from
the Commissioners of the school district of
Chester.

Mr. Archibald presented the petition of Mr.
A, McCurdy and other inhabitants of Clifton,
in Colchester, against the school bill of last
ear,

; Hon. Attorney General laid on the table the
mermorial of a kuwber of inhabitants of Port
Mulgrave, in the County of Guysboro, praying
for the appointmens of a Stipendiary Magis-
trate. He stated:-that such an. officer was
necessary in consequence of the nywmber of
foreign vessels that were constantly at that
port, and the afirays that were occurring. He
expressed his intention of introducing a short
Vbill in couformity with the prayer of the peti-
tion. .

Mr. S. Camipbell showed the necessity that
existed for the iminediate appointment of such
an officer. ' o . C

Hon, Mr. McFarlane said the bill passed last
session_ in reterence to the appointment of
Stipendiary Magistrates required-amendment,
inasmuch asit took a year or a year and a half
to bring it .into-operation. “He expressed his
intention of bringing in a short bill in amend-
ment, o oL T G

-~ . THE SCHOOL BILL. ~ . i

The house then weunt into committee on bills
and took up the bill to amend and in addition
to the school act of last. session, and to ratify
and contirm proceedings thereuntder. -

- Clause 3 was reconsidered; it reads ‘as fol-
lows— - .
“ If either of the said-meetings shaill decide
under the'terms and provisious of the sai

chapter, to support. by assessment one-or more

:8chools for the remaining portion of the school
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year, not to be less than five months, or for the
urchase of lands whereon to erect school-
ouses, or for the building, rentiug, or repair-
ing of school-houses, the trustees shall forth-
with assess the amount on the inhabitants of '
the scction, by an equal rate, under the provi-
sion of section 26 of said c¢hapter, but accord-
ing to the assessment roll for the year 1864,
and which shall be collected by dthe Secretary
of the Trustees, or under his directicen, by a
warrant signed by at least one of the ’l‘rusceesl
and under the provision of said section 26 of
said chapter.” .

Onmotion of Attorney (eneral the above
clanse was amended by adding to it the fol-
lowing words, “but where subscription shall
be adopted as the weans of support, assess-
ment shallnot be resorted to.” “ The purchase
of,” inserted previous to werds “ building, rent~
ing,” etc. '

The.4th clause, providing assessment where
subscription failed, ete., was struck out.

The 6th clause was next taken up:—

6. Trustees shall bave power to.borrow mo-
ney for the purchase or impovement of grounds
for school purposes, anil for the building, rent-
ing, or repairing of school houses; and the same
shall be a charge upon the ishabitants of the
section, and be raised. by assessment and le-
vied and ¢ollected by equal annual instal-
ments.

“ Purchase of,” was inserted previous to
“building, renting, &c.” The first line was al-
tered so as toread as follows:—* Trustees shall
have power, on the vote and direction of the
meeting, to borrow any money authorized by
the said meeting, &c.” ‘

Mr, Miller expressed himself in favor of a
two-third vote, aud of ten days’ notice, but
dil not press bis motion.

. The Tth clause was amended to read as fol-
owWs:— :

“Inany section where, previous to the passing
of the act, the amount provided, either by sub-
scription or assessment, for the support of the
school or schooll therein for the current year,
or for the purchase of lands whereon 'to erect
school houses, or for the building, renting, or
ropairing of school houses, is insufficient for all
or eithier or any of the required purposes, the
trustees shall have power, on the approval of
the Lospector, to supplement the amount ag-
sessed or subscribed therefor, by an assessment
on.the inhabitants of the section.” L
- Oun the reading.of the eighth clause the hon.
Atty. Gen.said that it would be necessary to
provide for cases where the schools had been
established and the assessment had not been
carried otit, or the subscription had failed, - He
would, therefore, move the following addition
to the eighth clause:—- s T

“In’cases where at meetings under the said
chapter provision has been made for the sup-
port of schools, or. for any other of the pur-
poses in the next preceding section mentioned
by -assessment, and the assessment  has not
been made, or the subscription has failed, the
trustees shall have power to assess and collect
the amount thereof under the terms and’ pro-

‘visions of ‘section three of: this act.” . o
- Considerable _discussion ‘ensued upon this -
‘clause,—Mr. Miller, Mr. Longley and others

.urging that too much power was placed in the

hands of the Trustees. As finally passed, the
acts of the Trustees were made subject to the
sanction of the three nearest Commissiope;& :
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_ The ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thir-
teenth clauses passed without amendment.

. Hon. Attorney General sail it would he
necessary to make some provision for the erec-
tion of school houses in the poorer districts,
He wouid therefore move the following clause,
to be aldded after the thirteenth—* The Com-
missioners shall out of the grant for each half
of the current year, appropriate, upon the
recommendation of the Inspector, such por-
tions of the Provincial Grant as they may
deem proper to aid poor sections in providing
school houses, and they shall distribute the re-
mainder to such schools as have complied with
the law, according to the class of the teacher’s
license.”

Mr. Blanchard thought they might go a step
further, and allow the commissioners discretion
to mnke some allowance to schools that were
in opsration, but not under the present law.—
He would therefore move this addition to the
clause:—

% Provided that the commissioners may in
their discretion, on the report of the Inspector,
give a proportion of the Provincial grant to the
teachers of any efficient school kept during

- any part of the six months ending on the 1st’of
May next, though such schools may not have
been kept under the act of 1864.”

The Atty. Gen. doubted the Holicy of offer-
ing a premium to those who did not choose to
avail themselves of the law. .

Mer. S. Campbell thought some such provision
should be made as suggested by Mr, Blanchard.

Hon. Pro. Sec. said that where a strong case
was made out no inspector would refuse to re-
commend some aid.

Mr. Miller objected strongly to giving that
yower to any one man. He thought it should
Le left with the commissioners.

Mpr. Dill coincided in that view, The com-
missioners were a body of men who perform-
‘ed their duties without fee or reward, and
were superior to any influence which might
warp the judgment of others. They were bet-
ter acquainted with the wants of the people
than an inspector, who might be a perfect
stranger, and therefore they were the proper
" persons to exercise this power.

Mr. Caldwell agreed with, the observa-
tions of Mr. Bill. There could be no doubt that
the Commissioners were the persons . who
ghould decide as to the requirements of -the
distriet.

After some further discussion, the matter
‘was left open —the Government intimating
that they would modify the clause so as to

meet the views expressed. -

Then the committee adjourned and reported
progress. ’ o ‘

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that he understood
‘that the Railway Committee intended to visit
Truro on the following day for the piirpose of
.inspecting the rolling stock, and as a nimber
‘of the members wished to avail thémselves of
the opportunity, he would suggest to the Go-
Jbernment that if there was no pressing husi-
ness the house should adjeurneover until Mon-
day. The Provincial Secretary agreed, and
‘the house accordingly adjourned until Monday
‘at 3 o’clock, .- o : . '

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES;

MONDAY, March 20.
The House met at 3 o’clock. o,
Mr. BourINOT presented a petition from
Lingan, C. B., praying for a daily mail to
Syduey. o
Mr. MCKAY presented a petition from Ro-
gers’ Hill, Dalhousie, Pictou, for additional
postal accommodation, and in doing so urged
the claims of petitioners.
Mr. BouriNoT handed to the Financial Se-
cretary a memorial sent him, asking assistance
for a scow.

A message was received from the Legisla-
tive Couuncil, stating that they had passed &
bill to incorporate Trinity Church in Hali-
fax in connection with the Church of England;
and that-they had agreed to a bill to alter the
time for holding the Sessious in the county of
Barrington, and to the bill to amend the act
incorporating the Glace Bay Mining Company.

Hon. Pro. SEC. laid on tho table a report on
the Legislative Library.

RAILWAY EXTENSION,

Hon. PRro. SEC. laid on the table a notice of
a resolution which the government propose te
move touching the extension of the railway, and
in doing so stated for the information of the
House, that it would be seen from the corres-
poundence on the table the proposal on the
part of the International Contract Com-
pany for the construction of the railway
was both in reference to the road from -
Truro to the borders of New Brunsweick,
and to that from Windsor to _Annapolis.
In both instances the proposal was outside of
the terms of the resolution which was proposed
by the government and sanctioned by the house
last winter. Under the resolution it was propos-
ed to give for the coustruction of these two lines
a subvention of 4 per cent. on £10,000 a mile
for the road from Truro to the border, and 4
per cent. on £6000 on that to the West. The
proposals on the table settled a point.which
was left open in the resolution, and that was,
whether the payment of the entire subvention
should commence at the end of a year after
the commencement of the work instead of on
the amount of road built. They required tha$
the payment, which was a certain sum of
money per annum for twenty years, should
become payable at the close of a year from the
commencement of eonstruction. The other
point was that the Province should take a sub-
sceription ; £100,000 worth of stock on' the
Trunk line; that also varied very little from
the terms offered by the resolution. With re-
ference to Western extension, they required
that the expenditure required for bridging the
Avon should be borne by the Province. . The -
government believed that both of these propo-
sals wag reasonable, and that the same pol:Cy-
which induced the House at its last session to -
pass'the resolution for the construction of the
two lines in question would be again affirmed.
He then read the following resolution:—

“ Resolved, That the executive -government -
be authorized to secure the construction of the
lines of Railway from Truro:to. the borders :of
New Brunswick, and from Windsorto Annap--
olis, upon terms not léss favorable to the Pro- .

ince than those offered ‘on behalf of the Inter- .

national Contract Company, as.-contained:in
the papers now on_the.table :of.this  House, -
‘signed by Messrs. Livesey and Bate respéct-
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ively; and the route and location of the respéc-
tive lines of Railway to be approved by the
government. And the executive government
is hereby authorized to enter into contracts
upon such terms with any responsible party
for the construction of either or Loth ef the
before-mentioned lines of Railway.”

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill to incor-
porate the Mabou Coal Mining Company. -

Mr. ArRCHIBALD Introduced a bill to incor-
porate the Commissioners of the Widows and

rphan’s Funad of the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower provinces.

Mr. PARKER presented a petition from D.
Cameron for money alleged to be sent through
the P. O. o
~ Mr. CouLin CaMPBELL presented four peti-
tions:——Oune from 294 persons resident in Hills-
hurg, praying for the establishment of a Post
Office; the second from the same place for a
special grant of money for a road; the third

from Digby in favour of a road frém thatcoun-"

ty to Shelburne ; and the fourth from 82 inhabi-

tants of Digby town on Militia and Volunteer

business. o
. THE SCHOOL LAW.

On motion of the hon. Attorney General the
house went into committee -and took: up the
bill to amend and in addition to the School
Act of last session, and to satisfy and confirm
proceedings thereunder.

{The 14th clanse was under consideration
when the house adjourned on Friday. Hon.
Attorney General had moved the tollowing
clause in substitution:—“The Commissioners
shall out of the grant for each half of the cur-
rent year, appropriate, upon the recommenda-
tion of the Inspector, such portions of the Pro-
vincial Grant asthey may deem proper to aid
poor sections :in providing scheol houses, and
they shall distribute the remainder to such
schools as have complied with the law, "acecor-
ding to the class of the teacher’s license.”

Mr. Blanchard moved this ‘addition to the
clause:— N

“ Protided that the commissioners may in
their discretion, on the report of the Inspector,
give a proportion of the Provincial grant to
the teachers of any efiicient schootl kept during
‘any part of the sixmonths ending on'the 1st'of
May next, though such schools may not -Liave
been kept under the act ot 1864.” The ‘discus
‘sion that ensued torday was as to whether the
power given above should be in the hands of
the-Inspector or commissioners of schools.]

Hon, ATTY. GENL: said that he was dispos-
ed to :think that in all .cases the inspector
would be inclined - {0 recommend such schools
as should get a share of the money, and thatto

alter the-clause, as ‘some ‘gentlemen proposed,

would not'work so satisfactorily. B
-Mr. BILL was opposed to:giving the power
“to'any inspector'in prefeérence to'the Commis-
‘sloners of Schaols, who''were best able to un-
‘derstand the wants'of : the country, and knew
overy part of it. ~Ag far s -his kunowledge
‘went, it ‘was through the inspector that school-
‘houses .that_had been -private :property were
‘taken-away from the people—that three:school-
houses were putinto one distriot, and perhaps

‘two or three. districts ‘left ‘withoutany. No '

‘doubt it was a:matter of -surprise to-some. of

‘bill Yegalizing - all ‘the-actsof - some mspector,
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but he did so because ‘he could not com-
scienciously do otherwise.- He could never
agree to ‘the proposition that the commission-
ers should consult the inspector,and be gnid-
ed by his directions. The counnissioners of
King’s county were composed of the Custos.
the Clerk of Peace, the Queen’s Attorney,
some four or five medical gentlemen, and the
Clerk of the Crown, a Doctor of Law, and a-
number of honest intelligent farmers scattered
broadcast through the county—all good men
and true. They had no Attorney Gene-
ral or Solicitor General, but they had in-
telligence and integrity enough, he was
convinced, not only to trapsact the business
of King’s county, but that of Nova Scotia
itself. He had never seen any number of men
anywhere better qualified to govern the prov-
ince than the Commissioners.of that county,
of which he was proud to acknowledge he stood
on the floors of the Legislature one of- the re-
resentatives. The hon, Yrovincial Secretary
ad insinuated that the launguage of some. of
the petitions that came from XKing’s, against
the school act of last-session, was not couched
in the terms they ought to have been; but he
could tell that hon. gentleman that they ema-
nated from a parent’s heart. Wag it strange
that much indignation should be felt when
more than a thousand children that had form-
erly enjoyed the advantages of schools were
now idle? It was only the other day that he
received a note from a person entreating the
house to do something, for fifty pounds would
not pay the damage that had been doune by idle
boys. The gentieman who wrote:the petition
to which exeeption' had been taken only ex-
pressed the feeling of the people generally;-he
was 2 lawyer, and.for industry, intelligence.
and integrity it would ‘be ditlicult to find his
superior; for some thirty years he had been a
successful practitioner in the county where he
had been reared—h¢ was eminently a lawyer
of the people, and appreciated their séntiments.
He would not dwell any further on the subject
on which he need hardly tell the house he felt
deeply interested, except to. say again that to
require that the Commissioners should consult
‘some Inspector (supposing, of course, there was
such a.man) on all oceasions was an insult to
the intelligence of the country. S
Dr. HAMILTON gaid in respect to the Inspec-
tor, that he was born within some eight or ten
miles of Mr, Bill, that his father was born on
.the farm adjoining; that he was educated under
the superintendence of Mr.. Somerville; that he
taught school in various parts of Cornwallig,
.and from the neighbourbkood where he (Dr, H.)
resided .he was called to take an important
‘position in"the Model School at Trure.. The
.gentleman to whom he iéferred was Mr, Cal-
in, a gentleman as well qualified in ever
sence of  term to occupy the responsible posi-
‘tion of Inspector as any one he Knew. If any

_error had arisen in respect to thieschool sections

it must have yproceeded from an error of judg-
ment:and nothing else, He also added that
Mr."Calkin had the assistance of Mr. G. Bar-
‘ing off the'sections. -

““Mr, BILL trusted that no ove ‘would undet-
stand ;him ‘as ‘speaking 'disrespectfully of “a
‘genitleman whom he 80 highly esteemed as Mr.

‘waby, and 'the Surveyor, in this watter of 1ay-

] f ‘Calkin. At the ‘annual ‘niecting an ‘immense
‘his constituents - thathe-should vote againsta .°

number of people assembled, and almost every -

‘man had a petition in his hand ‘against™the
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mode in which the districts had been laid off,
Even after two days earnest consideration, the
Commissioners could not attend to all the
petitioners. What he wished to urge was the
giving the Commissioners of Schools prefer-
ence over the Inspectors, in respect to mat-
ters of which the former must be supposed to
be the best judge.

Hon. Prov. Src. did not imagine that any
person could expect that it was necessary, in
order to pass the bili, they should arrive at the
conclusion that aninspector or any body else
was infullible. He regretted to hear that from
his Tron. friend (Mr. Bill) that the proceedings
of the ingpector had not met with gemneral
favour in his county. No one could deny that
the Board of Comm’ssioners was composed
of a very excellent and useful body of men
who bave exhibited a great deal of pains-tak-
ing care on the subject of education, and
whose opinions were entitled to the highest
respect; although he believed it was the mis-
fortune of the government on one occasion
when a matter came as reference from the
county in question not to be able to take the
same view as the commissioners. This ques-
tion of school sections was of a most delicate
and difticult nature, and if his hon. friend
would look at the new bill now on the table
he would see that it would be satisfactorily
disposed of hereafter. If there had been any
want of judgment on the part of the inspector
in laying oft the sections it could be arranged.
The clause under consideration only gave the
inspector the right of recommendation as being
familiar with the necessities and position of the
whole of the sections, and it was left to the com-
missioners to accept or reject it. The poorer
districts were going to receive the most sub-
stantial assistance in the shape of school-
houses.

‘Mr. MILLER regretted that the hon. Attor-
ney General had not thought proper to alter
the claunse since the bill was under considera-
tion on Friday last. He did notthink it neces-
sary to' make any charge against inspectors as
abody, but no one could deny that it was en-
trusting themn with a very great deal of power.
The appointment of these oflicers was of a
very delicate character, and it was not sur-

" prising that in some instances men were select-
ed who did not possess the confidence of a
large body of the people. Since therefore such
might be the case would it not be advisable to

withdraw from these men the large power
iven them under the bill, and entrust it to a
ody who enjoyed the confidence of the people.

‘Where a number of commissioners decided on

& matter of this sort, the decision would carry

with it much weight, Under, this conviction

‘Themoved that the words “on the report of the

inspector” be struck out, and that power be
given to the gommissioners to divide, in' their
own discretion, the money eitheir for the sup-
vort of schools, or for the building of school-
‘housesin the poorer districts. = - :

Houn. Prov. SECY. said that the clause in
question did not give the:Inspector the power
of disposing of one shilling, but he had only to
make arecommendation to the Commissioners,
who would either act upon, or reject it, as they
might consider most advisable.” All-that he
desired was that the House should take such a
course as would be most advantageous to the
poorer districts. . L i
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Mr.LocKE did not see why the Commission
ers should not be permitted to manage this
matter for the short period to which the present
bill had application.

Mr. MILLER said that without the recom-
mendation of the Inspector no money could be
appropriated; so the power, after all, was. in
his hands rather thau in those of the Conmis-
sioners. Ho urged strongly the neccessity.of
withdrawing so large a power from men who
might use it injuriously at times.

Mr, 8. CAMPBELL expressed his desire to
look favorably upon those who have been
teaching school bona fide though not acting un-
der the provisions of the law. He would be
very sorry it such parties should be excluded
from participation in the grant. As regards
tha clause itself he did not care personally,
bus, nevertheless, looking at the matter in a
broad light, he believed there was good reason
why it should be left in the hands of the Com-
missioners. :

Hon, Prov. Src. reiterated th3 opinion thaf
the Inspector was the most competent person
to deal with the matter in question, inasmuch
a3 he must naturally know what would be
agreeable, not only to the community immedi-
ately around him, but to the whole county.
They were perfectly familiar with the counties
in which they were acting.

- Mr. ARCHIBALD was in favor of a unifo
system, but the few remarks he made werein-
audible. :

Houn. ATTY. GEN, said that the hon. gentle-
man had anticipated some remarks he intend-
ed to malke. -Under the law the Inspector
would have to make his report of all.the
schools entitled to the grant.” But there was
no provision made for a return of schools not
acting under the law. 1t was only by the in-
vestigation of some pérson, that the Commis-
sioners could know anything about these
schocls. He had no doubt that if the inspecs
tor was not allowed to deal with the matter,

‘but the commissioners: were to have it all to
themselves, one schoolmaster would get. a
grant on one principle, and another man on -
another; infact, there wculd be no nniform
system. He was a favour of considering fa-
vourably the claims of those schools that the
inspectors could recommend. He thought the
government had already yielded a great deal
and he did not see any reason for adopting the
amendment proposed. .

