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Bouse of Commons Debates

FIRST SESSION, FIFTH PARLIAMENT.

THE Fourtn PaARLIAMENT of the Dominion, which had
been prorogued from the 17th day of May, 1882, and
thence from time to time, was dissolved by Proclamation
on the 18th day of May, 1882; and, Writs having been issued
and returned, a new Parliament was summoned to meet for
the Despatch of Business, on Thursday, the 8th day of
February, 1883, and did accordingly meet on that day.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Tuursday, 8th February, 1883,

On which day, being the first day of the meeting of the
First Session of the Fifth Parliament, for the Despatch of
Business,—John George Bourinot, Esquire, Clerk of the
House of Commons, Donald William Macdonell, Gustavus
Wiiliam Wicksteed, Henry Hartoey, and Frangois Fortunat
Rouleau, Eequires, Commissioners appointed by Dedimus
Potestatem for administering thoe Oath to Members of the
House of Commons, all attending according to their duty ;—
Richard Pope, Esquire, Clerk of the Crown in Chancery,
delivered to the said John George Bourirot a book contain-
ing a list of the names of the Members roturncd to serve in

his Parliament.

The aforesaid Commissioners did administer the Oath to
the Members who were present, which being done and the
Members having subscribed the Roll containing the Oath,
they repaired to their seats.

A Message was delivered by Réné Edouard Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :

Gentlemen, .
The Honorable Bir William Johnstone Ritchie, Deputy Governor,
desires the immediate attendance of this Honorable House in the Senate

Chamber.

Accordingly, the Ilouse went up to the Senate, when the
Speaker of the Senate said:

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate, and
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Honorable Sir William Jobnstone Ritchie, Deputy Governor, does
not see fit to declare the causes of summoning the present Parliament
until a Speaker of the House of Commons shall have been chosen ac-
cording to law, but to-morrow, at three o’clock im the afternoon, the
causes of calling this Parliament will be declared.

And the House being returned,

ELECTION OF A SPEAKER.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD, addressing himsclf to the
Clerk, said: Mr. BourinoT, I -have the honor to propose
that George Airey Kirkpatrick, Esq., the member rep-
regenting the Kiectoral District of the County of
Frontenac, do take the Chair as Speaker of this House.
To those of this Llouse who sat in former Parliaments I need
say very little about the qualifications of the hon. member
for Frontenac for this important position. He has been in
Parliament since 1870. He succeeded my revered friend,
his own father, who sat in Parliament until his death, and
he has represented that county ever since. Four times he
has received the confidence of the electors of Frontenac,
and I believe, indeed I know and am well assured, that his
cond;ct during the period he has been in Parliament has

gained for him the esteem, I might almost say the affection,
of his brother members. He has been an active member
of Parliament sinco 1870 ; he has paid great attention to
the business of the House, in the House and in Committee ;
he is, I believe, thoroughly versed in the practice of Parlia-
ment, and in every respect, Mr. Bourinot, I do not think I
cau present any name wore acceptable to this House than
that of George Airey Kirkpatrick, Esq., the hon, member for
Frontenac.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Trasoslation). Mr. BouriNT,
—I have much pleasure in roconding the motion of the
hon. Premier of the Government for the election of Mr.
George Kirkpatrick as Speaker of this Houee. Asmy hon.
colleague has just said, those who have sat with Mr. Kirk-
patrick during the last ten or twelve years know how useful
a member of this House he has been, and especially as mem-
ber of the leading committees in which the affairs of tho
country arve considered before being submitted to this
House. I ehould say that after the hon. gentleman who
has, during the lact Parliament, presided over the proceed-
ings of this House with so much digoity and honor for
himself as well as for this House, which had elected
him, we could scarcely have found a member who would
have presided over this House with greater dignity than the
hon. member whm we now propose. It is true that the
hon. gentleman, Mr. Kirkpatrick, is not as conversant with
the French as with the English language ; nevertheless, 1
think I may state that the hon. gentleman understands
French well enough to follow the debates, and, when occa-
sion occurs, to decide questions of order which may
present themselves. I am convinced that the hon. member,
who received part of his education in the Province of Que-
bee, will be happy to avail himself of this opportunity of
acquainting himself with the elegant French language,
which we speak freely, and that betore long hoe will be able
to espress himself in Fronch as we, the French members of
this House, express ourselves in English. I Lope, Mr.
Bourinot, that this motion, will receive the unanimous con-
carrence of this House.

Mr. BLAKE. Ten years ago it was the duty of the hon.
gentleman who is the leader of the Governmont—filling the
sume situation which he now fills—to discharge the same
duty, which he has just now discharged, in proposing the
selection of a Speaker to preside over our deliberations. It
was his daty to perform that office under circumstances
very similar to those under which he has discharged it
to-day. As First Minister of the preceding Parliament, ho
was called upon to ask the House to assent to the election
of a Speaker, Having obtained the confidence of the
country at the preceding election, he felt called upon to
move that Parliament should elect the old Speaker, to
advise the House as to the courre it should pursme. His
opening remarks to-day were so very similar to those with
which he had opened his address on that former occasion
that I supposed we were to have the same speech alto-
gether; but the conclusion differs. Allow me to recall tho
attention of those few of ns who sat here then to what the
hon. gentleman said, and the rule of conduct which ho pro-
posed to lay down. He said :

“To those hon. gentlemen who had sat under his (Mr. Coek-
burn’s) giidance, as Speaker of the House, during tbe last Parlisment,
be (Sir Jobn) need not address any arguments to press his claims for
tbat important office. Five years ago he was elected to il it, and he

(8ir John) believed that during that time he had performed his duties
in & manner acceptable to the House and to the country. IHe might say
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to those hon. members who occupied seats on the floor of tha House for
the first time, that the hon. gentleman whose name he had mentioned,
had had a long experience in Parliament and in official lifd; thatin
both positions he had performed his duties honorably and well, and
that doring his term of office as Speaker, none of his decisions had ever
been reversed. Like all other Speakers, he might have given decisions
that were not acceptable to individual members Mr. Walford, speak-
ing on this subject in the British Parliament, had said that during his
long experience he had never known a Speaker whose decisions had
not been objected to on both sides «f the House : among his own party,
from a feeling that perhaps from fear of seeming tolean towards his
friends, he had given decisions adverse to them ; and by bis opponents,
from & belief that he had been partial to his friends. On the whole,
and after all, the general tenor of a Speaker’s conduct should be the
gaide as to whether he was fit for re-election or not. He (Sir John)
was now trying to introduce the system that had obtained in England
and had worked well :—That after a Speaker had served well, he
shonlq’not be changed capriciously at the beginning of each Parlia-
ment.

Well, sir, the hon. gentleman who spoke a moment ago,
pointed out to us the difficulty of finding, after our experi-
ence of last Parliament, a gentleman who would preside over
our deliberations with equal dignity, courtesy and imparti-
ality as had presided the late Speaker of this House. This
hon. gentleman has not had the misfortune to lose his elec-
tion. He is present amongst us, and I am glad to see him
present in- health and vigor, in the full maturity of his
powers, but yet he does not receive the honor of the
application of the rule which the hon. gentleman, the
First Minister, propounded for our guidance in 1&72.
The hon, gentleman has laid down a different rule. He
now says that the rule which he laid down on the occasion
to which I bhave referred—that the general tcnor of a
Speaker’s conduct should be the guide as to whether he was
fit for re-election—that a Speaker who had served well in
that capaeity should not be capriciously dismissed at the
commencement of 4 new Parliament—shall not be observed
on this occasion. What is the reason for the change? Is
my bon. friend in ill health? Aro the rumors truoc that we
have sometimes heard, that after all the reverses and suc-
cesses which have attended his Parliamentary career, he is
about to leave us for a sphero in which he will at least enjoy
a measure of ease and retirement, even if it does not possess
all the attractions of a Parliamontary life? Why is it that
the hon. gentleman does not apply the samse rule with
regard to the hon. member, whose laudations we have just
heard, as he laid down ten years ago? It cannot be that the
hon, Minister intends to imply that the hon. member for
Lévis (Mr. Blanchet) is not well suited for the office—that
he does not in every respect meet the views of the hon.
gentleman as to what a Speaker of the House should be.
At all events, I suppose we may now understand that the
principle of action which the hon. gentleman followed on a
previous occasion is now abrogated for some cause or other,
and that another principle of action which prevailed
formerly in the old Provincial Parliament is to be the one
in vogue. With reference to the choice which the hon.
gentleman has submitted to the House, I was glad to learn
from the Minister that the hon. member for Frontenac (Mr.
Kirkpatrick) possesses one qualification of importanco to
his office, and that is, a sufficient conversance with the
language which is spoken by a number of the members of
this House; and I am glad to re-echo the observations of
the First Minister as to the attention which my hon. friend
from Frontenac (Mr. Kirkpatrick) has paid to his
Parliamentary  dutics, the important part which,
as a private momber, he has taken in many important
portions of our deliberations, and the unvarying
comtesy and kindness with which he has conducted
his share in our debates. I have no doubt that
he will in all these rospects adequately fulfil the great trust
which it is proposed to repose in him. I hope, too, that in
addition to the observance of perfect impartialily as presid-
ing officer of this Chamber, he will endeavor to maintain the
dignity of this House by some more active steps, on certain
occa.slionsithan former Speakors have taken; by the repres-
‘1. T12%F. ’

sion, at the earliest moment, of incidents, which, when pro-
longed only become more lamentable ; and in doingso I can
assure him that he will receive the most cordial support
from this side of the House that we can give him. I may
add my personal congratulation to the hon. member as an
old friend—upon the honor which it is proposed to bestow
upon him—our friendship having commenced before we
entered the stormy scene and having continued unbroken
ever since.

Mr, MACKENZIE. Mr, BouriNoT, I am sorry to disturb
in the least the amicable arrangements that appear to exist
between the two sides of the House by saying a word which
would jar upon the feelings of anyone. I cordially agraee
with what has been stated as to the excellont porsonal
qualities of the proposed Speaker, and the pleasure 1 have
enjoyed in my intercourse with him in the work of the House,
and in the committees of the House. All that is per-
fectly true. But an occurrence took place on a
former occasion which leads me to a different conclusion
as to one point. If there is one thing more than another
which it is the duty of the Speaker to do, it is to main-
tain the balance fairly between the two parties—irrespective
of party proclivities or party leanings—to see that ample
justice is done to every member, and that every member
is sufficiently protected under all existing circumstances.
On the 12th of May, 1879, a person, well known to hon,
gentlemen in this House, wantonly insulted a prominent
member of Parliament—though I attach no importance to
his prominence, as the humblest member is equally entitled
to protection with the most prominent. That case was
brought before the House by myself, and I recollect, with
some pain, that the hon. member for Frontenac (Mr. Kirk-
patrick) and the hon, member for North Simecoe (Mr.

McCarthy), and one or two other hon. gentlemen
on that side, did everything but excuse the wanton
insult committed against that member. I allude

to the late member for Shefford (Mr. Huntington).
Now, sir, while 1 have no desire at all to say one word dispar-
aging to the candidate for the Speakership, I am bound to say
this: that it would have been far more acceptable to me—
entirely acceptable indeed—but for the events of that unfor-
tunate occasion. Having thus entered my protest against
what I conceived to be a wanton violation of the duties of
this House towards a brother member, I say no moreon
the subject.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. Bovrinor. I declare Mr. Kirkpatrick duly chosen
to occupy the Chair of this Honorable House as its Speaker.

Mr. KirxpATRICK was conducted from his place to the
Chair by Sir John A, Macdonald and Sir Hector Langevin.

Mr. SPEAKER, Erecr, standing on the upper step, said :
I beg to tender my grateful acknowledgments to the
House for the honor it has conferred upon me, in electing
me to be its Speaker. It will bo always my desire to
deserve the confidence reposed in me. I am sensible of my
unfitness for the posiiion; but relying upon the kindness
and co-operation of hon. gentlemen on both sides of
the House, I shall endeavor to do my duty to the best of
my ability, and to discharge the functions of the Chair with
fairness and impartiality. I hope the House will sustain
me in vindicating our rights and privileges, in maintaining
our Rules and Orders, and in securing the freedom of
debate, according to our established usages.

And the Mace, which before lay under the Table, was laid
upon the Table.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to; and (at 3:30 o’clock p.m) the House
adjourned.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Fripay, 9th February, 1883.

The SrEAKER Elect having taken the Chair,

PRAYERS.

A Message was delivered by Réné Edouard Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :

Mz. SPEAKER,
is Excellency the Governor General desires the immediate attend-
ance of this Honorable House in the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker Elect, with the House went up
to the Senate Chamber;

Then the HoNorasBre GEORGE AIREY KIRK-
PATRICK, SpEAKER ELECT, said:

May 1t Prease Your ExcELLERCY @

The House of Commons have elected me a3 their Speaker, though I
am but little able to fulfil the important duties thus assigned to me.

1f, in the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall into
error, I gray that the fault may be imputed to me, and not to the Com-
mons, whose servant I am, and who through me, the better to enable
them to discharge their duty to their Queen and Conniry, humbly
claim all their undoubted rights and privileges, especially that they
may have freedom of Speech in their Debates, access to Your Excel-
leucy’s person at all seasonable times, and that their proceedings may
receive from Your Excellency the most favorable consideration.

The Honorable the SPEAKER of the Senate then said:

MR. SPEAKER,

I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General to
declare to you that he freely confides in the duty and attachment of the
House of Commons to Her Majesty’s Person and Government, and not
doubting that their proceedings will be conducted with wisdom, temper
and prudence, he grants, and upon all occasions will recognize and
allow, their constitutional privileges. *

[ am commanded also to assure you, that the Commons shall have
ready access to His Excellency upon all seasonable occasions, and that
their proceedings, as well as your words and actions, will constantly
. receive from him the most favorable construction.

Then His Excellency the GovERNOR GENERAL wa: pleased
to open Parliament by a Speech from the Throne.

And the House being returned,

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor to state tbat the
House having attended on His Excellency the Governor
General in the Senate Chamber, I informed His Excellency
that the choice of Speaker had fallen on me, and, in your
names and on your behalf, I made the usual claim for your
privileges, which His Excellency was pleased to confirm to
you.

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that the Clerk of the
House had received from the Hon. Mr. Justice Weldon, one
of the Judges selected for the trial of Election Petitions,
pursuant to The Dominion Controverted Elections Act,
1874, Certificate and Report in the matter of the Election
for the Electoral District of King’s, N.B., declaring the
Election of G. E. Foster, Esq., null and void.

Also, Certificate and Report from the Hon. Mr. Justice
Mathieu, in the matter of the Election for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Joliette, declaring the Election of E. Guibault, Esq.,
null and void.

He also informed the House, that in conformity with the
Act 37 Victoria, Chapter 10, Sections 5 and 36, the Clerk
of the House had issued his Warrants to the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery to make out new Writs of Elect'on for
the said Electoral Districts, respectively.

Mr. SPEAKER further informed the House that the Clerk

noo, one of the Judges relected for the tiial of Election
Petitions, pursuant to The Dominion Controverted Elections
Act, 1874, Certificate and Report in the matter of the
Election for the Electoral District of Napierville, declaring
M. Catudal, Esq., duly elected.

Also, Certificate and Repori from the Hon. Mr. Justice
Mathieu, in the matter of the Election for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Terrebonne, declaring the Hon. J. Chaplean duly
elected,

Also, Certificate and Report from the Hon. Mr. Justice
Patterson, in the matter of the Election for the Electoral
District of the South Riding of Norfolk, declaring J. Jackson,
Esq., duly elected.

Also, Copy of Certificate and Repoit in the matter of the
Election for the Electoral District of Verchdres, declaring
the Hon. F. Geoffrion daly elected.

NEW MEMBERS,

Mr. SPEAKER further informed the House, that the
Clérk of the House had received from the Clerk of tho
Crown in Chancery, Certificates of the Election and Return
of the following members, viz..—

Of the Hon. Josern AporLras CraPLEAU, for the Electoral District of
Terrebonne;

Of Fraviex Dupoyr, Esqﬁ. for the Electoral District of Bagot ;

Of Epwarp GuiLBaULT, E3q., for the Electoral District of Joltette ;

Of Georee R. L. Q. H. S. pe Beavseu, Eeq , for the Electoral District

of Soulanges ; and
Of Grorae E. FosTeR, E8q., for the Electoral District of King's, New

Brunswick.

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD introduced Bill (No. 1)
respecting the Administration of Oaths of Office.

Bill rcal the fir-t time.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 bave the honor to inform this House
that when the House attended His Excellency the Governor
General this day, in the Senate Chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make aSpeech to both Houses of Parliament,
and, to prevent mistakes, I bave oltained a copy of tho
Speech, which is as follows : —

Honoratle Gentiemen of the Senate:

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

It is my pleasing duty, on the opening of & new Parliament, to con-
gratulate you on the auspicious circumstances under which you will
begin your labors.

Canada is in the enjoyment of peace and prosperity, and all her
industries, agricultural, manufacturing and commercial, are in a healthy
and improving condition.

Following the example of my distinguished prede .essor, I paid a visit
of some length to British Columbia last season. The great natural
resources of that Province promise that as soon as the Pacific
Railway is completed, an impulse to its prosperity, commensurate with
the progress made elsewhere, will be assured. Meanwhile, the disposal
of the lands set aside in aid of the Railway to actual settlers will add to
the importance and wealth of the Province.

While passing through the United States I was rejoiced to observe
many evidences of regard for the Empire of which this couniry forms so
large a portion. May this friendship, which is 8o fully returned by us, be
as enduring as it is natural and advantageous to the matual interests of
both great nations.

The steady flow of settlers into Manitoba and the North-West Terri-
tories last year, and the azsurances received of anincressed immigration
during the coming season, promise well for the early development of

of the House had received from the Hon. Mr. Justice Chag- | those fertile and salubrious regions.
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It is important that the laws relating to the representation of the |
people in Parliament should be amended, and the electoral franchises:

existing in the several Provinces assimilated. A measure for this pur-

pose will be submitted for your consideration.
I am advised that the Judgment of the Liords of the Judicial Com-

mittee of the Privy Council, delivered last June on the appeal of Russell
versus the Queen, goes to show, that in orderto prevent the unrestrained

sale of intoxicating liquors, and for that purpose to regulate the granting ]

of shop, saloon and tavern licenses, legislation by the Dominion Parlia-
ment will be necessary. Your earnest .consideration of this important
subject is desired.

Your attention is specially invited to a measure regulatix;g Factory
Labor and the protection of the workingman and his family.

Bills for the consolidation and amendment of the laws relating to the
Customs, the Militia, and the Public Lands, will be laii befure you.

Among other measures, Bills will be presented to you respecticg the
Civil Service, the Acts relating to Banking, and the examination of
Masters and Mates of vessels navigating our inland waters.

I am glad to be able to inform you that the progress of the Canadian
Pacific Railway bas been quite unprecedented. Traffic can now be
carried on the main line from Thunder Bay to within fifty miles of the
crossing of the South Saskatchewan, a distance of over one thousand
miles. It is confidently expected that the Rocky Mountains will be
reached during the present year, and that within the same period sub~
stantial progress will be made on the Lake Superior Section of the
Railway, and the track laid upon a large portion of the road now under
contract in British Columbia.

I have algo pleasure in stﬁtiug that the traffic on the Intercolonial
Railway is largely in excess of any former year, and that the balance in
favor of the road shows a gratifying incresse.

Qentlemen of the House of Commons :
The acccunts of the last fiscal year will be laid before you.

You will be pleased to learn that, notwithstanding the expenditure
on Capital Account amounted to more than seven millions of dollars,
the surplus of the Consolidated Revenue, together with the proceeds of
the sales of the lands in tte North-West during the year, were more
than sufficient to cover that espenditure, and that the net debt at the
cloee of the year and the amount of interest paid thereon were less than
for tte year jrevious.

The Fstimates for the ensuing year will also be submitted. They bave
been prepared with all due economy consistent with the necessary
development of the varied resources of the Dominion.

On the first Januaty, 1885, the large 5 per cent. loan will mature.
A Bill will be submitted authorizing the issue of Debentures bearing a
rate of interest not exceeding 4 per cent. for the redemption of this
loan.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the Llouse of Commons:
The subjects I have mentioned to you are of much importance, and I

commend them to your consideration, with full confidence in your dis-
cretion and patriotism.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that the Speech of
His Excellency the Governor General be taken into consider
ation on Monday next.

Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved:

That Select Standing Committees of this House, for the present
Seassion, be appointed for the following purposes :—l. On Prvi-
leges and Elections —2. On Expiring Laws.—3. On Railways, Canals
and Telegraph Lines.—4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills —-5 On Stand-
ing Orders.—6. On Printing —7, On Public Accounts.—8. On Banking

.~ Mr. SPEAKER,

and Commercs.—9. On Immigration and Colonization,—which said
Committees shall severally be empowered to examine and enquire into
all such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House;
and to report from time to time their observations and opinioss thereon;
with power to send for persons, papers and records.

Motion agreed to.

REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House the Report of the
Librarian on the state of the Library of Parliament.

ADJOURNMENT.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the aijournment of
the House.

Mr. CASGRAIN. 1 desire to call the attention of the
House to a matter which occurred yesterday, Of course
the ceremony in which we took part yesterday, is one which
many of us have witnessed on many previous occasions,
but I think the time of members of this House is sufficiently
valuable to enable us to dispense with very much of what
we went through yesterday, It is true the custom is an
old one, and at one time it had its raison d’étre. Its origin
wag such that it is valuable for us to keep it in mind. At
the same time I cannot sce any reason why it should
be perpetuated by this House, and I may say that I have
consulted with some of my colleagues on the subject, and they
agree with me as to the uselessness of many parts of the cere-
mony. In former times—seven hundred or eight hundred
years azo—the Parliament of England, which we endeavor
to copy in this Chamber sat in one buailding, and the per-
mission of the Crown to elect a Speaker was necessary,
because the House had to have a spokesman ; but it seems to
me that in these days of reform we might well dispense
with a usage which has no meaning now. I consider that
our time is too valuable for us to lose one day yesterday and
I may say another to-day, so that we have to defer until
Monday the consideration of His Excellency’s speech. Cer-
tainly, the Crown might refuse 1o accept a particular
person as Speaker, but the clection of its Speaker is un-
doubtedly onc of the rights and privileges of the House of
Commons. I do not wish to use tod strong a term, and if I
do, it will be owing to my unfamiliarity with the English
language; but it did appear to me, that it was rather a
ridiculous proceeding to invite us into the other Chamber,
and to tell us to go back, choose our Speaker, and return
to-morrow. I call attention to the matter, in the hope that
some future Parliament may take steps to prevent such a
needless waste of time.

Motion agreed to; and (at 3:50 o'clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monpay, 12th February, 1883,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock;

PravYERs.

CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that he had received
from the Hon. Mr. Justice Torrance, one of the Judges
selected for the trial of Election Petitions, pursuant to the
Dominien Controverted Elections Act, 1874, his final judg-
ment in the matter of the Controveited Klection for the
Electoral District of Jacques Cartier, declaring D. Girouard,
Esq , duly elected.
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ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCELLENCY’S
SPEECH.

The Iouse procecded to the cousideration of His Excel-
lency’s Speech at the opening of the Session.

Mr. TUPPER. In ricing to move that a humble Address
be presented to His Excellency the Governor General in
reply to the Speech delivered trom the Throne on Friday
last, I rejoice greatly that I have the good fortune and the
high privilege to do so at so important a period in the his-
tory of my country. I rejoice also that the time for me to
move the answer to the Address has ocourred
when so successful a period in the bhistory of
the country has been reached. A little over fifteen
years ago four British Provinces began a venture which
over one hundred years ago thirteen British Colonies at-
tempted, and those four Provinces formed a Union called
Contederation, Since that time great as has been the
advancement of tho United States, extraordinary as has
been the progress of that country, I do not hesitate to say
that the progress and advancement of the British Confeder-
ation on this side of the Atlantic has ben far greater in
proportion than even the wonderful advancement of the
country to the south of us. We can recognize with pride
the fact that while during those hundred ycars the revenue
of the American Union rose to $29,000,000 in the seventy-
first year of its existence, the revenue of 1his country rose, in
the fifteen years just closed, from $15,000,000 to $29,000,000.
We have to recognize at the same time the fact that in the
year 1800 the population of the American Union was as
large as that of Canada to-day. Not only has our advance-
ment been greater in regard to the revenue of the country,
but I am happy to know that the increase of the popula-
tion of this country bas been far greater in proportion.
‘When the Union of the Provinces was consummated, when
Confederation became a gettled fact, the strides that were
made in the march of union and progress were such as to
command the admiration of the world. But there came a
pause, which we all remember, in the march of advancement.
There came. & time when depression seemed to linger in
this eountry, and to predict a fate which no advocato of
the Union had anticipated. = At that time, it will be remem-
bered, that one of the great parties of this country rose and
said that it was confident it could restore the successfu!
state of affairs that had been inaugurated at the date of the
Union. That party then was in Oppositisn to the Govern-
ment of the day, and while the Government had professed
that it was unable, and that this party was unable to retrieve
the glory and success which had been lost for atime, the
Liberal-Conservative party claimed that, by a fiscal policy
different from the po:icy which was then in force, pros-
perity could be restored to this country, and Canada enabled
to go on advancing as befor¢. Those were the promises
made by that party, when in Opposition, and when the
opportunity occurred in September, 1878, the people of this
country, from one end to theother, by no uncertain verdict,
declared in favor of the policy announced by the Liberal-
Conservative party while 1n Opposition. That party
acceded to office at a time when everything looked gloomy,
in_regard to the prospecis of this country; but we all can
rejoice on both sides of the House, that from the day they
took office everything in the country appearcd to improve.
One party in this House conlends, 1 believe at tho present
moment, that the prosperity which has returned since the
advent of the Liberal-Conservative party to power is due
not to the changed fiscal policy of the country—mnot to the
changed railway policy of the country—but has cceurred
in spite of both those policics. On the present occasion I
have not the desire, nor would it be a fitting opportanity,
to discuss that question, but I can join with everyone
in this House and in the country in expressing my
gratification and delight that since the fiscal policy of the

country was changed prosperi'y has returned to Canada to
such an extent that no one can doubt the fact. We all
remember that, after tho changed policy bad been on trial
for four years, the Government went to the people of the
country six months ago for an endorsement of that policy,
and to ascertain whether they had fuithfully kept their
trust—whether thoy deserved a renewal of the confidence
which had been reposed in them a few yoars ago.
The result was one which is testified by the large majority
which the Government has in this House. In the
present Parliament we have the satisfaction of know-
ing that no matter what may be the different views of the
two great parties of this country at the present day, the
mass of the people of Canada attributc a great measure of
the prosperity they are cnjoying to tho successful and
vigorous administration of their affairs by the Government
of the day. We had an ecxpression of pleasure by the
Governor General whoen he came down to this House that
prosperity and peace exist in the land; but not only have
we risen in the scale as regards our material progress, but
we fied that the press on the other side of the Atlantic is
alive to-day to the marvellous growth and development of
this part ot the British Empire. We have parsed from the
colonial stage and have become an integral part of the
Britich Empire ; and not long ago the London Daily Tele-
graph alluded to this country as “the Greater Britain.”
Allusion has been made to the extended trip which was
taken by the Governor General of the Dominion; and we
all have lively and pleasant recollections of
the tour made by his eminent predecessor.
None of us, if we are at all Capadian in spirit, can ever
forget the proclamation that his eminent predecessor mado
of the vast wealth and treasures of the North-West; and
following up that happy oxample the present Governor
Goneral has also been anxious to testify, from personal
knowledge, to the great resources which the Dominion of
Canada to day possesses. I believe, therefore, that that is
no unimportant factor in the work of immigration to which
this Government has paid so much and so succossful atten-
tion. I believe the extended travels of the distinguished
gentleman who presides over the counsels of this country,
will do a great doal more in that direction than could be
done by ordinary immigration agents in the service of the
Government. The general question of immigration is ono
which has assumed, and is assuming, a position of great
importance in the affairs of this country. A little over forty
years azo the people of Great Britain were startled by
the fact that, in the year 1841, no less than 106,000 subjects
of Queen Vietoria had left the British Isles, not only for the
colonies but for the United States of America. This
announcement caused, at that time, great comment in
England, Itwas considered that never, from the time the
Goths and Huas had overrun tho Roman Empire, had
such an emigration taken place from any country.
To-day, Mr. Speaker, we arvc in the happy position
of knowing that instead of 106,000 men leaving our shores
for any such bellicose purpose, over 113,000 men, women
and children have come into this Dominion in one year to
swell its population and to aid it in the march of progress.
The manner in which the Department of Agriculture has
been administered mu-t command the admiration of our
people. All the immense resources that this country can
boast of would bo valueless without the men and without the
moncy to make them marketable ; and therefore in viewing
the extraordinary immigration which has been brought about,
we are not alone to thank Providence and the National Policy,
but we mustextend a meed of that praise to the successful
administrator of the Department of Agriculture, which is
charged with the regulation and control of immigration affairs.
Not only has the largest number of immigrants ever known
in a single year beon brought in, but the Department has
been so successfully managed that the per capita cost of pro-
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ducing that result is so small in comparison with previous
years as to satisfy the strictest economist in this House. I
hold in my hand some information furnished to me by the
courtesy of the hon. Minister of Agriculture, which 1 shall
give tothe House,because no words of miue could hssocxpres-
sive of the immense progress which has been
made in this respect as the figures themselves. In
1882, as I bhave stated, over 113,000 immigrants
were brought to settle in this country, and the cost of
bringing them was a little over 83 a head. In the year
1876, we find that 25,000 odd was the number brought in,
and at a cost of $19.60 a head. That isa result which, I should
say, ought to command the entire approbation and admira-
tion of this House. In the year 1881, when everything
was looking well in this country, and we were making rapid
advances in the march of nations, the number of immi-
grants was only 47,961, who were brought in ata per capita
cost of $6.32. Now, it must be pleasing —it must be, indeed,
refreshing—1to find that as the number of men coming into the
country increaser, the cost of bringing them here decreases
in such a wonderful proportion as I have mentioned. Not
only, however, have men been brought into the country, but
capital has been brought herealse. From an estimate made
in Manitoba only a short timo ago by a gentleman, most
capable of judging, I find that over $10,000,000 of hard cash
was brought into the North-West by immigrants during the
year 1882. These are large figures which might be re-
garded with some doubt, but that they come from the
highest authority on the subject in the Province of Manitoba
Now, I think that the fact that we are in respect of immi-
gration rapidly treading on the heels of our neighbors;
that the difference in the proportion of men who are directed
to this country from the proportion who are directed to the
American Union is decreasing every year, shows not merely
that this country is becoming better known abroad, but that
the success which has attended the administration of its
affairs is equally well known. In reference to another part
of the Department of Agriculture, I am very glad to see a
sign of the material progress of the people of this Domin-
ion; I refer to the Patent Office—an office which
has had the special supervision of the Minister presiding
over it. This House will remember that in the year 1872
the present hon. Minister of Agriculture succeeded,
after many a difficult fight, in bringing in a Bill which
contained a clause enabling individuals of all nationalities
to enjoy the privilege which had previeusly been denied to
them, upon the condition that the articles they patented
should be manufactured in this country. What ha3 been
the result of that change? The statistics are eloquent
regarding it. They show that in the year previous to the
passage of that Act, the number of patents issued was 509,
and the amount received in the office $14,000, while ten years
after the introduction of the Act the number of patents issued
had more than trebled, amounting to 1,732, and the
amount reccived in the office was $52,000; and to-day—aided
no doubt by the successful working of the fiscal policy and the
railway policy of this country—the success is such, under
Providence, that the number of patents issned has increased
to 2,137, and the receipts to $60,000, a sum, I believe,
amply sufficient not only to pay the expenses of that branch
of the Government, but also to provide the interest on a
sum large enough to complete an extension of apartments
for the patents which are rapidly pouring in. I leave,
therefore, that part of the subject with the feeling that a
mere mention of these facts is sufficient to command the
admiration of us all. The subjoct next alluded to in the
Address is one that has always a peculiar interest to all
people—that of the franchise. This is a question which, ro
doubt, will be fully discussed in the House, and will com-
mand the attention and interest of the covntry at large.
For a long time it has seemed invidious to me that
of all the Legislatures in this immense country,
Mr. TuppEr,

this  Legislatare alone occupied the anomalous
position of not regulating the franchise by which
the hon. members of this House were to be elected.
It has secemed to me a curious feature in the history
of a great country, occupying the position that
Canada now occupies, that this House should suffer
that loss of dignity, if I may wuse the expression,
of having the qualifications for its membership regulated
by other Purliaments. It has struck not me alone as
curious and anomalous, for I notice that a leading paper
of the Liberal Party in Nova Scotia, the Morning Chronicle,
alluded, a short time ago, in the same spirit, to the necessity
of legislation in regard to this important subject; and in
concluding a very able article upon the question, said:
“It will soon be necessary for the franchise to be made
uniform by the Dominion Government.” Iam glad that
the Government of the day have sprung to their work so
quickly. Iam glad that they are about to remove this
curious state of affairs. As we are promised uniform legisla-
tion, and while, speaking for myself, I am not in favor of
universal suffrage, I shall be glad, indeed, to see a measare
brought down which will greatly extend the suffrage in the
Province of Nova Scotia. I feel,as a Nova Scotian, that we
can as well afford to have the suffrage extended as the larger
and perhaps more prosperous Province of Ontario. 1
believe that while the franchiseshould be greatly extended,
gtill the line must be drawn before we reach that stage
arrived at in the neighboring Republic. There is a subject
next touched upon in the Address, that is also one of very
frequent discussion and equally one of great interest to the
people of this country—a question daily growing in interest.
I allude to the question of temperance. Inone particular, 1
think there will be no discussion in this House regarding
this important question. I awm sure that every hon.
member will agree with me in the opinion that
the Parliaments of this country are bound to
prevent  the  unrestrained sale of intoxicating
liquors. I think the day has come when no desire to
discuss that point will arvise. Feeling thus, I think that
since the decision in the case of the Queen vs. Russell—a
decision of the highest judicial tribune of this Empire—
this House must undertake the responsibility of dealing
with this important question in the way pointed out in the
Speech. Not only has the Supreme Court of Canada
decided that this House had jurisdiction in regulating
that branch of trade, but in that decision of the
Privy Council there is ample ground to show that
the opinion of that high tribunal agrees with the
remarks of its Chief Justice. I am, therefore, certain
that the question will be approached by this House with a
desire to regulate the liquor traffic in a manner conducive to
the material interests of the people at large. In regard to
factory labor, it is obvious that, as the country is pro-
gressing, as rew industries spring up, we are being brought
face to face with a large, and every day move important,
class of laborers in these faetories ; and as the policy of
the present Government is to protect the industries of the
country, it must accomplish the task of affording necessary
and ample protection to thoss engaged in building up our
industries. The question of the Canadian Pacific Railway
[ approach with a great deal of pride and pleasure. I
approach it with the pride and pleasure of a Canadian. In
that pride and pleasure I recognize no party, because I foel
that, as a Canadian I am bound; and I have a right to
rejoice that the progress of this important work has been
such as no man in this House or out of it anticipated,
either last year or the year before. When a paper
on the opposite side of politics to the party to
which I have the honmor to belong, had only the
day before yesterday to meet this extraordinary:
advance in that work with the suggestion that
it was going too fast, T have a right to feel not only a party
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pride, but that general pride to which I have alluded. I have
no donbt that the announcement that the road had almost
reached the Rocky Mountains, and would shortly reach
there, came with such surprise upon the peoplo of this
country in general, that it was difficult for any person to
meet the statement in a purely polmca! manner, and there-
fore I was not surprised at the exclamation tbat the roa;l was
being built altogether too fast. I have alluded {o the history
of that important work, but I may recall the attention of the
House to & comparison betweon the manner in which it was
dealt with as a Government work, and that in which it was
dealt with as a private enterprise. We all, indeed, are pai.nqd
to look back upon those weary ten years, during which this
important question hung like a pall over the fuce of this
country. Both parties had great difficulty,itis uselessto deny,
in dealing with the work which now and then threatened to
retard the material progress of the country; however, having
entered upon the work, having induced British Columbia to
join Confederation, each party recognized its bounden duty to
carry that work through at all hazards. The question was
how it could be done without becoming a burden on the re-
sources of the country. That was the favorite phrase, [ believe.
Now, I say that with this two years of Government
supervision, though the progress made was small—and I
think that the paper to which Iallude will agree with me
that it was too small-—~we havc the fact that daring all
that time, under both Governments, the sum total of mile-
age put under construction was something like 637 miles,
while up to the time that the Liberal Government went
out of power L believe not one mile was in operation.
Notwithstanding that, when their successors came into
power, they also found difficuitics in the way in dealing
with that mattor as a public work. They tok the responsi-
bility, however, upon their shoulders; they saw that the
work had to be completed, and they took the bold step of
contracting with a company to build that work upon the
terms agreed upon, and they came down and asked Parlia-
ment to ratify that contract. Parliament did ratify it; and
in June last they went to the people for their approval, and
the people ratified both it and the fiscal policy to which I
have alluded. Now, Mr, Speaker, we were unable in June last,
to predict all that has happened in the year which is past ;
we were unable to foresee the wonderful and extraordinary
manner in which the Company has dealt with the road
itsolf, owing to their great cunergy, and which hLas- resulted
in the filling up of the North-West in such a remarkable
manner. At that time, sanguine as they were in regard to
the prospects of this country and its resources —[ may
say that I have ncver heard any public man predict what
happened during the past year in Manitoba and the North-

West—not only bas wonderful progress bcen made
with the road itself, but immigration into that
country, the successful inception of cnterprises,

the happy beginning of cities, rising, as it were,
almost in a day—all this shows the succcssful manner in
which the Canadian Pacific Railway Company have fought
the difficulties in their way and proceeded with the construe-
tion of the road ; so that instead of having only 637 miles
under construction, as we had during the ten years preced-
g, we find that this Company, composed of private
citizens and managed by private enterprise, is in the proud
position of beins able to show 646 miles additional of the
main line under construction, and 113 miles of branch lines,
making a total of 759 miles in two years. Not only that,
but they can show that 561 miles are now in operation, and
they are now managing and operating nearly as much as
this country built during the ten years from 1871 to 188l.
Now, it is not a question of mileage, it is not a question
merely of 8o many days work, but we have the pleasant
prospect before us of the work of the succeeding year, as
the Company expect not only to reach the Rocky Moun-
tains in 1883, travelling through the fertile plains, but to

convey passengers and traffic over that road to the Rocky
Mountains from the Atlantic Ocean, reaching the
ultimate destination of the road, the Pacific iiself,
not later than in 1887. And can we doubt that
they will euzceed in overcoming all these difficulties ? Why
should we ? Thoy have accomplished just as much of the
work during the last two years as now lies before them in
the next four years, and we shall soon be able to reap the
incalculable benefits to be derived frcm having a railway
line across the continent, not the least of which will be
those accruing to this ocountry from the opening
up of the immeonse wheat region of the North-West
and the grazing lands at the base of the Rocky Mountains.
The Company expect to do this in a year by wusing
the lake from Algoma to Thunder Bay, and thus
connecting the two portions of the road they will operate
it until the link of the Liake Superior section is finished in
1887. Now, what doos this represent to the country at
large ? First, we have the fact that in the present state of
that road the trade between Manitoba and the North-Wost
and Eastern Canada amounted, in the year 1881, to over
$11,000,000, and in the year just past $12,000,000. Wo havo
the wonderful prospect before us of an enormous increase
in traffic and immigration when that road is completed.
Atthe same time, we observo that the world at large is now
looking upon our Great North-West with surprise and
admiration, a country that only a few years ago was
regarded as ice bound for half the year. We find that
in the neighboring Republic, where the people have a
very good opinion of their own country, their Congress
is now bestowing a great deal of attention upon our
North-West, such as I am sure it never got before. Only
a few days ago I noticed remarks on tho Turiff diecussion in
Congress, which I think the IIouse will pardon me for
reading. A gontleman roso and said in referonce to this
country :

¢ There are five or six willions of people on the other side, and an
area that is unlimited as to its future development, that may come in
competition with the United States.”

Ho then goes on to refer to the enormous value of cattio
and breadstuffs imported from this country, and, continu-

ing, says:

‘¢ Anybody who wi 1 read the advertisement of the Canadian Pacific
Railway throngh to the Pacific will peiceive that they reach and spread
out before the world a region that is amply sufficient as they claim to
compete with all the world for wheat.”

Now, that shows the effect of the happy progress of that
road, and it shows the important assistance that Company
is giving to the Government of this country in proclaiming
abroad the enormous resources of our North-West, at the
same time that it shows that the energetic advertising the
Company is doing is having its effect upon foreign nations.
Not only that, but as we develop this country it attracts
attention in no unmarked degree. In that same Congress,
on another day, the resources of this country were beld up
to the astonishment and admiration of the world. An
hon. member said :

“The gentleman from Kentucky stated that we had ample protection
in the west by the increased charges of transportation on ores. This is
a mistake, Mr. Chairman. Does not the gentleman from Kentucky
know that just across the Canadian border there are vast fields of iron
ore, and that it is a8 common in that country as in this? Does not ha
know that it can be mined in Canada and taken to Buffalo or Pittsburg
cheaper than it can be taken to those cities from any other place
except from the State of Pennsylvania alone? Does he not also know
that there is no protection in that? Does he not know that on the
borders of Minnesota,on the Canadian frontier, there hasbeen discovered
lately & vast deposit, the most extensive known in this country, of iron
ore suitable for the very best quality of Bessemer steel, and that the
cost of transportation on this ore will be but a trifie in excess of the
same ore mined in Minnesota just this side of the line? This vast bed
of ore of which I now speak is so great, as I have been informed, that
it can supply all that is needed for ¢he whole country for many years,
and that it is also a good Bessemer ore.”
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The reason I refer to these remarks is, because you will
usually fa'l to find such advertisements of the resources of
this country in the debates of the neighboring Republic.
Fault is found with hon. members in this House, I believe,
for having on one occasion advertised the resources of the
neighboring Republic, but at that time we did not know we
would have the happy answer that no less than two mom-
bers of their Congress had held up to admiration the re-
sources of the Dominion of Canada. Ihave shown, I think
satisfactorily, that in the past the progress of the Canadian
Pacific Railway has done much for this country. I
leave it to the imaginations of hon. members, in view of
what has taken place in the past, to predict what will hap-
pen in the future, and they know what is happening every
day in fulfilment of the anxious expectations of the hon.
gentlemen who had the boldness to initiate that policy
only a few years ago. Coming to the railway which 1s still
under the management and control of the Dominion Gov-
ernment—the Intercolonial Railway—we find that affords
another index to the material progress of the Dominion,
We find that, instead of a deficit of nearly $300,000,
in 1878, that was incurred in the management of that road,
and through the depression that prevailed in the country,
the earnings have nearly doubled, and instead of a deficit
the management «f the rovad shows a surplus of $9,000. No
matter how bad a thing it may be, as some hon. gentlemen
hold, that the country should show a surplus, I think weo
will all agree that when the rates have been lowered on
that road so as to bo less than those on any other road in
the ¢runtry—when every effort has been made to satisfy the
people who do their trade by it—we should all be glad that
this railway, for which the Governmentare directly respon-
sible, shows a balance on tho right side of the ledger. Not
only has the Intercolonial been maintained as a first-class
road, not only has it shown an increase in regard to
the amount of {traffic which to a cortain extent
must mnecessarily pass over it, whilo the trade in
the Maritime Provinces with older Canada increases,
but the satisfactory manner in which il is managed
is proved by tho extraordinary increase in the number
of passengers who travelled over the road, therefore,
the road which is under tho direct management of the
Government shows not only an iucrease of traffic and an
increase of passengers, but.a management that redounds to
the credit of those responsible forit. I now come to a
subject closely allied with the matlters necessarily discussed
in regard to the Canadian Pacific Railway—the country
through which that raitway runs; and I find, by figures
placed in my haeds, that the Department of the Interior
had an equal claim with the Department of Agriculture to
the gratitude of Canadians, because, owing to the suc-
cessful and happy administration of the matters coming
under ihe control of the Department, we have these
extraordinary figures: that whereas the total receipts
from the North-West and Manitoba, from the date of the
transfer of the territory from the Hudson Bay Compavny
up io December, 1881, amounted only to $820,000, the
receipts for the year ending December, 1882, reached
$2,250,000. Little need be'said by myself to show the
extraordinary rapidity with which the country isadvancing
and the salisfactory management of the Department to
which I have alluded. But more than that, Mr. Speaker, I
am informed that the sales negotiated during the past year,
uader the colonization terms, and the regulations regarding
lands homesteaded and preempted, amount altogether to
$10,000,000. Not only so, but $2,250,000 have  already
been received of that sam, the whole of which is to be paid
within four years under the conditions of sale. That is the
" lowest calculation; but there is a probability of that sum
being largely increased. If transactions {o that extent
have already taken place, what may we predict as to the
results of subsequent years as the country is bailt up,
Mr. Turpes.

becomes known abroad, and the tide of immigration con-
tinues to increase? Oune would hesitate to make any esti-
mate. But we know this, that in the discussion which took
place on the floor of this House in regard to the Canadian
Pacific Railway, not a member on one side or the other
dared to predict that at this time the hon. Minister of
the Interior would have been able to come down to the
House and show figures like these ; and, therefore, if hon,
members were all so ignorant as to the wonderful
capabilities of the North-West and the progress it would
make, then what can we not imagine to be the
future of that county, and that in the mnear future ?
I have alluded to the growth of trade—the wonderful growth
of trade indeed—Dbetween older Canada and the North-
West; a trade which has no doubt been fostered and en-
couraged by the healthy working of the National Policy;
and this trade, to which I have referred, under circum-
stances at present existing, is likely to increase, and, in fact,
is sure to increase every day and from day to day ; but we
find in the history of Winnipeg itself—in the history of the
capital of Manitoba, in the history of what, perhaps for all
time, will be the important trade centre of the Great
North-West—much to show that the progress of
that country is certain—that it is mnot a fitful
progress, and that it is not a progress which is likely
to be stopped; but that it 18 the beginning of a
steady and extraordinary growth. We find that, in the
year 1879, the assessed value of property in the town of
Winnipeg was only $3,000,000, while in the year 1882 the
assessed value of property in that town amounted to no
less than $30,009,000, and not only so but its population
has been trebled since 1879. Now, [ think that this angurs
well for the growth of that town, which has stood the
natural shock it has received from other and rival towns
which are epringing up on all sides throughout the great
North-West, and therefore we have every reason to expect
that we have only now seen, and do only now see, a very
small portion of the wounderful prosperity and progress of that
country to the west of us, Ithink, Mr, Speaker, thatamong
all the tests which are ofien ventured by members of this
House, and of other Houses of Parliament, in this relation,
there are three tosts which are at least satisfactory to an
ordinary mind : the condition of the laboring classes, 1
believe, can most satisfactorily be known and ascertained
by the condition of the savings banks of this country ; the
condition of traders by the number of failures in the country,
and the condition of the country generally by the volume
of trade, ss shown by the ecxports and. imports.
Judged by these tests, no member of tho Liberal-Con-
sarvative party has reason to bs ashamed of the pro-
mises which were made by the leaders of that party
a few years ago; no member of that party need
hesitate to point to those figures and abide by the result.
The increase in the sum of the deposits in the savings
banks, during the past over the preceding year, amounts
to no less than $6,000,000; the number of failares,
which, I believe, can be ascertained by every hon. member
of the House, I am confident will bear me out in the state-
ment that their number is decreasing. Of course, failures
will always occur, and necessarily must occur; but I am
confident, and T believe that I am—and I leave myself in
the judgment of the House, as T do not hagpen to have the
figures with me—when I say that taken by that test the
condition of this country is satisfactory, we have then the
gratifying fact that the trade of Csnada, as is shown by the
imports and cxports, shows an increase during the past
year of $49,000,000; and I may say, in passing, that there is
also this gratifying feature in regard to their view of this
question—that while owing to the extraordinary manner in
which this country is being filled up ; owing to the extraor-
dinary enterprise which has been showu by its people;
owing to the enormoxs amount of raw material which has

]
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been brought into the country, and while the imports are
increasing. over other years, still owing to the successful
working of the National Policy, as I believe and feel confi-
dent, in proportion to the exports, the imports are decreas-
ing, and [ think that this is & most healthy and promising
sign; and I also consider that it angurs well for the condi-
tion- of the country. Reference has been made to
other matters in coonection with the financial
questions which concern this country; but with these
1 shall not deal. Suffice it to say that the intimation which
is mado in the Speech from the Throne, in regard to"the
extraordinary eurplus, in regard to the decrease in
the debt and to the saving in interest on it, relates to facts
which must bring pleasure to all minds alike. I feel
confident, Mr. Speaker, before I close my remarks, I would
like, while we stand in admiration of the splendor and
magnitude of all these industries which exist in the
west ; while we stand and are awe struck by the successful
working of every matter connected with the North-West,
1 would like this House to understand that we who come
from the Provinces down by the sea, have no reason to feel
ashamed, through our consciousness, that in this grand march
wo have not been laggard. We can show results which
will compare favorably with all the figures which I have
given to-day connected with older Canada aund the North-
West; and we can show that that large and important
industry of the country which swells our mercantile marine,
is ever growing, is ever improving ; and we can show, that in
regard to the fisheries, the most astounding and gratifying
increase is exhibited in the value of the sales during the past
year, this increase amounting to no less than $1,250,000
over the preceding year, viz.: the total value of the sales
for the year 1882 exceeded the total value of tho sales
of fish for New Brunswick and Nova Scotia—which are
tle provinces to which I am referring—exceeded the
total valne of the sales for the year 1881 by over
$1,250,000. Now, Mr. Speaker, not only with regard to this
industry of Canada can I turn with pride, but also to one
which is looked upon perhaps with more interest in the
county from which [ have the honor to come—I am salluding,
with & great deal of satisfaction, to the great benefits
which the National Policy has conferred on the coal trade,
which has exhibited a most extraordinary development.
The out-put of coal is such as we never anticipated in so
short a time ; indeed, this was never auticipated by the men
who were most interested in it. It was never anticipated
by the men who were directly interested in this trade—
because they find themselves at the present day unable to
supply the tremendous increase in the demand for coal
with the machinery which they have, and which they have
provided since the National Policy conferred protection on
that industry. Coming nearer to this part of the Dominion
of Canada, in connection with this question, I ma

mention to the House a fact that was alluded to by the
Chairman of the Harbor Commission of Montreal a few
days ago—the increase in the amount of coal which

has been brought from the Lower. Provinces into
and as far as Montreal in this Dominion during
the last two years, has reached 100,000 tons. This

is a fact which, I am sure, is very gratifying to the
people of the Province, who recognize the fact
that their success is linked with the success of this
great industry. Moreover, while this was the case in
regard to the out-put of coal, no less than $1,250,000,
were paid out to the miners employed in that industry;
and not only was this the case, but we find that the
increase in the out-put of coal is one-half more than it
was in the year 1879. Now, Mr. Speaker, it is indeed
gratifying, in connection with any part of the country,
when dealing with figures, to speak of millions; but
it i8 peculiarly gratifying to myself, when speaking
of ge success that enables me to use these large

figures, that 1 can come to> my own Province and
do the same thing. Now, not only can I show
those two tests of the success of the National Policy
in the Maritime Provinces, but I am happy to see that
through the statistics connocted with the Intercolonial
Railway itself, we are offered a new opportunity of judging
of the progress which the people down by the sea are mak-
ing; for we find that whereas in the year 1878, 2,000 odd
tons of sugar passed over the Intercolonial, during the
year 1882, 29,000 odd tons passed over that road. We find,
also, that owing to the cnterprise of the country and the
fostering protection given to the article of iron, whereas
19,000 odd tons of iron and steel passed over the Intercol-
onial in 1878, 35,000 odd tons of them passed over it in
1882; and when we &re doubling our trade in that way the
whole country being alive not only with these but with
other active enterprises, and when arrangements are being
made to increase them all, surely we can join hands with
our compatriots in the West and congratulate each other
on the success which we know we have attained. I have
alluded to the fact that the increased ont-put of coal is such
as could not have been anticipated by those most cognizant
of the working of that industry. I do this for the resson
that preparations are now being made in the Province of
Nova Scotia by all these mining companies not only for
putting down new shafts, but for putting in new and im-
proved machinery and providing better shipping facilities
in order to meot the anticipated increase in the demand
next year; 8o that in every branch of trade it appears to
me to be beyond question that a very great and very rapid
improvement has taken place. In regard to the position
which this country has commanded abroad we can turn
with pleasure to events which uro transpiring on the other
side of the Atlantic. We have the pleasure of knowing that
the people who are the mo-t actively engaged in promoting
emigration from Great Britain—and notably the Tuko
Emigration Fund Committee—have not only sent out Com-
missioners to the United States to enquire into the condition
and prospects of that country as a field of immigration,
but they lave sent them also to this country, and
I find that the result of the comparison they
made botween the United States and Canada is one which
need be in nowise disagreable to the people of this country.
We find that the Commissioners, the Rev. Father Nugent
and Mr. Hodgkin, reported fuvorably u}won Canada, and said
that “ there were great opportunitios for emigration espo-
cially in Canada.” We find, also, that the English correspon-
dent of the Globe refers with pleasure to, and indeed com-
pliments the hon. Minister of Agriculture upon tho system of
immigration which he has perfected in the continental coun-
tries, “ by which,” he says, “ many special facilities and
advantages will be afforded.” This is testimony which we
accept with pleasure, and it corroborates the anticipations
which have been formed that the results of the present
immigration policy for the ensuing year will be such that
we can form no adquate idea of them at the present time.
When I contemplate the condition of the country at the pre-
sent moment, when I see what has been accomplished within
those fifteen years to which I bave alluded, I feel no doubt
in referenco 10 the futare of the Dominion of Canada, I
believe that, along with this material progress, there is now
being adopted from one end of Cunada to the other an
improvement in the tone of the men who arc attempting to
control the destinies of this country. I believe that the two
great parties that represent the divisions of political thought
in this country arc now bound to recognize that they are
not occupying the small sphere which they occupied a fow
years ago, and that as the country advances in material
prosperity there should be a corresponding advancement
and improvement in the tome of political discussion. I
believe that the growth of the country will bring about such
a change in the political tone of its public men as will be
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commensurate with the wonderful and giant strides it is
making in the eyes of the world. We have been told that
we must remember that the eyes of the world are upon us—
not only upon the resources we possess, but upon the public
men—upon our statesmen who, not merely for the time
being bat in a great measure for all time to come, will shape
the material policy and the political thought of their country.
In referring to the future of this country no happier phrase

ocours to me than one that wasused on a very interesting

oceasion & few days ago when Lord Derby said to the Avents

General of the different colonies of the British Empire, in}

speaking of the possible future of such countries as Canada
and Australia: ¢ It is difficult to avoid the language of
exaggeration.” I have much pleasure in moving the follow-
ing Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne :

. That we receive with much pleasure His Excellency’s congratula-
tions on the auspicious circumstances under which at the opening of a
new Parliament we shall begin our labors.

That we are gratified by the expression of His Excellency’s opinion,
that Canada is in the enjoyment of peace and prosperity, and that all
her industries, agricultural, manufacturing and commercial, are in a
healthy and improving condition.

That we thank His Excellency for informing us that, following the
exsmple of his distinguished predeeessor, he paid a visit of some length
to British Columbia last season ; and for the expression of his convic-
tion that the great natural resources of that Province promise, that as
soon as the Pacific Railway is completed, an impulse to its prosperity,
commensurate with the progress made elsewhere, will be assured, and
that meanwhile, the disposal of the 1ands set aside in aid of the Rail-
lv;my to actual settlers will add to the importance and wealth of the

rovince,

That we learn with great satisfaction that while passing through the
United States, His Excellency was rejoiced to observe many evidences
of regard for the Empire of which this country forms so large a portion ;
and that we concar heartily in His Excellency’s wish that this friend-
ship, which is 8o fully returned by us, may be as enduring as it is
na:;xml and advantageous to the mutual interests of both great
nations.

. That we share His Excellency’s belief that the steady flow of settlers
into Manitoba and the North-West Territories last year, and the assur-
ances received of an increased immigration during the coming season,
promise well for the early development of those fertile and salubrious
regions.

. That we understand that His Excellency has been advised that it is
important that the laws relating to the representation of the people in
Parliament should be amended and the electoral franchises existing in
the geveral Provinces assimilated; and that the measure to be tub-
mitted to us for this purpose will receive full consideration.

That we thank His Excellency for the intimation that he is advised
that the Judgment of the Lords of the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Oouacil delivered last June on the appeal of Russel versus the Queen
goes to show, that in order to prevent the unrestrained sale of intoxi-
cating liquors, and for that purpose to regulate the granting of shop,
saloon and tavern licenses, legislation by the Dominion Parliament
will be necessary ; and that His Excellency may rest assured that our
earnest consideration will be given to this important subject.

That our special attention shall te given to any measure submitted
to us for regulating Factory Labor and the protection of the working-
man and his family.

That the Bills for the consolidation and amendment of the laws
relating to the Customs, the Militia, and the Public Lands, which His
Excellency is pleased to say will be laid before us, shall receive our
consideration ; as shall also any measures presented to us respecting
the Civil Service, the Acts relating to Banking, and the examination of
Masters and Mates of vessels navigating our inland waters.

That it affords us muoch satisfaction to be informed by His Excel-
lency that the progress of the Canadian Pacific Railway bas been quite
unprecedented, that traffic can now be carried on the main line from
Thunder Bay to within fifty miles of the crossing of the South
Saskatchewan a distance of over ome thousand miles, that it is
confidently expected that the Rocky Mouuntains will be reached during
the present year, and that within the same period substantial progress
will be made on the Lake Superior Section of the Railway, and the
track laid upon a large portion of the road now umder contract in
British Columbia.

That we share the pleasure expressed by His Excellency in the
8*atement that the traffic on the Intercolonial Railway is largely in
excess of any former year, and that the balance in favor of the road
shows a gratifying success.

That we thank His Excellency for informing us that the accounts
of the last fiscal year will be laid before us; and that we are pleased to
learn that, notwithstanding the expenditure on Capital account
amounted to more than seven millions of dollars, the surplus of the
Consolidated Revenue, together with the proceeds of the sales of the

Mr. ToepER,

‘Iands in the North-West during last year, were more than sufficient to
cover that expenditure, and that the net debt at the close of the year
and the amount of interest paid thereon were less than for the year
iprevious.

That we shall respectfully consider the Estimates for the ensning
‘year to. be submitted to us, and which will, we trust, be found to have
been_prepared with all due economy consistent with the necessary
.development of the varied resources of the Dominion.

That in view of the fact that on the first of January, 1885, the large
.5 per cent. loan will mature, the Bill to be Bubmitted to us- authorizing
‘the issue of Debentures bearing a rate of interest not exceeding 4 per
scent. for the redemption of this loan, will receive our careful attentien.

. That we feel with His Excellency, that the subjects he has men-
‘tioned to us are of much importance, and that we shall endeavor by our
iearnest consideration of all of them to justify the fall confidence which
:His Excellency has so kindly expreased in our discretion and patriotism.

Mr. WOOD (Westmoreland). Mr. Speaker, I rise to
isecond the resolution which has been so ably moved by the
‘hon, member for Pictou, and in doing so, will, with your
'permission, offer a few observations upon some of the. sub-
| jects suggested for our consideration by the Speech from the
‘Throne. The opening paragraphs refer to the peaceful
‘times in which we live, and particularly to our amicable
irelations to the neighboring Kepublic, which I trust may
‘long continue. Reference is also made to the general pros-
| perity that prevails throughout tho country. During the
 past few years prosperity has returned, harvests have been

‘abundant, manufactures have found increased demand for
 their products; new industries have been developed; con-

fidence exists in commercial circles, and activity in wrade,
'in marked and happy contrasts with the depressian and
:distrust of former years. These are facts which I feel will
' be universally and gratefally acknowledgel. I assume it

 will not be deemed desirable to occupy the time of this

House during the present Session at any length in discus-

' sing how far these results may be fairly attributed to the

operation of that policy which gives increased protection to
home industries, which the Liberal-Conservative party
advocate, and which they have taken the responsibility of
adopting in 1he government of the country; nor yet to
establish the oppo-ite view that nature and Providence have
been so lavish in their gifts to this country that this pros-
perity has come unaided by and even in defiance of human
legislation. These questions areof great interest and public
importance ; but I conceive their discussion at the present
time would not bs productive of great practical good, for
the reason that the course which the present Administration
thought proper to pursue in dissolving Parliament at the
close of its last Session, and appealing to the people on this
question with the verdict which they have given, renders it
sufficiently clear that they regard it as one which meets
their wants and wishes, one which they have resolved to
maintain, and one therefore which it must for years to
come continue to be the settled policy of this Dominion.
Reference is also made by His Kxcellency to his visit to
British Columbia, to the natural resources of the country,
the development of which will be assured by the com-
pletion of the Canadian Pacific Railway as well as to what
has been accomplished during the past year towards the
attainment of that end. I have listened with more than
ordinary pleasure to tho statements upon that subject made
by the hon. gentleman who has preceded me. It is grati-
fying to myself and must be gratifying to every member of
this House to learn that already tho work of construction
is completed for a distance of upwards of 600 miles west
from Winnipeg, and that the road has been opened for traffic
and is now in actual operation 1,000 miles west from Lake
Superior, that satisfactory progress has been made by the
Government in British Columbia and upon the eastern and
more difficult section between Callendar Station and the
line from Prince Arthur’s Landing, that the work is being
carried forward by this Company with so much vigor and
success even daring the present winter months; and farther,
that with the branch line now in course of construction 20
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AlgomaMills and the steam communication to be established
on Lake Superior, we may hope, by the close of another
season, to have greatly improved facilities for transporting
the produce of the West to our Atlantic seaports. And
these statements will be received with the greater pleasure
at the present time, for the evidence they furnish of the
ability and determination of the Company, to whom the
construction of this great work has been entrusted, to carry
it forward successfully to its completion ; and their effect
must be to strengthen the convictions in this House and
throughout this country that not only is it their intention
honorably to adhere to and fulfil the obligations of their
contract, but before the time stipulated for the completion
of that work shall have expired, the work of construction
will be finished, and they will have furnished us this great
national highway across this continent through Canadian
territory from ocean to ocean. I have also listened with
pleasure to my hon. friend’s allusions to the benefits that
have resulted as seen in the improvement and settlement of
the country. We must all contemplate with pleasure the
extent and wonderful fertility of the territory that has by
this means been rendered available for settlement, the
inflax of population, and the increase in value of land that
has followed, the surprising rapidity with which villages
and towns and cities have sprang into existoence and grown
in population and wealth and commercial importance,
These facts must be gratifying to us all ; but they may be
used by those who are disposed to regard unfavorably this
scheme to show that the profits of the Company upon the
transaction will bo excessive, and argue a lack of prudence
in the Government in proposing or assenting to the terms
of the present contract. 1 can only say that it is my hope
and wish that any efforts made in that direction, inso far as
they are based upon the facts to which I bave alluded, may
be successful. An examination of this contract shows that it
is based upon a principle which 1 believe it will be univer-
sally admitted should form the basis of every business tran-
saction, tho principle that contracts should be mutually
advantageous to both contracting partios. It will be
remembered that at the time when this contract was
cntered into, the lands of the North-West had bat a nominal
value, and if the rise in value since has been more rapid
than was then anticipated, it is prineipally due to the fact
that by the terms of that contract it becamo the interest of
those contractors to push forward that work with an energy
unparalleled in the history of the world. 1f any hon. member’
of this House can show that in conseqnence of the enhanced
value of lands in the North-West, or of the growth of railway |
traffic in the future, the Company will reap larger returns
for the work they have performed and the capital they have
invested than they expected, such information will be
of the greatest value, for it will enable us to show that at
the same time and in the same proportion, the same causes
will add to the wealth and multiply the advantiages that
will result to the Government and people of this country. !
But, Mr. Speaker, whatever differences of opinion may still
exist as to the wisdom of the policy pursued in the con-'
struction of that great national work, or for the improvement
and settlement of the North-West, no reasonable doubt can
at this time remain on any mind as to the ability of this
country to provide for the expenditure involved, and meet’
the liabilities incurred in that great undertaking. The year
that is past is one in which the events that have trans-
pired, the progress that has been made, and the’

.

experience that has been gained, must tend to dissipate our |

fears, excito our bopes, and strengthen the faith of us all in
the fature. The past year, Sir, has brought us, as if by
magic, close upon the time when the West will become a
great and growing markot for eastern manufactures, and
When our eastern cities will consume in greatly increased
quantities the products of the West. [t leaves us in the

q | point.
dim early dawn preceding the bright morning of that day '

when our people will be able to send the products of both
their fields and their factories across the far off Rocky Moun-
tains and exchange them for the gold of the Pacific Coast,
and when ocean steamships, in constantly increasing num-
bers, will come not only to our Atlantic but our Pacific
seaports, and bring the tea and sugar, the costly silks, and
all tho luxuries of foreign lands, and take away the surplus
of our products to the markets of the world. Mr. Speaker,
reference was subsequently made to the present financial
condition of the country. This subject will be dealt with
fully and in detail by the hon. Minister of Finance in the
Bud zet Spoech. I beg to be indulged while I refer briefly
to some points in connoction with this snbject of more than
ordinary importance and significance. The revenue of the
past year has been largely in excoss of that of 1881, or any

revious year, reaching, from all sources, the sum of upwards
of §33,300,000. The expenditare for cost of government,
maintenance of public works, subsidies to Provinces, interest
on our debt and other ordinary charges, also shows an
increase, though mnot in the same proportion, rcaching,
including payments on account of sinking fund, upwards of
$27,000,000, leaving a surplus for the fiscal year of
$6,300,000. The returns of the Department of the Interior
show receipts from the sale of Dominion lands amounting to
$1,700,000, which, with the sum already named, leaves a
total surplus of $8,000,000 in the public Treawmry. The
expenditure on public worke, including payments on account
of the Canadian Pacific Railway and Dominion ILaunds,
approximate $7,350,000. This amount,which you will note
is properly chargeable to capital account, will be provided

for by the surplus I have named, and if to the balance of the

surplus then remaining we add the payments on sinking
fund account, the result will show a reduction for the fiscal
year of noarly $1,750,000 in the net debt of the Dominion. If
we take the years 1881 and 1882 together, the expenditure
on public works chargeable to capital account will be up-
wards of $15,500,000, and this sum wiil be so far provided
for from surplus revenucs that the addition to our debt dur-
ing the two years will not reach $1,250,000. The opinion
has in the past prevailed to some extent throughout this
country that the puvblic works which we had undertaken,
were of such great magnitude, and - their cost so enormonr,
that a debt woull be created involving an annual interest
charge, which, in aldition to other necessary expenditures,
would reach a sum in excess of any we could hope
to receive from tho ordinary sources of our revenue.
The financial exhibit to which I have just alluded will
eorrect that impression if it still exists in any quarter, and
not only will its beneficial influence thus be felt at home,
but we have evilence to show that the improved financial
eondition of this country has already exerted abroad a most
important influence in our favor, especially on the minds of
eapitalists in other countries. This evidence we find in the
increased value of Dominion bonds. 1 note that Canadian
debentures bearing 4 per cent. interest and maturing in
1904 were quoted at 91 and 93 in January, 1879. The
same debentures are quoted at 104 and 105 in Jaruary, 1883,
an advancein four years of 12 per cent.; and it is also worthy
of note that from the relatively low value they formerly
possessed they have gradually risen until they occupy
to-day the highest lglace among colonial securities upon the
London market. This result is to us the more important
at the present time, for the reason that $30,600,000 of our
bonds will soon mature, and as you have already heard, a
Bill will be introduced during the present Session to provide
for their redemption. - This loan upon which we have paid
interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum can at
present be replaced at 4 per cent., and the bonds sold at a
premium, effecting an annual saving in interest of upwards
of $300 000. Permit me also to direct attention to another
, The Trade Returns of 1881 show a large increase in
the imports and censumption of silks, satins and fancy
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goods over the years immediately tPreceding, and it is
generslly understood that the value of these goods entered
for comsumption during 1882 will exhibit a still greater
increase, and will exceed that of 1881 Ly upwards of
$1,500,000, or nearly 50 per cent. It is also generally
understood that the returns will show a large increase
in the importation of cotton and woolien goods,
notwithstanding the increased quantity manufactured in the
country, proving a large increaso in the consumption of
these goods. The same will be found true of the importa-
tion as well as the manufacture of boots and shoes and
many other articles, such fur instance as Brussels,
tapestry and common carpeting, chinaware, common
pottery, earthenware, silver-plated ware, wines, liguors,
tobacco, and many other of our imports which it is
not necessary, for presont purpses, I shoull now
onumerate. My object is rather to direct attention
generally to the increase of our impo:.ts; as showing
first, that general prosperity prevails, and, secondly,
that that prosperity is shared in by all classes of society.
This cannot be better illastrated than by referring to the
article of tea, in the consumption of which there has been
an enormous increase within the past two years, something
upwards of 60 per cent, indicuting not that the richer
classes drink more tea but that the consumption
has become more general and extends to a class of people
who, in times of greter scurcity and want, are compelled to
deprive themselves of this the very commonest luxury of
our lives, Fears have been entertained that the present
Tariff would bear unfairly and oppressively upon the poor
mau. Its operation, thus far, tends to show that it does
not discriminate against the poor man’s interest, and in the
burdens it imposes, it does not oppress the weak, but, on
the cootrary, that while the wealthy and independent
classes have, since it came in operation, been indulging
more freely in the luxuries of life, there are also more com-
forts in the poor man’s home and fewer half-clad and poorly
fed children in our streets. We have evidence from snother
source to confirm this view—the increase in the deposits in
the chartered banks and Governmeont savings banks during
the last four years, which, exclusive of Government
deposits in the chartered banks, during the timo mentiored,
are upwards of $43,000,000—tho increase in the savings
banks alone being upwards of $13,000,000. While the
former denote that general prosperity prevails, the latter it
is woll known are principally made up of small sums from
the earnings of the poorer classes of our people, and I know
of no better evidence that can be furnished of the improved
condition of the laboring classes, showing as it does, that
they have not only been able to supply their immediate
wants, but to provide also against future needs. No one
who has listened to or read the public utterances of our
public men, can entertain a reasonable doubt that the
subject which most fully occupies the thoughts and lies
nearest to the hearts of the people's representatives,
is the comfort and welfare of the poor man, and I,
therefore, feel warranted in saying that the infor-
mation which the public records furnish, that among
the working men income has exceeded expen-
diture and a surplus has been announced in the Budget
Speech, in 80 many a poor man’s home will cause throughout
this House more universal and heartfelt pleasure, even
though it may not awaken the same enthusiasm as the
similar announcements when they are made in the Budget
Speech of the hon. the Finance Minister of this Dominion.
At the time the present Tariff was introduced, opposition
was offered to its adoption, based mpon the theory that so
highly protective was its character, and so tempting the field
it opened for manufacturing enterprise at home, that the
result would be a decrease in our imports and a reduction
in our revenue which even then was inadequate to meet the
ordioary requirements of the country. It may now be
Mr. Woop (Westmoreland). ’

anticipated that four years’ practical experience of its
operation may create an opposition of an entirely different
character, and lead to demands upon the Government for
modifications and reductions, upon the ground that our
revenus is in excess of our requirements. I am not aware
to what extent the Government may feel disposed to
respond to this demand should it be made. No doubt the
expericnco of the past has suggested changes which they
will deem of advantage to Lhe country to adopt, but at the
present time, when there are so many evidences of pros-
perity around us, when the ability of vur people, both rich
and poor, to purchase and enjoy so many of the comforts
and luxuries of life, is clearly demonstrated, and when it is
well known large expenditure in the future must continue
to be made wpon public works, rendered necessary by tho
growth of the country and for the development of its
resources, under these circumstances, although I recognize
the neceseity of lightening as far as practicable the barden
of our taxation, I would still regret that any material
change should be proposed, the effect of which would be
not only to reduce our annual surplus, but to increase more
rapidly our debt aud imperil and weaken our credit abroad.
My remarks thus far have had reference to the effects of the
legislation of the past; I will say but little upon the prospec-
tive legislation of the present Session. Among the measures
which will be submitted, that which proposes a franchise
law for the Dominion will, I assume, excite most general
interest. Itis well known that at the present time the
franchite is under the control of the Local Legislatures of the
different Provinces; that the result is want of uniformity;
a class of persons voting and having representation here in
one Province that in another are denied that right, a state
of things that should be no longer permitted to exist. I am
not aware upon what basis the Government will propose to
fix the franchise for the future, but I may venture to express
the hope that in establishing uniformity the limitations
which now exist in somse of the Provinces may be so far
removed that the result will be upon the whole an extension
of the franchise. The importance of a measure to provide
a valid license law for the regulation of the liquor traffic
will be readily appreciated, as well as the necessity of one
to restrict, within proper limits, the class of labor that shall
find employment in our factories. The experience of other
countries has shown that the constant and regular employ-
ment of children in factories, at an early age, injures their
health, weakens their constitution, diminishes their mental
vigor and prevents intellectual development, and stringent
enactments to prevent this evil have in the older manufac-
turing countries been deemed necessary. At the present
time the increase in the number of factories in this country
suggests the importance at the outset of surrounding the
operatives with every possible safegnard, to protect
thom from the dangers to which I have alluded.
The advantages of consolidating portions of existing laws
are too apparcnt to need any comment, And I need but
remind you of the sad disasters that have recently occarred
upon our lakes, involving loss of property and more serious
loss of life, to show the need of any legislation which will
tend to prevent the recurrence of such scenes. I have
before me a statement of the casualties upon our lakes
during the lust two years, and find they have resulted in
the loss of nearly 400 lives. It is impossible to say how
far these may be rightly attributed to want of experience
and efficiency on the part of the officers in commarnd, nor
can we presume to say that accidents will not occur derpite
our best efforts to prevent them ; but the fact that the
officers are not subjected to any examination, thatthey hold
no certificates of competency or character, will create
doubts and suspicions in the public mind. In justice
to the masters and mstes themselves, as well as for
the protection of those who place their property and
lives under their control, proper standards of come
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petency and tests of efficiency should be establis!:ed. Iregret
my inability to address this Honge_ even briefly in the
French language, not only because it is the language spoken
by so many who hear me, but because the county which
I have the honor of representing contains nearly 12,000
French Acadians, and among them are numbered many of
my best friends and warmest supporters. It has been in-
timated that to this fact is partly due my selection for the
ition, the duties of which I am now trying to discharge.
E):wever that may be, I can assure you that any honor
conferred upon meo as their representative I will always
most highly appreciate, and any kindness shown me as a
mark of courtesy to them will be most gratefully and cheer-
fully acknowledged. Had the county of Westmoreland two
representatives in this Parliament—a right which with a
pulation of nearly 38,000 she may fairly claim—I would
ave had one of their number as my colleague hore to-day ;
but under existing circumstances I can only indulge the
hope that when, before the next election, the hon.
leader of the Government brings in & Gerrymandering Bill
for the redivision of electoral districts in New Brunswick,
will not be entirely omitted from the measure, and the
rights'of Westmoreland county will not be disregarded.
In the meantime I am glad to know that a portion at least
of the French people of New Brunswick, are so well repre-
sented by one who can claim with them a common language
and nationality, as they are in the hon. member for Kent(Mr.
Girouard). Mr. Speaker, permit me in closing to make one
personal allusion. The duties which have been imposed upon
me to-day are by Parliamentary usage ordinarily assigned to
the younger membersof this House. No one could have
been chosen with more limited Parliamentary experience
than myself, and no one could have risen to discharge this
duty feeling more sensibly the embarrassing surroundings of
ny position; for 1 cannot forget that 1 am addressing
many who have spent long years and won high honors in
the public service—tbat I am for the first time surrounded
by and associated with the men who in my earliest recol-
lections were entrusted with the management of the public
affairs of these Provinces, then divided and comparatively
unimportant; who have since united them and formed this
great Confederation; who helped to frame the very Consti-
tution under which we now are sitting; and who since the
Union have g0 successfully administered the affairs of this
Dominion. I cannot divest myself of the consciousness
that for the first time in my life I form one of this body
and take though it be a very humble part in the delibera-
tions of this Assembly, upon which rests the responsibility
of legislating for the future of a country whose rapid
growth and development is at the present time exciting
universal surprise and wonder; that exhibits to-day a
wealth and diversity of resources that is marvellous to our-
relves and to the world; a country that has just outgrown
the dependence of her childhood, and exults in the freedom
and growing strength of youth; and, conscious that the full
vigor and power of her maturer years are yet unimpaired
and but partially developed, rejoices as she contemplates the
grand possibility of her future destiny ; a country which
perhaps more than any other country in the world at the
prerent time is demanding wise and prudent and progres-
sive logislation in order that, to the iullest possible extent,
her material resources and the happiness of her people may
be insured. Mr. Speaker, I most sincerely thank you, Sir,
and the hon. gentlemen around me for the very patient
manner in which you have listened to my remarks, and I
b:g to second the resolution now before us.

Mr. BLAKE. Imuet congratulate the hon. gentlemen
to whom we have just listened for the manner in which they
have discharged the tasks assigned to them. I can assure
the bon. member for Westmoreland (Mr. Wood) that he
was the only person in this House who was sensiblo of that

embarrassment and difficulty which heinformed us he labor-
ed under in the delivery of the eloquent speech and mea-
sured periods to which we have just listened with such in-
terest. And the hon. member for Pictou (Mr. Tupper) will
allow me to say that I rejoiced to welcome in his advent to
this House a man young in years, but who gives promise of
making his mark in the House and in the country at some
future day. We may not agree,-we do not agree, in his
politica; we may not agree with the distingunished person
whose name he bears, but it must, notwithstanding, be a
matter of unfeigned interest to observe the conjunction of
the two persons at one time in the same chamber. The
hon. gentleman, Mr. Speaker, as he proceeded, reminded
me a litile of the climate that we hear of in some charming
countries. It is a beautiful climate, and we are all recom-
mended to go there; but after a while we on this side of the
Atlantic, and we who belong te the old country on the other
side of the Atlantic, weary of the perpetual
sunshine and the perennial blueness of the skies.
There was no shadow in the picture, there was no relief to
the glare of brightness, of beauty, of glory, and of magnifi-
cence with which for the past few hours we have becn
enchanted. It is my duty to present some portions of the
other side of the picture, to complete the sky in which
the hon. gentleman scems to have left out the clouds,
and to say something which may render the climate, if not
quite so bright, a little more tolerable to frail humanity
like ours. I join with the view which the hon. member
for Pictou (Mr. Tupper) said was his view, as to the
expediency of addressing ourselves more particularly to the
topics which are brought under our attention in the Speech
from the Throne; and amongst them I place, as the hon.
gentlemen who have addressed us havo placed, in the very
front rank the consideration of the paragraph which tells
us it is important that tho laws relating to the representa-
tion of the people in Parliament should be amended. It is
my good fortune cordially to agree in that paragraph so
far; I believe that those laws are exceedingly defective, and
that they require very serious amendment. I believe that,
in this regard, the Government has done that which it
should not have done, and left undone that which it should
have done. 1 believe that amendments have been mado in
some of those luws, and at a recent date, which wero
amendments for the worse—if you will excuse that from
an Irishman—that were deteriorations rather than
improvements; and that amongst the subjects in this con-
nection to which this Parliament should assuredly address
itself is the question how far under the laws as th ey were
brought down and altered for the purpose of the late
election, there is in truth a proper representation of the

eople in Parliament. I was glad to hear you, Mr.
gpeaker, when you occupied a place on the floor of this
House, during the last Session of Parliament, express
your opinion, in language not novel but none the less truc,
that the Parliament of a country ought to be the mirror of
the opinions of the people of the country. It ought in truth
to be a reflection of their sentiments, Those sentiments in
all free communities are divided, sometimes with the tolera-
ble approximation to equality, sometimes, indeed, very
unequally; but, so far as my experience goes, they are
always divided in some proportions, and as it is the theory,
80 it ought to be the object of practical dealing with the
question of the representation of the people, to accomplish
as near as may be that which cannot boe accomplished with
absolute perfection, but to accomplish approximately tho
representation and reflection in this House of the various
opinions which prevail in the country with some degreo or
proportion to the strength in which those opinions are held
in the constitnencies which are represented here. Now,
Sir, this view we held always; thisview we daily endeavored
to enforce upon the late Parliament, when the proposal to
amend the laws with respect to the representation of the
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people were brought before it; and 1 will venture to hope
that it is in consequence of the experience which hon. gen-
tlemen have had, in consequence of the obvious truth of the
propositions we then advanced, as to the resalts of the so-
called amendments of the law, which they then passed, that
they have placed go prominently before us at the first Ses-
sion after the application of the practical test of that law the
proposition that the laws relating to the representation of
the people in Parliament requnire amendment. I recollect
that our position at that time—speaking for the moment:
with respect to the Province in  which we stand
and which was the Province mainly, I may say exclusively,
affected by that particular amendment, was this: parties.
were represented here by a strength of, I think, 26 on the
side of the Opposition and 62 on the side of the Adminis. |
tration, giving the Government a majority in that Province
of about 36. It was alleged, indeed, by those who supported
the Administration, that they were stronger in that Prov.
ince in popular opinion than they had been at any previous
time; but prudent men do not rely on their own conviction
of their strength; they make things sure, and notwith-
standing those vauntings of increased strength, precautions:
were taken to make that increased strength greater still.
And so I contend that the results have shown the effect of
that measure to be diametrically opposed to the true theory
of popular representation. 1t wis to produce the suppres-
gion of, instead of the extension of popular opinion. The
change in public opinion was certainly very great.
Amongst the constituencies which were changed in their
bounds, with the view of making the Government very much
stronger, so strong that it would be impossible to overwhelm
them, were a great number in which, notwitbstanding those:
changes in the bounds, public opinion pronounced itself, as-
evidenced by the returns to Parliament, adversely to the
Adwministration. Thoso results are to be found in North:
York, North Ontario, North Wellington, South Wentworth,
East Huron, East Bruce, South Brant, South Perth, East
Elgin, East York, East Lambton, South Norfolk and other

suppressed instead of being expressed. There were in that
Province, I think;t woacclamation elections—one of which
you, Mr. Speaker, wers the happy recipient, and the -other,
my hon. triend from the South Riding of Lanark, who
made his constituency so safe that he was unopposed. Isay
that there were two acclamation elections, and there wero
also a fow others in which the contests were of su:h a
character that some allowances have to be made,.
however, do not materially affect the results; but making the
most reasonable allowances that can be made I take the
total poll as 2.9,500, of which, I believe, there belong to
the
133,200, giving to the former a majority of the people at
the pollsof 3,100 only, or about 1 percent. I believe that the
true result, if the constituencies had expressed it here,
would have been to give to the hon. gentlemen opposite
from the Province to which I refer, one of a majority
in this House; while, as a matter of fact, they have
eighteen,- or eighteen {imes more than that amount.
I see the hon. member for Monck (Mr. McCallum)
smiling at wme;
result had boen obtained he would not have been here to
smile. 1f you turn to the district in which we are sitting
here, in which this House is held, to the eastern dis-
trict with its thirty seats, a true poll would have given about
sixteen to hon. gentlemen opposite and fourteen to frionds
of mine; but the returns in Parliament give twenty-3even
to hon. gentlemen opposite and three to frionds of mine,
These rosults to a certain extent were to be anticipated from
the unfair character in the distribution as it stood, aund
which was accelerated, enlarged, enhanced by the changes
which were made in this very district, and which as is
proved by the return, resulted in the abstraction from us of
the North Riding of Lanark,the old bounds of which returned
& Reformer, and the Riding of Brockville, the old bounds of
which returned a Reformer, Strength being taken away
from us by the distribution of the district, in which we
were to -have too few seats on any fair competition

These,

inisterial party 136,300, and to the Opposition

of course he knows that if this true

places. I say, in those constituencies which were altered injas malttors stood, and in which we were depr.ved even

order to make that which was thought sure, surer still,

of two of those too fow seats, therefore, that considera-

the Act of Parliament to which I have referred, and which,q tion to which I havo referred was not bestowed on the

I presume, it is intended to invite us to amend, so as to
redress those wrongs, fiiled of its object, and members of
the Liberal party were returned in spite of the amendment,
The general return was 37 Opposition instead of 26, and the:
adverse majority was reduced from 36 to 18. But I admit
that the hon. gentleman was not wholly unsuccessful in effect-
ing the object of that Act—which was for the purpose of:
suppressing instead of expressing public opinion—for eight:
scats there were in the Province in which, judging by the
returne, it was nocessary 1o make alterations, andj
the alterations made were successful. Eight seats there?
were which, if any fair alterations had been made either |
to existing bounds or to considerations which ought tohave:
hal weight in the minds of the Legislature, would have
returned Opposition members. Why, there is one of those
cases in which the constituency has, within my Parlia-.
mentary experience, been changed twice in order tosecure—

task ot amending the Act.
isanother particular in which those Acts requireamend ment,
in which the law as it was ought to be restored and the
alterations which under the guise of amendments taking place
ought to be replaced by another amendment.
ment proposed, and the late House adopted the view, that
the power of nominating returning officers should be left
in the hands of and 4t tho discretion of the Administr: tion.
That had been the law ; and the law had been changed, and
certain public officers, having a stake in the county, and
residing there, owing to themselves and to their. situation
feeling a certain degree of restraint in political matters,
and most likely on the whole to be persons who would
rise to the level of their situation, were those among
whom alone the choice could be made.
unlimited, and being
such a way; and in many instances the most partisan

But that is not all, Sir, There

The Govern-

It was made
unlimited it was used in

as a gradual weakening took place in the strength of thedand improper conduet was pursued by officials who were

hon. gentleman’s principles in that constituency-—thes:
triumph of those principles at the polls, and for three;
Parliaments it has been represented by a supporter of
hon. gentlemen opposite by virtue not of popular election:
in the proper sense, but of an Act of Parliament which from
time to time changed the bounds. Now, if the object be to
obtain, even approximately, an accurate representation of
popular opinion, I say those are traitors to the principle and
object of representation who legislate so as to thwart this
view; and Il maintain here as I have maintained elsewhere—I
take the first opportunity of stating it here—thatthe general-
results of the poll in the Province te whioh this legialation;
was ﬁpplied are such as prove that the popular opinion was |
r. BLAKE. .

sppointed at the nomination of the Administration,
not merely in their owa conduct but also as to the
class of persons whom they appointed as deputies in the
election. Now, 8ir, I maintain that with a complicated sys-
tem of election such as oursis,in which 8o many questionsarise
and in which so much is dependent upon the intclligence,
the integrity, the homor, the impartiality of the officials,
though it is in the last degree deplorable, that there shou:d
be a8 there was in the last election a distinct and sensible
deterioration of condact on the part of the public officials,
though there should be an almost unconcealed and unveiled
s
&

giritof partizanship, leading in many cases to most lament-
le results. Ido notimpute this to all those officers, either
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to all returning officers or all deputies; but I do say it was
lamentable generally throughout the whole of the country,
go far as I have been able to ascertain.

Some hon. MEMBERS. No, no. Name, name.

Mr. McCALLUM, Name. Will the hon. gentleman
give the name of those rctarniag officers. When the hon.
gentleman is slandering lots of people he should give the
names.

Mr. BLAKE. Why, Sir, there was a case in which
the returning officer was appointed, who was the editor

and proprietor of a violent and virulent Tory sheet, in the.

locality, I believe, where the hon. gentleman belongs, and

who felt the inconsistency of his own position 8o much that |

he published an announcement after his appointment that
from that time antil the close of the election, being retarn-
ing officer, he had ceased to do anything in the editorial
co%umns of his paper.

Some hon. MEMBERS. IIear, hear,

Mr. McCALLUM. In this he showed his conscientious-
ness.
- Mr. RYKERT. And his honesty.

Mr. BLAKE. It was somebody else who was going to
sling ink in the interest of the paper which he controlled ;

and this, I believe, took place not tar from the constituency
of the hon. member for Monck. I am not sure that this

person was ot the Returning Officer for Monck. I thought
so, and that is the reason I gave this instance at the

hon. gentleman’s demand. Buat it happened, Sir, in

many cases the deputies were not supplied with the neces- |

<disfranchised by the operation of the law in this
‘There was also a very extensive use of betting un

sary papers in due time, and this i3 a most serious point

which deserves the attention of the House. The instructions

and the duties to be discharged are complicated, and it

requires for the inteliigent discharge of them, by those who
discharge them for the first time, that these papers should

be reccived in time for their perusal and mastery. !

These papers were, however, frequently received only
the night bcfore,

discharge of their duties before the following day. In very
nuntrerous cases tho ballot papers were printed on paper

s0 thin that the ballot was a sham; that it was known to be

and oftentimes at such periods that
it was impossible that tho deputies could really learn the

perfectly easy to observe by the impression made in marking

the ballut, without unfo!ding it, how the voter had voted;
and I maintain that in numerous elections that the very
class of the population for whom the ballot is established
were thwarted in the exercise of their franchise by infor-
mation and suggestions which were there given, and that
the ballot did pot really protect, bocause the returnin

officer could very easily tell, with the folded ballot
before him, for whom they had polled their votes.
In some cases voters not upon the list were per-
mitted, upon some suggested right, to poll tendered votes;
sometimes they were sworn, sometlimes not, and {iheir
ballots actually counted, though they had no pretence
or shadow of pretence for voting. In very many cases tho
power given to the returning officer to give agents a certi-
ficate, in order that they might vote at the poll at which
they acted as scrutineers, was grossly abused. It was abused
far beyond any legitimate demand; abused by giving
certificates in blank, to be used by the agents of the
party for whom they werc given, and as might be most
convenient ; abused by giving certificates to persons who

were mot voters at all, not in order that they might .

bona fide act as agents or scrutineers, but in order that they
might poll their votes at some polling place other
than their own, where they would have been objected
to, but not being known their votes were admitted. In
many cases the deputies numbered the ballots; in others
they omitted to initial the ballote. In many cases the
statements required by law were not placed in the boxes,

' this

and in some cases unsigned statements were placed in them.

