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: WANTED
■ To sell one four frame and 

one six frame Reversible Extrac
tor, payment in cash or first class 
white extracted or comb honey. 
They are equipped with my labor 
saving self straining attachments. 
They are in first class order. With 
the six frame machine I have 
twice in a day, extracted strained 
and stored over five thousand lbs. of 
honey. My object in selling is to 
have machines made with a still 
greater capacity. Price complete 
with legs four frame $16.00 six 
$20.00

R. F. HOLTERMANN
BRtANTFOIPD, CANADA.

POULTRY NEWS
HELPS YOU MAKE MONEY 

15 Cent Yearly
Write for Sample 

PAUL P. WILLIAMS, Publisher. 
HEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY, U. $. A.

Canadian Bee Goods
v o

Canadian Bee-Keepers
We are prepared to furnish 

full lines of Bee-Keepers’ sup
plies strictly first-class in quality 
and workmanship.

Highest market price paid 
for good clean beeswax.

Goold, Shapley & Muir Co. 
goods at factory prices.

Weed process comb Foun
dation. >

Early orders solicited.

R. H. SMITH
ST. THOMAS. - - ONT.

Bee-Keeper»' Went» end Ex- 
chenfe Column

Advertisement» for this column will 
be received at the rate of 25 cent» for 
25 words, each additional word one 
cent. Payment» strictly In advance, as 
the amount» are too small to permit 
of book-keeping. Write copy of ad 
on a separate sheet from any other 
matter and on one side of the paper 
only. Say plainly how many times ad. 
Is to be Inserted. Matter must reach 
us not later than the 2ird of each 
month.

WANTED.
WANTED—First-class light extract

ed honey, state quantity and size of 
package. Foster A Holtermann, Bran 
ford. Ont

WANTED—No. 1 clover or basswo.d 
honey, quote price and say how put up. 
would also contract for your next sea
son’s crop. G. A. Deadman, Brussels, 
Ont.

WANTED—A light democrat or mar
ket wagon. D. Tattersall, Grandview, 
Ont.

TO EXCHANGE.
Would exchange two-frame reversible 

extractor (not automatic) for bees or 
honey. Wm. Bayless, Grandview, Ont

Would exchange 60 Doolittle Division 
board Feeders for cash or beeswax.

F. P. ADAMS, "Bow Park.”
Brantford, Ont

Would offer one 8-ln. and one 10-in. 
comb foundation mill In exchange for | 
Honey, Beeswax or Bees.

R. H. SMITH. St. Thomas.

CANADIAN

POULTRY REVIEW]
Now In It» Twenty-Seventh Year 
Canada's Leading Poultry Paper 

POULTRY, NOTHING BUT POULTRTl 
Never less than 48 pages. Full reports aa4| 

Swards at sll Canadian shows.
SAMPLE FRBE

1 year............
3 yenrs............
address;

.......................... . M
TORONTO, CAK
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A New Year's Song
*

A happy New Year! is a greetin' 
we’ll hear

For twa or three days to come;
On the highway an’ street ilka 

friend that we meet,
Will shout it, unless he is 

dumb.

Now the wish is quite guid, an’ 
1 wadna forbid

A warm-hearted body ta say it;
But, this I will say, we maun 

work as weel’s pray 
An’ no a bit backward tae 

dae it.

Sac mind that ye’r’ prayin’ ilka 
time ye are sayin’

I wish ye a happy New Year;
An’ let kind deeds an’ words 

follow ’ither like birds,
An’ see that ye aye be sincere.

But I see yer a’ thrang, Me I’ll 
feenish my sang,

An’ join in the mirth an’ guid 
cheer;

But, before I tak leave, I wad 
hae ye believe,

1 wish ye a happy New Year!

I NOTES AND
COMMENTS I

By a York County Bee-Keeper 1
WWW WWW * wW WWf 

Effect of Bees Upon Clover and Other 
Plante.

It condition! In Nevada Ig a criterion 
to judge by, the motion Introduced at 
our last annual meeting, asking the au
thorities to Investigate aa to the bene
fits and Injuries (If any) following the 
visits of honey-bees on various plant», 
Is quite opportune. A correspondent 
In "Gleanings" says that the agitation 
between the cattle-men and the bee- 
men hae reached an acute stage, and 
that legislation adverse to the bed- 
keepers Is a certainty In the near fu
ture. The cattle-men tell the farmers 
that their alfalfa hay Is not so sweet 
and fattening as it was "when no bees, 
were here to draw from It Its sacchar
ine qualities.” As the correspondent 
points out, the farmers are not to- 
blame under the circumstances, and 
he asks that scientific men take hold 
of the question and show up the utter 
fallacy of the contentions of the cattle
men. Happily, at present anyway, W3 
have nothing to fear In Ontario from 
prejudice of this kind, yet, at the same 
time, what hae been asked by the On
tario Association is sure to prove a 
benefit to bee-keepers, If the request Is 
granted. I feel sure that we have no-
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thing to lose, but possibly much to be 
gained, by sueh an Investigation. By 
all means let the light be turned on. 
Different Loealitiee Require Different 

Ménagement.
Possibly, without exception, the bee

keeper most prominent before the pub
lic eye at the present time Is Mr. E. W. 
Alexander of New York. While Mr. 
Alexander has certainly had phenom
enal success In the matter of keeping a 
■large number of colonies tn one plaje 

, 'with good results, one cannot but think 
'thÿ.t his advice to the general bte- 
keeplng public Is misleading In some 
respects. For example, let us consider 
some points of his management, as 
outlined In December ‘'Gleanings." (Mr. 
Alexander starts on the supposition 
that on April 16th a bee-keeper has 100 
fairly good colonies: by feeding every 
colony every day that no nectar -s 
coming In; each colony will be ready 
to divide by May 26th. By proper 
management the 200 colonies now on 
hand can, by the last of June, be In
creased to 300, all 1n good shape for 
any flow coming after July ith. vVhlls 
wc do not question that Mr. Alexander 
may be able to do this In his locality, 
In how many other "localities would It 
be possible to attain like results? My 
experience, of course, Is nothing, com
pared with Mr. Alexander’s, but I could 
never see that early feeding did any 
good; In fact, contrary results were 
more often attained Again, how many 
localities are there that would allow 
even strong colonies to be trebled pre
vious to the honey flow, and yet yield 
any considerable surplus? As a mat
ter of fact, four years ago we aver • 
aged 100 pounds per colony, and every 
ounce was brought In before July 1st. 
Even doubling the colonies during the 
laat of May would have proved disas
trous that year, as the 100-pound sur
plus was all gathered during the fol
lowing 26 days. It should be borne 'n

mind that his location Is one In a 
thousand, and that the main surplus 
la from buckwheat, which permits of 
a great deal more time to get colon I s 
ready for the flow than Is the case 
where clover Is the only source of sur
plus. Mr. Alexander, I believe, class s 
his location as “a fairly good one," but 
we are told by a visitor to his ynrd 
that there are usually 6,000 acres of 
buckwheat In range of his bees. As , 
Mr. Alexander advises none to keep 
bees unless In "a fairly good location," 
methlnks If all took his advice there 
would be few bee-keepers left, and that» 
his territory would be encroached upfflt 
to such an extent that It would pos
sibly become a poor location. Mr. Al- j 
exandèr's estimate as to what fair re- . 
turns from an apiary of 100 colonies, I 
spring count should be Is $2,126, clear 
of all expenses In an average year, j 

y with honey at 6 cents per pound whole
sale. It sounds pretty alluring, anl I 
makes a fellow feel like becomlnel 
(temporarily, like John Chlnanmn) I 
citizen of Uncle Sam’s domains anil 
locating In the vicinity of Del inson,| 
N. Y.

