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Indian Legends.
From Governor Gordon’s Wilderness Journeys in New Brunsicick.

Wae spent some days at this spot, which was an almost perfect
camping-place. The narrow outlet abounded in fish 10 s0 great an
extent, that E—— once caught forty-one in about as many minutes ;
and whilst we had a pretty view, we were well screened by bushes
on one side, and had on the othera small patch of partially burnt
wood, through which some remarkably fine pines were scatiered.

Here we fished, we drew, we bathed, we chatted, we idled, we
trapped, we made expeditions to shoot ducks and deer, and, in
short, had several days of very great pleasure. One day E——
and I circumnavigated the lake, paddhing ourselves: on another
occasion, after wandering about among the great_pine-trees, and
dining on ducks shot the night before, W—— and I made an expe-
dition to ascend Teneriffe. E—— was 100 lazy, or voted it too hot
to come with us. We went down througl: a chain of small lakes
connected by short streams, or mere narrow straits, and on the
way examined the traps set by W—, in which we found two
musquash———one living, the other drowned. After passing through
several laker, we turned to the right, up one which mases a sharp
angle with the coutse of the river, and which brought us nearly
vnder the mountain. We lad a stiffish climb, the upper part of
the hill being all bare rock, bot from the top we had a very good
vieaw—not 80 extensive, however, as that from Mount Sazamook,
thcagh more picturesque.  We came upon some fine pines during
our ascent. It was dark long before we returned to camp, und
nothing conld be mote picturerque than its appearance, lighied vp
by ihe ted flames of a Jarge fire which was itself for the most part
concealed from us by the bushes. After devouring our supper of
trout, I sat long over the fire, listening to [ndian legends. Some of

these are vergv picturesque and curious. They are more or jess
connected with each other, and form part of one great legend, very
nearly resembling that of Hiawatha—that is te say, a hero, not a
God, but more than man, is supposed to have existed, who ruled
all things hiving, and in whose time animale and men spoke to
each other fieely. A few specimens of the nature of these stories
will not, I think, prove uninteresting,

THE STORY OF THE GREAT BROTHERS.

¢ Long time ago, in the ages which are passed away, lived the
great twin brethren, Clote Scarp and Malsunsis. (1)

¢ That was in the days of the great beaver, feared by beasts and
men : and in that time there was but one language among all
things living.

¢« Now, whence came the brethren, or what their origin, no man
nor beast knew, nor ever shall kuow ;—nay, they kKuew it not
themselves.

¢ Aund it came to pass one day, as they sat together in the lodge,
that Malsunsis said unto his brother: ¢ Brother, is there aught
existing that can slay thee ?° ¢ Yea,? answered Clote Scarp: < If 1
be struck, though never so lightly, with an owl’s feather, I shall
die? (But he lied unto him.) ¢ Will aught slay thee, O brother??
¢ Yea, truly,” answered Malsunsis: ¢ he that foucheth me with a
fern root shall kill me.” And herein he spake the truth.

‘ Now there was no malice in the brethren’s heaits when they
asked each other this, and it was their purpose and desire each fo
shield each from harm. Nor did Clote Scarp deceive hi~ brother
for any fear he had of him, but because he was very prudent and
very subtle, and cared not that any man, nay,—not his brother—
=houtd know that which made his life depend upon the wil of im
that knew it.

¢ But it came 10 pass, that as Malsunsis thonght of these things
day by duy, it came into his mind to slay lus brother, that he alone
might be greal among beasts and men’; and envy of his brother
began 10 eat up his heart. But how these thoughis aro<e no man
nor beast knoweth, nor shall know. Some say that Mik-o the
squirtel taught him thus to think, and some say Quah-Beet-E-Siss,
the son of the great beaver. But some say he bad no templer save
himself. No man nor beast knoweth this, nor ever shall know.

¢ Now one night, Clote Scarp slept in the lalge, but Malsunsis
lay awake And he rose up and went out, and caifed 10 Koo-Koo-
Skons the ow!, and said : €O owl, give me one of your 12t feathers,?
¢ What for?? said the owl. ¢ I may not teil thee,’ said he but in
the end he told him, Then said Koo-Koo-Skoos, the owl ; ¢« Thou
shalt not do this wickedness through my help. Nay, morp: I
will ccreech until T wake thy brother, and wiil teli him all thy
design.> Then Malsunsis grew very wroth, and caught up s bow

(1) Malsnnsis, ¢ the Little Wolf,” was not the name of tho second
brotber, which has escaped my recollection, Cloto Skarp, I am sorry
to soy, means  the big liar”
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and arrows, and shot the owl, Koo-Koo-Skoos, and he tumbled
down on the grass dead. Then Malsunsis took out one of tho
feathers, and stole gently, and struck Clote Scarp on the forehead
between the oyes.  And Clote Scarp awoke, and saw his brother
standing over him (but the owPs feather he saw notg, and eaid :
¢ O brother, a fly hath tickled me:? and ks sat up, and Malsunsia
was ashamed. Yet he felt more angry with his brother than before.
And whon Clote Scarp sat up, he saw ti.e_owl and the arrow
sticking in its body, and the feather wanting in his tail. (For the
feather itself he could not see, Malsunsis having hidden it in his
hand.) And ho turned to his brother and sard: ¢ What is this, O
my brother, hast thou songht to kill me ?> And he sang this song ::~

¢ Verily I am ashamed for my brother,
Becauge he bath songht my life,

My safety is turned to my daoger,
My pride is changed into my shama.?

And he said: ¢ How camo this to pass, my brother?? Then Mal-
sunsis said : ¢ Truly, I did this thing because I believed thee not,
and kuew wall that I should not slay thee. I knew that thou hadst
deceived me; and lo! thou hast not dealt fairly with me. Have I
not told thee truly my secret? but thou hast not told me thine.
Dost thou distruct thy brother ? Dost thou fear me, though I fear
not thee? Tell me truly thy secret, that I may keep the hurtful
thing from thee.” But Clote Scarp feared him the more. Never-
theless, he made us though he believed him, and said: ¢ Truly
my brother, I did wrong to lie to thee. Xnow that a blow from
the root of a pine would kili me.” This he said, deceiving him
again, for he trusted him not.

¢« Then Malsunsis stole away into tha forest, and marked where
a great pine Jay which the wind had overthrown, and whose roots
lay bare and turned towards the sky. And the next day he called
to his brother to hunt with him in the woods: and brought him
near the pine-tree. Now it was mid-day, and the sun was het,
amd Clote Scarp lay down and slept. Then Malsunsis, mighty in
strength among men, seized the pine tree and raised it sn his arme,
and struck Clote Scarp on the head many times. Then Ciote
Scarp arose in anger, shouting: ¢ O thou false brother, get thee
hence, lest I slay thee!’ and Malsunsis fled through the forest.
Clote Scarp sat by the river and Jaughed, and said in a low voice
to himse!f: ¢ Nouaht but a flowering rush can kill me.”> But the
musquash heard him. And he grieved because lus brother sought
to slay him ; and he returned home to the lodge. Now it came to
pass, that Malsuusis came and sat by the same river, and said:
¢ How shatl I slay my brother ? for now I must slay him, lest he
kill me.> And the musquash heard him, and put up his head and
said: < What wilt thou give me if I tell thee ?°—And he said : I
will give thee whatsoever thou shalt ask.’~Then said the mus-
quash: ¢ The touch of a flowering rush will kill Clote Scarp: I
heard him say it. Now give me wings like a pigeon.” But Mal-
sunsis said : € Get thee hence, thou with a tail likea file ; what need
hast thou of pigeon’s wings ?? and he departed on his way.

¢ Now the -musquash was angry because he had not received
his - 1sh, and because Malsunsis had likened his tail to a file ; and
he was sorry, and he sought out Clote Scarp, and told him what
he had done.

« Then Clote Scarp rose up and took a fern-root in his hand,
and souzht out his brother, and said, ¢ Why dost thou thus seeck
my life ? So long as thou knewest not I had no fear, but tivw thon
must die, for thou hast learned my secret, and I cannot trust thee.’
And he smote him with the fern-root, and Malsunsis fell down
dead. And Clote Scarr sang a song over him and lamented. And
all that Clote Scarp did,and how he slew the great beaver—whose
house is even now in Kencbekasis—and how he ruled beasts aund
men, and what the great turtie—turtle of turtles king and chief
among turtles—did, 1 will tell another time.”

<« Three brethren came to Clote Scarp, and they prayed him to
make them tall, and give themn great strength and a long life ex-
ceeding that of men, and Clote Scarp was vexed with them, and
said, ¢ Probably you desire great strength and size that you may
help others and “benefit your tribe; and long life, that you may
have much opporiunity to do good to men.> And they saud, ¢ We
care nat for athers, neither do we seek the good of men ; long life
and strength and height are what we seek. Then he said, ¢ Wil
you take for these success in fight, that you may be glorious in
your tribe?’ And they answered, ¢ Nay, we have told you what
we seek.” Then he said, ¢ Wil you have, ivstead thereof, knowl-
edge, that you may know sickness and the property of herbs, and |
50 gain repute axd heal men?? And they answered, ¢ Verily we
have informed thee touching our desire.?

¢ Then ho said once again, ¢ Will you have wisdom and sub-
tlety, that you may excel in connsel ? ?

« And thoy answered him, ¢ We have told thee what we seck.
If thou wilt grant it, give ; if thou wilt refuse, withhold, We have
asked strength and long life and stature. Probably thou art not
able to grant thom, and seckest to put us off with these other things.?
‘Then Clote Scaip waxed angry, and said, ¢ Go your ways; you
shall have strength, amdi stature, and length of days? And they
left him rejoicing. ~But before they had proceeded far, lo! their
feet became rooted to the ground, and their legs stuck togethier,
and their necks shot up, and they were turned “into three cedar-
trees, strong and tall, and enduring beyond the days of men, but
destitute of all glory and of all use .

Others of these ?egends were ‘more of the nature of ¢ Reynard
tho Fox,” relating exclusively to the different animals and the
tricks they were supposed to have played each other. The clumsy
butt of all the other gnimals was always Bbluween, the bear; and
the cleverest were the panther Lhoks, aud the fisher-marten
Pekquan, but they had not the same rank with the tortoiss, who,
to my snrprise, was considered the great lord and chief among the
beasts, although his awkwardness and helplessness led into many
unpleasant and ludicrous positions. There 'was one very comical
story of his going out hunting, drawn on a sled or traboggin by two
cariboo, Of conrse he met with many misadventures. The boughs
swept him off his sled without its being perceived by his sleeﬁs;
he got entangled in creepers, and finally lus bearers became 80
tired of their load that they made a hole for him in the ice, and
left him there ; but, by dint of subtlety, he shot the moose of which
they were in search, whilst his companions veturned empty-
handed. On another occasion he fell into the hands of enemies,
and only escaped from them by a series of clever stratagems. But
Lhoks, the panther, filled the most conspicuous place in these
stories, The following is o specimen of those in which he fizured :—

¢ Lhoks, the panther, Pekquan, the fiskier, eat by the lake-shere,
and they watched the water-fow! at play. ¢ We will eat of these
ducks to-morrow,” sid Pekquan, the ﬁ}.:her, and he acquainted
Lhoks, his uncle, with his design. And it seemed good to Lhoks,
the panther. So Pekquan went forth and proclaimed that, on the
morrow, there would be a conuncil in the Jodge of Lhoks, the pan-
ther, to which all the water-fowl were asked, and at which mat-
ters of great advantage to the ducks and geese would be declared.

¢ So on the morrow there wis 2 prodigious assémbly of water-
birds, large aud small. There were the great geese and the little
geese, the wood-ducks, and the teal, and the hitle gold-eyes, and
the loons, and the mallards, and they all came flying, and hopping
and waddling, and jostling to the ledge. Then Lhoks declared
that o great mystety was to be perfonned to their advantage, and
that il%ehoved them all to keep silence whilst he danced, singing,
round the lodge five times, and that they must all keep their eyes
fast closed, or they would lose their sight for ever. So they all
shut their eyes and put their heads under their wings, and Lhoks
danced round the lodge. And behold! as he finished his- first turn
round the Jodge, he snapped off the head of a fat foolish duck, and
the seconid time he did Iikewise. Now, Pekquan, the fisher, had
a cousin among the teal, and he whispered to hun, ¢ Open yonr
eyes.? ¢ Oh no,’ said the teal, ¢ for I shall lose my sight? Aud the
third time, Lhoks snapned off a head, Then said i;equan again,
< Open your eyes! open your eyes!?> but the teal replied, ¢ I dare
not. Do you wish that Y should lose my sight?? Aud the fourth
time, Lhoks went round the lodge and bit off a bird’s head. Then,
as he was making the fifth round, Pekquan said again, ¢ You fool-
ish bird, I tell you to open your eyes without delay.’ So the teal
draw out his head carefully from under his wing and opened one
eye a little way, and when he-saw what was going forward, he
cried as loud as he could, ¢ We are all being.killexfl we are all
beiug Lilled !>" Then all the birds opened their eyes at once and
made for the door, with such a scramble and scurry as was never
seen before, and in the confusion Lhoks and Pekquan killed as.
many as they desired, and the dead layin heaps about the lodge.

& Now, Lhoks, the panther, took to himself the greater part of
the prey, and Pekquan, the fisher, seeing this, was arieved, for he
knew that the design had been his own, and he took of the warm
fat of the birds and put it on a-birch-bark dish and-carried 1t to the
water’s edge; aud he said to the musquash swimming by, ¢ O
musquash, take down this ish into the -cotd deep water aml cool
it for me ;° and the mu<quash did so3 and when Lhoks-saw that

Pekquan, the fisher, had good cool grease to_eat, he too desired
ity and he likewise called to the-musquash. Now, the musquash
had been instructed by Pekquan, the fisher, and when he bronght
up again the dish which Lhoks had given him, behold, it was but
partially cooled, and it was riot good. 80 Lhoks said te the mus-:
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quash, ¢ Take it down again, thou file-tailed one, and be sure to
cool it well and offectually this time.? And the musquash dived
down again, saying, ¢ It shall bo s0.> And Lhoks, waited for him
on the shore, but he came not up again at ail. And Lhoks waited
all that day, and all that night, and the next day, and when at last
he returned to the lodge, he found that Pekquau, the fisher, had
eaten up all the birds, and he was greatly angered.”

There was a scquel to this tale, consisting of a long pursuit of
the musquash by Lhoks, in which the musquash ultimately escaped ;
but 1 never quite understood this. .

Op another occasion, Lhoks persuaded poor Muween, tho bear,
to roast himself in an oven under the idea that it would make him
white, a colour of which all beats are passicnately fond 3 and when
Bruin, unable to endure the heat and pain, insisleJ on being
released, Lhoks induced him to retutn by pointing out to him the
white gorget on his breast as 2 mark that the change was com-
mencing and would soon take effect. The conversation with which
this tale began was rather amusing.

¢ Lhoks and Muween sat by the lake. The sea-gulls flew by.

¢ Said Lhoks, ¢ Thoss are of all birds the most ungrateful.’

