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Mr. President and Gentlemen:

Permit me to express the deep ap-
preciation felt on receiving the
ananimous mnomination to be your
candidate once more for this grand
riding of “Wictoria and Haliburton.

For twenty-seven K continuous ses
sions T have been honored in serving
you in Parliament; my ideals of
politica thus evidently commending
themselves to you, My policy has
been modelled on that of the late
Rt. Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald,
and based on the foundation prinei-
ples of rvesponsible government,

While adhering in non-cssentials to
party, which is made up of men, and
based on priociples, T have ever
tried to stand by principles—for these
are eternal, while men are transient,
mere creantures of the hour. Where
assentials are involved T have on
several oceasions severed my alle
giance to party.

One of these instances was the ‘‘all
Canadian’’ railway to the Yukon ;
another was the attempted coercion
of Manitoba in 1895. The all Cana-
dian route to the Yukon must soon
be constructed ; while creed meddling
as creed, in comstitutional problems
should be discouraged.

In 1911 the Conservative party,
having won the elections, T hecame
Minister of Militia and Defence, and
my aims, carried out with more or
le8a muccess, were :—

To get the hest service for money
votad

To improve
militia,

To secure larger training areas in
each military district.

To establish a Cadet system.

To construct drill halls wherever

the training of the

aCessary,
To train, aud train seriously, offi-
cers.  Flence the sending of large

numbers in 1912 and 1918 to United
States, Britain, France, Switzerland,
Germany, etc,, to witness manoeu-
vres.

It was my privilege on every oeca-
sion to oppose ‘‘Peace at any price’
movements ; for then I felt certain,
what is now known, that German
gold was behind that movement as
well as many other movements.

By 19141 had a trained militia
force of nearly 70,000 men ; a cadet
force of 60,000 ; hesides trained
teachers, 15,000; and ex-militiamen
in tens of thousands.

When the eall came to arms, I was
ready as far as was humanly possi-
ble under the circumstances.

War was declared August 4, 1914,

Canada’s offer of troops was ac-
cepted late on August 7Tth,

On August 9th Valcartier Camp
was ecxpropriated and work was be-

n,

The details of this great camp are
now familiar to all ; so I shall not
enlarge on them here further than to
say that within ten days wool was
made into cloth, cloth into uniform,
and uniform was on the backs of our
soldiers,

Rifle ranges three and a halfl miles
long were constructed and thirty-
three thousand gallant lads were
practising thereon,

Miles of water mains and drainage,
electric lights and voads, and rail-
way tracks, military stores and other
buildings, bridges, ete,, etc., were
completed.

By September 21st the force of 88,-
000 men was marching to embark on
thirty-two ocean liners ; and on Oec-
tober 2nd, the flotilla, convoyed by
a British fleet, sailed from Gaspe

Basin,
Soon thereafter all arrived safely
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at Plymouth, and thence proceeded
to Salisbury Plain, and later to the
front, where they have covered them-
selves with undying glory,

THE MUCH ABUSED ROSS
RIFLE.

Intrigue was brought about by Ge:
man gold to bring the Ross rifle in
to disrepute and d stroy its reputa
tion. The Germa: s knew the high
standing of this rit + and how unerr-
ing it was in the hands of an ex
pert, Their own rifle is the same
length as the Ross rifle, only deficient
in certain points, It was the dead
ly effects that the German officers
knew it would produce that led then!
to hand out their gold to those who
could be influenced to condemn it
Was it the Ross rifle that was to
blame at St. Julien? No! It
was the inferior brands of ammuni-
tion that were sent out that werce
at fault. Three brands of ammuni
tion were taken from our men and
the British four days before the bat-
tle of St. Julien and discarded. Yet
this condemned ammunition was
given them during the fight by Brit-
ish officers in our service. Was it
German gold did it? Bad ammu
nition and not the Ross rifle was to
nlame at that cventful battle. The
British rifles jammed also when this
brand of ammunition was used, To-
day the Ross rifle has no equal, and
with the proper ammunition can do
more and better shouting than any
other rifle manufactured, Were it
not for the work done by the Ross
rifles, how could 32,000 Canadians
hold an army of 120,000 Germans ay
bay, when the latter were equipped
with hundreds of machine guns, field
guns, aeroplanes and modern heavy
artillery ?

HARMONY PREVAILED.
When, year by year, from 1911 to
1914, 1 was quietly, but surely and
firmly, getting the Canadians pre-
pared for the war, which anyone ‘who
carefully studied conditions could

foresee, the Conservative members
stood firmly and loyally, and, al-
though the increase was large, they
trusted my judgment. I have al-
waye appreciated and never .hetrayed
this trust and confidence.

It appears there was recently con-
siderable speculation in some quar-
ters, regarding the attitude I would
take in my remarks on the Address
My comrades of the Conservative
party, however, again paid me .the
highest of compliments in implicitly
trusting me. Although T had mnot
informed the members in the gession
1914-15, or in that of 1915-16, of
the causes of the trouble, and thus
not bhaving given them an opportu
nity of taking action to compel pro-
per consideration on the part of
some of my colleagues, yet with
scarcely an exception the members
realized that nothing would be said
by me to injure a brother member. in
his constituency, or to harm the
party as such in the country. They
were pleased to find their confidenc
instified,

Since then, however, several mem
hers and others have learned a few
of the facts, and they regret that 1
did not inform them at the timé, se
that prompt and decisive action in
the premises could have heen taken
hy the party

FINANCIAL PREPAREDNESS.

Previous to the war the finances of
Canada had fallen from the buoyant
conditions of 1911-12.13 to the verge
of extreme depression. Factories
were closed ; on every hand ‘' Hard

‘Times’’ stared industries and people

in  the face; and “"want of conb
dence’’ held the trade and commerce
of the country firmly in ite gragp. |
then notified the . Finance Minister
that his proper functions weré to
develop correct means of raising the
revenue ; to keep the finances buoy-
ant, and the trade of the country
prosperous, A

When the war brokeout conditions
became even worse.

gt
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INTERFERENCE IN BRITAIN,

The interferences in Britain by Sir
George Perley, who took the posi-
tion, notwithstanding Canada pgid
all the bills, ‘that our Canadian
troops on leaving our shores practi-
cally hecame “‘British Regulars,”’ and
should not be directly under the con-
trol of Canada, but under the Brit-
ish ; that British society influences
should dominate our hospitals, and
Sir Qeorge Perley’s views rule. His
interferences also were disintegrating
on the troops.

ORGANIZING AN ARMY.

For the First Division, the con-
tracting, and the entire organization
were unique. Almost every known
rule of warfare was departed from,
and in every case my judgment prov-
od correct. Not only have the Brit-
ish and French Governments followed
my plen of committees, made up of
good military men, combined with
excellent business men from civil life,
but Russia has followed suit, and
the United States had already, in
January, 1917, begun to organize
along similar lines, The same holds
good in every line of the service.

The purchasing for the First Divi-
sion, with the exception of trucks
and bicycles, is regarded as the most
successful in  history, By arrange-
ment with the Prime Minister—time
being important—there were few Or-
ders-in-Council of any kind until the
work was accomplished, although
careful checks were regularly made

The next stage in the contracting
was adopted during my absence in
England in 1914. A sub-committee
of the Privy Council, of whieh the
Acting Minister of Militia was o
member, would receive the reports
from the Quartermaster-General and
Director of Contracts, and make the
recommendations to the Privyi Coun
ed.

A PROPEL SYSTEM.

On my return I protested against
this procedure, and the following

W
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was adopted :—The Minister of Mili-
tia would receive the reports from
the Quartermaster-General and Direc-
tor of Contracts, and make recom-
mendations to the Privy Council,
who, I understand, referred them for
consideration to a sub-committee of
Council, Both systems caused seri-
ous delays, inconvenience and loss,
and were abandoned.

The next system was the War Pur
chasing Commission, to whom the
Militia Department refers all recom-
mendations.

