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Tov an Address from the Leglslatlve Assembly of the ch Aprxl, 1853 3
entatlons and sugcrestlons, yvhlch the

for Coples of all Reports, rcpres

Inspectors of Schools may | have xnade or addressed to the Supermtendent
of Educatxon for Lower Canade., as well as of all Correspondence which '
tendent and Inspectors smee

” may have taken plaee between the Superm

the appomtment of the lattelj. - ;‘ SRR 1 |
I "By Command.t R
7“\‘ ~ ,7“] ‘,J,'i‘ . 77“ ‘7“‘7 o !(Slgned) ‘v‘_‘ i
I i G 7 b 7 i;,v A N ‘ . Secretal’y. i
oot ‘.“ 1‘4 3‘ . "m . “‘,“‘ . b

SEchARY 5 Ormcn,w EOTERERY : E ‘
ot Quebec, 27th Apnl, 1853. LT e

W “w,»,y , g

REPORT of the Supeemtendent of Edneanon, eeeompanymnr the Reports n
“of the’ Inspectors of Schools; and the Correspondence which has taken ‘u

place between the Snpermtendent of Edueatlon and the Inspeetors of .

Sehools, smce they have been in offlee.‘ PO AR R
[Trdnslalzon.] ! : T e
| ‘ ; OEFICE oo' EDUCATION, . o
R S Montreal 20th Apnl, 1853.«‘ o

Hon. A N. MonrN, o

. Provincial Secretary, &c. Q,uebec. 1," ‘, L I SN
Su‘,—I have thc ‘honor to, transnnt to_you herewith, for the Leglslatwe Assem- T
and of the, correspondence. | .

bly, copies of the Reports of the Inspectors of Schools, ‘
- wluch has' passed betieen these Pubhc Ofﬁeers and the Departmentxof Educatxon,“ N

ince they came mto oﬁ'lce. SRR ‘ e




16 thdliae.] | ‘,Appendlx (J J) i

‘," ' L B “u‘wy?l““ "“""“‘" I [ B
As it was expcdlent to accomp'my thexr vmous and numerous documents mth‘ "t

an- cxplnnatory report,! and’ with certain reflections ‘on the’ lmportant subJect w}uch

‘engages our attentlon, I have not failed ito perform that duty., ' T

I have now. to’ request, that you wﬂl be pleased to submxt 1t at tbe eame txme to
the kind conmderauon of the Assembly R T AR K AR O

el

""" Thave the, honor to be, Su',, o
o Your obedient . bervant

(Swned,) J B MEILLEUR SE

7

R
R

»

[Translatzon] ‘ S o L L o
o cLo ‘ OFI‘ICE or DDUCATION, G o

- o - Montrea] .Apn] 1853. o
Hon A N Monm, ‘ L Lo
Provmcml Secletary, Quebec. o . Sy g : -

Sn,—In obcdlcnce to' the order'of the Lerrlslatwe Assembly, requu-mn' me to a

~ transmit copies of the Reports of the Inspectors of . Schools, ‘and of all correspon- e

dence between' them and this oﬂice, since they. were appomted ‘T'have the honorr T

~ to send you herewith those various documents, arranged in f'our classes, comprlsmo' f—
1st. Tlus plesent Report S AT TR ST IS

* 2nd. Copies of my mstructlons ,and, Ueneral cxrcular letters, addressed 'tol the -

Inspectors. L v -
3rd. Copxcs of the ]etters w]uch have passed bet\veen the Inspectors and thxs R

‘Office since they were appointed. * / ‘
4th Coples of the Reports wluch they have transmltted 'to, thls Oﬂice.

- The correspondence is'very extenswe, and" proves the great amount of busmess S
connected with the working of the School Law, in whlch the Inspectors have been o
eno"med - They have fu]ﬁ]led with zeal and. prudence the dutles aseigned to them ;. 3, o
rand ener'tlly, they: ‘have succeeded with'the. assistance: 'of this office, and of friends .| -
‘of the «cause residing in thexr respectlve localities,  in settlmg the difficulties which, '« /
they encountered and in mamer the lawz work to the satlsfactxon of the partles: H
lnterested R N SR s TR . .

