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GENERAL.

THE GREAT TEMPTATION AND ITS LESSONS,
DOCTRINAL AND PRACTICAL.

—

1. THE FORTY DAYS TEMPTATION.

T the age of thirty years, Jesus, now fully assured of His Mes.
siahship (see chap. 1.), and fully prepared to enter upon

His public ministry, was solemnly set apart to it, by the Holy
Ghost, in the presence of John the Baptist, whose ministry
was designed to prepare the ““lost sheep of the house of Israel
for that of Jesus. * John did no miracle,” John x. 41; but the
evidence of his divine commission to ‘preach the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins,” Mark i. 4, was such as to
make his baptism binding on the consciences of the Jewish peo-’
ple. And though baptism conld not signify, in the case of our
Lord, the removal of personal sinful pollution, as it did in the
case of all others who submitted to John's baptism, yet not only
may we say that being, as a Jew, subject to all the ordinauces
binding on the Jewish people, as well as subject, as a man, to all
the requirements of the moral law, it was proper, or, as Himself
says, ‘“becoming,” that He should, as other Jews, acknowle’ge
John’s divine commission by receiving baptism at his hauds, but
we may say also, and perhaps especially, that, the sin of the
world being laid on Him and assumed by Him, that He might
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put it away, there was a propriety in His submitting to the ordi-
nance symbolical of the removal of sin.

It was on the occasion of His baptism that John received such
full evidence of the divine Sonship and the Messiahship of Jesus
as warranted his bearing witness to Him as the * Son of God,”
and as ‘““the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world,” John 1. 29-3¢4. For no sooner had he baptized Him
than he saw the heavens opened and the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and resting upon Him. And, no doubt, he
heard the accompanying voice irom heaven, referred to by the
first three evangelists, * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.”

But before our Lord actually entered on the work of His pub-
lic ministry He had to pass through a protracted and very
remarkable trial, which is only briefly referred to by Mark, fuller
details being given by Matthew and Luke. Before entering on
our proposed exposition of the account of this trial, we preface a
few remarks that may help in our endeavor to take up its full
meaning and its lessons.

it was only now that our Lord was on the eve of His great
personal conflict with Satan. In the counsels of God, the utter
overthrow of the great adversary by the ‘seed of the woman”
was sure. For four thousand years, at least, the war declared in
Eden had been mainteined. Largely as ¢ darkness covered the
earth and gross darkness the people,” God had maintained a
visible kingdom in the world, where the light of His saving truth
shone. Satan was never permitted to forget the primeval threat-
ening of his overthrow, ‘I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy

"head, and thou shalt bruise his heel,”” Gen. iii. 15. But we may

well suppose that, notwithstanding multiplying intimations of
God’s purpose of grace, first revealed in that threatening, Satan
did not renounce his hope of defeating it. The conquests made,
from age to age, in rescuing men from his rule of sin and death,
were indeed displays, often very wonderful, of God's grace and
power ; but they were not the displays of His wisdom that they are
now seen to be, since Christ has completed His work of redemp-
tion. For the dishonor of God, far more than the misery and ruin
of maun, is the supreme design and aim of Satan; and, if so, we can
not but think that, however much he might be galled by the
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manifestations of God's irresistible power in delivering souls from

the bondage of sin, he might still hope to maintain his own inter-

est in the world at large to the dishonor of God. He knew that
the empire he had gained would not be retained without a con-
flict. But it would be hard for him to believe that he would sus-
tain defeat at the hand of the ‘““seed of the woman,” or that a
descendant of the woman, whom his cowardly craft had over-
come, would be the author of his overthrow and of the extinction
of his interest in a world in which he had secured almost univer-
sal sway. It would be to fall into the common error of ascribing
divine attributes to Satan to think that he knew beforehand what
we now know, of the union of deity with humanity in the person
of his predicted conqueror and destroyer, and of the way in which

his rule of the world was to be overthrown and extinguished.
‘We cannot doubt that he was in a state of uncertainty and sus-
pense in relation to a coming conflict, in which he still hoped
that his power and subtility, though taxed to the uttermost, might
prevail.

The long period of uncertainty and suspense was now draw-
ing to a close. The promised Saviour had been born. Satan
knowing of his birth, his first effort was to have Him destroyed
immediately, by the jealousy of a wicked and cruel king ; because
howev=r hopeful he might be of success in a conflict with Him,
he would, we may be sure, much prefer to evade a conflict, as he
always does (James iv. 7), courage being conspicuously absent in his
mode of warfare. In this effort, he was defeated by the special
providence of God, Matt. ii., and, under the same watch.ul provi-
dence, the child had now grown to maturity. During the whole
period of His growth, Satan doubtless had his eye upon Him,
and, as he was permitted, did his part in the temptations by
which the childhood and youth of Jesus were assailed, in common
with the childhood and youth of other men. But, we are sure,
no temptation by which He was assailed issued, at any time, in
sin. There was nothing in Him of that universal human deprav-
ity that makes exposure to temptation so dangerous, and so fatal
often to childhood and youth. And as to peculiar temptations,
not only was He largely secured against exposure to them by His
perfect holiness of heart, but, we may be sure, Satan was
restrained from making any extraordinary assault upon Him,
until the proper time should arrive for his being permitted to put
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forth all his power against his dreaded adversary. That time
had now arrived.

Jesus being now fully furnished for the work before Him, by
the *“ Holy Ghost given him without measure,” John iii. 34,
Satan was, we may say, let loose upon Him. All restraints being
withdrawn, he lost no time in making trial of strength, i.e., of
subtility, Gen. iii. 1, with his great adversary. It is instructive to
notz that, as in other cases, the outpouring of the Holy Ghost
and the letting loose of Satan were cofemporaneous ; and a com-
parison of the different terms in which the great temptation is
related by the evangelists is very suggestive and impressive.
Luke says, ¢ Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from
Jord-.., and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness.” Mark
intimates that His going into the wilderness ¢ immediately ” fol-
lowed the descent of the Spirit, and says the Spirit drove Him,
the word implying that He acted under a powerful, or, perhaps
we should say, irresistible divine impulse. And Matthew begins
his narrative in terms which intimate that the very end of His be-
ing thus powerfully and irresistibly led into the wilderness was
that He might be tempted of the devil. This temptation lasted
forty days, Luke expressly stating that He was “forty days
tempted of the devil,” and Mark, that ‘ he was in the wilderness
forty days. tempted of the devil.” Matthew and Luke agree in
saying that all that time he was without food;: the former that
He * fasted forty days and forty nights,” and the latter that ““in
those days he did ea: nothing.” At the termination of this
period, His bodily wants, which, during its whole continuance,
had doubtless been forgotten or unfelt, owing, we may assume, to
the intensity of the spiritual conflict through which he was passing,
asserte-. their power, and were the occasion of another tempta-
tion, or succession of temptations, recorded in detail by Matthew
and Luke.

A comparison of the different accounts makes it all but certain
that Satan did not make his presence known to our Lord, or did
not present himself to Him as a person, till the end of the forty
days. Though the whole temptation was his work, he being the
prime mover and the chief or only agent in it, he was,
all the while, an wunseen agent working by the instrumentalities
that are at his disposal, in his assaults on the human Spirit. We
cannot certainly know, because we are not expressly informed
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the precise character and form of the terrible conflict of those
forty days and forty nights. But by comparing Scripture with
Scripture, and having a due regard to the different accouuts of
the three evangelists, we may, perhaps, form a reasonable con-
jecture of the general character of the protracted conflict, while
we are careful not to dogmatize or to invent details.

We may, in the first place, take it for granted that while
Jesus was powerfully or irresistibly led into the wilderness fo b¢
tempted of the devil, this could not have been the end He had in
view in going into the wilderness. He could not have been led
into the wilderness by the felt desive or consciously formed purpose of
being tempted. Such a purpose would have been wrong in Him,
as it would be in us. He must have had another and very different
end in view, while the Spirit was so leading Him, that His wilder-
ness experience would be such as He was fully prepared for, but
not such as He sought in retiring for a season.

In the second place, we think it may be as readily taken for
granted that the end which Jesus actually had in view, in retiring
into the wilderness, was meditation and prayer, in the prospect of the
actual commencement of His public work. But as it so often hap-
pens with the Christian believer, that when he retires in the hope
of spending a pleasant and profitable season in meditation and
prayer his whole exercise proves a most trying spiritual contlict ;
so Jesus, retiring into the wilderness to hold communion with
His God and Father in meditation and prayer, found His great
enemy let loose npon Him, and passed the whole time in doing
battle with him.

It is said in Mark that He “was with the wild beasts.” Can
this mean anything but that Satan attempted to terrify Him?
And what can be more reasonable than to suppose that Satan
should first of all assail Him, in the way of attempting to intimi-
date Him hoping to deter Him from His worl by presenting it
in its darkest and most discouraging aspects? Every thought-
ful Christian will admit that the position and circumstances and
the prospects of Jesus were now as great a contrast to those ot
our first parents as could well be conceived. Placed in a pleas-
ant paradise, the sweetest spot on earth, which, yet uncursed,
was all a paradise ; and having no prospect before them but that
of happiness, never to differ from the present, save in its increase
and security, there was nothing on which to ground an appeal to
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their fears. Satan, therefore, too successfully, instead of appeal-
ing to their fears, sought to make them regardless of the conse-
quences of disobedience, representing their probation as a need-
less and jealous encroachment on their liberty, the assertion of
which, he said, could issue only in theiradvantage. But Jesus was
now in a wilderness, meetly emblematic of the once blessed earth,
now under the curse, yet as much exceeding it in desolation
as the beauty of Eden exceeded that of the yet unblighted world ;
and, instead of the prospect of an easy probation, there was
before Him that of opposition violent and fierce as hell could
make it. So that, without venturing to conjecture details, we
think it will readily be granted that Satan would only show his
characteristic subtility and craft by putting forth his utmost en-
deavors to turn Jesus aside from the work He had undertaken
by working upon His fears of what was before Him. He had
undertaken the work of overthrowing Satan’s world-wide domin-
on of ignorance, error, and sin, and of establishing on its ruins
His own kingdom of light and truth, and of peace and righteous-
ness, and of thus re-establishing His Father’s righteous authority
on earth, or, as the apostle expresses it, delivering up the king-
dom to the Father, having put down all opposing rule, authority,
and power, I. Cor. xv. 24. Retiring to meditate and pray, in
view of what was now immediately before Him, Satan is per-
mitted to put ferth all the power he has to act upon the human
spirit, in presenting his work in its darkest aspects. And so
terrible was the assault, and so steady the resolution with which
it was met, and, therefore, so intense the spiritual strain that
resulted, that, while it lasted, the wants of nature were entirely
forgotten.

