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R CHLORAL AS A REMEDY IN PUERPERAL
: CONVULSIONS.

g By Walter B Goikie, M.D,, F RCS., din., L.RC.P., Lond.;
Tellow Obstotrical Suciety of London, Eng.

Already chloral has achicved no mean repntation in many
% cascs where sedation of the excited nervous systom s sndicated,
and to jta truly wondorful puwors i provuriug gutol sieop in
‘the distressing and injuricus wahetalnoss of wontmued tovers,
R in delirium tremens, and in many vthor discascs, Ruaerous Weiters
kavo recontly borne their willing testunony.
Tam not awaro of the use uf chloral 1 puerperal convul-
 sions having as yet been put upor. recurd s Cauada, although
% tinco T employed it in tho following wase, I have read ot an
28 instanco in which it was s0 used by Mr. Fux, of Manchester,
B Eogland  As the remedy acted su vory satistacwnly oy
 hands, T thought a notice of the Lase would prove of sume value
% tho profession.
On January 2, 1871, I was called abvut munight to sco
B \rs. — T found her in labor with hor first cluld.  Iverything
wont on in the most natural manaer, the head presonting, and
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tho os uteri dilating gradually and well.  Thero was ao unusual
tediousnesy, and the patient appeared tw bear her paing with
more than onhnary patonco and with very little complaint of
suffering.  About § aun , the perinum ¢amo to be pressed upon
by tho head, and its didtention was most regular and gradual,
The pains au this poriod of tho labor were not at all too stroug
or two long continued, a good intorval talzing placo between
thom. *

Tho perineum had beeome sv much siretched as to admit of
the protrusion of a part of tho head through the external orifico,
and another pain or twe scomed all that was needed to finish
tho Jabor. T adsised the pativat to keep as still, and bear down
as gently as possible whon toe pains came on.  Just as I had
done »0, she said 1t was coming, but that she felt nuable to lay
hold of tho sheot with her hauds, and in an instant, without

farther warnng, sho was scized with a most violent convulsion. |

Yler body was thrown trom the front to tho back of the bed,
whito the child (wihich was born alive) was thrust suddenly and
with great torco thrungh the valva, lacerating the perinaeur con-
siderably, but fortunately not so as o ajure the sphincter of tho
bowel.

Thore was 1n this case no ovidenco whatevor of active cere-
brai congestion prior to the supersontion of tho fit.  Contrariwiso,
tho pationt s whole aspect iudieated a stats of gonoral debility.
Tho convaulsion appeared (w by due sulely tu the suffering caused
by the pain during which it took place.

On tho cessation of the con ulsion, I administered a powder
contaimng 1} grs. ot opium, which 1 happeuned to have by mo,
and baving attonded to the delivery of the placenta and tho
application of the bandage, sent at once for sume ¢hlural,

Beforo the messenger returned, in about thirty minutes after
the tirst tit, she had a second, and in twonty minutes moro she
was ovudently abuat to havo a third, wheo [ gave her a
dose of chloral~40 grs.—in sweotoned water. In a very short
timo sho became quite calm, and becoming, i half or threo
quarters of au hour, somewhat restiess, I repeated the dose. 850
foll asieep and siopt for soveral hours, and had no return what-
over of tho convulsions. [ may add, that cach fit lasted about
fivo munates, and that as the bowels had been moved carly in
tho labor, therv scemed no necess.y for troubling her oither
with an enema or a purgative.
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Tho paticnt was threatoned subsequently with puerporal
mania, which danger was happily averted and still later in her
convalescenco sho sutlered sovorely from dinrrhaea, hut had no
sign of any convulston trom the time the first dose of chloral was
administered.

CASE OF OBSCURE ARBSCESS IN THE NEIGHBORIIOOD
OF' THE RECTTM.

BY WILLIAYM COBURN, M D, OSHAWA.

On the 15th of December tast, Mr R. L., awed 53, Lowor
Canadian, French by birth, grinder by trade. was taken ill and
obliged to ceaso wourk, on the 1Ttn, or two days later, T was
asked by his employor to visit him. I mav bere state T had
somo kuowledge previousiy ot tho pecuhar dret and mode of
preparation adopted by wy patient.  his diet consisted chiefly,
whon; indeed, of bread, buns, cheeso and raw pork (the fattest
he could buy), strung teq, and when oggs could be had, fresh or
ofd (for it mattered little to him), on an average four to a meal
~cooked of course in a plontful supply of butter—and both eggs
and park highly peppered.  Ax you will have already inferved,
ho prepared his own fuud and kept ins own room, whieh was
only a fow yards distant feom Ins place of work.

It would only require one to stand for a short time in tho
room i which my patient worked ten bours a4lay, te form a
correct estimation of how antolerable such a diet ax the above
must necossarly have beon to any system exposed to the tem-
peraturo of that room. Tho foregoing, I may wention, had
prepared an mo anticipations o tho case.  Tpon 1isiting him,
therefure, T was not disappointed to find congestion of liver,
kidneys, howols, and, to a certain oxtont also, of the lungs,

Upon enquiry, I was tokl that the bowels up to the tinic ho
®s Laken wero acting ** as usual,” not fo say free, for yot con-
fined, that ho hnd taken some opening mehirine, winch had
acted focoly, and that he did not think the Lowels were then
any at fonit. Noverthelss evervthing tended to Cufirm tho
beliof 10 my nund that tho exeremont was not m prajurtion to
the incromont, and had not been for a very lengihoned period,
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I was thoroforo proparced to tell him that all solid food must
coaso—tho systom having a guod round month's supply aleeady
in storc—and that timo, success and overything tending to his
safoty would materially dvpond apun his torbearanco in that
particular.

Proliminary to the use of any mcdicines, I admunistered a
atimulating njection . ol. terobinth, 1 0z., ol. vicim, 2 vz, fol-
lowed by a copious supply of svap aud water., The injection
having acted, hardencd and vll purtivus of stovl wore shinuuaced
in such quantiies as to astomsh tho patient, who now indulged
in frequent oxpressiuns of roliof, and prophesied for himslf an
oarly recovery.

Considering the quality and quantity of tho patient’s food
and the high temperature to which he had almost counstantly
beon oxposed, I had reason tacitly w prophesy very diffurently.
I was fully convinced that ander the most favorable circum-
stancos tho progress of the case would bu tedivus, and in this I
may stato thore was no deappuiitinont, but ae this time I had
N0 oxpectativn or suspreiun whatevor that any complication such
as marked the caso subsequently, was in store for him, although
I feared absgess of tho liver.

Littlo change marked the progress of the case, although
vory much botter than whon first seen, uantil the 2nd of Janu-
ary, when ho complained of great weight, * a Learing pan,” in
the neighborhuud of the bladder, and pain in the regivn of the
sacrum , nouceable at this tue alsu was an mability ou hus part
to bear more than half-a-pint of injection before he cried
«cnough,” and what had alrcady been ingected began to return.
I may montwn hore, that during the whols time interveming
tho 17th of Decemler and the 2ud of January, daiy use of the
enema purp with svap and water furmed a purtion of the treat
ment—the bowels uot acting without—always affurding marked
rohof, but nover, (xcept un fow vciasions, removiag auything
decudedly fecal in appearance, cach ingection vu its roturn bore
a strong resomblance o water in which fat meat had been
boiled—tho fut floating on the sarface, and mixed with 1t a large
quantity of bile.

From tho 2nd of January, or the timo at which the pelvic
symptoms became promunent, il thy aftornon of the 5th
to speak truthfully, the casc was to me a mystory;
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on tho afternoon of the 5th there was great uneas;. ss about tho
rectum complained of —frequent dosires to stoul and frequent
attompts without any relief—as expressed in lus own words,
“only able to go so far and thon stop,” until finally somothing
passed which praved upon inspection tu be about & pant of thick,
offensivo pus, which was repeated in quick succession five or ix
tunes to tho extont of abaut half'a pint each time.  That I then
had abscess ag a eamplieation was beyond doubt, Lut I cunfess
I was not at this stnge without doubt as tu its exact seat. Tho
discharge from the afterpann of the 5th till the 153th was fro-
quent and very great, after which it began to diminish and
becomo moro sanguinesns  at this stage the patient's prospeets
were apparently worth but little | the ~eptum was visibly giving
way: the rectum, anus and parts araund it were greatly inflamed |
and very sensitive, the stench could hardly be cudured. Thoso
of my follow practitioners whi have evor had the misfortuno to
havo had chargs of a erse of pelvic abeess, will havo i thoir
remembranco an apprximate idea of what the smell whs in thug
case.

Tho cnems tubo was not used aftor tho 5th, owing to the
tendorness and pain ; but now the 15th, I prevadded apon him to
allow tho rectum to be washed out with some distnfectant. 1
propared a solutior of chlorine (pot chlor., 8 grs., acud hyd-
chlor, 2drs.; aq 1 quart), <uecceded in gamng consent, and
was happy to find next day after the first opirativn the room less
disgrecablo and the patient somewhat improved.  The njection
of disinfectants was eontinued fur sceral days, attended with less
painand foliowed by thesame satisfactury results, and vecasionally
alternated with olive oil with the view tosvuthe. That the caso was
not ono of abscess of the liver, various evidences served to con-
vinco. In tho first place the characteristic chill, su ndicativo of
tho formation of matter in the liver, was absent, besides, so
extensivo an abscess a8 it proved— the pus in the aggregato
Amounting to not less than three gallons—I hardly think could
possibly oxist in any portion of the liver or its noghborhood,
without some external indications—such as enlargemont and
Pain  Ag additional evidence that the Liver was not 1ts seat, tho
matter invariably passed after the bowel had ceased acting,
appearing to mako its escape at the close, when teucsmus was
most promincat.  Anothor thing noticeable was, tho matter
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always passed withoul causiog pain, not a charactenistic sign by
any metus of maltor woursing the intestingl tract auy zreat
distance, fur I well recollect a casu of abseess of the Livor Tonco
mot with, wheiv the most intonse sufforing oXisted fron the ime
tho matter mado its way snio the bowel until its dischaigo from
the roctum. Theso, taken togother, I think pointed to the
noighborhoud of the rectum as tho seat of the trouble My con.
clusion was that it wassituated in th.. collular tissuo bobind the
rectiem , and this was strengthened by the fact, that the intro-
duction of the cathuter twice daily from the 3rd Decombor until
the 23rd Jauuary, gave no pain whatever, but always diminished
in o marked degree the constant sco-o of fullness in tho locality
indicated.

Although my patient—a mere skeloton yot, 17th February
—has suillcicntly consalesced to admit of his boing able (v walk
about and exercise in the vpen air, still | fear complote recovery
is yot a,mattor of doubt, small yuautitios of mattor still pasing
at intervals of ten or twedve days, and in the face of this and
tho fearful ordeal hie has just pussed through, he is falling, irro.
sistibly it would scem, intu Lhe same mode of living as before.
1 shall not Le astonishied ~hould the bscess re form, or, as 2
secondary complieation, the caso ond in fistula,

T have not boen amduced to forwind a roport of this caso
from any senso that rewovery, sv lar, 1s altubuiable w anything
oxtrautlinaiy i treiboist adupted—it buiug morely of o pre-
cautivaary il sustainig  characor—bat Lecauso it is ono
illustrative of swhat a strous connlilution will sumotimes endure ;
and becaaso of the sihions and remarkable maunnor in which
tho abscess was doveloped, and also, 1 may eay, because of the
extromo rarity, so far as Lean lvarn, of such cases goneral
practice.

I may huro stats that the vbseurity ol tus case was inureased
materially by the fact, that e paticut had as mach difficulty in
rendering Xnglish intelligible to mo, as I should have had in
rondoring his native language intolhgible to lum

-

INFANTILE REMITTENT, OR WORM FEVER.

BY A. AGNEW, M b.,, DELAWARE.

In remittent, or so-called worm fouver, it is often difticulty if
not impossiblo to say -chother the parasite is tho cause of tho
symptoms, or whother it merely complicates tho case. The
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case roported by Dr. Durragh in the Januaay ntmbor of the
Canada Lancet, ducs not theuw mauch hight on the matter. Tho
presenco of oightovn wurms tn the bowots, searcoly scoms suffi-
cient to acevunt fur the sympwms hv desenbes.  The tollowing
notos of a4 waso recontly under my o re, may bo nteresting to
your readers :

I was called on the 10th of January to soo Hatty W, a girl
cight yours of age.  Sho had been, as her mothor described it,
“not like herself for somo time,” and the day beforo had taken
to her bed.  Shortly aftor, an oruption, resembling largo, wree
gular patchos of urticaria, but with purple edges, mado its
appearance, principally on the right side, which was covered
from neck to heel.  Thero was some swolling of tho right cheok
and the right eye was neavly closed. ‘'I'ho color was porsistont
ueder pressure.  Tho craption dusappoared 1 a fow hours, and
returned tho next day and again disappeared.  Thoro was o
troublesomo cough, with mucous rales i the right lung.  Tho
face was dusky and anxious m oxpression.  Tonguo loaded with
adirty browmsh fur, sntonscly red at tho tips and cdges  Pulso
120 to 130, rather weak. Steols frequent, frothy and offenvive.
Abd lightly tymy general w hese, but no pain.
In short many of the symptoms of a well marked easo of typhoid
fever  During the week previvus tu my being wlled, sho had
passed several worms, Jumbniay from the bowels, and a num-
ber had = crawled up hee throat, and sho pulled thom ont of
her mouth wuh hor fingers,” w all 12 1 dingnoszed worms,
and, without stopping to enquire whether they were cause or
dect T determined to attack the ' varmints.” 1 prescribed
cight grains of santonin with two of ealomel rubbed up 1n sugar,
tohe made into four puwdors, une to bu givon overy tour hours.
Tsaw her agam on the 12th and found that sho haa soveral
frothy stools, in which quito 2 numbor of worms had come away,
Sho had also thrown up sovoral, in all botween 20 and 30. I
repeated my preseription, and as the rales in the lung bad not
sabsided and the cough was still troublesome, 1 videred domul®
cents, with bread and milk or rico and milk diet. I called noxt
day and found the cough rolieved, the rales had nearly dsap-
Peared,  She had got rid of a furthor batch of nearly 30 worms!
Tho tonguo was bottor and tho ~cnoral expression much im-
proved.  As thero was still somo tytapamtis and genoral uneasi-
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nesy, I gave 20-drop doses of ol. terebiath in yolk of ogg and
sugar omulsion, ovory six hours for two days, fullowed by a
calomel and jalap purgo. Effeut.—16th. Hor father called to
say that she was much better, that she had passed large numbers
of worms with every stool, un all, since I saw her, 1621 and ke
s ambitivus of rec ung 20077 As quito a numbor cams away
with tho last stuul, I urdoered & 20-drop duse of the turpentine to
bo takon in the morning, and two graws of pul. scammonii at
night until further orders. 18th. Saw her again  Seven more
worms had passed.  The arritation due tu the prosence of th
worms has abated, and the febride sy mptoms are now distincts
the romussions buing well marked. 1 put her un yuinne and
iron and she made a good recovery Three more worms wero
passed during her convalescence, mahaug, with the twelve passed
provious to my secing hor, no less than 174!

I think thal the abuve ¢asy is anstructive, inasmuch as tho
symptoms of an ordinary ronuttent fover wore su completely
masked by o presence of the parasites.

..

WOUND OF THE ABDOMEN.—RECOVERY.

BY WILLIAM G. MIDDLETON, L.M.B., ELORA, ONT.

. About 9 a.m. on Tuesday, tho 27th of Fobruary, 1866, I was
sent for in great hasto tu 5¢o 4 young man who had been fear-
fully injured at a flax mul, about a mile from the village of
Elora.

Iusce.  that ho had boen removing the flax from the scutch-
ing machino with a pitchfork, which was caught by ono of:the
blades of tho mashino and the handlo of the fork was projected
with great force into the cavity of the abdomen, about an iuch
below and a httio to the left of the umbilicns, making a trans
verso wound ono and a-half inches in Jength, threugh whles
about a yard of intestino protruded. On reaching hin. I fonnd
Dr. Pagot supporting the bowel, conupressing with his finger aod
thumb ono of the mesonteric arterics, which had been bleed:
ing freoly. I at onco socured it and assistec bim to reduce
the bowel, which was highly congested and distended with g%
after a Iittlo difficalty wo succeeded in replacing. tho gut, which
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bad been returned intw tho abdomen by Dr. Pagot bofore my
arrival, but which from the man's vowmung bad beon again
cjeeted  The wound was immediatoly socured by threo sutures
and adhesive plaster, aud a drachm of laudanum given, which
was repeated at tho vud of threo hours, whon ho was romoved
to bed, his shoulders rased aml tho thighs sbghty floxed.
His pulse was about suseniy, rathor weak, The cathoter was
required at night to cmpty the biaddor.

Wednesday, 26th.—Has passed a good mght, having slept
several hours  Pulse thus morning sovonty-cight, tonguo coated ;
the eatheter was used in the moruing and evoming. About 1
F,m there was great paio at the wound, pulso 100, wath flushed
ace and pamn i tho head  About ten ounces of blood were taken
from the arm , and 51X powders, contaimng two grains of calomel
and five graius of Dovor s powder, wero loft, with direetions to givoe
bim onc every three hours, fomentation with hot water was
freety used and tea and toast with crackers were given him.

Thursday, 1st March —He had a guod mght.  Pulse eighty ;
tho catheter Wwas used in the morning, but it was not required at
night.  Lnttle or no tendorness in tho wound or abdomen.  Ton
graius of Dover's powder to bo given at night.

Friday, 2nd.~—Progressing favorably , ho passes his watee
freely s no pain in aldomen , pulse soventy-cight.

Saturday, 3rd.—Still improving.  As tho bowels have not
beon moved sinea the aceident, oatmeal gruel and cooked apples
were ordered freoly.

Sunday, $th.— Going on favorably.

Manday, 5tb —Bowels cpened tuxday by cooma, an ouoco
of cstor-oil wae nrdered  complains of no pain, slesps and cats
well.  From this timo convalescence was rapid, so that ho was
able to bo up and moving about on tho thirteer.h day from tho
gak- of the accident, afte~ which ho was order d to use a ban-

-go.

MEDICAL MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SOCLETY.
ABSTRAC™ ﬁ MINUTES.

St Camaarises, Tuosday evening, Jan. 24, 1871,
. DR. MACK IN THE CHAIR.
Dr. Coxurorr rolated a caso of hyportrophy of the left choek
eurring in a blacksmuth, vho, 1n working at the forge, kopt
that side of lus faco constantly exposed to tho heat. The cheok
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bulged out to the size of an orange, which 'xppcared to bo causcd
by h) portrophy of the b aod or
an increaso of interstitial deposit bol.u.con tho fibres of thoso
museles.

Tho aftection speedily yiclded to the inunction over tho seat
of onlargomont of compound iodine ointment

Dr. SurLivax meontioned a case of poisoning by arscnious
acid, with recovery after the ingestion of o remarkably large
doso of tho puison—at least one tablespoonful.  TFree vomiting
sot in immediatoly after the puisvn had been taken, to which
circumstance mainly he isinclined to asribe his patient’s escape.

The remedies employed were magnesia, and when that bad
been sufficiently oxhibited, morphia. The magnosia acts asan
antidpto to arsepious acid in a state of solution, by forminga
spavingly soluble arsonito of magnesia.

In this caso it must have proved boneficial by tho envolop-
mont of tho erystals, s0 as to shicld the macous membrano from
their corrosive action.

1t is argued that the antidotal aclion of hydrated peroxido
of iron depends upon the same eflect, when the acid is in the
solid state.

Tho Dr. spoke very highly of the good effect of morphiain
zho subsequent treatment.

In the discussion which ensued, it was mentioned that tho
peroxido can always be made in a few moments, by adding
carbonato of soda to any salt of the red oxide of iron—perchlo-
ride, acetate, or persulphate

As tho fatal doso is as low as two or threo grains, it wss
suggested that tho arsenious acid was probably mixed with somo
inert substance, but Dr. S. behioved it to have been pure.

A formula, useful to the country practitionor for obtaining
the hydrated peroxide, 1 sumply to mix one ounco of liq potass:
with half an ounce of muriated tincturo of iron.

Dr Maclagan gives preferonco to the precipitato formed by
ammonia.

The gelatmous magnesia should always he prepared pror
nata, and ean bo formed by wa-bing tho precipitato cautiously
obtained by adding a solution of caustic putash to a cold sate:
rated sclution of sulphato of magnesia }

Ameng other antidotes mentioned, were Mr Odling’s
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emulsion of hydrato and acotate vt alummna, mixed with perman-
ganato of potash, in the proportton of ten grams to two fluid
ounces, and adaunistered by tho stomach pump.

Dr Goopstax reported an instance of lead pooning ocenr-
ring in a wholo family, from using water collected m a cistern
lined with lead. Betore being called 1n, ono member of tho
family had swccumbed, and he tound the survivors o a very
critical comhition.  Maviug arrested the supply of wator from
the suspected suures, recuvery soon followed the use of the
sulphuric acid lemonade and tho 10dide of potasstum.

The Dr. wished to draw attenuon to tho absonce of the
blae line along tho gums in thoso cases, and to the presonco of a
sgmptomn he had not found fad down 1 the authorities upon
the subject of lead porsoming, viz., a remarkable davk streak.in
tho centre of tho tonguc.

The Chaivman stated that i tho case of 2 whole family
fuilering from lead pononing, the result of cating apple-sauce
which had been preserved in glazed carthonwaro pottery, a
timilar dark broad line, resembling that produced by tho imper-
feet assumilation of salts of wwon, was to bo noticed.

Dr. T. Mack then read a short paper which ho had prepared,
Tpon the thorapeutic uses of sulpho-carbolate of zme, with somo
remarks upon tho sulpho-carbolates generally.

Premising that m no step takon for the advancement of tho
@s medendy of late years Lad more pracusal benent been offected
than in the prevestion and the ectrothic treatment of dizeaso, ho
weat on to say that therapentists had thus been led to tho search
mong the numerous sabstances hnown as antiscpties for antie
dotes to zymoue atlections, and remedie  whoso action was
telioved to take plarco s gernuendes or parasticides.

In this way the profession has been busy with carbolie and
“alphurons acids and thei computnds.  Wo had niready experi-
mentod lavgely upon the chemienl antiseptic . whieh acted prin-
tipally as thoy eticeted tho hberation or assinilation of oxygen.
4¢ present our attention was claimed for agents wihieh, known
{0 destroy fow forms of ammal and vegotablo kit out of tho
oody, it way hoped wonld act 1n a similar mauner upon germs
ad abnormal colis withn the body.

< Iy, Wilkes, of Kont. in Eugland, clnims great suceess in the
*{ealmont of typhod fever by small doses of sulphurous acid,
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gradually ncreased until the tasto of the aud was constantly
present to the palato.

Dr. M has observed goud offects from the bisulpbites o
cases of purulent infection.

Tho oflcets of carbulic acid upon pus cells havo been fully
discussed. Ho had used carbolate of quisia for the last two
years in a varioty of cases of dyserasia and toxemia requiring 8
tonic, and fouud it a good compound.

Last spring he vbtawed frum London, England, & supply of
tho sulpho-carbulates, and had prescribed them with excelleat
results since.  Thus combined, carbulic acid can be given inter-
nally with impuuity , oso gran of the aad being wondained in
about twonty gruins of the Huble salty whidlois decompuzed in
the cuurso of its absurption il shinunation, and evulves tho
disinfectant acid.

To considored the sulphocarbolate of zine, five grainsto
the ounce of tepid water, to by the bust vaginal injection he had
ever used in simplo vaguius, after the acuie stago bad passed by

In more ubstinate cases, tampuns of glycerole of sulpho
carbolate of zine, ton graws to cach tanipun, had proved exee:
Tent adjuvants, and had cured vbstinato chironiv cases, especially
correcting factor.

As au extra uterine application. either carefully injected ia
any of the late methudy, amung whick he gave the preference 10
Dr. Peasless’ plan, or with & mup, ho had used it in endo-uterine
affections.

In the sopt:emia, conscquont upun and eithor beforeor
after tho remuval ot any decomposing substauco retained i
utero, it had beon tried satisfactorily.

The sulpho-carbolate uf zine 15 spoker highly of as a lotio
and dressing to wounds and suppurating surfaces, and io
cases he would recumimend its addition in solution as 4n uterioé
douche or enoma tv caustic or other treatment, of crosions 3%
ulcerations of the os anu corvis ateri.  Any intelligent apotbe-
cary or physician can with a little troublo mako it, as Dr. M
was proparing it for his own use, of sufficiont purity, after the
following manner . First, according to Dr. F. Hoffman, mix o2¢
part of sulphuric acd (sp gr. 1843) wita two parts of fus
erystallized carbolic acid, digest for two days in a watorbath s
150° to 180°, until, upon adding a fow drops to water, a clesf

.l
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solution is obtained. The sulpho-pl acid (Cy 13, So,) may
post Lo noutralized by oxidoe of zine, tho solution filtered and
erystattized slowly without keat, the only impurity will bo tho
sulphate of zinc, which for uso as a topical application, will not
prove very projudicial.

St. CatnAriNes, Jan. 31.

Or Cowrort had used hot-awr baths, givon by snnply placing
heated hricks under and onveluping the pationt with blankets as
inthe extempore vapor bath, in an obsunate caso of chronic
dysentery  The man had cuntracted tho diseaso after suffering
from somo form of rolunged paludal fover m the far west three
orfour years ago, ho had fizally boon rehoved atthat tuno,
sfter trying a varioty of romedies. Tpon the present recur-
rence of the disease, Dr. Comfurt had tried neflectually raw
meat properly prepared, and various astringent proparations.

Mo then prescribed acetate of lead, opium and 1peeac., and
shot-air bath cvery morning. A marked unprovement fottowed
1his change of treatment. The patient was now using the baths
slone, and at a future mecting ho huped v bo ablo to roport a
caro,

Pr Goopuas spoko of the guod effects he had cbserved from
vapor baths, in diarrhoea attended by a dry hawd skin.

Dr Svtnivas had observed 1o post morten cases of dysen-
teric diarrhaa, occurring aftor endemic fovors in the United
States (in the west aud south-westy, enlargoment of tho mesen-
leric glands, congestivn ur degenvrauen of tho hiver, and very
frequently tuborcles in tho lungs.

Aftor o discussion upon turuing an presentation of the

“shoulder Dr Mack said that ho had a fow rematks to oter upon

gmputation at the hipjuint. With the uso of chiorotorm, the
only immediate danger in opurating 1s from hismorrhage ; the
aperatian on this account was rccummended v be performed
with the greatest celerity.

Mr. Mayo, we loarn, operated in thirty scconds, by first
Pssing the knife eomplotoly through the limb upon tho inner
tido of tho jrint and cutting forwards aud snwardy, so as to mako
28ap from the adductor musdies, thon he cut into the jont and
®vored the ligamentum teres and muscles attached to the
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digital foxsa, with a short strong kaifo, aml completed the ope.
ration by outering his kuile over the trochantor and cutting
downwards and ontwards,

Tho circulation i3 controlled by compressing the common
fomoral at Poupart’s ligament, until the asusiant, by following
tho knife with s hand, can grasp the divided vessol and hold it
firmly with tho ovorted flap

By compressing tho abdominal aorta, all risk of hamorrhage
is escaped, and tho necessity for extreme haste no lunger exists,
Dr. Gross states that, tn acase vperated upon Ly Lim, whea
pressuro by the thumbs was made upon tho abduminal awrta and
femoral artery, tho luss of bluud did not exceed one ounce and
ahalf. In Dr. Pancoast's easo, tho aurta was compressed by
means of a tourniquot cncircling the budy at the umlilicns, the
pationt lost bardly any bl d, this simplification of the method:
of Sarry, Delpeen, Mott an’ othiers, who recommended ligature
of the fomoral artery as & prehimnary step, must bo considered
a deeided imp.ovoment.

