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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

®Ix the autumn of 1867, the present publishers placed in my

hands a large manuscript called the “Life of Audubon,” pre-

ipared by a friend of Mrs. Audubon’s, in New York, chiefly con-

sisting of exfyacts from the diary of the great American

3 . , .
" naturalist. It/ needed careful revision, and was, moreover,

A
3

inordinately long. While I cannot fail expressing my admira-

! tion for the affectionate spirit and intelligent sympathy «with

! which the friendly editor discharged his task, I am bound to

i

say that his literary experience was limited. My business,
therefore, has been sub-editorial rather than editorial. T have
had to cut down what was prolix and unnecessary, and to
connect the whole in some sort of aTunning narrative,—and the
result is a volume equal in bulk to about one-fifth of the
original manuscript. I believe I have omitted nothing of real
interest, but I am of course not rn-s[»nlmildn- in any way for the
fidelity of what is given. The episodes, wherever they occur,

I bave given pretty much in full, as being not only much better
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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

composed than the diary, but fuller of those associations on

which Audubon rests his fame.

In a letter recently received from Mrs. Audubon, and written
after looking over a few of the first sheets, I am called to

account for some remarks of my own. It is the excellent lady’s

belief that because I am “a Scotchman,” 1

underrate her

husband and overrate Wilson. Iam credited with an “inimical

feeling towards Mr. Audubon, whose sentiments of gratitude and

his expressions of them are. beautiful towards all his friends;”
\

and while quite agreeing in that opinion, I cannot help retaining

my doubt whether the publication of these “ expressions” would

gratify the public. Then, again, I have called Audubon vain,

and perhaps a little selfish, and I can perfectly understand how
hard these words may seem to the gentle heart of a loving wife.
Yet t]lt‘)‘ are nevertheless true, and are ||llilt' consistent with
the fact that I admire Audubon hugely, think him a grand and
large-hearted man, and have the greatest possible desire to see

him understood by the public.

But in order to get him understood one must put aside all

domestic partiality, Call Audubon vain, call him in some

things selfish, call him flighty, and inconsequential in his
worldly conduct,—all these qualities are palpable in every page

of the diary. He was handsome, and he knew it; he was

elegant, and he prided himself upon it. He was generous in

most things, but he did not love his rivals. He prattled about
himself like an infant, gloried in his long hair, admired the fine
curve of his nose, thought “blood ” a great thing, and reverenced
the great. Well, happy is the man who has no greater errors
than these.

Audubon was a man nt'j_'n nius, with the courage of a lion and
the simplicity of a child. One scarcely knows which to admire

most—the mighty determination which enabled him to carry
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EDITOR’S PREFACE, vii

out his great work in the face of difficulties so huge, or the
gentle and guileless sweetness with which he thronghout shared
his thoughts and aspirations with his wife and children. He was
more like a child at the mother’s knee, than a husband at the
hearth—so free was the prattle, so thorough the confidence.
Mrs. Audubon appears to have been a wife in every respect
worthy of such a man; willing to sacrifice her personal comfort
at any moment for the furtherance of his great schemes; ever
refdy with kiss and counsel when such were most needed ; never
failing for a moment in her faith that Audubon was destined to
be one of the great workers of the earth.

The man’s heart was restless ; otherwise he would never have
achieved so much. He must wander, he must vagabondize, he
must acquire; he was never quite easy at the hearth. His love
for nature was passionate indeed, pursuing him in all regions,
burning in hin¥ to the last. Among the most touching things in
the diary, are the brief exclamations of joy when something in
the strange city—a flock of wild ducks overhead in London, a
zathering of pigeons on the trees of Paris—reminds him of the

wild life of wood and plain. He was boy-like to the last,

8 clorying most when out of doors. His very vanity and selfish-

e

ness, such as they were, were innocent and boyish—they were
without malice, and savoured more of pique than gall.

Of the work Audubon has done, nothing need be said in praise
here. Even were I competent to discuss his merits as an
ornithologist and ornithological painter, I should be silent, for

thé world has already settlel those merits in full. I may trust

¥ myself, however, to say one word in praise of Audybon as a

8 descriptive writer. Some of his reminiscences of adventure,
some of which are lnnl)]ishwl in this book, seem to me to be
quite as good, in vividness of presentment and careful colouring,

as ;lll}llllll}_{ ' have ever read.
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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

With these fow words of explanation and preface, I may

safely leave this volume to the public. The initiated will findf#

much quite novel matter, and general readers will discoverf
I

plenty of amusing incidents and exciting adventures,

London, October 1st, 1868,

The portrait on the

himself whilst residing

arrival in England in 1826,

R.B. 8

It bears the-inscription, * Almost happy |”

-
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title-page is taken from a pen-and-ink drawing kindly §

lent by Wm. Reynolds, Esq., of Liverpool. The sketch was made by Audubon §

in the house of Mr. Rathbone, shortly after his first ]
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CHAPTER 1.
wy | o v
P INTRODUCTION—THE AUbpUBON GENEALOGY.*
Sl'iE name of Audubon is of French origin; it is extremely
Ware, and while confined in America to the family of the
S turalist, has in France been traced only among his ancestry.
a3 9 . . .

A ulubon has told us all that he knew of his relations. He writes :

“John Audubon my grandfather was born at the small village

S{ Sable d’Olonue, in La Vendée, with a small harbour, forty-
ive miles south from Nantes. He was a poor fisherman with a

i/

Bumerous family, twenty-one of whom grew to maturity. There
Mvas but one boy besides my father, he being the twentieth born,
' and the ounly one of the numerous family who lived to a con-
Widerable age. In subsequent years, when I visited Sable
81 Olonne, the old inhabitants told me that they had seen the
.«' vhole of this family, including both parents, at church several
-, imes on Sunday.”
' The father of the naturalist appears to have caught at an
Wearly age the restless spirit of his times, and he¢s father, who
saw in it the only hope the youth had of obtaining distinction,
Bencouraged his love of adventure. He himself says of his start
‘in life: “Wlhen I was twelve years of age my father provided
* The first five or six chapters are merely the preliminary to the series of

@cpisodes which follow, and are marked by none of the restless motion and

WLrichit colour of the naturalist’s life. Still, they will be acceptable to those

)

@whonm Audubon interests personally.—R. B.
. ’
.

o
)




2 LIFE OF AUDUBON.

me with a shirt, a dress of warm clothing, lis blessing, and
cane, and sent me out to seek my fortune.”

The youth went to Nantes, and falling in with the captain o
a vessel bound on a fishing voyage to the coast of America, h
shipped on board as a boy before the mast. He continued aff
sea, and by the age of seventeen was rated as an able-bodied
seaman. At twenty-one he commanded a vessel, and at twenty§
five he was owner and captain of a small craft. Purchasing
other vessels, the enterprising adventurer sailed with his littld
fleet to the West

fortune

Indies. He reached St. Domingo, and therd
After a
The prosperity of St. Domingo,
already French, so influenced the mariner’s fortunes, that i

dawned upon him. few more voyages he

purchased a small estate.
ten years he realised a considerable fortune. Obtaining anf§
appointment from the governor of St. Domingo, he returned

to France, and in his official capacity became intimate with§

v

influential men connécted with the government of the Iirst$

Ewpire. Through their good offices he obtained an appoint-§
ment in the Imperial navy and the command of a small vessel®

of war. A warm sympathy with the. changes

revolution, and an idolatrous worship of Napoleon, must have§

contributed greatly to his success.

While resident in France he purchased a beautiful estate on 4
the Loiré, nine miles from Nantes;—there, after a life of re-S8

markable vicissitude, the old sailor died, in 1818, at the great
age of ll]‘lli‘(’\'-li\'l‘. l'l';_'l‘l‘lto'«l, as he deserved to be, on account
of his simplicity of manners and perfect sense of honesty.
Our Audubon has described his father as a man of good
proportions, measuring five feet ten inches in height, having
a hardy constitution and the a His
manners, it is asserted, were most polished, and his natural

gility of a wild cat.

$ o4

gifts improved by -self-education. He had a warm and even
violent temper, described as rising at times into “the blast of a
Wihile residing in the West

Indies, he frequently visited North America, and with some fore-

hurricane,” but readily appeased.

sight made purchases of land in the French colony of Louisiana,
in Virginia, and Penngylvania. In one of his American visits h

met and married in/ Louisiana a lady of Spanish extraction,

whose beaut
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PURCHASE OF MILL GROVE, 3

whose beauty and wealth may have made her equally attractive.
A family of three sons and one daughter blessed this union, and

1z, and o
:aptain of@the subject of this biographical sketch was the youngest of the
sons.  Soon after his birth Madame Auwdubon accompanied her
husband to the estate of Aux Cayes in the island of St. Domingo,

erica, h
finued atf

le-bodicd@and there miscrably perished during the memorable rising of the

t twentySneero population.

wrchasing®@ The black revolt so endangered the property of the foreigners
his littld}

nd therd

resident in St. Domingo, that the plate and money belonging to

he Audubon family had to be carried away to New Orleans by

rages helthe more faithful of their servants. Returning to France with

)omingo Shis family, the elder Audubon again married, left his young son,

that in@he future naturalist, under charge of his second wife, and re-
urned to the United States, in the employment of the French

ining auf

returned @-overnment, as an officer in the Imperial navy. While there he

ate with@@became attached to the army under Lafayette. Moving hither

%

he Iirs nd thither under various changes, he seldom or never communi-

appoint-Scated with his boy ; but meanwhile the property which remained
11 vessclS8to him in St. Domingo was greatly augmenting in value. During
by the/ 8 visit paid to Penusylvania, the restless Frenchman purchased
1st have@the farm of Mill Grove on the Perkiominy Creek, near the
schuylkil Falls. Finally, after a life of restless adventure, he
state onj@returned to France and filled a post in the Marine ; apd aftcr
e of re-i8 spending some portion of his years at Rochefort, retired to his
e great 3 state on the Loire. This estate was left l"\' Commodore Audubon
account o his son John James, who conveyed it to his sister without even
wnesty. Slvisiting the domain he so generously willed away.
f gtunl -
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1 LIFE OF AUDUBON,

CHAPTER IL
Tue NAaTurALsT's CHILDHOOD—HIS FirsT VISIT TO AMERICA.

THE naturalist was born in Louisiana, and his earliest recollec-

tions are associated with lying among the flowers of that fertile :

land, sheltered by the orange trees, and watching the move-
ments of the mocking-bird, ““the king of song,” dear to him in
after life from many associations. He has remarked that his
earliest impressions of nature were exceedingly vivid; the
beauties of natural scenery stirred “a frenzy ” in his blood, and at
the earliest age the bent of his future studies were indicated by
many characteristic traits. He appears to have left Louisiana |
while but ‘a child, and gone to St. Domingo, where he resided
for a short period, previous to his departure for France, where
his education was to be commenced.

His life in France extend to
his home in the central district of the city of Nantes, and a
fact he remembered well was being attended l»_\' two negro
servants sent home from India by his father.

of his life in Nantes as joyous in the extreme.

earliest recollections of his

child in every whim, and indulged him in every luxury.
future naturalist, the

to roots and fruits, and even scantier fare, was
indulged with a “carte

The
who In recesses  of American forests

was live on
blanche” on all the confectionery

S]l()lh in the \'i“uj_;‘ﬂ‘ where his summer months were ll:l.\\v'l,
and he speaks of the kinduesses of his stepmother as over-

whelming.  His father had less weakness, ordered the boy

His .\'h'l)-
mother, being without any children of her own, humoured the

i
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SCHOOL DAYS.

at home. 'The elder Audubon had known too many changes
of fortune to believe in the fickle goddess; and notwithstand-
ing his wife’s tears and entreaties, determining to educate his son
thoroughly, as the safest inheritance he could leave him, he sent
the young gentléman straightway to school. Audubon laments
that education in France was but miserably attended to during
the years that succeeded the great political convulsions. Military
education had usurped all the care of the First Empire, and the
wants of the civil population were but sparingly heeded. His
father, from natural predilections, was desirous that the boy
should become a sailor, a cadet in the French navy, or an
engineer ; and with these views before him, he decided on the
course of study his son should follow. Mathematics, drawing,
geography, fencing, and music, were among the branches
of education preseribed; it being evident that a complex
course of instruction was not among the misapprehensions the
old sailor’s professional prejudices had nurtured. Audubon
had, for music-master, an adept who taught him to play adroitly
upon the violin, flute, flageolet, and guitar. For drawing-
master, he had David, the chief inventor and worshipper of the
abominations which smothered the aspirations of French artists
during the revolutionary generation. Nevertheless it was to
David that Audubon owed his earliest lessons in tracing
objects of matural history, and the mannerism of the great
French artist may still be traced in certain pedantries dis-
cernible in Audubon’s style of drawing. Audubon was, more-
over, a proficient in dancing,—an accomplishment which in after
yvears he had more opportunities of practising among bears than
amone men,

Influenced by the military fever of his time, he dreamed in
his school days of being a soldier; but happily ffor natural
science his adventurous spirit found another outlet.  Fortunately
his instruction was under the practical guidance of his mother,
and large scope was allowed him for indulging in nest-hunting
propensities. Supplied with a haversack of provisions, he made
frequent excursions into the country, and usually returned loaded
with ohjects of natural history, birds’ nests, birds’ eggs, specimens

of moss, curious stones, and other objects attractive to his eve.

S~

Ta» o
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LIFE OF AUDUBON,

When the old sailor returned from sea he was astonished at
the large collection his boy had made, paid him some compli-

ments on his good taste, and asked what progress he had made §

in his other studies. No satisfactory reply being given, he

retired without reproach, but, evidently mortified at the idleners ,

of the young naturalist, seemed to turn his attention towards
his daughter, whose musical attainments had been successfully
cultivated.

started for Rochefort, where the elder held some appointment. |§
The journey occupied four days, and the pair did not exchange §

one unnecessary word during the journey.
residence, the father explained that he himself would super-
intend his son’s education; gave the boy liberty for one day to
survey the ships of war and the fortifications, and warned him

Reaching his official |

that on the morrow a severe course of study should be com- !

menced. And commence it did accordingly.

More than a year was spent in the close study of mathematics ;
though whehever opportunity occurred the severer study was
neglected for rambles after objects of natural history, and the
collection of more specimens. At Nantes, Audubon actually
beean to draw sketches of I'rench birds,—a work he continued
with such assiduity that he completed two hundred specimens.

His father was desirous that he should join the armies
of Napoleon, and win fame by following the French eagles.
Warfare, however, had ceased to be a passion of the vouth, and
he was sent out to America to superintend his father’s pro-
perties. He has recorled in affecting language his regret at
leaving behind him the country where he had spent his boy-
hood, the friends upon whose affections he relied, the associations
that had been endeared to him. “Wlile the breeze wafted along
the great ship, hours were spent in deep sorrow or melancholy
musings.”

“On landine at New York 1 (‘;lll;‘]lt the )‘1'llt»\\' fever, I'_\'
walking to the bank in Greenwich Street to cash my letters
of eredit.”  Captain John Smith, whose name is gratefully
recorded, took compassion on the young emigrant, removed
him to Morristown, and placed him under the care of two
Quaker ladics at a Dboarding-house, and to the kindness of
these ladieos his life.
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INTRODUCTION TO HIS WIFE.

[r. Fisher, of Philadelphia, knowing his condition, went with
his carriage to his lodging, and drove the invalid to his villa,
situated at some distance from the city on the road to Trenton.
Mr. Fisher was a Quaker, and a strict formalist in religious
matters ; did not approve of hunting, and even objected to music.
To the adventurous and romantic youth this home was little
livelier ‘than a prison, and he gladly escaped from it. Mr.
Fisher, at his request, put him in possession of his father's
property of Mill Grove, on the Perkiominy Creek ; and from
the rental paid by the tenant, a Quaker named William Thomas,
the youth found himself supplied with all the funds he needed.

At Mill Grove young Audubon found “a blessed spot.” In
the regularity of the fences, the straight and military exactness
of the avenues, Audubon saw his father’s taste, nay, his very
handiwork. The mill attached to the property was to him a
daily source of enjoyment, and he was delighted with the repose
of the quiet milldam where the pewees were accustomed to
build. * Hunting, fishing, and drawing - occupied my every
moment,” he writes; adding, “cares I knew not, and cared
nothing for them.”

In simple and unaffected language hie relates his introduction
to his wife, the daughter of Mr. Bakewell, an English gentleman
who had purchased the adjoining property. Mr. Bakewell lived
at Fatland Ford, within sicht of Mill Grove, but Audubon had
avoided the family, as English and objectionable ta one who had
been nurtured with hatred to  perfidious Albion.” The very

name of Englishman was odious to him, he tells us; and even
after his neighbour had called upon him, he was uneivil ¢nough
to postpone his advances in return. Mrs. Thomas, the tenant’s
wite at Mill Grove, with a woman’s desire to sce what the issue
might be, urged her young master to visit the Bakewell family ;
but the more he was urged his lieart appeared to be the more
hardened against the stranger.
The winter's frosts had set in.  Audubon was following some
crouse down the ereek, when suddenly he came upon Mr. Balke-
well, who at once dissipated the Frenchman’s prejudices by the
discovery of kindred tastes. Audubon writes: “I was struck
with the kind politeness of his manners, and found him a most

expert marksman, and entered into conversation. I admired

@
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LIFE OF AUDUBON.

the beauty of his well-trained dogs, and finally promised to call

upon him and his family. Well do [ recollect the morning,

and may’it please God that I may never forget it, when, for the

first time, I entered the Bakewell household. Tt happened that §
Mr. Bakewell was from home. 1 was shown into a parlour, where §
only one young lady was snugly seated at work, with her back §
turned towards the fire. She rose on my entrance, offered me a 1
seat, and assured me of the gratification her father would feel §
on his return, which, she added with a smile, would be in a few
minutes, as she would”send a servant after him. Other ruddy
cheeks made their appearance, but like spirits
my sight.

gay, vanished from
Talking and working, the young lady who remained §
made. the time pass pleasantly enough, and to me especially so.
[t was she, my dear Lucy Bakewell, who afterwards becamevmy

ASPIRATIOND=
wife and the mother of my children.”

Mr. Bakewell speedily returned, and Lucy attended to the §

A1 Mill Gre
lunch provided before leaving on a shooting expedition. “ Lucy

American U
rose from her seat-a second time, and her form, to which I had

fervid mind.
‘,‘ « Ornitholog
B .0d a descri

before paid little attention, seemed radiant with beauty, and my
heart and eyes followed her every step.
guns

The repast lu'in;: over,
and dogs were provided, and as we left 1 was pleased to its complete
believe that Lucy looked upon me as a not very strange animal. biblical ent:
Bowing to her, I felt 1 knew not why, that I was at least not #8 inlividual.”
indifferent to her.” 4 deseriptions

The acquaintance so pleasantly begun rapidly matured.

MW cive the col
Audubon and Buakewell were often companions in their shooting ™%

’%111“1‘“)11
‘«;l\' :\j_’l'w'»':l“

ay, extrave

excursions, and finally the whole Dakewell family weré invited 38
to Mill Grove. F:
The property of Audubon was separated from Bakewell’s in his jour
plantation by a road leading from Morristown to Pawling’s lovine, fond
Landing, now Pawling’s Bridge,\or about a quarter of a mile
apart; and the result of the friendly relationship established 5

between the two households gave rise to a series of mutual

for lili.\ill.'_"
and amusel

fancies to
signals, chalked on a board and hung out of the window. gatin breeel
The l‘l‘ivlltl\hilb (lq‘vlu‘nt‘d. i finest ruftle
Of course 1 fond of dm

no one failed. to predict the result ; but as a love affuir is chiefly balls and sl

ll\!llll' wl‘ \I

Lucy Bakewell taught English to
Audubom, and received drawing lessons in return,

intrl‘r.\lill)_" to those immediately concerned, we pass on to other
matters.

desire to st
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CHAPTER IIL

-YournruL RECOLLECTIONS—A MARVELLOUS [SCAPE—GLEAMS

oF BArox MUNCHAUSBEN,

At Mill Grove Audubon pored over his idea of a great work on
American Ornithology, until the thought took some shape in his
I'I‘I‘\'itl Illilul‘ 'Hu' \\'Hl‘l( he had [il‘wll:tl‘wl for llimw” linlu\\:h an
“Ornithological Biography,” including an account of the habits
and a description of the birds of America; that work which in
il\'v'u:nl»]vh-wl form Cuvier ]l!‘unmlluwl to be “ The most j;i;_';miiw
biblical enterprise ever undertaken by the enterprise of a sinele
individual.”  However, it was only after his drawings and his
descriptions accumulated upon him that Audubon decided to
oive the collection the form of a scientific work.

Audubon speaks of his life at Mill Grove as being in every
He had ample means for all his wants, was
cay, extravagant, and fond of dress. He rather naively writes
in his journal, “I had no vices; but was thoughtless, pensive,
loving, fond of shooting, fishing, and riding, and had a passion
for raising all sorts of fowls, and which sources of interest
and amusement fully occupied my time. It was one of my
fancies to be ridiculously fond of dress: to hunt in black
satin breeches, wear pumps when shooting, and dress in the
finest ruffled shirts I could obtain from France.” He was also
fond of 1|‘||n'inj:. and musie, und >]\:|ti1|;_". and attended all the
balls and skating parties in his neighbourhood.  Regarding his
life, Audubon gives some hints useful to those who
an abstemious dict.

lllmlw- b‘.
desire to strenethen their constitution by

T - -
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10 LIFE OF AUDUBON.

He says:—“I ate no butcher’s meat, lived chiefly on fruits,
~ vegetables, and fish, and never drank a glass of spirits or wine
" until my wedding day.

health, endurance, and an iron constitution. So strong was

the habit, that I disliked going to dinuer parties, where people |

were expected to indulge in eating and drinking,

and where
often there was not a single dish.to my taste.
for sumptuous entertainments. Piesf*puddings,
or cream was the food I liked best; and many a time was the

dairy of Mrs. Thomas, the tenant’s wife of Mill Grove, robbed of § :
the cream intended to make butter for the Philadelphia market. |

All this while I was fair and rosy as a girl, stron
my age and sex could be, and as active and agile as a buck.

And why, have I often thought, should I not have kept to this
delicious mode of living ?”

Note here a curious incident in connection with his love of

skating and his proficiency as a marksman. Having been

skating down the Perkiominy Creek, he met Miss Bakewell’s
young brother William, and wagered that he would put a
shot through his cap when tossed into the air, while Audubon
was passing full speed.

cap l'i\l'”wl.

The experiment was made, and the
A still more striking incident is thus related :
“Having engaged in a duck-shooting expelition up the
Perkiominy Creek with young DBakewell and some young
friends] it was found that the ice was full of dangerous air-holes.
On our upward journey it was ecasy to avoid accident, but the
return trip was attended with an accident which had nearly
('ru.\‘ml lll}' (';n‘q;r. Jlll]tw'\l. m_\' 1'.~‘<‘;l]n‘ was one nll Hl‘ ill"ullt‘t'i‘y'-
able miracles that occasionally rescues a doomed man from his
fate. The trip was extended too far, and night and darkness
had set in long before we Treached home. 1 led the party
through the dusk with a white handkerchief made fast to a stick,
and we ]ll‘ln'i'wlul like a flock of geese j_"ning'ﬁu their fee “n;:
ground. Watching for air-holes, I generally avoided them ; but
increasing our speed, I suddenly plunged into one, was carried
for some distance by the stream under the ice, and stunned and
choking I was forced up through another air-hole farther down
the stream. I clutched hold of the ice and arreste | my downward

1'1‘41;_'|‘<'><, until my (‘lbllllii\lliHH\ ;ll‘l'i\wl to llvllb nme. \l\ wet

eggs, and milk §

i

T

To this I attribute my continual good §

[ cared nothino B8

g as any one of |

Oy

Jothes had
woat, and s
Unable to 1
onse  chill
rocovered, 0
in from Phi
The quivt
rapted by ¢
gerious to ©
N‘.\'\W'i]. A
from France
enterprise
voung Aud
;ntn'mpt was
ll:lh'l)‘ for 1
union  witl
,\lllhl‘mn ™
from Da Ca
suggested a
a letter of «
With chara
N«‘\\' \'ul'li,
severity of
he.called u
money to ¢
by hinting
) Iu
from a frier
of New Be

after consid

(‘hina.

country hot



INTERFERENCE OF HIS PARTNER,. [ 11

n fruits,
| Or wine

Jothes had to be changed. One lent me a shirt, another a
woat, an1“so apparelledl I resumed my homeward journey.
1al good S Unable to reach Mill Grove, I was taken to Mr. Bakewell’s
mz was @8 onse chilled and bruised. It was three months before I
e people S8, .covered, notwithstanding *n‘ advice of able physicians called
d where § in from 1’]]”2“11‘]})[“31.“ e

The quiet life young Audubon led at Mill Grove was inter-
id milk § rapted by an incident in his life which might have proved '

was the

nothino %

o

S o %

serious to one owning less energy and hardihood than he pos-
bbed of B cossed. A “partuer, tutor, and monitor,” one Da Casta, sent

market. S8 from France by the elder Audubon to prosecute the lead mine
7 one of @ cnterprise at Mill Grove, began to assume an authority over
v buck. g young Audubon which the latter considered unwarranted. An
to this |8 .’.l(ll‘llll)t was made to limit his finances, and Da Casta; unfortu-

nately for himself, went further, and objected to the proposed
love of @8 ynion with Lucy Dakewell, as being an unequal match.

—-w

; been 88 Audubon resented such interference, and (1<?H:ln(l4'1] money
ewell’s from Da Casta to carry him to France. The Franch adventurer s
put a S suovested a voyage to India, but finally agreed torgive Audubon |

idubon 8 4 letter of credit upon an agent named Kanman, in New York.

id the B \Vith characteristic earnestness Audubon walked straight off to
lated : M@ New York, where he arrived in three days, notwithstanding the

p the B8 coverity of a midwinter journey. The day following his arrival
young he-cajled upon Mr. Kanman, who frankly told him he had no
-holes. S8 money to oive him, and further disclosed Da Casta’s treachery

ut the B8 by hinting that Audubon should be seized and shipped for

nearly China.  Furious at this treatment, Audubon procured moncy

neeiv- from a friend, and éngaged a passage on board the brig Hope,
m his @8 of New Bedford, bound for Nantes. He left New York, and

kness S8 after considerable delays, surprised his parents in their quiet

party = country home.
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CHAPTER TV,
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FxgraNing to his father the seandalous conduet of Da Chasta,
voung Audubon prevailed so fur that the traitor was removed
from the position v which ho had been placed with sueh

hasty confidence He had also to request his father's .||'|‘I.v\‘|]

ol has marrmee with Mis lv\lv; Dakewell, and the fatl

her promised

to decide as soon ax he had an answer to

aletter he had written
to M. Bakgwell in Pennsylvania, Settled incthe paternal hous

for a vear, the naturalist gratiticd e oevery fashion his wander

e anstinéts, He o roamed everywhere i the neiehbourhood ol

I waoline, hishin
Ho also

\i'\ cinens

the homeoe,

cand colleeting speeimens ol nutural
history.

ontimued  his

carctul drawines of natural
hastory and stuffed and prepared many hirds and

had cavefully acquired in Ameriea
e two handred drawings of Furopean hivds had D

antmals an art whieh he

[I\AY‘I A\

completed

not

o
aclaet which displayvs marvvellous mduastey, if it does

necessurily imply sound artistie representation of thi
birds dreawn At this Iunuﬂ the tremendous convulsions ol

the rench empire had  culminated - colossal preparations
for a contlict with Russia. - "The conseription threatened every
man capable of bearing arms; and Audubon appeared to believe
that he stood some danger of beme envolled 1 the ceneral

\
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CHASED BY THIE RATTLESNAKE

| s two brothers were already serving in the armies of
Napoleon as ofticers, and it was decided that their junior should
voluntarily join the navy,  After passing what e called “a
3 s I l‘|| ( \.|l|)l||‘||in|| "’ for un :|l>|wrillt|m'lx! HE ) Illill\llilﬂllllll, Ill'
vas ordered to report at Rochefort. Entering upon his dutices in
%llu I'vench marine, he was destihed to make at Teast one <hort
¥ crnise in the serviee of Feance, Before ente l‘ill;' the service he
] made the acquaintance of a young man named Ferdinand
; Rosier, with whom  he had made some |>|n|m\;|| of gomg to
\mericn. On the return . of the vessel in which he acted,
it was proposed that he and Rosier should leave for Ameriea as
partners, under a nine years” engagement. The elder Audubon
obtained Teave of absence for his son; and after passports were
ll!w\nl"l_ the two emicrants left Franee at a ||wl|f-1| when
thonsands would have been glad of Tiberty to follow their foot-
Steps,

I

About two weeks after leavine Franee, a vessel gave chase

e S 0

to the French vessel, L sed her Ir_\ to windward, fired a shot
across her bows, and continued the chase until the captain
of the outward bound was foreed to heave his \||i]. to, and

submit to he boarded by a boat. The cnemy ]»It'\wl to bhe the

SEESOR RSN PPN e, =

|l\|j3|~i| |\[|\‘l|* er Rattl snake, the 12||v¥;li|1 of which was ~~|'H.\

e

8 voxed to find that his prey was an American \r\\A-|,<"||1)lr1"‘

proper papers, and IIA\IH;) the stars and stripes. Unable to

detain the vessel, the l>||\;||'f|f crew determimed at least to
rob the passengers, = They ook pigs and sheep,” writes
Audubon, * and carried away two of our best sailors, 1n \}lih‘ of

the remonstrances of  the captaing and of o member of the

United States Congress, who was a passenger on board, and
was accompanied by an amiable danghter, I'he Rattlesnake
Kept us under her lee; and almost within pistol-shot for a day
and a night, I.lll\.l*'lxlllg the \\xl[n lon money, of which we had a
rreat deal in the runcsprder the ballast, which thougeh partially
removed, l||-‘_\ did ’h;xl o «lu‘l' wmn;:ll to reach the treasure.
'he gold belonging to Rosier and myself 1 put away i a

11
WOoll

stocking under the ship’s cable in the bows of the

ship, where it remained safe until the privateers had departed.

Reaching within thirty iles of Sandy Hook, a fishing-smack

was spoken, which reported that two British frigates lay off

= - e e Y
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14 LIFE OF AUDUBON.

were 1mpressing  American seamen, and that, in fact, they
were even more dangerous to meet than the [ril':ttvs who sailed A

under a ‘letter of marque.” The captain, warned of one dancer, 8
ran into :mulln'l‘.

the entrance, and had fired on an American ship; that they §

‘ ‘ He took liis vessel through Long Island
Sound, and ran it upén a spit in a gale.  Floated off the B8
Adventurous; finally reached New York in safety.” 4
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CHAPTER V.

I'ne INsTINCTS OF THE NATURALIST—I)IFFICULTIES TO BE OVERCOMIE IN
DEricTiNG BIRDS—ARTISTIC ANXIETIES— K NOWLEDGE OF BOoTAN Y—(10ES
to NEwW YOrRK 10 Acquire A KxowrLEbGE oF DB#siNess—Loses MoNey
AND DOES NOT SUCCEED IN HIs PUurpose—DPorrralr oF HiMseLr—
Rerurns 1o MIiLL Grove—Exrepition 1o 1THE WEST,

I'roy the introductory address in the first volume of Audubon’s

“QOrnithological Biography,” published at Edinburgh, in 1834,

many passages may be cited as an exposition of the high

aspirations which stimulated the young naturalist to his task.

These passages may be divided into scientific and artistic, Belong-

ine to the first category are constant references to that thirst for

accurate and complete knowledge regarding wild animals, find

especially birds, their habits, forms, nests, eggs, progeny, places
of breeding, and all that concerned them. But, after all,
Audubon was not at heart a man of science. Heg cathered
much, and speculated little, and was more a ]).1"l<,\\‘xt'?\1|1:|r|
than a ‘philosopher.  In his rough great way he, did; good
service, but his great physical energy, not his mental resources,
was the secret of his success.

His crude artistic instincts inspired him with the desire to
represent, by the aid of pencil, crayon, or paint, the form,
ll]lnn:uv, attitude, and characteristic marks of his feathered
favourites. In \\ullxillj,;‘ towards this end, he laboured to pro-
duce life-like pictures, and frequently with wonderful success.
Strongly impressed with the difticulties of representing in any
e rieet 111'}_1!‘1%' the livine image of the birds he drew, he laboured

e T -
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16 LIFE OF AUDUBON.

arduously at what we may call forcible photographs in colours,
his first aim being fidelity, and his next, artistic beauty. How

much chagrin his failures cost him may be gleamed from the

lamentations he makes over his unsuccessful efforts in the
introductory address referred to above. Regarding the mecans
he adopted to secure a faultless representation of the animals
Le desired to transcribe, he writes:— Patiently and with in-
dustry did I apply myself to study, for although I felt the
impossibility of giving life to my productions, I did not abandon
the idea of representing nature. Many plans were successively
adopted, many masters guided my hand. At the age of seven-
teen, when I returned from France, whither I had gone to
receive the rudiments of my education, my drawings had assumed
a form. David had guided my hand in tracing objects of large
size: eyes and noses belonging to giants and heads of horses,
represented in ancient sculpture, were my models. These,
although fit subjects for men intent on pursuing the higher
branches of art, were immediately laid aside by me. I returned
to the woods of the new world with fresh ardour, and com-
menced a collection of drawings, which I henceforth continued,
and which is now publishing under the title of *The Birds of
America.’”

To resume the narrative of Audubon’s journey back to Mill
Grove. Da Casta was dismissed from his situation, and Audubon
remained his own master. Mr. William Bakewell, the brother
of Lucy, has recorded some interesting particulars of a visit to
Mill Grove at this period. He says:—*“ Audubon took me to
his house, where he and his companion Rosier resided, with
Mrs. Thomas for an attendant. On entering his room, I was
astonished and deligchted to find that it was turned into a
museum. The walls were festooned with all sorts of birds’

eggs, carefully blown out and strung on a thread. The chimney-
piece was covered with stuffed.squirrels, racoons, and opossums ;

and the shelves around were likewise crowded with specimens,

among which were fishes, frogs, snakes, lizards, and other
reptiles. Besides these stuffed varieties, many painfings were
arrayed upon the walls, chiefly of birds. He had great skill in

stuffing and preserving animals of all sorts. He had also a

trick of training dogs with great perfection, of which art his
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LIFE IN NEW YORK. 17

colours, i famous dog Zephyr was a wonderful example. He was an-
. How §lladmirable marksman, an expert swimmer, a clever rider, pos-
rom the llsessed great activity, prodigious strength, and was notable for
in the @lthe elegance of his figure and the beauty of his features, and he
» means {laided nature by a careful attendance to his dress. Besides
animals @llother accomplishments, he was musical, a good fencer, danced
vith in- Sl well, had some acquaintance of legerdemain tricks, worked in
elt the @M hair, and could plait willow-baskets.” He adds further, that
ibandon Audubon once swam across the Schuylkil river with him on his
essively il back, no contemptible feat for a young athlete.

! seven- The naturalist was evidently a nonpareil in the eyes of his
yone to neighbours, and of those who were intimate enough to know his
ssumed § manifold tastes. But Love began to interfere a little with the
f large M gratification of these Bohemian instincts. On expressing his

horses, desire of uniting himself to Miss Bakewell, Audubon was advised
These, by Mr. Bakewell to obtain some knowledge of commercial
higher pursuits before getting married. With this intention, Audubon
turned started for New York, entered the counting-house of Mr. Benjamin
| com- Bakewell, and made rapid progress in his education by losing
tinued, some hundreds of pounds by a bad speculation in indigo.

irds of The leading work done by the imprisoned naturalist was, as

usual, wandering in search of birds and natural curiosities. While
o Mill so engaged he made the acquaintance of Dr. Samuel Mitchel,
dubon one of the leading medical men in New York city, and dis-
rother tinguished as an ethnologist. Dr. Mitchel was one of the

isit to founders of the Lyceum of Natural History, and of the ¢ Medical
me to Repository,” which was the first scientific journal started in the
, with United States. Audubon prepared many specimens for this
I was gentleman, which he believed were finally deposited in the New

nto a York Museum. After a season of probation, during which
birds’ Mr. Bakewell became convinced of the impogsibility of tutoring
nney- [ Audubon into mercantile habits, the naturalist gladly returned
Jums : to Mill Grove. Rosier, who had likewise been recommended

mens, to attempt commerce, lost a considerable sum in an unfortunate
other speculation, and eventually returned to Mill Grove with his
were friend.

ill in Audubon remarks that at this period it took him but a few
Iso a minutes, walking smartly, to pass from one end of New York to
t his another, so sparse was the population at the date of his residence.

o



18 LIFE OF AUDUBON,

He adds, in reference to his absent habits and unsuitability for
business, that he at one time posted without sealing it a letter
containing 8000 dollars. His natural history pursuits in New
York occasioned a disagreeable flavour from his rooms, occasioned
by drying birds’ skins; and was productive of so much annoyance
to his neighbours, that they forwarded a message to him through
a constable, insisting on his abating the nuisance. An excellent
pen and ink sketch of his own appearance at this time has been
left by Andubon. He says: “I measured five feet ten and a
half inches, was of a fair mien, and quite a handsome figure;
large, dark, and rather sunken eyes, light-coloured eyebrows,
aquiline nose, and a fine set of teeth; hair, fine texture and
luxuriant, divided and passing down behind each ear in luxuriant

ringlets as far as the shoulders.” There appears excellent

reason to believe that Audubon quite appreciated his youthful
graces, and, with the naiveté of a simple nature, was not ashamed
to record them.