The issue of the conflict was the defeat of the assailant. The
enemy was completely foiled. If his attempt was of the char-
acter we have supposed, we are sure that, during all that dark
and dreadful period, Christ’s resolution never wavered—that no
unbelieving fear ever, for an instant, found a lodgment in His
mind, and that no aspect of His work, however fearful to con-
template, had any effect upon Him, except to induce a firmer
reliance on Him whose work He came to do. Satan could find
no point at which any of his fiery darts could enter. All were
promptly quenched by the shield of faith, wielded with a steady
resolution and an unfailing skill which he had never before come
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into contact with, as the great tempter of humanity. The close
of the struggle found Jesus more firmly resolved in relation to
His great work and better prepared for it, His frame of mind
being in full accord with the prophetic word, ‘“ The Lord God
hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned
away back. I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to
them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame
and spitting. For the Lord God will help me ; therefore shall I
not be confounded : therefore have I set my face like a flint, and
T know that I shall not be ashamed. He is near that justifieth
me ; who will contend with me ? Let us stand together : who
is mine adversary ? Let him come near to me,” Isa. l. 5-8.

We are confirmed in our conjecture as to the general but dis-
tinctive character of the forty days’ temptation by the fact that
such an experience is in full accordance with the universal experi-
ence of Christian believers; so that, in framing our conjecture,
we are simply assuming that our Lord’s temptation was exemplary.
It is a universal experience ihat the bestowment of special spirit-
ual endowment should be followed very soon, if not immediately,
by temptation or spiritnal conflict, in which all the endowment
bestowed, or grace received, is needed to defeat the design of
the great adversary. As Jesus, when He received the Spirit
without measure, was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil—not going into the wilderness withany such
purpose or expectation, but finding, in point of fact, that all His
endowments wore needed to meet a violent and protracted assault
of Satan, so the Christian believer, when he has been graciously
favored with a spiritual experience of a special character, though
he may not go in the way of temptation, but may, on the con-
trary, be watching diligently and praying earnestly lest he enter
into temptation, will yet, in point of fact, have occasion, prob-
ably very soon, for the exercise of all his new-gotten endowment,
in doing battle with special temptation. Let us say, however,
in passing. that the more watchful and prayerful he is lest he
should enter into temptation, the more likely he is to come
through not only safe, but victorious.

Our position and prospects are not like those of our first
parents before they fell, but like those of Christ when He entered
on His public ministry. As Christian believers, followers of
Christ, ‘ we are in the world, as he was in the world.” We are
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in a “world that lieth in wickedness,” under the dominion of one
who is called the ‘“ god of this world "’ ; and our prospect is that
of a conflict, not such as the conflicts which occupy so large a place
in the history of this world, but a conflict against * principalities
and powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places,” Eph. vi. 12. Being,
by our birth into the world, the children of disobedience and of
wrath, our new birth of the Spirit may be contemporaneous with
our natural birth, or, as seems to be more cotnmon, even in the ex-
perience of the children of the godly, it may not have taken place
till after a longer or shorter portion of our life has been spent in
the service of Satan, ‘“led captive by him at his will.” But in
either case, we are, as the followers of Christ, our lawful Lord,
the special objects of the enmity of Satan, who is our adversary,
as he is not the adversary of the ungodly, whose lord he is, as a
deceitful tyrant and cruel taskmaster. It is our wisdom, there-
fore, and our safety, tobe prepared to encounter the opposition
of our adversary, and to be on our guard against his wiles, Eph.
vi. For God will surely permit him to assail us, that in us, as
in Christ, He may be glorified by our being eventually * more
than conquerors.”

It is often of ill consequence that we do not consider, as we
ought, what we are exposed to as the objects of Satan’s enmity.
Many are the grievous falls of men, who, having been graciously
endowed as new creatures in Christ Jesus, are fooclishly incon-
siderate of the solemn warnings of Scripture and of the counsels
of Christian friends. This want of consideration makes them
the easy prey of their wily and ever-watchful adversary. ‘“ Happy
is the man that feareth always™; not, indeed, allowing himself
in any unbelieving fear, but, while full of confidence in God, not
‘“trusting his own heart” or “leaning to his own understand-
ing,”" and like a good soldier in campaigning time, who, if he
errs, it will be to excess, in the fear of caution and suspicion of
the enemy’s movements.

JamMes MipDLEMISS.
Elora.



THE NATURE AND PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY.

VERY age, as well as every individual, owes its intellectual
and spiritual vitality to the dominating and fructifying
influence of some one comprehensive idea. The present age
owes the greater portion of its mental life to the principle of evo-
lution—an idea which has become the very atmosphere of all en-
quiry in the domain of ait, of science, and of religion. In the
popular consciousness it is accepted without dissent that the
principle of evolution first appeared in its application by Darwin
to the facts of biology, and that its extension to the sphere of
mental life was an afterthought. As a matter of fact, however,
the systematic and more pregnant application of the principle in
the domain of history, of art, of philosophy, and of religion, had
been made by Hegel almost half a century before the time of Dar-
win ; and even Hegel cannot legitimately lay claim to its discov-
ery. Nevertheless, it lends such a living interest to the past
dzvelopment of all organisms, institutions, and creeds, that it has
now become a difficult matter to put ourselves in the place of
those who were without the idea.

The historical study of philosophy and religion has led to a
deeper insight into their nature and the necessity of both for the
human spirit, and has revealed their perennial existence in that
the object of both is the most deep-seated and radical impulse of
the human mind, DBoth breathe, as it were, an ever new and
immortal life. It is this conception of development that has
caused the history of philosophy to be considered a part of philo-
sophy itself. In place, too, of the negligence formerly bestowed,
there is an increasing appreciation of the different systems which
the history of philosophy presents as being the progressive effort
of the human spirit towards a fully articulated conception of the
world as rational, and as having as their principle some one
branch of the same universe of thought. Carlyle said that each
world-theory was * telling the universe what o’clock it is.” Yet
here, as in the realms of art and religion, there has beea the
spiritual ebb and flow; but with each return there has always
been advance. ‘““The refutation of a system,” says Hegel,
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“ only means that its limits are passed, and that the fixed prin-

ciple in it has been reduced to an organic element in the completer

system that follows. Thus the history of philosophy in its true
meaning deals not with the past, but with the eternal and veri-
table present : and in its results resembles, not a museum of the
aberrations of the human intellect, but a pantheon of godlike
figures, representing various stages of the immanent logic of all
human thought.”

Philosophy and human life are continuous. In the deepest
sense the philosophy of each individual is the reflex of his charac-
ter. Stanley Hall says, ‘‘ Philosophy is not a system, but a
developed inteliectual character, and hence entirely valid only for
the one who evolvesit.” Like religion, it is essentially a process
rather than a dogma : a process of thought whereby we live over
again the experiences of our theoretical and practical nature.
‘ Biologically considered,” says Prof. James, ‘“ man’s life consists
for the most part in adjustments that are unscientific, and deals
with probabilities and not with certainties.” The case is quite
similar in the development of philosophy ; though, perhaps, we
find the best analogy in the growth of civilization. No human
embediment of the intellectual or moral ideal is considered final;
vet man still is urged on by the impulse to seek the truth, im-
planted, as Plato says, by the divine Love : and there is still the
response of the beautiful soul to the ravishing ideal. In a way
quite similar systems cease to be :—but the impulse to philosophize
remains; and as a witness to the expansion of the life and spirit
of man ever attempts through reflection, which is its immanent
life, the fairer and fuller expression of man’s growinglife. Almost
all the great leaders in philosophy thought theirs was the final
system. “ But when thc sunset comes, the enigma of existence
is still wreathed in wmystic shadows, and with the fresh dawn
preparation has to be made for the new day of effort.”™  Philoso-
phy in reality is the human spirit pausing in its march to reflect
on the results that it has already garaered : to comprehend more
fully in the light of incrcased theorctical and moral experience
the substantial reality which permcates all life—physical, social,
and relizious. Not cvervthing, however, which has been called
by that name can be regarded as an essential link in the chain of
develupment.  Many who have assayed a system of philosophy
never reached the high level of thought necessary to the adequate
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expression of the spirit of their time. English philosophy affords
an example of this ; inasmuch as it is an unsuccessful and inade-
quate interpretation of English life and character in its vital and
deepest nature. For the real expression of the spiritual life of
England, we must go, not to her philosophy, but to her poetry.
Most will agree, however, that Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle
embodied in perennial thought the essential truth of the life of
Greece. In Hobbes, Locke, and Hume, the extreme individual-
ism of modern Europe came to consciousness; the results of
which, when transformed, became organic to the richer and fuller
reconstruction and development in Germany ; which, in turn, is
the unconccious inspiration of the developments that the sciences
of nature and man have undergone in recent years; and which
in their turn,also have rendered more imperative than ever before
a philosophy which may restore to man the consciousness of the
presupposition and impulse of all the sciences—the belief in the
ultimate unity of all knowledge, and adjust once more to har-
mony the respective claims of the three centres of human con-
cern—>Man, Nature, God.