¢ Said Muween, ¢ Why 1

¢ Said Lhoks: ¢ Do you not know that they were black, and
that I taught them how to become white, and now they fly by me
without one word. There is no sratitude in them.??* He thus Kzads

on Muween to desire to know the same secret, and to profit by the
knowledge of it, -

But the wildest, most poetical, and most striking legend of the
whola, 18 that which relates the final disappearancs of Clote Scarp
from earth. I give it as nearly as I can remembor in the words
in which I heard it,

¢ Now the ways of beasts and men waxed evil, and they greatly
vexed Clote Scarp, and at length he could no longer endure them.
And he made a great feast by the shore of the great lake—ail the
beasts camo to it—and when the feast was over e got into a big
canoe, he and his uncle—the great turtle—and they went away
over the big lake, and the beasts looked after them until they saw
them no more. And alter they ceased 1o see them, they still heard
their voices as they sang, but the sounds grew fainter and fainter
in the distauce, and at last they wholly died away. Aud then
gieat silence fell on them all, and a great marvel came to pass,
and the beasts who had till now spoken but one language, no longer
were able to understand each other, and they all fled away, each
his own way, and never again have they met together in council.
And Koo-Koo-Skoos, the owl, said, ¢ Oh, I am so sorry! oh, I am
s0.s0rry 1 ? and has gone on ever since saying so at night. Aud the
loons, who had been the hunting dogs of Clate Scarp, go restlessly
up and down through the world, seeking vainly for their master,
wl:‘o,r,n they cannot find, and wailing sadly because they find him
no

With these stories were mingled others of a more historical
character, of war and hunting. These latter they showed no un-
willingness 1o tell, but 1t was only at night, and in a low voice,
while my companions slept, that the more superstitious ones were
related ; and the waking of another member of the party, or the
slightest expression of apparent unbelief or ridicule sufficed to
check. the story 5 nor could they ever be persuaded to rerume the
narration of one interrupted in such a manuer.

SCIENCE.

Leavés from Gosse’s Romance of Natural
History.

(Continued.)
DISCREPANCIES.

_-One of the most intéresting discoveries of modarn sciencs is that
of a subterranean fauna, all the members of which are blind, The
transition from the illuminated tenants of this upper world to those
darkened subjects of Pluto is indeed facilitated by certain intes-
mediate conditions. Such is the guacharo, or fruit-eating night
jar, found by Humboldt inhabiting, in imraense hosts, a deep,
sepulchral cavera in South America, shut out far from the remotest
ray of light, coming forth under the cover of night, and invested
with superstitious terrors by the natives. Such, 100, is the aspalay,
or mole of eastern Europe, which habitnally lives under ground 3
and suchis the proteus, a strange sort of salamander found in the

lakes of immense caverns in Illyria. They are believed to come
from gome great cep(ml, inaccessible reservair, where no ray of
light has ever penetrated, and whence occaxional floods may havo
forced the individuals that have becn discovered.

[ know not what the coudition of the eye may be in the gnacharo,
but in the mammal and roptile, 1t exists only in the most rudi-
mentary condition, camnplotely covered by the integuments.

Vary recently, however, investigations in various parts of the
world have revealed the curioas circumstance of somewhat exten-
sive series of animals inhabiting vast and gloomy caves and deep
wells, and perfectly deprived even of the vestiges of eyes. Enor-
mous caves in North America, some of which are ten miles in
lengih, and other vast and ramified grottoes in Central Europe,
have yiclded the chief of these ; but even in this country we pos-
sess at laast four species of minute shrimps, three of which are
abeolutely blind, and the fourth (though it has a yellow speck in
the place of an eye) probably so.  All'these have been obtained
from pumps and wells in the southein counties of England, at a
de}I)‘th of thirty or forty fuet from the surface of the earth.

he crustacean Calocaris, already mantioned as inhahiting the
amazing depth of one hundred and eighty fathoms, appears to be
blind, for though eyes are present, their surface is perfectly smooth
and destitute of facetted cornem, aud white, shewing the absence
of colouring pigment. Vision can scarcely exist with such a
structure, and this ig in keeping with the habits of the animal ; for
not only would 1the vast superincumbent body of water absorball
the rays of light, and make its sphere of being totally dark, but,
in addition to this, 1t is of fossorial habits, burrowing into the sandy
mud at the bottom.

The Mammoth Cave in Kentucky consists of innumerable sub-
terranean galleries in the limestone formation, some of which are
of great wxtent, The temperature is constant throughont the year
—59 deg. Fahr. A darkness, unrelieved by the least glimmer of
light, prevails. Animals of various races inhabit these caves, all
completely blind 5 for though some have rudimentary eyes, they
a})penr useless for purposes of vision. Among these are two kinds
of bats, two rate, cone found at a distance of seven nules from the
entrance,) moles, fishes, spiders, beetles, crustacea, and several
kinds of wfusoria.

In 1845, threo caves near Adelsburg and one near Trieste were
examined by Professor Scluddte. Koch, Schmidt, and others had
already announced the existence in these caves of a blind fauna,
besides the nroteus. An Oniscus, a beetle of the fanuly Staphyli-
nid@, and two belonging to the Carabide, were fouyd to be either
totally Jestitute of eyes, or to have there organs reduced to rudi-
mentary specks. Schiodte added to these two netw species of
Silphade, a species of spring-tail, two remarkable spiders, each
constituting a new genus, and a crustacean, Still later, Schmidt
has discovered two more beetles in these caves, inhabitng the
deepest recesses, and described as perfectly eyeless, yet retreating
quickly from the light of the explorers? torches into clefts of the
rock 3 a curious circumsfance, which wonld seem to indicate a
certain sensibility to the stimulus of light. Indeed, in several of
the vertebrate creatures of the Kentucky cave, the optic nerve is
found to exist. though the eyes are wanting.

Of the true relations of these remarkable:()eings with those which
inhabit the sunny world without, there are various opinions. Some
have thought it possible that thoy are the descendants of unfor-
tunate individuals that, in unknown ages past, wandered into the
caves, and were unable to find their way out again; the total
absence of hght, and the consequent disuse of the visual organs,
inducing an obliteration of the organs themselves, or at least of the
function. Others suppose that the animals were at the first assigned
to such sgituations, and fitted for them at their creation. Others
agaim, among whom may be reckoned the Jate Mr. Kirby, in his
< Bridgewater Treatise,’” contend that they form no portion of the
fauna now in existence on the surface of the earth, but belong to 2
creation as distinct as we may suppese that of Venus or Jupiter to
ve. The data, however, scarcely warrant such a conclusion as
this.

Mr. Charles Darwin has lately alluded to these singnlar facts in
confirmation of his theory of the origin of species by means of
natural selection, or the preservation of favoured races in the
struggle for hfe. He takes: the firsi~named view, that in the sub-
terranean animals the organs of sight have become (more or less
completely) absorbed, in successive generanons, by disuse of the
function. < In some of the crabs the foot-stalk remains, though
the eye is gone ; the stand for the telercope is there, thongh the
telescope with its glasses has been lost, As it is difficult 10 imagine
that eyes, though useless, could be in any way injurious to animals
living in darkness, 1 attribute their loss wholly to disuse. In'one
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of the blind animals, namoly, the cave-rat, the ayes aro of im-
menso size; and Professor Silliman thought that it regained, after
living some days in the light, some slight power of vision. In the
same manner as, in Madeira, she wings of fomo of the insects
have been enlarged, and the wings of others have been reduced,
by natural selection aided by uso and disuse, s0 in the case of the
cave-ic ., natusal selection seoms to have struggled with the loss of
light and to have increased the size of the oyes ; whereas, with all
the other inhabitants of the caves, disuse by itself scems to have
done its work.

“....0n my view, wo must supposo that American animals,
having ordinary powers of vision, slowly migrated by successive
generations from the outer world into the deeper and deeper
recessas of the Kentucky caves, as did European auimals in o the
caves of Europe. We have some evidence of this gradation of
habit ; for, as Schiodte remarks, ¢ animals not far remote from
crdinary forms, prepare the transition from light to darkness, Next
follow those that are constructed fur twilight 5 and, last of all, those
destined for total darkness. By the time that an ammal has
reached, after numberless generatious, the deepest recesses, disuse
will on this view have more or less perfectly obliterated 1s eyes,
and natural selection will often have effected other changes, such
as an increase in the length of the antennw or paipi, as a compen-
sation for blindnese.

4 ... Far fiom feeling any surprise that some of the cave-
animals should be very anomalous, as Agassiz has remasked in
regard to the blind fish, the Amblyopsis, and as is the case with
the blind P-zteus with refereuce to the reptiles of Europe, I am
only surprised that more wrecks of ancient life have not been pre-
served, owing to the less severe competition to which the inhabi-
tants of these dark abodes will probably have been exposed.””

Lone and barten rocks rising abruptly out of the solitary ocean
often teem with animal life to an amazing extent, where the
navigator might reasonably have looked for utter silence and
de-olation. For these are the resort of millions of oceanic birds,
affording to these, whose proper home is on the wide and shoreless
sca, the spots of solid matter which they require for the laying of
their eggs und the hatching of their young. This brief occupation,

lasting_only for a few weeks in the year, appears to be the only
link which connects these pelagic freebooters with the earth,
Pelicans, gannets, boobies, cormorants, frigate-birds, tropic-birds,
albatrosses, fulmars, skuas, petrels, guils, terns, puffins, and mul-
titudes of other tribes throng to such bare rocks in the season, in
couritless hosws, making the desolavion horridly alive. Such a
scene as ensues when mau intrudes on it has been vividly depicted
by Le Vailiant. ¢ All of a sudden, there arose from the whole
suiface of the island an impenetrable cloud, which formed, at the
distance of forty feet above our heads, an immense canopy, or
sather a sky, compased of birds of every species, and of all colours :
cormorants, sea-guils, sea-gwallows, pelicans, and 1 believe, the
whols winged tribe of that part of Africa, were here assembled.
All their voices, mingled together, and rodified according 1o their
different kinds, formed such a horrid music, that I waus every mo-
ment obliged to cover my head to give a little relief to my ears.
The alarm which we spread was so much the more general among
those innumerable legions of birds, as we principally disturbed the
females which were then sitting. They had nests, eggs, and
young to defend. They were like furious harpies let loose against
us, aitd their cries_rendered us almost deaf. They often flew so
near us, that they flapped their wings in our faces, and though we
fired our pieces repeatedly, we were not able to frighten them : it
seemed almost impostible o disperse this cloud.” .

How utterly desolate such insular rocks are is well illustrated
by what Mr. Darwin says of St. Paul’s cluster, sitnated in the
midst of the Atlantic, under tho equator. At a distance these
rocks appear of a brilliant white colour, partly owing to the dung
of the innumerable sea-fow), and partly 10 a coating of a hard,
glossy substance with a pearly lustre, which is intimately united
to the sutface of the stone. 1t seems to be a :ort of inflorescence
of the phosphate of lime, obtained by the sofution of the bird-ordure
in the elemeats, which takee on foliated forms imitative of lichens
or nullipores. . .

There is not a vestige of vegetable life her>, but of animals there
are not a few. The booby and the noddy sit on the bare rock in
starting tameness, apparently having less intellect than the far
inferior races around them. ¢ By the side of many of the nestsa
small flying-fish was placed, wiich, 1 suppose, had been brought
by the male bird for its partner. Ig was ‘amusing to watch how
quickly a large and active crab, (Grapsus,) which habits the
crevices of the rock, stole the fish from the side of the nest, as soon
as we had disturbed the parent birds. Sir W. Symonds, one of
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the few porsons who have landed here, informs mo that he saw
the orabs dragging even the young birds out of their nests, and
devouring them. Not a singlo plant, not oven a lichen, grows nn
this islet; yet it is inhabited by several insects and spiders. The
following list completes, I beliavo, the terrestrial fuvna:—A fly
(Olfersia) living -on the booby, and a tick which must have come
hero us & parasite on the birds; a small brown math, belonging to
a genus that feeds on feathers; a beetle, (Quedius,) and a woode
louse frum beneath the dung ; and, lastly, numerous spiulers, which
I suppose proy on these small attendants and scavengers of the
waterfowl, The ofien-ropeated description of the stately palm,
and other noble tropical plants, then birds, and lestly man, taking
possession of the coral islets as soon as furmed, in the Pacific, is
probably not quite correct ; ! fear it destroys tho poetry of this
story, that feather and dirt-feeding, and parasitic insects and
fpid'e,r,s should be the first inhabitants of newly-formed ocoante
and.

The ocourrence, far out on the boundiess #ea, of creatures which
wo habitually associate with the land, is a phenomenon which
interests even those who are hitle observant of natural history.
Visite of land-birds to ships have often been noticed by voyagers,
and that not of those species only which are known to make long
transmarine migrations, but of small and feeble-winged races, such
as finches and warblers. It is much more remarkable, howaver,
10 see insects under such circumstances; yet examples of this are
pot wanting. Mr. Darwin expresses ns surprise at finding a con-
siderable number of beetles, alive und appareatly hitle injured,
swimming in the open sea, seventeen miles off Cape Corricutes,
at the mouth of the La Plata. These may have been carried down
by a niver, especialiy as soveral of them were water-bestles; but
this will not account for aérial insects taking a sea voyage.
The same naturalist was surrounded by flocks of butierflies of
several kinds, (chiefly of the genus Colias,) ten miles off the saine
coast. They were in countless myriads, so that the seamen cried
that it was ¢ snowing butterflies,” extending as far as the eye
could range ; and, even with a telescope, it was not possible to see
aspace free from butterfhes. The day had been fine and calm,
and so had the day before ; so that tha supposition that the insects
had been involuntanly blown off the land was inadmissible.

But in these cases the land was not beyand the range of moderate
flight. What shall we say to jaunts of five hundred or a thousand
miles performed by these filmy-winged and delicate creatures ?
Mr. Davis has recorded that a large dragon-fly, of the genus
ZEshna, flew on board the ship in which he was sailing, on the
11th of December 1837, when out at sea, the nearest land being
the coast of Africa, which was distant five hundred miles.

The late Mr. Newport, in his Piesidential Address to the Ento-
mological Society of London, for the year 1845, thus alluded to
two other instances of the same interesting phenomenan :—¢ Mr.
Sanders exhibited, at onr December mesting, a srecimen of
Eshna, that was taken at sea by our correspendling member, Mr.
Stephenson, in fus voyage from this country to New Zealand, last
year. Thisinsect is a recognised African spectes, and was captured
on the Atlantic, more than six hundred miles in a direct line from
land. In all probability st had been driven across the ocean by
the trade winds, which blow continuously at that season of the
year in a cirection ablique to the course of the ship that was con-
veying Mr. Stephenson outwards. The other pstance that has
just come to my knowledge is mentioned in a letter from Mr.
Dyson to Mr. Cuming, Mr. Dyson®smate}, that while at sea, in
October last, when about six hundred miles from the Cape de
Verd Islands, and twelve hundred from Guadaloupe, he observed &
large ‘hutterfly, apparently of the genus Morpho, (?) (1) flying
round the ship, but he couldinot succeed in capturing it. These
are facts related by entomotngists who could not have mistaken the
objects observed, and consequently they are entitled to full credit.
They are full of interest in relation to a subject of physiological
discussion, the power of flight supposed to be possessed by these,
our little favourites, and the speed with which they are conveyed
across the ecean, whether bg an actual expeudunute of muscular
energy, or whcether carried the force of the wind alone. My
own opinion certainly is, that the amonnt of muscular power exerted
during flight is trifling, compared with what we have usually sup-

(1) If the butterfly was indeed a AMorpho,—~and Mr, Dyson, who was
an experienced lepidoptorist, could scarcely have been deceived about
8o remarknble a butterfly,—it conld have come ncither from the Cape
de Verd Isles nor the Antilles, but from the continent of South Americs,
to which the genus Morpho is limited. The neatest part of that con-
tinent 13 not less than one thousand five bundred miles from the posi-
tion of the observer.



