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1880-1886

CHAPTER I

OPENING DAYS OF THE NEW PABLIAMENT

{1880)

Ii. y a bien du futice dans le cUaKment poliOque dei hommes.

There is plen

tion of men.

— G01ZOT,
There i8 plenty of what is purely artificial in the poUtlcal claasiflca-

I?f« M ^P?'/^'
eighUnd-forty years of strenuous public chaplife,Mr Gladstone met his twelfth parliament, and the second ^

in which he had been chief minister of the crown. ' At 4 15 '
^^^

he recoi-ds,'
I
went down to the House with Herbert. Theri

"^^ "*

was a great and fervent crowd in Palace Yard, and muchfeeling xn the House. It almost overpowered me, as Ithought by what deep and hidden agencies I have b^enbrought back into the midst of the vortfx of political actio"and contention. It has not been in my powerduring thesel^t SIX months to have made notes, as I would have Lhedof my own thoughts and observations from time to ti^ ; ofthe new access strength which in some important resp;cts

^marth,
^"^°^*«^.d *° ™« - ^V oW age

;
and ofThe

appli S to Z"r T "'"' ^""'^ '«"P*»- ^- be-

cTlmTv o^*r ^•^"rt^o'^ »°d for comfort. Looking

AlSrv b ""T 1 '"P'"'"^^' ^ ^° »>«"«-« that thfA mighty has employed me for His purposes in a mannerlarger or more special than before, and h^strengtherd meand led me on accordingly, though I must not fo get the
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admirable saying of Hooker, that even ministers of good
things are like torches, a light to othere, waste and destruction

1880. *o themselves.'

One who approached his task in such a spirit as this was at
least impregnable to ordinary mortifications, and it was well

;

for before many days were over it became perceptible that the'
new parliament and the new majority would be no docile
instrument of ministerial will. An acute chill followed the
discovery that there was to be no recall of Frere or Layard.
Very early in its histoiy Speaker Brand, surveying his flock
from the august altitude of the Chair with an acute, experi-
enced, and friendly eye, made up his mind that the liberal
party were 'not only strong, but determined to have their
own way in spite of Mr. Gladstone. He has a difficult team
to drive.' Two men of striking character on the benches
opposite quickly became formidable. Lord Randolph
Churchill headed a little group of four tories, and Mr.
Parnell a resolute band of five and thirty Irishmen, with
momentous results both for ministers and for the House
of Commons.
No more capable set of ruling men were ever got together

than the cabinet of 1880; no men who better represented
the leading elements in the country, in all their variety and
strength. The great possessors of land were there, and the
heirs of long governing tradition were there ; the industrious
and the sedate of the middle classes found their men seated
at the council board, by the side of others whose keen,
sighted ambition sought souroes of power in the ranks of
manual toil; the church saw one of the most ardent of her
sons upon the woolsack, and the most illustrious of them in
the highest place of all ; the people of ti.e -hapel beheld with
complacency the rising man of the future in one who publicly
boasted an unbroken line of nonconformist descent: They
were all men well trained in the habits of business, of We
affairs, and m experience of English life; they were all in
Bpite of difference of shade genuinely liberal; and they all
profe«ed a devoted loyalty to their chief. The incident of
the resolutions on the eastern question » was effaced from aU

> Above, vol, li. pp. 668-8.
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memories, and men who in those days had assured th«n,^i
that there was no return from Elbafbecan,rfrhfT J^^

^rap.

of the conquering hero. Mediocri^ i„T^^^^^^^ ^4-
in the earlier part of the century w^ theoS of n ?•'* ^^'
keenest mockeiy. Still a sligh' ballast of^1^^ *

government steadies the ship and makes forZt^TZlby the way, that Mr. Disraeli himself, in forming !
^

sometimes conspicuously put inTmctLe ^ ^°'^"°°''"*''

Jn fact Mr. Gladstone found that the ministry of «,v,- t. ustood at the head was a coalition and wW ^^

coalition of that vexatious kind wC thle
* r^ »

»ot to agree sometimes seemed o te almLt^^^^ ^f"«**

with contention as with harmony Their ^•'''" ^^'"""^

always divided by differencesTclJ "
Tto^^Z

""' "1
the peei^ in the cabinet often showed r^ldTlt T" ^^

any of the commoners. This notw,tlT a
^^•'^^'«'" «

on more than one criticarocUior thaT.^^fl
'* ^'^^^"^^

Lord Hartington were on one «Tand ^ th.
^'" ^'"'

the other. Lord Hartington Z2 ^ commoners on

successor of Pahne^ton^ i" Z '"
T'"^

'''^^"^ '^' ""«^
reform, in his incra^n Z ^dtThe^^.r^^^-^extreme suspicion of what savoured oT sentim.nr^':;

'".^^
or high-flown profession. But he was a PaW .''

'^f
''™

spected Mr. Gladstone, and desiredtolfk S^n "'T

cillor and cabinet mintter Lfl If "" " ^"^^ ''°"°-

-tied the Whigs, andto^^ITiltr^^^^^^^^^

::Ser ttXmtir ti -• ^ '^^-^^
an ally in the cabiner'Tdoktee^^^^^ -- -id to

Mr. Gladstone goes.' And here w«^,I T "' *' ^'' ""' ^^

ingincidents, both during the uLTth ^"^ '" "'"^ '''^^

for the eventful year in 4 nit.
*^'' ^'^'"^"i^t'^tion and

its demise.
Gladstone's career that followed
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The Duke of Argyll, who resigned very early, wrote to Mr.
Gladstone after the government was overthrown (Dec. 18,

1885), urging him in effect to side definitely with the wbigs
against the radicals :—
From the moment our government was fairly under way, I saw

and felt that speeches outside were allowed to affect opinion, and
politically to commit the cabinet m a direction which was not
determined by you deliberately, or by the government as a whole,
but by the audacity ... of our new associates. Mouth by
mopth I became more and more uncomfortable, feeling that there

was no paramount direction— nothing but slip and slide, what the
Scotch call ' slithering.' The outside world, knowing your great
gifts and powers, assume that you are dictator in your own cabi-

net. And in one sense you are so, that is to say, that when you
choose to put your foot down, others will g^ve way. But your
amiability to colleagues, your even extreme gentleness towards
them, whilst it has always endeared you to them personally, has
enabled men playing their own game ... to take out of your
hands the formation of opinion.

On a connected aspect of the same thing, Mr. Gladstone
wrote to Lord Rosebery (Sept. 16, 1880) :—

... All this is too long to bore people with— and yet it is not
so long, nor so interesting, as one at least of the subjects which we
just touched in conversation at Mentmore ; the future of politics,

and the food they offer to the mind. What is outside parliament
seems to me to be fast; mounting, nay to have already mounted, to
an importance m. h exceeding what is inside. Parliament deals
with laws, and branches of the social tree, not with the root. I
always admired Mrs. Grote's saying that politics and theology
were the only two really great subjects ; it was wonderful consid-
ering the atmosphere in which she had lived. I do not doubt
which of the two she would have put in the first place ; and to
theology I have no doubt she would have given a wide sense, as
including everything that touches the relation between the seen
and the unseen.

What is curious to note is that, though Mr. Gladstone in
making his cabinet had thrown the main weight against
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the racUoaL. yet when they got to work, it wa. with them he CHAPound himself more often than not in energetic agreement ^
In common talk and in partisan speeches, the prime ^T^mmister was regarded as dictatorial and imperious. The "'
complaint of some at least among his coUeVguos in thecabinet of 1880 was rather that he was not imperious

himself to be over-ruled; often in secondary matters, it istrue, but sometimes also in matters on the uncertain frontierbetween secondary and primary. Then he adopted apractice of taking votes and counting numben,, of whichmore than one oW hand complained as an i^novl^nLord Granville said to him in 1886, » I think you too oftencounted noses in your last cabinet

'

h.Tr ^\^^'^'°''^ d«»«ribed as the severest fight thathe had ever known in any cabinet occurred in 1883, upon the^moval of the Duke of WeUington's statue fi-'oTHydelark Comer A vote took place, and three times over hetook down the names. He was against removal, but wmunable to have his own way over the majority. Mem^rsTf
the government thought themselves curiously free to waiout from divisions. On a Ti^nsvaal divisio/two memb^„

the cabinet abstained, and so did two other ministe" ou^of the cabmet. lu other cases, the same thing happened

the Queen. Then an unusual number of men of ability andof a degree of self-esteem not below their ability, had l^enleft out of the inner circle ; and they and their bakers were

forward. These were the things that to Mr. Gladstone'stemperament proved more harassing than graver concerns

u

Hotse Itr^j"
*^'

^f* *^° "^'^^^^ °^ it« business, the

spiri of ti: "^"r'
°^P«»^-«« that almost brok; thespi it of the ministerial whips. A bill about hares andrabbite produced lively excitement, ministerialists movedamendments upon the measure of their own leaded a^d Iheminister in chaise boldly taxed the mutineervnh fn



r
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Mncerity. A motion for local option wm carried bj 229 tom, both Mr. Glatlutone and Lord Hartington in the minority
On • motion about clerical restriction^ only a strone and
eonoUiatory appeal from the prime minieter averted defeat.A more remarkable demonstration loon followed. The
Prince Imperial, unfortunate son of unfortunate sire, who
had undergone his famous baptism of fire in the fint
reverses among the Vosges in the Franco-German war of
1870, was killed in our war in ZuluUnd. Parliament was
asked to sanction a vote of money for a memorial of him in
the Abbey. A radical member brought forward a motion
agamst it. Both Mr. Gladstone and Sir Staflford Northcc-e
resisted him, yet by a considerable majority the radical carried
his point. The feeling was so strong among the ministeri-
•lists, that notwithstanding Mr. Gladstone's earnest exhorta-
tion, they voted almost to a man against him, and he only
oamed into the lobby ten official votes on the treasury bench
The great case in which the government were taken to

have missed the import of the election was the failure to
wcaU Sir Bartie Frere from South Africa. Of this I shall
have enough to say by and by. Meanw le it save an
undoubted shock to the confidence of the party, and their
energetic remonstrance on this head strained Mr. Gkdstone's
authority to the uttermost. The Queen complained of the
tendency of the House of Commons to trench upon the
business of the executive. Mr. Gladstone said in reply
pnerally, that no doubt within the half century 'therehad been considerable invasion by the House of Commons
of the province assigned by the constitution to the executive,'
bui; he perceived no increase in recent times or in the present
House. Then he proceeded (June 8, 1880) :—
... Your Majesty may possibly have in view the pressure which^ been exercised on the present government in the case of Sir

Bartie Frere. But apart from the fa^t that this pressure represents
a feeling which extends far beyond the walls of parliament, your
Majesty may probably remember that, in the early part of 1835
the Honse of Commons addressed the crown against the appoint-'
ment of Lord Londonderry to be ambassador at St. Petersburg, on



Mt.n.

AK INDKPEKDBKT HOCSK OF OOMMOHB J

^count, if Mr. Oladrtone ^member, rightly, of a geneml wf. CHAFcedent d,«pp^val. Thi. w« «, exerci« of power going f„ ^ '

beyond what lu. happened now, nor doe. it ««m ea-y Z ' '

pnno,ple to place the conduct of Sir B. Frere beyond that generalngh of challenge and cen.ure which U unquestionably witJIn thefunction of parlument and especially of the Hou«, of Comrons.

JnVi'l^*^*!,''*''"
?"**'y ^'^ ""^" '•*"«<* him, Mr. Glad,stone achieved an early .uccese, and he lost no time in ju.U-fymg hu. a«umption of the exchequer. The budget (June

10) was maiJced by the boldness of former daysfand w«expUined and defended in one of thoee statements of whTc"he alone po«e«ied the .ecret. Even unfriendly witne«^

J^the n 'V-r? ''"'' ••"''« *^« "-- «' Cornerhad the opportumty of enjoying so extraordinary an inte"^tual treat, where 'novelties assumed the air of indisputeble

of ntelhgiWe and animated narrative.' He converted tSema tax into a beer duty, reduced the duties on lightforeign wmes, added a penny to the income tax, and adjusSd^ hcence duties for the sale of alcoholic liqiors. E^e^body said that 'none but a cordon bleu could have mJeBuch a sauce with so few material,.' The dish wrexctl!S Thrl""' ^'^ "'""*«"*» ^^y were" hSi
the r own 1 r PTr '*°°^ ""^'y »»«» «™«^d thattheir own leaders had found no device for the repeal of

n oZ f
'"•

'''^ '*"""'« ^"-^' *hey cried, Tad tenn office for six years and had done nothing ; no 800^^"
s G adstone at the exchequer than with m!^c wand he

hSlirant^r '

-' ''' W-suffering^griculttr!^:

In the course of an eflfort that seemed to show full vi^nrof body and mind Mr. Gladstone incidentally mentionedfSa
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the official reply ,t wm the prime minuter who wo7nd up.One n.ght he m«le no fewer than «, .p^eche.^ touching" 1the questions raised m • miscellaneous night's sitting
In the middle of the summer Mr. Gladstone fell ill

Cor^teniation reigned in London. It even exceedrd the'diHmay caui|ed by the defeat at Maiwand. A friend went t^

r .v" K
'*^ '".^^- * "• ^^"^"^ »"» "' th* time, noJon pohtjcs, but on Shakespeare's Henry vni., and the decay

of theological study at Oxford. He never intended hiireform measure to produce thU result.' After his recovery,
he went for a cruise in the aranfully Ca,tle, not returning
to parliament until September 4, three days before Jf
session ended, when he spoke with all his force on the
eastern question.

ni
In the electoral campaign Mr. Gladstone had used expres-

sions about Austria that gave some offence at Vienna.Tcoming into power he volunteered an assumuce to the

tnTZ r^^r '^'. ^' ^°"^** '^•"•"«^3^ withdraw hislanguage if he understood that he had misapprehended the
cmmmstences. The ambassador «»id that Austria meantetnctly to obeerve the treaty of Berlin. Mr. Gladstone thenexpressed his regret for the words • of a painful and wounig
chan^ter

'
that had faUen from him. At the time, he ex^

^^f^iyT
'"^ ' ^^'" '' ^-^' ^-^- -<* ^-

nni*th! °^T.«n*5*
''"^°" °' ^^^^^ '"•°«*«" ^««t to workupon the unfulfilled portions of the Berlin treaty relating to

the case of Montenegro
; as to Greece they were lerdefinite,

but they absolutely mplied a cession of more or less territoithy Turkey. They formed the basis of Lord Salisburv's co^

^Z!::Zt' "^ ^^^""^'^*^ ^' -presentation? were

Mr. Gladstone and his colleagues went further. They pro-

rt>,'lf fT"^ * demonstration off the Albanian cLt
of-war, but the concert of Europe instantly became what
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Mr. Gliwliitone culled a fiwse, for Austria «nH 0«««.^
known that under no clrcu;«U„trwou d theX J Tht* "V"'
France rather le„ prominenUy took the ..me oou^ ^ "---'
de ecUon, which wa. almoat b^tful on iZj^nTAnl^Z *• ''

«... Germany convinced the Hritinh cabineMUt TuithoMur^, would only be overcome by fo„e, and th que^'

o'

peace. A, it happened, the port of Smyrna nc^ivJ .

:ru °'zTd""' 'ir^ --•*»-"«'- thrct r•iwre It. The idea was that the united flpnt nf r„»* l r;
straightway sail to Smyrna .nd Tay' oW u^^r' T ecabinet, with experts from the two fi<,l.*in„^

*

weighed carefuUriUl the n^lL^^^^m^'Tr'^
«dered the sequestration of the cStoJ?^ dts It SmvlaTbe practicable. Russia and Italy were friendly p2 K a.n a certain way assumed special cognS^^'of ^^e o^^vcase, but did nothing partiVular. FV^rAustrfa .nd «many nothing was to be hoped. On O^tob^r 4 th«i ^^« u«ed the joint Eui.pean'Lquest fo^te fdtmen" ^fthe engagements entered into at Berlin tL. !i# ,

despatched in ignorance of the^intnUon To "^cc^rcr ^h"British government had onlv rB«nlv«^ „
^-oeroe. ihe

refusals. On learning how far England had »one he dZlmined to eive wav on Jv^n, ti. * •: . .
Js""e, ne deter-

ruA * ^ ^ '" *"® temtorial questions. As Mr

»(r«ed to force. 0„t"X tSZiir'S^'"^
'"'"'"''

in. Lord Graovm. .nStS:i, '/o^^.^- ^.•^-l"r
Whole ctotrt de^do Zt'J™" T •*=" "" "»
Lord r«.« -11

°®^'**®- «ut between eleven and twelve

';::?jrd':Svrei" I'V"' -r "'" *^ -^ *^™ well. 'The whole of thie extraordinary
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Yolte-faoe,' as Mr. Gladstone said with some complacency,

t * had been effected within six days ; and it was entirely due
not to a threat of coercion from Europe, but to the know-
ledge that Great Britain had asked Europe to coerce.'

Dulcigno was ceded by the Porte to Montenegro. On the

Greek side of the case, the minister for once was less

ardent than for the complete triumph of his heroic Monte-

negrins, but after tedious negotiations Mr. Gladstone had
the satisfaction of seeing an important rectification of the

Greek frontier, almost restoring his Homeric Greece. The
eastern question looked as if it might fall into one of

its fitful slumbers once more, but we shall soon see that

this was illusory. Mr. Goschen left Constantinople in May,
and the prime minister said to him (June 3, 1881) :—

I write principally for the purpose of offering you my hearty

congratulations on the place you have taken in diplomacy by force

of mind and character, and on the services which, in thus far serv-

ing the most honourable aims a man can have, you have rendered

to liberty and humanity.

Only in Afghanistan was there a direct reversal of the

policy of the fallen government. The new cabinet were not
long in deciding on a return to the older policy in respect
of the north-west frontier of India. All that had happened
since it had been abandoned, strengthened the case against
the new departure. The policy that had been pursued
amid so many lamentable and untoward circumstances,
including the destruction of a very gallant agent of Eng-
land at Cabul, had involved the incorporation of Candahar
within the sphere of the Indian system. Mr. Gladstone
and his cabinet determined on the evacuation of Candahar.
The decision was made public in the royal speech of the
following January (1881). Lord Hartington stated the case
of the government with masterly and crushing force, in a
speech,! which is no less than a strong text-book of the
whole argument, if any reader should now desire to compre-
hend it. The evacuation was censured in the Lords by 165
against 79 ; in the Commons ministers carried the day by a
majority of 120.

» March 25-«, 1881.
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which few members of parliament had ever heard of or

J looked at. But even abstract republicanism was not the
worst. What placed him at extreme disadvantage in

fighting the battle in which he was now engaged, was his

republication of a pamphlet by an American doctor on that

impracticable question of population, which though too

rigorously excluded from public discussion, confessedly lies

among the roots of most other social questions. For this he
had some years before been indicted in the courts, and had
only escaped conviction and punishment by a technicality.

It was Mr. Bradlaugh's refusal to take the oath in a court of
justice that led to the law of 1869, enabling a witness to
aflBrm instead of swearing. He now carried the principle a
step further.

When the time came, the Speaker (April 29) received a
letter from the iconoclast, claiming to make an ufiirmation

instead of taking the oath of allegiance.* He consulted his

legal advisers, and they gave an opinion strongly adverse to
the claim. On this the Speaker wrote to Mr. Gladstone and
to Sir Stafford Northcote, stating his concurrence in the
opinion of the lawyers, and telling them that he should leave
the question to the House. His practical suggestion was
that on his statement being made, a motion should be
proposed for a select committee. The committee was duly
appointed, and it reported by a majority of one, against
a minority that contained names so weighty as Sir Henry
James, Herschell, Whitbread, and Bright, that the claim to
aflSrm was not a good claim. So opened a series of incidents
that went on as long as the parliament, clouded the radiance
of the party triumph, threw the new government at once
into a minority, dimmed the ascendency of the great
minister, and what was more, showed human nature at its

worst. The incidents themselves are in detail not worth
recalling here, but they are a striking episode in the history
of toleration, as well as a landmark in Mr. Gladstone's
journey from the day five-and-forty years before when, in

1 Bradlaugh, who wm a little vain taken in connection with the Parlia-
of bi8 legal skill, founded this claim mentary Oaths and other Acta,
upon the Evidence Amendment Act,
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reference to Molesworth as candidate for Leeds, he had told chaph« fnends at Newark that men who had no belief in divbe
"^

revelation were not the men to govern this nation Whether 'T^they be whigs or radicals.*
"oiuer ^^ yj

His claim to affirm having been rejected, Bradlaugh nextdesu^d to swear The ministerial whip reported that thefeehng against him in the House was uncon^ollable. TheSpeaker l^ld a council in his library with Mr. Gladstone
the law office.^, the whip, and two or three other persons oJauthority and sense. He told them that if Bradlaugh h^m the n-st instance come to take the oath, he should haveallowed no intervention, but that the case was altered by thec aimants open declaration that an oath was not binding onhis conscience. A hostile motion was expected when ifradlaugh came to the table to b» sworn, and the Sp akersuggested that it should be met ., the previous questbn tob^ moved by Mr. Gladstone. Then the whip broke in withthe^surance that the usual supporter of i.e governmentcould «ot be relied upon. The Speaker went ups a^"dress, and on his return found that they had aLedl onmoving another select committee. He told them^hat hethought this a weak course, but if the previous questionwould be defeated, perhaps a committee could not1^^Bradlaug came to the table, and the hostile moti^v t
W alnf ^!^^f

""^^ P™P«««d his committee, and carried itby a good majority against the motion that Bmdlaugh, beinew^hout rehg,ons belief, could not take an oath. The deSwas warm and the attacks on Bradlaugh were often gros^The Speaker honourably pointed out that such attacksTnan elected member whose absence was enfoi-ced by their ownorder, were unfair and unbecoming, but the feeW ofleHouse were too strong for him and too strong forfhivalrv

w erttrmfd^l.^"^^^"
^^ '^"°^^« party accounttdwere not ashamed in their prints and elsewhere to level tb«

contSruA ^^^E'y' *^'"^* * government thacontained Gladstone, Bright, and Selborne, three of the mostconspicuously devout men to be found in ill EngLd One
* See vol, i, p. 138.
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^OK expression of faith used by a leader in the attack on Brad-

V ^
'j laugh lived in Mr. Gladstone's memory to the end of his

1880. ^ys* 'You know, Mr. Speaker,' cried the champion of

orthodox creeds, ' we all of us believe in a God of some sort

or another.' That a man should consent to clothe the naked
human soul in this truly singular and scanty remnant of

spiritual apparel, was held to be the unalterable condition

of fitness for a seat in parliament and the company of

decent people. Well might Mr. Gladstone point out how
vast a disparagement of Christianity, and of orthodox theism
also, was here involved :—
They say this, that you may go any length you please in the

denial of religion, provided only you do not reject the name of the

Deity. They tear religion into shreds, so to speak, and say that

there is one particular shred with which nothing will ever induce

them to part. They divide religion into the dispensable and the

indispensable, and among that kind which can be dispensed with
I am not now speaking of those who declare, or are admitted,

under a special law, I am not speaking of Jews or those who make
a declaration, I am speaking solely of those for whom no provision

is made except the provision of oath— they divide, I say, religion

into what can and what cannot be dispensed with. There is some-
thing, however, that cannot be dispensed with. I am not willing.

Sir, that Christianity, if the appeal is made to us as a Christian
legislature, shall stand in any rank lower than that which is indis-

pensable. I may illustrate what I mean, Suppose a commander
has to despatch a small body of men on an expedition on which it

is necessary for them to carry on their backs all that they can take
with them

; the men will part with everything that is unnecessary,
and take only that which is essential. That is the course you
ask us to take in drawing us upon theological ground

;
you require

us to distinguish between superfluities and necessaries, ani you
tell us that Christianity is one of the superfluities, one of the
excrescences, and has nothing to do with the vital substance, the
name of the Deity, which is indispensable. I say that the adop-
tion of such a proposition as that, which is in reality at the very
root of your contention, is disparaging in the very highest degree
to the Christian faith. ...»

» Speech on second reading of Affirmation bill, 188.3
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Even Viewed m a theistic test, he contended, this oathembraced no acknowledgment of Providence, of diW^egover„„e„^ of responsibility, or retribution; t nvolvednothing bu a bare and abstz-act admission, a form vJd ofall practical meaning and concern.
The House, however, speedily showed how inaccessiblewere most of its members to reason and argument of k!kind or any kind. On June 21, Mr. GladstoneTus descried

^

the proceedings to the Queen. 'With the renewal of^
;

discussion,' he wrote, 'the temper of the Ho.,«71 !

(

improve, l«th excitement and s/spicion ap^" „Tto'Xv^aiI in different quarters.' A motion made WMr IJ^X u'
colleague that he should be permitted to fj,'

^^^^^^^^^^

«

by a motion that he should nofSTX^d ^fZ TaC
F
or to swear. niarm

To the Queen.

Many warm speec... were made by the opposition in the nameof religion
;
to those Mr. Bright has warmly replied in th/n I

relitrious hhoi&v tu^ ^\- "^ repuea m the name ofreiiMous liberty. The contention on the other side reallv is thafas to a certain ill-defined fragment of truth the hZ; i s«nnnder the Oaths Act, the guardian of relimon rZ '

question, whether the House has Jurisdicti^tder the ta'^re^salmost hopelessly mixed with the question whether an ..?.'.
has declared himself an atheist, o'ught ^Jtt I^^tGladstone s own view is that the House has no jurisdicTion for the

WW 1, t .u
""^"^ "ncertain how the House will vote or

J,.«^ 22.-The House of Commons has beon occupied from th«

though: i. hi, r.;toiiz nictT- * •^'^'*"=

;«f ^dimcui«e,UiM™/:;^zr„ir4
::s:f:"jurisdiction in cases of this class.
assuming a

.«T.7l.
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At one o'clock in the morning, the first great division

/ was taken, and the House resolved bj 275 votes against 230
that Mr. Bradlaugh should neither affirm nor swear. The
excitemei at this result was tremendous. Some minutes
elapsed before the Speaker could declare the numbers.

'Indeed,' wrote Mr. Gladstone to the Queen, 'it was an
ecstatic transport, and exceeded anything which Mr. Glad-
stone remembers to have witnesed. He read in it only a
witness to the dangers of the course on which the House has
entered, and to its unfitness for the oflBce which it has rashly

chosen to assume.' He might also have read in it, if he had
liked, the exquisite delight of the fii-st stroke of revenge for

Midlothian.

The next day (June 23) the matter entered on a more
violent phase.

To the Queen.

This day, when the Speaker took the chair at a quarter past

twelve, Mr. Bradlaugh came to the table and claimed to take the

oath. The Speaker read to him the resolution of the House
which forbids it. Mr. Bradlaugh asked to be heard, and no objec-

tion was taken. He then addressed the House from the bar.

His address was that of a consummate speaker. But it was an
address which could not have any effect unless the House had
undergone a complete revolution of mind. He challenged the

legality of the act of the House, expressing hereby an opinion in

which Mr. Gladstone himself, going beyond some other members
of the minority, has the misfortune to lean towards agreeing with
him. . . . The Speaker now again announced to Mr. Bradlaugh
the resolution of the House. Only a small minority voted against

enforcing it. Mr. Bradlaugh declining to withdraw, was removed
by the serjeant-at-arms. Having suffered this removal, he again
came beyond the bar, and entered into what was almost a corporal

struggle with the serjeant. Hereupon Sir S. Northcote moved
that Mr. Bradlaugh be committed for his offence. Mr. Gladstone
said that while he thought it did not belong to him, under the
circumstances of the case, to advise the House, he could take no
objection to the advice thus given.

The Speaker, it may be said, thought this view of
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Mr. GladBtone 8 a ««take, and that when Bradlaugh refused chapto withdraw, the leader of the House ought, as a matterof
"^

pohey, to have been the person to move^;rthe ordl to ^T^
at-arms. I was placed m a false position,' says the Soeaker

;

|a„d so was the House, in having'to folliw ti lead of tieeader o the opposition, while the leader of the House andthe great majority were passive spectators.'^ As Mr Gladstone and other members of the government voted forBradlaugh s committal, on the ground that his resistance

hlsthrCr 't
"°*''"^ *" '° ^''"^ *^« establish

his rights before either a court or his constituency, it wouldseem that the Speaker's complaint is not unjust xrthk
position, however, Mr. Gladstone adhered, in entire conformity apparently to the wishes of the keenest memZof his cabinet and the leading men of his party
The Speaker wrote to Sir Stafford Northcote urgine onhim the propriety of allowing Bradlaugh to take the oathwithout question. But Northcote was forced on IgZ^thtbetter judgment by his more ardent supporter. ^It was asmnge and painful situation, and the party system Zutedly did not work at its best-one leading man forced oL

heldi:: f
' ''' ^-t -sponsible of his sections, the oth"held back from providing a cure by the narrowest of th«other sections In the April of 1881 Mr. GlaZne Lvenotice of a bill providing for affirmation, tit It

^^
immediately apparent that the opposition woild makeZmost of eveiy obstacle to a settlement, and the proposal feU

tZt 1"^"'' '' *'"^ y^*^ '""^ Speaker Ltes" The

a e .r riV T °' """"^ *''^ ^"«««- satisfa tori^

u
It is not necessary to recount all the stages of this nm.tracted struggle

:
what devices and expedienteand Lo io„T

Wf^t^'r "^""/' P^-al'violence, hormanyhaid-fought actions in the lawcourts, how many coaflicte
* ^ord Hampden's Diaries.

VOL. in— c
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glee and rubbing of hands in the camp of tb- opposition at
having thrust their rivals deep into a quagmire so un-
pleasant. The scandal was intolerable, but rainisten were
helpless, as a marked incident now demonstrated. It waa
not until 1888 that a serious attempt was made to change
the law. The Affirmation bill of that year has a biographic
place, because it marks in a definite way how far Mr. Glad-
stone's mind—perhaps not, as I have said before, by nature
or by instinct peculiarly tolerant— had travelled along one
of the grand highroads of human progress. The occasion
was for many reasons one of great anxiety. Here are one or
two short entries, the reader remembering that by this time
the question was two years old :

April 24, Tuesdai,.- On Sunday night a gap of three hours in
my sleep was rather ominous; but it was not repeated. ... Saw
the Archbishop of Canterbury, with whom I had a veiy long con-
versation on the Affirmation bill and on Church and State. Policy
generally as well as on special subjects Globe Theatre in
the evening; excellemt acting 25 Worked on Oaths
question 26 Made a long and %ej«<erti speech on the
Affirmation bill, taking the bull by the horns.

His speech upon this measure was a noble effort. It
was delivered under circumstances of unsurpassed difficulty
for there was revolt in the party, the client was repugnant,'
the opinions brought into issue were to Mr. Gladstone
hateful. Yet the speech proved one of his greatest. Im-
posing, lofty, persuasive, sage it would have been, from
whatever lips it might have fallen; it was signal indeed as
coming from one so fervid, so definite, so unfaltering in a
faith of his own, one who had started from the opposite pole
to that great civil principle of which he now displayed a
grasp invincible. If it be true of a writer that the best
style 18 that which most directly flows from living qualities
in the writers own mind and is a pattern of their actual
working, so is the same thing to be said of oratory. Therj
high themes of Faith, on the one hand, and Freedom on the

> Perhaps the best equivalent for begeUtert here is 'daemonic.^
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•fix. 74.
mind, and however little our feeble vision may U. aUe tod«cem the means by which God may provide for Vis ZL^
be «ure tbit a firm and courageous application of evwv

T7" 1 ''^"''^ ""^ °' ^'"*'*'« '« ^'^^ ^«' method we cIJadopt for the preservation and influence of Truth ' tZwas Mr Gladstone at his sincerest and his hLhest^wonder too. if there has been a leader Tn Srulent

You draw your line at the point where the abstract denial ofGod « severed from the abstract admission of the Deity. My '^
position 18 that the linethus drawn is worthless and I»tT k
yoursideofthelineisasobJ.tionableasth?i:::tt^^^^^^^^^^
If you call upon us to make distinctions, let them at le^ttrational; I do not say let them be Christian distinLt^ Wthem be rational. I can understand one rationaIdS^tbn t^h^^^^^

youshouldframetbeoathinsuchavayastorecognisenoon^^^^^^^^^^^
existence of the Deity, but the providence of theLty and ml'lresponsibility to the Deity

; and in such a way as to lircat^The

what he does, and is able to do But in fKof „
^«iyior

Chtt t"^-'-
*''* ^^-«^i«««i in the abstract as frlll^a!Christians the existence of a Deity, but have held that o ^LZrelations between Him and man there can be none nLyTf thl..embersofthisHouse will recollect the majestica:dnSinL!!

Omnia enim per se divom natura uecesse estImmortah sbto summa cum pace fruatur,
^mota a nostris rebus sejunctaque longe.Nam pmata dolore omni, privata periclis,
Ipsa sms K>Ile„s opibus. nihil indiga nostri.Nee hem promeritis capitur, nee tangitur ira.i

» LncreUna, ii. 646. 'For thenature of the gods must ever of it^lfenjoy repose supreme through endlrastime, far withdrawn from aU concert

of ours
;
free from all our pains, fiM

no fa, °' "^^'^'"B """ght from uTno favours wm it, no anger moves^



so AS EPISODE IN TOUERATION

BOOK 'Divinity exists '— aooording to these, I must say, magnifiomit

.
'

J
lines— 'in remote and inaccessible recesses; but with us it haa

1B88. °° dealing, of us it has no need, with us it has no relation.'

I do nut hesitate to say that the specific evil, the specific form of

irreligion, with which in the educated society of this country you
have to contend, and with respect to which you ought to be on
your guard, is not blank atheism. That is a rare opinion very

seldom met with ; but what is frequently met with is that form
of opinion which would teach us that, whatever may be beyond
the visible things of this world, whatever there may be beyond
this short span of life, you know and you can know nothing of it,

and that it is a bootless undertaking to attempt to establish relations

with it. That is the mischief of the age, and that mischief you do
not attempt to touch.

The House, though but few perhaps recollected their Lucre-
tius or had ever even read him, sat, as I well remember, with
reverential stillness, hearkening from this bom master of
moving cadence and high sustained modulation to » the rise

and long roll of the hexameter,'— to the plangent lines that
have come down across the night of time to us from great
Rome. But all these impressions of sublime feeling and
strong reasoning were soon effaced by honest bigotry, by
narrow and selfish calculation, by flat cowardice. The re-

lieving bill was cast out by a majority of three. The catho-
lics in the main voted against it, and many nonconformists,
hereditary champions of all the rights of private judgment,
either voted against it or did not vote at all. So soon in these
affairs, as the world has long ago found out, do bodies of men
forget in a day of power the maxims that they held sacred and
inviolable in days when they were weak.
The drama did not end here. In that parliament Brad-

laugh was never allowed to discharge his duty as a member,
but when after the general election of 1885, being once more
chosen by Northampton, he went to the table to take the oatli,

as in former days Mill and others of like non-theologic com-
plexion had taken it, the Speaker would suffer no intervention
against him. Then in 1888, though the majority was conser-
vative, Bradiaugh himself secured the passing of an aflBrmation
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.^ol f^',1" " **^""*"« °' ^«*^' "P«" the motion of chap
Lm^lT

"e'Hber Hupported by Mr. Glad-tone, the Hou^ "

-. 1881, that had been i«8«ed, as we have seen, amid ' ecJh!
transport..' Bradiaugh then lay „po„ hi. deaSd andtlu,K.o„sc.ou« of what had been done. Mr. (ilacUtone a f^wdays later, in moving a bill of his own to discaiti a Hn

I

case of civil disability attached to religious Z^ron^"^
List reference to Mr. Bradiaugh :_ P«>te«»on, made h,

A distinguished man. he said, and admirable member of thi.
HouHe,waslaiayesterdayinhismother^rth. He'^lw
of a longcontroversy in this House_ a controversv fh.vl
of which we recollect, and the ending ofwSZeci^T" Weremember with what zeal it was prosecuted; we Zmt hTwsummanly .t was d«,pped; we remember also whaHpa ati^^has been done within the last few davs to fho Ai.^- .7 ,

°

Who ,,e immediate object otV::!:::^^.^
anybody who hears me believe that that controversy, so prosecu^and so abandoned, was beneficial to the ChristianTjligion ?"

» Beligioua DliabiUUes Bemoval bill, Feb. 4, 18W.
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In ft boondlMi coil of miachief pure MnaelMueas will entangle yoa.

It would almost need the pen of Tacitus or Dante to tell the

, story of European power in South Africa. For forty years,

said Mr. Gladstone in 1881, 'I have always regarded the
South African question as the one great unsolved and perhaps
insoluble problem of our colonial system.' Among the other
legacies of the forward policy that the constituencies had
decisively condemned in 1880, this insoluble problem rapidly
became acute and formidable.

One of the great heads of impeachment in Midlothian had
been a war undertaken in 1878-9 against a fierce tribe on the
borders of the colony of Natal. The author and instrument
of the Zulu war was Sir Bartle Frere, a man of tenacious
character and grave and lofty if ill-calculated aims. The
conservative government, as I have already said,i without
enthusiasm assented, and at one stage they even formally
censured him. When Mr. Gladstone acceded to office, the
expectation was universal that Sir Bartle would be at once
recalled. At the first meeting of the new cabinet (May 3) it

was decided to retain him. The prime minister at first was
his marked protector. The substantial reason against recall
was that his presence was needed to carry out the policy
of confederation, and towards confederation it was hoped
that the Cape parliament was immediately about to take

» Vol. ii. p. 688.

u
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• long pwlimiMiy .top. Confedermtion; Mr. Glad.tone
«.d. i. th. pole-fr of th. pre«,„t wtlon of our ^Zmenf In • f.w w«,k., for . «Mon that wiU be meSTd
h. tre. .„g th. «jcond epi^Kla of thi. ch.ptor, confederation
broke down. A !•» .ub-tontial but .till not wholly inope^Uve reanon waa the .trong feeling of the Queen for th^h.gh con.m.«.oner. The royal P«poaae«iiona notwit^tand'
ing, and in .pito of the former leanings of Mr. GladaZ*
tl.e cabinet determined, at the end of July, ha si B^Z'
.hould be recalled. The whole .tato of L cL L '^':
-ufficently clear in the two fuUowing communic^on.^«
the prime mmiater to the Queen:—

"ow irom

To the Queen.

-
Sir B. Frere. Mr. Gladstone used on Saturday his best efforts to

ZJiTrt '" '" '""''^' ^''^'^ '» -- intended bl^powerful body of members on the liberal side to promote by amemorial to Mr. Gladstone, and by a motion in the^Hout hIhopes that he has m some degree succeeded, and he understand,
that It IS to be decided on Monday whether they will at p.^^desist or persevere. Of course no sign will be given by y^^iIaje.L,'s advisers which could tend to pron^oto peiseverJ.en
he same time Mr. Gladstone does not conceal fZ hi^uC
things

:

the first, that the only chance of Sir B. Frere's remainingseems to depend „pon his ability to make progress in the matter ofconfederation
;
the second, that if the agitation respecting him inhe House, the press, and the country should continue, confidenc^

oIZT .
"".

^^'""'^'''^ "^ *° '*'^'*^' ^" «^*^t'«° intolerableto a high-minded man and to weaken his hand, fatally for anypurpose of good.
i»wuiy lor any

J^dj, 29, 1880. - It was not without some differences of opinion

arrived at the conclusion that, if there was a prospect of progressm the great matter of confederation, this might afford a'Ju„d
thetr "

""*""" *'*•" ^"^ «'^ «• ^"-. notwithslfnd'gthe strong censures which many of them in opposition had p^

Jb.lU
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««„„.„. .kie, „,... ,„„„^ .,^„ ^^j°
a, «. ,„^

.

done the best thev cnuU I .'
/^"'' *''°"S^ t^e cabinet havetu«3 oesc tney could, his standing fjround was n,.t «.

out nf via^ f . ' P"* confederation whollv

II

The breaking of the militaiy power of fhn 7 i
destined to prove miiPb l«„a • ^ *°® ^"^"^ ^as

attention at th'e Lt nt U^Lt '7"^^^ *^« --
a rather strict rerrard to th. ? f

^*'^®'' ""* *° &™dge
owing to unraZ evel 'f w" ^'!"'t

'' transactions that,

a con%icuous pUceTn the ?' ^^^'^ *« *'^''' ^^^ ''^J'l

great ^^inister'slTesLanshlp"'""'
^°"^™^«"^ ^ ^ *fa«

sant struggles with the n^
'"^ '" ""^ °^ ^'^^'^ '•"«««-

barely beS ablT o o d TSr:' :"' ^ ''""' ''^^ '^'

tribe of one of the least warL 7 ^'T^ *" insignificant

certau. b. Englishoffilli:":-^ '''''''''

would not be lost on fi«r„
ground, that the example

flag.ation nTght !„; ^'bu^"^^^^^^^
"' ^^^^ "^^'^^ «''>

the immense territory TirLi.'' '" ''^'' ''^^'«"« "^

an agent of srlT^inoJ
'^ government despatched

fe great local experience
; he found the Boer
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government, which was loos.ly organised even af ,> K. .now completely pa^ly«ed, without^.o„ey, wftLut il^ ' Tl^authority, without defensive power aeainst Utl ?/ ""' ^ '

alarm at the possible result o^^ uchT^tuaro^ on h""
'"

of the European domain in South AfSa he °
,

^^-
,

-vereignty of the Queen, and J^t^^,:j^

I
n.habiunts desired to become the Queen's s^^ 1- have thought that if he had waited thri^, ,

^'""^

sought annexation, but this semlto t! ? t?
'°"^'' '"*"«

In the annexation proclamation nV
^'^^^7 i™I'robable.

Boei^ of 'the fullst leriaZ T' "'"'' "^""^^ *« ^he

, t^^-i^umstancesiT^Kutt^^,^^^^^^^^^^

:
people.' An assembly v. as also^o^ised

^''^"" °' ""^

Jei ^rwgtetmrpTr; r ^"--^^^-^^ ^^-

Two delegates-ofe ofthrMr£ter'''""'-"'r^*''''^-
land, a.ssured Lord Carnarvon that the 7.T« *' ''"'^-

vehemently onnosed tn «n„J .• ? feUovv-Boers were

reversal. TrrlrfnltHrr b

"^^

were wrong. They wen Tot .
" ''"' "^''^ '^"'' *h«y

governmenf of th^^rtr^^j^iT/j,-;^^^ T-f ''^

petitions were prepared seekfna fL 1^ '"'^'P'"^^"^^'

^lence. The 8ii^aat,,r!«
'^^'''"^ *^« restoration of indepen-

the old .epub if The IT °" '' ''''"''''^ «^-t«- of

Garnet Wolseby that M
^"^'••"'"«"* ^«'« '"formed by Sir

age to be de tors of r ''''^^^^ ^OOO persons of the

B-. TotttiullTea?;^^^^^^^^^ ^7 T^

comparatively inll^^C iCrn't-Tr^"^- ^'^^
from the town and diirmnc

" ^?^,^ ""^ ^^^ other side came
in favour of the suppS o7th::M';^"^M

''^' '' ^^"'"^^

population was strong against
it

^^ ^"'' ^ '''^ '""^^^

For many months the Boers persevered T>,



26 UAJXJBA

1880.

:<)

give back the,r independence; they sent memorial after

Sir Garnet Wolseley assumed the administration of the
iransvaal, and issued a proclamation setting forth the willand determination of the government of the Queen that
this Transvaal territory should be, and should continue f.be for ever, an integral part of her dominions in South

t Z^\ ?o ,
' °''"^ ^y^ °^ ^^^9 ^^^ ^^^'•etery of stateSir Michael Hicks Beach, who had succeeded Camafvon Jan

1878), received from the same eminent soldier a compre-hensive despatch, warning him that the meetings of protestagainst annexation, attended by thousands of armed men inangry mood, would be likely to end in a serious expTosVnWhile putting all sides of the question before his governmTnt.'S^Garnet inserted one pamgraph of momentfus mp rt

be?n flZ ' ''r ''
'

" "^' ^" "••^«™^
'

^°ld has al4dybeen found in quantities, and there can be little doubt thatkr^r and still mor« valuable goldfields will sooner or la ete discovered. Any such discovery would soon bring alarge British population here. The time must eventufuvarrive when the Boei« will be in a small minority al thecountry is very spai^ely peopled, and would it nofj eTefore

^ a very nearsighted policy to recede now from the portionwe have taken up here, simply because for some years tocome, the retention of 2000 or 3000 troops may be necelrvto ^consolidate our power? '1 Tin".,..
^J' w necessary

warnino- «««,r,c. *
P°^^®^- ^"^^ pregnant and far-sightedwa ning seems to have been little considered by Englishstatesmen of either party at this critical time or afterwards

un Marcn y— the day, as it happened, on which thp mf^„

S S,T
°°'"' «Pr«»i»"> ot the determination

Ih. p.ot„«e,ne %„„ did not ,„,te„ the t^7:^:mo™, WoW., M sir M. Hick. ««,., »„. ,3, ,„„
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This waa the final share of the conservative cabinet in the chapunfortunate enterprise on which they had aUowed the
^'

country to be launched. ® ^->-^
^T. 71,

m
\Vhen the quo.-tion of annexation had originally comebefore parliament, Mr. Gladstone was silent. He was aveJto It; he believed that it would involve us in unmixedm.scb.f; but he felt that to make this judgment known

at that period would not have had any effect towardsreversing what had been done, while it might imid^he chances of a good issue, slender as these mighTC
In the discussion at the opening of the final session of theold parliament. Lord Hartington as leader of the opposi!
tion, enforcing the general doctrine that it behoved us toconcentrate our resources, and to limit instead of extendingthe empire, took the Transvaal for an illustration. It wafnow conclusively proved, he said, that a large majority^
the Boers were bitterly against annexation. ThatS soIt ought not to be considered a settled question mLly
ttTr l"

r"*""",
""f

^^^^'^ ^'''^ '' -'^ « -e should S Jhat the balance of advantage was in favour of the restoration of independence, no false sense of dignity shouirste^dm the way Mr. Gladstone in Midlothifn h^ad be „ morereserved. In that indictment, there are only two or three

toZ"? r'/T '^^"P^-^'-^y fugitive 'and seconda^
to this article of charge. There is a sentence in one of tS

lfTZ''''''''r:'^^'
bringing a territory inhabited^a free European Christian republic within the limits ofa monarchy, though out of 8000 persons qualified to vote6500 voted against it. In another sentence he speaks of theTransvaal as a country 'where we have chosen mosi

the'tran'
"""^"'^''^ *° "^ ^"«*'^«^^' *° P^-« --Ivestthe strange predicament of the free subjecte of a monarchy

r^use L if th.? : tT""'^ "'^^'^ *^«y «*-"»« »nd

aZ^TJ ^,^ '*°"'' ^* ""«* ^ *1°»« by force.'"A thi^ entence completes the tale: 'If Cyprus and the
In H. Of C, Jan. 21, 1881. .s^„ ,„ ^^^^^ , ^ ^^ ^
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Tmnsvaal were as valuable as they are valueless, I would
repudiate them becauHe they are obtained by means dis-

.
honourable to the character of the country. ' These utterances
of the mighty unofficial chief and the responsible official
leader of the opposition were all. The Boer republicans
thought that they were enough.
On coming into power, the Gladstone government found

the official evidence all to the effect that the political aspect
of the Transvaal was decidedly improving. The commis-
sioners, the administrators, the agents, were unanimous
Even those among them who insisted on the rooted dislike
of the main body of the Boers to British authority, still
thought that they were acquiescing, exactly as the Boers in
the Cape Colony had acquiesced. Could ministers justify
abandonment, without far stronger evidence than they then
possessed that they could not govern the Transvaal peace-
ably? Among other things, they were assured that
abandonment would be fatal to the prospects of confedera-
tion, and might besides entail a civil war. On May 7 Sir
Bartle Fre'a pressed the new ministers for an early annou'nce-
ment of their policy, in order to prevent the mischiefs
of agitation. The cabinet decided the question on May 12
and agreed upon the terms of a telegram i by which Lord
Kimberley was to inform Frere that the sovereignty of theQueen over the Transvaal could not be relinquished, but
that he hoped the speedy accomplishment of confederation
would enable free institutions to be conferred with prompti-
tude. In other woi-ds, in spite of all that had been defiantly

M n, ^
.°

Hartington, and more cautiously implied byMr. Gladstone, the new government at once placed themselves
exactly m the position of the old one.2
The case was stated in his usual nervous language by Mr

Chamberlain a few months later.s ^When we came into
' C, 2586, \o. 3.

*Mr. Grant Duff, then colonial
vaal should receive, and receive with
promptitude, as a portion of confed-

„„j— ".....V A,uu, men colonial promnt
unaer-secretary, said in the Hnna» nf I™..;™ .i^'i r".-."" >ji uuuieu.
Commons, May 21, 1880 'Undw the ^Jtn'^'iK I'^^l'* '^'•''« ">ea8ure
verv Hiffim,it „iJ...„„..'_-_- "^Z ^?^ «^'pcal liberties that could be granted,

--......„.„, ,,„j, .;,, ipp,,^ . Liiaerthe
very difficult circumstances of the
case, tlie plan which seemed likely
best to conciliate the interests at once
of the Boers, the natives and the EnK-
lish population, was that the Tranl-

o„j Vu 1 , "' ^""'" ue granted,
and that was the direction in which
her Majesty's present advisers meant
to move.'

• At Birmingham, June 1881.
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office, he «aid, ' we were all agreed that the original aunexa- chaption was a mistake, that it ought never to have^been made "I
and there arose the question could it then be undone' \V !

were in possession of information to the effect that the crreatmajority of the people of the Transvaal were reconciled toannexation; we were told that if we reveled the decision ofthe late government, there would be a great probabityof civil war and anarchy; and acting upon these r^epre en 1^

^ ions we decided that we could not recommend th! Queen

I h
J '" ,.^''.

sovereignty. But we assured the Hoe™f hat we would take the earliest opportunity of gi^ntinlTthem the freest and most complete local fnstituTns cd^pat-ble with the welfare of South Africa. It is elsv to^wise after the event. It is easy to see now that Te we^wiong in so deciding. I f,^nkly admit we made a mistakeWhatever the risk was, and I believe it was a great^^0;civil war and anai^hy in the Ti^nsvaal, it was^no so laa danger as that we actually incurred by maintainiL ?b«- wrong of our predecessms ' <!„„i, L mamiaining the
i K.. \i

" /'f^^^'^ssoi-s. S>uch was the laneuaee used
J

by Mr. Chamberlain after special consultation witl S
.t Kimberley With characteristic tenacity and LTave^Lnever to yield even the smallest point, whfch comes to a ^nsaturated with the habit of a lifetime of debate, Mr. aTad"stone wrote to Mr. Chamberlain (June 8, 1881): 'I have readwith pleasure what you say of the TransvaaL Yet I am notprepared for myself, to concede that we made a niLkein^not^advising a revocation of the annexation wh^ we

.J\'^'l!TT. ' ^'"'' '*'"^"^ ^'- Gladstone from Krugerand Joubert (May 10, 1880), telling him that the^ "fas
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informed them that obligations had now been contracted
e«peciaUy towards the natives, that could not be set aside
but tliat consistently with the maintenance of the Queen's
sovereignty over the Transvaal, ministera desired that the
white inhabitants should enjoy the fullest Uberty to manage
their local affairs. ' We believe that this liberty may be mwt
easily and promptly conceded to the Transvaal, as a member
of a South African confederation.' Solemn and deliberate
as this sounds, no step whatever was effectively taken
towards conferring this full liberty, or any liberty at all.

It is worth while, on this material point, to look back. The
original proclamation had promised the people the fullest
legislative privileges compat'ble with the circumstances of
the country and the intelligenco of the people. Then, at a later
date (April 1877), Sir Bartle Frere met a great assemblage
of Boers, and told them tiiat they should receive, as soon as
circumstances rendered it practicable, as large a measure
of self-government as was enjoyed by any colony in South
Afnca.i The secretary of state had also spoken to the same
enect. During the short period in which Sir Bartle Frere
was connected with the administration of the Tmnsvaal, he
earnestly pressed upon the government the necessity forredeeming the promises made at the time of annexation, 'of^e same measure of perfect self-government now enjoyedby Cape Colony, always, of course, under the authority

1h . T^i t"
'^' "°"*^^ ^«"* °"' "° attempt WW

began to look on them as so much mockery. Their angerm turn increased the timidity of government, and it wasargued that the first use that the Boe^i. would make of a f^^
constitution would be te stop the supplies. So a thing

mrtfv of R^vf'^^"^
''' "P (Ncvomber 9, 1879), compo edpartly of British office™ and partly of nominated member

promises. Still annexation might conceivably have been
• C, 2367, p. 55. „„„ .

.
» Afghanistan and 8. Africa A T^l^T^^. °° "^^ «"''<"''aJ "ffioe

letter to Mr. Gladstone bv^rRart^
the necessity of speedily granting the

Frere. Murrar^Tsoi, pp^Z^' Boers a const tution, othemise there
Frere, on his return to En^^d. ot^ p°^^ """""^ *™"We. {Life, ii.
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accepted, even the ating mieht have !««« ^»»*- n

th. adminUlmtion had been L,id™r "7 ' '' °°'^

adapted to the „a^ and h:bLTtt pSplf ZI' TI^^ "»" '""«- " ™" »"«. --^.^^ andtree,;'

The value of the official assurances from agents nn .1,spot that restoration of independence wouirdelo" L'chance, of confederation, and would give fue tn27 I
4 agitation, was speedily tested. It was nl ^,

^''' °'

that flowed from the denial of inLTendence "^T
"" ""^'?

Boer leaden, worked so successful o^tCcaoTnaH'^'l
? against confederation, that this favourite n

^™'°'
deanitely hung up Here alin j? v^*"*'"* ""^ ^°-

ministe.' didVo't r^Ll'i^ '^^^'^tl'^
^""'^

Z""'blind guides in the T.nsvaal ^.tt^d that^r^ew 'ttroad; pei-sisted that with the excention nf «/ u , T ®

in the field. While {otivaf\l^^r f T' "^'^^ * ^'^"d

would arise (November iT At K ^ f?"' *''''"^^«

still denies that th"re is ich n
'"^ '^ '^' "''"*^ ^«

pir^-de::riH£Hr-n^

ir/nf»!f ,^*"?'"8f.
^""^y pressed LordKimber ey m his correspondence^th

w^ A *ry'"*?
'o remove it. This

TZ '*f**': tl»e Boers had taken Tarms at the end of 1880 inSte£?rsai'3^Se°e
reduced by six batteries ol artill^"

^T. 71.
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BOOK thought the case so little serious that he contented himself^^ (December 4) with ordering four companies to march for
,880. the Transvaal Then he and Lanyon began to get alarmed,and with good reason. The whole country, except three oi^four beleaguered British posts, fell into the hands of the Boers.

I he pleas for failure to take measures to conciliate theBoera m the interval between Frere's recall and the out-
break, were that Sir Hercules Robinson had not arrived ; i

that confederation was not yet wholly given up; that re-
sistance to annexation was said o be abating; that time was
in our favour; that the one thing indispensable to conciliate
the Boers was a railway to Delagoa Bay; that this neededa treaty, and we hoped soon to get Portugal to ratify atreaty, and then we might tell the Boers that we shouldsoon make a survey, with a view at some early date toproceed with the project, and thus all would in the end

rrin^ulisdr.
'-'-' ^^^ ^" ^--^^ ^« -'T o^

the Orange Free State, sent a message of anxious warningto the acting governor at Cape Town, urging that mean!should be devised to avert an imminent collision. Thame sage, which might possibly have wakened up the colonU

uft n Z'^KT"''
""^ '^' °^«' ^''l "«t r^'^^h Londonuntil December 80. Excuses for this fatal delay wereabundant: a wire was broken; the governor did n [ tShimself concerned with Transvaal affai.^; he sent the

woTlf:end"it;;'h
''""''''^ '^'^'-' ^^^* ^^«

"--'

Tf the Zi IT '' ""'^ '" ^•"*^- *^°^ * whole stringof the very best reasons in the world the message thaf
three companies of engineere, one
cavalry regiment, eleven battilionB
of infantry, and five companies ofarmy st-rvice corps. The force at the

iV^o "^i*"?
""t'>'*a'f was: in Natal

17 -A and m the Transvaal 1759—

a

total of 3531. As soon as the new^
of the insurrection reached London.

H^!..T"i'"*^T"'* "'ere at once
despatched to CoUey, the first of

them leaving GibralUr on Dec. 27.

'Sir B. Frere was recalled onAugust 1, 1880, and sailed for Enjt-

R^Ki
^^P*??*"" ^^- S'' Hereules

Kobinson, his successor, did not reach
the Cape until the end of .lanuarv

«;1k
^^ *® interval Sir George

istraban was acting governor.
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British government to send a special conrniiasionVTr L • • ^'- "•

of the Cape legisUture had usually been pursued hv^Kwiser heads concerned in South African «£^\,^.^®
the counsels of the chief of the FvfiT .

"' ""^ *^«°

the same direction, their' :li;h: h^ Id^h^hTt "^

decisive. Lord Kimberley. however dS rnS^ v "I
!"

moment opportune (Dec. Ji).. B^r^tj^J'^J^
happened, a commission was indeed sent, h.,^ Z '

not until after the mischief hadTen done ^""''^'T''^
the Queen's speech a week lateT 1 \ Meanwhile in

announced that the dutv nf T ^"P*""*" P^^g'-aph

authority had 1 'l^J^tt U^t'CL^l ^^^^^^^^

to European settlers in the Transral full t. ^ '''"""«^

own local affairs. Seldom illZ sov^Lnt ""Z ^^'f
mouthpiece of an uttei^nce more sh::;:;^ ^" "^'^ ^'^

-XfirtZeT s;::;: pizrr d^^-second time appeared upon the scene (ian 10 igglf .t"!

"

=i^^Trt-r^^ -tS^r?
a satisfactory settlement. Two davs latPrTl ''\T^'"S
president told the -overnmenTthJn 1 ^ "' '' ^'^^

cision "I^,
Ktaberley justified this de-

fml? u "'® ^<">"d that it was
iZZ'^L' ^° '""^ '^ commissionert^

onli u f''"isons were besieged

.^"i,"'"';''
fr°n. Lydenbe,^ to I'^

ne wrote, that the Boers would have
OL. lU. — D

Ifm„^ :
'''^"'*' *"d would have

drTw^'or'f"'^^""""'dwUh!
country ? Of course, the Boer over-

lf^'i!°T *.'* ^^^'^ afte' the rej^^tion by Lord Kimberley of the CaM
8uc?^*'or th\'*"r4"«'' -"S?^uuccess on the side of the BoersL

ceStv^'wJ'i^ --^PPosed'^iScertemtj was the ex..,t reverse of
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for a settlement 'Moments,' he said, 'are precious.' For
, twelve day* these precious moments passed. On Jan. 2d
the secretary of state informed the high commissioner at

Cape Town, now Sir Hercules Robinson, that President Bi .nd

pressed for the o£Fer of terms and conditions to tlte Boers
through Robinson, * provided they cease from armed opposi-

tion, making it clear to them how th--' is to be understood.'

On this suggestion he instructed Robinson to inform Brand
that if armed opposition should at once cease, the govern-

ment 'would thereupon endeavour to frame such a scheme
as in their belief would satisfy all friends of the Transvaal
community.' Brand promptly advised that the Boers should

be told of this forthwith, before the satisfactory arrangements
proposed had been made more diflScult by further collision.

T'lis was on Jan. 29. Unhappily on the very day before, the
British force had been repulsed at Laing's Nek. Colley, on
Jan. 28, had written to Joubert, calling on the Boer leaders

to disperse, informing them that large forces were already

arriving from England and India, and assuring them that if

they would dismiss their followers, he would forward to

London any statement of their grieva.''cea It would have
been a great deal more sensible to ^-.uit for an answer.
Instead of waiting for an answer Colley attacked (Jan. 28)
and was beaten back— the whole proceeding a rehearsal of

a still more disastrous error a month later.

Brand was now more importunate tlwn ever, earnestly
urging on General Colley that the nature of the scheme
should be made known to the Boers, and a guarantee under-
taken that if they submitted they would not be treated

as rebels. 'I have replied,' Colley tells Lord Kimberiey,
'that I can give no such assurance, and can add nothing
to your words.' In other correspondence he uses grim
language about the deserts of some of the leaders. On this

Mr. Gladstone, writing to Lord Kimberiey (Feb. 6), says truly
enough, ' Colley with a vengeance counts his chickens before
they are hatched, and his curious letter throws some light

backward on the proceedings in India. His line is singularly
wide of ours.' The secretary of state, finding barrack-room
rigidity out of place, directs Colley (Feb. 8) to inform Brand
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that the government would be ready to give all reawn-ahle KUHrantee. an to treatment of Boen. after .ubm7rn^they ceased from armed op,H»ition, and a scheme louldbe fmmed for permanent friendly ..ttlement. Ah it har>pened, on the day on which thi« wa« despatched fromDowning Street. Colley «uflfered a second check at tZIngogo R. ver (Keb. 8). Let u. note that he was always ea^^rin h« recognition of the readiness and pmn.ptitudTorSmihtory support from the government at home.'
Ihen an important move took nlace frnm t»,o .u

;

quarter. The Boen made their fi™t overture It ell"
I m a letter from Kruger to Colley ivZl2) L Zport was airly summarised by Colley in a ele^ ^
;

the colomal secretary, and the pith of it was that Krle^a..d h.s Boers were so certain of the English government

wJdlttrth: r *'u
*7^' °"^^ '-'-''' them'That ThTy

and tre reSv if t?'
'''*"^ ^^ '' '''''^ commission^ana were ready, if troops were ordered to withdraw from theIransvaal, to retire from their position, and ZeZhl

cabinit: '

"' '° *"' ''*' '' "- ^'-"gl^* before th,

.Mr. Gladstone immediately informed the Queen rv^h 1fi^
hat viewing the likelihood of early and sln^tn^i /•

^
Lord Kimberley thought that the re'ceTpt oTrnZoCure
madTita'drr *^*'°"^V*^

*«™« ^^ -"'^^^bKmaae it a duty to examine whether it afforded »«« »,„ *
seulemeo.. The cbine. were »ffl Lot^lrSjitowarf, commg to tt™». Any oftei- deotoion „L fC^brake- up the govem^ent, for „„ .t |e„t one ^,1°™,. th!

:^?j:txirt:orjtsrjr/r
indebted Vyou^^VMr ***

mm!" ®^'^*
'
*"^ °an "ever foreet H M

H.M. 's confidence, but I shailalwavs ul Kt^ i^ ^*' trouble.'- Colley
fee! more deeply grateful fianS *''"'^''«y. J*"- 81, 1881.

'^

A6T.72.
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mu^onen to develop • loheme of settlement, and that mean-
while if this propoMl were accepted, the English generalWM authorwed to agree to the atupention of hoetilities.
Thtt waa in subatonce a conditional acceptance of the Boer
overture.* On the same day the general was told from the
war office that, as respected the interval before receiving a
reply from Mr. Kruger, the government did not bind his
discretion, but 'we arc anxious for your making arrange-
ments to avoid effusion of blood. ' The spirit of these inatruo-
tions was clear. A week later (Feb. 28) the general showed
that he understood this, for he wrote to Mr. Childei* that
•he would not without strong reason undertake any opera-
tion likely to bring on another engagement, until Kruger's
reply was received.'* If he had only stood firm to this, a
tragedy would have been averted.
On receiving the telegram of Feb. 16, CoUey was puzzled

to know what was the meaning of suspending hostilities if
armed opposition were abandoned by the Boers, and he asked
tiie plain question (Feb. 19) whether he was to leave Laing's
Nek (which was in Natal territory) in Boer ocrupation, and
our garrisons isolated and short of provisions, or was he
to occupy Laing's Nek and relieve the gamsons. Colley's in-
qumes were instantly considered by the cabinet, and the reply
settied. The garrisons were to be free to provision them-
selves and peaceful intercourse allowed; 'but,' Kimberley
teUs Colley, 'we do not mean that you should march to
the reh-f of garrisons or occupy Laing's Nek, if the arrange-
ment :.ceeds. Fix reatonable time within which amwer
mutt be sent by Boert.'

*!.?" ^l^' ? ^'°"^^ despatched a letter to Kruger, stating
that on the Boers ceasing from armed opposition, the Queen
would appoint a commission. He added that 'upon this
proposal being accepted within forty^ight hour, from the
recetpt of this letter,' he was authorised to agree to a sus-
pension of hostilities on the part of the British.

Mr/Shflna'cabin*^tS!i7t;' M?i"
'^'''^^

J^
"^^^"^^ *^ ^^^ i«*-
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CHAP.

ye.« to come in the i^ue^morTand^S tht 7 '"'7
•nd in the pawions for which it heJ^ u '*

"*"'**''

word. On uTnight of 7eb 26 (^^l^ !» ''"T"'*^
^**''^-

.
»e„ all told, n,adVup of thl Sfjf * ''"^«« °' ^^^

i out of hi. camp and oc'cupiedXl H" " T^e ""^'f^'
I

motive, for thi. precipitancy are otc" e' II T^'

'

I planation seems to be that he ob^iTd ihJn
"' T

^ pu-hing ^-mdually forward on to^l, a
'^™ ^ ^

;
thought it well, without waitirg for J^ru^!'T"''

*"'

a height lying between the Nfk a„d"70J'l^/"
"^'"

the possession of which would make Lint'- v\' '^'"P'

He probably did not expect tharhl t?/:,^rj^r'"'*'!^-lead to fijrhtinff and in *» * l ,
"'° necessarily

occupied, .CL;wtfl«„r.'iL,*:^ '*"''": "-^k'
to retire from the Nek To" h ,i

' "'""'j' ""P"
«.in<l,.. The Bri.iehoi'ithSZb.Tr."""*'*' """
h«ve been nuh • D,.,n«, ... ^ military eipert. to

protect hi„::,v„rnMrb:rhrz,''*'°" '*•'" ««"''»''»

«.d the Boem .bowed dX™*!,"™ ""' °°' ""« '""Ueii,

.teadily up th!mi,lT^ intrepidity „ they climbed

seven i ?h n,'™i wp^^ "jTun /"f^'

*"""« '«"»

"Ivnce .ome three fhiSd yL?,^d n" tT ""'" •"

untU lit last ther «cal«l ,k. . . ^
' '°""K • man,

upon the .null Bri«A tee ir^.r'^u ' "'"""^ «"

The general who was resDonfiihI« tf.,ul ^'^ '^®''«-

penalty with his life gST 1 \' ^^^' P»'^ *«
were iken prisoner

°^°'*^ °^«" ^«" »°d sixty

At home the sensation was profound tj, u . .

complaints about our men and nffl« ^' ^* hysterical

to Childers, .are ZrTliCFr^^Tl
""'"'"^ ^*^ ^'^^

used to be' Mr OuW

.

,
^^ character than English

question to co^ der c^,?
"'

f."
^''"^^^^^ ''^^ « P«l'^>-1

of want of good fa^ in
"1 J

°°* ^ t-hnicallyVccused
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time that he had appointed had expired. But though
Majuba is just inside Natiil—some four miles over the border— his advance was, under the circumstances of the moment,
essentially an aggressive movement. Could his defeat
justify us in withdrawing our previous proposals to the
Boers? Was a military miscarriage, of no magnitude in
itself, to be turned into a plea for abandoning a policy
deliberately adopted for what were thought powerful and
decisive reasons? 'Suppose, for argument's sake,' Mr.
Gladstone wrote to Lord Kimberley when the sinister
news arrived (Mar. 2), 'that at the moment when CoUey
made the unhappy attack on Majuba Hill, there shall
turn out to have been decided on, and possibly on its way,
a satisfactory or friendly reply from the Boer govern-
ment to your telegram ? I fear the chances may be against
this; but if it prove to be the case, we could not because we
had failed on Sunday last, insist on shedding more blood.'
As it happened, the Boer answer was decided on before the
attack at Majuba, and was sent to CoUey by Kruger at
Heidelberg in ignorance of the event, the day after the ill-

fated general's death. The members of the Transvaal
government set out their gratitude for the declaration that
under certain conditions the government of the Queen was
inclined to cease hostilities; and expressed their opinion
that a meeting of representatives from both sides would
probably lead with all speed to a satisfactory result. This
reply was despatched by Kruger on the day on which
CoUey's letter of the 2l8t came into his hands (Feb. 28),
and it reached CoUey's successor on March 7.

Sir Evelyn Wood, now after the death of CoUey in chief
command, throughout recommended military action. Con-
sidering the disasters we had sustained, he thought the
happiest result would be that after a successful battle, which
he hoped to fight in about a fortnight, the Boers would
disperse without any guarantee, and many now in the field
against their wiU would readily settle down. He explained
that by happy result, he did not mean that a series of
actions fought by any six companies could affect our military
prestige, but that a British victory would enable the Boer
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leaden to quench a fire that had got beyond th«ir .«„* i

The next day after this i^co^^endaLnXl^^Mrht

'

'?if
"

he, of his own motion, accepted a proposal telegrapheTfroi'
""-^

Joubert at the instigation of the indefatigableVrand for a
*•''•

auspension of hostilities for eight days, L the ^urp;^ oj

="^rrr^ooT!fne.^ra?th^" ' "uATji
St.™ must surrenderun'Cr X^rr^ict^ti'
danger. The government at once told him that his amistice was approved. This armistice, though wL'h «*
were military rather than diplomatic virfualTy^i ^T;to uggestions for further fighting, for it impliedfand couS

J

m truth mean nothing else, that if Kruger's ieply were
t promising, the next step would not be a fieht. but L
nrrr^hrrT '^'- "^^^^" ^^!^^:^^a light for the sake of restoring military DrP^fi„« K„f !

were getting beyond their control. There was «l«n r,. i

U, of d„v,„g the Boe» out of Natal, *, aoon as evarle °3

i;:x-tr.T=eirf:L^i-S""^^^^^^^^^^^^
was General Wood's viPiv Or. fU

""'speraion.
1 Ins then

wouldiSttr coJ
"'" '^^^ *° "«^*'*^- -'I it

It is imp^nfto'aSTari'"™*'^*"'^^''^^^^--^^
same time receiving «T .

government were at the

that Dutch syZthyS "'T"?^
''°™ ^^^«'^«"* ^-^^d

Orange FreeS ^^^ ..'" n^'
?P' ^"^""^ «"d •" the

J. rree btate, wiUi the Dutch in the Transvaal was
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growing dangerous, and that the prolongation of hostilities

would end in a formidable extension of their area.' Even in

January Lanyon had told Colley that men from the Free
State were in the field against him. Three days before

Majuba, Lord Kimberley had written to Colley (February 24),
*My great fear has been lest the Free State should take
part against us, or even some movement take place in the

Cape Colony. If our willingness to come to terms has
avoided such a calamity, I shall consider it will have been
a most important point gained.'

'

Two memoranda for the Queen show the views of the

cabinet on the new position of affairs :—

To the Queen.

March 8, 1881.— The cabinet considered with much care the

terms of the reply to Sir Evelyn Wood's telegram reporting

(not textually) the answer of the Boer leaders to the proposals

which Sir George Colley had sent to them. They felt justified

in construing the Boer answer as leaving the way open to

the appointment of commissioners, according to the telegram

previously seen and approved by your Majesty. They were
anxious to keep the question moving in this direction, and under
the extreme mrgenoy of the circumstances as to time, they
have despatched a telegram to Sir Evelyn Wood accordingly. Mr.
Gladstone has always urged, and still feels, that the proposal of

the Boers for the appointment of commissioners was fortunate on
this among other grounds, that it involved a recognition of your
Majesty's de facto authority in the Transvaal.

March 12.— The cabinet determined, in order to obviate mis-
apprehension or suspicion, to desire Sir E. Wood to inform the
government from what quarter the suggestion of an armistice

> See Selbome'H MemoriaU, li. p. 3,
and also a speech by Lord Kimberley
at Newcastle, Nov. 14, 1809.

* In a speech at Edinburgh (Sept
1, 1884), Mr. Gladstone put the same
argument— ' The people of the Trans-
vaal, few in number, were in close
and strong sympathy with their
brethivn in race, language, and
religion. Throoghout South Africa
these men, partly British subjects

and partly not, were as one man
associated in feeling with the people
of the Transvaal ; and had we per-
sisted in that dishonourable attempt,
against all our own interests, to
coerce the Transvaal as we attempted
to coerce Afghanistan, we should
have had the whole mass of the
Dutch population at the Cape and
throughout South Africa rising in
arms against us.'
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actually proceeded. They agreed that the proper persons to be
appointed as commissioners were Sir H. Robinson, Sir E Wood
and Mr. De Viiliers, chief justice of the Cape 5 together with Mr'Brand of the Free State as amicus curie, should he be willine tolend his good offices in the spirit in which he has hitherto actedThe cabinet then considered fully the terms of the communication
to be made to the Boers by Sir E. Wood. In this, which is matter
of extreme urgency, they prescribe a time for the reply of the
Boers not later than the 18th; renew the promise of amnesty
require the dispersion of the Boer, to their own homes ; and state
the general outlines of the permanent arrangement which they
would propose for the territory. ... The cabinet believe that in
requiring the dispersion of the Boers to their homes, they will havemade the necessary provision for the vindication of your Maiestv's

:etrr "
'^ °^° *'^ ^^^ '-- ^^^'^^^^ *-- °^ u«

On March 22, under instructions from home, the generalconcluded an agreement for peace. The Boers madfso^preliminary requests to which the government decUned to^ent. Their proposal that the commission shoulc' b^ 1^was rejected; its members were named exclusively byZcrown. They agreed to withdraw from the Nek and^d^^e
to their homes; we agreed not to occupy the Nek, and n"Jfollow them up with troops, though General Roterts^^Jtha large force had sailed for the Cape on March 6. tZ^Z
political negotiation went forward. Would it have been wLeas the question was well put by the Duke of Ai^U /notTena member of the government), 'to stop the n^otiation forthe sake of defeating a body of farmer who hS succeeded

l^ZnT:"^ ^'^^"T'^-
-«1 by great r^ZZtthe part of our commanders, in gaining a victory over us ? •

This was the true point.
victory over us /

The parliamentary attack was severe. The galline

defeats what they had refused to ten times as manypetitions memorials, remonstmnces
; and we had ^iven tJ

peaceful prayers. A great Uwyer in the House of Lords made

CHAP.
m.
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^K the speech that is expected from a grreat lawyer who is

,__^ also a conspicuous party leader ; and ministers undoubtedly
1881. exposed an extent of surface that was not easy to defend,

not because they had made a peace, but because they had
failed to prevent the rising. High military authorities
found a curious plea for going on, in the fact that this was
our first contest with Europeans since the breech-loader
came in, and it was desirable to give our troops confidence
in the new-fashioned weapon. Reasons of a very dififerent

sort from this were needed to overthrow the case for peace.
How could the miscarriage at Majuba, brought on by our
own action, warrant us in drawing back from an engage-
ment already deliberately proffered? Would not such a
proceeding, asked Lord Kimberley, have been little short
of an act of bad faith ? Or were we, in Mr. Gladstone's
language, to say to the Boers, ' Although we might have
treated with you before these military miscarriages, we
cannot do so now, until we offer up a certain number of
victims in expiation of the blood that has been shed. Until
that has been done, the very things which we believed
before to be reasonable, which we were ready to discuss
with you, we refuse to discuss now, and we must wait untQ
Moloch has been appeased'? We had opened a door for
negotiation; were we to close it again, because a handful
of our forces had rashly seized a post they could not hold?
The action of the Boers had been defensive of the $tntus quo,
for if we had established ourselves on Majuba, their camp
at Laing's Nek would have been untenable. The minister
protested in the face of the House of Commons that 'it would
have been most unjust and cruel, it would have been cowardly
and mean, if on account of these defensive operations we
had refused to go forward with the negotiations which, before
the first of these miscarriages had occurred, we had already
declared that we were willing to promote and undertake.'

»

The policy of the reversal of annexation is likely to remain
a topic of endless dispute." As Sir Hercules Robinson put

» July 25, 1881.
* One of the moat determined

enemies of the government In 1881.
ton years later, in a viait to ijoath

Africa, changed his mind. 'The
Dutch sentiment in the Cape Colony,'
wrote r,ord Randolph Churchill, 'had
been ao ezaaperated by what It con-

I
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it in a letter to Lord Kimberley, written a week before CHAP
Majuba (Feb. 21), no possible course was free from grave ^"-

objection. If you determine, he said, to hold by the annexar
tion of the Transvaal, the country would have to be con-
quered and held in subjection for many years by a large
force. Free institutions and self-government under British
rule would be an impossihUity. The only palliative would
be to dilute Dutch feeling by extensive EngUsh immigra-
tion, like that of 1820 to the Eastern Province. But that
would take time, and need careful watching; and in the
meantime the result of holding the Transvaal as a con-
quered colony would undoubtedly be to excite bitter hatred
between the English and Dutch throughout the Free State
and this colony, which would be a constant source of dis-
comfort and danger. On the other hund, he believed that
if they were, after a series of reverses and before any success,
to yield all the Boere asked for, they would be so overbearing
and quarrelsome that we should soon be at war with them
again. On the whole, Sir Hercules was disposed to think—
extraordinary as such a view must appear— that the best plan
would be to re-establish the supremacy of our arms, and
then let the malcontents go. He thought no middle course
any longer practicable. Yet surely this course was open to
all the objections. To hold on to annexation at any cost was
intelligible. But to face aU the cost and all the risks of a
prolonged and a widely extended conflict, with the deliberate
mtention of allowing the enemy to have his own way after
the conflict had been brought to an end, was not intelligible
and was not defensible.

Some have argued that we ought to have brought up an
overwhelming force, to demonstrate that we were able to
beat them, before we made peace. Unfortunately demon-
stmtions of this species easily turn into provocations, and
talk of this kind mostly comes from those who beUeve, not
sidered the unjust, faithlesa, and
Mbitrary policy pursued towards the
free Dutchmen of the Transvaal by
Frere, Shepstone, and Unyon, that
the final triumph of the British arms,
mainly by brute force, would have
permanently and hopeleady aUenated

it from Great Britain. ... On the
whole, I find myself free to confess,
and without reluctance to admit,
that the English escaped from a
wretched and discreditable muddle,
not without harm and damage, but
perhaps in the best possible manner'
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that peace was made in the wrong way, but that a peace
/
giving their country back to the Boera ought never to
have been made at all, on any terms or in any way.
This was not the point from which either cabinet or
parliament started. The government had decided that
annexation had been an error. The Boers had proposed
inquiry. The government assented on condition that the
Boers dispersed. Without waiting a reasonable time for a
reply, our general was worsted in a rash and trivial attack.
Did this cancel our proffered bargain ? The point was simple
and unmistakable, though party heat at home, race passion
in the colony, and our everlasting human proneness to mix
up different questions, and to answer one point by arguments
that belong to another, all combined to produce a confusion
of mind that a certain school of partisans have traded upon
ever since. Strange in mighty nations is moral cowardice,
disguised as a Roman pride. All the more may we admire
toe moral courage of the minister. For moral courage may
be needed even where aversion to bloodshed fortunately
happens to coincide with high prudence and sound poUcy
of state.

*^ ^

The negotiations proceeded, if negotiation be the right
word. The Boers disbanded, a powerful British force was
encamped on the frontier, no Boer representative sat on the
commission, and the terms of final agreement were in fact,
as the Boers afterwards alleged, dictated and imposed. Mr.
Gladstone watched with a closeness that, considering the
tremendous load of Ireland, pariiamentary procedure, and
the incessant general business of a prime minister, is
amazing When the Boers were ovei-pressing, he warned
them that it was only 'the unshorn strength' of the
administration that enabled the English cabinet, rather to
tHe surprise of the worid, to spare them the sufferings of
a war

' We could not,' he said to Lord Kimberiey, 'have
earned our Transvaal poUcy, unless we had here a strong
government, and we spent some, if not much, of our strength
in carrying it.' A convention was concluded at Pretoria in
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Angust, recognising the quasi-independence of the Trans- chapvaal. subject to the suzerainty of the Queen, and wUh ?"
'

r/sTdi/T ^^.'^'''"tf
"'• ^''^^ '''«*°"» convention of1881 did not work smoothly. Transvaal affairs were discussedfrom time to time in the cabinet, and Mr. Chamberlain^

came the spokesman of the government on a business wherehe wa« destined many years after to make so conspicuo,^and irreparable a mark. The Boers again sent Krug«to London and he made out a good enough case in ^eopinion of Lord Derby then secretaiy of ftate, to ust^;a fresh arrangement. By the London convention of 1884the Transvaal state was restored to its old title of the SouthAfrican Republic; the assertion of suzerainty in the preambeof the old convention did not appear in the new one >Tdvarious other modifications were introduced- the m^timportant of them, in the light of later events,tinTa

I
part of the repubhc, to trade in it, and to be liable to the

^"pTbUr^ ' " ''"^ ^^^^^^'^ ^"^^ citizens o? the

Whether we look at the Sand River Convention in 1862which conferred independence; or at Shepstone's ZS-tion in 1877, which took independence aw^; or at^e convention of Pretoria in 1881, which in a qualiied shape l^e
t^f^'

"" f^'^^.^^^-^^tion of London in 1884, whichqSfied the qualification over again, till independence subiect totwo or three specified conditions, was i^sLd,!!;' can b^tx^call the caustic apologue of sage Selden in his tabL'lk on

lu ..
*PP'*l>end, whether you call

Fit a 1 rotectorate, or a Suzerainty, orthe recogn.tion of England as a P^mount Power, the fact is that a certoh^

I

««n/«*Il'ng power is retained when the
I state which exercises this suzerainty

into which the dependent state maventer with foreign powers WhaTever suzerainty meant in the Convention of ft^toria, the condition of

a though the word is not actually em-
wFll^'i."" '^^P' '»•« BubBtanc"Wo have abstained from using theword because it w«. not SiVbll

sppm^l
definition, and because it

T^!^ ? ^-^ "^"^ ^•''<''' ^«« likely

riTpnftt^Jf
°','«'°n«eP"on and inisun-

der8tanding.»_jro;.rf.^,^j .

^o't'ieo/ Lords, March 17, 1884 Ido not desire to multiply points of

X^T^; *'f
^'' "'-«'*"ed mining

of the ghost of suzerainty in 1897-B

^^^,IZ'^^ '^"foW remark tlmt hepreamble was struck out by LoniDerby's own hand, and that aJite

were at the colonial office, answers

practically admitting that no claimof suzerainty could be put forward.
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contracts. 'Lady Kent,' he aaya, 'articled with Sir Edward
Herbert that he should come to her when she sent for him,
and stay with her as long as she would have him ; to which
he set his hand. Then he articled with her that he should

go away when he pleased, and stay away as long as he
pleased; to which she set her hand. This is the epitome

of all the contracts in the world, betwixt man and man,
betwixt prince and subject.'



CHAPTER IV

NEW PHASES OF THE IBI8H BEVOMmojJ

(,18S0-18Sg)

Tm .giuUon of the IrUh laud league itrlkee at the root, of aU con
tract, and therefore at the very foundaUons of modern wclety

; but
If we would effectually withrtand It, we murt cea« to Inetat on
maintaining the form, of free oontnu^ where the reality i. tai.
P0Mible.-T. H. O...K.1 ^ "^

On the day in 1880 when Lord Beaconsfield was finaUv ru.»Cr *M f"^j '""^ •" ^°^^^ Street, onTwht^S '?v^'-
been the ablest and mo,t zealous supporter of his policy in ^^

J

the press cabled to bid him good-bye. The visitor talked
^•"•

gloomily of the national prospect ; of difficulties with Austria.

rTuroner\fV'^^"'''
of the confusions to come upon

^^Z T^:fri'^^^^^^
The fallen minister

the H3:f'crrs!» """ ^^^'"^^ ^^' *^« «- to

The gov^rmnent had to deal with a state of things in Irelandl^^elydiWfromany that had been known thl f^"^^

to cope. There is no reason why our cheeks should grow p^eor why our hearts should sink, at the idea of grapplW wSh a

a^ e^lr'^'^^K
^'^ ^^-^^^^ °^ '^^ country^sCold1:IS required for such a purpose. But a social revolution is a vervd^erent inatter.

. . The seat and source of the movement :2
It is to h, V fr' "^ ^"* *'« iSo.^.r.t was in po^It 18 to be looked for in the fomidation of the hmd leagueT
Two years later he said at Edinburgh :—
I frankly admit I had had much upon my hands comiected with
• WnrU. ofT. H. Green, ill. 882. a Hou« of Common., April 4, ,882

47
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J of the world, and I did not know, no one knew, the severity of

1880. ^' crisis that was already swelling upon the horizon, and that

shortly after rushed upon us like a flood.'

Si) came upon them by degrees the predominanoe of Irish

affairs and Irish activity in the parliament of 1880, which

had l)een ohoseu without much reference to Ireland.

II

A MHiial revolution with the land league for its organ in

Ireland, and Mr. Parnell and his party for its organ in parlia-

ment, now, in Mr. Gladstone's words, rushed upon him and

his government like a flood. The mind of the country was
violently drawn from Dulcigno and Thessaly, from Batoum
and Erzeroum, from the wild squalor of Macedonia and

Armenia to squalor not less wild in Connaught and Munster,

in Mayo, Galway, Sligo, Kerry. Agrarian agitation on the

one hand, parliamentary violence on the other, were the two
potent weapons by which the Irish revolutionary leader

assailed the misrule of the British garrison as the agents

of the British parliament in his country. This formidable

movement slowly unmasked itself. The Irish government,

represented by Mr. Forster in the cabinet, began by allowing

the law conferring exceptional powers upon the executive

to lapse. The main reason was want of time to pass a fresh

Act. In view of the undoubted distress in somo parts of

Ireland, and of the harshness of certain evictions, the govern-

ment further persuaded the House of Commons to pass a

bill for compensating an evicted tenant on certain conditions,

if the landlord turned him out of his holding. The bill was
no easy dose either for the cabinet or its friends. Lord
Lansdowne stirred much commotion by retiring from the

government, and landowners and capitalists were full of con-

sternation. At least one member of the cabinet was pro-

foundly uneasy. It is impossible to read the letters of

the Duke of Argyll to Mr. Gladstone on land, church

establishment, the Zulu war, without wondering on what
theory a cabinet was formed that included him, able and

> Edinburgh, Sept. 1, 1884.
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upright M he wiw, along with radicalH like Mr. Chamberlain CHAp
Before the cabinet wan six months old the duke was plucki *^-

*

ing Mr. Gladstone's sleeve with some vi . acity at the IJirminff-

^

ham language on Irish Und. Mr. Parnell in the committee
stage abstained from supijorting the measure, sixteen liberals
voted against the third reading, and the House of Lords, in
which nationalist Ireland had not a single representative
threw out the bill by a majority of 282 against 61. It waJ
said that if all the opposition peers had stayed away, still
ministers would have been beaten by their own supporters
Looking back upon these events, Mr. Gladstone set out

in a memorandum of later years, that during the session
of 1880 the detaih. of the budget gave him a good deal
to do, while the .absorbing nature of foreign questions before
and after his accession to office had withdrawn his attention

^ from his own Land Act of 1870 : »—

I
Late in the session came the decisive and disastrous rejection

„|
by the House of Lords of the bill by means of which the govern-

-^ ment had hoped to arrest the progress of disorder, and avert the
necessity for measures in the direction of coercion. The rapid and
vast extension of agrarian disturbance followed, as was to be ex
pected this wild excess of landlordism, and the Irish government
proceeded to warn the cabinet that coercive legislation would be
necessary.

Forster allowed himself to be persuaded by the governmental

I

agents in Ireland that the root of the evil lay within small com.

I

pass; that there were in the several parishes a certain limited
number of unreasonable and mischie-ous men, that these men werejknown to the police, and that if summary powers were confided

f
to the Irish government, by the exercise of which these objection-
able persons might be removed, the evil would die out of itself
I must say I never fell into this extraordinary illusion of Forster's
about his 'village ruffian.' But he was a very impracticable man

mr!,'%*r'f°°
°^ ^''"' responsibility. He was set upon amethod of legislation adapted to the erroneous belief that the

ZT-f w^^^ "^*^ * ""'y ^*'*"*«^ '^"'"^^ o{ well-known
individuals, that is to say, the suspension of the Habeas Corpus

> See vol. U. book vi. chap. h.
VOL. Ill—
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Act . . . Two points of difference aroM : first,m to the natnra of

the coercion to be UMd ; tectmdly, m to it* time. I iniieted th»t

we ware bound to try what we could do against Pamell under

the existing bw, before asking for extraordinary powers. Both

Bright and Chamberlain, if I remember right, did very good

service in protesting against haste, and resisting Forster's desire

to antinipate the ordinary session for the purpose of obtaiuing

coercive powers. When, however, the argument of time wati

exhausted by the Pamell trial ' and otherwise, I obtained no

support from them in regard to the kind of coercion we were to

ask. I considered it should be done by giving stringency to the

existing law, but not by abolishing the right to be tried before

being imprisoned. I felt the pulse of various members of the

cabinet, among whom I seem to recollect Kimberley and Garling-

ford, but I could obtain no sympathy, and to my dismay both

Chamberlain and Bright arrived at the conclusion that if there

was to be coercion at all, which they lamented, there was some-

thing simple and effective in the suspension of the Habeas Corpus

Act which made such a method preferable to others.' I finally

acquiesced. It may be asked why ? My resistance would have

broken up the government or involved my own retirement. My
reason for acquiescence was that I bore in mind the special com-

mission under which the government had taken office. It related

to the foreign policy of the country, the whole spirit and effect of

which we were to reconstruct. This work had not yet been fully

accomplished, and it seemed to me that the effective prosecution

of it was our first and highest duty. I therefore submitted.

By the end of November Mr. Gladstone explained to the

Queen that the state ol Ireland was menacing ; its distinctive

character was not so much that of general insecurity of life, as

Mat of a widespread conspiracy ag-'nst property. The worst

of it was, he said, that the leaders, unlike O'Connell, failed to

denounce crime. The outbreak was not comparable to that

of 1832. In 1879 homicides were 64 against 242 for the

earlier year of disturbance. But things were bad enough.

1 Proceedings had been instituted * Tried by Lord Spencer in West-
in the Dublin courts against Pamell meath in 1871, it had been saccessful,

and others for seditious conspiracy, but the area of disturbance was there

The jury were unable to agree on a comparatively insignlticant.

verdict
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In Gdw.y they h«i a poUcemw for every forty^ven lulult chapmale., and a .oldier for every ninety-eeven. Yet dangemL ?^'
erronnm waa rampant. • During more than thirty^e^

^ '

>ear» «nce I lirst entered a cabinet,' Mr. Gladstone told thoSpeaker (November 25), ^ have hardly known «> diPlou^ta queHt.on of administration, m that of the immediate dutyof he government in the pre-ent etate of Ireland. The^ulUtude of circumetancea to be taken into account muat.tnke every observer. Among theae aUnd the nllty of

UmTaS'r °' ""
K,"

''"^"'' •" •^ ''-« °^ •««»"- crime

difficulty of obtaming it; but more important than the^iH the grave doubt whether it would really reach the JllZcharactenetic evil of the time, namely, the parajL, of m^
unportant civil and proprietary rigit-, Td whTthcr ttimmediate proposal of a remedy, p^bably Lffectte andeven .n a coercive sense partial, would not seriously dam.^the prospects of that arduous and comprehensive taskSwithout doubt we must undertake when LTamenttsummoned.' In view of conside„tions of th^sS theawkwardness of directing an Act of parliament virtu^Ivagainst leaders who were at the moment the obiec^ oMn

a« to the case being really made out; doubts as to theefficacy of the proposed remedy, Mr. Forster didlt ca J^

di„\tt; Th'"'"'
*" "°''°"« '""^ experiment oHh^ortlinary law. The experiment was no success, and coercionaccompanied by knd reform became the urgent .^licr

m
i The opening of the session of 1881 at once broi,.,>.f «k-*

Obstmohon » otatPuotioD aU the world ov„ f'"'"""-

,
"°""* PropMal, ,f^g lu,^ mushrooms. Libert 1™ber, w„h a historical bent ran privately to the sX wSi
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ancient precedents of dictatorial powers asserted by his

official ancestors, and they exhorted him to revive them.

Mr. Forster brought in his bill. Its scope may be de-

scribed in a sentence. It practically enabled the viceroy

to lock up anybody he pleased, and to detain him as long as

he pleased, while the Act remained in force. » The debate for

leave to introduce the bill lasted several days, without any

sign of coming to an end. Here is the Speaker's account

of his own memorable act in forcing a close :
—

Monday, Jan. 31.—The House was boiling over with indignation

at the apparent triumph of obstruction, and Mr. G., yielding to

the pressure of his friends, committed himself unwisely, as I

thought, to a continuous sitting on this day in order to force the

bill th.ough its first stage.

On Tuesday, after a sitting of twenty-four hours, I saw plainly

that this attempt to carry the bill by continuous sitting would

fail, the Pamell party being strong in numbers, discipline, and

organisation, and with great gifts of speech. I reflected on the

situation, and came to the conclusion that it was my duty to

extricate the House from the difficulty by closing the debate of my

own authority, and so asserting the undoubted will of the House

against a rebellious minority. I sent for Mr. G. on Tuesday

(Feb. 1), about noon, and told him tha*^ I should be prepared

to put the question in spite of obstruction on the following

conditions: 1. That the debate should be carried on until the

following morning, my object in this delay being to mark dis-

tinctly to the outside world thp extreme gravity of the situation,

and the necessity of the step which I was about to take. 2. That

he should reconsider the regulation of business, either by giving

more authority to the House, or by conferring authority on the

Speaker.

He agieed to these conditions, and summoned a meeting of the

cabinet, which assembled in my library at four p.m. on Tuesday

while the House was sitting, and I was in the chair. At that

meeting the resolution as to business assumed the shape in which

it finally appeared on the following Thursday, it haying been pre-

> For a plain and precise description of the Coercion Act of 1881, aeo

Dioey'a Lmo of M« CoMtttitNon, pp. 243-«.

liiuBJ

m

M

X£^^^.'
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viously considered at former meetings of the cabinet I arranged CHAP
with Playfair to take the chair on Tuesday night about midnight *^-

'

en.i^iiging to resume it on Wednesday morning at nine. Accord'
' '

iugly at nine I took the chair, Biggar being in possession of the
House. I rose, and he resumed his seat. I proceeded with my
a.l.lr..8s as concerted with May, and when I had conchuled I put
the .lufstion. The scene was most dramatic; but all passed off
without disturbance, the Irish party on the second division retiring
under protest.

I had communicated, with Mr. G.'s approval, my intention to
close the debate to Northcote, but to no one else, except May,
from whom I received much assistance. Northcote was startled'
but expressed no disapproval of the course proposed.

'

So ended the memorable sitting of January 31. At noon
on February 2, the Hou:« assembled in much excitement.'
J he question was put challenging the Speaker's conduct.
'
I answered, he Bays, 'on the spur of the moment that I had

acted on my own responsibility, and from a senst , duty to
the House. I never heard such loud and protracted cheer-
in-, none cheering more loudly than Gladstone.' 'The
Speakers firmness in mind,' Mr. Gladstone reported to theQueen, 'his suavity in manner, his unwearied patience, his
^comparable temper, under a thousand provocatiom,, have
rendered possible a really important result.'

IV

After coercion came a land bill, and here Mr. Gladstone
:

once more displayed his unequalled mastery of legislative
skill and power. He had to explain and be ready toexplam ym and again, what he told Lonl Selborne was'the most difhcult measure he had ever known to con^
"n.ler the detailed consideration of a cabinet.' It Zno affair this time of speeches out of a railway carriage
<.r a. dressed to excited multitudes in vast halls. Sn.ght be, If you so pleased, 'the empty verbosity of exubenvnt rhetoric'; but nobody could say that of the LZt
m onthTTf'" '' '"^*^ *«""^«' «^-"«^ the clever and

Mr Parn 11 N IT'!^
"'° '°"^'^' ""^«^ *he banner ofMr. Parnell. Northcote was not far wrong when he said
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that though the bill was carried by two to one, there was

hardly a man in the House beyond the Irish ranks who

cared a straw about it. Another critic said that if the

prime minister had asked the House to pass the Koran or

the Nautical Almanac as a land bill, he would have met no

difficulty.

The history of the session was described as the carriage

of a single measure by a single man. Few British members

understood it, none mastered it. The whigs were disaffected

about it, the radicals doubted it, the tories thought that

property as a principle was ruined by it, the Irishmen, when

the humour seized them, bade him send the bill to line

trunks. Mr. Gladstone, as one observer truly says, ' faced

difficulties such as no other bill of this country has ever

encountered, difficulties of politics and difficulties of law,

difficulties of principle and difficulties of detail, difficulties

of party and difficulties of personnel, difficulties of race and

difficulties of class, and he has never once failed, or even

seemed to fail, in his clear command of the question, in his

dignity and authority of demeanour, in his impartiality in

accepting amending suggestions, in his firmness in resisting

destructive suggestions, in his clear perception of his aim,

and his strong grasp of the fitting means. And yet it is

hardly possible to appreciate adequately the embarrassments

of the situation.'

Eriough has already been said of the legislation of 1870,

and i's establishment of the principle that Irish land is not

the subject of an imdivided ownership, but a partnership.'

The act of 1870 failed because it had too many exceptions

and limitations ; because in administration the compensation

to the tenant for disturbance was inadequate ; and because it

did not fix the cultivator in his holding. Things had now

ripened. The Richmond Commission shortly before had

pointed to a court for fixing rents ; that is, for settling the

terms of the partnership. A commission nominated by

Mr. Gladstone and presided over by Lord Bessborough had

reported early in 1881 in favour not only of fair rents to be

settled by a tribunal, but of fixity of tenure or the right of

1 See roL U. p. 384.
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the tenant to remain in his holding if he paid his rent, and CHAP
of free sale

;
that is, his right to part with his interest. These ^^-

'

' three F's
'
were the substance of the legislation of 1881. '—*—

'

Rents could not be paid, and landlords either would not
or could not reduce them. In the deepest interests of social
order, and in confirmation of the tenant's equitable and
customary ownership, the only course open to the imperial
legislature was to erect machinery for fixing fair rents
Tlie alterrmtive to what became matter of much objurgation
as dual ownership, was a single ownership that was only a
short name for aUowing the landlord to deal as he liked
with the equitable interest of the tenant. Without the
machinery set up by Mr. Gladstone, there could be no
security for the protection of the cultivator's interest.
What is more, ever 'n view of a wide and general extension
of the policy of buying out the landlord and turning the
tenant into single owner, still a process of valuation for
purposes of fair price would have been just as indispensable
as under the existing system was the tiresome and costly
process of valuation for purposes of fair rent. It -'s true
that If the policy of purchase had been adopted, this process
would have been performed once fo. all. But opinion was
not nearly ready either in England or Ireland for general
purchase And as Mr. Gladstone had put it to Br^ht in
1870 to turn a httle handful of occupiers into owners would
not have touched the fringe of the case of the bulk of the
Irish cultivators, then undergoing acute mischief and urgently
crying for prompt relief. Mr. Bright's idea of purchase,
moreover, ^sumed that the buyer would come with at leasta quarter of the price in his hand,-an assumption not con-
sistent with the practical possibilities of the case
The legislation of 1881 no doubt encountered angry

trnT-. '^\ f"^^^^
conservative, and little mo^

ttrf.T Tr* *''"™ '^^" ^"'*^ nationalist. It offended

t InL .r ^""''•P'' °^ *^" '"^"^""^
' >'» administra-

tion and the construction of some of it, leading provisions

NevllT '^'^PP"*"*^'* »»d irritated the tenant party.
Nevertheless any attempt in later times to impair theauthority of the Land Act of 1881 brought the factTnsLtly
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l.^'- -

fry force .fd legSLefS al7'
"" "".'^ ""^ •»"'»°»"-

been done, it if a^^u^^,ri^I1^^^ '''^^ '1

the other »i«chietrd^riro^^^^^^^^^^
-operations and all

and Ireland that foIlowS ri ^"T ^'^^^" ^"^^""^t

three facts. Neither Mr' ClS /"" "^ ^'^'^ '^^"^ "^^'l""'^^

new House of Commoi! ^.^^ afa^^^^^ T .*7*^ "- the

the Three F's. Second th«^ V '^'^^ '" ^^^<^ *« «'^««Pt

taken its evidence and *ad«r'°"^^ commission had not
this argument ^::ZtZtX^MTlT^T' '''^''^

do not at all cover the whoL "f/d of hi
'' T ^"^'^^

happened, I called on Mr GlalT ^^'"'y- ^^ i*

1881. 'You have hea^d^LSelth'tZR^^r^ ^"^^ ''^

-ission are to report for' the Thre'e Ff? ' ^fh" TJ?
"""

he said; 'it is incredible!' As so oft.n

^ ^*^« "^^ ^eard,'

politics, it was only a sten tm^lu ,

''°"^' *° P*«8 ^^

pensable. But in 1880 ^^ f-
'""'''^'^^^ *" *^« '°dis-

impossible. It w^ the. i

'"'^'^P^'^^ble was also the

much difference.
™' ^^"*^^ '^^ IS^^-l that made

remlLt: In'":':::!'' '^^ r-"^
-- - «^ the most

days and for 140^ hTut • 1117': t'
^'"°™''"« «»* 1^4

"nidnight. Only tW tin.
'! *^'''" ^^""^ ^"« «f'er

House%at for 1 Tay 1?'"' ''"• ''^'"'•™ ^'" ^^^^ the

number of hourTbeen exc'e^d J "Tu""
^'^^' ^"^ ^^e total

never before had t le Cle 1^ *"^ ''''' ''^'y ^7 «even, and
night. On the Co rcfon bm^^^ ''"" "'''' '"'^-

onee for 22 ho„„. and one f r 41 The'd r^""""'^Land bill took up 58 sitting a 1 ^ **^^**^« ^^ the- .»,. „, L„^r.;'"?-srzt^ef„:
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was recorded on anv m-»
fi«t Refor. bill, fhe trrjj :^r'"'«- - the CHAP.
measure since 1848 that tookT ^^'^ "^'^ the only IV.

The Irish Church bilf took 21 .
^^ '^ '^ ''*3^« of debate ^

1870 took 25. Of the 14 Ssfi T *"^ *^« ^and bill of
made by Irish .» u '

«P««che8 delivered «^irr
.

-^ *"«n membenj. TIip <!..„ i

'"^'''*' "<>lo were
committees interposed on noLts of^rJ^''

""^ ^'"*"™»" of
dunng the session. Mf. "nell thf? "l"'^

'"'"^ *'™««
his minority of 24 dominaterth; H ^''^"' "°*««' *^'th
House take coui^ge and reform tts^r".

"^'^^ ""^ the
the suspension of kaiea, corpZZ a th^'^f

'^ ^' "^^''^ »"'
thmk It worth while to fight aboVt^^"' "'" "•*>' ^«U
country's land-system might be e^*/"^ * '^^^^"tion in a
deal of time. ^ * ** expected to take up a good

V

eitLTrrttofun^A"^^^^^ ^^^ -o"^ht by
cases for submission to the new land

*'"'" ^''^^ "P test
the army of tenants would SelS 1^"'^ ""^ ^^^''^^ to
these cases. In September ]? p !

'*''*' °" the fate of
and gave a bad account of the real

'" ''^'''^ Hawarden,
Plausible propositions for sendLlT?"^"^ ^''- P«">eirs
established Lind commission !^f, ' *"""« to the newly
stances. ^It i, quite cCrtyorLd"' t^I "^^^ ^---
to Forster in Ii^iand, 'tharCr '

''™*' ^^'- ^^^^stone
which the commission must r^Zf "Tf *° P'-^^^'^t cases
re usal as showing that they c^nlt' !^.

*''" ^ *^««' their
bill has failed.' As he inL* t^^ -^ Z""*"^'

*"** that the
no doubt that in one sense ?h?La/. 4 f

terwards, there was
a c'-is in Ireland, for itiotht "1^^ ^f"?^

*° ««««^«r«te
party connected with the land ,

"^ "'^ ^^''^'^ of the
necessity for that party eithtio ad^""

'* "^''^ '* ^^"'ost a
chose the despei^rco'L^r ;' thr^' 'I

*° ^^^^'^^^ ^hey
letter to Lord Gi^nviUe 1 ' '*"' ^**«' ^e wrote in a

"--- ^. «... .«r:: ::;^
- cri,t l*
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WWK local government-- an excellent thing to which I would afB. „

le.1 It

«
a one.„d.d bargain, ,Uch M»d, u^ not them

mi^rable and .l„Mt total w^t 5
1"

,
°°°°"°' °' ""'

the poblio go^ ana pubt Cin «!" 17^""'"^ '"
m.. „e cannot ereat,e,^.^I'Z'L^^^r'

liberty. Thi,„rono.M!^
""' '''*«J' »'»»« "'i* fit. men for

tbey ar; it
""«"•*'»«»« the eo^ater doctrine, wait till

tie relation, bet,«rr.TH,^ ",
''°""°° '' "' "«Hfio«tion of

«' the govemmert ouTtarn^H^': .7 "" '°°™"'"' '»'«'"

h0He« contradictt Tntbi tT^lu^J'lr''.
>"* "<»" «»

™«.t..r,p..«nt.tion,b.rd„eZ«;X::XCX;::
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www. ^° °*^« » "ound and healthy 'V.

in S^ttX"!"^ "- '" ad.inistn.tion. he wrote to Foster

reSt:::;ltLf:;-^^^ than the p.hle. Of
Of the leaders, the offic."L the I , f

"" *" '^"^ ^"^ I'-^*'»»-t.
no hope what;ver. The itte/'f

°' '"' '"^'^ ^«^^« ^ have
with their adherents outsri trT*' "' *'« ^^'''^ ^^^
tl^e Irish people, the mTlI^^Tm ^ T'^""^'^'

^"'^ -«^
more sure thejwill be to go as farJ,

*^*" ^**^«'^' "^"^ the
them in keeping «p the a^tTon" hictTh

^ ' "^''^ ^" ^^-
with on account of their Sterior Ids AU

""""* "^"'^ *° P*^
more and more the masses of their foH

""" "*" '^^ '^ *« t»™
«o<xl laws and good gove^m : :'

°;:t\rth"
^'^^ '°^ ^^

question of judicious releases X? """ "^'^^ «»** the
statistic, of crime enc:^ itlvT' ^'"'' '"^^^-^^
importance. ^ "* "^J" Income one of early

VI

A™ '°p.^er„?\isr ":•• "i^-- *'«'
triumphMt rem™ in the "m™ ?

.?"""'-I« due for hi.

™'P">g'^^^^t.JeZZ^^':tZ 1 "" ^"^ '«''"••

nagmtude and fervour anvoth- ? ^'"""1>»««1 in
o* the Idngdom We h7 «I«™nce, in other part,
phasic- e»,rt euTh etle"^

""°'^''''« «"»P" ofZ
«itten to Mr. Kiw T^^T" '° ° """J"'' "' k" 'e'fr.
•"c. organized thi.i::;:';?;^:!:::-:^"!'"''-'"
ffawarden Oattie, Sept 28 issi r

""i «areful aoconnt of the dL™ T ^°° '"'""'"7 «'a>r

" y« .hat „,,» ..a^LtTrC::^"^^'- "'"k"
«q»«it. to enable „. b,u„d,„3 wfc . ,T "-""S' "'''"'' "
«" be B„d bj, the «.,e „, ttettT^ T^"

'""°'"'- ""
«"«- a ppoceseion through .k. •

' ' "" °° aiaeult? but
the n,o,. exbauetin, pZe's^ I

L""^ ''''"-SM".. i. on. „,

"> a »».. n-eetin/ 'a »rn.^7r:!:rtir»:^.'»
"^^

"flg requires the physical powers

«T.7a.
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to be m the,r best and freshest state, a. far as anything can befresh in a man near Heveuty-two; and I have on one or moreformer occasions felt them wofully contracted. In Midlothian Inever had anything of the kind before a great physical effort inpeaking; and the lapse even of a couple of years is something.
It would certainly be most desirable to have the mass meeting
first and ^en I have not any fear at all of the procession throughWhatever thoroughfares you think fit.

Oc/ 2, 1881. -I should be very sony to put aside any of theopportunities pf vision at Leeds which the public may care to usebut what I had hoped was that these might cleX" "Tplh ,'

of considerable effort and not Wore them. To understld'^rat

"

physical drain, and what a reaction from tension of the senses is

time of life. When I went to Midlothian, I begged that thismight never happen
;
and it was avoided throughouf Sin^e thatime I have myself been sensible for thefirst timeof a dSshed

first time have remarked it.

Vast torchlight processions, addresses from the corporation

the CIo h Hall Yard covered in for the puriK.8e, on one dayon another, more addresses, a public lunched f;ilowed b^a'mass meeting of over five-and-twenty thousand perZs^ then

ulZiTTr'""^'
'^^'^^^ *^^«"^ vociferous'::S^^ltx-

ultetion that knew no limits, a large dinner party, and at theend of all a night train. The only concessions thauSe veteranasked to weakness of the flesh, were that at the banquet heshould not appear until the eating and drinking were Irand hat at the mass meeting some prfeliminary speakershould intervene to give him time to take breath aTerhsong and serious exercises of the morning. When the time

toTed beTT" 'r. "!^« *^« -*« «'
« «^- :nd deep-

Ws mentai r!r"f f '^''^ "^''«^^' ^^^^^^ ^'^ ^-« than

^:rurcareT^'
'^ '° ^'"^ ''' ^"'^^ «P^-^« «f this

The topics of his Leeds speeches I need not travel oyer.
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«tand there not a« MoselTtri t„ "f f"^
'*'' ^''"^

' ^
P%ue.' The menace1hati:edT '

'"* '' '^''''^ ^«
the day

:
^ If it „,,„„ appear tw!^ "' ' catchword of

a final conflict in IrelaTwe^ntwon T "^ "^ '""^'^^

«beer lawleH«„e«« upon the otW ^ thT 1

'"' "'^'^ ""^
defect and from any taint of VnZV •

^"^ P"'^*^ ^^n*
and refused, and the fi«. / T ''^ " '*'" *° l^ '^PeUed
remain unfuimied,LT-^^^7 "' P""*'''*^ «^'«'^ ^
the resources of cilmLti^"^'

«^"""™"°' ^»t»>o«t he«itation,

exhausted.'

a

"^''^^t'^n agamst its enemies are not yet
Nor was the pageant all excitem«nf tu ,

which by way of prelusion tn Jh
^^ ^**"«^ '^^^^

addressed to the chamUeTof cor^n!
^'""' ""^ '"^^^^^ ^e

destruction of the eZoli ° "^ r''''
""*' '^'^°*''^ *° *^«

us that
'

the vamp^e of^rf r'' ''''° *"''* '" P'^^"*'*^

thelife-bloodofrhecountrv'
T
1' '''" ^""diously sucking

facts, exposition of dSntlvar: 77' °' '^'"^ «--^
-i-tific analysis, susta^llfrcLr^^^^^^ ^^^^ '>^

better. The consummate ma! erv of .7 ^' ""^ ""^"^

performance did not slay a hTresTthL I
" "^""entative

it drove the thing out o^ sia^htT Ynl ." T' ^^'"^ »»"*

to come.'
^''^ "* Yorkshire for some time

vn

«nt to pri». „.J ^TSrct; Toe irl "r,"'
"*

off to K„„.iJ: ':sj';rirr;°? •"" -^

Our determination has been that to the best of «
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^K Et Leed.], and even within theM few momenU I ha** hM»J^ mfor„ed that toward, the .indication of law and ordt of^
,«,. nght of property, of the freedom of the land, of the first element.

1"° f
he and civili«Uon, the fir,t .tep ha. been Uken in

no chal enge whxoh I cannot examine and with which I hare

the attempt to deetroy the authority of the law, «,d to substitutewhat would end in being nothing more or les. than anarchicalopprcwon exercised upon the people of Irehmd.

The arrest of Mr. PameU was no doubt a pretty oonsider.abte strain upon powers conferred by parliament to put

thZ,r^^^\"fT'' ^°* *^'°«'' ^«" revolutionary, and

altogether the reverse of wise, it was no wonder that h^vinir

Mr Gladstone looked in a natural direction for help ii the

Sll^lnaTXlfnr
^°°- "^ ^''^^ ^^--^' ^'^) -

I^U begin with defining strictly the limits of this appeal. I-k you to read the inclosed papers ; and to consider whe^^youwJ wnte anything to Rome upon them. I do not ask yl to

r^«7r !l"
"' "'*''^' ^"-^ ^*«' -' 'o make1:/"p,y

to th. letter beyond returning the inclosures in an envelop to

request, thus limited. In 1844, when I was young as a cabinet

appeal to Pope Gregory xn. for his intervention to discourage

Clt'atl:n /
''°"^' ^ ^^'^ ^°^*^ now totenderTh":

request at Rome. But now a different case arises. Some members

e'hibt TdoTT fr"'"^ "^ *'« ^y "^^«^ -y -«Jo--

^ve settled their cases by putting them into gaol. I need notdescnl^ the sentiments uttered. Your eminenrwill feeUhland judge them as strongly as I do. But now as to the Supl"
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Poutiff. You will ha*.1l„ U-
""

of silencing them; and th^tif
** **' ^*" »•»« means T^

di-pute the dec«^:/l*tl*:;[;;* °!^^-r '" P""'" »«

to the knowledge of hVs holine'r BuVt . ^ '" *" ^* '" *"•
able, norhowLmayurhuT ^"* ^ ^° °°* ''«°'- how far he i.

vant, butanindepeSl^anZr- '''' " ""* °"' "^^'^^ «>-

hope, to leave noE/rndonl K vT °' *" I**"' ^"'^ her
strength to the hop^ a^dtX^\:^-^*<>/- '^"* "«»
regards the Pope is that h« .J u t

^"^^ ^"* "^ »»h as

those for who.re^*^*po':3it^^^^^^^^ °' '"^"^-^

abifirrse^rrevt rift r^ r^
^^-^

political crisis which mJlfeU IsSU "'*^^* '^ '° *
who understand the blessing of nation i*^ ^^' *"
He thought Mr. GladsZf over^ateS the"

' ""^^ ^'''^'

m political and social matters ak, .
^^^ P°^"

theology, it was not so fn ^ical »rtt"^
i« questions of

in Ireland were whether .^S^^^^^^^^
'' '"^^ ^"^^

was a sin, we might exoect^il . ""'J^^^^^'
'robbery'

But his action ifconofpt- Z *°**^«™»««« its denial,

party is censun^^e or nTCT/.V T'**'" " ^^""-^
long run effective. L" ' ^" er and tflu"'

°"^^ '° *'«

a match for Roman riaht tI
*"'*,'"fl"«"°« was often

together, it cheZ extvagLtsTa^d alf^^ '''"^
but not without a fight llZl^ ^'"«^^ P™^»il«'

prudence, and de«end« m ''^.'*«'"«« « » "tatter of great

for the intemperar/aLr '"'V"**
circumstances.^ As

surely suchTio-tlCd Ttt
°' '""^ "^' ^"-*««'

and scarcely required *r^ .
,^" '^^Pe^tive bishops.

Authority.
' ^ ^ "'" mtroduction of the Supreme
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brought to the cabinet by Mr. Fornter were of the
gloomiest. The Und Act h.d brought no improvement.
In tlie 80uth.we«t and many of the midland counties lawlewnew and intimidation were worse than ever. ReturnH of
agrarian crime were presented in every shape, and com-
p«riHO„B framed by weeks, by months, by quarters; do what
the sta isticians would, and in spite of fluctuations, murders
and other serious outrages had increased. The policy of
arbitrary arrest had completely failed, and the officials andcrown lawyers at the Castle were at their wits' end
While the cabinet was face to face with this ugly prospect,

Mr. Gladstone received a communication volunteered by an
Irish member, as to the new attitude of Mr. Parnell and the
possibility of turning it to good account. Mr. Gladstone sent
this letter on to Forster, replying meanwhile ' in the sense of

Ltint" l!."^ r.' ^T'\
^^'" '^' *•*•"» «*«"« before the

aibinet, Mr Chamberlain- who had previously told Mr.
Gladstone that he thought the time opportune for something
like a reconciliation with the Irish party-with characteristic
courage took his life in his hands, as he put it, and set towork to ascertain through the emissary what use for the
public good cou d h. made of Mr. Parnell's ch nged frame ofmind On April 26th, the cabinet heard what Mr. Chamber-lam had to tell them, and it came to this, that Mr. Parnellwas desirous to use his influence on behalf of peace, but his
influence for good depended on the settlement of the ques-
tion of arrears. Ministers decided that they could enter
into no agreement and would give no pledge. They would

T ""l
^'''''.°'? responsibility in the light of the knowledge

they had gained of Mr. Parnell's views. Mr. Gladstone wasalways impatient of any reference to 'reciprocal assurances'
or tacit understanding' in respect of the dealings with the
prisoner m Kilmainham. Still the nature of the proceedings
was plain enough. The object of the communications Towhich the government were invited by Mr. Parnell through
his emissary, was, supposing him to be anxious to do wluit
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he could for Uw and i

I-rt of the government wouid*!.nrM T '"'"* '""*'" "° »h« CHAP
Event, then mov^^TpTd,, '' "" '" '^"^^ '^« "««• vJL^

parliament. A atout tory «ve noti«« *
^ *^ P"* ^

the releaae of the .uapecte.T. Mr ou/.""''"",
•'•"'"« **

Queen, there w«« „o doubt that^hl *?" '"'"""'"* *»»•

public waa moving Ta iS^Uon^T"^ °P'°'°" "' ^''^

imprisonment, thoLh the n^!
''*"® *° "^'tn»«'y

consideration whethfr tU ^
^'°° *" * "'«« °«e 'or

party of it. r'et: tdToitTur'" '^ *''•' °*^-*
amounted to anything like «

''"^^«"»^« contention.,

conduct in respect 7,.!:e'e\dCdr%h'r -^'^^^ '"*""'

mentwa. .welled bv the r^ti^ ? , . ® "*'"» excite-

the viceroyalty,and thean^ n7r'".
"^^'"'^ ^°"P«^ ^^^

Spencer, who'iad fi l'??hTS;"'^^^ "rTr
^ °' ^°«*

government. On May 2n7C r? J^''
^'^^-t^^^'* first

-dum to the cabin:? ^"thS they^ag:::d'^!l
^ "^-O"

-mber, of parliamenttho 1 ^I Z:t: " '"!"'' *'^ *••"•

aince la«t October, should be hnLw , T'"""^
^'^ ""'P'"""

list of suspects should be exalef 1'' "'"^
'

"'^ *^** *''«

all Pe^ons
.

t believed rrlrt:i":r*'' "''^'''
pro,HH.e at ouoe to announce to ^1^11* 1 T' •

''''^

propose, as soon as necessary busCsswH
*''*''. "'*«°*'°'» ^

strengthen the ordinary law ^n Irl!?
7'" ,P«™>t, a bill to

and property, while rZvZ K i ^°' ^'^^ ««'""*y °f We
Life ana^p-Wprrn^rconr^^^^^^^^ - ^^«

do not at present think it will be Jss h,f/
"""' '^'^

state of affairs shall prevaH intTalt ""'"' '' * '''^''"™^^«

sus^ct shouldtrelf^TntHr *' 'r ^-^ ^^at no
been fashioned, whererTh!

"
/ f

"""^ ^^'"«" Act had
was no excuse f^^ZZalrf''''' '''' *^«* *h-
warrant of men as to whom tK w" ""^^'"

^^^'^'-^''v

suspicion
'
required by the W hT '^f-

''^ ' ^^^^^^^^le

VOL. .„_, ^ *^® ^"^ h**^ now disappeared. He
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BOOK probably felt that the appointment of a viceroy of cabinet rank
^.^_^ and with 8ucce88ful Irish experience was in fact his own super-

J!T"VJ o^
''^^^*"* ^°" ^^'^^'^^ ^^'- <'l««l«tone wrote

to him (May 2), 'with much grief, but on this it would be
jelfishto expatiate. 1 have no choice; followed or not foUowed
I must go on There are portions of the subject which touchyou personally, and which seem to me to deserve much

that I could not be deemed impartial ; so I had better not
enter on them. One thing, however, I wish to say. Youwish to minimise in any further statement the cause of your
retreat. In my opinion_ an<« / ,peak from experience

-

viewing the nature of that course, you will find this hardly
possible, tor a justification you, I fear, wiU have to found
upon the doctrine of "a new departure." We must protest
agamst it, and deny it with heart and soul.'
The way in which Mr. Gladstone chose to put things

was stated in a letter to the Queen (xMay 8): 'In his
judgment there had been two, and only two, vital powers
of commanding efficacy in Ireland, the Land Act, and the
land league

; they had been locked in a combat of life and
death

;
and the cardinal question was which of the two

would wm. From the serious effort to amend the Land Actby the Arrears bill of the nationalists,^ from the speechesmade m support of it, and from information voluntarily
te:,u ,red to the government as to the views of the leaders of
the league, the cabinet believed that those who governed
the land league wer« now conscious of having been defeated

rent

'

°° '^^ "**''' question, that of paying

TnL^v**"! °®r^**'
'?** secretary Mr. Gladstone selectedLord J redenck Cavendish, who was the husband of a niece of

Mrs. Gkdstone a, and one of the most devoted of his friends

i!f T.*"-.
'^^^ 'P*'^ '^^'^ '«' 'h« choice of this

capable and high-minded man, was that Lord Frederick had
fnuned a plan of finance at the treasury for a new scheme
of land purchwe. The two freshly appointed Irirf, ministers
at onoe crossed over to a country seething in disorder. The

» IntroduoMl by Mr. Bedmond.
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afternoon of the fntal «ixtli of \fnew viceroy and Wd Fredrick in I^- ^'"^' ^^ *''« ^"^P-
i>ublin Castle, where sucltlv. ' ^ *''"™ "P^'^'^'^nt i» '^•

hours in saying No to ZI .^'1""'" "^^^"^ unshining
for plausil.J answers I "T/?^' -t,""*"^

'^"^ ''""ting

dreadful a shaJoJo ertrt ' "''/"• ^^^^ ^id sf
on which the two niin It 11/' "" ' "* ^''>- The task

had been preparedTn o'lon T"''
^'"' ^^'^'•'^^''•' ^^'"^^^

Burke, and onl of the iZ" ^'" "»d«—etary. Mr.
rode out to the park abouffi

' f? r*"^"''
^^"^^ «P«neer

followed hin. arhourtter H
''"'' ^'"^'^ ^^^^^^'^^^

Under-Secretary walking, h!! f
"^"^ overtaken by the

on together. 7he?t"f bot"h T^,?"'' "" "'« *-° «*-"ed

ofthevice^alLrdence Th« "^
'"'""^^'"^'^

^" ^-'^'

Lord Frederifk was W^ll h Tf'"' '^'^ "°* ^^"«^ ^^'^

Heems the sport of a desthiv tjl
.^'^^ '*'''* ^'^^^^

The official world of L.17
'" """^'"'•'

in the full rourd'ofit .wr" ^^^^^^

dining at the Austrian emW «„ ! ^^^'^f
«"«« ^ere

Harcourt. and to him Z^' ' ^'^^ ^'« «i«- William

weresent^romlbiTat^^rtfr"'"^ ^'^ ''*°^ *'^-^«
Gladstone had already left «le or """T^' ^'' ^"^ **"'
he walking home to Down nV s7 ^ V' ^'^^ admiralty,

they told her of bad news XL ff* /' ?'" ^^"^"^^^
away. Mr. Gladstone"ZdThoi /"' '"""^ ^^^
her. When his secretlrv in tK Tn ^«^ ™in»te« after

Wible thing that hldTeei" ;,t T':^' ''? ^^ ''^

been felled to the ground Then%K T *" '^ ^" ^***

what solace they could to tL u^^
*'*'*'°'^

**^ ^a*-

«olace would be'so "lely ^^^^^^^^^^^^
home where

ar^^stVlf^I^rrLl^dte'r ''T "^^"« ^^ »* °- ^o

Irish leaded Ire l<lked^u?f "°f**""• ^'^"^ *»»«

taken matters in hanT in th
•

'

""'''* """^" ''^"^ had

. UH . ..
""^^ ^"^' *"^ "I^^^^d plots

' It hart hncn ^r-. -n •_ .
^

occasion he lonJTZJL'^l

H^L*'^'*' •"•""^ta'-.v had passed anddrove forward to overtakl hini The
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Within a stone s throw of the Castle. No worse blow could
have been struck at Mr. ParneU's policy. It has been said

,
that the nineteenth century had seen the course of its history
twenty-five times diverted by actual or attempted crime.m that sinister list the murders in the Phoenix Park have a
tragic place.

qJ«*/^*'^ f ^^^ '"" ^" *^« °»o'°«nt hushed. Sir
StaflFord Northcote wrote a letter of admirable feeling, saying
that if there was any way in which Mr. Gladstone thouRht
they could serve tho government, he would of course letthem know. The Pri.,ce of Wales wrote of his own horror
and indignation at the crime, and of his sympathy with
Mr. Gkdstone in the loss of one who was not only a coUeaeue
of many merits, but a near connection and devoted friend.
With one or two scandalous exceptions, the tone of the
U-nghsh press was sober, sensible, and self-possessed. ' If a
nation,' said a leading journal in Paris, 'should be judged

I A r^..'°
7^''^ '* '^^ "'^ «^^^« occasions, the spectacle

offered by England is calculated to produce a high opinion
of the political character and spirit of the British people.'
1 hmgs of the baser sort were not quite absent, but they did not
matter. An appeal confronted the electors of the North-West
Riding as they went to the poll at a bye-election a few days
later, to 'Vote for

, and avenge the death of LoJd
Fredenck Cavendish I ' They responded by placing 'a

thoCTd ** *^' ^^ °^ '^' ^" ^^ * ""^^^"'^ °^ *^°

The scene in the House had all the air of tragedy, andMr Gladstone summoned courage enough to do his partwith impressive composure. A colleague was doing some
business with him in his room before the solemnity began.When It was over, they resumed it, Mr. Gladstone makingno word of reference to the sombre,interiude, before or after'Went reluctantly to the House,' he says in his diary, 'andby the help of God forced out what was needful on the
question of the adjournment.' His words were not many,when after commemorating the marked qualities of Mr.
Burke, he went on in laboured tones and slow speech andhardly repressed emotion : —
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-«T.7«.

speecli. Nothing could be hpi-t«r oifK«- • * ,.
^

your heart. You have made a mark deeper than any wound.
To Lord Ripon in India, he wrote (June 1) :—
The black act brought indeed a great personal grief to my wife

who ha, been good even beyond what we could have l^d ihave no doubt you have heard in India the echo of wordsTlen

upevn ^h- 'T\:!
^'"' ^ "'^"^ "^« ^' Shetid";:;up even lum if his death were to work ffood tn hi. t^u

Tuis; sf
"*•

"
'•°"'°""' - "« "«"»' '-"xi »X

all f^l i'^r'"* "^- ««' » P™" to Co..em«, read

been a/lml^w mf
England, the national attitude has

l^thtZwe . r"*'
'"^"^ '' "^«^ ^" been, ' Do n"

ladTevefutte::^
Church Bay that no Roman or Florentinelady ever uttered a more heroic thing than was said by thin
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English lady when on first seeing Mr. Gladstone that terrible

midnight she said, ' You did right to send him to Ireland.' *

'The loss of F. Cavendish,' Mr. Gladstone wrote to his

eldest son, 'will ever be to us all as an unhe led wound.'
On the day after the murders Mr. Gladstone received a

note through the same channel by which Mr. Chamberlain
had carried on his communications : ' I am authorised by
Mr. Parnell to state that if Mr. Gladstone considers it

necessary for the maintenance of his [Mr. G.'s] position and
for carrying out his views, that Mr. Parnell should resign his

seat, Mr. Parnell is prepared to do so immediately.' To this

Mr. Gladstone replied (May 7) :—
My duty does not permit me for a moment to entertain Mr.

Parnell's proposal, just conveyed to me by you, that he should if I

think it needful resign his seat; but I am deeply sensible of the

honourable motives by which it has been prompted.

'My opinion is,' said Mr. Gladstone to Lord Granville,

that if Parnell goes, no restraining influence will remain ;

the scale of outrages will be again enlarged ; and no repres-

sive bill can avail to put it down.' Those of the cabinet who
had the best chance of knowing, were convinced that Mr.
Parnell was ' sincerely anxious for the pacification of Ireland.'

The reaction produced by the murders in the Park made
perseverance in a milder policy impossible in face of English
opinion, and parliament eagerly passed the Coercion Act of
1882. I once asked an Irishman of consummate experience
and equitable mind, with no leanings that I know of to

political nationalism, whether the task of any later ruler of

Ireland was comparable to Lord Spencer's. ' Assuredly not,'

he replied : ' in 1882 Ireland seemed to be literally a society
Ml the eve of dissolution. The Invincibles still roved with
knives about the streets of Dublin. Discontent had been
stirred in the ranks of the Royal Irish Constabulary, and a
dangerous mutiny broke out in the metropolitan force.

Over half of the country the demoralisation of every class,

the terro. , the fierce hatred, the universal distrust, had grown
to an incredible pitch. The moral cowardice of what ought

* Uft of Dtrnn Gkmrck, p. 290.
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to have been the governing Class was astounding. The land- chaplords would hold meetings and agree not to go bejond a cert^fn
"^

aUtement and then they would go individually and prS; "-""
offer to the tenant a grater abatement. Ev'en the age^te

^''^^
of the law and the courte were shaken in their duty. The

Aclof iLn r r^' -^ detention under the CoercionAct of 1881 had not improved the moral of magistrates and

^^L 7 w'"*
^°"^'' **'* *^« ^^^'^ S'' 0"* that he was

cZ. LJ* ™
K ^ 'tr^"'

"''^ P™'««« ^"'•P^^ that thecat le had vanished The whole countrywide turned out in^ousands in half the counties in Ireland to attend flaming
meetings, and d a man did not attend, angr^ neighboultrooped up to know the reason why. The dergy hardly

did their b^t to raise it. AH that was what Lord sUncer^d to^deal with; the veiy foundations of the socialTbX

wiriTJ^'"'"^
****'^'^ *^" formidable task before himm^ resolution, minute assiduity, and an inexhaustible storeof that steady^yed patience which is the sovereign requisite

h!nH^r°
^^"^ ''^''^''' ^^'^ ''°«^«'''° °' without, takes inhand the government of Ireland. He was seconded with highabihty and courage by Mr. Trevelyan, the new Irish seci^tary,whose fortitude was subjected to a far sevei^r trial than hiever fallen to the lot of any Irish secretary before or sin

"

It T'Zu^' ^°'^ ^^°^^ ^*^ to administer was at

CVorTt'pr^h '"^ZT
""''^ ^^''^ parliament entrustedMr. Forster the year before was the negation of the spirit oflaw. and the substitution for it of naked and aibitmry

conti-ol over the liberty of the subject by executive powelT-
a system as unconstitutional in theory as it was infatuatedm policy ar.d calamitous in result. Even before the end

rnml'
P"'"^';™«."t'^Mr. Bright frankly told the House of

«on ^?"l88
" °T""

""'''''' *'""^ *»>** the legisla-

wL m! if
^«« ""fortunately a great mistake, though IWM myself a n^eraber of the government concerned in it'
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EGYPT

(,1881-188i)

I F,«, many very ready to say what I ought to hare done when
a bate is over; but I wtah some of these persons would come
and tell me what to do before the batUe. - Wkllikotoh.

Ii. 1877 Mr. Gladstone penned words to which later events
gave an only too striking verification. ' Territorial questions,'
he said, 'are not to be disposed of by arbitrary limits; we^nnot enjoy the luxury of taking Egyptian soil by pinches.We inay seize an Aden and a Perim, where is no ali^ady
formed community of inhabitants, and circumscribe a tract
at will. But our first site in Egypt, be it by larceny or be itby emption, will be the almost certain egg of a North African
empire, that will grow and grow until mother Victoria and
another Albert, titles of the lake-sources of the White Nilecome within our borders; and till we finally join handJ
across the equator with Natal and Cape Town, to say nothing
of the Transvaal and the Orange River on the south, or of
Abyssinia or Zanzibar to be swallowed by way of viaticum onour journey, i It was one of the ironies in which every
active statesman's life abounds, that the author of that fore-
cast should have been fated to take his country over ita fi»t
marches towards this uncoveted destination.

For many months after Mr. Gladstone formed his second
ministry, there was no reason to suppose that the Egyptian
branch of the eastern question, which for ever cwte its

» yintuenth Century, August, 1877; Gleaning,, iv. p. 367.
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n.u,i,te„ negated tb/ gri.™Sct „f !hf ''' '°*. "^

w«y to the mutmeeM, and . situation ,aa created f.»Tenough m M oriental .tale., and not unUk"Z in ot

tbeafflntdci'rS r.f;,tldTTi° '"' '"^"'°'

the .ind of the aoidi:!;:' D^^raSn" lISlflTeT'
"

want either of stem reeolntlon or of politic vision In H?iKhedive mi his n,inis,»r had t«nsfe™d the 2li° of

esTbH.h . ^ t? ^
""* °' <«P'»°»«o endeavoure to re.

di.oX^lgh^'^En^rrZi f1'c^° Tf"^ '"' "^

8P«n« w» *^"{fi»na ana France actively uDon the

anti-Turk. ' ' ^** *»* **« objecth
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In 1879 the two governmenti had insisted on imposing
over Egypt two controllers, with limited functions but irre-

movable. This, as Mr. Gladstone argued later, was to bring
foreign intervention into the heart of the country, and to

establish in the strictest sense a political control.* As a
matter of fact, not then well known, in September 1879
Lord Salisbury had come to a definite understanding with
the French ambassador in London, that the two govern-
ments would not tolerate the establishment in Egypt of

political influence by any competing European Power ; and
what was more important, that they were prepared to take
action to any extent that might be found necessary to give
effect to their views in this respect. The notable acquisition

by Lord Beaconsfield of an interest in the Suez Canal, always
regarded by Mr. Gladstone as a politically ill-advised and
hazardous transaction, had tied the English knot in Egypt
still tighter.

The policy of the Gladstone cabinet was defined in general
words in a despatch from the foreign minister to the British

agent at Cairo. Lord Granville (November 1881) disclaimed
any self-aggrandising designs on the part of either England
or France. He proclaimed the desire of the cabinet to

uphold in Egypt the administrative independence secured to

her by the decrees of the sovereign power on the Bosphorus.
Finally he set forth that the only circumstances likely to

force the government of the Queen to depart from this

course of conduct, would be the occurrence in Egypt of a
state of anarchy.'

Justly averse to a joint occupation of Egypt by England
and France, as the most perilous of all possible courses, the
London cabinet looked to the Sultan as the best instrument
for restoring order. Here they were confrf)nted by two
insurmountable obstacles: first, the steadfast hostility of
France to any form of Turkish intervention, and second, that
strong current of antipathy to the Sultan which had been set

flowing over British opinion in the days of Midlothian.^

1 July 27, 1882.
• Granville and Malet, November 4,

1881.
« Before Midlothian, however, Mr.

Gladstone had in 1877 drawn an im-
portant distinction : ' If I find the
Turk incapable of establishing a good,
just, and well-proportioned govern-
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In December (1881) the pui«ant genius of Gambetta CHAl-.oquirad Hupremacy for a 8ea«,n. and he without delay
"^

presHed upon the British cabinet the nece«ity of prepar- tT^
tLt f"*

»"'»/°"°«di*te action. Oambeti prevailed.
'^•"•

determined on action of their own. The particular modeof common action, however, in caae action should become
necessary, was left entirely open.
Meanwhile the British cabinet was induced to ag«e toGambettaspropo«»l to send instructions to Cairo, aiuring

the Khedive that England and France were closely ^^ociatedm the resove to guard by their united effoks agai^
all causes of complaint, internal or exteiTial, which mightmenace the existing order of things in Egypt. This wa! amemorable sterting-po.nt in what proved an amazing journey.
This Joint NotB (January 6. 1881) was the fi«t liik in^.
chain of proc3edings that brought each of the two govern-ments who were its authors, into the very- position that they
wei-e most strenuously bent on averting; France eventu-
ally ousted he«elf from Egypt, and England was eventually
landed in plenary and permanent occupation. So extra-
ordinary a result only shows how impenetrable were the wind-ing of the labyrinth. The foremost statesmen of Englandand France were in their conning towers, and England at any
rate employed some of the ablest of her agents. Yet eachwas driven out of an appointed courae to an unforeseen
and an unwelcome termination. Circumstances like these
might teach moderation both to the French partisans who
curse the vacillations of M. de Freycinet, and to the English
partisans who, while rejoicing in the ultimate result, curse
the vacillations of the cabinet of Mr. Gladstone, in wisely
striving to unravel a knot instead of at all risks cutting it.

U
The pr«»nt writer described the effect of the Joint Note

in the following words written at the time »: 'At Cairo the
ment over civilised and CJiristian
races, it does not follow that he is
under a similar incapacity when his
task shall only be to hold pmnire
ovei populations wholly or princi-
pally Orientals and Mahomedans.

On this head I do not know that any
verdict of guilty has yet bt-en found
by a competent tribunal.'— /?/»««.
tens, iv, p., ?A4.

Fortnightly Reviete, ,tu\y 1883.
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Note fell like a bombshell. Nobody then had expected any
uoh declaration, and nobody was aware of any reason why
it should have been launched. What was felt was that so
serious a step on such delicate ground could not have been
adopted without deliberate calculation, nor without some
grave intention. The Note was, therefore, taken to mean
that the Sultan was to be thrust still further in the back-

ground ; that the Khedive was to become more plainly the
puppet of England and France ; and that Egypt would sooner
or later in some shape or other be made to share the fate

of Tunis. The general e£Fect was, therefore, mischievous in
the highest degree. The Khedive was encouraged in his

opposition to the sentiments of his Chamber. The military,

national, or popular party was alarmed. The Sultan was
irritated. The other European Powers were made uneasy.
Every element of disturbance was roused into activity.'

It is true that even if no Joint Note had ever been de-
spatched, the prospects of order were unpromising. The
most careful analysis of the various elements of society in
Egypt by those best acquainted at first hand with all those
elements, whether internal or external, whether Egyptian or
European, and with all the roots of antagonism thriving
among them, exhibited no promise of stability. If Egypt
had been a simple case of an oriental government in revolu-
tionary commotion, the ferment might have been left to
work itself out. Unfortunately Egypt, in spite of the maps,
lies in Europe. So far from being a simple case, it was
indescribably entangled, and even the desperate questions
that rise in our minds at the mention of the Balkan pen-
insula, of Armenia, of Constantinople, offer no such complex
of diflSculties as the Egyptian riddle in 1881-2. Tam l\w of
liquidation 1— whatever else we may think of it— ut least

made the policy of Egypt for the Egyptians unworkable.
Yet the British cabinet were not wrong in thinking that
this was no reason for sliding into the competing policy of
Egypt for the English and the French, which would have
been more unworkable still.

England strove manfully to hold the ground that she

> Defining the claims of the European bondholder on revenue.
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tion either by 2Z^^ or .n^lTT' '^"^ '"»«'-•''-

th»t they looked Tt^nJJ- ^^^ "^ ** ""«»» «« «ver;

fcvour.UeZT- t£t tt "fTr'^* "^ 'he Chamber with

Egyptian libertiee; afd JJthe obW, TJJ T^'^^' *>*•»

to strengthen the eii.tin» ^ * °^ **"* •^°»"* Note waa

ontheofhe:;:!;rrc,^rcrrt'.if^ .^*'-^"*'
sort would only serve furTh^. . • « [

««Planations of this

•getlieirdesiZu^nKrr^^ *"*^ """^^ «°«°«-

was honouXanTccJfsi^rnlr ^°'^«~nville
Within the letter of irCa^a Ĥ^T.^hirr^^^^
S^H^hforwl^t^^^^^^ L^

4p^'n'\S^^^^^
French o'ccu^tront whVh W^^^^ ''j** ^"«^-
nothing but danger Ld „i,ctie? o

'° ^""'^^ '*'^
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things that aj )eared likely to interfere both with the Sultan':i

,
tiiniaus and with Egypt's international engagements?
At this critical moment Gambetta fell from power. The

mark that he had set upon western policy in Egypt re-
mained. Good observera on the spot, trained in the great
school of India, thought that even if there were no more
than a chance of working with the national party, the
chance was well worth trying. As the case was put at the
time, 'It is impossible to conceive a situation that more
imperatively called for caution, circumspection, and defer-
ence to the knowledge of observera on the scene, or one
that was actually handled witli greater rashness and huriy.
Gambetta had made up his mind that the military move-
ment was leading to the abyss, and that it must be
peremptorily arrested. It may be that he was right in
supposing that the army, which had first found its power
in the time of Ismail, would go from bad to worse. But
everything turned upon the possibility of pulling up the
army, without arousing other elements more dangerous still.

