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ADVERTISEMENTS

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW’S

FDR SALE BYALLLEADING T N SYR
WHOLESALE
AND REVAIL DEALKSS has been used for children while teething. It soothes
the child, softens the gums, allays all pain, cures w
colic, regulates the stomach and bowels, and is the
vemedy for diarrhma. Twenty-five cents a bottle, Sold
by all druggists throughout the world

The Sunday-school

In making up his order lists for a new . .
Library purchase should not overlook _‘lbrarlan
the following of our recently
issued books:::::::::
OLD MAN SAVARIN, By Edward W. Thomson. $1.00
WALTER GIBBS, THE YOUNG BOSS., By E. W. Thomson. #%1.25,
A LOVER IN HOMESPUN, By Clifford Smith, %1,00,
MARGARET GRAINGER. By Annie S, Swan. #1.00,
A KNIGHT OF THE NETS. By Amelia E. Barr, $1.00,
AROUND THE CAMP-FIRE. By Chas. G. D. Roberts. #%1,25,
SADDLE, SLED AND SNOWSHOE, By John McDougall. $1.00,

We have also issued this Summer a cheap Canadian Edition ($1.00) of twenty of the
splendid historical stories of G. A. Henty. Send also for lists of Canadian Edition of
Mrs. Worboise’s stories, and the stories of ‘‘ Pansy " and Annie S. Swan. Our standing
offer: highest discounts, easiest terms, largest variety, best selection.

%

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - Wesley Buildings, - TORONTO, ONT.
C. W COATES, Montreal. - 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax

.l A REMEDY ..

p_Rl_NM DISTRESSING MALADY
Manufacturers are Rev. 5. M, MeLeod, Zion church \'-I‘Lulﬂ'vl\u.ll\ 1

is nearly three months ago since h

K.D.C, and though I have for more than
THE ..., years suffered from indiges

seems to have wrought a perfect cure.

remedy I have not had the slightest symp om of

my old enemy. It affords me much pleasure tc |

K.D.C. to the numerous family of dyspeptics s the best

known remedy for that most distressing
o e s e e e e

malady.
Sold by Druggists at 35 cts. and 81,00 per hottle

59 BEEKMAN STREET —

... NEW YORK NGRS CURES
W J scroFuLA
SPEOIALTY: | FO R T H L .Bcrolnll leads to consump
Fine BOOK, CUT and | tion, and should be cured by

cleansing the blood and re
ving all i itics from the
HALF-TONE BLACKS. | liz1Nejelmgpr = . o ves

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in th's Majasine, you wiil oblige the
publisher, aswell as the advertiser. by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SLNDAY SCHOOL BANNEE.

Take free
His 1z
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“Feed My Lambs "

“FEkp my lambg 17
How tender are the words —
*“If me thou lovest, feed my lambs !
And sweeter far than song of birds
Or perfumed wreath of flowers
In summer hours !

** Feed my lambs 1 »
The little helpless ones
Vho need protection, food, ang love,
Whose little feet as easy run
In paths of right as wrong,
While they are young,

‘“ Feed my lambs 1 »
The message is the same
To all who love the God above,
A cup of water ““In His name " ;
A helk)ing hand held out
To those in doubt,

“ Feed my lambs  »
And, feeding, be ye fed ;
For love is love's OwWn recompense—
To heart, and mind, and soul, true bread,
That makes all life expand
As God hath planned.

‘* Feed my lambs !
0 sweet commission given !
That firet, before aught else is done,
We tend the little ones from heaven,
"hose angels, we are told,
God's face behold,

“ Feed my lambsg ! »
How loving the command —
‘*If me thou lovest, feed my lambs !
Fear not ; but from the Father's hand
Take freely all ye need,
His lambs to feed,
=M. 4, Metealf, in Superintendent and Teacher,

.
bl

OCTOBER,

[No. 10,

—_——

Some Things You Can Do For
Your Sunday-school.

1896,

SEE that every class is supplied with suitahle
Sunday-school papers,

Overhaul the library, burn the bad books,
and replace them with good ones,
(iive an informal reception
scholars, either at the church or

venient home,

Join with tie Pastor and superintendent in
holding children’s meetings and Sunday-school
praise services,

Have someone at the sor of the Sunday.
school room to welcome newcomers, and to in-
troduce them to their teachers,

Organize a Ready Workers’ Class, and bring
into it as many as possible of the members of
the church who are nov now teaching, and who
will pledge themselves to do substitute work
each as often as once a month,

Ask the teachers for lists of those who have
been dropped from their class-books for con-
tinued absence, try to learn their wherenbouu,
and, if possible, win them back to fgithfulnen.

Canvass the neighbourhood for reeruits for the
Sunday-school, and keep a careful record of
your work, If (ou find children outside of any
school, and fai to secure their promise to
attend, send one of the teachers to them,

Aboveall, ask your pastor and Sunday-school
superintendent what they wish you to do, and
then do that thing, even if every other thing is
left undone,

to the older
at some con-

e i s o —

He only is advancing in life whose heart is
getting softer, whose brain qaicker, whose
spirit is entering into living Peace. — Ruskin,




SUNDAY-SCHGOL BANNER.

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

Christian Guardian, weekly 3100
Methodist M ine and I{eview,

Magazine and Review, and Guardian or Wes- g1
75 |

32
o |

|
|

ward
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekl{.
Sunday-school Banner, monthly
Onward, 8 pp. 4to, weekly, unde:

5 copies and npwards ..........
Pleasant Hours, 4 pp. 4to, weekly.

Less than 20 copies.

Over 20 copies
Sunbeam, fortnightly, less thaa 10 copies

10 copies and upwa

concocccococoo—
STEoRLEREES

Berean Quarterly, 100 copies per quarter.....
Quarteriy Review Service, B£ the year, 24
cents a dozen ; $2 per 100, er quarter, 6
cents a dozen ; per 100.. oo 050

Address— WILLI

C. W, CoATES, 8
2176 St. Catherine St.,

Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.8S,

§unb;p Stﬁool Banner.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EpITOR.
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Good as the Best, Cheap as the
Cheapest.

OxE of the most interesting features of the
late International Sunday-school Convention
at Boston was the exhibit of Sunday-school
literature, embracing lesson helps, Suaday-
school and periodicals, The great
Sunday-school publishing houses of the con
tinent were represented by handsomely dis-
played exhibits of théir best products of the
press. These occupied nearly the whole cf the
ground floor of the great *‘ Tremont Temple.”
They were a magnificent demonstration of the
profound interest felt in this great evangelistic

and educative work, of the enterprise and
energy of the publishers, of the great amount
of capital and skill employed in their produc-
tion, and of the enormous circulation of this
literature, instinct with the very spirit of the
(ospel, and conveying religious teachings of
infini t.  Thesc 1 printed

ges are scattered ‘‘ thick as the autumnal
r:u\'eu that strew the brooks of Vallombrosa,”
and like the leaves of the Tree of Life, are for
the healing of the nations.

l;ublisher. Toronto. "
| ward.

Meth. Book Room, | ploying twenty-one presses, and running over

that for excellence of printing, beauty of illux

tration, quantity and quality of lesson notes
and comments, and striking economy of price

the Sund:y-school publications of the Meth

odist Church in Canada, were not surpassed by
any of the great publishing houses, Indeed, it
was asserted that no such value was given for
the money in any paper as in Onward.

The past year has been one of the most suc
cessful in the history of our periodicals. [n
almost every one, there has been marked in-
crease in circulation. Indeed, part of the
time the presses have been running overtime,
as is the case almost ¢very season, to print
extra editions of the papers required to meet
the growing demand.

FURTHER ENLARGEMENT AND IMPROVEMENT

The Methodist motto of our publishing house
is *““Togo on to perfection.” The energetic
Book Steward, not satisfied with past progress,
has determined to make another stride for
Although the establishment was em

time frequently, sometimes all night, still it
was unable to keep up with the increase of its
publications. An additional press-room has,
therefore, been built, with all modern im-
provements, containing three large new
presses, of the latest and best pattern, which
will turn out an increased amount of work of

| still better character than that heretofore pub-

| lished. These changes furnish facilities for
‘ enlarging and greatly improving the quality of
our Sun(lfsy-uclmo] periodicals.

Onward will be enlarged in size, printed on
heavier paper, and otherwise improved in
| quality, without any increase in price. The
| lesson notes, illustrations, and poems, throw
ing light upon the text, will be maintained as
heretofore. It will also have serial stories and
other attractive articles, without abatement of
interest.

In Pleasant Hours the improvement will be
still more marked. Its pages will be enlarged
to the present size of Onward, and it will be
printed on heavier paper, with superior press
work.

The Suspav-scHooL BaNNER will continue
to hold its place in the very fore-front of the
lesson helps of the world. It, too, will be so
enlarged as to give an increased number of

ages devoted to help hints, and suggestions

or better Sunday-school work. The wide
field of the Sunday-school periodicals of this
continent and Great Britain will be gleaned
for seed thou;hu and suggestions for im"
“f is sollelt

|

+h

roved Corresp s

rom our Canadian schools, which are not less
efficient than any in Christendom. Thus shall
our Canadian Sanday-school workers contri
bute to the improvement of home plans, and
furnish, also, suggestions for the consecrated
toilers in the Sunrrly-lchooll of other lands.

Although these improvements involve con

1t was the testimony of comp observers,

iderably increased outlay, yet they are made
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in the interest of our Sunduy-nchonls, and with.-
out any addition whateyer i
periodicals,

that those o

The changes thus announced will take place
with the October { e periodicals,
It requires considerable time to order paper of
the enlarged size, and heavier weight, to pre.
pare new chases, or forms, for locking up the
type, and making the other changes necessary
for these marked improvements,

The enlarged series will be in the hands of
all our Sunday-schools in ample time for them
to renew, an.!, we hope, increase their orders
for their periodicals for 1897,

Our schools throughout Canada are, for the
o8t part, thoroughly loyal to the publications
of their own Church, "Let every Methodist
school in the coungr rally reund oup own
papers, and prove that the ep
caergy and large faith shown in ¢
ment and improvement is appre;

For our ntﬁer periodicals we do not at pres.
ent promise enlargement, byt they will be
maintained at the highest possible state of
efficiency —and improved when Ppossible,

\cﬂ‘.o»‘-
Sunday-school Aid and Extension
Fund.

AT the meeting of the General Sunday-school
and Epworth League Board, held August 12th,
& very satisfactory report was presented by
Mr. Warring Kennedy, Treasurer of the Sun-
day-school Aid and Extension Fund, From
this interesting document we make a few ex.
tracts. The receipts from the collections taken
up in the various schools amount this year to
$2,747, being an increase of about $180 over
last year

The contributions by Conferences are as fol-
lows ;

. $401 56
. 399 10
429 16
371 20
388 98
162 40
145 76
240 16
134 70

Hamilton , . .

Bay of Quinte. .

Nova Scotia, , . .
Vew Brunswick

Manitoba

Newfoundland ..

British Columbia

$2,747 04

In addition to this amount, the sum of 81,
03.51 has been received

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,

grants of papers ayq Periodicals, ete,, anq
these schools are expected to pay at least one-

half of the cost,
n this way we make it possible
cure

for weak
Sunday-school literature at
i i elp those
ves,

Past year amounting to 82,381, 38,
care has 0 taken in the making
qrnnh, 80 that we are able to report
debt has been reduced during the Year by
about $901), The amount due the treasurer on
162,84, 1¢ is hoped that by
anagement, and increased collec-
y be largely reduced during the
cowing year, ~ We trust that a libera] collec-
tion wiil be taken up in every Sunday-school,
By resolution of the Board, the lagt Sunday in
September wag appointed as the day for this
collection in all our schools.  Please remember

it.  Let there be 5 liberal responge,

e .

Sunday-school Progress,

Tue Suaday-school statistics compiled by
the indefatigable (ieneral Conference statisti-
cian, the Rev, Dr Cornish, and published on
another page, are fyll of encouragement,
They report progress all along the line,
almost every respect there j
advance,

are growing in sjze as
Tiere are, however, 1,215

ng such
schools. Thege schools are situated for the
most part in remote and sparsely settled parts
of the country, where jt will difficult to
maintain denominationa] schoo; .,

One of the best features of all jn connection
with our schools is that over 13,000 scholars
have united with the Church during the year,
and that 76,232 are usually meeting in classes,

re in this report is the sumg
raised for the various benevolences of the
Church, For the Educational Society, $760 ;
Superannuation Fund, $124; Sunda -school Aid
and Extension Fund, $2 681 ; and for missions,
over $21,000, Although this last is a decrease
of i

upon the previous year.,
It is to be re retted that so many of our
schools are cloge during che inclement seagon
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The Methodist Church.—Sunday School |

For ™E YEAR ENDIN May 3lsr,

OFFICERS AND SCHOLARS,
TEACHERS,

NAMES OF

Church,

CONFERENCES,

dist

re

nber of Schools.
ed with theChurch |
during the year.

T

Av

Attendance.
Learning Catechism.

Average Attendan
Members of Church,
Copies of Onward,

TOTAL.

In Primary Classes.
Adult Classes.

In Home Depart

Nu

‘ I | | || ;
Toronto . . «| 589 4504 428 5022| 4000 12523 17575 12789 518| 43856 327556 2070 Wi SIH5 4445
London ..... . { "n'.l"i'li 468 BOGT| 4484 12378 18407 13716 3 3‘ 44544 HINN“! 451 2361 19 2445 N 45326 o8 Hl!
| at

Hamilton ........o00....| 458 4803| 870 5182) 4007 11798 16039 12076| 410] 41229 27063 871/ 1873 12842 ¢ 7 7920 7208
|

Bay of Quinte o] 8 4305| 407 4712 3813 lnll.".b‘ 14141 12652(1174] 38025 :!5“47‘ 267 1715/ 110% 30 it 12003 4944/
|

|
| |
22')‘ 14055 0788| 331 B8478| 2101 3w 6 1953
166, 12483 0408| .. 20| 1685| 5427 s 9a3

Nova Scotia ... . o ) 1721 243 1064] 15666 IGTJ‘ 6117 3Tm dh: 14650 1!7.‘1;‘ 176/ 659| 2626| 3053 440 1109,

New Brunswick & P. E, 1. 281 1600) 252 1852| 1408 4278| 5081 3976
| | |

Newfoundland 395 184| 1210 1461] 1217 4541 4884 2803

|
Manitoba and North-West 245/ 168( 2| 1902 282 5130 4768

|
|
|
! |
Montreal ......o0000i0s. 503 8800] 419 4219| 2151 10161| 12260 l"‘.’Tﬂ‘ 451| 33148 22077 4| 853| 8215 e 7 4548/
|
|

1 |

| 70| 14250  0913| 910 62 0 810 431 ERLUE
|

British Columbia ...... 3| 68| 475 68| 543 428 1702 1108 .. | 4345) 3038| .. |

1008 1is Hin iill‘

Japan | o6 147

l
=
\

| | p
Total this Year . 5 4 idd 3127 3 25789 76232 103907 79357 341¢ 262015180515 4068 13855 65 26246 60700 36730 5528

Total last Year ........ 312 28861 3178 3 52 76638 100180 77313 1866 266887 174}07;4322 12412/62816(26861 7078 WO30S| 36481 5262

20441568 7028 0408| .. | 043 . 209 965
|
R (e [ [ 264

Increase
Decrense .........eo.f oo | o0 . . .| §nso| ...

.—We must again urge the necessity of greater care in the preparation of the Circuit and District Schedules, so thi: they be made to har
in every Conference, to the figures under the same heading in the Connexional Funds Schedule Whereas they shoul

of the winter. Doubtless, in many cases it is Without a Separate Room. rejoicing that
difficuit during the period of bad roads and earnest young
deep snow for y oung children to get out to the —— Who were then

schools, but we think there ought to be a much ALICE BARRETT. class,
better showing than that of the report. The I found then,
day schools are seldom closed in the winter, S Were nhmlutnly
and with more earnest effort we think that a | At the timie 1 was without a separate room g, namely, q
much greater number of our Sunday-schools | my, primary class was small, p-sibly not more 0 secure quie
will also be kept open. than fifteen in number ; sufficiently {lrga, how- surrounded by ¢
We have had testimony that the interest | ever, to be quite a task to manage in the same 'ave an unbou
taken in «r Sunday-school periodicals has | room with the entire school. ones in her ch,
done muc: to keep up the attendance at the | Weoccupied what are called the “amen pews,” Wwhich ig felg by
schools throughout the year. We trust that | in the corner of the church, at one side of the teacher comes
they will, with the improvement and in- | pulpit. I had no blackboard, map, chart, or 1 To have such
creased attractiveness of these periodicals, be | any outside help whatever, and of course sing: I?"P her scholar
ive in a large method to this result. ing was out op the question ; yet it is with iking, which
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L
School Report for the entire Church,
May 3lst, 1896,
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20786/ 3890] 3883 2001 2000  pqo8 239’ 1137 81812/ 7185 28 05 224 15 8077 34 ].j 4 137
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they be made to harmonize, |n this Schedule the figures in column for “§, 8. Aid and Extension Funq* are different,

Whereas they should be the same, Many of the

rejoicing that I oun NOW 8ee a number of
earnest young Christian workers in my church
who were then little members of my primary
clags,

I found then, as I find now,
Were absolutely necessary to success in teach.
ing, namely, (quietness, order and attention,
0 secure quietness and order, when one is
surrounded by other classes, the teacher must
have an unbounded influence over the little
i constraining influence,
ildren as soon as the
teacher comeg among them,

To have
love hep
liking,

that three things

manifest itself in kindly

additions and extensions were also wrong,

treatment of ones, but a deep,
true love in the heart, is shown in every
expression of the face and easily reaches the
heart of the little one,

“Can I sit next to you?" asked an almost
Unmanageable little fellow in my clasg, Oh,
certainly ; I love to have you,” T replied,
the little hand slipped into mine, and the little
face looked lovingly up at me, and love flowed

rom heart to heart, there was no further fear
of disquietude or disorder, Iam fully convinced

that an entire class may be kept in order by this

| silent influence

such an influence, the teacher must |
scholars—not merely a good-natureq

which may

of love,

At such a time divine truths find easy en-
trance and, with perseverance, an almogt sure
lodgment, To show this love, however, and
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Prusent these truths, it is absolutely necessary
or the teacher to ‘' be filled with the Spirit,”
or her work will be in vain.

To secure attention is sometimes difficult ;
little ones become restless, especially at times
when we are teaching a lesson that is hard to
simplify. Then an interesting story that illus-
trates some truth will almost always bring back
lost interest.

There is one story I tell that may be repeated
over and over again—every Sabbath, if need be
—which I have never known to fail in attract-
ing and holding the closest attention. It is the
‘old, old story of Jesus and his love.” Every
lesson, however dull and dry, should point to
Jesus and his sacrificial death. Do not fear to
make it too plain; tell of the cruel mockings
and scourging, the thorn-crown, the nails, and
the love so wonderful, beyond the love of woman,
Do not be afraid of telling it too often. There
is wonderful power in it, and the children will
sit as it were entranced. T'ry it, teachers, and
do not feel discouraged because you have no
separate room. — New Jersey Sunday-school
Messenger.

-

Fidelity and Success.

BY SALLY CAMPBELL,

We were at a conference of Sunday-school
teachers. The speaking was to the point of
what constituted fitness for the work. One
old gentleman, a clergyman, with a kindly,
lovable face, urged upon us his answer to the
question. A very good answer it was, too,
namely—Faithfulness. In the midst, however,
of a great deal that was fine and inspiring, he
declared a thing which, had I been accustomed
to public speaking, I would have risen up and
fninsai(l on the spot. As I failed to do it then,
et me write out my protest now, He said :

“We can all be faithful. We cannot all be
successful, but we can be faithful.”

It is not true! Thank God, it is not true!
Nobody can be faithful without being success-
ful. None of us can, by any possibility, take
the earnest, Chrigtian care of our scholars
which that good man recommended and fail.
Faithfulness precludes failure., To be faithful
is to succeed. Faithfulness means success.
Let us ring all the changes upon it, turn it over
in every form and phrase until we make its
sweet certainty ours,

Suppose a man shipwrecked upon a desert
islans. Suppose for twenty-five years he never
sees the face of a fellow-being. And during all
the long, lonely days he hopes and waits and
trusts, with unshaken piety and patience, until
death comes, and the sun rises and sets upon
his bleaching bones. Will any sane man dare
to say, in the face of divine justice and divine

might and mercy, that the big, sin-sick earth
is no better than it would have been had the
waters rolled over that isolaied Christinn's
head when men thought they did? Tne mind
draws back in haste from such a supposition.
We cannot for an instant doubt toat those
twenty-five years of solitary faithfuloess
wrought somewhere the glory of God in the
salvation of souls. We must believe that the
prayers breathed by the castaway into the
ears of his sule Companion had an answer in
the hearts of his brethren that were in the
world from which he was so totally cut off.
His courage, his constancy, his resignation
he could not live them to himself. Faithful-
ness, however utterly it be hid from the eyc of
man, must, somehow, work, through the mys-
tery of God's grace, success.

Let us not defraud ourselves of this most
solid comfort in the Christian service. Prayer
and pains are never thrown away. Let Paul
plant, let Apollos water, doubting nothing;
God giveth the increase. You and I are not
Paul nor Apollos, but are we, as they, laborers
together with (God? Then, be we the most
commonplace and limited of His saints, our
lives area success, a benefaction. I can con
ceive of a Sunday-school teacher toiling with
his scholars in humility and love for years
without, it may be possible, leading any one of
them to acquaintanceship with their Lord, but |
cannot conceive of such a teacher's prayers and
faithfulness failing to awaken in some heart,
off somewhere in the far country, the decision,
“1 will arise and go to my Father.”

We can all be faithful.  We can all be suc
cessful.

‘“Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.”

Are we faithful ?

e - A —

O~ a granite tablet, a monument of King
Merenptah, brought to light last year by Prof
Flinders Petrie while excavating on the site of
old Thebes, occurs the record that during his
wars in Syria the king ‘“spoiled the people of
Israel.” The date was about B.C. 1200.
These brief words are important as being the
first thus far found in Eg‘ypt that mention in
any way, or contajn any direct allusion to, the
chosen people. There has been a good deal of
conjecture—that certain workmen depicted on
a monument were Hebrews, for instance ; that
Shishak’s exploits in Palestine were recordel
on the wall of the Great Temple of Karnak—
but nothing had been exhumed that showed
beyond question that the Hebrews had ever
come in contact with the Egyptians, until this
tablet was discovered. It is to be placed in

the museum at Cairo, —Zion’s Herald.
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The Teacher's Reward,

VE shall shine as the stars in the fadeless for-
ever,
Who turn unto Jesus ghe perishing here,
Who gently are leading the lambs to the pasture
Where floweth the water so cooling and clear.,

Then rayerfully, carefully, go to your labours,
.\mrdeal with them wisely, the souls of your
care,
Never forgetting, though lofty or lowly,
How costly a gem is the spirit they bear,

Better by far than all worldly bestowment,
Is the reward that your service will win ;
Turning to righteousness souls of the children,
Stooping to gather the poorest oues in,

Time, with its uerdons of honour and treasure,
Soon will be%out in the measureless sea,
But yonder a crown,
glory
Of souls for thy hire, will be waiting for thee,
Then turn not thy hand from the work that’
before thee ;
Nor suffer thy heart to
cold ;
The seeds ye are sowing
prayer,
Ere long will be waving in harvest

grow careless
with patience 4
ld.
Not long may it be till the Master shall cul]
thee ;
Not long till the time of thy mission is o'er,
'hen work while the day lasts,

night shadow
Shall gather its gloom-—and ye labour no more,

that is starred with the |
| Sunday-school teacher,

| his” stature?”

and ere the | Bartimeus

| ** What wilt thou that I do unto thee i

1y

vii
educate, The answer to the question, ‘* Wag
Paul a great Christian worker " might be
easily guessed at, while if the teacher asked,
** What evidence have we from the writings of
Paul that he wes g great Christian worker 3
the answer would involve some serious thought.
An answer that merely affirms or negatives
some truths hinted at in the uestion is much
less valuable 1)y any reply W,Iich is the result
of independen: thinking,

Irrelevant questions are improper, and should
be avoided. [ haye known a teacher to ask a
€W questions merely to introduce an aneciote
he wished to tell. " In after years, when the
anecdote would be recalled by the pupil it
Id be unaccompanied by the spiritual truth
it was intended to illustrate.

[00 many questions make the teaching tedi-
ous and the answering irksome. [ once heard
a teacher use up the whole half-hour allotted
to the lesson study in asking (uestions, A
careful study of the (ireat Teacher's method of
questioning ‘will be of immense value to the
Jesus’ interviews with
His disciples, with the Pharisees, and with
those who came to Him for healing or instruc.
tion are often marked by questions
the Great Teacher
preaching a long sermon on humility to His dis.
ciples, He asks the pointed question, * Whicl
of you by taking thought can add a cubit to
Again, rather than give a
lengthy discourse on political economy, He
poiuts to the tribute money and asks the
Phirisees, ** Whoge js this image and super-
scription?”  And their Answer prepares the
way for Hig impressive reply. "When blind
comes and cries for mercy, the
asks that large-hearted questi]on,
The

Master

Sel. | divine hand seems to lift trouble from the

———— i =
Misuse of Questions,
BY REV, A, n, CAMERON,

QUESTIONS are improperly used when the
language employed is above the comprehension
of the pupil, Thus, if a teacher agks a Jjunior
co8s, “Can you describe the accoutrements
of the Jewish high priest?” probably not one
in ten would understand the (uestion. If,
however, the question were asked, * (an you
tell something about the clothing worn by ‘the
high priest,” the language would intelligible
1o the dullest pupil. To dazzle or to amuse
ought not to be the aim of the questioner, The
pupil should be more impressed with the
Christlike sympathy and intense earnestness of
the lenc::e than with his superior abilities or

scholarshi p.

As a rule, (uestions should be avoided that
merely require in answer, ‘‘yes,” or ‘‘po "
{uestions usually require little thought
on the part of the pupil, and therefore fail to

Suc

blind man’s heart, and he responds with the
one great desire of his life, Lord, that I
may receive my sight,”

——— b ——

“Tur Catechism is not studied in our Sun-
day-school.” Thege words came in a letter to
us last week, Suppose that in the day school
arithmetic should be omitted—or at West
Point, instruction in unnery should be left

Pror, SALyoND, of Scotland, said recently,
““ There is a very cheap way of speaking of
catechisms,  Luther and Calvin knew their
value, and spared no pains to prepare them for
their own lands, 0 one who understands
what the catechism hag been in the history of
the Church would ever speak slightingly ofyit. 1

[Our own catechism will shortly ready,
and we hope will give a great impetus to the
study of Christian doctrine, —En,)
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Housecleaning.

HousECLEANING in the Sunday-school depart-
ment? Certainly, for a new year of work is
opening, and this is a very important subject.
One may thiok of a literal broom flourished in
the air, urged like a battering-ram into all
corners and driving before it every dust-heap.
We do mean this in part. The house of God,
in every part, should be tidy, Carpet-shaking
and whitewashing and floor-sweeping may need
to be done, and the paint brush may ask for
handling. There has been much stir of public
sentiment in Boston about the sanitary con-
dition of the day schools. Sunday-schools
may need a vigorous application of the sani-
tary broom. There may be corners about the
building where disease may hide ; apply the
broom,

Now carry the broom throughout the Sunday-
school organization these fall ths. Over-
hauling now, improvement to-day, will affect
the history of the entire year. The broom
may be needed in the library. Are there old
books, torn, mutilated, dirty ? They are past
service and may stand in the way of the
school’s progress. A broom may be needed to
sweep some new books in as well as to sweep
dirty old ones out. Keep the library clean,
bright, attractive. Send for the latest book
catalogue published by this house. A library
well sustained will be felt all the year round as
a sustainer. Build it up and it will help build
up the school.

Take the broom into the song department.
Bright, cheerful singing pays. Don’t drop a
worthy old tune ; welcome a new one. Don’t
the scholars sing? Perhaps there is dust in
the scholars’ throats and the broom is needed
there. They have grown careless, and you
fear that their throats may be choked hope-
lessly. How about the leader of the singing?
You need a magnetic man or woman, skilled
in song, that can arouse and maintain a school
interest in songs. Think it over. Music pays.
Send this way for our song-books.

Take the broom into the department of
lesson helps. You need to get rid of poor ones
and secure the best at once. Can you improve
on those offered by your own Church ?

Has any dust got in among the wheels of the
teaching machinery of the school, the choking
debris of an indifference to a teacher’s duties ?

In any instructor do ‘‘ peculiarities " abound,
and does grace too little abound ? Is some one
conspicuous, not by presence, but absence?
Here are faults that certainly need an applica-
tion of the ‘‘ broom.” How to apply is a mat-
ter of moment. One may need more grace and

courage for the introduction of merits. In the
spirit of the Master strive for improvements
Love can correct where anything like discip
line fails. If a superintendent, be what you
want your teachers to be—prompt, diligent, o
consecrated man or woman,

There is another place to be inspected —the
home ; and youwould like toreach the parents
who send their children to school and whose
co-operation you must have. Dust is on those
wheels. How get the broom in a place that is
not Sunday-school and yet helps make it?
Let the teachers call at the homes. Get the
pastor to preach a sermon on the subject. A
famous place, the pulpit, to do some grand
sweeping.

Now there is one other place to be visited
this heart here, in this breast. Get the broom
in there ! (), the need of sweeping inside the
human heart ! There is cleansing to be done !
Ah, the foot of the cross is the place where we
all must get, and love and faith begin their
gentle but thorough work. It is here set down
last, let the last stand first, though, and this
human heart, just here, in the breast here, be
swept clean for the Master's presence and the
Master’s work. —Sunday-school Journal,

e

Book Notices.

