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ON BAPrTISM.
Continued from page 61.

No. H\ Of Baptism, as it regards the Subjects of it

Tais is the proper place to put the question, Of what use is baptism to
an infant? Before giving a direct answer, it may be proper to take
notice of two very general opinions on this point, both of which are ex-
tremes, and hoth are erroneous, — the former, pushing the words of
Scripture beyond what the analogy of faith or the common use of the
langusge of the Bible will allow; the other, not gmounting to what the
Scripture plainly teaches; the one, obviously intended to aggrandize
Church power; the other, favourable to the neglect of parental duty.—
The one, corrupting the doctrine of the Scripture ; the other, unfavourable
to the interests of morality.

1. There are who assert that, to baptize is to regenerate a child,—~thag
the baptized dre translated from the curse of Adam to the grace of Christ,
~—that in baptism original guilt is washed away and actual sin forgiven,—
that the baptized become partakers of the Holy Ghost, and heirs of eter-
nal life ; and that all this is true of every one who is rightly baptized.
To be rightly baplized, according to those who hold these opinions, is to
be baptized by a Clergyman who has received Episcopal ordination, and
by none other. This doctrine is founded upon the sssumption that bap-
tism by water is the regeneration spoken of in the New Testament : that
all such expressions as, *‘regeneration,” *born of water and the spirit,”
<< begotten ugain to & lively hope,” ¢ born of incorruptible seed,” relate
to the one simple act of being baptized by one who has been episcopally
ordained.

We know of no task more irksome than to write a regular refutation of
palpable nonsense ; and at present we shall not attemptit. We think it
sufficient to state, that according as we read the Bible, and according as
it is explained by a great majority of the orthodos, Regeneration des-
cribes a great spiritusl change effected by the spirit of God ; by which
change a man becomes & new creature~is raised out of & state of death
into a state of life—becomes a pariaker of & divine nature, and is justified
g0 that he cannot come-inte condemnation. To assert that all this either
means simply water baptism, or is effected in, or by, water baptism, would
lead to some startling consequences, It would lesd te a belief that every
*srightly baptized’” person is truly a believer and has received power to
becoms & child of God ;—that he does not commit sin ; for the Aposile
John asserts that, *¢ whosoever i3 born of God doth not commit sin ;—
that he overcomes the world ; for the same Apostle soys that, all <«who
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are bern of God overcome the world.” Now, can any man believe that
all this is true of every one *srightly baptized?’ Is it not true on the
other hand, that many who have been baptized in every way,—baptized
in infancy and baptized in tmature age,—baptized by sprinkling and bap-
tized by immersion ;—baptized by those who have been episcopally or~
dained and by those who have received no ordination at all ; live as the
world live,—without fearing God, and having no hope? Again; the
doctrine which we oppuse would lead to the belief that =all who are not
baptized are lost. The Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus, * Except 8 man
ba born again he cannot see the Kingdem of God,” if regeneration then
is effected in or by baptism, and if to be baptized is to be regenerated,
then a1} who are not baptized do perish ; they cannot see the Kingdom of
God.~~All unbaptized children are consequently lost,

Besides, are there not instances of persons who have become believers
‘by reading the Word of God, and who have never had an opportunity of
enjoying religious ordinances? Is there not a whole denominadon of
professing christians who conscienciousiy disbelieve in an outward baptism
~the Quakers—these are of consequence all lost ;—they have not been,
according to the doctrine above stated, regenerated, and the Lord says
that whoever is not regenerated cannot see the Xingdom of God. Once
more. 1n the case of an adult, 2 person must be regenerated before he
can be baptized. John baptized those who were penitent and confessed
their sins, Philip baptized the Ethiopian Eunuch on the assurance that
< he believed with all his heart,”” Peter baptized Cornelius and those
gathered together in his house after the Holy Ghost had fullen upon them,
Paul was baptized by Ananias after he had been converted, and does nos
every christian church require in adults a profession of their faith in order
to their being baptized,—and they are baptized when there are evidences
that they are hclievers. Adults, then, are baptized, not that they may
be regenerated, but because they are regencrated already or believed to
be so.

2. The other opinion tespecting the uses of baptism which we regard
gs erroneous, is the oppesite extreme to the one now stated,~-It is an
error in defect, while the other is an error in excess. It is this,
that baptism is of no use to an infant while it is an infant; but that when
the infant arrives at the years of discretion, and when told that he was
baptized in his infancy, and in that ordinance devoted to God, he may
regard himself as already pledged to believe in God and to serve Him.
According to this, there is nothing in baptism but its moral influenee, and
that influence amounts to nothing till the baptized person become old
enough to feel the influence of moral obligations.

That an obligation of a moral nature lies upon those who have been
consecrated to God in their infaney by their believing parents, in an ordi-
nance of God’s own institution, is an opinion which we think few persons
will deny. But, whatever the nature or the amount of that obligation be,
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is of no consequence in the enquiry, Of what use is baptism to an infant?
In reply to this I observe,

i. That every ordinance connected with the covenant of grace, is in-
tended and fitted to be of use to those for whose benefit it was instituted.
The primary object of all ordinances is to shew forth the glory of God,
and the secondary object is the profit of those who observe them. Itis
by aiming at the former that the latter is secured. The ordinances of
public and private worship; tho Sacraments, and indeed, every duty, are
memorials of God’s Gracious character, or acts of homage paid to his
supreraacy ; and it cannot be, that he can be remembered and obeyed
with right motives, without benefit to the worshipper. Now if it please
God to institute services, in which babes and sucklings are to take a part
in shewing forth his praise, the service in which they take a part must be
of advantage to them.

It has already been shewn that, baptism is & seal of the covenant of
grace, suitable to the New Testament dispensation, just as circumcision
wag a seal of the same covenant under the former economy, and also
that, God in that covenant promises to be a God to his people and to their
children ; when, therefore, by an act of faith and obedience, an autho-
rized appeal is made to the faithfulness of God by believing parents, there
is that done which is done in ull other religious services, and than which
nothing more can be done in any. If then there be profit in any service,
there is in this all that belongs to any.service, and advantage may be
derived from it, as well as from any other.

In baptism, an infant is placed in the very circumstances in which the
promise of God mey meetit. Itis, as it were, laid upon his covenant;
an appeal is made to his faithfulness ; and ean any thing more be done in
any cnse to obtain the blessing of God? Whether the blessing shall
actually be given, depends upon a condition with which our services have
nothing to do, a condition which we cannot control nor influence, viz. the
sovereignty of efficacious grace, in which, the spirit of God exzecutes the
purposes of election. Enough for us it is to Lnow what God re-
quires of us and to do his will, the rest must be left to hiznself; and while
80 leaving it, there is every encouragement to believe that, when he gives
the disposition to trust his promise and grace to act upen that trust, he
has given this grace preparalory to his giving the blessing.

But it may be replied that neither the faith nor the obedience are the
infant’s, True; Buot it hath pleased God under all the stages of the dis-
pensations of grace to include the children with their parents in his prom-
ise. It was so from Adam to Noah,~from Noah to Abraham ; ard then
the covenant is declared to be an everlasting covenant, which hss since
been ratified and confirmed by the blood of Christ. To assert that the
clause which respects children, has a reference to the national privileges
of the Jews, is to commit a glaring anachronism—it was in it, and acted
upon before Abraham’s days—before Israel existed any where butin the
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purposes of God, and it remains ofter Isrnel a8 o nation has ceased to
exist.

‘Mhe principle of blessing children by means of their parents is not &
new one even in the covenant of promise. It lies at the fuundation of
God's administrations in nature and in provideace, as well asin grace.
It is the law of nature thai, through parents, children should receive the
blessings of their heavenly father. ¢ The strong natural affection, planted
in ‘he heart of 8 parent to his offspring, shews, by the light of nature,
that our Lord cares for children in this way, Surely He who implanted
this affection in the parent’s breast, loves the child by the care of the
parent. If this be so in & natural sense, is it not equally the case in &
spiritual sonse?  If the love of God be shed abroad in the heart of a
parent, by the Holy Ghost given unto him, and if he love his child with
this divine love, does it not prove, that, in so far, the Holy Spirit loves
the child.” * If so, it is acting on a grand principle, universal in God's
government, to regard the believing parent as the medium through which,
blessing is communicated to the infant,~the sacrament of baptism is the
geal of this.

