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What Of The Year 1918

Seers of To-day Behold 1918
Bearing The New Social
Order

At the request of the New York Call,
Eugene V. Dgbs and several other
prominent Socialists of the American
continent were asked to give their
views of the prospects of the Socialist
Movement for 1918. Below you find
the message of Debs and one or two
others, which came inresponse to the
invitation.

There are some few years which
stand apart from the rest of historical
time; years which through somé
peculiar combination of circumstances
profoundly unusual move us as whole
centuries cannot. - Such years as the
ones which saw the birth and death
of Christ; the overthrow of the French
Bburbons: the uprising of the peoples
of Europe in 1848—we feel that whole
_ epochs were summed up in these al-
lotted spans of 365 days.

" To this list of extraordinary years
1917 may well be added by those who
have looked on it, as well 4s by future
historians.

" Eugene  Debs.—Standing at the
threshold of the new year, the Social-
ists of America have every reason
for mutual congratulations, for renew-
ed faith in their cause, for increased
persistence in their propaganda, and

for absolute confidence in the future,

The political victories of the Social-
ist party last fall served as 4 prelude
to the national elections soon to pe
held, in which it may be fairly antici-
pated that from a score to half a hun-
dred Socialists will be sent to the Con-
gress of the United States. This will

be the answer of the people to the
assault upon the press and the sup-
pression of public opinion by the pres-
ent administration: The Socialist party
was never before as united, as en-
thusiastic and determined as it is to-
day. For this the plutocratic powers
of persecution are entitled to their full
meed-of credit, and we accord it freely.
Let the good work go on:

Never before, in all its history, has
the ‘membership of the Socialist party
increased so rapidly as it is increasing
to-day; and never before were the
American people 80 eager and recep-
tive for the message and meaning of
Socialism as they are at the dawn
of the new year. ;

Unity and solidarity of the workers .

of all countries is the inspiring watch-
word, and universal industrial freedom
and ‘Socialist democracy the ‘shining
goal of humanity.

In Russia the Bolsheviki are making
a heroic stand for true democracy
against the whole world’s combined
and corrupt capitalism and imperial-
ism. In Germany the Reévolutionary
Soculglt minority is M increas-
/ing, and its power growing, while-that
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ority is disintegrating, and will soon
disappear. In all countries the Social-
ist movement is alert and aggressive
and gathering force, and the year 1918
will behold the greatest contests and
the most portentous achievements to-
ward worldwide freedom, democracy
and brotherhood yet chronicled in
history.

In contemplating the outlook for
the new year, The Call may well con-
gratulate itself. It has to its credit
a splendid record of fidelity, courage
and high purpose in the year just
closed, and it is equipped for action
as never before in the year now dawn-
ing upon the world.

Socialist greetings to ‘all our Com-
rades everywhere with the sunrise of
the new year. The “dear love of Com-
rades” binds us together heart to
heart and soul to soul at every eoun-
cil’ fire, In évery fraternity gathering
and on every firing line in the gredtset
crusade, the holiest war, ever waged
for the redemption of man and the
freedom, peace and happine:’és of the
world.

Morris Hillquit.—The old year is
about to depart. Within a few hours
the grim and demented old criminal
will gasp his last baneful breath of
hate and evil, and will join the per-
petual procession of years in the dark
shadow of the endless past. No one
will shed a tear for him. No one will
regret his departure.

A new year is coming. A suffering,
bleeding world. is awaiting the guest
with hope and fear, with prayer and
trembling. What will the new arrival
bring us?

It may be continued war on the
battleflelds and continued suffering
and gloom in the homes. It may be
cessation of carnage and peace among
nations. But, above all, it will be
struggle for social regeneration and
world reconstructiozn.

Fof the dying old year is taking with
him the old order into the dark sha-
dow of the dark past, and the new
year and the new years are bringing
a new world. ~Whether the coming
year will see war gr peace, the world
as it existed in the days before the
war will never come back again. The
senseless pitiless old world of privi-
lege and oppression, of suffering and
privation, the world of strife and
cruelty, autocracy and class rule, is
crumbling and perishing in the sup-
reme agonies of the pain of its own
making. The people are coming into
their own in all lands. The pangs
of the dbordered world are but the
pangs of childbirth of new and true

" democracy. In thin grave hiutorlcal

“process the gho.atly war is only an
‘incident. ~Its deep and all-pervading

significancé is the social revolution
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The new world that will be ushered
in by the new year and the years to
come will be a people’s world, a So-
cialist world, our world.

Courage, Comrades! Let us look the
new year in the face with steady
and unflinching eyes. Let us resolve
to take our place in mankind’s strug-
gle for a new world, a happy world.

Happy New Year, Comrades!

This with its institutions,
belongs to the people who inhabit it.—
Abraham Lineolnn.
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country,

“Give me the liberty to know, to
utter and to argue freely according to
conscience, above all other liberties.”

-John Milten.

WHO ARE RUSSIA’S REAL
REVOLUTIONISTS?

Mr. George Kennan is one of the
ablest and best informed writers on
the different phases of Russian life.
He is, however, entirely out of sym-
pathy with the aspirations of the Rus-
sian Socialists. Just now he is filling
the Classic page of the “Newark Out-
look” with tirades against the Russian
Socialists. A writer who signs him-
self “Yours for Hberty” propounded
the following list of gquestions to Mr.
Kennan, which he attempted to ans-
wer. The only point he made in his
attempt was to give a lot of informa-
tion to the Outlook readers, which all
well informed Socialists were already
familiar with, namely, the -fact that
many of the early Russian Revolution-
ists were autocratic and middle class,
especially the university students. Mr.
Kennan is in favor of a revolution that
would leave him and his Russian and
American friends lodged comfortably
on the backs of the workers. He and
his employers, the stockholders of the
New York Outlook are the type of men
Tolstoy ha din mind when he said
of them: “I find them willing and
anxious to do anything for the work-
ers but get off their backs and earn
their own living.”

The Letter.
Mr. George Kennan:

Dear Sir,—I have just been reading
your article on the condition of Rus-
sia, in The Outlook for November 21,
1917. I would like to ask you a few
questions on the condition of affairs

_in that country.

1. Who was it.caused the Russian
Revolution?

2. Who has for a hundred years been
working against tremendous odds,
against the whole police force of the
Russian Government, in fact, striving
to develop a sufficient Socialist and
proletarian movement to overthrow
czarism, autocracy, and bureaucra,cy,
with capitalism, and establish a hu-
mane and seénsible government?

3. Who was it, in the sufferings of
this war, that finally consummated the
arduous task, clearing the name of
Russia of the great blot of the Czar
and making the position of the other
parasites of that country dangerous?

4. Who was it, in the streets “of

Petrograd, early in April, that fou
against the Cossacks and won the

‘battle for freedom, not in Russia aloné;
but for all the wor!d. by her cominz

example? '
5. Was lt the capm.llsu ot tlle

“insidious foe than

Russias? )

6. Was it the Cossacks or the aristo-
crats? Or was it the Czar?

7. Was it the landowners, who for
years have crushed the peasantry?
Or

8. Was it the Bolsheviki, the Social-
ists, and the I. W. W.'s, as you call
them ?

Indeed, sir, from the remarks you
have made in magazine articles and
short stories, we had once thought you
had some slight—as much as could be
expected from a newspaper and peri-
odical writer—sympathy for the down-
trodden of the Russias. But it ap-
pears that as soon as the capitalist
system is threatened you lose all that
sympathy, even as Charles Edward
and some others did.

You know as well as anyone else,
that the Revolution in Russia was
caused from start to finish by the
Socialist and Anarchist group, that
the respectable elements had nothing
to do with it. You also know that, as
in other similar cases, the bourgeoiste
tried, after the proletariat had heen
successful, to assume the reins of gov-
ernment and block out the establish-
ment of the social state. You know
that the greetings of the press lagged
and turned-to despair when it was seen
that this attempt by the bourgeoisie
would be a failure. You know that
the Russian Revolution has no more
the
state of America. It is this fear for
the plutocracy that lehds you to de-
nounce the revolutionists who. are
trying to make of this a real revolu-
tion. '

But tell me, what do you mean by
referring to the Bolsheviki as a
“usurping gang”? They fought for .
the Revolution; should they not be the
ones to profit by it? Whether you
wish it or not, they will, or there
will be another evolution,

Yours for Freedom,

THE -HENRY DUBB PRIMER.

Do you see those pretty white
jewels? & ’

They are grains of sugar.

They are produced by God, sun and
unlynched Negroes. : 2

If you had a pound of sugar and
a ton of coal you could trade them
for a yacht.

A yacht is much better than sugar,
for it will not give you diabetes. -

Rich people have sugar and diabetes.

Which would you rather be; rich
and diabetic or poor and dhbetic‘
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Do you see the man with MM
ing forehead? S

The man is a grocer M
sweating.

Why is the grocer sweat

He is sweating bmm~
is very heavy. ;

He is sorry because y :
to pay him' 80 cents for
knows your baby is siek

Are all grocers so kin

Oh, my, m.

There is not i

~ Bainbridge Case

will get a hearin
Monday, J

7-h°pet§kwe him

plutocratie -
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What They

Are Saying

About Peace And

Premier

Lloyd George has restated the terms upon which

ar

the

British Nation is willing to conclude an honorable and lasting "peace.
For the first time since August, 1914, the British Premier speaks out

on behalf of the nation.

Socialists congratulate him on accepting their

peace proposal and believe that it is the first step towards a genuine

democratic peace.

Below. you will find his speech compared with Presi-

dent Wilson's, and Lord Lansdowne’s letter:

Not War _of Aggression.

“We are not fighting a war of ag-
gression against the German people,”
deelared the premier. ‘‘i'he destruc-
tion or disruption of Germany or the
German people has never been a war
aim with us since the first day of the
war to now. The British people never
aimed at breaking up the German
péoples or the disintegration of their
estate. Our not 1o destroy
Germany’s great position in the world,
but to turn her aside from schemes of
military domination to devote her
strength to beneficent tasks.”

The Premier declared Great Britain
was not fighting to take Constanti-
nople from Turkey nor destroy Aus-
tria-Hungary. ‘“We are not fighting,”
he said, “‘to destroy Austria-Hungary
or to deprive Turkey of its capital or

~the rich lands in Asia Minor aud

Thrace, which are predominantly
Turkish.”—Lloyd George.