Mr. BLANCHARD in reference to the amend-
ment proposed by him on Friday ,evenin%—;—
which was to.the effect—that schools actuall
in operation, although not wunder. the act—
should receive aid upon the “ report of .the .{n-
speetor,” consented that it- should be upon the-
recommendation of the Inspector. L

Mr. PARKER expressed himself as decidedly
‘opposed to the power being left in the hands of |,

‘the Inspector. That officer was of all persous
the most unfitted for the position—He thoughs -
that if he was left to judge that great difficulty. -
would be experienced in obtaiming the proper”.
disposition of the money. - : ey
- Mr. MILLER'S -motion to strike out, “upon
the recommendation of the Inspector—and-~to.°
give the power to the Commissioners-—was

then put and lost by a large majority.. = - .

Hon. ATTY, GENL: moved an addition'to the

-sixth clause (which gives the trustees power to

_borrow money for school purposes), making i$

.apply to.cases which haveoccurred duringithe
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last six months, and enabling trustees to return
moneys in cases where a part of the subscribers
have paid and the remainder have failed.

After some slight discussion, the policy of
the amendment was agreed to, and the Atty.
Genl. intimated that he would put the clause
into proper shape. :

Hon. ATTy. GENL. said difficulties had arisen
In some localities, as regards land required for
the erection of schoolhouses— persons had re~
fused to sell their land upon any terms;and he
would now move a clause authorizing the trus-
tees, under certain. restriciions, to take such
land for the purposes required. The hon. gen-
tleman read a clause to that effect.

Hon. FIN, S1c. explained that the principle
was the sawme as in cases where the necessities
of the public service required that private lands
should be taken for roads,

Mr. LEVESCONTE considered that the pro-
posed law was very arbitrary in its character.
1t enabled -trustees to take possessionof the

pleasure or ornamented grounds of a private .

gentleman for public purposes.

Hon, ArTY. GEN. and hon. FIN. SEC. re-
tied that al’hough that was possible under the
aw, it was highly improbable such a course
would be pursued.  The law required not only
that the three trustees must concur, but their
proceedings must be sanctioned by the board
of commissioners, so that it was most unlikely
that the injustice alluded to would be com-
mitted.

After a few further remarks the Afttorney
General said thathe would ask that the bill
should remain in committee until the next
day, as he wished to perfect some of the
clauses.

The following bills were then taken up and
ragsed: To incorporate the Cambridge Coal
lining Company, to authorize the appoint-
ment of a harbor master at Sydney, to incer-

porate the Scotia Lodge of Free Masons at
Canning, to amend the act to incorporate the
Yarmouth bank, o

Then the committee adjourned and reported
progress, ) ’ )

*  THE SUPREME COURT.

Mr. S. MACDONNELL introduced a bill to
alter the time of holding the courts on the Cape
Breton Circuit, The hon gentleman explained
thst the. object of the bill was to make the
spring term of .the court terminate at Port

ood and the autumn term at Sydney. )

Mr, MILLER could not seé any necessity for
the change. In his experiénce, which extend-
ed over ten years, there was a iarge: docket of
causes at Arichat than at any other place on
that circunit. - L T

Mr. BoUzINoOT said he thought it would in-
terfere with the arrangements of the Judges, as
regards the route of travel. It would in efiect
oblige them. to retrace their steps, instead of
a3 now taking up the places in their regular
oourse, S e e " .

The bill was read a first time. . .

.’SUPFORT OF THE POOR.

Hon. FINL. SECY, introduced a bill to amend
chap. 80 Revised: Statutes, of the settlement
and support c¢f the Poor, the provisions of
which he would explain on'the second reading

L RAILWAY COMMITTEE.. ... .°

Mr; ToBIN reported from the Railway

mittee. . In reference to a paragraph contained

in i§,.as to-the'non-erection of a blacksmith

-government he trusted that the

Com-
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shop and forge at Richmond, which had heen
recommended in a previous report.

Hon. FINL. SECY. explained that the reason
why this had not been done, was because it
was considered inexpedient to incur any very
large expense at Richmond, while the question
remained in doubt as to whether the position
of the terminus would not be changed, in view
of the proposed Railway extension.

Mr. PARKER strongly urged the necessity
for increased station accommodation at Shu.
benacadie. He also alluded to the unsafe
state of railway fences; many of them were .
prostrate for miles; while others were as use-
less from want of proper gates.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The FINL, SEC. said he wished shortly to
lay the estimates on the table, and he there-
fore hoped that committees having money
claims before them would report without de-

lay.

Mr.C.J.CAMPBELL presented a petition from
Alexander McCaskill and a number of others
against assessment for schools.

Mr. DOXKIN introduced a bill to amend the
Jury law.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL recommended that all
amendments made this Session in the new
edition of the Revised Statues be embodied in
one act, as was done with the last edition.

Then the house adjourned until 3 o'clock
next day. .

TUESDAY, 218t March, 1863,

The House met at 3 o’clock, i

Mr. KiNG presented four petitions signed by
200 persons, resident in Hants, against Confe-
deration.

Mr. BLANCHARD, &
at Port Hood Island. )

Mr, BiLy, three petitions numerously signed
from Western Cornwallis, prayiog that no-im-
mediate action be taken in. reference to Con-
federation. : g ; : L

Mr., ALrisoN handed to the Financial Secre-
tary ‘a petition to His Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor, in reference to a dam. \

MABOU HARBOUR. o

The Hon. PrO. SEC. 1aid on the table a re-
port from Mr. Perley on Mabou ‘Harbour.

‘Mr. 8, McDONNELL said that“he imagined
there were very few individuals around the
benches who were acquainted with the Har-
bour referred to.. If the bar that now obstruc-
‘ted the entrance were removed, a- very great
boon would be conferred upon that side ot the
island. - -The. country. that -surrounded. the
place in question was a fine agriculiural” dis-
trict, one of the bestin the island; and if the
improvements suggested were made, it would
contribute largely to the advancement of the

petition for a way office.

‘whole country. Theexpenditurerequired was
ulaﬁi; but the work would fully warrant it.

BLANCHARD wasg greatly-in hopes. thas
the Mining Companies that are-now_engaged
in opening up Mines in ‘the neighborhood
would be very willing to contribute largely to
the construction of so desirable a. ‘work.” {f it
could be pot ‘immediately carried on by the. -

time . would
soon come when it would be. . ° SO S
4 -+ . MISCELLANEOUS. . =~ .
- Hom Mr. SHANNON . presented the petition

of W. C: Silver and others in Halifax in refer-

ence to-the license law in the city of Halifax. -
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Mr. S. SMyYTH presented a petition from a
nurber of the inhabitants of Inverness against
the Union of the Colonies and the school bill,

Mr. ArcuinaLp asked the government to
lay on the table certain information which
would epable him to make comparisons be-
tween the trade returns of 1863 and 1864.

Hon. Prov, SEC. laid on the table state-
ments explanatory of the financial position of
Canada, and a comparison thereof with the po-
sition of the other British North American Co-
lonies, issued by the department of the minis-

" ter of finance, Canada.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE, from the committee
to whom was referred the petition of James
Darroun, reported in favor of giving him $80—
which report was received and adopted by the
house.

BEAR RIVER BRIDGE.

Mr, ARCHIBALD presented a petition very
numerously signed by inhabitants of Bear
River, praying the House not to take any
further “steps towards the completion of a
bridge on the ground that it was an obstrue-
tion to the navigation of that river. The hon.
gentleman, in dving so, stated that it was not
often the inhabitants of any place combined to
80 large an extent to prevent the expenditure
of a large sum of public money, and that they
did so in the present case showed that they
must have strong reasouns for the course they
had taken. He knew nothing about the loca-
lity in (uestion, but he felt that tlie House had
a right to attach no inconsiderable weight to
the statements of a petition that was solargely
signed. Ifit were true that the bridge was an
obstruction to the trade and shipbuilding at
the place in question, that its importance as a
harbour of refuge were injured, then the pray-
er of the petitioners was deserving of most
serious consideration.

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said that parties
who resided on this river which was naviga-
-ble were entitled to its free and uninterrupted
jntercourse. Inhis opinion the erection of the
bridge had been premature; it was 2 nuisance
which parties affected by it could abate if they
pleased. It might be snid thatit was proposed
. to have a draw constructed on the river, but
that did not - meet the difliculty without legis-
lation, for the people on it were entitled to its
entire use. Thereforé until legislation took
place, doing away with the common-law rights
which these parties possessed, the erection was
illegal. ‘

Mr. LONGLEY regretted that his hon, collea-
fué ‘was not preseut, as he was more intimate-
dy - acquainted with the subject than himself,
ibut he would state for the information of - the
douse. thatthe bridge was not only an advan-
fage 10 one, hut two or three counties.. He be-
lieved it saved some seven or eight -mles on
:one of ‘the most hilly roads in the province.
Persons had been detained at the ferry for
thours, -and at titaes passed over at the hazard
-of their lives, . He was of opinion that the ma-
Jority “of the people were.in.favour .of the
Aridge and that-it-did not interfere to any seri-
-ous extent with the rights or interestsof indi-
viduals. B

Hon. Arry.-GEN. ‘said that the subject of
“building the bridge had been béfore the ‘house
for ‘twenty years. - It was urged ‘88 a great
piblic ‘vecessity to thé travelling publicin the

.curred. i
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west, and not with reference to the convenienca
of some few individuals in Digby or Aannapo-
lis. He bhad himself been detained for soma
hours at the ferry, and knew the bridge was
most desirable. Although every attention
should be given to the feelings of individuals
whose convenience might to some extent ba
impaired, yet be thought the interests of the
general public should be first considered.. The
same objection that had been raised in the
present instance could be urged with reference
to the bridge at New Glasgow, where a far
larger number of vessels were huilt. He was
inclined to doubt if the availability of the
place as a bharbor of refuge bad been destroy-
ed. He thought there might be soihe want,. of
legislation in the matter as the hon. membper
for Guysborough had intimated, but he took it
for granted that if the work was finished, a
bill counld be introduced into either branch: of
the legislature, in order to prevent persong
destroying public property in the shape of the
bridge. He referred to the case of the Thames,
where the bridges were very frequent, and
ended by expressing his belief that the draw
that was contemplated would be sufficient for
all the requirements of the petitioners. : i

Mr. BLANCHARD said that the question to

- consider was, whether the government onght

to invade the richts of private individuals? -
He contended that the” parties had rights
which could not be set aside without the con-
stitutional and legal course having been taken.
The New Glasgow bridge had been built lon
before a ship was built above it; but the x")eﬁg
tioners declared the erection of the bridge at
Bear River was positively injurious to the
interests that now existed. They had a perfées
right to the free navigation of the river. He
knew an instaunce of a bridge having been
built across the Bras d’Or and an' individual
came and destroyed it, and it was never re-
built. o
Hor. Mr. MCFARLANE considered that:a
draw in the bridge would answer all the re-
quirements of the people, and alluded to t;lna
fact that there were numerous instances a
over the face of the province where bridges
actually crossed even the mouth: He éonsi-
dered that private rights should give way to
the public interests. He' remembered how
strenuously the evection of the present under-
taking had been pressed upon the considers-
tion of the house,'and government for yearh.
This was the firgt time that these petitioners
had come forward' in opposition to the work;
and he was curious to know why they did" not
express their sentiments: at the. tine it waa
about being constructed, and before dny large
expenditure: of public money bLad been'in-

. Mr. ARCHIBALD said that it. was u

-the entire property owned by “the. people

was rendered valueless to a large extent. X
there was so la,rtge an.epposition to the exection
of the bridge,—~if the people at the spot showed
that they were injured, 6ught not the Houseto -
pause before proceeding farther.. If:was ghe .

‘duty of -the government, under existing -cir-

cumstances, to find out how far the statements
of the petitioners.were correct, and:be ;govemn- -
ed accordingly. . : e

. ‘Mr. MITLER 'was . not at.all surprized: at the

disgussion, for he looked upon-it as-a result:of
$he-policy of last:session, “TheHouse-had be-
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fore it the question of a great public work, and
in order to carry it, it was necessary to subsi-
dize the western counties to an enormous ex-
tent. He was not surprised that the only gen-
tleman in the house who appeared to take any’
interest in the work in question, and. tried to
justify it, was the houn. Railway Commissioner,
and even he “ damaned it with faint praise,”
and was desirous of throwing the responsibility
upon his hon. colleagne. If the undertaking
was of such great importance why did not the
waestern members come up and try to justify
the expenditure? The hon. members for Guys-
boro and Inverness had placed the question in
its true light, when they said that any person
whose rights have been interfered witl by the
obstruction caused to the navigation of the
river, would be justified in removing it. Had
the nconey for this erection, which appeared to
cause such great dissatisfaction, been expend-
ed in the St. Peter’s Canal, be was sure no
complaints would have arisen.

Mr. LONGLEY said what the hon. member
for Colchester passed over, the hon. member
for Richmond took up. Nothing butthe strong
claims that the undertaking had upor. the wes-
tern members had secured. the grant for its
construction. He was not- aware of any in-
ducement to vote for that great public- work
the Pictou Railway, and he never saw a mo-
ment when he was not prepared to justify it on
its own merits.

Mr. ARCHIBALD suggested that the hon.
gentleman might have been influenced by the
government in power in his conduct respecting
the railway.

Mr. LONGLEY-—There might be something in
that; but at all events he had voted forthe

work on its own merits. He thought it was.

only a minority that was at the bead of the
present movement, ard that a very large ma-
jority were in favor of the erection. He was
not aware of any damage or injury that had

been caused to the petitioners. In looking at.

the petition he found that it contained ouly 253
names of persons who, as he conceived, had
any right to express any:-opinion. Persons li-
ving overat Granville might feel an interest
in the harbor, but they were far removed from
deriving any inconvenience from the bridge.—
He was quite sure that 1000 names miglht have
been got in the same' very populous district in
favor of the bridge, within forty-eight hours.—
He was convinced the expenditure was a most
Jjudicious one. o
Mr. MILLER thought the hon. member, in his
reference to the Picton Railway, had been
" rather unfortunate. Was it his priociple: to
oppose a measure, however good and desira-
ble, because §it was introduced by a Govern-

ment in whom hej had no confidence. - Such-a"

principle would not- commend itself to the
%ood sense of the House or of the country.

ut there. might be other reasens which infiu~
enced the hon. gentleman in. his course. Per-
haps, viewing matters from a different stand~
point, from a Railway Commissionér’s office;
hig principles and’ opinions had been consider-.
ably. modified. Some- argumnents were more
convincing than any that were heard-on the
floors.of the House. .. -~ . o .0 ul..

_Hon. FIN. SE0. said that ns doubt the peti-
tion presented to the House would receive the
most serious congideration of the Government:

As asserted by the bon. Attorney General, the.
subjecg»of a bridge across the Bear River had-
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been a subject of agitation for. years in the
House. At the last session of the Legislature,
the members of the Counties specially interest-
ed united in asking for the grant, and after it
had been allowed, notices were issued for ma-
terial for the bridge. Then was the time for
these parties, if they thought they were going’
to be injured, to apply to thé. Government to
stop the construction of the yndertaking, As
they had not done so, he thought that their ob-
servations at this moment were entitled to'less:
consideration than they would be otherwise
entitled to. He hoped that the petitioners
would net proceed recklessly to destroy the
bridge, after the remarks that had been made
by some gentlemen that day. .He thought the
case of hardship must be very strong indeed:
that could justify any set of men in a deci-
sion as to the legality or propriety of a public
undertaking. Looking at the petition, he did
not consider that the parties made out any
case. Neither shipbuilding nor trade was in-
terfered with, inasmuch as a draw afforded all -
the accommodation required. The only ground
for a grievance was that the bridge destroyed
the harbor, and even that was disputed. It
would be found, he believed, on investigation,
that no injustice had heen done to the commu-
nity, and that the bridge was necessary to the
Western Counties. )

Mr, ARCHIBALD said that he beld in Lis
hand a petition signed Uy 152 people, against
the erection of the bridge which was presented
last session.” So it would be seen that at the
first opportunity they had, they availed them-

- selves of the right of expressing their opinions.

by petition. The bhon:. Financial Secretary
must admit that any obstruction that impeded
the free navigation -of the river, without the
authority of law, was a-nuisance that any -
private individual bas a right to abate. . He"
had always understood that the hon. member
for Annapolis was -against Governments con-
structing railways at all; but be- counld under-
stand that that hon. gentleman might now
view things from a difierent stand peint; he:
had five or six hundred reasons for thinking
differently, At all events, he did not think it
right for any gentleman to support or oppose a
measure of public importance only with refer-
ence to the party that was in power. i

Mr. LONGLEY replied that he would bave’
scarcely thought it worth his while refuting the
remarksthat had been first made respecting the

. railway if they had not been repeated by gen-

tlemén... He had not said that he would. have
voted for the railway had another government
been in power. "He meantthat his views might
have been modified if there had been a better .
- government in power, but he had never assert-’
“ed that be had voted for the work . because his.
own friends. were in office.- When ' the hon,
member for Richmond made the statement - he-
had, he thought it scarcely worth considering-

~for he imagined it was merely spoken in a spirit-

-of banter. . S . R
Mr. MILLER said that he thought the house
.had been told more than oncethat “ Rum" and

. Railways werethe curse of Nova Scotia;” that -
" wasthe hon, member’s song for years; now he’
- admitted that bis views in respect to ‘ratlways-

“had undergone change, and it had' ‘been even:-
‘stated that he had also undergone -a transfor-
‘mation in.-respect:to. the former.  Substan-.
‘tial resgons might exist for the course of the™
‘hon.. gentlemen and it was unnecessary,doubt-/
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less, to mention them to the house. It was
well known that it required considerable in-
ducement to get the support of the hon: mem-
ber for the Pictou Railway, and that certain
views he held on that and other questions had
been rapidly moditied. The position of Chief
Raliway Commissioner—or as the hon mentber
for Colchester had said, five or Isix hundred
reagons had soraeghing t7 do with the hon. gen-
tleman’s course, "It woald be as well for him
at times to remember that there was no gen-
tleman in the house that oceupied a more equi-
vocal position than himself, and that he should
be humble accordingly.

Mr. LEV ESCONTE asked the Government to
lay on the table the petitions that were presen-
ted in favor of the Bear River bridge. He did
80, because lhe wished the house to justify his
course as Financial Secretary and rmember of
';{l}e Government in reference to this underta-

ing.

-Hon, ATTY. GEN. referred to the action of the
Opposition in 1850, in reference to th® Pictou
Railway. In that year Mr, Wilkins brought
in a resolution in favor of the work, and the
Government, moved an amendment to defer it
until the finances of the country warranted its
construction. Then a resolution was introdu-
ced by Mr. Chambers, in which it was stated
that “in the opinion of the House the road
should he extended to Pictou with the least
possible delay, as soon as the management of

our public afiairs passed into other hands, and-

the work could be economically and efficiently
conducted.” So it would be seen that, in the
opinion of Mr. Archibald aud his friends, the
construction of thie yailway was a question inti-
mately connected with the party that might be
in power. The hon. gentleman should have
remembeared this when he referred to the hon.
member for Annapolis,

He (the Attorney General) could easily
imagine how many of these persons who sign-
ed this petition, censuring the government now
that they had got the money, would have been
equally ready to have siined another, blaming
the governingnt, if they had not granted it.

The advantages of this work had been advo-
cated not only by the friends of this govern-
ment, but by those of the late as well. Look-

- ing at it therefore in all its bearings, he was not
- disposea to look upon the petition as reflecting
the sentiments of the majority of the inhabit-

ants.

Mr. KTLLAM said that the question of the
Bear River bridge ~had been long talked
about, and there was no doubt the wans of it
had obstructed travel to the .westward to a
great extent. Inconvenience had been felt in
that way, and inconvenience would .result to
some after it was constructed—the question
was whether the advantages did not overba-
lance the disadvantages. There was no douby
thatthe bridge should bebuilt with the most

improved draw,. 8o as to allow the passage of -

vessels. .

