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1 Geo. IV.—Sess. 1820.

A
B I L L

To regulate the Re-building of the Town of
St. Jolu's, in Newfoundland, and for
indewnifying Persons giving up Ground
for that purpose,

Ordered, by 'Iie House of Commwns, to be Printed,
29 June 1820.

182.



22 June 1820.
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To regulate the Re- bmldmv of ‘the Town_of §t, John 'S, in

Newfoundland, -and for mdémmfymg Persons giving up
Ground for that purpose.

~—

Note. ——T he Figures.in the Margin denote the number of the Folios
in the written Copy. -

cmenn

%GHRQ‘,QQ the Town-of Saint Jokn, in the Island of New-
foundland, hath recently been visited by very great and
:destrucme Fires, the Tavages whereof haye been chiefly accasioned by the
* -parrowness of the Streets, and the difficulty of arresting the progress of
the Flames Aad whereas it will greatly contribute to the convenience of
the said Town, as well as to its future security, if certain Regulations be
made, for the re-building of such parts thereof as have: been destroyed,

and also for the erection” of .any houses or buildings in the said Town
hereafter ; : . .

98¢ it thevefore Cnacted, by The KIN G’s Most Excellent Masesty,
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,

Preanble.

-and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority -

-of the same, THAT the Lower Street in the said Town, commonly called
Taier-street, shall not be less than in
width in every part thereof, extending from the house and stores occu-
-pxed by Brown, Hoyles and Company, at the east end to the public Ships
Room, commonly called the Western Ships Room, at the west end
thereof ; and that the Upper Street, commonly called Duckworth-street,
shall not be less than : in width ; and that all and every
houses, stores, erections and bulldmgs whatsoever, built and erected since
the first day of June one thousand eight hundred and emhteen, or which
shall at any time or times hereafter be erected and built in the said street,
or cither of them, whetber the same be upon any vagant spot -of ground
or upon the site of any former bmldmg, shall be made to conform to
the width of the said streets, as the same is respectively hereby established

and directed : Provided always, That nothing hcrem contained shall be

182. A construed

Width of -
“Water-street,

Duckworth-
street.



Cross Streets,

Store.

Coopers Shops
notto be in
either of the
said Streets,

Remunerat-
ing Persons
for Losses
sustined.

(2,

construed to extend to any house, store, erection or building, which since
the said first day of June one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, may

have been or at any time hereafter may be erected in Water-sireet afore- -

said, the same being built and made entirely of stone or bricks, and covered

with slates or tiles, and always having a clear width in the saxd street of

not less than

And be it further Enacted, That there shall be four Cross Streets 6t
open spaces, to serve as Fire Breaks, and intersect the said streets called
Water-street and Duclworth-sireet, as nearly as might be at right angles,

and that all and every of the said Cross -Streets shall uot be less than:

in width, and shall run in the following directions, that.is

to say, The first or western cross street from the water side, in a line with:. 4

the corner of Dinah Elliott's shop and Maddock’s-lune; to Duckworth-
street.; the second from the water side, rynning in a ling with the corner
of James Clifts and Perkins and Winter's tenements, leading up. the
Church Hill; the third to run from the water side between Clapp’s an

Keen's properties, lately held by George Niven and A. Chambers, the
middle of the cove to be the centre of the street, through the ground
lately occupied by Willium Barnes and others; and the last or eastern
street, from the Ordnance Wharf up to the King’s Road; and that no
house, store, erection or building whatsoever, shall be.erected or bmlt,_so
as to front above Vater-strect upon any or either of the said cross streets,
but that the same shall be and remain open and free from any buildings

whatsoever, other than the inclosures therve.of’; and alsp, that in case any. 5

other cross streets may be hereafter required as a security against fire,
upon the ‘same being marked out and presented by the. Grand Jury,
and approved by the Governor for the time being, there shall. be 'such’
other cross streets or fire breaks, of xhe like dxmensxons of those herem-
before mentioneéd, and according to the boundaries so presented and
approved ; and ‘the ground and property’ necessary to be taken shall
be estimated and paid for in like mauner as is hereinafter mentioned:
Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall -authorize the
taking - of any fishing room, ﬁakes, or any part thereof, which may be
actua Iy occupied and employed for the purpose of curing fish. . . ...

