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S. M. BAYLIS
3574 UNIVERSITY STREET

MONTREAL, QUE.
February 20, 1928.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur:-
As it may have escaped your notice,I venture to
enclose copy of a letter printed in today's Gazette.

You will notice the omission of a signoficant paragraph, whether
in the interest of the paper or myself or both, I can®t saye. 1 ¥rod
warily, as I felt I had to, but the more I read see and hear of
this phase of the questiom, I am convinced that much more might be
said, but it will not be printed. If you are of the Fratemmity,
you will know if we are right, even if you “cabbot tell"™.

With respect to the traditionmal viewpoint, you will recall that
in the McGill Shakespeare Exhibitiom a couple of years ago, the
compiler, who, as he says,id merely "non-~committally interested®,
was at least broad-minded enough as very properly to exhibit a
whole case of the controversial literature loamed by me, some of
it rare and valuable 17th cemtury originalse

How far he was supported or opposed im this, I do n't kmow, and
he evidently did m't care; but when I told a very eminent gent-
leman in the Department of EBnglish Literature in McGill that this
was being done, his sxornful reply wasj; "Oh! we do m't want any
of the(stuff!" and I inferred that if he could he would preveny it
even being shown!

In marked contrast to the obscurantist attitude of our Profes-
sors of Literature in the Universities, who should rather take the
lead in the sderch for Truth, was the invitation extended to me by
our mutual good friemd, Dr Athertom Professor of English Literature
in 1tUniversite de Montreal, who, while avowedly opposed to my point
of view was, nevertheless, willing that his students should hearixx
ite I held the close attention of his class of about 100 students =
male and female, "Religious® and lay - in my little talk, and to
mark a memorable occasion I there and then offered a little prize
of $25 for the best essay on the anti-Shaksper point of view as
outlined. Tais brought out a number of excellent papers, mostly
from pupils of the Ladies College of Notre Dame, with the full ap-
proval of their teachers, some of whom were interested listeners on
the occasion. The prize-winning essay was printed in the College
Journmal, conducted by an able Editorial Board of the young lady
pupils of the Institution, oc whom the writer of the essay was onee.

Compare this with the attlitude of the Censors of theUniversity
Magazine in the incident referred to in my letter and consider if
all this does mot previde "food for thought",

Simcerely yours;

<OKMLMQM) '
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3 5‘7 ¢ 808 UNIVERSITY STREET .
MONTREAL, QUE.

February 16th, 1928.
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Your thoughtfur article of the 1l4th instant is evidence that
this question is & live one and of necessity"bound %o reappear ever
and anon® until the day when the world wiil wake up to wonder why
there should ever have been any "Question®™ about it.

The growing adheslion of g*ﬁht names, from Lord P
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of the Pretender whose claim is supported "with a skill and plausi-
billty that excels the evidence in sight".

It is not a juestion of the sklil of the Elizabethan Dramatists,
wliose productions the Lcnnun theatre manager - if such, indeed, he
Was - may Oor may not have been instrumental in putting on the stage;
who never claimed f:__uuwu 1 in the Craft, assumed no rights of author-
ship, or interfered with the mct;fiths of piratical printers trading

™ Ly, & & s 3 & ", g " ] el
on this supposition. When the Piays attributed to a “z ural yoked
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were pr inted in the Great Folio of 16% 3 aeysn Jears alfter als .a,n,

amended, enlurged and improved from their Quarto form - perhaps con-
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nived at or permitted by the "Crand Possessors" of the MSS - as

“Mrx Wiilianm {:\;'ZJ'\}':..;uT.‘nIL;.‘:\I}/ Comedies Histories & .&fuf')"\'.'i.i)o/ Publiished
accordaing to the True rinal Coples®, they were sponsored by wnolly
unauthorized persons, prefaced by equivocal and false statements in
prose and verse, and disfipured by a palpably “"fake" Portralt, the
wnole cleverly desipned to mislead and decelve the uninitiated or
thoss km 'uj..;:ﬁllj blind.