My own proposition, at the begin
ning of the war, and always, was to
have a committee of capable busi-
ness men assist the Director of Con-
tracts, and I am still of opinion this
would have been by all odds the
best systera, The sub-committee
principles were abgurd, while the War
Purchasing Commission is, In soma
regards, objectionable and weak,

It is only fair to state, however,
that early in the war hundreds of
business firms of all kinds sought
contracts, great and small, begging
for work and frankly assigning the
reason that they must go into bank-
ruptcy if they could not get some-
thing to do.

With the loosening up and distri-
hution of money, and the restoration
ol financial confidence in the coun-
try, caused by the work of the old
Shell Committee, and the manufac-
ture of steel in Canada, the impor
tunities gradually lessened, and final-
ly disappeared ; but for some months
previous the distress amongst busi-
ness peoble was 80 great that con-
tractors were most persistent in beg-
ging and praying for work of any
description ; and discontent, natural-
ly, arose with a few,

EARL, KITCHENER'S REQUEST,
At the beginning of the war, Lord
Kitchener asked me to undertdke the
purchase of clothing, eéquipment, etc.,
for the British and ¥French Govern-
ments. With the great amount of
work on hand, it was impossible for
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me to personally undertake these
duties, so I recommended a Commit-
tee, who would be under the super-
vision of the Director of Contracts,
to purchase in the United States and
Canada. The commodities needed
were then mostly obtainable nnlv in
the former country,

I informed the Prime Minlster of
my action, and also Lord Kitchen
who was agreeable.

MORE INTERFERENCE,

On my return the following week
to Ottawa from Valcartier, 1 learned
that a sub-committee of the Privy
Council had been formed instead, apd
entrusted with the work,

This sub-committee was subsaguent-
Iy ahandoned and the work entrusted
direct to British agenvies,

When I had informed the proposed
committee of their appointment and
of my plans, I suggested that they
should immediately secure options on
all commodities known to be want-
ed. Prices were then normal, At
once options were secured on large
numhers of horses, on woollen goods,
on certain powder commodities. ete
It was therefore rather a rude shock
to my proposed commictee to find
that authority had been given to a
sub-committee as stated ; hut there
was nothing to be done but frankly
inform 4he parties from whom the
options had been received of the
change in plan, and to cancel the
options.

A SAVING OF MILLIONS,

Early in the war all the contracis
made by the British Government
agents in the United States wero
treated by the American contractore
as contraband, and the contractors
would not undertake to ship materi-
als to any warring nation. How to
get the goods delivered was a conun-
drum, Tt was solved by having
them shipped to a point in the Uni-
ted States, and trans-shipped
across the St. Lawrence by water via

Canada, with the full authority and
knowledge of the Department of Cus
toms at Ottawa, and by order of
Hon, Dr. Retd, Minister of Customs,
and thence onward to Britain.

‘This trans-shipment by water was
subsaguently found to. be unneceesary.
as it was arranged with the Ameri-
can railway systems to have the
goods re-shipped via Canada by
train, and onwards to Britain. Later
arrangements were made to ship di
rect from the Port of New York
All this action never cost Canada’or
Great Britain one dollar. Further
had the options on goods in the
earlier part of the war been accepted
at the time I had recommended the
Committee, the saving to the Brit
ish Government in the frst six
months of the war alone, would have
been upwards of one hundred million
of dollars.

It must be remembered that onca
this Committee were passed over,
they were as free as any men in Can-
ada or the United States to deal on
their own account with Britain,
France, Canada, or any other land
1 frankly told them so, and from
that hour, neither directly nor f#ndi
rectly, were they in any transaction
under any cobligation to me, nor was
I to them.

14t us now turn to another aspect
At the outbreak of the war, as 1
have stated, Canada had practically
been brought to the verge of bank-
ruptey, and my fear then was that
we would not be able to maintain
more than .one division in the firing
line.

I had on two previous occasions
pointedly drawn the Finance Minis
terjs attention (o the fact that his
function was to produce a revenue,
keep the business of the country
buoyant, and thus, everything being
prosperous, money would be easily
obtainable. In this, however, suc
cess did not attend his efforts ; or,
rather, my suggestions were not a¢
cepted by tnat gentleman.




THE SHELL COMMITTEE,

When Lord Kitchener cabled me o
get two hundred thousand shrapnel
shells made in the United States, 1
concluded that our splendid indus-
trial captains could manufaecture
them in Canada. My conclusion re-
#ulted in the formation of the old
Shell Committee—a fine, aonourable,
capable and patriotic body., ‘'The
Committee was composed of

General Sir Alexands

Colonel Thomas Can' oy

Colonel David € e. 4

Colonel Watt, ertain officers
of the Militia Department,

In the preliminary stages of the
work of the Sheil Committeec the
question of steel arose, and we were
officially informed that Canpada's
basic steel would not do, but that
acid steel must be imported. 1 at
once demanded the reason why. "I'he
reply was that Britain, in fact all
lands, used acid steel, because basic
steel was not suitable, I replied,
“That is no answer. What I want
to know is, why it will not do?
Why is it not suitable 7' The rea
son then assigned was something a
bout phosphorus and sulphur in our
ore. Then I suggested, ““We will
adapt our ore to the steel.’

Colonel Cantley undertook the ¢x-
periment with Canadian basic steel,
and was f[inally triumphant. He so
prepared the steel that it not only
stood the Woolwich test and was ac-
cepted, but basic steel is used by all
lands in the manufacture of xhells
to-day. !

DEVELOPING CANADA'S
RESOURCES.’

1t simply required, first, driving
power to override the custom of gen-
erations in using acid steel; and, sec-
ond, the skill, capability and perse
verance of a man like Colonel Can-
tley to continue experimenting, at a
cost of many thousands of dollars,
to secure the correct process of man-
ulacturing, The result has been

jertram,

that Canadian workmen and Cane
dian mills have manufactured many
hillions of pounds of steel in Can
ude, t& the benefit of Canadian
bankers, merchants, workmen and
their families.

The same line of policy as was pur
suxd regarding steel was followed
with zinc and copper, DBacked up
by the  Shell Conunittee, 1 kept
pounding away for months until, fin
ally, for the first time in history,
Canadian zinc and Canadian copper
were refined in Conada.

The same holds good with the fish
trade, which is, as yet, merely in its
infancy. 1 had to practically smaush
aside scores of difficulties before
got the fish industry recognized, evos
with the Canadian troops. Naow
has spread to the British troops, aud
I had plans laid for both France sug
Italy. The fish industry is money
found. ‘There is no reason why the
Canadian fish exports should not, w»
another year or two, exceed one hun
dred mmllion of dollars annually, and
in ten years it might readily reach
three hundred million of dollars. Thers
need be no ‘‘meatless days'’ in Can
ada, for fish meat may readily
had

Let us review. The Shell Commit
tee was formed some considerable
time and several millions of dolars
of contracts let, before any very
special attention was drawn to il,
In those days people had to be ea-
joled, coaxed, humoured and nssist
ed inte the taking up of the manu-
facture of munitions, while banks
would not readily loosen up. The
Shell Committee Lhen had few at-
tractions for financial manipulators

The next step witnessed that phase
of human character which leads one
not to take as conclusive immature
views, Scores of people whom I had
assured of success, il they entered
the shell business 'at the beginning,
and who would not touch it, on see-
ing others succeed in the industey.
clamoured for contracts.

iR
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CANADA’S PROSPERITY.

General Bertram was by that time
overrun by demands from Canadians
for making shells. But orders camo
to him very spasmodically from Bri
tain The General could only give
to Canadian industries the orders he
obtained from the War Office ; but he
did his best, and by the end of 1915
had secured contracts for three hun
dred and fifty millions of dollars
worth The consequence was that
times in Canada were good; banks
were prosperous and ready to ad
vance money for almost any cause ;
people had confidence ; dinner pails
were no longer empty; and, ag a re
sult of my refusal to place the order
fortwo hundred thousand shrapne!
shells in the United States, and what
it led up to, Canada could and can
raigse her own domestic loans. These
sbells have done duty from St. Ju
lien to the Somme, and from Vimy
Ridee to Cambral and St. Quentin.

