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HE first reul flare up of the Session

furnished moch amusement to the
public, for two reasons. The encounter
between the Irish intensity of the Post-
master (ieneral and the caustic acerbity of
Hon. Geo. E. Foster enlivened an other-
wise dull sitting,and sowe feeble light was
thrown on the great political conspiracy
of 1896 in which Mr. Foster acted as leader.
The dixcussion arose, curiously enough,
over a complaint by Mr. Martin as to the
tie up in the ice in the Straits of North-
umberland of the government stenmers
that try and maiatain commanication all
the year ronnd between Prince Edward
Island and the mainland. Sir Willium
Mulock regretied that the vis major wade
the circomstance inevitable. Mr. Foster,

who “as & constitational inability to re-
frain trom interjections, snggested as an
ane dwent vis inertia. Then Sir Williamn
repudiated the iaea that it was the gov
ernment’'s want of energy which piled op

the drifting ice ‘in front] of 'the steam-
ers,- and insinnated that ! under the
Conservative regime matters were much
worse.. There were] fewer steamers
and more ice. ‘‘The hon, gentleman,’
taia” the Postmaster General, “‘must not
forget some things. He isa man with a
past’’. This, for some inexplicable reason,
roused the 1re of Mr. Foster who attacked
Sir William's alleged inconsistency. in
opposition and in (Government. In oppo-
sition he had introdaced a bill to reduce
the salary of the (iovernor General, and
another to prohibit members of the House
of Commons from accepting office, and still
another as to railway passes.

Then came the Postmaster General’'s Ro-
land for Mr. Foster's Oliver. Mr, Foster
had entered parliament as a prohibitionist
and subsequently abjured his principles,
a8 far as enacting a prohibitory law was
concerned. Sir W illiam’s chiel retort,
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however, was to accuse Mr. Foster of tad
conduct as one of the_‘‘Nest of Traitors'’
in 1896

This brought on the reully interssting if
not important part of the discussion. For
the first time since the famous conspiracy
of [January,1896, two of the principals
publicly referred to it. Mr. Haggart
warwly defended Mr. Foster's action on
that occasion. He said that ’the explana-
tion of that concerted actien of seven
members of the cabinet had never been
given. That is quite true, but what pur-
ported to be an explanation was made to
the two Houses at the time, and it merely
shows what sham explanations ‘are made
officially to parliament. He added the sig-
nificant remark that ‘it “likely will be
shortly’’. It's about time seeing that the
incident is nearly ten years old. Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell, he went on, had difficulty
in carrying ou government. He referred
in this connection to the . Manitoba school
difficulty, As! a matter of fact that was
the sole difficulty.

In July 1895 wheu parliament was in
session three Quebec ministers resigned in
order to force the “government®to agree to
hold another session and introduce legisla
tion to supplement the terms of the Reme-
dial Order which the cabinet had been
foolish enough, on the udyice f Sir Hib
bert Tupper, to adopt. The rest of the
government capitulated, the three minis-
ters came back, and Mr. Foster re:d to the
House the official statement, under which
he and every other of the seven ‘*Nest of
Traitors 50 called, were equally bound
in good faith to pass a remedial bill at the

session of 1806, That [ session was « pened

on Junuary 2, 1806 by the Speech from the
Throne which solemnly promised a reme
dial bill as part of the sessional program

we. Parliament was then adjonrned fox
feur or five days, It subsequently
pired that the majority of the cabinet were
suffering from stage fright. They had just
agreed to put the promise inte the mouth
of His Excellency, and now they resolved,
rather than carry ont that pledge, to extin
guieh the political life of ™ the Prime Min:
ister under whom they were serving. The
revolt—Mr. Foster objeets to it being call-

trans

od a conspiraey—was brought to a head in
the room of Mi. Foster one famous Satur-
day aftern.on, and after six o'clock »
Iossenger was sent to the room of the
Prime Minister npstaire in the same
building carryiig seven envelopes each of
which, contained a notification that the
ministers had 'resigned. Sir Mackenzie
was as mad as & batter and he called in
his secretary and declsred that he would
accept those resignations forthwith and re-
form his cabinet. His replies were actual-
ly written and sent to the home of each
resigning minister before . Sir Mackenize
would consent to'go home to dinner.

Sir  Charles Tupper, .High Commis-
sioner for Canada in London was then ac-
tually on his way home from England. He
had cabled to Sir Mackenzie that he was
coming in connection with the Fast Atlan-
tic service, and so, to give regularity to an
official leaving his doties the premier fear-
fully Jcabled that he might come. Mr,
Haggart said _Le could not say how Sir
Charles came to come out at this critical
juncture. His idea was that he came at
the request ~of Sir Mackenzio Bowell.
Well, we have indicated how that was
technically true. It was clear that he was
coming permission or no’ permission, and
our facts were obtained from the premier’s
own lips at the time.