FOR LOWER CANADA.

145

posed it to be, and in theso instances tho insects have been greatly
dided in their progress by the wind. The spoed at which they
must have traversed the ocean seems 1o confirm this view; as it
is wall known that the /Eshna will not live more than a few days,
if unable to obtain its hving food.”

‘The Atlanugc being the areat highway of niations, we have more
abundant observatious on” this than on other oceans, but similar
phenomena exist elsewhere, Humboldt mentions having seen, in
the Pacific, at a vast distance fiom the coast Jarge-winged
Lepidoptera (butterilies) fall on the deck of tho ship.

Squally striking is the presence of winged insects at very lofty
clevations. Saussure found butterflies at the suramit of Mont Blane,
and Ramond vbserved them in the solitudes around that of Mont
Perdu. Captain Fremout eaw honey-bees at the top of the loftiest
peak of the Rocky Mountaing in North America, the height of
which is 13,568 feet. Dr. Hooker, in the Himalaya range, found
insects plenuful at 17,000 fect; butrerflios of the genera Colias,
Hipparchia, Me'itee, and Polyommutus, besides beetles, and
great flies. Humboldt saw butterflies nmong perpetual snow at
yet lcltier elevations in the Andes of Peru, but conjectured that
they had been carried thither involuntarily by ascending currents
of air, And the same great philosopher, when ascending Chim-
borazo, in June 1802, with Bonplund and Montufar, found winged
flies (Diptera) buzzing atound him at the height of 18,225 feet ;
while a little below this elevation Bonpland saw yellow butterflies
flying over the ground. ‘ .

I shall close this category with two examples of animal life-in
unwonted gituations, less scientifically curious it may be than those
already adduced, but more amusing. That fishes should fly in the
air is strange enough, but we should scarcely expect that they
would verity their generic name by zoing to bed out of water. (1)
Yet Kotzebue was favoured with such an unexpected bedfollow :—

¢« The nights being warm,” observes the voyager, ¢ we always
-gleep on deck, to recover ourselves from the heat of the day, a
circumstance which occasivned me one night a ver}y unexpected
visit. I was awuakened by the constant motion of a very cold
animal at wmy side, which, when it writhed in my hand, I first took
to be a lizard, This, I thought, might perhaps have been brought
on board at Chili, with the wood: But, on examintog, I found
that it was a flying-fish that I had in my hands, and I am probably
the first that has caught such a one in bed.”

The other incident occurred nearer home.

In the tremendous gale of the 25th October, 1859, which did so
much damage on the coast of South Devon, » curious incident
occurred to a gentleman whose house was sitvated close to the
water-side. He was sitting with lus parlour window open, when
an enormous green wave came curhng towards the house, and
discharged its force full agamnst the window, There was no time
to shut the window ; but, retreating as fast as he could, he pulled
the door of the room after him, in order to keed the sea as far as
practicable from the rest of the house. After some time he returned
to see what amount of mischief was done, and, entering the room,
found the floor coverad with flapping and jumping fishes. The
wave had brdught forward a shoal of whitiny, and had deposited
thiem on the good man’s carpet; where they tossed, much to his
amufement and their own chagrin—fish out of water,

EDUCATION.

Associates In Arxts.

[A Paper read before the McGill Normal School Teachers’ Association,
by Jas. McGregor, Esq.]

Passing by the efforts of the At Association, and of the College
of Preceplors in England, which were probably the indirect origin
of the later more perfect scheme, 1 find that to Oxford, spite of her
conservatismi—a conservatism which we of this new country are, I
fear, to0 apt to consider fossilized and petrified—1o Oxford, at the
suggestion of the master of Rugby, is due the credit of first moving
in this matter, and offering to those who neither were, nor intended
to be, members of the University, a share of whatever prestige and
éclat might atiach to a connection with her, less intimate of course
than that of residents, but yet sufuciently so to make it an object
worth some sacrifice and exestion,

(1) Exoeelus, the name of the flying-fish, from two Greek words
siguifying out aud {o sleep. The Greeks fancied that the fish left the
water to sleep.

It was seen that the highest class of schools, conducted by Uni-
versity mon, and having in view the training of scholars for the
Universities, had an aim sofficiently defimte to give poimt and
directuess to their teaching, and sufliciently difficult of attainment
-0 call for the exercise of the best enerziea of both masters and
scholars. An annual test of their success was furmshed in the fully
published results of examnations at the different Univeraities, the
degrees, prizes, and honors carried off by the men from the diffe-
rent schuols. N

In the same manner, if not in the same degree, the lowest class
of schoals was directed, himited and tested by the trainung of
their masters in the Normal Schools, and by the visits and roports
of the Goverument Iuspectors,

But there was yet another class of schools, and that a very large
and important one, that was subject to none of these influences ;
they were independent and jsolated. And independence does not
always imply supenority, nor trslation excellence. [f they were
well conducted, the master could pont to no authoritative testi-
mony to assure the Public tnat he deserved their support ; and,
however far he might fall short of a just standard, the standard was
wanting, and he might, not only escape censure, but even, by
ciever manipulation, get credit lor great ability, whiie he was
really bankrupt in every good feature of schaool administration.

That this was not only pessible but actual was only too easily
proved, for many cases could be instanced in which the Publio
were swindled out of their money, and pupils out of their time and
opportunity, and even out of their abtiity to learn by men whu knew
little more ubout conducting x school than the art of advertising 1t.
On the other hand there were men, the complements of these, *who
knew almost everything about the manugement of their schools
except the advertising,

The best schoolmasters were thus at a disadvantage ; the Public
— always too chary of personal investigation into such matters —
without a compass to direct them 1n selecting a school, liable to be
imposed upon ; the scholars, without a definite aim, and without
any means of comparing themselves with others, apt to fancy that
they were making good progress, while in fact they were only rid-
ing hobby-horses, to remedy ihis state of things, Dr. Temple pro-
posed that the University of Oxford should hold an examination
open to all such scholars, from any part of the country ; and thata
certificate and 2 title should be granted to all who should pass
satisfactorily. The proposal was at once entertained.

Of course there were not wanting those who saw insuperable obs-
tacles on the very face of the thing. Some considered it derogatory
to the dignity of the University to have anything to do with those
outside its own grecincls; and further, that it would in this way
become responsible for persons too far romoved from its influence
and control. This was overruled on the gound that the University
owed to the country whatever influence for good 1t could exercise,
and it was shown that, while, under the pressure of the new wants
and spint of the age, Oxford and Cambridge were extending their
curriculum beyond the ancient limts, and embracing the Natural
Sciences, practical men, on the other hand, were becoming more
alive to the valu~ of Classics and the higher Mathematics as ele-
ments of a liberal education.

It was urged that, as_the sphere of usefulness and influence of
the Universities was thus extending, the adoption of the scheme
would increase their popularity and the popular sense of the value
of University training and testimonials.

Others were sure that they would have no candidates for their
certificates and titles ; and that thus the University would incur
the disgrace of a miserable failure. But then still others were
equalily sure that they would have too many candidates; that the
new litle, attainable at so little outlay both of money and time,
would satisfy many who would otherwise come up to the University
for the_regular degree; and that thus their numbers would soon
sadly diminish.

Both assurances have been
the resuit.

The resolution being faken 1o go on with the work, new difficu’ties
aross in settling the details of the scheme, but owing to the general
good spirit manifested by the different University officers, these
were soon overcume, and in a very short time after Dr. Temple’s
letter was written in 1858, the first announcement of ¢ Oxford
Middle Class Examinations’® was published.

The examinations were to be held at Oxford, and at any town
in England where a local committee would guarantee the payment
of the necessary expense, such places 10 be called Locat Centres,

The examination was 1o be conducted by University gradunates,
aud was to be the same, and held at the same time at all the
centres. It was (o be in two divisions, a Junior and a Serior; in,

proved equally without foundation by
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cach of theso were to bo several olementary subjects, failure in
which should be fatal to a pass, notwithstanding what position the
candidate might 1ake in higher subjects. A good examination in
theso highor subjects would entitle ‘the candidate to honors, and a
pass in the Semor would entitlo him to the degree of Aesociate in
Atts,  Tho results woré to bo pubiished, giving tho names of the
succersful in order of merit,

The announcement was gladly received throughout the country
Fenemlly. Some 10 or 12 of the largest towns petitioned the De-
ognoy, 1o whota the working of the schemne had been entrusted,
to bo appointed centres. Law societies and societies of Doctors, of
Architects and others, passed approving resolutions ; the society of
Arts offered a prize of £5 to boys who should take a certain goud
standing ; and & la.go number of names of intending candidutes
waa gent in.

The oxamination was held ; and the result proved at least the
necessity of this or some similar scheme, for more than half of
thoze examined failed to pass, and the failures wero nearly all in
the most elementary subjects.

The examination pap-rs were printed and widely distributed.
Parents and schoolmastets could thus understand pretty clearly
what University men at any rate thought such schools ought to do.

Parents could perceive the desirableness and justice of requiring
such a etandard to be adopted 1n the schools, and were now pro-
vided with a test eastly applied, and, if not perfect, at least approx-
imately so. N

Schoolamasters vould feel that they were challenged to prove
their work. The best of them, and those most anxious to do their
work well, would gladly accept the challenge ; and those who were
careless or conscious of their short comings would feel that a
refusal to accept it would be construed into a confession of inferin-
1.0y, that pupils would thereupon be withdrawn, and that thus they
would be touched in the very seat of their vitality—the pocket.

The scheme was thus fairly afloat; launched by good men and
true, earnest and cautions, anxious only to do the greatest possible
good, careful, and well qualified to consider the conditions necussary
to success,

The public had thus the amplest assurance that the vessel would
prove herself seaworthy, that she was entitled to registration at
Rloyd’s as A1l.

But these men were withal modest, rot promuigating the new
Jaws as hike those of the Medes and Persians, but enacting them
for 3 years only, that, by the hight of experience gained in that
time, they mizht be revised. At the end of the three years the
principal difficulty that met them was a retigious one. As church-
men they had required a doctrinal examination on the Bible and
Prayer-Book. It might be omitted but marks were thereby lost.
This was found to be a real grievance to many, and was reported
by the Delegacy as a matter to be mended 1if possible. Oxford
again gracefully yielded to accommodate the many who could not
conform to her ancient siandards, she followed "the example of
Cambridge, who was now also engaged in the same work, in
putting the religious examination on the broad and general basis
of Scriplure and the Evidences of Christianity. At the same time
the limit to the age of candidates was extended to 15 years for
Juniors, and 17 for Seniors, These seem to have been’the only
;Sx‘m‘nf of importance requiring 1o be changed at the renewal of the

atute.

Since that time the work has gone on, still extending and im-
proving. Cuambridge last year exammned about 600 candidates at
15 centres. In Ir land, under the auspices of the Queen’s Colleges,
similar examinations have been held.

In Scotland, 3 years ago, the malter was laid before the Uni-
versities of Edinburgh and Glasgow. Several towns were anxious
to have local centres established in them ; the measure had the
general support of teachers and merchants; it was urged on the
grounds that it would give sausfaction to parents and employers,
and afford a stimulus to pupils and teachers, and much value was
attached to the comparnison 1t would afford between school and
school. The Uaiversities however were so engrossed at that time
in endeavoring 1o adyust theiwr financial affairs, that they could do
nothing more than sigmify their approval of the scheme, and pro-
mige to atlend 1o it by and by, At length sore of the Scotch towns
having stated their determination to apply 10 Oxford rather than be
any longer excluded from the benefits of these examinations.
Edinburgh resolved 10 act and so relieve her chems from the
necessity of going over the Border i search of that sustenance it
was hers to afford them. Or, perlaps, she feared that, if such a
revorsal of the long estabiished order of things were to occur as
the coming North of Southerns, it might lead to the tuming of that
tide -of emigration that has beenso profitable to the sons of :he

North.  However that may bo, I see that Greenock the otber day,
;aetilioncd to be named one of the Centres for Edinburgh Umiversity
ocal Examinations. -

Hitherto the examinations have been confinéd to boys, but a
new era scems to be opening. The girls see no reason why, if the
scheme is s0 benefioial to boys, it should not be good for them ;
and if 50, why they should be prevented reaping the benefita.

Last year, in connection with the Cambridge examination in
London, through the managemont of some ladies, 92 girls were
examined. It appears also that Intely 999, schoolmistresses in
England, memarialized the Cambridge Senate on the subject;
they are supported by auch men as Lorﬁs Lyttleton, Clarendou, an:
Brougham, | think there can be little doubt of their success; the
Cambridge Dons, confirmed old bachelors as many of them are,
cannot long withstand, the determined attack of 999 ladies'led bya
veteran like Brougham.

That the work has been fairly done, the characters of the exa-
miners, men of high standing and public note, and the openness
with which the whole matter has been conducted, are full surety ;
and that it has been well and thoroughly done the larze proportion
of rejected candidates will bear rucful but unimpeachdable witness.
The reasons for their rejection too, bear high testimony to the faith-
fulness with which the examiners have executed their trust, when
we remember that they are University-Honor men and therefore
likely 1o have a predeliction for high” Classic and Mathematical
learning, yet they have never hesitated to pluck an unfortunate
who, however high in these departinents, fell short of the appointed
standard in the humble branches of spelling, arithme*ic, &c.
coutse these examinations revealed the same state of. things as that
so largely commented on in the Blue Books Jately published. A
state of things for which the.Universities themselves were to a
great extent responsiblgein giving on their own rapers such a pro-
minence, undue prominence if you pleass, to ¢ assics and mathe-
matics; in requiring of matriculanis such an extended, rather than
elementary, knowledge of these, as certainly tempted them and
their instructors 1o pass lightly over those subjects that were appa-
tentiy little valued at the Coliege. Is it through retnbutive justice,
or from an awakened sense of right and duty, that we now find the
gu%ines; of correcting these evils in the hands of Oxford and.Catn-

ridge

.Vl%. Gladslone says that he sees in this movement ¢ the resump-
tion, by the ancient Universities of the country, of their true relation
10 all classes of the community, as institutions which have been
the pride and glory of Christendom, and which ought to dispense
their benefils 1o all ranks of our fellow-countrymen, This was the
true aim of the Universities upon their first foundation. They never
were intended to be the monopoly of the rich. They wereintended
to work the deep mine of capacity and of character which exists
throughout the whole of every great civilized coramunity ; they
were intended to draw forth from hidden corners and recesses,
wherever they existed, the materials of genius and excellence for
the glory of God, and the advaniage of the country ; and that aim
they fulfilled.”?