After returning to Mill Grove, Audubon and his friend Rosier
planned an expedition towards the west, at that time a wild
region thinly populated by a very strange people.
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CHAPTER VL

Aupuson’s MARRIAGE AND JoURNEY TO LoumsviLLe—HIs SeTTLEMENT
THERE AND PLEASANT LiFE—CONTINUANCE OF HIS Pursurrs— WEsT-
ERN HospPrranity—DBusiNess ProspEcTs—REMOVAL or BUSINESS. TO
HENDERSONVILLE—MEETING WITH ALEXANDER WILSON, THE AMERICAN
ORNITHOLOGIST, AND PAI1sLEy Porr.

THE journey of Audubon and Rosier to Kentucky had for its

purpose the discovery of some outlet for the naturalist’s energies,

in the shape of a settled investment, which would permit
of his marriage to Miss Bakewell. In Louisville Audubon de-
termined to remain, and with this\purpose in.view he sold his
plantation of Mill Grove, invested his capital in goods, and pre-
pared to start for the west. His arrangements being complete,
he was married to Miss Bakewell on the 8th of April, 1808, in
her father’s residence at Fatland Ford. Journeying by Pittsburg
the wedded pair reached Louisville with their goods in safety.

From Pittsburg they sailed down the Ohio in a flat-bottomed

float named an ark, and which proved to be an exceedingly

tedigus and primitive mode of travelling. This river voyage

occupied - twelve days, and must have given the mnaturalist
wonderful opportunities of making observations. At Louisville
he commenced trade under favourable auspices, but the hunting

of birds continued to be the ruling passion. His life at this

period, in the company of his young wife, appears to have been

extremely happy, and he writes that he had really reason “to

care for nothing.” The country around Louisville was settled

by planters who were fond of hunting, and among whom he
5
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20 LIFE OF AUDUBON,

found a ready welcome.
continuel.

The shooting and drawing of birds was
His friend Rosier, less fond of rural sports, stuck to
the counter, and, as Audubon phrases it, “grew rich, and that
was all he cared for.” Audubon’s pursuits'appear to have severed
him from the business, which was left to Rosier’s management,
Finally, the war of 1812 imperilled the prosperity of the part.
ners, and what goods remained on hand were shipped to Hender-
sonville, Kentucky, where Rosier remained for some years longer,

before going farther westward in search of the fortune he coveted.
Writing of the kindness shown him by his friends at Louisville,
Audubon relates that when he was absent on business, or “ away

on expeditions,” his wife was carried off to some neighbour’s
house, and taken care of till he returned.

It was at Louisville that Audubon made the acquaintance of
Wilson, the American ornithologist. Wilson, a poor Scottish
rhyme-making weaver, had been driven from Paisley through
his sympathies with the political agitators of that notable
Scottish town; and finding a refuge in the United States, had
turned his attention to ornithivlogy. From the pages of Audu-
bon’s ¢ Ornithological Biography’ it may be interesting to re-
produce an account of the meeting between the two naturalists.
“ One fair morning,” writes Audubon, “1 was surprised by the
sudden entrance into our counting-room at Louisville of Mr.
Alexander Wilson, the celebrated author of the ¢ American
Ornithology,” of whose existence I had never until that moment
been apprized. This happened in March, 1810. How well do I
remember him, as he then walked up to me! His long, rather
hooked nose, the keenness of his eyes, and his prominent cheek-
bones stamped his countenance with a peculiar character. His
dress, too, was of a kind not usually seen in that part of the
country ; a short coat, trousers, and a waistcoat of grey- cloth.
His stature was not above the middle size. He had two volumes
under his arm, and as he approached the table at which I was

working, I thought I discovered something like astonishment in §

his countenance. He, however, immediately proceeded to dis-

close the object of his visit, which was to procure subscriptions |

for his work. He opened his books, explained the nature of his

occupations, and requested my patronage. I felt surprised and

gratified at the sight of his volumes, turned over a few of the
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VISIT OF ALEXANDER WILSON. 21

: ¥ .
irds was plates, and had already taken a pen to write my name in his
stuck to Tavour, when my partner rather abruptly said to me in French,
nd that ¢« My dear Audubon, what induces vou to subseribe to this work ?

severed Your drawings are certainly far better ; and again, yon must know
gement, as much of the habits of American birds as this gentleman.
he part- Whether Mr. Wilson understood IFrench or not, or if the
Hender- suddenness with which I paused, disappointed him, I cannot

longer, tell ; but I clearly perceived that he was not pleased. Vanity

roveted. and the encomiums of my friend prevented me from subscribing.
uisville, Mr. Wilson asked me if I had many drawings of birds. I rose,

r “ away took down a large portfolio, laid it on the table, and showed
‘hbour’s him—as 1 would show you, kind reader, or any other person fond

of such subjects—the whole of the contents, withthe same patience

ance of with which he had shown me his own engravings. His surprise
Scottish appeared great as he told me he never had the most distant
hrough idea that any other individual than himself had been engaged
notable in forming such a collection. He asked me if it was my intention
es, had to publish, and when I answered in the negative, his surprise

Audu- seemed to increase. And, truly, such was not my intention;
to re- for, until long after, when I met the Prince of Musignano in
ralists. Philadélphia, I had not the least idea of presenting the fruits of

by the my labours to the world. Mr. Wilson now examined my drawings
of Mr. with care, asked if I should have any objections to lending him
1erican a few during his stay, to which 1 replied that I had none. He
1oment then bade me good morning, not, however, until I had made an

lldol arrangement to explore the woods in the vicinity along with
rather him, and had promised to procure for him some birds, of which
cheek- I had drawings in my collection, but which he had never seen.

His It happened that he lodged in the same house with us, but his
of the retired habits, I thought, exhibited either a strong feeling of

cloth, B8 discontent or a decided melancholy. The Scotch airs which he
lumes played sweetly on his flute made me melancholy too, and I felt
I was @88 for him. I presented him to my wife and friends, and seeing
ent in that he was all enthusiasm, exerted myself as much as was in
o dis- my power to procure for him the specimens which he wanted.
ptions @8 We hunted together, and obtained birds which he had never
of his before seen; but, reader, I did not subscribe to his work, for,
d and S even at that time, my collection was greater than his. Thinking
f the J that perhaps he might be pleased to publish the results of my
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researches, I offered them to him, merely on condition that what
I had drawn, or might ui't?'\\'m'ds draw and send to him, should
be mentioned in his work ‘as coming from my pencil. I at the
same time offered to open a correspondence with him, which I
thought might prove beneficial to us both. He made no reply
to either proposal, and before many days had elapsed left
Louisville, on his way to New Orleans, little knowing how much
his talents were appreciated in our little town, at least by myself
and my friends.

“Some time ‘elapsed, during which I never heard of him, or
of his work. At length, having occasion to go to Philadelphia,
I, immediately after my arrival there, inquired for him, and
paid him a visit. He was then drawing a white-headed eagle.
He received me with civility, and took me to the exhibition
rooms of Rembrandt Peale, the artist, who had then portrayed
Napoleon crossing the Alps. Mr. Wilson spoke not of birds or
drawings. Feeling, as I was forced to do, that my company
was not agreeable, I parted from him; and after that I never
saw him again. But judge of my astonishment some time after,
when, on reading the thirty-ninth page of the ninth volume of
¢ American Ornithology,” I found in it the following para-
graph:

“¢March 23, 1810.—I bade adieu to Louisville, to which
place I had four letters of ‘recommendation, and was taught to
expect much of everything there; but neither received one act
of civility from those to whom I was recommended, one sub-
scriber, nor one new bird; though I delivered my letters,
ransacked the woods repeatedly, and visited all the characters
likely to subseribe. Science or literature has not one friend in
this place.”” -

The eontrast between the chivalric conduct of Audubon and
Wilson’s narrow spirit are here very marked; but it has to be
borne in mind that, while Audubon was a polished and well-
educated French gentleman, Wilson was a poor weayer, educated
by the aid of his own industry, and suffering from the many
blights that had fallen upon his class in a land where the
amenities of civilization had not done much to soften the
manners of the working classes. Further, this and many other
incidents related by Andubon himself must be taken cum grano
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at what salis. 1f Audubon had one marked fault, it was vanity ; he was
. should a queer compound of Acteon and Narcissus—holding a gun in
[ at-the one hand and flourishing a looking-glass in the other. It was
which | little not to subseribe to Wilson’s book, and it naturally awakened

o reply suspicion. Like all vain men, the Frenchman was not unsel-
ed left fish, as the reader will doubtless discover for himself in the
v much sequel.
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RETURN oF MRrs. AupuBoN To HER FATHER'S HousE—AupuBoN AND RoOSIER
MOVE TO HENDERSONVILLE—DUSINESS

UNREMUNERATIVE— DETERMINE
TO TRY ST. GENEVIEVE ON THE MIssissiPPI—SAIL DOWN THE OHIO AND
DELAY AT CaAsH CrRegk—(Camp

the current, a

“«The ston

OF SHAWNEE INDIANS—WiILD SWAN
BEAR HuUNT, AND VALIANT INDIAN—
Towing up THE MississiPPI—BoAT FRrRozZEN IN—MEETING WITH OSAGE
INDIANS—DESPERATE EFrorT T0 RESCUE THE BoAT FROM ICE—ARRIVAL
AT ST. GENEVIEVE,

SHOOTING WITH INDIANS—A

oround with a
indeed, but

Cumberland
frozen all the

A1 Louisville it was discovered that business was suffering
from over-competition, and no further time was to be lost in
transferring the stock to Hendersonville. Before leaving Louis-
ville to take up his residence at Hendersonville, farther down
the Ohio river, Audubon took his wife and young son back

of wild water
gelves on its |

amused oursel
“«The third
but having d

to her father’s house at Fatland Ford, where they resided for &

Demun, who
year.

St. Genevieve
with floating
our craft, and

Audubon and his partner Rosier arranged their migration/
‘\Q'jth the remaining stock, and entered upon their voyage of
o hundred and twenty miles down the Ohio to llvnllvrsn/ﬁ-

; ville. Arriving at this place, they found the ll«‘i;{hlu»lll']u,u)d

/ thinly inhabited, and \Nn- demand for goods almost limited to
the coarsest material.

against it.
“The creel

and was plen!

The merchants were driven to live upon
. the produce of their guns and fishing-rods.
The clerk employed for the firm had even to assist in supply-

i“g the table, and while he did so Rosier attended to the
business.

and the bare
favourite resc
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The profits on any business done was enormous, but
the sales were so trifling that another change was determined
0i [t was proposed that/the stock in hand should be removed

deer, and mai

“ M. Rosie
-
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VOYAGE TO S1. GENEVIEVE.

to St. Genevieve, a settlement on the Missisgippi river, and

until it was ascertained how the enterprise waul prosper,
Mrs. Audubon should be left at Hendersonville, witly the family

of Dr. Parkin, whogresided in the immediate m'ighl)zﬁr 10od. Of
the adventurous voyage to St. Genevieve, Audubo i’{fivvs this
graphic account :— 1§

“ Putting our goods, which consisted of three hundréqd _barrels
of whisky, sundry dry goods, and powder, on board a keal-boat,
my partner, my clerk, and self departed-in a severe snow-storm.
The boat was new, staunch, and well trimmed, and had a cabin
in her bow. A long steering oar, made of the trunk of a slender
tree, about sixty feet in length, and shaped at its outer extremity
like the fin of a dolphin, helped to steer the boat, while the
four oars from the bow impelled her along, when going with
the current, about five miles an hour.

“The storm we set out in continued, and soon covered the
ground with a wintry sheet. Our first night on board was dijsmal
indeed, but the dawn brought us opposite the mouth of the
Cumberland River. It was evident that the severe cold had
frozen all the neighbouring lgkes and lagoons, because thousands
of wild water-fowl were flying to the river, and settling them-
selves on its borders. We permitted our boat to drift past, and
amused ourselves by firing into flocks of birds.

“The third day we entered Cash Creek, a very small stream,
but having deep water and a good harbour. Here I met Count
Demun, who was also in a boat like ours, and bound also for
St. Genevidve. Here we learned that the Mississippi was covered
with floating ice of a thickness dangerous to the safety of
our craft, and indeed that it was impossible to ascend the river
against it.

“The ereek was full of water, was crowded with wild birds,
and was plentifully supplied with fish. THe large gycamores,
and the bare branches of the trees that fringed the creek, were
favourite resorts of paroquets, which came at night to roost in
their hollow trunks. An agreeable circumstance was an encamp-
ment of about fifty families of Shawnee Indians, attracted to the
spot by the mast of the forest, which brought together herds of

deer, and many bears and racoons.
")N\l\'msim‘. whose only desire was to reach the destination
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and resume trade, was seized with melancholy at the prospe

8 on the opposit
occasioned by the delay.

”t' '>l‘<mtl<‘11 in .\i]wllw‘ over a llll‘h’]ld}

|'u\‘t*l'4‘(l with
\\]Iit'll ll:ltl _'_;’i\"'ll me :‘l't':l( Hl‘i';[\iun l'nl‘ |'(*iui<'i||;',"

their heads s
8 .ir. When tl
journey up the Mississippi, i picturesquely given in his journal |8 these beautifi
and from which the following is extracted :—

" 'l‘ll" .\'Q‘l'nm]

A narrative of Audubon’s stay at Cash Creek, and perilou

. 1 r
& in Burope. ]
morning after our arrival at Cash Creek, while |8

condescended
my eyes to discover whether it was fairly day

[ was straining B .fter a while t
dawn or no, I heard a movement in the Indian camp, and |8
discovered that a canoe, with half a dozen squaws and as many

hunters, was about leaving for Tennessee, |

ing the dead g
to the canoe,
had heard that
there was a large lake opposite to us, where immense flocks of
swans resorted every morning, and asking permission to join

camping grou

walked a whol
in great glee,

them, I seated myself on my haunches in the canoe, well pro-

wondering wh
vided with ammunition and a bottle of whisky, and in a fey

from Swan L
minutes the paddles were at work, swiftly propelling us to th

“«The fires v
(vlllm\il(' shore.

I was not much surprised to see the boat
paddled by the squaws, but T was quite so to see the hunters
stretch’/themselves out and go to sleep.

brar fat made
their feet clos

On landing, the squaws The squaws t
took charge of the canoe, secured if, and went in search of nuts, well satisfied v

«When I a

the camp, I fo

while we gentlemen hunters made the best of our way througl
thick and thin to the, lake.

Its muddy shores were overgrown
with ¢

v close growth of cotton trees, too large to be pushed . during the ni
aside, and too thick to pass througrh except I»_\' ,\qun-t'/,inj; your- :
self at every few steps; and to add to the diffienlty, every few |
rods we came to small nasty lagoons, which one must jump,
leap, or swim, and this not without peril of broken limbs or
drowning.

“ But \\lnm:xkr burst on our view there were the swans

by hundreds, and white as rich cream, either dipping their

deer-skins. S
and made a ¢
wafted to and
time she gave
cerned as if th

“ An Indian

lllil"l' of idlen
black bills in the water, or stretching out one leg on its surface, S8 hunt, they per
or gently floating along. According to the Indian mode of
hunting, we had divided, and approached the lagoon from

different sides.

on enthusiasm
A tall, robust,

The moment our vidette was seen, it seemed as have some spo

if thousands of large, fat, and heavy swans were startled, and as

one of large sl
they made away from him they drew towards the ambush of

B o four startec
death ; for the trees had hunters behind them, whose touch of the S8 o mile from th
could see noth

until we came

trigger would carry destruction among them.  As the first party

fired, the game rose and flew within casy distance of the party



CAMPING AT CASH CREEK.

rospe on the opposite side, when they again fired, and I saw the water
mis]m] B covered with birds floating with their backs downwards, and
their heads sunk iny the water, and their legs kicking in the

verilous 8 4ir.  'When the sps#t was over we counted more than fifty of
journal, B these beautiful birds, whose skins were intended for the ladiés
: in Europe. There were plenty of geese and ducks, but no one

t, while B8 condescended to give them a shot. A conch was sounded, and
tly day B after a while the squaws came dragging the canoe, and collect-
1p, and B ing the dead game, which was taken to the river’s edge, fastened
many & to the canoe, and before dusk we were again landed at our
d that |8 camping ground. I had heard of sportsmen in England who
cks of B walked a whole day, and after firing a pound of powder returned
to join 88 in great glee, bringing one partridge ; and I could not help
Il pro- wondering what they would think of the spoil we were bearing

a feyw from Swan Lake ?
to the 88  «The fires were soof lighted, and a soup of pecan nuts and
+ boat bear fat made and eafen. The hunters stretched themselves with

unters ‘;_ their feet close to ‘the camp-fires, intended to burn all night.
quaws S8 The squaws then began to skin the birds, and I retired, very
[ nuts, B8 well satisfied with my Christmas sport.

rough 8 “When I awoke in the morning and made my rounds through
rrown S the camp, I found a squaw had been delivered of beautiful twins
ushed |8 during the night, and I saw the same squaw at work tanning
your- B8 (eer-skins. She had cut two vines at the roots of opposite trees
y few _. and made a cradle of bark, in which the new-born ones were
jump, B wafted to and fro with a push of her hand, while from tinre to
bs or B time she gave them the breast, and was apparently as uncon-

cerned as if the event Irad not taken place.

wans “ An Indian camp on a‘hunting expedition is by no means a
their & place of idleness, and although the men do little more than

face, S hunt, they perform their task with an industry which borders
le of on enthusiasm. 1 was invited by three hunters to a bear-hunt.
from S8 A tall, robust, well-shaped fellow, assured me that we should
d as 88 lave some sport that day, for he had discovered the haunt of
id as one of large size, and he wanted to meet him face to face; and
h of B o four started to see how he would fulfil his boast. About half
"the [ o wilc from the camp he said/he pereeived his tracks, though 1
and we /p{nnhlmfun through the cane brake

arty S could see nothing;

arty S8 until we came to an immense decaved log. in which he swore
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the bear was, I saw his eye sparkle with joy, his rusty blanket
was thrown off his shoulders, his brawny arms swelled with
blood, as he drew his scalping-knife from his belt with a flourish

which showed that fighting was his delight. He told me to

mount g small sapling, because a bear cannot climb one, while

it can go up a large tree with the nimbleness of a squirrel. The
two other Indians seated themselves at the entrance, and tle
hero went in boldly. All was silent for a fow moments, whey
he came out and said the bear was dead, and I might come
down. The Indians cut a long vine, went into the hollow tree,
fastened it to the animal, and with their united force dragged it
out. [ really thought that this was an exploit.

“Since then I have seen many Indian exploits, which proved
to me their heroism. In Europe or America the white hunter
would have taken his game home and talked about it for weeks,
but these simple people only took off the animal’s skin, hune
the flesh in quarters on the trees, and continued their hunt.
Unable to follow them, I returned to the camp, accompanied by
one Indian, who broke the twigs of the bushes we passed, and
sent back two squaws on the track, who brought the flesh and
skin of the bear to the camp,

“At length the nuts were nearly all gathered, and the game
grew scarce, and the hunters remained most of the day in camp;
and they soon made up their packs, broke up their abodes, put
all on board their canoes, and paddled oft down the Mississippi
for the little prairie on the Arkansas,

a-

“Their example made a stir among the whites, and my imp
tient partner begged me to cross the bend and see if the ice
yet too solid for us to ascend the river.,

was
Accordingly, accompanied
\by two of the crew, I made my way to the Mississippi. ‘The
\‘M'lt'l' was milder, and the ice so sunk as to be scarcely per-
vvﬂ\l»ln', and I pushed up the shore to a point opposite Cape
Girardeau. We hailed the people on the opposite bank, and a

robust yellow man came across, named Loume. e stated that

he was a son of the Spanish governor of Louisiana, and a good

pilnt on the river, and would take our boat up pl'n\i!lwl we had

four good hands, as heghad six. A bargain was soon struck;

their canoe hauled into the woods, some blazes struck

on the
trees, and all started for Cash Creek.
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“The night was spent in making tugs of hides and shaving oars,
and at daylight we left the Creck, glad to be afloat once more
in broader water. Going down the stream to the mouth of the
Ohio was fine sport; indeed, my partner considered the worst
of the journey over; but, alas! when we turned the point, and
met the mighty rush of the Mississippi, running three miles an
hour, and bringing shoals of ice to further impede our progress,
]n‘ ]nnkml on <ln-s]>:lil‘ill;1|_\'. The ImTl‘Hlll nl‘1lvl‘|'1l ﬂlw “llt'H
ashore, and it became the duty of every man ‘to haul the
cordella,” which was a rope fastened to the bow of the boat;
and one man being left on board to steer, the others, laying the
rope over their shoulders, slowly warped the heavy boat and
cargo against the current. We made seven miles that day up
the famous river.  But while I was tugging with my back at
the cordella, I kept my eyes fixed on the forests or the ground,
looking for birds and curious shells. At night we camped on the
saores. Here we made fires, cooked supper, and setting oné
sentinel, the rest went to bed and slept like men who had done
one good day’s work. I slept myself as unconcerned as if I had
been in my own father’s house.

“The next day I was up early, and roused my partner two
hours before sunrise, and we began to move the boat at about
one mile an hour against the current. We had a sail on hoard,
but the wind was ahead, and we made ten miles that day. We
made our fires, and I lay down to sleep again in my buffalo
robes. I'wo more days of similar toil followed, when the weather
became severe, and our patrom ordered us to go into winter
quarters, in the great bend of the Tawapatee Bottom.

“The sorrows of my partner at this dismal event were too
great to be described.  Wrapped in his blanket, like a squirrel
in winter quarters with his tail about his nose, he slept and

dreamed away his time, being seldom seen except at meals.

“There was not a white man’s cabin within twenty miles, and
that over a river we could not cross. We cut down trees and
made a winter camp. * But a new field was opened to me, and I
rambled llll'nll;:}l the ¢|c-o-[1 forests, and soon became :u‘qllul'lltv(l
with the Indian trails and the lakes in the neighbourhood.

The Indians have the instinct or sagacity to discover an en-

campnient of white men almost as quickly as vultures sight the
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d ntil dusk, ¢
an Indian tr

carcass of a dead animal; and I was not long in meeting strol-
ling natives [‘in the woods. They gradually accumulated, and
before a week had passed great numbers of these unfortunat
beings were around us, chiefly Osages and Shawnees. The
former were well-formed, athletic, and robust men, of a noble
aspect, and kept aloof from the others.

d after followin
l 1oft in the 1
§ wheaten loave

n . e C : r O \: \l‘ )
['hey hunted nothing said we wer
but large game, and the few elks and buffaloes that remained in

the chorus, ar
”l(‘ country.

I'he latter had been more in contact with the buffalo robes,

' o e 0 o «The next
whites, were much inferior, and killed opossums and wild tur- I'he n¢

keys for a subsistence.

The Osages being a new race to me, | auffering neitl
went often to their camp, to study their character and habits;
but found much difficulty in becoming acquainted with them.
They spoke no French, and only a few words of English, -and
their general demeanour proved them to be a nobler race. Yet
they were delighted to see me draw, and when I made a tolerable
likeness of one of them with red chalk, they cried out with
astonishment, and laughed excessively.

sgaw to turn u

an hour befo
swiftly in the
dare put out.

and we took 1

ate a little d

fnl'tu\vl)’.
«Whatadi

'l‘llt‘.\' stcod the cold

much better than the Shawnees, and were much more expert
with bows and arrows.

B nicht T wrote
n B 1 that T oa
“The bones we threw around our camp attracted many ?." nek 1lmt~ ©
; . - T8 y roasting
wolves, and afforded us much sport in hunting them. Here I B the “'"‘] n].
S A < . . . . 8 AN ce Jay i1y
passed six weeks pleasantly, investigating the habits of wild e ayi
deer, bears, cougars, racoons, and turkeys, and many—other B Sno% and 1cic
f ) ) ,

animals, and T drew more or less by the side of our great camp- and the wild 1

they allowed 1
“ After a t

running ice.

fire every day; and no one can have an idea of what a

good fire is who has never seen a camp-fire in the woods of
America.

Imagine four or five ash-trees, three feet in diameter
:u&l sixty feet long, cut and piled up, with all their limbs and

branches, ten feet hich, and then a fire kindled on the top with
brush and dry leaves;

obtained, aftei

bags of Indian
the flour to a
our gun barre

and then under the smoke the party lies

down and goes to sleep.

\ ‘ ‘ . L
“Here our bread gave out; and after using the breast of wild

camp, and rea
turkeys for bread, and bear’s grease for butter, and eating

sent the next

opossum and bear’s meat until our stomachs revolted, it was

l:l‘n\"l.\iuns ove
decided that a Kentuckian named Pope, our clerk, and a good

“The river
began to fall,
fell the ice cl
boat afloat to

lll'“:lll men ¢

woodsman, should go with me to the nearest settlement and try
and bring some Indian meal.

On the way we saw a herd of
deer, and turned aside to shoot one:

marked the ||];|('o‘, we

and having done so, and

continned our journey. We walked
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g strol- funtil dusk, and no river appeared.  Just then I noticed
ed, ayd [ op Indian trail, which we supposed led to the river; and
rtunate [ after following it a short distance, entered the camp we had

The 8 left in the morning. My partner, finding that we had no
v noble ¥ wheaten loaves in our hands, and no bags of meal on our backs,

10thing |8 said we were boobies ; the boatmen laughed, the Indians joined
ined iy B the chorus, and we.ate some cold racoon, and stumbled into our

th the B buffalo robes, and were soon enjoying our sleep.
1d tur B “The next day we tried it again, going directly across the bend,
) me, | suffering neither the flocks of turkeys nor the droves of deer we

1abits : saw to turn us aside until we had Cape Girardeau in full sight
them, an hour before the setting of the sun. The ice was running
h, -and @ swiftly in the river, and we hailed in vain, for no small boat
Yot |8 dare put out. An old abandoned log-house stood on our bank,
erable and we took lodgings there for the night; we made a little fire,
with B ate a little dried bear’s meat we had brought, and slept com-

y cold " fortably.
Xpert B “ Whatadifferent life from the one I am leading now ; and that
night T wrote in my journal exactly as I do now; and I recollect

many well that I gathered more information that evening respecting
fere | | the roasting of prairie-hens than I had ever done before or

" wild M since. Daylight returned fair and frosty, the trees covered with
other B snow and icicles, shining like jewels as the sun rose on them;
amp- :‘ and the wild turkeys seemed so dazzled by their brilliancy, that

it o @@ they allowed us to pass under them without flying.
Is of B “After a time we saw a canoe picking its way through the
eter [ running ice. Through the messenger who came in the boat we
and (M obtained, after waiting nearly all day, a barrel of flour, several
with, B bags of Indian meal, and a few loaves of bread. Having rolled
‘lics @ the flour to a safe place, slung the meal in a tree, and thrust
our gun barrels through the loaves of bread, we started for our

will B8 camp, and reached it not long after midnight. Four men were
tine B sent the next morning with axes to make a sledge, and drag the
““'\ : provisions over the snow to the camp.

rood | “The river, which had been constantly slowly rising, now

try 8 began to fall, and prepared new troubles for us; for as the water
1 of B fell the ice clung to the shore, and we were forced to keep the
and § boat afloat to unload the cargo. This, with the help of all the

ked | Indian men and women, took two davs. We then cut large
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trees, and fastened them to the shore above the boat, so as to
secure it from the ice which was accumulating, and to save the
boat from being cut by it.

We were now indeed in winter
quarters, and we made the best of it. The

[ndians made
baskets of cane, Mr. Pope played on the violin, I accompanied
with the flute, the men danced to the tunes, and the squaws
looked on and laughed, and the hunters smoked their pipes with
such serenity as only Indians can, and I never regretted one
day spent there.

“While our time went pleasantly enough, a sudden and
startling catastrophe threatened us without warning. The ice

began to break, and our boat wasin instant danger of being cut
to pieces by the ice-floes, or swamped by their pressure. Roused
from our sleep, we rushed down pell-mell to the bank, as if
attacked by savages, and discovered the ice was breaking up
rapidly. It split with reports like those of heavy artillery ; and|
as the water had suddenly risen from an overflow of the Ohio,

the two streams seemed to rush against each other with violence,
in consequence of which the congealed mass was broken into

large Tragments, some of which rose nearly erect here and
there, and again fell with thundering crash, as the wounded

whale, when in the agonies of death, springs up with furious
force, and again plunges into the foaming waters. To

.

our
surprise, the weather, which in the evening had been calm and
frosty, had become wet and blowy.

The water ‘;'Ihllwl from
the fissures formed in the ice, and the prospect was extremely
dismal.

When day dawned, a spectacle strange and fearful
presented itself: the whole mass of water was violently agitated ;
its covering was broken into small fragments, and although not
a foot of space was without ice, not a step could the most daring
have ventured to make upon it.

Our boat was in imminent
danger, for the trees which had been placed to guard it from

the ice were cut or broken into pieces, and were thrust against
her. It was impossible to move her; but our pilot ordered
every man to bring down great bunches of cane, which were
lashed along her sides; and before these were destroyed by the |
ice, she was afloat, and riding above it.

While we were gazing
on the scene, a tremendous crash was heard, which seemed to

have taken place about a mile below, when suddenly the great (
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ARRIVAL AT ST. GENEVIEVE,

80 as to

dam of ice gave way. The current of the Mississippi had forced
iave the

. its way against that of the Ohio; and in less than four hours
Winter we witnessed the ('nm[)]('lv Ivl'v:llxillg up of the ice.

S made “During that winter the ice was so thick, the patrom said we

1panied might venture to start. The cargo was soon on board, and the
Squaws camp given up to the Indians, after bidding mutual adieus, as
es with when brothers part. The navigation was now of the most

ed one dangerous kind ; the boat was pushed by long poles on the ice,

and against the bottom when it could be touched, and we moved
m  and

extremely slowly. The ice was higher than our heads, and I
'he ice

frequently thought, that if a sudden thaw should take place we

Ing cut should be in great peril; but fortunately all this was escaped,
{oused and we reached safely the famous cape.

, a8 if “But the village was small, and no market for us, and we
ng “I" determined to push up to St. Genevieve, and once. more were in
"5 and) motion between the ice. We arrived in a few days at the
Ohio, grand tower, where an immense rock in the stream makes the
lence, B navigation dangerous. Here we used our cordellas, and with

n into B great difficulty and peril passed it safcly. It was near this
> and B8 famous tower of granite that I first saw the great eagle that 1
anded B8 have named after our good and great General Washington. The
arious weather continued favourable, and we arrived in safety at

) our St. Genevieve, and found a favourable market. Our whisky

n and was especially welcome, and what we had paid twenty-five cents
from a gallon for, brought us two dollars. St. Geneviéve was then an
‘mely old French town, twenty miles below St. Louis, not so large as
sarful
ated ;
h not

aring

e r—

dirty, and I was not half so pleased with the time spent there
as with that spent in the Tawapatee Bottom. Here I met with
the Frenchman who accompanied Lewis and Clark to the
Rocky Mountains. They had just returned, and I was delighted

inent S8 to learn from them many ln;n‘ti"llhll:\' of their interesting
from i journey.”
alnst

ered
were
" the
zing
1 to
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CHAPTER VIII. e my ey
AupupoN FINDS ST, GENEVIEVE UNSUITABLE—RETURN JOURNEY TO HENDER- ]»l‘m'wmlwl f

SONVILLE—TERRIBLE ADVENTURE ON THE PRrRAIRIE—NARROW ESCAPI v mistaken.

SHOOTING d of a small ]
EARTHQUAKES IN KENTUCKY—A 'I'ER-
RIFIED HORSE—A MARRIAGE PARTY IN A PLiGHT—A FRANTIC

FROM ASSASSINATION—REGULATOR LAW 1N TnE WesT—ThE
oF MasoN—LyNcHING A RoGui between it
Docros. ments.

AuDUBON soon discovered that St. Genevieve was no pleasant @8 “1 reach
place to live in. Its population were mostly low-bred French [ asked the ta
Canadians, for whose company, notwithstanding certain national ',_' take shelter
sympathies, he had no liking. He wearied to

be back at | and her dres
Hendersonville beside his young wife.

Rosier got married at St. &  the affirmati
Genevieve, and to him Audubon sold his interest in the business. seated myse
The naturalist purchased a horse, bade adieu to his partner, B8 - notice
to the society of St. Genevieve, and started homeward across the
country. During this journey Audubon met with a terrible ad-

T

was
A between his

rested il"__":lill‘

venture, and made a miraculous escape from impending death. ! and two or t
This episode in Audubon’s life is related by hin¥ in the following W@ he apparent]
words :— / Indians, anc

“On my rrlm' from the upper Mississippi, I found myself |8 approach of
obliged to cross one of the wide prairies, which, in that portion ..'. language no
of the United States, vary the appearance of the country. The 8 that neighbo
weather was fine, all around me was as fresh and blooming as if @8 eves with hi:

it had just issued from the bosom of nature.
gun, and my dog, were all T had for

My ]\'llulm:u-k. my other ; his f:
baggage and company. '8 “The fact
But, although well moccasined, I moved slowly along, attracted

of dischargi
by the brilliancy of the flowers, and the gambols of the fawns

arrow had s
around their dams, to all appearance as thoughtless of danger
as I felt myself.

violence into

" I"«‘\‘lill;f
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TERRIBLE ADVENTURE

“My march was of long duration. I saw the sun sinking
beneath the horizon long before I could perceive any appear-
ance of \\HH(“;IH(]\, :m«l Ilnll)irlf,: in the \ll:l}!“ of man ll:l(l [ met
with that day. The track which T followed was only an old
[ndian trail, and as darkness overshadowed the prairie, I felt
some desire to reach at least a copse, in which I might'lie down
to rest.  The night-hawks were skimmine over and around me,
attracted by the buzzing wings of the beetles which form their
food, and the distant howling of the wolves gave me some hope
that I should soon arrive at the skirts of some woodland.

“T did so, and almost at the same instant a fire-licht attract-
ing my eye, I moved towards it, full of confidence that it
proceeded from the camp of some wandering Indians. 1 was
mistaken. I discovered by its glare that it was from the hearth
of a small log cabin, and that a tall figure passed and repassed
between it and me, as if busily engaged in houschold arrange-
ments.

“I reached the spot, and presenting myself at the door,
asked the tall ficure, which proved to be a woman, if I might
take shelter under her roof for the night? IHer voice was gruff,
and her dress negligently thrown about her. She answered in
the affirmative. I walked in, took a wooden stool, and quietly
seated myself by the fire. The next object that attracted my
notice was a finely-formed young Indian, resting his head
between his ]lilll‘]\. with his elbows on ]li\ lxllﬂ‘\ A Inll;‘ |n>'\\'
rested against the log wall near him, while a quantity of arrows
and two or three racoon skins lay at his feet. He moved not;
he apparently breathed not.  Accustomed to the habits of the
Indians, and knowing that they pay little attention to the
approach of civilized strangers, I addressed him in French, a
language not unfrequently partially known to the people of
that neighbourhood.  He raised his head, pointed tp one of his
eyes with his finger, and gave me a significant glance with the
other ; his face was covered with blood.

“The fact was, that an hour before this, as he was in the act
of discharging an arrow at a racoon in the top of a tree, the
arrow had split upon the cord, and sprung back with suclt
violence into his l'ij_"lll eye as to tlr\tl'u) it for ever.

“Feeling hungry, I inquired what sort of fare 1 might expect.
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Such a thing as a bed was not to he seen, but many larg
untanned In*;ll' and I»llﬂ'.‘lhb lll'llt'.\‘ |:l}' ]li]wl in a corner. | (ll'(‘\\ a
“Hl\‘-]ii"i"‘ from my pocket, and told the woman that it was
late, and that I was fatigned.  She  espied my watch, the
richness of which scemed to operate on her feelings  witl,
electric quickness.  She told me there was plenty of venison
and jerked buffalo meat, and that on removing the ashes |
should find a cake. But my watch had struck her fancy, and
her t'lll'imit)‘ had to be :_"I';l!iihw] l)) an immediate .\i}_flll of it,
I took oft the gold chain which secured it around my neck, and

presented it to her. Sk was all eestasy, spoke of its |)1‘:|11t)',

asked me its valug, an put the chain round her brawny neck,

saying how happy\the possession of &ueh a wateh would make
her. Thoughtless, and, as I fancied myself, in so retired a spot,
secure, I paid little attention to her talk or her movements, |
helped my dog to a good supper of venison, and was not long in
satisfying the demands of my own appetite.