' This correspondence on the part of the Inspectors resxdmo' at a dxstance from tlus L

“ : ‘oﬂice, lias also been very active, and the parties interested havma continued never- ' /...’
| - theless to. correspond as, usual with me, generally, on the subject of the difficulties .’
- which. existed, it 'proves moreover,' that the services of the Inspectors, far from.
dlmlnlshmﬂ' the labour of this office, have had the effect of increasing it considzrably, "

: 1 Asto the: Inspectors who reside in the District of Montreal frequent.interviews

}nve advantweous]y supplied the absence of correspondence, ‘and'from our joint

" ‘

! ' administration'an amount of good: has resulted, which will daubtless. be appreciated'
by all just men who sare \vell dlsposed towards ‘the School Law, and the great

L obJect which it has in view. . PR R NI |

o Inevery case, I have made constant eﬂ’orts to render thelabours of the Inspectors
‘useful, by giving them, in various ways, all the explanations of which they could.
' stand in need, by inducing the parties, interested to .place confidence in them, and ",
| 'to co-operate smcerely with them, in order to the well—workmg of the Law.: -

-+ My intention was - to make known the ]abors and suggestions of the~Inspectors,
by laying their’ own repor ts bef'ore the Legislature, just as I lmd recewed them ; 80

,71 [ %I conformity with a recommcnclatxon of the Standmg Oo:nmzttce on Pnntmg, t!ns part of the ‘
return was, ordered 'not to be prmted SR ; T ) v o




\: i ‘]; ! ' . !3; i
i . ¢ W e ‘MM" . ' “““‘E‘.. ‘g ”‘ “‘ ‘,
" 16 Victorie. - Appendix: (J.
' ‘that if the requisition made by the Legislative- Assembly for these reports is not .

" premature, it is 'at least in anticipation of my, determination so to present them in |
. .any.case in the next Session of Parliament. ' As'a proof of this assertion, I take the -
' libertyof referring you to my civculars; No. 1, dated 7th May, and' No.'4, dated |
. '23rd October last, addressed to the Inspectors. Tt TS T
./ With reference 'to the correspondence which has taken place between the Inspec-"
.~ 'tors and- this Office, as it was not always of au official character, especially at the,.
' commencement, I should not have 'thought myself authorized to give it publicity, .
‘and I did not perceive any useful end to be'answered in'doing so.. .\ "

‘ ectors appointed to -

- . In effect, the system of inspection being néw, and the' Inspect
"bring itinto operation being, for the most part, men without experience in'the matter, ' "

- 1the correspondence which passed between them and this Office with referencetothe "' "
', impediments they met with;and the difficulties: they had fq‘évpgcdmg in order'to, :

' surmount’ them, is necessarily-of 2 private and'confidential nature.” ', " " 3! REREE
v S A T IO T oAl T SR RS Tk R i AL
' Being thrown, in “many localities, among prejudiced and'excited bodies’of men, , .

- brought into. collision’by conflicting interests, opposed not only‘to’each: other; but .,

 to'the Law, the Inspectors thought it incumbent on them to call persons and things,
"' by their right names, and to use that freedom in speaking of them which the interests -
"~ of education .required. ' Sincerely devoted to the cause the interests of ‘which'they

' et )

~were bound to promote, those Officers have felt the necessity. of such freedom and ./

" have used it: . On my .own part, it was a point witk me to act on the same principle, . -
" for the same end;  There would often:indeed - have been no other means 'of under-,
 standing each. other, or.acting in congert to attain’ the good expected from theirad- " .
_“ministration ; for, occasionally the Inspectors had:to encotnter a degree of personal "\ -
" ‘opposition and influence adverse to the working .of the School Law, truly difficult to. "
- overcome, ' : o4 ooty R N

) 1 vy

.. Besides, you will perc,':,ei;’é, wlth jﬁleélsl‘uré‘,\the fé:id} Zeal 'with ﬁhiéh;ﬁon‘:ti)‘éhﬁ‘l‘f of ‘C\‘ ‘;

R
!

