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“Phon art thé Chiist, the Son of the Living God.—Perer.  On this Rock T will bmld
* iy Charch, and the gatys of Hell shall not prevail agninst it.— The Lord Messiak.
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"STATE OF THE CAUSE—REMEDY—A PREACHER'S LOT.

"“Brorser Earon—I am of opinion that the brethren of the two Pro.
Yinces adhereing to the Ancient Gospel, might adopt sorae judiciqus
Téastire for the further advancement of Bible Truth. Suppose that
‘tach Congregation in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Ed-
‘Watd Island, should adopt the plan of raising & Fund—a real free-will
Offering. Lt this money be called the Missionary Fund, and be en-
fitdly devoted to the cause of truth; thatis, for the dissetination of
1h¢ antient gospel. Let this fund be deposited in the hands of sucn
persons as the Congregation shall judge most suitable. In t.is per- .
drivance of liberality, for the advancement of truth and piety, every
the should be governed by a real principle of duty ; that is, each member
ffr}i‘ght reasonably ask himself, how muchis it my daty to give for the
propagation of the ancient gospel, &c. Whatever therefore, is the real
dwy of any one 1o give, he ought o make it an established pcint to pay,
without foil, and that too at the time proposed. Perhaps there is not a
fiembér in any one Congregativn in either Frovince but that could pay
Ove Shilling 4 year, some others One Shilling and Three Penee, and
diliirs o Shillings and Sixpence.  And very likely there are n number
thiit dre ablé and willing to give from Five Shillings to Ten Shillings
8'yeat: In 'ficy if appears quite reasonable to me, that the Congregations
ifi the two Provinces, with Prinee EdWvard Island, could raise the sum
bFOifé Hundred Pounds : that would keep two eficient proclaimers eon-
lirisly tai the fiédld, and the ttwth would advance. But unless somesuch
Stillttivé rieasured ave adopted, as 1 have before stated, it wil be morally
fipossible for the fruth to advance. The indifférence and apathy thae
‘ldvking about 4 large nutiber of professors, is one of the many .
oedirftents that stand in the wily of the advancement of the truth. Self.
hnedy is perhaps anothed hinderarce to the progress of truth. The
Vént'of holy zeal to engagd ardenlly #nd energetcally in the great
fid godd work of theé Eord, it no uoubt andtfier obstacle to the spread
f gospel 1ibetty. Another prominent fenture that stands Ingh among
hé many barfier to the circulation of goepel light, is a manifold un-
}/m_\;‘ugne‘sfs‘ 10 contributé & rensonable portion of their accumulatéd
oL. IV, K
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wenlth to the support of those who cannot leave their family to goabrond
to proglaim the gospel without aid from the brethren. I am personally
ucquainted with u preacher of the ancient gospel, who hadto retire in a
great measure from the field of his labour for the want of a sufficiem
support for his family, and that could not be more than Fifty Pounds
a year. Last Summer thissame preacher had to take to his fishing bout
to get a little something for his farmily. And afier fishing hard all the
day, he would return home fatigued to get his supper; afier which he
would have to seize his oar, and row some eight or ten miles to a weir
to get bait, in order to be prepared for the next duy’s fishing ; and then
if the tide was not low enough for his purpose, he would kindle a fire on
the beach, and there lay down on the hard gravel with a pieee of drift
wood for his pillow. And to-day, I saw him pulling rock weed from
the rocks, and carrying it on his shoulder in a basket, 1o plant potatoes,
In afew duys he will take to the fishing lines again to support his family.
Hard lot certainly. How is it possible for the truth to advance under
these or any similar circumstances. Brother Eaton, unless our bre.
thren one and all unite their energies and get up some effective opera-
sion for the support and spread of our Lord’s gospel, the cause of truth
w these Colonies must certainly dwindle and fade away, and utterly
vanish like smoke in the air.i

Brethren, what say you? Shall the soul saving cause of truth and
righteousness perish for the want of ample support, while you are in
possession of plenty of means to rescue the Colonies from the darkness
of popery and sectarian tradition! Remember brethren, * you are no
your own, you have been bought with a price,” therefore, “ be not
conformed to this world.”” * Make no provision for the flesh to fulfil the
lust thereof.” But “be ye steadfust, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in
vain in the Lord.” Coxpono.

. NEED OF PREACHERS—THEIR QUALIFICATIONS, &c.
THOUGHTS SUGGESTED BY THE FOREGOING COMMUNICATION.

Tue subject brought under our notice by Condono is one of great im-
portance. ‘The success of truth depends much on the means used in it
dissemination. Books nor publications—~not even the Living Oracles of
God, will arrest the atlention of the masses devoted to the world, the'
flesh, and the devil, without the power of the living voice. And indeed
we will add, not only do we need the living voice, hut thatvoice sustained
by the work of faith and labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ; and the persevering zeal and devotion of those who prafess
to receive the same principles. The forward, prominent Peter, the
zeqlous and profound Paul, the loving and affectionate Johu, and the
eloguent Apollos, mighty in the Scriptures, succeeded in making convers
to the Lord only in ‘;roportion to the union and devotion of those who
professed to receive their teaching. Were all the apostles and primi-
tive heralds to revisit our planet and attempt 1o co-operate with the
worldliness of the present professors of christianity, they would make
converts only like them. It is almostas natural for the young professor
to seek for atiainments beyond the reputed pious of the congregation to

.
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which Le ntiaches himself, as for the stream 1o rise nbove the fountain.
The selfishness, covetousnessy and want of punciuality on the part of
the professed lovers of the Lord, are crying sins, and the cause of more
scepticism in the world than the efforts of all the Infidels that have ever
lived. ‘T'he faithful see these things and mourn over them. The trus,
zealous, self-sacrificing herald of truth views in them the great obstaeles
10 the spread of that truth, to disseminate which he has turned his back
on fortune and fame, and all the things that engross the attention of the.
world, But if it be so very necessary for'the disciples generally to des
vote themselves to the tru h in order to iis success, how especially ne-
cessary is i for those who presume to stand before their fellow mortals
to plead a Saviour’s lave. A proclaimer may not always suceeed in
persuading even his brethren to imitate all his virtues ; but if he have
bad habits, errors, and disgusting eccentricities, he will find them eare-
fully copied by his admirers, How anxiously then should those, who
desire to see men perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord, watch their
own actions, thoughts and desires ! If preachers were always impreesed
with the convietion that every word and act of theirs will have an influs
ence for or agamst the cause which cost the Divine Redeemer’s precions
blood ; they woula remember to cultivate those thoughts and reflections,
most intimately conneeted with God and Heaven,

There isono question that many of the brethren are wanting in libe.
rality in contributing to the wants of those whe would joyfully go forth

| inte the field to sow the good seed, but are unable to de so for the want

of means to support their families ; but before preachers complain,»ought

* they not to he able to say, * I have been with yeuetall seasons,serving

the Lord with all humility of mind, and wuh many tears;” “1} have
kept back nothing that was profitable, but have showed you, and have
taught vou publicly, and from house to honse ; *‘ [ have not shunned
t declare unto you all the connsel of God !” Acts xx. Were all:the
professed teachers of christianity able in truth to use Paul’s language
ghove quoted, and to add—yes, * these hnnds have ministered to my
necessities, and them that were with me,”? there would be fewer come
plaints of the brotherhoad. They would see more-distinetly the -great
contrust.between themselves and: the zealous, self-denying, industrious
preacher ; and where the disciples.were really able, he would want no
good thing. When the cause-and the field of labor demand all the time
and:the energiesaf an evangelist, no one having correct views:of pros
priety, and a proper sense.of justice, wall qusstion the nght ef.such an
evangelist.to an adequate support. Bul a proclaimer of the gospe}
shoutd.not expect a hving from a field too poor ta supply his-waatss
neither can he consistently look for.a mainienance unless, like other
laborers, he devote all the time he can save from needful repose to the
furtherance of the Lord’s cause. *Were the same wisdom and industry
manifest on the part of all teachers of chrisuanuty that we see evineed
by our industrious agriculturalists, mechanics, merchaats, &c., we should
hear mut h less complaining on the part of the preachur of his wants and
the illiberality of disciples generally! Do not musunderstand us. We
are making no apology for those poor covelous souls who thank Ged for
& gospel that costs them rothing! Neither would we uuer a word .of
’
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excuse for that christian sister who pays from ten to twenty dollars for a
shawl or some such article of dress, when one just ns usefu! could be
procured for one quarter the sum; nor for that young brother who
carries g gold watch worth a hundred—either of whom, if called upon
for five dollars to aid a faithful procluimer of the gospel 10-s0und out that
law that came from Zion, and the word of the Lord first announced in
Jerusalem, would give a'most emphatic 70! Itis not for such we
apologize. Far he it from us to encourage such selfishness, Those
who do not study economy in their expenditures, and are not willing to
maks any sacrifice that the cause of God and humanity righteously de
mand, are unworthy the niame of a disciple of Him who sacrificed every
thing for the salvation of man. Those who will not spend their time and
moriey in teaching men the way of sulvation, who cannot be persuaded
10 leave their fumilies, even for a few days, to persuade sinners to fles
from the wWrath to come, ought certainly to be willing to contribute, as
the Lord has prospered them, ‘o those who would teach and preach, but
are uaable to do so, extensively, for the want of means.

But although it is a trite saying * that two wrongs can never make one
right,” it is nevertheless true. Preachers should remember that the
want of liberality on the part of others can never be an excuse for not
doing all in their power to ddvance the cause of the Lord. Every in
telligant herald of salvation, in the enjoyment of health, can, not only
maintain_himself and family, as well as his neighbors in similar circum:
stances, but lie can onthe Lord’s day, and frequently during long even.
ings, sound out the word of the Lord ; and the very fact that he depends
on no man for temporal support will arm him with a degree of inde
pendence and zeal which the hireling knows nothing of. In & word, th,
man who acts from principle, who loves God and his fellow man, who
preaches to glorify God and save souls, will even in Sodom: and Go-
morrah gather some around him who will shine as lights in the world, |
Is it, however, said that many even after all this are neglected ; that
many faithfal pr_achers toil not only for their duily bread, but to teach
the truth by precept and example, and yet are neglected, and even ds.
spised because they labor with their hands! If any preacher of the
gospel has hud the misfortune to epter such a barren, sterile field, we
would say, “ up get ye out of such a congregation,” the sooner itis
scattered and brought to nought the better! It is wicked to. labor for
the ubion and upbuilding of such a mass of corsuption. Enter some
other field of labor. There are good fields for all faitbful laborers; for
2l who are capable of teaching the trath, and who are willing.to devote
all their onergies to the service of God and humanity. Fields too where
they that fead the flozk shall eat of the milk thereof, where the mouth
of the ox that treads out the corn shall not be muzzled. But they must
be workmen who neod net to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word. of
truth, giving to each his portien in due season. Hundreds of such mea
are wanted, and the Lord’s people are able and willing to feed and clothe.
them, while they are wholly devoted to his scrvice. A preacher to b
useful for any length of time, must have a good reputatisn for morality
aménz *Wace that are without, even among the enemies of the gospeh
He must have received the truth in the love of it,and evince it in his life