And be it further Enacted That it shall not be la“ ful for any. péfsoh
or persons, at any time or times hereafter, to build occupy or use, as
a cooper’s shop, any house building or place whatsoever, in any or either
of the said streets hereinbefore mentmned or in any manner adjoining or
connected with the same, excepting only such temporary sheds or coverings
as may be erected upon any wharf or wharfs, for the tumming and
preparing of casks or other articles of cooperage, for 1mmedmte ‘use and
shlpment :

AND whereas it is just and proper that such persons as- may have
‘sustained any loss of property by reason of the same’ being taken in the
pnbhc streets hereinbefore mentioned, should be remunerated for the same;
BE it therefore Enacted, That it shall be lawful for all and every of the
pmpnetors of houses, tenements, and lots or parcels of ground lymrv and
“being
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being in the said streets hereinbefore mentioned, and also for all and
every-of the said proprietors of such portions of ground as have been, o
may be necessary to be taken for the purpose of waking and widening
the said streets as aforesaid, or their agents usually acting in their behalf,
to meet at such time and place as the Governor of the sajid Island of
Newfoundland for the time being may for such purpose publicly notify
and appoint; and then and there to choose four persons, two whereof
to be chosen by the first-mentioned proprietors, or the majority thereof,
which may be assembled as aforesaid; and the remaining two by the
last-mentioned proprietors or the majority thereof, or their agents as afore-

said, who together shall have power to elect a fifth person as umpire, -

and which five persons so chosen and elected, shall thereupon, after being
duiy sworn'in such behalf before the Chief Magistrate of the said town for
the time being, be appraisers ; and shall forthwith proceed to appraise the
value of "all and every such portions of ground as have been or may be
nécessary to be taken for the purposcs aforesaid, always taking into account
the additional value divided to the several proprietors from the - conve-
nience and security afforded by the widening of the said streets; and that
the said appraised value shall be deemed and considered as the true value
of thie said portions of ground, and shall be paid by all and every the
proprietors of the said houses, tenements, lots‘ and parcels of ground, lying
end being in the said streets respectively, ‘in such proportions, with
reference to the value of their several interests therein, as-the said
appraisers so chosen and elected as aforesaid shall assess and appoint, and
which they are hereby authorized and required to do: Provided always,
That if the said appraisers shall be of opinion, that any proprietors of the
said ground so required for the strects as aforesaid, or any of them, may
be indemnified at a less expense to the proprietors in general, by having
an equal portion of ground assigned to them from any ground adjoining
and that such adjoining ground may be taken without material injury
to' the proprietor or proprictors thereof, it shall be Jawful, and the said
appraisers are required to mark off, and in like manner to appraise s§
much of the said adjoining ground as they may thiok sufficient to replace
the ground required for the said streets ; -and the same so marked off, shall
belong to the first mentioned proprictors, and be in licu of all and every
indemnity whatsoever; and the appraised value of the same, shall be paid
by the said proprietors in general to the proprietor or proprietors from
whom the same was respectively taken, and shall be as a full satisfaction
and release of the same, and of all right and title thereto.

And be it further Enacted, That the said appraisers shall have power
and authority, - and they are hereby directed and required, to enter into
and upon all and every the lots or parcels of ground lying and being
between the said streets called /¥ater-strect and Duckworth-street, and
there to mark off such bounds and limits fos the building of all houses,
out-houses, offices and buildings, at the back of all and every of the houses
tenements and lots'situated in the said streets respectively, as to the said
appraisers'may seem just and equitable between the parties; always taking
care, and it being the special intention of this clauce, that sufficient
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intervals and spaces be in all cases left open and free from wooden or other
combustible buildings, to prevent as much as possible the communication
ot fire from one of the said streets to the other, by means of any build-
ings at the back of the same; and the said bounds and limits for building
houses, out-houses and back buildings as aforesaid, be in all cases n-

violable : Provided always, however, T'hat nothing in this clause contained
shall extend to prevent or hinder any person or persons from building any.
.office, outhouse or other building,. of stone or bricks, to be covered with
“slates or tiles, upon any part of the said ground lying between the said

streets as aforesaid.

AND in order to remove any doubts or difficulties which may at any
time hereafter arise, as to carrying into effect the provisions of the first
scction of this Act; BE it further Enacted, That the metes and bounds
of certain parts of /Vater-street and Duckworth-street, as respec-
tively laid out and marked by the committec appointed for that pur-
pose by the proprietors assembled at the said Town of Saint John, in
or about the month of June one thousand eight hundred and cighteen
aforesaid, be confirmed, and the same are hereby declared to be the law-
ful and established bounds of the said streets, so far as the same may go
and extend ; and that as often as any new building shall at any time
hereafter be intended to be erected in or upon any part or parts of either
of the said streets, where such bounds have not been already laid out by
the committee as aforesaid, and do not extend to the south sides of the said
strects as they now respectively stand and are, shall be considered as fixed
boundaries thercof; and any deficiency in the width of the said streets,
or either of themn, shall be taken from the ground lying on the north sides
of the same respectively, unless it should be made to appear by the pre-
sentment of the Grand Jury or otherwise, by consent of parties, to be
sanctioned by the Governor, that the additional width might with greater
convenience be taken from the south sides of the said streets respectively,
in which casc the said deficiency shall be taken from the south sides, so
as that in all cases the said strects be respectively made conformable to the
width directed and established by this Act.
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