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ANNUAL MEETING.
Monday, January 12th, 1885.

. The Annual Meeting of the Halifax Dispensary was held 
*?™e Dispensary building this afternoon, the President, 
W. C. Silver, Esq., in the chair. After the minutes of 
last annual meeting were read and approved, the Secretary 
read the Directors’ Report for the year as follows :

DIRECTORS’ ANNUAL REPORT.*

The friends and supporters of the Dispensary are entitled 
from time to time to information respecting its work, 
progress and condition. The Directors have much pleasure 
in presenting this their Annual Report, though they have 
nothing of special importance to communicate which would 
command unusual interest. Most particularly do they offer 
sincere thanks to Almighty God, under whose divine bless­
ing and fostering care this Charity has been rendered 
successful in its operations, has proved so great a benefit 
to that largo class of suffering people for whose relief it 
was established, and is from year to year maintained.

The valuable reports of the Medical Staff, and the 
Treasurer s Financial Statement hereto appended, afford 
reliable statistics of the work performed during the past 
year, and its cost. They also show that the principal 
objects for which this institution exists are being faithfully
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carried out, so far as its resources permit. How long and 
to what extent they will continue thus to be effectuated, 
depends entirely upon the spirit of charity and liberality of 
our citizens in general.

Outside of the yearly grant voted by the City and the 
Legislature, the Dispensary depends upon private subscrip­
tions and “ Dispensary Sunday ” collections, for its 
sustentation. Were no personal and public appeals made 
by the Directors in its behalf, the doors would speedily 
have to be closed, and its benevolent undertakings would 
very soon terminate. In fact, should any our of these 
sources of income be withdrawn, or much reduced, the good 
work must at once bo curtailed in the same ratio. Already the 
board have felt the cramping effect of the non-payment by 
the City, of the grants voted for 1883 and 1884. Only 
one-third of the sum voted for 1884 has been paid, but the 
Directors fully expect the balance will be duly provided for 
in good time. Through the exertions of His Worship the 
Mayor and the recommendation of the committee on Public 
accounts, the usual grant was passed for the current year, 
to be paid when the City Treasurer has funds To meet 
such exigencies it has been the desire of the Directors to 
increase, if possible, the membership, by soliciting subscrip­
tions from friends and well-wishers. At present this cor­
poration would seem to be limited to the governing body 
itself and the officials, although the Constitution provides 
that any person paying annually four dollars and upwards 
shall thereby become a member of the society. It is doubt­
ful, however, whether one-tenth of the number who 
thus contribute are aware of their franchise or privileges. 
These are—to have a voice in the election of the directory ; 
to have an opportunity of relieving systematically by this 
means, their poor sick brethren ; and to exorcise the 
right of an Englishman to find fault if matters are not 
satisfactory.
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1 The appeals to the various churches in the city and 
vicinity (36 in all) on Dispensary Sunday were well 
responded to by the greater number. Several did not reply to 
the circular sent them nor make any collection then, nor sub­
sequently. To avoid irfterferonce with other October 
collections, the day was changed from the third to the 
fourth Sunday in that month. The Treasurer received from
St. Mary’s Church..............................
St. Patrick’s “ ..............................
St. Joseph’s “ ..............................
St. Luke’s •* ..............................
St. John’s “ ..............................
St. George’s “ ..............................
St. Paul’s “ ..............................
St. Matthew’s “............... .................
Brunswick Street Methodist Church
North Baptist Church .......................
African Baptist “ ......................
Garrison Chapel..................................
St Andrew’s Church........................
Fort Massey 
Bishop’s Chapel
St. Mark’s Church.................
Church of the Redeemer.......
Chalmers Church...................
Charles Street Church...........
Granville Street Church..........
Grafton Street Church...........
Zion Church.......................
St. James Church, Dartmouth 
St. Peter’s
Presbyterian Church, Bedford
St. Matthias’ Mission.............
Third Baptist Church..............

f
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168 79 
34 25 
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No. of patients visited at their homes and
to at Dispensary.................