A
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and behaviaur. Heo must be-able to-communicate itelearlyy intellizibly,
and in conformity with the.general rules of language. -He must.be,
kind, affable, and.affectionate in lus intercourse with -all-closses.s He-
must always beat in mind that hes 2 man-of one business arid:-of one
book. His business is.to-understand that-book and toreduce it to-practicey
and:to do all.in. his power to induce all others to do hkewise. «Imahr-
rying.out these-grand points in detail,- he. will- labor-incessanily - from:
“carly morn till- dewy ave.  Five or six consecutive hours hardstudy:
of books are enough, when.it 1s possible to dovote-so- much every day,
but as many preachers will find 1t impossible, when visitmg from place
10 place, to fix upon a methodical cousse of study, he will,iherefore,
spend about the above proportion of tume 1n close converse with-bagks.
On these facts and truths he will meditate, ponder, and reflect,. s he
walks or rides from one place to another. By thus digesting:his miental
food, the truth from every source will become a- part of his-own. Jkoow-
ledge, and always be ready for use. In his intercourse-withithe sworld
he will never forget Jesus, and what he has done and suffered {for map’s.
falvation. Inseason and,out of season he will reprove .and exhort:with
all long suffering and doctrine. In & word, in the.company of:thesgints
Je will be.a pattera of-holy living. To nduce them to-add to their:fgith
ali the graces of christianity will be his ardent deswre, his anxious prayet,
and his constant endeavor. In the company of: the transgressars he will.
use all the means furnished: by the word of truth and the pernshing state
of man to convince him of sin, of righteousness,.and of -Jjudgment. . At
all times, and under all circumsiances he will feel so dependent:that he
will not only be thanking God for his mercies and blessings; but beswill
Gie constantly seekuig is aid and s gwdance in every-thing. Con- -
nected with the prayers, preaching, and exhortations-of those svho -jive
and walk with Ged in secret converse and- meditation, there-is -pholy:
unction that can be obtained from no.other source ; no.axty Study, . n0p
device can compass it ; it .must come. if it come as all, by-communien.
with.God ; by meduation on his greatness, iong sufferingy .and:good-
ness, Without this grand desideratum no man can be 1nstrumental n
building up a-foly saciety., Eloquence, zeal and nteligence; may.cob
lecta large, influential, well insiructed society. - Seif mterest, populatity,.
and love of peculiar views, may keep congregations 1o communion.;
bur nothing short of unceasing prayer to God, and a consetous depends.
ence upon Him-and the word- of his grace will ensure the -conyinugd,
real, and.the permanent success of the teacher and his co-workerssin 1ge:
cause of Immanuel. . . , -
Though: the picture;above drawn be faint, meagre -and-parual;-hosw.
strongly it contrasts with.many. who profess fo be feachers: of truth.and
rightecusness.” When they studythe Orcles of #God,: conveysg-wth,
their brethren on the things of eiernity, or call.upon the vame of the:
Lord, few can tell. ATew stale anecdotes, neither mimstering to-the
hearers grace nor godly edifying, or-some otd controversy i which the
preacher disclosed histact in managing an:argumemt better than-his knowe
ledge of Godls word ; or the politics, tha crops, the umes.orthe.seasops
are the themes on which he has delighted to dwell.¥  His: soul is- in.the.
world, andon the things of the world. His:thoyghts and desites-arg
H
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oftener on the gratification of his varied appetites and passions, than on his
work,and thus he cultivates such a state of mind that he is sure to fall be.
fore the first temptation, if indeed he does not himself become the tempter,
And then when his discourses becomce a sound and nothing more, when
there is more censoriousness, debate and strife than gospel truth and
godly edifying, he complains of the want of liberality of the brethren,
want of love and attachment of those who have been the recipients of
his toils and labors!! He did not cultivate the suil of the human heart,
and how could he expect tu reap. He led the sheep neither into green
pastures nor beside still waters ; and how then could he eapect the fluck
to increase. It was but natural for them to sicken and die, or wander
away in pursuit of food where they would become a prey to wolves and
other beasts of prey. May the Lord save his people from such pastors,
and the world from such preachers.

t But afler all this headless, pointless, wandering essay,” says one,
what is to become of that unfortunate herald of the ancient gospel that
has on the sea and land to toil by nightand by day for the sustenance of
himself and family > Were we acquainted with his history, and the
circurnstances which have surrounded him, and the kind of field which
he has to cultivate, something might be said in teference to Lim ; butin
the absence of all such information, we could say but little. Were I as
an individual in such a field c? labor, I would first examine myself thus:
Is it my duty to pteach the guspel? What motives influence me? Is
it fora living or to w'a souls? As a preacher have I lived a life of
prayer? [lave 1fasted, prayed and watched before God, and diligently
studied his word to prepare myself for usefulness? Do I live in my
family and before my neighbors and associates as becomes a herald of
truth? Do I embrace every favorable opportunity, whether they will
hear or forbear, to persuade them to love and serve Jesus Christ. Are
these efforts made in love, and with deep fesling, or are they in a cen-
sorious debating style > Do 1 lift up my vaice in public whenever and
wherever I can to sound out the word of the Lord, however small or
poor the assembly. Do I visit my neighbors aund brethren indiscrimi.
nately, and thus labor from house to hiouse for their salvation and growth
in grace and in knowledge? Do I make special efforts to comfort and
aid the poor and needy, and distressed ? In a word, have I done all in
my power for my own furtherance in the life divine, and for the salvation
of my friends and fellow men> If all these questions can be honestly
answered as thcy ought to be by a true proclaimer of the gosp=l, and he
does not meet with common success, he has either mistaken his calling
ot he has entered a field to which his talents are not adapted. If the first
be the fact, let him “ go a fishing " if the second, let him at once seek
another field where his wlents will be appre.iated, and where he will
find that sympathy so rickly merited by thz faithful christian preacher.

. W. W. B

-

JACOB CREATH, JUNIOR.
{n coppexioa with the remarks in this number, on preachcrs, their
qualifications, suppoif, &c.; we would call especial atiention to the fob-
Jowing leter from brother Creath.  We do o, not 1o make of any man
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astandard of punctuality, zeal and devouon; but simply to answer the
question often propounded when duties are urged upon the attention—
** Who in modern times comes up to the proper smuz&rd ¢

Brother Creath and his father were among brother Campbell’s earhiest
associates in the cause of Reformauun i Kentucky, some twenty years
ago ; and they are yet in the field. May many such men be raised up
to sound out the word of the Lord. Not only has Kentucky, and ad-
jolning States been benefitted by the zeal and activity of brother Creath,
but the new and flourishing States of Missour: and lowa have heard and
felt the power of the Apostolic Gospel through his instrumentainy,  Mav
t.e be restored to health, ‘and long live 1o bless the congregations by tis
teaching and example ! W, W. E.

{From the Protestant Uniontst.)
Palmyra, Missouri, January 17, 1848,

BroTHER ScorT:—As this is the third winter that [ have besn confined
to my bed and room with Bronchius and chrome Pneumonie, and as {
have been unable to preach since the firut of July last, | thought I would
write a letter for publication, provided you deem it worthy of pubhshig,
and provided it should not be considered egoustical. This 1s my birth
day ; this day I enter upon my fifueth year of probation. 1 was born six
miles from Boydtown, the county seat of Meclinburg Co., Virgima, on the
17th of January, 1799-—this was the year in which General Washington
deceased. From the earliest dawn of my reason I have believed in God
and in his Son Jesus Christ, and as far back as | have any recollection,
I have prayed to GGod, and desired and sought his favor ; at least 1 did so
in my fourth year ; and have continued to do so until this day. I madea
public declaration of my faith 1n Jesus Christ, May, 1817, and the next
June I stood up publicly for the first ime to plead his claims before a world
of sinners, and having obtained help of God I continued to the time above
specified to preach repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ. When I made a declaration of my fauhn Jesus Chnst, [ did or
said but very little more than we now require; alhhough my father the
pastor of the church, and the church and m.yself were all Calvimists. [
was asked to relate what God had done for my soul, 1 replied that! had
not much to say ; but if they would ask me any questions 1 would trv
and answer them as well as I could ; [ was asked if | had seen myself to
be a sinner, | replied that I had long known and confessed myself to be
asinner—I was asked on whomdo you depend for salvation, ! replied on
Jesus Chuist, for there was no other name given under heaven by which
I could besaved. Whenasked if I wished 10 be immersed, | rephed my
coming forward there was the best evidence of that; and I was accord-
ingly immersed by my father the third Lord’s Day mn May, 1817 ; and [
was licensed by him and brother Pennington, in February, 1318, 10 ex-
ercise my gift. I was ordained to preach while at school, by Abner M.
Clapton, Baryilloi Groves, John Lee, and George Roberts, at Groves
meeting house, Caswell Coun;y, North Carolina, in 1821 or 1822.
When [ commwenced preaching I could only read. I learned to write the
English alphabet, and took the Latin and Greek Grammars s my hands,
after | was twenty-one years old .—as far as [ have any learning | am
self taught, my father was poor and had mavny children, and was not

FU



136 THE CHRISTIAN. .

able to educate thom ; but he taught them ta reud, to be honest, moral,
truthful, and to fear God and obey his commandments. My mother
taught me to read and memorize the New Testament on Lurd’s Days,
instead of spending it 1n play and idleness, as other boys around us did,
For the last twenty years | have begun to read the first chapter of Ge-
nesis, on the first day of January of each year, and have read the Old
Testament through yearly besides what I have read publicly and in
family worship. [ know Low every chapler in the New Testament
reads, and I can find any passage in Old or New Testament, without a
concordance. I early storcd my mind with the precious und everlasting
truths of God’s Word, instead of novels ar.d other trash. 1 never reada
novel in all my reading, in ail the families in which 1 lived whilea young
man, and in all the situations in which [ have been placed. [ have
maintaincd family prayer twice a day in my own family, and in times
of afiliction three times per duy—our custom in merning and evening
devotion is, { read five yverses, my wife then reads five, and then each
childreads five verses; in this way we have read the New Testament
through a number of times, and the Old Testament several times. I de.
vole the first day of every yearto God by fasting, prayer, supplication,
¢onfession, and thanksgiving, and also the first day of the week, and the
morning of every day to God. 1 have often fasted two days in the week,
and have spent much of my time insecret devotion, prayer, confession,
humiliation, deep repeutance, und thanksgwing to God—and reading
the Holy Scriptures and meditation, yet when I think of dying and
standing before the Judge of all the earth, I have nothing to depend upon
for salvation, but the death and resurrectiyn, and intercession of our
Great High Priest, Jesus, the Son of the blessed God. My sins and
frailties over bulance my virtues. I will close by saying the best system
of church government that I evel read is in the New Testament, and the
best way to keep a church in good order is for each christian to keep
hunself in the love of God, by obuying the commandments and precepts
of the New Institution.

‘There is a grea. want of self-denial, deadness to the world, private
and fan.ily devotion in the professors of the present age. May grace,
mercy and peace be multipited to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity and truth, Adiew. ° Jacos Creatn, Jr.