. 'this Office, T have responded to the appeal of the Inspectors, and to the confidence -
. with which they applied to me, in circumstances of difficulty. ' My co-operation'was " .
‘always afforded without delay, and I can assure you that they profited by it, to'the " " .~
_advancement of the'camse, -+, " . - D e Pt . L
'} Iralmost ‘every case the Inspectors succeeded inintroducing greaterorder and MO

_ system in - the records and minutes of the .School Commissioners,. particularly in .\ -
. the keeping. of the accounts; and, in this last particular greatly tothe satisfaction /"
. 'of therate-payers., : This is'indeed a very important point. - Whenever money-
-, .matters have been wellmanaged, the Law has daily become'more and-morepopulary. - .
. and in many cases generous contributions have been received towards the establish- " "

- ment of superior Schools. T T e

" “The Inspectors; have also studied to provide the various Schools, in & more suffic '
~ cient. degree, with ‘necessary rarticles, in accordance with 'my: instructions;to that Lo
effect., In' that as'well as in’other respects, their suggestions have been favourably .

_ received, and in the greater number of the School municipalities the Commissioners "

. :
. oy a0
ST ' (O 3 ., ‘A:v‘i . o

"and other friénds of education jon the spot have already applied-them.!’ 2 e
| " The Inspectors have also succeeded in bringing the Law intooperation in a

',/ many Municip

N Municipalities where it did: not.work formerly ;-and there is nio;déubt‘that "~ .
+ their. éfforts will from . day to: day: be crowned :with' greater ‘and-“more jimportant ' '

o IR

' guccess. A O L S ST A «

'.% The law. works or is in s fair way of'working 'with"advantage in '35 Schi
“« . PR RTINS 1P L | PR I Ve ! vl e b e

‘Municipalities.:in . ~whichit | did: not. work " formerly: during’ those rperiods- of ' ' .

e | .

“instruction of -which I have given returns in‘ my'last: Report to- the-Legislature. .|

' In this'way schools will speedily be establishéd in all:the Municipalitieswhere nove '
... yet exist,-and those in-which the Law does work'will ‘belseen to iniproveevery:year, ',

.28 now actually happens‘in’the greater number, of the Mounicipalities: . .

1

'
ot
» o 3




N vuThe Inspcctore lmve also mﬂuenced the Sohoo] Commlssmners to make a‘more
. suitable choice of both male and ' female. teachers, | On all sides, ‘the unquallﬁed
 have ,been’ pointed’ out as such,’ and. coneequently almiost’ mvambly dismissed. .
' Although something stnll remams to be done in thls respect, thero is evxdently a ':
wreat 1mprovement. T B A bty b TEAFRS
" The practice of the Inspectms, to grant only temporarv certificntes to! tenchels, T
male and female, who were' not yet sufficiently quolxﬁed, in compliance’ with 'the
' provisions of the law, has had an excellent effect. . They every where, make great *‘
. efforts to improve themselves in order to satisfy in a proper manner, the requu:e-«
. ments of the Law as regards the necessary quohﬁoahons. e
"' All 'well:qualified teachers, "however, are not as yet furnished' thh dlplomus g
" some have them because. they have hitherto been quite unable to present themselves
'before the:Board of E Dxammers, for want of means, or on account of the dlstance
10 be travelled asd the 1mpassable nature of the roads in winter; others, because |
bemg of liberal professions, and having no intention to contmue to keep a, school, me
- they 'were unwilling to submnt to underao an exammatxon as to thexr capaoxty as o
‘ School Teachers,: ", /v 0 (M0 T gy Wl
'In both thesc cages, the Inspectors, consultmo only the well. understood mterests -
- ;of education, allowed the School Commxssnoners to continue for' the current year, ..
“both these classes of teachers in the exercise of their duty, and I bave reason to be
convmced that the same good results have been obtained." R T