Mr. ARCHIBALD would remind the Attorney
General that the work was being carried on
without the sanetion of law. There was no law
on the statute-book to authorize .ts construc-
tion. ke could assure that hon. gentleman that
he was entirely mistaken in'supposing that in

presenting this petition he was casting any cen-

sure upon the government. .. He: thought there

was enough upon the face of it to. warrant them
in pausing until ‘they. bhad: investigated - Liis.

facts
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Mr. WHITMAN, (who was indistinctly beard,)
was understood to say that many of the nameg
signed to the petition were of those interested
in vessels, and others who were influenced by
the idea that if the bridge was built the price
of exports would be reduced, and that obstruc-
tion would be offered to vessels coming in to
trade. He would explain that it was intended
to have a draw forty feet wide, which would
be amply sufficient to admit all vessels built’
there, and it was proposed to admit them free
of charge. The harbor would not be injured,
as stated in the petition, and if he had known
this discussion would have been brought up
hie would have been prepared with o certificate
from a number of ship-masters to that effect.
This work had been petitioned for for the last
15 years, and any one who had travelled over
the road would understand the advantages to:
be derived from it—forming as it 'did the con-
necting link in the route between lalifax and

Yarmouth.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON said this was just like
many other cases where people sign their
names against a thing which they afterwards
approve of, and he had no doubt after this
worlke was completed the very people who now
petitioned against it would be loudest in its fa-
vor, Justasupon the great question of Con--
federation many persons had petitioned against
it thinking it was going to injure them; buthe
was confident that when the great work was’
accomplished they would be satisfied with it

Mr. MCLELAN said that the number of peti-.
tioners against this bridge had increased three
fold since last year, and he had no doubt that
before next year the petitioners against Confe-
deration would increase in the same ratio.
There was another matter which had grown
outof this question to which he would like to
draw the attention of the government, Knor-
mous sums of money were spent from timme to
time upon the bridges of the country and after
a very few years they fell into decay. In his
own county some £700 had been spenton a
bridge which only lasted six years. e would
like to invite the attention of the house to an -
improvement in their construction, which had -
been successfully tried in the district in which
he resided. ' It was to have the lower stringers
of iron'instead oi wood. “This was a great im-
provement, and rendered them much more du-
rable. He would suggest to the government
that they should import from England iron
manufactured for the purpose in a certain wa;
80 as t0 be ready to be linked together. I

Mr.. CHURCHILL said that the subject was
one of great importance. He did not approve :
of the cowbination of iron and wood, but he

. thought if the bridges were covered they would .

last much longer. o
Mr. BLACKWOOD approved of the suggestion

of the member for the North' Riding of Col- -

chester. There was no doubt ‘it would bea.

-very greatimprovement over the present mode
-of- construction, and he thought a special com-

mittee should be appointed to report upon this

- subject. - .

Hon, Pro. SEC. said that the subject was
well worthy of the attention of a committee of -
the house. He bad the pleasure of geeinga-
bridge néar the Acacian iron mines -construct-
ed in the manner alluded to by the member for'-

:Colchester, and he- believed it tendvd largely+

to reduce the cost of construction‘and.the ex--
pense of maintenance, He 'would recommend*
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that a special committee be appointed to con-
sider the subject.. :

The following gentlemen were named as the
committee:—Messrs. McLelan, Killam, McFar-
lane, D. Fraser, and Ross.

MISCELLANEOUS,

Mr., LONGLEY moved that the bill to esta-
blish an asylum for inebriates be referred to a
special cowrmittee, and in doing so he wonld
remark that since 1ts introduction he had ascer-
tained that in the Wagshington Home Institu-
tion 251 had been admitted during the last year,
and of these 150 had been reclaimed and re-
stored to society. e believed that.the institu-
tion eonld be started ata small expense, and
lie was glad to find that the subject had been
favorably entertained by the press,

Mr. MILLER enquired whether the bill con-
tained any clause relating to the guardianship
of the property of inebriates.

Mr. LONGLEY believed it did.

After a few further remarks the bill was re-
ferred to a special committee consisting of
Messrs. Longley, Miller, Hamilton, Archibald,
Brown, Tobiu, and LeVesconte.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON, from committee on pri-
vate bills, reported the following:~To author-
izo the trustees of the Baptist church at Yar-
mouth to sell lands: to incorporate the Cape
Breton coal mining company; to add an_ elec-
toral distriet in Halifax eounty.

Mr, ARCHIBALD asked the governmentto-
lay upon the table all the informationin their
possession as to the proposed cost of the rail-
road from Truro to Pictou. .

The house.resolved itself into committee on
bills and resumed the consideration of the
school bill.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. slightly amended the sixth
clause at the instance ‘of the member for Yar-
mouth. . The time over which the assessment
was 0 be levied was limited to tfive years, - He
then read the clauses which he proposed to add,
and which were discussed on a previous day —
giving the trustees power in cases where per-
sons refused to. dispose of their lands for the
erection of school houses, to take possession of
them under certain gnards and restrictions.

After some discussion the clause was los
upon division, . : o

An addition. was made to the 14th clause,
which-is the one ratifying the proceedings of
meetings informally held—providing that it
shall only apply, to cases where schools have
been established and- put-in operation. An
amendment of Mr, Blanchard that the.section
should not apply to non-residents in the dis-
trict, was also adopted.. - - I

Hon. FIx. SEC. moved.a clause to the effect,
that where school houses have been built by a-
few persous originally, the trustees before ob-
taining possession of ‘them mus$ reimburse the
original owners. . . o :

After some little discussion the consideration.
of the clause. was left.over and the remaining
clauses passed with the understanding. that
any gentieman could move.to reconsider them:
on the next day. « - B

Then the committee adjourned and reported:

rogress, . T o LT R
p' on. Pro. 8EC. gave notice that, for the par-
pose of expediting the business of the house, it
would meet in. future every .evening, éacept
Wednesdays and Saturdays. - g

Then the house adjourned until 3 o’cleck the -
nextday.- - ¢ - B R AP
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WEDNESDAY, March 22nd.
The house met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. LooKE presented a petition from a mail
courier in Shelburne asking for a change of
mail route. ;

_A message was received from the Legisla-
tive Council stating that they had agreed to a
bill to incorporate the Acadia Boot and Shoe
Manufacturing Company, and to the bill to in-
corporate Mire Bay Harbour Company, and
had passed a bill to change the names of
Wiilliam Henry, Dorcas, and Frances Ann
Henderson, )

Hon, FiN. Sec. laid on the table a petition
from J, F. Phelan, B, Wier, and others, asking.
for aid. towards the Boston and Colonia
Steamship line, plying between Halifax, Bos-
ton, and Charlottetown. = Also the petition
of James King, B. Wier, and others asking for
aid towards a steamer between Liverpool and
Arichat, &c. ’ ‘

RIVER FISHERIES,

Mr, DoNgov asked the government whether
they had taken any action on the report last
session  of the committee in reference to the
River Fisheries and obtained information in
respect to fish ladders, -

Hon. Prov. Stc. replied that the subject
had been nuder the consideration of the gov-
ernment, ard having made enquiries, they.
found that Colonel Laurie had brought out a
drawing of a fish ladder, in reference to which
an expression of opinion was sought from a
society which exists here for the purpose of
protecting the river fisheries, He gad now a
model in his office of this ladder which he
would present to the house shortly, and which,
he believed, would work admirably.

UNION OF THE COLONIES.

Hon. Pro. Src. laid on the table a reportZon
the deep sea and coast fisheries of Ireland.

- Also the following resolution-which would
be moved at a future day:— = -

“Whereas under existing circumstances an
immediate Union of the British American Co~
lonies has become impracticable, and whereas
& legislative Union of the Maritime Provinces
is desirable whether the larger Union be ac-
com%)lished ormot: - o . . s

“Therefore Resolved, That in the opinion ot
the House. the negotiations: for the: Union of
Nova Scotia, New. Brunswick, and P. E. Is-
land should be renewed in accordance with
the resolution introduced at the last Session of
the Legislature.,” - - S :

: © L0 CITY BILL. - ¢ R

Mr. PrYOR introduced’a bill entitled sn act
to enable the-City of Halifax to purchase real
estate. In answer to an enquiry from Mr.’
Tobin he- stated that the City -had: determined .
to buy property belonging to the estate of the
late Hon. 'W. Black, whare they keep the ofiice
of the waterworks, “~ .- -~ i RS

- Mr. Tosix said he did not think the City of;
Halifax wanted a very large office to transact-
buginess.in conneciion with the water works,
It was:abous time to look carefully after such-
expenditurés, ' No donbt there was a very if-:
telligent and influential ‘body: of men in.the:
City. of Council, but sometimes they might be:
acted aponby their constituents. | There was,
already a bill before the House. to 'borrow a:
eertain sum of money to pay.off gome debt;in
fact, it was:.only substituting 'one .debt for .
another. .. He: found: she debt “was extending.
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faster than the city itself. The taxes were al-
ready very high, and increasing every day, In
fact, it was becoming very expensive to live in
the city of Halifax. The hon. gentleman con-
cluded by showing the insufticiency of the suin
allotted to departmental officers ot the govern-
ment to live in a city where the cost of living
was 80 dear,

Mr. Pryor suggested the propriety of allow-
ing the bill te go to Committee where the par-
ties interested in it could give reasons for its
introduction.

My, C. J. CAMPBELL presented a petition
fromn 116 inhabitants of Little Crossing, Vic-
%ourlia., _against Confederation and the school

hill,
THE 8CHEOOL LAW. :

The house then went into cornmittee and
passed the bill to amend and in addition to
the school law of last session, and to ratify
and confirm proceedings thereunder, the
amendment proposed by hon. Jarses McDon-
ald on a previous day not having been pressed.

THE LICENSE LAW.

The bill to amend Chap. 19 R. S. of Licenses
for the sale of Intoxicating Liquors was then
taken up.

Mr. BLANCHARD stated in reference to the
firgt clause that the statute of 1863 definud the
amouunt of penalties to be imposed upon par-
ties for breach of the license law, for the first
offence $10, for the second $20, tor the third,
$40, &c. The present bill in place of that gave
the power to the magistrates in their own dis-
cretion not to impose a tine less than $10
and not more than $50 for each offence,

Mr, ARCHIBALD doubted the poliey of alter-
ing the present law in the way proposed, un-
legs there could be good reason shown for it.

Hon. ATrYy. GEN. pointed out the difficul-
ties that prevented the satisfactory working of
the presentlaw. He wasinfavor of the policy
of allowing the magistrates to impose the fine
ascording to the circumstances of the case. He
approved of it beeause there were cases where
one man ought to be fined $10 and another
twice as much., Theclerk of the license, under
the law, was the person who selected the two
magistrates to act, and it was most proba-
ble that the selection would be in the interests

“of the law.

Mr, ToBIN said that it would be well if gen-
tlemen read the bill as a whole before attack-
ing it in detail, The law on the statute book
had been found so arbitrary that it had defeat-
ed itself, and he had himself presented a peti-
ticn for the purpose of amendingit. It was
acut from Tangier and was very numerously
signed. It complained that places for the sale
of intoxicating liguor iad sprungup in all di-
rections, and it was well known to most gen-
tlemen in the house that this was a fact. - Sev-
oral magistrates, not oanly of this, but of ad-
joining counties, had said that there was no
possibility of getting convictions under it—no
one would inform~it was: so severe. Under
these circumstances he got leave from the house
to introduce & bill. on the subject, and  had it
referred toffa committee, to which the hon.
member for Annapolis who always took a deep
interest in the’'question belonged. That hon.
gentleman. himself ' confessed that the law
to a certain extent defeated its object. .There
was a clause in the bill which provided that
any officer with the authority of a magistrate
hetwe:n sunset and suurise could enter into
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any suspected house and there search, and
bring the parties to justice if they had violated
the law. ~He was informed on very good au-
thority that the practice of r.ot granting licen-
ses bhad done a vast amount of injury
to the country, and that it was by far
the wisest policy to give a license, not to many
houses, but to some respectable individual, If

entlemen would read the bill they would see
that it was consistent in all its clauses, In
granted licenses within any gold district, He
believed that the law had failed also in respect
to such places. There were at this moment
licensed houses, and a large number without
any license, selling liquor, within the limits of
a proclaimed gold district.

Mr. Ross said that his great objection to
leaving the matter to the magistrates was that
in some parts of the country you find magis-
trates themselves selling liquor without licen-
se, and even the members of the house of As-
sembly.

Mr, LONGLEY was of opinion that any per-
son who would take the pains ef examinin
the license law would see that it was founde
upon the supposition that the people them-
selves were anxious to put down the sale of
intoxicating liquors, and providing that as-
smnption was correct the amended law of 1863
was fully adapted to effect the purpose. It
must depend upon the sentimeént of the
people themselves if it was to be effectu-
al. He must say that whilst some part
of the bill introduced by the hon. mem-
ber of Halifax commended itself to his
judgment, he thought its passage would not
improve the existing law, for just as you put
in a little clause here and there you ran the
risk of making the statute inconsistent and
confessed throughout. .There was nothing to
prevent any polling distri:t saying whether
there should or should not be liquor sold with-
in its Ifmits. The present law from which so
much was hoped had failed to some extent to -
effect the object in view because it wag left to
the sentiment and determination of the people
to carry it out. He believed that all legisla-
tion that stopped short of prohibition was un-,
sound, The hon. member for Inverness had
stated that the law was improved in the firss
clause. He was of opinion, kowever, himself
that the clause of - the law of 1863, which gave
a graduated scale of fines, was preferable to
leaving the matter in the discretion of the
magistrates. The penalties had been fixed in
the act of 1863 in consequence of the represen-
tation of those who had large experience in the
matter. The man who violated the law three.
or four times ~was certainly entitled to'a
heavier penalty than one who' had offended
but once. P

Mr, BLaNCHARD said he had rendered to.
the hon. member for Annapolis all the assist-
ance in his power when the License Law was’
%assed in a previous session of the House.

is- experience, however, of the working of
the act had proved to him that it required
some amendment in certain particulars. - He
then went on to point out several instances
which had been brought to his knowledge in
his legal practice of the unsatisfactory manner
in which the present law worked. The rame
difficulties, however, he believed, would not
arige now under the new bill because a person
convicied of selling without a license would
have to be fined a certain sum for eachoffence:
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It was not always wise to leave matters in the
discretion of the magistrates, but in the pre-
sent instance he thought it advisable,

Mr. SEEWART CAMPBELL, in allusion to a
dispute that arose between Mr. Blanchard and
other legal gentlemen, as to the decision of the
Judges in respect to some appeal in a license
case, said that what had transpired that day
ought to be a strong hint to the government
to provide some means for reviving the report-
ing of the decisions of the Supreme Court;
that was a master in which not only legal gen-
tlemen, but ma‘tigistmtes and the whole country
were interested.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said as the law now stood,
the matter of fines was not left in the discre-
tion of the magistrates. The moment the of-
fence was perpetrated the punishment follow-
ed; but if the present bill was passed, he
could see that the object in - view would
not be subserved. Suppose the Clerk of
License was a great temperance man, and
was desirous of enforcing the law, he would
naturally go to the most extreme temperance
magistrate, and the result would be that the
oftender would be fined to the utmost extent,
Suppose, on the other hand, that the clerk of
license happened to be of different feelings—
was of optnion that the law was too stricst, he
would go to & magistrate of the same senti-
ments as himself, and the guilty party would
be leniently treated. So it would seem that
two offences of a similar character would be
treated in the one case as highly penal, apd in
1he other as of very slight importance. Wasit
right that an offence which was punished in
Hants by a fine of $10 should be estimated at
$50 in Colchester? Yet such was the natural
consequences of the present bill. There was
much’ force in the observations made.by the
hon. member for Inverness and the hon, Attor-
ney General, but the discussion that had taken
place that day would remove the difficulties
that had occurred as to the meaning of the law
to a large extent The moment it was under-
stood after the present discussion that when-
ever an offender was punished by a conviction
that atoned for all the past offences, no magis-
trate could bring an action'in reference to a
case which had occurred greviously to the one
in which punishment had' followed. He was
of opinion that the men who were sent to the
Legislature to make laws should be the persons
to award the punishment, and he was of opin-
ion that the less discretion there was left to the
mere executors of the law the better. It was
not right to give such: discretion to those who
might themselves be violators of the law, or
who might-look upon ' the offence as of a
very unimportant- character. He express-
ed his surprize at the fact ‘that a  clause
was introduced ' into -the act- by - which
the  issue of licenses in a .gold district
would be permitted. .As the law now stood, if
the majority of the inhabitants were. in favor
of issuing licenses, they eould do.80; but it was
stated by the- hon. member for Halifax, that
there were cases .at this moment in the limits
of the gold district of parties selling under
licenses. - They were just as much violators of
the law as if they were without any licenses
at all, The ‘¥olicy of the house had- been to
keep ‘away from temptation bodies of men
who were separated from their families and
were without the ordinary means.of enjoy-
ment. The hon. gentleman went on to argue
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againat. the amendment proposed, and con-
cluded by saying, that he did not deny that
the probability was, our’existing law wen$
in the direction of too great stringency, and
whilst he was disposed to concede any amend-
ment that was desirable, he was not prepared
to put it in the power of a magistrate to give
hig decision according to his opinions on the
subject of temperance.

Mr, ToBIN said that he was not wedded to
any particular clause in the bill, but an influ-
ential magistrate in the county of Hants had
called his attention to the present state of the
law, and had stated that the law now on the
statute book defeated itself, and was not nearly
as etfective as the old law. As to the clauso
referring to the granting of licenses in gold
districts, ke would say that there was a petition
on the table signed by two Justices, a num-
ber of proprietors of gold mines at Tangier,
and other respectable persons in the outlying
districts, praying that one tavern be license
in the district. There must be some necessity
for it; and it seemed to be the proper mode to
have some one person licensed who would be
responsible; instead of as at present, where
many were in the habit of selliug, and none
were responsible to the proper anthorities for
the manner in which their houses were kep$.
He thought the provisions of this bill met the
difficulty. It had received the approval of the
members of the committee to whom it was re-
terred, who were better qualified to pass an
opinion upon it than he was, and he trusted
that it would receive the attention of the house.
. Mr. PARKER regretted that the member for
Halifax had revived this question of granting
licenses in Gold districts, when it had been
gettled, and wisely settled as-he thought, be-
fore. If one tavern was licensed the evil
would not stop there~—others would be ‘sup-
plied from it, and he knew of an instance in
point. The German Gold Companies, which
were doing the largest amount: of business in
the province, had adopted a very wise system
of discharging every mwan from their employ
who used intoxicating liquors. He thought
therefore, that the law in- that respect shonld
remain as it. was,—and as to the other part
which referred to fines, in his opinion it would
be far better to make them specific, and not
leave them discretionary with the Magistrates.

Mr, McCLELAN said that about as much
time had beenjoccupied in the discussion of
this question, since he had been in the house,
as had been given to aty other subject that
had engaged its aitention. -He was in hopes
that when the sliding scale of fines, which is
now . the ‘law, was adopted: that the matter
would have rested there, but it appeared that
difficulties had arisen in carrying out the law,
and it was now proposed to. leave the mat-
ter of fines in the {discretion -of the Magis-
trates. ' He thought this was unwise because
in addition to.the tgossibi_li of their sympa-
thies going with the offender and inducing
them ‘to impose the lowest fine, they were
inflaenced by the fear of incumrring his dis-

-pleasure if they imposed a heavy fine, and of

suffering either .in - their persons or property.
It appeared to him that if the old law did not
work, it would be better. to adopt & specific
fine, say of $20 or $25. . ' ‘

* M. HiLL agreed with the hon. member who
had just spoken. It would bé much better to
fix some certait sum,; so that the magisirates

. would know how to act.
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Dr. HamILTox said that he understood that
there were only two points involved in the
present bill, One had arigen in conseguence
of the opinion of the judges that the law re-
quired somo change in regard to the-imposition
of fines—the otler related to the granting of
licenses for the sale of liquors in gold districts;
the latter poinf, he thought, was more pecu-
liarly within the province of the governient,
His own opinions upon the propriety of
licensing the sale of intoxicating liguors were
rather peculiar. He very much questioned the
{volicy of licensing the sale at all, after once

egalizing the importation into the country, but
would rather leave it to every person to use
them as he felt inclined. He would not, how-
ever, diseuss that question further at present.
As regards the point under discussion he' was
0{)1)056(1 to leaving the question of fines option-
al with the magistrates, for the reasons so forci-
bly put by the member for South Colchester,
(Mr. Archibald). He thought it would be
. much better to make them specific, and he
would, therefore, propose that the fine be $25
in every case and two months imprisonment,

Mr. LoNGLEY had not much to say against
that proposition, although he had always been
led to believe that where the offence had been
repeated the punishient should he increased.