RESTORATION OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THINGS.
No. V. )
ORDER OF WORSHIP. ’,

We shall now inquire what was the ancjent order of worship in the
christian church. Preparatory to this it may he expedient to consider
whether there be any divinely authorized worship in the assembly of
saints. As this is a theme of great importance, and of mych difficulty
with some, we shall bestow some attention to it. And in the first in.
stence we shall attempt to demonstrate from rational principles, that
there is a divipely instituted worship for the assemblies of the disciples,
In order to do this as conyincingly as possible, and 1o circymscribe the
arena of conjecturs, we shall take but two positions, which we bépe 10
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hold as impregnable fortresses against all assault.  These wo shall ex-
ibitin the form of dilemras, The first is, cither there is 2 divinely au-
thurized order of christian worship in christian assemblies, or thereis not.
‘I'his every man must admit, or cease to ba a man. Now to remove
ad ambiguity from the terms of the dilemma, we shall expacitly
state that, by a christian assembly, we mean a congregation or assembly
of disciples meeting in one place for social worship. The day agreed
upon by christians for this meeting is the first day of every week, The
authority that ordains this duy we have alrendy noticed in this work, and
il is not now a subject of inquiry. It is also wnnecessary to our present
pui pose, inasmuch as this day 1s agreed upon by all christisag, with the
exception of some Subbataruns, for whose consideration we have some-
thing to say another time. By the phrase, ** order of christian worship,"
we do not mean the position of the bodies of the worshippers, nor the
hour of the day in which certain things are to be done, nor whether one
action shall be always performed first, another always second, and apother
aiways third, &c. &c., though in these there is an orderwhich is comely,
apposite, or congruous with the gemus of the religion, and concerning
which some things are said by the apostles ; and, perhaps, ¢ven in some
respects, these things may be determmed with cerlainly as respects the
practice of the first copgreganons of disciples ; but thai there are certain
social acts of christian worship, all of which are to be attended 10 in the
christian assembly, and each of which 1s essential to the perfection of
the whole as every member of the human body isessential to the perfeet
man—is that which we wish to convey by the phrase * order of
christian worship,” These remarks may suffice in the mean time to
prevent misapprehensions ; but in the prosecution of our inquiries every
ambiguity will be completely removed. We shall now repeat the first
position we have t..en—either there is a divinely authorized order of
christian worship in christian assemblies, or there 1s not.

On the supposition that there is not, then the folowing absurdities are
inevitable : There can be no disorder in the christian assembly ; there
can be no error in the acts of social worship ; there can be no innoya-
tion in the department of observances ; thers can be no transgression of
the laws of the King. For these reasons, viz., where there is no order
established there can be no disorder, for disorder is acting contrary to
established order; where there is no standard there can be no error, for
error is a departure or a wandering from a standard ; where there us
nothing fixed there can be no innovation, for tu innovate is to introduce
new things amongst those alveady fixed and estpblished ; and whers
there is no law there cun be no transgression, for a transgression is a
leaping uver or a violating of legal restraints. Those, thea, who contend
that there is no divinely authorized oider of christian worship in chris-
lian assemblies, do at the same time, and musi inevitably maintain, that
there is no disorder, no error, po innovation, no transgression in the
worship of the christian church—no, nor ever can be. This is reducing
ore side of the dilemma to what may be called a perfect absurdity.

But, to make this matter evident to children as well as men, we will
carry it a little farther. One society of disciples meets an the first day
morairg and they all dance ull evening, under tha pretexthat this is the



138 TUHFE CHRISTIAN

happiest way of expressing their joy, and when they have danced them.
selves down they go home. Now in this there is no disorder, error, in-
novation, ot transgression, for there is no divinely authorized order of
christinn worship.  ‘I'he reade~ will observe that we do not suppose
human laws or regulations of ‘any consequence in this matter. Men
may regulate the worship they require forthemselves and for one another ;
and w relation to those: regulations there may be disorder, evror, inno-
vation, and tra  zression. But as none but the Lord can preseribe or
regulate the woiship due to himself and profitable 10 us ; so, if he have
done 1t, human regulations are as vain and useless as attewpts to prevent
the ebbing of the sea or the waxing aud waning of the moon. Butto
proceed : Another soctety meets for worship, and they sing all day ;
another shouts all day ; another runs as jn a race all day; another lies
prostrate on the ground all day ; another reads all day ; another hears
one man speak all day ; another sits silent all day ; another waves paim
branches all day ; ancther cries in the forenoon aad listens to the organ
in the afternoon ; and it is all equally right, lawful, orderly, and accep-
table ; for there is no divinely authorized order of christian worship,
We are then, on the principles of reason, constrained to abandon this
side of the dilemma, and give up the hypothesis that there is no divinely
suthorized order of christiar worship. Now as one of the only twosup-
posable cases must be abandoned, it follows by undeniable consequence,
that there is a divinely authorized order of christian worship in christian
assemblies. .

Our second position we hope to make appear equally strong and un.
assailable. Having now proved that there is a divinely authorized order
of christian worship in christian assembliies, our second dilemma is,
Either this christian worship in christian assemblies is uniformly sthe
same, or it is not. To clear this position of ambigmty, it will be ob-
served that we speak of the assembling of the disciples on the day agreed
upon for the purpose of social worship, and that the same acts of religious
worship ate to be performed on every first day in every assembly of
disciplez, or they are not. If the same acts of worship, or religious
ordinances, or observances, be aitended to in every assembling of the
saints, then their worship is the same, or it is not.

We shall follow the same method of demonstration &s in the preceding
dilemma. We shall take the last of the only two supposable cases and
try its merits. It is not uniformly the same. Then it is different.
These differences are either limited or unlimited.  If they are unlimited;
then it is uniformly different ; and what is uniformiy different has no
order, standard, or rule, and thus we are led to the same ubsurdities
which followed from supposing there was no divinely authorized order
of christian worship ; for a worship uniformly different is a worship
without order. But supposing that those differences are hmited, thoce
limitations must be defined or pointed out somewhere. But they are
not. Now differences that are no where limited or pointed out are un.
limited, and consequeatly may be carried ad infinitum, which is to say
there is no order appointed, and thus we are again encompassed with
the same absurdities.

‘To level this ta everv apprehension, it may be remarkad that the wore
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ship of the Jews, though divinely authorizetl, was tiot uniformly the
same. The worship at the feast of Tabernacles, at Pentecost, at the
Passover, and in different seasons of the year, and even of the Moon,
varied from what wus attended 10 on ordinary occasions. These varieties.
and differences were pointed out in their standard of worship. Hut no.
such varieties are pointed out, no such differences are ordained in any
part of the standard of christian worship. Yet we find amongst the pro-~
fessed christians as great variety existing as amongst the Jews—though
wi.h this difference, that divine authority ordained the one, and human
authority the other. The worship of a clags-meeting, of a camp-meeting,
of a monthly concert, of an associatica, of a sacramental occasion, of a
preparation, and of an ** ordinary Sabbath,” differ as much as the Jewish
Passover, Pentecost, annual atonement, or daily sacrifice. Now there
were in the Jewish state solid and substantial reasons for all these varieties
but in the christian state there is no reason for uny variety. The chan-
giag types of the Jewish religion have received their consymmation, and
now there existe at all times the saume reasons for the same observances.
There is no reason why a society of disciples should commemorate the
death or resurrection of Jesus on one first day more than another. All
the logic or philosophy of the age, as well as the New 'Testament, fails
in producing on: reason. He thatinvents or discovers it, has discovered
a new principle. But we are only establishing or dewronstrating on ra-
tional principles that the worship of a christian assembly is uniformly
the same, and the method we have chosen is that of supposing the con.
trary and reducing the hypothesis to an absurdity, or a -series of
absurdities. In brief, the sum of our remarks on this position is, that
if the worship of the christian church is not uniform'y the same, then it
is occasionally or uniformly different. If uniformly different, then thers
is no established order, as proved in the first dilemma; and if occa~
sionally different, there must be some reason for these varieties; but
no reason exists, therefore a difference without reason is irrational and
absurd. It follows then that there is a divinely authorized order of
christian worship in christinn assemblies, and that this worship is uni-
formly the same, which was to be demonstrated on principles of reason.

These positions are capable of rational demonstration on other grounds
than those adopted ; but this plan was preferred because it was the
shortest, and, as we supposed, the most convincing.

This is onl¥ preparative or intoductory to the essays which are fo
follow upon the ancient worship of the christian church. We are
hastening through the outlines and shall fill up the interior after wa
have given an essay on each of the following topies, They continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine—in breaking of bread——in fellow-
ship—in prayers—praising God. As we have paid more attention in
the general to the apostles” doctrine than to the other items, our nex!
essays will be on the breakiag of breaud, the fellowship, and prayers of
the primitive church.

Hoping that the christian reader will bring all things to the test, and
hold fast that which is good, we bid him adieu for the present.

A C
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PRIMICIVE CHRISTIANITY.

Prixivive Cawistianiry, displayed as the only antidote against Na.
tional - Establiskments, and Ecclesiastical Imposition. | By Jquy
M’Caprxey, Glasgow. pp. 46.

' ( Continued from page 111 )

IV. That pastors should support themselves is further evident, Srom
2he predicted corruptions which would accompany the departure Srom
this practice. Just in proportion as th: offices of Christ’s house are ad-
ministered, according to his directions, will the benefi's be realized
which they are designed to impart. In proportion as these offices ara
corrupied, these beuefits are lost—the anger of Jehovah denounced,
and his judgments threatened We have ample confirmation of this
assertion from the consequences resulting from ihe prostitution of sacred
offices to subserve the carnal interests of the teachers of religion under
a former dispensation, and which have been recorded for our instruction
and admonition. Micah iii. 11 Jer. xxvi. 18 Jer. xxid. 11, 40,
Isa. i 10,28, Mal. ii. 1, 10. Seeing that the prostitution of divine of-
fices brought the wrath of God upon the Jews to the uttermost, who
would have thouzht that, with such an example befure their eyes, any
should have been found atiempting to turn the offices of a kingdom not
of this world, to promotion of worldly interests and carnal gain? Yet
thus writes an Apostle, * There were false prophets amoug the people,
even as there shali be false teachers among you, v ho privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and
shall bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow
their pernicious ways ; by reason of whom the way of trath shall be evil
spoken of : and through covetousness shall they with feigned words
make merchand:ze of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth
not, and their damnation slumbereth not.” 2 Pet. ii. 1, 4. Here tha
Apostle points to the very root of this corruption and apostacy ; even
the covetousness of the carnal heart—the love of money which is a root
of all evil. The Apostle Jude also forewarns Christians of certain
teachers who had crept unawares into the church, and he pronounces a
woe upon them because they had run * greedily after the error of Balaam
for reward.” Jude v. 11.” Paul also forewarns Timothy of perilous
times, when men would not endure sound doctrine; but afier their awn
lusts should heap unto themselves teachers having itching ears; and
should turn away their ears from the truth, and be turned to fables. 2
Tim. iv. 8. Also to the Philippians he writes, “ Brethren, be followers
together of me, and mark them who walk so, s ve have us for an en-r
sample, For many walk of whom I have told you oflen, and now tell
you, even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christi
whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, whose glory is in
their shame, who mind earthly things.” Phil. ii. I7. He also assures
the Ephesian slders, saying * I knaw this that, after my departing,
shall grievous wolves enter in among vou, not sparing the flock. Also
of your ownselves shall meq arise (men in the pastora! office) spenking
perverse things, to draw away disciples afier them. Therefore watch,
and temember that, by the space of three yeare, I ceased not to warn
every one, night and day, with tears.”” Acts xx. 29,31. Theso pas-
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sazes exhibit the Christize  profession corrupted to an eatent ez .ecding
the most fearful asticipations, but which have been truly and lamentubly
yerified in the history of the church to the present duy.