Twice in the history of the western world has philosophy
reached the high tide. First in the development in Greece under
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle; and the modern movement in
Germany, begun by Kant and carried to its completion by Hegel.
To these two movements western civilization owes much of its
intellectual vitality. The results reached in the second were an
essential reaffirmation of those reached in the first. Both
reaffirmed the essential primacy of thought. Through the instru-
mentality of intelligence in both it was sought to discover a sat-
isfactory answer to, or principle of explanation of, the question,
“What is the absolute nature of man’s conscious experience,
intellectual and moral ?”  Both affirm that the only hypothesis
or principle of explanation is that of self-consciousness. In other
words, that the absolute nature of all reality is spiritual. Yet
the second was more than a mere reaffirmation of the truth
arrived at in the first. It wasa new demonstration the outcome
of the expericnce of the modern mind enriched through centuries.
of struggle — of those threshings which the souls of men are
forced to undergo in their advance to finer issues: a demonstra-
tion, too, which of necessity bears an intimate relation to the
needs, the difficulties, and the decpened experience of the modern:
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world, and thus the more complete with the light shed by the
fundamental fact of modern history—the fact of Christianity.

Philosophy is asking the same questions to-day as in the days
of Plato and Aristotle. The want of fixedness of form, in the
statement of the problem and in its solution, so often urged
against philosophy. is rather, rightly understood, an indication
of human progress. \Vith the growing complexity of knowledge
and experience, the problem of philosophy has been expressed in
correspondingly richer forms; yet the comprehensive and vital
question has ever been to exhibit the universe as a rational sys-
tem in the harmony of all its parts. Plato defines it: *“ The
search after true knowledge.” Aristotle: ¢ The science of being,
or of that which nnderlies all other sciences.” It is in Aristotie
that we first find a demarcation of the different philosophic dis-
ciplines corresponding, generally speaking, to that still current.
Thomas Aquinas, in agreement with Aristotle, regarded “ knowl-
edge, and pre-eminently the knowledge of God, as the supreme
end of human life.” Descartes defined it: ¢ The science of things
evidently deduced from first principles”; Leibnitz: “ The sci-
ence of sufficient reasons™ ; Kant: “ The science of the relations
of all knowledge to the necessary ends of human reason”;
Hegel : “ The science of reason in so far as the latter is the con-
scious idea of universal being in its necessary development ™ ;
Ferrier: ‘“ The substitution of true ideas, 1.c., of necessary truths
of reason, in place of the oversights of popular opinion and the
errors of psychological science”; Hamilton: ** The knowledge
of effects as dependent on their causes’: Spencer: ““ Com-
pletely unified knowledge ”: Lewes: * The explanation of the
phznomena of the universe " : Green: ‘ The explanation of the
possibility of man’s intellectual and moral experience.”

The opposition between true and untrue being is one of the
oldest thoughts in philosophy. Although Matthew Arnold pro-
nounced it a tyro's question, it is still one of the newest. Doubt-
less it was the illusions of sense-perception, making the unreal
appear real, which led men first to make the distinction, and to
the wonder which Plato says, in his “ Theztetus,” ““is the genu-
ine mark of the philosopher,” and which Aristotle says, in his
Metaphysics, * is the first cause of philosophy.” It is this feeling
of broken harmony of expericnce that is the origin of every sys-
tem of philesophy. In modern times, with the advance of the
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sciences of nature, the rupture between the religious and secular
consciousness to which Plato and Aristotle first called attention
has continued to become more severe. Men, it is true—the ma-
jority of them at least—have not ceased to respond to the
¢“ Sweet strange mystery,
Of what beyond these things may lie,
And yet remain unseen; ”

yet they are far from denying what Prof. Caird calls “ the broken
harmony of the spiritual life.”” In many minds the conflict be-
tween the scientific and the religious consciousness seems never
to arise. When it does arise, the only course open inevitably
seems to involve the surrend=r, “either of his intellectual hon-
esty, or of that higher consciousness which alone makes life
worth living.” It is just here that the existence of philosophy is
justifiable. Its supreme task has ever been, and is now more
than ever before, the reconciliation of man to himself.

Philosophy has been named the mother of the sciences; and
only by slow degrees did there come to be separate sciences.
Now it istheir fashion to dispute her supremacy, yet she must
not forego what is her privilege and her duty—that of being their
critic, and therein their inspiration. Divide et Zmpera is the
motto of science, and the scientific specialist, finding a hypoth-
esis suited to the explanation of the phenomena which he exam-
ines, is under the continual temptation of making use of it as a
measuring line of all existence. The task of philosophy is to
examine into the hypothesis made use of, and to understand it—
sce it in its relation to the whole of things. This becomes em-
bodied in a system which in its turn gradually becomes the
mental possession—the common belief and life of men. As
Browning in another connection says, ‘it dies, revives, goes to
work in the world.” Philosophy is thus the synthesis of science,
but through a higher medium than the sciences themselves
explicitly recognize. The science specialist will regard philoso-
phy as a greater superstition than religion, and religion often
looks upon it as a disease worse than science, and, as they say,
without the practical value of the latter. Philosophy must let
both have their way, and continue its task, with neither the
hopelessness of the one, nor the indifference of the other—the
criticism of science, and the cxplication of religion. Intellectual
or moral progress in the nation, as in the individusl, is possible
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only when firmly based on the deepest convictions of the soul.
Of course, there will always be those like the American lady who
once confessed to Emerson that the consciousness of being well-
dressed imparted to her an inward tranquiliity which religion was
powerless to bestow ; yet for those who must fight it out, Hegel
gives the warning that ‘‘the harmoniousness of childhood is a
gift from the hand of nature: the second harmony must spring
from the labor and culture of the spirit.”

In a previous paragraph it was said that philosophy first
existed as a conviction that things in their ultimate nature are
not what they seem. The early Greek philosophers, or physiolo-
gers, as they have been called, looking out upon the world asked,
“What is the substance or unitary reality underlying all the
diversity of the world around us?” The very nature of the
intellect gave them this notion of some permanent reality “as
the supporting centre of all transient appearance.” This opposi-
tion between the world of sense and the world which reason
recognizes is the problem fundamental to the otherwise diametri-
cally opposed systems of Parmenides and Heraclitus. In the
Platonic doctrine of ideas as the only real, the opposition received
still more definite expression, leading to the separation of mind
and body ; and this conception of the disparateness of mind and
body, ideal and real, phcnomenon and noumenon, nature and
spirit, has been the body of death to philosophy ever since. Aris-
totle endeavored to overcome it in his doctrine of substance and
cause. FHe strove to reach an immanental view of the Absolute,
but when face to face with the question he maintains that God,
as Choristos, is not merely distinct from the world, but virtually
sustains no relation to it. He is not the perfect actuality of
which the world is the dunamis, but an actuality absolutely anecu
dunameos. His doctrine of substance might have furnished a
different view. Godis for Aristotle not a causa immanens, but
dwells apart, * thinking on thought.” Such a doctrine,if pushed
to the extreme, leads to scepticism or the religion of annihilation..
The tendency of philosophy after Aristotle was more and more
to neglect experience and to make the opposition between mind
and matter more intense. The philosophy of the middle ages
was still dualistic. Their watchword was, ¢ The real is the univer-
sal "—meaning the universal won through abstraction. The
absolute separation of soul and body by Descartes made their
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union in knowledge incomprehensible. To explain the miracle ot
knowledge, Spinoza proves they do not become united : body and
soul have been so from all eternity. Deus sive Natura. Absolute
substance supplants dualism. The sensationalism of Hobbes and
Locke ends in the scepticism of Hume, the materia'ism of the
French encyclopedists, and the agnosticism of Spencer. It is
to Kant, most of all, that modern philosophy owes her increasing
freedom from such an illusion. Kant’s interest was, primarily, a
metaphysical one; yet far from denying the necessary connection
of objects of experience in space and time, he rather set to work
at the beginning to discover the universal principles which our
ordinary and scientific knowledge presuppose: for only when
these have been found can the more ambitious problem concern-
ing the existence of supersensible realities be with hope of suc-
cess attempted. Starting provisionally from the ordinary dual-
ism of knowledge and reality, by the gradual transformation of
the theory, Kant arrives at the conclusion that the only way of
accounting for the order of nature is that it is one which is con-
stituted by and for intelligence itself. If we are to be in earnest
with our explanation of experience, we must recognize the part
which self-consciousness plays in its constitution, and that
experience must forever remain unexplained and unaccounted for
so long as we maintain our belief that thought and nature are
abstract opposites. Kant's point of view is this: that the science
of being and theccience of knowledge are organically one and in-
separable. The real strength of the systems of Plato and Aristotle
was in their implicit consciousness of this doctrine—that the real
is the intelligible and the intelligible the real. The pre-Socratic
enquiry had been, “ What is being? " Socrates introduced the
question, “ What is knowing? " and it has remained the essen-
tial question of all philosophy. The exaggeration of the distinc-
tion between thought and things, mind and nature, freedom and
natural law was the cardinal error of pre-Kantian philosophy.
The idea of God in Descartes, the vision of all things in God
with Malebranche, and Spinoza's Infinite substance, are but the
vain attempts to bridge the chasm between thought and things
with which these philosophers started. The outcome, then, of
the critical philosophy is that the nature of the absolute reality is
spiritual, as also that of particularsubject and particular object,
both dependently sharing in the universal spiritual life in which
each subsists and has its essential being.
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The history of philosophy teaches at least two things: (1)
That the Absolute is spiritual, or else unknowable. Prof. Ferrier
made one remark in reference to the doctrine of the *‘ unknow-
able ” work, quoting : ‘‘ There can be an ignorance only of that of
which there can be a knowledge.” If, then, the Absolute,which
is the end of philosophy, be spiritual, we see at once the close
relation philosophy bears to theology ; the Absolute, as Spirit, is
the beginning of theology. (2) In the second place, the history
of philosophy teaches the regard the philosopher must have for
the sciences of nature. Philosophy has, and can have, no other
subject-matter than the world which lies around us—physical,
social, and religious. It draws its vitality from experience, and,
in turn, reacts upon and transforms experience into a res com-
pleta, which can be achieved only when all experience is viewed
sub specie aternitatis. Philosopliy must be the science of the actual
world : it is the spirit comprehending itself in its own externaliza-
tion and manifestations. In thisconnectionitisinteresting toquote
a sentence from the logic of Hegel, who, of all philosophers, is
usually spoken of on account of his deliberate neglect of the
sciences. In his introduction, he says: “ We may safely say that
experience is the real author of growth and advance in philosophy.
For, firstly, the empirical sciences do not stop short at the mere
observaticn of the individual features of a phenomenon. By the
aid of thought, they are able to meet philosophy with materials
prepared for it, in the shape of general uniformities, i.c., laws and
classifications of the phenomena. When this is done, the par-
ticular facts which they contain are ready to be received into
philosophy. And this reception into philosophy of these scientific
materials. . . . . forms, at the same time, a development of
thought out of itself. In a word, philosophy owes its develop-
ment to the empirical sciences.”