“We do not desire the annihilation

'—Lord

wish Is

of Germany as a great Power.’
Lansdowne.

‘“Phe people of Germany are being
told by trhe men whom tehy now per-

mit to deceive them and to act as

their masters that they are fighting for

the very life and existence of their

Empire a war of desperate self-defence

against deliberate aggression.

thing could be more grossly or wan-
tonly false and we must seek by the
utmost epenness and candor as to our
real aims to convince them of its fair-
. ness.”—<President Wilson.
Democratic Govt. Needed.
“Our viewpoint,” the Premier de-
- ¢lared, “is that the adoption of a
democratic constitution by Germany
would be the most convincing evidence
the the old spirit of military domina-
tion was dead, but that is a question
for the German people to decide.”

The basis of any territorial set-
tlement must be government with the
consent of the governed, the Premier
asserted.

As regarded the German constitu-
tion, the Premier said Great Britain
was not fighting to destroy it, although
it was considered a military, auto-
cratic congtitution—a dangerous ana-
chronism.—Lloyd George.

““We do not seek to impose upon her
people any form of government other
than that of their own choice.”—Lord
Lansdowne.

“The .speech of Lloyd George was
far more reasonable and calm, it was
& speech of a man who felt his tre-
mendous responsibility and who saw
cleo.rly. above and behind the battle-
field, all the problems which ‘would
have to be settled afterward. How
much better it would have been if no
othet than that kind of speech had
been delivered sifice August, 1914."—
Jus. Rumsey MecDonald. 7

° Justice for Belgium.

ﬁe Premier said the first require-
ments always made by the British and
their _al!iep-had been complete restota-
tion of the political, territorial and
‘_'omlc independence - of Belgium,
m such reparation as could be made.
fdmmtion of its towns This

No- .

could be hope of stable peace the great
breach of public law in Europe must
be repudiated and so far as possible
repaired.

Although we agree with President
Wilson that the breaking up of Aus-
tria-Hungary is no part of our war
aims, he continued, we feel that gen-
uine self-government on true demo-
cratic peace should be granted those
Austro-Hungarian nationalities who
have long desired a fair measure of
freedom. If these conditions were
fulfilled, Austria-Hungary would be-
come a power whose strength would
conduce to the permanent peace and
frecdom of Europe instead of being an
instrument of the pernicious Prussian
military_autocracy.—Lloyd George.

When War Will be Won.

“We shall regard the war only as
won when the German people say to
us, through properly accredited rep-
resentatives, that they are ready to
agree to a settlement based upon jus-
tice and the reparation of the wrongs
their rulers have done. They have
done a wrong to Belgium which must
be repaired. They have established a
power over other lands and peoples
than their own—over the great empire
of Austria-Hungary, over hitherto free
Balkan states, over Turkey, and within
Asia—which must be relinquished.”—
President Wilson.

“No one pretends that it would be
right or opportune for either side to
formulate an ultimatum, detailed, ex-
haustive, precise, with clauses, which
to be excepted verbatum et literatum
chapter and verse as the indispensable
preliminary and condition of peace.”—
ex-Premier Asquith.

“Reparation means recognition. Un-

less international right is recognized

by insistence or payment for injury
done in defiance of its canons, it can
never be a reality. Next comes the
restoration of Serbia, Montenegro and
the occupied parts of France, Italy and

Rumania.”—Lloyd George.

“What are we fighting for? We are
waging war in order to obtain repara-
tion'and security.”—Lord Lansdowne.

Justice for Small Nations.

“The complete withdrawal of alien
armies and reparation for injustice
done is the fundamental condition of
a permanent peace. We regard as
vital the legitimate claims of the Ital-
ians for union with those of their own
race and tongue: W& also mean to
press that justice be done to the men

- of Rumanian-_blood and speech.”

It is otherwise impossible to re-
move those causes of unrest in that
part of Europe which so long have
threatened its genuine peace., Out-

side of Europe, Mr. Lloyd George
went on, hre believed the same peace
should be applied. He added, while
we (o not challenge maintenance of
the Turkish empire in the home lands
of the Turkish race, with its capital,
Constantinople; the passage between
the Mediterranean and the Black Sea,
being internationalized and neutraliz-
ed—Arabia, Armenia, Mesopotamia,
Syrla and Palestiné are, in our judg-
meut entltled to recognition of their

separatet national condltlons.—-Lloyd

- George,

Must Remedy Wrong.

“The peace we make must remedy
that wrong. It must deliver the once
fair lands and happy peoples of Bel-
gium and northern France from ‘the
Prussian conguest, and the Prussian
menace, but it must also deliver the
peoples .of Austria-Hungary, the
peoples of the Balkans ~and the
peoples of Turkey, alike in Europe
and in Asia, from the impudent and
alien domination of the Prussian mili-
tary and commercial autocracy:

No Dictation to Austria.

“We owe it, however, to ourselves
to say that we do not wish in any way
to impair or to re-arrange the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. It is no affair of
ours what they do with their own life,
either industrially or politically, We
do not purpose or desire to dictate to
them in.any way. We 6n1y desire to
see that their affairs are deft in their
own hands in all matters, great or
small.”—President Wilson.

SUGGESTS LANSDOWNE, HENDER-
SON AND MACDONALD FOR
CABINET.

Addressing the Union of Democratic
Control recently at Leicester, England,
Mr. Charles Roden Buxton, according
to the Pioneer, Dé&c. 21, 1417, declared
that the acceptance of the Russian
appeal to throw overboard all “plans
of conquest,” including that of trade
boycott, argued that though this was
the first step, it was not enough. They
must go further and initiate negotia-
tions. Negotiations did not mean
peace at any price; it might be that
the negotiations would break down,
but the only way to prove whether
they would succeed or not was by
trying. He thought there was every
reason to expect that the negotiations

* would prove suecessful, provided we

were prepared to make peace on a
moderate basis.

The overnment had already allowed
more than one opportunity for negotia-
tion to pass, notably when' the Ger-
man offer to restore and compensate
Belgium and give up Alsace-Lorraine
was meade last September to M.
Briand. Ther was now a new op-
portunity, by taking part in the nego-
tiations initiated by the Russian Gov-
ernment. Rccognmon of the de facto
Russian Government was already be-
ing advocated in several quarters in
this country. M. Trotsky .was obvi-
ously endeavoring to prepare the way,
not for a separate, but a general
peace. He had said, “Our armistice
is only. the basis for a general armi-
stice.” That armistice was to last
till January 14, and thereafter until
concluded by seven days’ notice on
either side.

He had stipulated, in the interest
of the Allies, that: German troops
should not be transported to the Wes-
tern Front. If M. Trotsky was a
gambler, the stake he was. playing for
was the peace of the world. Mr. Bux-
ton said that if the present Govegn-
mernt did noét take any of the prelimin-
ary steps necessary to make a -reason-
able -peace possible, they should be
turned out and make way for those
who would. Mr. Lloyd George was
not the only man capable of saving
the country. He suggested a Coali-
tion Cabinet of Lord Lansdowne, Lord
Buckmaster, Mr.. Arthur Hendersen,
and Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. (Ap-
plause.) . Mr. Lloyd George had said
there was no-half-way house between
victory and;defeat: He (Mr. Buxton)
said there was no half-way house be-
tween the “knock-out Gdvernment
and a peoples peace.”

FOURTEEN CONCRETE - PEACE
PROPOSALS.
ashington. Jan. 8.-~~Fourteen con-

crete peace- proposals, laid down by .

President Wilson, in his address to

Congress to-day on war aims, began
with the declaration that the days of

private International understandings

are gone, and that covenants of peace
must be reached in the open. Briefly
summarized, the other points were:

Absolue freedom of the seas in peace
or war, except as they may be closed
by international action.

Removal of economic barriers am-
ong natjons associating themselves to
maintain peace.

Guarantees of the reduction of arma-
ments to the lowest point consistent
with domestic safety.

Impartial adjustment of colonial
claims, based on the principle that the
peoples concerned have equal rights
with the Governments.

Evacuation of all Russian territory
and opportunity for Russia’s political
development.

Evacuation of Belgium.

Evacuation of French territory and
righting the Alsace-Lorraine wrong.

Readjustment of Italy’s frontiers
along recognizable lines of nationality.

Free opportunity for autonomous
development of the peoples of Austria-
Hungary.

Evacuation of Roumania, Serbia
and Montenegro, and guarantees for
all the Balkan Stafes.

Sovereignty for Turksy's portion of
the Ottoman Empire, and autonomy
for other nationalities.

An independent Poland, with access
to the sea.

General association of nations for
mutual guarantees of independence
and territorial integrity to large and
small States alike.

WHAT WAYFARER SAYS IN
“NATION.”

Much of the most important sign of
the times is the revuldlon of feeling
and opinion of which the Lansdowne
letter was the conspicuous sign. The
letter has dome great good, and has
made a far deeper mark on men’s
minds thad the public acknowledg-
ment of its effect would suggest. But
it is essentially a symptom. It heralds
the a}vance of a modergte party which
will go on till it displaces the violent
men and the rash .counsels now in the
ascendant. A great body of thought-
ful people of all conditions and tastes
—Tories, Liberals, Labor men—see
that the 8hip’s course is wrong and
must be altered. Coarse and empty
speeches like Sir Edward Carson’s,
with its rough deflance of American
opinion, merely emphasize this move-
ment; and Mr. Churchill’s rhetoric
shows how pertinent a task it is to
put a little thinking into our incor-
rigibly light-minded statesmanship.
The reaction began with thé North-
cliffe letter to Mr. George. Its arro-
gance and indiscretion were equally
alarming, for they brought home to
many minds the disquieting thought
that power lay wher it had no right
to lie. What redeeming force of intel-
lect or character could be alleged to
cover the writer's sweeping deprecia-
tion of his country and her effort?
None. The letter was as empty as it
was ominous.—“A Wayfarer” in “The
Nation.” 5 '

Then there is the Canadian election
the results of which will be greeted
with regret by every farseeing per-
son. A racial dividing line is once
more created in Canada, and.the big-
gest, the wisest, and the least cor-
rupt of Canadian statesmen—Sir Wil-
frid Laurier—has been defeated. The
great Empire builders are being re-
jected for the cheap jacks of the
market place, and everybody is so
absorbéd in shouting and in emotional
transports that they do not see what
is happening.—J. Ra.msay MacDonald
in dLeicester Ploneer

In the capitalist’s lexicon conserva-
tion means the conservation of pri-
vate proﬂts and printo privileges.
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COMMERCIAL COMPETITION,

In a pamphlet entitled “Big Business
and War,” published in 1915, Charles

Edward Russell wrote as follows:
B “The rest of the world stands horri-
* fied and baffled by the hideous spec-
) tacle of the European war. The So-

cialists alone are entitled to say:

“ ‘This cataclysm was the inevitable
product of the system that we have
denounced to you incesantly all these
years. You would not heed us when
we warned you that you were walking
a perilous road. We told you that the
economic system you maintained could
lead only to destruction and disaster.
The lure of profits deafend your ears
to our appeal and blinded your eyes.
This, then, is the result. You have
sowed the wind; you are reaping the
whirlwing.’