* In a certain number of cases, the School Commlssnoners haVe permltted Sobool
Mastexs, and more commonly- School sttressos, who are not . well qualified, to con-"
. tinue at the head of Schools, because in some cases - the: School Comm:ssloners ‘
- could procure no others, and in other 'cases these. Masters' and Mistresses were. -
- nevertheless sufficiently well qualified to meet all the present. wants of the chlldren,
considering their age and forwardness 'in learning,” . For when children are very
roung, and not forward, it is not necessary to have as teachers persons as well
‘ mformed as when they are older and- more forward in their’ studles. Ly
‘ I‘requently also, the School Comnusstonels have really ot the means of' sectir-
: mg the services of persons possessed of. all the oducfxtxon leqtured by law. f'or all the
Schools kept under their control.; Cer R R R T
' On'the occurrence of these mvmclble obstmc]ee to procurmg the services of well
qu'thﬁed persons as school teachers, it has. been . considered  more 'prudent for the
- well understood intercst of education, to have indifferent schoo]s, than to have none
- at all, pursuant to.the last part of the 55th clause of the Act9 Vié. cap. 27,

' The supervision exercised by the Inspectors has had the same favourable eﬁ"ecb
" on the exact performance of their duties by the Masters and Mistresses, ’.I‘here
“has been greater regularity in ‘the perf’ormance of their task, greater decorum in

, then' manners, better conduct among the scholars, and more order and cleanhness
‘in the schools. ST IS o,

L In pursuance of my reoommendahon, the‘Inspectors have also mmed at lmpressmg,
" on the School Commissioners, the importance of establishing Model ‘Schools and
' Academies wherever it was considered that such: estabhshments could be  supported.
You will find i in my instructions, addressed to the Inspectors, my suggestionsin' that
~ behalfy and, in' certain of their reports, ‘which, for the promotion: of the cause, I
. cannot:too ntrongly second, you will dlscover a proof of the purtxoular attentlon
whxch they have bestowed on the subject. . RTRERE K
1 The establishment of a superior or Grammar School, to'which, might be attached
"8 small quantity of ground, to afford the means of teacbmg horticulture and agnoul—
. ture, both thqoretxoally and: practlcally, would ‘no doubt be: productlve of great be~
"‘“‘. nefit to the country. ~And accordingly, I -have ever held myself bound to recom~
mend such a branch of educauon in our, Schools, and lhere are mspeotors who' have '
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Schools, in’ which nfmculbme would thus be taun'ht would l)e nurscrlcs. f'rom ‘
wluch would issue forth n greet numbcr of eepnble men, endowed with a taste nnd o
‘an aptitude for agriculture, eommerco und ollxer various departments 0 cnterprlse, i
thll respectable and proﬁtablc. [ P ITTVEY: o TR [

“These Schools would : moreover yleld a means of. subslstence for' thc teechers en-
trustetl with ' their mariagement as well as_of useful instruction to their pupils; in’
whose minds they would at the same time inculcate a taste for the embellishment of
our country ‘parts, and. the practleo of *means’ calculated to render lts hcbxtatxons

i

" agreeable, as well as convement and profitable, " . e

+.. I have had occasion'to peruse two exeellent works on’ nn'rxculture, one of' wlnch
by Mr. Ossaye,: may be useful in the Library, and the other; by s member, of the

‘Canadian Catholic Clergy, as 4 cl'tss—bcok in all our elementary Schools, . ./ ' - “\,j ‘

f . 'As our'Country is essentxally agr rieultural, instruction in amnculture ourrht to form ¥
~a part of the practical education given to our ycuth,fand all means of settlmg on: the [
1 waste lands lying within the Townslups ought at once to be afforded them i