A Year's Sermons. By 8. D. McCosskLL,
D.D., author of ‘‘Sermon Stuff,” ** Sons of
God,” ete. 12mon, Cloth binding, pp. 310
Price, $1.25. Thomas Whittaker, 2 and 3
Bible House, New York. Methodist Book
Rooms, Toronto, Montreal and Halifax.

Under a most modest title we have in this
volume a collection of fifty-two remarkable
sermons. Dr. McConnell’s originality stands
unquestioned. His marked ability in the *art
of putting things * is exceedingly attractive,
and in nothing that he has written is this
ability more apparent than in this volume.
These sermons, in their present form, were
never delivered. They were prepared weckly,
during a year, for the editorial pages of a
secular newspaper in Philadelphia. Each
sermon is short and to the point, and is couched
in a language which is always readable.
Whilst they are reverent, they are plain, clear
and incisive,

Their titles are such as are calculated to
excite the attention, without any attempt at
sensationalism. For example: ‘‘ The Market
Value of a Soul,” ** A Liason with the World,”
** Sinning by Proxy,” **The Tyranny of Dusi:
ness,” *‘ Revelation and Man’s Capacity " and
a score of others equally striking. The volume
is dedicated * to the congregation outside the
Church, that people who are the fascination
and the despair of the preacher, this volume is
with hopefulness and doubtfulness inscribed.”
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The Comprehensive Seripture  Lesson Scheme.
The teacher's catechising Bible the Acts of
the Apostles, By the Rrv. Cias. NEiL,
M.A., Vicar of St, Mathias Poplar, London:
James Nishet §& Co., 21 Berners Street,
Toronto : W, Briggs. Price, 70 cents,

The lessons for g good part of the year of
1597 will be on the life of St. Paul,
the publishers are issuing books for th
of this important theme.  One of these which
has much to commend it is the book above
mentioned,  The special note of this hook js
what the author calls the structural display
and self-interpreling edition of the revised
version of the Acts of the Apostles,
of black letter and jtalic heads and sub-heads
and printing the text in bracketed sections,
the logical connection and inter-dependence of
the clanses are very clearly shown, To this is
added a synopsis of the Acts of the Apostles,
with maps of St. Paul's missionary journeys,

Christianity  Vindicated
DaNigL l)ukcm-:s’rr:u,
Hunt & Eaton, Toronto ;

by its Enemies,
D.D.  New York
Wm. Briggs,

Dr. Dorchester is well known for hig valiant
services rendered Christianity by his great
work on * The Problem of Religious Progress,”
one of the best antidotes to pessimism and in-
fidelity which has ever been published, [p
the present little volume he presents a subject
of vast scope and importance in a very con-
densed form, It cannot fail to be of much
value, especially to young people who are
brought into contact with the varied forms of
skepticism,

Books for Bible Students,
AKTHUR B, GREGORY ; ““Scripture and its
Witnesses,” By Prorssor S, J. Banks,
London : Charles H, Kelly. Toronto: W
Briggs.

The Wesleyan Conference Office, London, is
issuing an admirable series of books which wil]
be of great value, not only to the large class of
ministers and local preachers, but to Sunday.
school teachers and thoughtful Bible readers
everywhere. The witness of Scripture to
itself is cited fro from the life of
our Lord, from history from miracles, from
the resurrection of Jesus, and most potent of
all, the witnesg of personal experience,

The Divine Payapy, of History, a Concise Ex-
position of the Revelation of St, John the
Divine, By H. Artnor Smith, M.A., of
the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law, Lon-
don: Charles M, Kelly. Toronto : William

riggs,

. The Book of Revelation is one of the most
lnportant yet one of the most difficult portions
of Holy Scripture. It Prophecies seem to ug
like the inetructions we used to get in thread-
ing the little-known parts of Canada many

Edited by the Rev,

ix

years ago—very difficult to follow,
enough after once being over the ro
prophetic i

» yet plain
ute; so the

petual testi
the Word of GGoq after events shall
place. § i

only with modesty that one can
speak on this subject, (ur author gives his own
interpremtian. the comments on the histori.
cal part striking ns as an exceedingly judicious
interpretation, = (f the prophetic part we can-
not speak so confidently, 7The fulr of Babylon
we think is judiciously shown to refer to the
destruction of pagan Rome, instead of, as is
sometimes assumed, to Papal Rome.

Books for Bible Edited by the Ryv.
ARTHUR F, GREGORY ; the “ Books of the
Prophets,” By G. G. Fixnray, B.A., Vol 1,
London : Charles H, Kelly.  Toronto : Wm,
Briggs,

This is the first of three volumes in which it
is intended to furnish a continuous historical
introduction to the Books of the Prophets,
Its method is that of comparative and histori.
cal inquiry—what j i
method,”” « g g
says the author,
what he meant to sa
and we shall furthe,
to his fellow

venture to

Students,

related
what part he took
e collective work of

ask, how he stood
prophets, and
in the common cause and th
the prophetic order,"” The present volume
comes down to the fall of Samaria, and treats
of the pre-Assyrian age, the Assyrian-Israelite
age and the Assyrian-J udean age. Themethod
of the writer is elninentlg" Jjudicious and Jjudi-
e

cial. He summarizes the” hest conservative
thought on this important subject.  The in.
ductive method is the only

unquestionably
d

Proper and scientific metho, 8

The Te stimony of History to the
ture, Historical Illustration,
Testument, gathered from A
Monuments ~ and Inscriptions, By Rev.
GRORGE Rawrixsox, ) » Camden Pro.
fessor of Ancient Histnry, Oxford ; author
of “The Seven Great Oriental Monarchies,”
ete., with additions by Pror. Horario B.
Hackerr, D.D., LL.D., and a Preface by
1 AR Hastings, Editor of 7. Christian,

Boston: H. L, Hastings, Scriptural Tract

Repository, Toronto : William Briggs,

28 has the distinction of having
more books of an anti-infidel character
than any publisher whom we k Some
hundred tons of his anti-infidel literature have
been published, Rawlinson’s great works on
the ancient monarchies are a classic, T| -
stance of these, in their Biblical illustrations,
are here condeused into a handy volume and
brought within the reach of the million,

Truth of Serip-
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INTERNATIONAL BlBLE LESSONS

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY-
CONTINUED.

B. C. 1015.]
GOLDEN TEXT.

1 Kings 2. 3.

Authorized Version. \
1 Kings 1. 28«39. [Commit to m.nm/

verses 28-30.)
[Read chapter 1.]

28 Then kir
me Bath'she-bu,
presence, and stood betore the king. |

20 Aud the king sware, and said, As the Lorn |
liveth, that hath vedeemed my soul out of all dis- |

Da'vid answered and “said, Cal

|
ven as 1 sw unto thee by the Lorn God
, suying,
|

shall rw'n after me, and he shall sit upon wy |

throne in my stead ; even so will I certainly do this | 8¢

Then Bath'she-bs

bowed with Zer fuce to the
carth, uw 1 did rev

0 10 llu Llw_'. and said, Let

\lul Lnuz Da' \ul ~.n|l lu” me Zao'de lln
the |uu1|u!. and B i
And they eame before n.\

}ln son of Je-hoi'u-dal
king. |
88 The king also said unto them, Take with you |
the servants of your lord, and eause Sol'o-mon my
son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him
down to Gi'hon: |

34 And let Za'dok the priest and Nu'than the |

l rophet anoint him there King over u-el: and
low ye with the trumpet, and say, God save kir
Sol’o-mon.

5 Then ye shall come up after him, that he may
come and sit upon my thronej for he shall be Kking |
in my stead : and I liave appointed him to be ruler

s'ra-¢l and over Ju'dul.

36 And Ben-a'ish the son of Je-hoi’
the king, and said, Amen: the Lorp God of my
lord the king 0 oo,

As the Lorn hath been with my lord the king, |
be he with Sol’o-mon, and make his throne
greater than the throne of my lord King Da'vid. |

38 So Zu'dok the priest, anc than the prophet,
and Ben-a'iah the son of Je-hoi'a-da, and the Cher'- |
eth-ites, and the Pe'leth-ites, went down, and |
caused Sol'o-mon to ride upon king Du'vid’s mule,
and brought him to Gi'hon,

89. And Za'dok the priest took a horn of oi! out |
of the tabernacle, and anointed Sol’o-mon,  And
they blew the trumpet : and all the people said,
God save king Sol'o-mon,

LESSON 1. SOLOMON ANOIN

And she eame into the king's |

Assuredly Sol'o-mon thy son | ¢

nswered | g»

iD KING. [Oct, 1,

Keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways,

Revised Version.

Then king Da'vid answered and said, (
And she came into the king
9 presence, and stood before the King,  And th.
king sware, and said, As the Lorp liveth,
hath redeemed wmy soul out of all

verily as [ sware unto thee by the

God of Is'ra-¢l, saying, Assuredly Sol

son shall reign after me, and he shall <

my throne in my stead ; verily so will 1
day. Then Bath'she-ba bowed with her fae
the earth, and did obeisance to the king
said, Let my lord king David live forever
king David said, Call me Zu'dok the

Na'than the prophet, and Ben-u'i
Je-hoi‘a-da.  And they came b

And the king said unto them,

the servants of your lord,

Juth'she-ba.

my son to ride upon mine own mule. i
him down to Gi'hon: and let Za'dok the |
and Na than the prophet anoint him th

1: and blow ye with the tr
God save king Sol'o-mon, Then

over Is'r
nd say,
shall come up after him, and he shall com
sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my
stead : and I have appointed him to be pr
36 over Is'rael and over Ju'dah,  And Ber
the son of Je hoi'u-da answered the king
suid, Amen: the Lonp, the God of my |
king, say 8o too. As the Lorp hath beo
my lord the king, even so be he vith Sol'c
and make his throne gre uh r than th lirone «
my lord king Da’
and Na'than the l-r.-l.hm. and
of Je-hoi‘n-da, and the ('lm'u(hm
Pe’leth-ites, went down, and caus,
to ride upon King Du'vid’s mu
O him to Gi'hon, And Za'dok the pries
the liorn of oil out of the Tent, and wno
Sol'o-mon.  And they blew the trumpet: o
ull the people said, God save king Sol o-non

TIME.—B CE.—Jerusalem, I
ENVIRONMF wh was the eldest |
living son of David after Absalom's death, e |
conspired with Joab, the general of the army, and
with Abiathar, the high priest, to make himselt
king, and if it had not been for the prompt action
of Nathan and the power of Bathsheba over the

aged King David, his plot might have sue
Adonijuh prepared a feast near Jerusalen in |

of his accession to the throne, but David, being
told of this rebellion, acted with a promptitude
which would have saved him much sorrow

been exereised in Absalom’s day.

not unlike Absalom in character.

Oct. 4.] .
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HOME READIN( o
M. A mother's request. 1 Kings 1, 15-27,
1w, Solomon Anointed K I
W. A danger averted, 1 Kings 1, 41-49,
Tk, David's prayer for Solomon,
F. A prosperous king, 1 Chron
8. The Prince of peace, TIsa, 9. 1
8. Everlasting dominion, Dau, 7. 9-14,

LESSON HYM NS.

No. 352, New Canadian Hymnal,

There's a wideness in God' mercy,

No. 141, New Can wian Hymnal,

My Shepherd will supply my need.

No. 108, New Canadian Hymnal,

A charge to keep I have.

QUi
I. The Old King, v, 23-35.

Who was the old king?

Who plotted to suceecd David? (Verses 5-10,)

Who sought to thwart this plot? (Verses 11-14,)

For whom did David fiyst call ¢

In whose name had he made to Bathsheba o

prot

as that promise 7
What did he now say that he would do?
Wit did Bathsheba do and say ?
Wihom did the King then sutimon
Where did he send them, and with wlom ¢
What were they told to do ut Gilion ¢
Whose throne was Solomon to oceupy ¢
Over whom was he to rule ?
2 The Young King, v. 35
Who unswered King David, and in what words ?
What was hns prayer for Solomon ?

What was the meaning of Solomon’s name, and
the promise conneeted with Bim? (1 Chron, 22,
% 10,)

Who went with Solomon to Gihon ?

With what mark of royalty did Solomon go?

Who anointed the new king?

What was the response of the people?

What indicates the great Joy of the people ¢
Verse 40,)

Who heard the rejoicing with fear ¢ (Verses
4140,

Where did Adonijah seek saf. ty ! (Verse 50.)

What pledge did Solomon give him? (Verse

)
)

What was David's charge to the new king?
(GoLbex Texy,)

NUNDAY SCI1oor, BANNER,

1 Kings 1. 25-39,

TONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS,

Practical

How does this
L The fruitlessness of schiemies against Go
pluns ¢

The duty of fuithfulness to promises ?

esson show—

Whercin Solomon illustrates Christ as king?
Where are we taught—
L. To keep our promises ?
To pray for our rulers?
joice over good rulers?

IONS For INTERMEDIATE
' SCHOLARS,
L. Verses 28-35,

28. Who wus sent for by David ¢

29, What was the usual form of a Hebrew
outh? - What had God done for David ¢
L Why was Buthshely thankful 2
. What three orders Were to unite in erowning
Solomon ¢

33 Who else was to aceompany them?  Of whag
Solomon's riding upon the King's mule u sign ¢
When was the coronation o take pluce?

34 When were Kings anointed? For what were
trumpets used ¢

wi

35, 1s it usual for a new king to take office dur-
ing the lifetime of his predecessor ¢
2. Verses 36.39,

86, Was David's ehoiee accepted ?

37, Was the prayer that Solomon should be
greater than David answered ?

9. Out of what tabernacle was the oil brought ?
What did the people’s Name three
parties who united in giv ing the throne to Solomon,

Teachings of the Lesson,

We should own God’s goodness in bringing us
through difficulties, lemn promises should not
be lightly broken, Plans are best when they meet
with God's approval, God will quality us for the
office to which he ealls us. Hindrances which
stand in the way of our reaching the place for which
we are fitted will be set aside,

QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,
Who chose Solomon 1o he king of Tsruel 2
Whose son was e ?
What did un older son of David's try to do ?
Was this right ?
What did it show in Adonijuhz A selfish,
disobedient heart,
What did King Duvid do when he heard of
Adonijah’s plan ¢
Who was Bathsheba ?
Whom did he eall to earry out his orders ¢
What did he tell them to dot
Why were they glad to do it ?
Upon what did Solomon ride ?
To what place did he got
Who went with him ¢

1
;

P s
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Something to Remember—
God has chosen me to be his child,
1 ought to choose him to be my King,
God suys, * Choose ye this day whom ye wij)

What was kept in Gihon ¢

With what was Solomon anointed ?
Why was a horn of the oil used ¢
Why was the trumpet blown ¢
What did the people ery ¢

vid's plans,
not having toly

I steeession,
when Nathan ¢
¢ Nuth
lull me Bat
s of his decis
of hody,

LESSON OUTLINE.

BY J. L. HURLBUT.

his 1
1 Withowt o
Solomon as a Type of Christ, cured, either s
20, Ax the |

t 1orm ot

IV, Tue Orrosen Kine.
Adouijak heard it, v. 41-43, s

1. Tue Promsen Kine,
Even as 1 sware, v. 2

Thou art my son, Psalm 2. 7, Why do the heathen rage 2 Psalm 2, 1-3 hath redeems
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Our last lesson was from the Book of roverbs, a large portion of which has, in all g
to the pen of Solomon.  The lesson before it was from the f
career s God’s servant, supposed to have been written in the dawn of his triumphs as king, and rewrit

nous psalm in which David sunmw

at life's close, The lesson of Septeinber 6 gave us David’s charge to Solomon to build a house for t
God of Isracl— of David, but after
Our lesson to-day concerns the enthronement ot Solomon, and theretore

stant use throughe

Solomon had been enthroned.
s Lesson X of't

3 if we would be as nearly ehronological as possible we must link it to Lessons

acharge which was made in the old

speciul fitness in th
erest desire tha

Quurter (September 6 v 1
VI and IX, the aceounts of Absalom’s attempted usurpation of the throne, and of his violent deat dily be interpre
4 "l'w\ln I's death,

Between those sad events and the incidents of this lesson hardly more than nine years passed, Buty
42, Call me,

the three nen who |
tively at the head
ofthe theoeracy—t]
r Abiathar
tof the wa

1iteda

another of David’s sons, Adonijah, the eldest living son after Absulom’s death, conspired to make |
In some regards this seeond rebellion was more dangerous than that of Absalom, for, united
e Joub, the great general, and Abiathar, the chief priest, David,
ous manhood when Absalom rebelled; had now completely broken down, and i
Yet when Nathan informed him of the conspiraey he aeted with a prowytit
athan clearly saw that Bathsheba, more impressively than anyone else, conlil brak
the news to the king.  She held a place of distinguished honor in court as David’s favorite wife and
mother of the chosen heir to the throne, and ift Adonijuh sueeceded he would doubtless put hoth Solo
The prophet promptly seconded the queen’s words,
sronation feast was prepared at Enr
the echoes of the trumpets of A are still ringing in the cars of his guests
procession approaches, a proeession of the king’s bodyguard led by Zadok the priest, !
prophet, and Benaiah the warrior, They proelaim Solomon King in the name of David, and so
was the power of that name that Adonijul’s guests promptly dispersed and sought their own safety, an
he fled to the altar and begged for his life, while the ecrowds shoute God save King Solomon.”

self king.
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a good shuare of vi

who still possess

helpless in his o
worthy of his prime,

n league with Ad
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Lo, seems to ha

und Solomon’s mother out of the way.

spirncy was successful at the outset. and alre
lowe

donijuh’s

iereenary soldiers,

ilar was the or

Ve
said,
complished man of atfairs as well as a seer,
as he understood Adonijah’s plans, and noted his
fellow-conspirators and whom he had ignored, he

se 28, King David answered and
To Nathan the prophet, who was an ae-
8o soon

sent Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon, to remin
th concerning Solomon

David of his promise and ¢

To heighten the dramatic effeet ** while she yet
Nathun himself came in, and,

talked with the king
ssuming that Adonijuh was acting according t

hissuries,  From

Llard was divided jn
Hames which are ingey
Peetively “ exceution
more probable that ¢,
The Pelothites we kn
lived south; of the P'hi
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Duvid’s plans, modestly reproachied the king for
ot having told the rrophet of the Lord his plans
for suceession,  Buthsheba had re

around young omon 5 Joab was on the other

side, and there pever seemed g

ter need to be
prepared for hard fighting, Mine own mule,
To use anything set aside for the king's yse Wis

l
iy doubtless, I
when Nuthan entered, und, instead of diveet ,’
¢ Nathan, David answers and % ] regurded almost AU assumption of royalty, When
Call me Bathsheba, 7). quickness and fipy,- / Pharaol would honor Joseph he made
|

sweriny
him * ride
in the second chariot which e had.”  Whep
Abasuerus would honor Mordecai 1e

ness of his decision shows that, in spite of weakness
of body, his mind und will were working well,

set on

*the horse the King rideth upon.”  Bring him
weuredy either seculur o spirituad, down to Gihon, Giloy s a place in the low
29, Ax the Lord liveth, This was the com- | wround on the eust side of J rusalem, It has heen
motest form of outh among the Israclites, That supposed, us we haye already intimated, to he hous
hath redeemed my son) out of all distress ’ one hundred yards tfrom the place whe Adonijuh
sudded to intensity i, To that God who had been | und his friends were feasting, (3) While trusting
sotrue to him David would now be true,  lis de- ]‘ in God David used Il utmost diseretion ) 8o should

b Without promptitude and CiYyor no success can be

@ s out of straits and dungers were wonder-

we

ul they were constantly in his mind A8 Citises
of gratitude.  (2) Mus not God redeemed oup Nouls,
who, out of all distress ? Itseems to have been

34. Let Zadok the priest and Nathan the
prophet anoint him, Anointing was the
sered part of the coronation ceremony, It wys

cistomary at that time for the king to clioose his cmblematic of the divine installation, the outpour-

sweessor from among his sons, ing of gifts from ubove upon the new king, And
30. Even as I sware unto thee. Weiuve | that is why the chief of the priests and the chief
no record of this earliep oath, but it was ~li~||n<-ll.\'

of the proplicts together performed the ceremony,
remenibered by Nathan, by Bathsheba, and by

while the head of the military forees, though him-
Dasid.  This day, In this ttle phrase of | sclfy priest by birth, had ne part. (4) fnall thy
rowptitude is hidden g large part of the seeret ¢ ways acknowledge Him,and he shall divect thy paths,
Duwvid's lifelong success, So soon us he deter- | Blow ye with the trumpet, Tle formal an-
mined he acted, nouncement of the great event, Trumpets were

31. Bowed with her face to the earth, | uscd for similar purposes by Absalom, by Jehu, by
Iu secordance with the eluborate ceremony of the | Joash, und by others,
ot Let my lord king David live fora 35. Come p after him, T, march iy
evers  Iyperbole and exigeeration are in eop- stately fashion, the young king at the head of the
stant use throughout the Eqst, But there was 4 Procession.  Sit UPOn my throme. Nyt s
special fitness in this phrase now, for Buthsheba’s | much as David's sueeessor us David's partner in
tarmest desire that Solomon should reign might [ royalty, I have appointed hi Under di-
vine dircetion,  Ruler over Israel and over
Judah. “ Ruler " ghould be * prine “Israel
and “Judah” were like two monarchies united
under the sw ay of one monarel, Neither of these
great divisions ever Jost jts identity,

36. The Lord God of my lord the king
Say s0. A beautiful pray () The crartiost
satesmen and the bravest soldiers cannot bring to
pass that which ix contrary to the will o God,

37. Make his throne greater than the
throne of my lord king David. This prayer
was fulfilled (1 Kings 3, 11, 12\, Such a prayer
could never arouse the Jealousy of an atfectionute
futher,

38, The Cherelhil(-s, and the Pelethites,
Read carcfully the note on verse

39.A hor Of0ils The Hebrew has the horn,
There was sacred "oi] preserved with other holy
things in the tubernacle  for oceasions such gs
this.  All the People said, God save King
Solomon, S0 oy Solomon was confirmed in
his office by the suffy sof his people,  He wus
first selected by David under divive direction,
then anointed by the priest and prophet, then
* ratified " by the citizens of Jerusalem,

|

fadily be interpreted by her enenies as a desire
for David's death,

92 Callme, David demands the presence of
the three en who henectorth were to stand respee-
tively at the head of the three greay departments
ofthe theoeracy—the chicf of the priests, Zadok,
for Abiathar had gone over to the enemy ; the
cictof the warriors, Benaiah, for Joyl, wis also
in league with Adonii, b and the ehief of the
frophets, Nathan, Note that as Buthshcba had
withdrawn when Nathan entered, so Nathan ye-
tired when Bathsheby entered,

33, The servants of your lord, Tl king's
bodyguard, which, in accordanee  with Asiatie

fusiom, seems to have been mude up of forcigners,
lereenary soldiers, or, more likely, slaves,  Sinm.
ar was the origin of the Mamelukes and the
Junissarics, From verse g8 we infer that this
Lurd was divided into Cherethites and Pelethite
Hames which ape interpreted by Gesenius to mean re-
Peetively “ executioners and “couriers; » it seems
more probahle that they were foreign trihyl humes,
The Pelethites we know to have been o people who
lived south of the Philistines, Tt was not for mere
Slentation that these soldiers were thus mustered
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CRITICAL NOTES.
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Verse 28. Th This was after the events
deseribed in the first purt of this chapter, which
should be read in order to gain a clear understand-

ing of the subject under discussion. The exaet

time is not known, but it is supposed to have been |

about 1015 B. . when David was, according to Jo-
sephus, seventy years of age, (Compare 2 Sum, b, 5,
and 1 Kings 2. 11.) Call me Bathsheba. It
seemis from this that, when Nathan entered, Bath-
sheba left the chamber of the king,  This was de-
manded by court etiquette, and, besides, it wus
poliey for the prophet to sce the king . David
did not suspeet the plan agreed upon,  (Sed
11, 12,)

29. And the king sware,

verses

This is the re-

newal of an oath made to Buthsheba (verse 13), but |

when and under what circumstances is nowhere
Indeed, it may have been nothing more
Juthsheba,  As the
A very common formula of swear-

recorded,
than a secret promise to
Lord liveth.
ing among the Hebrews,
and very often in the books of Samucl.) The
meaning is that nothing is more certain than that
Jehovah lives, but sure as that is; so certain is it
thut the one swearing will not break his oath. Re
y soul, Duavid uses the same
L4, 9, ¢ Delivered me ™ or * saved my life
would be a better translation of the Il . Da-
vid was eminently piouss he recognized God’s hand
in all his lifework. e hal been in so many ditfi-
culties, great and fearful, that none but God could
have saved him,

31. Did obeisance. She prostrated herself
and bowed to the ground; this was in keceping
with oriental custom,
often rendered in our versions, *“to worship.”  In-
deed, the adoration paid a king and that paid to
God could searcely be distinguished in eastern
countries, since the king was regarded, if not di-
vine, yet as the representative of God. Let my
lord king David live forever. This is
specimen of oriental politeness, which in this cuse
had no sineerity about it, for Bathsheba knew well
that 1 Such
exaggerated forms of politeness were also quite com-

id was on the verge of the grave,

mon umong the Babylonians and Persians,  (Sce
Dan. 2, 4: 8, 93 5.10; 6, 21; Neh, 2, 3.)

32. Call me Zadok. After the death of Saul,
Zuadok and Abiathar held the high priest’s office
conjointly ; the former at Jerusalem, and the latter
at Gibeon (1 Chron, 16, 39). When Abiathar, in con-
sequence of his having sided with Adonijub, was
deposed and banished, Zadok assumed full control,
Nathan. One of the famous men during the
reign of David, a great friend of Bathsheba und
Solomon, and believed by some to have acted as
the latter’s tutor,  And Benaiah. e was also

(See Judg, 8, 19: Ruth |

The same Hebrew word is |

W. DAVIES, D.D.

of priestly origin, though at this time cqy

king's bodyguard, comprising the Chiercthi

the Pelethites,  These three men were regar

the leading men in the state, henee it was very <
nifieant that they should be summoned i i)
vid's presenec 8o as to hasten the eoronat
Solomon,

33, Take with you the servants of vouy
lord. From verse 38 it seems thut the servis
here mentioned were the Cherethites and 1
ites,  If others were ineluded, it is not so
Sum. 20, 6,7.) Toride upon my
This would be equivalent to « f

(See, however,
mule, f
proclamation that Solomon was king in aecor
with his father's will and consent, To Iy
to ride upon the king's beast or in his cha
a token of great honor,  (See Gen, 41, 435 2 K
10, 165 Esther 6. 8.) Gihons  The exact loeat
is not known, There was a spring of this nan
the western side of Zion (2 Cl 4 i
been conjectured that this spring might have ¢
its numie to the crtire valley.  Many loe
in the valley of Jehoshaphat east of the Kedro
34. Let Zadok the priest and
the prophet. Ilcre the priest and the proy
the regular minister and the evangelist, unite
anoint the new king, It is not quite certuin
all the Hebrew kings were thus inducted
office ;
exeept in a few eascs,

the ceremony of anointing is not mentioned
of Saul, David, Solon
Some think t
in cases where there wus

Jehuy Joashy, and Jehoahaz,
unointing was done onl
a question about the legality of the inaugu
When, however, a son sueceeded his father,
ing was not usual. At least, this is the teuel
of the Jewish rabbis. Prophets were somctiy
anointed (1 Kings 19, 16); also the high priests
(Exod, 40, 15). Blow ye with the trumpet,
So that the fuct might become generally kn
Whether this was always done when the ki
inaugurated is also an open question, It was
when Absalom assumed royal power (
as well as when Jehu was proclaimed king (2 Kings
sod save King Solomon, Thelle
+ % May the king Solomon live,” A cur
phrase like the English “Long live the ki
35. Then ye shall come up after him,
You shall lead the procession of Solomon's sup-
porters who were to bring him up to the roy
paluce on Zion. He shall come and sit upon
my throne. David wanted to wake sure of this
during his lifetime : he was driven to this byt
undue haste of Adonijuh, as well as by the e
treaties of Bathsheba and her follo . Wel
no meuns of knowing how long Solomon was ¢
regent with his father.  Prince over Israel
and Judah. Over the entire kingdom, so thit
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none should regard Adonjul o
tion. There were at ql) tites |
tween the tribes, especially between Judal and the
It required a great King like David or 8olo-
mon 1o unite them all and to keep them togetiior,
36. Benaiah . , , answered the
Senaialt was a great friend of Solomon,
firm and Joy

ruler of uny por-

wtty jealousies b

rest

al during the conspiraey of Adonij

and was subseque ntly rewarded by being mude

who had

mmander-in-chict s

Joined the party tijuh
Wiy Benaiah alone is "
clear, We must, however, remcmber that upon |

as captain of the host

y Tested the Tesponsi-
ler of the King. Amen,
" means true, sure, or, used wdver-
The English pl y 480 et it
expresses the Hebrew jdeq, The Lord, the
d of my lord the king, say so too. Tie
verb in the original is in the imperti
the clause may be freely rendered ;
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|
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2. God's kingdom rey
all the energy of man,

uires for its establishment
(Vers

-) God is able to
it hie
divine doctrines to 1

do without human ageney, |

| be his agents, Iy We want

| vail, we must preach them, 1f we want godlike

formed, we must do them, If we

want Christlike sacrifices to be made, we must make

them, I we want the Lord's I* yerto beanswered,

| God’s name to be hallowed, his Kingdom to conie,

| and his will to be done on carth as 1t is in heg \'«’n,

We must set to work ourselves toanswer it,  Euch

of us should he as good A warrior in our King's be-

| halfas was Benaiul, who offered his prayers and

| wiclded his sword with cqual promptitude and ef-
| fectiveness,

3o God's kingdom larmonizes the form and ex-
Periences of religion, Trye religion alw
aspects, the external and
is best represented by Z

has made us to

we-

deeds to he per
|

ays has two
the internul, thag which
adok, and that which is
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best represented by Nathan. Let the first tendeney | the British government compels the Hindi )
work exclusively, and we will develop ecelesinstic- | swear by the holy Ganges River, not by the ¢}

al form, cold and dry, enlivened only by supersti- | tian’s God, since they do not worship nor st d iy
yme braneh of the Chureh ot | awe of him, They are not allowed to ki

tion, Repeatedly

Christ has come underthe influence of Zadok with- | Bible,  An outh taken by Hindus, by Kissing i
out uny Nathan to guard it But ify on the other | Book, would not be of any worth,

hand, we allow the emotional part of religion to David’s oath was a solemn one. e d

wd to form and | that Solomon should succeed him to the t e,
jcism. Nuthan | but fearing that his purpose might be fius |

after his death, as the rebellion of Adonijah thron
ened even now, he determined to abdica

i T ¢

right to nume lissuccessor, absolutely wit ny

have full sway without any
pract cal gooduess,we shall have fid
will not do without Zadok, The Christian Church
requires all three—the prophet of God, whose di-
vine insight gathers from the me
nourishment for spiritual life the priest of God, |
who is eareful of all forms and ceremonies of reli-

tude in conduct ; and the soldier of

of grace | throne ut onee in Solomon’s favor,  Da
law or eustom requiring lis scleeting any 1 Vi
in particular,  No law of primogeniture o

sion governed the case.  Adonijah had no forl

gion and r

God, who proposes by divine help to conquer the ¢
world for his Master, claim to suceeed David as king, e was ti l-
4o God's kingdom brings confusion to the plans | cst living son, not the firstborn, but the fhinth

of David’s sons,  Neither was Solomon the first-
born,  Adonijah thought he had the popu
port of the people and might, by foree, now s
Limself on the throne.