Philosophy deals with existence in its completeness. Exist-
ence we roughly divide into the three related spheres of mind,
nature, and God. To know as much as we can of these in their
ultimate essence by our human reason is the problem of philo-
sophy. Its three main divisions, thus, are: (1) Philosophy of
mind, including the questions quid facti and quid juris of Kant—
psychology and cpistemology. One is really the complement of
the other, just as the science of knowledge i. itself organic to
that of being or metaphysics. There are, then, under the philo-
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sophy of mind the two problems; we may put them in Kant's
terms: (@) How is knowledge possible (including the questions
of its origin and genesis), and (b) what renders moral experience
possible ?  (2) Philosophy of nature, or cosmology, as it is often
called, asks what conditions make a real knowledge of nature
possible ? As Prof. Watson says, this problem breaks up into
three subordinate problems—(a) Is there a mathematical knowl-
edge of nature? (b) Is there a physical knowledge of nature ?
(¢) Is there a biological knowledge of nature? Both the philo-
sophy of nature and the philosophy of mind are organic to (3)
the philosophy of the Absolute. It was said above that * the
outcome of the Kantian philosophy was to show that our intel-
lectual and moral experience must forever remain unaccounted
for and unexplained so long as we maintain our belief that
thought and nature are abstract opposites.” 1If, then, a philo-
sophy of nature is only possible in that science is merely intelli-
gence finding itself at home everywhere in the world—and the
physical, or, as it is called, the material, universe possesses being
only in relation to intelligence—is, in other words, a manifesta-
tion of the life of spirit, and if a consideration of the philosophy
of mind, of the conditions of our intellectual and moral experi-
ence, leads to the same result, 7.c., that man’s essential nature is
spiritual--these two worlds, nature and mind, subject and object,
render it absolutely necessary to assume the existence of an
absolute self-consciousness to whom the finitetude of nature and
mind is organic, yet in whom the world of nature and of indivi-
dual minds move and have their being. Long ago Aristotle de-
clared that the *“ active reason of man, the true organon or agent
of science, the faculty of the universal, was something divine,
belonging not to the individual, as such, but entering into him as
by a door.” To bring this to clearer consciousness is still the
work of philosophy.

Carlyle wrote in the year 1840: * The truth is, men have
lost their belief in the Invisible, and believe and hope, and work
only in the visible; or, to speak in other words, this is not a
religious age. QOnly the material, the immediately practical, not
the divine and spiritual, is important to us.” We should not
despair of the future of philosophy and religion. History tells
us of the heavenly home-sickness caused by the spiritual unbelief
of those who leave their Father's home, choosing for awhile to.
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feed on the husks of knowledge which is not wisdom, and which
Plato calls “opinion.” Goethe, in one place, says: *“ The deep-
est, nay, the one theme of all the world’s history, to which all
others are subordinate, is the conflict of faith and unbelief.”
Skepticism in philosophy has always led to a more living and
fuller development. For the spirit it is a duty to be free, and
that spirit feels itself most free which recognizes itself as the
instrument of the divine disposing. ‘ He to whom the Eternal
Word speaks is freed from many opinions.”
Joun A. MacCVaNNEL.
Columbia College.

THE TURK IN ARMENIA.

What profits it, O England, to prevail
In camp, and mart, and council, and bestrew
With sovereign argosies the subject blue,

And wrest thy tribute from each golden gale,

If in thy strongholds thou canst hear the wail
Of maidens martyred by the turbaned crew
Whose tenderest mercy was the sword that slew,

And lift no hand to wield the purging flail?

. We deemed of old thou heldst a charge from Him
Who watches, girdled by His Seraphim,

To smite the wronger with thy destined rod.
Wait’st thou His sign? Enough the sleepless cry
Of virgin souls for vengeance, and on high

The gathering of the blackness of the frown of God.

— William Watson.



THE CHURCH AND THE MONEY QUESTION.

HE money question is simply one phase of that immense
social problem which civilization must solve or perish in

the vain attempt to ignore it. The different political, economic,
ethical, and religious movements of to-day are all calling loudly
for help, each claiming that its special needs are the most urgent,
and that its realization will bring the greatest good to suffering
humanity. The social problem is decidedly the greatest of the
century, for the simple reason that in its fullest definition it
comprehends all others. A true theory of social organization
must do so. Humanity is divided into a great many sections
and subsections, and each is trying to realize its aim independ-
ently of and often in antagonism to the others ; while in all that is
true every part is vitally related to all other parts. We have our
religious sects with their historic intolerances; our political
parties with their fierce antagonisms ; and we have also our social
castes with their impassable boundaries. We have parts with-
out a whole, organs without a body, and units of society without
a unifying principle; and this heterogeneous mass we are
pleased in the greatness of our wisdom to call modern civiliza-
tion. There is one universe and all its parts are correlated—the
cosmos ; there is one problem—humanity ; there is one science
—sociology ; there is cne unifying principle—life ;: there is one
sovereign authority — Christ; there is one ever-receding goa’
towards which the race must bend all its energies—the absolute.
Truth radiating alike from nature, from the inspired book, and
from the living Logos, is the torch that must guide in analysis
and in synthesis. Sentiment must bow to justice. It is char-
acteristic of the times to affirm that there is no contradiction
between science and religion, and then to desecrate both by con-
ceding, in the name of shallow expediency, to certain social
wrongs a conventional right to perpetuate themselves; and we
do this dangerous thing out of respect to an unscientific and
irreligious past and a superficial present. This palpable incon-
sistency has this great advantage, that it is rigidly orthodox. He
who produces the highest warrant from science, ethics, and
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religion for the overthrow of wrong in existing social conditions
is a revolutionist, and the popular cry instigated by officialdom
goes forth, “ Crucify him, crucify him!"” At the expense of
being thought revolutionary, I venture to affirm that current
money laws and usages have no justification in either economic
or ethical science.

What is the proper function of money ? It is a measure of
value and a medium of exchange. It is the latter because it is
the former. Money, as money, has no inherent purchasing power.
Its function is not purchase, but exchange. He who merely gives
money in exchange for goods acquires them. He who gives
labor of hand or mind for goods owns them, no matter who may
have them in possession. Under existing laws, a man who hap-
pens to have money may live on the best, though he never pro-
duced a dollar’s worth of wealth in his life. A piece of paper
with the imprint of some chartered bank, and the cost of which
is a fraction of a cent, will purchase goods on the market up to
the extent of the denomination indicated on its face, while labor,
the real creator of all individual values and exchangeable utilities,
stands idle, being neither allowed to produce for itself, nor yet
to exchange itself for the products of others. This is a step
beyond slavery; it is a living death. Whenever either of the
above natural rights is allowed the masses, the laws of society
compel them to pay anywhere from zero to sixty per cent. of the
produced value for the privilege of exercising that right. This is
industrial slavery. The exceedingly complex character of exist-
ing social conditions prevents the masses apprehending this
significant fact. So far they are on the wrong scent—the capi-
talist. This is the weakness of socialism. When the light of
the above truth begins to dawn on the great body of direct pro-
ducers, society may prepare for a general overturn. If every man
lived on a separate island, cach would be obliged to produce for
himself. Why should organized socicty allow any man to play the
parasite > One would almost suppose the laws of society were
made¢ for this purpose. The Scriptures base a man’s right to eat
on his willingness to work, but society as it exists has departed
from this solid ethical principle, and conditions a man’s right to
eat and to do a thousand other acts on his possession of a con-
ventional thing called money, which, as we have said, has no
inherent power of purchase; and so long as a man conforms to
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current usages we have little or no regard for the great economic,
ethical, or religious principles he may violate. We ought to re-
mind ourselves, however, that
‘¢ Blood for blood and blow for blow,
Thou shalt reap as thou dost sow.”