* It was well known,”’ added Mr, Hag-
gart, ‘‘that the Conservative party wasdy-
ing for want of a leader at Ottawa and 1t
was by the consent of Sir Mackenzie Bow-
ell, as well as the rest of ug, that Sir Char-
les Tupper was called on to form a govern-
ment.”’ These statements are very interest-
ing, but does Mr. Huaggart think it a pro-
per thing to connect as one incident events

that happened early in Janoary and the
“‘eonsent”’ of two weeks afterwards? A
man may “‘consent’’ to give up his purse
if the alternativy is a bullet throngh his

heart ch immediatoly
by Sir Macken
zie Bowell a week before he *‘consented’’
to recommend Sir Charles l'apper. He
had a seat on the Hoor of the House of
Commons on one of the days when Mr
Foster was'‘explaining’’ to the House what
Mr. Haggart told (hs‘lluum ‘n l"lhh_iy h_i‘il.

I'he expression wh

became famons was used




never been explained, and as soon as the
Speaker vacated the Chair he exclaimed
to some of the front bench Liberals —‘‘I
have been living in a nest of traitors’’.
Last week in his speech Mr. Haggart show-
od that his animus against Sir Mackenzie
Boweli is not quite dead, for he said:—
‘'Like a sick girl hangs on to life Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell hung on to office, [ am not
sorry for anything I did There was no

thing else forus todo'’. Perhapsso, but these
gentlemen do not seem to appreciate the
fact that their chief mistakes were two,
frst as to the methol adopted of carrying
out the revolt, und by putting a pledge
into the mouth of the Governor \eneral
whic) these seven lministers, rather than
carry ont, were prepared to sacrifice the
political life of their chosen leader and
Jeopardize the prospects of their own party
in the country, It was imposeible for the
prewier to resign before the Address in
reply to the Speech from sthe Throne was
adopted by parliament. Lord Aberdeen in

tormed Sir Mackenzie of this fact when he
went to tender his resignation, ana then
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the premier attempted to reform his cabi-
net, with the result that a compromise was
wade by which the seven ministers came
back npon Sir Mackenzie agreeing to re-
sign ut the end of the session, the sevem
agreeing on their part to lvote for the
school bill which rather than bhave at
New Years they were prepared to wrack
the Conservative party. JAnd that's what
they did, Sir Mackenize Bowell uctually
taking the stump in the elections against
Mr. Haggart

Inthe discussion last week Mr, Foster
stated that he did not come into parlia.
ment on & prohibitionist platferm  Also
that before the seven wministers left the
govertment Sir Mackenzie Rowell ‘'knew
oar views and ntentions ]'lll"l Ml’. Fol'
ter mean to say that the premior's amage-
mient, anger awd consternation on  that fa-
wous Satarday evening when a departs
wental messenger b

ght up the seven re-

siguations, was a piece of stage acting,
with no andience? it's up to Sir Mackengie
Bowell 1o protect his  peputation while

there is thne
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N effort is being made to exaggerate
the dangera ~vith the school question
in connection with the autonomy biil to be
introduced in parliament. We have had a
school guestion before in this conntry, and
the remembrance ought to make us & little
ehary of taking chances on the question.
The Hamilton Spectator heads np with two
columos wide an inflammatory dispatch
from Ottawu which refers to ‘‘the Freuch
element’’, the right of the minority, and
to separate schools. The Spectator und pa
pers like it should remember that theyonce
before spent their good large type trying to
injure the Laurier administration over a
separate school question and as a resnit
they succeeded in inflicting an injury upon
their own party, from which it hus not yet
recovered.

HE election to the House of Commons

for the county of Weatworth, Ont. has
been anuulled by a decision of Chiel Jus
tice Meredith in the proceedings taken to
unseat Mr. E D. Smith, the Conservative
candidate, who was declared elected over
the Liberal candidate Mr. W. O. Sealey,
who received (he majority of the votes cast
which, however, coald not be credited to
him, owing to the technical error of a de-
puty returniog officer. He ordered a new
election 1o ne nell It isopsn to either
side to appeal to the full court ngainst this

decision, but up to the present time we
are unaware that such action bas been
taken A greit injustice has been doue

Mr. Saalay w10 recsivel the majority of
votes and this fact is adnitted by such
Conservaiive papers as the Turonto News,

HE dificaltywhich confronts the new
Provincial Trea<urer in Outario in re-
gard to the <urplas he u-ed to deciure in
Opposition did nor exist, is that if e now

EVENT».

publicly claims that there is no real sar-
plus he will iujure the credit of the pro-
vince in the money markets of the world.
A declaration of this kind would be chal-
lenged and any statoments made in support
of it wou d so depreciate the assets of the
Province as to make Treasurer Matheson's
next sale of debentures not so successful
as he would like. This might work poli-
tically to the advantage of the Oppoistion
which would at once have a nrst rate cam-
paign cry that the Whitney government
bad broken the good credit of the Province
abroad so long maintained by the Liber-
als.