Consultations and visits......... ........................
Prescriptions.....................
Teeth extracted...........

attended
693
200
761
729

tin. diMtaïTîf ir*Ti|dT> 0f th° faithful and «n-en.il-
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S W“by an i-terest in this 

wont assist by their spare means he special obiects
of the Dispensary. Its history palpably shows J the 
necessrty for and value of such an instiution in a city like 
Halifax a seaport and centre of business and 
madequatoly provided with Hospital accommodatio^ for
thf n! cxtraneo"8 claims entailed at times upon it. Close 
the Dispensary, where a patient ccsts, on an averL s xtv
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and steady regard for the Dispensary and its success, lie has 
in his will bequeathed to it an endowment of five hundred 
dollars, the iucoine from which is to be paid annually toward 
the support of this charity. His name will thus appear 
annually in the list of contributors, though he himself has 
passed away. Such an act of thoughtful liberality suggests 
the formation of an Endowment Fund for the general or 
special objects of the Dispensary. Who will be the first to 
tollow the example above named 1 The premises are now 
clear of debt, and everything in good working order wait­
ing tor suoli investments as will ensure permanency.

The Directors close their îeport with thankful acknow­
ledgements to all friends. To the city press for frequent 
favours, kindly notices and comments ; to the clergy for 
their valuable services ; to tl e executors of Mr. Smith for 
prompt payment of the legacy ; to all contributors, including 
a special donation by Messrs. N. Sarro Sons, and to the 
Halifax Association for Aiding the Poor, for their offer of 
further assistance toward the institution.
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W. C. SIIAER, President.
W. H. WISWELL, Secretary.

The adoption of this report was moved by Rev. F. R.
Murray and Rev. Canon Partridge and 'uuanimouslv 
passed. v

The succeeding Reports 
unanimously.
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MEDICAL REPORT.0
l-

r The following brief statistics represent the total work 
by the entire Dispensary Staff during the vear 1884
comparison being also made with similar satisfies for 
1883.
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1 )eaths.
THE OUTDOOR STAFF.

Doctor. Patients. Visits. 
Trenaman,
Lindsay,
Marshall,
La them,

201 7G0
1.868
2,553
1,445

District.
South........
Central ... 
1st North 
2nd North

GENERAL SUMMARY.
1883 1884.

3,693
12,200
14,761

No. Patients Treated ....
Visits and Consultations 
Prescriptions Dispensed
Teeth extracted ................
Deaths..................................

To this total the different departments have contributed as 
follows :

1,011

780 729
62 65

Total. 1,337
From the above it will be seen that the work done during 

the past year has been beyond the average, although the 
figures are not quite so high as in the statistics of 1883. 
This is chiefly due to the fact that the past year has been on 
the whole a very healthy one. The epidemic wave of acute 
dysentery, which passed over the the city in lt>82, 
scarcely reappeared in 1883, and during the last year the 
number of cases of this disease was reduced still further, to 
less than one-third of that of the year before, and only 
one death is attributable to this cause.

Even the ordinary summer diarrhoea among children

6,626 59

Total 2,001 3,708

THE INDOOR STAFF.

Department. 
Medical,......

Doctor. Patients. Consultations.
Somers,
Rigby,

Women and Children ...McFatridge, 520

1,069 2,103
Surgical 412 802

803
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F rom the Dartmouth District Dr. Cuuuin 
following report :

Patients..........................................................
Visits...............................................................
Consultations................................................

the
THE DARTMOUTH BRANCH.

11

was less prevalent last year than in 1883. 
ing to the Dispensary statistics, which include Dartmouth 
as well as the city, there were only 104 cases in 1884, while 
in 1883 the number reported was 151. The fact that 
diphtheria and typhoid still cling to the Hats and hollows in 
the northern and southern districts, while the hilly central 
district is almost free of both, indicates that the drainage 
and general sanitary conditions of these portions of the 
city require more careful investigation than can be given 
even by paid police inspection.

Accord-

Teeth extracted 
1 >eat hs.................