We have thus fur adduced the seripture proofs to show that classiou}
learning is not secessary 1o qualify for presching the gospel, or dis.
charging pastoral duties : thut no church can be completely in order
without a plurabity of pusturs: that 1t is the duty of a church to edify
itself, and the duty of pastors 1o support themselves. ‘The clnims of
pastors to maintenance we have shown 10 be unfounded : First, Because
the seriptures bave no where instituted support to their office ; Second,
Because they are expressly commanded to lubour for their own support ;
Third, Because churches are communded to withdraw from all who
will not with quietness work, and eat thewr own bread 3 and, Fourth, Ue-
cause the scripture predictions ascsibe the rise of Antichristy chiefly to
the departure of Chnistians from this pracu. . Besides these, we have
briefly exposed the fallacious principle of reasoning resorted to in defence
of pastoral claims, and we shall now answor the objections which may
be brought against the foregoing views, by relieving those poassages, ge-
perally adduced in support of the pepular practice, from the perversion
of this principle.

The first of these is the words of the Saviour—Luke x, ¥—¢ The
labourer is worthy of his hire 2 or, as in the parallel passage—NMatt.
x. 10— The workman is worthy of bis meat.” There can bo no dis-
pute that these words wers originally addressed by the Saviour to his
Apostles, and that the right to food and raiment which they authorise,
was granted for apostolic labours. When any one, therefore, is called
upon to leave ull, as the Apostles were, for the purpose of carrying the
gospel to those who have never heard if, tus right may be pled with
propriety. .But where are pastora of churehes called LaBoURERS 11 the
gospel, or PreacuErs of the gospel, i scripture 2 Where are they
cailed upon 10 leave all for their office? To pastors, who merely fill
up the part in the spintual body for which their spiritual gifts have adaps
ted thewn, these words can establish no nght to maintenance. Why ?
Because, first, they refer to preachers of the gospel, and labourers in
the gospel, not to pastors of churches; and, second, because when
applied to pastors, they prove too much, and consequently preve nothing ;
fur, on the same primnetple, every member of a church has a right 1o
support, seeing that they are as inperatively bound as pastorsto exercise
their-gifis for the benefit of the church. x

2d, « Bven o bath the Lord ordained; that they who preach the
gospel shoutd live of the gospel.”” I Cor. ix. 14

‘The advocates-of the popular practice affirm, that these words establish
the right of pastomrs to live by their office. If this is the-Apdste’s
menning in these words, then he has been guilty of laying down twe
laws on the same subject, dametrically opposed to each- others One
law in the twemieth chapter of Acts, thet pastors should live by laboring
with their own hands; and another las mn-theminth chapter of first- €
rinthians, that they should live-by presching the gspsl. How doour
opponents reconoile this nconsistency-? Why, they never yer hava
reconciled it ; andy upon their prineiple of interpretation; e are justic
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fied in sayivg, it sever can be reconciled. But, is the Apostle really
chargeuble with the inconsistency which such an interpretation of his
language involves? No, truly ! These two pas<ages are quite consist-
ent and explicit, when applied to the two distinct classes to whom Paul
originally apphed them. Thut the words, under consideration, refer 1o
apustolic, and to pustural rights, is obvious to every one who will attend
1o the scope of the passage. ‘I'he church at Corinth was infested with a
class, whom Paul denomunates * fulse Apostles, deceitful workers, who
assumed to be Apostles of Christ.”® 2 Cor. xi. 13. The deception of
men, assumed apostolic rights and authority, is not a modern invention ;
but was practised even in the days of the Apostles, and, happily for us,
was by them exposed sad denounced. These men who brought il »
Corinthinas into bonduge, appear to have found Paul’s disinteresied ex.
ample, in laboring three years among them, taking nothing, a great
barrier to the accomplishment of their mercenary purpose. ‘Lo neuw-
tralize the authority of this example, Paul's aposileship was questioned,
obvielsly on the ground, that he did not avail himself of his apostolic
vight. Here the Apostle takes up the objection at the beginning of this
minth chapter, saying, * Am I not an Apostle? Am lnot free > Have
1 not seen Jesus Christ our Lord 2> &c. And, after proving the truth of
the apaostleship, and defending the rights to which it entitled him, at the
fifteenth verse, he gives the grand reason why he had not availed himself
of these rights. * But { have used none of these things ; neither have
I written these things that it should be so done unto me : for it were better
for me to die, than thatany man should make my glorying void. What
is my rewardthen? Venly, that when I preach the gospel, 1 may make
the gospel of Christ without charge, that [ abuse not my power in the
gospel.” ‘I'ne sum of the passage is simply this, Paul’s apostleship
had been questioned ; he repels the insinuation, by indubitable proof of
his apostoiic characler; he defines his right to maintenance on that
ground ; states the reason why he did not avail himself of this right ; ang
that reason was, that he might cut off and invulidate the claims of thoss
who assumed upostolic right; and set an example for pastors to imitate.
2 Cor. xi. 12.  Acts xx. 35.

3. Let tke elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour,
espacially they twho labor in word and doctrine. 1 Tim.v. 17. The
popular view of this passage is, that there are two classes of elders ; one
whnse duty it is only to rule, and another whose duty it is to labour in
ward and doctrine ; and that the term % honour™ signifies remuneration.
We wmight justly ask, where is the institution of these two classes of
elders?  Where are the requisite qualifications pointed out, whereby
each of these classes are to he chosen? Why do those who so explain
this direction, not reduce 1t to practice, by giving the * ruling elder”
half the remuneration of the * teaching elder,” as they call the labourer
in word and ductrine ?  Without dwelling however, upon the absurdities
involved in this interpretation, let us look at the scope of the Apostle’s
reasoujng for the true meaning of these words. In this chapter, the
Apostle has given directions for the regulation of every relative duty,
that cun ever occur in churches constituted according to the primitive
pattern.  He gives instructions concerning the widow first ; directing the
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relatives of such widows in the church 1o mmptan them, that the ehureh
might relieve such as were widows indeed.  He neat enjuins that the
elders who rule well, should be counted woriby of double honour. Now,
it is obvious, that the term BoNoUR must be understood 1n the same serse,
in relation 10 elders as widows; and, f 1t only includesupport to widows
when they are unable to muuntuma thewmselves, 1t can uuly melude sup-
port to elders in similar circumnstances. ‘I'he Aposte, having disposed
of these two classes, alludes 1o a tinrd, whom he styles * lubourers in
word and ductrine,” or wissionaries ; men devoung their time and talents
1 the conversion of sinners, and the spreuad of the gospel, and have left
their homes and secular callings for this important work. In suppert of
the special honour due to such, the Apostle quotes the Old Tesiament
injunction, nut ta muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn;
this rule having a similar application to labourers in the gospel, &stv
Apustles, from the affinity of their work. ''he words therefore, ** let
the elders thut rule well, be counted worthy of double honour,”” include
mainlenance, only when that is necessary tothe proper expression of the
churcl’s respect and esteem ; exactly in the same sense in whichehildren
aie le honour their parents, by supplying therr wants when they are
unable to maintain themselves. And, the special honour due te those
who labour in word and doctrine, anses{rom the sinmlarity of theirlabours
to those of Apostles, and therefore has the same reasons assigned
support of its obligattons.  Such we conceive to be the plain unsephisti-
cated meaning of the words; and in this view, and this alone, they
beaatifully harmonize with the general tenor of scripture ; and by theiwr
plainness, simplicity and universal adaptation, are worihy of their author
and their end.

4. Let him that is laught in the word communicate to him that teacheth,
in all good things. Gal. vi. 6,

These words ave in perfect harmony with the view we have already
given from scripture, uf the night of the Aposiles and others to mainte-
nance. Nothing can be more resaonable, than furthose who received the.
knowledge of the truth, to communicate 0 the temporal necessities of
those who, for their spiriiual benefit, have deprived themselves of the
means of minisiering to their own wanis.  But nothing can be more un-
reasonable, than to quote these words, as is generally done, in support of
pastoral claims. ‘'Fhe command 1s not, ** lat the members of a church
communicate to their pastor, in all good things; but simply, ** let him
that is taught in the word, communicate to him that teacheth.” Teachers
in the word therefore, and not pastors of.churches, are here spoken of ;
and these are carefully disunguished in theenumerauon of giftsand offices.
Eph. iv. 4. Teaching men in the word, necessarily precedes the formn-
tion of churches. or the appointment of pastors, 1f these works, there-
fore, are wrested from their scriptural meaning, and applied to the ex-
ercise of giftswithina church, then it follows, thatas every one is com-
manded to exercise their gifis as well as pastors, in teaching, &c., ¢onsis
tency demands that they should all be supperted. A church isa body
edifying iself, by -exercising the various gifts bestowed by the exalted
Head, for feeding, ruling, teachiog, admonishing, exhorting and building
up, &c. The law for the regulation of every spiritual gift 19 this * freely
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ye have recelved, freely give,” Matt. x. 8. How presumptuous and
impions therefore, to barter the exercise of any spiritual gift for carnal
gain > How inconsistent is 1t to plead, that gifis bestowed for pusioral
purposes give a litle to maintenance ; while all the gilts bestowed for
uther purposes in a charch give none? Let thase who plead fur this
title, produce their authority from the law and testimony, for making
the exercise of pastoral gifts, au exception to this general rule giscn by
the Saviour ; let them furither reconcile this exception, with the plan
injunctions and exainpies which have been adduced froin scripture against
it; and then, but not ull then, ought their claims to be adinitted.

Thesa are all (Le passages, worthy of notice, generally adduced in
defvuce of pastuial claims. They clearly teach christians their duty
lowards those, whose zeal for the conversion of sinnegs, and whose la-
bours 1 spreading the guspel, have deprived them of the incans of
minisiering to their uwn necessities, While, on the other band, such
labourers in the guspel, and teachers of the word, are bound by the pre-
«epls and examples recorded in scripture, to guard against any abuse of
this Christian law ; and, as fur as possible, keep themselves from being
burdensome ; and in every instance 10 manifest, that they are actuated
by the same spirit breathed in. these apostolic words, *“we seek not
youi’s, bat you.” 2 Cor. xii. 14,

(Tobe Continued. )

“GOD LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER.”

“ How is it, Betty,” said an elder of the church to a very poor woman
in Wales, wlio was always observed to contribute something whenever
a collection was taken ; “ how is it I always see you drop sometliay in
the plate? where do you get it?”

¢ Oh, sir, I do not know,” she replied ; * the Lord knows my heart
and my good-will to his cause ; aad somehow or other, whena collection
is to be wmade, Iamsure to have my penny before me; and when it
comes, I put it in the plate.”

* Well,” said he, “you have been faithful in a little ; take this so-
vereign, and do what you will with it."

* A sovereign, sit,” said she; * 1 never had so much money in my
life as a sovereign what shall I do with it2”

“I dare say you will find means of spending it,” said Le, *if your
heartis"devoted to the Lord’s cause.”

Soon after this a man came round to solioit subscriptions for sone be
nevolent object. he went to one of the elders, who gave him a half
sovefuign, and another gave him five shillings ; both of which were re-
gavded as very liberal donations.  Not liking to pass by any member of
the chureh, he asked this poor woman what she would do.

*¢ Pat iy natne down for a soverdign.”

‘A sovereign!™ said he; ** why, where did you get a sovereign from 2"

¢ Oh, sir,” said she, *Igot it honestly : put my name down for 3
govareign,” '

She gave him the govereign, and in about two weeks frum that time she
received a letter from Doctors’ Commons, informing her that a friend had
lgfe her oné hundréd pounds.— Seripture Hlusty ated.”
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PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.