For the purpose of clear thinking, it ought never to be forgotten
that what we need to satisfy our material wants is not money,
and not even labor, but the products of labor. The above defini.
tion of the function of money makes this apparent to all who see
its meaning. Exact definition is to truth what the candlestickis
to the candle. For a man who is able to work to suffer for want
of food, clothing, or shelter is as absurd as if a man should suffer
for want of water while sailing on Lake Ontario. All the differ-
ence now is that society puts an obstacle in the way of the suf-
ferer in the former case which it does not put in the latter. God
puts none in either case. The condition of nature in each case
1s the same—exertion. But, then, it would not do to act accord-
ing to the requirements of nature—i.e., to the scientific—in our
treatment of the labor problem ; for we might thereby lose some
delightful opportunities for an exhibition of Christian (?) charity,
and, in addition, some of us might lose our occupations. The
money question is beginning to knock with vigor at the door of
the church, and in the vigor and persistency and tone of that knock
there are, to the discerning ear, pregnant suggestions and mut-
terings to the effect that in the past the church has lived altogether
too much in the barren regions of metaphysical abstraction.
The fact that this problem is pressing alike on both church and
state is a new evidence that these two institutions are not so
much two distinct bodies as two phases of one and the same
body—humanity. The cry, ¢ No politics in the pulpit,” and the
general respect paid to this cry, are palpable proofs that humanity
has not escaped, as yet, from the dualistic heresy in its more
subtle forms. In the abstract we worship Jehovah, while in the
concrete we burn incense to Ormuzd and Ahriman. The com-
ing century will say of us, as the historian did of the Samarian
immigrants: ‘ They feared the Lord, and served their own gods,”’
I1. Kings xvil. 33.

Some idea of the great importance of the money question
may be obtained from a glance at the following facts:

(1) The heavy burden on the industry of the people of Canada
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by the one item of interest. The total indebtedness of Cana-
dians may be approximately placed at $1,000,000,000. At 5 per
cent., the interest on this amount would come to $50,000,000
annually. Allowing five members to a family and $500 per
annum, which is more than the average laboring man makes,
this annual payment on interest would support 100,000 people.
Then, probably $40,000,000 of this amount goes out of the
country.

(2) The iron grip of loan companies on the farming com-
munity gives cause for the most serious apprehension.

(3) The increasing difficulty experienced by the United
States in keeping its gold reserve at $100,000,000. What a piti-
ful sight to see the government of a great people of 60,000,000
almost absolutely dependent on the wealth of a couple of its
millionaires to keep it mercifully within the limits of solvency!
Under existing conditions, the United States simply cannot stand
the strain much longer. This exceedingly embarrassing situa-
tion is, through and through, the result of unjust and unholy
economic and social conditions. There must be a radical
change, or Uncle Sam’s bank at Washington will become a sub-
department of the Bank of England. There are in these smok-
ing embers, *‘ bimetallism ”” and ‘ monometallism,” the essential
elements of serious international complication.

(4) The intense and unnatural competition, the rings, com-
bines, and monopolies which characterize modern industrialism,
are all so opposed to the eternal truths of economics, ethics, and
religion, that the moral and religious life of civilization is being
stealthily undermined. The church may, if it be logically con-
ceivable, redouble her efforts along orthodox lines; but, in spite
of that, this deadly process of decay, disintegration, and demoral-
ization will go on apace till the whole thing goes up in the
cleansing fires and in the black smoke of revolution. You say,
“ Nonsense.” So said the kings, so said the clergy and the
nobility of France, right up to their great day of national atone-
ment. The most unscientific and irreligious thing in the closing
decade of this century is its wretched optimism. Thereisa
natural competition which is healthful, and which benefits all
concerned ; there is a basis on which business and religion can
be combined with mutual advantage; there is an immovable
foundation for scientific and religious optimism. Not one, how-
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ever, of these is cognizable to-day through the accepted stand-
ards of political economy or of theology.

(5) It is an undeniable fact that the church is seriously handi-
capped in her fight with the powers of darkness; first, on account
of her lack of funds, and, second, on account of the growing dispo-
sition of the people to throw ethical and religious considerations
aside in all business transactions. 1 have seen a little with my
own eyes; and on accourt of my radical views on the social
problem business men have expressed their minds to me as they
would not to the minister who gives his approval to the existing
system. It is only a few days since one of the merchant princes
of Toronto said in my presence, in reference to taxation, *‘ You
pay as you swear.” Since | began to write this article to-day, an
inspector of a certain company in Toronto admitted right here in
my study that current methods of doing business are utterly
corrupt and totally unjustifiable on ethical grounds, and the men
who, not from choice, but from necessity, adopt these methods.
are, in the majority of cases, members of the Christian Church.
Apart, therefore, from the necessities of her treasury, the church
is fundamentally obligated to seek 2 speedy and effectual solution
of the industrial problem. In thisarticle, however, we are chiefly
concerned with its purely financial aspect. I heard a returned
missionary say a short time ago, ‘‘ The need of the church to-day
is not so much ron as money.” Is this true ? [ do not see how
any man can very wcll doubt it.  If the Presbyterian Church in
Canada were to ask for one hundred volunteers for the foreign
field, I believe she would get them inside of twelve months. The
foreign field could provide work for these. Why does the church
not ask for them? Because she has not the money to pay their
expenses. This being the case, is it not clear as the light of
noonday that the greatest question before the church to-day, from
the standpoint of the world’s evangelization, is a question in
economics ?  What methods is the church adopting o solve this
problem, and how is she succeeding ? Her methods, if methods
they may be called, are to preach sermons, talk one-sidedly of
Christian giving, distribute circulars, send out resolutions from
the courts, commission men to specially devote themselves to this
work—telling, coaxing, urging the people to give. How is she
succeeding? The facts speak for themselves. Is there in the
world to-day a single sermon, tract, or book which gives a rational
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and biblical treatment of this subject? 1 venture the asser-
tion that there is not. It is evident that the real cause of finan-
cial stringency in church and state i one and the same; and the
church, even more than the state, is under obligation to seek for
that cause, and, if possible, lay bare, in all its beautiful combina-
tion of economic and ethical elements, the immovable foundation
on which God has decreed that some day enlightened humanity
shall build the magnificent and enduring superstructure of a
beneficent sociology. if we permit Satar to make our sociology,
he will not be particular, so far as this world is concerned, who
makes our theology. Probably Dr. A. T. Pierson has said and
written more on the subject of Christian giving than any living
man, and, from an orthodox standpoint, it is doubtful if any liv-
ing man has a better claim to be heard. When he and the late
lamented Dr. A. J. Gordon were in Toronto a couple of years ago,
one of them, in a public address, referred to the “ sinful extrava.
gance ~ of the rich, and said that if the wealthier classes would
dispense with necdless luxuries and give the amount thus saved
to the work of the world’s evangelization, a wonderful step in ad-
vance would be taken by the church. This is exceedingly plaus-
ible, and, no Joubt, suited the tastes of nearly all present. A few
days later I happened to repeat these words toan inteliigent lady
who secures her living by dressmaking. -* That is all very good
in theory,” she replied, ‘‘ but in the meantime what would become
of the thousands of people who get their living simply by minis-
tering to the luxurious tastes of the rich? ”  That was a rock on
which the superficial philosophy of the venerable theologian went
to splinters.  So long as existing conditions, most unnatural and
most cruel, are allowed to continue, the salvation, physically at
least, of millions, will depend ou the amount the rich can spend
in luxurious, even in profligate, living. It were a great blessing
to the poor. who are daily becoming poorer and maore numerous,
if the nnlilonaires of the world had cach a million stomachs to
feed and a million bodics to clothe and shelter. Such a happy
multiplication of the cffectual consumptive capacity of the race
would greatly assist in temporarily banishing that devil-faced
phan om which orthodoxy calls ** over-production.” Thereis no
getting away from the fact that the probicm before the church to-
day is a problem in cconomics. It is a problem in social right-
eousness.  And, in the light of this fact, is it not an exceedingly
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great pity that the church has done nothing to help the people to
distinguish between right and wrong in this great region of
applied ethics and practical religion, but has left them to the
mercy of unprincipled demagogues, to political office-seekers and
economic charlatans ¥ In the name of God’s truth, what right
has a man like John Stuart Mill to dictate the political economy
of a professedly Christian people? And yet he is a very prince
among orthodox economists. I can understand how an atheist
might write a treatise on botany, chemistry, or geology ; but not
on political economy. The lax ethical teaching of the church is
a vital factor in the present industrial derangement, and, there-
fore, in the present financial stringency. The corner stone of
applied ethics is the equal right of every man, limited only by
the equal right of all others, to the use of the earth from which
to get his daily bread. Stated more abstractly, it is the equal
right of all to life. The rejection of this corner stone of ethics,
and which is a basic principle in economics, is responsible not
only for the present financial stringency, the poverty, the dishon-
esty in business transactions, and also very largely for intemper-
ance and for Sabbath desecration, but, I may add, for such mon-
strositics as protective tariffs, standing armies, and navies. I
mean to say that. with the aid of this great ethical principle,
which is itself Christian, Christianity would have had a chance
to obliterate the above evils. Give this great principle its place
in our social organization, and all the other great problems in
church and state are already three parts solved. Keep this great
principle out of its proper place, and substitute what jesuitical
sentimentality you please. destiny will drive your civilization on
the rocks of irretrievable disaster. To-day money can do anything
from the purchasc of a ““ shine™ up to the purchase of a legisla-
ture. It will not only deliver a man from fear of poverty, but it
will deliver a criminal from the penalty of the civil law. In the
name of progress, of civilization, of Christianity, we have made
labor a toul, capital @ master, privilege a tyrant, man a slave,
female virtue a marketable commodity, and money agod ; but, in
so doing, we have made cthics a farce, politics a stench, justicea
mockery, government a parasite, religion a sentiment, the church
a social club, and society in general a veritable pandemonium. It
is generally believed in the church that a theory of the atone-
ment which will appeal to the rational facalty in man is neces-
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sary, and that such a theory is deducible from the Scriptures.
And so the church has a theory of creation. of the fall, of salva-
tion—in short, she has a theology. Why should she notalso have
a theory of the money question, the labor question, the land ques-
tion, of human relationship—in short, a sociology? A theology
without a rational sociology may be a very pious thing; it cer-
tainly cannot be a very practical thing.