“The greatest catastrophe of all hu-
man history did -not come unheralded.
It did not drop out of a clear sky, as
someée shallow observers perhaps be-
lieve. To warn of the steady, relent-
less approach of the world’s climax of
horror, a stalking spectre went be-
fore, which Socialists could clearly see
and to which they pointed in desperate
attempt to show the world what was
impending.

“The name of the spectre to which
they have pointed again and again in
repeated, earnest, agonized warning is
commercial competition.”

Just so.

Therein, Russell tells the truth bold-
ly-and clearly.
; He had a right to change his mind.

A Everyone has that right, even though
he change from a correct opinion to
an incorrect one.

But, his changing his mind does not
affect the truthfulness of the state-
ment ‘we have quoted. It was true
when he wrote it, and it still remains
trye, regardless of his change of heart.

It was commercial competition that
brought on the war. The Socialists
had for years tried to impress the
truth upon the various nations and to
persuade them to establish Socialism,
whieh will abolish commercial com-
petition and hereby abolish war..

» The great need is to work for So-
cialism, so as to bring the war to an
end, and so as to abolish the cause of
war and thus prevent any repitition
of the catastrophe.—Milwaukee Leader.

VICTORIA T. ANP L. GOES—ON
RECORD AGAINST THE
PATRIOTIC FUND.
Victordia, B. C,, Dec. 21.—The Vic-
; ” toria Trades and Labor Council has
a2 gone on record against the patriotic
4 funds and all other organizations sol-
v, iciting financial support for war pur-
k. poses. It will recommend to all its
members that they refuse to contri-
“bute on the ground that all such funds
should be providell out of the consoli-
dated revenue of the country,

g LES MISERABLES.
. Victor Hugo ih 1862 wrote a letter
to M. Daelli, the publisher of the

Italian translation of “Les Miserables.’

:-L It might have been fitly penned to-day
o “without the change of a paragraph or

’, ; .~ sentence.. The indictment of condi-
tions existing then is just as eloguent
an indictment of conditions existing

alism is as much needed now as it
> was in.1862. We reprint parts of this
letter written by Hugo from his place
-of exile in the Isle of Guernsey where

: : from the Drosecutiona of the then

Bonaparte. Hugo had had the man-

to-day. Its noble plea for Internation-

he had been compelled to take refuge -
Thought Controller of ‘France, Louis

g hood to demounce this foe of liberty
yhonhemm«mn‘uhhm-

. mmwmmm'

W I.Al:tlo"inel:umm-ttlnheﬂﬂnt!'h])oleo_l :

ITEMS OF NEWS FROM ALL PARTS

*

—The Great—Editor, N. Y. Call.

You are right sir, when you tell me
that “Les Miserables” is written for
all nations. I do not know whether it
will be read by all, but,\‘I wrote it for
all. It is addressed “to England as
well as to Spain, to Italy as well as to
France, to Germrany as well as to Ire-
land, to Republics which have slaves,
as well as-to Empires which have
serfs. Social problems overstep fron-
tiers. The sores of the human race,
those great sores that cover the globe,
do not halt at the red or blue lines
traced upon the map. In every place
where man is ignorant and despairng,
in every place where woman is sold
for bread, wherevr the child suffers
for lack of the book which should in-
struct him, and of the hearth which
should warm him, the book of “Les
Miserables” knocks at the door and
says: “Open ta me, I come to you.”

At the hour of civilization which we
are now passing, and which is so
sombre, the ‘“Miserable’s” name is
man; he is agonizing in all climes,
and he is groaning in all languages.

Like us, you have prejudices, super-
stitions, tyrannies, fanaticismgz, biind
laws lending assistance to ignorant
custom. The social question is
the same for you as for us. There
are a few less deaths from hunger with
you,)and a few more from fever.

Is it necessary to emphasize this?
Must this melancholy parallelism be
yet more completely verified? Have
you not indigent persons? Glance be-
low. Have you not parasiies? Glance
up. Does not that hideous balance,
whose two scales, pauperism and par-
asitism, so mournfully preserve their
mutual -equillibrium, oscillate before
you as it does before us? Have ynu
not like ourselves an opulent war bud-
get and a paltry budget of education?

Let us subject your social order fo
examination, let us take it where it
stands and as it stands, lat us view its
flagrant offenses, show me the woman
and the child. It is by the amount of
protection with which these two crea-
tures are surrounded that the degree
of civilization is to be measured.
What is the amount of truth that
springs from your laws, and what
amount of justice springs from your
tribunals. Stay, let us pass
miseries in review, let each one con-
tribute his pile, you are as rich as we.

Alas, our brothers, yuo are,
like ourselves, Miserables. From the
depths of the gloom wherein you
dwell you do not see much more dis-
tinctly than we the radiant and distant
portals of Eden.

This book, “Les Miserables,” is no
less your mirror than ours. Certain
men, certain castes,- rise’ in revolt
against this book—I understand. that.
Mirrors, those revealers of the truth,
are hated; that does not_prevent them
from belng of use. é

As for myself, I have written for all,
with a' profound love for my own
country, but without being engrossed
by France more than by ‘any other
nation. In proportion as I advance in
.life, I grow.more simple, and I become
more and more patriotic for humanity.

Books must cease to be exclusively
French, Italian, German, Spanisk_or

glish, and become, I say, more hu-

, if they are to correspond to the
enlargement of civilization.

In short., I am doing what I can, I

suffer with the same universal suﬂer~ :

ing, and I try to assuage it. T possess

only the puny foree of a man, and I -

cry to all: “Help me' #

Ever since history has been wrmen, g

ever since philosophy:has meditated,

mmrymbunthonmentotmhe'
humnrm themomenthuntigt,

arrived m mﬂng oft thﬁt ug und for

« subdue the spirit of man.

replacing, upon the naked limbs of the
Man-People, the sinister fragment of
the past withthe grand purple robe of
the dawn.—Victor Hugo.

Justice walks with leaden feet and
has lost her way and cannot find many
of thé court rooms of America.

Ideals cannot be killed by imprison-
ing idealists. You cannot stop ideas
as long as one brain continues to

function. Governments, churches,
judges and jailors have tried it as

far back as the memory of records go.
But never have they been able to
Ideas are
contagious and, crushed to earth,
spread over it.

Liberty is never a gift. It is always
a pufthase, and the price is blood and
tears, happiness and the personal
liberty of the individual purchaser.
Liberty has always been the great
temptation for idealists.

We are walking in the shadow of
war. Most of us, however, have our
eyes on the star of peace and liberty,
and because a few are articulate, ex-
pressing our hopes and desires, judges
are sending them to penit.eptiary, to

the workhouse, fining them, taking
their property, and even ordering
them to be deported to Russia, the
new home of democracy. If Christ

“Sermon on the»Mount”
he would go to the

gave out the
workhouse for
six months.

Are some
‘Bastiles,
wardens?

of our courts the new
with’ petty judges as the

Judges with the dust of
dead law and dead theories in their
eyes and mouths and brains are stamp-
ing out free speech; are trying to
shackle the brave spirits of those who
see that the faults of liberty can only
be cured by more liberty.

—Harry Weinberger.
PAT FEARED THE WORST.

An Irishman coming out of ether
in .the ward after an operation ex-
claimed audibly: “Thank God! That
is over!” “Don’t be so sure,” said
the man i the next bed. “They left
a sponge in me and had to cut me
open again.” And the patient on the
other side said: “Why, they had to
too, to find one.of their in-
struments.” Just then the surgeon
who had operated on the Irishman
stuck his head in the door and yelled:
“Has anyone seen my hat?’ Poor
Patrick fainted.—Argonaut.

open me,

o

AUSTRALIAN VOTE DOESN'T
SURPRISE.

Quebec, Jan. 9.—Capt. Carmichael,
Australian Minister of Education, who
is.on his way home from the front
on a six months’ furlough, was in
Quebec yesterday. He said that he
was not surprised at the vote on con-
scription in Australia. “The Austra-
lians are a patriotic people,” he re-
marked, and added, “In Canada you
pass your measures. first, and vote
afterwards.”

NATIONAL REGISTRATION.
Govt. Contemplating Real,” Thorough

Compulsory One This Time to

Determine Labor Resources.
Ottawad, Jan. 9.—The Government
contemplates a new and really thor-

- ough “national registration’ scheme,

with a view to determining the labor
resources of Canada.

The National Service registration

scheme of last winter was inadequate ;

in that the slgning of the cards’ was
not made compulsory, and the inform-
ation obtained as available man power
was only approximate.

S BORDEN AND HEARST HEHIND-
SCHEME TO IMPORT (}IIINESE
©  LABOR INTO CA!ADAI.
Guelph, Ont., Jan. 9--’l‘he ‘Experi-
' ment Unfon opened it§ sessions yes-
terday at the Lgricult\nd Oollﬁn
with 4n attendunce from ‘all over.

J(mtarin Dr zmu in“hb report preo 5

j tended to all triéiids M

dicted a serious seed shortage in many
lines, urging farmers to conserve all
they could. :

President  Sirett . of Brighton,
speaking on farm labor, urged that
before the labor market be further
invaded for military purposes, that
a central commission should be ap-
pointed to say what industries are
essential, and which are not, and in ,
this way bring the available. labor
power to bear_ directly on the ‘neces-
sary callings of the nation.