HE absence of any Conservative mem-
ber (rom Nova Scotia in the House of
Cummons creates a curious and unprece-
deoted condition of affairs. The Opposi-
tion cancus appointed a whip for New
Brunswick and another for *‘the maritime
provinces'’ It is to bs presumed that the
idea is for Mr Lefurgey to act, when neces-
sary, for Nova Scotia. According to the
rale and practice of representative govern-
ment, Mr, R. L. Borden of Richmond in
the County of Carleton in Ontario, would
be disabled from looking after the affairs
of nuy portion of Dominion territory ex-
cept the County of Carleton, Ontario. As
leader of the Conservative party he must,
of course, look after the interests ot the
purty as a whole but to give any partica-
lar attenion to Nuva Scotia would be out
of the question. The duties of Parliament-
ary whip are generally supposed by the
public to be confined to the looking up of
members for party divisions in the House.
This mast not be taken to mean u refer-
ence to divisions amoug the party. The
whip ustally has a large correspondence
to carry on on behalf of others, and &
good muny matters affecting party orpan-
ization, campaign literatore and campaign
funds to attend to. There is no question
that if Mr. Lefurgey is going to look af-
ter Nova Scotia he is a very competent
whip.

T is all very well for Mr. Whitney to
form a cabinet in Onatrio hat he could
ouly bestow portfolios on seven or eight
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gentlemen and, naturally, there were seven
or eight other gentlemen each of whom
thought himself as capable and 1acritorious
a member of the House as the man who was
ehosen from his district. These heartburn-
ings are not to be avoided in tne making
of cabinets out of Joppositions who bave
been in the coid shades for the best part
of a generation . The same thing hllppen.—
ed in Ottawa when Wiifrid Laurier form-
ed his administrat cn in 1896, Mr. Mill;.
Mr. Lavgelier, Mr. Lister, My McMallen,
and others, when left out of the cabinet,
felt somewhat like the little boy who had
been good for the week before Christmas
counting ‘on the longed-for ~reward from
Santa Claus and getting ncthing in hi;
stocking on the moraing of Christmas dnv
Disappointments in life are inevitable nnn]
they are not by any means confined to the
small boy.

HAT is kvown as the Ha)-Bond
treaty for the improvement of com
wmercial relations between the U nitedStates
and Newfoundland is under consideration
at Washington. This treaty seems to die
hard. By virtue ot the opposition of Ca-
pada the Government of Great Britain de-
clined {0 assent to the treaty as far back
as 1891, but the persistency cf Sir Robert
Bond has never let go and now a despatch
from Washington states that the matter is
going through the United States 'wuam
with certain amendments. This recalls
the fact that the late James (3, Blaine when
Secretiry of State negotiated with Mr.
Bond for a treaty which was opposed by
Canada. Tord Stanley, who was at the
time (Governor-General of Canada,received
instrnctions from the Imperial Government
to oppose the opposition of Cavnada. Sir
John Thompeon who was at the time min-
ister of justice, was strongly opposed to
the mother country agreeing to the treaty
because it would have given tothe New
England fishermen a supply of bait for the
deep sea fisheries that would have made
them independent of Nova Scotia. It seems
strange that an independent colony should
be prevented by another colony from ne-

gotiating a treaty which is considered to
be to its own advantage, but Canada was
g0 iusistent and o influential as to compel
the Brit «h Gevernwient to refuse to sanc-
tion tl e treaty., A story was pablisbed in
the Toronto (Globe from its Ottawa corres:
pondent to the effect that the hostility of
the representative of the Imperial Govern-
ment in Cansda was broken down by the
threat made by Sir John Thompson to the
@Governor Gieneral”that, if he persisted in
advising the Imperial Government not to
veto the treaty, he would resign from the
(3overnwent and make a public iss1e of
the question. The British Government was
accordingly persuaded ro withhold its sanc-
tion from the treaty and now it is interest-
ing to observe that the treaty is once again
on tha carpet and thut the Lavrier admin-
istration does not hol) the same view a8
did the Macdonald-Thompson administra<
tion more than ten yeavs ago.

SIR CHARLES WYNDHAM

The famous English actor who visited Ot-
tawa last week.

-




Ghe Quebec Crisis,

REMIER I'ARHN'I'qunehm-,nllhungh thiel and when ¥y

granted the postponemenr of tne meet I will support you''. Then My Parent,
ing of the legislature called for Inst week, withont consnlting his colleagues, invited
must face the music ar 'he end of this Mr. Monep to & seat in his cabinet council,
month or the begiuning of March. Ouat of It is to be presumed that My Monet
the House of 74 members, 56 have signed a  first convinced that My
declaration binding themselves to  vote thief

ou wash away that stain

was
Parent was not a

against the Parent administration, As Immediately there was an explosion ac
mattos stand, thercfore, new govern companied by expressions of amazement
meut with either Mr. A, ambaunlt or My and anger, that My Monet, who even re
Gouin as leadsr will le Jormed, Tt waly tnsed to speak for the Liberal candidate in
like the present

government

® a Libersl  Napierville lust N

administratoio, as (here are abont 68 Lib

ovember, should be pro
moted over the heads of faithtul

by & man o whem M Monet
The reason why the | | strong 1y expressed aversi m. This

eader i
government should have to faee arevolt  why 56 Liberal
in‘the ranks is altogeth Mr.1
fault.  He has be 1
cluding the officc i
is w0 influential in my
ies, and reputed