If T ask the church why I should believe in the vicarious
atonement of Christ, she replies by arguments which appeal with
more or less force to my reason and my heart. I admit the
argument as conclusive. 1 ask the church, in reply to ner ex-
hortation., Why should 1 give to the support of her ordinances
and to the dissemination of the word of truth? She replies:
Because you cught to give, because the needs of the heathen
require that yvou should give, because Christ died for you, because
God expects you to give. 1 answer, interrogatively, Why ought
I to give? To this question the church has no adequate reply.
Why ? Because she has not a true theory of human life, of
ethics, of sociology, and as a result she has a defective theology.
To affirm. in reference to a specific line of action, * you ought ™
implies duty. freedom. responsibility. A duty implies an ante-
cedent right. It is my duty to fecd, clothe, and shelter my
body : to attend to the needs of my mind and soul; to do the
same for my family, and, to the measure of my ability, to do the
same for ti.osc in need about me. What is the antecedent right
which conditions these duties? Abstractly, it is my right to
life: concretely, it is my right of free access to my Father's
storehouse for His children. He who cancels this inalienable
right by legislative enactment by the same stroke cancels these
duties because he has robbed me of freedom. The social organi-
zation which denies me this right prevents me discharging these
duties to the extent of that denial, and is responsible for the
suffering which follows. Even God cannot demand the perform-
ance of a given duty apart from the provision and security of
the antecedent and correlative right. In glorious America to-day
not onc man in 20,000 has this rightfully secured to him. Church
and state not only ignore this preposterous wrong, but insist on
the masses discharging their duties as though the security of the
correlative right were beyond dispute.  Is it customary in the
church for the preacher, while empbasizing and enforcing the
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duty of giving, also to emphasize and insist that the antecedent
inalienable right be publicly and legislatively recognized? No.
This is the root of all social evils. Have we sufficient courage
to stand in the radiant gleam of this luminous moral principle
until we have been baptized by the spirit of judgment, and until
the disfiguring power of error, rendered sacred by a superstitious
conservatism in church and state, has been annihilated by the
transfiguring power and glory of a truly scientific and righteous
sociology ? Or, in our slavish subserviency to a purely conven-
tional orthodoxy, shall we continue to talk piously and give our
vote for a continuance of the reign of chaos? It will soon be
too late for the present generation to do the former. It is the
failure of the church in the past and present to rationally corre-
late the duty of giving with its antecedent right which justifies
my statement that there has not been produced a single sermon,
tract, or book which gives this subject anything like scientific or
biblical treatment. It is this same eternal principle—the cor-
relation of duty and right—aglow with the fires of judgment,
which gives me my warrant, written by the finger of God, for
saying that civilization must solve the social problem or perish
in the attempt to ignore it. The sacrificial and redemptive
thought of nature is not exhausted by the vicarious work of the
Christ on Calvary. The church which does not, in its law of
social righteousness, daily exhibit this sacrificial and redemptive
thought of God cannot be the body of Christ. There never was
but one theocratic form of society. Did society under that form
of existence have a theory of the duty of giving to the Lord ?
Yes. Itenjoined on the people the duty of giving, approximately,
two and a third tenths per annum. That is, one-tenth for sup-
port of the Levites, one-tenth for the great religious festivals,
and a third tenth to be given every three years to the poor. The
duty was plainly set forth. Did the theocracy ignore or did it
recognize and provide for the enforcement of the antecedent and
.correlative right ?  An examination of the Mosaic land laws is a
sufficient answer to this question. It was carefully stipulated
that every family should possess its piece of land, and the right
to possess and use that land passed from parents to children
and was inherently and by legislative enactment inalienable.
The children of Israel had no rent to pay, no interest to pay,
and beyond these two and a third tenths they had no taxes to
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pay. I have already referred to the enormous amount we pay
in interest alone.

The right of each to life is not fully recognized so long as one
man can charge another for the use of land. Ground rent, as
well as the unearned increment in land values, belongs, economi-
cally and ethically, to the community. [ do not advocate the
abolition of interest, but rather its reduction to its true value in
a normal condition of society, which would probably range from
two to three per cent. The economic, moral, and spiritual decline
of Israel is concurrent with the gradual abrogation of the money
(so far as they may be said to have had any) laws and land
laws of the theocracy. But I will be charged with “ going back to
Judaism.” Let it be so. There were eternal principles embod-
ied in those evanescent legal and ceremonial forms. 1 care no-
thing for the forms, but ask that the principles, which are eternal,
may be reintroduc-d in forms suitable to the necessities of our
times. The divine principle at the heart of the Mosaic land laws
has been re-embodied in a new form exactly adapted to the
needs of the times by the ablest political economist the werld has
ever seen—Henry George. The land laws of the theocracy made
industrial parasitism next to impossible, while the present system
makes it a science. If the church could be induced to spend one-
half the time she now spends in devising *‘ ways and means,”
and in begging for money, in an honest endeavor to get at God’s.
solution of this whole social problem, the portentous shadow of
a financial crisis would disappear and abundance of money would
be provided for home and foreign work. And this effort in the
night direction would also bear rich fruit in stimulating the moral
and religious life of the people. It ought not to be economically
unprofitable to do right, but it is. The only sufficient apology
for the existence of a church to-day is that it gets God's will
done on earth. Text-books on apologetics now in use in col-
leges may have been useful when written, but in the light of the
greatest problem facing the church to-day they are out of date.
The desideratum to be arrived at in the new apologetic is not
how to meet the infidelity of a few learned men, but how the
inherent forces of Christianity may be made immediately effect-
ive in delivering the masses from industrial slavery, in the puri-
fication of politics, in the redemption of man socially, in the har-
monization of all true human interests, in the perfect correlation.
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of all rights and duties, in the realization of the kingdom of
God on earth. It is not necessary to inform any observing man
that Christianity as now preached does not find application along
these lines. Just one more remark on the theme of this article.
It was provided in the Mosaic law that no man should bring an
offering to the Lord which he had not gotten by honest means
Is it not undeniable that much of the money that finds its way
into the treasury of the Lord under the iniquities of the present
industrial system is secured by “ grinding the faces of the poor,”
and that it is stained with the blood of innocent little children,
of a sacrificed manhood and womanhood and of infirm old age?
Then what about the ethical character of money made by * cor-
nering the market,” by iniquitous combines and monopolies ?
What about money made, or rather acquired, by speculation in
“stocks,” in land values, and by the appropriation of ground
rent, which is purely a communal value ? The parties who make
money by any of these methods are not to blame so much as the
people who tolerate such a system. It is to be feared that the
awful words of Amos v. 21-24 are often applicable to the church
of the present day. Oh! that our social, political, and ecclesi-
astical life might, in all its activities, be so wrought upon by the
great Refiner that we ““ might offer unto the Lord an offering in

righteousness.”
S. S. CralG.

Qakville.
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THE HIGHER SOCIALISM.*
LL history may be regarded as a record of the development
of individualism and the modifications necessarily caused
in society by that development. Formerly, the individual
was iost in the tribe, the state, or the church; and so
greatly were the nature and aims of these organizations per-
verted that the value of personality was not considered. Men
were not awake to the dignity of selfhood and their rights as
individuals ; and though the leaven of the Gospel began to work
early in the Christian era, making itself felt even beyond the
limits of nominal Christian society, we still find, during the
middle ages, both church and state taking the place of the indi-
vidual, and thereby hindering the personal improvement of the
units of which they were composed. In the tenth century, for
example, Viadimir of Russia, called the Apostle, ordered the
inhabitants of Kiev to assemble on the banks of the Dnieper to
be baptized ; and later still, in France, we read of the people

being driven to church at the point of the sword.

The Reformation was a revolt against such tyranny, and an
assertion of the individual freedom and personal rights which are
necessary to the highest form of society. During the present
century, and especially on this continent, owing to the extension
of the franchise, the education of the masses, and increased
activities of life, individualism has become more and more promi-
nent, until the tendency at present seems to be to lay much more
stress on the freedom of individuals than on their relations to
each other. Along with this, the progress of the practical
sciences has brought men into more intimate relations, for civil-
ization makes isolation impossible. Such close relationships,
existing under a developed individualism, demand a science of
society.

It is the individualism, which thinks only of the fancied rights
of the individual, and disregards his proper relations and duties
to the other members of society, that has produced the vexed
social problems of the age. For example, the employer who

¢ Inaugural address delivered at the public meeting of the Koox College Literary and Theological
Society, December 6th, 189s.



THE HIGHER SOCIALISM. 383

asserts that his duty towards his employees is fully discharged by
a faithful observance, merely, of the cash nexus between himself
and his hired labor, or the merchant who claims the right to buy
in the cheapest and sell in the dearest market, may both be dis-
avowing their right to membership in a proper state of society.
The former is a retrograde on the feudal baron of the middle
ages; the latter may be trafficking in that which is stained with
the blood of human lives.