Now, ‘besidés the grentuw of these la,nds to our rising youth by . Government on "
the most favorable terms,'as an. mdueement to settle thereon, I think the Liegisla-
“.ture ‘ought to assumie the cost' of opening main lines of communication through the .
;new Townships, and of erccting a Banal Mjll, a Chapel and a School House, in'the l‘ i
!Icos% central sxtuatlon, and the best calculated to promote the settlement of. the

an S. L S K . . o

"The consxdera.tmn of' the expenseq wlnch such’ pubhe establnshments would neces- i
szmly entail on the’ Provmcml Govemment belongs to a certain extent, tothe ques-‘u A
 tion ‘of the education of yonth, and it is in that: behalf’ only that I claim the right.of | 1:‘ !

. saymg a word on the subject. But, as amatter of political economy, I am of opinion’ ',
~ that ‘Government. would find, in'the’ privite settlements: ‘which, aided at the outset ¥
by 'the means referred to, would soon be:established in the’ Townslnps, especmlly in
those of the' East, an ample return ‘for the cost of opening ronds and of crecting the ‘;
~ buildings in: questlon. ' In'a few years these settlements would become numerous. and
prospelous, and the abundant produce which their mlmlntants would supply. to'com- -
merce, and'the articles of consumption: which. they would.require in exclnno‘e, Would
‘ be the fruitful source of a certain return thh good mterest. Ly ‘

T would be as well to hazard: the investment of'a certain nmount of capxtal in’
- order to’ encourage such settlements in.-the lownshxps as for any other obgect, and
‘even better. - It would, moreover, be a means' of' preventmmthe emlrrratwn of >the
'Canadian ‘youth'to forewn countries, ' ... i FR R

But T am sensible that in order fully and’ smtably to explam tllls propoentlon, I
\should stray too far, and no doubt in vain, from the topic which ought exclusxvely
to engage ‘my attention. For tlus reason I return to: the Model Schools nnd
. Academres._ A P
“We must not be elarmed at’ fhe expendtture cf a few» thousand pounds wlnch
N these institutions would entall nexther must ‘we 'attend too'much to what.an:insti-.
~tution would:cost when we ‘have reason to. belxeve that it.would. mﬁtllxbly contmbute
. to the welfare ‘and -the moral jand physical, xmpro‘ement of the ;people;: i
. prosperity, their: happmess, and their reputation, - In’ that case’ they wou g
long without: the ability to return with profit' the: expenses incurred in f'ormmg such
institutions by the mew development of tall the resources ‘of. the countr), to v h ch
theyWonldcontnbute._,;_ TR R T RUN R INT L
- These institutions. would be the more: 1mportant, tlmtwbesldes» the general leduca- ERe
tlon aff'orded inithem, agri¢ulture would receive  also some’ share. of attention:’'a: o !
branch of 1ndustry on whxch the prospenty of' the country 80 especmlly depends. S
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All who have any I\nowledn'e 0{' eameulture are aws o that, '1n~efrenem1 Wi y, the
‘ | produce of the soil might be more: than doubled, by. the adoption of more enlwht-
.ened and economical system of cultivation, Tlns consideration nlone may’ suﬁice to .
‘reconcile us to the. expenuture of a. few thousand pounds, wlxen the result to be
obtalned 18'80 lmportant Ly \H ) [\‘,m I e A S :‘

' Lo S My
Moreover it ds evndent tlmt the sum. at . present approprmted f'or elementary
xedueutlon is' insufficient. | The: populatlon has considerably’ increased since ithat .
~appropriation was: made. ‘l".lhe want of a. more, careful and solid | education’ than '
that which 'is generally reccived in our schools, of such an' educatlon as could be.
imparted in, the establishments above mentioned is meatly felt and to obtmn euch
.- an educatlon, fresh' funds are required. ;"0 r