In the first ages of Christianity all Christians were church members,
and there was no church but the Church of Christ. Churches then grow
up under the preaching of the word. All the order and organization that
those churches knew was the simple resuli of obedience to the com-
mands of God. Their faith in Christ led them to tove and obey lum.
Thus engaged in one divine interest, possessed ot the most transcendent
love, they could not remaih apart from each other. They were drawn
together, into oné body. The Chureh of Christ was one—one spirftually,
and one organically.

As long as christian professors continued to cherish the spim of Christ,
thei¢ upionin Christ made thcm one.  There were no Papists, Presbyte-
rians, Methodists, nor any distinguished by any other party name, avhe«
ther wrested from the Scriptures or not. ~ The same names were apph-
cable to them all. The scriptural names, such as samts, discaples,
christians, had not become perveried, and made to gloss the robes of
partyism.

The churches of that period knew no lines of division, but these made
necessary by distance of location ’

If we look into the ehristian religion, as they reecived it, it is made up
of the following variety of parts :

1, Hisforic truths; 2, Prophetic truths ; 3, ©Ordinances ; 4, Moral
prineiples ; 5, Moral and sccial laws , 6, Laws of organizaton and order.

Arswering fo these peculiarities, in the applieation, or what 1s cafled
Praciicat Christianity, is to be sought the following :

1, iaith; ~2, Hope; 38, Profession; 4, Moral self-government;
5, Personal and social conforivity to apostolic precepts ; 6, The Churches
of Christ, by a complete union and cu-operation of all baptized behevers.

We look at the Christian profession, hoping to find Primitive Chris-
tianity. The reception of its history, the belief of ns prophecies, the
futhful observance of its ordinances, a careful adherence to its morak
prineiples, the maintenance of its definite, moral, and social rules, and
the organic union of the whole brotherhood of saints, is necessary tor
primiive christianity.

Without the historie traths of christianity published, there ¢ould -ber
no fgith,  Without its prophetic truths mad?; known, ocluding the pro-
mises which have been and those which are yet 1o be fulfilled, there
could be no hope. Without the ordinances, there would be no distine-
live form of profession  Withoul social laws, there would be nothing to
preservé union and fraternity. Wi hout laws of organization and order,
the cause of Christ would be without the means of perpetuatisg its own
existence. T :

With this view of the subject, we may judge of the imperfections of
the present state of things. The historic parts of christianity Tieed torbe
more read  'Phe propheétic parts ought to be studied with much care and
attention A derangement of the ordinances causes confusion. A
neglect of the great moral principles of christianity makes the christian

profession odions. Observance of its social Jaws and attributés wauld
Vou. }V. L
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lead all christians so to Jove each other, that they would willingly die for
each other’s good. The faithful observance of its laws of organization
and order would cause onz fraternal and organic union of atl christiuns;
and cause them to bring their 1alents, wealth, and ull their means of use.
fulness, and lay them down for use in the one common cause of reno-
vating and saviug the world from ignorance, depravity, and death.
Bradford, N. H., U. 8. A. G. Conines.

REPLY TO * A VOICE TO CHRISTIANS.”

Broruer Eaton—The mission of our Lord Jesus Christ, the preaching
of his Apostles, with all the warnings, instructions and advice lefi-us on
record, prove to us that the design of our Lord in preparing a people for
his name was that they should be perfect, holy, and without blame be-
fore him in love; but mortal man has been subject to apostacy in all
ages and dispensations, The present state of the Church we may be
eye witnesses of ; dnd from the New Testament we learn that the Pri.
mitive Church, even under the care and inspection of the holy Apostles,
was liable to error and division; and it stood in need of their continued
exertions, through the power of the Spirit of God, to the pulling down of
strong holds ; and still there were those in the Church. who did not al-
ways manifest the characteristics of God’s people. Now we do not wish
. to tolerate this state of affairs: by no means ; but shew that the Church
has still the means of reform—the word of God ; and that while we are
pleased with the talenis and remarks of the writer of the article alluded
to, and admit his quotations to be good, and appropriate to the Church in
its present state, as being the word of God and binding thereupon, we
would say respectfully that they receive no additional strength in coming
Jrom one accupying the position of the writer, inasmuch as he has not
obeyed the first principles of the Gospel. We therefore, in love and af-
fection, exhort him and all others in similar circumstances, who have
been more noble than those in Thessalonica in that they have received
the word with all readiness of miad, and searched the Scriptures daily
whether these things were so (Aects xvii, 11), to imitate also the example
of those who when they had gladly received his word were baptized—
and then continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread and in prayers (Acts ii. 41, 42). We feel as-
sured that in this they would bave a two fold advantage ; first, in ob-
taining the remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of
God(Rom. iii. 23), and be ina position to work out their own salvation
with fear and trembling. Phil. ii. 12, 13, 14, 15. And in the second
place, be prepared to consider one another, to provoke unto love and to
good works. Heb. x. 24,25, Their obedience and example correspon-
ding with the Word of God would place them in a high state of useful-
ness, and render their application of Scripture irresistible. -

We notice a remark of the writer : he says ** But in the command of
Jesus Christ that is preached as the door into the kingdom™ &c. Bapiism

we know has been preached by some as the door nto the Church {or
kingdom), but we do not so understand it, for Christ has said, “ I am the
door.” We undersiand that all may come 1o Christ by Faith and Re-
pentance, and put him on by being baptized into him (Gal. iii. 26,27);
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then being in Christ, he as the door will admit them into his Church to
walk in newness of life : ¢ Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, ve-
rily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. * * I am the door: by
me if any man enter in he shall be saved, and shall go in add out, and,
find pasture.” John x. 7, 9. .

In conclusion : * For the time is come that jidgment must begin at
the house of God, and if it first begin at us what shall the end be of them
that obey not the Gospel of God ; and if the righteous scarcely be saved,
where shall the ungodiy and the sinner appear.” 1 Peter iv. 17,18,

Cornwallis, May 5, 1848, W.C. L

IMPORTANCE OF THE SCRIPTURES.

Tue most prosperous periods in the history of the Church will be
found to have been those in which most uttention was paid to the revealed
witl of God.

'The most eminent saints have been the ‘most distinguished for con-
sulting and receiving the Word of God.

When God’s people languish, it is because they have forgotten the
law of the Lord.

When God’s people are incredulous and perplexed, it is because they
are slow to believe the prophets.

Spiritual prosperity bespeaks a reception of the trath irr the love of it.

Daniel pondering the wiitings of Jeremiah, was stimulated to;effeetuat
fervent prayer.

King Josiah's heart became tender on hearing the words of the Law.

David said the Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul,

Paul reasoned out of the scriptures, believing all things written in the
law and the prophets.

Timoethy, noted for ptety, knew the scriptures from his youth.

Peter desires the saints to be mindful of the words spoken before by
the hyly prophets,

John, in the Isle of Patmos, meditating on the word and testimony,
was favored with his celestial visions.

In the eighth chapter of Jeremiah is an account of an awakening
among the ?ews, *hrough the reading of the scriptures, ending in very
great gladness.

In reading the scriptures we are to understand that what God says tor
his saints is not addressed to all mankind. Qverlooking this some have
mlista‘ken the promises to the children of God as being sure to sinners
alone.

If we would be sanetified, we must be sanctified by, the truth. The
word of Godis the truth that sanctifies. Inrejecting any pottion of this,
or living in sin, we cannot be sanctified.—Bible Examiner.

Farrn.—The righteousness of Abraham consisted in the fact, that he
believed God. That was counted to him for righteousness. His faith
ecabled him to hope against hope. He staggered not at the promise of
God through unbeijef, but was strong in the faith, giving glory to God.
To be righteous, we must have such faith as Abraham had. If we thus
believe God, it will be counted to us for righteousness. .
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TO THE BAPTISI' MINISTERS OF NEW BRUNSWICK AND
NOVA SCOTIA.—No. 3.

GenTLEMEN—With all the deference and respect due to your pro-
fession, and the influence which your position gives yvu over a large
number of your fellow citizens, I would again address you. Although
the mouuves which huve acluaied me liave been impugned, and 1 liave
been charged with the ntention of prumotng strife and contenlion
among the Buptists, yet I coufidently appeal to all that 1 have said and
dune as a refutation of tlus and similar charges. * Why not,” say some,
* attack ollier denominations? why write against the Baptists i To
which I reply. Ist. The Baptists as a body, boih preachers and people,
are natives. They are more of an independent body, in many respects,
than any other sect. All the other popular parties are, (0 a very great
cxtent, under foreign influence . they look towards ** Home™ for leadiug
mimsters and * ori:rs in council.”  There are neither foreign Confer-
cnces, Assemblies, or Ecclesiastical Courts to call the Baptists toaccovut
for any change of views or practices. They are therefore in a better
position to liear, and have fewer motives to prevent an impartial exami-
nation of the claims of the Apostles and the Lord Messiah. 2.1 addiess
you hecause I belicve that many of your number are prelly nearly pes-
suaded thut the position which we have tahen in reference to the Bible,
as the only and all-sufficient rule of faith and pracuce, 1s praiseworthy ,
and also, that the views we advaace of Failh, Repentanceand Baptism—
the time and inanuer of seiling up of the present dispensation—the order
of worship in the house of God, and the best means of disseminating the
iruth—are well sustained by the Oracles of God. Before these lelters
are brought to a close, 1 think the most incredulous of your namber—
not even excepting Mr. ——, —will be couriuced that hitle else than
name, association usages, a groundless fear of Leing less useful, or not
se well supported, and a few other minor considerations, prevent a full
and open avowal of preference for the ductrine and practice stigmatized
as “ Campbellism,” 1o the entire renunciation of every thing of human
device found in your system of doctrine. 3. I address you, rather than
write essays on the subjects which I wish to submit for your consideration,
because I have Letter reasons for anticipating a hearing—whether un-
prejudiced or not. I know that many of your number have done what

_ you could to prevent your flocks from reading The Christian, I therefore
speak to yuu, that they may be the more anxiwous to hear what 1 have to
sty. Sowmuch confidence have I in the great principles for which we
plead, that [ haive nu doubt that if we can obtan any kind of a hearing
from those who think for themselves, their faith in present modern sys
tems will be shaken; for a full, usprejudiced, unselfish, examination of
the Apostalic Gospel has always proved fatal to the doctrines and com-
mandments of men.

You must not suppose that the few, in comparison to the number of
Baptists, who rally under the banner of the Ancient Gospel, are the only
persons who.are more or less influenced by oui efforts! By no means.
Where is thare a Buptist Society on the Continent, located in a region
where faithful meu Liave raised their voices for a return to the Apostolig
faith and practice, which does not number among its members many
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who anxiously wish that the * articles of faith™ were cast to the moles
and the bats—that every thing should be inculcated with a ** thus saith
the Lord;” and thus the Jerusalem Church~—the model Church—
practised ! And what must be perfectly obvivus to you also is that this
conviction is first and most firmly fastened on the minds of the members
most intelligent in the Scriptures, and must devoied to the Lord. If any
of you doubt the truth of these dJeclaratiuns, agitate the quesuons in
your public and private meetings on which you and 1 diier, and you
will soon have a demonstrativn of their truth.  Preach out fully what
you practise—that baptism is not for remissiva of sins—ihat the loaf
ought not to be broken every Lord’s duy—that the rich and the poer
ought to be separated in the temple of God (the rich i the place ot
honor and ease, and the poor wherever they can find a place}—that every
brother qualified to instruct and edify the Church ought not, wnen the
Church meets to keep the ordinances, exercise Ius talents for the ad-
vaneement of the cause—that every Church vught not 10 have a plura-
lity of elders &c. Isay if our views on these pownts are erroncous,
openly, fairly, and fully oppese them! These are the onacipal points
on which we differ. Were we to read the scriptures alike on these
points, on nothing else would we have an hour’s controversy, 1 ask
ugain, if these views are notfully sustained by the word of God why not,
viva voce and through your publicatiuns, oppuse them—fur these prn-
ciples are spreading in your Churches, wherever 2 man s found who
has heard them, and reads and thinks for lumself. But what can be the
reason of this silence on these subjects ? The wily and polinc know
that the more these and kindred subjects are aguaied, the less reverence
and respect have those who are capable of examining ihe word of the
Lord, for Baptist usages. To present the people therefore from failing
in love with the Ancient Gospel and order of things, it is much beiter
poliey to say of u , that we ** deny the proper Divinity of Chnist,” and
“ nreach baptismal regeneration,” than (v mawatan eunher the affirmauve
of your constant practices, or shuw wherew vurs are nut consonant wuh
the word of God.