Touching on the labor situation, Dr.
Creelman said that with a man, or a
man and a h4qlf to the farm, the old
plan of thrashing, by changing help,
would next fall mean the stopping of
fall work on the farm for a couple
of weeks. As a remedy, he accepted
the suggestion of Mr. E. C. Drury, that
thrashers take their own gangs and
cooks along and undertake to do all
the work of thrashing at so much per
bushel, say, five to nine cents. He
suggested as a further means of re-
lieving the general labor situation that
100,000 Chinesefarm laborers be
brought in under a bond fer their re-
turn home when the need for their
help is at an end.

Dr. Creelman reviewed at length
the labor situation and intimated that
in some circles the advisability of
importing Chinese labor under bond
was being considered. He was cer-
tain from results of 1917 that the
tractor plow was a fixture and a suc-
cess.

Sir Wni. Hearst, Premier of Ontario,
speaking at the annual supper of the
Experimental Union, called updn the
farmers to exert their utmost toward
the goal of greater production in 1918.
He stated. that the Agricultural De-
partment wanted -all the suggestions
along agricultural lines which it was
possible to obtain, and gave his as-
surance that they would receive due
consideration. The labor question was
dealt with briefly, Sir William stating
that this would be a -greater problem
in 1918 than ever before, because more
men” were ‘being sent .overseas. He
had faith, however, in the boys and '
girls of the high schools who had done
such splendid work last year, and
many of the returned soldiers would
be able to assist in farm work this
year.

Women in Toronto and Montreal
have formed centres of the “Council
for the Study of International Rela-
tions.” Its object is to form up and
down the country study circles and
groups, who will enquire into and de-
bate upon the problems of internation-

. al politics generally and more partic-

ularly the means and origins of this
war and the means of prevating future
wars.

w«PARTY  ANNOUNGEMENTS....

The Dominion ‘executive commit“l
meets on the 2nd and 4th ’I‘ueuh,n
the month at 363 Spadina’ Avenue, ID‘
ronto, secretary, L Bambridgo

The- ‘Ontario provincial
committee meets on the 2nd
Thursdays of the month
dina Avenue, Toronto, secreti T,
bridge.

Local Ne. 71,.Toron
Van Horne street,
2.30 p.m.. A hearty

Secx Atm')

Saskatchewa,n
Committee—Meets
Sunday of each n
desiring to joln :

Locals
A«M-.
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THE SPECTRE THAT HAUNTS OLD
EUROPE.

Out of the confused welter of cha-
otic Europe in its desperate efforts to
secure peace and carry on war at the
same time comes a report from the
c(rrespondent of the London Daily
News at Petrograd which he declares
is alarming the German commanders
and is calculated to alarm Great Bri-
tain at the same time. It i to the
effect that a separate peace between
Germany and Russia would be a dis-
aster to the allies, and that both sides
are working for it, though the Bol-
sheviki desire it to be accompanied by
social revolution in Germany and are
working with might and main for that
object. “Trotzky,” says this alarming
dispatch, “is leaving no stone unturned
to stimulate a revolution in Germany.”
He adds as an ominous detail that—

The fraternization of troops on the
eastern front already has passed be-
yond the control of the enemy officers.
Quantities or revelutionary literature
printed in Germany is being distribut-
ed. An illustrated supplemnt contains,
among other stimulating matter, a
photograph of the German embassy
here, with a huge banner across it
inscribed, “The proletariat of all lands
unites!” Underneath is written “These
are the words of a German. Did von
Hindenburg utter them? No. They
are the words of Karl Marx. We shall
be sending a Russian workman to live
in the Russian embassy at Berlin.
When will you send us a German
workman as ambassador af_ Petro-
grad 1”

Now, assuming that all this is so
and that it is creating a deep impres-
sion among the German troops, why
should it alarm Great Britain? If this
should- succeed, it would throw Ger-
many out of the war at once and.from
the ruling class point of view render
her as demoralized and impotent as is
Russia; in short, deliver her oqwer to
her enemies, jist as they now say
Russia has been delivered over to
Germany. Where is the peril? What
is there alarming in this news to Great
Britain? Why should she apparently
prefer fighting Germany for another
year or (1wo at enormous sacrifice
and with no positive certainty of a
complete and decisve victory when this
Bolshevik move, if successful, would
immediately put Germany out of the
ring as it did Russia? What
Great Britain this
anyhow?

The answer is not difficult.
revolution in Germany would mean
the end of the war, but it would at
the same time mean the certain be-
. ginning of the end of capitalism
throughout the world. And war for
years ,yet is preferable to that pros-
pect, even if it does nothing more

than stave it off for the time being.
It means that all the great powers are
as yet far more fearful of social revo-
lution than they are of war. But they
.are between the devil and the &'é?zp
sea. What they want, a decisive mili-
tary .victory over Germany without
social revolution as an accompani-
.ment, Is now, as the days pass, be-
coming ever more impossible. Hence,
the growing alarm. It is an alarm,
too, that it is impossible to have re-
oelve a serious reception without the

abandonment of the accusation that

the Bolsheviki are the stupid victims

of Prussian autocracy angd their lead-

ers in the pay of that autocracy. If
._the other view is to be maintained at
- all, the Bolsheviki and their leaders
mtu recognized exclusively as
- revolutionists.

- There cannot be the slightest doubt;
~also, that thé Prussian autocracy like-
' j;mmed over this situation and
3 ﬁh‘ti'n'z desperately to -avert it

does

want in matter,

Social

/
They want a peace with Russia that
will not incite social revolution in-
Germany. That is where the danger
lies - to them—a danger that also
grows with every day that passes. And
that alarm they share with the British
ruling class. Both would prefer con-
tinued war rather than such an out-
come, and the irony of the situation
is that continued war would by no

, means help them to ultimately avert

it; on the contrary, it would have the
effect of making it more certain in the,
long run.

The - situation is not one that was
made by the Socialists, but it is one
that they cannot avoid taking advan-
tage of. They strove desperafely for
peace when hostilities seemed immin-
ent in July, 1914, but in vain. And
now, three years and a half after those
fateful days, during which millions
of human beings went to the shambles
and a volume of misery unmeasurable
descended on mankind, the wheel is
slowly coming full turn, and as we
draw near the closing days of the war
we can see what it is now that fills
the ruling classes of the world with
fear; social revolution, irrepressible,
inexorable, raises its head ever more
threateningly, and this whether or not
the war continues, whether or not
separate peaces are made. It is the
one great fear that now haunts the
European world, all _belligernts alikc.

There is good reason for alarm
among the ruling classes; there is
none for us Socialists. For we knew
and diagnosed the ultimate condition
from the very beginning of the cata-
clysm that is now loosening all the
bonds of old society.

DRASTIC HOUSING POLICIES.

The papers tell us that the Bolshe-
viki have adopted a novel and certain-
ly revolutionary method of solving
the slum problem in Petrograd, name-
ly, converting the hotels and large
mansions into apartment houses for
the dwellers. A somewhat
similar idea was on one occasion put
forward by R. B, Cunningham-Graham,

slum

the well known Dritish Socialist,
author and traveller. He tells the
story of one day meeting W. E. Glad-
stone, the Prime Minister, in the lobby
of the DBritish House of Commons.

Gladstone stopped him and asked if it
true that he had advised the
people of the end of London
(the slum district) to march into the
west end and burn down the houses
of the rich. Graham assured him
there was no foundation for such a
report, “But,” he added, “if I were to
advise them to take action along that
line, I would tell them rather to burn
down their miserable hovels in the
east end and go and live in the west
end.”

was

east

WHO AND WHAT IS LENINE?

The New York Outlook, one of the
capitalists” most faithful and ablest
retainers, pays the following tribute to
our Russian Comrade, Lenine:

The sudden rise of Nicolai Lenine
to temporary power in Petrograd leads
naturally to inquiry as to what man-
ner of man this is who now directs the
action of the Bolsheviki, who treats
with Germany for an armistice, who
assumes to tell the Governments of
Great Britain, France and Italy what
their attitude toward war and peace
should be. Most of us probably have
heard of Lenine, chiefly as a furtive
plotter, obscurely moving in the turgid
currents of Russian -politics. It has
been generally believed that Eenine
was a German spy. Kerensky would
.not allow him to show his face in
Pétrograd; when some one asked
Kerensky if Lenine might not receive
a personal assurance of safety if he

came as a delegate to a certain con-
ference, Kerensky replied that he
would not arrest Lenine when he ‘was
in the convention hall, but—that he
would arrest him anywhere else he
found him. Yet, while it is .more than
probable that Lenine’s designs are
dark and treacherous to Russia, those
who have followed the history of So-
cialistic writing know that he is a
man of considerable ability and has
long been prominent in that work.
The best account of Lenine that we
have seen is contained in an excellent
article in “Asia,” the journal of the
American Asiatic Association. It is
written by Mr. M. J. Olgin, the author
of a book commended in our “New
Books” this week, “The Soul of the
Russian Revolution.” Mr, Olgin tells
us that twenty-two years ago Lenine
first appeared in Russian life as an
economist and statistician. Four years
later he put forth a book called “De-
velopment of Capitalism,” which be-
came a standard work in Russian
economic literature and was highly
regarded by the Marxist Socialists.
Other books and articles followed;
among them é was a fine translation
from the English of Sidncy and Bea-
trice Webb’s “Industrial Democracy,”
a book of great value and kngown the
world over to all students of indus-
trial conditions. As Lenine plunged
more and more into politics he became
more bitter and impatient with the
views of his opponents, and he is now,
we are told by Mr. Jlgin, “a man who
sees life only from th2 anglc of his
own ideas.” His slogans are, in effect:
“The war ought to be stopped at any
price; the factories ought to be taken
over by those who toil; the bourgeois
parties ought to be driven out!” In
short, Lenine might be cdlled, says
Mr. Olgin, the “great Inquisitor Sf
Russian Social Democracy.” His in-
fluence with the labor classes in Petro-
grad I8 especially strong. i

[}

THE SITUATION IN AUSTRALIA.

The recnt-victory for no conscrip-
tion in Australia surprised and puz-
zled many of us, seeing that the
Liberal-Labor combination—conscrip-
tionist—won about two-thirds of the
seats, and the straight Labor—anti-
conscriptionist—got only a third. The
following clipping sheds some light
on the matter.