I wly in the war the proposal was
nade that 1, as Minister of Militia,
should pursue the policy of the South
African War, and have all the money
for these orders placed to my per
sonal credit and paid out on my per
sonal cheque. This I point blank
refused to allow, but arranged that
the credit should pass to the Shell
Committee and be cashed by General
Berfram. 1 had appointed an audi
tory’ and from the outset took the
precaution to have the accounts au
dited Ly the bank offlicials also.

THE NEW “NATIONAL" PARTY
But the business was growing
enormously, and the handling of
three hundred  and  fifty milltons
would greatly brace up friendly in-
stitutions. et us mark the out
come. The Shell Committee gave
place to the Imperial Munitions
Board, Mr, J. W. Flavelle has long
been the President of the National
Trust Company. The Finance Min-
ister was for years the General Mao
ager of that Comtmny. Mr. Fla-
velle, certainly a ‘capable financier,

became head of
Munitions Doard.

In March, 1916, attacks were re
newed upon the old Shell Committee:
These attacks, or conspiracies, upon
the Shell Committee and mysell are
classed under a series of five heads :

(1) The attack in 1915 on General
Bertram and his contracts. This
consisited chiefly in agitations, in-
flaming nervous public opinion and
paving the way for the second stage
ol the great conspiracy.

(2) The securing control of the finan-
ces of the new Imperial Munitions
Board. (Incidentally it may be noted
that the chief friends of that group,
known as the ‘''‘National” Party,
were very active for some time in
adverse criticisin of General Derfram
and all conpected  with the Shell
Committee),

the new ' Imperial

MALICE AND JEALOUSY,

(3) Political ambition secms next Lo
have been aroused : and, while I was
bending my best energi s looking af
ter our soldiers and 1he successful
prosceution of the war, boping for
the end thereof that 1 might retire
to private life, agitations towards
myv downfall were planned,

Data were obtained from the Im
perial  Munitions DBoard and every
move possible was made to create a
preliminary  agitation against me,
the old Shell Committee and all as
sociated therewith ; but the Mere
dith-Duff Commission found nothing
but absolutely clean work.

(4) From the very outbreak of the
war Sir George Perley has always
been active, seeking to create an un
healthy atmosphere against me in
Ingland. © Both he. and the Finance
Minister scemed to have had certain
newspaper influence..  The Canaclian
Associated Press, = overseas, in lbing
land, paid by the money of Canada,
is associated indirestly, Every in
sinuation %or adveérse criticism was
sent to Canada. <Perley was there-
fore a fit agent to be appointed the
new Minister O s. A ijournal

e
.,
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in Torento, upon which the Fimance
Minister once served, and which is
generally regarded as his 'Toronto
organ, viciously attacked me, while
two Montreal papers, owned by «
brother of that gentleman, were
sistent in their adverse criticism,

Another plan or scheme seems to
have been the sweetening of the news-
papers of Canada by departing from
the first principles of the Natiopal
policy to sccure printing paper al
fixed price, and incidentally benefit
to a-considerable extent the Yankee
newapapers, The rich advertise-
ments by brokers, by the Govern
went, puid lor by the poor people of
Canada in connection with loans, al
so tended to mollify criticismn of the
press, and secure nueutral, if not
favourabie consideration and com
ment

It is also assertod that an attemp!
to wir the bankers, and brokers was
made. To the bankers, undoubted
Iy, belongs the great credil for amy
success attending the issue of Can
ada'a loans

Upwards of one
interest lay in  Canadian
Banks drawing two and a
three per cent,

Many millions more were sewn up
in stockings, ete. The Bankers Asso
ciation, a great organization, did
the work. Upwards of a billion dol
lara, are, however, yet available at
low rates of interest, Why, there
fore, pay high rates ?

Soon after the advent of the Im
perial Munitions Board, the attacks

Savings
half to

of 1915 began to reappear against
the oid Shell Committee. Many of
these came from  the “‘National’’

party group and their friends,

The next move was the furnishing
to the Fdbera)l Party the material to
bring about the attack which result
ed in the Commission of Enquiry un-
der Justices Meredith and Duff. The
public were also prepared in advance
by every class of insimuation and
suggestion for a big sceadal, which
wever matarinlizad,

billion dollars at

A CLEAN RLCORD.

Although the Commission sal (or
many weeks, costing a tremendous
sum of money, not one solitary im
proper act on the part of any ome
concerned was found.

Previous to my sailing for BEurope
last spring, 1916, T had heard ru-
mours that there was going to be an
attack made on the Militin Depart
ment, After consulting the. Premier,
and with his knowledge, 1 spoke to
the leaders of the Liberal party; but
one and all assured me that they
knew nothing about any such at.
tack, The rumours had included re
ports that some subordinate of the
Liberal party had been making

hoasts

A\ WARNING

In New York the day I sailed, 1
was informed by o leading American
financial magnate that 1 should not
sail ; that an attempt was about to
he made to destroy me, and T was
urged to cancel my trip. Thinking
reference was had to torpedoes, )
laughjngly passed it ofl. The gen-
tleman assured me, however, it waw
not torpedoes at seca, but “ENVE
NOMED POISON ON THE PART
OF SOME OF YOUR OWN COLLIEA

GUES IN THE CABINET WHO
SEEK TO GET RID OF THE

PRIME MINISTER, BUT WHO RE
ALIZE THAT YOU ARE BEHIND
HIM SOLID, AND IN ORDER TO
GET RID OF HIM THEY MUST
FIRST GET RID OF YOU."

T immediately wrote from
York to the Prime Minister, giving
him a briel summary, and told him
that in emse anything turned up he
was to cable me promptly, and [
would return instantly, I have
never yet been able to ascertain how
the New York financial gentleman
became possessed of the information.

(5) The next step appears after the
failure of the judicial examination.
The mind of the Finance Minister
became troubled lest things must be
wrong with finances in finglasd W

New
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counection -with the Canadian sol-
diers, and a Canadian Overseas Min-
ister must be appointed. He read
in the House his order to the Prime
Minister to the effect. A willing co-
adjutor, in the person ef Sir George
Perley, was found, He had been out
in Canada all last summer and had
returned in order to take up his new
duties. It never occurred to these
gentlemen that if there was any-
thing wrong financially a Finance
Minister in England was much more
necessary than a new Minister of
Militia, but after an examination by
himself and his Auditor-Gemeral ot
everything in England, he was forced
to admit that he found the accounts
and everything else connected there-
with in splendid shape,

PROPER MANAGEMENT OVER-
SEAS,

Let me point out that the finances
of the Canadian troops in England
had been rotten ; that more than a
year and a half previously J had
emashed down barriers, forced Cana-
dian control, appointed reliable and
capable officers, and 1 knew things
were all right,

1 had known that in 1915 our
convalescent system in England was
wrong. I laid out a plan, ordered
it enforced at all costs, and my of-
ficers’ loyally carried it out. This
system has been the model for every
warring nation, enemy or friend, and
in one year it saved Canada upwards
of six millions of dollars.

But 1 also knew that the business
end of the medical service was badly
in need or reorganization. This 1
proceeded to tackle in 1916. It has
been greatly improved, but stands in
need of much greater improvement.
The pet ““V.A.D.” “Matrimonial Bu-
reau’’ system, dear to the heart of
Colonials of the Sir George Perley
brand, was marked for reformation,

I also had other plans for re-or-
ganizing the forces, mot one of which
has been materially interfered with,
except to the injury of the service

and at great cost to Canada

RECRUITING HELD UY,

With the business management of
the' Finance Department 1 will deal
on another occasion ; but the ‘‘high
finance’’; the ‘‘sweetening of the
press of Canada’’; the attempis to
influence the bankers and brokers of
Canada,~all these and more, at the
cost of the poor people of this land,
who have been taxed millions of doi-
lars thereby, are gradually becoming
understood by the general public,

More than one year ago an agita-
tion was begun on the question ot
labour., We were recruiting * too
many regiments’’; we were ‘‘taking
too many men away from work' ;
“munitions manufacturers and oth
ers would be at a standstill’”’; “farm
ers could not put in their cérops’ ;
and “Canada has already done her
full duty,” were daily rccited. They.
unfortunately, had an efiect upon the
Prime Minister. The result was that
I wae asked in March, 1916, not to
pross rucruih’ng, and recruiting to-
day is, and has been dead in Canada
for tfighting purposes, ' Safety
First,”” or the useful and well paid,
but not dangerous jobs, are readily
filled ; but for the gallant boys in
the trenches there is little or mno
backing.