M. Gambetta's impatient policy was worked out in his own
head without reference to the conditions on the scene, and
the result was what might have been expected.' *

m
The dual control, the system of carrying on the Egyptian

government under the advice of an English and a French
agent, came to an end. The rude administration in the pro-
vinces fell to pieces. The Khedive was helplessly involved
in struggle after struggle with the military insurgents.
The army became as undisputed masters of the govern-
ment, as the Cromwellian army at some moments in our
civil war. Meanwhile the British government, true to Mr.
Gladstone's constant principle, endeavoured to turn the ques-
tion from being purely Anglo-French, into an international
question. The Powers were not unfavourable, but nothing
came of it. Both from Paris and from London somewhat
bewildered suggestions proceeded by way of evading the
central enigma, whether the intervention should be Turkish

» fbrtnightlif Sevme, July 1882.
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This Mr. Gladstone and Lord Granville declined without even

consulting the cabinet, as too violent an infraction, I suppose,

of the cardinal principle of European concert. The Queen,

anxious for an undivided English control at any price, com-

plained that the question was settled without reference to the

cabinet, and here the Queen was clearly not wrong, on doc-

trines of cabinet authority and cabinet responsibility that

were usually held by nobody more strongly than by the prime

minister himself.

Mr. Gladstone and his cabinet fought as hard as they

could, and for good reasons, against single-handed inter-

vention by Great Britain. When they saw that order could

not be re-established without the exercise of force from

without, they insisted that this force should be applied b}' the

Sultan as sovereign of Egypt. They proposed this solution

to the conference, and Lord Dufferin urged it upon the Sultan.

With curious infatuation (repeated a few years later) the

Sultan stood aside. When it became necessary to make
immediate provision for the safety of the Suez Canal,

England proposed to undertake this duty conjointly with

France, and solicited the co-operation of any other Power.

Italy was specially invited to join. Then when the progress

of the rebellion had broken the Khedive's authority and
brought Egypt to anarchy, England invited France and Italy

to act with her in putting the rebellion down. France and
Italy declined. England still urged the Porte to send troops,

insisting only on such conditions as were indispensable to

secure united action. The Porte again held back, and
before it carried out an agreement to sign a military con-

vention, events had moved too fast.^ Thus, by the Sultan's

perversities and the fluctuations of purpose and temper in

France, single-handed intervention was inexorably forced

upon the one Power that had most consistently striven to

avoid it. Bismarck, it is true, judged that Arabi was now
a power to be reckoned with ; the Austrian representatives

used language of like purport; and Freycinet also inclined

to coming to terms with Arabi. The British cabinet had

persuaded themselves that the overthrow of the military

1 Lord Granville to Lord DuSerin. Oct. 6, 1882.
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BOOK The new situation in which England now found herself

,_^ was quickly described by the prime minister to the House
1882, of Commons. On Julv 22, he baid : ' We should not fully

discharge our duty, if we did not endeavour to convert the
present interior state of Egypt from anarchy and conflict

to peace and order. We shall look duri.g the time that
remains to us to the co-operation of the Powers of civilised

Europe, if it be in any case open to us. But if every chance
of obtaining co-operation is exhausted, the work will be
undertaken by the single power of England.' As for the
position of the Powers it may be described in this way.
Germany and Austria were cordial and respectful; France
anxious to retain a completely friendly understanding, but
wanting some equivalent for the inevitable decline of her
power in Egypt; Italy jealous of our renewing close rela-
tions with France; Russia still sore, and on the lookout
for some plausible excuse for getting the Berlin arrange-
ment of 1878 revised in her favour, without getting into
diflficultics with Berlin itself.

France was not unwilling to take joint action with
England for the defence of the canal, but would not join
England in intervention beyond that object. At the same
time Freycinet wished it to be understood that France had
no objection to our advance, if wo decideU to make an
advance. This was more than once repeated. Gambetta
in vehement wrath declared his dread lest the refusal to
co-operate with England should shake an alliance of price-
less value; and lest besides that immense catastrophe, it

should hand over to the possession of England for ever^
territories, rivers, and ports where the French right to
live and trade was as good as hers. The mighty orator
declaimed in vain. Suspicion of the craft of Bismarck was in
France more lively than suspicion of aggressive designs in
the cabinet of Mr. Gladstone, and the Chamber was reminded
how extremely well it would suit Germany that France
should lock up her military force in Tunis yesterday, in
Egypt to-day. Ingenious speakers, pointing to Europe
covered with camps of armed men : pointing to the artful
statesmanship that had pushed Austria into Bosnia and
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Bnght, which turns a white day into a black one. It would not
l)e fair in me to beg an interview. His kindness would make him
reluctant to decline

; but he would come laden with an apprehen-
sion, that I by impetuosity and tenacity should endeavour to over-
bear him. But iiray consider whether you could do it. He would
not have the same fear of your dealings with him. I do not think
you could get a reversal, but perhaps he would give you another
short delay, and at the end of this the sky might be further
settled.

Two days later Mr. Gladstdne and Bright had a long, and
we may be sure that it was an earnest, conversation. The
former of them the same day put his remarks into the shape
of a letter, which the reader may care to have, as a state-
ment of the case for the first act of armed intervention,
which led up by a direct line to the English occupation of
Egypt, Soudan wars, and to some other events from which
the veil is not even yet lifted :—
The act of Tuesday [the bombardment of Alexandria] was a

solemn and painful one, for which I feel myself to be highly
responsible, and it is my earnest desire that we should all view
it now, as we shall wish at the last that we had viewed it.

Subject to this testing rule, I address you as one whom I suppose
not to believe all use whatever of military force to be unlawful;
as one who detests war in general and believes most wars to have'
been sad errors (in which I greatly agree with you), but who in
regard to any particular use of force would look upon it for a
justifying cause, and after it would endeavour to appreciate its
actual effect.

The general situation in Egypt had latterly become one in
which everything was governed by sheer military violence.
Every legitimate authority— the Khedive, the Sultan, the notables,
and the best men of the country, such as Cherif and Sultan
pashas— had been put down, and a situation o{ force had been
created, which could only be met by force. This being so, we had
laboured to the uttermost, almost alone but not without success,
to secure that if force were employed against the violence of
Arabi, it should be force armed with the highest sanction of law

;

Lhat it should be the force of the sovereign, authorised and
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that Arabi is very much more than a rebel. Crimes of the
gravest kind have been committed ; and with most of them
he stands, I fear, in premmptive (that is, unproved) connec-
tion. In truth I must say that, having begun with no
prejudice against him, and with the strong desire that he
should be saved, I am almost driven to the conclusion that
he is a bad man, and that it will not be an injustice if he
goes the road which thousands of his innocent countrymen
through him have trodden.' It is a great mistake to sup-
pose that Mr. (Gladstone was all lenienc; . or that when he
thought ill of men, he stayed either at p^liating words or at
half-measures.

f
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lU)OK deep breath. AdjuHtud to hiii ever vivid relijfious creed,^^ uinid all the turbid buHinetw of the w.irldly eleiiifiits. they
1882. were the sedative and the restorer. Yet liere and always

the last word was Effort. The moods that in less strenuous
natures ended in melancholy, philosophic or poetic, to him
were fresh incentives to redeem the time.
The middle of December 1882 marked his political

jubilee. It was now half a century since he ha<l entere.1
public life, and the youthful graduate from Oxford had
grown to be the foremost man in his country. Yet these
fifty courses of the sun and all the pageant of the world
had in some ways made but little difference in him. In
some ways, it seemed as if time had rolled over him in vain.
He had learned many lessons. He had changed his party,
his horizons were far wider, new social truths had made
their way into his imijressionable mind, he recognised new
social forces. His aims for the church, that he loved as
ardently as he gloried in a powerful and beneficent state, had
undergone a revolution. Since 1866 he had come into
contact with democracy at close quarters; the Bulgarian
campaign and Midlothian lighting up his early faith in lilj-

erty, had inflamed him with new feeling for the voice of the
people. As much as in the early time when he had prayed
to be allowed to go into orders, he was moved by a domi-
nating sense of the common claims and interests of man-
kind. 'The contagion of the world's slow stain' had not
infected him

; the lustre and long continuity of his public
performances still left all his innermost ideals constant and
undimmed.

His fifty years of public life had wrought his early habits
of severe toil, method, exactness, concentration, into cast-
iron. Whether they had sharpened what is called know-
ledge of the world, or taught him insight into men and
skill in discrimin. tion among men, it is hard to say. He
always talked as if he found the world pretty much what he
had expected. Man, he used often to say, is the least com-
prehensible of creatures, and of men the most incompre-
hensible are the politicians. Yet nobody was less of tlie

cynic. As for Weltschmerz, world-weariness, ennui, tedium
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never much his friend, ' he is the government and he is the
liberal party,' and the writer went on to scold Lord Salis-

1882. I'ury for wasting his time in the concoction of angry
epigrams and pungent phrases that were neither new nor
instructive.' They pierced no joint in the mail of the
warrior at whom they were levelled. The nation at large
knew nothing of difficulties at Windsor, nothing of awk-
ward passages in the cabinet, nothing of the trying egotisms
of gentlemen out of the cabinet who insisted that they
ought to be in. Nor would such things have made any
difference except in his favour, if the public had known all

about them. The Duke of Argyll and Lord Lansdowne
had left him

; his Irish policy had cost him his Irish secre-
tary, and his Egyptian policy had cost him Mr. Bright.
They had got into a war, they had been baffled in legisla-
tion, they had to raise the most unpopular of taxes, there
had been the frightful tragedy in Ireland. Yet all seemed
to have been completely overcome in the public mind by
the power of Mr. Gladstone in uniting his friends and
frustrating his foes, and tho more bitterly he was hated by
society, the more warmly attached were the mass of the
people. Anybody who had foreseen all this would have
concluded that the government must be in extremity, but he
went to the Guildhall on the 9th of November 1882, and had
the best possible reception on that famous st^ge. One tory
newspaper felt bound to admit that Mr. Gladstone and his
colleagues had rehabilitated themselves in the public judg-
ment with astounding rapidity, and were now almost as
strong in popular and parliamentary support as when they
first took office.* Another tory print declared Mr. Glad-
stone to be stronger, more popular, more despotic, than at
any time since the policy to carry out which he was placed
in office was discloaed.s The session of 1882 had only been
exceeded in duration by two sessions for fifty years.
The reader has had pictures enough from friendly hands,

80 here is one from a persistent foe, one of the most
brilliant journalists of that time, who listened to him from

> Time», Dec. 8, 1882.
* Staiidard, Nov. 10, 1882.

» Morning Post, Oct. 20, 1882.
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associated my name with the history and destinies of your
,
country. I am not vain enough to think that I have deserved
any of the numerous acknowledgments which I have received,

especially from Greeks, on completing half a century of parlia-

mentary life. Your over-estimate of my deeds ought rather to

humble than to inflate me. But to have laboured within the

measure of justice for the Greece of the future, is one of my
happiest ix)litical recollections, and to have been trained in a partial

knowledge of the Greece of the past has largely contributed to

whatever slender faculties I possess for serving my own country
or my kind. I earnestly thank you for your indulgent judgment
and for your too costly gifts, and I have the honour to remain, etc.

What was deeper to him than statues or caskets was
found in letters from comparative newcomers into the
political arena thanking him not only for his long roll of
public service, but much more for the example and en-
couragement that his life gave to younger men endeavouring
to do something for the public good. To one of these he
wrote (Dec. 15) :—

I thank you most sincerely for your kind and friendly letter.

As regards the prospective part of it, I can assure you that I

should be slow to plead the mere title to retirement which long
labour is supposed to earn. But I have always watched, and
worked according to what I felt to be the measure of my own
mental force. A monitor from within tells me that though I may
still be equal to some portions of my duties, or as little unequal as

heretofore, there are others which I cannot face. I fear therefore

I must keep in view an issue which cannot be evaded.

Ill

As it happened, this volume of testimony to the affection,

gratitude, and admiration thus ready to go out to him from
so many quarters coincided in point of time with one or two
extreme vexations in the conduct of his daily business as

head uf the government. Some of them were aggravated
by the loss of a man whom he regarded as one of his two
or three most important friends. In September 1882 the

Dean of Windsor died, and in his death Mr. Gladstone
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Death of the Sean of Windtor.
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indeed to you both for your constantly renewed kindness, but
1 have another debt to acknowledge in the invaluable assistance
which he afforded me in the discharge of one among the most
important and most delicate of my duties. This '^oid never can be
filled, and it helps me in some degree to feel 'vhat must be the void
to you. Certainly he was happy in the enjoyment of love and
honour from all who knew him

;
yet these were few in comparison

with those whom he so wisely and so warmly served without their
knowing it; and the love and honour paid him, great as they were,
could not be as great as he deserved. His memory is blessed—
may his rest be deep and sweet, and may the memory and example
of him ever help you in your onward pilgrimage.

The same week Dr. Pusey died— a name that filled so
large a space in the religious history of England for some
thirty years of the century. Between Mr. Gladstone and
him < ; old relations of affectionate friendship subsisted
unbro.v' •

, notwithstanding the emancipation, as we may
call it, of the statesman from maxims and principles,
though not, so far as I know, from any of the leading
dogmatic beliefs cherished by the divine. 'I hope,' he
wrote to Philliniore (Sept, 20, 1882), 'to attend Dr. Pusey's
funeral to-morrow at Oxford. ... I shall have another
mournful office to discharge in attending the funeral
of the Dean of Windsor, more mournful than the first.

Dr. Pusey's death is the ingathering of a ripe shock, and
I go to his obsequies in token of deep respect and in
memory of much kindness from him early in my life. But
the death of Dean Wellesley is to my wife and me an
unexpected and very heavy blow, also to me an irreparable
loss. I had honoured and loved him from Eton days.'
The loss of Dean Wellesley's counsels was especially felt

in ecclesiastical appointments, and the greatest of these was
made necessary by the death of the Archbishop of Canter-
bury at the beginning of December. That the prime
minister should regard so sage, conciliatory, and large-
minded a steersman as Dr. Tait with esteem was certain,
and their relations were easy and manly. Still, Tait had
been an active liberal when Mr. Gladstone was a tory, and
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tenets, their paths in the SnVf m"^'?
^''^^''^^ °^ *he new vf

'
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^"-"^
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'^""'''" ^" ^^•^^' ^^^^^
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'^ ^^^^^P
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«aymg, "Ah ! 1 rememb!' V
^''^hbishop's death, by
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a great bishop." '^Vnd so f n ^"fr"'*

"^"^'^ "'"^e him
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B()OK assumed the primacy at so great an age as seventy. Juxon, the

V
^

'j predecessor of Shehlon, was much older; but liis case was altogether

18H2. peculiar. I cannot say how pleasant it would have been to me
personally, but for the barrier I have named, to mark my respect

and aftection for your loi-dship by making to you such a proposal.

What is more important is, that I am directly authorised by her

Majesty to state that this lias been the single impediment to her

conferring the honour, and imposing the burden, upon you of such

an offer.'

The world made free with the honoured name of Church,
tJie Dean of Saint Paul's, and it has constantly been said

that he declined the august preferment to Canterbury on
this occasion. In that story there is no truth. 'Formal
offer,' the Dean hiniSLlf wrote to a friend, 'there was none,

and could not be, for I had already on another occasion

told my mind to Gladstone, and said that reasons of health,

apart from other reasons, made it impossible for me to

think of anything, except a retirement altogether from
office.'

a

When it was rumoured that Mr. Gladstone intended to

recommend Dr. lienson, then liishop of Truro, to the arch-

bishopric, a political supporter came to remonstrate with

him. 'The Bishop of Truro is a strong tory,' he said, 'but

that is not all. He has joined Mr. Raikes's election com-
mittee at Cambridge ; and it was only last week that Raikes

made a violent personal attack -m yourself.' ' Do you know,'

replied Mr. Gladstone, ' you havo just supplied me with

a strong argument in Dr. Benson's favour ? For if he had
been a worldly man or self-seeker, he would not have done
anything so imprudent.' Perhaps we cannot wonder that

whips and wirepullers deemed this to be somewhat over-

ingenious, a Christianity out of season. Even liberals who
took another point of view, still asked themselves how it was

! Bishop Browne writes to a friend he himself, prompted by Bishop
(Li/p, p. 457) :

' Gladstone, I learned Wllberforce, wanted Palmerstou to
both frouihiuiselfand others, searched appoint Sumner (of Winchester)
into all precedents from th6 Com- when he was sevf ity-two. It was
monwealtli to the present day for a when they feared they could not get
primate who began his work at Longley (who was sixty-eight).'
seventy, and found nona but Juxon. - Life and Letters of Dean Church,
Curiously, I have been reading thai p. 307.
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ex«t than the church of England'; and its official orderingWH8 in his eyes not any less, even if it was noUnfini Svmore ,miK,rtant in the highest interests of httSthan the construction of a cabinet or the appointrnZof permanent heads of departments. The chS was atins moment, moreover, in one of those angry and prrluscrises that came of the Elizabethan settfen'ent and hAct of Un form.ty, and the anglican revival forty vears

gflTf the R f

"*'" *'^"^^ *'^^ '"'^^'^ *h« arreSd';:!E ws up CivT "/"
^"^l^"^'-

'^^^ anti-rituriist

and conducrnf r T'*"
""''' ^"'^ ^^'^ '^' conscienceand conduct of the clergy. Harmless but contumaciouspriests were under lock and key It H^^r«.7 T

might follow them, or else as if tL shoekTthe great ^c^anan cat^trophe of the forties might in some few s T;*recur. To recommend an archbishop in times like thesecould to a churchman be no light responsibility.

tl,r >
•'"

.
^"^''*' '" ^'' '""^d' however we mav judgethem, It IS not altogether surprising that in seeking an ecclesi!astical governor for an institution to him the Lst sa redand beloved of all forms of human association, Mr. Gladlneshould have cared very little whether the personag b"

temporals The labour that he now expended on finding the

C IrVh ^"««'«\by voluminous correspondence. DeanChurch, who was perhaps tl,e most freely consulted by theprime minister, says, 'Of one thing I am quite certain thatnever for hundreds of years has so much ..o^t dTsfnTe^^^^^^^^^^^pams been taken to fill the primacy-such inqu Hnd
tr toT'"*''"

followed out to find'the really fiZLan"

tCase!™
'^"^P^""^"*^ -^ P«l^«-1 consideration, as in

Another ecclesiastical vacancy that led to volumes ofcorrespondence was the deanery of Westminster thHear
* Life attd Letters of Dean Church, p. 307
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BOOK before. In the summer of 1881 Dean Stanley died, and it

•

J is interesting to note how easy Mr. (irladstone found it to do

1882. ^^ justice to one for whom as erastlan and latitudinarian he

could in opinion have such moderate approval. In offering

to the Queen his ^cordial sympathy' for the friend whom
she had lost, he told her how early in his own life and earlier

still in the dean's he had opportunities of watching the

development of his powers, for they had both been educated

at a small school near the home of Mr. Gladstone's boyhood.*

He went on to speak of Stanley's boundless generosity and

brilliant gifts, his genial and attaching disposition. ' There

may be,' he said, » and must be much diversity as to parts of

the opinions of Dean Stanley, but he will be long remem-

bered as one who was capable of the deepest and widest love,

and who received it in return.'

Far away from these regions of what he irreverently called

the shovel hat, about this time Carlyle died (Feb. 4, 1881),

a firm sympathiser with Mr. Gladstone in his views of the

unspeakable Turk, but in all else the rather boisterous

preacher of a gospel directly antipathetic. 'Carlyle is at

least a great fact in the literature of his time ; and has con-

tributed largely, in some respects too largely, towards form-

ing its characteristic habits of thought.' So Mr. Gladstone

wrote '*" 1876, in a highly interesting parallel between

Carlyle and Macaulay— both of them honest, he said, both

notwithstanding their honesty partisans ; both of them,

though variously, poets using the vehicle of prose; both

having the power of painting portraits extraordinary for

vividness and strength ; each of them vastly though diversely

powerful in expression, each more powerful in expression

than in thought ; neither of them to be resorted to for

comprehensive disquisition, nor for balanced and impartial

judgments.^ Perhaps it was too early in 1876 to speak of

Carlyle as forming the characteristic habits of thought of

his time, but undoubtedly now when he died, his influence

was beginning to tell heavily against the speculative liberal-

ism that had reigned in England for two generations, with

enormous advantage to the peace, prosperity and power of

» See vol. 1. p. 47. « Gleanings, U. p. 287.
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_j»l..»h

IV
A reconstruction of the ministry had become necessary byhis own abandonment of the exchenup.- v^.

'-essary oy

was tlimio.hf n *. I J ,,
*'.''^"'»^q"ei. l-or one moment itwas thought tliat Lord Hartington might becon.e chancellorleavrng room for Lord Derby at the India oiHce t WDerby was not yet ready to join. In inviting Mr. ChiWers o

«o much a^desire 'to ^l^^^^1;^^TJ:.-:
to g ve the country a much better finance minister t mnmyself -one whose eyes will be always ranging SvanS
ZtSir' *'^

""Y^
^"^ ^' the WL!blishmel'he public service and the laws connected with his officefor the purposes of improvement and of good husbancS;

/

The claim of Sir Charles Dilke to a seat in the cabinethad become in-esistible alike by his good service as undersecretary at the foreign office, and by his position out ofdoors; and as the admission of a radical must be balanced
by a whig-so at least it was judged -Mr. Gladstone
ucceeded in inducing Lord Derby to join, though he had

failed with him not long before, i

abmn/T. ^rr^
objections at court, difficulties aroseabout the distribution of office. Mr. Chamberlain, who hasalways had his full share of the virtues of staunch friend

ship, agreed to give up to Sir C. Dilke his own office, whichhe much hked, and take the duchy, which he did not likea all In acknowledging Mr. Chamberlain's letter (Dec. 14)

Ivoidllt
""''*' \^'"'' '^ ^^"" ^« ^l*d, if I can, to

sp rit!n wvT"^-/-"'
*" ^^J^'^^^ledge the self-sacrificing^nt in which It IS written; and which, I am sure, youwill never see cause to repent or change.' This, however,

» I^rd Derby had refused office i« the previous May.
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B(K)K WM found to be no improvement, for Mr. Chamberlain-*
language about ranHoms to be paid by poswjswors of pro-
perty, the oflfenoe of not toiling and spinning, and the
aervices rendered by courtiers to kings, was not much less
repugnant than rash assertions about the monarch evad-
ing the income-tax. All contention on personal points
was a severe trial to Mr. Gladstone, and any conflict with
the wishes of the Queen tried him most of all. One of his
audiences upon these aflfairs Mr. Gladstone mentions in his
diary

:
' Dec. 11. _ Oflf at 12.45 to Windsor in the frost and

fog. Audience of her Majesty at 8. Most difficult ground,
but aided by her beautiful manners, we got over it Iwlter
than might have been expected.' The dispute was stubborn,
but like all else it came to an end ; colleagues were obliging,
holes and pegs were accommodated, and Lord Derby went
to the colonial office, and Sir C. Dilke to the local govern-
ment board. An officer of the court, who was in all the
secrets and had foreseen all the d, ulties, wrote that the
actual result was due 'to the judicious manner in which Mr.
Gladstone managed everything. He argued in a friendly
way, urging his views with moderation, and appealed to theQueen s sense of courtesy.'

In the course of his correspondence with the Queen, the
prime minister drew her attention (Dec. 18) to the fact thatwhen the cabinet was formed it included three ministers
reputed to belong to the radical section, Mr. Bright, Mr
iorster and Mr. Chamberlain, and of these only the last
remained. The addition of Lord Derby was an additiondrawn from the other wing of the party. Another point
presented itself. The cabinet originally contained eight
commoners and six peers. There were now seven peersand SIX commoners. This made it requisite to add acommoner. As for Mr. Chamberlain, the minister assured
the Queen that though he had not yet, like Mr. Bright
undergone the mollifying influence of age and experi-'
ence, his leanings on foreign policy would be far more
acceptable to her Majesty than those of Mr. Bright, while

^Ll-T T/°*,
''"°"° **^ ^' ''"y ™°^« democratic in

principle. He further expressed his firm opinion (Dec. 2-^)
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deHerted him.

' It is disaLeabL i . n '"l-
"^^i^ of sleep

to Lord GranviUe (Jan Ti^aVV^i^
"^^'"'^^^

oi more importance to tlunk and I^'l ''^ '« «« "^"«h
«o"y to say that the incessant ^trlfJ •^°"*' ^"* ' ««»
and especially the multipiratL '? f.

^'''^'''' °^ ^O'k.
^« overdoing me, and for thj fi^uL

''' ^"°°*^ ^"«««o°».
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">« '««>«,» in tt/s^^ondVr.*^'*"^
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make me neecl higher amurance/ Sir Andrew Clark, * over-

flowing with kindnesM, uh always,* went down to Hawanien

IMS. (Jan* 7), examined, and liiitened to the tale of heavy wakeful

nights. While treating the case as one of temporary an<l

accidental derangement, he instantly forbade a projected

expedition to Midlothian, and urged change of air and sceuu.

This prohibition eased some of the difficulties at Windsor,

where Midlothian was a name of dubious association, and in

announcing to the Queen the abandonment by Dr. Clark'd

orders of the intended journey to the north, Mr. Gladstone

wrote (Jau. 8, 1888):—
In your Majesty's very kind reference on the 6th to his former

visits to Midlothian, and to his own observations on the 24th

April 1880, your Majesty remarked that he had said he did not

then think himself a responsible person. He prays leave to fill up
the outline which these words convey by saying he at that time

(to the best of his recollection) humbly submitted to your Majesty

his admission that he must personally bear the consequences of all

that he had said, and that he thought some things suitable to l)e

said by a person out of office which could not suitably be said by a

person in office ( also that, as is intimated by your Majesty's words,

the responsibilities of the two positions severally were different.

With r'jspect to the political changes named by your Majesty, Mr.

Gladstone considers that the verv safe measure of extending to the

counties the franchise enjoyed by the boroughs stands in all likeli-

hood for early consideration ; but he doubts whether there can be

any serious dealing of a general character with the land laws by

the present parliament, and so far as Scottish disestablishment

is concerned he does not conceive that that question has made
progress during recent years ; and he may state that in making
arrangements recently for his expected visit to Midlothian, he had

received various overtures for deputations on this subject, which
he had been able to put aside.

V
On January 17, along with Mrs. Gladstone, at Charing

Cross he said good-bye to many friends, and at Dover to

Lord Granville, and the following afternoon he found himself

at Cannes, the guest of the Wolvertons at the CliaU-iiii
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mum, as Air. Oladstone here one dav calln i* li^ ^i i
•

to gurdenH that struck him as fairyland Th« I " rtT
paid him kindly attentions a^ Zys „lhld i^r.'

'''"'

tions with the Comte de Paris ardwith\lrr^ ''""*:

with the Duke of Argyll, ti::^:^\'i-^::-;z:^
In the evening he played whist. Home affair h! kTntt;

rr.'-.°"'^r'"'' "" •= -^- "'rutvz-

stone A, for „„ report „f ),i. convention w h the iwh"

He *»5°.r. :
'" ' "'"','«™P<'"«« -" re.s.n,..S mennt •

ne read the 'hnrronr.ng .letniU' of the terrible Mene in Ih-

the Irish government are distinctlv r-inlt t

;t™e°nUo„tfoTt e"t™tr\"
'™"^ '° "'"• ^''

i<"^ the truth. Approvers are, I suppose,
» See Appendix.
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for the most part base, but I do not see liow you could act
^ on a distinction of degree between them. Still, one would

have heard the hiss fn)m the dock with sympathy.'
Lord Granville wrote to him (Jan. 31, 1883) that the

Queen insisted much upon his diminishing the amount of
labour thrown upon him, and expressed her opinion that
his acceptance of a peerage would relieve him of the heavy
strain. Lord Grar, viUe told her that personally he should
be delighted to see him in the Lords, but that he had great
doubts whether Mr. Gladstone would be willing. From
Cannes Mr. (Jladstone replied (Feb. 3):—
As to removal into the House of Lords, I think the reasons

against it of general application are conclusive. At least I cannot
see my way in regard to them. But at any rate it is obvious that
such a step is quite inapplicable to the circumstances created by
the present difficulty. It is really most kind of the Queen to
testify such an interest, and the question is how to answer her.
You would do this better and perhaps more easily than I.

Perhaps he remembered the case of Pulteney and of the
Great Commoner.
He was not without remorse at tlie thought of his col-

leagues in harness while he was lotus-eating. On the day
before the opening of the session he writes, ' I feel dual: I
am at Cannes, and in Downing Street eating my parlia-
mentary dinner.' By February 21 he was able to write to
Lord Granville :—
As regards my health there is no excuse. It has got better and

better as I have stayed on, and is now, I think, on a higher level
than for a long time past. My sleep, for example, is now about as
good as It can be, and far better than it was during the autumn
sittmgs, afle,- which it got so bad. The pleasure I have had in
staymg dews not make an argument at all ; it is a mere expression
or anticipation of my desire to be turned out to grass for good.

At last the end of the holiday came. * I part from Cannes
with a heavy heart,' ho records on Feb. 26 : —

rtead the Iliad, copiously. Off by the 12.30 train. We
exchanged bright sun, splendid views, and a little dust at the
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in Jus most palatial abotle T ,>«i, i u ' ^''a'len'el-Lacour

at the sacl Le of «Xiler.>s .^^^ -'^
excellent company.

*'"''***^ P*'*)^ to dinner;

Jb Lord Granville.

« n,„„„,f„, ,.et„„ZZ I ,7,, : T""""'""' '"«"ili«,..a„d

».«pln„,„., ,„ .heCH.ri"U
''"':',"' "'»». «i«l n,

Kn„la„d, which',. „,; 1* ^ T,
'"""" "^ '"»" '»

Wales:- ' *° *^« ^"nce and PrincesB of

March 30, 1883 OflF at 1 1 in f« a ^ ,

if possible even than h^r^toJf^^wtr^^-f^^^^^^

- - -et. x„ tirziorjzrrH^:^ -
house and place, but woe-begone CnZ *^ "°"^'''*°"' » stately

"f Canterbury, Prince of Wa es and oth
^'*' ^""'"^'-P

//'«^/i^W.,,Law'saccountofCrlTg lS'r% ^^^^^^^
" ' '

'^'^^ "^
"'""'ing. West Newton, evenin.. r ," ^ ^'"^^^" ^''"'•'''''

fro.u the archbishop. The 1W« , T^
''''"^"^ ^'^ «''""""«

Much conversation with the .Z ^ .

"'^ ''"'* "'« 1««««"«-

Hea.1 mnetee„tk cj ^o' r" ^v"'
"•" ''"'^ «f Cambri.lge.

'^^ «.rale's C«/ecAi.„t. Wrote, etc. 2. -Off
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at 11. D. Street 3.16. Wrote to the Queea. Long conversation

, with the archbishop in the train.

Here a short letter or two may find a place :—
To Lady Jesael on her husband's death.

March 30.— Though I am reluctant to intrude upon your sorrow

still so fresh, and while I beg of you on no account to acknowledge

this note, I cannot refrain from writing to assure you not only of

my sympathy with your grief, but of my profound sense of the loss

which the country and its judiciary have sustained by the death of

your distinguished husband. From the time of his first e^*^- nee

into parliament I followed his legal expositions with an i^ it

but fervid admiration, and could not help placing him in the first

rank, a rank held by few, of the many able and powerful lawyers

whom during half a century I have known and heard in parlia-

ment. When I came to know him as a colleague, I found reason

to admire no less sincerely his superiority to considerations of

pecuniary interest, his strong and tenacious sense of the dig-

nity of his office, and his thoroughly frank, resolute, and mauly

character. These few words, if they be a feeble, yet I assure you
are also a genuine, tribute to a memory which I trust will long be

cherished. Earnestly anxious that you may have every consolation

in your heavy bereavement.

To Cardinal Manning.

April 19.— I thank you much for your kind note, though I am
sorry to have given you the trouble of writing it. Both of us have

much to be thankful for in the way of health, but I should have

hoped that your extremely spare living would have saved you

from the action of anything like gouty tendencies. As for myself,

I can in no way understand how it is that for a full half century

I have been permitted and enabled to resist a pressure of,special

liabilities attaching to my path of life, to which so many have

given way. I am left as a solitary, surviving all his compeers.

But I trust it may not be long ere I escape into some position

better suited to declining years.

To Sir W. V. ffareourt.

April 27.—A separate line to thank you for your more than

kind words about my rather Alexandrine speech last night ; as to
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iud^ial faeult, for the „.o.ent. ^Buf^^^Tnr^nothing from my giateful acknowledgment.

An application wa« made to Jum on behalf of a memberof he opposite party for a political pension, and here^^1reply, to which it may be added that ten yelrs later he hadcome rather strongly . the view th«/.
Y«/'^[er he had

ing to carry out km view h, the reraiir J^L
^"

bestowal was within his reach.
*

Politieal Pensions.
July ^im. -You are probably aware that during the fiffvyears which have passed since the system of poh^af and ctj

Pensions was essentially remodelled, no political'pension ha. ^engranted by any mmister except to one of those with wW hestood on terms of general confidence and co-operation iT tneedless to refer to older practice.
'

This is not to be accounted for by the fact that after meetinghe just claims of political adherents, there has been nothTng leff

of the first class has usually been full, it has not been so withpolitical pensions of the other classes, which have, Ith nk ra" ^

le^anv be t f
^7"" *"'' °"' '' *"^^^« P^'^"-- ^^ich maylegally be conferred, only seven have been actually given if I

been due to the absence of cases entitled to consideration andlam quite certain that it is not to be accounted foTtXtare commonly termed party motives. It was obvious to mJth^' I

aboverp."m'
''"'" ''"''^*''" (^ "^ 'P^^ «"» the Affirmation blU). See
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^_^ ingly pursued by my predecessors of all parties, without satisfying

1883. rayself that a new form of proceeding would be reasonable and
safe. The examination of private circumstances, such as I consider
the Act to require, is from its own nature difficult and invidious:
but the examination of competing cases in the ex-official corps is
a function that could not, I think, be discharged with the neces-
sary combination of free responsible action, and of exemption
from offence and suspicion. Such cases plainly may occur.*

To H.R.H. the Prince of Wales.

Jugust 14th.~I am much shocked at an omission which I
made last night in failing to ask your royal Highness's leave to
be the first to quit Lord Alcester's agreeable party, in order that
I might attend to my duties in the House of Commons. In ray
early days not only did the whole company remain united, if a
member of the royal family were present, until the exalted per-
sonage had departed; but I well recollect the application of the
same rule in the case of the Archbishop (Howley) of Canterbury.
I am sorry to say that I reached the House of Commons in time to
hear some outrageous speeches from the ultra Irish members. I
will not say that t'hey were meant to encourage crime, but they
tended directly to teach the Irish people to withhold their con-
fidence from the law and its administrators; and they seemed to
exhibit Lord Spencer as the enemy to the mass of the community— a sad and disgraceful fact, though I need not qualify what I
told your royal Highness, that they had for some time past not
been guilty of obstruction.

Even in pieces that were in their nature more or less
official, he touched the occasions of life by a note that was
not merely official, or was official in its best form. To Mrs.
Garfield he wrote (July 21, 1881) :—
You will, I am sure, excuse me, though a personal stranger, for

addressing you by letter, to convey to you the assurance of my

cfthinl? %^^Ii »'?'*' ^ ^^ f<^^\tb^ had suffered an unpleasant experiencecabinet It might be wise enough to in another case, of the relationsgrant It, as It would please the public, brouRht about by the refusa of adisplease the tories and widen the political pens on after inS' as t^breach between the fourth party and the accurkcy of the n "arv stote^their front bench. Mr. Gladstone ment as to the applfc. eed foTft
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J&r. 74.
first instance ofsyZX^ud aftT T '"''^ '""°«« ^" *^«

almost comparabfeTdiCt / '^^ °^^"^ ""'^ thankfulness,

potions of^.e ^t ntrrj^icT^t^' " ''' '''^^
Individually I have let m« »

""^ appointed head.

in the sentiLntl^lSrv^p^rsstdl^B'.'t "^ ^"" ^^-
l»ave been prompted and quickened la. ^ -

"'"°°- ^^'^
think is the ever-growing rn'o?^" "''* ' ^^"*"" *°

and affection betweerthe tT ™°"^ "^"^ ""*"^ ^^^P^c*

which f...yea7rveJt
''°"°*"««. ^d of a relationship

of union ^JZnrZT'r^T "''''' '^'-'''^ ^-'

strength from a collfdlS^T thr 'T.'""^'
'^^ *'^^'

hasmarkedthepersonalconTcro
;hePres?dTt'f "T"'^"'yet wholly lost the caoa^ifv „f .
"'^^'^'''^«°t, for we have not

ChristianLthandrryt^ J^^^^
-ample of

been made complete bvL! exemplary picture has

j=«cM., ,..„:r: s.fri :r. 5:r:rut-r-^
directly addressing you.

"^^^ ^*"«« ^ a™

Under all the conventional solemnities in Mr ruA .on such occasions wp a,.«.

^""""les in Mr. Crladstone

that they were inreal ZL ^u '^ " ^^"''^^^ f««««g

chances and changes. ' ''^^ *° ''^'"^'^ "^« -^ *" i^
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COLLEAGUES— NORTHEBN CRUISE— KGYPT

(1883)

Parran faTille tlella sua virtute

In non curar d'argento n6 d'affannl.

— Paradise, xvii. 83.

Sparks of his worth shall show in the little heed he gives either to

riches or to heavy toils.

The session of 1883 was marked by one legislative per-
formance of the first order, the bill devised against corrupt
practices at elections. This invaluable measure was worked
through the House of Commojis mainly by Sir Henry James,
the attorney general, whose skill and temper in a business
that was made none the easier by the fact of every man in the
House supposing himself to understand the subject, excited
Mr. Gladstone's cordial admiration; it strengthened that
peculiarly warm regard in which he held Sir Henry, not
only now but even when the evil days of political severance
came. The prime minister, though assiduous, as he always
was, in the discharge of those routine and secondary duties
which can never be neglected without damage to the House,
had, for the first session in his career as head of » govern-
ment, no burden in the shaping of a great bill. He insisted, in
spite of some opposition in the cabinet, on accepting a motion
pledging parliament to economy (April 3). In a debate on
the Congo, he was taken by some to have gone near to
giving up the treaty-making power of the crown. He had
to face more than one of those emergencies that were
naturally common for the leader of a party with a zealous
radical wing represented in his cabinet, and in some
measure these occasions beset Mr. Gladstone from 1860

110
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and l,is activityTj '^' ^ imprudent sfseohe., J'"- ,

held a grand cel«b™.i„„ (j1 u'TZ T Tc^lanuiversary of Mr Brit-hf, ,.„, . .

'""ntj-flflh

then leafn^d tha.;Zirr^lW r ''""" ""'-' "'«'

sultPd Mr ri I / ,
^'^" *° account. IJe con-

:xtl'tS t Ti^^^^^"^ -^ved a repi, thai

of the sister art of rhftorTc:^?
"^««"vement displays

To Mr. Bright.

June 15, 1883._ I have received your note anri T „,« *. ,

M ehe,. xh,s I ,h,„k can hardly be a breach of privilege even ineases where It may be disputable or untrae
""S" «'en ,n

ranTetbroken?"
'"'" '""^ "" '-bels' whose oath of alie.

tt-r,! .r ,?^
«»"«iation with the enemies of ,h, ccntrv

-ouldheSow: IcL'T:"^
<"> Are they allegations Which

tl.nf ti,. ,
^ suppose you would agree with me

Ll.H ? "^' ^"* **>^ ^P^^l^^^ ^ould have to sav ifcalled upon, whether they were allowable in debate. M^ irjeL
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sion is that he would say no; and I think you would not wish to
use elsewhere expressions that you could not repeat in the House
of Commons.

The Speaker has a jotting in his diary which may end
this case of a great man's excess:—
June 18. -Exciting sitting. Bright's language about Irish rebels.

Certainly his language was very strong and quite inadmissible if
spoken withm the House. In conversation witli Northcote I
deprecated the taking notice of language outside the House,
though I could not deny that the House, if it thought fit, might
regard the words as a breach of privilege. But Northcote was no
doubt urged by his friends.

Mr. Chamberlain's was a heavier business, and led to
much correspondsnce and difficult conversation in high
places. A little of it, containing general principles, will
probably suffice here:—

To Sir Henry Pontonhy.

June 22.— Re Chamberlain's speech. I am sorry to say I had
not read the report until I was warned by your letters to
Granville and to Hamilton, for my sight does not allow me
to read 'largely the small type of newspapers. I have now
read it, and I must at once say with deep regret. We had done
our best to keep the Bright celebration in harmony with the
general tone of opinion by the mission which Granville kindly
undertook. I am the more sorry about this speech, because Cham-
berlain has this year in parliament shown both tact and talent in
the management of questions not polemical, such as the bankruptcy
bill. The speech is open to exception from three points of view,
as I think -first in relation to Bright, secondly in relatjon to the
cabinet, thirdly and most especially in relation to the crown, to
which the speech did not indicate the consciousness of ^is holding
any special relation.

June 26.— It appeared to me in considering the case of Mr. Cham-
berlain's Ppeech that by far the best correction would be found, if a
natural opportunity should offer, in a speech differently coloured
from himself. I found also that he was engaged to preside on
Saturday next at the dinner of the Cobden Club. I addressed my-
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tt. ton. and colour gi™„ ,„ th, ,f2h
"'°°'"'' """

J. ,
^ '"W* Onmmlte.

laat nU fat';;/ ^0:^1^^^^'"'^^'''^^^°'
wrong in understanding the sneech ^Tu ".' " ^ "»^* "^

out stint that in a cabinet 0^0!
""'

" "« '''^"»t« ^ith-

b«t he seen^s to d^t unlZTrr^ "^ "*'^ " *° -«-.
should be as far as rLlZ T ^'^''^ °^ 'P'^^- ^ow I

stances speech Z^ZZ'^^J^ClV'' ^f'
^" ^^'^-

action is tied do,T.. But I thl thr. r"''
^'"^^^ *° ""^^'^

to say the honour anc inteJitv of
^^""''^ '^^

*"*^°"*J^' °ot
liberty of speaking b^ylnd Th„ T"'"'"''''

"'^'''^ *»•-* ^^e

sparingly, reluctJl. LTwhh T ''""'' ^ ^^^-^^
Whereas Chamberlain's alZl " "'^'"'^ «"^ ^«s"ve.

gratuitously, and wft^aC I'e^eT'
""^'^'^ ^* ^"««^^'

that he was not an individuT h!.
°1''*=°»°'««° of the fact

claim made last nightt trty^;
"^"^^^ °^ ^ ^«^y- And the

practical illustration afforS theT T* "^ '^"^ ^*^ '^-

evidently now stands as nlsfanc aT^^ ''"°""^' ^^^"'^

the mode in which liberty o ste -'is k
""™' ''^^**"''^' "^

tation of action • ^ " " *° ^ reconciled with limi-

Iih^^t;:r:i:~r---^-inmindthatthe
another, and that while one 1 T ' ""^ ^^'' ^ '^^^^'^ in

though it does notTfa? enouTT ' "^^"* *^'«—

'

say I St ,port this measure tho^.'T ^"" ""^ ^^^^ ^« ^^-^""7
Argyll agreed t "r^;*'^ ^^ *°« ^- For example^

> Bv »n n^H ,

JJ^turbance Compensation bill in 1880

alone^t^Jp^^.rfi'S^^^^^^S^ anKS^S ""^'""'""^

VOL. Ill—

I



114 OOLLBAOUI

^'

1883.

mainly out of regard to hia colleagues and their authority. What
if he had used in the House of Lords language liJie that I have
just supposed ? Every extravagance of this kind put* weapons
into the hands of opponents, and weakens the authority of gov-
ernment, which is hardly ever too strong, and is often too weak
already.

In a letter written some years before when he was leader
of the House, Mr. Gladstone on the subject of the internal
discipline of a ministerial corps told one, who was at that
time and now his colleague, a little story :—
As the subject is one of interest, perhaps you will let me

mention the incident which first obliged me to reflect upon it.

Nearly thirty years ago, my leader, Sir R. Peel, agreed in the
Irish Tithes bills to give 26 per cent, of the tithe to the landlord
in return for that 'Commutation.' Thinking this too much (you
see that twist was then already in me), I happened to say so in a
private letter to an Irish clergyman. Very shortly after I had a
note from Peel, which inclosed one from Shaw, his head man in

Ireland, complaining of my letter as making his work impossible
if such things were allowed to go on. Sir R. Peel indorsed the
remonstrance, and I had to sing small. The discipline was very
tight in those days (and we were in opposition, not in govern-
ment). But it worked well on the whole, and I must say it was
accompanied on Sir R. Peel's part with a most rigid regard to
rights of all kinds within the official or quasi-official corps, which
has somewhat declined in more recent times.

A minister had made some reference in a public speech to
what happened in the cabinet of which he was a member.
I am sure it cannot have occurred to you,' ^T. Gladstone
wrote, 'that the cabinet is the operative part of the privy
council, that the privy councillor's oath is applicable to its

proceedings, that this is a very high obligation, and that no
one can dispense with it except the Queen. I may add that
I believe no one is entitled even to make a note of the pro-
ceedings except the prime minister, who has to report its

proceedings on every occasion of its meeting to the Queen,
and who must by a few scraps assist his memory.'
By the end of the session, although its labours had not
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twen on the level of either 1881 or 1882. M. m j-omewhat .trained. On Au/oo hi If' ^'' ,?^«»*tone wa. CHAP.
at Hawarden:

' Yesterday fr/l I 17 ^u^"-®'*^*""" vZ!i>
i»g to get out »oon and write v!i ,

?^'*** *''* """»«
»«>I>^

told me NurthcoteZZ^ to ral '?j'^^" "'« «P«»ker
^'^ '*'

priation bill, and I had to wait Sten* !f*.K
°" ''^^ ^^P^^

more than an hour, which tS ' """^ *''"" *° »P««t for

weak after sitting tUl 2 80 ,h ""W^^ deal, finding me
net in the intervl Ro^gl^rituT '"' ' ^°°^'*'^-

wal^^htrt^;^^^^^^ he
bin.. Three letter, to treS teS tt""".

""'^ * '^"^^ **>

glimpse of court punctilio _ *''^ «tory, and give a

1- to offer his hulnblea^ Jortt h/
"^"^ *'*^"*^' -'^

Majesty the .sual gracirus ^mis!! L^^
'^^^'^^ ^'"'^ ^-^

a foreign si e. Ke embarkeTrthe ^^h
""'"« '°"* °»

Castles Companv under the auspilo Sr ^^ ',?""" °' ^^«
no n^ore ambitious expectation tCthat off ''"""' "^^'^

Western Isles. But the extr^lT ,

*''""* ^"'O"^ the
very fine ship (the P^^:T^lrimtT LV""'

''' °^ *
the water, rendering her in nTlT. ' '^^^ ''** '°°») ''^

weather, encouraged his fellow-voyars" ^^ j^'^^P^ndent of
a most indifferent sailor to elten/fv.

''''° himself, though
now on the Korth Sea 11"^^ ^Chrir '"V'^

^^^^^' "
from whence it is proposed L Z. -^

'*°'^'* in Norway,

Pectation, however of^ . .
^^P^^^hagen, with the ex'

of next week, m; G^!:TZ """*"' ^°'^ '"^ *^« ->ddle

-stances, hiso.^X^^Lr "^*' ^^^ *^^-

r--~hi:^^^^^^^^^^^^ e,cellent sailor,

the Atlantic at the point not shT^' T'*'
' '^^^^ -" ^«>-

Sea has on the whole^behterL^'tei: ' ^ *'' ^*°™^ ^°^
be-setting liabilities to storm and fog

"^
"*'" ^ '^^^^ '*« <-<>
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TOOK Ship' Pembroke Ccutk,' Mouth o/th«Tkam«: Sept. 20, Ifm.—
<,^_^ Mr. Gladstone with his humble duty reports to your Majesty his

1883. t«t^a thin evening from Copenhagen to London. The passage
was very rapid, and the weather favourable. He had the
honour, with his wife and daughter and other companions of hi»
voyage, to receive an invitation to dine at Fredensborg on Mon-
day. He found there the entire circle of illustrious personages who
have Iwen gathe»ed for some time in a family i>arty, with a very
few exceptions. The singularly domestic character of this remark-
able assemblage, and the affectionate intimacy which appeared to
pervade it, made an impression upon him not less deep than
the demeanour of all its members, which was so kindly and so
simple, that even the word condescending could hardly be applied
to it. Nor must Mr. Gladstone allow himself to omit another
striking feature of the remarkable picture, in the unrestrained and
unbounded happiness of the royal children, nineteen in number,
who appeared like a single family reared under a single roof.

[The royal party, forty in number, visit the ship.]

The Einperor of Russia proposed the health of your Majesty.
Mr. Gladstone by arrangement with your Majesty's minister at
this court, Mr. Vivian, proposed the health of the King and
Queen of Denmark, and the Emperor and Empress of Russia,
and the King and Queen of the Hellenes. The King of Den-
mark did Mr. Glatlstone the honour to propose his health; and
Mr. Gladstone in acknowledging this toast, thought he could not
do otherwise, though no speeches had been made, than express
the friendly feeling of Great Britain towards Denmark, and the
satisfaction with which the British people recognised the tie of
race which unites them with the inhabitants of the Scandinavian
countries. Perhaps the most vigorous and remarkable portion of
the British nation had, Mr. Gladstone said, been drawn from
these countries. After luncheon, the senior imperial and royal
personages crowded together into a small cabin on the deck to
hear Mr. Tennyson read two of his poems, several of the younger
branches clustering round the doors. Between 2 and 3, the illus-

trious party left the Pembroke Castle, and in the midst of an
animated scene, went on board the T-'iog of Denmark's yacht,
which steamed towards Elsinore.
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Mr. OJad.tone wa» «,„ch pleawd to obwrre th.» .. „of R««.a appeared to 1« entirely rela^^'*^*
''** ^""P*"" CHAP.

pres8ureof his anxieties supposed to ITT *^' »n"nediate V"-

The Empress of Russia h'str^ , T """"' "P«» »"« '""'d. ^T"^
onthis,.„doueve,,rcX':f;7-^^^^^^

' "•«.«. the Princess of Wales.

»>ti. 'giving him full credTt fl^^ir' "'T'''
^*"'" °' "-

when he decided, as yo^M^ ^b^r"'
'*"*^''^' ** *''•' «»«'

«..«e to Norway and Denmari
^ "' *" '^^^'''^ ^^ '"'ent

scenery of Norway. But he i» 7 ^"* """^ P*''"''*'

-quiescedinthep.c^(,hichortw:;'::^M '" '^^'"^
to spend a day at Copenhagen, where hTh

' ^'^""y""")

associations of literacy inW f ' I
^P^"" '° ^*^« '•^'"e

pected invitation to dine with tl!« J """^ """""P*"^ »» »n«^-
^or having promoted the e,l:L?Z^^^^^
communicated to him, that a visit of /h- if'

"*'''"" """J^t^-'Hy
Pemtn-oke CaUU should be arrlg d Mr mi"!'""''

'''''' *° ^''^

to have foreseen all these thZ v^^.
^'''^*""« ^^^''t P™bably

tion put upon his act abroad mT"n!! .
'''^'*"* *° *^^ "°"»*^"«-

to have foreseen that. inToltr es Itral^S^^^^^"/^personal meetings, which are ,,nlf ,

' ,"***^ *« "ore important

interests of genera pel' h" mo ' *!
"^ ''"'"^'^ *« "^ ^^''^ '« the

tact with the BovereZ at Frerr'"'""P""'«'^'*«*«'i un-
suspected of a mischS^^ou^ de^. nf T'^

"^^ ^^^onnoe,, or

solation in finding that in Vr,^' ^ ' ^°*«^«r» some con-

appears to have be'en confild ,^^^^^^^
"'
'T'

^"^'^ * «-P--
of which has ever found (so^ J.?

'''""'"'^ ^°"'°^^«' "-^her
anything but guilt and folly

" *" ^' '« *^"«) in any act of his

^^rr^zz;::t-T''^ ''-^-^^'^ ^^-^ ^'•
tion of a sentence addled ^ThrtoTr 'T ''''^'^
s"'«ly respecting Bulgaria^ tW '°^ °^ *^« ««"«"««
silence in regard'to Xtff^^ ."" ^" ^" ^-«^« - absolute

^n proposing at Kirtwall the health of the poet .ho was
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IJOOK his fellow-guest on the cruise, Mr. Gladstone let fall a hint

^ ,
'

' — a significant and perhajw a just one— on the comparative

1884. place of politics and letters, the difference between the
statesman and orator and the poet. ' Mr. Tennyson's life

and labour,' he said, ' correspond in point of time as nearly
as possible to my own ; but he has worked in a higher field,

and his work will be more durable. We public men play
a part which places us much in view of our countrymen,
but the words which we speak have wings and fly away and
disappear. . , . But the Poet Laureate has written his own
song on the hearts of his countrymen that can never die.'

Ill

It was said in 1884 that the organisation of Egypt was a
subject, whether regarded from the English or the European
point of view, that was probably more complicated and more
fraught with possible dangei-s in the future, than any ques-
tion of foreign policy with which England had had to deal
for the last fifty years or more.

The argumi'iits against prolonged English occupation Avere
tolerably clear. It would freeze all cordiality between our-
selves and the French. It would make us a Mediterranean
military power. In case of war, the necessity of holding
Egypt would weaken us. In diplomacy it would expose
fresh surface to new and hostile combinations. Yet, giving
their full weight to every one of these considerations, a
British statesman was confronted by one of those intractable
dilemmas that make up the material of a good half of
human history. The Khedive could not stand by himself.
The Turk would not, and ought not to be endured for his
protector. Some other European power would step in and
block the English road. Would common prudence in such
a case suffer England to acquiesce and stand aside? Did
not subsisting obligations also confirm the precepts of pol-
icy and self-interest? In many minds this reasoning was
clenched and clamped by the sacrifices that England had
made when she took, and took alone, the initial military
step.

Egyptian affaire were one of the heaviest loads that
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P"'"''"" "^ "^'*«"'

j"st claims of the Khedive lo "^"'•^«••^«"««•
(=-') The

tion to extend the re8iK>nsil,ilitie8 of I.

^^ I"«>'NIH>«i-
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'''

months were passed in «„„., ^'^^'i''' "'"' many
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iJ^^Mr «;:f:ff

• ^^'hy did
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iflT. 76.
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objections, it would undeniablj- have been a flagrant breach

, of solemn international engagements. The cabinet was
pledged up to the lips to withdrawal, and when Lord
Ilartington talked to the House of Commons of the last

British soldier quitting Egypt in a few months, nobody ever
doubted then or since that he was declaring the sincere

intention of the cabinet. Nor was any doubt possible that
the intention of the cabinet entirely coincided at that time
with the opinion and wishes of the general public. The
operations in Egypt had not been popular,^ and the national

temper was still as hostile to all expansion as when it cast

out Lord Beaconsfleld. Withdrawal, however, was beset with
inextricable difficulties. Either withdrawal or annexation
would have simplified the position and brought its own
advantages. Neither was possible. The British govern-
ment after Tel-el-Kebir vainly strove to steer a course that

would combine the advantages of both. Say what they
would, military occupation was taken to make them re-

sponsible for everything that happened in Egypt. This
encouraged the view that they should give orders to Egypt,
and make Egypt obey. But then direct and continuous
interfeience with the Egyptian administration was advance
in a path that could only end in annexation. To govern
Egypt from London through a native ministry, was in fact

nothing but annexation, and annexation in its clumsiest

and most troublesome shape. Such a policy was least of

all to be reconciled with the avowed policy of withdrawal.
To treat native ministers as mere ciphers and puppets,

and then to hope to leave them at the end with authority

enough to govern the country by themselves, was pure
delusion.

So much for our relations with Egypt internally. Then
came Europe and the Powers, and the regulation of a
financial situation of indescribable complexity. ' I some-
times lear,' Mr. Gladstone wrote to Lord Granville (Dec. 8,

1 Many indications o! this could went to make speeclies at Liverpool,
be cited, if there were room. A and had to report on returning to
parade of the victors of Tel-el-Kebir town that references to Egypt fell
through the streets of London stirred altogether flat,

little excitement. Two ministers
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Two months before he ha^L ,
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^^^"^"^^ °^
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'"'"' "°*'"' *•*
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''^ """^' ^" ^"-

that we are respons ble for al t^ / ""?" "' ^^'^^
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Powers, or the mission of Lord Nnrth^ f t ^"™Pea°
colleague, Mr. Gladstone 1,7 /
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(Aug. 29; 1884) :_°' ""'^'^ °" '^' «^« ^^ his departure

of your misLn. But thetSa"
""*^' "^ '^ '"P^^*-' j'^^^-
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' """l""

"'^^^'^" ^" *^-^
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-t unfairly be called an impossible task audSf""' "^^
no man can successfully contend Rnf

"" "°P°««ihle

whatever is possible you wHl th ""T "^'" ''*'«^'''i ^^at

Perienc, «.uLss, .eXe:l:tr:;ntdr ^"^^"' ^
tions from the nature of the case nuZ 1 ^

"' "^P"'*^
assured, they will not be thl 1= / ^ moderate; but be

go with you
^"'^^^^'^^^^'^^f our gratitude. All good

en^;'d fhrpr;::'^^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^- ^^^ it cam.
could not be carriedTuX WhT.t T"'^"'''""'

'^"^ ^^

-hedipwtieri:itfn;;:f7ktt.--j
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BOOK merit with France about the Suez Canal came to nothing.

>.

'
J A conference upon finance came to nothing. Bismarck was

1884, out of humour with England, partly from hia dislike of

certain exalted English personages and influences at his own
court, partly because it suited him that France and England
should be bad friends, partly because, as he complained,

whenever he tried to found a colony, we closed in upon him.

He preached a sermon on do ut dea, and while scouting the

idea of any real differences with this country, he hinted

that if we could not accommodate him in colonial questions,

he might not find it in his power to accommodate us in

European questions. Mr. Gladstone declared for treating

every German claim in an equitable spirit, but said we had
our own colonial communities to consider.

In March 1885, after negotiations that threatened to be

endless, the London Convention was signed and the riddle

of the financial sphinx was solved. This made possible the

coming years of beneficent reform. The wonder is, says a
competent observer, how in view of the indifference of most
of the Powers to the welfare of Egypt and the bitter annoy-
ance of France at our position in that country, the English
government ever succeeded in inducing all the parties con-

cerned to agree to so reasonable an arrangement.^

Meanwhile, as we shall see all too soon, the question of

Egypt proper, as it was then called, had brought up the

question of the Soudan, and with it an incident that made
what Mr, Gladstone called 'the blackest day since the

Phoenix Park.' In 1884 the government still seemed pros-

perous. The ordinary human tendency to croak never dies,

especially in the politics of party. Men talked of humilia-

tion abroad, ruin at home, agricultural interests doomed,
trade at a standstill— calamities all obviously due to a

government without spirit, and a majority with no independ-

ence. But then humiliation, to be sure, only meant jealousy

in other countries because we declined to put ourselves in

the wrong, and to be hoodwinked into unwise alliances.

Ruin only meant reform without revolution. Doom meant
an inappreciable falling off in the vast volume of our trade.

» Milner'8 England in Egypt, p. 186.
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and most insignificant among its members.' Forty years

before he told the provost of Oriel, ' Tlie forms of parliament

are little more than a mature expression of the principles of

justice in their application to the proceedings of deliberative

bodies, having it for theii- object to secure freedom and
reflection, and well fitted to attain that object.' These high

ideals had been gradually lowered, for Mr. Parnell had found

out that the rules which had for their object the security of

freedom and reflection, could be still more effectually wrested

to objects the very opposite.

In Mr. Gladstone's first session (1833) 395 members (the

speaker excluded) spoke, and the total number of speeches

was 5765. Fifty years later, in the session of 1883, the total

number of speeches had risen to 21,160. The remedies pro-

posed from time to time in this parliament by Mr. Gladstone

were various, and were the occasion of many fierce and
stubborn conflicts. But the subject is in the highest degree

technical, and only intelligible to those who, as Mr. Gladstone

said, 'pass their lives within the walls of parliament'—
perhaps not by any means to all even of them. His papers

contain nothing of interest or novelty upon the question

either of devolution or of the compulsory stoppage of debate.

We may as well, therefore, leave it alone, only observing that

the necessity for the closure was probably the most unpalat-

able of all the changes forced on Mr. Gladstone by change
in social and political circumstance. To leave the subject

alone is not to ignore its extreme importance, either in the

effect of revolution in procedure upon the character of the

House, and its power of despatching and controlling national

business ; or as an indication that the old order was yielding

in the political sphere as everywhere else to the conditions

of a new time.

n
The question of extending to householders in the country

the franchise that in 1867 had been conferred on house-

holders in boroughs, had been first pressed with eloquence

and resolution by Mr. Trevelyan. In 1876 he introduced two
resolutions, one for extended franchise, the other for a new



COUNTY FRANCHI8K
125

pi- wi.h„„f the r:°ix I -Eh^
"'""""' '° «-

proposals in principle suoh «.T ^ ^ government of
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^'^''"^* ^^'^^ l^-k. Mr. Glad,

that the hour had slk tlf^" ?! T"*'*^^^
«^-«' '^'^

was framed. Nev r «ltl' Mr r . !?
^°"°"^^' ""'^ '^^'^ l^i^^
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®*

' ^° innocent in

from no LT pH^c pi if "^T '^"""^"^ ^"'^ «P-«^
truly contendedXtl^^exiremVof'r^'^*^'^^^^ ^"'^ ™°«*
and avoided severa poin «

X^^ for opponents,

friends. So likewise hi I i

'"^'"'^^ attractions for
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gate constituency of the United Kingdom taken at 3,000,000 it

will add 2,000,000 more, nearly twice as much as was added

since 1867, and more than four times as much as was added in

1832.

The bill waa read a second time (April 7) by the over-

whelming majority of 840 against 210. Even those who
most disliked the measure admitted that a majority of this

size could not be made light of, though they went on in

charity to say that it did not represent the honest opinion
of those who composed it. It was in fact, as such persons
argued, the strongest proof of the degradation brouglit into

our politics by the Act of 1867. ' All the bribes of Dauby or

of Walpole or of Pelham,' cried one excited critic, » all the

bullying of the Tudors, all the lobbying of George iir., would
have been powerless to secure it in the most corrupt or the

most servile days of the ancient House of Commons.'*
On the third reading the opposition disappeared from the

House, and on Mr. Gladstone's prompt initiative it was
placed on record in the journals that the bill had been
carried by a unanimous verdict. It went to the Lords, and
by a majority, first of 59 and then of 60, they put what Mr.
Gladstone mildly called ' an effectual stoppage on the bill, or
in other words did practically reject it.' The plain issue, if

we can call it plain, was this. What the tories, with different

degrees of sincerity, professed to dread was that the election

might take place on the new franchise, but with an unaltered
disposition of parliamentary .seats. At heart the bulk of

them were as little friendly to a lowered franchise in the
counties, as they had been in the case of the towns before Mr.
Disraeli educated them. But this was a secret dangerous
to let out, for the enfranchised workers in the towns would
never understand why workers in the villages should not
have a vote. Apart from this, the tory leaders believed that

unless the allotment of seats went with the addition of a
couple of million new voters, the prospect would be ruinously

unfavourable to their party, and they offered determined
resistance to the chance of a jockeying operation of this

* SaturduD Bevicio, April 12, 1884.
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thought, he now had an excellent chance of bringing the

, queHtion of the HouHe of Lords irreHistibly to the front.

A8 it was, in the midst of he storm raised by his lieutenants

and supporters all over the country, he was the moderating

force, elaborately appealing, as he said, to the reason rather

than the fears of his opponents.

One reproachful passage in his speeches this autumn
acquires a rather peculiar significance in the light of the

events that were in the coming years to follow. He is dealing

with the argument that the hereditary House protects the

nation against fleeting opinions :
—

How is it with regard to the solid and permanent opinion of the

nation ? We have had twelve parliaments since the Reform Act,

— I have a right to say so, as I have sat in every one of them,—
and the opinion, the national opinion, has been exhibited in the

following manner. Ten of tliost parliaments have had a liberal

majority. The eleventh parliament was the one that sat from

1841 to 1847. It was elected as a tory parliament ; but in 1846

it put out the conservative government of Sir Robert Peel, and

put in and supported till its dissolution, the liberal government of

Lord John Russell. That is the eleventh parliament. But then

there is the twelfth pai-liament, and that is one that you and I

know a good deal about [Lord Beaconsfield's parliament], for we

talked largely on the subject of its merits and demerits, whichever

they may be, at the time of the last election. That parliament

was, I admit, a tory parliament from the beginning to the end.

But I want to know, looking back for a period of more than fifty

years, which represented the solid permanent conviction of the

nation ?— the ten parliaments that were elected upon ten out of

the twelve dissolutions, or the one parliament that chanced to be

elected from the disorganized state of the liberal party in the early

part of the year 1874 ? Well, here are ten parliaments on the one

side; here is one parliament on the other side. . . . The House of

Lords was in sympathy with the one parliament, and was in

opposition ... to the ten parliaments. And yet you are told,

when— we will say for forty-five years out of fifty— practically

the nation has manifested its liberal tendencies by the election of

liberal parliaments, and once only has chanced to elect a thoroughly
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The Queen wan deeply utruek l>oth by the force of his

, argument* and the earneMt tone in wiiich they were preused.

Though doubting whether there wait any strong desire for

a change in the position of the House of Lords, still she

* did nut shut her eyes to the possible gravity of the situation

'

(Aug. 31). She seemed inclined to take some steps for ascer-

taining the opinion of the leaders of opposition, with a view

to inducing them to modify their programme. Tlie Duke
of Uiuhmond visited Balmoral (Sept. 13), but when Mr.

Gladstone, then himself on Deeside, heard what had passed

in the direction of compromise, he could only say, ' Waste
of breath !

' To all suggestions of a dissolution on the case

in issue, Mr. Gladstone said to a confidential emissary from

Balmoral :—
Never will I be a party to dissolving in order to determine

whether the Lords or the Commons 'vere right upon the Frauchise

bill. If I have anything to do v/ith diaso'ution, it will be a

dissolution upon organic change in the House of Lords. Should

this bill be again rejected in a delinito manner, there will be only

two courses open to me, one to cut out of public life, which I shall

infinitely prefer ; the other to become a supporter of organic change

in the House of Lords, which I hate and which I am making all

this fuss in order to avoid. We have a few weeks before us to try

and avert the mischief. After a second rejection it will be too

late. There is perhaps the alternative of advising a large creation

of peers ; but to this there are great objections, even if the Queen

were willing. I am not at present sure that I could bring myself

to be a party to the adoption of a plan like that of 1832.

When people talked to him of dissolution as a means of

bringing the Lords to account, he replifl in scorn : ' A
marvellous conception ! On such a dissolution, if the

country disapproved of the conduct of its representatives,

it would cashier them ; but, if it disapproved of the conduct

of the peers, it would b.»iiply have to see them resume their

place of power, to employ it to the best of their ability as

opportunity might serve, in thwarting the desires of the

country expressed through its representatives.'

It was reported to Mr. Gladstone that his speeches in
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Salisbury and his coadjutors, are determined to use all their

,
strength and influence for the purpose of throwing out the

Franchise bill in the House pf Lords ; and thus of entering upon
a conflict with the House of Commons, from which at each step in

the proceeding it may probably become more difiicult to retire,

and which, if left to its natural course, will probably develop itself

into a constitutional crisis of such an order, as has not occurred

since 1832. . . .

To Tennyson, the possessor of a spiritual power even more
than archiepiscopal, who had now a place among peera

temporal, he addressed a remonstrance (July 6) : —
. . . Upon consideration I cannot help writing a line, for I

must hope you will reconsider your intention. The best mode in

which I can support a suggestion seemingly so audacious is by
informing you, that all sober-minded conservative peers are in

great dismay at this wild proceeding of Lord Salisbury ; that the

ultra-radicals and Parnellites, on the other hand, are in a state of

glee, as they believe, and with good reason, that the battle once

begun will end in some great humiliation to the House of Lords,

or some important change in its composition. That (to my
knov^ledge) various bishops of conservative leanings are, on this

account, going to vote with the government— as may be the case

with lay peers also. That you are the mily peer, so far as I know,

associated with liberal ideas or the liberal party, who hesitates to

vote against Lord Salisbury.

In the later stage of this controversy, Tennyson shot the

well-known lines at him—
Steersman, be not precipitate in thine act

Of steering, for the river here, my friend.

Parts in two channels, moving to one end—
This goes straight forward to the cataract

:

That streams about the bend.

But tho' the cataract seems the nearer way,

Whate'er the crowd on either bank may say.

Take thou " the bend," 'twill save thee many a day.

To a poet who made to his generation such exquisite gifts

of beauty and pleasure, the hardest of party-men may
pardon unseasonable fears about franchise and one-horse

constituencies. As matter of fact and in plain prose, this
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^T. 76.
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he will empower Lord Hartington to diaonss the possibility of an

, agreement with Lord Salisbury.

In acknowledgment, Mr. Gladstone offered his thanks for

all her Majesty's 'well-timed efforts to bring about an
accommodation.' He could not, however, he proceeded,
feel sanguine as to obtaining any concession from the leaders,

but he is very glad that Lord Hartington should try.

Happily, and as might have been expected by anybody
who remembered the action of the sensible peers who saved
the Reform bill in 1832, the rash and headstrong men in

high places in the tory party were not allowed to have their

own way. Before the autumn was over, prudent members
of the opposition became uneasy. They knew that in

substance the conclusion was foregone, but they knew also

that just as in their own body there was a division between
hothead and moderate, so in the cabinet they could count
upon a whig section, and probably upon the prime minister
as well. They noted his words spoken in July, ' It is not
our desire to see the bill carried by storm and tempest. It

is our desire to see it win its way by persuasion and calm
discussion to the rational minds of men.'*

Meanwhile Sir Michael Hicks Beach had already, with the
knowledge and . without the disapproval of other leading
men on the tory side, suggested an exchange of views to

Lord Hartington, who was warmly encouraged by the
cabinet to carry on communications, as being a person
peculiarly fitted for the task, 'enjoying full confidence on
one side,' as Mr. Gladstone said to the Queen, ' and probably
more on the other side than any other minister could
enjoy.' These two cool and able men took the extension of

county franchise for granted, and their conferences turned
pretty exclusively on redistribution. Sir Michael pressed

the separation of urban from rural areas, and what was more
specifically important was his advocacy of single-member
or one-horse constituencies. His own long experience of a

scattered agricultural division had convinced him that such

areas with household suffrage would be unworkable. Lord
Hartington knew the advantage of two-member constituencies

> Dinner of the Eighty Club, July 11, 1884.
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obedience to her commands he would do all that lay in him
, to bring the controversy finally to a just and honourable

issue. He went on however to say, in the caustic vein that
was one of his ruling traits, that while cheerfully com-
plying with the Queen's wishes, he thought it right to add
that, so far as his information went, no danger attached
to the prolongation of the controversy for a considerable
time, nor did he believe that there was any real excitement
in the country about it. The Queen in replying (Nov. 6)
said that she would at once acquaint Mr. Gladstone with
what he had said.

The autumn session began, and the Franchise bill wa^
introduced again. Three days later, in consequence of
a communication from the other camp, the debate on
the second reading was conciliatory, but the tones won a
bye-election, and the proceedings in committee became
menacing and clouded. Discrepancies abounded in the
views of the opposition upon redistribution. When the
third reading came (Nov. 11), important men on the tory
side insisted on the production of a Seats bill, and declared
there must be no communication with the enemy. Mr.
Gladstone was elaborately pacific. If he could not get
peace, he said, at least let it be recorded that he desired
peace. The parleys of Lord Hartington and Sir Michael
Hicks Beach came to an end.

Mr. Gladstone, late one night soon after this (Nov. 14),
had a long conversation with Sir Stafford Northcote at the'

house of a friend. He had the authority of the cabinet (not
given for this special interview) to promise the introduction
of a Seats bill before the committee stage of the Franchise
bill in the Lords, provided he was assured that it could be
done without endangering or retai-ding franchise. North-
cote and Mr. Gladstone made good progress on the principles
of redistribution. Then came an awkward message from
Lord Salisbury that the Lords could not let the Franchise
bill through, uutil they got the Seats bUl from the Commons.
So negotiations were again broken off.

The only hope now was that a sufficient number of Lord
Salisbury's adherents would leave him in the lurch, if he
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his curiosity, whUe he also kept a sharp eye on the main
party chance. He proved to be entirely devoid of respect for
tradition, and Mr. Gladstone declared himself to be a strong
conservative in comparison. The meetings went on for
several days through the various parts of the questions. Lord
Hartington, Lord Granville, and Sir Charles Dilke being also
taken into council- the last of the three being unrivalled
master of the intricate details.

The operation was watched with jealous eyes by the
radicals, though they had their guardians in the cabinet.
10 Mr Bright who, having been all his life denounced as aviolent republican, was now in the view of the new school
hardly even so much as a sound radical, Mr. Gladstone
thought It weU to write (Nov. 25) words of comfort, if
comfort were needed:

I wish to give you the assurance that in the private communi-
cations which are now going on, liberal principles such as we
should conceive and term them, are in no danger. Those withwhom we confer are thinking without doubt of party interests, as
affected by this or that arrangement, but these are a distinct
matter and I am not so good at them as some others; but the
general proposition which I have stated is I think one which I can
pronounce with some confidence. ... The whole operation is
essentially delicate and slippery, and I can hardly conceive any
other circumstance in which it would be justified, but in the
present very peculiar case I think it is not only warranted, but
called for.

On November 27 all was well over; and Mr. Gladstone
was able to inform the Queen that 'the delicate and novel
communications' between the two sets of leaders had been
brought to a happy termination. 'His first duty,' he said,
was to tender his grateful thanks to your Majesty for the

wise, gracious, and steady influence on your Majesty's part,
which haa so powerfully contributed to bring about this
accommodation, and to avert a serious crisis of affairs.' He
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1884. •*'" ''ould enfranchise would be taken from a class of whom

more than forty per cent, could neither read nor write ; that
the measure would strengthen the hands of that disloyal
party who boasted of their entire indifference to English
opinion, and their undivided obligation to influences which
Enghshmen were wholly unable to realise. Then in a lofty
strain Mr. Plunket foretold that the measure which they
w'>re asked to pass would lead up to, and would precipitate,
the establishment of a separate Irish nationality. He re-
minded his hearers that the empire had been reared not
naore by the endurance of its soldiers and sailors than by
the sagacity and firmness, the common sense and patriotism,
of that ancient pariiament; and he ended with a fervid
prayer that the historian of the future might not have to
tell that the union of these three kingdoms on which rested
all Its honour and all its power— a union that could never
be broken by the force of domestic traitor or foreign foe—
yielded at last under the pressure of the political ambitions
and party exigencies of British statesmen.
The orator's stately diction, his solemn tone, the depth of

his conviction, made a profound impression. Newer parlia-
mentary hands oelow the government gangway, as he went
on, asked one another by what arts of pariiamentary defence
the veteran minister could possibly deal with this searching
appeal. Only a quarter of an hour remained. In two or three
minutes Mr. Ghdstone had swept the solemn impression en-
tirely away. Contrary to his wont, he began at once upon the
top note. With high passion in his voice, and mastering ges-
ture in his uplifted arm, he dashed impetuously upon the foe.
What weighs upon my mind is this, he said, that when the
future historian speaks of the greatness of this empire, and
traces the manner in which it has grown through successive
generations, he will say that in that history there was one
chapter of disgrace, and that chapter of disgrace was the
treatment of Ireland. It is the scale of justice that will
determine the issue of the conflict with Ireland, if conflict
there is to be. There is nothing we can do, cried the orator.
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keener air of cabinet and parliament. It became Lord
Hartington'8 duty now to move the second reading of pro-

1884. visions which he had just described as most unwise pro-
visions, and Mr. Smith found himself the object of brilliant
mockery from the daring leader below the gangway on his
own side.

Lord Randolph produced a more serious, though events
soon showed it to be not any more solid an argument, when
he said that the man who lives in a mud cabin very often
has a decent holding, and has money in the savings' bank
besides, and more than that, he is often more fit to take an
interest in politics, and to form a sound view about them,
than the English agricultural labourer. The same speaker
proceeded to argue that the Fenian proclivities of the towns
would be more than counterbalanced by the increased power
given to the peasantry. The incidents of agricultural life,
he observed, are unfavourable to revolutionary movements,'
and the peasant is much more under the proper and legiti-
mate influence of the Roman catholic priesthood than the
lower classes of the towns. On the whole, the extension of
the franchise to the peasantry of Ireland would not be un-
favourable to the landlord interest. Yet Lord Randolph,
who regaled the House with these chimerical speculations,'
had had far better opportunities than almost any other Eng-
lishman then in parliament of knowing something about
Ireland.

What is certain is that English and Scotch members acted
with their eyes open. Irish tories and Irish nationalists
agreed in menacing predictions. The vast masses of Irish
people, said the former, had no sense of loyalty and no love
of order to which a government could appeal. In many
districts the only person who was unsafe was the peace
officer or the relatives of a murdered man. The effect of
the change would be the utter annihilation of the political
power of the most orderly, the most loyal, the most educated
classes of Ireland, and the swamping of one-fourth of the
community, representing two-thirds of its property. A
representative of the great house of Hamilton in the
Commons, amid a Uttle cloud of the dishevelled prophecies
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of ho„e rule could non:ttl:rT'''^'^
'''"^'^So{ the great house of Beresford '??;' 7J '*P'*»ent«tive ^T^

po-ssessor of a noble domahi .^ k.
^"^' ^''^ ''^^ident

*• '*'

with large knowledge Th' co "t'
""^, '^^^^'"'^^^ '-an.

l«dge can be acquired from a « nT^-'r ^? *^ ^""^^ '^"^w-
1»« 8t«,ng conviction th!t aftfT""' °^ ^'^^"' ^^P'-^-^ed
the Iri«h outlook would t b!!u"''

P"^«^« °^ this bill
before.'

"''* ** ^^a«ker than it had ever been

^^^^^^:z":::;X^^^ -^"-"ton or
precision, and confidence the llh .'^r^^'"''"*'

'"^'^^ity.
pohcyand hi. expectations ^'^T'^^^'^^; ^^^ defined hi
he had said to a meeting in the rT ^

'^**^"'' °^ ^oubt,'
be for the Irish people'^ii^E'^ifj""^^

"' ^"^""' '^* -^
they are -and for your indeZden.TT"*''^' ^^^t^'^ «
-ne at the next gene^utS^wV^^^^^^^^ ^ ^«^-
tnglish ministry shall rule England th

'^ '"' * "^"^
and a great power. If ^e cannnf ,

' " * 8^'*at force
Iea«t cause them to be ruled "1 ^ °"'^^"«^' ^« «an at
already gained for Irehnd n^l

"^°°^' '^^^ ^°'-«e has
bi". We have Joft t proTd" Z''f r^ *'™-^^"
In any case, he informed the Hn„^/o' *°^ energetic'

a

Ireland wex. not includedt the ^ t?"""^ «-" ^'
would come back seventy-five strong »' ?' r'°"«» Pa'-tJ
were conceded to Ireland fhl^* .1

household suffmge
«trong.8 That was tie oni'v ^ ff

"'""^'^ '"'"^ ^^ ninefy
he naturally suppor^d iS iust^rr ^^^^^-e^ though
Pensable to the success ^f hr,^Lt T,

""* ** *" ^"'^^
proceedings in the committee aTL?', ^' ^"^^^^'^ *h«
watched a battle of frogs and mi^e

' "" ^' °''^^* ^^^^

» Lord Waterford, July 7 laju
,* December 11, i^"'y^'^884.

««hly sSd ?Ml^iT'',«*i'- ^""t^r
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CHAPTER IX

THK SOUDAN

(lasi-jsss)

Ton can only goTcni men by imaginMion : without imagination
they are brutes. . . . 'Tia by apeakinc to the aoul that you electrify

men. — VxroLaoji.

In the late sammer of 1881 a certain native of Dongola,
, proclaiming himself a heaven-inspired Mahdi, began to
rally to his banner the wild tribes of the southern Soudan.
His mission was to confound the wicked, the hypocrite, the
unbeliever, and to convert the world to the true faith in the one
God and his prophet. The fame of the Mahdi's eloquence,
his piety, his zeal, rapidly spread. At his ear he found a coun-
sellor, 80 well known to us after as the khalifa, and this man
soon taught the prophet politics. The misrule of the Soudan
by Egypt had been atrocious, and the combination of a
religious revival with the destruction of that hated yoke
swelled a cry that was irresistible. The rising rapidly
extended, for fanaticism in such regions soon takes fire, and
the Egyptian pashas had been sore oppressors, even judged
by the rude standarud of oriental states. Never was insur-

rection more amply justified. From the first, Mr. Gladstone's
curious instinct for liberty disclosed to him that here was a

case of 'a people rightly struggling to be free.' The phrase
was mocked and derided then and down to the end of the
chapter. Yet it was the simple truth. 'During all my
political life,' he said at a later stage of Soudanese affairs,

•I am thankful to say that I have never opened my lips in

favour of a domination such as that which has been exer-
cised upon certain countries by certain other countries, and

144
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h- been a dnun on her treiurt^ it
1^'^ "' ^^^^^P^" ^^

doirn their live. i„ ende.TouZ'r «f^f
*?""' '^•^« ^''^

conquest.' StiU Wronger wLtlVT'*'" *''** ^'•™»
ca-e. The rule of thl mThj

***^"'^»««» «de of the
tribe fought with trt but Irwi'l' ' *^"""^' ""d
yoke than the .way of the - k ^ ^"^"'"'^ "" «*»ier
vice of ea.tem nfle floulhe^'^r ^" '^'''•"- ^very
band.. At Khartoum ^Zt^iL'^X:''^'' .

^^^•^'^'''

the accounts of plundering m!i °P*'*' <''«'"^'« kept
aoldien.. and Hhi.^a. a fi?,,'^„^

jPP<>,fed V Egypti^
The function of the EgypC^^M ?"'"""^ '*« t»^«»-'

countiy^en .haring i„ Kuaiw'^, T *^* «' ''--t
levant and Asia Minor, who wn.n

"^"*^ ^'•*"» ^he
drink from a miserable p;putLr^\'"°r' -omen, and
Mr. Gladstone for sa^ngthTth .J?" "^""« "^'"'t
struggling to l>e free Tuld not h^ Z^^ ^«'« "^^tly
the Mahdi had been for detL t'" """* ^""o»« ^
Saint LouU of Franc".

'^''''""""« *'»«»w Aureliu. or
The ministers at CaJi^ k

fi"d in their hearts to ^IhJZT °'*""'"^ ^^^^^ not
been thei« for over IZttTZ "iT

^'"*"'y ^^^^^ had
of 1882-3 Colonel StlwartfT T"u^^ '" '^' ^^^^
reported that the EgypTran " ^ ^' ""^^'^ "'"oer, had
fit to rule the Soudfnf t h'ad nT'"*

"^ "^°">' "°-
fighting u,en enough nor JlinT T"'^ *"""»''' ""^
and abandonment at i;ast ^f *f

"""'«*™fve skill enough,
only reasonable cou«e sii^' ^f"''' °^ ^* "«« the
with the khedive's advLers anH

" '""'^'^ "° ^»^°"
- Indian officer, a^pS on tt" a.^VT^"^^

"'«'^«'
army ,n the spring of 1883 wJ **' '''^ ^^^Pt'^n
government of^he^hedive fZ "T J'^^P^tobed by the
covery of distant and form dabllT "T' ^°^ '^' re-
bad been Iiu,ited to the oSaHn efr* /', '^^ '^I^«'-«««"«

I :^^, pp. 60. 51.

"^"*^^;";«"tion of clearing Sennaar

ISlDbvlSfpjK^.r""''"^'' '» Scou°t%°''T'?S«"'r« hold over

CHAP.
I.X.

All. 76.
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of rebels and protecting Khartoum, all might have been
,

well. Unluckily sdnie trivial successes over the Mahili
encouraged tlie Caii-o government to design an advance into
Kordofan, and the reconquest of all the vast wildernesses of
the Soudan. Lord Duflferin, Sir E. Malet, Colonel Stewart,
were all of them clear tliat to attempt any such task with an
empty chest and a worthless army was madness, and thoy
all argued for the abandonment of Kordofan and Darfur.
The cabinet in I^ndon, fixed in their resolve not to accept
responsibility for a Soudan war, and not to enter upon that
responsibility by giving advice for or against the advance of
Hicks, stood aloof.' In view of all that followed liiuu-,

and of their subsequent adoption tif the policy of aban-
doning the Soudan, liritish ministers would evidently
have been wiser if they had now forbidden an advance
so pregnant with disaster. Events showed this to have
been the capital miscalculation whence all else of misfor-
tune followed. The sounder the {)olicy of abandonment, tlie

stronger the reasons for insisting that the Egyptian govern-
ment should not undertjike operations inconsistent with
that policy. The Soudan was not within the sphere of our
responsibility, but Egypt was; and ju8t because the separa-
tion of Egypt from the F. idan was wise and necessary, it

might have been expected that England would peremptorily
interpose to prevent a departure from the path of separa-
tion. What Hicks himself, a capable and dauntless man,
thought of the chances we do not positively know, but
he was certainly alive to the risks of such a march with
such material. On November 5 (1883) the whole force was
cut to pieces, the victorious dervishes were free to advance
northwai-ds, and the loose fabric of Egyptian authority was
shattered to the ground.

f%

* Mr. Oladatone said on Nov. 2,
1882 :

' It fa no part of the duty In-
cninbent upon us to restore order in
the Soudan. It ia politically eon-
nected with Eftypt in conswjucnce of
its very recent conquetft ; but it has
not be«n Included within Uie sphere
of our operaiiona, and we are by no
nieane disposed to admit without

qualification that it is within the
sphere of our responsibility.' I^rd
Oranville, May 7, 188:1: ' U.M. Rov-
crnnieut are in no way responsible
for the operations in the Soudan,
which have been undertaken under
the authority of the KKyptlan gov-
ernment, or for the appointment or
actions of General tJicks.'
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tr!^^ »" «^-d thatMahd. «houId d«.v d<nv„ ut" .\""'
^'f

^'''^''t''"'" if thelud an, or a Turkish foa-eX ^ 'thT
""'*'*' " ""^'«^' «"

of tl.o Soudan wh« the o. Jv f
. '^''•"*'' "^»do'"nei,t

'-»'"« cabinet decided thuth
^""^'^^'^ alternative. The

«'• indian troo,« i„ t,".
'*'* ^^'>' ^^""id »ot euiplov British

ol'J-tiontothJ J:; t u't';'*? ^'"'"^"' *'«/l!^^^J no
^''""'•l pay their own exiled ^ ^' '^*''>''^' '^ tl-" Turk,

hH temtory Huuth of A^^ouan or U 1' I"'''''
'" "^"»»«"

'*a'"'g, who hud now ^u,suZ.\
*''>'-""lf'»- Sir Kvelvn

-ncuared i„ thinking that L "^ *''« commanding ,17

vay of the worhl to «upj^e thaV'h!"''"'"''*"''^^- ^' " the
««^'t must thei^fo^'^r.^^'^l'^T' " ^''^«" ^"""•e «
'*""? and hiH colleague Ttf ""^'''^ ^« ^ "in-pU-.

'""«'on,but it was the f.t
?."'*' ''^^'^ "'"'er no such"- -- b.ke fortht t!;:^s :' •""" ^^ ^"« ^-^^^^^^

Tlie unpamlleled diffimhi *u ^ **"•

evacuation of the Soud^i!:,f'f
"^"'"^tely attended the

^ «uch must ever be7r::Slr"t"^^ «^^^-'

-

•"'d the cabinet who ordered .>« «>»den,n the policy
^""Ph judgments on grea ^n. /n "P' "^^^ «»«" i" the'r
"•ere impression for a^roalM"^"'"''^' i^'"^' *« ""intake a
;;'-t that the Result JauecroTf T^ "' """^^ P««-ti;
t'" most that they have tiZt

""^ !'"^"'* '" the Event -iT
i«t two remarks'lL'; t^^'i

"" ''' ^'"^^ "^^^ ^an go by
Tl'e first is that those who ktw^K^^^c

''''" ^'^^^^ ««"«"'«"
»;';t. On January 22ri884Tl ?« ^«"*^«" be-t, approved
^"le that the Soudan e;er !! ^" *''°*« *« ^'O^i (im.

J"«t«fied ,„ recommending evaL^^'"" minister 'fully
'COS necessaiy towards sfcur^nT

', '""''°"'''' '^ "'« «acri^
««• too onerous to adm t of "f

.*^^ S^overnment wouldt,
'"'-'^ «-- .uiteXr:L:td^STe^^"f "^''^'

»uuea the exclamation

•*T, 76.
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that nobody who had ever visited the Soudan could escape
,
the reflection, ' What a useless possession and what a huge
encumbrance on Egypt !

' As we shall see, the time soon
came when Gordon accepted the policy of evacuation,
even with an emphasis of his own. The second remark
is that the reconquest of the Soudan and the holding
of Khartoum were for the Egyptian government, if left
to its own resources, neither more nor less than im-
possible

; these objects, whether they were good objects or
bad, not only meant recourse to British troops for the first

immense operations, but the retention of them in a huge
and most inhospitable region for an indefinite time. A third
consideration will certainly not be overlooked by anybody
who thinks on the course of the years of Egyptian reform
that have since elapsed, and constitute so remarkable a
chapter of British administration,— namely, that this bene-
ficent achievement would have been fatally clogged, if those
who conducted it had also had the Soudan on their hands.
The renovation or reconstruction of what is called Egypt
proper, its finances, its army, its civil rule, would have been
absolutely out of reach, if at the same time its guiding
statesmen had been charged with the responsibilities of
recovering and holding that vaster tract which had been so
rashly acquired and so mercilessly misgoverned. This is fully
admitted by those who have had most to do with the result.

5(1

hi

m
The policy of evacuation was taken as carrying with it

the task of extricating the Egyptian garrisons. This rim
induced Mr. Gladstone's cabinet once more to play an active
military part, though Britain had no share in planting these
garrisons where they were. Wise men in Egypt were of the
same mind as General Gordon, that in the eastern Soudan
it would have been better for the British government to
keep quiet, and 'let events work themselves out.' Unfortu-
nately the ready clamour of headlong philanthropists, political
party men, and the men who think England humiliated if

she ever lets slip an excuse for drawing her sword, drove tlie

cabinet on to the rocks. When the decision of the cabinet was
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taken (Feb. 12. 18ft«l^ « ,

stood alo„ei„\\^!^^i7°^/-^^^^
CH.p

slaughtered under' humfnitari^nt^"""'" "' ^^^*^«« ^-e ^
ives were sacrificed, much tl '^"''' °°' * ^'^ ^'^^lis^

^^
feu, and Tokar Waro, ^b^^^^-f

and ,et S^t
were practically

fruitless.! xle nn .
' '"**"™ ^""Jan

upon the roll of the fierce mahdi wf ''' ^^'^ "° '^^^^

. Jn England, excitement o7 the T ' °T ''^^ ««"dan.
independent of knowledge con« i

°'''""^ '""'^ "'at is

independent of any wlXH/1"*""' ''^ ^'^^^eration

forec^stoflatentpokbiliS
Iretl ''*r^

^^^'« ^^^^ ^"7
Mmisters quailed. TwicTh '^ ^"""^ "^""^^ ^oeiferouB
%ypt; whether Genl^GSn^^-^I ^^^^^ ^^'^^

,

•'^^ they received an adverseZ T^ °* ^ ^^ "8«. and
t'^t the presence in author^7r£f ^" *^« ^-"^
dubious mode of confronting I

.^^"stian officer was a
fanaticism, and ..oZtZT'T^ '''''^''^'' ^^ ^-<^le^

f'-oto.usUl.ytl.tZM:^'',^^''''', ^^'^^ that wer^
tion from London at last nl .,

^PP^^^ » third applica-
r-ted by Nubar, bt str eCi"^^^' "fu'""

^^ ^^"""^X--ho had served with Gorln L.T ' ^' """^""^^ ^^^son,
f'at Gordon would be th^K .

"^ ^™ ^«"' «" agreed
1-self to carry ot'the';,,^^-" fi- .-"^^ pL^^
Soudan as quickly as possible ^.m'^^"«^ from the
«Hnng in pregnant words to Lord Gran^'n

^°'''' ^^^^ «''• E"
a service of great difficulty and dan^ ""^'t'

"^^
' ""^^''t^ke

••^ryleth. Two days lateTrA^"- ^his was on Janu-
was at Hawarden. 'urd G^ "^ T'''

""'- ^^«<^«to-

":^^r2::^^"-"---Ch:
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B(gK believes he could by his personal influence excite the tribes

,__^ to escort the Khartoum garrison and inhabitants to Suakin, a
1884. little pressure on Baring might be advisable. The destruction

of these poor people will be a great disaster.' Mr. Gladstone
telegraphed that to this and other parts of the same letter,

he agreed. Granville then sent him a copy of the telegram
putting

' a little pressure on Baring.' To this Mr. Gladstone
replied (Jan. 16) in words that, if they had only been taken
to heart, would have made all the difference :

I can find no fault with your telegram to Baring re Chinese
Gordon, and the main point that strikes me is this : WTiile his
opinion on the Soudan may be of great value, must we not be
very careful in any instruction we give, that he does not shift the
centre of gravity as to political and military responsibility for that
country ? In brief, if he reports what should be done, he should not
be the judge who should do it, nor ought he to commit us on that
pomt by advice oflacially given. It would be extremely diflScult

after sending him to reject such advice, and it should therefore,
I think, be made clear that he is not our agent for the purpose
of advising on that point.

On January 18, Lord Hartington (then secretary of state
for war). Lord Granville, Lord Northbrook, and Sir Charles
Dilke met at the war office in Pall MaU. The summons
was sudden. Lord Wolseley brought Gordon and left
him in the ante-room. After a conversation with the
ministers, he came out and said to Gordon, 'Government
are determined to evacuate the Soudan, for they will not
guarantee the future government. Will you go and do it ?

'

'/ said, " Yes. " ffe said, " Go in. ' / went in and saw them.
They said, "Did Wolseley tell you our orders ?" Isaid, " Yes."
I said, " You will not guarantee future government of the
Soudan, and you wish me to go up and evacuate now. " They
said, "Yes," and it was over, and I left: at 8 p.m. for Calais.'^
This graphic story does not pretend to be a full version of
all that passed, though it puts the essential point unmistak-
ably t^ui .ugh. Lord Granville seems to have drawn Gordon's

» Gordon's Letters to Barnes, 1885.
Lord Granville took bis Uoket, Lord
wolseley carried the General's bag,

and the Duke of Cambridge held open
the carriage door.
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jEt. 70.that I have seen. iordo7o"f thl
''""^- *"'^'"*'« »«««>"«*

danger at Khartoum wTexal .."""'"'" '^^^ that the
able t. '.ing a«ravTh«T,

exaggerated, and that he would b^
Thus in that7i^llf:r"' ^'*^°"' ^'^^^^t)^-

The next da/o„e 7 he^tT^T "^ *^^^^^^
'^Ve were proud of ourselvt TT"" "^'^ ^^^'^>
we did not commit a Z^Ttli:?,''^!^'^!^

^ou su^
had agreed at once on receivinVth«

'

! P"™« °'>"i«ter
at the war office, and TieJmT^ ''''** ^^ ^«°«
The whole cabinet met fourT;'^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^--e night."
them and the decision was apCved Th

'^''°"' ^'"''"^
choice, for by that time Gordon l." r,

^^""^ ""^ hardly a
Mr Gi^j^ne said, wi^ro^oTrreftf ^°'"°"' -
of infinite pergonal courage and darLT .f .V-^ * '°^*^'«^

energy, initiative, and resource a hf),
'"^'"«^ °''"<»'7

character, dwelling much in th« L • ^
]
^"''' ""^ ""ffle

as aU who knew him adVi^ ^ndJT °' *^' "^•^^«'»- «»*
notwithstanding an undeT-iu^ent .f !

""^^ ''"''^' *««%,
he was the creature, aWt^ .^^.f^f common-sensl.'

pressionsand purposes changed witrl "f"'''
^'^ '™-

anger often mastered him- hlJ .
'^""'^ oHightning;

and inspirations rather I^t loUnT'^ '"''"i
'^ '»*-««-

surveyed fact: with many vari^^ T'" fr°°' carefully
as we often see in peoule / °^ '"^"'^ ^e mixed!
f'"th in his own moid nr

.^*'"°"^' ^'^ invincible

Everybody now dis'e'rt tCtTd °". f"^ *^«^ ^-t^^!
temperament on a pie e oJ h^ ^

^^''.^ * «''^*^'«' o^ this

difficult and dangerourrSbET''' *''** "^ "''t only
obscu^, and nefding'vTgnlnt sanit"^ t'' '"* P^^^^""*"^
httle better than to lu tT.ZrlZl T""""^"^'

^^^
Gladstone always professed perSv Tn ^ "*^'°- ^^•
te violent end of the ,^ZfcZ;::^'^^^f^.-^y
rjln^T«;fJ?»*™ctio„e to Gordon T ]

'" ^^^hanisten,

1884^'*^^J'1 '^ Granville, Jan 191884.-
.
I telegraphedW nighi i^jj

concurrence In vonr «,„ o.
about Gordon: bJtrhJSf°*'^'"«"
not awake anHfK^ ^liester would
on thKr„°ng.'' """^^ ""'J' ^^nt
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Stirred the world so little in comparison with the fate of
Gordon. The answer is that Gordon seized the imagination
of England, and seized it on itH higher side. His religion
was eccentric, but it was religion ; the Bible was the rock
on which he founded himself, both old dispensation and
new; he was known to hate forms, ceremonies, and all the
'solemn plausibilities'; his speech was sharp, pithy, rapid,
and ironic

;
above all, he knew the ways of war and would not

bear the sword for nought. All this was material enough to
make a popular ideal, and this is what Gordon in an ever-
increasing degree became, to the immense inconvenience
of the statesmen, otherwise so sensible and wary, who had
now improvidently let the genie forth from the jar.

4>'k

TV

It has been sometimes contended that all the mischief
that followed was caused by the divereion of Gordon from
Suakin, his original destination. If he had gone to the
Red Sea, as originally intended, there to report on the state
and look of things in the Soudan, instead of being waylaid
and brought to Cairo, and thence despatched to Khartoum,
they say, no catastrophe would have happened. This is not
certain, for the dervishes in the eastern Soudan were in the
flush of open revolt, and Gordon might either have been
killed or taken prisoner, or else he would have come back
without performing any part of his mission. In fact, on his
way from London to Port Said, Gordon had suggested that
with a view to carrying out evacuation, the khedive should
make him governor-general of the Soudan. Lord Granville
authorised Baring to procure the nomination, and this Sir
Evelyn did, ' for the time necessary to accomplish the
evacuation.' The instructions were thus changed, in an
important sense, but the change was suggested by Gordon
and sanctioned by Lord Granville. ^

» Dilke in House of Commons, Feb.
14, 1884. See also Lord Granville to
Sir E. Baring, March 28, 1884. In
recapitulating tlie instructions given
to General Gordon, Lord Granville
says: 'His (Gordon's) flrst proposal
was to proceed to Suakin witli the

object of reporting from thence on
the best method of effecting the evacu-
ation of the Soudan. ... His in-
structions, draum up in accordance
xHth his own views, were to report to
her Majesty's government on the mili-
tary situation in the Suudan,' etc.
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V ^^:tVtlZl^JZ^^^^^^ in fact c„.P.
the best mode of effect nVth««

'^"' *"^ ^^P^^ "PO" J'^-
the Soudan.. He wt^t 7Sr:„l?.^"^'^"-^^tgyptmn government mi^ht ^2,1. ? "*'^'' "* *h°

«« might be communicated T . I
*'"'* *° ^''"' «"d

At Cairo, Baring and NutrJ" 7 ^^ ^'" ^^ »«""ff-'
alte^d the miLn from :;e'of\d"^^^^^^^

""'^'^^

executive mission-a chl^ tha f
"^"^ '"'P"''' ^o an

and covered by the oSal r'f

''"' ^""'^'^'^'*
'^"^^^"^^d

entrusted to him b/ Eg^j^r Bufr^' *" ^""'''^ *° »>«

the policy either at Down nc Z .^"^ ""^ "° ""^^"S^ in

advisor, or executive treo^nly'"!, " k'^"™"
^^'^''-

™i««ion was abandonment Whef2 ^T' "P«" *^«
instructions was read tTr Z ^ '^'^^* "^ the new
expressly asked hrthe,h!rt" "^ ?""' ^'' ^^ "^^^
I-licy of aUndoningl?so„lr.t^/ ^7"' ^" '^'^^

concurred, but suff^ested fl,« «* I
'"'d**" "ot only

thought ^it ahoin\?c:ft -'\""'':'*^'^*'^'
despatch, along with the in^JT. .

changed.'' This
thi« vast altefation. .^' 2 " "%*°- ''°^'"" •^«'^^"?
^'"'^

7. By this timLZrdr' r^r.'. •"><*- untilJ'eb.7. Bythistim";G7rdrwr'''^''''" ^""d^nuntil
out of reach of the EngShtreigroffiT""

''' '''''"^ -«*

andrrrr ia%t^r- r' ^-^-^ ^

—

that the Soudan had S'i . .^' '"* °"' ^'« opinion
Bultans in existence before te'TI- *" *'^ different petty
attempt should be made t-/ ^^? " "°"^"''*' *"d an
confederation.

T^esepettv „T '^T
^"*'' «°»« ^^^t of

Mahdi for their sov^r^i^ror nt""'T^' ^ '^'' ^ ^''"^^Pt the
in the same documenrh'e e'pT^^ ^ ^'^Y ''T''

«"*
»ent. >l understand,' he sCr'wVv''^

°' ^'""^°"-
have come to the irrevocable decision not r*' ^""^'"'"^"t
onerous duty of granting to thT f ^ '"^"'' the very
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V ,

money. TJie Soudan is a useless possession ; ever was so,
and ever will be so. No one who has ever lived in the
Soudan can escape the reflection, What a useless possession
u this land.

' Therefore— so he winds up— » I think H. M.'s
government are fully justified in recommending the evacu-
ation, inasmuch as the sacrifices necessary towards securing
a good government would be far too onerous to admit of any
such attempt being made. Indeed, one may say it is imprac
ticable at any cost. HM. '• government will now leave them a»
O-od has placed them.' *

It was, therefore, and it is, pure sophistry to contend that
Gordon's policy in undertaking his disastrous mission was
evacuation but not abandonment. To say that the Soudanese
should be left in the state in which God had placed them,
to fight it out among themselves, if they were so minded,
IS as good a definition of abandonment as can be invented,
and this was the whole spirit of the instnictions imposed by
the government of the Queen and accepted by Gordon.
Gordon took with him instruments from the khedive into

which, along with definite and specific statements that
evacuation was the object of his mission, two or three loose
sentences are slipped about 'establishing organised govern-
ment in the different provinces of the Soudan,' maintaining
order, and the like. It is true also that the British cabinet
sanctioned the extension of the area of evacuation from
Khartoum to the whole Soudan.a Strictly construed, the
who e body of instructions, including firmans and khedive's
proclamations, is not technically compact nor coherent. Hut
this IS only another way of saying that Gordon was to have
the widest discretionary powers as to the manner of carrying
out the policy, and the best time and mode of announcing
It. The policy itself, as well understood by Gordon as by
everybody else, was untouched, and it was: to leave tlie
Soudanese in the state in which God had placed them.
The hot controversy on this point is idle and without

substance— the idlest controversies are always the hottest

> Dated, Steamship ' Tanjore,' at Sea, Jan. 22, 1884.
» Granville to Baring, March 28.
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^-e should be

^T.76.
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BOOK flung huiiHelf with ardour into the policy of 'Bmashing
^—^ "?. ^^^ ^"^"^'^ ''**'> ™»of* to British and Indian troops,

ihu. was a violent reversal of all that had been either settled
or dreamed of, whether in Undon or at Cairo. A still more
vehement Mtride came next. He declared that to leave out-
tying garrisons to their fate would be an 'indelible disgi-ace.'
Yet, as Lord Hartington said, the government 'were under
no moral obligation to use the military resources of this
empire for the relief of those garrisons.' As for Gordon's
opinion that 'indelible disgrace' would attach to the British
government if they were not relieved, 'I do n.)t admiV
Mid the minister very sensibly, ' that General Gordon is on
this point a better authority than anybody else.' » All this
illustrates the energy of Gordon's mental movements, and
also, what 18 more important, the distracting difficulties of
the case before him. In one view and one demand he
strenuously persevered, as we shall now see.

Mr. Gladstone at first, when Gordon set all instructions
at defiance, was for recalling him. A colleague also was
for recalling him on the first instant when he changed his
policy. Another important member of the cabinet was, on
the contrary, for an expedition. 'I cannot admit,' wrote a
fourth leading minister, 'that either generals or statesmen
who have accepted the oflfer of a man to lead a forlorn hope,
are in the least bound to risk the lives of thousands for the
uncertain chance of saving the foriorn hope.' Some think
t^t this was stern common sense, others call it ignoble
The nation, at any rate, was in one of its high idealising
humours, though Gordon had roused some feeling against
himself m this country (unjustly enough) by his decree
formally sanctioning the holding of slaves.
The general had not been many hours in Khartoum

(February 18) before he sent a telegram to Sir E. Baring,
proposing that on his withdrawal from Khartoum, Zobeir
Pasha should be named his successor as governor-general
of the Soudan: he should be made a K.C.M.G., and have
presents given to him. This request was strenuously
pressed by Gordon. Zobeir had been a prime actor in the

» May 18, 1884.
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aa to totol withdimwnl from the Soudan— the very object of

-^ ^ Gordon's miuioii, and accepted by him an such. On Feb-
18M. J^y 21 Mr. Ohwlstone reported to the Queen that the

cabinet were of opinion that there would be the gravest
objection to nominating by an assumption of British
authority a successor to General (ioi-dou in the Soudan, nor
did they as yet see sufficient reasons for going beyond
Gordon's memorandum of January 26, by mailing special
provision for the government of that country. But at first

it looked as if ministers might yield, if Baring, Gordon, and
Nubar persisted.

As ill-fortune had it, the Zobeir plan leaked out at home by
Gordon's indiscretion before the government decided. The
omnipotent though not omniscient divinity called public
opinion intervened. The very men who had mo^t loudly
clamoured for the extrication of the Egyptian garrisons, who
had pressed with roost importunity for the despatch of
Gordon, who had been most urgent for the necessity of
giving him a free hand, now declared that it would be a
national degradation and a European scandal to listen to
Gordon's very first request. He had himself unluckily given
them a capital text, having once said that Zobeir was alone
responsible for the slave trade of the previous ten years.
Gordon's idea was, as he explained, to put Zobeir into
a position like that of the Ameer of Afghanistan, as a buffer
between Egypt and the Mahdi, with a subsidy, moral sup-
port, and all the rest of a buffer arrangement. The idea may
or may not have been a good one ; nobody else had a better.

It was not at aU surprising that the cabinet should ask
what new reason had come to light why Zobeir should be
trusted

;
why he should oppose the Mahdi whom at first he

was believed to have supported ; why he should turn the
friend of Egypt ; why he should be relied upon as the faithful
ally of England. To these and other doubts Gordon had
excellent answers (March 8). Zobeir would run straight,
because it was his interest. If he would be dangerous, was
not the Mahdi dangerous, and whom save Zobeir could you
set up against the Mahdi? You talked of slave-holding
and slave-hunting, but would slave-holding and slave-hunting
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' (^om */, diary.) Marfh fl
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,^_^ and I gave way. The nature of the evidence on which
1884. judgments are formed in this most strange of all cases,

precludes (in reason) pressing all conclusions, which are but
preferences, to extremes.' ' It is well known,' said Mr. Glad-
stone in the following year when the curtain had fallen on
the cata8troi.he, 'that if, when the recommendation to send
Zobeir was made, we had complied with it, an address from
this House to the crown would have paralysed our action

;

and though it was perfectly true that the decision arrived
at was the judgment of the cabinet, it was also no less
the judgment of parliament and the people.' So Gordon's
request was refused.

It is true that, as a minister put it at the time, to send
Zobeir would have been a gambler's throw. Hut then what
was it but a gambler's throw to send Gordon himself? The
Soudanese chieftain might possibly have done all that
Gordon and Stewart, who knew the ground and were watch-
ing the quick fluctuation of events with elastic minds, now
positively declared that he would have the strongest motives
not to do. Even then, could the issue have been worse ?
To run all the risks involved in the desimtch of Gordon, and
then immediately to refuse the request that he persistenth
represented as furnishing him his only chance, was an inco-
herence that the parliament and people of England have n.it

often surpassed.! All through this critical month, from tlie

10th until the 30th, Mr. Gladstone was suffering more or less
from indisposition which he found it diflScult to throw off.

VI
The chance, whatever it may have been, passed like a

flash. Just as the proposal inflamed many in England, so
It did mischief in Cairo. Zobeir like other people got wind
of it

;
enemies of England at Cairo set to work with him ; Sir

E. Baring might have found him hard to deal with. It was
Gordon's rashness that had made the design public. Gordon,
too, as it happened, had made a dire mistake on his way
up. At Berber he had shown the khedive's secret firman,

•tated with aU the force aud reason ville'B despatch of March 28, ISHI.
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Distractions grew thicker upon the cabinet, and a just

, rtwder, now far away from the region of votes of censure, will

bear them in mind. The Queen, like many of her subjects,

grew impatient, but Mr. Gladstone was justified in remind-
ing her of the imperfect knowledge, and he might have
called it blank ignorance, with which the government was
required on the shortest notice to form conclusions on a
remote and more than half-barbarous region.

Gordon had told them that he wanted to take his steam
vessels to Equatoria and serve the king of the Belgians.

This Sir Evelyn Baring refused to allow, not believing

Gordon to be in immediate danger (March 26). From
Gordon himself came a telegram (March 28), ' I think*we
are now safe, and that, as the Nile rises, we shall account
for the rebels.' Mr. Gladstone was still unwell and absent.

Through Lord Granville he told the cabinet (March 15) that,

with a view to speedy departure from Khartoum, he would
not even refuse absolutely to send cavalry to Berber, much
as he disliked it, provided the military authorities thought
it could be done, and provided also that it was declared
necessary for Gordon's safety, and was strictly confined to

that object. The cabinet decided against an immediate
expedition, one important member vowing that he would
resign if an expedition were not sent in the autumn, another
vowing that he would resign if it were. On April 7, the ques-
tion of an autumn expedition again came up. Six were
favourable, five the other way, including the prime minister.

Almost by the end of March it was too probable that
no road of retreat was any longer open. If they could cut
no way out, either by land or water, what form of relief

was possible? A diversion from Suakin to Berber— one
of Gordon's own suggestions? But the soldiers differed.

Fierce summer heat and little water ; an Indian force might
stand it; evea they would find it tough. A dash by a

thousand cavalry across two hundred miles of desert— one
hundred of them without water; without communication
with its base, and with the certainty that whatever might
befall, no reinforcements could reach it for months? What
would be your feelings, and your language, asked Lord
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question; and in truth it was, for time was flying, and so were
events. The cabinet were reported as feeling that Gordon,
' who was despatched on a mission essentially pacific, had
found himself, fro. i whatever cause, unable to prosecute it
effectually, and now proposed the use of military means
which might fail, and which, even if they should succeed,
might be found to mean a new subjugation of the Soudan—
the very consummation which it was the object of Gordon's
mission to avert.' On June 27 it was known in London that
Berber had fallen a month before.

VII

Lord Hartington, as head of the war department, had a
stronger leaning towards the despatch of troops than some
of his colleagues, but, says Mr. Gladstone to Lord Granville
in a letter of 1888, ' I don't think he ever came to any sharp
issue (like mine about Zobeir) ; rather that in the main he
got what he wanted.' Wherever the fault lay, the issue was
unfortunate. The generals in London fought the battle of
tlie routes Avith unabated tenacity for month after month.
One was for the approach to Khartoum by the Nile ; another
by Suakm and Berber

; a third by the Korosko desert. A
departmental committee reported in favour of the Nile as
the easiest, safest, and cheapest, but they did not report until
July 29. It was not until the beginning of August that
the I^ouse of Commons was asked for a vote of credit, and
Lord Hartington authorised General Stephenson at Cairo to
take measures for moving troops southward. In his
despatch of August 8, Lord Hartington still only speaks o{
operations for the relief of Gordon, 'should they become
necessary'; he says the government were still unconvinced
that Gordon could not secure the withdrawal of the garrison
from Khartoum; but 'they are of opinion that the time had
arrived for obtaining accurate information as to his position,'
and, ' if necessary, for rendering him assistance. ' i As soon as
the decision was taken, preparations were carried out with
rapidity and skill. In the same month Lord Wolseley ^vAs,

I'arfT JJ"
£'*' ^'"•"^ "-^ "*' '^"'"^''» C"""^'^'^". by Colonel Colvlle,
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he leached Cairo Tht Tm'T^''^"' »°'^ "^ September 9 .„
been great, said Lo^ H^S^''

"'
' "^^^^^ deSnlad ?^'-

added, a difference of opinLLf.^"' *?? *^"« ^«« besides, i^
^-^^

upon the choice of thTm? '"' ""^^ ultiniately formw ether the ente^ri:^^' «
Ta^ve

' " "^° *^«~
ful If the route had been bv T^ •^*" ""^ "^"'^ success-
least certain that no pLtn t\ °' ^°™«to, it i at

almost preterhuman
difficulties t.- ^"^'*'^' ^'^ ^a«e of

^•eacherous and unknown rte; f^r^.'^'
*"^ ^'^^'- The

with Its rapids, its shifting sandLlt T*"
*^«" ""known,

and rocky barriers and heath t
^'^"^"^ ^^anneS

Bayuda desert, haunted by fieZ^T ^^ u''**^^^''*^
'' the .

fying climate, the heaf ^ fu
'*'*^**'^ «n«mie8; the

e»b.r^ment« of tJl ;Lt ^^l'
^ ''^^ --"--

of food and water-such " ° ^^^ ^""aciated by lack
courage as worthy of trarra^r^S' '^"' P««-i a^d
advance had successfully aewLd. ?-"^""" «« ^^ the
heart. 'Everyrthin^ ^oeLn •'** ''^j'*'*- Nobody W
Stewart to lZ, wlSZlT^r::''';.^T «- He'rirt
January 14, 1885. Five davsTf T ""'• This was on

^
The end of it all, in 11^'/^^' ^«,

^«« "mortally wounded
Kirbekan, of desert colul a^/

«'*^^"°*^:^ ^^ Abu Klea and
well known. Four ofS * "''"'' *'°^"'°»' « only too
from Khartoum met th^ fil"^r" '*^^"«^ coming do^
•January 21. The geneJb. '"«^«°^"°'» at GuCln
^ proceed to KhaZl bu^ dl"*",'

v' ^'^^^ ^^*«"»ined
"corning of the 24th tL ..

^'** ^'« «tart until the

f
hades Wilson deemed ilncet^r^ ^^^^ ^«^«-' -d s

^0
«ake a reconnaissance doTn'Th:'

''*'^*^'"'
'^'^ *-of«

h^fore starting „p to Khartoum «! TT ''^'^^^« ^^^^

February 27, 1886.
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He had also in tow a nugger laden with dhura. This was
what, when Khartoum came in sight (Jan. 28) the ' relief

force' actually amounted to. Aa the two steamers ran
slowly on, a solitary voice from the river-bank now and
again called out to them that Klmitiura was taken, and
Gordon slain. Eagerly searching with their glasses, the
officers perceived that the government-house was a wreck,
and that no flag was flying. Gordon, in fact, had met his
death two days before.

Mr. Gladstone afterwards always spoke of the betrayal of
Khartoum. But Major Kitchener, who prepared the official

report, says that the accusations of treachery were all vague,
and to his mind, the outcome of mere supposition. ' In my
opinion,' he says, Khartoum fell from sudcten assault, when
the garrison were too exhausted by privations to make
proper resistance.' > The idea that the relieving force was
only two days late is misleading. A nugger's load of dhura
would not have put an end to the privations of the fourteen
thousand people still in Khartoum ; and even supposing that
the handful of troops at Gubat could have effected their

advance upon Khartoum many days earlier, it is hard to

believe that they were strong enough either to drive off the
Mahdi, or U> hold him at bay until the river column had
come up.

vni

The prime minister was on a visit to the Duke of Devon-
shire at Holker, where he had many long conversations with
Lord Hartington, and had to deal with heavy post-bags.
On Thursday, Feb. 5, after writing to the Queen and others,
he heard what had happened on the Nile ten days before.
After 11 A.M.,' he records, 'I learned the sad news of the
fall or betrayal of Khartoum. H[artington] and I, with C
[his wife], went off by the first train, and reached Downing
Street soon after 8.15. The ciroumstances are sad and trying.

It is one of the least points about them that they may put
an end to this government.' • The next day the cabinet met;

» Colvile, II., Appendix 47, p. 274. by the end of December.
Apart from the authority of Kitch- > The story that he went to the
ener, Gordon's own language shows theatre the same night ia untrue
that ho Icnew himself to be in extremU
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diBcussions 'difficult but harmonious ' Th. oh«m and to Lord Hartincfton at Hn!l
^"®®° '*°* *« CHAP,

-blaming her mini^ten, for whath^ h
*" ^"'^ '*^««""" J!l.

not in cipher a« usual, but op^rt^Cl~* ^^^^^^
to the Queen in r«ply (Feb 5 «j«!' ^^**K^°« addressed

couwe taken by the cabinet t/^^ * vindication of the

unedifying and'^a J^Zp^Vl^^^ "^ '''' *° ''^ •»

Tb Me ^u«en

-^''^^y^ZL^r.^^^^^^ .our
received this day from Lo^Wo selev *^/f

°'*^'« -*«"'«-ce
fearful to consider that the flfoftC "'*'^* '* '^ *«»

prevented and many preciou, li
^^*'*°"™ "I'ght have been

Gladstone does nT^^ZlZ'^T I'
"^^'" -"-• ^r.

possessed by your Z'sTy tut ^ *'\"'^"^ "' ^"'^^--*

^coUection at the momen; ^ Z "" ''' '°'°™*"°'^ -^
follow the conclusion which LrM-T f^^''^''

*^^« *«

thus to announce. Mr. Gklo„e :, T ^'^'^ ^^° P^«*««<i

Lord Wolseley's force mlhtir V^"' '^' ^"^P^^^^"" that

save Khartou^, hrnot" W^- r^""*'^ ^^^"^'^ *°

circuitous route' along the ri:':ConV '' '"'^ '^*"^^ ''^ »
General Gordon, to occupy b'J^^^^

'"^^^^^ ^PP»<««on of

tination. He speaks, how^ wth submi
"' *° *'^ '"^^ '^^

kind. There is indeed in som« n ^ "" ''^ * P"»"* »* ^^^^

route ought to have blen chor T V ''"^' *'** *^« "-'
navigation of the me7n ts

" "" '"''" P"^"^' ^'^^ ^^ ^^^

that Of the Thames, thL^ig 'CZZ '? " "^" ^""^ ^
But when, on the first symptoms^!;

!.'"'' ''°""'* °' '•^P«'««h.

Gordon in Khartoum wJ2 J ^°'^"'° ''^ ««°«^^
once sought from the ml^ol T"*"^'

y^""" ^^^J^^ty's advisers at

they couM obtaintSngr;?,' '""" *'^ ^^* '"^--^tion
-ny and authority w^S^ ^^̂ ^^^^^^^^

of testi-

Suakm and Berber route with J^ T ' *^^ '^^ "^ the

entertained in preferenc^ r'o/JL Tt unT^''^^
difficulties, was

that the weight of opinion and ^1 T * '"""^ ^^*^^ P^"«i
tive choice of the Nile route vl™" '''""'^*^'' '"^^ ^^S"'"

aware that climate and distance weTelTrntlT^'f^^
""" "^"

-d Of the enemy, and theyW^ .^^rwrplX
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adequate military meanii, never to lose from view what might
have proved to be the destruction of the gallant army in the
Soudan. It is probable that abundant wrath and indignation will
on this occasion be poured out upon them. Nor will they com-
plain if so it should be ; but a partial consolation may be found
on reflecting that neither aggressive policy, nor military disaster,
nor any gross error in the application of means to ends, has marked
this series of difficult proceedings, which, indeed, have greatly
redounded to the honour of your Majesty's forces of all ranks
and arms. In these remarks which Mr. Gladstone submits with
his humble devotion, he has taken it for granted that Khar-
toum has fallen through the exhaustion of its means of defence.
But your Majesty may observe from the telegram that
this is uncertain. Both the correspondent's account and that
of Major Wortley refer to the delivery of the town by treachery,
a contingency which on some previous occasions General Gordon
has treated as far from improbable; and which, if the notice
existed, was likely to operate quite independently of the particular
time at which a relieving force might arrive. The presence of
the enemy in force would naturally suggest the occasion, or per-
haps even the apprehension of the approach of the British army.
In pointing to these considerations, Mr. Gladstone is far from
assuming that they are conclusive upon the whole case ; in dealing
with which the government has hardly ever at any of its stapes
been furnished sufficiently with those means of judgment which
rational men usuaUy require. It may be that, on a retrospect,
many errors will appear to have been committed. There are
many reproaches, from the most opposite quarters, to which it

might be difficult to supply a conclusive answer. Among them, and
perhaps among the most difficult, as far a-* Mr. Gladstone can judge,
would be the reproach of those who might argue that our projier
business was the protection of Egypt, that it never was in military
danger from the Mahdi, and that the most prudent course would
have been to provide it with adequate frontier defences, and to
assume no responsibility for the lands beyond the desert.

One word more. Writing to one of liis former colleagues
long after Mr. Gladstone says :—

Jan. 10, "90.— In the Gordon case we all, and I rather promi-



I^ST WORDS
169

vEt.Ta.
It waa unfortunate that he shTw ^ V"""""

°' °"^'""J^ »««•
turning upside down «ldlM out « ? '"°'- ^"^"i« ^y
which he had left En^Jr^^Z^l'^Z""'"*'""

^'^^
approval. Had my views about zlZ

''*^ °^***"«d our
have removed our'difflou'etl^o'L'"".'' '* "^"''^ -*
moved, and with the tories and th^WslT ' "'**"'^ ^*-
demnatory address. My own o2i ^'' "^''^' » «on-
iustify our doing so much r^seTn" " *'*' *' ^« ^"^^ to
Had the partyUhedKta^r"*';";'",°""°^'°'"« »«>'«•

come away (as I suppose) 1^^.,° "' ""' "^"^'^ °°* ^^-e
another form.

^' *^* '^*"°a '^ould have arisen in

In 1890 an application wm »«-j x „
a certain foreign writer wC^r.*" . '• ^^*o«« V
Gordon and his missio^' Si oidston '•^'T

*" ^^^'^^^ °^
runs to this effect :_ ^^dstone s reply (Jan. 11, '90)

that I feel myself precludedW upplX"" "'*° ' ''^
entenng upon any communicationTforI! ^ ^ ""^ '""^'^^^ «'
against the charges which TfZ / ^"P°'' °^ selfKiefence

accepted against mysIlfaLTJL?^^^ ' "^'''^^ -«'J«ly

"eetion with GenerGol'Tl* *t t''"'*
°' '^^^ '° «°-

^'yfriendslthinkinmanyeasesi:;;''^ ''^' " *''^ --*^'
Gordon's much-lamented de^thLT .

"^"^"*"^«' ^^at General
are concerned, against the no .^ '''"'^ ^^"' ^° ^^r as we
to present on ZT.ZVZT^T'"' "^'"'^ ^^ ^^'"^'^^
-•". I hope, excuse T Tom"1 .'"^'- ^° *^'« accountyou

n832) pp. iM-7
• ^/^""''^I'Ong Bey
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1 AM awan th«t the age ii not what we all wi«b, bat I am rare *hax
the only means to check it* degeneracy to heartily to concur in
whatever U best in onr time. Bdbkk.

BOOK The year 1885 must be counted as in some respects the^^ severest epoch of xMr. Gladstone's Ute. The previous twelve
18M. months had not ended cheerfully. Sleep, the indispensable

restorer, and usually his constant friend, was playing him
false. The last entry in his diary was this :—
The year closed with a bad night, only one hour and a half of

sleep, which will hardly do to work upon. There is much that I
should like to have recorded But the pressure on me is too
great for the reqaisite recollection. It is indeed a time of Stunn
und Drang. What with the confusion of affairs, and the disturb-
ance of my daily life by the altered character of my nights, I
cannot think in calm, but can only trust and pray.

He was unable to be present at the dinner of the tenants,
and his eldest son in his absence dwelt once more on his
fathers wish to retire, whenever occasion should come, from
the public service, or at \e.,st from that kind of service to the
public which imposed on brra such arduous efforts.
One great element of yomusion was the sphinx's riddle of

Egyptian finance. On his birthday, among a dozen occupa-
tions, he says: 'A little woodcraft for helping sleep; wrote
mem. on Egyptian finance wLich I hope may help to clearmy brain and nerves.' And this was a characteristic way of
seeking a cure

;
for now and at every time, any task that

demanded close thought and firm expression was his surest
170
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irS'theJ'ou^CS'Z^^^^ **'•' '"'"'^•^« P-»- CHAP
of hi. cabinet, b^to7£:,xzrLt:rTj' "°^ •^"'^^he WM forced to I nt.^«.. * 7 Jf

'"'""• O" January :.'0 TTTT

• letter to I^rJ Onurvill^
' " "" "°°«««'«'y wrote

t/anwarw 22. 18*5 ««» r

door to door, through Z, *"
t * ^^""^^ "' «* ^oum from

the London and rorth Wea^^^^^^^^^^^^^

""' "'•'^^"^•^ •''•»^-« of

by special service
^**™ ""''''*^' '^'»'<'h «"«rely »I>oil. me

He referred to thl d^ruTtie" TUh^J^ T^^ T^acknowledged the considerateness 0^1! t
'8™tefully'

point always urged upon htw^ not I H t
"'^ '''' *'"

party. But, he said, cVn we avoTkhl .
"^ ^^^^ "'^"^

short time after vou ret1 T I
''^"'^ "P' '^'^^i" « very

to be regardXC«:r;^;^J,^^^^^^^^^ *^-^oS;
two sentences. First I adm^.T! *

^ ""'d, my reply is in

not improbable therT^ayt a ^n
^^-various symptoms it i,

party. But if a ruptuTof'^h^ '

Jcrs'^^h"
'"^' "^ '''

sentence— it will nnm«
comes,— this is my second

cl..r and ,Z P^Ui™lir^^X f. T" r"""^
"

'""• «»« ™ae.v„„r te av„idtti.^tli ';'™'
^''° '" "«

one of the points of ihi. F™„.- '' mpture on
the proper b^sinl ofXl^l^^^^^^^^ ^- -^^i'ie

which does not turn unon I • ,
'' ^^°"^ '^' Po^«"»

which the count rundmtanrr"^^ ^"""' ^"'^ «»-»*

most part, very StL A lw. u '*
""*'''"»' ^""^ '^'^^ for the

p/ w!? *^" '^^ ^^^'^ ^'thout rejoindery-.^.—We are going to Holker next we^k «n^ w "
he would try to come and see me thel

''"^'''«*°" "^'^

;
wondeially wTll a^ildl ^dt 'Z' wh

""t ^' ^^^°"«^^«
I^-i Hartington, and whe.7hrto;i^;.TedCt^^^

* Above, p. 166.
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\r2 INTEUXOK OF THE CABINET

BOOK cipher telegram (on February 5) bringing the evil news of
^,^^__, the fall of Khartoum.

1886. It is not uninteresting to see how the notion of Mr. Glad-
stone's retirement, now much talked of in his family, affected
a friendly, philosophic, and most observant onlooker. Lord
Acton wrote to him (February 2) :

You mean that the new parliament, the first of our democratic
constitution, shall begin its difficult and perilous course without
the services of a leader who has greater experience and authority
than any other man. You design to withdraw your assistance
when most urgently needed, at the moment of most conservative
apprehension and most popular excitement. By the choice of this
particular moment for retirement you increase the danger of the
critical transition, because nobody stands as you do between the
old order of things and the new, or inspires general confidence;
and the lieutenants of Alexander are not at their best. Next year's
change will appear vast and formidable to the suspicious foreigner,
who will be tempted to doubt our identity. It is in the national
mterest to reduce the outer signs of change, to bridge the apparent
chasm, to maintain the traditional character of the state. The
unavoidable elements of weakness will be largely and voluntarily
aggravated by their untimely coincidence with an event which
must, at any time, be a blow to the position of England among the
Powers. Your absence just then must grievously diminish our
credit. ... You alone inspire confidence that what is done for
the great masses shall be done with a full sense of economic re-
sponsibility A divided liberal party and a weak conserva-
tive party mean the supremacy of the revolutionary Irish. . . .'

To this Mr. Gladstone replied :—
10 Downing Street, Feb. 11, 1885 Your argument against

letting the outworn hack go to grass, depends wholly on a certain
proposition, namely this, that there is about to be a crisis in the
history of the constitution, growing out of the extension of the
franchise, and that it is my duty to do what I can in aiding to
steer the ship through the boiling waters of this crisis. My answer
18 simple. There is no crisis at all ia view. There is a process
of slow modification and development mainly in directions which
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I view with misgivinsr «T« ^

onthatside,is„o,„orelikethJ'^
democracy,' the favourite idea crap

bml, than it ia li,e liJltl TZT "'''' '" ^'"^'^ ' -« ^only a demagogism not ennobled t.'"'
^' '' ^'''^^S-Smr., ^V

liberty, but applied in the w rsttt L ^'°' '''""'"•'" °^
*

respecting,eco„omic
elements wlnlh u,

"^"^^ ^'^^ P^«'««. law-
giving upon the fomentatirolt?^^^^^^^^
as obstinately atta<.hed as evei to i '' ^""^ ^*'" '" «««ret
interests. The liberalism of toJa,

'''' ^'"'''^^' ^^ «la«3
described as ennobling the old. ^ ^'"'^ ^° ^^at I have
^ar from being good' I

:' r^r^T "^^'' ""^
tion,_that is to say, taking intot, T I"'

'""'^ ^^" -"«^ruc-
ness of the individual man 'C th \f "" ''''' *^« busi-
to estrange me, and have had for mlr" ' ^'^ °*'" ''" ""^^
this, there is no crisis. I have ev n tTe

7^^''- ^"*' ^'^'^ ^^
change may give undue encou al^nent toT *'? "'"'^ *^« -"-g
favourable to the economic p^S l!

•'°"«'^'^<=tion/ it will be
the sense of justice which b^lt^lT^^^^ ^^^
never knowingly join ha«ds w trth!7 . i^

'"" '^' ™^^'^«« ^H
;hole, I do not abandon the hope that ^ ''"^"^'°- ^" ^^e
distemper, and have not the smallest I T "'"^'^^ *'« ^^^"'^'^

acute or convulsive action. Y^tll ^'^ '"°^"^ ^^^^ *«
evil mind. ...

^""^ ^^^^« '"e therefore rooted in my

The activity of tht> l^ff ^ •

vulsive, becai r^^:i.L7LZ'^' P"''*^''' ^"* ^^ «-
of the right wing to be ina v^.^'r Chal*,!:^" •

''^ '^--
rapidly advancing in public nlL-

^^'^^nberiain had been
tHat the agitationVnsf;i'ZroTC?^ "''^ ^'^^-^^
the beginning and not the end At r

^'^"^^^^ *« be only
he said this country had been call ^'JP'"^''^ (January 14),
-d warned his au'dienee "o n^rt T''" °' *'^ "°^'
the purgatory of the poor wfVn l'"^

'' ^'^ '^^^i"
of local government must b^'alnTod 1^'"" *'^'** '•^^^'-'n

next parliament, and spoke il f
'^'

t' ''^'"^ «f the
creation of small pronrLtors th"

7'"' °^ ^"otments, the
the total property of tie?; ' ^ '"'"^ °^ * «™«" ta^ on
Mr. Gladstone's aUeLil^vlE' 7' 1 '"« «'^"-«-

--.andhereplientr,^---^^
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BOOK thought some of them were ' on various grounds open to
^-^ grave objection,' yet they seemed to raise no 'definite point
1886. on which, in liis capacity of prime minister, he was entitled

to interfere and lecture the speaker.' A few days later,
more terrible things were said by Mr. Chamberiain at
Birmingham. He pronounced for the abolition of plural
voting, and in favour of payment of members, and man-
hood suffrage. He also advocated a bill for enabling local
communities to acquire land, a graduated income-tax, and
the breaking up of the great estates as the first step inland
reform. This deliverance waa described by not unfriendly
critics as 'a little too much the speech of the agitator of the
future, rather than of the minister of the present.' Mr.
Gladstone made a lenient communication to the orator, to the
effect that 'there had better be some explanations among
them when they met.' To Lord Granville he wrote (January

Upon the whole, weak-kneed liberals have caused us more
trouble in the present pariiament than radicals. But I think
these declarations by Chamberiain upon matters which cannot,
humanly speaking, become practical before the next pariiament,'
can hardly be construed otherwise than as having a remote and
(in that sense) far-sighted purpose which is ominous enough.
The opposition can hardly fail in their opportunity, I must add
in their duty, to make them matter of attack. Such things will
happen casually from time to time, and always with inconvenience— but there is here a degree of method and system which seem to
give the matter a new character.

It will be seen from his tone that Mr. Gladstone, in all the
embarrassments arising from this source, showed complete
freedom from personal irritation. Like the lofty-minded man
he was, he imputed no low motives to a colleague because
the colleague gave him trouble. He recognised by now
that m his cabinet the battle was being fought between old
time and new. He did not allow his dislike of some of the
new methods of forming public opinion, to prevent him from
doing full justice to the energetic and sincere public spirit
behind them. He had, moreover, quite enough to do with
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ominorfor^h°eSutre'!Tl^^^^^^ signs that were chap.
Granville (March 24, 1884) hlZt J '

"" * ^^^^' ^ Lc-rd
.

^
will, perhaps, be of g^eritt; T."'^''.'^

" ^''^'"''^'^ '^-^
party complexion, ft i'at anv . f""'^^^'^^ °^ «''her

-e^.«in--theriXSi:rL:^S^^^
'VV hat are divisions in a cabinet •> T„

of views stated, and if need be'. 7 °P'°''*"' '^•^^^^"ces

surrendered with a view to aclm ^', '
""^ ^'^^^ ^^^^^^^^

in a cabinet.' By til
^"'1"^'""°"^™ ""* 'divisions

-erences on -Ls^lSlTrL^^^^^^^^^^^^

^:t:-^t---f^"ortf^^^^
the matter now stand n/^tl' wT"*'^ «^^«««-« ^'^

FebXT One^'onhi;' Z^'^^"'"
^-'^^'^ ^"^land on

on the Jay, wl^aV e^Irsl^ ^^^^

^Ij^^^^^^
^^^

to the government, and so^t vT. ,

'"''"^'^ P"' *° «»d
be expected, Sir Stafford NorthcoZ

.""''/ '''• ^^ "^ *°

Mr. (Gladstone informed the On .^ ^"'" ""^ *'«"«"«•

division, that the Zct of ti H
"'^ *^' ^"^^ ^^°'' *he

equivocal.' If ther7wl a ch' "".'
"''^ '^"^^°«« ^'^d

ministry, he said, the Ttionalt
"^ ^^^^'t^^owing the

«nd vote as a b;dy with ^ r^''- '
^''"^ '"' *° *^'

Goschen, and somTmelbet of H^"^'
.''" ^°"^'-' M-

li^ral party, were like
ly'SLfto dot^ "'*'"" °' *^«

absta n. These circumstLces looked tn T''
°'" '^' *°

*ble issue, if not in the shape of !n
^™*' *° ""^"^«"^-

'« the form of a n.aioHt;to%li\f-^^^^^^^^^
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BOOK ment to carry on with adequate authority and efficiency.

^__^ I«i the debate, said Mr. Gladstone, Lord Hartiiigtou re-»Uted

1886. witl* measured force the position of the governnienr. and
overthrew the contention that had taken a very forward
place in the indictment against ministers, that theii- great
offence was the failure to send forward General Graham's
force to relieve General Gordon. In the courae of this
debate Mr. Goschen warned the government that if they
flinched from the policy of smashing the Mahdi at Khartoum,
lie should vote against them. A radical below the gangway
upon this went to the party whip and declared, with equal
resolution, that if the government insisted on tlie policy,
then it would be for him and others to vote against them.
Sir William Harcourt, in a speech of great power, satisfied
the gentlemen below the gangway, and only a small handful
of the party went into the lobby with the opposition and
the Irish. The division was taken at four in the morning
(February 28), and the result was that the government which
had come in with morning radiance five years ago, was worn
down to an attenuated majority of fourteen.

*

When the numbers were declared, Mr. Glpdstone iiid
to a colleague on the bench, 'That will do: Whether this
delphic utterance meant that the size of the majority
would justify resignation or retention, the colleague was
not sure. When the cabinet met at a more mellowed
hour in the day, the question between going out of office
and staying in, was fully discussed. Mere considerations
of ease all pointed one way, for, if they held on, they
would seem to be dependent on tory support; trouble

,
was brewing with Russia, and the Seats bill would not be
through in a hurry. On the other hand, fourteen was
majority enough to swear by, the party would be surprised
by resignation and discouraged, and retirement would
wear the look of a false position. In fact Mr. Gladstone,
in spite of his incessant sighs for a hermit's calm, was
always for fighting out every position to the last trench.
I can think of no exception, and even when the time came
ten years later, he thought his successors pusillanimous for

» For the censure, 288 ; against, 302.
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m)OK interests of Great Britain. As we shall see, Mr. Gladstone

^__^ was as little disposed as Chatham or Palmerston to shrink

1886. fro™ the defence of the legitimate rights or obligations of
his country. But the action of Russia in Afghanistan be-
came an added and rather poignant anxiety.

As early as March 12 the cabinet found it necessary to
consider the menacing look of things on the Afghan frontier.

Military necessities in India, as Mr. Gladstone described to
the Queen what was in the mind of her ministers, 'might
conceivably at this juncture come to overrule the present
intentions as to the Soudan as part of them, and it would
consequently be imprudent to do anything which could
practically extend our obligations in that quarter; as it is the
entanglement of the British forces in Soudanese operations,
which would most powerfully tempt Russia to adopt aggres-
sive measures.' Three or four weeks later these considerations
came to a head. The question put by Mr. Gladstone to his
colleagues was this: 'Apart from the defence of Egypt,
which no one would propose to abandon, does there appear
to be any obligation of honour or any inducement of policy
(for myself I should add, is there any moral warrant ?) that
should lead us in the present state of the demands on the
empire, to waste a large portion of our army in fighting
against nature, and I fear also fighting against liberty (such
liberty as the case admits) in the Soudan ? ' The assumptions
on which the policy had been founded had all broken
down. Osman Digna, instead of being readily crushed, had
betaken himself to the mountains and could not be got at.

The railway from Suakin to Berber, instead of serving
the advance on Khartoum in the autumn, could not pos-
sibly be ready in time. Berber, instead of being taken be-
fore the hot season, could not be touched. Lord Wolseley,
instead of being able to proceed with his present forces
or a moderate addition, was already asking for twelve
more battalions of infantry, with a proportion of other
arms.

Mr. Gladstone's own view of this crisis is to be found in

a memorandum dated April 9, circulated to the cabinet three
or four days before the question came up for final settle-
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opeiations of the highest importance. But we have no right to

. cast on him any responsibility beyond what is strictly military.

It is not surely possible that he should decide policy, and that

we should atlopt and answer for it, even where it is in conflict

with the announcements we have made in parliament.

liy the time of these critical cabinets in April Sir Evelyn
Baring had spontaneously expressed his views, and with a
full discussion recommended abandonment of the expedi-
tion to Khartoum.

On the second day the matter was again probed and sifted

and weighed.

At the third cabinet the decision was taken to retire

from the Soudan, and to fix the southern frontier of Egypt
at the line where it was left for twelve years, until appre-
hension of designs of another European power on the
upper waters of the Nile was held to demand a new policy.

Meanwhile, the policy of Mr. Gladstone's cabinet was adopted
and followed by Lord Salisbury when he came into oflBce.

He --as sometimes pressed to reverse it, and to overthrow the
dervish power at Khartoum. To any importunity of this

kind. Lord Salisbury's answer was until 1896 unwavering.

»

It may be worth noting that, in the course of his corre-

spondence with the Queen on the change of policy in the
Soudan, Mr. Gladstone casually indulged in the luxury of a
historical parallel. 'He must assure your Majesty,' he
wrote in a closing sentence (April 20), ' that at least he has
never in any cabinet known any question more laboriously

or more conscientiously discussed ; and he is confident that

the basis of action has not been the mere change in the

public view (which, however, is in some cases imperative, as

1
' We do not depart in any degree

from the policy of leaving the Soudan.
As to the civilisation which the noble
and gallant earl [Lord Duadonald]
would impose upon us the duly of
restoring, it could only be carried
out by a large and costly expedition,
entailing enormous sacrifice of blood
and treasure, and for the present a
continuous expenditure, which I do
not think the people of this country
would sanction. . . . The defence
of otir retention of Suakin is that

it is a very serious obstacle to the
renewal and the conduct of tliat

slave trade which is always trying
to pass over from Africa into Asia.
I do not think that the retention
of Suakin is of any advantage to
the Egyptian government. If I

were to speak purely from the
point of view of that government's
own interest, I should say, " Abandon
Suakin at once.'"— Lord Salisbur>-,
in the House of Lords, March 16, 1888.
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M it declares, in ita first clause, that the further prosecutioo of

,
offeuuive war (ou tlie uuntiuent of America) ' will be the means

of weakening the efforts of this country against her European

enemies,' February 27, 1782. This was followed, on March 4, by

an address ou the same basis ; and by a resolution declaring that

any ministers who should advise or attempt to frustrate it should

be considered ' as enemies to his Majesty and to this country.'