No less than fificen difforent methods of performing this
formidablo operation have been described.

« Xshould by all means prefer the procedure by antero-
posterior flaps, the diartulaton being effected aftor the for
mation of tho anterior fiup.

“As it bofel mo to operate in a perfectly novel manner
nearly two years ago, and as the result pouved successl, I
shall submit to you a suceinct history of tho case

“John Connor, aged 7 yoars, ominently scrofulous, as
admittod into the Genoral and Marine Iospital va tho 22nd of
December, 1868, sutfering undor morbus coxavius in the thind
stago, einuses were already discharging, and a fow days after
his admission an incision gavo exit Lo a large collection of thin *
curdy unbealthy pus.  Under cod liver uil and appropriate con-
stitutional treatment, ho improved so much thau I determired
to givo hum # chance for hus lifo by excizion of the uppoer end of
tho fomur , tho operation appeared to be indicated also from tho
symptoms ot improvement having gradaally coased, und a fats)
tormination alono promiswg to cluse his sutforings. On the
10th of July, 1869, having placed him fully under tho influencd
of chloxoform. I proceeded to the resection by making a seml
Jupar inaision, convexity downwards and extending farther
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down than dirccted in tho books. The flap being dissocted
upwands the articulation was quickly reached, the capsular
ligamoat already oponed freely was ent, when at the moment of
gently adductng the thigh and overting the head of tho bone
ihe femur was broken obliquely across at its lower third  Dr. F.
L. Mack who rendered this part of the necessary aid, had not
us«l:‘my forco sufliciont to oxplain this untoward accident, so I
atonce wferred that thero must have been disease and xoftening
of structuro mn tho lower cud of the bme, and I instantly pro-
cceded to amputation.  Dr. Riloy mast efliciontly controlled tho
circulation, whilo I quickly entered a largo knifo on the innor
sido of the disarticulated joint and cut out a suflicient internal
fap. Drs. Goodman and Suthvan promptiy secured the fomoral,
ischiatic and obturator arterios by hgatars; any nther spouting
vessels wore coutrotted by torsion.

“The boy was now allowed to awaken from anasthesia;
stimulants wero admumstered, the suvfaces having been kopt
exposed long ouough to tho air to becomo glazed and to vonder
it improbablo that clots might form after coaptation, he was
1gain anfesthetized, tho edges of the waound wore united by silvor
sotures, ho was placed in bed and wealk earbolic dressing was
spplicd.  Uniler tho caro of my brother and Dr Goodman he
mado an oxcellont recovery, and in threo months ho was ablo
with a cruteb to go to school and to walk nearly a mile  Before
dosing the wound, 1t was ascortained that tho cotyloid caviy

been complotely uleerated away; and although he has
srvived the operation now mmoteon months, it is seareely to bo
expected that tho scrofulous diseaso will not eventually claim its
vietim,

“ U]»on cxamination, the head of the fomur was found
Umost ontiroly romoved by caries, tho lower cnd and shafl of
tho bono wero aflceted with softening of fissue and excossivo
brittloness,  Tho medutlary canal was filled with a thin Lrearny
purulowd flaud, and tho cancoll wero destroyed, so that a mero
¢atornal shell ot bono alone constituted tho shaft of the femur,
the specimon as you porcerve breaking with tho least pressuro
€ force.

“Tho practienl suggostions which I wish to make aro  1st,
. That in.many cases whon 1t may be uncortan to elect betwoen
Tsection aad amputation at the hip, it is advisable to raise a
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long flap from the oxtornal rogion and after disarticulation; if
the moro formudable operation be found oxpediont, it cau bo
comploted by a iargo internal flap. 2nd. As the dislocation of
tho joint 13 frequently found ifficult and tho cause of dolay in
amputation by the ordinary mothods, Iet tho operation bo por-
formed by a large convox flap cut from withdut inwards, and
after division of connecting tissues and oversion of the head of
the bone, let the catling be thrust through to meot the pusterior
cdgo of tho external flap, and a suflivient quantity of soft parts
cut off from tho innor silo of the thigh to furnish a suflicient
covering to the acotabulum.”

Thoe morbuwl specimen ubtained by presorving the bone was
submitted for oxamination, and presented to the museum of the
Socioty. -

OVER-DISTENTION OF THL UTERUS FROM EXCESS
OF LIQUOR AMNIIL

BY DR. GARNFR, OF LUCKNOW.

In August of tho year 1868, I was called to sce Mrs. M, of
Ashfield, and un arriving found her in the first stage of labor.
She was enormously distonded, and I tricd to tap her for dropsy,
but found 1t impussible to get any fluid excopt a little bloed. 1
made a very careful examuation por vaginam and found tho
cornx uter: oblitorated, and the us was scarcoly to Lo folt. The
labor pmins were very arregular, sumctimes an ioterval of an
hour clapsed botween thums and sumotimes less than tan minutes.
So great was the disteulion that the whole abduminal space was
complotely filled, and the pressure on the thorax and diaphrago
rendered tho breathing most Liborivus. 1 gave small doses of
tr. opu atantervals, a.ud aftor waiting a reasonable timo, I called
in two other medical gontlomen—Dr. Tonnant and Dr Cole-
We all consdered tho caso tw be uno of dropsy eonnccted Nl.lk
pregaancy, and the medical geatlemon in cunsultation consid-
ored that it would be best to leavo tho 1ssuc to the result of the
labor. I then tolu them that I strongly suspected that tho uterss
was tho soat of discaso and that the case was ono of over-distes-
tion from oxcess of Liquor amnu.  But thoy expressod ai opposite
opinon.  Things romained in this state for forty-ight hours,
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and (ho pulso was boginning to indicato slizht wealknoss, but
nuthing more, Thero woro no symptoms ta eause any alarm,
but the labor pams wero stli weak and slow  On making
anuthor osamunaton, I found tho os enlarged ufficiently to
admut the indox finger, and I was now sure that the uterus was
the wauso of all tho troubfe. I called for same vessed to receivo
the loguor amnu, and raptared the mombranas T had previowsly
sout for Dr, Tonnant.  The fnid was earefully rolleoted, and on
muasurcment was found to bo sevonteen quarts T was convineed
that if the pauent had remained in the misorable condition in
which she had proviously been with ovor-listended nterus, that
it would have bean almost impos«ible for pains of any utility to
arise, and af thoy had ansen, I foared rapturo of the organ.  Tho
relief sho mow felt was very great.  Thero had been occasionally
most excruciating pain in tho hips and thighs, ovidently from
pressuro on the nerves of tho potvia.  Thiv vanished, the
breathing becamo natural and thore was no more anxioty of tho
countenance.  As soon a3 practicablo I gavo her 30 dvops tr.
opii, aed had hor put comfortably to bed. I might say that
labor now ceased for about tsvo hours, as only an oceasional pain
troubled her, and sho rested quiotly and had some sleop.  Tho
fluids were not much disculured, but had a pecubiarly heavy and
disagreeable odor.  The rest of tho fabor procceded naturally
enough and she was delivered of twins, both dead and had boon
0 for samo weoks, as tho cuticlo was easily detachod and in
some places separated or ruised tn bhsters.  The fivst child was
ono of the most romarkablo munstronities that I ever saw or road
about. Thero was no head, tho arms and shoulders woro ontirely
absont, and it appeared to cunsist merety of the thorax and Iower
oxtremitivs, the formor buing much contracted. Thoro did not
appear to be any oxcess 1 tho dovelopinent of this fortus as far
3 the lower limbs were concorned. L was amalo  The other
chill was a fomale and was quito naturally formed in ovory
respeet exeopt the fingors and toos, which were merely rudimonts.
T have these malfurmations 1 my possession at presont, Tho
funis of the acophalvus chdd was also well worthy of noto Tt
%as vory thick and moasurcd tifty-six inches in length.  That of
tho other child was normal.  Tho slacenta was also romarkablo.
1 took n portion of it homo, and on cxamning it under tho
micms%opo, I found it full ot smait ulcers of a groyisk white
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color, and thoso woro filled with pus and blood corpuscles ina
state of disintogration.

I will now givo a skotch of two other cases that havo como
under my caro sinco, and as thoy agreo in many rospeets aro
well worthy of noto and caroful consideration

In September, 1869, L was called to sco a lady sho had been
uader tho care of a medical practitioner a cunsiderablo distance
from my residence. Hor husband urged me to procced at onco,
23 ho said his wifo was “dying by inches.” Ilaving arrived, I
found that Mrs, B. was not by any means suffering much, but
had had a long and weary Jabor, with the pains exactly of tho
character of thoso of Mrs. M., of Ashfiold. I asked hor to lio
down for a’fow minutas, but this she saud was impossible as she
would choke and couid not breathe. I oxamined the abdomen
and found it oxtromoly tenso, and in ovory way tho symptoms
appeared to bo the samo as in the case I have proviously recorded.
I atonco advised the rupturo of the mombrancs. Every one, I
may state, that was in attondanco on Mrs. B. was in a consider .
able state of alarm, and hor mother who had beon without sleep
for two or threo mghts I found it prudent to have romoved.
Taving allayed tho fears of the frionds as far as possible, 1 then
procecded to rupture the mombranes. A large quantity of liquor
amni ped, and having collected and 1)t there wero in
all about twenty-threo pints. Tho labor was then nearly the
samo in cvery respect as that of my former pationt, Tho feetus
was doad and had beon for somo time, The head was much
larger than normal, and thors was httlo develupmont of the
parictal, frontal and tomporal bones, but tho cav.ty was donsoly
filled with fluid, and there could bo no doubt but the child had
hydrocophalus. It was casy to press tho head inw any desired
shape, as the bones scomed to bo swallowed up, 50 to speak, in
tho gonoral mass. There was tho samo peculiax odor as bofore.
Tho funis was about thirty-five inchies long, much thickened and
of a golutinous consistence.  Mrs. B. exporionced the greaicst
rolief aftor tho water was discharged and had a gontlo ¢loop for
about an hour afterwards, before the fotus was cxpo]lcd I
oxam:ned the placenta next day with the greatest caro oa comiog
home. It was a fac-simide of that of Mrs. M. Tho small ulcors
woro rather more oxtended and had the same quzﬂity of pus and
disintegrated blovd corpuscles, the placonta also presenied that
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groyish bluo color so woll known to practieal accouchours.
When I tore the placenta apart, in both cases it ruptured easily.
and a sanious fluild oozed from the torn surfaces freely. Theso
surfaces had a vory ragged and peculiar look which I find diff-
cult to deseribo  The blood vessols scomed to bo easily detached
from the ongorged mass, the coats were much thickened and
the samo gelatinoua coating cxtonded to tho fums.

The recovery of Mrs B way rapitt and most satisfastory,
and liko Mrs. M the vigor of the systom scemed rathor inereased
than otherwise.

Caso 3. Last October I was callal to sco a Mrs. F,, about
ton miles from my residence  Sho differed from the foregoing
¢a5e8 in gonoral constitutinn, as she was oxtremely dehieato and
casfy oxcited A very worthy gontleman of the profession had
been attending her, and T had consulted wath lum about her
teforo her confinement. T found considorable tonsion of the
abdomon and pain in the pelvis and thighs, but there was not
by any means so much dyspnea as vither of tho otiors com-
plaived of.  In fact the distention uf tho utorus was no. so great.
Tatonco ruptured the membranes and about cloven pints of fluid
eeaped.  Mrs F obtained the samo reliet as the other patients,
and I think even more in propurtivs. Tho fatus veas dead
Tho Yiquor amnii was natural and the funs was about twenty,
soven inches long.  About three weoks Lefure her continoment
the had fallon off a stool, and aflerwards had somo flooding to
tho extent of about a pint T cxamunul the placenta most cmro-
fally. It had the appearance of haring beon soparated from the
uterus to tho extent of twe and a-half ur theee inches provions to
ber confinomont, and this part had a contused look on tho froe
frface.  In this part also thore were tho same smath cysts of
siter and bloody deposit, but the rest was quite normal and
te fani3 likewiso.

Hero wo havo three casos of extessive {quor amnn, all the
Pcentag wore more or lese diseased i a susmilar way, and all
- e fatuses woro dead  Weo can castly teace tho eauso n Mrs
. ?’s €as0 1o an injury. but thers was uu such reason to bo found
: mtho others. I minutely enquired if such was tho caso, and
- ¥ answored in tho nogative.

Wo bava hore then threo cases with 34, 23 and 11 pints of
Squor amnii rogpectivoly, and the agrcoment in symptoms
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remarkable,  Tho questions that naturally arise aro . 1st. What
is tho exave of thus ulcerated conditivn of (ho placonta ? 2ad,
Does this causo tho oscessive seuretion of flwd ? and 3rd. How
is tho amuion affected? L havo little doult in my own mind
that tho cause of abortions 1n gonoral 1y this diseased and uleer-
ated conthtion of the placunta. I could montivn many casesin
proof of this, and T think I may safoly state that . acarly all
cases of abortivn thoro is an oxcess of liquor amnii, and thy
amuion 1+ much discolored, thickoned 1n gonoral ur covered with
small turgid masses or patches that are yuite apparont to thy
naked oye.  In cases of wumon who are almost uaable to carry
tho fetus  matarity, thoroe is generally a weaknoss of a herodi-
tary pature, often accompanied with strumous indications, or
wo find that there is a hyporemic condition of tho systom, that
requires to be carofully guarded against during gestation. In
both cases I have known the placenta to be uleerated. The
p 13 tho ing of all the hiof,, the vessels dis
tributed to th fietus become discased, the amuion noxt suffers,
and its seeroting surface 13 exasperated or chronically inflamed,
and the hquid is cast off in an enormous oxcess, Tho fietos
dies, and at tho proper time naturs casts it forth.

Tho precise causo of ulcors in the substance of the placents
is not very easy of explanation. I would liko to advanco some
ideas on this sub.ect, but Iam afraid of sncronching too much
on the space of tus number.  In rome future number I hopo to
ronow tho subject and mention other casos to the point, In tho
meantimo, Mr. Editor, 1any I through your pages ask the assist-
anco of uther gentlomen in the profession, to inform us of siwilss
cases and to give thoir ideas on the subject, as it is ono of muck
importance. I havo read soveral exvellent treatiscs on the pointy
but sull there 1s a great want of proper information. In closiog
at present, I sincoroly hopo that some of vur brethren may st
forward  assist 1n tho elucidation of this intricato matter, 30
give us tho benefit of their opivion upon it.

ON THE USE OF IPECAC. LN EPIDEMIC DYSENTERY.

BY HENRY 3. JONZS, J.D., MARMORA, ONT

In 1868, during tho months of July, August and Septembes
a discaso appeared, which, frum tho symptoms I observed, bss
indacod me to call 1t by tho above namo. It was also callod
Canndaan cholera and ship fover, charactorized in nearly all the
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cazes that camo wnder my notico by purging, more or less vunnt-
ing, garuxy~imy ot tever, quiek pulse furred tongue, teadeetiess
of alalumen upon pressure, und uleoration of the Trwer part of
rectuni, accompanted-——when tho fover made ity nppearance—Lly
oxciuviating pan m that part of the howel, which ciused who
JAtient o scream ont an agony. At the time of it« appeatiico
here, st was spreading with fatal rapidity in the villages of
Trentun and Surliog and along tho Pidge Road in the tuvislnps
of Rawdon and 1luntingdon, and in theso plares a great many
ded. Six deaths ocenrred i this township.  The disease was
sery badhing, ofd practitioners did nat seom ware sivessial
than the younger ones. At tho close of the epidemic, a runedy
was brought 1o uso with favorablo vesults  This was ipecac.
Hitherto all tho most powerful astringents seemed fo have no
effect 1n stoppang the discharge—opium bLeing used almost to
narcotism.  Lonce thought of trying this remedy, but the vomst-
ing 1 some cases haing so had T hesitated about dwng so, and
did ot uso it 1ill 1969, when T had a guwd chance ot trying ¥
Bvo or six rases of tho snmo disease, with good success. At the
outsed, I rave to an adult thirty grains of ipceac and ter mimms
of laudanum , nfter thay, tron threo to four grains every thieo
bours.  Muld astringont injections wore used for the purpuse of
allaging tho writation of ¢he rectum , opium internally to reieve
pan; supporting the strength, whon nccessary, with feof tea,
wino and stimulant touics. I thought more highly of this
remedy than of any of tho astringents T had used, for theso
reasons  that 1t did not cheek the discharge all at vace, but
oontrolled 1t; and when it had obtainel its tull cilect itset up a
Bealthy roaction of the bowels, which dui away with the neees-
€ity of uving Jaxative medicines. Tho bowoels appeared, from the
discharpo, 10 bo covored over by an increased mucous scerotion,
which prevonted astringents from operating favorably; whereas,
by giving ipecac, tho peristaltic action of the bowels was in-
treased, and by this means thoy were rolieved of this irritating
tecretion,  Ipecac., by helping to reduco the arculativn and
acting as an oxpectorant and diaphoretic, would have a tondency
tocheck any morbid influence that mght bo seeretly ac work.
Lastly. that cpium and other astringents tend to cheek some of
tho importaat sccrotions of tho body. Ipeeac., on the other
“hand, by it diaphuretic and oxycctorant proporties, seems to
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increaso rathor than-docroaso thom. I also noticed that the
voniting was not increased, but, on tho contrary, it scemed to
allay this distressing symptom.  As I had good opportunitics of
watchiog my patients during tho admimstration of ipecac, I
formed an 1doa that though thoy woro in a dangerous stato, as
soon as thoro was a fecling of nausea doveloped, tho prognosis
would bo favoruble. How far I am nght I cannot at present
detormino, for I had only six dangerous cases undoer my care, and
alt recovered. If there should bo any epidomic this summer,
I shall most cortainly try, by careful watching, to ascertain
whether T am right or wrong. If any of my older brothren can
givo any more information on this subject, I shall be very glsd
to hear from them.

CORRESPONDENCE.

. (To tho Rditor of tho Csnads Lanect.)

Sir,~1 saw in your jssuc of Jast month a well deserved
stricturo on tho conduct of Dr. II. Strange, Registrar of tho
-Council, by Dr. Saundors, of Kingston.

The Medical Registrar 1s undoubtedly the wrong man in the
wrong place, for ho has shown himself extromely caroless and
most shamefully romiss in tho porformanco of tho functions of
his ofice. I had much difficulty in getting my licenso from
him, after-having kopt it in his possession for somoe months, and
I know of sovoral others who woro similarly tronted. It caused
a0 extremo annvyanco, at a very particular timo, and when my
re"lslr'mon cortificate djd come to hand, neither apology nor
oxpl panied it.  Ho app toregard such flagrant
rcmtsmcx\s with tho utmost complacency, and shows a bralliant”
contempt for the medieal mon of Ontario. I hope he will soon
bo romoved from a position ho scoms totally unqualified to ill,
as ho is regarded by many bers of tho J as a public
nuisanco.

Pleuso givo this a place in the noxt issuo of tho Lancet, 35
it may help to call the attention ot the proper authoritics in such
a way as to compel lum to rosign, as he should do, or he forcibly
romoved.

Yours traly,
Lucknow, Feb. 9, 1871.

onx M. GARNER, M.D.




Anagamation of Medical Colleges. 269-
(To the Editor of the Cansda Lancet)

Mr. Epiror,~I have had a diploma ju the Registry offico
for nearly ten months for which ¥ have written timo and agam
without offect; and as I am now about to enter an action in
order to vecover it, who will bo tho defondant in the caso,—
Dr. Strango, or tho Medical Council ? T request the favor of an

answor 1n tho “Lancot.”
Yours truly,

Fenolon Falls, Fob. 21, 1811,

[The Medical Coupctl would most undoubtedly bo the dofen-
dant 1o such an action. The Registrar is tho paid officer of tho
Council, and as such is respounsible to taat body; whilo tho latter
aro responsible to tho public for the proper porformanco of his
duties as their paid servant.]—Eb.

M Bromay.

The Cannda Lansed,

A Monthly Jomrnal of Dedical and Surgical Science,

Issued Trompily on the Firet of overy Momtb.

23 Comsnunwations soherted on all Medwal and Srentifie subcts, and also Raports of
ases oecurring o prctice.  Adrertisements wnserted on the mast lieral terms Al
Lotters a1 4 Communicatuns to be audressed to the m-twl.‘anada Lancet,” Toronto,

TORONTO, MARCH 1, 1871

AMALGAMATION OF MEDICAL COLLEGES.

Wo notico in the January (11th) number of the “ Medical
Pross and Circular,” an articlo on tho propnsed amalgamation
oftho Lundon medical schools. The proposal to amalganate
some of tho Y.ondon schools has been undor discussion for somo
timo past, TUmiversity Colloge and tho Mrddlesex and §t. Mary's
nospitnls have such a move in contemplation, and will, if carried
9, form a vory cffiuent school, with a large staff of teachers,
ad cannot fail to prove highly advantzgeous to medical
Stadents, Tndor this arrangoment, the student will havo access
all tho loctures ho may choose to attend, upon paymont. of ono
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feo, and the clinical advantages of al the three huspituls will bo
goined in addition Thoro will of course be nu adsantage in
thie to tho junior student, who will best consult hus own interest
by cluse work i thy dusseeting rovm of one of these 1atitutivns,
and by mastening tho clemontary part of his work firse, but for
the advanced student it cannot fail tu prove hughly advanta
geous, by giving him more enlarged views. and a more completo
knowledge of the profession, than if ho Lad contined his stadies
to any ono institutiun. A regular tramnng in iiuieal work is
most assuredly of the utmost unpurtance tu the seowr student,
and this arrangement will presont such advantages in this
respoct as aro seldom afforded.

Somo of our most successful medical men aro those who
have spent moro than the usual timo in clinical study, at the
varions hospitals in tho large citics of both the old anu new
world, and although a little more time and money wero oxpended
in acquiring their professional education, it has been moro thaa
countorbal d by tho advantages thoy nave derived from 50
Intimate an acyuaintauce with disease in all its forms, and the
most approved plans of treatmout.  Weo are surs that no ono
regrots the oxtra tmo spent in this way, and we look upon the
move in the directivn above ndicated, as tonding to tho same
object, and that at much less expenso and wevnvenienco to tho
student.

In carrying out this schome, some of the teachers will bo
obliged to give way, £ the umion of the three Faculties, in their
ontiroty, would be v cambersume, and we haw ¢ nv doubt sume dif
ficulty will bo oxperieuced un this point, but the fact that nearly
all of thom are advucates of this schemo shows that they possess
that amount of sult denial which characterizes all our best men.
It 18 quute possibly that 1u this, a5 in & great many other instances,
therbest men may not Lo solected for the varwus Chairs in tho
amalgamated School, but no-private interests or undue influcncd
should bo allowed to prevont the appointmont of the best and
most suitable men, and if this is satisfactorily carried out, WO
can £co no reason why the chango will not prove of immonse
advantago to all conceracd,  Wo wish them all success.

Wo also look forward to the time, not far distant, when such
an amalgamation will becomo a mattor of expediency among o
selves. The interests of medical A;ducatlon aro not best promo(cd‘
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by o large number of medicat schoots; but by tho marked
eficiency of thuse which have the confidonco of the public  Smait
gchools are very discouraging to tho teachors, and anything but
attractive to the studonts, and honee it is that 3 number of our
students profor to go to Now York, Philadelpbia and elsewhere
every year, who might be induced to romain at homo,

We are fuliy awaro that the discussion of this subjoct at tho
present timo 1> premature, but wo have no hesitation in raying
that in duo tune this mattor wall bo forced upon the attentinn of
the College anthuritivs, and tho oxpedieney of lessoning instoad
of increasing tho number of teaching bodies, both in arts and
medicine, and inereasing tho offt of those romaining, will
bo most strongly insisted upon.

TIE SOCIAL EVIL.

Our frionds over the way havo beon greatly exorcised of
1ate in referonce to the best means of suppressing this vieco  In -
St. Louis, the Fronch schome, with some shght modifications,
has been in force for some timeo, and it 15 proposed to introduco
it into all the large citics of the Republic.

It is argucd by those who aro advocates of tho Frenck: sys-
tem, that, sinco it 13 impossible o supy prostitution by
police rogulations, it 1s better tolicenso 1t and put it under sanitary
control, in the hope of hmiting tho spread of venoreal diseases,
On the other hand it 15 urged that the licensing system is con-
trary to the spirit of the ago and the gomus of a freo pesple, and
because prostitution caruut bo suppressed by police measuras, is
noreason that it should bo licensed any more than that gam-
bling, Yarceny or murdor should bo Licensed.

Many attempts have been made, both in ancient and modern
times, to suppress prostitution by tho power of the law; but
they have almost invariably faied, and ended oithor in a tacit
or expressed toloration of the vico.  This is no doubt owing to
tho fact, that tho officers of tho law are thwarted in their offorts

77 tho seerccy of tho erime, tho collusion of tho guilty parties,
and the waut of that moral sentimont of educated and onlicht-
encd public opinion that ought to provail. It has also had tho
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effect, whon pressod to tho utmost rigor of tho law, of bresking
up the dons of infamy and forcing tho strumpots into sorvice,
and thus thoy have fonnd thoir way into tho housos of many res-
pectablo’ families, whoro thoir lowdnoss aod ovil influenco have
boon oxerted on «he minds of hitherto iunocent youths of both
sOXCS,

The aduptiva of tho liconse systom has also been most unsuc-
cessful in lessoning tho provalonce of thus vice aud tho dweases

lting from it. According to this system or rogulation, all
prostitutes are tolerated who registor their names as such with
the police. They must livein parts of tho city assigned them
by tho polico, and subject. themselvos to medical 1nspection onco
or twico a-weok; and whon found diseased, thoy are sont toa
prison hospital until cured. Now this seoms, on tho face of it, a
most offectual way of lessoning tho spread of venereal diseaso;
but in practico it is found a very differont thing. Evory medical
man knows that & prostitute who bas boon with a syphilitic man,
thoogh quite healthy herself, romauns for sovoral days as dan-
gorous as though she was horsolf tho subject of that discaso, 80
that no amouat of vigilance on the part of the physician can
provent tho sproad of the diseaso. Besidos, oniy a very small
proportion of the prostitutes can be forced to registor.  In Paris,
out of about 30,000 prostitutes, only about 3,000 aro rogistered,
or 1in 10, so that in defianco of authority and tho vigilance of
the police, ninc-tonths of these women rofuso to rogister, and
carTy oo their avocation clandestinely. Tho reason of this 18, in
the first place, that mon who frequent such .aces, for obvious
roasons, show a preference fur clandoestino womon, and tho
women thomselves result at the iea of bemng publicly registered
as prostitutes, without any hopo of reform or rotura to respects-
bility. Most women, too, abhor the medical oxamination of
their porsons, and the moro so, as in caso thoy aro found dis-
cased, thoy aro rmprisoned n a hospital until cured, & poriod
sometimes of many months, and thereforo 1t is not to be won:
dered at that tho licenso systom bas beon a failure, both in tho
offort.to provont tho spread of discase, and bringing under con*
trol the worst class of prostitutes.

The best plan for tho roform of this class is undoubtedly tho
common sonse one—that of a tacit toloration in tho meantiné
tho exercise of constant iilanco on tho part of the police t0
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provent farthor increaso in the numbor of wouscs, the bm:\kin‘gl
up of the more_disordorly, and tho imposition of frequont an
heavy fines, The fines shruld go to tho squOl‘l. ot & special
hospital or dopartmont of o general hospital for tho cure of
vonorenl discasos, whero those infected—both male and fomalé—
conld go for rohof.

In addition to this, most stronuous efforis should bo mado,
by Christian men and women, wwarda the roform of this class.
lf;uscs of rofugo should he liberally supported, and mado as
attractive and usaful as tho circumstances will admit.

In this way polico powor, roligion and philanthropy would
all work har iy 1 tho of order, tho abate-
ment of disease in its most hudcous forms, and tho amchoration
and improvoment of mankind.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Wo regrot very much that we have beon nnablo to supply
all our subseribors durirg tho past munth, Wo recotved botween
300 and 400 vew subscribers during the muath of January, and
slargo propartion of these have nut been supplied with copies of
tho February number, as wo jssued only 1,000 copies for that
wmonth. We have however, issucd 1,200 cupnes for tho month
of March, 5o that those now rubseribers, who havo not recorvod
tho Fobruary number, may considor thur subscriptions to com-
mence on tho st of March, instead uf the 1st of January. Our
subseription list has been steadily and rapaly ncreasing sinco
wo } tke magagement Jast Scptembes, aud wo feet vory
grateful to our friends and the profvssiva generaily, for thar
literal encouragement and suppurt in vut enterpriso.

Tho following will give some 1dea uf the rapad increaso of
the circulation of this journal, and we mentwn 1t i ne hoastful
epirit, but as evidenee that a well condwrvad journal wan and will
be supported by tho medical profession .

Numbor of copies reguired for Soptember .

“ « «  « Qclober...

“ « “ « Novomber 550
“ “ «  « Decomber 650
«“ “ “  « January 700
“ “ «  « February 1000
« « «  « March. 1200

oo sy e
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Wo havo also beon most abundantly supplied daring the
past month with onginal matter for our pages, somu of which
has beeu held over fur the noxt month.  This, wo tgko it is
uamistakeablo evidoncy of the suterest which has beon awakoned,
by the contributivn uf new auld vrigiual mattor by duttoront par
tics, within the past few months, aud augues well for the tuture
success of tho juurnal in this respeet.

We must also roturn our thanks to those sabseribers who
have sv promptly remutted the amount of subseription duo, and
w2 would take tho liberty of saying that we have asupply of
thanks on hand, for thuso who have nut yot duno so, but who, wo
bavo no doubt, will remit at their earliest convonienco.

Wo regret to annonnco tho death of Prof. Georgo T. Elliott,
M.D, of Now York. Mo was born in tho eity of Now York,
May 11th, 1827 Ile graduated at Culumiia Collego 1n 1845,
and immediately began the study of medicine under Dr. Valens
tino Mott, and graduated in the spring of 1849, Sinco 1861 ho
bas been Professor of olstotries aad diseases of women and
children in Bellovue Huspital Medical College, . conyunction
with Prefs. Taylor and Barker. Hisdeath was caused by apoploxy

TORONTO EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY.

o have much pleasure in dirscting attention to this valoa-
ble charity, the thud annual report of which (for 1870, 13 now
boforo us.

This instivation was opened originally as a Disponsary (3t
No. 12 Shuter-at. ), in May, 1867, tho necessary funds being coo- * -
tributed by tho citizens of Toronto. It was continued as &
dispensary for more than two years, pationts from a distance
during that period, boing vporated upon at their boarding houses
Early in 1870, tho local Legislaturo appropriated tho sum of
$1,000 as an annual grant, moro especially for tho purpose of
maintaining cmigrants and lumbermon while under treatmont-
In March, 1870, the institution was moved to larger premises, at
21 Adclaide-st. west, consisting of a brick bmlding, threo and
ohalf storeys Ligh, with accommodation for about 16 intam
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patients, and with a disponsary dopartment for cxtern pationts.

Trom tho last ropart, we learn that the number of patients
admitted during tho throo years, ending May, 1370, was 411,
Of these. 36 woro car-pationts, end 375 oyo-pativnts.  Accordivg
to the roport, tho largo number of 348 were either cured or
rJdioved, 18 left whilo under treatment, 7 wero incurable, 1 woro
unimproved, in 2 cases tho result was not kunown, and 32 wore
still undor treatment at the ond of tho year.

Thoro aro rocorded, 20 casos of phiyctonular conjunctivitis,
70 cases of phlyctonular keratitis, and 25 cases of ulcoration of
the cornea,—disenses resulting diroctly from impuired nutrition,
and many of thom dopendont upon a scrofulous habit. This
class of cases scoras to form over 25 por cont. of oyo discases
troated at this institution.

The oporations for tho first year, it seems, wore not recorded;
but, for tho last two years, there are reconded 108 surgical opor.
ations, 39 of which woro for iridectomy, and 20 for cataract.
Wo notico that in all the cases of senile cataract (8 in number),
tho oporation was by oxtraction, and we learn that the “flap”
oporation is proferred by tho surgeons of this institution, to tho
“modutied linear,” as practised by-the late Prof. Von Graefs and
other Gorman oculists. .

Tho oxperionco of tho Toronto Eye and Ear Infirmary,
during tho past three years, has fully confirmed an opinion to
which practical oxpr-ssion was long ago givon in Groat Britain
sud the United States, viz., that discases of the eya and car aro
moro likoly to bo successfully treated at institutions espevially

ﬂhesigncd for and adapted to thoir treatmont, than at General
0spitals.

I”I‘hn inatitution is undes the management of a board of twolve
directors, who aro chosen annually at a meeting uf the subserse
‘bors. Tho officers are a surgenn, an assistantsurgeol, o-con-
sulting surgeon, a stoward and a matron  Tha charge for-board
for intern ationts 13 83 a-wook, which must bo paid in mdvance
¢ithor by the friends of the pationts or tho mumeipality sonding
them. Thero is no preliminary form of application necossary.
Privato pationts are not admitted. The in.titution 18 for the
poar_oniy.

Pun{uor information mey bo obtained from the Pre-ident,
A T McCurd, Esy., City Chamborisin, Toronto, or W T Mason,
Esq,, Seerotary.

e

Dr. Rosesruou, Surgeon.
Modical officors.  { Dn. Repves, Assistant-Surgeon.
Dr. Caxnier, Consulting SPurgcon.
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Wo are informed, on good authority, that tho medical
dopartmont of Trinity Colloge, Torunto, 18 to bo rovived and
ro-opened for active duty on the Ist of Octobor of the current
yonr, Wo bave not as yot been fully wformed as to the personnel
of tho staff, but it 1s positively stated that cho old medical
faculty of Trinity Collego will form tho nucleus of tho faculty in
this departmont. Tho tests havo beon sot aside. Examiners
have been appointed for tho ination of candid for the
dogreo in medicine of this univorsity in tho ensuing spring. Wo
dofor any furthor remarks on this subject until somo future number

Georgo Wilking, Esq., M.D., of Toronto, has lately passed s
successful examinatin beforo tho Court of Examiners of tho
Royal Collego uf Surgeuns, England, and was admitted a momber
of the ¢ollege. Considerablo timo has elapsed since Dr. Wilking
“obtained his dogreo in Canada, during which ho has beon acting
in tho capacity of surgeon on Luard steamers plying botween
Europo and America.

Mr. Sidnoy Jomes, F.R.C.S,, has latoly beon clected staff-
surgeon at St. Thomas' Hospital, London, Eogland. Mr. Jones
was an old studont of St. Thomas' Hospital Medical School, and
has .for a long timc occupied the position of Sunior Assistant-
Surgeon and Lecturer on Ophthalmic Surgery, and on Descrip-
tive and Surgical Anatomy at the Xospstal. His frionds will be
glad to hear of hus promutin w such au hunorable and responsi-
blo position.

THE LATE DR. MAYO.

Tho death of Thomas Mayo, M.D,, F.RS., formerly Prosi-
dont of tho College of Physicians, and a disunguished writor on
medical subjects, 1s announced as having occurred at Corsham,
on tho 18th of January. e was born in London in 1790, boing
2 80n of tho late Johu Mayo, 3.D,, and from Westminster school
precceded to Oxford, whore ho beeame a Follow of tho Oriel
Collogo, and took tho degreo of M.D. in 1818, In the following
yoar ho becamo a Follow of the Royal- College of Physicians of
Tondon, and 1n 1856 he was clocted Presidont of that-institution.
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Dr. Mayoe acted for many yoars as physician to tho 3arylobone
Infirmary. His principal works aro Elements of the Pathology of
the Mind, 1838, Clinical Facts and Reflections, 1847 ; Outlines of
Aedical Proof Revised, 1850, ard a treatice On Medieal Testi.
mony and Evidence i Cascs of Lunacy, with Essays on Soundness of
Mind, 1854.

Seleeted Rrticles,
SURGERY.

THETREATMENT OF CLCERS AND OTHER
GRANULATING SURFACES BY TRANSPLANTATION
OF SKIN.

[This ingen .us mothod for tho healing of ulcors which havo
wsisted othor mothods of treatmont weas tho invention of M.
Revordin, and it was first tried in London at St, Georgo’s Hoapital
last May, by Ar. Pollock, sinco which timo it has been widely
sopted, and with unexceptionably favourable resutts when
employed in suitablo cases The procecdure is oxcoedingly
simplo, and may bo thus deseribed —IIaving waited unti! tho
wound or ulcor has assumed a healthy granulating appearanco,
abit of tho wholo thickness of tho skin, say tho sizo of haif a
tpht pea, but without sny of the subcutancous collular tissue, is
pinched up trom tho innor sido of the arm, and romoved with &
tharp sealpol or scissors, curved on tho flat.  If tho granulations
o perfectly healthy and florid, the little bit is then pressed flat,
with its undor surfuco upon tho granulations, and kept firmly
pplied by a strip of isinglass plaster passed across the uleor,
This form of plastor 13 useful 1 pormtting the surgeon to sco
through it and watch tho fato of tho graft.  Should the granula.
Yons bo old and feeble, 1t will bo bottor to foliow the plan of Mr,

bson, of Brstol, who divides on Ins thumb-nail the small bit of
in:into five, soven, or nino picces, 43 tho caso may be. e
then makes o suporficial 1ncision into the grasulations, waits
uotil tho slight bleeding has ceased, and :nserts tho grafts nn
the point of a needlo. Care taust bo tahon not to make tan deep
Winsertion, or tho gratt wilt be entirely onvoloped, and will bo
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longer in showrng itsolf. The plaster may be loft for five days
or a weok, by which timo the graft will bave becomo Grmly
sttached 0 sts now bud, and, porhapy, if vory sinall, imbedded
and hddden among the granulauons. It wall soor, howover,
become agam appatont, and thon, with a lens, tho characteristie
bluo line of growing cicatricial tissuo will bo discorned surround-
ing it.)

As regards tho bohaviuur of these minute portions of skin
in their nuvol situnuon, Mr. Dobson, spealing genorally,
says. * At about the sucond day the cuticlo bogins to soparate;
by tho fourth day only a faint palo spot marks tho insortion, or
there may bo no ovidonco of 1t loft at all, by tho sixth day s
faintly vascular spot of granulation appears. This bocomes
glazed and in a fow days moro the usual covoring of cicatrixis
formed. Tho patch 13 usually rcular, and prosents slight
ridges, and continucs to increnso in sizo cireularly antil it roaches
its maxunum of growth. J have nover soen a patch lergor thau
a florin, and I have now scon largo numbers of them. I should
say that the average growth will not exceed the sizo of
sixpenco.

The sizo of tho picce of skin grafied scems to be somewhat
a matter of faocy. Mr. Dobson, for examplo, scoms to peefer to
to divido & bit not Jarger than-hatf 2 <271t pun iniw-fronh Gvo @0
twelre jucees, and dut theso over the surfaco of tho granulatious
in such-a manner and sufficiontly cluso tugotber as to speedity
subdivide the original soro by thoir conlescenco, At St. Georgd's
Hospatal, Mr. Pollock uses minuto portions, not excceding millet
sceds in sizo, Mr. Mason, of the Westmunster Hospital profers
picees of tho size of & canary seed. At tho Charing Cross Hospital
Mr. Bollamy ompluys very small grafis. At tho University Col+
lego Hosputal, Mr. Ieuth uses small bits, tho largest boing the
sizo of a split pea, whilo Mr. Lawson has troated most saosss
fully at the fiddlesex Hosputal, two uleors of the log with grafts
as largoe as sixpenny picces.

As illustrations of tho practice, wo subjoin the followiog
cases. Tho firat aight aro from tho Lancet, and woro undor tbe *
caro of Mr. Mason. Tho first caso is- that of a woman Who for
threo yoars had au ulcer of the log, measuring four inches by
three. Throo piecos of skin of the sizo of a canary sced Wer
snipped from tho front of tho apper arm, and simply placed o
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the uicer, and retained in position by a strip of transpavent
plaster, and over this water dressing and a bandage were applied.

At the end of a month the uleer had nearly hoaled, and each of
these picces having, in & month, attained the size ofa fourpenny
piece.

The second case was that of a man with a flabby-looking
uleer as large as the hand, situated in the groin. Four small
pieces from tho front of the upper arm were grafied. Thre2
failed te grow, and “he fourth, aftcr one month, was only of the
size of a pea.

The third case was a woman with an unhealthy ulcer of the
leg, extending nearly all »~mnd L Niab. Towt pieces were
grafted and they all failed to grow.

The fourth, a woman with an uleer of the leg, of four years'
standing and two by three inches in size. Two pieces of skin
wero grafte !, and in three weeks measarel each a guarter of an
inch in diameter.

The fifth, a man of middle age, with an ulcér of the leg, four
by three inchos in size, of noarly four years’ standing. which
was sloughing at the time of admi~sion. Charcoal and linseed
poultices were first apnlied ~= (e wound soou snowed fairly

~uzituy granulations, on which four picces were grafted, and on
the strips boing removed four days later, they were all found to
have adhered. When seen eleven days after the operation, they
were spreading rapidly.

" The sixth, a girl, aged twenty, with a flabby ulcer vn the
thigh, of eight months’ standing. Two pieces were grafted with
good vesult. In the seventh and cighth cases there were smailer
ueers, in which one piece only was grafied. Lhey rapidly
Tecovered. .

In the second and third instances the failures arose from-the
trial being made upon unbealthy ulcers. A graft may, moreover,
fail from want of delicacy or from carelessness in the manipu-
1{ition; for -it is just ome of those procedures which, though
“mple and easy of execution, require care and attention to
Minute details.

‘A typical example of healing of a large indolent ulcer from
?ﬁ‘burn oceurred in the practice of Mr. Dobson. A lad, fiftcen

- J8ars of age, had received a fearful gunpowder burn of tue abulo-

Men, Wélich, after the greater portion of the resulting wound had
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cicatrized, left a granulating surfaco cight inches long by five
wido, which had for nearly six months rofused to heal. Alto.
gothexr, thero wero suven pioves of skin remuved from tho inner
sido of tho arm, which by subdivison yiclded about forty grafis,
by far tho greator numbor of which lived in their now home.
Thoy woro 1nsorted protty closoly togother and in twolve weeks
cicatrization was complote. In the following caso from the
edical Tumes and Gazette, a large graft was used .—

“ A man. aged twenty-four years, had been sufforing trom
ulcers on tho legs fur three yeats, tho sures sumotimos healing
over, but they had never beon g0 bad as at the date of admission
{Middlesox Hospital). On Scptomber 22, upon one of tbese
ulcers, which bad now assumed tho appearance of a healthy
granulating sore, two and a half inches squate, Mr. Lawson
grafted a piceo of skin nearly ns large as a sixpence, taken from
tho arm. During the first weok tho fate of tho bit scemed un-
certain, but by tho sovonth day it was clearly Living, and more
vascular looking than Lufure, and it thenceforward continuca to
sproad rapidly.  When we saw the man again uny October 18, the
ulcor had complotely healed, bat tho transplanted skin was
readily discermible as a shightly olovated island of natural intege:
mont in the midst uf a surfaco of glazed Cicatricinl tissuo.-3fed:
cal Times.

CASE OF ALLEGED MALPRACTICE

BY JOIN J. REESE, M.D.,
Frofessor of Medical Junsprudonce and Tuxicology in the
University of Ponnsylvania.

Casos in law, in which an action has beon brought for
alleged malpractice, havo, witkin tho past few ycars, becom?
increasingly frequont, both in Philadelphia and Now York
Gaprincipled patients, who have been wisely and ekillﬁl}‘y
treated by exporienced surgeons ior diseases tho curo of which
must necessarily ontail somo deformity—such as cortain fractores
and luxations, caries of tho spine, cte.—not unfrequontly exhibit
their appreciation of the attention and skill of their surgeo ?" K
dragging him into court 1n a swit for heavy damages for alleged
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malpractico in their case. That this is a most flagrant wrong
10 the practitioner, as wetl as the grossest outrage against justico
and humanmity, nono witl deny. But the glaring violation of
right may not always bo vindicated in tho courts of justice, and
astupid and projudiced jury may not always render & verdict in
accurdanco wath truth and equity. Ifonco it becomes a matter
of the utmost amportance to tho profession to protect itsolf
against all such flagitious-attacks.

In nearly overy caso wo may bo cortain that the plaintiff is
prompted by tho baso desire of pecuniary gain, hoping to realizo
8 bandsume profic by s snfamous schemo; and in too many
instances, 1t is to bo feared, ho i3 instigated, by some wretched
hanger-on of ‘tho law, or, 1t may bo, even by some ro-called
doctor, who has beon promised beforehand a goodly share in the
oxpected plunder.

A ense of this naturs (IImire vs. Reese) which lately occurred
in this city, and wn winch tho writer was the defendant, has
excited n guud deat of interest in both tho medical and legal
professions, inasmuch 2s 1t 1nvalved certain questions of impor-
tsnce, buth in a protessional and scicutific point of view The
very ablo charge ot Judgo Thayer exinbited all the main points
with sufficient clearness; but it may not bo amiss to give a
synopsis of tho case in order that it may prove of servics to some
brother hiercafter who may be so unfortunate as to meot with an
oqually unserupulous and vicious customer.

On the 2nd day of February, 1869, I was hastily summoned
to tho Colored House of Rofuge, to attond a man who had, whilo
peinting tho house, fallen from the second-story window upon
the stono pavemont beneath, about twonty-tive fect distant. His
£33} had been somowhat broken by his hghting fist upon the
nilings, and thon boing thrown oft upon the gronnd. I found
hin bleeding profusoly from o lacerated wound in thoe sealp, and
groaning piiteously from pawn about tho right hip, on which the
fareo of the biow appeaved to have been spont. My first duty
%83 to arrest the homorrhage from the head. On cxamination
Tfound no fracture of the skull, aud consciousness was perfect.
On poxt procecding to tho cond of his hip and leg,
 great was tho agony expressed on the slightest movemont of
- E3limb, that I dosssted trom furthor attempts untit T eonld havo
. dim removed to hus own home, where X might otherize bim, snd
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50 wstrtate a carctal and thurough wxamination I accordingly
had ham placed i a cuvored spring waggon, upon n bed, and
thus convoyed to Jus residence, sumy three miles distant I pre-
ceded hum to bis bouse, 1 urder o be prepared for his areival,
whero L had & bed thaue ready Lor Lim in a lower room.  After
a plote a hesis, I Jed (o mahe @ thorough explors.
tion of bis humb.  Tu my surprise, I found neither fracturo
nor dislocation, although 1 eatmuined him most cavefully. On
drawing the hmb down, thoio was nather ;hul'hl.]ug nor lcnslhv
emng discovored , wuither mversion nor eversion of the foot;
and on rotaung ¢ . ugh, with sue band vn the lp juint, thero
was not tho shightest crepitativn. Tn facl, there wa- an entire
absence of ail the sy nptus of vithier facture ur luxation about
tho fup.  The shatt i the femur was Lhewise wuingured  The
€as0 Wus Sunply one vi cacessive watison about the great tro-
chanter, i which the wmuscles aul nerses sullered )mmarily;
but whieh, as will bo sceu, subsequiidy 1esulted i sume shorten.
ing of the lunb. I bad the pationt carcfully placed ia bed, on
his back, and kept at pestoce rest Anvdyne lotivus (Jead water
and landanumy were at st hopt constantly appaed to the hip
which continued extremoly pamiul, and subscquontly slightly
stimulaung and asodyne applicativns were nade  Under this
treatment the man began sluwly lwimptove , Lis pain diminished
though tho swslung abuwt the Lijs did wut eutucly disappear.
Threo weeks after the accudent. feoling anivus lest possibly
I might have mado an crror in my disghusis, and lest there
might have been a fracture of the neck ot the femur, T asked my
friend, Dr. . Hayes Aguow, durgeon of the Punnny lvania Hos
pital, o seo the patient with e, wiiek hie hundly consetited ©
do. Together wo agaw institited & most il and searchiug
examnaton, by all the methuds kuown 10 swgery  The man
was laid upon his back, and his legs carefally measured, both by
comparing them with one another, and also Ly the tapedine
Then roation of the ingh Was pracucdd, one hand bing held
over tho yaint, 1n order tu discoser any (ropilation, ay well as-to
notice the are deseribed 1w the wovement ot the trochanters

Noxt ho wax made to siand aputs thy sound Limb aod swing the .

affected orv to and 1ro.  Fium ail these vatvus nwans cmplo)"a’
Dr. Agnow arnived at the cunicitiswn that thord was certainly 10
sigif ot other draciuro v disluvation, thus coulirnung my ongma‘;
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diagnosis, that it was simply a case of contusion ot the hip. L
continued to visit him untl May 10th, a period of just fourteon
weoks, secing him every day for the first woelk, and subsoquently
less frequently, —making him iu all, twenty-one visits.  Abouta
weok before I ceased my attendance, I permatted im to walk
sbout on crutehés, which ho was ablo to do with considerablo
facility, although he could not put hus fuot to tho ground without
still feeling pain in tho hip joint.

I heard nothing more of this man until the month of August
foltowing, when I was rather astunished at rocorving a note from
su attorney, apprising mo that my quundam patient, who I was
fondly imagining, was cherixlung gratesul recollections of my
Yind attentions, (fur he has nevor pad moe a farthing for my ser-
vicea) had communced a suit against me tor damages for causing
him to have a shortened limb, alloging that this had resulted
from my want of skill and attention tw mm! 1 soon satisfied
this legal gentleman that thore were nu grounds tor an action,
when he at onco abandoned the case.  About a week afterwards
Trccoived another similar missivo from a second attornoy. This
gentleman likewise throw up the caso assoon as I convinced lim
of the absurdity of the allegation. But, what was most oxtra-
ordinary, my friend, Dr. Agnew, who only saw the patient onco
in consultation, and who did nothung but—what my learned
counsel tersely observed in his cross examunation of the plamtiff
“—measuro his legs,” was also sued at the same time by our
agprioved patient.  We heard nothing furthor from our friend
for abont six months, when wo received n notice from a thud
atlorney that our cases would now certunly be pushed to a trnials
I the mean time, however, still anvther membor of tho legal
profession—the fourth—had been consulted, who, on bearing the
tirenmstanees of the caso, wisely dechned having auything to do
with it.

Dr. Agnew's casc was the fiest called up, i May last; but
itwas postponed My own case, aftor having been also post:
Tened at the plaintiff's request, was tried on the 17th and 18th
ofOctober last Y had never scon the man Xaue sinco May,
1869, & period of more than sevontcen months. Ho undoubtedly

%, when T saw him in the court roum, some shortomng of tho,
"fnb, and the testimony of sovoral surgeons who had examned
m about a year after his accidout, was that shortening did

N
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oxist at the time of their examination. But there was not one
of the medical witnesses fur the prosceution who would, or conld
8ay that thes shortening was the result of previeus fracture of the
thigh-bone, thoy all unbesitatingly admitted that shortening
might bo very properly accounted for by an terstitial absorption of
the neck of the bone, accurring as the result of tho contusion of
tho hip: .

This was the ground which I took in my defence. T denied
that thero had ever beon a fracturo, in wlich opinion I folt for-
uificd, both by my own onginal examination of the joint, and
still moro by the subseyuent very careful and exhaustive exami-
nation of Dr. Agnew. I contonded that the shortening of the
himb was the result of the iteestitial absorption of the neek of
tho thigh-bone, caused by the violunt contusion uf the trochanter,
inasmuch as 1t did not show itself for several months after the
wyury. 1 was fortunately onalled tu sustain my position, not
only by appealing to tho experienco of my own medical wit-
nesses,—the must distiuguished surgeons and professors of oor
aity,~—but aiso by namervus morbid specimens, which completely
illustrated my caso, and which wero so clearly exhibited by the
defence, as to bo porfeclly intelligible even to the jury Twas
also happily cnabied to appeal to sume vory striking cases of 3
simslar injury (contusion, recorded by Mr. Gullivor in vol. xIvi.
of the Edinburgh Med. Jour., 1836, and also to the valuable lecturo
of Mr. Pagot, in Brit. Med. Jour,, Feb. 19, 1870, both of whick
may bo consulted with advantage as throwing much light on
this ofton obscuro point,—* tho causo of shortening of tho legas
tho result of direet injury to the hip.”

The able chargo of the judge roviows the wholo groved.
The well-cstabhsked puint of Jaw, that an acton for malpractico
can bo sustatned only by proving a want of ordinary skill and of
attention on tho part of the defendant, is prominently re-aflirmed;
and the proofs of the contrary 1 tho present caso aro elearly seb
forth. Tho scientific purtiun of tho defonco is also sufficiently:
clucidated and dwelt upon.  After a clear oxpression of his ovn
convictions from the tostimeny givon, the judge sent the caso
tho jury, who, without leaving thoir box, returned a verdict for:
tho detendant, tho costs to be paid by tho plaintiff. }

I feol under the decpest obligations to all my profzmi'cn_ll
brothren, who have sv kindly sympathized with and austainod
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me in this vexations case. To my frionds Profs. Gross and
Agnow, and Drs. Brinton, Lovis and Packard,—all cmincnt
surgeons connected with our largest hospitals,—and hikewiso to
Drs. Duffio, Durst and Schrottz, who, though called by the plain-
1iff, really rendor«d mo most valuable aid in tho cross-oxamina-
tion by their eandid and lucid statoments, I owo espectal thanks,

Y will only stato, in conclusion, that I rogarded it as a mat-
tor of principle, and as a duty which I owed to tho profession,
fearlessly to meet this lawsuit, which I might easily bavo
avoided by listening to the base proposals of the plaintiff’s
counsel to pay black-mail I felt that the honor of our common
profession was on trial, and T caunat but congratulate my
brethren, as well as myself, that the victory was won.—Medical
Tames.

-

MIDWIFERY.

A NEW NEEDLE FOR INTRODUCING TIE SUTURLS IN
RUPTURE OF THE PERINEUM.

BY ALEXANDER J. C. SKENE, M. D.,
Professor of diseascs of women and Chmeal Obstetrics w ko
Long Island College Hospital, Brookiyn, N. Y.

Rupturo of the porineum has claimed much of my attontion
from tho fact that cases snflering from *his accidont aro sumer-
ous—much more so than is generally suppused by tho profession.
Fox coxox ok % ook ok ox X% kX

With a view to o ming the obstacles so frequently
escountored in the aperation, I have dovised a needlo, which has
been found to answer woll the purposo for which it was intonded.
Itis about four inches long, and shightly curved towards tho
point  The eye, which is about three-eighths of an ch from
the point, has a groove on e. ch side, running longuudinally both
Ways, and of sufficient depth for the wire to lio 1n1t whon bong
itfroducod. There is a small notch cut from tho ciccumference
into the oyo, large cnough to admit & mediom-zized silver wiro
Through this notch a loop of the wire is carried into tho oye
ad tho onds-are pressod into tho grooves and carried back
through a notch to the handle, which holds them so that tho top
- cannol slip out of tho oye.
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The needlo thus armed is ontered on the loft sido at a propor
distanco from the edgo of the fissure, and carried through, so as
to eme=go on tho vaginal surface. Tho loop of the double wire
is thea lifted out ¢f the necdle's oyo, through the notch with the
tonacutum or finger-naul, and held while the needlo s withdrawa:
Tho needlo 13 then introduced, unarmed, on the right side, at a
point corresponding oxactly to where the wire is located on the
other side.  Tho loop of wire projecting on the veginal surface
is then hooked up and carried into the eyo of the needlo through
tho notch. Tho needlo 18 then wathdrawn and the wire brought
with it. In other words, the doublo wirv is carried through the
one sido 10 the samo way that the thread is put through the cloth
by tho sowmg-machine needle, and it 1s brought out through the
other side 1 thu samo way that the stich is made with the
crochot needto.

When ali the sutares rognired arc introduced, the ends are
sccured on tho right side by passing a picee of gum-clastic
catheter through the loops , ur, what 13 botter, a piece of hard
rubber, oval i shapo anl nutched on the edges at short intervals,
into which tho toups are carried.  The sutures, thus secured at
ono ond, aro properly adjusted aud tightened, and the looso ends
on the loft 5130 aro bronght round anuthor catheter or meee of
rubber, and mado fast by twisting

It will bo observed that 1 uso doubie wire, believing that itis
less hable to cut than the siaglo wice. But the singlo wire, if
preferred, may bo used as easily with this needle

The suporhieial sutures aro introduced in the ususl way;

but in placo of using wire or silk, I employ Asrse-harr, which
consider supenior to either of the others, being more casily
mampulated than wire, and not hable to causo irritation, esen
when left in for many days.
% Tho tacihity with which T have been abio to introduco the
sutures with this needlo sn the herotofore rather troublesome
oporation of rupture of the perinaum, has induced me to make it
publie, belioving that uthers who havo met with tho same incon-
venienco as mysclf, will find tho instrumont both useful and
conveniont. .

Fears were outertaned that tho notch would eateh in tke
tizsues, and theroby ubstruct the introduttion of tho needlo, bub
practicaily, this has not given mo any trouble.

Mr. Stohlmann, of t.e firm of Ticmann & Co. whoro the
wstrument was mado, suggests that this needlo would answer
admurably fur the uperation ufcleft palate and similar operations;
but as I havo nu oxperience in such operations, and do oot
expoct to have any, I leavo it to others to test its value
thoir estimation, it- possesses auy in this branch of surgens
Medical Record.
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PLACENTA PREVIA.

Tr Storor, at & mucting ot the * Buston Socioty for Medical
Improvement," roported tho following case.

“«Twas called, a few weoks sines, to o lady 1n the eighth
month of her pregnancy with her cghith Jhuld. I had attended
her in seven of her cunfinemunis, she had always dono woll.
Now, without any premotation, while situng with hor family,
she was alarmed by a profuse hamorrhago from the vagina.
She was immediately remuved tu hor chamber, and I was sent
for ing at her house in a very short tune, 1 found her
bed, literally blanched by the loss of Lluwd, gasping for breath,
and her pulse scarcely porceptible.  Upon raising the bedelothes,
the hemorrhage was found to bo extrome. Introducing my
finger into the vagina, the us was folt to have scarcoly com-
nenced dilitation , the extrornuty only of the finger could be
passed into it T immediately sent for ergut, and folt I must act
atonce, if my patient was tu Lo saved, the tampun scomed out
of the question, as the little additional bluod which would inevat-
ably be lost previous tu its ety checked by this mothod might
destroy her  Accordingly, while stimulants wers boing admin-
istered, I endeavored to dilate the vs, and by considerable con-
tinued offort, was cnabled to pass my finger nto 1t, and to
separato tho placenta.

“Tpon ohtaining the crgut, half adrachm of the powdor
was exhibited in infusivn.  Almost eimediaicly aftor the pla-
centa was delivered, the Liceding lesseued, and svun ontivoly
ceased, and with its cessation iy patient began w rally and my
fears to diminish T the course ot half an hur ergotine paine
commenced and continued quite active for syme tuno, when,
basing coased, and the us Leing now sufficiontly dilated, the
forceps were applied and the child readily dulivered,  No unto-
ward symptom supervened after delivery, and the lady was ag
woll, at the expiration of a fortnight, as she had been at tho
€ame period in previous confinements. 1 have nut reported this
€250 ag a rarc ono, but ts encourage any of my brethren who
may find thomselves similarly situated.—Boston Med. and Surg.
Journal.
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MEDICINE.

IMMEDIATE PRECAUTIONS AND AFTER-PRECAUTIONS
IN CONTAGIOUS FEVERS.

Tho medical practitioncr with whom osory * five minutes"”
is of importance, requires a ready mothod for informing persons
.in fover houses how to avoid catching fovers and kindred com-
plaints.  Verbal i have to bo repeated, but printed *
directions given to the nurse could bo easily roforted to. In
zymotic diseases, tho following printcd rules, kindly forwarded
us by Mr. R. llanslip Sers, medical ofticor of the Southwell
Tnion District, Nottingham, will, with ghght alterntions, accord-
ing to the caso, do much towards provonting their fearful spread
a8 gimply and as speedily as possible.

DIMEDIATE. PRECAUTIONS DURING CONTAGIOUS FEVERS.

1. Soparation of tho patient from tho rest of the houschold,
A sheot to bo susponded in front of tho bed-room door,
provicusly dip) »e(r in_solution of Condy's Fluid, (ono
ounce of Condy’s Iluid to a gailon of watet).

2. Porfeet cleanliness.
* 4 (4) All needless woollon or other drapories should
bo removed from tho room in which tho patiené

lies.

(b) All discharges from tho pationt should be received in
vessels, in which chlorido of limo or other disin-
fectant is constantly kept.

(c) All bed and body linen should be plunged into water,

iring a disinfe diatoly it is taken
from the patient, and boforo 1t 13 taken from the

room.

(@) Pockot handkorchiofs should not bo used, but smalt
picces of rag, which should bo burnt directly.

() Nurses and othors whose hands como in contact with
the pationt, should wash them in water contain-
ing chlorido of hmo or othor dignfdctant, and
aftorwards in plain soap and wator,

(f) All glasses, cups, £c., used by tho pationt, should bo
carofully cleansed beforo being used by otbors

3. Freo ventilation.

Windows and doors alternately oponcd—the chimnoy not
10 bo closed up.

* From Dr. Budd's directions.
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4. Prompt romoval of oxerota.

5. All articlos of clothing to bo oxposoed to tho action of boil-
ing water. then rinso in wator containing a disinfectant
(ono ounco of Condy's Fluid to a gailon of water).

6. Place lumps of wood charcoal about the room. In out
places, fresh ecarth, or ashes, chloride of limo, &e., pay
attention to the stato of the draint—also to the water for
housclold purposes. Avoud dmnking water obtmned
from sources near drains or cess-pools.

AFTER-PRECAUTIONS.

. Tho paticat to havo occasional warm baths at night, also
moiston the skin as early as tho fourth day with cam-
phorated uil, and use Calverts carbohio acid soap until
the skin has complotely cleared.

All articles of clothing to bo disinfected.

Walls fresh papered and lim. washed, fuenituro, floors, &o.»
o bo disinfected ; the mattress takon to piccos and well
baked inan oven, Tho sick chambor may bo thoroughly
closed and sulphur burnt in it.

-iMed. Press and Circular.

-
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TORONTO IOSPITAL REPORTS.
SERVICE OF DR. AIKINS,

MALIGNANT TUMOR ON THE UPPER EYELID,

George ——, aged 9, Canadian, was admitted into tho hos-
pital for the removal of a large mahignant tumor which appeared
to grow from the upper eyclid. Tho growth (which was of
sevon weoks' “duration) was about tho sizo of a man's fist, ox-
cluding the eye from viow, and resting on tho s:do of the noso
and cheok-Lono. It had assumed a very malignant aspect; tho
integument was destroyed, and largo, irrogular and unhealthy
fangous granulations covered the entire surface. It was dis.
posed to bleed frecly when interfored with, but was not panful.
The eyo was to all appearance perfectly healthy, and wision was
not impaired. It was decided to romove tho offensivo mass as-
early-as possiblo, and from its apparent situation, scomed a vory
favorablo proceduro.  After v ing a fow days in tho hospi-
tal, tho operation was porformed bofore the class, by Dr. Akins,
assisted by Dr B At the t, an offort.was
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mado to-save the ciliary margin of tho cyelid, so that thero
might bo ag little deformuty as pussible, but on dissecting down,
it was found that tho baso uf the tumor involved the structures at
the posterior part of the oyeball, to such an oxtent, that comploto
oxtirpation of the oye beenme absolutely neeersary to the eutire
romoval of the malignant mass. The whole cavity of the orbit
was thereforo scooped vut, and all suspicivus-looking tissuo com-
pletoly removed. Thore was vory little hremorrhage  Recovery
was vory rapid, tho buy being able to leave the hospital in about
a fortmght aftor tho operation. The tumor, when examined
under tho microscupo, presonted all the charactoristic appear-
ances of encophhaloid or medullary cancer Its rapid growth,
its great vasculanity, frecdom from pain, and its peculiarity of
structuro, all pointed n the samo direction, and although tho
boy- is refivved for the presont, from a disagreeable and offonsive
mass, it is altogother likely, that it will, seonor or, later, return
in all its virulonce, and uitimately secure its victim,

COMPOUND COMMINGTED FRACTURE OF THE ARMM.

James JI——, aged 39, Canadian, was admitted into tho hos-
pital Fobruary 2nd,in qQ! of & sevoro pound com-
minuted fracture of the arm. 1o was employed as a cooper in
Aldwell's browery, and having occasion to go into tho engino-
Toom to adjust the shaft of the pump, ho stood up on a barrel,
aud tho head giving way, ho fell over upon the fly-wheo, and
whilo still clinging to tho pump shaft with one hand, the other
was caught and soverely fractured and lacerated by the action of
the fly-wheol. Tho ulna and radius were both broken about tho
junction of tho lower with the upper twu-thirds of the shaft, and
tho tissuo of the posterior surface of the forearm severely braised
and lacerated, Theso bones, cspecially the ulna, were also very
much comminuted 1n tho region of tho elbow-joint, and through
alargo opemng in tho tissues, tho troculcar surface of the hu-
morus could bo dist'nctly felt on the introduction of the finger.
Tho tissue was also soparated from tho bone a considorablo dis-
tanco down tho.shaft of the ulna.

Notwithstanding the sovero naturo of the injury, pulsation
and sensation romained undisturbed. It was proposed to place
tho patient under tho influenco of chloroform, and proceed as in
a caso of rescction, by opeuing up the juint and romoring aby
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fragments of Lonc that were lying lvoso, and make an effort to
savo the limb if possibla, or-amputate, if the circumstances dud
not warrant an attempt at 2aving 1t Jsut to this tho man most
stronuously objected.  Tho arm was theretoro supported on a
pillow and placed on an sadiaed plano, the anterior oxtromity
being raised amd tho furearm turming an angle with tho arm,
Slight extension was hept up by a weight attached to the hand.
The pativnt wax put upen low dict. There was a good deak of
swelling, which subsnled (w a considerable extent in a fow days,
The limb then commenced tu suppurate, and pouitices were
freoly apphied.  The dict was thon amproved by tho addition of
spint of milk night and murning.  The patient 15 now i a fair
way of imptoving, aml the case promises o result moro favora-
bly than was a fiest anticipated.  nall probabahity somo winall
picees of boue will require removad, betore the wound closes up.
The utility of the juint will nu doubt bo vecy seriously impaired.

CASE OF FRACTURE OF THE NECK OF THE FEMUR.

Michact M——-. aged 33, Irish, was admitted mto tho Ios
pital on January 1sth. Mo was sujured wn Barno about two
monthy previous to admission by the falling ot a caso of goods
which Jiv was assisting an rasung, The caso tolt on hus rvight
thigh. The ductors who were then cailed 10, diagnosed disloea-
tion of the hip gount, treated lum accordingly, and pronounced
it reduced , Lut he contiuued quite lame, and was only ablo to
move abuat on crutdhies.  He subseynontly retarned to tho city,
and presented himsulf tor adnnssion 10 the Gencerai lospital,
where hie stall remans, There i nigadity of the muscles about
the hip, shuttemng ok the himb, fluxwn ot the hnee and nvor-
sion of tho fuul  Distinct cropitus iay bu el 1o the region of
the nech of the fumur, auvuded with mwre or dess pan on
rotating the Lmb. Although e mapony ot the symptoms
point tuwards fiacture vt the vech, the Gise as rather an obscure
one. e way placed i bed on a i mativess, and extension
applicd Ly meaus ot & pulley aod weigint of aboue 151bs, with
tho view of straightoning the himb, no sphint or hadred apph-
anco being deomed necessary,

The mude of extotsion by weaus ot a pulivy and werght inuso
in the Hluspatal is of vaceedingly simplo coustruction. An upright
Post, abunt four fuct lung, is sastened W ibe flovr au thie oot of
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tho bed, and n mortico is mado through it on o lovol with tho
bed; iu this the pulloy is fastoned by a small bolt, for tho
recoption of which sevoral holes aro made, so that the pulloy
may bo raised or 1 d to suit tho requi ts of tho caso.
Adhosivo straps aro then applied to tho sides of tho log, and
attached bonoath tho solo of tho foot to tho cord which passes
over tho pulley. Tho adhesive straps are supported by tho appli
cation of a roller over them, oxtending from tho foot to the kneo-
Tho weight consists of small bags of sand, varying from 2 t0 &
1bs cach, and are mado fast to the extremity of the curd whick
passes over tho puiloy. Tho woight may be increased or dimin-
ished by tho addstion or remusal of vie ur muro of the sand bags.

IMPACTED EXTRACAPSULAR FRACTURE OF THE NECK.

Thos. I—. aged 67, Irish, was admitted Decomber 28th,
1870. Way injured by a fall on the hip on a stippery sidewalk,
Thore was considerablo flattemng of tho hip on the injured sido,
slight crepitation, but littlo or no shortoning. The foot was
‘moro disposed to rotato inwards than outwards. A considerable
amount of callus was thrown out on the posterior part of tho tro-
chanter major at its junction with tho neck. This case was also
treated by slight oxtension by means of tho weight and pulloy, no
other apphance boing found necessary. Ilo was discharged
cured about & week or a fortnight ago.

IMPACTED INTRACAPSULAR FRACTURE OF THE NEOK

George M——. aged 38, admitted January 29th, was slso
injurcd by falling on tho sidowalk. In this case there was flat
tening of tho nup on tho ingured side (0 a considerablo oxtont,
shorteming of ihe huub L the cxtent of an inch, and eversion of
tho foot, but no cropitus. At first thero was a good deal of
swollay, avcut the Iup and upper part of tho thigh, but this
was reduced by the coutinued application of cold by means of a
gutta percha tabo wound arvund the thigh in successive eireles,
50 ay to cover the upper third of jts oxtent. Iced wator was
made to pass through the tube on tho principle of the syphon,
tho pail containing tho iced water, in which the upper ond of
tho tubo was wserted, boing placed on a chair at the sido of the
bed, tho other, for the lower end of tho tubo, situated boneath the
bed. Tho lunb which was oxtended on a firm mattress, was
supported by moeans of sand-bags—a long ono on the outsido avd
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ashorter ono on tho insido—and oxtension was kopt up by the
palloy and weight of about 15 1bs.  Ho1s now (Fob. 25) going
about on crutches, and wll soon bo ablo to leave tho ospital.

BOOK XNOTICES. .
Wastivo Diseases or Cminpkey. By Eustaco Smath, ¥.D,,

TLond ; Momber of tho Royal Cullege of Physicians, Phy-

sician to His Majesty tho King of tho Bolgiaus, Phymcian

to tho North Wast Tandae Feoe Dispaneary for Childron,
and ta tha Metropaii Disp y. Sccond Ameri
from tho sccond rovised and enlarged English edition.

Philadelphia : I0. C. Tea  Toronto: Adamw Stovonson & Co.

This is a neat littlo volumo of about 250 pages. The author
has divided tho subject into eleven chaptors, in tho first threo op
four of which ho treats of tho disoases arising from defectivo
nutrition, such as atrophy. chronic diarrhees, chronic vomiting,
and rickots. In the fifth, he treats of inhorited discases, as
syphilis, &c. ; in the sixth and seventh, of mucous discases and
worms, Threo or four chapters aro also dovoted to tubercular
diseaso in all its phases; and finally ho gives some most excol-
lent- dircctions as to tho modo of diet for childron in health and
disease.  Tvwo now chapters (six and oloven) bavo been added
1o the first cdition, besides the corrcction of somo naccuracics
and tho addition of valaablo mattor suggested by increased
exporionce in tho treatment of childron's discases.  Itis upon
upan the whole a most interesting, practical ansd reaity usoful
ook, and woll worthy a place in overy medical library.

The author says, in his introduction to tho subject of atrophy
arising from insufficiont nourishment, * that many thousand
“cthildron dio yearly in London alono, for tho simplo reason
“that thoy aro fed systomatically and persistontly upon food
“which they cannot digest, and so long as the childron of tho

o “poor are allowed to leave thoir schools utterly umnformed as

“to duties which, «n after lifo, thoy will bo catled vpon to fulfil,
&0 long this dreadful mortality may bo oxpeeted to continuo.”
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Medical and Surgical Reports, City Hospital, Boston, Mass., pub-
lished by Little, Brown & Co., 1870.

Gynzcological Journal, from July to January, bound in cloth,
published by James Campbell, Tremont-st., Boston.

Discases. of the Spine and Nerves—a series of essays extracted
from the “System of Medicine,” edited by J. Russell
Reynolds, M.D. Published by H. C. Lea, Philadelphia.

Transactions of the American Ophthalmological Society. Seventh
annual meeting at Newport, July, 1870.

Proceedings of the First Mecting of the American Association
for the Cure of Inebriates. Published by order of the Asso-
ciation, 1871.

Annual Report of the New York State Incbriate Asylum, Bing-
hampton, for the year 1870.

NEW ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER.

We have much pleasure in dirccting atlention to & now
abdominal supporter, advertised in our columns this month. It
is the invention of a lady of this city, and is said by those physi-
cians who have used it to be superior to anything of the kind
they have ever tried. )

Abdominal supporters are now recommended by all leading .

gynecologists, in the trcatmemt of uterine displacements, and
Pearson’s appears to be one of the best and cheapest, and least
likely to get out of order. It consists simply of a broad band
encircling the hip, accurately fitted to the pelvis, with a pad of
peculiar shape applied just above the pubes, in such a way as to

support the weight of the bowels while other means are being .

resorted to, for the removal of the cause of displacement. Scan--

zoni speaks very favorably of a supporter very much like
Pearson’s. )

“Braury.—The largest collection of beauty ever published

in the United States is aiforded in the Parlor Album, advertised .

in another page. The Album embraces the finest specimens of

chromo lithographs, stcel engravings and fino wood engravings:

over offered the public. The American Publishing Company-Ql

Rutland, Vt., desire an active agent in every town and village,.

to whom they offer liberal terms. Read the advertisoment 0O
PARLOR ALBUM.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

(To the Editor f tho Canvla Lancet.)

Dear Sir,—The sudd of tho t of tho
coming clections in this mornng's paper, leaves mo but littlo
timo to oxpress my viows upon a subject 1n which, at tho present
time, wo aro ospecially interested as miedical men. :

Whatevor may bo our individual opinions as to various
points of medical legislation, I think it wilt have been puinfully
avident to all, that the members of our profession hzve not
recoived that consideration at tho hands of public men, (or a
certain class of pubhic men), to which their position entitlos
them. Nor is this confined to any particular sphoro of public
Yifo in our Provinco. It is apparcnt in tho legislative halls, in
courts of taw, in municipal action in regard to sanitary malters,
_ and in various other ways. Tho spirit of perfect indifference, if
i notof pt, toward tho profession, has been so long toler-
ated by us, that it manifests itsolf in overy walk of lifo. Our
differences of opinion aro magnificd into mountains, and paraded-
to our vory faces as ovidences of our childish weakness. If
illustrations nro wanted, over and abovo those which wo sco
zround us overy day, I would ask what medical men wero con-
sulted, when the Homaopathic and Eclectic Boards were autho-
Tized to hatch ad libitum, and to send forth luminarics to practise
“special * theories, who were perfeetly innocont of all knowledge
of goneral principles? Is it not a fact that wo wero considerced
%0 childish, and withal so “bigoted,” that we could not sco that
tho extra burden of a knowledgo of medicioo in general, might
unfit those goniuses for the pursuit of exclusive theories; and
benee wo were not it and proper persons to be consunlted ?

Again, it is said by tho gentlemen who had chargo of the
Present Act, that thoy at first endeavoured to pass it in tho shape
inwhich tho old Council intended it should pass, but that Mr.
Cameron said « that he would not allow it to pass unless it in-
tluded tho Homacopaths and Eclectics,” and so our profossion is
launched molens volens into novel and startling associations by
the dictum of ono outsido individual Tho fuct of somo of our ovn
bdly having connived doos not matenally alter tho case so far as
e hamiliation of boing dictated to is concorned.

Furthermore, what followed in tho cnsuing session. Whon

\
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Dr. Campboll, through Mr. McMurrich, pushed cortain aniend-
monts into committeo, the then President of the Council camo
down from Guolph purposely to givo information to that com-
mittee, Yeta numbor of the mombers did not want to waste
their time hstening to the epecches of medical mon, and jt
was ouly through the excruwus of Dr Baxter and McGill on the
committee that Dr. Clarke was listened to at all.  The eoncos-
sions made on that oczasivn are exemplified in the fact that our
students have now to be examined by the proprictor of the Vie
toria Wino Bitters, and three other eclectics and homn -raths,
although this concession was noarly “ sont back ™ Ly an effortin
tho Council, being only passed by a muajority of one

To these matters I have only alluded as containing illustra-
tions of the hunubiating position which we oceupy, and which
becomes so much moro appavent if we compare ourselves with
tho legal profession.  And now tu come to the point  the elec-
tions aro near, and it behuies those of us who have any.profes.
sional spint to .stand together, and to act in concert with this
aim i view. . pledgs candudates to listen to the.voice of medi-
cal men yn medical matters.  If our views are conflicting lot
them hsten with somo show of politeness to all, (instead of
laughing contemptuously n our faces,) and then judge after
swards. Butaf our action 18 10 concert, lot them give it the atten-
tion which it should command. At the present time we scem to
have a far prospect of concerted activn, At the last meeting of
tho Canada Medical Assouiation,fa Lill whs brought. under con-
sidoration which mot with tho support of those present who
asgisted in tho passago.of the present Ontario Medieal Act, and
of thoso who strongly opposed it.  Its mam foatures.are a Col-
Iego for the Dominion, ombodying all who are now licensed bere
and in the othor provinces, and all who shall hereafter pass tho
contral examining board  The oaly cssential difference, (and it
18 .an important unc), 18 that tho members of: the Council -ghall
bo elected by the mombors of the Collego in tho various dis-
tricts, without thoir being hedged off as homaopaths, celectics
and regulars, or “ generals " as wo are now obliged to eall thew.
So that whilst existing rights are -recognized, thoro is no provie
cion for tho perpetuation, at least through tho influonco of the
Council and Examining Board, of any seets. The right of indisi
dual judgmont and of adopting any theory, Will bo left open—it
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other words ovory med:eal man may practice according to any
theory ho ploases. Ilenco I think that tho most conscientious of
us will feel that wo aro not defrauding tho present or
futuro recipients of these advanced thoories by such a
measure, and I think we may suceecd mm  convincing
parliamentary candidates, p d of ovon a h pathi
amount of common sonse, that wo aro not ijuring the public
nor the future practivoner, by seoiag that ho understands medi-
¢ine in gencral, aud that we do not provent him from passing
onwards to institutions whore he may loarn tho mysteries of
similie and still moro about herbs.  Our succoss will bo the moro
cortain, if wo show a firm detcrmination to uso our influence, as
a body, for mon who are willing tw listen to what wo have to eay.
We have the power, if wo only chaeose to wield it.

I may stato that the proposcd Domunion Bill, when finally

lded, is to be y { to the D Parl avits
next session, there to be passed, subject to the approvat of tho
Tacal Logislatures of tho soveral Provinces. Dr. Tupper is
sanguine of its success, if medical men will oniy aintorest.thom-
selves in tho matter  Ilo is good aathority:as to the techmeal
feasibility of tho undortaking.

I may further add, that the Bl will bo finally submitted.at
the next meoting of the Canala Medical Assocsation.  The mem-
bership of the Association 1s vpen to all regular peactitioners;
and.if any aro not suited wu the framing of tho Buil, it will bo
thoir own fault, Let bers of tho prof ly
oppose tho clection of candidates who have despised us n tho
yast  If tho medical men of any constitucocy have strong
counter feelings mn non-medical polities, let each vote for his
own candidate, on the condition that that eandidate will hsten
toreason in medical matters.  Iaving shown ourselves ahvo in
tho matter, Jet us then go, noxt Soptember, to Quobee, and get a
Bill to swit us all,—agreeing to waive minor difierences,—to give
:'ncd wt';te Then lot us push it as a body. We can succeed, of

1

Your going to press the day after tho commencoment of
the coming olections, has obliged me to steal ono of the small

ours afler midnight to writo theso fow hasty remarks  oping
bowevor, that even in their drowsy stylo they may awakon your
readers to enorgetic action,
T romain,
yours sincoroly,
WX. OLDRIGOT.




WINES FOR MEDICAL USE

It is a fact not generally known that in order to ensure a good . §
wholesome wine, it is not neeessary to pay wn exurbituat priee, anditis
equally true that it is most difficult to obtain any wine without adul-
teration or admixture of spirits, cither of which is prejudicial to its
medicinal effect.

The establishment of Quetton St. George & Co. was opened in
Torcnte, in June, 1869, to mect this difficulty, and to supply wines
which can be warrauted absolutely pure, at prices approximatiog s
near as possible to their cost at the place of growth.

The senior partner, Mr. St. George, a gentleman well known in 3
Canada, where he has resided for many years, had been in the habit of -
importing for himself and for sume of his fricuds the wine of his own
vinsyards of Leugaran, near Montpelier, in the South of France, and
other light wines of Languedoc. Finding how highly these wines
were appreciated and the desire that was shown to obtain a larger 4
supply, he determioed upon geing cxtensively into the business, for 8
which his large family conuection v the privcipal wine growing dis-
tricts of France and Spain, and his intimate local hnowledge of those” :
countries and their products, gave Lim special facilities. He has §
made arrangements in 2 pumber of choice vineyards for the shipment 3
of wines, which are sent to Lis firm in Toronto, thus saving heavy 3
expenses on the other side, and ensuring their arrival without adul- 3
teration, and at extremely moderate prices, owing to the small cost of §
ﬂﬁe wine at the vineyards and the saving of intermediate profits and
charges.
Quetton St. George & Co. would cspecially call attention to the
wines of Roussillon, which possess the tonic and astringent qualities of §
the Oporto wines, without the adulteration which has become so gen- 3B
erally practised in that district, as to make T .:t"” the designation-of
a compuund which is far removed from being the pure juice of the . §
grape, The Roussillun ports range in price from one dollar per gallon 3
upwards.
The Alicante also is very dclicious in favor and has been lurgely
recommended by their medical friends. .

They have also a great variety of Sherries, including some of thie
finest brands in Spain, and in addition to the foregoing and other g8
descriptions of French and Spanish growth, they import German,
Sicilian and Madeira wines. .-

Owing to the difficulty of procuring a genuine Brandy, which can
be relied upon as being pure grape spirit, they have imported, especialy
for medical use, a white braudy of Langucdoe, distilled from wines
selected by Mr. St. George himseif for the purpuse, and which they-cat 4
therefore recommend with confidence to the faculty. 8

For prices and full particulars, they refer to their printed circt- 8
lar, which will be sent free by pust to any desired address. A

QUETTON ST. GEORGE & CO.,

Wine Merchants, 34 King Street Bashy - -
Toront0.