In Ociober last I notified the
P’rime Minister of my belie! that we
must resort to compulsory service
1 said the same, speaking for myself
only, in Toronto, at large meetings
under the auspices of the Empire
Club, of the Conservative Associa
tion, and at the Metropolitan
Church, and everywhere my proposi-
tion met with approval. I addressed
meetings in Belleville and many other
places, and the same sentiments re
ceived tremendous endorsation. 1
have suggested again and again the
application of the Militia Act.

OUR DUTY—ACTION.

thing stande forth prow-
for twelve months Can-

Omne
inently ;

/-7



ada has done very little in the way
of recruiting. There is a world-wide
war on; now is the time our boys

I:: at the front need assistance ; and 1
h demand that NOW they shall receive
IS asgistance. Our cause must trivmph,
o and NOW is the time for action.
it Liberty is endangered—we must bend
® every energy in prompt action to

save that priceless gem.

Upwards of nine months have heen
lost from a military viewpoint by
dependence on the National Service
Commission ; about four more mon-
ths will be frittered away before peo
ple rise .against the present C.D. F
plan of recruiting. Possibly by
that time some other scheme to kill
time and prevent recruiting will be
devised ; but the war is not yet won,
although our gallant boys, as well as
all the Allies, are doing noble work

What I want to impress upon you
bhowever, is that we are in the war
and the war is far from being finish
ed, It has cost ahout one million
men along the Somme this year. Our
men at the front are overworked, and
have no rest; while we have hun
dreds of thousands of young men in
Canada who should be doing their
duty. On a later occasion my v ews
will be made known on thie aspect of
the case.

I am merely seeking to do my duty
to each brother Member of Parlia
ment and the party and country jgen-
erally, in submitting these facts.

But ACTION is an impurtant wor!
aml a more important factor,

“THE SOLDIERS’ RETURN.”

The returned soldier must have a
c¢chance. The old song must no nore
Le sung i—

““When war's proclaimed and danger’s
nigh,
‘God and the soldier’ is the cry.
When wars are over and wronge are
righted,
God is forgotten and the soldier
slighted,"’

peuc . ol OE LD A,

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT.
shall not occur
Nor must he be
ANl he asks 18 a
fair field and no favor. He will get
poth. Positions must punt for the
soldier, and not vice versa.
We must consider the
points i—
There is
present,
Canada must be developed,

‘et us unite with Newfoundland.

Build railways, improve old ones.

Construct wagon roads.

Sell lands, reserving
honiesteads,

Impose settlement and development
conditions,

Look after coal and fuel supply.

Develop fisheries,

Develop ores,

ook after drainage.

Such must not,
after this war.
Lreated as a pet,

following

fictitious prosperity at

some for

Control internal combustion fuel
for road revenue.
Iincourage experimental develop-

ment works at Ottawa.

Develop shipbuilding, trawlers, ete.

Soldiers must vote, or have right
to do so.

Man loses no right of citizenship on
becoming o soldier,

CONCLUSION

For the future, as in the past, 1
have bhut one desire, the prosecution
0! the war to a successful igsue ; the
overthrow of autocracy, and the es-
tablishment of democracy on a secuce
foundation, 1 have longed for the
conclusion of the war, I want
further to affirm that party means
principles ; men are mere incidents.

PARTY GOVERNMENT,

In 1896 the Conservative party
was wrecked because its quondam
leaders departed from the principles
of the Conservative party. 1 stand
by the principles of the Conservative
party, and when temporary leaders
depart from those principles, rest as-
sured I shall stand by the principles
of the party.
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What of the future ?

The Conservative party does not
want Commissions, whose funections
are DRLAY and INACTION.

Nor the surrender to any plausible
and cunningly prepared assault on
the principles of the National Policy
of Sir John A. Macdonald,

Nor professions of sympathy ‘with
the soldiers at the front, while fail
ing to back them up with well train
ed reinforcements

Nor Lilliputian amateur political
leaders in the land of Brobdignag
They want men of grasp, of large
calibre, of stout heart, of prompt ne
tion ; men with the will and power
to do, and the soul to dare for Lih
erty and Right

The principles of the great Liberal
Conservative party among much else,
involve :

Prompt and
as prompt action,

The maintenance of the
Sir John A. Macdonald,
The recognition of the prineciple
‘A British Freeman 1 was horn ; «

British Freeman | will die.”

Appreciation of our soldiers at the

wise conclusions, and

policy ol

front, by supporting ‘hem with men
from Canada.
Realizing this is o fight to a finish

tyranny of
free demo
20th cen

between autecracy and
the Dark Ages, and the
cracies of the world of {he

tury
The exclusion of  personal ambi
tion, intrigue, hypocisy, misvepre

sentation.

The great aims FINISH THE

WAR''; “BACK UP OUR GALLAN
LADS IN THE TRENCHES WIUH
OTHEEK CANADIAN LADS'; “LA\Y
THE: FOUNDATION DEEP AND
STRONG OF PERSONAL HUMAN
LIBERTY FOREVER."

I stand now as always, by the

grand old Conservative party and itd
principles. f'for twenty-seven ses-
sions I have fought and won or
fought and fallen with the splendid
men of that cause. We wilt stfl]

serve shoulder to shoulder in the
great, fight now regarded so seriously
by all good citizens. From the At-
lantic to Pacific one call is clear :-
“Let Canada do her full duty in the

war.”’ “Let our boys at the front
receive  proper support,” ‘““Let us
apply the Militia Act throughout
Canada, in eack and every Province

alike.””  “Let us stand by the rule,

EQUAL LAWS AND FEQUAL
RIGHTS FOR ALL, AND SpECIAL
PRIVILEGES FOR NONE.” “Let
us call out and train 150,000 to
200,000 more men and have hall of
them at the front by Autumn. IT
CAN, I'T SHOULD B1° DONE. WIL]
' BE DONI 2

WHAT OF OUR OLID 'T'IM®

LIBERAL, FRIENDS 2
friends of the great Liberal
party have fought side by side with
Liberal-Conservatives in this great
struggle. The lads have fallen to
gether ; they rest together heroes in
the greatest struggle for which man
kind has ever given sacrifice ; the
golden lilies of France, the crimson
poppies of Belgium, and the red and
white roses of England bloom over
their resting places together ; none
Knew the other as aught but CANA
DIAN, fellow heroes in fighting  for
freedom,

Why then should those not at the
front perpetuate the petty bickerings
and childish squabbies of party poli
ties 7 Where men hold the same
political views, why should the old
party labels be worn, at least during
the war ? The great Liberal-Con
servative principles embody winning

Our

the war by doing our best. T know
that this audience endorses these
views.

This war has made people serious
Men are more steadfast, women more
holy, for the great sacrifices made
let us then join hands in the one
great cause and triumph.

Two hundred thousand additional
Canadiang in arms would tend to
ferminate the war
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How can we ever ook the return
ing soldiers squarely in the face if
our duty in supporting them at the
front is undone ?

Already this riding of Victoria and
Haliburton, from a population of
about forty thousand, has sent up
wards of four thousand. 'The Lind
say Collegiate Institute alone has
about three hundred ex-cadets on
Many of this

duty at the front,

number have already fallen glorious-
ly ; but more arise, inspired by the
heroie examples, to take their places.
o the mothers, sisters, wives,
daughters, ay, and sweethearts of
these brave fellows, we offer heart-
felt sympathy and appreciation,
May the war soon terminate, is
our fervent wish But until it ter-

minates there must be no inaetion
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Mr. President and Gentlemen:

Permit me to express the deep ap-
preciation felt on receiving the
unanimous nomination to be your
candidate once more for this grand
riding of “Wictoria and Haliburton.