I ought, perhaps, to add that I have never stated, and I do not

conceive, that a change in the public opinion of the country is

the ground on which the cabinet have founded the change in their

advice concerning the Soudan.

m
The reader has by this time perhaps forgotten how

Mr. Gladstone good-humouredly remonstrated with Lord

Palmerston for associating him as one of the same school

as Cobden and Bright.* The twenty intervening years had

brought him more and more into sympathy with those two

eminent comrades in good causes, but he was not any less

alive to the inconvenience of the label. Speaking in Mid-

lothian after the dissolution in 1880, he denied the cant

allegation that to instal the liberals in power would be to

hand over the destinies of the country to the Manchester

school.' * Abhorring all selfishness of policy,' he said,

' friendly to freedom in every country of the earth attached,

to the modes of reason, detesting the ways of force, this

Manchester school, this peace-jarty, has sprung prema-

turely to the conclusion that wars may be considered as

having closed their melancholy and miserable history, and

that the affairs of the world may henceforth be conducted

by methods more adapted to the dignity of man, more

suited both to his strength and to his weakness, less likely

to lead him out of the ways of duty, to stimulate bis evil

passions, to make him guilty before God for inflicting misery

on his fellow-creatures.' Such a view, he said, was a serious

error, though it was not only a respectable, it was even a

noble error. Then he went on, ' However much you may
detest war— and you cannot detest it too much— there is

> Above, vol. U. p. 49. * Edinburgh, March 17, 1880.
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the credit and the authority of a sovereign— our protected
ally— who had committed no offence. All I say is, we
cannot in that state of things close this book and say, " We
will look into it no more." We must do our best to have
right done in the matter.'

Here those who were most adverse to the Soudan policy
stood firmly with their leader, and when Mr. Gladstone
proposed a vote of credit for eleven millions, of which six
and a half were demanded to meet 'the case for prepara-
tion,' raised by the collision at Penjdeh, he was supported
with much more than a mechanical loyalty, alike by the
regular opposition and by independent adherents below his
own gangway. The speech in which he moved this vote
of a war supply (April 27) was an admirable example both
of sustained force and lucidity in exposition, and of a com-
bined firmness, dignity, reserve, and right human feeling,
worthy of a g^3at minister dealing with an international
situation of extreme delicacy and peril. Many anxious
moments followed

; for the scene of quarrel was far off,
details were hard to clear up, diplomacy was sometimes'
ambiguous, popular excitement was heated, and the lan-
guage of faction was unmeasured in its violence. The
preliminary resolution on the vote of credit had been re-
ceived with acclamation, but a hostile motion was -ade
from the front opposition bench (May 11), though discord
on a high imperial matter was obviously inconvenient
enough for the public interest. The mover declared the
government to have murdered so many thousand men and
to have arranged a sham arbitration, and this was the pre-
lude to other speeches in the same koy. Sir S. Northcote
supported the motion— one to displace the ministers on a
bill that it was the declared intention not to oppose. The
division was taken at half-past two in the morning, after
a vigorous speech from the prime minister, and the govern-
ment only counted 290 against 260. In the minority were
42 followers of Mr. Parnell. This premature debate cleared
the air. Worked with patience and with vigorous prepara-
tions at the back of conciliatory negotiation, the question was
prosecuted to a happy issue, and those who had done their
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, burden. To Mrs. Gladstone he writes from Downing Street
1886. on May-day :—

Rather oppressed and tired with the magnitude and the com-
plication of subjects on my mind, I did not think of writing by
the first post, but I will now supply the omission by making use
of the second. As to all the later history of this ministry, which
is now entering on its sixth year, it has been a wild romance of
politics, with a continual succession of hairbreadth escapes and
strange accidents pressing upon one another, and it is only from
the number of dangers we have passed through already, that one
can be bold enough to hope we may pass also through what yet
remain. Some time ago I told you that dark as the sky was with
many a thunder-cloud, there were the possibilities of an admirable
situation and result, and for me a wind-up better than at any time
I could have hoped. Russia and Ireland are the two great dangers
remaining. The ' ray ' I mentioned yesterday for the first is by
no means extinct toniay, but there is nothing new of a serious
character

;
what there is, is good. So also upon the Irish com-

plications there is more hope than there was yesterday, although
the odds may still be heavily against our getting forward unitedly
in a satisfactory manner.

On May 2, as he was looking at the pictures in the
Academy, Lord Granville brought him tidings of the
Russian answer, which meant peace. His short entries tell

a brave story:—
May 3, Swriday.— Dined at Marlborough House. They were

most kind and pleasant. But it is so unsundaylike and unrestful.
I am much fatigued in mind and body. Yet very happy. May 4.— Wrote to Lord Spencer, Mr. Chamberlain, Sir C. Dilke, Lord
Granville. Conclave. H. of C, 4f-8+ and 9^-2^ Spoke on
Russian question. A heavy day. Much knocked up. May5.—
. . . Another anxious, very anxious day, and no clearing of the sky
as yet. 15ut after all that has come, what may not come ? May 14,
Ascension Day.— Most of the day was spent in anxious interviews,
and endeavours to bring and keep the members of the cabinet
together. 3fay 15.— Cabinet 24^. Again stiff. But I must not
lose heart.
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— .«8CH, Prom. V. 648.

^
)f mortal men thwart the ordered purpose

What wm to be the Irish policy? The Crimes Act would
,

expire m August, and the state of parties in parliament and
of sections within the cabinet, together with the approach
of the general election, made the question whether that Act
should be renewed, and if so on what terms, an issue of
crucial importance. There were good grounds for suspecting
that tones were even then intimating to the Irish that if
Lord Salisbury should come into office, they would drop
coercion, just as the liberals had dropped it when thev
caiue into office in 1880, and like them would rely upon
the ordinary law. On May 15 Mr. Gladstone announced in
terms necessarily vague, because the new bill was not settled,
that they proposed to continue what he described as certain
clauses of a valuable and equitable description in the existing
Coercion Act.

No pariiamentary situation could be more tempting to an
astute opposition. The signs that the cabinet was not united
were unmistakable. The leader of the little group of four
clever men below the gangway on the tory side gave signs
that he espied an opportunity. This was one of the occasions
^at disclosed the intrepidity of Lord Randolph Churchill.
He made a speech after Mr. Gladstone's announcement of a

188
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* May 20, 1886.
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darkness, was never explained when this secret decision some

J months later was revealed to the public.^ If there was no
intention of making the decision known to the Irishmen,
the purpose of so unusual a proceeding would be inscrutable.

Was it made known to them ? Mr. McCarthy, at the time
acting for his leader, has described circumstantially how
the Irish were eudeavouring to obtain a pledge against
coercion ; how two members of the tory party, one of them
its recognised whip, came to him in succession declaring
that they came straight from Lord Salisbury with certain

propositions; how he found the assurance unsatisfactory,

and asked each of these gentlemen in turn on different

nights to go back to Lord Salisbury, and put further ques-
tions to him ; and how each of them professed to have gone
back to Lord Salisbury, to have conferred with him, and to

have brought back his personal assurance." On the other
hand, it has been uniformly denied by the tory leaders that
there was ever any compact whatever with the Irishmen at
this moment. We are not called upon here to decide in a
conflict of testimony which turns, after all, upon words so
notoriously slippery as pledge, compact, or understanding.
It is enough to mark what is not denied, that Lord Salisbury
and his confidential friends had resolved, subject to official

information, to drop coercion, and that the only visible

reason why they should form the resolution at that particular

moment was its probable effect upon Mr. larnell.

n
Let us now return to the ministerial camp. There the

whig wing of the cabinet, adhering to Lord Spencer, were
for a modified renewal of the Coercion Act, with the balm
of a land purchase bill and a limited extension of self-

government in local areas. The radical wing were averse
to coercion, and averse to a purchase bill, but they were
willing to yield a milder form of coercion, on condition that

the cabinet would agree not merely to small measures of

self-government in local areas, but to the erection of a

1 The story was told by Lord R. a Mr. McCarthy's speech at Hull,
Churchill In a speech at Sheffield, Dec. 16, 1887.
Sept 4, 1886.

It
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a great battle for the Crimes Act.) My difficulty would lie not in
,

my pledges or declarations (though these, of a public character, are
serious), but in my opinions.

Under th^se circumstonces, I said, I take into view the freedom
of my own position. My engagements to my colleagues are
fulfilled; the great Russian question is probably settled; if we
stand f in on the Soudan, we are now released from that embarrass-
ment; and the Egyptian question, if the financial convention be
safe, no longer presents any very serious difficulties. I am entitled
to lay down my office as having done my work.

Consequently the very last thing I should contemplate is
opening the Irish difficulty in connection with my resignation,
should I resign. It would come antecedently to any parliamentary
treatment of that problem. If thereafter the secession of some
members should break up the cabinet, it would leave behind it an
excellent record at home and abroad. Lord Granville, while ready
to resign his office, was not much consoled by this presentation of
the case.

Late in the month (May 23) Mr. Gladstone wrote a long
letter to the Queen, giving her 'some idea of the shades of
opinion existing in the cabinet with reference to legislation for
Ireland.' He thought it desirable to supply an outline of
this kind, because the ribject was sure to recur after a short
time, and was 'like,, to exercise a most important influence
in the coming parliament on the course of affairs.' The two
points on which there was considerable divergence of view
were the expiry of the Crimes Act, and the concession of
local government. The Irish viceroy was ready to drop a large
portion of what Mr. Gladstone called coercive provisions,
whUe retaining provisions special to Ireland, but favouring
the efficiency of the law. Other ministers were doubtful
whether any special legislation was needed for Irish criminal
law. Then on the point whether the new bill should be for
two^ years or one, some, including Mr. Gladstone andW Spencer, were for the longer term, others, including
Mr. ^Chamberlain and Sir Charies Dilke, for the shorter. At
last the whole cabinet agreed to two years. Next for local
government,— some held that a liberal move in this region
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some changed their minds and, having resisted, at last

, inclined to acquiesce. Ministers were aware from the corre-

spond nee of one of them with an eminent third person, that

Mr. Parnell approved the scheme, and in consideration of it

would even not oppose a very limited Crimes bill. Thiu,

however, was no temptation to all of them; perhaps it had
the contrary effect. When it came to the full cabinet, it

could not be carried. All the peers except Lord Granvill

were against it. All the Commoners except Lord Uartington
were for it. As the cabinet broke up (May 9), the prime
minister said to one colleague, *Ah, they will rue this

day ' ; and to another, * Within six years, if it please God to

spare their lives, they will be repenting in sackcloth and
ashes.' Later in the day he wrote to one of them, 'The
division of opinion in the cabinet on the subject of local

government with a central board for Ireland was so marked,
and if I may use the expression, so dian rical, that I

dismissed the subject from my mind, anu sorrowfully

accepted the negative of what was either a majority, or

a moiety of the entire cabinet.'

This decision, more profoundly critical than anybody
excepting Mr. Gladstone an-l perhaps Mr. Chamberlain
seemed to be aware, left all existing di£Sculties as acute aa

ever. In the middle of May things looked very black.

The scheme for a central board was dead, though, wrote
Mr. Gladstone to the viceroy, • for the present only. It will

quickly rise again, at I think, perhaps in larger dimensiom'
Some members of the cabinet, he knew not how many, would
resign rather than demand from parliament, without a

Central Board bill, the new Coercion Act. If such resigna-

tions took place, how was a Coercion bill to be fought

through the House, when some liberals had already declared

that they would resist it ?

On May 15 drafts not only of a Coercion bill, but of a bill

for land purchase, came before the cabinet. Much objection

was taken to land purchase, especially by the two radi-

cal leaders, and it was agreed to forego such a bill for the

present session. The viceroy gravely lamented this decision,

and Mr. Gladstone entered into communication with Mr.

'^M.

lii;
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to Hawuden, and dived into Lechler'u Wyeliffe, Walpole*
, Qtoryt IIL^ Conrad on German Union, Cooper on the
Atonement, and so forth. Among other goeats at Hawarden
came Lord Wolverton, with much converMtion ; we opened
rather a new view as to my retirement.' What the new
view was we do not know, but the couversation was resumed
and again resumed, until the unwelcome day (June 4) fur

raturn to Downing Street. Before returning, however, Mr.
Gladstone set forth his view of the internal crisis in a letter

to Lord Hartington .- —
To Lord ffartington.

May 30, 1886.— I am sorry but not surprised that your rather

remarkable strength should have given way under the pressure of

labour or anxiety or both. Almost the whole period of this

ministry, particularly the year and a half since the defeat of

Hicks, and most particularly of all, the four months since the
morning when you deciphered the Khartoum telegram at Holker,
have been without example in my experience, as to the gravity

and diversity of difficulties which they have presented. What I

hope is that they will not discourage you, or any of our colleagues,

in your anticipations of the future. It appears to me that there is

not one of them, viewed in the gross, which has been due to our

own action. By viewing in the gross, I mean taking the Egyptian
question as one. When we subdivide betreen Egypt proper and
the Soudan, I find what seem to me two grave errors in our

management of the Soudan business : the first our landiuif at

Suakin, the second the mission of Gordon, or rather the choice of

Gordon for that mission. But it sometimes happens that the

arrors gravest in their consequences are also the most pardonable.

And these errors were surely pardonable enough in themselves,

without relying on the fact that they were approved by the public

opinion of the day and by the opposition. Plenty of other and
worse errors have been urged upon us which we have refused or

avoided. I do not remember a single good measure recommended
by opponents, which we have declined to adopt (or indeed any

good measure which they have recommended at all). We certainly

have worked hard. I believe that according to the measure of

human infirmity, we have done fairly well, but the duties we have



TO LORD HAltTIXUTON
197

-Br. 7«.
«daie upon the country ' """"'' °' ""' Predece«or. to

con::!;Lrare:;^rrc„r
M»«in principle a thingrJeT witr""°'''^'°"'^"'should have attained for th.

* «»«''ompli8hed. we
IH^sition inmost resets unu.«alv"T/

'""^ ""'^ •'•'™-' »
o«.A. to be near acco":; iZ f'C^7'

".' ""'' "' ^'"^"

fairly at work. I ahould conride thrE^ .

'''*''" ''°"^«"*'°»

a few comparativolv ea^vll 7 ^8yP*'«» question as withinP».iiHv. jy easy stages of sat sfactorv »inli.«,.„Xow aa regards the immediate subject. mjTc^' k. ,and Dilke, as von a«Am f« „ *• •
' " Chamberla n

•nJ I do not M. th., .„ „, „
P"""' <""«! lOiMt my will),

effect Their error ;iirhori " ''" °' *'^ '-""^^-^^

Forgivemeif InowT^akr. ' ?,"^ "*" ^« ^^^^ *»»«•

of few, in which I a^^M them T"" °" ^ '"^"«^' -«
firmly convinced thaHn 1. '

'^^ °°* ^''^ y^"" ^ «»
hold a winning posiL jrl T'""'"' '"' '^'"''^^ '^^7

neatly comproLsT You' win all l'

'"'^'*'°'^ "°" ^^^^ -»
-hat t'aey recommend at tllll I T T"'"""'^'

^"^« *° S'^'«

There are two Tff ' . ^* '"''** *^«J^ recommend.

First as t:iT:f;t'7;;^7^^^^^^^^^^ ^"' '"^ °" *^^^ -'^i-^
would undoubtedly make att" " *'"" ^'^^ '^^

' ^- '

Secondly astothe/J:j^^el;S^^^^^ *'^ '"^'^ P«"-
«'ith any confidence urK.n 7 "''y*

^ ^° "°* '^'''^«°

'ookedmUinS^rerfr"^".''""^"' ' ^^- --nsn matters at negotiation or the conciliation of



liiij

?: m

BOOK
vni.

1886.

196 DEFEAT OF MINISTERS

leaders. I look at the question in itself, and I am deeply con-

vinced that the measure in itself will (especially if accompanied
with similar measures elsewhere, e.g. in Scotland) be good for the

country and the empire ; I do not say unmixedly good, but with

advantages enormously outweighing any drawbacks.

Apart from these differences, and taking their point of view, I

think they ought to endeavour to fight the election with you ; and
in thenew state ofajfairt which will be presented after the dissolution,

try and see what effect may be produced upon your mind, and on
other minds, when you have to look at the matter cominua and not

eminus, as actual, and not as hypothetical. I gave Chamberlain a
brief hint of these speculations when endeavouring to work upon
him ; otherwise I have not mentioned them to any one.

rv

On the day of his return to London from Hawarden Mr.
Gladstone had an interview with the two ministers with
whom on the merits he was most disposed to agree, though
he differed strongly from them as to tactics. Resignations
were still only suspended, yet the prospects of compromise
were hopeful. At a cabinet held on the following day
(June 5) it was agreed that he should in the course of a

week give notice of a bill to take the place of the expiring

Crimes Act. The point left open was whether the operative

provisions of such an Act— agreed on some time before—
should not be brought into operation without some special

act of the executive government, by proclamation, order

in council, or otherwise. Local government was still left

open. Lord Spencer crossed over from Ireland on the night
of June 7, and the cabinet met next day. All differences

were narrowed down to the point whether the enactments
against intimidation should be inoperative unless and until

the lord lieutenant should waken them into life by pro-

clamation. As it happened, intimidation had been for a

considerable time upon the increase— from which it might
be inferred either, on the one side, that coercion failed in

its object, or, on the other, that more coercion was still

indispensable. The precise state in which matters were left

at the eleventh hour before the crisis, now swiftly advancing.
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BOOK the government. The overthrow came in a different way.
^_^^ The deliberations thus summarised had been held under
1886. the shadow of a possibility, mentioned to the Queen in the

report of this last cabinet, of a coalition between the tones
and the Irish nationalists, in order to put an end to the exist-
ence of the government on their budget. This cloud at last
burst, though Mr. Gladstone at any rate with his usual
invincible adherence to the salutary rule never to bid good
morrow to the devU until you meet him, did not strongly
believe in the risk. The diary sheds no light on the state
of his expectations : —

June 6. . . . Read Amiel's Joumcd Mime. Queen's birthday
dinner, 39; went very well. Much conversation with the Prince
of Wales, who was handy and pleasant even beyond his wont.
Also had some speech of his M)n, who was on my left. June 7,
TrinUy Sunday.— Ch&^l Royal at noon and 5.30. Wrote. . . !

Saw Lord Granville
; ditto mm Kimberley. Read Amiel. Eder-

sheim on Old Testament. June 8.— Wrote, etc. . . . Pitiless
rain. Cabinet, 2-3|. . . . Spoke on budget. Beaten by 264:
262. Adjourned the House. This is a considerable event.

The amendment that led to this 'considerable event ' was
moved by Sir Michael Hicks Beach. The two points raised
by the fatal motion were, first, the increased duty on beer
and spirits without a corresponding increase on wine ; and,
second, the increase of the duty on real property while no
relief was given to rates. The fiscal issue is not material.
What was ominous was the alliance that brought about the
result.

The defeat of the Gladstone government was the firat

success of a combination between tones and Irish, that
proved of cardinal importance to policies and parties for
several critical months to come. By a coincidence that cut
too deep to be mere accident, divisions in the Gladstone
cabinet found their counterpart in insurrection among the
tory opposition. The same general forces of the hour, work-
ing through the energy, ambition, and initiative of individuals,
produced the same effect in each of the two parties; the
radical programme of Mr. Chamberlain was matched by the
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ACCESSION OF LOBD SALIBBUBT

Politics are not a drama where scenes follow one another accord-
ing to a methodical plan, where the actors exchange forms of
speech, settled beforehand : politics are a conflict of which chance
is incessantly modifying the whole course. — Soml.

BOOK In tendering his resignation to the Queen on the day following

J^^ his parliamentary defeat (June 9), and regretting that he had

1886. **®° unable to prepare her for the result, Mr. Gladstone
explained that though the government had always been
able to cope with the combined tory and nationalist opposi-
tions, what had happened on this occasion was the silent
withdrawal, under the pressure of powerful trades, from the
government ranks of liberals who abstained from voting,
while six or seven actually voted with the majority. ' There
was no previous notice,' he said, 'and it was immediately
before the division that Mr. Gladstone was apprised for the
first time of the likelihood of a defeat.' The suspicious
hinted that ministers, or at least some of them, unobtrusively
contrived their own fall. Their supporters, it was afterwards
remarked, received none of those imperative adjurations to
return after dinner that are usual on solemn occasions ; else
there could never have been seventy-six absentees. The
majority was composed of members of the tory party, six
liberals, and thirty-nine nationalists. Loud was the exulta-
tion of the latter contingent at the prostration of the coercion
system. What was natural exultation in them, may have
taken the form of modest satisfaction among many liberals,
that they could go to the country without the obnoxious
label of coercion tied round their necks. As for ministers,
it was observed that if in the streets you saw a man coming
along with a particularly elastic step and a joyful frame

202
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defeated a government, they must be prepared to accept
_, the responsibility of their action. As to the second ques-

tion, he answered that a refusal by Lord Salisbury would ob-
viously change the situation. On this, the Queen accepted
the resignations (June 11), and summoned Lord Salisbury to
Balmoral. The resignations were announced to parliament
the next day. Remarks were made at the time, indeed by
the Queen herself, at the faUure of Mr. Gladstone to seek the
royal presence. Mr. Gladstone's explanation was that, viewing
'the probably long reach of Lord Hartington's life into the
future,' he thought that he would be more useful in conversa-
tion with her Majesty than 'one whose ideas might be uncon-
sciously coloured by the limited range of the prospect before
him,' and Lord Hartington prepared to comply with the
request that he should repair to Balmoral. The visit was
eventually not thought necessary by the Queen.

In his first audience Lord Salisbury stated that though he
and his friends were not desirous of taking office, he was
ready to form a government ; but in view of the difficulties
in which a government formed by him would stand, con-
fronted by a hostile majority and unable to dissolve, he
recommended that Mr. Gladstone should be invited to re-
consider his resignation. Mr. Gladstone, however (June 13),
regarded the situation and the chain of facts that had led
up to it, as being so definite, when coupled with the readiness
of Lord Salisbury to undertake an administration, that it
would be a mere waste of valuable time for him to consult
his colleagues as to the resumption of office. Then Lord
Salisbury sought assurances of Mr. Gladstone's support, as
to finance, parliamentary time, and other points in the
working of executive government. These assurances neither
Mr. Gladstone's own temperament, nor the humour of his
friends and his party— for the erabera of the quarrel with
the Lords upon the franchise bill were still hot— allowed him
to give, and he founded himself on the precedent of the
communications of December 1845 between Peel and Russell.
In this default of assurances, Lord Salisbury thought that he
should render the Queen no useful service by taking office.
So concluded the fii-st stace.
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promise or expect smooth water. The movement of questions
such as the Crimes Act and Irish Local Government might be
accelerated. But my desire would be to do my best to prevent
the Queen being left without a government'

Mr Gladstone's view of the position is lucidly stated in
the following memorandum, like the othei-s, in his own hand,
(June 21) :— '

1. I have endeavoured in my letters (a) to avoid all contro-
versial matter; (6) to consider not what the incoming ministers
had a nght to ask, but what it was possible for us in a spirit of
conciliation to give.

2. In our opinion there was no right to demand from us
anything whatever. The declarations we have made represent
an extreme of concession. The condit; ms required, e.g. the iirst
of them [control of time], place in abeyance the liberties of parlia-
ment, by leaving it solely and absolutely in the power of the
ministers to determine on what legislative or other questions
gxcept supply) it shall be permitted to give a judgment. The
House of Commons may and ought to be disposed to facilitate the
progress of all necessary business by all reasonable means as to
supply and otherwise, but would deeply resent any act of ours by
which we agreed beforehand to the extinction of its discretion.
The difficulties pleaded by Lord Salisbury were all in view

when his political friend. Sir M. H. Beach, made the motion which
as we apprised him, would if carried eject us from office, and are'
simply the direct consequences of their own action. If it be true
that Lord Salisbury loses the legal power to advise and the crown
to grant a dissolution, that cannot be a reason for leaving in the
hands of the executive an absolute power to stop the action
gxcept as to supply) of the legislative and corrective power of the
House of Commons. At the same time these conditions do not
appear to me to attain the end proposed by Lord Salisbury, for it
would still be left in the power of the House to refuse supplies,
and thereby to bring about in its worst form the difficulty which
he apprehends.

It looked for a couple of days as if he would be compelled
» Memo, by Mr. Gladstone, on a sheet of notepaper, June 20, 1886.
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I simply reminded him of my prerioua replies, which he remem-
bered, nearly as follows :— That if Lord Salisbury failed, the

1886. situation would be altered. That I could not in such a case
promise her Majesty smooth water. That, however, a great duty
in such circumstances lay upon any one holding my situation, to
use his best efforts so as, quoad what depended upon him, not to
leave the Queen without a government I think he will now go
to Windsor.— June 22, '86, 6 p.m.

The next day (June 28), the Queen sent on to Lord
Salisbury the letter written by Mr. Gladstone on June 21,
oontaining his opinion that facilities of supply might reason-
ably be provided, without placing the liberties of the House
of Commons in abeyance, and further, his declaration that
he felt sure there was no idea of withholding ways and
means, and that there was no danger to be apprehended on
that score. In forwarding this letter, the Queen expressed
to Lord Salisbury her earnest desire to bring to a close a
crisis calculated to endanger the best interests of the state

;

and she felt no hesitation in further communicating to Lord
Salisbury her opinion that he might reasonably accept iMr.
Gladstone's assurances. In deference to these representations
from the Queen, Lord Salisbury felt it his duty to take office,
the crisis ended, and the tory party entered on the first
portion of a term of power that was destined, with two rather
brief interruptions, to be prolonged for many years.* la
reviewing this interesting episode in the annals of the party
system, it is impossible not to observe the dignity in form,
the patriotism in substance, the common-sense in result, that
marked the proceedings alike of the sovereign and of her
two ministers.

n

After accepting Mr. Gladstone's resignation the Queen, on
June 13, proffered him a peerage :

iKM£.

The correspondence with the
Queen up to June 21 was read by
Mr. Gladstone in the House of Com-
mons on June 24, and Lord Salisbury
made his statement in the House of
Lords on the next day. Mr. Glad-
stone told the House of Commons that

he omitted one or two sentences from
one of his letters, as having hardly
any bearing on the real points of the
correspondence. The omitted sen-
tences related to the Afghan frontier,
and the state of the negotiations with
Russia.
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profession of politics has always appeared to him espeoially to
require. There are circumstances connected with the position

1S86. *' ^*s family, which he will not obtrude up<»i your Majesty, but
which, as he ooooeiTes, recommend in point of prudence the
personal intention from which he has never swerred. He might
hesitate to act upon the motives to which he has last adverted,
grave as they are, did he not feel rooted in the persuasion that
the small good he may hope hereafter to effect, can best be
prosecuted without the chango in his position. He must beg
your Majesty to supply all that is lacking in his expression from
the heart of profound and lasting gratitude.

To Lord Granville, the nearest of bis friends, he wrote on
the same day : —

I send you herewith a letter from the Queen which moves and
almost upsets me. It must have cost her much to write, and it

is really a pearl of great price. Such a letter makes the subject
of it secondary —but though it would take me long to set out my
reasons, I remain firm in the intention to accept nothing for
myself.

Lord Granville replied that he was not surprised at the
decUion. 'I should have greatly welcomed you,' he said,
* and under some circumstances it might be desirable, but I
think you are right now.'

Here is Mr. Gladstone's letter to an invaluable ocoupant of
the all-important oflSce of private secretary

:

To Mr. a. W.Hamilton.

June 30, 1886.— Since you have in substance (and in form ?)
received the appointment [at the Treasury], I am unmuzzled, and
may now express the unbounded pleasure which it gives me,
together with my strong sense (not disparaging any one else) of
your desert. The modesty of your letter is as remarkable as its

other qualities, and does you the highest honour. I can accept
no tribute from you, or from any one, with regard to the office of
private secretary under me except this, that it has always been
made by me a strict and severe office, and that this is really the
only favour I have ever done you, or any of your colleagues to
whom in their several places and measures I am simi' vrly obliged.

f^,'
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had lived under exceptional and coercive legislation.

^ What sane man could admit this to be a satisfactory or a
wholesome state of things? Why should not they try to
extricate themselves from this miserable habit, and aim at
some better solution? ' Just as I have seen in English colonies
across the sea a combination of English, Irish, and Scotch
settlers bound together in loyal obedience to the law and the
crown, and contributing to the general prosperity of the
country, so I cannot conceive that there is any irreconcilable
bar here in their native home and in England to the unity
and the umity of the two nations.' He went to his task
individually with a perfectly free, open, and unprejudiced
mind, to hear, to question, and, as far as might be, to under-
stand.

I

My Lords, I do not believe that with honesty and
single-mindedness of purpose on the one side, and with the
willingness of the Irish people on the other, it is hopeless to
look for some satisfactory solution of this terrible question.
My Lords, these I believe to be the opinions and the views
of my colleagues.' ^

This remarkable announcement, made in the presence of
the prime minister, in the name of the cabinet as a whole,
and by a man of known purity and sincerity of character,'
was taken to be an express renunciation, not merely of the
policy of which notice had been given by the outgoing
administration, but of coercion as a final instrument of
imperial rule. It was an elaborate repudiation in advance
of that panacea of firm and resolute government, which
became so famous before twelve months were over. It was
the suggestion, almost in terms, that a solution should be
sought in that policy which had brought union both within
our colonies, and between the colonies and the mother
country, and men did not forget that this suggestion was being
made by a statesman who had carried federation in Canada,
and tried to carry it in South Africa. We cannot wonder
that upon leading members of the late government, and
especially upon the statesman who had been specially
responsible for Ireland, the impression was startling and
profound. Important members of the tory party hurried

1 July 6, 1885. Hans. 298, p. 1659.

(St r
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way unnecessarily to assume one jot or tittle of the responsi-

1886. bility for the acts of the late administration. It is only by
divesting ourselves of all responsibility for the acts of the
late government, that we can hope to arrive at a successful
issue.'

'

Tory members got up in angry fright, to denounce this
practical acquiescence by the heads of their party in what
was a violent Irish attack not only upon the late viceroy, but
upon Irish judges, juries, and law officers. They remon-
strated against ' the pusillanimous way ' in which their two
leaders had thrown over Lord Spencer. 'During the last
three years,' said one of these protesting tories, 'Lord
Spencer has upheld respect for law at the risk of his life

from day to day, with the sanction, with the approval, and
with the acknowledgment inside and outside of this House,
of the country, and especially of the conservative party.
Therefore I for one will not consent to be dragged into any
implied, however slight, condemnation of Lord Spencer,
because it happens to suit the exigencies of party warfare.'

2

This whole transaction disgusted plain men, tory and liberal
alike; it puzzled cakilating men; and it had much to do
with the silent conversion of important and leading men.
The general sentiment about the outgoing viceroy took

the form of a banquet in his honour (July 24), and some
three hundred members of the two Houses attended, includ-
ing Lord Hartington, who presided, and Mr. Bright. The
two younger leaders of the radical wing who had been in
the late cabinet neither signed the invitation nor were
present. But on the same evening in another place, Mi\
Chamberlain recognised the high qualities and great services
of Lord Spencer, though they had not always agreed upon
details. He expressed, however, his approval both of the
policy and of the arguments which had led the new govern-
ment to drop the dimes Act. At the same time he de-
nounced the 'astounding tergiversation' of ministers, and
energetically declared that ' a strategic movement of that
kind, executed in opposition to the notorious convictions of

' fl^an*. 299, p. 1098. t jj,;^. p_ 1,19
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way are enormous.' On this Mr. Gladstone wrote a little
later to Lord Granville (Aug. 6) :—
As far as I can learn, both you and Derby are on the same lines

as Parnell, in rejecting the smaller and repudiating the larger
scheme. It would not surprise me if he were to formulate some-
thing on the subject. For my own part I have seen my wav
pretty well as to the particulars of the minor and rejected plan
but the Idea of the wider one puzzles me much. At the same
time, ,/ the election gives a return of a decisive character, the
sooner the subject is dealt with the better.

So little true is it to say that Mr. Gladstone only thought
of the possibility of Irish autonomy after the election.

IV

Apart from public and party cares, the bodily machinerv
jrave teouble, and the fine organ that had served him so
aobly for so long showed serious signs of disorder.

To Lord Richard Qrosvenor.

July 14. -After two partial examinations, a thorough examina-
tion of my throat (larynx verms pharynx) has been made to^lay
by Dr Semon in the presence of Sir A. Clark, and the result
IS rather bigger than I had expected. It is, that I have a fair
chance of real recovery provided I keep silent almost like a
Trappist, but all treatment would be nugatory without this rest:
that the other alternative is nothing dangerous, but merely the
constant passage of the organ from bad to worse. He asked what
demands the H. of C. would make on me. I answered about
three speeches of about five minutes each, but he was not satisfied
and wished me to get rid of it altogether, which I must do,
perhaps saying instead a word by letter to some friend. Much
time has almost of necessity been lost, but I must be rigid for the
future, and even then I shall be well satisfied if I get back before
winter to a natural use of the voice in conversation. This imports
a considerable change in the course of my daily life. Here it is
difiicult to organise it afresh. At Hawarden I can easily do it,

but there I am at a distance from the best aid. I am disposed to

'i'
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BOOK at dinner in the highest spirite, and discussing subjects both
^__^ grave and gay with the greatest animation, could fail to

1886. admire his marvellous pluck and energy, or, knowing what
he had shown himself capable of doing in the way of physical
exertion, could feel much anxiety on the score of the failure
of his strength.'

He was touched by a visit from the son of an old
fanner, who brought him as an offering from his father to
Mr. Gladstone a curiously oarved Norwegian bowl three
hundred years old, with two honse-head handles. Strolling
about Aalesund, he was astonished to find in the bookshop of
the place a Norse translation of Mill's Logic. He was closely
observant of all religious services whenever he had the
chance, and noticed that at Laurvig all the tombstones had
prayers for the dead. He read perhaps a little less vora-
ciously than usual, and on one or two days, being unable to
read, he » meditated and reviewed '— always, I think, from
the same point of view— the point of view of Bunyan's Grace
Abounding, or his own letters to his father half a century
before. Not seldom a vision of the coming elections flitted
before the mind's eye, and he made notes for what he calls
an abhozzo or sketch of his address to Midlothian.
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'The subject of Ireland,' he told Lord Hartington, 'has
perplexed me much even on the North Sea,' and he expressed
some regret that in a recent speech his correspondent had
felt it necessary at this early period to join issue in so
pointed a manner with Mr. Pamell and his party. Pamell's
speech was, no doubt, he said, ' t bad as bad could be, and
admitted of only one answer. But the whole question of
the position which Ireland will assume after the general
election is so new, so difficult, and as yet, I think, so little

understood, that it seems most important to reserve until
the proper time all possible liberty of examining it.'

The address to his electors, of which he had begun to
think on board the Sunbeam, was given to the public on
September 17. It was, as he said, as long as a pamphlet,
and a considerable number of politicians doubtless passed
judgment upon it without reading it through. The whigs,
we are told, found it vague, the radicals cautious, the
tories crafty; but everybody admitted that it tended to
heal feuds. Mr. Goschen praised it, and Mr. Chamberlain,
though raising his own flag, was respectful to his leader's
manifesto.!

The surface was thus stilled for the moment, yet the
waters ran very deep. What were ' the anxious and doubtful
matters,' what 'the coming political issues,' of which Mr.
Gladstone had written to Lord Hartington? They were, in
a word, twofold

: to prevent the right wing from breaking
with the left; and second, to make ready for an Irish crisis,

which as he knew could not be averted. These were the
two ktys to all his thoughts, words, and deeds during the
important autumn of 1885— an Irish crisis, a solid party.
He was not the first great parliamentary leader whose
course lay between two impossibilities.

All. his letters during the interval between his return
from the cruise in the Sunbeam and the close of the general
election disclose with perfect clearness the channels in
which events and his judgment upon them were moving.
Whigs and radicals alike looked to him, and across him
fought their battle. The Duke of Argyll, for example,

1 See Spectator, Sept. 26, 1886.
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Whigs. They make it day by day more difficult to maintain that
most valuable characteristic of our history, which has always
exhibited a good proportion of our great houses at the head of the
liberal movement. If you have ever noted of late years a too
sanguine and high-coloured anticipation of our future, I should
like to be reminded of it I remain, and I hope always to be,
your affectionate friend.

The correspondence with Lord Granville sets out more
clearly than anything else could do Mr. Gladstone's general
view of the situation of the party and his own relation to
It, and the operative words in this correspondence, in view
of the maelstrom to which they were all drawing nearer,
will be accurately noted by any reader who cares to under-
stand one of the most interesting situations in the history
of party. To Lord Granville he says (September 9, 1885),
'The problem for me is to make if possible a statement
which will hold through the election and not to go into con-
flict with either the right wing of th^' party for whom
Hartington has spoken, or the left wing for whom Chamber-
lain, I suppose, spoke last night. I do not say they are to
be treated as on a footing, but I must do no act disparaging
to Chamberlain's wing.' And again to Lord Granville a
month later (Oct. 5j :—
You hold a position of great impartiality in relation to any

divergent opinions among members of the late cabinet. No other
person occupies ground so thoroughly favourable. I turn to
myself for one moment. I remain at present in the leadership
of the party, first with a view to the election, and secondly with
a view to being, by a bare possibility, of use afterwards in the
Irish question if it should take a favourable turn ; but as you
know, with the intention of taking no part in any schism of the
party should it arise, and of avoiding any and all oificial responsi-
bility, should the question be merely one of liberal v. conservative
and not one of commanding imperial necessity, such as that of
Irish government may come to be after the dissolution.

He goes on to say that the ground had now been
sufficiently laid for going to the election with a united front,
that ground being the common profession of a limited croud
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lb Lord GranviUe.

Hatearden, Oct. 8, 1885.— Chamberlain came here yoterday
and I have had a great deal of convemation with him. He is a
gfxxi man to talk to, not only from his force and clearness, but
because he siieaks with reflection, does not mitapprehend or (I
think) susjiect, or make unnecessary difficulties, or endeavour to
maintain jwdantically the uniformity and consistency of his
argument throughout.

As to the three points of which he was understood to say that
they were indispensable to the starting of a liberal government, I
gather that they stand as follows :—

1. As to the authority of local authorities for compulsory
expropriation." To this he adheres ; though I have said I could
not see the justification for withholding countenance from the
formation of a government with considerable and intelligible
plans in view, because it would not at the first moirent bwid all
its members to this doctrine. He intimates, however, that the
form would be simple, the application of the principle mild ; that
he does not expect wide results from it, and that Hartington, he
conceives, is not disposed wholly to object to everything of
the kind.

2. As regards readjustment of taxation, he is contented with
the terms -f my address, and indisposed to make any new terms.

3. A ,'ards free education, he does not ask that its principle
be adopted as part of the creed of a new cabinet. He said it

would be necessary to reserve his right individually to vote for
It. I urged that he and the new school of advanced liberals were
not sufficiently alive to the necessity of refrainingwhen in govern-
ment from declaring by vote all their individual opinions; that a
vote founded upon time, and the engagements of the House at the
moment with other indispensable business, would imply no dis-

paragement to the principle, which might even be expressly saved
('without prejudice') by an amending resolution; that he could
hardly carry this point to the rank of a sine qud non. He said,-
That the sense of the country might b.ud the liberal majority
(presuming it to exist) to declare its opinion, even though unable

menu.r^qiTJiS'^
govenun.nt bUl for small holdings and alio.-
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ment, that would be a crisis with a beginning and an end, and
perhaps one in which from age and circumstances I might be able

1886. *o supply aid and service such as could not be exactly had without
me.* Apart from an imperious demand of this kind the question
would be that of dealing with land laws, with local govern-
ment, and other matters, on which I could render no special
service, and which would require me to enter into a new contest
for several years, a demand that ought not to be made, and one
to which I could not accede. I did not think the adjustment of
personal relations, or the ordinary exigencies of party, constituted
a call u{)on me to continue my long life in a course of constant
pressure and constant contention with half my fellow-countrymen,
until nothing remained but to step into the grave.

He agreed that the House of Lords was not an available resort.

He thought 1 might continue at the head of the government, and
leave the work of legislation to others.' I told him that all my
life long I had had an essential and considerable share in the
legislative work of government, and to abandon it would be an
essential change, which the situation would not bear.

He spoke of the constant conflicts of opinion with Hartington
in the late cabinet, but I reverted to the time when HartingUin
used to summon and lead meetings of the leading commoners, iu
which he was really the least antagonistic of men.
He said Hartington might lead a whig government aided by the

tories, or might lead a radical government ... I recommended
his considering carefully the personal composition of the group of
leading men, apart from a single personality on which reliance

could hardly be placed, except in the single contingency to which
I have referred as one of a character probably brief.

He said it might be right for him to look as a friend on the

formation of a liberal government, having (as I understood)
moderate but intelligible plans, without forming part of it. I

think this was the substance of what passed.

Interesting as was this interview, it did not materially
alter Mr. (Jladstone's disposition. After it had taken place
he wrote to Lord Granville (Nov. 10) :—

> This ia not remembered. ' " Some misunderstanding here."
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To Lord Granville.
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> That la, in his 8eve„ty^i,ti. year.
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BWK Lord Aberdeen, taking office at barely seventy in the House of

,

—

^_^ Lords, apologised in his opening speech for doing this at a time
1886. when his mind ought rather to be given to 'other thoughts.'

Lord Palmerston in 1859 did not speak thus. But he was bound
to no plan of any kind; and he was seventy-four, i.e. in his
seventy-fifth year.

It is high time to turn to the other deciding issue in
the case. Though thus stubborn against resuming the
burden of leadership merely to compose discords between
Chatsworth and Birmingham, Mr. Gladstone was ready to
be of use in the Irish question, ' if it should take a favoui^
able turn.' As if the Irish question ever took a favourable
turn. We have seen in the opening of the present chapter,
how he spoke to Lord Hartington of a certain speech
of Mr. Parnell's in September, 'as bad as bad could be.'
The secret of that speech was a certain fact that must be
counted a central hinge of these far-reaching transac-
tions. In July, a singular incideui had occurred, nothing
less strange than an interview between the new lord-
lieutenant and the leader of the Irish party. To realise
its full significance, we have to recall the profound odium
that at this time enveloped Mr. Parnell's name in the
minds of nearly all Englishmen. For several yeara and at
that moment he figured in the public imagination for all

that is sinister, treasonable, dark, mysterious, and unholy.
He had stood his trial for a criminal conspiracy, and was
supposed only to have been acquitted by the corrupt con-
nivance of a Dublin jury. He had been flung into prison
and kept there for many months without trial, as a pereon
reasonably suspected of lawless practices. High treason was
the least dishonourable of the offences imputed to him and
commonly credited about him. He had been elaborately
accused before the House of Commons by one of the most
important men in it, of direct personal responsibility for
outrages and murders, and he left the accusation with scant
reply. He was constantly denounced as the apostle of
rapine and rebellion. That the viceroy of the Queen should
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1««. Lord C.™..„„ .^'..._.. 7.
^Il'^dA^i^'^^^^PF^^^f^r

ISm iJ^^n ^°™'nons, June 7,

«pl.ed in a letter to the TimesS
gusS.s-^-antin^

the'^Durra;^^' eiatlon"

Sr/e ThltTe™?;
'^''' '^"^ ^

aiZarfi iL"'^
statement did not

tin 5™,»»"l=»ttoi, [rtth Mr S?

fiW oSon ?^^ ^''^ ^"°"K'' "n theoccasion Lord Carnarvon did not

^ein-t^r;reTa^'d^?„T-''Ror
guage pointed the otherW MVh^l

no fn^.f K***"*^'
*•>»* he had madeno formal bargain with Mr. I'araelland gave him no sort of prSeassurance, or pledge. This k^n;only entirely credible it is certahi*

Jut s foh
°"'y "^y '"*' couldS

suited .TS.T"ff ^"^ ""t been co7suitea.
'Imayatleastsaythisofwhat

went on outside the cabinet -thai rhad no communication on the subjectno authnrhation, and that I never

whTcrrh^f^ *°,'''«'° *^«" that

"^i/.ifaw. 306, pp. 1181, 1199.
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he had brought me there in order that he might communicate his

own views upon the matter, as well as ascertain mine. ... In

1886. J*ply to an inquiry as to a proposal which had been made to build

up a central legislative body upon the foundation of county boards,

I told him I thought this would be working in the wrong direction,

and would not be accepted by Ireland; that the central legislative

body should be a parliament inname and in fact. . . . Lord Car-

narvon assured me that this was his own view also, and he strongly

appreciated the importance of giving due weight to the sentiment
of the Irish in this matter. . . . He had certain suggestions to this

end, taking the colonial model as a basis, which struck me as being

the result of much thought and knowledge of the subject. ... At
the conclusion of the conversation, which lasted for more than an
hour, and to which Lord Carnarvon was very much the larger

contributor, I left him, believing that I was in complete accord
with him regarding the main outlines of a settlement conferring

a legislature upon Ireland.'

It is certainly not for me to contend that Mr. Pamell was
always an infallible reporter, but if closely scrutinised the dis-

crepancy in the two stories as then told was less material than
is commonly supposed. To the passage just quoted, Lord
Camarron never at any time in public offered any real con-
tradiction. What he contradicted was something different.
He denied that he had ever stated to Mr. Parnell that it was
the intention of the government, if they were successful at
the polls, to establish the Irish legislature, with limited
powers and not independent of imperial control, which he
himself favoured. He did not deny, any more than he
admitted, that he had told Mr. Pamell that on opinion and
policy they were very much at one. How could he deny
it, after his speech when he first took office ? Though the
cabinet was not cognisant of the nature of these proceed-
ings, the prime minister was. To take so remarkable a
step without the knowledge and assent of the head of the
government, would have been against the whole practice
and principles of our ministerial system. Lord Carnarvon
informed Lord Salisbury of his intention of meeting Mr.

» Letter to the r»me», June 12, 1886.
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PameU, and within turenty-four houra after tl,«both in writing and om%, he 1"? L^a *JV T'""^' ^"r^^"care ul ^^, J' ^^^
gave^ord Sal.

„^ ^^
a report, a'nd at the end "HC J'?;^'^'^

-*e-ting
'he had conducted the conveLa io'Vu^ * p""^

''l'perfect discretion.' The knowll!! Vu ,

^""®" ^'^'^

sponsible for the governmentof Ir^f f" *•;' ""'"^^^^ ^«-

dii^ctionofhomeruleTdeLL ?''"' "^ ^° '^«

the great home rnlelpaa ^^"^ ^""^ ^"""^ '"^« ^'«^« with

confncet-riLrL^'rv-:^^^^ ^°^ «^"«^"^•-

cril'atL" t1: trsal'^Tr'^^^^ *°^ -^l -
Carnarvon episLeVraTot '"^J^rr"^' *"' ''^^

of Mr. Parnell was easy toTresee wf'l T" *'' ™'"'*

asked lone afterward/ •
®" ^ ^ "^* justified, he

holding the vtrS; t'"'P" "f
^'^^^ ^^^'i C»™-;on,

been iade vLe2 unL^ ,h
^'^ ''"''''*' """^'* "°* h*-«

in the cabineTtrfh^^rt; rht^ ^c^^'ll^l^^
/^«^-^

that the viceroy would iL Tn f
Could he imagine

hi^-however^shldr; a^^ tS w^L^'Tnir'trprime minister considered such asolutfor/ JT '' *^^

well worth discussing? WrsLuld hr . .^*i

""^ '"*^

the alliance formed in June to tur!\r p?\^^'«^« '^^^

Mr. Pan,"" ™S .h' K
?°^. remarkable circumstances

i HEj??.-"t'alTa

-sured incx^ase of h s trlnS It' ^ ^"' ^'^

made all the difference m^ 1^ "^"'"^ «^«^*'«°oitterence. When semi-official soundings were
* aan». 832, p. 33«.
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taken from more than one liberal quarter after the fall of
the Gladstone government, it was found that Mr. Pamell no

1886. longer countenanced provisional reforms. After the inter-
view with Lord Carnarvon, the mercury rose rapidly to the
top of the tube. Larger pbwers of administration were not
enough. The claim for legislative power must now be
brought boldly to the front. In unmistakable terms, the
Irish leader stated the Irish demand, and posed both
problem and solution. Ha now declared his conviction
that the great and sole work of himself and his friends in
the new parliament would be the restoration of a national
parliament of their own, to do the things which they had
been vainly asking the imperial parliament to do for
them.*

m
When politicians ruminate upon the disastrous schism

that followed Mr. Gladstone's attempt to deal with the Irish
question in 1886, they ought closely to study the general
election of 1885. In that election, though leading men fore-
saw the approach of a marked Irish crisis, and awaited the
outcome of events with an overshadowing sense of pregnant
issues, there was nothing like general concentration on the
Irish prospect. The strife of programmes and the rivalries
of leaders were what engrossed the popular attention.
The main body of the British electors were thinking mainly
of promised agrarian booms, fair trade, the church in danger,
or some other of their own domestic affairs.

Few forms of literature or history are so dull as the narra-
tive of political debates. With a few exceptions, a political
speech like the manna in the wilderness loses its savour on
the second day. Three or four marked utterances of this
critical autumn, following all that has been set forth already,
will enable the reader to understand the division of counsel
that prevailed immediately before the great change of
policy in 1886, and the various strategic evolutions, masked
movements, and play of mine, sap, and countermine, that
led to it. As has just been described, and with good reason,

1 August 24, 1886.
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^T, 78.

regart the effect upon subeequent events wu th.f „t i j
S^Ubur, two n,on.h, Uter. \o thmtl™ Xt.t°™

•e^vit, ™ „eU rpledta^S r.^v^toS

issue of the campaign spoke with one voice Th« !lw
leader > thought Mr. Parnell had made a mislke andensured h^ own defeat: he ove^stimated hh^wer inIreland and h.s power in parliament

; the Irish w^uW notor the sake of this impossible and impiJt caWe
"1'

jer^tekjng, forego without duress all the other cbWts whichparliament was ready to grant them; and it rem;^1^seen whether he could enforce his i;on discirC upon h^ejgh^ or ninety adherents, even if Ireland' gave him ^
The radical leader was hardly less emphatic, and hisutterance was the more interesting of the two Z.

until this time Mr. Chamberlain ha'd blen ^ene^Uy'^;^^^^^
hroughout his parliamentary career as leanfng sTrongW Inthe nationalist direction. He had teken a bo!d anS ene^
g ic part in the proceedings that ended in the ^leJe o^Mr. Parnell from Kilmainham. He had with much dSultvbeen persuaded to acquiesce in the renewal of any parrof the

ilTorur V?'
had absented himself from fhe llnq en honour of Lord Spencer. Together with his mo!tm imate ally in the late government, he had prIcteT apoll ical tour in Ireland with Mr. Parnell's approval andunder his auspices. Above all, he had actually opened l^^ectoiBl campaign with that famous declaratioVwhTch wL«o long remembered: 'The pacification of Ireland atM^moment depends, I believe, on the concession to Ireland oJ

» Lord Hartlngton at Waterfoot, August 29.



IP'

188ft.

284 THE OKNKBAL ELECTION

the right to govern itself in the matter of its purely domes-
tic business. Is it not discreditable to us that even now it

is only by unconstitutional means that we are able to secure
peace and order in one portion of her Majesty's dominions?
It is a system as completely centralised and bureaucratic as
that with which Russia governs Poland, or as that which
prevailed in Venice under the Austrian rule. An Irishman
at this moment cannot move a step— he cannot lift a finger
in any parochial, municipal, or educational work, without
being confronted with, interfered with, controlled by, an
English official, appointed by a foreign government, and
without a shade or shadow of representative authority. I

say the time has come to reform altogether the absurd and
irritating anachronism which is known as Dublin Castle.
That is the work to which the new parliament will be
called.' » Masters of incisive speech must pay the price of
their gifts, and the sentence about Poland and Venice was long
a favourite in many a debate. But when the Irish leader now
made his proposal for removing the Russian yoke and the
Austrian yoke from Ireland, the English leader drew back.
'If these,' he said, 'are the terms on which Mr. Parnell's
support is to be obtained, I will not enter into the compact.'
This was Mr. Chamberlain's reuponse.'

;•,'

vr

The language used by Mr. Gladstone during this eventful
time was that of a statesman conscious of the magnitude of
the issue, impressed by the obscurity of the path along
which parties and leaders were travelling, and keenly alive
to the perils of a premature or unwary step. Nothing was
easier for the moment either for quick minds or sIovf minds,
than to face the Irish demand beforehand with a bare,
blank, wooden non pottumut. Mr. Gladstone had pondered
the matter more deeply. His gift of political imagination,
his wider experience, and his personal share in some chapters
of the modem history of Europe and its changes, planted
him on a height whence he commanded a view of possibili-

> June 17, 1886. » Warrington, September 8.
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ties and necessities, of hopes and of risks, that were unseen by CHAPpohticans of the beaten track. Like a pilot an,id waXnJ ^
icebergs, o: ;n watetB where familiar buoys had been taken "T^up and i„„en.orial beacons put out, he^ned the ^ctne

^'- "'

with keen eye. and a glass sweeping the horizon in every
direction. No wonder that his words seemed vairue and

Z"' '^'yj^f^^^^'^^^y
-««• Suppose that Cavour' hadteen obliged to issue an election address on the eve ofthe interview at Plombieres, or Bismarck while he was on his

TlucW T' ^*'"' ''"^"*«^* "°"^' '•"'^ly ^ve been
pellucid. This was no moment for ultimatums. Therewere too many unascertained elements. Yet some of those
for instance, who most ardently admired President Lincoln
for the caution with which he advanced step by step to the
abolition proclamation, have most freely censured the Enrfish
Btatesman because he did not in the autumn of 1886 come
out with either a downright Yes or a point-blank No. The

Zk oSwir '°' ^^ "^^°"' ^"' ^'^^ ^ ^^"P^^**"^-
In September Mr. Childers-a most capable administrator,

a zealous colleague, wise in what the world regards as the
secondaiy sort of wisdom, and the last man to whom onewould have looked for a plunge- wrote to Mr. Gladstone to
seek his approval of a projected announcement to his con-
stituents at Pontefract, which amounted to a tolerably full-
fledged scheme of home rule.> In view of the charitable
allegation that Mr. Gladstone picked up home rule after the
elections had placed it in the power of the Irish either to puthim into office or to keep him out of office, his reply to Mr.
thilders deserves attention :—

To Mr. Childen.

Sept. 28, 1885. - 1 have a decided sympathy with the general
scope and spint of your proposed declaration about Ireland If I
offer any observations, they are meant to be simply in furtherance
ot your purpose.

1. I would disclaim giving any exhaustive list of Imperial
subjects, and would not 'put my foot down' as to revenueTbut

» Life of CUldert, li. p. 230.
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would keep plenty of elbow-room to keep all eiutomi and excise,
which vould probably be found necessary.

2. A .^neral disclaimer of particulars as to the form of any
local legislature might suiBoe, without giving the Iruh expressly
to know it might be decided mainly by their wish.

3. I think there is no doubt Ulster would be able to take care
of itself ill respect to education, but a question arises and forms,
I think, the most difficult part of the whole subject, whether some
defensive provisions for the owners of land and property should
not be considered.

4. It is evident you have given the subject much thought, and
my sympathy goes largely to your details as well as your principle
But considering the danger of placing confidence in the leaders of
the national party at the present moment, and the decided dis-
position they have shown to raise their terms on any favourable
indication, I would beg you to consider further whether you
should 6ind yourself at present to any details, or go beyond general
indications. If you say in terms (and this I do not dissuade) that
you are readj to consider the question whether they can have a
legislature for all questions not Imperial, this will be a great step
in advance

;
and anything you may say beyond it, I should like to

see veiled in language not such as to commit you.

The reader who is now acquainted with Mr. Gladstone's
strong support of the Chamberlain plan in 1885, and with
the bias already disclosed, knows in what direction the main
current of his thought must have been setting. The position
taken in 1886 was in entire harmony with all these premoni-
tory notes. Subject, said Mr. Gladstone, to the supremacy
of the crown, the unity of the empire, and all the authority
of parliament necessary for the conservation of that unity
every grant to portions of the country of enlarged powera fo^
the management of their own affairs, was not a source of
dapger, but a means of averting it. As to the legislative
union, I believe history and posterity will consign to dis-
grace the name and memory of every man, be he who he
naay, and on whichever side of the Channel he may dwell
that having the power to aid in an equitable settlement
between Ireland and Great Britain, shall use that power not to
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v.,
^

-Bt. 7«.

nJ»d, he did not DuTlrihT, ^ ^ '"'''' '" •» "WB

tb. d,™„d i. con.«.„«„„;J;Zed :S ? Z",?
•

'^r
"

«re unanimouB, then we »ni .,., i , "" • "meUitee

lar as 1 can see, is nursinff the idea nf *»,« .- . '

Some weeks later, in swak\„* i I T «P«riment.'

Iothian,Mr. Gladstone LraJo/^fn.-''-
'^'"'°" '" ^•'*-

Irish case, pushed it inT^JK '"•"i°'"»°fir magnified the

speech, bu Tnelrly aU w*^/r .^°'^'™"*' "°* >° °°«

ofthe questior:^:"t;T^x^a^dl*'^^.^*^that it would probably throwinto^«-KjM T""'*
*^"°

that he had descnUdrH^ /'**** °*''"'""«'"»^

decla^tion, J^^iZ^VJZZZ "^
^'^'^r*^

*

yeara afterwards. What LT!^H t ^ ^^ ""'"*''' *"*^

and constitutionallyr^Ld it ^^'7' "'^V'"^

80 stinted th« anA +1,0* ,
^ error, ana if she was

could ?ot S atteined tC "'T "^^'^ -"^e-Plate

'Apart from the ter^tf ^ 'T *^' "«"°™We appeal

:

« ».
. ^t:r fz^dt-zKt- -^

' Sept. 18, l88o.
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of Belf-governnient is to be dealt with, there is not in parli*.

ment a jmrty totally independent of the Iri»h vote.' » Loud
and long Huatained have been the reverberation* of thia clang,
ingaentenoe. It waa no mere iMuuting dictum. Mr. Oladatone
hiniHelf inaiated upon the aame poaition again and again, that
» for a government iu a minority to deal with the Iriah queation
would not be aafe.' This view, proiwunded in hia firat apeech,
was expanded in hia aecond. There he deliberately aet out
that the urgent expediency of a liberal majority independent
of Ireland did not foreahadow the advent of a liberal govern-
ment to power. He referred to the aettlement of bouaehold
suffra^'e in 1867. How waa the tory government enabled to
effect that aettlement? Becauae there waa in the Ilouae n
liberal majority which did not care to eject the existing
miniatry.* He had already reminded hia electora that tory
govemmenta were aometimea able to carry important meas-
urea, when once they had made up their minda to it, with
greater facility than liberal govemmenta could. For inatance,
if Peel had not been the peraon to propose the repeal of the
com laws, Lord John would not have had fair considera-
tion from the tories ; and no liberal government could have
carried the Maynooth Act.*

The plain English of the abundant references to Ireland in

the Midlothian speeches of this election is, that Mr. Gladstone
forwaw beyond all shadow of doubt that the Irish queation
in its largest extent would at once demand the instant
attention of the new parliament; that the best hope of

settling it would be that the liberals should have a majority
of their own ; that the second best h. pe lay in its settlement
by the tory government with the aid of the liberals ; but
that, in any case, the worst of all conditions under which
a settlement could be attempted— an attempt that conld
not be avoided— would be a situation in which Mr. Paniell
should hold the balance between parliamentary parties.

The precise state of Mr. Gladstone's mind at this moment is

best shown in a very remarkable letter written by him to

Lord Rosebery, under whose roof at Talmeny he was staying
at the time :

—
> Nov. 9, 18 \ » Midlothian Speeches, p. 49. • Ibid. p. 33.



UttTBB TO LOBO BOSSBJCRY 289

To Lord Rottberjf.

Z!»K J ^""^ " •" '"'P^^rtant that, though we aretoother I wUl put on paper my view of this proposal Z 7.n,«„ent I assume that such a plan can be framed indeed i Ih^ consjdered this to be hopeless. I should have been^ Hy o

Crv^.Tat'thr^'^"^ ' ^' * ^^"""^"'^^ *^«* ^^^^Kept in view at the present election. I will ttrst Rive reason,wh.ch I deem to be of great weigh, against m/jIiuTg a

uZ'ilXT *" *'; ^'°" ""^ '^"*'"' which'wLldrcon!
elusive in the absence of every other reason.

1. It is not the province of the person leading the party inopposition to frame and produce before the pubUc SSschemes of such a class.
aetaued

1
at the party now m power should, if prepared to adopt the

aud' thflLr'"'"*^'^
''^'*^°°'' ^*"*'° *•"« P'^'*^ °^ nationalistsaud he late government in the expiring parliament, have of ne--ssity left me and those with whom I act in great ignoral o"

tic n t;:;'
°' *'' p^*^' ^^'^^ ^- - p*^"-«^t sys^i

atically confined itself to very general declarations.
4. That the principle and basis of an admissible measure havebeen dearly declared by myself, if not by others, before h

Of the legislature acting under the usual checks.

this tlTnf
°'^ ^d paramount reason is, that the production at

de trnTn ^ "^ \Y "' ^""^' °°* ^^^^ ^« '°J""°"«' but woulddestroy all reasonable hope of its adoption. Such a pkn T>ro-Posed by the heads of the liberal party, is so certain to'haveZ

Mt. 76.
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opiKwition of the tories en Woe, that every computation must be
fouuded ou this anticipation. Thia opposition, and the apiieals

1886. ^^^^ which it will be accompanied, will render the carrying of the

measure difficult even by a united liberal party ; hopeless or most
difficult, should there be serious defection.

Mr. Parnell is apprehensive of the opposition of the House of

Lords. That idea weighs little with me. 1 have to think of

something nearer, and more formidable. The idea of constituting

a legislature for Ireland, whenever seriously and responsibly pro-

posed, will cause a mighty heave in the body jwlitic. It will Im

as difficult to carry the liberal party and the two Hritish nations

in favour of a legislature for Ireland, as it was easy to carry them
in the case of Irish disestablishment. I think that it may p.is-

Bibly be done ; but only by the full use of a great leverage. Tliut

leverage can only be fo.md in their e<iuitable and mature c(in.«<i(l-

eration of what is due to the fixed desire of a nation, clearly ami
constitutionally expressed. Their prepossessions will not be alUt-

gether favourable; and they cannot in this matter be bullied.

I have therefore endeavoured to lay the ground by statin-,'

largely the possibility and the gravity, even the solemnity, of that

demand. I am convinced that this is the only rith which can leatl

to success. With such a weapon, one might go hopefully into

action. Ilut I well know, from a thousand indications past and
present, that a new project of mine launched into the air, would
have no momentum which could carry it to its aim. So, in my
mind, stands the case. . . .

Three days before this letter, Mr. Gladstone had replied to

one from Lord Hartington :—

To Lord Hartington.

Dalmeny, Nov. 10, 1886.— I made a beginning yesterday in one
of my conversation speeches, so to call them, on the way, by lay-

ing it down that I was particularly bound to prevent, if I could,

the domination of sectional opinion over the body and action of

the party.

I wish to say something about the modern radicalism. But I

must include this, that if it is rampant and ambitious, the two
most prominent causes of its forwardness have been: 1. Tory

'W.i<^
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c"r7n bf;h?h' ''t-''
^-»^*.-tion of the liberal aristo-cracy. On both these subjects my opinions are stroajf. I thinkthe conduct of the Duke of Bedford and others ifas Ln asunjust.faable as it was foolish, especially after wl^^ we d^dto save the House of Lords from itHelf i,.

;;.*'*'' *« ^"^

franchise.
'" *'"" ''"""«8« «' "«

Nor can I deny that the question of the House of Lords of thechurch, or both will probably split the liberal party, b'; ,It ispht decently, honourably, and for cause. That ifshould 1now would, so far as I see. be ludicrous
^

So far I have been writing in groat sympathy with you but

You have, I think, courted the hostility of Parnell «»«u.i
has carefully avoided doing this, and iL n^t t^i'^ cZfined himself to two conditions, which you and I both th^k vi

"
naniely, the unity of the empire and an honourable re^ , tl tt
po8monofthe.minority,',-...the

landlords. You wilfsee fn ttnewspapers what Parnell, rnak,., for himself an op ortunHy

You have o,«ned a v.sta which appears to terminate in a possible

in anv r7 Z"'"'
*° ''' "''"'°" *'"^*' '^ ^'^^^ consummatio

"
m any way to be contemplated, action at a stroke will be mire

j^^^fat.,res^:^J-;^^^^^^^^

^ Olid descnr ;r r''^'
°''""^ ^"y*^*"^' *° *»»« -^--lists!

It .8 for them to ask, and for us, as I think, to leave the space sodefanedasopen and unencumbered as possible. I am .Lhruckby the increased breadth of Salisbury's declaration las igh hedropped the ' I do not see how.' ^ '

8ell?/^M ^^.'^^V^^"*
8™»* and difficult matte,^ develop them-selves. Meantime be assured that, with a good deal of misgiving-^oUie future. I shall do what little T can towards enabl ng aU

Mt. 76.
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1886. Mr. Gladstone's cardinal deliverance in November had been
preceded by an important event. On October 7, 1886, Lord
Salisbury made that speech at Newport, which is one of the

tallest and most striking landmarks in the shifting sands
of this controversy. It must be taken in relation to

Lord Carnarvon's declaration of policy on taking oflBce,

and to his exchange of views with Mr. Parnell at the

end of July. Their first principle, said Lord Salisbury,

was to extend to Ireland, so far as they could, all the institu-

tions of this country. But one must remember that in

Ireland the population is on several subjects deeply divided,

and a government is bound 'on all matters of essential

justice' to protect a minority against a majority. Then
came remarkable sentences : ' Local authorities are more
exposed to the temptation of enabling the majority to be

unjust to the minority when they obtain jurisdiction over a

small area, than is the case when the authority derives its

sanction and extends its jurisdiction over a wider area. In

a large central authority, the wisdom of several parts of the

country will correct the folly and mistakes of one. In a

local authority, that correction is to a much greater extent
wanting, and it would be impossible to leave that out of sight,

in any b::tension of any such local authority in Ireland.'

This principle was often used in the later controversy as a

recognition by Lord Salisbury that the creation of a great

central body would be a safer policy than the mere extension

of self-government in Irish counties. In another part of the

speech, it is true, the finger-post or weather-vane pointed in

the opposite direction. ' With respect to the larger organic

questions connected with Ireland,' said Lord Salisbury, I

cannot say much, though I can speak emphatically. I have
nothing to say but that the traditions of the party to which
we belong, are on this point clear and distinct, and you may
rely upon it our party will not depart from them.' Yet
this emphatic refusal to depart from the traditions of the

tory party did not prevent Lord Salisbury from retaining at

that moment in his cabinet an Irish viceroy, with whom he
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riT fr T°°*^ ''^'*'°'^' *"'* ^J^°«« a««ve Irish policy chaphe must have known to be as wide a breach in tory tnidkioT ^
times, the reader may reflect, even for men of hono^Se

^' '^^

and lofty motive to be perfectly ingenuous.
^''°°'"*bl«

The speaker next referred to the marked way in which

1^1 f.r^'^' J^ ^'^^'^ '^''' ^o^'e notion of im°penal federation was floating in his mind. With respect toIreland, I am bound to say that I have never seenZ nlanor any suggestion which gives me at prent the slightstground for anticipating that it is in that direction Lat weshaU find any substantial solution of the difficulties of theproblem.' In an ele. ,

,
ic state of the political atmrphere astatesman who said that at present he did not think fed';^home rule possible, was taken to imply that he might tWntIt possible by-and-by. No door was closed.

^
It wa« however. Lord Salisbury's language upon socialorder that gave most scandal to simple fonfcie^ces in "t

tnmes Act. There are two answers: we could not, andIt would have done no good if we could. To folbt tSeextension of the fianchise by coercion, would have blen agross inconsistency. To show confidence by one actanSthe absence of confidence by a simultaneous^ct, wou d beto stultify parliament. Your inconsistency would have p,^voked such intense exasperation, that it would have led toten times more evil, ten times mo,, resistance to the law

-rhlT T'' ^'* ''""^^ ^""^'y ^*^« availed to chel'

^VcottiL rh" ""^^T""**
^'^ - philosophic view oftoycottmg. This, said the minister, is an oflfence whichlegislation has very great difficulty in reaching. The p o-V sions of the Crimes Act against it had a ver/smaU effect

cotting. An unpopular man or his family go to mass. The
^ gregation with one accord get up andwL out ^re you

^that^: "l^^'P^^ ''' ^^*"^"» ^^^-'^^ The plai^fect

l^ltofTX.'^ "°^ "'^^ '''' excommunication or'nterdict of the middle ages, than anything that we know
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now.' ' The truth about boycotUng is that it depends on the
passing humour of the population.'

It is important to remember that in the month im-
mediately preceding this polished apologetic, there were
delivered some of the most violent boycotting speeches ever
made in Irelaud.* These speeches must have been known
to the Irish government, and their occurrence and the pur^
port of them must presumably have been known therefore
to the prime minister. Here was indeed a removal of
the ancient buoys and beacons that had hitherto guided
English navigation in Irish waters. There was even less of

a solid ultimatum at Newport, than in those utterances in

Midlothian which were at that time and long afterwards
found so culpably vague, blind, and elusive. Some of the
more astute of the minister's own colleagues were delighted
with bis speech, as keeping the Irishmen steady to the tory
party. They began to hope that they might even come
within five-and-twenty of the liberals when the polling
began.

The question on which side the Irish vote in Great
Britain should be thrown seems not to have been decided
until after Mr. Gladstone's speech. It was then speedily
settled. On Nov. 21 a manifesto was issued, handing over the
Irish vote in Great Britain solid to the orator of the New-
port speech. The tactics were obvious. It was Mr. Pamell's
interest to bring the two contending British parties as near
as might be to a level, and this he could only hope to do by
throwing his strength upon the weaker side. It was from
the weaker side, if they could be retained in oflSce, that he
would get the best terms.* The document was composed with
vigour and astuteness. But the phrases of the manifesto were
the least important part of it. It was enough that the hard
word was passed. Some estimated the loss to the liberiil

party in this island at twenty seats, others at forty. Whether
twenty or forty, these lost seats made a fatal difference in

the division on the Iriali bill a few months later, and when

» Some of them »re set out in Special tactics in his fifth Midlothian speech,
Commission Seport, pp. 99, 100, Nov. 24, 1886. Also in the sevfnth,

* See Mr. Gladstone upon these Not. 38, pp. 169-60.
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that day had come and gone, Mr. ParneU sometimes ruefuUv r«*i.

^e:tn::'^\Z''tr'''''''t'''
°^ theelectorSrnS^were not on the whole a mistake. But this was not »ll o«^

^^"^

TrZ *'' "r '\ •*• ^""^ '^^ manitlTecalt'firr^ "" '••

element m a sharp electioneering war, and threw the libei^.naU constituencies where ,' ere was an Irish vote int^^direct and angry antagonism to the Irish cause a^its

Inshmen that could not at once be forgotten
; and the greattask of conversion in 1886, difficult in any case, was madea thousand times more difficult still by the argumTts ^dantipathies of the electoral battle of 1886. Ewhile^t
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I WOULD uy that civil liberty can have no aecaiity without political

power.— C. J. Fox.

The election ran a chequered course (Nov. 23-Dec. 19).

It was the first trial of the whole body of male householders,

and it was the first trial of the system of single-member

districts. This is not the place for a discussion of the change

of electoral area. As a scheme for securing representation of

minorities it proved of little efficacy, and many believe that

the substitution of a smaller constituency for a larger one has

tended to slacken political interest, and to narrow political

judgment. Meanwhile some of those who were most deeply

concerned in establishing the new plan, were confident that

an overwhelming liberal triumph would be the result. Many
of their opponents took the same view, and were in despair.

A liberal met a tory minister on the steps of a club in Pall

Mall, as they were both going to the country for their

elections. ' I suppose,' said the tory, ' we are out for twenty
years to come.' pectora cceca/ He has been in office for

nearly fifteen of the eighteen years since. In September one

of the most authoritative liberal experts did not see how tlie

tories were to have more than 210 out of the 670 seats,

including the tory contingent from Ireland. Two months

later the expert admitted that the tory chances were improv-

ing, mainly owing to what in electioneering slang was called

the church scare. Fair trade, too, had made many converts

in Lancashire. On the very eve of the polls the estimate

at liberal headquarters was a majority of forty over tories

and Irishmen combined.
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As I should have told the reader on an earlier page, Mr.
Gladstone had proceeded to his own constituency orNovem-
ber 9. The previous month had found, as usual, endless other
interests to occupy him, quite apart from politics. These arethe ordinary entries. 'Worked, say, five hours on books. Thr-e

wl T?."",
'''^•'"^ ^'^^^^ "'^^ ''^"'' '"^ parent order,

but much detail remains. Workedmildly on books.' In thisregionhe would havesaidof disorder and disarraywhat Carlyle
said to dirVThou Shalt not abide with me.' As to the insides
of books, his reading was miscellaneous: Madame d'Arblav,
Bodley s i?«mam., Bachaumonfs Anecdotes, Cuvier's Theoru
of the EartK Whewell on Astronomy, the Life of B. Gilpin,
Hennells 7„yu,ry, Schmidt's Social Effects of Christianity]
M,88 Martine^u'. Autobiography, Anderson on Glory of the
Bible, Barrow's Towards the Truth, and so on -many of the
books now stone-dead. Besides such reading as this, hemade a beginning of a paper on Hermes, and read for it,' andworked hard at a controversial article, in reply to M. ReviUe
upon the Dawn of Creation and Worship. When he corrected
the proof, he found it ill-written, and in truth we may rather
marvel at, than admire, the hardihood that handled such
hemes am,d such distractions. » Much company arrived.
Count Munster came to luncheon; long walk and talk with

him.^ The Derby-Bedford party came and went. I had an
hour s good conversation with Lord D. Tea in the open air
Oct. 7.— Mr. Chamberlain came. Well, and much conversa-
tion. Oct. 8.-Mr. Chamberlain. Three hours of conversation.

Before the end of the month the doctors reported excellently
of the condition of his vocal cords, and when he started for
Dalmeny and the scene of the exploits of 1880 once more, he
was inspirits to enjoy 'an animated journey,' and the vast
enthusiasm with which Edinburgh again received him. His
speeches were marked by undiminished fire. He boldly
challenged a verdict on policy in the Soudan, while freely
admitting that in some points, not immaterial, his cabinet
had fallen into error, though in every case the error was
tostered by the party opposite; and he pointed to the vital

Nineteenth Century, November 1886 ; reprinted in Later Gleanings

JBn. 76.
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fact that though the party opposite were in good time, they
never dreamed of altering the policy. He asked triumphantly
how they would have fared in the Afghan dispute, if the
policy anterior to 1880 had not been repudiated. In his
address he took the same valiant line about South Africa.
» In the Transvaal,' he said, ' we averted a war of European
and Christian races throughout South Africau states, which
would have been alike menacing to our power, and scandalous
in the face of civilisation and of Christendom. As this has
been with our opponents a favourite subject of unmeasured
denunciation, so I for one hail and reciprocate their challenge,
and I hope the nation will give a clear judgment on our
refusal to put down liberty by force, and on the measures
that have brought about the present tranquillity of South
Africa.

' His first speech was on Ireland, and Ireland figured,
as we have seen, largely and emphatically to the last. Dis-
establishment was his thorniest topic, for the scare of the
church in danger was working considerable havoc in England,
and every word on Scottish establishment was sure to be
translated to establishment elsewhere. On the day on which
he was to handle it, his entry is : ' Much rumination, anil

made notes which in speaking I could not manage to see. Off
to Edinburgh at 2.30. Back at 6. Spoke seventy minutes in
Free Kirk Hall : a difficult subject. The present agitation does
not strengthen in my mind the principle of establishment.'
His leading text was a favourite and a salutary maxim of
his, that

'
it is a very serious responsibility to take political

questions out of their proper time and their proper order,'
and the summary of his speech was that the party was agreed
upon certain large and complicated questions, such as were
enough for one parliament to settle, and that it would be an
error to attempt to thrust those questions aside, to cast them
into the shade and the darkness, ' for the sake of a subject of
which I will not undervalue the importance, jUt of which I

utterly deny the maturity at the present moment.' ^

On Nov. 27 the poll was taken ; 11,241 electors out of

12,924, or 87 per cent., recorded their votes, and of these

7879 voted for Mr. Gladstone, and 3248 for Mr. Dalrymple,
or a majority of 4631. So little impression had been made

1 Speech in the Free AsBembly Hall, Nov. 11, 1885.

"^^m
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in Mr. 70.

Ddl. of tL fi . .^^ """ """"""k Parliwnwit. The

back to the point of tory triumph In 1874 .ml .. if^*
r.ver«. wonid ^„a „p ^^n., ro'ut. VVhet the" L: dS
loSnerr.h"*.'?,'''' "- -" ''°''^'!^
majoncies tell. At the end of four days the libemU inEngland and Wales had scored 86 agaLt 09 for he^

elected, the liberals counted 196, the tories ITQ a..^ 1
Irish nationalists 87. In spite of Ihe ea^^^nl ;rl'ulu

iberals had after all carried seventeen, against eieht forheir opponents. But the tories were victorious in a soMLiverpool, save one Irish seat; they won all the seats „

£;trbvT °"^;^°' •'^ ^^"^"-^ where itrath S

^mlvl IT ^^' '^'"•^ '^''''''^ "" ^"°-' that theywould make a clean sweep, there were thirty-six toriesgains twenty-six Uberals. Two members of the'^ll e lite"!abmet and three subordinate ministers were thrown oS
he%vW^' %T '^''''f'

"^'""^^ constituencies,' c^edthe Tme,, 'will be recorded more emphatically than wasven the case in 1874 in favour of the conservatives T^eopposition have to thank Mr. Chamberlain not only for

n hon r V""'
P'"^' '"* ''' *^« irremediable disruptionanc hopeless disorganisation of the liberal party with its hi^hh.stonc past and its high claims to national graCde utachevement may give him such immortalit/as wlswon by

The sif' >
™1 '""" '''' *^™P^« '' ^'-« «* Ephesus'^Ihe same writers have ever since ascribed the irremedi-

NowTi ".K°
""'' ''''''''''' •^"^ '"^^ I-h questionNow came the counties with their newly enfranchised

* November 26, 1886.
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hoflts. Here the tide flowed strong and steady. Squire and
parson were amazed to see the labourer, of whose stagnant
indi£ference to politics they had been so confident, trudging
four or five miles to a political meeting, listening without
asking for a glass of beer tu political speeches, following
point upon point, and then trudging back again dumbly
chewing the cud. Politicians with gifts of rhetoric began to

talk of the grand revolt of the peasants, and declared that it

was the most remarkable transformation since the conversion
of the Franks. Turned into prose, this meant that the

liberals had extended their area into large rural provinces
where hitherto tory supremacy had never been disputed.

Whether or no Mr. Chamberkin had broken the party in

the boroughs, his agrarian policy together with the natunil
uprising oJ the labourer against the party of squire anil

farmer, had saved it in the counties. The nominees of

such territorial magnates as the Northumberlands, tlie

Pembrokes, the Baths, the Bradfords, the Watkin Wynns,
were all routed, and the shock to territorial influence wiis

felt to be profound. An ardent agrarian reformer, who later

became a conspicuous unionist, writing to Mr. Gladstone in

July a description of a number of great rural gatherings, told

him, ' One universal feature of these meetings is the joy.

affection, and unbounded applause with which your name is

received by these earnest men. Never in all your history had
you 80 strong a place in the hearts of the common people,

as you have to-day. It requires to be seen to be realised.'

All was at last over. It then appeared that so far from
there being a second version of the grej'.t tory reaction

of 1874, the liberals had now in the new parliament a

majority over tories of 82, or thirty under the corresponding
majority in the year of marvel, 1880. In great Britain

they had a majority of 100, being 388 against 238.' But

* Seiult of General Election of 1886 :—
English and Welsh boroughs and oniTenitiea,
Metropolis, ....
English and Welsh counties, .

Scottish boroughs,
" counties,

Ireland, ....

L. c. p.

93 86 1

26 36
162 101
30 8
«2 7

18 85

.<m 261 86
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they hiid no majority over tone, and Irishmeu combined
That hopeful dream had glided away through the ivory irate

-
Shota between right wing and left of the liberal party )Z^

were exchanged to the very last moment. When the
torough electiona were over, the Birmingham leader cried
that 8o far from the loa8 in the boroughs being all the
fault of the extreme liberals, it was just because the election
had not been fought on their programme, but was fought
instead on a manifesto that did not include one of the poinU
to which the extreme liberals attached the greatest im-
portence. For the sake of unity, they had put aside the.r
mo«t cherished principles, disestablishment for instance, and
this, forsooth was the result.* The retort came as quickly
as hunder after the flash. Lord Hartington promptly prtJ.
tested from Matlock, that the very crisis of the electoral
conflict was an ill-chosen moment for the public expression
of doubt by a prominent liberal as to the wisdom of a policy
accepted by the party, and announced by the acknowledged
leader of the whole party. When the party had found some
more tried, more trusted, more worthy leader, then might
perhaps be the time to impugn the policy. These reproach-
ful ironies of Lord Hartington boded Ul for any pro8r)ect of
the heroes of this fratricidal war of the platform smoothing
their wrinkled fronts in a liberal cabinet.

I:

IV

In Ireland the result shed a strong light on the debating
prophecies that the extension of the county franchise would
The following figures may also be found interesting •_
EUetiono/lBOS—
English and Welsh Liberals,

Tories,

In 1880—
English and Welsh Liberals,

" " Tories,

/nl886—
English and Welsh Liberals,

" Tories,

Majority,

Majority,

1 1# ov Majority,
Mr. Chamberlain at Leicester, December 3, 1886.

267
225

42

284
206

79

270
223

47
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not be unfavourable to the landlord interest ; that it would
enable the deep couHervative interest of the peasantry to
vindicate itaelf against the nationalism of the towns ; that it

would prove beyond all doubt that the Irish leader did not
really apeak the mind of a decided majority of the people
of Ireland. Relying on the accuracy of these abstract
predictions, the Irish tories started candidates all over
the country. Even some of them who passed for shrewd
and candid actually persuaded themselves that they were
making an impression on the constituencies. The effect
of their ingenuous operations was to furnish such a measure
of nationalist strength, as would otherwise have seemed
incredible almost to the nationalists themselves. An in-

stance or two will suffice. In two divisions of Cork, the
tories polled 800 votes against nearly 10,000 for the
nationalists. In two divisions of Mayo, the tories polled
200 votes against neariy 10,000 for the nationalists. In
one division of Kilkenny there were 4000 nationalist votes
against 170 for the tory, and in another division 4000
against 220. In a division of Kerry the nationalist had
over 8000 votes against 80 for the tory,— a hundred to
one. In prosperous counties with resident landlords and
a good class of gentry such as Carlow and Kildare, in one
c'se the popular vote was 4800 against 760, and in the other
8169 against 467. In some fifty constituencies the popular
majorities ranged in round numbers from 6600 the highest,
to 2400 the lowest. Besides these constituencies where a
contest was so futile, were those others in which no contest
was even attempted.

In Ulster a remarkable thing happened. This favoured
province had in the last pariiament returned nine liberals.
Lord Hartington attended a banquet at Belfast (Nov. 6) just
before the election. It was as unlucky an affair as the feast
of Belshazzar. His mission was compared by Orange wits
to that of the Greek hero who went forth to wrestle with
Death for the body of an old woman. The whole of the
liberal candidates in Ulster fell down as dead men. Orange-
men and catholics, the men who cried damnation to Kins?
William and the men who cried ' To hell with the Pope;
joined hands against them. In Belfast itself, nationalists were
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^n walking to the bootlui with orange carcU in their hat. capto vote for orangemen against liberal«.i It in true that the "
paradox a.d not la^t, and that the Pope and King Wi li«^

'

were .peedj^; on their old term, again!^ Within .fx n,on h"

brotherly love, by one of the n.o.t furiou. and protracted

Belfast. Meanwhile nationalism had made it. way in theHouth of the province, partly by ho,«. of reduced L L

ta.ted IK)Utical power for two centuries. The adhesion ofhe.r buhop. to the national movement in the MoT^han
e ection had g,ven them the .ignal three year. bXreFermanagh, hitherto invariably Orange, i ow .ent two

t^hinTtw"*' r""?/" the'aingle 'county ouTfrh rty-two countie. of Ireland that wa. .olid again.t homerule and even .n Antrim in one contest the natLali.t wa.beaten only by 85 votes.

Not a .ingle liberal wa. returned in the whole of Ireland.To the la.t parliament she had .ent fourteen. They wereaU out bag and baggage. Ulster now .ent eighteen national-
«.t8and seventeen tones. Out of the eighty-nine comLts
.n reland. Mr. Pamell'. men won no fewe'r than "gl'-Cand m -....t of them they won by .uch overwheLing
majontie. a. I have described. It was noticed that twentywo of the person, elected, or more than one-fourth of thetriumphant party, had been put in prison under the Act of

All I' hI: Tr P"'^"' '°°'«°^«r, had been performed.
All half-hearted nationalists, the doubters and the faitlUess,

erertrotrtetgr ''^ "^^ '^ ^ ^^«^-^

hJf' ^*?'f
P"!'"" """^ ^^""'^ **"* ^^ ^hat illusions theyhad for the last four years been fed. Those of them whohad memories could recollect how the Irish secretary oJ

881 h;r. M^
*'"' '•^^^^"^ °' "^« «™^ Coercion biU in

1881, had boldly appealed from the Irish member, to theWle of Ireland.
* He wa. sure that he could appeal w thconfidence from gentlemen sitting below the gangway

opposite to their constituent..' « They remembered ail the
M«knight'. UUUrasU b, U. p. 108. t Mr. Fonter, March 11, 1881.

•^
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talk about Mr. Parnell and his followers being a mere hand-
ful of men and not a political party at all, and the rest of it.

They had now a revelation what a fool's paradise it had been.
As a supreme electoral demonstration, the Irish elections

of 1885 have never been surpassed in any country. They
showed that neither remedial measures nor repressive meas-
ures had made even the fleeting shadow of an impression
on the tenacious sentiment of Ireland, or on the powerful
organisation that embodied and directed it. The Land Act
had made no impression. The two Coercion Acts had made
none. The imperial parliament had done its best for five

years. Some of the ablest of its ministers had set zealous
and intrepid hands to the task, and this was the end.
Whether you counted seats or counted votes, the result
could not be twisted into anything but what it was— the
vehement protest of one of the three kingdoms against the
whole system of its government, and a strenuous demand for
its reconstruction on new foundations.

Endeavours were made to discredit so startling and un-
welcome a result. It was called 'the carefully prepared
verdict of a shamefully packed jury.' Much was made of
the number of voters who declared themselves illiterate,

said to be compelled so to do in order that the priest or
other intimidatory person might see that they voted right.
As a matter of fact the percentage of illiterate voters
answered closely to the percentage of males over twenty-one
in the census returns, who could neither read nor write.
Only two petitions followed the general election, one at

Belfast against a nationalist, and the other at Derry against
a tory, and in neith r of the two was undue influence or
intimidation alleged. The routed candidates in Ireland, like

the same unlucky species elsewhere, raised the usual chorus
of dolorous explanation. The register, they cried, was in

a shameful condition ; the polling stations were too few or
too remote ; the loyalists were afraid, and the poll did not
represent their real numbers

; people did not believe that
the ballot was really secret ; the percentage of illiterates was
monstrous

; promises and pledges went for nothing. Such
are ever the too familiar voices of mortified electioneering
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Some thousands of voters stayed away from the polls

LtT s"r\rr;ro;^ ^'c^6z^
Phant in the bree.e;°T/e;terii.": ^IX^^Z:,Berber, who, when they found that the Egyptian pLhLwere going to evacuate, went over to the Mahdi The 00^vent.ons appointed to select the candidates were denounced
^

the mere creatures of Mr. Parnell, the Grand ElectorAs xf anything could have shown a more politic appre iatro„

BU^ations. In the last parliament twent^Jxeealwei:
held by persons designated nominal home rule™

; L th"new parliament, not one. Every new nationalist mem^r
s ol n"'"

*^'''"^" "'""^^^^ ^he parliamentary partyhould call upon him. Such an instrument grasped fn ahand of iron was indispensable, first to compel the BriUsJgovernment to listen, and second, to satisfy any hgo ernment disposed to listen, that in dealing with MrPa n 11 they were dealing with nationalist Ireland, and wTthtatesman who had the power to make his enga„
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A CRITICAL MONTH

(December 1885)

Wrobvbr has held the post of minister for any considerable time
can never absolutely, unalterably maintain and carry out his

original opinions. He finds himself in the presence of situations

that are not always the same— of life and growth— in connection

with which he must take one course one day, and then, perhaps,

another on the next day. I could not always run straight ahead
like a cannon ball. —Bismarck.

The month of December was passed by Mr. Gladstone at

Hawarden, in such depth of meditation as it is easy for us to

conjecture. The composition of his party, the new situa-

tion in parliament, the mutual relations of important indi-

viduals, the Irish case, his own share in respect of the Irish

case, the strange new departure in Irish policy announced
and acted upon by the subsisting cabinet— from all these
points of view it was now his business to survey the extra-
ordinary s^ene. The knot to be unravelled in 1886 was
hardly less entangled than that which engaged the powerful
genius of Pitt at the opening of the centi ry. Stripped of

invidious innuendo, the words of Lord Salisbury a few weeks
later state with strength and truth the problem that now
confronted parliament and its chief men. ' Up to the time,'

said the tory prime minister, 'when Mr. Gladstone took
oflSce, be it for good or evil, for many generations Ireland
had been governed through the influence and the action of

the landed gentry. I do not wish to defend that system.
There is a good deal to be said for it, and a good deal to be
said against it. What I wish to insist upon is, not that that

system was good, but that the statesman who undertook to

overthrow it, should have had something to put in its place.

260
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by the Reform buTof 1884^,!f
"^'^ '^^ ^^^' «"d Ja«t of all ^"t.^'

in Ireland is .h^lJ^lyT^l^llrZ^! *'^ ''^'^' ^^^^^^
'

the formidable problem of a cTut'/ ^ °T '**"''« '^f^™
government under which ITTl ^?:'7^ "^ ^ «y«*«™ "^
tions. and absolutely without .v 'f

^°' "^^^ »«»«r«-
b7 which the ordinLrftrtioTof^t^^n/ ^/"^«*^^"*«

maintained. Those chanires whlh M .^ ""^^ '*° '^

government of Ireland wert 1 "^^^oduced into the

from a parliamentar^pornroft^^^^^^ T^ ^"^^ ''""''^''^

the dominant humour of fh/ ^ """' «"'*«d to

barren of any insr^; byXSlThe ^"! ^'^^ ^«^«
governed and kept in urmZZt 1^%*'''""*^^ could be
a statement of the caseS h n \ ' ^"*"''-" ^his is

should ponder. Parcula. ^T7^'' ""** ^^«*°"*" «Iike

both paries had rt::r:^a"Ltr *'^^ ^^'"^'"•-^ ^^

conversation later, aUesHhttw liLVZ' ^^
"^"^'

*

however chimerical it may now seem to ,». T ^'P''*'

take lonp views. h^H „
"•'^ °°'^ ^eem to those who do not

blind to'^thrfr* tSat^r ."^°°
'r- «« ^^^^^ not be

tory minister, durt he
2"-"^

*'t
^''°^'"«^« '' *h«

unquestionable readTnL to ftTethTn""*''
'*' ^'°"" -

Plex situation with new metl^ds m rT.""'' '^ * ^°'"-

of the present difficulties bsou^tt^^^^^^
""'' ' ^°'""°"

of parties, that had been as advan
''"'•'""^''•""^"

Pensable in other cvi^Z)
advantageous as it was indis-

recalled other itdinHce"^^^^^^^
of 'he century ? He

was the repeal of theVerAett mTTa^ t'''
'''"^

tion in 1829; the repeal ^f
'"/^^^ ',''**''°1>« ^n'ancipa-

extension of the franchTse in I8fi7 T J^"".
"" ^'"^ '' '^'

n^emorable transactions If" Gladst
' '''''''' '' '^«««

VOL. ni_g
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each of them both the aid of the liberal vote in the House

of Commons, and the authority possessed by all tory govern-

ments in the House of Lords. What was the situation ?

The ministerial party just reached the figure of two hundred

and fifty-one. Mr. Gladstone hat. said in the course of

the election that for a government in a minority to deal

with the Irish question would not be safe, such an opera-

tion could not but be attended by danger ; but the tender of

his support to Lord Salisbury was a demonstration that

he thought the operation might still properly be under-

taken.^

To Herbert Gladstone.

December 10, 1885.— 1. The nationalists have run in political

alliance with the tories for years ; more especially for six months

;

most of all at the close during the elections, when they liave made

us 335 (say) against 250 [conservatives] instead of 355 against 230.

This alliance is therefore at its zenith. 2. The question of Irish

government ought fur the highest reasons to be settled at once, and

settled by the allied forces, (1) because they have the government,

(2) because their measure will have fair play from all, most, or many

of us, which a measure of ours would not have from the tories. 3. As

the allied forces are half the House, so that there is not a majority

against them, no constitutional principle is violated by allowing

the present cabinet to continue undisturbed for the purpose iu

view. 4. The plan for Ireland ought to be produced by the

government of the day. Principles may be laid down by others,

but not the detailed interpretation of them in a measure. I have

publicly declared I produce no plan until the government has

arrived at some issue with the Irish, as 1 hope they will. 6. If

the moment ever came when a plan had to be considered with a

view to production on behalf of the liberal party, I do iiot at

present see how such a question could be dissociated from another

vital qxMfltion, namely, who are to be the government. For a

government alone can carry a measure, though some outline uf

essentials might be put out in a motion or resolution.

Happening in these days to meet in the neighbouring

1 /^^ial AtftctM of the Irish (^ueHion, p. 18.
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of Lord Salisbury at Newport, coupled with the more sub-

stantial fact of the alliance between tories and nationalists

before and during the election, no duubt warranted Mr.

Gladstone's assumption that the alliance might continue,

and that the talk of a new policy had been somethlu^ tuore

than an electioneering manoeuvre. Yet the importance that

he always attached to his offer of support for a definite

settlement, or in plainer English, some sort of home rule,

implies a certain simplicity. He forgot in his patriotic zeal

the party system. The tory leader, capable as his public

utterances show of piercing the exigencies of Irish govern-

ment to the quick, might possibly, in the course of respon-

sible consultations with opponents for a patriotic purpose,

have been drawn by argument and circumstance on to the

ground of Irish autonomy, which he had hitherto considered,

and considered with apparent favour, only in the dim dis-

tance of abstract meditation or through the eyes of Lord

Carnarvon. The abstract and intellectual temperament is

sometimes apt to be dogged and stubborn; on the other

hand, it is often uncommonly elastic. Lord Salisbury's clear

and rationalising understanding might have been expected

to carry him to a thoroughgoing experiment to get rid of a

deep and inveterate disordei. If he thought it politic to

assent to communication with Mr. Parnell, why should he

not listen to overtures from Mr. Gladstone ? On the other

hand. Lord Salisbury's hesitation in facing the perils of

an Irish settlement in reliance upon the co-operation of

political opponents is far from being unintelligible. His

inferior parliamentary strength would leave him at the

mercy of an extremely formidable ally. He may have

anticipated that, apart from the ordinary temptations of

every majority to overthrow a minority, all the strong

natural impulses of the liberal leader, his vehement sym-

pathy with the principle of nationality, the irresistible

attraction for him of all the grand and eternal common-
places of liberty and self-government, would inevitably

carry him much further on the Irish road than either Lord

Salisbury himself may have been disposed to travel, or than

he could be sure of persuading his party to follow. He may
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of the eleventh hour had arrived, it looked as if he would

break up the government by insisting. Then the govern-

ment was turned out, and the party of ' law and order ' came

in. He saw his firm and continuous system at the first

opportunity flouted and discarded. He was aware, as

officials and as the public were aware, that his successor

at Dublin Castle made little secret tliat he had come over

to reverse the policy. Lord Spencer, too, well knew in the

last months of his reign at Dublin that his own system,

in spite of outward success, had made no mark upon Irish

disaffection. It is no wonder that after his visit to Haw-
arden, he laboured hard at consideration of the problem

that the strange action of government on the one hand,

and the speculations of a trusted leader on the other, had

forced upon him. On Mr. Gladstone he pressed the question

whether a general support should be given to Irish autonomy

as a principle, before particulars were matured. In any case

he perceived that the difficulty of governing Ireland might

well be increased by knowledge of the mere fact that Mr.

Gladstone and himself, whether in office or in opposition,

were looking in the direction of autonomy. Somebody said

to Mr. Gladstone, people talked about his turning Spencer

round his thumb. ' It would be more true,' he replied, ' tliat

he had turned me round his.' That is, I suppose, by the

lessons of Lord Spencer's experience.

In the middle of the month Lord Hartington asked Mr.

Gladstone for information as to his views and intentions on

the Irish question as developed by the general election. The
rumours in the newspapers, he said, as well as in private

letters, were so persistent that it was hard to believe them

without foundation. Mr. Gladstone replied to Lord Harting-

ton in a letter of capital importance in its relation to the

prospects of party union (Dec. 17):—
To Lord Hartington.

The whole stream of public excitement is now turned upon me,

and I am pestered with incessant telegrams which I, have no

defence again-*-, but either suicide or Pamell's method of self-con-

cealment. The truth is, I have more or less of opinions and ideas,
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for I am so b«ttered with telegrams that I hardly know whether
I stand on my bead or my heels. . . .

With regard to the letter I sent you, my opinion is that there
is a Pamell party and a separation or civil war party, and the
question which is to have the upper hand will have to be decided
in a limited time. My earnest recommendation to everybody is

not to commit himself. Upon this rule, under whatever pressure,

I shall act as long as I can. There shall be no private negotiation
carried on by me, but the time may come when I shall be obliged
to speak publicly. Meanwhile I hope you will keep in free and
full communication with old colleagues. Pray put questions if

this letter seems ambiguous. . . .

Pray remember that I am at all times ready for personal com-
munioation, should you think it desirable.

m
Before receiving this letter, Lord Hartington was startled,

as all the world was, to come on something in the news-
papers that instantly created a new situation. Certain prints
published on December 17 what was alleged to be Mr.
Gladstone's scheme for an Irish settlement. ^ It proposed in

terms the creation of an Irish parliament. Further particu-
lars were given in detail, but witl. these we need not concern
ourselves. The Irish parliament was enough. The public
mind, bewildered as it was by the situation that the
curious issue of the election had created, was thrown by
this announcement into extraordinary commotion. The
facts are these. Mr. Herbert Gladstone visited London at
this time (Dec. 14), partly in consequence of a speech made
a few days before by Sir C. Dilke, and of the club talk which
the speech had set going. It was taken t., ^aean that he
and Mr. Chamberlain, the two radical leaddrs, thought tlmt
such an Irish policy as might be concocted between Mr.
Gladstone and Mr. Parnell would receive no general support
from the liberal party, and that it would be much safer to

I

'These sutementa first appeared not publialied in the Timen and other
In the LeedsMerenry and the Standard London morning papers until Dec. 18.
on Dec. 17, and in a communication Mr. Gladstone's telegram was printed
from the National I'ressAgency issued In the evening papers on Dec. 17.
on the night of Dec. 16. They were
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political strategy— to neglect of which Frederick the Great
traced the faUure of Joseph II.— not to take the second
step before you have taken the first. Neither scheme nor
intention had yet crystallised in his mind. Never was there
a moment when every consideration of political prudence
more imperatively counselled silence. Mr. Gladstone's denial
of aU responsibUity was not found to be an explicit contra-
diction

; it was a repudiation of the two newspapers, but it
was not a repudiation of an Irish pariiament. Therefore
people believed the story the more. Friends and foes be-
came more than ever alert, excited, alarmed, and in not a
few cases vehemently angry. This unauthorised publication
with the qualified denial, placed Mr. Gladstone in the very
position which he declared that he would not take up ; it

made him a trespasser on ground that belonged to the
government. Any action ion his part would in his own
view not only be unnecessary ; it would be unwarrantable

;

it would be in the highest degree injurious and mischievous.i
Yet whatever it amounted to, some of this very injury and
mischief followed.

Lord Harrington no sooner saw what was then called the
Hawarden kite flying in the sky, than he felt its full signifi-
cance. He at once wrote to Mr. Gladstone, partly in reply
to the letter of the 17th already given, and pointed with
frankness to what would follow. No other subject would be
discussed until the meeting of pariiament, and it would be
discussed with the knowledge, or what would pass for
knowledge, that in Mr. Gladstone's opinion the time for
concession to Ireland had arrived, and that concession was
practicable. In replying to his former letter Mr. Gladstone
had mvited personal communication, and Lord Harrington
thought that he might in a few days avaU himself of it,

though (December 18) he feared that little advantage would
foUow. In spite of urgent arguments from wary friends,
Lord Hartington at once proceeded to write to his chairman
in Lancashire (December 20), informing the public that no
proposals of liberal policy on the Irish demand had been
communicated to him; for his own part he stood to what

» Speech on the Address, January 21, 1886.
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Second only to Mr. Gladstone in experience of stirring
and perilous positions, Lord Granville described the situa-
tion to one of his colleagues as nothing less than ' thoroughly
appalhng.' A great catastrophe, he said, might easily result
from any of the courses open : from the adoption of coercion
by either government or opposition; from the adoption by
either of concession; from the attempt to leave the state of
Ireland as it was. If, as some think, a great catastrophe
did m the end result from the course that Mr. Gladstone
was now revolving in his own mind at Hawarden, and that
he had commended to the meditations of his most important
colleagues, what alternative was feasible?

IV

The following letters set out the various movements in a
drama that was now day by day, through much confusion
and bewilderment, approaching its climax.

To Lord Qranville.

December 18, '85.-.
. . Thinking incessantly about the matter,

speakmg freely and not with finality to you, and to Rosebery and
Spencer -the only colleagues I have seen-.T have trusted to
writing to Hartington (who had had Harcourt and Northbrook
with him) and to you for Derby.

If I have made any step in advance at all, which I am not sure of
It has most certainly been in the direction of leaving the field open'
for the government, encouraging them to act, and steadUy refus-
ing to say or do anything like negotiation on my own behalf So
I thmk Derby will see that in the main I am certainly with him.

^. . What will Parnell do? What will the government do"How can we decide without knowing or trying to know, both if
we can, but at any rate the second ? This letter is at your dis-
cretion to use in proper quarters.

December 22. -In the midst of these troubles, I look to you as
the great feud-composer, and your note just received is just what
I should have hoped and expected. Hartington wrote to me on
Saturday that he was going up to see Goschen, but as I thought
inviting a letter from me, which I wrote [December 17, above],
and It was with no small surprise that I read him yesterday in
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I begged you to keep Derby informed ; would you kindly do
the same with Hare nirt ? Eosebery goes to London to-morrow.

Two days before this resistance to the request for a
meeting, he had written to Lord Granville with an important
enclosure :—
December 26, 1885.— I have put down on paper in a memo-

randum as well as I can, the possible forms of the question which
may have to be decided at the opening of the session. I went
over tJie ground in conversation with you, and afterwards with
R. Grosvenor, and I requested R. Grosvenor, who was going to
London, to speak to Hartington in that sense. After his recent
act of publication, I should not like to challenge him by sending
him the written paper. Please, however, to send it on to Spencer,
who will send it back to me. •

The memorandum itself must here be ruoted, for it sets
out in form, succinct, definite, and exhaustive, the situation
as Mr. Gladstone at that time regarded it :—
Secret. Hawarden Caatle, Cheater, Dec. 26, 1885.

1. Government siiould act.

2. Nationalists should supivort them in acting.

3. I have done whau I can to bring about (1). I am confident
the nationalists know my desire. They also publicly know there
can be no plan from me in the present circumstances.

4. If (1) and (2) come about, we, who are half the House of
Commons, may under the circumstances be justified in waiting for
the production of a plan.

6. This would be in every sense the best situation.

6. But if ministers refuse to take up the question— or if from
their not actually taking it up, or on any grounds, the nationalists

publicly dissolve their alliance with them, the government then
have a party of 250 in the face of 420, and in the face of 335
who were elected to oppose them.

7. The basis of our system is that the ministry shall have the

confidence of the House of Commons. The exception is, when it

is about to appeal to the people. The rule applies most strongly
when an election has just taken place. Witness 1836, 1841, 1859,
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18, With me the Irish question would of course remain para-
mount; but preferring a liberal government without an adequate
Irish measure to a tory government similarly lacking, such a
liberal government would be entitled to the best general support
I could give it.

The reference of this memorandum to Lords Granville
and Spencer was regarded as one of the first informal
steps towards a consultation of leaders. On receiving Lord
Spencer's reply on the point of procedure Mr. Gladstone
wrote to him (December 80) :—

To Lord Spencer.

I understand your idea to be that inasmuch as leaders of the
party are likely to be divided on the subject of a bold Irish

measure, and a divergence might be exhibited in a vote on the
Address, it may be better to allow the tory government, with
260 supporters in a house of 670, to assume the direction of the

session and continue the administration of imperial affairs. I do
not undervalue the dangers of the other course. But let us look
at this one—

1. It is an absolute novelty.

2. Is it not a novelty which strikes at the root of our parlia-

mentary government ? under which the first duty of a majority
freshly elected, according to a uniform course of precedent and
a very clear principle, is to establish a government which has its

confidence.

3. Will this abdication of primary duty avert or materially
postpone the (apprehended) disruption of the party ? Who can

guarantee us against an Irish or independent amendment to the

Address? The governr^ent must in any case produce at once
their Irish plan. What will have been gained by waiting for it ?

The Irish will know three things— (1) That I am conditionally in

favour of at least examining their demand. (2) That from the

nature of the case, I must hold this question paramount to every

interest of party. (3) That a part, to speak within bounds, of the

liberal party will follow me in this respect. Can it be supposed
that in these circumstances they will long refrain, or possibly

refrain at all ? With their knowledge of possibilities behind them,
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Sigoals and intimations were not wholly wanting from
the Irish camp. It was known among the subalterns in that

rather impenetrable region, partly by the light of nature,

partly by the indiscretions of dubiously accredited ambas-
sadors, that Mr. Gladstone was not disposed on any terms to

meet the Irish demand by more coercion. For the libeml

party as a whole the Irish had a considerable aversion. The
violent scen< s that attended the Coercion bill of 1881, the

interchange of hard words, the suspensions, the imprison-

ments— all mechanically acquiesced in by the ministerial

majority— had engendered both bitterness and contempt.

The Irishmen did not conceal the satisfaction with which
they saw the defeat of some of those liberals who had
openly gloated over their arrests and all the rest of their

humiliations. Mr. Gladstone, it is true, had laid a heavy
and chastening hand upon them. Yet, even when the

struggle had been fiercest, with the quick intuition of a

people long oppressed, they detected a note of half-sym-

pathetic passion which convinced them that he would be

their friend if he could, and would help them when he might.

Mr. Pamell was not open to impressions of this order. He
had a long memory for injuries, and he had by no means
satisfied himself that the same injuries might not recur.

As soon as the general election was over, he had at once

set to work upon the result. Whatever might be right for

others, his line of tactics was plain— to ascertain from which
of the two English parties he was most likely to obtain the

response that he desired to the Irish demand, and then to

concert the procedure best fitted to place that party in

power. He was at first not sure whether Lord Salisbury

would renounce the Irish alliance after it had served the

double purpose of ousting the liberals from office, and then

reducing their numbers at the election. He seems also to

have counted upon further communications with Lord

Carnarvon, and this expectation was made known to Mr.

Gladstone, who expressed his satisfaction at the news, though

it was also made known to him that Mr. Pamell doubted
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and failed. I am therefore at preaent a man in chains. Will
rainiaters bring in a measure ? If " Aye," I see my way. If
" No "

:
that I presume puts an end to all relatiot., of con-

fldence between nationalisto and tories. If that is done, I

have then upon me, as is evident, the responsibilities of
the leader qf a majority. But what if neither Aye nor No can
be had— will the nationalists then continue their support
and thus relieve me from responsibility, or withdraw their
support [from the government] and thus change essentially
my position? Nothing but a public or published dissolution
of a relation of amity publicly sealed could be of any avail.'
So the year ended.
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were turned out and Mr. Gladstone were put in, he would
propose home rule. In that case a majority was not wholly
impossible, for the whig wing might come over, nor was it

quite certain that the Irish would help to put the govern-
ment out. At any rate the debate would force Mr. Gladstone
into the open, and even if they did not have a majority, they
would bu in a position to advise immediate dissolution on the

issue of home rule.

The only other course open to the cabinet was to turn
their backs upon the professions of the summer; to throw
overboard the Carnarvon policy as a cargo for which there

was no longer a market; to abandon a great experiment
after a ludicrously short trial ; and to pick up again the old

instrument of coercion, which not six months before they had
with such elaborate ostentation condemned and discarded.

This grand manoeuvre was kept carefully in the background,
until there had been time fbr the whole chapter of accidents

to exhaust itself, and it had become certain ihat no trump
cards were falling to the ministerial hand. Not until this

was quite clear, did ministers reveal their poignant uneasi-

ness about the state of Ireland.

In the middle of October (1885) Lord Randolph Churchill

visited the viceroy in Dublin, and found him, as he afterwards
said, extremely anxious and alarmed at the growing power
of the National League. Yet the viceroy was not so anxious
and alarmed "a to prevent Lord Randolph from saying at

Birmingham a month after, on November 20, that up to the

present time their decision to preserve order by the same
laws as in England had been abundantly justified, and that

on the whole crime and outrage had greatly diminished.

This was curious, and shows how tortuous was the crisis.

Only a fortnight later the cabinet met (December 2), and
heard of the extraordinary development and unlimited re-

sources of the league. All the rest of the month of Decem-
ber,— so the public were by and by informed,— the condition

of Ireland was the subject of the most anxious consideration.

With great deliberation, a decision was at length reached.

It was that ordinary law had broken down, and that excep-

tional means of repression were indispensable. Then a
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journal supposed to be inspired by Lord Randolph, to the

effect that conciliation in Ireland had totally failed, that

Lord Carnarvon bad retired because that policy was to be

reversed and he was not the man for the rival policy of

vigour, and finally, that the new policy would probably be

announced in the Queen's Speech; in no circumstances

would it be possible to avoid a general action on the

Address.

n

The current of domestic life at Hawarden, in the midst of all

these perplexities, flowed in its usual ordered channels. The
engagement of his second daughter stirred Mr. Gladstone's

deepest interest. He practised occasional woodcraft with

his sons, though ending his seventynsixth year. He spends

a morning in reviewing his private money affairs, the first

time for three years. He never misses church. He corrects

the proofs of an article on Huxley ; carries on tolerably pro-

fuse correspondence, coming to very little ; he works among
his books, and arranges his papers; reads Beaconsfield's

Home Letters, Lord Stanhope's Pitt, Macaulay's Warren
Ha»ting»y which he counts the most brilliant of all that

illustrioos man's performances; Maine on Popular Govern-

ment; King Solomon's Mines; something of Tolstoy ; Dicey's

Law of the Constitution, where a chapter on seminsovereign

assemblies made a deep impression on him in regard to the

business that now absorbed his mind. Above all, he nearly

every day reads Burke : ' December 18.— Read Burke ; what

a magazine of wisdom on Ireland and America. January 9.

— Made many extracts from Burke— sometimes almost

divine.'^ We may easily imagine how the heat from that

profound and glowing furnace still further inflamed strong

purposes and exalted resolution in Mr. Gladstone. The Duke
of Argyll wrote to say that he was sorry to hear of the study

of Burke :
' Your perfervidum ingenium Scoti does not

need being touched with a live coal from that Irish altar.

Of course your reference to Burke indicates a tendency to

1 If this seems hyperbole, let the reading again most of Burke's works,
reader remember an entry in Ma- Admirable 1 The greatest man since

caulay's diary : ' I have now finished Milton.' Trevelyan's Life, ii. p. 377.
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edge of the whirlpool. Three days before formalities were
over, and the House assembled for the despatch of business,

he received a communication that much perturbed him, and
shed an ominous light on the prospect of liberal unity. This
commuijication he described to Lord Granville :—

21 Carlton Eou^e Terroux, Jan. 18, 1886.— Hartington writes to

me a letter indicating the possibility that on Thursday, while I

announce with reasons a policy of silence and reserve, he may feel

it his duty to declare his determination * to maintain the legisla-

tive union,' that is to proclaim a policy (so I understand the

phrase) of absolute resistance without examination to the demand
made by Ireland through five-sixths of her members. This is to

play the tory game with a vengeance. They are now, most

rashly not to say more, working the Irish question to split the

liberal party.

It seems to me that if a gratuitous declaration of this kind is

made, it must produce an exjdosion ; and that in a week's time

Hartington will have to consider whether he will lead the liberal

parly himself, or leave it to chaos. He will make my position

impossible. When, in conformity with the wishes expressed to

me, I changed my plans and became a candidate at the general

election, my motiveo were two. The ^rs^, a hope that I might be

able to contribute towards some pacific settlement of the Irish

question. The second, a desire to prevent the splitting of the

party, of which there appeared to be an immediate danger. The
second object has thus far been attained. But it may at any

moment be lost, and the most disastrous mode of losing it per-

haps would be that now brought into view. It would be cer-

tainly opposed to my convictions and determination, to attempt

to lead anything like a home rule opposition, and to make this

subject— the strife of nations— the dividing line between parties.

This being so, I do not see how I could as leader survive a giatiii-

tous declaration of opposition to me such as Hartington ai)pears

to meditate. If he still meditates it, ought not the party to be

previously informed ?

Pray, consider whether you can bring this subject before him,

less invidiously than I. I have explained to you and I believe to

him, and I believe you approve, my general idea, that we ought
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In a fragment composed in the autumn of 1897, Mr Glad
stone has described the anxiety with which he watched thecourse of proceedings on the Address : _

I had no means of forming an estimate how far the bulk of the

rule, which should constitute an Irish pariiament subject to the

iVint " ': *'' "°"*' °' ^"«-'-'' -»>- --ou^s omy intentions were afloat, I found how little I could reckon on a
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general support. Under the circumstances I certainly took upon

myself a grave responsibility. I attached value to the acts and

language of Lord Carnarvon, and the other favourable manifesta-

tions. Subsequently we had but too much evidence of a deliberate

intention to deceive the Irish, with a view to their support at the

election. But in the actu^ circumstances I thought it my duty

to encourage the government of Lord Salisbury to settle the

Irish question, so far as I could do this by promises of my personal

support. Hence my communication with Mr. Balfour, which has

long been in the hands of the public.

It has been unreasonably imputed to me, that the proposal of

home rule was a bid for the Irish vote. But my desire for the

adjustment of the question by the tories is surely a conclusive

answer. The fact is that I could not rely upon the collective sup-

port of the liberals ; but I could and did rely upon the support of

so many of them as would make the success of the measure cer-

tain, in the event of its being proposed by the tory administra-

tion. It would have resembled in substance the liberal support

given to Boman catholic emancipation in 1829, and the repeal

of the com laws in 1846. Before the meeting of parliament, I

had to encounter uncomfortable symptoms among my principal

friends, of which I think was the organ.

I was, therefore, by no means eager for the dismissal of the tory

government, though it counted but 250 supporters out of 670, as

long as there were hopes of its taking up the question, or at all

events doing nothing to aggravate the situation.

When we came to the debate on the Address I had to face a

night of extreme anxiety. The speech from the throne referred

in '. menacing way to Irish disturbances, and contained a distinct

declaration in support of the legislative union. On referring to

the clerks at the table to learn in what terms the Address in reply

to the speech was couched, I found it was a ' thanking ' address,

which did not commit the House to an opinion. What I dreaded

was lest some one should have gone back to the precedent of

1833, when the Address in reply to the speech was virtually made

the vehicle of a solemn declaration in favour of the Act of Union.'

i In 1833 the King's Speech re- sent time, and expressed confidence

presented the atato of Ireland in that parliament would entrust the

words that might be used at the pre- King with ' such additional powers
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the minister had actually gone to Ireland to make anxious

inquiry into these questions. Mr. Smith arrived in Dublin

at six o'clock on the morning of January 24, and he quitted

it at six o'clock on the evening of the 26th. He was sworn

in at the Castle in the forenoon of that day.' His views

must have reached the cabinet in London not later than the

morning of the 26th. Not often can conclusions on such

a subject have been ripened with such electrifying precocity.

' I intend to reserve my own freedom of action,' Mr. Glad-

stone said ; ' there are many who have taken their seats for

the first time upon these benches, and I may avail myself

of the privilege of old age to offer a recommendation. I

would tell them of my own intention to keep my counsel

and reserve my own freedom, until I see the moment and

the occasion when there may be a prospect of public benefit

in endeavouring to make a movement forward, and I will

venture to recommend them, as an old parliamentary hand,

to do the same.' ' Somethihg in this turn of phrase kindled

lively irritation, and it drew bitter reproaches from more

than one of the younger whigs. The angriest of these

remonstrances was listened to from beginning to end with-

out a solitary cheer from the liberal benches. The great

bulk of the party took their leader's advice. Of course the

reserve of his speech was as significant of Irish concession,

as the most open declaration would have been. Yet there

was no rebellion. This was felt by ministers to be a decisive

omen of the geueral support likely to be given to Mr.

Gladstone's supposed policy by his own party. Mr. Parnell

offered some complimentary remarks on the language of

Mr. Gladstone, but he made no move in the direction of

an amendment. The public outside looked on with

stupefaction. For two or three days all seemed to be

in suspense. But the two ministerial leaders in the

Commons knew how to read the signs. What Sir Michael

land), antil Lord Aberdeen was sworn
in upon Feb. 10, 1886. He must,

accordingly, bave signed the minute
appointing Mr. Smith chief secretary,

though of course Mr. Smith had gone
over to reverse the Camaryon policy.

* Hans. 802, p. 112.

' Lord Carnarvon left Ireland on
Jan. 28, and Lord Justices were then
appointed. But the lawyers seem to
hold that there cannot be Lord Jus-
tices without a viceroy, and Lord
Carnarvon was therefore technically

viceroy out of the kingdom (of Ire-
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intentions and the grounds of them. He said, < ^Miat ! Arc you

prepared to go forward without either Hartiugton or Chamberlain ?

'

I answered, ' Yes.' I believe it was in my mind to say, if I did

not actually say it, that I was prepared to go forward without

anybody. That is to say without any known and positive assur-

ance of support This was one of the great imperial occasions

which call for such resolutions.

m

A

An amendment stood upon the notice-paper in the name
of Mr. Ceilings, refretting the omission from the speech of

measures for benehting tite rural labourer; and on this

motion an immediate engagement was fought. Time was
important. An exasperating debate on coercion with obstruc-

tion, disorder, suspensions, would have been a damning pro-

logue to any policy of accommodation. The true significance

of the motion was not concealed. On the agrarian aspect

of it, the only important feature was the adhesion of Mr.

Gladstone, now first formally declared, to the policy of

Mr. Chamberlain. The author of the ag^rian policy

fougl )ut once more on the floor of the House against

Lord Hartington and Mr. Goschen the battle of the plat-

form. It was left for Sir Michael Hicks Beach to remind the

House that, whatever the honest mover might mean, tha

rural labourer had very little to do with the matter, and be

implored the gentlemen in front of him to think twice and

thrice before they committed the future of this country to

the grravest danglers that ever awaited it.

The debate was not prolonged. The discussion opened
shortly before dinner, and by one o'clock the division was
taken. The government found itself in a minority of 79.

The majority numbered 331, composed of 257 liberals and

74 Irish nationalists. The ministerialist minority was 252.

made up of 234 tones and 18 liberals. Besides the fact that

Lord Hartington, Mr. Goschen, and Sir Henry James voted

with ministers, there was a still more ominous circumstance.

No fewer than 76 liberals were absent, including among
them the imposing personality of Mr. Bright. In a memo-
randum written for submission to the Queen a few days

later, Mr. Gladstone said, ' I must express my personal con-
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CHAPTER V

THB MEW POUOY

BOOK
IX.

18M.

1» NMon »U forernment wlthoat the conMnt of Um goraraed la

the very defloition o( lUtrery ; but tn fact eloven men well armed

will certainly aubdue one alngle man in bla ahirt. . . . Those who

have uaed to cramp liberty have gone ao far aa to reaent even

the liberty of complaining ; although a man upon the rack waa

never known to be refuaed the liberty of roaring aa loud aa be

thought flu—JoMATHAX Bwin,

Thb toiy government wu defeated in the sitting of Tues-

day (Jan. 26). On Friday, ' at a quarter after midnight, in

came Sir H. Ponaonby, with verbal commission from her

Majesty, which I at once accepted.' * The whole of Saturday

was spent in consultations with colleagues. On Sunday, Mr.

Gladstone records, 'except church, my day from one to

eight was given to business. I got only fragmentary read-

ing of the life of the admirable Mr. Suckling and other

books. At night came a painful and harassing succession of

letters, and my sleep for once gave way ; yet for the soul it

was profitable, driving me to thv. hope that the strength of

God might be made manifest in my weakness.' On Monday,

Feb. 1, he went to attend the Queen. * Off at 9.10 to Osborne.

Two audiences : an hour and half in all. Everything good

in the main points. Large discourse upon Ireland in particu-

lar. Returned at 7|. I kissed hands and am thereby prime

minister for the third time. But, as I trust, for a brief time

only. Slept well, D. a.'

The firbt question was, how many of his colleagues in the

liberal cabinet that went out of office six months before,

would now embark with him in the voyage into stormy and

unexplored seas. I should suppose that no such difficulties

> Difiry.
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immemorial formed the basis of English tradition, I am much

more disposed to be thankful for what we then and afterwards

accomplished, than to murmur or to wonder at wl at we did not.

What Mr. Gladstone called the basis of his new govern-

ment was set out in a short memorandum, which be read to

each of those whom he hoped to include in his cabinet:

*I propose to examine whether it is or is not practicable

to comply with the desire widely prevalent in Ireland, and

testified by the return of eighty-five out of one hundred and

three representatives, for the establishment by statute of a

legislative body to sit in Dublin, and to deal with Irish

as distinguished from imperial affairs; in such a manner

as would be just to each of the three kingdoms, equitable

with reference to every class of the people of Ireland, con-

ducive to the social order and harmony of that country,

and calculated to support and consolidate the unity of the

empire on the continued basis of imperial authority and

mutual attachment.'

No definite plan was propounded or foreshadowed, but only

the proposition that it was a duty to seek a plan. The
cynical version was that a cabinet was got together on the

chance of being able to agree. To Lord Hartington, Mr.

Gladstone applied as soon as he received the Queen's com-

mission. The invitation was declined on reasoned grounds

(January 30). Examination and inquiry, said Lord Harting-

ton, must mean a proposal. If no proposal followed inquiry,

the reaction of Irish disappointment would be severe, as it

would be natural. His adherence, moreover, would be of

little value. He had already, he observed, in the govern-

ment of 1880 made concessions on other subjects that miglit

be thought to have shaken public confidence in him; he

could go no further without destroying that confidence

altogether. However that might be, he could not deiiart

from the traditions of British statesmen, and he was opposed

to a separate Irish leg^islature. At the same time he con-

cluded, in a sentence afterwards pressed by Mr. Gladstone on

the notice of the Queen : ' I am fully convinced that the alter-

native policy of governing Ireland without large concessions

l*'"
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in cabinet they sank to the position of what is called a

moderating force. After 1880 it became every day more
clear that even this modest function was slipping away.

Lord Hartington found that the moderating force could

no longer moderate. If he went on, he must make up
his mind to go under the Caudine forks once a week.

The significant reference, among his reasons for not joining

the new ministry, to the concessions that he had made in

the last government for the sake of party unity, and to his

feeling that any further moves of the same kind for the same
purpose would destroy all public confidence in him, shows
just as the circumstanr ^ the election had shown, and as

the recent debate on t .. ollings amendment had shown,

how small were the chances, quite apart from Irish policy,

of uniting whig and radical wings in any durable liberal

government.

Mr. Goschen, who had been a valuable member of the

great ministry of 1868, was invited to call, but without

hopes that he would rally to a cause so startling ; the inter-

view, while courteous and pleasant, was over in a very few
minutes. Lord Derby, a man of still more cautious type,

and a rather recent addition to the officers of the liberal

staff, declined, not without good nature. Lord Northbrook

had no faith in a new Irish policy, and his confidence in his

late leader had been shaken by Egypt. Most lamented of

all the abstentions was the honoured and trusted name of

Mr. Bright.

Mr. Trevelyan agreed to join, in the entirely defensible

hope that they 'would knock the measure about in the

cabinet, as cabinets do,' and mould it into accord with what

had until now been the opinion of most of its members.'

Mr. Chamberlain, who was destined to play so singular

and versatile a part in the eventful years to come, entered

the cabinet with reluctance and misgiving. The Admiralty

was first proposed to him and was declined, partly on the

ground that the chief of the fighting and spending depart-

ments was not the post for one who had just given to domes-

tic reforms the paramount place in his stirring addresses to

> Hans. 804, p. 1106.
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secretaiy was at once generally regarded as decisive of Mr.
Gladstone's ultimate intention, for during the election and
afterwards I had spoken strongly in favour of a colonial type
of government for Ireland. It was rightly pressed upon Mr.
Gladstone by at least one of his most experienced advisers,
that such an appointment to this particular office would
be construed as a declaration in favour of an Irish parlia-
ment, without any further examination at all.* And so, in
fact, it was generally construed.

Nobody was more active in aiding the formation of the
new ministry than Sir William Harcourt, in whose powerful
composition loyalty to party and conviction of the value of
party have ever been indestructible instincts. ' I must not
let the week absolutely close,' Mr. Gladstone wrote '

> him
from Mentmore (February 6), 'without emphatically tJiank-
ing you for the indefatigable and effective help which you
have rendered to me during its course, in the difficult work
now nearly accomplished.'

At the close of the operation, he writes from Downing
Street to his son Henry, then in India :

February 12, 1886. You see the old date has reappeared at the
head of my letter. The work last week was extremely hard from
the mixture of political discussions on the Irish question, by way
of preliminary condition, with the ordinary distribution of offices,

which while it lasts is of itself difficult enough.

Upon the whole I am well satisfied with its composition. It is

» As for the story of my being con-
cerned in Mr. Gladstone's conver-
sion to home rule, it ii, of course,
pure moonshine. I only glance at it

because in politics people are ready
to believe anything. At the general
election of 1880, I had declined to
support home rule. In the press,
however, I had strenuously opposed
the Forster Coercion bill of the
followirg winter, as involving a
radical misapprehension of the nature
and magnitude of the case. In
the course of that controversy, argu-
ments pressed themselves forward
which led much further than mere
resistance to the policy of coer-
cion. Without having had the ad-

vantage of any communication what-
ever with Mr. Gladstone upon Irish
subjects for some years before, I had
still pointed out to my constituents
at Newcastle in the previous Noveiri-
ber, that there was nothing in Mr.
Gladstone's electoral manifesto to
prevent him from proposing a colonial
plan for Ireland, and I had expressed
my own conviction that this was the
right direction in which to look. A
few Hays before the fall of the tory
government, I had advocated the
exclusion of Irish members from
Westminster, and the production of
measures dealing with the land.—
Speech at Chelmsford, January 7,

1886.
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BOOK fact was the starting-point of the reversal of policy which
I.

'
/ the government had come into existence to carry out. You

isao. cannot announce a grand revolution, and then beg the
world to wait. The very reason that justified the policy

commanded expedition. Anxiety and excitement were too

intense out of doors for anything but a speedy date, and
it was quite certain that if the new plan were not at once
propounded, no other public business would have much
chance.

The new administration did not mee*^^ parliament until

after the middle of February, and the two Irish bills, in

which their policy was contained, were ready by the end of

the first week of April. Considering the enormous breadth
and intricacy of the subjects, the pressure of parliamentary
business all the time, the exigencies of administrative work
in the case of at least one of the ministers principally con-

cerned, and the distracting atmosphere of party perturbation
and disquiet that daily and hourly harassed the work, the
despatch of such a task within such limits of time was at

least not discreditable to the industry and concentration of

those who achieved it. I leave it still open to the hostile

critic to say, as Moliere's Alceste says of the sonnet composed
in a quarter of an hour, that time has nothing to do with the

business.

All through March Mr. Gladstone laboured in what lie

called 'stiff conclaves' about finance and land, attended
drawing rooms, and 'observed the variations of H.M.'s
aceueiW ; had an audience of the Queen, 'very gracious,

but avoided serious subjects ' ; was laid up with cold, and
the weather made Sir Andrew Clark strict; then rose up
to fresh grapples with finance and land and untoward
colleagues, and all the ' inexorable demands of my political

vocation.' His patience and self-control were as marvellous
as his tireless industry. Sorely tried by something or

another at a cabinet, he enters,— 'Angry with myself for

not bearing it better. I ought to have been thankful for

it all the time.' On a similar occasion, a junior colleague

showed himself less thankful than he should have been for

purposeless antagonism. ' Think of it as discipline,' said Mr.

\hk p
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"^"' ^"^
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would have^Siculed^^L^l Srl't

"°"°"- ^'^^
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Whatwould'Iher^ZLtTeXie'r. Thf^ r^^'of setting up a legislative «uthontyt1reJd JTf":?exclusively Irish affairs K.,f u
*'^®''*^** *« deal with

be consistent equal^with iLZ \'«-^»«- -0"^
hand, such as I plan for n.?'' '"^"'"^ "'^ *»»« on«

scheme on thTotherlfn^tTf;""""^' *"^ « l^^^ad

separate control ov^r^'J^^^^^ '™'r
'^ ' '^^^''^^^

«^«'^«<l"«r,

an independentlnTclXTe iTg^^irr^ t/^^^Si^t^government meet the chaUenrrp tlV I .
^ ''""^^ *^«

intended broad or narrow .^80!^ °" "^^' "^'*^'' *^«^

have outlived an ev^rg's deLte aV^ '^ ''""'^ '"^^^
poned the evil day of schism for

*"^^°"^^ "°* ^ave post-
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'

prepared for the Act ofTn^on n tL
" f** *'^ "^^ ^*«

Britain, by the 8trinl!!f ,

^ parliament of Great

the beginLg of \^^^^^^ bT ''^' "''^^'^ ''^ ^^- P'" -
wiU at once pel ve that / ''*^i^^^

^^° «^^*^««« »* tJ^^"*'

been framed f^rrLto^/f'!^^^^^^^^^^^
'"^ ''"^ ^^'^^^ ^-^

- Whole ground of^h^ri"^^J^l^S^^
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raised all the formidable objections and difficulties exactly

as the bill itself raised them. The Bank Charter Act of

1888 was founded on eight resolutions, and they also set

forth in detail the points of the ministerial plan.* The
renewal of the East India Company's charter in the same

year went on by way of resolutions, less abundant in par-

ticulars than the Bank Act, but preceded by correspondence

and papers which had been exhaustively canvassed and dis-

cussed.' The question of Irish autonoiay was in no position

of that sort.

The most apt precedent in some respects is to be found

on a glorious occasion, also in the year 1888. Mr. Stanley

introduced the proposals of his government for the emanci-

pation of the West Indian slaves in five resolutions. They
furnished a key not only to policy and general principles,

but also to the plan by w^ich these were to be carried out.'

Lord Howick followed the minister at once, raising directly

the whole question of the plan. Who could doubt that Lord

Hartington would now take precisely the same course towards

Irish resolutions of similar scope? The procedure on the

India bill of 1858 was just as little to the point. The general

disposition of the House was wholly friendly to a settle-

ment of the question of Indian government by the exist-

ing ministry. No single section of the opposition wished to

take it out of their hands, for neither Lord Russell nor the

Peelites nor the Manchester men, and probably not even

Lord Palmerston himself, were anxious for the immediate
return of the last-named minister to power. Who will

pretend that in the House of Commons in February 1886,

anything at all like the same state of facts prevailed ? As
for the resolutions in the case of the Irish church, they

were moved by Mr. Gladstone in opposition, and he thought

it obvious that a policy proposed in opposition ;ands on a

totally different footing from a policy laid before parliament

on the responsibility of a government, and a government
bound by every necessity of the situation to prompt action.*

1 June 1, 1833. Hans. 18, p. 186. Reform bill ci 1867. Disraeli laid

• June 13, 18.33. Ibid. p. 700. thirteen resolutions on the table.

•May 14, 1833. flaiw. 17, p. 1230. Lowe and Bright both agreed in

* There is also the case of the urging that the resolutione riiouIJ l*
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plan. It is a mere fable nf f«„* ?! * particular

was arbitrarily impend „lnt°"T * '"* ""'^ P°"<'y
fact, the plan oSnv\>T \^^ ''*''i°«t

'
as matter of

radical ni^ificat"fr
^^ "^ ^°""'^^ '^^'^ "''^^'^o We and

Fii^t^SLVr Trtlfar- j^ J'^
'^^~

i^^ powers; -o^ athU Tr^1^^^^^^
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settlement of the land question ^n^^ ^u ^ ^ "^^^ *« *
tionof honourand nol.W •

' ^
''''^^'«^« «^ «° "bliga-
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the land was not very p^du^
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Pta w., opened V Mr. 01.d.ton, i„ cabinet on
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March 18th, and Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Trevelyan at one j

wiiihed to resign. He remonHtrated in a vigoroua correHpond-

ence. * I have seen many and many a reui^ation,* he iwid,

* but never one baaed upon the intentions, nay the immature
intentions, of the prime minister, and on a pure intuition of

what may happen. Bricks and rafters are prepared for a house,

but are not themselves a house.' The evil hour was postponed,

but not for long. The Cabinet met a^ain a few days hiter

(March 26) and things came ti> a sharp issue. The queHiion

was raised in a suiliuiently dctinite fcirm by the proposition

from the prime minister for the establishment of a statutory

body sitting in Dublin with legislative powers. No difficulty

was made about the bare proposition itself. Every one

seemed to go as far as that. It needed to be tested, ami
tests were at once forthcoming. Mr. Trevelyan could not

assent to the control of the immediate machinery of law
and order being withdrawn from direct Briti8h authority,

among other reasons because it was this proposal that

created the necessity for buying out the Irish landlords,

which he regarded as raising a problem absolutely insolubl '

Mr. Chamberlain raised four points. He objected to 1 i

cesser of Irish representation ; he could not consent to tne

grant of full rights of taxation to Ireland ; he resisted the

surrender of the appointment of judges and magistrates

;

and he argued strongly against proceeding by enumeration
of the things that an Irish government might not do,

instead of by a speciiic delegation of the things that it

might do.' That these four objections were not in them-

selves incapable of accommodation was shown by subsequent

events. The second was very speedily, and the first was

ultimately allowed, while the fourth was held by good

authority to be little more than a question of drafting.

Even the third was not a point either way on which to

break up a government, destroy a policy, and split a party.

But everybody who is acquainted with either the great or

the small conflicts of human history, knows how little the

mere terms of a principle or of an objection are to be

trusted as a clue either to its practical significance, or

» Han*. 304, p. 1116. » Bans. 304, p. 1190,
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tnction of iu orimn* ib. ^S^^I- * ''"'"Ping and con-
^ '

the Irish could noTtve eCIn""''""
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°
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I'a-nent and the country „„«i ^i"^*«"«'«

strength in par-

;
Faint hopes we« nouS^ 7!''^ °"' °^ '''^ colleagues

»o ground^ S."°S«»n«te^ "trac^rio'Se *S Z' T
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BOOK hsd in turn abMidoned him to his own resourcM. Certainly
'

J the Heoesiiiona of the end of March 1886 left him undaunted.

1880. Kvery consideration of duty and of policy bound him to

penevere. He felt, justly enough, that a minister who had

once deliberately invited his party and the people of the

three kingdoms to follow him on so arduous and bold a

march as this, had no right on any common plea to turn

back until he had exhausted every available device to

* bring the army of the faithful through.'

in

From the first the Irish leader was in free a*^ ' constant

communication with the chief secretary. Proposals were

once or twice made, net I think at Mr. Pamell's desire, for

conversations to be held between Mr. Gladstone and himself,

but they were always discouraged by Mr. Gladstone, who was

never fond of direct personal contentions, or conversations

when the purpose could be as well served otherwise, and be

had a horror of what he called multiplying channels of com-

munication. ' For the moment,' he replied, * I think we may
look to Mr. M. alone, and rely en al' i o says for accuracy as

well as fidelity. I have been hard at work, and to-day I

mean to have a further and full talk with Mr. M., who will

probably soon after wish for some renewed conversation

with Mr. Parnell.' Mr. Pamell shov/ed himself acute, frank,

patient, closely attentive, and possessed of striking thougli

not rapid insight. He never slurred over difficulties, nor

tried to pretend that rough was smooth. On the other

hand, he had nothing in common with that desperate

species of counsellor, who takes all the small points, and

raises objections instead of helping to contrive expedients.

He measured the ground with a slow and careful eye, and

fixed tenaciously on the thing that was essential at the

moment. Of constructive faculty he never showed a trace.

He was a man of temperament, of will, of authority, of

power; not of ideas or ideals, or knowledge, or political

maxims, or even of the practical reason in any of its higher

senses, as Hamilton, Madison, and Jefferson had practical

reasou. But he knew what he wanted.

m*
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Toi.. ,„_, " '<*' ^»n». I returned to Parnell,
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wJio went on repeating his points in his impenetrable way, until

the policeman mercifully came to say the House was up.

IHWJ. Mr. Gladstoiie'H own note must also be transcribed :—
April 5.— Wrote to Lord Sjjencer. The Queen and ministers.

Four hours on tlio matter for my speech. 1 ^ hours with Welby

and Hamilton on the figures. Saw Lord Sjwncer, Mr. Morley,

Mr. A. M. H. of C, 5-8. Dinod at Sir Thomas May's.

IJ hours with Morley and Parnell on the root of the matter;

rather too late for me, lOJ-tU. A hard day. {Diary.)

On more than one financial point the conflict went
perilously near to breaking down the whole operation. * If

we do not get a right budget,' said Mr. Paniell, ' all will go

wrong from the very first hour.' To the last he held out

that the just proportion of Irish contribution to the irapci-ial

fund was not one-fourteenth or one-fifteenth, but a twentieth

or twenty-fwst part. He insisted all the more strongly on

his own more libenil fraction, as a partial compensation for

their surrender of fiscal liberty and the right to impose

customs duties. Even an hour or two before the bill was

actually to be unfolded to the House, he hurried to the Irish

office in what was for him rather an excited state, to make
one more appeal to me for his fraction. It is not at all

improbable that if the bill had gone forward into committee,

it would have been at the eleventh hour rejected by the

Irish on this department of it, and then all would have been

at an end. Mr. Parnell never concealed this danger ahead.

In the cabinet things went forward with such ups and

downs as are usual when a difficult bill is on the anvil. In

a project of this magnitude, it wai> inevitable that some

minister should occasionally let fall the consecrated formula

that if this or that were done or not done, he must recon-

sider his position. Financial arrangements, and the protec-

tion of the minority, were two of the knottiest points,— the

first from the contention raised on the Irish side, the second

from misgiving in some minds as to the possibility of

satisfying protestant sentiment in *<)ngland and Scotland.

Some kept the colonial type mor-- strongly in view than

others, and the bill no doubt ultimately 'lore that cast.
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plan of total exclusion, save and unless for the purpose of

revising this organic statute.

The next question was neither so hard nor so vital.

Ought the powers of the Irish legislature to be sp<^cifically

enumerated? Or was it better to enumerate the branches

of legislation from which the statutory parliament was to be

shut out ? Should we enact the things that they might do,

or the things that they might not do, leaving them the

whole residue of law-making power outside of these excep-

tions and exclusions? The latter was the plan adopted in

the bill. Disabilities were specified, and everything not so

specified was left within the scope of the Irish authority.

These disabilities comprehended all matters affecting the

crown. All questions of defence and armed force were

shut out ; all foreig^n and colonial relations ; the law of

trade and navigation, of coinage and legal tender. The
new legislature could not meddle with certain charters, nor

with certain contracts, nor could it establish or endow any

particular religion.^

IV

Among his five spurious types of courage, Aristotle names

for one the man who seems to be brave, only because he

does not see his danger. This, at least, was not Mr. Glad-

stone's case. No one knew better than the leader in the

enterprise, how formidable were the difficulties that lay in

his path. The giant mass of secular English prejudice

against Ireland frowned like a mountain chain across the

track. A strong and proud nation had trained itself for

long courses of time in habits of dislike for the history, the

political claims, the religion, the temperament, of a weaker

nation. The violence of the Irish members in the last

parliament, sporadic barbarities in some of the wilder por-

tions of the island, the hideous murders in the Park, had all

deepened and vivified the scowling impressions nursed by

large bodies of Englishmen for many ages past about un-

fortunate Ireland. Then the practical operation of shaping

an Irish constitution, whether on colonial, federal, or any

> See Appendix.
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CHAPTER VI

INTEODUCTION OF THE BILL

(18S6)

MccH have I seen and known ; cities of men
And manners, climates, coancil^, governments.