Lawful oaths were refused to be administered ; ballot boxes
were opened and the statements in them were changed.
Double returns were made; in one casea returning officer
returned a man who was not returned by the people, and
in another case when the roturning officer returned a man
who received a majority of votes, the County Judge
returned the one who had not received a majority. In the
reecounts before the County Judges all sorts of decisions
took place, and hundreds, nay thousands, of voters were
garticular.

‘ er various
pretences, but really for corrupt purposes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. You bet.

Mr. BLAKE. I don’t say one side only, but that does
not make it the less obnoxzious; and there was the use of
betting for corrupt purposes and as a form of bribery and
corruption, irrespective of the ordinary use of betting at
elections, which, when carried on to the extent and in the
manner it has been carried on as late elections, is in itse!f
no unimportant engine of undue influence and should, in my

‘opinion, receive the consideration of this House, with a view
‘toits'repression. Independently of all these points to which

I have referred—and to which I have referred specifically,
because the Address invites us to consider an amendment of
the law relating to the representation of the people in Par-
liament—there was a very great deal of corruption which
is covered by the existing law, nominally, however ineffect-
ually that law may practically act in the repression of it.
Many of those defects in the law had been already ascer-
tained by experience during the late Purliament—by the
experienee of other Legislatures operating under similar laws,
and by the experience of our own; and it seems to me it
was incumbent upon the Government—for they were about
to dissolve Parliament before the regular period and to pro-
cipitate an election—to have invited such legislation before
the late election as would have been proper to redress these
wrongs, to set aside these difficulties, and to arrange,
as far as might be, for the avoidance of those
imperfections. ~ But instead of legislaling they
dissolved. Then as to the trial of controverted elections.
In the excreise of its functions the Legislature of Ontario
passed a law some time ago by which they altered the
style of some of their courts. I apprehend it was the duty
of the Admini~tration before dissolving Parliament in ad-
vance of the time, to have proposed to us such legislation
ag would have made clear beyond a doubt the application to
the new courts of the jurisdiction which had been given to
the old ones, instead of which no such legislation was pro-
posed ; the difficulty subsisted, and numerous election peti-
tions are now in suspense. The hon. Minister himself, whom
I charge with dereliction of duty in not legislating to avoid
this grievance, raises this very objection, and insists that the
petition against hisreturn in Lennox should bo voided be-
cause, foisooth, it hes been entered in the wrong court.
The Speech says that besides amending the laws otherwise,
as to the representation of the people, it is expedient
that the franchises in the various Provinces should be as-
similated, and both the hon.” gentlemen who have spoken
have expressed their opinion in favor of that proposition.
The proposition is not a new one. The hon. member who
now leads the House brought it before us some twclve or
thirteen years ago, and brought in a Bill to carry out his

views. That Bill, after a tolerably full discussion,
was dropped, and from that time to this the
subject has never been brought before the pco-

ple or before Parliament. On the contrary, in the
year 1874, an ‘Act was passed of a permanent character—
not temporary as preceding Acts had been in form—recog-
nizing the local franchises as the franchises for election to
arliament, I quite admit that there is something to
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some minds extremely pleasing in the mnotion that there
should be uniformity, but I do not concur with, or sympa-
thize in the view that there is any loss of dignity to this
Parliament, when it decides from time to time, deliberately,
that it will adopt such franchises as the Local Legislatures
themselves adopt, for the purposes of the election of mem-
bers to this House. If at any time the franchises of any of
the Provinces are, in the opinion of this Parliament, im-
proper, it is quite competent to apply the remedy, and if it
should adopt those franchises as its franchises, it scems to
me it would not involve any loss of dignity. Uniformity
is said to bo the reason, bat it i3 to be remembered that
though for a great many years tho franchises, as they
assimilate have been changing in the direction of uniformity.
Even in the Legislative Union of the United Kingdom the
franchises of Scotland, England and Ireland are quite
different, The Parliament of Great Britain, not the Parlia-
ment of u Feleral Union but the Parliament of a Legisla-
tive Union, has not found it unjust or improper that the
beople of the different Provinces or Kingdomsin the United

ingdom should elect their reprosentatives under different
franchises. That is the great example which hon. gentle-
men are 50 fond of copying—the United Kingdom,the Mother
Country ; and if you take the greatest example of a Federal
instead of a Legislative Union, you find that the very same
principle that we have adopted has been adopted in that
country, but in a still more formal way ; for in the United
States the franchise for the election of the common body—
the Congress—is the franchise by which the more numerous
. of the two local bodies is elected-—which franchise is pro-
vided by the State Legislatures. You have, then, two great
examples in which uniformity is not considerod essential.
You bhave this latter example in which our very plan is
adopted ; and it ia not to be forgotten, Sir, that uniformity
in name may be diversity in substance ; because if you are
dealing with different conditions, with a different state of
society, with different interests, with different occupations,
with peoplo—one of whom may have its property on the
sea and another on the shore or on the land, one of whose
property may be principally personal, another’s principally
real, a franchise based upon property must be either very
comprehensive indeed, or different in form, in order that it
may be substantially uniform—different in form in order
that that great result which is the true end to be attained.
may be achieved, the right to the franchise given to all
worthy of it in every Province. We have hitherto con-
ceived that the Local Legislatures, with their special know-
ledge of the peculiar conditions and circumstances of the
people, were best fitted to declare who should have the
franchise. But there are other difficulties. There are diffi-
culties to which I shall call the attention of the House even
at this early moment. Itis to be remembered that a uni-
form franchise, propounded by the Dominion, means a
voters’ list, prepared by officials to be appointed by the
Administration here—means a rovision of that list by
officials to be appointed from here—means centralizatiow,
patronage, and the control, by the Government of the day,
over the whole system upon which our elections depend. Itis
tobe remembered that it means enormous expenditures to the
public in the preparation of those lists, and infinitely greater
expenditure and trouble in the duties the people will
be called upon to discharge in order to have these lists cor-
rected from time to time. Itis to be remembered that that
trouble—which we all know who are engaged in the actual
business of politics—it is proposed to double; because we
are to have two sets of lists, one for the Province and one
for the Dominion, and, therefore, two corrections of the
lists. It is to bo remembered that you propose, in effect, a
double franchise, and, therefore, an additional element of
confusion and uncertainty in the minds of the electorate.
Therefore, Sir, for all these reasons I was unable, when the
hon. gentleman formerly proposed this measure, to regard

Mr, BLaxkE,

‘they desired to take the sense of the people.

it as a step in advance. I believed that the best course was,
unless and until some practical grievance or evil could be
shown, to be satisfied with the continued adoption of the
local franchises; I believed that analogy, precedent, the
example of othor countries, overbore the supposed advan-
tage of so-called uniformity, and these, with the other diffi-
culties to which I have referred, led to the conclusion that
things were better as they were. Bat, Sir, if this were so,
why is it that to-day, immediately after the election, the
hon. gentleman proposes this measure, not merely to Par-
liament but to the country? I could have understood the
hon. gentleman’s course if it had been stated in the last
Parliament that this was one of the reforms which
the Administration proposed to introduce, and upon which
ut not a
word was heard of it. We go to the country, and immedi-
ately after the election, conducted under what is called a
defective franchise, the hon. gentleman proposes this change.
The Speech glories, as the hon. gentlemen who moved and
seconded this Resolution, in the surplus and in the
application of it. I remember very well when the desire of
hon. gentlemen opposite was to prevent the Liberal Govern-
ment which was in power from having a very modest sur-
plus. I remember when the hon. Minister of Railways
declared that the then Minister of Finance, who estimated
a surplus of $500,000, was guilty of a constitutional
crime almost, in proposing to have such a surplus as that,
and declared that it was his duty if he had a surplus to pro-
pose measures for the relief of the people from taxation, and
in that way 1o exhaust a portion of the surplus. But times
have changed. It was the duty of the Administration,when
they came into office, to establish—what? A surplus? No,
but an equilibrium between revenue and expenditure. In
1879 the First Minister himself, I believe, declared that to
be his object—and a very good object it is, no doubt. But
equilibrium is one thing, readjustment is another thing, and
the surplus which is now estimated, is quite a different
thing; and I say that those who, a while ago objected
to a modest estimate of a surplus of $500,000, who
proposed to Parliament on the ground that it would
produce only an equilibrinum the Tariff which now exists,
and who to-day rejoice because there is a surplus
of $6,300,000, have altered their views in a manner which
demands an explanation from them as to the cause. Why is
it that that which was blameable formerly is now admirable ?
Why is it that their object before— equilibrum—is now set
aside for a surplus?

Mr. HESSON. Because we would not trast you with
the expenditure.

Mr. BLAKE. Well, 1 dare say the hon. member for
North Perth is of that opinion, but I believe there are many
members of the party to which he belongs who do not share
that opinion with him. Now the hon. gentlemen opposite
and the Speech give, as I say, the picture of a whofly un-
clouded sky, and attribute that condition of things, though
without discuseing it, to the fiscal policy. I maintain that
asurplus of $6,300,000 extracted from tke pecple of this
country by a taxation so enormously increased as ours has
been, is not an evidence of statesmanship, but an evidence
of incapacity for statesmanship. I maintain with the hon.
Minister of Railways, that a course should be pursued which
would produce an equilibrium or something approaching an
equilibrium between revenue and expenditure. While the
hon. member for Pictou (Mr. Tupper) is glad to remember
that while our revenue had increased within fifteen years after
Coufederation to a sum equal to that which the neighboring
Republic possessed in its seventy-first year,I would ask myhon.
friend, ifhe willallow me to call him so,whether he had looked
atthe Tariff of the United States in its seventy-first year, and
at the relation which existed between the taxation and expen-’
diture borne by the people at that time. But I would give *
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just this one comparison. The surplus which is boasted and
which it is proposed to maintain, is a surplus, which, if you
applied it to English finances, would be equivalent to at
least a surplus of at loast $80,000,000. If you applied
to the finances of the Mother Country the scheme you
apply to our finances, you would suppose & Finance
Minister bringing down a Budget which would
produce a surplus of $80,000,000. There has been—
and no man more heartily rejoices in it than the humble
individual who now addresses you—a period of three or
four years in which there has been prosperity. We have
had excellent crops, good prices, & revival of the lumber
trade, and very great development in other ways. The
hon. member for Pictou gratified us by the information
that the fisheries had been very productive and the
prices high, and so in almost every direction has been
shown the evidence of a period of prosperity. But Ibelieve
that we would be acting an imprudent part if we were to
so conduct the affairs of this country, if we were 8o to shape
them during the Session as if our progress were, in these
regards, assured at the same rate for the future. I believe
that we have already reached the period of over-specula-
tion, of over-trade, of over-importation. I believe that we
have alroady experienced a very considerable amount of
stringency arising from these causes, and from the further
cause that the very large sum levied by the grant from the
people, and devoted as it has been devoted, and the absence
of the foreign borrowings which formerly tended to
mitigate the adverse balances of trade, have pressed more
than in former years upon the domestic resources of the
country. I believe that those very exertions to which the
hon. gentleman has referred, these very leaps and bounds by
which we have been progressing, are exertions which bring
with them, unless we are eautious and take heed in him,
seeds of difficulty, aye, even of disaster. While I do not
believe that irremediable mischief has yet been done, I do
think it is extremely important that the hon, Minister, who
is specially charged with the question of finances, should
not, upon this occasion, repeat the advice which, as
reported, he gave a couple of years ago to the public when
he said that he was now comparatively advanced in years,
but if he were a young man he would do what he advised
all young men to doin trade: clap on full sail for a period
of ten years of assured prosperity. I believe that by such
advice as this the hon, gentleman is paving the way, not
to a period of permanent prosperity, but a period of diffi-
culty. If we look to our own past experience, to the past
experience of the United States, of the United Kingdom,
and all other commercial countries, we shall find that they
do not verify the observation of the hon. gentleman; and
that caution and care, rather than sanguine expectation—
with all the favoring conditions which existed for the last
three or four years—ought to be the watch-word which he,
as the financial custodian of the eountry, ought to give to
us for our guidance atthis time. The announcement is
made by the Administration that also is gloried in by their
supporters, that the public expenditure on capital
account, which is exponditure on account of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, has been paid for out of the taxes,
Once again “we have a strange contrast betwoen
promises and performance, between professions aud results.
I'remember very well, when hon. gentlemen opposite asserted
time and again that they did not intend to pay for the Can-
adian Pacific Railway out of increased public taxes. I
rememboer when they passed formal resolutions to that
effect. 1 remember when they declared that the arrange-
ments would be such that taxes would not need to be
Increased. They now ask us to express our gratitude that
We are paying for the railway out of the surplus taxes, I
remember at a more recent period, when the hon. Minister
proclaimed that it was the policy and ambition of the
Government to reduce importations and redress the adverse

balance of trade. I remember when they congratulated
the country upon the reduced importations, the large
extent of which, he said, had caused a great portion of our
past difficulties, and upon what he thought was the im-
proved balance of trade from time to time, until at last the
acme of his delight was reached, when in one Budget Speech
he was able to announce the balance of trade was on the
right side, the exports exceeding the imports by a small
sum; now we are asked to rejoice with him to-day—ver-
satile man that he is—because our imports so largely exceed
the exports. A list of the increased imports to which our
increased receipts are due, was given by the hon. gentle-
man who seconded the resolutions, from which it appears
there has been, even over the imports of last year, large as
they were, in a great many staples of the country, a very
large increased import. I was very glad to read that
paragraph in the Speech which gave assurance of an in-
creased immigration, and still more pleased to learn the
statistical information which the hon. member for Pictou
%ave on the subject of the immigration of last year.

have not myself been able, of course, not having at my
command the sources of information which the hon. gentle-
man had, to reach conclusions on that subject. I have only
such as the newspapers have from time to time given us.
They did not lead me to the conclusion that the number
was 80 great, and I am rather inclined to think that the
118,000 must include the Chinese who came into British
Columbia. Where is the late member for Vancouver?
Where is the late member for Victoria? Why, I remember
when the news was flashed across the wires last Session of
the influx of Chinese into British Columbia, in what diplo-
matic language the hon. First Minister pointed out the
difference between the Mongolian and Caucasian races, and
said that although the time might come when it would
be desirable to restrict Chinese immigration, such im-
migration was highly desirable while the railway was
being built. Chinese immigration was not the permanent
valuable immigration as that of European. When we
are asked to-day to congratulate ourselves on this in-
crease of 113,000, I ask are the Chinese included in it.
Judging from the expression of the countenance of the
hon. member for Pictou, I conclude that they are. I
wonder what the real permanent valuable immigration has
been. I do not know, I am sure. I am told in Ontario
it was 34,000, an increase that is considerable and gratify-
ing in icself, but if the estimales made in the newspapers &
little while ago of the immigration into Manitoba and the
North-West were correct the great proportion was from the
other Provinces. Itis extremely important to the Dominion
as a whole, and the Province of Ontario in particular, that we
should encourage immigration from abroad. Up to last year
it has been almost entirely from the older Provinces ; and
even last year as far as public information leads us to conclude,
it has been to a very large extent an emigration from the
older Provinces, particularly from Ontario. I am not sorry
for that. I am very glad that any large number
of men, intelligent and enterprising, from the older Prov-
inces should go out there and develop that country.
I think it is ominous of good to that country that those who
are by birth, by education, and by association, decply at-
tached to the older Provinces, should take the most promi-
nent and first places in the settlement of the newer country,
and their acquaintance with our modes of thought and
aclion, with our modes of government, with our municipal
institutions, asdeveloped in the various Provinces, and with
our school system, will be valuable to an extent not to be
estimated in moulding upon what we believe to be the best
and most progressive principles the institutions of the
newer land of which they are the pioneers. But while I
say 8o unreservedly as that that I do not merely consent
to, but most heartily approve of and congratulate the coun-
try upon the fact that there has been a predominance up to
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this time of emigration from the older Provinces, I main-
tain that we cannot expect that that state of things shall
continue, unless the void is in some way supplied from the
older lands, aud that either the void to be produced by the
emigration from the older Provinces—if that is to continue
~—must be supplied by immigration from abroad, or we must
expect the future supply which is to continue the peopling
of the North-West and Manitoba to come direct from older
countries. The condition of the Province with which 1
happen to be most familiar in this regard, is striking. Ithas
hitherto received a very large supply, take it altogether, of
immigration, It has hitherto progressed in population with
very cousiderable rapidity, but as near as I can judge at this
time, that progress is at a standstill, and for the last two or
three years the state of things has been such, that unless
there should be a change we would find a positive retro-
gression instead of advance in the population in the Pro-
vince of Ontario, I have obtained access to the Municipal
Census of that Province, which gives, not indeed the Census
of all the inhabitants, but the Ccnsus of all the ratepayers
and their families, and which, therefore, as to totals,
is not to be compared with the Dominion Census, is yet for
the purpose of comparison of different years a reasonable

nide. 1 find that from the spring of 1872 to the spring
of 1882, omitting Algoma, Parry Sound and Nipissing in
which the returns were not complete, and it was impossible
to obtain any proximate statement, there was an increase
according to the Munieipal Census, of 278,437, or a rate of
about 20 per cent. upon the ratepaying census—a very
satisfactory rate of increase compared with the Dominion
Census, which I think, givesonly about 17 per cent.  The
immigration for these ten years as given in the public
papers is 254,479, or almost equal to the amount of increase
asgcertained as I have stated.  But the significance of the
reference to the Municipal Census consists in the fact that
it is an annual Census, and that you are thus able approxi-
mately to apportion the rate of increase and progress
of the Province between the different periods of the decade.
Dividing it into periods, the first seven years give an in-
crease of 260,000 odd, or a rate of over 37,000 a year, while
the immi%ration is 175,000 odd, or a net increase of nearly
85,000, But the last three years of the same Census gives
the increase—1880, as 10,577; 1881, 6,516; and for 1882,
676 only, or a total of 17,769; while the immigration for
these three years is 78,753, or nearly 60,989 more than the
increase by the Municipal Census, The Census of the school
population leads to somewhat the same conclusions; that
for 1871 being 489,615; 1874, 511,603 : 1879, 494,404; for
1880, 489,924 ; 1881, 484,224, So that drawing from these
two independent sourcgs the infermation, it is extremely
obvious that while these do not give you accurate figures,
they lead to that which other sources of information also
lead to, that there has been a serious drain upon the popu-
lation of our Province for the last two or three years, that I
attribute to the continued immigration to the States and
the large immigration to the North-West Territories; and,
as I have said, it is impossible that it can continue unless in
some way the void is to be filled. ’

It being Six o’clock the Speaker left the Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. BLAKE. When you left the Chair, Mr. Speaker, [ had
Just pointed out that we possessed special means of in-
formation with respect to the population of one of the
Provinces. 1 am not in a position to give the same specific
information in respect to the other Provinces, and in regard
to them I can only refer to the ordinary sources of infor.
mation available to us, but which seem to indicate that in
regard to them, as well as to the particular Province to
which I have referred, the question of immigration, the
guestion of retaining and increasing the population, is one

Mr, BraxkE, :

of very serious consequence. The United States Census for
1880 indicates that 712,000 Canadian-born were in that year
settled in the adjacent Republic, being a very large increase
over the number found there by the previous decennial
Census, even without making allowances for deaths in that
number and deaths in the number of emigrants trom
Canada to the States, and therefore indicating a very
considerable tendency of population in that direc-
tion. Allof these circumstances combine to make this
question to which allusion has been made in the Speech,
and respecting which a gratifying announcement was made
by one of the speakers, one nf very pressing importance as
well to the old as to the new Provinces, and [ am sure hon.
members generally will be disposed to sustain the Adminis-
tration in any well considered motion which they may
bring forward for the farther promotion and encouragement
of immigration. The hon, member for Pictou (Mr. Tapper)
gave the House some calculations based on the per capita
cost, bat it seems to me, without entering into the details
of those calculations, that the inferences which the hon.
gentleman drew from them were based upon a fallacy. Itis
quite clear there are certain tolerably fixed charges which
you must expend on such a service whether the
results be great or small, and those fixed charges will,
when divided over an increased immigration, of course
largely. reduce the per capita charge. It would however
be fruitless at this stage to enter into any discussion of
the hon. gentleman’s figures. The Speech announces a fur-
ther measure inthe direction of centralization. The hon.
leader of the Government some time ago stated in a public
speech that he would, if retprned to power, pass alaw which
would reinvest the municipalities with the power of regu-
lating the liquor licenses, and I presume it is in pursuance
of that statement so made that we find this announcement
in the Speech. I have not had an opportunity of examining
the judgment on which this conclusion is based ; I pre-
sume the hon. gentleman will take care that it is distributed
at an early day to all members of the House, because it
seems t0 me to be a question of very serious consequence
and upon which we should have the fullest opportunity of
reaching a conclusion. I have not formed the impression
from a perusal of the reports in the newepapers which I saw,
that the decision on the question was one which determined
this point, and 1 rather assume from the language which
is used in the Speech that the advice which has hoeen ten-
dered to His Excellency, and to which he referred, is that that
decision points to the inference that this power is vested, and
vested solely, in the Parliament of the Dominion. For my

‘own part I should exceedingly regret to see Parliament

take any action on that matter whatever, unless and until
it were finally decided by a judgment upon the precise
point that the Acts of the Local Legislaturein the various
Provinces making the arrangements whi¢h are now in
force, were beyond the power of those Legislatures and
that those or similar enactments were within the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Parliament of Canada. In this respect
I share the sentiments of the hon. gentleman’s lientenant
in the Ontario Legislature, who, I see the other day in a
speech delivered at Hamilton expressed his regret that
there should be any doubt as to the jurisdiction of the Local
Legislatures in this matter and expressed his opinion that
if it were finally decided that the Constitution as read did
not cover that power, the mode in which the difficulty
should be met was not by the Dominion Parliament acting
or assuming jurisdiction, but by altering the Constitution
and giving to Local Legislatures that power, which up to
this time it has been suppored they had, and upon which
basis for the fifieen years of Confederation the liguor traffic
has been regulated by the various Governments and Legis-
latures of the different Provinces. I believe that it would
be extremely unfortunate if we should, except under the
pressure of absolute necessity, deal with this matter. [
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believe it is one which can be dealt with to infinitely greater
advantage by the Liegislature of each Province for the Pro-
vince itself. I believe that the cause of temperance will be
advanced in those Provinces, in which public opinion may
be riper than it is in other Provinces, by the subject being
retained within local jurisdiction ; and while we know that
the common sense of the people of the country, the common
notion of the Legislatures of the various Provinces for the
whole period of Confederation, has been the view that they
had this particular power, I think it is to be regretted that
occasion should be seized by reason of a suggestion that a
judgment of the Privy Council contains language from which
an inference may be drawn unfavorable to the existence of
that power, to arrogate to ourselves exclusive jurisdiction. It
is, as I have said, only another instance of the centralizing
tendency of this Administration. The hon. gentlemnan has
never concealed his preference for a Legislative over a Fed-
eral Union, and ke is going as far and as fast as he can—and
he is going very fast and very far—to make this, which is as-
sumed to be a Federal, into a Legislative Union. There is
another question which has agitated specially two Provinces
which are deeply interested, namely, the question of dis-
allowance. All the Provinces are equally interested in the
principles which are to decide these questions, because the
rules which we lay down for one must govern all. Nor
should I pass from this topic without observing that it seems
to me that the conclusion which determines that we are to
arrogate to ourselves this particular jurisdiction with regard
to liquor licenses is a conclusion much wider and much more
far-reaching in its results than the particular subject
in respect to which it is proposed now to legislale;
and it 1s difficult perhaps to decide, or without full con-
sideration to decide, how far we go in the direction of
centralization, and the abrogation of Provincial rights, by
the system that the hon. gentleman proposes to take. The
Speech tells us in glowing terms, and the orators of the day
havereiterated and bettered those terms,of the progress of the
Canadian Pacific Railway; and the hon, member for West-
moreland anticipated what he thought might be the line of
the argument on that side, informing us that he would be
delighted to hear proven that the bargain was a very good
one for the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, because as
he stated, it was his view, that all bargains should be
mutually advantageous.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Hear, hear.

Mr. BLAKE. No doubt it is a very good principle, and
the only principle on which trade and bargains can atall be
profitably and permanently conducted ; but, then, ¢ mutnal
advantage ” does not mean a bargain all on one side. It
seems to me that the facts and the figures which have be-
come public within the last few months indicate that this
bargain is—as we contended it was when the subject” was
under the consideration of this House~-all on one side. The
progress to which the hon. gentlemen both alluded, and
which the hon. member for Pictou compared with the pro-
gress which had been made under the various Governments
which had had charge of the work for some time, is pro-
gress with reference to a different class of work. He
forgot for the moment that the work which thnse
Governments had undertaken and were carrying on, was
work of a very difficult character—work entirely difforent
from a level road through a prairie country. Asan example
of what might have been done, and perhaps the most
successful example in the world. I admit, with the hon.
gentleman, an example comparatively of what might have
been done in that regard, was given him by the hon. the
Minister of Railways, with reference to a certain section
which he constructed west, I think it was, of Winnipeg.
Tbere is, 8ir, no comparison whatever between a stretch of
railway across a relatively level prairie, and such

works as have been undertaken and prosecuted be-
tween Thunder Bay and Winnipeg, and on the
other side of the mountains in %ritish Columbia,
all of which latter works take infinitely greater care and
trouble than that which is required for the former. We,
however, quite agreed with the view of the hon. gentiemen
who say that under this contract %eat and rapid progress
would be made in prairie work. e pointed out what the
profits which the Company was to obtain on the prairie
work were, and those profits have now been tolerably well
ascertained ; and upon 606 miles—606 miles, I think— of
work, which I think they have done, the calculated cost of
the road is somewhere under the original estimate ; and all
the subsequent information leads us only to conclude that
this is right. And taking the value of the lands—at the
value of the lands sold as reported by the Company—
and putting the amount to which they would be en-
titled with reference to that section, 1 say that the
ascertained proof of it in the prairie section as far as com-
pleted, is about 822,000 per mile, or $19,000,000. With
such a result before us, with such a golden prospect
in the very mnear distance, it is not at all surprising
that they should have stretched the line very rapidly over
the prairie. The hon. gentleman said—or one of the hon.
gentlemen said that perhaps they might have heard itsaid—
that the Company had gone too fast. Well, there are
some respects in which a good many people believe that
the Company may have gone a little too fast.
It is after all possible, with respect to several of their propo-
sitions, and in respect to several of their engugements, they
may have acted, as other people believe, somewhat
imprudently  with reference 1o their far eastern
engagements, directly and indirectly, which we
know they have made with reference to other matters—pro-
jected branches in the North-West, in respect to which, we
find no notice - now, and which, I presume, are either
abandoned or indefinitely postponed, and in respect even of
the pressure of construction that took place, it is possible
that they may have gone, not merely in advance of the coun-
try, but also in advance of what prudence would have de-
manded ; but that is after all their business. They were
entitled to proceed within certain limits as far and as slow
as they pleased; and they have proceeded rapidly with the
work. e were promised that they would proceed with
the work by means of foreign capital to be intro-
duced in addition to the Government subsidy, but up
to this time we do not find that this work has
been accomplished by means of foreign capital. On
the contrary, in so far as the Government has not supplied
the means, these have substantially come from the people
of this country ; and, therefore, they have come up to this
time almost entirely from our ewn resources, either from
the banks or from the lands, which, in great measure—in
the largest measure, indeed, and almost entirely— have bcen
purchased by persons residing in this country. Now, with
reference to one of the great questions upon which we differ
from the Administration as to this contract, our forccasts
have been all from tho start verified. We declared the
provisions as to monopoly were unnecessary, in order to
procure the construction of the work, and were
calculated to vretard settlement and to  impair the
prospects of that country, and 1o create great
dissatisfaction and discontent within its bounds. I shall
not enter into the condition of things there to-day. No
doubt this will be more fully discussed at later periodsio the
Session, but I maintain, from all the information I have
been able to reccive, that there does exist, on the part of
the majority of the people of that country, a very great
discontent and dissatisfaction, owing to th¢ manner in
which a clause appears to have been misconstrued by the
Administration—and in a sense which I myself have never
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been able to understand—it being held that the Company
was not merely entitled to, but could compel the Govern-
ment of the day to exercise its powers of disallowance to
vete charters for local railways within the limits of the Pro-
vince of Manitoba as contrary to the bargain with
‘the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. Isay that this
construction of the bargain is cot merely contrary tfo what
I understand its terms to be, but contrary certainly to what
we were told its terms were when the bargain was laid
beforg us by the Minister of Railways, and reiterated and
reinforeed at greater length by the hon. member for Card-
well (Mr. White). Now, with reference to the financial
calculations, we contended that the amount which the
Government was about to part with to the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company was worth more than what the Govern-
ment alleged it was, and that the Company would, accord-
ing to any reasonable calculation, according to the
estimates which the Administration had itself laid before
ug, in some ten months have this road for less than
nothing—have the road and a profit besides. The
official memorandum to which I have vreferred,
shows that 6,542,000 acres of the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company’s grant were sold for sufficient to redeem
$17,300,000 land grant bonds, at the rate of abaut $2.68 per
acre. Ifthe North-West is to improve; if the value of the
land in that country is to increase; if it is to progress; if
settlers are to crowd in upon it; if fresh cities are built
there, and if fresh agricultural settlements are to be de-
veloped—and I suppose that no one will deny this—the
lands to be sold there in the years to come will be more
valuable than those which were sold in the last year; but
for the purposes of caleculation and for the purpose of ascer-
taining the present value of this tand, I will adopt as
the price of the remainder of the land grant with all
_the town sites to come, with the coal lands, with
the timber lands, with the lands of special value, with the
lands immediately alongside of the railway, as yet in great
measure unsold—I say, assuming that having all this added
to them, those speculations in town property, as in the case
of Brandon, which the Company was able to make, and ad-
ding all these together, and assuming that for the remainder
of the land, the present value is but what has been realized
for other parts, it would amount to the sum of $49,467,000,
or within a few thousand dollars of $49,500,000, making
a total for the lands at the present values as ascer-
tained by the sales of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
of $67,000,000 nearly. Thus, the Company’s receipts wounld
be: their subsidy of $25,000,000 ; Government railways, $35,-
000,000, and the proceeds of lands already sold, $17,300,000,
or a total of $77,300,000. The value -of the unsold lands
would be $49,500,000, making the total receipts $126,800,-
000. Now the Company estimates, by the statement to
which I have referred, the road completed and equipped, and
including besides the road which they contracted to build,
and in respect of which the calculations were made, no less
that 684 miles of their own road—the eastern part, the
North Shore, the Canada Central and certain branches in the
west and on the way west—the subsidy of $25,000,000,
$20,000,000 land grant bonds and $90,000,000 of stock
which they are putting on the market at 60 cts.—
equal to $54,000,000—making a total of $99,000,000. De-
duct the net value of the 684 miles—which is subject to
liens, say, $5,500,000—I-presume it cannot be less, having
regard to the character of the road, and the character of the
bulk of the country through which it passes—and it is worth
a net sum of $9,000,000, making the cost of the road as
contracted for, $90,000,000—the cost I mean to the Com-
pany. The Government works handed over, their subsidy,
the land grant bonds already practically altended to, and
the unsold lands together realizing $126,800,000, it is easy to
see that according to present appearances they are to have
the road—completed, equipped, with interest paid on the
Mr, BLAxE,

capital expended during construction—for nothing, and
with a profit of about $37,000,000. This is the result

“which is indicated by the official memorandum of December.

This is the result which the hon. member for Westmoreland

(Mr. Wood) justifies on the good, general business principle

that all bargains should be mutually advantageous; and he
says that an arrangement under which one party to the
bargain is to build a road and equip a road which is to be
its own property afterwards, and to receive the whole value
of what it does, and some $30,000,000 or $40,000,000 more, is
a bargain which ismutually advantageous, Well, Mr, Speaker,
I admit that it is advantageous, but I think the advantage was
all on one side, and it is my opinion that if the course
which was recommended and pressed on the House by this
gide of the Chamber, viz.: that we should give value to
the lands of the North-West and develop the country by
prosecuting with rapidity and vigor the prairie section,
and postpone any arrangements for the construction of the
ends until we had—as by these one and a half or two years
operations, we would have—produced these results for our-
selves instead of for the Company, we would have been
able to make a bargain under which the Canadian Pacific
Railway would have been completed just as soon as it may
reasonably be expected to be completed now, but on terms
infinitely more advantageous to the country—infinitely
more advantageous, even if we only consider the financial
question—infinitely more advantageous, if we consider also
the question of the alienation of the land, the question of
monopoly, and all the other questions of privilege and
exception which are so glowingly set forth in the prospectus
to which I have referred. The prospects alsoas to traffic
are announced, and these, too, we might have realized for
ourselves. These conditions, giving the value of the enter-
prise and to be considered accordingly in the price at which
the road was to have been contracted for,could have been as-
certained for us as for others, It turns out that evenin its
incomplete and disconnected position the eastern section
has returned $3,200 per mile per annum ; the western sec-
tion has returned $3,600 per mile per annum, and the Com-
pany confidently predicts that within a short time its earn-
ings will compare favorably with the earnings of Ameri-
can lines similarly situated, which are stated at some-
where about $7,500 per mile per annum. I maintain
that at an earlier date than could have been supposed
possible, by proot more cogent than we could have rea-
sonably expected, the views which we pressed—unfor-
tunately without success—upon this Chamber when this
coniract was before it, have been verified, and that
whether you consider the-financial aspect alone or the
more important aspects to which I have referred, the
policy which we propounded in opposition to the policy
of the hon. gentleman has been already proved—and
I believe that from day to day, and from year to year,
will bo more emphatically proved—the true policy for the
country. I was glad to see from the Speech that the Public
Lands Act is to be amended. On this point also—with re-
ferrence to the management and administration of the pub-
lic lands in the North-West—we have been at issue with
the Administration, and we agree that the Public Lands Act
requires amendment. I-believe that the system which
hon, gentlemen have inaugurated—that the various schemes
which from time to time, they have devised and brought
forward, have been, or the great majority of them,
unfavorable; that they bave produced ill results, and
that a better and simpler system would have produced
better results for thepublic of Canada, who are interested
in this question financially, and to the whole people of
Canada, old and new, who are interested in the early
and satisfactorys ettlement of the country. I believe
that the system which should have as little as possible
introduced the middleman and allowed him to intervere
between the public and the actual settler, would have
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been the true system, and that speeulative. sales, whetper
to colonization companies or logreat farming companies,
or to individuals, otherwise than on conditions of set-
tlement, are injurious instead of ‘advantageous. The
hon. gentleman projected—I will not say in anticipation
of, but I will say shortly and convengent.ly before t}ne
late elections—a great system of colonization companies
—a system, which, acting on what he himself descmbed,.
standing where he now sits, as the “land craze of
the North-West,” extended the area qf that land craze.
Almost everybody thought they were going to get ;lch'at
-no cost to themselves, at no risk to themselves, at little in-
vestment of their own, and at somebody else’s. expense;
andfit is said that some 314 applications for colonization
companies or parties, were favorably received by the Ad-
ministration ~ How many of them have succeeded ? How
many came to a head ? How many of them have paid the
instalments which have been called for ? How largea settle-
ment have they actually accomplished or promoted ?
What sort of demands have been made upon the Adminis-
tration with reference to these companies, and what is the
present attitude, view and opinion of the Administration
"as to the colonization company scheme? Sir, I can give
you upon this subject a little authentic information. I
hold in my hand the report of the directors of one of
the colonization compauies made 1o their shareholders
on the 10th of September, 1882, and it contains these words:

¢ Qn the 15th inst., an interview wag had with Sir John A. Macdonal
by the President and Secretary, and Messrs. Johnson, Kingsmill and
McNee, on the question of when the survey of the tract would be prosed
cuted, so that the operations of the Company might be proceeded with.
The Minister declared that no promise of survey could be made unti
the first instalment was paid, and a contract entered into by the Com+
pany; that even after the instalment was paid, the time at which a sur-
veyor would be appointed was entirely uncertain—it might bea year, orit
might be more ; thatthere was aninsufficient number of surveyors avail+
able for the requirements of the Government, and they preferred employ-
ing them along the lines of railway ; that, in ghort, we must pay the
money and take the chances of a purvey, as Sir John expressed it, “ within
the next 25 years.” Being asked if the Company would be afforded an
opportanity of enquiring further into the quality of the lands before
paying for them, Sir John replied that the Government could make no
concessions in that direction. On the question of an extension of time
for the payment of the first instalment, the Minister declared tiuat he
could hold out no hope either to our Company or to others similarly
situated, as he found that these enterprises had been entered into in a
merely speculative spirit, and that their effect had been to retard rather
than promote the settlement of the country. He stated that he conld
not, of course, say in advance what would be done at the meeting of
Council, which was shertly to be held, but that he intended to oppose
making concessions to any Colonization Company.”

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. What company is that?

Mr. BLAKE. The Saskatchewan Forks Colonization
Company.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD,
Forks!

Mr. BLAKE. T believe that was the company in which
the hon. gentleman roped in the press; for he had com-
panies for everybody, for every class, for every creed, I
believe for every denomination,” There was one company
for the licensed victuallers, another for the temperance
people, one company for one denomination, and another for
another, and the hon. gentleman gave to the press this in-
teresting statement that I have read—but that was not
before .tbe 20th of June; that wason the 15th of September,
when it was all over. I observe that a gentleman whose
voice we miss in this Chamber, but whose name we shall
have the opportunity of greeting yearly in the Public
Accounts—] mean the new Inspector of Colonization
Compameg—-stated the other day at a meeting, I believe, of
the Canadian Pacific Railway Directors, that the only com-
pany in the North-West which had performed its obligations,
was the Qu'Appelle Farming Company ; and I was a little
surprised at this statement, becaunse you will recollect that
the principal operations of the Qu'Appelle Farming Com-

The Saskatchewan

pany of which the public have been informed, have been not
the settlement of iminigrants in the North-West, but
the expulsion of actual settlers from its lands; and, there-
fore, if this be the only company of the hon. gentleman’s
lot which has performed its obligations, and if the com-
pany, which was performing its obligations, was expelling,
1L wonder what the setiling companies were doing. The
truth is, that that which alone could justify the formation
—1I do not say of all, for some may have been formed on
business principles ; but any large number of the coloniza.
tion companies at all, viz.: that they werc about to intro-
duce into the country immigrants from across the water
who otherwise would not be got here, was not asked of
them ; that it was not on that basis ibat the scheme was
carried out, and that the men who went into them—I do
not say all, but the great bulk of them—oxpected to take
advantage of the wave of settlement over the country,
produced by other causes, to become middlemen, not
giving any valuable consideration, but reaping a profit
between the settler and the Government. Now, Sir,Idonot
know whether the hon. gentleman bas held rigidly to his
statement, which I have just read, I observe that there
has been an extension of time. I observe an announce-
ment in the papers that the last day of grace is to expire
on the 28th of this month, and after that date there
is to be a cancellation of those in default. But it
would be interesting to know, after the 1roll is
made up and arrangements are completed, what the
actual results have been, not in the sale of lands to
the speculators, but what the practical, tangible results
have been in the way of placing permanent setilers on the
lands of the North-West. The administrasion of the Land
Department certainly does not possess the merit of
constancy. There have been continual changes. Lands
are offered for sale; the order is suspended; once
again they arc opened; and so forth. I have seen, and
read, and heard constant complaints of the difficulty of
knowing what the regulations are for the guidance of sottlers
at any particular time. Great difficulties have arisen—and
I think it is important that later on these questions should
be very fully discussed, because I presume we are only on the
threshold of these difficultics—as between the Government,
the companies and the settlers. You have the speculator
and the homesteader; you have the bona fide squatter and
the speculative squatter; you have those who jump claims, -
some for themsclves, and some for speculators, companies
and others; and circumstances have been stated to me of
the very greatest injustice in this regard. On the whole I
believe it will be found that the administration of the lands
of the North-West does not redound to the credit of the
Administration. These regulations and laws do require
amendment, and I trust the amendments promised us
in the Speech from the Throne will be improvemenis. I
observe that the regulations regarding public lands have
been changed—that a portion of the difficulties which
I suggested are now recognized by the hon. gentleman,
although I confess he does not seem to me by his
change to remove those difficulties. I hope we shall
know to what extent under the old regulations public land
leases have been made and on what terms the hon, gentle-
man proposes to convert those leases of some of the most
valuable portions of the North-West into freeholds. So with
reference to timber limits, it was said that a very large
proportion have up to this time been parted with, and on
terms which have afforded a very fair profit to the furtunate
individuals who have from time to time received the favor of
grants from the Government. I will not trespass on the timne
of the House by touching upon the other topics of the Speech
because I believe they can be more effectually dealt with
when the measures come down, before passing to a point or
two which I think deserve notice. 1 wish to say that I do
not agree with the statement of the hon, member for Pictou
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as to the result of the application of one of his tests of pros-
perity. He said he believed that the failures had
decreased during the current year. My recollection of the
reports of the Dunn and Bradstreet agencies from which we
derive our information in this regard, is that the failures
have very greatly increased this year as compared
with last year. I do not hold that these failmres have
increased to an alarming extent, yet I do hold that
the indication of increasing prosperity to which the
hon. gentleman directed us as a test, proves, if it
proves anything, the reverse of that which he intended.
Now, Sir, one other point with reference to the statement
of the hon. member. He adverted to the high prices and
the values of the fisheries this year. Ido not know whether
the hon. gentleman attributed that to the fiscal policy of the
Administration, but I believe the Administration is no more
responsible for that high price than it is responsible for the
lower price of grain, though according to the views of
hon. gentlemen opposite, there is a credit to be attached to
them for the high prices which obtaired for grain in former
years, and it would be only fair {o charge them with the
responsibility for that fall in grain which has stiuck so
many faithful friends of theirs in the rural communities
with dismay—who helieved that so long as the Conserva-
tive party were in power under their present leader, he
would make such arrangements in the markets of the world
that wheat would always be high. Now the price of fish is
high. Itis due to what, I suppose, we must thank Provi-
dence for, the failure in the fisheries of other countries, the
failures of the fisheries of Norway, and 1o a congiderable
extent, those of Newfoundland, which have diminished the
supply of fish® and of course increased the value. I am
glad to eay there is a considerable prospect of the extension
of our tishing industry under these circumstances, and more
vessels are under construction with a view of taking advan-
tage of the favorable tide. I suppose the hon. gentleman
would attribute these results to the bounty of $2 per head,
which was prescribed by the Act of last Session, gut which
has not yet been obtained. It seems to me the casues to
which I have referred are more likely to have produced
them than the hon. gentleman’s bounty. There is an omis-
sion or two in the Speech which, I think, deserve attention.
In the first place, the foreign trade negotiations.
The Speech for 1879 announced a negotiation for tke
development of trade with France, Spain and the colonies.
The Speech for 1880 declared that the increased foreign
trade of Canada, and the proposed Imperial negotiations,
demanded our closest attention and watchfulness and
required a representative in London. But upon this sub-
ject the Speech is mute to-day. We have nothing conveyed
to us in this authentic fashion, and the ordinary sources of
information tell us that the negotiations which have heen
going on, more or lese, almost ever since the Administration
came in, have now been postponed until after the completion
of the negotiations for a commercial treaty between France
and the United Kingdom—another proof of the wisdom of
the step which we prcposed to Parliament last Session, that
we still obtain a greater measure of freedom in the conduct
and maturing of our own commercial relations. Once again
a former Speech ushered in a subject with pzeans of joy, and
upon that subject there is an ominous silence to-day—the
poor Charybdis. Irecollect when I heard read the Speech in
1841, which declared that, “Her Majesty's Government has
generously presented to Canada, for training school
purposes, the steam corvette Charybdis, lately returned from
service in the Chinese seas,” and promised us the papers
on that important subject; and the orators of that day in
performing the duty which my hon. friends have just
so ably discharged, were enthusiastic over the presentation.
The hon. member for West Toronto declared that it
formed ‘* a pleasing feature in the Speech. This generous
act proves that the Imperial Government still retains its
Mx, Braxz,

sympathies for us.” The hon. member for Yamaska
was still more gushing. * The Speech,” ho said, “ refers tc
the generous gift that Her Majesty’s Government has just
made to Canada, by sending us the splendid steam corvette,
Charybdis. This gift, that the country accepts with the
greatest gratitude, was destined to supply a want long felt
in the organization of the forces of the country. We are a
maritime people. Perhaps no country in the world pos-
sesses a more extensive seaboard than ours, and the interior
is covered with lakes and rivers that constitute, as it were,
vast inland seas, Nevertheless we are wanting in marines.
The training ship is calculated to create this new calling,
and our young men will be able to defend the country on
the high seas with as much skill and valur as on
the land.” But where is she now? Why, Sir, you
cannot find her, even(in the Speech from the Throne. After
an expenditure of several tens of thousands of dollars we
know nothing about her, except that the newspapers
tell us tbat she has been returned and the gift that was
ushered in with so much eclat, and the added strength and
dignity which was gained by the Administration a
couple of years ago having passed away, they have not
a word tosay about her. They leave her to one side.
They pass in silence this subject. If no one else will, let
me be permitted to pay my tribute to the departed
Charybdis. Now, Sir, we are here as a new Parliament to
discharge our fanctions under circumstances which have
given to the hon. gentlemen opposite a very decided
Parliamentary majority—a majority, as I have proved, far
in excess of what the popular vote would have given them
—assuring to them tho opportunity of executing their own
views with reference to the policy of this country, on all
points during the natural term of that Parliamen'. Its
political forces are pretty much as the forces of the old
Parliament, To hon. gentlemen opposite is given the
power to which I have referred, and to us is allotted the
task of criticising their transactions, of watching the dis-
charge of their functions, of propounding our views and of
proving, as I believe we shall be able to prove, year after
year, as experience gives us the opportunity, the soundness
of those counter views which we have pressed upon the
attention of the Parliament of this country from time to
time. While, as I have said, the political constitution of
this Parliament, in a Parliamentary secnse, is the
same as that of the Parliament which preceeded it,
we know that there are here many new faces, and that
there are abrent many faces with which we have been
familiar, and this Parliament, like other new Parliaments,
though similar, in a party sense, will yet form a character
of its own, and create a fate—a reputation for itself. Much
is in its hands. Upon its prudence, upon its patience, its
deliberations, its candor, its moderation, the judgment which
it exercises, much will depend. For my part, I will express
the hope that, adverse though may be the political com-
plexion of my own views, those deliberations may be of the
character to which I have referred ; that they may be mode-
rate, careful, candid and patient, and that when its term
shall have expired we may all be able to join in the state-
ment that the things which it has done have redounded to
the honor and advantage of the land we love and serve.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, I certainly can find no
fault with the spirit in which my hon. friend has address-
ed the House on this occasion ; and I can cordially join with
him, as all this Honse can do, in his concluding sentences.
No matter what cur p»'itics] antecedents may have been, 1 »
matter what our political proclivities are, we are all, I
believe, true Canadians, anxious to forward the best inter-
ests of this conntry, although our opinions may vary as to
the best mode of fostering its prosperity. Although it is
not likely that during the é)resent Parliament, any more
than the last, I shall be found to agree with my hon, friend
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in many things, I can cordially coincide with him in his
opening remarks respecting the two gentlemen who moved
and seconded the Address. His exceedingly appropriate
and well deserved compliment to those two gentlemen must
have met with tho approbation and assent of every member
of this House. It must be gratifying to both sides of the
House to see such evidences of intellectual force brought so
early into play at the beginning of this new Parliament ;
but while it must have been gratifying to hon. gentlemen
in an intellectual sense, it must have been, as you can well
understand, and as the House can well understand, especi-
ally gratifying to me, when I see the son of my old colleagae
and friend, who has fought the battle with me side by side
for twenty years—for our alliance commenced long before
Confederation—to see the son of a colleague take that dis-
tinguished step, take at once a position in this House. I
say it is exceedingly gratifying to me, gratifying to my col-
league, and gratifying to the whole Conservative party. The
hon, gentleman also paid a just compliment to the seconder
of the Address. His language, flaent, clear, explicit, elo-
quent, shows that he, too, is going to take a distinguished
position in the Parliament of Canada. But my hon. friend,
while he paid a high compliment to the manner of the
rpeeches of my hon. friends, took objection to the substance.
He had to object, he had to complain. As his able pre-
decessor said : “ What is the use of an Opposition if it does
not oppose?” and he felt it was his role to commence by
an immediate opposition, going back to the old obsolete
system of making long speeches on the Address. He com-
menced at once to play the role of an oppositionist by
attacking my hon. friends in almost every statement that they
made. In the first place he said that the prospect held out
by those gentlemen was too good, the sunshine was too
strong.  He was dazzled with excess of light; he could not
stand the light of prosperity that was poured over this
House through the lips of my two hon. friends. I do not
say that the hon. gentleman loved darkuess rather than
light, because his political deeds were the reverse of good.
1 do not wish to say so, but he complained that there were
no shadows. Well, Mr. Speaker, the shadows may come
by-and-bye. The hon. gentleman says that there has been
a4 vrepression, a suppression of public feeling at the last elec-
tion; and if that suppression had reduced the Conservative
majority from 36 to 18 in the present Parliament from
Ontario, it might go on and still farther reduce the majority
and change them to a minority, and then, Mr. Speaker,
perhaps we shall have shadows enough. We have brilliant
sunshine now, the light of prosperity shines over
us, but political and financial difficulties are sure to
come. The hon. gentleman’s ssthetic tastes will be satis-
fied to the utmost extent, for light and shadow will then be
properly mingled, and Rembrandt will be infinitely more
than Turner iv the picture. My hon. friend put me much
in mind of an old Newecastle collier who had been boxing
the compass for many years, and in the exigencies of the
last long voyage he had been in almost every foreign
country. After a vi-it of seven years to the West Indies he
came back to England, and when his ship was approaching
the land, and when he felt the familiar sleet and storm and
saw the familiar clouds, he put on his sou’-wester and his
pea jacket and seaid: “This is something like weather;
none of your infernal blue skies for me.” This is the feel-
ing of my bon. friend. We will be satisfied, however, to
bask in the sunshine and leave the storm and the clouds
and the tempest to my hon. friend. My hon. friend, after
a few prehuamary remarks, spoke of the clause in the
Speech relative to representation in Parliament. He alluded
in a very kind and good-natured way to the legislation of
last Session, and he assumed that it had to be amended.
Well, that cannot be amended for ten years, under the Con-
stitution. Right or wrong, there it must remain until the
next decennial Census. He took occasion to refer to the

Gerrymandering Bill, as it has been called. Well, Mr,
Speaker, when that Bill was brought in I took occasion to
say that it had been my duty as Prime Minister, in 1872,
to lay a new scheme for representation before the Parlia-
ment of Canada; and then in 1872 I was charged with
wilfully rearranging, readjusting, disarranging —if you
like—the representations of the country for political
purposes, and last Session when that Bill was before Parlia-
ment the hon. gentleman on the other side rose and ap.
proved of the legislation of 1872, and desired that we should
adhere to the principleof that Bill. I declared then that in
1892, when I intended to introduce another Bill I should
find, and the country would find, that those gentlemen would
inst as strongly advocate the Bill of 1882 as they did that of
1872, and I said we would have to wait for ten years to be
able to show the correctness of the principle on which
our Bill was founded. But I find that in one year it has
had that effect. True, the hon. gentleman says there has
been a suppression of public opinion, but he had to admit
that certainly the rearrangement of the constitueucies in
the Province of Ontario, from which he and I both acquire
our right to sit in this House, the representation as altcred
by the Bill of last Session, has caused an increase in the
number of the followers of the hon. gentleman and a de-
crease in the number of my followers.  Could there be a
more convincing proof of the justice and the equity of that
arrangement ? But the hon, gentleman says it was a sup-
pression of public opinion. 1f there had been a full expres-
sion of public opinion, taking the hon. gentleman’s own lan-
guage, perhaps our majority might have boen 36 again. He
remarked that the law respecting representation required
several changes, several amozndments, and that before
coming to Parliament we ought to have secured those
amendments.  Sir, we wenl to Parliament on the laws
passed by the hon. gentleman himself—the election Ilaws
and all that concerned representation were enacted by the
hon. gentlemen opposite—and we went to the country upon
those laws. The hon. gentleman spoke last Session of the
manner in which that Bill altered the appointment of
returning officers. The Government took the power into
their bands, under their responsibility as a Government, of
appointing the returning officers; but it will be found on
looking over the list of those officers, that in the vast majority
of cases we ook tho officers that previously had been acting,
and it was only in cases where the Government knew, and
were morally and legally convinced, that the persons who
would officiate as returning officers would be unworthy of
the trust, that the Government made any other selection. It
is 80, Mr, Speaker; and when the hon. leader of the Opposi-
tion says that those returning officers acted improperly and
partially, I say there is no evidence whatover to sustain
that charge. I belioeve the elections in June last were
conducted on the whole as fairly and impartially, and that
the people had as fair an opportunity of electing those
whom they wished to represent them, as the people of any
country ever had in the world. But the hon. gentleman
said they were officials who had characters to maintain,
and if they had been appointed they would have
been restrained by their official position, and
they would have acted impartially beyond a doubt.

The hon. Finance Minister says that in New Brunswick no
change was made in the returning officers, they being the
sheriffs in all cases. In Ontario, in the majority of cases,

the sheriffs or registrars were selected ; but what if they
had not been? Had this Government, had the Dominion,

as a whole, any assurance of impartiality by persons hold-

ing office during the pleasure of the Ontario Government ?

Why every member of the Ontario Government went

into the June contest ; they abandoned their duties, they left

the Government to sink orswim, they took the stump, to use

the common expression, and they thought their existence

depended on the defeat of the Dominion Government. They



24 COMMONS

DEBATES. FEBRUARY 12,

threw themselves into the contest, and while the hon. gen-
tleman speaks of improper acts done during the elections,
coming within his personal knowledge, it can be esta-
blished that undue influence was used by the Ontario Go-
vernment to defeat the well nnderstood wishes of the people.
Undue influence of every kind cun be shown to have becn
used, with iuvspeectors of tuvern liceuses, with bailliffs
and clerks of courts—undue iuflucnce of every kind
was used in order to dcfoat the. free expression of
the opinions and wishes of the poople of Ontario,
and were we going to submit to this, to be obliged to allow
the most servile slaves of the Ontario Government to act
when we believed there was no protection, when we knew
from the character of the men and their positions that
they could not be frce from sinister, clandestine, and im-
proper influences, and not take other and better men? It
was an act of sclf-defence, and only as such was the power
taken by the Act of lastSession ever put in force. The hon,
gentleman in the course of his remarks suggested several
amendments to the law. They will come, Mr, Speaker.
The hon, gentleman is a member of Parliament, he has been
a member a good many years, he was in the late Parliament,
he might, in the exercise of hislarge experience, his great
ability, and his Parliamentary right, have introduced a
measure or measures for the purpose of amending the law
introduced and carried by the party to which he belongs.
Why did he not do so? Itis very easy to be wise after
the fact; itis very easy to say that amendments are required
in the law affecting the representation and controverted
elections. But no suggestion of that kind was made dur-
ing the last four years; he never gave a hint that the laws
requircd amendment. They were laws enacted by his own
{)ar'ty, and therefore he was bound to.stand by them.
Ve went to the people on those laws and obtained a
verdict in our favor, and 1 believe it was a free and fair
expression of the opinion and feeling of the people of Canada,
and under that decision we are commanding a majority
which the hon. gentleman does not gainsay. The hon,
gentleman, in order Lo be true to his character as leader of
the Opposition, actually Frought up as a charge against this
Government that they had not altered the law to meet
recent legisiation in Ontario as to Election Courts, If we
had done so we would have been told we were centralizing

cwer, that we were interfering with the legislation of the
%rovince of Ontario. We would have had to prejudge the
case ; 1t is not yet decided whether there is any necessity
for legislation, for the matter is now before the courts, It
is to be remembered that if any trouble has arisen in conse-
quence of legislation, even in the Ontario Le_islature or
here, it has been due to the Act of the hon. gentleman in
1874. In 1873 we passed an Act by which all controverted
elections should be tried by an Election Court, which
should be a Dominion Court, and which should be
subject only to the legislation of this Parliament,
When the hon, gentleman came into power the first
thing he did was to alter the law, and instead of making the
Election Court a Dominion Court he made it a Provincial
Court. I warned him at the time of the consequence of
that error, and Itold him that the question would arise
whether the Dominion Parliament had the right to force
the trial of election cases mpon Provincial Courts. That
question was raised afterwards, and though one court decided
we had no right to pass such a law it was subsequenty
decided otherwise; but if the original law of 1873 had
been adhered to and the Election Court had been a Domin-
ion Court,this trouble and difficulty would never have arisen.
I did not quite understand from my hou. friend when he
was speaking further with reference to representation,
whether he objected to the assimilation of the laws of the
different Provinces with respect to the electoral franchise,
He reiterated certain objections which had previously been
taken years ago, on the old Bill introducetf by myself, I
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think, in 1870; but I am not sure that he went to the
extent of stating that he still desired that the electoral
franchise shounld be exercised in each Province according
to the franchise there existing for electoral purposes. I
did not so understand my hon. friend. I do not know that
he went that far. He repeated the various objections
which had been taken before 1o that bill, but I think that,
on the whole, he felt that it would not
meet either the approbation of this House or that
of the country, t0 maintain the present system by
which in one Province a man might vote, while in the next
Province under the same conditions a man might havenovote,
and in a third Provinee 2 woman might vote, and 80 on in
every Province, there being a diversity of the franchise and a
diversity in the electoral provisions. I quite agree with the
hon. gentleman that uniformity in this respect might not
in all cases be attainable, but, at all events, one thing is clear:
that—whether the franchise be uniform, whether the right
to vote be uniform in all the Provinces or not, whether
the same qualifications should exist—the right of settling
what the gqualification is should rest with the Dominion
Parliament and not with the Provincial Parliaments. Sir,
in one of the Provinces the franchise is universal suffrage.
In some Provinces we have income qualification, and in
others we have it not. In the Provinee of Ontario--the
largest Province, having the largest electorate in the
Dominion—we are told, and we see that the Government
of the day have given a promise, not very specifie, it is
true—on the contrary, it is very vague, but still it is a
promise made just before the elections—that. they were
going to enlarge the suffrage. To what extent, Mr.
Speaker? We do not know. For all we know, for all
my hon. friend and myself know, we may find ourselves
deprived of our constituents. There may be such an
alteration of the franchise that those who sent us here
may disappear, and ‘another and a different set of men
may have the right to decide our future fate, and a
different copostituency and different body of electors may
decide whether our course now, in the present Par-
liament, is right or wrong—a different body altogether,
who have no sympathy, perhaps, with the old electorate
way ; and we, instead of going back to our old constituents
—to those who sent us here—when we return to give an
account of our stewardship, we may find another and differ-
ent body of men to judge of our conduact. Sir, it is impos-
sible that this can last: It might do—it was of necessity
adopted in the commencement of our system. The moment
that Confederation was framed we were obliged to have a
Parliament, but we had no machinery for the purpose,
and we accepted the Provincial machinery. We were
obliged, ex necessitate, to adopt the system which existed at
the time in the four Provinces, and they were not then so
very far different. There was not then so very great a diver-
sity of qualification as rendered it obnoxious and impossible
on the face of it; but, Sir, since that time we
have been adding Province after Province, and the test
of Parliamentary qualification for representation and the
electoral vote has been altered more and more every day.
We are now promised, as I have already remarked, in
the chief Province of the Dominion, that there shall
be ,a material alteration in the franchise. The hon.
gentleman has quoted several objections to the pro-
posed central system. He says, in the first place, that 1t is
centralization. Well, I do not think that the cry of cen-
tralization comes with good grace from an hon. gentleman
a member of a party which sustaing Mr. Mowat in hig
office. Why the wholesystem of the Liberal Administrat'on
in the Province of Ontario has been centralization.
They Lave taken the right of deciding everything connected
with taverns and with the licensed victuallers; they have
taken the clerkships of courts, and the appoint-
ments - of bailiffs “of courts, and of the " hang-
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men of the courts; they have taken the appoint-
ment of every official in the land to themselves; they
have invaded the rights of our municipalilies; they
have invaded the rights of our corporations; they haye
tried to centralize every power and every authorily in
Toronto; and I am afraid, Mr. Speaker, that I am not
speaking wrongly when 1 say that this centralization has
been used and will be used for political purposes and for the
purposes of sustaining the Liberal party of Ontario in power.
Mr. Speaker, my hon. friend chided the mover and seconder
of the Address for speaking in terms of pleasure and of
gratification in reference to the large surplus with which
the Dominion is blessed, or a8 the hon. gentleman would say,
is cursed ; and he says that we have changed our principles,
and especially so my hon. friend who sits near me—the
Minister of Railways—who had stated that a small sur-
plus of half a million of money was too large and
ought to be distributed or ought to be wused for
the reduction of taxation. Mr. Speaker, my hon.
friend, when he was discussing that matter, as a member of
- the Opposition, when Sir Richard Cartwright was the hon.
Finance Minister, merely held the then hon. Minister of
Finance to his own principles. The latter gentleman was
opposed to the principles of protection ; that gentleman was
opposed to the carrying out of the National Policy; that
gentleman was opposed to the adjustment of the Tariff for
the purpose of protecting native industries; he held
that the Tariff should be used for revenue purposes
only; and the moment when an equilibrium was attained
between expenditure and revenue, we then had acquired
and arrived at a just measure of taxation; and that when-
ever there was a surplus over that equilibrium, an
injustice was done to the people, necessitating a
reduction, in order that the surplus might be removed
and a mere equilibrium thus again restored. My
hon. friend held Sir Richard Cartwright to his state-
ment, and said to him: “ Why, you have got half a million
of a surplus, while you say that no Government should have
a surplus;” and he pointed out how that surplus might
ba judiciously used according to the principles announced
by that Finance Minister with respect to cortain articles of
consumption in Canads. But both the Minister of Rail-
ways and myself, and the party to which we belong, have
always held to the principle of Canada for the Canadians.
We have always held to the principle of encouraging
native industries, and we have always held that the
Tariff—while its first object was formed for the purpose of
meeting the expenses of the Government and carrying on
the affairs and doveloping the resources of the country—had,
and ought to have, a two-fold operation, especially in con-
sideration of the circumstances under which Canada and
the United States were placed side by side; and that
while by means of the Tariff we should raise a revenue,
by the same means we should so foster our infant
industries that we might make this country like the
country adjoining us—a manufacturing country; that
our people should not be employed in the one industry
of agriculture alone, but that by carrying out the National
Policy we might introduce, foster and encourage the
manufacturing and all the varied industries which this
country was capable of initiating, fostering or maintaining.
But the hon. gentleman says that the Minister of Finance
made a great mistake in having such a large surplus. Why,
Sir, it was a consequence of this sunshine, a consequence of
this wonderful and unexpected prosperity. We believed
that the result of carrying out our policy would be that the
country would become prosperous, thatour industries would
be developed, that our people would be fully employed, and
that wealth would pour into the country, But we did not
expect—we could not expect, no man coald expect who
really kept his mind on an even balance—that such an
,1nﬂu1; of prosperity could be the result, though certainly

combined wi h other causes, as the hon. gentleman behind mo
admitted. The consequonce of this prosperity was a great
importation of everything in the nature of taxable goods. The
people were rich, they liked to spend their money, and it is
most gratifying to me, and it must be most gratifying to
this Government, to fecl that perhaps in no other country in
the world has it happened so comp!etely as here—that with
a system of taxation that has produced a surplus more than
the ordinary administrat on of the Government requires,
there i3 not one single cry fiom the country against the
taxation. There is not a single grumble among the poople
that the taxation is heavy. I believe that if you wanted to
arouse a feeling of discontent you could do it by reducing the
Tariff, and thercby shaking the confidence of the manufac-
turers and the men employed by them, in the future manu-
facturing prosperity of the country. Sir, it is said there
are few countries that will patiently bear taxation, but we
are the exception. This country is quite eatisfied with the
Tariff which my hon, friend the Finance Minister initiated,
and which is now the law of the land ; and I take it that if
you wish to produce dissatisfaction in the country, you
will attempt to roturn to the low rate of taxation—to the
taxation which existed before the spring of 1879. The hon.
gentloman said but little respeeting the paragraph in the
Speech which refers to legisla'ion with regard to liquor
licenses. That subject was not willingly undertaken
by the present Government. They were quite satisfied
that tho law as it obtains in the different Provin-
ces should be continued. They wore quite satisfied that
each Province should, so far as the law would allow it to
enact such statutes, deal with the subject of shop, tavern
and saloon liconses. Neither the Government nor the
Parliament of Canada, I take it, wished to interfere;
and it was only when the decision which was given in June
last on the Scott Act, a Dominion Act, and the subject was
forced npon them that they thought it their duty to bring it
before Parliament. I never had any doubt that when the
question was brought before the courts, it would be decided
that the different Provincial Legislatures had no right
whatever to deal with that subject except for revenue pur-
poses—for the purpose of imposing taxation for Provincial
or municipal purposes, I expressed the opinion in
Parliament years ago, und lust year I expressed it
at a public meeting in Toronto or its vicinity.
But while that opinion was strongéy impressed upon m

mind I took no steps, nor did the Government of which I
was a member take any steps, for the purpose of interfering
with the legislation of the different Provinces, or forcing
Dominion legislation on the country, or trying to cen-
tralize such powers in this Parliament. On thocontrary, the
only centralization on that subject—the only time in which
that question was in any way dealt with by the Dominiou
Parliament—was when the late Government was in power,
and when they introduced the Scott Act. They introduced
that Act and thereby as-erted the right and power of the
Domirnion Parliament. Now it is quite cloar that if the
Dominjon Parliament had the right to pass the Scott Act
it had the exclusive right, because there is no concarrent
jurisdiction in the British North America Act on that sub-
ject; and when the constitutionality of that act was decidel
against, by the Supreme Court of Now Brumswick, the
Dominion Government—I being a member of that Govern-
ment—in order that the question might be settled, in
order that we might get the highest final decision
on that point, cume to Parliament to get a vote
of money for the purpose of paying counsel on botlr sides.
I say that we did this in order to get a final decision on the
question of whother the right to deal with that subject as
a matter of good governmentor as a matter of trade and
commerce, rested here or with the Provincial Legislatures.
The court unanimously decided—their decisions are all

unanimous—that the power rested here. The Privy Council
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had no doubt on the subject, and I am surprised that my
hon. friend did vot find leisure to read the judgment in the
case of Russell vs. The Queen. A copy of that judgment was
sent to him, as well a8 to every other member of this House,
but since it did not happen to meet the eyes of .my
hon. friend, I shall be glad to send him as many copies as
he likes. It is quite clear 1o every lawyer, and any man
who is not a lawyer, who reads that judgment, will see
that the very reasons on which the Privy Council decided
that this Parliament had the right to deal with the Soott
Act, are the reasons showing that the Provincial Legisla-
ture of Ontario had pot a right to deal with that subject
under the Crooks Act, except as a matter of revenue
for municipal or Provincial purposes. The hon. gentle-
man ssys that we should lll)ave allowed the .matter to
stand over until it was finally decided. Sir, if there
be apy value in that decision, and there is every value
in it, because i¢ is the law of the land, there is no
checkat this moment io the Province of Outario against
the unlimited, ubrestrained sale of intoxicating liquors.
This is not 8 matter we can play with. It is not a matter
of policy; it isa matter of necessity. If we wish to pre-
vent the unrestrained sale of intoxicating liquors we must
legislate immediately; for I take it that any man in this
city or in any other part of Ontario can open his saloon and
sell liguors, and there is not a court inthe world can prevent
his doing s0. All he has to do is to be ready to pay the
license, if it is wanted for revenue purposes, to the Govern-
ment of Ontario. This is not a state of things which should
exist. It 1s not a state of things which should be allowed
to be made a political plaything. It is not asubject which
should be made a political cry, butit should be dealt with
at once; and I am sure gentlemen on both sides of the House
will, at the request and instance of the Government, address
themselves calmly and considerately to the means of doing
away with this condition of things. Ifit be proved that this
Parliament or no Parliament can deal with it, I think that all
will agree that we should addressourselves at once to the sub-
ject. 1f the Provincial Legislatures are insufficient, if the
rovinces have not power enough to introduce wholesome
regulations in restraint of the sale of intoxicating liquors, we:
will supplement any such power as they have by bringing the
full power and the full anthority conferred upon this Parlia-
ment, by the British North America Act, to the aid of the
different Provinces in the cause of morality, to prevent]
the mischiefs that are caused by the unrestrained use and sale |
of intoxicating liquors throughout the different Provinees of §
Canada. Ishall notsay anything with respectto the remarks
made by the hon. gentleman as to the Pacific Railway. It is
very easy tosay that the bargain was an improvident one.
It is very easy to say now that the Canadian Pacific Rail-;
way shareholders are going to make enormous fortunes. 1]
hope they will make large fortunes, for they have mow
enormous risks. Sir, if these men had not been found, if
one or two men of a thousand had not been found, men of:
enthusiasm as well as of wealth, men who thought more of’
the glory of the high position they would be placed in in!
the eyes of their countrymen and in the eyes of posterity,!
by the construction of one of the greatest lines of railway:
in the world, if we had not been fortunate enough to get
millionaires enthusiastic enough to risk their millions in
this work, we might have dragged on for the next twenty.
years as we have been for the last twelve. But I believe
and know that these men will succeed, and I hope they will
receive a~due reward for all their risks and anxieties,
and for giving up twelve or fourteen of the best years
of Lheir lives, as they each must do, to carry out this great
work ; and we shall be repaid speedily, immediately, with~
out apy further delay, by having this great raiiway binding
together all portions of our wide Dominion, and conneeting
the Atlantic with the Pacific. I would, if I were a member

eompaniea have fuiled, others havo not failed.

‘put upon their lands.
.doing so.
-day. There was, it is true, an anxiety among the people,

of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, tender my most
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cordial thanks (o my hon. friend opposite for the speech he
has made to-night. There are no shadows in his speech
with reapent to the Capadian Pacific Railway Company.
They aro allin sunshine; they are making their millions
and millions; and yet, Mr. Speaker, if we look at the money
articles in the financial papers in England, we do not find
any such glowing expectations. The Money Market Review,
The Trade Circular, The News, The Times, and almost-every
other paper in London, have come out with articles stating
that the railway was & ruinous enterprise, that it could not
pay, and warning bondholders, warning eapitalists, warning
every persen against touching this scheme as wild, improvi- -
dent, extravagant and as involving certain ruin. The heon.

entleman well deserves the best thanks of the Canadian

acific Railway Company; and as a great friend of that
Company, and anxious that they should succeed to the
ulmost extent that the hon. gentleman can paint, I shall
make it my special duty to send & large number of copies
of my hon. friend’s speech to England, in order to show that
not only does the Government of Canada, headed unworthily
by myvelf, believe that that railway is a profituble enterprise .
for those who have undertaken it, but that the leader of the
Opposition, thatgentloman who opposed tho granting of their
charterhas in his plaee in Parliament chosen to state his beliet
that they are going to make untold millions out of it ; and
if I were a monied man after reading my hov. friend’s
speech, I would be apt to make an investment with Land
Grant .Bonds and in the stoek of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company. But, Mr. Speaker, I fear that I am liring
you—that I am falling into the error of my hon. friend
opposite in prematurely discussing questions which ought

roperly to be discussed when the measures are before Par-
Eument and all the information in the power of the Depart-
ments to give is in the hands of hon. gentlemen. Becanse
there is a Bill promised in the Speech for the consolidation
and amondment of the Public Lands Act, the hon. gentle-
man could not refrain from attacking the policy of the
Government in reference to the management of the public
lands. Sir, when that subject comes up aud full informa-
tion regarding it is laid before the House, I shall be only
too glad, as the Minister primarily responsible for the
management of the lands of the North-West, to meet the hon.
gentleman and discuss tho question fully and fairly and
frankly. I do not admit that the establishment of coloniza-
tion companies has been a failurc. On the contrary, Mr.
Speaker, [ believe that those companices which have shown
vitality have been of use, are of use, and will be of nse to
the North-West. The hon. gentleman said in ono part of his
speech very traly that a considerable portion of the immi-
gration into the North-West went fiom the Province of
Osntario. Those men who went from the Province of
QOntario did not regumire any middlemen; thoy went
np knowing well enough what they songht, and
when they got there they got what they did seek.
Under the law no man is obliged to have resort to a mid-
dleman. Every man can go up and choose his «wn home-
stead, and get his contiguous quarter section. Every man
has the whole country to roam over; but the great

difficulty is to get the emigration from the old country.

Few emigran's are ab'e to come to this country, p~y for
their preemption, build -their house, and prepare for the
enltivation of their soil, Though some of the colonization
Some have
been exceedingly active, apd exceedingly successful. One
or two of them have alveady fulfilled everything they
promised, and have put in.every settler they promised to
Others are now in the process of
This is & mutter which ¢anmot be done in a

especislly of the.Dominion, and spme in England, to acqaire

-lands, thinking they could keep them uniil, by the process

of settlement, the land would rise in value without apy
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action of theirs. Bat that has all disappeared now. We
insisted that there should be a substantial payment, that
they should put on annually so many immigrants on their
grounds, and they have tho greatest inducement to do so.
They have paid their money. If they do not carry out
the conditions of the colonization scheme, they will lose
their money, and the consequence is that these colonization
companies that had paid their money have their agents in
Europe, and I believe that much of the immigration that
will come to this country during the next year will be
cansed-and assisted by those companies. They mustdo go in
order to save their money, and that does not prevent the
settler who chooses to look for himself from settling on
any land that he fences. Under the only plan in force,
Plan No. 1 as it is called, no man can be provented from
settling on an even numbered quarter section. The fact
that a grant of land is made of 20,100, or 1,000 townships
does not exclude the emigrant settler, IIe cansettic on the
even numbered lotsin spite of the company that has the

grant. If the company helped that man in any way, they |

will get due credit for him as an emigrant settler by the
company, but not otherwise. The hon. gentleman chooses
to snecr at the various denominations and classes of people
who have formed themselves into colonization companies.
I am glad tosay we have had several denominations getting
large tracts of land for the purpose of settlement. Isuppose
the hon. gentleman will admit that the Wesleyan body isan
important body, in England as well as in Canada. They
have applied for and have received a tract of land. They
are now using all the organizations of that large and respect-
able body in England to bring out the viery best classes of
emigrants to the North-West. The Primitive Methodists
and other religious denominations have dcne the same
thing, and 1 believe have mnearly settled all the
lands given to them under the colonization system.
While we desire to settle the. country, it 1s to
be remembered that Parliament has exacied a promise
from us and our predecessors that, if the Can:dian Pacific
Railway was to be built, any money. advanced in its con-
struction was to be repaid cut of the sale of lands in the
North-West. The Muackenzie Government made an appro-
priation of millions of lands for the purpose of paying the
expense of building that road. We carried out the same
policy. We have been more successful in the application of
it, but the Government before us, as well as the present
Government, was committed to this policy, that the
expense of building the road scress the prairie should
not fall upon the people of the older provivces. That]
vich country is able {0 build its own railways and the
pledge was that the road should be built out of the sale of
those lands. You heard the statement made by the hon.
member for Pictou, that already, under their engagements
which cannot be broken, because we have the pledges of the
instalments paid in which.these companies will not forfeit,
of tho $25,000,000 that the people of Canada are pledged
to pay tho Canadian Pacific Railway Company, valid eon-|
tracts are now made for upwards of $10,000,000. Of this]
$2,000,000 have been paid in hard cash and the sales will go
on for the next few years at an accelerated ratio much
beyond the sales of the past two years. It ought to be
gratifying to overy member of this House, as it will be to
the country, to know that already fully half of the whole
cxpense of building that railway is already provided for and
that, as I hal occasion 1o say in 1873 and again in 1879,
not one single farthing of the cost of building the railway
should fall on the older Provinces. We will have that great
country opencd up, and every farthing will be paid out of
1ts own resources for its own railway. I must apologize
for having spoken solong. [ do not understand fl;gm my
hon. friend opposite that an amendment is going to be in-
troduced. 1 can state agsin I have mo eomplaint to make
of the spirit of the criticisms of my hon. friend; they were

mude fully in & parliamentary way, and with that charm of
nrenner and eloquence which is his peculiar property. I
am very glad to join with him in the belief that although
we may differ in our political viewa, as to the best means of
Kmmoting the interests of the country, we, being actuated
y the common dexire for the good of our country, may join
together sometimes. If wedo differ, it is because our judg-
ment is not the same. We cannot look eye to eye and mind
to mind, but while we will insist on our own opinion, we
will give due credit to those opposed to ug, being actuated
by thesame patriotic desire ~f promoting the interests of the
country, as we feel we will by the measures we introduce.

Mr. MITCHELL. Ido notintend to take much of the
time of the House in relation to the subject matter in the
Speech, but mersly arise to call attontion to & matter that
was passingly referred to by the hon. member for West-
moreland as an omission from the Speech. It is i reference
to the clause referring to the ro-arrangement of the fran-
chise. I should have liked very much if the Ministry of
the day in inserting this paragraph in the Speech: 1t is
important that the laws relating to the represertation of
the people in Parliament should be amended, and the elec-
toral franchiges existing in the several Provinces assimi-
lated,” should have added that they would at the same timo
re-distribute the representation in the Province to which I
belong. I may say that there is a very gross outrage upon
the people of that Province in the existing state of the
representation of the different counties they are in. While
[ am not going to comment upon the Speech itself, I may
simply, en passant, compliment, as other hon. gentlsmen havy
done, the mover and seconder of the Address for tho very
handsome manner in which they have performed their
duties ; but I wish to call the attention of the House to this
point, and I think it will be very much in the interests of
the Province of New Brunswick for the Ministry to take
into their consideration. I make the suggestion in a
friendly spirit. The bon. member for Westmoreland hoped
that the Government would deal with this matter before the
end of the present Parliament, but, I hope they will deal
with it this very Session, and iun the very Bill that is now
proposed. I would call the attention of the House {o the fact
that in the Province of New Brunswick the representation
has romained unchanged so far back as the memory of
living men extends, though the constituencies have increased
or diminished in population. This representation should
have been re-arranged at the time of Confederation, but
there were difficulties in the way. Now that the question
of the franchise is to be dealt with, I do hope that the
Government will congider the incongruities of the repre-
sentation in New Brunswick, and that when they bring in
their Bill they will do that justice to New Brunswick to
which I consider she is entitled. My hon. friend, the
Minister of Finance, smiles at my proposal. He knows as
well as I.do that what I am stating is strictly correct. I
will give a few instances of the disproportionate represen-
tation from that Provinee. The County of Westmereland
a8 appears by the last Census, has a population of 37,719
souls, and has only one member in this House. The County
of Sunbury has a ulation of only 6,651, six times less
than the County oprestmorelnnd, and yet it returns onc
member. The County of York, so ably represented by tho
hon. gentleman opposite, has a population of 30,397, while
the Conuty of Restigouche has only 7,058, Take the County
of No.thumberland, which I have tte honor to represent
with a great deal of satisfaction, I am sure, to many mom-
bers of this House, it has & population of 25,109, as against
the population of the County of Albert of 12,329, and
I am ve Iad to see its representative on this side
of the House, The County of Kings has a population of
25,617, while Queen’s alongside of it has only14.017. The -

| Gounty of Charlotte, so long ably represented by my hon,
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friend and my able colleague, of twenty-eight or thirty
years ago, has a population of 26,087, while the County
of Viectoria, has a population of only 15, 686. There is the
City of St. John, so ably represented by the hon. Finance
Minister—although he has occasionally had a pretty hard
time, like myself, to get in—it has a population of 26,127,
while the County of St. John, which has two representatives,
has only 26,839, Take the County of Kent with its
22.618 inhabitants, again-t the County of Victoria with its
15,686 ; or the County of Gloucester with its 21,614 in-
habitants, and the County of Carleton with 23,365. The
average population of cach county in the Province is about
20,077, but there arc nine counties largely over that aver-
age, and six countics a long way under it. Now this mis-
representation has continued long enough, and I for one
chall not be satisfied to have the Government tell this House
that before the end of this Parliament they will deal with
this matter. Their ienure, like our own tenure, is very
uncertain, and it is hard to say, strong and powerful as they
are to-day, how long they may continue so, though I hope
they may continue so for some time yet, for I want to see
them do a great deal more in the way of protection, than
they have yet done. At the same time in dealing with the
question of the franchise, and when their attention has been
called to the incongruities I have mentioned, I think they
ought to deal with this matter; and they will be neglect-
ful of their duty if they do not deal with it, especially as
they are about legislating on a cognate subject.
1 do not intend to take up any time in discussing the affairs
of the country, or in reviewing the Speech which has been
submitted to this Houzc—there will be ample opportunity
for doing that before the Session is over; but merely make
these few remarks with the hope that the Government will
make no delay in remedying the evils I have complained
of, and I hope when they bring in this Bill it wiil contain

provisions regarding the representation of Now Branswick |

in this House that will prove eati~fuctory to the people of
that Province. _

Mr. TASSE (Translution). Mr. Speaker, it is not
my intention to prolong the debate nor to comment
on the Address in answer to tho Speech from the Throne,
now submitted to our consideration. First of all, I
must say that I fully corcur in the praise given
to the hon, member for Pictou (Mr. Tupper), and
to the hon. member for Westmoreland (Mr. Wood).
The hon. member for Pictou promises to worthily follow in
the steps of a man who to-day occup:ies one of the highest

ositions among the political men of this country; and the
Eon. member for Westmoreland has proved bimself a very
valuable and useful acquisition to this House. I must
thank him for his friendly expression towards the French
clement of New Brunswick, and do not wonder that, in
retarn for his sympathy for that important part of the pop-
ulation of New Brunswick, he has obtained the confidence
of a large majority of the electors of that county, who are
of French descent. My satisfaction would be complete, Mr.
Speaker, were it not that I see with regret that this year
we have departed from an old and solemn usage, if I can
thus express myse!f, which alone can give satisfaction to
the majority as well as to the minority in this House.
Until now, the Address in answer to the Speech from the
Throne has always been moved -or reconded either in
English orin French. Therefore I hope that what happened
to-day is purely accidental, and that it is not the intention
to use it as a precedent. At Quebec, where the majority is
French, the Address at the opening of each Session is invari-
ably proposed or seconded either in French or in English, a
practice which alone can givesatisfaction to the majority and
the minority. We, the French of Canada, make no excep-
tions to this rule, and, for my part, I am the less disposed

to forego anything affeciing in any way our rights and
privileges. For some time I have marked that a certain |
Mr. MITOHELL,

newspaper of Ontario, which exerts considerable influence
amongst hon, members sitting on the opposite side of this
House—the Globe of Toronto—has been waging war against
the French language. I avail myself of this the first oppor-
tunity which has presented itself, to declare that I have no
sympathy for those who wounld have us, tho French of
Canada, recounce the French langnage, which was the first
spoken in this country; a language in which the first
batt'es of speech, in our old legislative halls in favor of our
political liberties, took place; a language which it is our
intention te transmit 1o our descendants as intact as it was
given to us by our ancestore. Well, Mr. Speaker, for these
reasons I regret that we should, in 1ibis instance, have
dcparted from the rule followed until now, and I hope iv will
not be used as a precedent in the future.

Resolution agreed te,
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved:

That the said Resolation be referred toa Select Committee, composed
of Sir Leonard Tilley, Sir Charles Tupper, Sir Hector Langevin, Mr.
Taupper, Mr. Wood and the mover, to prepare and report a draft of an
Address in answer to the Speech ot His Excellency the Governor General
to the Houses of Parliament, in conformity with the said Resolution.

Motion agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the Committes, re-
ported thedraftof an Address, which was read the first and the
second time and ordered to be engrossed, and to be present,
ted to His Excellency by such Members of this House as arr
Members of the Privy Council.

, SUPPLY.
Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved:

That this House will, on Friday next, resolve itself into a Com-
mittee to consider of a Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
Sir- LEONARD TILLEY moved :

That this House will, on Friday next, resolve itself into a Com-
mittee to consider of the Ways and Means for raising the Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That a Special Committee of seven Members be appointed, to prepare
and report with all convenient speed, Lists of Members to compose the
Select Standing Committees ordered by this House on Friday the 9th
instant, said Committee to be composed of Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir
Leonard Tilley, Sic Charles Tupper, Sir He¢tor Langevin, and Messrs.
Blake, Mackenzie, and Laurier.

Motion agreed to.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES.
Mr. BOWELL moved :

That a Select Committee, comprising Messrs. Béchard, Bergin, Charl-
ton, Colby, Desjardins, McDonald %Gape Breton), Koss (Middlesex),
Scriver and Wkite (Cardwell) be & Committee to supervise the official
report of the Debates during the present Session.

Motion agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD presented a Message from
His Excellency the Governor General.

- Mr. SPEAKER read the Message as follows: —

Lorne. .

The Governor General transmits to the House of Commons, the
accompanying Copy of a Despatch from the Right Honorable the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, in reply to an Address to Her
Majesty the Queen, from the Senate and the House of Commons, pre-
sented to His Excellency in May, 1882. .

GovernMERT Housg, OTTAWA,

- 12th February, 1883,
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1883.
Governor General the
.G

ight Honorable The Earl of Kimberley to
The Big Marquis of Lorne, K.T., G C. M.

Dowxise STREET, June 12, 1862.

—I have received and laid before the Queen, the Address to
Her Majesty from the Senate and House of Gommons of Canada in
Parliament assembled, which was transmitted in your Lordship’s
! f the 16th of May. .
def?: go?nmanded by He{ Majesty to request that you will convey lo
the Senate and House of Commons, Her appreciation of the renewed
expression of their unswerving loyalty an devotion to Her Majesty’s
roment. .
peg&nl?;ités%o::m always gladly reccive the advice of the Parliament
of Canada on all matters relating to the Dominion, and the-administra-
tion ot its affairs; but with respect to the questions referred to in the
Address, Her Majesty will, in accordance with the constitution of this
country, have regard to the advice of the Imperial Parliament and
Ministers, to |whom all matters relating to the affsirs of the United
Kingdom exclusively appertzin.
I have, &c.,
(Signel)

Mr Lorp,

KIMBERLEY.
The Marquis of LozrNE.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD moved the adjonrnment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 10.10 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
TuoEspAy, 13th February, 18-3.

" The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRrAYERS.
PROCEDURE IN CRIMINAL CASES.
Mr. McCARTHY, in introducing Bill (No. 2) to

amend an Act respecting procedure in Criminal Cages and
other matters velating to Criminal Law, said: The Bill
which I have the honor to introduce deals with three sub-
jects: the first being the subject dealt with in a Bill which I
introduced last year, that is the giving to every person
accused the liberty to give evidence in his own behalf. 1
have limited this power to those who are charged
w'th misdemecano:s, and have not allowed it in all cases, and
1 have added a provision suggested by one of the learned
judges last year. The Bill provides that if the criminal does
not tender himself as a witueéss, that fact should not be the
subject of comment by the counsel for the Crown, and the
judge shall direct the jury that it should not ‘weigh
against the accused. The sccond part of the Bill is also
proposed on the suggestion of one of the judges from the
Provinee from which I have the honor to come. Itisa
matter of form simply, and provides that in the event of a
judge appointed to hold ass'ze not being able to keep his
appointment, the court shall stand adjourned, 7pso facto, until
-he arriver. 1t happened recently in one case that the judge
was not able to attend the court, and the sheriff, whose
duty it was to adjourn ihe assize, failed to do so. The
result was that several criminals had to be tried
twice, it being thought that all the trials which
took place at that assize were illegal. The third pro-
vision of the Bill is for the purpose of doing away with the
right of the Crown to a peremptory challenge. My at-
tention was called to this subject by a discussion which took
place it the courts of Ontario upon the question of where
the power rests to deal with the matter of juries. By the
Actof 1869.right is given to the Crown to challenge peremp-
torily, but I doubt whether that is in the power of the House
to confer, and I think, therefore, it is better to remove the
assumed power from the Statute-book until the question is
determined. But beyond that,in my humble judgment, it is an
unfair right for the Crown 1o have. The Crown now has the

right, as it always has had, to direct every juror on the
panel to stand aside until the panel be exhausted, and that
seems to me to be quite sufficient protection to the Crown
in the selection of a jury, without the additional right of
challenging peremptorily and without assigning causec.
These are the three matters doalt with by the Bill.

Rill read the first time.

BILL INTRODUCED.

The following Bil was introduced, and road the first
time : —

Bill (No 3) for constituting a Court of Railway Comm ¢-
gioners for Canada, and to amend the Consolidated Railway
Act of 1879.—(Mr McCarthy.)

SUPREME COURT OF CANADA.

Mr. LANDRY (Translation). Is it the intention of
the Government to bring forward and gasa, during the pre-
sent session, & measure depriving the Supreme Court of all
jurisdiction over maticrs covered by the Civil Code of the
Province of Quebec ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD (Translation). This mattor
is under consideration.

REPORT.

Mr, SPEAKER presented a statemont of the receipts and
disbursements of the Accountant of the House of Commons
for the yoar ending 30th June, 1882, signed by the Auditor
General.

INLAND SHIPPING DISASTERS.