“Although the dispensation of Grace is wholly a matter of revelation,
yet when revealed, there can be traced in it certain general principles
which shew, that the mind which presides over the Lingdum of nature
and the kingdom of Grace, is One. And it is no small evidence of the
truth of revelation, that it is in perfect keeping with the other works of
God. 'To leave children out of a recognized interest in the blessings of
salvation into which their porents have been introduced would be unnaz-
ural. It would be a solecism in the administration of God, a2t variance
with the perfect scheme of heaven's merey and with the analogies of
nature.

Bu’ it may still be replied, what spiritual benefit can an infant enjoy 2
In answer it may be asked, what spiritual benefit, essential to salvation,
can an infant 2wt enjoy?  An infant is capable of justification through the
imputed righteousness of Christ and of sanctification by the Spirit of
Christ. All other blessings are connected with circumstances which do
not exist to children, and they, therefore, neither have them nor need
them. The righteousness by which an infant is justified, is the sama
thing as the righteousness of faith, by which an adult is justified. To
say that it is not capable of this, is to say, in as many words, that it is
incapable of being seved.  Xf this righteousness eannot be enjoyed without
actual believing, then the case of infants is utterly hopeless. Baptism
recognizes their capability of having that righteousness without faith,
which can be possessed by adults only through faith., And did infant
baptism go no farther than this, it is an ordinance on which every Chris«
tian'would set the highest valua. If it were set aside tbere would not

e

* Treatiso on Infant Baptiem, by James Kidd, D. D.
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remain in the word of God, any thiny sufficiently distinet to meet the
anxieties which every christian parent feels about theseternal welfare of
his offspring, especially of tinse who may have fullen into an infant's
grave. The attempt to rest hopes for them on their supposed inrocency—
on the supposition that Christ took away all original sin from all the pos.
terity of Adam—on the uncertain application of the phrase ¢ of such is
the Kingdom of Heaven” will fail of producing satisfaction. The only
evidence which no%dispute ean weaken is, that the seals of the covenant
of grace are, by the authority of God, to bcumt upon the infants of belie~
ving parents.

2. Another use of baptism 10 infants is, that their connexion with the
Church of God is, by that ordinance publickly declared. 'This must be
profitable to then in various ways,

The Church is God's family on earth ; and as he has promised to dwell
in ihe Church—and to bless her provision it may well be expected that,
while He is distributing the blessings of His goodness amungst those of
full growth, He will not be forgetful of the babes. 'Twere unlike 2 father
to provide only for the strong, and to neglect the infants of the family,

Let it not be said, that he may provide for them without their being
regarded as formally connected with the church. An objection of this
sort looks very like dictating to God what he ought to do: and besides,
goes much farther than merely questioning the use of baptism to an infant.
God may, for he can, build up men in faith and love without either bap-
tism or the Lord's Supper: are therefore these sacraments to be set
aside as unnecessery 7— Many young persons not cdnnected with the
church are brought up in Christian knowledge as well as those who are.
Is it therefore of no iraportance to be within the pale of the church?—
For us it is enough to know what God requires, and not to sit in judg-
ment on the propriety of his institutions.

Infants, by being baptized, are recognized as having a formal connexion
with the Church, and thereby have an interest in the prayers of the
church, This will appear to be no mean advantage when we remember
the special pleasure which Christ says he takes in the assemblies of his
people,—the promises He has made of being present when they meet in
his name, and the assurances he gives them, that he will hear and answer
their prayers. Of these the following passages may be quoted as proof.
*« He loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.” Pa.
87: 2. *Where two or three are gathered together in my name, thers
am I in the midst of them.” Mat. 18: 20. <« If two of you shajl sgree
on earth as touching any thing that they shail ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father which is in heaven.” Mat. 18: 19. A church jighte
1y instructed and constituted, must regard their baptized infants as ba-
Jonging to thcir fellowship, and it is the most natural thing in the world
for them, to crave the blessing of the Father of mercies to come down
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upon those, who are ‘*to shew forth his praises to another age.” And
surely he will not * scorn their prayer.”

3. By being recognized as members of the church, a deeper interest by
far, will be felt in them, than if they were regarded as heathens, which
they must be, if there were nothing to connect them with the church of
God. Out of this interest for them, will come not only special prayers,
but also superintendance. ¢ Viewing baptism as introducing infants to
a visible state of discipleship, we are to consider others as teachers and
overlookers of these disciples : and then the usefulness of such an institu-
tion will display itself before us. We see an infant baptized.~If our
views terminated there, alas, what is it 2—-The baptism of a baby. Things
that are little in themselves, become great by their connexion with, and
velation to others. We see an infant baptized—What does it import?
He is received into discipleship, i. e. to be a scholar in a christian school.
Now carry your views into the department of parents, pastors, elders,
and members; and listen to the silent language of this institution,
«¢ Parents, Pastors, end people pray for us; during our tender infancy
pray for us. And when matured by age, cause the doctrine you profess,
to drop upon us s the rain, to distil as the dew, as the small rain upon
the tender herb, and as showers upon the grass. Watch over us with
united care and bring us up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
Itis a dispensation grand and merciful, celculated most powerfully to
turn the atrention of the church to the concerng of those who are rising
into life, and posting into eternity. *

4. Few things can be supposed better fitted to impress a parent’s mind
with the obligation which lies upon him, to train up a child in the fear of
God than this, that he has in a solemn service, given his child to God and
pledged himself by solemn vows, to rear it for God. If the service im=
press the psrent's mind and lead him to be faithful, the infant must have
the benefit of it.~—The parent's fervent prayers and his conscieucious and
persevering diligence in forming the principles and guiding the affections
of his interesting charge, are just the means which God has provided for
the religious training of the young. And his prayers will be the more
persevering from the fact he is pledged by his own vows to educate them
for God.

That churches and parents are ofien neglectful of their duty to the
young, is confessed, and cannot be too deeply lamented. Their remiss~
ness may, to a certain extent, be accounted for, from their incorrect ideas
respecting the nature of baptism and the relation in which a baptized child
stands ‘to them and to the church. Were the church and parents to act
their part faithfully, what a change should svon be seen upon society!
Instead of the youth of both sexes learning first the ways of the world,—
associating with the profane and the ungodly,—acquiring habits of thought-

# Edwards on Baptism.
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lessness and folly which load them and fetter them through life, we should
see them trained up in the way which leads to glory nnd honor and im-
mortality j=with a sensibility that would be hurt by whatever might
have, even the appearance of evil, and baving a delicacy of moral feeling
that would make them shrink from whatever is wrong. ¢¢The church has
a duty to perform in this matter which is seldom realized. It is her’s, by
her pastor and eldership, to stimr! e and guide parents in this srduous
and momentous labour ; to see the . proper schools for her baptized youth
are formed or selected; to put the Bible and suitable catechisms, and
other compends of religious truth into their hands ; to convene them at
stated intervals for instruction, exhortation and prayer; to remind them
from time to time, with parental tenderness, of their duty to confess
Christ, «nd recognize their relation to his church, by their own personal
aet; and, if they fall into gross error, or open immorality, or continue to
neglect religion, to exercise tovard them, with parental affection, and yet
with firmness, that discipline which Christ has appointed expressly for the
benefit of nll the members, and especially of the youthful members of his
covenanted family. If this plan were faithfully pursued with our baptized
vouth, I am constrained to concur with the pious Mr. Baxter in believing
that in nineteen cases out of twenty, our children, consecrated to God in
their infancy would grow up dutiful, sober, orderly, and serious, and be-
fore they reached mature age, recognize their membership by a personal
act, with sincerity and to edification. Happy era! When shall the
church of God be blessed with such fidelity, and with such results, *

* Miller on Baptism.

Amnalysis of Paul’s Address to the Jews in the Syuagogue ot
Amntiochy in Pisidia.
Acts xiii. 1452,

ArTER leaving Perga, where it is probable, Paul and Barnahas were
not very successful in making converts, they proceeded to Antioch in
Pisidia where their labours were remarkably blessed; an account of
which we have in the thirteenth chapter of the Acts of the &postles.

For miany obvious reasons it was necessary that the Gospel should be
spoken to the Jews, first ; Paul therefore went into the synagogue at An-
tioch on the Sabbeth day, Wherever the Jews dwelt in considerable
numbers they had a Synagogue in which they met on the Sabbath for
public religions worship. The synageguc was therefore the most snita-
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ble place for meeting with the Jews and sddressing them on religious
subjects. Thither Paul and Barrabas went. After the reading of that por-
tion of *“the law and the prophets” which formed the lesson for the day,
the rulers of the synagogue invited them to address the congregation.