For twenty-seven continuous 8es
sions I have been honored in serving
you in Parliament; my ideals of
politics thus evidently commending
themselves to you, My policy has
been modelled on that of the late
Rt. Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald,
and based on the foundation princi-
ples of responsible government,

While adhering in non-cssentials to
party, which is made up of men, and
based on principles, T have ever
tried to stand by principles—for these
are eternal, while men are transient,
mere crentures of the hour, Where
asgentials are involved T have on
several occasions severed my alle
gianca to party.

One of these instances was the ‘‘all
Canadian’’ railway to the Yukon;
another was the attempted coercion
of Manitoba in 1895. The all Cana-
dian route to the Yukon must soon
be constructed ; while creed meddling
as creed, in constitutional problems
should be discouraged.

In 1911 the Conservative party,
baving won the elections, T became
Minister of Militia and Defence, and
my aims, carried out with more or
leas auccess, were -

To get the best service for money
voted

To improve the training of the
militia,

To secure larger training areas in
esach military district.

To establish a Cadet system.

To construct drill halls wherever

wacensary,
To train, and train seriously, offi-
cere.  Hence the sending of large

numbers in 1912 and 1918 to United
States, Britain, France, Switzerland,
Germany, etc,, to witness manoeu-
vres.

It was my privilege on every oeca-
sion to oppose ‘‘Peace at any price’’
movements ; for then I felt certain,
what is now known, that German
gold was behind that movement as
well as many other movements.

By 19141 had a trained militia
force of nearly 70,000 men ; a cadet
force of 60,000 ; hesides trained
teachers, 15,000; and ex-mi.itiamen
in tens of thousands.

When the ecall came to arms, I was
ready ns far as was humanly possi-
ble under the circumstances.

War was declared August 4, 1014,

Canada's offer of troops was ac-
cepted late on August Tth,

On August 9th Valeartier Camp
was expropriated and work was be-
gun,

The details of this great camp are
now familiar to all ; so I shall not
enlarge on them here further than to
say that within ten days wool was
made into cloth, cloth into uniform,
and uniform was on the backs of our
soldiers,

Rifle ranges three and a half miles
long were constructed and thirty-
three thousand gallant lads were
practising thereon.

Miles of water mains and drainage,
electric lights and roads, and rall-
way tracks, military stores and other
buildings, bridges, ete,, ete., were
completed,

By September 21st the force of 88,-
000 men was marching to embark on
thirty-two ocean liners ; and on Oec-
tober 2nd, the flotilla, convoyed by
a British fleet, sailed from Gaspe
Basin,

Soon thereafter all arrived safely
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at Plymouth, and thence proceeded
to Salisbury Plain, and later to the
front, where they have covered them:
selves with undying glory.

THE MUCH ABUSED ROSS
RIFLE.

Intrigue was brought about by Ge:
man gold to bring the Ross rifle in
to disrepute and d stroy its reputa
tion. The Germa:s knew the high
standing of this rit + and how uner:
ing it was in the hands of an ex
pert, Their own rifle is the same
length as the Ross rifle, only deficient
in certain points, It was the dead
ly effects that the German officers
knew it would produce that led then
to hand out their gold to those who
could be influenced to condemn it
Was it the Ross rifle that was to
blame at St, .Julien? No! It
was the inferior brands of ammuni-
tion that were sent out that were
at fault. Three brands of ammuni
tion were taken from our men and
the British four days before the bat-
tle of St. Julien and discarded. Yet
this condemned ammunition was
given them during the fight by Brit
ish officers in our service. Was it
German gold did it? Bad ammu
nition and not the Ross rifle was to
blame at that cventful battle, The
British rifles jammed also when this
brand of ammunition was used, To-
day the Ross rifle has no equal, and
with the proper ammunition can do
more and better shooting than any
other rifle manufactured, Were it
not for the work done by the Ross
rifles, how could 12,000 Canadians
hold an army of 120,000 Germans aly
bay, when the latter were equipped
with hundreds of machine guns, field
guns, aeroplanes and modern heavy
artillery ?

HARMONY PREVAILED.
When, year by year, from 1911 to
1914, T was quietly, but surely and
firmly, getting the Canadians pre-
pared for the war, which anyone ‘who
carefully studied conditions could

foresee, the Conservative members
stood firmly and loyally, and, al
though the increase was large, they
trusted my judgment. I have al
ways appreciated and never hetrayed
this trust and confidence.

It appears there was recently con
siderable speculation in some quar
ters, regarding the attitude I would
take in my remarks on the Address
My comrades of the Conservative
party, however, again paid me .the
highest of compliments in implicitly
trusting me Although T had not
informed the members in the gession
1914-15, or in that of 1915-16, of
the causes of the trouble, and thus
not bhaving given them an opportu
nity of taking action to compel pro
per consideration on the part of
some of my colleagues, yet with
scarcely an exception the members
realized that nothing would be said
by me to injure a brother member. in
his constituency, or to harm the
party as such in the country. They
were pleased to find their confidenc
instified,

Since then, however, severa! mem
hers and others have learned a few
of the facts, and they regret that 1
did not inform them at the timeé, se
that prompt and decisive action in
the premises could have heen taken
hy the party

FINANCIAL PREPAREDNESS

Previous to the war the finances of
Canada had fallen from the buoyant
conditions of 1911-12.13 to the verge
of extreme depression. Fagctories
were closed ; on every hand '‘' Hard

Times'" stared industries and people

in  the face; and "want of conf
dence’’ held the trade and commerce
of the country firmly in ite gragp. |
then notified the . Finance Minister
that his proper functions were 1o
develop correct means of raising the
revenue ; to keep the finances buoy-
ant, and the trade of the country
prosperous, -

When the war brokeout conditions
became even worse,
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INTERFERENCE IN BRITAIN

The interferences in Britain by Sir
George Perley, who took the posi-
tion, notwithstanding Canada paid
all the bills, ‘that our Canadian
troops on leaving our shores practi-
cally hecame “‘British Regulars,”’ and
should not be directly under the con-
trol of Canada, but under the Brit-
ish ; that British society influences
should dominate our hospitals, and
Sir George Perley’s views rule. His
interferences also were disintegrating
on the troops.

ORGANIZING AN ARMY.

For the First Division, the con-
tracting, and the entire organization
were unique. Almost every kmown
rule of warfare was departed from,
and in overy case my judgment prov-
ed correct. Not only have the Brit-
ish and French Governments followed
my plen of committees, made up of
good military men, combined with
excellent. business men from civil life,
but Russia has followed suit, and
the United States had already, in
January, 1917, begun to organize
along similar lines, [Ihe same holds
good in every line of the service.
The purchasing for the First Divi
sion, with the exception of trucks
and bicycles, is regarded as the most
successful in  history, By arrange
ment with the Prime Minister—timo
being important—there were few Or-
derg-in-Council of any kind until the
work was accomplished, although
careful checks were regularly made

The next stage in the contracting
was adopted during my absence in
England in 1914, A sub-committee
of the Privy Council, of whieh the
Acting Minister of Militia was o
member, would receive the reports
from the Quartermaster-General and
Director of Contracts, and make the
recommendations to the Privy( Coun
ed.

A PROPEL SYSTEM.

On my return 1 protested against
this procedure, and the foMlowing
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was adopted :—The Minister of Mili
tia would receive the raports from
the Quartermaster-General and Direc
tor of Contracts, and make recom-
mendations to the Privy Council,
who, I understand, referred them for
consideration to a sub-committee of
Council, Doth systems caused seri-
ous delays, inconvenience and loss,
and were abandoned.

The next system was the War Pur
chasing Commission, to whom the
Militia Department refers all recom
mendations.