(With all due respect to Alex-I 
ander, It 'is our opinion that his tasel 
has been unduly emphasized, anil 
woul be misleading and disastrous to| 
the great majority of less for I a nail 
bee-keepers should they attempt 
follow his system under altogether dlfl 
ferent conditions. Glad that you har| 
pointed this out.—EM.]

Various Wsathsr Conditions.
We notice the revival In “Amerlc^ 

Bee Journal" of the department 
titled "Canadian Beedom." This tie 
It Is being conducted by our frleij 
from Villa Nova» who Is, by the we 
I believe, the only M.P. In our runs 
In a recent Issue we find some cod 
plaint as to weather conditions til 
fall In Ontario; no chance for heesj 
have a cleansing flight before god



In cellar, etc.

press and running the wax off from 
an outlet above by pouring .In hot 
water, somewhat as Mr. Miller de
scribes. We certainly did get more 
wax, but It meant a good deal of slop
ping and pouring of a large amount 
of hot water, and It required to os 
very hot to keep the wax from freextng

principle as Is used 
Hershlser, I have no 

knowledge, but I very 
uspect that. It Is. As you 
Mr Editor, will be giving 
rs Information on the mat- 
brlefly give a few extracts

Surmise thaf' friend
i— ----- took his bees Into cellar a few
days too soou If In his locality was, 
anything like In York county during 
the last fe^L days of November, when 
bees here had a thorough flight. Since 
then the weather has been quite mild 
most of the time, and the bees have 
had more flights. These are possibly 
conducive to best wintering. How
ever, chances are that they will be 
kept pretty quiet for next two months.

[Weather here, and, we presume, at 
Villa Nova, while fine and mild for the 
season, has not beén warm enough for 
anything like a general flight. This old 
Op tart o does give a great variety of 
donate. We have had scarcely any 
snow here so far this winter. Fifteen 
miles north they are having good 
sleighing—Ed.]

Bee-keeping in Russia.
Not even an "average location" that 

ot Mr. Klrkham’s rs described In De- 
| cember "Canadian Bee Journal. * In 

view of rather unsettled condition of 
I Russia at present time, coupled with 

Mr. Klrkham's report, not much dan 
Igtrof any considerable exodus of On- 
Iturlo bee-keepers to the Czar's do- 
I mains. However, according to Mr
|Tita.ff (the Russian gentleman recently 
|wlth the Root Co.), there are many lo- 

atlons In Russia that compare quite 
tiivorably with this country In the mnt- 
pr of honey-producing flora. , 

Extracting Beeswax.
"The cat la out of the bag” at laat. 

I December “American Bee-keeper" 
Mr. A. C. Miller describes at some 
kngth the “new" system of extracting 
rax from old combs. Whether It Is on 
|ie same principle 

Mr. Hershlser 
Unite knowledge, 

fronglj suspect that. 
doubt, Mr Editor, 

readers Information 
I will

f^om.Mr. Miller's article. Mr. Miller 

has taken the same stand as outlined 
by Mr. Hershlser at our late meeting. « 
viz., llMft mere pressure will not iake 
all the wax out of old combs, owing to 
capillary attraction. As an example, 
•Mr. Hershlseg cited khe case of a 
sponge filled with Ink; press It until 
dry, dampen It again and press once 
more, and still more Ink will be forced 
out. Mr. Miller's press Is constructed 
on this principle,, while the mnss of 
combs, etc., Is submerged In hot water, 
a contrivance agitates the mass con-' 
tlnually, and at the same time a cer
tain amount of pressure Is applied. 
As Jhot water is poured In the freed 
wax rises and runs out of a faucet for 
the purpose. Mr. Miller says: “In 
mere submergence, or submergence 
with agitation only, i_ o.nall portion of 
the wax Is released, but with submer
gence and simultaneous disintegration, 
agitation and pressure, all of tne wax 

Will be separated from the waste and 
secured." No doubt Improvements will 
be made ov¥b the press as ^Illustrated 
In the “American Bee-keeper," but we 
feel quite sure that the principle Is 
sound, and that quite a revolution In 
the matter of wax-rendering 1s an as
sured fact for the near future.

[Yes, the Miller wax extractor Is 
probably a step In advance of any of 
the methods of wax-rendering yet In
troduced. We hope It la at any rate, 
as nothing of the sort has so far been 
quite satisfactory or without draw
backs of some kind. We have experi
mented In our, factory with pressure 
under water, using our regular wax 
press and
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when thAmachlne was not sitting di
rectly on the stbvf. Tlr. Miller's sys
tem of agitating the mass 1s a '-hew 
feature, and will no doubt assist the 
operation, but we are not so sure that 
It can be conducted with best results 
without a very large amount of boil
ing water and without having the ma
chine oh tits' kitchen or some other 
stove.—Ed.]

Local Demand for Honey.
Don’t know how It has been with 

other bee-keepers, but with us the lo
cal demand for honey has been unpre
cedented, and we made the serious mis
take of not keeping enough on hand 
for the home trade. Could easily have 
sold over 1,000 pounds more right at 
home if we had it to spare. While 
this is encouraging, yet It teaches ,i 
needed lesaon of developing our home 
markets more and doing less whole
saling No doubt a great deal more 
honey could be used than is now the 
case if It was properly pushed and only 
a good article placed on the market.

[We do not think we ever sa v the 
honey market in a healthier condition 
than it has been all season, and local 
demand has been exceptionally good; 
but don’t you think that the light fruit 
crop and the scarcity of apples especi
ally, has had something to do with 
this? The old Scotch proverb says, 
"It’s an ill wind that blaws naebody 
guld," and this is surely the bee-keep
er's opportunity, not only of making 
present local sales, but, as you say, 
developing a home narket for his 
honey for the future.—Ed ]

HONEY APPLE BUTTER/
1 gallon good cooking apples; 1 

quart honey; 1 quart honey vinegar; 
1 teaspoonful ground cinnamon. Cook 
several hours, stirring often, to pre
vent burning. If the vinegar la very 
strong use part water.

! QUERIES and
I * Answers t-aAaaaaaeaaaaaaaaaaaaaAA..
▼WWWfRfWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWf ff

Department conducted by Mr. R. H. Smith 
St. Thomas, Ontario. Queries may be sent.direct 
to Mr. R. M. Smith or to the office of lift Can 
adian Bee Journal.J

Q.—In making an exhibit of bees- j 
■wax the entry usually calls for so 
many pounds of the best bees» ax. 
What It this supposed to mean. Is it | 
supposed to be the best In color, tex
ture or freedom from refuse? OrJ 
should it be the best for a certain pur
pose, and if so, what purpose?

A.—I must confess I do not knowl 
just what was intended. Certain klndil 
of beeswax may be the best for fome| 
purposes, and not the beet for makim 
comb foundation. Wax rendered froal 
old comb may be quite a different tex-l 
ture from capping wax, and in the ab-| 
sc-nce of a standard or rule Judges wll 
differ as to which is best. I think tb 
soft, clean wax from old comb shoul^ 
be in a separate class from hard w* 
rendered from cappings.

Q.—I have a quantity of honey 
sections and it has begun to tand] 
Whati a the cause, and how can it I 
prevented ?—SUBSCRIBER.

A.—I do not know why It shou| 
candy. My experience has been III 
In some seasons when the nectar 
been gathered slowly and after»* 
stored in a cool place, it will ta 
more or less. Another season, If I 
flow is good and it is stored in ! 
sections and capped at once, I : 
several times kept it over until I 
following reason without it sho^ 
any signs of candying. After I 
removed from the hives, 
should be stored in a 
place.—R. H. SMITH.