Ir. ARCILIBALD said that the hon. gentle-
man_was theorctically correct, but it was
found difficult in practice to graduate a scale
of punishment. ~ Where a party has been
fined two or three times, the magistrate, in
fining him for the third time, according to the
gliding scale, virtually decides that the first
punishment was correct; but suppose, in case
of an appeal, the first fining is quashed, the
subsequent ones fall with it. “The obje:t
should be, not to impose so large a fine as to
render it itnpossible to have it entorced, and he
thought that a fine of about $2¢ for every
offence would answer every purpose.

Mr. MCLELAN then imoved, instead of the
first clause of the bill, that the penalty be $20
for each otience. ‘

Dr. HAMILTON moved that it be $25.

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said that gentle-
men should consider the- effect ‘of interfering
with existing laws. They were going 1o impose
a less penalty for an actual infraction of the
law than the presentlaw now imposed upon a
licensed liquor seller who kept. a disorderly
house. He was liable to-be fined $40, for no
carrying out the requirements of the license,and
yet aless penalty was proposed for an actual
violator of the law. , ‘

Dr. HAMILTON thought that a person who
kept a disorderly house deserved to be fined
$40. I;appeared to him that there was a ma-
terial distinction between the two cases,

Mr. PRYOR said there was also another dif-
ference, In the case alluded to, the law said
the party should not be fined more than $30—
leaving it discretionary witll the magistrate to
reduce the fine according to the circuwmstances
of the case. Here-it was proposed to establish
& certain fine which could not be varied. :

-Hon. ATTY. GEN. said that the policy of all
penal statutes was to give a certain amount of
discretionary power to those who administered
the law, 80 as to to enable them to graduate the
punishment “according to the circumstances of
the case. It was the case with the Judges of
the.Supreme Court. - In some instances a Judge
in one County.wonld sentence a prisoner to

;
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nine months in the Penitentiary for a_certain
offence, while another Judge in a different
County would punish the offender with two,
years for the same effence,

Penalties were imposed more for the pur-
pose of preventing the violatiou of the law than
thoe individual punishment of the offender. He
Qid not approve of stereotyped penalties, and
he thought it would be far better to repose a
digcretionary power in the magistrates,

Mr., ArominaLp said he did not think the
illustration of the hon, Atty, Gen., drawn from
the practice of the supreme court, wasa bappy
one, The judges themselves fels that the sys-
tem was not a proper one, and he was aware
that they had beld several consultations with a
view to equalize the scale of punishments,

As to the case put by the member for Guys-
boro, of a person having a licenso being fined
for keeping a disorderly house, he thought that
was a cage above all others that called for ge-
vere punishment—for he was an officer of the
law, having confidence reposed in him, and. if
he violated that, he should suffer more severe-
1y than the man who never came within the
provisions of the law. If the penalty was fixed
and specific, the magistrate would be relieved
trom an unpleasant responsibility, He would
simply have to carry out the provisions of the
law, and could give oftence to none. He (Mr.
A.) was in favor of fixing the penalty at about

20, ag if it was made much higher, it would be
impossible to carry it out, .

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL illustrated the in-
justice that would be perpetrated by adopting
a fixed -penalty, by a case which actually oc-
curred—of a person who was notin the habit
of violating the license law, but who was ap-
plied to and sold a bottle of wine for the use
of a gick }:erson; an ena2iny of his informed the
Clerk of License of the fact, and lie was srought
up_for a breach of the licenselaw. Now how
would this proposed law work in a case of that
kind. If there was no discretionary power.in
the hands of the magistrates to deal with every
case according to the circumstances, that -man
would have to pay the full penalty. This
ought to convince any one of the advisability
of leaving the law asit is.

Mr. LoNGLEY did not think the proposed
changes would improve the existing law.

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL proposed that. in
case of a violation of the license law it should
be competent for the magistrates to impose a
Qgga.lty of not less than $4 and not more than

Mr. TOBIX objected to-if.-

Hon. ATT. GEN. argued that the system of
having one fixed fine for all offenders, no mat-
ter what their condition mi{;ht be, was wrong
in principle, and exccedingly unjust in its a
plication, . The bill as reported by the commit-
tee was to his mind a wise one, and the most
likely to be successfully carried out. - -

Mr. MCLELAX said that in nine cases out of
ten the rich man, escaped with less fine than
the poor man. .: . . o

Mr. ARCHIBALD. again urged the advisabili- :
ty of relieving the magistrates from the respon- .
sibility of fixing the amount of penalty, and
thus incurring the enmity of the party fined.

- Mr, 8, CAMPBELL repelled the insinuation
that the magistrates tgeneraﬂy.ware influenced
in their decisions .bg ear. of incurring the dis-
pleasure” of the offender. If there were a
:ge% the. Governmient should strike them ¢
6 118t
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Upon djvision, Mr. 8. Campbell’samendment
was lost; as also Mr, McLelan’s, fixing the fine
at $20—the first clause of the bill as originally
introduced, then passed. On the reading of
the second clause, which relates to the mode of
enforcing thcj penalties prescribed--the hon.
Atty. General and Mr. - Archibald expressed
their opinlon that the machinery was detective,
and suggested that the bill should remain in
committee, 80 as to give time to make it more
perfect.

After some slight discussion, Mr. Tobin con-
gented, and the Committee adjourned and re-
ported progress.

The Education Bill was made the order of
the day for Thursday.

Mr. Kaunlback way substituted for Dr. Slo-
cumb (wlio was absent from illness) on the
committee on Mines and Minerals,

Hon, Atty. Gen,, by command, Iaid on the
table a letrer addressed to the Secretary of
State for*War, by Col. Jervois, upon the de-
fences of Canada—which was referred to the
Committee on Militia.

Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the
next day.

THURSDAY, March 23,
House metat 3p. M.
STATUTE LABOR. N

Mr. ALL1soN moved the second reading of
the bill to amend chap. 62 R. 8, of * Highway
Labor.,” He stated that last session he had
differed from his colleagues asrespects exempt-
ing Queen’s county from the operation of the
act, He was of opinion then, as now, that the
people were not anxious for the exemnption,
and that he was right, the resolution which ke
leld in his hand proved. It was moved
at the court of sessions last January, and pass-
ed by alarge majority. Itgave, asthe opinion
of the sessions, that Queen’s connty should not
be exempted, and that the legislature should be
asked to place it under the operation of the law.
Under these circumstances, he trusted that
the house -would pass the bill before them. - In
doing so, they would oniy be acting in accord-
ance with the feeling of the péople of Queens.

Mr. Cow1e was of opinion’ that a large ma-
jority of the people of the southern district —
whatever might be the case in the northern
district—were opposed to any such alteration
as was proposed. : )

The bill was read a second time, and referred
fo the Committee on the amendment of the
aws.

FISH LADDERS. ‘

Hon. ProV. SEC. laid on the table a copy o
a letter from Capt. Chsarnley, in reference toa
model of a fish ladder, which h
to the house.

. RAILWAY EXTENSION, - v

Hon. I'Rov. SECY. laid on the table a copy of

a letter addressed 'by the Provincial Secretary

to Mr. Brydges, Dec. 2, 1862, in additionto the

correspondence that had been previously pre-
sented. The hon. gentleman took occasion to
state that the letter had been asked for in the
other end of the building, and attention had
been called to the fact that the correspondence

as presented upon the subjeet of railways, ap-.

peared to be incomplete. He mentioned that
the reason why the correspondence was pre-
sented in the shape it was ardsé trom the fact

en place in relation to the subject-mat-

e also presented sting .
. " be an infringement of the rules of the house.~

eat deal of personal communication.
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ter, and that some letters addressed to him had
been marked “private” He had, however,
submitted everything that he considered was
necessary in order to afford the legislature a
means of arriving at a full and explicit under-
stending of the question to which the printed
correspondence referred,

Mr. ARCHIBALD was understnod to refer to
the necessity of having every information be-
fore the liouse touching so important and deli-
cate a matter )

Mr. K1rLAM expressed the opinion that, in
view of the importance of the railway corres-
pondence, it would be advisable to haveit re-
ferred to a special committee, for the purpose
of reporting to the Honse in regard to the pro-

hosals made to the government, In that way

o was convinced the house would be better
enabled to arrive at a proper understanding of
the whole subject.

Mr. ToBIN said, if he understood aright the
opinions of the hon. member, he considered that
inasmuch as the Province owned all the rail-
ways that have so far been constructed, it was
not advisable now to depart from the same
policy. Before these proposals. were agreed
to, 1o doubt it was only right that the question
of our future policy should bs fully considered,
and a decision arrived at as to whether it was

. better that the company should construct the

proposed line of railway, or that the Province
should continue the policy it had pursued in
the past. ’

Hon, Prov. SEC. was much astonished to
hear the nature of the motion that hal been
woposed by the hon, member for Yarmouth.—
't was the last proposal which he could have
expected from that bon, gentlemen, for it was
calculated to defeat the object which he hadin
view. The government had Jaid on the table
all the correspondence on the subject of Rail-
way Extension and had followed it up with a
resolution which they -intended moving at a
future day, for the purpose of bringing the
whole question under the review of the House.
If the resolution of the hon, member was
adopted it would have the eflect of introducing
between the government and the Legislatare
a Committee whose action would.to a- large
extent relieve the former from the responsi-
bility that justly devolved upon themin refer-
ence to a question of such importance. ¥ there
was a member of the house who was opposed
to a course of that kind, it must be the hon.
gentlemen himself, Tue. true constitutional
course was to have the matter fully debated
before the house—~that was'the committee to-
which isought to be referred. = - R

Mr. KiuLan said that be had ' no thonght in
suggesting the resolusion he had, that it would

The correspondence had been laid on the table -
and -become the property of the Legislatare, -
which could deal with itin that manner which
it was considered would best promaote the inter--
ests of the country. It might be better fora
disinterested Committee to take up the questi«-
on in order that such information might be: ar-
rived at which could not be ‘obtained so easily

_if gontlemen took it up and examined it sepa-

rately. It had been hinted that it was his opi-
nion that the gggemment'shouldrconunus e
policy which they bad agreed upon at the lasg
seasion of the Legislature. At that time the
leader of the government, the Provincial Se-

.cretary, and their supporters said that although :



120~

they had been decidedly opposed in the
past to the construction -of railways by

overnment, yet since it had become the

xed policy of the country, .they would
continue it. If that policy was pursued in re-
ference to the Pictou road, there was much
stronger reason for carrying itout in respect to
the extension of the main Trunk line to New
Brungwick.
laid on the table showed tbat some parties re-
presenting the International contract company
made certain proposals, and these the govern-
ment wished the house to accept. The offer.of
last sesg8ion was to give to a company 4 per
cent. on £10,000 for 20 years on the line to the
borders of New Brunswick,, The company in
question did not confine themselves exclusive-
Iy tothat offer—they wished the Province to
become in addition a shareholder to the extent
of £100,000. We were not now at the com-
mencement of the construction of railways,
but haid worked them for some years and must
have some knowledge of them. Under these
circumstances he felt the house should pause
before changing the policy whizh had been de-
liberately adopted. He mentioned that the
company also wanted the right of way over
ourroad for the transport. of their materiftls,
and after their work was constructed they wish-~
ed to have the privilege of running their cars
over our line, That he considered would be
an interference with cur, line. 'We had now a
large portion of the Tiunk line under our own
control; but if the compauy built the other por-
tion there would be ‘a separate interest exist-
ing. He thonght it hardly advisable to have a
third party intervening between the Province
and the public in respect to our railways, If
our railways were to be worth anything they

must pay some porticn of the in erest at least.

in a few years. It was now claimed, indeed:
that the railway to Truro was already paying
more than its working expenses.. It might be
said that he had always been opposed to rail-
ways in this province. However, they were
now the policy of the country, and it was use-
less for him to try and stem the current. He
miglt make out a géod case, but.it fell dead on
the ears of gent emen. Under these:circum-
stances he feit it his duty to call upon the go-
vernment to take that course which was best
adapted to promote the real interests of the
country. If a ccmpany could build the rail-

way, he was of opinion that the province could.

also do it. If we could not build the road as
cheaply ‘it would be our own fault.. The. hon.
gentleman concluded by dwelling on the ne-
cessity of not handing over our main trunk
- line hastily to any company. .. . .. K
Hon. ATTY. GEN. said he must congratulate
the house and ‘country upon the change in the
views of .the hon. member for Yarmouth.—

However, the policy he bad pursued in the,

past in respect to railways was such as to in-
duce the Government to be somewhat suspi-
cious of adopting any course he might suggest
in -respect to.such works.. It had certainly
never been the policy of the hon. member to
sanction the construction of railways by Go-

vernment, whatever that of the house might

be. His policy was formerly to subsidize com-
panies, and the very moment the government
were about to adopt it, he stepped in and said

he had been all wrong. The Pletou railway, -

referred to by the hon, member, was not a case

in point. ‘In 1839 that work was irresistibly

The correspondence that was .

. Campbell, MecLelan, - Blanchard, Robertson,
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forced upon the attention of.the house, and.
both parties combined as to the, necdssity of.
building it in preference to any other road, as
soon asthe finances of the country warranted .
it. Last winter it was decided to construct it -
out of the public revenues. But it was a ques-
tion of serious import, whether, in case we.
built all our railways, we might not endanger
the credit of the country, and lower the price
of our bonds by having too many of them in .
circulation. We were told, indeed, that the pro- . |
vince cannot even afford to pay. the liability -
of £400 a year for the trunk, and.£240 for the -
Annapolis line. Supposing that to be the case,
the province could not afford to pay for the
whole work out of the public finances. Asto :
the proposition of the hon. member to refer the
correspondence to a committee, it could do -
uo good, for a matter of such importance-
should be fully discussed in the house.—~
Asto New Brunswiek, it was not to be assumed. -
that she would build the road to Moncton.—
On the contrary we might build the road to the
borders, and still-find che gap thence to Monc~ "~
ton inthe handsof a company. The Interna-
tional Contract Company had had a corres- .
ondence on the suhject with New Brunswick.
t was found that New Brunswick had changed
its policy—that it was not continuing to build
these raillways out of the general revenues, for
by the facility bills this very road, the western
extension, and other branch lines, had, been-
provided for on the same principle and pretty
much on the same terms on which it was pro-:
posed to construct the road between Moncton
and Truro. . He was inclined to think thatif
the Government had .proposed to build the
railways in question, some gentlemer would .
have come to the conclusion that it would be
far better to give them to a Company. He.
thought the Province was sufficiently protected.
by the fact that it could assume the road. at
any time on an arbitration. o I
Mcr. ToBIN had noticed that the government -
in Europe had changed their policy in respect
to railway construction. - He found that Mr.:
Gladstone was about to bring the question. be-
fore the British Parliament whether the gov-.
ernment should not own the main lines of rail-
way. He mentioned this fact, he added, that -
gentlemen might turn it over in their minds, - :
. ., .7HE SCHOOL ACT., . I
Hon. PROV. SEC. moved the third reading of ..
the bill to amend and in addition to tne School
act of last sessionand to ratify and confirm:
proceedings thereunder. el
Mr. LEVESCONTE moved that the bill be re-
committed for-the purpose of striking out.the:; .
first 13 clausges, = o S
On a division, 'the motion waslost by. 20 to .-

For:—Heffernan, -Ross, Ray, Parker, @.s.-
Brown, Hill, Chas. J: Campbell, LeVesconte, -
Miller, MacDonnell, Locke, Blackwood, 8,:

Annaud, Caldwell, Balcom, Dr..Brown.. . .-
Against :—Killam, Churchill, J. Frazer, More,.
D. ¥razer, Hatfield, Johun Campbell,: McKay, -
Pryor, Lawrence, Longley, Allison, Whitman,
Kaulback, Tobin, Hamilton, Jost, Donkin, Mc-.;
Farlane, Prov. Sec., Bourinot, Hill, Cowie, Mc-.,»
Kinnon, Archibald, Colin Campbell, Fin, Sec.,
Atty.Gen. ., - S
Mr. ARCHIBALD then moved thatthe bill be.:.
committed for the purpose of striking out the::
15th clause, which' legalizes past proceedingss..::
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Upon this motion the house divided as follows:
—For :—Ross, Heffernan, G- S. Brown, Parker,
Hill, Miller,. Blackwood, Locke, McLelan, S.
Campbell, Robertson, Annand, Archibald, Bal-
cam, Blanchard, Dr, Brown—16. Aguinst :—~
Tobin, C. J.Campbell, D. Frazer, Churchill,
Donkin, Bourinot, LeVesconte, Jus. Trazer,
Killam, Hatfield, Ray, John Campbell, Law-
rance, McKay, Pryor, Loungley, Allison, Whit-
man, Kaulback, Hamilton, Jost, MacDédnnell,
Pro. Sec.. McFarlane, Hill, Cowie, Colin Camp-
bell, McKinnon, Caldwell, Fin. Sec., Att, Gen,
—3L R . : -
The bill then passed. - . .
S EDUCATION. . ..

Hon., Pro. SEC, then moved that the order of
the day, the education bill, be talken up.