David ealled his bodyguard to protect Solomon
till he should be safely seated on the throne,  This
bodygiard was composed of foreigners, and six

] hundred of them were in Benaial's palace o
|
|

of selfish men, For seltish men always neglect to

count God in their schemes,  They kuow they
have not his approval and they make the terrible
wring hin.,

mistake of'§

B. God's kingdom ushersin an era of peace and
prosperity,  All the promises of the beatitudes be- ‘
long to the citizens of the kingdom of God, |

ready for service as the king might order. They
were a picked regiment: holding the destiny of the

Orientalisnis of the Lesson.
he Ger-

king und the capital in their hands as

¥ 30 ARACEY; B:bs mans, being foreigners, served the Roman cmyprors,
and the Swiss guard served the Bourbons, — They
were told to place Rolomon on the king's own mule,

which was thesymbol of royalty,none being allowed

Verse No one in oriental lands is supposed |
to enter into the presence of a sovercign without |
being ealled by the King himself, 1t will be re- |

to mount the king's animal save himsclt, This

membered that not even might a wife come into
the room where the king was, and Esther knew
that she was violating that law at peril of her
life when to save her nation she went unsummoned
to carry personally her petition to Ahasucrus,

The Chinese emperor is held in such awe that not
even all the embussies of the powerful Christiun
nations combined were ullowed to see and talk
with lim, all business being conducted through
Chinese ofticinls, Noteven yet is it possible to guin
aceess personally by all the powerful potentates of
the world even when they meet to negotiate treu-
ties between their nations and China,

Perse 29, David had sworn that he would make
Solomon king after him,  David’s oath defines the
Supreme Ruler as the God who had delivered in
the perils of a long lite, There were muny phrases
commonly used by Iebrews to speeify what God
they were swearing by, such as *“The God of
Abraham julge,” * As the Lord liveth.”  The un-
derlying prineiple of the oath was * God do 80 to me

and more also,” which was understood to mean that
the party appealed to the highest deity known to
them, to send curses upon them suitable to their
perfidy, it they did not tell the whole truth or ful-
fill the pronuse made by them to another. The
heathen appealed to their own gods, just as in India

bodyguard wus to keep the peace while the cere-
as being conducted, We huve

mony of anointing v
recently seen the anointing of an emperor in the
coronation of the young Czar of all the Russis,
when the arehbishop took a feather, and, dip-
ping it in sucred oil, touched the mouth of the ci-
peror, his forcheud, his nostrils, his eyes, wnd lis
eurs, signitying that all he does, says, hears, and
thinks should be holy,

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

and containg

A corvonation, The crown of Engl
seventeen hundred  diamonds,  The crown of
Russin contains twenty-five hundred  diumonds.
The erown of Franee contains over flve tl
diamonds.  But the erown of the poorest of Godl's
suints is one solid gem, not to he compured for
beauty and value with all the diamonds in the
world; for the Lord of hosts is for a crown of
glory and for a diadem of beauty to the residueof
his people.

The believer's coronation will be *“u crown of
beuuty " (Ezek. 16, 12) 5 ** a erown of gold ™ (Rev
4, 4); “a crown of rightcousness’ (2 Tin, 4.8
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“a crown of life” (James 1, 12,
rejoicing " (1 Thess, 2. 19) }
(1 Peter 5. 4).— Bowes,

“uerown of glory

Eraltation brings responsibility. The pastor of

alittle chureh was complaining to John Brown of
Haddington that he had such small congregation,
while Mr, Brown had such 4 lurge one.  To which
dobn Brown replied, * You may be sure that you
have a8 many souls in Your charge as you will eare
touccount for in the day of judgment,”

*Lhuve often thought,” suid
man, *that the difference between my conchman
and myself is not great. We yre both stewards,
I directed him to get an inside place for me and «
Place outside for himself. 1o was used to the one
and Iwas used to the otlher, We accomplished the
journey in the sume time and ulmost with equal
comfort. 8o, at the end of life, the master and
servant will be equally accountable to Him who is
Lord of all. The property will be all gone, An-
other question to eacli will be, * What use have you
made of it? Hand over the aceount.' 1 shall
have u long aecount to render, my scrvant a shorg
one."”

Eraltation is attended with danger. The engle
arrics the shell-fish high up into the air, knowing
that the full will erush it to atoms, So the devil
would exalt me, only to cause my erushing fall,
Nosooner hud he raised Jesus to the top of' a high
pinnacle than he gave the command, * Cast thyselt
down.”  Aguin and ugain the message has come to
us from the lips ot dying men, “My prosperity has
been my ruin.” The devil will gladly help our
exaltation if only it will cause the greater fall,

a Christian gentle-

Before the Class,
BY GEORGE w, PIA!I, E8q.

Iutroduction. Have the class recall as much as
they can of the rebellion under Absulom, and the
results of that rebellion to Absalom himself and to
David.  Bring out the general outline of th, plot
of Adonijuli to usurpthe throne. Show the cireum-
stances that made the present time o fuvorable one
for Adonijah’s purpose.  Question on the points of
resemblance between the conspiracy of' Adonijah
and that of Absalom. Show the rexemblanees and
the contrasts in the two characters—Absalom and
Adonijah ; they were both attractive, vain, erafty,
wd ambitious; but one was eowardly and the
other courageons, They were both well loved by
their father David (1 Kings 1. 6), although he was
blind to their faults, but fell through their wicked
ambition.  Reeall the previous relations of Nuthan
with David (2 Sam, 7, 1-175 12, 1-15). What part

did Nathan play in the present crisis?  Deseribe
his plan of uetion, How suceessful was the plan?
Development of the text, David was an old mun

3 Yaerown of
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this time (1 Kings 1. 1), but still full
¢ ue

of energy,
s ut once. Note the Promptness and de-
cision. Bathsheba was called. Nathan's plan wus
working well, for it was g good plan in u righteous

at
1

cause. Who was Buthsheba ¢
David made to her? (See 1 Chron, g2, =16,
These things were told Bathsheba ut somo time
not reeorded.) Note David’s remembrance of his
promise made probably years before, A memory
for promises mude—what an excellent thing! But
this is only the beginuing—the best is coming,
The promise is repeated to Bathsheba, and David
at ence proceeds to carry out his design of anoint-
ing Solomon.  Who are called to this work ? Why
those three? But by whom was the actual anoint-
ing to be done? Yes, by God’s representative,
Solomon was to reign as the anointed of God, The
best we now see—that David is not only a maker
of promises, but one who is fuithful to fulfill them
to the letter. Solomon 8oes to Gilon riding on
the king’s mule. What special significance in this,
if any? At Gihon he is anointed by the priest
with the holy oil from the tabernacle. The king's
commands are carricd out, the trumpets are bloyw n,
and all the people shout, “God save King Solo-
mon!"  So Solomon isanointed and reigns in asso-
ciation with his father until Duvid’s death, a few
months later,

Specifie application. We have a series of lessons
this quarter ubout David and Solomon, two of
Israel's greatest kings.  One of the lessons in
to-duy’s selection of verses is that of faithfulness to
one’s promises, Though David was old and well
stricken in years,” he faithtully fulfilled to the
letter the promises made to Bathsheba years before,
The world needs to-day men and women who are
thoughtful in making promises and fuithful in keep-
ing them. To have it said of us, *“ His word is us
@ood as his bond,” is something we should prize,
Cultivate then the habit of thoughtfulness in malk-
ing and faithfulness in keeping Ppromises, be they
ever so small, and without regard to whom they
are made,

Another thought for us in to-day’s lesson is that
of the fuithfulness of God in carr: ng out all his
Promis David found God fuithful to his prom-
ises, for when he repented of his great sin peace
came to his troubled and distressed soul, (Sec
verse 20, and compare Psalm 3¢, 55 1 John 1, 9.)
This experience of David will be the experience
of wll those who trust in God’s promises. Ile has
promised that we shall be Kings and priests unto
him,  God's representative set apart Solomon for
the throne. So to-day he calls us to service for
him, and sets us apart from the world as g ¢ royul
priesthood, a peculiar people,” and bids us “ come
out from among them and be separate . . , and
touch not the unclean thing: and I will receive
you."  And as David was faithful to his promises,
0 will God be faithful to the many he has made

What promise had
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us, it we but eluim those promises and fulfill the r
conditions upon which they were made. |

I'wo things, then, for us to remember: 1. Be
thoughtful in promising and fuithtul in excenting
promises; and 2. Walk in the ways of the Lord,
keeping his charge, and trusting in his promises,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

It would be a good plan to show to the school a
map of the world, and mark the pluce of Pulestine
on it: then to show how in the events of that lit-

tle land were involved the religious destiny of all
the carth....Take up the lesson historieally, and
show: (1) The purties in the court—their plans

The
on
in its spiritual aspeets, and show, first, Is at
this stage of the history as the land representing
the kingdom of God. Call attention to the fact
thut in the strife of parties in the politicul Isracl,
God was reigning in the interest of his own spirit-
second line of thought: Solomon,
the king of Israel, a type of Christ, the true son of
David....Thus the two spiritual themes to be
sought for in this lesson are: (1) The kingdom of
God: (2) The king of God's kingdom. Let the
teucher find and present these, giving but brief
space to the merely historieal part of the lesson.. .,
Solomon stands in Bible history (in his official re-
lution rather than in his personal charucter) as u
type of Christ : (1) A divinely chosen king: (2) A
promised King; (3) A duly ancinted King: (4) An
enthroned king; (5) A victorious king; (6) A

and leaders; (2) The plot of Adonijah; (¢
coronation of Solomon. ... Then take up the lc

ual Israel,,

gracious king,

No. 1.
Come, thou almighty King.
Praise for his excellent greatuess,
0, let us be glad.
Saviour, b d Saviour.

|
OPTIONAL HYMNS, ‘
[

Jesus shall roign, '

No. 2.
Jesus, thou everlasting King, |
Give ye to Jehovah, J

O join with the we ping angels. |

We come thy praise to sing.
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,

References.

Ver, 88: Cherethites and Pelethites, 287,

Ver. 39: Coronation ceremonies, 3463 the trumpet |

(shophar), 447,

Blackhoard.

BY J. T. HARTNAGEL, E8Q.
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BY GEORGE W, PEASE, ESQ.

THE KING AND HIS KINGDOM

DAVID | JESUS
THE KING
EMEMBERS
EGARDS
HIS PROMISE
THAT
SOLOMON | ALL DISCIPLES

SHOULD BE

‘ KINGS
PRIESTS
JOINT-HEIRS

OF HIS KINGDOM.

“Come . . . inherit the kingdom prepared for
you."

KING

Freeman’s Hanosook. Ver. 81: Oriental bow- !
|
|

THE KING’'S CHARGE
TO
SOLOMON | ME
"“KEEP THE CHARGE
OF THE
LORD THY GOD
TO WALK IN HIS WAYS."

“‘Guide thine heart in the way.”

Oct. 11.]
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. S
B.C. 1014.) LESSON II. SOLOMON’S WISE CHOICE. [Oct, 11,
GOLDEN TEXT., The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,. Psalm 111, 10,

Authorized Version. | Revised Version,
1 Kings 3. 5-15, 1 "f"”’“"‘ to memory verses |8 In Gib'e-on the Lorn appeared to 8ol'o-mon in
9
11,12,  dream by night': and God said, Ask what 1

[Read chupter 3, |
5 In Gib'e-on the Loun ippeared to Sol'o-mon
in a dreamn by mght : and God suid, Ask what |

6 shall give thee. Aud Sol'o-mon suid, Thou
hast showed unto thy servant Dy'vid my futher

shall give thee, areat kindness, uecording us I walked before
ice n tr L in rightcousness, an -

6 And N“] =101 .\Ili\l. 'I"l“ll ll:\\f .‘ll"\\\"l unto ””l i truth, M I8 ]_]>]H W . und o “I
thy servant Da'vid my futher great merey, gecor| rightness of heart with thee ; un thou hast

ing as he walked before thee in trutll, and in Kept tor him this great kinds
teousness, and in uprightness of lurt with i

thee s und thou hast kept for hin this great Kind-
ness, that thou hust given him ason to sit on his i :
thirone, ax it és this day, ade thy servant ki
# W but o Bttle of

+ that thou hust
s it is this
+ thou hust
of Da'vid my

given him a son to sit on hist}

Tday, And now, O Lonn my (

st

futher: 4

: 1 know not
me . And thy servant is

7 And now, O Lonrn my God, thou hast made

thy servant king instead of Du'vid iy futher: and

8 how to

Law but w little ehild : 1 know not o to wo out or i the People which thou hast
come in, chosen, a great people, that cannot b numbered

S And thy servant és in the midst of thy p Y nor counted for muititude,  Give thy scrvant
which thou hast chosen, a greut Preople, that cannot therefore an understanding 1eart to judge thy
be numbered nor counted tor tiultitude, £ 2

People, that T may d - between good and

 Give therefore thy servant an understanding who is judge this thy great
heart to judge thy peo ey that 1 muy d | g " M i
tween and im.f; 1!‘1' who is able't And the d the Lord, that
ti ta people ? mon hLad g And God

the spooch pleased to Toiel. it ol suld unto him, ,”w“ Last i}\\'nl] this
id asked this thing, thing, and hust not asked for thyself long life ;
11 And God said unto him, Beey neither hast asked riches for 1l yaelfy nor Lust
avked this thing, und hast not asked for thyselt' | isked the lite of thine enemies: but hust asked
g life: neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor tor thyself understunding to disec ™ judgment ;
liast asked the life of thine enemies but hast asked | 19 ,, lie
for thyselt understanding to disecrn Judgment ;

wse thou hast

WL T have done aceording to thy word: lo,
Fhave given thee o w
heart 3 so that then

and un widerstan

Behiold, T have done aceording to thy word :
have given thee a wise and an under
heurt s xo that there was none like thee b
neither after thee shall uny arise like unto t

ith been none like thee
before thee, neither ufier thee s

13 like unto thee, And I have
that whicl thou hast not wed,
yso that there sl be any wmong

Kings like unto thee, all thy days, And if

all any arise

also given thee

b riches and

13 Aud 1 have also given thee that w hich thou
ust not wsked, both riches, and honor: so that
there shall not be any among the Kings like unto
thee ull thy days,

thou wilt walk in my ways, to Keep iy statutes
14 And if thou wilt wulk in my ways, to keep | and my commundments, as thy father Da'vid
ny S and my conmandments, as” thy father s, And
Ditvid did walk, then 1 will lengthen thy d; 1 1 1 "
v Lo-mon uwoke, and, behold, it was o dream

st

15 did walk, then I will lengthen thy
N

15 And Sol'o-mon awok
dream. - And he came to

and beliold, i was o |

and he ean =rwsa-lem, and stood before

tiefiro the ark of the fthe Lo [ theark of the covenant of the Loww, und offered

welore ark o d y %

fered up burnt offerings, and offered up burnt offerings wnd offered peace offirings,
d made a feast 1o Lhis scrvant

1S servants, and made a feast

TIME.—B. C. 1014 (). PLACE.—G
alrancient oity, five miles northwest of Jerusalen,
Itwas g @ el place,” almost as lioly, in the
popular estimation, as Jerusalem afterward be- {
cune Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,

HOME READINGS,

AL Solowion’s Wise ¢ l’”ml'[ R - No. 345, New Canadian Hymnal,
«h,

) LESSON HYM)

No. 210, New Canadian Hymnal.

T, The choice of Moses,

W, Joshua's choiee,  Josl, ¢
Ti. The excelleney of wisdon, A
£ Which to choose.  Deut. 30, 11-20, |

Righteousness the first choiee, 1 Tim, 6. 6-18,
8. The best knowledge, I’hil, 8. 1-1 i Oh, happy day that fixed my choice.

| Lord, I care not for riches

No. 231, New Canadian Hymnal,
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QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.

1. Solomon’s Request, v,
Who appeared to Solomon ?

Where ¥ Tow ?
Was this dream a real occurrence ¢ (Verse 15.)
What other instance ean you find of God's reve-
Find five ; two in Gene-
sis, one in Judges, two in Matthew,

For what purpose had Solomon gone to Giheon ?
(Verse 4,)

How came he to be king instead of David's old-
est son ¢ (Tell the story very briefly.)

What kind command did God give
a dream ¢

What did Solomon say about his father?

In what respeet did his own relig
differ from his tuther's ! (Verse 3.)

What should be the character of u king ?
23. 3.)
What did Solomon say about his own station and
wisdom? (VerseT.)

What about the people? (Verse 8.)

What is the character that Solomon as king suys
he desires !

For what particular reason did he desire wisdom ?

What is the first step in true wisdom ! (GoLpeN
Text.)

lation through dreams ¢

Solomon * in

2. God’s Answer,v. 10-15,

How did God regurd the king's word ?

What desirable thing had Solomon not sought ?

What answer was made to his request ¢

What more was given that he had not usked ?

What promise of Jesus is thus illustrated ¢ (See
Matt. 6, 33.)

On what condition was long life promised ?

Solomon died aged about sixty; what commen-
tary does the fuet furnish on verse 14/

Where did the king go, and what did he do?

What judgment proved the king's wisdom?
(Verses 16-28,)

What promise of wisdom does God give us? (See
James 1, 5.)

What has been the common experience of men
who have sought God 7 (Jer, 20, A

What werd of the Lord Jesus is likeit? (John
16. 24.)

Practical Teachings.
fid says, ** Prayerisonly idle words ;
ys, ** Ask of me, and 1 will give,”

2. The world says, ** Do what you will, you can-
not die till your time comes:” but God says,
“ Keep my statutes ; 1 will lengthen thy days.”

3. Solomon began well ; he was humble, devout,
sincere,  Let us learn the value of right beginnings.
But he showed his one weakness at the heginning
—the love of display (verse 4). It wus the leak in
the dike,

4. Let us learn the lesson of self-exumination,
“For who ean understand his errors?”  Let us
pray, ** Cleanse thou me fromsecret taults,”

[Oect. 11.

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. To esteem God's promises 2

To seck the best gifts ¢

3. To obey God’s law ?

2

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 5«9,

Wihere did the Lord appear to Solomon ? For
what was Gibeon noted ¢

6. On what did Solomon buse his petition ?

7. Why did he believe God would help b 2

8. How was he as a little ehild?  Mention som
of the dithiculties which he had to meet.

9, Why did he ask wisdom?

2. Verses 10«15,

10, Why did Solomon’s request please God ¢

11, In a like cuse what would most others have
usked ?

12, For what did God’s gift fit him ?

13. Did God give him more than he asked?
What was promised as to s greatness ¢

14, Ddes God make all his promises without cor
ditions 7 Why was the promise of long life not
fulfilled ?

15, How did S8clomon show his gratitude ¢ W Lt
did his otferings represent !

Teachings of the Lesson..

Early in lite we should take Christ as our
openly acknowledge him, The best wisdom is
not guined out of books or learned from teachers
Better choose what is right than what is pleasint.
True knowledge will make us humble. Religion
tends to insure outward prosperity.  The young
should be thankful that they can offer a whole lite
to God,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLA

Tlow long did King David rule over Isruel?
Forty years,

Who was the next king ?

Whom did Solomon try to be like?

In what was he difterent ?

Where did David offer his sacrifices?

Why ought Solomon to have followed his futher's
example in this?

Which was the great high place ?

What were set up at Gibeon ?

Who came to Solomon there, and how ?

What did the Lord say to him?

For what did Solomon ask !

Why was the Lord pleased with this?

How did he show that he was pleased ?

To whom does the Lord give great blessings! To
those who put his work first.

Oct. 11,
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i SR
What did Solomon do when he eame back to Thi
Jerusalem ! God has ehosen me ; have [ chosen Lim?
What should we scek first? The Kingdom God is pleased when 1 think first how [ ean help,
of God, God always gives more than I usk,

LESSON OUTLINE.
The Choice of a Lifetime.

L AN OrrERED CorcE, IV, A Wisk Criorce,
God said, Ak, v, 3, An understanding heart, v, 9,
Ye shall ask what yewill. John 15, 7, Happy... that findeth w dom,  Prov, 3. 13,
What would ye that I should do? Mark 10, 84, Lack wisdom. .. .uxk of God.  Junes 1. 5,
I A Kine’s Crioe, Vo AN Accerrante Crog E.
Hast made thy servant king, v, ¥, [ The specch pleased the Lord, v, 10,
Washed us. . . .made us Kings,  Rev, 0 Not as pleasing wen, but....God, 1 Thess,

A chosen  generation, royul  priesthood, 1.

1 Peter 2, 9, Working in You....well-pleasing, b, 18, 22,
T A Youxe Max's Criorer, VI A REwanrben Crion K.
Lam but a little child, . Given thee that, ., not asked, v, 13,
Yot young and tender, 1 Chiron, 29, 1, Al these things. . . .added, Matt. 6. 33
Who is sutticient 7 2 Cor, 2, 15, Trust in the Lord....shalt be fed, m 37,3

IIXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement,

The reign of Solomon began with a great religious serviee, which was the last ever celebrated at the
<oors of the old tubernacle, It took pluce at the hcight of Gibeon, six miles north of Jerusalem, where
for a generation the sucred tent and the brazen altar had stood, while the urk of the covenunt was resting
HEIS temporary shrine on Mount Zion. At Gibeon were sembled all the nobles of the realn, and o
thousand burnt ofterings smoked upon the ancient altar, while the trumpets of' the Levites accompanied
the chunting of the pralms of David, Under the splendor of the outward rites, truc worship was not
wanting.  Day after day the Young kin mtinued iy prayer before the altar, and ut night the spirit of'
communion with God entered into his dreams, e seemed to sce the form of Jehoval by his bedside, and
4 Voiee bade him muke his choice for life. Il was a youth, with youth's ficry blood throli
veius, with the world's visions rising in his sky 5 yet his choice was not of outw
choose now, and as most men chose then ; it was not of pleasure, or of weultl), or of prosperity, He re-
menbered the mighty trusy reposed to his eure, and forgetting himselt, asked tor wisdom to exeente
It Ouly ene higher choice eould he have nude, the aspiration after God, the highest good, and likeness
to liis character, The King of kings aceepted the decision of the Young monarch, and wel] pleased,
Iromised that it should he granted.  Wisdom should be his, and as its result would eome prosperity,
ind riches, and honor, One hing only wus given of his eer, in the admonition to walk in the ways
HGod, and gain thereby long life and enduring suceess, e vision fuded, and Solomon knew that it
Was o dream.  Yet it was o drean whicl revealed the Young king's charucter, and pointed onward to his

“destiny,

ving in his
ard things, as most men

Verse 5. In Gibeon
north of Jer
tabernaele we

A hilltop six miles but he gave him the privilege, as a test of Lis ¢l
em, where the ancient altar and | acter, and as . lesson to other
tanding in the duys of Solomon, wight are arten the reflection ¢
Hither Solomon had come to offer sacrifices, when | (2) Every young man, like
the Lord spoke to him, The Lord appeared, choice of an ideal in life.

Solomon’s mind had been uplifted by the devo- G, Solomon said, 1. rests his petition upon
tons of the day, and ut night his thoughts were still | the merey which God had shown to his ﬁuhcr_
fised upon the stibject of his prayer s and in his | which now encourages him to ask like blessings,
oS God met him, In a dream. This was Unto thy servant David . , ., great mercy,
bt one of the many forms in which God had made David God had given prosperity success, wide
bimselt known before the full revelation of Lis will conquests, and a scttled empire, Walked before
o the Scriptures,  Ask what I shall giye, thee in truth, David hag indeed served God
God knew both Solomon’s needs and his desires, | with an earnest heart, e had sinned, but his

(1) Our dreams by
"our thoughts hy day.

Solomon, makes his own
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had not asked for himself, his own

erimes were such as no other oriental monureh
or what a young mun would be upt

would have considered worthy of notic ul his | prosperity
Intruth. Iu  choose. Long lifes  Ever regarded as o bl
the sineere obedience to truth as it was revealed to | ing, even in the troubles of our earthly stut

him. This great Kindness . « . a son. In  Riches for thyselfe  Which most men now
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CORITICAL NOTES,

No one who desires to gain un intellig :nt idea of
Solomon’s life and times should fai] to rewd every
verse of the first cleven chapters of this book, as
well as the paralle] Passages in Necond Chronicles,
Be sure, theref ¢, to read the preceding chupter
before commencing the study of this lesson,

Verse 5. Gibeon, T)is wus the chief city of
the Hivites, situated about six miles northwest of
Jerusalem.  “I'he deceit practiced by the Gibeonites
upon Joshua is well known to every Bible student
(Josh. 9. 4, #.). When the land was divided among
the tribes Gibeon fell to the Benjaminites, It is
very probuble that Gibeon had o sanctuary from
very ancient times, According to the purallel ye-
countin 2 Chron, 1. 1-6, we find that the tabernacle
und the brazen altay were at Gibeon, though the
ark was at Jerusalem, Zudok, a grent friend of
the young king, might have influenced him to have
these solemn serviees at the sunctuary where he

ted as high priest, The Lord appeared to
Solomon,  The sucrifice of athousand burng offer-
ings must have produced a gregg impression upon
the people, for it at onee illustrated the religious
character as well us the magnificence of the new
king. This act showed his fuith in God and de-
pendence upon him, and must have been cspecially
pleasing to the priests, In adream. God often
revealed his will by means of visions and dreams
(Gen, 20, 8; 31,10, 7., 41, 25, Compare also Num,,
12,651 Sam, 28, 6,15; Matt. 1. 20, and ety 16, 9),
Though it was customary at one time for the Al-
fighty to communicate with men througl dreg,
tioone has the right nowaduys for expeeting
divine revelation in this manner.  And yet us greqt
duan as Franklin believed that he was superngt-
urally warned in dreams, Ask what T shal
give thee, Men generally ask for wiut they most
desire, but God gives those things which will do
the most g Our Father in heaven still says to
every one of his children, “Ask, and it shall he
given you.”  Blossed is he who will ask for God's

inee, and who will fieeept it when it comes, no
ttter in what form,

6. Thou hast showed unto thy servant
David great Kindness.  Solonion rec
the hand of God in the affuirs of Dyvid,
his prayer in grateful acknowledgment of having

ha pious father, According as he walked |
before thee jn truthe  God cannot hjess those |
Who disregard the truth, David was not g perfeet |

man, nevertheless the mainspring of a1l s thoughts
ud actions wag toward the right and good. Let
"0 one judge David in the light of the Just hult
of the nineteenth century, but rather by the stund-
and of morality in his day. Had David bec noa
better 1yun God could have given him greater
blessi Thou hast given him a son to sit
o0 his throne, T, have an heir to inherit one's

Possessions and to perpetuate the fumily name was,
in the East, deemed i great blessing and o marked
token of God's favor.  David had been sorely
afflicted in his children, Ammon, having dishon-
ored iy sister, wus killed by her brother, Alsg-
lom in his turn was killed by Joah, Adonijah at
the very last proclaimed himself king contrary to
David's will, How terribly fulfilled wys the sen-
tence pronounced by Nathan: ¢7), sword shall
never depart,” cte, (See 2 Sam, 19, 10, 1)

7. And now, O Lord my God, thou
hast made thy servant king, Ie has no
doubt us to his divine appointment. God w1i]l
*riseth up one and putteth down another,”  [lo
has a plan and o place for everyone; blessed is ho
who is conscious of following Gud’s plan, I am
but a little child, The Hebrew word rendered
fehild " in thiy place does not help us in fixing the
e of Solomon, since it js used of tender infants,
of youths as well gy of adults, and even old people,
e was probably between o hteen and twenty-
two, though Josephus suys fourteen, [In chapter
11. 4, we read that Solomon was old, but in verse 42
of the sume chapter that he ruled forty years. Thus
the chronological references to Solomon are few and
indefinite, To EO out or come in, T}« isa
chrrent phrase for attending to one’s duties in
everyday life, (See Num. 27, 17; Josh, 14, 11;
1 8am, 18, 13, and often,)

8. A great People that cannot be nime
bered. Tiis cannet be taken literally. 1 simply

uns that he ruled over g very lurge number of
subjeets, e doubtless hud in mind the promises
made to Abraham (G 0. 13. 16 and 15, 5), For
the population of Isryel and Judah, when the census
was tuken by Danicl through Joab, see 2 Sum. 29, 4,
and 1 Chron, 21, 5, 6, Such an exaggcrated w ay of
*peaking was common to all people,

9. An mnl(-r%lnnding heart, Literally, ¢4
heart of hiearing,” a heart which listens to w isdom

| and knowledge (2 Chron, 1. 10), The eptuagint

paraphrases thus: + A heart to hear and Jjudge thy
people in rightcousness,” To judge thy people,
He did not dexire w isdom for his own glorification,
but in order to administer the duties of a king in
such a way that the nation under God's blossiy ¢
could prosper, [In carly times the king als

Judge, the supreme court of the state (1 Bam. 8. 5,
20, See also the verses immediately follow ing this
lesson), Discern between good and evil, >,
man can do this successfully without the uig of'
God’s Holy Spirit, and no one needs such aid more
than he who rules over others and has to decide
controversies between those under him, How many
good men with poor judgment have been made
the mere tools of the erafty and cunning flutterer !
Great people, ') word rendered “great" in this
place is us ually translated, as in the murgin of the
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Revised Version, *“ hieavy 3" henee, some have con-
cluded that the 1dea of unmanageableness or diffi-
culty of control is suggested, but the ordinary word
for *great” is found in the parallel passage (2Chron,
1. 10).