“The Indjan rose from his seat as if in extreme suffering.  He
passed and repasséd me several times, and once pinched me on
the side so violently, that the pain nearly brought forth an
exclamation of anger. 1 looked at him, his eye met mine, but
his look was so forbidding, that it struck a chill into the more
nervous part of my system. He again seated himself, drew his
butcher-knife from its greasy scabbard, examined its edge, as I
would do that of a razor suspected dull, replaced it, and again
taking his tomahawk from his back, filled the pipe of it with
tobacco, and sent me expressive glances whenever our hostess
chanced to have her back towards us,

“Never until that moment had my senses been awakened to
the danger which I now suspected to be about me. I returned
glance for glance to my companion, and rested well assured
that whateyer enemies/ I might have, he was not of their
number,

“ I asked the woman for my watch, wound it up, and under
pretencq of wishing to see how the weather might probably
be on the morrow, took up my gun, and walked out of the
cabin. 1 slipped a ball into each barrel, scraped the edges of my
Hints, renewed the primings, and returning to the hut, gave a
favourable account of my observations. 1 took a few bear-skins,
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NARROW ESCAPE FROM ASSASSINATION,

made a pallet of them, and calling my faithful dog to my side,
lay down, with my gun close to my body, and in a few minutes
was to all appearance fast asleep.

“A short time had elapsed when some voices were heard,
and from the corner of my eyes I saw two athletic youths
making their entrance, bearing a dead stag on a pole. They
disposed of their burden, and asking for whisky, helped them-
selves freely to it.  Observing me and the wounded Indian,

they asked who I was, and why the devil that rascal (meaning

the Indian, who, they knew, understood not a word of English) was
in the house 7 The mother, for so she proved to be, bade them
speak less loudly, made mention of my watch, and took them
to a corner, where a conversation took place, the purport of
which it required little shrewdness in me to guess. 1 tapped
my dog gently, he moved his tail, and with indescribable
pleasure I saw his fine eyes alternately fixed on me and raised
towards the trio i the corner. 1 felt that he perceived danger
in my situation. The Indian exchanged the last -glance with
me.

“'T'he lads had eaten and drunk themselves into such condition
that 1 alveady looked upon them as hors de combat ; and the
1'1'4-11111'111 visits of the \\||i~l\_\‘ bottle to the Ilgl_\' mouth of their
dam, I hoped would soon reduce her to a like state.  Judge of
1y astonishment when I saw this incarnate fiend take a large
carving-knife, and go to the grindstone to whet its edge. |
saw her pour the water on the turning machine, and watched
her working away with the dangerous instrument, until the
cold sweat covered every part of my |u»<l), in 1||'\||it<' of my
determination to defend myself to the last.  Her task finished,
she walked to her reeling sons, and said, ‘There, that’ll soon
settle him ! Boys, kill yon , and then for the watch !’

“I turned, cocked my gun-locks silently, tonched my faithful
companion, and lay ready to start up and shoot the first who
might attempt my life. The moment was fast approaching,
and that night might have been my last in this world, had not
Providence made provision for my reseue.  All was ready.  The
infernal hag was advancing slowly, probably contemplating the
ln st \\u)‘ tll' 111 \l».lll‘]llll‘; ne \\IH|\I |l1 I' SONs >|1<'ll[(l lw tll',"H‘_fi'Kl

with the Indian. 1 was several times on the eve of rising, and
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The door was suddenly opened, and there entered two stout
travellers, .cach with a long rifle on his shoulder. 1 bounced
up on my feet, and making them most heartily welcome, told
them how well it was for me that they should have arrived at
that moment. The tale was told in a minute. The drunken
sons were secured, and the woman, in spite of her defence and
vociferations, shared the same fate. The Indian fairly danced
with joy, and gave us to understand that, as he could not sleep
for, pain, he would watch over us.

You may suppose we slept
much less than we talked.

The two strangers gave me an
account of their once having been themselves in a similar
situation, Day came fair and rosy, and with it the punishment
of our t‘;ll)li\tn\'.

“ '”14'.\‘ were (lllih- sobered. Their feet

were unbound, but
their arms were still securely tied.

We marched them into the
woods off the road, and having used them as Regulators were
wont to use such delinquents, we set fire to the cabin, gave all
the skins and implements to the young Indian warrior, and
lmu'(-ulr"l‘ well 1»11':1\1-11, towards the settlements.”

At the period at which this incident occurred ¢ Regulator
Law” was the high tribunal in the Western States,

A savage
and outcast

]uxlnll;niun fl‘illj:wl the settled territories, and
among these the most dastardly erimes were current.

“ Regu-
lator Law”

was administered by a body of American citizens,
and was akin to a Vigilance Committee in its self-assumed
functions. The punishnfent of felons, who could defy or were
likely to escape-the law of the land, was the special duty of the
Regulators] and the name acquired a terrible significance in the
western wilds. Audubon relates \that a freebooter,
named Mason, frequented Wolf’s Asland in the Mississippi, and

notorious

with a gang of marauders played pirate with impunity in that
river. He stripped the laden barges of all the valuables, stole
horses, and proved himself to be beyond the reach of the law.
A l>:ll'l.\'ﬂf Regulators descended the river, but failed to find him.
Finally, he was shot through the ready wit of one man. This
Regulator met the ruffian in the forest, and, unsuspected, turned
after him and nlnj_:‘”vll his mlt‘|l~. Mason retired to a 4]l|itl dell,
hobbled his horse to prevent it \x"v]linj;.;lln] crept mto a hollow

shooting her on the spot, but she was not to be punishéd thus,
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SHOCK OF AN HARTHQUAKE 39

tree. TTe Regulator went off for assistance to the nearest place,

and returning with armed men, the plunderer was shot down,
and his severedghead was stuck on a pole hard by, to deter
others from followng the same life. The punishment adjudged
by these Regulators was mercifully apportioned to the crimes of
the "\ill]l)l‘l'i: but Audubon relates a I':l!|ln'l‘ gevere sentence
passed upon one who was neither thief nor murderer,

“The culprit,” says Avdubon, “was taken to a place where
nettles were known to grow in great abundance, completely
stripped, and so lashed with them, that although not materially
hurt, he took it as a hint not to be neglected, left the country,
and was never again heard of by any of the party concerned.”

In November, 1812, soon after his father’s return to Hender-
wll\‘i”(*, Audubon’s second son, John \\'mn“lull‘\‘«', was born.
John Woodhouse and his un].\' brother, Victor, were destined to
become companions of their father in his hunting expeditions,
and were afterwards able to assist materially in collecting and
drawing birds for the great work.

A few weeks after Audubon’s return to Hendersonville, the
western section of the state of l(t-lllllt'l\}' and the banks of the
Mississippi suffered from a very severe shock of earthquake. In
the month of November, the naturalist was I‘il“nj_: ;|]<»ll(_' on
horseback, when he heard what he imagined to be the distant
rumbling of a violent tornado. “On which,” says he, ]
~l»lll'l'wl my steed, with a wish to :;lllnll as fast as ]mw”»l.- to
the l"“"" of shelter. But it would not do: the animal knew
better than T what was forthcoming, and instead of going faster,
80 mnearly 4(:1;1»:11. that I remarked he placed one foot after
another on the ground with as much precantion as if walking
on a smooth sheet of ice. T thought he had ~llnlwlvnl_\ foundered,
and, speaking to him, was on the point of dismounting and
|(‘Elllill'_’ him, when he all of a sudden fell a 1 Alninj,: |‘i!m»|1~l_\,
hung his head, spread out his four legs, as if to save himself
from l';lHill;_", and stood stock still, continuing to groan. |1
thoueht my horse was about to die,and would have sprung from
his back |1:.|«l a minute more I“;lll~"lll but at that instant all the
shrubs and trees began to move from their very roots, the
oround rose and fell in suceessive furrows, like the rufiled waters

e . ‘
of a lake, and I became bewildered in my ideas, as I too plainly




40

LIFE OF AUDUBON.

discovered that all this awful commotion in nature was the
result of an earthquake.

“I had never witnessed anything of the kind before, although,
like every other person, I knew of earthquakes by description.
But what is description compared with reality ? Who can tell
of the sensations which I experienced when I found myself
rocking, as it were, upon my horse, and with him moved to'and
#ro like a child in a cradle, with the most imminent danger
around me? The fearful convulsion, however, lasted only a few
minutes, and the heavens again brightened as quickly as they
had become obscured ; my horse brought his feet to the natural
position, raised his head, and galloped off as if loose and frolick-
ing without a rider.

“I was not, however, without great apprehension respecting
my family, from which I was many miles distant, fearful that
where they were the shock might have caused greater havoc
than I had witnessed. I gave the bridle to my steed, and was
glad to see him appear as anxious to get home as myself. The
pace at whi¢h he galloped accomplished this sooner than I had
expected, and I found, with much pleasure, that hardly any
greater hatfm had taken place than the apprehension excited
for my own safety. Shock succeeded shock almost every day
or lli;_:‘]l( li»l' N'\t'l':ll \\M‘](s, 11illlilli.\|1il|;,!, llu\\('\t'l', 80 gl'ill]ll;l”_\'
as to dwindle away into mere vibrations of the earth. Strange
to say, I for one became so accustomed to the feeling, as rather
to enjoy the fears manifested by others. T never can forget the
effects of one of the slighter shocks which took place when I was
at a friend’s house, where [ had gone to enjoy the merriment
that in our western country attends a wedding. The ceremony
being performed, supper over, and the fiddles tuned, dancing
became the order of the moment. This was merrily followed
We were in
what 18 called, with great l)l'ulll'i' ty, a lnj_f-]lullxt‘: one of l;ll'j_'«'

up to a late hour, when the party retired to rest.
dimensions, and solidly constructed. The owner was a physi-
cian, and in one corner were not only his lancets, tourniquets,
amputating knives, and other sanguinary apparatus, but all the
drugs which he employed for the relief of his patients, arranged
in jars and phials of different sizes.  These had some days
before made a narrow escape from destruction, but had been
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A FRANTIC DOCTOR. i1

3 the fortunately preserved by closing the doors of the cases in which
they were contained.

ough, “ As I have said, we had all retired to rest. Morning was fast
tion. approaching, when the rumbling noise that precedes the earth-

L tell quake began so loudly, as to awaken the whole party, and drive
yself them out of bed in'the greatest consternation. The scene which

»'and ensued was humorous in the extreme. Fear knows no restraint.
nger Every person, old and young, filled with alarm at the creaking
v few of the log-house, and apprehending instant destruction, rushed
they wildly out to the grass enclosure fronting the building. The
tural full moon was slowly descending from her throne, covered at
lick- times by clouds that rolled heavily along, as if to conceal from

her view the scenes of terror which preXailed on earth below.

ting “(On the grass plot we all met, in such condition as rendered it
that next to inllnx\silil«' to discriminate any of the [i;ll'l_\‘, all huddled

woe together in a state of almost perfect nudity. The earth waved
was like a field of corn before the breeze; the birds left their
The perches, and flew about not knowing whither; and the doctor,
had recollecting the danger of his gallipots, ran to his office, to pre-

any vent their dancing off the shelves to the floor. Never for a

ited mowment did he think 8§ closing the doors, but, spreading s
lay arms, jumped about @R front of the cases, pushing back here
dly and there the falling jars, but with so little success, that before
1ge s-the shock was over he had lost 11";1|'].\ all he puw-»ml.

her “The shock at length ceased, and the frightened females, now

the sensible of their dishabille, fled to their several apartments. The
vas earthquakes produced more serious  consequences in other
places.  Near New Madrid, and for some distance on the
.\ll»i»il»ply the carth was rent asunder in several l)l;ll‘v“‘ one or
two islands sunk for eve r, and the inhabitants who « scape [ fled

in dismay towards the castern shores.”
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CHAPTER IX.

AUDUBON SUFFERS FROM NEW MISFORTUNIS — SEVENTEEN THousaND Dor

LARS LosT — TrANsFERs His FATHER'S PROPERTY TO HIS SISTER-
STARTS IN BusiNess AT HENDERSONVILLE, AND SUCCEEDS—REFUSES A
COMMISSION IN AN EXPEDITION TO

Sourn AMERICA—N ARROW, ISk A PI
FROM A RUFFIAN—ERECTION oF A MILL AND RENEWED MISFORTUMN
Moves To LouisviLLE—CoMMENCES 10 Diraw PORTRAITS I',m.\ui)»
MENY AT CixcINNATI MUskEUuM. : ’

WHILE Yesident at Hendersonville, Audubon entered 1;]»1111 a
new adventure with his brother-in-law to carry on business at
New Orleans, under the firm of “ Audubon & Co.” In this
>lu-wulzlliun\\ln- embarked all the fortune at his disposal ; but
instead of attending to his interests he remained hunting in
Kentucky, and soon afterwards was informed that all his money
had been swept away in business misadventures,

At this juncture the father of Audubon died; but from some
unfortunate cause he did not receive legal notice for more than
a year. ~On becoming acquainted with the fact he travelled to
Philadelphia to obtain funds, but was unsuccessful.  His fathe
had left him his property in France of La Gubitiere, and
seventeen thousand dollars which had been deposited with a

merchant in Richmond, Virginia.  Audubon, however, took no

steps to obtain possession of his estage in Irance, and in after
years, when his sons had grown up, sent one of them to France,
for the purpose of lecally transferrine the l\ll'ln‘l!.\' to his own
sister Rosa. 'l ||~"\Qv;1’vll.m! who held po session of the seventeen
thousand Audubon

Before this
!'nll]«l be l!«rlu‘ the merchant 41.‘1 ! ilrw|\l-lx',:lll1l the 11‘;"‘l10‘|‘ 1HHevel

dollars would not deliver them up until

proved himself to be the son of Captain Audubon.
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recovered a dollar of his money. Returning from Philadelphia to
Hendersonville, the unfortunate Audubon theerfully endeavoured
to provide for the future, about which he felt considerable
;lll\il-t)'. (;;llll<'l'ill;_" a few hundred dollars, he I;lll‘rll;l\wl s0me

goods in Louisville, and returned to business in Hendersonville.

In his journey he met with General Toledo, who was raising

volunteers to go to South America, and who offered him a
colonel’s commission in the adventure. Audubon, however,
preferred remaining at home The business prospered ; he pur-
chased land and a log. cabin, with a family of negroes thereto,
and seemed to settle down comfortable. At this period, how-
ever, his career was nearly brought toq conclusion. A ruffian,
who u|>jvt'l1'tl to his treatment in N;ls\(- business transactions,
attacked him with a l'lllll;_f"un while he was suffering from a
disabled hand. Drawing a dagger, Audubon stabbed his assailant,
whose friends illllll«'l“;lh‘l)‘ 1lvnl;|lnlvw| vengeance, l"ilulin:. how-
ever, that a superior party rallied round the naturalist, the
~'.\[N‘<'lm] li;‘ll( was avoided.

The prosperous career of Audubon was prematurely closed by
the arrival of a former partner, who joined him, ard whose
presence seemed to herald disaster. This partner advised
him to erect a steam mill at ][l‘ll‘l!‘l'\“ll\'i”", a Ii].‘l('<‘ which
was totally unfitted for any such speculation.  An English-
man, named Thomas Pease, joined in partnership, and having
lost his money in an absurd project, separated from Audubon on
no |»|v':|~‘;l|11 terms.  In order to carry on the mill with renewed
vigour, (‘blllvl' partners were added ; and in connection with it
Mr. Apperson was established at Shawnee Town, Mr. Benjamin

Harrison at Vincennes in Indiana, and Nathanicel Pope, an old

clerk of Audubon’s, on the Mississippi river. All of these parties’

fatled in supporting the concern at Hendersonville, which was
Ulll.\ continucd throneh the de S rate measure ol ‘\Il\lll'_j in still
more partners, ['inally, the mill went downsdter ruining all
concerned. The naturalist .~|u-.1|\\ with bitterness of the “infernal
In\”,“ and m an «w|ll.|ll_\ fierce straim of a steamer l'll)‘l'llil“‘ll |>)
the concern, and afterwards sold to a party down the “Iwiui}»lw,
who cheated  the sellers out of most of the lnlll‘1'||.x\w money.
From this date his difficulties appeared to inercase daily ; bills

fell due, and unmeasurced vexations assatled him. e handed
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44 LIFE OF AUDUBON.

over all he possessed, and left Hendersonville with his sick wife,
his gun, his dog, and his drawings,—but without feeling really
depressed at his prospects. The family reached Louisville,
where they were kindly received by a relative, and Audubon had
time to think over some scheme for raising support for his
family. Possessed of considerable skill as an artist in crayons,
he conceived the project of stafting as a portrait draughtsman,
As he started at very low prices, his skill soon became known,
and in a few weeks he had as much work as he could do. His
family were settled with him) and his business spread so far
into Kentucky, that affluence was again enjoyed by the wanderer.
Audubon succeeded so well in portraying the features of the
dead, that a clergyman’s child was exhumed in order that the artist
might have an opportunity of taking a portrait of the corpse.

In illustration of his reputation as a crayon drawer, Audubon
relates that a settler came for him in the middle of the night
from a considerable distance, to have the portrait of his mother
taken while she was on the eve of death. Audubon went with
the farmer in his waggon, and with the aid of a candle made a
sketch which the artist pertly remarks might hdve done credit
to Rembrandt. This success brought other successes, and the
portrait painter scemed to have got a new start in life.  Shortly
afterwards he received an invitation to become a curator of
the museum at Cincinnati, and for the

preparation of birds
received a liberal remuneration. In

conjunction with this
situation he opened a drawing school in the same city, and
obtained from this employment additional emolument sufficient

to support his fandly comfortably. Ilis teaching succeeded well

until several of his lvllllll.ﬂ started on their own account. The
work at the museum having been finished, Audubon fell back
upon his portrait painting and such resources as his genius could
command. Applying for assistance to an old friend whom he

had aided and assisted into business, the unerateful wretch

declared he would do nothing for his benefactor, and further
added that he would not even recommend one who had such

wandering habits.  On more occasions than this his genius for

discovery was made an argument against him.  He was ever a
wanderer at heart, and showed the weaker and sillier side of his

nature whenever he .\lhlln d hnusell to x'i\ili/ﬂl \H('i«'l).
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CHAPTER X.
RAMBLES IN KexTucky —A Gane oF WooncuTTERS—CLEVER WORKMEN
—Tpae Friaur or ToE THIEVESg ESCAPE FROM CAPTURE—MIGRATIONS
ixTo THE Winps or KENTUCKY—ARK VOYAGES ON THE RIVERS—

Hazarps FroM INDIANS—RIFLE Snooriné—Driving NaLs wirn

BuLLETsS—DANIEL BooN “ BARKING SQUIRRELS"—SNUFFING CANDLES.
DuriNG his residence in Kentucky, Audubon spent all his leisure
time in rambles through the wilds in search of natural history
specimens. A variety of amusing incidents occurred in these
travels, and the wanderer has given several of these in a full
and connected form. His ready gun supplied abundant fare to
his homely table. Wild turkeys, deer, and bears, supplied con-
stant wants, after a fashion that suited the hunter well. While
résident there, a flat boat reached the shore, containing ten or
twelve stout fellows with their wives, and declaring themselves
to be “ Yankees,” asked for work as woodcutters. Audubon,
thinking that the boat contained wheat, held_ parley with the
occupants, and finding that they were “ likely ” fellows, proposed
to engage them to ecut down a government lot of one thousand
two hundred acres of fine timber he had purchased. The wood-
cutters made fast their crift t«:{'lw bank, started a camp on
shore, and, with their wives, mfinaged to cook their meals out
of the game supplied by the forest. Audubon and his miller
visited the camp in the morning, was rather pleased with the
appearance of the fellows, and engaged the gang. Commencing
work, they soon showed their excellent training, felling the

trees after the fashion of experienced woodmen.  The daily and
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LIFE OF AUDUBON
\\'t'(‘l(l)’ :l”n\\':ll\(‘w of wood contracted for was H:I|"I)' ‘lwli\'«']'m],
and Audubon had reason to feel much contentment with his
servants,  The miller was satisfied; and the master, to prove
his appreciation of the valuable services, sent various presents
of game and provisions to the strangers. Finding they had
neglected to forward their usual supply one day, Audubon went
off to ﬂlwirv;l‘.nll. found that the “ Yankees ” had gone oft |m||i|_\‘.
had taken his dranght oxen with them, and had harried the

place of all that could be lifted. He and ‘his miller hunted

down the river for the fugitives, but they had got a start and
were not to be caught. Finding an escape into the Mississippi,
the runaways voyaged out of reach of their victim, and a rare
accident alone placed one of them within Audubon’s power.
While on board a Mississippi steamer, Audubon saw a hunter
leave the shore in a canoe and reach the steamer. No sooner had
the passenger reached the deck, than he recognized in him one
of his plunderers; but the woodcutter, fearing an arrest, leaped
into the stream and swam towards the shore. Entering a cane
brake, he was lost tosight, and the naturalist was never gratified
by either hearing of, or seeing any one of the fellows again.,

In referring to Kentuckian sports, Audubon remarks that that
state was a sort of promised land for all sorts of wandering

adventurers from the eastern states. Families cast loose from

their homesteads beyond the mountains wandered westward
with their waggons, servants, cattle, and houschold gods.
Bivouacking by some spring, in a glade of the primeval forest,
near some well known “salt lick,” where game would be plentiful,
these western representatives of the patriarchs moved on towards
new resting-places, from which the red man, not without serious
danger, had Dbeen driven.  When a voyage by water was
meditated as the easiest means of transporting the family and
the baggage, a group of emigrants would build an ark on some
creek of the upper waters of the Ohio, and in a craft, forty or
fifty feet long, drift down the stream, carrying upon the roof
the bodies of carts and waggons, upon the sides the wheels of
the same.

Within these floating mansions the wayfarers lived, not

without fear of impending dangers.  To show a light through

the ]uul»l]uh-- within rangee of a redskin’s rifle was certain death
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DRIVING NAILS WITH BULLE?PS 47
to the inmate; and night and day, while these arks drifted
under umbrageous forests, their occupants were busy considering

how their lives might be most dearly sold. Audubon llutiq'(-s&

curious practices connected with testing the skill of marksmen, not
uncommon in his own time in Virginia. “ At stated times, those
desiring a trial of skill would be assembled,” writes the natu-
ralist, “ and betting a trifling sum, put up a target, in the centre
of which a common-sized nail is hammered for about two-thirds
of its length. The marksmen make choice of what they c6h-
sider a proper distance, which may be forty paces. Iach man
cleans the interior of his barrel, which is called wiping it,
places a ball in the palm of his hand, pouring as much powder
from his horn upon it as will cover it. This quantity is sup-
posed to be sufficient for any distance within a hundred yards,
A shot which comes very close to the nail is considered that of
an indifferent marksman ; the bending of the nail is, of course,
somewhat better ; but nothing less than hitting it right on the
head is satisfactory. One out of three shots generally hits the
nail, and should the shooters amount to half-a-dozen, two nails
are frequently needed before each can have a shot. Those who
drive the nail have a further trial amongst themselves, and the
two best shots out of these generally settle the affair; when
all the sportsmen adjourn to some house, and spend an hour or
two in friendly intercourse, appointing, before they part, a day

h for another trial.”

While at the town of Frankfort, Audubon had an opportunity
of seeine the celebrated Daniel Boon “ barking .~(|llil'l'n'l.~,“ or, in
less technical ]»]11‘:1\1', sll‘il\’illj_" them out of l]lril'|1illi11:’-|»l;l<‘m h}‘
firing into the bark of the tree immediately beside the position
1111')’ crouch into. Audubon went out with Boon to see the
sport, and writes :—

“We walked out together, and followed the rocky margins of
the Kentucky river until we reached a piece of flat land thickly
covered with black walnuts, oaks, and hickories. As the mast
was a good one that year, squirrels were seen gamboling on
every tree around us. My companion, a stout, hale, and athletic
man, dressed in a homespun hunting shirt, bare-legged and
moccasined, carried a ]ullj,: andl In-;l\}' rifle, which, as he was

loading it, he said had proved eflicient in all his former under-
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LIFE OF AUDUBON.
takings, and which he hoped would not fail on this occasion, as
he felt proud to show me his skilfy The gun was wiped, the

powder measured, the ball patched with six-hghdred-thread

linen, and the charge sent home with a hickory-fod.  We moved
not a step from the place, for the squirrels were so numerous
that it was unnecessary to go after them. Boon pointed to one
of these animals which had ‘observed us, and was crouched on a
branch about fifty paces distant, and bade me mark well the
spot where the ball should hit. He raised his piece gradually,
until the bead (that being the name given by the Kentuckians
to the sight) of the barrel was brought to a line with the spot
which he intended to hit, and fired.

“I was astounded to find that the ball had hit the piece of the
bark immediately beneath the squirrel, and shivered it into
splinters; the concussion produced by which had killed the
:mim:ll,zlnll sent it \\llil'lill:_" ﬂll'ull;h the air, as if it had been
blown up.

“The snuffing of a candle with a ball T first. had an oppor-
tunity of seeing near the banks of Green River, not far from a
large pigeon roost, to which I had previously. made a visit. 1
heard many reports of guns during the early part of a dark
night, and knowing them to be those of rifles, I went towards
the spot to ascertain the cause. On reaching the place, I was
welcomed by a dozen of tall stout men, who told me they were
q-.\l'l'('i~illj,: for the purpose of !‘Hill'“l)",.: them to shoot under
night at the reflected light from the eye of a deer or wolf by
torchlight.

“At a distance of fifty paces stood a lighted candle, barely
distinguishable in the darkness. One man was placed within
a few yards of it, to watch the effects of the shots, as well as to
light the candle, should it chance to go out, or to repair it
should the shot cut it across.

Each marksman shot in his turn.
Some never hit either the snuff or the candle. One of them,
who was particularly expert, was very fortunate, and snuffed
the candle three times out of seven, whilst all the other shots

cither put out the candle, or cut it immediately under the
light.”

ﬁ
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CHAPTER XL

TrE NATIONAL JUBILEE OF 4TH oF JuLy — FESTIVITIES ON DBEARGRASS
Creek—A MarLe SuGAr CAmp— WiLp SceNes IN THE Woops—
HuntiNg THE RACOON—DPREPARATIONS FOR THE HUNT—SUCCESS OF
THE HUNTERS—IELLING TREES TO FIND GAME,

DuriNG his residence in Kentucky, Audubon had frequent
opportunities of joining in the great American festival of the
4th July. The particular'occasion he describes as a “ Kentucky
Barbiere,” and instances a very delightful jubilee held on
the Beargrass Creek, at which all the settlers, with their wives
and families, assisted. The festival was held in a forest glade
by the river’s side: the company arrived in their waggons,
bringing provisions of every kind, such fruits as the country
afforded, wine,- and “Old Monongahela” whisky. When the
company had assembled, an immense cannon, built of wood
hooped with iron, and lighted by a train, was fired, after which
orations were made by various oracles. The good things
proy ided were then I;tl‘j_"“[)' 1‘l|.in'\'ml. after which tl;lll\'in;‘ was
indulged in with an enthusiasm suitable to such an occasion.
Music was provided by various amateurs, and the fun was only
closed by a ride home in the starlight.

“A maple sugar camp” was always a pleasant refuge to
Audubon while wandering in the woods.  He deseribes the
wild appearance these camps presented when suddenly reached
in the darkness, afar in the woodland solitudes, and only
heralded by the snarling of curs and the howlings of the sugar-
makers.
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Huge log fires, over which the sugar caldrons were boiled,
gave the appearance of a witch incantation to a spectacle in
which picturesquely-dressed Indians, rough backwoodsmen, and
their strangely-drested wives and children” took part.  Raised
on a few stones placed around the fires, the sugar kettles were
constantly tended by the women, while the men “bled” the
sugar maple trees, stuck into the wounds they made, cane pipes,
which drained the juice, and collected the maple sap into
vessels made ]»_\' S]»litlillj_:‘ up a "_\'\'Hu\\ [u»])lzl]'” into .illil‘('
troughs. Ten gallons of sap are required to make one pound
of fine-grained sugar, which in some instances is equal to the
finest make of candy. Such sugar sold in Kentucky, in the
time of Audubon, for as much as a dozen cents in scarce
seasons.

Racoon hunting was a pastime much enjoyed by Audubon,
and he has left plentiful records of his enjoyment of the
sport. He hunter’s visit to a
the lll‘rllzll';lﬁnlh for a racoon hunt.
was SO

deseribes the homestead, and

The cost of ammunition
the west, whilé the naturalist roved
about, that the axe wa\reckoned a cheaper implement than the
rifle to secure the prey.

consideral in

From the naturalist’s journal the
following description is given, inspired by the writer’s own

peculiar enthusiasm.  The cabin is made comfortable by a huge

]rilv of logs laid across the fire ; the sweet potatoes are roasted

in the ashes; and when all is l'v;lll) the hunters ]wj_"ill their

work.
“ The an axe from the wood lyilv, and

returning, assures us that the night is clear, and that we shall
have rare sport.

hunter has taken

He blows through his rifle, to ascertain that
it is clear, examines his flint, and thrusts a feather into the
touchhole.

To a leathern bag swung at his side is attached a
powder-horn ;

his sheathed knife is there also:

below hangs a
narrow strip of home-spun linen.

He takes from his bag a
bullet, pulls with his teeth the wooden stopper from his powder-
horn, |;l)'~ the ball on one hand, and with the other pours the

powder upon it, until it is just overtopped. Raising the horn
to his mouth, he acain closes it with the stopper, and restores
it to its place. IHe introduces the powder into the tube, springs

the box of his gun, greases the *patch’ over some melted

tallow,
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RACOON HUNTING. 51

tallow, or damps it, then places it on the honeycombed muzzle
of his piece. 'The bullet is placed on the patch over the hore,
and pressed with tho handle of the knife, which now trims the
edees of the linen. The elastie hickory rod, held with both
hands, smoothly pushes the ball to its bed; once, twice, thrice
has it rebounded. The rifle leaps as it were into the hunter’s
arms, the feather is drawn from the touchhole, the powder. fills
1|l¢' [lil]l. \\'llil'll l\ t'ln,\t'(l. ‘ NH\\' l am ]'l'il(l)'.‘ ('l'it‘.\' t]\n \\(NH]S-
man. A servant lights a torch, and off we march to the woods.
‘Follow me close, for the ground is covered with logs, and the
grape vines hang everywhere across. Toby, hold up the light,
man, or we'll never see the gullies. Trail your gun, sir, as
General Clark used to say—not so, but this way—that’s it.
Now then, no danger you see; no fear of snakes, poor things!
They are stiff enough, I'll be bound. The dogs have treed one.
Toby, you old fool, why don’t you turn to the right?—not so
much. There, go ahead and give us a light. What’s that?
who's there? Ah! you young-fascals! you've played us a
trick, have you. It’s all well/enough, but now, just keep behind
or I'll—- In fact, the Iul)x’ with eyes ’;wnl t'llilll;‘ll to see In
the dark, although not quite 3 well as an owl, had cat directly
across to the dogs, which had surprised a racoon on the ground,
and lv;l)wl it, until the lads knocked it on the head. ¢Seek
him, boys! cries the hunter. The dogs, putting their noses to
the ground, pushed off at a cood rate.  © Master, they’re making
for the creek, Says old vl'u||.\. On towards it therefore we lnll\ll.
What woods, to be sure !
beech trees.

We are now in a low flat covered with

“The racoon was discovered swimming in a pool. The glare
of the lighted torch was doubtless distressing to him; his coat
was ruffle], and his rounded tail seemed thrice its ordinary
\ih‘: Ili\ CYes \III'II" |xl\'l' 1‘I||1'l‘.|]wl‘; \\illi 'ﬂ;l!llill;_'j:l\\\ ]l-' \\alh'lh-tl
the 111;;5,.|'1-;ul\ to scize each |>_\ the snout if it éame within
reach. They kept him busy for some minutes; the water
became thick with mud; his coat now hung dripping, and his
draggled tail lay floating on the surface. His guttural growl-
ings, in place of intimidating his assailants, excited them the
more, and they VeTy unce 1'4»!11|»I|inu\1_\‘ closed upon him. One scized
him by the limnl- and tueged, but was soon forced to let go;
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LIFE OF AUDUDBON.

of his muzzle, the coon’s fate was scaled. He was knocked on

the head, and Toby remarks, ¢ That’s another half dollar’s worth,’
as he handles the thick fur of the prey.

i
another stuck to his side, but soon taking a better-directed bite ‘

The dogs are again
found looking up into a tree and barking furiously. The
hunters employ their axes, and send the chips about.

“The tree began to crack, and slowly leaning to one side, the
heavy mass swung rustling through the air, and fell to the earth
with a crash. It was not one coon that was surprised here, but
three, one of which, more crafty than the rest, leaped from the

top while the tree was staggering. The other.two stuck to the

hollow of a branch, from which they were soon driven by one of

. . . . VisiT Fy
the dogs. Tyke and Lion having nosed the cunning old one,

AT
H(-:Hlllwl-q’(l after him. He is l)l'ullj_fht to ||;l)’_ and a rifle bullet CAPT
is sent through his head. The other two are #ecured after a Aral
desperate conflict, and the hunters, with their bags full, return Famc
to the cabin.” Boox
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CHAPTER XIL

Visit rroM THE KEccextric NaTuraLisT, RAFINESQUE—HIs DELIRIUM
AT DISscOVERING A NEW PrLANT — SMAsSHES A FIDDLE, TRYING TO
CAPTURE BaTs DreEADFUL JOURNEY THROUGH A CANE-BRAKE —
ALARM AT A BEAR—THE NATURALIST ABscoNDs—DANIEL DBOONE, THE
Famous HunTER— CAPTURED BY INDIANS — MiracuLous KEscAPE—
BooxE’s Asit 'I'REE.

WHILE resident in Kentucky, Audubon was visited by the
eccentric naturalist, Rafinesque, whose manner of life, dress, and
oddities of conduct appeared to have greatly amused even one so
little attentive to formalities as the nl‘lliﬂlnlnj_fiﬁl. The stranger
reached the banks of the Ohio in a boat, and carrying on his
back a bundle of plants which resembled dried clover. He
accidentally addressed Audubon, and asked where the naturalist
lived. Audubon introduced himself, and was handed a letter of
introduction by the stranger, in which the writer begged to
recommend “an odd fish,” which might not have been described
in published treatises. Audubon innocently asked where the
odd fish was, which led to a pleasant explanation and a com-
plete understanding between the two naturalists.

“] presented my learned guest to my family . writes Audubon,
“and was ordering a servant to go to the boat for my friend’s
luggage, when he told me he had none but what he brought on
his back. He then loosened the lul(‘l{ of weeds which had first
drawn my attention. The naturalist pulled off his shoes, and
while 1‘]):,11I‘__'"“| in (ll';l\\inj_f his >lut'lxillj_’\ down to hide the holes
in his heels, he explained that his apparel had suffered from
his journey.”