My own proposition, at the begin
ning of the war, and always, was to
have a committee of capable busi-
ness men assist the Director of Con
tracts, and 1 am still of opinion this
would have been by all odds the
best systemn, The sub-committee
principles were abpurd, while the War
Purchasing Commission is, In soma
regards, objectionable and weak.

It is only fair to state, however,
that early in the war hundreds of
business firms of all kinds sought
contracts, great and small, begging
for work and frankly assigning the
reason that they must go into bank-
ruptey if they could not get some
thing to do.

With the loosening up and distri-
hution of money, and the restoration
of financial confidence in the coun
try, caused by the work of the old
Shell Committee, and the manufac-
ture of steel in Canada, the impor
tunities gradually lessened, and final-
ly disappeared ; but for some months
previous the distress amongst busi
ness peoble was so great that econ-
tractors were most persistent in beg-
ging and praying for work of any
description ; and discontent, natural-
ly, arose with a few,

EARL KITCHENER'S REQUEST,
At the beginning of the war, Lord
Kitchener asked me to undertake the
purchase of clothing, équipment, etc.,
for the British and ¥French Govern-
ments. With the great amount of
work on hand, it was impossible for




me to personally undertake these
duties, so 1 recommended a Commit-
tee, who would be under the super-
vision of the Director of Contracts,
to purchase in the United States and
Canada. The commodities needed
were then mostly obtainable only in
the former country,

I informed the Prime Minister of
my action, and also Lord Kitchener
who was agreeable.

MORE INTERFERENCE,

On my return the following week
to Ottawa from Valcartier, 1 learned
that a sub-committee of the Privy
Council had been formed instead, and
entrusted with the work,

This sub-committee was subsaguent.-
Iy ahandoned and the work entrusted
direct to British agenvies,

When I had informed the proposed
committee of their appointment and
of my plans, I suggested that they
should immediately secure options on
all commodities known to be want-
ed. Prices were then normal, At
once options were secured on large
numhers of horses, on woollen goods
on certain powder commodities. etc
It was therefore rather a rude shock
to my proposed committee to find
that authority had been given to a
sub-committee as stated ; hut there
was nothing to be done but frankly
inform 4he parties from whom the
options had been received of the
change in plan, and to cancel the
options,

A SAVING OF MILLIONS,

Early in the war all the contracts
made by the British Government
agents in the United States wero
treated by the American contractorg
as contraband, and the contractors
would not undertake to ship materi-
als to any warring nation. How ta
get the goods delivered was a conun-
drum, It was solved by having
them shipped to a point in the Uni-
ted States, and trans-shipped
across the St. Lawrence by water via

Canada, with the full authority and
knowledge of the Department of Cus.
toms at Ottawa, and by order of
Hon, Dr. Reld, Minister of Customs,
and thence onward to Britain.

‘This trans-shipment by water was
subsaquently found to. be unnecessary
as it was arranged with the Amer}
can railway systems to have the
goods re-shipped via Canada by
train, and onwards to Britain. T.ater
arrangements were made to sk di
rect from the Port of New ork

All this action never cost Can da'or
Great Britain one -ollar. rther
had the options on goo 1 the
earlier part of the war be capted
at the time I had recon nded the

Committee, the saving to the Brit
ish Government in the frst six
months of the war alone, would hawe
been upwards of one hundred million
of dollars.

It must be remembered that oneca
this Committee were passed over,
they were as free as any men in Can
ada or the United States to deal on
their own account with Britain,
France, Canada, or any other land
1 frankly told them so, and from
that hour, neither directly nor findi
rectly, were they in any transaction
under any cbligation to me, nor was
I to them,

I#t us now turn to another aspect
AL the outbreak of the war, as 1
have stated, Canada had practically
been brought to the verge of bank-
ruptey, and my fear then was that
we would not be able to maintain
more than one division in the firing
line,

I had on two previous occasions
pointedly drawn the Finance Minis
terjs attention to the fact that his
function was to produce a revenue,
keep the business of the country
buoyant, and thus, everything being
prosperous, money would be easily
obtainable. In this, however, suc
cesy did not attend his efforts ; or,
rather, my suggestions were not a¢
cepted by tnat gentleman.
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THE SHELL COMMITTEE,

When Lord Kitchener cabled me to
get two hundred thousand sghrapnel
shells made in the United States, )
concluded that our splendid indus
trial captains could manufectur:
them in Canada. My conclusion re-
sulted in the formation of the old
Shell Committee—a fine, .onourable,
capable and patriotic hody. ‘'The
Oommittee was composed of

General Sir Alexander Bertram.

Colonel Thomas Cantley

Jolonel David Carnegie, ¢

Colonel Watt, and' certain officers
of the Militin Department.

In the preliminary stages of the
work of the Sheil Committee the
question of stecl arose, and we were
officially informed that Canpada's
basic steel would not do, but that
acid steel must be imported. T at
once demanded the reason why. The
reply was that Britain, in fact all
lands, used acid steel, becausc basic
steel was not suitable, I replied,
“That is no answer. What I want
to know is, why it will not do?
Why is it not suitable ?’ The rea
son then assigned was something a
bout phosphorus and sulphur in: our
ore. Then I suggested, ““We will
adapt our ore to the steel.”

Colonel Cantley undertook the ex-
periment with Canadian basic steel,
and was [inally triumphant. He so
prepared the steel that it not only
stood the Woolwich test and was ac-
cepted, but basic steel is uged by all
lands in the manufacture of whells
to-day. 4

DEVELOPING CANADA'S
RESOURCES.’

It simply required, first, driving
power to override the custom of gen-
erations in using acid steel; and, sec-
ond, the skill, eapability and perse
verance of a man like Colonel Can-
tley to continue experimenting, at a
cost of manv thousands of dollars,
to secure the correct process of man-
ulacturing, The' result hae been

that Canadian workmen and Cane
dian mills have manufactured many
hillions of pounds of steel in Can
ada, t6 the benefit of Canadian
bankers, merchants, w mep &nd
their families,

The same line of policy as was pur
suwd regarding steel was followed
with zinc and copper, DBacked up
by the $Shell Conunittee, I lept
pounding away for months uvatil, fin
ally, for the first time in history,
Canadian zinc and Canadian copper
were refined in Conada.

I'he same holds good with the fieh
trade, which is, as yet, merely in its
mnfancy. 1 had to practically smush
aside scores of difficulties before 3
got the fish industry recognizad, ev.n
with the Canadian troops. Naow
has spread to the British troops, aud
I had plans laid for both France sug
Italy. I'he fish industry is money
found. ‘There is no reason why the
Canadian fish exports should not, »
another year or two, exceed one hun
dred million of dollars annually, ane
in ten years it might readily reach
three hundred million of dollars. There
need be no “meatless days’’ in Can
ada, for fish meat may readily
had

Let us review. The Shell Comxmit
tee was formed some considerable
time and several millions of dolars
of contracts let, before any very
special attention was drawn to il,
In those days people had to bhe ea-
joled, coaxed, humoured and nseist
ed inte the taking up of the manu-
facture of munitions, while banke
would not readily loosen up. The
Shell Committee ihen had few at-
tractions for financial manipulators

The next step witnessed that phase
of human character which leads one
not to take as conclusive immature
views, Scores of people whom I had
assured of success, il they entered
the shell business 'at the beginning,
and who would not touch it, on see-
ing others succeed in the industey.
clamoured for contracts.




CANADA’S PROSPERITY.

General Bertram was by that time
overrun by demands from Canadians
for making shells. But orders camao
to him very spasmodically from Bri
tain The General could only give
to Canadian industries the orders he
obtained from the War Office ; but he
did his best, and by the end of 1915
had secured contracts for three hun
dred and fifty millions of dollars
worth. The consequence was that
times in Canada were good; banks
were prosperous and ready to ad
vance money for almost any cause ;
people had confidence ; dinner pails
were po longer empty; and, as a re
sult of my refusal to place the order
fortwo hundred thousand shrapne!
shells in the United States, and what
it led up to, Canada could and can
raise her own domestic loans. These
shells have done duty from St. Ju
lien to the Somme, and from Vimy
Ridee to Cambrai and St, Quentin.