Liverals,
erals against half

had public

A dozen Cunservatives

18 the reason
members of the Quebec
“rent's own  House determined to drive Mr. Parent
4 in office, in from office
1 city, and My

Monk endeavored to m
ny different compan

ake some po
litical capital against Sir Wiltrd Laurier

last week in the Honse of Commons He
others came to think that 1y many of the asked what part the Dominion Government
good things Twere goir g 10 Mr. Parent Was tuking in the crisis at Quebec, saying
The effect also of Mr. Parent good for that one of its members was absent from
tune on Lim was to ke avoringto propitiate the vary-
he coala Jdo anyt) ¢ and clashing prejudices of the
wonld gu that h ought to go factions at Quebe Sir Wilfrid

be very rich, that

him believe that  Ottawa enae;
Hng and that anything ing Interes

replied
The dynamite +hat fired the mine was the that the government was taking no part in
appointment to the cubinet of Mr. Monet, the crisis at Quebec, bat if My, Brodeur

ex-M.P. *He had acted badl towards Sir was interested
Wilfrid vaurier and relused rty as an indi-
date again in the general vidaal to lisplay tha* interest,

Hou ' of Commons in Nov. last. As it We sappose that sirW iltrid coul
tarued out there wus a man | tter fitted to  Premier Paren:

carry the coumy for Sir Wilfrig and he Mr. (
was obtained. Mr. Monet sui to Sir Wil-  him «
frid that he was out of politics

personally as a citiezn of
to be"a candi the province he was at libe
elections for the

d not help
or Mr. Archambault and
ouin coming to Ottawa to Jinterview
the snbject of the risis, SirWilfrid
, but with will d-al with them in his
in a week of the general election Mr Mo

net was in the field for election to

.capacity as le-
ader cf the party and as coming from the
the Province of Quebece, but the .Dominion
Legislative Assembly of Qaebec for the government, as a government, could of
8ame county. He ran ‘as a Natic nalist course take no, part. [t is a domestic

and expressed his strong hostility towards squabble Appertaining to Quebec Province
the Parent adminstraton, He said to Mr. alone,
b o

ent, *‘You have been “described as

a



WARRANT has been issned for the
arrsst of Mr. Leech, who is said to
have acted as Liberal jorganiser in the last
Dominion elections in Manitoba. He is
charged with “‘tamvering’’ with the lists
by removing from the Provencher voters
list the names of Conservative electors.
« This sounds startling bat the explanation
is very simple. The law declares that the
Provincial voters’ list, if not wore than
one year old shall be nused at the elections
for the Honse of Commons, In Manitoba
the law providea that the wvoters list for
the Province should be revised on the eve
«f a Provincial election,” which takes place
once in four years. In anticipation of a
Dominion general election lust year, At
torney General Campbell, the Foxy Quiller
of the local cabinet, Jintrodnced u special
amendment providing for a special regis
tration in May. In other words the in
tention was to nuliify an Act of the
House of Commons regarding the jelection
of its own wembers, for the lists in Man
itoba being more than one year old, the
peration of the Dominion law  would
provide a special list compiled under the
direction o the Dominion government
Sir Wilfrid Laurier announced to the
House of Commons last session that there
the intention to ignore the Provincial
lists which had, from 1mproper mo'ives,
sprung into existence. For some reason
this intention was abandoned, and the list
prepared in May_was the list actnally nsed
in the November election.

Now, that list was prepared for the elec-
tion to the local House in 40 different con
stituencies and an attempt was made to
apply it to the election of 10 members for
10 federal constituencies, the boundaries
of which were entirely different. Of ne-
cessity 40 small constituencies divided up
into 1 larger ones wonld involve the pro-

ThHe Manitoba Lists.

jection of 40 wvoters’ lists into 10. Some
person had to put the voters where they
belonged, or else the election would have
been a farce. The retnrning officers, with
the best assistance they could obtain, trans?
formed these 40 voters lists applicable only
to the local legislatare intu the 10 neces-
sary to the Commons election .
In the case of Provencher for example the
federa boundaries extend [froms Winnipeg
clean-down to the international bonndary,
a distance of over 50 miles, and eastward
¢lear to the bonndary of the province. Na-
turally these bonndaries, on the western
side at all events,  wonld intersect two or
three ot the houndaries ‘of the local con-
stituencies.  In order to “make the matter
definitely clear the federal constituency of
Provencher contains  a portion of the Pro-
vincial electoral division of “llil‘.t‘lzll"‘_‘"lm
ancther portion of the Rhineland loeal di-
vision is in the federal’division of Lisgar.
The retnrning officer, ther re, in order to
allow of all the electors on the Rhineland
voters list exercising their franchise had
to pick oat those names on the Rhineland
Isit whose owners voted in Lisgar and
those numes which helonged to Provencher.
This is all that was done so far as we know
at present, and it is for doing this inevit-
able anl proper thing that an atrempt is
made to arrest Mr. Leech. At least we
presuwme that is his offence.

