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Kryesron Bank Biny, contuued., ¢ Tl ‘
= 1 1 {Lbe disinteteited Sgectator, says, on this subject’; - - W )

“iThe floating bagl"bills and céitificates‘are, and will be for- .
yedrs fiost convebient aterials for spectilation, for which the
commissidders hive advantages beyond othiers; not merely by
reason°of theif pécusiary resources' did rionied contiections, bur
prificipally ‘fromitheir knowledge of the §taté"of the fiinds, their
distretionary] irresponsible, and uplimited controul.of the map-
agemedt.and “application of, them, . and their Jegal right-to.piy
: themsclves\aod 'their. confideatia)-friends, ahd agerls, in - prefer-
<. ence to other creditors, »_They, have ample. meaps and.strong
temptations to,avail themselves® ofsuch a favourable situation,
Had the act been desigoed, {which surely it was:oot,) to sanc-
oo and facilitate speculation, it would have : been difficult to
regder it better adapted, in the present state of things, . to effect
the desigo. , /But, say the defenders of this act, “the commisaion-
eis will be! checked'by _a sense of honour and repatation.” ;. ¥
hape they: willysod i_will be fortunate . for the creditorgy , for
there is no other check,:> We have .scen that the act itsalf.con-
taios ndne ; and they will find Soneiin the prevailing practice.of
the town. ~Hundreds, of, unfortunates koow,; 40« their-sorrow,
that Kingstou has Jong:becn a prey. to: paper speculation,:in all
itsivarious forms of purchase, exchange, discoust, loan; and ac.
commodalion';,ewhileuswy, hike ap incubus of harrid tfora,
has torpified . the state of  busicess. . Adventurers of. nfore. ¢
terprise than. capita), :and men disappoioted of expected means,
staggering under the weight of Josses and embarrassments;.o1
struggling’agaiost the pressure of hard times, Kave,been accom-
modated to,theit ruio, and to the usconscionable emolument of
— e, NN ST T SV B 8

*I beg -theyreader do observe that this barbarousveciprocal
verb, upo;, which I have set my scal of reprobationyas an ‘ab.

surd anomaly . in the;Englsh "language, is used. by the rriler

.

' Srom whoin I quote, not by myself. * ~ <.« Li I, M,
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370 . o
usuvers apd speculators, whose examples of accumulation, ia R
all their tempting persuasiveness, are beiote the commissiopers,” ;
T'hese last .enmerated eyils,agoaggtrmany others, williever P
acceinpany.all bankig ' companies,- whellier iacorporated op =
pot, in couptries where lhereis not an immeose-accumalation of o 0
foreign trade, or a great superabundance of*specie. Boston; -
New-York, Philadelphia, Chatleston, and-Mexico, are perhaps _
the only places in the New World; entitled'to hive ‘a baok; all .
others may be, motre or less, assimilated: to the frog in'the fable, - -+~ - |
swelling herselfin emulation of thesize of the oxs Onithe oth-
er hand private bauks estaolished by incividual capitalists, or. "
regular 'partuerships, not exceading, six, .toswhich pumber the -
Evglich laws have, wisely restricted the oumber of§ partoersin - _ -
such concerns, are generally beneficial, aod promote the pros- e
perity both of thie baoks and of their customers. Such ought : !
to be encouraged. ) n - - &
To come,now to.the conclusion-both of the actyand of this = . o f
alicle;, Bect, 10, for abstract of which see. No.. 43, has the N S
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techpicas Jobjection of enumerating all,the directors, pames, Vo~ e it
der the distinciion of S'the said,” wheieas,.in,no preceding part; ‘-
of thie. act . were any Dames but those.of. B, Whitney, and S, e
Baitlett, menjoncd 3 which, by no' great subtility, of argument; o
.might be coutended, would éxonerate aii but those two from thes, <
effacts of this ez .post faclo, and-udjust, proviso;: by which-all: )
salts'and-trapsfers of property made or to be uiade bythe pes~ {
son nauned are declated “void and of noneefféct.” > [E
The ided "of invalidatiog all sales, or conveyances, made ju- &
contemplution of the insolvency ‘orailure of* the: bank; seems. s
bortowed from' the'bdukiapt laws' of Euvgland, but the twisacre*
whio framed this imitstive clause did not reflect; that the-origin-: .
allaw (+  Jam.' cap.” ) eoacted that, at'and from a-cer S
tain'time afier the pamiog of that act, all 'suéh'sales should: L
therestter'be void, having the effect thereforé, not of awez post! R
Jacta law, but of ove' that warned the subject: befo'rehand what: R
would ; after a certain time, be illegal for him ta' dos. 1 do har s
gilyymaintain that all ezpost jacto 1aws, of whatever nature or'? - .
kind, being:contrary to the Enghish constitution; 43 well 2s sound * K
sensey and'common reason, are in theméelves void,” aud no sub-.
%ct of this'realar is in any case bound toobiey orrespect: them: ¥y
pon:this principle. were L the bona fide purchaser 'of any pro-* '
perty: supposed to be affected by thisiact, I would resist: its3 i
}
!
!
|

operation, and retain possession, by ail the meand:in'my power.
But this most strange and pethicious law, i€ 5o loosely and-ab-
surdly worded that it would go much farther thantever could
be the intention of its foolish framers. “The nullification-of
‘such sales, conveyance ‘or transfer, is peremptory antl defibitive,
by force of the'stutnte itself, without-any process;” making themi«
voidand of done effect,” beyond ‘cven the sovereigo‘power of - i
the’ comimistioness to cure them by:their *-comsents -“Its*effect’ :
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is to punish' the'purchaser, and'reward ‘the seller; for the pro«
perty thug taken from the’ purchaser is not'confiséated o
public use, but restored to'the séller; to be * holden'in the ‘saitie - - ’}
mauser as'2f oo suéh'sale had' been made. The property'is f
therefore vested in the'seller, aod no'relief is provided for the b
buyer. He 15 saddled wath'a dead loss of the price” 'Vaii ‘ (
ous actual instances of its abominable éffects bave béen insdtapced.
Que of the parties, haviug long had laods in 'various parts of llie
country publicly advertised for sile, and havidg ‘met 'with 2 -
purciiaser. told.him, that he apprehended the ‘bank might fail,
but beiug himself wdebted t6 the baak, he would séll any of his
real estaie very low, and.take ‘Vank bills in payment,” which .
would be t¢ him as good as money, in order that  he'might pay
themia on accoupt Che bargain was concluded, and the
price paid in Kmgston ' bask bills, which were paid into the .
baok. Now tlus sale is declaved void, because'it wis'made o,
coatemplation of u 'failure of the baok. “T'He faurness of “llie
transfer, and the fact of the faads actually géing to ‘jncréase
those of the'bank, do not save it from the'sentence of adouls
meat, "“I'he purchaser. however, hds'been very ‘propérly advis.,
ed to keep possession'of ilie Jandl, tho’ got, in'my opinion, ‘so.
properly, to petition parliameat (o repeal tlie ‘act, quoad his
land, which would be admittiug ke right parliament hdve in
this iostance been misletl to assumte, to deprive him' of it;’a
thing I contend they were utterly incompetent ‘to do. Again :
one of the officers of the bak sold a farm 'for £750=which
wes paid 10 Kingston baok biils, and this transfer was made
. with a koowledge of ‘the failure of the bank, ‘beiog ‘aftet (Hat
event, and before the date of ihe act, conseguently, sltho® ‘ona
Jfide and valid atthe time, it would be not ‘only Void, biat is'de-
clared even'to be “fraudulent™ ‘by this iodidcriniind(ig "ex post
Jfactolaw ; whilst the purchaser, ‘a stranger ‘of good chiardcter, L
and respectable connections, who'has godt to Scotfand 1o fetéh £
his fanuly, will oo his return, have the,mo’r'liﬁcalioq o Iin'g lh§3.
by ¢onfiding.in the Jaws of the 'provice for the protectio and’
security of private property, he will aot only lose his farm, an
the money e paid for it, but has been io the wean time'condéin-
ped without a heming, abd stigmbiived, by a public btafuté, s
guity of a frand. Another of the_officers of thé baiik shaiit
two years ago ' sold a small, but valuable, tract of Yand io the

vicipity of Kingston. The price wab paid, dnd the parcliaget, .
took 'possession, and has built a housé and made iniprovements .

un the premises ; but, by various circumstances, it g0 iapeeg‘q .
that the"deed of transfer, though long before veady for execit- &

tion, was not in fact executed until after thie failur? of ilié bk, .
andis therefore readered void ; and the oWiner robbed ot Galy
of the price of his land, but of thevalue of hi\s_erec@pns,)g@our,
and improvetieits to boot. These aré amonpst i3 -actiel of-
fects - Ambngst its problematical ones, is the right it would give
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at any futare period, putting the case of a sale of land made
Aabout the, ume of the failure of the bank by one 9fthe parties
naméd in the clause, aod that that sale be notquestioned or im-
ugued by the bank commissioners, for the.seller, or Ius h_enrs,
or repiesentatives, after the affairs of the bank were entirely
closed (1f it plesse the sovereign will of the commissioners that
they eyer areto he closed,} to bring an ejeciment and 1ecover
the land from the then possessors, perhaps in the third or.fourth
hsad, by proving under ths act, that the orizinal titleto 5t was
«f audulent, void, and of nogeeffect.” Another effect of it, is
actaslly to destroy the securities which some of the directors
gave to the bavk, io order to cover the sums for which they
had become 1ndebted 5 namely, various morigages upon real
estite, which were executed soon after the failure of the bank,
nod consequently in full view aod contemplation of that well
known fact. 'They were drawn and executed under the imme-
diate advice aod,direction of the law-officer of thebank and
weredoubtless given and taken in good faith; but a mevigage,
betog = conditions] sale and conveyance of property, is withio
the comprehengive terms of “all sale, conveyance, ot transfer
of property whatsoever.” These mortgages therefore are also
duectiy and unequivocally declared to be “Irandulent, void,
and of nooe effect ;” a natable nstasce of the foresight and
providence with which this strapge ill has been framed.

Tut f these are, or would be, its effects as to bygone sales

and trapsfers of property, how much more arbitrary, tyraom-
cal, and injutious are they, when we look upon the 1nterdiction
jt places upon the persons named io it, not to sell, convey or
travsfer, thereafter, any of their privale property or estates,
without the conseat in writing, of the commissioners. Here,
indeed, I will allow the legislature have not overstepped their
powers, and that it was competent for them to passsuch an act ;
but its havdship, injustice, and tyrannous dature must be obvi
ous Itislike the wand of asorcerer, an excommunication
from the church, or an act of outlawry, indiscriminately acting
upon the ipnocent and the guilty. These wen can pot lawfully
dispose’ of asingle stick of timber, a loaf of sugar, a pound of
tea. or a gsllon of beer, without the written permission of the
commissioners. 1t ties up their hands, prohibits them from fol-
lowing their mercaatile accupations; and is not limited ia point
of time, but is to last “tall the final adjustmént of the said af-
fairs of the said baok,” and how many years that may be, God
only koows. ,
_ In fige, the adsurdity, inconsistency, injustice,immeorality, aed
insufficiency of the act appear so great that I cao not better
conclude this extended article, than by applyiog to it the words
of Cicero ; . . .

Ealege quid iniguius dici aut cogitaripossel, ignoro.

g T8 .
1’l- vt v
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Haviog, in No, 43, inserted a letter detailing some' paiucu~
lars relative to the scizure in dontreal of a person of the anme
Johuson, and his conveyance by force joto the States; 1 take
from a paper pubhished at Portland, State of Maine, the follow-

RIS o

ivg further particulars concerping him, ~ -+ ¢

.« Portland, Aug. 12.— A weck ov two ago we mentioned the
sudden departuve fiom this town'of-a fellow by the vame of
Jolig Johnsor, who set.up here, some five or-s1x months siace,
as a bather He hired a horse and chaise from Mr. McKenny’s
<table for a few days, and after his departure suspicions arose
#iat it was hus iotention pot to retmin. He.was immediately
pursued threugh New Hampshire aod Vermont, and fidslly ar-
rested near the Canada line, and confined injul:at St Albans.
When news arrived shere that Johnson was confiped 0 St Al-
bans jail, Mr. McKenny staried, with proper suthontics, 16
bring him to this town for 11al « On his arnval at-Sr. Albans,
however, he was not a little surprised that -Johnson had been”
absent from there almost a week. Johnson to}d:the people »
very fan story, that lie had lured the horse and charse at <v
smuch per day, for as long as he pleased; that he was a profes-
sor and lover of rehgion, belonged fo a: Baptist: church, "and:
war cruelly persecuted.  ‘These arguments,” it seems, were suf-
ficient for the good people of St. Albans, They iwanted no’
further law or evidence, -but took him out of jail forthwith; for’
tjal; and as no one appeared agawst nm, he was discharged
without day. Ob Mi. McKenny’s arnval at St A1ban's, hows
ever, the ligh sheuff at that place, and po attorney at law, of .
fered their sexvices to pursue Johosen, and bring him back.
‘They accordingly departed, and found him at Montreal. He
was discoveied at a public house, where he spent a consider-
able part of the afterunon rolling ninepins.  As no one dared”
venture to take Lam,” {iv a precedwg part of this account, which
1 have considerably curtailed, he 15 described as a man of |,
¢ Herculean frame, and dark wisage;”} <4t wasdetermined to
watch him till he should retire to bed.  Accordingly, after he
hed gone to hie chamber .five men went up, probsbly with the

T e e wn e e e

mm‘—_\w‘ - s e .

expectation of finding this Sampson asleep ; but, as they entered

his chamber, he spracg from his bed, upon which he had throwa §
himself without undressing, rushed upon his assailants, and 75

koocked them dowa age after the other, till he was met by an {

Irishman of great strength, armed with a cndgel, who soon \

fetched Jolinson to the floor, with a heavy blow over the head,
aod succeeded in biading his arms, and rendering him manage-

able. Having some distance to go by water, Johnson was taken {
on board a boat and rowed off, accompanied by seven men. Iy
‘When they reached the place where they were to tuke land car- V7
risge, and were getting out of the boat, Johnson, by.a prodigious -/
effort of sirength, broke the cord which bound -his'arms, and J
anatchiog a sword cane from ove of the officexs, put himselfin 2 //{ :
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posture of defence, threateniog death to avy one: who.should
appioach him.  But the Irishmau, on whom the hopes of the
compapy rested, defeoded himself from the thrust of Johuson,
gave lnm several bruises, broke his sword,-and finally disarmed
him; whereupoo he was rebound, placzd i the carnage, guard-
ed again by.seven men,-and driven off for St. Albans.’ There
he was placed ip a.strong set'of irons, acd given up'to ‘Mn
D cKeoay, who conducted him to Portisad. He arrived w (his
town on Tucsday last, and was examined at the Court-house,
amidst a great crowd of spectators, aud laid uoder bonds of
twelve hundred doltars to -appear and receive. his trjal at the’
siting of the Supreme Court in this town in November. The
prisonet, being unable to obtaiu bail, was committed.”

This statement as far as respects * the good people of St.
Albaus,” has been declazed, most quixotucally, by the editor of
the Repertory there, to be *¢substantally and famoucly false,”
¢ g base aud most scandalous perversion of truth.,” Having, in
the first instauce, been brought before a justice there for exami-
nation on a complaint exhibited agaiost -him by the State’s At-
torney, o evidence of the crime alleged appeared, and he could
not be ordered for trial; but the court being wformed that Mr.
McKenny was hourly expected, it was deemed expedient to de-
tain Johnson for further evidence, and he was dehvered to the
shenfF, who kept lnm in custody four days, whep, as no further
evidence was brought agaivst him, and there seemed to be no
probability that any would appear, the magistrate deemed it
improper to detain lim for a longer period, and he was dis
charged.

‘What became of the horse and chaise does not appear. Have
they been recovered by the owner, or did Johnsop sell them ?
But guilty or.not guilty of the fraud, rogue or no rogue, that
has pothing to do with the misconduct ofthe Montreal officers.
They, it seems,found liim in-the afternoon, playing at oinepios .
if they had not been consciaus that their purpose was ilfegal
aud unjustifisble, would the apprehension of his « Herculean
streogth™ have prevented them from arresting him in open day ?
No, they koew they were acting the part of hired and lawless
suffians, and waited i} night, totburst ‘into his chamber, and
carry him off o the davk, bruised and bound. Supposc him
even fully guilty of what is laid to his charge, does it become
an indepeudent and: sovereign state, would it have become the
pettiest German barony, or paltriest-fief of the empire, to allow
a stranger to.be forcibly taken upor its«territory, and carried off
to a foreign juriadiction, upon an accusation, which the trifling
sum of 1200 dolars wss considered as ample bail to answer for 7
Disgraceful as the trouaction is to-all concerned in it, it is moze
50 to the government or magistracy that do not discountenanee,
Yeqiress, enquire into, and puoish, euch violations of the Jaws ®
of netions, sod of their. own mupicipal aud judicial authority.
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&
Ta another recent case; which I shall probably take occasion, . . o !
hereafler'to make some further remarks on, a Person accused of’ _—
forgery,effected -in the- States, to ‘a ’copsiderable extent, has A
been taken up'io Canada and confined, in order to give time' to- .
the State where-the: offeiice s alleged to have been committed, : . /i
to make a formal ‘requisition. ‘This-is"as'it should be, It 15° y
true one government is not bound; unless there is a special con- -
vention to do so, which is pot the case between Great Britain . }
andAmerica, to'sllow of lugitives from justice, from another’ . .
or -reputed such, being avrested within ‘their limits; but {
they amay, ip courtesy, do so, without either offending against 1
natural law, or the political protection-which' every country is :
bound, by ‘that law, to give to strangers coming amongst them s, i
provided,.in the'first instioce, such proof be adduced against .
the party, -as'would 'be sufficient to suthorisen’ magistrate to ‘ -
commit ope of bis fellow subjects (for such every stranger who {
*~  comes into the country for protéction, vir{ually ‘s, at least ‘pro
Zempore,) to prison‘for further examination; and provided also..
tht, subsequently,: when 'he is demanded to-be delivered ‘up, .
such other proof be'brought agaiust'him, as would'be sifficient
for a grand jury-to'éend “one of 'their - fellow-subjects_to Lrials
- Unless these provisoes'are-fully ‘complied with, governments are :
singing, hot-only sgainst'their own digoities, and ‘consciences, :
(if goveroments may be’ supposed to have such things as con.* J
sciences,) but against politcal ‘expedience, “thé- principles of - ¢ - -
true Justice, and those of ‘morality and -veligion,” all which, I .
coptend, ate violated, whenever you either do, or suffer to be
dope, any act by which an inoocent, or comparatively inzocent,
man, who cldims-shelter and protection from you, may be subt
jected to distress;‘misery, imprisonment; ‘and even death, without
slloiriog. him the opportunily of convincing you, {who are - ,
stricly atid solely, while he 13 in your territories, the proper
. jutges of what ought to be done with him,) either that he is un.-
Justly pursued, or really an’object who of right, and for the
upiversal benefit of maokind, (sot of the particular State that-
< prosecutes'him, whose interests become merged in those of the
laws of nations; in such cases ;) ought to be‘given'up to be dealt’
with; acéording to what/foreigners may consider to be'right or-
wrong. 'And this blame' I ‘maiatain equally‘attachés io case’ of
governments’' conpiving ator not repressing, such olttrages, and
parliculatly where their owd' officers’are’ coricered in them'; for
1 say” with' SEniCA, ' !
Qu ndn vetdt pecoare’ curti'possitijube, - L:L. M.
s [N Yl

Froivthe Yotk Observer. 'I'e: businéss transacted'this'ses- \
son'at- the Lattle Eqst Iridia Company's”Warehouse, Youngss'
town,” (State of ‘New York’; opposite’ toNiagara;) hds far' - &
exceeded thatof avy preceding year. It appears that no less’ =
than 5000 chests aud helf: chesterof tea, of 'different descripe
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zieus, have been already emptied at that useful depot, ioto bags,
bed ticks, pillowcases, boxes, and barreis. and salely con
to our shores, This, frow the scarcity of the article &t Moot
real, is 1eally a seasoniable supply, and such s is absolutely ne--
cessary for the use of the colony:  ['he shiameyankees on the
other side, deserve great praise for th<ir humane attention to
our iaterests ; and we trusi, in the presen: state of this colony, ‘
whea only 200 chests have arrived from %gland, that co persgpr:
will blame the venders or consumers o these patristic province®
for evadiag the infamous exactions of the London East India,
Company. Itis, bowever, to be hoped, that this potice will
e sufficient, to cause our eslightened parliament to address the
British government upon the necessity of allowing this article
‘o come in through the United States. A duty of 10s. ou
each chest would put a step to smuggling, aud raise us a reveoue,
ef at least £4000.—per aupum.
I copy the sbove article as a text ou whiclr to dilate in future.
But an object of more immediate, more home, and more awa-
kewing importance, is the failure of the receiver-general of the
province at Quebec. The Hon. Joha Caldwell. or rather the
firm of Caldwell and Davidson have stopped payment for, it is
said, between £140 and £150,000 ;—and there is now no money
whatever forthiceming to answer any demand for the public sep
vice. ‘T'hat this has arisen from the illegal, anod uowarraoted
appropristion of the public money by the executive govero-
meat, aud in defiance of the constitution, and the votes of the
jegislature, there is no doubt.  No persou, as far as my koow-
fedge or information gees, could be more strictly honourable,
more worthy of the high trust reposed in him, than the re-
ceiver-general, a man, 1 believe, of thorough integrity aod vir-
tue ; liad, however, his firmpess been greater, in refasing to obey
warrants which he knew to be illegal, and grauted upon the
gole responsibility of the governor; it would have been better
for himself, for the province, aod for the British empire ; for
this long smothered eruption of the volcano, will, if not stop-
ped by ao immediate supply from his majesty’s exchequer in
Euvglaud, to pacily the irritated minds, and injured purses, off
his Canadian subjects, produce a convulsion that must be disas-
trous, to both, aod may be fatal to the power of Great Bmah(
over this province. The warrants, which it is confidently sta-
ted,and fully believed, the hosourable gentleman has,to account
for this enormeus deficiency in the public chest, will be suffi-
cient vouchers for his acg'ital, but will be trumpet-tongued ac-
cusers agaiost the highlianded and overbearing obstinacy, with
which the people’s rights, and their constitutional controul over
the putlic purse, have been sought to be trampled on, and anni-
hilated. Space will not allow of further comment till pext num-
v, L L. M.
{*RINTEO AT BURGINGTON, VERMONT. ]