The popular vote cast in Australia

at the recnt genral election has
been compiled and shows that the
Liberal-Conservative-Hughes Labor

renegade combine polled 53 per cent.
and the Labor party 47 per cent. of
This
satisfactory to the Labor party mem-
bers.

the total. result is perfectly

The secession of the Hughes

crowd of Conservatives and reaction-
ists leaves the Labor party quite free
to push along more Socialistic lines
than ever, and the Laborites declare
that when the war is over they will
have some settlements to make that
will not be to the liking of the fusion-
ists. The latter compose such a pecu-
liar) conglomeration of ideas and inter-
ests that they can’t stick together per-
manently. Already many workers who
followed Hughes into ‘the old party
camp, largely for patriotic reasons, are
returning to the Labor party.—Ex-
change. ;

DOES MIGHT MAKE RIGHT?

Like & moth around a candle, the
mind of ‘man continually * gyrates
around the abstract statement that
might does not- make right, though
every alleged proof apparently con-
firms 'the opposite view. Might is a
material thing; right an abstract one,
and the conjunction of the two is
bound to involve hopeless and- ludi-
crous contradiction. But apparently
nobody can keep off the subject; even
Socialists are fascinated by it, though
they generally use it to point out the
above.

Here we have Lord Milner declaring
that the “law of the jungle” that might
makes right, shall not prevail; that
while Germany declares what was
done to Belgium was right, and not
wrong, the war must go on.

Germany’s enemies are out then to
prove that might does not make right.
How do they propose to prove it? Why,
by the use of might. Their might will
make right, and that in turn prove,
what? Why, that Germany’s lack of
might does not make right.

If the Germans are beaten, it will
prove that might does make right; the
might of her enemies.

If the Germans are beaten, it will
also prove that might does not make
right; that is, that German might does
not make right. But it won’t prove it
to the Germans. They will never ad-
mit that.

If the Germans are not beaten, it
will prove that might—their might—
does make right—to them, but not to
the others.

The human mind can only run
eternally ih rings around this sub-
ject, and can never get anywhere.
Might is definite and concrete, and
can never get anywhere. Might is de-
finite and concrete, and can be found
from experience; right, on the other
hand, is indefinite -and abstract, and
no amount of experience will enable
all to agree upon it. The conjunction
of the two things is bound to end in
hopeless disagreement and mental
contradiction. - It is the perception of
this that has generated the.idea that
“whatever i5, is right.”

Does might, then, make or not make
right? The only possible answer . is
“wait and see.” And mankind may
wait to all eternity and never see, but
the subject will never lose its fascina-
tion for the human mind. We are built
that way. Perhaps, when we have
solved the “fourth dimension”—if we
ever do, and if there is such a thing—
we shall settle this question—if it is
a question.—New York Call. _
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It has always been the opinion of
broad minded statesmen that to take
away the liberties of subjects is to
incite the license of rebels.—G. F.

Stirling.

No annexation, no indemnities?
Well, what are we fighting about any-
how?

® ok ok

The dove of peace is now hovering
over the world. Let us hope that she
will be able to find a landing place.
The screeching war eagle has held
sway long enough for the present.

& R %

While the capitalist press through-
out the world is vehemently denounc-
ing Socialism and Socialists, the thing
itself is coming so fast that it makes
it hard for the most hopeful Socialist
to realize it.

* k %

The great war, now fast coming to
a close, was the result of accumulative
capitalist and landlord mismanage-
ment in the various countries. It is
the mission of the Socialists and
organized workers to bring about a
world peace which will really make
the world ‘“safe for democracy” in all
lands. -

% & %

The Socialist slogan principal for
peace on the basis of “neo annexation,
no indemnities” will likely put an end
to great international wars for all
time to come. Who can imagine
capitalists or feudal lords going to
war. if there are to be no annexations
or indemnities? As for the working

people of the different countries, they -

have nothing to fight about. An equit-
able exchange of the products of their
toil always proves mutually beneficial

to all-concerned.
/ * % %k

The newspapers received a large
portion of their reward for supporting
the so-called Union Government dur-
ing the Victory Loan Campaign and
the late election, and new the railroad
magnates have had between thirty and
forty millions handed to them " as
double compound interest on the cam-
paign funds supplied for use in the
great camouflage which is now passing
into history. Talk about Sammy Gom-
pers’ policy of rewarding your friends
and punishing your enemies, he is
only small potatoes eompared to the
magnificent way the capitalists reward
themselves and punish the simps they
deceived .into returning the public
powers, to their keeping. .

L *f

There are indications that the bix
capitalists and ‘their political hench-
men throughout ‘the industrial coun-

“tries of the world see the inevitability

of Socialism coming swiftly as one of
the aftermaths of the war. Their
principal concern now will be to bring
it about in such a form as to leave
them on the backs of the workers as
collectors of interest on government
bonds, etc., instead of as profit-takers.
They will succeed in doing this unless
the Socialists and organized workers
are alive to what they are up to. They
will do anything ostensibly for the
people but gét off their backs and earn
their own living, to use the late Leo
Tolstoy’s epigram when discussing
this subject.
* %k %

The contest for Mayorality honors
in the city of Toronto is between a
hardheaded, closefisted, typical “busi-
ness man” and a ‘“good fellow.” At
the present .writing it looks as though
the “good fellow” will win, but as the
late Sir John A. McDonald said so
often: “Horse races and elections are
very uncertain in their results.”

CALLS THEM HARPIES OF
CORRUPTION

Miss Levinsky Condemns Incompetent
Enumerators in the Recent Election.
Because of the incompetence of
enumerators in disqualifying some of
her relatlves from voting in the recent
Federal election merely on account
of their foreigﬁ-sounding names Miss
Ray Lewis Levinsky expresses her
sentiments in the following:
%A man’s a man for a’ that,’
Thus sang a Sdottish bard—
And Europe’s fields are wet with blood,
For men are fighting hard
For universal brotherhood,
For equal rights and freedom,
For justice and good: government,
For women, little children.

“For England, France, for Belgium’s
slain,”

This is the battle-cry

That urges our men forward,
The pilots of the sky,

That steadies the march of Death
Amid the burst of shrapnel,

That tears the gun from its fixed place,
And ‘builds in hell a chapel. -

~ Look to your lau}els. Canada;

They've seen the Holy Grail.
The Cross of Tau on their damp brow,
Reward for scourge and flail.

Their spirits hovor,o’.r us;
Kneel Lady of the Snow

YOUR DUTY TO THE “CANADIAN
FORWARD.”

January 3rd will long be remember-
ed by the Social Democrats and anti-
militarists of this country as a “black
letter’” day. On the other hand, the
conscriptionists and reactionists will
herald it as a day of triumph—for on
this winter day all men between the
ages of 20 and 34 (who are not mar-
ried and who are not exempted) be-
come a conscript in the army. Can-
adians who “never would be slaves”
surrender for the first time in their
history the Freedom which has caused
Canada to be sought after for many
years. The home of liberty, where
all the races of the earth could live
in a melting post as it were and
develop into free loving Canadians.

Many believed that conscription was
impossible without the consent of the
workers. It is now asked: Why then
have the workers consented? They
have been cajoled, deceived and iled
to by the public leaders. And as yet
they do not know what conscription
means. - If they had been properly
organized; if they had been educated;
if they had not been led on by the
ruffians of the press, then this thing
would not have been. All this points
to the importance of a party press
which shall in and out of season agi-
tate, educate, and organize. How then
is it possible for us to get 2n without
the Canadian Forward.

Surely readers of the paper to save
our organ, in the dark days that are
yet to be, and in the days that follow
the war, we must organize our forces,
and this is impossible without our
party press and without the only
organ of Democracy and anti-militar-
ism in Canada—the Canadian Ferward.
Therefore we ask one and all our
readers: What are you doing to help
the paper at this critical hour?

If you are an anti-militarist you
must aid the “Forward” to spread the
light.

If you are a radical Trade Unionist,
here is your journal.

If you are a Social Democrat the
“Forward” needs no recommendations
from me.

If you are a Democrat, remember
the the “Forward” is the only Demo-
cratic paper in Canada.

If you are a follower of Christ you
will find the “Forward” affords you
the best reports of the activities of
true Christians and is in every sense
your paper.

If you disbelieve in war, read the
“Forward” and help it at this critical
time of need; you will never regret
it. :
And the next gquestion is, How can
you help the paper financially? First
of all you could give a small donation
monthly—-eyen a ten cent piece would
be acceptable. Or you could gettle in

your own mind the- very ‘least you -

could put your hand on monthly by
passing round the hat. Thus, with
your donation added to that of your
friends, you could send regularly a

Before the host that died for you'—
Unfold, lady, and grow

Away from petty factions,
From bribery and greed;"

From stealing-—yea, and know the

word ;

- You did a thievish deed,

To rob from your own children
Their right to cast their vote;

By negligence or by intent
"Twas done, and God ‘took note.

A ‘million winged sons can't save
A nation from destruction

If-that same nation will not kill
‘The harpies of corruption.

The morning of a new year dawns;
They bring the Golden Fleece;

. Let each man pray in his own tongue;

Marswnhuutmm %
~-—nay Lewmvlmky

Rheumatism
A Home Cure Given by One Who bad it

In the spring of 1898 I was attacked by
Muscular and Inflammatory Rheumatism. . I
suffered as only those who have it know, for
over three years. [ tried remedy after
remedy, and doctor after doctor, but such
rellef a8 I recelved was only temporary.
R Finally, I found a remedy that cured me
R completely, and it has never returned. I
have given it to s number who were terribly
afflicted and even bedridden with Rheuma-
tism, and it effected a cure in every case.

I want every sufferer from any form of [
rheumatic trouble to try this marvelous heal- J
ing power. Don't send a cent; simply mm
our name and address and I will send it
Tee to try. After you have used it and
§ it has proven itself to be that long-Jooked-for
means of curing your Rheumatism, you may
send the price of it, one dollar, but under-
stand I do not want your money unless you
are gerfect.ly satisfled to send it Isn't that
falr? Why suffer any-longer when positive

rellef 18 thus offered you free? Don't delay
Write today.

Mark H. Jackson, No. 616D Gurney Bldg.,
Syracuse, N. Y.
Mr. Jackson is responsible.

b Above state-
ment true —Pub.

sum, however small, to the “Forward.”