The discourse which Paul delivered on that occasion is, in every way,
worthy of the attention of christians, as being a specimen of Paul’s man-
ner of addressing Jews and Proselytes ; of the arguments which he em-
ployed to bring them over to believe in the messiaship of Christ and of the
stile in which he applied this doctrine so &s to induce them to believe, as
sinners, on Christ for salvation. In a short account given of his preaching
at Thessalonica it appears, that he followed the same train of argument
there as he did at Antioch. ‘¢ He reasoned with them out of the Scrip-
tures, opening and alledging that Christ must needs have suffered, and
sisen again from the dead ; and that this Jesus is Christ.”” chap. 17: 2,3,
There was but one course for him to take. He needed to prove from
their Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah, and then to persuade them
to believe in him. By comparing Stephen’s speech before the council
with Paul's at Antioch it will be seen that both trgvelled over the same
ground. Had Stephen been allowed to finish kLis address, it is probable,
that he would have brought it to the same point as Paul brought his.
‘Whether Paul copied that eminent disputer whose speech he certainly
heard, it is of little consequence to enquirs, and the more especiaily as
every man who understood the subject must have taken the sarre course.

Let us now attend to the manner in which Paul set his argument.

1. He takes a rapid survey of the history of the Israelites from the time
of their leaving Egypt till the reign of David. His objecsin this seems to
have been to shew, that the Israelites had been specially favoured by God,
and that their whole history was a series of steps preparing for the advent
of a great deliverer. Of the coming of this Deliverer many promises had
been mede to David, a man after God’'s own heart: in particular, that
God would raise up one to sit upon his throne (Ps. 132: 11) whose do-
minion should be everlasting and universal. (Ps.72.) This promise was
made in the most solersn manner,  The Lord sware in truth to David.”
So far Paul and the Jews were on common ground.

2. Paul next asserts that Jesus of Nazareth was the promised Savior,
This was the point to be proved. The Jews believed that the promise to
David would be fulfilled ; Paul said that it was fulfilled. The first proof
adduced by the Apostle was, the testimony of Jobn Baptist, whoe was
strictly speaking, a Jewish prophet. Now John openly declared, that he
was sent to prepare the way of the coming Messiah, and more than this,
he, on two occasions, pointed to Jesus as he walked and said, ¢ Behold
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world ;" saying of him
that he came to do what the Messiah was promisedto do.

At this stage of the argument, anxious to turn: to good account the proof
go far ag he had gone, Paul said to his audience, ** Men and brethren,
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children of the stock nf Abraham and whosoever among you feateth God;
to you is the word of this sulvation sent.” {chs 13: 26.) This dirses apa
peal is satisfactory proof, that while Paul exerted himself to econyinee his
audience that Jesus was the Christ, he kept steadily in view the grand
eim of the Gospel wiich is to induce men to come to Christ that they
may be saved. . )
" 3. Paul now meets en objection which his hearers might make sgainst
his doctrine. He does not, indeed, formally state the objection, .but he
gives the answer toit, This is very common in the writings of Pauls
The objection is, How can the Messiahship of Jesus of Nazareth:be recon-
ciled with the fact, that the Jewish rulers, the highest authority in.the
country, rejeeted him and put him to death? The answer to this is. as
follows : ¢ They that dwell at Jerusalem and their rulers—knesw: him
not nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath dedy."
{27.) 'This muy seem a strange assertion, and yet it is true 4 the Jewish
rulers did not understand the character of the Messiah as drawn by the
prophéts, and consequently eould not see in hith the character of the Mes-
siak whien he came into the world. Their minds were blinded by the.hopd
of a temporal Deliverer, and not finding in the prophet of Galilee tha
qualities of a warrior rud a conqueror they would not involve themselves
in & quarrel with the Roman government for the sake.of one who séemed
unfit to emancipate them. They therefore rejected him. The factstated
by Paul that the rulers did not understand the scriptures which were dzily
read to them need surptise no one. 2. At the very time the Jewisk
rulers were rejecting Jesus, and putting hime to death they wure tincons
ciously fulfilling the prediotionis of the prophets, ¢« They fuifilled them.- in:
condemning him.” (27). The whole structure of the emblematic. dispen=
sation of Moses, end the predictions of the prophets go to shew that the
¢+Messiah should be cut off" that he should be “wounded for the transgrés~
sions of men,”——¢* bruised for their iniquities,” and that ke should ** die. for
their sins.” The opposition of the rulers was therefore, 8 part of the
evidence of the Messiahship of Jesus. 3. As the death of Christ was
then, no proof against his Messiahship; so it was no proof against the.gx«
cellence of his character. ¢ They found no ‘cause of death in'-him.
There was indeed an effort made to criminate him, but it broke down
through disagreement in the testimony of the suborned witnesses.
Moreover, Pilate, beathen though he was, declared t:at he fovnd no fanlt
in him ; and when prevailed upon Ly the importun.ty of the Jews he
consented that it should be ¢ven as they desired, hs washed his hands
before the multitude, saying, I am ianocent of the bi.d of this just .per-
son.”- Mat.-27: 24. 4. To complete the proof of his Messiaship, go
fer as they could, * they took him down from the tree and laid bim in s
sepulchre ;! (29) thereby fulfilling a plain prediction of one.of their most
eminent prophets, ¢ Ho made hig grave with the rich in his death.” Is.
63; 10, Had the Jewish rulers not done ald this; it would have been
u
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impessible to. have proved that Jesus was the Christ. How wonderfal
ate the counsels of the eternal mind!

4, Paul next brings on the testimony of God. *¢ God raised him from
the dead.” (30). It will not, for a moment, be believed, that God would
work ‘such & mirgcle to support the claims of an impostor. By raising
him from the dead God declared, with power, that Jesus was his Son.

But was it-a fact that Jesus wag raised from the dead 2 To this Paul
replies, .that he ¢ was seen many days of them which came up with him
from Galiles to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses to the people.” (31)
They were perfectly acquainted with him, and therefore competent to
bear witness to the facti
. At this stage Paul made another direct appeal to his audience, to awa-
ken in them those sentiments which such a manifestation of the grace of
God ought to call forth, ‘¢« We declare unto you glad tidings, how that
the promise which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same
unto us their children, in that he hath raised ap Jesus egain.’ (32, 33)
This address was thtown in with consummate skill. There was no topic
better fitted to interest a Jew, than that God had remembered the promises
made to the fathers, and that he lived to see the days of the Great Deliv-
erefr. 'There was but a step between the emotions which this was fitted
to call up, and believing in Jesus to salvation. To this grand object all
Paul's arguments and reasonings were ever directed. However eager in
accumulating *¢ demionstrations strong,” he never forgot, that he was sent
forth 10 « open men’s eyes, and to turn them from darkness « light, and
from-the power of Satan unto God, that they might receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith in Jesus.”
Acts 26: 18.

But the resurrection of Jesus was not only 8 proof of his Messiaship, as
being a direct testimony given by God himself, it was also the fulfilment
of an ancient prediction, *‘Thou art my Son this day have I begotten
thee.,” Ps. 2: 7. The meaning which Paul attached to this passage
may be known from the use which he makes of it in another place, ¢ de~
clared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection frem the
dead.” Rom. 1: 4. DBut it was not only foretold that he should be raised
from the dead, but that he should “no more return to corruption.” For
in another Psalm (16: 10) it is said, ‘¢ Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy
One to see corruption.” That passage, Paul affirms, could not apply to
David, for David *¢ was laid unto Lis fathers, and saw corruption : but he
tvhom God raised again saw no corruption.” [36, 37] Inesmuch, then,
as Jesus was raised from the dead, he was set down on the throne of
David, and by him would be bestowed upon the Church all the blessings
which God had promised through the Messiak, here called the sure mer-
cies of David. This he could do, as being *¢ given for a witness to the
people; & leader and commander to the people.” Is. 55: 4.

Haring finished tho proof of the Messiahship of Jesus, Paul procesds to
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bring home the important truth to the consciences of his hearers, so g3.t0
persuade them to believe in lum that they might be saved. The argu-
meut.s which he employs for this are the three following.

i. ¢ Be it known to you therefore, men and brethren, that. through this
man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins.” Paul now speaks to
them not as Jews, but as men,~—as sinners. His language implies, that
the remission of sins may be obtained, and that it may be obtsined by
Jesus Christ. That death, on account of which many objected w him,
was the very reason why sinners should trust in Him, for by it, he made
an atonement for sin ; so that God can be just even while he justifies the
ungodly. Every thing in the manner by which God has determined, to
save sinners, is at once, in the highest degree, honouring to Him, and
suitable to man. The salvation is worthy of God ; it is complete and it
is free, so that whospever believeth on Him shall not perish but have
everlasting life.