Is it not strange that some shonld sce in these words only the
foreshadowing of doom to England, and picture to. themselves the
two Univeraities as two monstruous cuttle fish throwing out their
terrible arms in every direction, grasping and devouring the schools,
only to assimilate them to their own absolete and worthless forma 7
Tt has been propozed to appoint a body of schoolmasters to protect
the sohools Eom the ravage of the Universities! Surely the spirit
of concession they have manifested to the wishes of people, on
whom the Universities of late ages would have looked with con-
templ, does not warrant any such fears, but rather inspires the
hope that, as Proctors and populace, masters and merchants
become better acquamnted, a reciprocal good will and esteem
will increase, that the Universities will strike their roots deeper,
flourish more wigorously, and scatter more abuundantly over the
whole land those fruits which they alone can produce in per-
fection. In 1858, the first year-of the Oxford examinaticns, about
1200 candidates offered, of whom only about 400 passed ; in
1859, 480 passed ; in 1860, 500; in 1861, 600; and last year, of
1030 examined, 644. passed—487 Juniors and 152 Associates in
Artg. Of these, 168 Juniors and 33 Seniors took honors. Of the.280
Jun'ors who were plucked in the preliminary examination, Erglish
Bistory tripped up the greatest number : while the Seniors found
their Fons asinorum in Arithmetic. The exsmination was held
at 14 centres, giving an average of 40 passed. at each ; but deduet-
ing-the two largest places, the average of the remaining 12 was
about 24 Juniors and 7.Seniors, that is,24 certificates and 7 degrees
of Associates in Arts. ] L

I£ such a result is highly satisfactory to this great English Uni-
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varsity, { do not think our own McGill need fear that hor action
will produce results that shall cause her to shrink from comparing
notes even with Oxford, not abzolutely of course, but in proportion
to our populatidn. °

Tho following are the numbers examined and passed at 3 of the
centres—two from the top of tho list, and ono from the bottom.

Junions. SENIORS,
Exam:, Passed. Examd. Passed,
London.....191 110 80 49
Manchester. 121 83 37 18
Lincoln..... 10 8 2 2

Surely wo would be able to match this last as to quantity, if ot
quahty, in more than one place in Canada.

It will be remembered that at the first examination, the rejec-
tions were about 66 per cent. of the whole ; i 1862 they wore 41
per cent. ; and in 1863 they were only 36 3 and tlus teo, not becaunse
the examiners have come down to meet the examed, but in
spito of a gradual rise of the Pass standard.

It is to be noted too, that, while it frequently cccured in the first
examination, that a boy who failed ogregiously in Spelling or
elemantary Arithmetic stood so tugh in Classics ete., that he would
have taken single, or double, or even triple houors 3 such pheno-
mena have become each year more rare. The failures ara not
nearly so much in the elementary subjerts, or in the elementary
parts of higher subjects as they were at first, This itself is a
result, the value of which it would be difficultto deternine, seving
that it is likely in every such case, and certain in many, to give
us accurate, thorough, investigating men in the room of men, who,
whilo thinking that with them is wisdom, if they knew a little
more would know that they knew nothing. 1t is true thero is no
virtue in an examination to make better scholars or wiser men—
no—nor is there any power n a Bramah Press, and yet by means
of it I can increase my own power a hundred fold. The exami-
nation serves to direct and modify, to moderate or stimulate the
teaching and learming power, and must therefore, like any other
machine, be under the control and guidance of reason and expe-
rience, if we wish, not only to secute the greatest amount of good,
but even to prevent the infliction of serious injury. The value of
any examination depepds much on the examiner—for proof, see
examinations to which school teachers have been subjected in
Barts of this country, where inspectors an:d committes men have

een manufactured out of very raw material.

But in examinations of this kind, where the certificates and
degrees are expected to have a marketable value, that value
depends especialiy on the well known and received value of the
examiners. ‘They must on the one hand be men in whom the
Public has confidence, and, on the other hand, they must be such
as to satisfly those who have the truest educational interest of
the country at heart.

I think it is very questionable whether the masters of schools,
sending or likely to send; up caudidates, should be examiners, no
matter how honest and fair in their intentions they might be, they
would be influenced by their modes of teaching and manner of
presenting varous truths—mn the drawing up of papers, and in
awarding values to answers and thus they could scarcely avoid
overrating their own-pupils~-and underrating others, this with per-
{ectly bonest men. :

Now I shall not at this meeting, insinnate that there can be
dishonest schoolmasters, but I fear we must acknowledge that
there may be imperfectly honest ones, and in their case these
dangers would be much greater and more imminent. Then again
the marketable valve of all the certificates would be seriously
affected. They would be lookéd upon asa sort of Educational
Greenbacks, and would not be so much sought after; and let no one
say that those who would seek education on account of what it
might fetch in market can very well be spared, that we must have
higher, nobler motives etc., elc.

6 much fine writing has'been Jdone of late years in educational
works at the bread and butter motive for learning and teaching,
that many worthy young men and women have felt thoroughly
ashamed of themselves when they have caught themselves wishing
that their salary might be increased from $8 to 10 per month, and
have deterniined either to underao a course of severe penance, or
to léave a profession for which they found themselves to be of too
gross a natare. Horace Mann’s name will not, 1 think, be received
as that of a min of low and’ grovelling views in regard to educa-
tion, and: yet he says that he attaches great importance to the
system of competitive examunations as giving education a bread
.and butter value in the cyes of the humbler classes. And heds

right ; for let education be songht and obtained from any motive
not essentially bad, and surely it will bring with 1tself a light that
shall opeu the \va¥ lo a clearer appreciation of its worth, The
motive that sufficed to start on the journey will graduatly fude, and
higher ones will tako its place, or, at ieast, co-operate with it. The
bread and butter argument is strong ; it is nature’s own ; it will
be heard ; why then try to flout it down? Lot it be received kindly
and rightly directed.

Thase certificates, however good, would at first bo looked on as
a kind of unaathorized currency, and no doubt all parties would be
rather shy of procuring or accepting them. An act of Parliament,
making t{em a legal tender, is out of the question. Itwould there-
foro be for tho University, and all who felt an interest in their
adoption, 10 ure avery endeavor to gam the co-operation of Parents
and Schoolmasters generally, by calting their attontion to tho
subject, explaining and enforcing its advantages, offering_every
pessible inducement of convenience, limitation of expense, imme-
diate practical beuefit ete., to bring candidates forward, Get the
notes issued, and ne fear but they will soon prove themselves
entitled to be adopted as a currency ; a current will thus bo esta-
blished that shall go on, ever becoming wider and deeper.

Our great objection to exammation schemes geuerally, and of
course to this among others, Is theirr tendency to encourage cram-
ming. I think that this word cram excites too much horror, not
practical but theoretical, for practically it 100 often excites no very
great dread in either pupil or tutor. We all agree with Pope that

Vice is & monster of so frightful micn,
As to be hated, needs but to be scen.

And yot our poor humanily bears the lideous presence with
wonderful composure. So with cram j we all, when merely
talking about it, denounce it as a very Gorgon; but for all that
when it comes in our way few of us are petrified. Granted, that
excessively used 1t is an evil, does 1t follow that 3 <0 wholly, and
always? Have we not all seen some big boys so very empty that
they would have been much the better for a Intle cramming?
Better have the mind well stored without cramming, but better
crammed than always empty. It is in the power of the examiner,
if not to remove this danger wholly, at Jeast to approximate
towards this almost as closely as he may wish. He can do this lo
some extent by giving prominence to what may be called intel-
lectual subjects over those that may be learned by rote, as for
example, Grammar over Chronology. But he can more eflectively
and usefully do so by drawing up his papers in such a way, that
no boy can answer them well unless he shali have learned the
elements and principles and analogies of the subject, whatever it
may be ; and so learned them that he can app’ - them correctly and
readily. He should require the reason of any rule or process invol-
ved in the work he assigns. He should call for a statement of the
steps of induction by which such and such a fact has been esta-
blished, and what on the other band may be deduced from it. In
short he should ascertain not only what the boy knows, but how he
knows it. An examination of this kind will aive evidence of a

ower readily applied here, and ready to be apphed to whatever
gusmess its possessor may engage wi. 1t will also prove that he
is ableto do hand steady work, and this ability imphes, for it is
generally co-ordinate with wubingness todo it.

1t is an excellent plan to make examination papers long, to vary
the questions as much as possible, and to divide them into sections,
a cerlain proportion of each of these to constitute a maximun.

If 2 boy should cram so as to pass an examination of this kind
well, he might fairly be forgiven; nor could muck blame attach to
his teacher. .

But anothor objection is that these examinations supply a too
great stimulus, and that young people are thereby forced into an
injurions intellectual activity—an activity ruinous to the health
both of body and mind. Charles Kingsley, 1n one of his tales has
it that the examinations en everything, everywhere, aud always
have had the eflect of turning the heads of all the boys and girls
in England into turnips, and watery ones at that. However, even
while "telling how, at the approach of the examiner the brasus of
the little ones run out in tears, he 1s candid enough to lay the most
of the blame on ambitious and foolish parents.

Notwithstanding this picture of Examinations, and many others
to the same effeet, it might be answered that the objection applies
to a very small minority of those taught ; that, for the great budy
of them, we find it difficult to got a stimulus porwerful enough to
axcite and keep alive even a healthy mental activity. This, espe-
cially, where masters have to deal witha large num{)er of scholars
at a time.

There is no difficulty at all in exciting the interest of a class
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now and again, and getting them for a time to do all that they are
able ; but it is nenrly, if nnl quite, impossible to keep up such a
spirit in svery member of a class for conrecutive weeks or months,
and in regard to the different bianches of their work, In general a
stimulus that shall be of prolongud power is desirabie, and marked
exuminativus furnish such a one. I know that among the miuority
Jiable to be forced by this process into rmmalure and therefore
unscund proficioncy ure many of those who might make our best
mean and scholars, and that therefore this ought to be carsfully

uarded against.  But this is not w matter of insuperable difficuliy.

or the first object of the scheme 13 to secuve athorough grounding
in the elements of every.duy subjects; auc' this is most likely to
be gained, not by forcing but by carelul training.  Schoolmasters,
if thoy wish to succeed at these exnminations through their pupils,
will be obliged to impart instruction 10 them more systematically,
to build them up more regularly, so thet really, after a time, moie
shall huve been received and at a lower pressure, than could have
been by irregular forcing. Then, asto the higher subjects, the
range admitteil may be wide and varied, but only a very fow need
be required of one candidate ; nor should he be allowed to compete
in more. The work then assigned need not be more than a boy of
fair capacity could with diligence fairly perform ; the cleverer lad
should do the same work, but do it beiter ; and the duller one by
greater diligence, which would not hurt him, need not fail. Asa
further precaution, [ would propose to limit the age of candidates
at beth extremities; 10 say that.not only must he be under u
certain age. Iudeed I consider this the more important limit of
the two, Tor this haste in finishing a boy’s school life leads to
seuding him to school too yonng, to” hurrying him along too fast,
and semding him out just when he has begun to understand and
appreciate what he is about; it murs the whole of our educational
eflisly, and any drag that could be applied 1o this desire for a
railroad schooling would be a great boon aud would facilitate real
progress.

The upper limit, too, I would fix as high as possible, for the
same reason, and for this additional one.

We have, in our country districts, many boys of ability and appli-
cation whose school days are limited to the winter, In helping to
put in the crops in the spring, to tend them in the summer, and to
harvest them in tho antomn much of what they learned during the
previous winter evaporates; this has to be recovered in the
following one, and something pew added, and so they goon. Of
course there i= a great tendency in these periodical breaks to
dissipate all hking and desire for study ; and we find the great
majority of them very soon giving it up altogether, and retiring on
a very limited allowance. But there are some who persevere, and
there would be many more if they saw some definite end within
their reach 5 and surely they ought not to be rejected if they have
been a year or two longer in preparing than the boys of cities and
towns, The Oxford Delegacy, after a trial of 3 years, extended
their limit from 16 to 17. "If ihis was necessary in' England much
more would it be so in Canada.

There is one other objection to which I should wish to refer,
viz—that under this scheme schoolmasters will be likely to give
exira altention to the few boys going up for examination, to the
neg'ect of their schools generally. it is, no doubt, quite possible
that this might be attempted ; but there is not much reason to fear
that the attempt would be successful.

Does any one suppose that euch undue attention on the one hand,
and neglect on the other could pass unnoticed in the school? I
should rather fear that it would be seen where it did not exist.
Being noticed, it could easily be stopped in 2 school under trostees
or other officers by the proper authorities; in a private school a
vary effective check would soon bs applied, in the withdrawal of
pupils, and the attempt to win reputation by unfair means would
defeat itself, .

There are several other points of interest in connection with this
scheme, which time forbids my dwelling npon. There are the
financial considerations—Though the scheme has proved self Kup-
posting in Eugland, one can. scarcely exoect it to do so here, at
least for a t:me. Let us hope however that this will not ‘prevent
its being fully set before the countiy and fairty tned.

There is its eonnection with the Competitive Examination schemes
in the various services. civil and military, These have grown in
favor in spite of the sueers and opposition of sceptics and patrons.
Oaly the other day, the propo-al to make them perfectly open in
the civil service was lust, anly by the casting vote of the chairman
of the Commission. Now that we are going 10 bs a great country
our leading men will be too magnanimous to care for the influence

.

derived from the dispensing of patronage, and we too shall have
our Competitive Examination. .

Theie is the effect it may have in making onr masters of schools
and academios less migratary, in giving personality snd character
to echools ; and in connecting all more socially togsther through
the common bond of the University. L.

In conclusion, lot me remind the association that thure are indi-
cationa of our having bufore long, but fora long time, to play,:’;
part in a grand Wational Drama, *¢ The Struggle for Existanco ;
and that if we are to maintain the atruggle, and not meekly suffer
oursuives 1o go to the wall, we must give eatnest hoed to everything
that prowmises to strengthen our moral jufluence aml our inteliectual,
for on these alone must be cur dependence, to these we must look
as the true guarantees for the preservation and maintenance of
whatever rights are dearest to us and most valued.

——y

4 ARITHMETIC
(Continued.)

As yon illustrate, be sure that the pupil’s undersiunding goes
with-you. This you have to ascertain from his answers to your
questions as you proceed with your illustration. As you question
knowledge into his mind, be sure immedliately to question it out
agam. Klways be on yur guard lest any of your explanations, or
knowledge communicated, be Jost ; and deepen mental impression
by frequent reviewing. _

2nd. Examyle.—53946028--263.
Analysis of process. _
=50600000-+-253

263)52946028(200000
253 x 200000 = 50600000
3346028 g
253100000 = 2530000 10000 = 2530000--253 ¢
g " 811028 %
S253x 3000 = 759000 3000 = 759000--253°
& g
s 57028 4
.8253x 200 = 50600 200 - B0600--253E,
£) %
g 6428 J4
<i253x 20 = 5010 20 =  5065+-253F
— : . -
1368 4
253x b= 1266  byoo= 12654253
Rem. 103 213225393 =53946028--253

Questions on the preceding example.