This eccentric’s habits were neither tidy nor cleanly. He-
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LIFE Ol AUDUBON

would hardly perform needful ablutions, and

refused a chanee
of 1']4‘:|Il 1']!*!]11.“11’. \Ilj_"u‘w\lwll as Ilf‘;ll’j'

more l‘u“]’w'l't-’l'l]l'_ b ”1\
attire,” remarks Audubon, “struck me

«'ll'li‘.

the many rubs it had eot in its time,

as exceedinely remark-

A long loose coat of yellow nankeen, much the worse for

and stained all over with
the juice of plants, hune lw»wly about him like a sack., A

waistcoat of the same, with enormous  pockets, and buttoned up

to (Iu- 1'|1il|. I'¢ :lwlu'«l ]u']n\\ over a }I;ii!' of ?;;‘lll ]);llll;l]1t<lll<. 1'11*

lower part of which were buttoned down to the ankles. His

beard was as long as I have known my own to be during some

of my peregrinations, and his lank black haijr hung

I(l(»\‘«-l\' over
his shoulders. His forechead was so broad

and prominent that
any tyro in phrenology would instantly have pronounced it the
l'-‘sitlt‘ln't‘ ol a lnillll of \Yl‘uhjr [vw\\‘wl\'. ”l\ words i)‘lln'v.\wtl an
assurance of rigid truth, and as hejdirected the
the study of the natural sciences, listened t
delicht. He 1 quested to see

conversation to
0 him with great

my drawings, anxious to see th

plants I had introduced besides the birds I had drawn. Finding

a strange plant among my drawings, he denied its authenticity :

but on my assurine him that it orew in the neighbourhood, }|<-

insisted on going off l'lhl,mﬁ.\ to see it,
“When I pointed it onut the naturalist I

st all command over
his feelings, and behaved like

a maniac in expressing his delioht
He I)llu'l\wl the }»];1]11\ one after another, danced, fll]:;ul ma in

his arms, and exultingly told me he had got, not mercly a new

species, but a new genus.
“ He immediately took notes of all the

needful particulars of
the plant in a note-book, which he

carried wrapt in a waterproof
covering,  After a day’s pursuit of natural history studies, the
L an attic room. Woe
I.HIJI’_'I.HHI was in (ln-4'|>
a sudden 1 heard a great

stranger was accommodated with a hed i
had all retired to rest : every person |

slumber save myself, when of uproar
in the naturalist’s room. I got up, reached the ,»]:u't- i

1 a few
moments, and opened the door:

when, to my astonishment,
my guest running naked, holding the handle of
violin, the body of which he had

walls in attempting to kill the

[ saw
my favourite
battered to picces against the
bats which had entered ,')' the

open window, |rn»|r;||)l_\ attracted by the insects flying around
his candl I stood amazed, but he continued Jumping and
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JOURNEY THROUGH A CANE-BRAKE. 55

running round and round, until he was fairly exhausted, when
he begged me to procure one of the animals for him, as he felt
convinced Ill‘_\ beloneed to a “new >|wr‘iw\1. .\llhull;‘ll [ was
convinced of the contrary, I took up the bow of my demolished
Cremona, and administering a smart tap to cach of the bats as
it came up, soon got specimens enough. The war ended, I again
bade him good-night, but could not help observing the state of
the room. It was strewed with plants, which had been previously
arranged with care.

“ He saw my regret for the havoe that had been created, bnt
added that he would soon put his plants to rights—after he had
secured his new specimens of bats. Rafinesque had great anxiety
to be shown a cane-brake, ]>|vl|1_\' of which were to befound in
the neichbourhood. 'The cane-brake is composed of a dense
growth of canes, measuring twenty or thirty feet in height, and
packed so closely that a man’s body requires to be forced between
the shafts of the canes.  An undergrowth of plants and trailing
climbers further prevents progression, which has to be accelerated
|>) ]rlh]lin;’ the back between the cancs, Game of all sorts
frequent the cane-brakes, in which travelling is rendered dis-
agreeably exciting by the presence of bears, panthers, snakes,
and serpents. The cane-brakes are sometimes set fire to, and
the water collected in the .\wl),xl'.'lh' .iuilll\ 1‘\lllll']1~ like a .\llw‘”_
The constant fusilade occasioned ]l_\ such 1'\]l|<r\iwl|> in the midst
of a conflagration has occasioned the flicht of |v.1|'liv~ not con-
versant with the cause, and who believed that the Indians were
advancing with volleys of musketry. I had determined that my
companion should view a cane-brake in all its perfection, and
leading him severdl miles in a direct course, came upon as fine
a sample as existed in that part of the country. We entered,
and for some time I)I'xn'w«]wl without much 1|il]i<'llll}. as 1 led
thoe \\;1).;|l|'| cut down the canes which were most ]Il\tl\ to
incommode him. The difficulties gradually increased, so that
we were presently obliged to turn our backs and push our way
through.  After a while we chanced to come upon the top of a
fallen tree, which so obstructed our passage, that we were on
the eve of coine round, instead of thrustine ourselves throueh
amongst the branches; when from its bed, in the centre of the
tangled mass, forth rushed a bear with™ such force, that my

friend became terror-struck, and in his haste to escape made a
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desperate attempt to run, but fell amongst the caneg’in such a
way that he was completely jammed. T could not refrain from
laughing at the ridiculous exhibition he made, but my gaiety
however was not very pleasing to the discomfited naturalist.
A thunder-storm with a deluge of rain completed our expe-
rience of the cane-brake, and my friend begged to be taken out.
This could only be accomplished by erawling in a serpentine
manner out of the jungle, from which the eccentric naturalist
was delichted to escape, ll('l't‘(‘('”)' overcome with f;lfi.:llt' and
fear. The eccentric was more than ;;l';ltiﬁt‘ll with the ('\]ilnit.
and soon after left my abode without explanation or farewell.
A letter of thanks, however, showed that he had enjoyed the
hospitality, and was not wanting in gratitude.”

In hissKentucky rambles Audubon had more than one oppor-
tunity of s¢eing and hunting with the famous Colonel Boone, the
Kentucky hunter, and hero of a multitude of desperate adven-
tures. On a particular occasion Boone spent a night under
‘\lltlll]mn.\ roof, and 1‘1'11111'41 some of his :l\l\l‘llilll‘1'~. among
others, the followine. On a huntine expedition in which Boone
wanderer was afraid of Indians, and he con-
N'llll"lllll\ <l;\1||[iv‘tl out his fire before f;ll“ll'_" ;l\lw‘[». He had

not lain long before strong hands were laid upon him, and he

was engaged, the

was dragged off to the Indian camp. Avoiding every semblance

of fear, Boone neither spoke nor resisted. The Indians ran-

sacked his pockets, fonnd his whisky flask, and commenced to
drink from it. \While so engaged a shot was fired, and the male
savages went off in pursuit, while the squaws were left to watch
the prisoner.  Rolling himself towards the fire, Boone burnt the
fastenings which bound him, sprang to his feet, and after hacking
three notches in an ash tree, afterwards known as “Boone’s Ash,”
fled from the neighbourhood. In years after an engineer in Ken-
tucky made the ash a point for a survey. A lawsuit arose out
of a boundary question, and the only chance of closing it was
by identifying * Boone’s Ash.” The hunter was sent for, and
after some searching he pointed out the tree, in which the
notches were detected after the bark had been In‘rlwl away.
Boone’s 1\1!';ltnl'<1ill:sl'}' stature and colossal \Il‘wll;_'l]l struck
Audubon as remarkable among a remarkable race; and the
dreaded foe of the red man was notable for an honesty and
courage that could not be t“h%iulu%]. )
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CHAPTER XIII.

AupunoN LEAVES CINCINNATI WITH CAPTAIN COMMING—VOYAGE 1IN Frar
Boar DowN THE Onio ANpD Mississipprr — ARRIVAL AT NATCHEZ—
BEAUTIFUL %SCENERY — Frocks oF, VULTURES — NEW FRIENDS IN
NATCHEZ—EXCHANGING PORTRAITS FOR DBoors—DEPARTURE ror NEW
ORLEANS — LoseEs A PORTFOLIO — ASHORE SHOOTING — BOAT-TAILED
GRAKLE — ARRIVAL AT NEW ORLEANS — WANT oF SUCCESS His
Purse STOLEN — INTERVIEW WITH JARVIS, THE DPORTRAIT-PAINTER,
AND DISAPPOINTMENT Hears oF AN ExrroriNg EXPEDITION TO
MEexico, AND Errorrs T0 JOIN 1T—VANDERLYN, THE PAINTER.

ONx the 12th of October, 1820, Audubon left Cincinnati in
company with Captain Cumming, an American engineer who
had been appointed to make a survey of the Mississippi river,
and after fourteen days of drifting down the Ohio, the flat boat
which contained the scientific * expedition” reached the
Mississippi river. The naturalist had failed to receive the
money due to him at Cincinnati, and vexed and discouraged,
he determined even without means to seek a mew field for
employment.

From a letter addressed to the Governor of Arkansas at this
date. it is evident that Audubon had determined on a lengthened
excursion in the pursuit of ornithological specimens, including
the States of Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida, afterwards
retracing his stepsto New Orleans up the Red River, down the
Arkansas, and homeward to his wife. He had received letters
of recommendation from Greneral, afterwards President Harrison,
and from Henry Clay, and good prospects seemed to dawn. He

had determined in afpy case to complete one hundred drawings of

birds before returning to Cincinnati, and he fulfilled this resolve.
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LIFE OF AUDUBON.

“On a clear frosty morning in December,” writes Audubon
in Tis journal, “I arrived at Natchez, and found the
lined with various sorts of 1

l)n]'t'h:l.\‘!'
levee means § b
ats full of western produce,

his friend
but that i
his wife 1

The crowd was immense and tl market ;1[»]!«-;11'1'11 to be a sort
| of fair. Svl'mnl‘lin;’ up to the iffs on which the <'il}' 18 built,
[ found flocks of vultures flyind along the ground with out-

satisfied w
spread wings in the pursuit of food.

Large pines and superh
]l|:|j_"lln|i;|\ crowned the bluff, and their evergreen “r]i;lj_jw showed
with magnificent effect,

<'ull|'l<' of
the shoem
[ was delichted with the spectacle 6{
white-headed eagles pursuing fishing hawkg, and surveyed the\
river scenery sparkling in bright sunlight with a new pleasure,
Far away across the stream the shores were lost in the primitive

some -‘t”_\

friend Ber
was taken

|w1\ 1“\(‘(\\
forests, and a mysterious unknown seemed to lie beyond me. birds he p
“ [ was impressed with the pretty houses of the upper town, built only recol
lxl;u'wl it 1

to put it

of painted brick or wood ; and to 4'nml'lt‘lt' my feeling of enjoy-
ment, my relative, Mr. Berthoud, gave me letters from my wife
and sonms, received by the weekly mail which then brought
letters to Natchez from all parts of the Union.
owned three thousand inhabitants; was

gerious ¢«
M. Garni

utmost end

The town
3 composed of an upper
town and an under town, the latter chiefly built up of beached
flat boats converted into cabins liA\‘ a )';!\«':l”} and l|‘r111|1'.~1'|‘i]>1
lm]lll]:llinn.

as far as 1
with the a
course to
ﬂu“l(s‘ Uf “
naturalist

The planters’ houses in the upper town were
models of luxury and comfort, but the church architecture
prevalent rather detracted from the beauty of' the place. 1
found the mocking bird in abundance, and the pewee fly-
catcher at home in its winter quarters,

A —————
it S TR

the river (
“ Nt‘:ll'il

from the ¢

The old »\']mlli.\]l fort
was still visible in ruins, and a rumour reached me that many

houses had been buried in the river by a slip of the bank. At

winding o1
Natchez, I was amazed to see a white-headed eacle attack a against gre
vulture, knock it down, and gorge itself upon a dead horse. and odorot
M. Garnier, who ]u-]'l the largest hotel in the ])|:|<'<'. befriended stream doy
me in many ways, and 1 also formed an acquaintance with

M. Charles Carré, the son of a French nobleman of the old
régime.

banks, I
tiful boat:

['housands

From Carré I had a history ‘of Natchez, as he had
lived to witness the carcer of that town under the Spaniards,

and the ca
I'rench, and Americans.’

q-whm‘n\ \"f
sat on the

In connection with his residence in Natchez, he tells a

A companion of his, voyaging, having
worn his shoes down, had no money to get them lunlil'wl or to

a significant story.

:

his ;\u\\ih
New Orles
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EXCHANGING PORTRAITS FOR BOOTS. 59

purchase new ones. The naturalist was likewise without the
means ; but Audubon called upon a shoemaker, explained that
his friend was in want of shoes, had no money to pay for them;
but that if he chose he should have the portrait of himself and
his wife in return for two pairs of boots. The shoemaker was
satisfied with the proposal, and the portraits were sketched in a
couple of hours, after which the naturalist and his friend bade
the shoemaker good-bye, after being fitted with new'boots. After
some stay in Natchez, Audubon left for New Orleans with his
friend Berthoud, in a keel boat belonging to the latter, but which
was taken in tow of the steamer. Not long after leaving, Audu-
bon discovered one of his |ml'llivlin<. 1':»!11;1inin;_: some tll';l\\ill;:.\' of
birds he prized highly, was missing. I'ull of chagrin, he could
only recollect that he had brought it to the wharf and had
[»]:u‘wl it in the hands of a servant, who had l‘\'id(‘ll”)’ forgotten
to put it on board the keel boat. How to recover it was a
serious consideration.  Letters were instantly despatched to
M. Garnier, M. Carré, and friends of Berthoud, to use their
utmost endeavours to recover the lost [ml‘lll)liu. After towing
as far as Bayou Sara, the steamer threw off the keel boat, and
with the aid of the current and the oars Audubon continued his
course to Baton Rouge, on the way to New Orleans. Large
flocks of beautiful ducks were passed in various eddies, and the
naturalist was amused by groups of negroes catching cat-fish in
the river or scooping out shrimps with their nets.

“ Nearing New Orleans, the country became perfectly level, and
from the embankments or levees we could see the great river
winding on for miles. The planters’ houses became more visible
against groves of dark eypresses covered with hanging vine plants,
and odorous winds blew perfumes of the orange flowers across the
stream down which the boat so lazily dtifted. Landing on the
|>:ml\'~. l lll:ltlt' ]ll}' \\;l_\‘ to llw >\\1ll|||)<, lenl .s‘llul \l‘\i‘l'ill In‘:lll-
tiful boat-tailed grakles and a whole covey of partridges.
[housands of swallows in' their winter home flew about us,
and the cat-birds mewed in answer to their chatterings. Doves
echoed soft notes through the woods, and the cardinal grosbeak
sat on the top branches of the magnolia, saluting us by elevating
his glowing crest. On the 6th of January, and when nearing

New Orleans, a sharp frost was felt which left some traces of
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)

ice, but at the same time we had green peas, artichokes, and

other summer esculents on shore fresh from the garden.”

On arriving at New Orleans, Audubon was relieved to find
that the lost portfolio had been found, and was located safely
in the office of the ¢Mississippi Republican’ newspaper. He
however found no work to do, and had to live for some days

in the boat he came with. The money he had, not much, was

stolen from him, and he had not even as much as would pay a
lodging he took in advance. Amid all his difficulties he still kept
wandering to the woods, got additions made to his specimens,
and filled his portfolio with new drawings.

Meeting an Italian
ainter, Audubon explained his anxiety to have work. The
I )

Italian introduced him to the director of the theatre, who offered
the naturalist one hundred dollars per month to draw for him,
but a fixed engagement could not be entered upon.

On the 13th of .l;mll:ll'_v he called upon Jarvis the l):tinln-l"
who objected to his manner of painting birds. He suggested
that he might assist the artist in filling in backgrounds, and
was I'(‘illll'\ll'(l to come back.

“1 went back again,” writes the naturalist, “but found Mr.
Jarvis had no use for me: he appeared in fact to fear my
rivalry. Meeting a friend, I was taken to the counting-house
of Mr. Pamar, where I was asked what I would take the por-
traits of three children for. T answered, One hundred dollars :
but various delays occurred which prevented me from entering
upon this engagement. I wished for the money to send home
to my wife and children.

“ January 14. Visited the levees, and found them crowded
with promenaders of every hue and nation. The day was
Sunday, and amusements were much indulged in. Various
(lu;ull‘mnl balls held in the evening, Do not see any coood look-
ing or handsome women ; all have a citron hue. Time passed
sadly in seeking ineffectually for employment. 1 was fortunate
in making a hit with the portrait of a well-known citizen of
New Orleans.

]
i

[ showed it to the public; it made a favourable

& lln[n'v\\iull, and I obtained several [f:ltl‘!m\'.. A few orders for

) portraits relieved my necessities, and continuing my work of
painting birds, the time passed mord pleasantly.

-

:

" ‘:

“ February 5. Spent my time running after orders for portraits,
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VISIT TO MR. VANDERLYN 61

and also in vain endeavours to obtain a sicht of Alexander
Wilson’s ¢ Ornithology,” but was unsuccessful in seeing the book,
which is very high priced. Obtained some new birds and made
('Ul’il'.\'.

“ March 12. Of late have been unable to make many entries
in my journal. Near our lodgings, on the south angle of a
ne wlllnnmnw chimney-top, a mocking bird regularly resorts,
and pleases us with the sweetest notes from the rising of the
moon until about midnight, and every morning from about
eight o’'clock until eleven, when he flies away to the Convent
gardens to feed. I have noticed that bird, always in the same
spot and same position, and have been particularly pleased at
hearing him imitate the watchman’s cry of ¢ All's well " which
comes from the fort, about three squares distant; and so well
has he sometimes ]Im']\'wl it that I should have been deceived
if he had not n-]n‘:}wl it too often, sometimes several times in
ten minutes,

“ March 21. Read in the papers this morning that the treaty
between Spain and the United States is concluded, and that
a clause provides that an expedition is to leave Natitoches
next year sto survey the boundary line of the ceded territory.
[ determined to try for an appointment as draughtsman and
naturalist. I wrote to President Monroe, and was quite pleased
at the prospect before me. I walked out in the afternoon of the
day on which I formed the project, and saw nothing but hundreds
of new birds

in imagination within range of my gun. I have
) ks J O

been struck with the paucity of birds the neighbourhood of
New Orleans during a season I had expected to meet with them.
Many species of warblers, thrushes, &e., which were numerous
during the winter, have migrated eastward towards Florida,
leaving swallows and a few water birds almost the sole repre-
sentatives of the feathered race.

“ March 31.

making plans about the Pacific expedition.

My time has been engrossed thinking over and
called on “l
Vanderlyn, the historical painter, with my portfolio, to show him
some of my drawings and ask him for a recommendation. He
said they were handsomely done, and was pleased with the
mlnlllm: and |m\ltlnn~ of the

birds drawn. He was however a
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me to lay down my portfolio in the lobby. I felt inclined to
walk off without farther comment, but the thought of furthering
my prospeets in connection with the expedition induced me to
submit, In half an hour he returned with an officer, and with
an air more becoming asked me into his private room. Yet I
could see in his expression that feeling of selfish confidence
which always impairs in some degree the worth of the greatest
man who has it. The perspiration ran down my face as I
showed him my drawings and laid them on the floor. An officer
who was with the artist, looking at the drawings, said with an
oath that they were handsome.

Vanderlyn made a like
remark, and I felt comforted.

Although he failed in painting
women himself, he spoke disparagingly of my own portraits;

said they were too hard, and were too strongly drawn. He sat . M,}‘\';{T\,
down and wrote his note while I was thinking of my journey to oF Bu
the Pacific, and I cared not a picayune for his objections to my § SNAKE
portraits so that_.my prospeets of going with the éxpedition were § NEW
furthered. Vanderlyn gave me a very complimentary note, in ! ]"Wﬂ{?
which he said that he never had secn anything superior to my | e
drawings in :mS’ country, and for which kindness I was very AUDUBON
thankful. Hisfriend, the officer, followed me to the door, asked

the sorest
the price of my portraits, and very courteously asked me to M the happy
paint his likeness.” 8 character.
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CHAPTER XIV.

AupupoN LEaAVES NEW ORLEANS FOR KENTUCKY— ARRIVAL AT DBAyoUu
SARA—ENGAGEMENT AT MR. PERRIE'S T0 TEACH DrRawING —DPURSsUIT
OF BIRDS — PORTRAIT TAKEN FrROM A CoOrRPSE—DRrRAWS A RATTLE-
SNAKE—DISRECTION OF A RATTLESNAKE'S PoisoN FANGs—RETURN TO
NEw ORLEANS — REVIEW oF WORK DONE SINCE LEeAvING HoME-—
ProrosaL, TO PAINT A DPANORAMA — EXPECTED ARRIVAL OF WIFF
AND Famivy.

AupuBoN's fortunes in New Orleans varied exceedingly. From

the sorest penury and deepest distress he was suddenly raised by

the happy spirit he possessed and the untiring energy of his
character. One day he was going about seeking for a patron to
obtain a few dollars by drawing a portrait ; the next he was dining
with Governor Robertson of Louisiana, who gave him a letter
of recommendation to President Monroe in cofinection with the
expedition to Mexico. He had determined to go to Shipping
Port, Kentucky, but his depanture was hindered by an engage-
ment from a few pupils. He writes in his diary :

“ June 16. Left New Orleans in the steamer Columbus,
Captain John D’Hart, for Shipping Port, Kentucky. Been
greatly (\li])l‘(‘ssml while at work lately, and greatly tormented
by mosquitoes, which prevented my sleeping at night. Much
disappointed by one patron at New Orleans, who affected great
interest in me, but would not pay one hundred dollars he owed.”

It lmmwnwl however that Audubon was not to return to his
family as soon as he expected. The voyage to Shipping Port
was cut short by the acceptance of a situation in the family
of Mrs. Perrie, who owned a plantation at Bayou Sara, in




(4 LIFE OF AUDUBON.
Louisiana. The duties accepted by Audubon were apparently
simple enough. He was to teach Mrs. Perrie’s daughter draw-
ing during the summer months, at sixty dollars per month,
His lessons would absorb one half of the day, and with a young
friend, Mason, he was to have the rest of his time free for
hunting. Board and lodging were provided for the two friends,
and Mrs. Perrie’s aim appears to have been to provide an
opportunity for Audubon to carry on his pursuits under the
guise of an employment which would be congenial, and not
interfere with™is work.

“We arrived at the landing at the mouth of the bayou on
a hot sultry day, bid adieu to our fellow-passengers, climbed
the hill at St. Francisville, and rested a few minutes at the
house of Mr. Swift. Dinner was nearly ready, and we were
invited to partake, but I had no heart for it. I wished myself
on board the Columbus; I wished for my beloved Luey and
my dear boys. I felt that I should be awkward at the table;
and a good opportunity having offered me to go to Mr. Perrie’s,
we walked slowly on, guided by some of the servants, who had
been sent, when the family heard of our coming, to bring our
luggage, which they found light.

“The aspect of the country was entirely new to me, and
distracted my mind from those objects which are the occupation
of my life. The rich magnolias covered with fragrant blossoms,
the holly, the beech, the tall yellow poplar, the hilly ground,
and even the red clay, all excited my admiration. Such an
entire change in the face of nature in so short a time seems
almost supernatural ; and surrounded once more by numberless
warblers and thrushes, I enjoyed the scene. The five miles we
walked gppeared short, and we arrived and met Mr. Perrie at
his house. Anxious to know him, I examined his featurgs by
Lavater’s directions. We were received kindly.

“ August 11. We were awakened last night by a servant
requesting me to accompany Mrs, Perrie to the house of a dying
neighbour, about amile distant. We went, but arrived too late,
for the man was dead, and I had the pleasure of keeping his
body company the remainder of the night. On such occasions
time flies very slowly, so much so, that it looked as if it stood
still, like the hawk that poises in the air over his prey. The
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DRAWING A RATTLESNAKE. 65

poor man had drunk himself into#n everlasting sleep. I made
a good sketch of his head, and left the house, while the ladies
were engaged in preparing the funeral dinner.

“ August 12. Left this morning to visit a beantiful lake, six
miles distant, where we are told there are many beautiful birds.
The path led through a grove of rich magnolia woods. On the
way we saw a rich-coloured spider at work rolling up a horse-
fly he had caught in his web. He spirted a stream of fluid from
his mouth, at the same time rolling the fly in it, until he looked
like the cocoon of a silkworm; and having finished his work,
returned to the centre of his nest. This is no doubt the way
he puts up his food when he is not hungry, and provides for the
future. *

“ August 25. Finished drawing a very fine specimen of a
rattlesnake, which measured five feet and seven inches, weighed
six and a quarter pounds, and had ten rattles. Anxious to give
it a position most interesting to a naturalist, I put it in that
which the reptile commonly takes when on the point of striking
madly with its fangs. Ihad examined many before, and especially
the position of the fangs along the superior jawbones, but had
never seen one showing the whole exposed at the same time;
and having before this supposed that it was probable that those
lying enclosed below the upper one, in most specimens, were
to replace the upper one, which I thought might drop periodi-
cally as the animal changed its skin and rattles. However, on
dissection of these from the ligament by which they were
attached to the jawbones, I found them strongly and I think
permanently fixed there as follows. Two superior, or next to
the upper lips (I speak of one side of the jaws only), were well
connected at their bases and running parallel their whole length,
with apertures on the upper and lower sides of their bases to
receive the poison connectedly, and the discharging one a short
distance from the sharp point on the inner part of the fangs.
The next two fangs, about a quarter of an inch below, connected
and received in the same manner, but with only one base
aperture on the lower side of each, and the one at the point
which issues the poison to the wound. The fifth, rather smaller,
is also about a quarter of an inch below. The scales of the
belly, to the under part of the mouth, numbered one hundred
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66 LIFE OF AUDUBON,

and seventy, and twenty-two from the vent to the tail. Th
heat of the weather was so great that I could devote only
sixteen hours to the drawine.,

“QOctober 20. Left Bayou Sara in the Ramapo, with a medley
of passengers, and arrived safely in New Orleans. My long,
flowing hair, and Toose yellow nankeen dress, and the unfortunate
cut of my features, attracted much attention, and made me desir
to be tll‘n‘~‘~t‘1l “'(t' Hllh'l‘ lwu]nlt' as soon as |lu~<i|)lv. \l\ "l'il‘llll-
the Pamars received me kindly and raised my spirits; they
looked on ‘me as a son returned from a long and dangerouns
voyage, and children and servants as well as the parents were
all glad to see me.

“ October 25. Rented a house in Dauphine Street at seventeen
dollars per month, and determined to bring my family to New
Orleans.  Since I left Cineinnati, October 12, 1820, 1 have
finished sixty-two drawings of birds and plants, three quadru-
peds, two snakes, fifty portraits of all sorts, and have subsisted
by my humble talents, not having had a dollar when I started.

[ sent a draft to my wife, and began life in New Orleans with |

fortysfwo dollars, health, and much anxiety to pursue my plan
Ut'l'wlh‘vtillg all the birds of América.”

Audubon s]n-n]\\' with lw_\i\‘ll g‘:nivt)’ of the comfort which a
new suit of clothes gave him. He called on Mys. Clay with his
drawings, but got no work—no pupils. He determined to make
a public exhibition of his ornithological drawings.

Under date November 10, he remarks : « Mr. Basterop called

on me, and wished me to join him in painting a panorama of 4

the city; but.my birds, my beloved birds of America, occupy
all my time, and nearly all my thoughts, and I do not wish to
see any other perspective than the last specimen of thes
drawings.”
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v CHAPTER XV.

SQUATTER Lire oN rTHE Mississieri—THE EMIGRANTS ON THEIR WAY
—A  ParriarcHAL JourNEy—Tne Promisep Laxp ACROSS TH}
Mississiepi—Harpsuirs AND FEVER LuMeriNG IN THE Far WEsT
—RAa¥rr Vovace 1o NEW OrLeanNs — ComMrorT AND RicHES — THE
Hasirs oF 1Hr OrossuMm RoppeEriEs oF PourtrRy — A CouPLE OF
Pers 1IN THE “ARK"—A CONSIGNMENT OF H»u“(' MS FOoRr ISUROPE

CANNIBAL PROPENSITIES OF THE PRISONERS.

AupuBoN relates many incidents of squatter life on the great
American rivers. The features of this peculiar life struck him
with a picturesque Joree that makes his (lw«'rilllinlls of the
constant emigrations from the ecast, and the settlement of the
In a detailed
account he describes how the settlers in Virginia became im-

wanderers in the west, very interesting indeed.

poverished through the reckless system of husbandry pursued,
and how, after suffering penury, they determined to emigrate
to more fertile lands. He thus graphically narrates the patri-
archal wanderings of the wearied wayfarers.

“] think I sce them harnessing their horses, and attaching
them to their waggons, which are already fitted with bedding,
provisions, and the younger children; while on their outside
are fastened spinning-wheels and looms, a bucket filled with
tar and tallow swings betwixt the hind wheels. Several axes
are secured to the bolster, and the feeding-trough of the horses
contains -pots; kettles, and pans. The servant now becomes a
driver, riding the near saddled horse, the wife is mounted on
another, the worthy hugband shoulders his gun, and his sons,
clad in plain, substantial home-spun, drive the cattle ahead, and

P9
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63 LIFE OF AUDUBON.,

lead the procession, followed by the hounds and other dogs.
Their day’s journey is short and not agrecable. The cattle,
stubborn or wild, frequently leave the road for the woods, giving
the travellers muech trouble; the harness of the horses here and
there gives way, and immediate repair is needed. A basket
which has accidentally dropped must be gone after, for nothing
that they have can be spared. 'The roads are bad, and now and
then all hands are called to push on the waggon, or prevent it
from upsetting. Yet by sunset they have proceeded perhaps
twenty miles. TFatigued, all assemble round the fire, which has
been lighted ; supper is prepared, and a camp being run up, there
they pass the night. Days and weeks pass before they gain the
end of their journey. They have crossed both the Carolinas,
Georgia, and Alabama. They have been travelling from the
beginning of May to that of September, and with heavy hearts
*they traverse the neighbourhood of Mississippi. But now arrived
on the banks of the broad stream, they gaze in amazement on the
dark deep woods around them. Boats of various kinds they see
gliding downwards with the current, while others slowly ascend
against it. A few inquiries are made at the nearest dwelling,
and assisted by the inhabitants with their boats and canoes, they
at once cross the river, and select their lbl;lt‘t‘ of habitation.
The exhalations arising from the swamps and morasses around
them have a powerful effect on these new settlers, but all are
intent on preparing for the winter. A small patch of ground is
cleared by the axe and fire, :l?t'llllml'nl‘.\' #abin 1is erected : to
each of the cattle 1s attached a bell before it is let loose into the
lldigll]mlll‘ill]_’ 1‘;1110'-]11‘211\':', ;llul ﬂlv horses remain ;1‘)1»11( l]l(‘
house, where they find sufficient food at that season. The first
trading boat that stops at their landing enables them to provide
themselves with some flour, fish-hooks, and ammunition, as well
as other commodities. The looms are mounted, the spinning-
wheels soon furnish some yarn, and in a few weeks the family
throw off their ragged clothes, and array themselves in suits
adapted to the climate.
“The father and sons meanwhile have sown turnips and other
vegetables 5 and from some Kentucky flat-boat a supply of live
poultry has been purchased.  October tinges the laaves of the

forest; the morning dews are heavy; the days hot and the nights
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LUMBERING IN THE FAR WEST. 69

chill, and the unacclimatised family in a few days are attacked
with ague. The lingering disease almost prostrates their whole
faculties. Fortunately the unhealthy scason soon passes over,
and the hoar frosts make their appearance. Gradually each
individual recovers strength. The largest ash trees are felled,
their trunks are cut, split, and corded in front of the building;
a large fire is lighted at night on the edge of the water, and
soon a steéamer calls luJull'vlmsv the wood, and thus add to their
comforts during the winter. This first fruit of their industry

/imparts new courage to them; their exertions multiply, and

/

when spring returns the place has a cheerful look. Venison,
bear’s flesh, and turkeys, ducks and geese, with now and then
/some fish, have served to keep up their strength, and now their
enlarged field is planted with corn, potatoes, and pumpkins.
Their stock of cattle too has augmented: the steamer which
now stops there, as if by preference, buys a calf or a pig, together
with their wood. Their store of provisions is renewed, and
brighter rays of hope enliven their spirits.

“The sons discover a swamp covered with excellent timber,
and as they have seen many great rafts of saw logs, bound for
the saw mills of New Orleans, floating past their dwelling, they
resolve to try the success of a little enterprise. A few cross
saws are ['ln'n'll:m'tl. and some ]vl'u;lll—\\lu-vlt‘ll “t':n‘l'_\‘ lwu\ 7 are
made by themselves. Log after log is hauled to the bank of
the river, and in a short time their first raft is made on the
shore, and loaded with cordwood. When the next freshet sets
it afloat it is secured by long grape vines or cables; until the
proper time being arrived, the husband and sons embark on it
and float down the ‘mighty stream. After encountering many
difficulties, they arrive in safety at New Orleans, where they
dispose of their stock, the money obtained for which may be
said to be all [»l‘ulil: sll]»]ll) themselves with sueh articles as
may add to their convenience or comfort, and with “"_"lll hearts
procure a passage on the upper deck of a steamer at a very
1-l|m|n rate, on account of the benefit of their labours in taking
in wood or otherwise.  Every successive year has increased
their savings. They now possess a large stock of horses, cows,
and hogs, with abundance of pl'u\i,\iun\, and domestic comforts

*of every l\ill(IA The 1l;|llj,1||1wl's have ln'l'n nmll'iwl to Ill" SOns
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70 LIFE OF AUDUBON.

of neighbouring squatters, and have gained sisters to themselves
by the marriage of their brothers.”

He introduces, among other episodes of natural history, an
account of the habits of the opossum —“the dissimulator.”
The walk of this animal he describes as an amble like that
of a young foal or a Newfoundland dog. Its ‘movements
are rather slow —it travels across the snow-covered ground
about as fast as a man could walk—snuffing at every step for
traces of the prey it searches after. Entering some cranny, it
pulls out a squirrel it has killed, and climbing a tree, secretes
itself among the thick branches to eat its repast. Exhausted
by hunger in the early spring, the opossum will eat young frogs,
and the green growth of nettles and other succulent plants.
Unscared by the watchful crows the farmer has killed, the pest
creeps into the hen-house, eats the chickens, robs the hen of the
eggs she is sitting upon, and commits its devastations with
address and adroitness. Prowling about after sunset it avoids
all sorts of precautions, and defies the farmer’s guns and curs
alike. In the woods it eats the eges of the wild 1ln’|<w)’. and
ravenously devours the grapes of the grape vine. When
attacked, it rolls it&elf up like a |r;l||.*u’il~‘ to be kicked and
maltreated without moving, feighysde ), lies on the ground
with shut eyes, and cheats its assailants into the belief that it
has been (IV'\ll'1»)¢‘tl. When its assailant has gone, life \w'lninj_"l)
,\lhltl«'lll_\‘ returns, and l‘l-:.lillinj,: its feet, it scampers oft to the
wilds.

“Once while descending the Mississippi, in a sluggish flat-
hottomed boat, expressly for the purpose of studying those
objects of mnature more nearly connected with my favourite
pursuits, I chanced to meet with two well-grown OpOssums, and
brought them alive to the “ark.” The poor things were placed
on the roof or deck, and were immediately assailed by the crew,
when, following their nataral instinct, they lay as if quite dead:
An experiment was suggested, and both were thrown overboard.
On striking the water, and for a few moments after, neither
evinced the least 4]i\lm\ilinll to move; but Iilulin;_" their situation
dmln*l'uh'. ”ll'_\ |><»g:|ll to swim towards our uncouth rudder,
which was formed of a long slender tree, extending from the
nlitll“w‘»l the hoat thirty feet beyond the stern.  They both got
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CANNIBAL PROPENSITIES OF OPOSSUMS. . 71

upon it, were taken up, and afterwards let loose in their native
woods.

“In the year 1829, I was in a portion of Lower Louisiana,
where the opossum abounds at all seasons, and having been
asked ll}' the President and Secretary of the Zoological Gardens
and Society of London to forward live animals of this species
to them, I offered a l)l'it‘t' a little above the common, and soon
found myself plentifully supplied, twenty-five ( having been
brought to me. 1 foynd them extremely voracious, and hot less
cowardly. They were put into a large box, with a great quan-
tity of food, and conveyed to a steamer bound to New Or]eans.
Two (l:i)‘.\‘ afterwards I went to the |'il_\'. to see about M'In“llj__f
them off to l‘:m'uln': but to my surprise I found that the old
males had destroyed the younger ones, and eaten off their heads,
and thdt only sixteen remained alive. A separate box was
purchdsed for each, and the cannibals were safely forwarded to

theyt destination.”
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AUDUBON HEARS HIS O0WN CHARACTER

LIFE OF AUDUBON.

, CHAPTER XVI.

CURIOUSLY DESCRIBED—HI18 Wire
AND SONS ARRIVE ;\’l‘.\'l.\\' ORLEANS—DIFFICULTIES OF OBTAINING A
L1vELIHOOD-—MRS., AUDUBON OBLIGED TO ACCEPT A SITUATION— RESO-
LUTION TO LEAVE FOR NATCHEZ—DPASSAGE MONEY PAID BY DRAWING
THE PorTRAIT OF THE CArTAIN AND THE (APTAIN'S WIirE—REcOL-
LECTIONS OF AN EccExTRIcC—A GroTEsOUE FI1GURE—A
AND AN ARTIST—RIFLE PrACTICE 1IN A STUDIO.

BIRD-FANCIER

“ December 8. My wife and family arrived to-day by steamer.
We dined with our friend Mr. Pamar, and met my old friend
Mr. Rosier in the evening.

We reached our lodging, and all

felt happy and comforted at the reunion, after fourteen months
of svpzll':ltiun."

For the first two months of 1822, the records of Audubon’s

life are sparse and imperfect, on account of his inability to
purchase a book to write his journal in!

