
lAAAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

1.0

I.I

2.5

12.2

2.0

1.8

1.25— 1.4 J4

« 6" —

^ /^ ^/
'm

^:el >^ > /I

^
'/ Photographic

Sciences
Corporation

f?
\

«
%.V

-^

\\

^:^.

^1^ ^^%.
mso

rv
'i3 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, N.Y. 14580

(716) s/a-A.roa

^



^ ^r^' . ^.
^

i?.r

i/.x

CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions / Institut Canadian de microreproductions historiques

^

4^^



Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques
The
tot

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,
which may alter any of the images in the

reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

D
D
D
D
n

n

n

n

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagde

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurde et/ou pelliculde

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes g^ographiques en :ouleur

D

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre da couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Reli6 avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/
Lareliure serree peut causer de I'ombre ou da la

distorsion le long de la marge interieure

Blantt leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
hava been omitted from filming/
II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutdes
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texta,
mais, lorsque cela dtait possible, ces pages n'ont
pas iti filmies.

Additioni^l comments:/
Commentaires suppl^mentaires;

L'Institut a microfilme le meilleur exemplaire
qu'il lui a ete possible de se procurer. Les details
de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-etre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la m^thode normale de filmage
sont indiqu^s ci-dessous.

I

I

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagees

Pages restored and/oi
Pages restaurees et/ou pelliculees

Pages discoloured, stained or foxei
Pages ddcolorees, tachetdes ou piquees

Pages detached/
Pages detachees

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of prir

Qualite indgale de {'impression

Includes supplementary materia
Comprend du materiel supplementaire

I

I

Pages damaged/

I

I Pages restored and/or laminated/

I
]

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

I

I

Pages detached/

r~l Showthrough/

I I

Quality of print varies/

I I

Includes supplementary material/

The
pos
oft
filrr

Orij

beg
the
sioi

oth
firs'

sior

or il

Only edition avaiiable/

Seule Edition disponible

The
she
TIN
whi

Maj
uiff

enti

beg
righ

reqi

met

D Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata
slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement
obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,
etc., cnt dtS fiim^es i nouveau de facon a

obtenir la meilleure image possible.

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmd au taux de reduction indiqui ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X

12X

V

16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



e
stalls

s du
modifier

r une
image

The copy filmed here has been reproduced thanks
to the generosity of:

Bibliothdque nationale du Quebec

The images appearing here are the best quality

possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in keeping with the
filming contract specifications.

L'exemplaire filmd fut reproduit grdce d la

g6n6rosit6 de:

Bibliothdque nationale du Quebec

Les images suivantes ont 6td reproduites avec le

plus grand soin, compte tenu de la condition et
de la nettet6 de l'exemplaire film6, et en
conformity avec les conditions du contrat de
filrnage.

Original copies in printed paper covers are filmed
beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-
sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other original copies are filmed beginning on the
first page with a printed or illustrated impres-
sion, and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustrated impression.

Les exemplaires originaux dont la couverture en
papier est imprim^e sont filmds en commenpant
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la

dernidre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou c"illustration, soit par le second
plat, selon le cas. Tous les autres exemplaires
originaux sont film6s en commenpant par la

premidre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration et en terminant par
la dernidre page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

The last recorded frame on each microfiche
shall contain the symbol ^^ (meaning "CON-
TINUED "), or the symbol V (meaning "END"),
whichever applies.

Un des symboles ouivants apparaitra sur la

dernidre image de cheque microfiche, selon le

cas: Id symbols —- signifie "A SUIVRE", le

symbols V signifie "FIN".

Maps, plates, charts, etc., may be filmed at

uifferent reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are filmed
beginning in the upper left hand corner, left to

right and top to bottom, as many frames as
required. The following diagrams illustrate the
method:

Les cartes, planches, tableaux, etc., peuvent dtre
filmds d des taux de reduction diffdrents.

Lorsque le document est trop grand pour dtre

reproduit en un seul clichd, il est filmd a partir

de Tangle supdrieur gauche, de gauche d droite,

et de haut en bas, en prenant le nombre
d'images ndcessaire. Les diagrammes suivants
illustrent la mdthode.

rrata

to

peiure,

T a

3
32X

1 2 3

1 2 3

4 5 6

I



6

,|oriT^E^L ^fyADE'^oy^Bjii^.

M

from any

the contr

admiratio

gems of t

matic tre;

Many an
" Molson,'

believe th(

Unlil

political d(

lar hero, o

matist nee(

were issue(

England, n

ascertained

add that th

excepted).



IFROM THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS, APRIL, 1872.]

MONTREAL TRADE TOKENS
BY ALFRED SANDHAM.

k^^H liK^^B

SHALL not attempt any long article upon the subject chosen,
as the tokens to be described possess no points of special interest
beyond that which is attached to them for their numismatic
value. A glance is sufficient to show that they were not issued

from any desire to furnish that which should be "a thing of beauty"; on
the contrary, they are deficient in almost every point which might claim
admiration for artistic taste, or excellence of workmanship. As "choice
gems of the engraver's art," they will never be sought after, but as "numis-
matic treasures," they are worthy of, and receive considerable attention.
Many an^ anxious hour has been spent in search of an " Owen "

or a
" Molson," but the desire to possess the former is rarely fulfilled, and I

believe there is but one Canadian Collection in which it is to be found.

_

Unlike some American or English issues, the Montreal tokens bear no
political devices, nor do they serve to perpetuate the memory of any particu-
lar hero, or pnl^lic event. Theirs was no sentimental mission, and the numis-
matist needs not the aid of the historian to learn the object for which they
were issued. With two exceptions, the dies were prepared in Birmingham,
England, and although in some instances, the exact date of issue cannot be
ascertained, J believe I am correct in arranging them as I have done. I may
add that the illustrations are from specimens in my own collection (the Owen
excepted). • •• • •, •
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MONTREAL TRADE TOKENS.