If the donation is large so much the
better; but supposing it is only 256
cents, don't despise the day of small
things. Surely quite a respectable
number of readers could get 25 cents
and get three more to-do likewise each
month and thus make themselves
personally responsible for $1.00
monthly. Or some of you could form
a league in some larger towns with
the one idea of making the paper
known and canvassing its claims. The
league would not only canvass for
subscriptions and seek to establish
a Forward Fund, but would regularly
every two weeks send a copy of the
“Forward,” together with a letter, in-
viting a perusal of the same and sol-
iciting a subscription for the paper.

Every reader of this paper who
reads these lines ought to make it a
sacred duty to get funds for ‘the
“Forward” and to make the “Forward”
known to the people as the only paper
in Canada that caters to Democratic
thought. Many who may not at first
contribute to the journal might be
induced to take it regularly for three
months or so. Where there’s a will
«there’s a way howevr, and all those
who want the “Forward to live will
immediately get busy. Let us conse-
crate Jan 3rd—the day of the triumph
of reaction and victory of conserip-
tionists—and afterwards to one great
cause, that of building up the “For-
ward” on an impregnable rock. Each
one can do something; some can give
much, some little; some can collect
from their friends; others can make
the paper known and seek subscribers
to-the same.

One hundred willing helpsrs are re-
quired. Will you be one?  Will you
help on a good cause? Don't all speak
at once; but if you are willing to help
write the “Canadian Forward,” 363
Spadina Ave., and say what you can
do. DBuf let us all do something. Let
us score a triumph for anti-militarism

and Socialism. Don’t let the mllitarlst
win hands down.

CONFUSION ABOUT STATE
SOCIALISM,
The following is from an editorial

in the New York- Outlook printed in

response to a Jetter which also ap-

peared in that’ paper.. The article js .
80 timely apd answe's the points

raised by many Soeclalists here
Canada that in the absenca of the
Forward editor the compiler of the
contents of this issue has decided to
give it to the Forward readers !
further' comment. Tt will '
next issue if some of-you
opinion on the ﬂrbjoct

e

There seems to be & ﬁrr :
ber of avowed Socu,nm :

~a sealed book;" 02
terly oblivious to mw )
socialism,” as it 1s 4 1
way
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~ cannot be procured.

THE CAN ADIAN PORWAIS)

Brmsh Labor S Bld for Power‘

(By John Alexander.)

What I wish to say here is supple-
mentary to the informing article, the
Evolution of the British Labor Move-
ment, that appeared in the Forward
of December 10th. The movement in
Britain, it seems to me, is the one,
next to our own, that is of most ac-
count to us, as its' success would un-
doubtedly react most favorably on the
moyvement in Canada. Its progress,

too, takes on an added interst since °

the adoption into the new constitution
of the British Labor Party of a de-
finite Socialist objective. This is
stated as follows: “To procure for the
producers,_ by the hand or by brains,
the full fruits of their industry, and
the most equitable distribution therof
that may be possible upon the basis
of the common ownership of the
means of production and the best ob-
tainable system of popular adminstra-
tion. and controlo f each industry or
service.” There are several reasons
that inspire one with high hopes for
the future of the British Labor Party.
That veteran, Dr. G. B. Clark (by the
way, a co-member with Marx of the
first International), is optimistic

-~enough to admit the possibility of a

majority at the next election. The
Toronto Mail & Empire makes a simi-
lar admission in a recnt editorial when
it says: “The powers of plutocracy in
Britain may be swept away in one
election.”

Perhaps the most conrete indication
of the tremendous growth of Socialist
opinion in Britain is the increase in
the membership of the IL.P., the

_propaganda body in the British Labor

movement. In many, cases, notwith-
standing the conscription into the
army o(. many of their members, locals

_have enlarged their membership by
100 and even 150 per cent.
have been revived and many new ones

0Old locals

formed. In several places halls large
enough to accommoddte -the crowds
Last year the
Labour Leader, the organ of ‘the I.L.P.,
increased its sales by 25,000. Other
Socialist papers, particularly those op-
posed to the war, also report large
increases in circulation. Evidences
that the workers in Britain are awak-
ening to a proper sense of their own
importance are found again in develop-
ments in the trade union movement.

- It is now becoming common for unions

to demand a voice in the grrangement
of the industries in which they are
organized, a demand the right of
which has already been conceded in
beveral capitalist quarters.

The rank and file, too, show less
and less a disposition to accept the
decigions of their leaders unquestion-

_ ably, proof of this being found in the

growing influence of the shop com-
ittees and the frequency of  un-
uthorized strikes. A serious en-

_deavor ‘is also being made to amalga-
mate competing unions, and a strong
tendency towards industrial unionism

apparent. These features of the

M union movement are all to the

u with a more enlightened
) ) & higher standard of ser-
be demanded of their Parlia-
tp,t.ivea who form the
ybor Party in Parliament.

out that while this move has been
long advocated by many of their mein-
bership, there were two
which, operating in the same manner
as the famous Taff Vale decision on
the trade unions, finally forced their
hands. Fifst, ther was the taxing of
the “divvy,” the Governmeént declar-
ing that it was so different from the
profits nfade by a capitalist corpora-
tion and therefore subject to income
tax. Then there was the cold-shoul-
dering in the case of appointees to the
boards dealing with the control of
foodstuffs and their prices. Despite
the fact that the co-operative societies,
.collectively, are the largest trading
concern in Britain, represntation was
refused them on the said boards, men
connected with capitalistic interests
gettin gthe preference. It has been
reportéd that the co-operatives may
establish a daily newspaper, am almost
imperative requirement: should the
labor forces form the next Govern-
‘ment, and a valuable adjurct in any
case.

In addition to the organizations al-
luded to as making up the army of
the workers, the war has produced
still another—the War Veterans’ As-
sociation. Unlike théir sister_body in
Canada, the returned men in Britain
are wisely associating themselves with
the trade unions. According to reliable
reports, the men in the trenches are
well nigh unanimous in declaring that
“things must bé different” in Britain
after the war. Past experiences have
taught them how best to serve their
own interests—by joining forces with
their oppressed fellow-workers. Only
in this way can they secure a stake
in the country for which they have
rigked their lives, limbs and health
to defend.

Regarding the magter of joining
hands with the radicals, the left wing
of the Liberal party, I should like to
observe that while the policy might
be questioned, it is undeniably true
that such men as Hogge, Pringle,
Ponsonby and Outhwaite have put up
a much more creditable fight against
the attacks on the péople’s liberties
during the war than have most of the
Labor party.

To these several bodies mentioned
as beingr_lon the side of labor might
be added the general labor or Social-
istic sentiment largely created by the
war. The conduct of the Coalition
Government in its tender regard for
the profiteers and consequent neglect

.

of the consumers ha$ exposed, as no
amoéunt of Socialist propaganda could,
the true nature of the old ﬁantiés. They
have piled up against themselves a
huge mass of most damning evidence.
Then the way that money has been
found to finance the war and the vast
measures taken to carry it on have

. been a lesson to.the dullest mind.
The plea of poverty put up whenever -

any scheme to lighten: the workers’

-burden was urged has been exposed

as a hollow sham. -The arguments of
impracticability brought against pro-
posals for jfate ownership and control

are now seen to be but capitalist sub-~

ter uges.

Two 1mportant electoral changes
are about to be made which also will

materially aid the Labor party. ‘The

first is the extension of the franchise
to six million women and four million
men. '
women in the industries has no doubt
quickened their interst in - political
representation. . -The granting of fe~
male suffrage will also allow many of
its active advocates to again take up
their work in the Socialist ranks and
devote themselves to ‘the education of

. thoiruxlnﬁu rllhtuuntthemlm.
The eutnnemse& males wﬂl be chlcny-

The' universal empioyment of .

incidents -

w
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young men who are supposed to be

overwhelmingly Soelalistic in their
views. The othér change redounding
to the Labor party’s advantage will.be
the redistribution of Parliamentary
seats. At presnt in the industrial
centres, where labor always finds its
strongest support, we find cases of
one M.P. to 30,000 voters, and in rural
districts where the squire holds sway
one M.P. to 3,000 voters. In Theé bill

about {to be passed such anomalies,

will . be largely wiped out. Takipg
Glasgow as a case in point, instead of
seven seats it will have fifteen under
the new arrangement. Here the I.L.P.
alone is taking steps to find candidates
for ten of these. Another beneficial
reform is that the returning officers’
fees, amounting to $500 for each
candidate, will in the future be paid
by the Government.

Surely the prospects for the Labor
parly were never brighter, and there
is . no reason to fear that it does not
fully appreciate its great oppertunity
to become a much greater, if not the
greatest, factor in deciding under what
conditions the workers of Britain shall
live. According to latest reports 402
candidates' will be put up. If the
present total of members in the House
of Commons is retained, 670, it will
require a high percentage of gains to
obtain a majority. Mr. Arthur Hen-
derson has been appointed organizer-
in-chief” of the preparations for the
election. Of course, the old capitalist
party or parties can be depended on
to concoct an election issue—the
never-failing red herring—to divert
the workers’ allegiance to their own
interests and party.. There is, too,
the possibility ofs the next election

being a war one, brought about by
a political crisis—genuine or trumped
up. In such a case the workers would
almost certainly be hopelessly divided,
their patriotism being probably “ex-
ploited on the issue of a military vic-
tory versug peace by negotiation, re-
sulting in a new lease of power to
the capitalists” party.

All that has been. said on the pre-

mise that social evolution in Britain
will proceed along a peaceful course.
But famine (of which signs are al-
rea.dy not wanting) may transform the
nat'l?xr'ally conservative Britisher into a
revolutionary like his Russian brother.
Like him,too, he would have no pro-
fessional army to contend with.in his
strike for liberty. As in Russia, so in
Britain, the Socialists would naturally
take the lead, they being the one ele-
ment in, present-day society with the
knowledge necessary to give the revo-
lution intelligent direetion.

(Continued from Page 5),

For-them the great Sacialist scholars,
thinkers and publicists have written
in vain. And for them the enormous
changes that the war has already made
in capitalist property relations mean
nothing, indicate nothingy except per-
haps a more intensified and longer
continued slavery for the proletariat.
They are not even “wise after the
event.”