2. Paul next tells his audience, that they could not obtain salvatmn in
any other way, not even by the laws of Moses. ¢/ By Him all that be-
lieve are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by
the lnws of Moses.” [89]. The Jews had so far sistaken the nature of
the dispensation of Moses as to suppose, that justification could be- obtamed
by keeping its precepts, and by its sacrifices and purifications. This wxxg
a topic on which they had strong prejudices; and in combating. which,
there was need for the utmost caution mingled with faithfulness. - Even
at this day, when the legal temper hes not the apology of a misunderstood
economy to protect it, it is heard with impatience. Paul's statement is,
that by Jesus is obtained the remission of all sins. In this respect, the
announcements of the Gospel are incomparably greater than eny thing
which the law had to offer ; for there were many sins for which there was
even no ceremonial provision made in the law of Moses. Were we, how-
ever, to suppose that Paul urged upon his audience faith in Jesus Christ
on this ground, that there might through him, be obtained purdon for some
sins, for which there was ne provision made in the law, we should sup-
pose, that there were some sins for which espiation was made by the law,
bat that the atonement by Christ could secure the remission of certain
other sins, to which the law did not reach. In thinking so we should
mistake his meaning. The langusge of Paul is not, justified from oll the
things from which ye could not be justified by the law of Noses, his
meaning is, that sinners may, by faith, be justified from all sins, while by
deeds of law no justification at all could be kad. To have stated less than
this, would have been to conceal the very glory of the gospel for fear of
giving offence to the Jews.

3. Paul's third argument is a solemn warning to the Jews of the con-
sequences of rejecting salvation by Jesus, ¢ Beware therefore, lest that
come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; * Behold, ye des.
pisers, and wonder, and pexish : for I work a work in your days, a work
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which yeo-shall in no wisa believe, though & man declare it unto you.”” {40,
41} This warning is quoted from Habakkuk, 1: 5. God, by the prophet,
threatens to bring the terrible Chaldeans into the land of Israel to punish
the people for their sins, The havock and the misery produced by their
jnread would be almost incredible. The peopls would wonder at the
tale, and be cut off like others, In that terrible visitation the Jews might
ska g gpecimen of the plagues with which they should be visited, if they
despised the Son of God and rejected the offers of His mercy. The
sllusion is to the destruction of Jerusalem, a calamity sent upon the Jews
because of their unbelief, and which for the same reason, continues to this
day. :

it may be instruetive to notice the manner in which & Jewish audience
bore &l this,

" "Fhe more bigoted of them wert out of the synagogue to mark their dis-
approbation of whet they bad heard ; and with feelings stronger than
disapprobation, if we may judge from their behavior on the following
Sabbath., There were, however, many that believed, whom Paul and
Barnahas exhorted to continue in the grace of God, There was quits an
excitement in the eity. On the next Sabbath almost the whole city was
‘gathered together to hear the word of God. [44] The Jews, in an outs
E’z}geous manner, contradicted and blasphemed as usnal, Paul plainly and
‘boldly told them that sinee they put away from them the word of God, be
Svould tura to the Gentiles, ¢ And when the Gentiles heard this they were
glad and glorified the word of the Lord : and asmany as were orddined,
{according to the sovereign purpose of God’s will,] to eternal life
believed. :

This discourse is remarkable as being & specimen of Paul's preaching to
hisconnirymen. It has high qualities amongst which may be noticed,

1. A perfect acquaintance with the people whom he addressed. He
Imeiv the manner in which they had been educated, he was thoroughly
scquaibted with all their religious opinions, he knew their prejudices and
the firm hold which these had taken of them. And he could, and did,
adapt his addresses to the.n in thes very way most likely to produce an
impression. Every person knows, that in all societies there are certain allu-
sions, which, but to hint st, will produce an irresistable excitement either
for or ‘against a speaker. If = person ignorant of his sudience, should
stumble upon some unpopular subject, e may array against him feelings
arid prejudices which it will be out of his power to control, A skilful ora-
tor will avoid all such, And sach an orator was Paul.  Every topic which
ha introduces and the manner jn which he manages it, leaves npon our
mind this conviction, that he spake to Jews just as Jews ought to have
been spoken to.

2. The line of aigument which Paul followed was the most proper to
bo used. He wished to convince them, that Jesus was the Christ. Ta
prové this, T shows first from their own scriptures what the Messiah
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should do and suffer, and then tells them that in Jesus of Nazareth, were
found all those marks by which the Messiah was described by their proph-
ets. While handling this subject, the clearness and force of his argument,
together with the depth of his knowledge of the Scripture, must be ap-
parent to every reader. All his discourses and all his epistles are char-
acterized by no quality more remarkable than sound solid argument.

3. Paul knew his audience not only as Jews but as sinners. It isa
matter of vast difficulty to speak to sinners as they ought to be spoken
to. 'Todo this, a man must have an extensive and accurate acquaintance
with human nature ; above all, he must know himself and he must know
the Scriptures. Descriptions of sinners are often given in such a style, as
that no man can feel that what is spoken is correctly applicakle to himself.
The same may be said of many descriptions of the Christian character.
It is sometimes pitched in such 2 way as to seem a caricature, at other
times it is so drawn, as to conceal its grand lineaments, The management
of an argument is one of the easiest parts of a minister’s duty : the des-
cription of character is one of the most difficult.

4. In Paul’s Addresses we observe an ever prevailing desire to do gosd.
Three times in the course of his discourse at Antioch, does he pause to
press home upon his audience the reception of the great truthshe was de-
livering. An Apostle, and every minister is sentto persuade men io be
recongiled to God. On this point every word ought to tell.

Paul’s discourse at Antioch is farther remarkable, as being the first offer
of salvation to a heathen audience., Hitherto, the gospel had been preached
to Jews and proselytesonly. The Ethiopian eunuch and Cornelius were
certainly proselytes. Sergius Paulus most probably was a heathen, but hie
was buta so.itary individual. It was at Antioch, that sajvation was first

publicly preached to a hesthen assembly. Whatresults have come out of

that small beginning!

Of Piesbyteriarx Church Order.

The Christian Church, being +the Kingdom of God amang men,” is,
in the things of God, subject to none but her supreme Ruler in heaven.
This however does not preclude a subordinate administration of her afiairs
on the earth, condueied by men who belong to herself, and are sppointed
by Christ, her great Head, to watch over her interests. Such an admin-
istration is indispensable to her order and parity, if not to her visible exis-
tence, asa holy community, gathered from the children of this world, stilt
dwelling arsong thern, and ever in danger of being snared into sin. Rules
must be framed for the admission-of her members and office-bearers, for
the regulation of their conduct after they are admitted, or for their expul-
sion, when, by misconduct, they have forfeited their title to ber fellowship.
Forthese important ends, the great Head of the church has made provi-
sion. Heis ber only Lawgiver, and all the rules laid down for her go-
wernment must be founded on bis word, Since, in the wisdom and good-
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ness of God, the doctrines and duties taught in the Seriptures are .not
given to us in a systematic shape, we cannot expect to find in them a form
of church government minutely detailed. But it is nevertheless true—and
the appeal uniformly made to the Sctiptures by all Christian parties, for
a confirmation of their particular views, evinces a general belicfiwthat
they do contain instructions about the government of the chureh, avhich,
if rightly understood, vill lead to the formation of a system entirely in
accordance with the 1nind of Thrist.

‘The New Testament Church was planted, and for a time governed, by
estraordinary office-bearers, who were infallibly guided by the spirit of
God, and possessed miraculous powers ; and befure these were removed,
two classes of office-bearers were appointed over her, namely, elders and
deacons. (@) Tho elders, to whom the government of the church was
committed, were of two kinds—those whnse office was Jimited to rule or
government, and those who, in addition to this, laboured in word and
doctrine. (J) They are also called bishops, pastors, ministers, ambassa-
dors and angels, which terms are descriptive not of distinct offjces, but of
duties connected with the same office, (¢) The word of God, then, re-
cognizes no office in the church, since the apostolic age, above that of a
teaching elder or presbyter. It is opposed, on the one hand, to Indepen-
dency, which lodges the power of governmentin all the members of the
church ; (d) and on the other to diocesan Episcopacy, which gives to
one class of teaching elders authority over their brethren.