10. And the speech pleased the Lord.
Solomon asked for such wisdom as would make
him helpful to others. The Lord is always pleased
with the unselfish, and with those who ecarnestly
pray to become so.

11. Hast not asked for thyself long
life. Most men desire long life and great riches,
but what is long life without divine guidance, and
what are riches without God’s blessing? The life
of thine enemies. A good man in our age
might pray for long life, and even for riches, but
not for the life of his enemies.  Solomon’s enenics
were those hostile to his rule, and as Solomon re-
garded himself as God's representative on the earth,
80 he might have considered his enemies the foes
of Jehovah as well.  Adonijah would be r
as his enemy, so also Hadad and Rezor (1 Kings 14
und 22), Understanding to discern judge
ment,or, more literally, *“ to hear judgment ; * that
is, know how to listen attentively to the cases brought
before him, so as to be able to pronounce a just
sentence. Others think that it may refer to the
duty of listening to the voice of God, which would
lead him unerringly in ail his decisions,

12. A wise....heart, It must be remem-
hered that the Hebrews most commonly make the
hieart the scat of the intelleet or of thought rather
than of the emotions. (See next lesson, 1 Kings 4.
29-84.) Nevertheless Solomon asked for more than
intellectual guidance. Wisdom aecording to the
Hebrew conception was something the same as
what we understand by moral seience, or, indeed,
practical religion. There hath been none like
thee before thee. If this is to be limited to the
kings of Israel there is no difficulty in understand-
ing it.  But why should the words be so limited !
Considering his age and opportunities he asecnded
the very pinnacle of fame, and had he eontinued to
live in the fear of Jehovah, he might have aseended
very much higher; but, alas, he fell into sin; he
forsook God: he turned from the great fountain of
life and wisdom § therefore God could not bless
Lim as greatly as if he had remained perfect,
God's blessing cannot rest upon the wicked.

13. I have also given thee that which
thou hast not asked. Those who first scck the
kingdom of God will reccive all smaller gifis
(Matt, 6. 53). Riches and homor. (Sce next
lesson.)

14. If thou wilt walk. FEverything is con-
ditional,  All depends upon Solomon, as, in our
times, upon the man himself. As thy father
David. David's life was not always excmplary,
but he always struggled hard to reach the goal. 1le
no sooner sinned than he repented hLeartily, so that

. [()(‘l‘ 11,

the Junguage here used is perfectly justifiahle,
Then I will lengthen thy days. Soloo,
broke fuith with God and died when about sixty
years of uge.  Josephus, however, says that lie wus
cighty at the time of his death.

15. It was a dream. If God chose to co-
municate with Solomon through a dream the reve-
lution was none the less real. He came to Jerne
salem. lcoftered burnt offerings here, alsoin tle
tent before the ark of the covenant, as an expres-
sion of his gratitude for the glorious revelation at
Gibeon, Iere peace offerings were offered as well,
for it waus to be a season of national rejoicing, a
great social event in which all his servants join,
We may say thut this second saerifice is not wen
tioned in the Book of Chronicles. No reason can
be assigned for this omission,

Thoughts for Young People,

The Purpose of Life.

Ve Every youny man, like Solomon, early forms

al of (ife. Often this is done only half-con-

sciously, and muny a youth and maiden would Le

puzzled to define their ideals.  Nevertheless no

human being lives without an ideal; and they

have already bidden farewell to nobility of cliurae-
ter who donot purpose and strive to attain it

2. The purpose of life should be chosen in the
sight of God, and with direct vefevence to his will.
The God who made us made all things, 1f there
are any laws in the natural or the spiritual world,
he made those luws,  We are parts of the universal
system.  Ilow ean we obtain suecess if we bogin
our activities out of harmony with God's law ! For
God's laws are not legislative acts; they are fun-
damental principles oflife. 1o who disregards the
divine will in forming his ideal is a diseo Tt
strain in the harp, a cause of failure to himself, of
trouble to others, and of sorrow to God.

8. Our purpose of life should be formed in view
of our responsibilities.  'The greatest responsibilities
of our lives come to us without our choice, We
have no more to do with them than we have to do
with the seleetion of our height or the eolor of our
hair.  God gives them to us, and we should gladly
take them from his hand as meuns to do his serv-
ice.  And all our ideals and purposes should be
formed with these vesponsibilities in full view, Let
us make the choice of our lives worthy of our
station,

4. Thefundamental purpose of life should be to
cquip ourselves with that comprehensive wislom
whick shall fit us for «ll details of lifework.

Be The realization of a noble purpose in life wil
depend upon the fidelity with which it is pursued.
(Verse 14.)  Remember that the tortoise wou the
ruce against the hare,
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Orientalisms of the Lesson,
Solomon's kingdom was v
Hehrew part of the Populution was numbered
erul times in the history of the nution,
after eseaping from Egy
for the purpose of r
and nearly a y,

The
sev-
Presently,

Mty census was taken chiefly
ng money for the tabernacle,
ar later it was tuken again with the

extensive,

additional Purpose of finding out the numher of

fighting men, In bot), instances the number was
about 600,000 men, Thirty-cight Years later the
census showed about the same number,  There wys
no other formal numbering of' tl¢ nation till the
timeof David, when the tota] number of males ahoye
twenty y
vleted the census of David, counting fore
remnants of the eonquered nations resident jn
Pulestine, They numbered 153,600, and were en-
ployed in forced lubor ¢ n his great architeetural
works,  But the daw guthered for the ends in view
would not show the number of persons in the realm,
for beyoud the males enrolled, all was estimg d
The oriental world has never taken a census, as we
use that term,  Evyep Great Britain had no census
of this sort till within this century, the number of
inhabitants being only
cmpire does still,

s of age was 1,500,000, Solomon com-

igners and

guessed at, us the Chinese
The census for the purpose of
taxation or for military necessities docs not neces-
surily demand an enrollment of all the individuals

country. Tt is a little diffien]y for us to realize
this in the United States, where the entire count
of the entire population, men, women, and chil-
dren, is the basis of representation of civil and
political rights, and of the
It was true enough that Solonon could not count
the people under his direct and indircet govern-
uent: though this phrase may have
cal one,

destinies of the nution,

been a rhetor-

By Way of Illustration,

Prayer  for divine guidance, Cromwell, Von
Moltke, Havelock, .-unlquhixwtnn, asrulers of men,
submitted their difficultic to God and asked for
guidanee,  During that terrible winter gt Vulley
Washington was found on his knees in the
forest, praying nestly for help in those perilous
A Quaker who overheard the prayer said to
bis wife, ¢ Though 1 believe not
O man who prays like
known that Lineoln said
the dark days of the war,
silility is o heavy,
unt you to

Forge,

tinies,
in war, the eause
that must prevail,” Itis
to Ili.xlmp.\‘huymn.Iurimz
*This burden of respon-
I must have divine help, 1
Pray with me.” And while the
Bishop prayed, the leader of the nation and of the

knelt and responded heartily to the curnest
Jetition,

When the sentry saw a hundkcrchivf[\‘inz out-
side Generg) Gordon’s tent, he knew that Gordon
Was alone with God in that Soudan tent must
ot be disturbed,

CHHOO0L By NNER.

—

Imitate little children, who, as they with one
hand  hold fust to their father, with the other
guther berries along the roudside : 80 you, gathering
und handling the goods of this world with one
hand, must with 1he other always hold fust to the
hand of your heavenly Futher,

God will guide those who trust him, When
stars, first created, start forth upon their vast ciy-
cuits, it they were conscious, they might despair
u!'nminl:niuingllu-irnrlri(\rhruu;:hc'uuinqumw. But
without hands or arms,
king drives them
rounds without

ords or bands, the solur
unharnessed on their mighty
# single misstep, and in perfect
time.  Now, if'the sun, which is hut 4 thing driven
itself, ean do this, shall not [le who created the
heavens be able to hold us ?

God adds earthly viches to wisdom. This lesson
is & splendid comment on the verse, “8eek ye first
the kingdom of God and lis righteousness, and ql]
these things shall be g lded unto you,” A1, ave
young soldier to be rewarded wys told by his king
to choose any gift of the realm which he ight
He thought first to ask for gold or 4
promise to rule, and they remembered that if L
asked for the hand of the King's daughter he would
inherit, not only gold and glory, but the entire
kingdom, 8o the believer in Cliist, with him,
inherits all things, e has promisc of the life that
now is, as well us that which is to come,

A successtul business man in New York said ;
*Every good thing in my life has come
my connection with God und |is people, When
a little friendless fo dgner in the great city, 1
found Jesus in g tiission Sunday school, T found
immedia ly afterward o position, 1 found friends,
aw ul position, blessed companionships,

¥ good thing came from

A poor cobbler Pt God and his kingdom first
and God guve him the supreme honor of estublish-
ing a Christian iission in
Christ is known the
known and honored,

God gives us better things,
not riches, honors,
these

please,

through

getting Jesus first,”

India, so that wherever
name of  William Cary is

The Gospel mentions
beauty, pleasures, It passes
over in silence, which yet the Old Testament
everywhere makes promise of, They were then
children, and God pleased them with the promise
of these toys und playthings. But in the Gospel
lie has shown us e has provided some better things
for us—thj 28 spiritual and heavenly,

The keyword or the book of Hebrews i ¢ 1y tter,”
A dozen times that worl The author
suys that God gave good gifts to his peopie in the
past, but under the Gospel, * how much better,”

oecurs,

—

References,

Freeman., Ver, 13 The ark n!’(lwm\'c'.nn!,

U142 the burnt offering, 151 ; the peace offering, 156,
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Blackboard.

BEGINNING OF WISDOM.
FEARING GOD.

CONTINUANCE OF WISDOM.
FOLLOWING GOD.

END OF WISDOM.
FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.

‘“This is the way, walk ye in it."

WISE CHOOSING.

THE LORD SAYS

TO

SOLOMON

** Ask what I shall
give thee."

ALL MEN.

‘“Come, for all things
are ready."”

SOLOMON CHOOSES SHALL I CHOOSE

WISDOM WORLD
NOT NOT
RICHES. CHRIST?

CHOOSE YE THIS DAY.

Before the Class,
Introduction,
cipul events recorded as coming between the
lesson and the present one :

Rupidly puss in Review the prin-
lust
(a) David’s charge to

1 Solomon to walk in God’s ways; (6) His ¢l

| conecrning Joab, the sons of Barzillai, and 8}iin,
(¢) The erafty plotting of Adenijah against
mon (I Kir L 13, 3 (d) The sentence of Ay
thar; (¢) The deathof Joab; (£) The punishiion
and death of Shimei; (g) Solomon’s marriage ;
General statement of his eonduet (1 Kings 3,

These fucts show both David and Selomon i

rather unfavorable light, but at the same tine
be made instructive to the elass as instances o
retribution, God’'s laws eannot be broken w

| meeting due punishment, and some of God's w

8 2, 13-25

| ings are here exemplified.  As a man sows o st
he reap. The lesson to-day presents Solomon iy 4
much fuirer light. The intervening events
| servethe teacher asa dark background aguinst whic
bring out in brighter colors and elearer outlines ti
character of Solomon as seen in to-day’s lesson
Development of the tert. Solomon by
kingly career in the right way. The beginning f
| Solomon's wisdom is here shown, for * the fear
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Deseribi tl¢
great saerificial feast at Gibeon. Why did he ¢o
What happened to him there? Wiy
Note God's w
ingness to give, and speak of his power to proy
all things, The question was a test for Solom:
or what should he ask? The world was Ix

Gibeon?
did God usk him that question ?

him !

Analyze Solomon’s reply to God’s quest
(a) s remembrance of God’s goodness to David
(here review the thought presented in the last
lesson); (b) 1lis own exalted position and his
ing of Inck of fitness for the duties of the pos
(¢) His recognition of God as the one who hud ex
alted him§ (d) The direct request for wisdom in
governing.

The answer pleased God, for it showed that 8
mon had noble qualities in him, which, if ¢
developed, would make him as his father Day
* man after God’s own heart,”

Bring out the points in God’s reply to Solomon
(a) Why he granted S th) What
things in addition were promised unesnditionally ;
(¢) What thing in addition
ditionally.

Lastly Solomon’s  sacnfice
upon his return home to Jerasalem,

Specific application,  We have in the
day the beginning of what promised to he
and noble lite, It was rightly begun, for
begun in the fear of the Lord.  Solomon’s
wiais o wise el for it was achoice of thoset
which perish not, rather than of the thing
To-day everyone has an opportunity to «
tween the visible and perishable things and th
eternal things, This choice must

be made at some time by each one; happy are the

ones who make the choice of true wisdorm, us did
! Solomon, in the beginning of lite,

n's request §
was  promised ¢

note and rejoieng

of

invisible and v
th
]\

oo
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L ol

Choices are to be made ench day, even after the |

great choice of Christ and the rejection of the
world hus been made, If one biging wisely by
fearing the Lord and choosing his ways, surely le
will eontinue in wisdom by following the Lord,

This following of Gl involves duily choosing of

his way in many things, both little and great,
the giving up of one's own way,

and
This will require
strength of will and gree from God, 11 re Solomon
fuiled s be began right, bt his life ended in clonds,
for he did not eontinue iy the
at the beginning,
member, then, that true wisdom consists in
sing the Lord's way to follow it, and then
in that way by daily and hourly
choiees mude in necorlance with his revealed wil],

wise choice he mude

cho

continning

Teachers’ Meeting.
Draw a map of Jerusalem and its environs, and
show Gibeon on the noy wern roud, ,
Show Low every Young

incidents of' the lesson,
mat in our time is o king, with an empire within
limself to govern—in ehy
and apportunities. , , t notice the cireumstan
of the choice: (1) It was in youth ;
der great responsibilitios :

"y impulse, affeetions,

2) It wus un-
3) It was under God's
H It was a choice havi lifetime res
s withevery youth who ehoosc s h

i s plan
aimcin life, .., Observe th

wtractr of the choi

re.

B.C. 1014,

Authorized Version,
I Kings 4, 25-34

o | Commit to MEMOry verses
29, 30.

[Read the whole chapter,

= And Ju dah and Is paecl dwelt

wan- under his vine and under his

i even to Be-er she-ba, all the duys of Sl o-

b And Sol'o-mon had forty thousand stylis of
for hix chariots, und twelve thousand horse-

2 And those officers provided vietuals for kinge

and for all that ecame unto ki

Sal e
y s every man an his montl; : they lucked

mon, N
mon's
Nothing
S Barley also and straw for the
dranedarics hrouglt they unto the pla

o CVery g i

S Wer wding to b
Sol’o-

Aol o-mon's wisdom exeelled the w isdom
ofall the children of the Cust country, and all the
Wisdom of F gypt.

31 For he was wiser than all men : thy
the Ez py hite, and He'mun, and (),
Dar'da, the sons of Mu'liol :
dl nations round about,

. and
and his fume was in
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LESSON 111, SOLOMON'’S WEA LTH

GOLDEN TEXT, Them that honor me
me shall be lightly estee

607
——————
why it was wise; (1) It chose w isdom, not pleasure
| morriches; (2) It chose usetulness, not seltish aims g
(3) It chose righteousness, doing God's will.. ..
The results of the choice: (1) It obtained what
hosen ; (2) It obtuined more than was chosen,
weee Wey like i for to every

God  bestows g kingdom: (1) In mental
powers ; (3) In influence,
Solomon in this lesson shows what a king needs
for success in his rule,
clements of characte
(2) Contact with (

| (3) Obedience to ¢

us

Solomon, are Kings
mun
(2) In opportunity

and we need the same
(1) Recognition of God;
) Humiility 5 (4) Wisidom ;
| ———
|
’ OPTIGNAL HYMNs,
No. 1.

Lord, we come betore thee now,

Hasten, sinner, to be wise,
O for a heurt to praise my God,

{ Futher, lead me day |

oy duy,
Lord, I eare not fir riches,

No. 2,
Thy praying spirit breathe,
Hear thou my prayer,
Futher, to thee my soul I lift,
Be with me eve Iy noment.
Lead me, O eftulgent Light.

AND WIsDoOM,

Lwill honor, and
1 Sam, 2

[Oct 18,
they that despise
30,
Revised Version,

And Ju'dab and Is'vu-el dwelt sufely, every
B unds ¢ his vine and under his fig tree, trom
Dun even to Be-er'she-ha, ull the days of Sol'o-
26 mon,  And Sol'o-mon had forty thousand

of horses for his chariots,

95

und twelve thousand
And those oflicers provided vietual
for king Solomon, and for all that came unto
king Solomon’s tal

horsemen,

every man in his mont|, ;
they let nothing 1y ‘king. Barley also and
straw for the horses and swift steeds brought
they unto the place where the officers were, every
tman aceording to his ¢
And God gave Sol'o-mon wisdom and under-
stunding  exceeding much, and lurgeness of
heart, even as the sand that is on the scashore,
And Sol'o-mon’s wisdom e elled the wisdom
of all the ehildren of the ¢ sty and all the wis-
dom of E’gypt. For he s wiser than all
men § than E'than the Ez'ra-hite, and He man,
and Cal'eol, and Dar day the sons of Ma'liol :
and his fame was in gl
And he

arge,

I the nations round about,
spake three thousand proverbs : und his
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32 And he spake three thousand proverbs : and
his songs were a thousand und five,

33 And he ke of trees, from the cedar tree
that dx in Lebu-non even unto the hyssop that
springeth out of the w spike ulso of heusts,
and of fowl, and of ereeping things, and of fishes,

34 And there eame of all people to hear the wis-

dom of Sol'o-mon, from all kings of'the earth, which
had heard of his wisdom,

33 songs were a thousand and five.  And hie spuka
of trees, from the cedar that is in Leb jpoy
even unto the hyssop that springeth out of e
wall: he spuke also of beasts, and of fow !,

34 of creeping things, and of fishes, And there
cume of all peoples to hear the wisdom of 8
o-mon, from all kings of the earth, whi
he xml ot his \n-nlnm

TIME.—B. C. 1014, PLACE,—Pualestine;
especiully e, ENVIRONME!
Solomon'’s dominions, In verse 24 we are in-
formed that Solomon * had dominion over all the
region on this side the river;” that is; west of the
Euphrates toward  Pulestine: * from  Tiphsah,”
that is, saeus, on the west side of the river
Euphrates, where Cyrus crossed in the expedition
of the ten thousand § * to Azzah,” that is, y
one of the five famous cities of the Philistines
toward the south of the Holy Land ; “ over all the
kings on this side the river,” whick seems to show,
what is otherwise very plainly indicated, that David
and Solomon had not dethroned all the conquered
kings or broken up national distinetions,
bore much the same relation to these kings that the
Queen of England, as Empress ot India, bears to
various native monarehs under her sway

HOME READINGS,
M. Solomon’s Wealth und Wisdom,
4, 2
Tu. Wisdom's invitation, Prov, 8, 13-21, 32-36,
W, The source of wisdom, Psalm 119, 97-104.
Th. Insuft of worldly wisdom, 1 Cor,

1 Kings

s r. 9, 12-24,
1+ ,.vn.n wisdom. Dan 1, 14-20
iritual wisdom, 1 Cor. 1. 1-18.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 51, New Canadian Hymnal.
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the
Lord.

No. 415, New Canadian Hymnal.
Standing on the promises of Christ my
King,

No. 213, New Canadian Hymnal.
Be it my only wisdom here,

QUESTIONS FOR QI"NI()R ﬂ( HOLARS.
1. Solomon’s Wealth, v.
What the extent of .\nlnnmn s dominion ?
4.)
supplies were required for hisuse ? (Verses

Who had eharge of these supplies ! (Verse 7.)

Solomon |

What b l\“l
reign ¢
What is said of the king's horses und horseinen ?
What provision was made for the king's tuble:
What was furnished tor his animals ¢
2. Solomon’s Wisdom, v. 20-34,
How abundantly did God give the king wisdon?
What countries did Solomon surpass in kuowl-

edge ?

had II|L people

What persons did he exceed ¢

How far did his fume extend ?

How many were his proverbs and songs ?

Of what subjeets did he speak ¢

Who came to hear and be taught of him ?

What promise was thus fulfilled ¢
Text.)

GoLpey

Practical Teachings,
Where in lhh lesson are we ~lm\\n»—
. "That peace is gifv ¢
2, That prosperity is God's gift?
That wisdom is God’s gi

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 25-28.

Did Judah and Israel keep distinet - Where
are grapevines and fig trees grown in the Eust!
What was meant by the people dwelling under
these?

26. For what purposes did Solomon use lorses
and chariots ¢

27. How was the royul table supplied ¢

28, What animal was meant by the dromedary?
2. Verses 29-34.

29, To what was Solomon’s wisdom compured?

30. Mention some of the people that he exceeded
in wisdom, For what was Exypt renowned?

32, How many of his proverbs are supposel to
huve come downto us?  What songs are attributed
to him!?

34. Mention one who sent to hear of Lis wisdom.
Give the name of one who eame in person.

Teachings of the Lesson.

We ought te be grateful for peace in our time,
Fidelity will not lose its reward,  We shall be re-
membered longest by the good we have done. It
is God's blessing which muketh us to differ from
others. No one is without some deg f influ-
ence. The more we have reecived the greater our
responsibility .

Oct. 18.]
QUES

For whose s
Why does
give to othe
How did Sol
What shows
What kind «
How did he
What was gr
Wit helped

His Wipg R
Dominion ove
From sea to
Governmen

1L His Peackr
LPeace on all &
Rest from a

I will give )
IL s Secrne
Isracl duwelt s
Mountaing s
Fear not, it
IV, This Asvsn,
They lucked e

Our lesson to-d
how hie * reigned
Thapsacus to Guz
vision” for one ¢
and fatted fowl (s
fame for wisdom ¢
three thousund pr
search were treate
will” The fume
cently hud oceusio
what we would el
plants and animal
reappeared in the y
Gernian schiolurs,
mental grasp,  1lis

e showe

a perfect illustratio

Verse 25, Ju
tlready noted, g
Hebrews of the ng
two kingdoms unjte
tion is noted in g 8y
amy was in two 'y
8um, 24, 9,) Dw



Oct. 18.]

QUESTIO FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

For whose sake did Solomon ask wisdom ?

Why does God give to ys? So that we may
give to others,

How did Solomon rule the people ¢

What shows that he ruled well ?

What kind of u court did Solonion keep 2

How did he use his great riches ¢

What was greater thun his riches ¢

What helped him to use his great gifts so well 7

INDAY SCHOOL BA NNER,

609
- —
How many proverbs did Solomon speak ¢
Where may we find them ¢
How many songs did he write ¢
How many of these are in the Bible ¢
Where do you find this one?
What do we believe about it?
given by God for us.
Something Good to Do.
Seck first the kingdom of God,
Use all that God gives for him,
Ask for new gifts each day.

One.

That it was

LESSON OUTLINE,

One Greater than Soloy on.

1. His Wipk Rece,
Dominion over all, v, 24,
lm 72, 8,
Government. ... upon his shoulder. Isx
1L His Peacerur
Pace on all sides, v, 94,
Rest from all his enemies, 1 Chron, 22, 9,
I will give you rest, )
1L s Secrrg Propy
Israel dwelt safely, v,
Mountains shall b wace, Psalm 72, 8,
Fear not, little flock. Luke 12, 32,
IV. s Assoaxt Wearmn,
They lucked nothing. v. w4, 98,

y 2

From sea to sca,

| Silver

-4s8 stones. 1 Kings 10, 27,
[ My God shall supply....need, Plil, 4, 19.
‘ V. 1lis Breani ox M
Largeness of heart. v
1y commandment,
| Comprehend,
| VI Ilis Wispou,
Wiser than all men, v, ¢
The preacher was wise, Fi
Never mun spr . 46,
VIL Ihis Faue,
Came of all people, v,
N

-broad. Psalin 119, 96,
-the breadth, Eph 17-19,

Nations....cull him blessed. Psalm 72, 17,
Will dreaw all men. John 12, 82,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

Our lesson to-day is a pateh taken from an elaborate

how he
Th

visior

sacus to Guza 3 how the princes
Wy was, of flour, and meal,

and fatted towl (swans, or guinea hens )

or one

search were treated by him,
will” The fame of his studices spread
cently had oceasion to note,

pPlants and animals were made to talk
feappeared in the name of
German . Solomon was the

His futher, und with 1

mental grasp,
power,
trditional wisdom of the

aperfect illustration of our

clents
N Texr,

“from the cedar that is in Lebanon to the

deseription of the temporul glory of Solomon ;;

reigned over all kingdoms from the river ( Euphrates ?) unto the land of the Philistines ;" fro,
around him brought presents and served him ;

how great his ¢ pro-

and oxen, and sheep, and harts, and roe bueks (guzelles?),.
low peace prevailed through all his dominions ; and how his
fume for wisdom outranked even his fume for wealth and prosperity.
three thousand proverbs and one thousand and five songs,

We are told thy Solomon wrote
All subjeets then within reach of human re-
hyssop that springet out of the

through ull languages and religions, until at lust, as we have re-
the very word ¢ hyssop,”
what we would eall * natural history," passed into eommon use

which was used as  sort of title for his works on

us the title of any book of fables in which

and aet like human beings, and, beeoming known to the Greeks,
~op us the father of fubulous literature,
inheritor of a great empire
ittle doubt his mother ulso, were persons of uncommon intelleetunl
e showed his wisdom, doubtless not only by his proverbs, but hy his wis

This, at least, is the theory of certuin
and wealth, and also of an unrivaled

sclection from the

His full earcer, both in the height of his glory and in his fall, is

Verse 25,
tlready noted,
Hebrews of the

Judah and Israel, As we have
a clear division murked off the
north from those of the south—
two kingdoms united under one king, The distine-
tion is noted in 28um. 19, 41-43, Even the imperial
Ay was in two great sections, (See 1 Kings 2, 82

im 2 9.) Dwelt safely. An unusual con-

dition in the ancient world, where war was chronie,
Under his vine and under his fig tree. A
proverbial phrase bused upon the favorite fruits of
Palestine ; so the prophiet Joel, picturing a seene of
desolation, &aid, “The vineis dried and the fig tree
languisheth.”  One of the first acts of oriental in-
vaders is the destruction of all the arops; and a
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few centuries after Solomon invasions of the Holy
Lund were 5o frequent that vines and trees of ma-
turity were hard to find,

26. Forty thousand stalls of horses.
There is much uncertainty about Hebrew nambers,
But evidently the number of Solomon’s horses us-
tonished the seribe who put it down. It was against
the Mosaic law for the king to multiply horses
(Deut. 17. 16).