We print im to-day’s issue such a
communication, showing as it does
the complete confusion that ‘exists in
the minds of many Socialists concern-
ing this matter. We ask our readers
to note the extraordinary contradic-
tions that.run through it from the very
beginning. First we are told that all
our readers agree with us as to the
significance of nationalism of rail-
roads to the fulfilment 6f § lism,
and this is immediately followed by
the assertion that state capitalism is
“our most powerful foe.” That govern-

ment ownership of railroads 'is “no -

more ‘socialistic’ than the growth of
trusts.” .It wmﬂd no: doubt. surprise
this correspondent to hear that prac-

_ tically all well intormd Socialists do-

reprd the growth ot‘trnstiu distinet-
1y “socialistic.” That they. are certaln
tndiecttona - of mmu m tlw anw!

Nencihon

“workers.

not only Socialists b!‘ W Q’M
ists have long perceived: But we leave
the letter to our readers and shall not’

further comment upon it. e

That this outlook should still cxht

_certainly ‘a reflection on the -man-
ner in which Socialist economics have
been taught. It can hardly bejcon-
tended that the pupils are congenitally
ignorant, but for some reason—prob-
ably a fault of the teaching—the ac-
tual Socialist view of “state social-
ism” has.not been clearly conveyed to
them. Even' Frederick Engels, theJ
most clear, concise and powerful So-
cialist writer on this subject, appears
to have largely labored in vain.

It may very possibly be that there
is yet a preponderance of “utop
ingredients in our Socialist thinking;
an assumption that everything that is
done to further Socialism must be
consciously and deliberately done by
and enlightened working class and a
complete ignoring of the infinitely
greater fact of the evolutionary pro-
cess unconsciously initiated and car-
ried through by the capitalist state
itself, a process of which the ultimate
ends, and even the indications, are
hardly seen by capitalist statesmen.

e 'have been perhaps so obsessed
with the idea that we Socialists were
ever and always must be the sole
factor that we have never been able
to actually comprehend the importance
of the evolutionary process in capital-
ist relations, always judging the act
by the immediate intentions and ob-
jects of those who inaugurate it.
Therefore, because apparently the
state control of railroads gives guar-
anteed profits to the previous owners,
that is the entire application of the
matter. It is a clever capitalist trick
of no benefit to the workers, either
immediately or in the future. It is
this mode of thinking that, no doubt,
gives rise to .the fatuous criterion so
often indulged in by Socialist agita-
tors: “If this thing is for the benefit
of the working class, 1 am for it; if
not, I am against it.”” The ridiculous
assumption being that everything that
happens from now until the ultimate
realization of Socialism must neces-
sarily be “for the benefit”—that is, the
immediate benefit—of the working
class.

That this point of view is false and
foolish needs no argument. Between
now and #ife establishment of Social-
ism it is almost certain that most of
the things that happen will not be for
the immediate benefit of the working
class, and especially those things—
like state control of railroads—that
are inaugurated by capitalist and not
by working class. interests. There is
no primrose path to Socialism; on the
contrary, it is altogether likely to be
even a rockier road than that which
we have already travelled, and there
never was, and never will be, an intel-
ligent Socialist who will contend that
“state socialism” is or was intended
tp be of any immediate benefit to the
But that goes not in the
least prevent it from being an indica-
tion of and a prelude to genuine demo-
crafic collecuvism g ‘

GOV, WILL: APPOINT SOLDIERS’
-- SETTLEMENT BOARD EARLY
IN NEW YEAR.
Ottawa, Dee. 21.—The government
is receiving a considerable number of
inquiried indicating a desire on the

‘part of the returned soldiers to take

advantage of the legislation passed
last session to assist soldiers in seftl-
axrlc\ﬂtunl pradncﬁon
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THE DAWNING SLAVERY.

“A tremendously powerful financial obligarchy is de-
veloping in the shadow of the war, the like of which has
never been kmown in the world before—possessing more
wealth, more power, more control over the destinies of the
human race than any class or ecaste ever possessed. Beside
this obligarchy, the old Roman Senate and the Venmetian
Council of Ten fade into insignificance, Affer the war the
attitnde of this obligarchy towards the workers will be ruth-

; les§ and terrible.”

e G —T. «Quelch, in “London Justice,” March 16, 1916.

> The great financiers are running every Government—irrespective of
party labels. In every country they devise “ways and means”; they “ad-
vige,” and Governments are their executors. In every land, under every
party, thé shackles of the most degrading slavery are being rapidly
forged. In every land the leechery of the bondholders becomes an in-
3 creasing drain.on the vitality of the people. “What use,” said Chaumette,
/ ’“is a constitution to a nation of skeletons?’ And what use is democratic
power, when its only result is the elevation of men who complacently
walk in the footsteps of their predecessors, aping the manners, using the
language, and pursuing the methods of the men they have derided, de-
nounced, supplanted, and slavishly imitated? Thus we are faced with
the fact that t'he ruling pelitical party in every land is a mere instrument
of the Money Bag, dt}vising for Money Bag interests a national currency
to be lent back at usury to the nation that created and sustained it.
Such are the Morals of Robbery and the ethics of the political jugglers.

Great Britain is now (1917) spending £3,000,000,000 per annum on
the war. Yet the moreé the banks lend the stronger grow their resources.
They can lend ten, fifty, a hundred times the amount of gold in their
vaults, and yet the gold remains—the only limit on “loans” is the capacity
of people to carry the load of interest.

The currency created by the nation for the salvation of the banks is
loaned back to the nation at perpetual and ever duplicated interest.

The “Round Table,” in its article on “How Wars Are Financed”
(June, 1915), said:—

- “There must be sufficient time between the instalments of loans
to allow the proceeds of the first to be expended by the Government,
to pass into the hands of private persons and to filter back to the
banks before the next instalment is called. If this condition be
fulfilled, the nation can go on fighting for ever, as far as ﬁnance
i§ concerned.”

E . In other words, if these conditions be tulﬂlled the banks can go
‘4 on lending for ever. i3

Thus currency goes out. in wages to soldiers and makers of requisites
of war, passing along the channels of trade back to the banks for the
next instalment. Thus the circle is complete. To the onlookers, there
is a never-ending’ procession of cash. It is financial legerdemain. By it
nations are deluded, defrauded and enslaved.” Thus thousands of mil-
lions are laned, yet as miich remains in the vaiilts of the great banks
e as before the first penny was floated. With every new war loan the “rate
' of intéreést,” the rate of blackmail, upon the struggling nationalities, is
increased. '

&

Thus in 1917 all previous 214, 3%, 4% per cent. blood loans were :

convertible into 5 per cents. to all subscribers to the “Great Victory”
Loan Flaat—ever rising patriotism of the Parasites.
AFTER THE WAR.

The war over, and the people under the burden of millions of interest,
profits flow once more into the channels of industry at the higher rates
of interest created by the war.

Out of the war will come for ever annual dividends in the shape of
interest upon the money invested in blood. For this the people must toil.

- Out of the war will emerge two classes—Bondholders and slaves to
the Bondholders

Lord Incheape, President of the National. Provincial Bank of Great
Britain and Lomdon director of the Australian Sugar, Shipping and Bank-
ing Combine, known as the Burns, Philp Company, said:—

“The heavy taxation in which Europe is invelved to pay the
interest on the money already borrowed, and'on the hundreds of
millions yet to be raised, will press heayily on the people. ' Their
purchasing power will be reduced and their standard of life lowered.”
England must recover herself’in the markets appropriated by neutral

nations, by nations upon whose industries sit o war burden. Whatever
-. goes to the bondholders must ‘come “out of the flesh and blood of the
e | workpeople. So. )
e “The standard of llfo aiust be rodmebd.

poverty, such abject slaves of Msmmon. that -they will wish .they were
- dead. 8 .
it <Al who come out of the war alive must be. bled dry that int.erest
v - \mongeﬂn; vampires within the nation may gtraet from the products
or toil hundreds of millions per ahnum, -

- llﬂ' o
S WM -uwm nhmfoﬂowumum." '

The arms of Britain, France and Russia may be as triumphant as
those of Rome in the days of its greatest glory—yet the workmen of all |
the combatant nations will emerge from the war steeped in such awful -

Lloyd G@rn, spnkiu in the House of Oommgn& (uay 12 \1915). ‘
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CA][OUFLAGE IN ENGLAND.

An Open Letter to Lloyd George, by
Horatio Bottomly in “John Bull.”
No doubt the readers of the For-

ward, in commop’Wwith the readers of
the news despatches concerning the
war, get considerably mystified by the
contradictions made in the speeches
which are one day highly optimistic
and the next tend to pessimism. This
same mental condition seems to pre-
vail in England, and the following let-
ter printed in “John Bull” and ad-
dressed to Mr. Lloyd George will give
our readers some idea of the camoufl-
age that that gentleman and his col-
leagues are placing before the British
public. The letter in part follows:

One of the many disadvantages of
writing in a paper which has to go
to press several days before its date
of publication is that you are -com-
pelled to “budget” for what may hap-
pen in the interval—and in war, as

we all know, it is the Unexpected that.

always happens. Thus, whilst the
printing machines are belching out
nearly two milllon\&pppies of this
issue, the House of Commons will be
discussing the remarkable speech de-
livered by the Prime Minister of Bri-
tain—in the French Capital. And it
is about that speech, mainly, that I
want to write. Oh, that speech! I
am not very much concerned with the
Supreme - War Council—so long as it
doesn’t interfere with Haig and Petain.
As an Observing and Advisory body
4t is capable of good work, and should
have been set up two years ago. And
now that it has been constituted, it
would have been wiser not to have
talked much about it. Anything and
everything whieh is calculated to as-

sist the Allies to win the war should
be carefully ozncealed from the enemy
—not trumpetedffrom the -housetops:
That is bad strat8gy—the sort of thing
which the Advisory Counecil °itself
should set its face against.’ Let the
Kaiser think we are learning nothing
from the lessons of the war—and
don’t tell- him that at Vgrsailles he
will find a Suprem Council always
sitting. You see, those Hun airmen
have a nasty knack of finding their
way about! Only a few days before
my recnt visit to the Front, a squad-
ron of them had made direct for a
great Base Hospital sixty miles be-
hind the lines; for the purpose of
dropping bombs upon the American
ward; but let that pass. Good luck
to the Supreme Council—although 1
can’t help wondering how much better
oc we should have been even if it had
existed at the time of the Italian dis-
aster, for are not we assured that
General Cadorna never anticipated any
trouble and never applied to the Allies
for help? If he, on the ‘actual Front,
foresaw no danger, how on earth

Page Seven,
could any Supreme Couneil, sittlng in

Versailles have done so? And I recall
this Eatement in the Queen’s Hall

speech of August last: “There are per-
sons th this country who would
set—up Committees to direct the con-
duct of the war. The nation has set
up its own Committee, and that is the
House of Commons.” Still, what I
want to talk about is the speech.