To whatever extent the primitive church might increase in any place, it
is clear that it consisted at first of a single congregation, In every such
congregation, elders were ordained : (c) and as a plurality of ruling elders
was more necessary than of teaching elders, it may be concluded that the
majority were of the forn er class. When this was effected in any par-
ticular congregation or church, that congregation or church seems to have
been considered as completely organized, or furnished with every thing in
point of external arrangement, which the spirit of God judged necessary
to the edification of its members. (') These rulers being appointed, it
follows that they must have possessed the power of meeting together, and
of edopting such measures as were agreeable tothe mind of Christ for
the cdification of his body. Thus was formed an eldership or session, to
which belonged the government of a particular congregation.

As the church increased in any town or district, want of suitable accom-
modation for coming together in one place, or other inconveniencies,
shewed 1he necessity for forming a second congregation, or a third, or a
fourth, as the case might be ; and as elders were to be ordained in every
chureli, each of these was furnished with elders, or had a session consti-
tuted over it, with powers exactly the same with those possessed by the
elders of the first congregation. Among these distinct congregations a
union subsisted ; they were one body; and are presented to view as the
Church of God in that town or district. Their numbers or distance from
one another prevented them from regularly worshipping together on the
same spot, or under the same roof ; but they were still one church, and
the unity of their fellowship was maintained and manifested by the joint
meetings of their elders to superintend their common concerns. There
were elders of the church ot Jerusalem, (g) and of the church at Ephesus ;
(k) and, as there is reason to conclude that in each of these places there
was = plurality of congregations, (i) these elders are represented to us,

() Phil.i. 1, t8) 1 Tim. v. 17.
(c) Actsxx.17. Titusi. 5, 7. (d) Heb. xiii. 7, 17,
(e) Actsxiv. 23, Titus i, 5. (f) Acts xiv. 23, Titus i. 5.

{g) Acts'xi,23,30. (&) Actsxx. 17, (i) Actsxxi,20. 1 Cor. xvi. § 19
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not us elders of a particular congregation only, bus also ns elders of the
church, which included all the congregations associated into one church
in ons or other of these places. ‘These elderships or presbyteries, it is
obvious, possessed o power corresponding to thac of the sessions, and
growing out of it—a power, namely, to deliberate and decide in matters
of administration affecting the interest of the associated congregations of
which the Holy Ghost had made them overseers. (d) Here, then, we have
the principle of Presbyterian chuich government in all its Scriptural sim~
plicity—an organized eldership of individual congregations and an organ-
ized eldership of a number of congregations,—united and forming one
church. The same great principle may be established by a reference to
the church at Rome, or at Corinth, or at Colosse, (¢) in each of which
places there were distinct congregations, and yet but one church,

This principle once ascertnined, may be carried to any extent as an in-
strument of ¢rder and unity in the church. When Christians are so mul-
tiplied in any one place, that they must form a plurality of congregations,
their ecclesiastical unity, as we have seen, is still evinced by the joint co-
operation of the elderships belonging to these congregations; and when
congregations are multiplied in various places remote from each uther, the
same thing takes place—being one in Christ Jesus, they are still of one
fellowship, however far they may be scattered abroad over the face of the
earth ; and by the principle of Presbytery, provision is made for exempli~
fying this by the meetings of the slderships of the whole, as often as dist-
ance may permit, or the necessities of the church may require. Hence
the idea of a general Synod.

It is with reference to the management of the affairs of the church, that
the Holy Ghost says—¢Let all things be done decently and'in order.”’—
(1 Cor. xiv. 40.) The exhortation is addressed to the understandings of
her rulers, and requires from them the exercise of sound judgment and
Christian diseretion, in bringing the general principles which Christ has
given for the government of his Church, into operation.  This discretion
naturally suggests, that when distance of place, or other causes, render it
difficult or impracticable to assemble the whole eldership of the church,
the expedient of delegation may be resorted to—an expedient which, so
far from being opposed by the general principle of Presbytery, is, in fact,
embodied in it, and essily inferred from the passages in support of it
which have already been adduced. What are the elders of a single con-
gregation, but persons chosen by it, and authorised by Clirist to act for it
in matters of rule or oversight? And whatare the elders of a whole
presbytery, but persons chosen and ordained in the same way, to act in
matters of rule or oversight, for all the congregations which may happen
to be under its inspection ? There is nothing on the score of principle to
prevent all the elders within the bounds of a presbyterry from sitting and
acting at all its meetings ; but this is found to be inconvenient, and dele-
gation is intraduced for the simple purpose of gbviating the inconvenience.
The same remarks apply to a synad, where the difficulty of assembling
all the elders of a widely extended church is, of course, much greater.
It is not unworthy of remark, that delegation, in this way, may be con-
tracted or extended according to circumstances. Itis suited to the case
of a single congregation, and it is suited to the case of a church, which
may spread its congregations, by the grace of God, over the whole inha-
bited world. We have instance of this expedient in the Syned of Jerusa-
lem, (Acts xv, passim,) which met on 3 reference from the church at

1Cor xvi, § 19, (d) Acts xiv.23. Tilusi.5. Acts xi.30. and xx, 28, 31,
(¢} Rom, xvi. 5. 1 Cor, xvi 19. Col. iv. 15.
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Antfoch, in which Paul and Bamabas were representatives, and whoss
decision was binding on all the churches.

In this case there were specialities, arising, on the one hand, from the
presence of extraordinary rulers, and on the other, from the absence, to 8
great extent, of delegates from the churehes, there being but few regularly
orgavized churches then in existence. Itis remarkable, howerver, that the
apostles present did not decide ss inspired men, but simply gave their
judgment along with their brethren, as if they had been ordinary elders.

The history of this assembly clearly shews, that the churches then ex-
isting were in a state of union—that their union was evinced bya joint
meeting of their elders to deliberate about their common affairs—that, to a
certain extent; they met by delegation-—that a case was brought for judg-
ment from a smaller to a pgreater meeting of the Elders—that a judgment
or “decree’’ was passed upon that case, not by exclusive apostolic 2utha-
rity, but as the result of discussion and deliberative proceedings—and
thatall the churches wwere bound ¢in the Lord” to acquiesce in that de-
cree.

These are the elements of that subordination of sessions to presbyteries,
and of presbyteriestoa Synod, or General Assembly, which characterizes
that system of government to which the United Secession Church has all
along adhered. Itis not pretended that all the minutiz of the system are
completely detailed in the word of God, but only that its outline is there,
with such a specimen of its operation as is sufficient to guide the exercisa
of Christian discretion in filling up that outline, It is principle and exams~
ple, rather than detail, which Christ has given to guide his Chureh in
matters of goverament ; and any particular form of governmentis to be
received or rejected, according as it agrees or disagrees with what he has
spoken.

pHere, then, we have an outline of church government founded on the
word of God, in which the rulers are not lawgivers, but simply adminis-
trators. and which is applicable to any church, however large or small,
proving itself an instrument of unity and order, while at the same time it
secures the Christian rights and liberties of the obscurest individual. 1t
contains provisions which are admirably fitted, on the one hand, to prevent
the restless and ambitious from attaining an irfluence adverse to Christian
edification, and on the other, to protect the retiring and the timid from
injury or oppression. In a well-regulated Presbyterian church, any indi-
vidual member may have the judgment of the whole church through her
united eldership—through the men, namely, whom the church, in her
several congregations, has chosen to rule over her, beeause she confidesin
their piety and prudence—on any point which aggrieves him, whether in
doctrine, or in worship, or in discipline, orin government, By the observ-
ance of a few plain forms, which exist because they are necessary fo pre-
serve impartiality, he can carry his case to the session of the congregation
to which he belongs, and if its judgment does not satisfy him, he can carry
it to the presbytery or to the synod, the general assembly of theelders;
while at every step of his progress, the elders to whom he appeals are
bound by solemn Christian ordination, to treat him with affection and fidel-
ity, and to do their utmost to decide his case according to the mind of
Christ,

It isnot easy to conceive of a system which more effectually combines
justice with subjection, and liberty with order, than that which is thus pro-
vided, We regard it as a special display of the wisdom and love of the
Head of the church; and we cannot help observing, with much delight,
that in proportion as civil society gets free from the yoke of oppression, or
rises to sound views of national liberty, as opposed alike to anarchy and
despotism, it approximates the great principles—particularly the principls
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'bf olectiva representation—which Christ has laid down for the government
of his church.

The,above sketch proceeds on the assumption, that the church is a spirit-
ial community, which lias received from Christ ber head, and holds within
herself, all the power thatis necessary for the administration of her affairs,
that she i3 entirely distinet from civil govermnents, and requires nothing
from them but that civil protection to which all her members, in their civil
capacity, are fully enfiled—that she addresses herself to the consciences
and hearts of men, disclaiming all compulsory power over their persons or
property—and that the right f private judgrent in all matters which relate
to religion, is universal and inalienable. It is deeply to be regretted thut
her presbyterian _government, so purc and spirimalin itself, has been, so
much perverted, and so grievously exposed to misapprehension by cormp/
administrations. “— Introduction to forms of Procedure in the Church
Courts of the United Secsssion Church.