Your efforts then to prevent jyour people giving us a heanng, and
your apparent determinalion to give your readers but one side ot the
question, have compelled me tu the course I have and am now pursuing,
Indeed, the evident fearfulness which you have manifesied to let your
flocks or the community listen without prejudice, has increased my
anxiety that they should have an opportunity of hearing both sides.
And not only so, but when in former years | have read ihe feeble efforts
made hy your greatest men to meet the facts pnd arguments against your
system, 1 have not only been surprised at your weakness, but.astomished
that good men would continue to advocute a system which they could
sustain neither by reason nor revelation. Now 1 hope you will not
be offended by this plainness. 1 am wruing my honest convictions : 1f
they are not warranted by the facis 1 \he case, I wili stand pudhiciy
corrected when the contrary is shewn. 1 would do wroag 10 harbor
such convictions, and not utter them! But an objector says, ** Do yeu
not thus charge the whole of our mimstry with dishopesty 2 ° By no
means. Men have a singular nivde of sausfymng their consciences,
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Many .ppear to reason in this manner : *The Lord has blesseu . .

bours—he would not have duue su if we were not right, the peuple must
have obluined remission of sins befure their immersion, or they would
not have Leco su huppy , breahing bread every Lord’s day is inconve.
mient and expeusive, uud all our Churclies bave not pastors, and it would
be taking the work wul of the hands of the specially called and sent
preacher 10 urdain * elders iu every Church® to watch over the flock &ec.,
and tu encourage every wae tu cultivate his talents so as to be uble to
exhort ou every suitable vccus on, would be the sure way to bring the
guspel miuistry into Cuulempt, and thus in the end more injury than
good would be the resuli.”  Now in this hind of reasoning thiere is much
plausibility , and hence I cousider that the Buptisi ministers generaily,
sincerely tunk that their usages are betier adupted io the present state of
thiugs than the order established by tie Jerusalem Thurch (Actsii. 38,
-42.)  How can | present such cuivictions when 1 reiicci upon the course
puisued by your lcading wen duiing the last ten years. When I first
heard Mr. Roliusun, uof this (ity, exhurt the people to “ repent and be
baptized for reunission of sins,” and saw Lim receive individuals fur the
ordinance i .. way differing entircly from the Baptist Churches of Nova
Scotia and ..o Cuued Staies with which I had furmed an acquaintance,
¥ thought he meant whal he said, und that he woulil soon Le ir the ranks
of the reformation! [le appeared (o be the most influential minister in
this Province, and as Le left the impression on my mind that he was a
man of talenti—well read in Gieck and Hebruw , and his having been
a Presbyterian mwister for sonie time before his immersion into the
Bapust cause, I had no doubt that he was a fine classical scholar. |
had formed a most favorable opinion of his characier as a christian and
a geatleman, from all that I had heard about him, and especially from
the friendship he always manifested for my breth.en in this City in ge-
nesal, and myselfl in particular. All these considerations gave me cou-
rage to address him in the most public manner that I could, although I
deemed his talents and advantages far beyond my most sunguine hopes of
attainment. I addressed three short letters to him through the first vo.
lume of The Chrnistian, in the most respectful manner that 1 could.
The design of baptism-—the necessary prerequisites—the manner of re-
cewving members into the Church—were the principal points : 1 never
heard that any oue expressed any disapprobation of the manner in which
he was addressed. But Mr. R. instend of correcung what he deemed in
them erroncous through the pages of The Chrisuan, subjected himself to
the expense and incouvenieuce of sending his letters to Halifux to find a
place m the Christian Messenger ; and gave subsequently as a reason
that he was fearful The Christian would have found a circualation among
the Bapusts had his leuters been first published in it. That fact gave me
new courage. If, thought I, Mr. R., the greatest preacher we have in
New Brunswick, has so lutle confidence in his senliments and in his bro.
therhood that he 1s fearful of having the feeble efforis of one so illiterate
and desutyte of educauonal advaniages as we, goout side by side with
his studied producuons, put forth by a mind long trained to closs and ac-
curate nvestigaiion 1n lus preparation for the Presbyterian nunistry, and
then -much additional reading, thought, and investigation in his transition
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w the linie company. of Baptists then in Charlutte Cuunty , o, I repeat,
effuris so_feeble are made underail these circumsiances by a maa su weil
quaified for a great work, it must be that he has the wrong side of the
question. I can stand ap side by side wih him on the pages of The
Christian, or any where else, for truth holds me up. I ‘then sharpened
my pen, and wrote three rejuinders. "They have been long befure-the
public. I hupe nu one wiil charge me with boasuag, until they read the
whole of them, if I express an opinion that they have never yet been
answered. It is unnecessary, aflur recent uccurrences, to add that the
Messenger would neither publish any thing I wrote, or even send mea
paper containing what was writtenagainstme. I was the hope and the
expectativn of not a few of the feiends of free discussion, that the Chris-
tian Visitor (published in this City) would have pursued & course more
honorable and magnanimous than the Messenger , especially as it was
generally supposeﬁ that Mr. R, would be a principal adviser if oot a co-
editur.  In our former discussion he appeared v be grieved if not disap-
puinted that the Messenger shuuld treat me so ungentlemanly, as neither
to comply with his request, to publish that to which he wrote a re-
ply, nor to sead a paper containing the letters addressed to me!
But although we have sent The Chnstian, with ** please exchange™
written on it, o the office of The Visitor, yet] never see itonly when 1
visit friends who take it. the editor sent me but the copy which con-
tnined his delectable review.

So much for the history of my controversy with your fraternity, and
the mutives that influence me in these effuris. 1 shall now go inlo &
eareful examination of a few of your disungwshing peculiarities, and
contrast your views of Justification by Faith alune with the teachings of
ihe Divine Oracles. I dosu with a desire to elicit truth, May the Lord
over-rule all our errors and mistakes fur his giury, and forgive all our
transgressions | W, W, B

Mr. Magoon, of Ciacinnatti, at the anniversary of the Baptist Bible

Society in New York, took occasion in an address to describe the sart
. of preachers needed at the West:

“ The education soaked in from the cutside, like a Thompsonian bath,
is useless there. There is no field for such preachers. Black-board
knowledge and Latin rodts, emptiness in the head, green glasses over
the eyes, dyspepsiain the stomach, and a diploma in the hand, do not
suit the people—they want what the Scotch call * gumption,”—they
want men Lke flying artillery, who know how to fire in the hottest of
the fight, There is no need to wait for & church to’ cull a pastor in the
West; he can call his church himself. With a log cabin for a vestry,
he can have around him a cathedral whose arches were wrought and
wreathed, whosa roof was adorned in the way the temples of Greece
never aaew—the blue sky is visible hrough its dome, the setting sun
streams in between uts pillars, and there, in a garbas simple.as the sublime
truth he tells, he can preach the Word of Life ; there is.noneed of fine
linen in double quantity—linen under and linen over his gatmem—le
will not need two shirts.”
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[From the Clpistian Record.]
JESUITS,

Jesuirs, or as they are sometimes called *¢ The society of Jesus,” onc
of the most celebrated monastic orders of the Romish church, was founded
in the year 1540, Ignatius Loyala, who was born in 1491, of a noble
family, in the Spanish province of Guipuscoa. In 1521, he was severely
wounded at the siege of Pamf{eluna. The result of his medijations ona
bed of pain was, sorrow for his past wicked life, and a determination to
devote Eimself to works of piety. But in the universal moral darkness
that pervaded all christendom, 1t was difficult for Ignatius to determine
what he ought to be engaged in But he guessed at it as well as he
could, and began by peifurming a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. After this
he studied at Alcala, Salamanca and Puris, and began to presch and
make disciples. At firsthe was opposed, and imprisosed ; but at length
the Pope, in 1540, gaye his sanction ‘o the new Order which Loyola
had establi-hed, and appointed him its first general. He died in 1556,
and was canonized in 1622, and up to the present time he is regarded
and inyoked as a saint! ‘The plan upon which thissociety was organized,
he affirmed was suggested to him by the immediate inspiration of heaven.

t was a fundamental maxim with the Jesuits, from their first institu-
tion not to publish the rales of their order, but kept them concealed.
“They never communicatod \hem to strangers, nor 1o the greater part of
their own members; they refused to produce them when required by
courts of Justice to do so. During the prosecutions, howsever, which
have been carried on agaiust them in Portugal and France, the Jesuits
have been so inconsiderate as to produce the mysterious volumes of their
institute, the X onita Secrefa, copivus extracts from which may be seen
in the British Review for 1815.

By the aid of these authentic records, the principles of their govern-
ment may be celineated, and the sources of their power investigated,
with a degree of certainty and precision which previous to the event, it
was impossible to attain.

The primary object of the order, says a writcrin the Edinburgh Ency-
cloptedia, was to establish a spiritual dominion cover the miods of men,
of which the pope should be the csiensible head, while the 1eal power
should reside with themselves. 'To accomplish this cbject, the whole
constitution and policy of the order were singularly adapted, and exhi-
bited various peculjarities which distinguished from all other monastic
orders. The immediate design of every other religious society was to
separale its members from the world, that of the Jesuuts, to render them
masters of the world.

The inmate of the convent devoted biumself to work out his own sal-
yation by extraordinary acts of devotion and self-denial; the follower of
Loyola considered himself as plunging into all the busile of secular af-
fairs, to maintain the interest of the Romish church. 'The orders of
monks, were retited devolees; but the Jesuits were chosen soldiers of
the Pope. They attended no precessions, and practised no austerities.
They netther chanted or prayed. *“ They cannot sing,” said their ene-
mies, * for birds of -prey never do.” They were sent forth to watch
every transaction of the woild which might appear to affect the interests
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of religion, and were especially enjoined to study the dispositions and to
cultivate the friendship of personsin the higher ranks.

Loyola, influenced perhaps, by the notions of implicit obedience which
he had derived from his military profession, resolvea that the government
of the Jesuits should be absolutely monarchical. A general chosen for
Jife, by deputies from the several provinces, possessed supreme power,
extending to every person, and applying to every case.