Mr. DAWSON moved for a Roturn of all correspondenco
relating to the disasters which have occurred to Canadian
vessels navigating the Great Lakes and the Georgian Bay,
within the past three years; together with the reports of
persons appointed to enquire into the causes of these dis-
asters; the names of the vessels lost or stranded, and the
ports from which they sailed. Also, a statement of the
reported loss of life in each case. He said: In making this
motion, Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent upon
me to draw the attention of this House and the country to
the great loss of life and property which has occurred on
the Great Lakes, and more especially on the Georgian Bay,
within tho past three years. It is something frightful ; and
from whatever canse it may bave arisen, the unseaworthi-
ness of the vessels, or the want of inspection, it is a matier
which should certainly be enquired into. To enable the
House to understand the position of the matter, I need
only read a list of the losses which have ocourred during that
time. In 1879, the Waubuno foundered in the Georgian Bay,
and all hands were lost. Itisnot known how many perished,
but it is supposed twenty-five. In 1880, the Simcoe foundered
off Providence Bay, Island of Manitoulin, and there were
some twelve persons drowned. Some escaped to the shore, in
quite a small boat, showing that it was not from stress of wea-
ther that the steamer went down, but from some other cause,
and I believe the cause was overloading. The steamer was
freighted with wheat, and the cargo shifted. In 1881, the
Jane Miller foundered off Wiarton, and not a person escaped.
The whole crew and passengers were lost, In this case, ay
in that of the Waubuno, it was not known how many went
down. In these cases there is always an attempt to conceal
the number. In the case of the Jane Miller, it was said that
twenty-five were lost; but it is well known that in the fall of
the year—this disaster took place in November—rvessels
running up Georgian Bay are always crowded, and it is highly
probable that more than twenty-five perished on that occa-
gion. In 1881,again, in the same month, one of the Colling-
wood line of boats running to Chicago, loaded with wheat,
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went down in Lake Michigar, after colliding with another
vessel. Fortunately only one man was lost on this occasion.
At the same time the Northern Queen, a very fine boat,
ruoning from Collingwood to Chicago, was stranded in
Lake Michigan and became a total loss. In 1881, the
same year, the Winnipeg, & very fine and large steamer,
running from Collingwood to Duluth, was burnt at Duluth.
Four lives were known to have been lost on this oceasion,
there may possibly have been more. There was no time for
escape. It would be well to enquire into the causes of
these accidents. In 1881, again, the Columbia, another
vessel belonging to the Collingwood line, and plying
between Chicago and Collingwood, foundered in Lake
Michigan off a place called Frankfort. In this, as in the
case of the Simcoe, the vessel was proved to have been
overloaded. The cargo, composed of grain, shifted. A
number of the passengers and crew escaped in a boat,
which could not stand a very heavy sea. Still, they
say the Columbia went down through stress of weather.
Fifteen lives were lost on that occasion. All these losses
form a terribie record, for ono summer, of loss of property
and life, and the question how those casualties arose should
be enquired into. Where did the fault lie? Did the officers
charged with inspecting steamers do their duty, or was the
law defective? Coming to 1882, about the 16th May, last
year, the Manifoulin, a very fine steamer, running between
Collingwood and Sault Ste. Marie, was burnt in Manito-
waning Bay. She took fire approaching Manitowaning ; the
captain headed her for the shore, but before she could
reach it the passengers had to jump into the water and
there was a great loss of life. But for the promptitude,

decision and energy of the captain there would have been
a much greater loss. Fortunately, many escaped, but
still many perished. What remained of the hull was taken |
to Manitowaning, and it is reported that on being cleared a
quantity of human bones was shoveled out, so that the
actual loss was never ascertained. In September, 1882,
the Asia foundered in Georgian Bay. Almost every one
koows of that terrible disaster. The boat was erowded
not only with people going up to Hastern Algoma:
but with many going to the lumber eamps, and:
I have heard the loss estimated as high as 200, never less
than 100, and probably it was 150. In Jumre, 1882, in the
north channel of Lake Huron, the Vanderbilt was burnt.
In November of the same year, another steamer, the Jose-
phine Kidd, was burned off Wiarton. Here is a terrible reeord
of no less than twelve vessels in threce years foundered or
burned, and of a loss of life which was something dreadful,
I believe there is a very perfect system of inspecting
machinery. The inspector is, I-understand, a competent
man, and the machinery is always inspected ; but it 18 also
necessary to inspect the hull, for if the hull is bad the ship
will go down in the first storm, though the machinery may
be perfect. I am very glad to see, by the Speech from
the Throne, that legislation will take place in respect to
this. - It is certainly very much needed, for the law, as it
now stands, has not been enforced. There is a law mnow,
but there are no inspectors, and no inspection of the
hulls, that I am aware of, has taken place. The conse-
quence is, a great loss of life and vessels. This question
has been very much discussed in Algoma, and I have had &
good many suggestions from captains of vessels and others,
as to the best mode to be followed. It is evident that
vessels navigating the lakes should have a line marked as in
ocean vessels, beyond which line they should not be loaded.
That depth line ought to be regulated by the inspector.
There should be a line for the fall as well as for the summer
season, I have some letters here from eaptains of vessels
whieh, I think, it will be interesting to read. One of these
is signed by two captains well known on the lakes, who
navigated the Quebec and Manitoba of the Sarnia-live fora

long time, one of them being now in commeand of the fine
Mr, Dawson,

steamer Compana, Capt. Anderson. They write me as
follows : —

‘‘ Samnia, January 3l1st, 1883.
¢8.J. Dawsox, Esq, M.P, Ottawa.

:Dgas Srr,—According to your request, we "hereby submit a few 0P
the reagons why we think our Parliament ghould pass a law compelling
all masters and mates of passenger steamers to undergo an examination
before a competent Board of lake sailor men, and obtain a certificave
of competency before being allowed to fill either of these positions.

“1st. Every master to retain his position should have successtully
commanded a boat say three or five years, and those not having done
80, should undergo an examination proving themselves worthy of a
trial, such examinations to consist of such questions as follows :—

“2nd. What would you do in case of an accident to the engine
during a storm?

¢ 3rd. In case you thonght your boat was going to founder, how
would you proceed to care tor your people, in regard to lowering your
yawl boats or otherwise ?

t4th. What would you do in case of fire ?

¢ 5th. In regard to foggy weather what would you do, and in case
‘yiour z)oat goes ashore, what, in your opinion, is the first thing to be

one?

‘“ 6th. Do you unierstand handling sails, anchors and charts?

‘“These questions, Mr. Dawson, are very important, as we know we
have a good many masters to-day that do not know any of those things;
also & good many mea now in charge, that, supposing their rudder
should break, would be completely at a loss what to do. We have had
several instances of this, and also of those who, if their boat got into the
trough of the sea in bad weather, would not know how to get her out
of it, and the result might be disastrous.

¢ Now as regards mates, we think they should prove, to the satisfaction
of the ‘Board of Examiners,’ that they have served a reasonable time
in that or other positions on the lakes, and that their qualifications are
such as to enable them to fill the position.

¢ Ag to who is to compose the Board of Examinors, we think there
ought to be three men who have commanded steamers on our lakes for
say ten or fifteen years, and would recommend one for Lakes Ontario
and Erie and the other two to take the Detroit and St. Clair River,
Lake Huron, Georgian Bay and Lake Superior.

‘¢ Also we wish you to impress upon the Govercment the necessity of
all passenger steamers on our lakes being supplied with life rafts
capable of carrying at least fifty people.

* We consider something should be done respecting the buoys and
beacons in the Sault Ste. Marie River and North Channel, ag there has
been a great deal of dissatisfaction since Captain Joseph Wilson gave
up the charge of them. As they have beeg placed lately it his been
extrenm iy dangerous for strangers.

¢ Now, Mr. Dawson, these are a few of our ideas in the rough, pleaso
put them in preper shape and present them, and if you require our
pervices any further command us.

“Yours truly,

¢ Jas. B. SyMES,
¢ K. B. ANDZRSON.

¢P. 8.—The Beard of Examincrs, in cur opinion, should be the Hull and
Equipment [nspectors.”

Now, I have another letter from a rteamboat captain who
has sailed on the Ifites half his life, and who has had a

reat deal of cxpoerience—]1 mean Captain Dick, of Toronto.

© 5ays :

 SQeveral steamers bave been lost from overlonding For instance,
the Waubuno wes overloaded, and no doubt her false sides were rotten.
The Columbia en Lake Michigan overioaded, and for the cause of the
disaster see particulars in Scrap Book. The Jane Miller overloaded
and was unfittéd for the service she was engaged in. In the Asia case
it is not probable that the exact number logt will be ever known ; her
loss cannot be attributed to unseaworthiness nor overloading, the
vessel was not properly ballasted or trimmed. Had the Asia been
drawing eight féet forward and npine feet aft, 1 feel safe in saying
there would have been no loss unless she had struck a rock, and there
was no_evidence to the effect that ehe did- More care than formerly
should be used regarding the strengtheaing of bulwarks and ths sup-
ports of the upper cabins and engine room. 1t is not the fault of our
models or build of our vessels alone that has caused so many losses, but
overloading, imperfect loading, old age, and little or no reprirs. The
inspection never called for the steamers to-be laden to any safe lime,
nor do I believe the last Steamboat Act demands it. It is very necessary,
and I would suegest a summer load line and s spring and fall line.
The loss of the steamer JAanito lin was supposed to be
caused .by the breaking of a lamp and spilling of the oil.
All steamboat lamps should be made with bras3s bowls, such as Piper's
Safety Marine Lamp, that cannot be broken or epill oil. N.o glass
lamps should be used on a steamboat. Steamboat oil rooms and lamp
rooms should be lined with zinc or tin, and also the floor. They should
be kept sgrupulously clean. This department should be strictly looked
safter, Passenger stemmers ought not to carry any combustible
material. Steamboats eught to be inspected early in order to give
ownerp an opportun'ty to do the 1eguired 1epairs to make their vessels
seaworthy and pass the required inspection. In many cases it might
be found necegzary to raise the boilers to ascertain the condition of
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both hull and boilers. This work should not be impgsed on a steam-
boat owner at an unreasonable time. Steamboats are usually too
heavy and not easily bandled ; lighter boats wo-ld be more usefal and
easier handled ; a sufficiency of life rafts should be carried. There
should be no diﬂicnlt{ in having a register of all passengers on steamers ;

the ticket agent could give his number sold and name of passengers.

The purser could also ascertain all names of those coming on board,
and leave the list with Customs officers, and any discrepancy might be
reported at the next port of call. This applies to lake boats. Ferries
would be an exception. . L .

¢ The Simeoe, of the Georgian Bay Navigation Company’s line
rebuilt from the remains of an oid burned bargue, was not suitable for
1ake navigation, her loss occurred from not being seaworthy. A great
deal has been said of the dangerous navigation of the Georgian Bay. I
never saw it any worse or as bad_as Lake Ontario. Our ordinary lake
boats, in good repair and condition, are quite safe for the navigation
mansged by competent officers. A new survey should be made of
the Georgian Bay. From the short time occupied by Capt. Bayfield in
making his survey, and the inadequate means at his command, it is hot
to be wondered at that there are many omissions. In the interest of
pavigation, for the above reasons, the north shore of Lake Superior
ahoufd alsoreceive the attention of the Government. I would recommend
close, careful inspection of all steamers at least once a year, and in the
event of accident, a second examination. Masters and engineers should
promptly report to the proper quarter any accident to huill or
machinery.”’
Now, Sir, these opinions are very valuable, coming asthey do
from men of great experience, and I bave no doubt that the
Department of Marine and Fisheries will avail themselves
of the information given. The fact of so many vessels
having been lost from the carrying of wheat, shows the
necessity of adopting some means of inspection on the
Great Lakes, such as they have on the ocean, which obliges
skippers to have the wheat put in sacks, or to have shifting
boards in the vessel. 1 have myself been on board vessels
where the wheat shifted from one side to the other to such
an extent as almost to make them unmanageable. It is
dangerous to carry wheat in the fall of the year, when it is
put in bulk on the boat and with nothing to prevent its
shifting and rolling. I know it is very difficult in a country
like ours, where we bave only six montbs of pavigation, to
get experienced sailors who for six months of the year must
be out of employment. That must be admitted on all
hands, but still somewhat more care might be exercised
than at present in the choice of crews. I have been myself
on these lakes in a storm, when the g eater part of the
crew, instead of being on hand to help the captuin, ram
down to the hold to say their prayers. Where you have
men of that kind who are not accistomed to
navigation, accidents must occur. I have heard a
captain say that on one occasion when he intended to
anchor in a storm there was not a man on brard who was
able to help him to put out the anchor, the pilot and
engineors, of course, being occupied at their respective
posts. While T am on this subject, T may say that it is

necessary that a better hydrographic survey should be made:

of the Georgian Bay and the north coast of Lake Superior.
There are shoals and sunken rocks on these lakes. Kxperi-
encel captains know where they are, but many of these

shoals and rocks arc not laid down in the charts, or are but

imperfectly laid down. I have scen maps on which the
shoals were marked down by the captain, and these maps
were sent to the Admiralty as reliable, without any

hydrographic survey baving been made at all. Now, that]

is worse than 1if they had not been marked at all. It would

not cost a great deal, the shoals being now well known, to:

have a survey made that would indicate their exact porition.
This is a very serious matter indeecl. Ihave just read alist

to the House of a large number of vessels foundored aud a-

large number burnt. People in my constituency have no
way of reaching their homos cxcept over the waters of
Georgian Bay, and overy time they go out they have to
eneounter these dangers. Of the ves-els of the Georgian
Bay lino which navigated these lakes three years ago, not a
single one, except one .propeller, the Northera Belle, is now
in existence. Not only does the counntry suffer in the loss
of life, but there is a great loss of property as well
The people lost on thoso vessels were not those who were

seeking homes, but comprised mon who had established

‘themselves in the country, and although we do not know how

many are lost, lot anyone pass throngh Eastern Algoma and
he wil! find almost every other house in mourning and desola-
tion for the loss of members of the family by shipwreck.

Among the passengers lost by the burning of the Manitoulin
were many of great value to a new country, Among these
Mr. Robert Henry, who possessed considerable wealth, and
around whom & settlement of a thousand souls had grown
up on the Island of Manitoulin, was lost on the burning of
the Manitoulin ; and- a. brother, Mr. William Heunry, of
Toronto, who was also possessed of considerable wealth, and
went up in the fall to look after his dead brother's affairs,
was lost on the 4sia. Here are two members of one family

lost in different vessels, and these are mno solitary
instances. There are many families, as I have said, on

the Island of Manitoulin and Hastern Algoma who
have lost members of their families in vesscls foundered
or burned on those waters. Something should bo
done in order {o procure a proper inspection of boats,
both as regards hulls and boilers, so that property should

not be sacrificed to the cupidity of vesscl owners who might
gend rotton tubs and old craft to run on the Georgian
Bay. There should be some system of registering vessels.

Tt could be very easily done by tho Custom House officers

at the different ports, whose duty it should be to see that
vessels are properly loaded, and they are quite capable of
judging as to whether they were overloaded or not. This
is not the first time the subject has been before the public.
The newspapers havo called attention to it frequently, and I
will read a short cxtract, which is very much to the point,
from a letter signed *“ Old Salt,” published in the Toronto
Globe, of November, 1831, The writer says:

¢ To show the importance of a better method for grain cargoes, I quote
from the Globe of September 16th, 1881, the following from the state-
ment made by one of the survivors of the Columbia, which left Chicago
with 20,000 bushels of corn :—* A very heavy sea struck us, causing the
shifting of the cargo, and making the vessel careen so much that she
became unmanageable. Every possible effort was made to get her up-
right again, but without avail, the sea running so high that she would
not answer her helm.” The Columbia went down in three-quarters of
an hour ; and five families were orphaned, while ten or twelve unmarried
men lost their lives.. A boat from the Columbiu got through several
miles to land, so that the sea, though very hifh, could not have been so
high that th~ Columbia would not have lived. 8he would have lived
had the cargo not shifted. Who is responsible for the loss of theae
men’s lives ? OCan we escape responsibility in the matter, if vessels are
allowed to go out without proper precaution and equipment ?”’

Again, the Mail, a journal supporting the Government, inan
editorial article dated November 27th, 1879, said :

¢t Just how the ill-fated passengers and crew of the Waubuno met their
death, whether they wentdown with the old tub or took to the boatsonly
to be swallowed up, will probably never be known; nor can any
chronicler tell what happened during the agony of the crisis. The
master of the Waubuno is eaid to have been a man ¢f courage, and no
donbt he did his duty; butit isa fact that be was anything but an
experieaced navigator. Captain Burkitt was a storekeeper five years
ago, and rose to the post of master with a rapidity paralleled only in
Canadian lake navigation, where the purser of to-day is to-morrow the
captain, with the responsibility of human life on his hands. The
system, or perhaps it would be better to say the want of system, that
germits this sort of promotion is a blot on our humane legislation.

hip owners seem to think that any man may command a vessel, and
passenger steamers were plying their trade on the lakes during the
season which has just closed under the command of wholly inccmpetent
officers. No qualification is required by law. The owner may appoint
whom he pleases, and there is nobody to object but the underwriter,
who is more concerned about the hull and cargo than for the human
freight. It is true that running & steamboat on the inland waters is
not a difficult business in fine weatber and within sight of the shore,
but when a sudden storm arises or a collision threatens, it is a task
demanding not only nerve and coolness, but trained seamanship,
and of that thbree-fifths of the passenger steamer and propeller
masters know little or nothing. The Dominion Government, with
whom it rests, should take up this subject forthwith and adopt a
modification of the English Shipping Act of 1854. A Board
of Marine Examiners should be appointed to examine and graut
certificates to masters and mates, and violations of the Act
ghould be punished with the utmost severity. We are aware that a
measare of this kind has been introdneed before, and that the ship
owners strangled it, their main contention being {hat it would involve
a heavy outlay, as trained seamen would expect bigher wages than
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amateurs or greenhorns, But are the pockets of ship owners to be con-
sidered before the safety of human life ? '

I believe Ihave said enough to draw the attention of the
Government to this very important qnestion, People can-
not travel over those waters without running the risk of
being burned or drowned. Not a single vessel which was
on the Georgian Bay line threc years ago, except one, is
now in exisionce, and that is a very sad state of matters.
I beg to move the Resolution.

Mr. McLELAN. The papers in connection with this im-
portant subject will be brought down at an early a day as
possible. 1 regret very much I was unable to hear all the
remarks of the hon. gentleman. I know it is a question in
which he has taken a very deep interest ; it is a question, too,
in which the people have a great interest, an interest that
is increasing in proportion as the traffic on our western
waters increases ; and the attention of the Government, and
more particularly to the Department over which I havethe
honor tv preside, has been drawn to the importance of the
subject, and to the disasters which have occurred on those
waters and which have been attended with such serious loss
of life. Our attention has beendirected mainly to the point
which the hon. member, so far 28 I could gather, has brought
up: how far we can make the vessels more scaworthy, how
far we can improve their management, and how far we can
improve the loading of the vessels upon those waters., The
attention of the Government and of my Department has
been turned to those various points, and it is proposed that
we should ask the House for some legislation which we
think necessary in order, if possiblo, to make the vessels
more seaworthy, that life may be more sceure on board of
them, The hon, gentleman has referred to the inspection
of hulls, and I understood him to say that we had no inspec-
tors, There were two engaged in Ontario during last sum-
mer, but one unfortunately was off duty for some weeks
owing to sevore illness. It is probable that the legislation
which will be asked for will require some different qualifica-
tions on the part of the inspectors from what was required
by the legislation of last Session, and therefore we do not
provide the complement of inspectors for that district until
we should see whether the House would grant such
additional legislation as we believe is required. But
two have been employed during the past season since
the Act came into operation. The hon., gentleman has
referred to the fact that several shoals have beon dis-
covered on Georgian Bay. The attention of the Department
also has been called to this matter, and we have been in
communication with the Admiralty, to learn on what terms
we can have an officer, or if they can furnish an officer, to
take charge of the survey of those western waters, and
place on their charis all the shoals and rocks that may be
found there not already laid down on the charts. As the
hon. gentloman says, it is not advisable to have this
done in a hap-hazard manner, but to set down clearly
the particular shoals which may exist. We do
not suppose that, on any information which we may be
able to send them, they would lay down on their charts
any rocks and shoals that are there to be found, and, there-
fore, we have asked them whether they can furnish us
with-a man properly qualified to take charge of such a
survey, in order that any shoals, which may not be already
down on the charts and which may be discovered to exist on
a resurvey, may be placed on the Admiralty chart, thus
obtaining the authority of the Admiralty. 1 may say, in
conclusion, Mr, Speaker, that the papers in question will
be brought down to the House atan early a day as possible.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I move that the Houso
do now adjourn. I do not seo the leader of the Opposition
Mr. Dawson.

in the House just now, and I will consequently make the
explanations with regard to Ministerial changes to-morrow.

Motion agrecd to; anl (at 4:15 o’clock p.m.) tho House
adjourned.

IIOUSE OF COMMONS,
WEDNESDAY, 14th February, 1883.

The SreakERr took the Chair at Three o’cleck.

PRrRAYERS.

EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL CASES.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton), in introducing Bill (No-
4) to amend the Law of Evidence in Criminal Cases, said :
The object of the Bill is to enable persons who profess
doubts as to the existence of a Supreme Being, io give
evidence. In Ontario the law has been amended so as to
permit such persons to give evidence in civil cases, upon
making a solemn affirmation as provided in the law. I
think it is an anomalous state of affairs that we can accept
such evidence in civil cases but not in criminal cases, The
provision I propose is now contained in the law of England,
and I do not seo any reason why it should not be part of
the law of Canada.

Bill read the first time.

FRAUD IN RELATION TO PUBLIC CONTRACTS.

Mr. CASGRAIN, in introducing Bill (No. 5) for the
better prevention of fraud in relation to contracts involving
the expenditure of public moneys, said: I shall say only
ono word in relation to this matter. The object of the Bill
is to try to prevent bribery of contracters, or Govern-
ment employés, in conncction with public contracts. I
brought this Bill betore this House in the two previous
Sessions, but 1 have not had the opportunity of having it
carried through. I may say, for the information of the
hon. Minister of Public Works, that I have been able to
procure, this year, from the Parliament of Great Britain, a
copy of the Bill which the hon. gentleman said he wanted
to see before consenting to the passage of this measure, and
I shall have much pleasure in placing it at his disposal.
As this i3 a matter which ought not to be taken up by a
private member, but iz a matter of public importance, I
hope the Government, this year, will regard it in a favorable
light, and help me through with it instead of impeding it.

Bill rcad the first time.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were introduced, and read the first
time :—

Bill (No. ¢) to provide that persons charged with mis-
demeanors shall be competent as witnesses,—(Mr.
Cameron, Huron.)

Bill (No. 7) to amend the Criminal Law, and to extend
the provisions of the Act respecting offences against the
person.— (Mr.- Qameron, IHuron.)

MINISTERIAL EXPLANATIONS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, on moving the adjourn-
ment, said: I have been asked for explanations of changes
in the personnel of the Cabinet, It is not usual, in England,
to give explanations, unless there has been a change in the
whole Administration. The present Administration went to
the country. We were here last Session and are here now.
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There is an alteration in the persomnel. Mr. Mousseau,
Secretary of State, resigned and wentto Quebec, where he
held the position of Premier. Mr, O’Connor resigned on
account of ill-health, Mr. J. C. Pope resigned also on the
same account. Mr, Aikins resigned, and was appointed
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Manitoba. Mr.
Chapleau has become a member of the Government. I am
very sorry he is not here to-day at the beginning of the Ses-
sion ; but he has been stricken down by an acute attack of
bronchitis, which compelled him to resort to a
southern clime. Mr, Carling, the Member for London,
has become Postmaster-General. Mr. Costigan, of New
Brunswick, has been made Minister of Inland Revenus,
and the Hon, Frank Smith, of the Senate, is a member
of the Cabinet without a portfolio.

Mr. BLAKE. I learn from the hon. gentleman that he
suggests we should adopl the English practice. That has
not been the custom here. The hon. gentleman himself
has demanded explanations of changes very much less
important than those of to-day. He has given what he calls
explanations, but which are very much more like a catalogue
or calendar of changes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. A catalogue raisonné

Mr. BLAKE. No; a catalogue without reasons. The
hon. gentleman says that Mr. Pope, from Prince Edward
Island, left the Cabinet on account of ill-health. That
tact was made but too apparent to us all, as for a consid-
erable time the hon. gentleman was unfortunately disabled
from much of his ministerial duties. I remember very
well, when a vacancy took place by reason of the appoint-
ment to office of an hon. Minister who represented the Island
formerly, the cries of grief and indignation which pro-
ceeded from the supporters of the hon. gentleman because
there was no representative of Prince Edward Island
placed instead of that gentleman in the Cabinet. Iam glad
to observe that as times have changed : 0 have manners, and
the absence of a representative from the Island has been
received—I do not know whether there have heen any
muttered tones of grief poured into the private ear of the
hon. gentleman, whether there have been any suggestions
a8 to the injury done the Island in general, or Islanders in
particular—at any rate the public does not hear any more
the cries of injustice and wrong which vexed our ears on a
former occasion. The hon. gentleman has stated that Mr.
Costigan has accepted the office of Inland Revenue, and the
Hon. Frank Smith has been called to a seat in the Cabinet
without a portfolio. I supposein that instance, at any rate,
we should have had explanations, because I remember the
language used by the hon. gentleman on the subject of seats
in a Cabinet without a portfolio. In 1873, a Government
was formed in which there were two seats filled by gentle-
men without a portfolio. The hon, gentleman asking for
and receiving explanations of the formation of that Cabinet,
and learning that fact, used this language:

** There is another phase in the formation of this Government, and I
protest against it. I protezt against Mr. Blake being a member of the
Government without a portfolio and I protest against Mr. Scott holding
that same position. I say it is atterly unconstitutional. - I say there has
b.:en only one example of it—that of Lord Lansdowne--to which every-
body sabmitted, becanse he was a man ninety vears of age, and it was
thought to be a fitting compliment to him, though it wasan infringemert
of the Constitution. This country, Sir, wants no unpaid services, 1t
Wwants no unpaid officers, it wants and is able to pay every man for per-
forming its-ervices.”

I cannot render this protest, this denunciation of constitu-
tional doctrine, with the force, energy, vigor and spirit of
genuine indignation, at the violation of the Constitution,
which animated my hou. friend on that memorable occasion
when, seated under the gallery in the seat now occupied by
the hon. member for Montmagny, I was unable to say a
word for myseif, stricken down by the hon. gentleman’s
.eloquence. He has set me up again and relieved me from

the incubus of a violation of the Constitution. He has
announced, as the most natural thing in the world, that the
Hon. Frank Smith is 8 member of the Cabinet without
portfolio. Well, the Hon. Frauk Smith is not Lord Lans.
downe, and he is not ninety years old, and, therefore, the
reason which the hon. gentleman gave, asnot justifying, but
palliating the infringement of the Constitution in the case
of Lord Lansdowne, does not apply to the hon. Senator.
Therefore, I think, I may call for further explanations. I
may ask the hon. gentleman to say whether he was wrong
then or now, because it seems to me quite impossible he
could have been right on both occasions, unless there has
been a revolution in the Constitution. I observe that the
changes, the distribution of the great political prizes, which
belong to an Administration, gave rise to the same results,
differing a little from what the hon. gentleman propounded
at the outset of Confederation. I never thought that the
hon. gentleman was wise in laying down a cast-iron rule as
he did, that therc should be a certain number of members
and a certain proportion assigned to certain Provinces. I
always agreed that the interests of the couniry and
the exigencies of carrying on a Government, so as to
maintain the confidence ot the people, would necessitate
a representation of the Provinces in the Cabinet.
I believe it is important that this object should be a pro-
minent one in the formation of every Cabinet. But what
the hon. gentleman did was to declare, as the cause for thir-
teen Ministers, the fact that there ought to be a certain
proportion—five for Ontario, four for Quebec, two for Nova
Scotia and two for New Brunswick—because, as he explained,
one Minister from one of those smaller Provinces would
feel lonely without a colleague from the same Province in
the Council to assist him in reaching the conclusion and in
strengthening the aggressiveness from that Province, These
were the reasons the hon. gentleman assigned asthe con-
stitutional proportions of a Cabinet for our Confederation,
But times in that respect also have changed, for I observe
that we have no longer in the hon. gentleman’s Cabinet five
members from Ontario, but six members, and that to that
Province, besides the six members, are also assigned the
two great political prizes which come and go with Admin-
istrations, as we now learn from your precedent—the
Speakership of this House and the Speakership of the other
body. There are altogether sixteen, fourteen members of
the Cabinet and two holders of these prizes, and of these
Ontario receives eight, just one half. Well, the hon. gen-
tleman boasts to this House of some fifty-five followers
from Ontario, and he boasts nearly that many from
the neighboring Province of Quebec. No doubt,
as he has abandoned the principle of propor-
tion, and has come to the principle of fitness, we
must take this as a proof that his followers from
Ontario are stronger proporiionally—in their quality even
more than they are in their quantity—than from the Pro-
vince of Quebec. With such a great strength as I see in
reserve upon the benches from Ontario, I can congratulate

my friends from that Province upon the high appreciation,

the deserved appreciation, that they receive, not merely

absolately but relatively, in this Administration; and I
can cond-le with my hon, friends from the other Provinces
upon the position they occupy in the same 'sense. Not
merely are thesc proportions which the hon. gentleman

himself set up, violated, but when it was necessary to make

a change in the representation from Quebec, it was found

that no one at that time belonging to Parliament from that

Province was suitable, and my hon. friend was obliged to

look outside for the gentleman whose regretied illness

he has referred to, and introeduce him into the Cubinet, at

the special instance, I suppose, and for the special comfort

of my hon. friend the Minister of Public Works. Now,

I am glad to know that this happy family is no longer con-

stituted according to a cast-iron principle, and that the hon,
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gentleman has found, by experience, that it is impossible to
carry thatout ; but that he must have regard to the deserved
eminence and pre-eminence of hon. gentlemen from different
Provinces, and give to each in proportion to its capabilities
of supplying strength to the Administration from those
public men who are in his ranks at the time, The hon. gentle-
man did not tell us exactly when the Hon. Mr. Smith
was called to the Cabinet without a portfolio, nor did he
tell us exactly why; nordid he communicate to us—what I
think upon this occasion, if he had been disposed to deal
with us in a spirit of generosity and liberality and not con-
fine himself as far as possible within ihe letter of the rule,—
why Senator O’Donohue was not called to the Cabinet. I
think his explanation might have been added, and the story
without them is extremel® incomplete ; but 1sappose, after
what the hon, gentleman has said, we must be thankful for
what we have got, and not expect anything more; and, as
the hon. gentleman’s constitutional principle as to the forma-
tion of Cabinets has been violated, as what my hon. friends
from the Province of Quebec understood was the well settled
and reasonable rale on this subject has also been violated,
and as the hon. gentleman’s constitutional principles as to
Ministers in the Cabinets without portfolios have also been
violated, and all by himself, I leave to you his explanations.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I have no objection to
close the discussion with my hon, friend in the same kindly
spirit with which he has opened it. However, he is mistaken
in stating that on the formation ot the first Administration in
1867 welaid down any cast-iron rules. On the contrary, the
hon. gentleman will honor me so far as to go back to the
Debates of that occasion. 1 said that that principle could not
be carried out, that the object of uniting the Provinces was to
have one great Dominion, and that the principle of having
sectional representation could not be carried out, and could
not be adopted as a final principle of the Conmstitution. I
said, however, that as we were forming a new Confederation,
as each Province was returning a certain number of
members, and was naturally very anxious as to its
position in the Confederation, and that as we had
to take the initiation in the formation of the first
Government, we thought proper, in order to prevent
any injurious suspicions, and in order to bring in from
every section full support in the principle of Confederation,
80 to distribute the offices in the Cabinet as to give each
Province a representation; and we did so, giving the Pro-
vince of Ontario five members, Quebec four, and the other
two Provinces two each. I took also the precaution of
stating at that time that this kind of thing could not be
expected to go on forever, but that it was absolutely re-
quisite in order to start fair—if I may use the expression—
to commence auspiciously, that every Province should feel
that it had a proportionate representation in the Cabinet;
bat that in the future that could not be the case. I pointed
out that we hoped that Confederation would extend over
the whole of this continent, and that there would be very
many other Provinces entering Confederation in the future,
and that therefore this arrangement was a temporary one
and could not continue, and thal with the addition of a
large number of Provinces it would be impossible in the by-
and-bye for eyery Province to be represented in the Cabinet,
and that eventually we would be obliged to adopt the
aystem in vogue in the United States, where they haveonly,
I think,seven Cabinet Ministers ; but they choose one from the
New HEngland States, one fiom the Southern States, one
from the Western States, and so on, dividing the whole
United States into groups, and having each group repre
sented in the Cabinet. “I'hat must be the cuse in Canada
where we shall have many more Provinces in the lifetime
of my hon. friend who leads the Opposition. With the
changing circumstances of the country, with the formation
of new Provinces, anl the pressu:e of new intervsts upon

Mr, BLaxs, ~

Parliament, there must be continual changes and adapta-
tions of the working of our Parliamentary system to the
varying develo‘fments of this country. That was the
principle I laid down, and I have never abandoned it.
My hon. friend says that Ontario is given an undve
preponderance.

Mr. BLAKE, Not at all.

Sir JOHN A. MACUONALD. He throws it out. Well,
so far as that is concerned, I take it that there are two
members in the Government who are summoned as mem-
bers of the Privy Council, who are summoned to attend
meetings of the Cabinet—the Speaker of the Upper House
and the Hon. Frank Smith. The Speaker of the
Upper Howse receives no salary, in the first place, for
acting as he does in the Ministry.

Mr. BLAKE. The country wants no gratuitous services.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. But he has done
this, and I personally am exceedingly grateful for
it ; he has taken from my shoulders an enormous
amount of work connected with the North-West,
arising from the unexpected development of that country,
and I was only too glag to accept the assistance and service,
the able assistance and service, of my hon. friend the
Speaker of the Upper House to aid me as Minister ot the
Interior. He has come to my assistance as a personal
friend, as a gentleman having full confidence in myself as I
have in him; he has done yeoman service for me and for
the country by bringing a practical and business mind,
unwearied perseverance and great ability, to aid me in the
enormous task of dealing with the various questions that
have arisen with respect to the North-West. So that Mr.
Macpherson has really come to my aid, and the country
has received the benefit of his gratuitous services as a
member of the Cabinet. The hon. gentleman also spoke
about Mr. Smith coming into the Cabinet, and he said I was
wrong either on a past occasion or now., 1 was not wrong
either time. Mr, Frank Smith has been summoned to the
Cabinet, and 1 am very glad to get his assistance and advice;
but he stood in quite a different position from my hon.
friend opposite. My hon. friend opposite was the power
behind the Throne; he was the Government ; he was like
the centurion, a man in authority : he said to a man, go, ard
he goeth; and to another, come, and he cometh; and in the
-eyes of the country and of his own party, and in the eyes of
every one who could see how thinus were going, he was really
the Prime Minister, but without responsibility of any kjud.
And the hon. gentleman was not only Prime Minister of the
Dominion, but Premier of Ontario as well, in both cases
without portfolio, he having the power and ability to direct
affairs, that great ability and intcllectual superiority
having been acknowledged by his party and the country by
his selection for the high and important position which he
now holds; and as he was pulling the strings and guiding
the party of his own Province and of the Dominion, of
which that Province is a part, he ought to have taken the
position and assumed the responsibility, and not have been
able to say ‘ that was not my measure.” The hon. gen-
tleman has done that on many occasions. He his said :
“ I was not in the Ministry at that time.” We all know
that ; but it is the old case of Stephano and Trinculo,
“ Thou shalt be king, and I will be viceroy over thece.” He
pulled the strings and governed the country, and he com-
mitted a great breach of the constitutional principle, that
g:wer and autbority should go together. My hon. friend

r, Frank Smith held no such position. Heisa gentleman
who has made a fortune in his own way, and is recognized
in the country as a representative Irishman and Irish
Roman Catholic, He also draws no salary; he is not
feeding at the public crib any more than did my hon.
friend Jopposite, who, whatever may be his political fanlts,
is not a man who will throw himself into an assumed
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public office for the sake of any emolument that might
arise from it. It is only justice I should say that to my
hon. friend. But strange to say, the hon. gentleman has
vindicated me already in the eyes of the prople of Qntar19,
by the insinuation that Ontario has more ‘than its fair
share of members of the Cabinet. His first lieutenant, Mr.
Mowat, his second lieutenant, Mr. Frasger, and his third
lieutenant, Mr. Hardy, have been ringing through the
country the charge that I was sold to the Freunch, that 1
was under French domination ; and at this moment I dare
say his friends of the Ontario Administration, on as many
stumps as they can cover with their feet, are warning the

ple of Ontario not to support Mr. Meredith or his friends,
because he is sold to John A. and Johu A. is sold to the
Frenchmen, and Ontario is sold to French domination.
Mr. Speaker, I think I have made my explanation, and I
think the country will admit that I have not sagrl‘ﬁce‘d the
Constitution, that I have not done any great injustice to
Lower Canada by asking Mr. Macpherson to come and
help me, and Mr. Smith to come and help him, both
without salary. I do not think I have wounded the
amour-propre of my friends of Lower Canada, and I state
that, as I bave always done, I will try to obtain as good a
Government as I can. 1 admit, and everybody must admit,
and when my hon. friend opposite, to the misfortune of this
country, shall take my place, he will be obliged to admit,
that we must follow the policy, not a cast-iron rule,
of having every great interest represented in the Cabinet,
whether the Maritime Provinces, the great West, or the
Pacific coast, by-and-bye—indecd the Pacific coast was
represented in the Cabinet in my person in the last Parlia-
ment, It is soin Ergland. No Government could live unless
the Irish and Scotch had a certain number of representatives
in the Cabinet. Thero is no cast-iron rule there, but in
order to obtain the support of the representatives of the
people in all portions of the United Kingdom, each section
must know it is in some degree, directly or indirectly, repre-
sented in the Cabinet. That is the principle I should like
to see carried out; that is the principle that must be carried
out, and that is the principle which my hon. friend will
carry out by-and-bye, but I am in no hurry to see him carry
his principles into practice.

Mr. BLAKE. I have been misunderstood in regard to a
material part of my speech, that part which consisted
of a quotation from the hon. gentleman’s speech. The
bon. gentleman has made it appear as if he had protested
only against my own appointment to office without
portfolio as an infringement of the Constitution. I was a
supporter and follower and member of the Cabinet of Mr.
Mackenzie, nothing more, Mr. Mackenzie being Prime
Minister; but the point to which I desire to refer and
regarding which the hon. gentleman has misconceived
me, is, that after going on to protest against my appoint-
ment, he said, in the speech from which I quoted : ¢ I protest
against Mr. Scott holding that same position. I say that it
is utterly unconstitutional.” Ifit was unconstitutional in
Mr. Scott’s case it is so in other cases.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman
was pulling the strings here in the Lower House, while Mr.
Scott was leader and exponent of the principles of the
Government in the Upper House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 4:10 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
TuurspAY, 15th February, 1883,
The SpEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.
PrAYERS. '

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the Special Com-
mittee apglomted to prepare and report Lists of Members to
compose the Select Standing Committees, presented Lists of
Members composing said Committees.

BILL INTRODUCED.

y The following Bill was introduced and read the first
ime :—

Bill (No. 8) to provide fothe Discharge of past Insol-
vents.—(Mr. Beaty.) 8 d 8

EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF INSOLVENTS'
ESTATES.

Mr. BEATY, in introducing Bill (No. 9) 1o provide for
the equitable distribution of insolvents’ estates, said :
This Bill is of the same purport as that introduced last
Session by myself, in relation to the distribution of the
assets of insolvents, but does not include a discharge of the
insolvent, as that is provided for in the other Bill just intro-
duced. The object is that certain classes of persons, who
have become unable to meet their obligations, should be
put into insolvency, if desired by their ereditors, on appli-
cation to the Court; and the general purpose of the Bill isto
provide for an cquitable distribution of the assets of the estate
relatively amongst the creditors who may have proved their
claim, and it is not intended that the debtor, with a view
to his discharge, should be included in the Bill. The usual
clauses are put in providing for the distribution, the ap-
pointment of a guardian in the first instance, the appoint-
ment of trustees by the creditors for the liquidation of the
estate, the prevention of fraudulent dealing and purposes of
that character. But the general object and purpose of the
Bill is simply to provide that persons shall not have a pre-
ferential assignment, or that by reason of obtaining exeou-
tion first they ehall not acquire the wholc estate. All
persons to whom the debtor may be indebted shall be en-
titled to come in, in cases of insolvency, and obtain such
portions of the estate as they may show they are entitled to.

Bill read the first time. :

FERRY BOATS AT THE TERMIMUS OF NORTH
SHORE RAILWAY.

Mr. LANDRY enquired, Whether the Government have
tome to any understanding with the present proprietors of
that part of the “ Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental
Railway,” now more particularly known under the name
of the ““ North Shore Railway,” in relation to the construc-
tion of {erry boats to ply hetween the terminus of that rail-
way and that of the Il::tercolonial Railway ; and what that
uvderstanding is ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I beg to say, in reply to the
hon. member, that no understanding has vet been arrived
at upon this subject with the parties connected with the
Quebee, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental Railway.

REPORTS.

The following Reports were laid upon the Table :—

Public Accounts of Canada for the fiscal year 1_881-82;
also, Report of the Auditor-General on Apptopriat‘lon Ac-
.counts for the fiseal year 1881-82.—(Sir Leonard Tilley.)
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Tables of the Trade and Navigation of the Dominion for
the fiscal year 1881-82.— (Mr, Bowell.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 3.35 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 16th February, 1883.

The SPEAKER ook the Chair at Three o’clock.
Prayegs.
REPORTS.

"The following Reports were Taid upon the Tuable :—

Annual Report of the Minister of Public Works for the
fiscal year 1881-82, on the works under his control.—(Sir
Hector Langevin.)

Report of the Secretary of State of Canada, for the year
ended 31st December, 1882,—(Sir Hector Langevin.)

Report of the State of the Militia of the Dominion of
Canada, for the year 1882,—(Mr. Caron.)

Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs, for
the year ended 31st December, 1882.—(Sir John A. Mac-
donald.)

Report, Returns and Statistics of the Inland Revenues of
the Deminion of Canada, for the fircal year ended 30th June,
1882.— (Mr. Costigan.)

Report on Adulteration of Food, being Supplement No,
IIL. of the Department of Inland Revenue, 1882.—(Mr.
Costigan.)

Ninth Report on Weighis and Measures, being Supple-
ment No. IL. to the Report of the Department of Inland
Revenue, 1882.— (Mr. Costigan.)

PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. BEATY moved that the time for receiving Petitions
for Private Bills be extended to Thursday, the 1st day of
March next, in accordance with the recommendation of the
Select Standing Committee on Standing Orders.

Mr. BLAKE. It has been urged, and one Session I
thought we had almost prevailed in the suggestion, that
there should not be a general extension of time for receiving
Petitions, and that after the delay fixed by the Standing
Orders, no Petition should be received except under special
circumstances. We are now at the commencement of a
new Parliament, and while I do not now make a motion,
I do submit to the hon. gentlemen who have control of the
procedure of the House, that if it is to be laid down as a
rule, as our assenting to this extensien every Session does
lay it down as a rule, that the first delay is merely formal
and not to be regarded, we had better extend to some
moderate limit the period of delay prescribed by the
Standing Order, and having so extended it, not to permit
further extension unless for cause, because otherwise, of
course, persons will not regard the first limit, and will look
upon it as a mere brutum fulmen.

Sir JOHN A. MACDGNALD. I quite agree with my
hon. friend, that the rule laid down should be adhered to.
Practically, I fear that the time is too short, it ought to be
extended, and the Standing Order should be altered in that
regard ;.and after that time has expired, I quite agree that
no Petition should be received except on its own merits.
The object of the rule is to prevent surprise on ovtside
parties who do not know when they may be called upon to

Sir CrARLEs TUPRER.

defend their rights which may be attacked by these bills.
Perhaps the House had better consider whether, instead of
extending the time for a fortnight, it would not be better
to extend it three or four woeks, and then rigidly adhere
to that rule, except under extraordinary circumstances.

Motion agreed to.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that a Select Com-
mittee, composed of Messrs. Blake, Cameron (Huron), Colby,
Daly, Davies, Desjardins, Fortin, Houde, Jenkins, Laurier,
Ouimet, Scriver, Tassé, Weldon, Wells, and Wright, be ap-

ointed to assist Mr. Speaker in the direction of the
Library of Parliament, 8o far as the interests of this House
are concerned, and to act as Members of a Joint Committee
of both Houses on the Library.

Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved that the Report of
the Special Committee appointed to prepare and report
Lists of Members to compose the Select Standing Committees
pf this House, in so far as relates to the following Commit-
tees, viz.:—On Privileges and Elections; on Expiring Laws;
on Railways, Canals, and Telegraph Lines; on Miscella-
neous Private Bills; on Printing; on Public Accounts; on
Banking and Commerce ; and on Immigration and Coloniza-
tion, be concurred in,

Mr. BLAKE. It has been proposed by some hon.
gentleman opposite, to introduce a new system with regard
to Committecs, and largely to reduce the number of mem-
bers of the Select Standing Committee on Public Accounts.
I do not oppose the proposition as a general principle. On
the contrary, my opinion is that we might very largely
forward public business by the extension of that proposition
with reference to all the Committees. While we adopt and
continue the system of very large Committees, I look upon
the reduction of the Public Accounts Committece as an
experiment for this Session. I fear that asystem which
involves a great tax upon the more leading members of
Committees who are called to serve, according to the present
system, on three or four, will operate rather injuriously and
unfairly to those who are in the minority on a small Com-
mittee, because it will be very difficult at times to find any
degree of representation on that Committee of those who
may be in the minority. 1, however, submit cheerfully to
the experiment for this Session, only reserving my right,
if the practical results of the work done shonid indicate a
change, to suggest one. It is of much more consequence
that we should consider, and I would ask the hon.
gentleman to take it into his consideration, whether he
should not propose a small Committee to consider a plan
for future Sessions of this Parliament, which would be more
business-like, with the view of securing better results in
that important portion of our business which is relegated to
the Committees. With regard to the system in England, I
will take omne class of Committees as an example of their
general principle—I refer to the Committees on what are
called Railway Bills. There is & General Railway Com-
mittee which is not composed of 131 members likc
ours, but of some eight or nine members, who are called
the General Railway Committee. Their function is to act
as a Committee of selection, selecting from amongst the
other members of the House some four members, I think,
and appointing a chairman from amongst themselves.
To those four members of the Committee are referred
Railway Bills of a cognate character. For example, if
there were a number of Bills for the construction of rail-
ways in the North-West, or a number of Bills for railways in
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a particular section of Ontario or Quebec, tbey wonld be
referred to this Committee. The result of baving a small
Committee of this kind, especially adapted for deal.m gw:th
the work and acting according to a general principle—
because the chairman being chosen from the General Com-
mittee, there is intercommunion between the Committees
on the general question of policy and one line is adopted —
is to produce very much better fruits than can he obtained
by our system. There is another change which I think
would be a very great improvement. You know, Mr,
Speaker, that in this House it is a yeason f:or an hon. mem-
ber to be placed on the Railway Committee because his
constituency is interested in the Railway Bill. In England
that is a disqualification for being on the Committee. The
members who are chosen to be on the Committee to deal
with any particular Bill, or group of Bills, has to sign a
declaration that he has not a personal and his constituency
has not a local interest in that particular Bill, such an in-
terest being rezarded, and I think very properly so, as a
disqualification for the occupation of the judicial position,
which is the position which the committee-man occupies.
There is another declaration which is also required to be
signed by members, and I think it would pretty much as-
tonish a good many o!d members here. It is that no mem-
ber of the Committee shall vote on a Bill unless he has
heard or attended to all the evidence. I have noticed an
uncommon swelling of the number of the Committee shortly
before a vote was taken on animportant question, and 1 am
afraid a very large portion could not sign such a declaration
in respect to the Bill on which they voted. Moreover, a
member who assumes the responsibility of sitting on a
Committee in England—and he is bound to accept it unless
he can give a valid excuse, such as illness—is bound to at-
tend all its sittings. Without suggesting that we should
adopt in all particulars the English method, which I think
in some respects is perhaps complicated, we must agree
that a system by which the Committees would be very much
reduced in numbers would be a system which would be one
of great importance ; and if hon. gentlemen would adopt the
example of the hon. Minister of Pablic Works, who I observe
has declined to sit on any other Committee than that of
which he hopes to be Chairman, and give a thorough and
exhaustive attention both before the Committee meets and
during its sittings to the business of the Committee, we
would be able to do much more thorough work. I may
mention in this connection a matter which has often struck
me as one in which we might effect a great improvement,
and that is with regard to the promotion
of Private Bills before Commitiees. We have
adopted a system wholly vicious, a system by which mem-
bers of the House ure expected, not merely to introduce and
take the first steps in connection with the passage of Private
kills, but also to become their advocates and active
promoters, and the position which we sce is assumed with
regard to such Bills is one which is quite inconsistent with
the true position of Members of Parliament called upon to
pass judgment on them. The active promotion of B.lls
should be accomplished by some one not a member of the
House, or at all events not a member of the Committee, who
will sit in judgment on the Bill. I make these general
observations at the commencement of a new Parliament
with the object of asking if the Government will not take
into consideration the desirability of striking a small
Committee to consider the whole subject and see if we
cannot mend our ways.

Sir JOXMN A. MACDONALD. I quite agree with the
hon. gentleman that we should consider the reduction in
the Committee on Public Accounts as being an experiment.
It is a working Committee and its numbers are too large.
We have not had the same members in attendance de die in
diem; and you know, Mr. Speaker, as the late Chairman of

the Committee, that there was no certainty that members
present one day would be present at the next sitting, or
that members would keep up a continuovs attention to the
business before the Committee. So we quite understand
that this is an experiment, and it will be quite open to the
hon. gentleman to move for an increase in the number or
some other change if the experiment should fail. The hon.
gentleman says the system in England is just the opposite
to the system existing here. Of the six hundred members
of the British House of Commons very few sit on Commit-
tees at all. There is a selection made of experienced
members acquainted with the specific subjects for which
the Committees are struck; they are small in number and
they work in the same way as sub-committees do to our
large Committees on special subjects. 1 am not sare, how-
ever, that we ought hastily to adopt the Englich system,
because they are now harking back to the old practice of
Parliament, by the resolutions of the House of Commons
last year. They are tryiué to introduce, indeed they have
introduced, the system of Grand Committees which former-
ly constituted a most important branch of the House of
gommons and did a great deal of the work, We, in a rather
irregular mode, have had Grand Committees. Our Railway
Committee is a Grand Committee, composed asitis of a
large number of members of the House, and we have
found it to be an advantage as regards that particular Com-
mittee to have that large number of members. Railway
legislation has been fully discussed there with much more
ease than could possibly bave been the case with the Speaker
in the Chair, and the consequence of having that large
Committee, and having the diffcrent measures discussed
there, has been that the House has been in a groat degree
relieved from the tedium and waste of time which would be

involved in a re-discussion of the measure, And the
Committee boing a large one, there is not the

same objection which would exist in England to hon.
members sitting on tho Committee, and discussing
Railway Bills in which they,or their constituencies, are in-
terested. The Committee being a large one it is right and
convenient, I think, that all the railway interests should be
represented, and have either, through a member, an agent,
or counsel, an opportunity of being heard. In small Com-
mittees such as obtain in England, of course it would be ex-
ceedingly improper that six or seven of the seven, eight or
nine members composing a Committee appointed to report
to the House, should be interested in the individual railways.
The report of such a committee under such circumstances
could have no weight, and should have none. On the other
hand, as all our railway interests are represented on our
large Railway Committee, and as many of the interests are
in rivalry, and thus operate as a check on each other, it is
rather convenient as regards the Railway Committoe that
those interests should be represented. I am obliged to the
hon. gentleman for the suggestion that a small Gommittee
should be struck during the Session for the purpose of con-
sidering the question. ~We derive great advantage from the
Gommittee which sat here some years ago and reconsidered
the Standing Orders of the House. I will discuss the matter
with my friends here, and I will give the hon. gentleman an
answer as to whether we think it advisable to strike such a
Committee now, or whether we should wait till next Ses-
gion, when we will have the advantage of seeing how the
new system in England will have worked.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. gentleman has misconceived one
point of my remarks. I did not say that the English system
in its entirety would be desirable. I want the hon. gentle-
man to consider as a possible intermediate plan, that tho
members should be placed on only one important committee,
that would considerably relieve the large committees and
enable members to give closer attention to the subjects

lcoming before them, instead of being obliged to run from
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onc committee to another, and not being able to look at
Bills until they were in the committee, and called upon to
pass judgment on them.

Motion agreed to.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that a Message be
sent to the Senate, requesting their Honors to unite with
this House in the formation of a Committee of both Houses
on the subject of the Printing of Parliament, and that the
members of the Select Committee on Printing, namely :—
Messrs. Baker (Missisquoi), Bergin, Bourassa, Bowell,
Desjardins, Foster, Houde, Landry, McDonald (Cape Breton),
Ross (Middlesex), Somerville (Brant), Tassé, Thompson,
Trow, and White (Cardweil), will act as members on the
part of this House on the said Joint Committee on the Print-
ing of Parliament.

Motion agreed to.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were introduced, and read the first
time :—

Bill (No. 10) to provide for the amalgamation of the Bank
of Nova Scotia, with the Union Bank of Prince Edward
Island.—(Mr. Tupper.)

Bill (No. 12) to amend the law with reference to proce-
dure in criminal cases before Justices of the Peace out of
Session, with relation to persons charged with indictable
offences.—(Mr. Robertson, Hamilton.)

SPEEDY TRIALS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton), in introducing Bill
(No. 11) to amend the law with reference to the trial
of cases before the County Judges Criminal Court, said:
The object of this Bill is to amend the law with
reference to ihe rpeedy trials of persons charged
with felonies and misdemeanors. Al present, a person
in order to be tried without a jury out of session
must be committed to jail on some charge. In many
cages persons are not committed to jail, but are bound
over to appear to answer to the charge laid; and I
submit that where parties are desirous of having speedy
trials, they skouid not, under such circumstances, be com-
pelled to go to prison; and therefore I propose to amend
the law g0 a8 to enable any person who may be charged
with any such offence, and who is bound over to appear
before any court of competent jurisdiction, to give notice
in writing to the Crown Attorney, that he consents to and is
desirous of being tried without a jury before the Judge;
that when this is done, it shall be the duty of the Crown
Attorney to polify the Judge within the specified time
mentioned in the Bill, of such consent and desire; and that
the Judge shall then appoint a day for trial; but in other
respects, the law with reference to the speedy trial of per-
sons so charged shall have effect and be in force.

Bill read the first time.

PUNISHMENT OF ADULTERY AND SEDUCTION.

Mr. CHARLTON moved for leave to introduce Bill
(No. 13) to amend the Criminal Law and to extend the
provisions of the Act respecting offences against the per-
son, by providing for the punishment of adultery, seduction,
&e.

Some Lon, MEMBERS. Explain.

Mr. CHARLTON. The Bill, which I introduce to-day is
the same Bill that was reported on by a Select Committee

last Session; but after the roport was made, we were
unable to reach it, and consequently no action of the House
Mr, BLAKE,

could be had on it. I introduce it in the same shape as
reported, and when it is printed and distributed among the
members, I think that then will be the proper time for
the discussion of the Bill.

Bill read the first time.

CARRIERS BY LAND.

Mr. McCARTHY, in introducing Bill (No. 14) respect-
ing Carriers by Land, said: The Bill is one by which I pro-
pose to deal with the subject of carriers by land. At
present there is a law on the Statute-book enumerating and
defining the duties and liabilities of carriers by water, but,
strange to say, we have no similar law with regard to
carriers by land. The Bill is substantially similar to the
English law dealing with the same subject. By the first few
paragraphs of the Bill it is proposed that the carrier shall
not be responsible for the loss or injury of parcels beyond a
value of $50 unless they are insured in the manner laid
down in the Bill. It provides, also, that with regard to
other articles the conditions imposed by carriers shall not
govern the contract unless they are in writing and signed
by the owner or shipper, and not then, unless, in case of
any question arising in any court or tribunal, the demand
is held to be just and reasonable. Since the year 1854, the
latter provisions have been in force in England, and in that
country at the present time these conditions have to be
pronounced to be just and reasonable, else they are not
held to be binding. In this country the railway and express
companies, who are our principal carricrs by land, impose
no end of conditiouns; in fact it would take a man an hour,
with the aid of a magpifying glass, to read the conditions
on the back of his bill of lading, No person in transacting
ordinary business can atford the time to read these numer-
ous conditions. 1If he did read them he would require
one or two lawyers at his elbow to help him to under-
stand them, and even then it might be impossible.
He does not generally find them out until after the loss has
happened, in which case the company points out to him a
series of conditions by which he finds he has agreed that
notwithstanding any injury to the article he has shipped
—notwithstanding, perhaps, their own gross carelessness—
the risk all falls upon him and not upon them. I propose
to deal with the subject in the way in which I have stated,
and T can see no good reason why the carriers themselves
should object.to the provisions of the Bill. It makes pro-
vision with regard to carrying small parcels, and it proposes
that the conditions shall be submitted and subject to the
approval of the Court or Judge.

Mr, BLAKE. I think some twelve or fourteen years ago
an amendment was made in our Railway Bill dealing with
the reasonableness of the conditions to which the hon.
gentleman has referred. We succeeded in carrying it
through this House, but it disappeared in the other.

Mr. ABBOTT. I think my hou. friend should consider
one point, and thatis as to the competency of this Parliament
to deal with contracts of that description. I think it is a
grave question whether this House can interfere with con-
ditions of contract which I think should be regulated, and I
think are regulated, by the laws of the different Provinces.

Mr. McCARTHY. I have notlost sight of that question.
It seems to me that this is a matter coming under the
description of trade and commerce, and with which there-
fore we can deal. We passed & law relating to carriers by
water, and if we had power to pass such a law I think we
have power to pass Lhis one.

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria). A decision of the Court of
Appeal of Ontario seems to throw some doubt on our
power to deal with such a matter.  That Court has just
decided that the Warehouse Receipt Act, under which banks
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can make advances on warehouse receipts, is bey:ond the
competency of this Parliament, and an improper interfer-
ference with the Chattel Mortgage Act and the Bill of Sales
Act of Ontario.

Bill read the first time.

RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT.

Mr. MULOCK moved for leave to introduce Bill (No. 15)
to amend the Consolidated Railway Aect, 1879.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Will the hon. gentleman
explain the purport of the Bill ?

Mr. MULOCK. The object of the Bill is to somewhat
gecure the independent working of railway lines. The
sixtieth section of the Consolidated Act permits railway:
compunies of their own motion—that is on the consent of |
the companies themeelves—to enter into certain working
arrangements for a period not exceeding twenty-one years.
During the existence of that arrangement those railways
are, in fact, in partnership, and during that time there
ceases to be that competition to secure which may have been
the object of Parliament in incorporating one or more of
them, or of the people in aiding them by bonus. The Bill is

not aimed in any spirit of hostility at the railways, but is
intended rather to provide an impartial tribunal, whereby |
the interests of the public may be considered before the
. railways can give effect to any such arrangement. The .
proposition of the Bill is that before any such arrangements
shall have validity, it shall receive the sanction of the
Governor in Council. i

Bill read the first time.

CANADIAN CONSOLIDATED FIV E PER CENT.
LOAN.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved that this IIouse will,
on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a Committee of the
Whotle to consider the following proposed Resolution :—

That it is expedient to authorize the Governor in Council to raise by |
way of loan, in addition to the sums now remaining unborrowed and
negotiable of the loans authorized by Parliament, such sum or sums of
money a3 may be required to pay and discharge the Canadian Consoli-
dated five per cent. loan, raised under the fourteenth chapter of the |
Consolidated Statutes of the late Province of Canada, after deducting !
therefrom the amount held as & sinking fund for paying off the same; .
the rate of interest on the sums 8o to be raised by loan not to exceed |
four per cent. per annum.

Motion agreed to.

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH BERMUDA

Mr. DALY enquired, Whether any correspondence has
taken place between the Government of Great Britain and
that of the Dominion relating to the establishment of tele- |
graphic communication between Canada and Bermuda;
and, if not, wheiher the Government will take into con-
sideration the promotion of so desirable and important an
undertaking ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, There has been no such
correspondence. This is a work which belongs more to
"che' In}[,erial Governmeut than to this Government, and it
;s l!icezy, if it is required, that we may call their attention
0 it.

LAXND IMPROVEMENT FUND.

Mr. HESSON, in moving for copies of all letters and
papers between this Government and the Governments of
Ontario and Quebec, {rom June 1st, 1882, up to the present,
relating to the Land Improvement Fund, and all the unset-
tled accounts with the said Provinces; aleo, a Statement
showing the present balances, if any, due to the said Pro-

vinces, including interest thereon up to January 1st 1883,

said : My object in moving for these papers is to urge again
upon the Government and Parliament the desirability of
gettling these long standing accounts. The present un-
satisfactory condition of the matter has caused very great
annoyance to the municipalities intevested in the funds—
I refer more particularly to the Land Improvement Fund in
which a portion of my own county is very deeply interested.
1 understand that some progress has heen made towards a
settlement during the past year, and I desire to be putin

| possession of all the information mow obtainable regard-

g the matter. I observe that some uanfair statements
have been made charging the delay entircly to the
Government of the Duminiou. I am in possession of
sufficient information to say that I believe there is no
ground whatever for that charge. Unscrupulous politi-
cians are at present making use of the statement that
the delay has arisen because of the Dominion Govern.
ment not paying to the Ontario Government the moneys
held by them in trust for the benefit of these various
funds. I may state, from information I have obtained,
that the moneys that have been paid to the munici~
palities during the past year were paid by the Govern-
ment of Ountario, although no funds of any kind are
specially set apart for the paymentof these accounts. And
1 gather from that fact that the Ontario Government was
in a position, long prior to this year, to have made these
payments from funds in their own possession.  Advances
and payments have been made by the Dominion Govern-
ment generally on account, but not any special account;
and, therefore, I fancy that I am corrcet in assuming that
if the members in the Locul Iouse had been dis-
charging their guty to their constituents, the monoys
would have been paid before mow. 1 am oxceedingly
anxious, however, that these accounts shounld be closed, and
that this source of annoyance to the counties should be
removed by their being paid the moneys they are entitled to.
If this Government are in a position to pay any unsettled
balance, 1 suppose they will do so, and 1 understand that
statements are now being prepared which will show us dis-
tinctly what the fund is. I hope these papers will be brought
down at an early day, because unfair representations are
being made to damage the reputation of members of this
House, and to shift the responsibility from the proper
shoulders.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. There can be no objection to
the passing of the motion of my hon. friend. I think the
delay he has referred to has been occasioned to a very con-
siderable extent by the fact that the aceounts between the
Province and the Dominion have not been finally
settled. So far as the Dominion Government are
concerned, they have been cxceedingly anxious
during the past two years that these accounts should
be closed; but circumstances have provented a seltle-
ment. I think, last year, our friends in Quebec were not
prepared to take the subject up. In the early part of last
year, the Government of Ontario, for a varicty of reasons,
were not prepared to take it up; but, finally, in September
or October, represeututives of’ the two Provinces met in
Ottawa, and arrangements were entered into for the
Dominion Government to prepare a statement from {heir
standpoint for the Commissiovers who were appointed to
arbitrate upon the mutter. Of course, the Logisxlatare of
Ontario met shortly after that, and the Legislature of
Quebec is now in Session; but I have no doubt that as soon
as the Legislature of Quecbec is prorogued—I believe both
parties are exceeding auxious, and as far as the Dominion
Government is concerned, the papers are prepared ~the
case will be proceeded with, and we will have a final scttle-
ment of all these accounts, which will relieve my bon.
friend and those interested from the diflicultics they have
experienced in the past.

otion agreed to.
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MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

The following Motions for Returns were severally agreed
to:—

Copies of the Order in Couni! d’smi-sing Mr. Octave C.
de la Chevretidre from his posiiion as keeper of a light-
house situited in the parish of Lotbiuidre, in the county of
Lotbinisre, and of ali complaints, petitions or reports, in
relation to such dismissal, —(Mr. Rinfret.)

Statement of the number of veterans of 182 now sur-
viving; of the number of veterans who have died sinee
1875, and of the number of widows ¢f deceased veterans
who have applied for assistance.—(Mr. Massue.)

Copies of the account rendered by Doctor Lebel, of St.
Gervais, for attendance on an employé of the Intercolonial
named Dionne, during last autumn; of the account of
Doctor Renouf in the same case, and a Statement of the
sums to them paid.—(Mr. Amyot.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 4:30 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Monpay, 19th February, 1883.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRAYERS.

REPORT.

The following Report was laid upon the Table:—

Statement of Expenditure of the Dominion Police, during
the year 1882; in accordance with the Act 31 Victoria,
chapter 73, section 6.—(Sir Hector Langevin.)

KING'S COUNTY, P.EI, ELECTION.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). It is known, Mr. Speaker,
that by law the Electoral District of King’s County, Prince
Edward Island, is entitled to send two members to this
Parliament. By the act of the returning officer it appears
that three members have been sent to serve in the present
Parliament. As to oue of the seats I understand there is no
question about it, the hon. gentleman who occupies it having
had a majority of 184 votes. As to the second seat, the return-
ing officer has sent two members to fill it. It is undesirable
that such a state of things should continue; both the
members have taken the oath prescribed by law and their
seats. It is desirable that all the papers connected with

the question in the possession of the Clerk of the Crown in-

Chancery should be submitted to Parliament, in order vhat
Parliament may take such action in the matter as it may
see fit. I, therefore, move:

That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do attend this House,
to-morrow, with the Returns of the last Election for the Electoral
District of King’s County, P. E. [., together with the statements of the
several Deputy Returning Officers, for the said Electoral District;

and any documents used or required at such election, or which may
have been transmitted to said Returning Officer by such Deputies.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr. Speaker, the hon. gen-
tleman did not give ‘notice that he intended to make this
motion ; bat being a matter of privilege, I suppose the
notice need not be giver. 1 would, however, sug st that
the motion be altered in such manner as to require the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to attend to-morrow,

Mr. CAMERON. I have no ebjection to the change, un
the understanding, of course, that such papers as may re-
quire it are, printed.

Sir LeoNarp TILLEY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Such papers as are
necessary will appear in the Votes and Proceedings.

Motion agreed to.

CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor to inform the House
that T have received from His Honor,Chief Justice Palmer,
one of the Judges selected for the trial of Election Petitions,
pursuant to the Act of 1874, a judgment and report on the
matter of the Controverted Election for the Electoral
District of King’s County, Prince Hdward Island, by which
Peter Adolphus McIntyre, Esq., is declared duly elected.

BANK SHAREHOLDERS' L1STS RETURNS.

Mr. SPEAKER. [ have the honor formally to lay
before the House the lists of the shareholders of the Eastern
Townships’ Bank, the Merchants’ Bank of Canada, the
Union Bank of Lower Canada, and the Bank of Jacques
Cartier, in compliance with the Act 34 Victoria, chapter 5,
section 12.

BILL INTRODUCED.

The following Bill was introduced, and read the first
tim. :—

Bill (No. 16) for the incorporation of the Central Bank
of Canada.—(Mr. Beaty.)

PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETIES BILL.

Mr. WILLTAMS moved for leave to introduee Bill (No.
17) to further amend the Act 37 Victoria, chapter 50, res-
pecting Permanent Building Societies in Ontario. :

Mr. BLAKE, Explain,

Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. Speaker, as the law now stands,
these Permanent Building Societies are only authorized to
invest in debentures of municipal corporations and of
school sections. My Bill is a very short one, and is simply
inten-ted to enable them to invest in the securities of other
authorized corporations.

Mr. BLAKE. Of all corporations.

Mr. WILLIAMS. All other corporations.

Mr. BLAKE. All corporations.

Mr. WILLIAMS. All corporations. The Bill, I presume,

will be referred to the Committee on Banking and Com-
merce, where it can be thoroughly discussed.

Bill read the first time.

BILL STAMPS.

Mr. IVES enquired, Whether bill stamps can now be
obtained for the purpose of stamping notes or bills made
before the repeal of the law requiring them to be affixed ;
and if so, from whom ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mzy. Speaker, on enquiry
[ find that there are some few bill stamps remaining on
band, and the question whether the Government can now
legally issue them is before the Minister of Justice.

DEPOT PROVISION.

Mr. CASGRAIN enquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to build a depdt of =ome description at
Elgin Station on the Intercolonial Ruilway ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 may say, Mr. Speaker,
that this matter is being considered.
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CANADIAN TOBACCO REGULATIONS.

Mr. BOURBEAU enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Government to modify the Law and Regulations
respecting the sale by retail of Canadian tobacco in the
leaf ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY.. Mr. Speaker, I would state
{0 the hon. member that the intentions of the Government
on this subject will be communicated to the House when
the proposals with reference to the Tariff are placed before
the House ; before that period this cannot be done.

IMPROVEMENTS ON YAMASKA RIVER.

Mr. DUPONT (Translation) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to cause the works of improve-
ment on Yamaska River to be continued during next summer,
50 as to render that river navigable from its mouth to the
City of St. Hyacinthe, and, if so, what sum the Government
intend to spend on those works during next summer ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). I beg to in-
form the hon. member that it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to continue the works already commenced. As to the
amount which Parliament will be asked to vote therefor, the
Estimates which will be laid before the House during this
Session will give the answer, which I cannot give at present.

TRIAL OF JULIE BOISVERT.

Mr. CURRAN enquired, Whether any action has been
taken by the Government with reference to the petition of
about fifteen thousand citizens of Montreal, praying for an
investigation into the trial of Julie Boisvert, convicted of
murder, or ifthe Government intends to take action thereon ?

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I would answer my hon.
friend, and also my hon. friend from East Montreal who
made enquiry of me on the same subject, that the Govern-
ment have taken action thereupon; they have held an
investigation and have already received a report on the
subject.

RAILWAY FROM EDMUNSTON TO RIVIERE
DU LOUP.

Mr. GRANDBOIS enquired, Whether any railway
company has taken advantage of the provisions of Chapter
14 of the Statutes of Cavada, 45 Victoria, granting a subsidy
of $3,200 per mile, for a proposed railway from Edmunston
to Riviére du Lioup or Riviére Uuelle ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. No company has yet applied
to take advantage of the provisions referred to in the
question.

WHARF AT ST, JEAN PORT JOLI.

_ Mr. CASGRAIN (Translation) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to build, during next summaer,
the extension of the wharf at St. Jéan Port Joli, according to
the vote of last Session granting money for that pnrpose ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). I have the
honor to inform the hon. member in reply, that this subject
is now under the consideration of my tfepartment.

SALLS OR LEASES OF COAL LANDS.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all applications for
sales or leases, and all correspondence or reports touching,
and leases of coal lands in the Aorth-West, not alrcady
Lrought down; and statement of the payments made under
any leases of coal lands, said: Iobserve, by the papers, that
hon. gentlemen have altered seriously as to some particulars
the regulations touching coal lands, and I presume that the

new regulations will be brought down in accordance with
the Statute. I do not, therefore, move for them, but it will
be material, in view of the proposed very serious modifica-
tions, to have in our hands, before we are called upon to
judge of the propriety of permitting the new regulations to
pass, all that has been done under the old ones, and particu-
larly the existing leases of areas of coal lands.

Motion agreed to.

ALLOWANCES ON GOODS REQUIRED BY THE
CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY,

Mr. BLAKE moved for copies of all correspondence,
reports and Orders in Council, not already brought down,
relating to the allowances proposed to be paid to the Can-
adian manufacturers of certain goods required by the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company ; of all applicatiens for
such allowance and correspondence in connection there-
with ; a statement of the calculations on which the allow-
ances have been based, and the estimate, in detail, of the
probable sums payable out of the Treasury, in respect of
each class of goods, assuming them to be made in Canada,
to the extent of the Company’s requirements, and of the
ad wvalorem percentages of allowanees on each such
class, He said: This motion, with the exception of
some additional papers asked for, is in the same
words as one which I moved last Session. I need
hardly say that if there is no alteration in the esti-
mates made by the Government upon subsequent experi-
ence from that brought down last Session, I do not require
them to be duplicated; but in case subsequent expericnce
has indicated a change, it is that portion that I require.

Motion agreed to.

CUSTOMS SEIZURES.

Mr. BLAKE, Judging by the number of seizures made
at the different ports of entry, it appears that the number
of practical free-traders in this country is very largely on
the increase, and with the view of informing the country
and the House on that subject, I move:

For a statement showing the number of seizures made at each port of
entry in the Dominion during the last fiscal year, and also during the
8ix months ending the 31st December last,—the amount of fines
exacted at each port during each of the said periods, and the manner
in which the said fines are disposed of, giving the names of the officers
receiving any portion thereof, and the amount received by each of such
officers fron said fund.

Mr. BOWELL. There is no objection to bringing down
the return asked for. I merely desire to take exception to
the statement made by the hon. leader of the Opposition,
that free-traders are on the increase; the only difference
being that the law is now enforced, which I regret to say
was not the case when he was in power.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMMISSION.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a statement, in detail, of all
sums expended in connection with the Canadian Paoific
Railway Commission, with dates and names of the persons
paid, and particulars of the service in respect of which pay-
went is made; copy of all correspondence, contracts,
accounts or arrangements, not already brought down, as to
the printing of the evidence or report, said: Last Session I
moved for a return on this subject. Of course much has
been paid and the business has been concluded since the
date fto which that return extended, and there is, there-
fore, more to be brought down. I observe, by the Public
Accounts, that paymenis do not seem to have been
concluded as late as the close of the last fiscal year, I am
particularly auxious that hon. gentlemen opposite should
look at the former return, which is very imperfect, in so far
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as it purports to be an answer to an Order of the House for
copies of all papers and correspondence in connection with
the evidence. There are numerous gaps in the correspon-
dence, which it would be well to have supplied. It appears
to have been arranged, that this business, at least a portion
of it, such as the appointment of the Commissioners and the
taking of the (g)rincipal portion of the evidence, should have
been done at Ottawa, and that the headquarters of the Com-
mission should be here; but I see that the printing was
arranged to be performed by the Messrs. Stephenson, at
Chatham, a very considerable distance from this city. The
correspondence indicates, as was obvious, that very great
inconvenience resulted from this arrangement, that there
were demands for greater accuracy and greater expedition,
and that revises had to go by mail, sometimes three, some-
times four, and once, I believe, five times, before the correct
result could be obtained. So great was the delay and
inconvenience that in the end the Commission were forced
to notify Messre. Stephenson that unless they made arrange-
ments with somebody at Ottawa, to complete the work, the
Commission, themselves, would cancel the existing arrange-
ments, and make such others as would enable them {o have
the work done at Ottawa. Then, at last, the Messrs.
Stephenson appear to have made arrangements with persons
at Ottawa to complete the work. And with whom ?
With the Queen’s printers, who, by law and custom, ought to
have been charged with this work in the first place, so that
the practical result was that the bulk of the work was done
by the Queen's printers, but that the Messrs. Stephenson
were allowed to job or farm out this portion, obtaining the
profits which ought to have gone to those who did the work,
It was necessary, of course, under these circumstances, that
special arrangements shonld be made as to the prices, and T
observe that very larde numbers of copies of the report are
allowed to be printed at what are called confidential rates,
which means that the printers get somethirig like twice as
much as the ordinary rates. The printing of the French
copy was divided between one newspaper office at Montreal
and one at Quebee.  On both of these points the correspon-
dence is incomplete; in neither case is the amount paid given.
I, therefore, wounld ask the hon. gentleman to look at the
former return and complete it in so far as it is defective,
and supplement it up to date.

Motion agreed to.
FRAUDS UPON CUSTOMS.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all correspondence,
not already brought down, with reference to frauds upon the
Customs in the export of Canadian wheat or flour in satis-
faction of bonds given on the importation of United States
wheal or flour; all reports, evidence, and Departmental evi-
dence upon such frauds; statement of the extent thereof;
names of the parties concerned, and a statement of the action
of the Department thereon, said: Last Session I moved
more than once for information with reference to the frauds
practiced upon the Customs in counnection with the system
of grinding in bond, or the importing, for particular pur-
poses, of wheat and flour from the United States, and pointed
out, what indeed was obvious, that such a trade was being
carried on in these products, and at such prices as rendered
it plain there must be some fraudulent practice carried on.
The hon. Minister, T believe, issued a Departmental instruc-
tion for an enquiry and a vast mass of papers were sent
down to us; but while they found out a number of things,
they did not find out the one thing of interest to the House
and the country, namely, where the frauds were and who
was committing them, and what their nature was: and it
was said there was nothing wrong. Since that time, the
newspapers tell us that certain discoveries have been made,
that certain frauds have been committed on the Customs,

Mr, BLAKE,

and that these have been going on for a long time, I think
they said three years, and that the hon. Minister, baving
inquired into the matter and taken into consideration the
report of some officer on the subject, has dealt with some
one or more of the firms concerned, in reference to such
particular frauds as they were still amenable to the law for,
viz.: those which have taken place during the preceding
twelve months. 1 desire to have information on such sub-
jects, not merely with reference to the period referred to,
but with reference to all the discoveries of the Government
as to frauds committed even at an earlier date.

Mr. BOWELL, The hon. gentleman would leave the
impression on the House that no enquiry was made into
what, he termed, the frauds or the revenue at all, until
after his motion was made in this House. Such is not the
fact. When the hon. gentleman made the motion, I in-
formed the House that full enquiry had been made into
what he termed frands. 1 did not state at that time, as the
hon, gentleman says, that no wrong had been committed.
On the contrary, I said that irregularities had existed in
different parts of the Dominion, both in the West and in
the East, but that the importers of the wheat, whose atten-
tion had been called to these irregularities, at once paid
the duties which they should have paid, and that it was
settled. The papers.to which the hon. gentleman refers
will be laid before the House, and it will be seen that, in
the cases discovered since, the Department have been just
ag vigilant as they were previously, and that the action
taken by the Government established not only that the
amount of duty which should be paid would be collected,
but that the heaviest fine should be imposed in addition.

Mr. BLAKE, There is a difference between irregulari-
ties and frauds, It is quite true the hon. gentleman said
something aboat irregularities. I enquired, however, not
about irregularities which were acknowledged and the pro-
per duties paid, and which were found to be of a very
limited amount, but of frauds—designed and deliberate
frauds. It was about such designed and deliberate frauds
of which the hon. gentleman has since discovered a part,
and perhaps a part only.

Mr. BOWELL. Very likely.

Mr. BLAKE. And very likely a part only of these
frauds which really were designed to cheat the revenue,
and to produce an unfair state of things as between the fair
trader and those in use of these fraudulent means. This,
it was, I was anxious to obtain last Session and I am
desirous of obtaining now.

CANADIAN EXTRADITION ACT.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all correspondence
not already brought down, touching the Canadian Extradi-
tion Act, and the Suspension of the Imperial Act within
Canada, and of any Imperial or Canadian Orders in Council
or Proclamation on the subject, said: It is now six years
ago since this House and the Senate unanimously agreed in
an address praying that the Imperial Act be suspended in
the Dominion of Canada, in order that the Act passed in
the Scssion to which I refer might have operation. Ever
since we have been endeavoring to obtain action on that
address, and the newspapers tell us there has been an
Imperial Prociamation lately, but I have not noticed in the
official papers of this country any reference to such procla-
mation. A considerable interest exists upon the subject of
whatthe state of the law now is. Upon the proclamation
issuing, of course the new Act will come into force. It is
extremely important we should learn what is the condition
of things on this question of our relations with the
neighboring Republic.
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COMMUNICATION BETWEEN P.E.L. AND THE
MAINLAND.

Mr. DAVIES moved for (1) copies of all contracts or
agreements entered into by the Postmaster General, since
the last Session of the late Parliament, for the conveyance
of the mails to and from Prince Edward Island, and all
correspondence relating to steam communication between
the Island and the mainland while the navigation remains
open. (2) Of all correspondence and papers relating to
the winter crossing between Cape Traverse and Tormentgne.
(3) A Return of all trips made by the Northern Light
during the winter of 1881-82, with her receipts for freights
and passage moneys, and the expenses of her management
and running. (4) Copies of all reports and correspondence
relating to the survey or construction of the Railway
authorized te be built between Cape Traverse and the main-
land on Prince Edward Island: He said: The subject
matter of my motion has been before The House on more
than one oceasion, and 1 dare say some hon. gentlemen may
be tired of hearing it. ButImake no apology for bringing
it forward again, because of its immense importance to the
interests of the people of the Island, and because the good
faith of the Dominion Government is pledged to carry out
the terms upon which Prince Edward Island entered the
Confederation, That has not yet been done, though I am
sure the hon. gentleman who has charge of the Govern-
ment must be anxious that no charge of breach of faith
can fairly be brought against the Dominion by even the
smallest member of the Confederacy. Now, I may be
pardoned if I call the attention of hon. gentlemen to
the history of this question. It is a painful history
for us in Prince Edward Island. At the present time
an agitation is going on throughout the Island, meet-
ings are being held and the people are expressing them-
selves in decided language. They have come to the con-
clusion that they are being trifled with on this question,
and though I should be sorry myself to adopt the extreme
language of some of the resolutions, still there is no one, on
whichever side of politics he may be, who is not in unison
with the prevalent feeling of the people, that they have
not been treated with fair play. When we entered
Confederation in 1873—I think it was—one means of
communication with the mainland consisted of the
steamers which we now have, and a contract was made at
that time with the Steam Navigation Company for a period
of ten years. That is important in connection with the
subsequent history of this question, because before the
late Government came into power, that contract had
been entered into, and there was some excuse for them in
not providing better accommodation in view of the contract
then running. My main reason for bringing this subject
before the House at the present time is, that the contract
for the conveyance of the mails, during the summer months,
is now about expiring, and I believe the hon. the Postmaster-
General has entered into negotiations, the nature of which
I am not aware of, for the renewal of that contract. In
the renewal of that contract provision should be made to
improve the communication in the autumn months. The
provision in the Terms of Union, which had reference to
this subject, reads as follows :—

‘ Eﬂicienp steam service for the conveyance of mails and passengers
to be established and maintained between the Island and the mainland
of the Dominion, winter and summer, thus placing the Island in con-
tinuous communication with the Intercolonial Railway and the Railway
system of the Dominion.”

Now, it is well known that Prince Edward Island was
averse to casting in her lot with the Dominion, and
that one of the chief arguments which were used to
gain the people’s consent was the prom‘se made in that very
clause. They felt that the communication previously exist-
ing between the Island and the mainland was not safficient

to take their products to market, and did not afford
proper facilities for passenger traffic. They felt the
resources of the Island, taxed as they were for the
construction of a railway, were inadequate to cope with
this question; and I believe—and I think my fellow
members from that Province will bear out the statement—
that the inducement which operated most strongly in
gaining the consent of the people to enter into the Union
was the solemn compact, offered by the Dominion and
accepted by the Island, that efficient steam communication
should be maintained. The Island may be small in point of
population, but no one can conceive, unless he lives there,
the difficulties we are under during several months of the
year, in respect to our communication with the mainland.
Not only is passenger traffic seriously interfered with, but
our people are unable to carry their products to market or
to purchase the goods they require. After we came into
the Union an attempt was made —a very miserable attempt
—by the late Government, but I suppose it «was the bost
they could do under the circumstances, when they put t4e-
steamer Albert on the route. They omployed, as T am
given to undersiand, the best one they could get, and she
performed the service two scasons. She did that in an
unsatisfactory manner, but the people were not disposed to
grumble. They were disposed to give fair play to the
Government, and they had plenty of time to carry out
the conpact. There was some political grumbling, of
course, but the mass of the people felt convinced that
before many years this compact would be faithfully
performed. Then the Northern Light was put on. A
great deal of opprobrium has been cast upon that vessel,
and upon her builders, but I think those who know anything
about the question at all will admit that the Northern Light
was a great success, in many respocts a complete success,
and experience has shown us wherein her defects lay and
how they can be improved. She was a success, in that she
solved the question of the feasibility of crossing the straits
in winter by a steamer. It was contended by many that it
was a mad scheme, that no steamer could be built capable of
pushing through the ice in the winter months, and even
some practical men shared in that opinion. Butl the Gov-
ernment of the day, led by the hon. member for East York
(Mr. Mackenzie), put on this boat, and I believe those efforts
of the Government received full credit from the people as
showing an honest intention to grapple fairly with the ques-
tion. At that time pressure wzs brought to bear upon the
Government to induce them to improve the communication
between Cape Traverse and Cape Tormentine. I do not
know whether hon. gentlemen are aware of it, but the ser-
vice now carried out between these two capes, a distance of
only nine miles, i8 no better than it was thirty or forty
years ago. When the Northern Light was put upon the
route between Georgetown and Pictou.the Government of
the day asked, I believe, that they should not be pressed to
make any large expenditure in connection with the Cape
route until they saw whether the Northern Light answered
the purpose required oi’ her. That was some little
excuse; the people of the Island were patient and they took
the boat the Government gave them, although there
was a very violent attack made upon her from time to
time by some politiciana, Nevertheless the Northern Light
is a success, and has solved the problem in so far as she has
proved that the compact the Dominion Government under-
took is capable of being carried out. It is only a question
of willingness on the part of the Government to do it; it
is only a question of a small amount of money. When the
hon. gentleman who held the po-ition of Minister of Marine
and Iisheries threc years ago was elested from the Island,
he expre=sed a strong opinion that the Northern Light was
not what she ought to he, an he made repeated promises to
improve the mesns of communication. I may say that

when that hon. gentleman took a seat in the Ministry



44 COMMONS

DEBATES. FeBRUARY 19,

there was a feeling of great disappointment in the Island,
because, after the yenr 1878, when the present Govern-
ment came into power, nothing was done in reference to
that question, although the Island was represented in the
Ministry. I think I am not going beyond the facts in

stating that up to this time, since the advent of the pre-

sent Government to power in 1878, not a single step has
been taken in connection with this service, with the excep-
tion of the motion made by the hon. Minister of Railways
last Session for the construction of the branch railway.
Time and again we are promised that efforts would be made
to fulfil the compact, but so far nothing has been done.
We are willing to acknowledge, indeed subsequent events
have shown that the late Minister of Marine and Fisheries
was not, perhaps, altogether responsible for his neglect in
that matter. 1 should be very sorry, in the present sad
condition of his mind, to say a word which would reflect on
him or hurt the feelings of his friends. We are disposed to
acknowledgg that it was owing to the fact that his health
was breaking up that nothing was done, because if he had

ossessed the push that once characterized him in public
ife he would have taken steps to have had the agreement
carried out. I will do him that justice; I believe he is
excused on that ground by people generally, because subse-
quent events have shown that his mind was more or less
giving way, and that he was not able to grapple with ques-
tions in the able way in which he had once dealt with them.
In 1880 the people began to think that it was time for them
to move, and throngh their representatives in the Local
Parliament they presente a joint address to His Excellency
the Governor General, which set forth the shortcomings of
the Dominion Government in this respect. I have refreshed
my mind by looking over that address, aud I see the charges
are very plain and specific; and I wish to call the attention
of hon. gentlemen opposite, particularly the Minister of
Railways, who, I believe, takes great interest in this
question, to the fact that the address was voted
unabimously, by both branches of the Legislature,
and” by both political parties. I am proud to say it
has not been made a political question, at all events for the
last year or two. It was made a political question, how-
ever, when the late Government were in power, and we
depregated that mode of treating the question; but since the
present Government have been in power it has not been
made a political issue, because we believe the best interests
of the Island will be advanced by all parties joining hands
to aid the Government to do what is reasonable and just.
We do not demand anything unfair, or that which cannot
be carried out. We submit that this compact, made with
the Dominion, can be carried out without Prince Edward
Island receiving anything unfair in the shape of a money
grant, or asking the Government to do a thing which is
impossible. I do not deny that some people ask impossible
things, Ireceived papers containing resolutions from Prince
Edward Island to-day, asking for more than I can approve,
resolutions not calculated to advance the question, because
they ask for the impossible. But we do not ask anything
of the kind ; we ask simply what is reasonable and just.
No notice was taken by the Dominion Government of the
address passed in 1880, further than to acknowledge in a
despatch to the Lieut.-Governor that such an address had
been received, When the Local Legislature met last year,
I looked through the Journals to see what had taken place.
1 found that the hon. the First Minister telegraphed to the
Local Premier stating that he was fully alive to the import-
ance of the question. Iam not aware that any membecr of
the Government has ever denicd that we have a grievarce
which ought to be rcmedied; they all acknowiedge the
fact, but we get nothing more than a simple acknowledg-
ment, and that does not give us continuous communication.
The hon. the First Minister telegraphed, on the 21st March,
as follows 1=

Mr. Davies.

Otrawa, March 21st, 1882.
Hon. W. W. SuLLIVAN.

. The Government are_giving their earnest consideration to the gues-
tion of winter communication betweer your Island and the mainland.
I will write in a day or two.