The one at last ob-

tained was made of thin, poor paper, and the records entered
are rather in keeping with his financial difficulties. It took all
his means at this time to supply his family with the necessaries
of life, and in order to obtain money to educate the children, his
wife undertook the.duties of a situation, in which she had ('llzll‘g«-
of and educated the offspring of a Mr. Brand.

“March 7. Spring is advancing, with many pleasant

associations, but my bodily health suffers from depression. I
have resolved to leave for Natchez, but grieve to leave my
family. My money is scarce, and I find great difficulty in
collecting what is owing to me.
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AN ECCENTRIC PAINTER. 73

“ March 16. Paid all my bills in New Orleans, and having
put my baggage on board of the steamer, Eclat, obtained
a passage to Natchez in the steamer, in return for a crayon
portrait of the captain and his wife.

“ March 19. Opened a chest with two hundred of my bird
portraits in it, and found them sorely damaged by the break-
ing of a bottle containing a quantity of gunpowder. I had
several portraits to draw during‘the passage.

“ March 24. One of the pabsengers accused Alexander
Wilson, the ornithologist, of intemperate habits, but I had the
satisfaction of defending his character from aspersion. I had
hope of success in Natchez, and soon expected to be followed
by my wife and family. My wife in the meantime remained at
New Orleans, in the family of Mr. Brand.”

In closing his recollections of New Orleans, Audubon relates
an amusing history of a painter, whose eccentricities fascinated
the naturalist. The genius was first observed by the natu-
ralist on the Levee at New Orleans, and his odd costume and
appearance are thus described :—

“His head was covered by a straw hat, the brim of which
might cope with those worn by the fair sex in 1830 ; his neck
was exppsed to the .weather; the broad frill of a shirt,.then
fashionaple, flopped about his breast, whilst an extraordinary
collar, carefully arranged, fell over the top of his coat. The
latter was of a light-green colour, harmonizing well with a pair
of flowing yellow nankeen trousers and a pink waistcoat, from
the bospm of which, amidst a large bunch of the splendid
flowers of the magnolia, protruded part of a young alligator,
which seemed more anxious to glide through the muddy waters
of a swamp than to spend its life swinging to and fro amongst
folds of the finest lawn. The gentleman held in one hand a
cage full of richly-plumed nonpareils, whilst in the other he
sported a silk umbrella, on which I could plainly read ¢Stolen
from I, these words being painted in large white characters.
He walked as if conscious of his own importance; that is,
\\illl a ;_"luNI (ll'ul (\f‘ lmllllm\it.\', ~in;_fin;_". ‘ “\ |H\1‘ l\ I»llt a l.‘l\\i«‘
yet; and that with such thorough imitation of the Scotch em-
phasis, that had not his physiognomy suggested another paren-
tage, I should*have believed him to be a genuine Scot. A
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74 LIFE OF AUDUBON.

narrower acquaintance proved him to be a Yankee ; and anxious
to make his acquaintance, I desired to see his birds. He
retorted, ¢ What the devil did I know about sbirds? 1 ex-
plained to him that I was a naturalist, whereupon he requested
me to examine his birds. I did so with some interest, and
was preparing to leave, when he bade me come to his lodgings
and see the remainder of his collection. This I willingly did,
and was struck with amazement at the appearance of his studio.
Several cages were hung about the walls, containing specimens
of birds, all of which T examined at my leisure. On a large
easel before me stood an wunfinished portrait, other pictures
hung about, and in the room were two young pupils; and at a
glance I discovered that the eccentric stranger was, like myself,
a naturalist and an artist. The artist, as modest as he was odd,
showed me how he laid on the paint on his pictures, asked after
my own pursuits, and showed a friendly spirit which enchanted
me. With a ramrod for a rest, he prosecuted his work vigo-
l'ull\]_\'. and afterwards asked me to examine a lu'l'vlivfun lock
on his gun, a novelty to me at the time. He snapped some
caps, and on my remarking that he would frighten his birds, he
exclaimed, ¢ Devil take the birds, there are more of them in the
market. He then loaded his gun, and wishing to show me that

he was a marksman, fired at one of the pins on his easel.  This

he smashed tuwx and afterwards put a rifle bullet exactly
through the holéuto which the pin fitted.” ‘
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CHAPTER XVII.

AUDUBON'S ARRIVAL, AT NATCHEZ—ENGAGEMENT FROM MR, QUAGLASS—
ENGAGEMENT TO TEACH DRAWING AT WASHINGTON COLLEGE—ATTACK
oF FEVER—ENGAGEMENT WITH MR, DREVOST—RAFFLE oF A DRAWING,
AND RESULTS—ARRIVAL OF Mrs. AupusoN AT NATcHEZ—HER ENGAGE-
MENT WITH MRS, PERRY—AUDUBON 8TUDIES O1L PAINTING—DETERMINA-
TION TO GO ON AN EXPEDITION WITH HIS FRIEND, THE ARTIST, STEIN

THE NATURALIST LETS LOOSE HIs PET DirDs—VisiT 10 BAYOU SARAa,
AND RESIDEN#E AT JACKsON—A DEN oF (GAMBLERS—ARRANGEMEN'L
T0 STAY WITH THE PERRYS—ATTACK OF FEVER, AND CARE OF MRs.
AUpUBON—LEAVES FOR LOUISVILLE WITH HIS SON VICTOR—ARRIVAI
iN THE On10, AND WANDERINGS THROUGH THE WILDS

Tue voyage up the Mississippi to Natchez appears to have
been without any circumstance of importance. Under date
March 24th, 1822, the naturalist records the fact that he had
arrived at Natchez. “T went ashore to see after work—called
on Mr. Quigley, who received me cordially. I had prospects
of an engagement with Mr. Quaglass, a Portuguese gentleman,
who wished me to give lessons in drawing and music and
French to his daughter, thirteen years of age. I was received at
his house, and received a welcome from his wife.  Mr. Quaglass
;l]'l'i\’rll at ]lnlm‘ in lln‘ l-\l'llillf_j, :llul ]li.\ :|[‘|N';ll‘:||1~v was I»_\' no
means prepossessing.  His small grey eyes, and corrugated

brows, did not afford me an opportunity of passing a favourable

judgment. My time has been mostly engaged in hunting,

drawing, and attending to my charge. 1 constantly regret the
separation from my family.”

Ere long he got an appomtment to teach drawing i the

o =
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76 LIFE OF AUDUDBON.,
college at Washington, nine miles from Natchez. He sent for
his sons, and put them to school at Washington, but was depressed
in spirits because his work interfered with his ornithological
pursuits,

“July 8. Constant exposure in the tropical climate, and the
fatigue of my journeys to and from Washington, brought on fever
and a renewal of a certain kind doctor’s attendance, who not only
would accept of no remuneration, but actually insisted on my
taking his purse to pay for the expenses connected with the
education of my sons. Shortly afterwards I made an engagement
with Mr. Brevost to teach drawing in an academy just opened
in Natchez by that gentleman. But while work flowed upon
me, the hope of completing my book upon the birds of America
became less clear; and full of despair, I feared my hopes of
becoming known to Europe as a naturalist were destined to be
blasted. I wrote to my wife to join me at Natchez, and there
was ]u)]ws of it being accomplished.

“July 23. My friend, Joseph Mason, left me to-day, and
we experienced great pain at parting. I gave him paper and
chalks to work his way with, and the*double-barrelled gun 1
had killed most of my birds with, and which I had purchased at
Philadelphia in 1805. I also began to copy the ‘Death of
Montgomery,” from a print. My drawing was highly praised by
my friends at Natchez, and Dr. Provan, like a good geniud,
insisted it should be raffled. I valued it at three hundred dollars,
and Dr. Provan sold all the tickets but one, at ten dollars each.
He then put my name down for that, saying he hoped it would
be the winning one. The raffle took place in my absence, and
when I returned, my friend the doctor came and brought me
three hundred dollars and the picture, beautifully framed, saying,
“Your number has drawn it, and the subscribers are all agreed
that no one is more deserving of it than yourself.””

“ September 1. My wife writes to me that the child she was
in charge of is dead, and that consequently she had determined
to come on to Natchez. I redeived her with great pleasure at
the landing, and immediately got a house hired, in which we
might resume housekeeping. Inthe mean time my wife engaged
with a clergyman named Davis, in a situation similar to that
which she had held in New Orleans,” I was much pleased with
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the conduct of Mr. Quaglass, whose kindness of heart very much
belied his coarse exterior.

“October 27. 1 met a gentleman from Mexico, who proposed
to me to go to Mexico and establish a paper mill in that
country. He proposed to supply the funds if I took care of the
mill. At Natchez I met Mr. Murray, formerly of Charleston,
and Mr. Blackburn, formerly of Cincinnati. They had both
suffered heavy reverses of fortine, and appeared to me to be in
distress. Their change of fortune was sufficient to reconcilé me
to my own vexations.

“ November 3. While engaged in sketching a view of Natchez,
an English gentleman named Seacock was introduced to me as
a naturalist. He called and spent the evening with me, and
examined my drawings, and advised me to visit England and
take them with me. But when he said I should probably have
to spend several gears to perfect them, and to make myself
known, I closed my drawings and turned my mind from the
thought. My wife, finding it difficult to get her salary for
teaching, has resolved to relinquish her situation.”

In December there arrived at Natchez a portrait-painter,
from whom Audubon received his first lessons in the use of oil
colours,and who was in return instructed by the naturalist in chalk
drawing. Mrs. Audubon was desirous that her husband should
go to Europe, and obtain complete instruction in the use of
oil; and wigh this aim in view she entered into an engage-
ment with a Mrs. Perry to educate her children, along with her
own and a limited number of pupils.  Mrs. Perry lived at
Bayou Sara, and thither Mrs. Audubon removed, while her
husband remained at Natchez, painting with his- friend Stein,
the artist whose instructions in oil painting had been so valuable.
After enjoying all the patronage to bt expected at Natchez,
Audubon and his friend Stein resolyed to start on an ex-
pedition as perambulating portrait-painters; and purchasing a
waggon, prepared for a long expedition through the Southern
States.

“I had finally determined to break through all bonds, and
pursue my ornithological pursuits. My best friends solemnly
regarded me as a madman, and my wife and family alone gave
me encouragement. My wife alone determined that my genius

v
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78 LIFE OF AUDUBON

should prevail, and that my final success as an ornithologist
should be triumphant.

“ March, 1823. My preparations for leaving Natchez almost
('IIIH]Jt't".

“May 1. Left Mr. Perry’s on a visit to Jackson, Mississippi,
which I found to be a mean place, a rendezvous for gamblers
and vagabonds. Disgusted with the place and the people, I
left it and returned to my wife. I agreed to remain with the
Perrys throughout the summer, and teach the young ladies
music and drawing. I continued to exercise myself in painting
with oil, and greatly improved myself. I undertook to paint
the ]ml'tl‘;liis of my wife's ]Hll\il\‘. but found their ('ullllll('xinlN
difficult to transfer to cahvas. On account of some misunder-
standing, I left the Perrys and returned to Natchez, but did not
know what course to follow. I thought of going to Philadelphia,
and again Illullj_"]l[ of j;uihj,_" to Louisville and once more 4-11114'5!1_‘_"
upon mercantile pursuits, but had no money to move any-
where.”

During a visit to a plantation near Natchez, both he and his
son Vietor were attacked with fever, and Mrs. Audubon hasténed
to nurse lmlll of Ilh‘lll.

“ September 8. 1 was asked to go and reeruit my health at
the Perrys’, and I went to Bayou Sara. I sent on my drawings
to I'Ill]:l'[l‘[[']li.‘l. and resolved to visit that city and obtain em-
ployment as a teacher.

¢ .\'(/'f: mber 30. Sold a note for services in Natchez, and with
proceeds took steamer to New Orleans.

“October 3. Left New Orleans for Kentucky, where I in-
tended to leave my son Vietor with my wife’s relations, and
proceed on my travels. T left Bayou Sara with my son Victor
on board the steamer Magnet, bound for the Ohio, and was
kindly treated by Captain McKnight, the commander.  After a
pleasant voyage we arrived, at the beautiful village of Trinity,
but found the water too low for further navigation. I had
resolved to push on my journcy, it Victor was strong enough to
undertake the exertion. Other two passengers desired to se-
company us, and after I had left my l\l:‘_':lj,'" to the care of the
tavern-keeper, our party erossed Cash Creck, at which I had

before spent a pleasant time, and pushed across the country.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH THE WILDS. 79

Vietor, who was scarcely fourteen, was a lively boy, and had no
fear of failing. Cleaving our way, Indian-file fashion, through
the cane brakes—through the burnt forest—through the brush-
\\uwl-t'l:nl I'illll\'.\‘ of 1||t' ]‘i\wl‘. :11111 :llull;" l]l" |N‘|r|»['\' >|\HI'1‘. woe
reached, after twelve miles’ walking, the village of America.
Aftei refreshine ourselves we 1'<}T<‘I'l‘1| another seven miles, and
]'1':I"Ill‘1l a 1‘it|»il|, \\ln-l‘w we were \\t'“ l'w'vi\'l'tl lt}' a ~4111;1H¢'l‘
family.

“After a bath in the Ohio, my son and myself joined the rest,
and we enjoyed an excellent supper, and a capital sleep in such
beds as could be lll‘n\'itl«'t|. \\ e rose at break of tl;l)‘ and left
our kind host and hostess, who would receive no pecuniary
reward. At seven miles further we found an excellent breakfast
at a house owned by a very lazy fellow, whose beautiful wife
:1!»|u‘;n'l*(| to be \ll[it‘l‘inl' to her station, and who conducted the
household affairs in a very agreeable manner.  We left a dollar
with one of the children, and pursned our way along the beach
of the Ohio. After [ll'nwl'wlin‘_f some distance, my son Victor
broke down, but after a rest he \”\]‘ll']ll) revived at the si;lll of
a wild turkey, and resumed his journey in good spirits.  We
reached Belgrade and continued our journey. Towards sunset
we reached the shores of the .river, H|v|n>\i'|' the mouth of the
Cumberland.  On a hill, the property of Major B., we found a

house and a solitary woman, wretchedly poor, but very kind.

She assurefl us that if we could not cross the river, she would

ofve us food and shelter for the night, but said that as the
moon was up, she could get us put over when her skiff came
back. Hungry and fatigued, we lay down on the brown grass,
waiting either a scanty meal, or the skiff that was to convey
us across the river. I had alrcady grated the corn for our
supper, run down the chickens, and made a fire, when a cery of
“‘Boat coming! roused us all.  We crossed the river Ohio, and
[ again found myself in Kentueky, the native state of my two
sons.  We then pursued our onward journey, but my son
suffered sl\l'i'l.\‘ from lameness. As we ll'll«]gwl ;llullj:. l)“]]lill;_"
rémarkable occurred excepting that we saw a fine black wolf,
quite tame and gentle, the owner of which had refused a
hundred dollars for it. Mr. Rose, who was an elgineer, and a

man of taste, |r|.|_\w| on the flageolet to li;hh’h our j«llll‘llﬁ)'.
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80 LIFE OF AUDUBON.

At an orchard we filled our pockets with October~peaches, and
when we came to Trade Water river we found it low; the
acorns were already drifted on its shallows, and the ducks were
running about picking them up. Passing a flat bottom, we saw
a large buffalo lick.
“We reached Highland Lick, where we stumbled on.a cabin,
 the door of which we thrust open, overturning a chair that had
been put behind it. On a dirty bed lay a man, a table, with a
journal, or perhaps ledger, before him, a small cask in the
corner near him, a brass pistol on a nail over his head, and a
long Spanish dagger by his side. He arose and asked what we
wanted ? ‘The way to a better place, the road to Sugg’s’
‘Follow the road, and you will get to his house in about five
miles.” Separating from our companions, who were unable to
proceed at the same pace, we reached Green River, were ferried
across, and shortly afterwards reached Louisville.”
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AND Lyxxes Hmineg v TreEs,

“Ox the 25th ‘October, 1822
Louisville with thirteen dollars in my pocket.

RespENcE AT LoumsviLLE—PAmNTING THE FaArLLs or. THE OHio—AN
ADVENTURE IN THE Woops—F'Loons oF THE Mississippi—THE WASTE
of Warers—THE FroopEp Foresr—SravGHTER OF GAME—BEARS

822, writes Audubon, “1 entered

I found my

friends very cool, and my position very insecure. My son
Victor I managed to get into the counting-house of a friend,
and I engaged to paint the interior of a steamer. I was advised
to make a painting of the falls of the Ohio, and commenced

the work.

“ November 9. Busy at work, when the weather permitted,
and resolved to paint one hundred views of American scenery.
I shall not be surprised to find myself seated soon at the foot

of Niagara.”

While painting he mainly resided at Shipping Port, a little

village near Louisville.

In his journey between Green River

and Louisville, he took conveyance in a cart, the owner

agreeing to drive the distance.

In doing so, the driver

missed his route, and in a storm went far off the way. The
horses instinctively led the way to a log hut, inhabited by a
newly-married pair, who did their utmost to show befitting

hospitality.

In the midst of a hurricane the host rode off to his

father’s, some miles distant, for a keg of cider; the wife baked

bread and roasted fowls, and finally determined to sleep on the
floor, so that the steapgers might have the comfort of a bed.
.
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82 LIFE OF AUDUBON,

Of such hospitality Audubon speaks highly, and seems to other quad:
lament its decadence among residents in the more civilised crouched ar
states of the Union. Some notes upon the effects of the floods abundance, |
which swell American rivers into inland seas.are also contained on which tl
in the journal of his residence at Louisville. Writing of to them. F
the devastation created by overflows of the Mississippi, he reaching dr
remarks :— s to die by a

“The river rises until its banks are flooded and the levees. § of waters, (
overflown. It then sweeps inland, over swamps, prairie, hundreds.
and forest, until the country is a turbid ocean, checkered by “Opposite
masses and strips of the forest, through which the flood rolls bank of con
lazily down cypress-shadowed glades under the gloomy pines, is immense, 1
and into unexplored recesses, where the trailing vine and um- Mississippi ar
brageous foliage dim the light of the noonday sun. In isléts being under 1
left amig the waste, deer in thousands are driven; and the squatter,
with hisfrun and canoe, finds on these refuges the game which he
slaughtdrs remorselessly for the skins or feathers that will sell.

Floating on a raft made fast by a vine rope to some stout trees,
the fargher and his family preserve their lives, while the stream
bears dway their habitation, their cut wood, their stores of grain,
their stock, and all their household goods. From creeks ofs the
forest other rafts float, laden with produce for New Orleans, and

guided by adventurous boatmen who have but vague knowledge
of their devious way, and to whom the navigation of an inland
river is not less hazardous than a voyage on a stormy sea
would be.

“I have floated on the Mississippi and Ohio when thus
swollen, and have in different places visited the submerged
lands of the interior, propelling a light canoe by the aid of
.a paddle. In this manner I have traversed immense portions
of the country overflowed by the waters of these rivers, and
particularly whilst floating over the Mississippi bottom lands
I have been struck with awe at the sight. Little or no current
is met with, unless when the canoe passes over the bed of a
bayou. All is silent and melancholy, unless when the mournful
bleating of the hemmed-in deer reaches your ear, or the dismal
scream of an eagle or a heron is heard, or the foul bird rises,
disturbed by your approach, from the carcass on which it was
allaying its craving appetite. Bears, cougars, lynxes, and all



and seems to
more civilised
g of the floods
also contained

\Vriting of
Vississippi, he

wmd the levees

umps, prairie,
checkered by
he flood rolls
gloomy pines,
vine and um-
un. In islets
d the squatter,
rame which he
that will sell.
1e stout trees,
ile the stream
tores of grain,
creeks ofs the
' Orleans, and
ue knowledge
1 of an inland
a stormy sea

o when thus
e submerged
iy the aid of
iense portions
» rivers, and
bottom lands
or no current
the bed of a
the mournful
or the dismal
ul bird rises,
which it was
ixes, and all

QUADRUPEDS HIDING IN TREES, 83
other quadrupeds that can ascend the trees, are observed
crouched among their top branches; hungry in the midst of
abundance, although they see floating around them the animals

on which they usually prey. They dare not venture to swim

to them. Fatigued by the exertions which they have made in
reaching dry land, they will therestarid the hunter’s fire, as if
to dié by a ball were better than to perish amid the waste
of waters, On occasions like this, all these animals are shot by
hundreds. P &b

“QOpposite the city of Natchez, which stands on a bluff
bank of considerable elevation, the extent of inundated land
is immense, the greater portion of the tract lying between the
Mississippi and the Red River, whicli is more than thirty miles,
being under water.”
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AUDUBON REACHES PHILADELPHIA—CALLS ON H1S oLD Friexp Dr. MEask, their natura
AND KIND RECEPTION—INTRODUCTION TO SULLY THE DPAINTER, AND to see .my

"CHAPTER X1X.

RECEIVES GRATUITOUS INSTRUCTION IN' PAINTING IN OIL—INTRODUCTIQN
1o THE PrixcE oF CANINO—THE PRiNCE'S VOLUME oN ORNITHOLOGY,
AND ILLUSTRATIONS—ACQUAINTANCE WITH LE Survr—A GicaNTIO - -
ENGRAVER—ENGAGEMENT WITH DPriNCE CANINO—MEETINGS WITH ' ])llpll of Da
RosterR AND JosErH MASON—ADVISED TO TAKE HIS DRAWINGS TO Z""](’{-(i-“t anc

The Prince
and Sciences

ExGrLAND—CorpNEsS OF PRINCE CANINO—UNABLE T0 DECIDE UPON A 9 A])Tl'l 1
PROPER CoURSE—VIsIT T0 MiLL GroOVE AND Farraxp—Dr, HArRLAN'S with me on

EXTREME KiNDNESS—A NopLE GiFr—LETTERS OF INTRODUCTION, This sentlen
-

AvpusoN reached Philadelphia on April 5, 1824, The journey sympathetica
to that city was undertaken as a desperate venture to obtain obtained no
help to complete his ornithological work, and he was soon satis- said my dray
fied that the venture would be successful. objected to ¢
“I purchased a new suit of clothes, and dressed myself with engraver bet
extreme neatness ; after which I called upon Dr. Mease, an advised me
old friend. I was received with kindness, and was introduced superior man;
to a German named Earle, who exhibited my drawings. I was “Aprd 15
also introduced to several artists, who paid me pleasant attentions, earnest. Pri
and I also odined entrance to the Philadelphia Athensgeum intended for |
and Philosophical Library. I was fortunate in obtaining an Alexander W
introduction to the portrait-painter, Sully, a man after my own I had now d
li(-an't, and who showed me great kindnesses. He was a beau- since I was ¢
tiful singer, and an artist whose hints and advice were of great representation
service to me." I afterwards saw Sully in London, where he was scries of dra
painting a portrait of the Queen of England,. and had an made a poor
opportunity of returning his kindnesses. at a dollar
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INTRODUCTION TO PRINCE CANINO.

“April 10. I was introduced to the Prince Canino, son of
Lucien, and nephew of Napoleon Buenaparte, who examined

111_\" birds, and was complimentary in his praises. He was

at the time engaged on a volume of American birds, which ;

was soon to be published ; but this did not prevent him from

admiring another naturalist’s work. ; i
“April 12. Met the prince at Dr. Mease’s, and he expressed 3¢

a-wish to examine my drawings more particylarly. I ‘found '

him very gentlemanly. He called in his .carriage, took me to

Peel, the artist who was drawing specimens of birds for his

work ; but from want of knowledge of the habits of bjrds in

a wild state, he represented them as if seated for a portrait,

instead of with their own lively animated ways when ‘seeking .

their natural food or pleasure. Other notable lwrson?s called ‘

to see .my drawings, and encouraged me with their remarks.

The Prince of Canino introduced me to the Academy of Arts

and Sciences, and pronounced my birds superb, and worthy of a

pupil of David.

¥, %

I formed the acquaintance of Le Sueur, the
zoologist and artist, who was greatly delighted with my drawings.

“ April 14. After breakfast met the prince, who called
with me on Mr. Lawson, the engraver of Mr., Wilson’s plates.

"R

‘o

This gentleman’s figure nearly reached the roof, his face was
sympathetically long, and his tongue was so long that we
obtained no opportunity of speaking in his company.

e

ASENTEETES

Lawson
said my drawings were too soft, too much like oil paintings, and
Mr. Fairman we

objected to engrave them. found. to' be an

engraver better able to appreciate my drawings, but he strongly

advised me to go to England, to have them engraved in a

superior manner.

“Aprd 15. 1 obtained a room, and commenced works in
1

earnest. Prince Canino engaged me to superintend his drawings

intended for publicatign, but my terms being much dearer than

Alexander Wilson asked, I was asked to discontinue this work.

I had now determined tb go to Europe with my ‘treasures,’

since I was assured nothing so fine in the way of ornithological

representations existed. I worked incessantly to complete my &
On inquiry, I found ‘Sully and Le Sueur

made a poor living by their brush.

series of drawings.

I had some pupils offered

at a dollar per lesson; but I found the citizens unwilling
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to pay for art, although they affected to patronize it. I ex- France, anc
hibited my drawings for a week, but found the show did not pay, Academy ix
and sq determined to remove myself. I was introduced to met with in
My. Ensel of Boston, an entomologist, then engaged upon a work This was
on American spiders. Those interested in Wilson’s book on the good men, v
American birds advised me not to publish, and not only cold died. At t
water, but_ice, was poured upon my undertaking. Had a visit Edward Ha
from my old partner Rosier, who was still thirsting for money. education, 1
“May 30. My dear friend Joseph Mason paid me a de- to his wife
lightful visit to-day. Showed all my drawings to Titian Peel, When the
who in return refused to let me see a new bird in his possession. purchased s
This little incident fills me with grief at the narrow spirit of of the Falls
humanity, and makes me wish for the solitude of the woods. but as he w
“June 12. Giving lessons in drawing at thirty dollars per into his frie)
month. A 'visit from Rembrandt Peel, who liked my drawings, me ; men li
and asked me to his studio, where I saw his “portrait of General “J could
Washington, but preferred the style of Sully. - Had a visit from the drawing
Mr. Murtrie, the naturalist, whose study of shells his made relieved. Tl
him famous. He advised me to take my drawings to England. have met wi
I labour assiduously at oil painting. I have now been twenty- the other. " A
five years pursuing my ornithological studies. Prince Canino to begin my
often visited me and admired my drawings. He advised me to have always
go to France, but he replied coldly to my application for aid to by my indus
carry out this purpose. The French consul was warmer in his Wilson often
sympathies, and kind in his encouraging assurances. “ July 26.
“June 26. Anxious to carry out my project of a visit to visit Mill G
Europe—anxious to see my wife before leaving—anxious to see day came.

" my old quarters of Mill Grove—anxious to get more instruction accompanied
from my kind' master, Sully; and altogether unable to settle thoughts of -
what course would be the more preferable. 1 was rejoiced at | passed throuy
the progress I made in oil painting, and was overwhelmed the avenue
with the goodness of Bully, who would receive no recompense mind the my
for his instructions, and gave me all the possible encouragement recollections
which his affectionate heart could dictate. once been th

“ July 12. Visited by Mr. Gilpin, who thirty-three years ago cordial welec
discovered the lead ore on Mill Grove. Called on Dr. Harlan, agreeable.
an amiable physician and naturalist, and a member of the hat and ran
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Gave him some of my draw- first heard fi
ings, aud he promised me letters to the Royal Academy of indifferent to

gt AN

NETW, b S
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o it. I ex- France, and afterwards nominated me for membership to the
7 did not pay, Academy in Philadelphia. He was one of the best men I have

ntroduced to met with in the city, and the very best among the naturalists.”

[ upon a work This was the beginning of a warm friendship between these two
} boo‘k on the good men, which increased with time, and lasted until the doctor
10t only cold died. At the same time Audubon formed a friendship with

Had a visit Edward Hands, a young ornithologist of refinement, wealth, and
for money. education, who outlived Audubon, and extended prompt relief
id me a de- to his wife during her distress after her husband’s death.
Titian Peel, When the naturalist was about to leave Philadelphia, Hands
is possession, purchased some of his drawings, and on being offered his picture
row spirit of of the Falls of the Ohio, at a sacrifice, declined the purchase,
e woods. but as he was saying good-bye, squeezed a hundred-dollar bill

dollars per into his friend’s hand, saying, “ Mr. Audubon, accept this from
oy drawings, me ; men like you ought not to want for money.”

t of General “ I could only express my gratitude by insisting on his receiving

a visit from the drawings of all my French birds, which he did, and I was
s his made relieved. This is the second instance of disinterested generosity I

to England. have met with in my life, the good Dr. Provan of Natchez being
)reen twenty- the other. - And now I have in hand one hundred and thirty dollars

ince Canino to begin my journey of three thousand miles. Before this I
vised me to have always thought I could work my way through the world

n for aid to by my industry ; but I see that I shall have to leave here, as
irmer in his Wilson often did, without a cent in my pocket.

“July 26. Reuben Haines, a generous friend, invited me to
f a visit to visit Mill Grove in his carriage, and I was impatient until the

dous to see day came. His wife, a beautiful woman, and her daughter.
instruction accompanied us, On the way my heart swelled with many

le to settle thoughts of what my life had been there, of the scenes I had
rejoiced at | passed through since, and of my condition now. As we entered

rerwhelmed the avenue leading to MillaGroye, every step brought to my
recompense mind the memory of past years, and I was bewildered by the

yuragement recollections until we reached the door of the house, which had
once been the residence of my father as well as myself. The

years ago cordial welcome of Mr. Watherell, the owner, was extremely

)r. Harlan, agreeable. After resting a few moments, I abruptly took my
er of the hat and ran wildly towards the woods, to the grotto where I
my draw- § first heard from my wife the acknowledgment that I was not

cademy of § indifferent to her. It had been torn down, and-somr stones
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carted away ; but raising my eyes towards heaven, I repeated
the promise we had

and as I entered the

the spot where my wife and myself were for ever joirfed. Every-
body wag/kind to me, and invited me to come to the Grove
whenevef I visited Pennsylvania, and 1 returned full of delight.
Gave Mir. Haines my portrait, drawn by myself, ‘on condition
that he \should have it copied in case of :ay,death before
making another, and send it to my wife. =

“dJuly 31. Engaged, in preparations for leaving Philadelphia,

where I received many letters of introduction. Among them
are the following :—

“¢ GILBERT S S
«¢Dear Sig, GILBERT STUART, ESQ,,

“¢It is hardly necessary for Mr. Audubon to take credentials
for an introduction to you; the inspection of one of his drawings
of birds will be sufficient recommendation to your notice. Yet
an acquaintance with him of several months enables me to
speak of him as a man, and I would consent to forfeit
to discernment of character if he does not merit your

11 claims
r,gsteem.
“¢Sincerely your friend,
“‘Tuomas SvLLy.”

e T A o - .
\ / Af ) STON, Esq.
« ¢ DEAR SIR, WasHiNGTON ALsTON, Esq.,

“¢ Mr, Audubon will call on you with this, and will be pleased
to show you specimens of his drawings in ornithology. He is
engaged in preparing a work on this subject for publication,
which for copiousness and talent bids fair in my estimation to
surpass all that has yet been done, at least in this country. |I
have“great esteem for the character of Mr. Audubon, and am
pleased to make him known to you, though I should hesitate to
give a letter of introduction to you in favour of an ordinary
person, knowing that your time is precious; but in the present
instance I run no risk of intrusion. I shall always remember
you with affectionate regard. )

¢ ¢ Sincerely your friend,
J “¢‘Taomas SuLLy.””
A letter of similar imporf was given by Mr. Sully to Colonel
Trumbull.

ﬁtually made. We dined at Mill Grovef

rlour I stood motionless for a moment on
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CHAPTER XX.

AUDUBON LEAVES PHILADELPHIA—ARRIVAL AT NEW YORK—MEETING WITH
JosepH BuoNApArRTE—INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW YORK LYCEUM, AND
RECEPTION BY THE MEMBERS—INQUIRIES ABOUT THE PUBLICATION OF HIS
VorLuMe oN Birps, AND DisMaL ANricrpATIONs—LEAVES NEW YORK,
AND ARRIVAL AT ALBANY—VISIT T0 NIAGARA, AND EXTRAORDINARY
IMPRESSIONS—DPASSAGE IN SCHOONER ACROSS LAKE ERIE—STORM, AND
RescUE oF DRAWINGS—ADVENTURES AT MEADVILLE—ARRIVAL AND RE-
CEPTION AT PITTSBURG,

.

“ August 1, 1824. 1 Lerr Philadelphia for New York yesterday
at five o’clock in good health, free from debt and free from
anxiety about the future. On afriving at New York a cart
took our luggage to our lodgings, and about one hundred

passengers perched about us, as I have seen chimney swallows.

perched on a roof before their morning flight. I felt happy
and comfortable in the city, and sauntered about admiring
its beautiful streets and landings. I found most of the parties
to whom I carried letters of introduction absent, and I already
began to regret leaving Philadelphia so hurriedly. I began to
consider whether I should visit Albany or Boston, in the hope
of improving my financial position. '

“ August 2. Met Joseph Buonaparte, and his two danghters,
and his nephew, Charles, Prince of Canino. Visited the museum
at New York, and found the specimens of stuffed birds set up in
unnatural and constrained attitudes. This appears to be the
universal practice, and the world owes to me the adoption of the
plan of drawing from animated nature. Wilson is the only one
who has in any tolerable degree adopted’ my plan.

“ August 3. Called on Vanderlyn, and was kindly received by

ez

“fA
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him.

that he was a great painter.

“ August 4. Called on Dr. Mitchell with my letters of intro-
duction, who gave me a kind letter of introduction to his friend
Dr. Barmies, explaining that I wished to show my drawings to
the. members of the Lyceum, and become a member of that

institution. '

“ August 9. I have been making inquiries regarding
'publi('ntion of my drawings in New York; but find that
is little prospect of the undertaking lwmgj favourably received.
I have reason to suspect that unhwm]lv communications have
been sent to the publishers from Philadelphia, by parties inte-
rested in Wilson’s volume, and who have represented that my
drwings have not been wholly done by myself.
I look to Europe as my only llup(f

he

Full of despair,

- I visited the Lyceum, and my portfolio was examined by " the
members of the institute; among whom I felt awkward and
uncpmfortable.  After living among such people I feel clouded
and Mepressed. Remember that I have done nothing, and fear
I may die unknown. I feehl am strange to all but the birds of
America. In a few days I shall be in the woods and quite
forgotten.

“ August 10. My spirits low, and long for the woods zxruin;
but the prospect of becoming known prompts me to remain
another day. Met the artist Vanderlyn, who asked me to
give him a sitting for a portrait of General Jackson, since my
figure considerably resembled that of the
any he had ever seen.
¢hild, and filled my time.

 August 15.

General, more than
I likewise sketched my landlady and

Sailed up the Hudson for Albany with three
hyndred and seventy-five passengers, twenty-three of whom
ware composed of a delegation of Indians from six tribes, who
wfere returning to the. %"Nt from Washington. Arrived at
Albany, but found both Dewitt Clinton and Dr. Beck absent,
Money getting scarce, I “abandoned the ide a of visiting Boston,
but determined to see Niagara. Engaged a passage at seven

dollars on a canal-boat for Rochester, N. V., distant two hundred
and sixty-eight miles.

(
l

No incident happened to me worth

Examined his pictures with pleasure, and saw the medal
given him by Napoleon, but was not impressed with the idea

ere/
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recording, only that the passengers were doubtful whether or
not I was § government officer, commissioner, or spy. I ob-

_ tained some new birds by the way, and in six days I arrived at

Rochester.

“ Rochester, August 22. Five years ago there weré but few
buildings here, and the population is now five thousand; the
banks of the river are lined with mills and factories. The
beautiful falls of the Genesee River, about eighty feet high and
four times as broad, I have visited, and have made a slight
sketéheof them. One and a half miles below is another fall of
the same height, but the water is much more broken in its
descent.

“ August 24. Took passage for Buffalo, arrived safely, and
passed a sleepless night, as most of my nights have been since
[ began my wanderings. Left next morning for the Falls of
Niagara : the country is poor, the soil stiff white clay, and the
people are lank and sallow. Arrived at the hotel, found but
few visitors, recorded my name, and wrote under it, ¢who,
like WHgon, will ramble; but never, like that great man, die
under the lash of a bookseller.’
> « All trembling I réached the Falls of Niagara, and oh, what a

scene ! my bleod shudders still, although I am not a coward, at

the grandeur of the Crvutor';'(puwur; and I gazed motionless on
this new display of the irresigfible force of one of His elements.
The falls, the rainbow, the rapids, and the surroundings all
unite to strike the senses with awe ; they defy description with
pen or pencil ; and a view satisfied me that Niagara never had
been, and never will be painted. I moved towards the rapids,
over which there-is a bridge to Goat Island, that I would like
to have crossed, to look on the water which was rushing with
indescribable swiftness below, but was deterred from the low
sfate of my funds. Walking along the edge of the stream for a
few hundred yards) the full effect of the whole grand rush of
the water was before me. The colour of the water was a verdi-
gris green, and contrasted remarkably with the falling torrent.
The mist of the spray mounted to the clouds, while the roaring
below sounded like constant heavy thunder, making me think
at times that the earth was shaking also.