" An Unhappy Speech.

Let us see exactly what it was that
the Prime Minister said. The first
definite statement he made was that
“in 'a prolonged war nothing counts
as much as a good conscience’—
which, of course, is all flap-doodle.
Nothing counts so muck as good
troops and munitions: Then came a
compliment to Russia—“who now lies
stricken through no-fault of her own”
—more flap-doodle! After that, we
got a retrospect of past efforts at uni-
fication and co-ordination of thé var-
ious battle fronts, and of conferences
designed with that end. Rut it seems
that “in the abseneg of a genuine
Inter-Allied Council . there had
to be an appearance of a strategic
whole. and it was solemnly
proclaimed to the world that the unity
of the Allies was complete. -

That unity, so far as strategy went
was pure make-believe.” Now let us
stop there for a moment. It was none
other than M. Lloyd George, who,
after the famous Rome Conference in
January last, came back and said: “I
have just returned from a Council of
War of the four great Allied countries
upon whose shoulders most of the
burden of this terrible -war falls. I
cannot give you the conclusiops; there
might be useful information in them
for the enemy. There were no de-

lusions -as to the magnitude of our
task, neither wer there any doubts
about the result. I think I could say
what was the feeling of every man
there. It was one of the most busi-
nesslike Conferences I ever attended.
We faced the whole situation, probed
it.\thoroughly, looked the difficulties in -
theé face, and madeé arrangements to
deal with them—and we separated
more ‘confident than ever.” And who
was responsible for the “Rome Offi-
cial” message, after that Conference,
that “At the conclusion of its labors
the Conference once more recorded
the complete aéreement of the Allies
on the various questions discussed,
and it was decided to carry out a still
closer co-ordination of their ecorts”?
What Has Happened? -
That doesn’t look as though the idea
of co-ordination were a sudden in-
spiration—and I confess that I'm be-
wildered by the declaration  of tho
Premier that all these solemn i
nouncements were “pure make-be-

lieve.” Well may I have asked, the
(Oontmued on Page 8).

“Distress, misery, and wretehedness always follow a great war.”

Awful is the price the workers must pay, so that Shylock may ¢e
his bloody' “shentage.” He ‘will draw blood trom sweating brows and
hungry mothers all the days that God gives them life. This war mn,hm
the workers ;{md strengthens the Money Bags.
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This ' war means
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- other day, “Who are the Liars?’ Nor
“can I unedrstand his statement that
“personally he had made up his mind
that, unless some change were effec-
ted, he could no longer remain res-
ponsible for a war direction doomed to
disaster for lack of unity.” When, and
" why, did this change of attitude come
about? When did Mr. Lloyd George
come to the conclusion that ‘we were
“doomed to disaster”? In February—
_after the Rome Conference—we were
told that “the Balkans were the only

part of the whole battlefleld which for
the moment need cause any anxiety
to the Allies. On the Western Fronts
~—France and Italy—we have driven
the enemy back in battle after battle.”

That was in a speech at Carnarvon.
Then in July, at Dundee, we had a
scathing reference to the “rabbit tac-
tics” of the enemy, and were told that
we were “pounding a sense of inferi-
ority into every pore of the German
military mind,’ and, finaly, that when
a proud army like that of Germany
was_driven to burying itself in the
ground, “it was the beginning of the
end.” And, of course, we were assured

that in France and Russia and Italy
“men of every shade of opinion were
co-operating to ensure victory against
the common enemy.” Well, that was
July. Now we will come to August—
to the anniversary of the war. What
was the position then? Listen—this
was at the Queen’s Hall, Londen:. “No

one has any idea—no one in Britain,
France, Italy, Russia or Germany, nor
in Austria, how near the top we may
be.” What the dickens has happened
to alter the whole mental outlook of
the Premier? No reference to the
Italian reverse can possibly explain
it, for now’ éven our victories in the
‘West are belittled—if, indeed, not
sneered at.  In fact, there is ‘- one

- phrase so sinister that I want it ex-
plained. Mr. Lloyd George spoke
about our “hammering at the impene-
trable barrier in the West.” What
does t{hat mean-—that, in his view,
Haig is merely wasting time and life
and money in France and Flanders? It
almost looks like it,- for this is what
followed: “When we adviénce a kilo-
meire inte the enemy’s lines, snatch
a small shattered village out of his
cruel grip, capture a few hundreds of
his oldiers, we shout with unfeigned
joy.” What fiste reading for Berlin!
Already we_have the German papers
exulting over ‘“the most impressive
praise ‘of our military successes which
has ever echoed from the mouth of a
hostile statesman.” As recently as the
16th October last we had the Prime
Minister sending this .cable to Sir
- Douglas Haig: -“The War Cabinet de-
sire to congratulate you and the
troops under your command upon the
achievements of the British Armies in
Flanders in the great battle which has
been raging since July 31st. Starting
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from positions in which evefy ad-
vantage rested with the enemy, and
hampered® and delayed: from time to
time by most unfavorable weather, you
and your men have nevertheless con-
tinuously driven the enemy back-with
such skill, courage and pertinacity as
have commanded the grateful admira-
tion of the peoples of the British Em-
pire and filled the enemy with alarm.
I am personally glad to be the means
of transmitting this message to you
and your gallant troops, and desire to
take this opportunity of renewing my
assurance of confidence in your lead-
ership, and in the devotion of those
whom you command.” And now it
appears that all the time we were just
“hammering away at an impenetrable
barrier”; that our plans were all cho-
atic and “doomed to disatser,” and
that the Prime Minister—whilst telling
us that we were witnessing ‘“the be-
ginning of the end,” and that no one
knew “how near the top we may be”
—and that all the Allies were working

harmoniously together as the result
of “most businesslike” Conferences—
was imply indulging in a game of
“make-believe,” and was ' actually
thinking of throwing up the sponge!
It is all very mysterious—and very
disconcerting. I can only express the
hope that the debate which will take
place whilst these lines are being
printed may clear the air.

What He Did Not Say.

But what about the things he left
unsaid? Why no rebuke to his col-
league in the War Cabinet—the only
military member—General Smuts, for
telling us that “the war is over”? Why
no castigation of Admiral Jellicoe,
Chief Naval Adviser to the Admiralty,
for “the war is all but won”? Why no
denial of the report that in the opin-
ion of the High Command in the West,
given favorable weather, the énemy
must eollapse by the end of the pres-
ent year? And why nothing about the
ever-growing menace of the Pacifist
movement? How do you think the
Government is to-day dealing with it?
I will tell you: by votihg public funds
to organize a campaign to counteract
it!  Very Mttle notice was taken of
certain proceedings in Parliament a
week ago, on a “Vote for Expenses of
the National War Aims Committee.”
Defending the expenditure of public
money for that purpose, this is what
Sir Edward Carson said: “An organ-
ized system of misrepresentation by
the Pacifists of ‘this country, for their
own ends, is going on from day to day
throughout the length and breadth of
the land, and carried on in this kind
of way—that where they find families

afflicted by the sacrifices that they
have made during the war, they do not
hesitate to enter into the homes of
very many humble peéople, trying to
influence them against-the carrying on
of the war, which, if successful, would
have the result that the whole of the
sacrifices that have ben made would

~

Literature is a stimulant to the ml&, just as food is a stimulant

to the body.
order to get the best results.

It is therefore necessary to have the best literature in
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Landmarks of Scientific Socialism—Engels

Socialism Summed Up—Hillquit
Militarism-—Carl Liebknecht
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Stories of the Struggle—Winchevsky
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Socialism, Positive and Negative—La-Monte
Common Sense of Socialism—Spargo

Labor in Polities—Hunter
Scientific- Soclalism—Vail
Merrie England—Blachford
Revolution—London

Victims of the System—Johns
Communist Manifesto—Marx
What is Socialism?—Liebknecht
Socialism Made Easy—Conolly
Unionism and Socifalism—Debs

Introduction to Socialism—Richardson
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have been made in vain. The matter
is far too national a one to be left to
any one class of rich subsgribers.” It
was suggested that the Party fynds\
might be utilized—but such an idea
was ruled out as too preposterous.
Those funds are sacrosanct—for use
after the war! And so you and I have
to pay to fight the Pacifists! Nor was
a word spoken about theé-peril of the
enemy in our midst—nothing about the
denationalization of the alien. Nor
anything about the scandals of certain
recent appointments to new posts of
wicked and dismal failures. Nothing

either about the hushed-up scandals
of Mesopotamia and the Dardanelles;
nothing about those wonderful Paris
resolutions of many months ago—
which were to be put into immediate
operation. These are the things which
the public wants to hear about, and
the neglect to tackle them is doing
more than anything else to undermine
the position of the Premier.,

The 0ld Game Again.

Thus, all around us we once more
see signs of the old Party intriguing,
with its inspired press progaganda in
the Daily News, Star, Spectator, and
other “anti” Lloyd George journals, of
the strict official Liberal type. On
the other hand,. we have the Man-
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chester Guardian, in a clumsily con-
cealed threat, suggesting that if the
Prime Minister’s enemies are not care-
ful, he will turn round} and, by the
disclosure of official documents, rend
the Generals in the field. A. pretty
threat; truly! If it means anything—
and the Guardign and the Prime Min-
ister are close friends—it means that
an attempt is to be made to shift the
responsibility for all past blunders on
to the shoulders of the soldiers. In-
deed, there is the most cynical and
callous recognition of this policy by
the Manchester Guardian itself, which
tells us that “it is unlikely that there
is any popular forge which could be
mobilized at this stage for the “Hands
off the Army’ policy.” Isn’t there? I
venture to htink that Lord Northeliffe

—scenting the little game intended—
hits off the mind of the British public
when, in his fine letter to Mr. Lloyd
George, he says: ‘“We have the most
efficient army in the world, led by one
of the greatest Generals.” Heaven
forbid that we should once more have
the cry of “The People versus the
Army.” Remember. that to-day, the
Army is the People—and woe. to the
man who belittles it! Let the Prime
Minister beware—Hands off Haig!-—-
from “John Bull.”
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