St. Thomas, Ont.

comb h<4
»warm,
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manipulation made by the bee-keeper.
It may be said that such large hives 

do hot always yd under all circuit?-

IX (By Gleaner.)

**♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
The convention which has Just closed 

Is said to have been the most largely 
attended In the history of the associa
tion. The large hall was crowded 
again and again and the ante-rooms 
had to be made use of. The presi
dent-elect owing to the absence of the 
president, had the chair, and perform
ed his duties In a very pleasing and ac
ceptable manner. To show the differ
ence of opinion as to Importance of 
subjects It was stated at different times 
that, "this Is the most important sub
ject before the convention.”. It was 
remarkable that so many had come tp 
the conclusion that natural swarming 
was a great hindrance to successful 
bee-keeping, the number of advocates 
of large hives was surprising, also the 
large proportion of "Dutchmen" at the 
convention. The first subject takyi up 
was that byjL. Stachelhausen Converse 
Texas. T x

Control of Increase.
“We know a number of ways to 

I vent swarming, one of the most prac
tical ways to prevent or at least delay 

| (warming Is to use large hives, that Is 
utarge comb-surface, by which the 

[beer-c^n extend the brood nest in 
■every direction: At the same time col- 

nles In such large hives will develop 
faster during the spring and build up 

|to stronger colonies than we cltn |prce 
uch a development In smaller hives 

|by spreading the brood and other la- 
rlous and dangerous manipulations. 

i a large hive with plenty of honey a 
ilthy colony *111 develop to the 
atest possible strength without any

J
A

stances prevent Swarming. This Is 
true, but I have observed, If in an 
apiary 10-frame Langstroth hives are 
changed to larger ones the bees will 
swarm less by and by every year. In 
my locality the bees from hives not 
larger than 8 or 10 Langstroth frames 
swarm so much that one man could 
hardly manage an apiary of 100 col
onies. I could tell you stories about 
the ways some of my bee-keeping 
neighbors acted to get-rid of these sur
plus swarms. Since about 24 years I 
use larger hives and had no trouble of 
this kind anymore. This Is a very Im
portant difference, If beçs shall be kept 
ll^Jfc least number oMilves to make a 
pronWbearlng business.
' "In my locality the problem Is to 
keep the bees from swarming till the 
main honey flow commences; during 
this flow the bees will not swarm, If 
they have not made prerarations for It 
before this flow commRiced. Under 
such conditions, hives as large as the 
Dadant hive will prevent swarming / 
sufficiently In most years. In other 
years, which are more favorable for 
brood-rearing I have to watch my col
onies more carefully. If I find a very 
strong colony with brood much ex
tended I have to manipulate It, especi
ally if I find queen cells started ; it 
may be set as a rule, If we find *2500 

of comb surface occupied with 
this colony will gfobably 
soon even from a very large 

hive. The prevention of swarming 
may have dlfteryt purposes. If Wq; 
care not or are not willing to watch 
lour colonies during swarming time 
we can make the swarms artificially 
a little earlier, as they would swarm 
naturally, but In this case we would 
get as much or even more Increase. If 
we want less Increase, we make so

4



10
/ 1
' THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.
\\ " » * , 

many. artificial swarms only, as we except we give s<tme water to this colt
think necessary to \prevei)t natural ony In some way till some of the yputtg
swarms. Or we do not want any in- bees will fly out to gather this water
crease at all* to keep the whole force of 
a colony together and have it as strong 
as possible during the honey flow. For 
this reason we hâve to select different 
ways for the -prevention of swarming. 
1$ we make swarms artificially, we can 
make one or more swarms, from every 
colony strong enough, or we make one 
swarm, from two such colonies, or we 
take the material to form a new swarm 
from a Jarger number of colonies. All 
this is doney’for a gsrmanent increase. 
A second way is, when no Increase Is 
wanted, to divide a strong colony ^for 
smite days bnly, and when the swarm
ing* fever has passed, we unite these 
two colonies again. A third' way Is to 
manipulate the colony in such a way 
without dividing It, that it will not y 
can’t swarm, we will consider these 
three ways. There are again many 
different ways of artificial swarming. 
During many years I used the well- 
known plan to make 8 out of 2.' A 
strong colony A is shaken into a new 
hive with starters or full sheets of 
foundation, and this hive Is set on the 
old stand of A. The brood combs with
out bees are placed Into another hive 
and this Is set on the stand of another 
strong colony B, and the colony B re
ceives a new stand C. To the colony 
now at B a queen, fertilized or virgin, 
or even a queen-cell, is introduced. If 
the honey flow is good and of 
long duration this plap can be 
used and with profit, but the colony 
at B Is Ip a bad condition for some 
days, having no young bees to feed 
the larvae. A part of them may starve 
and be drawn out afterwards. The 
colony C has lost all the fleià-bees, and 
If the hive does not contaipjfvery thin, 
watery honey, the young tabes can’t pre
pare the necessary lgrvae-food, and 
some of the young brood Is lost again.

>

outside. Since ten years I prefer ^or 
these reasons another plan, especially 
recommendable If we want»very little 
increase. I take from a colony which 
1 expect* would make preparation to 
swarm, three or four brood-combs 
(three of my frames have not quite as 
much surface as two Langstroth 
frames). The bees from these combs 
are shaken back Into their hive. Ir, 
place of these brood-combs -imply 
combs or frames with full shsets of 
foundatloif are given to this colony. 
Eight of (these brood-combs from dlf- 

• ferent coïtantes are set into another 
storey and two empty combs added. 
This storey is set on top of another 
strong colony over a queen-excluding 
honey-board. In this way I go through 
the yard till all colonies strong enough 
are managed. In about two or three 
hours these brood-combs over the ex
cluders will be covered with young 
bees, and now I remove them again.

Two such stories, with brood and 
bees,- from two different colonies, will 
form a new colony, which Is placed on 
a new stand, a queen in a cage close 
by with candy Is introduced, and fit 
the beginning of the honey flow one 
or more supers are given to this col
ony, and this bee-yard Is safe for ten 
days at least. The advantage of this 
plan Is that the colonies are weaken*! 
not more than is necessary to prevent 
swarming, and the new colonies are at 
once ready to store honey. Hereby It 
Is Important that we take mostly cap
ped brood from ^he colonies, end that 
we give the frames of foundation 
the proper place. Our purpose Is tl 
this foundation should be drawn oi 
and eggs should be laid lip these cell 
at once by the queen, therefore the} 
must be given In such a place "bet 
the queen will lay. irt* (



Other

If there le a pitiable eight in the 
world. It ie that of a man with the 
executive ability, eagaclty, and fore- 
eight to mate a clean fortune, yet ue- 
lng hie energlee and abilltlea In mak
ing a dirty one—a fortune which de- 
nouncee and condemne him, and la a 
perpetual dlagrace to himself and hie 
family.—Bucceee Magazine.

TH6 CANADIAN
'* '

well-known méthode were 
given to prevent natural swarming, 
such ae ‘‘shaking ’’ deq&eenlng and the 
like?

R. F. Holtermaim, Brantford, Can
ada, opened the dtscussic nf slating 
that ae a result of the teachings of 
Dadant and others, and observation 
when he again began keeping'
some live years atfo, hY had adopted a 
twelve-frame Langstroth Mve. The 
The first steps towards swarming 
Were: Flret drone brood then cell cups. 
Stocks should be treated to prevent 
wheç cell cups were formed, unless 
the swarming season would shortly 
dose. Several factors besides large 
hives entered Into the prevention of 
pwarmlng. First enlarge the hive en
trance 7-* of an Inch by putting wed
ges between brood chamber and bottom 
board, as designed by S. T. Pettit.1 
Next put on supers in time and In 
these supers have ventilators to give 
the bees In the supers frqsh jalr. No 

[hive for extracted honey should have 
[less than two available supers. A 
[proportion of^yuper room was required 
[to brood chamber to keep tees con
sent. His ventilator In super was de- 
Kribed by Mr. Holtermarin.