Mr, STEWART CAMPBELL wished to know
on what authority it had been stated in the
debate on the bill that had just passed . the
house, that there were more children at school
under the present system than under the old
act, . )
Hon. ProvV. SEC. said if the hon. gentlem:n
would  put his question in writing, he would
send it.to the Superintendent of EKducation,—
and then went on to say that, in moving that
the bill now before the house be sent to com-
mittee, he would not occupy the time of hon.
gentlemen with any remarks, inasmuch as he
had fully gove into its merits on. the occasion
of its introduction, .. ) :

Mr. ARCHIBALD said he quite agreed with
those guntlemen who said - that- there was no
(%uestion‘ of greater importance to our country
than that which referred to-Eduncation, and
therefore the present government in ‘endea-
vouring to establish a system on a basis which
they believed to be . solid 'are- entitled: at all
events to the merit of having entered -upon an
achievementwhich was worthy . of success.—~
But it was . a -question of very grave.import.
whether in the system which they had adopted
they bad notlaid down principles which were
diametrically opposed to the success -of so.im-~
portant a measure.. It had been found that the
statute which had been in operation for the last
five months bad not been . successful :to the
extent that those who introduced it last year
hoped it would be. On all sides an awmount of
oxcitement had been created all oveér the . face
of this country that had hardly ever before oc-
curred inreferenceto any other question. - No:
doubta large portion of the excitement was
due to the very nature of the bill which imposed-’
taxationand rendered it necessary that the
{)eople themselves shonld assemble in various

ocalities for the purpose of discussing 2 ques-
tion of public policy, But if the fact were true:
that out of 1400 sections into -which. this -pro-
vince was divided, no more than 652 had - met:
for the purpose of organising under the bill—.
or, in other words, that more than one-halfofthe .
entire sections were without organization “and

schools, he:-thought it was a matter deserving
of veryserious consideration, - But he thought -
that we were hardly entitled to:draw the con-
clusion that in all the 654 sections that had: or-
ganized schools were in operation. - Facts:-had ..
cotne to his_knowled%e that in'several .sections
which bad- organized, the organization:broke ™
down. - Though he had . not.the data to say:to :
what extent this prevailed, yet he wag satisfied
that if we were:to ‘assame that at" at this mo-. -
ment there were only 500 ‘sections’ that were:
conducting schools, he

would bé probably esti-
18- C b

‘to-"hold the -position of ‘a permanent Board "
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mating an extreme amount. He found. that
under the old law, in 1863, we sustained 1005
schools”in winter, and 1183 in summer, or an
average of 1100. Therefore, if -he was not sup-
posing a larger namber of schools were in ope-
ration than was the cage, it would appear that
under the operation of 'the present school bill
there was uot at the’ present moment balf of
the number of schools in operation: This fact
was more to. Ue regarded . when it was: consi-
dered. that last year there was given from the
treasury some $20,000, in addition to the ordi-
pary amount, as an-additional inducement:.to
the peopleto encourage education. Even this
grant, iowever, had not led to the results that
were expected when it was made, If the state
of things then, were such as he had given.it,
the question arose to what was' it due.- 'Was
there auny thing in the act.itself to produce
such results? He thought hie had good reason
to believe that one - great mistake - that
was made in the -introduction of .the bill
was that the government of the country :did
not avail themselves of the experience of other
countries with regard to‘similar  measures.
The same experiment had been tried in Canada
and in most of the countries .by which- wé are
surrounded; hut instead of topking to the ex-
perience of such, we introduced into the hill of
last year one or two principles totally distinet
from those that existed elsewhere. In-Upper
Canada we had -an iostance of a' measure
working successfully for 20 years.. Sosuccess-
ful had it been that it had been referred to as &
model in the United States that might be safe-
ly followed.. One. thing appeared to have
pressed itself strongly: upon the Canadian
mind, and that was the necessity of keeping
the question of ‘education entirely apart from
party. struggles and differences. - The first thing
that had been done was to organize .a board
entirely distinct from .political organization,
and under that board the seducation’ of -the
country had gone on- flourishing so that now
the system in Canada was pointed at as a mo-
del worthy of imitation. - When the system of
free schools wag introduced into Lower. Cana-
da the same principle was adopted and there
the flrst minds in- the country were selected to-
copstitute the board-—~men: who, intellectually:
and socially, held -such - a position .as -placed:
them above the sugpicion of being influenced:
by party motives. -Again, we found that in-
Irelaud the, National Board. of education:
was " formed on- the same - principle,. - and:
that "it had administered the important:
duties entrasted to it .with an ability and’
energy that was universally recognized. Even -
in thelittle island of Prince Bdward they had
also the sagacity to base the cause ‘of Educa- -
tion on. the ‘same judicious prineiple, “The
only exception he could find ‘was in the pro-;*
‘vince of New. Brunswick; and even there the’
Lieutenant-Governor, and the Superintendent’

. of Education, -who  were' not partisans, were:

members of the Board. 'Then if in the other

*grovinc‘es, -where  the -system of free schools.

ad been adopted; such' a- principle was'ob-
served, whyshould we -establish an entirely
distinct onefint‘this country? 'Was: it a'fact "’
that in the province of Nova Séotia, which has . .
had a:legislature‘and educational institutions”
for the last hundred’years, no men of position;
character ‘and. understanding’ could't  found

which-would obtain the‘confldence and réspect. *
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of the community-at laxge? He believed :that
there would be no difficulty in selecting from
the people.of Nova Scotia a board of nine men
qualified in every respect to give to a board
such a character as would remove it from the
'gqs_sibﬂity of the suspicion of being influenced
y partisan motives. The principle which had
been adopted of making the government of the
country the Council of Public Imstruction,
necessarily allied the cause of Education with
politics. He did not wish fo say a single word
reflecting upon gentlemen who happened to
hold the position of Her Majesty’s government,
but he would .ask,if an independent Boar
were to be appointed,- were they likely
to be the men to be selected., He took 1t
for granted thatthe members of the present
government have been engaged in such' mat-
ters as would prevent them devoting - the  at-
tention. necessary, for the advancement of the
cause of education. He did not question their
ability to make themselves acquainted in the
rocess of time with the duties of the ‘position
ut. he would ask them if, by training or ex-
perience, they were the men to manage a-sys-
tem -of: education. Were they familiar with
the rnode of examining, or managing schools?
Had they the practice requisite  to discharge
educational duties? These gentlemen might be
called the Council of Public Instruction, but
they were a political government, a mere po-
litical machine ca,rrging out the objects of-a
party; and it. was to be .expected that a Board
80. constituted would e¢xhibit political prefer-
ences.. ‘Was it desirable that in the manage-
ment of the education of the country -appoint-
ments connected therewith should be:;governed
by the political predilections of the government
of the day? The hon. member who introduced
the  bill last .year deprecated any attempt to
mix  up.politics with education—he desired to
have it discussed free from party feelings; and
ag-far.as gentlemen on the opposition benches
were concerned they. treated the gquestion .in
that spirit. - And yet what did he find.. No
sooner had the bill passed into law, no sooner
was. the Couucil of Public Instruction .estab-
lished, .than. the first.act was to. thrust from
hig . position a gentleman who had discharged
the duties of Superintendent of Education
“for., years with ability and. success, and
place : over  his _his head a :subordinate,
He would ask the, house to say . whether that
was-notmaking the office of superintendent po-
litical; if a change of government were to take

place to-meorrow could any -government resist’

the. pressure that.would be brought to.bear
upon them to restore the gentleman who_bad
been superseded? He made - these .observa-
tfons. without wishing to reflect upon the gentle-
man-who had been appointed. superintendent;
hp had shown an amount of ability in.the dis.
charge of 'bis duties which could nof fail to be
appreciated; but he (Mr. A.) could not help
fegling that the appointment, under.the circum-
stances, connected the administration of educa-
tidn with the politics of . thie country, .He :did
not charge those gentlemen who filled the posi.
tign of the Council ‘with being;worse than any.
other gentlemen who might.be in;the same sit-
ugtion, but they- would be:more than human if
thoy did not " yield to party ‘motives and sug-
gesti

caton i Upp s had }
sice 1864, during all this, time he had . ocenpied

the positior through successive changes of.

ns. The present.supdrintendeut of -edn-.
i Upper Canada -had  held his. office -
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1ministry, and the result had been eminently
satisfactory. When, therefore, you found that
the Council of /Public Instruction—the ‘supers
intendent of education—the inspectors, were
all under political influences, . would it. not
be ‘at once seen that: the cause of Educa:
tion must be irremediably injured in -the
opinion of the people of this  country? ‘But
Boards of Commissioners - were - appointed
over the entire country, and he would ask gen-
tlemen opposite upon what principle were they.
formed. Did they nqt represent the minority?
If the Council that has to administer the whole
system of Education was to have no represen-
tation of the minority, why was it that they
had thought proper to ignere that principle in
the formation of the county Boards? But they
had taken care—and as a government they
were not blamable for that—that a majority
on the Board should reflect- their sentiments.
Therefore, if in addition to what he had stated,
it was found that the ¢ounty boards were un-
der the influence of party motives and influ-
ences, in what position was the Education of
the couniry-placed? The Chairman, ihe De-
puty Suarveyor, and the Inspector—political
officers—had the power of laying off the school
sections, and of taxing parties to an enormous
extent by the mere fact of making a line hLere
and there, He asked the house if that was Hiot
an -arbitrary power that no government ought
to be desirous of sanctioning. It might'be ask-
ed- if that power had been abused—if any
chage could be brought against any one; Lie
need:not point to instances, but he could say
that persons so immediately under the infiu-
ence of government would" be ‘more than an-
gels if they were able. at times- to- resist the
pressure that would be brouglit to bear upon
them. If :you wished to engage thé:sympa-
thies of the whole people in the causeé of Edu- -
cation, you must remove from it the least saspi-
cion of being mixed up with party politics. Had
the education of the country bieen entrusted toa .
class of persons removed from all suspicion‘of -
using their position for the. advancement'of
party -ends in what an infinitely- preferable
situation would it have been placed. -‘The bill
of last-year came into operation in October;
and where were ‘the members of the govern~
ment. . The'leader of the government aind the
Attorney General were both absent in the'dis- -
charge of duties that they could not negledt;
and not in a position to devote that attention
absolutely requisite for the efficient working-.
of the.measure; He was. strongly -inclined to’
think that-a.large amount of ‘the difficulties: -
that had atisen in the administration of the':
aet had originated from:the fact that the-lead:
ing minds of the Council of Public Instruction:
were unable . to.. dictate the.policy that should
be pursued. Even if they had not been obligéd:
to absent themselves in the discharge of:very: :
important public duties, the ordinary business
that devolves: upon them would-"have: béeén:
alone .sufficient - to .abstract -their atténtion

-from matters of this kind.. He:wag of ‘opinion

that the igovernment, in endeavouring to-im-=
pose upon themselves the burthen of the duties:.

-of Council.of Public Instruction:had- assumed-

a responsibility of which they ought to beglag
to.get relieved.  If :there - was .auy one-matter -
that. hid. the. tendency to bring any -govérm~"

‘ment: into difficulty it would :be the exercide-
-of the functions: that:. devolved upou: them

under thie bill. The suspicion :that they - were"
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acted mpon by political - influence must ‘ne-
cessarily. counteract any desire they. might
have  to act impartially and. fairly  in
respect to the Education of the country. He
had hoped with the experience of last yearx—
after having sven that the whole country had
got into a fernient, owing, in a large measure,
to ‘the fact that'a. great body of the people:
imagined that this bill wag intended to sustain
a party in power, since it enabled them to dis-
burse immense sums of money through their
political friends—that the governtuent: would
}w,ve seen that the experiment was an unsound
one—that they had made'a mistake, and would
have heen prepared to adopt the experience of
other countries in reference tothe question of
Education. He was convinced that the more
the House considered the matter, the more
firmly fixed would be the opinion that what-
ever merits the bill might have, this one feature
injured all its chances of usefulness to an in-
calculable extent.. It was his firm belief: that
as'lpng as the gevernment adhered to-so dan-
gerous a principle, it was impossible to carry
out the bill to the satisfaction of the country.
There were other features in the bill te which
he took exception, bit he did not hesitate to
say that he thought the government had avail-
ed themselves of the experieunce of last year
and improved the system; and if they would
only go a step further and abandon what was
after all a mere fancied addition to their power,
they would give to the people of - this , country .
the assurance that their object ‘'was really to
promote ‘the cause of education, and notto
strengthen themselves in the position - they
occupy. . = - ‘
REPLY OF THE HON. PROVINCIAL SECRE-
i R dii e TARY. DA

Dr. Turper said that he must confess he .

had listened to -the remarks that- had fallen
from the hoen. leader of the opposition with a
great deal of surprise.  He did think that that -
hon. gentleman in dealing with the second
reading of a measure of such great immportance
would have been able to rise_beyond the dis-
cussion of what he himself. designated as a.
mere fancied evil—a mere matter of the
imagination. Addressing the house . with
the experience of a year before him lie was
unable to challenge a single act en .the.
part of the Council of Public Instruction
which sustained -the attitude that he had as--
sumead that day in relation te the question be-
fore the house. Unless he could show that the
measure was. fraught with consequences -of
an injurious nature, his observations must go
for' nething. It was with surprize mingled
with regret.that he had listened to fhe remarks
of that bon. gentleman who had taken a fore-
most position in advocating free schools, and
the principle of assessment as the true basis on
which they ought to be established; , He could
not understand how that hon. gentleman could
have conteated himself with givisg -half a:
dazen words te a “subject which' if thers was
any sincerity in his past action—and: he (Dr,
T.) would not venture to question it-—-jeserved
very different treatment .5 -his bands. on.the:

present occasion. - That hon. gentleman, in the.

commencement of his remarks, declared- that
the bill was.not 38 snecessfulas we had a right.
to expeet it, woiild have heen...He joined issue:
with -that han. . gentleman, 'and .stated. that:
whilst ke regrelted:that a Jarger.number. of
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scrool - sections had not been put into opera-
tion, yet the facts as they existed and 'as they:
were patent to the pgople of this eountry were.
in the highest degree, encouraging, as muchso
as any: person, knowing the settled hostility.
that existed throughout the province to assess~
ment could have a right to expect.; The hon.
entleman had himself adwmitted that whilst a
arge amount of éxcitement had arisen under
the-act, it arose in connection with a principle:
that must necessarily have originated it. He
thought that hon. member in’ endeavouring to'
throw discredit upon the measure which ke him--
self asgisted in passing, did not do justice to the
statistics which were under his hand. When he
asserted that only 654 sections were attempted
to . be organized under the act out of 31400, he
must have known that he was not placing the
matter in a fair and candid light before.the
house.. - He was aware-that there were 1400
sections under the law, and he had already
explained to him that in '200 of them- there.
were no school-houses, that, in addition: to
these, -there were a large number in other sec-:
tions without windows -or:floors; and in fact
not habitable, that two counties were not -em-
braced at allin thereturns, as-they had. not
been heard from at the time they were ‘made
up. -So - when he told the house that.only 654.
meetings had taken place in-the proviace he
make :a statement which the data under his
kand did not justify. - ¢ - S PR
No person knew-better than: the -honourable
gentleman himself to what all this.;was due.
‘When he said that it had arisen from the
fact that the government was the Council of
Public Instruction, he made a statement which
<ould not be entertained for a single instant in
this house or country. No man oughtto know
better . than himself that the difliculty arose
from the  hostility ‘and indisposition .of -the:
people to adopt the principle of compulsory. .
assessment for the support of commmon schools -
—a principle which always obtained: his sanc-
tion and support. There -was not an inteli-
gent gentleman on the-benches “who could be-
lieve that there was one single school ineeting
that failed to be called because the Council of
Public. Instruction was.composed of ‘the go:-
vernment; but the objection was that'it under:
that law. they met and organized they would’
not be-able to escape compulsory “assessment..
The hon, gentleman had said that it would
have been well for -the government to have .
availed theniselves of the experience of other ,
countries.- The party- of which -the honble,:
member was a prominent member brought. in .
a-bill providing for free schools—for compul~
sory assessment as the only means by which:
these  schools - could - be supporied; and that
bill was now under his hand: as laid. on the.
table by the leader of that party. 'Why did::
not-the boa. gentleman and his friends go-to--
Canada, Itelaund, and : Prince’ Edward Island.
for .his principles. when he bronght downa.
measure for the establishment of free schools,
The hon. gentleman challenged .the: govern-
ment-of-the day- with; having. neglected their-
duty - to the country, .because. they had not-.
copied -the organization in. force.in Ca,nad%
Ireland, and P. E. Island; but when he and .

-hisparty undertook:to.deal with ﬁhsizs‘ questjon,

what measure did they bring in?: . You search-..
ed in vain for that-reference to which the hon,
member had-taken up his_ .entire spesch that:
day-=that:it was the.firsb.dyty thas the govern~.
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ment owed to the country to provide an inde-
pendent board apart from the administration
and - disconnected - altogether with political
parties, to whom would be referred the respon-
sibility of the managemient of the question of
Education. How-.could the hon. member un-
dertake to challenge the action of the  present
government when in that measure you search-
ed in vain for any Council of Public Instruc-
tion—for any means to carry on the education
of the country except through the Executive
Council? Tlerefore the hou. member was not
in. a position to taunt th» present administ
tration with having failed in their duty to the
Jhouse or country. .

He would tell the hon. member that his read:
ing was too superficial if he .challenged the
present government with having adopted a
novel principle, and not having availed them-
gelves of the experience ofothier countries. The
hon. gentleman alluded to Ireland, but let him
refer to England and seewhat-was the organiza-
tion there. He would, douhtless, acknowledge
that the example of the British govetnment
was fully as high an exawple as that of
Canada, or Prince Edwa-d IXsland.. He
He (Dr.T.) held in his hand o debuate which
had taken place within the last few weeks in
the House of Commons upon this great ques-

tion, and the whole of that discussion turned-

upon what should le the counstitution.of the
Council of Public Instruction.” What would
gentlemen suppose afterlistening to the earnest
appeal which that hon: gentleman had made
to the government of the country to hold no
place or influence -in connection with edu-
cation, was the personnel. of the Counecil
of Public Instruction in that enlightened coun-
ty. He would state for the information of -the
house that it was corposed of the Lord Presi-
dent, the Lord Privy Seal, the Firss Lord of
the Aduwiralty, the First Lord of the Treasury,
the Ioreign Secretary, the President of the
Poor Board, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and the Vice-President. He would tell ‘what
that debate turped upon. Upon the guestion
as to whether divided as the respoasibjlity was
bhétween different members, it woukl not he
better to have one member of the govermmeng
-directly responsible to the house. It would
be seen from the debate that it was the first
principle with the people aud parliament of
Englaud to liave the governmeut of ‘the
country responsible for every act-aund circuin-
stance connected  with the- management of
education. You would read thatdiscussionin
vain to find a single meémber in that mosten-

lightened assemblage standing up and saying

that the governmeut of the day ought to be re-

lieved from the:responsibility, and that the
important and solemn functions connected with-

theeducation of the country ought to he placed
in the hands of an irrespousible: body of men

who would not be in a lsusiﬁon to- have every

act challenged in the open facs of -parlinment.
All that they desired was to increase the' res-
ponsibility. U S
(The hon. gentleman here read afew extracts:
from the debate in the Gumrnons in corrobora-

tion - of his remarks and then coutinued.) - The',

hon. leader of the opposition ‘would therefore
see that altliough the government had nor ex-

actly followed th exainple of Canada,—though-

the government there was ¢oirmectind with the
Council since Mr. Galt-was one of its wenbers,
yet' they had taken ‘a8 their ‘exemplar what
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would obtain greater respect in the: house;
The fanctions discharged by eight members: of
the Ministry in England were précisly analo-
gous to those that were performed by the:
nine members of the Executive in this- pro-’
vince. . : Co e

The hon. gentleman had stated thatin New

"Brunswick the council of Public Instruction dif-

ered’ from owrs inasmuch asthe Lieutenant-
Governorand the Superintendent of Bducation
were members. - As he had gone fully into the
question on a previous occasion he felt it was"
superflous to refer to it again. It must be cbvi--
ous to everyone that it would not become the
representative of Majesty to discharge such’
duties »s Her Majesty could not -consistenlty
discharge. it would be in the power of an
member to-have the Minutes of the Council
produced, "and the action of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor - criticised and ecalled into-
question. The hon. gentleman had asked
whether the:mewmbers of the present govern-
ment would be the Board -.of . IXducation-
if an independent Council had to be formed.:
When he askéd that question he invited an
answer which more  than any other ought to,
refute the position he ‘had takén. He .would
ask that lion. gentleman who composed the
government: Did they not occupy-the position:
they did in- virtue of the public sentiment of
the country—ot the conflidence which was re:.
posed in them by a majority of the people and
of thieir representatives? he Councilthe hon;:
gentleman would form would be cue in which.
verhaps not a single man would be included:
who- could oltain the coufidence-either of thé
house or of the people. This independent -
board being irrespousible, cauld not challenge,
the confidence of the house or cotntry in refer-
ence to the important interests of education as
did the present Council of Public Insiruction.’
When the governwent ceased to possess this
coufidence; and that was made known, their--
functions’ as'a councilceased, and the house :
and country would have:the assuvance that::
they would have a set of men éntitled to-their
support. Did the hon. member mean to tell’
the house thut he would not consider any man
eligible for the position in question uniess he-
had no politics—no views- touching the great
questions that are vital to a country’s progress
and prosperity. - Were notthe most intelligent
meén in every country those who took.a deep in-
terest in the advancement of the country. If .
he did not exclude this class of men then it<was’
obvious that he would get a board among whom* ©
political influences must predominate more'or
Jess, and who would be totally frce from: that-
respousibility and restraint that would be fels
by a council -immediately responsible -to ‘the
Legislature and the country. ‘1 oriler to form:
a board that- would command the ‘confidence: -
of the country it would'not do to take men
simply belonging to the city; and-if men were”
togive up their whole time and atteution to:
this ‘matter ‘it would "be ‘necessary’ that they:
should be paid fromn the treasury.’ If the
were to be paid- and-kept frow'day - to day in:
the fulfillment of the duties he “would ask-the:
house to-contémplate (apart trom the fact that
they were an irresponsible body) the expendis:
ture that wouid be: iucurred.  In-the present’
Council of Public Iustruction youhad, ‘as id
the case of the 'eight meinbérs'of the British:

‘Conncil,"a number of men who were bound ‘to

give'their time and ‘services without payment’
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for the additional -duties devolved upon them:
‘What was one of the first acts that the -hon.
gentleman dil when'he had to deal with a
public institution ‘in reference to which there
ought certainly to be no-political feeling dis-
played ?- It would be" acknowledged- by
everyone that.there were no more delicate
daties to be discharged than those inconnec-
tion with the care and’ management of the
helpless insaue; and yet that hon. gentleman,
the moment he ‘got” power, ‘actually violated
the law of the land and trampled itunder foot
in order to - strike down a Board of as high
minded  and independent gentlemen as ever
sat in any roow in the province "of Nova Sco-
tia, " He gtruck down' this board in this high
handed manner, and transferred the manage-
ment-and: control ‘of the institution' into the
hands of the Exccutive Government; and in
the face of that fact, he now stood up and de-
clared that the Government had no right to
discharge duties which, as had been shown-ai-
ready, were perfectly in- consonance with the
interests of the cause of education. Co
The bhon. gentleman had referred -to ‘the
County. Boards; and in doing so' was bound to
acknowledge that it ‘was perfectly nght that
there should be a‘majority of the supporters of
the government on these boards. He doubtless
remembered that on more than one occasion
he had swept away the school boards and re-
organized them with a majority of his political
friends. - But why was'it that whilst he recog-
nized the' principle of ‘political ascendancy in
local management, he was unwilling that the
government should exercise asurveillance
over the ‘general subject of education, - If the
government ‘'were not the - Councilof ‘Public
Instruction in their own persous, - yet it would
be in.thedr power to-seleéct a Board of their
own political friends “who ‘would act with-
out:the respousibility that would devolve upon
the ministry of the-day acting in -the same ca-
pacity. - Whatever that Council> might do; the
government could stand up-and evade all res-
ponsibility. But it was almost unnecessary
to’ argue 'ithe question inasmuch: as the lon.
member had ouly - attempted - to'deal in gene-
ralties, aud had not been able to put his finger
on:a single act which proved: that the duties
which devolved: upon the Council of Public
Instruction, as at presented’ coustituted, had
been discharged in @ manuer that ‘did not.en-
title them to tLe contidence of the house and
country; We.had seeén something of  these
irresponsible Boards—the Board of Governors
for Dalhousie Collége for- instance: - Down 1o’
a very recent period—when limself; Mr. Shan-
non, .and, Mr. Ritehie were appointed— oue of
these most important public institutions ot the
country—oze’ that. was charged -with the ex-:
pendituie of some £300 per anbum-—wasg man-
aged by a nuniber of: gentlemen -representing
very similar religious and ‘political -opinions;
and that was; what we iight expeét it we put
the caitse of eduncation:under. the management
of an irresponsiblé-body. -+ = 5o o
“He was told that the appointments oust ne-
cessarily: bie polictival, and' aliusion. had ‘been

made to ‘the dismissal of "the late Superinten-
‘of Eduvation.”: He deeply regretted that:
the’hon: leader of the:Opposition had referred -
in the mannerhe had to a gentleman who had: -
been -handsomely-tréated by the igovernment:
upon ‘whom he had ue claims;iand- had~made’
the - treatment e : had-ireceived: ithe-subject

dent-
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of animadversion. . -1t was done under tha
law by the Executive Government. " The hon.
member -laughed. . If an undependent Board
bhad been the Council ‘of Public Instruction,
the  same thing would have occurred. Could
not the. Lieutenant-Governor in' Council have
done precisely whathasbeendone? The course
pursued might be alegitimate charge ugainst
the government of the day, and when it-was
brought up in the proper maunner, they would
be prepared to- give all the explauation that
was reguisite. - He had, however, no hesitation
in saying that-when the Normal School was
founded the Grovernment of the day considered
that they were discharging their duty.to.the
country by appointing a clergyman as- Super-
intendent-to the dissatisfaction of a.large
section” of the. people of Nova Scotia.. He
presumed that the Government did so, be-
cause -tliey bulieved that that gentleman was.
better qualified to manage the Normai School
in this country than any other person. He
would: ask,” then, could any fault be found
with the: present..government when" they
left this geutleman:in charge of an- institu-
tion for -whose management.he was  stated
to ‘be especially: ‘qualified, and left his emo~
lumerits untouched, whilst they appointed as
superintendent one whom he had hiwself se-
lected for ‘the "highest position under him .in
connection with the Normal School,” 1f the go-
vernment was under. any obligations to -the
present Superintendent he was not aware .of
1t, and he thought: that the hon. leader of: the
opposition- would ‘find that there were a-good
many members in the bouse of opivion that the
political views of no party were likely to be
subserved by any active exertions on the part
of this gentleman. 'But the- hon. member
stated that ‘one of the firsy acts of a new:
goveruinent would be to reinstaté Dr. Forres-
ter.  He could only say in'reply that whilst he
believed that gentleman was a zealous and
efficient and. energetic 'Superintendet,: there
was nevertheless throughout this conutry. a.
feeling of dissatisfaction in connection witl his
administration of the departmient.which went
to the extent that the government would have
been unable to carry the measure which was
now on the statute book through the Legisla~
ture if it had been supposed that that gentle-
men would continue’ i the . positivn "he then
occupied.. ‘He regretted to be-obliged to make
their observations, but they hasd been. called
forth by the remarks of the howu, member. .
The next charge that had been ‘insinnated—=:
for it had not been made openly—was- that:the
inspectors had- been .appoiunted on -political

grounds, He looked upon: all such charges.

as'could not'be proved by :actual facts:but
were only insinnated as unworthy of any gen-
tleman in the house. - The fact ‘was that the:
government had in reference to thnse appoint-
ments acted, not with respect to their political
opinions, bus with a desire to ‘meet: the views:
of the Superintendent and to aceept bis recom-:
mendations with the -objéct.of promoting the-
cause of liducation;: Suppose the ‘government
had been disposedito make these appoiutinents . -
political, and toapportion-them 1o Couserva-

‘tives: aud’ Liberals: according to- the -.condi~

tion. in ‘which parties : ‘might. stapd.. o Jf

‘such - had- ‘been. dons, : the ‘‘opposition conld:

not--have been -entitied to -9 ouc of the 19 ap-.
puintments; ~When:the people. of Nuva Scotia
at: the’ last ‘general’ election- expressed - their;
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opinious with respect to the two political par-
ties into which the country was divided, they
returned only 13 of the present opposition out
of a house of 55. If tbhe appointments had
been regulated by the manifestation of the
views of the pecple at the polls, the opposition
were, therefore, entitled to only a small repre-
sentation. The fact was, however, that they
received far more consideration tban they had
a right to expect if the feeling of the people
had been the criterion, and the enormous ma-
jorities of the supporters of the present

overnment was considered. In the county of

armouth the inspector was appointed with
the approval of gentlemen who wers opposed
to the government. In Shelburne, the officer
had always been hostile to the governient.
In the county of I{alifax, the gentleman ap-
pointed was in the same position, and had been
selected solely with reference to his peculiar
qualifications for the positiou, In the county
of Kings the same thing was the case; and he
thought the house had pretty good evidence
that that appointment was not suggested to
the governinent by the gentlemen who sup-
ported them, In Inverness a gentleman was
selected who had the recommendation of an
honorable member who took a leading part
in opposing the government in the bouse. In
Antigonishe an cpponent of the Government
was selected. In Guysboro both the late and
present Inspectors were gentlemen who had
the good fortune to secure the written recom-
mendations of the members of the County. In
Pictou a person was appointed oun the recom-
mendation of botb parties as represented at the
Scheol Board, Therefore there was no less
than 9 counties outof the 18 wl.ere the appoint-
menthad been made on the recommenddtion of
the oppouents of the Government. He would
ask the house whether, in view of these facts,
the Government did not give the most une-
quivocal evidence to the house and country
that in the discharge of the important {functions
develving upon them, they were not actuated
by any desire to subserve political desigus, but
had acted with a single eye to the promotion
of thie cause of Education. He was not aware
that there was u single gentleman in the house
who was prepared to challenge the act of any
single Iuspector, and show that he had eu-
deavored to promote the interests of the party
in power, or had neglected the duties entrusted
to him in the County where he might be acting.
Untilsuch tacts were adduced, the people of
the country would come to the convlusion that
if there wus a charge that carried ou its very
face a refwtation, it was the one made by the
eader or the Oppasitioa: .

- The hon. gentleman had also referred to the
deputy surveyors, but he forgot that the sane
persons who held that position when bie was in

yower beld it now, with one or two exceptions,

The Council of Public Tustruction solicited
from the School . Boards throughunt the person
the nomination of the deputy surveyors to be
employed in laying off the sections, and there-
fore they werenot responsible.

The houn. gentleman -had. not undertaken
to say that the dusties of: the Council had not
been conscien:iously discharged by the govern-
ment, but-lie gave as a reason why the Gavern-
ment:should not occupy such a position, that it
covered them with” odium,. No doubr, if there
was » single dity which . the Government had
to discharge, calculated to bring:them into con-
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flict with their friends and - supporters, ang
weaken their influence, it was in counection
with the functions. of the Council of Public.
Instruction. The reason was obviously be-
cause it was impossible to please eyerybody.—
They were obliged, whatever their disposition,
and opinion, and interest might be, to do that
which would in all probability bring theminto,
conflict with their friends; and, as -in soms,
cases, incur no little.odinm. = The Government
felt, however, that it was absolutely requisite.
in view of the efficient management of
Education, that there should be a Board
that would be imfnediately responsible to the
Legislature and people, "aud liable to be
called to account at any moment for their acts.

’hen the government acted in that capacity
they were enabled to tell when the slightest
friction or disarrangement occurred in the ma-
chinery by which education was worked, and
provide a remedy at once. He had no hesita-
tion in saying to the house that it the govern-
ment had not occapied the position they had,
they would not have been prepared to come
forward and give so large an amount of infor-
mation as to the feeling of the country, and
the working of the system. If it could be
done with & regard to what he believed to be:
the interests of the people and the cause of
education, there was nothing that could be
more acceptable to the government than that
they should be relieved from the delicate and
onerous duties devolved upon them under the
bill, But the experience of 1he past year had.
shown them that it was for the benefit of edu-,
cation that they should follow the example set
them in New Brunswick and in England.

The hon. gentleman concinded by saying
that, after ali, the question that had been dis-
cussed that day did not touch the vijal princi-.
ple of the bill—which was, free scfiools, and
assessment as the foundation of their support,
If the house thought that the duties of Council
of Public Instruction should be sransferred fo
a . body of Irrespo isible men, the Government
would be prepared to bow in acquiescenne, with
the conviction that they had douve their duty in
laying their views fully before the Legislature
and country. )

The debate was then adjourned, and the
house rose till 3 o’clock the next day. :

FripAY,"March 24.
The House met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. BOURINOT introduced. 2 bill to incorpo-
rate the Boston and Acadia coal mining com-

any. ¥ ; : P
¥ SUGAR REFINERY. )

Hon. FIN. SEC, laid on the tabie a memorial-
relative to the contemplated sugar refinery in
the city of Halifax: Hestated that what the-
petition asked. for would doubtless be fayor-
ably considered by the house, for the establish-
ment of such a manufactory would be most
advantageous to the city and country at large.-
The memoriak was emdorsed 1y a large num-.
ber of the merchaunts of the city of Halifax.-
The government, he added; would be prepared:
in due time to submit to the bouse a bill to.cars:
ry out the object contemplated iu the petition.
The statement that was wade showed the im.: -
portance of .the enterprise—that was, .that:5000.
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‘that lie would be disposed fo admift any. kind

tous of raw sugar would be imported for the
purpose of the refinery. This fact, taken in
connection with the number of men and ves-
§els that would be employed; showed the houss
the ‘propriety . of affording the undertaking
every assistance that could be legitimately
ven. . C v .
,ger.'ANNA.ND said that the petitioners seem-
ed. too sanguine as. to the amount of refined
sugar that would be manufactured. He was
not inclined to think that there would be any
large export of the article, and recommended
that the petition be referred to the commitiee
on trade and manufactures: =~
. Mr.BLANCHARD asked why & manufictory
of refining sugar should receive advantages
above any other manufactory. L
Hon, Pro. SEC. said that the sugar required
for the manufactory was of & coarse grade
which was not imported at all'at present.
Mr. BLANCHAED said that a manufactory
of boots and shoes was entitléd to_equal pri-
vileges,. Why should not the machinery for
our coal mines be éxempted from duty ? i
Mr. LEVESCONTE 'sald that the committee
- on trade and manufactures ‘had under consi-
deration several ‘petitions from parties claim-
ing exemption from duties on machinery im-
ported into thé province, and decided that it
was_impossible to report upon these isolated
tages. At the same time, however, they sub-
mitted to the Governinent their opinion that it
would be well for them to consider how far it
would be possible for them to place in the list
of exemptions all ' machinery iraported for cer-
tain purposes. . i
Hon. F'I¥. SEC. said that there was particu-
la.ﬂ;l,'fdne class of machinery that might be in
the list of exemptions—that was steam-ergines
for. the use of sea-going vessels, Whether it
would be advisable, however, to exempt such
machifiery as could be made byour own ma-
nufacturers, was a question deserving of seri-
ous consideration, : o
Hon, PROV. SEC. s2id that since he had the
honor of a seat in the house he had invariably
sustained "everything that was calculated to
promote the growth of manufactures in this
country. He had no doubt that a proposal like
the present, the establishment of an important
branch -of manufactures—that too, “without
opening up the very questioua,bie policy of pro-
tection at all, as he conceived-—would receive
the favorable consideration of the house.  The
very fact that these parties came forward and
stated that under proper encouragement tliey
were prepared to commence the éstablishment
of 5 manufactory *which wotld involve-an -ex-
penditure of £50,000, Ep.ve “to the country the
guarantee of the ' stability -and perinanencyof
the proposed enterprize. " The facts stated that
-these parties would require about 5000 tons of
sugar-would eniploy 60 mén at Ieast; and. use a
veéry large aipount of ¢oal, gave 'an-1dea of the
importance of the iundertakitg. - He believed
the egtablishment of this ‘manufacture would
be the commencement of a new era-in ‘the ‘his-
tory of manufactiiring in this couhtry and ¢on-
cluded by- expressing his gratification that ‘the
eat facilities which the portof ‘Halifax and

the. Province of Nova Scotia . afforded to-

such - entérprizes  were béing dppreciated
abread. i . ) y :

bedr of the propased - dstablishmart ' of ‘8o ‘ita-

vortant an undertaking, and Weiit ‘on to ‘5ay

‘Mr. AHGRIBALD ‘Was excéedingly glad 'to-
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of machinery "introduced for manuofacturing
Eurpbse‘s duty free. It was the duty of the
ouse to offer every possible encouragement to
whatever would tend to develope the resources
and promote the trade of the country. He had
no doubt atall that the position of Halifax wag
peculiarly well adapted for a manufactury of
the kind proposed, . ) - )
- Mr; BLANCHARD was desirous of encourag-
ing manufactures bit he felt the house should
atise before they commenced to discriminate
between one description of manufacture and
another.  The Ship building intérest employed
6000 men, und yet we were taxing all articles
connected with it. We taxed thewn just.as we
did other things for purposes of revenue, Fe
concluded by ‘briely explaining why le
thought the enterprise in question could bot
find a market for any very large quantity of the
manufacture. ) N .

Mr, ARCHIBALD said that we imposed a
certain duty upon leather and a larger one upén
manufactured shoes and boots. So it was in
reference to raw and manufactured tobacco,
ale &c. Infact, we endeavoured, sofar as we
could, to encourage domestic industry. There-
fore we were going in the right direction. =~ .

Mr. TosIx considered.that it would be very
unwise for any country to impose a beavy duty
apon any arficleé introduced into the country
for manufacturing purposes, . In respect, how-
ever; to importing sugar, certain facts should
be considered. Wefnow im;l)osedupop all grades
of brown sugar 1} cents a ib, Now it 'was pro-
posed in accordance with the prayer.of the pe-
tition that 4 per. cent. should be taken off the
raw sugar imuported for the refinery. All'thé
sugars that were imported into England weré.
classed, and those inferior grades that were re-
quired for manufacturing purposes weré ad-
mitted ‘at a smaller rate of duty. What hé
wag afraid of in our own case was that a door
might bé opened to fraud, since we had no pro-
per.inspectors to.ciass the sugars. The policy
of the country had beén not to charge any duty
upon articles that entered into the construction
ang rigging of ships, but ‘the time came when
the financial condition of things required thal
some revenue should beraied froin them. Hé
warned any manufacturer against ‘coming into
any country to establish a business under thé
fostering cate of the legislature, or of the, go-
.yernment.. The very. political ngelt that built
him up to-day might destroy him ‘to‘morrow,
and in connection with this remark. thé homn.
gentleman referred to the distillers.in thiiy pro-
vince. He bad serions doubts whetlier, a8
things wére now, tite anticipations of the manu-
facturer in question' would be ‘réalized 'to the
extent he hoped. He wag8desirous of affording
all manifacturérs every légititiate encoursge-
ment. If, However, we werg prepared to ad:
niit certain machinery duty free let its d,escrig.-
tionbe stated in.the fable of exemptions, and,
following the same. principle, let sugar be tlds-
sified ‘and the lower grades of the article'be
admitted at s lowerrage. . - 0

. Mr. LEVESCONTE explained hat tho Lo,
geiitleman did not @pgaar;,&aPl?reh@!lﬂ‘ ry
clearly'the object of ‘the -mémorial; and went
on, to show that. all, the Proyince. could ‘lose.
would be'pérhaps twélve céuts. upon every,
hundred weighit of the refined Sugar, . He :

cated the encourageient of'all’ such, m; de .
{airies, andl duked the'tiouse  weto tHey Bropa.
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red to say that they would shut out such an ep-
terprize as the present, and give the people of
England and the States advantages over our
own., ‘ .

Hon. FixN. SEC, said that there was no. de-
mand for protection to the manufaciure, in the
real sense of  the terin, contained in the peti-
tion.  As stated by the Lion. Prov. Secy., the
ohject was to get the coarser sugars, which
would be required for the refinery, at a slightly
reduced rate of duty. ‘We now charged $2 on
the hundred weight of refined sugar, and only
$1.50 on the brown sugar for domestic use. The
sugar required for refining purposes was of a
coarse kind, not imported for domestic use.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

Mr. LoCKE introduced a bill to legalize as-
sessment in the township of Shelburne,

Mr. P. Smyrn presented a petition from John
MclInnes, an aged school teacher, asking for a
free grant of land. )

Mr. ANNAND presented the petition of Alex-
ander Jawes and other persons in Dartmouth,
asking for a change in the law of assessment.
‘What they wish foris that there shall be ap-
pointed by law for every county an assessor,
whose business it should he to make himself
familiar’ with the property of the county and
in that way make a fair and equal assessment.
If this law cannot be obtained for the whole
province it is asked to be extended to Halifax
county.

Mr. ToBIN said that here was a petition
coming in to appoint an assessor by the grand
jury who would have the power to say who
should be on the assessment roll and able to
exercise the suffrage. He thought the house
should be careful before allowing such power
_ toany one. He understood that in that very
district of Dartmouth 600 freeholders who ex-
ercised the franchise at the last election had
been struck from the roll. These men who
had been résiding in the country all their lives
and were the very persons who,in time of war,
would be called upon to fight our battles, were
not to have the privilege of voting for their
representatives in the Assembly. All over the
country the greatest dissatisfaction and excite-
ment existed in consequence of the unjust
franchise act which was soon to become law,
and he trusted that the government would en-
deavour, even at this period of the session, to
take up the question and dJdeal with it in 2
statesmanlike manuer.

“Mr. ARCHIBALD said that he did not think
the bill was necessary, inasmuch as there was
now power given in the 75th clause of the As-
sessinent . law to the sessions on the preseni-
ment of the grand jury, to appoint a general
assessor to co-operate with local assessors.—
There was nothing to prevent the assessor, as
the bill proposed, being a permanent officer.—
It might be advisable, however, to have such
means provided as would make the assessment
more equal than it is now. As respects the
Franchise Act, he did. not think thers was as
much excitement and indignation about it
as gentlemen intimated. If there was any feel-
ing existing, it was in favor of the law—that
the time was coming when the suffrage would
repose on the property and intelligence of the
country. - . ' . )

Mr, LEVESCONTE said that if the hon. gentle-
man bad not made the remarks he had,. he
would not have arisen to say anything,- That
hon,.gentleman had taken .occasion to say
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that, when three-fourths of the )loeople
were disfranchised, then we  would “see
the glorious spectacle of the, suffrage
reposing ou property and intelligence. He (M,
Le V.) joined issue with that hon. gentlemen
and would tell him that this law was most
antagonistic to that policy which we were now
initiating—of calling out the able-bodied men
of this country for its defence. You asked
these men to fight on boldly, and yet denied .
them the privilege they so highly prized, of

voting for representatives in the house. These
men who were obliged to give up their time
and their very heart’s blood for their country
werestruck down. And for what? XNot for
any fault of their own. No because it suited
the interests of a party which had, since the
tirne this unjust measure was first passed, been
adjudged unworthy of confidence and support.