Myself not least, but bonour'd of them aU. . . .

There lies the port ; the Teasel puSs her sail

;

There gloom the dark broad seas.— Tekntson, Ulys$e$.

It was not within the compass either of human effort or

human endurance even for the most practised and skilful

of orators to unfold the whole plan, both government and

land, in a single speech. Nor was public interest at all

equally divided. Irish land had devoured an immsnse

amount of parliamentary time in late years ; it is one of the

most technical and repulsive of all political subjects ; and to

many of the warmest friends of Irish self-government, any

special consideration for the owners of Irish land was bitterly

unpalatable. Expectation was centred upon the plan for

general government. This was introduced on April 8. Here

is the entry in the little diary : —
The message came to me this morning: 'Hold thou up my

goings in thy path, that my footsteps slip not.' Settled iinally my
figures with Welby and Hamilton ; other points with Spencer and

Morley. Reflected much. Took a short drive. H. of C, 4^^.
Extraordinary scenes outside the House and in. My speech, which

1 have sometimes thought could never end, lasted nearly 3^ hours.

Voice and strength and freedom were granted to me in a degree

beyond what I could have hoped. But many a prayer had gone

up for me, and not I believe in vain.

No such scene had ever been beheld in the House of

Commons. Members came down at break of day to secure

their places ; before noon every seat was marked, and

310
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of t^eZZ,L ^Jm^; ofZt:':^''''''!'''
-^^^ ^-e^

plan, poignant anxiety as to th«^ r\"""'*''*^
"' *° *h«

whether a wizard had at JtM n^
'"^ '^'"^*' ^°«der

for casting out the baltL'^i"^^^^^^^^^ T*^
« «P«"

ages made Ireland our torm«n?„ !?
**>«* had for so many

things brought together sZ """^ dishonour, all thes^

before had'everTdd;eJ/^^^^^
«« °« ™-i«ter

walls. The parliament wln^M^''^ world-renowned

fought a hard battle for "he^rI . I
°' '*' "^'°^™ J«»d

«afe in the haven L haH JT '
"""^ '/""'''^ '^'y -«-«

Those who were moved bv nrof?
-^"^ ^^*^^ *° -»«•

whose object was socia adLCmeTth '"'1"°"' *'«««

only of upright public serviclthrt
'' "^^^ *^°"&»»t

who aspired to office theTen ^^k
^''*^ """' *^« «»«•»

looked for a future 'aUaUke 7 5 ^^J*
^'^'^ ^'^^ ™«" ^^o

dark and troubled wktet tL .
'^''"^^'"^« ^^"f* <>«

weU kept. To.dav th/;.- ^^?f[«*« °f the bill had been
whatZ the greaTprlftrwM^^^^^^^^

"«^« «"* *« ^-n
that Aye or No on'^S L thl V'."'^

^^'^ *^ ^^^
much would hang.

*''^°' *°*^ ^^'^ *he state so

Of the chief comrades or rivals of fho • . ,

genei^tion, the strong adminSto™ tl^
'""'''*"'' °^

Plished debaters, the'^sagTc"^tdeVfX^^^

House in thJ^dL^t^^d^s^^^^^^^^^^^ ^- *^^
occasion his stern and nohl«T. !i

*^'* memorable
obscurity. Various^ were the. T '°-^' ''" '" ^^"
of the Houae, in one auart

'
•'°' '° "*^«'- ^«^^«°«

There, at least w^ no doub T'"'''^
"^^ "°"««d.

pallid and tranqmTsat the jril T. ""^
f'^'^"^' ^here

whose patience.Vergy, and s^rit nf
' "'T ^"'^ ^°«'^^*'

this astounding resuff !nH ? u
*'°°^"»nd, had achieved

to his count ylenthlt;^ ^'""'J^^'
^^i«h he had vowed

On the benchrround iim Z f
""""'^'^ ''^ ^^^^ *« do.

t-ult. Wellitm^M fS^^^^^^^^^^s ^o'^the first time since the union,
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the Irish case was at last to be pressed in all its force and
strength, in every aspect of policy and of conscience, by the
most powerful Englishman then alive.

More striking than the audience was the man ; more
striking than the multitude of eager onlookers from the
shore was the rescuer with deliberate valour facing the
floods ready to wash him down ; the veteran Ulysses, who
after more than half a century of combat, service, toil,

thought it not too late to try a further ' work of noble note.'
In the hands of such a master of the instrument, the theme
might easily have lent itself to one of those displays of
exalted passion which the House had marvelled at in more
than one of Mr. Gladstone's speeches on the Turkish ques-
tion, or heard with religious reverence in his speech on the
Affirmation bill in 1883. What the occasion now required
was that passion should bum low, and reasoned persuasion
hold up the guiding lamp. An elaborate scheme was to be
unfolded, an unfamiliar policy to be explained and vindi-
cated. Of that best kind of eloquence which dispenses with
declamation, this was a fine and sustained example. There
was a deep, rapid, steady, onflowing volume of argument,
exposition, exhortation. Every hard or bitter stroke was
avoided. Now and again a fervid note thrilled the ear and
lifted all hearts. But political oratory is action, not words,— action, character, will, conviction, purpose, personality.
As this eager muster of men underwent the enchantment
of periods exquisite in their balance and modulation, the
compulsion of his flashing glance and animated gesture,
what stirred and commanded them was the recollection •

of national service, the thought of the speaker's master-
ing purpose, his unflagging resolution and strenuous will,

his strength of thew and sinew well tried in long years of
resounding war, his unquenched conviction that the just
cause can never fail. Few are the heroic moments in our
parliamentary politics, but this was one.

u
The first reading of the bill was allowed to pass without

a division. To the second. Lord Hartington moved an
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gave a ^.omentum to his «Zk tw^ ^^°°** *^^ suspicion,
of dialectics. It was noti^ d fw ^^^^

^3^°^^ an/effec
hi% years of parliament^"

1 f^ sLkL T' ^""°^ ^«
tie same power before. The deh^.

"^^^ '^^^^'^'^^ "^e
occupied sixteen nights Thl 1 *"" *''" '^° «*«««»
gravity of the issuefnor of S,T.

' T' ""^^"'^ o{ the
"onB. Only one spe7erIdd ,t°«

°^*^« ««"«« of Com!
thenio oratory. Sevei^rofll u

"""^^ "«<'^* "^ Demos-
of thehigherVo;p':^,i:titr' *'^""^^«' --*««
transient spurts of /re i^ thl 7 ^^^^'"^'on. One or two
green, served to reveS^he intl TT"""" °^ °'»«?o and
closed doors of the ftlte ^ .'^

'"' ^''^ '^^^' *^«
good. The rule against iS't.., ^ ^^""^"^ ^^'"Per was
broken. Swords fCeVroSTrT '^^''^

-"
combat. The tone was rationTf ^® "*"<=' ^^^ of
was plenty of strong!dCand :!^/'^"°'«°*-«ve. There
some learning, a con! de°ahi.

" reasoning
; there was

and eontempfkrrforetf^^^^^^^^^^
^*b with histon"

and reasoning broLe dow^ ttirZ " ^^^. '""^ ^*»«° ^^^
by eloquent prophecy of Ss^te^ n

^^/^"°d»«tly filled

t^e other. Neither px^phtTwLlZf'Z,"'
''^^^^'"^ <>-

be made plausible. ^ ^ ^^ '^^'"onstrable
; both could

4ryt:SesTho1rbtnVt- 7^— to the
great parliamentary age W« . ^^^^ °' *^« "ouse in a
hexameters in which Piit W r^'^^^'S'^^ tbe Virgilian

Po% at the union :-- '**
^'''''^'^ ^^e spirit of his

We hear.
"*" ^^"*^^ '^^^'^ ^ '-l^™ mittanf
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forbade union, the channel forbade separation; that England
in her government of Ireland had gone to hell for her irin-

ciples and to bedlam for her discretion. There was, ubove
all, a grand and copious anthology throughout the debate
from Burke, the greatest of Irishmen and the largest master
of civil wisdom in our tongue.

The appearance of a certain measure of the common form
of all debates was inevitable. No bill is ever brought in of

which its opponents do not say that it either goes too far, or
else it does not go far enough ; no bill of which its defenders
do not say as to some crucial flaw pounced upon and
paraded by the enemy, that after all it is a mere question of

drafting, or can be more appropriately discussed in com-
mittee. There was the usufd evasion of the strong points of

the adversary's case, the usual exaggeration of its weak ones.

That is debating. Perorations ran in a monotonous mould ;

integrity of the empire on one side, a real, happy, and in-

dissoluble reconciliation between English and Irish on the
other.

One side dwelt much on the recall of Lord Fitzwilliam in

1795, and the squalid corruption of the union ; the other, on
the hopeless distraction left by the rebellion of 1798, and
the impotent confusion of the Irish parliament. One
speaker enumerated Mr. Pitt's arguments for the union—
the argument about the regency and about the commercial
treaty, the argument about foreign alliances and confeder-
acies and the army, about free trade and catholic emanci-
pation ; he showed that under all these six heads the new
bill carefully respected and guarded the grounds taken by
the minister of the union. He was bluntly answered by
the exclamation that nobody cared a straw about what Mr.
Pitt said, or what Sir Ralph Abercromby said ; what we had
to deal with were the facts of the case ia the year 1886.

You show your mistrust of the Irish by inserting all these

safeguards in the bill, said the opposition. No, replied

ministers ; the safeguards are to meet no mistrusts of ours,

but those entertained or feigned by other people. You had
no mandate for home rule, said the opposition. Still less,

ministers retorted, had you a mandate for coercion.
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its' cteckt "ndToulltckTu^^^^ Tf" "'^^ "" ^"^r-
vetoes, exceptions, and rerrvation ^'^'"'^ '""''"°"«' i^ J^i.
and every Lk p^atriot wUl « ZL" 'r*!^'"^ *« I™I«nd,

'

must feel it so
"^

As if vlrtTt °f T"^ '" ^" ^osom
no degradation to a frle ^on !

'\^'^'''^'''^ there were
your firm a .d resoruir^t: On?"S^

'""^^ ^^«" °'

interests of L Ja„d and G^eat Bn.«
"^^^ ^^^ *h«

intertwined to permit a doahl T -'f'
""""^ ^^'^ '^^'^7

argued that this^e" interdej^i'd
'^"''**"'^- '^'^« "^J**^

an Irish legislature IfeZt^^"' '^"' j"«* ^''^t ™ade
should act's if tZy^la^ZZllT '""'''^^ '"^^ ^'^^^^

no injury to suffer Lm inTurySLt^ T''''
^'""^ "^ *'»'*

a«ked some, blot out of your mrnd.^. "kT
"" ^° y°"'

and rebellious speech ofS ^ ^^ Burd
"""'^"^'

the rejoinder followed, suppose that til i
"* '*'' ^^^ ^^^^'^

from men's hearts when a Cn / ''°^"*«^' ^'^^t «a™e
Hentiment in their heartewhenTH 't"''^'

'' " ''"^^ *° *»»«

granted? Ministers rret^h^^"'" '''" ^'"^ ^«"
quotations from their d"s^tV "'""""'
<>re by taunts about the drppin

'*

of
^ ^"'""''"^ *^«

amazing man^uvres of the auSf LTTk"' /"' ''«

the two orders was denonnlT ^^® ^«^'«« of

democratic tend..nc"s of thTSe
" "''°"-*«"* -th the

ment forsooth from you, wi the r17 'T"'''''
"^-

stoutdefendersof theHouI^f roJ^\^^° *™ ''^^^'^

advocates for some of the mulHf
"' .'* ^ °' «^ «*«"*

l^ereditary peers witt fl? ffi^rafoTrh
'^^ '"^^^"^

alien to the democratir t«n-i. • , ^ *^®™ equally

any other. So^^th strl T '' °^ '^^' '^' "^
ball kept flying

'*'"''" ""*^ counter-stroke, was the

unl^^rw^rtrtiltf^^^^ 00^1 analogies; of the

Denmark and IclC hot T'^'
^"'"'"^ ^"^ S^«den,

North America wlosfc'thelJo "? ''^^^^^"^« "°^- »«
latures ended 1^^^!

"''"
'
^''^ **^« »°ion of le^is-

Aii this c:rri^d^:f:crrn ^^m":^t ^^^^^ '™
.•»ent like to think with prettvW ki v""'" ' °^ P"""*'
't n.ay make for narrownelf tlfi

''' °"' ""'^ ^^''^^^
ariowness, this is consistent with much
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practical wisdom. Historical parallels in the actoal politics
of the day are usually rather decorative than substantial.

If people disbelieve premisses, nothing can be easier than
to ridicule conclusions ; and what happened now was that
critics argued against this or that contrivance in the
machinery, because they insisted that no machinery was
needed at all, and that no contrivance could ever be made
to work, because the Irish mechanicians would infallibly

devote all their infatuated energy and perverse skill, not
to work it, but to break it in pieces. The Irish, in Mr.
Gladstone's ironical paraphrase of these singular opinions,
had a double dose of original sin ; they belonged wholly to
the kingdoms of darkness, and therefore the rules of thai,

probability which wise men have made the guide of life can
have no bearing in any case of theirs. A more serious way
of stating the fundamental objection with which Mr. Glad-
stone had to deal was this. Popular government is at the
boat difficult to work. It is supremely difficult to work in

a statutory scheme with limits, reservations, and restrictions
lurking round every comer. Finally, owing to history and
circumstance, no people in all the world is less fitted to try
a supremely difficult experiment in government than tlie

people who live in Ireland. Your superstructure, they said,

is enormously heavy, yet you are going to raise it on founda-
tions that are a quaking bog of incapacity and discontent.
This may have been a good answer to the policy of the bill.

But to criticise its provisions from such a point of view was
as inevitably unfruitful as it would be to set a hardened
agnostic to revise the Thirty-nine articles or the mystic
theses of the Athanasian creed.

On the first reading, Mr. Chamberlain astounded allies

and opponents alike by suddenly revealing his view, that
the true solution of the question was to be sought in some
form of federation. It was upon the line of federation, and
not upon the pattern of the self-governing colonies, that we
should find a way out of the difficulty. ^ Men could hardly
trust their ears. On the second reading, he startled us once
more by declaring that he was perfectly prepared, the very

> Sans. 304, pp. l'jtH-6.

h .
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fnTpini "eS«Tot?ubl'tSl!r*"^- *''" --^ry chap
leg«.lature« and the domimonS ^'Tl '^' P'-°^'"«i'^ J^
to the first propo«»I, anyMv co^S''""'"l

°^ Canada.. Aa
'

a vastly ,„ore revolutioTarTi^^a^JlT, ^'^ '^deration waa
certain legislative powers toT^r*^?" *^« ^^'^^tion of
before federating aVlrish leglwr^''^^^"*' ^"^^^^^^
;t. As to the second propo^ anvS ^°" ,"?"'* ^"^ "««»«
for a quarter of an hoSr toS Do^f^'""i'^ "^ ^^ '^"^^^S
•n some of the particulars deetd bTrct' 1 !'''' *'*^
speciaUy important, a provincial) • f ^^"""berlain to be
«y»tem had more uLtferedtweS ''^ '" *^« ^•"'«d»«n
would have under the b 11 K^'TT '^' ^"^^ ^«««'«ture
iBto the possibility of satisfvii^^J' \« "'^^^^^ *^at inquiry
be carried on by i comS °fr coV ' '^"^^'^ '^^^^
aU sections of the House." In f

'?'"''''"" '«P«'««oting
fashioned as this, Mr. Gladsto„«T ^ ^'^J*''** «° strangely
j-t as the subfect heirttlid^u^tH'^^^^ ^'^'^^^^'^
never before had been seen suoh •

*^« Public mind-for
^ the House and out ofTh" House^^o°

'""" •^«'^«-

There were races like the HottentoL"";
'"* *"** "»*^°°«-

"•capable of self-government h« ?/''''' *^' "•°'*°°«'
dence in people who hrd acquired tr.""?-

^°' ^"^^ '^'^'

'^^ Blugs. His policy wrrtM.r^'* °^ ""°^ ^'»^^««

thegovernmentof En/Jd totolr tT°* '^°"^^ «°»ble
«cipe honestly, consistently snTrZ r^'' '^^^^^ '^^^

J^dat the end of thatS 1°^ ^n T/be fit to accept any gifts Tn IT .Y *''** '^«^*°d «^m
repeal of coercion faws that

* !
""'^ ^*^ government or

the same genial vei^ Lor/ « r7 "'"'^ *° ^'^« ^er.' » i„
ellow-citizens-ore

of ^he two "'^ *°^' ^^ «°«entot
^'^"'ous quotation!!that ^*:r""'^'«'^«-^-of Mr. Pitt's
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BOOK treMure were going to be expended on Ireland, instead of

V
'

1 buying out landlords, it would be far more usefully em-

10M. ployed in providing for the emigration of a million Irishmen.

Explanations followed this inconvenient candour, but ex-

planations are apt to be clumsy, and the p'^ngency of the

indiscretion kept it long alive. A humdrum 8i)eaker, who
was able to contribute nothing better to the animation ot

debate, could always by insinuating a reference to Hottentots,

knives and slugs, the deportation of a n<-Uion Irishmen, and
twenty years of continuous coercion, make sure of a roar

of angry protest from his opponents, followed by a lusty

counter-voUey from his friends.

The reception of the bill by the organs of Irish opinion

was etsy to foretell. The nationalists accepted it in sober

and rational language, subject to amendments on the head

of finance and the constabulary clauses. The tories said it

was a bill for setting up an Irish republic. It is another

selfish English plan, said the moderates. Some Irishmen

who had played with home rule while it was a phrase, drew
back when they saw it in a bill. Others, while holding to

home rule, objected to being reduced to the status of

colonists. The body of home rulers who were protestant was
small, and even against them it was retorted that for every

protestant nationalist there were ten catholic unionists.

The Fenian organs across the Atlantic, while quarrelling

with such provisions as the two orders, 'one of which

would be Irish and the other English,' did justice to the

bravery of the attempt, and to the new moral forces which

it would call out. The florid violence which the Fenians

abandoned w ^ now with proper variations adopted by

Orangemen in the north. The General Assembly of the

Presbyterian church in Ireland passed strong resolutions

against a parliament, in favour of a peasant proprietary, in

favour of loyalty, and of coercion. A few days later the

general synod of the protestant episcopal church loUowed

suit, and denounced a parliament. The Orange print in

Belfast drew up a Solemn League and Covenant for Ulster.
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to iflrnore and re«i«t an Iriih n-.j 1

prints in Dublin deL^d rr/""'''"'"'"'' ^'"'""'-^
-l«-h English design to^t", 'fTT'l "^"-' '^he
Westminster, and reduce ^to th!

"*** ""'^"'=« ''•°"'

dependency. •! "* *° *'»« position of « tributary

'^^J^^^P^^^^^^ *^« acceptance of the
the b.U was produced, Mr. Parnoh t« '

'''« «^«'»«^ when
H- to the reservation of the cnn T', '""'"'" complaints
«« to the power of the fi«t olr ? I

°^ '^'" «°n«tabulary,
to finance. He explic^'.^tLbHc!"' * '"'^'^'^' ^^ -
•nent from the first thai when tt^

''"''!'^ *^« ^°-«^«-
reached he would claim a lal l^r""" "'^ «*«»« ^««
named for the imperial contribulon %?' "" '''' ''^''*'""
dissembling as to this. In Jy^T^- ''"' ^"« »«^«r «ny
held that the fair proportion o % •7'*'°''' ^' ^^'^ *^^«y«
penal charges was not ^a fi teenth bt ^°"*"''"*-n to im.
o^d no more in the HoL than J k / *^'""«*^' ««d he
the Irish secretary's rZ. ^the': ':o Cl'T'''

^'^^ ^
he also declared in the House thLr k .

*** "'S^*'^ ^^at
that due representation shoSd t' ^^ "^^*^« ^"""^^^J
that he should welcome anvl^ ^/*° *° *^" minority;
«dered legislation, but that ^eo^' • ^"^^"""^ "^--
veto of the first o;der would IT* ° '" *^« ^'"^ ^^^ the
-d delay. Subject"; rc^ffici«ll^:,^^^^^^^

obstruction
accepted the bill. . T -m .. ., ,

*^^'^ *^'«« l^eads, he
'that if our views JtZwZ'r^' '' ^'' '^ -°<^^"din?
defects to which I have tieZ n Tf'^"'^ '«^"d'"g the
cheerfully accepted byThe iriJ^

*""'^«'^'- ^^e bill wiU be
-ntatives, a. a^solutioVof tj lonrsT %'"'> *'«'^ -P^-
the two countries.' »

^ong-standing dispute between

S«%rl8S^- ^--'^'-rSS 12; '̂^^ ^' P- "34. Also 305, p.

«T. 77.
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bill or leave it.* Some began to object to the absence ol

certain provisions, such as the immediate control of th(

constabulary, and the right over duties of customs. Mr
Parnell rose from the table, and clenched the discussion b)

informing them that if they declined the bill, the govern'

ment would go. They at once agreed Uo accept it pn
tanto, reserving for committee the right of enforcing and,

if necessary, reconsidering their position with regard tc

these important questions.' This is neither more nor lest

than the form in which Mr. Parnell made his declaration in

parliament. There was complete consistency between the

terms of this declaration, and the terms of acceptance

agreed to by his colleagues, as disclosed in the black days

of December four years later. The charge of bad faith and

hypocrisy so freely made against the Irishmen is wholly

unwarranted by a single word in these proceeding^. If the

whole transaction had been known to the House of Com-
mons, it could not have impaired by one jot or tittle the

value set by the supporters of the bill on the assurances of

the Irishmen that, in principle and subject to modification

on points named, they accepted the bill as a settlement of

the question, and would use their best endeavours to make
it work.*

iWhen the bill wu praotioally

MtUed, he Mked if he might have
a draft of the main provisioiu, for
oommunioation to half a dozen of hia
confidential oolleagoes. After some
demur, the Irish aecretary con-
sented, warning liim of the damaging
consequences of any premature divul-
gation. The draft was duly returned,
and not a word leaked out. Some
time afterwards Mr. Parnell replied
the incident to me. 'Three of Uie
men to whom I showed the dnft

were newspaper men, and they wen
poor men, and any newspaper would
hare given them a thousand poundi
for it. No very wonderful virtue,

you nu^ say. But bow many of

your House of Commons would
believe it ?

'

*For this point, see the 7\'m<»

report of the famous proceedings in

Committee-room Fifteen, collected in

the volume entitled The ParnellUt
S^IU (1891).
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^- of that nobirJTr.:! ?C°h T*''^"*' • • • th.t IS

Bu«« (1786).
"^ «""°«*; no, not an lnch.__

miTp^Z 'Vt^B^rt'o^"*"'
'"^''^ '^^ hot with CHAP

generation had not sLnTnythZ'l"
''''^'"'* *»"»* <>"' m'

-en of letters and, as r^Srht^^^^^^^
»*• Distinguished^some distinction either by denonnT 1' ""° ^^^^ h»<* won ^'•''•

or by insisting on a deceLtrallTH^J«8^"^««ve union,
national aspirations, now rho^e;JSf'

"'^

were taken at their word JuHtlil,
*"«^''" ^"^"^ they

tin.e who settled cont^;e± ai.'
/"^'^'^ ^*'^°^«" <>f oW

Puting to rival grammarian^^^^^^^^^ "°""P* *«*» by im-
could find no other e^arn ";"'"''' ^ '''^ "^*«"
not their own about Irish 2^11"/° °P'"'°° *h»t was
tude and personal degiadatlon n ^ '?^P' "'"'^l turpi-
compared Mr. Gladstone to a des^"' r'"^' °^ "'»»°^y
«hiP. or a gambler douWing LdS' ^^^^ '^"'"^^ I»i«

?oes against him. Such str^nl ^
^°^ ^" "*^^« ^ J«ck

«»ehphari«.icpretensirin ,Zd'wr^ " *'*'" °**"^»'
"'mains a riddle. Political 7ffl"^ """ ""^ '^ f»»en,
«oc«il proscription, mt^o r"!^''

''''' '"™'*^ ^°*«
Po% were speciaUy furio^ ^^1 Z^ """l

'^''^' '""^ "«w
Y^es purified their lists of^h« ^ ""^'^ "'"^**- ^^^^^t

^f
iable magnates excluded f^^^ ThT h"'

°^' '°«™»^-
their country houses once famTar f

/"'"''**h'«« »"d
""to the guilty heresy,°rd e?en K T "'^'^ ^"'^ ^^"^"

vou „._, ^'
""'^^J^"

harmless portraits of the
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heresiarch were sternly removed from the walls. At son
of the political clubs it rained blackballs. It was a painfi

demonstration how thin after all is our social veneer, eve
when most highly polished.

When a royal birthday was drawing near, the prin
minister wrote to Lord Granville, his lufailing counsellor i

every difficulty political and social : *I am becoming serious!

perplexed about my birthday dinner. Hardly any peers <

the higher ranks will be available, and not many of the lowe
Will the seceding colleagues come if they are asked ? (Argy 1

to whom I applied privately on the score of old friendshij

has already refused me. ) I am for asking them ; but I expec

refusal. Lastly, it has become customary for the Princ
of Wales to dine with me on that day, and he brings hi

eldest son now that the young Prince is of age. But hi

position would be very awkward, if he comes and witnesse

a great nakedness of the land. What do you say to all this

If you cannot help me, who can?' Most of the secedinj

colleagues accepted, and the dinner came off well enougb
though as the host wrote to a friend beforehand, ' If Harting
ton were to get up and move a vote of want of confident

after dinner, he would almost carry it.' The Prince wa
unable to be present, and so the great nakedness was by hiu

unseen, but Prince Albert Victor, who was there instead, it

described by Mr. Gladstone as 'most kind.'

The conversion of Peel to free trade forty years before had

led to the same species of explosion, though Peel had the

court strongly with him. Both then and now it was the

case of a feud within the bosom of a party, and such feuds

like civil wars have ever been the fiercest. In each case

there was a sense of betrayal— at least as unreasonable in

1886 as it was in 1840. The provinces somehow took

things more rationally than the metropolis. Those who were

stunned by the fierce moans of London over the assured de-

cline in national honour and credit, the imminence of civil

war, and the ultimate destruction of British power, found

their acquaintances in the country excited and interested,

but still clothed and in their right minds. The gravity of the

question was fully understood, but in taking sides ordinary
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BOOK dubitation shook the strength inherent in snoh machinery,

^^V, in a community where the principle of government by party

^"^^ has solidly established itself. This was almost the single

consolidating and steadying element in that hour of disper-

sion. A serious move in the opposite direction had taken

place three weeks earlier. A great meeting was held at the

Opera House, in the Haymarket, presided over by the accom-

plished whig nobleman who had the misfortune to be Irish

viceroy in the two dismal years from 1880, and it was

attended both by Lord Salisbury on one side and Lord

Hartington on the other. This was the first broad public

mark of liberal secession, and Oi that practical fusion between

whig and tory which the new Irish policy had actually pre-

cipitated, but to which all the signs in the political heavens

had been for three or four years unmistakably pointing.

The strength of the friends of the bill was twofold : first,

it lay in the dislike of coercion as the only visible alternative

;

and second, it lay in the hope of at last touching the firm

ground of a final settlement with Ireland. Their weakness

was also twofold : first, misgivings about the exclusion of the

Irish members; and second, repugnance to the scheme for

land purchase. There were not a few, indeed, who pro-

nounced the exclusion of Irish members to be the most

sensible part of the plan. Mr. Gladstone retained his im-

partiality, but knew that if we proposed to keep the Irishmen,

we should be run in upon quite as fiercely from the other

side. Mr. Parnell stood to his original position. Any

regular and compulsory attendance at Westminster, he said,

would be highly objectionable to his friends. Further, the

right of Irish members to take part in purely English as

well as imperial business would be seized upon by English

politicians, whenever it should answer their purpose, as a

pretext for interfering in Irish affairs. In short, he fore-

saw, as all did, the difiiculties that would inevitably arise

from retention. But the tide ran more and more strongly

the other way. Scotland grew rather restive at a proposal

which, as she apprehended, would make a precedent for

herself when her turn for extension of local powers should

come, and Scotchmen had no intention of being shut out
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on at an unprecedented rate. Of these arts, the saperriain

angels will hardly record that any section had a monopolj

The legerdemain that makes words pass for things, an

liquefies things into words, achieved many flashes of suocesi

But they were only momentary, and the solid obstacle

remained. The foundations of human character are muc

the same in all historic ages, and every public crisis bring

out the same types.

Much depended on Mr. Bright, the great citizen and nob!

orator, who had in the last five-and-forty years fought an

helped to win more than one battle for wise and just goveri

ment ; whose constancy had confronted storms of publi

obloquy without yielding an inch of his ground ; whose ey

for the highest questions of state had proved itself singular!

sure ; and whose simplicity, love of right, and unsophisti

cated purity of public and private conduct, commanded th

trust and the reverence of nearly all the better part of Li

countrymen. To Mr. Bright the eyes of many thousand

were turned in these weeks of anxiety and doubt. He ha<

in public kept silence, though in private he made littl

secret of his disapproval of the new policy. Before the bil

was produced he had a prolonged conversation (March 20

with Mr. Gladstone at Downing Street. * Long and weighty

are the words in the diary. The minister sketched hi

general desig^n. Mr. Bright stated his objections much ii

the form in which, as we shall see, he stated them later.

the exclusion of the Irish members he approved. The Lam

bill he thought quite wrong, for why should so enormous ai

effort be made for one interest only ? He expressed hi

sympathy with Mr. Gladstone in his great difficulties, couk

not but admire his ardour, and came away with the expecta

tion that the obstacles would be found invincible, and thai

the minister would retire and leave others to approach th(

task on other lines. Other important persons, it may tx

observed, derived at this time a similar impression from

Mr. Gladstone's language to them : that he might discen

the impossibility of his policy, that he would admit it, and

would then hand the responsibility over to Lord Hartington,

or whoever else might be willing to face it.
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party, looking at their conduct since your government waa formed

six years ago, disables me from taking an impartial view of this

great question. If I could believe ther loyal, if they were

honourable and truthful men, I could yield them much; but I

suspect that yov.r policy of surrender to them will only place more
power in their hands, to war with greater effect against the unity

of the three kingdoms with no increase of good to the Irish

people.

How then can I be of service to you or to the real interests of

Ireland if I come up to town ? I cannot venture to advise you,

80 superior to me in party tactics and in experienced statesman-

ship, and I am not so much in accord with Mr. Chamberlain as to

make it likely that I can say anything that will affect his course.

One thing I may remark, that it appears to me that measures of

the gravity of those now before parliament cannot and ought not

to be thrust through the House by force of a small majority.

The various reform bills, the Irish church bill, the two great land

bills, were passed by very large majorities. In the present case,

not only the whole tory party oppose, but a very important sec-

tion of the liberal party; and although numerous meetings of

clubs and associations have passed resolutions of confidence iu

you, yet generally they have accepted your Irish government

bill as a 'basis' only, and have admitted the need of important

changes in the bill—changes which in reality would destroy the

bill. Under these circumstances it seems to me that more time

should be g^ven for the consideration of the Irish question.

Parliament is not ready for it, and the intelligence of the country

is not ready for it. If it be possible, I should wish that no divi-

sion should be taken upon the bill. If the second reading should

be carried only by a small majority, it would not forward the bill

;

but it woiil;! strengthen the rebel party in their future agitation,

and make it more difficult for another session or another parliar

ment to deal with the question with some sense of independence

of that party. In any case of a division, it is I suppose certain

that a considerable majority of British members will oppose the

bill. Thus, whilst it will have the support of the rebel members,

it will be opposed by a majority from Great Britain and by a most

hostile vote from all that is loyal iu Ireland. The result will
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The centre of interest lay in the course that might be

finally taken by those who declared that they accepted the

principle of the bill, but demurred upon detail. It was

upon the group led from Birmingham that the issue hung.

There are two principles in the bill,' said Mr. Chamberlain

at this time, 'which I regard as vital. The first is the

principle of autonomy, to which I am able to give a hearty

assent. The second is involved in the method of giving

effect to this autonomy. In the bill the government have

proceeded on the lines of separation or of colonial independ-

ence, whereas, in my humble judgment, they should have

adopted the principle of federation as the only one in accord-

ance with democratic aspirations and experience.' ^ He was

even so strong for autonomy, that he was ready to face all

the immense difficulties of federation, whether on the

Canadian or some other pattern, rather than lose autonomy.

Yet he was ready to slay the bill that made autonomy

possible. To kill the bill was to kill autonomy. To say that

they would go to the country on the plan, and not on the

principle, was idle. If the election were to go against the

government, that would destroy not only the plan which they

disliked, but the principle of which they declared that they

warmly approved. The new government that would in that

case come into existence, would certainly have nothing to

say either to plan or principle.

Two things, said Mr. Chamberlain on the ninth night of

the debate, had become clear during the controversy. One

was that the British democracy had a passionate devotion to

the prime minister. The other was the display of a senti-

ment out of doors, 'the universality and completeness

of which, I dare say, has taken many of us by surprise, in

favour of some form of home rule to Ireland, which will

give to the Irish people some greater control over their own

affairs.'' It did not need so acute a strategist as Mr.

Chamberlain to perceive that the only hope of rallying any

1 Letter to Mr. T. H. Bolton, M.P.

* Hans. 306, p. 698.

Times, May 8, 1886.
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POUTICAL ATMOtPHBBB

BOOK
IX.

18M.

m
At the beginning of May the unionist computation wm

that 119 on the ministerial side of the House had, with

or without qualification, promised to vote against the second

reading. Of these, 70 had publicly committed themselves,

and 28 more were supposed to be absolutely certain. If the

whole House voted, this estimate of 93 would give a

majority of 17 against the bill.^ The leader of the radical

wing, however, reckoned that 55 out of the 119 would vote

with him for the second reading, if he pronounced the

ministerial amendments of the bill satisfactory. The

amendments demanded were the retention of the Irish

members, a definite declaration of the supremacy of the

imperial parliament, a separate assembly for Ulster, and the

abolition of the restrictive devices for the representation of

minorities. Less than all this might have been taken in

committee, provided that the government would expressly

say before the second reading, that they would retain the

Irish representation on its existing footing. The repeated

offer by ministers to regard this as an open question was

derided, because it was contended that if the bill were once

safe through its second reading, Mr. Bright and the whigs

would probably vote with ministers against Irish inclusion.

Even if this ultimatum had been accepted, there would

still have remained the difficulty of the Land bill, of which

Mr. Chamberlain had announced that he would move the

rejection. In the face of ever-growing embarrassments

and importunities, recourse was had to the usual device

of a meeting of the party at the foreign office (May 27).

The circular calling the meeting was addressed to those

liberals who, while retaining full freedom on all particulars

in the bill, were 'in favour of the establishment of a

legfislative body in Dublin for the management of affairs

specifically and exclusively Irish.' This was henceforth to

be the test of party membership. A man who was for an

Irish legislative body was expected to come to the party

meeting, and a man who was against it was expected to stay

1 In the end exactly 93 liberals did vote against the bill.
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iKr. 77.
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that I can recall during all these severe weeks— his patience

broke. The recovery was as rapid as the flash, for he knew
the duty of the lieutenant of the watch to report the signs

of rock or shoal. He was quite as conscious of all that was
urged in Mr. Parnell's letter as was its writer, but perception

of risks on one side did not overcome risks on the other.

The same evening they met for a second time :—
May 27. — ... Mr. Gladstone and Pamell had a conversa-

tion in my room. Pamell courteous enough, but depressed and

gloomy. Mr. Gladstone worn and fagged. . . . When he was

gone, Pamell repeated moodily that he might not be able to vote

for the second reading, if it were understood that after the second

reading the bill was to be withdrawn. ' Very well,' said I, ' that

will of course destroy the govemment and the policy ; but be that

as it may, the cabinet, I am positive, won't change their line.'

The proceedings at the foreign office brought to the

supporters of government a lively sense of relief. In the

course of the evening a score of the waverers were found

to have been satisfied, and were struck off the dissentient

listn. But the relief did not last for many hours. The
oppvisition instantly challenged ministers (May 28) to say

plainly which of the two courses they intended to adopt.

Though short, this was the most vivacious debate of all.

Was the bill to be withdrawn, or was it to be postponed ?

If it was to be witlidrawn, then, argued the tory leader

(Sir M. H. Beach) in angry tones, the vote on the second

reading would be a farce. If it was to be postponed, wliat

was that but to paralyse the forces of law and order in

Ireland in the meantime? Such things were trifling with

parliament, trifling with a vital constitutional question, and

trifling with the social order which the government professed

to be so anxious to restore. A bill read a second time on

such terms as these would be neither more nor less tlian

a Continuance-in-OfBce bill.

This biting sally raised the temper of the House on both

sides, and Mr. Gladstone met it with that dignity which did

not often fail to quell even the harshest of his adversaries.

'You pronounce that obviously the motive of the govern-
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great issue before hrm\nTttrr/" -^'^ *hl ^n.""
a mean and degraded oX t ItTh" '° '"' '^'"^ «^ «"«'«

'

upon, not by motives of ho' our ^ ^
"*" ""^^ '^ *«ted

those of selfishness and v^Zll ,
^"'^' ^"* ''"P^^ »>y

condescend to discuss that^n7::\i^^^^^^^^^^ f^
' do no^

our shield, being such a dart II tC' • ^.^! ^^"^ •''"^^ »*
ictu/i

* "*" ** that, 18 telum imhelh tine

The speaker then got on to th« »,
the ground. He proceeded to crtt^^^^^^^

^^^^^-^ P-t of
leader of the opposition that

" ' '^
? *'^*'''^*"°« "^ the

remodel the bil!!' 'ThLtipHS ' he^' T'"^'^"
^

to the structure of the bill f ' ^ ^••^' '«« «PPlied
Randolph interjected that th« 1 ^T '°^«°tion.' Lord
modelled,' . ^econstiu Ld^ .^s thT' T^ '^^
to say,' asked the minister, 'that itl ?^'' ^"''^ ^*™
«;e bill ? •

. Yes,' said the noblet d VT " '"^^^^ °^"

the minister, with a vehemenL H '. uT' "'^^••'' «"«d
doubting followers; 'it mT used

1"^'°^ '^« ^«*'*« "^
ticular clause, and one Jrlr ""'"^ '^'^''' *° ^"« Par-
Bo much of i as touchertr :^ ^°'"'i°'

*^' ''"' °«'°«')^

sentatives of Ireland totH«''° ""^ *^" '"P'^"
the exciting epiriet^oter t^"'"'

P»'-«a'nent.' BeL
the bill wei re^aTcond ti^r- *'^ *'''"'*''^ *^«' ^'

prorogation and re-inT^e ^^Tf'™ ^"^^ *^^«« «
The effect of this counle^ h ' ^'" ^^"» amendments,
that the govern^: td ie^uH^^ "'^"T^

^''« "--
easier and safer to go to JlfL ^ '"'"^^ *''*<^ '* ^a«
«tood, than to agree to ch!n T^ ^'*^ *^« P'"" «« it

in new embarrLCent, anTdi ^^"°u''
"''*"^'^ *'^«'"

theirownhandiwork In^^n-"*'' *^^''" «««fidence in

their toil had ^en frSrr^"*"*°" P^^««^-'» ^'^''^

precise situation that he hid ^ f^^-
"•'" "^'^ '^"^^ *''«

Irish bill and liberal unity
"''' '" ''^^P**'* ""^^^ "^ the

-eneewasi.uedtorj::t;?r;;^;--::
' Uant. aoe, p. 822.
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of some sort of autonomy for Ireland, disapproved of the

government bills in their present shape.' The form of the

invitation is remarkable in view of its ultimate effect on

Irish autonomy. The meeting was held on May 81, in the

same committee room upstairs that four years later became

associated with the most cruel of all phases of the Irish

controversy. Mr. Chamberlain presided, and some fifty-five

gentlemen attended. Not all of them had hitherto been

understood to be in favour either of some sort, or of any sort,

of autonomy for Ireland. The question was whether they

should content themselves with abstention from the division,

or should go into the lobby against the government. If they

abstained, the bill would pass, and an extension of \e party

schism would be averted. The point was carhdd, as all

great parliamentary issues are, by considerations apart from

the nice and exact balance of argument on the merits. In

anxious and distracting moments like this, when so many

arguments tell in one way and so many tell in another, a

casting vote often belongs to the moral weight of some

particular person. The chairman opened in a neutral

sense. It seems to have been mainly the moral weight of

Mr. Bright that sent down the scale. He was not present,

but he sent a letter. He hoped that every man would use

his own mind, but for his part he must vote against the bill.

This letter was afterwards described as the death-warrant of

the bill and of the administration. The course of the men

who had been summoned because they were favourable to

some sort of home rule was decided by the illustrious

statesman who opposed every sort of home rule. Their

boat was driven straight upon the rocks of coercion by

the influence of the great orator who had never in all his

career been more eloquent than when he was denouuciug

the mischief and futility of Irish coercion, and protesting

that force is no remedy.

One of the best speakers in the House, though not at that

time in the cabinet, was making an admirably warm and

convinced defence alike of the policy and the bill while

these proceedings were going on. But Mr. Fowler was

listened to by men of pre-occupied minds. All knew what
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momentoug business was on fnnf •

parliamentary precincts. ManvTn Z "°°! ^'^ °* *^« chap.
that abstention would carr/thTd°

*^
oTh T" '°°^*^«"<^ -^meeting had been summoned for Z* u

"""^^ '^»* t^« ^7^
made sure that the convenL 1 u'".

P"^' *°^ '^^V
quiet inside the Hor^riZl'^^^ *^«- -«y- ^he
at last the news of the det^r^Z*"'^

'^°**"*^- ^
against the bill i^n alone th« rT'""! "P''**''-« *° vote
«at down, men knew that tit„t°f" ,^i°''

*^« ^^^^^^^^

was estimated by the Wdl "^T^"*! ^^^ was lost. It
that if theyabstaVed th" bill J^;'''^"^^^^^ ^«>«P*
of five. Such a bill ^a^rL bylul^Ta'^* "^^^^"'^

course not have proceeded much further
'"^^"'^^^"W of

autonomy would have been saved InH f
^"°"P'' ^^

been secured for deliberation TZ "^ "^""^^ have
once Mr. Gladstone obrrrdfhT/ "7^^^°- ^^^^ ^^-n
the beginning of theS to tl^ 'I"'"""

'^'^^^ f™""

incomprehensible or moHsaltrot. "" "*'^' '""^

IV
The division was taken a liHl« o#*

corning of the 8th of JuL Thfl"- Tf °?'°'''^ "'^ *»»«

of the most masterly speeches ft / '"^"^ "'^'^^ °'^«

WhetheragreeingwUhordS^ ^* '^"' ^"" f^'*'" Wm.
prejudiced^listenfrtlt that Z^ ''''" *'« P«««^' «very un-
of a party debater, deaV'^'^l':^"^^^^^^^ f "^"^ ^-^-«o
or artificial arguments. hf,fTK .

"" **''*™''* o*" verbal

with his eye ZTyZallTtkTTr °' ' «*^*—
the nation for who^e gove^Cent !>,

"^ circumstances of

-sponsible. As he de!rwTuLt"w'S^ 7"'" "^'^ ^"^
supremacy of parliament, with the wT '"""' ""'^^ *^«

settlement of education in„ T k? ™'°''"*^' ^'"» t^e
steadily, deliberaJ^'^t" ^a/"?? ^^^f

tare, -soberly,
"»to the facts of a counTrv Ih k

'
^*'°'^**'' ^««P i««ight

who belongs to it and haT'n !,\''
°°^^ P^^^^le to a man

Mr. Parnefl's s^ ecE wt/to mlt
'" "'^ '" ^*' *^« ^^-^ of

either side look li«le better Th
'"^''^ *^^' ^'«P"*«°t« O'^

The d«hof.
"^ ^^'^'^ amateurs.

T.U „,_
' *• "'"'™ '"'% ''g'Kled through.
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out the session as having led his party with remarkable skill

and judgment. Like the Irish leader, he seemed to be

inspired by the occasion to a performance beyond his usual

range, and he delivered the final charge with strong effect.

The bill, he said, was the concoction of the prime minister

and the Irish secretary, and the cabinet had no voice in i
-

matter. The government had delayed the progress of the

bill for a whole long and weary month, in order to give

party wirepullers plenty of time in which to frighten

waverers. To treat a vote on the second reading as a mere

vote on a principle, without reference to the possibility of

applying it, was a miachievous farce. Could anybody dream

that if liu supported the second reading now, he would not

compromise his action in the autumn, ana would n-yt be

appealed to as having made a virtual promise to Ireland, of

which it would be impossible to disappoint her? As for the

bill itself, whatever lawyers might say of the theoretic

maintenance of supremacy, in practice it would have gone.

All this side of the case was put by the speaker with the

straight and vigorous thrust that always works with strong

effect in this great arena of contest.

Then came the unflagging veteran with the last of his five

speeches. He was almost as white as the flower in his coat,

but the splendid compass, the flexibility, the moving charm

and power of his voice, were never more wonderful. The

construction of the speech was a masterpiece, the temper of

it unbroken, its freedom from taunt and bitterness and small

personality incomparable. Even if Mr. Gladstone had been

in the prime of his days, instead of a man of seventy-six years

all struck ; even if he had been at his ease for the last four

months, instead of labouring with indomitable toil at the two

bills, bearing all the multifarious burdens of the head of a

government, and all the weight of the business of the leader of

the House, undergoing all the hourly strain and contention

of a political situation of unprecedented difficulty,— much

of the contention being of that peculiarly trying and painful

sort which means the parting of colleagues and friends,—

his closing speech would still have been a surprising effort

of free, argumentative, and fervid appeal. With the fervid
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for him. .1 do not wonde^:
f/^lut.on h.^ „o terror

solution can have any terrors for hij h^. ""I
^°^ " ^'«-

ve»el, and he has touched hirrnZ *' *"'"™^'^ ^'^
way, that in whichever direction th- '^

'"'^ * '"'^«*«-ly

blow they „,ust fill his sails sln'"'^.' "^ ^''^^^^ ™*^
public opinion should Tverv str^n"""^

)''"* "' *" «^««"«n

-y right hon. friend wo^Cvf '" ^T °' *»•« ^'"'
meet that public opinion, andtH U ""/ f? ^^^"^^ *«
hat I adopted the principle of he bil "T^^''^"^^^hand, ,f public opinion were verv L ^" *^" ''^^^^

again is in complete armour L^ ^'""^ *° *^« ^^^ he
against the bilh » Sup^" n.T" ^'

l^^^
" ^««' ' voted

favourofavery We Efo^;;^*'°'
Public opinion is i„

i« perfectly pro'videf f^tht ::i^lr ?f '^-^ ^^^^^
plan was not large enough fnr i- ?*, ^® government
speech on the intLuc'cS^f

^^TillT^^^^^^ "T"" ''^ ^"
measure on the basis of fedLf u f "^^ '^°°^^ ^ave a
bill. Lastly-and now 1 hav«

"' ""^''^ ^^« ^^""^ th«
pass-supiisin^ that nn.

""^"^ "'"^^ ^^^^^ the com-
different C^d instead 'f

'''""^" ^'^"'^ ^^'^^ ^"^*« «
for Ireland, should Snd v rv?I?f

'"^ '^^^« «»'—
8tm the resources of my rieht ion7 7*'"''' '°' '''^'°'*'

because he is then ahht^Z^r.^ JlT^ ^'' "°* exhausted,
was for four provincTal c^'"*

/"* '^''' '^' ^^* °f his plans

AllthesealtemaZsL 1 .'""*''°"''* ^™™ London.'
of the vivid in,ag~ bCTt^r? ""'^J

'^^^^"-«
with the hour, totally un^vanlhir f 1 °"' ^""^ P«"«hi°g
and difficult problem'" ^°' *^« "^'^^^^^ of a great
Now, said the orator, was one of th. i^

our history, one of those onportunfti!^ f .'" """^"^^ °f
•nay go, but which rarelvrE A^^''^ "^^ ''^^^ «»d
;ong intervals, and under c^r^T ^'^^V'*"^"'

^^^"''^ *^

forecast. There was su^h
"''"^«**"««« ^hich no man can

Mission of Lord FUz "itm^'lrthT"* '" "'^' °" ^^^
ment of Grattan wasTn tT" ^ '"^™'"* *h« P^^ia-
Wem. The cup Cat I J. TV'^ '^'^'"^ ^^« ^"«h Pro-^ il. when'thThal ;?EJ, '^^ "if

^'^ ^^^« ^^^^ ^Hand of England rudely and ruthlessly

-St. 77.
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dashed it to the ground in obedience to the wild ani

dangerous intimations of an Irish faction. There had beei

no great day of hope for Ireland since, no day when yoi

might completely and definitely hope to end the controvers;

till now— more than ninety years. The long periodic tim^

hed at last run out, and the star had again mounted int

the heavens.

This strain of living passion was sustained with all its fir

and speed to the very close. 'Ireland stands at your ba

expectant, hopeful, almost suppliant. Her words are th

words of truth and soberness. She asks a blessed oblivioi

of the past, and in that oblivion our interest is deeper evei

than hers. You have been asked to-night to abide by th

traditions of which we are the heirs. What traditions ? B;

the Irish traditions ? Go into the length and breadth of th

world, ransack the literature of all countries, find if yo

can a single voice, a single book, in which the conduct o

England towards Ireland is anywhere treated except wit

profound and bitter condemnation. Are these the tradition

by which we are exhorted to stand? No, they are a sa

exception to the glory of our country. They are a broa

and black blot upon the pages of its history, and what w

want to do is to stand by the traditions of which we are th

heirs in all matters except our relations with Ireland, an

to make our relation with Ireland to conform to the otlie

traditions of our country. So we treat our traditions, so w

hail the demand of Ireland for what I call a blessed oblivio

of the past. She asks also a boon for the future ; and tht

boon for the future, unless we are much mistaken, will be

boon to us in respect of honour, no less than a boon to he

in respect of happiness, prosperity and peace. Such, sir, i

her prayer. Think, I beseech you ; think well, think wiseli

think, not for the moment, but for the years that are t

come, before you reject this bill.'

The question was put, the sand glass was turned upon th

table, the division bells were set ringing. Even at thi

moment, the ministerial whips believed that some were 8ti

wavering. A reference made by Mr. Parnell to harmoniou

communications in the previous summer with a tory ministei
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inclined them to votfl fox !. i.„
Prc-pect of ,oin, ::tiTectn^^at "^''^ '"^^' ^'^ ^^P.
no weak temptation to a weak mTn a

'^ "PPonent was VH
waa that the biU would be b^ate^^l/ *'°T°° '°>Pr«««io„ ^^T'
were bu« that it would^ twS ^ ° u"

^^*««°- Others *• ""

Some on the treaauiy bench 1 T ""''' *" «'*^«' %"e.
minister himself.hoSa^wrfu ^"*'^"^'°« *h« Pri'-e
might not be more ^n Co'^T u'

*^' ''"^'^^ ""^^rity
The n^^bers we,. 848 a^Ii^ t 318 TT' .*° "* ^'''^^^

voted against the biU. S. llu .^'""^^y^^^^ "beruls
between one-third and one-foul ?.w '^° tellers were
rom Great Britain. S: ettTthffi'm

'"" "'^''^ «'-°^*^
long campaign. As I passed iLi, «"«r*«^«'nent in this
Mr. Ghuistone that nSle 1 ^T ** *^' '^''"^^ ^i*h
bend under the cruaI^fwei>htTrh k'^'^

'"' *•"« ^
taken up. ^ '^"«''* °^ *be burden that he had

V

<iar«:ro?s,r i:s;;it ?^^" - ^^^^ '«"-^ng
tion as a better coursTlr?^ '^'°"^^^ *°'^"<^« ^"gna!
ground that the ircrng'" ^^^^^^ ''

,r'"'^ - ^ego to the country with a wlifv^fT-
''''"^'* *^^° h*^« *<>

bowever, entirel^ llo^''^:^^^ .f' «^<^«tone,
the case with a list of twelve iL,' °°*'* ^'P®'^®**

diMolution, and the reasonrtl ^ ^'"' recommending
of the case was ioTdJ,? ^1^* '^^* »»- "Pe-nf
a^teristic, for they began3„Ji'^ were entirely char-
courage. He knew of no inT^r't °* ""^ *^« ^^y ^^^
under circumstances like ouTutl '^ * T"*^^ ^^^^^^^
-te of confidence, faUed Z%Zl ^^T' "^^ *»^ °« »
with a view to the enthusiasm ofonr f ^ '°"°*'^- ^^^^^

« well as to feeling in i^W it

"'"'*' ^° '^^ «°»«*ry.

« ould not let the flag go do^'' wl hJT""' *^*^ "«
challenged to a dissolution ZT' .Y !^ ^^° constantly
would be a proof^Su!^ J^

*^^' '^' '^^^'^Se up
'MyconclJon

is,' L a^r ^ J^"^^*'
""^ a faint heart!^

resi^ation would mearft
* **^°^"''°" « formidable, but

"•ent of the cause^ His / ,

^""''°' J"°*'*"^ abandon-cause. His conclusion was accepted without
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comment. The experts outside the cabinet were convinced

that a bold front was the best way of securing the full flght*

ing power of the party. The white feather on such an issue,

and with so many minds wavering, would be a sure provoca*

tive of defeat.

Mr. Gladstone enumerated to the Queen what he took to

be the new elements in the case. There were on the side of

the government, 1. The transfer of the Irish vote from

the tories, 2. The popular enthusiasm in the liberal masses

which he had never seen equalled. But what wiis the

electoral value of enthusiasm against (a) anti-Irish preju-

dices, (i) the power of rank, station, and wealth, (0) the kind

of influence exercised by the established clergy, ' perversely

applied as of course Mr. Gladstone thinks in politics, but

resting upon a very solid basis as founded on the generally

excellent and devoted work which they do in their parishes ' ?

This remained to be proved. On the other side there was

the whig defection, with the strange and unnatural addition

from Birmingham. * Mr. Gladstone himself has no skill in

these matters, and dare not lay an opinion before your

Majesty on the probable general result.' He thought there

was little chance, if any, of a tory majority in the new

parliament. Opinion taken as a whole seemed to point to a

majority not very large, whichever way it may be.

No election was ever fought more keenly, and never did

80 many powerful men fling themselves with livelier activity

into a great struggle. The heaviest and most telling attack

came from Mr. Bright, who had up to now in public been

studiously silent. Every word, as they said of Daniel

Webster, seemed to weigh a pound. His arguments were

mainly those of his letter already given, but they were

delivered with a gravity and force that told powerfully upon

thi ^arge phalanx of doubters all over the kingdom. On

the other side, Mr. Gladstone's plume waved in every part

of the field. He unhorsed an opponent as he flew past on

the road ; his voice rang with calls as thrilling as were

ever heard in England ; he appealed to the individual, to

his personal responsibility, to the best elements in him, to the

sense of justice, to the powers of hope and of sympathy ; he
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le wrote from Minburgh fJune a^ J^'
'eelmg W,'

e-pecWIy when U>, deLubrsta^^-rf tj^ "°°.''"'"''

di»e„lie„t bod;,,- ^ h.„d;,^;Xat„ ,r°"' "? Il'Edinburgh divisionii. nn fof„i ^l
"* °'*« o^ the

bour and twenty minuTrofft «> Jr*'"?
** *' ^^^^^ ^^

at 12.30 or 40. S^me e2oh«, H .K *
^^^^^^ed Hawarden

The whole a scene fSmproI^ l
?''"' '^^''"^^^^

creatures.' At Hawarden hT f ?t ^'^^ "** "" P^o'
he set to work uponTtt'he did f^""'

"^ ^" ^°°'»' »°d
'off to Manchester leat mJ °° ^1°^"' ^° "^""^ 25,

Strain excessivTkfe liZ thf '\*^t*^'««
^rade Hall.

Ws; awonderSrspeT^VS XX'^LV^^Chester he wrote, 'I have fnnnH fK ^- ,

^" °™ ^**»-

far beyond all Wer „ JZ^ald th?^ °;
«"*'"''"'"

meeting almost broke hirdown bu L T ^'"* °^ *^"

heard him murmur 'ImZT f
' '"i*J"«°d8 around him

tremendous effort he went! T . ^'f°«^ ^'"^^^ ^^^^^

wound up the Xrig^ L a .ZtZ'T ^'^V'^
""'

even old and practise'd ^liticalhSth tZZl 7'^'

up the Irish .uesS^orm^r r^lyfasWrnSn' ""t''

Hengler'sC^^L Pewbuild^nl"-"'
''°""'^'* P««P^^ -

tion of an audience On. ^ ^'"^^ '° ""^^^ « P^««««ta-

marvellous manner*! went inTf.
"^ """ '^''* ''"^ ^ «

spirit, but the hand of t^ T ^ ^'""™«««' '« the heat of my
H« h„"i

^® ^"^"^ ^«s strong upon me '

He had no sooner returned to Hawarden" than he i^ote to
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tell Mn. Gladstone (July 2) of a stroke which wm thought

to have a curiously dnmonic air about it :
—

The Leith bosiness will show you I have not been inactive here,

former M.P. attended my meeting in the Muaic HaU, and was

greeted by me accordingly (he had voted against us after wobbling

about much). Hearing by late post yesterday that waiting to thf

last he had then declared against us, I telegraphed down to Edin

burgh in much indignation, that they might if they liked put mc

up against him, and I would go down again and speak if theji

wished it. They seem to have acted with admirable pluck and

promptitude. Soon after mid-day Uniay I received telegrams tc

say I am elected for Midlothian,* and aUo for Leith, having

retired rather than wait to be beaten. I told them instantly tc

publish this, as it may do good.

The Queen, who had never relished these oratorical

crusades whether he was in opposition or in office, did

not approve of the first minister of the crown addressing

meetings outside of his own constituency. In reply to ti

gracious and frank letter from Balmoral, Mr. Gladstone

wrote:—
He must state frankly what it is that has induced him thus tc

yield [to importunity for speeches]. It is that since the death

of Lord Beaconsfield, in fact since 1880, the leaders of the opposi-

tion, Lord Salisbury and Lord Iddesleigh (he has not observed the

same practice in the case of Sir M. H. Beach) have established

a nile of what may be called popular agitation, by addressing public

meetings from time to time at places with which they were not

connected. This method was peculiarly marked in the case of

Lord Salisbury as a peer, and this change on the part of the

leaders of opposition has induced Mr. Oladstone to deviate on

this critical occasion from the rule which he had (he believes)

generally or uniformly observed in former years. He is,

88 he has previously apprised your Majesty, aware of the im-

mense responsibility he has assumed, and of the severity of just

condemnation which will be pronounced upon him, if he should

eventually prove to have been wrong. But your Majesty will be

1 He was retamed witboat opposition.
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ll»tn»i„„. before th.ooui.tiy.
" P»« (»1«« Iw tkiiii.)

Nrture, howovor, wrved th> royal puroo« B.f v
metropolis:— f ^-o^m w speak m the

As tomygoing to London,—he wrote in ««i. xi.

0'«^n uLZZl. ^ '"'"'"' °'°" "' «k. work to do

the opponent, of th. IriA^licy^ffu: '° """'' "»"»'

Eogtad h«i rotomed opp„„.nta of the lib™! poUoyi,
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the proportion of two and » half to one against its frienda

;

but Scotland approved in the proportion of three to two,

Wales approved by Ave to one, and Ireland by four and a

half to one. Another fact with a warning in it was that,

taking the total poll for Great Britain, the liberals had

1,844,000, the seceders 897,000, and the tories 1,041,000.

Therefore in contested constituencies the liberals of the

main body were only 76,000 behind the forces of tories

and seceders combined. Considering the magnitude and
the surprise of the issue laid l)efore the electors, and in

view of the confident prophecies of even some peculiar

friends of the policy, that both policy and its authorH

would be swept out of existence by a universal explosion

of national anger and disgust, there was certainly no final

and irrevocable verdict in at hostile British majority of no

more than four per cent, of the votes polled. Apart from
electoral figures, coercion loomed large and near at hand,

and coercion tried under the new political circumstances

that would for the first time attend it, might well be trusted

to do much more than wipe out the margin at the polls.

* There is nothing in the recent defeat,' said Mr. Gladstone,

* to abate the hopes or to modify the anticipations of those

who desire to meet the wants and wish'^ jf Ireland.'

VI

The question now before Mr. Gladstone was whether to

meet the new parliament or at once to resign. For a short

time he wavered, along with an important colleague, and

then he and all the rest came round to resignation. The
considerations that guided him were these. It is best for

Ireland that the party strongest in the new parliament

should be at once confronted with its responsibilities. Again,

we were bound to consider what would most tend to reunite

the liberal party, and it was in opposition that the chances of

such reunion would be likely to stand highest, especially in

view of coercion which many of the dissidents had refused to

contemplate. If he could remodel the bill or frame a new

one, that might be a possible ground for endeavouring to

make up a majority, but he could not see his way to any
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different and impoMible R«1„T
The Imh view wa.

I wrote to Mr. Gladiitone (July u,^ '" *** ^'*^<*

You may perhaps care to see wli.it r . . .

do™ Dotrto, nueh .trengtl, „f ,^Vc->l 'I
' "

..d.™i..d ,i„ p^.„ „!., j;; .: ' " V. e,,., ..„.^^

..".hour:!!;! ftrir"?- """ °™ '"""""""^ «•»'

commrd tt" hot of theT
""'

1 T' '*^°°'^ «" ^-^*
of the Ub^ri dilntLit On,:

* "^''^ ^'"*' ^*" "°* *^^

for the defeated rJlt^ndte;^^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^'>^«

Queen, of which he wrote the memorandum following:-

Convertation with the Queen, A,igu,t 2, 1886.
jnie conversation at my closing audience on Friday was a

-S iX'fi^: T'^' " *'« p'^'-^^^ ^-t word ^tr^ie

Pleaslt T«n '"^ ^'"^ 'P^"''' ^^' '"^"'»«" ^togetherpeasant. She made me sit at once. Asked after my wife as we
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began, and sent a kind message to her as we ended. About me
personally, I think, her single remark was that I should requ're

some rest I remember that on a closing audience in 1874 she

said she felt sure I might be reckoned upon *o support the

throne. She did not say anything of the sort to4ay. Her mind
and opinions have since that day beer seriously warped, and I

respect her for the scrupulous avoidance of anything which could

have seemed to indicate a desire on her part to claim anything in

common with me.

Only at three points did the conversation touch upon anything

even faintly related to public affairs. . . . The second point

was the conclusion of some arrangement for appanages or

incomes on behalf of the third generation of the royal house.

I agreed that there ought at a suitable time to be a committee

on this subject, as had been settled some time back, she ob-

serving that the recent circumstances had made the time xm-

suitable. I did not offer any suggestion as to the grounds

of the affair, but said it seemed to me possible to try some plan

under which intended marriages should be communicated without

forcing a reply from the Houses. Also I agreed that the amounts

were not excessive. I did not pretend to have a solution ready

:

but said it would, of course, be the duty of the government to

submit a plan to the committee. The third matter was trivial : a

question or two from her on the dates and proceedings connected

with the meeting. The rest of the conversation, not a very long

one, was filled up with nothings. It is rather melancholy. But

on neither side, given the conditions, could it well be helped.

On the following day she wrote a letter, making it evident that,

80 far as Ireland was concerned, she could not trust herself to say

what she wanted to say. . . .

Among the hundreds of letters that reached him every

week was one from an evangelical lady of known piety,

enclosing him a form of prayer that had been issued against

home rule. His acknowledgment (July 27) shows none of

the impatience of the baffled statesman:

—

I thank you much for your note; and though I greatly

deplored the issue, and the ideas of the prayer in question, yet,

from the moment when I heard it was your composition, I knew
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th.t down Z the pr^slntlfJ°J;ri7; T'"^

*<> ^'^ ^-t
offence has been in the p^ortTon of .

™"^°"'' ^'^^

on the Protestant side, andTetuffelrh f ' '"""""^ *° °-
At the present hour, I am pabeft^ e7„^ °"i^'

^"""^ -'^«-

i« far more of intolerance fn 1 T " ""^ ^^'** ^^^' *»»«'«

against Roman caMcs tian
"" T '^'''^ P™^«*-t-

Protestants. Itira^'s^^^^ ^**''''"''« ««-in»t

confident that I musHoT£ ^ '^^^ "'*^ y°"' - I ^-1
cannot ^.ssibl, have to^^uch •, "ZtZ ^'t

°' ''''''' ^^
own part I heartily desire that, u„ e th^o. f'

'"' '" "^
be for the honour of God and he g^ of hI^ T '"^'"*
be trampled under foot anH k I " creatures, it may
charitable thoughtanTfeel'™""*" '""*• ^' ^^^ "">«^

and I remain wUh he^y :!;?rd
' "' ' ^^-Ply -naible,

quarrel with you or wUh B^V.^u P°" *'' ^ '^*" °«ver

diffei^nces disclose Ctfwt'h ^''''*.^-«« ^^ « when«»e oasencss, wluch sometimes happens.'
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CHAPTER I

THE MOBROW OF DEFEAT

{,18^6-1887)

Chautt rendereth a man truly great, enlaiging his mind into a
Taat circumference, and to a capacity nearly Infinite ; so that it by

a general care doth reach all thinga, by an universal affection doth

embrace and grace the world. . . . Even a spark of it in generosity

of dealing breedeth admiration ; a glimpse of it in formal courtesy

of behaviour procureth much esteem, being deemed to accomplish

and adorn a man.— Babbow.

After the rejection of his Irish policy in the summer of

1886, Mr. Gladstone had a period of six years before him,

the life of the new parliament. Strangely dramatic years

they were, in some respects unique in our later history. The
party schism among liberals grew deeper and wider. The
union between tones and seceden became consolidated and

final. The alternative policy of coercion was passed through

parliament in an extreme form and with violent strain on

the legislative machinery, and it was carried out in Ireland

in a fashion that pricked the consciences of many thousands

of voters who had resisted the proposals of 1886. A fierce

storm rent the Irish phalanx in two, and its leader vanished

from the field where for sixteen yearj he had fought so bold

and uncompromising a fight. During this period Mr. Glad-

stone stood in the most trying of all the varied positions of

his life, and without flinching he confronted it in the strong

faith that the national honour as well as the assuagement

350
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'^^^Ztrj^^r^' '" ''' «-^ o^ ^^ country, ch.p

ceaseless activity in oontZlr^esfZ ""'"' '^"^ «^^ ^is ^'^ •^•

Poht.cs. Not even now,win * ?'' "°* ^^"''''^d by
had ao daringly co«»it ed h J f^^* "'"!.^ *° "'^'''^ ^«
could he allow it to dull T'l .'" '^''''«'^« '««"«,
standing concerns of life ad Thnw' ''''** ^*^ b««" the

"an of public action w^ tC dT
^' '" """ ^'^'"^ th«

student, churchman, apowL div,'^?*' '*«^"^' ^^^h^ul
and delightful is thlt reX; s IT" ^"!i

"'*' ^« «""«"«
of the tone and temper in which

1^''' "^""''^^'^
^^'^"'Ple

troversy should be conducted iV '"''{ ""^ ''^^^'^^'^ «on-
politics exasperation w«^ atM '" '^''' ^'^'^ ^h^" in
time that he wrote: '^ri^ „!?„?"*/ J*

"^ *^"' ^^is
tanght me is that whereTher^Hn *'' \"°"^ ^'^« ''-
object, the pu«uit of truth there ^1? ,*" ^ * ^^'"'"on
desn^ to inteT,ret the adv Z. .f.T J^''

^ " «*»d-"«
will f«rly bear; to avoid Xte^J m

^'* '""^^ ^''^ ^"''d^
to make the most of whatever Jl."^'"'

'^' ^'^'^' and
hold to be part of the law'ofLS .

"'"°^ '' ^'^ese I
these laws he sedulouslyTonfo^fH\ u™

*™«'^'-' And to
time befoi^ the day o{ Zt^^f-

J''^'^' '' '^me h.ppy
f-m. the tournamenrti r^ltttfi T ^ *""«^«'-^
cnticwm, and even politics.

'"'"^•-fie^ds of philosophy,

;«o«t congenial atmosphZ in hlT i

,"''*' "*" ^ '"" *he
DuUinger and Acton, ft TegTrn^, 7^^' "^ '""^ ^^ "P^'^ "^
I;ord Acton wn,te to me fs"t i, ^ ""• '

^^i-^^n^ee,.
place peaceful and silent, and L 2J" '" ""^-^^^'^''^-^ay

J«
house, I have taken some c^re of k''

'
^"f

''™'-^ ^"
the direction of little FrenchM ,

°""^' ^^^^ing in
'-gedy of existence I ^a^ Z L"'

'"' '"^"^' ^^'^^he
J"«t started with Dollinger to cith T .^""^' "'"* ^^ ^'^
"^'ffhbourhood.'

^ *'^""^ * ^'8^ mountain in the
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To Mr: Gladitom.

Tegemaee, Aug. 28, 1886.—We found Dollinger reading in the

garden. The course of his life is quite unchanged. His con-

stitution does not appear at all to have given way. He beats

me utterly in standing, but that is not saying much, as it

never was one of my gifts: and he is not conscious (eighty-

seven last February) of any difficulty with the heart in going

up hill. His deafness has increased materially, but not so that

he canno^. carry on very well conversation with a single person.

We have talked much together even on disestablishment which

he detests, and Ireland as to which he is very apprehensive,

but he never seems to shut up his mind by prejudice. I

had a good excuse for giving him my pamphlet,* but I do not

know whether he will tell us what he thinks of it. He was

reading it this morning. He hses at six and breakfasts alone.

Makes a good dinner at two and has nothing more tUl the next

morning. He does not appear after dark. On the whole one sees

no reason why he should not last for several years yet.

'When Dr. Dollinger was eighty-seven,' Mr. Gladstone

wrote later, ' he walked with me seven miles acroiM »he hill

that separates the Tegemsee from the next valley to the

eastward. At that time he began to find his sleep subject to

occasional interruptions, and be had armed himself against

them by committing to memory the first three books of the

Odygaey for recital.' ^ Of Mr. Gladstone Dollinger had said in

1885, '• I have known Gladstone for thirty years, and would

stand security for him any day ; his character is a very fine

one, and he possesses a rare capability for work. I differ from

him in his political views on many points, and it is difficult

to convince him, for he is clad in triple steel.''

Another high pei-sonage in the Roman catholic world sent

him letters through Acton, afifectionately written and with

signs of serious as we\\ ^s sympathising study of his Irish

policy. A little later (Sept. 21) Mr. Gladstone writes to his

wife at Hawarden :
—

Bishop Strossmayer may make a journey all the way to

1 On the Irish Question — ' The
History of an Idea anil tlie Lesson of

the Elections,' a fifty-pase pamphlet
prepareii lielore icHViii^ Kiif^iauii,

« ,?/'<aArr. .Ian. 1, 18flO.

' ConvcrtatioM of DbWnger.
I., vnn Kiibell, VP. 100, 102.

By
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Hawarden, and it seems that Aotnn «.
which would make it m„oh r.o^Tl^^r^T"'''''' ''"' ^"^^•
be a great compliment, and cannot !°T ' " *'°'°'"« ^^o^'d L
would, however, be a serious^ folT'^l,'''

"'"^- ^*
-th which as a spoken tongue we «« ft T'^l

"° "^'^'^
being Slavonic and Latin ulfoLT. f .

'"' ^" 8'™''* ""^s
increase of difficult, in lan^ClT^ , f" * ^^'^ ^-*
^i^fficult. Which I hope has har^l, Cn with /rr.et"'"-'

'

as weU L'he1ouS\tr2eTt^^^^^ °"* °^ ^ -y
and he is full of—'« blTdl^ f,"""" '««* him on fire,

-entary duty was alwayl a /^ to
.^""^ '^^"•' ^"«-

20 he was bik in the House of CoJ^'"'
*°' '^ ^^^^^-''^r

Tenants ReUef (Ireland) b.l Th.TT 'P'"^'"» °° ^he
at Hawarden for the rest o th«

*° *^' *^"P^« °f P«ace
the twenty-fifth or tlirtLth t m/'"i'

*° ''*^ *^« ^'^"'^ '^r
"ore glorious than ^Z^\ '^^Z fl!^

'"^^ "''''- -"^
topics

;
to receive a good mln,'^T '^'^T^y «« Homeric

admirable article on TenZlJ? ^"^ '^^ *° *'°"P«>«« the
this last let us pause for an Ctent Th

'^'"''' ^'""^ ^'^
one in which, from a man of nature ll

"""'"^ ^*^ ^^^^^^
than Mr. Gladstone, we should If ^'*' *"** P^^*'^"^
Vindication of the sp^rittfTl^" He\°:;

*•
^"^^^^

roughly repulsed in the bolde^tln! •

'''^ J"«* ^een
"an,e was a target for infinite ohf'^'"' f ^"^ ''''''' ^^

had plunged and from which^lVii
'°"^''' ^"*° ^^^ich he

friends had turned away f™i« l"°"^l
'^^^ "^'^^^ ^as hard

;

dubious and d.Z ZZ^^'' f^^^'^'' ^^^^^^^uewas
were the national discon fi ulw^.r''.

^^ '^'^" ^^^^ *« Wm
to blot the sun out of theZ ""'' ""' ""' '"°"^^
fallenge against the^^^^ :r;,"-v''"^-l .«e in
he recalled the solid tale of tt J"""^'^" « Poem, as
enormous mitiration of tl.„

improvements, the
that had been'tCtel n ^1: ^k

'""^^'^^ °^ "^^-'^
public authority, operative i^Iliv^ P""'' "?'"'''" «»d
government dur nrthe li^?'

e^^h^Iarating sphere of self-

second Locksley AlL ^ ^''" ^'^««° the fi^t and
VOL. iii_2a
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The sum of the matter seems to be that upon the whole, and

in a degree, we who lived fifty, sixty, seventy years back, and

are living now, have lived into a gentler time ; that the public con-

science has grown more tender, as indeed was very needful ; and

that in matters of practice, at sight of evils formerly regarded with

indifference or evell oiiunivanoe, it now not only winces but rebels

;

that upon the whole the race has been reaping, and not scattering

;

earning and not wasting ; and that without its being said that the

old Prophet is wrong, it may be said that the young Prophet was

unquestionably right.

Here is the way in which a man of noble heart and high

vision as of a circling eagle, transcends his individual chagrins.

All this optimism was the natural vein of a statesman who

had lived a long life of effort in persuading opinion in so many

regions, in overcoming difficulty upon difficulty, in content

with a small reform where men* would not let him achieve a

great one, in patching where he could not build anew, in un-

quenchable faith, hope, patience, endeavour. Mr. Gladstone

knew as well as Tennyson that ' every blessing has its draw-

backs, and every age its dangers ' ; he was as sensitive as

Tennyson or Ruskin or any of them, to the implacable

tragedy of industrial civilisation— the city children 'blacken-

ing soul and sense in city slime,' progress halting on palsied

feet ' among the glooming alleys,' crime and hunger casting

maidens on the street, and all the other recesses of human

life depicted by the poetic prophet in his sombre hours. But

the triumphs of the past inspired confidence in victories for

the future, and meanwhile he thought it well to remind Eng-

lishmen that ' their country is still young as well as old, and

that in these latest days it has not been unworthy of itself.'

'

On his birthday he enters in his diary :
—

Dee. 29, 1886.— This day in its outer experience recalls the

Scotch usage which would say, 'terrible pleasant.' In spite of the

ruin of telegraph wires by snow, my letters and postal arrivals of

to-day have much exceeded those of last year. Even my share of

reader will remember Mr,

stone's contrast between tn

active statesman at Kirkwall

1 NineUentli Century, January 1887.

See also speech at Hawarden, on the

Qaeen'sReign, August 30, 1887. The

Glad-

i and

1883.
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1.- J.
—

«»*>*>
«»e reading was very heaw Ti.- j
to hav. begun, all amidstV^VStl^I'^^k'''""'* "^^^^ CHAP.
nme hundred arrivals. O for .. 1,1T ^' ^^^ estimate was 1
long since I have had one Thl ^

^ *" recollection. It is

history, but bracing is necess^ J'
'" ""** '^^ '^^ °° ^J'* """l'"

I>ante. It has U«n'a JeL" sZk a^' ?' " ^' " '"' -•^"^
of some progress; but of ^terabT ^

"*"" ^ ^^'""^ * ^^^
though P«>foundly human,r;itetfftrr" '?""*• "^^«^'
direct preparation for passing T r !

'"'^ "^ *° "'^ »«»'»
had a chance given me oCenin^f Z °^ ^"'- ^ ^^^^ "ot
abandon a caul whTclt so e2„r.?" ^''"'^'' ^^ ^ '^"^ot
m which aparticuUri^ seeLstt^^*

of my fo,iow-men, and
am I not disturbed 'Zug^Z M^ T^"^ *" "*• ^^«"^°"
of the sea.' ^ "** ^^" ^ ««ied into the middle

in

To Lord Aeton.
Haunrden, Jan. 13 1887 t* • • v

your estimate of Cha'mbel^ HiT K
""""^ ^^'^'"'^ *"** ^ ««d

are in a very high degrtCJn; ^t"'
'^

T^'^'^^'
'^

sayings that to me chLacterl oTth! r
,°°' °^ "^ '^'""«°

mysterious of all I m^tTtW r ^u"!

*"^ "''"' "« *he most
We surrounded J^Tmln ^^"""'^ *" ^»^«^ 'he road of

insuspense,and^tt";rf:rprt,^^'^"'^^^^^

J^--thactar ^d : ;rs«tnrr'^"^""^«"^but promoted the present confl.? f ' ""'^ *«««°*«d to

senselongbeforeMr.cTaLrr^3'f^ '*'°"'*'^ ''^ ^'^^

Itwill surprise as weU t^t"^ ^^^ /irT'.**«^™-^^-
they do not do some little^Z T ^ "^^ ^*™

'
'^ ^^^eed

it would be rash I thinkt e^'t ''' "' ^' "-gements,

w.s:uro::irxfa c^^tr
"^* -^'''' ^ - ^--

the opposite parties. 'fnleresTf"""'"'"«"" ^" ^"^
your strength 'is a blessed mT,^"* "" "°°^'^'°''* «^«" l^

--11 as spirituals'^ I'l^e'nd;^^'''^^^""*'^^ ^^'^'"P^-^'
•namely, that the hour mav coif °°' ^^nptation to haste.
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on the Irish question for Mr. Knowles, it is no trompet-blast,

but is meant to fill and turn to account a season of comparative

quietude.

The death of Iddesleigh has shocked and saddened us all.

He was full of excellent qualities, but had not the backbone

and strength of fibre necessary to restore the tone of a party

demoralised by his former leader. In gentleness, temper, sacrifice

of himself to the common purpose of his friends, knowledge, quick-

ness of perception, general integrity of intention, freedom from

personal aims, he was admirable. ... I have been constantly

struggling to vindicate a portion of my time for the pursuits I

want to follow, but with very little success indeed. Some rudi-

ments of Olympian religion have partially taken shape. I have a

paper ready for Knowles probably in his March number on the

Poseidon of Homer, a most curious and exotic personage. . . .

Williams and Norgate got me the books I wanted, but alack for

the time to read them! In addition to want of time, I have to

deplore my slowness in reading, declining sight, and declining

memory ; all very serious affairs for one who has such singular

reason to be thankful as to general health and strength.

I wish I could acknowledge duly or pay even in part your un-

sparing, untiring kindness in the discharge of your engagements

as ' Cook.' Come eariy to England— and stay long. We will try

what we can to bind you.

A few months later, he added to his multifarious exercises

in criticism and controversy, a performance that attracted

especial attention.^ ' Mamma and I,' he wrote to Mrs. Drew,

' are each of us still eeparately engaged in a death-grapple

with Robert Ehmere. I complained of some of the novels

you gave me to read as too stiff, but they are nothing to

this. It is wholly out of the common order. At present

I legard with doubt and dread the idea of doing anything

on it, but cannot yet be sure whether your observations will

be verified or not. In any case it is a tremendous book.'

And on April 1 (1888), he wrote, ' By hard work I have

finished and am correcting ray article on Robert Eltr,%ere.

» Rohtti Elsmere : the Battle of m«eteenth Century in Later Glean-

Belief (1888). KepublUbed from the inge, 1898.
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It is rather stiff work. I havn h«^
She i. much to be liked pe^o^allv bur ^'^ '"" '"^ ^«^^-
of what muat be called A^Xtf " ** ''"'*« ' ^'»'"^'' W-

-«T. 79.

^o» ainton, Tring, Easter Da;,, April 1 'M r ^let too long a time elapse witho,,/J h SS.-I do not like to

though thatseasonapp^rrrhichri
'""^ "^•"*«-°"-. even

of you, country. Wei^ou h^^^^^^^ If. ^°" ^^ "^ *^« chores

»any things; Lt I wTno'^^i^^r^^^^- T' *^ «*^ »
uppermost, and would, if a mmdTl '^*^' °^ ^^*» "
or tumble out first.

^**
'" ^"^^ » P^^t^^^teau, be taken

outX^lXutTates r^^^^^^ 1^ ^--' ^^ ^ «nd with-

notfarfrom\.icethelerg^?o7r:dtr'° ^'

"

and effort of reading it alfI shor^^f^ ' Ivf
''' ^^'^^

no more stop in it than in reading Th.L!. / 'J °"^ """''*

book, perhaps of the writerapZs t^I
"^'^ ''^* °' '""^

from Christianity upon The sm a ,W ' T'"'"* °' "*'«**

always in the human sense, Z Zj^a7 "!f-
' '^''"' ^^°"««^'

is worked out through the medkmTal^Lr'r"^^^^^ It

a character, but I withhold the word for^r/~
°"^^' *° '^^

stratum of character to uphdd The :!!r.
' " "° '"*^'''"* «"^

intellectual subtlety and readies and
/""'''*'' "'*'^ """'^

moral excellence. He finds virh:'
'' '"'^^ conceivable

his new gospel among th 'i: eV^^J^^^^^^^^^^^
writer apparently considers as suppWrth! ? ""^""^ *^«

human judgment. He has ext7nJl? ^ ^ """" '°' *" "ght
church undt the n7me of thH "-""''''' "*'''"''^ ^ ^

himself With overwork Lfe-s^t'*-^-*^^^^^^^
a certain 'ElgoodStre«/' " • ! P™^®"* flourishing in

a new Kirche'S luklt. " " '"* ^"'^ *^« «^-«- ^4).
I am always inclined to consider thi« Th«;

d^fen.ible of the positions J: * ' ^^^'''" ^ »>"««& the least

Elsmere. who has CTZ^tl *« Christianity. Robert

appe..rs,by the difficult;oTaTcpUnfm""',"
"'"* '"''''''' «« '^

tion that the ^r^is^n.^l.^^^^^^^ ^y ^^e s.,,..

predisposed to them.
^ ^ "" *" *«« specially
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I vant u ninal to betny 70a into helping ths Une dog ortr

th« stile ; and I should like to know whether you would think me

violently wrong in holding that the period of the Advent wm
a period when the appetite for, or dispoaition to, the nipemataral

was deoliniug and decaying ; that in the region of human thought,

speculation was strong and scepticism advancing; that if our Lord

were a mere man, armed only with human means, His whereabouts

was in this and many other ways misplaced by Providence ; that

the gospels and the New Testament must have much else besides

miracle torn out of them, in order to get us down to the caput

mortuum of Elgood Street. This very remarkable work is in effect

identical with the poor, thin, ineffectual production published with

some arrogance by the Duke of Somerset, which found a quack

remedy for difKculties in what he considered the impregnable

citadel of belief in Qod.

Knowles has brought this book before me, and being as strong

as it is strange, it cannot perish still-bom. I am tossed about

with doubt as to writing upon it

To Lord Aeton.

Oxford, April 8, '88.— I am grateful for your most interesting

letter, which contains very valuable warnings. On the other side

is copied what I have written on two of the points raised by the

book. Have I said too much of the Academy ? I have spoken

only of the first century. You refer to (apparently) about 260

A.D. as a time of great progress ? But I was astonished on first

reading the census of Christian clergy in Borne temp. St Cyprian,

it was so slender. I am not certain, but does not Beugnot estimate

the Christians, before Constantine's conversion, in the west at

one-tentI> of the population ? Mrs. T. Arnold died yesterday here.

Mrs. Wa»i bad been summoned and she is coming to see me this

evening. It is a very singular phase of the controversy which she

has opened. When do you repatriate f

I am afraid that my kindness to the Positivists amounts only to

a comparative approval of their not dropping the great human

tradition out of view; plua a very high appreciation of the

personal qualities of our friend .
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DoUU am, Mav 13 >M v«„ i . ,

my curicity to knowW 7^,0^^rr " '•'• "*''-* '*^
the idea, which you t7, th^ ^ 7 **"^ '""^ Proposition.,

I g.v. the letter t^Ma'^^J: Td
"^^

J"''^"*'^
P"' "'''^*^

that .he might take h to «•« T, *
A^i^g vi.it in London,

feed upon the h^ fcle wJ^fK "Z'^'
'"^"*'°"- ^^^y-lfl^

we margo overTett^ " i?*" '^ ^°" ''°'"« ''^^ *« England

your knowledge I X^^ow .T "*' '"^" ^°''«»- '-»
But I will -a/thi, gleX thatTr T'"* "' **•' ''•"'*•

a^ou ap^ to be.lithte' I'l Tat^rea^ dltul^
T

'

been imported hv tKa «.— l . * aimcultie. have

their praeot «iilto, ,h,T ^ '
^•"'"•"«l' »' H...teueh in

.. J. *»^w .Lj-.^STirt'*"""'"^"""-
«mil.r traditioM in ™„w

T

,.
'"'"'"^ "« P-oducing

"d ...din^r^m'^i:mr *"."'^° '"-'

d.«;irr^:irr„ -^r^nr-r ^" *°

or a. I call it natural .nJ- 7 '
*"'* over this science,

•«ri»8 for . JZl LTJ^I^J "'"»"'' "•'- '""

p«i.no..u,.„«ui.„j^hS",zttb:iT"i°'' "^ "•
•land only uDon «„„<,„« j

«bandon that ground,

NewTesle^r;;7;iTrl ''^ ^** '"'" °^ *^«

Wght the demands ml :Z the irw^;^^^^
"'^ ""'^^^"'^

to Dustify] a rational belW n .
**«*"»°»y i" order

that death didCl^'l th^ T^ '" *" ^ "^«'
«:n of Adam and tht .>

"'"'^'^ ^^ ""' ^»"«>y th«

Saint Paul
'"'' inconveniently by the declaration of

^- Ward wrote to thank me for the tone of my article. Her

JSit. 79.
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first intention was to make some reply in the Nineteenth Century

itself. It appears that advised her not to do it But

Enowles told me that he was labouring to bring her up td the

scratch again. There, I said, you show the cloven foot; you

want to keep the Nineteenth Century pot boiling.

I own that your reasons for not being in England did not

appear to me cogent, but it would be impertinent to make myself

a judge of them. The worst of it was that you did not name

any date. But I must assume that you are coming ; and surely

the time cannot now be far. Among other things, I want to

speak with you about French novels, a subject on which there

has for me been quite recently cast a most lurid light

Acton's letters in re^ly may have convinced Mr. Gladstone

that there were depths in this supreme controversy that he

had hardly sounded; and adversaria that he might have

mocked from a professor of the school or schools of unbelief,

he could not in his inner mind make light of, when coming

from the pen of a catholic believer. Before and after the

article on Robert Eltmere appeared, Acton, the student with

his vast historic knowledge and his deep penetrating gaze,

warned the impassioned critic of some historic point over-

stated or understated, some dangerous breach left all un-

guarded, some lack of nicety in definition. Acton's letters

will one day see the light, and the reader may then know

how candidly Mr. Gladstone was admonished as to the excess

of his description of the moral action of Christianity ; as to

the risk of sending modern questions to ancient answers, for

the apologists of an age can only meet the difficulties of

their age ; that there are leaps and bounds in the history of

thought ; how well did Newman once say that in theology

you have to meet questions that the Fathers could hardly

have been made to understand ; how if you go to St. Thomas

or Leibnitz or Paley for rescue from Hegel or Haeckel your

apologeticH will be a record of disaster. You insist broadly,

says Acton, on belief in the divine nature of Christ as the

soul, substance, and creative force of Christian religion ;
you

assign to it very much of the good the church has done ; all

this with little or no qualification or drawback from the

other side :—
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a church whose fathers are thri«7 J ,

"^^ ^ *^' P°°*'ff <>{ L

Locke,Bayle,TolanTFrrklL T^^^^^^
t^e 'ater Penn.^

Jefferson, Bentham D^ald stl^ r^'"'*^'^"^'''"^^"'
"

Cbanning,Macaulav Mill^TW '

°T'"^'
''"'''"«-"«

disbelieved that doctrine esLblisLTf."
""^ """'^ ^'^« *^«™

work of orthodox Chri tLttv t,
""' ^^'^ ^^^^^^^'^^ ^^-^

edifice of intoIeranc;XlT^^^^^^^ *^* ^PP^W
built up to perpetuat; the'^^C ^' "'"^ •""«^«" ^« Christ

J'L^'^SC'ire^
i "vrV^"" ^™-^' -^^eh

Christianity, feels tl^anu!liSTnd\nT"", °' ^^^^^

later Christianity, befo:^ the rise of the Ti "'""" °^
some of them the divinitv of ^ I

'^\«««*» t^** ejected,

of the ohu„h erected „7nft S ' r'^"'
^''^ '"«*'*"*--

thing, as indifferent, sS^^l^ £ '"" '^^' ^^""'^ '^'^
-ses to strive for an^Xc^ea^V^Vtr d'^f- '

''''

Torquemada make im ,.nnj
^^»se. jt the doctnne of

pubuc right ZnoZztz '"
r?"'^'

"«" -" "» -o

Mtamg. ralued friend, bm L !,^^ ^'"' J°» ""
tk«.l03i«rf belief, ta?t Z^^' "^ "^ "P-™" «'

P'oble.of Ohrisi^ ZZ Ul1,TZT *"•' """^
M«e«i of the avenige libend'. T .K ,j

"^ "'' °™ ''°"'"»'

•«>d^ W. BO. a.t„8e1h,,Si„t,;r'" ""« *•««». in other

» M*y 2, 1888.
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THB ALTEBNATIVE POLICY IN ACT

(,1S86-18S8)

Those who come over hither to us from England, and some weak
people among ootselves, whenever in discoune we make mention of
liberty and property, shake their heads, and tell us that ' Ireland is

a depending kingdom,' as if they would seem by this phrase to

intend, that the people of Ireland are in some state of slavery or
dependence different from those of England.— Jonathak Swift.

In the ministry that succeeded Mr. Gladstone in 1886,
Sir Michael Hicks Beach undertook for the second time the
oflSce of Irish secretary, while Lord Randolph Churchill
filled his place at the exchequer and as leader of the House.
The new Irish policy was to open with the despatch of a

distinguished soldier to put down moonlighters in Kerry;
the creation of one royal commission under Lord Cowper,
to inquii-e into land rents and land purchase ; and another
to inquire into the country's material resources. The two
commissions were well-established ways of marking time.

As for Irish industries and Irish resources, a committee of

the House of Commons had made a report in a blue book of

a thousand pages only a year before. On Irish land there

had been a grand commission in 1880, and a committee of

the House of Lords in 1882-3. The latest Purchase Act was
hardly yet a year old. Then to commission a general to hunt
down little handfuls of peasants who with blackened faces

and rude firearms crept stealthily in the dead of night

round lonely cabins in the remote hillsides and glens of

Kerry, was hardly more sensible than it would be to send
a squadron of life-guards to catch pickpockets in a London
slum.

A question that exercised Mr. Gladstone at least as

sharply as the proceedings of ministers, was the attitude
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'^^^^ortZ^r^Znm'^L^^^^^ Tf' ^- - CHAP.
h«n. We have seen how m»2ol. ® *^*''*'°° *S«i°8t ^"•
before as to the ..„!. .

•controversy arose long yeara
^^

Con,n.ons V^lZIZm^'T^T'' '"^ *^« ««-" ^•"•

perplexity now conf^nted the n' ^"" ^""'"' '^^^ «*»«
with Mr. Gladstone uZlil *^' ^^° ^** "«* ag«e
wrote to him, and heCsh^'S^r^"*- ^-^Hartin^,

Augua 2, 1886.— T f„ii„ »

prompted your letter, an^LTthr ^f!
'""°*^ "^'''^ "^

you describe. It is also clet r 1 w^ °' *^^ '^^«'''^*i«»

places on the front opii 'n beLh
'

'**' '^^ '*' ^ *i«« *°

them is identical withTrf?^S^T""'' ^°"' "«^* ^
materially contribute to relieveTon^ T^''

*^** ^ ^^"^""t

choice of a seat is more or 'the1 Z *'"''"'^«'"e°t. The
no such acquaintance Tt^ y Jt 'rj

' '""""^
'

^' ' ^-«
could alone enable n>e to JuZ wt

''''''' ^^ ^°*^"*'0"«' ^
for making an answer to ytr1^^:^^ ' ^^^« ^^^^

-

earnestly desire, subject to the pa Xn; "^ ""'^ P^^' ^

question, to promote in every 1'!^ ^'^'""'^ °^ '^' ^^'^
party; a desire in which I ellT I

''"'^'"'^ "' *^« "^eral
And I certainly codrnot dZ "^ "^^ *'** ^'"^ i""^-^!--
from any steplbich .rmtt'i^lir^^^^^^^^^ ^-
^^..Peartoyoutohave a teLtc^I^1^^Jro^

t^atstdTL^rt^rirt^ *^; --^^«->'

who with such fxt::o;din:ryrapS^^^^^ ^^""^ -"-^^
m the councils of the gov"rnmZtdd ,

"''"
*,' "^''endency

of miscalculation or carricTl" /?i^''" * ^***^ "°™«nt
suicide is not easy to a La„Jf.T'^

^^''- ^^>- ^^^^'^^'^l

this was one of the rare cl« 1'"''^^ '"^ ^«^°^"««"' but
unstable and irreo>ularM?K

^" * ^'tuation so strangely

the support of rfee«on./° ^^ministration resti„g%n
«tm <Jeclring e

" tVtW^^^^ 1"^'" opposit /andS very day that they adhered to old liberal
See vol. 1. p. 423.
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principles and had no wish to sever old party ties, the

withdrawal of Lord liandolph Churchill created boundless

perturbation. It was one of these exquisite moments in

which excited politicians enjoy the ineffable sensation that

the end of the world has come. Everything seemed pos-

sible. Lord Hartington was summoned from the shores of

the Mediterranean, but being by temperament incredulous of

all vast elemental convulsions, he took bis time. On his

return he declined Lord Salisbury's offer to make way for

him as head of the government. The glitter of the prize

might have tempted a man of bchoolboy ambition, but Lord

Hartington was too experienced in affairs not to know that

to be head of a group that held the balance was, under such

equivocal circumstances, far the more substantial and com-

manding position of the two. Mr. Goschen's case was

different, and by taking the vacant post at the exchequer

he saved the prime minister from the necessity of going back

under Lord Randolph's yoke. As it happened, all this gave

a shake to both of the unionist wings. The ominous clouds

of coercion were sailing slowly but discemibly along the

horizon, and this made men in the ' inionist cnmp still more

restless and uneasy. Mr. Chamberlain, on the very day of

the announcement of the Churchill resignation, had made a

speech that was taken to hold out an olive branch to his old

friends. Sir William Harcourt, ever holding stoutly in fair

weather and in foul to the party ship, thought the break-up

of a great political combination to be so immense an evil, as

to call for almost any sacrificea to prevent it. He instantly

wrote to Birmingham to express his desire to co-operate in

re-union, and in the course of a few days five members of the

original liberal cabinet of 1886 met at his house in what was

known as the Round Table Conference.^

A letter of Mr. Gladstone's to me puts some of his

views on the situation created by the retirement of Lord

Randolph :—
Hawarden, Christmas Day, 1886. — Between Christmas services,

a flood of cards and congratulations for the season, and many

1 S'r W. Harcourt, Mr. Chamberlain, Lord Herschell, Sir Qeorge Trevelyan,
and myself.
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known his resignation. Th^\7T^ °^ "^'«^'°S ^^ taking

minister has any ruling autZ,> 'T"*'"^
*^** *h« «"«»««

<iefenee. If he had, hf wo dt' th"
^'^ '"** "*''"^*- °^

But although he has no right to ^^
*h«/'aster of the country,

colleagues in his view ofThe e^imar. *': ''°"—« "^ h^-
right. because these do so ^LlZt!' /."' " "*'^' "^^''^
taxation, to indicate his !^vtw" bv

™'°"^ '"'^^'^* -'^
repeatedly fought estimates to tl^^eJeJ^^'''^"''- ' ^^«
of resigning in ca^. But t^ seld T„ ^'

•'"''^ "" '"^^'^t'^"

impossible for his colleagues as ml n^ ^ '««»°ation makes it

think one of his best pZ fs t^ ^ JT" *° "'"^«- «. I
office recent and fornTdecC ^^

'^'^^^^f
« ^ *^^ing

which his colleagues must be taken JJ u
economy, of

Salisbury in particular. He mat 'l 1 ^^'" ° "°^''''°*' *°«*

these all at once to ^eo 4 cln V' '°"'' °°' ^'^^''^

reference to the holes that majL "T. ' "" '"^' "^*'°'^*

support as a champion of ec^Ly/'^ /l^i:
^^ --

tmental war, I for one regard as n

'

*^"' *^« «°'^-

magnifying our estimates
'"" °°°''"^« "^«- -'"'ed at

5- With regard to Hartington. What h. „n ^ r ,and our wishes could have nneighrwhh h
° ^ '^"^"^ °°''

« one of such difficulty for H that1 a"""
' ' ' ^^«P°««»

though it was never more true that/ T ^"^ '°"^ ^°' ^'"'
in a certain way must 1 1 Ht Ch K i"

"'"'' ^'^ °"" ^'i

-;y hard in caL of accepSn 1 ffk t^ '''"' '"^ '^'"

^1" not accept to sit amon^ fhiJ^
°' ^"^^^ that he

demand an entry by orcT"! tTl *""^' '"* ^"^ ^^^ *<>

-ept upon tZ fooJ^g ; .id i tV r.!'*
'""^ '"^''^«- '^°
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the nine-tentha of his order. If the Irish question rules all others,

all he has to consider is whether he (properly flanked) can serve

his view of the Irish question. But with this logic we ha^•e

nothing to do. The question for us also is (I think), what is

best for our view of the Irish question ? I am tempted to wish
that he should accept ; it would clear the ground. But I do not
yet see my way with certainty.

6. With regard to Chamberlain. From what has already passed

between us you know that, apart from the new situation and
from his declaration, I was very desirous that everything honour-
able should be done to conciliate and soothe. Unquestionably his

speech is a new fact of great weight. He is again a liberal, quand
mlnK, and will not on all points (as good old Joe Hume used to

say) swear black is white for the sake of his views on Ireland.

We ought not to waste this new fact, but take careful account of

it. On the other hand, I think he will see that the moment for

taking account of it has not come. Clearly the first thing is to

see who are the government. When we see this, we shall also

know something of its colour and intentions. I do not think

Bandolph can go back. He would go back at a heavy discount.

It he wants to minimise, the only way I see is that he should

isolate his vote on the estimates, form no clique, and proclaim

strong support in Irish matters and general policy. Thus he

might pave a roundabout road of return. ... In many things

Goschen is more of a liberal than Hartington, and he would carry

with him next to nobody.

7. On the whole, I rejoice to think that, come what may, this

affair will really effect progress in the Irish question.

A happy Christmas to you. It will be happier than that of the

ministers.

Mr. Gladstone gave the Round Table his blessing, his

'general idea being that he had better meddle as little as

possible with the conference, and retain a free hand.' Lord

Hartington would neither join the conference, nor deny that

he thought it premature. While negotiation was going on,

he said, somebody must stay at home, guard the position,

and keep a watch on the movements of the enemy, and this

duty was his. In truth, after encouraging or pressing Mr.
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or of them. On the other side^.^r"°" '''^'' ^^ him "^^

Imh nationalists were Zlnyl^J','^''^^'''^ "Serais and ^TT'
conference was denounced fromTifn °^^""^«'"«»t«k. The
find a compromise that ^ouldMn ^7^' "^ *" ^^'^'"Pt ^
fence to salve Uheir consciences at 1 "'" ""'"^ °" '^'
nghts.' Such ,^„,arks are worth *t'"P«"»« °^ « nation's
temper of the rank and file M^ p^,"^;^ *^ "'"«*«**« the
truth that when people go into a ct? ' '''°"«^'^ *"^« *° *»>«
that they are ready to give1 somltr"'

'' "'"*"^ '"^^"^
*^«ke to the satisfactorvsirfii

*''"'/' ^^ thoroughly
overtures. ^"^ «gni5cance of the Birmingham
Things at the round tahl« f«.

enough. Mr. Chamberlain Jr^ "T *""« ^«»* «™oothly
length.

HepubliclytimittoS:^^,;'^^"^^'^ *^« -h'e
establishing some kind of Wl / '" "^ ^^' expediency of
acconlanco with Mr Giadltofe'

t'' authority in Dublin^n

f
his own mind for a plan o„IT"^^'' ^''^ * Preference

oUowed up, also in p^bWc bv thl L •" '''''"^' ^his he
I"sh legislature mus^l b^ allowed

;"""°"
^''l'^^

^""'-^ the
of executive government, eitl!r bv a^""'

'^''' °^" ^o™
«cale of all that goes on at wlT •

""'^^''^^ «" » sniall
whatever other fhape theymST^"' '^'^*«^«"' - -
to an Irish legislatu^ for such aff«^"^

^'"P"''' ^o assent
determine to be distinctively Llh:;^:

"" ^''"'*"^"* '"'^ht
«;ble to it, was to accept the partv c'rl^

*'' .'*'^"*'^« ^««I^n-
he surface became

mysterioS^i^ruffl .° '
V''' ^"^J^^*" ^hen

by some of the plenipLnSefin n. M' ?^"*^^ ^«« ^««d

;»
turn complained ^ inconsltnf ^li'''

°^ ^"^'"^ «««h side
t'^n in private. At lalt oHhet'^^S

conciliatory negotia-
^sional result of the confp-n f^ ^^^ °" ^hich the pro-
tWe appeared in a'p^ttTJllTh t "^'^^ '''' ^^^^sto^n"

- -t they and the 1^"^:^^^^^
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labourers, thirty>two millions of people, must all go without
much-ueeded legislation because tlnee millions were disluyul,

while nearly aix hundred members of parliament would be

reduced to forced inactivity, because some eighty delegates,

representing ttie policy and receiving the pay of the Chicago

convention, were determined to obstruct all business until

their demands had been concedel. Men naturally anked

what was the use of continuing a discussion, when one party

to it was attacking in this peremptory fashion the very

persons and the policy that in private he was supposed to

accept. Mr. Gladstone showed no implacability. Viewing
the actual character of the Baptist letter, he said to Sir VV.

Harcourt, ' I am inclined to think we can hardly do more
now, than to say we fear it has interposed an unexpected
obstacle in the way of any attempt at this moment to sura

up the result of your communications, which we should
otherwise hopefully have done; but on the other hand we
are unwilling that so much ground apparently gained should
be lost, that a little time may soften or remove the present

rufiSing of the surface, and that we are quite willing that the

subject should stand over for resumption at a convenient
season.'

The resumption never happened. Two or three weeks
later, Mr. Chamberlain announced that he did not intend to

return to the round table.* No other serious and formal

attempt was ever made on either side to prevent the liberal

unionists from hardening into a separate species. When
they became accomplices in coercion, they cut ofif the chances

of re-union. Coercion was the key to the new situation.

Just as at the beginning of 1886, the announcement of it by

the tory government marked the parting of the ways, so was

it now.

n
We must now with reasonable cheerfulness turn our

faces back towards Ireland. On the day of his return fiom

1 If anybody should ever wish
further to disinter the history of this
fruitless episode, he will find all the
details in a speech by Sir William
Harcourt at Derby, Feb. 27, 1889.

See also Sir G. O. Trevelyan, Ttrnen,

July 26, 1887, Mr. Chamberlain's
letter to Mr. Evelyn Ashley, Timei,

July 29, 1887, and a speech of mv own
at Wolverhampton, April 19, 1887.



«TA« or IaiM,A.M,

IreUnd (AoguM 17 ii««^ „
**

".. qui., f„„ h«"^Vt m""" •
• - ««. b.

he apprehended that dwturSncetTw' *'"'" ^^^^h" thin^
PoiUical allien in G,.at B^TZ'^ 1"^''^" ^^^'^^ ''^ "e ^
Jh'ch he had so dexteroSv built

'"^^ '^^ combination
dommant element With hinT He J "^; .^'^'^ ^^ ""^ a«ext atage of his movemer shnluT"^ ''"^"'^^J^ that the

poU.caIandnotagrariarHetou .1,^^
the largest sen «

proposals in this sense before tie Hof ''°. ''' '^''' ««*« of
a Tenants Relief bill, uZ not h^r "f ^"*"^ P'^^uced
tnith it is not in human JT °°*.^"^^'antly framed. For in

;««-- the fn»min;Tarr;ht ''''' °^ ^^^ <^'^^^

^

wnously considered.
^'"^ ^^ °o chance of being

^/t^Jinrtl^TdTp^^^^^^^^^^^ - always u, begin
7thingthatMr. ParndSdo^r*^ ^°' disagreement ^th
whether what he said or prole^Tu'' "^^^'^ °' ^''^^ing
for agreement. The conciir .

*^''* °°' ^"™wh a basis
^-eii bill was ti^::Txzr''''' °^^^'-^"^e
't as permanently

upsetting the «t« '*"''*"''^ denounced
a death-blow to purc^ a^ndttlr'"^* °' ''''' '^ ^'^'"^^any real gi^unds for a genemlC ?^ '''*^°"' *^« P^-of
Whatever else he did, said S.r (?• f^""**"" '« judicial rents
-ver agree to govern Ireland f" ""'' »-«h, he ."^
A serious movement fonowed^^^'l'^ '^ ^'''^'^™«"-^

fo gmpple with a^a« o Tnl tI ^^'^'^^^^^'''^^^'^tgan of campaign was launched The p^?,
'"°^" ^ *^e

"T'
/he tenants of a riven ««f./ ^ ""^ campaign was

-hat abatement they tCgU tt inT'
"^'' °"« ^"«^^-

8 «- just in the current half-vflar'o

VOL. „,_23
^''"•- ^«' Sept 21, 1886.

^^^'"

-«T. 77.
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rent. ThU in a body they proffered to landlord or agent. If

it was refused an payment in full, they handed the money to

a managing committee, and the committee deposited it with
some perK>n in whom they had confidence, to be used for the
purpose of the struggle.' That such proceeding constituted

an unUwful conspiracy nobody doubts, any more than it can
be doubted that before the Act of 1875 every trade combina-
tion of a like kind in this island was a conspiracy.

At an early stage the Irish leader gave his opinion to the
present writer :

—
Dee. 7, 1886. — Mr. Pamell called, looking very ill and worn.

He wished to know what I thought of the effect of the plan of

campaign upon public opinion. ' If you mean in Ireland,' I said,

'of course I have no view, and it would be worth nothing if I had.

In England, the effect is wholly bad ; it offends almost more even

than outrages.' He said he had been very ill and had taken no
part, so that he stands free and uncommitted. He was anxious
to have it fully understood that the fixed point in his tactics is

to maintain the alliance with the English liberals. He referred

with much bitterness, and very justifiable too, to the fact that

when Ireland seemed to be quiet some short time back, the

government had at once begun to draw away from all their

promises of remedial legislation. If now rents were paid, meetings

abandoned, and newspapers moderated, the same thing would
happen over again as usual. However, he would send for a certain

one of his lieutenants, and would press for an immediate cessation

of the violent speeches.

December 12.— Mr. Pamell came, and we had a prolonged
conversation. The lieutenant had come over, and had defended
the plan of campaign. Mr. Parnell persevered in his dissent and

disapproval, and they parted with the understanding that the

meetings shjuld be dropped, and the movement calmed as much
as could be. I told him that I had heard from Mr. Gladstone,

and that he could not possibly show any tolerance for illegalities.

That his opponents should call upon Mr. Gladstone to

denounce the plan of campaign and cut himself off from

its authors, was to be expected. They made the most of it

> See UniUd Ireland, Oct 2i3, 1886.
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moment, by anf "^ '''•' h« deemed of oT ^
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election; >s; JierCdr^"^' ^--edLtTi; l^^,;;*
-"• ^

«1"
' I ?r'r»*• ^>^"«ve could "t i:

*'" *' "-^'^

Se Lh^"*^ ^ere bound L Ci " ^ "' "^^ P^''"*' th«

01 tlwt movement to divert h;^' ^^^""^ * PawinfT phauown foundafinno xt
^'^®" him, would h« f« u ,

'^ "*
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an intended speech at Newcastle : ' You will, I have no
doubt, press even more earnestly than before on the Irish

people the duty and policy of maintaining order, and in

these instances I shall be very glud if you will associate me
with youi-self.'

' The plan of campaign,' said Mr. Gladstone, ' was one of

those devices that cannot be reconciled with the principles

of law and order in a civilised country. Yet we all know
that such devices are the certain result of misgovernmeut.

With respect to this particular instance, if the plan be

blameable (I cannot deny tliat I feel it difficult to acquit any
such plan) I feel its authors are not one-tenth part so blame-

able as the government whose contemptuous refusal of what
they have now granted, was the parent and source of the

mischief.'! This is worth looking at.

The Cowper Commission, in February 1887, reported that

refusal by some landlords explained much that had occurred

in the way of combination, and that the growth of these

combinations had been facilitated by the fall in prices,

restriction of credit by the banks, and other circumstances

making the payment of rent impossible.' Remarkable
evidence was given by Sir Redvers BuUer. He thouglit

there should be some means of modifying and redressing the

grievance of rents being still higher than the people can pay.

' You have got a very ignorant poor people, and the law

should look after them, instead of which it has only looked

after the rich.' ' This was exactly what Mr. Parnell had said.

In the House the government did not believe him; in Ire-

land they admitted his case to be true. In one instance

General Buller wrote to the agents of the estate that he

believed it was impossible for the tenants to pay the rent

that was demanded; there might be five or six rogues

among them, but in his opinion the greater number of them

were nearer famine than paying rent.* In this very case

ruthless evictions followed. The same scenes were enacted

elsewhiere. The landlords were within their rights, the conrte

were bound by the law, the police had no choice but to back

Memorial Hall,' Speech at the
July 2«, 1887.

* Report, p. 8, sect. 16.

• Freeman, Jan. 1887.
* Questions 16, 473-5.
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But this was not the bill to which the report of the Com-
mission pointed. The pith of that report was the revision

1887. and abatement of judicial rents, and from the new bill this

vital point was omitted. It could hardly have been other-

wise after a curt declaration made by the prime minister in
the previous August. ' We do not contemplate any revision
of judicial rents,' he said— immediately, by the way, after

appointing a commission to find out what it was that they
ought to contemplate. ' We do not think it would be honest
in the first place, and we think it would be exceedingly
inexpedient.' 1 He now repeated that to interfere with
judicial rents because prices had fallen, would be to ' lay your
axe to the root of the fabric of civilised society.' * Before the
bill was introduced, Mr. Balfour, who had gone to the Irish

oflSce on the retirement of Sir M. H. Beach in the month
of March, proclaimed in language even more fervid, that it

would be folly and madness to break these solemn contracts.^

For that matter, the bill even as it first stood was in direct

contravention to all such high doctrine as this, inasmuch as
it clothed a court with power to vary solemn contracts by
fixing a composition for outstanding debt, and spreading the
payment of it over such a time as the judge might think fit.

That, however, was the least part of what finally overtook
the haughty language of the month of April. In May the

government accepted a proposal that the court should not
only settle the sum due by an applicant for relief for out-

standing debt, but should fix a reasonable rent for the rest

of the term. This was the very power of variation that

ministers had, as it were only the day before, so roundly
denounced. But then the tenants in Ulster were beginning
to growl. In June ministers withdrew the power of varia-

tion, for now it was the landlords who were growling. Then
at last in July the prime minister called his party together,

and told them that if the bill were not altered, Ulster would
be lost to the unionist cause, and that after all he must put

into the bill a general revision of judicial rents for three

years. So finally, as it was put by a speaker of that time,

Hatu. August 10, 1886.
> Ibid. 813, March 22, 1887.

Ibid. 812, April 22, 1887.
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been in close alliance down to that date, considered that a
third course was open, namely liberal concession, stopping
short of autonomy, but upon a careful avoidance of coercion.
Now It became visible that this was a ;nistake, and that in
default of effective conciliation, coercion was the inevitable
alternative. So it happened.
The government again unlocked the ancient armoury, and

brought out the well-worn engines. The new Crimes bill in
most particulars followed the old Act, but it contained one or
two serious extensions, including a clause afterwards dropped,
that gave to the crown a choice in cases of murder or certain
other aggravated offences of carrying the prisoner out of his
own country over to England and trying him before a
Middlesex jury at the Old Bailey—a puny imitation of the
heroic expedient suggested in 1769, of bringing American
rebels over for trial in England under a slumbering statute
<<l Xing Henry viii. The most startling innovation of
ail was that the new Act was henceforth to be the per-
manent law of Ireland, and all its drastic provisions were
to be brought into force whenever the executive government
pleased.! This Act was not restricted as every former law of
the kind had been in point of time, to meet an emergency;
It was made a standing instrument of government. Criminal
law and procedure is one of the most important of all the
branches of civil rule, and certainly is one of the most impor-
tant of all its elements. This was now in Ireland to shift up
and down, to be one thing to-day and another thing to-morrow
at executive discretion. Acts would be innocent or would be
crimes, just as it pleased the Irish minister. Parliament did
not enact that given things were criminal, but only that they
should be criminal when an Irish minister should choose to
say S0.2 Persons charged with them would have the benefit
of a jury or would be deprived of a jury, as the Irish minister
might think proper.

> This vital feature of the bill
was discussed in the report stage,
on a motion limiting the operation of
the Act to three years. June 27, 1887.
Bans. 316, p. 1013. The clause was
i-ejected by 180 to 119, or a majority
of 61.

'

«See Palles, C. B., in Walsh's
case. Judgments of Superior Courts
in cases under the Criminal Lav, and
Procedure Amendment Act, 1887, p.
110.

^m
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along the high demooratio road had brought the commonalty

of the realm since 1882. Among the provuionii that went

into the bill without any discussion in committee were those

giving to the Irish executive the power of stamping an asso-

ciation as unlawful ; those dealing with special juries and

change of the place of trial; those specifying the various

important conditions attaching to proclamations, which lay at

the foundation of the Act; those dealing with rules, procedure,

and the limits of penalty. The report next fell under what

Burke calls the accursed slider. That stage had taken three

sittings, when the government moved (June 30) that it must

close in four days. So much grace, however, was not needed

;

for after the motion had been carried the liberals withdrew

from the House, and the Irishmen betook themselves to the

gralleries, whence they looked down upon the mechanical

proceedings below.

IV

In Ireland the battle now began in earnest. The Irish

minister went into it with intrepid logic. Though very

different men in the deeper parts of character, Macaulay's

account of Halifax would not be an ill-natured account of Mr.

Balfour. * His understanding was keen, sceptical, inexhausti-

bly fertile in distinctions and objections, his taste refined, his

sense of the ludicrous exquisite ; his temper placid and for-

giving, but fantidious, &nd by no means prone either to male-

volence or to enthusiastic admiration.' His business was to

show disaffected Ireland that parliament was her master.

Parliament had put the weapon into his hands, and it was

for him to smite his antagonists to the ground. He made

no experiments in judicious mixture, hard blows and soft

speech, but held steadily to force and fear. His apologists

argued that after all substantial justice was done even in

what seemed hard cases, and even if the spirit of law were

sometimes a trifle strained. Unluckily the peasant with the

blunderbuss, as he waits behind the hedge for the tyrant oi

the traitor, says just the same. The forces of disorder were

infinitely less formidable than they had been a hundred

times before. The contest was child's play compared with
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and priestcraft. But the coarse of affairs was too rapid for

them, the strong harah doses to the Irish patient were too

incessant. The Irish convictions in cases where the land was
concerned rose to 2805, and of these rather over one-half

were in cases where in England the rights of the prisoner

would have been guarded by a jury. The tide of common
popular feeling in this island about the right to combine, the

right of public meeting, the frequent barbarities of eviction,

the jarring indignities of prison treatment, flowed stronger

and stronger. The general impression spread more and
more widely that the Irish did not have fair play, that they
were not being treated about speeches and combination and
meetings as Englishmen or Scotchmen would be treated.

Even in breasts that had been most incensed by the sudden
reversal of policy in 1886, the feeling slowly grew that it

was perhaps a pity after all that Mr. Gladstone had not

been allowed to persevere on the fair-shining path of

conciliation.

V
The proceedings under exceptional law would make an in-

structive chapter in the history of the union. Mr. Gladstone
followed them vigilantly, once or twice without his usual

exercise of critical faculty, but always bringing into effective

light the contrast between this squalid policy and his antici-

patijns of his own. Here we are only concerned with what
affected British opinion on the new policy. One set of dis-

tressing incidents, not connected with the Crimes Act, created

disgust and even horror in the country and set Mr. Gladstone

on fire. A meeting of some six thousand persons assembled
in a large public square at Mitchelstown in the county of

Cork.* It was a good illustration of Mr. Gladstone's habitual

strategy in public movements, that he should have boldly

and promptly seized on the doings at Mitchelstown as an

incident well fitted to arrest the attention of the country.

'Remember Mitchelstown' became a watchword. The
chairman, speaking from a carriage that did duty for a

platform, opened the proceedings. Then a file of police

endeavoured to force a way through the densest part of the

1 On September 0, 1887.
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hastily drawn and unsifted report received by him from

Ireland on Sunday, and without even waiting for any in-

formation that eye-witneues in the Houie might have to

lay before him in the course of the discussion, the Irish

minister actually told parliament once for all, on the after-

noon of Monday, that he was of opinion, 'looking at the

matter in the most impartial spirit, that the police were in

no way to blame, and that no responsibility \ jted upon any

one except upon those who convened the meeting under

circumstances which they knew would lead to excitement

and might lead to outrage." * The country was astounded to

see the most critical mind in all the House swallow an

untested police report whole ; to hear one of the best judges

in all the countiy of the fallibility of human testimony, give

offhand, in what was re,ally a charge of murder, a verdict of

Not Guilty, after he had read the untested evidence on one

side.

The rest was all of a piece. The coroner's inquest was

held in due course. The proceedings were not more happily

conducted than was to be expected where each side followed

the counsels of ferocious exasperation. The jury, after some

seventeen day." of it, returned a verdict of wilful murder

against the chief police officer and five of his men. This

inquisition was afterwards quashed (February 10, 1888) in

the Queen's bench, on the ground that the coroner had

perpetrated certain irregularities of form. Nobody has

doubted that the Queen's bench was right ; it seemed as if

there had been a conspiracy of all the demons of human

stupidity in this tragic bungle, from the first forcing of the

reporter through the crowd, down to the inquest on the

three slain men and onwards. The coroner's inquest having

broken down, reasonable opinion demanded that some other

public inquiry should be held. Even supporters of the

government demanded it. If three men had been killed by

the police in connection with a public meeting in England

or Scotland, no home secretary would have dreamed for five

minutes of resisting such a demand. Instead of a public

inquiry, what the chief secretary did was to appoint s

> Sept. 12, 1887. Han*. 321, p. 327.
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*"
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''''^ °°« »^»°<i' with

Pew ItcL?Se TH^^^^
*'^ "'^^.^« °^ ^--un-

directed by the Pol to exZ
Congregation at Rome we„,

resort to th'e I^anXam^^"%Ief" '' T ''^'' ^
contrary both to natuml ,w }l answered that it was
papal Lri^uS^^^J^^

ronc^'^*^*'^
^'^^"*^- ^^^uying was conclusion, was received in

'nee. 3, 1888. J3b«. S31, p. 916.
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Ireland with little docility. Unwiaely thi cardinals had given

reaioDS, and the reasons, instead of springing in the mystic

region of faith and morals, turned upon issues of fact as to

fair rents. liut then the Irish tenant thought himself a far

better judge of a fair tent, than all the cardinals that ever

wore red hats. If he had heard of such a thing as Jansenism,

he would have known that he was in his own rude way taking

up a {losition not unlike that of the famous teachers of I'ort

Royal two hundred and thirty years before, that the authority

of the Holy See is final as to doctrine, but may make a

mistake as to fact.

Mr. Parnell spoke tranquilly of ' a document from a distant

country,' and publicly left the matter to his catholic country-

men.' Forty catholic members of parliament met at the

Mansion House in Dublin, and signed a document in which

they flatly denied every one of the allegations and implicu-

tions about fair rents, free contract, the land oommiHsiuii

and all the rest, and roundly declared the Vatican circular to

be an instrument of the unscrupulous foes both of the Holy

Seo and of th« people of Ireland. They told the Pope, that

while recognising unreservedly as catholics the spiritual

jurisdiction of the Holy See, they were bound solemnly to

affirm that Irish catholics recognise no rights in Rome to

interfere in their political affairs. A great meeting in the

Phffinix Park ratified the same position by acclamation. At

Cork, under the presidency of the mayor, and jealously

watched by forces of horse and foot, a great gathering in a

scene of indescribable excitement protested that they would

never allow the rack-renters of Ireland to grind them down

at the instigation of intriguers at Romo. Even in many

cities in the United States the same voice was heard. Tlie

bishops knew well that the voice was strongly marked by the

harsh accent of their Fenian adversaries. They issued a

declarr.cion of their own, protesting to their flocks that the

rescript was confined within the spiritual sphere, and that

his holiness was far from wishing to prejudice the nationaUst

roovoment. In the closing week of the year, the Pope him-

self judged that the time had come for him to make known

>May8 1888.
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[to dine and^^sle^rThe Queen
" ^""'^ 9- - Windsor

what embarrassed! « I thour TT '^ *'"*^'" »<>™-

Homer, Apollo, ek tLuZ!!. .'^'':? ^9. - AVorked on
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'^OL. in 2 c

Tablet, Jan. 6, 1888.
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In June (1887) Mr. Gladstone started on a political cam-
paign in South Wales, where bia reception was one of the
most triumphant in all his career. Ninety-nine hundredths
of the vast crowdj who gave up wages for the sake of seeing
him and doing him honour were strong protestants, yet he
said to a correspondent, 'they made this demonstration in

order to secure firstly and mainly justice to catholic Ireland.

It is not aftar all a bad country in which such things take

place.'

It was at Swansea that he said what he had to say about
the Irish members. Ho had never at any time from tlio

hour when he formed his government, set up their exclusion

as a necessary condition of home rule. All that he ever

bargained for was that no proposal for inclusion should be

made a ground for impairing real and effective self-govern-

ment. Subject to this he was ready to adjourn the matter
and to leave things as they were, until experience should
show the extent of the difficulty and the l)e8t way of meeting
it. Provisional exclusion had been suggested by a memb<>r
of great weight in the party in 1886. The new formula was
provisional inclusion. This announcement restored one very

distinguished adherent to Mr. Gladstone, and it appeased the

clamour of the busy knot who called themselves imperial

federationists. Of course it opened just as many new diffi-

culties as it closed old ones, but both old difficulties and new
fell into the background before the struggle in Ireland.

June 2, 1887.— Off at 11.40. A tumultuous but interesting

journey to Swansea and Singleton, where we were landed at 7..'i().

Half a dozen speeches on the way. A small party to dinner. 3.—

A

* quiet day.' Wrote draft to the associations on the road, as niali'I.

Spent the forenoon in settling plans and discussing the lines

of my meditated statement to-morrow with Sir Hussey Vivian,

Lord Aberdare, and Mr. Stuart Rendel. In the afternoon we went

to the cliffs and the Mumbles, and I gave some hours to writing

preliminary notes on a business where all depends on the miinner

of handling. Small party to dinner. Read ('ardiff and Swaiisia

guides. 4.—More study and notes. 12-4J the astonishing prwes-

sion. Sixty thousand ! Theu spoke for near an hour. Dinner at 8,
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two selves. C. h. Terr^t ,20 T^' "' ''^"''''"'''' *" '"''

of Commons. It hasreTCa ?nr
''™*? *« '^^^ «« tbe House

one.
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Ba)K gathering of lieutenants and leading supporters from every
v_V, part of the country. Here is a note of mine :—
1888.

t >1

On the day of the great meeting in Bingley Hall, somebody
came to say that Mr. Gladstone wanted to know if I could supply
him with a certain passage from a speech of Lord Hartington's.
I found him in bis dressing-gown, conning his notes and as lively
as youth. He jumped up and pressed point after point on me,
as if I had been a great public meeting. I offered to go down
to the public library and hunt for the passage; he deprecated
this, but off I went, and after some sear ;i>. unearthed assage,
and copied it out. In the evening I went to dine witix ^. \ before
the meeting. He had been out for a short walk tn the Oratory
in the afternoon to call on Cardinal Newman. He was not
allowed, he told me, to ^ee the cardinal, but he had had a long
talk with Father Neville. He found that Newman was in the
habit of reading with a reflector candle, but had not a good one.
* So I said I had a good one, and I sent it round to him.' He
was entirely disengaged in mind during dinner, ate and drank
his usual quantity, and talked at his best about all manner of
things. At the last moment he was telling us of John Hunter's
confirmation, from his own medical observation, of Homer's re-

mark about Dolon; a bad fellow, whose badness Homer explains
by the fact that he was a brother brought up among sisters
only:—

atrip t ^Cm t,,, furi wirrt KaffiyD^rrvviv.^

Oliver Cromwell, by the way, was an only surviving boy among
seven sisters, so we cannot take either poet or surgeon for gospel.
Time was up, and bore us away from Homer and Hunter. He
was perfectly silent in the carriage, as I remembered Bright had
been when years before I drove with him to the same hall. The
sight of the vast meeting was almost appalling, from fifteen to

seventeen thousand people. He spoke with great vigour and
freedom

; the fine passages probably heard all over; many other

passages certainly not heard, but his gestures so strong and varied
as to be almost as interesting as the words would have been. The
speech lasted an hour and fifty minutes ; and he was not at all

» Iliad, X. 317. See Homer and Homeric Age, lii. 467 n.
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CHAPTER III

1887.

THS SPECIAL COMMISSION

^1887-1890)

Mt Lorda, it appeui to me that the measure is unfortunate in its

origin, unfortunate in its scope and object, and unfortunate in the
circumstances which accompanied its passage ttirough the othar
House. It appears to me to establisb a precedent moat novel, and
fraught with the utmost danger. — Loan Hebschkll.^

Me. Gladstone's ceaseless attention to the many phases of

the struggle that was now the centre of his public life, was
especially engaged on what remains the most amazing of

them. I wish it were possible to pass it over, or throw it

into a secondary place ; but it is too closely connected with
the progress of Mr. Gladstone's Irish policy in British opinion
at a critical stage, and it is still the subject of too many
perversions that affect his name. Transactions are to be
found in our annals where wrong was done by government
to individuals on a greater scale, where a powerful majority
devised engines for the proscription of a weak minority
with deadlier aim, and where the omnipotence of parliament
was abused for the purpose of faction with more ruthless
result. But whether we look at the squalid fraud in which
the incident began, or at the tortuous parliamentary pre-

tences by which it was worked out, or at the perversion of

fundamental principles of legal administration involved in

sending men to answer the gravest charges before a tribunal
specially constituted at the absolute discretion of their

bitterest political opponents— at the moment engaged in

a fierce contest with them in another field— from whatever
point of view we approach, the erection of the Special Com-
mission of 1888 stands out as one of the ugliest things done
in the name and under the forms of law in this island during
the century.

1 House of Lords, August 10, 18f

390



THE FACSIMILE LETTER
891

Inth
^

ing to sV^ZntllVXTZT "' '''' ^"'^•' '°*«'><^- CHAP
and doubtful 8tru^elen„h?\^^°'''''""'°^"*»n their new Itt^'

which old chargeaSsUhef-l.'f"'' °^ articles. 'I ^T-^
served up with fS^ald'^//;'^

^«^^^^ " ''•

tions of crime were almost Z'^inT^'"''''''-
^^^ ^^lega-

by allusion, suggestion fnltVol^Tn'' ''^ "^^^'^ ^^
ingeniously selected pieces If ^''^ combination of
niosaic. Partly from fts exira^^^r * ""^^ *°^ ^^deous
m^ubstence stale, the t^'^^ZZ'^'"'' "^'^^'^ '' ^^
Un the day on whiVh t\Z j- • .

sew .eadin'g of the C^ efoTbrn a""
"^ 5^ **'«" ^ *^«

was 8...0.. On that morninrrAn"; ,«T',
^^'''^'dable bolt

Peared in the newspaper! with a^r^thff'
''''^' *'«^« ^P"

«imile, a letter alleged to be wrL^n *
V*'"'"**'''" "^ ^««-

dated nine days after the mu de„
^' ^" ^r^»- ^ was

and purported to be an aplg^'tlmll' .'^''""" ^^^^
confederate, for having Is I L^r /"^ ^'^ '°"« ^ioI«nt
condemned the murderl, thougrinTrutl th'''''''^"^

^^^"^^
that one of the murdered men Z ^ I ^^ """^^^ *^0"»ht
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BWK thrown into a great ferment. At the political clubs and in
^_^^ the lobbies, all was complacent jubilation on the one side,

1887. »nd consternation on the other. Even people with whom
poUtics were a minor interest were shocked by such an
exposure of the grievous depravity of man.

Mr. Parnell did not speak until one o'clock in the morn-
ing immediately before the division on the second reading
of the bill. He began amid the deepest silence. His denial
was scornful but explicit. The letter, he said, was an auda-
cious fabrication. It is fair to admit that the ministerialists
were not without some excuse of a sort for the incredulous
laughter with which they received this repudiation. They
put their trust in the most serious, the most powerful, the
most responsible, newspaper in the world; greatest in re-
sources, m authority, in |universal renown. Neglect of any
possible precaution against fraud and forgery in a document
to be used for the purpose of blasting a great political
opponent would be culpable in no common degree. Of this
neglect people can hardly be blamed for thinking that the
men of business, men of the world, and men of honour
who were masters of the Times, must be held absolutely
incapable. ^

Those who took this view were encouraged in it by the
prime minister. Within four-and-twenty hours he publicly
took the truth of the story, with all its worst innuendoes,
entirely for granted. He went with rapid stride from possi-
bihty to probability, and from probability to certainty. In
a speech, of which precipitate credulity was not the only
fault, Lord Salisbury let fall the sentence: 'When men who
knew gentlemen who intimately knew Mr. Parnell murdered
Mr. Burke.' He denounced Mr. Gladstone for making a
trusted friend of such a man-one who had 'mixed on
terms of intimacy with those whose advocacy of assassina-
tion was well known.' Then he went further. ' You may
go back,' he said, 'to the beginning of British govern-
ment, you may go back from decade to decade, and from
leader to leader, but you will never find a man who has
accepted a position, in reference to an ally tainted with the
strong presumption of conniving at assassination, which
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1888.

It went on to plead that the statements in the articles were
true in substance and in fact. The action was tried before
Lord Coleridge h July 1888, and the newspaper was repre-
sented by the aavocate who happened to be the principal
law officer of the crown. The plaintiff's counsel picked out
certain passages, said that his client was one of the persons
intended to be libelled, and claimed damages. He was
held to have made an undoubted prima facie case on the
two libels in which he had been specifically named. This
gave the enemy his chance. The attorney general, speak-
ing for three days, opened the whole case for the newspaper

;

repeated and enlarged upon the charges and allegations
in its articles ; stated the facts which he proposed to give in
evidence; sought to establish that the fac-simile letter was
really signed by Mr. ''afnell; and finally put forward other
letters, now produced for the first time, which carried com-
plicity and connivance to a further point. These charges he
said that he should prove. On the third day he entirely
changed his tack. Having launched this mass of criminat-
ing imputation, he then suddenly bethought him, so he said,
of the hardships which his course would entail upon the
Irishmen, and asked that in that action he should not be
called upon to prove anything at all. The Irishmen and
their leader remained under a load of odium that the law
officer of the crown had cast upon them, and decliued to
substantiate.

The production of this further batch of letters stirred
Mr. Parnell from his usual impassiveness. His former de-
termination to sit still was shaken. The day after the
attorney general's speech, he came to the present writer to
say that he thought of sending a paragraph to the news-
papers that night, with an announcement of his intention
to bring an action against the Times, narrowed to the issue
of the letters. The old arguments against an action were
again pressed upon him. He insisted, on the other side,

that he was not afraid of cross-examination; that they
might cross-examine as much as ever they pleased, either
about the doings of the land league or the letters; that his

hands would be found to be clean, and the letters to be gross
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far more intolerable than the scandal that it was to dis-
sipate. The government met the Irish leader with a refusal
and an offer. They would not give a committee, but they
were willing to propose a commission to consist wholly
or mainly of judges, with statutory power to inquire into
'the allegations and charges made against members of
parliament by the defendants in the recent action.' If the
gentlemen from Ireland were prepared to accept the offer,

the government would at once put on the paper for the
following Monday, notice of motion for leave to brinff in a
bill."

"

When the words of the notice of motion appeared in
print, it was found amid universal astonishment that the
special commission was to inquire into the charges and
allegations generally, not only against certain members of
parliament, but also against 'other persons.' The enormity
of this sudden extension of the operation was palpable. A
certain member is charged with the authorship of incrimi-
nating letters. To clear his character as a member of
parliament, Le demands a select committee. We decline to
give a committee, says the minister, but we offer you a com-
mission of judges, and you may take our offer or refuse, as
you please; only the judges must inquire not merely into
your question of the letters, but into all the charges and
allegations made against all of you, and not these only, but
into the charges and allegations made against other people
as well. This was extraordinary enough, but it was not all.

It is impossible to feel much surprise that Mr. Parnell
was ready to assent to any course, however unconstitutional
that course might be, if only it led to the exposure of an
insufferable wrong. The credit of parliament and the
sanctity of constitutional right were no supreme concern of
his. He was burning to get at any expedient, committee or
commission, which should enable him to unmask and smite
his hidden foes. Much of his private language at this time
was in some respects vague and ineffectual, but he was
naturally averse to any course that might, in his own words,
look like backing down. 'Of course,' he said, 'I am not

> Han*. July 12, 1888, p. 1102.
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oil. The attorney general had said of the story of the

fao-simile letter, that if it wax not genuine, it was the worst

libel ever launched on a public man. If the first lord

believed his attorney, said Mr. Pamell, instead of talking

about making a bargain with mo, he ought to have come
down and said, 'The governnient are determined to have

this investigation, whether the honourable member, this

alleged criminal, likes it or not.'*

That was in fact precisely what the government had
determined. The profession that the bill was a benevolent

device for enabling the alleged criminaU to extricate them-

selves was very soon dropped. The offer of a boon to \m

accepted or declined at discretion was transformed into a

grand compulsory investigation into the connection of

the national and land leagues with agrarian crime, and

the members of parliavient were virtually put into the

dock along with all sorts of other persons who chanced

to be members of those associations. The effect was

certain. Any facts showing criminality in this or that

member of the league would be taken to show criminality

in the organisation as a whole, and especially in the political

leaders. And the proceeding could only be vindicated by

the truly outrageous principle that where a counsel in a

suit finds it his duty as advocate to make grave charges

against members of parliament in court, then it becomes an

obligation on the government to ask for an Act to appoint a

judicial commission to examine those charges, if only they

are grave enough.

The best chance of frustrating the device was lost when

the bill was allowed to pass its first reading unopposed.

Three of the leaders of the liberal opposition— two in the

Commons, one in the Lords— were for making a bold stand

against the bill from the first. Mr. Gladstone, on the con-

trary, with his lively instinct for popular feeling out of

doors, disliked any action indicative of reluctance to face

inquiry; and though holding a strong view that no case

had been made out for putting aside the constitutional and

convenient organ of a committe< yet he thought that an

> Hani. July 16, 1888, p. 1495.
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» Hatu. 329, July 23, 1888, p. 263.
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the second reading, no longer left it to the Irish members
to accept or reject ; it now rested, he said, witli the House
to decide. It became evident that the acuter members of

the majority, fully awakened to the opportunities for destroy-

ing the Irishmen which an unlimited inquisition might
furnish, had made up their minds that no limit should be

set to the scope of the inquisition. Boldly they tramped
through a thick jungle of fallacy and inconsistency. They
had never ceased to insist, and they insisted now, that Mr.
Parnell ought to have gone into a court of law. Yet they

fought as hard as they could against every proposal for

making the procedure of the commission like the procedure
of a law court. In a court there would have been a specific

indictment. Here a specific indictment was what they
most positively refused, and for it they substituted a roving

inquiry, which is exactly what a court never undertakes.

They first argued that nothing but a oommis.sion was avail-

able to test the charges against members of parliament.

Then, when they had bethought themselves of further

objects, they argued round that it was unheard of and
inconceivable to institute a royal commission for members
of parliament alone.

All arguments, however unanswerable, were at this stage

idle, because Mr. Parnell had reverted to his original resolu-

tion to accept the bill, and at his request the radicals sittinjj

below him abandoned their opposition. The bill passed the

second reading without a division. This circumstance per-

mitted the convenient assertion, made so freely afterwards,

that the bill, irregular, unconstitutional, violent, as it miafht

be, at any rate received the unanimous assent of the House
of Commons.
Stormy scenes marked the progress of the bill throngli

committee. Seeing the exasperation produced by their

shifting of the ground, and the delay which it would
naturally entail, ministers resolved on a bold step. It was

now August. Government remembered the process by

which they had carried the Coercion bill, and they im-

proved upon it. After three days of committee, they moved
that at one o'clock in the morning on the fourth sitting the



THE TRIBDNAL CPKNED
401

^T. 7a.

chairman should break off .r
question already proposed Lm\TT'- ^"J

^"^'^^'^'^ ^^e chap
put forthwith all the remahl„ f

'""' *''"" «"«««««ively "f

'

Wll to the House. 'kL Zl^'f '^"^' ""' ^^' ^^Po^t the
not reached at the fatrh'our Tndt ^ ^" ^""^'" -»*«
sweeping of all forms of closurlr !i

'""'^ ''^^ ''« «"<*
Wll, resort to the guillotine wa^ deda^d riT'

''' ''"^'*"°"

he urgency of social order in Ireland
*" ^^ .^^^"'''^ ^^

least plausible. No such plea of .!l
^'"^ ^^^'^ ^^'^^ «t

for a measure, which onl^ tw LJ^kT '""^'^ ^ '"^^^^^d
had considered to be of such «

^' the government
the simple rejection of it 1^^ Mr p1'7 '™^-^«°-. that
to induce them to withdraw it" The T .'° ^' ^"^"^^
proffered as a generous conlession tJ T

*''"* ""^^ ^^'^^
uow violentiy forced upon thl ..

"'™^''«' ^««
-night Mr. Gladstone speak of h

''''' ^^^**«- ^eU
of proceedings that het^evtw"! «^'^-^<^"-y -ies

thJr^ltdtnh'eT^^^^^^^^ ^«««' - -tie
days, and rose for the L^.
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BOOK charge placed in the forefront was a charge of conspiracy.
V / > I^"t to call a combination a conspiracy does not make it a
1888. conspiracy or a guilty combination, unless the verdict of a

jury pronounces it to be one. A jury would have taken all

the large attendant circumstances into account. The three
judges felt themselves bound expressly to shut out those
circumstances. In words of vital importance, they said, 'We
must leave it for politicians to discuss, and for statesmen to
determine, in what respects the present laws affecting land
in Ireland are capable of improvement. We have no cowr
mimon to eomider whether the conduct of which they are
accused can be palliated by the circumstances of the time, or
whether it should be condoned in consideration of benefits
alleged to have resulted from their action.' ^ When the pro-
ceedings were over, Lord Salisbury applauded the report as
'giving a very complete view of a very curious episode of our
internal history.' ^ A v^ry complete view of an agrarian
rising— though it left out all palliating circumstances and
the whole state of agrarian lawl

Instead of opening with the letters, as the country ex-
pected, the accusers began by rearing a [-rodigious accumula-
tion of material, first for the Irish or agrarian branch of their
case, tnd then for the American branch. The government
helped them to find their witnesses, and so varied a host was
never seen in London before. There was the peasant from
Kerry in his frieze swallow-tail and knee-breeches, and the
woman in her scarlet petticoat who runs barefoot over the
bog in Galway. The convicted member of a murder club

^
was brought up in custody from Mountjoy prison or Mary-
borough. One of the most popular of the Irish representa-
tives had been fetched from his dungeon, and was to be seen
wandering through the lobbies in search of his warders.
Men who had been shot by moonlighters limped into the
box, and poor women in their blue-hooded cloaks told pitiful

tales of midnight horror. The sharp spy was there, who dis-

closed sinister secrets from cities across the Atlantic, and the

uncouth informer who betrayed or invented the history of

rude and ferocious plots hatched at the country cross-roads

' Report, p. 6. a Sans. 842, p. 1367.
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the league had rather controlled than kindled its ferocity,
and that crime and outrage were due to local animosities
for which neither league nor parliamentary leaders were
answerable.