27. Those officers.
twelve men who are mentioned in verses 8 to 19 of
this chapter,  They are brought in here because of

the statement just made concerning Solomon’s

This is a reference to

cuvalry. How were these horses and horsemen
maintained in times of peace?  ** Those officers”

had stations in different parts of the country, and | +

through the year cuch gathered from the dis-
trict assigned to him food and other necessaries,
All that came unto king Solomon’s table.
That is, the entire royal houschold, There were a
thousund women in the harem, uncounted officers
and persons who for one reason or another were
fuvored with places in the royul househiold, besides
the royul bodyguurd. They lacked nothing.
Better, they were fuithful and skipped nothing.
The twelve commissary agents each attended to b
own seetion of Solomon’s great empire, and drew
the hest there was for Solomon’s dependents,

%8. Barley in the East tukes the pluce of outs
withus, By dromedaries we should probably
understand race horses or post horses, used by the
King to transmit rapidly his commands to distant
points. The place where the officers were.
This is an awkward translation; the second sug-
gestion of the margin of the Revised Version is
preferable, * The place where it should be;” that
ix, these officers not only collected the wealth of

1sracl for the sustenance of the court, but divided |

itand sent each quuntity where it was needed, so
thut wherever the cavalry might be lodged it wis
provided for. Every man according to his
charge. That is to say, exch man by turn,

29. Wisdom and understanding refer not |

merely to mental and spiritual endowment but to
uequisition of knowledge.  Largeness of heart.
A comprehensive, powerful mind eapable of grasp-
ing knowledge on muny and ditlicult subje

poctry, philosophy, natural history in its va

branches, He was master of them all."—Dr,
As the sand that is on the sea-
This was u proverb descriptive of great-
There is no question

Lumby.
shore,
ness in numbers and size.
thut Solomon was a singularly accomplished man,

30. The wisdom of the children of the
east country, The Chaldeans and Arabiuns
had a singular reputation for wisdom, cspeeially
in proverbial torm.  Job was among these ehildren
of the east country, and so were the men who
grected the infant Messiuh in Bethlehem. As-

trology wasone of the chiet studies. The tradition

| brought up to the eity of David,

of Egoptiun wisdom we find in all ancient liory.
ture, but the wisdom of Egypt wus - t
rvather than proverbial,  Itincluded muy
el .i,'v--lnu(r‘\',mlrunumy,nnd natural hist T

21. e was wiser than all me :

is, hiis fume for wisdom surpassed the fame of pred-
ceessors and coutemporaries, Ethan the Ezra-
hite, and Hemau, and Chalcol, and
Darda, the sons of Mahol. It isu

thing that four men whose fame for wisd

such that their numes came at once tot

and pen of this writer us the typical wise

the world, should be so completely forgott

be beyond identification now.  Dr. Lun
compaets ull that is  known econcerning

yand Ieman are among the nun
s appointed by David when  the
In1Chro A
Ethun is eulled the son of Kushaiah, while Hemn
is culled in 1 Chron, 6. 38, the son of Joel, W hietl
these are ¢lews or not we eannot s A strange
coincidence is that in 1 Chron, 2, 6, we find the tour
nuanies of this verse (with a slight moditication of
the lust) all mentioned as sons of Zerah, the i
Judali, But no tradition has survived which tlls of

| thespeeinl wisdom of this fumily, nor cau we conneet

the nume of Mahiol, as the father is here called,
Zerali.  The occurrence of the four numes together
in one fumily, however, inclines to the belief that
these men are the men spoken of here”
fame was in all nations. It carly
i soon after that to Shebu, and douly

arried wherever enterprising mariners aud
chants reached,

32. Three thousand proverbs. Lo th
one thousand of the proverbial sayings in th k
of Proverbs are attributed to the great king
probuble that the word *¢ proverb ™ hiere reters
to a parable than to what we now call a proverh
His songs were a thousand and five, W
need not suppose that these songs were
character. Psalms 1, 2,72, 127, and 123
attributed to lim,

33, He spakes Ile discoursed upon. Whether
by word of mouth or by writing we do not kuow,
Trees, « « « beasts, « « « fowly « o o creeping
things, fishes. It would be hasty to ussum
that Solomon was a naturalistin the scus
we now use that phrase, though indeed we «
the realm of eonjeeture, und as his fume »
passed all of his contemporaries it is w
rule any class of wisdom out,  But it ispr
he & ¢d to many of these objects of nature par-
ables or fubles 80 us t0 make them embody his wis-
dom. It is not iraprobable that he discussed the
medicinal virtuss and habits of plants wid beasts:
the history of literature in all nations ws that
the earliest works on plants have tre { their

medicinal properties, Hyssops Probubly pre
| sented us the wieanest of all plants native to Pales
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tive, to indieate thut Solonoy's wisdom
comprehensive—from the cedar, which was the
noblest, to (llch.\mxlr, which was the mamest, The
Eastevn world to-day abounds iy legends of Solo-
non's intelleetual gitts, The Arabian Nights is

SUNDAY SCHHoor, BANNER,

was all- ’

|

6il

full of ullusions to his supposed
demonincal control,

34. AN people. Or nations,
Kiugs of the earth. Tier
The Queen of Sheby ¢

astrologicul and

From al

e atnbussudors,

e in her own person,

CRITICAL NOTES.

The five verses preceding the
read and studied rhnruughh , Sinee the
us the extent and glory of Nolomon's dominion
as the splendor and luxury

¥ disclose to

well of his court.
Besides, every teacher at least should have a good
Bible dictionary for consulta on,

Verse 25, Judah and Israel, These two
kingdoms were not separated till after the death of
Sol ut the fact that they are
separated shows elearly that the tril
party feeling was very strong,
28um. 19, 41-43, and 24, 9,) ivery man under
hisvine, ete.  This is o poctical or proverbial ex-
Pression for peace, abundunce, and prosperity,
when every subject enjoyed the elioicest products
of the Lind in perfect sceurity. This was to be one
of the Dlessings which wus to characterize the Mes-
siali’'s reign (Micah 4. 4), Dan. Thix Place, at one
tine called Laish, was on the extreme north of

nion, b mentioned as if
al division and

(See chapter 2, 29

Pilesting, as Beersheba was in the extreme soutl,,
The phrase * from Dan to Beersheba ™ was u eur-
Tent expression to denote the entire country, and

needs no illustration. ANl the days of Solo=
mon.  Solomon reached his zenith in the carly
Jart of his reign, and deelined steadily toward the
cose of his life, It could not he otherwise, for
such a court as his would tax the 1
st then his polygamy was fat
morally and religiously,

26. Forty thousand stalls of horses, W

wople to the ut-

al to his country

Tad in 2 Chron 9. 25, that the number was four
tousand. - In chapter 10, 26, it is said that Le had |
vt thousand four hundred chariots, It was cus- |
Wty to have three horses to a chariot, which

would muke a little over four thousand, It is quite
Probuble that the * forty thousund of our test is g
orrupt reading, and that he had only one tenth |

that number, The Hebrows employed letters and J

tarks for numbers, and a mist
iy made by a copyist,

ake conld have heen
Twelve thousand |

horsemen, O, better, riding or saddle horses, J
tiese were: distributed in Jerusulem and nther
“ties, (See 9, 195 2 Chron, 1. 14; 9. 25,) |
2% And those officers provided. Ti.

tunsition ix quite abrupt ;
lientioned in verses 8-19,
tors feit the g

these officers were those
The Septuagint transly-
wkwardness of the ord
chapter differently, as follows : After verse 19 |
they have 97, 28, 23, 20, 24, 29, 80, 81, 32, 33
21, 25, and 26 are omitted,
that came unto King Solomon’s table,
bas been estimated from the

er and arranged

, and |
M, but verses 20, |
It
amount of breud and |

lesson should be |

|

|

|
|

tueat consumed that not less thun 10,000,
haps 15,000, were fed ut the royul tubles,
won had 1,000 womnen in his Iy
of all deseriy

y und per-

1t Solo-
arem, 15,000 court
tion would not be too |
It is generally supposed that ull thy
had their families with them ut )
man in his month, 7T),
ers were stutioned i

iers
urge a number,
¢ chief officers
e court.  Every
ese officers or tux gather-
1 different purts of the country,
ab certuin ones were re
the provisions of a month,
let nothing be lacking, This is better than the
rendering of the Authorized Ve rsion, whiel
“they lacked nothing,” sinee the verl, means that
they ateended di igently to their ¢
way, that supplies were reg,
Jerusalem,

28. Barley also and straw, ¥
stubles.  Barley is to this duy the
used for feeding
boring eountries
but little, it an
word véchésh,
zalle

und it seems th, misible for

They

(Sce verse 7.)

1 reads,

lutics, in such a
ularly sent to the pulace

r the royul
common grain
horses in Palestine and the neigh-
- And swift steeds, Tl
uthority for rendering the lHebrew
ma verb of the sume root, “to
* Dromedaries,”

is

nor
" us in the Aathorized Ve r-
since it isgencrally agreed that the

ferred to here wer i

sion, animals re-

t steeds used by couriers for

carrying the royal es to distunt portions of
the realm, The place where the officers
were. There is no word in the Hebrew corpe-
sponding to officers, therefore it js best to tr
as inthe margin : “ tothe

anslate
Pluce where it (that is, the
feed for the horses) should be.”  Others tguin make
“king™ the subject, and render, * where he
Pened to be.,”  Aceord & to his charge, Fucl
tux-gatherer would send supplies in his turn to the
several ecities where the horses were kept,

29, God gave Solomon wisdom, Wisdom
denotes practical common sense with a pronounced
moral bent toward justice and right. Undera
standing, Prudence or profound insight into
intrieate suljeets, Largeness of heart,
we would suy, “ Breadth of intelleet,” such as to
enuble him to penctrate into the very essenceof the
moxt diversified questions, and Lo grusp the most
ditlicult subjects, * Largeness of heart * is an unfor-
tunate translation of the original, for it i not at all
synonymons with kindheartedness, except as this
may be the result of great wis It is hardly
lieeessary to say that a wise man is good and kind,
As the sand is on the seashore. A current
Hebraism to denote great abundance or number
. 175 Judges 7. 12, and very often),

30. The children of the easts The various

p-

or, us
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tribes living to the east and northeast of Palestine,
such as the Arabians, and especinlly the Subwans
and Temanites, The Book of Job may be regarded
ax quite similar to the wisdom of these B'ui kedhem,
to whom Job and his friends belonged.  As Egypt
is mentioned in immediate connection, some see a
reference here to the wise men of Chaldea and
Babylonia. 1t might be stated that the magi also
camie from the Eust (Matt, 2. 1). Wisdom of

3gypte The greatness of Egypt, as seen in the
magnificence of its pals ind temples, and in its
great skill in arehiteeture, navigation, and military
affairs, is too well known to require anything more
than a pussing notize.  We read of the wise men of
Egyptin Gen, 41, 85 Exod. 7,113 Isa. 19, 11, 7., and
Acts 7,22, Ierodotus and Josephus both extol the
wisdom of the Egy ptians, and the deciphering of the
monuments during this century hus more than
confirmed the references to the greatness of that
land.

31. He was wiser than allmen. (Sce verse
12 of lust lesson.) Than Ethan the Ezrahite,
and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda.
Three of these persons are numed in 1 Chron 2, 6,
where we also have Dara, without doubt the sume as
Darda. Ethan and Heman were musicians (1 Chron,
15, 19) 3 whether they are the same as those men-
tioned here cannot be settled,  ** What u comment
on fume it is that the four men to whom the writer
of this record promptly refers as the wisest men of
history, the men whose names would stand pro-
verbiully for inearnated wisdom, are utterly for-
No one ecun say certainly who any

gotten!
s fume

of them wus."—=urlbut and Dokerly.
was in all nations, even reaching the Queen of
Sheba in distant Arabin, (See chapter 10, 1-7 3
23, 24.)

32. Three thousand proverbs., For the
definition and use of proverbs, see I'rov. 1, 1-6. It
is evident that most of Solomon’s writings us well
as his proverbs have been lost. The best of his
proverbs have been incorporated in the book of the
same nane, It is not necessary, however, to re-
mind the reader that Sclomon is not the author of
all the proverbs in that colleetion. His songs
were a thousand and five. The Septuagint
has five thousand, Two psalms, 72 and 127, and
the Song of Songs are usually aseribed to him;
nevertheless it is not absolutely certain that we
possess a single song from his pen, Perowne thinks
that he is the author of the first psalm, and Ewald
attributes to him the second. These, however, are
mere conjectures, Why his songs have been lost is
best answered by supposing that they were not of a
spiritual or religious character, and thus not adapted
for worship and devotion,

33. He spake of trees. From the insignifi-
cant hyssop plunt to the majestic cedar of Lebanon.
Whether he treated them from a scientifie or me-
dicinal standpoint is a question which none can

settle, We are equally ignorant of the natur
writings on animals und birds,

34. All peoples. An exaggeration «
to all languuges and found in all literatures
ing simply that very lurge numbers eanic
topie will be diseussed more fully in Lesson X it is
not deemed expedient to enlarge here,

Thoughts for Young People,
Random Lessons from Solomon’s Life,

Lo The sum of blessings is peace.  The gre
curses is unrest,  That national government i«
which most dircetly ministers to peace. A mu/’
disciplinary eontrol of himself is of value in oy
tion as it ministers to peace,  (Verse 25
2. Wisdom, understanding,and largeness of heart
Jooks, observation, expering

nt,

come from God.
and meditation will do muchy but the enlargament
of mind and heart must come from Him who nule
them both,

Never be afraid of the teachings of natural
Geology, botany, astronomy are as really
is their sister science theol

science.
the ministers of God
ogy. Everytiing that we ean learn about the works
of God in his book of nature will belp us to int
pret his words in the book of revelation,
4. ver ecome absorbed du purswits which

The soul of man needs more
tions of )

merely intellectual.
than his intelleet can win,  The sug;
ture should be used as the witness of God.

Be Never neglect the wonderful works of Gl
“ Many a frivolous life would be redecmed from
vacuity and mischief if young people were trained
to observe and take interest in animal life t
marvels of inanimute existence. Let the fragrunt
lily and the golden harvest fields speak to us of our

Father in heaven,"—Rowland,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Cuvalry was not permitted to the Hebrews for
many generations,  They were destined to live in
the hills, and could not depend on horses for de-
fense of their homes, The Egyptians did use
cuvulry in their Palestine campuigns, but they
chose the wide plain of the Lake Hulch as their
buttlefield, and the command was given to Isrl
to hough the horses and burn the cluriots they
took in battle, he introduction of lorses was
thus delayed till Solomon’s day, As Solomon's
territory extended four hundred miles from Egypt
to the Euphirates it beeame necessary that he have
the swiftest and strongest horses, as these are the
chief defense of the Arab and other tribes. He
who owns the flectest and most enduring horse is
the safest and most successful marauder, Tnan
cient times the finest horses are supposed to have

been in Persin, but the Persepolitan horse is pure

Oct, 18.]
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Arab.  The Koordish horse has from time imme-
worial made him master of Koordistan and the
terror of all neighboring tribes, The Arabs say
flect and intelligent horse is everything to them,
lle who possesses the best is the king of the desert,
If your enemy is mounted on g fleeter horse than
u, of what value is your wealth? The Druses of
nt Lebanon and the Hauran possess a breed of
Arub horses having great strength and endurance,
Solomon needed these forty thousand stalls of
horses and twelve thousand charioteers beeause his
territory extended far out among predatory tribes
skilled in the use of cavalry,  Shishak, King of
Eaypt, was able to bring twelve hundred chariots
into the field, and other monarchs still a greater
number,
The food supply for such a vast retinue and so
great & court must have heen euormous, It has
been estimated that twenty-eight thousand pounds
of bread were baked each day. If wo ullow two
pounds to a person, fourteen thousand pounds g
day would not be too much for the middle part
of Solomon’s reign to feed the women in the
harem, servants, bodyguard, court officials and
their families, If the portion of the ox which was
used for food is ealeulated at xix hundred pounds,
and that of the cow at four hundred, and the sheep
atseventy pounds, the total meat consumption of
each day would he twenty-one thousand pounds,
But this is notextravagant for an oriental monarch
of the dignity and dominion of Solomon, It is
recorded that Alexander in his Per N conquests
found a column at Persepolis containing an account
of the duily consumption of food at the court of
Cyrus. It consisted of o thousand bushels of wheat
of various sorts per duy, of barley meal a thousand
bushels, sheep four hundred, lambs thiree hun-
dred, oxen one hundred, horses thirty, deer thirty,
fit geese four hundred y goslings one hundred,
pigeons three hundred, small birds of various kinds
sis hundred, wine three thousand seven hundred
and fifty gallons, fresh milk seventy-five gallons,
sur milk eight gallons, and maize in quantitics,
Tavernier reckons that the seraglio of the sultan
diily consumed in his time five hundred sheep,
with fowls, butter, and rice in vast quantities, The
vast stores, for Bolomon’s horses were deposited in
the various places where they were stationed,
They were fed on barley and straw, outs not being
grown. - Solomon imported horses from Egypt for
the use of the Iebrews and for his vassals, the
kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria,
They cost about ninety-three dollars apiece at g
time when money was worth four times as much s
itisnow, At this day there is perhaps no part of
the world where horses arc more useful and nu-
merous than in Western Asia, The Koords, just
10w prominent for the massacre of Armenians, are
eelebrated for their cquestrian skill, Armenia be-
ing evlebrated for its horses,
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By Way or Illustration,

Solomon’s horses, There is anold legend that
Solomon one day was inspecting his horses with so
much interest that the hour of prayer passed unno-
ticed, and looking up after nine hundred of them
had passed, he was reminded of his eare for the
things of the world instead of the things of God,
and put to death the nine hundred horses which
had caused his failure in duty. That was g poor
wuy of showing his repentance, and is probably a
fiction, but it may contain the kernel of 3 truth, for
one of the commands to Israel coneerning its future
king had been, “ IHe shall not multiply horses to
himself.”— Barton,

Riches do not exclude the Possessor from God's
kingdom. Abraham was very rich.  So was Job,
l‘n‘h»uhtcdl_\' Barnabas was rich, and Matthew and
Zaccheus, Wealth coupled with wisdom maukes a
man almost omnipotent and omniscient, Riches
will not hurt that man who puts God first,

Wisdom will cause a man to estimate wealth at its
true value. Paul had no fault to find with the
glory of the world except this, “It pusseth away,"
That was a famous ice palace built one winter at
l'\-h-,mlmrg. The walls, the roof, the floor, the
furniture were all decorative and all of ice. The
ice while in the state of water had been colored, so
that to the eye all scemed formed of proper materials;
but all was cold and transient.  With the returning
spring it melted away like a dream. There shoull
have been one stone in that building with this in-
seription, *““Thus passes away the glory of the
world,” for no eontrivance could exhibit a better
illustration of the vanity of human life, Men
build and plan as if their works were to endure
forever, but the wind passes over them and they
are gone. Solomon’s glory passed away long ago,
while the humblest Christian builds for eternity, —
Newton,

Spiritual things are eternat,
possessions have vanished, but his thoughts and
words, as left to us in his proverbs, have come
down even to us and shall endure forever.  Danicl
Webster suid, “If T work on brass or marble it
will deeay and disappear, but if T work on the
minds of men I am working for eternity,”  Solo-
mon’s work, which is for the minds of men, is for
cternity,

Solomon’s material

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
How good thou art to me,
There's a wideness in God's merey.
Come, thou Fount of every blessing.
If, on u quiet sea,

No. 2,
Awake, my soul.
There’s not a ray of sunshine,
My God, the spring of all my joy.
O guide to richest treasures,
All'the way the Saviour leads,
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Blackboard. Egypt. Solomon had subjugated all the sy giin the “I

ing small nations, but probably many of the ki, But there is

AN N ER OF OLO MO N remuined on their thrones reigning us tributirios dom which G
h““' from :llkl\cl)r
3 thing fur bette
incorruptible i

fuithful,

Turn to God
lom, and w

From the parallel accounts in 2 Chron, 1
9. 13-28, and the accounts in 1 Kings 10, 14
Eccles. 2. 4-9, picture to the class the v

magnificence of the king. The one ver
10, gives us in one sentence an idea of th
and power of Solomon and the wuy he u
for his own gratification, In this conn
God’s promise to Solomon concerning Bring out us

} r 11
LENT Y :‘hlnll]z»(.:)nhl::‘ things as an abundant fu e v‘_w;;‘lm“ r:;
ROSPERITY | R o

Development of the tert. Under Sol world God may
kingdom reached its hieight of prosperity wd glory, treasures in he:
Peuce was assured to all, und with peace eunie pros- prosperity,
| perity. The first verse pictures to us an ideul seene i
EALTH | but u true one up to near the close of Solonion's
ISDOM | reign, when troubles begun to multiply. Draw The 1
| from the cluss their ideas of true peace and prosper- The  llustrati
GIVEN BY GOD | ity. Picture the future time of peace when lesson as an exi
| wolf xhall dwell with the lamb” (Isu. 11. 6-9), studying in due
To Impress the thought of true peace as prophiecy was at
SOLOMON. HIS FOLLOWERS. God us the result of a * conscience void from the edge of
But we sce in the next verse a record - tes, It was the |
ORLDLY PIRITUAL mon’s disobedience (Deut. 17.18).  He |
ISDOM IGHT turned aside from a close following of G
mands (1 Kings 8. 1), and here again we have ¢
RICHES ghmpse showing that he was in danger of not
| huving the conditional promise (1 Kings 3. 14) ful-
OF filled unto him,
From the twenty-ninth to the thirty-fiurth
EARTH HEAVEN verses we have a general account of his w 3
GOLD NCORRUPTIBLE lirin.;_r before the rlusa. the following out
SILVER. NHERITANCE. cerning  Solomon’s wisdom: a. A gitt

b. Greater than all others; e, Shown in proverbs,
WH ICH IS BETTER ? songs, knowledge of natural sciences, solving of [Re
hard questions, in adjusting legal cases (1 K el 1The Proverbs
| 8.16-28); d. Spread of his fame and visits from iing of’ In'ra-el ;

many people,
TRUE WISDOM FROM ABOVE In spite of all this wealth and wisdom Solomon
fuiled to follow the exhortation of his futhcr David 0 receive the
oD’'s to *“ keep the charge of the Lord, thy Gol, to walk d judgment, and
IFT. in his ways.”

Specific application. It would be hs
BE WISE THEREFORE while to spend the time in a study
RECEIVE | REGARD

s Lreasure
them when ent

be taken even to-

GOLDEN '
Aut|
Prov, 1. 1.19,

2 To know wis,
tie words of under

- ) wive subtil
rdly worth \.uluu\\lu]_'t ane

an ancient 5a
5 : - A Wise man wi
king's wealth and wisdom unless God lLad some 3 and u man of y
very plain lessons for euch one of us to Vise counscl ;

|

|

|

|

| y N .

' We sce in this lesson how God had abundantly
|

understand

Y the words of

SIGHT | SAVIOUR
LAY UP TREASURE IN HEAVEN.

fulfilled his promises to Solomon, und n him
wealth and wisdom, and all his heart cou
With these gifts
great temptations,  Solomon was not cqual to the
strain and fell.  Many to-day desire what Solomon

had—worldly wisdom and great earthly riches. It L ‘_'." son, hear th,
2 not the luw

or they shall 4
thy head, und chains

g

desire,
ame great responsililities and The fear of )
ledge : but foo

Before the Class. may be n great blessing to them that God with
Introduction. Give the class some idea of the | holds from them these desires, for riches might
extent of Solomon’s kingdom which at this time ex- prove their ruin.  Give the class this problem in o
tended from the river Euphrates to the borders of | arithmetic: ** What shall it profit a man if he shall !m.:. Iy son, if sinn
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But there is something better thyy worldly wis-
dom which God will give to ull who usk—wisdom
from above or spiritual sight.  And he has some-
thing far better for us thay corruptible riches—qp
incorruptible inheritance, laid up in heaven for thie
fuithful,

Turn to God for this spiritual sight, Ihialwn\'unly
wisdom, and while here on carth ** lay up for your-
You may enj
ared inheri

Bring out us a closing thought the responsibility
resting upon each one to use for his own good and
the good of others whatever of the things of this
world God muy have given 3 in this way laying up
treasures in heaven, and Securing true peace and

selves treasures in hieayen " that
them when entered upon the pre

prosperity,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The 7 Ulustrative Notes recommends us to treat this
leson as an external view of Solomon’s empire,
-:ml)inxiu«lucnnl«r, (1) His Realm, The uncient
prophiecy was at last fulfilled, and Isrgel extended
from the edge of the Nile tothe edge of the Euphra-
tes Tt was the lurgest empire of that age, an may

be taken even to-day as arxym)mlut'tlwull-wnqu«:r- | Ver, 26; Chariots, 119, 615,

.

LESSON 1v,

GOLDEN TEXT, My

Authorized Versioy,

Prov. 1, 1.19,
7-10.)

[Read Prov, 1, 1-33.)

1The Proverbs of Sol'o-mon the son of Du'vid,
king of Ix'ra-el 3

To know wisdom and instruction ; to perceive
the words of nndem:mdinu;

To reccive the instruction of \\i“lmn.jus!iro,
ad judgment, and equity ;

4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the Young
uan knowledge and diseretion,

and will inerease lenrn.-

B A wise man will he J
ing: anding shall uttuin unto

and u man of under,
Vise counsels 3

interpreta-

i To understand o roverh, and the
Eu wise, and their dark sy~

lns the words of ¢
8.

T The fear of the 1,omp i the beginning of
Kiowledge : bug fools dcepise wisdom and instruc.
tion,

5 My son, hear the instruction

f'thy futher, and
B 1ot the lyw of thy motler:

9 For they whaly be an ornument of grace unto
1y head, wind ehgins ubout thy neek,

10 My son, if sinners entice thee,

consent thou
o,

gin the whole world ung lose his own soul ¢ |

THE PROVERRBS OF SOLOMON.
son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not,

[Commit to Memory verses |

|

|
|

ing kingdom of God,

peaecetul reign ;
Peuce that Solomon’s servants neverknew,

Riches, N

(2) His Reign, [t was @
but the subjects of Clirist possess a
(3) His
er had Israel seen such splendor iy
the palace, such ubundunee throughout the and,
This wealth came largely from the
ot foreign hations, but there ar
indications that it catne ulso (esp. Iy toward the
reign) from he VY taxation of
(4) His Lurge-heartedness, 8, omon
bad w breadth of view tur beyond that of Lis people
und his age, Indeed, he scoms to have been
*“liberal,” so that gt lust he fuiled to recognize u
distinetion between true worship and idolatry, (5)
His Wisdom, [l rose to the highest Position g
mortal has ever attaiped, Homer and Solomon may
be culled the mosy famous authors of their time—
about three thousand yearsago ; to-day for one who
reads Homer there gre a thousand who yeud Solo-
mon. (6) His Fume, He was the centrul figure of
his age. He standx in the Bible as o synonym for
splendor and riches, and throughout orientq] lands
in history and legend his name is eclebrated,

ils and tribute
fterwurd plain

close of Solomon’s
the people,

too

References,
Ver. 25; Sitting under the shade, 613,
Ver. 28: Fodder, 203

Freemax,

[Oct. 25,
Prov. 1, 10,
Revised Version,

The proverbs of Sol'o-mon the son of Du'vid,
king of Is'ryecl :
To know wisdom and instruetion ;
To discern the words <nl'u||«lrr.~lx|ln.li|u;
8 To receive instruction iy w ise dealing,
In righteousness and judgment and equity ;
To give subtilty to the simple,
To the young man knowledge and diseretion
That the wise man may hear, und inercase in
learning ;
And that the man of understunding may uttuin
unto sound counsels ;
To understand g proverb, and a figure ;
The words of the wise, and their durk sayings,
7 The fear of the Lonp is the beginning of knoy 1-
edge:

"

But the foolish despise wisdom and
tion,
My son, hear the instruction of thy futher,
And forsake not the Jaw of thy mother ;
9 For they shall be chaplet of grace unto thy
head,
And chains about thy neck.
My son, if sinners entice thee,
Consent thou not,

instrue

11 If they suy, Come with us,
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11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay wuit for |
hllrvn[ let us lurk privily for the innocent without
cuuse

12 L\( us swallow them up alive as the grave;
ulul whole, as those that go down into the pit:

13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall
fill our houses with spoil : |

14 Cust in thy lot among us; let us all have one i
purse: ‘

15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them ; |
retrain thy foot. from their puth : \

16 For their feet run to evil, and muke haste to |
shed blood. [

17 Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight
of uny bird.

18 And they lay wait for their on blond ; they
lurk privily for their own lives.

19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy
win g which taketh away the life of the owners

.

Let us lay wait for blood,
Let us lurk privily for the innocent without
cuuse
12 Let us swallow them up alive as Sheol,
And whole, as those that go down into the pis
13 We shall find all precious substance,
We shall fill our houses with spoil ;
14 Thou shalt cast thy lot among us;
We will all have one purse :
15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them
Refrain thy foot from their pathi:
16 For their feet run to evil,
And they make haste to shed blood,
17 For in vain is the net spread,
In the eyes of any bird:
18 And ti luy wait for their own blood,
They lurk privily for their own lives,
19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy of
gaing
It tuketh away the life of the owners thercof

A PREFACE.—The first verse of our lesson
is a title for the hook, and the next five are a super-
seription, which furnishes us in concise language an
epitome of the scope of the book, and points out its
utility both to the immature and the wise, furnish-
ing prudent rules of conduct for the first and con-
genial *“proverbs’ or recondite sayings for the
sceond class of readers,

HHOME READI

M. The Proverbs of Solomon, TProv. 1. 1-19.
Z'u. The way of understanding, Prov. 2. 1-9,
W. Better than rubics, Prov, 8. 1-11,

7%, Wisdom and folly. Prov, 10, 1-14,

F. Lookingto the end. Prov, 14.1
S. Rejecting reproof. Prov. 15, 1-12,
8. Good and evil, Prov. 15, 20-33,

LESSON HYMNS.

No. 202, New Canadian Hymnal.
Father of all, in whom alone.

No. 289, New Canadian Hymnal.
Sing them over again to me,

No. 204, New Canadian Hymnal.
How precious is the book divine,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Search for Wisdom, v. 1-6,

What is a proverb?

Who wrote these proverbs ¢

How many were his proverbs 1 (1 Kings 4. 32.)

How did his experience fit him to write them !

For what four purposes were they written !

Who will learn by hearing ?

What man will become wise?

What will he then rightly understand ?
2. The Beginning of Wisdom, v. 7-0,

What is stated as the beginning of wisdom in
verse

Why is it so0 called ?

Who only despise knowledge ?

What is the sanction given to parental instrue
tion ?

What =hall be the result of following such instrue-
tion ¢

To what conduct will the highest wisdom lead”
3. The Enticements of Sin, v. 10-10,

Why do sinners try to entice others?

What should we do when enticed to evil?
(GoLpeN Trxr.)

Why would such a course of life ever scem ut-
tractive ?

What is the best safeguard against it ?

What plot do sinners lay against the iuvocent ’

What guin do they expeet to seeure !

What do they propose to have in common?

What warning against them is given !

What reason is given for the warning?

When is a bird safe from the net?

Whose lives do sinners put in perit?