#Tho Unitarians in England have assumed the name of Presbjtery, without
beingr reguiated by its principles; and who does not know the lamentable ex.
tent to which these principles have been perverted, by the secular conhedtiond
of thd Chdrch of Scotland ? .

THE LAST DAYS OF LUFHER:

His complaint became more decided, and his constitution long racked
by the stone, began evidently to give way. Violent headaches, snd the
decaying sight of one of his eyes, gave symptoms of an event which must
svon deprive Protestantism of its first and ablest friend. . But his course
was loftily completed.  He had fought his fight, he was wow to receive hig
crown. He had taken a journey to Eisleben, bis native place, on the ap-
plication of the Count of Mansficld, to arbitrate o dispute relative to the
nmiines. . In full consciousness of his own infirmities, he had undergone this
hdrrassing jouFney, as a promoter of péace. ** I write to you,” said he in
a Jetter,to u friend, ** though I am old, decripit, inactive, langnid, and now
with but one eye.  When drawing 10 the brink of the grave, I had hopes
of & reasonable share of rest; but I continue to be overpowered with wris
ting, preaching, and business, in the same manner asif I hed not dis-

& WSS . oy A
charged my part of those duties in the early peried of life ! The journey
was in the depth of a German winter ; and by the overflowing of the river
Issel, it was prolonged to five days. The effort was too much for his fee-
ble frame ; and after various changes of his disorder during three weeks;
Luther, on the 18th of February, 1546, breathed the last breath of life,
devoted to the most glerious duty +hat Providence gives to man—the pro-
imlgation of its own cternal truths, in simplicity, in holiness, and in pow-
er. The highest honours were paid to his memory. His body after lying,
in stite in the principal church, was escorted by the principal nobility of
the Electorate on horseback, and an immense conéourse of the people, on
its way to Wittemberg. WWherever it stopped, the population of the towns
recgived it with tears and prayeis ; hymns were sung, and sermons wera
dglive-ed over the remains of their common f{ather in the faith. At Wit-
temberg. thé whole univessity, the magistracy, and the peoplé came out to
ieet the procession ; and the funeral ceremony was began with an oration
by “Pomeranus, a celebrated divine, and closed by a pathetic sermor?

: 1
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from Melancthon.  His picture was afterwards hting up in the hall of the
unjversity.

But the true and imperishable monument of Luther is,~Tag Rgron-
MATION.~Croly's Historical Sketches.

h

THE CARDINAL POINT.

1 favs oftén forewarned you, our greatest and most pressing danger is,
Test the dovil should contrive to take away from us the purer doctrines of
faith, and bring back into the Church the exploded notions of works, and
humaon traditions. It is of great moment, therefore, that this doctrine of
faith should be kept in the eonstant and public exercise both of reading and
hearing, For though it be ever so well known and digested, yet the devil
is not dead, but walketh about constantly, and seeketh to devour us,
Moreover, the flesh is yet alive; and sll sorts of temptations vex and
oppress us on every side. Wherefore this Christian article can never be
handled and inculcated enough. If this doetrine fall and perish, the know-
ledge of every truth in religion will fall and perish with it. On the cons
trary, if this do but flourish, all good things will also flourish ; namely, true
religion, the true worship of God, the glory of God, and a bright knowledge
of every thing which it becomes & Christian to know.—MMulner’s Church
History, quoted from Eutker.

AFRICA,

Ry, Walter Inglis having completed his studies esa missionary sitdens
atthe Glasgow Theological Academy, hds been appointed to accompany
the Rev. Robert Mofiat, on his return to the scene of bis former labours,
His ordination took plase on the evening of Tuesday the 25th of Octobet
Tast, at Edinburgh, in the church of the Rev. Dr. Brown, Broughton Placg.
Phis ldrge place of worship was erewded to excess long before the hour
of reeting, and bundreds had to go away, there not being even standing
Toom for them in the passages, The services of the evening were intra-
duced by tke Rev, John Cooper of Fala, by singing, resding the Sorip-
tares, and prayer. Dr. Paterson asked the usual questions, to which Mr,
Tapliy returned most appropriate angwers, which were listened to with deep
and solemn attention by the namerous audience. The Rev. Dr. Brown
offered up the ordination prayer, surrotinded by nearly all the dissenting
ininisters in the city and neighborhood, and sorne froma considerable dis-
tamree,. il egper to take part in commending the young missionary to the
graés of God, by the laying on of their hands, and thus tewtify the interest
they felt in him, and the cause to which he devoted himself. The Rev.
Robert Moffat then sddressed Mr. Inglis, giving a graphie deseription of
thie miesionary field he was about to oceupy, pointing out the difficulties
sfid dangers he might expect to encounter, illustrating his statement with
atriking anecdotes from his own experience, and intermingling the wholé
“vith shitable advices as to the manner in which he should conduet himself,
n edrrying on the work of evangelization and civilization among tis peopls
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10 whom he was going, Mr. Moffat then concluded with.a solemn addregs
to those present, urging them to more prayer, more Zeal, and more libey-
ality, on behalf of missionary work.  All present ggreed that it was th?
most solemn and interesting service of the kind they huil ever witnessed.

REV, R, MOFFAT.

An exceedingly interesting meeting was held on Navember 8rd, in the
‘Waterloo Rooms, Edlinburgh, for the purpose of presenting a copy of the
latest edition of the Encyclopeedia Britannica to the Rev. Robert Moffat, a9
nn expression of affectionate regard from some of his friends of differeqt
Christian denominations in Edinburgh, and its neighborhoud. The large
room was filled in every part, and the platform was occupied by ministers
and friends of almost every evangelical body.

Mr, Maffat hes laboured for twenty three years in South Africa with re-
markable success. Few men in any cause have encountered more or
greater dangers, and few have had such remarkable evidences of the watch-
fulness and blessing of God. The Church at the Kuruman alone num-
bers 300 memhers. He returned to Britain to get his translation of the
New Testament into the Bechuana language, printed. He goes back to the

-wilds of Africa to seek to promote the honours of his Master-and the glo-

rious canse, in which, he said, I desire live and labour, and die.

The Rev. Henry Grey sddressed the meeting, and presented the gift to
Mr. Moffat,  Mr. Moffat made a long and very interesting speech, frumt
which we select the following passage ; '

“Thnt you may have some adequate idea of the spiritual state of Africa,
T mention another circumstance which you should know, that you may see
in what light the poor Hottentots were viewed. They were filthy; “they
were lazy to & proverb, but we have seen them raised by the blessed gos-

el from the abyss of woe to be the sons of Giod. ‘The fact I mention wili
also show what the missionary had to encounter in labouring to raisethem
10 the privileges of the gospel. They were formerly the most degraded
slaves of the boors. When 1 first landed on the shores of Africa, it wags
necessary for me, though I was only going beyond the colony to teach the
natives the gospel, to get a permission from the governor. It was at “rst
refused, ad T was detained fifteen monthg in the colony. 1 lived all that