On the forty.fourth day (February 5) came a lurid gUmpse
from across the Atlantic. The Irish emigration had carried
with it to America the deadly passion for the secret society.
A spy was produced, not an Irishman this time for a
wonder, but an Englishman. He had been for eight-and-
twenty years in the United States, and for more than twenty
of them he had been in the pay of Scotland Yard, a military
spy, as he put it, in the service of his country. There is no
charge against him that he belonged to that foul species
who provoke others to crime and then for a bribe betray
them. He swore an oath of secrecy to his confederates in
the camps of the Clan-na-Gael, and then he broke his oath
by nearly every post that went from New York to London,
""t is not a nice trade, but then the dynamiter's is not a
nice trade either.^ The man had risen high in the secret
brotherhood. Such an existence demanded nerves of steel

;

a moment of forgetfulness, an accident with a letter, the slip
of a phrase in the two parts that he was playing, would have
doomed him in the twinkling of an eye. He now stood a
rigorous cross-examination like iron. There is no reason to
think that he told lies. He was perhaps a good deal less
trusted than he thought, for he does not appear on any
occasion to have forewarned the police at home of any
of the dynamite attempts that four or five years earlier had
startled the EngUsh capital. The pith of his week's evidence
was his account of an interview between himself and Mr.
Parnell in the corridors of the House of Commons in April
1881. In this interview, Mr. Parnell, he said, expressed his
desire to bring the Fenians in Ireland into line with his own
constitutional movement, and to that end requested the
spy to invite a notorious leader of the physical force party in

America to come over to Ireland, to arrange a harmonious
understanding. Mr. Parnell had no recollection of the inter-

1 The common-flense \iew of the
employmeiit of such a man seems
to be set out in the speech of Sir

Henry James (Caasell and Co.), pp
149l^1, and 494-6.
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particularly avoided the subject. So much for the cautious
and experienced man of business.

The natural course would have been now to carry the
inquiry on to the source of the letters. Instead of that, the
prosecutors called an expert in handwriting. The court
expostulated. Why should they not hear at once where the
letters came from ; and then it might be proper enough to
hear what an expert had to say ? After a final struggle the
prolonged tactics of deferring the evil day, aud prejudicing
the case up to the eleventh hour, were at last put to shame.
The second of the two marvellous stories was now to be told.

The personage who had handed the three batches of letters

to the newspaper, told the Court how he had in 1885 com-
piled a pamphlet called Pamelliam Unmasked, partly from
materials communicated to him by a certain broken-down
Irish journalist. To this unfortunate sinner, then in a state

of penury little short of destitution, he betook himself one
winter night in Dublin at the end of 1885. Long after,

when the game was up and the whole sordid tragi-comedy
laid bare, the poor wretch wrote : ' I have been in diflficulties

and great distress for want of money for the last twenty
years, and in order to find means of support for myself and
my large family, I have been guilty of many acts which must
for ever disgrace me.'^ He had now within reach a guinea
a day, and much besides, if he would endeavour to find any
documents that might be available to sustain the charges
made in the pamphlet. After some hesitation the bargain
was struck, a guinea a da>, hotel and travelling expenses, and
a round price for documents. Within a few months the needy
man in clover pocketed many hundreds of pounds. Only
the author of the history of Jonathan Wild the Q-reat could
do justice to such a story of the Vagabond in Luck— a jaunt

to Lausanne, a trip across the Atlantic, incessant journeys
backward and forward to Paris, the jingling of guineas, the

rustle of hundred-pound notes, and now and then p<. 'haps

a humorous thought of simple and solemn people in news-

paper offices in London, or a moment's meditation on that

perplexing law of human affairs by which the weak things

' Feb. 24, 1889. Evidence, vi. p. 20.
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federates in the attack. Though it did not come at once
formally into debate, it exhilarated the opposition, and Mr
Gladstone himself was in great spirits, mingled with intense
mdignation and genuine sympathy for Mr. Pamell as a man
who had suffered an odious wrong.

VI

The report of the commission was made to the crown on
Jebruary 18, 1890. It reached the House of Commons
about ten o'clock the same evening. The scene was curious,
-the various speakers droning away in a House otherwise
profoundly silent, and every member on every bench, in-
eluding high ministers of state, plunged deep and eager into
the blue-book. The general impression was that the find-
ings amounted to acquittal, and everybody went home in
considerable excitement at this final explosion of the
damaged blunderbuss. The next day Mr. Gladstone had
a meeting with the lawyers in the case, and was keen for
action in one form or another ; but on the whole it was
agreed that the government should be left to take the
initiative.

The report was discussed in both Houses, and strong
speeches were made on both sides. The government (Mar. 3)
proposed a motion that the House adopted the report
thanked the judges for their just and impartial conduct, and
ordered the report to be entered on the journals. Mr. Glad-
stone followed with an amendment, that the House deemed
It to be a duty to record its reprobation of the false charges
of the gravest and most odious description, based on calumny
and on forgery, that had been brought against members of
the House

;
and, while declaring its satisfaction at the ex-

posure of these calumnies, the House expressed its regret at
the wrong inflicted and the suffering and loss endured
through a protracted period by reason of these acts of
flagrant iniquity. After a handsome tribute to the honour
and good faith of the judges, he took the point that some of
the opinions in the report were in no sense and no degree
judicial. How, for instance, could three judges, sitting ten
years after the fact (1879-80), determine better than any-



ON THE REPOBT
409

^^'''^'i^'^l1^l''l^'.^''T''l""'' "•" """^ CHAP,
declare it, adoption of th , filn- T °' <^'"""'™» J!'l^
correction? Or of thi, th!, !i, ^ "* '""'°"' I""""" or ^TT^
bm by the Lord, il ISSol^^ttZI""." "' "'"'""»"»
of crime ? Mr. Foster hZ\ a ^ *° ''° *''" *« incre«,e

I-"!, with i„dig„r„ »„i t'rf'r'™ °' "•
minister, a better witness t/mn ^r !i, .' ^^ responsible

with contemporaryS Hoi *^T J"^S^^« '» °° contact
affirm that th^T Landtli of 1881 H ''

^'"u
^" *"*'^°"-'* *<>

in mitigating the condition of Ireland?°A^t*
^'''' '"''''

objection was that-on the deTZy . T*^^''
«°n«l»"ive

selves, rightly made brthem 1? '°" f '^' -""^^^^ *hem-
portions of the ev^ence werT I. T ^°'^ *° ^« ^^^^^^t^al

view.
°^ "^^'^ «°t»fely excluded from their

ofXTtii.*™' rn;fn;s':fr
'--' ^^ --'-' *^-

three. Fi^t, seven of the re«no 7?"u "^''^ ''' «"bstance
with a view of se^ratint i'T ", f^ ^"^ j°^°^^ *t« Ie«gue
was dead, but £ SStone

^'°™ ^"^'*°^- ^he idea
his opinion to deny the mor ?f

"""^""'^ ^'^ ^^^ «'«* in

wa« for an IrishmaC no mo" roffe'"'^ 'I
*'^ ^''^ '' Union

law-officer sitting oppositHo Lm K i''^'*^^''-
«"« ^^^^

'Yes, yes,' Mr. old^n exdiTed "^
"^ ^"'^ '^"" « "«^-

down. I heard you exam^n« ' .^°" ""^^ ''^^« "^^ ^ords
as you felt, of thrgrearst elevT.' "'*°T

'^^ * P«^««*«I.

home the monstrousTuUt of anlrr. ^'^^T'"""^ *° P^«««
moral authority to the Lt „Tn

'"^'^^^0 did not allow

Englishmanhalfar morfcause to "b;"' ^'"i
"^ °P^"^°" *»»«

which that Act was obt^Ld^ ^s it h
'

f''
"^^^"^ ^^

occasion on which Mr Ol^ilof
^Wned, on the only

visit, he had found ^e ^l
^^'^ '^' Commission a

leading Irish Zmhef^'dT"^ ^'"'""^ cross-examining a
of Union between L;Cufd?r^\°' ^™^ °" *^« -^^^

The second finHin„T *"^'' *^«" occurred.

incited t: intiStr',;^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ -mbe™
tion led to crime Th« f^Ti ' V""""^ *^**= intimida-

themselves on he sidfo lawInT ?'' *'^^^ "^"^^ P^-«d
the administratiorand dW not'd

"'" *'''' '^' "°* ^««^«*
aid not denounce tlie party of



410
I'l^ ii:

THE SPECIAL COMMIgSION

i

iiiii:

'ji

I*

k
if

1
I*

1,1,1

1

1890,

physical force. As if this, said Mr. Gladstone, had not
been the subject of incessant discussion and denunciation in
parliament at the time ten years ago, and yet no vote of
condemnation was passed ui)on the Irish members then
On the contrary, the tory party, knowing aU these charges,
associated with them for purposes of votes and divisions •

climbed into office on Mr. Parnell's shoulders; and through
the viceroy with the concurrence of the prime minister, took
Mr. Parnell into counsel upon the devising of a plan for Irish
government. Was parliament now to affirm and record a
finding that it had scrupulously abstained from ever making
Its own, and without regard to the counter-allegation that
more crime and worse crime was prevented by agitation '

It was the duty of parliament to look at the whole of the
facts of the great crisis of 1880-1— to the distress, to the
rejection of the Compen8atio^ bill, to the growth of evictions
to the prevalence of excessive .r.nts. The judges expressly
shut out this comprehensive furvey. But the House was
not a body with a limited commission; it was a body of
statesmen, legislators, politicians, bound to look at the whole
range of circumstances, and guilty of misprision of justice if
they failed so to do. 'Suppose I am told,' he said in not-
able and ::ournful words, 'that without the agitation Ireland
would never have had the Land Act of 1881, are you prepared
to deny that? I hear no challenges upon that statement,
for I think it is generally and deeply felt that without the
agitation the Land Act would not have been passed. As the
man responsible more than any other for the Act of 1881-
as the man whose duty it was to consider that question day
and night during nearly the whole of that session— I must
record my firm opinion that it would not have become the
law of the land, if it had not been for the agitation with
which Irish society was convulsed.'

^

This bare table of his leading points does nothing to
convey the impression made by an extraordinarily fine
performance. When the speaker came to the findings of
acquittal, to the dismissal of the infamous charges of the
forged letters, of intimacy with the Invincibles, of being

* See above, vol. Hi, p. 66.
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tribunal, invented for the purpose, and with no jury; it

allowed them no voice in the constitution of the tribunal;

it exposed them to long and harassing proceedings ; and it

thereby levied upon them a tremendous pecuniary fine.

The report produced a strong recoil against the flagrant

violence, passion, and calumny, that had given it birth ; and
it affected that margin of men, on the edge of either of the

two great parties by whom electoral decisions are finally

settled.



CHAPTER IV

AK IMTEBUC

(iSS9~JS92)

l^B nohtor • .ml to, Um mow objwtt of oompMrion It hiuh.

— Baoow.

At the end of 1888 Mr. Gladstone with his wife and othersof hjs houje was carried off by Mr. Rendel's friendly cire"Naples. Hereto, he told Lord Acton, 'we have been inTucedby three circumstances. First, a warm invitation from he

wefn ; f""'' " ^""'^^ '^°--^' *^- -«-«.-
Cur afin 1 *T "'^'^ ^^' "« ^« °«»^«' Italian nor

fS Mr Str^R TiT"*
^""«»- ^^''^"d^^' °"' kind

dZrr 7v. ;,, /r*^^^ ^" *"*"*"^ °ff"«d to be our con.du or thither and back, to perform for us the great ser^ce

JartL"^ Tr^fr'lf
" *'^ *"P *° Munich and srt!Martm. Thirdly, I have the hope that the stimulatingchmate of Naples, together with an abstention from sl"h

vocal cord," and partiaUy at least restore it.'
^ ^

At Naples he was much concerned with Italian poUcy.

To Lord Granville.

to regard me as not a foreigner, has brought Italian affairs

or Itoly to make enemies for herself beyond the Alps Thou^rh
I might try and keep back this sentimentIn Rome, even my sHenct

think the impolicy amounts almost to madness especially for a
418
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country which carries with her, nestling in her bosom, the * stand-

ing menace ' of the popedom. . . .

To J. Morley.

Jan. 10.— I hope you have had faith enough not to be troubled

aboutmy supposed utterances on the temporal power I will not

trouble you with details, but you may rest assured I have never said

the question of the temporal power was anything except an Italian

question. I have a much greater anxiety than this about the

Italian alliance with Germany. It is in my opinion an awful error

and constitutes the great danger of the country. It may be asked,

' What have you to do with it ? ' More than people might suppose.

I find myself hardly regarded here as a foreigner. They look

upon me as having had a real though insignificant part in the

Liberation. It will hardly be possible for me to get through the

affair of this visit without making my mind known. On thi.^

account mainly I am verging towards the conclusion that it

will be best for me not to visit Bdme, and my wife as it happens

is not anxious to go there. If you happen to see Granville or

Kosebery please let them know this.

We have had on the whole a good season here thus far. Many
of the days delicious. We have been subjected here as well as in

London to a course of social kindnesses as abundant as the waters

which the visitor has to drink at a watering place, and so enervat-

ing from the abstraction of cares that I am continually thinking of

the historical Capuan writer. I am in fact totally demoralised,

and cannot wish not to continue so. Under the circumstances

Fortune has administered a slight, a very slight physical correction.

A land-slip, or rather a Tufo rock-slip of 60,000 tons, has come
down and blocked the proper road between us and Naples.

To Lord Acton.

Jan. 23, 1889.— Rome is I think definitely given up. I shall be

curious to know your reasons for approving this gran rifiuto.

Meantime I will just glance at mine. I am not so much afraid of

the Pope as of the Italian government and court. My sentiments

are so very strong about the present foreign policy. The foreign

policy of the government but not I fear of the government only.

If I went to Rome, and saw the King and the minister, as I must,
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Again, .,e we not to beli,™ i„ the second and

«."is:'„s&',?*'arij's,';.'^ ByOutidanos. Contem-
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third Temples as centres of worship because there was a temple

at Leontopolis, as we are told ? Out of the frying-pan, into the

fire.

When he left Amalfi (Feb. 14) for the north, he found
himself, he says, in a public procession, with great crowds at

the stations, including Crispi at Rome, who had once been
his guest at Hawarden.

After his return home, he wrote again to Lord Acton :—

April 28, 1889.— I have long been wishing to write to you.

But as a rule I never can write any letters that I wish to write.

My volition of that kind is from day to day exhausted by the

worrying demand of letters that I do not wish to write. Every
year brings me, as I reckon, from* three to five thousand new
correspondents, of whom I could gladly dispense with 99 per cent

May you never be in a like plight.

Mary showed me a letter of recent date from you, which re-

ferred to the idea of my writing on the Old Testament. The
matter stands thus : An appeal was made to me to write something

on the general position and claims of the holy scriptures for the

working men. I gave no pledge but read (what was for me) a

good deal on the laws and history of the Jews with only two

results : first, deepened impressions of the vast interest and im-

portance attaching to them, and of their fitness to be made the

subject of a telling popular account ; secondly, a discovery of the

necessity of reading much more. But I have never in this con-

nection thought much about what is called the criticism of the Old

Testament, only seeking to learn how far it impinged upon the

matters that I really was thinking of. It seems to me that it

does not impinge much. ... It is the fact that among other

things I wish to make some sort of record of my life. You say

truly it has been very full. I add fearfully full. But it has

been in a most remarkable degree the reverse of self-guided and

self-suggested, with reference I mean to all its best known aims.

Under this surface, and in its daily habit no doubt it has been

selfish enough. Whether anything of this kind will ever come

off is most doubtful. Until I am released from politics by the

solution of the Irish problem, I cannot even survey the field-
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least attempted with such pleasure and pride as might almost

promise success. I have received much kindness from that extra-

ordinary personage, and what my admiration for his transcendent

abilities was and ever will be, there is no need to speak of. But
I am forced to altogether deplore his present attitude with respect

to the liberal party, of which I, the humblest unit, am still a

member, and as such grieved to the heart by every fresh utter-

ance of his which comes to my knowledge. "Were I in a position

to explain publicly how much the personal feeling is independent

of the political aversion, all would be easy ; but I am a mere man
of letters, and by the simple inscription which would truly testify

to what is enduring, unalterable in my esteem, I should lead

people— as well those who know me as those who do not— to

believe my approbation extended far beyond the bounds which

unfortunately circumscribe it now. All this— even more— was

on my mind as I sat, last evening, at the same table with the

brilliantly-gifted man whom onte— but that ' once ' is too sad to

remember.

At a gathering at Spencer House in the summer of 1888,

when this year of felicitation opened, Lord Granville, on

behalf of a number of subscribers, presented Mr. and Mrs.

Gladstone with two portraits, and in his address spoke of

the long span of years through which they had enjoyed

'the unclouded blessings of the home.' The expression was

a just one. The extraordinary splendour and exalted joys

of an outer life so illustrious were matched in the inner

circle of the hearth by a happy order, affectionate reciprocal

attachments, a genial round of kindliness and duty, that

from year to year went on untarnished, unstrained, unbroken.

"Visitors at Hawarden noticed that, though the two heads

of the house were now old, the whole atmosphere seemed

somehow to be alive with the freshness and vigour of youth

;

it was one of the youngest of households in its interests and

activities. The constant tension of his mind never impaired

his tenderness and wise solicitude for family and kinsfolk,

and for all about him ; and no man ever had such observ-

ance of decorum with such entire freedom from pharisaism.

Nor did the order and moral prosperity of his own home
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hundred— this besides thirty thousand pounds for h
cherished object of founding the hostel and library at Saii

Deiniol's. His friend of early days, Henry Taylor, says i

one of his notes on life that if you know how a man deal

with money, how he gets it, spends it, keeps it, shares it, yo
know some of the most important things about him. Hi
old chief at the colonial office in 1846 stands the test mos
nobly.

in

Near the end of 1889 among the visitors to Hawardei
was Mr. Pamell. His air of good breeding and easy com
posure pleased everybody. Mr. Gladstone's own record i

simple enough, and contains the substance of the affair ai

he told me of it later :—
Dec. 18, 1889.— Beviewed and threw into form all the point!

of possible amendment or changfe in the plan of Irish government
etc., for my meeting with Mr. Pamell. He arrived at 6.30, and

we had two hours of satisfactory conversation ; but he put off the

groa of it. 19.— Two hours more with Mr, P. on points in Irish

government plans. He is certainly one of the very best people to

deal with that I have ever known. Took him to the old castle.

He seems to notice and appreciate everything.

Thinking of all that had gone before, and all that was so

soon to come after, anybody with a turn for imaginary
dialogue might easily upon this theme compose a striking

piece.

In the spring of 1890 Mr. Gladstone spent a week at

Oxford of which he spoke with immense enthusiasm. He
was an honorary fellow of All Souls, and here he went into

residence in his own right with all the zest of a virtuous

freshman bent upon a first class. Though, I daresay, pretty

nearly unanimous against his recent policies, they were all

fascinated by his simplicity, his freedom from assumption
or parade, his eagerness to know how leading branches of

Oxford study fared, his naturalness and pleasant manners.
He wrote to Mrs. Gladstone (Feb. 1) :—
Here I am safe and sound, and launched anew on my university
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tiognwhed wofetT • Ifml ''™»5^ "ember of thi, di».

'M that in the ^^^fiT^^^'^ "" '" '""fo., then
on. «nrtce to the college M, \^™ " '*»" "»<»«red
Oxford in company Xhi"'^

"""""^ "«<"«'!' «d

In 1890 both Ne^an and Linger died.

»«« know enough. Secondly Uhouli^^ r/"'' ^'"'' ' ''»
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acquaintance treated with extraordinary kindness whom it wob
iU become to note what he thinks defects, while the great powe
and qualities have been and will be described far better by othei
Ever since he published his University Sermons in 1843, 1 ha
thought him unsafe in philosophy, and no Butlerian though
warm admirer of Butler. No; it was before 18^3, in 1841 wh(
he published Tract XC. The general argument of that tract wi
unquestionable; but he put in sophistical matter without tl

smallest necessity. What I recoUect is about General Council,
where iu treating the declaration hat they may err he virtual!
says,

'
No doubt they may— unless the Holy Ghost prevents their

But he was a wonderful man, a holy man, a very refined man, an
(to me) a most kindly man.

Of Dr. Dollinger he contributed a charming account to
weekly print,» and to Acton he wrote : —
I have the fear that my Ddllmger letters wUl disappoint you

When I was with him, he spoke to me with the utmost freedom
and so I think he wrote, but our correspondence was only occa
sional. I think nine-tenths of my intercourse with him was oral
with Cardmal Newman nothing like one-tenth. But with neithei
was the mere corpus of my intercourse great, though in D.'s cast
it was very precious, most of all the very first of it in 1846.
With my inferior faculty and means of observation, I have long
adopted your main proposition. His attitude of mind was more
historical than theological. When I first knew him in 1845, and
he honoured me with very long and interesting conversations, they
turned very much upon theology, and I derived from him what
I thought very valuable and steadying knowledge. Again in 1874
during a long walk, when we spoke of the shocks and agitation of

our time, he told me how the Vatican decree^ had required him to

reperuse and retry the whole circle of his thought. He did not

make known to me any general result; but he had by that time
found himself wholly detached from the Council of Trent, which
was indeed a logical necessity from his preceding action. The
Bonn Conference appeared to show him nearly at the standing
point of anglican theology. I thought him more liberal as a

^ Speaker, Aug. 30, 1890.
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would not see that ther7were two h*""? * '''"'**«^^- "«
^ -eatly to know what prl^, ^"'" *°;^« ^-««-- I long

"Adeeming the pledge givInTL Yu""f" "' *^* ^"* *°^«d»
evening of hia L1 to be de"?.

''"'"' *" "*'' ^^''^ *^«

•truction. ... X should h^eca] 2 ^ ' ''''* *''"'°^'^' *'°"-

«> other sense, that is in no sen^ i r
*° '"'*'-^'""^*' ^"^ '»

leaat sign of leaning in thltl^; Jr^"' ' "^^' '^^ ^«

^T, 81

wiSTinltr: dl^^r *° '^'^ ^ -*« - t- of talk

M DoUi, mil, Sunday, Feb. 22, 1891 a , •

eight Mr. and Mrs. Gladstoni, „a •

'

1
^ '^'^ '""•"tes after

three sat down to dinn« a 7, 1?/"°* ''^"'='^' '^^ ^«
^orce,pIent,of

energr^:,.„tve^^t^^^^^^
-^^^'/e was in full

^ pretty wide, yet marvellous to Z ^?^' !^«« "^ ^pics

Wordsworth for'L worTs^aZ,.*
^"°* *^" °°™'"» *^"«8h

of golden hours. I diln^ fi^?, ^T' '**''''"^ °" «»« 4
^e Of Hartley Cole -t^ l^.T^^ ^tL:::'!

^"^^^ * ««^

•And the thronged river toiling to the main.'
Mr a^Yes, a good line

Dante:—
'Su la marina, dove -IPodiscende,
i-er aver pace CO' seguaci sui.'

1

^^'zr^tTZ-T^ -'"«•
»° -"-

" "•'^^ '" "- ""k 1.1. Wbuuo. «»«.

.

Toiling to tte main reoJl,
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dawn, the afternoon bell, the trembling of the water in the
morning light, and the rest that everybody knows.
Mr. <?. -No, I cannot do it By the way, ladies nowadays keep

question books, and among other things ask their friends for the
finest line in poetry. I think I'm divided between three, perhaps
the most glorious is MUton's- [Simehow thi, line slipped frtm
^^^nory, hut the reader might poeeiMy do worms than turn over
Milton m search for hi* finest line.] Or else Wordsworth's—
'Or hear old Triton blow his wreathM horn.' Yet what so
splendid as Penelope's about not rejoicing the heart of anybodv
less than Odysseus?

He talked a great deal to-night about Homer; very confident
that he had done something to drive away the idea that Homer
was an Asiatic Greek. Then we turned to Scott, whom he held to
be by far the greatest of his copntrymen. I suggested John
Knox. 'No, the line must be drawn firm between the writer and
the man of action ; no comparisons there.'

J. M.— Well, then, though I love Scott so much that if any man
choobos to put him first, I won't put him second, yet is there not
a vein of pure gold in Bums that gives you pause ?
Mr. O.— Bums very fine and true, no doubt ; but to imagbe a

whole group of characters, to marshal them, to set them to work
to sustain the action-I must count that the test of highest and
most diversified quality.

We spoke of the new Shakespeare coming out. I said I had been
taking the opportunity of reading vol. i., and should go over it all
in successive volumes. Mr. O.- ' Falstaff is wonderful- one of
the most wonderful things in literature.'

Full of interest in Hamlet, and enthusiasm for it- comes closer
than any other play to some of the strangest secrets of human
nature-what is the key to the mysterious hold of this play on
the worid's mind? I produced my favourite proposition that
Meamre for Measure is one of the most modem of all the plays-
the profound analysis of Angelo and his moral catastrophe, the
strange figure of the duke, the deep irony of our modem time in
It all. But I do not think he cared at all for this sort of criticism.

> Od. xz. 82.
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cL.,°i 'Jr;,:s^

'-* '"to
«.'

•nJ PMiWraMoa, 1«, „« ere for i.!",- ' '' «"»•» iKh

-""tod m to j„,^^, of „Ju^ •
'^' *" • ""« to to

«"•• aU hi, p™„ „d »Z*^ *'"* for th.t „.it„ de-

<^y^ When did th. JL, J^,T" . y*^^ •*™* by Saint,

thi. cnriou. point%„^^ boU. Ming., .nd Acton on

..bBantiation ; h, "«!»1;m ,
"' "°'~^ "• dogna of tnm-

Bjantiam. Har. v™, rji^ r""''^ ""•"«?"«« of

.^ Of B,z.n^I\;rS:'h'*'"*"^^'"°'™'"
Ilot.™ Empir. ,„

"'^ '^•' "• 'mdMfnl . fchn. th.

"To"r-"' "^"--"'-'w "*'*" "
*rO Ofoour... Knlay ha. it dj.

^ th. ,hol. Uud fm^rjf„^f~- ' """tod out to him

PWandprMMt. """»" PluIliellMie oU through
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CHAPTER V

BBBACH WITH MB. PABNBLL

{1890-1891)

FoHnna tttrev ett,—tum quum tplendei/irangltur.— FvatiL. inm.
Brittto like gIsM is fortune,— briglit m light, ud Uwu tlie onuh.

It would have been a miracle if the sight of all the
methods of coercion, along with the ignominy of the forged
letters, had not worked with strong effect upon the public
mind. Dutrust began to creep at a very rapid pace even
into the ministerial ranks. The tory member for a large
northern borough rose to resent ' the inexpedient treatment
of the Irishmen from a party point of view,* to protest against
the 'straining and stretching of the law' by the resident
magistrates, to declare his opinion that these gentlemen were
not qualified to exercise the jurisdiction entrusted to them,
• and to denounce the folly of making English law unpopular
in Ireland, and provoking the leaders of the Irish people by
illegal and unconstitutional acts.'» These sentiments were
notoriously shared to the full by many who sat around him.
Nobody in those days, discredited as he was with his party,
had a keener scent for the drift of popular feeling than Lord
Randolph Churchill, and h- publicly proclaimed that this

sending of Irish members of parliament to prison in such
numbers was a feature which he did not like. Further, he
said that the fact of the government not thinking it safe for

public meetings of any sort to be held, excited painful feel-

ings in English minds.' All this was after the system had
been in operation for two years. Even strong unionist organs
in the Irish press could not stand it.' They declared that if

'Mr. Hanbury, August 1, 1889.
Han$. 330. p. 08.

At Birmingham, July 30, 1880.

« E.g. Northern Whir, February
21, 1889.

426
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^T. 81.

to the opposition. The Ir«h secreta.y with character^candour never denied the formidable extent ™ftTlvictories though he mourned over the evt thl lu^

„nl ^" ,
^°/^®^ seventy-seven constituencies were renresented by forty-seven unionists and thirty liberl. Tyhe l^ginnmg of October in 1890 the unList membe«

; vL Tl r"''"*"*^^^*'
had sunk to thirty-six andthe hberaU had risen to forty-one. Then came the m^tsignificant election of aU.

^'

There had been for some months a lull in IrelandGovernment claimed the credit of it for co rdon ; thl
AcrrStt l'°"! T'^ *° *^« °P«™«- o^ tb LandAct, partly to the natural tendency in such ajritations to
fluctuate or to wear themselves out. and most ofSi rthestrengthened reliance on the sincerity of the English iWalsSudde ,y the country was amazed towards the m ^^e oiSeptember by news that proceedings under the CoercionAct had boen instituted against two nationalist 'eaders, andothers. Even strong adherents of the government an?th^rpohcy were deeply dismayed, when they saw . at afterthree years of it, the dreary work was to b^gin o^er aga

t

irapohtic. In a few days the two leaders would have bee^on their way to America, leaving a half-empty war lestbehind thorn and the flame of agitation burning low. As
» Mr. Balfour at Manchester. Times, October 21, 1889.
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BOOK the offences charged had been going on for six months,
there was clearly no pressing emergency.

1890. A critical bye-election was close at hand at the moment
in the Eccles division of Lancashire. The polling took
place four days after a vehement defence of his policy by
Mr. Balfour at Newcastle. The liberal candidate at Eccles
expressly declared from his election address onwards, that
the great issue on which he fought was the alternative
between conciliation and coercion. Each candidate increased
the party vote, the tory by rather more than one hundred,
the liberal by nearly six hundred. For the first time the
seat was wrested from the tories, and the liberal triumphed
by a substantial majority.i This was the latest gauge of the
failure of the Irish policy to conquer public approval, the
last indication of the direction in which the currents of
public opinion were steadily moving.* Then aU at once a
blinding sandstorm swept the ground.

One of those events now occurred that with their stern
irony so mock the statesman's fore 'ght, and shatter political
designs in their most prosperous hour. As a mightier figure
Wian Mr. PameU remorsefully said on a grander stage, a
hundred years before, cases sometimes befall in the history
of nations where private fault is public disaster.
At the end of 1889, the Irish leader had been made

a party in a suit for divorce. He betrayed no trace in
his demeanour, either to his friends or to the House
of embarrassment at the position. His earliest appear-
ance after the evil news, was in the debate on the first
mght of the session (February 11, '90), upon a motion
about the publication of the forged letter. Some twenty of

tors, admitted that this was the vital
question really before the constitu-
ency, and says generally, ' The elec-
tion, like so many other bye-elections,
has been decided by the return to
their party allegiance of numbers of
Gladstonians who in 1886 ab8ente<l
themselTes from the polling booths.'

» October 22, 1890.
•See Mr. Roby's speech at the

Manchester Reform Club, Oct. 24,Md articles in Manchester Guardian,
Oct, 16 and 25, 1800. The Times
(Oct. 23), while denying the infer-
ence that the Irish question was the
question most prominent in the
minds of large numbers of the elec-
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was sent that he ahnnU „ .

^^^^y- A message

»^e i„u„je stirrer "'^'^''- .^'^'
admirable; firm without ^n^^y! •

"" *P^^*''^ ^^^

freezing, aid uirswerrUe l^^?;?
P^"^*'^*'"^' Signified,

occasion did his aHf i;„
""'" ""'^ ^'^ ^^^ ^**«^

give way.
°^ composure m public or in private

ber 4 :- Fj fear a «^^'n^
^"'^"^ ^" ^^"*« °° Govern-

Parneirs hea^aU I^^r^p^ it'^nt"; t^e
'""* Tman in many respects invaluable 'a the i.ThT

°' '

told by the present writer that th re w;re to„t /
""^

impression that Mr Parn«ll w«„i^
grounds for an

from the new char^L afhAT "°'''^' ^ triumphantly

of the forged letteT' Th«
'"''^''^ ^'""^ *^« ''^^W

and enougVeamrut u^tl ZfirdToftr '^^^^
^

to point to an adverse result
*?* ^*^°^ **»« proceedings

seen m a letter written on that day to me :— ^

lead? wi,o*. «« ij 1.

'lunareas r He carmot continue tolead. What could he mean by his language to voui' Th»P

diocese in the church svnod 2 t ., i
"P«««»ted Ws

wouldr tt si^r " r"V'"°'f"f,""'
»"»p' y-

small rnrlio^, .

"P^n^er. L sent a copy to Harcourt. 6. TA

"bout t.e seou .J.. njirrLi' n,:nn
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hope to inflict on you a talk about Homer and Homerology (as L

call it).

The court pronounced a condemnatory decree on Monday,
November 17th. Parliament was appointed to meet on
Tuesday, the 25th. There was only a week for Irish and
English to resolve what effect this condemnation should
have upon Mr. Parnell's position as leader of one and ally

of the other. Mr. Parnell wrote the ordinary letter to his

parliamentary followers. The first impulses of Mr. Glad-
stone are indicated in a letter to me on the day after the
decree :—

Nov. 18, 1890.—Many thanks for your letter. I had noticed

the Parnell circular, not without misgiving. I read in the P. M. G.
this morning a noteworthy article in the Daily Telegraph,^ or rather
from it, with which I very much agree. But I think it plain that
we have nothing to say and nolJiing to do in the matter. The
party is as distinct from us as that of Smith or Hartington. I

own to some surprise at the apparent facility with which the R. C.

bishops and clergy appear to take the continued leadership, but
they may have tried the ground and found it would not bear. It

is the Irish parliamentary party, and that alone to which we have
to look. . . .

Such were Mr. Gladstone's thoughts when the stroke first

feU.

m
In England and Scotland loud voices were speedily

lifted up. Some treated the offence itself as an inex-
piable disqualification. Others argued that, even if the
offence could be passed over as lying outside of politics, it

1 'That the effect of this trial will
be to relegate Mr. Parnell for a time,
at any rate, to private life, must we
think be asanmed. . . . Special ex-
emptions from penalties which should
apply to all public men alike cannot
possibly be made in favour of excep-
tionally valuable politicians to suit
the convenience of their parties. He
must cease, for the present at any
rate, to lead the nationalist party

;

and conscious as we are of tlie loss

our opponents will sustain by his
resignation, we trust that they will
believe us when we say that we are
in no mood to exult in it. . . . It

is no satisfaction to us to feel that a
political adversary whose abilities

and* prowess it was impossible not
to respect, has been overthrown by
irrelevant accident, wholly uncon-
nected with the struggle in which
we are engaged.'— Daily Telegraph,
Nov. 17. 1800.
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tW w" T°°°u '^ ^^ ^°"'^«°*« °f «q"»Ior and deceit

nWH "^'^ « character in which no trust could everTeplaced agam. In some English quarters all this wL ex

ItTL '1
' '*'??'°* ^"^^^'^"^ *^** -^ Irishmen on fire'I « ndiculous, If we remember what space Mr. Pameu'filled in Irish imagination and feeling, hVw DonularT

mysterious, how invincible he had l^en To Xl%k
because in the first moment of sL^L bewi^^^^^they did not instantly plant themselves in the ud^e^
a? 'take'^Th: "f? """^'^ ^''^"^^-^ ^^^^at stake. The politicians in Dublin did not hesitate Agreat meeting was held at Leinster HaU in DubSL ^„ the

ISot a whif .r of revolt was heard. The chief nationalistnewspaper stood firm for Mr. ParneU's continuance Aeast one ecclesmstic of commanding influence wrsu^postdo be among the journal's most ardent prompters. Ksmce been stated that the bishops were in fact for^bolteof commmation. No lurid premonitory fork or sheriashed

rp^birr °° ^^'^^^^ ''- --^°^ *^-<^- -^ed
Three days aft«r the decree in the conrt, the great English

Sh^ffi,r?r'**r '^^^"^^ '° ^^^'^ ^*« annuaTmeeirng it

1 tftt^^r"'"'"
''~''^- '"^ ''^'y *° * -<l'^««t of mine

me^Mow:?- '" °" ^°"*'°°' ""'' ^^«^*°- -°*« to

JVb«. 19, 1890.- Your appeal as to your meeting of to-morrow

fblL^
'".*'°"^'*- ' '^^^ (^> «>** «^« Wsh avT

of Pamells enormous services-he has done for home rule

we Th! fkT ,

^^ "' "" * P"'**^"'' °^ ^"'"^"^^ d'ffi^'"^
i (•'^) that

hi for ;^; ''1^ ".'. "'°^^' ^'^^ ««P--"y - it« dealers,

must tif 7"^f
^'^^^^i^^ t° «-y to it, that we must be passivemust wa^ and watea But I again and again say to myself

1 should not be surprised if there were to be rather painful mani-festations m the House ou Tuesday. It is yet to I seen wha

£t. 81.
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our Nonconformist friends, such a man as

such a man as will say. ... If I recollect right, Southey's

-, for example, or

1890. ^^-f^ of Nelson was in my early days published and circulated by
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. It would be

curious to look back upon it and see how the biographer treats his

narrative at the tender points. What I have said imder figure

3 applies to me beyond all others, and notwithstanding my prog-

nostications I shall maintain an extreme reserve in a position

where I can do no good (in the present tense), and might by
indiscretion do much harm. You will doubtless commimicate
with Harcourt and confidential friends only as to anything in

this letter. The thing, one can see, is not a rea judicata. It may
ripen fast Thus far, there is a total want of moral support from
this side to the Irish judgment

A fierce current was soon perceived to be running.
All the elements so powerful for high enthusiasm, but
hazardous where an occasion demands circumspection, were
in full blast. The deep instinct for domestic order was
awake. Many were even violently and irrationally im-
patient that Mr. Gladstone had not peremptorily renounced
the alliance on the very morrow of the decree. As if,

Mr. Gladstone himself used to say, it could be the duty
of any party leader to take into his hands the intoler-

able burden of exercising the rigours of inquisition and
private censorship over every man with whom what he
judged the highest public expediency might draw him to

co-operate. As if, moreover, it could be the duty of

Mr. Gladstone to hurry headlong into action, without giving
Mr. Parnell time or chance of taking cuch action of his

own as might make intervention unnecessary. Why was
it to be assumed that Mr. Parnell would not recognise the

facts of the situation ? ' I determined,' said Mr. Gladstone
' to watch the state of feeling in this country. I made no
public declaration, but the country made up its mind. I

was in some degree like the soothsayer Shakespeare intro-

duces into ont- .if his plays. He says, " I do not make the

facts ; I only foresee them." I did not foresee the facts

even; they were present before me.'*

» Speech at Retford, Dec. 11, 1890. Antony and Cleopatra, Act i. So. 2.
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hearts religion and morairhTldTew T' ^'°' ^" ^'^"^^ JL.
joined by „,en accustomeft^'^'ue ^^^^^ ^
political considerations PlatfnL

^"^^ **'*'°^
^'X

men in swelling the whirS pT°.
"° ^"'^ ''''^ P^^P^*'

moral faithfulnL vv. ^^^'0. T"^^
^^^''^^^^^^^ *»d

The reportW everAlt^Ter^Kt ""^
T^'from a constituent, all was in nnf ^ ^ *° * member

-aid, pressed the pomt Tha? T '"^""- ^°"«' ^ ^ ^ave

co-operation impos^bte- otW f TT*^""' ^*»«" "'^de

relying upon p'oli^ai^Lnd^rg ^^^0^'"^^ °^

UndoubLly tievVould hTv
"^ ?°" ""^'^ arguments,

important a'ndTdrri^;;;^Hh^'*
«-« ^'^ ^^e -st

modern Europe Undnnhfi? *"P^*"« 'ioi"?^ of

«hift and deceit' in tlnf^','"™' '^^^ ^^^« fallen into

true as steel n 111 els?^^^^^^^^^^
have yet been

fitted mosaic, and itf J^f ZZ^^Z r?T^^^«re of one piece, or iMeDiin.1,1. i^TTt '"' '»"»
.0 be i„„p^M; t, ,„jr^^«^ ^'^ W."» *e, o„,h.

for OMimtrjr, and whether .11 ttr i. ^ ° humour

ceuld neither be Stoki^ f °°'' °'*™'» ''"«°«<'-

Xl'rrrJ::'^zT''°^'^«r-"^
from the <^r^:Tl\oZZZrZ^l T" *' ~°»
now come All m^ «„

^«»^e mat the time for action has

post-bag was "eavvXT ''I*'
''' ^" "°^««'^-' ^very

than such TpittTelsli-
'"^*""'' "^ ^^«**«^ «°g«ncy

bundle of 1 Set stiU afr T'^'J
'"'^ '^ voluminous

emotions ofTe tim^ L wT^" ^'^^ ^^*'^«- *« the
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BTOK that more were sure to follow, and that this indispensable

>
^

' commodity in elections would become scarcer than ever.

1890. Of the general party opinion, there could be no shadow of
doubt. It was no application of special rigour because Mr.
Parnell was an Irishman. Any English politician of his
rank would have fared the same or worse, and retirement,
temporary or for ever, would have been inevitable. Tem-
porary withdrawal, said some ; permanent withdrawal, said
others; but for withdrawal of some sort, almost all were
inexorable.

ill

IV

Mr. Gladstone did not reach London until the afternoon
of Monday, November 24. Parliament was to assemble on
the next day. Three members of the cabinet of 1886, and
the chief whip of the party,* met him in the library of
Lord Rendel's house at Carltoii Gardens. The issue before
the liberal leaders was a plain one. It was no question of
the right of the nationalists to choose their own chief.

It was no question of inflicting political ostracism on a
particular kind of moral delinquency. The question was
whether the present continuance of the Irish leadership
with the silent assent of the British leaders, did not involve
decisive abstention at the polls on the day when Irish

policy could once more be submitted to the electors of

Great Britain ? At the best the standing difficulties even
to sanguine eyes, and under circumstances that had seemed
so promismg, were still formidable. What chance was
there if this new burden were superadded? Only one
conclusion was possible upon the state of facts, and even
those among persons responsible for this decision who were
most earnestly concerned in the success of the Irish policy,

reviewing all the circumstances of the dilemma, deliberately
hold to this day that though a catastrophe followed, a worse
catastrophe was avoided. It is one of the commonest of all

secrets of cheap misjudgment in human affairs, to start by
assuming that there is always some good way out of a bad
case. Alas for us all, this is not so. Situations arise alike

» Lord Granvilie, Sir W. Harcourt, Mr. Arnold Morley, and myself.
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for mdividuala, for nartip- „„j *
good way out exists, ^ut TnVehotl tt 'T.^'^*'^ °° C«>^^-
worse. Here was one nf Ik

between bad way and v.

that followed the cou4 L^:?f fr"°"" ^^^^ "'-hie"' ^^
the wont of huma'kTnd te t^^^^^^^^^^^

-« '• ^^en, as is

^'•"

surely awaited any other * *^^ "''^^^^^^ that as
Mr. Gladstone always nto^u^.^i

express an opinion of S^^orthlTr^ "''^ '"'' *«
made Mr. Parnell unlit and fn^pot Ue r"'"'^ ?^"

'^^
him that the party would expectTuch a L7V""' '° '^"
h« reputation required that h^.K iA ""'*'°"' <>'• that
-oral censure all his o!t 'what" ^h""' .'" *^"°° ^
man is what is called leader of Tn 1" ^^ *'"**^' '^«««"«« «
him a censor and a judl of flithTJ'

^'^\'^'' ^'^^^^'^^t^

'^ecept it. It would ^ake We i„tj ""IT'f ' ^^" "^^
tenaciously to political ground ''^f?*^^-'

He adhered
years,' Mr. Gladstone jusfly arLd 7" ^'" ^°^ ^°"^
suade voters to support Irfshf!.'

' «°deavouring to per-
«ays to me, " If a ce?Jn th"nt han'"*""^'

^°^ *^« ^^^er
tion of the Irish leaTe^Sp fn 'r"'""'"'''^'

^''^ '«*«°-
not support Irish autor^^-^How'''''''? ^""^^-^ ^'»
work? We laboriously roUed fh? / ^° °" ^*^ *he
top of the hill, and nJw U Ln, ^T '"""^ "^ *« "^e
again, unless Mr. ParneU IsTt' ^ J° *^« bottom
of view of Irish oolicv Ih^ ^ ^°- *^™'n *he point
It would have ten wt' ""^ '''''"*^^^ «nansv^er!ble

dire confusion that afterwrrdr"'"'™"''
^"«" ^^ «" t^e

actually in sieht
,*1™''^« ^^^^^ *« pass had then been

necessa'rily s^' f^^^^t^Lrth'^^^^
independent, and

Mr. ParneU. ^ intention that might be formed by

who^t:ifre:rhar; tin^*^^^ r
'"- '- ^—

.

Mr. Parnell, would exlTall to
"'' '° '"^'"^ ^*«*« -«

«tantial people in IreCrwhn ^° "" ^ ^^''''- S"b-
to home'nzfe at the

" "
ct 7: ^T'^' *° *'''™« ^^^

Britain, would assuredrb^LteV;.^?^ ^" «r«*t
be more resolute than ^ever A

''^' ^"^^"^^ ^«»ld
pleased either the nonconW 1 ™'" ""'^^^ ^^"^^^^ «« he
t^e cathoHc consciennlXd'^t^^^^^ ^"^^^"^^^

ireiana. But the most cynical
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of mere calculators,— and I should be slow to say that this

was Mr. Parnell,— could not fall a prey to such a hallucina-

tion as to suppose that a scandal so frightfully public, so

impossible for even the most mild-eyed charity to pretend

not to see, and which political passion was so interested

in keeping in full blaze, would instantly drop out of the

mind of two of the most religious communities in the world

;

or that either of these communities could tolerate without

effective protest so impenitent an affront as the unruffled

continuity of the stained leadership. All this was inde-

pendent of anything that Mr. Gladstone might do or might

not do. The liberal leaders had a right to assume that

the case must be as obvious to Mr. Parnell as it was to

everybody else, and unless loyalty and good faith have no

place in political alliances, they had a right to look for his

spontaneous action. Was unlimited consideration due from

them to him and none from him to them ?

The result of the consultation was the decisive letter

addressed to me by Mr. Gladstone, its purport to be

by me communicated to Mr. Parnell. As any one may

see, its language was courteous and considerate. Not

an accent was left that could touch the pride of one who

was known to be as proud a man as ever lived. It did

no more than state an unquestionable fact, with an inevit-

able inference. It was not written in view of publication,

for that it was hoped would be unnecessary. It was written

with the expectation of finding the personage concerned in

his usual rational frame of mind, and with the intention of

informing him of what it was right that he should know.

The same evening Mr. McCarthy was placed in possession

of Mr. Gladstone's views, to be laid before Mr. Parnell at

the earliest moment.

m::

Ml:l

'1 CarWon Garden*, iVou. 24, 1890. -MydearMorlet.—Having
arrived at a certain conclusion with regard to the continuance, at

the present moment, of Mr. Pamell's leadership of the Irish party,

I have seen Mr. McCarthy on my arrival in town, and have inquired

from him whether I was likely to receive from Mr. Parnell himself

any communication on the subject. Mr. McCarthy replied that he
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Park, Mr. P„„el,. ^ICZ,^':^::^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^
responsibility, had spontaneously wriZ I^ T^ "^^ °'

take the Chiltern Hundreds an nff u *' ""^ "^"'^^ ^
Which I thought it«TXVd:^r

""'^ *° ^^- ''— but one

Pl^^otht^oerijeredltrr^^^^^^^^^ '- *''•

thearrange^entsforthetrel;^^^^^^^^^^
to acquaint Mr. McCarthy with thetl 1

"'"" t<vmorrow,

all the .eans of observationtd XIT^^^
"'*"'' *'**' """«

self arrived. It was that noJj^V . "^ ^''"' ' bad my.
«ndered by Mr. plelftoT **"^'"» *^« ^P'^"'^''^ «"-*««•

present moment in ^11^^??; ^^ """''"'^"'=« *' *be

quences disastrous i^^he^h^^^^^^^
^ P'"""*"'^* °^ •'°»««-

I think I may be CrZ^tl^''''' *' *'' ''^"'^ °^ J«l'«»«i-

conclusion iLe^ It, ^tLrthi:t " "^"'^ *^«

speak of would not only rface ™«n k .?
**** continuance I

the Irish cause in a^£„ T^ \*"*^ '"'^ «ff«««-« «ends of

render my retenti::fTlJ^:'XVt:e^^^^^^
it has been mainly upon theTrl^rol of tl t

.'"*^' ^"^^ "
a nullity. I,.is expWionS^^^:;!w "dmT ''""*
to regard as confidential, and Zt^nd^T^'- ^f^^^^
generally, if he found tha Mr P^eutt ^ " "°"*^««
action; but I also be..«J^fW 1. ,

'^"t^'^Plated spontaneous

I-ty/at thJirtee^^Hc^Llt'^l^^^^^^
conclusion, if he shoul/findXMr.P^r,'*^^^^^ -» -7
tion any step of the nature indicat^ 1'! !^> '" "°°*'°'P''^

Mr. McCarthy should be unablerf"
"** ^ ^°''' ^ «*««

a« I undersJnd you^ "l^^^
through another channel qJ^u v

"* ''P*"*"^ to-morrow

you to'make knotTMr PriVl":"7' "^ °^"^^' ' ^^
have stated in the earliriZf .. ,

"^""'^^ '*«*^^' ^^'''b I

best to put it in ter^lr .^"
^'"''- ^ ^»^« ^bought it

desiredLi l;Tthi„tf
''"'^' """^ ^ ^ ^^""^ have

Of the situatio" I^s^^ti: m^'^^^f
*'^ ^^^"^"' -*-

public duly has n^adeT Cb, ;rn"t::lTr^ '^'^^ "^
your good feeling, tect, and juW Bi;i

"'^ '°*"^'^ °^

yours,
J "^™^"t. — Believe me sincerely

W. E. Gladstone.

^T. 81.
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No direct communication had been powible, though every
effort to open it wao made. Indirect information had been
received. Mr. Parnell's purpose waa reported to have shifted
during the «eek since the .leoree. On the Wednesday he
had been at his stiffe-t, proudest, and coldest, bent on holdincr
on at a 1 cost. He thought he saw a way of getting some-
thing done for Ireland; the Irish people had given him a
commission; he should stand to it, so long as ever they
asked him. On the Friday, however (Nov. 21), he appeared,
BO I had been told, to be shaken in liis resolution. He hud
bethought him that the government might ixissibly seize
the moment for a dissolution; that if there were an im-
mediate election, the government would under the circum-
stances be not unlikely to win ; if so, Mr. Gladstone might
be thrown for four or five years into opposition; in other
words, that powerful man's pa^ in the great international
transaction would be at an end. In this mood he declared
himself alive to the perU and the grave responsibUity of
taking any course that could lead to consequences so
formidable. That was the last authentic news that reached
us. His Irish colleagues had no news at all. After this
glimpse the curtain had fallen, and all oracles fell dumb.

If Mr. Gladstone's decision was to have the anticipated
effect, Mr. Parnell must be made aware of it before tlie
meeting of the Irish party (Nov. 25). This according to cus-
tom was to be held at two o'clock in the afternoon, to choose
their chairman for the session. Before the choice was made,
both the leader and his political friends should know the
view and the purpose that prevailed in the camp of their
a lies. Mr. Parnell kept himself invisible and inaccessible
alike to English and Irish friends until a few minutes
before the meeting. The Irish member who had seen Mr.
(xiadstone the previous evening, at the last moment was
able to deliver the message that had been confided to him.
Mr. Parnell replied that he should stand to his guns. The
other members of the Irish party came together, and, wholly
Ignorant of the attitude taken by Mr. Gladstone, promptly
and with hardly a word of discussion re-elected their leader
to his usual post. The gravity of the unfortunate error
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Mr. Parnell's leave, layT he T?^"' ^''^ °' ^•^'»«"' .JL
ating public ultimatum Th^fon

''"'"'* *°*^ * ^"•»»^>-

on the following day and thl T . i^'
^^ *^°'»'"» »« to'^n

a communication tUe ^1 P t
""""* "'"''"'^ ^^-

It was agreed at n^y^^yZ'^T^' °" ''"«'«^'-' »°-n^-
night (November 23^ tCi I ^fk„

" '""'""^ °» 8""«^y
Tuesday Woon wL:f«lSl\t'"rra:^ ''^ ^^ ""
on my seeing him before the party Tt M^u^""^

''''''

or a little later, on that day I^L7^
At half-paat eleven,

.

emissary that he could not rea'ch h"frifd « TZ""" ^C i'''in ,nteT,reting this. It meant that Mr Pa^eifhL' y^his mmd to fight it on*- »»,»* ,.
^*™e" had made up

ha guessed that my wth tol7V " "' '"•^'* "^"P*' *»>»'

view mean mischief and that hT ^?. """* '~™ ^^« Po^n* of

ehainnan before the ^«t1 ouT'T P 'Jk
^^'"*'°" *»

hour also entirely in the dark rd so ^erfa'uh"T '' *'''

hers of the Irish party supposed 1 L t
°^^^' °^'™-

confidence. WhenTVLh^ST « """^ '° ^'- P"°«"'«

lobby was alive wtrtte.!, T ' ''"'* *^«' ^^^^^^ the

oi-nlng of a seJo^' «*
d m^ iwfl

"'"^"°" '^^"^^ ** *^«

talking to a group of his L^ds He1"%" *"' *'"' °' '*'

cordiality. ' I am very sorT' t ".V*"' ^^''^^"i '^'th much
an appoTntmen,"burrS,^: T id'^not

' 7'' "°* '"^'^

nntf! I came down to the House L 1 ^'* ^°"' "«««^»«

asked him to come round wUhI' tomX t"^'"
^^^^ '

we went along the corri^n, k ,
Gladstone's room. As

the party ha^d tZ::^^:^^^! ^"^^r
^' ^'^ ^'^^

the sunless little room I told hi^
,*'™*°- ^hen we reached

election was overTr' I W.
""^ ""'^ *° ^«" that the

which might Ll honed tn
'
r"'"'^"*"^" *° "^'^^ to him



440 BREACH WITH MR. PARKELL

;*

1890,

to him Mr. Gladstone', letter. As he listened, I knew the look
on bii face quite well enough to «» that he was obdurate. The
conversation did not laat long. He «ud the feeling against hiu.

r™L'!r 'V!^''l'
""^ "'""^'^ •"'" P"'- I "?»«! that

he might know Ireland, but he did not half know England ; that
It was much more than a storm in a teacup ; that if he set British
feeling at defiance and brazened it out, it would be ruin to home
rule at the election

; that if he did not withdraw for a tin.e, the
storm would not pass

; that if he withdrew from the actual leader-
ship now as a concession due to public feeling in this country.
th« need not prevent him from again taking the helm whennew circumstances might demand his presence; that he could
very well treat his reflection as a public vote of confidence by
Ji8

party; that, having secured this, he would sufiFer no loss of
dignity or authority by a longer or shorter period of retirement.
I reminded him that for two year, he had been practically absent
from active leadership. He answered, in his slow dry way. that

stick to tHTT*" *'V;*""'
*"*' "^ '"^ "-^^ "P ^'^ "^-d to

stick to the House of Commons and to his present position in his
party, until he was convinced, and he would not soon be con-
vmced, that it was impossible to obtain home rule from a British
parliament

;
that if he gave up the leadership for a time, he should

never return to it, that if he once let go, it was all over. There

IZ^ .Tk
*^"!'°° '" ^'^ '^'' '"^ » conversation of the

^ nth I'" ^""'^'^ '^^ ^^ *^"'«*' """^ ^^' '««'•«'"«"* -oi-WM unshaken. He was paler than usual, and now and then a

gamed by further parley, so I rose and he somewhat slowly did

to leave -Mr Gladstone will have to attack me. I shall expect
tbat. He wiU have a right to do that' So we parted.

I waited for Mr. Gladstone, who arrived in a few minutes.
It was now four o'clock. « Well ?' he asked eagerly the moment
the door was closed, and without taking off cape or hat. ' Have
you seen him?' «He is obdurate,' said I. I told him shortly
what had passed. He stood at the table, dumb for some instants,
looking at me as if he could not believe what I had said. Then
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Relucfntlyh. yielded, and we wenT^lt IT'''" ^* * "*"«'

pre^ntly Joined u. on Ihe i: h::^ ^tofd^rrr
"*"°"'*

waa by and by decided that th« u«! T .1 " *'*' °«*»- I*

".hed. Mr. 01«i.tone eh nght ttr^^^^^^^^
be -mediately pub-

Parnell of thi.. There he wJ^t l^t "'
°°'"' ''"''"" *^'-

•»iUng, in hi. usual place on Se L^T , "T"*' P'"^' '^"'

Jobby, and «nt .ome^Tto1.^1 .
^°"^- ^ •''"'* »°to '-'

we took three or fourZ-^'h^lobr T ,?"' "* '''*"•• '-'

thought right, under the new etut^t;:"
*°'' '*" *'"' '* ^' -

«>e pre., .ye,, he «.id IrbH i^ ,'"' ''' '^"^ ^^^

concern of hi., 'I think Mr OUi. f,
^'^ °° ParticuUi-

t^. it Will put hi. "tZ^T^rZy"^ ''''' -"''' " ^°

the newspaper. afS^t d '^ni^^dt^^^^^^
«"« °'

p.^-occupied countenance. 'Te we^ Vr!^ * '"7^*"°^
vengeance,' wid Mr. Gladstonl T^ P«^cupied with a
Taking I could no h«n I^ t'-

""^ '^*° ^'^'^^ ' ^a.

^ .king^about Po^uU td^^^^^^^^ A
"^"''' ^^^« ^ '

«ngle creature in the Hou!ri'^J\'"'"'°'*' ^^"« «^"7
-d that i. an ZooZol^^^t:^ ""/'"^ °"'^'

Armenia or Portugal' New- nf?K^ ,.*""* '™" «»t'^"

««nt to the repoSr. ah^.?
°^*^^^«**«'•• '^hich had been

Member. hur„Tt?elSte«t' f*:;!^'. ^'^^^ «P-ad.
if the .tory of the letter we^*^^e Thetbr'"*"

*° '^'^

hy one of thow straniwi nn^^ • V . / ^^'®* ^^'^ seized

clamour of the S^k Exchrr"' '' "*''^- ^^^'^^ ^^e

tJ'erei. little nouTbut the Zurlr
""*"''^*^ ^^^"^-'

pace the corridor, n counle.^nd ! ° '« Profound. Men
to another, listening traLTraleo^^^^^^^

""' '"" """^ ^"°*
^tailing a rumour fake on the fL« TT"* "^'^*^^
fflonstrou. hypotheses L - , • . °^ '*» ^'^ ^volring

Thi., howeverwa. no c^m™ ^ "• °"'^'^^^ occurrence.^er, was no common crisi. of lobby or gallery.
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One party quickly felt that, for them at least, it was ai

affair of life or death. It was no wonder that the Irisl

members were stirred to the very depths. For five year
they had worked on English platforms, made active friend
ships with English and Scottish liberals in parliament am
out of it, been taught to expect from their aid and alliance
that deliverance which without allies must renjain out o:

reach and out of sight ; above all, for nearly five years the3
had been taught to count on the puissant voice and stronj
right arm of the leader of all the forces of British liberalism
They suddenly learned that if they took a certain step in

respect of the leadership of their own party, the alliance
was broken off, the most powerful of Englishmen could
help them no more, and that all the dreary and desperate
marches since 1880 were to be faced once again in a blind
and endless campaign, against the very party to whose
friendship they had been taught to look for strength,
encouragement, and victory. Well might they recoil. More
astounded still, they learned at the same time that they
had already taken the momentous step in the dark, and
that the knowledge of what they were doing, the pregnant
meanings and the tremendous consequences of it, had been
carefully concealed from them. Never were consternation,
panic, distraction, and resentment better justified.

The Irishmen were anxious to meet at once. Their leader
sat moodily in the smoking-room downstairs. His faculty
of concentrated vision had by this time revealed to him
the certainty of a struggle, and its intensity. He knew in

minute detail every element of peril both at Westminster
and in Ireland. A few days before, he mentioned to the
present writer his suspicion of designs on foot in ecclesias-
tical quarters, though he declared that he had no fear of
them. He may have surmised that the demonstration at

the Leinster Hall was superficial and impulsive. On tlie

other hand, his confidence in the foundations of his

dictatorship was unshaken. This being so, if deliberate
calculation were the universal mainspring of every states-
man's action— as it assuredly is not nor can ever be— he
would have spontaneously withdrawn for a season, in the
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.mother dlrecti,,,,. H,l„f„ .'""'", "'" ""''"'S '"

ti. -end., i,.;,uJ^:,;7;, :x;r";, 7:,t°'^
"••'

1:1: h?
""•

r'l""
*= ^'«^«^ - »it t: -tzHiioum he surrender his nositinn . „ i 1 > ,

^

impulses of defiance that canie naturallv tn 1 f
"

to dash into tife Zst he wh^l« f T^'T^'^
Passionately

PoSafL'rZ^'"''
*'' ™°°*'^ °' ^'^«™^^ 18«5 ™y wholepoht cal hfe has been governed by a supreme regard to the Irish

IT7- f K
''"^ ""''' ' "^^y -^' °^ *»>-« five, wrhave l^ nengaged m laboriously rolling up hill the stone of Sisyphus MrPan,e I's decision of yesterday means that the stonffs "„

br^Ikaway from us and roll down again to the bottom of the hill Imr ' *'' ^'^" "'•'"» "^^'^ «'^P-l- It was daring perhaps to beg,n, at the age I had then attained, a procelThth^W.XS obvious must be a prolonged one
*

w eks of the age at whu,h Lord I'uln.er.ston, the n.arvol of .Llia--ntary longevity, suceumlH-d, and to contemplate my accom l'

^
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ing the cause of home rule to its probable triumph a rather long
course of years hence, would be more than daring; it would be

1890. presumptuous. My views must be guided by rational proba^
bihties, and they exclude any such anticipation. My statement
therefore, that my leadership would, under the contemplated
decision of Mr. Pamell, be almost a nullity, is a moderate state-
ment of the case. I have been endeavouring during all these
ysars to reason with the voters of the kingdom, and when the
voter now tells me that he cannot give a vote for making the
Mr. ramell of to^y the ruler of Irish affairs under British
sanction, I do not know how to answer him, and I have yet to ask
myself formally the question what under those circumstances is to
be done. I must claim entire and absolute liberty to answer that
question as I may think right

Mv. 28. 1890. -The few following words afford a key to my
proceedings in the painful business of the Irish leadership.

It was at first my expectation, and afterwards my desire, that
Mr. Pamell would retire by a perfectly spontaneous act As the
likelihood of such a course became less and less, while time ran on
and the evidences of coming disaster were accumulated, I thought
It would be best that he should be impelled to withdraw, but by
an influence conveyed to him, at least, from within the limits of
lus own party. I therefore begged Mr. Justin McCarthy to
aco aaint Mr. Pamell of what I thought as to the consequences of
his continuance; I also gave explanations of my meaning, indud-mg a reference to myself; and I begged that my message to Mr.
Pamell might be made known to the Irish party, in the absence
of a spontaneous retirement.

This was on Monday aftemoon. B«t there was no certainty
either of finding Mr. Pamell, or of an impression on him through
one of his own followers. I therefore wrote the letter to Mr.
Morley, as a more delicate form of proceeding than a direct com-
munication from myself, but also as a stronger measure than that
taken through Mr. McCarthy, because it was more full, and be-
cause, as It was in writing, it admitted of the ulterior step of
immediate publication. Mr. Moriey could not find Mr. Pamell
until after the first meeting of the Irish party on Monday.
When we found that Mr. McCarthy's representation had had no
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effect, that the Irish party had nof h„n„ • *
Morle/a noting i^no^J'^JZ^'^''^;"^'^' ^' **"* ^'- ^HAP.
wise without result it at nLT ^ ^ "^ ^*"«' ^"^ like- V.

tot^r^„^*rirjrt '--> »•""-
.nd ornament, but the dmn^L

•••

5T '"" "' ''""rio

ch^ged M. gmJ:S"t'vr *s„''r!;
"=

his visit at Hawarden in th^ •

revealed to hira during

future scheme 7ZLT IITTJ'''''^'^'^ *^** - »
cut down from 108 to 32 land f r'"^^^^ ^""^^ be
the competency of the Iri h 1 .

*« ^^ withdrawn from
of the constabVary ;oi d biT^^

'""^ *^« «o'»t-l

authority for an indeS n^-^^'T"'*
*° *^« ^^P^^^l

have to find the minev aTl1h«T ' ^nu"^^'
^^^^^'^d would

tion of self-gove^rnt ; M^^^^^^^^
''''''^^^ *-»-

an attempt on my part J r;;-;'^*««t«°« was matched by
before, to'seduce^ Irfs" pTrty Info"'^* T-'^

^ '^^ ^^^«
liberal government, and thi/„tLtLT/''^^^^^

^'"" ^" *

Panied by a despairing avowTthat th! k"'/*'
'°'^''"-

tenants must be flung^veZard T„ .k"^'''*
'^'"''^

English leaders intended 7. ir ?
''*^®^ '^*^'i«' ^be

Parnell stood b^tweln 1 ^7 '^^'"'^ ^'^««' ^"^^ ^r.

«» .waken thTl^tt rf 1 °^ °"'° *" i^^ " ThU w»,

^m those fo,cr„f ,1;" '"rr* ""j '» ""« '» uf,

--n.™a,e.h.„tt^tth:c:aT;^.i:f
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action, and in which men feel the ground and discover the
leanings of one another's minds. No single proposal was
made, no proposition was mentioned to which a binding
assent was sought. Point? of possible improvement in the
bill of 1886 were named as i.aving arisen in Mr. Gladstone's
mind, or been suggested by others, but no positive con-
clusions were asked for or were expected or were possible.
Mr. Parnell quite agreed that the real diflRculty lay in find-
ing the best form in which Irish representation should be
retained at Westminster, but both saw the wisdom and
necessity of leaving deliberation free until the time should
come for taking practical steps. He offered no serious
objection on any point ; much less did he say that they
augured any disappointment of Irish aspirations. Apart
from this denial, men asked themselves how it was that
if Mr. Parnell knew that the, cause was already betrayed,
he yet for a year kept the black secret to himself, and
blew Mr. Gladstone's praise with as loud a trumpet as
before ?» As for my own guilty attempt at corruption in

proposing an absorption of the Irish party in English politics
by means of office and emolument, I denied it with reason-
able emphasis at the time, and it does not concjrn us here,
nor in fact anywhere else.

VI

We now come to what was in its day the famous story
of Committee Room Fifteen, so called from the chamber
in which the next act of this dismal play went on.' The
proceedings between the leader and his party were watched
with an eagerness that has never been surpassed in this

kingdom or in America. They were protracted, intense,

dramatic, and the issue for a time hung in poignant doubt.
The party interest of the scene was supreme, for if the
Irishmen should rally to their chief, then the English
alliance was at an end, Mr. Gladstone would virtually close

' On the day after leaving Hawar-
d*n Mr. Parnell spnke at Liverpool,
calling on I^ancaslure to rally to their
'grand old leader.' 'My countrymen
rejoice,' be saiil. for we are on the
safe path to our leRltlniate freedom
and our future prosperity.' Decem-

ber 10, 1889.
" See Tftp Parnell Split, reprinted

from the Tiinex in lSi)l. Kspecially
also The Stnry ofBoom 15, by Dniial
Sullivan, M.R.the accuracy of which
seems not to have been challenged.
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all group themselves afreT ^t^^V^ ^^''"^"^ ^o«ld ^ v^"^"

one important unionist, 'we mav
."'

I
'^ *!"'"*'' ^^^^^

positions.' Either wav th? ^ '''^ ^''^^ *° ^'^^^e our
its head in Ireland: J'd the slrot r/^f

"'^ "°"^^ --
concentrated nationalism tulT^^Jfi^^^^^^^^

^"^
personal interest was as vivirl «« fk , •

*** ^'^'^^^ The
of a man of infinite b^dne^ ^^^^^P^^f^^'- the spectacle

i-esource, with the will anTntiH ff**"' '^^t^'eness, and
fortune and challen^ng aIwLf /^"^'^f

** ^^^ with
the famous Ninth TherSidoTwf « 'u

®°™« *^^^^«d of
by inch the fierce St „?g^^Xt!nH^f^^^^^^^^ '^"^'^^ ^-^
talked of the old mad^disco^S of / /". Z"''^"

^^^«™
face of the Roman beforHhe waHs'tf' T' 'I""'^'^"

'"^

great veteran of English nolil- i ^, ^
Jerusalem. The

astounded at a preterfaTuX ^Juv Jo' "t ^''"^
^'^'^

of public life could furnish him no p^i :[ "i,f
«^^*^y--

looked on, some with the same inlT,^: ^ '"^^ P"^^i«
days have made them reSh a toT. *'* ^""'^ ^" «"«i^«t
with glee at the mortTficItron of n r'. 1 ^'^^^^^"'^

'
°tJ^"-«

again with honest disr^^^^^^^ °PP°«««ts ; others

ignoble rout of a benSnt poHc^ "''"' *° '« *^«

Men on a raft in a boilW Tl^' "P°" ^'^^ P°i°t of view.

l-i.les deportment a^d t,fe Zl^''^
"'"'*'"^ *° *^'°^^ «f

of fact, even hostile judgesXTrnd"""''- ^^ ^ '""^'^^

case was ever better opened wf^K ?^ ""'" ^^'^^^ ^^^^t no
tl'a" in the three speeches mid' ' T"'

"' ^^''^"''^

Sexton and Mr. H^aW o„ the onW' ^T'
^""^ ^^^ ^^*-

on the other. In grav.tv ln> "' ""** ^^'- ^^^^™"»J
that good faith whi!i i the f?' /""*' Perception, and
^I'"ri,nu debate, the pa Jiamenr

''"' '^ '^'^^'"^^ ^'"'^

"^ all of the firs ordef SoTi '"*'' ''^"^'^'^^^ t='^'n

'•""^J- It was not ,;n.n
^'^^ ™°'' P^^' things con-

patience, that words sometimes
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flamed high. Experience of national assemblies gives t

reason to suppose that a body of French, German, Spanisl
Italian, or even of English, Scotch, Welsh, or America
politicians placed in circumstances of equal ezoitemen
ai-ising from an incident in itself at once so squalid and s

provocative, would have borne the strain wiih any moi
self-control.

Mr. Parneli presided, frigid, severe, and lof^y, 'as ifsai
one present, it were we who had gone astray, and he wer
sitting there to judge us.' Six members were absent i

America, including Mr. Dillon and Mr. O'Brien, two of th
most important of all after Mr. Parneli himself. The atti

tude of this pair was felt to be a decisive element. At firsi

under the same impulse as moved the Leinster Hall meet
ing, they allowed their sense of past achievement to closi

their eyes ; they took for gra^ted the impossible, that reli

gious Britain and religious Ireland would blot what ha(
happened out of their thoughts ; and so they stood for Mr
Parnell's leadership. The grim facts of the case wen
rapidly borne in upon them. The defiant manifesto con
vinced them that the leadership could not be continued
Travelling from Cincinnati to Chicago, they read it, madt
up their minds, and telegraphed to anxious colleagues h
London. They spoke with warmth of Mr. Parnell's services,
but protested against his unreasonable charges of servility
to liberal wirepullers; they described the 'endeavours to

fasten the responsibility for what had happened upon Mr.
Gladstone and Mr. Moriey ' as reckless and unjust ; and
they foresaw in the position of isolation, discredit, and inter-

national ill-feeling which Mr. ParneU had now created,
nothing but ruin for the cause. This deUverance from
such a quarter (November 30) showed that either abdication
or deposition was inevitable.

The day after Mr. Parnell's manifesto, the bishops came
out of their shells. Cardinal Manning had more than once
written most urgently to the Irish prelates the moment the
decree was known, that Parneli could not be upheld in

London, and that no political expediency could outweigh
the moral sense. He knew well enough that the bishops in



THE IRISH BISHOPS ^g

tops. He had also writteHo R
^"^T '™'" *''« ^»°"»e-

-id Mr. GladstoneX he ^r^' ' u
-'^ ' "°* *«" ^o"''

'that the Pope would nolhavTl'oVti;: I'""
*° "*'^'

ments on his side '
' ' W« j,o I ,

® *®° command-
telegraphed to one of The IrUh t'' *° **'*'' ^^- ^«l«h
^tr«sting that the pa:^;t^u'^,^^^^^^^

(^-ember 80).
silence and reserve are hfiin„^ u

^* ^"'" considerate

'All sorry for PameU ' M^ '^"honestly misinterpreted.'

bishop ofVhei-a L*t^'^P^^'* ^^- ^"^^'^ the Arch,
one was-'but stUl in ri'

^^'''°'^' '"«h™«° ^^ ever
and wuh^ood^rir^trdr^^^^^^ ^Th^r ^"^1^

election secured, hoie'l^e^rIfrr ** ^^"^''^

alliance will be dissolved, elect^^i^e Irish !
°°* '''''«'

damaged if not wholly broken un hi T*^ "'"''""^y

postponed, coercion perpetuated ?• fT '"^^ indefinitely

crushed, and the DubK! '
""^'* ^^^'^^t* hopelessly

and o^er^a^^Z^^r^^'''''^''' Manifesto f,a^

but many of the flock had aJ^ ""^ "'"P''*"*' «"°"«h,
before the pastors sr^ke tI A nT''""^ '^'^^'^^
wrote (Dec 2): .^i'- L,^;-

^roke, Mr. Gladstone

part within our linerand If ''"'" *° ^''"^ ^°°e 0"^
I am as unwilling ^ Mr Jarnr?"" J

''' ^^^^^^ >*«««•

an interference from wUh^u^T
"""" *'°"^*^ ^«' *<> "^^^

than I do for the rde7ende„ce Jfrr^'^ "°" «*°""y
well as for its unity.'

*''" '"^^ °''*'«°»1 Party as

A couple of days later (Deo 2^ « ^- • •

Room Fifteen upon'a moLi ^ade^' ^rrrnlS' *t"
'"^

to postpone the discussion until thevc;.,^
;"*''''*'

views of their constituf^nf. Ta 1^ ^ ascertain the

was past -idnight Thet;rrl ^'".T',
'" ^"^"''- '^

lamps and candles pSedTon tt' ^
"^ ^'*'' '^ * ''"

-re than half in shX 'm" ZuTtS'r .'''''''': ""
^-rni^^in.e gloom, held a ;Sl^r5r^

Sr.81
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his hand, and he put the question in cold, unmoved tone
The numbers were 29 for the motion— that is to say, f(

him, and 44 against him. Of the majority, many had bet
put on their trial with him in 1880; had passed months i

prison with him under the iirst Coercion Act and suffere
many imprisonments besides ; they had faced storm, obloqu^
and hatred with him in the House of Commons, a plac
where obloquy stings through tougher than Hibernian skins
they had undergone with him the long ordeal of the thre
judges; they had stood by his side with unswerving fidelit
from the moment when his band was first founded for it

mortal struggle down to to-day, when tiiey saw the fruits o
the struggle flung recklessly away, and the policy that ha(
given to it all its reason and its only hope, wantonly brough
to utter foolishness by a suicidal demonstration that m
English party and no English feader could ever be trusted
If we think of even the least imaginative of them as hauntec
by such memories of the past, such distracting fears for the
future, it was little wonder that when they saw Mr. Parneli
slowly casting up the figures, and heard his voice througli
the sombre room announcing the ominous result, they all

sat, both ayes and noes, in profound and painful stillness.
Not a sound was heard, until the chairman rose and said
without an accent of emotion that it would now be well for
them to adjourn until the next day.

This was only the beginning. Though the ultimntc
decision of the party was quite certain, every device of
strategy and tactics was meanwhile resolutely employed to
avert it. His supple and trenchant blade was still in the
hands of a consummate swordsman. It is not necessary to
recapitulate all the moves in Mr. Parnell's grand manoeuvrr
for turning the eyes of Ireland away from the question of
leadership to the question af liberal good faith and the
detaUs of home rule. Mr. Gladstone finally announced
that only after the question of leadership had been disposed
of— one belonging entirely to the competence of the Irish
party— could he renew former relations, and once more
enter into confidential communications with any of them.
Thci ^as only one guarantee, he said, that could be of any
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^^^^^'^t^^^^^ fa. CH.P.

obviou. to all the Sd uTplZuT'^''''''- ^^^ -««
»nd the members knew it but tJ r^"

'* ^"" «"«"»»»'

convince their countrymen Jl th T>' ''''' ^^^^^
ance with every hin7W^f 7,^^ «*hau8ted compli.

Pamell. only oijet^Xartirr '^'' "^"« ^'^•

to carry the battle over froTw: °"'"'' ''«"««' «"d
buoyant and dangerourch^LTr'"'^'^' *° '^^^ ^o^e
The majority resisted «!l

**™°«Phere of Ireland.

that Mr. krnelrCauI;irf-;^''°"" the evidence
openly abusing his posUiom^ •

^'°^ ^'*^ ^'^^'^ *"d
of Friday (Defember^) Mr Ltr^T'iu ""^ *'« «^«»-^
Mr. Parnell after the last irt™

'""^ ^'- ^^^'^ ^^«t ^
stone. They urged him totr^T"" ^'°'» ^'^ ^lad-
tbe case. He replL L. K ^ *^" P^'^'" necessities of

f!^er. The ne^TiT^Jt;^ Dermber't ^^
"^^'^ *° --

b"n. He informed them that h^ ^ ^^ '^*"''"«d *«

would not allowhim to ret're
'"' ?""""'".''? **^ ^'^^^^

majority would not endure Wh.JZ/"''"''* ^™ *^«* ^he
day, and would withdraw A«t ^^ "[f

''° beyond that

to shake hands, 'if Uis t^ hi !{
1*' ^'^ ^^™^" -'«J^«d

Bhook hands, aid then wen.
^^'^ *^"«-' ^hey all

action.
'° ''^°* °"«« «»«re to the field of

"ften before and since bJT'^ '"'^ ^'«°'der as has
-n. The tension atl^", ^7" " *'' ''^"" «^ ^--
impassive bronze of Mr Parn,n

^'^"°,/° '"" "P°° ^^e

-de any pretence of the TelmTtf f.""' T '°"^«^
broke in upon one speaker Zr.u^ f *^* *'^**'"- ^e
flash of rage ho snaSd 1 ^" ^°^^ ^^'^^^^ J« «
hand. Thf hours wore ata/clT "" T'''' ^P-'^"'^
confounded, and thrcoLlI^' ?°" °"^^' ^^^^'^^ ^^orse
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bitteraeai, and indignity, and he would therefore luggest
that those who were of the same mind should withdraw.
Then he moved from the table, and his forty-four colleague*
stood up and silently followed him out of the room. In
silence they were watched by the minority who remained, in
number twenty-six.i

VII

A vacancy at Bassetlaw gave Mr. OUdstone an oppor-
tunity of describing the grounds on which he had acted.
His speech was measured and weighty, but the result
showed the effect of the disaster. The tide, that a few weeks
before had been running so steadily, now turned. The
unionist vote remained almost the same as in 1886; the
liberal vote showed a falling off of over 400 and the unionist
majority was increased from 296 to 728.
About this time having to go to Ireland, on my way back

I stopped at Hawarden, and the following note gives a glimpse
of Mr. Gladstone at this evil moment (Dec. 17) :

I found him in his old comer in the ' temple of peace.' He was
only half recovered from a bad cold, and looked in his worsted
jacket, and dark tippet over hij shoulders, and with his white,
deep-furrowed face, like sorce strange Ancient of Days: so differ
ent from the man whom I had seen off at King's Cross less than
a week before. He was cordial as always, but evidently in some
perturbation. I sat down and told him what I had heard from
different quarters about the approaching Kilkenny election. I
mentioned X. as a Pamellite authority. 'What,' he flamed up
with passionate vehemence, 'X. a Pamellite! Are they mad,
then ? Are they clean demented ? ' etc. etc.

I gave him my general impression aj „.> the future. The bare
idea that Pamell might find no incons derable following came
upon him as if it had been a thunder-clap. He listened, and
catechised, and knit his brow.

1 The cam for the change of mind
which induced the majority who had
elected Mr. Pamell to the chair less
than a fortnight before, now to depoee
him. was clearly put by Mr. Sexton
at a later date. To the considerations

adduced b^ him nobody has ever
made a serious political answer. The
reader will find Mr. Sexton's argu-
ment in the reports of these proceed-
ings already referred to.
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a divided l„]«d. AnyU.ingt^;/"t "^^.^'^ ^^^^^ than
'*'• "'

f*r a. she i, concerned.
"" *" ^'«'»"'l divided, go

Mr. O.— Basaetlaw looks a« if »-
For me that i. notice to quit K^l ? ^°'"^ "^"^ *« ^S**-

ay age would be impoBsibl* '

;

;*"**'" ^""^ years' agitation at

^,^-1 cannot p'::>^» to~r;::;^^^^^^^
precious dissensions men should hJ "* '•"* °' **»«»«

those who were with u^ Vould n
""8*^'«^. or that even

a little. ^ ^''"^'^ "°^ "^»''« »P their minds to wait
I said what there wan t/» iw. j *

•!»., in hi. word. Z r.f N^,
~''.'" ''•"•"•• P»i« .f ™.

,

night h.™ „«d. up hi. „°,d a,^ K i '"• •» eoi that h.

««n,.d quit, Mtougeou. to Mr G l!?,.^'- """' ""'»»
it^ .v.r ^t^^pJeu,,";;^'

"" >» «°«11 not .upp<« «,„

th. old .torjr. Engli.htal°r ''"'"""'"•'• "i-

Mr. G. then «M „„ .Jsii ^ "°'' '" "'""""y- • .

»< hi. talk -TpI:, « :f.tZ'
°' ''r" "' -°'»°-'-»

l»..«.on at a,, «„, „ ,fc, ,,^J ^ «" *• 8.n.nU p.,i.,„j

"»' '"Ori " to the constabulary and in2 "" '"'"^»"'

« number of point. alten,.ti„
*" '°»«'«'' only p„,

« « .peaking to hin,.!!? 1 Ju
™ ^' j"? " "f,"™-'.

i" -nid,

"en .ooner than I h»i e^pa-tei.
" *" "^ "'<»«





MKIOOOrr MKNUnON TBT CHART

(ANSI and ISO TEST GHAUT No. 2)

1.0

1.1

u

112

IM

mRi

125 lu

A /1PPUED IM/GE Ine
165] Coat Main Stn*l
RochMtw, Nm Yorti 14«0« USA
(7I») 4«2 - 0300 - Phm
(711) 2aa - i -Fm



I -•,

)

"ill

Llf

''

i i*

t

f'.n

1890.

154 BKBACH WITH MB. PABNEIiL

Mr. G.— Do you recall anything in history like the present

distracted scenes in Ireland?

J. M.— Florence, Pisa, or some other Italian city, with the

French or the Emperor at the gates?

Mr. O.— I'll tell you what is the only thing that I can think

of as at all like it. Do you remember how it was at the siege of

Jerusalem—the internecine fury of the Jewish factions, the

ZTXairat, and the rest— while Titus and the legions were marching

on the city

!

We went in to luncheon. Something was said of our friend
,

and the new found malady, Renault's disease.

J. M.— Joseph de Maistre says that in the innocent primitive

ages men died of diseases without names.

Mr. O.— Homer never mentions diseases at all.

J. M.— Not many of them die a natural death in Homer.

Mr. O. — Do you not recollect where Odysseus meets his mother

among the shades, and she says :
—

OSre rtf oiv fioi roDirot iwiiXvOey . , .

iWd lu <r6t re irbOot ai rt fiilSta, ipalSi/i 'OSvo'veC,

J. M.— Beautiful lines. IL6$oi such a tender word, and it is

untranslatable.

Mr. O.— Oh, desiderium.

' Quia desiderio sit pudor aut modus
Tam carl capitis.'

"

J. M.— The Scotch word 'wearying' for somebody. And
Sehnsiteht.

Then Mr. G. went off to his library to hunt up the reference,

and when I followed him, I found the worn old Odyssey open at

the passage in the eleventh book. As he left the room, he looked

at me and said, ' Ah, this is very different stuff for talking about,

from all the wretched work we were speaking of just now.

Homer's fellows would have cut a very different figure, and made

short work in that committee room last week !
' We had a few

more words on politics. ... So I bade him good-bye. . . .

> Od. xi. 200. ' It was not sickness kindness, this it was tliat broke tlie

that came upon me ; it was wearying heart within me.'
for thee and thy lost counsels, glo- * Hor. Cam. i. 24.

rious Odysseus, and for ah thy gentle

la-rtjHjl



SEVERE ORDEAL 455

In View of the horrors of dissension in Ireland, well-rneamng attempts were made at the beginning of theTelr

eturS f"' r "°^«-^-'i-^- The Iri!h memCsreturning from America where the schism at home hadquenched all enthusiasm and killed their operatiormade
heir way to Boulogne, for the two most important ImongU.em were hable to instant arrest if they wer'e found in thfLn tedKingdom. They tlxought thatMr. Parnell was reallvdesirous to withdraw on such terms as would ^v hisTelf"^

waThP r.
^''^

T'^ P^^^^ ^«^-^'- *hat before gi^^gway he had secured a genuine scheme of home ruleSome suspicion may well have arisen in their mini whena strange sug.gestion came from Mr. Parnell that thriiS
stabulary and the other points. He had hardly given suchhappy evidence of his measure of the sanctit/oVpoli

S

;rrZr^d rrfaVe-t::xr'^•. .^'^ --

toTinri^'id"
th: ti^-;zz':z

erne sensibihty and his abhorrence of personal contentionev r p.«sed. Yet his facility and versatility of mood wasunimpaired, as a casual note or two of mine may show :

-

... Mr. G.'s confabulation [with an Irish member! proved to

about to issue a manifesto in which he would make all manner of

back of the chair; he seemed considerably perturbed, pale and

the po,nt« of the matter in hand (a motion for appropriating all

e ilr r'' r °' *'^ ^^^^*' brigh?est,'and mostdehghtfu speeches m the world -the whole House enjoying itconsumedly. Who else could perform these magic transitLL.
Mr. G. came into the House, looking rather anxious; gave us

Z^7l ""T T'T "^*' *'^ '"^^ '^^^^''^^ '
-' - the

Zlll i ? .
'^^ ^'' ^'^ ''''''''''' °f condolence with theSpeaker on the death of Mrs. Peel- the closing phrases admirably

JEt. 81.
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chosen, and the tones of his voice grave, sincere, sonorous, anc
compassionate. When he sat down, he resumed his talk witl
H. and me. He was so touched, he said, by those ' poor wretches
on the deputation, that he would fain, if he could, make some
announcement that would ease their unlucky position.

[A question of a letter in reply to some application prompted
by Mr. Parnell. Mr. Gladstone asked two of us to try our hands
at a draft.] At last we got it ready for him and presently we
went to his room. It was now six o'clock. Mr. G. read aloud in
full deep voice the letter he had prepared on the base of our short
draft. We suggested this and that, and generally argued about
phrases for an hour, winding up with a terrific battle on two
prodigious points: (1) whether he ought to say, 'after this state-
ment of my views,' or 'I have now fully stated my views on
the points you raise'; (2) ' You wiU dmbtleM concur,' or 'probably
concur.' Most characteristic, inoat amazing. It was past seven
before the veteran would let go— and then I must say that he
looked his full years. Think what his day had been, in mere
intellectual strain, apart from what strains him far more than that— his strife with persons and his compassion for the unlucky Irish-
men. I heard afterwards that when he got home, he was for once
in his life done up, and on the following morning he lay in bed.
All the same, in the evening he went to see Antony and Cleopatra,
and he had a little ovation. As he drove away the crowd
cheered him with cries of 'Bravo, don't you mind Parnell!'
Plenty of race feeling left, in spite of union of hearts

!

No leader ever set a finer example under reverse than
did Mr. Gladstone during these tedious and desperate pro-
ceedings. He was steadfastly loyal, considerate, and sym-
pathetic towards the Irishmen who had trusted him ; his
firm patience was not for a moment worn out ; in vain a
boisterous wave now and again beat upon him from one
quarter or another. Not for a moment was he shaken

;

even under these starless skies his faith never drooped.
'The public mischief,' he wrote to Lord Acton (Dec. 27,
1890), 'ought to put out of view every private thought.
But the blow to me is very heavy— the heaviest I ever
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^0 t/". Morley.
Haviarden, Dec 9^ icon a-

ing, the KilLuny poll 1^ WhT T'^**' '"^^^"^ *^'« ™«™-
great effect in IrelL" alTho f !

'^' '''^- ^* ^'" ^ave a

and yet sad enough to think f},of I '^ * ^^^*^ gain

;

*o..H be eitherC.a .."Lt iT
""T"'" °' "" ™''"

learn how the toriea roted.
"'°" """Mi-S to

1 petum your enclosure. t k... • ,

your leave, on keeping a copy of a ptl ZTT'
"*'"* "'"^

do I differ from you. I ^oidd rih t T °"' Proposition

see it Parnellite.
*^'' '"" ^'^'^"'^ ^»»°ited than

I think that as the atmosphere is ouiet for fh.
better give ourselves the benefit of a Httllrl.

"°"'"* "' ^'"^

tion. Personally, I am hard hi! Mylr^ ^^^^^
enough as matters stood six weeks Jn w "^^^ '^*"°»

»ew situation I cannot telT But 1^ .^Z '' ""^ '^^^ ^» *»»«

for a moment to theTar!^^:" ou«clk T
" "'''' ^^^^ ^""-«

any harking back inTmat^^ l/h'" "*T'^^
"""^"^'^ *°

think, freed from fJ,/
^°™® ™^«' ^e are now, I

Ireland; dfvisLTand Tor" '"'" °' ^^^''^^ ^^ ™-*- -
the wor;t we have t^ fear '^IT'^' " ''""^^''"^ ^--'^
vague is to rally ourTe veshv '"i

"'"' '''"' *" '" ^ "^^ «**"

by and on behaff of
"

^rtvT .T"^
^^^^^^"°" ^^^^^^ "P

the best sou.e to loo^'l^frert::X^ ^^^ ^°"^^ ^

To Lord Acton.
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day have to consider in one shape or other what ought to be said
by myself or others. . . . I consider the Parnell chapter of politics
finally closed for us, the Briti. \ liberals, at least during my t-me.
He has been even worse since the divorce court than he was in
it The most astounding revelation of my lifetime.

To J. Morley.

Hawarden, Dec. 30, 1890.— I must not longer delay thanking
you for your most kind and much valued letter on my birthday—
a birthday more formidable than usual, on account of the recent
disasters, which, however, may all come to good. If I am able to
effect in the world anything useful, be assured I know how much
of r< is owed to the counsel and consort of my friends.

It is not indeed the common lot of man to make serious
additions to the friendships which so greatly help us in this
pilgrimage, after seventy-six y^ars old; but I rejoice to think
that in your case it has been accomplished for me.

i '

H, 4

vni

A few more sentences will end this chapter in Mr. Glad-
stone's life. As we have seen, an election took place in th^
closing days of December 1890. Mr. Painell fluug himseli
into the contest with frantic activity. A fierce conflict ended
in the defeat of his candidate by nearly two to one.i Three
months later a contest occurred in Sligo. Here again, though
he had strained every nerve in the interval as well as in the
immediate struggle, his candidate was beaten.^ Another
thre-^ months, then a third election at Carlow,— with the
same result, the rejection of Mr. Parnell's man by a majority
of much more than two to one.3 It was in vain that his
adherents denounced those who had left him as mutineers
and helots, and exalted him as 'truer than Tone, abler than
Grattan, greater than O'Connell, full of love for Ireland as
Thomas Davis himself.' On the other side, he encountered
antagonism in every key, from pathetic remonstrance or
earnest reprobation, down to an unsparing fury that savoured

» December 23, 1890. « April 3, 1891. a July g, 1891.
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of the ruthless factions nf »,« o •

ever, n
., oo:^l:^JZiiJ'' ^"'^^^^ ^^™- --

»ofth after rzxc^:^^^-^::::^^-^ -a
--

who could not forget It °h«rK 7? '^''^ Englishmen

fellow-workers, tho^ thev 7 ^^ ^'' '^ ^°"^ ^'^^^ h'«

attack, these were dark aL 7''
i

'l""
'^' '"^^'^ ^^ ^^^

lamentable chapter is to be ? , "n"^
^*^«- ^^ ™«™

of aimless and ulLl 1 '° '" ^'^^ ^^"^-^^^d scroll

up the history of Ireland iT ^"'
T'" ^^ ^' *^«>- ™«de

lastspeech thit M^^ttU trmTdV^:Z/T ^'^

Newcastle-on-Tvne in I..I,r ihgi T ,
'" England was at

about the liberal elrsL'h T ^' '''''' *^« «'^ «*«^3^

but one ^hom he trustei A f""
" f^ *^"* '^''' --«

more than ten month" aftr M "^ ""'f'
^^""'^ "«* '""^^^

the Veiled ShaZ /tdf" ":^ tTe""^^^
"*>^ °^^^"«^

learned that Parnell was no'more'
"'"'' '"*' *'^ "«^^^

siZTr-in^,^;r '""^-^^"^ ^^ (*• -^^ ^^). and^ been
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OunvM autem ineptiarum, qua sunt innumerabilM, hand iciam
an nulla ait major, quam, ut iUl sclent, quocnnque in loco,
quoscunque inter homines visum est, de rebus aut difficlUimis
aut non necessariU argutiasime disputare.— Cicbho.

Of all the numberless sorts of bad taste and waut of tact, perhaps
the worst is to insist, no matter where you are or with whom
you are, on arguing about the hardest subjecte to the full pitch
of elaboration and detail

'

We have seen how in 1889 Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone cele-
brated the fiftieth anniversary of one of the most devoted
and successful marriages that ever was made, and the
unbroken felicity of their home. In 1891, after the shadows
of approachmg calamity had for many months hung doubt-
ftilly over them, a heavy blow fell, and their eldest son died.
Not deeply concerned in ordinary politics, he was a man of
many virtues and some admirable gifts ; he was an accom-
plished musician, and I have seen letters of his to his father
marked by a rare delicacy of feeling and true power of
expression.

' I had known him for nearly thirty years,' one
friend wrote, 'and there was no man, until his long illness,
who had changed so little, or retained so long the best
qualities of youth, and my first thought was that the greater
the loss to you, the greater would be the consolation.'
To Archbishop Benson, Mr. Gladstone wrote (July 6):-
It is now forty-six years since we lost a child,' and he who

has now passed away from our eyes, leaves to us only blessed
recollections. I suppose all feel that those deaths which reverse
the order of nature have a sharpness of their own. But setting

* Vol. i. p. 3S7.
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this apart, there is nothinjj lackini^ f^ „= •

or divine. I can only wish t' I „ LI"
"°'"°^**'°°'' human chap.

have been his father
"^ ^'"^' ^''' "°^°'% to V'

To me Lt wrote (July lO) ; _

..... f..i w. „„,h. ., ,„, „™,t 2,^ :r"
""•,'""'

l>y sympathy with the „ife „hos. „„ki ^ u
""'Klvm

had h«o,.. like .„ .„«„MeXu1 H
°^'"°* ""'"<'•

withthevoid. Th. «ief „,1'm '""""""""""f"™

Th»gh .ith ab.tem.nt of le p,,^''^ '^r J"'
"""'"»'"«

without many amonir !,„ • , '
™^ ^°° *>as not been

. p.« Ofc ira^r: rai^jrr ;[, rt-
'"'-^

terrible enemy was lod«.<l in t>.« ,

^ " '^'^ *'"« *he

and „„,ie>diiI^.^. ««"!:/ °°'j "" "•""^
his mental and mwarf lite intoot ah'

"'' "'"'*'""
h"m«., a. .eU a, divine comXion sj^^,

'"°" '"«"' '"•

..«. more eo„,p,e„o„a„ thTC ^T^'i" •"T

.h.n I We been a. olJ^t^ .^'to^e'^r'/urtte d"""^""*tions of God for v*Bffl..^» •

=•!'«»», with the dispensa-

....ahe„^;m°rXf or;:f TtM "
"""-^ '"^' -"

hearts, I will onlv sav wJ,lf t 7 ' °'°"^°* °^ breeding

the motives akewithoulff ^^ ^°" "*" '° consideration of

i^ttoni OfLXrrwtn^rtTetur :^^
-"'^ ^- -«

befall you or those whom you love you and H
* '"'"

immeasurable consolation of be^LvLrwith Jw^
""' ^^"^ *''

JJ^eito rairbe^r -r --- -r;t: -i^^

-St. 82.
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All thif language on the great occaaions of human lif
was not with him the tone of convention. Whatever th
synthesis, us they call it,— whatever the form, whatever th
creed and faith may be, he was one of that high and favourtM
houseJiold who, in Emerson's noble phrase, 'live from a jrrea
depth of being.'

Earlier in the year Lord Granville, who so long had beei
his best friend, died. The loss by his death was severe
As Acton, who knew of their relations well and from within
wrote to Mr. Gladstone (April 1) : --

There was an admirable fitness in your union, and I had been
able to watch how it became closer and easier, in spite of so much
to separate you, in mental habits, in early affinities, and even in
the form of fundamental convictions, since he came home from
your budget, overwhelmed, thirty-eight years ago. I saw all the
connections which had their root.in social habit fade before the one
which took its rise from public life and proved more firm and more
enduring than the rest.

n
In September he paid a visit to his relatives at Fasque

and thence he went to Glenalmond— spots that in his
wnacious memory must have awakened hosts of old and
dear associations. On October 1, he found himself after
a long and busy day, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, where he had
never stayed since his too memorable visit in 1862 i Since
the defeat of the Irish policy in 1886, he had attended the
annual meeting of the chief liberal organisation at Notting-
ham (1887), Birmingham (1888), and Manchester (1889)
This year it was the turn of Newcastle. On October 2, he
gave his blessing to various measures that afterwards came
to be known as the Newcastle programme. After the shock
caused by the Irish quarrel, every politician knew that it
would be necessary to balance home rule by reforms expected
in England and Scotland. No liberal, whatever his par-
ticular shade, thought that it would be either honourable
or practical to throw the Irish policy overboard, and if there

> See above, vol. ii. p. 76.
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other hand, after five "earsof 't.
"

t"
"'""^' ^'^ *^-

ti- IrLsh case, to i,JZtUe ^1""''""'' ^^^^°""" '-

demands for an indeli„4 Li f"^ '"'" ""^ ^^^ ^«rious
absurd.

"''•' *'"« ^°"ger, would have been

<1:t. 82.

Ill

In the eighties Mr. Gladstone grew intn .1 . •

with one who had for manv vearl jf . ?
'°'^ Wendship

in the House of Co,nm"r«^r™tTf "l
"^'^ «"^P°^^-

ever showed him devotio^ Tn "^ ^""•^"«- ^'^^Y
unselfi«h than did Mr ACitsrad flT'r^^

'^^'^'^ -^
the parliament of 1880 down tl thl T .

"' "'" ^^^''^ °^
the middle of December 189^ M 'f

"^ "'" «^«'->-' ^"
foreign trip for his hero, and persuadecfr'!'*'"^

planned a
was to be our destination and th«

°J"'»- fii«"itz

wonderful success. Some lt^« of l^'^'f'"" P^°^«d a
only for domestic conrmpS 1 "'"^^'/^""ffh intended

Gladstone in his easiesTri' Sre't ^^ '^.^ ''''

Ao new ideas struck fire nr. r,
*^ ,

reader's eye.

-de to grand themes. But agClT ""*"'"^'- ^-
may be forgiven for not trvin/tn!!

""*" °" * ^^^'''ay
to philosophy, historranrfll th ""T.'

^''-"^^ ^^^'^

sketch from life of th; vetora^l h
"^^'^^^^8^^^-' As a

freshness of heart and £ afttT''^'
"^°"^' ^«°'«^

years, these few pages mayj^otd oMn^rt
^'"""°"

"^aa Of further commemoraUon of
mor Mense August! A,D., 1894.
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not come straight through instead of staying a night it
Paris. I'm always for going straight on, he said. Forsomt
odd reason in spite of the late hour he was full of stories ol
American humour, which he told with extraordinary verve
and enjoyment. I contributed one that amused him mucii,
of the BoHtonian who, having read Shakespeare for the first
time, observed, 'I call that a very clever book. Now, I
don't suppose there are twenty men in Boston to-day who
could have written that book !

'

Tliurtday, Dec. 17. — Splendid morning for making
acquaintance with a new place. Saw the western spur
of the Pyrenees falling down to the fiidassoa and the first
glimpse of the giant wall, beyond which, according to
Michelet, Africa begins, and our first glimpse of Spain.

After breakfast we all sallied forth to look into the shops
and to see the lie of the land. Mr. G. as interested as a
child in all the objects in the shops— many of them showing
that we are not far from Spain. The consul very polite
showed us about, and told us the hundred trifles that bring
a place really into one's mind. Nothing is like a first
morning's stroll in a foreign town. By afternoon the spell
dissolves, ana the mood comes of Dante's lines, ^Era aid
Vara,' etc.*

Some mention was made of Charles Austin, the famous
lawyer: it brought up the case cf men who are suddenly
torn from lives of great activity to complete idleness.
Mr. a— I don't know how to reconcile it with what I've

always regarded as the foundation of character- Bishop
Butlers view of habit. How comes it that during the
hundreds of years in which priests and fellows of Eton
College have retired from hard work to college livings and
leisure, not one of them has ever done anything whatever
for either scholarship or divinity— not one?

Mr. G. did not know Mazzini, but Armellini, another of
the Roman triumvirs, taught him Italian in 1832.

» Era gii I'ora, che volge '1 disio
A' naviganti, e 'ntenerlsce '1 cuore
Lo dl ch' ban detto a' dolci amicl addio, etc.

Byron's rendering is well enough known.
^^''' '"*"

'Mil!?
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true liberal in the ol.i and belt » ? ** '^ **« ^'^'^ •» ^'•
i">«tUe he wan to the „.rLe trr / ''«""°^ ''"-get how^
Said he only once saw^r ui":^;'" H

''^ "^^'"'"•'

on Canning at Glos'ter Hou8« r. .
"* *''"* *" ^"'1

Station), and there throulh ! I
"" " ""^ ^'^'«'*«'- «««J

and I ord Liverpool talk^T'o^eulr ""^ '^ '""^ ^^"""'"^

eall^uponhin,aJrtheeTe::;oTnm7't^^^^^^^ •/

as Hentmck called us, that is thl ..

^® Janissaries,

IVH had been 110 before he 1.. "'" '"''*' ^"'^ «t°«d by
I'eeUaidto n.e thatX^ \^^^^^^^^
and fierce struggle on behalf

„?^'^/°'-«'"'-d to was a long
tliought this foolish. If Ben inlrfr*'''"- ' "'"»* ^Y I

"i" and dogged industry 'tl "l''"*^'
^'^'' ^^ strong

n^forproffction b"7v'erZv7'' 'T '^^«" " -<i«
care a straw abouj it, and Le^//"7

*»»«' Diz^y did not
force enough.' ^ ^^'^ *»«* constancy and

.ie'astrL"!^^^^^^^ «^-st Peel were
helpless in reply. DeaU wi . ,f

'' T* ^''^ "^*°^«*»^"

eous dulness/'^The p otecin ? ^'''' ^ ^'"^ «^ '"^''t-

-en
:

Derby contrrbutfd pts^ ! ^77^^'"' '"^ *^-«
Dizzy parliamentary brains ^

B^ntmck backbone
; and

tolJ: &^^j; titrr -for. was fro. 1832
the progress of these ;efori

'' '''''''' '"^^'-^^'^ -

jeute,wL Plen^^rhtjur'r'ar'^' '"^^^"*' ^"^^'^'

Hut as a leader, I think iU of\
"?P"" ''"^^^^ P^'-fect.

he saw the re;son '

o"

30 , 'ca^/ J^"
\^ ^-versation

;

supposed all was right. IM at Ihe
^^ ^' ^'^'' ^°"

«lways found that he had 1..1 u^^ "'*''^''^' ^'O"

J^-nds. What could b "weaker tha?!'-
*'

T""^'^
^'«

Bradlaugh affair ! You cmdd 1 I"
''"'^"*'* ''^ ^^^^

-^ file of his ™en shrid'he atgrbrt^'"
''' •""'

voL.m-2H ^augnt by the proposition
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that an atheist ought not to sit in parliament. But what
is a leader good for, if he dare not tell his party that in

a matter like this they are wrong, and of course nobody
knew better than N. that they were wrong. A clever, quick
man with fine temper. By the way, how is it that we have
no word, no respectable word, for backbone '

'

J:il!f.— Character?

^r. (y. — Well, character; yes; but that's vague. It

means will, I suppose. (I ought to have thought of

Novalis's well-known definition of character aa ' a completely
fashioned will.')

J. M.— Our inferiority to the Greeks in discriminations
of language shown by our lack of precise equivalents for

tppoPTjat^, ao^ia, aux^potrvvri, etc., of which we used to hear
so much when coached in the Ethics.

Mr. G. went on to argue that because the Greeks drew
these fine distinctions in \frords, they were superior in

conduct. ' You cannot beat the Greeks in noble qualities.'

Mr. G-. — I admit there is no Greek word of good credit

for the virtue of humility.

J- M. — TaTretiwn;? ? But that has an association of

meanness.

Mr. G. —Yes ; a shabby sort of humility. Humility as a

sovereign grace is the creation of Christianity.

Friday, December 18.— Brilliant sunshine, but bitterly

cold; an east wind blowing straight from the Mai.time Alps.

Walking, reading, talking. Mr. G. after breakfast took me
into his room, where he is reading Heine, Butcher on

Greek genius, and Marbot. Tliought Thiers's well-known
remark on Heine's death capital,— 'To-day the wittiest

Frenchman alive has died.'

Mr. G.—We have talked about the best line in poetry, etc.

How do you answer this question—Which century of English
history produced the greatest men ?

J- M.—What do you say to the sixteenth ?

Mr. G.— Yes, I think so. Gardiner was a great man.
Henry virr. was great. But bad. Poor Cranmer. Like

Northcote, he'd no backbone. Do you remember Jeremy
Collier's sentence about his bravery at the stake, which
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I count one of the grandest in English nrose-' H« «. a

The old man twice declaimed the sentence with rf„„

iHr. u. talked of a certain Genpnl u ,

never gave prominence to duty ' "'''

..Slider i=;nrc;:L:™^^^^^
^aturdai/, Dec. 19.—

*

» # ^
What is extraordinary is that all Mr. G.'s versatiHtv*buoyancy, and the rest goes with the n^ost prof'unra u if;and intense concentration when any point of public business

t'^B''.:^rMl':;;,aT'rX'V\* rr^t ^'^^—ntloned above.
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is raised. Something was said of the salaries of bishops.
He was ready in an instant with every figure and detail, and
every circumstance of the history of the foundation of the
Ecclesiastical Commission in 1835-6. Then his $avoir /aire
and wisdom of parliamentary conduct. ' I always made it

a rule in the H. of C. to allow nobody to suppose that I did
not like him, and to say as little as I could to prevent any-
body from liking me. Considering the intense friction and
contention of public life, it is a saving of wear and tear that
as many as possible even among opponents should think
well of one.'

Sunday, Dec. 20.— At table, a little discussion as to the
happiness and misery of animal creation. Outside of man
Mr. G. argued against Tennyson's description of Nature as
red in tooth and claw. Apart from man, he said, and the
action of man, sentient beings are happy and not miserable.
But Fear? we said. No; they are unaware of impending
doom; when hawk or kite pounces on its prey, the small
bird has little or no apprehension; 'tis death, but death by
appointed and unforeseen lot.

J. M. —There is Hunger. Is not the probability that most
creatures are always hungry, not excepting Man ?

To this he rather assented. Of course optimism like this
is indispensable as the basis of natural theology.

Talked to Mr. G. about Michelet's Tableau de la France,
which I had just finished in vol. 2 of the history. A
brilliant tour de force, but strains the relations of soil to
character

; compels words and facts to be the slaves of his

phantasy
; the modicum of reality overlaid with violent para-

dox and foregone conclusion. Mr. G. not very much inter-
ested— seems only to care for political and church history.
Monday, Dec. 31. —Mr. G. did not appear at table to-day,

suffering from a surfeit of wild strawberries the day before.
But he dined in his dressing gown, and I had some chat
with him in his room after lunch.

Mr. O ''Tis a hard law of political things that if a man
shows spe lal competence in a department, that is the very
thing most likely to keep him there, and prevent his

promotion.'
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France. Irel.nd_Xht M „ .„„
"'" °""

7 w A* . ^ *^°' wrong in one.

and people, and her own duties So hi "l*'^'''
P"°^««

of five.
wnaunes. &o he was nght in four out

which I niust utteriy dteV %"'"? °' ^"^'«'« ^--
inert.' Quite the cLZ Prl7 "^ '' '^"^^'^^ ^'^^

sleepless; if ever itr^i^^o'XLrfrT^Ih^
'^'

eye is open.
umoer, oe sure thai le

^am Antoinette. I once rparl fl.<. *u
ko. Mercy d'ArgenteauTM.*. Tw'" «! "

"'""

the»tJ.rjr '^"' "" '^"•"^ -»" »»' "rfl in

"yi^'ho-'lipperytunefX^r ' " "'"*

Mat- rnwSlJ'it ™ 'n^'r^'!?' ' r^^'^' ^» *"
«»-, .he wa, himWyTrivol: "dT^f™"'" '° '"^

came to as tragic an end as the Queen
^' ' ^

but^elSg^/^Ta^L^- -^Ttr^-''-
z^ ^o£t^ ""-^" - -^
hemmed in and thaf h ""''i u

^'^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^™
Augereau ;ougW^^^^^^^^ ^^^T "" *° '^^^'^ -*'
liked, but he foL TtLk 1 ^'"^ ^'^ '" '" ^^'* '^''^

'Exactly like a ^lace in the iLT":! "1 "'** '^ ™^^^'-

the rest sit sorrowful V,t
^''''^' ^^''^n Agamemnon andsorrowful in the assembly arguing that it was

-St. 82.
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BOOK useless to withstand the sovereign wiU of Zeus, and that
they had better flee into their ships, Diomed bursts out that
whatever others think, in any event he and Sthenelus, his
squire, will hold firm, and never desist from the onslaught
until they have laid waste the walls of Troy.'i A large
dose of Diomed in Mr. G. himself.
Talk about the dangerous isolation in which the monarchy

will find itself in England if the hereditary principle goi
down in the House of Lords; 'it will stand bare, naked
with no shelter or shield, only endured as the better of two
evils.' 'I once asked,' he said, 'who besides myself ia the
party cares for the hereditary principle ? The answer was,
That perhaps cared for it I! '-naming a member of
the party supposed to be rather sapient than sage.
News in the paper that the Comte de Paris in his dis-

couragement was about to renounce his claims, and break
up his party. Somehow this .brought us round to Tocque-
ville, of wh

. 1 Mr. G. spoke as the nearest French approach
to Burke.

j; M.— But pale and without passion. Who was it that
said of him that he was an aristocrat who accepted his
defeat? That is, he knew democracy to be the conqueror,
but he doubted how far it would be an improvement, he saw
Its perils, etc.

Mr. a. — I have not much faith in these estimates, whetherm favour of progress or against it. I don't believe in com-
parisons of age with age. How can a man strike a balance
between one government and another? How can he place
himself in such an attitude, and with such comprehensive
sureness of vision, as to say that the thirteenth century was
better or higher or worse or lower than the nineteenth '

Thursday, Dec. 24.-At lunch we had the news of the
Parnellite victory at Waterford. A disagreeable reverse for
us. Mr. G. did not say many words about it, only that it
would give heart to the mischief makers-only too certain.
But we said no more about it. He and I took a walk on
the sands m the afternoon, and had a curious talk (consider-
ing), about the prospects of the church of England. He was

» niad, ix. 32.
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anxious to know about mv talk «««» •

an Erastian, as Tait t '
Mr 2T ' "" ^^^--taUy

of the times as to the Isptis^f IT"" 7^-^ *^^ ''^
which his heart is gJJn lla hel

^ T Christianity, to

tianism to the spirit^ W; of1 1 '^' ^^'"^ °^ ^'"^-

the only thing LtT a ^J about x^ '

"'I''
" ""^"^''"^

much interest of the queZn 1,1 T"\^'
talked with

Oxford and CambridgrnoTt^k"^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^"°- «*

what kind of defenders hi clteht keW ^^^^^^^ *° ""^

southing whi:c:airtr^-r::fd^
i^;

-g.

been for algW '' "°"'^^ ^^^ '^*» ^t has

As to Welsh disestablishment, he said it w«- o •. .,.
where the national «PnHmo„* ** * P^'^ that

Wales ,,
°*"''"*^^.««»t ment was so unanimous as it was inWales, the operation itself should nn^ K^

«• " was in

[Perhaps it may be mentioned here th,.*- *u u
always talked freely and abundantly toa^.i' ^^^ ""^

astical affairs and nL^ *'"^'^*°"^ together upon ecclesi-

Fatnn tr„ 4. / " that was the time when

^zi:T:;z^,°T' ^"'", '»""''» -- "' "v t,:

enabW .heM .„ ^LJ '°°" """°'' "" ™' ''°'' ™' P"-»
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Wished we knew more of Melbourne. He was in many
ways a very fine fellow. ' In two of the most important of all
the relations of a prime minister, he was perfect ; I mean
first, his relations to the Queen, second to his colleagues.'
Somebody at dinner quoted a capital description of the

perverse fashion of talking that prevailed at Oxford soon
after my time, and prevails there now, I fancy -'hunting
lor epigrammatic ways of saying what you don't think.'

was the ^'ather of this pestilent mode.
Rather puzzled him by repeating a saying of mine that

used to amuse Fitzjames Stephen, that Love of Truth is more
often than we think only a fine name for Temper. I think
Mr. G. has a thorough dislike for anything that has a
cynical or sardonic flavour about it. I wish I had thought
by the way, of asking him what he had to say of that piece of
Swift 8, about all objects being insipid that do not come bv
delusion, and everything being.shrunken as it appears in the
glass of nature, so that if it were not for artificial mediums
refracted angles, false lights, varnish and tinsel, there would
be pretty much of a level in the felicity of mortal manAm always feeUng how strong is his aversion to seein-
more than he can help of what is sordid, mean, ignoble!He has not been in public life all these years without rubbin-
shoulders with plenty of baseness on every scale, and plent^
of pettiness in every hue, but he has always kept his eyes
well above It. Never was a man more wholly free of the
starch of the censor, more ready to make allowance, nor
more indulgent even; he enters intc human nature in all
Its compass. But he won't linger a minute longer than hemust in the dingy places of life and character.

Christmas Lay, 1891._ A divine day, brilUant sunshine,
and mild spring air. Mr. G. heard what he called an ad-
mirable sermon from an English preacher, 'with a great
command of his art.' A quietish day, Mr. G. no doubt
engaged in 0/jowi/ tA I^m.

Saturday, Dec. 26. - Once more a noble day. We started
in a couple of carriages for the Negress station, a couple
of miles away or more, I with the G.'s. Occasio. pro-
duced the Greek epitaph of the nameless drowned sailor
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who wished for others kinder seas i Mr r / u •.
and its noble charm -so direcrL -• , 'l*

'*' P**''"** ^iiap.

«ueh a good lesson to men tTfor
"

1 1^ '
'"*''^. ''^"^^"•*^' -^

mischance, and to orav for .^^ ''' """^ '"'^^^d^ and ^TT;'
He repaid me by two'T/ig^Lf:fHS'^^ T

'^^'^^'^^ '^^
admirable translation into G^eek of T

''''°' ""^ °"«

Franklin, which I do not clrrv
' ^«""y«°" «" Sir John

boisterous Eton felWI ^
'"^ "^ "^'"^

' *"°tt^r o° a

Didactic, dry, declamatory, dull.
The bursar bellows like a bull.

.r'„Xr.' °' ""-^ '^*'- » -' »' point, but n<*

,
left it. D^r™.i^'r r^':°"'°''^'"''st«»ieyh.d

/
One died, -.» ^idTbTT'Ii^^A °'r IT '"'""'•

put in a donkev still b« T Another died, and he

greys all tTllr^e clT^"" """''''^^ ^' *««" «f

spicuously nhi^s^ eche*?^^^^^^ ,? "°* *« ^« ^««nd con-

though many of themin a ^^v.
^.

"^'''"''^' pleasantries,

modern taste. ° ' ^'"^ ^^'°^ "''"^^ jar horribly on

Some English redcoats and a pack of bn„«^
as we neared the station Th ,

°^ ^°''''^^ Passed us

politeness that astonished him W ""^"^f
^'- ^- ^'^^ a

tmin for Irun the fiell :.

'^^ P^'"^''*- '^''^k the

in the sun,^^k the set on" ""T**'"
''"^^ ^^''^1^''^^

as we ne^rte'tlVHsh-U^ * Vr^ '^"V"^^carriages waitincr tn fot
waters. At Irun we found

balconrof ttelurehtdrr *!; f
"^^^abia. From the

Wellington's opera L„^^^^ ^
^'""' "^'' ^'^^ ^''^"^ °^gwu a operations when he crossed tha u;a^ i

presence of the astonished Soult TWl f"''
"" *^'

none the worse by this excellent hi«t ^ ^- ''
"'*^'

J mis excellent historic association. The

)^ndt\eT.L"'Ktr:.r*- ^-*' ^ - »>-. "ut be thine own fortune a
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BOOK alcalde wag extremely polite and intelligent. The consul

1891.

Who waH with us showed a board on the old tower, in which
« in some words was 4, and I noted that the alcalde spoke of
Viarntz. I reminded Mr. G. of Scaliger's epigram—

Haud temere antiquM mutat Vasconia voces,
Cui nihil est aliud vivere quam bibere.

Pretty cold driving home, but Mr. G. seemed not to care
He found both the churches at St. Jean and at Fuentarabia
very noteworthy, though the latter very popish, but both, he
felt, 'had a certain association with grandeur.'

Sundai,, Dec. 27.— After some quarter of an hour of
travellers' topics, we plunged into one of the most interest-
ing talks we have yet had. Apropo, of I do not know
what, Mr. G. said that he had not advised his son to enter
public life. ' No doubt there are some men to whom station
wealth, and family traditions make it a duty. But I have
never advised any individual, as to whom I have been con-
sulted, to enter the H. ofC
XT

*? "?~ ^"* ^^°'' *'^^^ ''**^®'' ^° encourage self-indulgence '

Nobody who cares for ease or mental composure would seek
public life ?

Mr. a.— Ah, I don't know that. Surely politics open up
a great field for the natural man. Self-seeking, pride
domination, power -all these passions are gratified in
politics.

J. M.~Yo\x
. innot be sure of achievement in politics,

whether personal or public?
Mr. a.— No

;
to use Bacon's pregnant phrase, they are too

immersed in matter. Then as new matter, that is, new
details and particulars, come into view, men change their
judgment. ^

J. M. — Yoxy have spoken just now of somebody as a
thorough good tory. You know the saying that nobody is
worth much who has not been a bit of a radical in Iiis

youth, and a bit of a tory in his fuller age.

^
Mr. a. (laughing)— Ah, I'm afraid that hits me rather

J -rd. But for myself, I think I can truly put up all the
cnange that has come into my politics into a sentence; I
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trust or to distrust liberty ami J ^ ^'^'^ ''•*^" *«

it matters little e th r wt 1„ '' ^'7' '\'''« "^'^^^ ^^'^^

Imve got what thevwamTci in H T '^'T'^""'^'*-
'^^^^

what of it, they ask^ Frl. I T °^ ^'^"^ y^"*'"' >«'

but the stltesln of the repubt 1^".°^ ^'^ ^'"^"^«'

happiness: Amerha^^;^;^^^^^^^ ^^--,-
in America is material n^ •

slavery, yet life

rarest sons. ^^XiXZ'IT"" '"^ '"'"^ «' ''«^ «^°

Jfr. 0=.— Italy would have been very differpnf if ohad only lived-and even RicasoH Mpn M "
.

suffer from disenchantment. TWoult Tf °°\*"
I ;-^-.. in politic, are ne.er ..S^aT.. td do^tT/''^*forget in eastern Europe the rescue in nnr . I

"*

ten millions of men from fb« r '°.*^'*^*'™« ^^ some

the Turk. rOn thL hi ^
harrowing domination of

much energyO
""^

'' '°^ "^^^ J"«*^^' ^^^^

aem^^crhJ°:- ^^^^ ZrZ..^^^^ that

corrupter. He it was who sowed the seed

I ™--b- once sitting „ei .„ j^h^'i,!:;; X* a';:
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rdjVT /^"'u «""'"''P««<«>- 'Look at him;
-aid J. R. .how manfully he Hticka to it, tho* he knowH thatevery word he H«yH is gall and wormwood to every manZ«ts around h.m and behind him.' A curiou. irony waT itno

,
that it Hhould have fallen to me to propora^'ITio„

for a memorial both to Pam. and Dizzy '
*^ *^* * '°°**'"»

th^
'•"P«^\»''«"« "Pon tJ'e ocean, with a grand wind fromthe west. Mr. G. and I walked on the shore; he has apassion for tumultuous seas. I have never seen such hiemasses of water shuttering themselves among the rocks

In the evening Mr. G. remarked on our debt to Macaulay,
for guarding the purity of the English tongue. I recalleda favourite passage from Milton, that next to the man

^«oJT """
'I^

'°*''P'^ *'°""^^» *>f government, he
places the man who cares for the purity of his mo hertongue Mr. G. liked this. Said he only knew Bright once8hp into an error in this respect, when he used Hmnspire'
for happen Macaulay of good example also in rigorously
abs^ining from the inclusion of mat in f^notesHallam an offender in this respect. I pointed out that heoffended in company with Gibbon.
Mon^a,, I>ee.28-.We had an animated hour at breakfast.
Oxford and Cambrtd^e. -Cnriom how, like two buckets,whenever one was up, the ..her was down. Cambridge h^never produced fou. such men of action in successive ageas Wolsey, Laud, Wesley, and Newman.

thfcfrJ°f*n"^'°" °^ *^°"^*^* Cambridge has producedthe greatest of all names, Newton.
e p .u

Mr. a.-. In the earlier times Oxford has it— with Wvcliff

J.M.-. But why not Locke, too, in the century before?
This brought on a tremendous tussle, for Mr. G. was ofthe same mind, and perhaps for the same sort of reason, asJoseph de Maistre that contempt for Locke is the beginning

of knowledge. AU very well for De Maistre, but not for aman ,n line with European liberalism. I pressed the very
obvious point that you must take into account not only amans intellectual product or his general stature, but also
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hi» influence aa a hiatorio force Pmm !.
influence Locke waa the S; of 7k

^.'"* °' ^'^^ °' <^"AP-

nient of the ei,rhteenthMT [ ^^ "'"•'"^ipaW move- J^*-
-Phic foundati;r fbeS^^ ^-<^ the phiio.^
Mr. O. inaiated on a p^3^f hZ government at hcne.
to be in the hiatorv ]uT^ .

"*** '^^'''^ ^^ heUeved

tlunker. ^h^L^ ^^d^'?'H^ « « ".etaphyaical

J?««y. ia not above Datinf '
**°"«^^ "*"»« '« l'»

greHt%eaaoner,"et^ to7hom T".";
''°'"P"«'«"*- to "the

l;e -tood in pr^t/^diie^t^erau'or Bui fTrf/tV"""^
'''''

deny that Hume saw deener th«„ i .

^'°'" "**' 'o

physical millstone. That^s tt
,^'''^'"to the meta-

tl.inkingofhiahi,torirpacranda^^"'*: ''™ ""'^
plnloHophy is it«elf a ph bs' hv'- t" ' '^' '"'^^"^ °'

dogmatic achooh,, all this is2 n:^7°?''"^ ""'•"^'^ i"

SomehoMT we slid into tt\^ '"''^ incredible.

Jonathan Edward ^ 1 h 'fu^"™ "' "'« ^'" and
us how Edwards nriruedth * **'" ^'''^ °^ten told

as keenly as any S';'^
"'^^^^"^ - ^^terminist case

Tuetdajf, Dec. 29.— Mr G S9 f«-,i t
Gi^ek Epigrams, and ifu^ ^S ha fal m^^^^^^
«8 It has given me, he will be very gTatefui V ^ '"""'^

brought Mr. G. bouquets and Idd^sfe^ mTT"'
^°^''

oljurch . the moving .nd in the Xrnoo^tooic7^^
you sr the's;il ful ulTbTthe^^^ '^ ''''^"^'^ *'--
dash into Spain theTthlA- P°P"^"*'°"- ^" o^r "ttle

vated by the porulal„ Z'T TV^'^'' '^' ««" «"1«-

H.capiList,frttl?mer'LSsV%t ""^1 '^
vjews recently propounded b; D.^^Tf iLlf onVh'""'"*^Unearned increment -so tLiblv Iffi ,. / ' '"^"^'•

Perhaps best trv fo Jf
;«"»Wy difficult to catch it.

Physical condit 7n ofr^r pi "^i""^''
^'^^ /'^^^'^ ^--

anxiety-their stature colour an^^^' ' '"^^"' '' ^^^^*

atmosphere of cotton Ltn, f '° ''"• ^"''''^d the

;pi- bad air;;:s It::; : tgo^s^forri-
"^
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The day wm humid and muggy, but the tumult of the seawa. moet majeatic. Mr. «. delighted in it. He ha. a ZZnfor the «>„„d of the «,a; would like to have it in h. .Calld«y and all night Again and again he recurred to thL

thought T "* "^^ *'^"' ^''"•"•' «' ^^om Mr. O.

who '^^rTI '° *'*"°i«"'«° ^i'h J-oerio and the otheri^ho for freedom «»crificed their live.. I ,tood up fo"Ma«nu, a. one of the moat morally impre«ive men f had

wJ^" r '!" '°*° ' diwuaaion aa to the eaatern andweatem churches. He thought the weatern popea by th^rpn,ffered alhance with the mahometana, etc.3 beWeChmtianity m the east. I offered De Maiatre'a view.
'

Mr. G. strongly aaaented to old Chatham's dictum thatvacancy « worse than even the most anxious work! Se ha.

H «TZ' 'T^'
"'*'* *^*° °^°«* -- -d- thaUear

beforeTat hir °^f:"^"f?°°
*»>*' I h»ve heard him make

plop e ; tolVv "*.. n '''"*°" *'*' "°™ '•'•^•'' *h«n other

Kd nJ Tk^"!
""^'" ""''« •^''l ^° »« °° this thathe did not agree; that he thought rapiditv the mark of all

sunse
, with the lovehest pink and opal tints in the sky

book in Itself, but the incidents belong to Wellington'tPyrenean campaign, and, for my own par!. I rathe en^JIt on the pnnciple on which one likes reading Jiomola ,tHorence, Transformation at Rome Svhna'. T !
Whitby, and MurrUk on the northern edgeI Clafe

Thursday Leo. 31.- Down to the pier^ and found all tl.epar y watching the breakers, and superb they were A Cexulting in the huge force of the Atlantic swell and the beaiof the rollers on the shore, like a Titanic pulse.
After dinner Mr. G. raised the question of paymentof members. He had been asked by somebody whe^hehe meant at Newcastle to indicate th'at everyboV«, oibe paid, or only those who chose to take ft or to s

j
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found any below the limit of «J !-^ " *"*^ '^ *hey
«•»« to the Speakerand th? r'r' "^'""^^ °°*i'y the
.end to the ^ud'^.P 'beW the liSt

" "'""^'^
'''^'^"P-"

»y, X800, the name to aJpe^Hn aL
""

"r"'"*^
'''^*'*1"« '°'"'

"•ent of all the M.P 's^l' ? ?°"*^ '"*"'" *» ^'^riia.

jrround. whatever. I iemTr ' d °/
^!*u-

'° """"^^ °" ""^
drawing an invidious distincln k T

'^"^ ''^''^Sether, aa

members; said it was idle t^l; o^^^^^^^
-^/"Paid

demand for paid members isC ^"'^ °° ^^•'^h the
able in the public inrertt tL^ '

"'""*^^'' *^«* '' » desir-

to the H. of C. ; anS tW th«
^' ""'" "'^""^'^ ''^^^ "^^^ess

on the same fooii:;':^^':?^" "'""^'^ «*^"^ *^'-

came to my room and sald^how l/'f^*"* ^'"' ^'«^«*°»«

scrupled to put unpleaH nr.^ J"^'
""^ *^** ^ had not

shielded and^he"eldT soC ' ?* ''^ ^^ "^^^ -* he
all the pleasant things aJd noTe of th^^^^

' '*'*' ^'^^ ^^^^

perturbation from wLt is d^rol u,
""P^«««a"t

? that the

«aidIhoped tratlw^tffhM rl^'*^*«*"^«^ I
I oould not be .iLTr^tiJfjV"'' ^"* °^ '^°""«

perpetual controversy' Shet"dT " '° ""•*"^'' °^

by what you sav ' And .! T ' « never made angry
I had a go'od anTmostusef" tt tHbl ^T^^^— 'nd
At luncheon Mr. G. asked ^It ''^t V "'"'"'

morning's work. 11^1*^^''^'^^'"'^'''"^'^^°"^
of impatience and vehemlnce a„d T " '^°^'^ ' ^"°^ ^^"1

upon union finance andT ^' *'' ™^ ^'^'"a.v, he came
ment of Ireland by Englatt

^'"'"' '"'j'"' °^ *'- *-at-
In the afternoon we took a wnlV i, j r

joined by the rest. He was aslLt ," ^'
"^''^"""'^^

«well of the waves as thpv K
^'/^j'^rhted as ever with the

every variety oTgr^: ^^l',^,^'^
°"^^ -« «-ther, with

if we had not mfrTand b^r"^*"°"/ ^r'"' ^' ^^"dered

French-.breaker;.blw-^:„::t '"^'^ T ^'^"'^ *^«
' oude,'

. lame,' etc.
'' *' "^*'°«*

'
^< ' vague,'

^t »
].

Ire
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At dinner Jie asked me whether I had made up my mind
on the burning question of compulsory Greek for a univer-
sity degree. I said, No, that as then advised I was lialf in-
clined to be against compulsory Greek, but it is so important
that I would not decide before I was obliged. 'So with
me,' he said, 'the question is one with many subtle an.l
deep-reaching consequences.' He dwelt on the folly ot
striking Italian out of the course of modern education
thus cutting European history in two, and setting an arti-
ticial gulf between the arcient and modern worlds.

Saturday, Jan. 2. -Superb morning, and all the better
for being much cooler. At breakfast somebody started the
idle topic of quill pens. When they came to the length of
time that so-and-so made a quill serve, ' De Retz,' said 1
'made up his mind that Cardinal Chigi was a poor creature'
maximus m minimis, because at their first interview Chigi
boasted that he had used one pen for three years.' That
recalled another saying of Retz's about Cromwell's famous
dictum, that nobody goes so far as the man who does notknow where he is going. Mr. G. gave his deep and eagerAh

!
to this. He could not recall that Cromwell had

produced many dicta of such quality. 'I don't love him,
but he was a mighty big fellow. But he was intolerant.He was intolerant of the episcopalians.'
Mr a. -Do yon know whom I find the most tolerant

churchman o that time? Laud! Laud got Davenant made
Bishop of Salisbury, and he zealously befriended Chillinjj-
worth and Hales. (There was some other case, which I forget

)

The ezeeutton of Charles. -I told him of Gardiner's new
volume which I had just been reading. ' Charles,' he
said, was no doubt a dreadful liar ; Cromwell perhaps did
not always tell the truth ; Elizabeth was a tremendous

*^'

f-
—.Charles was not wholly inexcusable, being what he

was, for thinking that he had a good game in his hands, by
playing off the parliament against the army, etc.

^^<^- There was less excuse for cutting off his head than
in the case of poor Louis xvi., for Louis was the excuse for
.toreign invasion.
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ofj^S^rtchT^"""""""'^ '"™"»» «.e tatervention chap.

J» the nation desired it.

' °® *** * hundi-ed

J'appened we only saw nn« r.
^^ '^'**«'"- As it

C^^rdiff. AstHn/oritCr wTiL^trr^"^ ^-
steamer from Nantes came first Ti T^ ^°' ^"' * ^'"^^

station, found she had nol fori
^ ^^'"8^ ^^^^^^^ her

and the others remaLed sU/r L'"'"^'
*° ™'*'^« ^'^^ ^-'

The Nantes steamer was ^Sn^ Th""'
'^''"'^ ^«^-

fresh and fine, and the cnW . .
*''®"® ^*« very

-ugginessof the ll tt o thr
/'^"*^^""^ «^*- *'-

- di-y head, did not venture oT ^^'"'- ^'^ ""^ "^° ^««
things from the sands He and d ''"^k

'"* "^^^^^'^

at a good pace. 'I am incLeS ' L .
^'"* '°^''^'''

agree with Dr. Johnson that ttrels no :^ ''"^'"^'^' ' *°

sitting behind four fast-going ho is "fTi:-^'''';'
^''^^

son generally, 'I suppose we may il: v V"^ °^ •^°'>°

uct of the eighteenth century ^ pl^" "^
'J'

''^* P^'^'*"

nost characteristic product ?
^' ''*' ^"* ^« '^^ »*«

HW/iVow.— Curious that there shonlH K.

th.^ though di,pLd to n akea fcht ,'

T"" '° '«"' ">

» equal to anvthino h ^ °' "'« *<«"""' ^"«'V*anythmg. He expressed hi, admiration for

"'^•"'l™:''*'"^ SiSfta£tJ,rv",'4 »™»'
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Catullus, and then he was strong that Horace would run
anybody else very hard, breaking out with the lines about
Regulus—

' Atqui sciebat quse sibi barbarus

Tortor pararet ;
' etc.*

Blunders in Government.— How right Napoleon was when
he said, reflecting on all the vast complexities of govern-
ment, that the best to be said of a statesman is that he has
avoided the biggest blunders.

It is not easy to define the charm of these conversations.
Is charm the right word ? They are in the highest degree
stimulating, bracing, widening. That is certain. I return
to my room with the sensations of a man who has taker
delightful exercise in fresh air. He is so wholly iree from the
ergoteur. There's all the difference between the ergotenr
and the great debater. He fits his tone to the thing ; he can
be as playful as anybody. In truth I have many a time
seen him in London and at Hawarden not far from trivial.
But here at Biarritz all is appropriate, and though, as I

say, he can be playful and gay as youth, he cannot resist
rising in an instant to the general point of view— to grasp
the elemental considerations of character, history, belief,
conduct, affairs. There he is at home, there he is most
himself. I never knew anybody less guilty of the tiresome
sin of arguing for victory. It is not his knowledge that
attracts

; it is not his ethical tests and standards ; it is not
that dialectical strength of arm which, as Mark Pattison
said of him, could twist a bar of iron to its purpose. It is

the combination of these with elevation, with true sincerity,
with extraordinary mental force.

Sunday, Jan. 3.— Vauvenargues is right when he says
that to carry through great undertakings, one must act as
though one could never die. My wonderful companion is

a wonderful illustration. He is like M. Angelo, who, just
before he died on the very edge of ninety, made an alle-

gorical figure, and inscribed upon it, ancora impara, 'still

learning.'

At dinner he showed in full force.

* Carm. iii. 5.
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-St. 83.

tone) Whan did'^tot t^lT^C T,'''^ '" ""
own times, eh? I said j . f ^^J ,

^°^ ""til quite our
Bpoke of thinker, Zf^^'^Zl °*^ ''"'^'^^ ^^^ ^ocke

[Quite true; Voltaire used it "at .>

^^'*
"""*"J^-

i>r. Arnold. -A hi^hW "^^^ "''* common.!
more important by hf'charf;/"'^T'^"

%"re- perhaps
Hctualwork. I menUo ed M Tl n" "T"^"'^ ^^'^ ^«
^AaM with admiration Rather'" mT '^ ''*'"' ^"^*^
knew the poem well, and sh"red „.v P '"P"""' ^^'- «'
This brought us on to poll 1^ n

'"*'°" *° '^' f""-
with much eloquence and 1 ^'"7"^' ''"'* ^^ expatiated
The wonderful continue oT^^^^^

''' '""^ ^-* ^' the talk,

five whole centuries, sSinl 1 ^o?'^
'" ^"^^^"^ for

always a proof to Ms m^d ^f th? T'' *° ^^"'^y^"".
the vitality of our nation and its of""?"''''

'''' «^P' *"d
beginning with such a poett^t/ 5ot;

"^'^^ ^""^'^^
have burst forth into such aston.I ^^V^*'' *^°' *=o"Jd

as marked the first quarter oHh^^^ T'^^''^^"
^^ Poetry

worth, Shelley, ete.
*^' ''°*"y' %r««. Words-

Sch1lW,^eln:,*rt^hl^;^^^^ T^^^^ -- Goethe,
word for the p'oetic Ivemint „ Fra

^"* i ^^^^^ -^ a
etc. Mr. G. evidently kZ bVt jillt

' '' ""^°' '^«"*'«^'

modern French poetry HeTpoke un
' '/ ''^'° "°"^^"^' ^^

he had written an artLle firsS 7 ^'°P^'^'' °» ^^^om
P*, ever s^many;^r-^Zl^-;^^ ---
whi:- fiiTed'^rrsc/ -rr^ ^° ^^'^ ^^^^^ -
always found him ami^'we p'^Utf aTd s'^^'^f ^.

"^'^- '
once did he jar unon n,! u f sympathetic. Only
Tennyson's n^:.IZZi:''"" '^ ^^^'^ "^'^'^^ 'i
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J. M.— But he was not so wrong as he would be now.
Tennyson's Juvenilia are terribly artificial.

Mr. Q. — Yes, perhaps. Tennyson has himself withdrawn
some of them. I remember W., when he dined with me,
used on leaving to change his silk stockings in the ante-
room and put on grey worsted.

J. M.—l once said to M. Arnold that I'd rather have been
Wordsworth than anybody [not exactly a modest ambition] ;

and Arnold, who knew him well in the Grasmere country,
said, ' Oh no, you would not ; you would wish you were
dining with me at the Athenaeum. He was too much of
the peasant for you.'

Mr. G.— No, I never felt that ; I always thought him a
polite and an amiable man.

Mentioned Macaulay's strange judgment in a note in the
Histortf, that Dryden's famous lines,

'
. . . Fool'd with hope, men favour the deceit

;

Trust on, and think to-morrow will repay.
To-morrow's falser than the former day;
Lies worse, and while it says we shall be blest

With some new joys, cuts off what we possest.
Strange cozenage I . .

.'

are as fine as any eight lines in Lucretius. Told him of
an excellent remark of on this, that Dryden's passage
wholly lacks the mystery and great superhuman air of
Lucretius. Mr. G. warmly agreed.
He regards it as a remarkable sign of the closeness of the

church of England to the roots of life and feeling in the
country, that so many clergymen should have written so
much good poetry. Who, for instance? I asked. He
named Heber, Moultrie, Newman (^Dream of Gerontiut), and
Faber in at least one good poem, ' The poor Labourer ' (or
some such title), Charles Tennyson. I doubt if this thesis
has much body in it. He was for Shelley as the most
musical of all our poets. I told him that I had once asked
M. to get Tennyson to write an autograph line for a friend
of mine, and Tennyson had sent this :—

' Coldly on the dead volcano sleeps the gleam of dying day.'

So I suppose the poet must think well of it himself. 'Tis
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from the second Lockdeu TTnii i ^
passions have gone cool.

^^^^^^ » ™a° after chap
Jfr. Q-, Yes in in 1 l

^^
*

simile, a fine line'. * ^' "" *^^ picturesque, and as apt ^^
"-^tL5o^2^'Sdi::r^^^^^^^

""

could translate similes and 2 '

a

^'^ '^^' °^ -»r«e^ you
Homer as a whole, impossible ^T^^^ ^"* *° *™"«l«te
«" is said, to think Scott L ^''^ •"'^'"^'^' ^1^«»
model.

'*''''" *^« "earest approach to a

^''«rfay,Ja».4._AtluncWn,Mr
Gl«^ .well-known story of Tallevran.1 '^T^'o^e recalled the

TI>e news was bLght when t oh
%''"*' °' ^*P«^--

Wellington. ^O-^f JneLni 1^^
.ll

"^
""T^

^^'^
ce n'est pas un evenement,' sad tIh T"^'

'^«°'
nouvelle'-Tis i.o event 'tis an"

^*"7'-^"'i' '«'««* une
such a way,' said Mr. G ^of tai? 'l^^

°'^'- '^""^^^^e
that colossal man I Compare itt-r? i disappearance of
^oni's ode, which raakes fhe wLT '^l

"^'"''^^ ^^ ^-^-
both points of view are righ t '"^""^ '''''' ^«*
death was only news ; in anoth.; T '""'"' *^" ^'^^''^

h^tor^ it was enoughW:hrtt\v:rlT'^^^
of his

he could not recall Manzoni'« ^ a I
^* *^® moment,

me that he had succeeded n
'' ^"* ** ^^""«^ h« told

after dinner he w n to ht "om'"'^
*'^" *°^«*'^-' -d

me on a piece of paper Curi- T ^"""'^ '^'"^ ^°^ ^o^

recall the passage Th ; own snl "^.T"^*^'
^' ''""^d not

Talk about hfndsome men of' he n f"«^?""^one of the handsomest ^n^ .
^*'*

'
^''^^^^^ Herbert

Duke of HamiltonT^e alvTh. T"*^^" «"* *»>«

Greek god. 'One day in rZ p^"^™' "" ^^°"°"« «« *
Duchess of C. She set un T

^»^' ^ ^"^^ *^i« *« the
Duke. No doubt he had an tZZ fT1^°" ^S-ust my
Duke lacked.' Then tV^ "'*'"'*;*"*^ «Ie™ent wnich the
the H. of C. to-day

'""'^'^ *'« best-looking man in

^^- With .bles, with c^l^^;- -"-tuT
^™"'""""" *y ^y'**""" «««* Gladstone, p. 166.
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bered that amediately after the foraation of Canning's
government in 1827, when it was generally thought that
he had been most unfairly and factiously treated (a«
Mr. G. still thinks, always saving Peel) by the Duke
and his friends, the Duke made an expedition to the
north of England, and had an overwhelming reception.
Of course, he was then only twelve years from Waterloo,
and yet only four or five years later he had to put up his
iron shutters.