In any event the matter will be discussed
in the Honse at Ottawa, and it will be
found that this distribation of voters in 40
constituencies into voters lists for 10 was
not only imperative . but that it was done
by the Manitoba Government itself in pre-
vious elections. Morsover it was done in
British Columbia at the last election. To
describe it as ‘‘tampering’’ with the lists
is gross absurdity

|
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The ZemsKky Zabor.

HE men who marched to the Winter
Palace, on the famous Sunday morn

ing were doomed from the first if the
Government cared to crush them. The
strike was a foregone failure, if its hopes
deperded on its capacity of resistance to
arms and famine. When General Trepoft
assumed command in the capital, he s
sumed command over a beaten city. For
the moment the spectie of a red terrorhad
been buried. But the Government, if it
bad subdued this unarmed rem mstrance
withont difficalty, was not likely to deal
out indircriminate revenge. The (iove.n
ment tried toaivide its enemies by sending
the men of letters to prison and professing
to take the workmen under its protection,
Hurried manifesioes appeared explaining
that the Csar was about (o make provision
for the workingmen's needs, and nhe re-
ceived a deputation at the Riding Sechool,
The deputation consisted of thirty-four
workmen representing the employes of var
ious tactories and w rkshops in St. Peters-
burg, and it was accoompanicd by (General
Trepolt and the Minister of Finauce The
Csar addressed them in a short speech in
which he said they had permitted themsel-
ves to be led away and deceived by traitors
and enemies of the Fatherland. He knew
that the life of a WOrkKman was not an easy
one, but to come as, a rebel mob was a
crime. He would take measares, in__ hi
solicitude for the working classes, which
would assure that everything possible
would be done to improve their lot and to
secure_the examination of ™ theri demands
. -—— - . —
through legal channesl. He was convine-
ed of the workingmen's devotion to him-
self, and would pardon their transgres-
sion. After the address the workmen went
to church, and iater they were enterlained

at dirner. The Csar and Csarina have
given General 'Trepoff 50,000 roubles forthe
relief of the widows of the victims of the
IMAassacre.

Nothing is more signiticant of the
s‘rength of the reform movement than the
anxiety of the manunafetnrers not to exas-
perate their relations with their workmen,
The Moscow manufactarers spontaneously
implored the Government not to use gol-
diers for the repression of the strike im
that city.  The St. Petersh: rg manufac-
turers met on Wednesday and adopted sev-
eral resolutions, They decided that the
general demands should be referred to the
Minister of Finance for treatment as soon
as possible by legislation, The particalar
demands at the several factories they re-
fused to discuss until tue men were at
work, and they added that they wonld take
DO mensures to denounce or punish the
ringleaders, 1hat they would not diserimi-
nate between the men who struck velun-
tarily and those who strack under com-
pulsion, and that they would collect funds
tor the dead workmen’s widows The tem-
per cf the masters is probably not so much
a matter of concerted policy with the bu-
reaucracy as ‘a genuine reflection of the
sympathies and fears of Sr. Petersburg, ~~

The strike itself has been tollowed .h;
strikes in many parts of Russia im'lm]ir;z
aecording to one Jtelegram, ‘Siberia. It is
stated that _there 15 a railway strike “at
Krasnoyarsh, [and that Irkutsk is under
martial law.  Both these places are im-
portant stations on the Siberian rnilwny.,
and Irkutsk 1s one of the principal _depots
for concentrating stores before sendidg
them on to Kuropatkin, If this uTuu‘o—
a Reuter telegram sent from Irkutsk— Is
correct, the strategical gravity of th




The Tsaritsa, wholis'King Edward’s ni ice, The Tsar, Nicholas IL., whom_the worldZholds
occupied, until the birth of a son last year retponsible for the Sunday massacre.
quite a secondary position The Dowager Tsaritsa - P

The Tsar’s mother.
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abion is obvious, Warsaw is the scene of
the most terrible "anarchy. The strike
tliere was organized ‘by the ‘Polish Soclal
Party as a demonsration of sympathy with
the workingmen of Russia. It was so suc-
cessfal that all business was suspended.
The troops were called out, and, ufter fir-
ing blank cartridge all day long, began

shooting in earuest and at random in the
evening. The collisions with the soldiews
have been *followed by ' the outbreaks of
hooligans. T e