I wely in the war the proposal was
nade that 1, as Minister of Militia,
should pursue the policy of the South
African War, and have all the money
for these orders placed to my per
sonal credit and paid out on my per

sonal cheque. This I point blank
refused to allow, but arranged that
the credit should pass to the Shell

Committee and be cashed by General
Berfram. T had appointed an audi
tory” and from the outset took the
precaution to have the accounts au

dited Ly the bank officials also
FHE NEW “NATIONAL” pPARTY
But the business was growing

enpormously, and the handling of

three hundred and fifty milltlons

would greatly brace up friendly n-

stitutions. I.et us mark the out
come. The Shell Committee gave
place to the Imperial Munitions
Board. Mr. J. W. Flavelle has long
been the President of the National
Trust Compan The Finance Min

ister was for y
ager of that
velle, certainly

rs the General Mao
Company. Mr. Fla
a ‘capable financier.
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became head of the
Munitions Doard.

In March, 1916, attacks were re
newed upon the old Shell Committee:
These attucks, or conspiracies, upon
the Shell Committee and myself are
classed under a series of five heads :

(1) The attack in 1915 on General
Bertram and his contracts. This
consisited chiefly in agitations, in
flaming nervous public opinion and
paving the way for the second stage
of the greal conspiracy.

(2) The securing control of the finan-
ces of the new Imperial Munitions
Board. (Incidentally it may be noted
that the chief friends of that group,
known as the '‘National’’ Party,
were very active for some time in
adverse criticisin of General Dertram
and all conpected  with the Shell
Commitiee),

new ' Imperial

MALICE AND JEALOUSY.
Political ambition secms next Lo
have beeu aroused ; and, while I was
bending my best energi s looking af
ter our soldiers and t(he successful
prosceution of the war, hoping for
the end thercof that I might retire
to private life, agitations towards
myv downfall were planned,
Data were obtained from
perial Munitions DBoard
possible was made to create a
preliminary agitation against me,
the old Shell Committee and all as
sociated therewith ; but the Mere
dith-Duff Commission found nothing
but absolutely clean work

(4) From the very outbreak of the
war Sir George Perley has always
been active, seeking to create an un
healthy atmosphere against me in
England. © Both he. and the Finance
Minister seemed to have had certain
newspaper influence The Canadian
Associated Press, - overseas, in ling
land, paid by the wmoney of Canada,
is associated indirvegtly, Every in
sinuation %or advérse criticism was
sent to Canada. +Perley was there
fore a fit agent to be appointed the
new Minister Ovdseas. A journal

»
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(3)

the Im

and every
move
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in Torento, upon which the Fimance
Minister once served, and which is
generally regarded as his Toronto
organ, viciously attacked me, while
two Montreal papers, owned by o
brother of that gentleman, were tn
gistent in their adverse criticism,

Another plan or scheme seems to
have been the sweetening of the news-
papers of Canada by departing from
the first principles of the Natiopal
policy to sccure printing paper at
fixed price, and incidentally benefit
to a-considerable extent the Yankee
newapapers, The rich advertise-
ments by brokers, by the Govern
ment, paid ior by the poor people of
Canada in connection with loans, al
#0 tended to mollify criticisin of the
press, and secure meutral, if not
favourable congsideration and com
ment

It is also asserted that an attemp!
to wir the bankers, and brokers was
made the bankers, undoubted
Iy, belongs the great credit for amy
auccess attending the of Can
ada's loans

Upwards of
intereat lay in

To
1S8ue

billion
Canadian

one
Savings

Banks drawing two and a half to
three per cent.

Many millions more were sewn up
in stockings, ete. The Bankers Asso

aation, a great orgunization, did

the work. Upwards of a billion dol
lars, are. however, yet available at
low rates of interest, Why, there
fore, pay high rates

Soon after the advent of the Im
perial Munitions Board, the attacks
of 1915 began to reappear against
the old Shell Committee Many of
thepe came [rom the National’
party group and their friends,

The next move was the furnishing

to the Fdbera)l Party the material to
bring about the attack which result
ed in the Commission of Enquiry un-
der Justices Meredith and Duff. The
public were also prepared in advance
by every c¢lass of ingimuation and
saggestion for a big scaadal, which
wever matorializad.

dollars ot

A CLEAN RLCORD
Although the Commission sat for

many weeks, costing a tremendous
sum of money, not one solitary im
proper act on the part of any ome

concerned was found.

Previous to my sailing for Europe
last spring, 1916, T had heard ru-
mours that there was going to be an
attack made on the Militia Depart
ment, After consulting the. Premier,
and with his knowledge, 1T spoke to
the leaders of the Liberal party; but
one and all assured me that they
knew nothing about any such at.
tack, The rumours had included re
ports that some subordinate of the
Liberal party had been making
hoasts

A\ WARNING

In New York the day 1 sailed, 1
was informed by o leading American
financial magnate that 1 should not
sail ; that an attempt was about to
he made to destroy me, and 1T was
urged to cancel my trip Thinking
veference was had to torpedoes, )
laughjngly passed it ofl. The gen-
tleman assured me, however, it waw
not torpedoes at sea, but “LENVE
NOMED POISON ON THE PART
OF SOME OF YOUR OWN COLLIEA
GUES IN THE CABINET WHO
SEEK TO GET RID OF THE
PRIME MINISTER, BUT WHO RE
ALIZE THAT YOU ARE BEHIND
HIM SOLID, AND IN ORDER TO
GET RID OF HIM THEY MUST
FIRST GET RID OF YOU '

I immediately wrote from New
York to the Prime Minister, giving
him a brief summary, and told him
that in emse anything turned up he
was to cable promptly, and |1
would return  instantly, I have
never yet been able to ascertain how
the New York financial gentleman
became possessed of the information.

(5) The next step appears after the
failure of the judicial examination.
The mind of the Finance Minister
became troubled lest things must be
wrong with finances in Hnglasd
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connection -with the Canadian sol- and at great cost to Canade
diers, and a Canadian Overseas Min-

ister must be appointed. He read RECRUITING HELD U¥,
in the House his order to the Prime
Minister to the eflfect. A willing co-
adjutor, in the person ef Sir George
Perley, was found, He had been out
in Canada all last summer and had
returned in order to take up his new

With the business management of
the' Finance Department ¥ will deal
on another occasion ; but the ‘‘high
finance”’; the ‘‘sweetening of the
press of Canada'’; the attempis to
influence the bankers and brokers of
duties. It never ocecurred to these Canada,—~all these and more, at the
gentlemen that if there was any- ¢ost of the poor people of this land,
thing wrong financially a Finance who have been taxed millione of dol-
Mir ster in England was much more lars thereby, are gradually becoming
necessary than a new Minister of understood by the general public.
Militia, but after an examination by More than one year ago an agita-
himself and his Auditor-General of tion was begun on the question of

everything in England, he was forced labour, We were recruiting ‘' too
to admit that he found the accounts

many regiments’’; we were ‘‘taking
and everything else connected there t00 many men away from work’ ;
with in splendid shape, “munitions manufacturers and oth
ers would be at a standstill’”’; ““farm

PROPER MANAGEMENT OVER- ers could not put

in their érops’”’
SEAS, and ““Canada has already done he
Let me point out that the finances full duty,’”’ were daily recited. They
of the Canadian troops in England unfnrtunul,_(-ly, had «n eflect upon the
had been rotten ; that more than o Frime Minister, The result was that
year and a half previously I had 1 was ﬂskf’q in March, 1916, not to
smashed down barriers, forced Cana- Press recruiting, and recruiting to
dian control, appointed reliable and day is, and has been dead in Canada
capable officers, and 1 knew things for fighting purposes. ' Safety
were all right, First,"”” or the useful and well paid,
I had known that in 1915 our but not dangerous jobs, are readily
convalescent system in England was flled; but for the gallant boys in
wrong. I laid out a plan, ordered the trenches there is little or mo
it enforced at all costs, and my of- Dacking.
ficers’ loyally carried it out. This Iln Ociober
system has been the model for every Prime Minister
warring nation, enemy or friend, and MUst resort to
in one year it saved Canada upwards 1 $aid the same, speaking for moyself
of six millions of dollars. only, in Toronto, at large meetings
But 1 also knew that the business under the auspices of the Empire
end of the medical service was badly Club, of the Conservative Associa
in need or reorganization. ‘This I tion, and -at the Metropolitan
proceeded to tackle in 1916. It has ("hurrh, am} everywhere my proposi
been greatly improved, but stands in tion met with approval. I addressed
need of much greater improvement, ™eetings in Belleville and many other
The pet ““V.A.D.” “Matrimonial Bu- places, and the same sentiments re

last I notified the
of my belief that we
compulsory service

reau’’ system, dear to the heart of ¢eived tremendous endorsation. 1
Colonials of the Sir George Perley have suggested again and again the
brand, was marked for reformation, application of the Militia Aect.