Who are guilty of this erime and folly ¢

What perils does greed of gain bring! (Se¢
Prov. 15. 27; 1 Tim, 6. 10.)

Practical Teachings.
What are we here shown—
1. As the need of the young "
2. As the foundation of wisdow
3. As the safeguard of conduct

Oct, 25.]

QUESTI¢

1. Verses |
What i
entire book ?
2. Why w
dom ¢
What a
4. For wh
pared ¢
. Why sh
. Give as
2. Verses 7
7. What is
How is it the
follow if we n
. What is
blessings are
3. Verses 1(
10. Why d«
sin to be temy
1. What is
15. What do
15. Why sh
step !

17. How my
18, Who is |
refuse unlawfu

Tean
We should s
the doom of wr

I Tuemr A,
1. To impa
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Wisdom is
2. To impre
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Righteousne
18,

4. io give
simple, v
Knowledge |
4. To sharpe
a proverh
Open my me

The Book of P
Contains pure gol
Use in the mints
Isracl uttered the
ancient v orld, 1
they mov: on the
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S .
QUESTIONS

'OR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Verses 1.6,

1. What is a proverh ?
entire book ?

2. Why was it written ?
dom ¢

What are the two braneles of our duty ?

4. For whom were

pared ¢

Did Solomon write the

What is the truest wis-

these proverbs ehiic fly pre-

b Why should we take good advice 2

f. Give a secoud purpose of this book,
2. Verses 7.9,

7. What is meant by “the fear of the Lord 2"
How is it the beginning of knowledge 2 What will
follow if we negleet God's claims 7
What is next to picty toward God? Wit
ssings are promised if we obey parents ?

3. Verses 10«19,

10. Why do the wicked tempt the good ? Isita
sin to be tempted

1. What is meant by “lay wait?"

13, What do wrongdoers get besides booty orspoil 2

15. Why should we guard aguinst the first wrong
\[‘).‘

17. How may we imitate birds?

15, Who is hurt most by sin ? Why should we
refuse unlawful gain ?

Teachings of the Lesson,
We should seek knowledge, that we may

void

the doom of wrongdoing und secure the rewurd of
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It is our
perience of others,

obedience, privilege to profit by the ex-
We may safely trust the wis-
dom and love of good parents, and ulways obey
them, Not all companionships are safe,  As the
Most poisonous reptiles are
appearance, so the
more deadly it is,

the most brilliant in
more desirable evil seems the
Religion will save us from full-
ing into many snares,

IONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What is a proverb?

What is the Book of Proverbs ¢

For what was it given to us?

By whom wus it written

What other hooks did Solomon write ?

What do the Proverbs teach us?

What is the beginning of wisdom ?

What i a person who will not be taught?
What did the psalmist 1
What does this lesson te,

out wisdom ?
h children ¢
What is a good rule to live hy?

Why miust we
What happen

dom ¢

ep away from sinners ?
to those who will not learn wis-

Hlow may we be sure of leading safe, happy
lives?
What a child may have.
The wisdom that comes down from God,
A little more wisdom eneh day,
A huppy life, beeause a good life,

LESSON OUTLINE.
The Proverbs of Solomon,

L Tuem A,
1. To impart instruction.
and instruction, v, 9,
Wisdom is the principal thing. Prov, 4, 7,

Zo know wisdom

2. To improve the character. Justice, and |

judgment, and equity. v, 8,
Righteousness. ...a sure reward,
1
4. 4o give discernment,
simple, v, 4,
Knowledge and, . . .all Judgment, Pl 1. 9,

Prov, 11,

Subtilty to the

4. To sharpen the intellect. 7 understand |

a proverb, ., .dark sayings, v.
Upen my mouth in a parable, Psalm 78, 2

|
! IL Tuem Warsiye,
.

IL. Tuer Forxparoy,
L. The fear of the Lord,

Is the beginning of
knowledge, v, 7,

“ear God and keep his commandments,

cles, 3
al reverence. 7l instruction of thy

Jather, v, 8,

Honor thy father and thy mother,

Exod. 20,12,

Against evil companions. /f sinners en-
t consent thou nut, v, 10,

.\'wh-llu\\sllqi...

Against §
Wood. v, 11,

Steal no more,

works of darkness, Eph. 5. 11,
ustice. Let us luy wait Jor

Eph. 4

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.
The Book of Proverbs presents the principles of heaven in their application to the affuirs of earth, It

contains pure gold, coined in the divine mint, and |

Use in the mints of men,
Isruel uttered

searing the image and Superseription of the King, for
Three centurics before the * wise men of Greece " appeared, the wise King of
these maxims, which embody more seund wisdom than may be found elsewhere in the
ancient ¥ wld, They do not sonr into the lofty spiritual

atmosphere of the Psalms or the prophecies ;

they mov. on the curth but they luy the foundation of charueter in the fear of the Lord and the prin-
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ciples of righteousness. Ie who walks in the light of these commands will tread a sure path, will ij.

herit true riches, will be led into high knowledge.

As Coleridge says: * The Book of Proverbs is g,

best statesman’s manual cver written ;" and we might add, that it is the best collection of counsels in
political economy, in social science, and in practicul ethies. One remarkable fuet concerning it is, that
its author lived to illustrate both its counsels and its warnings, the one in his brilliant earlier years, the
other in his clouded luter life.  But not a sentence of the book is an excuse of its writer's sins, It deals
truthfully, boldly, rebukingly with the very crimes which its author committed. As Dr Aot has

said:  The
of that pu

writer, let us ponder well his utterances, that we

Verse 1. The Proverbs of Solomon hLuve
not very close relationship to the proverbial lore
of Gentile nations, to those pithy statements of
homely truth which pass current in modern times
such as, “"Tis an ill wind blows nobody good,”
¢ Many a little makes a mickle,”” “ A bird in the
hand i< worth two in the bush.” The word * prov-
erb,” in its biblical use, includes purables and eon-
densed wisdom in every form. While there are,
doubtless, especially in the latter part of this book,
tproverbs™ in the modern sense of that term, most
of its wise sayings show signs of having been la-
boriously condensed from long-continued indi-
vidual thought—the very reverse of modern literary
composition, If a modern poet, essayist, or puin-
ter has one clear-cut * original ' conception, he
has stock in trade for a life of uetivity, Ile pre-
sents his one thought in different forms, with dif-

ferent associations, and ealls it by different names § |

and the most suceessful man is often he who can
spread his thin thought furthest.  Most men ring
many changes on few bells,  But the ambition of
the ancient sage was to gather many harmonies of
truth into one note. Ile sat down with the de-
liberate intention of condensing into one verse the
findings of Lis whole life of wisdom j some of these
sentences doubtless represent each the lifework of
some good man. Of Solomon. Solomon was
the master of proverbial wisdom among the Ile-
brews, as David was their master of song, Even
after David’s death the psalms of the nation were
collectively called the * Psalms of David,” because
he set in motion the tide of song and gave tone and
character to the singing of his people. In like
manner the proverbs of the Hebrews were grouped
together as ** Proverbs of Solomon,” beeause 8olo-
mon made proverbial literature a living fact among
the IHebrews, though there were doubtless many
‘“ proverbs ' in existence before his time, and many
were added to the national collection after his
death, There is little doubt that the first portion
of the book comes dircet from Solomon’s pen or
tongue. ““ When he set himself seriously to in-
struct his people, to train them in sound views of
life, and in the practice of virtue and religion, he
nuturally embodied his views in terse and pithy
sentences, charming the imagination and ensy to
be rememhered.”—Deane, But many minds and
many ages were concerned in the entire collection,

ightcousness whieh the Spirit has spoken by his i
v avoid his example while following his precepts,

ing imperfections of the man’s life have been used as a dark ground to set off the luster

Warned, then, by the full of t)e

It reflects the wisdom of Isracl: from the wollen
age of its monarchy to that decadence whicl 2.
kial sought to offset, There is in the Book of
Proverbs a series of titles or superseriptions di-
viding it into several little books; for instance,
“The Proverbs of Solomon,” here and at ¢l apter
10. 1; “The Words of the Wis iy
Things also Belong to the Wise ™ (24, 23); * Proy-
erbs of Solomon, which the Men of Hezekiali ( ‘opied
Out™ (25, 1) “The Words of Agur” (30, 1);
“The Words of Lemuel” (31.1). It is well for
the teacher to call attention to the * parallclisy
of most of the proverbs; that is, the balancing of
one ‘thought against another, which sometimes
affeets the very sound of the verse,

2. Verse 1 may be regarded as a title, and
verses 2, 3,4, 5,and 6 as a sort of preface or con-
tents, a kind of epitome of the book. Wisdom
throughout Proverbs may be defined almost as vir
tuous choice; instruction is literally * chastise-
ment,” moral training, Understanding stands
for what we would now better express by the word
‘discernment,” the power of distinction letween
right and wrong.

3. To receive. This isa part of the sentence
begun with the beginning of the first verse: “The
purpose of Solomon’s proverbs is to enable him
who studies them to receive ™ the four excellences
mentioned here,  Wisdom.  Faithfulness, Not
the same word in Ilebrew as the * wisdom” of
verse 2. Justice. *Rightcousness, uprightness.
Judgment. Fairmindedness, Equity, -
mony with the lnw of God. The student of Prov-
erbs, therefore, should acquire, by their help,
habits of prudence in personal eonduet, of morality
among his fellows, and of reverence for God

4. Subtilty. Sharpness, shrewdness. Sime
ple. Impressionable, susceptible, easily influcneed.
Young man. When these proverbs were coined
it would have been thought fantastic to furnish
similar helps to the young woman; she had
neither mental ability (so it was believed) nor so-
cial opportunity to take advantage of them. DBut
to-day these maxims of wisdom come to our young
women with equal appositeness and force with our
young men. Diseretion. Discernment.

5. A wise man will hear. Of course. Itis
the musical man who most delights in concert of
sweet sounds ; it is the artistic man who looks with
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greatest pleusure on puinting und seulpture ; so it
is the wise man who puts highest valuation on wis-
dom. Will increase learning, Ilere, again,
comparison with other activities may make plain
the conditions of the study of wisdom, IHow does
Paderewski acquire and develop fucility as a pian-
ist! By daily, hourly practice, Do you know
what Sir John Millais gave as the seerct of his sue-
cessinart ¢ * Constant study.,” What, then, will the
“wise man” do to * increas e will
“hear,” which ineludes * he 3" study und prac-
tice.  Wise ea els.  Literally, “clever states-
manship.”  So the wisdom which
his pupils to attain is not the useless learning of

learning ¢

Solomon desires

abookworm; it is a practieal, utilitarian, up-to=-

date,” wholesome shrewdness

but it begins (verse
T), not with selfish eruft, but with
Lord.”

6. To understand a proverb, and the

*the fear of the

terpretation. Ilere we have another purpose of
this collection.  Ancient Proverbs and parables
usually needed interpretation ; otherwise, why

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANN.

should the wise utter their wisdom in dark saye |

ings? Much of the wisdom of the ancient world
was recorded in terms intentionully obscure, Come
mon people were not to be trusted with it.  Solo-

mon’s teachings, carefully studied, furnished a k y
to unlock the enigmas of other sages,
7. The fear of the Lord is the
of knowledge.
philosophy, (Sce Proy
10; Eceles, 12, 13;
for loyal reverence,

beginning
18 is the essence of Hebrew
10; Job 28, 25 ; Psalm 111,

v. 16.83.) “Fear?

stands

On sueh reverene
character and reason are founded,
wisdom and instruc
and instruetion fools despisc

all sound
Fools despise

is slack and easy in his morul activ ities,
8. My son. Words spoken by the teacher to

the pupil: by the wise mun to the world at- lurge, |

Hear, Ilced. Instruetion.
ucation.  Forsake mnot. A negative, meaning
the affirmative obey. Law, P recptive teaching,

9. An ornament of grace unto thy head,
Jewels upon the brow after the fashion of orientul
women at least; probably kings and courtiers sim-
ilarly ormamented themselves, Chains about
thy neck, Golden necklaces,  Better than all
fequired graces, than all wealth or accomplish-
ments, is that wholesome character which a pious
mother and father seck to develop in their children,

10, If sinners entice thee. All sin, as well
wsull goodness, is infectious, Consent thou not.
Hewho parleys with temptation doubles its dunger,

Disciplinary ed-

n.  Better, ** wisdom |
Ie is a** fool ” who

| ofany bird.

A 619

11. Come with us. Nine tenths of the sins
to which youths of both sexes are liable come for-
ward ut first under the guise of social and frienly
enjoyment, Let us lay wait for blood, let
us lurk privily, Such a temptation as this in
modern life would be horrible, and would repel
many even who are not pronouncedly virtuous, but
in the life of the ancient Or nt such sins were as
much justified to the public conscience as * cor-
ners” in markets are to our modern publie con-
science,  Ionest and pure-minded people felt their
exceeding sinfulness, but the multitude glorified
the successtul bandit, just as they now glorify more
conventional but equally wicked men who achieve
suceess over the innocent without cause, that
is, those whose innocence does not protect them
from evil,

12, No violence was shrunk
termined sinners as these. There is a claim to
bravery which outlaws like Jesse James sometimes
make, and which much of our ‘* yellow-covered
lit ure” maintains, which is itself an induce-
ment to sin, and therefore sinful,

13. We shall find. Too suddenly acquired
riches tempts most men and women from the mid-
dle of the king's highws
alone do thix; he who has

from by such de-

Not highway robbers
cepted a bribe for his
vote, hie who has made an unjust lmrguin, is us cor-
rupt a spoilsman as the bandit,

14. Let us all have one purse. An appeal
to the romantie sentiment prevalent among the
youngy to admiration of frank and openhearted
generosity,

15. Walk not, , , refrain. “Turn from it
and pass away.”

16. For. The simple
injunction is that what
Avoid sin be

reason for the wise man’s
he reproves is wicked !
cause it is sinful,
17. In vain the net is spread in the sight
Jirds sce the snare and fly away ;
80 do you fly from temptation;

I8, They lay wait for their own blood,
A mun who secks to destroy others is really,
though he thinks it not, secking to destroy himself,
He who plans the murder of a vietim may be suid
to be planning his own gallows, Ie who secks to
ruin others is really ruining himself,

19. Greedy of gain. “The love of money is
the root of all evil,” Which taketh away the
life of the owners thereof, Greed for gain
ruins those who have it they “ pierce themselves
through with many sorrows,”

CRITICAL NOTES,

Verse 1, Proverb, Mashal, derived from

averb of the same root, meaning * to put or tie to-
gether, Ortocompare,” has been translated  simili-
tude, parable, precept, maxim,” ete. The word

proverb,” however, usually denotes ashort, pithy

saying, in which some great truth is couched in sim-
ple language,
4. 82, that Solomon spoke three thousand proverbs,

OfSolomon. Wereadin1 Kings
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1t is, however, needless to say that he is not the
author of the entire book, but beyond a reasonable
doubt the largest contributor. (See 22. 17; 24. 83;
30.1; 81. 1.)

2. Wisdom. Not worldly wisdom, nor yet
philosophy in the Greek or modern sense of the
word, but moral science or ethies, the law of God
concerning our duty to him, to our fellow-men, and
toourselves: or, as one has aptly said, *“ the philoso-
phy of practical life.” Imstruction. Literally
correction or chastisement, in allusion to the
method of teaching young people or children. The
first part of the book (chapters 1-9) scems to be
chiefly devoted to the youthful and inexperienced.
To discern the words of understanding.
Or, more literally, * to cause one to understand the
words,” ete, e abstract, as Stuart su;
used here for the concrete, henee understanding
might be rendered * intelligent ones,”

3. To receive truction in wise deale
ing. Iaskal rendered * wise dealing * here, and
** wisdom" in the Authorized Verson is really an in-
finitive, and the clause might, therefore, be ren-
dered: “To receive correetion to make wise 3 or,
in idiomatic English, * to reccive such correction or
instruction as will make one wise.” Ewald trans
lutes, ““ To receive a discipline of thoughtfulne:
Righteousness. That which is right in itsclf,
Judgment. What is usual, customary, or uc-
cording to common law. Equitys What would
be approved by good men. It is, however, doubt-
ful whether the ancient Hebrews really tried to
distinguish carefully between these three words,
They are rather used for rhetorical effect, for the
heaping up of synonymous words was a favorite
work for Semitic writers,

4. To give subtilty, That is, prudence or
shrewdness, such as will enable one to shun all
that is injurious to his well-being. The simple.
The English word simply means * without fold,”
““innocent,” or unsuspecting. The Hebrew word
means * open,” not shut or concealed, the opposite
of sly orcunning. To the young man. Who has
not yet learned the ways of the world, who has not
become proficient in the art of dissembling. Dise
cretion, The word so translated means * plan or
scheme " here, of course, in a good sense,

5. That the wise man may hear. Or,* let
the wise man hear,” and inerease in learning. The
author intimates that the colleetion, though cmi-
nently euleulated for the instruction of the youth,
was also worthy the attention of the wisest.
Sound counsels. The Hebrew word is from a
verbmeaning ** to manage or steer ; ** hence, * sound
counsels " is used metaphorically for thesteering of
a ship through life’s ocean.  Our word * cable " or
“ rope” is derived from the same root.

6. And a figure. Enigmatical words. A
sentence so involved as to need a commentary to
interpret it. Words of the wise. The Chocka-

mim were the professional teachers of wisdom,
We have the writings of the wise in what is yoyor
ally called the Hebrew Chockmak, or wisdon; |itor,
ture, which includes this book. Eeclesiastes,
many psalms, and Ecelesiasticus (in the Apocry pha),
Delitzsch adds to the SBong of Songs.  As already
hinted at, this entirc book does not pretend t, be
from the pen of Solomon. Dark sayings, The
original means * twisted or knotty speeehi ;* that is,
“ambiguous,” and understood only by those vl
are intelligent and studious.

7. The fear of the Lord. Some regar] this
verse as the closing part of the introduction, which
explains the nature of the book. It is, however,
better to consider it us the beginning of the collee
tion, the corner stone of Hebrew wisdom, The
word “ fear” is not used in the sense of terror, hut
rather of reverene No one can commune with
God and enjoy his love without a feeling of pro-
found adoration and reverence for his mujoty
Whoever is irreverent is not wise. This truth is
emphasized in the Old Testament. (Sce cliapter
9. 105 Job 28, 28; Psalm 110, 10; Eeccles.
Notice the marginal reading, where * chic
substitited for ** beginning : " “ According to the fear
of the Lord is the perfection or the summit of wis-
dom.”  But the foolish despise. * Foolish " is
derived from a word meaning *to be slack or in-
active,” as if the foolish were too indolent and list-
less to have moral convietions, absolutely inditferent
to the claims of religion, The word * fool.” as used
in this book, is almost synonymous with the wicked,
the transgressor of moral law, A person who will-
fully sins against God and his own best interests
lacks wisdom and borders upon insanity

8. My son. In Eastern lands, where the teacher
assumed the parent’s place, ** my son * was the sl
way of addressing a pupil. It oceurs over and over
in this book, and sometimes even in the New Tes-
tament, (See 1 Cor. 4. 155 1 John 2, 1.) Thy
father. Not nceessarily in a literal sense, but
rather a teacher in sacred things, in wisdom,
Some, however, without sufficient reason, regard
these words as spoken by Solomon to Rehoboam,
The law of thy mother. The mother men-
tioned along with the father *“is only a natural ex-
pansion of the idea of the figure, suggested by the
law of poetie parallelism.” — Zickler.

9. A chaplet of grace. Or, in idiomatic
English, * a graceful wreath.” And charms. A
necklace or a chain worn around the neck. Obedi-
ence to parents and teachers are more attractive
than the costliest ornaments,

10. If sinners entice thee. The verbis in
the piel or intense form; thus we may read: “If
sinners persist in enticing thee.” Sinners will do
their best to lead boys and girls astray. The
world is full of temptation ; blessed is he who has
found a friend in Jesus and has learned to over-
come in his name and by hishelp. Consent thou

Oct. 25.]

not. Sin¢
his will,

11. Let
an army of
ruining you
for the des
cause, ** L
for those wi
and murder,
der, without
ing “vain”

“ Lot us lurk

12. Let
Sheol,  She
here mentiol
And whols
erucl even thy
godown to
more than tl
Some translate
right.”  This

13. Preci
and precious
stealing, nor
for what thes
thieves. Whoe
low-man, and ¢
work without ;
from u highway

14, Cast th
sharc our fortuy
custom among
which could

B18) We v

are brothers, we

sothat the mosf

17, For in
asilly bird will
open, much Jes:
dowed with re,
nature of the cas
plotting destrue
the retribution

selves, — Noyes,

18, For thei
the wicked been ¢
at the very hour
others!  How try
liess is avenged ¢
be able to concey
&yes and eseape d
¢ye he can never
bly follow,

19, 8o are 1k
of gain.  What
u.vnl Fupacity must
sire for gain, dis
divine, wil eve
bm(hn-rlmu.w, It
owners, How Ji



not. Sincan guin no vietory over anyone againsg
his will,

11, Let us lay wait for blood. There is |

an army of wicked men and women who live by
ruining young people, who (h-lilu-mh-l.\' luy snares
for the destruction of the Young.  Without
causes *“ Let us lie in ambys), for the unsuspecting,
for those who have never injured us,  Let us roly

and murder, simply for the guin or to secure plun- |

der, without malice op vengeance.” Others, connect-
ing “vain™ with “innoec nt,"” readt he eluuse :
“Let us lurk for him who in vain is innocent,”

12, Let us swallow them up alive as
Sheols  Sheol swallows the dead, but the sinners
here mentioned Propose to swallow the living,
And whole, |y perfeet health, Thus more
erucl even than death and the grave, Those that
godown to the pit, The Pit can mean nothing
more than the grave, (Sce Psulm 98, 13 88, 5,)
Some translate the word rendered whole by “up-
right.”” This is against the arallelism,

13. Precious substance, Sucl) g Jjewelry
and precious stoues, Men steal not for the love of
stealing, nor yet for love of the articles stolen, but
for what these can buy. There are thieves and
thieves. Whoever takes tindue advantago of his fel-
low-man, and compels him to give up property or do
work without a fair compensation, differs but little
from a highway robber,

14, Cast thy lot among us, “Join our band,
share our fortune,” Some sce a reference here to
custom among thieves of throwing lots for that
which could not be div ided.  (Compare Psalm
B05) We will all have one purse. “Wg
are brothers, we shall make un even distribution,
sothat the most unlucky shall not suffer,”

17, For in vain is the net spread. Even
asilly bird will not full into a snare with jits eyes
°pen, much less ought an intelligent youth en-
dowed with reason full into sin, w hich in the very
tiature of the case will end in destruction, ¢ While
plotting destruction for others, they are blind to
the retribution which is sure to full upon them-
selves.”— Noyes,

I8. For their own blood. TIfow often have
the wicked been caught in their own devices, caught
at the very hour they were planning the ruin of
others!  How true it is that sooner or luter w icked-
liess 1s avenged even in this life.  But should one
be able to conceal all his meanness from human
e and eseape detection here below, there is one
¢ye he can never escape, and penalty will inevita-
bly follow,

19, So are the ways of everyone greedy
of gnin. What an awful pieture ! Covetousness
and rapacity muysg end in ruin, Ap inordinate de-
sire for gain, dian-gur(hng all law, human and
divine, i) eventually sap qll manhood and
brotherliness, Jg taketh away the life of the
owners, How literally has this awful truth been

fulfilled time and again ! How many oppressors
have been ruthlessly murdered, how many thieves
and murderers huve been put to death, and how
many more are in constant dr, id of the avenging
hund of those whom they have wronged and op-
pressed!

Thoughts for Young People,
The Way to Wisdom,

Lo Zhe way to wisdom is to be frung by heeding
the counsels of the wise, The youth who turns gy ay
from the advice of hLis elders turns toward yuin,
The saying, “A man is known by the company he
keeps,” is preeminently true of the Young, In
carly life our hearts and minds are open to all in-
fluences; und our choiees of mpanionship are
really choices of eharacter and d stiny.  Avoid evil
Companions, no matter how much they allure,

2o The way to wisdom lies in the path of rever-
ence,  God is the souree of ull wisdom ; Justice and
cquity are its outcome, N one will obey God's
commands who does not revere God, and no one
can develop wisdom without obeying God's com-
mands,  Whenever one turns away from wrong
and sin he turns toward wisdom,

The way to wisdom is the way from punisioment,
Wicked men forget that God sees them, und will
surely punish, The temptation of a short cut to
wealth, to the acquirement of that w hich causes
others long years of steady application and carefu)-
ness, is one of the most dangerous temptations of
modern times, But God ignores neither vice nor
virtue,

4. The way to wisdom lies in ohedience to parents,
who are the natural guardians of youth, Parental
care and parentul rule are God's ordinance for the
protection of the Young. Wear these bonds obe-
diently and lovingly, and they shall be an ornament
of grace to thy heud and chains about thy neck,

By Way of Ilustration,

The Proverbs of Solomon, “I fail to s )

thing remarkuble in Proverbs,” said a scoffer, fli

¥
pe

antly, “Do you?" was the answer; “t)en make
¥ Y ¥ 3

I

afew proverbs, and show us how it is done,”

A proverb is universal experience expressed in
pithy form, Itis true everywhere—in all nations
and centuries, No proverb ever becomes obsolete,
Robert South says: “What is a proverb but the
experience and obser ation of several ages gathered
and summed up into one expression 2"  The Book
of Proverbs contains the cthies of the Old Testa-
ment,  Coleridge named the book “The States-
man’s Manual ; * but it owes its Statesmanship to
its perfuct accord with the principle that nations
and kingdoms are dependent upon God, Words-
worth says : “The Proverbs of Solomon come from
ubove." =2, 0, Mears,
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Wisdom. Wisdom is the right use of knowl-
edge. Knowledge refers to acquirements, while
wisdom refers to conduet.  Wisdom is sanctified
common sense. It is intelligent faith, Tt is some-
times personified as if it were aliving word; and
we may take wisdom in the Old Testument as
dimly foreshadowing Christ, the Word of God in
the New Testament.,

Verses 1-6.  Tell some of adding faith to fuith,
one degree of grace to another, and you will find
they have more mind to join house to house und
field to field. It is earth, carth; and they never
think they have had enough of it till death comes
and stops their mouth with a shovelful digged out
of their own grave, — Gurnall.

Henry 1V of France asking the Duke of Alva if
he had observed the eclipses happening in that
year, he answered that he had so much businesson
earth that he had no leisure to look up to heaven.
A sud thing it is to see men so bent on the things
of this world as never to think of the heaven which
bends over them,—Spencer,

Verses -9, There are many locks in my house,
and all with different keys, but I have one master-
key which opens all.  So the Lord has muny
treasuries and secrets shut away from worldly
minds which they cannot open. But he who walks
in fellowship with Jesus possesses the master-key
which will admit him to all the blessings of the
covenant; yea, to the very heart of God,.—Spur-
geon.

Deceitfulness of sin.  Verses 10-19. What a dia-
bolical invention was the * Virgin's kiss,” once
used by the fathers of the Inquisition! The vie-
tim was pushed forward to kiss the image, when,
lo! its arms inclosed him n a deadly embrace,
piercing his body with a hundred hidden knives,
The tempting pleasures of sin offer to the unwary
just such a virgin's kiss, and then the daggers of
remorse and despair wound beyond all remedy.