~=Dr. Dilton Jsent]the news™ that the Csar,
who had heard some plain truths from M.
Wicte abont the "events of Snuday week
had yielded to the representations of M.
Yermoloff, the Miniister of Agriculture,
and decided on a policy of conciliation and
reform. According to this message the
Csar had decided to entrust M, Witte, as
President of the Committes of Ministers,
with the task of extending and develop-
ing the principles of reform laid down in
pan thekase of Christmas®Day. Oer is to

M. DE WITTE

Who is likely to sncceed Prince Sviatopolk Mirski

in the Tsar's confidence
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be restored by peaceful methods and the co-
operatien of the Russian natiou is invited
by the Government. The methods are to
be left largely to the discretion of M

Witte, and they may inclade the assembl-
ing of the Zem:k y Assembly. That assem

bly was last summoned by Peter rthe
Great's father, just as the States (ieneral
met in 1780 for the first time since 1614,
But the Standard correspendent roundly
eontradicts the st ory, and it seems prob

able that though the Csarimeditates reform
on the general lines of the December pol

icy, he has not yet gone the lengths of ac

ceding to the demand for a Zemsky As-
sembly.

On Monday the 13th, however, there was

published the following cablegram

St. Petersburg, February 121 am
not oppased to a Zemsky Zabor. On
the contrary 1 believe it necessary "' In
these words Emperor Nicholas personally
declarei himself in favor of a land con

gress and expressed the conviction that the
time had cone to prepare to give the p=o
ple a voice in government. The emperor's
words wers spoken in the conrse of acon
versation with Count Leo Deonviteh Tl
stoy, son of the famous anthor Count
Tolstoy says.
w8 08ty snmmoned me after hav
ing received a memorial which I andress
ed to the throne, exposing the present
situation in the country and humbly ex-
pressing the opinion that the interests of
the monarch and the nation called for the
removal of the wall raised ap by the bn
reaucracy between them, the urgent need

of devising means for enabling the sove
reign to hear the voice of the

people, .and

recommending the conveeation of a Zem-
sky Zabor. His majesty assured me that
personally he was not opp s2ed to its convo-
cation, but on jthe contrary believed it
Decessary.  The whole question now is
greatly simplitied and resolves itself into
a discussion regarding the most opportune
moment -

“The delay will be only such as will be
strictly necessary for the introduction of
an innovation of such magnitade. The
great thing is that the emperor is in fa-
vor of the Zemsky Zahor,

ZOf the personne dramatis little is acen-
rately known,  Father Giapon is varionsly
reported to be in hospital, in a monastery
and in Sweden.  Maxim Gorki is stated by
everybody bat the Standard correpsondent
1 already. The Ger-
mun Socialist paper Vrwaerts gava car-
rency to a wild ramor that

to have been rele

this distin-

guishel writer w

. with the
resalt that men of Jetters in all conntries
and of all opinions joined in an immediate
This outbarst of admirat

nothing of its value from the fact that the

y be han

protest n loses

great novelist's lite was probably never in

danvar I'here hav 1 several meetings
1o express symnt ith the Russian re
form movement, and subseription funds
have baen opened. To subseribe to politi-

the
ment is more likely to
the canse of

cal agitaion against Russian (iovern-
injore than to help
4 Unionists
aad Irish Home Rulers wonld not be more
Attracted to the cause of Home Rule if fo-

reign nations helped to subsidize it

reform

glish
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The Situation in the Transvaal.,

T A private interview on” 10th Janm:

ary between Lord Milner and a depu-
fation representing the Responsible Gov-
ernment 'arty it is reported that the depu
tation contended that if representative
government was forced on the ronmryﬂ'
the Imperial Governwent it would alienate
the Duu'h.‘ Lord l\lilpgr._‘r'\*pl_\'inu.‘r-aid h-e
understood it was the settled policy of the
Imperial Government™ to  infroduce “repre-
sentative institutions to 'precede the grn;-t
of a full measure of self-government, The
Progressive Association’s deputation Tﬁ;&l
the embodiment in the constitution of the
principle of ofe vote one value,” and of
machinery for the periodical redistribution
of seats. The electoral qualification it WAS
maintained, should be the munic ipul qm'l']‘-
ificatica, six months' residence being ne-
cessary for the Parliamentary vote, The
bames appearing on the burgher roll of the
last_Volksraad should be placed on the re-
gister. They also urced that the members
of the Executive should be partlv chosen
from the elected representatives. Lord
Milner expressed regret that there shounld
be a divsiion of opinion on this question,
He added that he favored a democratic
franchise, and advoeated freedom uf action
regarding the exscutive, but was prepared
to suggest that shonld be
in the Constitation for tne
members of the legisiuture i
The new legislature would huve power to
deal with all matters a
interest

provision wade
inclusion of

n the execntive

ciing the Colony's
the veto of

he Crown being ouly
intended to apply 1o juensn iringing
the rights of2 British subie t-, On hehalt
of the Respounsihle Giovernment Paity, the
chairman, Mr. E. P. Solomos. In ther of