“From this point I could see three-quarters of a mile down
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the river, which appeared quite calm. I descended a flight of § during the 1
about seventy steps, and walked and crouched on my hams J§ anchor I cam
along a rugged slippery path to the edge of the river, where a | Navy, then p
man and a skiff-are always waiting to take visitors to the J with six men
opposite shore. I approached as near the falling water as | | and never sha
could, without losing sight of the objects behind me. In a few | into the boai
moments my clothes were wet. I retired a few hundred yards [ seated oursel
to admire two beautiful rainbows, which seemed to surround me, pulled hard,
and also looked as if spanning obliquely from the American to § American sho
the Canadian shore. Visitors can walk under the falling sheet of l ings were safe
water, and see through it, while at their feet are thousands of the moment.
eels lying side by side, trying vainly to ascend the torrent. companion axn
“I afterwards strolled through the village to find some bread  Our luggage
and milk, and ate a good digndr for twelve cents. Went to Meadville, for
bed at night thinking of Frapklin eating his roll in the streets l§ accepted, and
of Philadelphia, of Goldsmigh travelling by the help of his “The coun
musical powers, and of othdr great men who had worked their l§ favourable to
way through hardships and difficulties to fame, and fell asleep day. At nigh
hoping, by persevering iudustry, to make a name for myself J§ our conductor’
among my countrymen. had not yet re
“ Buffalo, August 25. 'This village was utterly destroyed by | our driver beir
fire in the war of eighteen hundred and twelve, but now has l§ found her a ¢
about two hundred houses, a bank, and daily mail. It is now up a blazing {
filled with Indians, who have come here to receive their annuity milk on the ts
from the government. The chief Red Jacket is a noble-looking 8 were shown i
man ; another, called the Devil’s Ramrod, has a savage look. companion ant
Took a deck-passage on board a schooner bound to Erie, Penn- slumbers were
sylvania ; fare one dollar and fifty cents, to furnish my own bed by three youn;
and provisions; my buffalo-robe and blanket served for the blew it out an
former. The captain invited me to sleep in the cabin; but I spoken, the gir
declined, as I never encroach where I have no right. The sky them say how ¢
was serene, and I threw myself on the deck contemplating the taken as well
unfathomable immensity above me,and contrasting the comforts promised to di
which ten days before I was enjoying with my present con- discovered the
dition. Even the sailors, ignorant of my name, look on me as |8 had awakened.
a poor devil not able to pay for a cabin passage. the girls than
“In our voyage we had safely run the distance to Presque Sunday clothes,
Isle Harbour, but could not pass, the bar on account of a violent J8 to their great d
gale, The anchor was dml/l and we remained on board reached my sei
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ided a flight of § during the night. How long we might have remained at
| on my hams § anchor I cannot tell, had not Captain Judd, of the United States

» river, where a | Navy, then probably commandant at Presque Isle, sent a gig
visitors to the B with six men to our relief. It was on the 29th of August, 1824,

ing water as | l§ and never shall T forget that morning. My drawings were put
me. Inafew B into the boat with the greatest care. We shifted into it, and
hundred yards § seated ourselves according to direction. Our brave fellows
o surround me, pulled hard, and every moment brought us nearer to the

16 American to American shore ; I leaped upon it with elated heart. My draw-
falling sheet of l ings were safely landed, and for anything else I cared little at
re thousands of § the moment. After a humble meal of bread and milk, a
1e torrent. § companion and myself settled to proceed upon our journey.
nd some bread Our luggage was rather heavy, so we hired a cart to take it to
mts. Went to [ Meadville, for which we offered five dollars, This sum was
Lin the streets l§ accepted, and we set off.

e help of his “The country through which we passed might have proved
I worked their | favourable to our pursuits, had it not rained nearly the whole
ind fell asleep @ day. At night we alighted, and put up at a house belonging to
ne for myself  our conductor’s father. It was Sunday night. The good folks

had not yet returned from a distant church, the grandmother of

destroyed by @ our driver being the only individual about the premises. We
but now has found her a cheerful dame, who bestirred herself actively, got
il. It is now | up a blazing fire to dry our wet clothes, and she put bread and
their annuity milk on the table. We asked for a place in which to rest, and

noble-looking were shown into a room in which were several beds. My
savage look, companion and myself was soon in bed and asleep; but our

o Erie, Penn- slumbers were broken by a light, which we found to be carried

1 my own bed by three young damsels, who, having observed where we lay,
rved for the blew it out and got into a bed opposite ours. As we had not

cabin; but I spoken, the girls supposed we were sound ‘asleep, and we heard
ht. The sky them say how delighted they would be to have their portraits

mmplating the taken as well as their grandmother, whose likeness I had
the comforts promised to draw. Day dawned, and as we were dressing we

present con- discovered the girls had dressed in silence and left us before we
ok on me as  had awakened. No sooner had I offered to draw the portraits of

the gigls than they disappeared, and soon returned in their
v to Presque J Sunday clothes. The black chalk was at work in a few minutes,
b of a violent | to their great delight; and while the flavour of the breakfast
'd on board reached my sensitive nose, I worked with redoubled ardour.
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The sketches were soon finished, and the breakfast over. I
played a few airs on my flageolet while our guide was putting
the horses to the cart, and by ten o'clock we were once more on
the road to Meadville.

“The country was covered with heavy timber, principally

evergreens ; the pines and cucumber trees, loaded with brilliant

* fruits, and the spruce, throwing a shade over the land, in good
keeping with the picture. The lateness of the crops alone
struck us as unpleasant. At length we came in-sight of French
Creek, and soon after we reached Meadville. Here we paid the
five dollars promised to our conductor, who instantly faced
about, and applying the whip to his nags bade us adieu.

“We had now only one hundred and fifty cents. No time was
to be lost. We put our luggage and ourselves tnder the roof
of a tavern-keeper, known by the name of J. F. Smith, at the
sign of the ‘Travellers’ Rest,’ and soorr after took a walk to
survey the little village that was to be laid under contribution
for our support. Putting my portfolio under my arm, and a
few good créllentials in my pocket, I walked up the main
street, looking to the right and left, examining the different
heads which occurred, until I fixed my eyes on a gentleman in
a store who looked as if he might want a sketch. I begged him
to allow me to sit down. This granted, I remained perfectly
silent, and he soon asked me what was in that ¢portfolio.’
The words sounded well, and without waiting another instant I
opened it to his view. He was a Hollander, who complimented
me on the execution of the drawings of birds and flowers in my
portfolio. Showing him a sketch of the best friend I have in
the world at present, I asked him if he would like one in the
same style of himself? He not only answered in the affirma-
tive, but assured me that he would exert himself in procuring
as many more customers as he could. I thanked him, and
returned to the ‘Travellers’ Rest’ with a hope that to-thorrow
might prove .propitious. Supper was ready, and we begag our
meal. I was looked on as a missionary priest, on au-cu:zn of
my hair, which in those days flowed loosely on my shoulders.
I was asked to say”grace, which I did with a fervent spirit.
Next morning I visited the merchant, and succeeded in making
a sketch of him that pleased hipi highly. While working at
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ARRIVAL AT PITTSBURG.

Wkfast over. 1 him the room became crowded with the village aristocracy.
de was putting Some laughed, while others expressed their wonder, but my
@ once more on work went on. My sitter invited me to spend the evening with
him, which I did, and joined him in some music on the flute
er, principally and violin. I returned to my companion with great pleasure;
1 with brilliant and you may judge how much that pleasure was increased when
» land, in good I found that he also had made two sketches. Having written a
e crops alone page or two of our journals, we retired to. rest. With our
ight of French pockets replenished we soon afterwards left for Pittsburg, where
re we paid the we arrived in safety.
nstantly faced “September 7. 1 was more politely received than on former
adieu. occasions at ‘Pittsburg, and which I found was due to the recep-
No time was tion I had met with in Philadelphia, and some rumours of which

inder the roof had reached the West.

Smith, at the “Qctober 9. Spent one month at Pittsburg scouring the
ok a walk to country for birds, and continuing my drawings. Made the ac-
* contribution quaintance of the Rev. John H. Hopkins. Found him an
y arm, and a amiable man, and attended some of his ministrations ” (the first
up the main reference made in his journal to church-going). “In my mind
the different church attendance has been confounded with such rascally
gentleman in conduct otherwise that I cannot think of it without sadness. I
[ begged: him met a Mr. Baldwin, who volunteered: to subscribe for my book
ned perfectly of birds—the third hundred name given to me .In the course of
it “portfolio. my intimacy with the Rev. Mr. Hopkins I was brought to think
her instant I more than I usually did of religious matters; but 1 confess I
omplimented never Yhink of churches without feeling sick at heart at the
lowers in my sham €nd show of some of their professors. To repay evils
id I have in with kindness is the religion I was taught to practise, and this

» one in the will for ever be my rule.”
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xd him, and
it to-thorrow
'e begny our
1 zu'u::zn ol
y shoulders.
rvent spirit.
l in making
working at



LIFE OF AUDUBON.

CHAPTER XXI.

AUDUBON BRINGS ABOUT AND CoMMENCES A VOYAGE powN THE OHIO TO THE
SOUTH—ABANDONMENT OF THE EXPEDITION—ARRIVAL AT CINCINNATI—
Visir ro LouisviLLe, ANpD MEEYING wiTH HIS SoN VierorR—VOYAGE TO
BAyou SARA—A PLAGUE-STRICKEN ToOWN—ADVENTURE IN THE W00DS—
MEegring Mgs, AupuBoN—TuUfNs DANCING-MASTER—A DROLL SCENE—
A Sucgessrun SPECULATION—VISIT T0 ENGLAND, AND COMPLETION OF
THE ORNITHOLOGICAL WORK FPRESEEN,

“ October 24. For some days I have been meditating on pur-
chasing a skiff and going down the Ohio and Mississippi in it, as
I had done.years before. I purchased a boat, and filling it with
provisions, bade my friends adieu, and started in company with
an artist, al{doctor, and an Irishman,
night and slept in it.

“ Qctober 29. Reached Wheeling after suffering much from
wet and raip. The artist and doctor were disgusted with boat-
ing, and left. The Irishman was tired of his bargain. My
finances were very low. I tried to sell some lithographs of
General Lafayette, but did not succeed. I sold my skiff, and
took passage in a keel-boat to Cincinnati, with a lot of passen-
gers, army officers, and others. I arrived at Cincinnati, visited
my old house, and met many old friends in that city.

“ While at Cincinnati I was beset by claims for the payment
of articles which years before had been ordered for the museum,
but from which I got no benefit. Without money or the means of
making it, I applied to Messrs. Keating and Bell for the loan of
fifteen dollars, but had not the courage to do so until I had
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ARRIVAL AT BAYOU SARA. Jot

walked past their house several times, unable to make up my
mind how to ask the favour. I got the loan cheerfully, and
took a deck-passage to Louisville. T was allowed to take my
meals in the cabin, and at night slept among some shavings I

managed to scrape together.

The spirit of contentment which
[ now feel is strange—it borders on the sublime ; and enthusiast
or lunatic—as some of my relatives will have me

-1 am glad to

possess such a spirit.

“ Lowsville, November 20. Took lodgings at the house of a
person to whom I had given lessons, and hastened to shipping
port to see my son Victor. Received a letter from General
Jackson, with an introduction to the Governor of Florida. 1
discover that my friends think only of my apparel, and those
upon whom I have conferred acts of kindness prefer to remind
me of my errors. I decide to go down the Mississippi to my
old home of Bayou Sara, and there open a school, with the

profits of which to complete my ornithological studies. Engage :;
S , o
a passage for eight dollars. '

“I arrived at Bayou Sara with rent and wasted clothes and
uncut hair, and altogether looking like the Wandering Jew. by

“The steamer which brought me was on her way to New

Orleans, and I was put ashore in a small boat about midnight, fr
and left to grope my way on a dark, rainy, and sultry night to b -

the village, about one mile distant. That awful scourge the

. h R - vis . t
yellow fever prevailed, and was taking off the citizens with :"
greater rapidity than had ever beforé been known. When I o

arrived, the desolation was so great that one large hotel was b/
deserted, and I walked in, finding the doors all open, and the
furniture in the house, but not a living person.

The inmates
I walked to the Post Office, |
roused the postmaster, and learned to my joy that my wife |
and son were well at Mrs. Perry’s.

had all gone to the pine woods.

He had no accommodation
for me, but recommended me to a tavern where I Wight find a
bed. The atmosphere was calm, heavy, and suffocating, and it
seemed to me as if I were breathing death while hunting for
this tavern ; finding it, the landlord told me he had not a spare
bed, but mentioned a German at the end of the village who

might take me in; off there I walked, and was kindly received.

Lhe German was a man of cultivation and taste, and a lover of

H
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natural science, and had collected a variety of interesting
objects. He gave me some refreshment, and offered me a
horse to ride to Mrs. l’t‘l'l‘_\".\‘. The horse was soon at the door,
and with many thanks I bade him adien. My anxiety to reach
my beloved wife and child was so great that I resolved to make
a straight course through the woods, which I thought I knew
thoroughly, and hardly caring where [ should cross the bayou.
In less than two hours I reached its shores, but the horse re-
fused to enter the water, and snorting suddenly, turned and
made off through the woods, as if desirous of erossing at some
other place, and when he reached the shore again walked in,
and crossed me safely to the other side. = The sky was overcast,
and the mosquitoes plentiful; but I thonght I recognized the
spot where I had wafched the habits of a wild cat, or a deer, as
the clouds broke i'l\\';l.\', and the stars now and then peeped
through to help me make my way through the gloomy forests.
But in this I was mistaken, for when da¥y dawned I found my-
self in woods which were unknown to me. However, I chanced
to meet a black man, who told me where I was, and that I had
passed Mrs. Perry’s plantation two miles. Turning my horse’s
head, and putting spurs to him, a brisk gallop soon brought me
to the house. It was .early, but I found my beloved wife up
and engaged in ;:i\’in‘;_\u lesson to her pupils, and, holding and
kissing her, I was once more happy, and all niy toils and trials
were forgotten.

“ December 1. After a few days’ rest I began to think of the
future, and to look about to see what I could do to hasten the
publication of my drawings. My wife was receiving a large
income—nearly three thousand dollars a year—f{rom her industry
and talents, which she generously offered me to help forward
their publication ; and I resolved on a mew effort to increase
the amount by my own energy and labour. Numerous pupils
desired lessons in musie, French, and drawing. From Woodville
[ received a special invitation to teach dancing, and a class of
sixty was soon organized. I went to begin my duties, dressed
myself at the hotel, and with my fiddle under my arm entered

the ball-room. I found my music highly appreciated, and in-

mediately commenced proceedings.
“I placed all the gentlemen in a line reaching across the hall
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A DANCING LESSON.

and get ready when they were called. How I toiled before
[ could get one graceful step or motion! I broke my bow and
nearly my violin in my excitement and impatience! The
gentlemen were soon “fatigued. The ladies were next placed
in the same order and made to walk the steps; and then came
the trial for both parties to proceed at the same time, while I
pushed one here and another there, and was all the while
singing myself, to assist their movements.

Many of the parents
were present, and were delighted.

After this first lesson was
over I was requested to dance to my own musie, which 1 did
until the whole room came down in thunders of applause in
clapping of hands and shouting, which put an end to my first

lesson and to an amusing comedy. Lessons in fencing followed

to the young gentlemen, and I went to bed extremely fatigued.
“The dancing speculation fetched two thousand dollars; and

with this capital and my wife’s savings I was now able to

foresee a successful issue to my great ornithological work.”
The remainder of Audubon’s residence at Bayou Sara was

taken up with preparations for his intended voyage to England,—

where he expected to find the fame given-to all heroes so tardily
in their own countries.
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thinking to give the young ladies time to compose themselves

>
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CHAPTER XXIT.

AvupvpoN Sais From NEw ORLEANS FOR li.\‘l.l,,r\\n ON BOARD THE DELOS—
MornER CAREY'S CHICKENS—DEATH OF 4 YOUNG ALLIGATOR—INCIDENTS
oF TnE Vovace—Idasirs or Dor |'1||‘L.~'--f\l|‘..\'l' TESTED FOR PoIsoN—
Rice DUNTING REACHES THE SHIP, AND 18 CAPTURED BY A PEREGRINE
FALCON—CATCHING RUDDER-FISH—SUCCESSFUL SPORT,

%

“ Aprdl 2Gth, 1826. I LEFT my wife and son at Bayou Sara for
¢ New Orleans on my way to England, and engaged a passage to

Liverpool gn hoard the ship Delos. The vessel did not sail
as soon as expected, and I was necessarily delayed at New
Orleans. I obtained several Tetters of introduction from persons
in New Orleans to friends in England, and one from Governor
Johnson of Louisiana with the seal of the State on' it, which
saved me the trouble of getting a passport.

“On the 19th of May the steam-tug Hercules towed the
Delos out to sea, and with light winds we pursued our voyage.
The time was pleasantly | spent shooting birds and catching
dolphins and sharks, from which I made frequent sketches.

“ May 27. Had Mother Carey’s chickens following us, and
desired to get one of the beautiful birds as they swept past
pattering the water with their feet, and returning after long
ranges for scraps of oil and fat floated astern. I dropped one
with my gun, and the captain kindly ordered a boat to be
lowered to recover the shot bird.
found it to be a female.

“ May 31. Saw a small vessel maki

I examined the bird and

1z towards us; she was
a suspicious-looking craft, and our crew had pardonable fears
A young fat alligator I had

with me died to day, from being placed among salt instead of

she might prove to be a pirate.

fresh water—the former being poisonous to the animal.

“Much t
and expecta
many favour
which I beli
these was th

“¢DEAR SIR,
“<] have
a gentleman
introductory
ance cannot
Audubon is
than twenty
time to the s
lection of ov
thing of the 1
of his skill,
researches. 1]
them, and if
in person or 1
you will confe
letters from N
which will d«
“u.\mn' :lllll 0
logical drawir
any museum,
think, convey
stuffed birds ol
“¢ Permit m
hospitable att
family connec
gentleman, an

conversation.

“To Ricuanrp Ra

“*Liverpx



rDp THE DELOS—

ATOR—INCIDENTS
ED ror PoisoN—
BY A PEREGRINE

ayon Sara for
d a passage to
i1 did not sail
layed at New
1 from persons
rom Governor

on' it, which

es towed the

1 our voyage.
and catching
sketches.

wing us, and
'y swept past

g after long

T

dropped one
. boat to be
the bird and

us ; she was
lonable fears
ligator I had
alt instead of

mal.
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and expectatiohs of my voyage to England. I had obtained
many favourable letters of introduction to friends in England,

which I believed would prove of material assistance, and among

these was the following :—

“¢New Orleans, May 16, 1820.
“¢DEAR SIR,

“¢] have ventured to put in the hands of Mr. John J. Audubon,
a gentleman of highly| respectable scientific acquirements, these
introductory lines to you, under the persuasion that his acquaint-
ance cannot fail to bé one of extreme interest to you. Mr.
Audubon is a native of the United States, and has spent more
than twenty years in all parts of them, devoting most of his
time to the study of ornithology. He carries with him a col-
lection of over four hundred drawings, which far surpass any-
thing of the kind I have yet seen, and afford the best evidence
of his skill, and the perfection to which he has carried his
researches. His object is to find a purchaser or a publisher for
them, and if you can aid him in this, and introduce him either
in person or by letter to men of 'li.\‘linwlinn in arts and sciences,
you will confer much of a favour on me. He has a crowd of
letters from Mr. Clay, De Witt Clinton, and others for England,
which will do much for him; but your introduction to Mr,
Roscoe and others may do more. Ilis collection of ornitho-
logical drawings would prove a most valuable acquisition to
any museum, or any monied patron of the arts, and, I should
think, convey a far better idea of* American birds than all the
stuffed birds of all the museums put together.

“¢ Permit me likewise to recommend Mr. Auduboy to your
hospitable attentions; the respectability of his life and his
family connections entitle him to the good wishes of any
gentleman, and you will derive much gratification from his
conversation.

“¢<] am, dear Sir,
“<With sincere regard,
“¢Most truly yours,
“ ¢« VINCENT NOTTE,
““To Ricuanp Rarusone, Esq.,

“eLiverpool,”™
|

“Much troubled with anxious thoughts about the purport
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“June 23. Near Capé Florida. This morning we entered the
Atlantic Ocean from the Florida Straits with a fair wind, The
land birds have left us. I leave America and my wife and
children to visit England and Europe and publish my ¢ Birds
of America.’

“In the Gulf of Mexico our vessel was becalmed for many
days; the tedium of which we beguiled by catching fish and
watching their habits. Among the others caught we were
fortunate in securing several beautiful dolphins. Dolphins
move in shoals varying from four or five to twenty or more,
hunting in packs in the waters as wolves pursue their prey on
land. The object of their pursuit is generally the flying-fish,
now and then the bonita; and when nothing better can be had
they will follow the little rudder-fish and seize it immediately
under the stern of the ship. The flying-fishes, after having
escaped for awhile by dint of their great velocity, on being
again approached by the dolphins, emerge from the water, and
spreading their broad wing-like fins, sail through the air and
digperse in all directions, like a covey of timid partridges before
the_rapacious falecon. Some pursue a direct course, others
diverge omgither side; but in a short time they all drop into
their natural élfment. While they are travelling in the air
their keen'and’ hungry pursuer, like a greyhound, follows in
their wake, an performing a succession of leaps many feet in
extent, rapidly gains upon the quarry, which is often seized just
as it falls into the sea. Dolphins manifest a very remarkable
sympathy with each other. The moment one of them is hooked
or grained, as sailors technically name their manner of harpoon-
ing, those in company make up to it, and remain around until
the unfortunate fish is pulled on board, when they generally
move off together, seldom biting at anything thrown out to
them. This, however, is the case only with the larger in-
dividuals, which keep apart from the young, in the same manner
as is observed in several species of birds; for when the smaller
dolphins are in large shoals they all remain under the bows
of the ship, and bite in succession at any sort of line, as if
determined to see what has become of their lost companions.
The dolphins caught in the Gulf of Mexico during our voyage

were suspected to be poisonous; and to ascertain whether this
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we entered the was really the case, our cook, who was an African negro, never

ir wind, The boiled or fried one without placing beside it a <1<»|Lu If the
my wife and silver was not tarnished by the time the « dolphin was ready for
ish my * Birds the table, the fish was presented to the passengers with the

s assurance that it was perfectly good. But as not a single
med for many individual of the hundred that we caught had the property of
thing fish and converting silver into copper, I suspect that our African sage
1ight we were was no magician, One morning, that of the 22nd of June, the
8. Dolphins weather sultry, T was surprised, on getting out of my hammock,
enty or more, which was \]llll" on deck, to find the water all round swarming

their prey on with dolphins, which were sporting in great glee, The sailors
he flying-fish, assured me that this was a certain token of wind, and,

er can be had they watched the movement of the fishes, added, ‘ay, and a

immediatelv fair breeze too.” I eaught several l]u'l»]lilh‘ in the course of an
after having hour, after which scarcely any remained about the ship. Not a
ity, on being breath of air came to our relief all that day, nor even the next.

he water, and “The best bait for.the dolphin is a long strip of shark’s flesh,
. the air and [ think it generally prefers it to the semblance of a flying-fish,
tridges before 8 which, indeed, it does not often seize unless when the ship is
ourse, others under weigh, and it is made to rise to the surface. There are
all drop into times, however, when hunger and the absence of their usual
ig in the air [ food will induce the |lu|11!| ns to dash at any sort of bait; and
d, follows in [ have seen some ¢ ageht by means of a piece of white linen

many feet in fastened to a hook. 'Their appetite is as keen as that of the
n seized just valture ; and wheneyer'a good opportunity. occurs they gorge

v remarkable themselves to such a degree that they become an ¢ 3y prey to

em is hooked their endwies,the balaconda and t-‘.n- bottle-nosed porpoise,
v of I“”‘l"’““‘ 8  One that had been brained while lazily swimming immg diately
around until under the stern of our ship was found to have its stomach
ey generally completely erammed with flying-fish, all regularly disposed side
e, dob. & by side, with their tafls downwards, which sugeests that the
y larger in- dolphin swallows its prey tail foremost. They looked, in fact,
aaie ‘lnznnwr like so many salted herrings packed in a box, and were, to the
the amaller number of twenty-two, each six and seven inches in length.
or the “bowi The usual length of the dolphin caught in the Gulf of Mexico

f line, as if [ 8 about three feet, and I saw none that exceeded four fect two
y W% 2 s z ; . . i
"““l]'illli'ﬂm : inches. I'he \‘.‘l'l"_;]l[ n! one ol lku‘ latter size was uul.\ ( I‘ullf‘ on
" OUT VOVAQO pounds, for this fish is extremely narrow in proportion to its
whether this length,.although rather deep in its form. When Just caug
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the upper fin, which reaches from the forehead to withjn a short

compact bod
distance of'*®the tail, is of a fine dark blue. The upper part of

]t':l]w(l out of
instant that

gides, and wou

the body in its whole length is azure, and the lower parts are of
a golden hue, mpttled irregularly with deep blue spots.
“One day several small birds, after alighting on the spars, be- coast a stiff 1
took themselves to the deck. One of them, a female rice bunting, us far upon o
drew our attention more particularly, for, a few moments after
her arrival, there came down, as if it were in her wake, 4 beautiful
peregrine falcon. The plunderer hovered about for awhile, then
stationed himself on the end of one of the yard-arms, and
suddenly pouncing on the little gleaner of the meadows, clutched
her and carried her off in exultation. I was astonished to see
the falcon feeding on the finch while on the wing with the
same case as the Mississippi kite shows while devouring, high in
air, a red-throated lizard, swept from one of the trees of the
Louisiana woods.

“ One afternoon we caught two sharks, In one of them we
found ten young ones alive, and quite capable of swimming, as
we proved by experiment ; for on' casting one of them into the
sea it immediately made off) as if it had been accustomed to shift
for itself. Of another that had been cut in two, the head half
swam out of our sight. The rest were cut in pieces, as was the
old shark, as bait for the dolphing, which, 1 have already said,
are fond of such food. Our captain, who was much’ intent on
amusing me, informed me that the rudder-fishes were plentiful

/~t«~rn, and immediately set to dressing hooks for the purpose of
catching them. There was now some air above us, the sails
aloft filled, the ship mu\‘ml%llrnu;_h the water, and the captain
and I repaired to the cabin window. 1 was furnished with a

’ fine hook, &thread line,"and some small bits of bacon, as was
the captain, and we dropped our bait among the myriads of
delicate little fishes below.  Up they came one after another,
g0 fast 1n succession that, according to my journal, we caught
three hundred and seventy in about two hours! What a mess!
and how delicious when roasted! if ever I am again becalmed
in‘the Gulf of Mexico, I shall not forget the rudder-fish, The
little things scarcely measured three inches in length; they
were thin and deep in form, and afforded excellent eating. It

was curious to sce them keep to the lee of the rudder in a
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VORACITY OF THE RUDDER-FISH. 105

compact body, and so voracious were they, that they actually
leaped out of the water at the sight of the bait. But the very
instant that the ship became still they dispersed around her
gides, and would no longer bite. After drjfting along the Florida
coast a stiff breeze rose, and sweeping ldiutu the Atlantic, sént
us far upon our favourable voyage.”
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Three and fou
this l”"’l"'*“l'

with bare nec
“July 2, 1826. LAaNDED from the Delos at Liverpool, and took

lodgings at the Commercial Hotel. Called at the counting-house
of Gordon and Forstall, and went to deliver my letters to Mr.

while l«mkingl
“ At Liverpc
<v|>1;|inil|j:slwm
that I nn;:lll to

have an opport

Rathbone, who was absént when I called: but he forwarded a
polite note, in which he invited me to dine and meet Mr. Roscoe.

“July 24. Called for Mr. Rathbone at his counting-house,
and was kindly received, and dined at his house in Duke Street.

various kind fr

distinguished

Was introduced to his friend Mr. Roscoe, and his son-in-law, with an extrem

Mr. Pilemon L. Baring. Mr. Roscoe invited me to his country- in which he m

house next day, and we visited the Botanical Gardens. Ran- in flattering la

sacked the city for pastils to make a drawing for Mrs. Rathbone. Audubon ha
but the interest

their reproduct

“ My drawings are to be exhibited at the lli\'t'l'luml Exhibi-
linll. “l “(rw‘m‘ [n‘nmiw"l 10 illll'tnlll"w me to |,Hl'1! »\'I;IIII«’_\-
who, he says, is rather shy. (Great anxiety about the success of Bv the exhi

my exhibition, which has proved a complete success. Liverpool he

“Sunday, July 30. Went to church, and saw a picture of Manchester an:

\
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Christ Curing the Blind Man, and listened to the singing of
blind musicians.

“ August 5. 1 have met Lord Stanley, and found him a frank,
acreeable man., Tall, broad-boned, well-formed, he reminded
me of Sully the painter. He said, ¢ Sir, I am glad to see you.
He pointed out one defect in my drawings for which I thanked
him, but he admired them generally. Hg¢ spent five hours in
examining my collection, and said, ‘This work is unique, and
deserves the patronage of the Crown.” He invited me many
times to come and see him at his town-house in Grosvenor
.\'1|lml'n.”

Under this date, Audubon writes to his wife : “I am cherished
by the most notable people in and around Liverpool, and have
obtained letters of introduction to Baron Humboldt, Sir Walter
Scott, Sir Humphry Davy, Sir Thomas Lawrence, Hannah
More, Miss Edgeworth, and your distinguished cousin, Robert
Bakewell.”

“ August 9. By the persuasion of frierids, the entrance-feeto
my collection of drawings is to be charged at one shilling,
Three and four |ml]lul\ per day ]rl‘nllli ed well for-fhe success.of
this proposal. Painted a wild turkey, full size, for the Liverpool
Royal Institution. Busy at work painting in my usual toilet,
with bare neck and bare arms., Dr, Traill and Mr. Rathbone,
while looking on, were astonished at the speed of my work.

“ At Liverpool I did the portraits of various friends desirous of
obtaining specimens of my drawing, and Mr. Rathbone suggested
that I ought to do a large picture, in order that the/public might
have an opportunity of judging of my particular talents. Irom
varions kind friends I received letters of introduction to many
distinguished persons. Mr. Roscoe, in particular, favoured me
with an extremely kind letter to Miss ldgeworth the novelist,
in which he makes reference to my pursuits and acquirements
in flattering language.”

Audubon has copied into his journal many of these letters,
but the interest of them is not of sufficient import to warrant
their I'«‘]nwlll«‘linll.

By the exhibition of his pictures at the Royal Institution,
|‘i\<-|'lmu], he realized 1004 ; but he 5]!1'1‘{'”)‘ removed to

Manchester, and carried with him his collection of drawings for
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exhibition in that city. * Dr. Traill, of the Royal Institution,
had ordered all my drawings to be packed up by the curator
of the museum, and their transport gave me no trouble
whatever,

“ September 10, I left Liverpool dnd the many kind friends I
had made in it. In five and a half hours the coach arrived
l .\'ll'n“t-(l
about the city,’and it seemed to me to be most miserably laid
out. - I was struck by the sallow looks, sad faces, rageed gar-
ments, and poverty of a large portion of the population, which
seemed worse off than the negroes of Louisiana.

at Manchester. I took lodgings in‘the King’s Arms.

[ exhibited my
pictures in a gallery at Manchester at one shilling for entrance,
but the result was not satisfactory.” s

At Manchester Audubon made the acquaintance of two very
valuable friends—Mr. Gregg and Mr. McMurray. He visited
many families, and was struck with the patriarchal manner of
an Englishnfan who called his son “my love.” He enjoyed for
the first time a day’s shooting after the English fashion in the
neighbourhood of Manchester, but does not appear to have been
charmed with the sport. It was soon discovered that the
exlibition of his drawings at Manchester was not going to pay ;
but he opened a subscription-book for the publication of his
work on the Birds of America.

“ September 28, Revisited Liverpool to consult about a pro-
Stayed with Mr. Rathbone, and met
there Mr. John Bohn, the London bookseller, who advised me to

spectus for my book.

go to Paris and consult about cost of publication, after which I
ought to go to London and compare the outlays before fixing
Mrs. Rathbone desired me to draw the Wild
This she had
engraved on a precious stone in the form of a sehl, and presented
it to me.

upon any plan,
Turkey of America the size of my thumb-nuil

“ Qetober 6. 1 returned to Manchester, driven ™ the  carriage
of a friend, and arrived at the hall in which my pictures werd
exhibited, to find that the hall-keeper had been drunk and had

no returns to make. I stayed about six wecks at Manchester,
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when a child, and passed through the village of Bakewell, called
after some one of her family.

‘I determined to start for Edinburgh, and paying three
pounds fifteen shillings for coach-hire, started for that city.

“ October 25. Left Manchester for Edinburgh yesterday, follow-
ing the road by Carlisle into Scotland. Was struck with the
bleak appearance of the country, The Scottish shvl)]u'rtls
looked like the poor mean whites of the Slave-states. The
copchmen have a mean practice of asking money from tﬁ~
passengers after every stage.  Arrived at Edinburgh, and called
with letters of introduction on Professor Jameson and Professor
Duncan—on Dr. Charles and Dr. Henry at the Infirmary, and
upon the celebrated anatomist Dr. Knox. Professor Jameson
received me with the greatest coldness—explained there was
no chance of me seeing Sir Walter Scott, who was |:u>_\' with a
life of Napoleon and a novel, and who lived the life of a recluse.
e said his own engagements would prevent his calling  for
some days.

“ Di. Knox came to me in his rooms dressed in an overgown,
and with bleeding hands, which he wiped. He read Dr. Traill’s
letter and wished me success, and promised to do all in his
power for me, and :|]'|milllml the next 11:1)’ to call upon me
and introduce some scientific friends to examine my drawings,
[ was much struck with Edinburgh — it is a splendid old
city.

“The lower class of women (fishwives) resemble the squaws

of the West. Their rolling gait, inturned toes, and manner of

carrying burdens on their backs, is exactly that of the Shawnee
women. Their complexions are either fair, purple, or brown
as a mulatto.

“Thg men wear long whiskers and beards, and are extremely
uncouth in manners as well as in speech.

“ October 27. Filled with sad forebodings and doubts of all
progress.  Miss Ewart called to see my drawings, and was
delighted with them. She exclaimed, after looking at them,
‘How delighted Sir Walter Scott would be with them! 1
[‘X'l‘\"llll'tl a letter to Mr. Patrick Neil, the l»l'im"l', who received
me with great cordiality, invited me to his house, anud promised

to interest himself for me generally.  Mr. Andrew Duncan gave

b
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“ October 30. Called on Mr. Francis Jeffrey, who was not

hpme s wrote ¢

and dirt.

“Prospects more dull and unpromising; and I went to
Mr. Patrick Neil, to express my intention of going on to London,
as my pictures of the American Birds were evidently not ap-
preciated in Edinburgh.

immediately.

“ November 1.

having, with.his warmth of heart, brought the naturalist to see
my Collection of Birds,

geems to stand up all over his head and points in various direc-
tions, so that it looks strange and uncouth.

“ Professor Wilson likewise volunteered to introduce me to
Sir Walter Scott, and Mr. Combe, the phrenologist.

the portrait painter, requested me to sit for my portrait. A

LIFE OF AUDUBON.

me a note to Irancis Jeffrey, the famous editor of the ¢ Edin-
burgh Review.’

note for him in his library, which 1 found was
filled with books tossed about in confusion, pamphlets, portfolios,

He remonstrated kindly, spoke en-
couragingly, and introduced me to Mr. Lizars, the engraver of
Mr. Selby’s Birds.

“Mr. Lizars had the greatest admiration for Selby, but no
sooner had he looked into my portfolio than he exclaimed, ¢ My
God, I never saw anything like these before ;" and he afterwards
said the naturalist, Sir William Jardine, ought to see them

The Professor was very kind, but his
manner of speaking of my drawings leaves me to &lslw‘t that
he may have been quizzing me.

“ November 2.

.\'})]t'lnlhl house.

Professor Jameson
The Professor’'s appearance is somewhat re-
markable and the oddities of his hair are worthy of notice.

Around a rough
exterior he owns agenerous heart, but which is not at first
discernible. I felt my carcer now certain. I was spoken kindly
of by the'newspapers, and in the streets I heard such remarks
made vpon me as—*that is the French nobleman.
three very delightful weeks, dining, breakfasting, and visiting
many agreeable 1«“.']’]1' in ]‘)lllll»lll‘;;ll.
promised to introduce my work to the public in lis ‘ Natural
History Magazine,” and Professor Wilson (Christopher North)

offered me his services in the pages of ¢ Maga.’