Every member of the order, the very instant he entered its pale, svr-
rendered all freedom of thought and action ; and every personal feeling
wassuspended by the interests of that body to which he had auached
himself. e went wherever he wasordered ; and performed whatever he
was commanded., le suffered whatever was enjoined; he became a
mere passive instrument, incapable of resistance. The gradauon of
ranks, was anly a gradation ia slavery ; and sv perfect a.despousm over
alarge body of men, dispersed over the face of the earth, was never be-
fore realized. ) ‘ -

The policy of the order was ezpediency in its most extended and hi-
centious form. The paramount and charactenistic uf the order from
which none of its members ever swerved, underany circumstances, was
simply this, that its interests were 10 be promoted by ail possible means,
and atall possible expense. They adopted the spint of accommodation
inall their missionary undertakings; and their chnstiamity, chameleon-
like, readily assumed the color of every religion where 1t happened to be
introduced. They freely permitted their converts to retain & full portien
of the old superstition, and suppressed any pointin the new faith which
was likely to bear hard on their prejudices or propensines. They pro-
ceeded to still greater lengths, and besides suppressing the truths of
revelation, devised the most absurd falsehoods, to be used for attracting
disciples, or even to be taught as parts of christianity. A Jeswit o India
produced & pedig: 2 to prove his own descent from Brahma ; and another
in An.erica, assured a pative ehief that Christ had been a valiaot and
victoriqus warrior, who, in the space of three years, had scalped an in-
credible number of men, women and children! It was, In fact, their
own authority which they sought to establish,.and not true religion. And
true christianity was just as little known, when they had quitted their la-
bors among heathen nations, as when they commenced the work.

# A protean.inbe, one knowsnat what to call.
Which slufts to every form, and shines n all;
Gramymarian, painter, auger. rhetorician,
Rope-duncer, conjurer, fiddler, and physician,
All trades his awn, yourhungry Greekling conuts.”
Girrorp.

They labored long and bard to qualify themselves to become teachers
of youth, and at length succeeded in supplanting their oppone’ 'sin every
Catholic country. In the next place they airred to become the spirityal
directors of the higher ranks, and succeeded in establishing themsalves
in most-of the courts which were attached to the papal faith, not only. as
the confessors, but frequently as the guidesand mimisters of superstitious
princes! The progress of the order, though slow at first became rapid
at'the end. of half-a century. - A

When Loyola, in 1540, petitioned the Pope to authonisc the institution
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of the Jesuits, he had only ten disciples, but in 1608, the numbcr
amnented to ten thousund five hundred and eighty vie! And befure
the expiration of the sixtrenth cemury, they had obtaiued the chief di
rection of the education of youth in every Catholic couutry in Europe,
and became the confessors of almost all its noblest monarchs! In spite
uof their vow of poverty, their wealth increased with their power; aud
they soon rivalled in the value and extent to their pussessiuns, the mos:
opulent of the monastic fraternities.« About the beginning of the seven.
teentli cenlury, they obtained from the court of Madrid the grant of the
large and fertile province of Paraguay, whicl siretches across ihe southern
continent of America, frum the rmountains of Potosi to the banks of the
river La Plata.

In the reizgn of Louis XIV they reached the summi: of their power and
prosperity.  But their glory was soon after obscured. Before the fall of
the Port Royal Semiaary, the ¢ Provisional letiers of Pascal,™ had beca
prablished, in which the quibbling morality and unintelligible metaphysics
of the Jesuits were exposedin a strain of inimitable humor.  The im-
pression was deep and wide, and gradually sapped the foundation of pablic
opinion on which the power of the order had hitherio rested. Voltaire
afierwards directed «gainst them all the powers of his ridicule, and finished
the piece that Pascal lad shewched. Their power had come to a very
low ebb when the war of 1756 broke out, which occasioned the famous

law-suit, which led to their final overthrow.
(7o be Continued. )

DOMESTIC PIETY.

Parents, if your children do not meet with a spirit of piety in your
houses ; if, on the contrary, your pride consists 10 surrounding them
with external gifts, introducing them into worldly society, indulging all
theic whims, letling them foillow their own course, you wiil see them
grow vain, proud, idle, disobedient, and extravagant. They will treat
you with contempt ; and the more your heart is wrapped up in them,
the less they will think of you. This is seen Lut too oflen to be the case,
but ask yourselves if yomare not responsible for their bad habits and
practices, and your consciences will reply that you are; tha you are
now eating the bread of bitterness which you have prepared for vour-
selves. May you learn thereby how great is your sin against God, in
neglecting the means which wers in your power for influencing their
hearis, and may others take warning from jour misfurtuaes, and bring
up their children in the nurture and admonition of thg Lord ! Notung
is more eflectual in doing this, than an example of Jdumesiic piely.
Public worship 15 often too vague and general fur children, and does nat
sufficiently interest them ; as to the worship of the cluset, they do not
yet understand .. A lesson learned by rote, if unaccompanied by any
thing else, may lead them to look upon rcligion as a stady, like those of
foreign languages or hustory. Here, as every where, and niore than
elsewhere, exampie 1s mure effectual than precept. They are noi merely
to be taught out of sume elementary book that they musi'love God, ba
you masi shew them hai God is foved. I they observe that no worship
15 paud 10 *he God of whons hey hear, the very best nstrucuons will
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prove uscless, bul by meauns of family worship, tiese young plants will
giow ‘irke u trce planted by the rivers of water that bringeih. furth us
iruit in season ; its leaf alsu shall not wither.”  Your children may leave
e parentai rouf, but they will remember in foreign lards the prayers of
ihe paternal roof, and those prayers will protect them. * Ifany, ’says
ihe scripware, * have children or nephews, let them learn to shew piety
athune.  But if any provide not for his uwn, and especially for those of
his owa house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”
And whai delight, what peace, what rcal happiness a Christian family
wil find in erecung a fawily altar in their midst, and in uniting ro offer
up & sacrifice to the Lord ! Such is the occupation of angels in heaven,
and blessed .ave those who anticipate those pure and immeortal joys!
*Behuld how good and pleasant it is for breihren to dwell together in
umty. Iuis like the precicas cintment upon the hivad, that ran down
apunt the beard, even Aaron’s beard; that went dowan the skins of his
garments, as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended.upon
ihe moumains of Zion; for there the Lord commandeth the biessing,
even lif: evermore.” O whata new grace and life, piety gives 1o &
family ! Io & house where God is forgotten, there s rudeness, ill-hu-
mour, and vexaivu of spirit.  Without the knuwledge and love of God,
s family is but a coliection of individuals who may have more or less
nataral affectivn fur one another ; but the real bond, the love of God our
Father in  Jesus Christ our Lord is still wanting. The poets-are full of
beautiful descriptions of lomestic life; but alas ! how different the pic-
lures are from reality! Sometimes there is 2 want of confidence in the
providence of God; sometimes there is a love of riches ; at others,n
difference of characier ; an opposition «of prigciples. O, how many
wreubics, how many cares there are in the bosom of families !
Domestic piety will prevent all these evils, it will give perfect confi-
"dence in that Gud who gives food to the birds of the aic.—Chris, Citizen.

PRAYER OR COMMUNION.WITE GOD.

Tais is the spirit of the spirit of true religion. Without communion
wih Gud there is nodung gained by faith or hope, by promises or cum-
mands, by professions, confessions, or institutions, This is the sanclum
sanctorum, the holy of hulies, the inmost temple of religion. This was
lust by Adam, and if we do not gain this by Messiah we have gained noih-
ing but & name. But what &s communion with God? Leius ask, foril-
wstration, what is communion wich man? The reciprocation of commoen
senument and cominon feeling. Language fails to define its intimacies.
Two sentimental spiriis in conversation with_each other is its best illus-
irauon—two spifits of kindsed thought and kindred interests pouring into
exch other the overflowings of congenial views, feelings, desires.

Speech with us is the channe! of thought. In this chanael betwixt man
and man flows every sentiment, feeling, and desire. And it is nut only
Jde circuiating medium of spiritson earth, dweliing in houses of ¢lay ; but
«1s the medium of canverse *twixt Godand man. Armyeu in words of
auman ianguage the Eternal Spirit appears to man oot aow uniy , for in
Eden, bivoming i primevai beauty and infiocence, the voice of God, in
haruuines sweetor than pature koows, fell apon that ear not yot pelluted
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with the serpent’s poisonous breath. Since then God has spoken to may
through the mediation of angels, celestinl and terrestrial; by prophets
w times of old; and 1n later ages by his Son. “The stipulated signs of
human thought are the stipulated signs of all divine ideas suggested 1
man. God now speaks to us in his written word, and we speak to him in.
our prayers. Thus we have communion with God through his Holy
Spirtt which isumparted to us. It we bsten to God when he speaks (for
he speaks first as 1t becomes him) he promises to listen to us.  Butif we
hear not him, he hears not us. What an honor tobe admitted into theau.
dience of the Almighty Fatheruponsuch gracious terms! We hear the
recorded words of God spoken by him throughangels,!putriarchs, prophes,
apostles, his own Son ; and thus having given our ears for & while to the
voice of God, we lift up our voice. We utter our adoratrons, confessions,
thanksgivings, petitions, and our unconditional submission to the will, au
thority, wisdom and gooduess, mercy and love of him * who is,and was,
and evermore shall be ! 'Thus our spirits ascend to the heavens and
commune with God. Thisis the dehginfut fellowship which the christian
indeed has with the Fatherand with lis Son Jesus Christ ; * praying ol
ways, with all prayer and supplication in the spirit ;” in the closet, by the
way, ia the field, morning, noon, evening, he prays * without ceasing.”

* My voice shalt thou hear 1n the mormng, OLord! In the morning
will { direct my prayer to thee, and will look up.” *In the morning
shall my prayeranticipate thee.” ‘¢ As for me, I will call upon Ged, and
the Lord shall save me. Evening and morning, and at noon, wil} I pray
and cry aloud, and he shail hear my voice.” **Seven times a-day do |
praise thee because of thy righteous judgments.” ¢ His praise shall be
continually in my mouth.”  * By Jesus let us offer the sacrifice of praise
continually.” 'L'hus speak the saints of both Testaments.

Men may tatk about religion, about sound doctrine, about ordinances,
about institutions, about every thing present and future ; but without this
communion with Gad, this habitual devotion of mind, these conslant as-
pirations, ejaculutions, and soarings to the ihrone of mercy and favor, man
is unfit for heaven, and unworthy of the christian profession. A zealdl
he may be, orthodox in doctrine, moral in demeanor ; but he wants the
life and power of christianity. Meditation on what God has spoken to
us, and the outpourings of our spirit to him 1s to the moral man what
free respiration in a pure atmosphere 1s to the physical man—life, bealth,
vigor, beauty. )

These musings remind me of a devotional reading of the 12th chapter
of the Epistie to the Romans, which was heard from the closet of an
Israelite indeed, reported by a brother who dated his conversion from it
Asa specimen which illustrates the above remarks we shall transcribe it
from our pocket-book of memcranda. He read from the common ver
sion, and mingled his readings with the following ejaculations :—

«] beseech you, therefore, brethrer, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, haly, acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable service.” [Yes, Lord Jesus, it 1s most reasonable that I
give myself to thee ; not my body only, but my soul ; for hadst thou not
made thy soul an offering for my sins aad given thyself for me, |
had sacrificed myself to my lusts and sold mysclf for vanity. My body,
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Lord, is thine—a living sacrifice dffered by my soul to thee. O sanctify
itwholly ] *“ And be notconformed to this woild; but ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.” [From the lusts of the flesh, the
lusts of the eye, and the pride of this life, which are of this world—0
my Father and my God, deliver me! And let my mind, O Saviour!
reflect thy moral image as thou didst reflect on me the brightness of thy
Futher’s glorious image.]. .
+ [Here'is a hialus of siz verses.]

w9. * Letlove be without dissimulation ; abhor that which is evil, cleave
to that which is good.” [O Lord! thy love to mankind was without dis.
simulation! so let my love to the saints and my good will to mankind
ever be!] * Be kindly affectioned one 10 another, in honor preferring
one another.” [May my affection for the saints be as tender andas kind
as was that of thy servant Paul, who endured all things for their sakes;
and always may I rejoice o see them honored, and to honor them without
one envious thought. Lord, thou knowest my natural pride and froward-
ness ; may Iregard myself as nothing, that thou muyest be all.] Not
slothful in business.” [May I rise betimes and redeem time, ibatl may
by industry i my family, provide for my honsehold, and have something
logive him that needs ; and while I do so may [ be ferventin serving the
Lord!” *¢Rejoicing in hope” [of being uelivered from the bondage of
corruption and the gvils of this life ; may I ¢ be patient in tribulation,”
and “ continua instant prayer.”] * Distributing to the necessity of saints,
given to hospitality.” ~ [O Lord, may thy poor saints share my bounty,
and may 1 be often honored with showing hospitality to thy people. May
they who know me regard my house as thine, and ever feel themselves
athome under my roof. Lord bless the labor of my hands and prosper
the industry of my family, that I may have it in my power to be more
like thes, who went about on carth doing good !]