the Attorney-Genernl, has sinee sropo-ed a
scheme which be thinks shoul | bring all

sections of the ‘community together. Phe
propored Congtitution for representative
government chould be annulled. The pre-
sent Coostitation should remain, and the
Législative Conncil shonid meei as arrang,
ed this year, but with a change of two
members of the perconuel of the executive.
Full self-government shonld be promulgat-
ed in December, and a Commission should
then sit to arrange the electoral divisions
The election shounld tuke placo about May,
1906, and the nesw Parliament would meet
only to vote supplies, and rise until the be-
ginnng of 1907. This however, was reject-
ed by the Progressives, who refused to join
‘n a deputation, and yet no compromise
hus been found possible.

THE SULTAN OF ZANZIBAR
_Whois on a visit to England.




Count Golstoy on the War.

A STINGING arraignment of the Rus-
sian antocracy and of the Czar himself
and a fierce denunciation of all war, in the
form of a series of letters, under the head-
ing '‘Bethink Yourselves,'’ _written from
Yasnaia Polyana by nount Leo Tolstoy,
have been translated and pablished in the
London Times. Conot Tolstoy b«gius‘b;
s.tating his text, *'This is yonr hour and
the power ot darkness (Luke xxii., 53),
and then lays down his theme: “*Again
war. Again sufferings, necessary to no-
body, utterly uncalled for; again fraud;
again the wniversal stupelsotion and bra-
talization of man.

One can understand, says Tolstoy how
poor ignorant Russian and Japanese pea
sants ‘‘bronght by the violancs and deceit
of centuries to recoguize the greatest erime
in the world-—the murder of one's brethern
—a&8 a virtnons act, can commit the«w dre-
adfal deeds witnout regurding themselves
as being guilty in w0 doing.’’ But how
can so-called enlightened men preach war,
sapport it, participate in it, and, worst of
sll, without suffering the dangers of war
themselves, incite others to it, sending
their unfortunate, defrauded brothers to
fight?

‘‘Not to mention the Hague Conference,
which called forth univera«l praise, of all
the books, pamohlets. mnewspape: ar-
ticles and speeches dem m<trating the
possiblity of the solution of international
misundertsandings by international arbi-
tration,no enlightened man can help know-
ing that the univerasl competition in the
armaments of states most inevitably lead
them to endless war or general bankraptcy,
or else to both the vne aud the other. They
cannot but know thut besides the senseless,

purposeless expenditure] of *milliards “of
rubles—i.e., of human Jlabor—on the pre-
parations for war, daring  the wars them-
selves millions of the “most energetic and
vigorous men perish Zin that period of 1ife
which is best for productive labor. "

Something is taking place, he continues
“‘incomprehensible and impossible in its
cruelty, falsehood and stapidity.”’ Not-
withstanding the fact that scientists,
philosophers and religious teachers on
both sides have declared war sinfal and
fooli<h, all Russians join in  their efforts
to destroy all Japanese, and all Japanese
unite to kill ull Rassians,

Thea follows a fierce arraignment of the
Czar and the antocracy.

“This unfortunate entangled young
man, recogiized as the ieader of one hun-
dred and thirty millions of people, con-
tinnally deceived and compelled to con-
tradict himself, confidently thanks and
blesses the troops whom he calls his own
for murder in defence of lands which with
yet less right he also calls his own. Al
present to each other hideous ikons in
whnich not only no one among she edncated
believe, but which unlearned peasants are
oegiuning to abandon—all bow down to
the ground before these ikons, kiss them,
and prononnce pompous and deceitful
speech-s in which no one really believes, '’

Not only the military are prepared to
murder

**Crowds of so called enlightened people,
snch as professors, social reformers, stod-
ents, nobles, merchants, without bheing
forced thereto by anything or anyone, ex-
press the most bitter ana contemptuous
feeling roward the Japanese , the English
or the Americans, toward whom bat yes
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terday they were either - well “diAposed or
indifferent; while, without the lesst com-
pulsion, they express the most abject, ser-
vile fealings tuward the Czar(to whom, to
say the least, they were completelyindiffer-
ent), assaring him of 'their unlimited love
and readiness to sacrifice their lives in his
interest. Wealthy people eontribute insig-
nificant portions of their .immorally ac-
quired riches for this canse of ‘murder or
the organization of help in connection with
the work of murder; while the poor, from
whom the government annnally collects
fwo milliards, deem it necessary to do
likewise, giving their 'mites also. The
government incites and encourages crowds
of idlers, who waik about tho street with
the Czar's portrait, singing, shouting
‘““Hurrah!”” and who, under pretext of
patriotism, are licensed in all kinds of ex-
cesses. All over Russia, from the palace
to' the remotest | village, | the pastors of
churches, calling themselves Christians,
appeal to that God who has enjoimed love
to one’s enemies—to the God of Love him-
self--to help the work of the devil to for-
ther the slaughter o/ men. Stupified by
prayers, sermons, ehxortations, by proces-
sions, pictures and newspapers, the can-
nons flash, hundreds of thonsands of men,
uniformly dressed, carrying divers deadly
weapons, leaving their parents, wives,
children with hearts of agony, bud with
artificial sprightliness, gu where they,
risking their own lives, will commit the
most dreadful act of killing men whom
they do not know acd who have done them
Do barm._. . .  All this is not only re-
garded the manifestation of elevated feel
ing, but those who refrain frow such man
ifestations, if
wmen, are