72
6

THE PRESCRIPTION AND DENTAL DEPARTMENT.

The gentleman in charge of this department continues to 
perform his duties in his usual satisfactory manner- The 
total number of prescriptions dispensed by him has amount­
ed to 14,751. As compared with the previous year there 
has been an increase of nearly 100, so that there has been 
no falling off allowed in his department, at any rate, 13,802 
of these péremptions were by order of the acting physicians 
in the city ; 761 were for the Dartmouth branch and 198 
were for the consul I ing and other physicians. The Medical 
Board would again call the attention of the Directors to the 
increasing demand which exists for some means being pro­
vided for the conveyance of sick and injured persons to the 
City Hospital. An ambulance has become an absolute 
necessity.

C. D. RIGBY, President.
A. W. H. LINDSAY, Secretary.
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CLASSIFICATION; <>K DISEASES.

Her

Hyd1Croup.........................
Cystitis......................
Dacryocystitis...........
Debility........................
Delirium tremens ...

Abortion...............
Abscess..................
Acne......................
Adenitis................
Alcoholism...........
Alopecia...............
AmbU'tio...............
Amenorrhoea ....
Anaemia............
Aneurism..........
Ani prolapsus ..
Anorexia...........
Aphasia............
Aphonia............
Aphthae............
Arthritis............
Asthma.............
Ataxia locomotor.. ..
Balanitis.....................
Bite of Dog................
Bright’s Disease .. ..
Bronchitis..................
Bubo...........................
Bullae.........................
Bursitis......................
Cancer........................

“ of uterus .. .. 
Cardiac Diseases .. ..
Catarrh......................

“ gastric...........
Cephalalgia..............
Cerelral concussion ..
Cervicitis....................
Chlorosis.....................
Chorea........................
Colic...........................

" hepatic...............
“ renal..................

Conjunctivitis...........
Constipation..............
Contusion...................
Convulsions..............
Cornea ulcer of.........

Hyd
Hyt
z
Ictei
Imp
lnan
Inflt
Inju
Insa
Ineo
Lari
Lepi
Lem
Litl.
Lune
Lyre
Masl
Meli
Men

119
1 .5 .

lîü7 ■
2 ..

13 13 .. 
40 48 10 
19 1 ..
2 4 .

«7 28
Dentition.. . ..
Diarrhea»..........

30 .. Diphtheria ... . 
127 12 1 lislocation .. ..

Dropsy.......
.. Dysentery .. . 
.. Dysmenorrhea»
.. Dyspepsia.........
.. Drowning .......
.. Dysuria..........

Eczema............

2 .
«

58
r-i
o

31
l .l .

impetiginodes
1Ecthyma....................

................ Emesis........................

.. 3 .. Elephantiasis...........
5 2 Emphysema...............

136 306 Id Enuresis.....................
.. .. Epilepsy.....................
.. .. Epistaxis....................

.. Erysipelas..................
.. .. ; Erythema...................

.. .. | Febricula.. ..............
1 5 .. Fever intermittent ..
.. 17 .. | “ typhoid...........

.. .. Foreign bodies removed 22 .. .
14 .. Fractures..................

1 .. Furunculus................
.. .. Gastral gia.................

................ Gastric ulcer.............

.. 7 .. Gelat.io.........................
25 1 .. Goitre......................

. “ Exophthalmic.

. Gonorrhoea................
Htemoptysis..............

7 Haemorrhoids............
. Hemiplegia . . ....

Hepatic conge-tion
1 1 Hernia......................

4
»

19 ..
6 . Men 

Men 
IV oil 
Mor 
Mori 
My a 
Neci 
Neu 
Neu 
Nil.!
Odoi
Ona
Oph
Orel
Otiti
Ovai
Pars

18
2 .

14 10 ..
1
9
1 .. . 

18 ..

>. 1 13 
r 3 2

2 43-1
‘ i ..

2 r4 - 1
.. 1 '..
2l ..