- T trust that the Lems]ature will fully comprehend the lmportance of tlns matter, ;
and will. not shrink from this new' expense, considering 'the utility. of its object. |
'This will sccure. ‘the desires of all classes of society, j'and the generous. and ] pralse-

v worthy efforts made on all sides by the friends of the cause to meet them. Lo

. It.is the eommonly deolamd opinion that somethmn' is wanting in our scheme of'
cducation. There is too great a dlﬁerenee betwoen the education afforded in our -
Primary Sehools and the' superior: cducation’ given:in our twelve, Colleges. In
_proportion to our population, we havé too much classical, and too little academlcal

duc'mtxon, and our primary education is not yet everythmn‘ it ought to. be,,

We requn'e therefore mtermednte Sohoolq,——Academxee—-m wlnch our chxldren " »
'may acquire.with ease"all ‘the branches of knowledge. necessary to - -the general

u

development of our' anncultul al; manufacturing and. commercml resources, " . 1‘ '

Yes, I' eonsxder the educatxon which s recelved in our Model' Schools and '
; Acfldemxes, as.the’ most useful and deswable “and this it is which, combined, in 'a '
‘suitable manner, ~wn;h moral and relmmlw educntxon, ministers most perfectly fo the .’
‘wants of our younger society : more- solid ‘ than clementary’ education, generally -
‘more practical then classical education, it is.more 'suitable’to all classes of society, .
"\ except those which' embmce the liberal prof‘essnons, and ‘they are more than suffi-
' ciently supplied by. our Colleges. 'What is of paramount. importance is ‘the fact,
that Academical cducation is much more eompendlous. No ow; the economy ‘oftime |,
_can’ never, be cal‘rxed too f'u"’for time is money. |, . B Y B B

Arram, young men ounht carly to be: thhdmwn from School and broken in to‘ ,
manual labor, without' which it will be repugnant to them' to ¢ngage in it’ ‘Ttis
' this probably, which is the cause ‘why so many of our yountrmen, on lea,vmo' Collerre,, ‘
- seek only 'to’ embrace  the liberal professions, altkough' they hear mcessantly that,
‘every where they. are overstocked, and that the maJormy ‘of their members can only 0
‘vegetate in those' professions.. I allude to this fact in my recommendatlon of the ;. .

SR wwork, written for Schools, mtxtuled ““The: Te.mcher s Guxde."’ AT (RS

Our young men, on. leavmo‘ Collen’e, are reluctant to resign themselves to mannal
i labour, for the first time, ‘at the age whleh they lnve then attained. | Co .

‘They are’ rcluctant also, at ‘that age, to enter a countmtr house or a workshop, and
P shll more so to bmd themselves to the duties mcldent to. the ﬁrst years of appren— ‘
! heeslup et PRI N . L ‘

They are, nevertheless, men who have suﬁiclent educ'ltlon for the several klnds of
occupatmn of which we stand most in need, and for several others: dependm thereon, -
‘Xt is with these, men that we can forma 'prosperous and happy nation. ‘shall af- .
. firm moreover, in hehalf of the pefxee of the country and the’ stablhty of our, ‘thltu- :

! tions, that we. oufrht to make 'every effort 'to. render the 'middle class- who among
. civilized nations in'general, form the main strength of the people, sharers in'that kmd
PARETR of' education which i is the only business one.” .

There“,;s mueh reason to fear that.a meat deal of the expendxture for Model
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' Schiools and Academics, now supported by Govérnment and private contributions; .
+for the diffusion of education, is productive of little general benefit. R A PP EE
1., Our young people require i practical education, indsmuch as that alone,will qualify. * '

"them ‘for business; and unless they are qualified to take.an intelligent part in.all the: .- |

x

[

" the affairs”of active life, in_ every branch of honest industry, the object aimed‘atin’ =~ ¢
+our common: School' Liaw will be very imperfeetly attained. - - oo o et
U e g N A P T T P A T A I S IR T )
./ In that state of things, the greater part of otir youth; who, most assurcdly arenot, | "

