llo. 28 FOR IIMEDIATE RELEASE
APRIL 22, 1971
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MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES EXTERIEURES




The Covernnents of Canada and the United States,
pursuant to Article I of the Boundary Jaters Treaty of January
11, 1909, have agreed to request the International Joint
Cormission to investigate and recorrend measures to alleviate
certain conditions of the life of residents of Point Roberts,
in the_State o Vashington, existing by reason of the fact that
the only connection by land between Point Roberts and other
territory of the United Jtates is throush Canada.

Point Roberts consists of five square niles of land
at the southern extrenity of the pPeninsula which projects south
fronm Yancouver, B.C., separating the Strait of Georgia from
Boundary Bay. Althouch not physically connccted to any noint
within the United States, it is United States territory located
south of the LOth narallel, Appro:imately 300 persons reside
pernanently at Point Doberts, althoush the sumer population,
cue to recrecational acdvantages of the Point, is approximately
3,500. Of the anproximate 1,200 ovmers of real property at
the Point, over &5% are citizens of Canada.

The residents of Point Foberts and others are confrontea
with a variety ol problerns resulting from the isolation of Point
woberts From the rest of the United States by the international
vouncary. The International Joint Cormission is requested to
1naie a study of those problens created or negniiied by the
presence ana location of the international boundary at Point
Roberts, and to nzle recormendations for the alleviation of such
problens, which incluce:

1) the anplication of the custorns: laws and-regulations
of the United Statecs and Canada with respect to the transportation
of rools, particularly perishable Foodstuf{s and teols and equipnent
used in connection with the trace or busincss of’ the person
transportins; the sanc into anc out of Point lloberts;

2) the regulations soverning cmnloymient in Canada of
ents oi Point loberts and in Point Doberts of Canacdian
n

ens resident in and around Point noberts;
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2) problens of health and necical scrvices, including
the following:

() liritations in roverriiental health insurance
nrosraisies which operate to deny coimensation
to residents off Point Roberts;

(b) restrictions on the practice of nedicine in
tac State of fashington which Torbid Canacian
mhyrsicians ron mractising in Foint Doberts.

L) the ciristing arrainnenent for supply of clectric
Porrer and phone seiviee Lo oint Joberts br Canadian utilities,
Subjecct to United 3tates: laws and reoulations:
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5) present and potential problems related to law enforce-
rent in Point Roberts, including transportation of accused persons
from Point Roberts to detention facilities in the Unitced States
by vay of Canada;

%) any other problens found to exist on account of the
unique situation of Point Hoberts. '

The Cormission may recormend alternative solutions of
suchh problens and other ways of inmproving the general situation.
In the conduct of its investigation and otheririse in the
neriormance of its duties under this Reference, the Commission
nay utilizec the services of spccially qualified personnel of
the agencies of the United States and of Carada, and will, so
far as possible, nalie use of information and technical data
heretofore acquired or wvhich may become available during the
course of the investigation. '
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