Dr. C. C. Miller stated that ventila
tion In supers was very Importent. He 
remembered that In the olden cays 
phen visiting Adam Orlmm, the old 

■rman was on a hot day giving ven
tilation to comb honey boxes stating 
Ida! 1st very Important."
| Dr. Bohrer stated what would ccn- 

■ol swarming was large hives, 
hther Langstroth had used < broed 

nbers 18 or 20 frame sise. Bees did 
|)t swarm If put In salt barrels.

K. Ferris, Madison, Wls„ said: 
lose a, 14 ^angstroth hive and keep 

ring up until the heavy flow, hav- 
! then as high as thirty frames of 

I divide the hive Into two 
i for winter, and winter with two
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tweens (solid division board between).

’ I put supers on why the honey flow' 
begins, then take both queens away-, 
and In a few days give a cell or queen 
to prevent swarming. Iwould strongly 
endorse ventilation. I |ta(re bad htvçs 
five stories high and then a cluster of 
beep the size of a bait bushel outside./ 
I have had the- bees Oil these Ivr 
stories In seven days with, honqy. I 
have no use for queens more than a 
year old. I think bees queegjess will 
go Iqao the supers quicker than when 
they \have a queen.

^ (Continued next month.)

THE NiW YEAR.
Swift as a hye, with greyhound TlVne 

behind, • ,
Panting and numb, thro: lashing fears 

unkind,
Speeds on each year from snow to 

again,
Spring to the buret of life ’*"*«* 

and rain,
Summer to noon with all Its weaitn 

galore, 1
Autumn to ellyow'sear with garnered 

store;
Thus ever run the months In ceaseless 

'moll ,
‘Midst every phase of pleasure, grief 

and toll; . / \
God be our thought; and Justice every 

deed,
Love In each heart, then must our 

Works succeed.

-«-Newman Harding.



12 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL

THE CANADIAN
bee Journal

Devoted to the Interests of Bee-keeper».

* Published Monthly by

Geeld, SHepley CD. Muir Co.,Ltd. 
Brantford - - - Canada

Editor, W. J. Craig.

Brantford, January, 1906.

The wave ie breaking on the shore—
The echo fading from the chime— 

Again the shadow moveth o’er
Thp dial-plate of time!

—Whittier.
* I 

EDITORIAL NOTES.
We wish all our readers a very happy 

and prosperous New Year. The C. B. J. 
has put on a brand-new dress for the 
occasion. We hope you will like it.

+
“Gleanings in Bee Culture," Christ

mas number, is the neatest production 
we have seen in bee literature. The 
cover is most artistically designed in 
colors, the matter is good, and it is 
beautifully illustrated throughout on 
toned paper. We congratulate Editor 
Root.

♦
Our friend, Morley Pettit, of Villa 

Nova (late of Belmont), is conducting 
a department in the “America-i Bss 
Journal,” entitled “Canadian Bredom.” 
Mr. Pettit is well adapted for the work. 
The introduction will keep our Ameri
can ooueina in touch with us.

+
We are having a most remarkable 

season in the southern districts of 
Ontario. Scarcely any snow so far, 
and very mild for the season. Bees 
outside are reported as having had a 
partial flight on December 26th and 
27th. Some "bee - keepers who winter 
in cellars speak of their bees being 
quite restless on account of the high 
temperatur-.

Canadians who were present at the 
National Bee-keepers’ Association Con 
vent ion at Chicago say it was one of 
the beat they have .ever had the plea-' 
sure of attending. The attendance was 
large throughout, and the papers and 
discussions were of a very high order. 
Sorry we were unable to be present; 
we have, however, secured a number 
of the papers, through the kindness of 
their authors, and some selected notes 
of the discussions.

+
We have not had any official report 

from the freight rate committee, but 
understand that they received a very 
favorable hearing from the Railway 
Commissioners, and that they have 
every reason to believe that their re
quest for a reduction in the classifica
tion of bees, honey and beeswax will 
be acceded to.

t
CAUCASIAN BEES.

Nothing for a long time has so agi
tated the minds and divided the opin
ions of the United States bee-keeper» 
as the introduction of this race of bee» I 
by the Department of Agriculture at | 
Washington. Gleanings ie rather fav
orable to the new-comer, while Editor I 
Hill, of the American Bee-Keeper, I 
waxes hot in hie denunciation of them J 
in the following editorial:

While the Intentions at the Depart-1 
ment are doubtless the best, we deem! 
the procedure one, the wisdom oil 
which may well be questioned. Thfl 
American Bee-Keeper would certain-f 
ly decline the proffered gift of a Cau-| 
caslan queen, and would pray th 
none of Its neighbors might accept; > 
least until the race has given a belts 
account of Itsett than now stands t< 
Its credit In this country. When i 
Caucasian queen for breeding pur] 
t>oses or otherwise la desired, 
breeder would hardly forego the wid| 
to possess her simply because of 
usual purchase price.

The' Caucasian re ce has now bei 
before the American public for mtw 
than twenty years. Some, at lcai 
of those who tried them, found thd
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tc compare favorably with the stlng- 
less beee of the tropics In the matter 
■of complete worthlessness.

It Is twenty years since the writer 
had the honor to be Introduced to a 
colony of these meekest of the meek 
In all beedom. They were as gentle 
and docile as a sick lamb. Their 
docility was exceeded only by their 
laziness; but nothing could exceed In 
completeness the perfection of this 
latter trait. While supers tlerred up 
frqpi three to six, end even eight upon 
colonies of Italians, black and Camio- ' 
Italian crosses, not a section of sur
plus could the gentle Caucasian te 
Induced to store. One of the assist
ants In the apiary used to say that 
they went to the basswood forests at 
rn#al-tlme to eat but returned with 
frnpty honey sacs; and the condition 
if the colony throughout the season 
would Justify such a belief.

It 1s obviously true that the fore
going Instance Is Insufficient to con
demn the race. We find Inferior 
«trains cropping out In any find all 
taces ; but, In view of the fact that 
not a single bee-keeper In all the«e 
years, In all America, who makes the 
production of honey any considerable 
business, has rdopted the Caucasian 
as his choice, and In view of the fact 
that very adverse reports have teen 
made In several Instances, does the 
reader deem It the part of wisdom at 
this time for our Government to 
"leed” the country with Caucasian 
blood? Even the Cyprians have their 
admirers among honey producers (and 
heaven knows they are bad enough) 
but let us hear from one or two Cau

casian admirers with certified reports 
of their honey crops. We're listening. 
Hark!