Q. How have I lessened 53946028 till only 103 remain? A. By
different subtractions. Q. How many subtractions had I to make?
A. Nix subtractions. Q. What remained after the first subtraction?
A. 3346028. Q. Give -the value ¢f each figure, begin at8. A,
8, 20, no hundred, 6000, 40,000, 300,000, 3,000,000. Q. Te!l what -
remained after each subtraction to the last? A. The first sub-
traction leaves of 53946028,—3346028, as T mentioned ; the second,
816028 the third, 570283 the fourth, 6428; the fifth, 1368; and
the sixth, 103. Q. Explain how each subtracted line was got?
A. By multiplying the divisor, 253, by the number of times_the
dividend, and each remainder afler that, contained the djvisor.
Q. Name the number of timea each lme of fignres contained the
divisor, beginning at the highest 2 A, First, 2( times ; second,
10000 times ; third, 3000 times : fonrth, 200 times ; fifih, 20 times,
and the sixth line, 5 times, and 103 over. Q. How many times
does the dividend contain the divisor? A..213225 times, and
103 left.

Let us.now-work the question leaving out the ciphers. This wil] -
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aave soms figuring ; and then, writing only the 13maindors, which
will eave utill more figuiing.
253)23946028(213275.}%}
6

253)53946028(213225192
) 334 ( 133

e 816
263)334(1 670
2563 642
_— 1368
253(816(3 103 rem.
59
— Writing only tho remainders.
2563)570(2
500 )
263)642(2
)506(
253)1368(b
)1265(
103 rem.

Omitting tho ciphers.

A still farther variely may be given to the work by beginning at
the right and taking figures regularly to the left. One example wili
be sufficient to illustrate the method.

76)58379( 4x76= 304
304

—

76)8075(100 x 76= 7699
7600

76)60476(600 x 76 =45600

CT 45600
76)4875( 60 x T6= 4560

4560
76)315( 4xG66= 304

304
— 58368 +11=58379
Rem. 11 768)} quotient.

Often two or move quotient fizures may conveniently be taken
at oace. This abridges the work of sums considerably, when the
quotient figures can Be ascertained by a rapid view. The foliowing
is an example:

17297)519387649(3002719539
)5189100--( SR

477549
467019

10630

1 might here much enlarge on abridged ways to divide numbers,
#nd’ s2ow, by examples, how varionsly questions in division can
be-worked ; but as my object is_ to'direct special attention to the
inculcation of principles—so much neglected in ourschools—rather
thah to empirical formulae ; and how children from the beginning
should:be drilled on' the: elementary rules of arithmetic till they
shall ‘have acquired a complete mastery over processes, I think it
unpecassary here to muliiply methoids of solving questions. I have
from' the:beginning constant!y insisted on these two things—train-
ing the reasoning laculties of children on every thing taught them,
and how to go through processes with facility and correctness.

At this stage I recommend a good deal of training on processes,

to perfect your pupils as much as possidle in working sums with |

dexterity, skill, und correctness. On this 1 cannot insist tco much.
How much time is saved: to a pupil when he can go through the
work:of a question at once, with correctness and fucility 2 And how
much of precious school time-is lost to-him,when he goes through
the process in a slow blundering way? He who aims not daily at
sxiliul dexterity in working questions—deserves not the name of

educator. Aslittle Joes ho deserve the namo of intelligent trainer,
who does not make arithmetio an instrument for close searching—
eystemauo logieal traiming in developing, strengihening, and ex-
panthing the facultics of his pupils. The sort of proficiency in
arithmetio which is obtained by evading the elucidatic. Jf its
principles, the analyais of its processus, and the disciplining of the
mental powers, but puthes or pupils in & slow, dry, groping, ste~
1eotyped routine way, must ever be of low value, and is most hind-
ering to ‘mental development.

Exerecises for mental trainiog.

1. Qive the result of 745+ 9—12 x 2+-2=9.
2. @ive the result of 12 x 3--2—9 % 44 =9,

3. What is the result of 12 x 5—40 +10--2 + 15, divided by
9—064T7+8+4+11x8+42=72

4. What is the fifth part of 30 ? Give two-fifths, three-fifths,
four-fifths, five-fifths of 30,

Exercise them mentally much in this way. Such exercises will
tend very much to whet and strongthen the faculties of the child,
and foster self-aclivity.

Exercises for self-drill on seats.

1st. Ex. 3457  Order cach column to be repeatedly added up
3974 aud down till done with facility; then subtract
5138 each £ suro of the column in succession from the
2781 sum of each, till in this way they can subtract

5369 as rapidly as add.
20719
5369
15350
2781
12569
5138
7431
3974
3457
487
" 24199
276560
1382800

Make them subtract each line successively
till they can give differences as fast as they can
namo the figures; then subtract and prove each
step at the se~ > time; then let them train
themselves on the value of each figure in its
place.

They are to repeat the multipiying of each
figure till they can do it as fast as name the
figures, give the value of each figure in its place,
and also of cach whole line.

487)1683559(3455 ans.
1461
2225
1948

Tn dividing show how to prove each step of
the dividing process; and this will give them
farther exercise in adding, subtracting, and
dividing by a glance process.—See this illus-
trated in the next question, in the division part.

2nd. Ex, 7559= 7 & 5 9 In teaching popils
328= 3 ({152 [, 8 {19 4 {13 Ratssxedionly
5663= 5 6 6 3 g‘x}f&ﬁenr.es in twos,
s, &c.. at a
8‘:3)7g= 8 1 9 T 16 0 10 ggﬁo.g%gdg%mr
5345= 5 3 4 b s O, fxam-
1832= 1§ 83y of EMSLEE
32653 =32 6 5 3
1832

mr——.

Teach them to prove each line as they sub.
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30821 tract, thus: 2 from three, 1 remain; 2 and 1
5345 are3; 3 from 5, 2 remain; 3 and 2are §; 8
from 16, 8 remain; 8 and 8 are 16, &o.
. Zgg';g Do tho same in dividing, as shown below.

16506
5163
11343
3284
7559
97
52013
68031
97)733223(7559 ans.
819, . =97
542
485

572

485 +5=97
873
373+-9=97

—

Prove the subtractions to be correct
as shown above.
=5=97

When the divisor is large, making a table of the multiples of the
divisor, will considerably help pupils in going on with the pro-
cess of dividing, Comparing dividuums wit~ the different mul-
tiples of the divisor, they will see at once, whizh multipie comes
nearest each individuum ; or which, sometimes, may be equal to
it, as follows :

o
397)1251577696(

Maultiples of the divisor.  397)1251577696(3152588
. 1191 ecvcoo
397+ 1=397| 1 e
397+397= 794 | 2 397
- — 2087
794+397=1191 | 3 o
1191 +397=1588 | 4 Tore
1588 + 397 =1985 | 5 794
= — 2336
1985 + 397 = 2382 | 6 o
2382+ 397=2779 | 7 2510
2779+397=3176 | 8 3176
o 3436
3176+397=3573 | 9 o8
260 rem.

Jonx Bruck, ’
Inspectorof Schools.

(7o be continued.)

The Evils of Long Lessons,

Mang, who attended the examinations at the conclusion of the
last school year, were struck with the paleness and ghostliness of
the faces of the children, especially in .he Girls’ Schools Such
ought not to be the appearance of children; especially ouvght it
not to be the appearance of girls between the ages of ten and
gixteen.

At that age the body, the mind, and the character are forming ;
and they cannot be formed to a vigorous, earnest, and lm{)py matu-
rity, without perfect health. Children, at that age, ought 1o have
;o;y checks, rounded forms, playful vivacity, and cheerful, smiling
aces. .

That, in some of our schools, they do not have such features is
atwinig, doubtless, to many causes over which the teacher has little
control; to too much gonfinement, to unwholesome food and bad
hours at home, to too little exercise in the open air, to oo little
enjoyment of sunshine, which is the great health-giver, to an
unwise and unchristian excitement from the desire 1o surpass, and
to gamn medals and diplomas, and, lastly, omitting others which
will occur to the thoughtful teacher, to too long lessons.

To this last cause I am going to ack attention ; for over this the
teacher usually has considerable power.

Five reasons at once occur to a person in the habit of considering
this subject, why long lessons should be avoided and short lessons
be preferred.

Long lessons are unfavorable, and short lessons are favorabls :

1. To health of the body:.

2. To health of the mind.

3. To health of the moral natures.

4. To the happiness of childhood.

5. To real progress in study.

1. Long lessons ars ddngerous to the bodily health. The period
of childhood is, by the necessity of things, the period of the
growth of the body. When the growth 1s rapud, it often absorbs
the whole force of the system. A'rapidly growing child is inca-
pable of muceh, or long-continued mental exertion. The energies
of the whole nature are taken up with growing. While that is the
case, plenty of time shouid be allowed for rest. Sleep should be
long and sound ; should begin early in the night and-be continued
mntil it ceases of itself,—tiil the system is completely refreshed.
An abundance of wholesome food should be taken; and time
should be allowed for cating it, and time for digesting. A child
with a long lesson to Jearn, out of school, is in danger of waking
prematurely, and thus cheating himself out of the sleep which is
essential to health, He isin danger of hurrying through his meals _
and of hastening to his studies immediately after them. Heis
afraid of lounging in 2 chair or upon the sofa, or of a lazy stroll in
the air and sunshine, His lesson occurs to him, and he accuses
himself of laziness, when what he calls laziness is only the voice
of nature calling for necessary repose. The brightest, noblest,
most gentle and most gified person I have ever known, died pre-
maturely and blasted a thousand hopes, merely, I have always
thought, from being kept hard at study at the age when all the
resources of his physical nature should have been allowed to sus-
tain him in the exhaustion produced by an extraordinarily rapid
growth. Few people are aware of how much should be allowed
to the exigencies of nature during this period of growth.

We act as if we were saying, ¢ The body—this perishing picce
of clay,—is of no great valve, in comparison with the mind, the
moral natuare, the soul.”®> But nature teaches us another lesson.
The body is God’s gift,as much as the soul. The Jaws of the
bodiiy health ure God’s laws as really as the laws of mind and
soul, and are to be reverenced as such.

2. Long lessons are dangerous to the health of the mind. Atno
age is the mind capable of long-continued exertion. I once heard
one of the ablest of our distinguished men, one of the most diligent
students and most leatned scholars that have lived amongst us, J.
Quincy Adams, say, that he could not vead long without his
thovghts beginning to wander. Whenever this occutred, whether
at five in the morning, or at nine at night, he immediaiely went
out and took & walk in the open air, and came back refreshed, and
resumed his book or his pen.

In childhood, long-continued thonght is impossible ; little can be
learned atatime. If very little is attempted, that Tittle may be
perfectly leamed, If too much is attempled atonce, all will bo
poorly and imperfectly learned. Nov, none but exact, clear, per-
fecily distinet thoughts are of any value; and of such thoughts
tho mind of a child is capable of receiving only one at once ; only
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-afew inaday. A fact, a principle, a truth, imperfeatly grasped,
makes no dJeep impression, and that impression specdily passes
away, The few thovghts that are received by the mind while per-
fectly fresh and vigerous, may remain, and, if often renewed,
become a part of the mind’s treasures. If the lessons are very
short, the child may be able 1o retain all the thonghts ; if to0 long,
he will be likely 10 retain none of them permaneatty.

Besides, one great object of study is 10 form habits of vigorous
mental action. Ifihe mind is allowed to act only so long as it
can act vigoronsly, such habits will be formed. While, if the
mind is forced to act when it has becoma weak, and has lost its
elasticity, it will form habits of feetle and slugaish action. If,
therefore, habit of energetic action are to be formed ; if the mind
is to be furnished with thonghts which shall be lasting and there-
fare valuable, short lessons only must be given to children.

3. Long lessuns are dangerous to the hiealth of the moral natwre
of the child. Every child that is in perfect health, physical, mural,
and mental, is lul) of inquisitiveness and curiosity, and receives
new ideas suited to his condition and state of progress, with satis-
faction and delight. And, with proper management, this mode of
feeling may be made habitual.” Bat if more facis, principles, or
trothe, of any kind, be forced upon the child than he has power
and time to receive fully and comprehend perfectly, he becomes
wearied with the unavailing effort and named by the indistinct-
ness of the images presented to his mind’; and truths which, pre-
sented properly, would have been gratifying and delightful, become
distasteful and repulsive. This feelir g, daily repeated, is trans-
ferred 10 the subject of the lessons. He comes 1o dislike a study
which might have been a source of enjoyment to him for his life.
This feeling of dislike may extend itself to the teacher who assigns
the lessons, and to the place where they are given, so that he may
cease to love his teacher, and begin to hate his school. All this
night have been prevented by lessons so short that he could learn
them easily and readily, before he began to feel weary. aud to be
incapable of tus best and most vigorous aciion.

4. Long lessons thus become dangerous to the happiness of
childhood. Whoever will watch a ctnld growing up in health and
under judiciovs munagement, cannot but see what interest he takes
in everything about him. He listens with delight to every story
he can understand. He examines curiously avery object he sees.
Every plant, every unimal, every stone, is beautiful 1o him. He
asks 2 thousand questions; and if tolerably satisfactory answers
are given, he will continue to ask others, almost without end. Day
after day, he likes 10 hear the same story, and to handle and ex-
amine the same things; and he continues 10 do so until he under-
stands them. Then every new object is a new gource of delight,
provided that too many new objects are not presented on the same
day. To be happy and healthy, he must be much in the open air,
at liberty 10 zo hither and thither, and to play with—really to siudy,
—what he pleases.

How soon we interfere with this liberty and happiness! We
transfer him to a school, and keep him there two, or three, or four
times as long every d» * as he ought to be confined. This is, often
apparently, sometimes really, neressary. The teacher cannot help
receving the child nto her sch The mother cannot help send-
ing him, But a great deal may be dong 10 prevent this school
from being, or from being considered, u prison.

I visited, not long ago, 2 primary school filled with little children
who bad just left their mother’s arms; and a pleasunt school it
was. Every arrangement seemed to have been dictated by 2 wig-
dom in perfect sympathy with the heauts of children ; and they
were happier than 1 ever saw children in any school before.  One
of the secrets of this happiness was to teach very little at a time
and to make the lessons cease as soon as any one of the little things
began to flag in his auention. Yet the children were m=king
excellent progress. These short lessous, gladly and perfectly
learned, carried the class on steadily, and, in comparison with
classes differontly managed, rapidly.  Rapid, however, is not the
word to apply to the true progress of mind. The growihof the
oak is not _seen, from day to day, or even from month 1o month;
and the mind js a plant of still slower growth.