Mr. ANNAND said that the present was not
the time to discuss the Franchise Act.

Hon. Prov. SEc. said that he would be ex-
ceedingly glad if a bill could be introduced to
render the assessment through the counties of
the province more equable.

Mr. ToBiN—said that the great difficulty .
was to separate a question of this kind: from
party considerations. If that could be done,
and the appointments could be made without
reference to political purposes perhaps the bill
sought for would not be objectionable, but he
thought it was intended as an entering wedge
for other purposes. :

Mr. ARCHIBALD—said that a glance at the
names to the petition would show the hon. gen-
tlemen thatit bad no party complexion, He
would find there the name of Mr. James who
might be supposed to represent one party but
ke would also see the name of Mr. Farrell who
represented the other side of politics and yet
they both agreed upon this subject. -

Mr. PARKER—thought that there was a
necessity for some change in the present system
of assessment and he was in favor of an in-
come tax, . ' ‘ ‘

Mr, ALLISON—~—was of the:opinion that there
was no necessity for the measure sought for.—
Under the present law the Grand Jury had the
power to re-commend general assessors. It
had been acted upon in the county he repre-
sented and no difiiculty had been experienced
in carrying it out. . :

Mr. MiLLER presented a petition from the
Rev. Mr. Corteau and a number of other inhabi~
tants of L’Ardoise, praying for the establish-
ment of a post-office at that place, or that the
salary of the way-oftice keeper be increased.

Mr. RAY introduced a bill to legalize the as-
sessment-rolls for the countg of Annapolis.

Mr. J. FRASER presented a petition from
Donald McDonald, a mail carrier, praying for
an increase of salary. . . o S

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from Rode-
rick Morrison and other inhabitants of Rich-
mond, against Confederation. . :

Mr., ANNANG presented several petitions—
from Eastern Passage, Margaret’s Bay, Law-
rencetown, Gays River, Waverly Gold Dig-

. gings, and other portions of the eastern districs

of Halifax county, against Confederation. .. -

Mr. Ross presented a petition .from Angus
Buchannan and 93 others, inhabitants of the
North*Shore, on the same subject. - e

Hon. Mr. SHANXON introduced a bill to pro-
vide for the appropriation of police fines in -the
town of Dartmouth, . T e

i o
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Mr.. BOURINOT presented a petition from
Little Glace Bay for additienal mail accommo-
dation. e

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that a petition had
been presentéd on a previous day from a per--
son who claimed to be the first discoverer-of

old in Nova Scotia and he believed it had
%een referred to the committee on mines a¥d
minerals. There was no doubt that whoever
the person was who was the means of opening
up this important and hitherto hidden source
of industry he was entitled to soms mark of
cousideration. He held in his hand the petition
of John Pulsifer, who advanced similar claims
to those he had alluded to, and he would move
to have it referred to the same committee -

Mr. ANNAND said he thought that Mr., Cam}z-
bell claimed to be the original discoverer. It
would be well, however, for a committee to in-
vestigate the subject.

MILITIA AFFAIRS.

Mr. PrRYOR, from the militia committes re-
ported pamaily. The report, amongst other
things, recommends the sum of $1600 for the
sravelling expenses of inspecting field officers
and the Adjutant General, —the sum of $2745
for the training of thirty adjutants at head quar-
tets.for 61 days, at $1.50 each per day,—and the
sum of $14,000 for the part clothing of 2000 ar-
tillerymen-at $7 each. - .

Mr. CoLiN CAMPBELL said that as a 'mem-
wer. of the militia committee he objected to
these appropriations, not because he was op-
posed .to the expenditure of any reasonable
amount of money that was necessary for the
defence of the country, but because he believed
that the greater portion of this amount would
be frittered- away, as had been the case hither-
toin red tapeism and matters which were real-
ly of no benefit to the service. Take, for in-
stance, the appropriation «f $1600 for the trav-
elling expenses of inspecting field officérs—
what necessity, he would ask, was there for
that? = Surely the sum of $1200 a year was a
sufficient salary for these officers, and amply"
paid them ‘for their services. T'hat amount
was fixed in last year’s estimates as their sala-
ry, and it was distinctly state® that there
should be noallowance for t.ravellini; sxpenses,
and yet it is now proposed to saddle the pro-
vince. with this additional expense. Take again
the sum of $14,000 for the clothing of artillery-
men in Halifax—that seemed to him an enor-
wous and unnecessary expense, and however.
anxious he might be to place the militia system
upon an efficient footing, he could not agree to
have the public money expended in.such a
frivolous way as this. .He must not" forget
oither in connection with this branch of the sub-
ject to remind the house that the Volunteers
of Nova Scotia whose claimsdid not appear to -
be much thought of now, had spent large sums
of money to.clothe themselves, and he had in
his possession a memorandum of the expendi-
ture of one -company—the Chebucto Grey’s of
Halifax—showipg that they had spent during
the first five years of their organization for uni+
form and other necessary expenses nearly, $5,>
000. While the Scottish Rifles he believed had"
expended as much' as  $6,000—without receiv-
ing any government aid:for that purpose.~
surely if the Volunteers.conld do this thera was
no need for the public money beiuﬁl spent for
sucha purpose. . Then as régards the sum of
$2,745 for drilling, Adjutants~he considered -:
that a useless appropriation.. ‘It could"not be.

1w
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expected that men from the country would
come up to Halifax and spend Bixty one
days in training. They could not afford to.
spare the time, and the rtate proposed would
not recompense them for the suspension of
their ordinary avocations. .
Ashe had said before, he had no desire to
curtail the legitimate expenses of this most im-
portant ' branch of the public service, but he
felt it his duty to protest against the public.
money -being wasted -in frivolities such as.
those he had pointed out. . The time might ar-
rive when all the available means 'at the dis--
posal of the gr vernment would be required for-
the defence of the country. Let them be kept
until then, and not squandered in useless pur--
poses, of no benefit to anybody save those con-
cerned in the expenditure, How, he would
ask, could he justify to his constituents.the.
voting of this large sum of money, when the-
roads and bridges of his county were in such a.
deplorable state? These were the reasons that
induced him to object to what he considered a
useless expenditure of the public funds—and,
although he was aloue on the committee in the
views he held,~almest every other man being
a Colonel of Militia, or a member of the Court.
of Enquiry recently held ‘on Militia- matters—
he felt that he would not be doing bis duty to
his country if he failed to express the objections
he had to the report just submitted by the ma-
Jjority of the Committee, e - ‘
Mr. BLANCHARD said that although a mem-
ber of the coramittee he had not the honor of .
being either a colonel of the militia or one'of
the militia convention. -He would remind the
member for Digby that the item he objected-
to ‘of $14,000 for artillerymen was not for Hali-
fax alone. It was proposad to clothe 2000 men,
500 of whom were to be in Halifax, and the re-
mainder between Pictou and Sydney. - He
could hardly imagine that anybody, would -ob--
Jject to this, as it was well known that in case

. of necessity there were not half.enough men

to man the guns at the places named. As re-
gardsthe item for drill of adjutants he would.
say that the object was to-perfect so many offi-
cers from each county in -their drill as to do
away, to a large extent, with the necessity for
drill sergeants, and thug save that expense to
the conntry. He thought that the hon. member
for Digby had small grounds to go upon when..
he objected to these expenses for such an im-
portant service. B AR RS SN

Mr. LEVESCONTE said that the hen. member
ior Digby had thought proper to state that al-
most every. member of the committés waa
either a colonel of militia or a member of the,
militia court. - He. (Mr. LeV.} happened tobe
both; but that did not prevent him from giving,
expression -to:'the opinjons he. held, .and. al~
though ke had been invited. to take part i, the
proceedings of the militia convention, and had
attended ihere, he had found it necessary. to
object to:much that had transpired, as was evis
denced by his dissenting from, the report. He
thought the insinuation:of. ghe member for
Digby might have been spaxe& - = .

. . © ESTIMARES, . e

.- Hon, . FIN, SEC. in -kaying upon the table.of
the House the estimates, ef the. probable xeve-
nue and expendituxes far the current year, re-
marked upon the- general: prosperity- of the

f country, and the vigor -and-vitality - exhibited

in evexdx bzanchof industry and.trade, He had
alluded to this on a prévious day when he had,
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the honor of .1aying ou:the tableof. the House., It would be seen.that if hahidi,er(red at all-

the trade:rcturns for the past ninemonths, and

he.would now say that from-present appearan-.
ces heshad. no.reason to anticipate any falling -
off in the prosperity of the country for the .

next twelve -months; on the. contrary thero

were reasons.why.it was probable that the trade..

of the:.ccuntry would be increased rather than

diminished during the ensuing year, Whenit ;
was ¢onsidered what a large amount-of money, -

would be circuiated over the country for-pub-
lie purposes, it.wonld be:understood how trade
must necessarily be stimulated by the increas-
ed: importation - of dutiable articles .which
would:-be. consumed :by-- those . engaged.:iu
the - construction . of ~the -public - works. that
were - contemplated: by the. government.
In.~addition.. to this,  the .large .
of - capital whiech would . be -expended.- in
the Island of Cape Breton .in..developing the

coal.fields of that locality, would add. still:.

further to the prosperity of the Province. He

thought, therefore,: he -was fully-justified in..

assuming that there was no fear of a diminn-

tion'of the present prosperous condition of the .
provincial: resources -during the ensuing yoar..,

The Estimates were based upon that assump-
tion and without : detaining the House by -any -
farther general observations. he would proceed .
to:give the principal items.of .expenditure and -
probable revenue.

.The-. House: was aware:that the financial
year-closed on the 30th September, so that the.,
acifount of expendituras-submitted, was . ouly.
for: mine months; while the estimate.would
embrace-the: whole twelve months, from: the..
$0th- September, 1864; to 30th September, 1863.

Prom’ the. Receiver. General’s. account it;
would be.seen that the.total balance in his.
hands, on the 30th Sept., 64, was. $225,000; and
shere-was due from the Casual Revenue $44,760;
Gollectors of Colonial Revenue $53,538; Brew-
«rs: $2,667 ;. Manufacturers. of Tobacco: §1,336;
CGanada, New Brunswick, and P. E: Island
$7,300; Gounties: for road. advances. $11,969;
‘Hospital for Insane $30,392; Railway_ Depart-
ment $29,512; Pioton branch §11,152; Post Of-
fice Deq{artmentf $3,833; Old. Copper.Coin, §2,-
4B4; making in all $424,079,; Against that there.
wm;?' ontstanding: liabilities. to' the. extent of
$976,006; leaving the-nett balance:to. the. credit
of;;%‘gﬂ,?rovinc& of $148,072 S

heestimated revenue for the year 1863 s as.
follows:=- o o
g and Excise duties§$920,000; 1ash year

Cus
it was "$099,209; Light ' duty $35,000; lass year
it was $40,000; Castal Revenue $350,000; last-

vear $33,0007 Crown Lands $35,000; Last year
$15217; Canads,’ New. Biunswick and P, E.
Island $4,500%Great Britain, for Sable Island,
$2.000; Hospital for Insane $20,000; last year
it was $20,2201Gold: Fields $20,000; last year
$30,000; Railway Revenue $170,000; Fost Office

50,000, last year:$43,000; Board of Revenue

1,427; making ' :total of $1,307,92F, which-
added to the balange of 1ast year, gives a total
of $1,456,000 estimated -revenue for tha year.
1863. 2 B

The estimated eXpeunditure for. the ensuing:
yoar is as follows:—2X T

. AUthorizad bY LaW.. s Corerenves o ser §495,140
¥ the LAgUiN

To be voted b 1.1, N 900,731
~ Making s total of.....iX8. ... . BL8H6,8T0
Yeoaving a margin of $66129. '

_in his calculations it was upon

amount;

7 gial

it wa the safe sidei -
and he.thought it would be found that he had -
estimated the réevenue from the. various sour-
ces, rather under ‘than over thelinark. Hg',
would now.turn.to the abstract of expenses, '
Phe additional amount to.be voted for the
civil list is $8055; this. includes. $1875 for the’
salary of the Govérnor’s. Private Sccretary for -
a year and a half, from the time of the appoint-’
ment of His present Excellency. =~~~ '~
Criminal, proseentions $1600; Crown Land
Department. £14,000; Coroners’ Inguests $1400,"
Revenue expenses $47,840; Judiciary. ¢xpen:’
ses $1400; Poors”. Asylom §8100; Rations' to
troops $100;. Distressed seamen §200.°° " -
The vofe for steam-boatsand ferrieg is pretty
much the same aslast year,. =~ 7
The next ‘itcm he would allude fo was the
grant for militia purposes., The Committes on
that subject.had not répovted, butas it was
necessary  to. have, the estim:itea before' the
House in.time to prepare the Rovenue Bills, it |
was impossible for him to. wait. for that.” "He |

had therefore placed in the estiniates the sy of !
$81,000, which would be subject to any réduc:
tion the House might choose to make.” '~
The grant to Collegiate Inatitutions was the
same as last year—with the excéption of $1000°
to.the Yarmouth Academy, and, thy 'Commgn
School Grant $114,400, T e
The sum of $16,000 is.appropriated for Agricul-
tural purposes; $120,000, for Railway.expenses;
$12,000 for gold fields; relief.of Indians” $1200;"
Board of Statistics $3000; Legislativeexpenses
calculated up to the 15th Aprxil, at which time’,
he.hoped the business. would be ‘compiéted—"
$38,414; Overseers of the poor. $3621; Naviga-’
tion Securities $49,020; St. Peter’s. Canal $30,2'
000; Miscellaneous exjienses. pretty much as
last year—§15,220; roads and bridges $160,000;'
special grants $102,40), in all $262,000 for roads;”
These were the, estimates for, the year 1865,

‘and in laying upon the table Lie would moio

that the usual supplies be granted. and that ths”
House. resolve itself info, a committee, for that

purpose on, Monday next.

Mr. ARQHIBALD called attention to what he,
considered was an accidental omission on; th
part of the Financial Secretary, to, pr
the. road .fo. the Acadian Mines, upo
subject he had spoken to thé hon, Prov. §¢cy;

" Hon. FiNL. SkCY. said that the matter had
been bronght to Lis attentioh, but teo’ )
haya it:included in the Egtimates. = . - 7" "

. Mr. LONGLEX gaid that b pérceived that no

TEST IR Nt

provigion was made for an’i 30 0f sala
of the I.l.igbﬁ-l.zm?gﬁf keepeiy ut Fal m};ﬁ

and Margarettsville.” e
Hon. FiNL. SECY. thought that subject had
been referred to the Commitied on Nay ]
S,e,cu_,iies, which hiad agt {fpt reported.” ™
Mr. LocKE saif—In looking aver thege eati
mates, he could not help being struck With the
unfairness of the distrihutin, especially a§ e
garded the couuty of Shelbyrne.' He hag 16
objection to Queen’s county 'getting” all “she
conld, but ha thaught it Tather disproretiion
ate for he ;g(g% for agecial.”gl-?pﬁ'w roalls and
Dridges §4.500, while Shelburng dhly got $2,000.
Thon for Navigation Sgouritics, Queensger
82,915,and Shelburiie only $1op. It
tem was supposed 10 be ‘hased 1 1y
ton, $his was exCoedIngly I %.Fg?hk?-
al Secy. stated thit a Iarge amount of mo)
would be expended in cg'rt_g?xj counties for raik
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_.way.. purposes, .. That would seem to be a of the money voted to Antigonish for the ser-
good Teason why the county of Pictou, at all' 'vites- reférred to; 'would “be’ acttially thrown
. .events; should not recelve much additional 4id* away. “He thought thatenougli money, as well
for her roads and bridges—adod yet’ upon look- ~ privateas public, had- alréady been:sunk in
“ing at. the estimates he foind or‘main'tdad: Antigonishe Bay, and its vicinity,-but-the go-
to Antigonish county line $2100; fnain postfoad - vernment seemed ‘to think - otherwise; and
from West River $2000; post roads "from Col- ~lence the present enormous, not to' yay socan-
chiester county line to Pictou $2000, and todds - dalous,” appropriation of the publie mozey.
. East Pictou $2009, besides other grants, taking 'But'not only'was the unfiirness of ' the!.distri-
over £10,000 extra grants for the county of Pic- bution of these funds for special objects:most
tou,—an(l yet Shelburné, which derived’ no di- - corispicudus, but there was the mode in ‘which
. rect advantages. fromi’ the’ railway, could not ' these transactions were managed, of whicl he
gét a grant for the road t0 Ahnapolis,” He had ‘bad good réason tocomyplain, - He had present-
?'resgnted a pétition early in thié session, Iarge/  ed two'petitions; signed ‘by the' Magistrites
y Signed, praying that @ grant might be given and Grand Jury, and hundreds of ‘'other inha-
. to construct tiis road, which is 50'netessary to - bitants of his county, -asking. for aspecial
the. people of bothi counties.  Slictburne’is, he grant'for tlie main post road between:Guysbo-
believed, the only shore county without ‘direct” rough and Cape Canso. ot S
coihimynication with thie agricultural ‘counties * This has 'been ‘transferred to the Finauncial
in the iuterior, aid he thought it would have Sédretary, but the government had not even
“been a small act of grace on the' part of the go- - condestended toconfer with him on'the subject,
vernment to have granted a suin to commence ~and the agswer now given by thein is thatthe)
#his road if they could not 'have given enough’ had'not tdoughtproper to make any provision
at once to complete it. ‘They have granted $30,7 foritin theestimate. When itis considered that
040 to cowplete the St Peter's’ Canil, a'large - thig' principally emanated from 'Cape Canso
sum, bit ong, which he thought wouid fall very "and its' neighboarhosd—a’ community ‘which
_ far short of cowpletiug. it, while one-half that contributed large sums to‘tliegeneral revenues
"amount expended on the ’fba@lffmm‘ Shelburne 0f the provincé~~when it is borne in mind ‘that
%o Aunnapolis would bave dpéhedup comuiuni- - it éxpressed the wishes and nsserted: -the: just
cation between those two colinties, and- would - claimsof alocality of whose imrportance he ieed

. have been an expenditure, in his'opinion, miuch’ only offer in‘proof the-simple factthat it ships,
maore tseful and profitable than'if made on the on an average, ¢ver & thiousand dollars value

. canal,’, He lioped ‘the Financial ‘Sedretary” infish for every day in the® year, he could' not
‘wauld reconsider the matter and add to his es’ but Bay that the'present rulets of our country
 timate some fair amounut for the sérvices refer-* . were unfaitliful ste wards of-the' public ‘futer-
red to, and thereby show that the government ~€sts; and'offered no'encouragementito abranch
“were willing to deal equal justice to every-por-' of industry in which alarge portion of the peo-
tion of the province without regard o either ' ple of the province were ‘engaged. ' Therswas
the” support ar opposition they may receive ' anodther'petition from Port Malgrave—backed
trom any particular couuty. .- i by'thecounties-of Antigonishé¢ and. Richmond
- Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said thatthe truth _~asking for & special prant t¢ prowmote- cou-
of the old adags, ‘that kissing goes by favor, ‘mexion ' between ' that  ‘flourishing - -place
__could not be. better illustrated ‘than by the' of “business;'-and:the’: adjacent - country,
‘estimate_ that had just been submitted. He'"But to ‘thig 'petition: the asnswer the- es-
‘had always Veen ander the impression that *tibate gives is- notone” penny for- an‘objecs
the ‘grant_for the road and bridge service was iwhicl-the petitioners from the-counties of *An-
"baséd on ‘population; but to-day he had been - tigonish, Richmoiid and Guysborough declare,
«atherwise instruéted; and the house had ‘oply and decfare truly, is an object of comnmanding
_.to observe the glaribg disproportion -that this * iinportance and géneral interest. « He might be
. estimate exhibited in relation to'the "counties - told to provide for these objects outof the grant
of Queens’ and Guysboro, to be conivinced that -of $3000, 'but that would be sdding -offencs to
. powme  other: less’ é);i’stfﬁab,le'"bs_usis’-lm,d ‘been injustice. - The-county of ‘Guysborough repre-
. adopted. " As. contraited with 'Guyshorough, ‘selits 2 large tract of country extendiug along
“Queens’ wag much the smiller ‘county of the' many miiles-of-coast; intersected by numerous
two—and “this ag well in'extent.of territory as  rivers, which naturally necessitate the expen-