No. I.

Obv. A ship under sail to right. Rev. Within a circle of cordage, " R.

W. Owen, Montreal Ropery." Copper, size 1 7.

Mr. Owen carried on an extensive business in the East End of the city,

for many years prior to 1837, but as to when the token was issued, there is

no reliable information. Mr. Owen's establishment was destroyed by fire

some years after the date named.

No. 2.

Obv. " 1 . S. Brown & Co., Importers of Hardware, Montreal." Rev.

An anvil, hammer and tongs, between a scythe blade and vise, above which

are two spades crossed. Copper, size 17.

This token was issued in June, 1832. Mr. Brown imported about eight

hundred pounds' weight, and as the tokens were made sixty to a pound, the

number placed in circulation was nearly fifty thousand. The cost, including

the expense of dies, was one shilling and five pence sterling per pound. A
great scarcity of change existed when these were issued, and Mr. Brown

experienced no difficulty in disposing of his " business cards " at the rate of

fifty cents per pound, thereby securing a handsome profit of about one

hundred per cent

No. 3.

Obv. Two maple leaves crossed. " Commerce, Bas Canada." Rev.

Within a wreath " Un Sou. Jh. Ray, Montreal." Copper, size 17.

Mr. Joseph Ray carried on business in Montreal for over half a century,

and retired in October, ^052, when the premises occupied by him were des-

troyed by fire. He was a prominent man in public affairs, having represented

the East Ward of the city in Parliament, when the troubles of 1837 broke

out. He was also a justice of the peace, a commissioner for the erection of

parishes, &c. He died July 31, 1856, aged 84 years. This token was issued

in 1833, the dies having been prepared, and the tokens struck in Montreal.

This is, therefore, the only token of " home manufacture." The number

issued is not known. A very fine specimen sold in New York in April,

1 87 1, for $2.50.

No. 4.

Obv. "Francis Mullins & Son, Importers of Ship Chandlery, Montreal."

Rev. A ship under sail to right. "Commerce token." Copper. vSize 17.

Heavy milled edge and rim.

Mr. Mullins cmio^rated from Ireland in 1821, and three vears later com-

menced business in Montreal. Some years after he proposed admitting his
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MONTREAL TRADE TOKENS.

son into the business, and these tokens were ordered from Birmingham. The

business arrangements were not carried into effect, and the tokens bear the

name of a firm which never existed. Mr. MuUins imported four kegs of about

400 pounds each. Three of these kegs were forwarded to Western Canada

(now Ontario,) but the vessel in which they were shipped foundered upon

Lake Ontario, and the tokens were lost. Taking the average weight, the

number actually placed in circulation was about twenty thousand.

No. b-

Obv Within a circle, a cask; above "Brewers," below " Distillers, &c.

&c &c " In outer circle, " Th^ & W" Molson, Montreal." Rev. Within a

circle, a number of distilling utensils. In outer circle, " Cash paid for all

sorts of Grain. 1837." Copper, size 19.

Messrs. Thomas & William Molson were sons of Hon. John Molson,

whose name stands so prominent in the annals of Canadian history as having

fitted out the first steamboat that ever ploughed the waters of the St. Law-

rence, and the second built upon this continent. In partnership with his

sons he carried on business under the firm of John Molson & Sons. On his

decease in 1836 Messrs. Thomas & William succeeded to the business, and

in 1837 they procured the dies for these tokens from Messrs. Rawdon, Wnght

& Hatch, of New York.

The actual value of the tokens being above that of a half-penny, their

circulation was anything but a profitable investment. A very small number

was issued, certainly not over jj^ioo worth. The dies are at present in the

possession of Messrs. John H. R. Molson & Bro., who carry on an extensive

business as brewers and sugar refiners. A fine specimen sells at from ^i

to $1.50.

No. 6.

Obv. Head of Victoria to left. " R. Sharpley, Jeweller and Watchmaker,

Notre Dame Street, Montreal." Rev. " Importer of silver-ware. Clocks,

Gaseliers, Bronzes, Cabinet-ware, Gla.ss-ware, &c. &c. &l." Brass, gilt. Size

"Mr. Sharpley began business in 1835. In the year 1862 a firm in

Birmingham prepared dies, and furnished him with twenty gross (2880) of

these tokens, which were intended for distribution principally among his

American customers. They somewhat resemble (in size and appearance)

the English sovereign. Only a very few have been circulated in Montreal,

which will account for their being unknown to the majority of Canadian

colicCiors.
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MONTREAL TRADE TOKENS.

No. 7.

Obv. Laureate head of Victoria within a beaded circle. " Dominion of

Canada, Province of Quebec." Rev. A similar circle inclosing the words,
•' Use Devin's vegetable worm pastilles. July 1867." Outside of circle,

** Devins & Bolton, Druggists, Monlreal."

These tokens have never been put in circulation. The dies were pre-

pared in Birmingham, and the design chosen is similar to that of the Cana-

dian cent. They were seized by the authorities for an infraction of the cur-

rency laws, which forbid the importation, manufacture, or issue of any trade

or other token, unless permission be first obtained, and bonds given for the

redemption of the •'ime. The tokens (about 8000 in number) still remain in

custody of the Customs department.

The highest price paid for fine specimens of the Mullins, or Brown
token, has been 50 cents. No particular value can be placed upon the

Sharpley token, as specimens may be obtained of that gentleman at any
time, and with reference to the Devins token, it is quite probable that it may
yet be placed in circulation and be quite easily obtained, although at present

it is considered scarce. A first rate (or in numismatic parlance, a very fine)

specimen of " Owen " is worth from $5 to ^10, and might command a shade

higher figure.
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