41 ..
11
76 Pars

Pars
Parc

I

2 .5
1 ..
4 . .

10

• rc •

T
• w

• M 
•

ri 
r:

Th
u 

tin
o;

 w «
 is

i • 
**

 w
* •

• Ind
oo

r
• m

V
I l 

V
: t

c M
 rf

a •
•<
1 H

-‘ ~
O

C •
( >

ut
do

or

• u- K
c

N

• a
D

ar
tm

.

x

tc
 \z

; Ind
oo

r.
w

' i—
*

bD
 M

 ^ 
bO

• c*.
X

o •
 ^5 O

ut
do

or



Parotitis.....................
Parturition...............
Pericarditis...............

! Perineum, ruptured .. 
Pemphigus
Pe»imetritis..............
Periostitis.................

I Peritonitis.................
Perityphilitis.............
Pernio........................
Pertussis.....................
Pharyngitis..............
Phlebitis.....................

, Phthisis.....................
j Phymosis...................
! Pityriasis...................
, Pleuritis....................
Pleurodynia..............
Pneumonia.................
Polypus Nasi.............
Porngo......................
Pregnancy, disorders. 
Prostatic hypertrophy
Prostatitis..................
Prurigo......................
Psoriasis.....................
Purpura.....................
Ranula.......................
Rheumatism..............

i Rachitis.....................
Scabies........................
Scarlatina.................
Sciatica......................
Scrofula.....................
Senectus.....................
Spermatorrhoea .. ..
Spinal Caries...........
Sprains and Strains..
Stomatitis".................
Stricture (Esophageal 
Stricture Urethral

! Sycosis.......................
Synovitis....................

! Syphilis....... .........
! Tabes dorsalis.............

I- Herpes
Zoster..............

Hydrocele...................
Hydrocephalus.........
Hyper lactation.........
Hyimchondriasis .. ..
Hysteria....................
Icterus ......................
Impetigo...................
Inanition....................
Influenza....................
Injuries and wounds .
Insanity....................
Insomnia....................
Laryngitis.................
Lepra ... '..................
Lencorrhcea...............
Lithiasis....................
Lumbago....................
Lymphangitis...........
Mastitis.....................
Melancholia...............
Meningitis

:

»

:t
«

o

2

6

4

4
1

tubercular.
Menopause................
Menorrhagia.............
K* ollities ossium .. ..
Morbus coxæ.............
Morbilli.....................
Myalgia......................
Necrosis......................
Neuralgia ................
Neurosis........ * ....
Nipples fissured.........
Odontalgia................
Onanism....................
Ophthalmia...............
Orchitis.....................
Otitis.........................
Ovaritis......................
Paralysis................

“ agitans

2

1
1
1

1

7
2
3 Parametritis............

Paraphymosis.........
Paronychia.............
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Væx ............
Verrucas....
Vermes.......
Vulvitis.......
No diagnosis

i
CASKS UNTREATED,

Wrong address ...
Able to come......
Able to pay.........
Unsuitable...........
Doctor in attendance. 11

I Sent to Hospital....... 24
Sent to Poor House...
Transferred................
Dismissed insubordinate ...

37
33
13

2

Tabes mesenteries ..
Talipes varus.............
Tinea capitis.............

“ tonsurans ....
Torticollis.................
Tongue tie................
Tonsils hypertrophy of
Tonsillitis.................
Tumour ...............
Ulcer.........................
Urine retention of....
Urticaria . ...............
Uteri myoma..........

“ subinvolutio ..
“ prolapsus ....

Uvula relaxed..........
Vaginitis...................
Varicella...................

DEATHS.

Diseases.

Bright’s Diseases........
Bronchitis Acute........
Cancer of Uterus.......
Cardiac Diseases........
Cystitus Acute...........
Diarrhoea.....................
Diphtheria...................
Dysentery....................
Fever Typhoid............
Icterus.........................
Meningitis Tubercular
Morbilli.......................
Phthisis........................
Pneumonia.................. .
Senectus.......................
Tabes Mesenterica......