Approved a remark that a friend of ours was not simple
enough, not ready enough to take things as they come.
Mr. Q. — Unless a man has a considerable gift for taking

things as they come, he may make up his mind that
political life will be sheer torment to him. He must meet
fortune in all its moods.

Tuetday, Jan. 5— After dinner to-day, Mr. G. extraordi-
narily gay. He had bought a present of silver for his wife.
She tried to guess the price, and after the manner of wives
in such a case, put the figure provokingly low. Mr. G. then
put on the deprecating air of the tradesman with wounded
feelings— and it was as capital fun as we could desire. That
over, he fell to his backgammon with our host.

Wedneiday, Jan. 6. —Mrs. Gladstone eighty to-day I What
a marvel. . . .

Leon Say called to see Mr, G. Long and most interesting
conversation about all sorts of aspects of French politics, the
concordat, the schools, and all the rest of it.

He illustrated the ignorance of French peasantry as to
current affairs. Thiers, long after he had become famous,
went on a visit to his native region ; and there met a friend
of his youth. 'Eh bien,' said his friend, 'tu as fait ton
chemin.' 'Mais oui, j'ai fait un pen mon chemin. J'ai ete

ministre meme.' 'Ah, tiens ! je ne savais pas que tu etais

protestant.'

I am constantly struck by his solicitude for the well-being
and right doing of Oxford and Cambridge— ' the two eyes o'f

the country.' This connection between the higher education
and the general movement of the national mind engages his

profound attention, and no doubt deserves such attention
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« these, makesMr gT T ^" '^*"°«^' °^ «"^h "'^"ern "f*

description of the dead i L inHT^""/ '''''"^ *^'

populous world:- "^habitants of the more

't t7J^'
^«'"' '""-• «^" *' '"^

withered vine on its ,hJ^^ '
^'''^"^ ^'""^elf to the

Vantage it w::,^;^':ir^isir'-'"r"
••'-

years in the sun , and on that^r .• • ? °° ^ '"'" '""<>

o« Ma .e, an.o>^^^:^-Z^ ^.i. t

iAdXi*^^:::rof?rh"%^"^^ '^-^^^-^ «^

West Calder after a „lt ,

/'^ °^ over-boiled tea at

of a comedtn
"^^' "'^"'^ ^^^« "'^'^^ the fortune

had-admirable, prov d\T;ou\TpT^^^^^^^
^^ '^ ^"^«

show her one of these thirl T v.
^ '

*'"''^' °'' ^^'P?
Mr. G. more of a tZ ofZ' tT '

"''"'^ ^" '^°*'>i"^-

Told us of a rh „ ^^ ™«n than is commonly thought.

when he las at the b-Hf ?"' '''^"^ ""^^^ ^'^ -^ice

reflection. A h p^^^^^^^^^^^
*"'^' *"^ ^^-« i»™^ for

administrator wroL to th. fT '"^' ^"^ ^'^"*«"- TheW whetherri;; ^s S'^;^ luTandtnd\Jrf
^

and eomini ofTheZb\lrffhl^^^^^^^^^
*^f -«^"^-^

or brought no cargo was a tbinc^ Z ^ °"^*'* ^ '="^8^''

this cargo, you sifilfood f ?r '"^T" "°'^°°'^«",.
^ But

g you say, IS food for the people. There ought to be
> Thon shaJt possess thy soul with-out care among the living, and lighter

when^thougoest to the place where
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BOOK no obatacle to the entry of food for the people. So let it in.

^^^ Your Younger Brother commends himself to you, etc. etc'
1802. -^"<'aj^,«/a». 8. —A quiet evening. We were all rather

piano at the end of an episode which had been thoroughly
delightful. When Mr. G. bade me good-night, he said with
real feeling, ' More sorry than I can say that this is our last
evening together at Biarritz.' He is painfully grieved to
lose the sound of the sea in his ears.

Saturday, Jan. 9.— Strolled about all the forenoon. 'What
a time of blessed composure it has been,' said Mr. G. with a
heavy sigh. The distant hills covered with snow, and the
voice of the storm gradually swelling. Still the savage fury
of the sea was yet some hours off, so we had to leave Biarritz
without the spectacle of Atlantic rage at its fiercest.
Found comfortable saloon awaiting us at Bayonne, and so

under weeping skies we made our way to Pau. The land-
scape must be pretty, weather ^permitting. As it was, we
saw but little. Mr. G. dozed and read Max Muller's book on
Anthropological Religions.

Arrived at Pau towards 6.80; drenching rain : nothing to
be seen.

At tea time, a good little discussion raised by a protest
against Dante being praised for a complete survey of human
nature and the many phases of human lot. Intensity he
has, but insight over the whole field of character and life ?
Mr. G. did not make any stand against this, and made the
curious admission that Dante was too optimist to be placed
on a level with Shakespeare, or even with Homer.
Then we turned to lighter themes. He had once said to

Henry Taylor, 'I should have thought he was the sort of
man to have a good strong grasp of a subject.' speaking of
Lord Grey, who had been one of Taylor's many chiefs at the
Colonial Office. 'I should have thought,' replied Taylor
slowly and with a dreamy look, 'he was the sort of man t

have a good strong nip of a subject.' Witty, and very
applicable to many men.
Wordsworth once gave Mr. G. with much complacency,

as an example of his own readiness and resource, this story.A man came up to him at Hydal and said, 'Do you happen
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to have seen mv wifA ' turu . ,. .

know you hadVw^e !
' TkLT1 *^ ^'''^ '

' ^'^ "«^ ^"A'*-
at pointed repartee „,uchtiSffGil™°n"' *"^'"^'

"
"•

r«e«rfay, Jan. 12 —Mr a ,' ,*' ^ "^^^ '* "'•ffht.

days of indisposition We h,:."?^
^^ ^ recovered from two

in general, indudl^g po^Iyt ttal"
'7'* **'' °" *'""^«

did not expect a dillu ion Z^t *PP™*«»»«» ««««ion. He
would notVurpriserm ' """" *'»« * dissolution

A^s^sttrnf^iis^^^/^--^^^^
parting.

"^'®'* ^"^ o^ kind things at our
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CHAPTER VII

1802.

THE FOURTH AOMINISTBATIOIT

{1893-1894)

T^ a' ^i^ t6o lUt irtHal fup6wui> irtpiiwmp
i^eue , oi oi vpivStt d/M tpi^tf ifii y4torr«
if \l6\it ^yaWj, luriL ti r/iiTirmfft» draavp.

Iliad, i. S60.

Two generatlona of mortal men had he already seen pass away, who
with him of old had been bom and bred In ucred Pylod, and among
the third generation he held rule.

In 1892 the general election came, after a session that was
not very long nor at all remarkable. Everybody knew tliat

we should soon be dismissed, and everybody knew that the
liberals would have a majority, but the size of it was beyond
prognostication. Mr. Gladstone did not talk much about it.

but in fact he reckoned on winning by eighty or a hundred.
A leading liberal-unionist at whose table we met (May 24j
gave us forty. That afternoon by the way the House had
heard a speech of great power and splendour. An Irish tory
peer in the gallery said afterwards, ' That old hero of yours
is a miracle. When he set ofif in that high pitch, I said that
won't last. Yet he kept it up all through as grand as ever,
and came in fresher and stronger than when he began.' His
sight failed him in reading an extract, and he asked me to
read it for him, so he sat down amid sympathetic cheers
while it was road out from the box.

After listening to a strong and undaunted reply from Mr.
Balfour, he asked rae to go with liim into the tea-room;
he was fresh, unperturbed, and in high spirits. He told
me he had once sat at table with Lord Melbourne, but
regretted that he had never known him. Said that of the
sixty men or so who had been his colleagues in cabinet, the

480
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very euiest and mmt atiractiv« wa- #-i
regretted tl»t he uT^Tr^^ ^^l^rendon. Constantly chap
Scott, «. of courae he L^. 11 ,

"°' ^"°*" Sir Walter vii*^-

of diplomacy to^ baJt thrY""" '^'""^'''' »»»« ^^^ '

to practi«, the ai« or^Mtf'^T'' "" '"»'" ^"•"•-l^
whom youaredoiV^^oTl^JTot^ '""''••''' *"«" ^••"™

whom you are -trivin'g to worm ^Lt TT''!-""' °"^ "'

conceal. Said that he wm often „ J ,

7^"^^ *^"^ ^^^ '"

men aa to objecta of study h1 , T\1^
^°'' "'^^'^^

^^J^ >'«"'«
first, the histiry andttL. of ft^^^^^^^ 'r^'

-'^ P-^-^
ond, the history of absoTuul in

1^*^°™/" America
; see-

the Revolution. ItC uTJ . /T ^'°'" ^°'"» ^'^- to

with the young is to aTLtT. f l^"'
'^ '^'' ^^««» »'»"»

the Huguenot! had ^mT^; ;?,1«7 'y^^ ^l character!

the eighteenth century Turcot 1- m'
""' ^^"''''' ^^^ i«

pie
: when Mill was i^. loTsnir T ""! '"f""^

«*'*'»-

Condorcet's life of Tur^o TK '
^^.'^'^^'^^ himself by

"-g had once praised ^itrgou"T h''^
''"^ ^^'^^ ^^-

though most likely nobodyTut bin, .. r*^
"^ ^°™"'""«'

all about Turgot. Talk"
^"^ lu„,,,if ^^^^^ ^^ ^^

teenth, and the sixteenth .d tbl
^''"^ ''"'""««' "»« ^hir-

l«t drop what fo him' eeJ^i\"!''"*^^^^
that 'Man as a tL L ITi ''7'^^'^^ J"'^^^"*
times; he is not^ bz' "n

^^^"''^ ""^'^ ^''°«« g'-^-t

^en.' This, the reade;%i f™:'';;/-- ^ ^^ ^-s
of consideration. ^ '

'^^^^n'^s « good deal

Then he began to talk about offices in v;».^ f i.now pretty obvious possibilities 5i 7 '''^^' ""''^

important people, he a'lk^d the h^^^^^^^ ^"''"^^^ ""''^

«ation, I had thought more of mv « '*'^"* *'«°^«'--

that I fancied like Reeilus T > Tk7 °*''' "'^^ ^ *«ld him
department. • Yes 'he In wV1 ?' ^" ^^^^ *° *^'« '^^h
think so. The trudi il tT - T"' " ^"'"'^ «^ his eye, ' I

I a.n Chained^ttar :^rcEed!^^^-^
'' '^ ^^ '

II

..^^r—rrriT-rt-^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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allowed to join him there, he seemed already to Imve a grund
majority of thrcu flgurcM, to have ki»Hed handH, and to ho

installed in Downing Street. This confldence whh indi8{)en-

sable to him. At the end of his talk he went up to prepare

some notes for the speech that he was to make in the after-

noon at GlaMgow. Just before the carriage came to take him
to the train, I heard him calling from the library. In 1

went, and found him hurriedly thumbing the leaves of a
Horace. » Tell me,' he cried, » can you put your flnger on tlie

pasmige about Castor and Pollux? I've just thought of

something ; Castor and Pollux will finish my speech at (llas-

gow.' » Isn't it in the Third Book ?' said I. ' No, no ; I'm

pretty sure it is in the First Book '— busily turning over

the pag^es. * Ah, here it is,' and then he read out the noble

lines with animated modulation, shut the book with a ban;,',

and rushed off exultant to the carriage. This became one of

the finest of his perorations.^ His delivery of it that after-

noon, they said, was most majestic— the picture of the wreck,

and then the calm that gradually brought down the towering

billows to the surface of the deep, entrancing the audience

like magic.

Then came a depressing week. The polls flowed in, all

day long, day after day. The illusory hopes of many montiis

faded into night. The three-figure majority by the end of

the week had vanished so completely, that one wondered
how it could ever have been thought of. On July 18 his

own Midlothian poll was declared, and instead of his old

majority of 4000, or the 8000 on which he counted, he was
only in by 690. His chagrin was undoubtedly intense, for

he had put forth every atom of his strength in the campaign.

But with that splendid suppression of vexation which is one

of the good lessons that men learn in public life, he put a

brave face on it, was perfectly cheery all through the

luncheon, and afterwards took me to the music-room, where

instead of constructing a triumphant cabinet with a majority

of a hundred, he had to try to adjust an Irish policy to a

parliament with hardly a majority at all. These topics

exhausted, with a curiously quiet gravity of tone he told me

1 See Appendix, Hor. Carm. i. 12, 25.
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do with l.i.t if .r X
* "'"'' "'•""•* laughing, ' I can

piloted tTe^n:!-eoi°p^.rwTh' itdTjr ?'
Y-^^-««i

£t. 83.

m

on thi. would seem to l« eno^^S hI" n
^^--^ation.

try to work hu l.j«l
,*°°"p- ^^o^^ could he refuse to

wmmm
of office or the postponement of an Irish bill after tlkTcroffice, be made intelligible in Ireland itself? Again,th^2of honour zn Ireland was equally the path of honoi a„d of

S^e^h"
^^«**.»"*^-- Were British liberals, who hadgiven h,m a majority, partly from disgust at Irish rercionpartly from faith that he could produfe a work nV plan of

^ ^wrr'V",' "''''I
'^""^ ^^P«« «f reform? of he^

ra;;;Trh ^ ^TI ***"' '^'" ^^^^^^ «°"W ^o nothinglor any of their special objects ?
*

ISS^h?*''^'*^ ^T^ '°™* oonsolation in a precedent. In^5 he argued, 'the Melbourne government came in w'th a

tmrty by the O Connell contingent of forty. And they staid
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H<><»K in for six yoars and a luUf, the l()nj,n..st lived govornnicnf
mu'ti Lord Livcrpoors.i IJnt tlic Iriwli \vt«ro undt-r tl.« i-oni-

1H02.

it.

niand of a muster
; an.l Ireland, searcely bejjinninj; lu.r

poiitiwil life, had to bo eontent with HUiall niereies. Lastly,
that jrovernnient was rather slaek, and on this jjronnd j,e"r-

ha|.s eonld n..t well be taken as a pattern.' In tho present
ease, the altitndo of tho Parnellite jfronp who continned the
sehisni that i)ej,'an in tho events of the wint..r of ISDO, was
not likely to prove a jjravo diHieulty in parliament, and in
faet it did not. The mischief hero was in tho oiToet of Irisli
fond up<m publio opinion in the eountry. AsiMr. (Jladstone
pnt .1 in the course of a lett.-r that he had occasion to write
to me (N'»ivend)er 2t>, 1SJ)J):

Ihitiltho si-IuMin arose, wo had every pro8|>pet of a majority
ai.proiu-hii.K those of ISCS and l.S«0. Witli tho death of AI,'.

I'arnoll it was supposed that it must perforeo close. l{„t this
expectation hius been disappointed. The existenco and workin-
of it havi^ to no small extent puzzhnl and bewildered tlio English
people. They cannot comprehoiul how a ipiarrel, to them utterly
unintelliK'ible (some oven think it.lisereditable), should kMilUnvcl
to divide tho host in tho face of tho enemy; and their unity aiui
zeal have lM>en deadone.l in proportion. Iferein wo see the main
cause why our majority is not more than double what it actually
numbers, and tho ditference iK.tweeu these two scales of uuijority
represents, as I apprehend, the difference between power to carry
tho bill as tho (Church and Laud bills were carried into law, an.l
tho default of such power. The main nnschief has already been
done; but it receives additional confirmation with the lapse of
every week or month.

In forniinj,' his fotirtli administration Mr. fJladstono found
one or two obstacles on which ho had not reckoned, and
jterhaps could not have boon expected to reckon. Ity
tiiat forbearance of which bo was a master, they were
in good tiiuo surmounted. Now men, of a i.romiso soon
amply fnltilled, wore taken in, including, to Mr. (J lad-
Htono's own partieiUar satisfaction, tho son of tho oldest

» Lord I'alinenston'B gi)venuiu-iit of 1851) was shorter by only a few days.
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tzf'° """"""•• '""''- »f i.i. ,™ Si,. ,, !
Air. (Jliidstone rcnuii,,.,! as I„.,ul r,f M

year and a few „...., ,., ^..v,"
'

h! !.
" /v ^^Tr^""'

'- =t

^i'- of the eluuU <;; , :^^^^^^^^^
''-» '•-« I.y the

«->'"> against its own profess...? .;
^;'"'^"'f,' "8 it might

"^ <'"' --vention, an W si ""•'^;!'"* »''" -^ti.ieation

N'.-..otiations di.i not l iVv "''''Vf '•^' "'" f'"""''^-*-'-

<>"t of existenee whc" o . s T'
T' ""•^' '""^ ""^ I«»--l

'"""'•'•>• ^" tl.o "ewVo I™^^^^^^^^^
a friendly

I'o given to overturf« r"o el^t " ""'""" '"^''^>' ^"
ro optning the negotiations. The

Hero is the Fourth Cabinet :_

lltinir Sfrr^l..^. ' ' • • . - Nil. W 1. .i J'

( hnnrellor of ,hf vxchequtr,
Jlomr xecrrtnry,

.

'

ColiiHitil .lerrrtiiry,

'

'^'"•Mar;/ for w„r
"

^' <'<:'" ry.tor SrotlamI,
.

'
'

'';'':t;»toftheh,„ml„ftradr

Hc.-j>rf,u ..u/thevounca:. '. '

^;r \V V. HarcWrt
J«.

11. AHl|l|ith.
F'arl of UtiHcliery
MnniuiK of Hip,,,,'.

n. r.i...,,lK.ll-n«nnernian.
r.nri .SiM'notT.

•loliii Moricy.
Sir (J. (). TiVvolyan
A. ,1. Miiii.IHla.
II. II. K<>wl(<r.

JttineH llryce.
Arnold Morlcy.
'[ <• •'^''•iw I...fevre.
A. II. 1). Acland.

t'llAI'.

VII.

*... M.
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BOOK answer was that if France had suggestions to offer, thev

L

'

' . would be received in the same friendly spirit in which they

1892. '^^^^ tendered. When any communications were received.

Mr. Gladstone said in the House of Commons, there would
be no indisposition on our part to extend to them our
friendly consideration. Of all this nothing came. A rather
serious ministerial crisis in Egypt in January 1893, followed
by a ministerial crisis in Paris in April, arrested whatever
projects of negotiation France may have entertained.^

IV

In December (1892), at Hawarden, Mr. Gladstone said to

me one day after we had been working for five or six hours
at the heads of the new Home Rule bill, that his general
health was good and sound, but his sight and his hearing were
80 rapidly declining, that he thought he might almost any
day have to retire from office. It was no moment for banal
deprecation. He sat silently pondering this vision in his

own mind, of coming fate. It seemed like Tennyson's famous
simile—

So dark a forethought rolled about his brain,

As oi. a dull day iu an ocean cave

The blind wave feeling round his long sea-hall

In dilence.

It would have been preternatural if he had shown the

same overwhelming interest that had animated him when
the Irish policy was fresh in 1886. Yet the instinct of a

strong mind and the lifelong habit of ardent industry
carried him through his Sisyphean toil. The routine

business of head of a government he attended to, with all

his usual assiduity, and in cabinet he was clear, careful,

methodical, as always.

The preparation of the bill was carefully and elaborately

worked by Mr. Gladstone through an excellent committee

> See Mr. Gladsto.ie's speeches and Book for 1893, for M. Waddin^ton'g
answers to questions in the House of despatches of Nov. 1, 1892, May 6,
Commons, Jan. 1, P'eb. .^, and May 1803, and Feb. 1, 1893.
1, 1893. See also the French Yellow
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of the cabinet. » Hero l,o ™
device, expedient, aTdhtar:^^^^^^^^^^^^^ of chap.
vehement and bearing down UkeTlr 7\ ""''""^ "^«» J^ILof more modest tonnage. But ,VT '''''' "P°° ^'•^ft^and here as everywhere d;ehel ^«^»«°»««<=e was rare,

^" ''

the points andVmen" orothe7"*V'^'""^«*««"
opportunities of deliberation in a

^'""P^^' "« nought
under that excelled'ta^e to h*°

''"^^^^^^^

harangue, or to overwork secondr^*'
'^' "' ^^ *he

treat the many as made foroTe \^^^^^^^^^^ «^ «" *o
mto counsel for the sake nf « ,

*° ^^y^ he went
bully, or insist on Ws^tn wavZ '

'°' °°* ^'^ ^^J^^^' o^
In the high article of fiance ^her^ '' "'' ^'' °-° ^^y-
It was an intricate and diffilltT "T^^ '^' « *'^«^-
of the case, and amol tS,

"''' ^^ *^« necessity

discovery a; one pJnf that
?^^^^*"°- ^^ '^ was the

furnished to him bf le ^ ' ""T^ ^^"'^ ^^^ ^^^^^
truly heinous crimeVbTwftWr*- J"'

^'''''^'^ ^^'^

experience.
*^°"* * precedent in his huge

The crucial difl5cul*v was th^ t •
v.

Westminster. In the first b 11 of 1886.^;^*^'^'''^ ^'
were to come no more to the imperial fa'rl^ f '"''"^^^^

one or two special purposes ST ,
P*'^^^'"^"*' ^^eept for

policy of excision were elthP. ?
^° alternatives to the

bers for all purposes or 1 i'"!"" °^ *^« ^^sh mem-
purposes only^ ThJ sneeoh .

«'' '"'^^"^^°" ^^'^ ""P-ial
stone favoured provLioSto '"''* ^" '''^' ^'^•- «^ad-
a return to the^aSr plants""',

"^''''"' ^^^J"^'- *<>

be recommended by subse ' en/
'"'''" '^ '^'' '^^^'^

now introduced (Fel 13 1893,
.^y;"«°««-" In the bill

Ireland were to have sLs at w ^?*^ representatives from
not to vote upon motionTor Uu7 'T'' ^"' '^'y ^«^«
land or Scotland, and th^L "

rlTh^'"^^
*« ^"^-

Plan was soon found to be thT.n •
! f'

^^'"''^"ons. This
of Commons. ExclusLn ha:^^;"^^^^^^^^^ 1 ^'^^ «--
duced numbers for limifpH T ,

' *"** inclusion of re-

•Ihopelamn !r ^ P"'"' ^""^°^ ^^"^d, the only
np»t^^,i»™ not betraying a eahi- p.—u.,. _

"^^

mittM wm!v,™ ^"'i""
t''** this com-

io^ sTacr'?!**'^'- Gladstone,
opeacer, Lord HerscheU, Mr.

VOL. Ill—.2k

Campbell-Bannennann. Mr n™-and myself. ' "'• ^lyce,

* See abore, p. 386.
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1893.

course left open was what was called omnes omnia, or rather
the inclusion of eighty Irish members, with power of voting
on all purposes.

Each of the three courses was open to at least one
single, but very direct, objection. Exclusion, along with
the exaction of revenue from Ireland by the parliament at
Westminster, was taxation without representation. Inclu-
sion for all purposes was to allow the Irish to meddle in our
affairs, while we were no longer to meddle in theirs. Inclu-
sion for limited purposes still left them invested with the
power of turning out a British government by a vote against
it on an imperial question. Each plan, therefore, ended in

a paradox. There was a fourth paradox, namely, that when-
ever the British supporters of a government did not suffice to

build up a decisive majority, then the Irish vote descending
into one or other scale of the parliamentary balance might
decide who should be our rulers. This paradox— the most
glaring c; them all— habit and custom have made familiar,

and familiarity might almost seem to have actually endeared
it to us. In 1893 Mr. Gladstone and his colleagues thought
themselves compelled to change clause 9 of the new bill,

just as they had thought themselves forced to drop clause 24
of the old bill.

It was Mr. Gladstone's performances in the days of com-
mittee on the bill, that stirred the wonder and admiration
of the House. If he had been fifty they would have been
astonishing ; at eighty-four they were indeed a marvel. He
made speeches of powerful argument, of high constitutional

reasoning, of trenchant debating force. No emergency arose

for which he was not ready, no demand that his versa-

tility was not adequate to meet. His energy never flagged.

When the bill came on, he would put on his glasses, pick up
the paper of amendments, and running through them like

lightning, would say, 'Of course, that's absurd— that will

never do—we can never accept that— is there any harm in

this?' Too many concessions made on the spur of the
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moment to the unionista Bf,-,. i

alists, and once ZZceltt ''''"fT*
^^ *^« '^''"on- chap

splendours of his had tCperif ^'''-'it
''""« ^^^^^pretty obvious drawbackTof . .l,-

^"'"''^ °"*t° J»i°> the ^T^
we went along witLnn .V "^^ ^"^^''«*« ^"e^tions as

'•"*•

luncheon, when the Ejan T/f.^' "° '°"^ before
the amendments of the dav o m ' ^'"'''^ threshed out
his consideration. He wafhorHfi T ''^ ^^^^ P-°*« ^^r
;0"t of the question. Do you w . f f'

"'^^ *^«"^^^*-
[-ve the whole of the IrnLrf '" ^'" "^«- ' '-»«*
business. Don't ask me 'i^ """ ^'°^^ government
Obstruction was frppiv r^-o *• ,

The chief fighting Ser'^^rst tt
'^^''^"^ ^^'"-«-

a long second-reading speech S ft
.S^«^e™nient made

stand part of the bS. Tlhtl! W "'°*'°° '^"* '^' '^^'^
the fighting debater was w n^

' ''^^' ""'^^"^^ ^hen
undecided about speak^g "whatV"' "^^^^^^^-e was
of a friend.

^ I am afraid' it lit I f"
'^^''''' ^« ««k«d

the friend replied; 'bu st^I ffo/t ""f
'"' '^^ ^°"''

no more.' Up he rose an^ ? u ,.
^'^^^^^ "'^"tes and

House was treatedt'o^fofthe "/^'^^ * '^^^^^'^*«'^

formances that ever was known %Tf """^^'^^ P^^'
Gladstone,' says one observer T?' ^

^ "^''^^ ^^^"^ Mr.
the resources of the actX; " ^ '

" ''''"''' ^' ^
and the melodrama of it wirjrrJ- r^^TM^^T"'^'

spoth:^:;:;:::'^::^^^^^^^^^^^^ m. Gladstone
a sudden change, and7 elm "d tw, "^ '""'• ''^^° ^^«
f^m sheer ph/si al exhau LT H ' "'' ^'^'^^ *° -"-?««
indistinctness took the pil1"f dl"" "'''' '"'^""« ^''^

pulling himself together for! . 1 '' ^°^ ^""''"^'y- Then
the deprecatory^r "t M. ^h L^'""^-

^^^'^^*°- P«-*-g
to beware of^4^'',^^,^'^,^!'^^^-^
them in his snare Lold and ,

"' "'° "'^"^'^ ^"^'^le-Loud and long rang the liberal cheers
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In plain words he told the unionists that Mr. Chamberlain's
purpose was none other than obstruction, and he conveyed the
intimation with a delicate expressiveness, a superabundant good
feeling, a dramatic action and a marvellous music of voice that
conspired in their various qualities to produce a tour de force.

By sheer strength of enthusiasm and an overflowing wealth of
eloquence, Mr. Gladstone literally conquered every physical weak-
ness and secured an effect electric in its influence even on seasoned
' old hands.' Amidst high excitement and the sound of cheering
that promised never to die away the House gradually melted into

the lobbies. Mr. Gladstone, exhausted with his effort, chatted
to Mr. Morley on the treasury bench. Except for these two
the government side was deserted, and the conservatives had
already disappeared. The nationalists sat shoulder to shoulder,

a solid phalanx. They eyed the prime minister with eager intent,

and as soon as the venerable statesman rose to walk out of the
House, they sprang to their feet and rent the air with wild
hurrahs.

1^,

B
ii^i

No wonder if the talk downstairs at dinner among his
colleagues that night, all turned upon their chief, his art and
power, his union of the highest qualities of brain and heart
with extraordinary practical penetration, and close watchful-
ness of incident and trait and personality, disclosed in many
a racy aside and pungent sally. The orator was fatigued,
but full of keen enjoyment. This was one of the three or
four occasions when he was induced not to return to the
House after dinner. It had always been his habit in taking
charge of bills to work the shi.i himself. No wonder that
he held to this habit in this case.

On another occasion ministers had taken ground that, as

the debate went on, everybody saw they could not hold. An
official spokesman for the bill had expressed an opinion, or

intention, that, as very speedily appeared, Irish opposition
would not allow to be maintained. There was no great
substance in the point, but even a small dose of humiliation
will make a parliamentary dish as bitter to one side as it is

savoury to the other. The opposition grew more and more
radiant, as it grew more certain that the official spokesman
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must be thrown over ThaA- ^
at the prospect of the Duhnr°" .•«'' °^ *^" '°''>'«t«"«I«ts CHAP
was extremein the s:^tLTT'''''''' ^' *^«^^ ^^^^S
It up,' said Mr. Glad8ton« T^ ""^^"^ "^^ """st give ^T^
rose, he was greeted wthmni'T "'""'' ^^^ ^^^^ ^-
though the eU;s cTiS rn'lItaTLf- *^« -.,,
h« Protean resources were less confiden "'V'?^"*"*'^

''
tone of easy gravity and candour L11; ^'«^'""'"ff >° »
pleasant banter, got his audi«no«

'
* "^ '° P°^»t« of

amtle bewilde'rfd; olZt'Z':^^^^.^^^^^^^^^ ^n,
ments on the merits; and Slv I h ^ ^'""'^"^ «^^»-
summate sport, showek in trS^^at1 ''"'^'^. '^^ ^''"-

we consented to make was so r^U a
''°"««««ion that

have been inevitable frrthe ^r!. fi"rst"T'
*'"^ '' ™"«*

iDore effectively turned- the nZi .•
" ^^^®'" ^ere tables

amazement, then with exciLnTr ? 7"*'''^«^ «"* ^ith
watch a wizard; a^d he sat dl '°^ ^'"^^* «« ^^"dren
word was said 'or couW be sffd ^^v*"""" ^"' ^^^her
-entary years.' said a porerfTuetZ'"'' '"u'" ™^ P"^'^'

opposite.ashepassedbEthA T °° *^' ^'"^'^^ bench
I seen «« wondLul 1 tSn^ afttr

^'^^^' '°^^^^ ^^^

obstr:cr °^i:l^ r^i^^r ^-^ ^ '-'-^^ - ^^«
cent as the garden of Eden before 17.7'? ""I"'

*« ^""°-

was not serious; it had be! twlV . '
^"* *^' «°°dition

out occupying the House of ^n^ f
""""^ ^'^°''« ^^*h.

an evening a week Z^not .>, T*'"'
^^' "'^°"*««- ^"w

debate on^disorder "ciarl Itf 7 T' ''^^ ' ^«"-
nmtter of urgent impor ance /h k T"^'^ "« '^ ^^^^i^
and though three uZr;2:Xnti'''T''' ^•^"^'

(travelling entirely out of his nronpTr ^"^^' ^'^ *««'^«

the state of thingl ifwiSr. "'''^^'^^^"«""^«'i
censure in eight weeks. '"PP°'' «^« ^otes of

On one of these votes of censure or -r" ^ • •

moved by Mr. Balfour (March 27^ Mr >
.

;^™'"'«tration.

the debate. At 8 we be/^d h
^' J'

""'""^ ^^'^^ "«*«°«d to
the trouble to speak so trul °'* '?*"^""^ "°* *« ^ake
«aid he must, !f oLl! for? '^ ""^^ '^' ^^°^« ^ff^i--- He
identified him;eIf wfth h' t t

'"•'"'*''' *° '^°^ *^** ^«with his Irish minister. He left to dine



602 THK FOURTH ADMINISTRATION

1808.

and then before ten was on his feet, making what Lord
Randolph Cliurchill rightly called 'a most impressive and
entrancing speech.' He talked of Pat this and Michael that,

and Father the other, as if he had pondered their cases for a
month, clenching every point with extraordinary strength
as well as consummate ease and grace, and winding up with
some phrases of wonderful s] plicity and concentration.

A distinguished member made a motion for the exclusion
of Irish cabinet ministers from their chamber. Mr. Gladstone
was reminded on the bench just before he rose, that the same
proposal had been inserted in the Act of Settlement, and
repealed in 1705. He wove this into his speech with a skill,

and amplified confidence, that must have made everybody
suppose that it was a historic fact present every day to his

mind. The attention of a law-officer sitting by was called to

this rapid amplification. ' I never saw anything like it in

all my whole life,' said the law-officer ; and he was a man
who had been accustomed to deal with some of the strongest

and quickest minds of the day as judges and advocates.

One day when a tremendous afternoon of obstruction had
almost worn him down, the adjournment came at seven
o'clock. He was haggard and depressed. On returning at

ten we found him making a most lively and amusing speech
upon procedure. He sat down as blithe as dawn. 'To
make a speech of that sort,' he said in deprecation of com-
pliment, 'a man does best to dine out; 'tis no use to lie

on a sofa and think about it.'

Undoubtedly Mr. Gladstone's method in this long com-
mittee carried with it some disadvantages. His discursive

treatment exposed an enormous surface. His abundance of

illustration multiplied points for debate. His fertility in

improvised arguments encouraged improvisation in dis-

putants without the gift. Mr. Gladstone always supposed
that a great theme needs to be copiously handled, which is

perhaps doubtful, and indeed is often an exact inversion of

the true state of things. However that may be, copiousness
is a game at which two can play, as a patriotic opposition

now and at other times has eifectually disclosed. Some
thought in these days that a man like Lord Althorp, for
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instance, would have frivpn t),^ u .

with a reasonable oZZtiono'JT'^'^' """^ ^^ ''""«' »"d
it was computed ST^i7.^^^^^^ '«ith,

m nineteen days. But th« h.. I ^'^°"8:»i committee

faith was notfhouiht toL^^K ''' °^ '""*««" ««d good
resolved on resorufe^^^^^^^^^ -^ *he cabinet

had been used by the ll " '' ' ^'^' *'*"' °" ^^'^^ it

Crimes Act of 1887 and^ rT'^T '" *^« '^' °f «'e

been said since on Leltn
'^^.^P^^'^' Commission. It has

of their good flithXGl'^"'^^*^^^^^
now running ab oliitely shorter

' ^"""^^'^^ "PP''"^"*'^ --«
used the same a^umi^ s^d "7 T"""^^^
so many weeks, tLy Zl :oZ:t\nt\Z'lT''TJ'''was superfluous. Of tliese strait« >.! ,

g»'"otme

evidence. Mr. GladstorentS intoT'
*'"' "" "*"«

a good deal of chagrin. He saTthat th t" "P''"*'"" ^'*^

in which he did his work andT * f'
"°"'^ °^ Commons

out of sight, and i7;tirn^/i:r":'f^^^^

«por.ibility and practice takLtltsplatf
""' ''''''' ^' -

whltTrSirgr;:^^^^^^^^^^^^^ The
to hold that thH meZ . f'V''- ^' '' "«t necessary

it had been wen spit tC ^''l
*'' '''' ^^ '""^ *««k, if

illustrated ^ he pj "a of IT^r "^ '^' ^'^''' -«« ^Ptly

;^ra eertainUL^ttt\';tt^^^^^^^^^ '' -«/

Irish character and Irish f.?^' ^^ ''^*''* ''^ ^ ^'«- ^^

hardly have been vty deep vho^f '^;^''^"'' *^^* «-
later the most bitter'oppont'^^^^^^^^ J^"

>--
a policj, that was to rnVtT t u

'""'' ^••'*™ launched

the hated EnZd tothVr ^r"'^
'"•^^* ^^'^*«^« ^o

pounds,andw? tod!1 '^ ' ' '"'
^'""'^'''^ """"""

Persi^te^tly^lli:J ht^^^^^^ ^^^
^^T

'''' ^^
'iiy inenas of the imperial connection.
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The bill passed its second reading by 847 against 8'"^, or
a majority of 48. In some critical divisions, the majority
ran down to 27. The third reading was carried by 801
against 267, or a majority of 84. It was estimated that
excluding the Irish, there was a majority against the bill

of 28. If we counted England and Wales alone, the adverse
majority was 48. When it reached them, the Lords in-

continently threw it out. The roll of the Lords held 560
names, beyond the peers of the royal house. Of this body
of 560, no fewer than 419 voted against the bill, and only 41
voted for it.

If'

>i

JKl

VI

The session was protracted until it became the longest in
the history of parliament. The House was sitting when Mr.
Gladstone's eighty-fourth birthday arrived. ' Before putting
a question,' said Mr. Balfour in a tone ^hat, after the heat and
exasperations of so many months, was refi.shing to hear, ' per-
haps the right honourable gentleman will allow me, on my own
part and on that of my friends, to offer him our most sincere
congi-atulations.' ' Allow me to thank him,' said Mr. Glad-
stone, 'for his great courtesy and kindness.' The govern-
ment pressed fcward and carried through the House of
Commons a measure dealing with the liability of employers
for accidents, and a more important measure setting up
elective bodies for certain purposes in parishes. Into the
first the Lords introduced such changes as were taken to
nullify all the advantages of the bill, and the cabinet
approved of its abandonment. Into the second they forced
back certain provisions that the Commons had with full
deliberation decisively rejected.

Mr. Gladstone was at Biarritz, he records, when this hap-
pened in the January of 1894. He had gone there to recruit
after the incomparable exertions of the session, and also to
consider at a cool distance and in changed scenes other topics
that had for some weeks caused him some agitation. He
now thought that there was a decisive case against the
House of Lords. Apart from the Irish bill to which the

ii'i
IS
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Upon thewhoIe,heamued •tl''

"""''^""^ «r defeated.
' '

or practical Purpoaes^L ^rhaTdelT "? »!° "^ '"^^^
the House of Commons, unexamDl«r» !?

?^'^ ^'^^ ^"'"J^ °f
time and pains bestowed^Z? 1 r

*' ^°'^ ^"« »° t^e
to my colleague, in London; wher« .

1^^^'"*"'^ dissolution
the cabinet were found at1 hornet

' 7 "'°'' *''«° ^^l^'
graph a hopelessly adverse repirL ^f'^ ^^ *«^«-
idea drop, always muintaininrh;

««l"otantly he let the
tunity had been lost Cn^nTr\*''' "* "'^"^^ °P^^^^
h.m n 1897, he held to hi " text ^>. !

^conversation with
dissolved at this moment Th«\ J' ""^'^^ *° have
thorough, and complete As ha« T' ^'. ""^^' ^'^^ ^^^'^^^

there were four occasions on whic^^^^^f^ r^'-^^!had divined the right moment fol
!^'^^^^ *hat he

public opinion on f great que tit.* T^'''"^
'^^''^ *<>

'ncome tax in 1858 was the fir-f ^i,
'""^^^^ °' the

equality for Ireland in 1868
1'"

.1
^^"^"^^ °^ 'e^igious

was the third, and here he wasT,. « !, T""*^ '
home rule

and real progress that he^^^^1 ^^ '^' astonishing
at the end of 1890. The fouAh

"^ *° '^' catastrophe
-n upon the question o^f^^ttr,^^n^^'

» See above, U. p. 241.
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RETIREMENT FKOM PUBUU LIFE

(1894)

O, *TW a burden, Cromwell, 'tia a burden

Too heavy (or a man that hopes (or heaven.

Henr^ VIII. lU. 2.

• PoLiTios,' wrote Mr. Gladstone in one of his private memo-
randa in March 1894, 'are like a labyrinth, froni the inner

intricacies of which it is even more difficult to find the way
of escape, than it was to find the way into them. My age

did something but not enough. The deterioration of my
hearing helped, but insufficiently. It is the state of njy

sight which has supplied me with effectual aid in exchanging
my imperious public obligations for what seems to be a free

pi"! on " the breezy common of humanity." And it has

jeen within the last eight months, or thereabouts, that

the decay of working sight has advanced at such a pace as

to present the likelihood of its becoming stringently opera-

tive at an early date. It would have been very difficult to

fix that date at this or that precise point, without the appear-

ance of making an arbitrary choice ; but then the closing

of the parliamentary session (1893-4) offered a natural break

between the cessation and renewal of engagements, which

was admirably suited to the design. And yet I th.iik it, if

not certain, yet very highly probable at the least, that any

disposition of mine to profit by this break would— but for the

naval scheme of my colleagues ir '•he naval estimates— have

been frustrated by their desire to avoid the inconveniences

of a change, and by the pressure which they wouW have

brought to bear upon me in consequence. The effect of that
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O. 'lis a burden, fromwiiji, "tia a burden

Too h«*v> i"r A iii4!i Uiat Uopea for heaven.

UfHry V'lII. iii. 2.

BOOK » Politics," "rmtt Ms (J'adstone in <meof liis private m
randa in Marcli 1^94, 'are iikte a lal)yrintli, from the
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m« tn o*
pretext rather, of resignation, but to comDel Viu.

TwT "^'^ '^'^^ *^' -- -"""^ ^'^cient, and r:S;'^
no^pt *ed "^T?' '*'*'°'r'*

^^^^'^^'^^ *"^*h «« to -^at

Zt wafwwT "^ ^ "° '"^^ '"-'^^y '°^ °ot statingwnat was for a long tune matter of common surmise if notof common knowledge, that Mr. Gladstone d^oTrega^the naval estimates, opened but not settled in DecemJ^

of the cabinet would discover from Mr ri/. * "^^
Nor does the public JeTnTtMng ff^e! tt::\^T«n^essary reserve. Mr. Gladstone^ said he STd^V^eme his depositary' as things gradually moved on andt!wrote me a ^ries of short letters from day to day If they

dof >K''"f
''°"^ ^ Westminster HaU, no harm would S

tZilT '""'"'"^ ^°"«*^"«« °^ *° «t^«™5 th^ would

^rJv T ''*"'" ^"'' '^^"^^"^ ^^tJ^^' better or wo^e of^body
;
and no one with a decent sense of the value of timewould concern himself in aU the minor detaU of an ineffectualcontroversy. The central facts were simple. TwoTn^weighed with him, first his infirmities, and second hisZapproval of the policy. How, he asked himself, could he turn

m^n^^ 'TruTi;r.'^ '^^^"^"^ " party to swoUen ex-penditure? True he had changed from conservative to liberal

^
general pohtics, but when he was conservative that parTv

xra^^tToTir^^'.;'^^^^
'"^ ^^***«^ ^^'^^

«

^^^^^^
10 assent to this new outlay in time of peace was to revolutionise policy. Then he would go on_ * Owirrto thrn!^

then on the eastern question, I have come to be consider^not only ^ English but a European statesman My n^stands in Europe as a symbol of the policy of peace, m^oS^
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tion, and non-aggression. What would be said of my active
participation in a policy that will be taken as plunging
England into the whirlpool of militarism? Third, I have
been in active public life for a period nearly as long as the
time between the beginning of Mr. Pitt's first ministry and
the close of Sir Robert Peel's; between 1788 and 1846—
sixty-two years and a half. During that time I have
uniformly opposed militarism.' Thus he would put his
case.

After the naval estimates were brought forward, attempts
were naturally made at accommodation, for whether he
availed himself of the end of the session as a proper occa-
sion of retirement or not, he was bound to try to get the
estimates down if he could. He laboured hard at the task
of conversion, and though some of his colleagues needed no
conversion, with the majority he did not prevail. He
admitted that he had made limited concessions to scares in

1860 and in 1884, and that he had besides been repeatedly
responsible for extraordinary financial provisions having
reference to some crisis of the day :

I did this, (1) By a preliminary budget in 1864
; (2) By the final

budget of July 1869; by the vote of credit in July 1870; and
again by the vote of credit in 1884. Every one of these was
special, and was shown in each case respectively to be special by
the sequel

: no one of them had reference to the notion of estab-
lishing dominant military or even naval power in Europe. Their
amounts were various, but were adapted to the view taken, at

least by me, of the exigency actually present*

II

While the House after so many months of toil was still

labouring manfully upon English biUs, two of them of no
secondary importance, it was decided by his family and their
advisers that Mr. Gladstone should again try the effects of
Biarritz, and thither they went on January 13. Distance,
however, could not efface from his mind all thought of the
decision that the end of the session would exact from him.

* See Appendix for foither elucidation.
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Rumours began to fly abou^ ,« r j
nnnister upofhis reJntended t'^.

'"^^'^^ P"'"^ ^"^r-
naturaUy clad with intrin fc pttb^^^^^^^ t''

"^^« W^-communication was made to Te 1^"^.ithT ^T"'^ *^
It was to this eflfect, that th« .?!

^ ^ ^" authority.

office was untrue. It was true thTf ' " resigning

hiB age and the condition of J^s J'htZ T"'- ""T*^'
^'^'

judgment made relief from Tw- *''^'^««"o? ^^ in his

accordingly his ten^ e To^ LTl'"?^^^^ ^°^ *^*^

liable to interruption from thp-!
'" ** *°^ ™°™«°t

manent.
^ °* *^®'« <'*"^«' in their nature per-

Nature meanwhile could nnf o«.* v i .

ej-es nor eaiswe„ £tter H„„ i ,1 ("''™»"T 10) neither

composed. „d the ttofh!^ ''""f"" 'P^'ot was to be

of whloh we have Iread, h"L^^^°»«^. ""'S"--".
earned almost to importunitv fhl^ .' * colleagues

to postpone what Z of ^Sm c^r^^" '" *°'*'^'
truly felt to be. this ^moLntTf I^uth"' Thrd"''

•*'^™,
^mion on estimates remained, but fvln if th.t TT °*

been bridged, his sitrht an/^iT •
^* ''^'^^ have

whole. tL ;ationa?id «^fffl
?°^ "'"^^ °°' ^'^ °^»de

he only too jus ^deti"^^^^^ """ °' ^«^'^-«-' -
if the cabinet had comr^ v °"^ ^ ^^«^- Whether
spite of his great araJ i"^^^ T "'^"«*-' ^« -"Id in

of the importance ffwfrl!
^^'^^ "°"" *° ^^^^^^ "«^

ing to his w^r t hi „ T^ J°^'
""^ *'*°°''* *«"' Accord-

coLwhe^dT^lo VZ"^^ r\*'^ ^^"'^ ^^^
mind, .without the appearance '/ !n v? ^'

""f' "? ^^«

the time had come for ZfnK ft,

^^'*'^'^
'^**^*'«'' t^^at

quitting office.
'P*""^ *^" '^^'^'^l l^reak. and

land^*'fo^„dV^"'^'° *^.\^"«°^^ *^ Huston from Ire-

usual at his table in DoJl sWt ^T"**
^'"^ ^'^^^ ^

Ion. habit of a life,' he ^.l^Ze^X.;'j^V^^
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BOOK Of these passages, xf ever I have half or quarter of an hour
to spare, I find myself turning to my Horace translation.'He said the prorogation speech would be settled on Thurs-
day

;
the Queen would consider it on Friday ; the council

would be held on Saturday, and on that evening or afternoon
he should send m his letter of resignation.
The next day he had an audience at Buckingham Palace

and indirectly conveyed to the Queen what she might soon
expect to learn from him. His rigorous sense of lovalty to
colleagues made it improper and impossible to bring either
before the Queen or the public his difference of judgment on
matters for which his colleagues, not he, would be responsible
and on which they, not he, would have to take action. He
derived certain impressions at his audience, he told me, one
of them being that the Sovereign would not seek his advice
as to a successor.

He wrote to inform the Prince of Wales of the approaching

In thus making it known to your royal Highness, he concluded,
I desire to convey, on my own and my wife's part our fervent
thanks for the unbounded kindness which we have at all times
received from your royal Highness and not less from the beloved
Princess of Wales. The devotion of an old man is little worth •

but if at any time there be the smallest serrice which by informJ
tion or suggestion your royal Highness may believe me capable
of rendering, I shall remain as much at your command as if I had
continued to be an active and responsible servant of the Queen. I
remain with heartfelt loyalty and gratitude, etc.

The Prince expressed his sincere regret, said how deeply
the Princess and he were touched by the kind words about
them, and how greatly for a long number of years they had
valued his friendship and that of Mrs. Gladstone. Mr.
Balfour, to whom he also confidentially told the news, com-
municated among other graceful words, 'the special debt of
gratitude that was due to him for the immense public service
he had performed in fostering and keeping alive the great
traditions of the House of Commons.' The day after that
(March 1) was his last cabinet council, and a painful day it
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of Morifice totally unknown to the House of Lords. The
government had resolved that great as were the objections
to acceptance of the changes made by the Lords, the argu-
ments against rejection were stUl weightier. Then he struck 1

8 note of passion, and spoke with rising fire : —
j /

We are compelled to accompany that acceptance with the sorrow-
ful declaration that the differences, not of a temporary or casual
nature merely, but diflferences of conviction, differences of prejj'js-

session, differences of mental habit, and differences of fundamental
tendency, between the House of Lords and the House of Commons,
appear to have reached a development in the present year such as
to create a state of things of which we are compeUed to say that,
in our judgment, it cannot continue. Sir, I do not wish to use
hard words, which are easUy employed and as easily retorted— it

is a game that two can play at— but without using hard words,
without presuming to judge of motives, without desiring or ven-
turing to allege imputations, I ^ve felt it a duty to state what
appeared to me to be indisputable facts. The issue which is raised
between a deliberative assembly, elected by the votes of more than
6,000,000 people, and a deliberative assembly occupied by many
men of virtue, by many men of talent, of course with considerable
diversities and varieties, is a controversy which, when once raised,
must go forward to an issue.

Men did not know that they were listening to his last
speech, but his words feU in with the eager humour of his
followers around him, and he sat down amid vehement
plaudits. Then when the business was at an end, he rose,
and for the last time walked away from the House of
Commons. He had first addressed it sixty-one years before.

in

The following day (March 2) he busied himself in packing
his papers, and working at intervals on his translation of
Horace. He told me that he had now reason to suppose
that the Queen might ask him for advice as to his successor.
After some talk, he said that if asked he should advise her
to send for Lord Spencer. As it happened, his advice was
not sought. That evening he went to Windsor to dine and
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I

tained my tender of reiigution. She asked whether she ought
tlien to read it I said there was nothing in the letter to require it.

It repeated my former letter of notice, with the requisite additions!
.1 must notice what, though slight, supplied the only incident of

any interest in this perhaps rather memorable audience, which
olossd a service that would reach to fifty-three years on September
3, when I was sworn privy councillor before the Queen at Claremont.
Whea I came into the room and came near to take the seat she
has now for some time courteously commanded, I did think she
was going to 'break down.' If I was not mistaken, at any rate
she rallied herself, as I thought, by a prompt effort, and remained
collected and at her ease. Then came the conversation, which may
be called neither here nor there. Its only material feature was nega-
tive. There was not one syllable on the past, except a repetition,
an emphatic repetition, of the thanks she had long ago amply
rendered for what I had done, a service of no great merit, in the
matter of the Duke of Coburg, and which I assured her would
not now escape my notice if occasion should arise. There was the
question of eyes and ears, of German versus English oculists, she
believing in the German as decidedly superior. Some reference
to my wife, with whom she had had an interview and had ended it

affectionately,— and various nothings. No touch on the subject of
the last Ponsonby conversation. Was I wrong in not tendering
orally my best wishes? I was afraid that anything said by me
should have the appearance of touting. A departing servant has
some title to offer his hopes and prayers for the future; but a
servant is one who has done, or tried to do, service in the past.

There is in all this a great sincerity. There also seems to be some
little mystery as to my own case with her. I saw no sign of

embarrassment or preoccupation. The Empress Frederick was
outside in the corridor. She bade me a most kind and warm fare-

well, which I had done nothing to deserve.

The letter tendered to the Queen in the box was this : —
Mr. Gladstone presents his most humble duty to your Majesty.

The close of the session and the approach of a new one have
offered Mr. Gladstone a suitable opportunity for considering the

condition of his sight and hearing, both of them impaired, in rela-

tion to his official obligations. As they now place serious and
also growing obstacles in the way of the efficient discharge of
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The Qoera would gladlj h*ve oonftmd a peenfe on Mr. OUd-
tone, but she knows he would not accept it

Hie laet act in relation to thia doeing loene of the great
official drama waa a letter to General Ponsonby (March 6) : —
The first entrance of a man to Windsor Castle in a responsible

oharaoter, is a great erent in his life; and hU last departure
from it is not less moving. But in and during the process
which led up to this transaction on Saturday, my action has
been in the strictest sense sole, and it has required me in
circumstances partly known to harden my heart into a flint.

However, it is not even now so hard, but that I can feel
what you have most kindly written; nor do I fail to observe
with pleasure that you do not speak absolutely in the singular.
If there were feelings that made the occasion sad, such feelings do
not die with the occasion. But this letter must not be wholly one
of egotism. I have known and have liked and admired all the
men who have served the Queen in your delicate and responsible
office; and have liked most, probably because I knew him most,
the last of them, that most true-hearted man. General Grey.
But forgive me for saying you are 'to the manner bom'; and
such a combination of tact and temper with loyalty, intelligence,
and truth I cannot expect to see again. Pray remember these
are words which can only pass from an old man to one much
younger, though trained in a long experience.

It is hardly in human nature, in spite of Charles v., SuUa,
and some other historic persona, to lay down power beyond
recaU, without a secret pang. In Prior's lines that came to
the mind of brave Sir Walter Scott, as he saw the curtain
falling on his days,—

The man in graver tragic nown,
(Though his best part long since was done,)
Still on the stage desires to tarry . . .

Unwilling to retire, though weary.

Whether the departing minister had a lingering thought
that in the dispensations of the world, purposes and services
would stiU arise to which even yet he might one day be
summoned, we do not know. Those who were nearest to
him believe not, and assuredly he made no outer sign.
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to me by the providence of God a period of comparative leisure,
reckoning at the present date to four and a half months. Such a

18M. period drives the mind in upon itself, and invites, almost constrains,
to recollection, and the rendering at least internally an account of
life

;
further it lays the basis of a habit of meditation, to the forma-

tion of which the course of my existence, packed and crammed
with occupation outwards, never stagnant, oft-times overdriven, has
been extremely hostile. As there is no life which in its detail
does not seem to afford intervals of brief leisure, or what is termed
'waiting' for others engaged with us in some common action,
these are commonly spent in murmurs and in petulant desire for
their termination. But in reality they supply excellent oppor-
tunities for brief or ejaculatory prayer.

As this new period of my life has brought with it my retirement
from active business in the worid, it affords a good opportunity
for breaking off the commonly dry daily journal, or ledger as it

might almost be called, in which for seventy years I have recorded
the chief details of my outward life. If life be continued I propose
to note in it henceforward only principal events or occupations.
This first breach since the latter part of May in this year has been
involuntary. When the operation on my eye for cataract came, it

was necessary for a time to suspend all use of vision. Before
that, from the beginning of March, it mus only my out-of-door
activity or intercourse that had been paralysed. . . . For my
own part, auave man magno steals upon me ; or at any rate, an in-

expressible sense of relief from an exhausting life of incessant
contention. A great revolution has been operated in my corre-

spondence, which had for many years been a serious burden, and
at times one almost intolerable. During the last months of par-
tial incapacity I have not written with my own hand probably so
much as one letter per day. Few people have had a smaller
number of otiose conversations probably than I in the last fifty

years; but I have of late seen more friends and more freely,
though without practical objects in view. Many kind friends
have read books to me; I must place Lady Sarah Spencer at the
head of the proficients in that difficult art; ; in distinctness of

articulation, with low clear voice, she is supreme. Dearest
Catherine has been my chaplain from morning to morning. My
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ten at the earliest. And so a Hawarden practice of over fifty
years is interrupted; not without some degree of hope that it

may be resumed. Two evening services, one at 6 p.m. and the
other at 7, afford me a limited consolation. I drive almost every
day, and thus grow to my dissatisfaction more burdensome. My
waJking powers are limited; once I have exceeded two mUes by
a little. A large part of the day remains available at my table;
daylight is especially precious ; my correspondence is still a weary
weight, though I have admirable help from children. Upon the
whole the change is considerable. In early and mature life a man
walks to his daily work with a sense of the duty and capacity of
self-provision, a certain airipKoa [independence] (which the
Greeks carried into the moral world). Now that sense is re-
versed; it seems as if I must, God knows how reluctantly, lay
burdens upon others; and as if capacity were, so to speak, dealt
out to me mercifully —but by armfuls.

Old age until the very end
,brought no grave changes in

physical conditions. He missed sorely his devoted friend,
Sir Andrew Clark, to whose worth as man and skill as
healer he had borne public testimony in May 1894. But
for physician's service there was no special need. His
ordinary life, though of diminished power, suffered little
interruption. 'The attitude,' he wrote, 'in which I endea-
voured to fix myself was that of a soldier on parade, in a
Une of men drawn up ready to march and waiting for the
wor i of command. I sought to be in preparation for prompt
ooemence, feeling no desire to go, but on the other hand
without reluctance because firmly convinced that whatever
He ordains for us is best, best both for us and for all.'

He worked with all his old zest at his edition of Bishop
Butler, and his volume of studies subsidiary to Butler. He
wrote to the Duke of Argyll (Dec. 5, 1895) :—

I find my Butler a weighty undertaking, but I hope it will be
useful at least for the important improvements of form which I
am making.

It is very difficult to keep one's temper in dealing with M.
Arnold when he touches on religious matters. His patronage of
a Christianity fashioned by himself is to me more offensive an.)
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Had I the years of 1876 upon me,' he said to one of his sons,
' gladly would I start another campaign, even if as long as that.'

To discuss, almost even to describe, the course of his

policy and proceedings in the matter of Armenia, would
bring us into a mixed controversy affecting statesmen now
living, who played an unexpected part, and that controversy
may well stand over for another, and let us hope a very
distant, day. Whether we had a right to interfere single-

handed; whether we were bound as a duty to interfere

under the Cyprus Convention; whether our intervention
would provoke hostilities on the part of other Powers and
even kindle a general conflagration in Europe; whether our
severance of diplomatic relations with the Sultan or oar
withdrawal from the concert of Europe would do any good;
what possible form armed intervention could take— all

these are questions on which both liberals and tories

vehemently differed from one another then, and will

vehemently differ again. Mr. Gladstone was bold and firm

in his replies. As to the idea, he said, that all independent
action on the part of this great country was to be made
chargeable for producing war in Europe, 'that is in my
opinion a mistake almost more deplorable than almost any
committed in the history of diplomacy.' We had a right

under the convention. We had a duty under the responsi-

bilities incurred at Paris in 1856, at Berlin in 1878. The
upshot of his arguments at Liverpool was that we should
break off relations with the Sultan; that we should under-
take not to turn hostilities to our private advantage; that

we should limit our proceedings to the suppression of

mischief in its aggravated form; and if Europe threatened
us with war it might be necessary to recede, as France had
receded under parallel circumstances from her individual

policy on the eastern question in 1840,— receded without
loss either of honour or power, believing that she had been
right and wise and others wrong and unwise.

If Mr. Gladstone had still had, as he puts it, ' the years of

1876,' he might have made as deep a mark. As it was, his

speech at Liverpool was his last great deliverance to a public

audience. As the year ended this was his larthday entry:—
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87ttt«!!' ^T'Z^^ i""^
"^^ '^^^'^ "'« '^^ ^'^y concludes its CHAP

lln/T ,^y'*'^«''''«'if°«'^*y»''hort of that tern. I know «
HM been that of politician, or, more strictly, minister of state anextremely short-lived race when their scene'of action hLt^^ n

Chest is ;he only inCriL thtIT:lrer? "' twithout hop« that Cannes may have a CiHe^ o^\ZtThe blessings of famUy life continue to be pouri in the Cert

S^^rZll^'*'^'"'- ^--/^"Poralaf^irsTtnriven Still old age is appointed for the gradual loosenincr *n^succeeding snapping of the threads. I v^d lirsSfTr^when he .as, say 90 or 91 or thereabouts. He said to meT^I^^not a blessing
'

As x, politics, I think the basis of my mind Laid pnncipally in finance and philanthropy. The vrj^oithe first are darker than I have ever knownLm. Th^thlsecond are black also, but with more hope of some earlylw' I

to^ay a delightful present of a siaall crucifix. I am rather tooindependent of symbol.
"^

This is the iMt entry in the diaries of seventy years.At the end of January 1897, the Gladstones betook them-

t^ZLr "* '°^' ^^°'^^'^ ^-'--«- - ^^^y -"eel

I had hoped during this excursion, he journalises, to makemuch way with my autobiographica. But this was L a largedegree frustrated, first by invalidism, next by th^ ea^tefnques ion, on which I was finally obliged t. write sometMn^"
Lastly and not least, by a growing sense of decline in my daXamount of brain force available for serious work. My power toread (but to read very slowly indeed since the cataract fa^el or!
«.nsiderable number of hours daily, thank God, continues.^^« a great mercy. While on my outing, I may have read/of^ekind and another, twenty volumes. Novels enl^r into iisZ

» LtUer to tKe Duke of We»tmin$ter.
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rather considerably. I have begun seriously to ask myself
whether I shall ever be able to face ' The Olympian Religion.'

The Queen happened to be resident at Cimiez at this time,
and Mr. Gladstone wrote about their last meeting :—
A message came down to us inviting us to go into the hotel and

take tea with the Princess Louise. We repaired to the hotel, and
had our tea with Miss Paget, who was in attendance. The
Princess soon came in, and after a short delay we were summoned
into the Queen's presence. No other English people were on the
ground. We were shown into a room tolerably, but not brilliantly
lighted, much of which was populated by a copious supply of
Hanoverian royalties. The Queen was in the inner part of the
room, and behind her stood the Prince of Wales and the Duke of
Cambridge. Notwithstanding my enfeebled sight, my vision is not
much impaired for practical purposes in cases such as this, where I

am thoroughly familiar with the, countenance and whole contour
of any person to be seen. My wife preceded, and Mary followed
me. The Queen's manner did not show the old and usual vitality.
It was still, but at the same time very decidedly kind, such as I
had not seen it for a good while before my final resignation. She
gave me her hand, a thing which is, I apprehended, rather rare
with men, and which had never happened with me during all my
life, though that life, be it remembered, had included some periods
of rather decided favour. Catherine sat down near her, and I at a
little distance. For a good many years she had habitually asked
me to sit. My wife spoke freely and a good deal to the Queen,
but the answers appeared to me to be very slight. As to myself, I

expressed satisfaction at the favourable accounts I had heard of
the accommodation at Cimiez, and perhaps a few more words of
routine. To speak frankly, it seemed to me that the Queen's
peculiar faculty and habit of conversation had disappeared. It was
a faculty, not so much the free offspring of a rich and powerful
mind, as the fruit of assiduous care with long practice and much
opportunity. After about ten minutes, it was signified to us that
we had to be presented to all the other royalties, and so passed
the remainder of this meeting.

In the early autumn of 1897 he found himself affected by
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CHAP.
IX.-hire. I Z^^^\^Ztfj' '^r

"^-« - Perth- J^
fuU self-poMewion, and kind genUliTv ofL i "r*^*""'
keenly interested at my telliifrhi '\ °

u^^'*
"" ^"^

Martineau a few days Wo^ if K f"' ^ ^'^ '^^'^ J^'nw

Wness-shire
;
thS M^^^^IT^'CZ "^"'

^^

fitrrhTntdtTtTc^^-^^
desk at eight each J! L^^^^^^^^^^

'^y^ -s at his

hours before he went to bfd at night Mr f^i
"
r'^,'"-^versation was varied, glowingfX; ,,^.'- .^^'^'^^^one's con-

written me in the pvlvtoXfl.'''''^''''- «« »»«<*

things that 'we may i^e l^e'Lr"^
'""'""^ «''»«' kind

communion.' I never sIwT"
'"°'' '° «^™P«*''3^ «°d

short PleaaanttalCoTrsTtterfrr^^^^^^ ^" ^\«
•

named two :h:^h:\h ^^^rt^hav"! S"^'^^'
^'^""^'^ ^«

than others. He repeated h^-l! •

^^"""^^ ^""^ *" him
tion for Gn.ham.Xtd ^oXr'" °^«'^-»-« admira-

made his long budget s^echTn 1 ««n
"^ '°'''- ^^""^ ^« ^ad

posed to be fn oSife 'J ' ! T*'° '°^'"^«^' «"?"

-St take greatCIX^^^m^trvlh^^^^^ ' ^°"
your voice.' He had kent a Jlf k ^ ^''^ ''''^'^'' i^

speech of a foreign ruler uoond^t
on general affairs. The

He thought that^orfsS ^^ "^ '"""'' '""""'^^ ^''°-

up highe'r th^ httd ;te^^
*° -* ^^^e Turk

his policy had weakenerGreecrth lo'^^^^^^
^"'^

eastern communities wTT^\. '* ^'''^'*^ ^^ the

battles of 1886 and 1892 T .
°''' *^^^" ^'''^^ °ld

him-' Oh, sir, yoTu Uve^;
^"' ^''^^^'^^ had said to

he answered ^ZlmlTtlTZrZ^ 'l'°*™«*'
will spare me that.'

^ ^** ^~* '° '^ °»ercy

Then came months of distrewi Ti,» * • ,^ i^ ^. ^a co«i„j"s. aS-j"™ir;s
»Por the list Me Appendix.
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to b« exceedingly aensitive. It did not master him, but
there were moments that seemed almost of collapse and
defeat. At last the night was gathering

Abont the burning creiit

Of the old, feeble, aud day-wearied sun.*

They took him at the end of November (1897) to Cannes,
to the house of Lord Rendel.

Sometimes at dinner he talked with his host, with Lord
Welby, or Lord Acton, with his usual force, but most of the
time he lay in extreme suffering and weariness, only glad
when they soothed him with music. It was decided that he
had better return, and in hope that change of air might even
yet be some palliative, he went to Bournemouth, which he
reached on February 22. For weeks past he had not written
nor read, save one letter that he wrote in his journey home to

Lady Salisbury upon a rather narrow escape of her husband's
in a carriage accident. On < March 18 his malady was pro-
nounced incurable, and he learned that it was likely to end
in a few weeks. He received the verdict with perfect
serenity and with a sanse of unutterable relief, for his suffer-

ings had been cruel. Four days later he started home to

die. On leaving Bournemouth before stepping into the
train, he turned round, and to those who were waiting on the
platform to see him off, he said with quiet gravity, 'God
bless you and this place, and the land you love.' At
Hawarden he bore the dreadful burden of his pain with
fortitude, supported by the ritual ordinances of his church
and faith. Music soothed him, the old composers being
those he liked best to hear. Messages of sympathy were
read to him, and he listened silently or with a word r'

thanks.

'The retinue of the whole world's good wishes' flowed to

the 'large upper chamber looking to the sunrising, where the

aged pilgrim lay.' Men and women of every communion
offered up earnest prayers for him. xhose who were of no
communion thought with pity, sympathy, and sorrow of

A Power passing from the earth

To breathless Nature's dark abyss.

1 King John.
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i. the w.y wh™ de.thZ,"!!:; ^""S^ tS'^.^T" -«!.
acter as a whole and f„ \i- " "^"^ *"^ char-

th». '-«.«r:a\rthrdr:i„?i™ sr-^hope, «„d aepiraiion, of thri, „,vn l5.,nr . " "*"
grandeur „ve„p«aa the mori^g ™„^' vl"; '^ ««"»'"

rrom the Prince of the Blaclr Af«.,«* •

•Many ,e«r. ago, when M„„^„eir
"" ZT ",'°"^°"

WM in difflcnltie, .nd in dan«r vm.r ^T
"^ "°°°"^'

powerful pen .ucoeK/ulIvrfrX^? ''.°«"''"' ""<» """i

At thi, ttoe Xori ,L 'r^
"' "'"'"'' °° '«"«'»»•

before her, d,7tZ^ If '""'r
"'"' » ''"«'" '"nre

Englieh^^teetJ^horl^t'"" T '^ ""' »™«
present euffering. .he fel^'deeZ" l^tTl^' ^^T

;:f3!:^'h?^:;:^Th:tt£°-"^^^^
in aU its undertaW^

»'«" prosper and be bleaeed

.oir.o'S:itrr:Srd'"* '--^°—
true feeUng, in language^7^T^^t.'^.'^r"^''"'

"'

.i^csirrrLitrzzrtLTt t
While w. join ir'i:^tre:^.ti:.":^trwhiTr°°'""-
watches the dark olond whirh k,., n

"'' "" °"'<"'

^ .nd '.p-i.n^:rhefrj2vrrdXrii-
. deeper and more intimate ,har. in this sorZ ylr bw, .

n^r T'r"^'^°" '»"« poii.ic:.T„„ec^::'^lT.

but hope thafvo, Jr ^ »<; °r<l™«y bend, and w, cannet

W. P»y that the Alnaght, may .upp<,„ ,<„ „,^ ^^
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and dear to you in thi» trial, and may lighten the load of suffering
which you bear with auoh heroic resignation.

To this he listened more attentively and orer it he brooded
long, then he dictated to his youngest daughter sentence by
sentence at intervaU his reply: —

There is no expression of Christian sympathy that I value more
than that of the ancient university of Oxford, the God-fearing and
God-sustaining university of Oxford. I served her, perhaps mis-
takenly, but to the best of my ability. My most earnest prayers
are hers to the uttermost and to the last.

When May opened, it was evident that the end was draw-
ing near. On the 18th he was allowed to receive visits of
farewell from Lord Rosebery and from myself, the laat

persons beyond his household to see him. He was hardly
oonf-^ious. On the early morning of the 19th, his family
all kneeling around the bed pn which he lay in the stupor
of coming death, without a struggle he ceased to breathe.
Nature outside— wood and wide lawn and cloudless far-oflf

ky— shone at her fairest.

ni

On the day after his death, in each of the two Houses the
leader made the motion, identical in language in both cases
•ave the few final words about financial provision in the
resolution of the Commons :

That an humble Address be presented to her Majesty praying
that her Majesty will be graciously pleased to give directions that
the remains of the Right Hon. William Ewart Gladstone be in-

terred at the public charge, and that a monument be erected in

the Collegiate Church of St. Peter, Westminster, with an inscrip-

tion expressive of the public admiration and attachment and of
the high sense entertained of his rare and splendid gifts, and of

his devoted labours to pariiament and in great offices of state,

and to assure her Majesty that this House will make good the
expenses attending the same.

The language of the movers was worthy of the British

parliament at its best, worthy of the station of those who
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the •olemnity :- * *° *° "'^••' *« ^^^ core of

What is the cause of this unanimous feeling? ns
Equalities that distinguis^^r^^" ifUeJ T"' '^you may say that it was hi. »««. j . ^*' °'^"

'
*nd

in« power of atta^Lr«» t^h ".* 1°'*"'^*' ''" "^-'»''"-

was able to exerrupon the thl^r' "h
*'' •""*' '"""•""'« »»•

temporaries. But tJeL thlnl v .
"""^'^'o"" o^ his con-

•doration of tho^ whol^lV'"' "P''''° ^''^ attachment, the

why it is that eXnt11 LT""^*'''
^°"'^ -* «P»a-

by those whose idelwe™ „„.
7"* *'' '''* *"*• «- "--^d

Lords, I do not tht^trrelV"": JJ V' ^"°^' ^^
far removed from the commrnTr ,

""'^ '" *"y*-'"»» •»

and controversial questrnTof hi 'V T"'"^'
*" *'« ^•-*™«'

nothing to do witH Whe2^ t'^'
°' .*'; •^^^^ "^^^-^ ^-^^

was wrong, in all tU J " "»^*' '^^ ^J»«ther he

which hep oi^^d thr*""'''
'' " '°°^* °' *^« »««-"«"

has passed r^d-wourZ Tl" °' ''^'"'^ *^« ^^'«»'«"o»

heref theya™ran7r7j^rdt".,f ^""»"^-^^ inappropriate

tions, who'will ^IwZTjLT ^"'^^"* °' '"*"- ««--
decide by forecast I^T "''P*"«°<'« ^hat we can only

co^monLthTraLVrumltS t
7'''''^'''''' "°''

of the human mind f),an
*^' ^ ^''^ ^^''^'a' ^^o'king

taken inprMsions or-ot, it m.lll^« 77^"' "°'''" "'''

tep» ke took, in all th. Iff- I!
"'*-''"' «°"1«1 in nil tlie

specially to U.o„ ,i„ L^^ fl.*,'?
''"' .'»'"''* "»•

.«T.8».
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hit oharaotor, hi* motivea, und hU intentions would ttrike all the

world. They will haTe left » deep and most salutary influence

on the political thought and the social thought of the genera-

tion in which he lived, and he will be long remembered not so

mnoh for the causes in which he was engaged or the political

projects which he faroured, but as a great example, to which
history hardly furnishes a parallel, of a great Christian man.

Mr. Balfour, the leader in the Commons, specially spoke
of him as * the greatest member of the greatest deliberative

•Membly that the world has seen,' and most aptly pointed

to Mr. Gladstone's special service in respect of that

aaaemUy.

One service he did, in my opinion incalculable, which is alto-

gether apart from the judgment that we may be disposed to pass

upon particidar opinions, or particular lines of policy which Mr.

Gladstone may from time to time have advocated. Sir, he added

a dignity, as he added a weight, to the deliberations of this House
by his genius, which I think it is impossible adequately to replace.

It is not enough for us to keep up simply a level, though it be a

high level, of probity and of patriotism. The mere average of

civic virtue is not sufficient to preserve this Assembly from the fate

that has overcome so many other Assemblies, products of demo-

cratic forces. More than this is required; more than this was
given to us by Mr. Gladstone. ^Ta brought to our debates a

genius which compelled attention, he raised in the public estima-

tion the whole level of our proceedings, and they will be most

ready to admit the infinite value of his service who realise how
much of public prosperity is involved in the maintenance of the

worth of public life, and how perilously difficult most democracies

apparently feel it to be to avoid the opposite dangers into which

so many of them have fallen.

Sir William Harcourt spoke of him as friend and official

colleague :—
I have heard men who knew him not at all, who have asserted

that the supremacy of his genius and the weight of his authority

oppressed and overbore those who lived with him and those who
worked under him. Nothing could be more untrue. Of all
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the true mark* of gtftaeu, ^ ^^"^ •^
^St. «.

f>i« PMegTrio on U,. !r.™T ' °*"""- A"!* '«'''••

1" "^ra'-i^t "s •^'; "" ""^"^-^ "'

hi*ir",^?..':rT<>r«; '"" *^" "» ^^ ^«

concerned my personal welfare and that of myfa.^.
"^*

Athenians, haVeVe'lhTrrdlflh:; 1^^ "^
commemorated not only by columns "h '

*^*^ *"
own land ; in foreign \L/ T mscnptions in their

m the he;rS0?'^/^^^:^:^t'T^ ^-'^
on our famous roll ha«tonohJ?K- .^*» °*^w statesman

world.
^°'^*** ***« imagination of so wide a
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The colonies through their officers or more directly, sent
to Mrs. Ghidstone their expression of trust that the world-
wide admiration and esteem of her honoured and illuntrious

husband would help her to sustain her burden of sorrow. The
ambassador of the United States reverently congratulated
her and the English race everywhere, upon the glorious
completion of a life filled with splendid achievements and
consecrated to the noblest purposes. The President followed
in the same vein, and in Congress words were found to
celebrate a splendid life and character. The President of
the French republic wished to be among the first to associate
himself with Mrs. Gladstone's grief : ' By the high liberality

of iiis character,' he said, 'and by the nobility of his political

ideal, Mr. Gladstone had worthily served his country and
humanity.' The entire French government requested the
British ambassador in Paris to convey the expression of their
sympathy and assurance of their appreciation, admiration,
and respect for the character of the illustrious departed.
The Czar of Russia telegraphed to Mrs. Gladstone: 'I
have just received the painful news of Mr. Gladstone's
decease, and consider it my duty to express to you my feel-

ings of sincere sympathy on the occasion of the cruel and
irreparable bereavement which has befallen you, as well as
the deep regret which this sad event has given me. The
whole of the civilised world will beweep the loss of a great
statesman, whose political views were so widely humane and
peaceable.

'

In Italy the sensation was said to be as great as when
Victor Emmanuel or Garibaldi died. The Italian parliament
and the prime minister telegraphed to the effect that ' the
cruel loss whi h had just struck England, was a grief

sincerely shared by all who are devoted to liberty. Italy

htvs not forgotten, and will never forget, the interest and
sympathy of Mr. Gladstone in events that led to its inde-

pendence.* In the same key, Greece : the King, the first

minister, the university, the chamber, declared that he was
entitled to the gratitude of the Greek people, and his name
would be by them for ever venerated. From Roumania,
Macedonia, Norway, Denmark, tributes came ' to the great
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of relays of frienT Fo^ l u'^
*^' ^""^'^^ ^^^ '»'« Piety
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Foreign soveretns sent tS ''''^ ^"^ P"^«*« W«"<i».
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^^"^
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his side in frowning Tou^ A .h,"T",'
""'^ ^'«°^ ^^^
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^^
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""'^

only conscious of a deeo and J "^"""*f°«'«' b^^^ were

great citizen now laid amon.T'?
''"°^"'''^' ^«"'"^ »

years later, the tomb wasZL. °^ """^ ^''''''' ^wo
devoted companiorofTis We

''"'''' '^' ''"^''^^ ^'^'^
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FIXAL

AsTBODY can see the host of general and speculative
questions raised by a career so extraordinary. How would
his fame have stood if his political life had ended in

1864, or 1874, or 1881, or 1886? What light does it

shed upon the working of the parliamentary system;
on the weakness and strength of popular government ; on
the good and bad of political party ; on the superiority of
rule by cabinet or by an elected president ; on the relations
of opinion to law? Here is material for a volume of
disquisition, and nobody can ever discuss such speculations
without reference to power as it was exercised by Mr. Glad-
stone. Those thronged halls, those vast progresses, those
strenuous orations—what did they amount to? Did they
mean a real moulding of opinion, an actual impression,
whether by argument or temper or personality or all three,
on the minds of hearers? Or was it no more than the
same .'and of interest that takes men to stage-plays with
a favourite performer ? This could hardly be, for his hearers
gave him long spells of power and a practical authority that
was unique and supreme. What thoughts does his career
suggest on the relations of Christianity to patriotism, or to
empire, or to what has been called neo-paganism ? How
many points arise as to the dependence of ethics on dogma ?

These are deep and living and perhaps burning issues, not
to be discussed at the end of what the reader may well have
found a long journey. They offer themselves for his inde-
pendent consideration.

Mr. Gladstone's own summary of the period in which he

634
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had been so conspicuous a fieure w<ui thi. u . ,drama WM at an end:- ^""^ """* "^' «^hen for him the CHAP.
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A year later, in bidding farewell to his constituents ' with
Letter to Sir John Cowan, March 17, 1894.
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sentiments of gratitude and attachment that can never be
effaced,' he proceeds :—
Though in regard to public affairs many things are disputable,

there are some which belong to history and which have passed out
of the region of contention. It . ^ for example as I conceive, be-
yond question that the century now expiring has exhibited since
the close of its first quarter a period of unexampled activity both
in legislative and administrative changes ; that these changes,
taken in the mass, have been in the direction of true and most
beneficial progress; that both the conditions and the franchises of
the people have made in relation to the former state of things, an
extraordinary advance; that of these reforms an overwhelming
proportion have been effected by direct action of the liberal party,
or of statesmen such as Peel and Canning, ready to meet odium'
or to forfeit power for the public good ; and that in every one of
the fifteen parliaments the people of Scotland have decisively ex-
pressed their convictions in faVour of this wise, temperate, and
in every way remarkable policy.*

To charge him with habitually rousing popular forces into
dangerous excitement, is to ignore or misread his action in
some of the most critical of his movements. ' Here is
a man,' said Huxley, 'with the greatest intellect in Europe,
and yet he debases it by simply following majorit-es and
the crowd.' He was called a mere mirror of the passing
humours and intellectual confusions of the popular mind.
He had nothing, said his detractors, but a sort of clever
pilot's eye for winds and currents, and the rising of the
tide to the exact height that would float him and bis
cargo over the bar. AH this is the exact opposite of
the truth. What he thought was that the statesman's gift
consisted in insight into the facts of a particular era, dis-
closing the existence of material for forming public opinion
and directing public opinion to a given purpose. In every
one c4 his achievements of high mark— even in his lust
marked failure of achievement— he expressly formeil, w
WKleavoured to form and create, the public opinion upon
which he knew that in the last resort he must depend.

' July 1, 1896.
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' See vol. i, p. 4.-,7.
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pUoe this of which I have last spoken, as foremost among
his services to the country. Others would call him greatest
in the associated service of a skilful handling and adjust-
ment of the burden of taxation ; or the strenirthening of the
foundations of national prosperity and weU-beIng by his
reformation of the tariff. Yet others again ohujse to re-
member him for his share in guiding the sucjessive ex-
tensions of popular power, and simplifying anl purifying
electoral machinery. Irishmen at least, and others so far
as they are able to comprehend the history and vile wrongs
and sharp needs of Ireland, will have no doubt what rank in
legislation they will assign to the establishment of religious
equality and agrarian justice in that portion of the realm.
Not a few will count first the vigour with which he repaired
what had been an erroneous judgment of his own and of vast
hosts of his countrymen, by his courage in carrying through
the submission of the Alabatna claims to arbitration. Still
more, looking from west to east, in this comparison among
his achievements, will judge alike in its result and in the
effort that produced it, nothing equal to the valour and
insight with which he burst the chains of a mischievous and
degrading policy as to the Ottoman empire. When we look
at this exploit, how in face of an opponent of genius and
authority and a tenacit> not inferior to his own, in face of
strongly rooted tradition on behalf of the Turk, and an easily
roused antipathy against the Russian, by his own energy
and strength of arm he wrested the rudder from the hand of
the helmsman and put about the course of the ship, and held
England back from the enormity of trying to keep several
millions of men and women under the yoke of barbaric
oppression and misrule,— we may say that this great feat
alone was fame enough for one statesman. Let us make
what choice we wiU of this or that particular achievement,
how splendid a list it is of benefits conferred and public
work effectually performed. Was he a good pariiamentary
tactician, they ask ? Was his eye sure, his hand firm, his

measurement of forces, distances, and possibilities of change
in wind and tide accurate ? Did he usually hit the proper
moment for a magisterial intervention? Experts did not
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shared his political liberalism, just as churchmen watched
with uneasineas and suspicion his radical alliances. Neither
those who were churchmen first, nor those whose interests
were keenest in politics, could co.nprehend the union of what
seemed incompatibles, and because they could not compre-
hend they sometimes in their shallower humours doubted
his sincerity. Mr. Gladstone was never, after say 1850, really
afraid of disestablishment ; on the contrary he was much
more afraid of the perils of establishment for the integrity of
the faith. Yet political disestablishers often doubted him,
because they had not logic enough to see that a man may
be a fervent believer in anglican institutions and what he
thinks catholic tradition, and yet be as ready as Cavour for
the principle of free church in free state.

It is curious that some of the things that made men
suspicious, were in fact the liveliest tokens of his sincerity
and simplicity. With all his power of political imagination,
yet his mind was an intensely literal mind. He did not
look at an act or a decision from the point of view at which
it might be regarded by other people. Ewelme, the mission
to the Ionian Islands, the royal warrant, the affair of the
judicial committee, Vaticanism, and all the other things that
gave offence, and stirred misgivings even in friends, showed
that the very last question he ever asked himself was how
his action would look; what construction might be put
upon it, or even would pretty certainly be put upon it;

whom it would encourage, whom it would estrange, whom
it would perplex. Is the given end right, he seemed to ask

;

what are the surest means ; are the means as right as the
end, as right as they are sure? But right— on strict and
literal construction. What he sometimes forgot was that in

political action, construction is part of the oCt, nay, may
even be its most important part.'

The more you make of his errors, the more is the need to

explain his vast renown, the long reign of his authority, the
substance and reality of his powers. We call men great ior

many reasons apart from service wrought or eminence of

intellect or even from force and depth of character. To
> See Guardian, Feb. 26, 1874.

m
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formation can b« more eatily had than myielf. I have bad and
have friends of many colonra, churchmen high and low, preeby-
terians, Greeks, Roman catholics, dissenters, who can speak
abundantly, though perhaps not very well of me. And further,
as member for the university, I have honestly endeavoured at all

times to put my constituents in possession of all I could convey
to them that could be considered as in the nature of a fact, by
answering as explicitly as I was able all questions relating to th?
matters, and they are numerous enough, on which I have had to
act or speak. Perhaps I shall surprise you by what I have yet
further to say. I have never by any conscious act yielded my
allegiance to any person or party in matters of religion. You and
others may have called me (without the least offence) a church-
man of some particular kind, and I have more than once seen
announced in print my own secession from the church of England.
These things I have not commonly contradicted, for the atmo-
sphere of religious controversy and contradiction is as odious as
the atmosphere of mental freedom is precious, to me; and I have
feared to lose the one and be drawn into the other, by heat and
bitterness creeping into the mind. If another chooses to call him-
self, or to call me, a member of this or that party, I am not to
complain. But I respectfully claim the right not to call myself
so, and on this claim, I have I bslieve acted throughout my life,

without a single exception; and I feel that were I to waive it,

I should at once put in hazard that allegiance to Truth, which is

at once the supreme duty and the supreme joy of life. I have
only to add the expression of my hope that in what I have said
there is nothing to hurt or to offend you ; and, if there be, very
heartily to wish it unsaid.

Yet there was never the shadow of mistake about his own
fervent faith. As he said to another correspondent :

Feb. 6,1876.-1 am in principle a gtrong denominationalist
'One fold and one shepherd' was the note of early Christendom.
The shepherd is still one and knows his sheep; but the folds are

many
;
and, without condemning any others, I am of opinion that

it is best for us all that we should all of us be jealous for the
honour of whatever we have and hold as positive truth, apper-

taining to the Divine Word and the foundation and history of
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broad streams of mtJem thought (apart from the particular

thesis) that to Mr. Gladstone, by the force of all his educa-

tion and his deepest prepossessions, were in the highest

degree chimerical and dangerous.

He once wrote to Lord Acton (1889) about the Old
Testament and Mosaic legislation : —
Now I think that the most important parts of the argument

have in a great degree a solid standing ground apart from the

destructive criticism on dates and on the text: and I am suffi-

ciently aware of my own rawness and ignorance in the matter not

to allow myself to judge definitely, or condemn. I feel also that

I have a prepossession derived from the criticisms in the case of

Homer. Of them I have a very bad opinion, not only in them-

selves, but as to the levity, precipitancy, and shallowness of mind

which they display ; and here I do venture to speak, because I

believe myself to have done a great deal more than any of the

destructives in the examination of the text, wbioh is the true

source of the materials of judgment. They are a soulless lot;

but there was a time when they had possession of the public ear

as much I suppose as the Old Testament destructives now have,

within their own precinct. It io only the constructive part of

their work on which I feel tempted to judge ; and I must own
that it seems to me sadly wanting in the elements of rational

probability.

This unpromising method is sufficiently set out when he

says: 'I find in the plot of the Iliad enough of beauty,

order, and structure, not merely to sustain the supposition

of its own unity, but to bear an independent testimony,

should it be still needed, to the <5xistence of a personal and

individual Homer as its author.' * From such a method no

permanent contribution could come.

Yet scholars allow that Mr. Gladstone in these three

volumes, as well as in Juventui Mundi and his Homeric

Primer, lias added not a little to our scientiflc knowledge
of the Homeric poems," by his extraordinary mastery of the

text, the result of unwearied and prolonged industry, aided

» lU. p. 396.
« For instance, Geddes, Problem of the Homeric Poems, 1878, p. 16.
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German, speculation for an early perception of an unfamiliar
region of comparative science, whence many a product
most unwelccme to him and alien to his own beliefs has
been since extracted. When all is said, however, Mr
Gladstone's place is not in literary or critical history, but
elsewhere.

His style is sometimes called Johnsonian, but surely with-

out good ground. Johnson was not involved and he was
clear, and neither of these things can always be said of Mr.
Gladstone. Some critic charged him in 1340 with 'prolix

clearness.' The old charge, says Mr. Gladstone upon this, was
obscure compression. I do not doubt that both may be true,

and the former may have been the result of a well-meant
effort to escape from the latter.' He was fond of abstract

words, or the nearer to abstract the better, and the more
general the better. One effect of this was imdoubtedly to

give an indirect, almost a shifty, air that exasperated plain

people. Why does he beat about the bush, they asked; why
cannot he say what he means ? A reader might ha,ve to

think twice or thrice or twenty times before he could be

sure that he interpreted correctly. But then people are so

apt to think once, or half of once; to take the meaning that

suits their own wish or purpose best, and then to treat that

as the only meaning. Hence their perplexity and wrath
when they found that other doors were open, and they

thought a mistake due to their own hurry was the result of

a jtiggler's trick. On the other hand a good writer takes all

the pains he can to keep his reader out of such scrapes.

His critical essays on Tennyson and Macaulay are excellent.

They are acute, discriminating, generous. His estimate of

MacaiUay, apart from a p5 ^-^e of polemical church history at

the end, is perhaps the best we have. You make a very

just remark,' said Acton to him, ' that Macaulay was afraid

of contradicting his former self, and remembered all he had

wi-itten since 1825. At that time his mind was formed, and

so it remained. What literary influences acted on the for-

mation of his political opinions, what were his religious

sympathies, and what is his exact place among historians,

you have rather avoided discussing. There is still some-
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£(/«, i. p. 898.
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80 it has the peculiar quality that it is more susceptible of being

decked in gaudy trappings, and of fascinating the imagination of

those whose prcud and angry passions it inflames. But it is, on

this very account, a perilous delusion to teach that war is a cure

for moral evil, in any other sense than as the sister tribulations

are. The eulogies of the frantic hero in Maud, however, deviate

into grosser folly. It is natural that such vagaries should over-

look the fixed laws of Providence. Under these laws the mass

of mankind is composed of men, women, and children who can

but just ward off hunger, cold, and nakedness ; whose whole ideas

of Mammon-worship are comprised in the search for their daily

food, clothing, shelter, fuel ; whom any casualty reduces to positive

want ; and whose already low estate is yet further lowered and

ground down, when ' the blood-red blossom of war flames with its

heart of fire.' . . .

Still war had, in times now gone by, ennobling elements and

tendencies of the less sordid kind. But one inevitable charac-

teristic of modem war is, that it is associated throughout, in all

particulars, with a vast and most irregular formation of com-

meicial enterprise. There is no incentive to Mammon-worship so

remarkable as that which it affords. The political economy of

war is now one of its most commanding aspects. Every farthing,

with the smallest exceptions conceivable, of the scores or hundreds

of millions which a war may cost, goes directly, and very violently,

to stimulate production, though it is intended ultimately for waste

or for destruction. Even apart from the fact that War suspends,

ipso fa<ao, every rule of public thrift, and tends tc sap honesty

itself in the use of the public treasure for which it makes such

unbounded calls, it therefore is the greatest feeder of that lust of

gold which we are told is the essence of commerce, though we had

hoped it was only its occasional besetting sin. It is, however,

more than this ; for the regular commerce of peace is tameness

itself compared with the gambling spirit which war, through the

rapid shiftings and high prices which it brings, always introduces

into trade. In its moral operation it more resembles, perhaps the

finding of a new gold-field, than anything else.

More remarkable than either of these two is his piece on

Leopardi (1860), the Italian poet, whose philosophy and
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quaUties in i; which at r^ct nt ' ^««°Iation - the very

^^^
of all seductive power 'f ?*''"'? sympathy, depriving it

selected one who^ life lay InVa""'"' ^''rf
^' ^'""^'^ ^^^^

commemoration, as a man wT^ ,""' ^^^^ Leopardi's for
-ental exertion' see^strhlve^^dt"' *^"^^ '"'^''^ "^^

«»g. and generally at a sin^ L !^ ^ '*P*"*3^ ^°' attain,
lence.

^ There are'^mlySl^r ,'
- '' '"^ highest, excel-

would do well to follow h^m^^t^h'''"T''^'^'^"«*•«"«
nients; in the moderation of hi- .

""^""'^ °^ ^'« *"ach-
from the love of m^nT-t^JT'' '" ^^^ "°ble freedom
Perhaps the most remarkaW«

jM-conquering assiduity. 'i

vvhat is not needful, SscoL''?"'' ""^ ""^^^J^"'- '• •

a judgment on our eUoCrt^^ "^ -rong namely, is to pass
that there is scarcely a sil^u^ ,

N«^«r let it be forgotten
of which other ml eZtlTl^'^Z °'

f
«'"«^« »-

difficult because thetCw 'rf'^'
^.^'^^«"d»« «aid, is

the warmth of origirrcTncir ^^ ^""'*"«^ ^^'^^^^
iancy would follow ^f iroT' ^^ ""^'^ ''''^ briU-

judge Mr. Glad8tol?tmn«l7 ^'^f'
^"* ^« "»«t not

of detached piec:sWWkTlSf^" '' """"^'^ '''^^^ -
the professed man of leTtZ or po^t ^^ C^^^His pieces are the diversions of fhV

^«^«"dge himself,

educated tastes and intere^Tn ^L^, ."*" °^ ^^^""^ ^^th
best single piece is ilrelut nnM T"''' ^«^^«P« ^^e

nobIeodeonthedeathor?;:fpore^i«,rr^:f^

From Alp to farthest Pyramid,
From Rhine to Mansanar,

Histhunderboltaofwarl

P^o^vT *''"*'^ '^^'^J'* they war,From North to Southern shore
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And this wh glory? After-men,

Judge the dark problem. Low
We to the Mighty Maker V«od
The while, Who plauued to show

What vaster moold Creative Will

With him could fiU.

• •••••••«
As on the shipwrecked mariner

The weltering wave's descent—
The wave, o'er which, a moment since,

For distant shores he bent

And bent in vain, his eager eye

;

So on that stricken head
Came whelming down the mighty FUt
How often did his pen

Essay to tell the wondrous tale

For after times and men,

And o'er the lines that could not die

His hand hiy dead.

How often, as the listless day
In silence died away.

He stood with lightning eye depiest,

And arms across his breast,

And bygone years, in rushing train.

Smote on his soul amain

:

The breezy tents he seemed to see,

And the battering cannon's course^

And the flashing of the infantry,

And the torrent of the horse,

And, obeyed as soon as heard,

Th' ecstatic word.

Always let us remember that his literary life was part

of the rest of his life, as literature ought to be. He was
no mer<3 reader of many books, used to reUeve the strain

of mental anxiety or to slake the thirst of literary or in-

tellectual curiosity. Reading with him in the days of his

full vigour was a habitual communing with the master

spirits of mankind, as a vivifying and nourishing part of life.

As we have seen, he would not read Dante in the session,

nor unless he could have a large draught. Here as else-

where in the ordering of his days he was methodical,

systematic, full.
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Though man of action, yet Mr GkHirtnn- vby character and influeni. .1 "**T°°«
too haa a place

abstract, monil. -pStuLfoU^ ^Z^' ""' ""^ "^' '^'

Britain in hia Iw r"
.*^"* •**"!*** *^« ««»lm of

parable degJ^lSfiheproeTj ^r* """'^ ^" " ^^o^n'
vast mechrcaUndi£^T!!H ""''""^ '^^^ ^^'""o"' ^7
accepted it all, he adS Ti^^r'"''^ development, he
he revelled in it aUTZli '^'^'"^^^P to it all, nay,

hunger, cold, and nakedT^ ' hIJ-/ .
'*° ^°'" '^ ^

-trove to help it. FoU^wTni, W^W °1 n^u***
^" «^«' h«

in the policies of peace hriirhow'
*"** ^°'^'" "'^ ^^^^

resources on whi^h our people1^^^^^^ "^Th"*
*''
T"^^stronger, richer, more hononlr^ ^^*° "^"^ Britain

not say always lonrth«/T"^ '^' nations-I do

govemments-/thanTfh« ^'P^^^^t^^ chanceries and
at the zenith of ht Ih r*" ""^'^ ^'- ^^«^«*°"« ^as
armed forcrbfseranS f;^^^^

*"°°? "* ' ^h«° -«re he^
every interest ? When i^aA""' f'^'"'''

^°^ '^^^^^''^ of

When was her mTrarc'dit ^I^^^^^^^^
-^^-^

upheld a golden lamp * ''^ ^*^**«« *" this, he

state has nothing to do with »««• . ^ "* ""'°«' '^
is emancipated. SDeel«!n.^ T*^ °' "'°'^'' "» "J«'
torted for'alien Pur^^J^^TZetT."™ --
to give brutality a mo™ decernlme *;t^r'"^"'t.one and systems of history may uLJr^ . T'^^-
statesmen t„m the conscien^oT a.hoTButle^.lr''*"

°'

This gospel it was Mr auA * T f?P ""^'^ ^ P^a^" man.

Without Lngin7backthT.n?'""*^*° ^°^^ ** bay.

century, withfSn * 7^^^^^^ °' the eighteenU.

the nineteenth, he rested ii^^v^^^^^
"^ *^^ "^^^^^^ ot

contention tha't m^J ;rorr ^^^ ;: %T'' ^'^^ °**^''-

and states te one anothlTt inu^tlrd:^^-^

iii i'.
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This vein perhaps brings us too near to the regions of
dissertation. Let us rather leave oflf with thoughts and
memories of one who was a vivid example of public duty
and of private ' 'r fulness; of a long career thut with every
circumstance of sjlendour, amid all the mire aud all the
poisons of .he world, lighted up in practice even for those
who have none of his genius and none of hid power his
own precept, 'Be inspired with the belief that life h a
great and noble calling ; not a mean and grovelling thing,
that we are tr shuffle through as we can, but an elevated
and lofty destiny.'

if"!

m
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Mr. Oladttone to Lord Oranviae

whiir I thought an mmedfate nSoT"^' '"'^I''^'^
Mow tff

wishing to hasten tr«p?y^„1' dS'r°eS ?'f"^' ^ T'"^"^'""

4/^atet^^^^^^^ possible that Hart-

about our desire^to e{S^ t f^aZ^ ^^^ .''^^^ constantly n^e

parliament would permit r« »n?l ^® "***« °^ business in
this at the very moEwhJieTe""!!"'^'" '°*«°*'°» *" ^^

Ireland unmensely strenat* «l^^ T! '^•«^8een our position in
has even thought it wiS^ ^'. *l,"f ***«' of the agitation
conciliatory course. Mant ... SJl^ ^""Ht * somewhat
may be, as ever, but how'. ,r C^.^ "*l"

^ ^'"°"S' '*
n»en, you shall remain wil JiLS r^?*'> ^ *h« Ulsfo

.

L^ecS-r-' ^-- '^^ « 2 ci^ - SiirtSs-h'

/o\"ite^^«:a;iP~»^^^^^ ^r -r '^ "«- -^ p--f"i
the sake of the United K^ao„> "**

J" '*»"'«"*. require us, for
of Ireland, to push fwward^S ^^";f

"*" '^'" '"? ^^^ «»te
highly centralised system of eoJ*,,

«

an be started on behalf of a pC^dl^directly on the British gove?^^* ,becomes at once a head of SvScedram but a certain source ofSS';^
M8

iidcr the present
7 <ismand which

-»«'•' 'juntry, comes
" 'f refused it

ily a new
":barfass-
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ment The peasant proprieUry, the winter's distress, the sUte of
the labourers, the loans to farmers, the p -omotion of public works
theencouraifemeut of tisheries, the promotion of emigiation, each
and erery one of these questions has a sting, and the stiug tan
only be taken out of it by our treating it in correspondence with a
popular and resiwnsible Irish body, competent to act for its own
portion of the country.

Every consideration which prompted our pledges, prompts the
recognition of them, and their extension, rather than curtailment.
The Irish government have in preparation a Local Oovernment
bill. Such a bill may even be an economy of time. By no other
means that I can see shall we be able to ward off most critical and
questionable discussions on questions of the class I have mentioned
The argtiment that we cannot yet trust Irishmen -yiih iwpular local
institutions is the mischievous argument by which the conserva-
tive opposition to the Melbourne government resisted, and finally
crippled, the reform of municipal corporations iu Irehuid. By
acting on principles diametrically opposite, we have broken down
to thirty-five or fortv what would have been a party, in this
parliament, of sixty-five home rulers, and have thus arrested (or
at the very least postponed) the perilous crisis, which no man has
ai yet looked in the face; the crisis which will arise when a largeDd united maiority of Irish members demand some fundamental
eliange m the legislative relations of the two countries. I can ill
convey to you how clear are my thoughts, or how earnest my
oonnctions, on this important subject ...

liiim

ml

OENKBAL OOBDON's INSTRCCTIONS

Page IBS

The Mowing is the text of General OonUm'e JmtructioHi
(Jan. 18, 1884):—
Her Majesty's government are desirous that you should proceed

fk
°2** *° Egypt, to report to them on the mUitary situation in

the Soudan, and on the measures it may be advisable to take for
the security of the Egyptian garrisonf still holding positions in
that country, and for the safety of the European population in
Khartoum. You are also desired to consider and report upon the
best mode of effecting the evacuation of the interior of the Soudan,
and upon the manner in which the safety and good administration
by the Egyptian government of the ports on the sea coast can
best be secured. In connection with this subject you should pay
especial consideration to the question of the steps that may use-
fully be token to counteract the stimulus which it is feared may
possibly be given to the slave trade by the present insurrectionary
movement, and by the withdrawal of the Egyptian authority from
the interior. You will be under the instructions of Her Majesty's
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'^^rM'^m;^tyZ7LTXS y°- "port- to
will coniider ySirilfTutLri^l.i"i 'f"*»

""***!; "y'"* -eiTiau
other duties aithrKKyptVrLoveJLln^ *° P"'°^"» •"»»>
you and a, may be iSicST^Sj ^y^f/E^li'

••"*™">
mil be acoomi«uiied by Colonel StewaJ? Jk„ -ri

^°»- ^ «"
the dutie. thuB confidi^ to vou oJt^'

*^°.»»' «""»t you in
will at once con.municSe witKir P iTn"'

*'"::'*' '" ^^V^ you
meet you and will gett e with vou w Im "^' ''*'°

T*" arrangi:to
d reot toSuakinorshouIdg^youraelf ori T^?*',""''* i'^^^'d
vid the NUe. * yourself or despatch Colonel Stewart

TH. MIUTABV POSITION XN THE 80CDAK, APKIL i8W

cumitrc^a?t7rl1h';^!!i:fc^rT "pp*"»' -^•^ o^^e, dr.
in the Soudan. Also a dSamtion '?Z^«^

** >^'' °" P«"««»
from us in nearly all qu^rteS ^^t^ '" ?°* demanded
Khartoum had beL anJoJiTed tJ.; W •^^^^'i

*^* *«*«yal of
cabinet were to reservnoral^A^r ^tili'' *?? intention 'of the
eventual advance upon that DfacSlL?n""°" *•*' '?"««"on of an
on it be found posffi'^^XXS^^^^^^^^ "movement
view were to ascertain the fatp ^^ a

they had immediately in
on his behalf, and to p«veS th?i *""' ° ""^^^ every effort
disturbance.

P"^*"* *^* extension of the irea of

such an adv^c^wM toKSn*'',''?f*^*l*^ intenfion 5
plan were adoptedTw Wolstte^f "^f*^^'- " **>« «"»*
tion to take Berber, and even S- f ^ur^P""^*' «°d inten-
middle of March ThfcSwL^tfo^H^'';?'" ?*** '°'- '*• '"^ tJ»o

Wolseley had used, d^ji?^ uoon ?P« / * ^^ '^^'''^ ^^^
before it: (a) Lord WoEv w«^ l^ f*? '^ ^^^^ *^«° «tood
toKhartouiiftorL hof eL^n t^^^ T"" P'o^^eding
Mahdi there: C6) and olH^f^l^i^

overthrow the power of the
to commence' hl'S^ttSff 5^'a°''J^^"

decisio^ thev we™
Berber, in aid of the coSplated eL^fc JT ^"4'?>
was also to be sent against Osman Th^. u'J^"^ *1 expedition
road to Berber; but Wd WoKv'?f*' ^^'^^ """"^^ °P«° t^*

,1' • j\
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treated it as a matter to be further weighed ; but all steps have
thus far been taken to prepare for it, and it has been regarded
as at least probable. In approaching the question whether we
are still to proceed on the same lines, it is necessary to refer to
the motives which under the directions of the cabinet were stated
by Lord Granville and hy me, on the 19th of February, as- having
contributed to the decisioa I copy out a part of the note from
which he and I spoke :—

Objects in the Soudan which we have always deemed fit for considera-
tion as far as circumstances might allow :—

1. The case of tliose to whom Gordon held himself bound in honour.
2. The possibility of establishing an orderly government at Khartoum
3. Check to the slave trade.
4. The case of the garrisons.
A negative decision would probably have involved the abandonment ata stroke of all these objects. And also (we had to consider) whatever

dangers, proximate or remote, in Egypt or in the East might follow from
the triumphant position of the Mahdi ; hard to estimate, but they mav be
very serious. ' ^

Two months, which have passed since the decision of the
government (Feb. 5), have thrown light, more or less, upon the
several points brought into view on the 19th February. 1. We
have now no suflRcient reason to assume that any of the popula-
tion of Khartoum felt themselves bound to Gordon, or to have
suffered on his account ; or even that any large numbers of men
in arms perished in the betrayal of the town, or took his part
after the enemv were admitted into it. 2. We have had no
tidings of anarchy at Khartoum, and we do not know that it is
governed worse, or that the population is suffering more, than
It would be under a Turkish or Egyptian ruler. 3. It is not
believed that the possession of Khartoum is of any great value
as regards the slave trade. 4. Or, after the failure of Gordon
with respect to the garrisons, that the possession of Khartoum
would, without further and formidable extensions of plan, avail
for the purpose of relieving them. But further, what knowledge
have we that these garrisons are unable to relieve themselves ''

1 here seems some reason to believe that the army of Hicks, when
the action ceased, fraternised with the Mahdi's army, and that
the same thing happened at Khartoum. Is there ground to suiv
pose that they are hateful unless as representatives of Egyptian
power? and ought they not to be released from any obligation to
present themselves in that capacity ?
With regard to the larger question of eventual consequences in

J!-gypt or the East from the Mahdi's success at Khartoum, it is
open to many views, and cannot be completely disposed of. lint
It may be observed— 1. That the Mahdi made a trial of marching
down the Nile and speedily abandoned it, even in the first flush
of his success. 2. That cessation of operations in the Soudan
does not at this moment mean our military inaction in the East.
3. That the question is one of conflict, not with the arms of an
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4"X'« rLlins afsta^gSveX^t- °' ?'"'^*« ^-^ supply
shall revert. ^'^'^^ 1"«stion of justice, to whffi

himslif'^*""^^""'' °^ *•>« whole siibi^et"" r^''^^'''^
lavourable to

tlT '"''^'^ *° execute his inteS S * ,
•*' ^^"'''«' '»»« f"und

failure alters the basis on which thru- "^ **'''"S ^^^^'^r, and thisand greatly increases the dScuHvSr'Pr^^^^'' •" *»^n'arythe one hand VVolseley's and GrXm'« f' *"*'i"'" "'t^rprise. On
considerable actions, and hive bep„

"
I'''''?

^«^« '>ad five or six

ftoudan." He has now made v«.^ i

/""t'sh army out of the
expedition, which, judgTnffrornrf^- '"*"'^' ^°'' "'« '^»t"»n
general likelihood £re a mostTrff- *7°"^ exoerience and frommore closely to confront the ve^L'^^K^^^'-S^'' ^ l^e eoS
while m his letter to Lord Wn?f^J^*^"^*^^® task before hini •

be the greatest <7nc7m5' ^nd iSr" ^' ^^^''^' thisTffaiJ^
members of the cabinet cLarlyu„S^^^^^ that all thea so names a period of between twni*^" *°^ tl^e case. He
pletion of the railway, whUeTeexoTl/ ^^^^f y^^rs for the com!
the power and resources of fhtf^!^^^ *° absolute confidence in
success. He mers w tSLf^.Xt^SlT'*'^ ^"«* ^^^^

SJe^feSnsT' -rprtSLS"^ ^~- ^^^^^^<^

take
toyr^xT^^rmTort^rnc': T''^^^\^ <i»-*- which I

projected military operation? t 1, "i®^" ^^^ '"oral basis of the
"Sing of the SoudaS?se a^inU L^'f ^™". **»« ^^-^t ^egarSed thJ

view. Mr. Power, in his ]^hZ t
think, never taken an opnosite

arrival, is decided and eJen 4/^^^^^^
I'efore G?rCWe sent Gordon on a mis^n?„f

*^^ ^^'"*' ^^nse.
such information as atoS^ we hlf^"" ''"^ liberation. From
missionary of peace menLed L5T„P°'^''!f^' w« f«""d tSS

fTf l^ « tro5ps,and s?aSteTed b^ h^'''' ^u°*"^ ^«t™y«d by
free. This information, hmveve. wa'^

?°'' '^'*°'" *>« °ame to set
one-sided. We have no^ ?he Xanratl nf^^ -"^^'y' ^""^ ^^s also
of reading it in the light of ev^ts ^nf / ""^^'^^'ng it as a whole,
such as that of Mr. Power '

^"'^ °^ """^^ auxiliary evidence
1 never understood how it was fhnf n j ,

» Telegram of April 4.

^°'*^°" ^ '"'««'°° «f Peace
* Despatch, March 9.
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became one of war. But we knew the nobleness of his philan-
thropy, and we trusted him to the uttermost, as it was oui- duty
to do. He never informed us that he had himself changed the
character of the mission. It seemed strange that one who bore
in his hands a charter of liberation should be besieged and threat-
ened; but we took everything for granted in his favour, and
against his enemies; and we could hardly do otherwise. Our
obligations in this respect were greatly enhanced by the long inter-
ruption of telegraphic communication. It was our duty to believe
that, if we could only know what he was prevented from saying
to us, contradictious would be reconciled, and language of excess
accounted for. We now know from the letters of Mr. Power that
when he was at Khartoum with Colonel de Coetlogon before
Gordon's arrival, a retreat on Berber had been actually ordered

;

It was regarded no doubt as a serious work of time, because it in-
volved the remrvRl of an Egyptian population ; > but it was deemed
feasible, and ' er expresses no doubt of its accomplishment.'
As far as, amiu its inconsistencies, a construction can be put
on Gordon's language, it is to the effect that there was a population
and a force attached to him, which he could not remove and would
not leave.' But De Cc.clogon did not regard this removal as
impracticable, and was actually setting about it. Why Gordon did
not prosecute it, why we hear no more of it from Power after
Gordon's arrival, is a mystery. Instructed by results we now
perceive that Gordon's title as governor-general might naturally be
interpreted by the tribes in the light of much of the language used
by him, which did not savour of liberation and evacuation, but of
powers of government over the Soudan

; powers to be used bene-
volently, but still powers of government Why the Mahdi did not
accept him is not hard to understand, but why was he not accepted
by those local sultans, whom it was the basis of his declared policy
to re-mvest with their ancient powers, in spite of Egypt and of the
Mahdi alike ? Was he not in short interpreted as associated with
the work of Hicks, and did he not himself give probable colour to
this interpretation ? It must be borne in mind that on other mat-
ters of the gravest importance —on the use of Turkish force— on
the use of British force— on the employment of Zobeir— Gordon
announced within a very short time contradictory views, and never
seemed to feel that there was any need of explanation, in order to
account for the contradictions. There is every presumption, as
weU as every sign, that like fluctuation and inconsistency crept
into his words and acts as to the liberation of the country ; and

u 'i
?* ^^ ^°' '^^^^ °°' ^^^ produce ruinous effects. Upon the

whole, it seems probable that Gordon, perhaps insensibly to him-
s^l^j.aiid certainly without our concurrence, altered the character
of his mission, and worked in a considerable degree against our
intentions and instructions.

There does not appear to be any question now of the security

> Power, p. 73 A, * ma. 75 B.
• Egypt, No. 16, p. 34, 1884 (April) ; Egypt, No. 36, p. 122 (July 80).
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people who are strugglin/arafnrf i 5 -^^ ^°' "^^^>ng war on afor the rescue of our own no?^V * ^°™'«f" ^'i armed yoke n„?

military resources at a most p^;>;1i *•* ''®"°"'' 't'ain on our
serious fear that if we peTsS we h^VH' *°^'"'*^ t^e moSan odious work of su&ZtLr 'S ^^"'^ ourselves engaged inmJitory operations wouldTpreTLp?! <^''«o°tinuance of these

Sdt%^r'°^ *^« f"*"'^K wouM l^'
^?™^^ * suspensfon

paid to defence on the recognW J!?fif
'^^"""^ attention to be-ed not u alve any preoiS'Z;!^^JX:i^i^l^Vt, ani

HOME EtJLE BILL, 1886

Page SOS

tive body was to be comtised of tw. J"^ ^'^"P*^**- The legist
to consist of the tweXSf1 ° °'"*^*"- The first order wm
seventy-five '-erni:rl1SablTS"^'f^^' togethef^S
S? ?^ 9?cupation franchise of tweSvfivf^'^!,'^

constituencies
To be eligible for the first nriiaJ „ ^ ® pounds and upwards
qualification, either in reitvo^tl^^''." T«* ^*^« * P^Sy
personalty of the same ^/nt or?i">^''''^ ,P°"°^ * year,K
pounds. The repre^enLtive leL n^**^?^"" °^ four thousand
and, as they dropped off tL^! ^ ^^sting would sit for life
take their pLe u^pToac^rSfn'i^ra^S'^^r^^^
twenty-eight existing peers thPnTC^ i

°^*^,® e^l^austion of the
b^eome elective undert"; S^e'T^^v °^ *^" *"* °'der would
other members. *^® conditions as the seventy-five
The second order would consist of onaexisting counties and towns Ser the m«^l."""^"' ^''^^^^^ by

The two orders were to oif 3^i ri.
machinery now operative

order could demand a sepa^L vote fe*^*T*^«^' b"* eitSS

SwS oL7r^-f^^^^^^ rl;

Pnvy councU, within tSSSfcU-rd^lorm^Z^e^X^
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body of ministers like the British cabinet. This executive would
be responsible to the Irish legislature, just as the executive govern-
ment here is responsible to the legislature of this country. If any
clause of a bill seemed to the viceroy to be ultra vires, he could
refer it to the judicial committee of the privy council in London.
The same reference, in respect of a section of an Irish Act, lay
open either to the English secretary of state, or to a suitor,
defendant, or other person concerned.

Future judges were to hold the same place in the Irish system
as English judges in the English system ; their office was to be
during good behaviour ; they were to be appointed on the advice
of the Irish government, removable only on the joint address of
the two orders, and their salaries charged on the Irish consolidated
fund. The burning question of the royal Irish constabulai-y was
dealt with provisionally. Until a local force was created by the
new government, they were to remain at the orders of the lord
lieutenant. Ultimately the Irish police were to come under the
control of the legislative body. For two years from the passing
of the Act, the legislative body was to fix the charge for the whole
constabulary of Ireland.

In national as in domestic housekeeping, the figure of available
income is the vital question. The total receipts of the Irish
exchequt.- would be £8,360,000, from customs, excise, stamps,
income-tax, and non-tax revenue. On a general comparison of the
taxable revenues of Ireland and Great Britain, as tested more
especially by the property passing under the death duties, the fair
proportion due as Ireland's share for imperial purposes, such as
interest on the debt, defence, and civil charge, was fixed at one-
fifteenth. This would bring the total charge properly imperial up
to £3,242,000. Civil charges in Ireland were put at £2,610,000,
and the constabulary charge on Ireland was not to exceed
£1,000,000, any excess over that sum being debited to England.
The Irish government would be left with a surplus of £404,000.
This may seem a ludicrously meagre amount, but, compared with
the total revenue, it is equivalent to a surplus on our own budget
of that date of something like five millions.
The true payment to imperial charges was to be £1,842,000

because of the gross revenue above stated of £1,400,000 though
paid in Ireland in the first instance was really paid by British
consumers of whisky, porter, and tobacco. This sum, deducted
from £3,342,000, leaves the real Irish contribution, namely
£1,842,000.

^

A further sum of uncertain, but substantial amount, would go
to the Irish exchequer from another source, to which we have
now to turn. With the proposals for self-government were
coupled proposals for a settlement of the land question. The
ground-work was an option offered to the landlords of being
bought out under the terms of the Act. The purchaser was
to be an Irish state authority, as the organ representing the
legislative body. The occupier was to become the proprietor,
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public revenues whatever weVe^oh^ ?n '^Ti*^' "^ Ireland. 5jl
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'^''^'gations to the imperial exchequej

ON THE PLACE OF ITALY

Page 415

seSCirCcfpe^^Ys'E^^^^^^ "'"^^'^ -* ^or a con-
sols itely by the mouXinsfwfhe ci-n

*f.^^ *^« "^^""e"
England commits follies they w^tS f«?r °^r

*^^ "'*«8 if
can afford to waste a portion nf ^® *°"'^^ °* ^ strong man who
affecting the sum tSal ^

SheU'^'''°T^' ^*^°"* ^^^^^
she might scrawl a long list of S-^"^^ ^'"^^ '^"gin, on which
damaging the lette?pS i^tJC^Lf\^7^ *l"™«« ^Stm the case of Italy, a country JhtTif^ '^^^^ '" *he free margin
quarter of a century of pe^7f^^ fh^^

contrived in less than a
pendence, to treble%r ^^^V^^ntr K^'tC\

^''''^'^^^^ ind^
pie, to raise the charge of T.»r ^fk?!^ *^ *°® taxation of her neo.
England and to ar?f?| ^^thfn one oAtrfi'^'^^^ *^^» t^^t o^
bankruptcy?

. . .

'''''° °°« o^^ two short paces of national

CaeraiiS;°b:?^t]i1£^^^^^^^
progress throughout EuroT NeverT/^''

°^ °.^*'°"^1 «»^rty and
teges from soil and climateffrom the taienf^ °t?? ^-"^^^^^ ^^^n
^ople, never was there a more smilW ^"'^ dispositions of the

vot. m—2o
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not indeed her teachers, but her friends, that she may rotue herself
to displ once and for ever the evU dream of what is not so maoh
ambitoon as affectation, may acknowledge the true conditions under
which she lives, and it perhaps may not yet be too late for her to
disappomt the malevolent hopes of the foes of freedom, and to
fulfil every bright and glowing prediction which its votaries have

r*.' ,'^"?"^
<"» !»«' behalf.—

« The Triple Alliance and luMe PUuem W {Contemporary Review, Oct 1889).

THE GLASGOW PERORATION

Page 492

After deaeribing the past history of Ireland as being for more than
Jtoe hundred years 'one almost unbroken succession ofpolitical storm
and sujoHen tempest, except when those tempests were for a time in-t^]^ by a period of servitude and by the stillness of death'
Mr. Gladstone went on :—
Those storms are in strong contrast with the future, with

the present. The condition of the Irish mind justifies us in
anticipating. It recalls to my mind a beautiful legend of ancient
paganism—for that ancient paganism, amongst many legends false
and many foul, had also some that were beautiful. There were
two Lacedaemonian heroes known as Castor and Pollux, honoured

"^n j^i ^^ ™°''® '^"'^oured in their death, when a star was
called after them, and upon that star the fond imagination of the
people fastened lively conceptions ; for they thought that when a^ip at ma. was caught in a storm, when dread began to possess
the minds of the crew, and peril thickened round them, and even
alarm was giving place to despair, that if then in the high heavens
this star appeared, gradually and gently but effectually the clouds
disappeared, the winds abated, the towering billows fell down
to the surface of the deep, calm came where there had been
uproar, safety came where there had been danger, and under the
beneficent influence of this heavenly body the terrified and despair-
ing crew came safely to port. The proposal which the liberal party
of this country made in 1886, which they still cherish in their mind
and heart, and which we trust and believe, they are about now to
cariy forward, that proposal has been to Ireland and the political
relations of the two countries what the happy star was believed to

^ to the seamen of antiquity. It has produced already anticipsr
tions of love and good will, which are the first fruits of what is to
come. It has already changed the whole tone and temper of the
relations, I cannot say yet between the laws, but between the
peoples and inhabitants of these two great islands. It has filled
our hearts with hope and with joy, and it promises to give us in
uen of the terrible disturbances of other times, with their increas-mR intolerable burdens and insoluble problems, the promise of a
fcrotherhood exhibiting harmony and strength at home, and a
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MR. OLADSTONS'S CABINET COLLEAGUES
Page StB

TUfoUowing it the lut of the $eventy minitttra who $erved in cabintU
of which Mr. CHadatone wa$ a member:

1843-40. Peel.

Wellington.
Lyndhurst.
Wharncliffe.

Haddington.
Buocleuch.
Aberdeen.
Graham.
Stanley.

Bipon. «

Hardinge.
Ooulburn.
Knatchbull.

1846. Ellenborough.
8. Herbert.

Granville Somerset.
Lincoln.

18fi2-^. Cranworth.
Granville.

Argyll.

Palmerston.
Clarendon.
C. Wood.
Molesworth.
Lansdowne.
Russell.

G. Grey.
1855. Panmure.

Carlisle,

1858-66. Campbell.
G. C. Lewis.
Duke of Somerset.
Milner Gibson.
Elgin.

C. Villiers.

1859-66. Cardwell.
Westbury.
Bipon.
Stanley of Alderley.

J 866-66. Hartington.
Goschen.

1868-74. Hatherley.
Kimberley.
Bruce.
Lowe.
Childers.

Bright.

C. Fortescue.
Stansfeld.

Selbome.
Forster.

1880-86. Spencer.
Harcourt
Northbrook.
Chamberlain.
Dodson.
Dilke.

Derby.
Trevelyan.
Lefevre.

Eosebery.
1886. Herschell.

C. Bannerman.
Mundella.
John Morley.

1892. Asquith.
Fowler.
Acland.
Bryce.

A. Morley.
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1880.

16.

Fwe trade, railway, and Anril «

"on, liberal unity and

M«J» •RoMi. and England,' in

" "-""orMifen!- •••-»«'•

" ;, "ritlclaes budget
•

n. At Music Hall, Edinbunth
on government's eaatlrt

to A
p**''*'y'

"
%^°Si2'P'""«<"> Anglo-

in a/^"S'''«'» «"»vention.
.. 18. At Ratho on neglect of

„ ,o J'^Z^^ legislatlor

in^j'**""" " Mains on
Indictment of the govern-
ment. At Dalklith onthe government and daaa
Interests.

^
" ^' -^^ J"°'Pe' Green, and at

Balerno, replies to torv
"^"^^"o'fiberalp,^^
At Midealder on abridK-

^|« "frights of pa.iif.

" ^' '^' Giimerton on church
disestablishment. At
Loanhead on the east.

"

^VatSff'^^ -«^ at

" ^" -^^^ Penicuik on CvDni«

April '"•.1J«^"°''«'^SAP™ 'Rellgio,,, Achaian and

2. At West Calder on liberal
record and shortcomings
of the government. '

June

July

30-

* All speeches unless otherwise atat^ -uicrwue stated were made
666

1880.

^wi^r^i MldlothUm,
Mr. Gladstone, 167».

r ni*"* I^lkeith, Ym"'
• ^*"2» to Hawarden.

*Sed. •^'»'-''»»tlon

Anonymous article, 'The
Conservative Collapse •

Ret"n™^'"''*"^*«"^'
^MKiar^'^'' '«
PubllcaUon of correspon.
dence with CoSnt

Receives deputation of

^polky."""*""''
'^""'^

Moves reference to com-
mittee of Mr. BraH
laugh's claim to take"

n« fi "^A' *" parliament.On South African federa.
lion.

On government's policy
regarding Cyprus. ^

On reduction of European
armaments.

^^
On resolution in favour of

local option. Movessec

^nk^^i^ «' «--«»

^'UJ*?*''"""? that Mr.
Bradlaugh be allowed tomake a declaration.

On Mr. Bradlaugh's case.

TM Tompensation for
nisturbances (Ireland)

Explains government's
policy regarding Ar-
menia.

H AT

-Aug. 9. Confined to room
by serious illness.

26.

1.

10.

16.

18.

In the House of Commons.
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1880.

Anc. M-6«pt 4. Uakm mi trip in
the OrantuUy C&«M«
ToaaA EnglMd tad
BootlMnd.

S«pt 4. On coTamiMiit's Turkiih
pculojr.

KoT. 9. At lord mftyor'i tanqiMt
on Inland and foraign
and colonial quMtiona.

6.

SI.

as.

7ab. 8.

la.

April

S8.

4.

7.

^I''!

1881.

Jm. 6. On Inland.
On annazatlon of Trana-

raal.

On Iriab Protection of
Parwn and Property bill.

Bringi in oloaun reaolu-
tion.

tf SS. Falla in garden at Down-
ing Street.

March 10. Morea vote of condolence
on aMawination of
Alexander ii.

On gnnt in aid of India
for ezpenaet of Afghan
war.

On countr government
and local taxation.

Introduoea budget.
Brings in Land Law (In-
land) bill

„ 26 and 27. On Mr. Bradlaugfa'a
case.

May 2. Resigns personal trustee-
ship of British Museum,

ti 4. SupporU Welsh Sunday
Closing bill.

«> 6. Supports vote of thanks
on military operations
in Afghanistan.

Tribute to Lord Beacons-
field.

On second reading of Irish
Land bill.

On the law of entail.
On Anglo-Turkish conven-

tion.

July 26. On vote of censure on
Transvaal.

I, 29. On third reading of Irish
Land bill.

Aug. 6. At Mansion Rouse on
fifteen months' adminis-
tration.

„ 18. On Mr. Pamell's vote of
censure on the Irish
executive.

Oct 7. Presented with an address
by corporation of Leeds :

on land and > fair trade.*

June

9.

10.

10.

24.

1881.

At banqmt In Old Cloth
Rail on Irsland.

Oet S. Prasantcd wiu; addnai by
Leeds Chamlvr of Com-
marae: on fiee trade.
Mass maating of 26,000
Etnons in Oloi Cloth

all on fonig.-i and
colonial policy.

•• IS. Preaentad with ac'dnas
by city corporatiou at
Guildhall I on IreliiTi<1

tnd arrest of Mr. Par-
nell.

t« S7. At Kp' mley on the aims
of the Iriah policy.

Nov. 9. At lord mayor's banque'
on government's Irii

policy and parliamen-
tary prooadun.

1882.

At Hawarden on agri-
oultun.

On local taxation to depu-
tation from ohamben of
agriculture.

On Mr. Bradlaugh's claim.
On home rule amendment

to address.
On the Irish demand for
home rule.

Moves flnt of new pro-
cedure rules.

On local taxation,
and 22. On Mr. Bradlaugh's

case.

Meeting of liberal party
at Downing Street On
House of Lords' com-
mittee to inquire into
Irish Land Act

Moves resolution declaring
parliamentary inquiry
Into Land Act Injurious
to interests of good
government.

On persecution of Jews in
Russia.

Supports resolution for

legislation on parliamen-
tary oaths.

On proposed state acquisi-
tion of Irish railways.

On British North Borneo
Company's charter.

On parliamentary reform.
On grant to Duke of

Albany.
On dosoro resolution.

Jan. 19.

»i 81.

Feb. 7.

9.

II W.

II 20.

II

II

21.

21

•1 27.

27,
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"low ooni--'- '

JOy

ff

Noy,

Dec.

^pm 17. OppoNinMHIonforwtoM.

" ^ '^Vl''*'?!*^ oommanl.
OMiona with V«UcM

" M JiL'"!"'*' budget."
A«^«H"*^!^d ActAnandment bill.

"*!?"••" »' Iri«h policy,

'wupecu,' and rMlm,».

^hS.'-
'^"'"'•'''

'*"«n«-

". Bring" In Arn,a« of Rent
10 <^'»*'»n'l) bill.

". On second reading of Pre-

Tnn. 1^ ^ Egyptian po lev.

18. OnjK.m^b«dmentofAlex.

«• On third reading ofArrearB bill. *

'•
''orsSt.'''*'* - -»«

^-
JJ?

"«*2n,»» expenditure.
8. On Lord.' amendmenu toArrears bill.

m ""Pension of Iriah
members. July 1. "°

W. On erenu leading to
Eg>ptian war. ^

26-31, and l>ec. i. o„ twelre

ort w"^'' ''''«' of procedure
28. Move, vote ^f thaJTbi

to forces engaged In

24 Or.^F''*'?" campaign.
3M. Opposes demand for select

committee on release of
iQ

„** I^amell.
IS. Celebrates political jubilee

188S.

.. M. On Iriah Und I^w (1881)

Becbuanaland.
.i. '^" f h^nrwl tunnw

April

July

--— In (.stUonal

<i taxation.
>»d« AkwMer ..mi
"'•"y'l" annuity

i %

Aug.

Oct

Jan.

1883.

«-16. Suffers from sleepless-
nesB M. Hawarden.

''«*1 Lateral elMb

!««/ a,M( ^ HtS[;^I^ idm«u„«Uo.,.

r. -^^^Cont. ^ ^^
On ref,w,». , y,^

stehMff ,«^. bu«(n«»
A r Stan,*,} ft«j^ (i^T"-

"*;."°f'
s*^ m«9it /or

July »7. On^^dt/ r ^'^,^,

On goTe«,.^,„., ,.„
VMlWh- Zululand poli-

18. Protests against violf==«
l^hes of Irish mem-

21. 0^ work of the session.
Italian translation of
Cowper'g hymn : • Hark
?y ful! It is the

round coast of Scotland
tojjorway and Copen-

13. At Kirkwall : on changes
dnnng half century of
l»i« political life.

^ **'
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188S.

itpt 18. Intenalna ih* Tnfmnt
>nd EmpnM of Rmala,
Ui« Kliw •nd quMn o(
mniiwrk, at <liiinvr on
boftrd nmhrnkt C<utU
in Cop«iihi>4{«n hurbour.

At lUwaniffn, to deputa-
tion of liberal vorking
men on nfonn of tb«
franchlM.

Dm. SS.

1884.

Ju.

rab.

81.

19.

•I 18.

S6.

March 8.

ri

At Hawarden on condition
of aftriouitnre.

Receive* depuutlona from
Leed« conference, etc.,
on Franciiiee bill.

11 and 21. (>n Mr. Bradlsugh'e
attempt to take the oath.

On E;{yptian and Soudan
policy in reply to rote
of cennure.

On n>-e8tabliahm<>nt of
grand comniittece.

Move* resolution of thanka
to Speaker Brand on iiia

retirement.
Ezplaina provlaiona of

Repreientation of the
People (Franchiee) bill.

In defence of retention of
Suakin.

II 8. On govertment'e Einrptlan
policy.

'"^^
11 10-19. Confined to hie room

by a chill.

II 19 to April 7. Recuperatea at
Coombe Warren.

„ 81. On death of Duke of
Albany.

April 8. On General Gordon's
mission in Soudan.

On second reading of
Franchise bill.

On vote of censure regard-
ing General Gordon.

On Egyptian financial
affairs.

Opposes amendment to
Franchise bill granting
suffrage to women.

On terms of agreement
with France on Egypt.

On third reading of Fran-
chise bill.

July 8. On second reading of Lon-
don Government bill.

Meeting of the liberal
party; on rejection of

7.

1884.

Franchisa bill by House
of I<onJs.

Jaljr 11. On negoUationa with Loid
Calms on FranchlM bill.

18. At Eighty club on relation
of politics of the past to
politics of the future.

On failure of conference
on Egyptian finance.

On Lord Northbrook's
mission to Egypt.

At Com Exchange, Edin-
burgh, on Lunls and
Franchise bill.

At Corn Exciiange, Edin-
burgh, in defence of bis
administration.

In Waverley Market on
demand of Loidc for
dissolution.

_ Returns to Hawarden.
Oct Id, CuU first sod on Wlrral

railway : on railway
enterprise.

On Franchise bill.

Defends Lord Spencer's
Irish administration.

«0T. 4. Lays foundation stone of
National Liberal club:
on liberal adminiittra-
ttons of past half cen-
tury.

I, 8 and J" On second readlne
o >'ranchise bill,

,1 81. On Mr. Labouchere's mo-
tion for reform of House
of Lorda

Doc. 1. Brings in Redistribution
bill.

II 4. On second reading of Re-
distribution bill.

1885.

Ang. a,

11 11.

•I 80.

SepL 1.

96,

Id,

98,

38.

May 12.

„ 27.

June 10.

93.

26.

10.

Feb. 23. On vote of censure on
Sondan policy.

March 26. Moves ratification of
Egyptian financial
agreement.

April 9. Announces occupation of
Penjdeh by Russians.

I, 16. In defence of Egyptian
Loan bill.

II 21. Asks for vote of credit for
war preparations.

,1 97. On Sondan and Afghan-
istan.

May 4, Announces agreement
with Russia on Afghan
boundary dispute.
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ti

Aug.
8«pt

Kor.

*i

n

Jui.

Feb.

1885.

^ "•
""-owl?'"- B-'Hc...

«. »^j^cor«.po„d.nc on

* ^.'•f'^wion ou ptrlU.mentary owlw. *~"^
7. On Intention, of tl>a new
. _ Kovernment.

*^

am. \T^^- '• '" Norww.fP*. 17. toue, «id^ "V.

lothlan elector.

ou»Kh, on propo^U of
Irish party. *^" **'

"• '**^««t'«»l<ler on Ireland
{«*^Kn policy, and free

21. At Daikelth on flnw,ce.Md land reform.
». At'Mugnratlon of MarketCro*. Edinburgh

: on

rorgh. on tory Uctic

Mr n.'*';-*"'"°*l.n:,

Mr. Dalrymple, 3248. '

1886.

'ProemtoGene8l«:aPIea

m ? *?" Triat' in

On Kov^rnment'. policy In

^ ^SftreC,/-^-

™™ed -^""^'""on

in B ^ Midlothian.
10. Retunied unoppo«.d for

of England and Ireland,
^^annexaUon of Bur-

CRBOV0U)Oy
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1886.

April

May

June

(July

Aug,

Sept.

»»

Oct.

M«h
4. On'"caS„7?r.7a;;r

«.
0,j, d^eath of „, ^. j^

8- Brinp, In Oovemment of
»Uj'*"d (Home Kme,

"• " Kut'bir'"» »' «—
Irtah Land l-urchaw

1- iMUe. nMnm to eli>rtn..

;• ;?9ei.rb,r-« »'

*»•«'"•« of liberal party atthe foreign offl^ /on
28 if"'f,"'"»eR«l«blIl.

g»nilng the Home Rule

7-«. Conclude, debate onHome Rule bill.

'

fSreV"*""""""
»'

• ^MlltlTn.^ "-'«»

SI At ,5"'.°" ••""»« ™le.

bu.^il"'*' i!*""'
Kdin.

22 A. n^"' °" '"»ne rule,

M At S'**S.* °" »»»">« role.

'^i„f'7«n>ool on UUiierand home rule.
'

K'th. """PPo*"! for

•«'• Hwlgnatlon of third ad.

pS^c*""*"""*"''*
fr'»»»

''
"tl^Lla.

'^"^""•'^ '-
28. 'The IrUh Question: (I)Hwory of an Idea ; (2)

puulZd-f'*^^'^'-''
19. Returns to London.

*
'*L??'"'*'"'^*"- Receive,a^rew .igned by
400,000 women of Ire-land

: on home rule.
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1887.

Jan. *LoekMley Hall and the
Jubilee,' in Ntneteenth
Century.

„ 87. Tribute to memory of
Lord Iddedeigh.

„ 37. On Lord Randolph
ChurchiU'B retirement
and Ireland.

Feb. • Notes and Queries on the
Irish Demand,' in Nine-
teenth '"•nfury.

March 'The Greater Gods of
Olympus: (1) Poseidon,'
in Nineteenth Centuty.

„ 17. To tlie liberal memberij for
Yorkshire : on home
rule.

,« 24. On the exaction of ex-
cessive rents.

I, 29. On Criminal Law Amend-
ment (Ireland) bill.

April 'The History of 1852-00
and Greville's Latest
Journals,' in English
Historical Review.

II 18. On spcond reading of
Criminal Law Amend-
ment bill.

„ 19. At Righty club on liberal
unionist grammar of
dissent.

„ 25. Criticise I^r. Goschen's
budget.

May 'The Greater Gods of
Olympus: (2) Apollo,'
in Nineteenth Century.

n 6. Moyes for select committee
to inqn'— Ir.lo the Times
articles on Tarnellism
and Crime.'

I, 11. At Dr. Parker's house on
Ireland.

„ 31. On Crimes bill at Hawar-
den.

June Reviews Mr. Leoky's His-
tory of England in the
Eighteenth Century in
Nineteenth Century.

„ 'The Great Olympian
Sedition,' in Contempor-
ary Review.

II 4. At Swansea, on Welsh
nationality, Welsh
grievances, and the Irish
Crimes bill.

II 6. At Singleton Abbey on
home rule and retention
of Irish members.

II 7. At Cardiff on home rule.
July 'The Greater Gods of

Aug,

Sept.

Oct

Not.

Dec.

It

Jan.

Feb.

1887.

Olympus: (8) Athene,'
in Nineteenth Century.

S. To the liberal members for
Durham on Lord Har-
tington'a Irish record.

7. Moves rejection of Irish
Criminal Law Amend-
ment bill.

0. Presented at Dollis Hill
with address signed by
1O,08» citizens of New
York.

14. On second reading of the
IrUh Land bill.

16. At National Liberal club

:

on Ireland and home
rule movement in Scot-
land and Wales.

29. At Memorial Hall on the
lessons of bye-elections.

'Mr. Lecky and Political

Morality,' in Nineteenth
Century.

16. Lays first cylinder of rjtil-

way bridgis over the Dee

:

on railway enterprise
and the Channel tunnel.

26. On proclamation of Irish
land league.

30. At Hawarden on Queen
Victoria's reipn.

•Electoral Facts of 1S87,'

in Nineteenth Century.
12. On riot at Mitchelstown,

Ireland.

'Ingram's History of the
Irish Union,' in Nine-
teenth Century.

4. At Hawarden on the ab-
solutist methods of

government.
18. At National Liberal Feder-

ation, Nottingham, on
conduct of Irish police.

19. At Skating Rink, Notting-
ham, on home rule.

80. At Drill Hall, Derby, on
Ireland.

'An Olive Branch from
America,' in Nineteenth
Century.

27. At Dover on free trade
and Irish Crimes Act.

28. Leaves England for Italy.

1888.

•A reply to Dr. Ingram,'
in Westminster Review,

•The Homeric Here,' in

Contemporary Review.
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., 17.

March

1888.
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.. 83.

April 9.

>. 11.

f. 23.

.1 26.

May

» 2.

.. 9.

H 26.

>. 80.

June 18.

« 26.

.. 27.

.1 30.

July

6.

.. 18.

„ 23.

•• 26.

Returns to London.

ITurther Notes iind Querieson the Irish lWS,.nd/

'^L^.k"''^'*' ^^"^"^ club

Government bill,

**27*«"».amendment in

r!*'?„f
""^8 on real and

personal property
On second rending of

n,Sr'^. Government
(Ireland) bill.

'Robert KIsmere anrf »!.„

On 11 ^'»«''-"-«« Beview.

"raCyT"" '=°"'^°' »^

Opens Giajistone library atNar^nal Liberal c7ub:

^qu'Lr;"""''"-"^

'^ilrl!.tr*'''f"
condemns

licensing clauses of Local
Government bill.

i^^ •'"potation of

On death of German Em-
pcror.

"
Condemns

administration

OnM"'" •'.'^"""al law.on Channel Tunnel bill.

.tS"*^ "^,8 bye-elections,^e Wizabethan Settle-Went of Religion,' in
NinfUenth Centur^

V .'T'"*'.
"""nibers for

Aorthumberiand and
Cumberiand on Par^ell
commission and reten-
tion of Irish membTr^"On second reading of Par
nell Commission bill

nWi"'13"'- 0>ad«tone
prewnted with their
portraits on entering on««eth year of ma^ieS

1888.

29.

'y so. On composition of Pameli
commission

1600 liberals at Hawar-a«n
:

on conservaUve

•«». At Hawarden on spade
husbandry and the c^!
"^at'on of fruit.
Mr. forster and Ireland,'

wTl^fh*"' "" '^"b and
4 A..K .

bo'ierule.
^ 'h^K'-'^JdfodonKng-
^h^feeling u,warli

'%f.t",':"»»bethandthe
Church of England ' in

« At Town Hall, Birai„-.
^^"''"""beraluniS

6 T« 2 ""* ?'«" one vot*.
8- To deputation at Birming-ham on labour repS-

, ^rber "''>-- "'

7. At Bingley Hall, Binning-ham. on Irish question.'^
8. To deputation of Binning.

on wih'"
.^'''"nal cufb

19 On I : f**
F'evances.

bil}."""
^"'^ '"«''««

*
"tJiI[;®*l'?"''' "dminis-

IK 4 *™Von of Ireland,
** I^'Diehouse Town Hallon necessary Enelish
reforms and'the Irish
question.

"*"

9- leaves England for Naples.

1889.

•naniei O'Connell,'
Nineteenth Century.

Reviews />,„„,re by Mar

s,;i:« '" '^-'-'^*

•
Returns to London.
"'?„'="nciliatory measuresm administration of

Ireland.
On death of John BriRht
Reviews For the JiiX in
mneteenth Century.