Not_only at this early slage, but all through boyhood and girl-
hood, it i5 of tho ulmost importance 10 a chiid’s future happiness
that he should feel, at all times, free, and gay, and cheerful. Joy-
ons cheerfulness is the narm! mood of a liealihy child’s nature.
1t is an unspeakable misfortune 1o contract, in childhood, & sad and
sombre habil. But how can thig mifortune be averted, if the
child carries home, day afier day, for months and years, 2 legson
which is much 100 long for him 10 learn well, without saciificing

the timo for rest and for play, and the happy feeling of freedom
from care ? ’

5. Long lessons are unfavorable to real progress in study. I
watched daily for many weeks, the course pursued in some of the
best zvmnasia in Germauny. Nothing was more surptising, at first,
than the shortness of the lessons. "All throngh the early part of
every course of study, the daily task seemed to me almost ridicu-
lously short.  Yet I soon became convinced that these short tasks
were better than longer ones. ln the first place, the short lesson
was perfectly learned; overy thing about every word In langunage,
for example, the pupil was ready to give every new verb of his
lesson in every required mode and tense, number and person, and
every new noun and adjective in every required case in both tium-
wers. Then the words of to-day’s lesson were combined with
thuse of yesterday’s and thuse of every previous day ; sentences
iunumerable were made, so that the exercise became a review of
everyihing previously studied. Then the thought of the lesson
became a subject of converation,and, as this had been anticipated,
many bright and ingenious things were often said. By these pro-
cesses, the substance of the day’s lescon was incorporated with the
previous furniture of the mind 5 just as, in scientific road-making,
the new melal, as it is called whe skilfully applied in sufficienty
small quantities, and in a moiet season, becomes speedily incor-
porated with the maierial of the old road-bed, and forms a sub-
stantial and permauent foundation for a good way.

Every new lesson thus became an occasion. for observation and
inquiry, and for new and pleasant thovght. The observant teacher
knows that the progress of a pupil is not meaznred by the ground
travelled over, but by the number of clear thoughts perfeclly mas-
tered ant combined ~with previcus attainm.ents, so as to form part
of the permanent furnituse of the mind. Exactnees and thorovgh-
uess are the essential things; and these are possibre only with
casy lessons quickly and joyousiy learned and made a part of the
mind’s siock by frequent and faithful reviews.—Massachusetls
Qeacher.

E.

OFFICIAYL NOTICES.

APPOINTMENTS : .
EXAMINERS.

His Excellency the Governor General in Gouneil was pleased, on the
15th November, to appont the Reverend Charles Flavien Baillargeon,
member of the Board of Exawminers of Three Rivers vice the Reverend
Telesphore Toupin, deceased.

SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS.

Ilis Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the
15th November, to approve of the followiog appaintmentsof School
Commissioners:

Connty of Drommond.—Durham : Messrs. William Purrill, George
A. Placey and Joba Harriman.,

On the 23rd November:

County of Ottawa.—TWaterloo Village: Messrs. Joseph Lafontaine,
Michel Desrosiers, Joseph Galipeau, Fraogois Laurin and Adolphe
Villencuve.

County of Shefford.~South Ely: Rev. Fravgois Paul C6té.

County of Arthabaska.—Stanfold: Loais Roux dit Sanschagrin, Esq.

On the 30th November:

County of Wolfe..—~Wolfestown: Rev. Anaclet Olivier Pélissier and
Patrick Larkio, Bsq. ’
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DIPLOMAS GRANTED BY BOARDS OF EXAMINERS.
DONAVENTURE BOARD OF EXAMINERS.

1st Class Elementary (E)—Miss Catherine Firth.
2nd Nov, 1864,
Cuaries KeuLr,
Secretary.

NISTREAL BOARD OF PROTESTANT EXAMINERS.

1st Class Model School (E. & F.)—Miss Lucy Baker; {E.) Miss Mary
MceGragor.

1st Class Elementary (E.)—Miss V. A. Scripture.
2nd Class Elementary (E.)—Mr. F. A. Allen, Misses Emma A. Hunt,

Mary Manchester, Esther Prunier, Jane Sadler; (E. & F.) Miss Marie
Vaillautcourt.
T. A. Gissox,

Secretary.

MOXTREAL BOARD OF CATHOLIC EXAMINERS.

1st Class Model School (F.)—Messrs, Benjamin Aldric Laforte and
Magloiro Pilon,

1st Class Elemenlary(E. & F.)—Misses Margaret Egan, Mary Elizabeth
Rodger, Marie Caroline Gendron; Messrs, John F. X. Horan, John
Horaa; (F.) Miss Héléne Filintrault, Mr. Joseph Beauchamp, Missess
Léopoldina Beaugrand dit Champagne, Marie D. Bonneau, Euphrosine
Caza, Provengal Josephine Croze, Agnes Chatillon, Philomone Daoust,
Hononne Gertrude Gaudry, Azelise Richard, Marie Zélie St. Onge, Mr.
Alexis Fecteau.

2nd Class Elementary (F.)—Miss Josephine Alard, Mrs. Fraogois
Belise, née Elizabeth Pelletier, Miss Zoé Marion,
* Nov. 2, 1§64.
F. X. Varapg,
Secretary.

—

QUEBEC BOARD OF CATHOLIC BXAMINERS.

2nd Class Elementary (F.j—Misses Ewmerence Renaud, Sophie Emma
Talbot alias Gervais.
Nov. 2, 1864.
N. Liacassg,

Secretary.
QUEBSC BOARD OF PROTESTANT EXAMINERS,
1st Class Elementary (E.)—Miss Elizabeth Hutchison.
Oct. 11, 1864.
D. Wikig,
Secrefary.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF BEAUCE.

st Class Elementary (F.)—Miss Marie Belzémire Vaiilancourt.
2nd Class Elementary (F.)—Misses Olivs Boucher, Maric Lassard, Mrs.
Angéle Vachon.

Nov. 2, 1864.
J. T. P.Prouiy,

Sceretary.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF EAMOURASRA.

18t Class Elemealary (F.)—Miss Caroline Bérubé.
2rd Class Elementary (F.)—Misses Virginio Auctil, Aglaé Oucllet,
[saure St. Onge.
Nov, 2, 1864.
P.Doxals,
Secretary.

DEDFORD DOARD OF PROTESTANT EXAMINERS.

1s? Class Elementary (E.)—Misies Catberine E. Batler, Aanio Day,
Vazrtha Bwang, Celestia J. England, Maria Jaoe Faicfield, Malinda
Westover, Caherine A. Yater, Messrs. Heary Cearpenter, 3. Henry
Jackson, Joseph Albro Phelps, M. Hartson, A. Woodard.

2nd_ Cluss Elementary (E.)—Misses Calista Burnhnm, Martha Crilly,
Ancy Jano Church, Hulda Chapman, Priscilla Hall, Onnsade Marsh,
Mary Palmer, Hannah Parsons, Emily Jano Whitcomb; Messra. Edgar
E. Chadsey, Daniel Darby, Richard Fisher, George McAler, Eugene
Nelgon Brown.
Nov. 2, 1864,
Wu. Gipsox,

Secretary.
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—

The Seventh Annual Meeting of the St. Francis
District Teachers’ Association.

The Seventh Annual Mecting of the St. Francis District Teachers'
Association was held at Stanstead, on Thursday and Friday, Dec. 29
and_30, commencing at 11 a. 8. of Thursday—Rev. J. I1. Nicolls, D.
D., President of the Associauion, in the chair. The Secretary, W. E.
Jones, Esq, being absent. 2. Hubbard, Esq., was requested to act as
Secretary pro fem  The attendance of teachers was small at the
morning srssion, which was occupied in the usual routine busimess of
the Association.  The following Jist of officers for the enswing vear,
reported by the Nominating Committee, was adopted :

President—Rev. J. H. Nicolls, D. D., Lennoxville.

Vice-Presidents—J. 1. Graham, A. M., Richmond, and W, H. Lee,
A. M, Stanstead.

Secretary-Treasurer—I1. Hubbard, A. M., Sherbrooke.

Executive Committee—tha President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretary,
¢ex officio ; the Revs. C. P. Reud, A. Duff, Sherbrooke ; and W. E. Jones,
A. M, Richmond.

Afternoon Session.—The Convention assembled at half-past two, with
an increased attendance.  The President read a letter from Prof. Miles,
of Lennoxville, expresaing decp regret that, owing to illness, he was
unable to attend the meeting, and testifying a lively interest in its
success. An essay, written by Prof. Miles, was read by Rev. Mr. Allen,
in which he (Prof. Miles) expressed general satisfaction with the prin-
ciples and working of the present school system, and opposition to
radical changes. Theessay reads as follows:

Mr. Chairman and members of the St. Francis District Asssociation of
Teachers.

TWhile men's minds are being actively exercised in behalf of every
other leading interest of & more material kind, it might be expected
that thoughtful members of the commubity at large, sud that Teachers
in particular should experience uncommon concern about the less
tangible but perbaps still more important matter of Education.

On the cve of great political changer, 83 thero i3 every reason to
belicve we notw are, it secms but natural for those among us who are
dissatisfied with the past to ingnire whether or not this is a favourable
opportunity for agitatiog in the hopo that the causes of thelr disatisfac-
tion may be reached and removed in the alterations to he wrought
under the nerw political organization ; and it i3 no Jes3 natural that
those others, who, as 1 apprchend, includo the majorily among us,
believing that upon the whole a fuir and otherwise satistactory measure
of progress in Educational things has been gained in tho past 15 or 20
years, and judgiog that timeand the gradoal development of cxisting
arravgernents will nnll.fy all minor inconveniences and bring up tho
business of Eduacation toits desived footing of efficiency and respect-
ability, cannot but feel solicitous lest that system which in their opinion
i3 now working well may receive o check, the effects of which may
endare for a whole generation and prove but poosly compensated for by
the theoretical excellence of any sweeping alteratlons or additions.
Asa Teacher and an interested member of this Association I caracstly
countel my hrethren of the profession to avoid looking for any advan-
tage 10 our cause as derivable from mere clamour—to put bebind all
ill-considered innovations based upoo or implying vague apprehensions,
and not 10 be distracted from judgiog for themsclves respecting their
own true interests and those of the flourishing District which is their
present field of Iabour, by suggestions of futore and jndefinite cvils
cren when these are offered by leaders in Educational matters agitating
(oo doubt under sincere convictions of their own) in other parts of
Lower Cannda,

It is impossible for any teacher who has given a cursory attention 10

what bas transpired lately with regard to Education in its alleged
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relations to the Gonfederation of the Provinces not to be struck by two
remarkablo peculiaritics—namely: 1st. The reticence, or rather the
entire absonce of tixed views and jotentions on the subject of Educa-
tion in the explanations of those politicians who have propounded to
the public the planof a confederation, and 2ud. The excitement and
appreliensions of gentlemen in other parts of Lower Canada, who, like
the majority of members of this Associntion are Protestants,

As regards the former of thess two points I think it is a fortunnte
thing for ug teachers that the views and intentions of our political
guides are thus as it were, held in suspease—that they have not already
committed themselves to any definite policy in regard to alteratious in
Educstional arrangements—that the door is thus purposely left open
for us or any persons practically interested in EQucational concerns to
bring forward our own proposals and suggestions—and that, finally,
they thus disclaim, as it were, all desire to deal with things of such
vital conseguenco upon the same fooling as they would dispose of
n;:}tle_rs of debt and revenue, imports aud exports, commerce as
shipping.

Ipdo §ot know if other teachers felt as I did in noticing the utter
meagreness of tho programme in regard 10 future cducational arrange-
ments, for I presumed to feel aonoyed and was inclined to quarrel with
1he whole scheme on 1hat account.  But on reflection I saw that it was
proper if not necessary, and I now believe it to have been for usan
our great cause the very best thing that could bave happened vnder the
circumstances.

Upon the second point to which I havo adverted, namely the appre-
hensions of friends ot education in some other parts of Lower Canada, [
shatl bonestly express my own coavictions at the risk of appearing to
some, whose good opinion I value, to be uninfluecnced by & proper zeal.

When I read those discussions in the public prints and the propnsals
which have been circulated by the Committee of the Protestant Asso-
ciation in Montreal, [ was led to revise for myself, and to think oves,
as well as the brief time and otker opportunities allowed, the whole
system and waclinery whereby public education in Lower Canada is
now governed and carried on. The public acts containing the substance
of the whole ase those of 1846, 1848 and 1856, cspecially those of the
last named year. Haviog carefully read these, baving examined the
Statutes for calling into existence and regulating Doards of Exame
iners, Model Schiools, Normal Schonls, Council of Public Iastruction,
Journal of Edccation, Inspectorships, protecting teachers in their i
dividual rights and privileges, Pensioning Superapnuated Teachers, and
Annual Reports as well a3 other leadiog features of the system now
established in Lower Canada, together with the various provisions for
rectifyiog abues as they occur, and forenforcing the educational laws

enerally,—~and taking into account the cteady progress which I confi-

emlg affice hag cheracterized the state of Education in our country
and district, I feel bound to expsic2s tuy conviction that in all essentials
a great and excellent foundation has alceady been laid for the future
educations] welfarc of our people whether Protestants or Catholics.
Aund I feel bound also to add my decided opinion that the less the exist-
ing arrangemeots and provisions be meddled with ia the way of altera-
tions or additions, the better, even in view of our plunging ere long into
that greater sphere of national existence disclosed to us in the prospect
of a Confederation of all the British North American Provinces.

As regards teachers themselves, our aystern both in theory and in
practice makes us a profession and gives v3 all a status as belopging to
such, the same a3 has long since been accorded by socicty to the prac-
titioners of Law and Medicine. This is to us and in the interest of eda-
cation & matter of the greatest possible moment, aed is an advantage
not yet fully attained though long striven for even in Englard, where
the great mass of Teachers of the people do not yet, cither in theit owo
estimation or in the public eye, consiitute a regular profession. The
one thing needful for vs as teachers is really to seek by all weaans in our
power to qualify ourselves proverly for the requirements of our calling—
a thing 1hat rests very much with oursclves aud certain to bring alang
\gi}';h“:u.s accomplishment the respeet and support .of Socicty in our

chalf.

1 do not presume to say that our system is without defects of detail,
Iatelligent and candid examinntion, combised with expericuce no less
than censoriousnrss and captiousness, can and do bring under nosice
various minor dcfects and desiderata. At the same time, it is my con-
scications belief that all soch as are of any great moment admit of
gradusl extinction and remedy, and that they will disappear from the
system as the country advances in waterial prosperity and our ma-
chinery of education works on into an older state of cxistence.

Under tnese circumstances, and cotertaining sach belicf as has been
expressed, I for one, cannot concuc in the necessity or advisability of
baving added oa to our existing machinery (as proposed by the Com-
mittee already mentioned) a separate educational department for the
Protesinnt population, 1o include another council of public instruction,
as well as other redoplications of ths parts of our present working
systern.  The very suggestion itself is a complimentary ackoowledge-
ment of the capabilities of cxisting arrangements, but it is not put forth
with that view, and is obviously intended o form our security against
Possible faturo oppressioa of one section of our population by another in
educational marters.