A tourist, in speaking of' the hideous representa-
tions of the devil by the old artists, said, ** Such a
devil as that would never tempt anyone. The
Bible ys he comes as an angel of light; and
Shukespeure says, * The devil is a gentleman,’”

The most successful fisherman puts his skill into
his bait on the hook. The most dungerous places
are those most finely decorated. The road is
straight between the elegant saloon, with its mir-
rors and dazzling array of silver, and the vilest
dive, whose rotten floors reck with filth and dis-
ease, Beauty covering a corrupt heart Is worse
than uglivess.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
There is a period in the development of all nations
when they come to use sententious utterances, and
generally develop a distinct literature of proverb-

iul character, Some of these are mercly tle
observations of ordinary practieal life, In
Eastern nations they include agood deal that i
worthy of place among proverbs, as such, '
distinguishing feature of the seriptural proverls i«
that they have always a high moral purpose, 1
ing of the flat and inane order being found ay
them, Very sententious proverbs may, howeyr,
be picked out from among ulmost all the **saying "
of the oriental nations, though mixed with u ¢
deal thatis of a tamo and trifling character, We
select from the Chinese some of' the best, huving
moral bearing or relating to propricties of conduct ;
“ Advance along the right way, and retreat fr
the evil way.” *“Do not betray the secrit
the household.” *“Be humane to ani:
“ Reetify yourself and convert men.”  * Have pit
for orphans and show compassion to widow i
 Rejoice at the success of others, and symyputhize
with their reverses, as though you were in their
place.” *“Do not expose the faults of others”
“ Bestow fuvors without expeeting recompense.”
“Give willingly.,” “A man who does these
things is called virtuous. All men respeet Lim,
Providence protects him,  Good fortune and oftice
attend him, The demons flee from him. The
godlike spirits guard him. He sueceeds in all tha
he lays his hand to, and to him is given the hope
of immortality,” * Ile who wishes to become an
immortal of heaven must do a thousand and three
hundred good works. He who wishes to becone
an immortal of earth must do three hundred good
works.” * Do not take advantage of the ig ce
of men to deceive them by lying words.”
not divulge the faults of your parents,” Do not
buy groundless praise.” * When you sec others
covered with glory and honor, do not desire to see
them exiled from the country.” “A hundsome
figure excites the admiration of the world, hut it
does not deceive heaven.” * Do not laugh ut the
deformitics of others.” *“Do not deceive the
innocent and set snares for them.” * Live in
harmony with your wife,” * Wives, respect yonr
husbands.” * Grieve not that men know you not,
but grieve that you are ignorant of men”
“ Governing with equity resembles the north star,
which is fixed, and all the stars surround it"
“Learning withous retlection will profit nothing:
reflection without learning will leave the wind
uneasy and miserable,” ** Knowledge produces
pleasure clear as water ; complete virtue brings
happiness solid as & mountain ; knowledge pervades
all things; virtue is tranquil and happy ; knowl-
edge is delight ; virtue is long li ** Without
virtue, both riches and knowledge secm to me like
the passing cloud ; the sage's conduct is affeetion
and benevolence in operation.” ** The man who
possesses complete virtue wishes to fix his own
mind therein, and also to fix the minds of others;
he wishes to be wise himself, and would fuin render
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others equally wise,” Those who searching for
virtue refuse to stay among the virtuous, how can
they obtain knowledge 2 “I find no man who
esteems virtue as men esteem pleasure,” 4 e
perfect man loves all men; he is not governed by
private interest, but only regards the public good or
right reason,  The wicke

loves if you give, and like:
* The pertect man is ne

is elearly stuted, Impress upon the ol
only safe way in ull cases of te:
doing by others is to follow the advice as given in
verse 15: * My son, walk not thou in the w ay with
them ; refrain thy foot from their path.” In this
' connection quote Psalm 1, 1,2, The sure result of
such wickedness gs spoken of is given in verse 18
—the final destruction of the wicked themselves,
Specifie application, Our lesson to-
wise words and warning words,
come first, where wo are exhorted
struction of the father and mother.  The need of
this teaching to-day is apparent in our land.  God
honors those who honor him, was the thought in
our last Sunday’s Golden Text (1 Sum, 2,
we honor him by keeping his conmundments,
The commandment to honor futher and mother is
the first commandment with promise, The en-
ticements to evil are so umerous to-day that we
must be constantly on our guard and strengthen
ourselves agninst these temptations.  They come in
all sorts of forms, but perhaps one of the worst is
the temptation to get rich quickly, even though it
be done by questionable means, Lot us beware of
this temptation, and carnestly strive to render an
honest equivalent, as far us we may, for what we
gain,

ass that the
mptation to wrong-

1l num, on the contrary,
s if you commend him, »
ver satisfied with himself,
1 with himself is not perfect, lle
that is sedulous and de

day gives us
He that is satisfie

The wise words

sirous to improve in his to heed the in-

studies is not ashamed to stoop to ask of others,”

Before the Class,
Introduction, B ¢in the

lesson with a few words
about the Book of Proy.

erbs, giving the ecluss as
clearly as possible g goneral idea of its
authorship, composition, and v,
to-day. As the lesson text

30), and

varied
alue to the world
i3 developed have
parallel proverbs, or similar ones from other parts
ofthe book, read by members of the class, De-
finca proverb, Why so helpful 7 Quote some of
the choicest ones and ask the class to memorize
them,  Bring in other proverbs and compare them
with those contained in the Book of Provers,
Development of the tort, We see at Jeast four
Parts to the verses selected us our lesson for the
Uiy : (a) The purpose of the hook (verses 1-6); (8)
What true wisdom is (verse 7); (o)
lortation to obedience (verses 8, 9)
fguinst evil ways (verses 10-19),
The purpose of the book is to giy guidance to
the youth, that they may know wisdom and be so
uided in their choices that these choices may be the
right ones, In Solomon's time, as in our own
time, there was great need of just such Practieal

wisdom as is contained in this collection of prov-
erbs,

Close the lesson with the th
the purposes of our hie.
act right, and in o
proval. - Let us, then, w
are the issues of life,

ought that if we keep
't right before God we shall
¥ which will meet his ap-
atch the heart, for out of it

A positive ex-
s(d) A warning

References,

Freemay, Ver, o Jewels, nec

11: Waiting for booty, 423,
444,

aces, 476, Ver,
‘er, 12: The  pit,”

The next verse—the Sth—shows how g wise man
receives wisdom, and the result—an increase of
learning, There ure too many to-day who wi|l
ueither profit by the wise advice of others nor by
their own disastrous experiences.  There are (oo
many Solomons who know ¢ wisdom's ways," byt
donot walk therein, Do not let us swell the nym-
ber. Verse 7 gives us the beginning of the road of
true wisdom—+the fear of tho Lord.” Wo should
have constantly before us the guiding principles of
God's word and seek to follow these prineiples, at
the same time getting all the light upon our path-
Way which is possible from the wisdom and ex-
perience of others, The law of obedience to the
nstruction and law of the parents is then stated,
nd the resuly beautifully expressed,

cases

The Teachers’ Meeting,
As an introduction to the I

esson, obtain various
definitions of o proverh by

scholars compare
views and give a clear definition, ., Hustration of
a proverb in “extrget of meat,” of which a small
Jar will contain the con ntrated essence of many
pounds; “condensed milk,” ete. .., Next notice the
uim of the Proverbs, Call attention to these aims
as the especial needs of Youth,,,
author, Solomon, his history,
ter, and why his counse

Notice also the
position, and eharac-
I8 are worthy of notice,
One who has tried Pleasure and found it vanity
well counsel others. .. . Show also the two founda-
tion stones on which the Proverbs rest, (Verses
7,8.) 1) The fear of the Lord; 9) obedience to
parents.... Any philosophy of life which removes
cither of these sanctions will be sure tolead astray,
«oviTake, lastly, the warnings of the lesson against
evil companions, robbery, ete. ... More needed now
than ever, in the age of a literature which tukes
the robber as its hero; for example, Jesse James,

can

. Instance

r have the class do 50, of notable examples
of filial ohedience,

The last section (verses 10-19) is full of warn-
Ing, The temptation here shown is the gain of
sudden riches through open robbery, The remedy
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ete....The detective stories of to-day are tending
to make eriminals, and the warnings of our lesson
are needed by the young.

Blackboard.

WARNING WORDS.

TRENGTHEN _ NTICEMENT
THY e OF
OUL VIL.

EAR

wise MEN Heeo.

“Take ye heed lest ye fall.”

WISE WORDS.

INSTRUCTION | THE LAW
OF THY
CHRISTIAN
FATHER |  MOTHER
HEARD AND FOLLOWED
BRING

BLESSING AND STRENGTH.

Fools despise wisdom and instruction,

BE NOT ONE OF THESE,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No.1.
Lord, do not leave me.
Holy Spirit, fuithful guide.
Suviour, like a shepherd lead us,
Tuke my life.
I need thee every hour.,
No. 2.
Forth in Thy name.
I want a heart to pray.
All for Jesus.
Happy the soul to Jesus joined,
Jesus, in whom the Godhead’s rays,

Palestine Before the Coming of
the Hebrew.,
BY REV. B. F. RAWLINS, D.D
To our imaginations there is a vast prehistone
realm in Palestine before the date that records
ed
its soil for the first time. It geems like as it is
when one looks up to the height and vast «
of a great mountain, or off over the expanse of
the ocean—feeling that there are things hevond
the view all real and full of life, though so far

the moment when the feet of Abraham pie

away and inaccessible.

There is a similar interest belonging to some
other localities, as, for instance, Amevica before
the coming of the Spaniard, or Mexico before the
time of the Aztec. But the intervest in Palestine
is greater, because this land stands connected
with so many events that have affected not only
great nations, but the whole destiny of mankind
Even in the one side of the history open—tle side
this side of Abraham—attention becomes all the
more rapt when we feel that we can see no far
ther, and the question, What of Palestine before
the coming of the Hebrew ? presses upon our
historie curiosity with an interest that is all the

greater.

The mystery is not altogether beyond solution.
Science is making wonderful advances in the dis-
covery of the oldest settlements of the human
race. Archieology, especially, is discovering not
only the settlements, but the households, and the
furniture, and domestic implements, and lan-
guages, and many of the everyday customs and
manners of life belonging to the most ancient
nations and peoples of the earth, With the ex-
ception of the Semitic people, the other branches
of mankind have settled abodes and formed then-
selves at a very early period into settled govern-

ments, where they soon left their impress in
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"PRIMARY TEACHERS

' DEPARTMENT.

Primary Notes,
Tuk teacher of the little
highest themes—~God, Heq

ones deals with the
en, Eternal Life, The
Soul, The Life of the Spirit—and *“ who is suffi-
cient for these thin,

Surely none, save those who can pray from the
beart,

“0 teach me, Lord, that I may teach.”

The true primary teacher is ever on the look-
out for new helps, new methods, new and better
ways of working, It is
company of these enthusiastic workers gathered

an inspiration to see a

in convention, or in one of their own Primary
Unions.  So ready to give, so ready to take, so
full of questions, and so ardently progressive and
sympathetic are they !

The spirit, too, which prevails among these |

workers is of the kindliest and most helpful,
Wiho ean, indeed, be much with little children and
not share in the *kingdom of heaven " spirit ?

Primary work and workers received strong in-
dorsement and encouragement at the International
Sunday School Convention in Boston, The “ State
I y Council,” so successfully inaugurated by
New Jersey, was most cordially indorsed, and
will doubtless be adopted in its essential features
by other States. It is an admirable working
plan, and means progress wherever found.

The Summer School of Primary Methods, held
in three sections this year in the State of New
Jersey, was a full year in advance of last sum-
mer's school.  The quality of the instruction was
high, and teachers and pupils alike—all learners,
indecd—rejoiced together in opportunities to
and to take,

give

But what shall the teachers do to whom such
privileges are not granted ?  All the more keep
eyes and ears and heart open to receive the best
vays of teaching little children from whatever
Source.  Above all, study the word of God, and
the little child! A sympathetic knowledge of
the child is an essential to wise, right teaching,
The child lives in a world of his own, and that
world the teacher must patiently, prayerfully seek
1 enter.  Faith, love, and study will work
wonders |

|

/
/

Birthday Services,

(A mirTHDAY bank should be found in every
primary class, The child who has had a birthday
during the week may bring as many pennies as he
is years old for the bank, and standing before the
school all repeat together the following :)

BIRTHDAY PRAYER.
Dear Father, let thy blessing rest
Upon our little friend 3
Thy tender love hath followed (her),
And shall unto the end.
We pray thee that (her) life may be
To loving service given ;
And that we all may dwell at last
With her, at homes in heaven.
BIBLE WORDS,

(To be given responsively, or by the
tendent and teachersalone ;)

Ye are the children of the Lord.

superin-

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth,
I love them that love me, and those that seel
me early
It is more blessed to give than to receive,
Thou art my portion, O Lord : I have said that
I would keep thy word.
For length of days and long life and peace shait
they add unto thee,
BIRTHDAY SONG,
Tune—** Precious Jewels.”
We praise thee, we praise thee,
Our dear heavenly Father,
For birthdays, for all days,
The gifts of thy love,
Chorus,
Teach us how to spend them.
Begin them and end them,
Thy blessing attend them,
Dear Lord, from above,
We love thee, we love thee,
Our dear heavenly Father,
We lift up our voices
Together in song.
Chorus,
We know thou dost hear us,
We know thou art near us,
To comfort and cheer us,
And keep us from wrong,

(After the dropping of the pennies, one by one,
the children counting as they fall, the following
may be said or sung by the class, If sung, let it
be to the tune of “Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear
me:")
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A BIRTHDAY WISH,
Heavenly Father, let thy blessing
Rest upon this child of thine ;
Thou hast led her, clothed her, fed her,
Kept her by the power divine,
Through (six) happy years of ehildhood,
y) has been kept by thee;
thy love and wisdom guide her
‘lirough the years that ave to be,

(Change name, age, ete., to suit the occasion.)
P S
Recruiting.
BY ALICE MAY DOUG

Every child should be in the primary depart-
ment at as early an age as possible.

It should be the duty of every primary teacher
to make a canvuss of the church and community,
and see how many of these tiny cherubs she can
gather in.  She should also be on the lookout for
ull the very little people who are occasionally
brought to preaching service but not to Subbath
school.  Every Childven’s Day should bring in
quite a harvest of such pupils.

A method I have found successful in mus.
teving in these little ones is to tell the present
pupils to bring their babies to our class, Then
comes a volume of information on the virtues of
said infants while a blank look comes to the faces
of those whose homes are babyless. On the fol-
lowing Sabbath they ave brought to school and
recorded as pupils, Each child will take great
pride in exhibiting the younger brother or sister,

The little strangess are delighted with the cards
and pictures and papers. I often think they enjoy
everything in the room much more than do some
of the older ones, Their parents tell me that they
talk incessantly of what they hear, ask every day
if it is not Sunday so they can go to the class, and
sometimes sing over the primary songs after they
have gone to hed.

Every school should have a kindergarten de-
partment for children of the kindergarten age,
and even if the teacher at first feels that she can-
not teach in accordance with the principles of
Froebel she can interest the precious charges
placed in her care as best she knows how. She
can teach them songs and short Bible verses and
tell them some of the simple stovies of Seripture,
If it is impossible to have such a department, let
the babies come into the regular primary depart.
ment, At all events do not neglect the little chil.
dren.  Go to their homes for them again and
again, if necessary, but get them.

Preview of the Fourth Quarte;'s
Lessons.

BY MRS. J. 8. OSTRANDER,

A REVIEW is the gathering up at the close of 4
quarter's lessons the entire teachings around one
or more central points, The advantage is lurgly
for the benefit of the scholar,

A preview is a forecasting of a quarter’s Jo
—intended for the teacher in the developme
the lessons to be taught, and may serve also qs 3
review, thus increasing her teaching power,

With this in view, we have prepared a preview
of the fourth quarter’s lessons. The centrl
thought being Jesus, Ovr Grear Kixa,

Siow A Crowy or Promisk,
Lesson I. 1 Kings 1, 28-89,

Upon map or sand map, outline Jevusalem and
locate Pool of Lower Gilion,

On Mount Zion mark throne with a block,
Give lgsson story. A king promised. A king
opposed. A promise fulfilled. A king proclainied,
From these lead to Jesus, our great King. Teach
Golden Text.

Call a little boy, and have a little girl place
crown of flowers upon his head.

Crows or Hvainiry,
Lesson IL 1 Kings 3. 5-15,
Locate Gibeon and Jerusalem upon map or sand
map. .
Tell of King Solomon's dream, Place on the
blackboard a scroll, money bag, and sword, to

vepresent his wise choice, Show his humility by
honoring his father, confessing his ignorance, de-
pendence on God, and seeking k:nowledge. Repeat
the Golden Text, and make plain the humility of
Jesus, our great King.

Call a little boy to the front to wear the crown
of Humility, placed on his lead by a little girl.

Crows or Wisnow,
Lesson 1II. 1 Kings 4. 25-34.

Describe Solomon's wealth and wisdom. Have
five gilt paper frames pinned on the blackboard,
In the first draw tables of stone, emphasizing the
thought of obedience to God. In the second,
draw a heart. [*Seek ye first the kingdom,” ete]
In the third, the book. [“ Kingdom of heaven is not
ment,” ete,] Inthe fourth a scepter. [* Neverman
spake,” ete.] In the fifth a cross, [“Belold a
greater than Solomon,” ete.]
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Havea little girl place the erown of Wisdom on
the head of a boy, Teach Golden Text,

. 627

| tittle girl crowns the ligte boy, she should repeat,
“Be thou faithful unto death,” ete,

CROWN oF RiGuteovsygss

CrowN oF Bressig,

Lesson IV. Prov, 1 1-19 Lesson VIIL  Proy, 4 1-17.

Out of various colored paper

Picture the king's garden with paths throug
's make seven large : i ' I through
i he bl
pearls.  Pin to the bl

" v | it. Make a gate at the begiuning for childho
kboard, These are after. | 't fak e & o uning childhood,
" 3 and at the end g palace for heaven,
ward to be hung upon the neck of a little girl, X - .
3 T ” fruits growing, In this lesson we
In the first pearl write ‘Knowledge” (fourth = A
P w | The fruit trees are
verse of lesson) ; second pearl, “ Fear the Lord ;
third, *“ Obedience ; » fourth, “Say NO;” fifth,

Speak of
have a garden,
(namely), “ Trust in the Lord,”
* Acknowledge Him,» « Depart from Ey il," “ Honor
" b ¥ . the Lord,” * Despise not Chastening,” “ gy Wis.
“Honesty ;™ sixth, “Industry ;" seventh, “Good P " ) :‘I' o R ' '8 .”'l o
\ " s dom ™ (Christ in his garden in Song of Solomon)
Compan Show these thing » %

. Teacher may develop these topic
following in the lesson,

8 to be righteous.
ness which adorn our great King,
Have little girl place the crown

s from statements
upon a little

Use crown as previously

s suggested,
boy classmate, & i Crows or Grogy,
ROWN or Work, & -
Lesson IX, 1 Kings 10, 1-10,
Lesson V, 1 Kings 5, 1-12,

This lesson is a word picture in its
Jerusalem on the map,

Locate on the map Jerusalem, Le
set. Show model or diagram

'lf. 'A(h\'"le
y and mark divection from
the south, Draw Upon or pin to the 1]
camels or other objec

banon, and the
of temple,  Also
show pieces of cedar, fir, and white marble, De.
seribe gathering material,

Tell that the temple had a foundation, walls,
gate; was built for worship; could e defiled.
Draw la heart.  Write within, « My heart is
God's living temple.” Who is our foundation ¥
What is our material 9 Wlho helps us build #
Answer.  Our great King.

Have alittle girl place the erow nof Work on the
Lead of a boy, Golden Text,

uckboard
ts mentioned in the lesson,
and graphically tell the story.  Teach that all na.
tions will come to acknowledge
great King,

Question, Are we happy subjects ¥
little girl to place the ¢
boy's head.  Golden

nd worship our

Select a
own of Glory upon u little
Xt.

Crowx or OBEDIENCE,

Lesson )

1Kings 11, 4-13,

Draw upon or pin tables of stone to the black-
board,  Show an idol, or a picture of one, Also
some kind of a danger signal, Having deseribed
Solomon’s sins, teach that bad associations lead to
evil, and sinful acts make us forget God,
obedience to God's commands,

Crows OF CoNSECRATION,

sson VI 1 Kings 8, 54-63,

Make the brazen altar, laver, table, and show-
biead, golden candlestick, altar of incense, and
ark, from gilt paper ; pin to the blackboard within
dingram of temple. Teach from the ‘mbols (in
order) sacrifice, cleansing, knowledge of God,
light of the Spirit, prayer, and peace.  Place
the crown of Consecration on the head of a little

oy, Repeat Golden Text. Close with prayer of
fifty-eighth verse,

Impress
He remembers
hiis promises to keep them.  Our great King was
tempted in all points without sin,
Place crown of Obedience

Golden Text,
upon a scholar’s head,

CrOWN oF TEMPERANCE,

Lesson XI.  Prov. 23, 1

5-25,
CROWN oF Fartnrciygss, Draw on the blackboard five hearts one above
the other, Name them * father,” « mother,” “ gis.
ter,” “ brother,” and baby.”  Describe them as a
happy family, and give reasons why. In each
heart write a letter spelling word * Happy,”
cach letter write “ Honor to p

Lesson VII, 1 Kings 0. 1.9,

Show & picture of the temple. Place a heart
o the blackboard, Repeat, “ My heart,”

ete,
Teacher,

od told Solomon he would be with his
people while they vere faithful to Lim,

Place a ved flag on the blackbourd, Pin on
the flag tables of stone and an idol. Show their
dinger in turning away from God by breaking his
mmand and worshiping idols, As the

From
arents ; " ¢ Associate
with wise people ;" « Pure habits ;" « Pledged to
temperance; " “Young in God's service.,” I

e-
velop these teachings,  Show how our great King
overcame the world. Select a little girl and place
crown of Temperance,
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CROWN OF SALVATION.
Lesson XIL  Matt. 2, 1-12,

Show on the map or sand chart Bethlehem and
Jerusalem, and mark divection from the East.

Pin to the blackboard a house, with a star above
it,and three wise men, Tell the beautiful story
of the lesson. God gives us light to lead us
to our great King and a book that tells us
about him., The truly wise seek him. We
must worship him. Offer him our gifts, praise,
prayer, service. He is King of Kings, Lord of
lords, and Saviour of the world, Place crown
of Salvation on one. State that it is for all.

Review,
Lesson XIIIL

We suggest a Christmas exercise to he made
with the crowns,

Write a brief statement for each crown, to be
recited by twelve little girls who shall afterward
crown the little boys chosen. The class to answer
questions on the lessons, and sing an appropriate
song,

rown Him, all ye little childven.”

The crowns to be made of stiff white paper,
with three points on the front, and made narrow
at the back. Get a set of Golden Text
the quarter [Nevins & Kane, 40 West Thirteenth
Street, New York], and paste according to lesson,
one on the front of each crown; then tie the
crown at the back with ribbon of the same color.
Name each crown with large letters over text
band. Twelfth crown to be covered with gilt
paper with star,

(This may be made a beautiful and most sug-
gestive Christmas exercise if the teacher will care-
fully follow the directions given by Mrs, Ostran-

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER.

LESSON 1. (October4,)

SOLOMON ANOINTED KING.-1 Kings
1. 28-39.

Gorpex Texr. * Keep the charge of the Lord
thy God, to walk in his ways” (1 Kings 2. 3).

Primary Notes,
BY MRS, J. H. POLUEMUS,

I know a young girl w
mother wus to leave
two or three wecks
fore going, she said to |
daughter: “1 want
take my placc
gone ; try to muke thet

TR = happy, give up you
pleasure to make the home pleasant ; be q o
to your father and a good care-ts
sister.”  Now there is one word that tells wl
talk was, [Print * Charge” on what will
top of the roll.] It was a charge, and a charge |
something that one person gives another to
master charges a servant to be faithful in his work ;
a teacher charges his scholurs to be diligent wyd
obedient ; and I'm going to tell you to-day about o
futher who gave a charge to a son,

This father had been a king for many years. Ilis
life had been a hard one; he had fought many hat
tles, and had many troubles, but through Al h
loved and served God. What was his uawe?
[Print “* David * ubove * Charge.”] We have come
now in our story to the time when David wi
he did not know very well what was being do
his kingdom und things were going wrong;
think, one of his sons said, * 1 will be king
[Tell what he did to bring this about (1 Kings
1. 5-10).]

Nuthan the prophet saw the wrong that wus
being done, He knew God had chosen the one wh
should be king in Duvid’s place. Who was it?
[Print ** S8olomon”* on the right side of the roll.] T
was Nuthan's work to set things right, and this i
how he didit, [Givethe events of 1 Kings 1. 11-37.]
It did not take Nuthan and Zadok long to find and
tell Solomon the great news, and very quickly Zadok
brought the horn of oil from the tabern
pouring the oil on Solomon’s head, anointed him
king. Then the trumpets were blown and the peo-
ple shouted, * God save King Solomon.” Whata
day of rejoieing that was ! the air was filled with the
shouts of the people and the sound of music. [Now
tell how these happy sounds reached Adonijuh and
what happened (verses 41-53).]

So Solomon was anointed king and David’s life
drew near its end, but before he should die he had
some loving words to say to Solomon : he wanted to
tell him how to be a good king ; he had a charge to
give him. T can imagine the old king, very weak
and feeble, his hair white, and his eyes dim; Tean
sce the strang, hundsome, young king stunding be-
fore his father. Hark ! the father says, 1 gothe
way of ull the earth” [that meunt he was soon to
die) ; ** be strong therefore and show thysclfaman.'”
Let us write these two things on the board. [Print
“Be strong” and *“a man.”] But David he

more to say
the Lord ** ¢
“Waulk in G
ients ' bela
v what ¢
it Davic
Golden T
atiful pr
ul 1 King
his charg
nd writ
snot like o
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g0,

» you thir

s Nolom

f us
later Jes
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1 desus and
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these mi
vith the

«away and
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Tesu
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F it isa goo
Fus, and do you know 1 find that many
t gave a charge like it 1o his d

| fine it in our Bible It was long after David

S— l\’mdwrrun'vmn Hints,
and

BY MARY 4. CHISHOLM Fostgy
s ways " and ¢ * Keep his command KINDERGARTEN Dy TMENT. - Solomon Anoint
relow man.”| Do you suppose Solomon, od King. 1 Kings 1, 5234
the Lord had given? I think GOLDEN Text, “ Keep
t David tells him dgain § this was jt, Repeat thy God, to walk in hi
With the chary wl had given \IDs 10 e Ky

orwhom? Y

f Sol
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JlHl.unthvl (nhnu\:,. ” eame,  David ke
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Tuesday.  Dayid thought that he

green; ¢ Charge,” Solomon beeay

ild trust
16 had been a good and obedient
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Wednes

| for the peo
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rything ready for the church,
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¢ for God, love
¢ kingdom, and lo

ve for his son,

of spirit between

| the king, the ,\.W;_A )
a man-

¢ the harmony

1 h, and the ex-
Pressions of joy voiced by the trumpets

Friday. David said to his « m, ** Now show thy-
self & man," ana then he told hun the words we
in our Golden Text, Tt us sy it:  Keep

2¢ of the Lord thy God, to w alk in his

This means, ohey Gog's word and walk jy
right paths, doing good an | being good
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Narvre: Work. The children may be told of
what David once said about stars, and talk about
This month is
one when the stars are to be clear and bright, We
may talk of them every day this week, David won-
dered that God could eare for us when he has to care
forsomany stars.  But he knows all thestars, and he
knows all the little children,  Study Froebel's song
and picture of ** The Little Maiden and the Stars.”
She talks of the father and mother stars,  [Study
this picture, |
Art Work,  Show some pictures of autumn night

things—rings, searf pins, canes, and other 1hinee
too many for me to tell yon—they had heloyg |~.
the friend who had died. Cun you think w}
gentleman had been taken to see them ? The |y
said to him, “ T want you to have something 1),
helonged to my husband, look at the tuble, uy

his enjoyment in studying th

what did she tell him to do?  He was not to 1k,

ally he was to make a * choice.”

Suppose you had a rich friend who si
you to choose something for him to ¢
wonder what you would choose. |Let the ehildw

suggest what they wounld like.] There is o gy
cenes with starlight, difference in the way people choose i some miks

Haxn Wonrk, The Kindergarten children may
make stars in their paper entlery, and may form
them with sticks and with interlacing slats, also | have for Christmas.
draw them upon their slates and on the black- | drum,and the other for a bo beautiful pictures
and nice stories, which would be the wise ¢l

wise and some a foolish choice.  Suppose tw

were allowed to choose what ents they |

Suppos should ask for o

hoard.

The Transition Crass may make the pieture of | I think the book would be, because it
longer, would teach something, and be a ple
long after the drum would be broken or the b

would 1

a star with yellow erayon under the picture which
is upon the lesson eard,

ScieNce ar Home wrrn Morner.,  Talk of family | had grown tired of it.
life, and of the fact that, whether in the family of a When we have a chanee to choose something, it is
king or in the small family living away in the | wige to take what will last the longest and hely
country, some expericnces are alike, The physieal | the most.  Who is it, who is rich enough and ab
s care, food, clothing, and sleep. The | to give his children anything that he knows w
! God has power to give

life nee
mind mnst ha
The heart=hife must be warm and true.  All | wonderful gifts than we can think: the Bibl
“ Every good gift cometh down from the Father of

» eare, and must develop for useful- | be good for them

ness
people every where need to get strength for the good
life to he lived each day whoever we are, | lights ™ (James 1, 17).

all come to one Father every day, Talk of G This rich and loving Father onee asked a king
care also. Though he tells the paths of the stars, | what he should give him. 1 want to tell you al
he guides the little feet of the children and keeps | about it to-day, who the king was, what he asked
them from harm all the night while his stars are | for, and what God gave him. The kir
was Solomon. Who was Solomon ¢ W hat charg

g's name

shining in the sky.
had David given Solomon before he died ! David
was now dead, and— [Read 1 Chron. 26, 2
9
And without a care or sorrow 2 I_‘r“"' 1.1.]

Wake up in the morning light ? What was the church called that the lsraelites

ake up I !

God in heaven each name ean tell,
Knows you too, and knows you well.”

“Do you know how many children
Go to little beds at night?

had made in the wilderness ¢ The tabernacle
been taken and set up in Gibeon, and there Solo-
mon went to offer sacrifices to God (2 Chron,

o 2-6).

LESSON I1. (October 11.) Thut night God appeared to him and suid, * Ask
& " what I shall give thee,” Let us try to think what
SOLOMON'S WISE f;{OICE' 1. Fines B he would say. What would a king need a great
. i deal of, that he might have all that kings gather

Goroex Texr. *“‘The fear of the Lord is the be- | ghout them? How many think Solomon asked for
money ? [Print ¢ Gold " and * Silver” at the botton
: f the board.] A king would want all the people

'y Notes. o ;

Fmarny X look up to him and treat him like a king, Honor
There was once a gentle- | would be a great thing for Solomon : how many
man who had a friend whom | think that is what he asked for? [Print ** Honor.!
If Solomon should die while he was young, the

ginning of wisdom " (Psalm 111. 10).

WDOM ;' he dearly loved; this friend |
hS died, and soon after the | he could only be king for a short time—it would be
etter” than gentleman was sent for by | nice to live to be what? Then he might have asked

fort [Print “Long Life.”] Now perhaps you vi
the house, she led the way | be surprised to hear what Solomon choose: it wir
into a room in which there | not uny of these things, it was? [Print ** Wisdou
the table a great many beautiful | in what will be the center of the star| | guess

GoLD his friend’s wife; going to

e
was a table, and on

some of ye
choose § let
wk for wi
omon’s rep
(1 King

Next Sun
gifts thut w

and how he
the wonder
bought ; it
will all be t
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other gift of
amon, who
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means not te
doing wrong
in his ways |
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some of you think that was u strunge thing to
choose § let me tell you why Solomon said he would
wk for wisdom, |[Tell in simple langu
mon’s reply, und then read the Lord
(1 Kings 3. 6-14),

Sol

nswer

Next Sunday T am going to tell you about these
gifts thut were given to Solomon ; how wise he was,
and how he showed his wisdom: of Lis riches
the wonderful things his

and
old " und  silyer

bought 5 it will seem like a fairy story
will ull be true,

yand yet it

God knows that it is not best (o gIve every one
great riches und honor and long life; but in this

other gift of wisdom we may all huve o

are. Nol-
who surely knew, tells how we can have
this precious gift. He suys

Repeat and print
the Golden Text, and explain that fearing God
means not to be atraid of God, but to be afraid of
doing wrong and displeusing him—when we walk
in his ways he makes us wise to know what to do
und where to go.]