Professor Jameson
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of the ¢ Edin- committee from the Royal Institution of Edinburgh called upon
2 me and offered me the use of the rooms for the exhibition of
ho was not at my drawings, and the receipts from this source amounted to £5

‘h 1 found was per day.
lets, portfolios, “ What, however, most pleased me was the offer of Mr. Lizars
to bring out a first number of my ¢Birds of America,” the plates

d I went to to be the size of life. I have obtained from Mr. Rathbone his
on to London, name as a subscriber, and have written to him with a prospectus,
lently not ap- and explained that I shall travel about with a specimen

lly, spoke en- number until I obtained three hundred subseribers, which will
1e engraver of assure the suceess of the work. Sir William Jardine, now in
the midst of his extensive ornithological publication, spends

Selby, but no many hours a day beside me examining my manner of work,
laimed, ¢ My and he has invited me to make a long visit to his residence in

he afterwards the country.
to see them “ November 28. Saw to-day the first-proof of the first engravs
. of my American Birds, and was very well pleased with its
Mr. Lizars appdRrance. 3
turalist to see “ November 29. Sir Walter Scott has promised to a friend to
kind, but his come and see my drawings. Invited to dine with the Antiquarian
&lslnwt that Society at the Waterloo Hotel. Met the Earl of Elgin at the

dinner, who was very cordial. The dinner was sumptuous, the

eson in his first course being all Scotch dishes, a novelty to me, and con-
jiomewhat re- sisting of marrow-bones, cod-fish heads stuffed with oatmeal and
f notice. It garlick, blackpudding, sheepsheads, &e. Lord Elgin presided,
arious direc- and after dinner, with an auctioneer's mallet brought the com-

md a rough pany to order by rapping sharply on the table. He then rose
not at first @ and said, ¢ The King, four-times-four!” All rose and drank the
oken kindly 8 monarch’s health, the president saying, “ip! ip! ip!" followed

1ch remarks by sixteeen cheers. Mr. Skein, first secretary to the Society,

n I spent drank my own health, prefacing the toast with many flatteries,
and visiting B and which made me feel very faint and chill. T was ({xpvvhwl
or Jameson @ to make a speech but could not, and never had tried. Being
is ‘Natural | called on for a reply, I said, ¢ Gentlemen, my incapacity for

sher North) @ words to respond to your flattering notice is hardly exceeded by
that of the birds now hanging on the walls of your Institution.

duce me to @ 1 am truly obliged to you for your favours, and can only say,
Mr. Syme, God bless you all, and may your Society prosper.” I sat down
ortrait. A with the perspiration running over me, and was glad to drink off
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a glass of wine that Mr. Lizars kindly handed to me in my
distress. Some Scottish songs were sung; and William Allen,
the famous Scottish painter, concluded the fun by giving a droll
imitation of the buzzing of a bee about the room, following it
and striking at it with his handkerchief as if it was flying from
him.”

“ November 30. The picture representing myself dressed in a
woll’s-skin coat is finished, and although the likeness is not good,
the picture will be hung to-morrow in the Exhibition room.

“ December 1. Lord Elgin and another nobleman visited my
Exhibition to-day, and talked with me about my work and
prospects. Fifteen pounds were drawn at the Exhibition to-day.

“ December 2. Breakfasted with the wonderful David Bridges,
who commenced to dust his furniture with his handkerchief. 1
hear that Professor Wilson has been preparing an article upon
me and my ornithological labours for ¢ Blackwood’s, Magazine.
Dined with Dr. Brown, a very amiable man, and met Professor
Jameson. Sir James Hall and Captain Basil Hall have called
upon me to-day, the latter making inquiries in reference to
some purpose to visit the United States. .

“ December 3. Nearly finished a painting of the Otter in Trap,
which Mr, Lizars and Mr. Syme thought excellent. Dr, Knox
has kindly promised to propose my name for membership of the
Wernerian Natural History Society of Edinburgh.

“ December 10, My success in Edinburgh borders on the
miraculous. My book is to be published in numbers containing
four birds in each the size of life, in a style surpassing anything
now existing, at two guineas a number. The éngravings are
truly beautiful ; some of them have been coloured and are now
on exhibition.

“ December 12, Called on Dr.. Brewster and read him an
article on the Carrion Crow. After reading the paper I was
introduced to Mrs. Brewster, a charming woman, whose manner
. put me at entire ease.

“ December 16. Received a note from Mr. Rathbone, objéeting
to the I:ll‘;jt' size of my |n)ul\'. which he \ll\ln-t'Twl would be
rather against its popularity.  Went to the Wernerian Society
to show my drawings of the Buzzard. Professor Jameson ros

and pronounced quite an eulogy upon my labours, and th
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society passed a vote of thanks upon my labours. Professor
Jameson afterwards proposed me as an honorary member of the
Society, which was carried by acclamation.

“ Dined with Lady Hunter, mother-in-law to Captain Basil
Hall, and met Lady Mary Clarke, aged eighty-two, who was
acquainted with Generals Wolfe and Montgomery. I had many
questions put to me upon subjects connected with America by
the distinguished guests I met at the house. Captain Basil
Hall has presented me with a copy of his work upon South
America, accompanied by a complimentary note.

“ December 17. Busy painting two cats fighting over a squirrel.
Up at candle-light, and worked at the cats till nine o’clock.

“ December 19. Went to breakfast with Sir William Jardine
and Mr. Selby at Barry’s Hotel. I was sauntering along the
streets, thinking of the beautiful aspects of nature, meditating
on the power of'the great Creator, on the beauty and majesty of
his works, and of the skill he had given man to study them,
when the whole train of my thoughts was suddenly arrested by
a ragged, sickly-looking beggar-boy. His face told of hunger
and hardship, and I gave him a shilling and passed on. But
turning again, the child was looking after me, and I beckoned
to him to return. Taking him back to my lodgings, I gave
him all the garments I had which were worn, added five shillings
more in money, gave him my blessing, and sent him away
rejoicing, and feeling myself as if God had smiled on me, |
afterwards breakfasted with Sir William, and gave a lesson in
drawing to him and to Mr. Selby.

“ December 20, DBreakfasted with Mr. George Combe, the
phrenologist, who examined my head and afterwards measured
my skull. with the accuracy and professional manner in which
[ measured the heads, bills, and claws of my birds. Amon;
other talents, he said I possessed largely the faculties which
would enable me to excel in painting. He noted down his
observations to read at the Phrenological Society.

“ Received an invitation from the Earl of Morton to visit him
at his seat at some distance from Edinburgh.”

December 22. From the entries in his journal under this date
it appears he had written to Lis wife that he intended to
remove to Newcastle or Glasgow. “1 expect to visit the
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Duke of Northumberland, who has promised to subscribe for
my work. I have taken to dressing again, and now dress twice
a-day, and wear silk stockings and pumps.
long as usual.

I wear my hair as
I believe it does as much for me as my phintings.*
One hundred subscribers for my book will pay all expenses,
pome persons are terrified at the sum of one hundred and eighty
/guineas for a work ; but this amount is to be spread over eight
yedrs, during which time the volumes will be gradually com-
pleted. I am féted, feasted, elected honorary member of societies,
making money by my exhibition and by my paintings. It is
Mr. Audubon here and Mr. Audubon there, and I can only hope
that Mr. Audubon will not be made a conceited fool at last.

“ December 23. The exhibition of my birds more crowded
than ever. This day I summed up the receipts, and they
amounted to eight hundred dollars. I have presented my
painting of the American Turkeys to the Royal Institution for
the use of their rooms. A dealer valued the picture at one
hundred guineas.

* December 25, Christmas. Bought a brooch for Mrs. Audubon.
Astonished that the Scotch have no religious ceremony on the
Christmas Day.

“ December 27. Went to Dalmahoy, to the Earl of Morton’s
seat, eight miles from Edinburgh. The countess kindly received
me, and introduced me to the earl, a small slender man, tottering

on his feet and weaker than a newly-hatched partridge. He
The countess is about
forty, not handsome, but fine-looking, fair, fresh complexioned,
dark flashing eyes, superior intellect and cultivation.

welcomed me with tears in his eyes.

She was
dressed in a rich crimson silk, and her mother in heavy black
satin.

“My bedroom was a superb parlour with yellow furniture and
yellow hangings. Aftercompleting my toilet, dinner is announced,
and I enter the dining-room, where the servants in livery attend,
and one in plain clothes hands about the plates in a napkin, so

that his hand may not touch them. In the morning I visited

the stables, and saw four splendid Abyssinian horses with tails
I saw in the aviary the falcon-hawks
used of old for hunting with, and which were to be brought to

*
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subseribe for

the house in order that T might have an opportunity off witness-
ow dress twice

ing their evolutions and flight. The hawks were brought with
bells and hoods and perched on gloved hands as in the days of
chivalry. The countess wrote her name in my subscription-
book, and offered to pay the price in advance.

“ December 31. Dined with Captain Basil Hall, and met
Francis Jeffrey and Mr. M‘Culloch, the distinguished writer on
political economy, a plain, simple, and amiable man. Jeffrey is
a little man, with a serious face and dignified air. He looks
both shrewd and cunning, and talks with so much volubility he
is rather displeasing. In the course of the evening Jeffrey
seemed to discover that if he was Jeffrey I was Audubon.”
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CHAPTER XXIV.

EpinpurGH — THE Rovarn Sociery — Scorr—THE WERNERIAN SocIETY—
LiTERARY UNDERTAKINGS—EpINBURGH PEOPLE—SYDNEY SMITH AND
A SERMON—LEARNED CoMPANY—CORRESPONDENCE WITH Scorr— Miss
O'NemLL THE AcrriEss—Mes. GraxT—Hign CoMpANY—PROSPECTUS OF

THE GREAT WORK—OBITUARY NOTICE OF

rie Hero's Haig,

“ February 3. Dr. Brewster proposed that I should exhibit the
five plates of my first number.of the Birds of Ameriea at the
Royal Society this evening. He is a great optician, and advises
me to get a camera-lucida, so as to take the outline of my birds
more rapidly and correctly. Such an instrument would be
useful in saving time, and a great relief in hot weather, since
outlining is the hardest part of the work, and more than half of
the labour. I visited the |(u_\';l| .\"H'in't_\' at t'i;_"llt o'clock, and
laid my large sheets on the table: they were examined and
praised. * After this we were all called into the great room,
and Captain Hall came and took my hand and led me to a seat
illl]ll(‘iliiltl‘l_\' ul)lnm‘itt* to Sir Walter Scott, the President, where
I had a perfect view of this great man, and studied nature from
nature’s noblest work. A long lecture followed on the intro-
duction of the Greek language into England, after which the
President rose, and all others followed his example. Sir Walter
came and shook hands with me, asked how the cold weather of
Edinburgh agreed with mie, and so attracted the attention
of many Ill(‘lllli(‘l‘.\' to. me, as “, | had IH‘«'II a ‘“.\‘ill;_"lli‘llt‘ll
stranger.

“ February 10. Visited the Exhibition at the Royal Institution.
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Saw the picture of the Black Cocks, which was put up there for
public inspection. I'\know that the birds are composed and
drawn af well as any l»ipls ever have been; but what a difference
exists bétween the drawing of one bird and the composition of
a group, and harmonizing them with a landscape and sky, and
well-adapted foreground! Who that has ever tried to combine
these three different conceptions in a single picture has not felt
a sense of fear while engaged in his work ? I looked long and
carefully at the picture of a stag painted by Landseer ;—the
style was good, and the brush was handled with fine effect ; but
he fails in copying Nature, without which the best work will be
a failure. A stag, three dogs, and a Highland hunter are intro-

duced on the canvas; but the stag has his tongue out and his

mouth shut! The principal dog, a greyhound, has the deer

o, as if 1n

by one ear, while one of his fore-paws is around his le
the act of fondling with him. The hunter has laced the deer
by one horn very prettily, and, in the attitude of a ballet-dancer,
is about to throw another noose over the head of the animal.
To me, and my friend Bourgeat, or Dr. Pope, such a picture is
quite a farce ; but it is not so in London, for there are plenty of
such pictures there, and this one created a great sensation
among the connoisseurs.

“ Captain Hall invited me to take some of my drawings to
show Lady Mansfield, who is his particular friend, and who
expressed a desire to see them. Unfortunately she was not
at home when we called ; but her three «l:lll;‘lllt'l‘x‘ and several
noblemen who were present examined them. The ladies were
handsome, but seemed h;m;_"ln_\‘,;uu] wanting in that refinement
of manners and condescending courtesy I had seen in the

Countess of Morton ;

: and the j_"n'lllll-llll'll evinced a like lack of
good breeding. This did not disturb me, but I was -troubled
and pained for (';ll'(.‘lin Hall, who 18 so i11~til|n-ti\t‘|) a gentle-
man, because I saw that he felt hurt and mortified. He re-
quested me to leave my drawings, which cost me so man§ days’
labour, and of which I am so .i""l””‘~ and I would not add to
his pain who had proved so kind a friend tome by denying him.
Lunch was already on the table, but 1 was not asked to remain.
and T was truly glad of it, and I went away almost unnoticed,

and hurried to meet an engagement at the Wernerian rooms.
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“When I entered the rooms of the Wernerian Society, they
were full as an egg, and I was told by a friend that the large
assembly had comhe because of a report that [ was to read a
paper on the habits of the rattlesnake. Professor Graham arose
soon after my arrival, and said, ¢ Mr. President, Mr. Audubon
has arrived.” But I had been too busy to finish the paper, and
Mr. Lizars explained this for me. My engravings were then
called for by Professor Jameson, and they were examined and
highly praised. The paper on the alligator was finished soon
after, and read before the society.

“ A stranger lately accosted me in the street, and suggested to
me, that if I would paint an Osago Indian hunting wild turkeys,
it would take with the public and increase my reputation. No
doubt it would, for whatever is most strange is most taking now;
but so long as my hair floats over my shoulders I shall probably
attract attention enough ; and if it hung to my heels it would
attract more.

“ February 11. Worked all the morning at the Royal Insti-
tution, touching up my pictures hanging there ; several other

artists came and worked on theirs also. It was quite amusing

to hear them praising one another, and condemning the

absent.

“ February 12. Began the day by working hard on the
pictures at the rooms of the Scottish Society. And to-day the
Antiquarian Society held its first meeting since my election.
It is customary for new members to be present at such times,
and I .went, and though I felt rather sheepish, I was warmly
unn;_:fiikuluhwl by the members. At one o'clock I wvisited the
rooms of the Royal Society, which were crowded, and tables
were set, covered with wine and fruits and other refreshments.
The ladies were mostly of noble families, and I saw many there
whom It knew. Dut the Ladies Mansfield passed me several
times, without manifesting any recollection of a man who, a few
days before, had waited on their ladyships, and shown them his
drawings, not for his pleasure, but their benefit. Sir Walter
Scott was present, and came towards me and shook hands
cordially, and pointing to a picture, said, ‘Mr. Audubon, many
such scenes have I witnessed in my younger days” We
talked muel of all about us, and T would gladly have asked
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Society, they him to join me in a glass of wine, but my foolish habit prevented

1t the large me. Having inquired after the health of his daughters, I
as to read a shortly left him and the room, for I was very hungry; and

Graham arose although the table was loaded with delicacies, and the ladies
Mr. Audubon were enjoying them freely, I say it to my shame, that I had not

he paper, and the confidence to lay my fingers on a single thing.”

gs were then An interval of a week occurs in the journal, and it is explained

xamined and by the fact that Audubon was busily engaged in other compo-

finished soon sitions, and writing twelve letters of introduction to persons in
America for Captain Basil Hall, and preparing an article on the

suggested to habits of the wild pigeon, which he had been réquested to do,

wild turkeys, to read before the Natural History Society. Dr. Brewster saw
utation. No the latter before it was read, and requested permission to publish
taking now; it in his jeurnal. “This,” says Audubon, *“was killing two

hall probably birds with one stone, because I had promised to write Brewster
eels it would an article. I began that paper on Wednesday, wrote all day,

and sat up until half-past three the next morning; and so

Royal Insti- absorbed was my whole soul and spirit in the work, that I felt
ieveral other as if I were in the woods of America among the pigeons, and

lite amusing my ears were filled with the sound of their rustling wings.
lemning the After sleeping a few hours, I rose and corrected it. Captain

Hall called a few hours after, read the article, and begged a
iard on the copy : the copy was made, and sent to him at eight o’clock that
d to-day the evening,
my election, “Captain Hall expressed some doubts as to my views respect-

such times, ing the affection and love of pigeons, as if I'made it human, and
was warmly raised the possessors quite above the brutes. I presume the love

visited the of the mothers for their young is much the same as the, l’»w of
, and tables B woman for her offspring. 'There is but one kind of love; God

efreshments, is love, and all his creatures derive theirs from his; only it is

many there modified by the different degrees of intelligence in different
me several B beings and creatures.” *
1 who, a few On February 20, he writes, in a long letter to his wife: “ It

wn them his [ is impossible yet to say how long I shall remain in England ; at
Sir Walter B least until I have spent some months in London. I am doing
hook hands @ all I can to hasten my plans, but it will take some time to com-
ubon, mariy B plete them. The first number of my birds will be published in
lays” We l  March, and on the fifth of the month the ballot takes place to
have asked B decide my election to the Royal Society, which, it successful,
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will be of great advantage to me; and whether successful or no
[ shall leave Edinburgh five days after, to visit all the principal
towns in the three kingdoms, to obtain subscribers for my
work.

“ February 28. A few days of idleness have (-nnii)lt-h-]_\'
sickened me, and given me what is called the blue-devils so
severely, that I feel that the sooner I go to work and drive them
off the better.

“ March 1. Mr. Kidd, a promising young artist in landscape,
only nineteen, breakfasted with me to-day, and we talked on
painting a long time, and I was charmed with his talents, and
thought what a difference it would have made in my life if I
had begun painting in oil at his age and with his ability. It is
a sad reflection that I have been compelled to hammer and
stammer as if I were working in opposition to God’s will, and so
now am nothing but poor Audubon. I invited him to come to
my rooms daily, and to eat and drink with me, and give me the
pleasure of his company and the advantage of his taste in
painting. I told him of my ardent desire to improve in the
delightful art, and proposed to begin a new picture, in which he
should assist with his advice; and proposing to begin it to-
morrow, I took down my portfolio, to select a drawing to copy
in oil. He had never seen my, wbrks before, and appeared
astonished as his eyes ranged over the sheets. He expressed the
warmest admiration, and said, ‘How hopeless must be the task
of my giving any instruction to one who can draw like this?
I pointed out to him that nature is the great study for the
artist, and assured him that the reason why my works pleased
him was because they are all exact copies of the works of God,
who is the great Architect and perfect Artist; and impressed on
his mind this fact, that nature indifferently copied is far superior
to the best idealities. N

“ March 3. For the last few days I have worked with my
brushes, while it has snowed and blowed as if the devil had cut
the strings of the bags of Allus, and turned all its cold blasts
down upon the mists of Scotland to freeze them into snow. It
is twenty years since I have seen such a storm. Dined at
Mr. Ritchie’s, who is a well-meaning man, and has a well-doing

wife. The company was mixed, and some of the ingredients
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v
were raw-; there were learned and ignorant, wise and foolish,
making up the heterogeneous assembly. I enjoyed myself; but
there was an actor, named Vandenhoff, who performed sum&
theatrical pantomimes, which were disgusting to me. I never
saw such pranks in goorl miiuty before : he tucked one lady’s
fan in his boot, and broke it, and made an apology for it, and
by his familiarity annoyed every one present. * I felt more pain
for his host than shame for himself. During the evening he
made some unjust remarks about Mr, Lizars, and I rebuked him
for it, telling him that he was my friend, and a good man. He
left soon after, to the great relief of all.

“ March 4. To-day the snow is so deep that the mails from all
quarters are interrupted, and people are waddling through it in
the streets, and giving a lively representation of a Lapland
winter. Breakfasted with the/ Rev. Mr. Newbold, and after-
wards was toted to church in ajsedan chair. I had never been
in one before, and 1 like to try everything which is going on
on the face of this strange world. But so long as I have two

feet and legs, I never desire to try one of these machines again ;

the quick up-and-down, short-swinging motion, reminded me of

the sensations I felt during the great earthquake in Kentucky.
But I was repaid for the ride by hearing a sermon from the
Rev. Sydney Smith. It was a sermon fo me. Oh! what a soul
there must be in the body of that famous man; what a mingling
of energetic and sweet thoughts, what a fount of goodness there

must be within him !

He made me smile,and he made me think
more deeply perhaps than I had ever before in my life. He
interested me now by painting my foibles, and then he pained
me by portraying my sins, until* he made my cheeks crimson
with shame, and fillel my heart with penitential sorrow. And
I left the church filled with veseration for God, and reverence
for the wonderful man who is o noble an example of his
marvellous handywork.  We returned to Mr. Newbold’s for
lunch, and from there I walked, tumbled, and pitched home in
the deep snow.”

March 5. In a letter to Mrs. Audubon of this date, he tells
her of his election as a member of the Royal Society, and says:
“So poor Audubon, if not rich, thon wilt l»\jmnnurwl at least,
and held in esteem among men. / : )

-
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“March 6. Finished my picture this morning, and like it
better than any I have painted.” [He does not say what this
picture is, but it is evidently the one mentiohed as begun with
young Kidd.] “Mr. Ritchie, editor of the ¢Scotsman,” asked
for a copy of the first number of my birds, to notice it in his
paper. Went to the Society of Arts, and saw there many
beautiful and remarkable inventions, among them a carriage
propelled by steam, which moved with great rapidity and regu-
larity. I always enjoy my visits here more than to the literary
societies. The time for leaving Edinburgh is drawing near,
but I am yet undetermined whether to go first to Glasgow or
Dublin, or else to Newcastle, and then to Liverpool, Oxford,
Cambridge, and so on to London ; but I shall soon decide and
move.

“ March 7. Having determined to leave Edinburgh, my first
course is to settle up all my business affairs, and make prepara-
tions for the future, and to this end I set about collecting the
letters promised me by friends to the different places I proposed
to visit. Professor Jameson and Dr. Brewster have made me
promise occasionally to contribute some articles for their journals.
[ mentioned to Dr. Brewster the desire I had for a line from
Sir Walter Scott. He told me he was to dine with him that day,
and he would mention the subject to him, and he had no doubt
he would kindly grant it. Passed the evening at a large party
at Mr. Tytler's, where, among other agreeable ladies and
gentlemen, I was introduced tos"Sydney Smith, the famous
preacher of last Sunday. Saw his fair daughters, and heard them
sweetly sing\and he and his danghters appointed next Saturday
to examine my dxawings.

“ March 8. The weather was dreadful last night, wind howl-
ing, and, what you would hardly expect, the snow six feet deep
in some places. The mail-carriers from here for London were
obliged to leave their horses, and go on foot with their bags.
Wrote the following letter to Sir Walter Scott.

“¢«DEAR SIR,

“<On the eve of my departure to visit all parts of the island,
and afterwards the principal citieggof the Continent, I feel an
ardent desire to be honoured by being the bearer of a few lines

from your o
duce me.
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, and like it from your own hand to whoever you may please to intro-
ay what this duce me.

i begun with “ ¢ beg this of you with the hope that my efforts to advance
sman, asked ornithological studies, by the publication of my collections and

ice it in his manuscripts, may be thought worthy of your kind attentions,
there many and an excuse for thus intruding on your precious moments.

1 a carriage Should you feel the least gcryple,—ptase frankly decline it,
ty and regu- and believe me, dear sir, that I value so highly my first
) the literary reception, when presented to you by my good friend
rawing near, Captain Basil Hall, and your subsequent civilities, that I
) Glasgow or never shall cease to be, with the highest respect and admira-
wol, Oxford, tion,

i decide and “+ Your most obedient, humble servant,
“¢Jonn J. Aupupon.””
'gh, my first

ike prepara- That same evening the following answer was received.
llecting the

8 I proposed “‘Dear MR. AUDUBON,
‘e made me “¢] am sure you will find many persons better qualified

ieir journals, (llil!\ myself to give you a passport to foreign countries, since
a line from circulpstances have prevented our oftener meeting, and my igno-
im that day, rance does-not permit me to say anything on the branches of
ad no doubt natural history of which you are so well possessed. But I can
large party easily and truly say, that what I have had the pleasure of see-
ladies and ing, touching your talents and manners, corresponds with all I
the famous have heard in your favour; and that I am a sincere believer in

heard them the extent of your scientific attainments, though I have not the
xt Saturday B  knowledge necessary to form an accurate judgment on the

subject. I sincerely wish much your travels may prove agree-
wind howl- able, and remain,
ix feet deep BB “¢Very much your
ondon were § “¢ Obedient servant,
their bags. B ““WALTER Scort.’

“¢ Edinburgh, March 8. "

“Spent the evening at Miss O'Neill's, the actress. Several
" the island, ladies and gentlemen of musical ability were present, and after
t, I feel an | tea Miss O’Neill arose and said she would open the concert.
a few lines | She was beautifully dressed in plain white muslin, her fine
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auburn hair hanging in flowing ringlets about her neck and J fruits of my

rose-coloured scarf over her shoulders, looking as differently will try and
from what she does on the stage as can be imagined. She sang feelings shoi
fand played sweetly, her large, dark, languid eyes expressing the § man’s silenc
deep emotions of her soul. She scarcely left off singing for a § volunteered

moment, for as soon as one thing was finished some person [ Robert Ingli
called for another, and she readily replied, ¢ Oh, yes;’ and glees, science I cu
duets, and trios followed one another, filling the room with her § Morton’s ; fir
melodies. T thought at last that she must be fatigued, and said J  put my cloal
so to her. But she replied, ¢ Mr. Audubon, music is like paint- strances.

ing, it never fatigues if one is fond of it, and I am.” We had § “ March 1
an elegant supper, and after that more music, and then more publication o
refreshments and wine; this gave new impulse to the song.
Miss O’'Neill played, and called on the singers to accompany her.
The music travelled along the table, and sometimes leaped across
it; gentlemen and ladies took turns, until, looking at my watch,
[ found that it was past two o’clock, when I arose, and, in spite
of many entreaties, shook hands with Miss O'Neill, bowed to the
company, and made my exit.

“ March 13. Breakfasted with the famous Mrs. Grant, her son
and daughter the only other company. She is aged and very
deaf, but very intelligent and warm-hearted. We talked of
America, and she is really the first person I have met here who
knows much about it. She thought it would not be for the [} has not conte
: views, but in
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PROSPECTUS OF THE BOOK OF BIRDS. 126
fruits of my own labours, and what others will not do for me I
will try and do for myself. I was very sorry that Mr. Hay’s
feelings should have been hurt on my account by the young
man’s silence, but I soon made him at ease again. Sir James
volunteered to give me letters te Sir Thomas Ackland and Sir
Robert Inglis, both noblemen of distinction, and patrons of the
science I cultivate. The style here far surpassed even Lord
Morton’s ; fine gentlemen waited on us at table, and two of them
put my cloak about my shoulders, notwithstanding my remon-
strances.

“ Mareh 17. Issned my ¢ Prospectus’ this morning, for the
publication of my great work.

“The Prospectus.

“«To those who have not seen any portion of the author’s
collection of original drawings, it may be proper to state, that
their superiority consists in the accuracy as to proportion and
outline, and the variety and truth of the attitudes and positions
of the figures, resulting from the peculiar means discovered and
employed by the author, and his attentive examination of the
objects portrayed during a long series of years. The author
has not contented himself, as others have done, with single profile
views, but in very many instances has grouped his figures so as
to represent the originals at their natural avocations, and has
placed them on branches of trees, decorated with foliage, blossoms,
and fruits, or amidst plants of numerous species. Some are
seen pursuing their prey through the air, searching for food
amongst the leaves and herbage, sitting in their nests, or feeding
their young; whilst others, of a different nature, swim, wade,
or glide in or over their allotted element.

“The insects, reptiles, and. fishes that form the food of these
birds have now and then been introduced into the drawings.
In every instance where a difference of plumage exists between
the sexes, both the male and the female have been represented ;
and the extraordinary changes which some species undergo in
their progress from youth to maturity have been depicted. The
plants are all copied from nature, and, as many of the originals

5 usm
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are remarkable for their beanty, their usefulness, or their rarity,
the botanist eannot fail to look upon them with delight. °

“The particulars of the plan of the work may be reduced to
the following heads :

“I. The size of the work is double elephant folio, the paper
being of the finest quality.

“II. The engravings are, in every instance, of the exact
dimensions of the drawings, which; without any exception,
represent the birds and other objects of their natural size.

“III. The plates are coloured in the most careful manner from
the original drawings.

“IV. The work appéars in numbers, of which five are published
annually, each number consisting of five plates.

“V. The price of each number is two guineas, payable on
delivery.”

Probably no other undertaking of Audubon’s life illustrates
the indomitable character of the man more fully than this pro-
spectus. He was in a strange country, with no friends but those
he had made within a few months, and not ready money enough
in hand to bring out the first number proposed; and yet he
entered confidently on this undertaking, which was to cost over
a hundred thousand dollars, and with no pledge of help, but on
the other hand discouragements on all sides, and from his best
friends, of the hopelessness of such an undertaking.

March 19. Under this date we have an amusing entry.
Audubon had been frequently importuned by his friends to cut
his hair, which he had for years worn in ringlets falling to his
shoulders. Hence the obituary :—

EDINBURGH.
March 19, 1827,

This day my Hair was sacrificed, and the will of Gop usurped by
the wishes of Man.

As the Barber clipped my locks rapidly, it reminded me of the hor-
rible times of the KFrench Revolution, when the same operation was
performed upon all the victims murdered by the Guillotine.

My heart sank low.

JOHN J. AUDUBON,
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MOURNING FOR HIS HAIR. 127

The margin of the sheet is painted black, about three-fourths
of an inch deep all around, as if in deep mourning for the loss
which *he had reluctantly submitted to in order to please his
friends. He consented, sadly, because hé expected soon to leave
for L ;and Captain Hall persuaded him that it would be
er for him to wear it according to the prevailing English
Shion !
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CHAPTER XXV.

PROVINCIAL CANVASS FOR SUBSCRIBERS—VISIT TO
LAWRENCE — T'"HE AMERICAN
ENGLAND'S Privare

LoxpoN—Sir THOMAS

MiNisTeER — Picrure oF THE King or

LirE—Tue Grear WoORK IN PROGRESS—SEARCH
FOR A CorourErR—HORRORS OF LONDON—THE GREAT WoRK PRESENTED
10 THE KING,

QuiTTiNG Edinburgh with a high heart, the indomitable
naturalist began his provincial canvass, meeting, as is usual in
such cases, with two kinds of treatment—very good and very
lnld. He visited in succession N(‘\\'('il\t](‘. ],w‘(ln‘, Y(H'I\', Shrews-
bury, and Manchester, securing a few subscribers at two hundred
pounds a head in each place. His diary chronicles minutely all
his affairs—dining-out, tea-drinking, “receiving,”—but none
are very illtvn-.\'tin;:, and all are pervaded, too, In}' a tlllitt'
feminine flutter of admiration for big people. The only incident
at all worth recording is a visit paid to Bewick the engraver,
but as it adds nothing to our knowledge of one who was a real
genius in his way we pass on to metal more attractive—to
London, where Audubon continued his canvass, with great success
among the aristocracy. From a confused heap of memoranda
we take a few notes of this London visit, suppressing much,
and somewhat doubtful of the relevancy even of what we select.

“8ir Thomas Lawrence—My first call on this great artist
and idolized portrait-painter of Great Britain, whose works are
known over the whole world, was at half-past eight in the
morning. I was assured he would be as hard at work at that

time as I usually am. I took with me iy letters and portfolio,
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VISIT TO SIR THOMAS LAWRENCE. 129
with some original drawings. The servant said his master was
in; I gave my name, and waited about five minutes, when he
came down from his room. Iis manner and reception impressed
me most favourably, and I was surprised to find him dressed as
if for the whole day, in a simple but clean garb. He shook my
hand, read my letters, and so gave me time to glance at the
marble figures in the room and to examine his face. It did not
show the marks of genius that I expected in one so eminent, but
looked pale and pensive. After reading my letters he said he
was pleased to meet another American introduced to him by
his friend Sully, adding, that he wished much to see the
drawings of a man so highly spoken of, and appointing next
Thursday to call on me. He took a large card and wrote the

appointment on it, and putit back in its place.
“Sir Thomas is no ornithologist, and therefore could not well
~judge of the correctness of the detail of my drawings, which can
be appreciated fully only by those who are acquainted with the

science of which I myself am yet only a student. But I found ,

that he had a perfect idea of the rules of drawing any object
whatever, as well of the forms and composition, or management
of the objects offered for the inspection of his keen eyes. 1
thought from his face that he looked at them with astonishment
and pleasure, although he did not open his lips until T had shown
the last drawing, when he asked if I ¢painted in oils?” On
answering him in the affirmative, he invited me to examine his
rooms. The room where he painted, to my utter astonishment,
had a southern light : upon his easel was a canvas (kitcat), on
which was a perfect drawing in black chalk, beautifully finished,
of a nobleman, and on a large easel a full-size portrait of a
noble lady, represented in the open air ; and on the latter he went
to work. I saw that his pallet was enormous, and looked as if
already prepared with the various tints wanted by some one else,
and that he had an almost innumerable number of brushes and
pencils of all deseriptions. He now glazed one part of his
picture, and then retouched another part with fine colours, and
in a deliberate way which did not indicate that he was in any
haste to finish it. He next laid down his pallet, and, turning
to the chalk drawing upon the unpainted canvas, asked me how
I liked his manner of proceeding? But as no compliment could
K
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be paid by me to such an artist, I merely said that I thought it
the very quintessence of his art. A waiter then entered, and
announced that breakfast was ready. He invited me to remain
and join him in his “humble meal,” which I declined, while we
walked downstairs together. I remarked on the very large
number of unfinished portraits I saw : to which he mildly replied,
¢ My dear sir, this is my only misfortune ; I cannot tell if I shall
ever see the day when they will all be finished.” Insisting on
my remaining to breakfast, I went in; it consisted of a few
boiled eggs, some dry toast, and tea and coffee. He took the
first, and I the last: this finished, I bid him good-morning. It
was ten o’clock when I left, andsas4 passed-out three carriages
were waiting at the door; mu‘ had I not been a student in orni-
thology I would have wished yself a Sir Thomas Lawrence,
for I thought, that after all the superiority of this wonderful
man’s talents I could with less powers realize more than he by
my own more constant industry.

“Sir Thomas afterwards paid me three visits: two at my
boarding house and one at Mr. Havill's, my engraver ; and I
will tell you something of each of them to show you the kind-
ness of his heart. It was nine in the morning the first time he
came ; he looked at some of my drawings of quadrupeds and
birds, both finished and unfinished. He said nothing of their
value, but asked me particularly of the prices which I put on
them.
surprise he said he would bring me a few purchasers that very
day if I would remain at home: this I promised, and he left me

[ mentioned the price of several in order, and to my

very greatly relieved. In about two hours he returned with

two gentlemen, to whom he did not introduce me, but who were
pleased with my work, and one purchased the ¢ Otter Caught in
a Trap, for which he gave me twenty pounds sterling, and the
other, ¢ A Group of Common Rabbits,” for fifteen sovereigns. I
took the pictures to the carriage which stood at the door, and
they departed, leaving me more amazed than I had been by
their coming. !

“T'he second visit was much of the same nature, differing, how-
ever, chiefly in the number of persons he brought with him,
which was three instead of two; each one of whom purchased a

picture at seven, ten, and thirty-five pounds respectively ; and,
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as before, the party and pictures left together in a splendid
carriage with liveried footmen. I longed to know their names,
but as Sir Thomas was silent respecting them I imitated his
reticence in restraining my curiosity, and remained in mute
astonishment.
“The third call of this remarkable man was in consequence of
1ify having painted a picture, with the intention of presenting it
to the King of England, George IV. This picture was the
original of the ¢ English Pheasants Surprised by a Spanish Dog.’
I had shown it to Sir Walter Waller, who was his majesty’s
oculist, and he liked the picture so much, and was so pleased
with my intention, as was also my friend Mr. Children, the
curator of the Dritish Museum, that they prevailed on Sir
Thomas to come and see it. He came, and pushed off my roller
easel, bade me hold up the picture, walked from one side of the
room to the other examining it, and then coming to me tapped
me on the shoulder and said, “ Mr. Audubon, that picture is too
good to be given gway; his majesty would accept it, but you
never would be benefited by the gift more than receiving a
letter from his private secretary, saying that it had been placed
in his collection. That picture is worth three hundred guineas:
sell it, and do not give it away.” I thanked him, exhibited the
picture, refused three hundred guineas for it soon after, kept it
several years, and at last sold it for one hundred guineas to my
generous friend John Heppinstall of Sheffield, England, and
invested the amount in spoons and forks for my good wife.