I Editor Root has for some time had 
I a Caucasian In his bonnet. They are 
I well adapted to thjt requirements of 
I a first-class bonnet-bee, because they 
I will not sting. In,a recent number of 
I Gleanings Bro. |foot refers to this 
I new hobby, again, as follows:
I "I have just asked our Mr. Mel. 
IPrltchard, who has charge at our bees, 
Ihow our Imported Caucasians are 
Idolng, and how their temper Is com- 
1 pared with that of other bees. He 
Esays they are unquestionably the 
flfentlest bees he ever handled. He 
Ehas mauled the hlvee around In all 
Btorts of shapes In cool weather and 
Ithe bees paid no attention to It. He

can hardly make them show fight."
Now, If people kept bees merely fot> 

the pleasure of mauling them around 
stroking their fur and caressing them 
like a poodle dog, all this would be an 
Incentive to put In Caucasians. But, 
as a general rule they do not. Most 
bee-keepers are like Dr. Miller—they 
prefer some honey, even If a few stings 
come with It. However, continuing 
tb comment upon this Interview with. 
Mr. Pritchard, Mr. Root says:

"But they are unsatisfactory In one 
or two other respects. They do not 
know enough, he says, to take syrup 
out of a common feeder In the hives 
when they are short of stores. He has 
been trying to make them put the sy
rup Into combs. But It Is the old case 
of leading the horse to wateg, that 
wouldn’t drink." y

If Mr. Root's Caucasians are similar 
to those with which we have had to 
dc, this trait should cause no surprise. 
Imagine a Caucasian going afoot up
stairs to get something to eat out of 
a feeder. Hardly. Try thinning It 
just to the consistency of nectar Bro. 
Root, warm It nicely and use a cam
el's hair brush Individually. Dip the 
brush Into the warm food and politely 
offer It. We think they could thus be 
Induced to take sufficient to rustaln 
life at least.

Mr. Root concludes his comment 
thus: "Another thing, If the weather 
Is a little cool they will not venture 
out of the hive until an hour or an 
hour and a half after the other bees 
are out In the air. This n*ay or may 
not be a desirable trait In chilly wea
ther. At all events Mr. Pritchard 
thinks the bees are too good natured 
to be good for anything, and that this 
particular colony will need a* lot of 

• nursing to bring It through winter! On 
the other hand, the climate of the 
Caucasus regions Is about the same as 
that of Italy or Florida. If the beee 
are able to survive In Russia they 
might not live through In our climate. 
Even If these bees are not quite equal 
to Italians for honey-gathering the 
fact that they are so very gentle will 
make them In demand with a large 
number."’

We think, Mr. Pritchard Is wise, 
and that he Is a prophet, but we do 
not agree with Bro. Root that the 
mere trait of gentleness Is sufficient 
to establish the Caucasian In favor 
with even a few.
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The sarcasm is striking; Mr. Hill's re
ference to hie experience with tip* Cau
casians probably dates back td hie tui
tion with our Mr. J. B. Hall of Wood- 
stock, who spoke in no uncertain tones 
of his dislike to the .breed at the re
cent Ontario Bee-Keepers’ convention. 
In our opinion it will be beet for Can
adian Bee-Keepers to steer clear of 
these bees until they gain a better re
putation. We have received the fol
lowing letter from Mr. R. F. Holter- 
mann along the same line:
Editor Canadian Bee Journal, Brant- 

/torh. Ont.:
/Dear Sir,—Unwisely, I think, and so 

/do many others, the Department <|f 
Agriculture, Washington, D. C., Is ar
ranging without a thorough test to dis
tribute the Caucasian Bee. Mr. J. B. 
Hall condemns them strongly, and says 
after 23 years’ effort to stamp them out 
their objectionable traits at times crop 
up In the apiary. Would It not be well 
for Canadian bee-keepers to suppress 
their curiosity and let the United 
States distribute them. We can wait a 
season and may keep ourselves from 
Introducing at different points through 
the country what may be as objection
able as the English sparrow.

Tours, etc.,
R. F. HOLTERMANN.

*
The Montreal Star reports that there 

Is a better demand in the market for 
honey. Buckwheat honey is firm at 
7o, white, clover honey ia stronger at 
80 to 9o, and comb honey 13o to 14c. 
The Toronto Bun reporte the Toronto 
market T/t to 8c for light extracted.

*
Arrangementa are being made for a 

"reusing meeting" of the bee-keepers 
of Brant and adjoining counties in the 
Court House, Brantford, January 24 
to 26. We are. looking for President 
Sibbald, of the Provincial Association, 
and and number of other prominent 
men from other parte of the provinee. 
We expect Hr. J. B. Hall of Woodstock 
to be with us and to take the chair.

HONEY IN THE WEST.
Editor C. B. J.r • s ..

The back numbers of the C. R. J. 
are to hand, for which I thank you. I 
take two American bee Journalls, but 
find the supply very incomplete with
out the home paper. Would be pleased 
to write occasionally, but scarcely feel 
Justified In taking space where there 
are so many really able men; and, be
sides my experience Is rather limited, 
having only worked with bees a cou
ple of years In Colorado and hardly 
more here.

The Colorado way and the Quebec 
way of handling bees are very different 
and It would not be likely to Interest 
the eastern people to know how thy do 
In the alfalfa regions.

While coming through British Col
umbia and the Northwest Territories 
last spring I made several enquiries 
regarding the price of honej^ Would 
It not be possible to work up a better 
trade In Western Canada than we now 
have? The prices are extremely high 
west of Manitoba- Several samples of 
honey were given me to taste, all ex
tracted and nearly all labelled “Califor
nian Wild Rose Honey.’’ I am willing 
to go on record for saying It never saw 
California. Quite likely, If the stuff 
could talk, It could tell what a cornfield 
looks Uke.

East of Regina It <s not uncommon 
to see comb honey In the beet stores, 
but to me the real thing In extracted 
was very rare west of- thgt place I» 
it not so that nearly all thq glucose 
and adulterated honey Is sold in place» j 
where little Is known about real bees' 
honey? It seems to me that beekeepers | 
need fear little from the adulterated, 
for a lttte energy on the part of the 
bee-man will establish his honey on the I 
market and crowd the com syrup stuff j 
to the wall.

JOHN TITS-
Compton, Que.

* '
♦♦

♦♦
♦♦
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♦ ANNUAL MEETING ONTARIO | 
j BEE-KEEPERS' ASSOCIATION ::
I i >

The Ontario Bee-Keepers' association 
hey Its twenty-sixth annual meeting 
In Toronto, November 15th, 16th and 
17th, 1905.

The eecretary read the minutes of 
the twenty-fifth annual meeting held 
at Toronto, which on motion of W. J. 
Brown, seconded by W. A. Chrysler, 
were confirmed.

President’s Address.
I am pleased to have the honor of 

welcoming you to the twenty-sixth 
birthday of the Ontario Bee-keepers’ 
Association. Being at present a ctti- 
sen of Toronto, I also bid you welcome 
to the city. Enjoy yourselves In con
vention as much as possible,, but be 
careful In the city to “Keep out of the 
way of the street cars," and "Don't 
blow out the gas."

I read In a country paper the other 
I day that city people are always careful 

to give country visitors the above ln- 
! itructions, but that a Hamilton man, 
I while out at a country fair, was ac- 
] tually run over by a load of hay.

We meet In convention annually to 
Italic about matters pertaining to the 
|llttle bees and the honey they gather, 

1 venture to say that no one out- 
|*aJe of our fraternity can understand 
be pleasure It is to exchange Ideas 

hnd, copying from our pets, give 
I pointers" to others. While we may 

! somewhat dogmatic, and think our 
|wn system, the hive we use, the bees 
fe have and the honey they gather, 
letter than those possessed.by others, 
fill we learn much from these meet- 

and, as a rule, you will find the 
nbers of our Association expert 

«-keepers and better posted on all 
nlng to apiculture than those

who do not avail themselves of the 
opportunity of joining jvlth us and at
tending our meetings.