(Signed)

I am not aware whether the First Minister found time to
write at greater length ; no letter has ever been published
in our Journals or in the records of this House. But the
Government were giving their earnest attention to the ques-
tion then, and I hope and trust that before very long we
shall hear from the lips of some of the hou. gentlemen res-
ponsible for the carrying out of the compact the result of
that earnest consideration, and what the Government has
determined to do. That telegram was sent shortly before
the local elections. I would not for a moment intimate
that it was intended to have any effect on the clections.
I am sure the hon. gentleman would not attempt any-
thing of the kind, but it came down just before the local
elections took place, and was circulated throughout the
length and breadth of the Island. Mark you, it was promul-
gated through the Island for years, that the late Govern-
ment were no friends to the peopie, but that the present
Government were their friends and would do everything for
them. The people waited. Nothing was received in answer
to the joint address sent to the Governor General beyond
a simple acknowledgment of its receipt, but a telegram
was sent just before the local elections stating that the
Domininon Government were earnestly considering the
subject, and I hope the result of that consideration will
be that the Government will come to the conclusion—it
is the only conclusion that they ought to come to—that
the matter shonld be practically dealt with, and that at
once; that they will acknowledge the justice of our case
and not keep it open any longer.  After that telegram
came down they went to the polls, and the Local Govern-
ment were sustained by a very narrow majority—I
do not know whether they would have been sustained
at all except for that telegram. They were, how-
ever, sustained by a parrow majority, and are no doubt
willing that the subject should receive the earnest con-
sideration which the hon. gentleman is willing to give. it.
The Mackenzie Government, in addition to building the
Northern Light and placing her on the route between
Georgetown and Pictou, had a survey made for a railway
between Cape Traverse and the Island railway ; and if they
had been returned to power in 1872, no doubt they would
have completed the surveys and built the road. in intro-
ducing a Bill for the construction of a branch railway in
Prince Kdward Island, the Hon, the Minister of Railways
last Session said the Dominion Government had entirely
failed to carry out its obligations to Prince Edward Island.
T quote from Hansard :

‘ To carry ont the engagement of the Dominion Government with
Prince Edward Island, the Dominion Government had the gteamer
Northern Light constructed, but that steamer, though effecting consid-
erable improvement in the existing communications, entirely failed in
maintaining continuous communication. Thelate Government directed
a survey to be made between the Intercolonial Railway and Cape Tor-
mentine oa the one side and Cape Traverse and the Island Railway on
the other. This survey was completed and a Report made by the able
engineer appointed by the late Government, recommending the best
points for railway connection. And we are now carrying out the policy
lc;:dt:t,z}plated by the late Government in ordering this survey to be
The hon. gentleman thus attempted by a Bill which he
introduced subsequent to his speech on the construction of
the railway, to carry out the policy of the late Govern-
ment ; but they have not made any further proposal with a
view to remedy evils which admittedly exist. Just before the
late elections you could not visit any district of the
Island without meeting one or two officials connected with
the survey. We do not complain of that for we were glad

JOHN A, MACDONALD.

| to see them ; but what we do complain of is the delay which
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has taken place. I hope, Sir, that this matter will not be
kept over until another general election for party
purposes;” and I protest against this being done. We
have been trifled with already too long. An hon, gentle-
man smiles, and I do not wonder at it ; but this is
no smiling matter to us. It is, in fact, no smiling
matter at all. Now, when the late elections were
over, what became of the surveyors? We could not find
one of them ; a week afterwards not a surveyor was to be
found ; they packed up their tents, like the Arabs by
night, and stole silently away. Not one of them was
to be seén throughont the length and breadth of the!
Island. Some surveyors, it is true, were at Hast Point;
but, I will not drag that questionin here today. What I
want to press on the attention of the hon. gentleman
to-day is, since he has acknowledged, and acknowledged
frankly and fully, that we have a substantial grievance, and
that the Dominion Government has failed to carry out their
compact, Parliament having been induced to grant the
money for the purposes, to see, that the Government carry
out at any rate their part of the compact; and see that
this is done at once. What earthly reason can
there be for adopting any other comrse. 1 understand that
the money will have to be re-voted this Session. The hon.
gentleman, I believe, gave some private reason for the Gov-
ernment’s delay ; they were waiting for some private com-
pany in New Brunswick to build the Tormentine Branch
Ruilway. Buatthatis no reason in the world. It is no
legitimate excuse. The hon. gentleman has acknow-
ledged that the road ought to be built; Parliament has
voted the money with which to build it, and I think
it is nut going too far when I insist that as far as he
can the hon. gentleman will carry out the wishes
of Parliament, and his own intentions, as he has
here expressed them.  Well, now, Mr. Speaker, one word
before I close, as to what we veally want—and I do not
think that our demands are unreasonable. I will call the
attention of the Postmaster Gencral to this point: The
contract for the conveyance of the mails during the sum-
mer i3 now, I believe, about at an end, and the Government
¢cither have renewed it for a limited time or are about doing
s0. I do not wish to make a charge against the company
who have been doing this service. On the contrary, I
believe they huave carried it out—as far as their contract
compelled them —very well. They have had excellent cap-
tains on the boats. Better men could not be found in any
part of the world. What I complain of with reference to
the summer communication is this: Paddle boats do very
well during the summer months, but we must have daily
communication with Pictou. I see the hon. member for
Pictou opposite, and I hope that he will join with me
in making this demand; and his constiluents are as much
interesied in this nater as are mine. We must have
daily communication with Pictou; but the boats only run
there now three or four times a week, which is most incon-
venient in conneciion with our business with Nova Scotia.
Answers to letters cannot be got for two or three days; and
in no respect are we on the same level in this relation
with other parts of the Dominion, where a telegram can
be sent for twenty five cents; while if we do not get our
letters, we cannot send a telegram even of ten words from
the Islind unaer seventy-five cents; and, therefore, it is of

treble importsnce to us to have mail communi-
cation well mauaintained. The demand which we
make with reference to mail communication is—

that there must be a daily boat between Charlottetown
and Pictou, as well as between Charlottetown and Summer-
side, and I hoye and trust that provision will be made in
the new contract, to whomever the contract is given, whether
to the present or a new company, by which the company
will be sufficiently subsidized to enable them to put screw
boats during the fall months on the route, in order to

keep the harbors open for at least two or three weeks later
than is now the case. In Prince Edward Island the ship-
ping season is confined to very few weeks, and by the time
that our farmers have their grain and other crops out of
the ground and hauled to market, the season is almost
at an end. There is consequently a very great rush;
and this is the crucial po'nt—keeping the harbors open
for one or two weeks longer than is at present the case.
Now, paddle boats are capital boats during summer
and mild weather, but they will not do during the fall
months and December, because the moment that two or
three inches of ice forms in the harbors, these boats have
to be laid up; therefore I submit that the hon. gentleman
in his new contract with the Steam Navigation Company
should adopt the course I have recommended. I believe,
for my part, that the present company has conducted
the service excellently well. They have done what
their contract compels them to do, but the mo-
ment that ice forms, they are allowed by their contract
Lo stop their boats. I hope that the hon. gentleman, when
he makes a new contract, will see that the contractors are
compelled to provide boats which can keep our harbors
open at any rate for a fortnight longer in the fall of the
year. Why, last autumn, the harbors froze up very early ;
and there is still an immense quantity of all kinds of pro-
djice lying in the warehouses of Summerside and Charlotte-
town, such as pork, lard, butter and hides, and everything
else which the Island exports, and this produce must there
remain until next spring. It occasions great loss to the
commercial community, when they are not able to ship this
produce in the fall, and also to the farmers, although the
loss is not 8o heavy to the latter, owing to the fact
that they have then disposed of most of their produce
to the merchants, a large number of whom are thus
almost ruined. Then there is the canned goods in-
dustry, which is a very large one. Large quantities of
canned fish and other canned goods are sent from the
Island ; but the moment a little frost comes the paddle
steamer stops, and these canned goods and all the other
produce of the Island, awaiting shipment, have to be left in
the warehouses all winter. Of course many hon. members
may not think that this is a great grievance; but it is
really a very serious matter. It affccts Princo Edward
Island almost more than anything else, and I hope and
trast that when a new contract is entered into the hon. the
Postmaster Gencral will increase the subsidy, and, as a sine
qua non, will insist that the comyany shall provide a proper
boat, capable of keeping the harbors open a little longer in
the autumn than is at present the casc. That is all I have
to say with reference to the summer service. 1 now come
to the winter service. The Northern Light has solved a
good many points for us. If has taught us this: whkhile the
navigation of the straits can be kept open for the greater
part of the winter, for a period of four or five weeks they
cannot be navigated by a steamer at all, and we are then
driven to take the Capes reute. I believe that every mem-
ber of this House and of the Senate, from the Island, crossed
at the Cape in a small open boat of fourteen or fifteen feet
keel; butthe House will hardly credit the statement, that
on neither side is there a boat house or shed of any kind,
with which to cover the boate. You come down on a cold
morning with wife, or lady friends, and are compelled ot
pass to the boat amid slush and wet. 1 must say that the
men do their best to keep the passengers dry and clean,
but how can they do so completcly? They have no boat
house to cover their boats, which they have to tug at, and
pull over theice at the Capos at the vick of theirlives. Tbope,
that the Government will rcmedy this state of affairs. It i8
the least that they can do; and I think that they will doit.
I do not know who is to blame for the supinencss shown in
not providing a proper boat house, The blame rests some-
where ; and not only is a boat house required and accommoda-
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tion for the crews, but proper water boats to enable the passage
to be made when there is a mile o two of open water and the
wind is blowirg bard. The passage has to be made in these
little ice b iats, ani luggage is freqnently damaged by the
water and sometimes the lives of the puassengers placed in
jeopardy. Ibelieve that the contraclors offercd to putontwo
better boats, and man them with a proper crew, in order that
the passengers might 1 't be d-tained, as they ate, and have
been during the past winter,as well asduring the present win-
ter. This detention haslasted sometimes for a week,or ten days
atatime. TheGovernmenthavcacted fo lishly in entrusting
this matter to the Postmaster of Charlottetown. I do not
want to make any positive charge against this person, for 1
am not aware what his instructions are, but somebody is
very much to blame for haggling about a couple of hundred
dollars which ought to be paid in order to secure these neces-
sary water boats and sheis. 'When I came over with four or
five others, we had to wait for fHur or five days at the Cape,
simply because there was no water boat to take us across a
mile of water. This oughtnotto be. From eighteen to twenty
ladies and gentlemen, including commercial travellers, who
were, for many reasong, very desirous of crossing, were
delayed, when [ was there, simply because the party who
is auth rized to deal with this matter, would not take the
responsibility of spending a’ few hundred dollars to remedy
the pre<ent state of affuirs. I ask the hon. Minister who has
this mattor specially in charge that he will see that proper
sheds are built on both sides for the purpose of protection,
and that sleeping apartments are provided for the men. A
hardier and betier class of men cannot be found anywhere;
they are trained to the service, and only trained men can per-
form the service, The work eannot be dore by ordinary men,
for it requires that they should be as agile as cats or chamois
goats o that they may be able to syring from one eake of
ice to ancther. These men come from miles around and are
are totally destitute of shelier, so far as the GGovernment are
concerned, and they have to sleep where they can in the far-
mers’ houses, This protection should be afforded without
delay, beeause whether the Government put on a new steam-
boat, or two new sicamboats to take the place of the
Northern Light, there always will be a period of four or five
and sometimes six we ks during the winter months when
people must cross by the Cape. In the year 1880 the Minister
of Railways addressed this House at some length on the sub-
ject of the Northern Lioht. He acknowledged our grievance
and promised to provide the remedy. Ile s2id :

*‘ The subject has remsined in abeyance until the further experiment
be tried of how far steam communication between the capes can be estab-
lished for mail service. The mails are now carried between the capes
by icc boatg; but [ am in hopes it will be found that eitber the Northern
Lzght or a boat more specially constructed for that service will be able
to maintain regular communication, or decidedly improve it, by making
it less trying to passengers than by the ice boat system. Itis incum-
bent upon the Government to carry out, as far as possible, the cobliga-
tion of steam communicutions between the [sland and the rest of the
Dominion ; and, no doubt, althougha verylarge expenditure is involved
in the proposed whatves at the capes, | believe it can be greatly reduced
by getting a boat of lighter draught "’

The hon. gertleman  made this statement frankly
and fully, and I hope he will now carry out his
promise. At other times the hon. Minister has acknow-
ledged that this subject was one which reguired atten-
tion at the hands of the Government, but the matter has
gone on from year to year without action beiug taken,
until the patience of those who are interested is almost
exhausted. The Northern Light has done good service in
the past but she can be grealty improved upon, and besides
the boat is almost worn out. The Minister of Marine und
Fisheries will not say I am mistaken when I state that
though she was repaired last summer she wasnot subjected
to Lloyd’s inspection. It was not expected when the boat
was built that it would last more than eight years, and it
has now performed the service for about that time, Under
the fiscal policy of the present Government we are com-
Mr, DaviEs.

pelled to buy our goods from Canada instead of from
England, where we could purchase them cheaper. At the
present time the warehouses of Pictou are filled with goods
awaiting transportation to the Island, but the Northern Light
is not adapted to the carriage of freight. I am informed,
and it is currently reported in the Island, that the Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries, or some one in his Depart-
ment instructed his agent in Prince Edward Island, or the
captain of the boat, not to allow her to run this
winter unless he was perfectly certain that no pos-
sible danger could be incurred. I do not say this
statement is true ; in fact I hope it will be contradicted , but
it is said that the captain was informed that if he went out
he would go at his own personal risk. If these instructions
were sent the whole service will become a farce, for the boat
never could go into the ice without great risk. But though
the boat is worn out and will not be able to last more than
another season the has done good service in the past, and the
experience of her officers has been such as will enable them
to give useful hints to the Government for the construction
of a new boat. Year by year the quantity of produce.to be
shipped, and the number of passengers to be carried, are in-
creasing, and Ido not think weare asking too muchindemand-
ing that the Government should put on two boats instead of
the Northern Light,as they would be pretty well occupied
with freight all through the winter months. It seems to
me that this demand is a reasonable one, even if we had
not a contract with the Dominion at all. But when they
solemnly entered into this contract, we are enti:led to ask
that it shall be faithfully kept. I do not think there is one
hon. member from the Island who will say that this
matter is one that should be referred to a Commission.
There is nothing to enguire about; the facts are all well
known tothe Minister of Railways and the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries—just as well known as they could b after
months of enquiry. The captain and engineer of the boat
can give the Government all the information they require
as to improvements which might be made in the new vessels,
No delay should be incurred in making that servicc—to use
the words of the compact—efficient, and in giving us con-
tiruous communication with the mainland. Tbe mass of the
people are willing to be taxed for tho construction of great
public worke in other parts of the Dominion, and all they
axk in return is that the compact made with them, that they
should have contipuous steam communication connecting
them with the railways of Nova Scotia and New Bruuswirk,
shall be carried out. I make this motion as no mere
matter of form; I make it becanse the people from one
end of the Island to the other are agitating this question
with the greatest possible earnestness. I believe that the
faith which a large number of the peop'e of the Ixland
have expressed in the present Government—a faith which
I never profess to have had myself—that they could carry
out the Terms of the Union, and their belief in the promises
which leading members of the Administratior ‘ave made
from time to time wiil be seriously shuken, unless some
active measures are at once taken by hon. genticmen oppo-
site to carry out these terms and to fuifil these promises.

Mr. YEO. I am pleased that this question hasagain been
brought up in this House. I had hoped from the action of
the Government last summer, aboat the time of the elections,
that the matter would have been attended to before row.
It has been before the House for nearly eight years,
but it seems as if it were no nearer settloment than ever. I
hope the Government who have zgain been returned with a
large majority—a fuct which I, tor one. greatly regret — will
take up the question at once and deal farly with the people
of Prince Edward Island. I would just like to see s7me of
the M::..-ters undergo the experience that we have un-
dergone, who have had to cross the strait once or twice a
year, for if they had that experience 1 believe they would
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lose no time in providing the proper means of crosging. 1
certainly would like to see one or two of the gentlemen make
a trip down to the Island for the benefit of ‘their health and
the good of Prince Edward Island. The hon. member for
Queen’s has spoken of steam communication in summer,
which is a matter of greatimportance to us. What we want
is new boats. The boats now used have been there a long
time, and are altogether unfit for the service. We want two
new paddle-wheel boats of large capacity for freight and
passengers for summer, and two strong screw boats for the
fall and winter service. The screw boats to run betwecn
Summerside and Shediac as long as possible. This would
lengthen the season of navigation at least three weeks, which
would be of the greatest importance to the inhabitants of the
wo 1 end of the Island. With all the great cry about the
National Policy and the benefit it was to do this Dominion,
we do not feel any good results from it there. In fact,
we are very much against it; but, if we had boats which
would run late in the fall, and enable us to transport
our goods to and from the Islands, there would not be so
much discontent, We need two new boats for summeY and
two for winter service, so that one might leave Pictou and
one Georgetown at the same time. If there is nothing done
now, I believe the people of the Island are getting so ex-
cited over the matter that they will either go in for a
tunnel or appeal to the Imperial Parliament for separation,
and I do not know but one of these courses is as good as the
other. But something must be done. The Minister of
Railways, when he sat on this side of the House, and the
late Government was in power, was as active as any gentle-
man from Prince Edward Island in demanding that this
grievance should be remedied, and I thought we only
needed a change of Government to have that dome. I do
not know what the reason is, but the hon. gentleman
has kept very quiet on the subject ever since he has been in
a position to do anything for us. 1t is probable that the
branch railway will be built, but in connection with it the
winter cape service should be made more efficient. Sheds
should be built for the boats and their erews, and larger ice
boats and water boats provided. The men who perform
that service should also be better paid, as hitherto they have
been very insdequately remunerated for their diffieult and
dangerous work. I hope and tiust, however, that the
Government will take this matter into their consideration
:Et once, and deal liberally with the people of Prince Edward
sland.

Mr. JENKINS. The question brought before the notice of
this House by my hon. colleague is one possessing the deepest
interest for the people of Prince Edward Island, and I cor-
dially endorse ail that he has said as to its great importance to
their trade and commerce. But, Sir, when my hon. colleague
questions the sincerity of the present Government and their
intention to improve the means of communication with the
Island, I cannotagree with him. I have firm faith, not
only in the sincerity of their intentions, but also in their
ability to carry out any scheme for improving steam
communication between Prince Edward Island and the main.
land. My hon. colleague says he does not believe in a Com-
mittee; he says there is nothing to enquire about. On this
point I differ entirely from him. I thinkthereiseverything
to enquire about, and I think the fact that no Govern-
ment has ever hai any reliable information with regard to
the difficulties of communication, is a very good reason why
they may not have taken action in the matter. My hon.
colleague thinks the Jate Government were entirely sincere
in their efforts to give us steam communication. I will not
differ from him on that point; I will not question their
sincerity, but 1 do question their wisdom. They took the
Northern Light off the hands of its builder. She was
not built for crossing the straits, but for passing
up and down the St. Lawrence—a very different service.
She is built very light and narrow, in the shape of a ram, and

when she tries to pass through the fields of ice in the straits,
she sticks, and cannot stand the constant concussion to which
she is subjected. If we wunt to overcome the difficulties of
winter navigation, I believe we must take the Northern
Light, not as a model, but as a medel to avoid in every par-
ticular. Shc was not intended for the service and was
utterly unfit for it. When she first came to Charlottetown
I walked out on the ice, which was just sufficient to bear the
weight of a man, and she waz not able to go through more
than one third of her length at each attempt. I told the cap-
tain: “If you turn her stern foremost she will go,” and Ad-
miral MeClintock, who visited Prince Edward Island last
summer, made the same remark. Althoughshe isunfitfor the
service, I think a ship may be built which will overcome the
difficulties of winter communication on almost all occasions.
These difficulties are a given weight of ice, impelled by a
given force of wind and tide. To overcome these obstacles,
we must get a greater weight and greater force. I see no
difficulty in this. I may say that I placed on the Table, a
day ago, a potice to have a Committee formed to enguire into
that point, on which we have at present no reliable informa-
tion. No two men will agree as to the depths of icea
steamer will go through, or as to the amount of ice that
comes in a couglomerated form, piled together. Nor do
they agree as to the power of resistance required. I think
a Committee may be very useful, not ouly in acquiring reli-
able information, but in sifting that information. We know
that in Prince Edward Islaud there are sectional interests,

and these interests are conflicting, Of the peoplo
who reside in different localities, esch one thinks
his is the proper localily for winter navigation,

I was coming up in the train with a gentleman
who lives in Georgetown, and hesaid: “ There should beno
sectional jealousy: Georgetown is the place.” KEvery man
thinks the same of his own locality. 1 believe if this Com-
mittee is formed and if it sifts the evidence properly, it will
have this good effect: that the people belonging to the differ-
ent sections will see that theirinterests have not been over-
looked, as they would think they were if it were meroly a
scientific committee, without a representation for the differ-
ent districts, My view of winter navigation is: that we
should put a steamer where the men now cross and put
ice boats on board the stcamer. Ifthe steamers were unable
to pass through the ice, then the ice boat could easily get
over it, because the heavy ice which would obstruct the
steamer would make easy work for the boats. My hon. col-
league has spoken to the effect that efficient steam navigation
was a strong factor in inducing the people of the Island to
overcome their reluctance to Confederation. I can endorse
that statement. When Confederation was first propounded,
only ninety-four of the wholeinhabitants of the Island could
be found to endorse it, and I may say I was one of the
uinety-four. Again, when the subject was brougbt up in
the Local Legislature, a resolution was passed, stating that
no terms could be offered to Prince IEdward Island which
could be accepted. That resolution was passed by & major-
ity, I think, of twenty-five to four, and I way add I wasone
of the four, Better terms were afierwards offered, but they
also were rejected. Afterwards what are now known as the
“better terms” were offered, and I am certain that the
policy of continuous steam navigation between the Island
and the mainland was a strong factor in inducing the
people to overcome their reluctance to Confederation. It
is impassible to over-rate the importance of steam naviga-
tion to the people of our Province, We are in an isolated
position, We are unable to benefit directly by the National
Policy, which has had so very beneficial effect on the

| other Provinces, because we are unable to enter into manu-

facturing. If we had continuous steam navigation, I
believe manufactures, to a certain extent, would be carried
on, and we would benefit, both divectly and indirectly, by
the National Policy. The people of the Island in 1878,
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when the National Policy was first proposed, saw that they,
individually, could not benefit by that policy, but they
loyally acceded to it and sent five out of six members to en-
dorse it. I think that that fuct should induce this House,
if Prince Edward Island required more than justice,
togive us a little more than justice; but we do
not look for more than justice. We look simply
for the carrying out of the Terms of the Union in regard
to steam communication, My hon. colleague has spoken as
to the branch line at Cape Traverse and seems rather to
doubt the sincerity of the hon. Minister of Ruilways in
having had an amount voted last Session for the construc-
tion of that railway. The people of the Island are not in
unison as to the point at which that branch should tap the
- mainline. The hon. member was in favor of the branch from
the county line to Cape Traverse. A very important sec-
tion of country along the line betwcen Wiltshire and Cape
Traverse are in favor of having a longer branch from Cape
Traverse to North Wiltshire. This will have the advantage
of passing through a very fertile country, four of the
largest and most fertile settlements of the whole Island
lying in that line, and the inhabitants of those points are
very anxious the line should run in that direction. The
hon. Minister of Railways gave me a promise, that before
any action should be taken in regard to the building of the
line, that route would be surveyed, and if practicable,
adopted. That, I belicve, is one of the reasons for the delay
in building the branch. = With regard to the boat houses, I
may also say that in November I had an interview with the
hon. Postmaster General, and he promised that the boat
houses would be built and the water boats put on, if the
contractors would place them in the contract at anything
like a reasonable sum. When I returned to the lsland I
had an interview with Captain Irvine, and we agreed on
what was a reasonable sum, to build the boat houses and
put on the water boats, but when he conferred with
his partner, they came to the conclusion the season was
too far advanced, and they could mnot get lumber to
build the boat houses. That is the reason the houses
were mnot built. As to the water boats, the con-
tractors did not seem prepared to put on the water
boats this season, but I ~believe next season boat
houses will be built and water boats put on. I am sure
they will prove of great benefit to the passengers, because,
as my hon. colleague has said, onc of the greatest hardships
in crossing is to get into an icy cold wretched boat. The
people of the Island have for a leng time been very patient,
I think too patient. They have now awakened to the necessi-
ties of their position. This year they have been aroused,
because it is & matter of fact that a very large proportion
of the products of the season remain on the Island to the
great loss of the furmers and shippers and the consumers on
this side. The necessities of their trade arc so great, owing
to the increased acreage of cultivation, that the peopleof the
Island are alive 10 the fact that they must do their best and
put their shoulders to the wheel. A meeting was held
lately at which strong resolutions were passed. 1 wish my
hon. colleague had delayed his notice of motion until we
would have had these resolutions, and the petitions being
signed throughout the country, before this House.
They, T think, would have strengthened our position. As
to steam communication, I have an idea of my own.
T believe that the Terms of Union will never be carried out
until we have a steamer running between Capes Traverse
and Tormeutine, which will be able to carry cars from the
Island line to the Intercolonial. Now, the advantages of
that to Prince Ildward Island would be incalculable. It
would prove also a very large feeder to the Intercolonial
Railway, and would draw a large traffic to the Prince Ed-
ward lsland Railway. It would be of immense benefit to
the farmers by enabling them to send their fresh meat, fish,
and eggs to the large manufacturing towns in the United
Mr, JENKINS,

States, and I believe it would revolutionize the system of
farming as well as the carrying trade of the Island. That
is a question which I hope to see brought before the House
in a more mature form at a fature time. My hon. colleague
has expressed doubts as to the sincerity of the present Gov-
ernment, but I am quite sure the present Government has
the best feeling towards Prince Edward Island, and I am
sure that under their rule Prince Edwaid Island, instead of
being the step-child of the Dominion, as she was under the
late Government, will become the pet child. I think we
have every reason to hope so. The hon. the leader of the
Opposition said a few days ago,in the debate on the Address,
that he felt it his duty to throw a shadow over the bright
picture of sunshine and prosperity that had been presented
to the House. I think we ought to hope that it may lorg
remain the province of the hon. member to cast only a
metaphorical shade over the prosperity which now gladdens
the hearts of the people of the Dominion.

Mr. McINTYRE (King’s, P.EL) This question has
been go thoroughly discussed by the hon. gentlemen who
have preceded me, that I shall say but little more on this
occasion. This is not a new subject on the floor of this
House. In 1874, when I had the honor of a seat hore
before, it was a subject of discussion on several occasions, As
a consequence of those discussions, the Northern Light was

laced on the route between Pictou and Georgetown, and 1
think that all parties since that time have come to the con-
clusion that the boat has performed excellent service, both
gides of politics in the Island to-day agreeing on that point.
Of course she has not accomplished all that we desire, but
she has done remarkably well so far as shortening our
winter is concerned. She has cut off three or four weeks
on each side of winter, both spring and fall, This year,
unfortunately, navigation closed very early in theseason ; in
fact, large masses of ice were drifting down from the north-
east at the very time our lakes and rivers were being frozen.
The Northern Light does very wellin the fall and spring of
the year, as long as the ice is loose. But an experience of
8ix or seven years shows that we require a better service,
and we shall expect to see all these improvements etfected
which hon. gentlemen have suggested. We shall expect that
the hon. gentlemen who now govern the country will make
such improvements in our communication as the people of
the Island may justly ask for. I have long been of the
opinion that Pictou is not the proper place for the boat to
go. I think Cape George is a much better place, because
there is open water between the Island side and that Cape;
however, I understand that the breakwater there has boen
destroyed, so we must depend on Pictou, for a while at least,
as the mainland port. hat we require now is a large boat,
in fact two of them, to make our winter communication
what it ought to be. We also require more attention paid
to our summer communication in the eastern and southern
sections of King’s County. One of the Fishwick boats now
calls at Murray Harbor. I believe she should also call at
the Port of Souris, from which, in summer, a large quantity
of canned fish and other freight might be shipped. For
several weeks of the year it is very difficult for any ship
to get through the ice between Pictou and Georgetown. In
the present year the 10th of January was the last occasion
that the Northern Light made any attempt to cross. As
far as the branch railway is concerned, I think, as the
money has been appropriated for that purpose, the branch
ought to be constructed, because in the dead of winte: tl.i:
will be our only meaus of communication to and from tho
New Brunswick shore. For that reason we have every right to
expect that the Government will go on with the construetion
of thatrailway. In factfrom what wesaw last summer, when
the elections were in progress, we expected the branch
would be completed before the elections were over. .1
have always contended that we should have improved
communication in that direction, It is impossible for the
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people much longer to suffer the present inconvenience ; in
fact, we are no better off now than when we entered Con-
federstion. In connection with this, I must say that what-
ever favors the Island received from the Liberal Adminis-
tration, for the last four years at least, no attempt whatever
has been made to improve the service of the Northern
Light. 1am sure that the House must have been sarprised
to learn from the hon. gentleman who has just taken bhis
seat that the Northern Light was built for the St. Law-
rence River. This is the first time I have heard of it. There
are one or two gentlemen from the Island in this House who
were here in the spring of 1876, and they will remember that
that boat was built expressly for the Island. The model was
approved by the members who were then in this House. She
was built expressly for the service in which she was then
rh)ﬁ'a%d. I quite agree with the hon. member for Queen’s
%{ . Davies) who spoke first on the Opposition side of the
ouse, I thinkit would be useless at this stage to ask fora
committee of enquiry. A committeeofenquiry canonlyresult
in further delay, and we do not want any further delay. What
we want now is the immediate construction of the branches,
and the immediate construction of two boats to take the place
of the Northern Light, as she is getting old and worm-eaten,
--and will not be able to drag out more than a year or two more.

I am surprised that any hon. gentleman from Prince-

Edward Island can come to this House and approve of the
National Policy with the present condition of the Island
staring him in the fice. We were never in a worse condi-
tion, within our recollection or within the recollection of
the oldest inhabitant, than we are just now. A great deal
of the misery and poverty we now suffer, and the exodus of
our young men, are due to that policy. Emigration has
never been so large as it has been this last fall and summer.
There is nothing on the Island for the people to do. T think

that the motion of the hon. member for Queen’s (P. E. 1.)

is scarcely sufficient, and I thereforo beg leave to move the
following ameadment :—

That the following words be added at the end of the said motion :(—
‘' also copies of all instructions issued to the Agent of the Marine and
Fisheries Department at Prince £dward Island, relating to the running
of the Northern Light during the present season, and all correspondence
on that subject.”’

Mr, HACKETT. The question referred to in the motion of
the hon, member for Queen’sis one of very great importance
to Prince Edward Island, It is not a new question; it has
been discussed by Parliament, within my knowledge, every
Session for the last four years, and the representatives of
the Island have availed themselves of every opportunity to
have it fully discussed. At the time of Confederation
great inducements were held out to the Island to enter into
the Union, tempting offers were made, but they were all
rejected by the people for the simple fact that owing to our
isolated position and our being shut off from the mainland
doring four months of the year, it would be quite impossible
to consummate the Union. They said it was impossible
to expect that we on the Island, having to contribute large
sums for the construction of public works on the mainland,
conld enter the Canadian Confederation unless the Island
was placed in continuous communication with the mainland.
To meet their views on this question the following clause
was inserted in the Terms of tho Union. I will read it to
show there is no reservation whatever in the clause :

‘ Efficient steam service for the conveyance of mails and passengers
to be established and maintained between the Island and the mainland
of the Dominion, winter and summer, thus placing the Island in con-

tinuous communication with the Intercolonial Railway and the railway
system of the Dominion,”

I want to show how this has been carriel out. The ser-
vice may be divided into two branches, the summer and
winter service. The same boats are running in summer as
were ruaning in 1873 at the time of the Union—there has

no improvement at ali. I believe the subsidy has been

increased, but there has been no improvement in the means
of communication. The services are performed by an Island
company, and I do not want to say a word in disparage-
ment of the company; they have performed the work to
the best of their ability, their boals are well manned and
the officers are obliging and courteous; but the trade has
overgrown the accommodation provided by the company
during the last four years the National Policy has %een
in force. The result has been, as was predicted by hon.
gentlemen at present occupying the Treasury benches,
that there has been an increased volume of trade in the
Province. I am very hgpgg to state that such has been
the result with respect io Prince Edward Island; the vol-
ume of trade has increased immensely daring the time the
National Policy has been in force, and in consequence of
that increased trade the Government should be called
u%)on to afford additional facilities for the purposo
of carrying on that trade. We, in Prince Edward
Island, are not in a position to embsrk to any great
extent in manufactures; we are an agricultural people; but
we are benefiting by the growth of manufactures in other
Provinces—by the erection of sugar refinories at Moncton,
Halifax, and other centres, and of cotton factories at
Moncton, St. John and elsewhere—and it will doubtless
be the policy of the Government, in carrying out the
system of protection and fostering the manufactures of
the country, to afford the agriculturists of Prince Edward
Island facilities to develop in like manner and allow
them the means of taking advantage of the markets created
by the National Policy. The hon. member for King’s
(Mr. McIntyre) has spoken of great poverty existing on
the Island at the present time. It has always been the
case that Grits have proclaimed poverty, disaster and ruin,
but I am somewhat surprised that my hon. friend coming
from Princo Edward Island should have proclaimed the
opinion that the people of the Island are in want and misery.
Such is not the fact. Let me show what has been the result
of the National Policy in the county I represent. In 1878
the exports fromi-¢he port of Summerside in Prince County
to other ports of the Dominion, not foreign exports, amount-
ed 1n value to $136,940. In 1882 the value had increased
to the enormous sum of $466,415, or an advance of 300 per
cent.

Mr. DAVIES. Of what did the exports consist?

Mr. HACKETT. 1Iam very happy to inform the hon.
gentleman that they consisted largely of the agricultural
produce of Prince County. In 1878 when we were unable to
sell those products in the neighboring Provinces we wore
obliged to seek a foreign market, but now we are able to
sell them in Moncton, St. John, Halifax and other rising
towns in the neighboring Provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, and are not obliged to seek a market abroad.
Without dealing at greater length with this branch of the
subject I may state, in relation’to the Port of Summerside
that being in Prince County and contiguous to the neigh-
boring Province it will be the port from which this trade
will be carried on, and I hope, from the fast that there is a
good harbor at Summerside, and that the railway runs down
to the water, and that there is a good harbor at Point Duchene
in the other Province, and that the Intercolonial runs
down there, the Government will place on that route better
means of communication than at present exist. Those
boats, while suitable for the service eight or ten years ago,
are not adapted for the present trade. We want better
boats. It has been stated that freight was lying on the
wharf. The people have been unable to obtain facilities
for transport, and the consequence has been great loss to
them. Alithongh I do not want to say anything disparaging
fo the Island l% avigation Company, it must be remembered
that the interests of the whole people are greater than those
of a private company, and T hope before another yoar has
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passed, if the present company will not enter into a con-
tract for carrying on the service more satisfactorily than
for the last few years, the Government will call for tenders,
and offer a sufficient subsidy to any company that
will provide satisfactory boats to perform the service.
I do not think that [ need say a great deal more with re-
gard to the summer route. I shall now come to the winter
service, and I may say with reference to this question, that
it has been discussed at some length in this House during
the last four years and more, Atthe time when we entered
the Confederation—as I have just read—it was stipulated,
that continuous steam communication, winter and- summer,
should be maintained at the expense of the Government of
the Dominion between Prince Edward Island and the main-
land. Well Sir, that clause in the contract was hailed with
delight by the people of Prince Edward Island. They said:
“ Now, we will get into a new groove ; we will take a new
departure; “This will mark a new era in the history of
Prince Edward Island.” And they accepted with great
readiness the Terms of Union; but what has been the
fact—so far as the winter service is concerned ? There
has been no change with the exception of the Northern Light,
to which I will refer a little further on; and as has been
shown, there has been no change in the summer service;
everything has remained in the same state. The crossing at

. {he Capes is performed by little boats, which are hauled
across the Straits of Northumberland, a distance of nine
miles. This was the system which prevailed fifty or sixty
years ago. There has been no improvement. I do not
censure in this relation one Government more than another,
With regard to the Cape crossing before we euntered the
Union, the men who lived at the Capes kept up the com-
munication for mails and passengers, in mid-winter between
the Island and the mainland; and were it not for the:e men
—and such men are not found frequently—we would be
shut out altogether, at times, from communication with
the mainland. These men bhave spent their lives
at this work; they have become worn out in the
_service, and still we find them doing this important work,
and I think that the least the Government can do, is in some
way to improve this communication. My hon. friend trom
Queen’s (Mr. Jenkins) has stated that he had an inter-
view with the deader of the Government, with respect to
this service. 1 may say that I accompanied him on that
occasion, and owing to the very friendly and courteous
manner in which we were received, and the inducements
which were hcllout, I am very certain that before another
year elapses —it is too late to do anything this season—the
communication at that point will be improved. With
regard to the Northern Light winter service, my hou. friend
of the Opposition (Br. McIntyre) stated that the Northern
Light had fulfil'ed in great measure the Terms of the Union;
but, I contend that she has not done so. No; theré has been
no fulfilment in this respect of the Terms of the Union.
The hon. gentleman makes the statement that she was bailt
built expressly for this service. Nothing is farther from
the truth. I have it from the gentleman who built her,
the late Mr. Sewsll, of Quebec, that she was intended for
the navigation of the lower St. Lawrence, and not at all for
the Gulf, when the late Government came and took her off
his hands. o

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Hear, hear.

Mr. HACKETT.- That is the fact. Mr. Sewell stated to
me—he has since said — He advised the Minister of Maiine
and Fisheries, and the Government at that time, to
lengthen her iwenty feet; she was too short, and not heavy
enough to contend with theicein the Gulf. She was too light
and too short; she required lengthening for twenty feet;
but they would not consent. They said that they were
going to try her. It was a mere experiment, and in the
meantime they would make a trial of the vessel.” What?

Mr. HACKETT,

It was only an experiment ? An experiment with the
people of Prince Edward Island in the carrying out of the
Terms of Union! Why, Sir, I say that no greater insult
was ever offered to a free people. Why should they
experiment with us? It was no experiment to cross such
a8 body of water in mid-winter. It is well known that on
the coast of Newfoundland, in their seal-fishing expeditions,
they go through hundreds of miles of ice, heavier than is
encountered in the Straits of Nortbumberland, Why, if
they really wished to carry out the Terms of Union, did not
the late Government bring one of the sealing vescels, which
would have been suitable for the service, and put her on
this route ? They should not have trifled with the people
of Prince Edward Island, by making any experiment at all.
They should have taken the course I mention; and had
they done so, we would now have some practicable
service. But they did not do so. They sent down
the Northern Light, which, as every person who knows
the record of the vessel is aware, cost this country
$60,000 or $70,000 before she reached the Island.
Her first attempt was a failure—a most ignominious
failure. It was supposed that she would pass through
three feet of green ice; but, as my hon. friend beside
me (Mr. Jenkins) has stated, she would not go through
six inches of soft and one foot of heavy ice. At that
time she had actually to be cut out. She has done a little
better since, I am willing to admit; but I countend that she
has not fulfilled the Terms of the Union with respect to
steam service. On the other hand, if the late Governmecnt
had not placed this steamer on that route—had they been
wiser, instead of buying such a vessel as the Northern
Light, and putting the contractin the hands of a political
friend, thereby being guilty of political corruption—

but had invitel tenders and said: “We will
invite the world to come and build a boat for
this service,” then the people of Prince Edward

Island would have thanked them and declared that the late
Government were willing to carry out the Terms of Con-
federation. But instead of pursuing this reasonable policy,
they took a cockle--hell off the hands of a friend of theirs
and used it for this service. It has mow cost this country
$120,000, and it stands in the way of securing better winter
communication with Prince Edward Island. Now my hon.
friend from Queen’s (Mr. Jenkins) bas made some refer-
ence to the captain of this vessel, but her captain in 1878,
ag you will remember, Mr, Speaker, is the same captain who
now commands her; there has been no change. I saw in
the office of the Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries a
telegram from her caplain, in which he said that he had
gone out from Georgetown to cross over the straits to Pictou,
but after being two days out he encountered very heavy ice
and was obliged to return to Georgetown. The Minister
telegraphed in reply: “ Use your own judgment, and cross
the straits when you think you can do so.” This was the
order given. This cdptain has been in that vessel since she
was placed on the route, and if he had a betler ship, there is
nodoubt at all that he could make the crossing regularly. In
the Northern Light, however, he has been in danger of his life,
since he placed his foot in her ; and he is often afraid now
to cross the straits in her. We all know that, two years
ago, in a letter published in the press it was stated that
the Northern Light was the most dangerous ship afloat; and
can it be fairly said that this vessel, which has been sent to
the people of Prince Edward Island, is fairly carrying out
the Terms of the Union. I regret very much that she was
placed on the route at all, for if she had not been put thero
we would have had a better ship on the route before this.
My hon. friend from Queen’s County (Mr. Davies) is in
very great dread least the railway to Cape Traverse was not

ing to be completed, in connection with the Prince Edward
%:la.nd Railway ; and he wants to make it appear that it was
merely a political dodge, on the eve of the September elec-
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tions, that promises were made in this particular. He
stated that the right hon. gentleman who leads the Govera-
ment telegraphed last year, previous to the local elections,
that the subject of railway communication with the Island
was under consideration, making the insinuation I have
mentioned. Well, Sir, I am happy to state that I can cor-
roborate the telegram which was sent down to us by my
right hon. friend last year. The members who represent
Prince Edward Island, the Senators and almost ail the
members from the Island sitting in this House, signed lust
fall a memorial and gent it to the Government, requesting
them to take up this matter of steam communication; and
it was at that time that my right hon. friend telegraphed
with regard to this subject that it was undor consideration,
I am happy to find, as the result of its having then been
under consideration, that $189,200 weore placed last year in
the Estimates for the building of a branch railway to Cape
Traverse. This will show that the Government is sincere
in the matter and intends to carry out the Terms of Union;
but the great trouble was, Mr. Speaker, that the people of
Prince Edward Island themselves could never agree on a
route for the road. One party in Souris desired thus to
connect Souris with Cape George; another party favored
Charlottetown in this relation; another Cape Tormentine;
another Cape Traverse; another Surmamerside; and- in
the district of my hon. friend from Northumberland
it was desired that it should run to Puint Escuminac.
They could not agree upon a route, and it comes with a very
bad grace from the hon. gentleman to charge the Govern-
ment with dereliction of duty in the matter. Last year
a meeting of the people of Queen’s County was called at
Charlottetown to discuss this qunestion. It was presided
over by the high sheriff, and was intendcd to afford an
opportunity of laying before the Government the wants and
requirements of Prince Edward Island. Several gentlemen
attended that meeting and made good, sensible, and practical
speeches. The hon. gentleman who sits beside me made a
good speech, and the hon. Mr. Brecken also delivered
a sound, practical address. Another gentleman wus called
upon to speak, by the name of Louis H. Davies. In a
report of the meeting in an Island newspaper I find
it stated that this gentleman was repeatedly called upon,
but with becoming modesty he did not come forward
for some time. The meeting took place on the first of
February 1882—just one short year ago. What were the
views of Mr. L. H. Davies at that time—a gentleman who
has been Premier and Attorney General of Prince Edward
Island, and one who has been in public life ever since Con-
federation. The report says:

“Mr. L. H. Davies after repeated calls came forward and said he was
never backward in expressing his opinion upon a subject he under-
stood ; but with respect to the subject under discussion he would very
much rather remain a listener.”’

This, Mr. Speaker, was just a year ago, and notwithstand-
ing the important positions which the hon. gentleman
had held in the Isiand, he did not sufficiently understand the
question to express an opinion upon it, and he said, with
becoming modesty and reserve, that he would prefer to be
a listener. To-day he is the raging lion from Prince Edward
Island on the floor of this House. He says the Government
should have done this work long ago, though azcording to
his own statement he did not sufficiently understand the ques-
tion one year ago to express an opinion upon it. This is of
itself sufficient to exonerate the Government from all blame.

Mr. DAVIES. Read the whole of it.

Mr. HACKETT. Yes, I will read the whole of it, for the
hon. gentleman’s speech on thet occasion was a very
short one, a fact which I regret in the interests of his
Province.” He said : :

¢ It certainly seems very advisable to have railways to the Capes,
azd money is no object nowadays.

“4A Vorox—If that is the case, we had better have the tunnel at

once.

¢ Mr. L. H. Davies thought, however, that there were some consider.
ations in connection with the proposed improvement If the Capes
railways are constructed, shall we also have daily communication in
summer, between Charlottetown and Pictou. Shall we bave, what we
greatly need, viz., better boats than those at presentin use. Suppose
the routes by way of Cape Traverse be adopted, what is to become of the
other route ? Are the statements of a correspondent of the Ezaminer of
this evening true ? To lengthen the distance to travel by the narrow
guage railwa{ would he thought be a mistake. He could not rid him-
self entirely of sectionalism, and he asked how will the proposed change

affect the interests of Charlottetown ? "

Here was the scctional feeling cropping up —how would it
affect Georgetown or Charlottetown or Summerside ?—and
that feeling is one thing that has woakened and hampered
the Prince Edward Island members in this Parliament. I
am happy to say, however, that on the present occasion the
people of the Island are united, and they say they want a
strict fulfilment of the terms of Confederation. I have
already said what I think the Government should do—that
they should give the additional facilities for exporting the
produce of tho Island in the summer time. We should have
a railway built to Cape Traverse. My hon. friend has
advocated a point other than the county line as the place
of junction, but for my part I think the county line would
be the bestin the interests of the Province. It is the shortest
way between the two leading points of the Island ; it
shortens the mail route between them, and it is important
to have the shortest possible route for the road. I wish to
say that when wo stand up in this House to look after the
rights of our Province, we are mot in the position of
mendicants or supplicants- looking for fuvors, I was
astonished to read that in the Legislature of Quebec
the other day, the leader of the Opposition speuking
of the financial relations between the Island and the Domi-
nion, said the Island had sought many favors from the
Dominion, and was still clamoring for more. No state-
ment could be turther from the truth. We have not re-
ceived any favors from the Dominion. We have confined
ourselves strictly to the letter of the law ; and this question
of steam communication, winter and summer, has been
peglected to the great injury of the Province. Our Pro-
vince has a fertile soil, capable of yielding as much agri-
cultural produce to the acre as any other in the Dominion ;
we have a good climate and an energetic, industrious and
active people. All that we require in order to place these
products in the markets of the neighboring Provinces, is
this winter and summer communication; and I hope the
Government, before any great length of time elapses, will
place us in direct and continuous communication with the
mainland and so render our people contented, prosperous
and happy.

Mr. CASEY. Ido not know that this question should
invariably be treated as one of interest only to the people
of Prince Edward Island, for I venture to say that it affects
the people of the whole of Canada, though perhaps not to
as large an extent as those of that particular Province.
They have no market for their produce during the winter,
but on the other hand we lose the benefit of selling to
them, because an Island containing an industrious popu-
lation of 120,000 must be of very great importance to us
from a commercial point of view, and especially to the
infant manufactures we are endeavoring to foster in overy
part of Canada. I have another reason for taking part in
this debate besides the fact that the question concerns the
whole of Canada as well as Prince Edward Island, and that
is that a general political element has been imported into
the discussion by some hon. members who have taken part
init. The hon. gentleman who has just spoken has

‘attempted to cast a great deal of blame on the late

Government because of the manner in which they dealt
with the question. He says that they were experi-
menting with the people of Prince Edward Island, be-
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cause they iried 10 open up communication with the
Island upon the present system. I would like to ask how,
in the name of all that is peciiliar, they could determine
whether or not tho plan was practicable, unless thoy tried
an experiment ? They were not expérimenting with the
people of Prince Edward Island but with a particular build
of steamers. Homn. gentlemen opposite appear to be exper-
imenting with the people of the Island in trying to find
out how long the Conservatives of thé Island will remain
content without winter communication, with a Conservative
Government in power. Their experiment however may be
terminated very soon, because I believe the people of that
Province are not in the habit of suffering grievances without
grumbling, and when they do grumble thoy are simply
performing their duty not meérely as citizens of the Island
but as British subjects whose prerogative it is to grumble.
The hon. member for Prince County says the Northern
Light was not built for this service. Well, Sir, he
admits that it was built for winter service in the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, and henve for similar conditions to
those to be met in the straits, and it was finished with
special reference to the needs of the straits. It was de-
signed and built by experts in such matters. I ask what
better experiment could be made for winter navigation
what more likely to succeed, than to take a vessel so
built and try 1o use her for several winters in the straits?
The hon. gentleman said that if competition had been in-
vited from the world, tenders obtained, and better steamers
put on the route, communication might now be open, Well,
Sir, his friends have been in power for four years—why
have they not got better steamers? Why have they not
carried out their pledges and kept the communication open ?
Simply because they are making an experiment with the
people of Prince Edward Island. I think, however, that
my hon. friend who opened this debate need not be so
anxious about the carrying out of this pledge, becanse he has
the former pledge of the hon. Minister of Railways—given,
however, while in Opposition—tlo carry out these Terms.
In a debate in 1876 on this matter, the bon. Mr. Tupper is
reported to have said :—

T do not ray the service ever will or can be done by anybod{v, but T
say that the Government of Canada are pledged to the people of Prince
Edward Island, to use all the means in their power to establish this
service, and until every means is exhausted, whether it sueceeds or not,
the Goverrment will not have fulfilled that pledge. * * * I do not
eay it is poseible for the Government, by any policy they can adopt or
by any efforts they can make, to bridge the Straits of Northumberland
in the winter season, but I do say, in the Terms of Union, the Govern-
ment and Parliament of Canada have bound themselves solemnly to
accomplish that object. * * * Then the hon. gentleman will see it
i3 still more necessary to prove it is impossible to do it before we can be

relicved in the slightest degree of the obligatior we have undertaken,
and show we have not been guilty of bad faith.”

Now, Bir, they have not shown that it was impossible. An
experiment has been made, not by them, but by the Liberal
Governiaent. An efforthas been made to bridge these straits,
and it failed for the time being. Does that show that it
was impossible ? That was the attempt of & Jot of “ blunder-
ing incapable Grits” who were not supposed to know any-
thing about such matters. Hon. gentlemen opposite have
had four years in which to see whether it was possible or
impossible, and they have not made any attempt to decide
the matter. One would think, from the hon. the Minister
of Railways portentious eloquencein 1876,that he would have
made the thing possible, and then have dome it; but up to
the present time he lias done nothing. Under these cir-
cumstances, it is not the peuple of Prince Edward Island
alone who should grumble, but the people of Canada who
are separated from them by the failure of the Government to
carry out their pledges. There was another consideration
which should lead us to think that they wovld do so. It was
part of the Terms of Union with British Columbia that a rail-
way should be built to conneet that Province with the rest
of the Dominion. We have seen how millions of dollars
Mr, CasEy,

have been spent to carry out this agreement, and it is
reasonable for the people of Prince Edward Island to
demand that similar efforts should be made to secure epn-
nection with the far more important Province of Prince
Edward Island.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

The following Motions for Returns were soverally agreed
to :—

Copies of all correspondence, petitions, and other docu-
ments, respecting the appointment of a Postmaster at
Scottsville, in St. John’s County, Province of Quebec, from
the date of the resignation of Daniel Salt, up to the present
time.— (Mr. Bourassa.)

Copies of all Order in Council and the Commissions issued
to certain persons, in connéction with claims made on the
Government, arising out of the construction of the Inter-
colonial Railway ; of all instructions to and correspondence
with the Commissioners, and Statements of the matters re-
ferred to them so far: and of the remuneration to be paid to
them and the Secretary of the Commission; Statement of
the number of days during which the Commission has sat
8o far —(Mr. Blake.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.

Motion agrecd to; and {at 6 o'clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
TuEspay, 20th February, 1833,

The SreaAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.
PRAYERS.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills wero severally introduced, and read
the first time :—

Bill (No. 18) to incorporate the University of Saskatche-
wan, and to authorize the establishment of Colleges within -
the Diocese of Saskatchewan,—(Mr. Williams,)

Bill (No.19) to incorporate the Révérends Péres Oblats
de Marie Immaculée des Territoires du Nord-Ouest.—(Mr.

1 Royal.)

Biil (No. 20) to empower the National Insurance Company
to wind up its affairs, and relinquish its charter, and to
provide for the dissolution of the said Company.—(Mr.
Coursol.)

KING'S COUNTY (P.E.I.) ELECTION.

Mr, SPEAKER. I have the honor to inform the House
that, in obedience to the Order of the House made yesterday,
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery is in attendance at
the Table, with the Returns of the last Election for the -
Electoral District of King’s County, P.E.L

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). I suppose these documents,
or at all events as many of them as are necessary to a clear
understanding of the circumstances of the election in
King’s County, P. £. I, will be printed. I wish to state to
the hon. the First Minister, that I purpose following up my
mofion of yesterday with such a re:;}l)xtion ag, in my judg-
ment, the facts, when we shall have mastered them, will
warrant. I understand there are some complicated and
difficult questiors involved in the case, and it will beé im{Fort-



1883. COMMONS

DEBATES. 53

ant, in the interests of the House, in order to understand
the position, the duties, and responsibilities of returning
officers, that the matter should be fully discussed. I
purpose moving this other resolution atan early day—

erhaps to-morrow if it suits the convenience of the hon.
the First Minister, but if not to-morrow I shall be glad to
move it any day he may see fit to appoint.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Will the hon. gentleman
be kind enough to communicate what his motion will be ?

Mr. CAMERON I am not in a position to say
what form the motion will assume because I have not read
the papers. I suppose such of them as are necessary will
bo printed to-morrow, though it is certainly not necessary
to print sll the papers which the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery has bronght down.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I may as well tell the
hon. gentleman, as he does not appear to have made up his
mind as to what motion bhe will move, that I have made up
my mind a8 to what the motion should be, and, unless he
does 50, I shall move that the question shall be submitted to
the Committee on Privileges and Electione,

Mr. CAMERON. When does the hon. gentleman pur-
pose making that motion ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The matter isin the hon.
gentleman’s hands as I understand.

Mr. CAMERON. So far, I may say it is, but I do not
care to move the resolution in the present condition
of the House as the discussion will probably be one in
which almost every lawyer will desire to take part. At
present nearly all the legal members of the House from
Ontario are absent. Perhaps some day when these hon.
gentlemen will be in their places would suit the convenience
of the Government—say some day next weok.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Any day the hon. gentle-
man fixes.

Mr.CAMERON. Supposing wo say Wednesday or Thurs-
day week ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Thursday week.

Mr. BLAKE. With reference to this matter it ceitainly
will not be necessary, so far as we can judge from what the
public newspapers haveinformed us, that all the documents
contained in these large bundles should be printed. 1 sup-

se they mostly contain the voters’ lists, which are quite
immaterial. Porhaps Mr. Speaker would have no great
diffienlty in directing that the relevant papers should be
printed. I presume that the return made by the returning
officer with the papers transmitted with it,and a portion of
the voters’ lists, are all that will be pecessary for the purpose
of a preliminary discussion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I quite agree that Mr.
Speaker should look through the papers and select what
really is relevant—what really would be the subject of dis-
cussion in the House or Committee.

Mr. DAVIES. As the return does not state the sum
total of the votes polled, the respective papors with the
totals might be printed along with the return.

Mr. SPEAKER. Some motion must be made that the
papers be read, or taken as read, otherwise they will not
appear on the Votes and Proceedings.

Mr. CAMERON. I move that the papers submitted by
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery be now read.

‘Motion agreed to,
'~ COLLECTION OF SEAMEN’S WAGES.

Mr. O'BRIEN, in moving the discharge of the order
for the introduction of the Bil! respecting the collecting of

seamen’s wages, said : Permit me to say that the Bill to
which the motion refers was drawn by an hon. gentleman
fairly conversant:with the subject, but on asking the
opinion of those who wore interested in the legislation of
last Session, I find that, so far as I am able to judge, the
legislation of last Session was quite sufficient for the pur-
pose I had in view in introducing the present Bill. I ask,
therefore, that I may be allowed to withdraw the Bill.

Order discharged, and Bill withdrawn,

CANADIAN CONSOLIDATED FIVE PER CENT.
LOAN,.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved that the Iouse resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole to consider a certain
proposed resolution (February 16th) to provide, by raising
a loan, for a sum or sums of money required to discharge
the Canadian Consolidated Five per cent. Loan, &c.

Motion agreed to; and the Houso resolved itself into
Committee.

(In the Committee.)

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The resolution which is now
about to be considered by the Committes is one ihat
requires very few remarks from me, further than a state-
ment of the circumstances which I think render it desirable
that the resolution should pass. In 1£60, a loan was issued
amounting to £6,446,636 2s. 9d. sterling, under the authority
of the Parliament of Canada, for the purpose of consoli-
dating a certain portion of the debt then existing. That
loan was issued bearing five per cent. interest payable at
the will of the Government in twenty-five years. The
twenty-five years expire on the first of January, 1885, and
it is considered desirable to ask Parliament at this Session
to give authority for the issue of debentures for its redemp-
tior, not bearing intorest above four per cent. pd: annum.
It is true that some time has yet to elapse before theo
Government will be in a position to redecm them
without the assent of the parties holding them;
but a considerable portion ef the five per cent. dcbentures
which are redeemable in 1885, are held by Insurance
Companies and others, who will very likely wish to re-invest
in Canadian securities, though it may be at a lower rate of
interest. Under these circumstances, it has been considered
expedient to ask Parliament for the authority to issuc
debeutures at any time that may be considered most in the
interest of Canada, for the redemption of these consolidated
five per cent. debentures, or at least to substitute for a
portion of them debentures bearing interest not exceeding
four per cent. An arrangement was made recently with
our agents in London, by which they have undertaken to
reduce the rate of commission and to make this exchange
previous to January, 1885, and it is very probable that
satisfactory arrangements may be made to redeem one half
of this debt before that time. If so, we should have
to place upon the market a smaller amount, whieh would
probably bring a larger price than if we placed the whole
sum proposed in this resolution, namely, $24,651,176.1¢.
A portion of this loan has been to a considerable extent
redeemed by a sinking fund which we have for this class of
gecurities, which, on the first of Jantary last, amounted to
£1,381,325 1Bs. 3d., leaving the amount to bo redeemed
£5,065,310, against £6,446,636 in ali. The resolution asks
for authority to issue these debentures at a rate of interest
not exceeding four per cent. It will become a question
with the Government, when these are issued, whether it is
desirable to continue the four per cents. at a lower rate of
interest ; but the provision is that it is not to exceed four
per cent,

Mr, BLAKE. Perhaps the hon. gentleman would state
the rate of commission which has been agreed mpon with
the agents,
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Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Upon whatever amount is
exchanged between the present and the first of January,
1855, they will receive one-half per cent. .

Mr. BLAKE. Is it proposed to enter into private
bargains with the holders of the five per cent. securities to
exchange them for others at a lower rate ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. It is not proposed to do that.
I tbink that the course we may have to adopt is to give
notice that the securities would be exchanged for others at
not more than a certain rate; then we would have proposals
from parties, who would name the rate they would accept,
which might or might not be lower than our minimum.

Mr. BLAKE. Has the hon, gentleman considered
whether it would not be in the interest of the country to
altor somewhat the arrangements as to the sivking fund ?
The late hon. member for Centre Huron once or twice called
attenticn to that subject, and it does seem to me 1o be a
suggestion worthy of counsideration. Oar sinking fand
accumulates very rapidly, and it seems to me that the credit
of the country is such that we might negotiate a loan with a
smaller sinking fund, but at a longer period than we have
been accustomed to do. Iwould also like to ask whether
the hon. gentleman has thought of establishing permanent
consols without any sinking fund at all.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The hon. gentleman will see
that the authority asked in this resolution is the same as
that asked in connection with previous loans, and enables
the Government to issue consols, if they think proper, pay-
able in the currency of the Dominion as well as in English
currency. There is no doubt a great deal to be said in favor
of that mode of dealing with the question. There is also
much to be said in favor of dispensing with the sinking
fund. But, on the other hand, our agents in London, when
I discussed this question with them on the occasion of my
last visit, were of opinion that, as almost every Colonial
security was floated with provision for a sinking fund, our
securities would not bring so high a price without a similar
provision. In that way we might lose more in one direc-
tion than we would gain in another. Though it is a question
worthy of counsideration, up to the present time, I think the
weight of argument isin favor of our having a sinking
fund. The amount of the sinking fund is also worthy of
consideration. Some of the Colonies have had large sinking
funds. We have paid some loans of British Columbia, of
which the sinking fund amounted to more before it was
duo than the loan itself. Under such circumstances a large
sinking fund is decidedly® objectionable, but it does give
increased value to have a sinking fund of at least one-half
per cent., payable yearly.

Mr. BLAKE. 1 do not suggest the ontire extinction of
sinking funds, but I think the experiment of reducing the
sinking funds is one that might, perbaps, be tried, though
considerable enquiry would have to be made before we
proposed such a cardinal departure. It is one thing to
dispense altogether with a sinking fund, and another thing
to keep up such a large sinking fund as we have; and if
we have got immediately afterwards to issue other securities
in order to redeem it, it becomes still more oncrous.

Reosolution agreed to-and reported.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY introduced Bill (No, 21) to
authorize the raising, by way of loan, of certain sums of
money required for the Public Service,

Bill read the first {ime.

FRONTENAC TERRACE.

Mr. AMYOT (Translation) eaid: Mr. Speaker, my
object in moving for co¥ies of all papers and documents
relating to the cession of several lots of land, and especially
of the one on which Fronterac Terrace, in the City of Que-

Mr. Braxe,

bec, is now erected, is this: It appears that several lols of
land beionging to the Imperial Government had been
promised to the Federal Government, and that, on the faith
of these promises, the Federal Government had subse-
quently made over these lands to the Provincial Govern-
ment. At Quebec, especially, there is the lot upon which
Frontenac Terrace has been erccted. Subsequent to the
cession of this ground by the Imperial Parliament, the
Federal Parliament divided them into first and second
classes. The first class comprises the lands generally use-
ful for the defence of the country, which may be called
lands of the large domain, or that cannot be alienated. The
lands of the second class can be alienated. Now, Frontenac
Terrace in Quebec forms part of the first class, and cannot,
therefore, be alienated; hence the Federal Government
would bhave had no right to transfer to the Provincial
Governments more than they themselves received from .the
Imperial Government. A company having recently been
formed in Quebec, with a large capital, to build an hotel on
the spot, and it being their intention to commence opera-
tions at an early date, it is important that such works be
not commenced by the company upon land which may not
belong to them, nor to construct a building which could be
demolished by the military authorities as soon as built. It
is in order to verify those facts that I ask that all papers
and documents in this matter be laid before the House.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation)., The papers
asked for by the hon. member will be supplied. Neverthe-
less, I think I should state that the Government have sub-
mitted the case to the Minister of Finance, to know whether
a transfer of the land in question has been made by the
Federal Government in favor of the Government of the
Province of Quebec, and whether the latter Government
have power to transfer the same to a company, as stated by
the hon. member. This question is still under considera-
tion ; but the documeonts will, ere long, be laid before the
House.

Motion agreed to.

ORDNANCE LANDS OR NAVAL RESERVES.

Mr. O'BRIEN, in moving for statement showing tho
gross amount of receipts arising from the sale or leasing of
Ordnance Lands or Naval Reserves, in the Provinces of On-
tario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, from the 1st
day of July, 1856, to the 1st day of July,1882, and the purpose
to which the sums so received have been applied; also a
statement showing the several properties of which portions
have been sold or leased, and the number of acres in each .
case, suid: In laying this motion before the House, I would
like to call the attention of hon. members to the conditions
upon which these lands were granted, with u view to
enquiring whether or not those conditions have been
fulfilled under the warious Governments who held office
sinco 1856, so that the information might be laid before the
House before the Militia Estimates come down. The
Estimates, I trust, will be framed on ascale commensurate,
not only with the growing prosperity of the country, but
also baving a due regard to the wretched, ineflicient
condition of affairs as regards material and equipment. In
1856, an arrangement was entered into between the then
Parliament of Canada and the Imperial Government with
reference to certain lands which were held by the Imperial
Government as reserves for varions military purposes.
Under that agreement the Government undertook to provide
for our internal security. It is important to remember the
extent and value of these lands, as well as the condition.
I find, on looking into the schedule of the Act that there
were no less than 60,000 acres of land, a great portion very
fertile and valuable, conveyed to the Provincial Govern-
ments under the agreemont I have mentioned. I cannot
find that any information has been laid before the House-of
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a similar nature to that for which I have asked, but in 1872
a similar motion was made. The returns were, however,
not bronght down, owing, I suppose, to the lateness of the
Session. In 1857, a return was laid before the House of a
sale made in Toronto of lands from which & sum was
realized a little short of $100,000. The conditions I have
mentioned certainly did give rise to the inference that the
Jands were acquired upon these terms, and I think there
was an understanding at the time of Confederation by which
those terms were not only ratified, but carried still farther.
‘When these returns come down I think we shall be able to
judge whether the Government of that day and the Govern-
meuts that succeeded it have fulfilled the conditions upon
which this valuable property came into their hands. In
fact the history of these lands is almost the history of our
transactions with the Imperial Government at the various
stages by which we have risen to our present position. In
1856, a portion of these lands thus held were reserved for
military purposes, because the Imperial Government then
maintained garrisons at Quebec, Montreal and other places,
Subsequent to Confederation these lands, which were then
vested in the Imperial Government, were entirely made
over tothis country, because at that time we undertook
our own defence. So that at every successive stage of these
negotiations the responsibility has increased, and for that
reason we are still more strongly bound to sce that that
understanding has been properly carried out,

Motion agreed to.

COLONIZATION LANDS.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron), in the absence of Mr, CILsRLTON,
moved for a return showing the total number of applica-
tions for land for colonization under Plan Number
One of the Land Regulations of December 23rd, 1881, up to
January 1st, 1883, with the names of the applicants, the
date of applications, and the quantity of land in each case
applied for; also, for a return showing the total number
of applications for land fur colonization under Plan Number
Two of the Land Regulations, of December 23rd, 1881, up
to January lst, 1283, with the names of the applicants, the
date of applieation, and the quantity of land in each case
applied for. :

Sir JOON A. MACDONALD. I donot object to this
motion, nor do I object to the other motions of the same hon.
gentleman which i sec upon the paper. At the same time,
I must say that the exponse and labor involved in the pre-
paration of these returns will be enormous, and I suppose
the hon. member must take the responsib lity of the expense
in asking for tbem.

Mr. BLAKE. I suppose they arc worth the money or the
hon. gentleman would not roquest the returns.

Motion agreed to.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

The following Motions for Returns were severally agreed
to:—

Return showing the total number of applications
for land for colonization under Pian Number One of the
Land Regulatiouns issued by tho Department of the Interior,
December 23rd, 1881, where conditions have been complied
with, and grants made, or applications agrecd to; together
with the names of the parties to whom such grants have
issued, or whose applications have been agreed tn, the date
of such application, the quantity of land granted to each
applicant, and the location of the eame, the amount of
money received and the total amount of land granted, up
to January 1st, 1883,—(Mr. Charlton.)

Return showing the total number of applications for
land for colonization under Plan Number One of the Land

Regulations of December 23rd, 1681, where conditions of
payment have not been met, and where an extension of
time has been granted, with name of applicant, date of
application, date of extension, period of extension, location
of land-applied for, quantity ot lanl in each case applied
for, total quantities of land for which such extensions of
time have been granted, total amount of money to be
received upon the same and total amount of first instalment
paid, or payable upon the rame.—(Mr. Charlton.)

Return giving copies of al regulations 1ssued by the
Department of the Interior concerning the management or
sale of agricultural lands, mineral lands, timbor lands,
pasture lands, and town sites, sitce December 23rd, 1881.—
(Mr. Charlton.)

Return showing the total number of acres of public lands
surveyed in Keewatin, Manitoba, acd the North-West
Territory, during the year 1882, and the cost per acre of
such survey; also, a Return showing the total number of
acres of public land previously surveyced and the cost per
acre of such survey.—(Mr. Charlton.)

Return showing the total number of acres of public land
sold during the year 1832, the number of parties to whom
such sales were made, the average price received and the
total amount received from sales.—(Mr. Charlton.)

Return giving every form of patent arrangement, or
agreement between Companies and the Government in
regard to Colonization grants, the date of issue in each case
of such document, the name of the Company entering into
the agreement, and the character of the agrecment in each
cage entered into.—(Mr, Charlton.)

Correspondence in reference to the removal to Richmond,
Halifax, of William D, McCallum, Chief Train Despatchor
at Truro, covering a period extending from the 1st day of
September, 1881, to Tth December, 1881. 2. All correspon-
dence from %Tth December, 1881, to 25th March, 1882,
touching his removal to Truro, N. 8., and being offered an
inferior position, and the recommendations upon which the
same was decided npon. 3. All correspondence from 25th
March, 1882, to date of his final dismissal on 5th September,
1882, and subsequently, if any. 4. All correspondence
from James Coleman, Superintendent at Truro, touching
the promotion, dismissal, or degradation of the said W. D.
McCallum, and also the correspondence of others to D.
Pottinger, Esq., Chief Superintendent at Moncton, corres-
pondence touching the same to Sir 8. L. Tilley, correspon-
dence f{rum D. Pottinger, Ksq, to C. Schreiber,
correspondence from C. Schreiber and others to Sir Charlos
Tupper, all in reforence to tho8ame. Allrecommendations
and reports from any persons touching the dismissal or
degradation of the said W. D. McCallum to the various
Heads of Departments. The reports of all investigations
touching the same.—(Mr. Forbes.)

Statement containing the names and residence of all tho
Militiamen of 1812 who received their pensions during the
last fiscal year—as well as the sum given to each of them.—
(Mr. Bourassa.)

STATE OF PUBLIC BUSINESS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.

Mr. BLAKE. Beofore the motion is carried T wish to
point out to my hon. friend that, although we allowed the
Address to pass with great rapidity in order that public
business might be expedited, none of the Government
measures have Leen brought forward in this House, though
I observe that in the other Chamber the Government, with
commendable diligence, have submitted two or three
measures. When may we expect the Franchise Bill and
the License Bill to be brought down? The Standing
Commitiees were struck some days ago, but we have not
received any call for organization, and during this time of



56

COMMONS DEBATES.

FEBRUARY 21,

calm and peace, when there is very little'to do, the Puablic
Accounts Committee might perform séme useful functions
if the members were called together,

Sir JOAN A. MACDONALD. " As regards the Public
Accounts Committee, those hon. members who follow the
standard of my hon. friend would not be present, and I am
afraid justice could not be done to the investigation of the
Public Accounts.

Motion agreed to; and (at 4:30 o’clock p.m.) the

House adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
‘WeDNESDAY, 21st February, 1£83.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally introduced and read
the first time :—

Bill (No. 22) respecting the Crédit Foncier Iianco-
Canadien,—(Mr. Desjardins.)

Bill (No. 23) to further reduce the Capital Stock of the
Quebec Fire Insurance Company.—(Mr. Bossé.)

Bill (No. 24) to incorporate the Manitoba and North-
Western Fire Insurance Company.—(Mr. Sutherland,
Selkirk.)

Bill (No. 25) to amend the Acts respecting Cruelty to
Animals.—(Myr. Richey.)

NAVIGATION OF LITTLE BEAR CREEK.

Mr. BAKER (Victoria, B.C.), in the absence of Mr.
SuyTH, enquired, What is the intention of the Government
vespecting certain improvements to the navigation of Little
Bear Creek, in the county of Kent?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, The Government is not in
n position to answer the hon. member to-day.

TWO CREEKS HARBOR.

Mr. BAKER (Victoria, B.C.), in the absence of Mu.
SyyrH, enquired, What is the intention of the Government
respecting Two Creeks Harbor, in the county of Kent,
and the work to be done there upon the report of the
Engineer ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. We have not the data in
the Department, but an examination will be made during
the recess in order to obtain the information required, to
decide whether the work should go on or not.

VETERANS OF 1812 WOUIEDED IN AOTIVE SER-
VICE.

Mr. AMYOT (Translation) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to grant to the veterans of
1812, belonging to the Province of Quebec, and wounded
on active service, a sum equal to that paid to the veterans
in the same class belonging to the Province of Ontario?

Mr. CARON (Translation). ~ In answer Lo the hon. mem-
ber, I have the honor to say that this suhject is now under
the consideration of the Government.

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS ACT OF 18%4.

Mr. DUGAS (Translation) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to amend, this Session, * The
Dominion Controverted Elections Act, 1874 7”

Mr. BLAKE.

Sit HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). I have to
say, in reply, tbat this subject is under the consideration of
the Government,

MILLING WILEAT IN BOND.

Mr. WHELER enquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government, at an early date, to amend the Order in
Council regulating the importation of United States wheat
in bond for milling purposes, so as to allow the equivalent

in Canadian wheat or flour to be exported to cancel such
bonds?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Itis not the intention of the
Government to amend the regulations in the direction the
hon. member proposes.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Mr, LESAGE enquired, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to render the vital statistics™ more effective,
more regular, and more general;and if so, whether they
iSntergd t;) increase the grant over the amount voted last

ession ?

Mr. POPE. Tt is the intention of the Government to
render vital statistics more effective, more regular and more
general. The latter part of the hon. gentleman’s question
is under tho consideration of the Government.

GRINDING IN BOND.

Mr, BLAKE moved for copies of all Orders in Council
and Departmental Orders, not already brought down, on
the subject of grinding in bond, or of the regulations for
grinding in bond, or for the import of wheat and flour of
United States growth or manufacture; also, for all corres-
pondence with the authorities of the United States, on the
subject of the transport of Canadian wheat into or through
the United States, and of all regulations of the United
States Customs authorities affecting such transport. -He
said : Tam not aware whether there are any Ordersin Counecil,
or Departmentul Orders or regulations not already brought
down. Some regulations were made at a remote period for
the purpose of facilitating the transportation of Canadian
wheat from one prrt of (anada to the other, and also with
reference to Canadian wheat sent into the United States to

' be ground in mills at Minneapolis and elsewhere. I observe,

also, that very lately some Orders have been issned changing
the practice in 1wo of the border towns in the North-West.
It is important that we should know precisely what are the
regulations affecting this question,

Motion agreed to.

HON. JOHN O'CONNOR.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a statement of any sums
paid to the Hom. John O’Connor since his retirement
from office, with dates and particulars; also, a copy of any
paper showing the arrangement on which such sims were
paid, said : It was stated in the newspapers that some
arrangements had been made with Mr. O’Connor since his
retirement—owing, I regret to learn, to serious illness —for
his employment in the Government service in some capa-
city, and that he was in the receipt of a salary in that-
capacity. I am entitled to know how that is.

Motion agreed to.

RECORDS OF ELECTIONS.

Mr. BLAKE moved for a statement, from the Records, of
the Elections to the present Homse of Commons, showing
the number of votes polled for the respective counties in the
several Electoral Districts and in the various sub-divisions
thereof, together with the number of ballots rejected-and
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spoiled in each sub-division, at the last General Election,
and also at each election held subsequently thereto up to date ;
also; the number of electors on the electors’ lists, together
with the population, as shown by the last Census, of every
such sub-division; also, a statement in each case in which a
recount or re-addition was made, showing the changes made
in every sub-division and in the district on such recount,
with the number of ballots rejected which had been formerly
allowed, and allowed which had been formerly rejected
in each such sub-division, with the reasons, so far as obtain.
able, for such rejection or allowance. He said : I presume,
as usual, preparations have been made for meeting this
motion, and as we are all anxious to get the authentic
returns at the earliest moment possible, I would suggest
that, should the statement onquired for in the latter
part of the motion entail any delay in its preparation, it be
made a supplementary statement and furnished separate
from the other. I ventured to state, the other day, that very
great difficulties had arisen which would demand our most
serious attention in the working of the Ballot Act.
Amongst them was to be found the disfranchisement of
hundreds, even thousands, of electors, upon recounts. 1t is,
therefore, important we should hear what the changes were
that were made upon the recounts, and the reasons for those
changes. Those reasons may be seen on the surface. For
instance, that certain ballots were not initialed or were num®
bered, and it may be that a statement of the reason for re-
jection may accompany the ballot. Io any such case we
want the material as far as obtainable, so that we may under-
stand how it happens so very large a portion of the electors
failed to accomplish their object—the recording of their votes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. As there may be some
delay in the latter part, I wounld suzgest that the motion be
amended, making the latter return supplementary. -1 would
also add to the motion a return of the number of voters in
the constituency, and whether the election was by acclama-
tion or whether a poll was asked.

The motion, as amended, agreed to.

CONSOLIDATION OF DOMINION STATUTES.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a statement in detail, with
dates of all expenditures made in connection with the com-
mission or authorization to the Hon. James Cockburn, Q.C.,
to consolidate the Dominion Statutes, and copies of the
commission or authorization and of any reports made by
him on the subject, said: We all learned with much regret,
by the announcement made by Mr. Cockburn, in November
before last, that his health was such as to prevent him any
longer discharging the arduous duties of a member of this
House, and consequently resigned his seat in Parliament.
Contemporaneously with that, it was announced he had
been appointed to do the work of consolidating the Statutes ;
but I observe, by the Public Accounts now brought down,
that that appointment, so far as emoluments are concerned,
had preceded the resignation by a period of six months,
payments having been made for the whole fiscal year from
Ist July to 30th June. The Hon. James Cockburn, it
appears, acted in that capacity for that period, though this
office had been conferred upon him after he ceased to be a
member of the House. It is important we should know
what progress is being made in the work, what has actually
been done. A commissioner and another officer have been
appointed, and both have been paid, but as yet no other

- proofs of this arrangement have been made visible.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There will be no objection
to this return being sent down. Mr, Cockburn, as we all
know, broke down in his health so much so that he could not
remain in his seat. His disease was such, he could not
attend here with any regularity, and he has been very much
confined to the sofa. This has notprevented him, however,

8

from working earnestly and assiduously in the consolidation
of the Statutes, and those who know him will agree that he
is a very fit person to be employed in that service. 1 am
glad to say that his indisposition has not prevented his
attending to this work. A report will be laid at an early
day on the Table of the House showing the progress made
in the consolidation of the Statutes.

Motion agreed to,

MANUFACTURE OF GREAT GUNS.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copy of contract, correspond-
ence, reports and statement of payments made in connec-
tion with the manufacture of great guns for the Govern-
ment of Canada, said : Some time ago a vote was taken in the
Estimates for the manufacture of great guns—I think they
were called Pallisser guns, but the hon Minister of Militia
will correct me if wrong, as Iam not very well versed in the
names of munitions of war—at Montreal for the purposes
of the Dominion. Our hon. friend, whom we much feared
some time ago, might have been promoted to the realms
above, but, we are glad to know, has been only promoted
half-way—to tha! Chamber which occupies the other end of
this building—has told us here that he had achieved a
remarkable triumph—that he had arranged for the ranu.
facture of great guns, superior in every quality to those
manufactured at Woolwich and at a lower cost. Upon
that, I suggested to him that it would be well, since he had
accomplished these things, that he should propose to tender
to the British Government to supply the British Army
with those munitions of war which they require, and which,
with their inferior powers and capacities, .thoy have been
able only to produce at a greater cost and of a lower
quality. My hon. friend, however, thought that ho would
proceed slowly, and that he would conclude a successful
arrangement for the making of these guns first, before he
followed my advice. Ido not know what has been done
since about the great guns; I only know what has been
said in the newspapers, which sometimes tell the truth, and
they say, that there is a quarrel between the contractors
and the Government, that the work has not been done, and
that there is a law suit going on now upon the subject of
great guns. 1 should like to know what the facts are, and
with that view I make this motion.

Mr. CARON. I am very happy to see that my hon,
friend takes such a deep interest in this matter, and it will
afford me great pleasure indeed to give him all posgible
information. The papers will show him the names of the
contractors, and will also establish, I believe, that my
predecessor, the hon. Mr. Masson, is not to blame for
anything which may occur. The contract so far has not

‘been carried out, and the Government took measures to

protect itself against any loss.

Mr. BLAKE., Then the hon. gentleman has not made |
those arrangements with the British Government that [

suggested.
Mr. CARON. Not yet.
Motion agreed to.

RETURNING OFFICERS IN THE GENERAL
ELECTION OF 1882,

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a list of the returning
officers appointed for the General Election 1882, other
than registrars or sheriffs, and the occupations and
residences of such officers, and a list of the sheriffs and
registrars for the districts in which such other returning
officers were appointed, said: It has been stated that “it
was only in cases where the Government knew, and were
morally or legally convinced, that the pérsons who would
officiate as returning officers would be unworthy of the
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trust, that the Government made any other selection ;”
and, once again, it has been stated that it was omly
when the Government “knew, from the character of
the men and their positions, that they could not be
free from sinister, clandestine and improper influences,”
that they took other and better men. These statements
have been made with reference to the cases in which
the Government departed from the rule which had been
formerly established by law, as to the choice of returning
officers in the late Election. I need hardly say that
this is a serious aspersion upon the character of every one
of those persons, becanse it is said of every one of them that
no change was made except in cases where the Government
had been convinced that they were unworthy of confidence,
and would act in a manner inconsistent with their duty., 1
desired to say, with reference to one returning officer whom
I have known for a number of years, and whom I think the
hon. gentleman has known much better for a great many
more years—I mean the Registrar for the West Riding of
Durham, for which county I sit here—that that statement,
so far as it is based upon any facts known to the public, and
upon any facts known to the electors of both sides of politics
in that constituency in which he had officiated as returning
officer for all the elections with which I am conversant, is
not correct as applied to him. His political proclivities are
very well known, they arve those of the hon. gentleman
himself. He never was a friend of the Liberal party, but it
was the good fortune of the constituency of both sides of
politics, I believe—certainly of the Liberal party—to be
always able to say at those elections, that he had acted with
perfect fairness and impartiality ; and I desire to say, that I

- have heard notifing which would justify those imputations on
the character of Mr. Armour, or on those other persons to
whom the hon. gentleman has referred in that condemnation,
without exception or qualification,to which he subjected them
all, upon the occasion I have mentioned. It is important that
we should have a list of those unworthy sheriffs and regis-
trars, because I think, if they are unfit to be returning
officers, they are unfit to be either registrars or sheriffs, or
to fill any other position of trust or confidence in any shape
or sense, directly or indirectly, in the government of the
people.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD. There can be no objection
to granting this motion. With reference to the language
which the hon. gentleman has quoted, I would wish it to be
understood that I pass no general condemnation, or specific
condemnation, upon every registrar or sheriff who was not
appointed. 1 certainly did not desire to say so. I believe
there is a good reason for every case in which that rule was
varied from. With reference to Mr. Armour, the Registrar
for the West Riding of Durham, certainly I had no inten-
tion of passing any condemnation upon him. Mr. Armour
is a gentleman I have known for a great many years, and
always esteemed ; and I believe he is, so far as he has any
political predeliction, a Conservative—or used to be at all
events before he held office, and I have no reason to suppose
he is not g0 yet.

Mr. CASGRAIN. While we are upon this subject of
returning officers, I would remark that I think the hon. leader
of the Government, in making his choice of those officers,
forgot the report made by & former House in 1867 as to the
returns made by the then Registrar for the County of
Kamouraska. He was declared, by the report of a Committee
of this House, unfit to be a returning officer, and, so far as I
recollect, nothing has occurred since that time which would
lead us to believe that he is better fitted to fill that duty
now than he was at the time he was censured by a former
House.

My, SCRIVER.. It seems somewhat difficult to reconcile
the words which have fallen to-day from the lips of the hon.
leader of the Government, with those which he uttered

Mr, BrLaxz,

on two previous occasions, and which have been quoted to-
day by the hon. leader of the Opposition. I desire to say that
a change has been made in the county I have the honor to
represent, which I found it difficult to account for in any-
thing that took place before the close of the last Parliament.
The gentleman who occupies the position of Registrar in
my county,and who has acted as returning officer for many
years past, both in the Local and in the General Elections,
was not appointed returning officer at this time, and no
reason that I can imagine ought to have influenced the
Government in making the change that was made. That
gentlemah has always acted with the most perfect impartial-
ity. He has not been in any sense a partizan. Politically
he has been in sympathy with the Administration of the
present day ; and I feel bound to say that the gentleman
who was appointed in his place acted in quite another
gpirit to that which would have animated his predecessor
in the discharge of his duties.

Mr. BLAKE. T was very glad to hear the hon. gentle-
man’s disclaimer, since the case was brought to his atten-
tion, of any intention to make a complaint against the
Registrar of the West Riding of Durham; but I find it, as
the hon. member for Huntingdon has said, a little difficult to
reconcile that statement with the observations which
dnduced me, I frankly say, to make this motion to-day, be-
cause there was neither exception nor qualification in the
use of the very strong and cogent language which the hon.
gentleman used iu criticizing the conduct, the trustworthi:
ness, the fitness, of those whom he stigmatized, because he
did stigmatize them by not appointing them on the ground .
he stated the other day. As we understand now from the
hon. gentleman in this particular case, and as we will un-
derstand after a while from some other hon. gentleman,
there was no impropriety of corduct, and no reason to cast
any blame at all upon the officers, We had a pledge from
the Administration, during the progress of that Bill through
the House last Session, that unless there was a reason to
cast blame on the officers, the Government would not depart
from the rule, and would still—though not with that
security of tenure, and security therefore of independence
which the Statute gave—would still, of their own good will
and pleasure, appoint the persons who formerly held an
official title to this duty. As we find the hon gentleman
has no imputation to make, and says the registrar has acted
as returning officer on many previous elections, and acquired
a full knowledge of the duties which devolved upon him,
and of the capacity of the sub-officers, and, therefore, was
able to make a fit choice, and conduct the election regularly,
I want to know why the change was made. As it was not
that there was anything wrong with the registrar, as he was
competent, impartial, and experienced, was it in order
to get somebody who would be incompetent, partial,
and inexperienced ? If it was, I admit the hon. gentleman
accomplished his purpose ; T admit that was the result on this
occasion of the change. Why, the person whom he appointed
to be returning officer for the West Riding of Durham,
knew so little—anxious, though I dare say he was, to dis-
charge his duties—of what his duties were, that he was for
half an hour in astate of painful suspense on nomination
day as to whether his duty would not require him, and
would not call upon him imperatively, to reject my nomina-
tion paper. Why ? Because there was the word “ honor-
able ” at the beginpning of my nomination paper, and
“ esquire "’ at the end of it ; and it was not until a sort of
legal pressure by the agent of my committee who presented
the nomination paper, it was not until argument after argu-
ment had been advanced, that this exceedingly impartial,
intelligent and capable gentleman, who was substituted for
the Registrar of the West Riding, was prevailed upon to
accept the nomination. He looked at the Statute. The
Statute said nothing about “ honorable.” He looked at the

Statute again. It said nothing about “esquire.” He doubted
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whether that did not invalidate the nomination, but he was

rsuaded to the contrary, and I sit here because he
was persuaded to the contrary. I advise the hon. gentle-
man another time when he is about to give a character
under a little gentle prase, to a registrar whom he knows,
not to throw away dirty water before he gets clean, and to
be satisfied that the change will be an improvement before
he makes such an experiment as he has done on this
occasion. I will not go into the other consequences. They
might have been tolerably serious, and had my majority
been a little less than it was, they might, with the change
which the ehon. gentleman was pleased to make, have
relieved him from the pain of hearing me at this moment.
1 do think this is & serious question. As I say, we were
told, when the Bill passed through the House, that except
in case ‘of necessity arising from their being incompetent
and improper persons, the registrars would be retained. We
are told, to-day there is no cause of complaint against the
Reigstrar of West Darham ; it is admitted that the belongs
to the same political stripe as the hon. gentleman, and that
he possessed experience, capacity, and impartiality., He
was, however, changed, and another person appointed. It is,
therefore, evident that the pledge which the Administration
gave to the Houste last Session, was, on this occasion,
violated, and I do not, and cannot, understand why the
change was made.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Asto the pledge of which
the hon. gentleman speaks, the pledge or statement was
simply this : that, as a general rule, the officers usually
employed as returning officers would be retained. That
general rule was carried out, with particular exceptions,
and the West Riding of Durham, which the hon. gentleman
has mentioned, is one of them. At all events, it cannot be
said that the change was made for the purpose of puiting in
a political friend. The hon. gentleman states that the regis.
trar was a political friend of this Government, and his
successor, I presume, was of the same politics ; but I do not
remember—I do not really remember, who he really was. It
is quite clear that the returning officer decided that the
hon. gentleman was eligible; in the next place, he decided
that it was proper for him to return the hon. gentleman ;
and I can assure the hon. gentleman that, though he wishes
to show the House that great was the desire of the Govern-
ment to appoint new men, we would have been greatly
disappointed if the hon. gentleman had not been returned—
I will not say for West Durham, but as a Member of Par-
liament—to represent a constituency in this House. He has
complained cf the returning officer who took time to consider,
although the result of his consideration was that he decided
that the hon. gentleman, not only in name but in fact, had
the right to claim the suffrages of the people, and
he obtained the suffrages of the people. There could be
no complaint, therefore, that any wrong had been done
either to the electors or to the hon. member,

Mr. CASEY. The hon. gentleman seems to draw a wide
distinction between a statement and a pledge. He made a
certain statement to us, last year, as to what would be the
course of the Government with respect to this matter, and
he wishes us now to understand that his statement as to the
intentions of the Government is by no means always
intended to be a pledge, which is a point worth bearing in
mind.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I did not say so.

Mr. CASEY. In regard o this particular case of West
Darham, the hon. gentleman says the officer was not to
blame for having followed the example of the Government
by taking tim.e to consider. It was no harm to take such

" questions as the use of “honorable” and “esquire” into
serious consideration, but he might have kept them under

consideration too long, after the time required either for |

declaring the nominations closed, or for returning a mem-
ber by acclamation. Butthe hon, leader of the House goes
farther, and says it was not in order to put in a political
friend, that some other person than t{)xe registrar was
changed on this occasion, because Mr. Armour was also a
political friend. It may not have been in order to put in a
friend as returning officer, but it may possibly have been done
—1I do not insinuate that it was, but still it is open to that
suspicion—to put in a political friend as member for that
constituency. The explanation given by the hon. gentle-
man leaves us almost no room to doubt that the changes
made generally in the returning officers, whatever may
be the case ip this particular instance, must have been done
for the purpose of giving some advantage to Government
candidates. He has stated that in the cage of West Durham,
at least, it was not due to any lack of competency on the
part of the old returning officer that the change was
made, The hon. gentleman had nothing against him,
The same will be said in regard to other sheriffs and
registrars, that they were not apgointed returning officers,
for the Government will not directly insult them by
saying that they were not competent. The man chosen,
instead of the sheriff or registrar in each case, must
have been more desirable, for some reason or another,
than the man whose experience in this sort of work
had extended over many previous elections, He cannot
have been more desirable on the ground of experience,
because he had had no experience as a general thing, He
cannot have been more desirable on the ground of imparti-
ality in most cases, because very often those instead of
whom he was chosen were Conservatives, and he was not,
therefore, likely to be more impartial. Can it be pos-
sible that he was chosen, in many of these cases, instead
of the sheriff or registrar, because he was more likely to
be partial to the Government candidates ? I think that
this is quite possible; and I do not hesitate tosayso. I think
that this possibility, moreover, is borne out by the facts,
These returning officers, chosen for this particular Election,
have been most forward in assuming to themselves judicial
functions which are not generally assumed by returning
officers, or not generally supposed to belong to them; an
not only did they assume judicial functions, in some in-
stances, but what might almost be called legislative
functions. They were a law to themselves in many cases
with regard to the rejection of ballots and the total vote
polled in certain places, when this happened to tell against
some particular candidate by whom they were appointed.
And this brings me to the worst point in the whole busi-
ness : although appointed by the Government, as a matter of
form, there is no doubt that in most cases—if notin all—they
were really appointed on the nomination of the Government
candidate, at whose election they were to act in the character
of quasi-judges. They officiated altogether in the character
of judges in some cases, because they assumed to act with
judicial powers. I say it is a very serious, dangerous and
improper thing, that a candidate soliciting the votes of the
electors, should be allowed to select the man who is to act
as a judge on the fairness of the election, on the qualifications
of those who voted for or against him, and the regularity of
the poll in every sub-division. Ifis an extremely serious
thing that this should be done; it is an extremely serious
precedent to be established ; and it is a still more serious
thing, Sir, that the Government have not seen fit yet to
give any general reason for introducing this change, and
for breaking on the established usage of many years, other
than the general statement once made, and now being
retracted piecemeal, that the sheriffs and registrars in these
particular cases were not fit for the position.