Total in each District

Total in all Districts
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EYE AND EAR DEPARTMENT.
The report herein submitted, and the classified list of 

diseases annexed, give a summary of the work in the Eye 
and Ear Department for the year 1884. Taking the whole 
year's work into account, it has been the most satisfactory 
in its results of any year since my connection with the 
Dispensary, as the proportion of recoveries has been larger. 
This fact is owing to a greater readiness on the part of the 
applicants to seek relief. There were 120 cases of eye 
disease and 45 of affections of the ear. The number of the 
latter was greater in proportion than in any previous year. 
Two cases were presented which could have been treated at 
the right time with every prospect of success, but they had 
been so shamefully neglected that the eyes were disorganized 
when they were brought to the Dispensary. The trans­
parent part of the front of the eye was in a state of “slough," 
or actual death, when first seen. They were b'oth infants 
of a few weeks old. Two other cases of the same disease 
were presented, and they fully recovered with good sight. 
I have, on a former occasion, referred to such cases, and as 
they illustrate two evils amongst us, I desire to direct special 
attention to them with a view to their removal.

One of the cases referred to belonged to the wife of a soldier 
who had been married without leave but a short time before. 
He was ordered away, and the mother had to get along as best 
she could. She was a comparative stronger in the city, hav­
ing come from the country, was young and ignorant, and 
actually needed a mother’s protection instead of having to 
provide for herself and a blind child. Patients of this class 
constitute no inconsiderable portion of the work in the 
Dispensary, as they are often met with in the other depart­
ments. How can ' it be otherwise when a woman is left 
with one or two and sometimes three children to maintain 
besides herself î I would most respectfully, but with all 
earnestness ask, is there a clergyman in Halifax who woi Id 
be willing to perform the marriage ceremony under these

»
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conditions when he becomes cognizant of the fact that he 
is thereby abetting a state of society which is, to speak 
mildly, a caricature of the marriage relation 1 Such facts 
cannot be gathered in the study ; but those who have much 
to do with the poor know whatT have said is true. The 
remedy is simple, and can be readily applied by those who 

virtually responsible for this anomaly. Let the clerical 
duties of the army be performed by those who are duly 
authorized to attend to it.

The other case was the child of a poor girl, who was at 
service in order to earn money to clothe herself and pay for 
having the child kept by the woman who brought the in­
fant to the Dispensary. It was ten weeks old, and was 
said to have had sore eyes ever since its birth. It 
had to be brought from an adjoining street—a neighbor­
hood rich in Dispensary material. This was by no means 
the only instance of “ baby farming " met with in my 
department during the year. The consequences of neglect 
in another case were not of so revolting and painful a 
character, as the child had a different disease. These 
patients are generally unsatisfactory to treat; first, from 
the delay before applying for treatment, and secondly, 
from the irregular attendance afterward. The persons who 
undertake the care of these children are often unable to 
maintain themselves decently, and hope to make a living 
by pretending to care for these unfortunate ones. Seldom 
do these children live, as it becomes a question of the 

survival of the fittest,” since only the most robust can en­
dure the ordeal of improper and often insufficient food. 
In the Infants’ Home they could be properly cared for and 
have a fair chance of life. Such neglect as I have referred 
to is criminal, and if the S. P. C. Society were to prosecute 
such offenders, this abuse would

Mrs. Webber s attention to those patients who were receiv­
ed into the Dispensary for operations was all I could desire.

STEPHEN DODGE, M. D.
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DISEASES OF THE EAR
Abscess, post aural..........
Eczema Auris.................
Inflam, of auditory canal
Impacted wax..................
Polypus............................
Inflam Middle Ear, acute .... 3 

“ acute and perfor 1
“ acute sup......... °
Chronic sup ....... 8

Inflam. of Middle Ear, suppur 
with post aural abscess .... 2 

Catarrh of E. tube ..
Nasal Catarrh.............
Chronic Aural Catarrh 
Tinnitus Aurium........

. 1
3
3
6 3
1 4

1

Total8 45

| Cornea, wound of and I. is
: Lids Granular.................
Iritis...............................
Corneal opacity total ...

partial................
Conjunctivitis from burn

jxiwder......................
Cataract..........................
Cataract immature ......

; Capsular opacity ...
Opacity cl vitreous... 

i Neuro Retinitis.......
Retina,

phy of nerve
Choroiditis..........
Glaucoma...........

simplex..........
Nerve, atrophy of optic
Asthenopia..................
Hypermetropia..............

Total

Neuralgia of supraorbital nerve. 2 
Lid, eczema of ..
Lid, oedema of....
Blepharitis Ciliaris 
Nævus of the I Ad.
Lid, contusion of..
Lach Sac, inflammation of .. .. 2 

Abscess of 
Orbit, malignant disease of..., 1
Ectropion......................
Conjunctivitis acute .. .

‘ suppur... 
Conjunctivitis, chronic .

phlyeten 
Ophtl .nia neonatorum 
Keratitis....................

1
1
4
1
1

2

1
23

6
2
7

. 4
ulcerative............
phlyctenular.............. 21
interstitial....................

Kerato - Iritis..........................
Keratitis from Lime ...............
Cornea, wound of with prolap­

sed Iris

5

1

DISEASES OF THE EYE.ie
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HON. TREASURER’S ACCOUNT
For the Year Ended December 31, 1884.

Halifax Dispensary in acct. with J. F. Kenny, Treasurer.

EXPENDITURE.
Salary of Dispenser and DentU, 12 Months.
Visiting and Attending Physicians do
Secretary, 12 Months .......................................
Drugs and Medicines Account, 12 Months
Fuel and Gas............................ ...
Insurance. 15 Mouths.. ..... ’ ’ ' " ‘
Printing, Advertizing and Stationery............
Repairs and Cleaning, &c............................ ...
Nutrition Fund, (expended this yeai)............
Miscellaneous Expenses.... ;........
Balance, including Endowment J,

Th<
Thi
Mn$500 00 

700 00 
75 00 

678 23 
129 40

J.i
Doi
J. .
Cla
Wr18 75 Bai. 69 86

. 29 55

. 1410

. in 60 
240243

Bu<
S. 1
Jar
W.egacy Fre
A.$4627 92 J. 1RECEIPTS. w.Balance from previous account.......... *iosi R9

Provincial Grant .............................. ................................................... 40000
*■ City Grants, on account «f 1883.............. .. . . ........................... 250 00

“ on account of 1884.....  ......................................... 250 00
Dartmouth Grant................................................. ............................... 60 00
Collected ly Messrs. W & C. Silver. Fuller and Dunbar V..'. 268 50

Z. ISS
Dispensary 8nti<l»,'c.>n«Hon«l,^27ctuS^|!”!14TO 12

Interest on Dp. Receipts.............................................. 19 28
Amount returned on painting. 1883......... 18 50
SpeciaH Contributions—Mrs. Catherine Binney.............................. 10 00

i,‘ N. Sarre & Sons, proceeds Rink Concert 30 00
„ Admiral Sir John Commerell................... 25 00

Robie Uniacke, Esq................................... 10 00
f‘ Hon. Senator Power...................................

J. Scotty Hutton, Esq., portion of col­
lections at services of Deaf Mutes..

Adi
E. :
J. 1
W.
The
M.
Chi
H.
The«
g. ;
w.
Srni
M.
Au$
Wn
Mac

5 00 H.
W

7 00 E. 1
J. I

$4627 92 P. ]
CapJ. F. KENNY, Hon. Treat.Examined and found correct, 

Robt Taylor, )
Wm Dunbar. Auditors. ) 

Halifax, January 13th, 1885.

Rob
R..
Mat
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE HALIFAX VISITING DISPENSARY, 1884.
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A. McDougall and Son, 
A Friervl,
F. C. Elliott,
F D. Corbett,
J F. Phelan,
A. and W. Smith,
W. C. Moir,
Peter Jack,
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