According to my view of the probable results of such alarge and
costly nddition to our preseat arrangements, collision of feclings and

interests in educational matters would become far moro frequent and
far more serious than, they can be under a single department,  Unity in
cducntional effort, mutual diberality of thought and action in regard to
each other's creeds and prejudices, and the amalgamation of the whole
people which, however distant it may now seem to some, is yet to be
desired and boped for, and will surely come here, as it bas elsewhere, in
God's own good time, will, as I think, be nbsoiutely and indefinitely
deferred by thus virtually legisinting for their postponeinent.

Surely, if we need further secnrities in behalf of our Protestant prin-
civles and aspirations, if we must demand stronger pledges than we
already possese in the knowledge that the laws of our land will be
exccuted on British soil, where we live and thrive uader the glorious vid
British flag wlich protects us uader its folds, Protestant and Catholic
alike, as well as the members of every religious body, we should act
more judiciously, if we rather contented ourselves with asking for some
slight extension of facilities already cnjoyed in connection with the

d | existing Boards—say, for example, that the members of the Council of

Public Instruction were angmented from 15 to 21, and that one-thizd
should be Protestants; and that every district where there were Pro-
testant cildren and Protestant schools should be open to the official
visits of a Protestant Inspector.

But in trutb the objection which to my mind a»pears strongest of all
against the creation of another totally distinct department, as proposed,
coosiats in this (which appears to me incontrovectible), thut we have
already vrganizaliva elaborate and extensive evough for us to support.
We cannot afford to pay more than we do for mere orgavization, seviog
what the meaps attainable for the various educational necessities of our
system are really insuflicient to meet all the requirements for carying on
the work. If more money can be had and set apart for future ednca-
tiona! purposes, let it rather bs appropriated in supplying acknowledged
wants then employed in setting up an opposition educational bureau,
the wantofwhich ig, at least, not matter of actual experience. Moreover,
it does Seem 10 me 10 be sometbing of the nature of an unwarrantable
asstmption to base our legislation on the idea that the head of the edu-
cational department in 1his conntry, as well as other principal officials,
must always be of only the one religious persunsion. Generally, we
may suppose, these will be men of the sam= faith as the great bulk of
the population ; but as there is no law to the contrary, and as superior
fitness for the office cannot in reason always appertain to one of any
particular creed, surely from time to time, when & vacancy occurs, and
when it bappens that the most highly qualified cauvdidates aro Protes-
taots, o Protestant will stand o good chance of being appointed. 1 take
it that iua wixed population such ag ours must continue to be for
gencrations to come, the infiuence of the not jnconsiderable ratio which
the number of Protestants will always bear to that of the mzjority of
another faith, will surely be recogonized and felt in some such way as
iadicated above.

I regret to differ, jn regard to this imporiant point, from those who
have advocated the creation of a second cducational depsrtment : but
supposing we were all ageeed to make the demand, and that it wero
accorded, then, I fear, the differences amongst the various denomina-
tions of Protestants themselves might eventually exceed in their influence
upon the well-being of education, any that can possibly arise between
Protestants as a whole and the Catholics, so that the principle being
carried out into itg legitimate consequences, we should hercafier have
to provide new Separate departments for the several leading and more
aumerous deaominations of Protestants, and thus infinitely impede the
cause of true cducation by rendering o vigorous uvity of action
impossible.

Arc we then to take no advantage of the position in which we ate
now placed? Have we no demands to make, no securities to ask in our
behalf and in behalf of educatinn under the new constitution ?

1 cannot presume to offer suggestions in reply to such questions as
these, except ag affecting only or principally our own dastrict of St.
Francis. 1think indeed it would be a great thing and not out of placo
to be legislated for now, if our statesmen would contemplate doing that
for Lower Cannda which has been so beneficially done for the perpetasl
maintenance of education in several States of the American Union and
also in Upper Canada, viz, to assign somo portion of the public domain
for that great object. ” But jt appears thatin Lower Canada there is
now no source in shape of available and marketsble terntory that could
be thus assigned. Might we not 1hen atk. instead of that, for an appro-
priation in moncy, whether in one block sum to be founded, or &
sufficicat annual grant to provide for the efficicnt maintesance and
working of our present sy<tem ? As regards the future of education ia
this cxtensive and floorishing district, destined hereafter to be the seat
«f o numcrous agriceltural, magufacturing and mining population, I
have long been of opinion that the establishment of another Normal
School for the jnstruction and training of teachers would prove of
cmipent scrvice 10 the cosntry and to Protestants in particular, if
located somewherse near the centre of the Eastern Towaships.

Ishall not trouble the mecting with argurients ou this subject, a3}
am aware that the idea §s not & new ono amongst us; bat I am savistied
that it would prove s most accepiable boon to the great bulk of our
country teachers and of our couptry popalation, and it is a fact that
very few indeed of the teachers who come beforo the country boards of
cxaminers for their diplomas bave been ablo to avail themselves of the
opportanities ofercd in the normal schools of Quebec and Montrea), If
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country teachers and persons ioterested in tho progress of education
can concur in the matter now referred to, it does appear to me there
can be no iusupcrable objection to grant us this particular extension of
existing facilities, and [ respectfully suggest the expediency of enden-
vouring to bring it about.

In conclusion, I beg to say that while I regret the state of my health
hiag preveoted me from presenting to this meeting my views in person,
the same causo has hindered me from going u.ore fully into details, and
from embracing in my paper other points which have presented them-
selves to my mind forcibly. [ should, however, consider it no small
gain to usif only the few points which have been alluded to should be
such ag to secure general concurrence at our mecting. As respects a
more vigorous and extended represeatativn of our interests at the Board
of the Gouncil of Public Instruction, 1t is to bo regretted that some,
even of tho members upoa whoso concern it our educational welfare we
can rely, cannot always or more frequently attend owing to other
pressing and more absorbing public duties. But I should deepiy regret
to give ocuasion for the inference that we had not in the Hon. Superin-
tendent himself, at least, one relinble representative intimately ac-
quuinted witk our local requirements. Indeed, so far from imputing avy
neglect to that quarter, I should desite heartily to concur in any expres-
sion of our indebtedness to that gentleman. Enthusiasm in any pursuit
io life is one of the great sources of saccess; and whea we witness in
him and in the journal published under his immedinto anspices such
cothusinsm for the promotion of education in all its detnils as create
enthuginsm everywhere in the breastsof teachers and readers, and which
passes beyond the narrow wfluences of local prejudice and differences
of creed, I cannot but feel that as a body of teachers, our interests are
gnite safe in his hands,

But let us be true to ourselves, and let us manifest our appreciation
of what advantages we do epjoy, by endeavouring, each of us in bisown
'phtl::_e’ to do the best he can as to his own part in carrying on the great
wor!

The report of the Judges appointed to decide upon the Galt Prize
Essays was announced, awarding the 1st prize, $25, to Miss Margaret
Robertson, of the Sherbrooke Academy ; the 2nd prize, $10, to Miss
Eliza P. Perkins, of Hadey.

A letter from the Hon.Jd. Sanborn was read by the President, placing
$23 at the disposal of the Association as a prize for the best essay, 1o
be offered the ensuing year, to which was added the offer of S10, by
Dr. Nicolls, as a second prize.

The President having kindly consented to read Miss Robertson's
Essay, it was listenced to with much interest, and the President and
Judges were requested to take the necessary steps to secure its pubh-
cation.

Principal Graham, on behalf of the Business Comnmittee, announced
as exercises for the evening session, the presentativn of the prizes to
the successful competitors by the Hon. A. T. Galt, and addresses by
that Hou. gentleman and Hon. P. J. 0. Chauveau, Superintendent of
Education.

The Evening Session {which was held in the Methodist Church) was
well attended.

The Presideut, in calling the meeting to order, expressed much
Plcasnrc in introducing to the audience the Hon. A. T. Galt, and the

fon. P. J. O. Chauveau.

Hon Mr. Galt expressed much gratification in the opportunity thus
afforded him of meeting the (rends of Education in Stanstead, and of
})ncseming wm person the well menited prizes to the Jadies, to whom they
had been, he doubted not, justly awarded. In Miss Robertson's
absence, Inspector Hubbard responded briefly in her hehalf, and also
of Miss Perkins, who received her prize in person.

Mr. Galt then addressed the mecling at somo length, testifying his
deep interest in the cause of Education, and his anxiety, as a member
of t{:c Government, to do everything possible for it to ensure its safety
and success, and repeating the assurances given in his address at
Sherbrooke. .

Hon. Mr. Chauveau next addressed the Convention. He spoke briefly
of what had been done by the estabhshment of Normal Schools, to
furnish an improved class of teachers, and in the formation of Teachers’
Associations for the benefito the many excellent teachers already
emploved. He referred o the Journal of Educalion, stating that if
any teachers complained thal it was not as good as it might be, it was
in their power to make it better. He alluded to the complaint made by
some of the different religious persuasions, expressing his desire that
full justice should be done to 2il.  He spoke in complimentary terms
of the lead winch Stanstead had taken in the work of education.

The President madea few remarks urging the unportance of teaching
both the English aud French languages in cur schools, which were
warmly seconded by the Hon, Superintendent.

The exercises of the cvening were interspersed with appropriate
music by the Band. Adjourned to meet at 9 . x. on Friday.

Morning Session, Friday —Essays on the Office and Work of Teachers
were read by Dr. Nicolls, W. H. Lee, A. N, and C.C, Colby, Esq.,
after which— . . .

Principal Graham made somo personal explanations relative {o his

connection with ancther Association, and asked permission, on behalf
of that Association (the Protestant Association of Montreal) to present
to the Hon gentlemen present a paper issued by their committee. The
paper was accepted by the Hon, Messrs. Galt and Chauveau, who, in
doing so, stated that the suggestions of the committee would receive
their careful attention. ‘They also expressed their wish to hearthe views
of teachers and others present, relative to amendments in the school
laws. Mr. Chauveau spoke particularly of lus desire that measures
should be taken to secwo separate und distinet funds, in future, for the
su[:port of Superior and Common Schools.

Mr. Inspector Hubbard suggested some changes in the details of the
law, particularly i regard to. the division of Common School funds
among the ser eral districts in each mumcipalhity, and alsoin regard to
dissentient schools.

C. C. Colby, Esq., disapproved of the extensive powers given to
School Cominissioners, and was in favor of leaving the management of
the schools more with the districts, by allowing them to chooss
managers, to employ teachers, etc.  He also spoke of the indifference
of the people in the clection of Commissioners, and was in favor of
vesting their powers in the Municipal Councils.

Mr. ‘Thomas Jenkins made some matter-of-fact as well as rather
humorous statements relative to the course pursued by the Stanctead
Commissioners, 1n collecting taxes and paywmng teachers in « green-
backs,” and in employing cheap teachers.

The Presilent also made some mmportant suggestions, of which,
unfortunately, we have no minutes. He also expressed the thanks of
the Association to our Honorable visitors for their kind attondance,

On motion of Principal Graham, it was resolved that the Annual
Meeting of the Provincial Association be held at Sherbrooke. Afiera
long and interesting session, the Association adjourned sine dic.— The
Sherbrooke Freeman.

District of Bed!uard Teachers’ Association.

The Association met in this Village on Thursday, 22nd, at 13 ». x,
President in the chair. It being the regular annual meeling, the election
of officers was first in order, and on motion, Mr. Laing of Waterloo was
re-elected as President for the ensutng year, Mr. Marsh of Granby, Sec.-
Treas., Dr. Parmelee, A. Duff of Dunham, and T. W_1icks of Knowl-
ton, Executive Committee.

On a motivn the fulluning resolution was brought up, and after some
discussion passed unanimously i—

Resolved ~—That this Association will discoun{enance any attempt of
Trustees or Commissioners to engage a teacher in any school under
Government control without legal quahifications, or of such teachers to
obtain a school.

In the debate, allusion was especially made to a number of instances
in which clergyman reported schools in their own name which were
not taught by themselves but were wholly under the charge of teachers
without any diplona. .

‘The following resolutions were then brought forward, and after some
remarks, unanitmously agreed to.

Resolved,~—That inasmuch as the number of properly qualified teach-
ers 1s now fully equal to the number of our schools, the Board of
Examiners should henceforth be particularly careful to sce that all
candidates come up to the full requirements of the Law.

Resolved,—That tins Association express its reprobation of the action
of Commissioners in fixing a maximmum rate of wages for teachers,
which is unreasonably and injuriously low, thus degrading the cha-
racter of schools, and discouraging teachers from properly qualifying
themselves.

Mention was made of onc Municipality in which the Commissioners
resolved to pay no more than $2 a week, and that (except tho share
from the Government grant) in American money; and of others in
which well qualificd teachers could not be found for the sums offered,

The following resolution was then discussed and carried :—

Resolved,—That it is the duty of the Slate, as farasis consistent with
the liberty of the subject, to oblige parents to send their children to
school for @ fixed period; and thatitis the special duty of Commis.
sioners and Trustees to see that all scholars attending schools under
their control are provided with necessary books and materials for school
purposes.

The_ subject of prizes for Penmanship was then taken up and after
somo discussion laid on the table. The Association then adjourned till
73 o

Tho Associntion met at 73 r. . Minutes read and approved. Tho
President vead auletter from Prof. Robins, and presented a circular
issued by a committee of the Provincial Teachers’ Association for tho
consideration of the Association. Some remarks were then made on
the position and relations of Model Schools, considering especially the
possibility of makinga more definite gradation in the Cotamon Schools,
—It was thought that there was little possibility of such gradation
except by common consent in large villages, ’
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Mr. McGeegor of Montreal -then addressed the Association on the
subject of University Class Examinations, and presented a roport of a
schemo proposed by a committeo of the Corporation of MceGill Uni-
versity for the introduction of a siimlar plan i this country. He
remarked that the scheme had been fwst undertaken under the auspicies
of the University of Oxford, and that the plan had been followed by
many other Universities of Great Britian.  The objoct was to give to
thoso who could not enjoy the full advantages of Umversity education,
a share in the honors o™ the Umversity if thev conld in anv manner
carn them. There we » offered for the compruinon of the candidates
tho degree of Associnte of Arts, and two certificates of ment entitled
Senfor and Junior, wWinch cuuld be ubtued by any one on passing
Examinatious in certain stated subjects. These examinations, first
commenced in 1838, have proved highly suceessful, and have been
extended, during the last year, to tadws, At the close of My. McGregor's
Essay, the thanks of the Association were tendered to hum for the same,
and the Association adjourned tt) 93 a. . of the next day. The report
above mentioned will be found below. )

On Friduy morning, Dec. 23rd, the Association met at 93 a.m. The
suggestions of the Cumunttee of the Provineal Teachers’ Association
were then brought befure the Association and discussed n order They
were upproved in substance, but sowe suggestions were made in regard
to change of form. It was resolved that the Executive Committee be
instrieted to secure a large attendance from this Districtal’ possible at
any General Convention of friends of Protestant Education held hefore
or during the next meeting of Parliament.