Mr. O'BRIEN. The hon. gentleman who has last spoken
has talked about returning officers exercising legislative
functions. Of course, I presume that he alludes to gentle-
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men who acted on the Conservative side. But I will call
his attention to a case where returning officers, and even
deputy returning officers, were appointed by gentlemen
known to be Reformers, whom the Government did not
think fit, as they held the official position of registrars, to
replace by an officer recommended from their own party,
and I will tell you what they did. The hon. gentleman
talks about legislative functions, but in many constituencies
these officers created two or three classes of voters, who,
under the present law, were not entitled to vote at all
They gave votes to Indians residing hundreds of
miles away from the constituency, and these votes were
counted against me; they gave votes also to umnenfran-
chised Indians in the constituency, who had never before
cast a voteat all ; to river-drivers and to raftsment who
did not own a foot of land. Talk about legislative
functions. Why, the hon. gentieman who talks so much
about this, who has brought up the question of the conduet
of returning officers, and on whose remarks the inference
of wrong-doing on the part of gentlemen, as having teen
appointed by the Government for partizan purposes, might
be drawn, could in this particular case well enlarge the
sphere of enquiry into the conduct of returning officers in
whose integrity the Government had placed perfect con-
fidence in Muskoka; and he might extend his remarks to
the manner in which his own friends there conducted the
election, where they had everything in their own hands,
and the votes of Indians, living hundreds of miles from the
constituency, were accepted and were recorded, and re-
turned as legitimate; and the same thing was done
at Carey Island, where some seventy-five unenfranchised
Indians were accepted in spite of protests, while the
special franchise, under the Free Grant Act, was allowed to
their lumbering friends, who brought down their river-
drivers and raftsmen, who did not have the least interest
in the country, and recorded their votes: If the subject is
to be enquired into, and if the charge of illegality is to be
thrown into our teeth, it will be just as well that the House
and the hon. gentleman himself should understand, that if
such things were done they were not by any means con-
fined to those against whom the charge is insinuated. In
the case I have mentioned, illegal acts were committed,
without even an attempt at corcealment, by the hon.
gentleman’s own particular friends and partizans, in the part
of the country which I have the honor to represent.

Mr. COCKBURN. I did not happen to be in Muskoka
during the last election; but it is very true that the return-
ing officer there was the Registrar of the District. I
understand that so many Conservatives were applicants for
the position, that the Government found it difficult to
decide between them, and therefore they made that
gentleman the returning officer. The election was very
close, the majority consisting only of one or two votes. It
was just a question whether certain ballots were good
or not; and the returning officer, a Liberal, very prop-
erly returned the hon. gentleman who now represents
the constituency, as he had the majority of votes,
though his majority was emall—only two or three,
Now, with respect to the deputy returning officers there,
I can say nothing ; however, I think that, if
improper votes were cast, the scrutineers of the
hon. member for Muskoka (Mr, O’'Brien) were at fault,
They should have challenged these votes; and if these
parties could not show that they were on the voters’ lists
and entitled to vote, they should have been sworn. It is
true that there are two classes in the franchise for the
Electoral District of Muskoka, 1elating to the unorganized
townships, and the ordinary lists in the former, as in
Algoma, are allowed to vote—householders twenty-one years
of age, I think it is mnecessary that the question of the
Indian vote ought to be settled, and the Government could

Mr. O’'Brien,

easily arrange that matter., The Act says, that British
subjects, twenty-one years of age and householders
canvote. There are some Indian families, who, I sup-
pose, are regular DBritish subjects—Indians are gener-
ally looked upon as minors in this country—but it
has so happened that some of them have been allowed
to vote. 1 do not know that the Indian vote was all
cast on one side., I think that my hon. friend, in 1878,
solicited the Indian vote; but, in this case, the Liberal can-
didate was popular among the Indian population, and
therefore it may have been divided to a certain extent. I
think that the returning officer, who appointed the deputy
returning officers, performed his duty; and if anything is
wrong, 1 consider that it is the Election Law and the
regulations relating to the franchise. I only make these
few remarks in justice to the returning and deputy return-
ing officers of that constituency mentioned.

Mr. BLAKE. As the hon. gentlemaun has referred to me,
I would remind bhim of what he perhaps has forgotten: The
position in which his case is before the Election Courts.
While he waves the flag here, and asks the House to make an
enquiry into the conduct of the election in his constituency,
there is a tribunal to which this Court has delegated such
enquiry—in which tribunal, however, the hon. gentleman
does not seem very anxious to bring the case to an issue.

Mr. MACKENZIE. 1suppose that the hon. gentlemen
opposite have no objcction to accept the suggestion of the
hon. member for Eigin (Mr. Casey) ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. What is that?

Mr. MACKENZIE. That the correspondence with
reference to the parties nominated returning officers be sent
down,

Motion agreed to.

THE CHIEF JUSTICESHIP OF QUEEN'S BENCH,
MANITOBA. :

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all correspondence
with Mr. J. A. Miller, late Justice of the Court of Queecn’s
Bench, Manitoba, prior to his appointment relating to his
becoming Chief Justice of that Court, and subsequently to
his appointment, on the subject of the resignation of his
office, said: It has becn stated to me upon authority which
I belicve to be accurate, that correspoudence took place
with Mr, Justice Miller, which he has communicated to
many persons, anterior to his appointment, by which an
understanding was reached that he should become Chief
Justice of the Court of Queen’s Bench as soon as that office
should become vacant, which was expected at that time to
be at an early date. I am sorry if any such arrangement
was made, because it seems to me important, with reference
to all offices, and important most of all with reference to
offices of the character of these jadicial cffices, that those
who are entrusted with the very grave responsibility and
power of nominating to those offices should be perfectly
free to nominate those persons who are best fitted
for the positions at the time when the vacances
arrive, and that no engagement shonld be made
in advance as to the promotion of any particular
individual, upon an indefinite or uncertain contingency, to
the highest place on the Bench. 1t has been stated, niso,
that Mr. Miller conceived himself aggrieved becanse he did
not become Chief Justice, or obtain a higher salary. and
that a considerable period before the acceptance ci his
resignation he tendered his resignation on the score that
faith had not been kept with him; that he was not treated
as he should bave been treated, and that that resignztion
remained in the hands of the Government,or the hon. Minister
of Justice, until the sudden death of the Chiet Justice of the
Province rendered that high office vacant. It is etated
that upon the occurrence of that event the resignation of
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Mr. Miller was attempted to be withdrawn by telegraph ;
that although it had not been previously accepted it was
considered that this oecasion should be taken for accepting
it, and that it was accepted at a period which has been
named as the first of January last—to take effect on that
date; that subsequent remonstrances were made by Mr.
Miller that the acceptance of his resigpation under these
circumstances—when that long-locked for and much
desired event took place, when the dead man’s shoes were
ready——was not fair ; that these remonstrances were received
without the attention to which he thought they were
entitled, and on the first of January he ceased to hold
office. It seems to me that if this state of things prevails—
if there were these antecedent negotiations or arrangements
—if there were arrangements in respect of which Mr.
Miller deemed himself to be unfairly treated by the
Administration which appointed him, and if the resignation
sent in on that score some months ago and not accepted,
only after the event occurred which made it possible to
fulfil the alleged engagement, it would be interesting to see
how these things were brought abont, and, therefore, I
move for the correspondence, :

Sir JOAN A. MACDONALD. It would answer no

good purpose to discuss this question until the papers are | 41,6 giscretion of the Government, is, the hon. gentleman

{ must admit, liable to abuse.

brought down. I will only say that Mr. Miller resigned
his office, but did not wish to vacate his seat at once, and a
future day was appointed—a day named by himself. At

tho time he expressed his desire to retire, he stated that
he had received an offer of a guaranteed salary much larger | 4, not tell us what we would like to know about these things,
than would be goverued by the salary of a Puisné Judge or

that of a Chief Justice. Upon that the resignation was;

accepted, and I have no doubt that-he was quite satisfied,
because he has gone into politics since.

Mr. BLAKE. Only so far as to be defeated.
Motion agreed to.

TIMBER LIGENSES.

Mr. BLAKE, in the absence of Mr. Camzron (Huron),
moved for a return showing the total number of timber
licenses applied for and granted or refused up to 1st
February, 1882. 2. The estimated area covered by each
license or applicant. 3. The amouht of premium or bonus
per square mile, and in the aggregate paid fo and received
by the Government on each such license. 4. The name
and residence of each applicant for a license. 5. The date
of such application of such license, and the number of
years each license is granted for. 6. The Crown dues or
stumpage charged (r chargeable on each licemse. 7. The
kind, quantity and quality of the timber in each area so
licensed. 8. Copies of all claims made on the Government
for any such area or timber by any persons, and of all
petitions, remonstrances or communications sent or made
to the Goverpment respecting said  areas, licenses or
timber, and all correspondence had with the Government
respecting such claims, or in any way respecting said
areas, lands, licenses or timber and the sction of the
Government therein. '

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. ‘1 took occasion, the
other day, to call the attention of the House to the reckless
mannocr in which returns were meved for. When a num-
_ ber of roturns were moved for by the hon. member for
North Norfolk (Mr, Charlton) who is not now in his seat,
1 said that the responsibility must be thrown in a great
mesasure on the mover for returms of this kind. It is
difficult for Ministers to object to returns of this character,
as it might be said that they were desirous of withholding
information from tbe House; so, as I remarked before, it
depends very much on the discretion of the hon. members
to move for them whether he will take the responsibility
of causing the expense to be incurred, which is involved in

preparing these voluminous returns. In this case I got
the usual memorandum from Mr, Burgess, the Secretary of
my Department, as to this motion, and I shall just read his
words. He-says:

¢ There is no objectionto furnish the information asked for by Mr.
Cameron, but there is not the slightest probability that it can be
brought down during the present Session. It means, in fact, that we -
should furnish a greater part of from 1,500 to 2,000 files in the timber
branch:” '
The expense of this work would be enormous, and, unless the
hon. gentleman has some gpecific object in incurring it, it
shows a want of regard to economy to move for such exten-
sive retuins. owever, as this information may be of im-
portance, if the hon. gentleman takes the responsibility of
moving for it, I shall not take the responsibility of refusing
it. '

Mr. BLAKE. Of courss, it is very difficult for us, who
do not know the contents of these papers, to judge what is
important and what is not. We have a system which we
believe to be unsuited to the condition of affairs, and to be at
any rate liable to very great abuse in its administration. L
am not now saying that it has been abused, that is irre-
levant; but, certainly, a system by which the timber limits
of the North-West are to a large extent granted under

The one security the public
have—I am afraid not a very great security—is the fuil dis-
closure of what goes on,or as much as public records tell them.
We know that the public records do not tell us all that goes on,

do not tell us what might affect the decision of the hon.
Ministers on these matters, but they give us some informa-
tion. As to the 1,600 or 2,000 files which the Secretary
gays are to be copied, it will be observed that all the first

| parts of this motion are for information which seems to be

absolutely necessary, at any rate—for schedules, a list of
names, a list of areas, a list of preminms, &c. There surely
can be no objection to granting that information unless it be
to save the expense of the clerks writing it. What involves
the clerical lagor the hon. gentleman speaks of, I suppose
has reference to the latter part of the motion—for corres-

ondence, &c—and it may be that rome arrangement can

e made to mitigate the expense of that demand. But if it
is'going to takec more than the whole Session to make the
return, it is quite clear that it will be impossible for any
hon. member to wade through it and ascertain whatis in it.
I would, therefore, suggest the adjournment of the debate
until the return of my hon. friend from Huron -(Mr."
Cameron), in whose name I made the motion, and who will
consider, I bave no doubt, whether it is possible for him to
reduce the voluminousness of the return. I may add, what
the hon. gentleman has already been reminded of this Ses-
gion, that rcturns with reference to colonization companies,
land sales, and other North-West maftters, -ordered at the
commencement of last Session, have not yet been brought
down. The whole of last Session and the whole of the
recess has been available for the preparation of these returns,
and 1 hope the time has been used, and that we may expect
these papers at a very early period. Itis true, some ex-
pense i8 involved in giving the House the various kinds of
information askced for, but it involves matters of enormous
magnitude pecuniarily, as well as important questions of
policy. :

Bir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1 have no objection to
this matter standing over. The hon. gentleman says truly
that the policy of tho Government. respecting the sale of
lands and the lea-ing of timber -limits may be subject to
abuse. It is just because it muy be liable Lo abuse, and
becaunse I thiuk no abuce has occurred, that I at once
assented to the motion. The hon. gentleman having taken
the responsibility of moving for all these returns, I thought
it my duty to call the attention of the House to the greut
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expense which their preparation would involve ; but, under
the circumstances, I said I would not take the responsibility
of refusing the motion, feeling that the House should be
fully informed with respect to the administration of terri-
torial affairs in the North- West.
Mr. CASEY.  The right hon. gentleman is very strong
" on the subject of expense; buv I am sure that the prepar-
ation of the return 1ibis resolution calls for would not incur
any very serious expense. There are a large number of
extra clerks employed during the Session for the very
purpose of preparing these returns, and the bringing of
them down just depends upon how haird these men are
worked.” It would not involwe any considerable expense if
the whole return were brought down; but even if it did, it
would be very little compared with the importance of having
the information. The right hon. leader of the Government
says very truly that members are often very inconsiderate
in moving for returns; but members have to work to a
certain extent in the dark. They do not know what infor-
mation is in the Depurtment that they need, and they
have not always an opportunity to get that information
unless they have heard of somebody on the other side of the
House. The whole of this trouble arises from the vicious
system of not bringing down these returns as a matter of
course. All such information should be laid before the
House in the form of an annual report. In regard to ordi-
nary expenditure, in regard to the business of this House and
the different departments, we get returns in careful detail.
We get the details of every messenger’s salary and every
small expenditure, but in regard to such transactions as
those which involve much greater interests and larger
sums we get no information unless we move for it, and in
moving for it we are 10 a great extent in the dark. We
ought -to get information in detail with regard to the
management of timber licenses, Ciown Lands and coloniza-
tion companies as well as in regard to trade and navigation.

Mr. BURPEE (8St. John) moved the adjournment of the
debate,
Motion agreed to.

HUDSON’'S BAY.

Mr. DAWSON moved for a return of all information
obtained through reports from officers of the Government,
correrpondence with the Imperial authorities, or otherwise,
in reference to the duration of the season of navigation at
Hudson’s Bay, showing, in so far as has been ascertained,
the dates at which the Straits are sufficiently open to admit
of the passage of steamers or sailing vessels, the soundings,
so far as taken, and the extent to which the Bay freezes
over, whether wholly or only to the distance of a few miles
from the shores ; also, of all reports and documents bearing
on the probable resources of Hudson’s Bay, showing
approximately the numbers and value of whales, seals,
walrusses and porpoises annually captured in its waters,
whether the rumors as to the abundance of codfish in
various parts of the bay have been authenticated, and what
rivers on its eastern coast are the best adapted for the
industry of salmon fiching ; also, of all reports on the
mineral resources of the regions about Hudson’s Bay and
the islands therein, showing where coal has been found and
in what sections the ores of iron, copper and lead, as well
a8 of the precious metals, are known to occur ; also, a map
of Hudson’s Bay and Straits with all the Ilatest
surveys set down thereon. He said: Though this appears to
be 2 very formidable motion, calling for so many

things, it will be observed that I call only for information. '

I do not attribute much importance to bringing down

lengthy documents and all that sort of thing; but, I think, '
a synopsis of the informstion contained in those documents Hudson’s Bay, a trade which would come across the land

would be quite sufficient, and among so many able
men as there are in the Department of the Interior,
Sir Jorn A. MAcDONALD,

o doubt some one could compile all the information required
in avery short time. About four years ago, the Department
issued a very interesting pamphlet on Hudson’s Bay, giving
much valuable information. It would be well if some-
thing of the same kind were issued again. A great
deal of interest is now being attached to that inland sea,
from the fact that railways are projected in different parts
to reach it. It would be important to know in what season
vessels can enter the bay and how long the bay itself is
navigable. The information we have goes to show that it
is navigable for a very long period, fully six months at
least, but that the straits are sometimes blocked, It is the
straits that form the difficulty in going into the bay, but
when railways reach the bay this will be done away with.
Supposing that vessels were in the bay with people engaged
in fishing or other industries, they might remain there to
winter, and in spring the bay would be accessible, and the
whale oil, seal oil, and the different articles of produce of the
bay, could be sent out by rail. Professor Bell, who was
employed by the Government to explore the bay, says:

I have a record of the principal phenomena of the seasons at Martin
Falls, on the Albany, extending through a period of fifty years. From
it I find that the river is open there on an average for gix months of the
year. I have also a record ot the date of the opening and closing of
Hayes River at York Pactory, extending over more than fifty years,
from which it appears to enjoy an average of fully six months of open
water. The Nelson Riveris open for a longer period. I think with
these facts before us we need not despair of successfully navigating
Hudson’s Bay as far as the length of the seagon is concerned.’’

This is very important information, Further on he says :

‘‘ Both bay and strait are remarkably free from rocks and shoals,
which might interfere with their free navigation. The groups of islands
near the east side of the bay are surrounded by deep water and a wide
channel leads up the centre of James’ Bay. Fortunately the main body
of the bay, which is the portion likely to be hereafter frequented by
shipping, is entirely without shoals, reefs or islands. The depth is very .
uniform over most of the bay, and nowhere does it present any great
irregularities. It averages about seventy fathoms of water throughout,
deepening to 100 and upwards in approaching the outlet of Hudson’s
Strait, while in the strait itself the soundings along the centre vary
from about 150 to upwards of 300 fathoms. The bottom appears taq,
consist almost everywhere of boulder clay and mud. Near the shore a
stiff clay affording good holding ground for anchors is almost invariably
met with on both sides.”

From all this it appears that the navigation of Hudson's Bay
is quite practicable as regards the bay itself, and that it is
open for no lgss than six months in the year. When these
railways are completed the resources of the bay will be avail-
able to this country at large, and it is very important we
should know what those resources are. We know that
sometimes vessels winter there in open water. We know
that whale fisheries are prosecuted there, that the porpoise
fisheries have been worked there for many years by the
Hudson’s Bay Company, and that oil is exported in consider-
able quantities. Seals, and in the northern part walrusses,
are very abundant, and the seal oil and skins, and the ivory
of - the walrusses are very important articles of commerce.
It has also been pretty well ascertained that codfish are abun-
dant in Hudson’s Bay. Were the railways completed to
the Bay a wide field would be opened to the enterprise
of the people of this Dominion accustomed to fishing,
of wh \m we have a large population in the eastern part of
Quebec and in the Maritime Provinces. There can be no
doubt now, from the reports of Professor Bell and others,
that codfish abound in Hudson’s Bay. Again, salmon are to
be found in all the rivers, except those in the south
of James’ Bay, both on the east and west coasts of
Hudson’s Bay. At certain seasons of the year with the ex-
ception I have mentioned, the rivers are alive with salmon,
It is said they are as abundant in many rivers as they are
in the rivers ot British Columbia. It is easy to understand
what an opening this affords to establish a trade with the

{oung through Canada, and give employment to a great many of,
have , our people. It is not alone in fisheries that the resources of
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the bay are very considerable. I will read a short passage
from the report of Professor Bell in regard to its minerals
—a report {aken from a work of his which was published
in England. He says:

“ Minerals may, however, become in the future-the greatestof the
resources of the Hudson’s Bay. Little direct search hasas yet been
made for the valuable minerals of these regions. I have, however, found
a large deposit of rich iron stone on the Mattagami River, inexhausti-
ble supplies of good manganiferous iron are on the Islands nearibe
east main coast, and promising quantities of galena around Richmond
Gulf, and also near Little Whale River, whex:e & small amount bad pre-
viously been known to exist. Ihave likewise noted traces of gold,
silver, molybdenum and copper. Lignite is met with on the Missinabe,
gypsum on the Moose, and petroleum bearing limestone on the Abittibi
River. Small quantities of anthracite, and various ornamental stones
and rare minerals, have been met with in the course of my explorations.
Soapstone is abundant not far from Mosquito Bay, on the east side, and
iron pyrites between Churchill and Marble Island, on the west. Good
building stones, clays and limestone exist on both sides of the bay. A
cargo of mica is said to have been taken from Chesterfield Inlet to New
Yorgk, and valuable deposits of plambago are reported to occur on the
north side of Hudson’s Strait. Some capitalists have applied to the
Canadian Government for mining rights in the latter region.”

Now, Sir, here is a detail of mineral wealth which offers a
prospect of a vast trade arising with the Hudson’s Bay
couutry in the future. On the banks of the Moose there has
been found lignite coal, and I believe coal of the carboniferous
period exists in the islands toward the north end of
the bay. It is, in fact, said to be found in unlimited
quantities. Again the mica which is referred to here is
said to be the very finest in the world. A specimen of it
was taken 10 New York where it was cut into sheets as
large as panes of glass, and as transparent. The plumbago,
which is referred to, also seems to exist in very large
quantities. Now, Sir, when we have a sea like this, with
all these great resources, when we consider that these
resources from all that can be learned, are not very acces-
sible from the ocean, but which will be easy of access
from this country when railroads reach the bay, when we
consider the effect that this will have upon the Dominion
and the vast field for enterprise which it will open up, I
think that something should be done towards not only
opening up and developing communication with the bay,
but to ascertain definitely what the resourcesare. We should
have further information on these subjects. I think a
survey might be made at a very small cost. The resources
of the bay are not confined to minerals and the fisheries,
but there are good agricultural lands very near Hudson’s
Bay. The southern end of James’ Bay is south of the
Iatitude of London, England. Professor Bell has stated, in
his report, that on the 23rd September, at Moose Factory,
he found the tobacco plant quite green and untouched by
frost. This is not a climate where nothing can grow; I
believe there is a very good climate about James' Bay, and
on the rivers leading down to it there is a considerable
extent of good land, as well as a great deal of valuable
pine timber. Now, all this pine will become available
sooner or later. I may also say that there are immense
grassy flats on the banks of some of the rivers flowing
into James’ Bay. On the Albany River for instance,
there are marshes extending for considerable dis-
tances in which a great amount of hay can be cut. The
Hudson’s Bay Company have cut hay in these marshes
for a number of years and has supported large herds of
cattle with it. This feature of the country would evidently
be of great advantage to agriculturists going there; and
the climate, as I have eaid, is not.unfavorable to farming
operations. I think, altogether, we should know something
more of this great inland sea, and that we should take
means to have a good survey made of it. Why, Sir, two
hundred years ago nearly as much was known of that sea
as there is now. Both the French and the English sent
their fleets there. The discussions on the boundary question
have brought all that early and very interesting history to
light. It is known that battles were fought there, that

large vessels—seventy-four gun frigates, I believe—have
navigated that sea, and it has a history which is very inter-
esting to both the French and English population of this
Dominion.

Mr. ROYAL. Irise with much pleasure to second the
motion of the hon. member for Algoma (Mr. Dawson). We
are not only neighbors in this House, but our constituencies
adjoin; in fact, I believe the hon. member should be known
as a member for one of the counties of Manitoba, The needs
of this large district are of the same nature as those of the
Province of Manitoba, and his interesting speech adds
another chapter to the record of the unlimited resources of
Manitoba and the Great North-West Territories. The
importance of this question cannot be over-rated. It has
attracted the attention of this Government for many years.
In 1876, I believe, Mr. Selwyn brought the subject under
the notice of members of the Dominion Government, and
recommended that a survey be made of Hudson’s Bay as
well as of the straits, In 1878, the hon. leader of the
Government included in his Report of the Department of
the Interior, a report by Dr. Bell on the subject, and it is
within the memory of a considerable number of hob.
members of this House, that during the debate which took

lace when the Bill for the construction of the Canadian

acific Railway was under discussion, several hon. members
maintained that the opening of communication between
England and the North-West Territory, by Hudson’s Bay,
was one of the principal means of preventing & monopoly
by that railway. Later, the hon. member for Algoma again
drew the attention of the House to this important matter.
This question has also awakened interest in England, and,
with the permission of the House, I will read an extraot
from an address delivered by Sir J. H. Lefroy, President of
the Geographical Section of the British Association, at the
Swansea meeting in 1880. That gentleman said :

‘ Hudson’s Bay itself cannot fail at no distant day to challenge more
attention. Dr. Bell reports that the land is rising at the rate of five to
ten feet in a century, that is, possibly, an inch a year. Not, however,
on this account will the hydrographer notice it ; but because the natura
seaports of that vast interior, now thrown open to settlement,
Keewatin, Manitoba, and other Provinces unborn, must be sought there.
York Factory, whiech is unearer Liverpool tham New York, has been
happily called by Professor H. Y. Hind, the Archangel of the Weat. The
mouth of the Churchill, however, although somewhat further north,
offers far superior natural advantages, and may more fitly challenge this
title. It will undoubtedly be the tuture shipping port for the agricultural

roducts of the vast North-West Territory, and the route by which
immigrants will enter the country.”

It will be useless for me to dwell at length upon the import-
ance of the question. Not only will the North-West Terri-
tories attract the attention of the world by their unlimited
agricultural resources, but at no distant peried we may
predict, a new Maritime Province will spring up in our
gystem of Confederation. The opening up of a route from
the North-West Territories to England vid Hudson's Bay,
will save all the distance between Montreal and Winnipeg,
the distance between New York being, of course, still greater.
This great saving in distance represents an important
economy in time and money, that is to say in freight and
passenger rates ; and if the products of the North-West
Territories could only be shipped to Europe vid Ontario and
Quebec, it is evident the greater portion of them would be
consumed on that long land carriage; but by having this
port on Hudson's Bay, the capability of which is now
demonstrated, we will have a distance of about 1,200 or
1,300 miles as compared with the rate by Montreal,
and about 1,700 as compared with that by New York;
in fact, the farming lands of the North-West will be placed,
go far as a seaport 18 concerned, in as advantageous a position
as farming lands west of Toronto occupy at the present
time. In view of the advantages to be derived from the
establishment of that communication, the subject possesses
importance from a national point of view. As regards
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immigration, this route will have the great advantage of
avoiding the long land carriage, and more especially the
transit through the United States. On the success of our
immigration depends the future prosperity of the North-
West. It is well known that emigrants coming from
Europe are, to a certain extent, sifted while passing through
the I}}nited States, and it is only those. possessing great
energy and capital who push through the States of ihe
Union and reach the North-West and settle there. By
having a direct sea communication with England emigrants
would be able to reach our shores without passing
through foreign territory, and being subjected to the
temptations of agents. The people of Manitoba are fully
alive to the importance of this matter. This Parliament
has already chartered two railway companies to place the
farming lands of the North-West and Hudson’s Bay in
direct communicatior. The chief engincer of one of the
railway companies made a survey last year and reported
that no considerable engineering difficulties existed in the
way of constructing a line between Winnipeg and any point
in Manitoba and the shores of Hudson’s Bay, With the
construction of these railways, with the surveys that the
Dominion Government are asked to make, with the atten-
tion which this question is attracting in England, I believe
the day is not far distant when, in speaking of the great
North-West Territory, we willspeak not only of ils agrical-
tural resources, but also of the unlimited wealth that
abounds in its waters and especially in the inlands scas that
indent its shores ; and I believe that, in the completion of the
Pacific Railway and the establishment of the Hudson's Bay
route, there is a brilliant prospect for the future destinies of
Canada.

Mr. DAWSON. I may mention with respect to the
resourcos of Hudson’s Bay, that I have a return showing
that the annual value of the catch of the American
whaling fleet in Hudson’s Bay, for some years, was as fol-
lows: In 1863, $177,000; in 1864, $427,000; in 1865, $238,000;
and, in 1866, $200,000. Why, Sir, you have in these four
years no less than nearly $1,000,000 as the value of the ex-
ports ; and this only relates to a portion of the products of
that region. This shows what we might look for in the
future in the event of improved communication with that
great gea being opened up.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I am very glad that my
hon. friend has moved in this mutter, and I am sure that the
House has listened with great interest to his speeeh on this
subject. It has not escaped the attention of the Government
that there is, in the future, a great prospect of wealth and
prosperity being created in connection with the fisheries and
mineral resources of Hudson’s Bay. 1 do not know that
there is any precise information to be found in our
Archives as yet in this vegard; but any and every infor-
mation in this relation at the disposal of the Government,
in any of the Departments, will be at the disposal of the
hen. gentleman and of this House. Therc are three rail-
ways now procuring Acts of incorporation for the purpose
of connecting older Canada with Hudson's Bay: two to
Hudson’s Bay proper, and one from a point on Uake
Superior to Hudson’s Bay. These projects are in &
hands of gentlemen whose names are guarantees of re-
pectability and wealth, and of enterprise; and the gues-
tion—and of course the great question of all—at issue
as to is the navigation of Hudson’s Bay and Straits.
I may say, that, at this moment, there are unofficial
communications passing between Sir Alexander Galt and
the Admira'ty, for the purpose of ascertaining whether
the Admiralty will be willing to cnter into some joint
arrangement with Canada for, the survey of Hudson's
Bay and Straits, by putting on this work a vessel fitted out
for navigation in the Arctic seas, and arranged to undergo
all the casualties to which arctic voyagers and ships are

Mr, RovaL,

liable ; sending her to cruise about in Hudson’s Bay and
straits, and in the waters approaching the straits, for the
purpose of ascertaining beyond doubt the length of time,
during which there is & probability every season of these
straits and Hudson's Bay being open to navigation. I think
it is not at all improbable—in fact, I have some reason to
believe that it is probable—that the Admiralty and
Her Majesty Government will be prepared to aid in
aceomplishing this object, either by furnishing a
vessel, or by contributing to the expense of such a
survey. I suppose, at all events, that this will be the
case. The information requested will be brought down. I
would, however, ask my hon. friend to be kind enough to
communicate with the Departments, both of Fisheries and
the Interior, in order to point out the exact information
which he would like to get, as he says, truly, it would be
inexpedient to make mere copies of reports, some of which
are important and some unimportant; but information
which would be useful to the House should be extracted from
them. I domot say that there is very much information
on this suljject in our possession-—obtained since what we Lad
was laid before the Committee which sat in 1878; but we
have some fresh information pertinent to this matter, and
this will be farnished.

Motion agreed to.

EXTENSION OF THE WHARF AT ST. JEAN PORT
JOLL

Mr, CASGRAIN (Translation) moved for copies of all
correspondence relating to the constrmetion of the exten-
sion of the ‘wharf at St. Jean Port Joli, County of L'Islet,
together with offers made for superintending the works; of
appointments, if any; of plans and specifications; of ten-
ders asked for and received, if any; for materials and con-
struction, the whole from the date of the vote to that. effect
at the last Session of Parliament. He said: Mr. Speaker,
my object in making this motion is to find out the reason
why the Government have not thought proper to spend the
sums voted at last Session for the extension of that wharf,
I say thatif the Government have thought fit to discontinue
the works they had commenced, we are entitled to know
the reason. It is very important for the people of the
neighborhood to know why the Gevernment have decided
to give up the works, which the former were prepared to
execute, for the most part, at their own expense. The
present wharf is altogether inadequate to the requirements
of the inhabitants of that place, and I am convinced that if
the hon. the Minister of Public Works (Sir Hector Lange-
vin) were to visit the spot, he would easily convince him-
self of thenecessity of the works asked for. Although the
Government have for the last two or three Sessions been
asked to make those improvements, it was only on the eve
of the last Geeneral Elections that the sum of §4,700 was
placed in the Estimates and voted by the House for those
works. It was but on the eve of the Elections, also, that
the Government seemed disposed to ask for tenders for the
stone and for the construction of the wharf. A large num-
ber of the inhabitants would then have been happy to supply
the stone required for these works, which they could have
taken off their farms, thereby giving them the opportunity
of helping in the construction of the works and of improv-
ing their Eroperty. They have been kept in the hope that
these works would be executed until the eve of the Elec-
tions; but since, nay, even from the day following the
Elections, nothing more has been heard about these works,
nor of the timber or cirtage of the stone required. TI-:
electors wish to know the reason why the Government
have discontinued works so urgently required. I do mot
ree much difficulty in obtaining the papers asked for, as
they are already before the House ; but what I desirs above

“all is that the Government shall declare why they have nof
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employed the sum voted at last Session for those improve-
ments. It may be impossible to improve that whart; but
in such a case the electors are interested in knowing why
the Government have not done the work and satisfied the
legitimate expectations of the people of that place.

Motion agreed to.

SUCCESSOR TO HIS EXCELLENCY.

Mr. HESSON, in moving for copies of any correspondence
that may have passed between His Excellency and the Home
{tovernment, in reference to the selection of a successor to
11ix Excellency in the high position of Governor General
~hich he now so worthily fills to the entire satisfaction and
adrgiration of the people of Canada, said : It is not my good
fortune to know personally the distinguished statesman who
preceded His Excelleney in the office of Governor General—
1 refer to Liord Dufferin; but I believe the hon. members of
this House and the country will join with me in saying that
Lord Lorne has discharged the high duties which devolved
upon him, in administrating the affairs of this country, to
the satisfaction and admiration of all Canadians. Parting,
therefore, as we probably soon will be called upon to part
from His Excellency and His Royal Bride the Princess
Louise—~whose absenee from Canada we so much deplore,
especinily by reason of the circumstance that that absence
is causod by ill-heaith —we may be pardoned if we express
some little anxiety as to who the next Governor General
of Canada will be. Hon. genllemen will have seen
no doubt that a section of the press of Canada has
pointed to a distinguished gentleman in this House
as the probable successor to His Bxcellency. The
hon. gentleman t> whom 1 refer, as no doubt every hon.

nesnber knows, is the right hon. Sir John A. Maec-
cushi,  But whilst it would give much pride and satisfac-
tion to the members of this House, as well as to the Canadian
people, to know that Her Majesty would again mark with
Her Royul and distinguished favor this excellent gentleman,
still it is too great a sacrifice for the Conservative party
which heso ably leads—too great a sacrifice for the country
which he has so ably and faithfully served for so long a
period, to part with him from active political life at present.
1 hope, therefore, that these rumors are not true; I hope
that there is really no such expcctation, even on the part
of our worthy friends on the other side of the House, who,
' believe, would willingly relegate him to that or any
other position that would get rid of him as leader of the
great Conservative party. The Conservative party knows
his services too well—they value them too highly—to feel
very much gratified at even so distinguished a mark of
Royal favor as would be conferred upon Canada by elevating
him to such a high position. It is somewhat doubtfal, Sir,
whether the newspapers to which I refer-—and 1 refer, of
course, to that portion of the press of Canada which is under
the controi of hon, gentlemen opposite—would be willing to
take back al} they have said in the past of the hon. leader of
the Government, as to his being untrue to the intcrests of
Ontario, untrué to the interests of Canada, and accept him
as our future Governor General without making some very

wry faces, if I may be allowed to use the expression. I

think that if they are willing to get rid of that hon. gentle-
man now it would be in the hope that he would not have a
successor to lead the Conservative party so admirably as the
hon. gentleman has led it. I move for the papers out of no
idle curiosity, because it is a matter of great moment to the
people of Canada to know who will be their next Governor
General. T trust the papers will not be so voluminous as to
entail any great expense or delay in preparation, and I trust
they will be laid before us at an’early day.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There is no correspon-
dence at the disposal of the Government on this subject,
thcg can be breught down. If there be any correspon-

dence between His Excellency and the Imperial Govern-
ment it will be with him as an Imperial officer, and with
that correspondence we have no concern and over it wo
have no control. I have no doubt that the country and
this Parliament will accept any successor that Her Majesty
may be graciously pleased to send, when we are unfor-
tunate enough to lose the prescnce among us of the illus-
trious nobleman who now represents the Queen in Cunada.
As to what my hon. friend has said about myself—well, I
have no aspirations, and even if I had any aspirations, there
is not the most remote chance of their being satisfied or
fulfilled, I am condemned to the grateful and oncrous
duty of leading the Conservative party; and, I think, as long
as I am in public life, I shall most likely hold that position,
whether on this side of the House or on the other is as the
people may determine. I think I have pledged myself to
the House to move the readjustment, in 1892, of tho con-
stituencies in Ontario, and as my hon. friends oppesiie
are very anxious always that I shall carry out my
pledges, 1 shall carry out that pledge; and if I bring
down a gerrymandering measure in (892, of course

that would grevent me being an aspirant for the
position of Governor General of Canada. Spouking
seriously, however, that subject has been discussed

in the press, and my name has appeared in the newspapors
—I believe, in the first place, instigated by the correspon-
dent of one of the New York papers—and the press of
Canada have taken up the discussion, during the summer
season, when there was little else to discuss. That subject
was fully aired before the time of Confederation; and one
of the great advantages we have in Canada, is the advantago
we get from the Mother Country, that as the Queen in
England stands far above party, holds the balance between
parties, and carries out the coostitutional principle of
choosing her advisers from the people throush ticir
representatives, so we have that same advantage in Canada
of having a representative of' the Sovereign here, standing
above and aloof from all parties and holding the balanco
between them. I think it would be the greatest misfortune
—as I expressed it in 1865, 1866 and 1867-—should any
alteration in that system take place. I should look upon it
as proof, and no uncertain proof, that England was not very
anxious to continue the connection between Canada and the
Mother Country were she to give up the seloction of the
representative of the Sovereign to come here as our
Governor Geueral, who would be quite aloof from all
parties and who would belong to mneither party. li ix
in this respect that I think wo have a great advantase
over the constitution of the United States. The President
is elected every four years, and he is the subject of sume
very energetic writing against him during the time he is a
candidate. When he is elected, he is the head of a party,
instead of being the head of a nation; and cvery act of his
Government is always liable to censure, and he iz, us o
matter of course, censured by the Opposition of the day-—
by those who have not been successtul in carrying their
candidate. I say it would be a very great misfortune, in
my opiuion, should the present system be aliercd. | am
glad to believe that there is not the slightest chance of 1ny
such change taking place; I am glad to belicve that
the sense of the importance of the connection hetween
the Mother Country and the colonies is increasing every
day and every year in England; and that with our growing
importance, our growing wealth, our growing posttion iu
the world as an auxiliary nation, the desire Lo retuin Canuda
as one of the brightest jowels in Her Majosty's Crown, will
go on increasing as it has done in the last few yeurs., [ am
exceedingly obliged to my hon. friend for his kindly remarks
respecting myself; but, after this explanation, 1 hope my
hon. friend will withdraw the motion, as there arc really no
papers or correspondence on the subject.

| otion withdrawn,
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MOTIONS FOR RETURNS,

The following Motions for Returns weie severally agreed

to:—
ies of the returns, annual and monthly, made by the

Banque de St. Jean, since 1875, to the Government; also for
copies of the certifioates granted by the Treasury Board to
the said Bank on going into operation.—(Mr. Bergeron.)

Return of all claims presented for drawbacks on goods
manufactured for export since March 2nd, 1882, showing
the name of all applicants, their places of business, the
articles on which the drawback was claimed, and the amount
of each claim, distinguishing between the claims which have
been allowed and those which have been disallowed and
those under consideration and not yet decided, and giving the
reason for such disallowance ; also, copies of all regulations
made by the Department with reference to such claims,
together with a copy of one allowed claim and the sworn
declaration thereto of each exporter of boilers, machinery,
sewing machines, or other manufactures of iron,—(Mr.
Paterson, Brant.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 5:50 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
TrurspAY, 22nd February, 1883.
The Speaker took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.
REPORTS.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER presented, pursuant to a Reso-
lution of the House of the 20th Febrnary, 1882, a report
giving full information on all subjects affecting the Canadian
Pacific Railway, up to the latest date, and particularly all
details as to:

1. The selection of the route; 2. The progress of the work : 3. The
selection or reservation of land; 4. The payment of money; 5. The
laying out of branches; 6. The progress thereon; 7. The rates of tolls
for passengers and freight; 8. The particulars required by the Consoli-
dated Railway Act and amendments thereto, up to the end of the pre-
vious fiscal year; 9. Like particulars up to the latest practicable date
before the presentation of the return; 10. Copies of all Orders in
Council and of all correspondence between the Government and the
railway company, or any member or officer of either, relating to the
affairs of the company.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY presented, pursuant to a Reso-
Iution of the House of the 20th February, 1882, a report of
the Canadian Pagific Railway, in account with the Govern-
ment of Canada, viz.: ~Rails Advance Account, Land Grant
Bond Account, Current Account and Subsidy Account; also,
a Memorandum as to substitution of Canadian Pacific
Railway of Credit Valley Stock for $1,000,000 cash deposit,
and a Schedule of Correspondence as to Canadian Pacific
Land Grant Bonds.

BRANCH PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND RAILWAY.

Mr. HACKETT enquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to build this year the branch railway from
Cupe Traverse to the main line of the Prince Edward
Island Railway, for which a sum of money was voted at the
last Session of Parliament ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1t is the intention of the
Government to proceed with the work in the spring.
Sir JouN A. MAOPONALD,

FRAUDS IN RELATION TO PUBLIC CONTRACTS.

On the order for the second reading of Bill (No. 5) for
the better prevention of fraud in relation to contractsinvolv-
inid the expenditure of public moneys (Mr. Casgrain), being
read,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The House is very thin, and
I would ask my hon. friend to allow this Bill to stand over.
We will give him plenty of opportunity to bring it forward.

Mr. CASGRAIN. I shall be very glad to aecommodate
my hon. friend, the more 80 because on one occasion he did
not accommodate me.

| Ei_ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. We will turn over a new
eaf,

Order allowed to stand.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

The following Motion for a Return was agreed to:—

Copies of the judgments in the case of Russell and the
Queen in the Supreme Court of Canada and the Privy
Council, and of the judgments in any Provincial Courts of
inferior jurisdiction, or in the Supreme Court of Canada, in
all cases raising the question of the right of a Provincial
Legislature to pass laws affecting, regulating orrestraining
the number or character of persons licensed to sell intoxi-
cating liquors, or the times of such sale.—(Mr. Blake.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 3:45 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
FripAy, 23rd February, 1833,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRAYERS.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S MEMO-
: RANDUM.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER presented a memorandum of the
progress of the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Ho said : I received this after the return which I laid on
the Table of the House yesterday. It contains the report
from the Secretary of the Canadian Pacific Railway of the
progress of the work, and I would like to have it printed
with the papers laid on the Table yesterday. My attention
has been called to the terms of the Resolution, and on
Monday I expect to lay on the Table of the House a report
containing full- information on the subject.

Mr. BLAKE. I purposed calling attention to some of
the facts in the existing returns, as far as they went, that
any deficiencies not contemplated might be guarded against
in the complete report.

REPORT.

Annual Report of the Department of Marine and Fisheries,
being for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1882, —(Mr,
McLelan.) ,

PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. BEATY moved that the time for presenting petitions
for Private Bills be extended to Monday the 12th day of
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March next, in accordance with the recommendation from
the Select Committee on Standing Orders.

Motion agreed to.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally introduced, and read

the first time :—
Bill (No. 26) to incorporate & Cor;nfan%vunder the name
of *“ H. R. Rathbun and Sons.”—(Mr. White, Hastings.)
Bill (No. 27) to amend an Act to incorporate the Ontario
and Quebec Railway Company.—(Mr. Wells.)
Bill (No. 28) to continue an Act to incorporate sundry
persons by the name of the President, Directors and Com-
any, of the Farmers’ Bank of Ontario.—(Mr. Davies.)
Bill (No. 29) to incorporate the Bank of London, in

Canada.—(Mr. Dawson.)

UNPROTECTED APERTURES IN THE ICE OF
NAVIGABLE WATERS.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton), in introducing Bill
(No. 30) to amend the Criminal Law so as to declare it a
misdemeanor to leave unprotected holes, openings or aper-
- tures, made in the ice of any navigable water, said: The
object of the law is to protect the public against the acci-
dents that are continually occurring on the inland waters of
the Dominion. There is no law now which gives any juris-
diction over the inland waters where ice is formed upon
them. When parties are harvesting ice there is no law to
provent them leaving the holes open, and the consequence
is that in the winter season there are many serious accidents,
some of them attended with great loss of life.

Bill read the first time.

MILITIA ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. CARON, in introducing Bill (No. 31) to consolidate
and amend the laws affecting the Militia of Canada, said :
I may state that the object of this Bill is the consolidation
and amendment of the laws affecting the Militia of Canada,
together with the addition of certain changes which have
been rendered mnecessary from the altered condition of the
country and of the force. On the second reading of the
Bill, when it is printed, I shall have the honor of explaining

fully the amendments, which I trust will meet the approba-

tion of the House,
Bill read the first time.

RETURNS CONCERNING THE CANADIAN PACIFIC
RAILWAY.

Mr. BLAKK. Before the Orders are called, I desire the
attention of the hon. Minister of Railways to make an ob-
servation with reference to the papers which were brought
down in answer to a Resolution of lastSession. The hon.
gentleman has already informed the House that it is pro-
posed to supplement these returns of papers by a report,
which, of course, is satisfactory so far as it goes, because
the Resolution indicating that thereport would give a state-
ment of all the particulars and correspondence, was simply
an indication of the maker upon which the report was based.
Then, with reference to the report, as to the correspondence
concerning the selection of the route, I observe that, on the
Sault Ste. Marie Branch, the letters which were sent in con-
tain a reference to plans and profiles, but they have not been
brought down. It is impossible to understand their correct-
ness without that plan and profile. I observe also that the
letter states the intemtion to place a large amount of
material on the contract west of Algoma Mills, and east of
Prince Arthur’s Landing in the fall, and that there is nothing
more in the shape of correspondence bronght down. That

indicates that the Company have contracted the entire por-
tion of the road from the eastern section to Algoma Mills,
with the exception of a small piece which I understand pro-
perly belongs to that section, the two miles from Prince
Arthur’s Landing to Current River. The newspapers say a
good deal ot work has been done, and that contracts have
becn let for other portionsof the road. Thereis a statement
in that branch of the return of correspondence with reference
to the fixing of Callander Station at a certain point 120 miles
west of Pembroke, but there is nothing to indicate it on the
map as compared with the place where CallanderStation was
supposed to be before this time. An application is made to
approve of the line from Swift Current to the South Saskat-
chewan, on November 26th, 1882, and the approval is made
by the Engineer of the line that it can be located through
Kicking Horse Pass. There is an application on the 15th
September, for the approval of a line through Kicking
Horse Pass, but there does not appear, by the correspon-
dence, to have been any action taken on that application.
I presume some action has been taken on that application
between that time and now. As to the progress of the
work : on 26th August there is a letter from the Secretary
of the Company promising that on the return of the consult-
ing Engineer, who is at present on the eastern section, a
full report will be given as to the progress of the work.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. That is contained in the
report now on the Table. It was received only yesterday.

Mr. BLAKE. That answers, although perhaps a little
late, that demand. Will the hon. gentleman say whether
that includes the figures over the whole road ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The entire year’s operation;
everything up to the present time.

Mr, BLAKE. The Resolution also called for a report
with respect to the selection or reservation of land.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. That memorandum will come
through the Department of the Interior, and will be
embodied in the report.

Mr, BLAKE. That covers the great land grant question,
So that is to come in yet ? '
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Yes.

Mr. BLAKE. There is no correspondence with respect
to the laying out of branches, with the exception of a very
brief correspondence as to the arrangement to be made
with the town of Emerson. There was brought down, last
Session, a letter from the Company, in which they intimated
their willingness to build a very extensive mileage of
branches in the North-West, and gave the general direction
of the branch lines, although they did not absolutely locate
them on the ground, I assume there has been further
correspondence indicating whether they will be prosecuted
or abandoned; but such does not appear in these papers,
The Resolution called for a statement of the rates of tolls
for passengers and freight, but nothing as to that is brought
down yet. The Resolution called for the particulars required
by the Consolidated Railway Act, and amendments thereto,
up to the end of the previous fiscal year; but there is
nothing of that in the papers brought downu.

Sir CHARLES.TUPPER. If the hon, gentleman will
be kind enough to give me a memorandum of the points
respecting which information is desired, I will endeavor to

obtain it.
Mr. BLAKE,

RECIPROCITY NEGOTIATIONS.

Mr. HOMER enquired, Whether any action has been
taken for the purpose of negotiating a Reciprocity Treaty
between the Dominion of Canada and the Hawaiianp

Islands ?

T will gend it across the floor.
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Mr. LANGEVIN, There has been no action taken on
this matter.

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
ISLAND.

Mr., PAINT enquired, When telegraphic communi-
eation will be established between Nova Scotia and Sable
Island ?

Mr. LANGEVIN. This matter is now under the con-
sideration of my Department.

GULF TELEGRAPH LINE,

Mr.PAINT enquired,Whether the great benefits conferred
on the fishermen and shipping interest in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence by the daily reports furnished by the Govern-
ment coast line telegraph, shall be in like manner ex-
tended to the shores of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Cape Breton as first contemplated, and when ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. When the Estimates are
brought down, we will be able to state to the hon. gentle-
man whether the Government can make provision for that
expenditure this year or not. The matter is now under
consideration,

BREAKWATER AT BLANDFORD, N.S.

Mr. KEEFLER enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Government to make provision in the Estimates
during this Session for the cxtension of the breakwater at
Biandiord, in the connty of Lunenburg ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Ihave the honor to inform
the hon. gentieman that there is no information about this
workin the Department, :

STEAM COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PRINCE
EDWARD ISLAND AND THE MAIN LAND.

Mr. JENKINS moved the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to consider the question of steam communication
between Priuce Edward Island and the main land in winter
and summer, with power to send for persons, papers and
records; raid Committee to consist of Messrs, Hackett, Me-
Intyre, Wood (Westmoreland), McIsaacand the mover. He
suid: 1 would not have considered it necessary to occupy the
attention of the House on this subject, except for the fact
that when it was up for discussion on Monday night some
hon. member expressed opinions adverse to the appoint-
ment of a Committee. They seemed to think that there
was nothing to enquire about, and that the appointment of
a Commitltee would lead to delay. I may say I have given
the subject a great deal of consideration. So long ago as
1867 I made it a subject of a motion in the Local Legisla-
ture of the Island, and since that time I have paid a good
deal of attention to it; but I must confess that I feel that I
am Dot in possession of sufficient information to give a posi-
tive opinion on it, and I find, in conversation with others,
that those who know the least about the matter are most
inclined to give a poeitive and dogmatic 0finion as 10 the
impossibility of winter communication, consider the
question is one surrounded with difficultids. Not only are
the Government not in possession of sufficient information
to warrant them in making a large expenditure of public
money on this service, but there are also other difficulties,
The different sections and different districts of the Island
all seem to think they have a right to have the steamer ply
between their point of communication and the main land.
Those sectional jealousies and conflicting interests have to
be dealt with, and the jealousies will be allayed, and the con-
flicting interests reconciled by the appointment of this
Committee, because it is essentially representative, each
county in the Island having a member on it, and the Pro-

Mr, HoMER.

WITH SABLE

vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Seotia having also a
member each. I think, therefore, that the labors of this
Committee are likely, not only to acquire information which
will be valuable to the Government, and erable them to take
action in this matter, but that they will also allay sectional
jealousies and remove difficulties of this kind. Now,
Sir, it is very easy to say that no vessel can be built
to cross the Straits of Prince Edward Island and the main -
land in winter. I allow that no such vessel has ever been
built, but I consider that this is an age of progress, and T
consider it qunite possible that it can be built. 1t will be in
the memeory, I dare say, of some hon. members of the
House, that when the question of ocean steam navigation
was discussed some years ago, a former Lord Derby-—the
grandfather, I believe, of the prerent Minister for the
Colonies—said that no steamer would ever cross the Atlantic.
I believe that persons who have just as firm faith in the
impossibility of' the winter navigation of the straits, have
as little basis for their opinions; and I am quite sure that
this question will be satisfactorily solved, and I think that
the appeintment of this Committee will prove to be the first
step towards its solution. With regard to the delay, it
must be remembered that the Steam Navigation Com-
pany of Prince Edward Island had their con-
tract extended for {wo years, and until that period
expires there can be no change made, as far as steam
communication is eoncerned ; but on the first opportunity
that presents itself’ an improvement should be made. I
think that the Steam Navigation Company of Prince Edward
Island have done very good service. It is the fashion
rather to grumble about and to abuse that company, but I
think that when we fook back and remember that this
company has carried mails and passengers for nearly
twenty years, with very few casualties, it will be admitted
that they deserve some credit instead of abuse. During
the last few years there has been a great expansion in our
trade with the neighboring Provinces, owing, as I believe,
and as I think most hon. members believe, to the National
Policy ; the mining and manufacturing interests of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia have increased to such an
extent, that they have taken a very large portion of our

produce, and on that account the resources of the
Steam Navigation Company have not been suffi-
cient, during this last year, to ecarry all

our produce to those Provinces; so much has trade in
that direction, owing to the increased necessities of those
Provinces, due to the growth of their mining and manu-
facturing interests, extended. Now, Sir, I believe that this
company ought to puta third good boat on that route
during next season, in order that they may be able to keep
trade clear. I think, Sir, that this House will agree that
the selection of this Committee is the first step towards the
solution of this question, which is of such very great
importance to the people of Prince Edward Island.

Mr, DAVIES, Mr, Speaker, I am very sorry, for several
reasons, that my hon. colleague has thougnt it consistent
with his duty to make this motion on this occasion, and
because I know and believe—or would rather believe—that
he is thoroughly sincere in his advocacy of this question.
T am farther sorry, because I think that it will merely
lead to delay, and can do no possible good. I know
that my hon. colleague has. a strong desire to
make motions referring all sorts of matters to Commiitees,
for that was his course when I occupied a seat with him
in the Local Legislature ; whenever any question then
came up, my hon. friend would move its reference to a
Committee, and I never saw any good come oui of
it. I am perfectly sure that no good will come of this
reference, and for this reason: because the Government
have already taken steps in this matter. In the year 1878
they appointed a competent man, Mr, McLeod, a Civil
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Engineer, to go to the Island, and to the neighboring shore
of New Brunswick, and to examine witnesses who had any
special knowledge with reference to this subject.
Mr. McLeod went there and made a thorough
survey of the Prince Edward Island coast for some sixteen
miles. He also made similar surveys on the coast of New
Brunswick, and examined a large number of witnesses,
residents of New Brunswick, and also of Prince Edward
Island. Those witnesses who had had very long experience
in winter navigation were competent to give opinions which
would lead to the solution of this difficult question. Mr.
McLeod embodied the result of this evidence in a report
which he sent to the Government of the day, and which
my hon. friend will find in the Sessional Papers of 1879,
In that report he sums up the difficulties attending the
geitlement of this question, and states the manner in
which it may be solved very well. That report
is before the Government, and I am quite sure
thut the recommendations are of such a character that no
rcasonable and sensible man can easily object to them.
There are two sides to the understanding of all the questious
relating to the provision of continuous steam communication
between Prince Edward Island and the main land, and it is
manifest that many difficulties exist. There was a time, 1
acknowledge, when it was believed practicable to have
stcam navigation all through the winter between the Capes
on the Irland 2nd the main land, but owing to the experience
which we have obtained on this subject, [ venture to say
that this opinion e¢an no longer be reasonably entertained.
What is the Committee going 1o do? Whom are they
going to examine?  What new information can they ob-
tainn? I cau see no benefit to be secured from their labors.
Persons who have had an experience of twenty-three years in
this matter have already placed their opinions on record,
in the report above referred to, and what other views of
value can be obtained in the Provinces of New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island? Of course, I am
aware that it is of no use to do more than protest against
this proceeding. What better information can be given in
this regard than can be got from the captain of the
Northern Light and her officers, who, I believe, have
remaired in charge of the vessel since she was first placod
on the route some eight years ago? I cannot see what my
Lon, friend expects to do by means of a Committee, He
+hould point out the line of action which he proposes to
tuke, and stato what witnesses he is going to examine, and
the object he intcrds to effect. The steam communica-
tion between th: Island and the main land, as
it at present exists, is kept up by means of boats. We all
know that we must have continuous steam communication,
if this can possibly be secured; and I judge that it would
be more gatisfactory if my friend would ask the Govern-
ment whether they propose, in the future, to take steps
towards the construction of another vessel, which would
act in conjunction with, or take the place of tho Northern
Light—a larger vessel, froce from the defects, if possible,
which have been ascertained to exist in the Northern
Light, during the experience of the last eight years,
Wo know that a ship can be built suitable for that .ervice if
tend.rs were cailed for; and I would strongly urge upon my
hon. colieague that, instead of wasting the time of the
House and the money of the country on this Committee,
which can result in nothing but delay, he should exort his
inflaence with the influence of the other gentlemen from

the Island on the same side of politics as  himself to

induce the Government to take immediate steps in this
connection. I beg to say thatI fully endorse every word
that the hon. gentieman has said with reference to the
wmanner in which the Steam Navigation Company of
Prince Edward Island has carried out its contract. It
18 a capital company, it does its work well; and what
I said the other day was not intended in any way as a

complaint of the manner in which it has carried out the
contract. What I do say is that in extending the contract,
if the hon. Minister has done so, provision should be made,
by the graating of an additional subsidy, to compel the
company to put on a boat in the autumn months of the year,
so that the harbors of Charlottctown and Summerside
might be kept open a few weeks luter than at present. The
hon. Minister could confer no greater boou on those two
cities and the counties in which &y are situated, than by
providing a boat which will keep up the navigation three
or four wocks later in the fall. As to building another boat,
in addition to the Northern Light, that must be done unless
the Ministry determine that the Terms of the Union shall
not be carried out at all. It is well koown that the
Northern Light cannot perforin her work the whole of this
winter, and unless a new boat Le provided, there will be
none at all next winter. I should have contented myself
with these remarks had not the hon. gontleman gone on to
attribute the increase in the exports and the general volume
of trade on the Island to the National Policy. This is not
the occasion, or the time, to discuss the effects of the National
Policy upon the Province of Prince lidward Island, but
lamentable as the effects of that Policy have been on that
unfortunate Province, it is still more lamentable to find an
hon. gentleman standing up in this House and endeavoring
to mislead Parliament and the country as to those effects, It
is a matter of notoriety that whatever may have been
the effects of the National Policy in other parts of
the Dominion, it has produced nothing but ruin there.
It is well known to the hon. gentleman that ever since the
National Policy was introduced a result directly traceable
to its operations is that the value of real ostate has failen
in the towns of the Island over 50 per cent., and in the rural
districts over 26 per cent. It is a matter of public notoriety
that the young men of the Itland have been leaving it in
swarms—not in scores, but in hundreds—thatthe country is
being deprived of its bone and sinew because its young
men cannot find a livelihood there. But we have in this
House, in the presence of the hon. member for Prince County
(Mr. Hackett), a living example of the exodus that is
taking place from the Island. Even that hon. gentleman
has left his Province, where he has lived =0 long, in the hope
of bettering himself elsewhere. 1 do not blame him for
going abroad to improve his position, but I do blame him,
after turning his back on his country, for endeavoring to
mislead the Houte by saying that prosperity reigns in
Prince Edward Island, when he must know that the very
opposite is the case. Asto our export trade, to which he
has referred. Ishall be very glad if our exports to the neigh-
boring Provinces have increased ; but I wish to point out
that the rcusons we have exported more to New Brunswick
last ycar thau formerly, were twoor three in number. In the
first place, we were formerly the owners of a large amount
of shipping, and that shipping used to be profitably
employed in the carrying trade between Great Britain and
the Island. The quantity of goods we imported offered a
fuir freight to the Island, and the oats and barley which
we exported gave profitable return freights. I would like
to ask the hon. gentleman what has become of that shipping.
We had an iron steamer which traded from the Island, but
although it enjoyed a subsidy of some $15,000 from the
Government—and I have the misfortune to be one of the
company myself—this policy, by compelling us to purchase
our goods where we could not purchase them o cheaply or
so profitably, has obliged us to sell the steamer at half its
cost, because it had nothing to do. ' If the hon. gentleman
will turn to the statistics which were luid on the Table of
this liouxe the other day, he will find that, in 1878, we built
nearly 17.400 tons of shipping. How manjy tons have we in
1852 ? Three thousand. In 1878, the tonnage registered
in the Island was over 18,000 tons; to-day it is only 4,300
in 1878, our exports from the Island were $1,700,000; in
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18717, they were $1,931,000, while, in 1883, they were
$1,687,000, The hon. gentleman speaks of the prices
having been enhanced by the manufactures which have
sprung up in the country; but if he l.oks into the facts he
will find that those prices have been enbanced by the
increase in the lumbering business—a statement which I
am sure will be borro out by hon. members from the
Province of New Brunswick. Tae hon. gentleman will
find that while, in 1874, the perce .lage of duties which the
poor people of the Island had to pay was 1147, they arc
now paying 25 per cent. The National Policy
may have had, and doubtless has had, beneficial effects on
certain towns or certain parts of the Dominion, but it is
well known that upon a purely agricultural community 1t
can work, it has worked, and is working, notbhing but
ruin. Let the hon gentleman go to the chief city of the
Island and offer any property in it for sale and see if he
will get a purchaser. He will find that the places
formerly owned and occupied by workingmen are vacant,
and ave offered to let everywhere. In the country parts
whole settlements have left the place, and though [ am
glad that some of them have gone to our own territories in
Manitoba and the North-West, the larger portion have gone
to build up and increase the neighboring Republic. This,
however, is apart from the question before the House.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr. DAVIES, Hon. gentlemen say ‘ hear, hear,” but I
should not have referred to the question at all had not the
hon. member for Prince County introduced the subject by
making a statement with reference to the prosperity of
Prince Edward Island, which it would not have been fair
to have let pass in silence. While I believe that the com-

any have efficiently carried out their contract, I trust
that the hon. gentleman at the head of the Department
will, either by means of an increased subsidy or in some
other way, put on a boat which will carry on the work
earlier iu the spring and later in the fall than at present,
and that he will give his assurance that some measures
will be taken to supplement the work of the Northern Light
by putting om another boat.

Mr. HACKETT. I do not think it is right that the
hon. members from Prince Edward Island should monopolize
the whole time of the House ; but as there is not much
business now before us, I trust it will not be considered out
of place for me to offer a few remarks. When I first heard
of the motion for the appointment of a Committee I had
some slight objections to it, thinking perhaps it might
retard the progress of this work of opening communication
with the Island. The people of the Island desire the
Government to carry out the work they have initiated,
The Government have begun that work, for the money was
voted for the branch railway from Cape Traverse to the
main line, and I was glad to have the assurance of the hon.
Minister that it would be built this year ; and that point being
settled I could see no objection to the motion. Information
is required on the question. Every man living on the
Island has an opinion of his own on the subject, and what
we should get is the best evidence possible to be obtained,
so that when the money comes to be exponded it will be
expended intelligently, and in the way best adapted to
secure the opening up of this communication. Now, I want
to say a word or two in reply to the hon, member from
Queen’s County (Mr. Davies). That hon., gentleman has
thought proper to make a long speech on the subject of
the National Policy—and I may say he comes from Prince
BEdward Island for the purpose of repealing that policy.
That is his object in coming here. He is not content with
the policy of the people of Canadn ; he must have a policy
for Prince BEdward Island. But ! am prepared to show,
from figures, that the hon. gentleman is quite incorrect with
regard to the effects of that policy on Prince Edward Island.

Mr. Davizs,

The hon, gentleman says the people of the Island are leav-
ing it in swarms. The truth is thatin the fall of the year
a great many young men who are engaged in the fishing
industry during the summer, are thrown out of employment,
and it becomes necessary for them to seek employment in
the lumber districts of the neighboring Provinces; but they
return in the spring. There has not been that exodus from
the Tsland which the hon. gentleman represents. Not very
long ago the Summerside Journal, the organ of the hon.
gentleman and his party in Prince County, had the honesty
to admis that the young men who had gone abroad wero
returning, having found that the little Island in the Gnlf of
the St, Lawrence provided them with a better home than
they could get abroad; and I believe they will continue to
return, notwithstanding the efforts of the hon. gentleman
and his party to drive them from the Province. There is
at present 40,000 or 50,000 acres of wilderness land as good in
Prince Edward Island as can be found in any other
part of the Dominion. Instead of publishing to the world

‘that the Province is in ruin and misery, we should stand up

here and say that it is prosperous; we should endeavor to
secure for the Island a portion of the large immigration
which has come into the country in consequence
of the National Policy. What are the facts ? We can
have no better indication of the prosperity of a country than
the amount of the people’s deposits in the savings banks
Last year we find that the farmers of Prince Rdward
lsland deposited in the savings banks some $300,000
more than than they did the year previous. Is that an indi-
cation of ruin and want ? On the contrary, I take it as
being indicative of the progress and prosperity of the
country. Now, I just want to cite to the hon. gentleman
a few etatistics with regard to shipping. He has endeavored
to make it appear that our ships are being swept off the
water, and that no shipping of any account is now registered
at the port of Charlottetown. Such is not the case. If we
have not the shipping in Prince Edward Island, it is because
our ships get better freights in the lumber trade of
New Brunswick. But if the hon gentleman will look at the
figures, he will find that there has been no such decrease in
the tonnage of Prince Edward Island as he represents; but
that our ship owners stand in a better position than they
did in 1873, when we entered the Confederation. In 1873,
the number of tons of shipping registered at the port of
Charlottetown was 38,913, while, in 1882, the year when the
hon. gentleman says there was no shipping in Prince
Edward Island, the tonnage amounted to 41,684 tons, an
increase of nearly 3,000 tons. These are facts, and it would
be better for the bon. gentleman, before he rises in this
House to proclaim that every industry on the Island is
being ruined, to consult th> figures and gain some informa-
tion on the subject. Then with regard to prices, which the
hon, gentleman gays are so low as to produce great
want and misery among the farmers, I will show
you that they are getting better prices than they did
in 1878, in the days of darkness and disaster, when
the hon. gentleman’s friends ruled this country. In 1878,
the price, at Charlottetown, of oats, one of the staple
products of the Island, was 32 cents a bushel, while, in 1882,
it had increased to 36 cents, or an addition of 4 cents a
bushel. That does not look much like ruin for the farmers,
Then, with regard to pork —in 1878, the price was 4} cents
a pound in Charlottetown, while, last year, it was 9 cents a
pound, or an increase of 100 per cent.

Mr. DAVIES. Did the National Poliey do that ?

Mr, TACKETT. Certainly it did. The National Poliey
did it by bringing prosperity to the miners of Nova Scotia,
by building up industries in the Province of New Brans.
wick and Nova Scotia, and by bringing prosperity to the
whole Dominion, by means of which the farmers of
Prince Edward lsland have been enabled to sell their
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products in the home market, instead of being obliged to
seek a market abroad. The hon. gentleman is not satisfied,
but 1 will try to satisfy him. With regard to the prices of
butter, we have the means in Prince Edward Island of
raising large quantities of butter, and the farmers—I speak
it from a knowledge of the facts—were unable, in 1878, to
gell their butter. [t was lying in the dairies. They were
unable to get cash for it at any price they would ask, and
were obliged to take it to the markets and trade it away.
The price that year was 16 cents per pound, by the
tub, in the Charlottetown market. In 1882, the price
was 22 cents, an advance of six cents. Are. the farmers
being ruined when they can get those prices for their

roducts? I have a number of figures more, but I will
reserve them until the hon. gentleman produces his motion.
The hon. gentleman made a personal allusion with regard
to myself, to the effect that I am a living example that the
National Policy has not redeemed its promises. He need
not have gone as far as that, If [ think that by coming to
Ottawa with my family during the Session, I can live
as cheaply as on the Island, I have a right to do so, and if
the hon. gentleman thinks it proper to bring his wife with
him, no person can object toit. It is beneath any hon.
gentloman to make a personal allusion of that kind, The
hon. gentleman thinks he has got rid of me out of the
Tsland. The hon. gentleman is not rid of me. He will
find me at the next general campaign, working in the
interests of the Conservative party, and I hope to prevent
him from coming to this Parliament to run down the
Province that did him the honor of electing him.

Mr. JENKINS. I merely rise to say that my hon. col-

league (Mr. Davies) has either totally misconstrued what I |

said, or has misrepresented me. Iam sorry tosay he is quite
capable of misrepresenting me.

Mr. SPEAKER. Order.

Mr. JENKINS. Ido notsay it was intentional. I do
not say he would do it intentionally ; but I will say he is
afflicted with a certain obliquity of vision—

Some hon. MEMBERS. Order, order.

Mr. SPEAKER. I must ask the hon. gentleman to
withdraw these expressions. We must endeavor now, in
the beginning of this Session, to keep the rules of debate
very strictly, and there should: be no personal allusions of
this kind allowed.

Mr. JENKINS. 1 withdraw the expressions at your
request. I said nothing whatever that could be construed
as my hon. colleague has construed my remarks. I did not
say that Prince Edward Island was thriving, or her trade
increasing, through the National Policy. I said that the
trade between the Island and the neighboring Provinces
had increased, and the manufacturing interests of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick had largely increased through
the influence of the National Policy. Perhaps I should not
have mentioned the term National Policy. It seems as
irritating to my hon. colleague and the hon. member of the
Opposition as a red rag to a bull. Perhaps I should have
said: that happy coincidence of prosperity which followed
the change in tbe fiscal policy of t)gis country. Perhaps
that would not have irritated my hon. friend and have
cansed him to give us the dregs of his campaign speeches
at the last Elections, I think that the question of the
National Policy is not under discussion now, and I would
not have mentioned it, only that I felt satisfied the increased
trade between the Island and the neighboring Provinces
was due to the National Policy.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It is not necessary that I
should enter into the discussion between the hon. gentlemen
who represent Prince Edward Island; but I may say that
I do not agree with the views taken by the senior member
for Queen’s County, that any possible harm could come from

‘of that service should take place.
' years sufficient was, in the present condition of the Isiand,

the adoption of this Resolution. The House is perfectly
well aware that from the time the Ixland was brought into
the Union, efforts have been made by both Governments to
carry out. as far as it was found possible and practicable,
the Terms of the Union. Efforts have been made to produce
a8 regular intercommunication as possible between the
Island and the main land. The Government, when hon.
gentlemen opposite were in power, had a steamer
constructed for the purpose of maintaining winter
commaunication with the Island, as it had not
been found practicable to do so by any steamers
in use for the summer season. Although very considerahle
success attended those efforts, it was found impracticable to
maintain regular commaunication for mails-and passengers
throughout the entire season. ~ Despite all that the
Northern Light—a vessel specially constructed for that
purpose—could do, there were several weeks in the season
in which mail and passenger communication could not be
carried on in that way. 1 may say if the hon. gentleman
has satizfied himself that nothing remains to be learned in
that connection, he has arrived at a different conclusion to
that at which I have arrived. We waited until the efforts
to maintain communication were tried, and saw how far
that intercommunication could be made succesful, hefore
resorting to the further means of constructing railway com-
munication to Cape Traverse, for the purpose of ensuring
more rapid and perfect communication by way of the Capes.
The Government was prepared last Session to submit appro-
priations for the construction of a railway from the Inter-
colonial to Cape Tormentine, as well as a railway on Prince
Edward Island to Cape Traverse, with a view of having

nstant communication through tho entire winter season.

o delay was caused by any want of action on the part of
the Government, From the moment that the representa-
tives of the Island in both branches of the Legislature had
arrived, themselves, at a common accord of opinion, no time
was lost. That was not arrived at until the previous season,
a year ago last summer. That having been arrived at, the
reprosentatives of the Island being agreed that, after all tho
experiments and experiences of the past, that was the best
mode to adopt, the Government adopted that policy and
asked from Parliament the necessary appropriation to carry
it out. The Government did not ask for an appropriation to
connect the Intercolonial Railway with Cape Tormentine,
as they were prepared to do, because the Government of New
Brunswick subsidized a private company to take that work
up, and it was stated to the Government that that portion
of the work could be accompfl'ished without any application
being made to Parliament. Parliament having provided the
means. of establishing connection between the railway on
Prince Edward Island and Cape Traverse to facilitate this
intercommunication, that work could have been proceeded
with during the past season, only we felt it would have been
quite practicable for us to take up that work in the coming
seagon and have all the work on }I"‘rince Edward Island for
the purpose of baving this intercommuniction completed
at as early a period as it was possible for the company
engaged in the work on this side to meetit. Until that time
it seemed unnecessary to make that expenditure. The hon.
gentleman, on a previous occasion, said he understood & con-
tract had been entered into with the Steam Navigation
Company of Prince Edward Island for that service. The
hon. gentleman is mistaken in that respect. Application
was made to extend that service. It was represented to us
by the Steam Navigation Company, who have performed
the services in which they have been engaged with consid-
erable ability and success, that the demands for communi-
cation between the Island and the mainland had become so
great owing to the growth of traffic as to make it essential,
in the interests of the Island, that a very great extension
What had been in past
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totally inadequate. But we declined to make any contract
or to take that question up, because we considered that until
this railway communication was established from the Inter-
colonial to Cape Tormentine on the one side, and from the
Island Railway to Cape Traverse on the other, it would be
unwise to enter into & new contract until we had secen, by
further experience and further investigation, the very best
means that could be used, not only as regards winter, but
also in relation to summer communication, to bring the
Island into as perfect intercommunication with the main land
as possible. 1 can only say that if we had possessed the
information which the hon. gentleman seems to possess we
would mnot have been obliged to defer this ar-
rangement. I think this committee ought to be granted
if for no other purpose than to give the Government the
benefit of the information and the opinions that the hon,
gentleman possesses, for if he has studied the subject so
thoroughly as to have more information than the Govern-
ment have been able to obtain, it is desirable that it
should be placed at cur service. I shall be glad to have
this Committee appointed, because I think there is a good
deal to be learned ; and I am guite satisfied, althongh I have
given this question a great deal of personal attention from
the time of the Union of Prince Hdward Island with the
Dominion—and the previous Government gave the subject
I am sure a great deal of consideration, as well as the
present Government—that there is a good deal to learned,
and I shall be only too glad to hear any person who is in a
position to assure us that it wounld be no doubtful experi-
ment to adopt & line of action that will render - that com.
munication as perfect as possible. There is no delay
involved in it at all, because, as I have said, the railway
works are going on on the main land and will be vigorously
prosecuted on the Island to make communication. In the
meantime the Northern Light will keep up the service.as
heretofore between Pictou and Georgetown, and measures
will be devised and a scheme adopted by the time that the
railway is in operation to make the communication as
perfect as possible, both in summer and in winter.

Motion agreed to.

SUPERNUMERARY CLERKS IN THE MONTREAL‘
: CUSTOM HOUSE.

Mr. CURRAN, in moving for a return containing names
of persons in the employ of the Customs Department in the
City of Montreal as supernumerary clerks who have been
constautly employed for not less than six months previous
to the first day of July, 1883, said: My ogject in
making this motion i8 to draw the attention of the House
to a state of thjpgs which I think is an injustice to a very
considerable number of persons who have been up to the
gresent time discharging their duties as employés in the

ustoms House—or as supernumerary clerks if you ‘will—
some of them for a considerable number of  years without
having their appointments confirmed. As the House is
aware, during last Session a Civil Service Bill was passed,
and to some extent it was experimental legislation ; but I
believe, on the whole, the people of the country are satisfied,
and the members of this House are satisfied, that
the law has been an exceedingly good . one.
But there is one which I think deserves attention, and in
which that law, like all other human laws, is defective.
There are not only in the Montreal Custom House, but in
the various other Departments, a number of persons who
have been appointed merely as supernumeraries, some of
them having filled the office not merely for six months
previous to the Ist July, 1882, when the Civil Service Act
came into force, but some of them for even five or six years,
and whose appointments have never been ratified. Now
a number of the.e porsons aré men who have been absent
from the school room for pérhaps twenty or twenty-five

Sir CuanLEs Turrnm ;

years, and who are rather rasty upon some of the subjects
which have been put into the curriculum of ezamination,
and therefore they are placed at a great disadvantage with
{gung boys, perhaps who have just left school and who are

tter capable of undergoing examination, while those
men who have been employed as supernumeraries, discharg-
ing their duties well and efficiently, are placed at a dis-
advantage besides these new comers. Under the law as it
now exists those gentlemen cannot be appointed jerman-
ently to their present positions without having to undergo
this examination. I am of the impression, and it is the
opinion of hon, gentlemen to whom I have spoken, that in
any amendments which may be made in the Civil Service
Act, the position of these men should be taken into
consideration, as they have served the Government fuaith-
{ully and efficiently, and that they should be entitled, upon
procuring a certificate from the Chief of their Departments,
that they are fully competent to discharge their duties, to
be appointed permanently without having to undergo the
examination which is now prescribed for them as for all
others, and which I think is only right in the case of new
applicants. I am gatisfied that the return I now ask for
will show that a state of things exists which is an injustice,
not perhaps to very many persons in the City of Montreal
alone, but to perhaps some Eundreds of persons throughout
the Dominion. I am satisfied the Government and the
House are only anxious that all cause of complaint should
be removed and that justice should be done to this class of
supernumerary officers the same as to all other classes in
this country.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The Civil Service Act past last
year provides for a certain examination for this class of offi-
cers—I think a preliminary examination--and which is a very
simple one. So far as I can recollect, it embraces reading,
writing and the four first rules in arithmetic, and should the
Department judge that these officers should be made per-
manent it wouldgbe easy for them to pass that examination.
My hon. friend is mistaken if he thinks that'a qualifying
examination is required, because merely a preliminary
examination is required for these officers of a lower grade—
if T may socall them. I would also remind the hon. gentle-
man that a Bill may be introduced this Session in which
some modifications may be made in that direction. Whilst
I am on my feet I desire to congratulate my hon. friend as
a speaker, and I am certain thathe will prove a great acces-
sion to this House.

Motion agreed to,

IMMIGRATION TO BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Mr., SHAKESPEARE moved for all correspondence
betwoen the Government of British Columbia and the
Dominion Government, respecting immigration to British
Columbia, also, all correspondence on the question of
Chinese immigration, He said: I have been informed that
correspondence has taken place between the two Govern-
ments on this very important subject. Looking at the
Public Accounts of last year, and of the previous years, I
find that a very large sum of money has been voted by
this House for immigration purposes. I believe that every
Province in the Dominion, except British Columbis,
received a portion of that appropriation. I think it isa
little unfair that British Columbia should be left entirely
out in the cold in this matter, for, as she contributed her
share to the revenue of the Dominian, she is entitled to &
share of that appropriation. It cannot be said that British
Columbia is not in want of immigrants; that is the groat
want of that Province {o-day. It is a matter respectin .
which we have been crying out for years. We arein wuit
of immigrants; we are in wani of men for our farm work,’
for our industries and canneries, and our railroad, and I am
able to state here, to-day, that 2,000 men will find cmploy-

.
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ment on the Canadian Pacific Railway in British Columbia
this year. I am sure I can state in all fairness, that there
is no portion of the Domin'ion of Canada which ?,ﬁ'ords
greater inducements to immigrants than the Province of
British Columbia does to-day. We have extensive lands,
millions of acres of which have never been settled by white
men, and though it has been stated by hon. gentlemen in
this House that we have seas of mountains, I am happy to
say that some of those mountains are mountains of wealth,
mountains-of iron, copper, silver and gold, and I sincerely
trust that the day is not far distant when those mountains
shall be brought low and the valleys shall be exalted, and
the wealth contained in those mountains shall be poured
into the Treasury of the Dominion. I am satisfied
that the more British Columbia becomes kuown, the
greater wiil be the astonishment of the people at
the laxity of the Government in not making known
the wvaried and extensive resources of that Province
gooner. Our American friends in Washington Territory
have their agents in San Francisco and various parts of the
United States with pamphlets, magazines and maps full
of information descriptive of the resources of their country,
the result of which is that nearly every steamer leaving the
port of San Francisco for Victoria is crowded with immi-
grants for Washington Territory, We seldom hear of
emigrants going to British Columbia, and yet that Province
t7-day offers greater inducements, and has a finer climate
than any portion of the Dominion. What I want to call
the attention of the Government to-day to—and I am sure
that having done so, they will very readily comply with the
request—is, that British Columbia should have a portion of
the appropriation which is voted every year for immigra-
tiom purposes. It is astonishing the ignorance which pre-
vails with respect to that Province. Since I have been in
Ottawa I have been. crowded with letters asking informa-
tion with respect to that Province. Somotimes I receive
letters asking how far it is from British Columbia to China.
I presume the reason why they ask that question is because
we have there so many inhabitants of the Flowery kingdom.
Then, again, T am told that on applying for information to
the Dominion Government, all they could obtain was a
pamphlet about Manitoba. I think it is nothing but fair
that British Columbia should share in the immigration ap-
propriation, and that information should be given to the
public so that we may obtain a share of the immigrants who
are travelling west year by year. With respect to the
question of Chinese immigration, of course we have an im-
migration there of Chinese, and, 1 am very sorry to say it, a
class of people who are not at all desirable,but are detrimental
to the best interests of any civilized commuruity, Iowever,
that is not the part of the question which I wish to take up
tO-l)C{ay; on some future occasion I hope to return to that
subject.

Mr. BAKER. I have very much pleasuro in seconding
the motion made by my hon. colleague from Victoria,
British Columbis. He happens to have the advantage of
being not only a worker, but a speaker, and I can hardly
hope to come under the latter category ; at the same time
I have very much pleasure in seconding the resolution
which he has presented to the House. The House has
lately heard a good deal about Prince Edward Isiand, in
fact the hon. members from that Island have occupied its
time for a considerable period—I will not, therefore, detain
the House very long. I have heard it said that Prince
Edward Island is the pet child of the Dominion. If so I
envy their position; all I can hope is, that you will not
say that Vancouver Island is the spoilt child of the
Dominion, We are desirous of obtaining in British
Columbia a class of people not, as my hon. friend has
mentioned, from the Flowery kingdom, but from any
kingdom or nationality which will add to our population
and remain in the country. He has observed, and rightly

too, that a very fair amount of money is placed in the
Estimates every year for purposes of immigration and agri-
culture. I can only endorse what he has said, and that is
that we in British Columbia, in the far West, should
participate to some extent in the disbursing of that amount
of money which may be voted by Parliament. We are also
informed that the Local Government of British Columbia
are taking action in this matter, and if the Dominion will
give us a few crumbs which may fall from therich man’s table
we will be thankfal. We do not ask very much ; in fact
this being our first appearance in public life—at all events
so far as I am concerned—I have very great diffidenco in
asking anything at all, yet that will not satisfy the people
of British Columbia who sent me here to represent them.
I have very great pleasure in asking the Government to
grant, out of the vote passed by this House, a small share
for the promotion of*immigration to the Province from
which I come.

Mr. HOMER. Mr. Speaker, the reforence made in the
Speech from the Throne at the opening of Parliament, with
relation to the railway lands of British Columbia, shows, as
I believe, the intontion of the Government to throw those
lands open for settlement at an early date ; therefore, it iy
highly necessary that some immigration scheme should bo
immediately arranged, in order that these lands may be oc-
cupicd by actual settlers. I believe that arrangemcnts may
be made between the Domision Government and the Local
Government and the railway contractors in British Colum-
bia, by which a large nember of persons, suitable for rail-
way and general labor, can ba taken into that section
of the country, thus assisting in the stoppage of the further
influx of the Chinese and the replacement of a great
number of those people who are now in tho colony.
Immigration from the Old Country and the Eastern
Colonies would not oniy be very beneficial to British
Columbia, but would add very materially to the revenue of
the Dominion. By this means indirectly, the expenditure
laid out in this manner would be repaid to the Government.
It is well, Mr. Speaker, to remember the fact that one
white person contributes as much to the revenue of the
country as ten Chinese ; and while the white person makos
the couutry his permanent home, the Chinaman contri-
butes comparatively nothing to the revenue, but takes his
earnings to a foreign land where he spends them.

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Spesker, before the motion is putto
the House, I desire to make a few remarks as to the necessity
of British Columbia participating in the advantages of the
expenditure made by this Parliament in order to promote
immigration to the Dominion. British Columbia does not
by any means desire to participate merely in the financial
advantages. She wishes this money to be directed to the
proper channels, in order that her industries and
various resources may be ‘doveloped, in which develop-
ment the Dominion of Canada, as well as the Province, are
sure to be participants. There is a certain class of immi.
grants whicll)l we desire to obtain—I cannot say that British
Columbia is prepared to receive an unlimited number—I think
that this would be a mistake ; but a large number of people
can now find there ready employment. We have openings
for three or four classes : for instance, agricultural laborers
would be absorbed to & considerable extent; a limited
number of lnmbermen would fine ready employment ; the
fisheries would offer occupaticn to quite a number ; the
gold or other mines would employ others, and the different
manufacturing industries in the Province would absorb a
considerable number. - Now, Mr. Speaker, thoso are the
classes of immigrants which we desire to obtain from
Farope and from the other sections of the Dominion. We
have already immigrants from Europe, Ontario, Quebec, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. I am
glad to say they are the best we have. Tt is gencrally con-
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sidered that one immigrant from any of these Provinces is
worth a thousand of the sweepings of Asia now brought in to
work on the railway. The people who live in this part of the
Dominion do not see the moral blight which the presence
of the Chinese is inflicting on our Province. They cannot
contemplate it, and I doubt whether the hon. gentlemen
from the other Provinces will view this subject in the right
light, until 16,000 of those people come to Montreal and
10,000 to Quebec, and an equal number is distributed
throughout the manufactoring districts of the other portions
of the Dominion, then these hon. gentlemen will, T am sure,
feel compelled to take this matter uap seriously and deal
with it, as affecting themselves, as we ought to treat
it in British Columbia. Mr. Speaker, it is not
my intention at the present time to say much on the subject
before the House. We all know that the question of immi-
gration is important to every one of our Provinces, and we
in British Columbia feel somewhat curious to know why
the Government has refused to allow our Province to partici-
pate in the benefits aceruing from the scheme of immigra-
tion. But British Columbia is not alone in this respect. I
see that Prince Edward Ieland occupies the same position.
I find that agencies exist for nearly every Province except-
ing Prince Bdward Island and British Columbia; perhaps
that is the reuson why we receive immigration from Prince
Edward Island, as they may have an overplus of population.
I learn, however, from an hon. gentleman coming from
that Province, that they also have opportunities for supply-
ing immigrants with homes and for developing further
their resources. Mr. Speaker, I will not trouble the House
with any extensive remarks; but I may say I hope that the
Government will see their way clear during this Session,
not only to deal with the question of immigration to our
Province, but also with our land question. You are aware,
Sir, that a belt of land twenty miles on each side of the
Pacific Railway, extending from the Pacific Ocean
to the eastern boundaries of British Columbia, was set
apart for the Dominion Government in order to aid in the
construction of the road. Now, Sir, that land is at present
locked up from settlement, and has been so reserved
since the surveys were first commenced—or, at least, ever
since the Order in Council was passed making Port Moody
the terminus of the railway. It is impossible to expect
that a great number of immigrants will come in and settle
in the valleys beyond this twenty mile limit, for they
would be obliged to wait until the intervening territory
was settled up, and public roads were made extending to
the outside of this limit. It may be urged, Mr. Speaker,
that a great part of this land is rather too elevated for agri-
cultural products, but I am satisfied, from a geological point
of view, that the railway belt will prove equally as valu-
able to the Dominion of Canada as if it were all agricultursl
lan1, One point to which sufficient prominence is not given
in regard to British Columbia, as an integral portion of the
Dominion,is that she isnot dependent entirelyon one resource
She has mines, she has fisheries, she has lumbering interests
and commercial interests, and she has every facility for
availing herself of the National Policy in the highest
degree. She has an unlimited extent of teriitory, she has
a climate well adapted to manufaetures, and she has in
addition a great motive power possessed only by Nova
Scotia on the Atlantic, for moving machinery and com-
merce, With these few remarks, I am happy to support
the motion.