Since our last convention a very fair 
honey crop has been realized, especially 
in the western half of our Province, 
prices have been fair and the demand 
good, and so we meet under most fav
orable circumstances in this way, and. 
like bees In a good flow, are "good- 
natured." Our Honey Show, which 
was Inaugurated last year, has now 
become an annual event, and the exhi
bition in the hall at present will do. 
credit to our production, and should 
do much to bring honey more promin
ently before the people of this city and 
the Province, besides stimulating a 
worthy rivalry between bee-keepers to 
produce something better than has 
been produced.
The holding of this convention In To

ronto will tend to centralize our meet
ings, and It might be wise for us to 
consider some means whereby a num
ber of first-class, successful bee-keep
ers might be sent or be available to 
attend the local affiliated societies, 
thereby keeping these societies In clo
ser touch with the parent society, and 
at the same time adding interest to 
their meetings.

Apiculture Is advancing. Bee-keep 
ers are adopting short-cut methods, 
which make It possible for a man to 
attend two or three hundred colonies, 
where a few years one hundred would 
have been sufficient, producing from 
20 to 30 thousand pounds of honey, 
where ten thousand would have been 
considered big work. And while we 
are considering ways and means of 
cutting corners, we must not forget 
that the larger output will require a 
bigger market, else prices will go Town. 
Our Association has here a field for 
work—to advertise hor.ey and to edu
cate the public to eat more honey. 
If people only understood how delirious.
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*nd wholesome, how cheap and econ
omical,1 honey really I», they would use 
It far more largely as an every-day 
food. How many people realise that 
live pounds of honey can be obtained 
for the same money that two pounds 
■of butter costs, and that many children 
Would prefer It to butter, spread on 
tread. Thirty cents will buy a quart 
Of honey, and It will go farther than 
two or three quarts of fruit. We should 
all seek to create a better home mar
ket for honey; It can be done.

Your committee have done their 
best to provide a program. Including 
subjects of live Interest and import
ance to bee-keepers at present, and It 
Is the wish of your officers of 1*05 thit 
the most profitable convention that has 
been called will be the present one.

Mr. R. H. Smith—I was out until a 
tew minutes ago trying to find better 
accommodation for our meetings. I 
don't know that I can add very much 
to what the president has said with 
regard to the advice to visitors to the 
city. We are very glad to hear that the 
honey crop is better this year than 
It was last year as far as the western 
part of the province Is concerned. There 
are certain parts east of Toronto, how
ever, where the crop has not been so 
good. As one of the oldest members 
of this association I might say that 
I have attended nearly all the meetings 
since 1880 and I have always found 
them profitable, not only with regard 
to what we can learn about bee-keep
ing, but we meet with bee-keepers that 
we don't see at any other time. I find 
meeting them here is better than hearing 
them through The -Bee Journal. As 
our president'has said, It Is the means 
of taking the bee-keepers In short cuts 
and letting them know of new meth
ods, and unless we keep the market up 
to the production the prices are sure 
to go down. I don’t think It is neces
sary that prices should go down. They

are low enough now. People are only 
beginning to get acquainted with the 
value of honey and when It becomes 
better known It will be more popular,, 
especially If the quality la better. That 
Is one of the things we have to con
sider. That has been one of the causes 
why honey has not been used as freely 
as It should be used. I have heard 
that If you put a good quality of honey 
on the table It disappears very quickly, 
while It Is hard to get rid of a second 
or third-class article. Now the ad
vance In the quality of honey during 
the last few years has been very 
marked. I remember about twenty 
years ago when we got what we con
sider now second or third class honey, 
we thought It was first-class honey, 
both In comb and extracted. So that 
it Is a point for us to consider. I think 
If you examine the exhibits In thç hall 
you will find that the quality is as good 
as anything every shown In any exhib
ition on this side of the line. I hope, 
Mr. President, that we shall have a 
profitable meeting and that any who 
wish to learn anything may not go 
away disappointed, but will feel that 
they have benefited by coming here. 
(Applause.)

The President—As there is some dis
satisfaction expressed about the room 
we are meeting In, I may say that this 
evening we will hold our meeting in 
the room immediately below this. The | 
next Item on the program is an ad
dress by the Minister of Agriculture, j 
but as he could pot be here this after
noon, I will call on Prof. Harrison fori 
his address. The Minister of Agrl-f 
culture will be with us to-morrow al-| 
ternoon.

Professor. Harrison—Mr. Chairm«a| 
I.adies and Gentlemen : I am sure I 
affords me a great deal of pleasure til 
meet with you her at this time li 
this very well ventilated hall (Laugbj 
•ter). I usually come before you wlt|



THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL. IT

rather a technical subject, but this 
year I thought that perhaps It would 
be better for me, as I was making my 
exit from my position as a director of 
the Association and a representative of 
the Agricultural College, to make my 
remarks a little more general than I 
have been In the habit of doing, and In
stead of speaking to you on a subject 
that causes so much discussion In these 
meetings, that of foul brood, I thought 
It better to say a few words about the 
means of diffusing aplcultural knowl
edge. This is a subject that I have 
been thinking of for the last year or 
two and I have been led to think 
about It because I fancy this associa
tion Is not doing all It might do to help 
bee-keepers, especially beginners, in 
the various parts of the province. Now 
what means has the association for get
ting their reports of the convention 
and the knowledge of the experts who 
attend there meetings before the peo
ple ? First of all, you have by means 
of your publications, there 1^ a flrst- 
class Journal, The Canadian Bee Jour
nal, and there Is the annual report. 
With regard first of all to The Bee 
Journal. I don’t know the circulation 
of that, but I believe that every mem
ber of the Association receives It and 
the same Is also true of the report— 
only members of the Association re 
celve that report and perhaps also the 
members of the Farmers’ Institue. Now 
that Is very excellent as far as it goes, 
but does it go far enough ?

Are there not many who are Inter
ested in bee-keeping who would be 
benefited very greatly by some knowl
edge of bee-keeping as given in these 
Journals. Let me Instance first of all 
with regard to the Canadian Bee Jour
nal. I don't want to take the editor 
to task at all—I don’t wish to find 
fault at all, but as I am going out I 
think It Is a fine opportunity to let you 
know what I am thinking of and I hope

I will not do injury at all by making 
the remarks. I think The Bee Jour
nal, first of all, might Increase Its else 
and give us more of what Is going on 
abroad. Now, I believe that a great 
many extracts are made from The 
^American bee Journals and they 
should receive first place because their 
conditions are much the same as we 
have here, but at the same time there 
are many articles coming out In Euro
pean Journals which I think should find 
a place in The Jpurnal here. And 
then I think there should be something 
every month for beginners. Now that 
has taken place In some numbers of 
The Journal, but there are always be 
glnners and you must remember that 
although they seem old facts to you 
there are-a great many who would re
ceive benefit from them. The same 
applies to the report. The thing that 
Impressed me In the last meeting was 
the address by Mr. Hoshal. That ad
dress commended Itself to me as being 
very plain, very practical and some
thing that was altogether needed, not 
by you particularly, but by those who 
should like to get an Idea of bee-keep
ing. I shall again have reference to 
that. That address will lead me on to 
another point which I wish to make. 
This meeting Is the only one which this 
Association conducts during the year, 
and I think that it la a great mistake. 
I attended this year a meeting of an
other society, and during the meeting 
an enthusiastic member got up and 
said they should have more than one 
annual meeting a year. It was appre
ciated, of course. (Laughter.) But I 
think there should be more than one 
meeting a year of tbis-Assoctatlon. and 
if not more than one meeting, some
thing should bel done by the Associa
tion through the Department of Agri
culture perhaps, to bring this to the 
attention of the fruit-growers particu
larly and those who are interested In
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along■eed education and the farmers gener
ally. Now. I mention these especially 
because the fruit-growers should be 
very much Interested In the bees, be
cause of the fertilising power of the 
bee, and that Is also true of the seed- 
grrewer. You have In that Association 
;an organization through which the Op- 
tarlo Bee-keepers’ Association could 
work with great advantage. Now, then, 
In the fruit-growers’ meetings during 
the year, in the spring and during the 
summer at the various orchards for 
demonstrating the best method of 
spraying, it, would be very easy for 
this Association to recommend speak
ers at those meetings to give them 
something about apiculture, and sonte- 
thlng about fertilization, and some
thing about bee-keeping, and about 
how to raise bees and produce honey. 
And also at other times of the year, 
when they have meetings. Now, these 
are the times when you want to go 
right out to the farmer and give him 
some Instruction. There you have an 
organisation ready to hand, and all you 
would have to do would be to nominate 
certain speakers who would give a plain, 
straightforward account of the subject 
that you think should be laid before 
them.