On motion, the following resolution was passed unanimously :—

Resolved,~That this Association condhally approve the scheme of
Umversity Class Exanunations prepared by a Conumtiee of the Corpo-
ration of McGill University in its leading features; and look with con-
fidence for the success of the same, and for great advantage to the
cause of education to arise from it. It is, however, the opinion of this
Association that more benefit would arise from the worhing of the
scheme, especially i the country, if the maximum age were set at
cighteen, instead of seventeen years, and if the matter of Examinations
were left entirely in the hands of University Esaminers.

On motion the following resolution was passed —

Resolved—That this Association offers the fullowing prizes i Pen-
maunslup for compelition to scholars in the common schools of the
District of Bedford, who shall have gttended school in the District,
three months within the year ending on the 15th of May neat, iz, A
fiest and second prize to gurls between the ages of 12 and 16, a first
and second prize to girls under the aze of 12 7'a first and second prize
to lads between the ages of 12 and 16 a first and second prize to lads
under 12, Farther, that all the arrangemenic necessary 1o carry out
n.nf.oplan be left 1n the care of the Executive Committee of the Asso-
ciation.

After some remarks on Anthmetic by Mr. Duff, the Association
ad&gqmed.

he Association met again at 1§ p. M. Some remarks were made on
the Relation of Oral Instructionand text books Mr Laing made some
remarks on the subject of reading, and was followed by Dr. Parmelee
and Mr. Marsh. .

A vote of thanks was. offered by the Association to the people of
Granby for their hospitality and to the Gentlemen of the Press for their
liberality, after winch the Association adjourned, to meet again between
the 15th and 20th of May at some place to be named by the Ixecutive
Committee.—Jos. W. Marsh, Sec.—Easicrn Township Gazclle.

Notices of Books and Publications.

Dg Sora~—Valedictory Address to the Graduates in Arts of the
McGil! University ; By the Rev. A. De Sola, LL. D., Professor of
Hebrew and Onental Literature. Longmoore, Publisher, Montreal ;
1864.—8vo., 8 pp. '

Moxno.—History, Geography and Statistics of British America

g 4Alcx. Monro, Esq. Lovell, Publisher, Montreal ; 1864.~12mo.,
PP-, .

It is impossible that in the hurried preparation of a work of this
kind sume inaccuracies should not have crept in, despite the utmost
care 10 exclude them. One or two of these, which have fallen
under our nétice (pp. 244, 245), we shall endeavar to correct. There

are no normai schools atiached to the Laval and Lennoxville Uni- | L

versitics. Of the three schools of this class in Lower Canada, one
only, the McGill Normal School, is under the joint control of the
university of the same name and of the Department of Educat.on,
the other two—the Jacques-Cartier and Luval Normal Schools—
depending entirely on the latter. A trausposition, we may add,
occurs-in the list of the principal colleginte insiintions of Eastern
Canada,—theological schools being substunted for classical col-
leges, which makes a considerabla .difference in- the number. of

pupils. A more systematic method of compilation with regard to
the statistics for the different provinces, would also have ensured
greater accuracy in this part of the work. As it is, the figures
appear to have been taken indifferently from the census of 1851 or
that of 1861. This has doubtiesa occurred through the circumstance
that the labor of compilation was already far advanced when the
last census became available ; yet, would it not have been better
1o have made the whole correspond with the latest returng albeit
some delay in the publication should have occured in consequence?

Notwithstanding thege slight defects, however, this littie voluine
will be found exceedingly useful acd interesting, containmg as it
does in a convenient and compact form, a great vanety of informa-
tion, scientific, historical and statistical, bvaring upon alf the Brnitish
ossessions in North America, from Newfoundland to Vancouvers?
sland. Tt is neatly illustrated with cuis representing the principal
cities of this immense territory.

CaNADIAN NaTURALIST AND GrorocieT.~—The October number of
this scientific yoview contains among other excellent articles, one
by Principal Dawson on the new fossil found at Greaville, which he
has named Rusophycus Grenvillensis ; also, a translation of the
Abbé Bruunet’s pamphlet on Michaux? botameal voyage to Canada,
by T. S. Bunt, Esq. A new map of the territory through which
Michaux joutneyed accompanies the last article

La Revue CanaDiense.— In the numbers for September, October
and November are concluded Mt. Rayal’s essay on the pohtical
hife of Sir L. H. LaFontaine and Mr. Raymond’s article on Rome.
Among the other contents of these numbers we_notice several
articles on the civil code projected by the Commission, an essay on
the agricultural census of Lower Canada by Mr. Provencher, book
notices by Rev. Mr. Poulin, Messrs. Senécal, de Bellefenille and
Royal, and poetry by Messts. Lemay, Félix Marchand, Senécal
and Benjamin Sulte.

Gornox.— Wilderness Journeys in New Brunswick in 1862-63 ;
By the Hon. A, H. Gordon, Lieutenant Governor, &c. McMilan,
Publisher, St. Johns, N. B. ; 1864.—8vo., 64 pp.

This is a republication of a series of articles wrnitten for the Va-
cation Tourist, by the Lt.-Goveruor of New Brunswick, The style
is agreeable and the narrative, although not of a stirring nature,
still possesses a peculiar charm. Adventures in canoes, on
safts, over portages or in camp, hunting and fishing excursions,
Indian and forest scenes and legends, a little natural history and as
much wit as can be tolerated in the weods away from the civilized
world, furnish the materials that enter into the composition of this
interesting little book. .

In another part of this number we have copied some Indian
legends ; in one, the characters of 2 well known scriptural parable
are strikingly reproduced ; ancther also bears unmistakable traces
of Geunesis, Noah’s ark and the Tower of Babel being undoubtedly
the objects referred to. It is possible that these points of resem-
blance have had their source in the teachings of missionaries, other-
wise a strong proof of, the common origin of human traditions, and,
therefore, of the truth of Seriptural history, would be afforded. These
legends form besides, as the author remarks, a connected whole not
unlike the allegories that Longfellow has so happily wrought into
the Song of Hiawatha. .

Coxsciexce—L'Orpheline; By Henri Conscience. Translated
l);()" Léon Wocquier Quebec. Duquet, Publisher, 18mo., 139 pp.
20 cts.

We have here a translation that has already appeared in the
columns of the Canadien. It is the first work of a cheap series.
designed for the people, and 1o be known as la Bibliothéque du
Canadien. The two following belong to the same series.

GEmN—La Gazette de Québec; By E. Gérin. 65 pp. 25 cts,

Lemoine.—La mémoire de Montcalm vengée, ou le massacre au
sIﬁort Gé%rgc, documents Ristoriques recueillls par J. M. Lemoine.

Pp. <3 cts. . )

We have already published in this journal a translation of theso
old historical papers, for which we are indebled to the JMaple
eaves.

ManvetL de phrases fran\?aiscs ¢t anglaises, contenant de nom-
breuxr vocabulaires, efc. New edition. Beauchemin & Valois,
Publishers, Montreal ; 1864. 18mo., 187 pp.

Coprrre~—Examen Médico-légal du procés de Pierre Duval
dit Barbinas pour Pempoisonnement de Julic Desilie, son cpouse,
par J. Emery Coderre, M. D., fesseur de Matidre Médicale

et de théyapeutique de PEcole- de Médecine et de Chirurgic de
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llggntréal 3 8vo,, 58 pp., double columne. Published at the Pays
office.

gn‘nov,gnp.-Elude sur PActe concernant la Faillite, 1864, par
Désiré Ghrouard ; 103 pp., large 8vu., double columus. Published
at the office of £ Umon Nationale.

TapLEAV des délais I{'i.rés dans la procédure du Bas-Canada ;
Phinguet & Laplante, Publishers, Montreal ; 1864.—8vo., 19 pp.

Notice sur la vie et la mort de M. Michel Prévost, prétre du
Séminaire de St. Sulpice, Cure d’Office de Montréal ; 12mo., 126
pp- Wuth a portrait,

Dawson.—On some Painte of the History and Prospects of Pro-
testant Education in Lower Canada ; A Lecture delivered by Princi-
pal Dawsou belore the Association of Teachers 1n ronnection with
the McGill Normal School. 20 p, Montreal, J. C. Beckett.

The first Fart of this interesting lecture is a sketch from a Protes-
tant point of view of the history of education in Lower Canada. The
sutject is so much volved with the pohitical Iistory of Lower
Canada that any review of it would carry us far beyond the hmits
of our usual notices. Having reached the period of our lustory which
has elapsed siuce the umwn of the two guuadas, the learned pro-
fessor thus expresses tumseif.

st Under the union of the Canadas, a new schoo! law, the germ of
that still existing, was passed. At first there was hope, in this as in
other respects, that the umon of the Canadas would prove a real
fusion into one nattonality ; but the old disintegrating forces again
pravailed 3 and as early as 1845 the educational union was ﬁ(fally
dissolved by act of parhament, and the educational interests of the
Briush popnlation of Lower Canada. wero left at the disposal of
the French majorty with enly such check: as might result from
the influence of the Upper Canadian members of the Legislature.

¢ Sl 4 great impulse had been g'ven; aud since 1841 a school
system has been developed, which, 1f not perfect, 15 stil highly
creditable, when we tuke intoconsideration its youth and the diffi-
culties of diversity of race and creed with which it has had to
struggle.

¢ The appointment of a Superintendent of Education and the
praiseworthy eftoris of the present Superintendent and his predeces-
sor, the formation of a Councl of Public Instruction, the labours of
the Inspectors of Schouls, the 1ntroduction of assessment for the sup-
port of education, the establishment of Provinciat Normal Schools,
the publication of Journals of Educanon, and a multitude of minor
improvements, have given a new character to the elementary ins.
truction ; while the growth of the insutations of superior education
has also been rapia. .

4 In regard to the British and Protestant education, it may, with-
out auny invidious comparison, be affirmed that i1t has maintained
its ground, and that the love of education, and a desire for its
promolion have been sieadily advancing. Our Universities have a
standard of education which may challenge comparison with any
in America and that of Montreal has, with hitle provincial aid,
attained a growth which in many respects places it the fi:st 10 Bri~
tish America. Qur superworand common schools, though from cau-
ses incident to our position and a munority. they have not antamed
1o the development of the pnblic schouls of Upper Canadi, have
done even more than those of that country, 1n proportion to the pub-
fic support which they have received.  We trave wr the man, sus-
tained intact that great priuciple of umon 1n non-sectarian schools,
with wlach out predecessors began 1n 1787, and withiout which we
shouid have succombed aitogether hefoe the dominant race and
creed. By steady and persevering effort, amd difficolties and sa-
cnfices unkuownto the highly emdowed institutions of the majority
here, and 10 our more fortunate countrymen in Upper Canada, we
have sustained the cau<e of British and Prolestaut educatvn n
Lower Canada, and have thus done mach to preserve and estend
British influence in this country, as well as to aid our countrymen
of French origin in their educational progress.

¢« We now stand on the brink of a new revolutinn, and shouvld be
prepared carefully to review ihe history of the past and to profit
by ats lessons, bear ng i mind our weakness as a minority,and the
extreme rapidity with which the most important chaugea are car-
ried mto effect 1n this country.”

The lecturer then examines the several proposals which have
heen made 10 guarautee the rights of Prolestants under the new
federal onstitution. It will be seen that on one imponant point he
tukes ¢ wfferent view from those expressed by Professor Miles of
Lennoxville, whoss able essay on the same subject is to be foundin

another part of our columns. We copy this part of Dr. Dawson’s
lecture.

« Tt is proposed that we should demand a separate Protestant
Supernmntendent and Couneil of Public Instruction, the latter to ropre-
sent, as fairly as may be, the leading Protestant denominatious.
The ground for this demand is not any dissatistaction with the
administration of educational affuirs by the present Superintendent.
Oa the contrary, I believe it will be admitted that under his man-
azement, education has made svubstautial advances, and the defects
of the existing system have been greatly modified, or have been
at Jeast smoothed over in such a manner as to rob them of many
obnoxious features. But this circumstance makes us all the more’
uneasy. The power now wielded with tact and firmness, and under
the government of United Canada, may produce the most opposits
eflects, under an officer of different character, and without the
checks and encouragements afforded by the existing union.

¢ I confess that under the present constitution, I should doubt as
1o a division of the Department of Education. It would cause ad-
ditional expense. It might produce contentions between the depart-
ments. The Superintendent of the minority might be a man of little
influence, and inferior in all respects to the man who could be
secured for the larger office. Without underrating these evils, I
stil) think that, under the new constitution at least, we are bound
to demaand this change, as giving thie only security possible for the
unfettered deveiopment of our Protestant schools. ” While linked
in any way to the system of the majority, our system will be
cramped in its development, it will lack unity, and it will be un-
able ‘to watch effectvally the interests of the smaller Protestant
cnmmunities, a matter of much importance even to the existence of
these communities. It will also want that distinctiveness which
alone can give it any share of the sympathy of our countrymen in
other parts of British America. Without a separate Council the
mauority cannot form a umitell body, capable of discussing its own
plans and of adveceating its own interests, and causes of complaint
which the department cannot effectually redress will continually
urise.

<« It may be said that minorities have no such rights anywhere,
and that the minority in Upper Canada will claim similar privi-
loges. We can urge in reply, that it a cordon isto be drawn-around
the Frenck nationality in Lower Canada, the English within that
pale have a right to a simi'ar protection ; and that this 1s not a
mere question of greater and less numbers, but of the maintenance
ol British education in a province of the Brtish Empire.”

MONTHLY SUMMARY.

EDUCATIONAL INTELLIGENCE,

— The Gazelle de PAllemagne du Nord gives the following informa-
tion, extracted from tbe report of the Minister of Public Worskip on
the condition of clementary edacation in Prussia from 1850-10 1861.

There were in Prussia at the eod of 1861, 24,763 primary public schools,
conducted by 33 617 male, and 1755 female teachers. Although the
rura) population was only a little over that of the towns {viz., 12,867,368
souls), the number of primary schools in the country was aboat seven
times greater (21,828 against 2935). A large nuwber of children ic the
10tens frequented the * middle schocls.” The number of children bound
10 attend schoo! ont of & ponulation of 18,476,000, was 3,090,294,—o0r 17
to every 100 inbabitants  Of this nnmber, 2,875,836—namnely, 1,775,888
Protestants, 1,063,805 Catholics, 30,053 Jews and 6090 dissenters—
attended the public schoole, and 84,021, the private primary schools,
which gave a total of 2,659,857 cluldrea actually attending school,
The remginder (130,437) furnisbed the attendance at the* middle
schools,” so that a very small pumber ~ero exempted.

The averago salaries of teachers in Berlin, male_and female, wers of
413 tbalers (1050 fr.)and of the teachers in the rural districts 281 thalers
(680 fr.+. The school fees amounted to about two sevenths of the salaries.
paid, the balance being obtained from endowments, and municips! aod
state graots.

The total expenditure for primary schools was 9,902,696 thlers (sbout
3% millions of francs), of which 438,928 thalers (aboat 1,600,000 fr.)
were sapplied by the state~Afoniteur.
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