Mr. FOSTER. I had no intention of speaking on this
subject upon a motion referring more especially to the
Province of British Columbia ; %)u(: it is wot perhaps an
inopportune moment to say a word in support of what has
beensaid by the hon, members from British Columbia—for we
are all Provinces of thesame Dominion; and also tosay one
word for my own Province and some of the other Provinces

Mr. Gorpon.

aswell. T should not have spoken at all had I not been
somewhat seized with the poetic afflatus—an afflatus which
appears on the poetic names of the British Columbia
members of the House, and seeing that it was an hour
devoted almost entirely to new members I thought 1 could
not break the icoe at a better time. I went to the Depart-
meut of Agriculture the other day and asked for their
pamphlets. I received about nine different pamphlets.
[ took them to my room and diligently went over them.
One was printed in French, one in German, and several in
English ;' but if T had been an immigrant asking for
information in regard to Canada—a country extending
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and having in it more
square miles than the United States—I shounld have received
from reading those pamphets the idea that there were only
two places which were specially cared for, and those were
Manitoba and the North-West, and the Eastern Townships.
For all the pamphlets which I read contained not a word
of information for immigrants except with regard to those
two great places. 1 beg, as a humble and a new repre-
sentative from the Province of New Brunswick, to
give as much emphasis as I possibly can to the idea
mooted by the hon, members from British Columbia, that
is, that immigrants enquiring about the Dominion of Canada
should have information placed at their disposal concerning
the whole of the Dominion of Canada. The Eastern Prov-
inces, the Provinces down by the sea, the Provinces of old
Canada, were the kernel and are yet the back-bone of the
whole Dominion ; they were the stock-in-trade from which
we have marched out to the purchase, and are now march-
ing out to the settlement and the conquest in cconomic and
civilizing ways of the vast territory then unknown to us.
I think we should not in the general spirit of delight yith
which we boast of those vast territories and the general
feeling of hope which is in our bosoms with respect to the
great future which is in store for them, forget the older
Provinces which have great things to contend against, You
know, Mr Speaker, as well as I, that the history of the
United States bas been that the Eastern States advanced to
a certain state, and when the newer lands throughout the
West became known, not owing to the National Policy or
the want of a National Policy, but owing simply to that
general drifting out into the new and the untried,
there commenced an exodus—a natural and proper exodus
of the people of the east towards the new lands of the west.
The same thing has occurred in our Provinces down by the
sea as well as in the Province of Ontario, and, as has been
so graphically stated by an hon. member who spoke a short
time ago, they are leaving Prince Edward Island in large
numbers—leaving because of the general tendency of large
portions of the population to seek w.der areasin the countries
which have been opened up in later years. Now, if nothing is
done by the old Provinces adequate to meet that movement,
we shall be threatened with a depletion of the older Pro-
vinces—for the building up of the new, it istrue; but, a
depletion which will be felt like the draining of the blood
from the body of a man. S5 I repeat, with all the emphasis
T can command, that tho Dominion Government should take
into consideration how information can be given of the best
kind, which will enable immigrants to know the climate
and the resources, not only of the North-West, but of
British Columbia and New Brunswick and every one of our
Provinces, so that the stream of immigration, whilst it will
always and certainly flow to a greater extent out to the
North-West where there are greater attractions, may flow
to some extent to our older Provinces, in order to fill up
the depletion of the population which has now taken place.
I thank the House for listening to these remarks. I have
merely made them because I think it a proper opportunity
to impress on the Government and the House, the fact that
whilst we are all glad of the abundance and bountiful pros-
pects of the new lands which are being opened up, we must
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at the same time look out that the older lands are not
of their population.
deg%:t;c(l)HN A. ]EAPCDONALD. I regret that the Minister
of Agriculture, who has charge of immigration matters, is
pot in his place just now, as he would most lll.m]y have en-
tered somewhat fully into the discussion which bas been
carricd on so ably by the various gentlemen who have
spoken on the motion. There can be no objection in the
world to the motion; any correspondence in existence on
the subject will be at once brought down. The whole sub
ject of immigration will, I have no doubt, be. fully and_pro-
fitably discussed during the present Session—especially
when the Estimates are before the House—when it will be
the duty of the hon. Minister of Agriculture to ask for a vote;
and then, I have no doubt, there will be judicious pressure
and all kinds of moral suasion from hon. members from the
- different Provinces that they should have a fair share of the
grant for immigration. But, as a general rule, I believe, the
Department of Agriculture has principally confined its
efforts to assisting immigrants from the older countries to
visit cur shores, The immigrants coming from Europe
generally make up their minds to what Province thcy are
coming be‘ore leaving their native country. There are such
things as assisted passages; information is given by the
different ageucies in England and one or two on the con-
tinent; and when immigrants arrive on our shores they
generally shift for themselves. As regards information re-
specting the capabilities of the older Provinces the prime
duty in that regard rests upon the Provincial Governments,
They have the lands in the different Provinces. The lends of
the older Provinces belong to the Provincial Governments and
they can dispose of their lands as they please, under the autho-
rity received from theirseveral Legislatures. They alone
can know where population is required ; they alone can offer
inducements and show the inducements that the Provinces
offer to settlers. The primary steps must be taken in all
those Provinces by the Provinces themselves, and the re-
sources of the Dominion Government and Dominien Tresury
can only be called upon to aid the exertions
made in the first place by those Provinces and their Govern-
ments. It is true there has been no specific vote—speaking
generally from my recollection—to aid immigration to
British Columbia, There have been, I know, a good many
scttlers who have gone to British Columbia within the last
four years from Ontario and the other older Provinces.
There has been a considerable immigration trom the older
Provinces to British Columbia, caused principally, I suppose,
by the demand for labor on the Pacific Railway. I am not
aware that the Government or the Legislature of British
Columbia have taken any steps to promote immigration. I
do not know whether they have ever voted any money or
appointed any agents in Kurope or in the United States for
that purpose. The Government here, if it gets the sanction
of Parliament, will aid any such efforts on the part of the
Province, My hon. friend who sits behind me says the Dom-
inion of Canada has voted a very considerable sum for the
p}'omotion ofimmigration into the Provinceof British Colum-
bia. Something like 25,000,000 acres of land and $25,000,000
have been appro}griated for the purpose of constructing a
railway direct to British Columbia. Until that road is built,
we cannot hope, from its position, that there will be any very
large immigration into that Province. The railway is
being pushed with all zeal and earnestness, and I hope that
in a few years the movement westward which has been
spoken of will extend to British Columbia. Westward the
star of empire holds jts sway, and I have no doubt that that
star will, in a few years, guide a large population to add to
the present enterprising population of the Pacific Province.
With regard 1o the Chinese question, that is a separate one,
and T have no doubt my hon. friend from Victoria will
press that question upon the consideration of Parliament
before it is prorogued. It is a very serious question, one

whose importance cannot be over-rated, one that cannot be
slurred over, but must be breasted. Itis of great conse-
quence to British Columbia, and is of subsequent conse-
quence to the Eastern Provinces, and wust be fairly
considered, so that some principle may be laid down
regarding it, and that principle carried ont in practice.

Mr. KINNEY. The eloquent, patriotic and well-timed
cbservations of the hon. member for King’s induces me to
add another to the maiden efforts of the day. I do not
intend to say anything with reference to the Chinese
or the question of immigration to British Columbia. I
merely wish to say that while we must recognize the
fact that the march of empire is westward, we should de-
plore the large exodus from the Provinces by the sea. I
do not attach any blame to the Government, present or
past, for that exodus; but 1 think we-should do whatever
can be done to prevent it. In one county of Nova Scotia
there are 150 fine farms for sale. I am not going to assign
a cause for this. Oune of the hon. members from Prince
Edward Island has tried to convince this House that the
Nationzal Policy has somcthing to do with the price of oats
and potatoes. I may say that the county I represent has
increased its exports very largely during the past year.
That was not due to the National Policy, but because we
got more for our fish. It is a fact that a large number of
persons are leaving the Province of Nova Scotia, and while
many come back, many stay away. I am pleased to stato
that the bounty to fishermen has given to the fishery in-
dustry a healthy impetus, resulting in a large addition to
our fishery fleet. 'This alone will keep at home four or five
bundred = workingmen who heretofore were forced to
seek a livelihood abroad. A society has rocently been
started for the purpore of bringing to the notice of
persons coming into the country, the inducements to settle
in Nova Scotia, The Provincial Government is ren-
dering some assistance to that society, and I under-
stand from the Secretary that it is intended to ask
thoe Dominion Goveinment also for aid. My purpose
in rising at present is to express the hope 1hat when tho
matter is brought to the attention of the Government, they
will giveit their full consideration, and help us in the Lower
Provincesto keep our people at home, and to chow to immi-
grants the facilities that exist for making money in the
east. If the Government can see their way to granting
this society some assistance, I for one will fecl grateful to
them.

Motion agrecd to,

LOCATION OF THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Mr. BLAKE moved for 2 map or maps showing (1) tho
location of the Canadian Pacific Railway so far as approved
or constructed; (2) its location so jar as proposed to
Government, but not yet approved ; (3) the location of
any branches constructed and of any now contemplated by
the Company, so far as the Government is advised; (4) the
lands set apart for the Company but not yet granted; (5)
the lands granted; (6) the lands applied for but not yet set
apart. He said: Up to this time we have had no official
plan or map of the route of the railway. Last Session,
amongst some papers brought down, were proposals from
the Company, which gave some fragmentary information
as to where the line lay; but nothing more. There are
many maps which indicate the lay of the country through
which construction is proceeding, upon which it would be
very easy to lay down the correct location of the railway,
so far as that is possible. Again, up to this time, although
we know that many millions of acres have
been awarded to the Company in  respect
of land subsidy, we have had nothing in the shape of a map
to show where this land lies. One of the maps laid before
the House last Session indicated certain sections as Pacific
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are fairly fit for settlement, it is clear that a very large
portion of these sections will noet he available. It is also
stated authentically, though not officially by the Govern-
ment, that the very large blocks of land at the southern
part of Manitoba have been awarded to the Company as
part of its land subsidy. Thbe time has then arrived, when
several million acres of land have been earned, and, as far as
we know, allocated to the Company, for the House to see what
the general position of the land grant is, and the railway
route. '

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Anticipating the motion of
the hon. gentleman, I have had prepared a map, which
shows all the information that this motion asks for, so far
a3 the location of the railway is concerned, It will show
from Montreal to Port Moodie the exact present position
of the work, it shows the portion of the line in operation,
the portion on which the track is laid, but which is not in
operation, the portion under construction, the portion
located, and applies both to the main line and to the
branches. I think, therefore, it will be found to convey
very fully what the hon. gentleman’s motion asks for,
cxcopt the allocations of the land, and that is being pre-
pared in the Department of the hon. Minister of the Interior,
and will be laid on the Table supplementary to thix, It is
more conveniont to separate the two, because we require a
larger scale for the allocations of the land,

Mr. BLAKE. Inthe map which shows the allocations
of the land, there should be laid down also the route of the
railway and its branche-.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Yes.
Motion agreed to.

COMMERCIAL TREATIES.

Mr., BLAKE, in moving for copies of all despatches,
telegrams and correspondence belween the Governments of
the Uniled Kingdom and Canada; and between the Govern-
ment of Canada and the High Commissioner, touching
negotiations for commercial arrangements with France,
Spain, or other countries; and of all reports of the High
Commissioner on the subject, said: I moved last Session,
very early, an address similar to this, and I was informed
that the papers would be laid on the Table, but so far as 1
have been able to ascertain they have not been laid on the
Table. Ido not know if there were any papers to lay, but
no response was made last Session to the address. I have
moved once again, in order, if possible, to obtain such
information as we can with reference to negotiations which
have occurred, not merely since last Parliament was
prorcgued, but also before that time. The question of
trade negotiations, both with reference to France and Spain,
has decorated the Speech from the Throne once or twice,
and ornamental paragraphs on it were proposed, daly
delivered and received, as they o to be, with great
courtesy and acquiescence by this Heuse, but as for fruits
we have not yet had any. I have seen in the papers
that application has since been made by the Government of
the French Republic for the postponement of these negotia-
tions, as far as France is concerned, until the happy day
arrives when a commercial treaty shall have been made
with her by the United Kingdom. I do not know whether
that statement was authentic or not, but it was stated with
some degree of positiveness, and it is important we should
have all the information pessible on the eubject.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The correspondence asked for
is in the hands of the printers, and I hope to be able to
bring it down at ar early day. 1 do mot recollect at this
moment the circumstances that prevented its being sub-
mitted last Session, but 1 am unbder the impression that

Mr, BLAKE,
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Railway sections, but the contract calling for lands which

somo important correspondence wag not complete at tho
time.

Motion agreed to.

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) moved for a return showing
the imports and exports from the 1st of July, 1882, to
January 1st, 1883, giving quantities and descriptions
similar to that usually published in the Gazette (monthly
imports), and the countries from which imported and to
which exported.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I have no objection to
this motion except the last part ofit, which would involve
enormous labor of giving the details of all the sales of the
calendar year. The gross amount of money received, the
gross amount of sales, perhaps, in each township or each
agency could be given ; but the return of each sale and
each individual of the 50,000 or 60,000 people who have
gone in there would involve enormous expense and labor,
and we have no value for it then.

Mr. BURPEE (8t. John). I have no objection to amend-
ing it in that way so asto give the gross amount.

Sir JOON A. MACDONALD. Very well.

Mr. BLAKRE. I think it would be well and would add
much to the value of the return, to have a statement of the
sales to corporations with the names of the corporations.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I will get at once the
returns of sales from each agency,and if I can get from
each township I will do so.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Motions for the fullowing Returns were severally agrecd
to :—

Return of the Receipts and Expenditures in detail, chargo-
able to the Consolidated Fund from July 1st, 1882, to
February 1st, 1883.—(Mr. Burpee, St, John.)

Return showing the quantity in tons of coal exported
from each port in Nova Seotia for the year ending June
30th, 1882; also, for the six monthsending December, 31st,
1882, and the countries to which exported ; also, quantities
sent by railway and by water (separately) to any ports of
Quebec and Ontario, naming places sent to.—(Mr. Burpee,
St. John.)

Return of all claims presented for drawback on materials
used for shipbuilding for the year ending June 30th, 1882;
also, for the six months ending December 31st, 1882; giving
the name of the applicant, the name and tonnage of the
vessel, the amount claimed, and the amount paid.—(Mr.
Burpee, St. John)

Statement of the Revenue and working expenses of the
Intercolonial Railway, accrued for the six months of each
year ended December 31st, 1880, 1881 and 1882, under tho
several divisions; similar to Annual Statement B, Intercol-
onial Railway in the Public Accounts.—(Mr. Burpee, St.
John.)

Return showing the total amount of money received by
the Government trom the sales of Dominion Lands in Mani-
ioba and the North-West Territories during the calendar
year 1882 ; the number of sales, amount received in each
Agency and each Township, the names of the Companies 1o
whom sales have been made, the area sold to, and amount
received from each.—(Mr. Burpee, St. John.)

Return showing the quantity of Rolling Stock purchased
for the Intercolonial Railway, during tho year ending De-
cember 31st, 1882; giving each kind of Rolling Stock, and
whether purchased under contract or otherwise. The
parties from whom bought and the cost of each kinds Also,
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Statement showing what has been built during the year
?nStti:Govemment workshops, giving each kind.—(Mr.

John.
Bucl:'.{)eieéssg'f a?l (I;o)x'respondenee relating to the dismissal of

. D. McMillan from his office as Fishery Overseer and the
g pointment in his place of David Baker; Also, copies of
a‘ﬁ Departmental or other Orders respecting sach dismissal
and appointment, together. with the cause therefor.—(Mr.
Scriver.) ) »

Copies of all papers, resolutions, petitions, telegrams,
rts and correspondence relating to the change of Mail
ronte between Antigonish and Guysborough, Nova Secotia.
Also, agreement entered into between the Postmaster
General and the Contractor for the conveyance of the Mails
between Heatherton and Guysborough.—(Mr. Kirk.)

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were severally read thesecond time : —

Bill (No. 10) to provide for the amalgamation of the
Bank of Nova Scotia with the Union Bank of Prince
Edward Island.—(Mr. Tupper.) )

Bill (No. 16) for the incorporation of the Central Bank of
Capada.—( Mr. Beaty.) o

Bill (No. 18) to incorporate ihe University of Saskat-
chewan and to authorize the establishment of Colleges
within the limits of the Diocese of Saskatchewan.—(Mr.
Williams.)

Bill (No. 20) to empower the National Insurance Com-
pany to wind up its affairs and torelinquish its charter, and
to provide for the dissolution of the said Company.—(Mr.
Coursol.

Bill (1270. 23) further to reduce the Capital Stock of the
Quebec Fire Assurance Company.—(Mr. Bossé.)

Bill (No. 24) 1o incorporate the Manitoba and North-
Western Fire Insurance Company.—(Mr. Sutherland, Sel-
kirk.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the ajournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 5.50 o’clock p.m,) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Monpay, 26th February, 1883.

The SpeAKER took tho Chair at Three o’clock.

PravERrs.

BANK SHAREHOLDERS LISTS RETURNS.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor formally to lay before
the House the lists of the Shareholders of the Bank of Nova
Scotia, as on the 17th February, 1883; of the Bank of
Windsor, N.8.; of the Bank of Yarmouth, N.S., as on the
8th February, 1883 ; of the Federal Bank of Canada, as en
the 20th February, 1883; of La Banque de St. Hyacinthe,
as on the 16th February, 1883; of La Banque du Peuple,
as on the 15th February, 1883; of the People’s Bank of

Halifax, a8 on the 14th February, 1883, and of the Stan- |

dard Bank of Canada, as on the 1st January, 1883.

REPORTS.

The foHowing Reports were laid on the Table :—
Relportof the Minister of Railways and Canals.—(Sir
Oharles ngfpet.)
Report of the Civil Service Examiners.—(Sir Hector

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY REPORT.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER laid on the Table a report
respecting the Canadian Pacific Railway, relating to the
selection of the route, progress of the work, selection and
reservation of the land, payments of money, branches,
rates and tolls for passengers and freights, and all particu.
lars required according to the Railway Act. Hesaid: I
think it will be found that the report I have just laid on
the Table will cover, substantially, all the points referred to
in the memorandum that my hon. friend the leader of the
Opposition was kind enough to give me, touching the
returns. With reference to one part of the requirements of
the Consolidated Railway Aot—the profiles—I may say that
1t would be a very expensive and tedious process to copy
them, and the Chief Engineer of my Department will givo
to any hon. member of the House the fullest information,
which will be more satisfactory than for me to attempt to
give it,

BILLS INTRODUCED,

The following Bills were severally intreduced and read
the first time :—

Bill (No. 32) to amend tho Consolidated Railway Act,
1879.—(Mr. Riopel.)

Bill (No. 33) to provide for the admission to the pro-
fession of Dominion Land Surveyors of Graduates of the
Royal Military College.—(Mr. Casgrain.)

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD vpresented a Mossage from
His Excellency the Governor General.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message as follows : —

Lorxe.
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

Accept my thanks for the loyal Address you have voted in answer to
the Speech with which I opened this Session, I receive, with satisfac~
tion, your assurance that your earnest and careful attention w.ll be
given to the measures which are to be gubmitted for your consideration.

GovernMeENT Housk,
Otrawa, 22nd February, 1883.

SECOND READINGS.

Thefollowing Bills were severally read the second time:—

Bill (No. 19) to incorporate Les Révérends Péres Oblats
de Marie Immaculée des Territoires du Nord-Ouest.—(Mr,
Royal.)

Bill (No. 22) respecting the Crédit Foncier Franco-Cana-
dien.—(Mr. Desjardins.)

Bill (No. 28) to continue an Act to incorporate sundry
persons by the name of the President, Directors, and Com-
pany of the Farmers Bank of Rustico.—(Mr. Davies.)

H. B. RATHBUN & SONS' INCORPORATION BILL.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) moved the second roading
of Bill (No. 26) to incorporate a Company under the name
of H. B. Rathbun & Sons.

Mr. MACKENZIE. We ought to know what the com-
any is engaged in. We cannot tell what-—there is no
1nformation.

Mr. SPEAKER. The Bill was introduced as a mannfac-
turing Bill,

Mr. BLAKE. Itis for the purpose of doing a general
manufactaring business—almost everything.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I think
omnibus Bill. It is for miscellaneous objects.

Bill read the second time.

it is an
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THE CASE OF HUBERT HEBERT:

Mr. CASGRAIN enquired, Whether the Government
have been informed that one Hubert Hébert, their
employé as Agent and Slation-master at Montmagny,
has been lately reported by the Election Judges for corrupt
practices at a late election; and, if so, has the Government
taken any action in the matter, or is it the intention of the
Government to do 8o ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I may say that I have received
from the hon. gentleman and others, a statement that Mr.
Hébert, an employé in the service of the Intercolonial
Railway, has been reported guilty of bribery, and 1 have
referred the communications to the hon. Minister of Justice
for report.

SEMAPHORE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN
GROSSE-ISLE, CRANE ISLAND AND
THE MAINLAND,

Mr. LANDRY (translation) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to establish, this year, commu-
nication by semaphore between Grosse-Isle, Crane Island
and the mainland ? '

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (translation). The Govern-
ment have net yet come to a decision on that point.

UNITED STATES DUTIES ON IEMLOCK BARK.

Mr. BERGERON enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Governmeut to bring forward, during the present
Session, any legislative measure, in view of the fact that the
House of Representatives of the United States has recently
adopted a Bill imposing an import duty of 20 per cent. on
hemlock bark?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Ibeg to say, in answer to
the enquiry, as well as to that which follows it—[ Whother
the Government intend during the present Session to
impose an export duty on hemlock bark ?]—that the subject
is now engaging the attention of the Government.

CONSOLIDATION OF THE STATUTES AFFECTING
CRIMINAL LAW.

Mr. RICHEY ecnquired, Whether tho consolidation of
the Statutes affecting Criminal Law is sufficiently far
advanced to be reported for the consideration of Parliament
during its present Session; and whether it is proposed in
such consolidation to incorporate the main provisions of a
Bill, introduced in a former Seseion, to prevent and punish
wrongs to children ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I beg leave to state that
a report of progress made was laid on the Table of the
Senate by the hon. Minister of Justice at the opening of Par-
liament. The work is not sufficiently advanced to enable us
to recommend the consolidation of the Criminal Law to the
consideration of Parliament this Session. I beg leave to
lay that progress report on the Table.

AIDING AND ABETTING THE ESCAPE OF
JUVENILE OFFENDERS.

Mr. RICHEY enquired, Whether it is proposed, in the
revision and consolidation of the Statules now in progress,
to exiend the provisions ot 32-33 Victoria, Chapter 34,
Section 8, to other Provinces than the Frovince of Quebec,
50 as tomake the aiding and abetting the escape .of juvenile
offenders detained in Reformatory or Industrial Schools
under sanction of law, a punishable offence throughout the
Dominion ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The two provisions
referred to in this question and the last have beev sub-
mitted to the Commissioners, and are receiving attention,

Sir JorN A. MACDONALD,

Whether those provisions will ultimately be embodied in
the Criminal Law is a question which woe cannot positively
pronounce upon yet.

NEW IIARBOR BREAKWATER, GUYSBOROUGH
COUNTY, N.S.

Mr. KIRK enquired, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to proceed, this year, with the building of a
breakwater at New Harbor, Guysborough County, Nova
Scotia, for which $2,000 were provided in the Estimat®s
last Session; and whether it is the intention to provide an
additional sum for this important work in the Estimates
this year ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. T beg to inform the hon.
gentleman that when the time came to use the vote of

$2,000 appropriated by Parliament, cnquiries were
instituted as to the total amount required
to make it a really useful work., It was found

that the amount was so large the Government wore not
prepared at that time to proceed with the work. I may
say that a similar answer applies to the second question to be
asked by the hon. gentleman: [Whether it is the intention
of the Government to commence, this year, the building of
a breakwater at Indian Harbour, Guysborough County, Nova
Scotia, for which $1,000 were provided in the Estimates
last year; and whether an additional sum will be provided
in the Estimates this year for continuing the work ?]

EMPLOYES 1IN CUSTOMS, POST AND INLAND
REVENUE OFFICES AT MONTREAL.

Mr. COURSOL moved for a return showing the names,
ages, and origins of all persons appointed permanently or
employed temporarily in the Customs, Post and Inland
Revenue offices at Montreal, since the 1st May last, and up
to the 20th February, instant, and the salary allowed %o
each o the said employés; also the mnames of the
cmployés in the offices of Customs and Excise, who are
placed on the Civil Service List, as being entitled to a
pension.

Mr. CASGRAIN. Perhaps the hon. gentleman will
kindly inform the House what is the object he has in view
in submitting the motion.

Mr. COURSOL. When the return is brought down I
may have occasion to ray a few words.

Motion agreed to.

CONSUMPTION OF DISTILLED AND FERMENTED
LIQUORS IN CANADA.

Mr. FOSTER moved (1) for a statement showing the
quantities of distilled and -fermented liquors under the
different names as given in the Trade Returns, imported
into and taken for consumption in Canada from 1868 to
1882, both years inciuded, computed in Imperial gallons,
each Province separately, the value of the same and the
duty paid thereon; (2) the quantity of distilled and
fermented liquors under the different names given in the
Inland Revenue Returns, manufactured in Canada and taken
for consumption therein, by Provinces, the value of the
same and the duty paid thercon for the same years; (3)
the amount of materials used in brewing and distilling
alcoholic liquors in the several Provinces of Canada during
the same years. He said: It is not my intention to take
up the time of the House in giving reasons for moving for
this return, furthcr than to say that I think thereis a
goodly number of persons in this House, and a large
number of persons outside of this House, who will be very
much gratified by having, in tabulated form, the information
which I have moved for, inasmuch as that information put
in tabulated form may have a great deal to do with deter-
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the attitude which persons, both in this House and
outside of it, may take with respect to this question.
We have been promised lgglslatlon to be brougt}t
down by this Government with referenqe to alcohth
liquors or the traffic therein, and my object in moving
for this return is to have data which will pe
unguestionable. There can be no doubt but that the dis-
cussion on that question will be thorough, and the state of
the traffic in the different Provinces as woll as for years in
the Dominion, will be under consideration, and an accurate
table, such as that asked for, will be, coming before the
House in an unquestioned way, very valuable in
helping us to make up our minds with respect to the whole
question. With these fow remarks, hoping there will be
no opposition to the motion, and believing the information
asked for will be of great value, I beg learc to move the

motion.
Motion agreed fo.

NORTH WEST LANDS.

Mr. BLAKE moved for communication or representation
to the Government on the subject of the simplification of
the system of transfer of lands of the North-West. He said :
Mr. Speaker, for some years I have had occasion to call
the attention of the Government to the importance of the
question which is raised by this motion. It is of great
importance in the North-West, where the lands are un-
settled and the titles are in first hands, and also in those
portions of that country which are settled to a very large
extent,that there should be some means for the transfer of real
estate, simpler than that which now obtains there. During
the time of the late Government, a Bill was introduced by
the hon. member of the Government, who was specially
charged with the administration of North-West affairs, for
that purpose; but it was not pressed through Parliament
during the Session in question. Since that time, several
years have elapsed, and I need hardly say that each year
has aggravated the difficulties that exist, and rendered the
necessity of intervention in this particular more urgent.
I recently noticed that application had been made from
a quarter where it might have been least expected, for
some change in the laws affecting real estate in this direc-
tion, the representation being founded on the system
which prevails in Austialia. But steps should be taken, not
merely in the interests of borrowers, but of those who bold
these lands; and I trust that the Government will take
sach steps as will effectually reiuce the financial tax which
the present system brings to bear on the transfer of real
estate, and introduce such a measure as will greatly
simplify the steps attending the transfer of real estale in
the North-West Territories.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I am not aware that any
communications have been received from any company on
this subject, but if so, they will be brought down. But
owing to representations which have been made, two gen-
tlemen belonging to the legal profession have taken the
trouble to prepare a Bill founded on the Australian system,
and this Bill is now before the hon. Minister of Justice.
Of course, the features of the Bill apply to the North-West,
outside of the Province of Manitoba, which will legislate—
if it deals with the matter at all—respecting this subject
under its own system of conveyance, and after its own
fashion. I am not at all sure, however, that the system which
has been found to work well in Australia, where they have
a peculiar population, and certain peculiarities due to the
character of the country, and which do not exist here, can
be well adopted here. However, Sir, that is a subject which
18 worthy of consideration, and it is now receiving the con-
sideration of the hon. Minister of Justice and of the Gov-
ernment,

Motion agreed to.

mining

b

BUOYS AND BEACONS.

Mr. DAWSON moved for a return of all correspondence
which has taken place with any Department of the
Government within the past four years, in reference to
buoys and beacons in the north channel of Lake Huron,
with copies of any contracts entered into for placing the
same in the spring and removing them in the fall, and a
statement showing in detail the annual cost of the same
service for a period of four years immediately antecedent.
to these contracts having been entered into, distinguishing
the amount laid out in soundings, from that chargeable to
the mere placing of buoys and beacons. He said:
Mer. Speaker, the other day, 1 felt it to be my duty
to call attention to the unfortunate losses, both of life and
property, which had taken place on the (reat Lakes on
the shores of my constituency. These matters are pressed
on me by my constituents, and I must now csll the atten-
tion of the House to a matter which has led to a great
deal of difficulty, and which may lead to still more in the
future, Some years ago, it was the custom to place the
buoys and beacons in the north channel of Lake Huron in
charge of an officer employed by the Department of
Marine. He was a very careful officer, and he placed them
in position with a great deal of judgment. He had been
for a number of years—some thirty—in the country, and
his experience was of great value. He laid out new
channels; and, in fact, it may be said that this
gentleman sounded all the channels along the north coast
of Lake Huron. There are a great many chan-
nels which are exceedingly intricate, and Captain Wil-
son, the officer in charge, to whom I refer, had always a
hobby for finding the best channel through which a
steamer could pass. He laid out buoys and beacons
every spring, asgisted by voyageurs, and in the fall
removed them. 1Ile placed these buoys and beacons
with a great deal of care, and gave satisfaction to
those navigating these waters. Suddenly it was thought
that this system was too expensive, and a contract
was given out for the placing of these buoys and
beacons. Now, the contractor to whom this work
was given, tarned out to be a man of no experience.
He did not even employ men who knew the channels,

because his contract would not afford it, and they
are known to very few persons. In fact, I know
of no person there who knew them so well as

Captain Wilson, the person to whom their care was so
long entrusted. The fact i3, however, that they were
misplaced by the contractor, and the first year that he had
the contract vessels ran aground or were delayed because
their officers were afraid to venture these channels if it
were at all dark, so that, in addition to the loss of vessels by
stranding, there was great loss of time. This state of
things has continued for some years, and it is not at all
improving—in fact it is just as bad as it was the first day
the contract was let. The matter stands in this way:
supposing tenders were to be advertised for and a contract
let for placing of buoys and lightships in the St. Lawrence
River; supposing some shopkeeper wore to get the
contract, if the law required it to be given by contract,
the result would be that many of those buoys and
lightships would most certainly be out of place.
That sort of thing has occurred in the north channel
of Lake Huron; no oxpeiienced person has been there
to overlook the work; the contractor himself did not know
where to place these guides to navigation, and the conse-
quence has been, as I said before, that they have in certain
sections been misplaced, vessels have been grounded or
have been obliged to move their loads at great expense.
The Quebec for example. Experienced captains do nut mind
this state of things very much in daylight, becaunse they
know the channels, but strangers going there cannot follow
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them as experienced mariners do. This, I have no
doubt, occurred before the present order of things was
established in the Department of Marine and Fisheries, and
I feel certain that when the attention of the hon. Miaister of
Marine is drawn to the matter, he will be ready to bring
about a change in the system, so that all these
matters may be properly attended to. In the past,
the Department of Marine and Fisheries cannot alto-
gether escape the responsibility for those terrible losses
which have taken place in the great lakes—Ilosses by which
no less than 350 of the inhabitants of Algoma have either
bcen roasted todeath in burning vessels, or found watery
graves, and by which, as I explained the other day, a
whole fleet of vessels has been lost. I know the attention
of the Department has been directed to ocean navigation—
to the Maritime Provinces, where larger interests are at
stake; but it must be borne in mind that the shipping
interest is increasing very largely on these lakes., New
steamers are constantly being put on, and at Thunder Bay,
last summer, no less than two hundred thousand tons of
shipping called, either going or coming. This interest
is  becoming too important to be neglected,
and I call the attention of the hon. Minister to
it, and to one fact in particular: that no matter what the
requirements of the law may be, no matter if it is required
that contraets should be given out for this service, the spirit
of the law certainly requires that the work should be done,
while, as a matter of fact, the work has not been done. The
buoys have not been put in the proper places, and in view
of the lIoss which has occurred on these lakes, and of the
great dissatisfaction existing—and I am sure that the cor-
respondence will show that it does exist—there has been no
economy in the present system. The public have been
involved in a far greater loss by the misplacement of these
buoys and beacons than all the expense required to put
them in their proper places would have amounted to.

Motion agreed to.

IMMIGRATION TO CANADA IN 1882.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) moved for a statement show-
ing the number of immigrants that have arrived in the
Dominion during the calendar year ending December 31st,
1882, to settle in Canada, and their nationality; also, show-
ing the number that have settled in each Province respec-
tively, and also in the Territorics of the Dominion as far as
can be ascertained.

Mr. POPE. 1 beg to say to the hon. gentleman that all
the information for which he asks will be found ir the
report of my Department.

Motion withdrawn.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Motions for the following Returns were severally agreed
to:—

Return giving a full statement of all coal entered ex-
warchouse free or for exportation, during the years ending
June 30th, 1881 and 1882, showing the quantity so entered
at each port, the names of persons having entered, the
quantities ex-warehoused be each person, and if exported
the name of the vessel or railread by which exported, the
place to which exported, and copies of the cancelling certi-
ficates showing that such coal had been landed in the ports
to which exported.—(Mr. Burpee, St. John.)

Copies of all correspondence between any hon. member

of the Government and any licensed victuallers, or any one |

on behalf of any organization of licensed victuallers; and

of all petitions, memoria:s or resolutions presented by any !

‘such person on the subject of legislation affecting the sale
of liquors.—(Mr. Blake.)
Mr, Dawson.

Return of all memorials, petitions and correspondente of
any kind, asking for a driwback on sugar refined in
Canada when exported to any foreign country, the parties
applying, their statoment of drawback proposed, and any
answers of the Government thereto, also copy of any
regulations made for such drawback.—(Mr. Burpee, 8t.
John.

Oop)ies of all memorials, petitions and correspondence
relating to the abolition of duty on grain, flour and coal
during the calendar year 1882, and sabsequently.-—(Mr.
Burpee, St John.)

Copies of all correspondence with the Government or
any hon. member thereof, during the calendar year 1882,
referring to the construction of a railway bridge over the
River St. John at St. John.—(Mr. Barpee, St. John.)

PACIFIC RAILWAY RETURN.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House,

Mr. BLAKE. I have just looked cursorily at the return
brought down relating to the Canadian Pacific Railway,
and I observe that that pertion of it required by the
Consolidated Railway Act contains a great many more
blanks than items, Our Resolution required that we should
have, within fifteen days of the opening of the Session, a
return giving this information up to the end of the fiscal
year previous, and also, to as late a day as practicable there-
after, because it was felt to be very important that in the
case of the Pacific Railway we should have this information.
There is no information given after the 30th of June, and
even up to that date the hon. gentleman will find that the
return is almost entirely blank paper. It seems to me
that some effort should be made to procure this information
which the Company is required, under Statute, to give us.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. As I understand, the return
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company is required by law
to make, is up to a certain date, the 30th.of June. The Com-
pany has been called upon to make that return, and, as far
as my recollection goes, the return brought down embraces
everything except contracts.

Mr. BLAKE. No; that is what I complain of. The form
is the form required by the hon. Minister—it consists of
sheets with printed headings, but the information required
by the Statute is wanting.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. There has always been the
greatest possible difficulty in obtaining from the railway
companies these statistical returns as required by law. My

- hon. predecessor had occasion to refer once or twice to the

great difficulty there was in procuring this information.
However, I will turn my attention to the matter and
endeavor 1o obtain all the information I possibly can.

Mr. MACKENZIE. Has the hon. gentleman got the usual
statistical account of railways prepared for this Session ?
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Yes.

Motion agreed to; and (at 4:25 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS,
TuespAy, 27th February, 1883.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRAYERS.
RETURN.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER presented a return from the
Department of the Interior, of the correspondence in rela-
tion to the allotment of lands for the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, and also of the reservation of lands for that purpose,
together with a map showing the lands allotted and the

lands reserved.

MONEY REQUIRED FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved the second reading of
Bill (No. 21) to authorize the raising by way of loan of
certain sums of money required for the public service.

Mr. BLAKE. On the motion of an hon. friend, an order
was granted for the production of correspondence with
agents on the subject of commission. There is no objection
to the second reading of the Bill, but I would prefer that it
be not taken another stage until the return is brought
down,

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. 1 have no recollection of such
a return being ordered this Session. The whole correspon-
dence was before the House last Session.

Mr. BLAKE. Is there no subsequent correspondence?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. No subsequent correspon-
dence, except respecting the arrangement made at that
time.

Bill read the sccond time, considered in Committee, and
reported.

TELEGRAPH COMMUNICATION WITH BERMUDA.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, I wish to state to ihe hon.
member for Halifax, by way of explanation, that the other
day, when I answered the question put by him with respect
to correspondence between the Imperial and this Govern-
ment, a8 to the establishment of a telegraph line with
Bermuda, I was mistaken—I had forgotten that there
existed some correspondence on this subjest; and, there-
fore, I have thought it best to correct the matter by laying
this correspondence on the Table.

PACIFIC RAILWAY RATES.

Mr. BLAKE. I mentioned some points, yesterday, which
I suppose require investigation as to returns required under
the Consolidated Act. I notice that one return on the sub-
ject of rates and tolls is antedated, and has reference to some
other parts of relurns that relate to action taken on the 9th
of April, 1881. It gives certain special rates and through
rates, and local rates, but the through rates concern only
a very small portion of the line, as it now exists, and which
has been open for traffic, as the newspapers inform us, for
some months. Reference is made to an application on the
subject of a further tariff, but I would suppose that no
arrangement had been reached for a tariff of through rates
for those portions of the railway which have been opened
since the 9th of April, 1881—this seems to affect the return
vitally ; but I assume, that no tariff has been fixed at all for
through rates beyond the small extent of it, which could
be arranged under the Act of 1881. Besides the absence
of any correspondence on the subject of tho tariff, I notice
that ihle report of the engineer states that a farther tariff

is under consideration ; if so, it must have been sent in by
the Company in draft and submitted to the Government;
and if this is the case, correspondence must exist respecting
it, and the Company’s proposal with reforence to this tariff
ought to be laid on the TaEle in pursuance of the Resolution
passed by this House, though a decision on it by tho
Government had not been reached.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. That is the fact; a decision
by the Government on this subject has not been reached—
the Railway Company has made application for a tariff;
but it is not finally determined. When a tariff, however, is
adopted, all the necessary information will be laid before
the House.

Mr. BLAKE, The bon. gentleman will sce, that if that
is the state of things there is mo authority for a through
rate on the part of the Railway Company in the North-
West; aod if the hon, gentleman proposes so far to vary
from the Resolution, as to submit the correspondence which
bas passed on the subject of the proposed tariff, because a
decision by the Government has not yet been reached, 1
think it reasonable to enquire whether he intends that this
decision shall be reached in such time that the necessary
papers can be submitted to the House during the present
Session ; else, obviously, if the decision be reserved until
it will be too late for consideration during the present
Session that will be highly objectionable to the House.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I will answer the hon, gentle-
man, when I make & more specific statement on the subject
than I can at this moment.

SHIPPING TELEGRAPH LINE.

Mr. MITCGHELL enquired, Whether it is the intention
ot the Government to construct a telegraph line, in the
interest of shippiog, from Chatham to Hscuminac Light-
house ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN: Mr. Speaker, I have the
honor to state, in answer to my hon. friend, that this
matter is now receiving the best consideration of the
Government,

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Mr. MITCHELL enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Government to establish communication by schooner
or steam between the Intercolonial Railway at Newecastie
and Chatham, and the villages of Burnt Church, Neguac,
Tabusintac, Black Brook, Baie de Vent and the Islands at
the mouth of the Miramichi, for the purpose of promoting
the extension of the fresh fish exportation, and thus increas-
ing the traffic on the Intercolonial Railway ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I may say, Mr. Speaker, in
answer to the hon. member, that an application has been
received By the Government on this subject, and referred
to the Superintendent of the Intercolonial Railway for his
report. When we bave received that report, we will be
able to state to the hon. gentleman what the Government
proposes to do respecting this matter.

THE WASHINGTON TREATY.

Mr. MITCHELL enquired, Whether any correspondence
has passed, of which the Government have any intimation,
between the Government of the United States and the
British Minister at Washington, or between the Govern-
ment of the United States and the British Government,
in relation to a notice of termination of the Fishery
clauses of the Washington Treaty, or having any bearing
thereon ?

Mr. McLELAN. Mr. Speaker, I beg to say, in answer
to the hon. gentleman, that the British Minister at Wash-
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ington has from time to time forwarded to this Govern-
ment copies of all the resolations and of all tho proceedingsin
Congress, respecting the Fishery Treaty.

INLAND WATERS' FISHERIES.

Mr, MITCHELL enquired, Whether the Government
have taken any steps, by correspondence or otherwise, for the
purpose of arranging for or regulating the fisheries on the
inland waters of the Dominion, in view of the recent
decicion of the Supreme Court, which has altered the
relation to and the powers exercised by the Dominion
Government over those fisheries; and if so, whether any
arrangements and what have been come to on the subject ?

Mr., McLELAN. I may, say for the information of
the hon. gentleman, that no correspondence has passed
- hetween us and the Liocal Governments on this matter. At
least there has been no official correspondence on the sub-
ject with me, as the head of the Department of Marine and
Fisheries; but several interviews have taken place with the
members of the Governments of Quebec and New Bruns-
wick ; but there has been no official correspondence, and no
arrangements have been made betweer the two Govern-
ments—between the Genera! and those Local Governments,
—. aspecting this matter.

HYDROGRAPHICAL SURVEY OF CANADIAN
WATERS.

Mr. FORTIN moved for copies of all correspondence
between any members of this House or other persons and
the Government, in relation to the hydrographical survey
of the Great Lakes, the River and Gulf of St. Liawrence and
the other maritime coasts of Canada. Hesaid: Before the
motion is put to a vote,I would like to address some remarks
to the House. The idea of having a hydrographical survey
of the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence, and ihe other
maritime consts of Canada, is not mew to me. I spent
many years on the Gulf of St. Lawrence, but it was not
long until I discovered tl."t, in one respect at least, we
were behind our neighbois. Whilst iu the United States
there is the coast survey under the department of the navy—
which survey has been engaged for many years in per-
fecting the hydrography of the sea coasts of that country,
in sounding their barbors and rivers, and describing the
changes which take place in them from year to year—
whilst the lakes are surveyed by the topographical survey
which is attached to the American army, and whilst they
issue those excellent charts that are not surpassed in the
world, we, or the other hand, have had very little of such
survioying done. The surveys of the Gulf and River St
Lawrence were made by hydrographical officers of the
British navy many years ago. The work was an excellent
one, and I wish especially to mention here, in the most
honorable terms, the name of Captain Bayfield, -who, for
many years, surveyed the coasts of the Gulf of St
Lawrence. Bat it must be remembered that this work was
done thirty years ago, and since that time we have only
had hydrographers engaged at the work during a couple
of seasons. I remember that one of the large vessels belong-
ing to the fléet of the Allan’s, when they were in the habit
of passing between the Island of Anticosti and the north
shore, passed close to the said north shore, and became
stranded on a large ledge opposite’ the mouth of the River
Coacoachoo, which is not marked on the chart. The
weather happened to be fine, else the vessel would have
been lost ; but as it was, she was extricated. About that
time, when I was cruising on board of La Canadienne—the
vessel employed for the ptection of the fisheries—we were
stranded on a rock opposite Wash-shee-cotoi River, over
which there was only nine feet of water, and it was not
indicated on the chart. I find no fault with hydrographers

Mr, McLELAN,

like Bayfield, who toiled for so many years in performing
that service, but it is well known that the hydrography
of a coast is never complete. A rocky coast may mnot
change, but along sand and mud banks and at the
mouths of rivers constant changes are taking place;
and this must especially be the case at the mouth of that
mighty river the St. Lawrence which drains so immense an
area of country. The circumstances are not the same now
as they were fifty years ago. At that time Upper Canada,
drained by the great lakes and their connecting rivers, was
only partially settled, while in Lower Canada the back
country was hardly settled at all; but to-day the most of the
valley of the St. Lawrence, and the country along the
great lakes and rivers, is settled, and as a consequence it is
drained almost to perfection ; and in the spring time, when
the snow thaws, and in the fall, during a continnation of
heavy rains, there is an immense body of water running down
into the St. Lawrence, and this water rushes down atan im-
mensespeed—a fact which is noticed not only by the fishermen
but by the mariners as weil. Thechangesin the currents which
are made by this drainage, are of course not indicated by the
charts. I find that on many points along the St. Lawrence,
gsuch as the Traverse, the harbor of Quebec, as well as
in Lake 3. Peter and other places, great changes have
taken place during the last thirty years. Yet we have to
use the chaits that were made by Captain Bayfield, which
have not been altered for the last twenty or thirty years,
and upon which, therefore, these changes are not indicated.
1 am glad that the hon. member for Algoma (Mr Dawson),
has brought beforé the House the uecessity of mak-
ing a resounding of the lakes—a necessity which
has been made apparent by the terrible accidents of the
last few years, by which so many lives have been sacrificed.
As I said before, the necessity of such a survey of the lower
waters of Canada was known to me long ago, but I was
afraid to bring the matter before the House or the public,
becausze I feared the penple would not be convinced by my
simple words, so I waited for an opportune time, and that
time has come. I attach great importance to this matter,
because, as I have pointed out before, I regard the St. Law-
rence 28 a great element in the future of Canada; and if
the 7Touse is mnot tired I will read a fow words of what I
raid on the subject some ycars ago:

“This country, that is Canada proper, without the North-West and
the Lowsr Provinces, had been described 43 a narrow strip of land tra-
versed by a large body of water. We might reverse that proposition,
aid say that Canada consists of an immense and magnificent water~
course, with a sirip of land on either side. This magnificent sheet of
water, composed of the lakes. of the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence.
i3 the pride and hope of Canada. By it the early pioneers of Canada
were ensbled to penetrate in the very heart of the country and discover
the great North-West Territories, and through it civilization spread
from the East to the West, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and up the
valley of the Ottawa. The motto of this city and seaport is ¢ Nalura
fortss, industria crescit’ We should be able to say of the mpgmﬁcent
St. Lawrence water-conrse: ‘ Nafura potens, industria crescit.’ What
has been the hope of this country from the beginning? It is that by
mesns of this water-eourse we may become the carriers of the trade of
the Far Weat, That has been the hope of Canada, and if we acquire
that, we acquire wealth and power.”

These are words which I uttered in Quebec some years
ago in a lecture I delivered on the signal system. Now,
we must do something for the St. Lawrence because the
shipping trade of the river is not increasing so fast as many
people believe. I have taken the trouble to enquire as to
the amount of tonnage that came to the ports of Montreal
and Quebec in 1872, 1877 and 1882,and I find that, in 1872,
it was 1,094,883, in 1877, 1,133,898, and, in 1882, 1,030,736.
Thus we find that instead of the tonnage increasing it has
actually receded from 1872 to 1882 about 60,000 tons.
These figures show the urgency of this matter, and shoald
stimulate us to try to decrease the dangers of navigation of
the St. Lawrence. In order to do that you must show the
mariner not only the right way to go, but where the dan-
gerous currents aro; and. that is the reason I recommend
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Government should not only endeavor to obtain
}i‘h::x ?in: Imperial Government a hydrographical officer to
survey the lakes, but one or more, if necessary, to perfect
the survey of the Gulf and River St. Lawrence and its
coasts, so that there may be some assurance that the.dn'ee-
tions laid down in the pilot books may be authentic, not
with reference to thirty years ago but with reference to to-
day. Now,I know, from the experience of old fishermen
and old coasters, that the currents are not the same as they
were some years ago; they are stronger in the spring and
weaker in the summer, because in the summer we have a
~drouth and in the spring a great flow of water, neither of
which we had to an equal extent in former yecars, and both
of these have an effect upon the currents in the gulf and the
river as well as upon the tides. I do not think the Govern-
ment will be opposed to this application made by the people
of the Lakes and of the River St. Lawrence, because this
is a matter of necessity. Some people may say that we
have our surveyors and civil engineers in this country,
whom we send to make plans of any changes on our coasts.
That is true; but these plans are useless for the hydrography
of this country, and if they were sent to England they
would not be accepted by hydrographers, because hydro-
graphical surveying is done on an entirely different
principle from common surveying. In order to show the
extent of the dangers on the St. Lawrence in the fall,
owing principally to the cuarrents, I will cite the
rates of insurance charged on ships and cargoes
from Quebec to ports in Great Britain: June, July and
Anugust, 1} to 1} per cent.; August 31st to September 15th,
13 to 2] per cent. ; September 15th to September 30th, 23
to 3} per cent.; October 1st to October 15th, 3% to 4% per
cent,; October 15th to October 31lst, 4% to 5% per cent.;
November 1st to November 19th, 53 to 6% per cent.; after
November 1Uth the rates change daily, according to the
appearance of the weather. I could bring many competent
witnesses to show that the dangers of navigation in the
lower parts of the St. Lawrence and of the maritime
coasts would be greatly lessened if the waters were sur-
veyed again by hydrographical surveyors, and the currents
laid down on the charts as they really exist. I do not wish
to detain the House; I think the importance of this matter
will be aj preciated by the Government, and I hope and
believe they will induce the British Government to take
action in the malter, because most of the vessels
coming here are British vessels, manned by English
sailors. We have young men studying in the Military
College at Kingston, and it is said that many of them,
when they get out, go to the United States or elsewhere,
Some of these young men might be employed in this
country. 'We might have our own hydrographical depart-
ment, and when England will be convinced that our own
people will be able to make the hydrography of this
country, she will allow us our own hydrographical depart-
ment, and she will accept our work as she did in the case
of the Board of Examiners for sailing masters and mates.
I hope the Government will do their best to bring about
this very desirable object.

Mr. DAWSON. Iamveryglad indeed to see that the hon..

member far Gaspé, in bringing this very important matter
before the House, has not forgotten the great lakes. It is
certainly very necessary that a hydrographical survey
should now be made of these lakes, and, as the hon. gentle-
man has suggested, it should be made in connection with
the Admiralty in England. It is now a long time since the
first survey was made of these inland waters by Captain,
afterwards Admiral, Bayfield, and he certainly did wonders
at tho time, considering the means at his disposal, and that
the country around was then an unknown region. It is not to
be wondered at that a good many shoals have since been dis-
covered that were not known in his day. He had chiefly to
rely for information on the Indians who coast along near the

shores, very seldom venturing far out with their little
canoes into these great inland seas. Latterly, and for some
years past, there have been discoveries of thoals in the
Georgian Bay and also in Lake Superior. It is very desir-
able these shoals should be laid down on the charts. The
American Government, within the past few years, have
made a most careful hydrographical survey of the United
States side of there lakes. Every shoal is marked as woll
as the sounding. The shipping on the great lakes is in-
creasing. As Isaid ‘the other day, no less than %u0,000
tons of shipping were entered at the port of Prince
Arthur’s Landing in Thunder Bay during the past summer.

New steamers are being built constantly, I may
mention that the Messrs. Beatty, of Sarnia, who
have taken a great interest in the great lakes,

and laid out their capital in building ships, have now
the largest and finest steamer ever used in these
lakes, nearly completed at Sarnia. In view of the immense
amount of money being invested in shipping, and the great
interests at stake, I certainly join with my hon. friend from
Gaspé in recommending to the Government that a survey
should be made.

Mr. McLELAN. The papers in connection with this mat-
ter will be brought down as speedily as possible. I will say to
the hon. gentleman who called for them that I am not
aware, since I took the Department of Marine and Fisheries,
that any communications have been forwarded to that
Department respecting the navigation of the St. Lawrenoe,
except those forwarded by the hon, gentleman himself a
few days ago. When the information was given to the
Department that in the lakes there were certain shoals, not
laid down in Bayfie'd’s chart, I at once took the necessary
steps to have a hydrographic officer to take charge of a
survey on the inland waters, for the purpose of having
anything he might discover laid down on the charts already
existing, so that they might be rendered as valuable as
possible. Both the hon. gentlemen who have spoken have
not over-stated the importance to the country of having the
charts by which the gulf and lakes are navigated made as
perfect as possible ; and I think the hon. gentleman who
moved for the papers, and who has made many valuable
suggestions respecting the navigation of the St, If;wrence—
in fact all the hon. gentleman’s suggestions have been of
great value to the country—will admit the Government has
always shown its willingness to put in practice the sug-
gestions he has made. Many lights have been added, fog
alarms and whistles have been placed at different points, and
telegraphic communication furnished, nearly throughout
the length of the gulf. If anything be wanting to make
the navigation of the St. Lawrence more safe than it is,
the Government will not be slow to do all that is nocessary.
We have had an answer to our enquiry, and have been
informed that an officer of the Hydrographic Society has
been osdered to place himself in communication with us to
perfect plans for a survey of the irland lakes.

Motion agreed to.
Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved the adjournment of the
House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 4:15 o'clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.
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WEDNESDAY, 28th February, 1883.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRrAYERS.

QUEEN'S COUNTY (P.E.L) ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 have the honor to inform the House,
thatI have received from the Registrar of the Supreme Court
" of Canada, a certified copy of the Judgment of the said Court,
in the Election Appeal relating to the Electoral District of
Queen’s County District, in the Province of Prince Edward
Island, in which John Theophilus Jenkins was appellant,
and Fredorick de St. Croix Brecken was respondent, to-
gother with a copy of the evidence brought before that
Court, said judgment declaring the respondent duly elected.

PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. FORBES enquired, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to expend the money voted in the Estimates of 1882,
for the building of a breakwater on the west side of
Liverpool Bay, Queen’s County, Nova Scotia, during the
coming summer; and if so, will it be done by tender,
contract, or by commission ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I beg to in-
form the hon. gentleman, that, after looking into the matter,
] am informed, by my Chief Engineer, that this wiil be a
very costly work, and that it will consequently require
more examination before we can proceed with the work.

SUMMERSIDE RAILWAY STATION.

Mr. YEO enquired, Whether the hon. Minister of Railways
has had his attention called to the dangerous situation of
the railway station in Summerside, Prince Edward Island;
and whether it is his intention, this summer, to have the
necessary alteration made to relieve the travelling public
from the dangers they are daily subject to arising from the
sitnation of this station house ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Mr. Speaker, I may say, in
answer to the hon. gentleman, that my attention lLas been
called to the subject, and I have learned that the matter
has been carefully examined into. The land which was at
one time expropriated by the Local Government for the
building of an over-head bridge, was, however, surrendered
by that Government and is now sold to private parties to be
built upon, Had this not been done, we should have pro-
posed the erection of an over-head bridge, as was originally
intended.

APPOINTMENT OF HONORABLE HECTOR FABRE.

Mr. CASGRAIN (Trapslation). In moving for copies of the
correspondence relating to the appointment of Hon. Hector
Fabre to the position he now occupies in France, with
copies of all communications and instructions issued to him
by order of the Government, also statement showing the
duties required of him and the salary and commission paid
or to be paid for such services, as well as a statement of all
other expenses, and a statement of salary received from the
Province of Quebec and contingencies; also copies of all
reports made by the hon. Hector Fabre, with any official
papers showing the result of the mission, said: Mr.
Speaker, my object in making this motion is to make known
what the duties of the hon. Mr, Fabre in Paris are. This
proposition I also make in consequence of the intimation
given to this House by the hon. the Finance Minister, last
year, that he intended to utilize Mr, Fabre’s services while

Sir LreoNarp TILLEY.

in Paris. It would be very important for us to know what
these services have been, and whether they are really
worth the money paid out of the public cxchequer to
remunerate him. On the other hand, the public are inter-
ested in knowing whether or not Mr. Fabre has rendered
guch gervices as he had promised, and if any report has
heen received from him; finally, what is the nature and
character of his occupation? We are so far completely in
the dark on the subject. It dces not appear from any of
the public records, that Mr. Fabre has sent in any report
regarding the aid given by him to emigration, or concern-
ing any literary or political service that he may have ren-
dered Canzda. When the papers acked for are laid before
the House, some light will probably be thrown on the
subject, but so far we are in utter darkness. Hence I make
this motion, and I hope the papers asked for will be laid
before the House at an early day. Some evil dieposed per-
gsons gay that the occupation of Mr, Fabre in Paris does not
amount {0 much, and they add, by means of mockery, that
he was sent there to observe the transit of Venus. He
may have business more important than that to transact; in
any case, tho House would be happy to know what are his
duties and the amount of his salary as the representative of
this country at the Paris Observatory.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation), The hon. mem-
ber has included in his motion “a statement of the salary
received from the Province of Quebec and contingencies.”
The hon. gentleman ought to know that we cannot supply
this information, and he should not ask for it. It is impos-
sible for us to supply this information. Then, as a matter
of form, the hon. member should, by his motion, ask the
Government and not the House for these papers, as it is a
question of money.

Mr. CASGRAIN (Translation). I believe the intimation
given this House by the hon. the Finance Minister, last year,
was that the Dominion Government intended to avail them-
sclves of the services of Mr. Fabre while in Paris, conjointly
with the Quebec Government, and that he had been sent on a
special mission by the Federal Government. As a matter
of course the two Governments must have come to certain
conclusions regarding the remunerstion to be allowed Mr.
Fabre, and if documents exist relating to this salary we
should have them. Surely Mr. Fabre does not receive a
double salary; in any case, if he is paid a double salary, it
is still farther reason for us to know what is paid by the
Ottawa Government and what by the Government of the
Province of Quebec ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). The hon. mem-
ber would do well to leave cut that part of his motion, and,
if the Government do, not furnish all the information he
requests, he may move for additional papers; butI thinkhe
will find all he wants in the papers which will be laid before
the House.

Mr. CASGRAIN (Translation). Then I withdraw that
part of my motion.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

| EXPENDITURE ON TELEGRAMS IN PUBLIC
WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Mr. BLAKE moved for a statement ot the expenditure
for each month elapsed for the current fiscal year, on
telegrams charged to various works in the Department of
Public Works, showing the amount charged to each work,
respectively, and for a like statement from November, 1881,
to June, 1882, inclusive. He said: I notice by a letter
from the Secretary of the Public Works Department, which
appears in the report of the Auditor-General, that a change
was made in the course of the last fiscal year in the mode
of charging the particular contingencies to whiclr the.
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motion refers. An explanation having been asked of the
discrepancy between the amount expended for contingen-
cies and the amount voted therefor, the letter states that
had the cost of telegrams for certain months, instead of
being defrayed from contingencies, been charged, as is now
done, to the various works, the expenditure would have
been some $1,600 less than the amount shown, and that
consequently the vote would not bave been over expended.
For the purpose of comparison, it is necessary that we
should have the contingencies stated in the same way from
year to year, and it is with that view, and also for the pur-

se of enabling us to understand how much of this amount
has been charged in works of a description over which the
House has no effective scrutiny, that I make the motion,
because the small details of these works do not come before

us except on special application.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I think the hon. gentleman
is in error with regard to these telegrams. So faras I am
aware the telegrams in connection with the different works
have always been charged to those works; but at a period
last year—1I do not remember at what period—the Auditor-
General, wishing to have all the accounts for telegrams put
under one head, endeavored to have the separate accounts
for the different works brought together, in order
that they might be added to the accounts
for the other Departments. I objected to that proposition,
on the ground that such a method was not foreseen when
the money was voled for the contingencies of the Depart-
ment, and that the amount voted would therefore be
insuficient. Iwould bave had no objection to its being done
in some way ; but it was a question of money, and therefore
I said, no, it must be charged as before. Ot courze, I have
no objection to the motion.

Motion agreed to.

TIHE QU'APPELLE VALLEY FARMING COMPANY.

Mr. WATSON moved for copies of the Order in Council
setting apart lands to be granted to the Qu’Appelle Valley
Farming Company, and containing the conditions of such
grant; also, copies of all correspondence with said company
in reference to the fulfilment of the terms of said Order, and
to the removal of settlers found on said lands; also, state-
ment of all payments made by said company and work
done by them in pursuance of the terms of said Order; also,
copies of all orders issued from the Dominion Lands Depart-
ment at Ottawa or from the Dominion Iand Office at
Winnipeg or elsewhers, in regard to the removal of such
settlers; also, copies of all correspondence, petitions or
statements forwarded by them, and all reports made by any
officer of the said Government, in connection with the com-
pany or its lands, statement of the date of such grant and
when occupied by said company. He said: I may state
my reasons for asking for this correspondence. In view
of the great amount of attention paid to advertising our
North-West, it is nol only a great benefit to the country
to induce settlers to go there, but after we get them there
we must protect them. A great deal of inconvenience
has arisen from the granting of large tracts of land to
large farming and colonization companies. Hon. gentle-
men opposite have stated that all even-numbered sec-
tions, even in colonization companies’ tracts, are open for
settlement, and that settlers are not obliged to apply to
the colonization companies. If that is the case, it is not
the prevailing opinion in the North-West, and I make this
motion, not out of mere curiosity, but with the view of
getting at the bottom of some of the grievances of North-
West settlers. We have a great many grievances ; but we
feel that the just claims of the settlers on those large coloni-
zation tracts ought to be respected in advance of the claims
of the companies. We believe that most of these squat-

ters who are now unprotected by the Government, went on
the lands previous to their being set apart by the Govern.
ment for colonization companies or large farms. 1 think
it would be in the best interest of the country to have these
papers brought down.

Mr. CASEY. 1 should not say anything in regard to this
motion were it not that I have some personal knowledge of
the claims of the settlers in question, from having visited
the tract of the Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Company last
summer, and I feel it due to those settlers to assist my hon.
friend who has made the motion, in laying their case before
the House and the Government. In the first place, it is
claimed by these sottlers, and I think justly, that it was
very bad policy on the part of the Government to sot apart
a large block of land on the line of railway for a farming
company. This is all the more objectionable because &t
that particular point there is an important station on the
railway—a station where a large and prosperous farming
community ought to spring up, and where it is prevented
from springing up by the fact of these lands having bcen
granted en bloc to this farming company—mnot merely tho
odd sections, but the even sections as well, making a golid
block from which all individual settlers are excluded. The
managers of this company claim that they have a special
reason for obtaining such a grant, namely: that they have
ostablished a model farm for the purpose of showing the
people of the North-West how they ought to farm. If that
were the object of the grant this model fuirm would have
been quite as useful if it bad been established at some
little distance from the railway, where it would not have
interfered to such an extent with individual settlement.
But their claim of setting up a model farm is absurd. They
are simply & company of speculators, who intend to hold
the land as long as convenient, and after they have broken
a portion, to sell it at a very greatly advanced price. As
for its being a model farm in any sense, that is absurd—they
are simply doing the ordinary sort of breaking and cultiva-
tion that any settler does; and while I was there, they were
doing it in & much more careless and haphazard way than
is usually the case, for they were breaking the land at a
time of the year when it was really of no use to do it. With
regard to the claims of the settlers, I can only give their
own case, which, they being honest and industrious men, is
correct 8o far as I know. They claim that they wont there
early in April or May—at all events before any notice was
given by anybody that theselands were reserved for the
Qu'Appelle Farming Company. They found that the town-
ships in which they settled were not yet sub-divided, and as
they did not intend to be speculators,but bond fide settlors,they
employed a surveyor to find out which were the even-num-
bered sections; having found the even-numbered sections,
they rettled upon them, and waited for the advent of the
Government agent, when they could enter for their home-
steads in theregular form, Some time after theirsettlement
on these lands, notices were put up by the agents of the
Qu’Appelle Farming Company, stating that the lands were
reserved for them by the Government. The settlers claimed
that at the timo these notices were put up, the compsany
had no right to the lands, not having fulfilled the conditions
upon which the Government were to grant them, and
therefore had no right to put them wup. These were
not authoritative notices from the Land Office but mere
statements of the company. The settlers refused to
move. Others came in and the company shortly after-
wards took possession and aitempted to cultivate the
land of some of these settlers. This was resisted in a
peaceable way, I believe, and the attempt was given
up. In the meantime, I am led to understand petitions
have been sent in to the Government—perhaps only to
the agency at Winnipeg—setting forth their claims. It
would be interesting to see what these claims are, and how
they agree with the facts of the case as established by the
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official documents. The Government should give special
attention to the claims of these so-called squatters, recog-
nizing them when they do not absolutely interfere with
definite agreements and contracts between the Government
and other parties. These men are generally called squatters
as if the name were one of reproach, but the squatter is the
bond fide settler in our North-West. The Government have
not seen fit to keep up with the march of railway con-
struction in the sub-division of townships. Even where
they have the townships sub-divided they have not seen fit
to send agents out, and there is no means left to one who
wants to become a bond fide settler except to squat on the
land. As a matter of policy, the rights of these men who
have gone in there with the intention of becoming actual
farmers and improvers of the soil, should be respected even
at the expense of speculators, whenever the interests of the
two should happen to clash. Of course, if a definite con-
tract has been made with a certain company and full
notice given by the Government that these lands are not
open, the Goveroment has no option ; -but where the
settler has not had full notice, his claim, as a matter
of public right and justice, should be respected in pre-
ference to those of any company. In regard to these
people, they were not of the class who squat on sec-
tions around where it is expected a railway station will
be built, with the view of making a speculation by selling
their rights afterwards, They settled the whole township
for six or eight miles back from the railway on nearly all
even sections, though some, of course, happened to be near
the railway. The bulk went in as bond fide settlers, not for
speculation at all. I hope these returns will be brought
down in time for us to sec the real facts, and that the
Government have shown more consideration for the rights
of the settlers than the latter believe has been the case.

Motion agreed to.

DURHAM AND WALKERTON MAIL SERVICE.

Mr. LANDERKIN, in moving for all papers and corres-
pondence relating to the change of mail service between
Duarham and Walkerton ; also a statement showing the cost
of the old and the new service,-and the comparative
efficiency of each, said: I may say that until last Session
a stage ran between Durham and Walkerton. It served
several offices between those points—Allan Park, Hanover,
and Maple Hill. A cbange was then made, owing to the
completion of railways there. A railway was projected
from Stratford to Wiarton, another from Palmerston to
Durham, which interfered with the old system. The office
at Hanover was served by the railway, and also the office
at Durbam, and the intervening offices were served from
those points. Allan Park was served from Hanover, and
Maple Hill from Walkerton. The present servico is very
inefficient, and tho cost is almost equivalent te that of the
daily stage which formerly ran between those points. 1If a
letter is mailed at Durham for Walkerton to-day, it will
not reach its destination, a distance cf soventeen miles,
until to-morrow afternoon. If a letter be mailed from
Hanover to Walkerton, six miles, it will not reach there
before the following afternoon. When it is understood that
Durham is the register office for the County of Grey, and
Walkerton for the County of Bruce, and that in each
much banking and business is done, you will see the
importance of making a change and coming back to
the old system of having a stage run from Durham in
the morning to Walkerton, and retarnirg in the evening,
serving the way offices as it formerly did. This would be a
great convenience to the people of that part of the country.
I hope the Government will take the matter into considera-
tion, as the amount asked for is not great by the contractor
who has been in the service of the Government for many
years, and who always discharged the duties of his position

Mr, Casky. -

with great efficiency. The change to the old system
would give great satisfaction and save the community
a vast amount of expense, because, under the present
system, those who have a considerable amount of bnsiness
to do are obliged to have a private courier to carry
their mails to points where their business leads them.
I hope the Government will look into this matter, and see
that the system which gave such satisfaction to the people
be restored. The cost of the old service I do net think
amounted to as much as that of the present service. The
present service to those way offices is in one instance on
horsebsck, and in another in single conveyance, I under-
stand petitions have been sent in praying for a return to
the old service, and I hope the Government will consider
those petitions, and see that the public interest is no longer
neglected by the present inefficient service.

Motion agreed to.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Motions for the following Returns were severally agreed
to:—

Return showing: 1st. The number of licensed tobacco
manufactories ou the first day of February, 1883, in which
Canadian leaf is exclusively used; 2nd. The quantity of
Canadian leaf used in tobacco manufactories since the pass-
ing of the Inland Revenue Act of 1880, to 1st Febraary,
1883; 3rd. The quantity of cigars and cavendish produced,
respectively, since the lst May, 1880, to 1st February, 1883,
in manufactories in which Canadian leaf is exclusively
used.—(Mr. Gigault.)

Statement for the fiscal years 1880-81 and 1881-82, and
for the current year to date, as to persons employed in any
of the Departments whose remuneration is charged to
Public Works in connection with which they are employed,
giving:—1. The name. 2. The date of first employment.
3. The remuneration. 4. The nature of the service. 5.
The works to which the remuneration is charged, with the
amount charged to each work.—(Mr. Blake.)

Return giving the number of immigrant agents or
persons employed (other than those on the regular and
published lists) by the Government or Department of
Agricaltare, and sent from Canada to Europe, who received
pay from the Government during the calendar years of
1881 and 1882; the names of persons so employed; the
instructions given to them; the terms of engagement; the
time each has been so employed, and the remuneration paid
to each person so employed.—(Mr. Burpee, Sunbury.)

Copies of all contracts entered into by the Post Office
Department with any person whomsoever for the ca~ing
of the mails by steamer during the winter season, between
the wharf at St. Denis, on the south shore of the St.
Lawrence, and Murray Bay on the north shore; with a
statement showing the name and tonnage of the steamer
employed in that service, and a statement of all the trips
made by such steamer in fulfilling the ssid contract.—(Mr,
Laaurier.)

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY RETURNS.

Mr, BLAKE. Before tho Orders are called, I desire the
attention of the hon. the First Minister to some omissions
which appeared in the returns presented on his behalf in
relation to the Canadian Pacific Railway. For convenience I
have madea memorandum which I will send to the hon.gentle-
man. The papers themselves indicate that certain letters
passed, which, by some miscarriage, have not been appended ;
and they also show certain plans and maps, which form the
most important point of the return, and which have not
been brought down. We have not yet received either the
map or plan which was ordered the other day, so far as the
hon. gentleman’s Department is concerned, and wlhrich
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was to indicate the lands which had actually

specifically .
ted to the Company, and those which they had
beet gim ?or and had not PbeeJ;: granted, &. All that has

appli ]
ch};e down in this case is 8 map which the Company sends

to the Government indicaling their view of the cmse, bn.t
there is no plan from the Government at all, nothing indi-
cating that this was accepted by the Government. Then
there is nothing in the return at all as to the actual grants
or patents of any of the lands. We have the twenty-four
mile belt, and there is nothing to show that one acre of that
has been granted, or what acres have been granted. There
are the arrangements by which a large quantity south of
the belt, en bloc, has been allotted, in so far as the odd
scc'ions are concerned, but there is nothing indicating
wheiher the grant has been made, whether the title has
parted from the Crown to the Company, of any of the lands
whatever. Nor is there any correspondence at all indicat-
ing an objection on the part of the Company to any of the
gections along the main line, or indicating even how far they
have rejected, or propose to reject, any sections as not
fairly fit for settlement. There is nothing to show that; so
that for all that appears in this correspondence, the Com-
pany has not received a conveyance, or the Crown been
enabled to part with one single acre in the North-West yet.
I think there must be something indicating these particu-
lars, and I have made a brief note of them for the hon.
gentleman.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The map the hon.
gentleman speaks of is prepared, I believe, if it has not
been brought down.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It was laid on the Table
yesterday.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. 1 knew it was pre-
pared. [ will have it attended to at once. I believe, as a
matter of fact, that no patents have been issued atall, and I
believe also that the Company has not, as yet, made
objections to any of the land on the railway belt.

Mr. BLAKE. As to the question of patents, I observe, in
one of the letters, that the Company make an allusion to
some land company—not the large land company, but I
think the Ontario and Qu'Appelle Land Company-—saying
they find some difficulty in completing their operations to
consequence of claims made by the Indian Department in
some particalar lots, and I presume that grant has been
made with that knowledge.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1 am not quite sure
that that grant has bcen issued. I think the Company
treats the odd-numbered sections of the belt as if they had
a statutory title.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENTS.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) in moving the second reading
of Bill (No. 6) to provide that persons charged with mis-
demeanor shall be competent as witnesses, said: I may
say that this is the Bill I submitted to the House last Ses-
sion. 1t reeeived the approval of the'hon. the First Minister,
and it was submitted, I think at his suggestion, to a Select
Committee. That Committee reported the Bill with some
trifling amendments, bat it was 80 late in the Session that
it did not pass through the subsequent stages. The Bill
Dow i8 precisely the same as was reported by the Committee.
The object is to enable defendants and their wives to be
witnesses in their own behalf in cases of misdemeanor
only. They are not compelled to give evidence, but they
may give evidence under certain restrictions. They may
be crose-examined, but if the cross-examination goes to the
discredit of the witnesses the Judge has the power torestrict
1t with respect to that point. There is another clause which
provides that if a person is charged with any other offence

than a misdemeanor, and the Judge is of the opinion, at
the close of the evidence for the prosecution, that the only
case made out is one of misdemeanor, then the defendant
can be & witness in his own behalf, ‘I move the second
reading with a view of réferring it again to a Select Com-
mittee, and as there are several Bills of & similar nature I
would suggest to the hon. the First Minister the propriety
of referring all these Bills to a Select Committee, with a
view of consolidating them into one. The Committee I
propose are: Mr. McCarthy, Sir Charles Tupper, Mr.
Davies, Mr. Robertson (Hamilton), Mr. Weldon, Mr. Wood
(Brockville) and the mover.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I have no objection to the
second reading of the Bill under the condition stated by the
hon. gentleman—that this and cognate Bills, of which there
are several on tho paper, should bo sent to a Select Com-
mittee.

Bill read ths second time, and reforred to a Saloct
Committee, consisting of Messrs. McCarthy, Davies, Robert-
son (Hamilton), Wood, Weldon, Cameron (Victoria),
Cameron (Huron), Girouard (Jacques .Cartier), Amyot,
Casgrain, and Sir Charles Tupper.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD., Under the circumstances,
and with the leave of tho House, I beg to move, in the
absence of Mr, McCArTHY, the second reading of Bill (No. 2)
to amend an Act respecting Procedure in Criminal Cases,
and othor matters relating to Criminal Law.

Mr. BLAKE. There are several clauses in this Bill which
are open to consideration and discussion, one of them being
that a8 to jurisdiction. As the hon. gentleman proposes
to refer it to a Committee composed of persons learned in
the law, perhaps it would be better to reserve discussion
until we see in what shape they send back the Bill.

Bill read the second timo, and referred to the Seloct
Committee on Bill (No. 6).

Mr, CAMERON (Huron) moved the second reading of
Bill (No. 7), to amend the Criminal Law.and to extend the
provisions of the Actrespecting Offences against the Person,
He said : I desire to draw the hon. the First Minister's atten-
tion to this Bill. I introduced itlast Session, and itreceived
the assent of the hon. the First Minister, who declared that he
believed it was a Bill which ought to pass; but with a view
to making some amendments and perfecting the Bill, it was
referred to a Sclect Committes. The Committee reported,
and on the motion of av hon. gentleman opposite, the Com-
mittee of the whole House rose without reporting the
Bill, and the result was that the Bill was lost. I
again move the second reading of the Bill. I think the
more the hon. gentleman considers -the question the more
he will see the absolute necessity of such a Bill passing.
The only ground alleged for the motion by which the Bill
was defeated, was that it was an insult to the peoi)le to pass
such & measure, as such crimes could rot possibly be com-
mitted in any Canadian community, and with the support
of hon. gentlemen opposite who sustained the mover, and
on whom I make no reflections, the motion provailed, and
the Bill was accordingly defeated. Since that time four
cases have occurred, one of them I think very near the door
of the hon. gentleman who made the motion, and two or
three others in Ontario, where this very crime intended to
be punished by the Bill was eommitted. I have the cases
before me now, but I do not care to read them to the Houss,
as it is not a subject one cares to discuss very fully. Be-
lieving the hon. the First Minister entertains the same
opinion now as he entertained twelve months ago, I beg
to move the second reading of the Bill.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Does the hon. gentleman
propose to send this Bill to the same Committee ?
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Mr. CAMERON (Huron.) ' 1 have no objéGtion, but the
Bill was considered by a Select Committee last Session and
reported.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I quite agree with the
principle of the Bill.

Mr. BLAKE. I was not on the Select Committee which
considered the Bill last Session, but 1 understand it was very
carefully considered, and it would scem unreasonable to
send it again to a Select Committee,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. All right.

Bill read the second time.

SECOND READING.

The following Bill was read the second lime: —
Biil (No. 27) to amend an Act to incorporate the Ontario
and Quebec Railway Company.—(Mr. Wells.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 3:10 o'clock, p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

TiruRsDAY, 18t March, 18+3.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'cleck.
PravERs.

PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. BEATY moved that the time for receiving petitions
for Private Bills be extended to Friday, the 9th day of March,
in accordance with the recommendation of the Select
Standing Committee on Standing Orders.

Mr. BLAKE. Perhaps the hon. gentleman will state the
circumstances which induced the Committee to make the
recommendation. This is the second extension, and by it
the preliminary proceedings on Private Bills may be com-
menced one month after the opening of tho Session.

Mr. BEATY. The reason the Committee recommended
the extension of time is that there were eighty-seven Bills
of which the Clerk has received notice and only twenty-
nine, including those reported to-day, have been passed by
the Committee. In view of that fact, it was thought
improper, or at least unadvisable, to shut out all remaining
Bills ot which notice has been given. It was understood,
however, that there is to be no more extension, s0 far as
ihe Committee is concerned. Such further extension, if
there is to be any, will have to be made by the House
independently of the Committee, as they very reluctantly
made the present recommendation under the circumstances
I have stated.

Mr. BLAKE. I do not intend to oppose the motion, but
it seems to me to furnish additional evidence of the utter
break down of the system which we adopted for the propar
conduct of Private Bills business. It is necessary that we
should take some step, before the Session closes, which will
be, by the public and those interested in Private Bills, a
sufficient groundwork for our rigidly insisting on the
observance of our rules as to Private Bills.
It turns out now that, something like two weeks or more
after the time stipulated by our rules, there are about fifiy
Bills of which notice has been given, and for which the
petitions have not yet been presented. For that thereisno
oxcuse except the old excuse—that Parlinment has always

Sir JoEN A, MACPONALD,

broken its regulations in the past, and the petitioners
expected that Parliament would do so again. Not only do
the opponents of Bills not receive due notice when they are
preeented late, but there is the more important reason that
it is only in the earlier period of the Session that Private
Bills receive due attention atthe hands of the members ; and
those Bills which do not come before the Private Bills Com-
mittee within the next three or four weeks will not, and
cannot, receive that attention which is necessary in order
that the Private Bills legislation of the House may be per-
fected.

Mr. DESJARDIKNS. I desire to call attention to the fact
that two months notice is required for the presentation of a
Private Bill, while the proclamation calling Parliament
together is required to be published only thirty days before
the opening of Parliament. For this reason some of those
who came here with petitions for Private Bills are late. I
think there ought to be some change; either the proclama-
tion calling Parliament together should be published sooner,
or we should require less time for the notices of Private
Bills.

Mr, MITCHELL. T have listenel to the remarks of the
hon. member for West Durham, and while I admit the
great force contained in them, and the desirability of
adhering to the rules, we must not forget that the rule to
which he refers was passed by a defunct House, There are in
this House ninety odd new members, of whom I have the
honor to be one, and we are of course unacquainted with
the rules of the House ; we look more at what the practice
has been than at the rules or regulations, and we know that
in times pastthat, although rules have been laid down, they
have almost invariably been departed from. While I am
ready to lay down and adhere to a strict rule, I think it
would be rather hard on the young members like myself,
who may have supposed that there would be the some relax-
ation of the rules and regulations as before, to tie us down
on this occasion. I would, therefore, ask the Governmenti to
relax the rules for a limited time, with the understanding
that they will thereafter be enforced.

Mr. BLAKE. 1 stated that I did not propose to object on
this occasion, but I was desirons that before the close of the
Session some arrangemenis should be made by which the
rules should be observed. I admit that the hon. gentleman
is young in years, but he is old in—

Mr. MITCHELL. Like yourself. Itis a pity the hon.
gontleman did not finish his sentence. Perhaps the same
remark will apply to himself- AllI can gay is, that I do
not propose to be made the butt of the hon. gentleman’s
criticism, and if he has commenced that game let him go
on. If he throws down the gauntlet, he will find me ready
to pick it up on any occasion,

Mr. CASGRAIN. I think it would be well if all Private
Bills were placed in the hands of the Government at the
very beginning of the Session, so that the hon, Minister of
Justice might at once form his opinion upon the legality of
such Bilis. In 1874, a Committee of the House was ap-
%ointed for the purpose of facilitating the business of the

ouse, and I would suggest that a similar Committee should
be appointed by this House. Up to this time we have been
three weeks in Session, and we have hardly done more than
if we had been here three or four days. Perhaps I will be
in a position t> move in this matter hereafter.

Motion agreed to.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally infroduced, and read
the first time :—

Bill (No. 35) to incorporate the Federal Life Insurance
Company.—(Mxr. Kilvert,)
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Bill (No. 36) to amend the Act incorpo'rating the King-
ston and Pembroke Railway Company, and the Act amend-
ing the same.—(Mr. Gunn.) ‘

Bill (No. 37) to incorporate the Royal Society of Canada.

— (Mr. Tassé.
%il] (No, 38)) to incorporate the Rainy River Improve-

nt Company.—(Mr. Dawson.)
m?Bill (N 0?393’ to (ameud the Act 45 Victoria, Chapter 124,
respecting the Board for the management of the Tempor-
alities Fand of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in
connection with the Church of Scotland.—(Mr. Charlton.)

Bill (No.40) to incorporate the Acadia Powder Company.
—(Mr. Tupper.) o )

Bill (No.41) to incorporate the Dominion Railway Trust
and Construction Company of Canada (Limited.)— (Mr.
Small.

Bill )(No. 42) to empower the President, Directors and
Company of the Grafton Harbor to change the name of the
said Company to that of the Grafton Harbor Company, to
legalize certain proceedings of said Company, and for other
purposes.— (Mr. Guillet.)

Bill (No. 43) to change the name of the Missionary Society
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Canada to that
of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Church of
Canada, to extend their corporate powers, and for further
amendments to their Act of Incorporation,—(Mr.

McCartby.)
FRENCH TRANSLATION.

Mr. VANASSE enquired, Whether the Government have
had printed and translated in the French and English lan-
guage, the appendix annexed to the report of the Select
Committee appointed, last Session, to enquire iato the
operation of the National Policy in relation to the agri-
cultural interests of the Dominion; if not, whether they
propose to have it so translated shortly ?

My, POPE. The Printing Committee alore will have to
deal with this. The report is already printed. The Govern-
ment have no control whatever over the matter.

DISTRIBUTION OF CENSUS RETURNS.

Mr. AMYOT enquired, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to distribute to the parish priests, ministers,
and other pastors of the various parishes of the Dominion,
copies of the last Census returns?

M. POPE. The distribution, so far as the first volume is
concerned, has already been made. Each member of the House
has received four copies. A large distribution takes place to
foreign corporations, scientific institutions and to libraries,
We could not possibly, by any number we print, supply the
clergy. That is a matter that can only be dealt with by the
House. I would not undertake to deal with it,

KING'S COUNTY (P.E.I) ELECTION.