' deficient in natural intelligence, ivould; notwithstanding, be exposed toendureall the . |
- disadyantages of inferiority in respect of education, of sinking 'among the common:. " 1" '
herd, and of exclusion from important officcs, without' being able'to participate'in.’ o
the surest.sources of emolument, nor.contribute'in’ any honorable: capacity, to. form 11
‘the machinery of a Government,' »+ 17t Tl e T '
. “T'considér it then; a duty humbly 'to, recommend ‘the establishment' of Model
Schiools and ‘Academies in every central and populous locality throughout the country.
/I'venture to call on Honorable Members of Parliament, and even on all others who .
- are interested in the prosperity of the country, to study. the question, during there--
cess, in- order to be. prepared, on ‘all hands, to. arrive at some favourable - decision” .

" during the next ensuing. Session of Parliament. . 'y 0 oo

. The few Academies which we do possess do not meet the wants even.of theloca-
lities in which 'they are.situated ; in the first place, because they. devote a'consider-. © .\ "

- able time to the teaching of ‘the dead languages, the knowledge of. which'is 'of Very. oo

“little service to those who are initended to follow agricultural, mechanical, ‘or.com- .

‘mercial occupations ;, in the sécond place, because the teachers in those institutions '
‘are devoid of that uniformity and responsibility \which. ‘ought to;characterize them. , .
T am conscious that I have strayed somewhat from the miain‘object/which I-had,
'in view in this report.. - It;was my intention  only to “insist".on the. .importance of ' "
local supervision of some kind or other, in order to the ‘cffectual working 'of the law,
but I considered it a duty not to’ allow an opportunity to escape of saying'a'word
- on the question which I'have just.commended  to the berievolent " attention of, ‘the, | ‘
- legislative authorities, in order, to bring it before the public eye 3 being convinced . ' ..\
that every lover of his country. will feel as I'do the importance of theiestablish- -~ <"
aments, which, for the common interest, I here recommend te be formed., " .7 0ot
. The services of the'Inspectors, or of any other officer who exercises the necessary =~
supervision  on’ the ‘spot, are, in i my.opinion, indispensably. necessary, at least'in-\, i
localities in which, the Law having encountered. opposition, there will: still remain .+~

for a certain time, some difficulties to overcome. . SR g
I 1 S R T T T T R A A O T NS PR AL

. The success which has been obtained in Upper:Canada, is due, in a great measure,:

1o the support which the Superintendent for that section.of the Province has found,: .

happily, in the Minicipal Councils, and'in the local Superintendents, whom he has: "

himself skilfully. directed.” . . .« UL b L T TR
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' T consider;that these refléctions are permitted to me, in order the better to/démon.
strate the injusticeiof requiring that the working of ‘our. School Law, with 'much, =
:aore limited administrative means, of which some;are, s0'to-speak, only just -being - =
‘brought into ‘operation, should have a success equal ‘(if mot superior) to. that which:'

asimilar law. finds in- Upper Canada. : However ‘that may be, the difference
- working' of the two laws is not so’ considerable as people seem:-disposed: to: think.*

' Moreover, the. people of Upper ‘Canqdd*“sii*gimqré“l‘;om‘bggnebgsf; more accustomed, .
-0 contribute to public objects, rand generally- bettér.ablé to doso. n' consequence

4
- of the advantages of climate, and especially, to do'it peaceably, ! T ere; the ‘people.

are niot set at variance with the/law .by 'political agitators, asithe people of Lower -
- Canada have had the. misfortune constantly 10.be, in certain parts. itry.