Unc'r-"^ ^<" ""^J
On Scotch home rule.

in

r.* ;^
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1889.

May 'Italy In 1888-89,' in J\r<ne- Nov.
Uenth Century.

II 16. On second reading of
Welsh Education bllL

II 10. Moves amendment to Mr.
Goscben's proposed
death duties on estates Dec.
above £10,000.

June 6. At Southampton on lessons
of the bye-elections.

11 7. At Rorasey on Lord Palm-
erston.

II 8. At Weymouth on shorter
parliaments and Ireland.

II 10. At Torquay on Ireland.
II 11. At Falmouth and Redmth

on Ireland.

H 12. At Truro, St. Aiistell, and
Bodmin on Ireland, one Jan.
man one vote, the death
duties, etc.

•I 14. At Launceston on dissen-
tient liberals.

I, 14. At Drill Hall, Plymouth,
on home rule.

„ 17. At Shaftesbury and GU- „ 9.
lingbam on the agricul-
tural labourer.

July 'Plain Speaiting on the
Irish Union,' in Mne- Feb. 6
teenth Century.

II 6. Presented with freedom of
Cardiff; on free trade; „ H
on foreign opinion of
English rule in Ireland.

II 26. Golden wedding celebrated
in London. March

,1 26. Speech on royal grants.
Aug. 'Phoenician Affinities of

Ithaca,' in Nineteenth „ 3.
Century.

„ 22. At Hawarden on cottage „ 24
gardens and fruit culture.

„ 26. Celebration of golden wed-
ding at Hawarden.

Sept. 7. Entertained in Paris by
Society of Political April 24.
Economy.

II 23. At Hawarden on dock
strike and bimetallism. May 2

ti 'The Triple Alliance and
Italy's Place in it,' by „ 12.
Outidanos, in Content
porary Review. „ 15.

Oofc Reviews Journal de Marie
Bashkirtsef in Nine- „ 16.
teenth Century.

,1 23. At Southport on Ireland.
„ 26. Opens literary institute at

Saltney, Chester. 17.

1889.

' The EnglUh Church under
Henry the Eighth,' in
Nineteenth Century.

' The Question of Divorce,'
in North American Be-
view.

Reviews MemoriaU of a
Southern Planter in
Nineteenth Century.

At Frt Trade Hall, Man-
chester, on liberal union-
ists and foreign policy.

In Free Trade Hall on
government of Ireland.

At luncheon at Town Hall
on city of Manchester.

1890.

'A Defence of Free Trade,'
In North American Re-
view.

'The Melbourne Govern-
ment : ite Acts and Per-
sons,' in Nineteenth
Century.

At Hawarden on the effect
of free trade on agri-
culture.

At Chester on Ireland.
At Oxford Union on

vestiges of Assyrian
mythology in Homer.

.
On motion declaring publi-

cation by Times of
forged Parnell letter to
be breach of privilege.

' On Books and the Housing
of Them,' in Nineteenth
Century.

On report of Parnell com-
mission.

At National Liberal club
on report of Parnell
commission.

At Guy's Hospital on the
medical profession.

On second reading of Pur-
chase of Land (Ireland)
bill.

^

On disestablishment of
church of Scotland.

On free trade at Prince's
HaU, Piccadilly.

On Local Taxation Duties
bill.

At Norwich on Parnell
commission, land pur-
chase and licensing

question.
At Lowestoft on Siberian
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April 27.

June 6.

>. 13.

,. 18.

July 17.

>• 24.

M .30.

Aug. 21.

30.

Sept 12.

Oct 21.

» 26.

.. 27.

Nov.

.. 24.

Dec. 1.

» 2.

» 11.

atrocities and the aari.
cultural labourer.

"^"'^"s 10.000 liberals atHawarden
: on Mitchels-

town Iri8h Land bill,

nn^K^**'*?*^"K bill,
on Channel Tunnel bill.
"°jj^«a' Taxation DuUe.

I

To depositors in railways'
savings banks: on thrift

'

r^nH*""''"^" School,
i^ndon, on the educal
Uon of women.

On Anglo-German Agree-ment bill.
*

^^tK^'}"?*' National
Liberal club on Maltese

At Hawarden on cottage

ttr *"' *"^
'^- D<aiinger'8 Posthu-
mous Remains,' in the
Speaker.

At Dee iron works on in-
dustnal progress.

h»^^ Exchange, Edin-
Durgh, on government's

./™" administration.
At West Calder on coudi-

^d"l?;,ar/''"«
''^

>nin°StTK
land.

"^
At Music Hall, Edinbureh.
on retention of Irfeh
members, procedure and
obstruction.

'•

^'J^""*^^?, °n free trade
and the McKinley tariff
Opens Victorian Ari
Galleij: on apprecia-
tion of beauty

Wealth,' m mneteentk

Mr. Pamell and leader-
ship of Irish party. ''

Pamell's manifesto to
Irish people.

On Purchase of Land (Ire.
land) bill.

^

At Retford on Mr. Par
nell and the home rule
cause.

1890.

Jan. 27.

.. 20.

« 17,

nahle Roek of Holy^mre, a reprint of
articles in Good Word*

^"ndmark, of HomeHc
Study, together with an^Moy on the Points ofContact between the

iy""" ^(tblets and
the Homeric Text.

1891.

Supports motion to ex-
punge from journals of

la.tr,"''"^
the Brad-

.
J?"-'""f8'>l»tion (1881).
^°ff'«''j;,.Huxleyandthe
»>wme-Miracle,'in Vine-
teenth Century.

*

•

*''i'*?
.*cond reading of

Keligious
Disabilities

Removal bill.

Opens free library in St
Martin's Lane.- on f^
libraries.

Condemns action of Irish
executive in Tipperary

On disestablishment
church in Wales.

On taxation of land.
On registration reform.
At Eton College
Homeric Artemis.

rn-M**""^ °n Mr.
Goschen's finance, Irish
P°'i?y. and the career

. .
°f Mr. Pamell.

AMemoirof John Murray,'

A u.V
•'anies's Hall, at

|"W'«« ot Colonial
Bishoprics Fund, on de-
velopment of colonial

• Death of w. H. Glad-
stone.

At Hawarden on flftv
years of progress. '
iilectoral Facts, No III »

in Nineteenth Century'!
on the Ancient Beliefs in
?^«"re State,' in ivr.ne.
teentA Century.

At jubilee ot Glenalmond
College on study of
nature and the clerical
profession.

At Newcastle on the
liberal programme.

of

on

Mr.
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Not. 8.

28.

Dee. 11.

16.

1891.

At Newoaatle -m loo«l self-
goTerament and free-
dom of trade.

At Wlrral on home rule.
At Sunlight Soap works
on profit-abaring and co-
operation.

At Holboni Restaurant to
conference of labourers
on rural reforms.

Leaves London for Biar-
ritz.

1892.

Irish

July a.

1892.

Veb.rMay «0n the Olympian Re-
ligion,' in \orth Ameri-
can BevietB.

<« 29. Returns to London.
March 8. Opposes grant of £20,000

for survey of Uganda
railway.

„ 16. On Welsh Land Tenure
biU.

«, 24. On Small Agricultural
Holdings bUl.

„ 28. On Indian Councils Act
(1861) Amendment bill.

April Reviews The Platform, its
BUt and Progrtss, in
Nineteenth Century.

„ 28. OnChurch Discipline (Im-
morality) bill.

May 24. On Local Government (Ire-
land) biU.

n 81. At Memorial Hall on Lon-
don government.

Jane 'Did Dante Study in Ox-
ford?' in Nineteenth
Century,

n 6, At Dalkeith on Scotchhome
rule and disestablish-
ment.

n 18. Receives deputation from
London trades council
on Eight Hours bill.

18. To nonconformists at
Clapham on Ulster and
iiome rule.

34. Issues address to electors
of Midlothian.

26. Struck in the eye by piece
of gingerbread in Ches-
ter. At Liberal club on
the general election, the
appeal to religious big-
otty, and disesublish-
ment.

80. At Edinburgh Music Hall
on Lord Salisbury's
manifesto, home rule,

11.

18.

«>

and retention of
memben.

At Glasgow on Oraageiam
and home rule.

At Gorebridge on labour
questiona.

At Corstorphine on gor-
emment's reoord.

At West Calder on pro-
tection, the hours of
labour and home rule.

At Penicuik on conserva-
tive responsibility for
recent wars, finance,
disestablishment, and
Irish question.

Elected for Midlothian:
Mr. Gladstone, 6846

;

Colonel Wauchope, 6155.
On vote of want of con-

fidence.

Fourth administration
formed.

Returned nnoppoaed for
Midlothian.

Knocked down by heifer
in Hawarden Park.

Sept 6. A paper on Archaic Greece
and the East read be-
fore Congress of Orien-
talUts.

At Carnarvon on case of
Wales.

'A Vindication of Home
Rule: a Reply to the
Duke of Argyll,' in
North American Review.

Cuts first sod of the new
Cheshire railway : on
migration of population
and mineral produce of
Wales.

24. Delivers Romanes lecture
at Oxford on history of
universities.

Presented with freedom of
Liverpool : on history
of Liverpool and Man-
chester ship canal.

Leaves England for
Biarritz.

Aug. 9.

» 16.

» 24.

,. 29.

Oct

12.

22.

Deo. 3.

2L

1893.
Jan. 10. Returns to England.
I) 81. Replies to Mr. Balfour's

criticisms on the ad-
dress.

Feb. a On Mr. Labonchere's
amendment in favour of
evacuation of Uganda.
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» 11.

>• 13.

Much 8,

„ 30.

•> 27.

.. 27.

July 12,

14

21

30.

April e,

„ 19.

» 21.

May 1.

.. 3.

.. 11.

>• 23.

1. 29.

June

» 16.

Brings ta Government of
Ireland (Home Rnh)

tional monetary confer-

"!?^*^",<J«Pntatiou from
*%,°»'"«"' federaUon
on Eight Hours bill.On Sr Gerald Portal's„"^'°n to Uganda.

Meeting of the liberal
party at foreign offl™ "
on ^programme for «,,- Sept 27.

®l^^-^^*''""''' "notion
censuring action Of Iriah Nov. ft

^
B^lf«.

''*P"*««ona from Deo. 19
fn^ -J

fanufacturera
'

and city of London me"
SorrSfr"''«««»-t

rHom/Kbir'''^ '^h' "•

Thl^^
» "deputation from Feb lo

Son-rKighfs!«thT

^^-''m-*, "^'Pntation of
S^^J^'ifAMociationl

On second reading of
Miners' Eight Houw billRephes to Mr Chamb^":
«Jn's speech on flm
clause of Home me „

*^n"?h^*r'"?*'" *"''*'"'te: July

bill
""""^ Rule

•Som; Eton Translations.'

E„.T,^„'^™"°5 ''etween
l^and and United

Statement regarding the

&s«-orHo2i

1883.

"fJ^j '!!*'•'"'»" 'or cloa-^'^ "" committee
tage of Home Rule bin

dS^w
"*• SO'^rament's

i?J^.7" '^»««n? the
wtentionof Irish mem-bem at Westminster.

Moves address of congrat-
nlationon marri^f
Duke of York. ^^

V^ *»".*'' «'au8e toHome Rule bill regula^
ing financial relations.At Agricultural Hall, fc.Ungton, on industry and

Moves third reading ofHome Rule bilj

„f^^'l!}'"'^ on House

RuWr '^ '•'•' «°-
®" *[»tab^leland and the
chartered company

On naval policy of the
government

1894.

17,

'"CfiL.'""^'"'' '<*

On the Lords. an,endment«
to Parish Councils bill

P**'|n8 the premiership."
Confined to bed by sefere

""^tbow^-h^
g^weU

^'^ ^^^-
•The Love Odes of Horace— nve specimens' in
J^tneteenth Centuri.

• ** Prince's Hall on Ufa
^dworkofSirAndii^w

Right eye operated on for
cataract.

Announces decision not toseek re-election to par-
liament

"^/^.P'oce of Heresy and
Schism in the Modern
Christian Church,' to
mneteenth Centun.

%aan.'^'^^'""« "
^,";Si^i. ^epntation of
1600 liberals from Top.
quay at Hawarden

M>1
¥t
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mi1
t'f

"

'^

!^

*r 1 J:

1894.

Sept. ' The True and False Con-
ception of the Atone-
ment,' in Nintteenth
Century.

Dec. 89. Beceivea deputation from
the Armenian national
chnrcli at Hawarden.

1895.

Jan. 7. Prewnted with an album
by Irish-Americans : in
favour of Irish unity.

„ 8. Leaves England for south
of France.

March Publishes The PBalter with
a concordance.

„ 'The Lord's Day,' in
Church Monthly; con-
cluded in April number.

„ ki.O. Returns to England from
France.

„ 16. At Hawarden to a deputa-
tion of Leeds and Hud-
dersfield liberal clubs:
on English people and
political power, and on
advantages of libraries.

June 12-24. Cruise in Tantallon
Castle to Hamburg,
Copenhagen, and Kiel.

July 1. Farewell letter to Mid-
lothian constituents.

Aug. 6. At Hawarden on small
holdings and his old
age.

„ 6. At Chester on Armenian
question.

Not. 'Bishop Butler and hij
Censors,' in Nineteenth
Century; concluded in

December number.
Dec. 28. Leaves England for

Biarritz and Cannes.

1896.

Feb. ofPublishes The Works
Bishop Butler.

March 10. Betums to England from
Cannes.

„ 28. At Liverpool on the de-
velopment of the Eng-
lish railway system.

' The Future Life and the
Condition of Man There-
ih,' in North American
Beview.

Contributes an article on
' The Scriptures and

April

May

June

"
1,

Aug. 3.

Sept 1.

2.

„ 24.

Oct.

» 16.

Jan. 29.

March 19.

May 4.

June 2.

Aug. 2.

Nov. 26.

Jan.

Feb. 18.

, 22.

March 22.

May 19.

„ 26, 27.

1896.

Modem Criticism ' to
the People's Bible.

Sollloquium and Postscript— a letter to the Arcn-
bUhop of York, pub-
lUhed.

'Sheridan,' in Nineteenth
Century.

Letter on Anglican Orders
published.

At Hawarden horticultural
show on rural life.

At fete in aid of Hawarden
Institute on progress of
music.

At Hawarden ftte on
Welsh music.

At Hengler's circus, Liver-
pool, on Armenian
question.

'The Massacres in Tur-
key,' in NineUenth Cen-
tury.

At Penmaenmawr in praise
of seaside resorts.

1897.

forLeaves England
Cannes.

Letter to the Duke of

Westminster on the
Cretan question pub-
lished.

Betums to England from
Cannes.

At Hawarden on the con-
dition of the clergy.

Opens Victoria jubilee

bridge over the Dee at

Queensferry.
At Hawarden horticultural

show on small culture.

Leaves England for

Cannes.

1898.

'Personal BecoUections of

Arthur H. Hallam,' in

Daily Telegraph.
Betums to London from
Cannes.

Groes to Bournemouth.
Betums to Hawarden.
Death of Mr. Gladstone.
Lying in state in West-
minster Hall.

Burial in Westminster
Abbey.



Collier affair 11 tnK. vr '
"••

Xrr' "• "*'
;
Licensing bill of ii -wa.39"

; on Alabama c««, 11 2» -
on IrlHh University b^'f'i^""'^'
•tone', appreciation of ii 1^.' 2^.
dent of the council sV^'if^,"

mentioned'. Tn2l"«Mfiii?,^''"'"«'

«nE:«^"«" '«•«». on position

Aberdeen, Gladstone presented 1«.'"-eedom of, ii. 378.
'^"'"'"**» *>«>

Aberdeen, 4tli Earl of •_
*^*»?o/r'~"''.^'""°«f«°»''' «ntl.

v^U^'K-.S^'.^'fl^ton;!.
meeting f^V ^' "' ^"""d*

i 2^ n'n Vc •
P««y n-eetings,

m'orHf^^T*" '""fKnation

»«)'. ?.f,'^'*°"*'
* relations with'•^»0; estimate of Peel i 9«».

P^rse„logiu„ofaen.f4i"
on freedom i„ official positioM:
298; home and foreiRn policv of

.re'^^liets^oV'T'?'^-

Ml, 642; views on papal ai{<rre^
•ionquestion,

i. 405,407-^^
to form a governmekt I'ssT) i4(»a„rf„o,«; leader of Pee,

U

M^ ;«^'^"" •"" °^ (1852), iiM8 attitude of, towards iirsDerby administration,
i. 417 419

Kf^;p:^'.-'^'°''P»«'''''le«^s for Peellte government, i.

^nt,it;'";:iV;f°"-'»,««-em.

L^^' '**'*' *° P'ince Alberton Gladstone's speech, i. 468 let

INDEX

^.^«one^sMa^;stf:'sJ^,.7
^. on effect of Crimean war
T,: »"««'""» retirement,

1. 491-

f"linKthe;aTi.7r4-,^r
dei.atof.,,«M/Ji^^;*^;

position of premier, Ii. 416- QbT

budffet 1 ««n.
^'•'•**- Lewis's"uugei, I. Ofio

; Divorce bill, 1. 570

.

Conspiracv bill 1 wn.
"•'"'">

Gladstone^. »!
.' '-,5^= W™^""

Jtone^vi,,it^,i.««;V.:^J„«Jt
Ionian project, i. 59s desim.

stone and government,
1. .,.«.

Arthur Gordon's letter to, i. m-Br.ght'8 visit to, i. 636 ,0 H'death of, ii. 87 * '

Foreign influence of. 1. .«J2 529-
f^jeign estimate Of. ii. 351. m."

Gladstone's estimate of, 1. 124 .39.,

G^ad.stone's letters to, i 42ii^'
•»2!»,4<i3,649; ii.3.

'"' '• *^^26,

Palmerston contrasted with, i. .-sgo

Sobriquet of, i. 177
Tru^«u|ness of, i.-,97: ,1.113.640,

0*1. **», .At: 11. I.HI, \i^ .

iii .>2^

'

i.-?i«f{

11 <

""" > "peecn, t. 4f)8. i«» _,„' ' ^"'1 f^a nore. S2n
ter to Gladstone, i. 4«*)- aHiVni" L.. .'^' **«• ''*: "• ^^ I'M iH
towards Turkey in T&is, "1^"

I ^^^^^^^V*'
^"•' "'• '"^'^5

5 7
VOL. „,_2 P

•

'^^^J
Abeken, H., ii. a-,2-33;j auT^^ote
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Abercromby, Sir Ralph, III. 314.

Abolition, CM nUre-boldlng.

AcIaikI, a. H. D., ill. 1M and mot*.

Arthur, i. M, SO nolt, 74.

81r H. W. , ill. 421.

Sir ThomM, member of WEO,
1. on note; brotherhood formed by
Gladstone and, 1. 90; advice to Olad-
tone on Jewish disabilitiea qoea-
tion, i. 376; correspondence with
Gladstone on popular discontent, ii.

172-174; on Gladstone's position

(1867), 11. 227; otherwise mentioned,
1. M, 74. 148; il. 280, 490, 431 ; ill. 49S.

Act of Uniformity bill (1872), ii. 410.

Acton, liOrd, recommended by Glad-
stone for a peerage, 11. 430; corre-

spondence with Gladstone on Vati-

canism, 11. 609, fill, SIS, Sl»-i.i\;

compared with DoUlnger, ii. SS8

;

letter on Gladstone's proposed re-

tirement, ill. 172; elected fellow of

All SouU', 111. 421 ; Gladsttme's let-

ters to, 1. 481, 628; ii. 1, 214; ill.

855-309, 41»-416, 422, 486, 457, 544;
criticism of Gladstone, 111. 300-361

;

otherwise mentioned, Ii. 2B4, 617; ill.

103, 301, 462.

Adam, W. P., commissioner of pnblio

works, 11. 463 note ; supports Glad-
stone's Midlothian candidature, il.

S84-080; otherwise mentioned, Ii.

086, 602, 620.

Adams, Charles Francis (American min-
ister), hinu withdrawal, ii. 80 and
note', 83; Eyarts coadjutor to, ii.

189; breakfasts y>ith Gladstone, Ii.

213-213; on Alabama case, II. 396-

396 ; work on the arbitration board,
ii. 411-412.

Adderley, C. B., quoted, i. 362 note*.

AduUamites, Ii. 200, 211, 224, 220.

Advertisements, tax on, 1. 409, 4ffii and
note.

Affirmation bill (1883), 1. 414 note; ill.

14, 18-20, 107 note, 312.

Afghanistan :—
Cavagnari in, ill. 101.

Beversal of conserrative policy in,

ill. 10.

Russian action in (1880), Ui. 178,

183-180, 208 note.

War with, 11. 083; Gladstone's refer-

ences to, ii. 092, 095.

Africa South:—
Cape Colony

—

Dutch sympathy in, with Trans-
vaal, ill. 39-40 and noW^, 42
note*, 43.

BapreMntativea frcm, on Booth
African situation, ill. 33.

Cape of Good Hope petition, 11. 040.

Confederation scheme, Ui. 22-34, 31.

Frere in, ill. 2, 6.

Native affairs in, oommittee on, 1.

368.

Orange Free State

—

Advice from, lit. 33-33.

Sympathy in, with Transvaal, ill.

30-40 ami nole*, 43.

Transvaal—
Administration of, by Great Brit-

ain, ill. 31 and note >.

Annexation of (ISH), Ui. 25;

Boer resistance to annexation,

Ui. 25-26, 31; Gladstone's atti-

tude towards, Ui. 27 ; Harting-
ton's attitude to, Ui. 27.

Cabinet abstentions on division

regarding, ill. 30.

Commission suggested by Boers,

Ui. 30; suggestion ac^*pted,

ill. 36 and notei, 40; constitu-

tion of commission, ill. 41;

Boer requests reKHrdiug, re-

fused, III. 41; parliamentary

attack on appointment, ill. 41-

42; Boer attitude towards, iii.

44; Pretoria convention con-

cluded by, Ui. 44-40.

Conventions with, iii. 40 and note.

Forces in, iii. 31, note*.

Midlothian reference to (1879), II.

090; (1880), iU. !^8.

Misrepresentations regarding

Boers, lU. 31.

Native struggles with Boers in,

iU. 24.

Rising of, ill. 31-32; course of

hostilities, iU. 34-37; armis-

tice, iU. 39.

Self-government promised to, iii.

20, 28 and note*, 29, 30 and
note*; promises evaded, iii.

30,33.

W. H. Smith's view of proceed-

ings in, ii. 601.

Suzerainty question, iii. 45 and
note.

Sympathy with, from South Afri-

can Dutch, iii. 30-40 and note',

42 note*, 43.

Ailesbnry, Lord, U. GS6.

Airey, Sir Richard, 1. 661.

Alabama claims—
Arbitration accepted on, U. 405.

Gladstone's views on, il. 3M, 306-3!i7,

406, 409, 038.
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Albert Victor, Prince, 111 aa2.AMerson, Baron, i. 381.
Alfrwl, Prince, il. 98, 99, 105.

^^erra. Emperor of R«,ta, ,u.

Alexandretta, project to aelze U w^

r.r79^b?;itr^"-^««^«. w. 79, bombardment of. la. 81.
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V«edennoop.
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"y-- "4; contrasted

British North, il. 607.
Canada, «ee Ma( <t«e.
United States, see that title.

Am^erica^ciTll war. see under United

679

Annnltles bill, 11. 81^3, ,35

Anstlce, Prof.. I. sb-jm kb «>

Antonelli. Cardinal. U. 2W
T4V'^"~'^"--"»"»yu«..

Aosta, Duke of. 11. 327.

S^S'"!* ^f"
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--r^fe^.urasSaT.r-:,''/

question II iiw. !. ,
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H. 217; the popes estimate of «
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case H^5 ' •

^^' °'' -<'a6«'»a

Indian secreury (laas), ||. 644. ^•

Si-.**"".?" ""''''»« inflnence^f T-T^ew. on Transvaal commi^i" ,,*'

684- HI Oft tj ' 'es'Knation, U.

on Franchise bill, i !•«?„:. "
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vKi h r' "i;
^''"'«^"»'« inter:view with Pamell, iii. 229 note 1 • nn

Irish Situation, ill. 280-i8lTreftu^^

477 oiii:* =. °,° ''""' ine«ion. 111

ll;,, '*""*' ''"ers to, i. 652- H«. 73, 76, 28*-290, 2<B 462 4.^ '^'

"«, tK»-ojts 11. 47 notes • ii 70 100
212, 469. 604, 644. ^ '
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Ariatotle, I. 191, aOT note*.

AnMlUnl, ill. 464.

Armraiu atiuottlM, Ul. 031, oasi.

ArmlUtwMi, Uoorga, 111. 463 oml note,

460, am, Ii33.

AmnttronK, B. J., 11. 19S and not*.

Amy :
—

Cnrdwell'i work for, li. SSa
ComiiMnder-liMihlaf, poaition of la

PnrlUment, ii. 383, 640.

EltlmatM for (1874), ii. 483.

PuiobM* aboiiabfid, II. 301-365.

Short Mrvicc •jritein, II. (fJ6, 640.

War ofHce, qualiflRatluug (or, 11. 649.

Arnold, Matthew, viewi of, on Ptttr
BtU, 1. jSO; appointment loiiKht bjr,

11. 040; riewi on copyright, 11. 041;

poem on hU father, ill. 483; estimate
of Wordiworth, HI. 448; on Chriiti
anity, Hi. 030.

Arnold, Dr. T., aermoni of, read by
Gladstone, 1. 100, 130; rlew of the
church, I. 108; attitude towards
Newman, 1. 160; on Gladstone's first

book, 1. 176 ; on .lerusalem bishopric,

1. 808; M. Arnold's poem on. 111. 483.

BIrs. T., Hi. 388.

Ashley, Lord, on factory legislation, 1.

106; on Jerusalem bishopric, 1. 308,

300; rotes against Gladstone at
Oxford, 1. 333.

Evelyn, 11. 01 and note, 103, 104,

2S2.

Asquitb, H. H., IH. 490 not*.

Athensnm Club, ii. 174.

Athens, i. 600; 111.91.

Attwood, Thomas, i. 114 note.

Angustenburg, Duke of, ii. 116, 080.

Augustine, Saint, 1. 117, 161, 307 note*;
H.044.

d'Aumale, Due, U. 190.

Austin, Charles, 1. 229; Hi. 464.

Anstralia, convict transportation to, i.

309 and note.

Austria :
—

Alliance with, Gladstone's Tlew of,

1.046.

Berlin memorandum, 11. 049.

Berlin treaty obligation, attltade

towards (1880), ill. 9.

Bhtck Sea provisions of Treaty of
Paris disapproved by, ii. 30a

Bosnia and Herzegovina transferred
to, 11. 076; Hi. 82.

Confusion in policy of , 11. 120.

Danubian provinces, quasi-indepen-

dence of, opposed by, H. 3.

Kastem question, attitude towards,
Ii. 549, 671.

EtTptian question, attitude towards,
Ul. 80, 83.

Excessive exptnditnre, effeett of, it.

03.

France, peace with. Lord Blebo's
motion un, II. 10 note*; expects
aid from, 11. 337 ; alliance sought
by (1870), 11. :«i3; eilurU to avert
Franco-Prussian war, U. acW;

neutrality during the war, ii.

344.

Ionian blands despatch, attitude
towards, 1. 601.

Italy, tyranny In and war with, i.

3IXM02, 618, 630 note*; \\.»etmq.,
641.

Midlothian references to. Hi. 8.

Prussia— attitude of, 1. 480; war
with, II. 110, 210 nott, 314.

Russia— policy towards, i. 488; hos-

tility i f, H. 4.

Sadowa, defeat at, 11. 110.

Slowness of, 11. 4.

Tariff negotiations with, 1. 367.

Ayrton, A. 8., U. 460-461, 46»-46«, 6SI.

d'Azeglio, H. 17.

Bach's passion music, U. 083.

Bacon, Lord, cited, 11. 30.

Badeley, , 1. 380 note*.

Bagehot, W., II. 62.

Baker, 8lr Samuel, Hi. 140 w>te*, 161.

Balfour, A. J., Gladstone's eommunlca-
tionswith.on Irish situation, 1H.2S9,

284; Irish secretary, ill. 374; on Irish

rents, ill. .174: compared to Halifax,
Hi. 378; Irish adminUtration of, ill.

378-379; Mitchelstown, ill. .%l-.')82;

on nifverse bye-«Iections, ill. 427 ; de-

fends Irish policy at Newcastle, i.

428; replies to Gladstone, Hi. 490;

moves vo, 3 of censure on Irish ad-

ministration, ill. OOl ; tribute to Glad-
stone, ill. 010, 530.

Ball, Dr., H. 264, 269.

Ballot, Gladstone's opposition to (1833),

i. 99, 106; his later views (1870-71),

11.367-368; recommended by commit-
tee, 11. 367; government bill (1870),

11. 368-369; results of, it. 370.

Balmoral, Gladstone's visits to, 11. 97-

106; Queen's fondness for, H. 436.

Bangor, bishopric of, i. 260 note i.

Bank Charter Act (1833), iU. 30O.

of England, Gladstone In conflict

with, i. OlS-819, 650-651.

Bankruptcy bill (1883), Hi. 112.

Banks, abolition of private notes of,

desire.1 by Gladstone, H. 850-651.
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to. reg,rtlng Zobelr. 111. im ' "^

whig opp„»i,i„„, fJ^ii;
'«^i»3.; n

-—T.. 1.417.
Barker. Mr., 1. 341, 348.
B«rrow, II. K«; |||.4«7^,,

Bnth, LorJ, 11. 617.
B«thur.t.LoH;.|.142;^,,
Baxter, W. R. II. 463 «»,«.
Beach Sir M. Hick., colonial ««,et.ry

•^endment on budget (1888), 1172^?

m'S "^"'^ regarding Irish bill^287; on Colling,' amendment. IIM8; on ingge,tlon of withdrawal of

"lo^lil''1^^^°'f?*
»''*'• -l'^-

rVii'"^*^^-r-
SkLa«-»,p^;%^^
secretaryship, HI. 374.
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wTh T ',^''«''""''«''' first meeting

rj «; ^^' "^ ''«• trade, I. 265-

tion
1 279; taunts Peel with in^

conslgtency, 1. 286; on Peel's oarfJ
rehitlons I. m- WJg E^gS
«f«»>P of. I. 304-308; motion on

I

5^1

?«i»"PPortjd by Otod.™..
:

f«;av>; "n Cobd.n, 1. aaa; 'i,w

tJflco deb.te, I. SBIKWurp,.?:

ft'cla.l.stio.i Tltlei bill 14,?^i» Derby. oablnetdJi^'*"
«» protection (ISW.TiaS 4]^Ayl-bury .pe«..,„;; , *f^^^
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mnnlcatlon. with QladsUe T880; on Lewi.' budget. 1. 060 561
denounce. China war 1 wi'.
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'"•"OMI quarrel, I. 876°

towa^'T'if""''•'»'»= ««"»d«

^rt s al eged attitude towards. 1.886; letter to Gladstone. I. 886.
converMtlon with Vltzthum 1.'

^^W ^TV^ '» Wllberforce
regarding Gladstone, 1. 691 note-•cheme. of, regarding gove„:ment of India. 1. 892; lo„r„
•cheme. attributed to. 1. 613 01^
poses union of the Principalities
II. 4; Gladstone's renewed con

eff^Vi"''"''"°''°"«"«°»e^enorts for economy, li. 42- on

».? ?i'^'"""""«'"-«: esti-mate of financial statements of.
1. 88; on Danish question, ii. us.:
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pronouncement, ii. 127. on fran^
chl« (1859). ii. 200; t-luntsQ^:
•tone on Oxford speech, 11. a03;
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BwBfliiii>ld, brl of—oMMmwi.
OKfMwfofV— eoiiHiHMd.

m fUform Mil (IflflB), it. aOB;

poiitloB Ib Dtrbj goTtnimaat
(ISH) , li. 311 ; lUtorm bUt of 1IW7,

U. 333-S3B; tblrUMO tMohltloiM,

Ui. 90O no«««; MblMt divMoM
of, III. ITS; propoMla for ImImmI,

U. a«3; bMOBiM pnaitor, il. 944:

OB Iriib church qoMtton, U. !M7

;

OB tho bill, li. ast, aSB and note,

374, 37B. 280; diuolrei, 11. Wi;
resiCM, il. 3B2 ; on Iriah Und bill,

U. 20B ; UnnU Qladatoae on frith

pollcj, li. 39T ; on Fnuico-PruMiMi
qoMtion, il. 339, 33S; on crown
prorogatiro, ii. 304 ; WBtehfulnoM
daring 18T2, il. 300; ipoM-H at

llanehwter, II. 3H); itriko* Im-

porialict not«, ii. .^)1 ; on Alabama
eaaa, ii. 401, 406, 407: Irish Unl-

Tortity question, ii. 43S, 444 ; ac-

tion during miniiterial crisU, II.

447-4M, 41KM»!: Brand'i riew of

position of, II. 406; letter at Bath
•lection, ii. 479; on Oladitone'i

mauifeato, 11. 488; counter mani-
festo, II. 488-489; on the diMoln-
tion (1874), il, 496; letters from,

on bis wife's illness and death,

ii. B46-M7; refuses nlherence to

the Berlin memorftminm, II. M9;
created Earl of Beaconsfleld, li.

5B0; speech at Lord Mayor's feast,

11. 088; at Berlin Congress, il. S7S,

S77; attaclc on Gladstone's east-

ern policy, ii. B79; turn of popu-
lar feeling against, il. HH;
•lection address (1880), li. OOB-

006; reception of defeat (1880),

11.612; Daily Telegraph inspired

by, 11. 622; on mediocrity in

cabinets, ill. 3; apprehensions
on Ireland, ill. 47 ; peers created
by, ii. 429 and note; death of
— tribute from Gladstone, ill.

89.

Deterioration in public life due to,

ill. 47B.

Eminence of, ill. 89.

Estimate of, il. 245; ill. S39:

Gladstone's estimate of, 1. 3S6; Glad-
stone's antipathy to, 1. 429, 432,

430, 436, 006; contrasted with
Oladstoje, ii. 392, 061.

Judaism of, U. 052-W3, BS8; lU.

470-476.

MoTela of, i. 088.

Penetration of, ii. 122, 393; HI. 539.

ParliBBMalary aoarag* «f, I. IM;
debating matbod of, ii. IN; par-

tiamentaiy wit of, iU. 473.

Tatkish syapatkiee of, U. S«a, floa,

B6S.

Otbarwis* mentioDed, i. 494, 4S9, 437,

OM, 631 ; ii, 80 iMXo >, 100, MT, 4iW,

801,620; 111.278,480.

Bsard, C, il. M4.
Beatrie*, Priaeess, ii. 98,

Beaufort, Duke of, on eoalltloo with
PeelitMi, i. 0(13.

B«lford, Duke of, 11. 230; 111. 941.

BMr duty, ii. (01 ; Ui 7, 187, 300.

Bekker, Dr., U. 99.

Belgium:—
Bismarck's thrMt to, U. 880.

Pranco-Pmssiaa tr*aty regarding,

li. 840.

Keutrality of, gaatanteed (1870), II.

341,080.

Sersrance of, from Holland, li. 9.

Benedetti, IL 830-331, 333 not$, 340.

Bennett, W. J. E., 1. 380 note*.

Benson, Archbishop, Ui. 96, 105, 131,

400.

Bentham, Jeremy, i. 83, 144, 106, 200;

U.60.

Bentinck, Lord George, quarrel with

Gladstone, 1. 301-303; proteetionlit

position of, i. 302: Ui. 460; on Irlith

I'lV/erslty bill, 11. 444; otherwise

mentioned, 1. 294, 296, 800, 416, 430,

437 and note.

Berber, Gordon's arrival at, Ui. 1S5;

Gordon shows Khedive's flrraan at,

ill. 100; route by, impoesible for

relieving force, Ui. 163; fall of, ill.

164; reconnaissanee towards, ill.

160; raUway from Snakln to, iU. 178.

Beresford, Lord, required to support

Boman Catholic Relief bill, U. 649.

Major, relations with DisraeH, 1.

369; views on the Peelltes, 1. 418.

Berlin congress (1878), U. 070, 077; Hi.

82.

memorandum (1876), il. 549.

Berlin treaty (1878), il. 575-A76; IU.

82, 022; enforcement of, attempted

(1880), Ui. 8-10.

Bernard, Mountagne, i. 628; il. 401.

Berryer, M., U. 140 and TtoCe, 221

Bessarabia, U. 574 and note*, ST

.

Bessborough, Lord, presides ovei irish

Land (Commission, Ui. 54,06; other-

wise mentioned, ii. 274, 293, 003.

Bethell, Sir R., «ee Westbnry.
Beugnot's OhtUe du Paganitme, Hi-

S87.
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Blnney. T., II. 134.
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BtrmlogtuuB :—
Bright ocUbratioD at, Ul. 111.
OM»tone'» vl.lt to (I877). |1. flTO;

Wad-tone-, .pMch at (1888), lu.
j

Blico«,F., |.80.«4. 80.

oollUlon with. II. 0, ri.e of. ||. n"
by, II. 3W: vlawi on Belgium aod

" JaO; hopaful of peace, 11. 330!

aa«, 389. 33^333. 338 ,Me 1 ; complaint
•K«lo.tEngUnd.ll.331;coXJ«l
totefram Incident, II. 33a-333- ou

h^^i^;^'""''" •»««»•'" regard-
tag Belgium. 11. 310; ag, , ,$

™

u. dtl
, nndemtanding with Rnmla r«-

«!}!2'»«B'^k8ea.ll..«,;|„;::^re^
wlU, Odo RuMell, II. 3Bi}-«S4; e.tl.1mate of RuMian diplomacy. 11. 383note; on Egyptian question. Hi. 79.

'

S'nLTf"''^.*"*^'*'"" "'('»*-'). "I-». GIad.tone'» annoyance with. IH.

4W;' IH ai7
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Blachford. Lorf (Frederick Roeen)
I. 04. flO, 307:11.171-172. ^^^'

Blackburn, Lord, H. .383
Blackheath. Gladgtone'a speech »t

RWlan atrocitlee (1876). H. 0S2.

Black Sea:—
Neutralisation of (I886), I. 880

SL*".^'''"* '" (1*70). «• 349-386,
«Ho, 400.

Blakesley, J. W., 1. 138.
Blanc, Lonis, cited, 11. 79.
Blantyre, Lady, 11. 98.
de Bllgnlferes. Hi. 119.
Blomfleld, Bishop, 1. 161, 178, 274

Captain, 1. 607.
Board of Trade . —

"""oiSDrfm ^""^p"'"*-*^ of

P^iBctlons of, formerly, i. 240 note.
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Boccaccio. I. liT.
Been. Ma undtr Africa. Hmitk

BoohaiB, r. B., I. asB
Boniface Tin . Pop,. H. SW.
Bonn Conference, IH. 422.
Boord, T. W.. II. 490.
Booth, General. H. 830.
Borough Ffanohlso biU (MM), 11. ia».

Bosnia: —

R«volt in. 848. ilflT.

Boisoet. 1. 134, i8». 38,^.383 „
«la«l«tone eomp.r«| with. I. 382^
*»; denounced by de MaUtre, U

Bournemouth. HI. 828
Bouverie, E. P.. |1. 444 110(4.
w«wen. Lady. i. 607.
Bowen, Lord-Justice. H. 469 470
Boycotting, (ee under irelan.l.
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to atUrm. HI. 12 and mtt; to uk.
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Bralla. Sir Peter, i. 618.
Bramwell. Baron. i|. 383. 469
Brancker, T.. 1. 6l-«2.

*"^'i'th^,!^*"'' "•"•we* 'wm, on»onth African situation, IH. 32-34,
j«;^on Transvaal commission,

-— H. B. AV., «e« Hampden.
Brandreth, W. F., 1. in.
Brasseur, M., H. 378.
Brassey, Sir Thomas and Lady lu 217
Braybrooke. Lorti, 1. 223. ^ "

Brazil. Alabama case. 11. 40B 412
Brewster, Sir D., 11. 464
Bright. John : —

Chronoloffy - Gladstone's flm meet-
tag with, 1. 2B7; elected for
Durham, i. 257 note; Lift ofCobden submitted to, 1. 282 note;
on Disraeli's agricultural distress

S!-""', '; ^' P»>">erstons
;*!"»'• « 387; Don Padflco
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Bright, John— Continued.
ChronoloQii - Continued.

Crimev. v ,r, i. 4"i ,„,</ mte*; on
exc) -lion ot .ii^.i;>lte^s 'mm mil-
verr.iieN, i. .10(5; IVtlitc.s it with,
afte resi, iiatioii from .* Lnerstou
cabi ;ft, .\'l!l unit ,i:!: unpopu-
larlt.- >r. i. .>!:!. M«; o.. Crimean
war, I. 540; ii. lAi:, H'^i; view of
the eastern question, i. B47; re-
pulsed at election (1857), i. SM;
return to parliament (1858), i.

674; letter to Gladstone, i. 578;
on Indian governwent, 1. 5!)3; on
the ' moral sense and honest feel-
ing of the House,' i. (iJS, (532; un-
popularity of, in Oxfi.rd, i. (BO;
suggests commercial treaty with
France, ii. 20; on Paper Duties
bill, ii. .34 ;io^', 35; attacks forti-

fications scheme, ii. 47 ; Olad-
itone's protest against being
classed with, ii. 4i»; iii. 182; let-
ter against American war with
England, ii. 75; speech on Ameri-
can civil war, ii. m; Reform bill
of lim. ii. 1!I9, 201; remarks on
death of Cobden, ii. 143; Palmer-
ston's remark on class attacks of,
11. 156; views on Reform bill of
1866, ii. 201 ; advises dissolution,
il. 208; Reform campaign of 1866,
11. 227; disapproved by Gladstone,
11. 223; induced to join Glad-
stone's cabinet (1868), 11. 2.'54

;

president of board of trade, ii. 644 •

on Irish Church bill, Ii. 264; views
on Irish land question, il. 282, 2!)0-

291, 2<)4
; iii. 66 ; on Education bill,

U. 305, .309^310; on civil service
reform, ii. 315: on Belgian neu-
trality guarantee, ii. »t2; on an-
nexation of Alsace and Lorraine,
U. 347; on great thinkers, ii. mi;
resignation (1870), il. :m note,
644, 650; at Hawarden (1871), 11.

381-;)82; succeeds Childers in the
duchy, 11. 46.{ note, on the Green-
wich seat question, ii. 471 ; chan-
cellor of the duchy (1873), ii. (MS

;

at Hawarden (1873), ii. 474; on
Gladstone's retirement, ii. 505;
radical attitude towards, ii. (i30;

chancellor of the duchy (1880), ii.

654; on the Bradlaugh question,
111. 12, 15; on Transvaal affairs,
ill. 35, 3(>, note » ; on suspension of
Habeas Corpus Act in Irelanil, iii.

80; resigns on bombardment of

Alexandria, Hi. 83, SO; explana-
tion in parliament, iii. H5; Bir-
mingham speech cm ' Irish rebels,"
ill. 111-112; on Gladstone's view
of Gordon's mission, iii. 177; at
Spencer banquet, iii. 214; against
home rule, iii. 2!n note, 21*4 ; again
declines to join cabinet, iii. .KW
note; views cm exclusion of Irish
members from Westminster, iii.

307, 336-327: disapproves Ijxnd
bill, iii. 32(>-,327; conversation
with Gladst«ine on Homo Rule and
Liind bills, 111.326; letter to (llad-
stone, iii. ;t27; long demur rcKard-
ing vote on set-ond reading, iii.

329; letter to dis-sentients' meet-
ing, iii.XKi; electioneering against
the bill, iii. :M2.

Co-operation, faculty for, i. 189.
Forster's estimate of, 11. 123.
Gladstone's appreciation of, ii. 417

418,462; iii. H.'",, ;ii!); his apprecial
tion of Gladstone, ii. 177-178. 2.'l;{-

234,505; Gladstone's letters to, ii.

462,478, met; iii. 84, l.'i8.

Granville's estimate of, ii. 28,3.

Influeme of, iii. 336, 3;i6, 342.
Linguistic error of, iii. 476; other-

wise mentioned, 1. 423, 447, (i2»i

note^, 631, Kii; ii. 128, 202, 20,'!

205, 224, 226, 230, 2;«, 260,' iM\
481, 485, 4!>5, 4i»8, 504, 563, 600,
617; iii. 13, 100,288,311.

Brodie, Sir B., i. 300, 4,'55.

Broglie, Due de, ii. 356.
Bronte, Charlotte, 11. 538.
Brooks, Mr., 1. 441.

Brougham, Lord, loses Liverpool elec-
tion, i. 20; Wetherell on, 1. 71 ; esti-
mates of, 1. 75, 117, 133, 149: on
slave^pprenticeship system, 1. I*!;
view of social reform,!' 156; estimate
of Gladstone, 1. 264; on Conspiracy
bill, i. 575; oratory of, 1. 76, 149; ii.

689; otherwise mentioned, 11.28, 181.
Broughton, Lord, i. 264, 288 note.
Brown, Baldwin, 11. 13*.

Browne, Bp. Harold, iii. 95, 96 note.
Browning, Robert, iii. 417.
Bruce, Sir P. W. A., ii. 18 note.

Mrs., ii. 99, 103.

Lady Augusta, 11. 100-103.
Lord Ernest, i. 242.
P., 1. 59 note.

Henry Austin, st-e Aberdare.
J., see Elgin, Earl of.

Brunnow, Baron, on war with Turkey,
1. 479; in disfavour, 1. 486 and note;

gr—
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3sr '*"''"*"'''•''*'">. li. 350-

pose-hen's (1887). Hi. 385
Lewis' (1867). i. 66SM62
tiowe's. il. 373.
Whigs', i. 459.

Bulgaria : —
Atrocities in (1876). li. 548 553 isfl7

Biiller, C, i. 65
^^'

Bnlwer, »*•« Lytton.

Buol, Count, 1. 602
Burgon,J.W.,i.503.506.
Burkb, Sir B., ii. I84

~T.m'' a°tl^f
?"" ""•"*•«*<» by,

Jil. 280 4OT V ,*
estimate of,

of. iii ;j8r„:.,""'".'""»y''' ««imat^

6«%.n
••

^"r*^"" °'' '"• 67 ana note

Bra: f-^-' "'•-«-«

INDEX
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liij- .41

Buxton, Sir T. F 1 inn i^«
Byron, I. 169. '

*' **' *«•

CABIJ»|tTg._

A-guiarttles . e.u«, 0/ Wction i„,

AuU.„rity or, Gladstone's Views on.

Committees
,„. Gladstone's view of.

Consultation n/ «„
cabinet oVe' not nr'*""'""

*°

101 «o(e. '
"'" necessary, ii|.

Divisions in, ill. 173.

'ea«ues^!ri.t417'rif:,r^l
censure of defaulters.' a'

4
1'

*»» changes in. ii. ies
* r

cabinet of i8«o 1, kk,
/""''

no<e
°''

' "^ 1«92. iii. 496

Mediocrity in. iii. 3.
^eelH view of govern

i~iia unity of members of OIoh

cair,i.r^;rcL""''°"''"»«-'^m.-

Cai'r"n:Vi-'"''^'«-7««<««-
1?o'S]:^^;«i"'';;«\c'."«hbii,,i,.

(1«70) a ^ '"' Wsh Und blU

CBmbrldge :—
Biase^ters'

disabilities ., „. 313

Famous sons of, iii. 476.
Gladstone's early visit tn i 11 . .

in 1831,1. 80; V^lM7'"ii-?ii''«t
«.Iicitudere^ardlnI*i,f4^''"-

~.o^,'5r''-"^'«-^.«l'To5.150
Cameron, Mr., 1 7«

'"'7!:^^ ^•^—"or. U. 33. 37.

;iq.iii.^"„o^;-;--^

noJei "*** "' "^binet, ill. 497

Canada :

—

American relations with ii «2 ««
A«emblylnGI.dsto„J?;2pSh''on

>. J60 and note ' '

Cession of, to United States .n.
nested, 11. 401 a«d „„,«»"«"

Commercial relations with OI«ilstone's despatch on, im
Con^itutlon.uspend«,'(i8^;,j^_

.f i



586 INDEX

Canada

—

continued.
Duty on corn from, lowered, i. 256

note.

Ecclesiastical position in, it. 161.

Fishery questions of, adjusted (1871)

,

ii. 40B.

GoTemment of Canada bill (1840), i.

360 and note*.

Bevolt of (1837), Moleswonh's view
of, i. 361 and note'; Gladstone's
opposition to indemnification of
rebels in, 1. 353 note.

Irish constitution to approximate to,

suggestions regarding, ill. 215,

317.

Liberal policy towards, 11. 607.

Cannes (1883), lii. 103-104; (1887), ill.

523; (1898), ili. 520.

Canning, Lady, 1. 139, 149.

Charles John, Earl, offered lord-

ship of the treasury, i. 126 ; In parlia-

ment, i. 137; Russell's disapproval
of, 1. 536; on Peelites' refusal to

join Palmerston, i. 535; death of, ii.

8H; otherwise mentioned, i. 54, 140,

420 and note% 539; ii. 193, 194, 317.

George, views on slavery, 1. 25;
Gladstone's attitude towards, i. 25,

84, 38, 89, 208, 212; call at Eton, 1.

34; attitude towards reform, 1. 69,

70; Peel's reference to, i. 126; Peel
contrasted with, i. 248; age of, on
entering cabinet, i. 261 ; Palmerston
a follower of, i. 367; chancellor and
first lord (1827), ii. 463; wit of, iii.

473 ; Wellington's treatment of (1827)

,

ill. 486 ; Turgot praised by, lii. 491

;

otherwise mentioned, i. 9-10, 20, 21,

298, 372, 419, 420 note*; cited, 11.

394, 577, 589, 595; iii. 125, 46S.

Stratford, see Redcliffe.

Cardwell, Lord, withdraws from Ox-
ford election, i. 328-329; attitude
of, towards liberals (1862), i. 419;
Gladstone's budget submitted to, i.

464; favours dissolution, i. 467; Bus-
sell's disapproval of, i. 536; refuses
to succeed Gladstone, i. 539; Glad-
stone's relations with, i. 551, 552,

669; on Paper Duties bill, ii. 31, 33,

87 ; against economy, ii. 94 ; estimate
of Gladstone's position, ii. 171; the
pope's estimate of, Ii. 218; war sec-
retary (1868), ii. 644; on Irish land
question, ij. 283, 292; on civil service
reform, ii. 315; on suggested Ant-
werp expedition, U. 339; capacity
of, ii. 3S9; army reforms of, U. 369,
626-627; Gladstone's letter to, on

qnalUtcations for war office, U. 649;
unpopularity of, U. 389-390; Glad-
stone's letter to, on quarrelsome
colleagues, ii. 421 ; objeou to reduc-
tion of estimates, ii. 483^84 ; peerage,
11. 497; otherwise mentioned, i. 405
note, 420, 560; ii. 221, 243, 376, 410,

462, 478, 603, 504, 602, 636.

Carey, J., iii. 103.

Carlingford, Lord (Chichester Fortes-

cue), views of, and correspondence
with, on Irish land question (18<ii)-

70), ii. 283, 288, 290-293; electoral

defeat of (1874), ii. 491 ; Irish secre-

tary (1868), ii. 644 ;
president of board

of trade (1870), ii. 614; president of

council (1883), ii. 664; lord privy seal

(1885), ii. 604 ; against home rale, iii.

291 note; otherwise mentioned, ii.

462, 504 ; iii. 60.

Carlisle, Lord, i. 624.

Carlow election (1891), iii. 468.

Carlton club, Gladstone's membership
of, i. 98; Gladstone insulted at, i.

441; Gladstone withdraws from, ii.

29.

Carlyle, Thomas, on Gladstone's first

book, 1. 176 note ; Gladstone contrast-

ed with, i. 195 ; Gladstone attracted

by, 1. 219; estimate of Gladstone, ii.

229-230; supports Gladstone on the

Bulgarian question, ii. 659; death of,

iii. 98; Gladstone's estimate of, iii.

98-99, 426 ; otherwise mentioned, i.

329; ii. 634, 682.

Carnarvon, 2nd Earl of, i. 76.

4th Earl of, suggests Gladstone
for Ionian Islands, i. 594; on Irish

Church bill, 11. 282 note », 268, 271

;

resigns, ii. 874 tiote » ; on Transvaal
annexation, lii. 25 ; address to House
of Lords on Irish policy, iii. 211, S.'i'.t;

interview with Pamell, ill. 228-2.'!!

;

anxieties of, regarding National

League, iii. 278; resigns, iii. 279, 280;

otherwise mentioned, iii. 284, 287.

Carteret, i. 367 ; ii. 428, 512 note.

Castelcicala, 1. 398, 399 note i, 400.

Catholic emancipation, tee Roman cath-

olic.

Cavagnari, iii. 151.

Cavendish, i. 380 note '.

Lord F., Gladstone's appreciation

of, ii. 462; appointed lord of the

treasury, il. 463 note; appointed

Irish secretary, ii. 654; iii. 66; mur-

dered, i. 67, 391 no(e>; Gladstone's

tribute to, i. 69; otherwise men-

tioned, ii. 195, 212, 446, 663.

wMm



INDEX

C«TendIgh,LadyF.,lH.e9 70-— Lord Richard, li. 232

Interview with nsao) t Kt« - .

^g.andadiffle^lJ^:„^TdUtt
with Napoleon ,,... h. 7. resigns, li.
8, Manzoni's estimate of, a. n . all

H 17'";" '"^ '"^•'' "• "; death of
1. Hand note*; prediction of, regaHtog Prussia, ii. 114. 1,5; „Uiem^

'

mentioned. 1. 390. 401. 40* 480 ii^

S;iS:-'""''^*«'"""'"'y
Archbishop of, i. 603-«H; ii. 532CondiUon of (I868). i. 59<MiO^;^
^"'PfJ? (!»*«). i- eoo, 603; Glad

ChailllVr * I^T"* ''" '• 620 note'.Chaill^Ung. Colonel C. cited, iii. im
Challemel-Laconr,

iii log

1. 59 lOJMlO, 170-171; views onchurch establishment,
i. w^„T.

otherwise mentioned, i. 137. m
ti»'-J, il. 308; supports the resolu.t ons on Turkey, ii. aW; with Glad

n? «""-« o" Ca«ii„;i Newmt
il. 570 note

; president of board oftrade (1880),,. 240 „o<e;ii.^l5^'
popularity of. with radicals, lii^:on Transvaal annexation, iii. 2»-29'
abstams from voting in TranlVaal

speeches of. ,ii. 49; on suspension ofHabeas Corpus Act In Ireland, iii 50 •

communications with Pamell iii; 64
•'

GTadst^n^'"'''^"'*'"''P"'««'-^.'Gladstone's correspondence with theQueen regard'ng, iii. lOO-lOlY views

iTj« ".?/»', ''P*^'''' '"' "'bin t mil!

If ni rim"*'" '^'••P'°«™«'°«
01^ ill. 173-174; on Crimes Act. iii.»S«, suggests central board of localgovernment for Ireland, iii. m-oV.^esland purchase for Ireland, ?it194-195; resigns. HI. 195 ; on consem-
tive repudiation of Lord SpeSpolhj iii 214-215; View o^Glad

^stone's conversation with, ill^!B8 and note,-. Gladstone's attL^de towards (Sept. '88), Hi. 222; anMgonlsm to Hartlngton. ill. 233 2!«
opposes home rule, lU. 233 '234'

587

- 'f i

I

former nationalist leaning, of. iij.
233; RuMian and Austrian swechof June 17th. iii. zxi-zn; viK
Hawarden. iii. 247; liberal Ce'^
tributed to. iii. 219; „„ Z>Z^^»
at the elections. HI. 251; Zt^
policy of. iH. aio, 288; adVisTs W?
jng Parnell to Conservative J ,. ^7Parnell's attitude towartg, IH. ^l'.alleged desire for Irish ««..~,.l„f,

'

^.29i;j...„,ehe''ctbi^rr:^
^. local government board. iU.^ not^: obje<-tions to proiwsed
Hom4«"'«Wll.l,i.302;reSr^

^l^r-Tli' '-^"ation^liws.

"iii iH^i^ ^'' opposed to Land
inrJ ?^' '""«"'>« of dissentientsm Committee, iii. 3.sm;i37; no terror
for. In dissolution. Hi.

'^.""^
stones comments on. to Acto^H
•»•'. *7; Gladstone's comments on
position of. iii. 366; at wund tableconference, iii. 364 note, 367; arMclein fiap,,,,. iii. 3,57 „„^ „„,,i;"g,;j*
up conference, iii. ;««; Gladstone's
conversation with (Ap.''87). nf^,'
Sn fi?""^

'eply to. on HomeSbill (May -93). Hi. 43,,^ "^^^
stone's letters to. iii <¥> iti „,i
^se mentioned. iH.it-a*^-;?^';

Chancery commission, Ii. 650
Chandos, Lord, I. 628, 630.
«.^nantrey. Sir F., i. 112

'''of1i''.i^9S*'''^'-''^*''.P''»'lication

Charities and income-tax, ||. 65-66
Charity, sums spent In, iii. 419^WCharles i., Ki;.g, Hi. 480-481
Chartism, I. 276, 358

""3^2ni.Y7^'
'• ^ -" -'«^ ^.

ChiMe™^H.C.E. on estimates (1865).ii. 140; on civil service reform, i

ment ii ^r,**'''!^'^^''*""'"'"'«'«-
^ Si^ L ' '«""""•"'» of (1873),
II. 463 note; on the Greenwich seat
question, ii. 472 ,«,<«; suggested ?orwar office. H. 625, 627; flTlo^oJ

y»'I), H. 645; chancellor of thaduchy (1872), „. 645; retires a87t)!
i'- «a war secretary (I88O). i|. 654.
Colley's acknowlrtgnent, to, iirai

M

i-4
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Chlldem

—

continued.
note

; efficiency of, in Egyptian cam-
paign (1882), iii. 83 note; chancellor
of exchequer (1882), iii. 99, 654 ; home
rule views of, iii. 235, 291 note ; home
•ecretary (1886), iii. 298 note^, 297
note; otherwise mentioned, ii. 339,
370 note 1,376; iii. 187.

Chillingworth, i. 220.

Chiltem Hundreds, i. 288 note.

China:—
Opium question (1840), i. 225-226;

Gladstone's attitude towards, i.

226-227, 22l<, 1'39, 242, 244.
Tai-ping rising in, suppressed by

Gordon, iii. 149 note ».

Warwith (1857), i. 863-564; (1859-60),
ii. 18 and note, 30, 38.

China, collection of, ii. 213, 623 and note.
Chios, Archbishop of, ii. 532.

Christianity, Acton on, iii. 360-361.
Christopher, R A., i. 536.

Church, Dean, Oxford Movement by, 1.

163 notei, 1H8 note a
; position of, at

Oxford (1847), 1. 334-333 ; estimate of
Gladstone, ii. 155, 177 ; appointed to
St. Paul's by Gladstone, ii. 433 ; other-
wise mentioned, ii. 430, 560; iii. 69-
70, 96, 97.

Church and State (Coleridge), 1. 167.
Church Principles, i. 181, 182, 224.
Churches :—

Anglican—
Antagonism of, to liberal party,

11. 307.

Catholic revival in, nature of, i.

159.

Clerical calling, Gladstone's lean-
ings to, i. 81-82, 323-324, 382,
383, 635-641.

Condition of (1831-1840), i. 163.

Convocation, revival of, U. 162-
163.

Crisis in (1882), iii. 97.

Disestablishment — Gladstone's
speech against (1873), ii. 457-
488 and note ; his attitude
towards (1874), ii. 501-502, iii.

840; his views on (1891), iii.

471; Chamberlain's view of,
iii. 225.

Evangelical party in, social re-
forms effected by, i. 156, 163;
Gladstone brought up in, i.

189, 20^; Tractarians in alli-

ance with, 1. 167 ; anti-slavery
work of, 1. 200 note.

Gladstone's position regarding,
iU. 641-843.

Gorham case, 1. 316, 378-381, 632.
Guizot's views on, ii. 838.

Ireland, in, «ee under Ireland.
Manning's views on outlook for

(1846), i. 326.

Orders in, ill. 821.

Palmer's book on, i. 162, 167, 168
note'^.

Poetry in, iii. 484.

Prefermenu in, Gladstone's case
with, ii. 430-133.

Kates, abolition of, ii. 161.

Ritualism in, ii. 501, 614.

Boman vergus, Gladstone's views
on, i. 317-318, 321.

State and— Gladstone's views on,
(1846), i. 3^4-326

; (1857), 1. 570

;

(1866), ii. 159-16;}; growth of
ideas on, i. 183-183; views
modified by Lady Hewley case,
i. 322; supremacy question, 1.

381; Gladstone's view of con-
cessions, ii. 159; conversation
at Biarritz, iii. 470-471.

Stote in its Relation with the
Church, The (1838), 1. 172, 176.

Welsh disestablishment question,

Chamberlain's article on, iii.

367 and note'; difficulty of,

iii. 471; advance of (1892-941,

iii. 496.

Distinction of, from state, in general
view, 1. 155.

Gladstone's interest in, 1. 162; ii.507.

Nature of, Gladstone's ideas regard-
ing, i. 87-88, 157-169.

Boman: —
Anglican vernit, Gladstone's

views on, i. .S17-318, 321.

Infallibility dogma of, 11. 378,
511-612, 615, 516, 620.

Jansenists in, i. 328.

Jesuits of, ii. 616.

Neapolitan tyranny connected
with, 1. 397.

Old Catholic dissenters from, Ii.

611, 613.

Papal ajrgression question (1851),

1. 408 ; views on, i. 406-410, 414,

415 and note.

Pamell leadership denounced by,

iii. 448-449.

Proselytising of, il. 188, 514.

Religion spoiling morality in, ii.

186.

Secession to, by Newman, i. .117

;

by Miss Helen Gladstone, 1.

318 ; by Hope and Manning, i.

386-387 ; second great tide of.
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oi» iii. 414 Vatican decreJ
Jn relation to. H.ao8,8j?^^

«w oii^ij. basis 0/ ultra-montanism. H. 518.
V««can decrees (1870), ii. 802
Jl'/'t'''»/elat/ontotS

Sco«lsh.^est.blishn,«nt
questloM,,.

^'"!=*''"-I*dy.ii.a6,102,104—
- Lord Bandolph, party of. iii 2 80

on?Hrr° '"^«S H^i:^:

•soiusi tne old gtate' iii qnA on.
on Irish affairs, 11^/3 ^^^^'

=

tojjr prospects after the defe^'T
289; on Gladstone's chances oTformtag a government (18«6) Hi U I

^335; chancellor of exchequer
362 resignation. Hi. aa aSfi-'

Iris*. ™i \ '
°" '""Prisonment ofiMsh members, iii. 426 • nn ni j

stone's reply to Ba foS^iii°S,.f
'^-

'

Chnrton. E., i. m ' *•'•

Clanricarde, Captain, 1. 608.
(./lareraont, i. 242 243

^^^"i""' ^' ot, addresses House of

budget 1^-Jr"''''"'' «'''''''t°°e'''

p-e:iU^m^'r.Ttr^^
efforts for peace, i 487- ak!Li

'

titude twardsecumenical council7"*"'."2; satisfies Aberdeen, i a^"condemns Peelites' resignation i S^'
onGaHbaldi'sdepartufe!ii.'ixi

for'eign secretary (I865), ii. iss ^te- fhJPo^s estimate of. «.2,8Tir^^t"222, foreign secretary (1868), H

589

^. W4; on civil service reform II315; foreign policy „f, h a"!'"'^':correspondence on redact on „/
'

mament8.li.3''i-.322 ,j7ii ' "•
ii »? -li! J f

•*' ^'"^uwocase

e44^'l.T; "^"f'''
"' <'«70), 11.

^'

216, 387, 520 ' '*^ ""'«•

Clarke, Mr., I. m.

Clifford. W. K., ii. .-524.

l^losiire, ««» ««rfer ParilamentC ough, Arthur H.,i325
C owes, Mr., ii. 552.
C umber, i. as. 121 ; a, 144
Clyde. Lord, ii. 339.

r^iZ.
'^*'"''«' harmony in, i 40;.Cnmean war's effect onf1.^:1?^;

Co"btt?.'mTii°"2^''^-
Cobden, Richard —

C/..o„<,/o^, -^
advocacy

-'oniaigovtnt'n^T^rL^n

s^rrT^'-. --Z'
- ^-

of 1 -M? lua '^' ""popularity
o'l >• 04J, 548, (iJO: view of thL

ernment,
1. 62C, visit to Ha^I

Uanish que.stion, ii. 113 i,Q.death of, -i. 143
"''' ^*''>

Co-operation, f.-u-ulty .or. 1 m
IWsraeli on, i. .352.

Forster's estimate of, ii. 123

f»l. SB, 29b note: ii. 143 o,,.'
Glads one's .onlidence in, i

'5^ '

Graham', stimate of, '. 296

'M'l

r'
'

ii-

(!. .„
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Ciobden, Richard— con(fnu«d.
Lift of, cited, 282 and note, 291

nottK
OriglnaUty of, 11. 89, 122 ; 111. S38.
Palmeratun's view of, i. 307.
Staiitey's estimate of, 1. 230.
(Vherwiue njentioned, i. 232, 244,

278, 423, 447 ; il. 13, 23, 37, 88, 120,
1S6, 180; iU. 431.

Club:—
Chamberlain's gpeech at dlaner of

(1883), ill. 112-113.

Gladstone's eulogy of Cobden at din-
ner of (1886), 11. 2ia

Cockbnm, Chief Justice, il. 384, 396, 412.
Coeri'lon, »ee under Ireland.
Colborne, Capt., 1. 228.

Cole, Mr., i. 59 note, 138.

Colenso, BUhop, i. 31(i; il. 1H8-189, 313.
CoieridRe, 8. T., i. 159, 167, 176 note.

I/ord Chief Justice, recommends
Northcote to Gladstone, 1. 333 nofel;
uneasy regarding GUdstone's views,
i. 628; introduces bill for removing
tesU, 11. 313; mjule lord chief justice,
11. 463 (io<e, 470; on the Greenwich
•eat question, 11.469 and rtoie; Time*
libel action tried before, iii. 394.

Colley, Sir George, ill. 31 and noUK
34-38, 42.

Collier, Jeremy, cited. Hi. 467.
Sir Robert, il. 383-386.

Collings, Jesje, Iii. 288.

ColUns, 1. 169.

Colonial Society, il. 401 Jtote*.

Colonies :
—

Church in, 11. 168-169.

Disraeli's views on, 1. 361; 11. 606;
speech on (1872), li. 391.

Gladstone's views on, 1. 3S&-361, 363-
364,618.

Home rule (Irish), attitude towards,
Ui. 323.

MillUty expenditure for, 1. 362 and
note^; reduction of troops in
(1870), li. 360 and note, 374.

Protection adopted by, against E!ng-
land, ii. 132.

Combes, M., 111. 113 note.
'Commercial treaties— French, 11. 20-21,

46; various (1866), 11. 200.
ompanies, Gladstone's bill for regula-
tion of, i. 268.

Concert of Europe, Gladstone's view of,
li. 860, 864, 573, 676; Ui. 80, 82.

Cond^, cited, 1. 188.

C<mgo debate (1883), ill. 110.

'Conservative,' adoption of name of, 1.

Conserratlve party :—
Changes in (1870-1885), UI. 177.
Church the rallying point of, 1. 184.
Closure by guillotine Introdneed by,

ill. ;»77.
'

Coercion— repuduited by, ijl. 212-214,
267 ; revival of, a last reeurt for!
ill. 278-279, 286; propoMd by, lil.

287
;

Salisbury's ' twenty years

'

proposal, Iii. 317.

Electoral losses of (1886-1890), iii.

427.

Factions in, 1. 143.

Fourth party among, ill. 2, 89
108 note.

Franchise extension not inimical
to, ill. 129.

Gladstone's early connection witli,

1. 245 note ; his views on (1885).
Hi. 221.

Ireland, traditional policy towards
Hi. 242-243.

Irish alliance with. Hi. 188-lf©
200, 203, 258, 200, 26»-271, Zn]
276, 284.

Liberal aid to, on Important
measures. Hi. 267-238; liberal
seceders' union with, ill. 360.

Nationalist support of, at general
election (1885), iU. 244-348.

O'Connell, attitude towards. 1. l^o
138.

I/>rd Spencer's policy, and, IU. 262.
Tory democracy, iH. 173, 201, 240-

241.

Whig seceders' fusion with, i. 139.
'otsistency, Gladstone's view of. 1

211-212.

Conspiracy to Murder bill, 1. 874-676.
Con8ta>.tinople :—

Meeting of the Powers at (1870), 11.

869.

Patriarch of, 11. 632.

Convocation, revival of, U. 162-163.
Conway, General, IU. 181.

Copyright, Gladstone's views on, 11. 69.
541.

Cordite vote. 111. 177 and note.
Corfu:—

British retention of, advised, 1. 601,
619-620.

Gladstone's arrival at, 1. 602 ; house
at, 1. 613.

Petition drawn up by, 1. 618.
University at, 1. 606.

Com Laws:—
Gladstone's support of, 1. 106, 114,

231-232, 249; modification of

lews, 1. 2RJ-2B4, 380-262, 264.



6ni4«n'.def.nc«of,i.ii4
"•peal of— Pmp. «1ii

^«' .id to torJrM: ^^i:

Con«.p„ndencta the Octagon, u.flae.

Corrie, MeMn., I. 9.

Corrupt Practices bill fi«^j . „, ,
'W'e'; ill. 110

^*'»J). 1. 97 and
Court go«lp. Giad.tone'a view of, ii

as£rBu^.s---.

Cowley, Lord, 11. 28

^^'. Lord, 111. 65, 324, 362.
^ini.m^(Urd

Mount.Ten,p,e),
,.

Cralk, Sir Henry, cited H ino -

C^uborne r.^;;i^. 1^-^^^^^^^
Cranmer. Arebblshop, m. 46,2^,
Craven, Mrs., i. 320, M3 ^^•
l-rawford, R. w., 11. 207 210 *ia
Creighton. Bishop, ii.li,.'**"'

233-

Course of, 1. 49*-495. IwJiM^
End of, I. aso.^^^

^^*-
Gladstone's view ot. i 484 am k,a

»*«.652-6M,. GhldSSS
with 'starving,' 1.629. ^

Ignorance of facts of. amonir politi.Clans, i. 847. ^ *""""

Uosions of, ii. 4
Income-tax renewal necessitated by,

Klnglake's book on, i. 48(M81 and

Napoleon m. strengthened by, U. 4Newcastle and Herhorf 1,

^ against, l.66i^"'"*'*' ""^nfe.

Objects of, 1. us.
Origin o*, i. 478.

'

Popnlar British opinion on, 1. 480^90
Responsibilities for, 1. 481

^^^^
Turkish position after 11 6M

Croke,Dr.,iU.449. ""'"•*«•

gom-eU, .1.287. 566; «,. 480.

Critical wave against, 11. 425-42B

IKOEZ
591

^'X"'" "'• O'-wJitone chawtdwith resortlnjf to. 11 38t,'wr^

Cumberland, Duke of, i. J27 141 oro
Currie, Sir Donald, ill Ifl 817

'
'

Customs, articles lable ti. ,„ „ ^
^

years. Ii. 25 and 'o/e''"'"'*''""
Cyprus:—

British acquisition of. 11. 607Conve„^,„ r.,.r,in,. i, „,, ^,.

Seizure of, projected, 11. 57a

Dalkeith. Lord, il!^ «,'!.'•
*«'«««•

^ meny ii. 888, eOMilO; ili. 239 491Palrymple, Mr., Hi. 248
' ^*

Dante :—
Gl^tone's appreciation of, 1. 202
^J^e., 218. 223; ill. -42^;

!

Scmazzini on, 111. 387.
^rbishire, Mr., 11. 136.
^rfur iii.l46.l49„o<e, j„Dam, 11. 321-322.
^rwin, ii. 8»t-537, 862
^vidson. Bishop, 1. 498 no<ei.
^vis, Jefferson, ii. 72 7aj»i
De Retz, ill. 255.

' ^^•
PeTabley, Lord, 11. 193.
December, Important events In a\^

stone's life in, ii. 256
***"

Delane, Mr., i. 153, 624; ii. 270 439 mqDemerara, 1. 22-24; 234.
'

'
^'

Democracy

:

Falr^
p^y a natural tendency of.

Gladstone's feeling for, ii 77. ,„
123. 125. 133, 2of. 6,0:611 J,: ^':

^f »*^,^o'*'""" besetting vice

«»; «i. 173; hi. mould ng of

Mazrini's work for, iU. 478
Oxford in relation to. 11.

35"

Spendthrift tendency of, ill! 637

.0

I""
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Deniion, Biihnp Edward, eenMN of
Hampden opptHiod by, I. 101.

Archdeacon, Qorham cane, 1. 38b
Mte*; withdraws lupport from
Oladitone, i. 401 ; couUeniuatluu uf,
for bereiy, 1. 007; otberwiie meU'
tloned, I 'I, 71, 71), iW note.

J. E. (8i«aker), li. 198.

Denmark :
—

Olai stonvj's o'uiM to (1883), IH. 110-
117 'l«'l), 111. 817; tribute from.
Hi. hSl.

SchleiiwiK-HoUtein question, «e« (Aa(
title.

Deputations, 1. 206.

Derby, 14th Earl of, abolition, proposals
of, I. 102, 100; advocates reform, 1.

143; joins conservatives, 1. 144;
Brougham's estimate of, 1. 149;
resigns on Irish church question, 1.

104; Peel's annoyance with, 1. 234;
on tariff que.stion, 1. 363; Gladstone's
relations with, 1. 280; attitude to-
wards repeal, i. 283 : rehigns, 1. 283

;

on Peel's euloglum of Cobden, i. 291-
292; New Zealand question, i. 298;
on quarrel between Gladstone and
Bentlnck, 1. 301-302; Graham's atti-
tude towards, 1. 368; invites Glad-
stone to enter the government, 1. 3!t3,

406; Gladstone declines, 1. 407 ; views
on papal aggression question, 1. 406;
reply to Lord Howlek in sugarduties'
debate, i. 644; cabinet of three men
and a half (1802), 1. 416; supported
by the i' elites, i.424, 4'.'8; attitude
towards free trade, 1. 425, 429; Ox-
ford commission, i. 500; gratitude to
Gladstone, 1.434; resigns "on budget
defeat, i. 441 ; views on Gladstone's
budget, 1. 472; attempts to form a
ministry (1800), 1. 525-026; fails, i.

027, 028 ; communications with Glad-
stone, 1. 551-552, 554, 558, 061 ; rela-
tions with Disraeli, 1. 555, 061;
recommends union with Disraeli and
Peelltes, 1. 362; vote of censure on
Palmerston (1807), 11. 269; forms
•econd administration (1808), 1. 076;
financial policy of, ii. dXi; letter to
Gladstone, 1. 077; Bright's views on
position of, 1.079; Reform bill (1809),
1. 621 ; 11. 199; defeat and dissolution,
i. 622; ii. 260; Gladstone in sym-
pathy with, 1. 631 ; Gladstone's esti-
mate of, 11. Id3; forms a government
(1866), 11. 211; on Irish railways
eommisslon, 11. 243 note; on Irish
Church bUl, 11. 268, 278 ; peers created

by, 11. 420; otherwise mentioned, 1.

177, 432, 437 aiul note, 029, OJW, 036,
641; ii. 106 note^, 233, 603; ill. 289
note, 460.

Derby, 10th Earl of, on Reform bill

(1866). li. 202; on Ireland, 11. 242;
on Luxemburg guarantee, 11. 320,
307 anil note; declines to serve on
Alabama commissiun, 11, 400; sub-
scribes to Mill memorial, ii. 04.1;

views on eastern question, li. 501,
087, 072 : resigns, 11. 074 note > ; de-
clines ottii-e with Gladstone, 11. Utiit;

colonial secretary (1882), 11. 604;
London convention with Transvaal
(1884), Hi. 40 and note; det^lines to
join Gladstone's government (1882),
Hi. 99; joins as colonial secretar}-,
ill. 100; Gladstone's letter to, on
Ireland, ill. 210; declares agalust
Home Kulo, ill. 291 note, 294; other-
wise mentioned, 1. 103, 1,^{, 134, 139,

177, 227, 239, 248, 296, 393, 420; li.

499; HI. 268, 270.

Devon, Lord, 1. 343-344.

Devonshire, Duke of, H. 243 note ; HI.

69, 166, 171.

Dickson, Colonel, li. 070.
Dllke, Sir Charles, supports the resolu-

tions on Turkey, li. 5<i4; declines to
join Gladstone's government except
with Chamberlain, li. 630; president
of local government board, 11. ftM;
claim of, to cabinet position. Hi. <»ii;

appointed to local government boani,
HI. 100; conferences on Franclii.se

bill, Hi. 138; agrees to send Gonton
to Soudan, Hi. 150; on Crimes Act,
HI. 192; opposes land purchase for
Ireland, Hi. 194-195; resigns, ill. 195;
speech on Irish policy, HI. 264; for
home rule, HI. 2<.)1 note.

Dillon, J., Hi. 448, 400.

DlUwyn, L.,n. 141.

Dtagwall, Gladstone presented with
freedom of, 1. 476.

Disestablishment, see under Churches.
Disraeli, B., see Beaconsfleld.

Mrs., 11. 195, 196, 646-347.
Dissenters :

—

Affirmation bill opposed by, HI. 20.

Dlsestoblishment speech by Glad-
stone, effect of, H. 407-408.

Edncational views of (1843 and 1847),

U. 302 ; (1870) 11. 303-305 ; estrange-
ment of, by Education Act of

1870, 11. 307, 388 ; opposition to the
Act, ii. 308.

Election of 1874, action la, ii. 493.
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®'^,?«'« »Utlon» with (18«M) II

Unlvemlty exdugion of. | aoa-jmi.

WMenteW CliapeU bill. | 2UN ^•^n mi

French law on, i. 867 «o/«.

GW,U,ne'.Wew.on.l.a6W»7aa„d

WIl (1857). 1. nfi!M73.

visit (1874) ii ri"l«,. ' •'»'«'

^«>«/o7^Ll!!,t:» ^jf!trcompared with. II oAs nL ,'

. ,"

•g«M,ment w h, IH ^i? ' ^T.'
ill 491. fii J ! ^'' oeath of.

42^; S''""' •*"'"«'« "'.ill.

DoUig Hill, Hi. 38B, 817
Don Paciflco debate I .^w-iri j

Dongola, Hi. 144, jfi.,

Donnachaidh tlan. 1. le
l>>UKla8, Sir C. i. 419
Dobrnd»eha,H. 674 no'<e»

«f' fr*""!"'
"' Eton, I. 34. 37, 42-13

.

Gladstone 8 friendship witM ^:
otherwise mentioned. I. 32 ,J<, mi
«o<.. 73, 111, ,33, 581 Ii. i^

"' "*

DwKonetti, the Marquis, 11. 12.

'

Drayton, 1. i,?2.W, Mrs. (Mary Gladstone), Gladstone's letter to Ii 47{. .^ .

Gladstone to'^'MldSiatTZ"

didaT„«1f!f,r'°»
*^"^'''-" e^nl

280 o!!;i ;
^"'' .•'"«f««e'nent of, HI.

Duff. Grant, Hi. 28 no<«. a

Dufferin I^rd. urges Turkish Interven-
Itlon m Egypt. Hi. 80; advises atan-donment of Kordofan and Crfu, ii°

'

146;^mentloned,li.64,212,2W,ei;:

Dngdale, W. 8., I. ISO.
Duncan. Mr., i|, 27 no*/..
Dundonald, Lord, HI. 180 note.

688

' pnn/erailta., Lori (Speaker) I im
punkelHn, LoH, U.-jm

'' ^^
Duurobin, I. 47d.
Dup«nloup. Btahop. II. 832.
Durham Lord. 1. 144, 178.
Dyke, Sir W. Hart. ill. 279.

voi. Ill— 2<i

EAnunt, gcTioN. «« Turkey.-— ftrnmelia, il. 87«
**«lttke. Sir C, II. 180.
Acce Homo, 11. lWJ-107 172 173 «•«

=Turbtr4K!i"'r
effect of Act on whim, i aaa '.

"I 0871), 11. 817. * **^' "l*^
Economy :

Churc'liUr. efforts for. Hi. 368.
Direct taxation conducive to. ii. 62Gladstone's efforts for. II. li-ij «CI. (13-65. 482-484 4i»t. uT',^'

Edinburgh, Gladstone's early visit t«
^10; reception In (June '*;) ifa^.'

-—Duke of, 11.378, 488.
ediHburgh Review, Gladstone's anony-raous article In, 11. 345.

^
iwuoation, primary • —
^^6^."°"' ^"*"'°» " H,w.rten,

Condition of. In ]869. H. 302 note

Differences regarding, In libewUparty, II. 498.
" "oerai

Dissenters' views on (1843 and 1847)
»• 302; (1870). H. Sft't.^"^^
trangement by Act of 1870, H m-opposition to the Act, 11. 3(^ '

"0888^1^7^2^^ '^'"""'•^"•^

Peel's bill (1843). H. 299 no»e.
State aid for. Gladstone's views on

'•I«; 11.298-300.310.311
"

secondary :

I

Sdwards. Jonathan, Hi. 477
Egerton. Sir P., i. 89 note.

'

~~ 11. 146-147 and note.
Egypt:—

^Z,f'*tT.''?«"^ »»<» Pencil

f»jl
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Vnrpt— eonMMiMtf.
Anglo-French control io, III. T4, 78,

118; propoMt of Anglo-FroiMli
OGcup«tk>D, I. 76-n.

AaaexatloD Mm onfaToimblv
Tlewed la EafUnd, Hi. llBi

Army, revolt of, 111. 73, 78, 83.
Britlib rMpoMlbllltlM In, II. 031 : HI.

140.

ConforeDM of Connantlnople, 111. 81.
Viiiaiiclal pocltlon of, HI. 73, 76, 130-

lU, 170, 103, 1(17; London conTen-
tion, ill. 122.

Gladitone'i profnostlcatlon rMaid-
Int. ill. 73.

^
Northbrook'a miaaion to, Hi. 131.
Baformi in, poMlbla only by aTacua-

tlon of Soudan, ill. 148.

Soudan, Me that title.

Soatbam frontier of, detamined
(188ff), ill. 180.

8nas Canal ; -
Construction of, I. BBH-esa.
France, attemptwl affreement

with, regarding. Hi. 122.
Protection of (1882), IH. 80, 82, 83.

Tel-el-Keblr, iii. N3, 120 note.
Withdrawal from, diiHcultiea of, ill.

130; Saliibury'a policy regarding,
iH. 499.

d'Eichthal, OuRtave, U. BS8.
Kkbo, Lord, H. 19 note a.

Elections, general— (1888) IH. 240-285:
(1886) iii. 348-3W; (1892) IH. 492,
49*

;
dates of Gladstone's, II. 608.

Bgln, Lord (J. Bruce), i. M, 09 nott:
H. 18, im, ««.

Eliot, Lord, 1. 236.

Elizabeth, Queen, Ui. 480.
Ellenborough, Lord, 1. 828, 883, 641.
Ellice, E., 1. 222, 237, 467, 493; H. 194
Elliot, Arthur, iU. 288.
Elwin, W.,i. 863, 868.

Emancipation, are Slave-holding.
Emerson, B. W., I. 176-177 note, 220;

ii. 468.

Employers' Liability bill (1893), ill. flo*.
Endowed Schools bill (1869), 11. 312
Epirns, ii. 876.

ErriDgton, W. V., HI. 63.
Eaher, Viscount, cited, ii. 634 note.
Essays and Reviews, 1. 316; H. 16»-164,

431.

Estcourt, T. G. B., i. 328.
Estimates («ee alto Ezpenditore), (1883

and 1860), ii. 24; (1874-78) H.
878 note^, 483; (1892), Hi. 807-809.

ton, Gladstone's career at, i. 26-44-
examines at (1840), i. 229.

I

Kton Miicettany, 1. 34, 37-J«.
Bngtnte, Kmpraaa, ii. 488.
Evarta, W. M., H. IMH.

Eversley, Viscount (spssker), I. 386.
Bwelma appointaant, ii. 38».aa7; UI.

Eseheqner and Andlt Aet (1866), Ii. 61.
Expenditure: —

Annual amount of (1880^ and 1878),
II. 374.

Army and Navy, on (1867-ail), 11. 81.
Excess In .OUdstone's efforts against.

II. 43-48. K\, fll, «KM».
Policy of (l«S3-«>), 1. 47.-1.

Spirit of, Gladstone's protest against
II. 80, 62.

Export trade, growth of (1880-66), II.

66-67.

Factory i.aai8T.ATioir, I. 106.
Fagnet, cited, 11. 804.

Farlni, 1.402-404; H. 8.

Farqnhar, Sir W., i. 183, 478; U. 16B.
Farr, W. W., 1. 39.

Farrer, Lord, 1. 333 note >.

Fasque, family portraits at, 1. 9; chnrch
at, I. 11 notei; purchase of, I, 107;
Helen Gladstone buried at, 11. HM;
T. Gladstone's golden wedding atl
Hi. 219; Gladstone's visit to (18C1)
HI. 462.

y i<

Favre, Jules, U. 886.

Fawcett, H., ii. 302, 444 note, 455,
4<i3 note.

Fechter, C. A., ii. 189 and note, 190.
F^nelon, i. 184, 318.

Fenians :
—

Papal rescript, attitude towards, iii.

384.

Pamell's alleged conversation with a
spy regarding, 111. 404-408.

Plou by (1867), 11. 241-243.
Temperof (1887), iH.373.

Ferdinand, King, I. 392, 387, 401.
Ferguaon, Dr., H. 27.

Field, Cyras, H. 71, 488.
Fielden, J., 1. lu.
Finance (see alto Budgets, Expenditure,

National Debt, Taxation) :—
Egyptian, iii. 170, 192, 197.

Gladstone's masterly statements on,
11. 893; 111. 7 ; his principles of, U.
26, 86-4il, 63, 68.

Home Rale bill provisions regarding,
see under Ireland.

Pitt's, U. 627-638.

Popular interest in, i. 488.
Finance blU, 11. 39-40.
Knlay, O., 1, 605, 610 noU, 614.



Wttfamld. L..rd, I. jao.WuiMt rJo.. Lord K.. H.m not,
£ tiroy, Lord C, |. 4lt». iriM
''«wlIII.„.L„^.lll!3u"3^''-

l[oIleU,8lrW.W.,|.3-Ja

aif"''''''^ •««««««• Of. H.

policy : —

SchooU, bill of 1 ^x^'u^"^^

^»rUh university d;uie^'
w», Irish secretary (1««0) li «an«M

:

radical attitu,l7toS"' ^:
.lowsCoerc.|onActtol.S

,«SS

^r^{:£:^-ii'i^-.i£^
e7v^p:^etvv"i^£T^
bill of ill aa n«w '. ' <^««lon

at Hawarden, iif at. m iT^ .'

letters to, Hi Mm ' ^'^'•tone**

Forte«cue,C.,MeC«rlingfo,d.

Fortunate, 1. 388.
F"nW,A.,li.5s^,221

!!:'" HH;«1- 336. 496 noto.- WUliam, 11. 286.
Fox, General, 1. 228.

^iTyes' r'lM.lr «"»"c»P»tion of
«n!i iJ ^' ««"n>ate» of. by Peel

Wriire?4.^;^.r^^^^^^

jj
0«,emiwn.t«tlon«l.,.j3i,365..

Henry, i. 070, 1

uroBx
696

AlllMc,. .ought b, (!>»). ,1. 321,

American war. joint mediation I..
^•Krt on Engta,.a ^~«j;'» ',•}.

motion on. 11. 19 not, i.
*

'.JiwaKr*"""•-. ""»»"•

by Cobdeu. 11 i« «, . _
'"««^«««

of. II 21 i HI ' "••fottation

H Ji .>;• '
'"«'«"»»«1 hi cabinet.

";.''i:=«ip'"vi»ion«of,ii.2i^';'

"«™ 01, in Beljrjan Mners il or.
««uits of. 11. m, ear ^.' oi2'

coSS>:'ii.^-«-

Wvo«e illegal in (,«,8^). , j„

D«n^i^^„ca«..oif.rofgood„«U».

^Pt, action reganllnR (I88I) hi
73;under«.andlnKwlt'5.Llllb4-
«"• I*, the Joint note. ill. 75.7,!
fleet at Alexan.lria.

11 . W;S
Ji^l^'^r-'I'Wi'^ree.tiBrTt.

Salisbury poitey f,«t^;«,
^J'

German unity a menace to, U. 819

M, Gladstone elected forelim a^•ocUte of inatitute of. li I20 <,^note ..tribute at his deah.T^^
Italian unity aided by, H. 7^ 14 °f:

a/,o Napoleon.
'' "• ^-"' "' »«•

Land question in, ill. 4n.
Nlc^an^8avoy«^u„edby.«.9,22,

Poetry in, ill. 4^.
PruMia:—

War with (1870) -BritW, •«,«•
«« •vert. u. aawao, aa^«?
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Frmae* — eonUnutd.
ProMin— cmtiiiutii.

declAnttlvu ot, II. 339 and noit*;
Frwicb niiacalculutloiu, II. JOT;
ooune of, II. :Hi-:M;i; Uritlib ym-
psthy afuir Bwian, II. 337 ; effect
of tba war on BrItUh naval ex-
pentlltore, II. :<74.

lUpubllc— rec-oKultlun of (1871), U.
•'<4a ; itateNmeii uf , III. 47S.

Bome— occuputlon of, II. lOT-lOti, 214,
»1<), .'Ul; Britlib attitude towarUi
the oeoupatlon, 11.012; evacuation
of, II. 217, 012.

Boumania, coolneM with BriUIn re-
garding, ii. 4.

SchlttHwlK-Holiteio queation, 11. 116-
IIM.

Tariff neRotiatiou with, I. 2B7.
Turkish murder of poneul at Salon-

Ira, II. M7; attitude towards
Turltey (1881), ill. 74.

Vatican decrees, attitude towards, II.

fllO.

Vicissitudes of government in, i.4l3.
War with (1812), III. 471; war ru-

moured (IHJiiMiO), II. 43-44, 4tt-»7.
Zenith of tlic empire, 11. 8.

Franchise extension :

Aiitlclpatlous regarding (188S), ill.

172, 201.

Bill of ISflO. ii. 200; bill of 1866. |1.

aOO-aOB; bill of 1867, ii. 223-236
238, an.

Borouglis, for, workmen> attitude
towards, ii. 125, i;«), 191>, 211, 2J7;
Palmemton's views regarding, 11.

128, 200
; household suffrage strug-

gle, ii. 223-238; liberal aid to
tories for (1867), ill. 238, 287.

Counties, for, 11. 200, 478, 481 ; ill.
124 «( »eq.

Conwrvative party the gainen by,

Ireland, «ee under Ireland.
Gladstone's speech on (1864), ii. 126-

IJO.

Manhood, Chamberlain's pronounce-
ment on, ill. 174.

Reform bill of 1866 restricted to. 11.
200.

Fraeer, family of, 1. 17 mtt.
Bishop, ii. 432.

-—Sir William, I. 8 and note*, 9 note.
Fr Jerick William, Crown Prince of

Prussia, i. 176.

Free trade :—
Disraeli's pronouncement on, 1. 432
Employment in relation to, ii. 57.

fatemal agiuilon, prodnetion of, II.

227.

French commercial t>aaty In relMloa
to, 11. 21 note, -il.

Uhtdstoua's speech on (1881), 111.81,
Freeman, E. A., ii. 360.

t'rrrmun't Journal, II. 2U3.
Fremantle, T. F., i. 237.
Frere,8lr Bartle, liberal dlsappro?aI of,

ill- 2, 6; responsible for Zulu war,
III. 22 J the gueeu's feeling for. III!

2.H'4
; enquires liberal policy, ill. 28;

E<romis«s B««rs self-government, ill.

30
;
Houth African Dutch exasperated

by, ill. 4;> note; recalled, ill. 21, Ja
note.

FreshHeld, J. W., 1. 233, 3.».
Freyrinet, M. de, iii. 70, 71MB.
Frohschamnier, J., 11. 820.
Frost, J.. I. 44)0.

Froude, Hurrell, 1. 161, 168, 308.
J. A., 1. 313 note » ; II. 039, SOO.

Funerals, ii. 422.

rune, C. W., ii. 433.

OAisroKD, Dr., i. 49.

Uambetta, 11. 338 note » : ill. 70. 77 78
82,460. ' •

Oarfleld, Mrs., ill. 108.

Garibaldi— Mails from Genoa, ii. 10-11 •

enters Naples, il. 17; in England, ii!

108-113; Gladstone's estimate of, Ii.

109-110, 114; Italian estimate <if,

ii. 113; Manning's attitude towards,
il. 192; letters from, ii. 833; men-
tioned, 11. IU\ HI. &•('.'.

Gaskeil, Mn. Benjamin, i. 160.
James Miines. Gladstone's friend-

ship with, i. 39, 04; debating society
in rooms of, i. 09; speech on Reform
bill, i. 73; Gladstone's visits to, i.

98; ii. 4.T7; otherwise mentioned, i.

34, 37, 43, 48, 49, 64. 68, 74, 78, 77, 80,
97, 1.31, 137, 138, 130, 229, 248.

George m., 11.428; 111. 181.
Gerasimus, Bishop. 1. 604.
Germany (see aluo Prussia) :—

' Berlin memorandum, ii. 849. 871.
treaty obligations, attitode to-

wards (1880), iii. 9.

Black Sea provisions of Treaty of
Paris disapproved by, 11. 380.

Colonial question in, ill. 12i
Egyptian question, attitude towards,

iii. 79, 80, 82, 89.
Italian alliance with, iii. 414,
Luzembuig affair, il. 320, 387 and

note.

Poetry in, 111. 483.



INbEX

Tu,kl^«ura.,ofo«..ul.,8,l„nlc..

V«U«u.decr««,,„utud,u,w.«ta,ll.

Gibbon, I. lUB; ill. 47a

W; "fforu t«w»rUH ,*..Tl MT
«« »*»'f«r«u.nK..v„,n„.„,.,7 i^:
onpopuUnty «(, iu Oxford. I. ,i:u^'
ftiperl>,ule.bni,l|.;«,,7;-,l.;7ilttd
•tone .ppported by. II. Jti, J«). »i»!Z,GUd.tone oaui. changed fro uT^':
•ton... 1. 18 „„,/ „„,e J

" """-

II. 47.^-17.1; marriage, II. 475
~A««nMil«ter),l. 17,«„e 1,160.

Glad» one abroad with. I. m'L'
;*c«MlontoB„m.,i.3,8,33lTdeS

to. on learning Utin, II. (m ; atSi
11. IW; .taru for India. II. M7;S^ton.. letter, tu. II. m. H'JH; Hum

i^^ini^^^orLr-irLis"'- ""' r>._.! •
";eu», II. 018 preM In.tervlew of (Uec. 'ss) III atu-« »

otherwl.me„tio„ed,il.iy4.f^*i1;

~~iif*'.'Z?n"J''"»'">' P°"t'<»'l work

M, Gladstone's defence of. n ^
new of, I. 6fMJ(>; crlUclgms on W. E.

on. 1. 103 Fasque bouRht by. 1. 107.
seventieth birthday of, I. ifs-C'Dundee election (1837 , 1. 141. Z!approves Jamaica journey ii«
^ran.rersDemerara^ro^^'iy'to'^^
sons. I. 234; a.s8ist« Scotch tralnlnircollege scheme, i. 231; corresnon/«ee With Peel regarding W?rsj:
aS^'. k"" "'• °° protection I.*". '«T, baronetcy of, I. 2!e 300-vews on Gladstone's Oxfort can'didatnre, I. 330, on Jewish DTsaWll-'

J';^"°r*> •""''• 376; buys portion
01 Hawarden estates, i. .141 attltudB
toward. Peel(l849),l. 383; dea^ of!,
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with I. i«. .a, 4;, ,(^. „^ ^y S*
Oladstoue'. letter, to. I. l-l iwiJu'

;'"cholc.eofprof;»|„^.':X%^».
»ll*I«tune'» estimate „,. ,. ^^,' ..J

"•

Gladstom.. Mrs. .,,.bn (mo'ti, ": W BGladstone', devotion to, I. ttJ il'IJl
I death of, |. i.ii

'
''^

John (brother), I. m 17 _„,.,
travels of. with W K II . * '

m- u„i II
'•• '•''ulstone. I.* ,

Walwll candidature „f. |. a,,.

.red by his father, I. 258; W K

weri^a!;:.'.'^.;,'''- "" '"-"> •"^-

J.V . '.. '*'• '"'"'»» •"<1 'leath ofwW^Bof.||.«6,Il,|, deathof.ll.";?
Mary (daughter), s^-e Drew.
Robertson (brother). I. k „„,,,.

appointed manager of r>emera«:
properties. I. 2-^; p,„,„r7, "^
Liverpool. I.2B8; at01a.lstones Lai"

W E^r^S'
""""' <"*'•'>• "•

"^"

MO t,
'• "•'"t""*''' letters to. I. 41H8SWW3, (tli; ii. ,i2, 1.IO. 40H

'

Stephen (son), ||. 2fl«. 474." 800.—— Ihonms (grandfather),
I. lo

tJT, '^"•"'e''). »lave.holding de-^"le.l by 1. 24; attitude towaH^

S::'Z?'""- -I"
'"'"'• "nGladst.'?,

«Jxf<>r<l candidature, I. 330- (i\S
•tones letter to. on .'.ff^n; „^^f^-
W.il.4!4;otherwi*, mentioned 117 note '. «8, 25«.

'

William Ewart : —
Appearance of (1827), I. 34- (1840i

l.I!«; (1882) Hi. .,1.
• <"*'>

i
T^^^r^^B'^handbaptl^n,

1. aM4; first speech, i. Xi; Oil
ford, I. 48.W; tries for the Irtland, I.Bl,329«ofe.

18S8 Foreign travel. i.»wt8-
Impressions in Rome, i. 87 • \v„r'
ark candidature, 1. 88-<4, 9,^.^.
election addresses, i. 90- first
•peech as member of parliament,
1.M; visits to Clumber, Thornes

I W **"" '• '*"• birthday,

1888. Lincoln's Inn, i 9g.
membership of Oxford andCamI
bridge club and Carlton clnb. I.

r^r* T'V '°"°» brotherhood
with Acland, I. 99; enters pa^ament, I. 100

; maiden .^p^H^ri.»W; party votes (1833), 1. 108-
visit to Fasque, 1. 107.

'
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GlMUtone, WiUUm Bwart— oon((nH«d.
Career, eKr<mologieal tequenee <if

(oontinued).—
ItM. Visit to Seaforth and

Oxford, i. Ul ; at Faaqne, i. 116;
treasory appointment, i. 11»-120;
opposes admiaalon of diawnten
to uniTenities, 1. 330.

1555. Betumed for Newark
without contest, i. 121; meete
Disraeli at Lord Lyndhurst'g, i.

122; appointed nnder-eecretary
(or tlie colonies, i. 123; cont«m.
plates resignation, i. 125; speedt
on Irish church, 1. 126; speech at
Newark, i. 129; committee on
native affairs at the Cape, i. 3S8.

1556. Death of his mother, i.

131; visit to Drayton, i. 133; visit
to Hawarden, i. 134; speech on
negro apprenticeship, i. 131 and
note ; visit to Haddo, i. 137; com-
mittee on waste lands, i. 3S8.

1»87. Speech at Newark on
toleration, etc., i. 138; presents
the Queen with the Oxford
address, 1. 140; canvassing at
Newark, i. 140; nominated for
Manchester, i. 141; elected for
Newark, i. 141; at Dundee, Glas-
gow, Liverpool, Manchester, i.

141 ; at Fasqoe, 1. 142 ; first inter-
view with Duke of Wellington,
1. 143.

1888. Admitted to consulta-
tions on Canadian affairs, i. 144;
speaks on Molesworth's vote of
censure, i. 146; speech on slave
^>prenticeshlp system, i. 145-147;
work on educational questions,
i. 148; influenced by Coleridge
and Palmer, i. 167-168 note i

; The
State in it* Relation rrith the
Church, i. 172, 17B; foreign
travel, i. 173.

1889. Opinions on Iiis book,
1. 175-181; work on committees,
i. 219 : marriage, i. 223.

IMO. Speech on China ques-
tion, i. 226; birth of eldest son,
1. 227; dines at Ouizot's, i. 229;
•zamines at Eton, i. 229; Scotch
training college scheme, i. 230-
831, 330; committee on colonl-
ation of New Zealand, i. 3B8.

1841. Church Principles, i.

181; his brother's Walsall elec-
tion, i. 231-232; visits Nnneham
and Oxford, i. 23S; speaks on

sugar duties, i. 336 ; r»«laot«d for
Newark, i. 238; Sir S. Qlynne's
candidature—HoyUke— Hawar-
den, i. 230; vice-president of the
board of trade, i. 240-340, 260-
re-elected for Newark, i. 243;
correspondence with Peel on jourl
nalistic imputations, i. 215-246
Jerusalem bishopric, i. 309; advo^
cates increase in colonial episco-
pate, i. 330.

1848. Protection question, i.

249-254; suggests retirement, i.

353; tariff reform, i. 250-257.
shoothig accident, i. 186; Glen-
almond, i. 231.

1848. Enters the cabinet, i.

359
; parliamentary success, i. 201

;

protection question, i. 262-264;
tariff negotiations with foreign
countries, i. 267; advocates re-
moval of prohibition on export of
machinery, i. 267-268; close rela-
tions with Manning and Hope, i.

310; anxiety regarding Newman's
position, i. 310-313; protests
against sentence on Pusey, i. 317.

1844. BUI for regulation of
companies, 1. 268: Telegraph Act,
i. 368; Railway Act, i. 269; pub-
lishes Prayer-Book, i. 314 Tu>te-
reply to Ward's Ideal, i. 314-3ir);
Lady Hewley case, i. 322; pro-
poses himself as Vatican envoy, i.

271-272; Maynooth, i. 271-275, 278
1846. At Windsor Castle, i.

274-275; resigns office, i. 276-278,
279; votes for second reading of
Maynooth bill, i. 279; tariff re-

form, I. 279; pamphlet on results
of fiscal changes of 1842, i. 280 (Did
note; on free labour sugar pro-
posal, 1. 280; at Munich, i. 318 ; at
Baden-Baden, 1. 320; com law
repeal, i. 283-287; secretary for
the colonies, i. 285.

1846. Colonial clergy ques-
tions, i. 368; recall of colonial
governor, i. 359; out of parlia-
ment, i. 287-288; offended at
Peel's eulogium on Cobden, i. 291-
292 ; conversation with Lord Lyiui-
hurst on conservative party, i.

29a-294; with Jocelyn and Gra-
ham, i. 296; interview with Peel,
1. 297-300

; quarrel with Lord G.
Bmtinck, i. 301-302.

1847. Oxford candidature, i.

ffl8-333; election, 1. 333; Jewish
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DtaabjUtiM Ramovml Wll. J. 376-
«"! Oak term and Hawarden

***i^«°'5''"*'*"'°*»' •• 337, 386.1MB. SpecUlconstobleaCTimt
fwttato. ,. 388; Oxford TcZ,
Lr: ' ""Hampden's appoint-ment as blihop, I. 377.

»'«~""'

LJ^i °'''«*°n to' Ws friend, 1«I4-*S
; Gorham case, 1. 378.

-,! ?.?"'*'*''* Disraeli's agri-c^tuwl distress motion. 1. aS-JOe; Gorham case, i. 378-381 andnote; death of hi, daughter i

l^i. 3fi2; Don Pacifloo debate, i.

36*^1 a«</„o<e; death of Peel,
1.^1; question of leadership, i.W*^4

;
opposes universities com-mi«sion,.W; Naples, i.38SK)93:

«n committee for exhibition meda
inscriptions, ii. 539.

1851. Returns to London, i.

a»«; Letters to Lord Aberdeen, i.

392, 394 a>.rf 7iote, 39ft.398, 400-401
and note*; invited by Stanley to
take offlce, i. 393, m-, declines, i.

407; Ecclesiastical Titles bill, i

4«!»-4!5; secession of Mannlngand"
Hope, i. 385-.386; death of his
father, i. 388; letter to a Scotch
Wshop on religions freedom, 1.

1862. First Derby administra-
tis, i. 417; approaches Aberdeen
and Graham, i. 417-418; views on
Peelite policy, i. 417-419; over-
tnres from Kussell, i. 421 ; sup-

Mn1^!''''''*-*=""''^°" Seats
bill, 1. 424 and noee; re-electeti for
Oxford, 1. 42(M27; equipoise of
opinions, i. 431; defends free
trade, i. 433; overtures from
Derby, 1.434; speech on Disraeli's
budget, 1.438^0; inHdent at the
Carlton, i.44<M41; New Zealand
Government bill, i. 362 and nnteX
0«; appointed chanceUor of the
exchequer, i. 448.

1858. Difficulties at Oxford, i.
«<MS2; re-election, i. 453; moves
to house of chancellor of ex-
chequer, i. 457; advocates reduc
Hon of force In the Pacific, i. 458:
fcndget, 1. 4«M72; iii. 637; at^
tempted operation on national
debt, 1. 472-473, 64ft^; Latin
leswns to his son, 1. 464; ilhiess
at Dunrobln, 1. 476; presented
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irh*fre«lomofDtogw,n,|.47«;
n^ech at Inverness, 1. 476; Cri^mean war, i. 481 « ,«. .

' ^^
Manchester, i. 483; case of Mr
Maurice, 1.45*^'. *^„"'^*^
form, I. 600.

1884. Letter on revival of^vocation, H. 162; speeches on
^^"•^^torm,!. 803, 509 nofe»;
civil service reform, 1. tm^W
649;cri«,„^„,,,;^^^12
«*-oU; speech on budget, i. 514-
615; conflict with Bank of EntUnd, 1. 518-619, 65<M5l

; 8avin«Bank bill,.. 5,9; woodi and fo^
ests dismissal case, 1. 820

H9.,^'^
^^'n'^^^rial crisis, 1.

mT^'". .°PP°»«» Roebuck's

.ri ?' L*^24; johis Palmeston i. 636; opposes Roebuck's
motion hi cabinet, 1.537-838- re-

«fi..*- ^' ""Popularit;, i.6^^; efforts for peace, i.'W
^; at Penmaenmawr,

i. 649:
Homeric studies, 1. 549-550; Ches^
ter speech on colonial policy, i.

T }}^\ Communications with
Lord Derby, i. 651-662, 854; isola-

HamJ-
'«^"'= ""er to Bishop

Hampden, i. 168; case of Arch-
deacon Denison, i. 667.

1857. Interviews with Lord
Derby, 1. 658-661 ; opposes Lewis'

^"th^,^
'•

T:^^'-'
cooperation

T**''Ws«elI, 1.661; communica-
tions with Cobden, i. 662; speech
on the China war. i. 663- re-
turned for Oxford unopposed, 1.
668; oppoim Divorce bill, 1. 570-
encounters with Bethell, i. 57fr!
B71

;
illness and death of Lady

Lyttelton, i. 672-571
1868. Opposes Conspiracy

b,l.i.675-57«„„rf no., ir^fu,^^
to join Derby,!. 676^578; renewed
proposal from Derby, i. 583- re
fused, i. 585, 690; motion on the
Principalities, ii. 4; letter from
Disraeli, 1.686; reply, 1.389; sup
ports Suez Canal scheme, i. 592-
letter to Graham on Indian gov-
ernment, i. 593: at Haddo, i. 694;
commission to Ionian Islands, 1.
»W-«18; at Athens, i. 605.
1869. At Venice, Turin, Vl-

cenftt, Verona, Milan, 1. 618-
interview with Cavour, I. 618-

kJi
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Gladstone, WUllam Ewut -eontinwd.
Carter, chronological teqitence of

(continued).—
defends nomination borongbs, i.

621; speech on Italian question,
11. 13; votes with Derby govern-
ment, I. B25; joins Palmerston's
government, i. 626; letters on his
position, i. 627-628; trouble at
Oxford, i. 628-630; re-eleoted for
Oxford, i. 630; budget, 11. 19;
speaks on Italian afTairs, 11. 19-
Cobden's visit, ii. 18, 20; views
on French war scare, 11. 43-14;
first lord rector of Edinburgh uni-
versity, 1. 634.

1860. Budget, 1.474; 11. 34et
•«?., 625; illness, 11. 28-27, 31, 34,
86; unpopularity, ii. 29, 31; de-
feat on Savings Bank bill, 11. 34;
peech on Paper Duty Repeal
bill, Ii. 34; chief trains of c&bhiet
business, Ii. 36, 635-636; the
fortification scheme, 11. 42, 44-47;
cabinet struggle on question of
economy, 11. 42-45 ; Interview with
Palmerston, H. 45-46; at Pen-
mam nawr, ii. 184; death of Lord
Abfc. leen, ii. 87.

1861 . Budget, 11. 38-39 ; cabl-
net struggles, 11. 39, 93-96;
correspondence with Sir Wm.
Heatbcote on finance, 11. 63a-
63B; attacks and abuse, 11. 48;
American civil war, il. 70-72,'

74-75; on education, 11. 312, 646;
deaths of Graham and Herbert!
11. 87-88.

1 86a. Speech on Italy, 11. 108

;

correspondence with Palmerston,
U. 49^!0; panegyric on Prince
Consort, 11. 89; American civil
war, 11. 75-77, 79-«2; triumphal
Kception in the north, il. 77-79;
Newcastle speech on American
war, ii. 79-82; funeral of Mrs.
John Gladstone, ". !16; Windsor,
1.96.

1868. Death of his brother
John. Ii. 187; budget, ii. 66, 67;
proposal to extend income tax to
charities, ii. 65-66 ; speech on Italy,
11. 189; at Penmaenmawr, 11. 191 •

«t Balmoral, 11. 97-104.
'

1864. At Balmoral, ii. 104-
106; letters on Ettayt and He-
view* judgment, ii. 164; speech
on Mr. Dodson's bill, 11. 313 and
note»; Garibaldi's rUit, 1. 109-

113; speech on extension of fran-
chise, il. 126, 238; correspondence
with Palmerston, 11. 127-130; ad-
dress from York workmen, ii.

130-131
; Schleswlp-Holstein ques^

tlon, 1. Il(i-ii9; speeches In Lan-
cashire, 11. 131-133; relations with
protestant dissenters, ii. 134-135

;

development In Ideas, 11. 121 ei
leq.

1865. Cabinet struggles, 11.

140; criticism of .ffcce Homo, ii

166-167, 172, 173; elected foreign
associate of the Institute of
France, 11. 230 and note; speech
on Irish church, 11. 142; death of
Cobden, 11. 143; letter to his son
on ecclesiastical affairs, 11. l.vj'

defeat at Oxford, 11. 145; Lanca^
shire candidature and election, ii.

145-147; speech on conservatism,
11. 8; letter to Russell on death
of Palmerston, 11. 161; at Glas-
gow, ii. 154, 155.

1866. Leader of Commons,
U. 156-157; tribute to Palmerston,
11. 157; introduces Reform bill, ii.

aOO; disaffection of followers, ii.

202, 2015-209; second reading of
Reform bill, 1.203-204; budget, ii.

68, 200; votes for abolition of
church rates, 11. 161 ; against vote
of confidence after debate, il. 207-
209; audiences of the Queen, ii.

209, 211; declines to speak at
Hyde Park demonstration, 11. 212;
speech at Cobden club, 11. 213-
goes to Italy, 11. 213; in Rome, ii.'

214-219; Illness, 11. 217.

1867. Dinner with the SfKjiety
of Political Economists of France,
11. 221

; household suffrage strug-
gle, il. 223-236; disaffection of
followers, 11. 224, 225, 227-228,
232-235; Irish church questions,
1. 243; speech at Newspaper Press
Fund dinner, 11. 235.

1868. Correspondence with
Aclanil on popular discontent, ii.

172-174; bill on church rates, ii.

161
;
Irish church question, ii. 245-

248; election for Greenwich, 11.

251 and notei; publication of
Chapter of Autobiography, ii. 249-
250; candidature in 8.-W. Lanca-
shire, 11. 250-261 and note^; letter
from the Queen, 11. 262; forms a
cabinet, 11. 263-265; speech at
Greenwich, 11. 371.
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U. 402 note; tatter to General

L.^*"' •"» 'ntroduce.1, il!
*>«-**; committee stage, ii. 2(i6'
""•»«'« *?"• the Lords. 11. 367-

«. «^^8; coneegsiong, i| •»77.
W8; proposes acceptance by Com-mons 0/ modifications, 11. 279. m
S^»' "V"«;

279-286, ^git 'IWalmer Castle, il. 280, 422; IrishUnd question, il. 287 et sea
letter to Bright on principle?..'
details, 11. 2<J0.

r -• t.

1»70. Irish land bill with-

^education question, il. 298,»»-311; on reduction of armal
jr,<».'i.3ai;322; efforts to'a™r^
*>anco.Prus8ian war, 11. 32B-330-
^\^'>i^«>nce<^ with Granville;
"• 338; neutrality of Beliflum
guaranteed. 11. 341^2; views on
•nnexatlon of Alsace and Ln
in Black Sea, 11. 350-352, 355- dif-
ficulties with the court, li '360.
army reform. 11. 360 tt tea

'

questiou of commander-hi^hief's

Vt^,^^^'' ««= «*»•-

^t\V^' ^'«''""> neutralisation
of Alsace and Lorraine, 1 357-
wionymoua article in Edinburgh
^emew, 11. 345; Instructions to^laoama commission. 11. 404-
abolition of purchase, 11. 361-366'
Ballot bill. ii. 369, 377; struSes

tL^"""^!.' "• ^*' ^"it to

it m*"''."-,,!^*'
at Balmoral,

H. 378; at Edinburgh, 11. 379;
^neral of Sir R. M^r^his;n fl."

^; speech at Blackheath, 11. 380-

.. L ™"''^"*tions with Brieht
.^K^2;Co„ierappolntS:

11 Kt' r'^^^T »PP«'»tment,
J^J86-387 licensing questions. 11
390; repeal of law against ecclesl
astical titles, ii. 517.

1878. Unpopularity, li. 387.
cleavage m party, II. 388; attitude
of radicals, ii. 388-390; Alabama
««e.il.40iMii; indignation on
American claims, ii. 408; Act of
Uniformity bill, li. 410: speech at^ngg College council meeting.)
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H. 623; visit to Oxford, li. 436-
*37. address at Liverpool on
Strauss, ii. 624.

il i^ 'f'"'
U"'^««ity bin.

". 4AM48; letters to the Queen
H^tirement. ii. 442-t43,^nr
•terial crisis, li. 44ft-4ai 662-
letter to Bright, on education
question, il. 309. we; gp^K
against disestablishment, il%87-

dfvTl.r'y'"," *'*"'«'""»»

li «« • ^T^^ "' Wilberforce,
"• 459; ministerial embarrass!

S'of**;^''''*"'""'"^^
rtt.l »

«<-hefmer. ii. 463. 645;

by, 11. 4«M72; at Balmoral, li.«^, engagement of his eldest
daughter, 11. 472-473; at Hawald«, il. 47*474; cabinet emlar"
fassments 11. 474; marriage ofbis eldest daughter, ii. 475

481-«J*i«7''"'""'''"'
P'-""- "• «8.

«„„ 7; ^l- I'lMtlon of dlssolu-

m«„'., ; *^? " "'•! •I'^-toral
manifesto, 11. 487-189; speeches

nort; election. 11. 490; resign,^
aon. 11.492-193 and „o,e;off^S;

m«ntr'T' "• **'*-««: "'tire-

SS!L.""?
'^a'lership, ii. 497-499,

««-«X>; death of Sir S. GIvnne
il. «KM!01; Vatican dSs
quesion.ll.502,50!WS12;

visit toMunich, 11. 61.^,5. y^^l^^
Decree! pamphlet, ii. 8I6-517. its
reception, ii. 617-520.

1876. Meeting of Metaphysi-
cal Socety, li. S04, article n^^My Review, ii. 520; mor^work on Vatican question, 11. 520-

liV '^"canwrn published, 11.

wiin*?. °' '"'"*' '" CaritonHouse Terrace, 11. 522.

1876. Letter to Herbert Glad-
Stone on Pitt's finance, 11. Kfj.
pamphlet on Bulgaria, li. 551-554

1

speech at Blackheath, ii. 552 564 •

Isits in the north, 11. 555^536'
work at Hawarden, 11. 857; visit
to Liverpool, il. 558 ;

• The Hellenic

u'^^J L"
*''^ ^"*tem Problem.'

S^' ?^- '^""^^'^ """ meeting,
il. 569; letter on denominatlonal-
Ism, ill. 542.

iu^^*ll'
^*»<'"« •» Masiaere, il.

MO. »>2; visit to Darwin. 11. 562;
tne five resolutions, li. 563-565-
speech in parliament, 11. 666-668'

\i

m
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CHadstoM, William Kwmrt-eonHnved.
Career, ehronologioal Hquenee of

(continued).—
vifit to BlmingbMn, il. 070;
TiawB on TrauavMl •nnaution,
Hi. 27, 28; vi«it to Irelmnd, il. 871.

It7t. Hostile crowds, li. 974;
daeline* to ituid for Leeds, ii.

611; speech on treaty-making
power, ii. S77 note*; speech on
Anglo-Turkish eonrention, ii.

8Tft-B78; article on 'England's
MUsioa,' ii. 879, 881; Uterary
work and emolumenu, il. 681;
•its to Millais, ii. 881-582; risit of
ArgyU and Raskin to Hawarden,
11. 882.

1879. Invited to stand for
Midlothian, ii. 884; agrees, ii.

888; the campaign, il. 887-896;
Ui. 27; day at Glasgow, ii. 890-
692; from Glasgow to Hawarden,
11.896; reflections, ii. 607; corre-
pondence on leadership, ii. 898-
803.

1810. At Hawarden, ii. 603,
604

; with his sister at Cologne,
11. 604; election address, ii. 606-
608; Midlothian camF'><gn in
general election, il 18-612;
letter to Rosebery, 3; to
Argyll, Ii. 618; oonv tlons on
leadership, ii. 616-61. , .uterview
with Hartlngton, ii. 621-624; with
Oranville and Hartington, Ii. 624-
626; audience of the Queen, ii.

626-628; construction of cabinet,
11. 628-630; personnel of cabinet,
M. 683-664; Hi. 2-3; anonymous
article in FoHnlghtly Review, ii.

846 noU; parliamentary diffl-

eulties, iii. 8-«; budget, iii. 7;
illness, iii. 8; cruise in Orantully
Castle, i\i.%- Berlin treaty obliga-
tions, ill. 8-10; BradUugh ques-
tion, ill. 11 et seq.

; question of
Frere's recall. Hi 22-24.

1881. Colley's correspondence,
HI. 34; Boer overtures, iii. 38;
Majuba. Hi. 37-38; letters to the
Queen, iii. 40; parliamentary at-
tack, iii. 41-42; Transvaal com-
mission, iii. 44; Coercion bill, Hi.
49-80; obstruction, IH. 62-83; Irish
Land bill. Hi. 63-87; letter to
Granville

'
on home rule, ill. 87

;

Wt to Leeds, Hi. 89-61 ; agrees
to imprisonment of Pamell, iii.

61; addreaa to common council,

iU- 61 ; Egyptian qnertion, lU. 74
ttteq.

I88i. E^nrptlan qoestlon, Hi.
78 et leq.; letter to Forster, on
Irish local government, 111. eg;
eommnnlcations from Paimell, Hi.
64 ; latter to Forster on his resig.
nation, ill. 66; to the Qneen on
Irish sitnation, lU. 66; Phoiniz
Park murders. Hi. 67-69; public
position, Hi. 89-90; political jubl-
lee, iU. 91; appoints Benson to
ee of Canterbury, Ui. 96-97; re-
construction of cabinet, IH. 99-101

;

letters to Bright on Egyptian
policy, IH. 81, 86 ; vexed with Bis-
marck, IH. 121.

1888. Stay at Cannes, iii.

102-104; interview with Cle'men-
ceau, IH. 123; renewed o^er of a
peerage, IH. 104 ; at Paris, Ui. 106;
Bt Sandringham, Ui. 106; objects
to sending troops to Suakin, Hi.

149; speech on Affirmation bHl,
i. 130; Ui. 14, 18-20, 107, 312;
letter to Bright on ' Irish rebels

'

speech, IH. HI ; cruise toDenmark,
UI. 116-117; speech at Kirkwall,
Ui. 117-118, 384 note; Congo de-
bate, iii. 110.

1884. Agrees to send Gordon
to evacuate Soudan, iii. 149, 151
and mte*; advises disavowing
him after his abandonment of
Instructions, iU. 156; opposes ap-
pointment of Zobeir, Ui. 158;

'ses his appointment, Ui. 15!);

L M, Ui. 189 and note, 160, 162;
views on reUef expedition for
Gordon, iii. 162; Franchise bill,

IU. 128-126, 140; speech on House
of Lords, Ui. 128; memorandum
on case between Lords and Com-
mons, iii. 129; efforts at arrange-
ment.iU. 131-133; re-introduction
of Franchise bill. Hi. 136; confer-
ences with Salisbury and Nortli-
cote, Hi. 137-139 ; cabinetdivisions,
Hi. 175; speech at Edinburgh on
Transvaal, III. 40 note *.

1888. On Chamberiaia's
social programme, iii. 174; Ac-
ton's letter on retirement, iii.

172; learns death of Gordon, iii.

166, 172; letter in reply to the
Queen's telegram. Hi. 167; memo-
randum on mUitary position in

the Soudan, iii. 178-179, 855-5,')9;

on Russian action in Afgluuiiatau,
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S. i?^iS"*'*'"j"'' "» Soudan.

'»' *'«^n'»'*n. »l. 184; cabinet

i". 1«7, 200; cabinet di«w^menu on Ireland, ill. i^j"^

«>• 182; intimation wmrdini^

Snl?^^"' "'• '«" "^^ t^wartington on cabinet criais, m.lan
;
ministerial crisig. ill. gos-aos •

•"^'""f
»' the Queen. Hi. m';

defeated on budget, iii. 200 ; sudi

Irish .itnatioD. iii. 215-216; throat
troables. Hi. 2I6; crni«,'i„X
Sunbtum, ill. 217-218; elect on

witn chamberiam, iil. 224-22(i-
consideration of Home Bnle ,^1tlon. iii. 2.34-241; letter to theQueen on Crimes Act discussions!
111. 199; work on books- miscell

M7 ^' **'"»''"'»" speeches, Hi.

^J~^.'
«'«^ -'»>. iii- 348; con-

^Si'^^P'WshsituaHon.Hl.
288-289. ajl-264, 286, a6»-276-
teuders support to Lord Salls^
bury. 111. 268-280, 284- un
•nthorised publication of 'home"
ru^e scheme, iil. 264 and note,
aSB, party urgency for action,

-.;•.«' T°'"'»' »' inteicours^

11128?^*' '"• '^^'' "'""day,

arq"!!*:. *'T**" ™""">w. iii.
«», begins the session, HI. 281-

m„TT •"• H'^rtington's com!

ZTITT' '^'- ^: ""itude
towards h,.me rule, IH. 28.3; de-
Date on the address. 111. 284-288-
•npports Collings- amendment,'
*"• •««; accepts the Qupim'a
com^ssion i„. 290; to' (^boZ
Ml. 290; formation of govem-
".ent Hi. 291 and note,mZ
IS'«^"""ii"*'' *" "•••'net. 111.aK-3M, 306; interview with
P.™elUll 30M06, i„,^„^^„'^
of Home Rule bill. Hi. 310-312-

Rn^T^iw.'^''^«'««on with
fright, Hi. ^; strenuons efforts
tor the blU,m. 331; letter fwm

608

Hl^'^u*^' ^n-eli'. letter,

foreign office. 111. 332-333; s^„d
"•eeting with ParneU. ii^*!
wpil- to Hicks Beach, ill.^"MO; speech on night of fh.
division, ill. 33*^7;ic,Sl, ^,S«

Midlothian and for LeW,, ,„'
«4 letter to the Queen, ill. .344.

liVn^^ '/**"" o" Chamber-
tains /fap<i« article, HI. 368;»t Tegemsee, iil. 331-.3(U- sDeak«on Tenants R,.,ief bill, iii'^^a^
at Hawarden, iii. 3i3; article on
Zoc*,fcy Hall, iii. 35i^; «t^
""•towards plan oHam'paS^
"'•,^*f2;

birthday, IH.sS:
<l^.l:«n ^"*" *o Acton, ill.?»-d69; at Sandringham, Cam!
bridge, Hawarden, Dolli, HiU,

Criminal Uw Amendment (Ir^
l«nd)bill. Hi. 37aandJ.,"^
introduction of closure, IH. .377-
on Mltchelstown. Hi. 380; Koberi
Eltmere article. 111. 386-;J60; tour
ta South Wales, ill. 38^-387 vis"
to Florence, ill. 387.

—i?'**" *"•'»«'« towards Par-
nell commiseion, ill. 398-.399.
ympathy with Pamell, Hi, 408'

nS!!?
""."'port of the com-

mission 1,1. 408-411; speech atBlrmmgham, Hi. 387-389; speechon Ireland, ill. 389; ;isTt
Naples, Hi. 413.

p„i"';..
*'^«'n» 'or not visiting

Rome, Hi. 413H13; Old Test,^ment studies. Hi. 413-416; golden

*^,'"''f
«nn>ver8ary, IH. 417 ; Par-

^^^''oHawanlen,iil.420,

1890. Letter on General

.„^1^- *' ''''**•' <" Newman
andDohnger, IH. 421; view.s on
ramell'e position, iii. 42<L4.i.i

^.37 440, 443:444; ^i
iwdership question, iii. «0, 452-
«3. 455^; memoranda on
^raell leadership question, ill.

J*r**^; "eettog at Lord Ren-
^' '|*^;'«t«toMorleyon
™"'««'e«i>iP.iii-436; urges
pnbllcatlon of letter, lU. 440-441 •

f'E

Mi
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OUditone, William Fwan— continued.
Career, chronological nfqttence of

(continued).—
peaks at BaMetlaw, 111. M2;
Morley's viait to Hawanlen, 111.

4B2-1M ; communicatioM with
Irish party towards an nnder-
standlDK, ill. 4«MM; speech of
condolenoe with the Speaker, ill.

406.

ini. Death of GranTiUe, ill.

462; death of his eldest son,
111. «0; Pasque— Glenalmond —
Newcastle programme, ili. MM;
Biarritz, iii. 463 et $eq. ; birthday,
U1.477.

1I9S. Biarritz, ili. 480e( seq.
;

to the Riviera, 111. 4i»; reelected
for Midlothian, iii. 492; formation
of cabinet, ill. 404-495 »o<e; Home
Rule bill. Hi. 4il6.

1898. Home Rule bill, iii. BOO
etieq.: reply to Chamberlain, Iii.

499-.'i00; at Biarritz, iii. ,'504,508.

1894. Advocates dissolution
on Lords question. Hi. 505; naval
estimates, iii. 506-508; return to
England, iii. 509; last cabinet. 111.

010-611 ; last speech in parliament,
ill. 511-612; at Windsor, Hi. 512-
814; letter of resignation. Hi. 614;
the Queen's reply, Hi. 516; letter
to Sir H. Ponsouby, ill. 616.

1895-1898. Literary work,
111. 520-.521 ; speeches at Chester
and Liverpool, HI. 521-522; last
diary entry, iU. 623; visit to
Cannes, ill. 523; last meeting with
the Queen, Hi. 624; visit to But-
terstone, HI. 625; Hhiess, Hi. 625-
028; visit to Cannes, Hi. 526; to
Bournemouth, Hi. ,'526 ; at Hawar-
den, Hi. 626-628; death, iii. 628

;

parliamentary tributes. Hi. 628-
631; foreign tributes. HI. 631-e33;
funeral, iii. 533.

Characteristics :
—

Ambition for noble ends, i. 218.
Cantion — suspense of judgment,

1.309,376,418,547; Hi. 343.

Concentration, i. 186, 190, 266;
IH. 88.

Considerateness, 1. 196, 339, 364;
Ui. 466.

Continuity, 1. 190.

Conversational charm, 11. 180, 561

;

iii. 482.

Co-operation, aptitode for, i. 189-
190.

Copiousness, 11. 427; Hi. 802.
Courage, i. 188,218; H.:m«; iH.44.
Courtesy, i. 213; H. 416, 632,562.
Deference to colleagues, 11. 416-

416. 420, 4U2; ill. 4, 5, 497, 630.

Detachment —alacrity of mind —
freedom ofjudgment, 11. 168,662.

Disregard of appearances—regarti
for things rather than persunn,
I. 367; 11. 366; Hi. 636-637, 540.

Duality of dUposltlon, 1. 2, 18,

189,264.

Eloquence— oratorical power, i.

191-1U6, 261, 410; 11. 41, 64-K),
123,430, 566; absence of bitter-

ness, 1. 503 ; battle-cry element,
II. 692; dramatic force, 11. .'589,

094; 111.600; lofty tone, 1.5, 14;
Hi. 312; persuasiveness, i. 440;
physical resources, 11. .180, 593;
Ui. 60, 01, 3.%, 500.

Essentials, grasp of, iii. 54, 331,
371.

Excitability of temperament—
nervous sensibility, 1. 83, 103,
434; H.40, 111, 110, 140,381, 493,
665, 676, 631 ; HI. 18, 101-102,
170, 290.

Family feeling, 1. 96-96, 339.
Gaiety of mind, 1. 188.

Gravity of temperament, 1. 212.

Growth, mental, continuance of,

1. 207-208.

Humanity, 11. 665, 661, 596, 606.
Hurry, 1. 186-187, 380.

Idealism, 1. VJ7-im, 266
Imagination, moral and political,

i. 189, 256; H. 86, 664; Hi. 244,
040.

Impulsiveness, 11. 148, 203.

Industry, 1. 186, 192, 197; H. 261,

421 ; Hi. 88, 298, 496; in public
duties, 1. 101-102; H. 418,422;
Hi. 7-8, 110, 363, 496.

Intellectual curiosity, limits of,

1. 202, 209.

Intensity, 11. 563.

Irritability, 11. 228.

Lancashire temperament, 1. 192;
H. 41, 60.

Liberty, instinct for, see Liberty.
Loyalty to colleagues, 11. 699-601,

603,619; IH. 110, 610.

Magnanimity, 11. 48.

Missionary temper, 1. 231.

Modesty, ii. 661.

Musical ability, 1. 98.

Nature, deUght In, 11. 280 ; iii. 478,

479.
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OpportaneneM, senie of I itm.

upumism— conflJence, J. aw.Sij
364«ll,630;||.a» l.l.aM •

OrderllneM.i. 308; (11.88
©•Nreflnlng - .rbtlety _ '».

Pntatry/ 1. 16b, 210-212 304

P»ctical aptitude, 1. 67. 19B a08•
''• M7, 663; HI. 88.

''*•**•

!^""!.?"*'""'"' •^'s'U'e of, II.
4«2; ill. 435, 43«.

Quietude, desire for, i. 187
'

Keligioug temper, 1. 2-4, 31 BR-m
M. 20O-2O1. 204; flxl'ty';?^:
matlo views, i. im, 207; reli-
Kloni^rowth, 160-lfi2 ; leanings
towards clerical calling, 1. 3!B-
324,."J82.3a3,fK»-ftM.

Keaerve, 1. 196-l<r7, 376.
Resignation, J. 215-217.
Scrupulosity, I. 261.

*''^'«'t«'J. 1- 189. 196; lU. ifls,

Self-distrust, i. 190-191.
Simplicity— trustfulness. 1 191

^ 19r204;ii.a70;Hi^;- '^•

-«!. 410. 440; 11. 631, 664- Hi
482. 640. ' "•

Slowness of mental det - lopment,
lj^4, 198, 629; of judgment,!.

T»ct, Hi. 100.

Tenacity of purpose, i. 315; H. 38,

?5i'^',»'.
207, 211,404,415

869; in. 29. 186,309,331.
Tolerance, 1. 316-317; U. 416 432

817, 635; Hi. 12-13; 18. '
Tradition, reverence for. 1 201_

302, 209.

Unity of purpose, 1. 200.
VerwUUty, 1.184; 11.168; iU. 465,

Vitalenergy, 1.185; Hi. 60, 488.
Vivacity, H. .593.

Walking, fondness for, 1. lie
Will-power, 1. 185, 189, 470.

eyesight, difficulties with.l. Ill I'M
140 142. 143, 173. 186, 2»S
^7 ',« ff«nealogy of, 1. 7-9 and

note. 16 and note^, 17 notei. , 029
Horoscope of, 1. 197. „, '• ^•„
Utters of, characteristic, of. I 6 •

ii sT' ^*°T' '• •^-^
180.

"=» "'• «' "• -—ST Stephen, Gladstone's travel.
I

with, 1. 173
; candidature of, in Flint-
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Residence, of, 1. a3!».233 note ; ii. 533note. ^^
Verses by. I. 38, 63 note, 118.

Gladstone, Mr.. W. E. (wife), on Olad-stone", dualitv 1 im- .!. .

"'""

I Oft """"V' '• "•'*• ancestry of,
«• 223; to p,«,ess Hawarten Castiifor life. 1. 3M; at Oxford (.8^8^

,3n; at Hagley, 1.572; fore' n trave
prescribed for, i. 59K; W«,d's^„
verMtions with. 1. 623 ffii'TatN^;:

with Duchess of Sutherland. Ii 183

rioters, 11. 211; aci^.mpanles Glad-

(1882), Hi. 102; has news of Caven-dUh murder. IH. 67; visit to BiarriU.

h.„rf* 'k "I "««-»^'ty tor- her hu.!band s hearing both sides. Ill 479

si*J;*'n',K'""'""'y' *• ««^ W
i^l« w"^'"°'"'™"le»thof.

i8^^.^ii?i^'''''°«''"«««"'»»

fi8^Ar2i?/^S'»»

~L^;„"J'"''^J'*'"' ''' * 227; lettersto^ Hawarden estate. 1. 340-343,

34^^2.' ^'".""ent-T career of. 1.

™ .^' «'«<l«tone unwilling to be-queath a title to. 1.384; speech at h^
147 ri'.il'"*''"."'

«"«>Wature, U.
1*7, Gladstone's letter to. on eccle.

dlssoutlon (1874). H. 487; Worce^
tershlre candidature of (I88O), H
614; return to Hawarden after elecl

I

"?»•"•«";'**""' °''"''»«>;otht.

I
^6^7 '"^' "• *• *^' «»' «<».

Glanvllle.citt,,',;. 209 and note 1.

'!!!f"Mi,o!'^.'!'""''''
'"""Knral addres.

at (1879), 11. 590-691: public me^
ing8,i.691-5!l2; IH. »fi.

Gleaning*, preparation of, ii. 681 • later
series of, Hi. 521.

'

16 and note s. •

Glenalmond. 1. 230-231 ; Hi 46<>
Glenelg. Lord. i. 144. 362.
Glynne, Lady, | 274,341.

"~i«f p'l*'!?,^
1"** "''° Gladstone, Mrs.

1 2iB
Gladstone's engageraent to,

\i
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Wyww, Sir StopiMii - eonlinwd.
hlie. i. 339; flnanclal affaln ot,
i. 337 «( Mf.; npalMd at aleo-
tlon (1807), i. 865; m«Biflc«iic« of,

M. UB; dMtb of, U. BOO; ether-
wUe mentlmied, 1. 20; U. 374,
3T9, 373 notei, 38S, 410, 418, 431,
446, 476.

Ooderloh, Lord, 1. 79, 431, 043.
OMth«, i. ISO, 302; it. 407, 034.

Gordon, Colonel, i. 228.

Arthur, tee Staomore.
-^General, adviies •vscuatloB of

SoudM, iU. 147-148, 103-104; sug-
gMted for the work, til. 149; previ-
oua career of, ill. 149 note*; agreea
to policy of evacuation, lU. ISO, 103-
100; cbaracteriitleaof. 111. 101; popu-
lar feeling for, ill. 102, 1S6; changes
hia plans, ill. 102; appointed tempo-
rarily governor-general of Sondan,
III. 102; Instruetions of, 111. 103, 104,
S04; views of, on the situatioo. Hi.
103, 100; reqneit regarding Zobeir,
111. 100-160; shows Khedive's secret
flrman, ill. 160-162and note i

; reports
Umaelf safe. 111. 162; relief expedi-
tions to, contemplated, lil. 162-1A4;
Nile expedition to, despatched, ill.

160; death of, ill. 166; Gladstone's
estimate of, 111. 160; OUdstone's
views of appointment of. 111. 177, 196.

Gorham case, 1. 31«, .J7»-381, 632.
Gorres, Dr., I. 319-^20 and notei.
Gortchakofl, 11. 10, 343, 300, 303 note,

304,305.

Goschen, O. J., Included In Rnsaell
cabinet (1860), 11. 106 and noUi; on
Irish Church bill, il. 274; bill of, for
throwing open all lay degrees, 11. 313

;

on civil service reform, 11. 310; presi-
dent of poor law board (1868), 11.

6« ; Local Rating bill of, 11. 377, 388

;

first lord of admiralty (1871), 11. 640;
considered for excbeqner (1873), 11.

463 ; opposition support of, i. 472-473

;

opposes reduction of estimates (1874),
II. 483-48* ; at Constantinople, III. 9-
10; on Sondan question, ill. 170, 176;
votes with conservatives on CoUlngs'
amendment, ill. 288; against home
rule, lU. 291 note, 294; defeated in
Edinburgh, Hi. 343; chancellor of
exchequer (1886), ill. 364; compared
with Hartington, 111. 366; urged by
Hartington to join the government,
III. 367 ; budget (1887) , ill. 380 ; other-
wise mentioned, li. 498, 803, 004, 063,
629,644-640; 111.220,268.

Gealbvm, Henry, appointed ekaacellot
of cidMqaer, i. 9t0; attitude of,
towarda repeal. 1. 383; towaida Lord
Derby, I. 410; otherwiae entloned,
1. 271, 420, 473.

Qovemmeut Annultiea bill, U. 0^3,
120.

'

power*, I. 304.

Gower, V. Leveson, 11. 409 note.
Lord Ronald, II. 183.

Grafton, Duke of, U. 467.
Graham, General, Ul. 17&

Sir .lame* :

—

CAronototpy—Reform advoeatad by,
1. 143; corn laws defended by, 1,

114, 249; resigns on Lrlsh church
question, i. 104; estimate of Peel,
I. 248, 263; attitude towards pn,-
tection, 1. 203, 302; bill on Irish

colleges, U. 434; supporU Peel un
repeal, 1. 383; views on Peel's
euloglum of Cobden, I. 290, 2!Ki;

on Peel's changes of policy, 1. 2Ui;
on Disraeli 's agricultural distress
motion. L 304-306; Don Pacifico
debate, I. 3[i8; papal aggresgion
question, 1. 407; Ruaaell's pro-
posal to hicludo, L 416; deiides
for Russell rather than Derby,
1. 418-421 and note, 423, 424;
views on Gladstone's attitude to
Disraeli, 1. 432; Russell's attitude
towards, 1. 444 ; refum* chancel-
loraliip ot exchequer, 1.447-448;
on OUdstone's representation of
Oxford, L 403; on Gladstone's
budget, I. 460, 466; misRivings of,

i. 466, 467; on Napoleon in., i.

480; on Peelltes' position regard-
ing Palmerston, I. 034; opposes
Roebuck's proposal, I. 038: re-

signs, 1. 530; reason for resigning,
1.942; efforts for peace, I. 0I(>;

Gladstone's relations with, i. 5.51,

909; position of, contrasted with
Gladstone's, 1. 005; diaconrages
Gladstone's communicating with
Derby, 1. 052, 536; views of, on
reconstructed government, i. 061

;

on Divorce bill, i. 071 ; uneasiness
regarding Gladstone, 1. 081 ; on
party relationships. 1. 084 and
note ; Disraeli's attitude towards,
1.084, 087; Inclines to Gladstone's
Joining Derby, I. 086, 090, 091 ; in

sympathy with Palmerston 's gov-
ernment, i. 628; on Russell's
despatch regarding luiy, ii. 16;

death of, ii. 87-88.
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£»*«ttof , RMhod of, 1. 188.
lErtlili»te of, 1. W-108.

i!*^ T*"". 1. 407; othenrlw
nentioned, J. 128, m 238 aiT

ao. 44a. 44«. 449. 482, 4TO Jij
«», 81«. m, 836 ftio S^' ««•

''"^^W."""
"*• "• ^'^'^-^' *». 334.

OTmnt, General. H. 40a

^^CK"- *"''•"'"•'•'•
I

C»ro«ofcj;y_OnceMlon of C.n«da.
J. «B7io<e

; 01, Gladstones budget
|;4W; oaPeelltes- refusal tojota
P«lmer«ton, I. SM; tries to form
f

Kovemment, i. etiS; French

hl.^' ^' '!!'" *" Gladstone onW» leadership. II. 172 ; again.,

dZ^TJ^""""""'*^"™
rl^l' ; ?^= "" Gladstone's

ara-J7I. 274-279. 645; foreign sed
«tary(,870),||.324.644;Tffom

^;^"!^»«'-P'»-«anwar.ll'«^O0, 335; deprecates Glad-
•tones absence. II. 422; Glad
stone's dally conference, with, H.338

;
on annexation of Alsace and

Lorraine, 11. 348; on Black Sea

349^351. 388; on Collier appolnt-

L ««.'..*"• "PPo*-* honours

^h "• ."-. **' consultations

«7 i«o"
""'i!t«'"»l crisis 11. 446-w, 402; at Hawarden (1873). H.