“Bless them which persecute you ; bless, and curse not.” [Heavenly
Father, forgive all my enemies, if enemies 1 have, and reconcile them
to thyself for Jesus® sake !]  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep.” [)Lord! may I be more full of thy divine
sympathy !] * Be of the same mind one to another. Mind not high things;
condescend to men to of low estate.”” [Deliver me, O my God ! from
the spirit of this world! May I choose rather to suffer afffiction: with
the people of God, than to enjoy the company of those called great and
noble here. May I never be ashamed of the poorest.of thy poor, but
esteem them as rich jn faith and heirs of the kingdom !}

“Be not wise in your own conceits.”™ [Lord save me from conceit!
May I have a due régard to the attainments of others, and respectthe gifis
of wisdom and knowledge which thou hast vauchsafed them. To. ®no
man let me recampense evil.””] * Provide things honest in the sight of
all men.” [May I not only be honest in fact, in eating, drinking, and
wearing my own, labors,’ (and when 1 give may it be my own which I
give,) but may I, by my diligence in business and constant industry, ap-
pear to-all men to be honest, lest I should bring reproach upon thee, O
Lord! and may I be hororable in my dealings with all mankind !]

“If it be possihle, as muck as lieth in you live peacenbly with alimen.”
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[May the God of peace enable me to live peaceably with all mankind
May [ rather suffer wrong than be over-righteous w exacting what mere
justice awards me, and by cuwility, cuurtesy, and all manner of kindness
rather propitiate than irrvate the evil tempers and dispositions of men.)

“Deaily belaved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place to wrath:
for itis written, Vengeanceis mine; [ wiil repay, smith the Lord.  There.
fure, if thine enemy hunger, {ved bim ; 1f he thirst, give him drnk: for
in so doing thou shalt heap cuals of fire upon his head.  Be not overcome
of evil, but uiercome evil with good.” [0 Lord! thisis a lesson not easily
learned. May 4 in spirit aud i (ruth cultivate this teroper; and when|
am injured by my fellow-man, may I not take thy weapons mto my hand,
nor assuine what belongs to thee, the avenger of them wha suffer nghte.
ously. May the example of thy martyr Stephen,and of my Saviour, be
ever befure me in suchtimesof trial  And when I have an opportumty of
requiting good to them who have injured me, may [ do it not 1n appesr
ance only, but in reality and with all my heart! Lord Jesus, may thess
excellent precepts, all of which my soul approves, be written on my
heart, that I may from the leart yicld obedience to thep all 1’}

"This is a pretty fair specimen of that communion with God, and wih
bis Son Jesus Christ, enjoyed in reading lus word and mn calling upon his
name. This is a way of reading ihe holy oracles which commends 1tself
10 all ; and incomparably transcends all commentators in giving to the
mind the true meaning of the word, und 1n confirmmng it in the fasth of al
its exceeding great and precious promises. Prayer without the use of
mneans necessury 1o ihe object desired, and the use of means without
prayer, must be equally uusuccessful to the attainment of christian ex.
cellence. A, €

HOW SHALL I ACT MY PART?

BY D. AMBROSE DAVIS,
+  Shalt I be foremest on the field, Or with the proud physician's part
‘The warnor’s part to play, 1 boast of matchless skill,

And there the gleaming falchion wicld,
My brother man to shay ?

And thus a reinforcement send
The monrner’s ranks to fill,

Then ask my God to be my friend,
And send me blessings suli?

Or if I at God’s altar stand
‘To breathe 8 faithlessprayer,
And clauu that by Divine command
I take my station there,
And fan the Bible with my breath,
To prove my doctrines true,~
What will be due nre after death,
For work I thas may do ?

If Udo stand in lordly state
Professor of the laws,
And hit my voice in high debate
To gain the warld’s applause,
Shail I be able thus to prove
‘That I am just and trae 7
Will God loak down in kindest love
To witness what [ do?

Professing snper-human art
In serving whom I will;

While holding thus the mystic charm
To make the wounded whole,

Oh! shall I find the healing baln
'To soothe my wounded soul?

Though I am lord of boundless lands,
And countless golden ore,

And grasp m my unworthy hands
The utles of the poor,

And thus I send my name abroad
O’er ali the land and sea,

How will it plead my cause with God!
How will it auswer me? .

O, let me stand as Jesus stood
To act that {mithful part?

Let me go out to fight for God,
With pure and perfect heart!

O, let me fight as Jesus fought,
Unyielding "ull I dia!

Yes. let me act as Jesus taught,
Tl down in death e’
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GOOD ZEALOUS LABORERS WANTED.

REQUESTS are coming in from various quarters that 1 should remove
thither and take the field os a proclaimer.  Brethren thiuk that a greater
and better field presents itself thon the ong in which I now am. ~They
may be 1ight, but variyus circumstances demand my presence here—at
luast till the present volume of The Clristian is completed. [ am, how-
ever, making continued cAurts to get several young men iuto the field
with whom 1 have for some time been in correspondence. Tiwo have
promised to co-uperaie with me. They will be ready 1o enter upon their
labors some time during the months of July and August. They are tried
young men as to christian character and depurtment.  As teachers and
preachers they are yetio be proved. Sume of vur vpponcnissay that we
are dependent on the **Secis™ for all our devotional preachers. We
trust in the Lord and the word of his grace for a demonstration of the
falsity of this slander. The young men alluded to have never been
snder any other teaching or influence but the apostolie gospel. They
are, therefore, (to use a political plirase) ** dyed in the wool ;™ and we
hope much from them. They will labor in Nova Scotia where most
needed.  Others are seeking a preparation for the field. May many be
saised up who shall Le mighty in the scriptures. We greatly need holy,
self denying, studicus, zealous young men, willing to spend and be
spent for the upbuilding of Zion, and the salvation of sinners. The
church should pray for such laberers, and when she ob'ains an answer
1w her prayers, she ought, at least, to feed and clothe them in such a
manner that they slall feel no anxiety about any thing save the spiritual
and eternal well being of the human family. It is the duty of thechuich
to sound out the word of the Lord to those who have not yet received it
Those who will not go to the world in person and teach them the way
of salvation, they certainly should by proxy. Every christian must
preach the gospel to those who have not received it, or supply the wants
of those who will! Let every one, therefore, determine which he will
do if he would have the judge say * well donegood and faithful servant.”

W. W. E.

PLAN FOR SUPPORTING MISSIONARIES.

SerciaL attention is requested to ¢ Condono’s” plan forraising a fund.
In our hasty remarks this point was forgotten. We cannot now write
our views on the subject as we hope to at some future time. We will
merely add thatin supplying the poor saints, the ancient corigregations
of the Lord co-operated. A precedent has, therefore, been furnished
of the combined action not only of individuals, but of churches; and if
for the temporal good of the disciples who can say 2ay to such a co-
operation for the spiritual well-being of men perishing in their sius ?
Every lover of God and the word of his grace is continually praying,
“Lord what wilt thou have me to do'” W, W. B

Lereers Receven.—G. Garraty (2), A. Greenlaw, C. Dealtry, W.
Harvey, M. Wallace, G. E. Barnaby (4), W. Ruddick, T. Myleﬂ., Ww.
A. Stephens, J. B. Barnaby (2), C. M'Millan, A. Campbell, W. M'Do-
nald, R. Philps, C. Stevenson. ) .
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REQUEST~NOTICE TO OUR KIND PATRONS OF 1847, ETC,

C.rRESPONDENTs would do us a faver and rolieve us of sume anxiety,
'f in sendlng in sabscribers, making remittances, S.c., they would write
unanes and post office address legibly, and alsv who of the lasi year's
patrons wish a continuance." .

So much confidence huve we in the honesty of those whu unsolicited
ra‘d in advance last year, that we should be extremely happy to send
them The Christian for this year, though we should not receive pay uniil
dutman  The work is being printed in anticipation of their cyntinued
patronage  Will our agents and friends inform any who have receive
but the first number of the present volame that the only reason s, we
did not wish to fax them with the postage or in any other way upuil we
knew whether they wished a continuance or not. = Where several Co.
pics were taken last year we have contivued to send at least vne cop
although we heard fruw no one, 10let that indiv.dual know, and throug
him our former patruns, what we are doing. Wil such recipients exert
themselves to get as many readers as they can?

Tar Crristian PsaLmsst.—A very fine copy of this work has been
sent to us, we know not by whom, but suppose that we are indebted 1o
brother S. W. Leonard for the donation, as we learn from brother A.
G. Comings, that he has four copies in his hands for us forwarded by
brother L. When they are received we will give them a further noice.
In the meantime, however, we would say to our teaders thai the Psalmist
confains some four hundred pages, on which are neaily printed upwards
of four hundred ood [Iymns, and about two hundred and fifty tunes
The book is well suited for a Hymn Book or a Nute Buuh fur Schools of
singing choirs. ‘The music is written jn round, palent notes, and aiso in
numerals. The latfer style is a great improvement in writing music,
From six to twelve lessons under a competent teacher in numerals wil
enable the pupil to read music with greater facility than fifty lessons
the usual system. Price from half a dollar to a dollar, according to the
binding, W. W. E.

Easuyo Msrro’s communication came duly to hand. A hasty read.
ing left the irnpression that it was not fit to lay before our readers. We,
however, placed it on file for areperusal. It has just received a cares
ful examination, and we confess that we have not the courage to josert
such an article. Neither the matter nor the manner of the subject is
suited fo a dignified religious publication. And yet there 15 no man in
the canntry whom we prize more highly than the writer] To convineg
him that we are not wanting in courage to publish any thing agawst our
sentiments, we will pledge ourselves to give him a full hearing, and be
may write as severely as he chooses, he may buffet our views with all
his nright, providing he will write in a dignified manner, suable to the
importance of the subject. Should he, however, afier mature delibe-
raton still insis* on the insertion of ihe article -now before us, and.give
his'real name 1o the readers of Fhe Christian, we will publish his letter
entire. W, W B

Gospel Proclamation—March Number—has not made s appearance.