Perhaps the first thing would be the 
suggestion that bee-keeping would not 
hurt the crops of the fanner, but 
vould be good for them. There Is an 
Impression of that kind around, as 
some of you are aware. Well, that Is 
one thing you could do for the Associ
ation. Then the next year you could 
give them Instruction on bees, and the 
raising of bees—the beet method; such 
an address, for example, as Mr. Hoshal 
gave here. I might say that Mr. 
Marshal's paper was particularly In
teresting to those who wished to go . 
Into bees on a little larger scale and 
Use the case system, but the second 
year’s Instruction should be given

a well-defined line. Let the 
speakers come together at the begin
ning of the season and get them all 
primed along these Unes. Then send 
them out. •

Then during the winter we have an
other organization, that Is the Farmer*' 
Institutes. Now, we have speakers go- 
olng out there all through the Province 
and why not have several representa
tives of the Bee-keepers’ Association 
going out with these delegations In cer
tain districts of the country where 
they think bee-keeping would be suc
cessful, and there give them Instruction 
as to the proper care of bees. Now, I 
think this Is work which the Associa
tion could very well undertake, and not 
only Increase the membership of this 
Association, but It would be also a ma
terial aid to the farmers. It would 
give them another side-line. It would 
also be a direct benefit to the fruit
grower and the seedsman and the seed- 
grower, In the way I have already In
dicated.

Then the third method is for the As
sociation to send out members—well- 
qualified members of the Association— j 
to the meetings of the local societies. 
There should be no difficulty to get 
speakers, provided, of course, you have 
sufficient funds to carry all this work I 
on. Send out speakers to certain local 
conventions. There are local societies I 
scattered all over the province, and ij 
era sure that a number of speakers I 
from the Agricultural College would! 
help In this work, and would give rheirl 
aid In addressing the spring meetings | 
of the local societies. These local so
cieties are very valuable, as they are! 
feeders of this central organization. Sul 
I think that Is a third line upon ’.vhlck| 
the Association might spend mo 
time.

Now, I have already spoken In 
brief way of the kind of demonstration! 
but, whatever you do, let the AssoclM
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tlon send out the very beet men pos
sible. It Is no good sending out a man 
who doesn't understand his business. 
Let him be able to present It In a clear, 
straightforward manner, and who can 
give Information, If the Assocratlon 
needs It, along lines upon which they 
are not posted. That Is, for example, 
about the fertilisation of flowers and 
the fertilisation of those plants which 
are grown of seeds. Now, upon these 
lines, probably the College at Guelph 
would be able to help you, though the 
Association, I am quite sure, could name 
off half-a-dozen or more members who 
are qualified to give addresses on the 
production of honey for extraction or 
for comb. 1 make these few remarks, 
and I hope you may be able to do 
something along these lines. This is 
the last meeting at which I shall be 
able to be present with you as a rep
resentative of the Agricultural College 
at Guelph. I have already left the 
College. I wish you all very great 
success upon the lines you are follow
ing. (Applause.)

The President—We are glad to have 
this address from Professor Harrison, 
and I am sure, even If he does go down 
to the other Province, we shall be glad 
to have him with us again. The .deas 
that he has put before us are good in 

| some respects. There are some of us 
who might think we didn't want so 
many new beginners, but I will tell 

j r«u one thing we want, and we could 
use that machinery, and that is, every 
Iran that keeps bees ought to be edu
cated how to keep them right, and how 
to produce the best kind of honey. 
Now, it strikes me that perhaps you 
would like to discuss this matter. We 
have about half an hour before the 
nest subject, so if any of the members 
would like to say anything along the 
lines of the address we would be glad 
10 hgpr from them.

It was moved by Mr. Holtermann,

i>

and seconded by Mr. Whiteside, that 
the meeting discuss this subject dur
ing the time available/—Carried.

Mr. Holtermann—While Professor 
Harrison was speaking I Jotted down 
oni or two thoughts that struck me, 
and one was that of getting more In
formation from sources other than our 
own continent. I regret very much 
that we are not more In touch with 
European and so-called foreign bee lit
erature, and if anything could be done 
to have these articles translated from 
the various languages and published 
In our Bee Journal we might get a 
good many valuable points. Perhaps 
we have been too much of the opinion 
—though perhaps In a sense correctly— 
that on this continent Canadians are 
second to none along the bee-keeping 
line,. I am not going to contradict that, 
but when we go to Europe and get men 
there with time and means to Investi
gate these subjects carefully we get a 
class of men rare In this country, and I 
know I get practical hints from the 
foreign Journals which I value very 
much. Then the next subject, having 
more than one meeting a year. 
We In our section of the 
country are trying to do certain things 
along the line. The first Is to have 
meetings quarterly—that Is the county 
Bee-Keepers' Association. Ahd then In 
the winter we have had district bee
keepers' conventions and at these meet
ings practical things have been 
discussed, the various counties meeting 
together and having discussions. I 
hope the dlfteremt adjoining counties 
will try and get together and discuss 
the practical questions that come up. 
It would be a great help to you all. 
Then the value of the bees In fertiliz
ing plants. That.Is an Important sub
ject, one that we cannot talk too much 
about. I have come down here with 
the Intention of bringing before you the 
desirability of getting the government



» THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.

to carry on some experiments to show 
the value of the bees In fertilising clo
ver and buckwheat and so on, and In 
addition to that to notify all who have 
any evidence to the contrary to bring It 
along, and have It all printed at the 
same time. Now that would give a fair 
chance to both sides, and show the 
value of the bees In this regard. I could 
give you some things that are said that 
would startle you, that Is about the 
damage that crops derive from the bees 
visiting them: and there are some here 
who could tell you of people who nay 
the same thing. Now this year we find 
that In some places the alslke clover 
yield has been varied. Some placps It 
has been good and some places It has 
not been worth threshing and I have 
found In every case that the larger yield 
has been In localities where beeS were 
kept. I have three apiaries and the 
man with whom I had the bees said to 
me, "Well, HoltertBhn. I don’t know 
what has done It, but X never In my 
life had a better yield of alslke clover,” 
and at Jarvis the alslke clover wasn't 
worth threshing. A man at Burford 
said to me. “This fall our alslke clover 
has amounted to nothing,” and, he 
said, I know why It Is. He said, we 
haven't got bees In our section. He 
said, can’t you put some bees In our 
neighborhood? Now there are men 
who say that the bees arc a positive 
disadvantage to the clover seed and to 
buckwheat, and so we have these things 
to contend with. Now there was one 
point that Professor Harrison has 
spoken of that Is a rather sensitive one. 
In a sense It just depends on how we 
understand it. But I claim this that 
we don't want to do too much In the 
direction of getting more bee-keepers, 
and we are suffering from the fact 
that bee-keeping Isn’t made a business. 
It Is looked upon in this way that any
one can keep bees and they keep them 
In a slipshod manner to a very great

extent and we want to Impress upon 
the people that there Is very much to 
learn and that It Is a business, and 
then teach them how to produce a good 
article, and In doing that we can hare 
more permanent bee-keepers than at 
present, and we will have a better 
product upon the market and conse
quently a better market. In opr house 
we had Some honey and /very one J 
wanted It until It was finished and then 
we had another lot a little off, and yet 
at the same time wouldn’t be consid
ered a bad honey, and that was put 
on, and the result was that that jar 
lasted three times as long as the pre
vious one. The public shoulÿ be taught I 
how to Judge honey, and if that could I 
be done It would compel bee-keepers I 
to produce a better article and If they I 
didn’t they would have to go out of| 
business.