And so, to counteract the evils thrust upon society by a false
individualism, modern sosialism arose, Karl Marx, a German,
being generally recognized as its founder. But this socialism
purports to affect only a portion of the evils of society, and its
only contribution, so far, has been to reveal the gravity and
urgency of the problem and the gradual character of its rise.
It advocates the appropriation of private property used in pro-
duction and the placing of it under a state control, which would
leave no choice to the laborer, and would, in reality, be a return
to a state similar to medizval serfdom, wherein all development
of personality would be frustrated. Some of the latest dis-
ciples of this school have attempted to put forth a method of
conciliation for the violent appropriation of private property,
which so shocks our present ideas on the rights of possession.
The plundered party is to be repaid with honor, which, how-
ever, they fail to show would be a sufficient motive for stimu-
lating individual action, and which, if it should be, would con-
stitute a wrong as certainly as the holding of superior property
rights. Thus we see that modern individualism disregards the
rights of society, and modern socialism violates the rights of
the individual. Individualism views society as a boat to carry
passengers through life; socialism regards society as a sea
where individuals, as waves, rise and disappear. This extreme
individualism is the essence of selfishness, and its principles,
applied throughout, make a true society impossible. This
extreme socialism regards society as the sole object to be pro-
moted, and considers the individual as but a means to an end.
In religion, this idea has reached its climax in the Roman
hierarchy, which makes the church so supreme that the indi-
vidual must yield implicitly to its commands.

These are false ideas of life, and where shall we find the
true? Where we have found the true ideal for the individual,
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there we tind also the true ideal for society, even in God's
Word. The ideal man and the ideal kingdom are twin revela-
tions, and neither the divinity of the one nor the heavenliness
of the other incapacitates them for being perfect patterns for
humanity. A Christian sociology is assuredly to be expect-
ed. The first great commandment: * Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God,” necessitates a theology; the second: * Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” necessitates a sociology ;
and in the Christian sociology alone can the highest individual-
ism and the highest socialism be harmonized. ¢ The Bible is
an eminently sociological book,” writes Prof. R. E. Thompson,
in his Stone lectures. ‘ The Old Testament,” he says, “is as
truly the text-book of national life for all time as the New is
the text-book of church life.” Prophets of the times say that
we are on the eve of an era pre-eminently sociological, and that,
as the nineteenth century has been the age of physical science,
the twentieth will be the one of social science ; and whether the
future will reveal a social evolution or a social revolution depends,
they hold, upon the action of the Christian Church. Many of
the best representatives of the new economy of the day—
such men as Ely, Mulford, Marshall, Seeley—find that
their principles are identical with those taught in the
Bible. Says Mr. Gladstone: ‘Talk about the questions
of the day; there is but one question, and that is the Gospel.”
Prof. Ely declares it as his conclusion ¢‘that the remedy for
social discontent and dynamite bombs is Christianity as taught
in the New Testament.”

What are some of the salient features of Christian sociology ?

In the first place, it teaches a high doctrine of environment.
The lower socialism is materialistic ; it sees in external environ-
ment the cause of all evils, and seeks to effect a change in this.
The higher socialism holds that the spiritual lies deeper than all
else in this matter, and that a right relation of man to God is the
greatest fact in human environment.

It also teaches the high worth of all human life. Here is the
Christian conception of the worth of life beautifully expressed
by Ruskin : ““ There is no wealth but life—life including all its
powers of love, of joy, and of admiration. That country is the
richest which nourishes the greatest number of noble and happy
human beings, and that man is richest who, having perfected the
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fanctions of his own life to the utmost, has also the widest help-
ful influence, both personally and by means of his own posses-
sions over the lives of others.” He who came to seek and save
the lost has taught us of the worth of the meanest human life.
And does He not also, by the sphere in which He specially
wrought, point out that the opposing forces to the coming of His
kingdom on earth are peculiarly embedded in the lower strata of
society ? Kidd, in his recent book, calls attention to the same
truth, for as society tends to run out at the top it is being con-
stantly replenished from the masses at the bottom, where the
key to the situation is to be found.

Christ attacks the disease of the world by striking at its roots,
knowing that in elevating and purifying society from the very
bottom is the only means of a permanent and universal improve-
ment. The Gospel of Christ, which scts such value on the least
of His little ones, negates the law of the survival of the fittest, or
at least its materialistic application, and indicates unmistakably
that in humanity we have a region where physical laws may be
counteracted by higher ones.

Furthermore, Christian sociology recognizes the interdepen-
dence of the individuals of human society. Society is a social
organism in which the good of one is the good of all. This lat-
ter proposition should not need proving. All are assured that if
there were no need for prisons and police, our country would be
much better off. All are assured that if there were no poor
wards nor destitute districts, both civic and national government
and life would be greatly eased. And, on the other hand, suffer-
ing, neglect, and wrong, endured by any section of the commu-
nity, reaches in its effects even to the most remote.

People are realizing this to-day as they never have before.
Through the progress and development of inventions, and the
increased facilities for travel, distance is being annihilated, until
the nations of the world are all brought near to each other.
Cholera in China is now no longer a matter of no concern to the
people of this continent, for microbes are good travellers aboard
ship. Heathenism in China can no longer be a matter of no.
concern to us, for the spirit of enterprise and travel manifested
to-day by individuals of that ancient race is threatening. The-
Chinaman goes everywhere, until he has established his claim as.
a rival of the ubiquitous Scot ; and one of our would-be North.
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Pole discoverers, who has facetiously expressed himself as
expecting to find a Scotchman sitting on the Pole when he arrives
it it, need not be surprised to meet there also a pig-tailed Celes-
tial sharing with the man from the heather hills the honors of
that airy eminence. But where Chinamen go, there also goes
heathenism, and the question, ‘“ What is to be done with them ? "
becomes a most pertinent one; for if we do not christianize them
they may heathenize us, our country, our government, our life.
This may not be regarded as a pure impossibility in any case, for
heathenism is, we know, in the vast majority. The policy of
exclusion now being advocated on this continent does not pre-
tend to be a solution of the problem, but is an anomaly from the
whole trend of modern civilization, and a denial of the truth
now gradually coming to be recognized, viz., the common
brotherhood of man.

Thus, as progress is made, the interdependence of all the units
of society becomes more apparent. The world is becoming a
neighborhood, and the royal law of the Bible is the only basis on
which neighborliness may be maintained. To deny this is to
insure deadly struggle and to invite again the darkness of
medizvalism ; to acknowledge it is to go forward a great step
toward ¢ that one far-off divine event to which the whole creation
moves.”’

Josiah Strong expresses the social ideal thus: * The highest
conceivable socicty would be composed of persons of perfect
individuality, each enjoying perfect liberty, and yet all in perfect
harmony with each other. This isthe divine ideal.” This would
be a grand realization of the kingdom of heaven on earth; and
why should it not be? The boys of Verona used to say of Dante
as he passed along the streets, “There goes the man who has seen
hell,” and though a view of the Inferno of the nineteenth cen-
tury’s social woes reveals man’s inhumanity to man in appalling
colors which tempt the Christian to turn away in heart-broken
anguish, yet the higher conscience clearly indicates that duty lies
in the direction where suffering and wrong are most predominant.
To deny this is foolishness, to turn from it is cowardice, to
resolve that no effort or study shall be spared which may con-
tribute to the solution of these difficultiesis to prepare for the
service that God desires for the establishment of His kingdom of
rightcousness and peace.
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Since the golden era of Greece up to the present many ideal
commonwealths, in which the disabilities of actual society are
supposed to be surmounted, have been projected, but the Utopias
of Plato, More, Bellamy, and Morris prove on examination to be
both impossible and undesirable, because overlooking the rights
and constitution of human nature. Christian socialism says that
man is more than a machine, that the good of each lies in the
good of all, that possession is a stewardship, and that to moral
beings there are no rights but duties. It seeks to replace a
brotherhood of law by a brotherhood of love; reform is to be
made from within rather than from without ; it holds that justice
will reign only when men are just, and love only when men are
filled with the charity of God. When all men are brothers in
deed and in truth, then will become actual the ideal common-
wealth. This is a socialism that can be constituted only by the
higher individualism—an individualism that is only developed
under Christian socialism. This is the ideal for life at its broad-
est which we should ever keep before us, and to a progtessive
realization of which the Gospel of Christ alone furnishes the
necessary dynamic.

A clearer consciousness of this sub-ideal in the minds of
men must immediately manifest itself in the disentangling of the
vexed social troubles. It may effect a slight decrease in the
number of millionaires, but it will produce a mighty increase in
the number of happy lives and homes. If the Presbyterians of
Ontario realized their duties in the social organism as they
should, we venture to assert that the proposed endowment
scheme of Knox College would be handsomely settled in a
month’s time, or less. Such a conception would revolutionize
politics, municipal and national, so that any national policy
which was not a neighborly policy would be condemned as an
immoral policy. Realized a little more vividly to-day by the
civilized governments of the world, and the atrocious inhumani-
ties against the gallant Armenians, by a power which during
centuries has been demonstrating her blank denial of the first
principles of government, would be brought to a decisive end,
and the rights of the oppressed secured by the restriction of the
power, or the removal of the person of a ruler who has, accord-
ing to higher law, forfeited his right to rule.

The position of the Christian Church in the social organism
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is a very critical one. The church has been termed *the con-
science of society.” Prof. Thompson, in defining the church
from the standpoint of Christian sociology, calls it *“an institute
of humanity which, however far short of its ideal, aims at nothing
less than the unification of all mankind in a society which shall
transcend all limitations of race and nationality.” In the
church’s oversight in the past of the more humanitarian side of
Christianity, who will deny that she has contributed, somewhat
at least, to the rise of such movements as Positivism in France,
Secularism in Britain, and Unitarianism in New England? If
she has preached the Gospel to the poor, has she always preached
a Gospel for the poor ? How otherwise can we account for those
deep cleavages apparent in all great centres of Christian popula-
tion between the masses and the church? This may be slightly.
experienced, as yet, in our own young country, but we may not
close our eyes to the lesson taught us in this matter. Principal
Fairbairn writes thus: ¢ In Protestant countries the social
development has outrun the religious, and it will only be by the
religious development overtaking the social that the church will
be able to reclaim or retain the masses.”