I also had other plans for re-or-
ganizing the forces, mot one of which OUR DUTY—ACTION,

has been materially interfered with, One thing stande forth prom
except to the injury of the service inently; for twelve months Can-
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ada has done very little in the way
of recruiting. There is a world-wide
war on; now is the time our boys
at the front need assistance ; and 1
demand that NOW they shall receive
asgistance. Our cause must triumph,
and NOW is the time for action.
Liberty is endangered—we must bend
every energy in prompt aection to
save that priceless gem.

Upwards of nine months have bheen
lost from a military viewpoint by
dependence on the National Service
Commission ; about four more mon-
ths will be frittered away before peo
ple rise .against the present C.D. ¥
plan of recruiting. Possibly by
that time some other scheme to kill
time and prevent recruiting will be
devised ; but the war is not yet won,
although our gallant boys, as well as
all the Allies, are doing noble work

What 1 want to impress upon you
however, is that we are in the war
and the war ig far from being finish
ed. It has cost ahout one million
men along the Somme this year. Our
men at the front are overworked, and
have no rest; while we have hun
dreds of thousands of young men in
Canada who should be doing their
duty. On a later occasion my v ews
will be made known on thig aspect of
the case.

I am merely seeking to do my duty
to each brother Member of Parlia
ment and the party and country jgen-
erally, in submitting these facts.

But ACTION is an important wor!
anl a more important factor,

“THE SOLDIERS' RETURN.”

The returned soldier must have o
chance. The old song must no ore
Le sung -

““When war's proclaimed and danger’s
nigh,

‘God and the soldier’ is the cry.

When wars are over and wrongs are
righted,

God is forgotten and the soldier
slighted,””

v el

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT.

Such must not, shall not occur
after this  war. Nor must he be
treated as a pet, All he asks 48 a
fair field and no favor. He will get
both. Positions must bunt for the
soldier, and not vice versa.
We must consider the
points i—
There is
present,
Canada must be develobed,

‘Let us unite with Newfoundland.

Build railways, improve old ones.
Construct wagon roads.
Sell  lands, reserving
honiesteads,

Impose settlement and development
conditions,

Look after coal and fuel supply.
Develop fisheries,

Develop ores,

Look after drainage.

Control internal combustion fue)
for road revenue.
Fncourage experimental
ment works at Ottawa.
Develop shipbuilding, trawlers, ete,
Soldiers must vote, or have right
to do so.

Man loses no right of citizenship on
becoming o soldier,

following

fictitious prosperity at

some for

develop

CONCLUSION

For the future, as in the past, 1
have bhut one desire, the prosecution
©? the war to a successful igsue ; the
overthrow of autocracy, and the es-
tablishment of democracy on a secuce
foundation, 1 have longed for the
conclusion of the war. I want
further to afirm that .party means
principles ; men are mere incidents.

PARTY GOVERNMENT,

In 1896 the Conservative party
was wrecked because its gquondam
leaders departed from the principles
of the Conservative party. 1 stand
by the principles of the Conservative
party, and when temporary leaders
depart from those principles, rest as-

sured I shall stand by the principles
of the party.
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Wha' of the [uture ?

The Conservative party does not
want Commissions, whose functions
are DRLAY and INACTION.

Nor the surrender to any plausibie
and cunningly prepared assault on
the principles of the National Policy
of Sir John A. Macdonald,

Nor professions of sympathy ‘with
the soldiers at the front, while fail
ing to back them up with well train
ed reinforcements

Nor Lilliputian amateur political
leaders in the land of Brobdignag
They want men of grasp, of large
calibwre, of stout heart, of prompt ue
tion ; men with the will and power
to do, and the soul to dare for Lih
erty and Right

The principles of the great Liberal
Conservative party among much else
involve

Prompt and
as prompt action

wise conelusions, and

The maintenance of the policy ol
Sir John A. Macdonald,

The recognition of the principle

A British Freeman 1 was horn \

British Freeman I will die.’

Appreciation of our soldiers at the
front, by supporting them with men
from Canada.

Realizing this is o fight to a finish
between autecracy and tyranny of
the Dark Ages, and the free demo
cracies of the world of the 20th een
tury

The  exclusion of  personal ambi
tion, intrigue, hypoceisy, misvepre
sentation.

The great aims FINISH THE
WAR'; “BACK UP OUR ALLAN
LADS IN THE TRENCHIES WIrH
OTHEK CANADIAN LADS'; “LAY
THE FOUNDATION DEEI AND

STRONG OF PERSONAL HUMAN
LIBERTY FOREBVER."”

I stand now as always, by the
grand old Conservative party and itd
principles. f'or twenty-seven ses
sions I have fought and won or

fought and fallen with the splendid
men of that

CRUSE. We wilt stil

serve shoulder to shoulder in the
great fight now regarded so seriously
by all good citizens. From the At
lantic to Pacific one call is clear :-
“Let Canada do her full duty in the

war,”’ “Let our boys at the front
receive  proper support,”  “Let us
apply the Militia Act throughout
Canada, in each and e¢very Province

alike.””  “Let us stand by the rule,

FEQUAI, TLAWS AND EQUAL
RIGHTS FOR ALL, AND SpPECIAL
PRIVILEGES FOR NONE.,” “Let
us call out and train 150,000 to
200,000 more men and have half of
them at the front by Autumn. T
CAN, I'T" SHOULD 1. DONE. WIILI
I'" BE DONI 2"

WHAT OF OUR OLD "TIME
LIBERAT, FRITENDS 2

Our friends of the great Liberal
party have fought side by side with
Liberal-Conservatives in this great
struggle.  The lads have fallen to
gether ; they rest together heroes in
the greatest struggle for which man
kind has ever given sacrifice ; the
golden lilies of France, the crimson
poppies of Belgium, and the red and

white roses of England bloom over
their resting places together ; none
knew the other as aught but CANA
DIAN, fellow heroes in fighting for

ireedom

Why then should those not at the
front perpetuate the petty bickerings
and childish squabbles of party poli
Where men hold the same
political views, why should the old
party labels be worn, at least during
the war ? The great Liberal-Con
servative principles embody winning
the war by doing our best. T know
that this audience these
views

This war has made people serious
Men are more steadfast, women more
holy, for the great sacrifices made
et us then join hands in the one
great cause and triumph.

Two hundred thousand additional
Canadiang in arms would tend to
terminate the war

Lies ?

endorses
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How can we ever look the return
ing soldiers squarely in the face if
our duty in supporting them at the
front is undone ?

Already this riding of Victoria and
Haliburton, from a population of
about forty thousand, has sent up
wards of four thousand The Lind
say Collegiate Institute alone has
about three hundred ex-cadets on
duty at the front, Many of this

number have already fallen glorious-

ly ; but more arise, inspired by the
heroie examples, to take their places.
I'o the mothers, sisters, wives,
daughters, ay, and sweethearts of
these brave fellows, we offer heart-
felt sympathy and appreciation,
May the war soon terminate, is8
our fervent wish But until it ter-
minates there must be no inaction
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