‘time with a pious farmer, who teught me Dutch, so that before I left T

was gble to preach in this langusge. “Thus, what sppeared to-be & hin-
drance turned out to the furtherance of the gospel, for I was enabied 10
make knowy to the Africans the gospel in the language they understqod.
T proceeded into the interior, as missionaries are generally forced to travel,
hgﬁting if possible where there is water, and rendered watchful while they
afe there by the sound of the hyena. In this journey I had oceasion to
halt at a farm, and being under the necessity of asking permission to stay,
1 went bashfully to the great farmer, humbly to present my request. 1
asked him if I could remsin for e night, and the very utteranceof the
simple words made me afraid, the man appeared so terrible. © When he
heard my petition, he gave such a roar as made me all tremble again, and
I thought, if driven from this place, whatam Ito do. Every meuns, how-
ever, had rot been tried, and I thought, since I have not succeeded with the
goodman, T will try the goodwife, whose heart I thought might be softer,
The request was presented to her, and soon I was delighted to learn that
. . .
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}hgx;p"iv{ap‘ng abjegtion to my remaining. She, in’a little, ssked me wheyp
1 wag going, and for what purpose. ~ On being told that 1" was goibg 1o
Orange. river to teach the tribes the way of salvation, she could not repress
her a%'solute amazement. *Tp Namagua Land!” ‘she said, «will (he
people there, think you, listen to the gospel or understand it 7’ At length,
seeing what I was, she asked if 1 would preach the gospel that night to
them, Oh yes, Ireplied ; nothing will give me greater delight. 1 gots
loaf of bread, sat down with my people to eat in a corner by ourselves,
waiting till the congregation shounld assemble. I was alone, I mean in the
Scripture sense, in which it i§ not good for a man to be alone. The far-
}gp@ there thipk a great deal of themselves, This man had g hundred
ottentots with him.  After finishing my simple repast, I got glarge
.Dutch Bible, and chose as my text these words, ‘‘How shall we éseape if
we neglect so great salvation.”” Wheu I'had found my text, seeing onl
few peysons of the household present, I thought with myself, can this be all
my ‘congregation ? I lopked down the long dark house, and could discern
only three boys and two girls, along with the farmer and his wife;. a3,
auditory. I wgag afraid fo "ask the farmer about the other people of the
house, but I at Iast ventpred to say, *“Are there none of your servants about
the place. who may comein?” “Eh " he replicd, with a roar of mingled
amazement and contempt, *“Hopttentots! are you come to preach to I%Q'g-
tentots? Go to the mountgins and preach to the baboons, or I will bring
my dogs if you like, that you may preach to them.” . Well, I thought,
what shall I db? I considered my text nos just suitable for such a fuhn,
so 1 turned up the gospel by Lulgp 4ill I found the place I. wanted, ‘aﬁ:d
Arying then, if ever I did, ta throy into my voice the softness of the woman
of Canasn heyself, I rgad’as my text, *Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat the
crumbs that i'a{l from the master's table.”” This I repeated twice. The
great man was ag if pahic struck, he arose and clapped me on th,e,shg)ulgler2
saying, ‘“No more of that, I will bring all the Hottentots in the plact;” and
1 soun.had a congregation. 'They listgned fo me throughout with a deathi-
like silence, and after fhey were away, the farmgr said to me, .«Who
hardened your sledge hammer jo give my head such & blow; you have
brokep me, I will never object to the preaching of the gospel to the H?t-
tentats again.” ' T o e
. l,}l‘he Rev. Dr. Brown gaye the valedigtory address, from which.we sefect
the following fine possages : T i . e
' ' Hononred and beloved brother—I have now, in the' name of. this- a8~
sembly of friends to.address to you o few words of cordial valedjetion.
H'he leading topic of my address will necessarily be, the sentiment. which
has:pervaded.all the exercises of this evening—honour to whom honoyr js
due. . . . . Tam sure I speak the sentiments of this meetihgf;} ,lzg]ie,vp
1 speak the sentiments of the religious public of Scotland, of Britajn, of
the .Christian world—when I say we honour you in our hearts, Ve
honour.youy for your apostolic spirit, for your apostolic labours, and for your
apostolic success ; and in cherishing and expressing this sentiment of ¢or-
dial.affectibnate respect and esteem, we are persuaded we are hpnouring
Him who has so honoured you. . . . . We areppw abont to part, ‘It
must be to many of us—it may be to all of us,.in reference to yop—2a ﬁnql
parting. ¢ I mean not that we are never to meet again; but that qur. next
eeting is likely to be the meeting which has.no parfing—the meeting at
«sthe. coming -of our Lord Jesus Christ, and at our gathering together ‘in
bim.” If we should never more meet here, we hope to mect these ivith
you and our brethren and sisters who go with you, and mujtitudes of the
Bechuanas and other African tribes brought to God through your instra-
wmentality, and to hear from your Jips and theirs the history of" Africa’s
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“tnora} desgrt bicoming as the garden of the Lord, and, together with yoa
find' them,' to raiso the anthem *to Him that oved us and'twvashed u$ frofly
our 5jns in his blood—to Him be glory and dominion for ever and over."
“And now my honored and dear brother, I bid you an affectiohdte farswell,
And_may “Jehovah bless thee and keep thee; muy Jehovah make his
face to,shiné: dpon’ thee and be gracious unto thee ; may Jehdvah lift f
‘his countenande upon thee, and give thee peace.”  <The Lord be thy
"keéeper, the Lord be thy shade on thy right hand ; may the sun notsmifa
th'ee,lg,_’ day, nor the moon by night ; the Lord preserve thee ffom il evil
the Lord preserve thy soul; the Lord preserve th?Y going out, and ﬂi)(
_comipg in, froin this time forth, even for ever mare.” FAREWELL. ,

o L 1
i , - .. CHURCH OI' SCOTLAND.
THE CONVOCATION OF THE NON-INTRUSION PARTY, -

[ J:.’n'-ﬁ.: o 0 . R . .
. Mais Assembly was opened on Thursday, 17th November, in St.
George's Church with 2 Sermon by Dr. Chalmers on Ps, 112: 4, *“Unip
the upright thore ariseth light in darkness.” ~After which «he convocagion
adjourned tx Roxburgh Chuech, and sat with closed doors till Thursday
the 24th November, when it terminated its proceedings at an open theeting
-iny Lady Glenorchy’s chapel. The Hitness newspqper says thé number
.of ministers in the Church of Scotland does not exceed 1200; and the
quo ad sacra ministers are, as far as we can ascerfain, 200, exclusive qf
40 Parliamentary ministers. At the Convocatiun, af the 478 ministers
present, there were certainly not so many as 150, whether Parliamentary
or unendowed, and there remain 330 others.” From this, it is evident
that the Convoeation consisted of biat a litde more than a fourth part of the
Parish ministers. This is an important element in estimating the influ-
ence which. the non-intrusion party may exert in getting the law of the
Iand altered to suit their views. ' T
-In giving an account of the convocation « Dr. Candlish dwélt on the
unanimity which, upon the whole, characterized their deliberations, though
there were, confessedly, times when they were apparently about to do
something unseemly, and Satan was like fo get the advantage” ' "7,
.. There were two.sets of resolutions.adopted by the Convocation. ‘The
Jormer was ‘iérely declaratory and was concurred in by'427 ministérs :
he Iatter “Sets forth the determination of thosé who sgreed toit, ‘it "case
arliament shall not grant them the spiritual indepcfﬁdence'whici)'they
cliim. ~ "Their meaning is very plainly expressed in the folléwing passdye.
"¢« That it i the duty of the ministers now assembled, and of all who ad-
here to their views, to make a solemn representation to her Majesty's gov-
-efnment,-and to both Bouses of ‘Paliament, setting forth the iminent
&nd extreme peril of the Establishnent, the inestimable value-of the benés
“fits it confers on the country, and the pain and reluctance with which they
‘ate forced 1o contemplate the possibility of the church’s separation; for conr
“stldnice dake, from the state—respectfully calling upon the rulers of'this
‘fitior to maintain the constittion inviolate, and to uphold a. pure estab-
Jishment of religion in the land —aund finally, intimating, that g9,the
‘endowments of the church are undoubtedly'at the disposal of the.supreme
‘poiver of the state, withi whom it rests, ‘either to' continue to the church-har
podsession of them, free from any limitatioh of her spiritual jurisdietion
-and Hfreedom, " g to withdraw them altogether—so it must Ue the.dnty.of
‘the‘church, and, consequently, in dependenco on ths grace of God, it is

i
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the determination of the brethren now sssembled—if no megsure such gs
they haye declared to be indispensible be granted—to tender the resigna-
tipn of those civil advantages, which they can no longer hold in consist-
-ence with the free and full exercise of their spiritugl fiinctions, and to cast
themselves on such provision as God in his providence, may afford ;
tpa,i:ﬁaining still uncompromised the principle of a right scriptural conneg-
ion between the.chureh and the state, and solemnly entering their protest
fgainst the judgment of which they complain, as in their decided opinion
gltpgather contrary to what has ever hitherto been understood to be the
law and copstitution of this country.” The second set of resolutions was
concurred in by 354 ministers, twenty-one of whom, however, modified
their adherence to the last resolution, in this way, viz, :—* While disa-~
greeing with the doetrine which seems implied in the resolution,
that the silence of the legislature constitutes an obligation in our consci-
ences to regard the compact between church and state as altered, we
adhere in so far, that the silence of the legislature, afler a reasonable time,
will, on the ground of christian expedieney, oblige us to leave the Estab~
lishment.”