) he cotntrys
Had it not been for this, :the'School Law would:in ‘a: few: yéarsihiave-worked

i BRI ex, ORI SR PRI RIS i
avery-where, ‘Meanwhile, 'even now, it works well, ‘at"least generally, and
“\)“M ;"‘\’ - “u“" o ‘L‘,‘\’w“‘ ““ “ ol H.;“‘H‘;' ‘y“” Lo ' “ LI »”‘ ot
‘\’ [ T A LT T A




v A !
u 3R

I
Il

Viet

o

T
\
'

o x (JJ

Wt
'
‘
"
Ly
Y
R

),

-day better and better.. .As yet we'cannot place ourselves exactly on'the same level
.as Upper Canada, in respect to the School Law, for there its working is powerfully .
. aided by the co-operation of the Municipal Councils, whose local superintendents -
' b1i1! receive payment for themselves; and for their gervices, efficiént ‘support. ' 'We can=;
RIS ; the co-operation of ,our Municipal Councils, at

ey
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111, ‘ot as yet count with certainty-on 1 ) \ r Muy
'+ least in.a general, constant, and activemanner, as in Upper Canada. ;" - "
‘1" I am therefore decidedly of opinion that we should still maintain, for several years '
! . to come, the system of inspection which we have,introduced, until the time drrives
" when our raral Municipal system shall work generally, in order that here, as in Upper -
i, Canada, the-School Commissioners and ‘Municipal Councils may give to.each; other., -
.. ~~-mutnal support ; -the interests which; they serve, and the prospexity. and progress of -
. their respective, scctions' in ;the Province being identical. I consider mysclf the:
. more bound toinsist-on the'continuance of ‘the system of inspection now 'in force, . -
' '..and’so to succeed in sccuring from . the working ‘of ‘the. School-Law a satisfactory "
eneral result, that I am anxious to demonstrate how futile it is to expect. that the i
Superintendent. of  Public ' Education can alone, exercise such supervision. “Were .|
- that' his sole employment throughout the year, the thing would nevertheless be '
© iphysicially’ and.morally impossible. Now, to do what is impossible is what we can :
" require from no man, .0t R L N S TP DR
- " The Superintendent. having on his hands the management of an ‘office, in'which ',
- ".the correspondence, ‘carried on in, both languages, is very voluminous and of an '
i, | urgent nature, so that no delay shall occur in’ rendering the decisions required.to
"« v facilitate the working-of the:law; ‘an office to which the'afflux of persons from every
-~ part of the country, to resolve matters connectéd with'the School' Law, is constant ="
"o, and considerable, especially during the season of navigation; an office to-which is.’
‘attached a'heavy - pecuniary - responsibility, the 'distribution of the Legislative
‘School-grant ‘being made through it to each.School'Municipality, often ‘even in .
. divided' parts where there are’dissentient-Schools; and having moreover to pro~ '
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- ., mounce awards to erect School Municipalities, and frequently to appoint Bchool |
~ 1 1 Commissioners, &e., &e., it is plain that he is unable to act as a School-visitor. '~
“, "I must add moreover that, in the circumstances, the true interests of education .-

. it require'that the Superintendent should be in constant attendancé'at his Office, to
.~ !discharge, thic duties which every day he is required to fulfil, for thus he may benefit -
", five or teh municipalities every day, by maintaining 'in them the due and efficient
' ., working of the law, either by his counsels, his admonitions, his explanations; or his . :
1o awards or otherwise. . TR I T T R I PR SRR
‘. By absenting himself from his Office, to visit any.single municipality, the super-
I intendent would lose the ‘opportunity of doing service of equal value to each of five -
', or nine others, whose School' Commissioners or rate-payers resort to'his Office, often'. ,
- from great distances and at gireat expense for the express purpose of consulting him,
. I'have accordingly attended with serupulous regularity at the Education Office, and
v T think that all who have a correct idea of the amount of business transacted there
1/ every day, will perceive that it is more' than enough to occupy all.my time. " =
"7, 10" The truth is, that were it not, for the work which I habitually perform at my own
' "residence, in order to bring the business to'a close, I should never suffice to meet the' -
. demands of my Office. = The constant presence of the Superintendent at his Offi