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The Governments of Canada and the United 3tates,
pursuant to Article Ir: of the Boundary ;:raters Treaty of January
11 , 1909, have azreed to request the International Joint
Commission to investi rate and reco :L:lend measures to alleviate
certain conditions of the life of residents of Point Roberts,
in the State of '.lashir.,,P;ton, existing- by reason of the fact that
the only connection by land bet~ .reer, Point Zoberts and other
territ.ory of the United Otates is throu;,h Canada .

Point Roberts consists of five square miles of land
at the southern e:;treriity of the peninsula rrhich projects south
from Vancouver, D .C ., separating the Strait of Georgia from
Boun('.arv, La~• . Although not nh~~sically connectec? to any noint
^ritl:in the United States, it is United States territory- lo catec'
^out•h of the 1~9th naralJ.el . ;1rnpro;-ir.w,tely 300 pc,rsonsreside
perr:anently- at Point Roberts, altllou-ll the su_T-mer population,
due to recreational a6vanta ;es of the Point, is anprorirlateljT
3Of the anpro:;ir,ate 1 ,'00 mmers of real property a t1-L,110 Point, over r

,55 are citisens of Canada .

The reSiCtent.s or Point Roberts and others are confronted
^rith a variety of n i 'oble:ls r C;,>ult 7_:1, rr0: :1 the 1301atiori of Pointj ~Obel'tS :rom the rest of the Unit States by the internationa l~bOu..C~.ar?' . The International Jo int Commission is r ef7llCstLC toa sstud-• of t;lose p: obler;s createc, or by the
presence and location of the international boundary at Point
Roberts, and to mal-e recoru:r, r.dations for the alleviation of such
prob].e:.lo, t-rhica ii;cluC.e :

N',

~ 1) ,the a?plication of the customs! la~~rs and- re~ulatiol:so.. the Unitec_ States and Canada t-;ith respect to the transnortation
of ,;ooc:s, particularly perishable fooc'st equipmentilf~~s and tools ana

eusec: in connection with the tracte or business of the perso ntransortint; the sarlc in-n, and out of Point Roberts :

?) the re~;ulat.ions i;overnin; ei ;.plo ;.aent in Canada of
resiclents of Point Roberts and in Point Roberts of Canadian
eitisens resident in and arour.c' Point Roberts ;

3) proble::is of health ZI :c: nec ical scrvices, includinS
the fo].lo,.rin~, :

(:a) limitations in roverr,rental health insurance
r= o~;rar .~ .cs u?Acll operate to Cen~ ► compensation
to residents of Point ~o~~crts : ~

00 ) restrictions on the mact,ice of I .tec?icine in
~~ze State of '~'as.lin;;tol: . ..~lici, forbi~ Canp c,ia n
~Il;•sic3.r. ; ;^ :%•o:l nrnctisin,-: in :oint ^oberts .

1~ t• ' .i ^tin-• arr~ ,~ - ;cl :c r.t r o o f, i1C C:' ., ; ; ,u?l~l~• o . . C1CCtri c
h o••~r are, phone sc: :r,;iccl ;;o P oint yobcrt ,-, by Cai. nC i:ln utilities,
subjcct toUnitcc'. S:;zt;cs lm rs ar,c', rc_,ula ;.io :1s ;



2

5 ) present and potential problems related to lat•r enforce-
rlent in Point Roberts, includinC transportation of accused persons
from Point Roberts to c:etention facilities in the United State s
by i.:ay of Canada ;

6 ) any other probler,.s found to evist on account of the
unique situation of Point Roberts .

The Commission na y recor:.~end alternative solutions of
such nroblens and other ways of in7rovin ; the Ceneral situation .
In the conduct of its investigation and otherrrise in th e
per"orr,ance of its duties under this ?eferer.ce, the Commission
nay utilize the services of specially qualified personnel of
the a{;encies of the United States and of Canada, and trill, so
far as possible, r.la!:e use of information and technical data
heretofore acquired or zrhich may become available durinE ; the
course of the investisation .
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