Nor is< it & question of that supreme gift - call it "Geniua", if
you llke - which enabied the 'b¢nL3f Bunyan® to “ascend to the aglcnu—
id realm he has giorified"™ nor to "the list of mysterlious examplies
of rapt w;e‘gz;on“, which, as you well say, might be almost indefin-

.Lt‘l.LJ eniarged

These, OAfroulenuzy .5 some are, may all be accounted for by the
natural working of some impelling lorce influéncling & mind predisposed
to receive such impressions. Heredity, environment and trgin¢n» adl
contribute to great achievement, without resort to the obsolete doc-
trine of Pienary Inspiration, on which some &re ;unwtrh;nwu to rely

in attributine to an untaught, uncultured, untrained, "rural yokedl"
the stupendous, pax unpuralleled achlevement whlch we know and revere
under the significant pseudonym, "Shake-Speare", stored with all the
learning of the ages, crammed wilh tThe accurate technique of the Law

th by a trained legal mind, vibrant wlth the intimate alr
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. PROBLEM

S. M. BAYLIS
¢ 8Q8 UNIVERSITY STREET
/ MONTREAL, QUE.

of courts and palaces, and set in a frime exqulsite bea
skilled hand of the ;erfect craftaman!

No! "Genius"™, poor overworked ,Mu,, ahich Jauntily cerries the
poverished Lady Clara t. the hunt on wwﬂu\uy and ﬁ%arilj drags her

-
) 4

in the old famlly coach to church on Sunday, cannce.t account for
the anomaly. Genius may inspire natural or acquired gifts but it
cannot impart kno&le.mc, nor can Inspiration move an irresponsive clod.
If, as it is held, this ililiterate "rural yokeli" who rose to a&
affluence by the profits of his thealricai ventures and invested his
money in London und Stratiord %f4~ﬁstd, dlu, in some unexplalned way
unknown to history, acquire thls learning, knowledge, technique and
Craftsmanshlp and rewdly is the super-man of all time, let the student
read his life-story laboriously compiled by indefatiguble researchers,
whnlch, shorn of all its lggutmt;uns, conjectures and assumptions,

.
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death, % 1s a sordid tale, then compare it with his alleged achieve-
ments in literature and enquire with Emerson if they “"match®

It's a lonesome road to travel with iittle sympathy for the way-
farer. Our libraries are poorly suppiled with informative literature,
and such evidence as I wanted I had to procure for myseif. Our Pro-
fessors of Literature, unlike their adventurous colleagues in Bclence
and Medicine, are steeped in traditionalism and wedded to Pre- con
celved oplnion, discourage enquirers, and suppress discussion of op
posing view-points. Writers have alileged that even custodians of
recerds and sources of informatlon have gone s0 far as to place obsta-
¢les in the way of thelr researches. Others have declared that they
wdfu warned that anything which they might write would either be dis-

orted or refused rUJ¢LCuﬁion, or informed that friendships might be
'ﬂv»reu nn¢ a career impalred if further study of thls "closed question®
tainted with che 1a.¢,(m.uc_ were lfru.ﬂt‘ d in!

I myself, with the taclt acquiescence of the Edltor, had procured
from an eminent nng¢isa writer a specially writien, non-controversial,
J000-word article on Ben Jonson,with reference to his Shahespearian
connection, but it was returned to me with the lmlormation that his
over-iords of the Editing Board of the collegiate publlication for
whlch it was Intended had refused to print 1it!

I am happy to say that my own communlcations have recelved generous
Welcome in your columns and elsewhere; but a section of the Press, un-—
sympathic to the modern v;uh, except to poke fun at, or heap ridicule
upon, those who advocate 1t, are keen to seize upon and feature con-

tributions and drawings, however funtastic, supporting the traditional.
L Beyond end behind this, moreover, it is alieged, 1s the welghty
influence of & certaln widely-known Brotherhood in fosatering opposition,
some of whose carefuily guarded, 1f perhaps unimportant, "secrets",
might, if they were dlvulged, be useful in c¢learing up if not solving
the questiony OSome psrsonal observations of my own would seem to lend
this ldea some support, as in cinversations with eminent members of

the Fraternity, I find that the nention of a certain KXKFXX NAME is
received in silence - whether of reverance or aversion 1t is impossibie
to sal) -~ that the conversation is diverted and direct questions met
with evasive answers, not, " I do'nt know!"™, but in the accepted for-
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mulae: "1 cant't tell or "I'll enguire!", ' these allegations
are unfounded, authoritative denlali is cad ;
time be not ripe for such disclosure and
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solve the vexed guestion of "The Sheakes
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where the trald may lead wae ae oLravtlord gnoss 15 41a&ald, it 1s

premature to discuss until this be finally done. OSuffice .t to say
that an author worthy of our highest admiration will ye

and light br thrown on the activities of ¢ assoclated

in their endeavors to spread “"Light, Liber and Truth"

darkest Europe by means of the printed page of the insp

and tThe spoken word on the subsidized stage. Followin;

new paths would be opened to exploration in the fruitf

of the political, social, and iiterary movements of tht

present undreame > and now barred to the traveller

warning sign: No Thoroughfare!