Whether, upon the supposition that the Parliament shall not accede to
their views, the 354 ministers who concurred in the resolution, will leave
tlie establishment, is a questiqp, to which very opposite answers have been
yiven, They who are opposed to the non-intrusion party, ridicule the
_iden of their leaving the establishment, and maintain that they will cling
‘to their state allowance on any terms, till death do thera part, The Piiness
{@evoted to noneintrusionism ) has some misgivings as to the amount of
credit which shey may get for honesty.  His language is, *we do not en.
terfain sanguine hopes thot the good and faithful ninisters who now adorn
:t,hje Chureh of Scotland, and so many of whom have solemnly declared
their determination, in g certain definite event, to withdraw, will ever get
‘credit for their honesty.” There can, we think, be little doubt that this
opinion js gathering strength every day. That some will secede from the
Establishment we think is certain—as for the rest, time will tell. The
‘scheme on which they rely for subsistence when siripped of their endow-
,men(is thgt **of having a common fund, out of which all are to be paid
fixed salaries, without respect to talent or indusiry. may be begun, but a
‘year or two will see it ended. The possession of such a fund, it is well
‘known, bas rendersd the Wesleyans the most priest-ridden body in the
Jingdom.” i
. By appoiptment of the Convoeation an address to the Christian people
of Seotland, has been published. It is very long, and very wordy, and
ant.very clear, We do not intend to review it, but fo nofice some things
stated in it whieh will enable ys to understand the present position of .that
Jody~~the objgcts for which they are contending, ard their relative position

2o Voluptary Preshyterians.

1. The non-intrusionists contend for civil establishments in religion.
‘They maintain “the right and duty of civil magistrates to establish, pro-
‘tect anddefend Christ’s church by all rpeans competent io them in their
own pravince, as the free and responsible servants of Him .who is the
prinee of the kings of the enrth : and yet, the perfect libexty and the excly-
sive spiritual jurisdiction of ihe church as a kingdom which is not of this
warld, but subject in doctrine, discipline and worshipto the sole supremacy
of ‘Christ her Head, owning no other rule than that of bis word, and np
othergovernment than that which he has jnstituted in the hand of church
officera, distinet from the civil magistzate.” It is then ovident that they
maintein in broad terms the right of the magistrate to esfablish yeligion.
In-all’ that they have dome, they have not departed a heir's breadth from
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that wholly unscriptural dogma.,  While they dre sfriving for libovty fo
themselves they wish to be a dorainant church, and to treat ull not of their
sect as an inferior caste.  'We were Struck with the paradoxieal ussertion
that the **perfect liberty” for which they contend, and the establishment of
the church by the civil magistrate, ¢‘althhough often supposed to ! ¢ at vari-
ance, are perfectly consistent with each other.,” We ask where is the
proof of this? History furnishes none fur it, but many against it. Where
was an established church in possession of this liberty? "When was it not
a tool of the state? Besides, there is no natural affinity between thess
things. They are not of the same order. "To maintain that they ave con-
sistent is risking a statement with a bold face on the chance of its being
believed. j

It is manifest that the unqualified manney in which they contend for the
establishment theory, *‘separates them as cowrpletely from their evangeli-
cal brethiren of non-established communions holding the voluntary prinei-
ple, as any doctrinal heresy could do.” i

2. There is a great deal of special, unfuir, pleading in the Addreds, t6
make it appear that, the ministers of the Convocation are contending for
the sams objects for which the covenanters struggled so long and suffered
so much. There is, to a Scotsman, a charm in the very name Covenan-
ters, It calls to remembrance the most interesting, the most spirit-stirrin
period of the history of Scotland ; and for any party to claim kindred wit
these refnarkable men, is to enlist in its favour strong sympathies. 'The
authors of the address were aware of this, and have drawn largely on the
national feelings of their countrymen. Now the point for which the non-
intrusionists are contending is simply the enjoyment of endowments along
with the full liberty to rule the church as they please. The liberty of
ordering the affairs of a christian church, according to the word of God,
they may have at any moment, The law does not compel men to hold
any particular system of religious truth or form of discipline and worship ;
every man is allowed to choose for himself ; but the non-intrusionists wish
to keep the endowments, and it is for these that they are contending, Now
the Covenanters contended for liberty to vreach the pospel, and fot liberty
to hear it, but never spoke a word about endowments. They took joyfully
the spoiling of their goods, provided that they could enjoy the priviletge
of worshipping God according to their consciences. The very thing for
which they have suffered so much, the non-intrusionists have, or may have,
for the taking, and nobody will find fzult with them. The whole passage
about the Covenanters belongs to that kind of rhetoric called clap-trap.

3. The authors of the address seem to ‘hink that the most disastrous
effects to religion will result from their being necessitated to leave ths
established church. It might appear from this that they have not much
confidence in the simple truths of the gospel, unless they be accompanied
with the ‘‘might and mastery” of dn establishment, 'This is onworthy of
those who are contending for the honour of Christ and for the pure ordi-
nances of his churche Is it not true that the gospel was preached with
power and that sinners were converted by thousands, cetitaries before esta-
blishments or endowments were ever heard of 7 Is it ot irte that the
gospel is preached at this moment in many hestlien lands with great sat-
cess and without endowments ¥ Why then hold out the idea, dishohgtring
to the Omnipotence of God’s truth when atcomptnied with God’s blessing,
that its progress will be retarded for want of endowments and an esta-
blishment ? . .

We have watched the movement in the Church of Scotland with décp
interest. It began with a design to extinguish tha Secession aiid all dissent.
Almost every step taken, has been away from the point aimed at, a8d to-
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.wards the very thing which was most oppesed. Fight has come in upot
the movement party very slowly. There were deep prejudices to be era-
icated. "The Church of Scotland is obviously in a transition state. That
good Wwill be the result we have no doubt. Gud seems to be leading the
‘Q‘{,in:d by a way that tliey know not, and in paths that they have not trodden.
We hope He thay mahe darkness light before them and crocked things
siraight.  There was very great difficulty in curing the Jewish Christians
©f their fondness for the ordinances of Mases, till the temple was destroyed
and ihe nation broken up. When the movement party shall lave separa-
ted Trom the establishment, they will see much nhich they cannut seenow.
And therefore, for their own sakes, und for the sake of the truth, the sooner
the sepdratioh takes place the better.

MISSIONARY PRESBYTERY IN THE CANADAS.

At the meeling of Presbytery on the 2nd Feg'rugry, it was, after long
deliberation on the state of the mission, unanimously agreed to form a
misSignary fund, to assist weak congregatiens, and to eid generally, in
supplying destitute places with religious ordinances.
- ¥or the purpose of carrying this into cflect, it was resolved that, Depu-
tafions be appointed 16 hold meetings of a_missiorary character with the
“sgv‘e‘fa}]‘ congregations, to cxphin the views of the Presbyfery, and to aid in
organizing in each copgregation, an association io cullect subscriptions to
aid the missiondry effurts of the' Presbytery throughout the Province.
..Appointed, the Rev. Messrs. Proudfoot, Skinner, and Murtay, the
:ljgimtu.tlon for the West ; the Rev. Messrs. Christie. Roy, and Barrie, for
tlie Gore and Niagara Districts ; the Rev. Messrs. Fraser and Jennings,
¥or that part.of the Home District northward of Toronto ; and the Rev.
MMessrs. Thornton ind Dick, for the eastern part of the Home District and
for the Newcastle District. . o o
Said Deputations to report at next meeting of Presbytery, which is to
‘be held at Hamilton, on the 26th July next. e
E‘Appbimed Robert Christie, Esg., Dumfries, Treasurer of Missiomary

{und. - '

¥ B . .
[

**- W have been much pleased to learn thut the United Assotiate Congre-
tration’ in St. Catherines begins to realize the expectations which wers
formed from the settlement of the Rev. Mr. Porteous, as their Pastor. At
the  dispensation of the Lord's Supper on the 16th ult., betwween twenty
and thirty members were added to the church. May God prusper them
“more and roore ! Lo

R 5COTLAND.
" “Presnyrerian Noticss. (From the Secession Magadine.) The Rev.
7. Jamieson was inducted to the charge of the U. A. Congregation,
Frince’s street, Kilmarnock, on Nov. 2nd. .

_Nr, Wm. Lander was ordained to the office of the holy Ministry, and
ihie Pastoral charge of the TU. A. Congrepation of Port Glasgow, as col-
Jeague to the Rev. D. Inglis, on Nov. 23rd. . :

M. Jolin Baird was ordained over the second Uhited Adsbeiate Congre-
gaton, Jedbirgh, on January I8th. : a

7 W% are sorry to have torecord the death of the Rev. D. Inplis, ©

Greenjaw. He died on Tuesday, Dee. 13th. He was a sincere Chris-
tian and faithful Minister—loved and réspected when living, and honoured
iwheg dead. *The righteous shall be held in everlasting remembrance:”™

-