“ Without the sale of these pictures I was a bankrupt, before
my work wis scarcely begun, and in two days more I should
have seen all my hopes of the publication blasted; for Mr,
Havill (the engtaver) had already called to say that on Saturday
[ must pay him sixty pounds. I then was not only not worth
a penny, but had actually borrowed five pounds a few days
before to purchase materials for my pictures. But these pictures
which Sir Thomas sold for me enabled me to pay my borrowed
money, and to appear full-handed when Mr. Havill called. Thus
[ passed the Rubicon!

“At that time I painted all day, and sold my work during
the dusky hours of evening, as I walked through the Strand
and other streets where the Jews reigned; popping in and out

‘)
K &
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of Jew-shops or any others, and never refusing the offers made
me for the pictures I -carried quite fresh from the easel. Start-
ling and surprising as this may seem, it is nevertheless true,
and one of the curious events of my most extraordinary life,
Let me add here, that I sold seven copies of the ‘ Entrapped
Otter’ in London, Manchester, and Liverpool, besides one copy
presented to my friend Mr, Richard Rathbone. In other pictures,
also, I sold from' seven to ten copies, merely by changing the
course of my rambles ; and strange to say, that when in after
years and better times I called on the different owners to
whom I had sold the copies, I never found a single one in their
hands. And I recollect that once, through inadvertence,
when I called at a shop where I had sold a copy of a picture,
the dealer bought the duplicate at the same price he had given
for the first! What has become of all those pictures ?”

About this date Sir Robert Peel returned a letter Audubon
had brought to him from Lord Meadowbank, and requeste:] him
to hand it over to his successor. This Audubon interpreted as
giving him to understand that he need trouble him no more. The
letter was written with the view of gaining a presentation to the
king, and the writer was not a man to easily relinquish an idea or
an dbject which he had once determined on, Accordingly, he
says, “ I made up my mind to go directly to the American minister,
Mr. Gallatin, and know from him how I should proceed, and if
there were l't‘u“}' no chance of my ;llblbl'n;ll'llillj_{ the ](ill;: nearer
than by passing his castle. To pay a visit of this sort in London
is really no joke; but as I thought there was a possibility of it
for myself, I wanted to have the opinion of one who I believed
was capable of deciding the matter.

“ As I reached his presence he said, laughing, ¢ Always at
home, my dear sir, when I am not out” I understood him
perfectly, and explained the object of my visit. His intellectual
face lighted up as he replied, ¢ What a simple man you must be
to believe all that is said to you about being introduced to his
majesty ! It is impossible, my dear sir; the king sees nobody;
he has the gout, is peevish, and spends his time playing whist
at a shilling a rubber. I had to wadt six weeks before I was
presented to him in my position of Ambassador, and then I

merely saw him six or seven minutes. He stood only during
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VISIT TO LORD SPENCER. ' 13

the time the public functionaries from f'un-i'rn countries passed
him, and seated himself immediately afterwards, paying scarcely
any attention to the mnm\-«nls court of E nw}hh noblemen and
ge ntlemen present.” Iwaited a moment, and said that I thought
the Duke of Northumberland would interest himself for me
Again he laughed, and assured me that my attempts there would
prove ineffectual. ¢ Think,’ continu¢d he ; ‘1 have called hundreds
of times on like men in England, and been assured that his
grace, or lordship, or ladyship, were not at home, until I have
grown wiser, and stay at home myself, and merely attend to my
political business, and God only knows when I will have done
with that. It requires written appointments of a month
or six weeks before an interview can be oltained. I then
changed the conversation to other subjects, but he kindly re-
turned to it again, and said, ¢ Should the king hold a levée
whilst you are here, I will take you to Court, and present you
as an American scientific gentleman, but of course would not
mention your work. I remained with him a full hour; and, as
[ was about to leave, he asked me for all the cards I had in my
case, and said he would use them well, and find me visitors if
l\().\'\'illl('.

“June 18. The work on the first number is yet in the hands of

Mr. Lizars, in Edinlfurgh, and this day I received a letter

from
him,

saying that ¢the colourers had all struck work, and that

my work was, in consequence, at a stand.” He asked me to try

to find some persons here who would engage in that part of the
business, and said he would exert himself to make all right
again as soon as possible. This was quite a shock to my nerves,
and for nearly an hour I deliberated whether I should not go at
once to Edinburgh, but an engagement at Lord Spencer’s, where
I expected a subscriber, decided me to remain. I reached his
lordship’s house about twelve o’clock, and met there Dr. Walter-
ton and the Rt. Hon. William S. Ponsonby engaged in conver-

sation with Lady Spencer, a fat woman, of extremely engaging

and unassuming manners. She entered into conversation with

me at once about the habits of the wild turkey, how to tame
them, and the like ; while the gentlemen examined and praised
my drawings, and the two lords subscribed for my«vork; and I

went off rejoicing, between two rows of fine waiters, who seemed
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to wonder who the devil I could be, that Lady Spencer should
shake me by the hand, and accompany me to the door.

“ From there I went to Mr. Ponton’s, and met Dr. Dibdin,
and twenty ladies and gentlemen, who had assembled to see my
drawings. Here four more subscribers were obtained. This, I
thought, was a pretty good day’s work ; but on returning home
I found a note from Mr. Vigors, giving the name of another sub-
scriber, !Hyd informing me of the arrival of Charles Bonaparte
in the city. I walked to the lodgings of the Prince of Musignano :
he was out. I left my card, and soon after my return a servant
told me he was below; I was not long in getting down stairs,
and soon grasped his hand ; we were mutually glad to meet on
this distant shore. His mustachios and bearded chin and his
fine head and eye were all unchanged. He wished to see all
my drawings, and for almost the only time in England I opened
my portfolio with intense pleasure. He said they were worthy
to be published, and I felt proud of his opinion.

“As soon-a8 he had gone my thoughts returned to the
colourers, and I started off at once to find some, but no success ;
all the establishments of the kind were closed from want of
employment. But happening to pass a print-shop, I inquired if
the proprietor knew of any colourers, and he at onde gave me
the name of one, who pffered to work cheaper than I was paying
in Edinburgh ; and & wrote instantly to Mr. Lizars to send me
twenty-five copies; and so I hope all will go on well again.
After a long hunt I entered a long dark alley in search of the
colourer’s house to which I had been directed. It was ten
o'clock, and after mounting two stories in search of the man, I
knocked and a little door was opened. The family were sur-
prised by the appearance of a stranger, as much as I was by
what I saw. A young man was sitting by a small window
drawing ; a woman whom I took to be his mother was washing
f few potatoes in hot water; a younger woman nursed a child,
leaning on the only bed in the room; and six little children,
mostly girls, shabby in‘w)]wm‘mn'u and sallow in complexion,
showed that hunger was not a stranger there. The young man
arose, offered me his seat, and asked me politely what I wanted.
I told him I was looking for a colourer, He replied that he

had once worked at it, but had abandoned the business, because
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POVERTY IN LONDON., 135

he was unable to support his large family by it, even to provide
them bread and potatoes. He showed me the work he was
doing : it was a caricature of Canning, hiding himself behind
some Roman Catholic priests, as if listening to their talk ; each
one of the priests held a rope in his hand, as if ready to hang
their opponents, and the whole proved that the man had a good
knowledge of drawing. Just then the mother told him break-
fast was ready. The poor man begged me to excuse him, saying
that he had not tasted anything the day before; that the
potatoes were a presént, he would eat soon, and then tell me of
some colourers now in the business. I sat silently, and saw the
food equally divided; the mother, wife, children, and father
soon swallowed their share, but it was schrcely enough to
appease the hunger of the moment. He gave e as he ate the
names of three mengand, pained by the scene before me, I rose
to go. Just then the father said to the children and wife, It
is high time you should go to work,” and asking me at the same
time to remain a few moments longer. The family went off,
and I felt relieved to know that they had some employment,
and asked him what it was. He replied, ¢ Begging, sir” All
that family, wife, and half-growm girls, turned out in the streets
of London to beg. He assy® me that with all their united
exertions they seldom had more than one meal a day; and
that in an extremity a few days before he had been compelled
to Wis best bed to pay the rent of his miserable room.
Unfbrtunately I had but a few shillings with me, because I had
been advised to carry neither watch nor money in London, and
had not the gratification of doing much to relieve him. He
said his caricatures brought him in but little, and that despair
had prompted him more than once to drown himself, for he was
only a weight on the neck of his wife and children. Oh! how
gick I am of London.

“ June 21, Received a letter from Mr. Lizars, that he must
discontinue my work. Have made an engagement with
Mr. Havill for colouring, which I hope will relieve my embarrass-
ment. Have painted a great deal to-day.

“June 22. Am invited to dine at the Royal Society’s Club,
with Charles Bonaparte. Gave some lessons in drawing to the
daughter of Mr. Children, Mrs. Atkins: she has fine talents, but
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they are not cultivated so highly as Mrs, Edward Roscoe’s. This
evening Charles Bonaparte came with Lord Clifton and several
other gentlemen to examine my drawings. They were all
learned ornithologists, but they all said that there were birds
here which they had never dreamed of, and Bonaparte offered
to name them for me. I was pleased at the suggestion, and
with a peneil he wrote down upwards of fifty names, and invited
me to publish them at once in manuscript at the Zoological
Society. We had charming discussions about birds and their
habits. Oh that our knowledge could be arranged into a solid
mass! I am sure that then the best ornithological publication
of the birds of my beloved country would be produced. I can-
not tell you how it strikes me, when Iam at Bonaparte’s lodgings,

to hear his servant call him ¢ Your Royal Highness.” I thml\ it
ridiculous in the extreme, and cannot imagine how good Charles
can bear it; but probably he does bear it because he is Good
Charles.

“July 2. I am'so completely out of spirits, that I have several
times opened my bpok, held the pen, and felt anxious to write;
but all in vain. I hm too dull, too mournful.

“1I have" given tlm\mpy of my first number of the Birds to
Mr, Children, a pmoi \ it is the only one in existence, for .which
he paid me the price ofall the subse ribers, t.e., two guineas, and
[ may say with safety that the two guineas are the only two I
have had on account of that work. I have finished another
picture of the Rabbits, and am glad of i
tion. I wish I were out of London.”

But.it does not appear that Audubon’s -despondency lasted
very lt\mg. He dispelled it by a sudden rush into the provinces,
where he was well received by former friends. From an
entry made at Leeds on September 30, it is clear that even in
London the sun had begun to shine out again.

“ Nearly three months since I touched one of the sheets of
my dear book. And I am quite ashamed of it, {8 I have had
several interesting incidents to record, well deserving of relation,
even in my poor humble style—a style much resembling my
painting in oil. Now, nevertheless, I will recapitulate and note
down as quickly as possible the primary ones.

“1, I removed the pul)lﬁ\tmn of my ornithological work

t; it is all my consola-

from Edin
Havill, No.
on too slow
cheaper in
“«2, The
his Mnjosty
of my most «
His Majesty
it under his
and became
do, but as a
of all kings
her name ; |
reigns had d



toscoe’s. This
m and several
‘hey were all
are were birds
aparte offered
1ggestion, and
8, and invited
he Zoological
rds and their
d into a solid
1 publication
uced. I can-
rte’s lodgings,
8. I think it
good Charles
se he is Good

have several
ous to write;

the Birds to
re, for which
guineas, and
e only two I
hed another
my consola-

lency lasted
|© provinces,

From an
hat even in

1@ sheets of
I have had
of relation,
mbling my
te and note

gical work

PATRONAGE OF THE KING. 137

from Edinburgh to London; from Mr. Lizars to Mr. Robert
Havill, No. 79 Newman Street ; because at Edinburgh it came
on too slowly, and also because I can have it doné better and
cheaper in London.

“2, The King! - My dear Book! Had my work presented to
his Majesty by Sir Walter Waller, Bart, K.C.H., at the request
of my most excellent friend J. P. Children, of the British Museum.
His Majesty was pleased to call it fine, and permitted me to publish
it under his particular patronage, approbation, and protection ;
and became a subscriber on usual terms, not as kings generally
do, but as a gentleman. And I look on such a deed as worthy
of all kings in general. The Duchess of Clarence glso put down
her name ; and all my friends speak as if a nmm&lin of sove-
reigns had dropped in an ample purse at once—and for me !”
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CHAPTER XXVL

Visit 1o Paris—DBaAroN CuvikR — STREETS OF PARIS— A PARTY AT
Couvier's—Grorrroy ST, HILAIRE—RECEPTION AT THE ACADEMY O}
Screxces—TneE Prixce Axp PriNcess D'Essning—Visits 10 (GREAT
OrriciaLs—CoNpinLor — PoverTy oF FRENCH ACADEMY—MORE  OF
Cuvier axp ms HoME.

¥
Ox September 1st, 1828, Audubon quitted London for Paris,’

and his diary freshens a little after the salt breeze: of the
Channel. Much space, however, is as usual devoted to matters
(|llit4' trivial in themselves, and not lil(t’l)‘ to interest any circle
beyond the little domestic one for which the pages were intended.
The enjoyment of fresh scenes is youthful and honest—quite
Indeed, u

little coquetry, much physical strength, tolerable intelligence,

unlike the pleasure of more sophisticated persons.

intense love of change, all blended with a nature innocent and
wholesome, formed the character of our wanderer. He roves
like an Arab, and he prattle® like a child ; light-footed as an
elk in the free air, he turns bovine and ruminant when he tries
to be wise in cities,

On arriving in Paris, his first visit was to the Jardin des
Plantes, and to the great Cuvier. We shall select in series his
notes on this and other matters, suppressing, as before, all the
utterly pointless matter which fills up the diary under so many
a date.

«We knocked, and asked for Baron Cuvier: he was in, but
we were told was too ‘»Il\_\' to be seen. “n\\'t'\t'l‘. ]n*illj_:‘ deter-

mined to look at the great man, we waited and knocked again,
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VISIT TO BARON CUVIER. 139
and with a degree of firmness sent up our names. The messenger
returned, bowed, and led us up-stairs, ‘where, in a niinute,
Monsieur le Baron, like an excellent good man, came to us.
He had heard much of my friend Swainson, and greeted him as
he deserves, and was polite and kind to me, although he had
never heard of me before. I looked at him, and here follows
the result. Age, about sixty-five; size, corpulent, five feet and
five, English measure ; head large, face wrinkled and brownish ;
eyes, very brilliant and sparkling; nose, aquiline, large, and
red ; mouth, large, with good lips ; teeth, few, and blunted by
age, excepting one on the lower jaw, which was massive,
measuring nearly three-quarters of an inch square. This was
Baron Cuvier; I have described him almost as if a new species
of @ man, from the mere skin. But as he has invited 'us to
dine with him next Saturday at six o’clock, and I expect to
have an opportunity of seeing more of llilll,J will then describe
his habits as far as I am able. )

“ September 5. After a breakfast of grapes, figs, sardines, and
French coffee, friend Swainson and I proceeded to the Jardin
des Plantes, 1»_\' the side of the river Seine, which here, 1,114'}', is
not so large as the Bayou Sara, where I have often watched the
alligators while bathing. Walking in Paris is disagreeable in the
extreme. The strdets are actually paved, but with scarcely a side
walk, and a large gutter filled with dirty black water runs
through the ceptre of each, and the people go about without
any kind of order, either along the centre, or near the houses ;
arriages, carts, and so forth do the same, and I have wondered
that so few accidents take place. We saw a very ugly iron
bridge at the entrance called Pont Neuf, where stands the
splendid statue of Henry IV. We were more attracted, however,
by the sight of the immense number of birds offered for sale
along the quays, and saw some rare specimens.| A woman took
us into her house, and showed us some Hindréds from Bengal
and Senegal, which quite surprised us.

“Weary with walking, we took a cabriolet, that brought us for
twenty-five sous to the Jardin, and we went to our appointment
with Baron Cuvier. We saw him, and he gave us a ticket to
admit us to the Musée, and promised us all.we wished. In the

Musée, M. Valencienne was equally kind. Having in my
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pocket a letter of introduction to Geoffroy de St. Hilaire, we ¥ increased
went to his house in the gardens, and with lLim we were parti- acquaintan
cularly pleased. He offered his services with good grace, much @ Lesson, jus
as an English gentleman would have done. M. Geoffroy stuck to M
proved to us that he understood the difference of ideas existing he asked
between English and Frenchmen perfectly. He repeated  the The ‘comps
words of CuvieMand assured us that my work had never been 8 had nearly
heard of anywhere in France. He promised to take us to the satisfied wi
Academy of Sciences on Monday next. “ Septem
“We finally reached home, dressed, and started to dine with Geoffroy S
Jaron Cuvier. We arrived within a minute of the appointed M invited me
time, were announced by a servant in livery, as in England, and @ home and r
the Baron received and presented us kindly to his only daughter, @ Sciendes.
a small, well-made, good-looking lady, with black sparkling eyes, Cuvigr, whe
__and altogether extremely amiable, As I seldom 20 dll)\\llt'l(‘ 8 Dbook/on the
£ \\:/hnﬁt mcutnw some person I have known elsewhere, so it opened, and
] roved here. I found among the company which had arrived @ mole. Mr.
‘2 before me a fellow of the Linngan Society, who knew me, and $ arose, and
) who seemed to have spoken to ‘the Baron and his daughter of @ shown and ¢
my work ; and I now perceived a degree of attention from him @@ it for the m
which I had not noticed at my first interview. The Baroness my book. 1
came in, an old, good, motherly-looking lady, and the company, | the librariax
sixteen in number, being present, dinner was announced, The [ he also said
Baroness led the way with a gentleman, the Baron took his B8 and if so, it
daughter under his arm, but made Mr. Swainson and myself go § “ Septembe
before him ; and so the company all followed. Mr. Swainson was | young Geoft
seated m'xt to Mademoiselle Cuvier, who, fortunately for him, Prince d’Ess
speaks excellent English, I was opposite her, by the side of the @ work (probal
Baron, and had at my right elbow the F.I.S. There was not # scribe if I
the same show of opulence at this dinner that I have seen in B8 this I walke
the same rank in England—no, not by any means; but we had B things I saw
a good dinner, served a la Frangaise : all seemed happy, and all $ wonderful m
went on with more simplicity than in London. The waiter who B ancestors, 1
handed the wine called out the names of three or four different § to pass the g

sorts, and each person had his choice. The dinner finished no one coule
(I mean the eating part), the Baroness rose, and all followed @ £ate, and pa
her into the drawing-room, which is the library of the Baron; Gallery. Th
and I liked it much, for I cannot bear the drinking-matches of Davids, and t
wine at the English tables. We had coffee, and the company (& "V knowledg
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increased rapidly ; and among the new comers were my
acquaintances Captain Parry, Monsieur Condillot, and Mr.
Lesson, just returned from a voyage round the world. Cuvier
stuck to Mr. Swainson and myself, and we talked ornithology :
he asked the price of my work, and I gave him a prospectus,
The ‘company now filled the room, and as it grew late, and we
had nearly five miles to ride, we left & la Frangaise, very well
satisfied with this introductory step among the savans Francais.

“ September 8. Went to pay my respects to Baron Cuvier and
Geoffroy St. Hilaire; found only the former at home; he
invited me to the Royal Institute, and I had Just time to return
home and reach it before the sitting of the Royal Académie des
Sciencdes. I took my portfolio, and, on entering, inquired for
Cuvigr, who very politely came to me, made the porter put my
book/on the table, and assigned me a seat of honour. The séance
opened, and a tedious lecture was delivered on the vision of the
mole. Mr. Swainson accompanied me. Baron Cuvier then
aroge, and announced us and spoke of my work. It was
shown and admired as usual, and Cuvier was requested to review
it for the memoirs of the Academy. Cuvier asked me to leave
my book. I did, and he commended it to the particular care of
the librarians, who are to show it to any who glesire to see it ;
he¢ also said he would propose to the Academy to subscribe to it,
and if so, it will be a good day’s work.

“September 9. Went to the Jardin du Roi, where I met
young Geoffroy, who took me to a man who stuffs birds for the
Prince d’Essling. He told me the Prince had a copy of my
work (probably Wilson’s or Selby’s ?), and said he would sub-
scribe if I would call on him to-morrow with him.  After
this I walked around the boulevards, looking at the strange
things I saw there, thinking of my own strange life, and how
wonderful my present situation in the land of my father and
ancestors.  I'rom here I went to the Louvre, and as I was about
to pass the gates of the Tuileries, a sentinel stopped me, sn'\'in::
no one could enter there with a Jur cap. 1 went to another
gate, and passed without challenge, and went to the Grand
Gallery. There, among the Raphaels, and Correggios, Titians,
Davids, and thousands of others, I feasted my eyes and enlarged

my knowledge. From there I made my way to the Institut de
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France, and by appointment presented my prospedghs to the

secretary of the library. There I met young Geoffroy, an

amiable and learned young man, who examined my work, paidpy

me every attention, and gave mdn room to myself for the
inspection of specimens and to write in. How very different
from the public institutions in England, where, instead of being
bowed to, you have to bow to every one. The porters, clerks,
and secrefaries had all received orders to do everything I
required, and I was looked upon with the greatest respect. I
have now run the gauntlet of Europe, Lucy, and may be proud
of two things—that I am considered the first ornithological
painter and the first practical naturalist of America !

“ September 10, Called on the bjrd-stuffer of the Prince
d’Essling, who proposed to take me to the Prince’s town residence.
We were conducted into his museum, which surpasses in mag-
nificence, and in the number of rare specimens of birds, shells,
and books, all I have yet seen. We strolled about for a
while, when word was sent us, that the Prince being indisposed,
we must go to him. I took my pamphlet in my hand, and
entered a fine room, where he lay reclining on a sofa; but on
seeing me, he, rose up, bowed, and presented-m@é to his beautiful
young wife. While untying my book, both of them asked me
some questions, and looked at me with seeming curiosity ; but
as soon as a print was seen, they both exclaimed, ¢ Ah, c’est
bien beau! and then asked me if I did not know Charles Bona-
parte? And when I answered ¢ Yes,” they both again said, ¢ Ah,
it is the same gentleman of whom we have heard so much, the
Man of the Woods; the drawings are all made by him, ete.
The Prince said that he regretted very much that so few
persons in France were able to subscribe to such a work, and
that I must not expect more than six or eight names in Paris.
He named all those whom he or his lady knew, and told me it
[ drew it
out, opened it, and asked him to write it himself: this he did
with a good grace, next under the Duke of Rutland. This

would give him pleasure to add his name to my list.

Prince, son of the famous Marshal Massena, is thirty years
of age, apparently delicate, pale, slender, and yet good-looking,
entirely devoted to Natural History. His wife is a beautiful
young woman of about twenty, extremcly graceful and polite.
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They both complimented me on the purity of my French, and
wished me all the success I deserved. 1 went back to my
friend in the cabinet, well contented, and we returned to our
lodgings. Not liking our rooms at our hotel, to-day I shall
remove to the Hotel de Franee, where I have a large, clean,
and comfortable room, and pay twenty-five sous per day. DBut
fmust tell thee that in France, although a man may be a
prince or duke, he is called simply monsieur, and his lady,
madam, and all are as easy of access as men without a great
name: this made me quite at my ease with Prince d’Essling.

“ September 11. I have been travelling all over Paris to-
day, and have accomplished nothing. Called on M. Geoffroy
St. Hilaire, and he gave me some good advice and directions

“respecting obtaining the king’s subsecription, and others.

« September 12. Visited, at his library, the librarian of the
king, M. Van Praet, a small and white-haired gentleman,
who assured me in the politest manner imaginable that it was
out of the question to subscribe for so heavy a work. He how-
ever gave me a card to introduce me to M. Barbier, a librarian
belonging to the king’s private library at the Louvre. Here 1
learned that the inland postage of a single letter from Paris to
London is twenty-four sous; there is a mail to London four
times a week. After some trouble I found the library of the
king, because I followed the direction ¢ toujours tout droit,” until
quite out of latitude and longitude by tacking and retacking ;
but at last I reached the place, and entered a gate fronting the
river, and found M. Barbier absent. But later in the day I found
him ; and he, not being able to say anything definite himself,
referred me to the Baron de Boullere, intendant of the ]{ill;;'r!
household. I wrote to him in French, the first letter I have
written in this language in twenty-five years, and I dare say a
very curious one to such a personage as he is.

“ September 13. Took my portfolio to Geoffroy_de St. Hilaire,
and then to Baron Cuvier; the former, after examining it,
retracted his opinion respecting its size, and expressed himself
pleased with it. A Mons. Dumesnil, a French engraver, was
sent to me by Prince d’Essling, and I learned from him that my
work could be done better and at less expense in England than
in France. Copper is dearer here than in England, and/good
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colourers much more scarce. I have just returned with friend
Swainson from Baron Cuvier’s, who gives receptions to scientific
men every Saturday. My book was on the table, and Cuvier
received me with especial kindness, and put me at ease. Méhs.
Condillot I found remarkably amiable, and the company was
much the same as on last Saturday. I found much pleasure
in conversation with Cuvier and M. de Condillot. The former
willingly assented to sit to Mr. Parker for his portrait, and the
other told me if I visited Italy I must make his house my home.
My work was examined, and Cuvier pronounced it the finest in
existence of the kind. As we attempted to make our escape
Cuvier noticed us, and ran after us and took us by the hand,
and wished us to return; but we had a long and dark walk
before us, and on that ground excused ourselves.

“ September 15. France is poor indeed! This day I have
attended the Royal Academy of Sciences, and had my plates
examined by about one hu ‘Fine, very fine!
issued from many mouths; but™hey said also,  What a work!
what a price! who can pay it?’ I recollected that I had thirty
subscribers at Manchester, and mentioned it. They stared, and
seemed surprised ; but acknowledged that England, the little
island of England, alone was able to support poor Audubon.
Some went so far as to say that, had I been here four months

red persons.

ago, I should not have had even the Prince d’Essling for a |

subseriber. Poor France, thy fine climate, rich vineyards, and
the wishes of the learned avail nothing; thou art a destitute
beggar, and not the powerful friend thou wert represented to me,
Now it is that I plainly see how happy, or lucky, it was in me
not to have come to France first; for if I had, my work now
would not have had even a beginning. It would have perished
like a flower in October; and I should have returned to my

woods, without the hope of leaving behind that eternal fame

which my ambition, industry, and perseverance long to enjoy.

Not a subseriber, Lucy ; no, not one!

“I have also been again to Cuvier’s to-day, to introduce Mr. |

You would like to hear more of
Well, we rang the bell, and a waiter
came, and desired that we would wipe our feet: we needed it,
for we were very muddy.

Parker, to begin his portrait.
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rned with friend stairg, and in the first room we entered I saw a slight figure in

black gliding out at an opposite door like a sylph. It was
Miss Cuvier, not quite ready to receive company. Off she flew, :
like a dove before falcons:

ions to scientific
ible, and Cuvier
at ease. Méhs.
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| much pleasure
ot. The former
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However, we followed our man,

who every moment turned to us and repeated, ¢ This way, gentle-

men.” Then we passed through eight rooms filled with beds or

books, and at last reached a sort of laboratory, the sanctum

sanctorum of Cuvier ; nothing there but books, the skeletons of

animals, and reptiles. Our conductor bid us sit, and left us to

My eyes were occupied in the interval in

examining the study of this great man, and my mind in reflect-

ing on the wonders of his knowledge. All but order was about

his books, and I concluded that he read and studied, and was not

fond of books because he was the owner of them, as some great

men seem to be whom I have known. Our conductor returned

directly, anl us to another laboratory, where-¥e found the '
Baron. Great men show politeness in a pa fcular way ; they
receive you without much demonstration ; 4 smile suhi(ms to

assure you that you are welcome, and keep akout their avoca-

tions as if you were a member of the family.” ;
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CHAPTER XXVIL

Paris—CuviER—REpoNTE, THE FLower-PAINTER — CUVIER'S REPORT ON
THE DRAWINGS—GREAT GATHERING AT THE INSTITUTE—THE REPORT

QuoTED — THE DUKE oF ORLEANS—GERARD — BIRDS IN PARIS AND §

WHISPERS FROM THE Wo00Ds—FAREWELL TO FRANCE.

« PARKER was introduced while Cuvier'was looking at a small
lizard, through a vial of spirits that contained it. 1 see now
his speaking eye, half closed, as if quizzing its qualities, and
as he wrote its name with a pencil on a label, he bowed his
body in acquiescence. ¢ Come and breakfast with me, Mr. Parker,

on Thursday next, at ten o’clock, and I will be your man;’ and |§

on he went quizzing more lizards. 2
“ September 18. Went with Parker to Baron Cuvier'’s, We

met Miss Cuvier, who had made all preparations to receive us,
The Baron came in and seated himself in a comfortable arm- |3

chair,
vanity, and I soon discovered that the Baron thinks himself a
fine-looking man.

Great men, as well as great women, have their share of

His daughter seemed to understand this, §

and remarked, more than once, that her father had his under

lip much more swelled than usual; and she added that the §
line of his nose was (extremely fine.

mine, and, lo! I thought just the same. I see the Baron now |

quite as plainly as I did this morning, an old green surtout §

about him, a neckeloth, that would have wrapped his whole §
body if unfolded, loosely tied about his chin, and his silver locks §
looking like those of a man who loves to study books better §

than to visit barbers. His fine eye glistened from under his thick 4§
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eyebrows, and he smiled as he spoke to me. is a
most agreeable lady, and opening a book, she asked to read
alod’l to us all ; and on she went in a clear, well-accented tone,
from a comic play, well calculated to amuse us‘for the time,
and during the monotony of sitting for a portrait, which is
always a great bore. Mrs. Cuvier joined us, and I noticed her
expression was one of general sadness, and she listened with a
melancholy air that depressed my own spirits.

Miss Cuvier

The Baron soon
expressed himself fatigued, and went out, and I advised Parker

to keep him as short a time as possible. We were in one of
his libraries, and he asked his daughter to show us two portraits

of himself, painted some ten years ago.

They were only so
80.

Meanwhile the Baron named next Thursday for another
sitting, _—r

“ September 20. This morning I had the ‘pleasure of seeing
the venerable Redonté, the flower-painter pdr excellence. After
reading Lesueur’s note to him, dated five years ago, he looked
at me fixedly, and said, ¢ Well, sir, I am truly.glad to become,
acquainted with you;’ and without further ceremony he showed :

me his best works. His flowers are grouped with peculiar

taste, well drawn and precise in the outlines, and coloured with
a pure brilliancy, which resembles Nature immeasurably better
than I ever saw it before. Redonté dislikes all that is not pure
Nature ; he cannot bear drawings of stuffed birds or quadrupeds,
and expressed a desire to see a work wherein Nature is deline-
ated In an animated way. He said he dined every’ Friday at
the Duke of Orleans’; he would take my work there next week,
and obtain his subseription, if not the Duchess’s also. He
asked for a prospectus, and invited me to return next Wednes-
day. I looked over hundreds of his drawings, and learned
that he sold them at high prices, some as high as two hundred
and fifty guineas. On my way home I met the secretary of
the king’s library, who told me that the Baron de la Boullerie
had given orders to have my work inspected, and if approved,
to subseribe for it. I have found that letters of introduction
are not as useful here as in England. Cuvier, to whom 1 had
no letter, and to whom my name was unknown before my
arrival, is the only man who has yet invited me to his house.
I wished to go this evening to his scientific soirée, to which he

L 2
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invited me, but I did not, becanse I have been two successive
Saturdays, and I am afraid of intruding, although the rude
awkwardness I formerly felt has worn nearly smooth.

“ September 22. This was the grand day appointed by Baron
Cuvier for reading his report on my work at the French
Institute. The French Institute! Shall I call it superior to
the Royal Academy of London? I cannot better answer the
interrogation, than by the reports of the presidents of these
institutions on my work. By particular invitation of the Baron,
I was at the Institute at half-past one, and no Baron there.
I sat opposite the clock, and counted the minutes one after
another ; but the clock, insensible to my impatiénce, moved
regularly, and ticked its time just as if Audubon had never
existed. I undertook to count the numerous volumes which
filled the compartments of the library, but .hy eye became
bewildered, and as it reached the distant centre of the hall,
rested on the figure of Voltaire! Poor Voltaire! had he not
his own share of troubles? how was he treated ? Savants
like shadows passed before me, nodded, and proceeded to their
seats, and resting their heads on their hands, looked for more
knowledge in different memoirs. I, Lucy, began journeying to
America, sailed up its rivers, across its lakes, along its coasts,
and up the Mississippi, until I reached Bayou Sara, and leap-
ing on shore, and traversing the magnolia forests, bounded
towards thee, my dearest friend,—when the clock struck, and
suddenly called me to myself in the Royal Institute, patiently
waiting for the Baron.

“The number of savants increased, .and my watch and the
clock told that the day was waning. I took a book and read,
but it went into my mind and left no impression. The savants
increased more and more, and by-and-by among them my quick
eye discerns the Baron. I had been asked fifty times if I were
waiting for him, and had been advised to go to his house ; but

I heard his

I sat and watched like a sentinel at his post.

voice and his footstep, and at last saw him, warm, apparently

fatigued, and yet extremely kindly, coming towards me, with
a ‘“\ (It':ll‘ .\il'.l am wrr_\ to l(lln\\ l]mt )Ull ll:l\'t' \\'ali!(-(] S0
long here; I was in my cabinet ; come with me.” During all
this talk, to which I bowed, and followed him, his hand was
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driving a pencil with great rapidity, and I discovered that he
was actually engaged in making his report. I thought of La
Fontaine’s ¢ Fable of the Turtle and the Hare, and of many
other things; and I was surprised that so great a man, who,
of course, being great, must take care of each of his actions
with a thousand times more care than a common individual,
to prevent falls, when surrounded, as all great men are, by
envy, cowardice, malice, and all other evil spirits, should leave
to the last moment the writing of a report, to every word of
which the ¢ Forty of France’ would lend a critical ear. We
were now in his cabinet ; my enormous book lay before him,
and I shifted swiftly the different plates that he had marked
for examination. His pencil kept constantly moving ; he turned
and returned the sheets of his pamphlet with amazing accuracy,
and noted as quickly as he saw all that he saw. We were both
wet with perspiration. When this was done, he invited me to
call on him to-morrow at half-past ten, and went off towards
the council-room.

“ September 23. 1 waited in Cuvier's departmental section
until past eleven, when he came in, as much in a hurry as ever,
and yet as kind as ever—always the perfect. gentleman, The
report had been read, and the Institute, he said, had subsecribed
for one copy ; and he told me the report would appear in next
S‘;mmln_\"s ‘Globe.” 1 called on M. Feuillet, principal librarian
of the Institute, to inquire how I was to receive the subseription,
He is a large, stout man, had on’a hunting-cap, and began by
assuring me that the Institute was in the habit of receiving a
discount on all the works it takes. My upper lip curled, not
with pleasure, but a sneer at such a request; and I told the
gentleman I never made discounts on a work which cost me a
life of trouble and too much expense ever to be remunerated ;
0 the matter tll‘n]»lwvl.

« September 24. To-day I was told that Gerard, the great
Gerard, the pupil of my old master David, wished to see me
and my works. 1 propose to visit him to-morrow.

b S(}i/l‘ll(l’(‘)' 25. T have trotted from pi“nl‘ to post lhl'nnj_'ll
this big town, from the Palais Royal to the Jardin du Luxem-
bourg, in search of Mons. Le Medecin Bertrand, after a_copy

of Cuvier's Report ; such is man, all avaricious of praise by
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nature. Three times did I go to the ¢ Globe * office, from places
three miles apart, until at last, wearied an ])l‘()ll“‘]lf to bay, I

gave up the dlgsv At last T went to the king’s lllrhll\ rmd

learned from the librarian—a perfect gentleman—that the court ™%

had inspected my work, and were delighted with it; and he
told me that kings were not generally expected to pay for
works; and I gave him to understand that I was able to keep
the work if the king did not purchase.

“To-day I saw the original copy of Cuvier’s report on my work.
[t is quite, an eulogium, but not as feelingly written as
Mr. Swainson’s ; nevertheless, it will give the French an idea
of my work, and may do good.

“The following is an extract translated from the report :—

“¢The Academy of Sciences have requested me to make averbal
report on the work of Mr. Audubon, laid before it at a former
session, on the “ Birds of North America.” It may be described
in a few words as the most magnificent monument which has
yet been erected to ornithology. The author, born in Louisiana,
and devoted from his youth to painting, was twemty-five years
ago a pupil in the school of David. Having returned t;v his
own country, he thought he could not make a better use of his
talents th