474; advocates resignation before
as^mbling 11.492; on question^
leadership. 11. fiOi; on Italian viewotVaUean Decrees pamphlet, II.
030; reports Disraeli's proposed
'Mignatlo„.li..MO;onBulgS
question. H. 850. 852. mTo^-lews on the party vote. 11.568.

S"'^"'""
"'' *•» P"^«> '"retoldhy Gladstone, ii. .582. annmv..

Gladstone's MIdlotS.Si
ture. .884, 88.^. views on lea^e^
^P.".e01-602 and note. 620-621.
624; omUslon of, by the Qown
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dlMpproved by Oladatoiie. II. aa •

{l«l-«), III. 74, 7B^^ „. ,^
to Gladstone on renewed offer ofP^raW. lU. 104; conferenceron
Franchise bill. IU. 137, 138; con
"•£»»;?•»«•• 'te-. on evacuation

152 and note, 167 «ore» lay ,fl^

Gordon to Soudan, ill. iflo- at M.
iend^fr.lli.l50n«e;GW»rone!i

(May sr,), ill. i9i_jfl2. ,,
plan of central board for Ireland
111. 19'; on Gladstone's refusal «f

In^^lT' "'• '^"^ """"pond.

^« n?':?""'*"""* »" liberalP«ty 111. 232-238; ., Hawarden«id Chatsworth, ill. 281; Glad-stones consultations with, ill
281, 2M, 268; view of Irish,itnal

^dn«' '^' «"««•«<»•••• tnem^»ndnm Hi. 270-272; decline,
wqa^-^nif Gladstone to co™*
late cabinet. III. 269; colonial sej
j;etary.Ul.2»7«ofe declawitehome rule. HI. 291 and no,e.2S'

f»?„''"?^Tl'"'*' *° Chamberl
lain s Irish scheme. HI. 291 ; Glad-
•tone CO ,alt. with, on birthday
dtoner HI. 322; golden wedding
presentation to Mr. and Ifrs. Glad-

Kendel s on Pamell affair. HI 4M
note

; death of. ill. 462
"

Brevity of letters of, ii. 626.
Gladstone's appreciation of, 11.414.

loyalty to, 11. 69W»1, mi, 619,'
his estimate of Gladstone. 11. 415-
Gladstone's letters to. 11. 288 289*

063. 687; Hi. 57. 83, 93. 101. 103I
109,113. 131. 171. 174. 176. 210m
236. 281. 268-270. 282, 413. ^

Temporising tendency of. H. 602

493 496 nofel, 624. 636-636. 648;
M. 39. 106. 130, 18!). 233. 240. 244M3, 297, 410, 417. 46!». 462, 473. 47?'
«4.4«5, 493. 502, 519.'857 6161^17
644

; HI. 5, 102, 112. 186. 414
"rattan. Henry. Ii. 889; Hi. 313-314.339
Gray, Sir John. 11. 292.
Greece:—

llfl

• li I
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Otmm— eonfinucd
Don PmIIIcu cm«, I. OBH-mi, and

nuU, 'S!3, :t74.

Ionian lalantiitilMlron* of union with,
I. SW, (KXMns, 014; Mdad to, I.

too.

OladNUme'ii buaget (IxaO) popular In,

II. 11>; Glodatoiie'i political Jttblli*

comiiieinoratad by, ill. 91 ; tribute
at bit death, III. 932.

Saliibury policy ruKanllOK, ill. 028.

Theaaaly ami EpiriiH (Itwired for, by
Palmemtun and Ruiaell, 11. 07H.

Oreekf, |K*aition of, In relation to Tur-
key, 1. 477.

Oreen, J. H., i. 4SS.

J. R., 11. Ml.
Oreenwiob :

—
Dockyard Huppreued, II. 374.

Oiaditone'a election for (1868), II.

2B1 and note i
; speech at, 11. 371

;

dlipute aa to vacating aeat by
becnming chancellor of ezcheqaer
(187.1), 11. 4«S-472; manifesto to

(1874), 11. 4»7-»»9; election for, 11.

490; election address, 11. 490 and
tmt« ; refusal to stand for (1879),
11.684.

Greenwood, J., 11. 618 note.

Greg, W. R., I. 46.

Gregory vii., Pope, 11. 816.

XVI., Pope, Hi. W.
GrenvUle, Lord, 1. 104, 223 and notth

293, 446.

Thomas, I. 223 note i.

George, I. 223 and note K
Greswell, Richard, i. :»0, 409.

Oreville, A., 11. 463 note.

C, 1. 121 note; 243, 470; 11. 29; iU. 419.
Gr^vy, M., Hi. 106.

Grey, General, Gladstone's letter to, on
foreign policy, H. 316; Gladstone's
appreciation of, Hi. 316.

Otherwise mentioned, U. 99. 103,

262,267; Hi. 173.

Lord, dissolution by (1831), I. 69;
resignation of (1832), 11. (i53; govern-
ment of, broken up (1834), i. 113, 164;
attitude of, towards Lord J. Russell,
1. 297; refuses oflice (1816), I. 367; H.

244 ; Althorp and Russell opposed to,

i. 430; Taylor's estimate of, Hi. 488;
otherwise mentioned, i. 76, 77, 104,

222, 241, 418, U3; 11. 238, 43(i, 619;
HI. 223, 289 /wtfi, 636.

Lord de, see Ripon.
Sir George, defends slave appren-

ticeship law, 1. 146; home secretary
(186S), 540 note ; leadership of Com-

mons hjr, desired by Gladstone, it.

leU-lOii, IM); estimate of Ulaiittone,

11. 174; deillaes to Join Uiadstone's
cabinet (IWW), II. 283; on Irish Land
bill (1870), U. 2IIB; otherwise men-
tioned, I. IW, 3U7, 3U1 notf*, 676; II.

33, 100, lot, 106, 401, 4:16, •lUfMKW.

Grilllon's dining club, 1. 2:t7-238, 230.

Grosvenor, Lady, Hi. MX
Lonl, 11. 1!«, a)l-20a, 200.

Lord K., Hi. auU, 270.

Grote, George, i. 200; II. 306, 370, 430.

Mrs., cited, IH. *.

tiulzot, F.-P.-U., on state of Italy, 1.

31M ; Aberdeen's letter to, I. 44)i;

estimate of Cavour, II. 6-7; lettrrs

from, 11. 03:1, 6:18 ; sends Gladstone
bis Peel, 11. 63H ; otherwise meutioueU,
I. 163, 229, .171 ; II. 100. 102, 220, 240.

Gurdon, Mr., II. 468.

(lumey, 8amuel, 1. 461.

Gurwood, Colonel, 1. 228.

Haimmi, i. 137, im.
HaUfax, Viscount (Charles Wood), on

Gladstone's budget (1863), i. 466,

466, 468; bndgete of, criticised by
Gladstone, I. 470; first lord of admi-
ralty, I. B40 note ; objects to French
treaty project, 11. 21; on Pajwr
Duties bill, II. 31, 33, 37; estimate of

financial statements of, II. 50; crt>

ated viscount (1866), H. 223 notp;

views on condition of liberal party

(1867), H. 228; on Gladstone's i>osi-

tlon in the House, II. 229; tletliiies

Irish vice-royalty, 11. 263; on Irl.sli

Church bill, 11. 278; Alabama case.

li. 401, 411; appreciation of Glad-
stone, II. 414; Lord privy seal (187(i),

II. 644 ; on defections of liberal party.

11.436; on the Greenwich seat ques-
tion, 11. 471; on election of 1874, ii.

494 ; otherwise mentioned, i. 222, 2!*7,

420 and notei, *SS, 491, 492, 621, 623,

624, 648; H. 36.3, 604, 630-636.

Hall, Jane, i. 16.

Newman, 11. 134.

Hallam, Arthur, Gladstone's friendship

with, I. 39-42, 66-67; In Memoriain
stanzas dexcriptive of, I. 39 tiote;

estimate of Gladstone, I. 96; death
of, I. 108; Gladstone's mourning for,

i. 108-109,112; otherwise mentioned,
1. 34, 37, 64.

Henrv, 1. 112, 137, 220, 230, 329; iii.

476.

Henry (junr.). i. 229-230.

HamUton, 10th Duke of, 1. 102.
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Walter, Blihup of (teiuhn*. «ii ^

QW.IOU,'. i.tt.,Von 'J^S; i"'j

-— NIr Wlll|,n,. I. 8,
nnnimoud, E., U. 334 ^^

I<ord (H. B. ^ Rm-^\ J .

university d,b.«,.^.<«W«ii

que.tIon'.r*?' Greenwich «,,;

writ « ' IL *f
• "P'y wgartllnK

of IMO. in the^LH,'*'^''"''"*
tion, ill Cia ,«5,?'"'"'«'' i""*-

Wn.t!;Jt;uSi„S=„3!^«^^^^^

/"^ii'S."^-'"- "2' '''««'

—- John, 1. 413-414.

nandley, W. F., 1. pa-gg
Harcourt, L. V., 1. 72

~^o,'' r'^!"' T ''°""«» Enll..»entAct. i. 3n!t note; Bollcltor^feneral

Mat question 1. 470; home seoretanr.
li. 6W; speech on Kliartoum vote ofcensure, ill 176; Gladstone" consultation with, ill. 288- decl«r«. V
borne rule. 111. 2ni'^;,.'',^»^«^Jj'
-nfe«^ce convened by', ill. ^;S^«*« and note; chancellor of ei-eheqner (18«6), m. 29B. 297 note-
Partyloyaltyof,

III. 296 aM^^^i'-

Xr^^llf^^^'l'^^'* - i-^-llrM«r, Hi. 4J4 note; chancellor of
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iJ,;
-^^ -^^ »3. aw. iM, 43a; «S;

-— littarlof (I7at), 1. fl„7

,
„ "Pl»*l to. II. 444.

BWttack

l!Il"''"";«-IO"«o/,.78.ni.

"-— Archdeacon. 11. 423
Ilarr,.wby,Lord.

I. 7«. 133: H. 288 miH«tlnKto„. l,.rd. m^ve. V e
„,•"'•

•ure .,,, i,,rby Kovernment. '%^

«^,?^.i.o7h?.i^r,sVsS«^^

to, 11. aaiMioo, eotj. bw; 'lews ™
Jeadershlp, 11. manJ »o ,.h^^
.udle.jce at Windsor and i,"^f;
nested for India office, II. m, m-Indian secretary (ih«()), h.bs*: ^Ti
secretary (iwe), |i. fii* iu'j^compared with PaImer.,'o„?'|,|''S;
on loca option motion, ill C onevacuation of Cwidahw, 111 ,0

HfT r""""". "' Transva'.*!;

EnrpV Vi^^ Z T^Wrawal fr„«'^ypt (1««2), 111. igo; necotiatinii.

against fr.„chi«, ex.e„.i„ri'„ \t

Holker. Hi. lOB, 171 ; „„ avoidin"
oniberalrupture. Hi. 171; defend^

?we ill 178; opposes plan of centraloo«rd for Ireland, Hi. m; Glad-•tone's letter to. on cabinet crlsU

qnet to Lord Spencer, HI 2H-
Jf a,Ln?» .'••"»tr"»«'« repudiation

witn famell. ill. 220 oii . «j.».
With Chamberlain!lii.'*'2»;'*"j^°»

m
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HftrtiagtM, LoH, —whNhh^.
ovtwM* bom* niU, Mi. /W, »T, 9T3,

am ; UladntoocV iotun to, m Iriab

pnUey, ill. 'J-J.'iua, '/T3; rtpnweliM
C^MBbcrktla (or ladiioNtloii •! the
•locttou, 111. :jBI ; attawU baaquet
at B«ltMl, ill. aN; OruTiU*'! tIsH
to, ill. ail ; lettan tu UladatoM atid

to hit etelraan on Iriali •itnMloa,
III. aW; l«tt«r to the Tintt$, III. awt,

870, 'jra; PariMll'i attitwi* toward*,
lU. ITS; aanowcM poMlbiUty u(

eonntar-daclaration, iU. 2tU; rotes
wlUi CDOMfvatlrM <ia CoUIok>'
amendment, ill. 38H: decline* to
join Oladntcine'i cabinet. 111. 'BH;
•zplanatory letter. 111. 'jm-. Eighty
elub ipetK-b, III. 'JSa note ; ipeerli on
•eeond reading of Hume Rule bill.

111. aoi not»\ 8ia; at Opera Uoiue
MeUng, ill. XM; decide* to vote
against second readlnK. ill. XW; de-
clines Salisbury's offer tu head gnv>
•mment, ill. :m; Oladiitone's uom-
nrats on position of, ill. 3HtV-3(iH;

declines to join round table confer-
•nee. III. am-, urges Olailstone to
denounce plan of campaign. III. 971

;

otberwlse mentioned, II. 447, SOU,

804, SS3, am, am, «i(m<i7, «a, m4;
ill. 99, 1H6, 311), m>, :«i, :iH3,388,4;».

Harvey. Kev. VV. W., 11. 306-387.
1. lia atul note, 113.

Hastings. Warren. lU. 409.

Hatchard, J., I. 74.

Hatherley, Lord (W. Pace Wood), 11.

383-3HS, 414, 644, 643.

Hawarden:

—

Board school qoestion at, 11. 646.

Cattle plague at, 11. 196.

Gladstone's first vUit to (1836), I.

134; his marriage at, I. 223.

Oak Farm embarrassments of. I.

838 e( seq., :»«; Gladstone's pub-
lic finances infiuenced by, 1. 474.

St. Deinlol's library, III. 430, B21.

Tonrist plirrlmages to, il. 869.

Transferei .

'A of, to W. H. Gladstone,
1.344.

Hawkins, l!,aT.-. I (prorost of Oriel), L
379, 627 and note i

; III. 124.

Hawtrey, E. C. i. 30. 31. 229.

Hayter. Sir W. G.. 1. 440. 839 note;
11.29.

Hayward. A., ii. 382.

Healy, T., iii. 447, 451.

Heathcote, Sir William, Derby's inter-

mediary, i. 551 ; Walpole'g advances
to, 1. B83; Gladstone's letters to, i.

flS7, nO; Setter t > >.iadsto— on tax-
aUon, II. «au: eleelkin ot (UHB), II.

148 mx« i seetides Iroa Derby lov-
emmeiit (KM), II. 334.

Helena, Priaceas, U. W, 108.

UtUtHie faetor in IA« MmHtrn Pnbltm.
Th*. IL 658.

Helmbolts, 11. 830.

HMiley, J. W., 1. 417 ; 11. 81, aHfi.

Henry vui., King, Hi. 408.

Herbert, J. R., 11. 476.

Ueoix*, Gladstone's estimate of, II.

617.

—— Sidney, maiden speech of, 1. 113;
appointed secretary at board of con-
trul, I. 131 nott; on Peel'* eulogium
of Cobden, I. 203; Russell's propoMal
to, L 3S0; Peel's forecast rpgitrdiiiK,

I. 374 ; Gorham case, I. 381 ; sttlturle

of. towanU ttnit Uurby admiuUtra-
tion. i. 410; agaiiut Vllllera' amend-
meiit, I. 433. 4:15 atui itote ; on Uluil-

stune's budget. 1. 4liO, 467; favourn
dlsMolutlon. I. 4<I7 ; luvllerl by Derby
to Join government, I. A3S; refuses,

1. 036; Inclines tu Join Palmerstou, i.

833; wavers, 1.634; declines, i. &«
agrees to join, i. 636; reHlgns, I. SltU;

opposes Joining peace party, 1. 84«i;

Gladstone'14 friendsbip with, 1. 5.11,

559, 665-5116. 677; discourages Glad-
stone's communicating with Derby,
1. 552, 6B6; Derby 'it attitude towards,
I. 677 ; approves Gladstone's refusal

to Join Herbert, i. 578; views of, on
the Ionian question, 1. 596; work of,

dnring Cr^mei^: war, 1. 651-652; on
Paper Dni.ea bill, 11. o3, 37 ; on French
war ramontt; 11. 43 ; correspondence
with Gladstone on military charges,
II. 44; illness of, li. 113; death of, Ii.

88; otherwise mentioned, I. 65, 7!i,

361, 356, 406 note, 420, 423, ve*. 4(i8,

490, 492, 525. 527, 660, 576, I *«.
585, 617, M8; II. 47 note*, 184, 238,

636-636; ii.l04; iii. 485.

Herries, J. C, i. 112, 417.

Herschell, Lord, on the Bradlaug^ qnes-

tion, iii. 12; joins Gladstone's cabi-

net (1886). ill. 297 note; at rourul

table conference, iii. 364 note ; in cab-

inet (1893), ill. 4te note, 497 note^.

Herzegovina :
—

A -ian acquisition of, U. 83, 37G.

Re .It in, ii. 548, 567.

HeT7ley, Lady, case of, 1. 321-823.

Heywood, J., L 496; 11. 147 note.

Hicks, General, Ul. 145-146 and notr.

161.
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Htotf*. Birtop. II. aao.
OpUmiiim, Hir Jolm. I. JM »« *» ..«.and milt 1. • *"•• **• *>
Hwlgklnton. O.. ll. Sli and not, ioa

Holki-r. III. 188, iTi.
.Holfauid : -

Hollowsy, T.. II. 4W. • " **•

Honibury, II. 4S0 «,„/„„,«.

^^jj_^
.
o*. 111. JW, 3M, 3(15, 41B.

Home rule. ,„„„rf^,,,

--8irJ„Heph,||.a3B. ''"

Hope Adml«l, U. 18 „„,,-— Beroifonl. A. J. B.. 1| 294
^^P«^ott. Ml»». 11. 474,

•
^

1 lfi2''i'..^'
**''^'"""« Influenced bv

•to..,'. elde«t J.,.' i

.^^'"" •" "'•««-

Dr.IX;,r„Be,7'3?S'?"^''^'''''^"'
I STO-.isn ; • Q<"''>am case

'MO-din, death of, ii. 458- „,h«rwise mentioned. 1. 85 219-3U. o^'

Hor8ce.lll.4«2,49a,810.5
2 •

Horsman, E.. ||. 444 ,^, ^^
HouKhton. Lonl, 11. 212, 3U9

'

Houw-tax, 1. 106, 43fr-|^

How^ey. Archbishop. l.X75;U. 271, 11,

Howson, Dean. 11. 280.
'^''>ytake, 1. 239.
Htbner, Baron, 11.533.
"riMon, George, 1. 199.
-—Sir James, 11.(^6.'

of dSte^V 4 roZ'"?'*'"""'*
tfoned, 1. Vol m' "'i"'"'''^

»en-

371, 423.
""'^

• 362,
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neiitlone)!, 11. 433, 824.
"">«'-wj««

y*'"" candi.lature,
I. ;)-..i,, 3,333W; vindicate, (ilad,t.„.e (84?

p;.,«^... by. o:"ii4i::;
--

;4ad..one. 'cj^^ii^r's.i:

6«m« c«nimi.Hl,.n,
li. 401 4L It

«»-17; on nieanureg anln.t u

wbelH- .peech, ill. ll? „n%„*^ch'«e bill, ill. i35-ia^Xj;«^
0/ oen,are „„ Khartoum ail!, H?m; death of, lil. .Bfi.

""•'"•
' nwclal ability of, 11. ear.
Oilstone's entiaate of, iii. 386, 4«5««

,
his estimate of Gladstone 1

Ignatieff, General, ii .•«!,

Imperialism,
11. 39l-3<r>

In^ome^tax.*«„nd,,Taxat:..n.

Burke's work for, iii. 469.

lndies,1."r '""-' '- ^«»*
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India— contittued.

UoTernment of, contrutod with tlwt
of Ireland, il. 'iM.

Mutiny, France quiescent during, U.

44.

North-West frontier policy, ill. 10;
dimcnltles (IMS), Hi. 177, IKi-lHS.

Parliamentary indiffereuoe to affairs

of, i. lUi.

Troops from, for Sooth Africa, lit.

:<4 ; refuiied for Soudan, iii. 147.

IndulKenoes, i. .'ilO.

laglU, Sir Kiibert, Oxford candidature
of, i. 328, Xa, 333; Uladstone pro-
poHed by, for Oxford and Cambridge
club, I. !IH note; on China queiition,

i. 227; Gladstone's divergence from,
i. .121 ;

p«ilitical recorit of, I. 328; on
papal aggregHion, i. 409; denounces
IriMh provincial colleges, II. 434;
otherwise mentioned, i. 120, ?78, 306,

335, 336, 377, 427.

Ingop ^ver, iii. 3B.

Ingra: Or., ii. 4:t7.

Innocent in.. Pope, ii. 516; til. 425.

Insbes, family of, i. 17 >iu(e.

Invemesa, speech at, i. 476.

Ionian Islands :
—

Case of, i. 5tl7-601.

Gladstone's commission to, i. 504-
097; his arrival at, i. 002; his

scheme for, I. (ilO et $eq.

Greece, union with, desired by, 1.

im. (Va-mn, nu -, granted, i. 620.

Ireland :
—

Act of ITnlon —
Gladstone's views regarding, lit.

409.

Home rule in relation to, ill. 2Hn.

O'Connell's amendment for rei)eal

of (18.13), i. lOti; iii. 284 and
note.

Resolutions preliminary to, ill.

2!».

Agitation in, relief measures due to,

Hi. 410.

Ashbounie Act (1885), Hi. 287.

Assassination bill (184(i), i. 430.

Beaconsfleld's reference to, in elec-

tion addreHS (1880), H. 608; his

apprehension regarding, ill. 47.

Boyc-otting in, HI. 199, 243-244 and
note '.

Budget of ima, as afTecting, i. 462,

469-468,646.

Carnarvon's statement on (1888), lit.

211.

Central' board, «ee below Local gor-
emment.

Chamberlain's views on compulsory
expropriation. III. 224; his atti-

tude towards home rule. Hi. 22;i,

225 note >, •£», 267 ; his siieech on
condition of (.tune '85), iii. 2:(3~

234; his federation scheme, HI.

31(K«17, am, XW.
Chief secretaries fur. In Gladsttine'H

cabinuU (l8t>8-74), Ii. 044; (1880-

H5), Ii. (M; (1886), HI. 297 note;
(18!r.>), Hi. 491, 495 note.

Churches—
Presbyterian against home rule,

iii. 318.

Protestant epist^opal—
Appro]iriation question, i. Hi.

OisestabliKhwent of— diffliul-

ties of, ii. •iV-'IHH; prolinii-

uarien, ii. 259-2li.'<; bill in

the Commons, ii. 2IKl-'Jlit,

2lili; with the Ixirds, H. 2lilV-

271 ; back to the ('onimonx,

H. 271-272; ba<-lc to tlio

Lords, H. 272 279; nio<liticii-

tlons accepted by the Com-
mons, Ii. 280; debates on,

Hi. 57; Gladstone's letter

to the Queen on, II. 4'.'7,

645.

Disraeli's proposals for, H. 242.

Gladstone speaks on, in Parlia-

ment, i. I'M; at Newark, i.

129; his five resoluliiiii8

on, ill. 300; his attitii<l»

towards (1865), 11. 141-14:1;

(18(i5-68), H. 2:i»-240; hU
action regarding (1868), II.

24:1, 245-248.

Rome rule opp<ise<l by, ill. :il8.

Beform bill, Oladstone's spewh
on (18:KI), i. la-i; Inglis's

opposition to, i. 328.

Roman catholic, Pamell leadvr-

ship denounced by, Hi. 448-14!).

Coercion :
—

Actaand bills (m-n), 1.106; (t8t(>)

1.290; (1847-85) iH. 211 ; (IMiii)

H. 200; (1870) H. 297; (1880)111.

60,62; (1881) IH. 52 and note,

65, 71, 253, 374, 2!K note >
; (1882)

Hi. 70, 188-192, l»t, 198-19(1;

(1886) Hi. .150; (1887) ill. :tT.'5

and note, 376 and notet, 377-

:»78, 380.

Conservative party's repudiation

..f. ill. 212-214 267 ; revival of,

OS a last resort, ill. 278-27!);

uV" 1 -e regarding, iii. 'iHH; pro-

posal of, IH. 287; Salisbury's
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;|wenty yew' p,op<«I, «,.

Pfcniell'g view of. jn »,„. ,,,

Devon <-ommlMl„n (18M), » ors

Election reHulta In (ihso) (i „„
„ (1««3) III. 252-2SS nSiV, ,

•
*"

renians in

:

P«n,en-. „„e^^ convention
with a spy regnrting. ill 404

Kot»of(i«67),l|.a,l.*'
*^-

Bel^ of pri„,„e„ (,„o), «.

-J*"!Pf»' (»«««). 111. 373.
Fln^oial relation, con,n,i«ion.

i.

FlUOeraid-«„an7*,„„,i.3,.
Franchise extension in, ill. 139-142

wirr "aB^L-"'-' --•"«<,

^i. hl« visit to (1877), II 671Government of Ireland JljILz^. Home rule ,mrf,r Mi.IE"
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Home rule for • -—

Bin o"IISri'"""^' '»•"'•»

Amendments propowd for, 111.

"I- .»-'. 304, 307. ;«!» .t>4

g|^^|.^p..sed, ill.W
Defeat of. Hi ;m

Financial provisions of. m

3,,',
'•*'««'«. lli.3I(K3la.

*^/|,''''l«'»'"'t"f. after wcona
^KliUK, MgKexted, III. 33».

JliKfjo n«cf no<c».

Summary of, |||. Mfwwi
*!SMi'°" P"'vUiong oir iii

^Ing, »ugKe»t«d, Hi. 33a.

W»h rep«»entation, ill. 4^.

Ml 49!^"'' 'r~""« '"•««'.in. *a»-efXi; majority, Ifl.flM:

"^; tlilrd reading. HI
jW^efeatinHouseofLrdi

^'
"/

'""* representation

-

quMtlon of (iHSfi). „e <,jo„^
«^BIIIof,8«r...Glad«,:S
speech on, at swani^a (I8«7),

OI«^ ;/""*• '^- 23*. 2B7.
Oladstone's ipeech on, at Aber-

""en (1871). li. 378; 1"; TetS,;
o..(1».I).i,i.„7; hi. attitude

(1888), 111. 2I5-21B, ZM-Ml-
•"er the election., |||. asftl



614 IKDBX

IieUnd— continued.

Home rule for— eemtinued.

283; hia pamphlet on, ill. 352

and note >.

Hartington's opposition to, iU.

233, 267, 273.

Independence of nationalist vote

desirable for concession of, ill.

238.

Liberal party in relation to:—
Central organisation declares

for Gladstone, iii. 323.

Cleavage in, ill. 291 aiid note,

302-303, 324; Gladstone's

decision to act regardless

of, iil. 288-304; number of

seceders on night of the

division, iii. 341.

Dissentients' meeting in com-
mittee room IS, iii. 336-337.

Meeting of, at foreign office,

Ul. 332-333.

Vacillations of, iii. 323.

Waiting attitude counselled by
Gladstone, iii. 28S ; adopted,

iii. 286.

National pronouncement for, iii.

282-258.

Pamell's demand for, iii. 232.

Popular sentiment regarding, iii.

330,342.

Salisbury's attitude towards, iii.

231, 233, 239, 242-244.

IhgUs's views on, i. 279.

latimidaUon in, iU. 198, 199, 211, 283,

28T.

Invincibles, iii. 70, 103.

Jansenism in, iii. 384.

Lady correspondents on turbulence

in, ii. 531 ; iii. 348.

Land League :

—

Commission on, iii. 398, 401 et *eq.

Gladstone's view of, iii. 47, 69.

L«nd Act of 1881 in relation to,

Ui. 57, 66.

Land tenure in :
—

Acts and bills :
—

(1849) ii. 287.

(I860) ii. 287 and note.

(1870) ii. 294-296; iii. 49; pre-

cautions against eviction, ii.

294 ; debates on, iii. 57 ; Vat-

ican decrees inimical to par-

liamentary success of, 11.

fill ; Greek congratulations

on, ii. 632 ; effect of, Ui. 257

;

failure of, iii. 04.

(1881) iU. 63-07; debates and
speeches on, IU. 66-67 ; Par-

nell's attitude towards the

Act, Ul. 57-61; nationalist

efforts to amend the Act,

iii. 66; inadequacy of, iii.

254; effect of, iil. 257; se-

cured by agitation, iU. 410;

unpopular, iii. 537.

(1885) iii. 190, 194-190, 197;

widespread repugnance to,

iU. 310, 324-327, 332.

(1886) pressed by Spencer and
Morley, iii. 301; interest in,

eclipsed by home rule, iii.

310 ; first reading of, iU. 313

note.

(1887) iil. 373-374.

Dual ownership, Ui. 04, 60.

Encumbered Estates Act (1849),

ii.287.

English ignorance of, U. 281.

Peculiarities of, U. 285-286.

Landed gentry, rule of, destroyed

by Uberal party, Ui. 256-257.

Local government for (other than
home rule):—

Canadian scheme suggested, iii.

215, 317.

Central t>oard scheme, Ui. 193;

Gladstone's attitude towards,

iU. 191, 193-194; Pamell's ap-

proval of, Ui. 194, 231, 291 ; hia

repudiation of, iii. 215, 23U;

his conversation with Carnar-
von regarding, iU. 230-231 ; lib-

eral cabinet's attitude towards,

iU. 194, 291.

(bounty Government biU discussed

by Gladstone and Chamber-
lain, iU. 225 and note *.

Federation views of Chamberlain,
Ui. 316-317, 327, 339.

Gladstone's letter to Forster on

(1882), iii. 58.

Small holdings and allotments

bill. Chamberlain's views on,

iii. 224 and note.

Haamtrasna debate, iil. 213, 279.

Military v. moonlighters in, iii.

362.

Mitchelstown affair, Ui. 380-383.

National League :
—

Bill to deal with, proposed by

Hicks Beach, iii. 287.

Commission upon, Ui. 398, 401 et

»eq.

Elections influenced by, iU. 2U.

Power of, iU. 278.

Papal intervention in, suggested, iii.

62-63; on plan of campaign, iU.
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1U.MB.'
•" ^^^^ l«"le»BUp,

ftrnell's pcition In (1890), Ul. 431-
Jj«tan..furth,.p,ii;ill.«7:

^""i'^ "'^7 "1 cond'tlon of (183G). 1.
133; hU declilon »g,i„gt Qiad-
•tone for chief seereUry. i. a«and note.

j. •• *»i

Peer, Iri,h called to Howe of
I*fd»byBeaooi,«fleld.li.4a>no<f

IPhoBnix Park murders lU ct o^"
308, 391. ' '"• ^' *•

Plan of cunpaign :—
En|ltah and Scotch view of. 111.

Nature of. Hi. 369-370, 373
ftnieU'. attitude towaidg, ill. 370

«i.5^~°'*"""*'°*»'» «»'.

Ulrter, for, encouraged bv
Churchill, ta 371 noir^ ^

Poerio'a arrival in, 1. 401
Queen's attitude toward.', ii. 426

Bents in :—
Arrears bill (1882), IH. 88.
Beach on, Hi. 369, 373.
BeMborongh commission on, HI.

Buller's evidence on, iii. 372
Conservative vacillations rJeard-

»njf, iii. 373-375.
*^

^^^°°»«'«ton on (1887), iii

*''*4w,4ia'*""°
'"•***••"••"

Parnell on, ill. 359, 372.
Blchmond commission on. iii 54

EnglUh government, Gladstone'slew of, i. 129.
««»w>ne s

Social condition of (1886), iii 297

SreS^bi'iK'n":'"-^'^-

^TpJUf'"".
"»°^"«»ent'8 effect on

feeling towards, i. 308.
Ulster :—

Elections of 1885 in, iii. 282-283
««^tone's consideration of, ill.

Home role opposed by, lil. 327. 1

Flan of campaign for, encouraged
by Cmir,*Ul, 111. 371 note

615

Separate assembly for, ,oi«-.
tlon of, iii. 332.

"'W"^
Solemn League and Covenant for.

Variation in renti, attitude
towards, iii. 374.

'

university education in :—

Irish JSl^fi*'"*"^'""'
»'-«•«*.

Aberdeen, attitude towaids, 1. 444

slbiity towards (1892), m. 483.
Bright s estimate of, iii. 328
Cleavage of (1890). ili.SBO.

'

Committee Boom Fifteeu. iii. 443and note 9-462.

Conservative understandlnn with Iii

'"'^t'^„:ift''7^^'"
«"<»««>.

Depeudenco upon, undesiiable for
•etttement of home rule question,

Exclosion of. from Westminster, pro-^< Hi. 302, 304, 307, 309J^
^:*^'°PP°^''"- 324-328. 327
332, Gladstone's speech on, .tSwansea (1887), iii. 386; questionOt (1892), iii. 497-498.

'"**"*'"

Gladstone, estrangement fwm, onIta an question. 11. 12?; „„ hi.
Vatican campaign. !1. .vB: vitu
peration of (1882), iii. 89; Jeneral
attitudetoward lii.94 fj^i^n
to (1893), iii. act,.

''""'at'on

introduction of, iii. 311. accent.
anceof,iii.319. '

^^^^

"'l^.iJ'''';!^"*'
""' •"""<»« to.

wards, 441, 444, 445.

'*iK'"°°*"'^' ''*'"'=°' '• «i8;

"• 1*1; support of (1884), Mi. 143and note*; opposition to (1888) ^
Ui-184, dislike of, iii. 274; Tli:
ance with, apprehended hy torv

Ln.1.!!?'"/;.^'
alliance ^.Z

P»»h«l. ill. 370; impossibility
of uniform actiou with. 111.871
Obstructionist t^^tJos of. Mi. «
61-63. 67, 133, 134.

'

iii

h'.^
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blah pwty

—

eonfinued.
Papal reicript, attitude towards, ill.

384.

Farnell re-elected by (Nov. 1890),
ill. 438; effect on, of Oladitone't
letter, UL 442; split on leader-
ship question, iii. 4SO-4S2; at-

tempts at an understanding, ill.

4SB.

Pomellltes, Ui. 4S8, 47a
Bevolutlon in parliamentary pro-

cedure effected by, iii. 377.

Russell, attitude towards, 1. 431.

Separate parliamentary organisation
of (1874), ii.4Ul.

Spencer, Lord, attitude towards, iii.

108.

Strength of (1885), iii. 2S3, 2SS.

Violence of (1880-«6), ill. 308.

Irving, Edward, i. 44, loa
Sir H., ii. 604.

bmail Pasha, lit. 14B note*.

Italian language, 11. 648.

Italy :-
Alabama tribunal, represented on,

ii. 40S, 412.

Austria — tyranny of, i. 38^-403;
Aberdeen's views on, 11. 641-642

;

Gladstone's Letters on, to Lord
Aberdeen, i. 392, 394 and Tiote, 396

;

Aberdeen's view on the letters, i.

398, 399 note*, 401, 641, 642; effect
rf the Letters, i. 39&-398, 400-401

and note*; Austrian war (1859), i.

618, 620 nofe»; iltyetteq.
Eastern question, attitude towards,

11. 571.

Ecclesiastical policy of, Gladstone's
views on, ii. 510 note.

Finance of, ii. 107.

France— aid from, 11. 7-«, 14; alli-

ance sought by(1870), ii. 323; neu-
trality during Franco-Prussian
war, ii. 344.

German alliance of, ill. 414.

Gladstone's visit to (1850), i. 389-393;
(1869) i. 618; (18(i6) ii. 213-219;
(1889) iii. 413; Italian recognition
of his services, ii. 533; iii. 532; his
views on policy of (1888), iii. 413-
415, 561.

Rome occupied by government of, in
Franco-Prussian war, ii. 343, 512.

Savoy, distinct from, ii. 22.

Smyrna demonstration favoured bv.
iii. 9.

Sues canal protection, invited to help
in, iii. 80.

Uniflcation of, U. 17; Gladstone slow

to advocate, i. 389, 390; ii. 12-13;
effect of movement on England,
ii. 123-124.

Venetia transferred to, ii. 214.

Ithaca, i. 603.

Jackson, Dbam, 1. 49 and noU*.
Jacubson, Bp., 1.457; IL 148.

Jamaica :
—

Apprenticeship system In, i. 145.

Slave estates in, i. 22.

Suspension of constitution of, pro-
posed, 1. 221.

James, Sir Henry, made attorney-
general, ii. 463 note, 470; on tlie

Greenwich seat quextiun, i. 470; on
the Bradlaugh question, iii. 12:
Gladstone's regard fur, iii. 110; Cor-
rupt Practices bill, i. 97 wotei; iii.

110; Coiiings' amendment, iii. 288;
on spies, iii. 404 note.

Sir Walter, Gladstone's letters

to, 1. 357, 409, 549; otherwise men-
tioned, ii. 557, 665.

Jansenism, iii. SiH.

Jeffreys, H. A., i. 71, 72, 80.

Jelf, W. E., ii. 386.

Jenner, Dr., ii. 99, 103.

Jerusalem :
—

Bishopric question, i. 308-309, 312.

Greek and Latin dispute regarding
holy places in, i. 478.

Jessel, Sir G., ii. 463 note, 468-470.

Lady, iii. 106.

Jesuits, ii. 516.

Jeone, Dr., 1. 499, 506.

Jevons, W. S., ii. 57.

Jews :
—

Admission of, to parliament, 1. 376-

377 ; opposed by Gladstone, 1. 106;
by IngUs, i. 328.

Disraeli's sympathies with, ii. 552-

553, 558; iii. 475-176.

Eastern question, attitude towards,
11. 571.

Peerage recommended for, by Glad-
stone, ii. 429.

Rothschild's work for, Ul. 11.

Jingoism, iii. 173.

Jocelyn, Viscount, 1. 296.

Johnson, Dr., ill. 481.

Reverdy, Ii. 401 note*.

Jones, Rev. J., 1. 11.

Ernest, i. 396, 400.

Joubert, General, iii. 25, 29, 34, 30.

Jowett, B., supports Gladstone at Ox-
ford, 1. 335; on Oxford reform, i. 601,

502; Gladstone's appreciation nf, !.

006, 512; advocates civil service re-
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Joy, Henry Haij, ,. 39, 34.

817

Kawawi, treaty of. U.aao.
Kean, Charles, H. 828.

Kempi.,ThomMj».ii.i86,
187,

*«'' Gardens feud, ii. *».
KnaUfa, the, ill. 144.
Kjiartoum.,ee„,^,gouj

n^f^;. ^'' "'• '»«' privy <eal(1«»).11.644; on Alabama else H

onT«„ ^' correspondence, etc.

«., • •'^
= '*^'<'«» against a Trans^

:*f} commission, iii. 33 andZT-todian secretary (im), U.Witoihome rule, ili. 291 notP- inwi
'

Diary ^l»^^HJ, iii. 297 jjotg. presidenfofcouncil and Indian se..re;a?r(iS

11 'fln
""

t'
"''"' eabinet^o^dl

King Locke, 11. 136, 653.

Klngsley, Dr., U. 143.
—-Rev. C, il. 433.
Kir^ff. Colonel, 11. 567 note.
Kitchener, Major, 111. 166.

Kna^^hhnll,81rE.,i.^,-4ao,. u.i«
Knollys family, ii. 100.
Knowles, J., m. aoe, 388, 360
Knox, Alexander, 1. 161.
Knntsford, Lord, ill. 48 note.
Kordofan, Hi. 145.
Kossath, 1. 402, 418

J:*»°''*^=««».H.L.. 1.420 note 1.

^^t;u'n*;.tn'3S't:ita^
to^Qladstone-s lorZZ^Z^^J
UJ8, 107, 219, 610, 619; otherwia^
«»eaUoned, 1. 396 ; ii. I84.

"'"'^

Ulng'.Nek.lii.34,a6,37,43.
J*ke, Dean, 1.338; 111. 88.
Lamartine, cited, 1. 396.

J*mb, Charles,!. 216 a»»d note 1
Lambert, Sir John, 11. 226, 467-468
Lamennais. i. 200, 487.
lAOcashire:

"^rll?? "'T"^"-'"**' of, 11.66 •

Gladstone's relief works,H.^
riU'

/ortltud. under disll*^

Gladstoue's speeches in (1864) n
131; (18«6), 11. 178; il^' ^•tand for ,1866). „.l4J;Xai^
didature, H. 14^147; Welec^I^.

Lancaster, T. W. L., 1. in.
Landed property : —

^""ii! m."°'' '•«"«>'««»»>«t. on,

{.U^bud,et p«.posa,s rega^SJ.'

^lrel.„.U_n,«.^^„^,,„^,.

repeal, I. 289; on reform, i. 416- n*.tiwment of, 1. 446; on Qladsto'n?^
budget. 1. 465. 466; attempu tolorma government, 1. 628; fails 1 kw
ccmditionaliy consents'J'il'p.^^
P^i™

'.^"^•'""nent, 1. 833; assignPataerston,
1. 839; recommend"£«rby for premiership, I. 876; othei!wUe mentioned,!.

78. 43,,™493"X
- 8th Marquis of, ill. 48, 90Lanyon Sir O.. 111. 31-32. 40, 43 noteLand Archbishop, ill. 48O.

Law of nations,. 370, 371 note.
J-yard, Sir A. H. L., ili. 2.
t«b<Baf, Marshal, 11. 334
Lecky, W. E. H., ill. 42s'.

«ii'
^^**^''^ elected for (1880), H.6« and „o/«^ his visit to (1881), 1

J^ii. m °"^''"'"' """"•^
leedt Mercury, iii. 264 note.
Lefevre, J. G. Shaw-, 1. 282; 11 6B4- ill

291 note, 495 no^e.
'°'•"^•^

Le^y duty, «e« Succession duty.

o^'ll^U"*' ^'-J-tone^review

Legh, , ii. 147 ^fg
Leighton, F. K. (warden of All Souls').

-— Archbishop, 1. 319.
Lelth, Gladstone's elecUon for, iU. sj*.
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Leo xin., Pope, ill. 383-385.

Leopardl, esMy on, 111. MH,
Leopold I., 1. 440.

n., King of Uw Beliiaoa, U. 190,

4S8; ill. Itia.

Prince, ii. 2m.
(HohenzoUtirn), 11.323-338. 330,

332, 333 noU.
LeHepe, M. de, i. 091, SU2; 11. 033.

XcMOfw in Mauaere, ii. StiO, 062.

Lewis, Sir O. Cornewall, on American
civil war, il. 09, 80, M and note; on
Iriab agrarian outrage, 1. 281 and
note; on Oladatone'a inflnence in

Oxford, 1. 499; criticises Gladstone's
budget (18S9), 11. 19; succeeds Glad-
stone as chancellor of exchequer, 1.

S39-M0 ; budget of (18B0) , i. BIT, BSO-

062; Gladstone's differences with, on
finance, II. 22, 67, 623, 632; agree-
ment with, 11.633; objecU to French
treaty project, 11. 21 ; on l^per Duties
bill, ii. :t3, :it ; views of, on nature of
government, ii. 63; cabinet stmggle
with Gladstone (1862), 11. 9»; Glad-
stone's estimate of, ii. 67; Us esti-

mate of Gladstone, i. 047; death of,

U. 67; otherwise mentioned, 1. 229,

206, 374, 441, 481 note, 019, 624; U.

31, 00, 194, 630-636; lU. 030.

Lfewis, Sir Gilbert, Gladstone's letter to,

11.67.

Lady Theresa, 11. 190.

Llardet, , ii. 490.

liberal party :—
Adullamites, 11. 205, 211, 224, 225.

Apathy and disorganisation of (1879),

U.086.

Aristocratic element withdrawn
from, lii. 293.

Church of E^ngland, antagwistic to

(1870), ii. 307.

Cleavage in (1867), 11. 228, 232 ; (1872)
U. 388; (1874) il. 499; threatened
(1880), ill. 170, 185, 188, 197, 200,

260, 267, 282, 294; Gladstone's
efTorU to avert. Hi. 220, 222, 241,

273, 282, 283: Gladstone's deter-
mination not to take part in, ill.

222 ; not to lead a home rule oppo-
sition, ill. 282; to act regardless
of followers, iU. 288, 304 ; clearage
accomplished, lii. 291 and note,

302-303; first public mark of. lii.

324; number of seceders on night
of home rule division, lii. 341;
reunion desired by Gladstone, lii.

363, 366, 371 («ee tUio below, Dis-
•ffeetion).

Closure conntenaneed by. 111. 377.

Colonial and Irish poUoy of, vindi-

cated by Gladstone, 11. 600-607.

Conservative party supported by, on
Important measures, ill. 207-208.

'Construction ' shibboleth of. 111. 173.

IMsaiTection In (1866-67), ii. 202,205-
209, 224, 220, 227-228, 232-230;

(1868) 11. 24U; (1869-74) 11. 4i«;

(1870-73) 11. 497; (1872-73) ii. 436,

442, 444 and note, 440; (18T3) ii.

407 (see alto above. Cleavage).

Electoral losses of (1874), il. 490-491

;

triumph (1880), 11. 609, 613-614;

gains (1886-90), Ui. 427.

Foreign policy of, attacked by Pall
Mall Gazette, il. 079.

Forster's view of (1863), U. 123.

Gladstone's junction with, 1. 696; his

reception by, 11. 204.

Hartington accepts laadership of

(1874), 11. 006.

Home rule, see under Ireland.

Irish party, tee under Irish party.

Leadership of— Hartington 's accept-

ance of (1874), U.G06; Gladstone's
oorrespondence on (1880), Ui. 223,

225-227.

Majority of, in 1868, 11. 201 and
note*.

Pamell's denunciations of, iU. 445,

400,409.

Questions tending to divide, list of,

11.003.

Round table conference, lii. 364, 366-

368 and note.

Tea-room schism, 11. 228, 232.

Ultra-toryism in, ii. 37.

Liberal Unionist party :
—

Coercion the touchstone for, iil. 368.

Conservatives, union with, ill. 300.

Bound table conference, lii. 364, 366-

368 and note.

Liberalism, Acton on, iil. 381.

Liberty :
—

De Maistre on, 11. 018.

Gladstone's feeling for, 1. 00, 84, 179,

180, 384-380 ; ii. 018, 524, 582; iil.

18-19, 88, 144, 178, 260, 470, 035

;

bis views regarding fitness for,

Hi. 08.

Licensing bilto (1871), ii. 388-390.

Liddell, Dean, i. 09 note ; 11. 312, 039.

liddon, Canon, 11. 433 ; ill. 421.

Lieven, Madame de, i. 270, 387, 401, 46a
Life-insurance duty, i. 462.

Li^tfoot, Bp., U. 433.

Lincoln, Lord, see Newcastle, 0th Onke
of.
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JJncoln, PrenWeBt, 11. T8 ; Ui. 23S

"
M?.'^

"""""^•"•y. temper for. U|.

Utdemon, i. 230, 3ia
Littleton, E. J. L., I us.
LlTerpool :—

CwwlBg'. election for, 1. ft-w 1

CuDMrvatlBm of, 11. eUB '

^ly condition of, 1. 21-22.
Electoral Mandalii at, 1. IOb
Oladetone, John, lettles In, 1. W
Gladatone's debt to, 1. IttJ; .neech .t

(1866). 1. 363 mtei;n^ll
(1884), 11. ,32; electioTSe^

on reform (1886), 11. a02nSd,««M, on Strausa (WW), 11. fig*-
woeptlon at (1876), 11. ajg . , "^
•t(189B),m.821. '^••P^''

'JJI^Taj.^'"^'"'
°^'^'">'' fetter,

^ wCh *'?'^"'' Gl»d«tone'. con-
trlbntlona to, 1. ub.

"Tb^'^:,'*"";''
patronage under, 1.

183; nature of government of, 1. 298 •

S""2:?^i '^'' otherwise ^^:
tlonw^. 1.242. 419; 111. 468. 543.

Uoyd, Bishop, 1. 87.
I«ani for « ar porpoees, 1. 81JM118
Locke, 1. l.ir,

; HI. 476-477.
I«!khart. J. G., 1. 274, 314-315.
Loch-Lochy, battle at, 1. 17 note.
Lochnagar, 1. U6; h. 99^ ig^,
Loftna, Lord A., 11. 321-322.
I^mbardy, 1. 248; 11. 7.
I«ndon, election results In (1880) 11 613

and N.-Westem Railway, lU. m
.-onyentlon (1884), ill. 4S and note.
protocol, 11. 862.

Londonderry, Lord, 1. 419; 111. 6
Ifngley, AnAbishop, Ul. 96 noteK
Lord Dundreary,' 11. «6.

Lords, House of, tee under Parliament.
Lorraine, annexation of, 11 346-348

^n'il^'IST' °' """^ (Princess Alice),
11. 90, 97-100. 103, 187, 378.
XVI., ill. 480.

-—-Napoleon, ue Napoleon m.
Loutaw, Princess, 11. 379, 411, «83 j m.

I^we, Bobert (Lord Sherbrooke), od-
jP««e» Reform, ii. 201-203. 206, 224
228.231.236;ill.300«ot««;dedin1;'
to Join Derby goremment, 11. 211-
pronounoement on franchise, 11. 18*1

im' ?" ®^"«M''' l««Jershlp, a.
IIIJ, chancellor ofeotcheqaer0888), II.
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W, 044; Tlews on Irish land qow.Mon, 11. 283, 292; urge, clrli „^
reform, 1. 810; II. 3H-ai8; oppos^
transportation of convloU to Au^
tralla. 1. aiti; OUdHtoue'e letter tTon treasury adminUtratlon, il. 372,'

Sheffield on finance, 11. 37.V;t70; onAlabama^, u. 4,0. 4,,; attitude
toward. Gladstone, ii. 4I6; Gla.1.
•tone . esUmate of, u. 417, 464-i.H;
on Irish University bill, II. 44r^t office Mandal, 11. 460-461, 46;!,'

<^ note, 648; on the Greenwich
••« question, 11. 460; protests
J^lnst Ol^lstone's retlremwt ItMB; vi«MJunty desired for, by

?^^T' "• ***' otherwise mei^
"oned, 11. 247, 260, «M, (i44, 648.

towther, James, II. 296.
Lubbock, Sir John, 11. fiQ2
Lucas,

, I. ass.
Lucretius, ill. 19. 481, 494.
Lushington,

, i. 89 note.
Lyndhurst, Lord, failure to form aministry (1832), ii. 683; attitude

towards repeal, 1. 28!!; Brougham'.
«.mplmeut to, 1. 378 .nd note;
Gladstone's estimate of, 11 m-

»4
•

'ilm'""'"'*"***'
•• "• ^'^

Lyons, l4ird, on Trent aifalr, 11. 73-7.5-
OB redncUon of armaments, 11. 322-

K.« »^«""«n aff*ir. ii. 325, 327-
d30, 3J6

; on Black Sea affair, 11. 381

:

mentioned, ill. lOS.
'

Lyttelton, l,ady (Mary Qlynne), Glad-
stone s appreciation of, 1. 187 ; mar-

100
""""oned, i. 274, 298; ii.

Lord, marriageof, 1.223; examine.

welsh bishoprics question, i. 288 •

connecUon with Oak Farm, 1. 337 el
»«?.; views on Gladstone's new
policy (1865), il. 133; endowed
schools commiuioner, 11. 501 ; Glad-
stone^Ietters to, 1. 3-27, 381, 454; U.
^. 299, 306, 312, 364, 646; otherl
'irise mentioned, 1. 187, 306; 11. 212
539. '

Lyttelton, NevlUe, on Herbert Glad-
stone's candidature, 11. 617

Lytton, K. L. Bulwer, Lord, c^ QUd-tones horoscope, 1. 196-197; aag.
«B«e to uiadatone mission to Ionian
island., i. aet; Gtad.tone'. «l«Uon.
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LjttOD, E. U Bulwer, Lord —eontinued.
with, i.009, 617; fnocnl of, il. 437;
otbarwlM mwtloncd, 1. 149, Ml; U.
28, 181.

Sir EdwMd, 1. aOD, 613.

Macavlat, Loid, flnt ipewsh of, 1. 23
nolt * ; Sadler defeated by , 1. iW ttott

;

meeu Gladitone in Rome (18%), i.

173-174; on Oladetone'i flnt book,
J. in-178; on CKurcA Principles, i.

181; on Gladstone's political posi-
tion, i. 182; Gladstone contrasted
with, i. 193-193, 19S; debating
Betliod of, i. 190 ; on the China ques-
tion, i. 2aH; Gladstone's censure of,
i. 336; on Lady Hewley eaae, L 322;
on Gladstone's ecclesiastical riews
in 1838, i. 323; on Disraeli's budget
debate, i. 440; on Barrow, ii. 336;
lit 467 note ; Warren B<uting$, ill.

290; Gladstone's estimate of, ill. 96,
428; lingulHtie purity of, ill. 476; on
Dryden, ill. 484; Gladstone's essay
on, ill. 046; otherwise mentioned, i.

230, 24S note, 31^ 039; ii. 00, 194.
338,349.

Z., i. 236.

McCarthy, J. H., on conservatiTe orer-
tnrea to Irish party, ill. 190 andnof *

;

Gladstone's views on Pamell leader-
ship announced to, iii. 436, 437, 444;
ignorant of Famell's plans, ill. 439;
leads away the anti-PamelUtea, iii.

401-402.

Macdonald, family of, ii. 17 note.
Sir John, ii. 401.

Macedonia, iii. 033.

MachiaTelli, Ii. 9 and note, 018, 004.
Macgregor, J., Gladstone's estimate of,

i. 3fiO, 303.

Maemillan, Mr., i. 400.

McNeile, Rer. Hugh, ii. 040.

Magee, Bishop, ii. 308, 360-381, 360 note,
370 note.

Magyars, eastern question, attitude
towards, Ii. 571, 600.

Mahdi, the, iii. 144, 149, 107, 161.
Mahon, Lord, see Stanhope.
Maine, ii. 400.

fifaistre, Joseph de, ii. G18-«19an<lno(e*:
HI. 476.

Maitland, Sir Thomas, i. 619 note *.

Majuba Hill, ill. 37.

Malacca Straits, Ii. 488.

Malet, Sir E., iii. 146.

Malmesbnry, Lord, estimate of, i. 198;
his estimate of Gladstone, i. 431 ; on
coK)peration with Gladstone, i. 062;

j

distnutod by Gladstone, I. 839, 634;
otherwise mantioBed, i. 361 nole«,
417,061,090.

Maltbjr, Bp., i. 88.

IMsraeli't speech at (1873), U. 390.

Fenian outrage in, ii. 341.

Fraser appointed bishop, U. 433.
Gladstone nominated for (1837), i.

141 ; his speech at (I8S3), I. 483.

Nonconformist protest at, against
Education Act, ii. 308.

Manin, D., 1.403; 11.033.

Manners, Lord J., see Rutland.
Manning :—

Chronology— Strongly anglican atti-

tude, 1. 161 ; hi Rome with Glad-
stone, 1. 173, 174 ; approves Church
Principle*, I. 182; revises Ms. of
Church Principle*, i. 324; god-
father to Gladstone's eldest son, i.

227; with Gladstone before resig-

nation on Maynootli, 1. 273, 274;
Gladstone's close relations with,
i. 310, 313; Newman's letters to,

i. 311, 312; Guy Fawlies sermon,
i. 313 nofe > ; on secession to Rome,
i. 317; on Gladstone's career, i.

323; on church outloolc, 1. 325;
Gorham case, I. .'rr8-380and note >

;

secession to Rome, i. 380-^87; es-

trangement from Gladstone, i. 387
and note*; on Gladstone's Irish
church policy, ii. 143, 246, 300, 27!)

;

letter on Oxford defeat, ii. 147, 150
note ; letter to Gladstone on pre-
miership, ii. 209; Irish Land bill

(1870), U. 294, 296; on Education
bill, ii. 308; on Irish University
biU, 11. 439, 440; pamphlet of, re-

plying to Gladstone's on Vatican
decrees, ii. S04, 019-021 ; on eastern
question, 11. 571 ; interconrse with
Gladstone renewed, iii. 281 ; on ces-
ser of Irish representation, iii. 325;
on Pamell leadership, iii. 448-449.

Contrasted with Newman, il. 137, 521.
Gladstone's letters to, i. 171, 230, 276,

323-320,378; ill. 106.

Ultramontanlsm of, Ii. 509-610 ; other-
wise mentioned, 1. 60, 141, 148, 207
note «, 380, 321, 364, 393, 403 note

;

ii. 192, 214-210, 474, 499, 004, 009;
iii. 191, 197.

Mansfield, Lord, 1. 17, 70.

Manioni, 1. 173; ii. 11, 101 not«», 033;
ode translated, iii. 049.

Marcus Aurelius, i. 207 and no(e>.
Maria, Donna, 1. 348.
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JJ»rie Antoinette, III. M9.

„^ ~"«^' »^- of. «. ». m.

'*'h">«-«''v«. le|{»llHtion of, I. 867.

""no«, I,., I. 81) notf, 3^.
JjMrtiMi, Dr., I. 33B, 4aMa7
Martlu, Sir J., U. 383.^^
-—Sir Theodore, II. 47 n^t, i,

MartlDenu, MIm, h. 541

H".*'*!"^, II. 130; ill. 825.

IfatehtM^il. 373 and no<««.
Jwthew, Father, II. loa.
•Unrlce, F. D.. influence of, 1. 84 • Newman compared with, I. IBS • d^«!^"
^^ Wln.t, I. 1«8, 316 «mK:

•;«<-JM: ap,K>int«d to Vere St., 1*a»; otherwiw, mentioned,
I 8* an

««y. Bir T. E., on the Greenwich *«.»
queetion, 11.467, 469; a«Hi«rS^e,yln.t o^tmction, iii. 83;'re'ia^ HI. 285 «o<e; mentioned, 111

Hkynooth : --

JnglU oppowi. grant to, i. 328

stoneg attitude towards Peel'.
„ policy, I. 271-273, 278.
HuMeire apeech on, I. 411-112

^:!(i^-^.«i=«"^!m;«i.
Melbourne Lord, dismhwal of (1834), 1

111 470 l'^"^/'??" '«"»'»te of,

493 olhel^*
adminiitration of. III

iMi^"^ mentioned, 1. 143, 843;

Melvill, H.. I. ioo.
Uenachlkoff, ]. 486, 494
Mtfrimfe, Prosper, 11. 833.
Merivale, Charles, 11. 839.
Metaphysical Society, H. 834.

trd?&'''^"°-'» •«'*°d« tow.

Uetaatasio, 1. 10s.
Mettemlch, 1. 366; 11. 319.

621

Mexico. French .«b.,r««.«,u b., „.

Miall, E., II. 308, 444.
Mlddle»borouKh,il. 78 and .«,,..

P^n,ll.387^««;lii.:^;^;Q„^
dlwpproval, II. 628; lii.' log -Tltl!
.»^ "r(18H0),ii.6„_6i2;(gSB)|T

MUnet, F.-A.-A., II. 230
Miguel, I..,n, I. a48.
Miles,

, J. 3,j4.

Mill, James 1. 144,300; II. a».a87.

KBlmi. ."?/'•• Tractarians. I.

iXr'®*
,

"" «"vn »ervlce reform. I.BOO; estimate of Gladstone, il. la-on government of India II am. tl'
H.hUnd,uestio„..i.L"«,"on^i^

ttongi. 302; against the ballot, II.*»-367; memorial to, 11. 643^544
Gladstone's estimate of, T^l
314"T*»?'?»"""«^'*'«7'1«9.S
i*i;'h,2*.f2 43D,834;Il|.4M •

MllaU,SlrJ.,l|.88HJ82.

Milton, Gladstone's estimate of, I. 98-

S4h";^i.S'°'*"'°'"'--
Mlnghettl, 11. 833.

S;;K3'<'"'^''*^-'«*-
MoWorth Sir William, news on tol-

ard^ l^.^"'*""' •"""<J« tow!

tlT\ f*' ""PPO'ts Gladstone's
budget. 1. 466; attitude towarfsCrimean war. I. 482 note; onZS
nial policy, 1. 645; other;ise me^tloned, I. 144, 358, 361, 362, 488^
648; ill. 13.

' *"• *«•

Moltke, li. 321, 324, 332-.333
Moncrelff, Rev. Sir H. W.. i. 89 73Money dealings. 1. 206; Ul. 41SM2o'
Monsell, W., postmaster-general a'srm
„ "• 460-161, 463 note. 47» 644^

''

Montalembert De. 1. 178;' ii. ,88, 476.
481; letter from. 11. 844.

Monte Cassfaio, II. 21»-219.
MontenxfrrD :

If.^;
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MunMMicra

—

continued.
Kevolt Id, 11. MU, SOU, 861, ad»-087.

(iymiNiUiy in UlwbtoM'i illSMt, Ul.

Mora, Hannmh, i. 13.

Murlarty, BUhup, U. 013.

Morier, 8ir Robert, li. 030.

Morpeth, Lord, i. 223.

Morley. Artiold, tii. 429, 433, 434 nott.
•^— John, appointmeDt of, m Irl*h MO-

reury, lit. 2Un, 207 ho(«; pravloui
utturances of, on Iriidi qnettion, 2)18

note >
; pr«Hes Irish laud bill, iii. 301

;

in comrannli'stion with Paniell, Iii.

3(M-3Ci, .120 i.off 1 ; letter from Par-
oell aKalnut v .bdrawHl of bill after
econd readioK, iii. :<XI ; letter on Par-
nell'H vlaw of ruKignation, iii. 317 ; at
round tnble conference, iii. :K>4 note;
Oladiitone'a letter to, on CharuliiU'a
ntirement. Hi. .'KK; Interviews with
Parneti, ill, 3(iU, :i70: Oladstone'ii let-

teni to, on plan of uauipaiKn, iii. :i71-

372; Bingley Hall meetiUK, iii. 388;
Pamell cnnMults with, on Time§ let-

ters, iii. 394; Gladstone's letter to,

on luliau poliry, ill. 414 ; Gladstone's
tetter to, on Pamell, ill. 42&-431;
meeting at Lord Rendel's on Parnell
affair, ill. «U note; Gladstone's let-

ter to, on Parnell's leadership, ill.

436; Interviews with Parnell, iii. 439-
441, 444 ; Tisit to Hawarden (18H0),
ill. 452^04; Gladstone's letters to
on Kilkenny election, iii. 407 ; on his
birthday, ill. 4.18; on death of eldest
son, iii. 4(il ; at Biarritz, Iii. 4(i3 et
tq. ; at Dalmeuy, Iii. 401-492; Glad-
•tone's letter to, on election. Hi. 494;
Irish secretary (18iri). ill. 4aB note;
at Butterstone with (iladstone, iii.

02S; farewell visit, iii. d28; otherwise
mentioned, iii. 387, 423, 497 nofei
490 note, SOO.

Mortgage of land, Oladitone'i riews
regarding, i. 347, 349.

Moxley, J. B., 1. 334.

T., ii. 280.

Mnlgrave, Lord, lU. 211 note.
Mundella, A. J., ill. 297 note, 490 note,
Munster, Count, iii. 247.

Murray, Archbishop, i. 178.

Sir a., 1. 112; ii. 106 ttofe ».

John, I. 274; 11.382.

Murchison, Sir R., ii. 380.

Myrianthes, Archimandrite, ii. 032.

Napub, Sib Chaklu, on
islanders, i. fi9»-e99.

Ionian

Naples —
UUMiaiiae's rlait to (1800), I. aMMW;

later visit (1WI8), ill. 413.

Miagovenfoent of, 1. aWKHH; U. 13.
16-17.

Victor Emmanuel's entry Into, 11. 17.

Napoleon i., I. 32U u.-<«< notei; Ui. 482,
480,049.

m., plot to slay, I 074; aids Italy,

ii. 7-8, 14; estima'e of, by a papal
oWclal, 11. 10 nott; ditHcultles of,

with French ultramontanes, 11. \o;
ColKleu's uegotiatiuns with, ii. 30;
estiuiittu of Gladstone's budget
speech, 11. 'Si; friendliness towards
England, ii. 46; Paluierston's mis-
triut of, 11. 4U; urges plan of repre-
sentations to America, li. »(-«.'>; on
Garibaldi, 11. Ill ; on Danish ques-
tlon, ii. 117, 118, OHO ; GlaiUtone dines
with (18<i7), 11. 221; uneasiness re-

garding Prussia, ii. 321 ; deposition
of. It. 3t:i; letter from, 11.546; other-
wise mentioned, 1. 48.'V-48«i, 489, 4W;
ii. 3-7, :U3, 328 )<ofe>, 329, 334.

NaUonalDebt: —
Conversion scheme (1803), l.472,01,r

M7.
Proposals regarding (1806), 11. 07,

300.

Reduction of (1868-73), ii. 375.

Terminable annuities for paying off,

11. 651.

Press Agency, 111. 264 nott, 260.

Nationalist party, see Irish party.
Nationality :—

Emergence of principle of, II. 2-3.

Gladstone's attitude towards (lail),

I. 389, 390; (1804) II. 12-13; (18S!))

I. 618; (1880) iii. 260; (1888) iii.

361.

Napoleon m.'s views on, 11. 7.

Negro apprenticeship, Gladstone's
speech on, I. 134 and note.

Neilson of Springfield, 1. 16.

Nelson, Thomas, 1. 110.

Neruda, Mme. Norman, 11. 4fe).

Nettleahip, Mr., ill. 019.

NeviUe, Father, iii. 388.

Newark, Gladstone's candidature and
election for (18:i2), i. 8»-94, 96-«7,

181; returned for, without conr-st

(1834), i. 121 ; speech at (1830), i. l:V;

speech at (1837), i. 138; returned for

(1837), i. 141; (1841) i. 238; end of

his connection with, i. 287.

Newcastle, Gladstone's Tisit to (1862),

ii. 76-78; hU speeches at (1891), iii.

462.



««n. . fl«, book ^^['Ji S' /»'!^:
nentlnned, I, 28H •

l«8. J^^^**"*^ " Newark.

Otaditone'»qi««el »l»h n tT'.
*""

302 • RumJii'^^ '" ^"'Inek, I.

iwTw.Morir.s;::'''^''^'''

!•-«.«.• reru«, to r'/J«'SL"n"••Ml: favours Ionian pmject l'

l~Wi M. M; death of. U. 143. ni.j
•tone tniHtw for II in ni!,' . .Mtim.t. J ,,'"•"'•! Gladstone•atlmate of, U. no 2B6- o»h.«.i.

4o^ J '
"'• *** '""«. 490. 4III«W and note, flas, &« a»U «ii i!'

237, 238, 6;«Hi36. '
*"' "**• •"»; "•

NewdoRate, C. jr.. m. u.

aoe-aOT an . Id'
"^* Ninety, |.

bUhopric, 1. 308, 30U, 3lJ, on"vli*"of Soman charch L iin. J, ..7
0/ (1M3). 1. 3^3^ a.S^^'on

Cw /; i^L*""""**^ with«»nning, H. 137. S21; on Gladstone'ii

vK) ^'' '*P'y to Gladstone's
ration Decree, pamphletflS !»!

with Chamberlain, il. 570 and note-Gladatone', letter to. on XaT^.po««bUlty for dWoya, p'^Si!. ta

IKOBX
628

or'M'- "J '•P'y- "'•«•»; ««-tii

ill. 388. ' " "*'• *>•«

Newnham Colleg., m. .-mo

m ""loWtioB of, 11. ». aa, act

^Ineteenlh Century, ||1. smt,**! ..a
Nomination b..rou/h, i. ^m ' *
Nonoonformtau. ^ l>|,Mnti„Normanby. Lom, ,. ^oT^^"-
Non^y*. Lord. 1. 72
North, Loni, j. ,33 „ ^.
North NotU, 1. 287

' "*• ""'

Northbrook Earl of. Olad-tone'e lettarto. on EKyptian ml,Hlon. lit ,«

Nor*£"^^""'^^^^ '•
Northcote, 8lr 8.. ,.« Idde«lel«h

W„ ;.
^"^' <•*«> "I.217-2M.

•

NovalU. cited, III. 466.
NoTlkoff. Mme., 11. 587, 574. flgQNubar, HI. 14U, 143, 187! '^
Oakklky. F., I. 310.

O'Brien, W. Smith, i. 400
W., III. 448.

mj ..una, „,„.j "•^- Jw.

Octagon, the, 11. 6a8-««.
Oflic.^Gl«I,tone'.vlewofd.rir,tor.

O'Hagan, Lord. II. 292.
Okes, ProTost, I. 11
OUver, Mr... 1.9 noie.
"plum queatlon, I. 2B»-360
Oratory, political, I. 191-196 411 .im

W.E._ch.n«sterl.tlc.-.i„^S;:
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Onlnl affair, il. M, 44.

Oimaa Ugna, 111. ITit.

OMury, AnilHliacon of, 11. 2U.
Oiwald, AlH., I. 4ig.

Othn, KiDK, i. 47U, (MB.

Ottomant, ««« Turkey.
Owm, Profe*M<r, li. S37.

Osnibam, , 1. 00, not*.

Oxford: —
Bias of, I. 00, TO, M.
CbaiKioa oppoMa Gladstcua at, '.

698.

Chriat Chaieh, enthiuiafni ;it, afcei

Oladitona'i election IHlTj, I. i,»!

Damooracy, attitude f^tv tH'ln, It JS.

OlMentera' dlaablUtl i at, it. 'U n.'

not*.

Ewelma appointment, li 'Mi-i.
'

Famou* lona of, 111 i ».

Oladitiine'i eareai n, ) 48->f ; li!s

feeling for, I. (Jo, *<*--«.-.; li. Hh,
ill. 4JW, 828; bla co.hdIh .ii.i.i m
Laueaabire and, i. IttJ, II. 41 nin

TUIta to (IKH), I. Ill; (\w t

338, 377; (1883) I. 487; (HV.) •:

43B-4;J7; his reception of D.C.L.
deitree at, 1. 377 ; bis advice to bis
son ut,l. 208; lympatby fron>, ill.

S:<7.

Gladstone's candidature for (1847), I.

338-333; election, I. 333-338; bis
return for (1M2). I. 428-427; re-
turn for (1883), I. 482; return for
(1887), I. 868; return for (1880), I.

614 note, 630; defeat at (1868), 11.

145-148.

Oladstune'8 membersblp for, effect
of, on Ills career, I. 327, 429, 483;
on tbe university, I. 409; as it

appMired to himself, 1. 630.
Influence of, I. SOI.

Method of study at, 1. 30-81 and not*.
Baform—commission proposed by

Lord J. Russell (1830), i. 497;
opposed by Gladstone, I. 436, 497

;

Oxford resistance to, I. 498; con-
duct and report of, I. 499 and
note *

; Gladstone's scheme, i. 800,
801, 806-807; its reception, i. 80»-
003; results of, I. 808-809; Trac-
tarian movement's efFecl on. 1.

87.

Teats, I. 806-8O7; abolition of, il. 313
ancf note ; i. 314.

Tractariau movement, see Oxford
movement.

W E Q Ebsay Club at, i. 39-60.
Oxford and Cambridge Club, Oladatone's

membership of, 1. 98 and not*.

Oxfofd moTamant : —
Gladstone aMlfeci^d by, 1. 181 ; hla

electiua affaotaU by, I. awi.
Ireland affected by, i. aw.
Nature of, I. Iii3-Ui8.

Oxford, Intltteooe on, I. 496.
Second pbasa of, I. 308.

Trael* for the Timet, I. 320; Traett
Klgbty and Elghty-aavea, I. Xfl
not*; Tract Ninety, I. itlB, 306,
3"^ Ml; 111.422.

,
Pacii f

, (.hi 1
, ue advocates reduction

'•i 1' ,1.) 1(1. . .W.

VnuH, Miss, li* -4.

I— 'i.rJda. ,11.112,140.
' Pan,-, rii.i ,111 ;, 12J,
f'altli. • .1.. Ml- '

,i. 361,

|rii.fchv. ,K.T, 11.474.

/ ill Muil Caiett*, II. 57»-M0, 618.
' "nl y, cited, I 422.

I

aluii r Kelly and, I. 818.

: 1 •li'lI.seeSelboma.

I

\>iiiiHii!, UladHbme Influenced by,
i. 1'.'. 'iii; Gladstone's estimate of,
i. 2.i5; on Maynooth grant, i. 279.

Palmerston, Lord:—
Chronology— On sugar d utles, 1. 236

;

on free trade, i. 263 ; on Spanish
treaties, i. 280; on repeal, I. 289;
Don Paciflco debate, I. :<68-371 ; on
Neapolitan tyranny, i. 394, 400; II.

13; relations with Kossuth, i.418,
dismissal by Russell, 1. 413 ; amend-
ment on Militia bill, I. 41U; In
oppoaltion to Peel, 1. 420 and note >

;

section represented by, i. 431;
mor-N amendment against Vil.
liers, 1. 433; joins coalition govern-
ment, i. 446-H7; on Gladstone's
budget (183;j), 1. 468-167 ; dif-
ferent views of, on eastern ques-
tion, i. 480; communications with
preceding Crimean war. I. 481-
482; approves Lord Stratford, I.

488 ; desired as war minister
during Crimean war, 1. 631 ; on
Black Sea affair, 11. 349; Derby's
vote of censure on (1857), I. B<il-

862 ; 11. 289 ; defeat of, on Coljden's
motion, 1.364; 11.365; urges post-
ponement of Reform bill, 1. 490,
648; Gladstone's letter to, on
Crimean operation!.. 1. 494 ; Aber-
deen in conflict with, I. 498 ami
note*; foreign office reconstructed
by, i. 810 ; suggeuted by Newcastle
as substitute for himself, I. 522;
Invited by Derby to Join go^ crii-
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-to«ie,of Common, by ,S;;;;;ijj
1. OW; vtewi on Haez C«n»l
•ctom.. I. MI; ou Corfu. |. m-
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lomi • government ( IWO) , 1. eau
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«• 831; the PrtoolpaiHie,, ii.
4.'
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"• *' J
nwkee » peace speei-li

anair, Ii. 74; favonn ingsestlon

»;n, 83; .dviw. Otadetone re-

I^^i T "P^ntUm. 11. 82; onMdnctton lnmtv,i eetlmate.. 11W; reoelvee CtarlbaMI. II. ho
Jrtew, on Ojrib.ldr. depirtn^:

llV-118, 130; on OUdatone'g flw,-•aw* pronouncement, U. 137-130 •

on «»blnet goTemment. 11. 142'

iTl™ °'' ^: '"'' GUton^i

*»3i01«<l«tone'i»peecl»on.U 107Career wd ablUtle. oTi: 043.
Cliarmotertatlct of, 1. 366.«8.

wKK-Ti*^ L««downe. 1. 530;

tone, 11. 172; with Die- ju «
Ml; with HarttaKton, 11^3 '

"'

ia.% »PPointmento of, 11.

rowli S^?."**^
"'• *• •'«»• 367. 392.

O™^,^' P"'"='P'*« of. 1. 387;
Qiunville 's view of, II. 348.

"Mkiiege of, 1. 064.
Gtadrtone'e relation, with, from

J^'J^871;hi.oppo.ltlokto,L
»3.M8 i5e6.88fl;li.43;!;i,hai!:
«nony of sentiment with, 1. 628
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S'*t!^.'f
•'"•••'"• '•'Will.

171, Qladalone'a conHlcu with

J**««»rtlpof,ll. 173.
UieHibJecta of. 11. 40.
^—n created by, 11. 4jb

T^''u'' ' *».««.M3. 804; U.
«»J3i cooling of, II. TO. 170.

Oneene attitude towariMi. 08.
Selection of work by. i/.4<J8.
"uwrwlee mentioned. 1. lao nm.

2*1. *». 431. 444. 4«; flas «"«'

*». 404. 07B, 077. flftl. „,„. ^.5!:

P»«i"l. Sir A.. Influence of, ,;.. QUd.•tone. I. 3H.MH0; Interview Tf.wlthklngof Naplea,|.40I;OhKl!
•tone'i letter* to, i. 4ftj- il mr

. 1«; illneM of 1.8681 'l"",S

I

^""* mentioned, II. Uo, 184,

Papal State*. II. 108. 180
P»PBrduty. 11. 24-25, 30-11. 23A-239 838.
^•^j;Co«tede. 11. 180, ii,'. 103, m**^

ParWi^Counciu bill (1898). ill. sot, 000,

Parliament:—
Honae of Commou :—

Attmidance In- OladatOM'a dlU-

^»i*act of partlea in (1880) I

£M1M2)I.428,(18K^-

Bonjlng of. In 1834, 1. 114,
Ctoaure, Introduction of. IH. 377:

"•
;
draetlc form of, on Pamell

commlaalon bill, lii 401

^t mI.
'"""• *"•"««"»<» to.

Committee Koom Fifteen. Irish
Pa^y proceedings in. 111. 446and not* », a*.

imposition of first reformed, i.

Eccl^lastlcal disouMlons In, II.

Excitement In, manlfeautlona of.
Ml. 441; on Introduction ofHome RulabUl (1886), Ul. 310-
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Fkrllament

—

continued.
HouM of Vomnuma—contintud.

Ezecutire aphere Invaded bT
iil. «.

Expenditure controlled by, under
Exchequer and Audit Act
(l«aB), il. fil.

Oladetone'a diligence for duties
of, ue above, Attendance; hi«
feeling of powerlenneM in,
i. 221 ; his care for rights and
traditions of, ii. 4»iMfl3; Hi.
7, 206, a08, 610, 830 ; his mastery
of. i.l«3, 410-411, 470; HI. 312;
his place in (1847-52), i|. 211
note; his position In (1888), 1.

681; his isolation In (1867). 11.

229.

Oroto's estimate of, 11. 370.
Indian discussion, indifference to,

1. 1J3.

Intolerance of, in the Bradlangh
matter, 111.13-20; resolution of
1881 struck off recordsof. Hi. 21.

Irish members of, xee Irish party.
Irish representation in. cesser of,

contemplate<l. 111. 302, 304, 307,
309, 324, 32«-;J27; oppoi"«d, iil.

324-326, 327, J32; Gladstone's
speech on, at Swansea (1887),
111. 386; question of (1892). ill.

497-498.

Lords, conflict with, see belote
under House of I>irds.

Majorities, largo, dating from
GIad8U)ne's premiershlD, ii.

a64-2Ha.

Obstruction in. Irish, Hi. 48, BI-
OS. 67, 12*-I24; unionist, iil.

499.

Party obligations in, i. 292. 296.
2i».

Pkyment of members, Gladstone's
views reganllng (1861), 1. 611
note; his Scheme for (1891), ill.

478-479; Chamberlain's pro-
nouncement. Hi. 174.

Popular influen.e on, 1. 160; Hi. 4.
Position of seats in, significance

of, 1. 422-»2:i, 6.-W; ill. 363;
Gladstone's place (18KH866).
1. 631 no/c

Procedure of, violate*! by Disraeli.
Ii. 189; altered by Gladstone,
ii. 6.'U

; (iladstoiie's advocacy
of reform in. Hi. 123.

Reform, see that title.

Beverwil of previous vote ruled
not out of order, 1. 462 note.

Shah's Interest in, H. 469.
Supply, righu regarding, II. 38,

40, 61.

Tactics in, Stephen on. I. 147-
Russell's skill in. 1. 467; Glad-
stone's, iil. 638-639.

Temper, school of, 1. 199.

Temporary retirements from,
Gladstone's views of, I. 367-
368.

Uncertainties in, i. 660.
Variety of style desirable for

stating a case in, 1. 192.
House of Lords ;—

Ballot bill rejected by, U. 389.
Chamberlain's attitude towards.

111. 173, 226.

Commons' feeling against premier
from (18W), Hi. 613.

Compensation for Disturbance
bill rejected by, HI. 49, 409,
410.

Conservative influence In, Hi.
258; occasions of defeats. H.
2H9.

Eoiployers' Liability bill muU-
lated by, Hi. 604.

Franchise bill struggle (1884).
ill. 128-13!).

Gladstone's first hearing of de-
bate In, 1. 76-76; his first con-
flict with, 1. 471 ; his refusal of
position In, Hi. 104, 209; his
attitude towards (1884), Hi.
127-128, 130; his later attitude
towards (18IM), Hi. B04-806;
his speetrh against (Mar. 1).

HI. : 11-612.

Home Rule bill (1892) thrown out
by. Hi. 604.

Irish church question, attitude
towards, 11. 216, 268, 267-279.

Opposition by, a stimulus to popu-
lar causes, 11. 248.

Paper duty struggle with Com-
mons, 11. 28, 31-40, 238-2.)!i,

636.

Parish Councils bill maimed by
111. 604, 805, 611.

Pamell's apprehensions regard-
ing. Hi. 240.

Peel's view of, II. ia3.

PermaniMit opinion represento<l
by, Glatistone's exposure of
the theory. Hi. 128.

Preponderance of cabinet in

(1865), H. 183-164.

Kttform bill of 1867 amended by,
II. 228.
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committee, ili W^:^^*/"' «*'"«»

-"on. iii. .•«i!^;,«;r'?'^
o.with.pyf^^:^^i«^'"^-'ew

;•*" 50 Hawarden. iii. 420, 44.W4fi

d?r^nnrrii^»9

letter to Mnt.
'*'' O'aditone'a

444 Jnf^''**' '^fa'dinK, Ui. 4;««*. attitude c.f, ill. 438 44^V/i^;
'*•

e ecte.J by Iriri, ^rty1i'i^^.'.'«-
^i«w, with mK ii*1.V,i^,'-
manifesto to th« IrU *»-«41;

««; eommil.t.m t^riii*1and 7iote»-m. 44tMM !' ***

"beral party, iil^iSlo'ZS
adverse to. Ill tiut^il^

••ections

England. I|,'"4^',SL''K »iil»«therwl«, mentioned. n^;^.,i,*^'
^^a«rf„o.eaa40, 286.36773^5

Parnell Sir Henry. i.2Bj.
^"'nellmn Unmatked, iii. 406
Pa™enUe..«.«„*M'rishSty.

'='*,'^»^'>*W'-'K relation. „f. ,.

Patronage. I. 649; ii. 42g
Patten, Wilson, i. 361 noiei 43gP«tte«,„ Bishop. II. Ml, ujS^--- Sir T., i. 488.

""•

Pattlson. Sister Dora, H. 604.
Marie, iii. 4S2.

Paxo, 1.601.

Pearson. C. B.. i. 77
Pedro. Don. 1. •MS.
Peel, General. I. ;«i„o<ei.3B6
-^Arthur, II. 4U2; 11. 463 'note; m.

Mrs., ill. 4nn_
Sir Robert (2ml Bart.)-

-

CArouotow- Oxford Univewity ,..
P^Hentatjon resigned by, J^,uxrord honours of, i. 7ajm.

Patlon. i. UH; „„ Irish (Jhnreh

Pr.>misc, .,f, ,i. 4«a; g„„„„^^



628 IVDBX

PmI, Sir Robart— eOTMnued.
Chronology— (continued)

.

to form a government (1831), i.

118; Gladstone offered tre^ary
post by, 1. 119; Gladstone ap-
pointed ander^ecretaiy of the
oolonies by, i. 123; cabinet of
(183S), i. 420; composition of
whig oppositicn to, i. 41iMaO
and nofei; resigns,!. 127; views
on Ireland (1836), 1. 13S; speaks
at GlaoKOW (1837), i. 138; Stan-
ley dines witb, i. 139; on Canada
question, i.(Ml; on Muleswortb's
vote of vunsure, 1. 14S; on slave-
apprenticeship lanr, i. 146; on
Wilberforce, i. ISO; defeated on
Irish church question, i. IM;
views on Gladstone's first book,
i. 177; Jamaica case, 1. 221-222;
misunderstanding with the
Queen, 1. 223; China question,
i. 225, 242; annoyance with
Stanley, i. 234; views on sugar
4atiss, i. 236, 280, 644; turns
out Whigs by majority of 1 (1841),

1. 237; U. 203 note*, 264; party
meetings, i. 230; forms a govern-
ment (1841), 1. 240; Gladstone's
inclusion in cabinet, 1. 240, 305;
privy council, i. 243; position
of, regarding protection, i. 250-

263, 258, 262-263, 282-287; lays
duty on Irish spirits, i. 646;
miscalculation of, regarding in-

come-tax (1812), i. 474 and not«;
letter to Sir John Gladstone, i.

287 ; appeal to Pope Gregory, iii.

62; Lady Hewley case, i. 321, 322;
Irish Land bill introduced by
govemMent of (1845), 11. 286;
Maynootb, i. 270-274; precarious
position of, i. 264-286; resigns, i.

283; agrees to resume ofSce, i.

283, 285; iii. 207 note^; repeal of
com laws, i. 208, 282-287, 290,
469; hostility towards (1846),
ill. 322; resigns (1846), i. 290-
291; eulogium on Cobdcn, ; 291-
293, 296, 296; party relations of,
i. 289-290, 292, 293, 295; Glad-
stone's farewell interview with,
i. 297-300; Ruttgell's overtures to

(1846), i. 350; votes for Glad-
stone at Oxford, I. 333; advocates
keepin.^ protectionists out of
office, i. 352, 373; Gladstone's
divergencies from, i. aw, 3IH; let-

ter on Gladstone's mission for his

friend, i. 36S; Don Facifico de-
bate, 1. 368-369, 372; death of, I.

371; statue of, inaugurated at
Manchester, i. 483.

Administration of (1842-44), im-
portance of, i. 347; character of,
1. 298, 642-643; ministerial dis-
cipline of, ill. 114.

Age of, on entering cabinet, i. 261.
Changes of policy of, 1. 266, 425.
Compared with Grey, 1. 248; with

Gladstone, i. 269; with Palmer-
ston, i. 367; with Russell, i. 373;
with Aberdeen, ii. 640-641.

Courage of, i. 188, 289.

Debati.:g method of, 1. 195.

Disraeli's attitude towards, i. 433.
Estimate of, 1. 372; estimate of

financial statements of, ii. 66.
Gladstone— relations with, i. 112;

280, 286; confidence in, and ap-
preciation of, 1. 139, 221, 341, 243,
246, 252, 287. 259. 261, 277, 354;
estimate by, 1.254; iii. 465; influ-

ence upon, i. 269; forecast regard-
ing Disraeli and, i. 374.

Graham's estimate of, i. 248, 263.
Guizot's book on. 11. 638.

Influence of, in the House, 1. 373.
Justice of, ii. 640.

Liberalism of, i. 418, 419.

Oxford training of, i. 497; conToca-
tion mob at election, i. 629.

Parliamentary tactics of, 1. 364.
Peers, views on, ii. 133.

Premiership of, length of, ii. 61.
Otherwise mentioned, i. 49, 98, 126,

128, 149, 192, 212, 227, 236, 238,
246-6, 268, 263-4, 293, 300, 366,
416, 419; 11. 147, 164, 166 note^,
178, 329 note, 277 and note, 288,
328, 433, 4:0^3B, 463, 496, 619,
633, 627, 638 ; iii. 238, 2n, 486.

Sir Robert (3rd Bart.) , 11. 444 note.
Lady, 1.469.

Peelites :
—

The tory Up's attitude toward.s,
i. 418.

Derby's first administration sup-
ported by, i. 424 ; Derby's second
administration supported by, i.

428
: Derby's questions regarding

(1856), i. 661.

Dissolution of, as a party, 1. 601.
Disturbing effect of, i. 661-662, 558,

Divergencies of, i. 361, 363, 417-420.

Gladstone's view on tieat policy for,

i. 417-419.
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f«f • *''*P'*^ *'y Aberdeen,

P«lmer.ton. design, of. i.447: atti-

n-w, public outcry, i. 641

Position of seats of (1882), i. 4TO-4..1
Pro^tlonlsts. attitude ';.wS!-i:

^Tm"'"'^'^
to Include (18,12),

TWrd party, position as, 5. 417

efj;
'**""'*" *'"« (1853)," i. 443

Peerage :

—

^^mT-^^'^"^ '•'1°"« P«mier.

p.rre;'^*;;r---«-o*.=««.

P^iijdeh, ili. 183.
Paiislons, poHUcal, lil. 107-108 „<,<«Penzance, Lord, 11. 383.
People, the, «ee Democracy.
Perceval, Spencer, i. 298.643: i|and note. '

'

Mr., 1.452.
Persico, Monstgnor, iii 383
Persigny, |i. 20.

Phlllimore, Sir ft„bert, on fiawarrt«n

Oxford reform scheme, !. floi 502

r °'*f«'?»«:«
China war s^;

ibS^ n^ij""" Wands misstoTi

^: -^ir:'^'"'* Gladstone, i.

debate it^^' ^? P*P" •^n"**

cnise pronouncement,
II. lao; onIrish chnrch, li. 141 oTO-OHn

*«ffectlonof,ibe«is,'^*^'o^

itfnr''o'-reTring""if'"r'"«'^
^«.st.ne-s Irish fcrllitytilUi'!

S:4^ Gladstone's letters to,
I. d35-32b, J«8, 409,616; iil.94- othprv^M mentioned, 1. 64, 65. 73, Vo M.»3, 623 note; 11. 28. 2!». .tl iu' ^'
47no<ea.4«, 73.88 Qo 127 'iifwi'
3«i,422. 432: 461^-475 •"•'^

Ph.llpotU. Bishop, ii. fli).
t^n'Ppti, Sir C, il. 98.

6S8

Pickering,
, j. 75

piedmont, growth of. ii. 7.., ,7

cipatlon of »lavU,TlM. oC!"*

^rasted .\l f^^^f'^^^XeTTo

=''^£'i.'4,r4W"ttr
--

arations of (1791) i
'47s""''"'P'«P-

^>r French war Hi 47?.'
i**""""^

premiership ^fii 6 '• "i/!?«"'
°'

preliminary" to'tt'ofK""""a^'.'on the Union, iii. 313 au °\l ,'
n.entloned, 1. 3^2 iig^.^i

"^'^^

piuf«'^;r'T'>^«^'""-^ '

Italian federation „"„tr"'rug^^=

1°
11 l«

' '"'°'' °' territories or

ta ;'o rr"''?'"««"»»»tof
stated nf .1 ,1' "'»K°»«»ment Instates of 11, 108; Ghidatone's intercourse with, 11. 213-210, 218 attitide

Flaw!,""'/ '"f**™ «"«"""". " 57
P%falr,U,rd,ii.444,46a„;te,fl^2;iil.

Pl>ra8oll,8.,ii.620a«d„ote.
|Plumptre,-—

., j j^q
Plunket Lonl. II. 689'.

,ii ,3^
Poerlo. Imprisonment of, Tsm' am

II. 11, Gladstone's letter to ii n
1^^218; compared with Mazziii. iii!

Poland:—
i^""«V'^"fK'«> regard to, ii. 118Gladstone's interest in. 1. 248
^eel s forecast regarding, 1. 133Russian dismemberment of. i 4^7

sX'im"'""*
"' """"<*" «.'«•

Pollok. Robert, i. 132
Pon.so„by, Sir Henry, messages durlnir

Triv lii^n,"
»'«' Commons .-ontro:

P""ty, 111. 181 ; interv ew with nn
ministerial .-risis, ill. 20S a)7 „.!w
«o*«'; brings GladstonetbeSLt'f
commission, «,. 290; statcr"he
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Fonsonby, Sir Wtmrj— continued.
Queen's message, ill. 291 ; on feeling
against peer premier, iii. B13; Olad-
stone's letters to, iii. 112, 179, 816.

Poor Uw Act (18.M), 1. 115, 121, 14D.
Porter, , i. 06, 64.

Portland, Duke of, L 5«3.

Portugal :
—

British preoccnp*Uon with aftaln of,

i. 2«8.

Tariff negotiations with, i. 267; U.
(Ml.

Positivists, iii. 308.

Post office :—
Gladstone's admiration for, il. 182.
Scandal regarding, 11. 460-463.

Sayings Banks, i. 661: 11. 82,
125.

Postage, cheap, ii. 87, 60.

Preaching, Ei^Ush and Italian, L 174.
Premiership:—

Age for quitting, Gladstone's view
on, ii. 423, 443.

Foreign secretary, Gladstone's ylew
of relations with, ii. 399.

Limitations of, ii. 416, 420.

Parliamentary labours entailed by,
i. 297-299.

Responsibilities of, ii. 416.

Prerogative of the crown, Gladstone
charged with resorting to, il. 364-366.

Press:—
Excitement fomented by, ii. 650.
Gladstone popular with, ii. 41, 184;

his views on, ii. 41, 567.

Pretoria convention, iii. 44-45 and note.
Prevost, Sir O., ii. 382.

Prince Imperial, iii. 6.

Princess Royal, 1. 278.

Privy council appointment, il. 382-386.
Protection :—

Colonial, against England, ii. 132.

Gladstone's position regaiding, 1.

249-264, 260, 262, 264, 283-285.
Peel's position regarding, i. 250-253,

258, 262-263, 283-289; his appre-
hensions rt)g!»rding, i. 352 ; ill. 485.

Peelites' views regarding, i. 351-382,
373, 407.

Rout of, i. 425, 428, 441-442.
Proudhon, 1. 167.

Prussia (see alao Germany) :—
Army of, 11. 369.

Austria— attitude towards (1883), 1.

489; war with (laki), ii. 210 note,
214.

France:

—

Treaty with, regarding Belgium,
ii.340.

War with (1870) -British efforts
to avert, 11. 326-330, 336-336;
declaration of, Ii.336 and note *

;

French misealcnlations, ii. 337

;

coarse of the war, ii. 341^-343;
effect of, on British naval ex-
penditure, ii. 374.

Sobleswig-Holstein qoestion, 11. 114-
118.

Tariff negotiations with, i. 267.
Public Worship Regulation Act, Glad-

stone's suggested substitute for, 11.

814 note*.

Purcell, cited, 1. 58 )io(e >, 379-381 and
note.

Pnsey, Dr. E. B., on Jerusalem bishopric,
1. 308; on Newman's letters, 1. 311;
intolerance towards, i. 316, 317 ; sup-
ports Gladstone's Oxford candida-
ture, i. 336; on Jewish Disabilities
Removal bill, 1. 376; Gorham case,
I. 380 note"; on Gladstone's reform
scheme, 1. 504; Gladstone's relations
with, il. 136; Manning's letters to,
II. 137; on Ecee Homo, ii. 166-167;
on Temple's appointment, ii. 4M;
Gladstone's meeting with (1872), il.

437; death of, ill. 94; Gladstone's
letters to, i. 316; ii. 181; otherwise
mentioned, i. 57, 163 note», 179, 238,
317; ii. 144,236.

Philip, on Irish agrarian ontrages,
1.281.

^
Pym, John, 1. 413-414.

Quarterly Review, 1. 315; U. SaO.

Radical Party:-
Beer duty opposed by. Hi. 187, 200.
Chamberlain's popularity with, iii. 3.

Charactejistics of, Gladstone's views
on causes of, iii. 240-241.

Coercion for Ireland opposed by. ill.

190-191.

Eastern question (1877), attitude
towards, ii. 664, 568.

Educational views of, ii. 303.

Gladstone not popular with (1867),
11. 229; Gladstone criticised by,
for resorting tocrown prerogative,
11. 364; his attitude towards (18(2),
Ii. 18»-390; (1880), 11.630; lU. .5.

Irish land purcliase opposed by, iii.

190, 194-195.

Social programme of (1886), Ul. 173-
174.

Suffrage, attitude towards, ii. 227.

Utilitarian reforms effected by, 156.

Ralkes, H. C, ill 96.
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Ballways, I. 289, 383.
R«mpolla, Cardinal, m. 821
«*«n»»y. Dean, U. ,-)79-3t)0
Rangabe, I. «08.
Rawaon, , i. 333 note.
Sealing aloud, ii. 858.
Beclamatlnii work, ill 419

*^ci:r'''.®*"'"""' '•« (Stratford

tton 1 *i.W
''•°" 'Neapolitan que.-

^1?"^'^7 '""°*'i."'"»
^"'"'" bill,

MU7 riV °? *^'""'" leadership
lU. 447; otherwise menUoned, iii. 60,

Kefonn, 1.490; 11.370.
-bills.—

681

Ripon. Marquis of (Lo^ de Grey) war

civli service reform, ii. 313, preMdeui

40*^ In
'''""'»'*"<"'. Jl- ' MOl.«».««, 411; created marqii aftJtreaty of Washington, 11. *. IJ*!

president of council (im).\/m'
retires (1873). ii. 4«3'„o/. '^^Iv on

«note. Gladstone's letter to 111 fio-

of the admiralty, iii. 296 note; coIo-

Robert Ehmere, ill. iBiWKJO
Roberts, General, HI. 41.
Robertson, Provost, 1. 7-8, 17 note

Anne, 1. 16.

Colin, 1. 12.

Robinson, see Ripon, Earl of.(1832), 1. 69-70, 78-76; 11. 227- ill ^'''"f"''
«« Wpon, Earl of.

128, 836. '^' '"• r-S'' Heinle". HI- 32 note, 34. 41 43

^^fi,'i,t'
' '^' '''• '^' w-iS;(1881), 1.415.

(1882), II. 238.

(1884), 1. 648.

(1880), 11. 2B. 2W0.
(1866), 11. 200 e<w,.

(1884), 111.m «<,«».
Various, 11. 199.

Reld, J. J., u. 612.
ReUglon:—

Gladstone's preposaesslon by, se-under Gladstone, W. E.-cl^
acteristics.

Eccleaiasticism venue, U. 306.
Peerages Independent of, ii. 430.

Regions controversy, temper for, 111.—
- piaabiUtleB Removal blU (1891). 1414 note. "

Reiuui, U. 476.

Be^l. Lord, 111. 386, 413, 434, 823, 826.

Rete, De, 111. 480.
Reynolds, Henry, II. 134
R1WW.U, Baron, ii. «, 218-220, 833; lU

Richards, Dr.. 332 and note.
Richmond. Duke of. i. 282; Hi. 130, 131

George, 1. 233.
Bio, 1. 319.

^T'J*r' °' (^- ''• Bobln«,n). atboard of trade, 1. 240, 243. 287 ; Glad
stnno',1 o.>i—.>. -. „' '

"'«•

*»2; H. 173.
Rogers, Frederick, see Blachfoid.
Rogers, 8., i. 137. 149, 176, 320; 11 840

""ch-uUer"" ^-''' - "^^
Roman catholics :—

Aamation bill oppo«Kl by, Hi. 20.

^!! «.! u
'""' represenutlon op-posed by, ill. 328.

^
Election of 1874, action In, U. 486
ii-mancipation of, 1. 82-53 077 '

,,

f*..'»«;li.227;lli'^i^.'""'
Irish university education, attitude

towards, 11. 436^36, 440^1
Peerages recommended for, by Glad-

stone, ii. 429-430.
Rome :—

Church of, see under Churches.

m^^^ «"»«» at (1869), ii. 808,

Frewh-occnpatlon by, H. 214, 319,

^. 812; evacuation by, 11. 217,

Gladstone's visit to (1832), 1. 86-67

•

his feeling for. 1.174; hi. reasoni
against visittag (I888). Ul. 413-

Italian occupation of, 11. 343, 812
Misgovemment In, II. 12

Romllly, Lord, h. igg

.-toneV;s"Se' oTi.1&i":t'S ^^«'" ''"'"'• " ««•
of control, i. 289;' otrr;vrsl're^J '^e^J',„X/?J/'^ '"'«"'*<""' »»
tioned, i. 282, 283, 264,- 258 641 « .1.

^"'''othian, il. 584; Glad-
6*2- '

•
"^ '^"« '^e guest of, H. 888, 609; speech

• »"«' Gla'istone's election, 11. 612;
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Bo«ebery, hori— continued
flr»t commiMioner ot works, il. 6M;
lord privy ttal, ii. 664 ; at Hswarden,
ill. aei; Oladitone's oonioltatlona
with, in. 381, 263, 268 ; for home mle,
HI. 291 note; foreign aecretary (1886),
in. 297 note ; foreign secretary (1892),
lii. 498 note ; Gladstone's letters to,
II. «13; HI. 4, 239; farewell visit to
Gladstone, Hi. 828; tribute in parlla.
ment, HI. 831 ; otherwise mentioned,
iii. 270. 414, 633.

Rothschild, Baron, U. 326, 328 note; Ui.

Rooher, M., U. 221.

Roumanla, H. 4; IH. 632.
Roumella, iU. 91.

Round, Mr., I. 329, 330, 332, 333.
Round table conference, Ul. 364, 366,

368 and note.

Roossean, 1. 128, 203.

Routh, Dr., i. 330, 384.

Ruskln, John, 1. 329 ; U. 689, 582.
Rassell, Hastings, ii. 232.

Ix)rd John (Earl Rassell) :—
Chronology — on Irish Church funds,

i. 127; on Ireland (1836), 1. 130;
proposes Ss. com duty, 1. 284;
Edinburgh letter, i. 282, 289, 444;
Jewish Disabilities Removal bill,

1.376; defeat of (1861), U. 663;
Grey's refusal to join (IBiB), 1.

367; H. 244; fails to form a gov-
ernment, i. 283; takes office (1846),
290; overtures to Peel (1846), i.

360; on colonial government, 1.

363; Palmerston dismissed by, i.

367,415; on Neapolitan tyranny,
i. 400; Ecclesiastical Titles bill, i.

408, 409; Durham letter, i. 408,
444; defeated (1882), U. 264; re-
signs, i. 406; overtures to Glad-
stone, i. 421 ; on Four Seats bill, I.

434 ; views on leadership of coali-
tion government, i. 444; joins
Aberdeen's government, 1. 445;
budget of, 1. 489 ; Gladstone's bud-
get, I. 466-467, 469; negotiations
precedingCrimean war, 1. 481^83

;

approves Lord Stratford, I. 488;
postpones Reform bill, i. 648; on
Crimean war, 1. 493; Aberdeen In
conflict with, 1. 498, and note*;
Oxtord reform, i. 497, 803; on ex-
clusion of dissenters from uni-
versities, f. 806; on civil service
reform, 1. 811 ; on woods and for-
ests dlrmissal case, 1. 620; resigns
on Roei ick's notice of motion, 1.

521 ; his explanation, 1. 523 ; Glad-
stone unwill.iigto join, i. 038; at-
tempts to form a government, I.

630; fails, i. 031; complains of
PMlltes, i. 036 ; colonial secretary,
i. 040 note ; resigns, 1. 048 ; opposes
I^wis' budget, 1. 660; Graham's
relations with, I. 684 note; on
Gladstone's Ionian commissioner-
ship, i. 613 ; on Italian nationality,
i.618-«19; H.13; decHnes PalmeN
Bton dinner, I. 631; stetea condi-
dons of joining Granville's gov-
ernment, i. 636; on economy, U.
48; on the Principalities, U. 4;
despatch of, on Italian question
(1860), II. 15-16; supports French
treaty scheme, U. 22; on Nice and
Savoy, 11. 23; Reform biU of
(1860), il. 26, 2»^; on Paper
Duties blU, ii. 32-33, 37; supports
Gladstone in finance debate, U,
40; Trent affair, H. 74; on Ameri-
can war, U. 76-77, 83, 85; on Qlad-
stone's Newcastle speech, il. 80;
interview with Mr. Adams, II. 83

;

statement on Morocco loan, Ii. 93-
93; opposes reduction in naval
estimates, U. 94; on Danish ques-
tion, il. 117-118 ; Gladstone's letter
to, on Palmerston's death, U. 151

;

commissioned to form a govern-
ment, U. 163; offers Gladstone
leadership of Commons, U. 164;
Reform biU of 1866, H. 199, et »eq.;
the supplemental charter, U. 438;
resigns, ii. 208 ; audience with the
Queen, i. 209-210; disaffection
against, ii. 228; on Irish church
question, H. 239; retires, 11. 243;
asked by GUdstone to enter his
cabhiet, H. 253; education pro-
posals of, opposed by dissenters,
ii. 302; on Alabama case, H. 394-
397, 409 and note; on Theasaly
and Epims, II. 876; Gladstone's
visit to (1878), a. 682.

Compared with Althorp, 1. 118; with
Peel, I. 373.

Gladstone's estimate of, 1. 237; Ii.

344; his attitude towards, 1. 429;
Ii. 122.

Impatience during recess, I. 236.
Irish attitude towards, 1. 430.
Leadership of, 1. 300.

Palmerston's views regarding, 1. 622.

Parliamentary courage of, i. 188.
Queen's mistrust of, II. m.
Otherwise mentioned, 1. 143, 146, 208,
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2^'2J'^',??-*». 422. 430,

14. 30, 106. 116. lao. 144 im J>t,'

ita-UjOdo. ,1. aawM, 809. aio, ,„.

BawU:—

^1"Sm°"
•*"""• •PP"««W« to.

^'Wri»:"aS!r"no,!r
^^«»^' •"•

^^ •"«"«>•«".«. 488; ho.tiUty

Berlin memorandnm, U. 519

sued by, li. 353 note.
'^ ^ '^

M^ Sea eUlma of, li. 349-386, 388.

"'S?C^'**
*(r«ement with, 11.

Caoftuion in policy of. «. 120.
J^mwin war, Me tta< «We.

offices in, i. 368

^*«f̂ ??8''*'*'°' •"'""** *o^'ds,

'^^-li'
•f"^«°>ent of. from Eug-land the ata of, ii. 4; nentrall^

in Franeo-Prnssian war. 11. 344.

m"^'
""'""''' *^'"^''- "• 343,

Gladstone^attltode toward., 1.648,

1

ili.M2 '
*'*'"«««» W» death,

'"Seoiri'.^l.''"'^*^'
•»"»'««"'

Rise of, i. 477.

aHIli'*'?'"''
'^**y «'- «• 572. 875.

1^9
•'*"°'""»*™t'»» fevoored by.

Turkey, war with (1771) i 477.

p„»i ';^"^)»-«2.8e9,872.

Ryder, eee Harrowby.
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^*?'"«> Michael T., I. 99a»d note.
8adowa,ii. us. 214, 302, 316. 369.

«r
^P'"' ^''•hopric of, 1. 200 »««,i.

St. Deiniol's, lif. 420, 821.
St. Germans. I«rd. i. 420

It' ^^T^:"' ^"^'• '• *^*^' **»<indmtey
»t. idol's Cathedral, i. 12, aB-234.

Salisbury, Mai^uis of:

-

P^'ties, li. 4; on Gladstone's

^mH '"f "'*«=''• "• *»; on

fr^^T****"' "• '30; reilre.from Derby government (1867).
"• 823, 231, 238; Diaraell's v!t.

C^^J!^^^"' "• 247; on Irishan«h bill. li. 268. 270-271;^
Wliglous tests, li. 314 ;,nb«:ribes
«<> Mill memorial, il. 843- at
Con.tanth.ople,

li.' ,^'. ^Berlin conK,e«,, ,1. 375. W;%rptUn policy. i„. 74, ,80 „„J
H? f^^i,"? '^'""W.e bill (1884).

Dart?'^?"*^*"*»""t°W''h
Lk5' «• '^'«': unwilling totake office (1888), m. 204-207-
tokes office. 208; conntenanll;
wpudiation of coercion, iii. 212-

pi,'„
^""'"'V'"''' interview with

ftrnell unauthorised by, Hi. 229notei; but known to, iii. 230-231-
speeches on Irigh policy (Oct. 7)

^.=^;, ^2-344. 2«,7Sv-9)
^.nationalist .support of, at the
elections, ill. 24*-348; on destruc-
tion of government system in

H-;»r\ • ^' wslgns, iii. 289;
Hottentot speech, ill. 317-318; att^ra House meeting. Hi. 324-
offersHartlngton pt^mlershlpHil
384; on renu in Ireland, HI. 374-
fS, on Timet forgeries. Hi. 392:

a. «0. his estimate of Gladstone,

277 'i^.^' hesitation of. IH.
«<'. otherwise mentioned t lor.
«• 208. 887; IH. 8^7 31, 2^' m
365, 528. ' '

^*'

Lady. HI. 826.
Salmon, Dr., 111. 417.
San Jnan boundary qoestlon, ii. 405.

s!nH »,
•""• ''^•'y "'• "• 672, 678.Band River convention, iii. 48

Sandon. Lord. i. 103.
Sandwich. Lor-', i. 144
Sandwith. Humphry, ij. 861.
Sanquhar, i. 11.

Sarpl. Father Paul, 1. 698.
Saunders, Dean, i. r>2, 80.
Sannderson, E., ii. 410.
Savings banks, i. 619; H 34
Sa^y, Fren,-h aequiaition of, il. 9, 22,

8«y. L&t. ii' 4^
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Scartauinl, III. 387.

Soiance, Oladstone'i •ttitnde towanb,
i. aOB; ill. 380.

Schiller, 1. 108.

Scbleawig-Holitein quMtion, II. 114-120,
2m, SHO; Princ* Conwrt's t1«w of,
il. 09, 103.

Scblelermacher, 1. IflS.

8cbouv«loff memorandani, II. S7S.
8chw»r«enb«i!g, Prince, I. SW-aoa, 368,

3»B, flOO.

Scott, Hon. F., I. 3S6.

Sir Claude, 1. 18.

James Hope, tee Hop»4eott.
Dr., Dean of Socheiter, 1, 81, 329

and note ; il. 433, S36.

Sir Walter, I. 189, 337, 371, 387
no(«l; 111.424,491.

Scotland :—
DlMsUblishment qneation In, 111. 471.
Election reaulta in (1880), ii. 613-614.
Entbualaam of, 11. 888, 809, 606-609.
Home Role (Irish), attltnde towards

(1886), iU. 323, 324, 346.

liberalism of, ill. 836; Uberal loiset
(1874), ii. 490.

local gOTemment sogmsted for. lU.
198.

Peers, Scotch, called to Honse of
Lords by Beaconsfleld, il. 429 note.

Reform Act's effect on, Ui. 038.
Beligioos freedom In, Gladstone's

lews on, i. 384.

Scotch Patronage bill, 11. 801.
Seaforth, 1. 107.

Beaton, Lord, i. 228.

Seats bill, see Redistiribation.
Seely, C, 11. 113fio(e*.

Selbome, Lord (Sir R. Palmer), ignor-
ant of Irish land tonure, il. 281 ; on
Irish Land bill, ii. 298, 296; on Edu-
cation biU, Ii. 306; on abolition of
army parcbase, 11. 363, 364; on Col-
lier appointment, 11.388; on.i;a6oina
case, Ii. 403; on the Greenwich seat
question, 11. 469-472; on leadership
discussion, ii. 602 note; lord chancel-
lor (1872), il. 648; on Irish Church
bill, 11. 646; otherwise mentioned, II.

99, 168, 232 note, 239, 2*3, 436, 804,
627,683; Hi. 13, 63.

Selden on contracts, ill. 46-46.
Selwyn, Bishop, 1. 38, 39, 43; ill. 419.
Semon, Dr., ill. 216.

Servia, i. 477; 11.849,883.
Settembrinl, i. 396, 401 ; II 11.

Seward, W. H., ii. 75.

Sexton, Thomas, III. 69, 447, 481, 482 note.
Seymer, H. K., 1. 49, 89 no<e.

Seymour,
, I. 830.

Shaftesbury, Lort, I. 163; U. lU, llS,
122, 171. 367, aiiO.

Shah, the, II. 489.

Btukw, Sir F., ill. 114.

W., II. 6W.
Lefevre, see Leferre.

Shell, a L., I. 138, 198,208.331.963-984,
323.333.

Shelbume, Lord, i. 368; II. 401 note*.
Sheldon, Archbishop, 111. 98.

Shelley, I. 06, 189; ill. 4M, 8W.
Shepstone, Sir T., III. 43 note, 4S.
Sheridan, 1.268; U. 880.
Shurey, Mrs., I. 27.

SIbthorp, Col., I. 288 not*.
Sidmouth, Lord, I. 431.
Simeon, Charles, 1. 11 and note *. .

Simon, Jales, 11. 221.

Sinclair, Sir G., 1. 113, 178.
Sinking Fund, 11. 68.

SIttope, 1. 490.

Sklngley, . 1. 113.

Slavery :—
American war, U. 70 »t »eq.

Apprenticeship system, i. 134 and
note, 148-147, 221.

Demerara esates question, I. 23-24.
Education scheme for sUts*, 1. 128.

Emancipation question, 1. 102-ir);
ill. 300.

Eracgelical party against, 1. 300 note.
Gladstone's reply to Poulett Thom-

son on, 1. 142 note.

Gordon's decree sanctioning, ill. 186;
his observations on, Hi. 188-189.

S'lakin retained to check slave trade,
III. 180 nou.

Slave Power, The, cited, 11. 70 note.
Smith, Adam, 1. 261 ; Ii. 68.

Goldwin, i. 499, 808, 630; IL 312,
661.

John, I. 22 and note.

Sydney, 1. 86, 138.

W. H., view of, on South African
affairs, 11. 601 ; against franchise ex-
tension In Ireland, 111. 141; Irish
secretary. 111. 279; rapid vUlt of, to
Dublin, IU. 296; on introduction of
closure. 111. 377; on Timet letters,
ill. 398 ; on bill for ipeeial commis-
sion, iU. 397.

Smyrna, Ui. 9.

Smyth, Sir J. C, 1. 24 note i.

Soap duty, I. 462, 468, 466.
Social question, Gladstone's attitude

towards, ii. 66, 60; his disapproval
of socialism. III. 221.

Socrates. 11. 638.
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Solferino, 11. 7.

' Some of my Errow/ qnotad. J m
Soudan:

—

dJfflcultle. of. in. 147, ,49 j^
tomlned ,U. 180; .g^ed to. byGordon. 11. lao, 153-I85j luten-

i^.« • "":'"*«^ '•y Q-^ion. tillUO-Wl a«d note ».

Foreign attitude towards embarraw-
ment. in, 111. 177-178. 183.

1«'°
°lfli'"'v°Ki^

«tricated. ill.
148, lai; Jtahdl'. treatment oX,
JU. 149 note 1; Gordon's opinion
J^artLjg abandonment of. iU

,MO Zobelr'e appointment urged
tor extrication of. ill. 159.

*

KJiJ^rtoum, garrison of. to be r«.
«.ved. ill,«,. 181,^1^^^'^
t^iSL"*' '"j ^"' diwffecUon oftribe, round. 111. leO; fall of, 111
16«; expedition to. urged bv
Goschen. ill. 17«; deprecit^ bjl
Bikring. ill. 180.

'

Mahdi's rise in, ill. 144.
'

Nile campaign, lil. I6S-I68.
South Sea stock. I. 472. 813, 647.
fouthey, 1.140; 11.838.
Spain:—

Hohenzollem candidate for throne

Und question in, ill. 477.
fttlmerston on treaties with, 1. 280.

BJ:f . "««»*'*"on8 with, 1, 267.

'^il.a.?K°"°'?''"'' "">• »»eon«titu-
tional character of. 111. 390, 400, 401;

tor,111.387-401;sittlngsof. 111.'401-

«B, 40^11; effect of, on public
opinion, ill. 411-412.

^eetator, 11. 178-177.
Speddlng, James, 1. fi09; n. 534 i

Spencer, 3rd Earl, 1. 236 292 '
'

4th Earl, 1. 341.

~T."i'n^''' ll'^'^'e'^ of, with Cardi-nal Cullenii. 439^140; president ofthe council (1880), 11. 653 j Irish vice-

tasit In Ireland, lii. 70-71; Irish
party, attitude towards, ill. 108- onrenewR" of Crimes Act, ill. 1<J0. m-views on Land Purchase bill. ill. ij^J

91^' «°"*«"ative attack on. ill. 2i,t-
««, Je2; banquet to, 214. 233: at I

'
1
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iJl TS**^
?"* Hawarden, 111. 261 j

(Dec. 30), I. 272; for home rule, ill

uL'""V ''**''• °" Chamberlain'sWih scheme. Hi, 291; president of
council (1886), 1,1. ^'7.:^rnmlord of admiralty (1892). m m»
note; Gladstone's In'tenttn to t"commend, as his successor, ill 812^
otherwise mentioned. 11. 260.' 268;'

Ml, AKi, 4JJ), 45,7 „„,^
Spencer, Udy Sarah, ill. 818.
»Port, Gladstone's view of, 1. iw.

^"mT"'
*""• ^''"'*'' "• ^' 2". MO.

StaflTord, Augustus, I. 386.
Standard, HI. 264 note.
Stanhope, Lord (Lord Mahou). 1 381

»ot«, 438. 869; 11.836.
^' *^^

"^tmi)^ P«"«on of. ,t Oxford

I n^"^ '^•"'no. 11. 219; In
Rome.li.ia2;deathof.lll.98;othe"
wtae mentioned. 1. 18. 46-47; 111. 98—^Eaward. BUhop of Norwich. 1.

of Alderiey. Lord, U. 39-40, 118.
, Lord, »ee Derby.

Stanmore, Lord (Arthur Gordon), prl.^^ecretanr to Gtadstone, 1. 897,

W3; 11. 228, 880, 630; Ul. 139; other
wtae menuoned, 1. 399 note «; 490; 11.

^'*"'«^L Si' James, 11. 113 notei, 418.
,

804. 648; 111, 297 note.

\ At^u" ?*'?«"«'«•'* the Church,

I7J, Gladstone's purpose in, i. 172
his later estimate of. 1. 179-I8O;'
opinions on. 1. 178-177; German
tran.sIation of, 1. 181 note.

Stead. W., n. sao note.

Sterling. John, i. 177; h. 334

Stocker. C. W.. i. 78.
•Stoekmar, Baron, li. 244.
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StopfoH, ArcMaaeoa, 11. •J88-2(W.

Stork*, Hit Henry, i. «1«, «!«, HIT; U.
«M9-(iB0.

Stowt, Mrt. BMtkcr, II. 79.

HtnUuu, Sir aw>rge. III. as note.

Stratford, Lord, m* Bwlcllffe.

StmaM, II. AM and note*, im.
StroMmayor, Biihop, III. 310-303.

Stoart, R., 1. 237.

Stobba, BUhop, ii. 030, 061.

Soakln, ilL 178, lt» note.

Snooaulon duty, I. «I3, «», 474, 013.
BnccM*, Oladatone'a view of, I. 213-214.
SufTrage, «e« Pranchlse.
BuRar datlet, I. 238, 643-644 ; II. 632-634.
BulllTan, Sir Edward, 11. 2S4, 279, 283.
Sumner, Blahop, III. 96 note.

Charlee, I. 441; U. 70, 78, 398, 401,
402.

Bmbeam, Oladitone'a omUe In, ill.

217-218.

SoHex, Dukeof, 1. 178.

Butherland, Dnoheia of, Oladatone's
letters to, II. 71, 88, 89, 146, 182-107,
210-217, 218, 246 ; friendililp for Olad-
tone, 11. 183, 107; death of, Ii. 107.

Sntherland, Dnka of, IL 111, 112, 180-
186.

Sutton, Manners- (Speaker), i. 100.
Sydenham, Lord (Ponlett ThomKin), i.

142 note.

Tait, Archbishop, on Oxford commis-
Bion, L 499; Gladstone's letter to,
on EMayt and Bevietet judgment, Ii.

164; consultations with, on Irish
Church bill, ii. 281-362, 267-270, 274,
278,624; conversatiou with Disraeli,
ii. 260 and note ; on Gladstone's con-
cern at outbreak of Franco-Pmsslan
war, ii. 335; Gladstone's relations
with, lU. 94; eraatianism of, ill. 471.

Talbot, , i. 380 note ».

Bp. of Rochester, 11. 436.
Talfourd, Sir T. N., i. 130, 136; Ui. 467.
Talleyrand, I. 818 note ; II. 343; Hi. 480.
Tariff revision (1842), i. 205-287; (184,1)

1.279.

treaties, attempU at, L 267 ; U. 21.
Taste, i. 190.

Taunton, Lady, ii. 183.

Taxation:—
Chamberlain's views on (1888), lii.

174, 224.

Collection of taxes, ii. 680.

Conveyance dutien, il. 373, 651.

Customs, articles liable to, in various
years, 11. 28 and note.

Direct, Ii. 62, 63, 634.

Fire insaranee duty, il. 373, 681.
Olaiiitoiie'a policy regarding (18S7),

II. (Kti-630.

Home Rule bill's provlaions ngard-
Ing, ill. 302, a»i-xn.

House tax, I. 106, 436-137.

Income tax :
—

AsseasmanU for, la 1842 aMi 1862,
Ii. <i7.

Chamberlain's proaonncsmenton,
III. 174.

Charities, proposed extension to,

11.68-66.

Committee on (1881), I. 480.

Crimean war, eiTect of, L 474.
Disraeli's proposals regarding

(1852), 1.4.18.

Expenditure, spirit of, fostered
by, II. 62.

Gladstone's policy regarding
(1883), I. 460, 462, 468, 466, 468,
471. 472; ill. 837; (1887) 11. 632-
634; (1889)11. 651; (1874) U.
478,483.

Ireland, proposals regarding, i.

460, 646.

Peel's policy regarding, i. 201;
his miscalculation, I. 474 and
note.

Rate of. In 1866, U. 88.

Repeal of, possible only in 1874,
11.496.

Rise of. In 1880, 11. 10.

Unpopularity of, I. 284-280.
Indirect, II. 21, 63, 631.

Local— Goachen's Local Rating bill,

il. 337, 388; question of (1874),
U. 479, 481, 482.

Malt duty, i. 43B; il. 651; iU. 7.

Match tax, Ii. 373 and notes.

Powers regarding, ii. 40.

Probate duty, ii. 650.

Soap duty, I. 462, 460.

Sugar duties, I. 236, 643-614; 11. 633-
634.

Tea duty, Disraeli's operation on
(1802), 1. 436: Gladstone's opera-
tion on (1883), 1. 462; Lewis'
additions to, 11. 633; Gladstone's
policy regardioK, 11. 632-638.

Tea licences, ii. 650.

War, for, i. 018-818.

Arthur Young's view of, I. 889.
Taylor, Colonel, 11. 448.

Sir Henry, remark of, on Glad-
stone, 1. 27; on money-dealings. III.

420; otherwise mentioned, I. 136,
205 and note; Ii. 66, 190 note, 388;
HI. 488.
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01«Jitoiie'. Tlalt to (1871). l| 377'

P.nrtonof.U.MOno£a,«.d.LrS;
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^«. 01«l,ton«'. .rtlole on, III. a^
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Thitil' »^'.T'** went'oned, II. 8, 221.

Of, II. 248; on Irish Church bill. 11*9; on Gladstone's disestablighniBnt
•poeeh (1874), H. 802; letter C«;i
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H. 888; •oMrlal to. I. a» no/.i-otherwlM mwilo«Ml. I. a»!^u « '

-— I>r.W Il.H.aa».
Thom*,n, Dr. Andww, I. no.

r"«o^r"" ^-'^ »^»«^»«). I. 143

"^"'"t' •iKnoU.
—-Sir Edward. 11.401.
ThrinK, Lord, I. Ml.
Ti)n«$—

'oiRed letters published by. ill. goi
^^'.'.«a6;Hb.I JCS

'7.'^;^!^'" fe*»y41mlf,d by.

H«rthMtoB'. letto, to. Ul. aw, 270.

Wrt.ta.d,nMUon,l.ttor.on(1870).

BwdlauKh-s question. Hi. 13-13, l«.

[Torquay, i.w."
I
Tory democracy, ili. m, 9oi
r~','^y' «w ConsenratiTe.
Toeti. Piadre. H. 210.

TowMend, M., «. 171M77.

T^i^-^v ••T ^»«' Morement.

TjSlwf- "• '"• "* "'^ »«««•

Berlin wnvention (1878), U. WW76;

I«ndon convention (1888). HI 122

?H.ff'''™'"^»^'^i
San Stefano, il. 872. 878.
™^"«'- '^""."1-48 and ,M«e.
Washington, H. 390, 408, 410.

Trench, Archbishop, views on Irishchurch question. II. 248, 2,W, 2«2 h„fc •

Gladrtone's letter to, offering he^S
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Trench, Archbisbop— continued.
orKanUlng Irish volunUry church,
H. 280.

Trent affair, li. 73-75, 580.
Trevelyan, Sir Charles, i. 610, 812.

Sir G. O., views ou abolition of
army purchase, ii. 361 ; county fran-
chise extension pressed by, ii. 476;
ill. 124; views on Bulgarian question,
li. 869; question by, on Turkey, ii.

666; Irish secretary (1882), ii. 654;
iii. 71 ; chancellor of the duchy (1884)

,

li. 684; Scotch secretary, iii. 294, 297
note; at round table conference, iii.

364 note
; against home rule, iii. 291

note; resi|<ns, iii. 30^-303; Scotch
secretary (1892), iii. 495 note ; other-
wise mentioned, ii. 463 note.

Truro, Lord, i. 92, 93, 121.
Tnpper, M. F., i. 53 and note, 65.
Turgot, iii. 4, 91.

Turkey :

—

Armenian atrocities, ill. 52Hi22.
Berlin treaty obligations repudiated

by, iii. 9; effect of pressure, i. 10.
Britain— support from (1771), i. 477

;

secret convention with, ii. 576,
679, 692; antipathy of (1881), iii.

74.

Bulgarian atrocities (1876), li. 648 et
seq.

Crimean war, «ee thut title.

Egypt, pretensions in, iii. 73; ir-
ritation at the joint note, i. 76;
declines to join European con-
ference, i. 79; complications of
the conference, i. 81 ; unfitness of
the Sultan to be protector of the
Khedive, i. 118; interference in,
suggested, iii. 147; frustration of
Salisbury policy in, iii. 496.

Foreign consols murdered in, li. 64»-
549.

French hostility towards (1881), iii.

74.

Gladstone's distinction regarding
governmeni: of, towards Chris-
tians and orientals, iii. 74 note;
his achievements against, iii. 538.

Lebanon government, ii. 680.
Problem of, i. 477, 544.
Ronraania and Servia partially re-

leased from, 11. 2.

Russia, warwith (1828), i. 480; (1853)
see Crimean, war; (1877) ii. 862.
669, 872.

Salisbury policy regarding, iii. 528.
San Stefano, treaty of. li. 572, 875.
Secret convention with, ii. 607.

Suez canal scheme ai afiectine i

591-892.
'

Turkey, Asiatic, British protectorate
over, li. 577.

Turner, , ii. 146-147 and note.
Dr., i. 46.

Tyler, J. E., 1. 78.

Tyndale memorial, i. 209.
Tyndall, John, ii. 534.

Ultramontanism, 1. 404.
Unitarian chapels, i. 321-323,
Unitarianlsm, i. 160; ii. 136.
United States :—

Alabama claims, aee that title.

Church in, il. 169.

Civil war:—
Books on, cited, ii. 70 note.
Course of, ii. 75, 81.

Forster's attitude towards, ii. 301.
France and Russia, attitude of. 11.

88.

Gladstone's view of, 11. 70-72, 74-
77, 79-82; later view, ii. 134;
his speeches on, ii. 79-82, 88
and note », 86.

Lancashire, effect on, ii. 66, 77
note 1, 124.

Lewis' estimate of, il. 69.
Principles of, ii. 70.

Rams built at Birkenhead for
confederates, ii. 396-396.

Gladstone— popularity of, ii. 82-83-
tribute to, iii. 532.

'

Irish— on Home Rule bill. Hi. 318,
323; on papal rescript, ill. 384;
spy from among, at Pamell com-
mission, ill. 404; Pamell repudi-
ated by. Hi. 459.

Materialism of, ill. 476.
Palmerston's attitude towards

(1845), i. 367.

Roman catholic prelates in, chances
of, il. 511.

Senate of, ii. 407.

War with (1782), iii. 181-182.
Universities, Gladstone's view of (1833),

i. 106 (gee aim Cambridge and
Oxford).

'

Utilitarians, 1. 166.

Vatican dkcrkks, Dolllnger's attitude
towards, iii. 422.

Vatican Decrees in their Searing on
Civil Allegiance, ii. 616-fll7; recep-
tion of, 11. 517-^20.

Vitticanism, 11. 521; iii. 281.
Vattel, cited, li. 16.

Vaudols valley, i. 87.
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Vanghan, Mr., il. 79.— 5*^
• *• W «<><«•

Dean, ii. 433.

Vaavenargues cited, Hi. 482
Veitch, Prof. John, I. 9 note

Zl '^ ^"'"^'•' "• ^^' »«6 "rvd

Victor Emmanuel, King, ability of, ii. 8 •

Glad«tone'a appreciation of, «'. w'
114; G adatone'g audience of, ii. 218-
o^erwise mentioned, il. 1*7, 3^,'

Victoria, Princess, 11. 103.
Queen :—

Chronology
:
_ Gladstone's first pre-

standing with Peel, 1. 222- at

?r'*f«
'» »' Privy Council

i„?,i^'
'•,^243; Gladstone's

h™ T^«'' "° Maynooth resigna-
Uor^ 1.276; on Peel's retirement,

_..T^.' £!?""«'• 8 correspondence

»i^t;';'^''f"'°''*''^«'^n'«relations with Kossuth, 1. 415.

on^riJ:.^'
"°'""^'« A*^^"

on Crimean question, 1. 482; views

sto„„'™Hf"''T"''^^'**«7 GUd!
stone dines with, I. 490; New-casue recommended to i 493-

-in*^' 'fK»««°° of coalition

i-825; forLansdowne, 1.628- for

ance of Palmerston govemment,

l.WO-641; commends Gladstone's
offer regarding Ionian position,

ll«
^"'^?•"•'°^'fl''*«p««-

o«;J.. ^' '*"''» '»' Lord
Granville, 1. 626; for Palmer-
aton, 1.626; draft of letter to o„Peel 8 govemment, i. 6i2; grief•t Prince Albert's death.'ii^'

A^K .r',.'®^*'*'"'^* to Prince
^bert, 11. 96, gg, i04, 105: atBalmoral, 11. 97-106; ok ft,^ifh
qnestlon, ii. 102, 104, I17 1^ „„
Garibaldi,

11. mno^i'i:^
Palmerston's death, ii. 162. 155.
co,^ends Gladstone's leade'rshTp;
U- 157; Russell and Gladstone in

I^rd Derby, 11.211; advised by
IMsraeli to dissolve, il. 248; dlffi.

1I^"'t'S':!"'^
^"^ Clarendon,

L^ < l^i'.ell''"'' disestablish^
went, ii. 25!)-262, 267-271, 273, 278
*27; urged by Gladstone to open
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parliament (l(,70), ii. 2<B- .„„

Prussian war. il. 327; armv«'"nn. 11. 360. 363. «9?™atBalmoral (I871) «. jjf^'^"
^iusion Of. Criticised, fi"^

Ml, ministerial crisis, ii. 446I

^!. to on dissolution, «.

«one, ii 493; receives ministers'

oTSr'"-.'**"""^= remark.
Gladstone's retirement, 11.«'*-«»; averse to meddline with^umenlcal council, il\"ig;'"„^

S^sS ^.Sr*'^'^ resignaUon!

"• ••21-«24; views on Lowe's visicounty li 631; friendship fo^

to ^»^i
Browne's appointment

to Canterbury, Hi. 9^^
cabinet reconstruction (1882), iii
100; urges Gladstone's accent^
s^ce Of a peerage, iii. ,04Si:stone s memorandum to, on case

129; her efforts towards settle-
•»ent Hi. ,3o-,39; on EgyTth^
q«jestlon,iii.8o,i69,l62,W,17^

terial defeat, 1. 199, 20?, suggests
continuance i wvi.

""Sk"""

LnM a.i< i ^"' summons

8^^«-« /."""y' *• **; Glad-Stone s audience of. 1. 206; neeo-

'•iiS«'-i|'8'rH.Pon'soX
1lJ^208; offers Gladstone inearldom. 1. 209; Gladstone's an^
enceof(Feb.i.'86).iii.29^."^T

Hi r^
Gbdstone's electioneerl

Ing. i.i. 344; Gladstone's final
audience of (I886), iii. 347-348-
Gladstone's last cabinet re^
to.lli.61; Gladstone's last and"

1°^°VJ';"'^"''«'" '««"2gwith Gladstone, iii. 524
Enthusiasm, dislike of, ii. 425
Gladstone, letters to, ii. 89-90 nw

^2,459.626.627,'649;1h is!?^"
40. 116-117, 167, 180. 1«>,,9.;t4«;
209, 615; appreciation of, ii. 267,
426; friction with, ii. 427-428, 699
his estimate of, ii. 42J, 620, 628

Gladstone, Mrs., letter to, ii. 470.
473; telegram to, iii. 631.

Home Rule, attitude towards. Hi.
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Victoria, Queen— continued.
Otherwise mentioued, 1. 1*J9, 274, 276,

44«; 11. 31, ST, 74, 104-141, 182,

186, 189, 191, 208-209, 418, 472,

499,617; iii. 6, 2»-24, U85.

Viliafranca, 11. 7, la
Vllliers, tie, cliief justice, ill. 33, 41.

C, I. 249, 433; 11. 33, 37, 46, 635-636.

Virgil, ill. 481.

Vitztbum, 1. 976 note, 691 note.

VlTian, third Lord, ill. 116.

Sir Hussey, iil. 386,

Vivian Grey, 11. 499.

Votes of confidence, Gladatone's disUlu
of, 11. 209, 442.

Wakbfibu), E. O., i. 358, 361 note*.
Wales: —

Bishoprics qaestion, 1. 260 and note,
288.

Church disestablishment qaestion in,

ill. 367 and note', 471, 496.

Election results in (1874). 11. 490;
(1880) 11. 613, 614.

Gladstone's tour hi (1887),lli. 386,387.

Home role (Irish), attitade towards
(1886), iil. 323, 346.

Prince of (King Edward vn.), on
Danish qaestion, ii. 120; on Phaeniz
Park murders, iil. 68; friendliness to

Gladstone, ill. 103, 105; Gladstone's
letter to, ill. 108 ;

gift to Gladstone on
golden wedding anniversary, Hi. 417

;

letter from, on Gladstone's impend-
ing resignation, ill. 610 ; Gladstone's
estimate of, 11. 294, 378; ill. 200;
otherwise mentioned, i. 275; U. 92,

141; 111.322,385,624,633.— Princess of (Queen Alexandra), 11.

99, 189, 499; ill. 117, 417, 510.

Walewski, 1.491; 11.21.

Wallace, D. Mackenzie, U. 561.

WalUchia, 11. 3.

WaHenstHn, 11. 101.

Walpole, Sir R., 1. 37 ; 11. 50, 61, 91, 638.

Spencer H.,i. 661, 583, 631; U. 31,39.
Spencer, 1. 4fi7 note,

Walsh, Dr., ill. 449.

Father, 11. 635.

War:—
Gladstone's opinion of, ill. 182-183

endnote; 647-548.

Manchester school's view of, ill. 182.

Popular fevers for, 11. 221, 674, 675.

Preparations for, effect of, ii. 44.

Taxation and loans for, 1. 615-618.

Ward, Mrs. Humphry, iil. 357-369.

W. G., 1. 274, 313-.316, 331 ; 11. 165.

Waste lands, committee on, 1. 368.

Waterford, Lord, ill. 143 and note.
WaUon, Colonel, ill. 149.

Watts, George, ii. 541-643.

Webster, Daniel, 11. 369.

Sir Richard, ill. 394, 398, 409.
Welby, Lord, ill. 306, 526.

WeUesley, Dean, 1. 39; U. 89, 273-275;
iil. 92-94.

Wellington, Duchess of, ill. 03.

Duke of, retrenchments by, 1. 121;
unpopularity of, 1. 122; at Drayton,
1. 133; methodical ways of, 1. 13t;
Gladstone's first interview with, 1.

143; view of, on church question,
i. 165; on China question, i. 225;
Garwood on, i. 228; on lioundary
question, 1. 260; on 'the Queen's
government,' i. 283; advises dissolu-
tion, 1. 290; on Peel's view of party,
i. 290; as premier, 1. 300; on Ionian
Islands, 1. 698; leadership of Lords
by, 11. 369; brevity of, 11. 532, 546;
letton from, ii. 646; cabinet fight

over statue of, ill. 6; Gladstone's
estimate of, ill. 481 ; position of, ill.

485-486; otherwise mentioned, i. 68-
69, 75, 110, 120, 149, 243, 376, 543,
641-642; ii. 641,649,653; iU. 277, 473.

Wells, David Ames, ii. 373.

Wesley, John, i. 319.

West, Sir Algernon, ii. 279.

Westbary, Lord (Sir Richard Bathell),
Gladstone assisted by, i. 472 note'^,

601; views on Divorce bill, 1. 670-
671; on Ionian Islands, 1. 620 note';
on stamp duties, ii. 64; on Danish
question, ii. 118; Ettayt and Re-
vietas judgment, ii. 164; otherwise
mentioned, i. 602, 618.

Westminster, Dake of, iii. 623 note.

Lord, 1. 239.

Abbey, ii. 460; 111. 6, 533.

Whamcllffe, Lord, 1. 76, 242.

Whately, Archbishop, 1. 61, 67, 168.

Whigs:—
Characteristics of (1863), i. 446.

Coalition of Peelites with (1853), 1.

443 e( »eq.

Defeat of (1841) , i. 237 ; U. 203 note >,

264.

Finance of, 1. 468, 469.

Fusion of seceders with tory party,
i. 139.

Influence of, tiU 1868, Hi. 2S3.

Name of, discussed, 422.

Opposition of, to Peel (1836), compo-
sition of, 1. 419-420 and note.

Protectionist combination with, i.

290.
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Whltbread.8..m.l2,3M„o(e.
White, Blanco, I. 57, 74, 217

Edward, 11. 131.
Whiteside, Chief Justice, 11. 128
Wlgan, 1. 287.

WUberforce, Samuel, Bishop (of Win-
chester), advice to Gladstone, 1. IflO-
151; on marriage question, i. 869-
advocates revival of convocation, 11
162; on rise of Disraeli, 11. ZiO; arch-
biahopric uf York desired for. by
Gladstone 11. 430; death of, 11. 459; i

Gladstone's estimate of, .ioO; Life
of, 11. 597; Gladstone's estimate of!

'

1.227; 11.460; his estimate of Glad-
stone s position, ii. 134, 171; Glad-
stone's letters to, 1.387 ;ii. 149, 159,
i«J, othervise mentioned, 1. 568- 11

183,423,534; Hi. 96 note.
'—

-
William, Gladstone's meeting with,

>. 13; emancipation views of, 1. 104-
Gladstone's estimate of, i. iOft-107' I

Peels view of, 1. 150 ; otherwls^
mentioned, i. 23, 213, 236.

Wilbraham, Mrs., 1. 234.
Willes, Sir James Shaw, ii. 383

^'l!!*?'u'7.
^""P*'"'. on RnsMll's de-

spatch, ii. 16; Interviews with Bene-
dettiii. 330-331. 333 „o(e; San Juan
boundary question referred to, ii.

m.. King, iii. 284 note.
IV. King, Melbourne government

i'^',".^
by, i. 118 and note; death

of, 1. 140; perversity of, i. 144 ; other-
wise mentioned, i. 103; iii. 653

WtlUam George Ward and the Oxford
Movement, \.Zi3notei.

Williams, Isaac, 1. Ill, 307 note
R., 1. 309-310.

Wllmslow, -—, i. 46.
Wilson, Sir Charles, iii. 165.
Winchelsea, Lord, i. 279.
Window duty, 1. 106, 469.

w!rfrF""k!''ifs^:'-'''''^*'^'«'«»'
Wolowski, Count, 11. 230.
Wolseley, Lord, in South Africa (1879),

641

TeI-el-Kel,.r, iii. «3; at Gordon's
send-off. ui. iaoa,„i mte; advises
preparations for relief expedition, ill.
1<.3; appointed to command, iii. 164-IM; asks reinfon-ement, ill. 178-
position of, 179; cited, ii. 360

Wolverton, Lord, at Hawarden.ii. 474-
^tter on leadership, il. «0l-602i

leadership with Gladstone, ii. 61ft.
017; at Hawarden (June 1886), iii.
1Mb; otherwise mentioned, ii. 462

^ *^'if».
45«, 563, m, 684; iii. 102 '

Wood, Sir Charles, ,ee Halifax, Lord
-—General Sir E., on South Africa.

149
**" ^*°*'*' Gordon. Ul.

^°5m'
""^ '°'^''* dismissal case, 1.

WooJner, Thomas, ii. 191, 192
Wordsworth, Charles, Bishop of St. An-

drews, 1. 50, 74, 329.
Dr. Christopher, 1. 80, 213.

~7 ^"i'-f^J^^'^^'t^ne's estimate of.
i- 96, 1J5, 220; intimacy with, 1. isftl

\f''
°" Gladstone's first book, 1.

176; on Kendal railway .scheme, 1.
369 note; il. 640; pension of, ii. MO
.w'"fj,

G'adstone's reminiscences of.

";!f:j»».488;
otherwise mentioned

i. 159, 2M and note.
Wortloys, the, 1. 123, 468.
Wyndham, Sir W.. 1.223 no^ei.
Wynford. first Baron, i. 75.

lOEK, address from, 11. 13(H3i.
Young, Arthur, cited, 1. 559.

Sir John, i. 420, 595, 601, 611.
Lord, ii. 469.

^Tl>4-^''*"'* *^°'' ''"'' ^™«'"'

Zambelli, Napoleon, 1. 616.
Zante. 1. 599, 604.
Zetland, Lord, ii. 78.
Zobeir, iii. 156-160.
Zulu war, 11. 683, 692. f'.
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