. in amount of population=—and yet she recéived ' diture of a large amount for bridges, while the
. $7,415 for spe: w.f rodd and bridgé” grants, aid’ rocky'and’peculiar: character of 1much of the

" for Navigation securities; while Guysborough * surface of the land justified Lim in’expecting a

" only  got- $3350, or less than’ one half' that'’ larger share of consideration’in these matters;
" amouny for, thé same objects. “How, he would 'and yet he was to be told to. be content- with
. ask,. econld this be accolinted for.  He'could t_l;\'a“lﬁalt?'sum of ' $3000 to ‘carry forward -the
perceive_ but, one. reason-—the meémbers for ' projected improvements to which: e had re-
Queens’ . supported . tlie . goveriment, “while ' ferred; together with other special claims now
. those for Guyshorough. were in opposition, and ~pressing ‘upon his attention. \Again, look at
" he thought it niot at* all' unlikely, "¢onsidering ' Lunenburg, she’ got $10,000 as" 8 special-grans,
the way in whichi thie constituency he-'repre- in aid of roads and- bridges in-thatcounty.—
ad. been treated il thije matter that it Last year one of'the membess for that county

'y before they would be other-' informed the ‘house- thiat he would: not ‘bave
\bosition.” “Take Anothier dase-- voted for the Picton Railroad if he had notgot
Mtigohiphg;’gceive@ by this pre- the extia grants he wanted; perhaps in-order

speclal grants for roads and’ ‘to'secureé his votethis yéar uponsome quastion

cutities, no‘lessthan 'of impértinee to'the government; an addition-
jle™ Gryayshord’, as hé‘*hﬁ,dfa‘l’rea.dy 4l s0p" Was reqiired, and, of :course, it had to
ntigned, only.got $3.350, "Not only had he] ‘be givén whetherright'or wzong; He thought.
ason 10 ind faull’ 'tt;xﬁtixis"n?aﬁ!‘fégﬁ‘glisprdf ‘hb trad ‘good réason‘ to'complain of: the partal

o portion, but he 'bellevéd that a'large dmount” chisracter of ‘this‘estinate and of: the way the
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public money goes when the position of the go-

. vernment is to be secured. But the estimate
discloses another feature. He found that com-
Pa.ung that document with a similar.one for
~lagt year that the grant to the contreller at
the Port of Guysbhorough Las been considera-

. bly increased. This was another instance of
- kigsing goimilby favor. The hon, gentleman
e proposed salary with that of

other officers in bis own and other counties at
smaller salaries, in whose offices business of
.very much larger amount was transacted, and
from which greatly larger revenues were -had.

How was this to be explained, only upon the,

principle that kissing goes by favor., But did

- the government know the locality of the office .

at the Port of Guysborough, He could informn
them of an instance of a gentleman who was
engagad in the shipping busineas, and came to
Guysboroa‘gh from a distance of nearly 50 miles
to see the Controller and Registrar. He bad
travelled this distance on a cold winter's day;
but when he reached Guysborough, he had to
be told that his journey was not then half
over; he had to travel so many miles up the
-river, and 80 many miles down again, on the
other side, before he could reach ‘the office,
or rather the official he was in search of.

The hasty review he had wade of the mode in-,
which the special grants for roads and bridges.

had been distributed between the different
counties, exhibited such & monstrous. dispro-
portion as to induce him-to hope that an ordi-
. nary sense of justice would yet lead the house,
.if not the government, to consider the claims
which had been overlooked. He could do no
more, at present, than to enter his solemn pro-
_ test against such flagrant injustice as the esti-
mate exhibited, and if no remedy was afforded
he must only refer the matter to his constitu-
ents, and ask them at the proper time to deal
in the proper style with :a government, whose

duty it was, in the distribution of the people’s -

money, to do equal justice to' all, but who had

- on this occasion, at all events, been  guilty of

. an entire forgetfulness of thas imperative obli-
gation, . . . . o

. Mr. KILLAM said that it would be remem-
bered that last year when the government

brought in the bill to authorize the construc-

--tion of the Pictou railroad they held out the .

inducement that large grants would be made
to counties that did not immediately . partici-
- pate in the advantages of the railroad, that the
‘west would be particularly cared for, and they

undertook the construction of the Bridge over-

Bear River a work admitted to be of great im-
portance to the west. - He believed the lowest
estimate was about £4 or £5000, last year they
appropriated $12,000 and thatamount has-been
expended upon the work, and now when it
‘was well known that it could be completed in.
the next twelve months, he only found $5,000
- -in_the estimate, was
ask for the government to treat this great
. work? Wasgt because the late leader of the
" government bad: left -political life,. that the
claims of the west were no longer regarded, or

~was it because Annapolis-had returned anoth- .-

er member in his place of different politics?

‘The hon. gentleman to whom he-had .alluded -

'(Mr. Johnston) had mads use of strong lan-

guage wheu urgiog the claims of .Annapolis -

~.and he would read to the house what he had:

.said on that point.. (Mr. :Killam. here read.

from ‘a speech delivered by Mr Johnston on

that the way he would .
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the subject.) Now it appeared that things hiad
changed and it was impossible for’ Annapolis
to get $10,000 to finish this bridge. In the
matter of roads, too, her luterests had. heen
neglected, only $3,000 was appropriated : for
that large county while Kings got $7,000. The
county of Digby also in common with. the
other Westérn counties had reagon to complain
~$3,900 for a county like that, that had been
contributing to the support of the railroads for
the last ten years, was asmall sum indecd.
The “on..Prov. Secy. was very fond of allu-
ding to what was doxe in England on various
subjects, he (Mr. K.) would remind him that
the government there never cominenced a
work and stopped in the middle of it, they vo-
ted the other day £250,000 for the defences of
Quebec, and £100,000 for Nova Scotia, £30,000 to
.be spent in 1865, . The government here should
take pattern by them and when they com-
mence a public work like the Bear River
Bridge, go on with it until it was completed.
Mr. COLIN CAMPBELL said that it was the
habit for the hon. members to find fault when
they thought the iuterests of their counties had
been neglected ; but the hon. member for Yar-
mouth was not content to complain of his own
county, but he took others algo under his’ pro-
tection. Although when he considered the
state of the roada and bridges in his county,

- (Digby), he must confess that the sum of ‘$3,-

900 seemed small; yet, having endeavoured by
every means, in his power to increase it, he
was obliged to be satisfied, and he thought
g_}a.t Yarmouth' ought to be satisfied with
000, - B [

. Mr. LoCcKE maust apologize to the Financiab
Secretary, he found Sheiburne got for
the beacon at Wesse's ledge.

Hon. FINL, SECY.—the conplamnt then is not
-that you don’t get enough, but that- somebody

" else gets more.

Mr. LocKE—vou have placed in the esti-
mates $30,007 to comple St. Peter’s Canal—why
not put in so much to complete Bear River
bridge, and thus satisfy the people east and

 west, |

Mr. BLACKWOOD gaid that mnothing had
been provided for Colchester, He trusted that
a small s would have been provided fora
new -road recently opened to communicats
with the. steamer at Point Brule—the people
had expended about £600 on it, and that sum
would be thrown away unless it was com-.
pleted. He hoped the government wounld yet

‘see the necessity for. a frant for this object.

He was surprised to find that not a dollar of
special grant was given to Colchester, while
Pictou got a large sum, although it was con-
templated to spend an immense sum there for

"railway purposes, He did not think it was

right or just, and he must protest against it.

. li]CLELAN .presuwed that it was an
omission on.the part of the government and
that they would not leave the road referred to
in an unfinished state. -~ - © .

‘Mr. ‘ARCEIBALD said that there were ons or
two important_services ‘in the county of . Col-
chester which he was convinced ‘the govern-.

.ment Lad unintentionally o rerlooked, - There

was the bridge at Board Landing, the last .
bridgeon. the Bay of Fubday shore — a most -
imu?ﬁ)ztant work which will cost about £3000,

. ers was mo doubt that a government to -
satisfy . everybody must be immaculate; the
-public funds should, as far as possible,’ be dix-
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tribited according to population and with a
due regard to the peculiar wants of each coun
t{. He had not had an opportunity to examine
the estimates thoroughly, but. he intended to
do so as soon as time would allow. .

Mr. BLANCHARD said that he did not agree

with the member for Guysborough, that kiss-
ing goes by favor; because if it did, Inverness
deserved. to be highly favored—returning as
she did two government members. He would
take up one or two of the counties and com-
pare the way in which their wants had been
:ﬁspﬁcﬁvely considered, and bhe did so with

e ho

- of territory—a new county, too, to a‘large ex-
tent, without roads—and yet all the- special
‘ frant given to her was $5,000; while Cumber-
and, with the same population, a much older
county, and no larger wants, got $10,000. Then
take Lunenburg—yes, “even Lunenburg” got
. $10,000. He would ask was it right—was it
even common- justice that an old county like
Lunenburg, with the roads well established,
should receive double the amount of a county

like Inverness? He asked the government,

and he wished to do so without any temper,
was this fair or reasonable? Then again take
Navigation securities—thera were only two

sums voted for Inverness, of $300 each, ‘upon -

the usual conditions,’ that is, that two thirds of
the amount be raised by subscriptions. -Why
. was that added to these grants, he would ask,
while theze was a grant to Halifax to remove
obstructions from Herring Cove, of $500, with-
out any couditions at ali? o

- Mr. PrRYOR—That work will cost $1300.
Hon. Fi1NL. SECY.—The petition was accom-

panied . with _a_subscription’ list, praying for -

w&gmnt upon the usual terms.
r. BLANCHARD.~-continued—why -was

there no provision, he would ask, for the wharf .

&t Port Hood, an important work mnot for In-
verness alone, but for the whole Island of Ca

Breton. Then thers wag the bridge over the:

Margaree river; $5000 would build that—nearly
$2000 been subscribed,—and yet not a
penny was voted for it. Mabou harbour, too,
was neglected—a work which would bea boon

of no ordinary kind. The counfy of Queens’:

is also amongst the favored ones. -
CMLI ALLISON—We have no 8t. Peters’
anal, S .
Mr. BLANCHARD 8aid the less said about
- that the better. 8t. Peters’ Canal would be of
-as much benefit to Liverpool as to Inverness,
-Last year Liverpool had a large grant to deepen
the. harbor, and now. this year she gets $1500
more. If St. Péters’ Canal Is to be of an;
vantage to Inverness, it would be eq
to Cape Breton., Wh ]
speci‘? _road vote of $2,400 more than Inver-
ness L ‘

y &0

- Mr. BOURINoT—wb shiould have double the .
’ = .- .. special grants for roads and bridges for -the

amount, . . . . . :
Mr. BLANCHARD said there was only. cne

reason that could be given and that was . that "

Cape Bretou always sent: faithful s‘ugpom‘ars
of the . government, while Inverness
‘andacity.to. sond one opponent. He warned

‘the gavernment, however, that if they persist-

ed:in this estimate Inverness : would not long
" send, :them ;two, Richmond, he foand, got
$3000 from the extra grant and she was justly.
entitled to it, and he only wished ahe gonld’

that even yet the government would $
be induced to make some alteration, Take -
the county of Inverness, with her large extent -

" yet he .did not complain,

‘of the government in such ‘matters,

ad-.

y then did she receive a -

ad the.
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have got more, He admitted that the grant of
$5000 to Inverness, in-addition to the ordina-
ry grant, was a gréat boon, bit he thought
some reason ocught to . be. given for the large
diffe'ence between the grants in various cenn-
ties, where the circumstances are the same. He
felt tempted to ask where “were his colleagues
when this estimate was concocted, and why
did - they not protest against. such gross in:
Justice. It had been said thatcounties that
participated in the advantages of the railroads
must not expect large grants, How was ii
then that Pictou got such alarge grant?  Over

10,000. .
Mr. D. FRASER—the railroad is not going to
build our roads and bridges, L

Mr. BLANCHARD~In Inverness the bridges
are tumbling down, and in_mauy places, there
are hundreds of persons without any roads at
all,’ He did hope that if the government did
nothing else they would do something to carry
out the provisions of the law of 1859, and spend
the money arising from Crown Lands—in the
numerous places: and settlements where the
ﬁeople_were‘ compelled to travel miles to their

omes over mountaing whera no reads existed,
and across unbridged sireams. The -hop.
member concluded by denouncing the estimate
as grossly partial and unjust, and hoped that
the government would yet amend it. .
Hon, .ATTY. GENL, said that it was not in
the power of any government to bring ina road
scale that would satisfy everybody, and the

Fin.’ Sec, who attempted to do so. was simply

attempting an impossibility. =Gentlemen were
disposed to view 1t simply in relation to the pe-
culiar wants of their own’ counties, and they
little knew the difficulties the government had
to contend with, whose Quty it was to leok to
‘the wants of*the whole country, and” to make
such provision _as the condition of the public
revenues would allow. He had sat there four
years together and never got a single dollar of
extra grant for the roads of his country, and
The member for
Guysborough complained that a sum was vot-
ed for deepening Tracadio Harbor. He muss
remember that they did no$ participate in the
extra road grant of last year, and if they did

t 2 Jittle aid towards the su})scriptiong of the
nhabitants it was but carrying out the poligy

e
thought that the member for Inverness, with

- his special grant of $5000, ought, not to .com-
-plain. when he remembered that there were

some counties that conld dcamelxskeep up their
present postal arrangements. * Asto the wharf
at Port Hood alluded toby that hou. gentle-

-man he would say_that the goversmentintend-

ed to provide for that work and to commence
the erection this autiipn ; and Invernéss would
then be direcﬂy'benqﬁtwd‘ by the Pictou
Railroad and be brought into comunication
with it by steam ' to Port Hood. He
would remark that of the $50,000 voted for

1ast 2 years, his county only $2000—none last
year at all, and if this year it got a small extra
nt for navigation securities, he did not think
1t fair for that hon. gentlemen to object.. He
would caution the member for Guyaborough
before ‘he talked about money being thrown
away on public works in his' county ' te
make himself conversant- with ‘the facts. -
He could” tell him that this work had
succeedéd . beyond expectation” aud . was .
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“likely - to - prove  highly beneficial .to " the

fishing- and coasting interests of the Eastern’
- part of the province.
- at the anxiety evinced by the member for Yar-"

He : was rathér amuged

1nouth about the Bear River Bridge. 'When be
‘(the "Atty. Genl) had advocated that work on

the occasion of the presentation of a petition-

against it on.a present day, that hon. gentle-

~yhan had scarcely a word to say in its favor, he’

had -damned it with the faintest praise;, but
now he was quite ready to attack the govern~
ment-for not immediately proceeding to its
completion. :

©" “Mr. TOBIN was not an upholderof %hé policy

pursued in the house in regard to these special .
_-grants. - He thought if there was a surplus re-
“‘yenue,; there was just as much need for care.

“‘and caation- in the distribution of the public

" ‘monies*'as” when there -was not.. -It was not
fair to contrasdt one county- with another, for..

‘they mightbe public works in one county re-

“‘guiring special aid, which did not exist in - the ..

other: The proper course would be-forthe go-
verhment .to have “an engineer, whose duty it
should be to reportupon tﬁe«desirability of a:j
public work before' any money  was granted,
and’ then -if- the circumstances of a county

* really required special aid,let it be given. -But
he did not approve. of this system of omne gen- ;-
- tleman after auother getting up and complain-

“ing that his county did not get enough, just be-. .

- cause there happened to be plenty.of money in

. let'it flow as freely as - possible. Alusion had

- “been made to the--grant of $500 for»-dee{)leniug
~ the harbor at Herring Gove.: That was

h ardly
‘suflicient to begin the work and the remaindex
would have to

_#mall gfant. :

‘- The ~hoti. gentlemen concluded . 'by .:aga.in

' @xpressing his opinion that there should be a
"go‘vel:nmeut ergineer $o report upon -all such
works, st e

Mr. PRYOR eailed astention to’ the. necessity

' for a further grant for the Poor’s- Asylam. It

wags’ imj
‘It appears that only '$80L0" has ‘been voted
while last year 330 transient paupers had to be:

 maintained at a cost of £2,840. - The city  paid

“sient poor with the present graat. - - -

or all its paupers, but it would be impossible
for the commnsissioners $o:provide for the tran-

+ Hon: Mr. MCUFARLANE said that during four
«or five years Cumbérland only 'received £300
in all for her-roads and bridges. - Very few
gentlemen had any idea-of-what it cost to kee

".ap. the roads -and’ bridges "in 'Cumberland.

Last year the bridges erected, withithese being'

- built this year would cost $40,000, " The bridges

- Tal-as possible with the varicud counties, and .

over the Wallace river and Pugwash harbor

- wveré absolutely essentidl, and without them it
. would be impossible to pass aver the post roads.

He thought the government had ‘dealt as libe-

that no one had much cause to complain.

_ the treasury. If they had more revenue than ’:.country.' oemad d

- they wanted, ' lét them ' unburden- trade -
and cut down the tariff. - 1f ten-per centgave

%00 much revenue-let it'be reduced .to seven
and ahalf, If free trade ‘was to be -the policy

18’ impossible ‘with the grant of last year teo.
_support the transient paupers; i o

* without license;or-taxation in
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"Mr. MILLER enquired in what wayithe Ges

“vernment intended to complete the 8t. Peter’s

Canal, © - i e viroow)

- Hon. Prov. See¢. replied that threé proposi-
tions had been made to the Government. One
was to complete it as a-marine ralway, ata
cost ¢f $20,000—another, to construct a camal,

“with a-base of 22 feet, at-a cost.of $125000; and

the-other, with a wider base, for $170,000. . The

‘Government would adopt the second proposal,
‘and would go on with it-until completed—pro-

hably in two or three years. In the meantime,

- they had provided in-this: year's estimate as

much as could be expended this year.

‘Mr, ANNAND said there was one grantin the
estimates which met with his entire approval,

‘and that was the militia grant. The time had
-arrived when we must assume a considerable
- share.of our . own defences, and he was:glad

the Government were in a position to recom-
mend 8o large a grant. . A

. Mr, STEWART CAMPBELL Tegretted: to find
no provision in the estimates for reporting-and
?ublishing the decisions of the Supreine Court.
If the Government brought -in a supplemental
estimate, he hoped. they would yet provide for
it, as it. was a.service that would meet with the

general approval of the house and cowitry.

Mr. 8. MACDONNELL -endorsed the. rematks
of the member for Guysborough. . The service
alluded to would be of great benefit to the

The adjourned debate was made the order of
the.day for Monday. . Then the house adjourn-
ed until19 ¢'clock next day. )
o - SATﬁkDAf,éGﬁx March.
...The house met at 3 o’clock. - -

Mr, HATFIELD presented a petition from the

A e I - district of Argyle against the present School
wou raised by subscription,.-That :gct, . . "
~harbor was very much résorted to, but of late:
years it wis gradually being obstructed 8o far,. :
_ which:would soen render it unmanageable.~
"It  was a ‘work. of great importance and he
* thought that nobody should complain of the. .

Mr. COWIE; a petition from' Daniel Palfrey,
and others,.in regard to the payment of labor-
ers,-whiclh was . referred to the committee on
thc amer.dments.of laws.. .. ... . _ .

Mr. ROBERTSON, 3 petitions from Barrington
against Confederation.. . : . :

- Mr, .WHITMAX, a petition from Granville,
. praying for.a daily mail to Annapolis. = .

Mr, BALcow ihtroduced a-bill entitled an

+ act to Incorporate the Xast River Driving

Company of Sheet Harbor. e
.Hon: ATT. G