Mr. Evans— I would Just like to sayl 
that this Association has done some-T 
thing along the lines that Profesaoq 
Harrison has spoken of. When I 
president we got up a statement show-| 
lng the advantages of this Associate 
and showing a great many thing» I 
connection with bee-keeping that shoul^ 
be useful, and why they should Jol 
the society and about the Foul Bn 
act and all that sort of thing and ’ 
had them mailed to the bee-keepei 
tyut It seemed to be a hopeless poll/ 
after all for we only got one hundr{ 
members. So that It appears that 1 
general public do not take very md 
Interest In it* Then we had the lectq 
by Professor Fletcher with refer# 
to the fertilisation of flowers thn 
the country, so that the bee keeri 
have been doing something. I am ql 
In accord with the president that f 
don’t want to go out in the high» 
and hedges and compel the people] 
become bee-keepers. I think If we ' 
out and Induced a large numbeij 
people to keep bees we would
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In a very short, time that we would 
not be able to sell our honey. People 
make a mistake In comparing honey 
iflth cheese and butter and things 
that have a good foreign market for we 
And that honey hasn't a good foreign 
market. There have been times when 
honey has only brought live cents a 
pound and any large Increase In the 
production of honey, would produce a 
glut In Ontario, and I don’t think It 
Is In our Interest. I think the best 
way Is to Instruct a man how to keep 
bees and produce a good quality of 
honey, and on that Une I think the 
iddress was a very good one.

Mr. W. A. Chrysler—I have been 
|thlnklng for some time of education 

ad educational advantages, and I 
link we should start with the young.

the most successful bee-keepers 
i this country or In any other calling 

they generally started young. I 
link this Is a matter affecting the 

of Education for the Province, 
vocation In this country should 

! presented In all Its phases In pub- 
! and high school, and each child can

r
en start on a calling which he takes 
lancy to or prefers; he takes Interest 
i that one line and becomes enthusl- 

ln It and when he follows It up 
i makes the most possible out of his 

calling: Having started on one 
I those callings—bee-keeping, for ex- 
mple—I should then consider that 
ifessor Harrison’s suggestions are 

and I think we should do all we 
l to conduct ourselves and help each 

r In every possible way. But I find

I
t that a man that starts out late 
life In any vocation usually makes 
failure of It, more or lees, and In 

other location does he make a 
Her failure than In bee-keeping.

bt Is slavery. It kills the sense of 
endent manliness.—A YoungMan's

«

SOME USES OF THE SHALLOW 
EXTRACTING SUPER.

By Wm. L. Cooper.
The few remarks I have seen In the 

"Canadian Bee Journal" concerning 
shallow extracting supers have all been 
adverse. It Is my object In this article 
to show another side of the question. 
Thu critics of these supers seem to 
have taken It for granted that they 
are Intended to take the place of the 
deep super. They have tried them In 
this way and reported failure. I am 
not surprised. The deep super Is far 
the best for general purposes but the 
other has Its uses, and I claim for 1t 
the following advantages:

(1) It Is best for a weak colony In a 
rapid flow.

(2) It Is best for any colony In a 
very light flow.

(S) It Is most useful to Induce bees 
to work In sections.

(4) It Is good to use In spring when 
a colony has about fllled the lower 
story with brood and honey. If a full 
super be given at this time the etraln 
of keeping the double story wa:n at 
rights Is very severe.

This last point I do not desire to 
press. It Is probably largely a matter 
of locality. My practice Is to give a 
shallow extracting super full of worker 
combs to a colony as soon as It has 
got all frames but the two outer ones 
fllled with brood. They will at once 
start brood-raising In the super. As 
soon as settled warm weather arrives 
I remove the shallow super, jhaxl.ig 
oft all the bees, and give a deep one 
Instead. The shallow super with brood 
Is given to a weaker colony. Repjated 
trials have proved to me that If the 
deep one be given at first the bees will 
do practically no work In It Now for 
the other points:

(1) My experience Is that a weak 
colony will store very little honey In 
a full-depth super, even In a heavy
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flow, and that little will be poorly 
ripened. It will All and seal eight shal
low frames In a surprisingly short 
space of time.

(2) A strong colony will generally do 
a certain amount of work In a full- 
depth super, even In a very light flow. 
They will do It much better and quick
er In a shallow one, however.

(S) This point has been so thorough
ly threehed out In some of the Ameri
can bee journals that It seems hardly 
necessary to refer to It again. If bees 
show any unreadiness to start work 
In sections, give thenl a shallow ex
tracting super. As soon as they are 
working freely In this replace ,wlth 
sections, leaving extracting super on 
top for a day or two. Then remove 
and give to a weak colony to finish.

I have no desire to compare shallow 
and deep supers, since, as I have point
ed out, they are for different pur
poses, but this I «111 say In favor of 
the former—the shallow frames are 
lighter to handle, easier to remove bees 
from, quicker to uncap and far sooner 
sealed and ripened.

Cannlngton Manor, Sask.

THF 8IBBALD METHOD.
Canadian Bee Journal:

I doubt If the Slbbald method will 
prove desirable, when Increase Is de
sired, with a crop of comb honey, or 
to be used during the honey crop as 
a preventative of swarming, although 
I shall test It another season, as any 
method Is unsatisfactory when the 
crop Is a failure, as It was this year.

When I do value this method, or a 
part of It, Ik In May, before the honey 
flow (which with us begins June 10 to 
16) Some seasons quite a large per
centage of colonies In comb-honey 
yards will prepare for swarming In 
May, and these colonies we treat on 
the Blbbald plan, as a method of re-

queenlng and to control swarming un
til the flow arrives. When the young 
queen begins laying we build up her 
colony with brood from the old colony, 
and this season, at least, these built- 
up colonies with the young queens did 
not attempt to swarm. I am making 
some boards like an escape-board.; 
with entrance 1n front and when using! 
the Slbbald plan early In the season 1 
plan to put the old hive and^olonv on I 
this board, which will then%orm the| 
floor of the upper hive and the lid 
the lower hive. This will save the ex-| 
pense of an extra Ud and floor, if 
Increase is desired.

One can easily secure a lot of 
Alley or Doolittle ripe queen-cells 
practise this method of re-queenlng i 
a whole yard at such a time as to J 
the young queens begin laying ns 
flow opens, then kill the old queen i 
unite. Would they swarm If run 
comb honey? I fear that some of t| 
would.

K. P. AT WATER |
Idaho, U.S.A.

The highest service you can 
render the world, the greatest th 
you can ever do, Is to make you* 
the largest, completest, and squ 
man possible. There Is no other I 
like that—no achievement like th

DO NOT LET YOUR BEES
If you have neglected to feed 

or If It was too late and they did l 
take down the syrup DO NOT AI 
THEM TO STARVE, besides the 
IT IS CRUEL, IT IS WRONG.

Buy Devonshire Bee Candy and 1 
It on the top of the frames. In !•) 
cakes, 10c per lb. Medicated to 
vent fould brood, 12ftc.

tioold, Shapley & Muir Co. i
BCANTroeD, CANADA