On the Orders of the Day being called,

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). In pursuance of a mnotice I
gave to the hon. the First Minister a week ago, I propose sub-
mitting to the House a motion with reference - the election
in the electoral district of King’s County, P.E.I. The facts
connected with the case are very plain, and I think when
the House will have heard them it will have little difficulty
in arriving at a conclusion upon the subject. It is known,
as I mentioned a week ago, that two members are entitled
to seats for that electoral district in this Parliament. In
the elcction of June last, four candidates sought the
suffrages of the people for that constituency—Mr. McIntyre,
who now occupies aseat in this House, Mr. MacDonald, Dr.
Robertsor and Mr. Muttart. A poll took place, upon which
occasllqzn Mr. McIntyre polled 2,124 votes; Dr. Robertson,

2,002; A.C.MacDonald, 1,940, and Mr. Muttart, 1,854 votes.
It will thus be seen that Mr. McIntyre had a majority of
184 votes over the third candidate, the person who was
third highest on the list, and that Dr. Robertsou polled 62
votes over this third highest candidate; inother words, Mr.
MecIntyre and Dr. Robertson were the two candidates who
polled the highest number of votes. Mr. McIntyre was
declared elected by the returning officer, but Dr. Robertson,
who had the second highest number of votes, was not
declared elected. The returning officer, instead of doin
what 1 think by law he was bound to do, ang
return to this Parliament the two candidates who
had the highest number of votes, made what may be
called a special return with respect to-the second seat,
Now, the facts contained in the special return have been
submitted to Parliament, brought down by the Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery, and published in the Votes and
Proceedings; and from that special return one can see the
ground upon which the returning officer failed to declare
elected the person having the second highest number of
votes. The alleged ground is that some seven days after
the election a statement was made to the returning officer
by certain clectors that Mr, Robertson,at the time of his
election, was a member of the Legislative Assembly for the
Island. Now, Sir, in the view I take of this question, it is
wholly unnecessary to consider that point-—and, indeed, the
returning officer had no right to consider it—and I respect-
fully submit that this Parliament has no right to consider it.
The only question the returning officer had to consider by
law was, who had the highest number of votes, and the
returning officer erred in considering any other question,
and in making & special return to Parliament; and it is
the duty of Parliament to correct that error, leaving, of
course, all the parties interested such remedy as the law
gives them. I therefore, do not propose discussing at all
the question of Mr. Robert-on’s qualification. As a justifi-
cation for the motion I propose making, I may say thatitis
of the very first consequence to us here to know, now that
a new Parliament is assembled, exactly what the duties and
the responsibilities of returning officers are. Especially
it is important for us to kmow that, in view_ of
the fact that last Session the Government of this
Dominion saw fit, for reasous best known to themselves,
to change the law that had existed on that subject for some
time—a law that, in my judgment, always worked well.
If returning officers have the power of doing what appears
to have been done in this case, gathering facts outside tke
returns submitted to him, if the returning officer has the
right so to deal with candidates and with electors, then no
candidate who seeks the suffrages of the people for a seat
in Parliament is ever safe, If the functions of a returning
officer are otherwise than as I contend they are—of a purely
ministerial character—then I say the quicker we know
that the better. If returning officers are allowed to exerciso
their judgment and discretion, and to say who is qualified
and who is not, then the sooner we know that the betier.
In my judgment, that is ontirely outside the duties of a
returning officer. Now the duties of a roturning officer
are plain, and are so clearly laid down by law, that I
do not see how there can be any doubt on the subject.
These duties are laid down by the Act 37 Victoria, Chapter
9, Section 59. In so far as the duty of the returning officer is
concerned after the votes have been poiled, that duty is all
practically embraced in this section, and reading it by the
light we now have, reading it according to its clear gram-
matical construction, there cannot be any doubt as to the
duties and powers of a returning officer. That section says :
Phe returning officer, at the place, day and hour appointed by his
proclamation, and after having received all the ballot boxes, shall pro
ceed to open them in the presence of the election clerk, the candidates
or their representetives if present, and of at least two electors, if the

candidates or their representatives are not present, and to add together
the number of votes given for each candidate from the statements con-
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t?’fiimd in the several ballot boxes, returned by the deputy returning
officers.” :
Now, the duty of the returning officer is clearly to gather
from the statements contained in the ballot boxes trans-
mitted to him by the duputy returning officers, the votes
polled for each candidate. The law is quite clear :

¢ The candidate who shall, on the summing up of the votes, be found
to have a majority of the votes, be declared elected.”
Now, it appears to me that this section is so clear that I can-
-not- understand how it can be argued that the returning
officer’s duty is other than purely ministerial, it being to
sum up the votes cast for eaog candidate, and, upon the sum-
ming up, to give to the candidate who has the largest num-
ber of votes the seat. That does not appear to have
been done in this case, There is no dispute about
the facts. So far, the facts are manifest from the
returns submitted to Parliament, and from these facts
it appears that Dr. Robertson had a larger number of
votes than Mr. A, C. MacDonald. If that is g0, then I submit
with all deference that it was the duty of the returning
officer 1o have declared Dr. Robertson entitled to the second
geat, There are other papers before Parliament now—I
think improperly before Parliament—and, of course, one
cannot close ones eyes to the fact that they are there. The
returning officer has returned certain other documents—
1 say improperly returned certain other documents—but
they are there, and what do they show? They show he
did not return Dr. Robertson because it was alleged by some
one that, at the time of the nomination, Dr. Robertson wasa
member of the Local Legislature. I say a vretaurning
officer has no power and no right to transmit any such
documents as those to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery.
The Statute states what he shall do in summing up the
votes, and what he shall de in declaring the persons having
the highest number of votes to be elected. It goes further
and specifies the documents which he is bound to send with
his return to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, and
amongst those documents there is no such paper as that
which he has seen fit to send here. The law says:

¢ The returning officer shall also transmit to the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery, with this return, the original atatements of the several
deputy returning officers, roferred to in section fifty-eight of this Act,
together with the voters’ lists used in the several polling districts, and
any other lists and documents used or required at such electien, or
wbich may have been transmitted to him by the deputy returning
officers,” )
You will see that the papers which this fanctionary, who is
responsible to Parliament for the proper discharge of the duty
imposed on him by law, ought to return, and was bound to
return here—and he should return nothing else, except
what by law he was called on to return—do not embrace
certain documents sent in by him. They do not embrace a
protest signed by some electors seven days after the election
when the people at the polls had exercised their franchise.
But the returuing officer has seen fit so to do. I submit,
however, that in dealing with this case we are bound
to deal with it as if those particular papers had mnot
been here at all. That is the law, and that is the
interpretation given to it, though not quite under the same
law but under a kindred Statute, when the subject was dis-
cusged in Parliament in 1873. On that occasion the late hon.
member for Cardwell—whose opinionson all questions of this
kind were equal, it not superior to thoso of any other person—
took the ground that the returning officer should not trans.
mit any papers except those Iprovided by law to the Clerk
of the Crown in Chancery. It was then contended that a
copy of the voters’ list was properly so trausmitted, and
could be used in discussing the question then before the
House. Mer. John Hilyard Cameron said: “The House has
no right to consider the list of voters, as the Statute in no
way allowed it as evidence. In this respect it was altogether
different from a poll book and could not be accepted by the
House as a fact, without proof thereof. 1 say that
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the Statute in no way justifies, warrants, or entitles the
returning officer in receiving any such protest seven days
after the election was over; that it in no way- entitles,
justifies or warrants the transmission of it to the Clerk of
the Crown in Chaucery, and although it happens to be here,
having been so transmitted to the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery, we mustdeal with the caso as if the documents in
question were not here. Dealing with it in that light and
aspect, what have we got? The simple statement of the
returning officer of the electoral district that Mr. McIntyre
and Dr. Robertson were the two candidates having the
highest number of votes, and that being so it was the plain
duty of the returning officer to have declared those gentle-
men elected, reserving, of course, as he was bound to do, the
right on the part of the minority candidate to contest the
return if he thought fit. If he did not sce fit to adopt that
course, any hon. member has the right to bring the matter
before Parliament for consideration, At all events, the
duty of the returning officer, in my epinion, was plain and
simple. It may be said that is all corrcct, bat this is not a
question the House should deal with, and it should be dis-
posed of by some other court or tribunal. I say thisis pecu-
liarly a case for the House to deal with. The returning
officer has not discharged his duty, asI contend, accordirg to
law, and Parliament shounld, at the first opportunity, rectify
the wrong done by the returning officer. The course which
I propose to invite the House to adopt is that which has
been pursued in this Parliament for a long series of years,
both before and after Confederation, namely, that when a
returning officer failed to discharge his duty, or did not do
his duty properly, the House should seize the earliest
opportunity to rectify the wrong done, and give to the
candidate entitled to the seat, the seat. One could go back
over the whole history of Parliaments in Canada—for the
last fifiy years at all events —and point to a number of
cages bearing upon the subject, both before the law was
changed with respect to the trial of controverted elections,
and after the law was changed. At all events, long after the
House saw fit t appoint Select or Special Committees to try
controverted elections, the House, over and over again,
rectified the wrongs perpetrated by returning officers. If
there ever was a period in the history of this country when
it was necessary that that should be done, now is the time.
We know a good many wrongs are alleged to have been
committed by returning officers during the last Dominion
Elections. We know, from the facts submitted, that a wrong
has been done in this case, and Parliament should not hesi-
tate a moment to rectify that wrong. I will now refer the
House to some cases bearing on the question, in order to
show that I am not asking the House to take a course in
this case which has not been been followed on any previous
occasion. I desire to refer to a case which took place about
forty years ago in the Parliament of old Canada, and which
was referred to about ten years ago, in discussing a similar
proposition to the one I propose submitting to the Iouse,
but it will bear referring to again. It is .the Beauharnois
election case. Mr. Jacob DeWitt and Mr. Duncombe wers
the candidates. It was alleged in that case that some of the
poll books had been stolen and some burnt. A special return
of the facts was made in that case. The majority candidate
was not declared elected by the returning officer; but when the
malter was submitted to Parliament, it at once, without any
reference to a Committee, resolved that the return should
be amended. And motion was made that, as it appeared by
reference to the poll books, that Mr. DeWitt had a majority of
the votes, the House rectified the mistake committed and
amended the rcturn. Therearo many other cases perhaps
much more on a parallel with this one; but I have referred
to this case becauso it happened to catch my eye when [ was
examining the precedents in the library. I will refer to a case
which cecurred some years afterwards in the Parliament of
old Canada, and which is strictly analogous to the one now
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pefore the House. Besr in mind, in considering this

that the reason alleged why & certain candidate
ed was that he was not qualified to sit
In the Kent case it was 2 ques-
ion of qualification. gnder the old law asf it then

rty qualification was necessary for every
:md:te?mggdy (:lvery candidate was liable to be
to be called npon on nomination day for a state-
ment of the property upon which he qualified. In the
Kent case one of the candidates was so called upon, &
demand being made by two of the electors for the
property qualification of the candidate. A declaration of
that property qualification was not, as under the
law it should have been, put in during the election—

case,
was not return
in this Parliament.

it was fyled or left with the returning officer three |p

days after the election. Those facts were within
the cognizance of the returning officer, with whom
the qualification should have been fyled. So, instead of
returning the majority candidate, who had a majority of
400 votes, he made a special return of the facts.
The matter came befora the ﬁouse, the polling books were
brought down, the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery
appeared and produced the returns; and it was then moved
that the returns be amended. * And if any person has the
curiosity to examine into the subject—for1 am not disposed
to take up the time of the House by going back over these
old records—and takes the trouble to examine the Journals
of the House for 1848, he will find there that a motion was
made on this subject to the same effect as the motion
I am about to make. The result of the motion
was, that the majority candidate was put in the
position in which he ought te have been placed by
the returning officer. A series of motions were moved to
bring the matter down to the real point; and then it was
moved by Mr. Richards, and seconded by Mr. Notman,
that the eaid Mr. Cameron (the majority candidate)
has the right to take his seat in this House, as the represen-
tative for the County of Kent, save that all candidates and
electors had still the right to contest the said election if
they thought proper so to do, in such manner as apper-
tained to law and justice, and according to the usages of
Parliament ; and that the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery
attend the House forthwith, and amend the return for the
said County of Kent, by stating that at the said election
the said Mr. Cameron was duly elected to represent thc
said County. The Clerk of the Crown in Chancery attended
accordingly ; the return was amended accordingly, and the
majority candidate was placed in the position in Parliament
to which he was entitled by the voice of the people. . Here,
then, was acase in which the qualification of the candidate
was concerned; and yet Parliament at once, though not
without some objection being made—because there were
even then in those days objections offered to that course,
and I dare say the same thing will occur now—by an over-
whelming majority gave the seat to the successful candidate.
In the Oxford case precisely the same thing took place.
There, also, the question of qualification came up, and a
8pecial return was made, although one candidate had ob-
tained a majority of two to one nearly; but after the matter
came before the House, Parliament at once followed the
same course, and declared entitled to the seat the person
who had received the highest number of votes. Now, Sir,
that was so—and if it was done in the two cases to which I
have referred—why should it not be done in this case. It
Is true that an amendment was moved in the Oxford case.
It was said that it was a complieated case, and ought to be
referred to a Special Committee—the Committes on Privi-
leges and Flections—and a motion was made in amend-
ment to the main motion, that the matter should be
tried under the Controverted Election Act, and not be
disposed of by the House atall. This was voted down

by a large majority, and the result was that the case was
i of in the manner which I have just indicated.
Let me draw your attention, Sir, to another ¢ase that took

lace afterwards, in the year 1832 —the case of Gasps.

here the ground on which the returning officer made a
special return was, that the polling books for the Magdalen
Islands had not been received by him up to the time within
which the writ was returnable. A spocial return of these
facts was made to the proper quarter. Some months after-
wards, the polling books were transmitted by the deputy
returning officers from the Magdalen Islands, to the returning
officer, and by him they were forwarded to the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery, aadthen when these facts came before
Parliament, the House, by Resolution, declared that the
erson who had received the highest number of votes was
entitled to the seat, and he took the seat accordingly,
I refer also to the case that took place two or three years
subsequently to the case of Gaspé—the Bagot case. This
was & peculiar case—as you, Sir, will well recollect,
thoroughly posted as you are in the Parliamentary
history of this country. It was alleged that the candidate
who had obtained the seat in Parliament was the returning
officer himself ; in other words, that the returning officer,
T. Brodiér, had returned T. Brodidr to Parliament, The
matter came before the House, and it was of course con-
tended that there was no evidence before Parliament to
show that these were the same persons. But, notwith-
standing that fact, the House dealt with the matter, and
dealt with it in the sense and mode in which I propose that
the House shall deal with this case. I refer now to a case
which took place some years afterwards. I wish fairly,
as far as I am able, to present to this House all cases whish
have been dealt with by this House and by the old Par-
liament of Canads. The ease to which I now refer is the
County of Fssex oase, and here the contention was
that the poll-books for some of the polling sub-divisions
were not returned to the returning officer; and that
there were irregularities connected ~with them, which
made all the votes cast for the candidates at the above
polling sub-divisions void, = The matter came before
the House in the way in which I propose to bring this
matter before the House; and after discussion, and after
several objections were raised, it was moved: “That it
appears by the polling books transmitted to the returning
ogicer, that Mr. Rankin had the highest number
of votes.” 1t was moved, in amendment: ‘“That the return
being a special one, required investigation, and was proe
perly investigable by a Committee under the Controverted
Election Act.” The amendment was not carried and the
main motion was carried. The return was amended, and
the person who had the highest number of votes was
declared entitled to the seat; and he took the seat accord-
ingly. There is another case which todk place during the
same year and the same Session of Parliament—the Lennex
and Addington case. There the ground on which the special
return was made, was that there had becn some irregular-
ties in the voting lists for some of the polling sub-
divigions ; the returning officer there assumed the duty and
responsibility of practically dealing with the question
himself, and he made, as was done in this instance, a special
return. However, when the matter was before the House,
the House at once resolved that the candidate who had the
highest number of votes, A. J. Hooper, ought to have been
returned, and the return was amended accordingly, the
House alone dealing with the question, and not a Committee.
Another case in the Parliament of Canada occurred some
ten years afterwards —the Peterborough election case. A
motion was then made that the candidate having the
highest number of votes was duly elected, and ought to get
the seat. 1 believe it was moved in amendment that it be
referred to the Committee on Elections and Privileges, In
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this case, there was not only the question of property quali-
fication, but the fact that one of the candidates was returned
and had taken his seat; and we must also bear in mind,
in addition, that the decision took place under a law different
to the law which now exists. The law under which I now
move was not in force when the Government of the day saw
fit to take a different course in that case. There were under
the old law certain duties imposed on the returning officer
of a quast judicial chiracter, which the returning officer had
to discharge; but this is no longer the case their duties
are now purely ministerial. I am told—I do not
know how “correctly, but 1 think I saw it in one of the
newspapers—that the Supreme Court held, two or three days
ago, that, under the law as it now stands, returning officers’
functions are confined exclusively to the summing up of
the votes, and declaring that the person who has the
highest number of votes is entitled to the seat—
that, in fact, his duties are purely ministerial. Be that as
it may, I believe that no court would now come to any
other conclusion from the eonstruction of the Statute to
which I have referred. In the Muskoka case, which ook
place in the same Session as the Peterborough case, the
question that came up was, that a deputy returning officer
at one of the polling sub-divisions made no return, and at
another sub-division the conduct of the election was wholly
irregular; and possibly had it been disposed of by the courts
the election would have been declared void. Yet it was
contended, notwithstanding the want of a return from one
of the polling sub-divisiens, and the irregularity of the pro
ceedings at another, that the candidate havirg the highest
number of votes was entitled to the seat. The hon.leader of the
Government assented to the argument of the hon. member
for West Bruce, stating that he had made out so strong a
case that he could not resist it, that the candidate receiving
the largest number of votes was entitled to the seat,
The hon. member for Cardwell took the same ground,
and I believe advised the hon. leader of the House
that that was the proper course to pursue—at all events
he took that course, and Mr. Cockburn took his seat, the
return being amended without reference to a Committee.
T have thus shown you that in all these cases, with the one
exception of the Peterborough case, Parliament disposed
of the matter without any reference to the Election
Committee; that as it appeared on the face of the re-
turns that one of the candidates was entitled to the seat,
Parliament at once rectified the wrong perpetrated upon
that candidate, and gave him the seat, of course reserving
to the opposing candidate, or the public at large, any
rights they might have by the law of the land or the
practice of Parliament, Not only has this been the
practice in the Canadian Parliament, but the same course
has been pursued by the Imperial Parliament as well. I find
that in one case atleast—the Montgomery case—a double
return was made, but Parliament rectified the return with-
out referring it to a Committee for enquiry into the facts.
It may be said that now when we have courts to
dispose of these cases, they rhould be rclegated to the
courts, That argument, however, cannot hold good,
because one can easily conceive of some collusion or fraud
taking place even between the candidate entitled to the seat
and the candidate receiving the next highest number of
votes, by which the rights of the people would be inter-
fered with; and although Parliament has, by the Contro-
verted Elections Act, placed the trial of such elections in the
hands of the courts, still Parliament has not in any sense
divested itself of the power of dealing with these questions
when they come properly before it. 1t is laid down by May,
in the last edition of his valuable work, that Parliament
should deal with cases of this kind in the manner I have
just pointed out. May says: .

‘It was contended, in 1870, in the case of 0'Donovan Rossa, that the
House had become entirely divested of the right of determining upon
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the legal disqualifications affecting its own members. This argument,
however, found no favor, it being justly said that it amounted to this :
that even a Peer chosen to sit could not be excluded, and that a
lunatic was to be suffered to continue a member.”

This shows clearly that Parliament has the right and
power of dealing with these questions, that Parliament has
not divested itself of its authority in that regard; and I
submit that if ever there was a case with which Parliament
ought to deal, it is the one which is now before the House.
T have shown that in the Kent election case, which was one
very nearly tho same a3 the present case, Parliament dealt
with iteven in the face of a motion to refer it to a
Committee; I have shown that the same course was
pursued in the Bagot case, 28 well as in the Muskoka case—
in fact in most of the cases 1o which I have referred, that
course was taken—not without argument, not without
opposition, but in most cases by a large majority. I have
shown you that, as May points out, that has also been the
practice of the Imperial Parliament; I have shown you
the facts of tho present case, and I submit to the House if
on the facts before us, this is not acase of all others in
which Parliament should rectify the wrong which has been
committed upon Mr. Robertson. Of course the decizion of
the House in this matter will not be final or conclusive,
for if the other candidate, or any other person, deems himself
to be wronged he has still got redress, and recourse to the
courts or Parliament. The point I wish to impress upon
hon. members is, that injustice to ourselves, as members
of Parliament, in justice to the people who sent us here,
we ought to declare that the man to whom the people have
given the highest number of votes should be returned and
should occupy his seat in Parliament, and that no retarning
officer should have the power of excluding from Parliament
the man who has received the majority of votes. 1 beg,
therefore, to move the following : —

¢ That it appears by the returns transmitted by Michael McCormack,
Esq., the Returning Officer for the Electoral District of King's County,in
the Island of Prince Edward, at the last election for the said Elecioral
District, that P. A. McIntyre, J. E Robertson, A. C. MacDonald, and E.
B. Muitart were the condidates at the said election—that at the said
election the said P. A. Mclutyre polled 2,124 votes—that the said J. E.
Robertson polled 2,002 votes—that the said A. C. MacDonald polled
1,941 votes—and the said E. B. Muttart polled 1,834 votes—that the
said Returning Officer made a return of the said election, in the words
following :— :

‘“ Kina’s County DisTrICT, 1
“ PROVINOE OF PRINCE EpWARD IsLAND. §

T hereby certify that one of the members elected for the Electoral
District of King’s County, in pursuance of the within written writ, as
having received the majority of votes lawfully given, i Peter Adolphus
MecIntyre, of Souris, in King’s County, medical doctor, and I further
certify that James Edwin Robertson, of Montague, in King’s County,
medical doctor, a candidate at the election held by virtue of the within
written writ—appears by the returns from the several Deputy Return-
ing Officers, to have the next highest number of votes given at such
election, and it having been represented to me at the summing up of the
votes by certain of the electors of the said electoral district having a
right to vote at such election, as appears by the several papersreturned
herewith, and marked respectively with the letters E. F H., and
initialed by me, that the said James Edwin Robertson, at the time of his
nominatioa as & candidate at such, and at the time of the holding such
election, was a member duly elected and returned for the House of
Assembly of the Province of Prince Edward Island for the fourth
Electoral District of King's County, and, by reason thereof, disqualified
to be elected or returned a3 a member of the House of Commons of
Oanada at the said election.

¢ I do hereby further certify that Augustine Colin MacDonald, of
Montague Bridge, in King’s County, merchant, a candidate at such
election duly qualified has the next highest number of votes lawfully
given at such election, and I do further make this return of, aud respect-
ing. the said James Edwin Robertson and Augustine Colia MacDonald
for the information of all whom it may concern.

¢ Certified, (Signed), Micuarn McCoruack,

¢ Returning Ofjicer.
¢t (Sigued) R

Porr,
¢Clerk of the Crown in Chancery.”

“That the said J. E. Robertson,having the second highest number of
votes polled at the said election, ought to have been returned as one of
the members for the said electoral district in this Parliament, ard that
he has a right tu take his seat in this Hous: -as such member, saving.
however, to all candidates and others their rights of contesting the said
election, if they think proper in such manner as may appertain to law
and justice.”
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Sir JOAN A. MACDONALD. I think it rather unfor-
{unate that the hon. gentleman who makes this motion did
not give notice of it. I think he has not treated the House
tairly in not doing so, especially as & week or ten days ago
T invited him to give notice. The House would then have
been in a position to discuss it. The hon. gentleman chose
to keep it in his pocket, and, although he says it is so
clear a case, he found it necessary to strengthen his position
in an able, a learned and an exhaustive argument, in which
he quoted many precedents, and which he alone had the
advantage of seeing. I cannot understand why he did not
sive notice. I mnay say that my present opinion is that the
matter should go to the Committee on Privileges and
Riections. However, after having listened to the argument
of the hon. gentleman, I would suggest that the debate be
adjourned.

Mr. BLLAKE. To the hon. gentleman's suggestion that
the debate be adjourned, if it is to enable him to consider
these precedents, there can be no objection at all. But as to
the House not having been treated fairly, I may say that
the universal mode in which these questions have been
treated has been as questions of privilege without notice
having been previously given to the House. On two
previnus occasions, to which reference has been made, in
1873, 1 moved the motiong myself. One of them the hon,
gentleman proposed to refer to the Committee ; he yielded
to the sccond; and they were moved without notice.
1 irdicated my intention to move a motion, but its pregise
form, or what its object was, I did not indicate. Oun that
occasion the hon. gentlernan did not make the objection
which he has made to-day. Ten long years have taught
him that such a motion requires more notice than he thought
it did then, and all these precedents were then discussed
bafore we reached a conclusion. Although he was then
familiar with them all, I dare say he is not now ; some of
them may have escaped him at the moment. We must all
be willing that the debate be adjourned on the subject, on
which he has not come to a conclusion, and to which he
wixhes to give further research. At the same time, I do not
think it is asubject on which there ought to be delay.
I would, therefore, ask the hon. gentleman to mention the
date to which he wishes the debate to be adjourned.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I would say to-morrow.
There can be noobjection to to-morrow. I quite admit that
on 2t question of privilege no notice is required ; but a3 this
mutter was postponed {or a week at the suggestion of the
mover, and I invited him to give us notice of what his
motion was 10 be, I think he ought to have given us notice,
We should have known whother the hon. gentleman in-
tended to press his motion on the spot. Having asked for
a delay, 1 think the House had a right to koow what the
mtion was. The hon. gentleman said he was prepared to
make a motion but whether it was to send the matter to
the Committee on Privileges and Elections, or bring the
returaing officer to the bar of the House, or what it was, he
gave not the slightest intimation. It will be as well to dis-
Jose of it to-morrow. I, therefore, move the adjournment
ot tho dehate.

Motion, to adjourn debate, agreed to.

SECOND READING.,

The following Bill was read the second time:—

Bt (No. 4) to amend the Law of Evidence in Criminal
Cases.—(Mr, Robertson, Hamilton.)

FRAUD IN CONTRACTS INVOLVING EXPENDI-
TURE OF PUBLIC MONEY.

Mr. CASGRAIN, in moving the second reading of
Bill (No. 5) for ths batter prevention of fraud in relation to
contracts involving the expenditure of public monies, said:

I desire, if possible, to remedy certain abuses which have
crept into the politics of our country. There is, as I said
before, a nocessity for this measure or legislation of a similar
character. The Government look with gireat hostility upon
it, I fear, Instead of trying to help this measure which [
think they should have taken into their own hands, they
impeded it when brought up last Session, so that it could
not reach the stage to which it has now come. I renew the
application I then made to put this matter into the hands
of the Government, as il is one of public interest, not only
with regard to the different officials dependent on the Gov-
ernment, but also in view of the fuct that it is a safeguard
to the Ministers themselves. I do not expect, however,
that the hon. First Minister will have changed his mind on
this matter, though, during the last Session, he intimated
that some measure of this kind ought to be brought forward.
He then expected, he raid, to see a Bill presented in the
English House of Commons and would await that measure
in order to find in it some guide or principle to embody in
our own law. In proposing this measure'l can only repeat
what I said on a similar occa<ion before, and I think that
I may be allowed to quote from our debate on this subject
what I said in moving for the second reading of this Bill, I
then said :

“1 do not know to what extent the legislation I propose will be able
to put a stop to frauds of this kind. These frauds are of a kind that
poison, that creep into the social body ; it is very difficult to reach them
and more difficuly to eradicate. Nevertheless, [ deemed it my duty to
introduce & Bill which, [ think, will not only meet with the approba-
tion of this House, but also the approval of the country. I would have
wizhed to see the present Government take up this measure; I think
they would be readoring a great secvice to ihe country by bringng
down such a Bill. On the other hand, as on the first reading, I made
the same proposal which was not accepted, I think I am fulfilling my
duty as a member in introducing the Bill, which has three principal
objects. Among others, in the first place, to preveat what are called
middlemen or brokers frcm interfering with public contracts. We all
know and unhappily it is only too true, that these brokersin order to
lend tbeir influence in favor of individuals exact what we call in French
petites douceurs. 1 am of opinion that such a business is direct corrup-
tion. That is why, by the first clause of the Bill, | propose making
these different acts & misdemeanor, punishable as such upon conviction,
before the ordinary Courts. The second object I have in view iz to
prevent tenderers in public contracts from withdrawing their
tenders for certain considerations. in orier to help other tenderers,
thus depriving the country of & profit, or unduly obliging it
to pay conciderable sums that might otherwise be saved. This iind
of&aud i8 not provided against by our legislation. It is nevertheless
provided against by the legislation of the Province of Quebec. I would
mention in support of this statement, the case of public sales by the
Sheriff All the bidders are held to be independent one from another ;
to be bound each by his respective bid. When they form a ring to
acquire a property at & low pricey the sale is fraudulent and voided by
the Courts of Justice. This legislation is based upon sound morality
and upon true reason ; it is made in order to prevent what might be
called indirect stealing. All public contracts tainted with such frand,
should be declared void, all such tenderers should be deprived of the
right of obtaining or carryingon any contract with the Government.
1 will endeavor to introduee & cluase in that direction, if, as I hope,
the Bill comes befo-e the Committee of Whole. I moreover wish to
proteet public officers against attempts that might be made to captivate
their kindness as to corrupt them in the execution of their duty, to
punirh those who make them eitber offers, gifts or promises of any kind,
80 &8 to induce them to declare the secreis of the public Departments.
As these difterent acts are tainted with fraud itis necessary t; suppress
as far as possible such abuses. I therefore make a misdemeanor of such
cases, and there is not oniy a pecuniary penalty attached to these acis,
on conviction, but moreover there i3 a brand of infamy, that is to say, an
imprisonment, so that this infamous stain may deter all those who
might be tempted to corrupt a public officer, or commit any of these
offences. Another clause contemplates preventing all public eontractors.
or those wishing to become such, o- those who are entrusted with the
execution of a public contract, from contributing either directly, or
indirectly, to general electi»n funds or for politicil objects, from h=avily
subscribing, as examples have bren seen, and guarding agaiost &
repetitivn of what has un-appily already occurr-d in the conntry.”’

Now that the Qutario and the General Elections are over, I
hope my hon. friend opposite wiil not see much diffi -ulty in
agreeing to this clause of the Bill. I then continued :

T do not think that too severe restrictions can be established, nor
too exemplary punishment be inflicted upon those who should attempt
by this meauns to corrupt the electurate, so I call sueh acts misdemeanors
and [ want them to be puanished as such, and also punished by & fine or
an imprisonment, at the discretion of the Court. I d» mot wish to
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dwell at any length upon the facts that have induced me to introduce
this measure.”
I do not desire at the present moment to give the names
of the persons or the circumstances upon which 1 base this
Bill. I know the position I occupy, with respect to a par-
ticular individual, is somewhat disparaging to myself, if I
may use that expression. At any rate in bringing in this
Bill I am aware that I am offending the feelings of some
contractors, and some private individuals against whose
acts the Bill is directed ; but I have a public duty to perform
which private feelings cannot be permitted to interfere with.
¢ I think that it has become absolutely uecessary, and that in these,
our times, this kind of corruption is extending all over America. Not
only do we need such legislation in this country, but I also observe that
even in the United States, since the introduction of my Bill, a like
measure has been introduced in Congress, in order to protect public

officers, and to prevent public contractors from unduly influencing these
officers. With these rema:ks Mr. Speaker I make my motion.”’

Now, 8ir, I hold in my hands a Bill presented to Congress
to prohibit Federal officers and contractors from making
and receiving assessments for contributions for political
purpeses. 'That legislation was needed in the United States
as much as it is needed here ; and I think that this Bill,
imperfect though it may be, and though it cannot reach, in
many instances, the guilty individual, is still urgently
nes¢ded, in order that, if possible, euch frand, when
discovered, may be punished. I would feel very much
obliged to hon. members ot this House, on both sides, if they
would help me in carrying this Bill to its final stage, and
in making it as perfect a3 possible. With these remarks, I
move the second reading. '

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, The hon. gentleman has
made such an appeal for his Bill that I do not know but, as
he says, now that the Klections are over, that we ean
consider the matter, and I am not going to fight him.,

Mr. BLAKE. Afterthestud is stolen you shut the stable
door,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Of course I made the
ramark in the same jocular spirit that the hon. gentleman
did. My hon. friend opposite takes evorything au sérieux ;
e is behind the scenes, he knows the stable, and he knows
who stole the stud. 1 am afraid my hon. friend will be
found guilty in many a case of more than petty larceny
in that regard. When this matter was before Parliament
. the last time, I stated that there was then a
Bill before the British Parliament dealing with the whole
of this subject—a very stringent Bill as it proved
to be. I hada copy of it at the time—the Attorney
Greneral’s ‘Bill—and it was thought it would become law in
England last Session, but in consequence of the obstruction
that arose in the British Parliament it was choked off;
but I believe that the measure will become law in some
form during the present Session. I believe Mr, Gladstone’s
Government is pledged to carry it the present Session, and
I have no doubt it will be carried unless something unex-
pected prevents it. However, I object to some portion of
this Bill. The fourth clause is too stringent, and, I think,
interferes with the liberty of the subject. I do not see why
a contractor, because he happens to be a contractor, should
not have the same rights as other people. I have no
objection to the gecond reading of this Bill on account of
the merits of some portions of it, but on the understanding
that it goes to a Select Committee afterwards, and I should
be very glad to scttle the Committee with the hon.
gentleman,

Mr. CASGRAIN. Of course, I must be ready to submit
to what I cannot help, because the bon. gentleman’s majority
in this House will enable him to deal with the Bill as he
sees fit, I may say, however, that the Bill, at the sugges-
tion of my hon. friend, has alresdy been submitied to a

Committee, and the hon. Minister of Justice, who is now,

Mr, CasgRAIN,

the ‘Chief Justico of Nova Scotia, workedl at it very hard
along with seven members. I think Mr. Speaker was on
the Committee, and after having the benefit of his intellect,
I do not think it can be improved by passing into other
hands, The Bill was thoroughly diseussed by this Com-
mittee, and I think was made as good as it ia likely to be
made by another Committee. However, I would ask, if the
Bill is to go to another Committee, that I shall have an
opportunity of carrying it before the end of the Session. If
my hon. friend will say that we can pass the Bill the present
Session, of course, I am willing to accept with bonne grdce,
the statement he makes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I cannot well promise
my hon. friend that the Bill will pass this Session—that is
beyond my power to promise. I do not know what the
Bill may turn out to be—I may have to vote against it—
but [ will give the hon. gentleman the assurance that
after the Committee’s report has been received—and there
is plenty of time I fancy to get the report—the hon.
gentleman will have every opportunity of pressing on his
Bill. We will name the Committée to-morrow and I will
consult my hon. friend on its composition.

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 think perhaps it would be more
regular to refer the Bill at present to Committee of the
‘Whole House, and when that order is called it can be dis-
charged and the reference made to a Select Committee.

Bill read the second time.

IMPORTATION OF LUMBER INTO MANITOBA.

Mr. ROYAL, in moving for copies of all documents and
correspondence in relation to the abolition of the duties on
lumber imported into the Province of Manitoba, said:
My object in placing this motion in your hands, Mr.
Speaker, is to call the attention of the Government to the
very high prices we have to pay for lumber imparted into
the Province of Manitoba and the North-West Territories,
as well as to the urgent desirability of having those duties
either wiped out, or at least very materially reduced. It is
a well known fact in our part of the country that Manitoba
depends almost entirely on foreign supplies for lumber, and
that large quantities are daily imported into Manitoba from
the United States. The demand is increasing very rapidly,
go much so that it is very difficult to supply the market
even at the extravagant figures obtained for lumber in our
Province. Lumber must be had by immigrants scattered
over the Province and Territories, in order to build
shanties for themselves as soon as they come into
the country. The large profits of dealers, the very
heavy freight charges we have to pay, and the duty that
is imposed upon lumber, combine to swell to an almost
extravagant figure the price of this necessity, The import
duty on rough lumber is 20 per cent. and‘25 per cent. on
dressed lumber, and if you add to that the very heavy
freight charges you wiil not be surprised to find that
lumber, which could be obtained at from $7 to $35 in Onta-
rio, will realize, in Manitoba, from $17 to $35 and $40 per
thousand feet. Going west we find those prices increase all
the time. In the United States there is & duty of only 2 per
thousand feet. The duty imposed in this country amounts
to nearly $7.50 per thousand feet on lumber imported from
the United States. W-e have some pineries, but they are not
yet fully developed, and it will take some time and very large
capital to have them developed so as to sapply our demands.
Protection is a very good thing, but there is no ground for
protection there, becanse we have at present nothing to
protect. If we had forests of large extent, of course we
could protect their development by a protective duty on
lumber; but I believe that for some time, until the Pacific
Railway is built from the western Province to the eastérn
Provinoos—I think forsome years, five, 8ix or seven years —
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i a jndicieus policy, if not to wipe out altogether
31: %?%b:n lgm»ber impo 4 into Manitoba, at all events,
to materially reduee it, probably to the same amount as the
American duty. As it is, it strikes directly at the immignant
— it is » direct charge which the immigrant has to pay. I
believe it would bein the interest, not only of the Province
ot Manitoba and the North-West Territories, but also of the
Dominion at large, to make such a change; and the Gavern-
ment with the large surplus at its dispesal could reduce that
duty very well. Last year the duty od cordwood was abol-
ished. Now settlers on the boundary can get their supply of
wood wherever they can find if, and import it into Manitoba
without paying duty. 1 believe the action which I have
suggested would follow logically that dealing with cord-
wood, and I beg to call the attentien of the Government to
this very important matter. With the permission of the
Government 1 desire to submit the motion in the following

form :—

That an Order of the House be issued to the proper officers for copies
of all documents aud correspondence in relation to the abolition of the
duties on lumber imperted into the Provines of Manitoba; together
with a statement of the quantity of lumber, rough-dressed, imported in
the Province of Manitoba, and the duty paid thereon, for the years 1880,
1881 and 1882.

Mr. BOWELL. Any correspondence in the possession
of the Government and the Department will be brought
down in answer to the address. When all the papers are
before it, the Honse will probably be in a hetter position to
discuss the question than it is at the present moment. I
might mention, however, that logs out of which lumber is
manufactured, as the hon. gentleman is aware, are admitted
free, and lumber in certaiv different states in whieh it is
imported, is also admitted free—that is lumber as it comes
from the woods when it is not manufactured. It is also
well known that large quantities of logs have been pur-
chased during the past year in the Western States, in some
ﬁortions of Dakota and Minnesota, and floated down the Red

iver for the purpose of manufacturing them in the City of
Winnipeg. It will be a question for the House and my hon.
friend to consider well, when that question comes np for
further consideration, how far that will interfere with what
ought to have beendone. Iam not aware, however, that the
price of lumber—or I am rather not prepared to say at pre-
sent—is such, when importers into the North-West, as will
ustify the imposition of 8 duty of §8 per thousand feet, this
would imxfl{ethat the lumber purchased in Minnesota—Min-
neapolis, lieve, is the great lumber mart in the Amer.
ican West—would be at least $40 or $50 a thousand. How-
ever, I do not know at present, and not speaking from per-
sonal knowledge, whether those are the prices, which are paid
in Minneapolis. Iam quite satisfied nevertheless, that next
Year, my hon. friend will find that there will be a large quan-
tity of lumber imported from Thunder Bay and along that
portion of the Canadian Pacific Railway into Manitoba, and
I hope—and we have every reason to believe—that ere
long the rapidity with which the Pacific Railway is bein
constructed to the north of Linke Superior, will enable that
country to farnish a large quantity of lumber to the
North-West. This will come from the west and east of
Thunder Bay, and I think there is no donbt that the price
will be largely reduced in a very short time. However,
gxe papters will be brought down at the earliest possible

oment. :

. Mr. BLAKE&. Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman men-
tions a circumstance which, perhaps, renders it important
that the further proposal of the hon. gentleman who moves
this motion ought to be amended, or at any rate
that we should reach an understanding about it.
The hon. gentleman mentions the fact that %ogs, and also,
a8 I understand, raw material, lumber in varions shapes, en-
ters the North-West free. We also know that a very large
quantity of lgmber entors free for the purpose of the Cgus-

dian Pacific Railway, for bridge material. It wonld mot do
10 state the gross quantity of lumber which comes into the
eountry and the duty, because that would not represent the
aocurate state of things, as to the burden imposed on the
people there, inasmuch as a very considerable portion of the
lumber enters at the present time free for the purposes of
the railway. It would be, therefore, well to divide the return,
86 as to show what pertion of the lumber imports was fres,
and what portion dutiable, with the duty on that which is
dmtiable.

Mr. BOWELL, 1 did not understand, Mr. Speaker, that
the motion referred to the lumber which hag been imported
by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company.

Mr. BLAKE. 1 did not say imported by the Cansdian
Pacific Railway Company; but I say that the lumber which
the Canadian Paeific Railway Company itself imports—
lumber, timber, and stuff for bridge material—free, ought
not to be included in the gross imports of lumber into Man-
itoba and the North-West; for, if so, the amount of duty
given will not represent what is the burden on the people
of the North-West in this particular—the duty which, I am
sorry to hear, 8ir, the consumer sometimes pays.

Mr, CHARLTON. Inrelation to the lumber question,
and the duty on lumber imported into the North-West,
I would suggest to the Government the propriety
of making the duty specific, rather than ad valorem. The
prices paid for lumber in Manitoba and the North-West are
excessively high, and the duty of 20 per cent. adds very
greatly to the burden of the settler in that country. Now,
the American Government some years ago changed their

licy with reference to the duty on this article, and made
it specific, $2 per thousand feet, without reference
to the cost or the value of the lumber, and this would be
the course which I would think it well for our own
Government to adopt in relation to the imposition of a
duty on lumber. The duty of 20 per cent. would amount
to §8 per thousand feet, in many cases, and that is
certainly an enormous tax on those who consume lumber in
the North-West. I submil that the Government should
make the duty specific, and a moderate one at that.

Mr. WATSON. As this matter has been brought
up, I would like to make a few remarks on it. It
is certainly a great hardship to the residents of the
North-West, and of the prairie country, to be compelled
to pay such high prices when they want lumber;
and I am glad that my hon. friend (Mr. Royal) has
brought the question before the House. Some change
should be made, for eertainly the pricc of lumber out
there is something enormous, As to aduty of $8 & thousand,
I think that this figure is a little extreme}; but, at the same
time, the freight and duty often amount to more than the
original cost of the lumber at Minneapolis, where we get
most of our lumber in the North-West. There are certainly

£ | large tracts of timber limits and timber lands in the North-

‘West, which are being developed very rapidly; but they
do not as yet half supply the demand. Building was
kept back last spring, probagly for two months, owing to the
want of building material ; the result is that the material
manufactured in the North-West is all used at present in
the green state. It is almost impossible to get a thousand
feet of dry lumber, the products of the mills in the North-
West. The demand being so great the lumber is
all used in the green state. I do not think that
the manufacturers of the North-West ought to have any
great protection on lumber, for the simple reason that their
timber limits have cost them littie or nothing—85
a mile, I consider that thoy have protection enough. The

ple have to pay too much for their lumber, freights
mg very high. Nearly all our lumber has to be imported
from the other side; it is earried for 600 or 700 miles over
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railways, and it would be no hardship to the Provimce of
Ontario if our lumber came in free of duty, while it would
be a great benefit to our North-West. There are several
other things which I do not suppose can be “just now
discussed, but I might say that, as far as our
Province of Manitoba is concerned, we have no need at all
of protection. I might say, whileI am on my feet, that
all the . machinery which we wuse in that country
comes from Ontario at present, and we have to pay
in Manitoba about $60 more for a self-binder and reaper
than is the case across the line in Minnesota, and-about
$5 or $6 more for a breaking plough, the demand being
go great for these articles in the North-West that the
' Canadian manufacturers were not able last season to supply
the demand. The consumer of course has to pay this daty,
and we feel the burden considerably. I think it would be

s move in the right direction to take the duty off lumber, | ‘
' Those going by way of New York are placed on board

and I do net comsider that this would impose any great
hardship on the manufacturers in the North-West, because
at present they cannot supply the demand, while it would
confer a great benefit on the consumers of lumber. It bas
been stated that logs are allowed to enter Manitoba free of
duty, but this does not lessen the price to the consumer in
the least, simply because the demand is greater than the
supply. If we could get lumber from the States oir paying,
like the Americans, $2 a thousand, it would b
muck better. This would be a miove in the right direction
ag far a8 the interests of the North-West Territorfes are
concerned.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew). I do not know that this is
the proper {ime to discuss the question, whether a duty
should be placed on lumber or not; but my hon. triend from
North Norfolk has painted in such dismal terms the ihjuri-
ous effect of the National Policy on the lumber interest of
this country, that I think he will not be disposed to adopt
views laid down by the hon. gentleman who has just spoken
(Mr. Watson). I may say that the statement made by the
hon, Minister of Customs,rthat within a very short time a
very large portion of the lumber used in the North-West
will be exported from the Georgian Bay and that sec-
tion of the country, so far as the information which
[ have been able to obtain correctly, will be borne out
by the hon. member for Bast Simcoe (Mr. Ceok),
who is, as I understand, preparing to export, or has
already exported a considerable quantity of lumber
from Georgian Bay and that section of the country
to the North-West, and I believe is prcpared to make
other exports to it during the next summer. A very short
time must elapse before all the lumber required in the
North-West Territory will be exported from the Provinee
of Ontarie, and if the National Policy is to be .of any
benefit to the people of the Province of Ontarie, it will be
thas obtaimed. I am quite sure that my hon. friend from
.North Norfolk, who depicted in ‘such dismal terms tbe
injurious effest of the National Policy on the lumber

interest, will not be disposed to say that the duty ought to}

be sbrogated on that particular article,
Motion agreed to.

DIRECT STEAMSHIP COMN‘[UNICATION BETWEEN
CANADIAN AND GERMAN PORTS.

Mr. KRANZ, in moving for copies of all correspondence
between any member of this House or other persons and
the Government, in relation to the establishment of direct
steamship communication between Montreal, Quebec, St.
John, New Brunswick, Halifax, and German seaports,
said : I wish to call the attention of the Government, and
of the hon. members of this House, to the necessity of pro-
caring dircct steamboat communication between the various
Canadian ports and Germany. The trade of the United
States with Germany has assumed enormous proportions,

Mr, WazwoN,

‘or Hamlbuz;

while that between Canada and Germany is quite unde-
veloped ; and one of the principal reasons is, I believe, the fact
that no direct communication is at present established
between Canada and Germany, The present mode of
shipping between the countries, via Kngland and the
United  States, is very costly, tedious, and
annoying, I have no doukt that as soon as we have
established direct communication, the enterprising mer-
chants of both countries will find articles which they can
exchange at a profit. In the interest of immigration, it is
most necessary that direct commaunication between Germany

 and Canada should Be procured. At present immigrants com-
- ing trom Germany to Canada either go by way of theUnited
' States or by way of England. In order to go by Englaud they
' are sent from Bremen or Hamburg in small steamers to

ITull, thence by rail to Liverpool, where they get on board
the fine steamers which ply between England and Canada.

the German steamers at Bremen or Hamburg, and go direct
to New York without transshipment, and on arrival in
New York they are taken in hand by active agents
of the various Statés, or of the railway and land companies.

‘Gerntan immigratts are appreciated in the United States,

and very few are allowed to come to Canada. In the

‘interests of immigration I believe the Government counld do
be | nothing better than procure the services of one of the Ger-
‘man steamship companies, If they would run a line of

steamers fortnightly or even monthly direct between Bremen
and the various Canadian ports, I think it
would result most advantageously, and would be the best

‘and most expedient act. that could be done to secure Ger-
‘man immigration. :

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. ‘There is, of couise, no.
objection to the mrotion so far as the correspondence has
been finished or is wow in progress. I quite agree with all
the hon. gentleman has eaid, in the first place, of the great
value to Canada of German immigration, and also in the
regret that so few settlers of that nationality find their way
to this country. The Government have not lost sight of
this question. They have been anxiously endeavoring to

‘establish steam communication with Antwerp, Hamburg,

and Bremen, I am glad to say that at this moment
there are before the Government several communi-
cations - from companies desirous -of establishing lines

|—one to Antwerp, one fo Bremen, and, I think,

one to Hambarg, though I am not quite sure, but
certdinly to Antwerp aud Bremen. The Government will
do everything they ean to encourage the establishment of
such lines-~fortnightly, if possible, and, at all events,

‘monthly; and they are quife prepared, when they can get

a solvent -company giving reasonable assurance of estab-
lishing efficient lines, to [come to Parliament and ask a
liberal subsidy for that very important enterprise.

Motion agreed to.

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION OF
GERMANS.

Mr. KRANZ, in moving for copies of all correspondence
between any member of this House or other persons and
the Government, im relation to the naturalization of
Germans ; also, in relation to German immigration, the
agpointment of Emigrant Agents in Germany, and the
affording of reliable information about Canada to intending

' emigrants; also, 8 copy of the Report and all correspond-

ence with the German Delegates who visited the North-
West Territories in 1881, said: At no period has it
been more advisable and expedient to attract German
immigration to Canada than the present. The wise fis::!
policy of the" present Government has furnished emplvy-
ment to the mechanic and the artizan, and the wise rail-
way policy of the Government and the energetic manner
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sn which the Pacific Railway Company are pushing
forward and finishing their contract, are opening
up millions of acres of land wkich only await
the hands and arms of the seitlers to be broken up and
turned to good account in increasing the prosperity of the
country. The German emigrant, before he leives his
fatherland, gererally reflects 1pon the political status
which he will occapy in the country to which he comes,
and I am very glad that His Excellency and his Govern-
ment have taken steps to afford to the naturalized
subjects of Canada the same. privileges, rights aod ad-
vantages as thye enjoyed by qatural born subjects.
Tn reforence to the appointment of immigration agents in
Germany, 1 believe it would be & good plan, in case direct
steamship communication is established, to have oune or
more good reliable agents in the various seaports of Germany.
The German people, who are used to the paternal care of
their Government, put more trust ia an official agent than
they do in an agent of a shipping company, whose interest
it naturally is to find freight and passengers for his line. It
also affords me great ploasure to state, from correspondence
which I have had with the German delegates who visited
Canada in 1881, that their work has produced good fruit.
By their meanr, Canada, especially the North-West, has
been brought under the notice of the moro wealthy class of
German agriculturists, who had not been reached to such
an extent before, and who could not have been reached in
any better manner than through these delegates, in whom
the German public had confidence, who, on account of their
social standing and their intelligence, were capable of
giving reliable information regarding this country.

Mr. VALIN (Translation). I am glad that the hon. gen-
tleman has made the motion, asking for communications be-
tween Gormany and Canadian ports, which may be the
means of bringing here a large immigration. I know we
want a large number of immigrants, especially to settle our
North-Western Territory. We all know that a large im-
migration will make Capada prosper, that we cannot and
ought not to object to the naturalization of German subjects.
The Germans in the United States are in great numbers
and very gocd citizens. Thoy contribute largely to the
prosperity of that country by their knowledge in agricul-
lure and their industry., The Germans are very good sub-
Jjects, and well versed in the agricultural avts. We have
overything to gain in attracting a large immigration to
this country ; but, Mr. Speaker, we should not forget that
in Lower Canada there are numbers of Canadians who
would like to settle in Manitoba. Still, I am yet to hear
that measures have been taken to afford aid to those people
to enable them to settle in that Province. When immi-
grants arrive at Quebec, the agents of the Immigration
Office make enquiries as to whether they have the means to
pay their passage to Manitoba, Whenever the answer is in
the affirmative, they pay for their tickets; but, if other-
wise, free tickets are given to them. Well, Mr. Speaker,
a large number of our fellow countrymen would be pre-
pared to settle on lands in Manitoba and cultivate them,
thus enhancing the prosperity of that vast territory; but
many have not the means to pay their fare, and if they up-
ply to the Immigration Offico for a free ticket to that
Province, the answer is this: “You live in this country,
and hence you are not entitled to this privilege.” I be-
lieve it is unjust to deny to our own people the means of
establishing themselves in Manitoba; for they would not
only find therein proftable settlement for themselves, but
would also have a share in the prosperity of the country.
I consider that all Canadians asking for a free ticket to
Manitoba by railway, are entitled to the same privileges a8
foreign immigrants. Why not send to Manitoba honest
French-Canadians, Scotchmen or Irishmen who have not
the means to pay their fare thither? I hope that with
thesel fz‘:w rcmarks, the Government, whose coffers are over-

flowing, will help these poor people to settle in Manitoba,
where, through their industry, they will draw from the
land products which will increase the wealth of this coun-
try. We are not opposed to the naturalization of the Ger-
mans; it is a thing which is done in all countries. What
would be the consequence if they were denied the right to
be naturalized ? A country might thus be doprived of the
precious services of men of eminence. Wo have recently
seen a man of Irish extraction at the hoad of the State in
France, and in England the late Prime Minister was of
foreign origin. It is such men who will help us to build a
great country and increase our resources, However I may
be in favor of foreign immigration, still I claim a fair share
of assistance for Canadians who may be unable to pay their
fare to Manitoba. Itis but fair that the Government should
help them, since they contribute, and have for ever so long
contributed, to the resources of this country.

Mr. BLAKE. 1 am very glad the hon. gentleman hus
made this motion, and glad also to learn that some progress
hag been made after the long number of years during which
we have been attempting to perfect our system of natural-
ization. The condition of our naturalization laws has no
doubt beon one of the obstacles in the way of our getting
German immigration. An hon. goentleman who formerly
represented in this House the county from which the hon.
member comes, brought that question before the House
some years ago. There is one thing entirely within our
own power to which I wish to draw attention. My beliof
is, that our domestic plan for accomplishing naturalization
is too vexatious—that it involves too much trouble, Wo
know that there are a great many persons in this country,
who have been here a good many years,who are just as good
and loyal subjects as any wo have, who have no intention
of leaving the country, and whose votes at eloction after
election are rejected because they are not naturalized. An
eagy solution of this difficulty is this, I would pass a law
to make it the duty of any deputy returning officer, when
objection is made of that kind, to administer the natural-
ization oath, to accept the vote and to return a certificato to
the Clerk of the Peace, within ten days after the election,
that he had done so. As to what the hon. member for
Montmorency (Mr. Valin) says, there isa good deal of force
in it, but I have understood the hon. Minister of Agriculture
to say that his settled policy is not to promote, by free
g‘asses, the migration of peoplefrom oneProvince to another,

or us Canadians he does not believe in free passes, and the
hon. gentleman knows that the Government would not even
give a man a free pass to the Senate.

Mr. HESSON. I have special pleasure in seconding the
motion of my hon. friend from Waterloo. This question has
been brought before the House repeatedly, and I had hoped
that some greater progress would have been made by this
Government than has been made in the direction of having it
settled. Ihave nodoubt thereare very great obstacles in the
way of promoting what my hon. friend, and I believe every
man of this House, wishes to see accomplished, that is, the
affording of greater facilities to Germans who desire to leave
their fatherland for Canada. Unless we take some such
steps as he proposes, the bulk of the German emigration
will continue to go to theUnited States. German immigrants
usually fall into the hands of the agents of American ship-
ping or railway companies, and they seldom reach Cavada,
unless they have made up their minds to settle here.
This is & serious matter for our consideration. We have
great tracts of valuable prairie lands waiting for cultiva-
tors, and the experience of every gentleman who has
had the pleasure of knowing whbat German immi-
grants and settlers are, is that you cannot find a better

class of citizeas. I say this from my own knowledge,
having lived for the last thirteon or fourteen years among
There are no paupers among the

_the German element.
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German immigrants, They are all able to take care of
themselves until they reach this country. I do not think
they will ask for free passes from one Province to another,
nor do they want cheaper rates than other people; but
what they require is, that a little paternal attention bo paid
to them in the Old Country before starting. Some one
should be on hand to direct them where to go, and some
one should be here to receive them on their arrival. We
might well afford to have more than one agent in Germany,
whose population is of so migratory a character, and to pay
better than we do. Our agent there is so indifferently paid
that he cannot afford to give more than a third of his time
for the small remuneration he receives. His allowance is
the small one of $1,000, which certainly does not show any
desire on the part of this Govervment to promote emigra-
tion from that country. 1t gives me much pleasure to see
that some progress is being made in the question of

. naturalization, which is one of great interest to the
Germans. On arriving here they find themselves unable to
take their position as citizens, and unable to revisit
their fatherland, if they had not previously received per-
mission to leave its shores. I am glad now they cannot
only come out to Canada, but also revisit the fatherland;
and one of those going home again will be of more use as
an immigration agent than the expenditure of perhaps
thousands of dollars for the purpose of having shipping
agents. I am pleased to endorse hfr Kranz'sremarks. He
and 1 live in counties largely peopled by Germans, and
know from experience their value as citizens, and how
desirable it is that we should obtain as large as possible an
influx of that element into our unoccupied territory. It is
the duty of this-Government to see that everything is done
to facilitate immigration from Germany into Canada.

Mr. COCKBURN. Iam very glad this question has
been brought up. I know of a case of great hardship that
occurred last summer in & township where the magistrate,
a continuous resident for some fifteen years, and others who
had lived there fifteen or twenty years, were prevented
from voting, although they had voted at previous elec-
tions. The scrutineer read the Statute, and tihe con-
sequence was these men, being very conscientious, were
afraid to take the oath and vote. I hope the Government
will see that some provision is made whereby bond fide
residents can be naturalized, and not allow cases of this kind
1o occur. ’

Mr. VALIN said that the hon. leader of the Opposition
had not understood what he had said, and had entirely
reversed the meaning of his remarks. '

Mr. LANDERKIN moved the adjournment of the debate.

Motion agreed to; and (at 6 o'clock, p.m.) the House
adjourned,

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Faipay, 20d March, 1883,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PrAvERS.

INTERNAL ECONOMY COMMISSION.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD presented a Message from
His Excellency the Governor-General,

Mr. SPEAKER read the message, as follows :—

Logxz.

The Governor-General iramsmits to the House of Commons, an
approved Minute in Council, appointing the Right Honorable Sir John
A, Macdonald, Minister of the Interior; the Honorable Sir Leonard

Mr. Hxsson, :

Tilley, Minister of Finance; the Honorable Sir Charles Tupper,
Minister of Railways and Canals, and the Honorable Sir Hector
Langevin, Minister of Public Works, to act with the Speaker ot the
House of Commons, as Comumissioners for the purposes and under the
provisions of the Act 31 Victoria, Chapter 37, intituled: An Act
respecting the Internal Economy of the House of Commons, and for
other purposes.

GoverNMENT Housk,
OrTawa, 18t March, 1883,

OFFICIAL REPORT OF DEBATES.

Mr., WHITE (Cardwell) presented the first report of
the Select Committee appointed to supervise the Official
Report of the Debates, as follows :—

The attention of the Oommittee having been called to the fact that
the contractor for the translation of the Debates, and some of his
asgistants, are employés of the House, and receiving remuneration as
such, they recommend that no contractor for the Debates, or any
portion thereof, or any of his employés, shall be permitted to continue,
or be on the Staff of the House.

BILL' INTRODUCED.

The following Bill was introduced, and read the first
time :—

Bill (No. 44) to incorporats the Grange Trust, Limited.—
(Mr. White, Cardwell.)

PUBLIC LANDS CONSOLIDATION BILL.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD in introducing Bill (No.
45) further to amend and consolidate the several
Acts respecting the Public I.ands .of the Dominion
thercin montioned, said: This Bill is substantially the
Bill that was introduced last Session, but which, in conse-
quence of the pressure of other business, did not go through.
It contains some amendments and additions to the Bill of
last year, and as they are scattered over the whole Bill, I will
not endeavor to explain them now. The Bill is ready for
distribution, and every opportunity will be given hon.
members to examine it.

Mr. BLAKXTE asked that the amendments be noted on the
Bill.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD said he would give special
instructions to the Law Clerk to see this done.

Bill read the first time.

BANK ACT AMENDMENT.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved that the House resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole to consider the following
resolution :—

That it is expedient further to amend the Bank Act (34 Victoria, Chap-~
ter 5)—by providing for the more regularand earlier transmission of the
certified list of shareholders to Government, and imposing & penalty for
contravention of such provision ; and by imposing penalties—on banks
allowing the amourit of their notes in circulation to be in excess of that
limited by law—or holding a less amount of their cash reserves in Dom-~
inion notes, than is required by law ; on banks neglecting to make up
their monthly returns within the time prescribed by law, or contraven-
ing any provision of Sections 40 or 43 or of the Sections 46 or 51 of the
Bank Act; and by amending the form of the mounthly returns and the
provisions respecting parties unlawfully styling themselves banks, or
assuming any desigreation implying that they are acting as a chartered

- | bank.

He said : In moving this resolution it may be as well to
state the provisions in the Bill that I propose submitting
on the passage of this resolution. Under the law as it
stands, the list of shareholders must be submitted to Parlia-
ment, There have been several Sessions in which some of
the banks failed to comply with the provisions of the Act.
The attention of the banks was called to the fact
that the returns were not all made sufficiently full, and
last Session the returns were more general than they had
been previonsly. At the same time it has been considgred ad-
visable that the returns should be forwarded to the Finance
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Minister and submitted to Parliament within a reasonable
time and printed. At gresent the latter course is in_the
hands of the Printing Committee, and the returns received
are printed about once in three years. There are many
reasons why it is thought dosirable by the Government
that the returns should be submitted every year and

rinted. Great changes often take place in some of
the banks in reference to the stockholders, and it is desir-
able the public should be in possession of these changes
every year. It is provided by law that the circnlation be
limited, but it is found the circulation of banks, at times,
exceeds the amount limited by their charters. There are
no conditions or provisions in the Act, at present, by which
a penalty is imposed for the violation of such provisions,
and it only remains for Parliamont to deal with the viola-
tion by & repeal of the charter, if Parliament thought it of
sufficient importance. In Great Britain, the law is that in
the case of any circulation in excess of what is authorized
by Parliament, the penalty imposed is equal to the excess of
circulation. It is not proposed in this case that the penalty
shall be as severe as that, becanse there are cases in which
banks having numerous branches, and anxious, for various
reasons, to have their full circulation out, it sometimes
occurs that although the managers and presidents do not
desire it, the circulation exceeds what is allowed by law.
In cases of that kind it is proposed to provide that where
the circulation does not exceed a certain sum, which sum
would not be exceeded where it i3 a matter that they had
not entire control of—or at least they had control of it in
their anxiety to have the circulation' out to the
fullest extent—the penalty should be limited, and then
the penalty should be increased according to the excess
of the circulation beyond the smaller sums named. At any
rate that should be of a sufficient character to prevent its
being an object for the bank to increase the circuiation, and
at the same time be enabled to pay the penalty and
make money out of the operation. The third is imposition
of a penalty where the banks have less than forty per cent.
of Dominion notes in reserve as required by law. It
is proposed to make the penalty light, but sufficient
to be effectual. In the Act as it stands at present, banks
are compelled to pay to any person who makes application
$50 in one or two dollar notes. This was thought desirable
because great difficulty occurred in various parts of the
Dominion in obtaining small notes,and the banks frequently
refused to give them. They were not bound to do it and it
was not their interest to do it, but in order to provide for
this it was made a condition in the renewal of the charter
that they should furnish $50 of Dominion notes in one or two
dollar bills, and it is proposed to make that $60, includ-
ing $4 bills, as we have now a circulation of that kind.
Then it is proposed to add to the monthly returns the
amount of the reserve fund and the rate per cent. of the
last dividend. The Banking Act requires that no bank
shall pay a dividend in excess of 8 per cent. until they
have a reserve of 20 per cent. There is no provision
in the law at present requiring returns showing what their
last dividend was or what their reserves are. Therefore, it
18 not in the power of the Government to know whether
they are acting in accordance with that condition of the
Act. Then a small sum shall be imposed for neglect in
sending in the returns as required by law. At present the
Act requires that the returns shall bo forwarded to the hon.
Minister of Finance ten days after the close of the monthly
returns, Some banks having extonded their operations to
Manitoba and the North-West, it is found difficult to
obtain these returns in time to send them in within
ten days, and it is proposed to extend the time to twenty
days, and to impose a small penalty if they are not made
within thattime. Then there is a provision in the law
which was intended to prevent private individuals from
adopting the name of a gank, as has been done in various

arts of the Dominion. There is, for instance,  Clarke’s

anking House,” “ The Farmers' Banking House,” *“ John-
stone’s Bank,” “Hay’s Banking House,” *“The Orono
Banking House,” *Scott's Banking fHouse,” * The Mahon
Banking Company,” “The Mitchell Banking Com-
pany,” “The N. Hayes Loan and Ezchange Bank,”
and several others which have used terms that
are calculated to mislead the public. The object is
to prevent any ]l)]ersons from assuming the name of a
bank unless they had a charter from the Parliament of
Canada. Many persons have thus been misled, and it is
now pretty well understood that, in some cases, these com-
panies have been taking large deposits made by persons
who supposed they were regularly constituted banks, under
the authority of Parliament, and with the security that is
given by the Banking Act. There can be no objections to
John Jones or William Smith calling themselves bankers,
that would be perfectly understood ; but the object is to
prevent them using such terms as will lead the public to
believe that they are & chartered banking company, or
using the name of a chartered bank. For instance,
in some cases, like the Molson’s Bank—of course
that bank took the name, 1 believe, of the originator,
and one of the founders of the institution. In one case
a person has taken his own name—I do not name it at
present, but I will suppose it is the Joney Bank. Well,
these are all calculated to mislead parties who may be
induced to make deposits there, from the fact that a highor
rate of interest is offered, the depositors supposing that
they have all.the proteetion given in the cace of a chartered
bank. Then there is a provision in the general Act that
banks are not permitted to make advances on bank stocks,
ships, lands, &c., and a penalty is imposed in such cases.
Next, a new section is introduced by which banksin Prince
Edward Island, British Columbia and Manitoba will be
brought under that provision of the Banking Act which
establishes certain public holidays in the other Provinces,
providing that when a note falls due on that day, itis to
be paid on a certain day, and it is proposed to repeal that
section and make it applicable to all the Provinces except
the Province of Quebec, which was omitted. These are
the provisions contained in the Bill based upon this resolu-
tion. As I stated, it was not contemplated, when this was
framed, to prevent any parties from acting as agents of a
bank, and, therofore, the last six words in this resolution I
propose to strike out. I move the House into Commitice on
the resolation.

Motion agreed to; and House resolved itself into Com-
mittee.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. BLAKE. I would ask the hon. gentleman to read
briefly the enactment he proposes to mike with refercnce
to private bankers.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The section referring to that
is as follows: —

Section 10 of the Act 43 Victoria, Chapter 22 is hereby amonded by
inserting between the word * bank’’ and the word ‘' without’ on the
third line thereof the words ‘‘ banking companies shall not use the term
banking company, banking houee, banking association banking institu-
tion, or banking agency or any word or designation which would cause

it to seem as8 if such persons were a company carrying on business as &

chartered bank.’’

Mr. BLAXE. I remember when this clause was intro-
duced into the Act. It was in the course of the progress of
the Bill through Committee, and on the motion, I think, of
the hon. member now presiding over our deliberations,
and wo had some little discussion on it. While there was a
disposition to agree to the prohibition of the use of the term
“banking,” which we have generally understood to mean a
chartered bank, there was at that time a disposition,
certainly on the part of the Committee, to go further in the
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way of restriction ; and the proposition of the hon. gentle-
man which did go further was altered and limited, as well
as I can remember, to this singleword ¢ bank.” Whatever
is commonly understood by universal usage to signify an
incorporated institution under the gencral law, it may be
of course improper to allow private individuals to use; but
the hon. Minister’s proposal goes a very long way. Bank-
ing company, banking institution, and banking house, are
not terms which are generally supposed to be the proper
mode of describing incorporated banks. A banking house
as a commercial house is indicative rather of a private cor-
poration and private actions than of an incorporated com-
pany and corporative action. While Iagree that the public
ought to be protected, to a certain extent, against a state of
things under which a man may appear to be carrying on
business as a corporation when he is only doing 80 as an
individual or as member of a firm : on the other band, I am
aware that those private institutions which discharge a
portion of the banking business are of very great use to
the country. There are a great many of them, and they
supply the needs of very many localities where it would be
nuite impossible that agencies of incorporated banks could
be established ; and anything which would tend unneces-
garily to cripple their operations, and interfere with the
facilitier of the public to obtain the accommodation which
they wish, should not prevail,

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. There is no desire on the |

part of the Government to cripple any such firm or organiza-
tion or banking operation. It has been urged by some of
those engaged in such banking business that there should
be no change made. When asked why, the answer given
was Lecause the present condition of things gave them a
status, There is no desire to improperly interfere with
them in any manner, but to provide that the public who
deal with those establishments should know they are not
banks, or banking companies, or associations chartered
under Act of Parliament. When the Bill is introduced
there will be time to consider the varinus details of it, and if
it is thought desirable to amend it, we will be glad to con-
gsider any proposal.

Mr. MACKENZIE. While I do not doubt the power of
the House to prevent any corporation or individual per-
forming the ordinary functions of a bank, assuming deposits
and issuing bills, and doing such business as banks charterod
by Parliament, I doubt exceedingly whether we have the
power to prevent an individual assuming any designation
or name ho may think proper. I do not know whether the
hor. Minister has considered that point or not.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. We have supposed we had
the power, but 1 will consider the point as the hon.
gentleman has called my attention to it.

Resolution reported.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY intrcduced Bill (No. 46)
turther to amend the Act entitled an Act relating to Banks
and Banking and the several Acts amending the same.

Bill read the first time.

CUSTOMS ACTS CONSOLIDATION.

Mr. BOWELL moved that the House resolve itself into
Committee of the Whole, to consider the following resolu-
tion :(— i

That it is expedient to consolidate the various Acts respecting the
Customs, and to amend the same, 80 28 to make the various provisions
consistent, and to remove dcubts as to the construction of certain other
provisions, and others necessary for better carrying out the principles
embodied in the said Acts; and among other things :—

1. To give additional facilities and remedies for the collection of Cus-
toms duti~s, and penalties and forfeitures, and for the preventioa of
smuggling and otber frauds on the revenue, and for the punishment of
contraventions of the Customs Law.

2. Ta provide for the granting of a rebate of duty upon damaged goods
paying specific duties.

Mr. BLAKE,

3 To specify the terms upon which bonds given for the due exporta-
tion of goods may be cancelled.

4. To make provision for the delivery of warehouse goods as ships’
stores to vessels bound for and engaged in the deep-sea fisheries.

5. To provide for the punishment of persons unlawfully gaining access
to or removing bonded goods in railway cais.

6. To make better provision for arriving at decisions with respect to
and with respect to penalties and for-

seizures or detentions of goods
lease of such goods or remission of such

feitures, and to the terms for re
penalties or forfeitures.

He said: I do not think it is necessary to enter into -
a discussion at the present moment of the various amend-
ments which are suggested in this Bill. As the resolution
indicates, it is proposed to consolidate the Customs laws as
they now appear on the Statute-book in the variety of
amendments which have been passed during the past four
or five years. It is also to give additional facilities for the
collection of revenue, and to place within the power of the
Government the enforcing of the penalties for contra-
vention of the law, and also to provide for the granting ‘of
a rebate of duty upon damaged goods paying specific
duties. Under the present law provision is made for pay-
ing duties upon the dctual value of the goods, paying
ad valorem duty when damaged, either coming into the
country or in traxsitu to the port to which they are sent.
There has been no provision made for making a rebate
on the value of goods paying a specific duty, excepting,
however, the amendment of last yocar, with refer-
ence to the duties paid on grain when damaged
make its provisions apply to all classes of goods paying
by water, The proposition of the amendment is to
specific as well as ad valorem duty, which may have been
damaged, either on voyage or oa railways, after they have
arrived in the country. 1 think that the House will at once
see that this is an equitable provision, and should be applied
to all classes of goods imported into Canada. The 3rd
clause specifies the terms on which bonds given for exported
goods may be cancellel. At present goods which are
ex-warehoused—say, for instance, Newfoundland or St.
Pierre —have the bonds cancelled on the production of a
certificate, as the law says, of any respectable person
living on these Islands, or in the country to which the
goods may be sent. There is no doubt that frauds
to a very great extent have bcen perpetrated under this
provision. We provide for the making of tho certificate
upon which the cancellation of these bonds shall be made
by an officer of Customs, or by some other official in the
place to which the goods were exported. This is also
in the interest of legitimate trade, and will prevent, to
a very great extent, the frauds which in the past have been
perpetrated under the law. The 4th clause makes pro-
vision for the ex-warchousing of goods and ships’
stores for vessels engaged in the deep-sea fisheries,
Under the 69th clause of the Customs Act as it now stands
on the Statute-book, these rebates can only be made for ves-
sels of a certain size. That clause was relaxed by my predeces-
sor in order to meetsome cases which came under his notice;
and we have also found it necessary, in the interest of those
engaged in this great industry of the Maritime Provinces,
to make still further concessions, so we thought it
better, that the clause should be amended so as to make it
applicable to all vessels, no matter of what size or of what
tonnage, provided that they were engaged legitimately in
the business of fishing; and also, to provide that in case
of any wviolation of this extension of the law by reland-
ing goods, the parties offending shall be punished
severely. I am under the impression the House
will recognize the correctness of this principle ; for
there is no reason why smaller vessels should
not have the same privileges, provided that the -
regulations be so carried out as to prevent the reland-
ing of the goods, and their entry into consumption.
Under the present law there is no provision made for
punishing 'persons unlawfully engaged in getting
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access to bonded railway cars. As to the provisions for
bonding goods in warehouse, the lax is quite ample;
but there is great doubt whether it applies, a3 it now
stands, 1o bonded railway cars passing through the country.
We have had no little difficulty in this respect, and it was
thought better, in order that there might be no misunder-
standing of the law on this point, to make this change.
The 6th provision makes better provision for arriving at a
decision with respect to the seizures gf smuggled goodg, and
of enforcing any decision which may be given.
Iam nota lawyer, but I know that in many cases some
legal gentlemen have advised persons, whose goods weroe
seized and penalties imposed, that while under the law
the goods could be rotained, and forfeited, and sold,
there was no provision in the law for the collection of any
penalty which might be imposed eitber by a court or by
the Department ; provision is made, in cascs of this kind,
not only for the imposition, but for the collection of fines by
legal process. There are a number of other amendments
by which, I think, when the Bill is before the House,
the members will see that the law ig, to a very great
extent, simplified, and a large quantity—if I may use
that expression—of words to express one idea in
the old law, which appears to have been copied from
laws previously in existence, for, perhaps, half a
century, are struck out, making the meaning as plain
as possible 8o as to protect the revenue, and to enable the
Department to administer the law easier and better than
has been the case in the past, and in the general interest of
the trade. I shall ask tho Iouse, when this question is
before them—as it affects the whole trade of the country—
to consider it very carefully; and when we arrivo at the
different clanses, I trust, I shall be cnabled to give
such explanations as the House may require or desire.

Motion agreed to; and House resolved itself into Com-
mittee.
(In the Committee.)

Mr. BURPEE (St. John). I would like to ask the
Minister of Customs whether when the Bill is introduced
the old sections of the law will be placed in the margin
for the purposes of comparison.

Mr. BOWELL. All the amendments proposed are con-
tained in this Bill.

Mr. BURPEE. IfI understood right, this is a consoli-
dation of the Customs law, and the changes made might be
noted in the margin. The hon. gentleman speaks of
requiring certificates of officers of Customs, what will be
done where there are no Customs officers, which is the
case in many inland places.

Mr. BOWELL. I intendel, and think I did
say, that a certificate must be given either by
some Customs official, or by some other official. The
House will see, that to base the cancellation of & bond upon
a certificate purporting to be signed by some respect-
able person, is no protection to the revenue whatever. My
hon. friend’s experience in the management of the Customs
Depa::tment proved this at least, that it was impossible
for him or ‘any of his officers to tell whether these
certificates were bond fide or mnot, particularly when
coming from St. Pierre or from the different out-
ports of Newfoundland. Tt is impossible for anyone to
say, whether these certificates were bond fide or not, and
In order to protect the revenue, it is absolutely necessary
to make some provision, 8o as to have certificates from
Some person in an official position. I admit that, to a
certain extent, it is a restriction upon that particular class
of trade ; but when the privilege is given to a merchant
to ex-warechouse his goods frece of duty after they have

0 in bond perhaps for months, and sometimes for

years, he should be asked at lcast to produce such a cer-
tificate of their landing in a foreign port as would be
acceptable to the Customs. With reference to placing
the amended sections in the margin, the changes are so
voluminous in their character,—the Bill containing some
248 clauses—that the hon. gentleman will seo that this is
almost impossible; and as we have changed at least the
larger number of the clauses, it will be almost impossible
to act on the suggeslion made by the hon. gentleman who
has just spoken.

Mr. BURPEE (8t. John). I know we had great diffi-
culty in that 1espect, and I quite agree with the hon. Min-
ister of Customs when he says it is neeessary, as far as pos-
sible, to have a certificate given by an officer of the Customs,
At that time I remember we had correspondence with the
Customs officers of Newfoundland aund with the officer at
Halifax, and we had recommendations fiom tho officers
there to such persons as were thought capable of signing a
certificate, and these came in turn to the officer at Halifax.
I quite agree that if the hon. Minister can get an official of
the Government it is better to do so than to have anyone
else perform the service.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex). I see the hon. Minister of
Customs provides in the second clause for the granting of a
rebate upon damaged goods paying specific duties. Will
he be kind enough to tell us how he is to determine
the question of damage—how it is to bo ascortained, and
with whom the final determination of the rebate rests ? Is

it with the hon. Minister himseif or with the Department

of Customs, or how?

Mr. BOWELL. The law, as it stands, makes provi-
sion for arriving at the amount of the damage done to any
goods paying an ad valorem duty, We propose to word the
clause so as to make the same principle applicable to goods
paying specific duties; that is, if the goods are appraised for
acertain amount, and it is found thatthey were damaged say
to the extent of 50 per cent., thon the specific duty would
be reduced in proportion. Provision is also made that the
appraisal of the goods shall be made either by the appraisers
at the port, or by merchants appointed especially for the
purpose. For the information of the hon. member for
St. John (Mr. Burpee), I may say that it has been
under contemplation—and we propose tlo enter into
negotiation with tho Dritish Government with that
object—to appoint, at our recommendation, what might
be termed a Consul at St. Pierre. We know that great
frands have been perpetrated by goods Leing ex-ware-
housed and then brought back on certificates which may or
may not have been manufactured, so far as I know. If we
have an officer of our own we would insist on the certificates
of that officer in all cases before allowing the bonds to be
cancelled. I think the hon, gentleman had the same ques-
tion under consideration when he was in the Department,
but it was not successfully decided at that time; but I hope
we will soon be able to settle it satisfactorily.

Mr. BLAKE. I hope that when the Bill is printed the
hon, gentleman will take care that there is an indicationon
the margin of such clauses as remain unaltercd, and that on
the margin of those clauses which are altered, reference
will be made to the clauses of the Acts which are amended.
Wo would then be able to understand when we were deal-
ing with an unamended clause of the original Act.

Mr. BOWELL. I will ascertain how fur the marginal
notes have been printed, and if not too late will act upon
the suggestion.

Mr. BLAKE. The same arrangement was made with
the Dominion Lands Act.

Mr. BOWELL. I think, however, the notes would
require to be more numerous in this case.



102 COMMONS

DEBATES. MarcH 2,

Mr. BLAKE, No, I think not. The hobn. gentleman has
said, and said rightly, this Bill is one of great interest
to the whole commercial community, and that being the
caso I hope it will be got through the printing department
as fast as possible, 80 as to have it generally circulated be-
fore it is passed.

Mr. BOWELL. I have been promised it on Tuesday for
circulation, but of course if the hon. gentleman’s suggestion
about the marginal votes is carried ont, it will requirc some
days more to have the Bill printed.

Resolution reported.

Mr. BOWELL introduced Bill (No. 34) to amend and
consolidate the Acts respecting the Customs.

Bill read the first time.

KING’S COUNTY (P.E.I) ELECTION.

On the Orders of the Day being called,

Mr. BLAKE. T observe that the Order for resuming
the debate on the motion of the hon, member for West
Huron, does not appear on the papers.

Mr, SPEAKER. It lLas always been the practice that
when a debate takes placo on a motion which does not
appear on the paper, and the debate is adjourned, the order
for the resumption of the debate does mnot appear on
the paper as itstill remainsa question of privilege. If the
debate had been ordered {o be resumed at a particular
time, then it would have appeared on the Order' paper, bat
not otherwise. That was the practice tollowed in 1880, on
motion regarding the Lennox election; the debate was
adjourned, but the Order did not appear on the paper.

Mr. BLAKE. In consequence of its being a question
of privilege ?

Mr. MACKENZIE. Then it has precedence.

Mr. BLAKE. T believe an arrangement was made that
the debate should not be resumed till Tuesday, to which, of
course, my hon. friend the member for West Huron will-
ingly assented.

Mr. SPEAKER. It can either be made an Order for
Tuesday, or still remain a matter of privilege.

Mr. BLAKE. Better have it remain a maiter of privilege
on the understanding that it comes on Tuesday.

MONEY REQUIRED FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICEL.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY, in moving the third reading of
Bill (No. 21) to authorize the rasing by way of loan
of certain sums of money required for the Public Service,
said : A question was asked by the hon. leader of the Oppo-
sition the other day, with reference to the agreement made,
but I find it was laid before the House last Session,

Mr. BLAKE. Yes, I saw it. I would like the hon. gentle-
man - to state what is the total amount of sinking fund
applicable to this particular loan which is proposed
to be redecmed. In his former statement he gave us
only, as I understood, the figures of the amount of this par-
ticular loan which had been purchased out of tho sinking
fund and the loan ; but of course it was not necessary that
the whole sinking fund should be applied in these par-
ticular secarities, and it may be that a portion of the sink-
ing fund is in other securities. I would like to know how
much we are going to issue afresh and how much in con-
sequence of the reservation in the Bill, which anthorizes
only the difference between the sinking fund and the whole
amount of the b per cent. loan. I have another sugges-
tion which seems to me to deserve some consideration. The
Bill says, ¢ such additional sum or sums of money to bo
raised by way of loan,” and reference is made to 35 Victoria
and to 38 Victoria, Upon referring to 38 Victoria, which,

Mr. BoweLL.

among other things, authorizes the issue of stock, instead
of debentures, I find what appears to me to be an error—
perhaps a clerical error but still an important one, The
Act says : ,

“ The Governor in Council may authorize the creation, is3ue and sale
of Dominion stock, bearing interest at the rate of 4 per centum per
annum, under the same provisions under which he may authorize the
creation, issue and sale of such stock bearing interest at the rate of 5
per centum peraonum ; and wherever in the Act, 35 Vie., Chap. 6, cited
in the title of this Act, the words ¢ Five per cent. Dominion stock,’ or
the words 'Five per cent. stock’ occur, the words ‘ Four per cent.
Dominion stock, or’ or ¢ Four per cent. stock, or’ shall be underatood
ag inserted before them respectively. and the provisions of the said Act
shall apply equally to Dominion stock bearing either rate of interest.”
Bat when I turn to 35 Victoria, I find that 6 por cent., and
not § per cent., stock is mentioned, and consequently there
does not seem to be any authority to issue 4 per cent. stock
at all, because that authority depends onan Act authorizing
what was supposed to be the issue of 5 per cent, stock, but
which is in reality, as the Act is printed, 6 per cent. I
would - suggest to the hon. gentleman, that in the other
Chamber he should take ths necessary steps—if my inter-
pretation of the Act be correct—to insert an amending
clause making it clear that he has power toissue 4 per cent.
stock, which I do not think he has now. :

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Iam not aware; I did not
examine the Actcarefully. T think the only difference was
that the snbsequent Act hud reference to 5 per cents instead
of 6 per cents. It just became a question whether it was neces-
sary to have legislation in order to exchange these partica-
lar Joans. It was thought possible that we might have
power under the Act; but on the whole we thought it
better to come and ask for the authority without reference
to the Act. I think thore are about £400,000 of 5 per
cent. securitics held as security for other loans, in addition
to tho sinking fund of this particular loan. However, I
will look into the matter, and, if there is anythingin the
hon. gentleman’s suggestion we will have the Bill amended
in the other House.

Mr. BLAKE. Perbaps the hon, gentleman will take a
future opportunity to inform the House how much of the
sinking fund belongs to this particular loan,

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I will do so.
Bill read the third time.

PREVENTION OF FRAUD IN RELATION TO
PUBLIC CONTRACTS.

On tie Order for the House to go into Committee on Bill
(No. 5) for the better prevention of fraud in relation to
contracts involving the expenditure of public moneys, being
read,

Mr. CASGRAIN. According to the agreement we came
to yesterday, I move that thisorder be discharged, and that
the Bill be referred to a Select Committee, composed of the
following gentlemen, whose names have been given to me
by the leader of the Government: Messrs. Amyot, Cameron,
(Huron), Casgrain, Costigan, Gironard (Jacques Cartier),
Kilvert, Rykert, Tupper (Pictou), and Weldon. Of course
since I had to agree to send the Bill to a Select Committee,
I cannot help accepting the names given to me, but I mast
remark that there is too great a preponderance of the sup-
porters of the Government upon it. I thought that & Com-
mitlee, consisting of four Government supporters and three
members of the Opposition, might have been satisfactory.
However, I will accept the Committee, as the hon. gentle-
man is all powerful at present. ‘

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. We will- not quarrel
aboutthe numbers, It is not a political question. The
House has adopted the principle; and a Committee will
report upon it.

Order discharged, and Bill referred to a Select Committe,
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TRIALS BEFORE COUNTY JUDGES.

RTSON (Hamilion) moved the sccond reading
of %fll ?I?c? EI:I) to amgnd the; law in reference io tiial of

cases before the County Judges’ Criminal Court,

2 RON (Huron). I think the hon. gentleman
ouglft gAng; some (explana)tion of the principle of the Bill,
and the neeessity of introducing it into Parliameut. If, how-
ever, he proposes to refer it to aSelcct Committee, where it
can i)e carefully considered, I for one vylll not object to tho
second reading. I think changes of this kind should not be
made hastily, and I trust the hon. I:‘n'st Minister will see
that it is referred to a Select Committee.

\ BERTSON (Hamilton). I have no objection to
thy ]I;ulll2 geing referred(to a Select Committee, but I do not
think thatis necessary. The object of the Bill is to extend
the law in the direction indicated by the Act. At prosent,
a person in Ontario or Quebec, charged Wltha crime triable
bafore the Scssions, may, if he is committed to gaol, chgos_e
to be tried summarily, before the County Judges Crimi-
nal Court in Ontario or before a Judge of the Province of
Quebec. There are many cages, in which persons are not
committed to gaol for trial, but are bound over, and I sub-
mit that they also should have the right to bo tried sum-
marily if they choose. If the evidence against an accused
person is very strong, the chances are in ninety-nine
cases out of every hundred, that he will be committed to gaol ;
bot if the evidence against him is slight the magistrate
binds him over to answer the charge before the next
court of .competent jurisdiction, in which case he cannot
have a speedy trial unless he chooses to surrender him-
gelf in discharge of his bail ard co into close custody.
Now I submit that that is a case in which a person should
have the right to say : I will waive the right to be tried by
jury, and would prefer being brought before a County
Judge out of Séssion without a jury. That is the object of
this Bill. It merely extends the law as it now is to cases
where persons are bound over, and not committed for trial.
1 do not see, myself, there can be any objection at all to it. 1
have had numerous communications from not only County
Judges, but from Crown Attorneys in Ontario, and they all
approve of this proposed amendment. I have no objections
whatever to refer the Bill toa Special Committce, but really it
appears to me the principle is 8o well understood from our
experience in the working of the law, as it now stauds, that
there is no reason why it should not be extended.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. If my hon. friend
will send his Bill to a Special Committee, I have
no objection to the second reading ; otherwise I bave, I
have rather a strong opinion against the extension of the
principle of allowing persons to choose their own courts,
and get rid of the publicity which ought to follow
crime, and publicity is one of the preventatives of
crime. I am strongly against the extension of the princi-
ple which would enable the party who has committed a
crimo, to avoid public shame, and cover up his crime as
much as possible by getting a summary judgment against
him in a private way. I will not oppose the second read-
ing if my hon. friend will send the Bill to a Special Com-
mittee.

Mr. BLAKE. There is no doubt whatever that what the
hoo. gentleman has said is true, that a pablic trial is a de-
terant. There is no doubt also that publicity in the trial
itself is an important element in the thoroughness of the
trial and the justice of the result. Things are done in a
more solemn manner under the public gaze than in many
of these County Court trials, whore a man is brought up
early in the morning and tried, perhaps in the Justice’s
room, accompanied by a policeman and with a counsel on
each side. Everything is slurred over, and the expedition
with which the trial takes place, favors especially the old

criminal.  He goes in under an alias, and it is very much
better for him to get a speedy trial and plead guilty, rather
than wait for the Assizos, because he gets only the mitigated
penalty that applies to the first offence, when, if there wero
delay and further efforts made to ascertain his identity, he
would get a much severer penalty. This has been the case
vory frequently. We have seen men convicted on the first
offence, who, had their record been known, would have
been convicted upon the second or third offence and sent for
a long term of years to a penitentiary, both in the interests
of society and in their own interests, as a lasthope for them-
selves for retorm. I throw out the same suggestion to tho
hon. gentleman oppo:ite, as important for the consideration
of those entrusted with the criminal law, that something
should be done to give a greater moasure of publicity and
solemnity to trials, as was embraced in the measure I took
the liberty of moving, with but scant success, two or threc
years ago in this House, with the view of giving facilities
for tho identification of men once convicted, so that they
might in future receive the increased penalty that the inter-
ests of society and thomselves demanded.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton). It appears to me ovi-
dent, while 1 agree to a very great extent with the argu-
ments made use of by the right hon. leader of the House and
the hon, member for Wost Durham, that their remarks
are more applicable o the man who is charged
with a crime and is committed for trial, than to
the individual T seek to reach by my Bill. As I said before,
the presumption in the first place iy that a man is innocent
until proven guilty, and in the second place when the
magistrate, after having hoard the case in the preliminary
examination, finds that the evidence is so weak,
that he does not fcel justified in committing the prisoner
to jail and refusing bail, thero is mno reason for refus-
ing the speedy trial, provided for in my Bill. I
agree with almost every word that has been said
with reference to the desirability of giving those trials
more publicity. I believeitis very desirable that something
should be dono in the direction of making these speedy
trials as public as possible. I know from experionce scoies of
people who were hardened criminals,generally speaking, who
would choose to be tried in the quiet way in which they are
tried before the Judges of the Criminal Courts, rather than
be tried before a jury, on account of publicity. 1t appears
to me that is a reason why the law, as it now stands, should
be amended in the direction suggested, by making these
trials more public or clse abolishing them altogether. Tho
motive I have is that we may reach the parties who are not
8o likely to be guilty, as the partics who are committed.
However, if the Bill is referred to a Special Committee, 1
hope to show to that Committee, and through it to the
House, that, in consequence of the law standing as it is,
there is good reason for this Bill.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. We are pretty well agroed
as to the necessity of having more publicity to these trials,
and that summary trials of this kind are mnot to be
encouraged. The more we consider the question, the more
we see the importance of publicity as a deterant to crime.
I would suggest, therefore, that the hon. gentleman should
read his Bill'a second time, and allow it to stand for a Com-
mittee of the Whole on Monday ; and that between now and
then a carefully selected Special Committee should be
named, to which would be referred not only this Bill, but
the consideration of the whole question of summary trials.

Bill read the second time.

CONSOLIDATED RAILWAY ACT, 1879.

Mr. MULOCK, in moving the second reading of Bill (No.
15) to amend the Consolidated Railway Act, 1879, eaid :
The object of the Bill is to prevent, what is now going on
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in Ontario to a large oxtent, the practical amalgamation of
railways. Whilst we know that railways, without special
power, are not entitled tolease other roads or to be leased,
or amalgamate with other railways, still by the Consolida-
ted Railway Act they can, at least, for twenty-one years,
part completely with their independent character. In the
Province of Ontario we have seen this power exercised in
a way which was certainly rot in‘the interest of the country
nor in gcod faith with the people, who were served by the
railways. We have ceen railways incorporated and aided
by the public on the supposition and on the distinct repre-
sentation to the people, that they were to be competing
lines, and to have an independent existence. With that
understanding large sums of money have at various times
been voted by the people as bonuses to such railways. In
illustration of this statement, I may refer to at least
one railway. The Hamilton and North-Western Rail-
way was brouglit into practical existence on the repre-
sentation to the people that they would have for all
time a competing line. No sooner, however, was it
nearly constracted than it entered into a pooling
ing arrangemeont under the provisions of the Consolidated
Railway Act, wherchby it has pooled with the North-
crn Railway for a pe.ixd of twenty-one years, thercby
defeating the very object which the people had in view in
voting a large sum of money to its aid. Now, I do not
propose {o prevent pooling if such pooling is clearly in the
interest of the public, but there are two parties to be
considered, the proprictors of the railways and the publie.
The franchise coming as it does from the people through
Parliament, they have a right to boe heard beflore such fran-
chise is destroyed.  Much more have they this rightin
cases where public monies have been given in aid of railways.
Thereflore, I suggest that the consent of the Government
of the day shall be necessary, and without it no amalga-
mating arrangement shall be valid. At present in
amalgamations that take place only the proprietors’ congent
is required and the public have no voice m it. My propo-
sition is that the Govirnment shall cousider all such
schemes before they take place, and only sanction them
when they are not opposed to the public interest.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I suppdse the hon. gen-
tleman proposes to refer the Bill to the Standing Commit-
too on Railways.

Mr. MULOCK.
course to adopt.

Bill read the second time.

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION Or
GERMANS.

The Order being called for resuming the adjourned
debate on the motion of Mr. Kranz, for copies of all cor-
respondence between any member of this House or other
porsons and the Government, in relation to the naturaliza-
tion of Germans; also, in relat on to German immigration,
the appointment of Emigrant Agents in Germany, and the
affording of reliable information about Canada to intending
emigrants; also, a copy of the Report and all correspon-
dence with the German delegutes who visited the North-
West Territories in 1881; ani the question being put,

Motion agreed to.

NATURALIZATION ACT OFf CANADA, 1881,

Mr. WELDON enquire], Whether it is the intention
of the Government to issue a proclamation (futting in force
the Naturalization Act of Canada, 1881, and when ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I may say that the pro-
clamation has not yet been iscued, because correspondence
has been going on with the Imperial Government, and we

Mr. Movrock,

1 suppose that woull be the proper

expect shortly an answer to the last communication long
since sent to the Imperial Government on the subject.

ELECTORS RETURNED BY THE CENSUS OF 1881,

Mr. FISHER, in moving for a statement from the 1ecords
of the Census of 1881, showing the number of males over
twenty-one years of age, in each Electoral Division return-
ing a Member to this House, as constituted at the time of
the Gencral Election of June last, said: In making this
motion it may be proper for me to explain why I ask that
the time at which these figures would be placed in our
hands by the ordinary issue of the volumes of the Census
should be anticipated. By referring to the Census of 1871, 1
find that the figures corresponding to those I now ask for are
in the second volame of the Census of that year, and I sup-
pose they will appear in the second volume of the present
Census. I also observe a statement in the newspapers,
which I believe to be correct, that the issue of the second
volume will be postponed till after the completion of the
third, and, therefore, I suppose that wo can hardly get the
figures before the end of this Session of Parliament. The
Government has proposed to introduce legislation in regzard
to the franchise at this Session of Parliament, andI believe
that these figures are essentially important for the due con-
sideration of that question. My object in asking for these
figures now is in order to establish & comparison with
returns asked for a few days ago, and ordered by this House,
at the request of the hon. member for West Durham.
Ithink itis of interest to this House and the country at large
that the proportion of adult males in each constituency of
the Dominion to those of the voters in each constiteoncy,
should be known befure discussing any question in regard
to the franchise; and it is especially desirable to know
what proportions exist hetween the aurban and rural con-
stituencies. 1 do not ask for any detailed statement, but
simply one figure for each constituency in the Dominion, and
1 trust that the Government will be able to afford the
de:ired information.

Mr. POPE. I would say to my hon. friend that what he
asks for is utterly impossible this Session. He is quite
right in his refercnce to the newspapers. The first volume
contained the population by religion, origin and birth-place
of all the electoral districts, cities and towns, and that the
hon, gentleman has already before him. It was thought by
the Department that it would be more satisfactory to the
country and to the House "that the third volume should be
next issued, that volume containing property, shipping,
lands, animals and their products, and products of the field,
the farm, the forest, fisheries, mineral products and indus-
tries. That volume will be out during the present Session ;
but I may say to the hon. gentleman that it will be utterly
impossible to get out the second volume for the next three
or four months. The second volume will bo issued pro-
bably by October next, which will complete the Census.
We could not facilitate its issue very much, or get it out
very much earlier than that. I hope, therefore, the hon.
gentleman will withdraw the motion,

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. Minister has totally misunder-
stood the object of the motion. The motion was not that
the hon. gentleman should bring down the second volume
of the Census. The motion is simply for a statement of one
set of figures for each constituency, which figures are to
appear in the third volume.

Mr. POPE. 1did not tlnisundcrstand it.

Mr. BLAKE. Then, I cannot say what the hon.'gentle-
man did ; but he did not accurately state what the motion
was. It was not to bring down the second volume of the
Census, but only to bring dowu one set of figures. It may
be, of course, that the tabulation of those portions of the
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are in such & condition that the hon. gentleman
cannot bring down the figures asked for. 1f so, the hon.
gentleman’s answer is so far complete; but I want it to be
distinetly understood that the request is simply to ascertain

i i tituenc,

what is the number of adult male3s in each cons ncy,

and that simple pieco of information cannot be obtained
fit cannot be obtained, it is much to

daring the Session. I !
be reggretted that, without informing the House, as to the

intention of the Department, its course should have been
altered. The hon. gentleman may be quite right in his
opinion that the subjects contained in the third volume are
more intercsting than those in the second, but it is a pity
that when he was about to alter the regular course, he did
not take the IHouse into his confidence last Session, and
announce that he was about to place the cart before the
horse, and issue the third volume before the gecond.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There is no question
of placing the cart before the horse. All the hon. gentle-
man proposes to do is to issue the third volumo before the
second, and it is quite clear that the information to be given
in the third volume is more important than that in the
other volume, I do not really see thata return of the
number of males over twenty-one years in each electoral
district, or the casual proportion between adult males and
infant males in any given electoral district can in any
way effect the general principle which must govern any
Franchise Bill for the whole Dominion.