they endeavor to disabuse
traitors and
and are in danger of being

How_can a modern

deemed betrayers,
abused

believing Christian,
permeated

brother

'or even ‘a ckeptic voluntarily
by the Christian ideals of
hood and inspired the
works of the moralists and
ardists of our time—how* can such take a
gun, or stand by a cannon, and aim at a
crowd of his fellow-men desiring to kill
as many of them as possiblet’’

Tolstoy does not believe that such a per-

humar

love which have

philosophers,

son can, without realizing the crime he s
committing, and so, he eays:

‘‘All the unnatoral, feverish, hot-headed
insanc excitement which bas now seized
the idle ranks of upper Russian society is
merely the symptom of the recognition of
the criminality of the work which is being
done.  All these insolent, mendacions
speeches about devotion to and worship of
the monarch, about readiness to sacrifice
life (or one should say other people’s lives,
and not one’s own); all these promises to
defend with one s breast land which does
not belong to one; all these senceless Lene-
dictions of each other with? various ban-
ners and monstrous ikons: all these Te
Deums: all these preparations of blankets
and bandages: all t hese detachments of
nurses; all these contributions to the fleet
and to the Red Cross presented to the gov-
ernwent, whose direct ‘duty is (while it
has the poseibility of collecting from the
people as much money ax it requires), hav-
ing declared war, to organize the necessary
fleet and necessary means for attending the
wounded; all these Slavenie, pomypous,
senseless and blasphemous prayers, the ut-
terance of which in viricus towns is com-
municated in the papers as importantnews;
all thees processions, calls for the national
hymn, cheers; all this dreadful, desperate,
newspaper mendacity, which, being uni-
versal, does not fear exposure; all this
stupefaction and brutalization which has
now taken hold of Rsussian society, and
which is being trapsmitted Ly degrees also
to the masses—all this is only a symptom
of the guilty consciousness of that dread-
ful act which is being acec mplisthed,’

It you ask a common scldier, an cfficer,
a divlomat, a journalist, why he carries on
war, or incites it, he will answer,says Tol-
stoy, with qniblles aboat fatherland dnd
The war, he
for the welfare
1ssia vow, this is all
ns of today, says Tolstoy,
having misced the
right turning, the further he goes the
more he becomes convinced that he is go-
ing the wrong way, Yet, the greater his
doubts, the quicker and more desperately
does he hurry on, consoling himself with

€mperor and pattriotism

will tell you, is necessary

whe,
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the thonght that Le will arrive some-
where. "’

‘“In such a position stands the Christian
homanity of oar time. It is perfectly evi-
dent that if we continue to live as we are
now living, guided in our private lives,
as well as in the life of separate states, by
the sole desire of welfare for ourselves and
for our state, and will, as we do now,
think t7 insure this welfare by violence.
then, inevttably increasing the weans of
violence of one against the oiher, and of
state against state, we will, first, keep rul
ing nurselves more =nd mcre, transferring
the major portion of our productiveness to
armaments, and,second, by killing in mu-
tual wars the best physically developed
men, we muast bacome more and more de-
geuerate and morally depraved.”’

How can matters be meaded? Not by a
universal empire, or even a Uuited States
of Europe, says Tolstoy. Nor can compul-
sory internationalpeace tribunals be organ
ized. Disarmament will not cowe, becanse
no one desires it or will begin ic. The ad-
option of more d readfnl weans of destruc-
tion will not help.b ecause all nations will
use the new inventions. ‘‘We are dashiog
on towards the precipice, cannot stop, and
we are approaching the edge

What is to be done? The remedy is in
the heediog of the scriptural injnnction,
“*Bethink yourself!”’ Every muan must
ask himself, What does tod comwmand me
to do?

‘'S80 must say to himself the soldier who
is tanght that he must kill men;and the
statesman, who deemed it his duty to
prepare for war; and the journalist who
incited to war, and every man who puts
to himself the question, Who is he, what
is hie destination in life? And the mo-
ment the head of the state will cease to
direct war, the roldier to fight, the states-

mant o prepare means for war, the jour-
nalist to incite thereto—then, without any
new institutions, adaptations, balance of
power, tribunals,, there will of itself be
destroyed that hopeless position in whioh
men have placed themselves not only in
relation to war ,but also to all other ca-
lamities which they themselves inflict ap-
on themselves, '’

A late photo of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain




