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PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

POULTRY CULLING.

DEMONSTRATIONS AND APPLIANCES.

By IL E. Urrox, Iusrricr Pov INsTRUCTOR
HE Poultry Division of the Department of Agricultare has carried out
emonstra ‘ ling 1ongst 1k fl ' u
| Provinee of British Colmmbia for some time past. It is felt that ti
reatest amount of benetit ha een derivedd f hese
tions, however, beeause the same have not been safliciently advert
districts,  This eiveulae therefor presented for purp
£ getting this infornumtion before those pers estind pon il
British Columbia, so that they may avail themselves of assistance it th so e
We know from experience that there are m farmers ke
do not begin to pay for themselves, This is true also of many
ponltry-rarms,
he following figures will tend to show the necessity of culling flocks inoman
sections of the Lower Mainlamd
A Chilliwaek tlock of 1,000 hens lakd
July Gth . sres . v 196 vgus,
ith . . . . W
Sth saspassene ]
Mh . 1
10th . 180
This flock was culled on July 100h, taking out 190%culls, whilst 900 hens laid
July 11th . . ’ 1ol CRgS,
12th sk . . seen 10
15th 10
Hth . . . seve 17
15th ... . BTN Ve s KR E 18
An Eburne flock of 300 birds laid
July S0th sebmsangse Sebaivse swen 100 ¢
Sist ... RN 124
Aug. st eecanne veee veve cses 120

2 Ceansee eense seas . 2
These hivds were culled the evening of Angust 2nd, taking away 40 enlls, whilst

260 birds Iaid

Aug. Srd srevsvnsteT st v sese 27 eggs
Hh ssssveeses saeesreseREILIRILS . "7
Hth POSI R R T T T P R S P « 137
ith . aswve v W

A Burnaby tlock had 178 birds culled from 958 layers,  These 178 were housed

separately, and laid

July 11th N S R S s « I8 eges
12th teseensrsassessnn seannebwas spaiassassss 10
BB wvneorvmesmnonnsasaboninss sneliasseaaisy B0
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The Department of Agriculture is anxious to assist in placing the farmers'
poultry-floek on a better paying basis as well as the commercial poultry-flock,

Undoubtedly there ave two factors which should be taken into consideration at
the present time by all persons interested in better poultry production.  Thes
e First, the culling of stock

netors
for egg produetion during the spring months, so
that as few “boarders™ as possible will be kept on the poultry plant during the
stmimer ; and, secondly, all interested breeders should begin in the spring or early
summer to seleet the stock which they infend keeping over for breeding purposes
during the following year,

The Department will undertake to earry on this work whenever possible amongst
breeders that arve interested in inereasing the production of their flocks or of building
up a better steain of strong prolific bivds that will under ordinary condi
more profitable production
ble to hay

ons give

It is prefers

culling demonstration on a farm or poultry-ranch
centrally located, so that other persons nterested beside the owner may be able to
attend and thus obviate the necossity of

n ofticlal visiting all separately
It Is desived that as many farmers

as possible i any one immediate locality
sholl eo-operate together in this work and fill in the enrd as follows
Weo the undersigned persons residing at , are anxious to have a
colling demonstration in this disteict for the improvement of our flocks. We have
tot] of some birds”
The points generally to be observed in culling, other than early moulting, are
the changes of the moist purple vent to the yellow dry one; the yellow p
of yellow-leg

entation

staying in the leg

e birds and not fading to white,

as should be the
case of the heavy layer; the shrivellin,

d white, sealy, bloodless-appearing comb
in conjunction with the hardening and ti

itening of the abdomen by the closing of
the pelvic bones and drawing-up of the keel-bone, and various other points of less
Importance
When enlling for breeding-work Bulletin No. T4 of this Department is followed
It is desived by officials of this Division that the culled birds be kept for

period of at least five days in a separate compartment so that their
can be recorded.

s production

It is also desired that the cards which are enclosed with this civeular be filled
ch flock culled so that the Department will have s

show as the results of the work

in by owners of es

me figures to

It is advisable where breading stock is to be selected to have a good set of leg:
bands on hand for banding such birds,

CULLING APPLIANCES.

There are several diffe

approved is that of having

mt methods of culling flocks, but probably the most
proper crate made that can be placed against the
exit-hole in the poultry-house, ‘This crate should be made of wire (1-inch mesh),

ird floor and two board (or slatted) doors (to lift up)

with the exception of I
on the to attached plan, This crate should be 7 feet long, 18 iuches

us per the
high, and 3 feet wide.

Catehing-coop.
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Working plans for catehing coop
A crte of this kind will always be found useful wherever poultey arve kept.  If
it can be constructed of cedar it will be much easier to handle. A good conting of

paint will also greatly enhance its value,

The catching-hook is also a valuable adjunet on the poultey-farm. The follow

ing plan i given by Cornell and California, and ean well be copisd by ourselves

Catehing hook (after nelly

—_— - S -
Working plans of catching hook
An old broom, hoe, or rake-handle will usually make a good handle for the

catehing-hook.  Two common wire hordles or gates will also be found handy for

culling-work to assist the operators in driving the fowls through the exit-hole with

out causing extra commotion. The more handy size shonld be 6 feet long

high, of common Tinch mesh tacked on a firm frame.
Ordinary market erates after the following picture are always useful when one
is culling fowls or moving them from pen to pen.

A sultable crate for shipping fowls alive
3
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I'his crate is 8 feet long, 3 feel 6 inches wide, and 16 inches high, I'he floor is

1- X 4-Inch material ; corner pieces of 2- x 2-inch, while the slats are of 2-inch cedar

strips. I'he erate divided In the centre by a solid board partition

w available on each farm or poultry-ranch

Plenty of disinfectant should s

where the culling is done
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