SAMUEL M.BAYLIS







February 25th, 1924.

Dr. George Shanks,
Professor of ‘Pathology,
Medical College,
Calcutta, India.

Dear Dr. Shanks:-

Let me thank you on behglf of
the University for your letter of the 19th of Janu~
ary enclosing draft for $10.00 on Lloyds Bank ILimited.

' It is indeed gratifying to the
University authorities to know that our graduates,
no matter in what distant lands they may be living,
are not forgetful of their Alma HUatere. I note that
you wish your subscription to be applied primarily
towards the erection of a new gymnasium. The
Governors recognize the pressing need of such a
building and sincerely hope that in the not distant
future its erection may become an accomplished fact.

I feel sure that c¢oulid you
find time from your professional duties to give us
some account of the work of your department in the
Medical College, Calocutta, it would be received here
with a great deal of interest. I am certain that
the editorial staffs of the McGill News and the
NeGill Daily would welcome such a contribution to
their pages.

With all good wishes, I am,

Yours faithfully,

Principal.




Calecutta

The Principal & Vice Chancellor,

b

MeGill University, Montreal,

Dear Sir,
I have pleasure in sending you the sum of
ten dollars as my first annual subscription in

aid, primarily, ef the new gymnasium,

I hope the amount asked for may be over

subscribed,

Yours faithfully,

éM7 & ¢ L{ i

i-‘:-D. ? ("al.\t. I.X“L-Sp,
Professor of Pathology,
Medical College, Calecutta,
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PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR McCGiLL UNIVERSITY

A. E. MORGAN MONTREAL
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PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR McCGILL UNIVERSITY

A. E. MORGAN MONTREAL




SCHOOL AT SHAWBRIDGE, QUE TELEPHONE

¢ MAJOR RALPH WILLCOCK, B.A., SUPERINTENDENT
C.P.R. LAURENTIAN 2 LONG DISTANCE

\

THE BOYS’ FAI%M AND TRAINING SCHOOL

MOUNTAINS SHAWBRIDGE

HON. PRESIDENTS
J. R, DouGALL, J. T. McCALL

620 TRANSPORTATION BLDG. SIRESICRS
E. W. BEATTY, K.C., PRESIDENT

MONTREAL A. A. MAGEE, VICE-PRESIDENT
oA THE AR J. W. MCCONNELL, VICE-PRESIDENT
ROBERT ADAIR HON. W. MITCHELL, K.C.
LYON COHEN A. D. MACTIER
ERNEST COUSINS JOHN MCMILLAN
OWEN DAWSON JOHN C. NEWMAN
JAMES ECCLES F. B. WHITTET
W. W. HUTCHISON MURRAY WILLIAMS
C. F. MARTIN, M.D. JAMES WILSON

OWEN DAWSON, 820 TRANSPORTATION BLDG
MONTREAL, PHONE HARBOUR 8515
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Ma jor Willeofk D.8.0.,
Shawbridge Boys Farm,
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October 3, 1935.

Dr. A. E. Morgan,

Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MecGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Doctor Morgan:

Your thoughtful letter in connection with your
recent visit here is very much appreciated and I can assure
you that all the members of our School and staff who were
privileged to meet you, thoroughly enjoyed your vigit.

Mr . Dawson, our Secretary-Treasurer and grand-
gon of Sir William Dawson, has developed a fine work here
during the past twentv-six or twenty-seven years and it
will be particularly gratifying to him to know that you
were so pleased with the contacts you made here. It is
needless to say that we are happy if some good is resulting
from the work we are trying to do.

Trusting you will find time to make additional
visits to our School, and wishing you every success in

your important responsibilities at McGill, I am

Yours sincerely,

(L_w?\/’v\ K‘\B &;ﬁ_ﬁ__ £_» V(“;/\;‘ Z

Superintendent.
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RIDGE