Mr. POPE. The hon. member has placed in my mouth
words which I did not utter. I did not say that the motion
was for the second volume of the Census; but what I did
say was, that the information asked for cannot be brought
down during this Session, and that it is useless to ask for
it, because it cannot be brought down sooner than such
timo as the second volume is issuel.

Motion withdrawn.

THE MARITIME COURT.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron), in moving for a roturn
of all correspondence between the Judge or any of the
Judges of the Maritime Court of the Province of Ontario
and the Government, respecting the rules, practice and
procedure of said Court, and the simplification thereof;
and the fees and charges now taxable in said Court;
also, copies of any amended rules, or proposed
amended rules, to the Ist of January, 1882, said:
I wish to draw the attention of the Minister of the
Marine Department to the fact that in May, 1879, a
roturn was brought down in answer to an address from
this House, showing the number of cases disposed of by the
Maritime Courts of the Province of Ontario, the expenses
connected with the trial of those cases. This retarn,
however, was very imperfect, and a good deal of the infor-
mation sought for was not submitted to Parliament at all.
During the last Session of last Parliament, I moved—on the
20th February—for full information on this subject; but,
no return has been brought down, of which I am aware, in
answer to that address. I thought it desirable, and I think
others who take some interest in this Court, which was
established a few yoars ago, were anxious to get informa-
tion which I sought to get by that return. I
should like to know the rcason, why it has not beon
brought down. It is not a voluminous return. It
cannot take much time. The information is important
to get,in view of the fact that some members of the House
propose some amendments to the Bill or Statute creating
the Maritime Court for our Province. Now, it is well known
that the law, when it was first passed, was an experiment.
How far that experiment has worked satistactorily, is a
prob?:zx that can only be solved by getting this inform-

Census

ation. I pointed out, when I made that motion, that the
object of the law was to give sailors aspeedy and inexpensive
remedy for the collection of their wages. I pointed out that
instead of it being a simple and inexpensive mode, it was,
on the contrary, a very expensive mode. It was a tedious
mode. The rules by which the rights of sailors and other
litigants are protected, are exceedingly cumbersome.
I pointed out that these rules were sometbing like
300 in pumber; that the Statute itself was not a very
short one; that each of these rulos had the force of a
statutory enactment, and that altogether it was a very
expensive and & very tedious process by which parties, who
sought to acquire their rights through the jurisdiction of
the Maritime Court, were put to. I pointed out this, that
in one case where the amount involved was some $350,
the expenses were over $1,000. I pointed out that in
another case where the amount involved was $200, tho
expenses laxed to the plaintiff were $354 and odd, and the
expenses of the defendant were somewhere about the same
sum, in all, some $700, to recover a claim of about $20".
I pointed out in onother case, which involved some $110,
that the costs were some $300, and that the counsel foes,
allowed by the Judge to the solicitor for the plaintiff, were
$110, in a short, simple little cage involving altogether
the amount of $110. I pointed out that this state of things
should not exist, and so far as I understood from
the short discussion which then took place on the subject,
it was admitted on all hands that the law required simplifi-
cation ; that the rules ought to be simplified; and that the
costs ought to be reduced to a very considerable extent.
Now, what I wish to know, by the present motion, is
whether or not the Government have taken any stepin that
direction ; whether the rules have been simplified ; whother
the costs have been reduced, and whether a new tariff of
fees has been established ; or whether the Government have
taken any steps whatever with the view of remedying what
I believe to be a gross outrage, to use no milder term. It
was, I think, Sir, understood last Session, that some attempt
would be made to simplify these rules, with the view
at all events of enabling sailors to recover claims,
where their claims were for small sums, in a cheap and in-
expensive way, and in some short and summary way as
well. Now, I may mention to the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries that, in our Courts in the Province of Ontario,
claims up to $200 can be recovered in a very expeditious
mode, and at very little expense, by Division Court process.
There is no reason in the world why some process of the
same kind should not be applied to the Maritime Court,
where the amount concerned is & small sum. Now, therois
another point to which I wish to direct the attention of tho
Government. There is no appeal now from the judgment
of one of the Judges of the Maritime Court, except
to the Supreme Court. Now, I say that is a grievous
wrong too. 1 have no ground of complaint against
the Judges of the Maritime Court, as a general rule;
but we know that some cases come before the Judges
of this Court, with respect to vessels, in which there are
complicated points of law and of fact—questions with
which they have not been accustomed to deal in the
Division Court, and in the County Court; and it does
appear to me that where a man thinks he is aggrieved
by the adjudication of the County Court, he should have
redress, by an appeal to the Court of Appeal, in our own
Province, without being driven to the necessity of appeal-
ing to the Supreme Court of the Dominion of Canada. Now,
I trust, that these points have been engaging the attention
of the Government, or will speedily engage the attention of
the Government, that they will direct their attention to
remedying as far as possible the wrongs we complain of in

this respect.
Maotion agreed to,
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MOTIONS FOR RETURNS,

* Motions for the following Returns were severally agreed
to :—

Return of the advertisement for construction of the
breskwater at Port Lorne, N.S, and the several tenders
therefor ; the party to whom the contract was awarded,
and the amount of such contract.—(Mr, Weldon.)

Return of the number of causes tried at each of the County
Courts of the Counties of King’s and Albert, since the first
of June, A.D, 1882; with the amount of verdicts and
judgments entered thereon.—(Mr. Weldon.)

Return of all tenders submitted for the construction of
the freight sheds and warehouses at the Intercolonial Rail-
way Depot, St. John, N.B,, for the foundations, brickwork,
masonry, and other work connected therewith ; the names
of the several contractors, and the amount of each contract;
the number and names of the Superintendents and Over-
seers of the work, and the amount paid for their services.—
(Mr. Weldon.)

Return of the several amounts paid for damages for lands
taken on Mill and Pond streets, in St. John,New Brunswick,
for the Intercolonial Railway ; the names of the Arbitrators
appointed to appraise the land and the compensation paid
to them ; the several awards made by them and the evi-
dence upon which the same were founded, and the several
parties to whom the amount of such awards was paid.—
(Mr. Weldon.)

Return of the advertisement for the contract of the
building of a steamer to roplace the Glendon, the several
tenders therefor, to whom the contract was awarded, and
the amount of such contract.—(Mr. Weldon,)

Return of the tenders for the re-building of the lighthounse
at Quaco, New Brunswick, and to whom the contract was
awarded, and the amount of such contract.—(Mr. Weldon.)

Copies of all correspondence, Orders in Council, and
other documents respecting a grant for the winter service
performed on the St. Lawrence, between Murray Bay and
Riviére Ouelle, by the steamer Fulger; also, a statement of
the sums paid, or to be paid, by the Dominion Government
for that purpose.—(Mr. Blondean. )

STATE OF PUBLIC BUSINESS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournmeunt of
the House.

Mr. BLAKE. Before the House adjourns I would like
to ask the hon. gentleman at what period it is proposed
to bring down the more important measures mentioned
in the Speech from the Throne, and particularly
the JFranchise Bill and the License lj)3ill; also
at what time we may expect the financial statement. I
am quite aware that hon. gentlemen have been very much
engaged iu the affairs of Ontario and New Brunswick for
some time back, and I am also aware that the affairs of
Manitoba and Prince Edward Island arealso engaging their
attention ; but I hope that, before very long, we may expect
them to devote some attention to the affairs of Canada.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. TUnlike the hon. gentle-
man, if we do pay attention to these other affairs, we do
not do so to the exclusion of everything else. I may say,
however, that we will bring down these measures very
soon.

Mr. BLAKE. How soon ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Very soon indeed.

Motion agreed to; and (at 5:30 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

Mr, CameroN (Huron).

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Monpay, 5th March, 1883.

Tho SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRrAYERS. .
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were sevcrally introduced, and read
the first time :—

Bill (No. 47) to revise and amend certain Acts respecting
The Union Assurance Company of Canada, and to change
the name of the Company to the Crown Assurance
Company of Canada.—(Mr. Beaty.)

Bill (No. 48) ‘to incorporate the Wocd Mountain,
%u’Appelle and Prince Albert Railway Company.—(Mr,

eaty.)

Bill' (No. 49) to incorporate the Dominion Phos-
%hate and Mining Company.—(Mr. Cameron, Victoria,

nt.)

Bill (No. 50) to amend an Act respecting the Credit
Valiey Railway Company.—(Mr. Cameron, Victoria, Ont.)

Bill (No. 51) to amend the Act to incorporate the
Chignecto Marine Transport Railway Company, Limited.
—(Mr. Cameron, Victoria, Ont.)

Bill (No. 52) to incorporate the Brant County Bank of
Canada.—(Mr. Paterson, Brant.)

BILL IN COMMITTEE.

The following DBill was considerad in Committec aud
reported :—

Bill (No.16) to incorporate the Central Bank of Canada.
~—{(Mr. Small.)

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills wera read a sccond time:--

Bill (No. 29) to incorporate the Bank of London in
Canada.—(Mr. Dawaon.)

Bill (No. 36) to amend the Act insorporating the
Kingston and Pembroke Railway, and the Act amending
the same.—(Mr, Gunn.)

Bill (No.42) to amend and continue in forco the Act

incorporating the Grafton Harbor Company, and for other
purposes.—(Mr, Guillet.)

REPORT.

Tho following Report was laid on the Table: —
Report of the Postmaster General for the fiseal
ending 30th June, 1882.

MONEY ORDER ARRANGEMENTS WITI EUROPE,

Mr. COURSOL enquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to effect any arrangemont with the
various nations forming the Postal Union, with the object
of placing at the disposal of the public, post office money
orders on France, Belgium, Italy and Germany, with the
view of promcting trade, and assisting those immigrants
who are desirons of sending money to those countries, and
receiving it from them?

Mr. CARLING. I beg to say that correspondence is
now going on with the ditferent countries mentioned with
the object of carrying out the view put forward by the hon,
gentleman,

yoar

LETTER POSTAGE.,
Mr. AUGER enquirel Whether it is the intention of

the Government to introduce, during the present Sessior,
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ure reducing the postage on lett.ers to tvyo cents, in
35::‘1; the adoptign of a like measure in the United States ?
Mr. CARLING. It is not the intention of the Govern-
ment to bring down, during the present Session, a measure

to reduce postage rates.

E FROM BARRINGTON TO CAPE SABLE
OABL ISLAND.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Shelburne) enquired, Do the Gov-
ernment propose to extend the telegraph line from Barring-
ton to Oape Sable Island Lighthouse this year, and have any
arrangements becn made for the manufacture of the

necessary cable?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Arrangements had been
made to obtain a cable, but on the way, to Canada the cable
was lost. A new cable has therefore been ordered.

FOG-WHISTLE AT SHELBURNE HARBOR, N.S.

Mr. ROBEBTSON (Shelburne) enquired, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to proceed during the
present year, with the erection of a fog-whistle at the
entrance of Shelburne Harbor, Nova Scotia,” for which pro-
vision was made in the Estimates during the last Session;
and if so0, is it to be one similar to those erected at Sambro
and Yarmouth ?

Mr. McLELAN. A fog-whistle will be placed there as
soon as the spring opens. It will not be the same as that
erected at Sambro. A delay occurred last year on account
of the maker not being able to” get it placed in position
during the season of navigation.

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS.

Mr. KILVERT enquired,Is it the intention of the
Government to cauSe an examination, under the Civil
Service Act, to be held in the Province of Ontario at an
early day; and if so, when ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The present intention of
the Government is to have an examination in June; but
an amendment Bill will come down scon and perhags
some change will be made in the time of holding the
examination.

RAILWAY CROSSING AT ST. PETER'S ROAD, P.EI

Mr. DAVIES enquired,Whether the attention of the hon.
Minister of Railways has been called to the dangerous state
of the railway crossing on the St. Peter’s Road, Prince
Edward Island, and to the serious accident which occurred
there last winter, and whether he intends having a bridge
built over that crossing, or having other means adopted for
the protection of the travelling public at that place.

. Sir CHARLES TUPPER. This question, I think, is no®
‘0 conformity with the rules of the House. I object to the
statoments of opinion here made.

Mr. SPEAKER. In questions to be put no argument or
Opinion is to be offered, nor any fact stated except so far as
may be necessary to explain the same. As perhaps there
may be two opinions as to whether the crossing is

dangerous” and the accident was serious,” I think those
two words should be omitted.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. If the hon. gentlemen will renew
Liis question in that shape, I will answer it to-morrow.

THE CASE OF JULIE BOISVERT.

Mr. COURSOL enquired, Has the Government definitely
considered and decided on the petition of the citizens of
Montreal for the release of Julio Boisvert, now confined in
the penitentiary ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I may mention, for the
information of my hon. friend, that enquiries have been
made and reports obtained from the medical officer of the
penitentiary, from the warden, and from the Chief Justice
who tried the case; and, after considerig all the reports,
the hon. Minister of Justice has not thought fit, within the
limits of his duty, to recommend the release.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.
Mr, BLAKE moved for —

(1.) Copies of the official memorandum of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company, dated December 12th, 1882, describing its position and
prospects.

(2.) Of the advertisement published thereafter by the Company
asking for subscriptions for its increased Oapitai Stock.

(3.) Of all memoranda issued in connection therewith.

(4.) Statement showing the amount of the subscribed stock of the
Company prior to the authorization for the increase of its Capital Stock
from $25,000,000 to $100,000,000, and of the amounts paid up on such
subseribed stock with the date of each payment in cash, and also the
amounts (in any), satisfied by the acquisition of property or otherwise,
specifying in such case, the consideration therefor and the amount of
stock given and the date.

(5.) Statements of the amounts paid out of the capital for interest un
such Capital Stock, and the rate of such payment.

(6.) Statements of the facts as to the acquisition b of
the Canada-Central Railway, and of the Montreal, cei-
dental Railway with dates.

(7.) Statements of the facts as o the acquisition by the Company of
Engliuterest in the Credit Valley Railway and the Oatario and Quebec

ailway.

(8.) gtntement of the various matters required to be returned under
thetConsolidated Railway Act,1879, and amendments thereto, separately
as to

1. The line of Railway provided for by the contract with the

Canadian Pacific Railway Compsny, and

2. The branches and extensions built or acquired by the Company.

(9.) Statement of the total sum expended up to the 1st of February,
1883, by the Company under their contract,~—

1. For works of construction on the line contracted to be built by

the Company as specified in the contract.

2. For rolling stock for the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway as

specified in the said contract.

3. For works of construction on extensions and branches not em-

braced in the Railway specified by the contract.

4. For rolling stock for all extensions and branches not embraced in
the Railway specified by the contract. And of the receipts of
the Oomga.n up to the same date, on account of—

. Cash snbsidy.
. Land grant bonds.

. Bonuses. . .
. Land sales or trangactions not embraced in the operations.con-

the Compan
ttawa, and

nected with land grant bonds.

. Number of acres of land subsidy.

. Amonnts of bonuses agreed for though not paid.

He said: The motion of which I have given notice and in
which I propose that the House should ask for several items of
information, with respect to the Canadian Pacific Railway,
isdirected to the investigation of one of the questions which
we rogarded as a very serious one at the period when the
contract was entered into, and which I think subsequent
events have indicated to be quite as serious as was then
apprehended. I refer to that measure of control over the
monopoly that was given, and which, it was asserted,
would be obtained by the Government reserving the power
to regulate the tolls, provided they return a profit to
the Company of not less than 10 per cent.; and the
information asked for—I say directly that the investiga-
tion into the practical working, as far as our experience up
to this time—shows what will be the effect of this clause,
not 8o much at all with reference to the rates which have
been authorized ; not so much at all with reference to the
earnings that have been obtained ; not so much at all with
reference to the profits on the working of the line, which
have been realized by the Company; but the question is
based on the capital, upon which the calculations have to be
made, in order to regulate the tolls to be charged, and to
ascertain the powers which are given with reference to the
10 per cent. that can be collected under the Act. The
general law, Sir, very wisely provides certain powers to be
exercised between the Government and these corporations,

DO DI
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with reference to the tolls, that can be levied by railway
companies; and there are for this two reasons, I presume:
1st, {))ecanse these companies have reveived valuable public
franchises, and it is consequently fitting that they should
be, in a certain measure, undor public control, owirg

to their responmsibility to the public due to the
granting of such franchises ; and 2nd, because
all railways are, to a certain extent, monopolies.

Between way stations—non-competitive points—they are
ractically monopolies, being free from the restraints caused
y competition. These two objections I presume, induced

Parliament to confer on the Government the power to re-

tain certain powers necessary to secure the due regulation

of the profits by these companies from the prosecution of
their enterprises. These objections, of course, apply with
infinitely greater force to the great railway with which
this motion deals: 1sf, because that railway was to be
constructed largely—it was admitted and as many con-
tended—at the public cost, not at the private cost of
those who were about to receive the charter; and 2nd,
because many special privileges and advantages were sought
for ; and, while it was actually a statatory monopoly, the
nature of the line rendered it for a long period of time an
actual monopoly over a considerable part of the country
through which it ran. Obviously something more—and it
was reasonable that something more should be demanded
than was ipsisted upon in ordinary cases. Well, a safe-
guard was suggested to provent the dangers apprehended
from the exercise of a monopoly, and the only safeguard
which was suggested was the power taken by the Govern-
ment for the regulation of the tolls. When the
original contract was presented it was contended that
this power was entirely illusory; but under the circum-
stances it is well to refer to the record, and see cxactly
what it was that we contended, while the debate was
goiog on, was the effect of the proposition which the
Government laid before the House. I said on the 15th of
December :

‘8o that while the Governor in Council has, as applied to other rail”
ways, an absolute power to reduce the tariff of tolls at any time, the
Governor in Council, as to this railway, cannot reduce any tariff of
tolls unless to & point at which they will produce not less then ten per
cent. per annum prefit on the capital actually expended in the con-
struction of the railway. Andis it because it is8 not the Syndicate’s
money—is it because it is our money—on which the ten per cent. is to
be paid, that they are to Le secured, while private capital is exposed to
& lower dividend? Why is it that they are not toc be subject to the
Order in Conncil to as full an extent as all other railway companies are
subject 7 Why is it that the power of the Governor in Council is
limited to this ten per cent. 7 Now, let us discuss this ten per cent.a
little. The hon. gentleman ventured the suggestion the other day that
this was on the Company’s own private capital, but he will not find
that suggestion borne out. I shall be very much pleased if the hon.
gentleman is able to obtain a declaration from the members of the
Syndicate, that what is intended is, that they are to get not less than ten
per cent.of the money they themselves put into the railway, That nothing
that comea from the country—that the Thunder Bay branch, for
instance, is not included—that the railway in British Columbia or
the Pembina branch is not included—that the proceeds from the sale of
lands is not included—that only that, which, atter the public resources
are exhansted, they take out of their own gocket.s, is to bear this ten per
cent. If the hon. gentleman will say go, he will remove a large part
of my objections to this contract. But he cannot say 80 ; it is not the
agreement ; it is not the contract; it is not the law. If this contract
pasges in this shape, the capital, no matter from what source—though
it represents the money we have put in, and the money we are going to
put ip, and the proceeds of the land we give—is the capital spent on
the whole of that undertaking, called, by the Act the Canadian Pacific
Railway, which is entitled to bear ten per cent. And if you say that I
under-estimate the cost of the road ; if you tell me, so as to make out
that they have got a worse bargain, that the road is going to cost
them $120,000,000, then they can take $12,0:0,000 a yesr in tolls, and
that without expending even for a brief space more inan $5,000,000 of
their own capital. They are first of all to take enough of the profit out
of the middle and paying part to work that part, and then they are to
take profit enough to work the Britieh Columbia end and the Lake
Superior end, and after thcy have taken enough to pay the working
expenses of the whole line, after having taxed the farmers of the North-
‘West with enough money to pay the working expenses of the whole,
they are then, efterall, to set the profit at what rate they please to put
it. Oall the cost of the road $90,000,000, that is §9,000,000 direct
profit. Call it $120,000,000, that is $12,000,000 a year before you can

Mr, Braks,

reduce tolls once estabiished. It is contemplated they shall et ten per
cent. interest. You make a provision that their rate of profit ehall not
be less than ten per cent. in effect so far as you can make that provision.
Besides, you will fix these tolls, in the first instance, with reference to
the larger running expenditure that will exist and smaller returns that
may at first exist. The Syndicate will reasonably say, fix a toll at &
rate which will make the railroad pay or help to pay under existing
conditions. You fix it, and once fixed you can never alter it until the
day arrives at which the Company is getting $9,00),000, or $12,000,000
a year profit, after paying all the expenses of the road. Nor is that all.
The hon. gentleman has taken the Union Pacific as his standard, and
there may be a construction company, there may be a Canada Credit
Mobilier, there may be arrangementis which would easily swell the
nominal capital account to the $150,000,000, so that it may appear that
the $150,000,000 had been expended on the construction of this rail.
way, though it may have cost only $90,000,000 to construct it. The
hon. gentleman has himself told us how men are deceived. He, the
man who is chiefly responsible for the making of this contract, who
submitted it to Parliament, who ipserted tbis clause that the Union
Pacific should be the standard, actually did believe that the Union
Pacific did cost the $130,000,600 he mentioned. I have shown you it
cost nothing like that sim, that the amount was a nominal one made
up by fraud, by all the devices that can be resorted to in such cases.
IIP the hon. gentleman did not know that the cost of the Union Pacific
built as it was, as I have said, was much less then the nominal cost,
how will his friendly eyes ever open to the conception that it iz possible
a similar resalt may be reached in the case of the Canadian Pacific
Railway.”’ )
Oncs again, Sir, at a much later stage in the debate—on the
18th of January—referring to a very recent report of the
New York Board of Trade and Commerce, and reading an
extract from that report, which is as follows :—

¢ An illustration of the workings of this policy is found in the pre-
gent situation of the New York Central and Hudson River Railway.
The earnings for the past year were nearly 12 per cent.net upon its
grossly inflated capital, besides adding largely to equipment, which
was charged to operating expenses. Itis now reported in Wall street
that s further inflation of - its capital is to be made under the guise of a
consolidation with the Lake Shore road. In 1867 and 1868, $47,000,000
of watered stock were added to the capital of the New York Central
and Hudson River Railway, upon which regular 8 per cent. dividends
have since been paid, and these dividends upon that water, with the
interest thereon, compounded annuslly for 13 years, now amount to
over $75,000,000, while the stock itself iz quoted in the market at $150
per share. In other words, if instead of watering the stock of these
roads in 1867 and 1868, Mr. Vanderbilt had reduced the rates for trans-
portation to a point which would have yielded 8 per cent. net upon the
then outstanding capital, the public would at the present time have
been $75,000,000 better off, and $47,000,000 of stock, which cost only
the paper and ink with which it was printed, and which is now quoted
at $150 per share, would not now be in existence and form a pretext
tor further taxing the industry and commerce of this State and country
for all time to come.”

Well, at a later stage in the debate, Mr. McDougall, then
member for Halton, reiterated these difficulties which had
occurred to many minds, as to the true construction of the
contract, and stated his own opinon to be that which had
before been expressed in various quarters of this House:
that as the contractstood it was the whole capital which was
spent in the construction of the railway—namely, from
whatever source it came—that was to bear the dividend;
but on that occasion, the hon. First Minister, much later on,
announced to the House formally, that the Government and
the Syndicate adopted a different view, and that the business
was to be rectified; and declared that the Consolidated
Railway Act was to be amended in the course of the then
Session, in such a manner as to secure the country against
such a construction, and to provide for this construction,
namely, that the 10 per cent. profit was to be only paid
upon the amount actually invested by the Syndicate in
the building of the road. That, I understand to be the
substanee of the hon. gentleman’s declaration. Now, of
course, we met that question, so far as it was possible to
meet it by declarations, and at a subsequent stage, however,
before we reached the Consolidated Railway Amendments
Act, I took leave to point out, on the 31st of January, when
the hon. the Minister of Railways wa3 carrying the Biil
based on the contract, through the House, that :

¢ There was & very important omission in the Bill which he thought
could be remedied consistent with its provisions, viz.: that specitic and
detailed accounts of the operations connected with the various depart-

ments of the Pacific Railway should be submitted to Parliamgnt., No
doubt Parliament possessed the power, with respect to this corporation,
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mpetition at this time or at any time, to demand various
:‘cc;guginsostaﬂiments. Experience on the other side of the line had
ghown that this was exceedingly important with reference to the
uestion of calculating what was the capital of the Company and what
373;-0 the tolls. The utmost difficulty was experienced in obtaining &
statement as to what was the actual cost of the Union Pacfic, particu-
larly with respect to this guestion of tolls, and three or four
commissions were appointed to ascertain the facts. A clause should be
ingerted in the present B 1l compelling the Pacific Railway Compary to
bring down, within fifteen days of the opening of each Session, a
detailed account, showing what the receipts were from the Government
subgidy; 2nd, profits from land sales; 3rd, from other sales; what the

expenditure was on capital account, on construction, and also on

administration of the land.”

The hon. Minister met that suggestion by saying that he
would not amend the Bill for that purpose, but would intro-
duce into the amendment of the Consolidated Railway Bill
clauses of a general character, and perhaps some containing
a specific reference to the Canadian Pacific Railway which
would meet the object ; and so it was that the contract was
finally passed upon by tbis Hou-e. Well, Sir, at a later
date, of course, the Consolidated Railway Amendment Act
came in, and it was to me very disappointing. I made
some observations upon it, which, in view of what has since
taken place, show, I think, that the objections which we
took to the course and policy of tho Government in that
regard were entirely well founded. That debate took place
on the 10th of March, 1881, when I said this:

¢ The hon. gentleman whom I asked to explain the clause dealing
with this subject conteated himself with simﬁly reading it again.
1 could have read for myself, and diy so. I think the hon. gentleman
might have pointed out what the operation of the clause would be with
regard to the Canadian Pacific Railway. According to my own
understanding of the powers given to the Canadian Pacific Railway, it
geems to me this clanse would not operate eatisfactorily. or aceomplish
what was suggested during the debate on this subject, about really to
be accomplished. It will be remembered it was generally avowed that
the resources which the Company was about to obtain from the public,
including its borrowing powers upon the lands, wonld be adequate—its
borrowing powers and cash subsidies which, by a slight actual payment
on the capital stock and work, were estimated "at a certain value. It
will be remembered that calculations were gone into, indeed mnot
disputed by the other side. seriously, which indicatel that somewhere
about $5,000,000 was, perhups, the outside of the actual cashin the way
of share capital wkich would be acquired by this railway company. The
statement made from the Ministerial benches was that this power to levy
tolls or rates, or rather the limitation of this power of the Governorin
Council and Parliament to reduce the tolls, in the case in which those
tolls should be exceeding ten per cent. of the capital, was to apply to
the actual paid up capital of the Company. Nothing was said at that
time of the interest for the period during which dividends should not
be paid. Not a word was suid to Parliament of that important addition
to the mass on which interest profits are to be paid at the rate of ten
per cent. It ig s new introduction altogether. But more than that, the
discussion being based upon the view that but a small amount of share
capital would be rea'ly required, we are now face to face with a plain
scheme which makes it the direct interest of the Canadian_Pacific
Railway to adopt those modes of action which it was suggested during
the course of the debate might be adopted in order to render nugatory any
restrictions & to its profits based upon the amount of its capital account.
We all know that the greater part of the interest rate of railways in the
United States, of the capital account, is very much larger than the real,
genuine expenditure upon those railways represents, that the capital
account has been'swollen by stocks is.ued, not at par, but by bonds
sold at great discounts in many instances, by watered stocks and frau-
dulent bond issues. We all know that the capital account, as it stands,
is something wholly different from what the real cost of the railway
was. Take the statements which are made by hon. gentlemen here and
in England, very much to the detriment of railway entreprise in
Canada, with reference to the capital account of our great railway—to
the several construction accounte—to the subsequent swelling of the
capital account, or to all those things which indicate an original swell-
ing of the capital account, to a point far beyond the genuine cost of
the work—take off this fund ereated mot many years ago, when there
was an issue of ordinary stock to something like £10,000,000 sterling,
at 20 per cent. on which but £2,000,000 was realized by the company ;
and, for this, the £10,000,000 sterling emitted, besides has been added
to the capital stock of the Grand Trunk Railway. That debt was
created—not for the purpose of renewing constraction, but for steel-
railling the road. But, at any rate if that were to be added to the
capital account, althot}gh the renewal of its rails ought to have been
provided for out of crdinary revenue—the only thing properly, on the
most literal construction, that ought to have been added to the capital
account was the difference between the cost of the steel and iron. But
the whole £10,000,000 were added to that account for only £2,000,000
cash, which makes of the clause atotally illusoryshowing as to what the
relllcapnal account of the Grand Trunk Railway is; and the same
results to a very notable extent have been seen with reference to some
other railroads in the United States. o . * Another

important illustration in the same sense is given us in the capital
account of the Central and Union Pacific Railways ; for a recent report
of the authorities of the United States indicates that while the apparent
cost of those roads was something over $300,000,000, the actual cost at
present prices would be about $75,000,000. The practical resuls of all
this is, that it is easy to awell the capital account ; and when youreflect
that in the case of the Canadian Pacific Railway the provisions are such
that there is no security for the capital stock representing money
actually paid to the apparent value of that stock, it will be observed
that every facility is afforded for the undue increase of the capital
account. In virtue of the provisions of the charter it is competent for
the Company to dispose of the capital stock at such prices as the
directors may choose to affix to it, and for a consideration such as they
may choose to take forit. It is therefore competent to them, for example,
to arrange a construction company which may be paid partly in
securities of the railway company, partly in cash, and ti)m-t.ly in ita
capital stock—this construction company being composed practically
of the corporators of the Company. That is what took place
as we know, with regard to the Union Pacific when the erédit
mobilier was constructed, and large blocks of the stock of the
Union Pacific were handed over to those contractors—who were
really the Company itself-—at nominal rates. Well, you give an in-
dncement to the railway company to enter upon this plan, while under
other circumstances there would have been no inducement to the
swelling of the capital stock beyond reasonable limits. Your present
proposal is a direct inducement to them to enter into these courses,
because you tell them that they may make returns free from the power
of the Government, and they will offer rates up to ten per cent. on the
capital stock and the interest thereon, and therefore you tell them that
the larger they swell the capital stock so much the greater will be their
power to obtain dividends onjthe enterprise uncontrolled by the Govera-
ment. The natural result will be that they will make such financial
arrangements in such a way a8 will give them that freedom, such as
ghall insure the emission—~I do not say for money, but for a small con-
sideration—to themselves probably of the whole block of this capital
stock. And we do not provide that, unless for the years in which they
receive a dividend upon it, interest shall be added to the amount so
created for ten years during the construction, and on this aggregate
they may have ten per cent. profit uncontrolled. Of coursge, it i3 easily
managed. It may be said they will not abstain from dividing profite in
order to secure this result: but during these ten years there will be a
very easy application of all the profits they will make from the running
of the completed portions ot the rond. They will be engaged in con-
struction during the whole of that time, and instead of dividing the
groﬁts, they may use the profits on the completed portions in their

ands, and facilitate the work of construction of the remainder. Again,
they may make a division as soon as they acquire, from time to time,
large portions of the lands, and that would not:be a dividend on

capital stock. On the whole, it is tolerably clear that they
may, without any practical inconvenience, make arrangements
by which, without their being reai]y represented by

money, or at all events money to the extent of more than four or five
millions, the whole sharea of the $25,000,000 capital stock may be
omitted, and & charge made of the interest of the capital stock so
omitted, amounting altogether to about $10,000,000, on which they
might obtain dividends, uncontrolled by the Governmeat, up to the
extent of 10 per cent. That is practically the result whichk may be
achieved under this clause. I quite agree that that is a better result
than what was to be looked for under the Bill lately before Parliament.
But it is not the result which we were told would be secured. I believe,
if the expectations of the Syndicate are largely carried out; if the
calculations of the Government are largely verified, it would be unne-
cessary tc expend more than $5,000,000 of money in the shape of capital
stock, and they will have a nominal capital by the time the road is
completed of $25,000,000, with $15,000,600 interest, or in all $40,000,000,
bearing dividends within the meaning of this clause, and there will be
no efficient control over the rates in tuture.”

Now to that position the hon. Tirst Minister made an
answer, and this is his answer:

# We have been treated by the hon. gentleman to a very elaborate
argument upon what appears to ba really a small matter. The defini-
tion of the word capital in the fitst section of the Bill is not the general
interpretation of the word capital in Acts of Parliament generally, but
is simply the meaning of the word capital in the Railway Aet of 1879, 8o
fur as regards the collection of the tolls. It may be remembered that
when we were discussing the Canadian Pacific Railway, the argument
was usel that they might raise large sums of money on the
landa they were to receive, they might utenl'that monez, issue
bonds to any extent, throw the road on the public or on the bond-
holders, and that the 15 per cent was too large and they would
have a monopoly of rates. There was no nse arguing that the
Government had & check, becanse no tolls or rates could be imposed
except under approval of an Order in Council. There was no coufi-
dence in the Syndicate, becausze it was a monopoly, and no confi-
dence in the Government because it was the Government.
The Act of 1879, to which this clause relates, provides that
the Parliament of Canada may, from time to time, reduce the
tolls on railways, but not without the consent of the Compary
unless their profits were over 15 per ceat of the capital actuslly
expended. No matter how the road had been built, whether
by bonds or paid up shares, 15 per cent must be the profits on the capital
expended beforc the tolls could be reduced. That rate was now
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diminished to 10 per cent., and it was proposed that subsidies should
not be counted. It seems to me that the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company have gone tp & great deal more than was ever asked or
expected from any other railway company ; yet hon. gentlemen opposite
were not patisfied. If it is watered or bogus stock, it is not capital
expended on the road. There ig nothing in the objection taken by the
hon. member for West Durham, and the hon. gontleman appears to have
raised it just for the purpose of making it.”

And so the matter ended ; and now we are able to ascertain
to some extent what the probable results of that ending are.
We pointed out at that time that by the calculations laid
before us, the Company, probably, would not only have the
road for nothing, but at a large profit; and, as I stated in
the debate on the Address, their official memorandum of the
12th of December last, and the subseguent documents which
have been issued to the public, establish that proposition
conclusively. I have given these figures already, but hon.
gentlemen opposite declined to enter into any discussion of
them. I shall briefly repeat them, because I do not think
they can be too thoroughly impressed upon the minds of
hon. members. The Company’s calculation is that they
will do all the work bargained for and fully equip the road,
and besides buy or build 684 miles of branch lines and equip
thesame, and besides, pay interest on their capital at a real
average rate of 8% per cent.—really on the following sums:
$25,000,000 of cush subsidy; the proceeds of $20,000,000
of land grant bonds already emitted and almost wholly
provided for; $90,000,000 of stock at sixty, producing
$54,000,0u0; making a total of $99,000,000. I estimate
that the branches and extensions, amounting to 684 miles,
will cost about $9,000,000, subject Lo liens for $5,500,000,
stated to exist in the prospectus. This of course is an esti-
mate of my own merely. It is not confirmed by any state-
ment emitted by the Company, but is based on such infor-
mation a8 I have been ablo to obtain as to the cost of the
work., That would reduce the cost of the whole work
stipulated for tq some $90,000,000. The assets which the
Company are to receive from the public are as
follows: Cash subsidy $25,000,000; proceeds from the
sale of 6,254,000 acres, already sold, about $17,500,000;
and the balance of the land grant, assuming it to realize the
same average rate as the land already sold, $49,500,000;
making a total of 892,000,000, apart from town sites, muni-
cipal bonuses, lots in the mile beit, and any special available
lands, such as timber and coal lands, which would produce
say $8,000,000 more ; and apart also from the value of the
Government works, which are stated by the Company in
this document of the 12th of December to be worth
$35,000,000 ; bringing their total assets received from the
public up to $135,000,000, and giving them a profit—as be-
tween their expenditure and the value they are to receive
in cagh, lands and works—of from $37,000,000 to $42,000,000,
say $40,000,000. So that, after all the information they
have obtained as to the cost of works and their practical
experience as to the value of the lands, their own statement
now is that the railway is to eost them nothing, but that
they are to have it with practically a margin of Govern-
ment works. It is also important to observe in this connec-
tion, that the effect of our contentions was that it was very
wrong to distribute the subsidy in the mode in which it was
distributed. We declared ihat an inordinate proportion
was assigned to the prairie section, and that that section
ought to have beenreserved and allocated to the more diffi-
cult portions of the work ; and then again some proof of the
truth of our proposition is afforded by the prospectus of the
12th of December. The ascertained profits from the work
on the prairie section, as far as one can gather them, are
these: A cash subsidy of $10,000 a mile, for about 600 miles,
$6,000,000; and 7,500,000 acres of land, which sold at an
average of $2.63 an acre, $20,000,000, aggregating
$26,100,000 ; while so far as we have been able to gather,
the cost of the prairie section is $7,000,000 leaving a
profit of say $19,000,000, apart from certain specialties, to
Mr, BLAKE.

which I have already referred, and which would add
considerably to that profit. But, you may say, that profit
is not yet realized. 1t is true, it is not realized in cash, yet
sales have already been made, and the value of the land has
been ascertained, and it is upon the ascertained profit
derived from the sale of the lands along the 600 miles of
railway already built, that I have been calculating these
results. Yet, what have been the actual receipts of the
Company in cash upon construction thus far? It is true,
the arrangements under which they have issued their land
grant bonds are such, that until the Treasury receives
enough from the Company in respect of land sales to meet
the whole $20,000,i00 of bonds, & certain smaller proportion
is payable out, and therefore the Company may have
received only a proportion of what they will ultimately
receive; but what have they actually received? So far as
I can make out, it is as follows: subsidy payments,

$6,425000; the vproceeds of land grant  bonds,
$5,628,000; interest on the deposit of land grant
bonds, about $80,000; advances on rails mnot yet

upon the track, $1,145,000; and rails and fastenings
received from the Government, $280,000; making an
aggregate in money and rails of $13,558,000, which has
been received from the Government of this country since
the contract went into operation, and which added to the
original capital of the Company-—amounting to $5,000,000,
which is said to have been all paid up—makes $18,500,000
available for the work which they have done. And yet the
papers brought down to the House show conclusively that
the Company have been very anxious to get more; that
from day to day, the very instant anything was due the re-
quest was made by them for the amount; that the amount
they owed to the Government on account of the construc-
tion of the first 100 miles was in part refunded tfo them in
order to enable them to carry on their work—though the
advance has been since repaid; that the $1,000,000 they
deposited as gecurity has been handed back to them, and
the bonds or debentures of another railway taken in ex-
change, in order to give them more cash; so that all the
indications are, notwitstanding the very large receipt of
over $13,500,000 from the public, and $5,000,000 of
their own capital, that they wanted money. Now,
we contended that the unlimited power of building
branches and extensions was inconvenient and might prove
dangerous. What I have already said shows to you that
such was the case, because it is quite out of the question
that the funds—the $18,500,000 I have mentioned—have
heen watered for the contracted line. The prairie railway
has cost, perhaps, about $7,000,000, the other expenditure
on the main line and equipment about $3,000,000, and a
very large margin remains entirely unaccounted for as far
as the stipulated line is concerned. But we can easily
account for the expenditure of that money, because the
Company has been going very extensively, apparently, into
other works, and those resources which we gave to the
Company in order that the railway might be built, have
been, as I suppose, very largely applied to these extensions
and branches and other operations to which I am about to
refer. There are 135 miles built of branches in the prairie;
there is a very considerable amount of work done on a
branch to Algoma Mills; there is the Canada Central Rail-
way which has been acquired; there is a portion of the
Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental which has
been acquired; there are, as appears from the
papers brought down, interests in coanection with
the Credit Valley Railway Company and the Ontario
and Quebec Railway Company—because we find the
Canadiar Pacific Railway is the holder of some $1,615,-
000 of the stock debentures of the Credit Valley
Company, which it hands over to the Government as
security in lieu of the $1,000,000, and we find, among-
tho papers brought down, a proposal of guarantee by the
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i acific Railway, upon the completion of the
gint:‘riil: ?Lug Quebec workZ,, forpthe Credit Valley debentures
—thus indicating there is a connection, of some description,
between the Canadian Pacific Railway and the two corpora-
tions to which I have referred. There is the Hamilton and
North-Western and there is also the St. Lawrence and
Ottawa road in which they have obtained an interest, though
now, it is said, not a controlling interest. They have
engz;ged in this way the crodit and resources of the
corporation to & considerable extent under the large and
dangerous powers given to them by the f}overnment of en-
gaging in outside operations not necessarily connected with
the great undertaking they stipulated to perform for what
we agreed to give them. There are other dangers involved,
of course, in that class of operations. The hon. First Minister
said the othor day, when I pointed ott the result which
had flowed from the contract, as proved by the prospectus,
and showed the Company made out they would obtain the
railway without any expenditure ul_mmately in their own
account, that I gave a very flourishing account and that
be would give my speech to the Company to be circulated
widely, because on the Liondon stock n;narket, the.Canada
Pacific Railway securities were not considered so highly as
I rated them. The hon. gentleman was quite right in his
observation in reference to the London stock market. The
reason is to be found in the diverting by the Company of
the resources given them for a particular purpose to other,
if pot alien, purposes. The public accounts and the result
of the recent proposal to place $10,000,000 upon the stock
market proved the truth of the hon. gentleman’s observa-
tion. Of that $10,000,000, $3,600,000 was taken in Amster-
dam; $4,000,000 in New York, and §800,000 in London,
leaving a balance not taken of abcut $1,200,000. Why
was $800,000 only taken in London? Why was it in
New York and Amsterdam the loan was taken? It was
because the course pursued is one which has aroused the
hostility of the other great railway corporation which
this country possesses—the Grand Trunk Railway Company.
Of course, competitive operations through the eastern part
of Ontario—even between this city and the boundary—
inevitably produces that hostility, and we all koow
what power a hostile railway company has. Of
course, competition may be very good, but not that
which is acquired at the expense of the public, with
the funds of the public that should be dovoted to the
construction of the Pacific Railway itself. Then there is
the direct and important bearing which the free construc-
tion or acquisition of branches and extensions has upon the
question of tolls. Can it be supposed that all these branches
and extensions are in themselves to be vastly profitable?
Can it be supposed for instance, that it is an extremely
profitable operation to take freight from Montreal away up
to Ottawa, thence to Brockville and lay it down at Chicago
in competition with other roads? Itisnot. These lines
will not give enormous dividends, You may say we have
no interests in the dividends. We have the deepest interest
in them, according to the construction of these papers indi-
cating the interpretation the Canadian Pacific Railway
places on its contracting rights, Why?  Because accord-
ng to the reading of the contract indicated by these re-
turns, they bulk the whole enterprise, extensions, branches
and all. ‘They give us but one return of expenses and re-
ceipts. They take the Fastern and Western divisions—
separated though they are by 1,000 miles of territory and
bulk them together. If that is the course to be taken, if
branches and all are to be mixed up in the question whether
the railway is earning a profit, and whether the 10 per
cent. clause is applicable, we have the deepest interest in
the question; because if these branches earn but 5 per
cent., the Company will have the right to raise the rates so
a8 to make the earning up to 10 per cent. As to this cap-
ital stock, the original amount was $5,000,000, and is said

to have been paid up in cash. But the statements that are
made, perhaps not correctly, are that that stock was, by
some means or orther, swollen to $15,000,000 upon the
occasion of the recent determination to increase the
capital stock of the whole Company to $100,000,000. We
have no information as to how that increase took placo.
Some part of it, no doubt, is applicable to the pur-
chase or acquisition of branches or extensions to which
I have referred ; but a very large proportion is probably for
what the committee of the New York Exchange called
“ Water.” Itis quite clear that if the proprietors were
determined to issue some 170,000,000 or $80,000,000 of stock
at 60 per cent., the first step they would take would be to issue
enough stock for themselves to put themselves on an equal
footing with the new takers at adiscount. Therefore,if $9,000,-
000 were paid up in cash, it would require an addition of
$6,000,000 to put them on & par with the new takers at 60 per
cent. The $90,000,000 they now announce they require to
finish the road, taken at 60 per cent., makes a real capital
of $54,000,000. But as I have pointed out, to meet that
$54,000,000 there are about 18,000,000 of acres of land, a great
part of which may perhaps not be sold at the early time which
is now laid for the completion of the railway, but which
will, at the price indicated, be sufficient to meet that capital
stock altogether. But by these papers it appears to be
intended that dividends shall be paid on the whole $90,000,-
000 of stock. Once again, with reference to the interest on
the capital, the Consolidated Railway Act provides that a
railway company may pay interest at any rate not exceeding
6 per cent. upon the paid up calls of its stock during construc-
tion. This Company announces that it is about to pay 5 per
cent. only, and 5 percent. only on what? 5 per cent. on the
paid up stock, that is, the stock issued at 60, which is equal
to 8% per cent. on the actual money paid on that stock;
80 that, contrary to the provisions of the Consolidated
Railway Act, as 1 understand it, an arrangement is
being made under the powers of issuing paid up stock
for less than par by which a larger sum than the Rail-
way Act contemplated is for payment of dividends or
interest during the construction of the road. Now, I main-
tain that it was not intended, that it was not ropresented
to the country nor to Parliament, that those results would
flow, and although many of us feared them, none of us
thought that they would be go extensive a8 they now
appear to be. The capital was $25,000,000 and I pointed
out that it might not represent a real $25,000,000, but
a very much smaller sum, and that to that smaller sum
might be added a larger sum for interest, and so & capital
of $40,000,000 might be aggregated. But the Company
assumes it has power under the general Act to increaso
its capital stock indefinitely ; more, it assumes what I think
is of doubtful legality, that it has power with reference to
that increase of stock to treat it as it may treat its original
stock, as paid up stock, and thus to create stock for any
amount which may represent as little as it pleases of actual
value ; and the result is that instead eof a possible maxi-
mum of $40,000,000 there is now a maximum of 100,000,000
or a minimum of $90,000,000 of capital to be issued upon
the dividends and paid up stock. Now then with reference
to the branches and extensions, suppose one of these were
to be valued to the Company at what they actually paid
for it in money, 5 per cent., but suppose it is paid for by
the issues of this watered stock at 60, it would produce
upon the capital so fictitiously created only 3 per cent., and
the difference, as the case might be of 5 or 7 per cent.,
would fail to be made out of that portion of the road
which can practicably be controlled by virtue of the
monoply, and thus make the burden upon the North-West
trade very much heavier than it was contemplated it
should be, even at the time the contract was made. I
say then, that we have a direct interest in the settlement
of these questions—in the ascertainment first of all of this



112 COMMONS

DEBATES. MaRCH 5,

question, has the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, when
it comes to deal with the question of tolls and profits, the
right to build what branches it pleases, the right to acquire
what extensions it pleases, the right to add the capital which
it devotes to those branches and extensions to the original
capital, and the right to demand 10 per cent. on all before
the toll shall be regulated ? Second, has it the right in
reference to its original capital, or with reference to its
inoressed capital, the capital which is now authorized to
raise it up to $100,000,000, the right to issue stock at 60
and receive from the public only 60 per cent., and to
demand dividends upon the par value of that stock ? Third,
has it a right, by the contrivance to which I have referred
1o, to obtain 8% per cent. instead of 6, the maximum
stipulated for by ihe General Railway Act, in the way of
interest on capital during the period of construction? On
all these points, the indications are from the action of the
Company, from the mode in which it has kept its accounts,
from the mode in which it emitted its capital and made its
returns—the indications are, I say, that it asserts these
rights; and if it can lawfully assert these rights, and if
there is no remedy or redress, it is quite clear that, that
which the late hon, member for Halton (Mr. McDougall)
pointed ont when he discussed this subject at the stage
of the debate to which I refer, that not in our time,
nor in our children’s time, would it be likely that that
local effect would come into operation at all—would be
but too true. Because it is clear that dividends upon
a vast mass of capital in excess of what was required,
or in excess of what was really used, dividends upon a vast
mass of capital not at all required for the purposes of the
road, and some large portion of which is devoted to extrin-
sic and other objects, will be required to be paid, and paid
out of the fertile lands of the North-West by virtue of the
monopoly. These are considerations, as it seerns to me, of
the utmost gravity. I have thought fit to state them thus
early in the Session, in order that they might have that
attention which, perhaps, at a later period they would not
attract. It seems to me we are entitled, under these circum-
stances, to get further information, to get all that information
which may enable us fully to consider and form a calm and
careful judgment of what the intcrests of the country require
upon this most important topic.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. IfI do notrise fuor the pur-
pose of making an answer to the elaborate speech which the
hon. mover of this motion has just made to the House, it
is mot from any want of respect to the hon. gentleman, nor
for the arguments he.has used. But as I passed over a
somewhat similar statement on the discussion on the
Address, so 1 propose to pass over this now. The course I
have pursued in relation to thediscussion of this question, as
the House knows, is one that I think commended itself to
the judgment of both sides of the House as saving a great
deal of time, and that was to avoid having a great number
of discussions on the sawme subject, and I propose to follow
that practically on the present occasion; and when I make
the annual statement, which I will take the opportunity of
doing when the Estimates come up, as to the position of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, and when we have the papers for
which the hon. gentleman has moved before us, it will give
me great pleasure to enter as fully, as may be found neces-
rary, into the question in such a manner as to state fully
and fairly the whole of this question to the House. Bat
there is another reason which impels me to allow the hon,
gentleman’s statements to go to the country unim-
paired by any criticism that I might fecl it my duty
to offer, when it became mnecessary to deal with
this question. I regard the progress and prosperity of the
Canadian Pacific Railway as vital to the progress and pros-
perity of Canada, and I beliove anything that conduces to
increase the success of the Canadian Pacific Railway, will
conduce to increase the prosperity of the country itself. I

Mr. BrAKE,

listened with a good desl of pleasure to the statements made
by the hon. gentleman, which are calculated to be of great
value to the Canadian Pacific Railway. The hon., gentle-
man has directed your attention, Mr. Speaker, to the fact
that those hostile to that great work, have succeeded in
shutting the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, down to
the present hour, practically out of tho great money market
of the world. If there is one place in the wide world where
projects of this character are weighed and estimated, if there
is one placo where capitalists are found prepared to ventare
their money upon all projects and enterprises, that give a
fair and reasonable prospect of return, it is to be found in
London, the centre of the money market of the world; and
yet the hon, gentleman, notwithstanding the statement he
has made of the enormous profits this Company are to
derive, is obliged to admit that the cnemies of the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, and of the construction of a
Canadian Pacific Railway, have been able, down to the
present hour, to exclude that great Company from the
great money centre of the world. That fact itself would
incline me to allow all the remarks the hon. gentleman
has made to go without any criticism or remark calcu-
lated to impair, in the slightest degree, their effect or
operation., The  hon. gentleman knows that those who
have succeeded in shutting that great enterprise, so
vital to the progress and prosperity of our country, out of
the money market of London, have not only acted in a
hostile manner to the Company, but they have also taken
hostile action against Canada itself; and there was nothing
that could interfere with the progress of this country,
nothing that could impair public confidence, the confidence
of the world, in the position of Canada, than ths enemies of
that Company and of that great enterprise, the Canadian
Pacific Railway, have hesitated to resort to in endeavoring
to acecomplish their object. I am, therefore, glad that at
last the hon. gentleman is prepared to make those speeches
to the House, because they carry great weight here, and they
will carry great woight outside, and everybody who attaches
importance to his ntterances will nse those statements for
the purpose of meeting ¢nd combating the efforts made to
discredit the Company and its position. I shall have
great pleasure in bringing down the papers so far as
they are in the possession of the Government; and as re-
gards those not in the possession of the Government, but in
the possession of the Canadian Pacific Railway, application
will be made to the Company to furnish them. I may
say that a day or two ago I reccived a communication from
the Secretary of the Company to the effect that they would
be very glad to furnish all information in their power in
regard to the prog: ess of the work, not simply down to tho
period which the law requires, but down to the latest period
in their possession, down to the end of the year. As Lhave
already said, we will bring down all the papers in our
possession, and will endcavor to obtain all those not in our
possession, in so far as possille.

Mr. BLAKE. I am glad to hear from the hon. gentleman
that we are to obtain the information, ard that the Com-
pany does not object to give the fullest information, because
we ought to have had it before now. The House last Ses-
gion passed a resoiution in regard to this subject, and I
mentioned to the hon. gentleman privately that the obtain-
ing of information resembled the operation of drawing teeth,
in which it was distinctly set forth that the information
required by the Consolidated Railway Act should not be
submitted morely down to the end of the year, 30th June,
but should be brought down to the latest practicable date.
The return which has beeu brought down is, therefore, very
seriously defective. ~Now that we have learned that tho
Company does not object to give that later information, I
hopewe will get it, becauso it is clear that in the case of &
Company which has done so much between 30th June and
the close of the year, the state of things is very much alfer-
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ed- and the latest information is oﬁ the greatest value. With
mémd to the statement respecting further information,
the hon. gentleman took the precaution, at my suggestion,
to add to the Consolidated Railway Amaqdmt:nt f{101: a glauso

cially requiring all railway companies {o furnish any
:‘E:ther’infggmatio% the Governor General in Council might
at any time require; and so it 18 perfectly ecasy for
the hon. gentleman, in the oxercise of his duty as a
responsible adviser of His Excellency, to ojbtam fropn
the Company, by the passing of an Order in Council,

any farther information that might be required. No-
7 rets more than myself, in the interest of the

body re ' : :
pub?ic, 516 hostility shown to tho Canadian Pacific Rail-
d to which the hon. gentleman has referred. It

way, an
is d};’eply to be deplored that it exists, for no doubt it has

an injurious effect, and if any words of mine would tend to
mitigate the hostility and place the two great corporations
in a somewhat different relation to that which they occupy
at this time, I would be delighted, and would feel I had
done a very good day’s work for my country. But what I
bave pointed out to the House, and what I desire $0 point
out particularly to the hon. gontleman is, that we objected
seriously to the Canadian Pacific Railway as contracted for,
being complicated by unlimited power being given to it to
build branches, extensions, ete.; that the possession of such
power was likely to produce dangerous and inconvenient re-
sults, and it has produced those dangerous and incon-venient
results. I do mot care how good a thing the contract may
be, it i8 possible to spoil its goodness. If the policy does not
concentrate the energios of those concerned in the enter-
prise upon the enterprise itself, if its means and
resources, those obtained from the public as well as private
resources, are to be expended, as they have been very
largely expended, on other and outside operations, then you
will find difficulties arise. If you add to that the fact that
such operations, from the point of view of other eorpora-
tions, tend to produce hostility, because those corporations
claim that what they call their territory is being interfered
with, the same sort of feeling which existed between the
Northern Pacific and the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Mani-
toba Railways in the States of Minnesota and Dakota, may
tend to impair the conditions of the contract in another
important respect, It has, indeed, done so, because the
compsnies have, by the hostility shown, excluded the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway from the London money market.
These are very important considerations, and their impor-
tance is largely due to the fact that the contract was so
framed as to permit the Company to branch out into exten-
sion lines, and thus produce these results.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I must remind the hon.
gentleman that the process of tooth extraction is quite as
painful to the party operated upon as to the dentist. The
hon. gentleman, however, thinks he is very much to be
commiserated with because he has made these representa-
tions, My attention was drawn by him a few days ago to
a number of blanks that occurred in the return which was
brought down by the Government. I have since gone over
the paper, and I certainly do not agree with the hon. gen-
tleman; I think the information was almost entirely sup-
plied. The hon, gentleman referred especially to the
questions of bonuses. No bonuses have been paid, but
all bonuses by any parties are embraced, so that that mast
have been quite overlooked. The information, as 1
have already said, is orly required by the amended
Act to be furnished down to a cortain date. That
has been furniched down to the date required, but the
Company have, in response to my application intimating
the desire of the Government to give the fullest infor-
mation, stated that they will bring that information down
to the latest practical period. My hon. friend ought not to
have omitted noticing the fact, that in the report sub-
mxtt;dsby the Secretary of the Company, a very full state-

ment, covering the entire operations of the year down to
the present time, has beon already Inid upon the Table of
the House.

Motion agreed to.

INTER-PROVINCIAL TRADE,

Mrv. PAINT moved that a Select Committee bo ap-
pointed to take into consideration, and report how intor-
provincial trade may be best promoted, the earnings and
enlarged traffic of the Intercolonial Railway be further in-
creased by products from Ontario to Qucbee, east to tho
Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland, and by returning
freight. He said: Mr, Speaker, a Committeo for tho con-
sideration of inter-provincial trade I consider of groat
importance to the people of this Dominion. Our railway
system, the Intercolonial, and the system of canals, along
with our lakes and rivers, where it is possible, should be
utilized in this respect to their utmost extent., The great
impetus given to the industries of the Dominion, through
the effects of the National Policy, forces us to look out for
and to seek enlarged channels for our trado to flow in. This
great Dominion, this heritage of ours, should be cultivated
und made productive to its utmost extent. It is true, Sir,
we are more united and friendly—ard I now refer to
our several Provinces—than we were in 1867, when we
were confederated; our boundaries since that time have
been greatly enlarged and our stakes more firmly driven.
But if ever we are to hecome one in trade and commerce,
and united in those respects, it will be necessary, where it
is possible, that our several Provinces should use the com-
modities and productions which they furnish among them-
selves. I trust, Sir, that this Committeo will be enabled to
develop a favorable scheme, which will tend to the dovelop-
mentof the benefits already conferred by the National Policy
still farther, and set trade free, which is at present bound
and fottercd. The flour and other products of the industries
of Ontario must find an outlet to the Provinces by tho sea,
by the most direct and cheapest route, and likewiso the
coal, the fish, and the oil of the Lowor Provinces, should, in
like manner, be returned by the most direct possible courso
to the Upper Provinces. 1 may say, Sir, that in Nova
Scotia, in New Brunswick and in Prince Edward Island,
we have a tonnage of the value of $25,000,000.
We have some thirty coal mines cosling $15,000,000 to put
into successful operation. The products of the fisheries in
the whole of the Dominion last year, amounted to
$14,000,000, of which $7,000,00) were tho result of the
fisheries of Nova Scotia, which have increased $900,000
during the past year over 1881.  This, Sir, I beg to submit
to the busiuess men of Ontario as part of our stock-in-trade
in the Lower Provinces; and I trust that they will not
regard with indifference—at all events they should not do
so—any effort that is being made for the development and
enlargement of this trade; and that we may rely on their
advice and their assistance. I rely upon the Committee,
eliciting much valuable information, that will assume
practical results at the opening of navigation. I fecl
certain, Sir, that our able and energetic hon. Minister
of Railways and Canals will regard this attempt with favor,
and will lend it all the aid in his power. I may say, Sir,
that the volume of inter-provinecial tradoe last year was
equal to the bulk of 3,000,000 barrels, or amounted to that
capacity ; that means, in other words, that it would furnish
fall cargoes for seventy-five of the Allan steamships. This I
believe, Sir, is capable of being further enlarged. Referring
to our coal and shipping interests which were, only a few
years ago, in a languishing and dying condition, but which
through the wise policy of our able and hon. I'inance Minister,
who discriminated in the Tariff in favor of ship-building
material, and also by the imposition of 50 cents per ton on
foreign coal, T may say that these industrics, along with many
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others, very numerous, owing to the National Policy, in this
extended Dominion, were invigorated and brought to life.
Sir, I may here refer to the bounty, which was wisely given
for the encoursgement of the fisheries generally, but more
especially of the deep-sea fisheries ; and the result of which
will be « large addition to the fishing fleet of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, possibly 5,000 tons. The Nova
Scotia fleet numbered 640 vessels, averaging from 40
to 50 tons, and some of those which are now being
built this winter, shortly to be launched, will be as
large as 120 tons, and these vessels go to the Grand
Banks of Newfoundland, where they remain for three
or four months during the fishing season. I may
say, Sir, that Nova Scotia having fisheries to the value
of 87,000,000 will be more largely benefitted than any
of the other Provinces, that Province alone having no
less than 30,000 fishermen. I look with pride and admira-
tion upon the men, who, in 1878, told the country that if
reinstated in power they would inaugurate the National
Policy. The people believed them ; they were returned to
power,and they had the fortitude, the tact, and the force to put
that Policy into operation. From 1878 to 1882, the Op position
had been telling the electors of the Dominion, at every
point, that if the country had an opportunity of pronounc-
ing upon the Government they would be hurled from their
places and the Opposition reinstated. The Ministry of the
day, led by the right hon. Premier, accepted the challenge
and went to the pollg, and the result was that the Government
were returned to power with between seventy and eighty of a
majority. The Ministry received instructions from the elec-
tors ot thiscountry to continue to build up the surplus which
they had accumula‘ed, to maintain the credit of this great
Dominion, to raise it, if possible, to a higher pitch than ever
before, and to maintain British connection unimpaired, by
discriminating in favor of British goods as against foreign.
The electors felt assuved that if this were done they mightrely
uon the protection of the old flag, and the support of the in-
vineible army and navy of Great Britain. 1t gave me satis-
faction, when I sat in the gallery of this House twelve or
thirteen months ago, to hear the remarks of the Minister of
Public Works, which would have been an effective answer to
fifty pamphlets such as a writer by the name of Edgar has
issueg. He said there was some restlessness, some disturbance
respecting independence and nationality, but when the hon.
gentleman rcse in his placé be said that he had better be
quiet for a while; that ho had been born under the British
flag, and that he expected to die under it, and that we
should hesitate before taking such a step as was proposed,
until we had at least 30,000,000 or 40,000,000 people.
Such a remark spoke volumes, coming as it did from a
gentleman representing a certain nationality. It went to
prove that they were loyal to the British flag and would
suppott the present Ministry. -I am happy to say that the
National Policy, however it may be sneered at, has con-
ferred bepefit on the county which 1 have the honor to
represent, It is true, Sir, that we cannot reap the full
benefit of that policy, as wo have no manufactures there,
but we have the shipping and the carrying trade and we
have improved freights. We have experienced benefits in
that direction sinco the coal mines were put in a state of
activity ; and the bestindicaticn of these benefitsis the state
of thecounty bank. There were usually deposits in this bank
to the extent of $1:0,000, but in 1831, the additional deposits
amounted to $23,000, and in 1882 to $43,000, not a very large
sum, but still a balance on the right side of the ledger.
Thete are, huwever, some small grievarces which I think
I should bring to tho notice of this House, with a view
of improving, if possible, inter-provincial feeling and
inter-provincial trade. One matter to which I wish to
refer, is the coast-line telegraph. This means of com-
munication is lacking along the southern coast of Cape
Breton wost to Louishurg, Forchu, St. Esprit, Larche-
Mr, Paint,

veque, Grand River, 1’Ardoise, and Sf. Peter’s, where
vesgels pass evory day during the twelve months, and
where a sum of $10,000 would supply the defect. No
less than $700,000 has boen spent in the telegraph commu-
nication of the North-West ; $300,000 along the coast of the
Gulf of the 8t. Lawrence, and $100,000 in the Province of
British Columbia. Yet I heard the hon. member from
British Columbia say the other day that he would be very
thankful to receive some of the crumbs which foll from the
master’s table. I would not wish 1o lessen the amount
which that Province receives, but 1 think they have received
some cuts from the very best joints on the table. I have
heard some sneers from the Opposition side of the House,
and it may not be improper for me to tracc a certain mis-
sionary tour taken through thc lower Provinces some
months after T was in the field. That tour cxtended to my
own county. It was taken by the hon. ieader of the
Opposition, and the accomplished gentloman who occupies
a seat at his side—the hon. member for East Quebec—and weo
can traco their journey with great interest. It commenced
in  Restigouche, a county which was 1epresented by a
Reformer ; they passed through, and that county was lost.

- Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Won.

Mr. PAINT. They came to Gloucester, and that county
was lost. They passed through Chatham, and the able
hon. first Minister of Marine was returned by acclamation,
They then proceeded to St. John, where the Minister of
Finance ha(})a majority ¢f nine in 1878, but in 1882 his
majority was 139. They passed through Moncton, in the
County of Westmoreland, and the result was that a chieftain
fell at that place and the county is represented by a supporter
of the Government. They then went to Yarmouth, and a
gentleman who sits close beside me ropresents the county
in place of the Reformer who formerly rcpresented it.
They proceeded to King’s County, the garden of Nova
Scotia, and in it, too, a supporter of the Opposition
was displaced by a valiant supporter of the National
Policy. They then came to Hants, of which Windsor is
the principal town, and that county was lost. I may
relate rather an intercsting circumstance that occurred
there. Therc had been a coiton company in Windsor,
which, for months, was unable to raise the amount of its
capital stock; it was sbout half subseribad when these
gentlemen held their meeting, and when, for the purpose
of decrying the National Policy, they represented to the
electors the enormous profits that were being realized by
the cotton manufacturers of thé West, the stock was sub-
scribed at once. At present the company is in full opera-
tion, and has sold its productsfor a long time ahead zt
profitable prices. They then visited Halifux, and theresalt
was the election of the two respectel and hon. repro-
sentatives who s/t uvear the centre ¢f this Chamber.
They visited Pictou, and the result is that two supporters of
the Governmeunt have come from there. They then visited
Cape Breton, eighty miles cast, and held a meetingin Inver-
ness. Well, Sir, in that county 20,000 descendants of
the sons of the heather reside, with a smaller number
of French settlers, and they returned the hon. member
for Inverness, in place of a Reformer who held the scat
for some time previous, with 800 majority. Then they
came to St. Peter’s, the contre of the county I represent.
The electors came from the country round in large numberr.
There are 7,000 French speaking pecple in that county, and
the hon. member from Quebec was able to discuss political
questions to their satisfaction. Well, 8ir, I never flinche!
from the position I took that the National Policy was
my platform out-and ouat,that I would sink or swim, win
or lose on that, and 1 succeeded in being returned, mnot-
withstanding the manner in which these hon. gentlemen
held wup the benefits of Freo Trade. I have also mach
pleasure in tendering to hon, members my best wishes for
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their happiness. They may rest assured that on all occasions
1 will-mgl‘;)e it a duty 1o act towards them with the consider-

ation and respeet which good breeding requires.

Mr. SPEAKER. I wish to call the attention of the
House to the fact that notice has not been given of the
names of this Committee, and they can only beagreed to

now by the consent of the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There can be no objec-
tion, I think, to this motion. The Committee will be a very

valuable one, and if they address themselves to thé subject
with the samo earnestness that my hon. friend does, will
make a most valuable repurt. I do not suppose that my
kon, friend opposite will object to the names.

Mr. BLAKE. I consider it very objectionable that notice
should not be given of the names of this Committee. Some-
times the engagements of hon. gentlemen, who would other-
wise be very valuable members of a Committee, are such that
they canpot take part in it. It is impossible to judge at the
moment who are the fittest persons; therefore, I think, we
ought to adhere to the reasonable rule that notice shall be
given.

Mr. PAINT. I may state that I have seen personally all
the gentlcmen nominated, and thoy have consented toserve
on the Committee.

Mr. BLAKE. That answers any question as to these
hon. members, but not as to others. Some hon. members
may wish to serve upon, and may be very desirable mem-
bers of that Committee, whose names are not there. I sec
no rcason for departing from the rale, ¢peeial'y to early
in the Session.

Mr. SPEAKER. The motion may stand as a notice.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I cannot unders‘ard the necessity
of this Committee. If, as the hLon. mover of the motion
has told us, the National Policy has done so much to
develop the trade of this Province, what is the pecessity
of a Committee to enquire for means of developing it? 1t
appears that the National Policy has been a failare, and
that this is a vote of non-confidence in the Administration
and their policy.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Shelburnc). Iam glad the Govern~
ment have consented to the appointment of this Commitiee
as it is of vast importance to the people of the Maritime
Provinces, and I hope it will endeavor to lay before the
Government a plan by which our inter-provincial trade may
Ibe more greatly developed. There are some points, how-
over, in thespeech of the hon. member for Richmond which
I cannot allow to pass unchallenged. He has seen fit to
take-up some subjects foreign to the question of inter-pro-
vincial trade, and he makes some statements with regard to
the National Policy which are not borne out by the facts.
He says the effect of the Tariff, in imposing a duty on goods
used in the manufacture of ships, has been 1o cause a
development of that important industry. It is simply
nonsense for any hon. gentleman to make any such
statement as that. Our ships are princicipally engaged
in foreign trade, over which this Tariff has no effect
whatever, The trath is, the ship-building industry is
not in as prosperous a condition as it was eight or ten
years ago, for the simple roason that wooden ships are
going out of date and steamers are taking their place. The
hon, gentleman also says that the granting of the bounty of
$150,000 to the fishermen has resulted in a large develop-
ment of that important industry. Why, Mr. Speaker, the
8150,000 voted last year has not yet been paid to the fisher-
men, and if it had been paid it would have been too small a
glttance to have caused the prosperity of the fishing indus-
dl'y. The success of that industry during the past year was

Ge, a8 1t will be this year, to other causes entirely. Never

before in the history of Nova Scotin were such pricos ob-
tained in the United States and the West Indies for the
products of our fisheries. That condition of things was
entirely due to the failure of tho Norwegian fisheries and
the partial failure of the Newfoundiand fisheries. The hon.
gentleman also pointed out that a very large amount of
money is now finding its way into the savings banks of the
county he represents. I am surprised that 8o much money
should go there to draw 4 per cent,, if it could be more pro-
fitably invested in the shipping and fishing industries. He
has furthermore commented on tho result of the electious
in the Province of Nova Scotia. I may remind bim that
several counties formerly representod by Conservatives
were carried by Liberals. I may tell him that the hon,
gontlemen who represent Halifax wore barcly clected,
although four years ago they had a majority of several
hundreds. IIe will also find, if he looks at tho returns, that
a larger proportion of the peoplo of Nova Scotia are opposed
to the National Policy than before. I am glad the Govern.
ment have decided to appoint this Committeo, and I hope
it will do somo good in promoting trade betworn tho

Provinces,
Motion, with names of Committee omitted, agroed to.

SURVEY OF RAILWAY BETWEEN HHARMONY STA-
TION AND ELMIRA.

Mr.McINTY RE,in moving forareturnof all reports,papers
and documents bearing upon the survey made in May and
June last, of a proposed branch line of railway between Ilar-
mony Station on the Prince Edward Island Railway to
Elmira, Bast Point of Prince Edward Ieland, together with a
statement of the cost of said survey, said : Mr. Speaker, [
wish to offer a few words in explanation of the motion
which I have just made. In 1879 a large petition was sent
to the hon. Minister of Railways and Canals, from that scc-
tion of Prince Edward Island to which this motion refers,
asking for the survey and construction of a short branch
line of railway, leading from Harmony on the Irinco
Edward I-land Railway, to a place called Elmira, a very
short distance from the Kast Point of the Island. 1 may
remark that the cause which gave rise to the petition is the
fact that the main post road leading from the East Point to
Souris, the nearest and ordinary place of market for this
gection of the country, is so very hilly that in the fall of the
year the farmers find it next to impossible to have their
produce marketed in time to command the highest prices.
They are, therefore, compelled to wait for sleigh roads, but
by this time navigation is fast closing and the markets are
down flat as to prices. These people, thercfore, labor unler
very great disadvantages. Well, for the next threc sea-
sons after the presentation of the petition, nothing was
heard from the members at that time represcnting the
county, in regard to it. At last, towards the end ot the
Session of 1832, just on the eve of a Dominion Eleetion,
these gentlemen were struck with a sudden inspiration, ard
it was communicated to the hon, Minister of Railways and
Canals, in the shape of a letter written by the mortal hands
of our two representatives. The Minister was doubtless
urged that a survey should now be had, as the Elections
were coming on, and it would, no doubt, have the effect of
assisting the Government candidates. The following is
the reply of the hon. Minister of Railways and Canals:—

¢ Orrawa, 9th May, 1882.

« My Drar Sies,—In reply to your leiter, asking that a Railway be
constructed from Harmony to Kast Point, { bave to say that during
Recess I will have a careful survey made, and the result reported, with
aview to arriving at a decision upon the matter, ’

¢ Yours faithfully,
(Signed) ¢ CranLEs TOPPER.
¢ C. B, Mattart, M.P.,
¢ A, C. McDonald, M.P.,
¢ House of Commons, Ottawa.’’
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Well, Sir, the survey was made during the heat of the
Dominion campaign. For threec or four wecks previous to
Election day surveyors, chainmen, &c., could be found in all
this section of the country. Their arduous labors were
betimes intermilted by a littlo fishing and other cqually
amusing pastimes, such pastimes in fact as are usually
required by those who are overworked. Sometimos tho
pleasant hours were whiled away by a little canvassing,
and wherever friends of the party and others were found
to be inclined to kick over the political traces, they were
brought in again by the most lavish promises of position on
the line even in advance of its survey or construction.
As soon as the Elections were over the surveyors dis-
appeared as if by magic, and it is even unknown to this
day what has become of them. This was the last heard of
the celebrated survey. However I have been reminded by
my friends in that seclion of the country to make enquiry
about the matter and hence my excusefor bringing it to the
attention of the House. The people gave their votes to the
Government candidates and have consequently performed
their share of the bargain, and now they ask the Govern-
ment to perform their share of the agreement; and I think
it is a very reasonable request. I have little doubt that
when the report comes down, it will be found to be favor-
able in ecvery particular, as there are no engineering
difficultics whatever to be met with in the centré of the
country, the land being as level as a prairie. I have every
hope, therefore, that whon the Estimates are brought on
to tho Table of the House, they will contain a sum sufficient
to construct this much nceded work.

Motion agreed to.

FRAUD IN AGRICULTURAL FERTILIZERS.

Mr. MASSUE moved that the House resolve itsell into
Committee of the Whole on a resolution declaring it
expedient to pass a Bill to prevent fraud in the manufac-
turo and sale of agricultural fertilizers.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I do not think that the
House is in possession of the facts to enable them to discuss
this Bill intelligently. They do not know to what extent
fraud has been practised in tho manufacture and sale of
agricultural fertilizers, and they have no means of knowing.
I think, therefore, that my hon. friend had better consent to
refer this important matter to a Committee,

Motion withdrawn,

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Motions for the following Returns were severally agreed
t0 e

Papers, reports of engineers, Eetitions and correspondence
relating to the building of a breakwater at New Harbor,
Guysborough County, Nova Scotia.—(Mr. Kirk.)

Papers, reports of engineers, petitions and correspondence
relating to the building of a breakwater at Indian Harbor,
Guysborough County, Nova Scotia.—(Mr. Kirk.)

Copies of the Appendix to Report of Select Committoe
appointed last Session to enquire into the effects of the

ational Policy upon the agricultural interests of the
Dominion.—(Mr. Vanasse.) Referred to Printing Com-
mittee.

Statement for the fiscal years 18734, 18745, 1877-8,
and 18789, as to persons employed in any of the Depart-
ments whose remuneration was charged to Public Works in
connection with which they were employed ; giving, 1st,
the name ; 2nd, the date of first employment ; 3rd, the re-
muneration ; 4th, the nature of the service ; 5th, the works
to which the remuneration was charged, with the amount
charged to each work.—(Mr. Bergeron.)

Mr. McINTYRE. '

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 6 o'clock p.m.) tho Houso
adjourncd.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
ToEspay, 6th March, 1883,

The SreARER 100k the Chair at Three o’clock.

PrAYERS.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY CONTRACTS.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER laid before the House—copies
of contracts for the Canadian Pacific Railway, in terms of
Section 19 of the Act 37 Victoria, Chapter 14, as follows :—

Articles of Agreement entered into between John
McDonald and Her Majesty the Queer, represented by the
Minister of Railways and Canals of the Dominion of Cana-
da,—to construct six combined Passenger and Freight
buildings on 42nd contract, Canadian Pacific Railway.
(Contract No. 97.)

Also,—Between Colin Nichol Black and the Minister of
Railways and Canals, &e., &c.,—for the supply of 30,000
tamarac ties, 8'— 0 x 7" x 6" at 25 cents each, for the
Canadian Pacific Railway. (Contract No. 98.)

Also,—Betweon Guest & Co. and Her Majesty the
Queen, &e., &c.,—for the supply of steel rails, and steel fish
plates for the Canadian Pacific Railway. (Contract No.
96.)

Also,—Between Horton & Son and Her Majesty the
Queen, &c., &c.,—for the supply of 72 tons of iron bolts and
nuts for the Canadian Pacitic Railway. (Contract No. 94.)

And also,—Between Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss and Her
Msjesty the Queen, &e, &ec.,—to supply bolts, nuts and
spikes for the Caradian Pacific Railway. (Contract No. 95.)

BILL INTRODUCED.

The following Bill was introduced, and rcad the first
time :—

Bill (No. 53) to declare the meaning and effect of certain
provisions of the Actincorporating the London and Ontario
Investment Company, Limited.— (Mr. Hay.)

KING'S COUNTY (P.EIL) ELECTION.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). Beforo the Orders of the Day
are called, I would like to enquire of the Government
whether they propose proceeding with the motion that I
made some days ago, and which was allowed to stand over
till to-day.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. T have been requested to ask
the hon. gentleman to be kind enough to allow the motion
to stand for a few minutes, until the hon. the First Minister
shall be here.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT.,

House resolved itself into Committee on Bill (No. 7) to
amend the Criminal Law, and to extend the -provisions of
the Act respeeting Offences against the person.—(Mr.
Cameron, Huron.)

(In the Committee.)

Mr. CAMERON. The Committee will observe that the
Bill, as introduced, contains four clauses: the first, to pro-
vide for cases of parent and child; second, of brother and
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gister; third, of grand-parent and grand-child; and fourth,
of uncle and niece.

On the fourth clause, o .

Mr. DESJARDINS. I desire to invite the attention 9{‘
the Committee to the point as to whether such a Bill is
necessary. 1 have not heard that the morality of the com-
munity since last year has been of such a nature asto justify
the enactment of such a law. Our duty here is to provide
for the protection of public morality when it is attacked ;
but I do not know that we should, by such a piece of legis-
lation, cast a blot on the reputation and character of the
popul&tion, if we have not facts to justify the adoption of
such alaw. I do notknow, but perhapsin the vicinity of the
constituency which has elected my hon. friend, facts may
have come to light which would justify him in coming be-
fore the House and asking for such legislation. For my
own part, I do not know, nor have I gathered from news-
papers or public evidence, that the character or morality of
the people is such as to justify the addition of this Bill to
our lawe. It seems to me that we should first enquire as to
the necessity of the Bill, and afterwards consider whether,
in the cvent of the Bill becoming law, it should not prove a
dead letter, as is the case with many of the criminal laws of
England. Unless I am shown that I am laboring under a
falvo impression, I beg to move that the Committce now
rise.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron.) I think tho hon. member for
Hochelaga (Mr. Desjardins) is too late in raising his
objection. The principle of tho Bill has been approved by
the hon. leader of the Government, and by the House. It
has received a second reading ; it has been referred to the
Committee of the Whole, and three clauses have already
been assented to. If any argument, however, were wanting
for supporting the Bill, I have only to go to the Province
of Quebec, near the hon. gentleman’s own doors, to obtain
it. I find that since last Session, when the hon. gentleman
and his friends voted down the Bill, a gross outrage has
taken place in the adjoining county to that in which the
hon. gentleman lives, and the law could not touch the
parties because there was no Act covering the case either
in the Dominion or Province, Perhaps if I hand the hon.
gentleman a copy of a Montreal newspaper containing the
report of the case he will change his mind as to the
necessity of the present Bill. I do not care to read that
particular article to the House, as it would not prove
edifying; but I hand it to the hon. gentleman, and ho will
be convinced as to the necessity of the Bill. I have cut
out from newspapers since last Session four cases which
have taken place, some in Quebec and some in Ontario—
not one of them in my own county, I am glad to say, but
clsewhere in the Province, and if elsewhere, the law should
reach them. My hon. friend should not oppose the Bill on
the ground that we should not legislate in advance of the
commission of guch ¢rimes, because such crimes have been
committed in the Province of Quebec, and because, if that
argument were to hold good, we should never legislate in
criminal matters unless some violent and scandalous case
had occurred; but we should legislate to prevent the
commission of those crimes. The hon. genlleman says we
should legislate in respect to kmown wrongs. Ho is a
newspaper Eublisher and proprietor, and he should know, if
he reads the public prints, that those crimes are mot
unknown, but that many have taken place in his own
Province and in Ontario. ~ Does he not recollect that within
a decade a man was executed in Montreal for murdering
the fruits of illicit connection ? And he will see by the
paper I have placed in his hands that, since last Session,
cases of the character dealt with in the Bill have taken
place within his own Province.

Mr. AMYOT. I think if nature and religion cannot pro-
vide against those offences, legislation will not prevent

them, but only bring about new scandals. I object to
the placing on the Statute-book of Acts dealing with these
descriptions of crime, which simply cxcite the curiosity of
young people, do not prevent the crime itself, but aro
rather suggestive of crime; and weshould protest against
onacting such legislation which is a dishonor to the
Dominion at large.

Mr. DAVIES. It is a pity that this Bill should be thrown
out for a causc of the kind given by the hon. gentleman.
Casos of this nature occur in all the Provinces; and these
criminals have not been punished becauso we have no such
law as this on the Statute-book, and it seems unreasonable
to throw it out on the ground stated by the hon. gentleman
who has just sat down. There have been cases which have
happened during the last year or two, known to several hon.
gentlemen in this House, whero the criminals have escaped
because such a law as this to punish them did not exist.
It is no reflection on any class in the community or on any
individual. 1t is merely like every othor law which iy
passed ; there happens to be a lecune on the Statute-boois in
this particular relation, and this Bill is intended to fill it up.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1 gave my general
assent, as far as wmy assentis worth anything, o the principle
of the Bill on its sccond reading. Now we are in Com-
mitieo on it, and I still am strongly of opinion that the first
three clauses should be adopted, but the fourth not; and for a
very good reason : for we all know that within tho limits
of the British Empire, many marriages, such as there
mentioned, have been recognised by law, and are not con-
sidered incestuous in any way. I think that the hon.
gentleman should assent to tho clision of this clause,

Mr. CAMERON (Huren.) Mr. Chairman, I think that
the third clause ought to be struck out. Though 1 made
provision that it should not apply to such cases as had
occurred in the past, we know that such marriages have
taken place in our own Provinces and elsewhere; and
will allow that clause to be struck out, first, second and
third to be passed.

Mr, BLAKE. I am very glad to hear the observation of
tho hon. the First Minister; and I hopo that it will receive
the favorable consideration of the ITouse. We all agree, Sir,
that we occupy a disgraceful position with reference to this
question just now; but I do not agrece at all with the houn.
gentleman who spoke, when he says that the rcason for
this disgrace is, that such a law should be proposcd. The
prosent disgraceful condition of things lics in the fauct that
such criminals go unpunished, and that thore is no law to
punish them. We know that in England there is 4 law on
this subject; but the system theve is different. These are
offences against the law of God, and they are offences
which shock our consciences, and they should he offences
against the law of man in this country; and that is what
this Bill proposes to make them.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Question, question.

Mr. CAMERON. Let us understand the cffect of this
motion ; if the motion is carried the Bill is killed.

The CHAIRMAN. I decide that the motion is lost.

Mr. DESJARDINS. Idemand a divisionto which I am
entitled.

Motion (Mr. Desjardins) that Committee do now rise,
negatived on a division,

Mr, IVES. Irise to apointoforder. Youare proposing,
Mr, Chairman, a Bill of five or six clauses; but there is no
such Bill before the House at all. The Bill must be printed
as reported by the Select Committec, before this House can
consider it. ,

Mr., CAMERON. The hon. "gentleman will see that
this is precisely the same Bill, only it has been divided
into clanses.
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Mr. IVES. I do not know anything about that.

Mr, CAMERON, If the hon. gentleman does not know
anything about it, he should not say anything about it. If
the hon, gentleman reads the Bill, which is in your hands,
he will see it is the same Bill that the Committee reported,
ouly it is divided into clauses,

Mr. IVES. It is casy to be witty; but it is beter to be
in order. The Bill, as amended, before it is passed through
Committee, according 1o the Rules of the House, ought to be
reprinted as alterel by the Select Committee to which it
was referred.

Mr. CAMERON. Ido not understand that it referred to
any Seloet Committee whatever.

Mr. IVES. There is only one clause in tho Biil before
the House.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. gentleman who has charge of
the Bi'l, when it came before the Committee, propozed that,
insteal of one clause, it should be divided into five clauses,
cach clause dealing with a special offence, and the amend-
ment was carried. But the hon. gentleman says it is out
of order because we have amended if. What then do we
go into Committee for ?

Mr. IVES. T wou'd like to enquire, Mr. Chairman, what
Bill is passcd ? What is the number of the Bill ?

The CITAIRMAN, Neo. 7.

Mr. 1 There is only one clause in that Bill.

The CIIATRMAN. It has beon amended in Committee.

Mr. BLAKI, 1t is not like onc of the laws of the Medes
and Poersians, which altereth not.
Bill reported, Commitice to sit aguin,

Ty
aS,

COUNTY JUDGES CRIMINAL COURT CASES.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton) in moving that the Order
for the ITousz to go into Committee of the Whole on Bill
(No. 11) to amend the law in reference to trial of cases
before the County Judges Criminal Court, be discharged,
and that the Bill be referred to a Special Committee,
composod of Messrs. Robertson (Hamilton), Brecken,
McCarthy, Rykert, Fleming, Amyot, Hall, Baker
(Missisquoi), lves, Ouimet, Coursol, and Wood (Brock-
vilie), with puywer to consider and report to the House upon
the present system of speedy and summary trials in certain
cases of persons charged with felonies and misdemeanors,
said :  In moving this motion, [ shall do no more than
draw atlention to the fact that the suggestion has been
thrown out that the Bill should bo referred to a Special
Committee. I think itisproper that the Committee should
consider and report as to the system now in force with re-
ference to summary orspeedy trinl. I certainly cannot say
more than has been taid by the hon. the leader of the House,
and tho hon. leader of the Opposition, with reference to the
desirability of making the trial of criminals more pablic
then they havo heretofore been. There is no doubt that
criminals—hardened criminals particularly—will seek to
take advantage of the law as it stands with reference to
speedy trials, knowing, as they do, that the public
«enerally are better engaged than in attending these trials.
T'he contequence is that when a trial of that kind takes
place there are only present those who are personally
interested in the trial, and perhaps a friend or two of the
prisoner. This is a stato of things which really should not
cxist. Ore of the great deterents from crime is the
publicity that is given by exposing the misdoings of those
who are charged with crime. After the present law was
passed with reference to speedy trials, I remember of hear-
ing an eminent counsel in the city of Hamilton remarking
on the fuct during the trial of a hardened prisoner, that in

Mr, CameroN (Huron).

all probability the prisoner would be sentenced to three
months imprisonment for the crime for which he was
charged, and that in three or four or five months he would
be back again,and again bo sent to prison. Tho hon.
gentleman spoke of the matter in a jocular way, but his
remarks showed that his idea was that these criminals
wero returned over and over again for trial; they were
gent to prison but came back bardened as ever, and were
again brought before the court of justice. I hope the Com-
mittee will consider the whole matter, and will be able to
report a scheme by which we can cure what I consider a
very great cvil.

Motion agieci to, and Bill referred to a Special Committee,

DISCHARGE OF PAST INSOLVENTS.

Mr. BEATY, in moving the second reading of Bill (No.
8) for the discharge of past Insolvents, said: I may mention
the features of the Bill more fully than they were indicated
to the House by my former observations. The general
feature of the Bill is that it shall apply to past insolvents
only, and that it shall not operate concurrently with any
Bill relating to the distribution of insolvent estates, At
whatover time the Act comes in foree, whether immediately
upon its passing or within a hmited time thereafter, all
who are insolvents at that time will be the only persons
who shall bo cutitled to the benefits of the Act, and'in that
respect the first clause is made as general as possible. The
Act is not limited to traders, but applies to every
trader or person who is insolvent or unable to pay his liabi-
lities in full, and who has made or thall make a voluntary
assignment, or i+ subject to a compulsory assignment of all
his estate for the bonefit of his creditors. The same clause
also states that tho Act shall not apply to any case of insol-
vency occurring after the passing thereof. The Bill is
intended to moet the difficulties which merchants compla‘n
of, th~t so many persons reckicssly enter into trade, and afier
8 year or two becomo insolvent, when they immediately seek
a discharge upon their giving over what remains of their
estate. There are, of course, cer!ain persons who will not be
admitted to tho benefits of the Act, such as trustees, admin-
istrators, exccutnrs, and other persons occupying fiduciary
positions. There are two modes provided for obtaining a
discharge. In tho first, the debtor will have to obfain a
majority of his creditors, representing three-fourths in
value, to counsent; and in such cases, application may be
made to the Court, and if the debtor is not guilty of traud
or fraudulent dealing, he will obtain his discharge. Then,
again, if a deblor cannot cbtain a majority in number, or
three-fourths in value of his ereditors, he may, after the
expiration of one year from the date of a voluntary assign-
ment, or an as-ignment made under any Act respecting
insolvency, apply by petition to the Court or Judge, and if,
ag in the other case, no fraud or fraudulent action appears,
he may obtain his discharge by order of the Court, These
are the two modes indicated in the Act by which a debtor
can obtain his discharge. The Act is, I may say, primarily
intended for insolvent debtors, and only so far as they may
bave assets is it intonded for creditors. The other Act,
relating to the cquitable distribution of insolvent estates,
has relation primarily to creditors, and not to debtors.
I desire to keep the two clauses d'stinct as far as practic-
able, and this Bill is for the purpose of enabling unfortunate
debtors, who may have become such by reason of the
emergencies of trade, to obtain a discharge for past
liability at the expiration of a reasonable time, and giving
them the opportunity of again engaging in trade, instead
of becoming deadheads upon the community, as they must
be with large liabilities hanging over them.

Mr. BLAKE. I should like to kn