I think * Solomon’s Wise Choice " shines like a
star from the leaves of the Bible [Make a star

around the word * wisdon.”| Won't you fear the |

Lord and so be wise ?

|
SUGGESTIONS For Bracksoarp Cororing, Star,

Golden Text, white; ¢
white; * Gold,” yellow ; * Silve
or,” red ; ** Long Lit

s better than,”

" white; ** Hon-

green,

Vbelle/r\fﬁan \ |
(T Honor LoncLiFe 1
|

Kindergarten Hints. [

KixpEraarTEN Dupanruest.  Solomon’s Wise
Choice, 1 Kings 8, 5-15.

GoLven  Tex,
(1 Kings 3
2.4),

\IDs 10 ThE
1 Kings 8, 4-

am but a little child »
ich me thy paths” (Psalm

Kivokraareser.  Holy  Bible,
2 Chron, 1, 3
erence to lust week,

Books—ret-

AT

TION STORY,
Solomon being king instead of David, he wore

the crown und he sut upon the throne,  He loved
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God and obeyed his word,  He prayed many times
and asked God o help him in his work, e had
not any church yet, so sometimes he went away to
u place called Gibeon to pray. This pluce wis
about six miles from the city, und was a high hil,
where Solomon’s grandfuther had often prayed
Once when he was there he had o « —just let
me tell you what it was: e thought that God
asked him, ** What shall I give thee #7 e suid,
od has been good to my father David, and ke pt
him in great kindness, and let ey his song sit on
the throne; now Lum but a little ehil L and the
he g God to give him an understan ling hear
uld tell the difference bet veen g
bud,  The Lord wa
Instead of asking for riehes
he said that Solomon shoul
more thun the other ki
the commandments of (
mon awoke.  Was it not a nice Then he
went back to Jerusalem and st side that little
golden box which had God's words (the Bible) in

nd he prayed.  We nay read all abowt it here,
[Read 1 Kings 3, 3-15 ]

Explain unusual words : “Sueriticed,” “ineense.

Tappeuare *multitude,” ¢ dis

cern,' g

atutes,” * covenant,”

OUTLINE
Sunday. — Atention Story, Bible lesson, Golden
Text, and conversati m about the story,

Monday.  Solomon  remembered to pray; he

| knew th ¢ all stre ngth comes from God ; his fathe rs

David, had taught him so, Are You not glad that
he did not forget this, even though he had gold and

% aerown and a throne ?

Luesday. e remembered that Lis grandfathers
had prayed to God upon a certain hilly so he went
there, fur from the city, out into Gol's beautiful
country to pray

Wednesday. "Tulk about th dream, and of the
choice which Solomon made. Though he wus a
man and a king, he felt that he needed o heavenly
Father to show him what to do and where to go,

Thursday. God's promise was to make him
wise, and to give him a long life if he would walk
in his ways. That is like the promise given to
those who love und obey their parents—repeat fifth
commandment,

Friday. Tulk of the Golden Text. It has the
suying of the son and the prayer of the father,
Duvid had asked that God would teach him where
to go and how to be good. Thut is the way it is
now, the sume loving

heavenly  Futher leads
the boys and the girls, and also their futhers
and mothers 5 and all may pray to him and trust
him,

Narvre Work, Have a season topie of harvest ;
talk of the sced-sowing time which wus long ago in
the warm spring days, and now God's promise of
harvest is true once more,  Read Gen 8. to
the children,  Let them name son gruins,
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talk of the ways of reuping and gleaning. Some- | God ¢ Yos, Tam sure he did, beeause the 13
times little children help in this, (1 Kings 3. 85 2 Chron, 1, 1), When he 4
Arr Work,  Have color lessons and talk of the | made king he honored God 5 he showed 1)
colors of grains and pumpking, The ehildren nay | Dight when God asked him what §i should
find these same colors in their balls and o dor | M Solomon's answer showed how i Knew
paper. | it was God who had made him King, and 11y
Haxp Womk. The small children may luy out | 1 God who could help and teuch hin |
harvest fields in the sand table; they muy ulso in- | "€ e put God first in his heart
close fmaginary fields with their sticks and sluts | VO3 he honored God,
upon the table.  They Sew pictures of sickles Mauny ‘\““:\ h::x”rv Bolomon l,"!‘l David we
and wheat-heads upon their cards : and with paper | * *uuan of God* was sent to Eli, the priest,
folds muy wake large and snall bams, with single | Mesage s in tht mexsago he repeated one of
promises§ this wasit. [Recite the Goldey 1
printing the fisst part of it so that
Honor™ will come on the rock.] vas by

e | omon honored God that God was able 10 |
Phe Traxsimon Crass may color the picture |

or double doors.  The grain is carried to barns and
corn houses for sufe keeping,.  What kind of ani
mals eat oats, and corn, and rye, and barley ¢

him betore all people ; beeause of it he trust
upon the lesson card in whichever colors they | wieh some precious gifts 3 let us try to yer
choose,  This is a lesson in taste and judgment in what God gave Solomon. [Print * Gaye?
the use of colors.  Would you have green leaves | ~-.~’~Iunwn;‘ 1 have made u ladder on the ho,
upon those trees in the distunce ? What colors ure | resting on the strong rock * Honor," and Fead
upon the trees now ? up to where we have written God's name : w
Sciexce At Home wirn: Morugr,  Tulk of the | print one gift aguinst each round of the ladder
fathers setting examples for the sons now, just as | What were we t king about first to-day # [~
David taught Solomon by his life,  The futher wag

the piece of money again, to remind the chil|
prayerful, and so also was the son.  The father loved |

What wus one thing God gave Solomon ? [
God's word und wanted a chureh for worship, and | « Weulth ;” now gather the proofs of true w
the son hud « love and desire like this. Tulk of | :

from 1 Kings 4 3 5 26 « 193 2 ()
the value of influcnee and xample in the home. 1. 14-17; 9. 18

celes, 2, 4-9, and tell t

dren in simple words what he gathered about Liy

o Besides the wealth, God gave him great P
LESSON 111. (October 18,) [Print ** Power” on second round.] He ruled « r

much land and many people who served and ol
SOLOMON’'S WEALTH AND WISDOM. |

. o [ him (1 Kings 4. 21-24),
1 Kings 4. 25-34. | David, you remember, had many wars and

GoLpeN Text. * Them that honor me @ will onor, | fought many battles, but God gave Solomon [jrint

"], The Lord made the land quict and

and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed » | **Peace |

(1 Sam, 2 | sufe (1 Kings 4, 25).
Another beautify’ gift was [print * Knowledy

Primary Notes,

God gave himan  dto learn and understund |
[Make on the board a lud- wonderful thing - (1 Kings 4, 32
der resting on a lurge rock | 1. 12).
and reuching into cle uds, | But of all that God gave him, the best was wlit
(Hold up some money, and [ Solomon asked | ni forthat night in Gibeon, What
have the eluss tell you some | wasit ¢ [Print - wisdom,” and read 1 Kings 3, 12
of the things money will | G le him so wise that he was able to unde
I buy.] What do you suy a Fall Kinds of hard matters, so that he con)
l I person is who has a great | cide rightly anl know what to do and sy

deal of money? The moncy and the things money | there is time g1ve an outline of the story in 1 Ki

buys we call wealth, 1 know of a gentleman who 3. 16-28 5 then read 1 Kings 4, 29, 30,

has great wealth, T have seen the beautiful house, | Why could God give so much? Beeause he

the handsome horses and earriages, the lovely gar- | great God ; heis ealled the “King of kings "

dens and fine lands his money has bought for him | 15), and David writing about him in one of Lis
hie is very rich, and yet his wealth is nothing to | psalms says (Psalm 24, 8, 9), There never has or
that of the man of whom we were talking last Sun- | can be so great a King ; all the silver and wold are
day.  What was his name?  [Print *Solomon » at his g all power belongs to him; there is nothing he
the left of the ladder.] What was Solomon? Who | does not understand, and O ! how wise he is! Lt
loved him? [Print * God " above the ladder.] God | us draw a crown around his name to make us thin

loved him not only for his own sake, but for his | that it was the ** King of kings ™ who e Nolo
futher David's suke, Do you think Solomon loved | nion 8o great,
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Perhaps you are wondering
to others such Eilts us he gave to Solomon,
think he does,
s wany ; but
or him* he * wij| honor,”
Iy give to even a little child

und what is wrong

then he will be very likely o trust
ther gifts, perhaps even gold and silver,
How can you honor God ?
s commands, by always speakin

iting other boys and
lim and are trying to serye him ever
utry in these

duy.
ways to honor Christ !
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me 1 will honor,” white,
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“And God gave wisdom and
(1 Kings 4, 29),
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€)1 Solomon ; Iy
Dllustrative Notes
Handbook of Bibte

ATTENTION STORY,

4 large heart,” und 4 any sm,
£Hls have large hearts beeause they ar

id they reach g great many people.  Solomon’s

had love for many, mary people, and he

all the people ot his kingdom happy.
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Ol Testament  History |

on- had a loving heart ; sometimes this is ‘

a heart tolove and honor him—

girls see that you I long to

Wwill

Ladder, brown ;
Yellow; “God

Holy Bible, Prov, ’

|
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it God ever gives | and cacl,
Yes, | | toog
Perhiaps very tew are trusted with

I am sure of this, that those who |
and that he will
i i wise und under-
standing heart—gy heart to unde rstund what is right

such @ one with
By always obeying

ud thinking |
Hlim reverently, by loving him first and best, by
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one had his stul) There were citiel s
O, how fust they « Lrun! Al the horses
und camels and sheep had plenty to cut, for n
| brought barley und ‘straw W them,  Everybody
trying to he g and to be' by Ip
King wrote many short sayings ealled

| was happy and
| tul.  The

| Proverbs—how ean Ltell you of them, for there
were three thousund ; thyt 18 more than we euny
| count.  We could count the sons of Jesse, who
[ e golowon’s uncles, and we could equmt the
| first five disciples, o one-finger excreise on one
| hand ; but th Proverbs we cannot count, nor tie
| thousand songs Which the king T'hen b
tulked of trees and of beasts and of birds and of
fishes ! And all people canie 1o fopy th d and
wise things w hich he suid, | not this a beautiful

lesson ¢ We will read all about thes
in this wonderfyl Book, [Rewl 1
32-34.)

Very thing
Kings 4, »

Explain unusual words: ¢ Vietugls,' «

drome
duries,’ * exceeding,” ¢ oxeplled, “hys »
OUTLINE
Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text,
Monday, Talk of ubundance, For this larg:

kingdom God guve h for all the
all the beasts and ul] the birds,

enot

ople and
He does just sonow,
and he is as careful of ach one of us g
Solomon,

s he was of
We have all we e d,
That is really so,

and some more, too,
A poor little b
banana given to her, and o

asked her for a picee,

ur girl had o

ed

friend
She said, “ I have plenty
for us both, *caus your fath
Tuesday. Love and sy mpathy will
thankful and Ipful in thought, and
pression,
Wednesday,
and find out thi

he was glud to h

rdied yesterday,”

always be

0 m cx
h & lesson of practicul ethic
Solomon liked to read und studly
He liked to do thiy
. All this w
God and wanted most of 4] 1
the mind and the
had given,

Thursday, He liked 1o sing,
like his father; he g, mauny
heart was glad. When we try
hearts are giud and our lip

Friday. The Golden Text says that God gave
wisdom and unde rstunding to the ki
lust lesson we saw that G ol pre
and his word never fuils
sl

0, el

cenuse he loved

Please him by using

hands and the senses which God

and here he

songs, because his

was

to be good our

)

g songs

. In our
mised to give this,
It was God who helpe
and he talked
What kind of animals
I will read u verse und then
[Read verse 2]

Narere Wonrk, Burl, v is the point of connee
tion between lust we k's natu

Homon to understand

about trees and

nuture,
animals,
does this book suy ¢
Yyou tell me,

re work ot the season
and to-day’s Bible nuture worl
but what is straw? Wy are its uses ¢ Do not
forget that the straw which is now left upon the
harvest fields will hlow

k. Barley is a grain,

about next spring and the
little birds will use it nonest building, Tulk of
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horses and camels,  In God’s word is a promise { fore he could get loose, he was eaught and Leld

that he will give something else besides food to peo
ple und to animals. Whatis it that he gives freely ¢
On your hundwork card the promise is written,
und it is found in Num, 21. 16,

Arr Work. Have the children bring pictures of
the animals mentioned in verse 3, and each child
tell somethinvg ubout the picture which he brings,

Haxo Wonk.  Stalls for horses may be made
by dictation from Araus’s (Fuide (p,119), and invent-
ive work suggested by the wlks may be done in
the sund table when o plain or desert may be made
with mountuins in the distance, Pictures of trees
and fishes may be made with the sticks also,

The Transimion Crass may sew the words upon
the lesson card, and show their ** color feeling ”* by
choosing the colors they would paint, or crayon the
many objects shown in this picture. (Sew the

words under the picture, ** T will give them water.”) |

Sciexce ar Home witn Moruer, Talk of the
thoughtfulness which provides food for all the
fumily and all the animals every day.  On a large
tarm the father and mother have to see that all are
ted every duy, and clothed and sheltered every
night.  The love that provides for these in the
home is a part of the great love of our Father who
provides for all s world of people, and for ani-
mals upon the land and in the sea,

LESSON 1V. (October 25.)

THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON. Prov. 1.
1-19.

Goroes Texr,  * My son, if sinners entice thee,
consent thou not™ (Prov. 1. 10).

Primary Notes.

[Show the class 4 mouse
trap set with cheese.] Who
ever saw something like this
beforet What s it for¢
How can it catch mice?
[Deseribe how this is done. |
I teel sure a mouse would
. never walk into a trap if it
were not for the cheese. We say the cheese entices
him to go into the trap. He wants the cheese so
much it draws or entices him into a very bad place.

One day I suw 1na window corner what looked
something like this. [Draw a spider’s web.] The
web was very beautiful ; the threads were like silk,
they were so fine and soft.  Who had made it? A
spider, and there he sat on one side of it, a big,
handsome fellow.  [Make a spider.| Why had he
spun the web ¢ While I stood 1 .itehing, afly came
that way; nearer and nearer to the web he cume,
till i u moment he was eaught in those gray
threwds.  [Make o fly.] The v instant he
touched the web, Mr. Spider darted scross, und be-

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

fust; he never cume out of that web.  Those bey
tiful threads did not look as1f they could do iy
harm, and yet the spider had spun them on [m\‘
pose to entice flies, [Print * Entice” over (i

| web.|

There are many kinds of traps set to entiee di
ferent animals, and you cannot wonder that thy
are caught ; but you will be surprised to know 1},
men and women, boys and girls; are often entic
into as dungerous places as traps and webs are |0
mice und flics,

There are hundreds and hundreds of places 1
know about that are set on purpose to entice t}
who pass by ; the doors open very easily , throug
the windows bright lights shine, and gAYy music
heard ; everything entices or draws those who ur
near to enter.  See! there comes o man!  Rugged,
hungry, and tired, he sees the lights, he hears 1)
music, and he stops; he reaches out hiv hund ¢
open the door, you feel like calling out, * Don't g,
in, that is only a trap,” but very likely he wouldn't
believe you if' you did, and in he goes, Ah! it i«
not so gasy to get out,

What is the name of such a place? Have you
seen any ! What happens to those who are enticed
to enter? Is there any way to keep from being
enticed ! Solomon in one of his proverbs or wis
suyings tells us the way.,  He tells us of three things
we must not do. First [print * Consent not’
thut means say *‘no” when the lights and th
pleasant room and the music mvite or entice you
to enter.  Seeond, he says, Listen not [print * Lis-
ten”|; run away or stop your ears soyou may not
hear either the music or any voice inviting you to
come in, The third thing 15, Walk not [print
* Walk ], do not let your feet carry you inside
this trap.

There are other places into which people are on
ticed, und where they lose their money und come
out sad and wretched. O! there are muny traps
for men and women in the land! I hope they'll
never entice you,

But there are other ways by which children, and
grown people, too, may be enticed from the sufe
way. Solomon, whom God made wise, said xin-
ners could entice others to do wrong or to go i
wrong plac

There was once u party of boys going to the
woods ; passing a house they saw a boy they knew
One said, “Hello! George, come with us to the
woods.” I will," said George, “if wmother is
willing. Il ask her.” Tell how the others
tried to persuade him to go without usking
leave. They made fun of him, they did all they
could to entice him to disobey, Now listen to
George's answer.  He said, ** Boys, you muy luugh
all you please, but T promised my mother that |
would not go anywhere without asking her first,
and [ wer’t”  Wasn't that u brave boy ¢ He tol

lowed Sol
the Golder

Dear chi
that is, the
around yor
you to go s
to suy ** Ne
with them,
will go fart
thut in th
“Whoso h
“shall dwe
you listen, |

Brackso
lightly; sp
fly, light b
ten,” white

KixnEreas
Solomon.  F
Gorpen T
thou not ** (I
Ans To ™
10 Whedon'
tive Notes (D
of Life (Lubl

In our last
three thousan
a* proverb”
words and
proverb very
must have b
lite,  One of
about father
the teachings
the mother m,
who have live
dren about ol
thut we read
large heart. |
he calls the b
He says My
lessons, It &
boys to he gy
wnd are tryin



SUNDAY SCHOOIL BANNER.

lowed Solomon’s rule. [Repeat and finish printing | wus a ki
the Golden Text, | and tried

he remembered his dear father's words
do what wonld please both nis father

o ) . § and God.  Let us rewd some of his proverbs, | Read
I : children, you can't g('l.ﬂ\\n_\ from sinners— Prov. 1. 8-10, 15.]
that is, those who are nllsuhvnnq(;ml; they ure all " z '
. s Explain unusual words: * Iyst tetion," ¢ for
around you ; they will try again and again to entice

A A sake,” “ornament,” © grac tentice, o
m. When you are enticed learn i b i "',,ll' gru SR e
, sent,” “ refrain,

vou to go with th

to say ** No.” * Consent not, listen not,walk not "
with them, If you keep company with them you OUTLINE.

will go farther and farther from G We know | Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, Golden
hat i their way is death, but Solomon says, | Text, and conversation,

“Whoso hearkeneth unto me? (that means God)
“shall dwell sutely ” (Prov. 1.33). To which will
you listen, to sinners or to God ¢ prosperity. ‘The father is the head of the hous
' BrackBoarnp (orLorina, Web, white, drawn | hold and a family is like a little kingdom, or a little
lightly; spider, dark brown with orange spots; | world where the futher is king
fly, light brown; Golden Text, dark red ; * Lis- | stories of Greek and
ten,”” white. told

Monday. Talk of family life and fumily love

being at the beginning of every bl ssing and of all

and rules,  Pretty
Roman fumily lite may be

Tuesday. The father and mother are me ntioned
together in the Bible, 1f the father is king of the
little realm, the mother s certainly the queen. How
careful of euch other's feelings ull the little princes
and princesses should be, and how helpful in loving
service to each other!  Each is interested in all the
others, and when a prince has a new tooth ull in
the kingdom look at it and talk about ity and when
alittle princess takes 1
beautiful world, how eful everybody is to have
a clear, smooth path for her little feet !

Wednesday. Talk of verse 9, Ono ¢

v first steps in this wide,

ornament
of grace” was a garlund of flowers worn around
the neck, and the ehains meant beantiful

chains, sueh as kings wore, Onee King Pharaoh

. ) W_ put one of them round the neck of g good  hoy
Kindergarten Hints, | (Joseph). Solomon said that the

KINDERGARTEN DrpArTMENT, The Proverbs of | rules of the father and mother were
Solomon. Prov. 1 8-10, 15.

teachings and
as beautiful as
| these,

Goipen Texr.  * If sinners entice thee, consent | Thursday.  "T'h

next verse is our Golden Text,
thou not * (Prov, 1. 10),

We will repeat it together. A ** sinner means

Aps o THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible, Prov, | some one who chooses to b
10: Whedon's Commentary, pp. 318-325
tive Notes (Drs, Hurlbut and Doherty
of Life (Lubbock), pp. 102-117,

naughty, and if' any
Hlustra- | such person should ask one of the fumily to choose

3 Pleasures | to be naughty he is not to say yes s he shonld not
feonsent.™  How sorry all in the house feel it one
of their little family is naughty !

Friday, “ My son,'
walk with those who nay choose

ATTENTION STORY, ‘
In our last lesson we spoke of' Solomon writing |
three thousand proverbs—does anyone know what | . » < i
dvproverb™ is? It is a great truth told in a few | "M keep away from their path, Just ns FOw
words and easily repeated. People can say a | would elear the path for the feet of the little
proverb very easily to each other, and Solomon | prineess, so choosc
must have been very busy (industrions) all his
life, One of the very first proverbs he wrote wias “PRIE ¢ y '
about father and umlher. :wfuuu boys to listen to sheamalos ; i "M-‘," ALt ;M S
the teachings of' the father and not forget the rules | they always obey your will, which should choose
the mother makes, All the great men and women

hie King says ngain, do not

ghty ways,

u elean, straight path tor yvour
own feet to walk in.  Your fect never go oft by

where your feet should go, and what vour hunds
who have lived have spoken and written to chil- | chould o, and what your lips should speak
dren about obedience to parents.  You remember | = W
thut we read in our last lesson that Solomon had u Natere Work, A lesson on roads anid paths
large heart. He was a kind and loving man, and | may be made most inte resting.  "I'elt who made

e calls the boys his sons when he writes to them

the first roads, and how the
He says “ My %on " in two of our verses of to-day’s

mns tried to have

J t s d ool anl i Now people are interested i
lessons, - It seems as it it might be very easy for themn gaod and firm bt ool i
boys to he good when so many llwuplu-

and are trying to help them.

ve them | having good hieyele vonds, Tulk of sotly and o1
"hough Solomon * the painstaking care of the city eommissioners, un
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of the village puthnmsters, that the paths should
be just as they should be for the good of the peaple,
This will lead easily to talks about moral paths and
highways,

At Wonrk,  Study somq ornaments which are
precious.  The ehildren wijl readily see that o
clean fuee and a eheerful countenance are more
beantiful to look upon th

an is a gold ehain or even
flowers,

Haxn Work, The small children may make
paihs and roads, guarded hy pictures of stone walls
made with blocks, with fenees of the stie
with gates of slats,

ks, and

The Travsrton CrLass may sew the words upon
the eard,  These four words bring

a new thought
1o us, like this: Over all the f

amilies and king-
who cares for all us
tenderly as a shepherd eares for his sheep,  He is
our Good Shepherd,

doms of the world is One

NemNeE ar Hosk wirn Morner,  Talk of the
love and interest being shown first in each other;

afterward the world grows larger, und even the
children are interested in others ontside the family :

first in the neighbors, and kind thoughts are given

to them : then the chureh and the Sunday school |

friends ; then the day school : and by and by the

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter,

GREETING,
| Ovr Svspay Soxa, (From  Sony and 81,
| for God's Little Ones,  Page 12, )
| Teacher. Who loves little children ¥
Class, Jes
and forever,
Teacher. What did Jesus s about ehildyey, v
Cluss. Suffer the little chi dren to come iy,
me, and forbid them not, for of such is the King
| dom of God,

18 Christ, the same yesterday, to.yy,

Teacher. When should children come 1o Jesy

Class. Behold, now is the day of

SiNGING, “ Come to Jesus,”

Teacher. What is it to pray ¥

Class. To ask God for what we want,
| thank him for what he has sent 1o us,

salvation

and o

Tiacher. Why may we pray to God ¥
Class. He is our Father in heaven,
Teagher. How should we pray ?

Cluss. With earnest, helieving hearts

ver by teacher, followed by Lord's Prayer,

great world with its many, many paths, The feet | all joining.]

that learned when they were little to waulk in right
paths— ,”* Solomon called them
—will find it easy when the feet are large and the
path is wide. They will find it e sy to walk over
even the hard paths, if trusting in the guidance of
the Good Shepherd

in wisdom’s w,

Whisper Songs for October.

FIRST LESSON,

God chooses me his child to he ;

Shall T not choose him, ton,
To be my King, his praise to sing,
And all his will to do?

SECOND LESSON,
Come, hear his call; the Lord of all
Speaks soft and low to
** Ask and receive, my grace 1 give
To all who will obey

THIRD LESSON,
Fresh gitts of love from God above,
Each morn and evening new,
He gives to those who freely choose
His perfect will to do,

FOURTI LESSON,
0, little child, now undefiled,
Come, in your happy youth
Give God your heart, nor e'er depurt
From ways of peace and truth

A Chin’s Cregp,

I believe in God above,

I believe in Jesus' love ;

1 believe his pirit, too,

Comes to teach me what 1o do;

I believe that I must be

True and good, dear Lord, like thee,

Birrunay Skrvick,
Orre
Praver Hyms from Song and Study, page
Review ¥rom tue Boann,

GoLpes Texr taught and explained
SUPPLEMENTAL LESson

GS.

Morton Praise Soxa. From Special Songs and
Services, by Mrs, Kennedy,

Tur Lessox Tavaur,

Ecno Praver,

[While heads are still bowed teacher repeats ;|

“Remember God is watching you ;
For whether wrong or right,
No child in all this busy world
Is ever out of sight.
Yes, he who blessed the little ones
Is marking all yon do,
Then let each word and thought and deed
Be honest, brave, and true.”

ParriNg Sone. “God be with vou "
Teacher. The Lord bless thee and keep 1l
Class. The Lovd wateh hetween thee il me

when we ave absent one from another,

AHE fo
‘ 3
Q Epw

prepared |
The fo

1. TORCH-|
the,

2. TODERN

3. LIFE ANI

+BARBARA
(75¢.)

These four |
il the ordinary

wiform cloth hin

WILLI/

tw, COATES,



ADVERTISEMENTS

EPWORTH LEACUE READING CouRSE
é’mc four hooks chosen for this year :n'w-p:n'li(-ul.-u'l.\' suitable for an

pworth League Reading Course, two of them
prepared for the Course, and the other

'v<‘ill; \,n-t'i;l”_\'
two written for young people.
The following ave the books constituting the Course for 1896-97 :

1. TORCH-BEARERS OF CHRISTENDOM : The Lj

ght they Shed and the Shadows
they Cast. By Rev. Robert R, Doherty, D.D,

$1.00.

Paul, Constantine, Gregory the Great, Hildebrand, Luther and Wesley have
an appreciative biographer in the accomplished and versatile head of the
Literary Department of the League in the United States,

This hook is really
an epitome of early Church history, anc

1 will prove instructive and interesting,
* Dr. Doherty's ‘ Torch-Bearers of Christendom '
nineteen Christian centuries, setting rorlh.in a series of
the suggestive steps in the history of Christ ni
resulted in an unusually attractive book."

is a brilliant survey of the
vividly pic turesque chapters

Dr. Doherty % literary skill has
Journal

2. IODERN MISSIONS : Their History, Progress and Prospects, ($1.00.)

The Committee not being able to select any one hook that fully met their
needs, decided to prepare one for the Course, The result of thei efforts
cannot fail to he satisfactory.  The volume contains striking chapters from
some of the hest missionary hooks known, together with oviginal matter,

3. LIFE AND CONDUCT. By Rev, J. Cameron Lees, D,D,, Edinburgh, (65¢.)

This is a book on charvacter building, and one of the best that has ever Iy en
published. It was written for young people and published in

Scotland as ong
of the famous *Guild Series,” and is now republished in Cana

a by permission,
Dr. Steele, Secretary of the Epworth League in the M. £, Cht
of * Life and Conduct " * We had this book i

tiie best volumes I know of to put into the
and [am glad that you have adopted it.”

irch South, SaYS
In our Course last year, It js one of
hands of young people. It is pure gold,

{BARBARA HECK: A Tale of Early Methodism. By Rev, W, H Withrow, D.D.
(75¢.)
The introduction of a story into a Reading Course is not altogether a new
feature. The C, L. 8, (. has had in its course Kingsley's « Hypatia ™ and
other stories, and the Epworth League of the M, E. Church in the United
States has an interesting tale in this year's bill of fare,
Chancellor Burwash, revie IR it, says: “The warp and woof of the book is thus

through ani through histor {e has characters of rare beauty to depict, and
many of the sketches would be well worthy of the pen of Ian Maclaren.”

EXTRAORDINARY OFFER,

These four books, comprising 1,025 pages of reading matter of the most select chara ‘ter,
il the ordinary selling prices of which would amount in all to %3, 40, we will supply in neat
wiform cloth hinding, enclose 1 in I X, and send postpaid toany part of the Dominion for

sz WO DOLLARS - 3 3 8

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - Wesley Buildings, - TORONTO, ONT,

tw, COATES, Moatreal, S. ¥. HUES1IS, Halifax
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Souvemrs

Gurney-Tilden
' Co., Ltd,,

HAMILTON ONT.

..MADE BY

One

will

last a
life

time,

Always give their users
perfect satisfaction
Sold everywhere.

Gurney Stove and
Range Co., Ltd,

WINNIPEG, MA