That the church of to-day is imbibing this universal aspect of
the Gospel, her mission work stands forth as unassailable testi-
mony ; for what is this but a recognition of the rights of others
possessed of personalities, which makes all men equal before
God. and renders it the duty, yea, the privilege, of the more
favored to help our less fortunate brothers ? But there are other
problems closer at hand that may not be left wholly to a material-
istic science or a godless political economy, and which claim the
attention of the Christian Church—a church which holds that all
science and all true economy are divine, and yet possesses in her
special revelation the only regulative principles whose applica-
tion and operation will produce social harmony and happiness.

This demands a deeper individual life, which by contact
kindles souls with its own broad sympathy; for society can only
be saved by saving its units. It demands also a more unified
and aggressive church. Failure to recognize this social aspect
of Christianity may account for the lack of harmony in the
church. Canon Freemantle says: ¢ The surest way to get rid of
sectarianism is to find new ground unaffected by it,” and, as we
are entering upon what is called, by some at least, a distinctly
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sociological age, it must be admitted that denominational bitter-
ness is on a rapid decline. ** This is as it should be, for it is not
enough that the separate members of the body should be active,
each one ; the whole body must be fitly joined together by that
which every joint supplieth.” Furthermore, the marshalling
itito the service of the church of new forces produced by new
developments of the times is as essential as the conservation of
the old ones.

The manner in which the Protestant Church, as we know it
to-day, rises to the mission so evidently awaiting her will doubt-
less decide her rank and persistence as an instrument for the
fulfilment of God's great purposes. Prof. Bruce, in his recent
Chicago address, has expressed himself on this subject thus:
‘“ Apathy in view of oppression and wrong, or of deep and wide
cleavages of caste, color, character, religion, birth, social posi-
tion, is the mark of a church that has a name to live while it is
dead, that while cultivating a ghostly care of souls has no care
for men and women, and that is as unlike as possible, in spirit
and method, to Him who not only preached a Gospel of pardon,
but healed the bodies of the sick.” Buat it does not follow, as
the same writer points out, that the church should constitute
herself the great social executive. Her great function is to
teach, to enumerate principles, and to show their application to
the varied phases of practical life.

The possibility of the realization on earth of that ideal king-
dom, the principles of which have been revealed to us, is assured
by the sovereignty and love of God; and, by the conservation of
influence, every man has the privilege of contributing to its
attainment. With this conception actual to humanity selfish
individualism must decay, and out of its ruins rises that higher
socialism which constitutes the dream of the Christian poet, the
ideal of the Christian statesman, the prophecy of Holy Writ, and
the fulfilment of that prayer uttered by our blessed Master,
“Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in

heaven.”
A. S. Ross.
Knox College.
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SOME YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES.

NUMBER TWO.

UR Young People’s Association was organized in the year
1888,before the Society of Christian Endeavor had come into
R the prominence which it has since attained, By the time that
¥ the C.E. movement had taken its strong hold upon the church,
H we had reached a fairly satisfactory stage of development upon
3 our own lines; and on the principle of *letting well enough
Ef alone,” we thought it better not to change the form of our con-
i stitution: So we still remain a Y.P.A., without a pledge, and
e with somewhat greater variety in the form of our meetings than
l'i is permitted by the Y.P.S.C.E.
it We began as a literary society of the common type. Essays,
: readings, songs, and usually ineffective attempts at debates,
formed the staple of our programmes. We had some idea that
Lo by this sort of thing we might improve the minds of our young
g people, provide a pleasant resort on one evening of the week for
some who had no better place to which to go, and, perhaps,
attract and interest in the church some whom we were anxious

‘ v, to influence for good. In regard to this last aim, we recognized
i that the church connection formed through the intermediate
M link of a literary society would necessarily be somewhat loose and
o shaky, but we hoped that opportunity might Leafforded of getting
L a firmer grip. Our expectations in these respects were not
o entirely, but in large measure, disappointed. If wehad tried to
v maintain our association upon its original basis, it would have
}; v died on our hands; and, doubtless, it would have deserved its
o fate. Fortunately, we saw in time that, in order to preserve it
A alive, we must make it better worth preserving.

M In the process of evolution through which our society passed,

: we gathered much from the environment of the Christian En-
: deavor. \We adopted much of the committee work which that
v society has suggested and systematized ; and we were not above
o taking a hint from any other source that offered one.

In its final form (that which we have followed,substantially,for
the last four or five years) the meetings of our association have
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been of four kinds, which follow one another in succession
throughout the year, with an adjournment during the summer
vacation. We call our meetings,respectively, literary, devotional,
social, and missionary.

A general committee is appointed before the summer vacation
to arrange a programme in outline for the following season, se-
lecting topics for the literary, devotional, and missionary meet-
ings.

When the association meets for organization in the fall, along
with the officers, and the Calling, Flower, and other committees,
four committees are chosen to arrange the details of the pro-
grammes for the various meetings, and to secure the necessary
performers from week to week.

In regard to the monthly social meeting we need say little.
We have a programme of the usual literary and musical kind,
sometimes with light refreshments and sometimes without. At
these meetings a silver collection is usually taken, or a small ad-
mission fee charged. We have found them a useful means of
promoting sociability among the young people of the congrega-
tion, and of affording strangers an opportunity of becoming
acquainted, and they have been one of the sources of the revenue
which we raise and expend for church and missionary purposes.
‘We have not found the fee or collection a hindrance to the suc-
cess of these meetings, but an advantage, because persons who
have no definite connection with the church, but whom we are
glad to have the opportunity of reaching, feel more at liberty to
attend when they feel that, in some sense. they are paying their
way.

In our missionary meetings we have taken a wide range. We
have made a somewhat careful study of the history, geography,
~ocial and religious conditions of the principal countriesin which
foreign missionary work is zarricd on, and have traced the prog-
ress and results of missionary labor in these countries. We have
studied also the lives of great missionaries, such as Paul, Francis
Xavier, and David Livingstone, and have given special attention
to the fields of our own church and the work of our own mission-
aries. We have given attention also to home missions, and have
found THE KNox COoLLEGE MONTHLY an incomparable source of
information in regard to this branch of the church’s work. Asa
sample programme we append the following on the New Heb-
rides :
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(1) Opening devotional exercises.

(2) A general description of the islands and their inhabitants.
(3) Aneytium and Dr. Geddie.

R (4) Erromanga and the Gordons.

‘ . o (5) Trio, ““ Praise Ye the Lord Almighty.”
‘ L (6) Aniwa and Dr. Paton.
- (7) Present conditions and the outlook.

(8) Closing exercises.
Our literary meetings have varied from year to year. One
season we studied the lives and works of the great poets ; another
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Egi season we took up, for more detailed study, a number of the
! : % “Idylls of the King" : and last winter we made a voyage round the
¢ world, visiting a large number of cities and countries through the
el medium of descriptive papers, which were rendered more effect-
Vi ive by pictures and objects of interest, whenever these could be

obtained. All of these schemes of study have been quite success-
ful ; but the remark should be made here (and, indeed, it holds
good inregard to the other kinds of meetings as well) that each
year it has been difficult to maintain as much enthusiasm to the
end of the course as was manifested at the beginning. This is
partly because the committees are apt to become weary in well-
doing, and partly becausc they are apt to use up the best mate-
rial in the way of performers at the beginning of the season. As
an example of a literary programme, we append one on “ Long-
fellow ™ :

(1) Address, “ Life of Longfellow.™

(2) Song, * Daybreak.™

(3) Reading, “ Hiawatha's \Wooing.”
o (4) Song “ The Bridge.”
(5) Paper, * The Story of Evangeline.”
(6) Reading and tableau, * Death of Minnehaha.™
(7) Song, * The Day is Done.™
(8) Reading, ¢ Hiawatha’s Departure.”
¥ {g) Duet, “ Excelsior.™
i We have not followed a fixed form in our devotional meetings
any more than in the other kinds. One year we took, as a general
: topic, *“ Men of the Bible.” For a particular evening some char-
acter was chosen, such as Abraham ; the life was divided up into
periods, and ecach period assigned to a different individual for
special study. Another year we studied the life of Christ. In
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this case, a certain period was chosen for a specified evening.
Some one was appointed to prepare the siory of that period, and,
as the story was told, at certain points it was interrupted for the
sake of introducing a paper or address on some matter of import-
ance which there emerged. For example, on the evening on
which we studied the life from the third passover till the final de-
parture from Galilee, the following side topics naturally suggested
themselves: John the Baptist, Petzr, Forgiveness, Leprosy. All of
these meetings were useful, and by means of them we succeeded
in getting our young people not only to study portions of the
Bible, but to put together some thoughts upon passages studied.
These meetings, however, were not devotional in the sense of
being prayer meetings, and our desire was to cultivate the gifts
and graces of our young people in this direction also. Accord-
ingly, during one season our devotional meetings were arranged
as young people’s prayer meetings; and as we had no pledge
obliging participation in the exercises, the committee in charge
arranged to havea certain number engage in prayer, read verses,
make remarks, and so on. At these meetings we were particu-
farly anxious to secure the attendance and interest of our young
men, and we succeeded in obtaining a different young man as
leader for each of the meetings of the season. At the same time,
we found that many of our young men (and some of these com-
municant members) were shy, not only of taking part in these
ameetings, but even of attending them. This pressed upon our
thought the problem of how the spiritual life of our young men
might be deepened, and we resolved last year to try the plan of
organizing the young men by themselves. We called our organi-
zation a Young Men’s League, and its avowed object was to pray
and work for the extension of Christ’s kingdom, especially among
young men. We had a monthly meeting, and, as a topic for
study, considered at each meeting some aspect of Christ’s char-
acter. We united in prayer for the object I have indicated, and
discussed methods of advancing this object. Our experience last
year was not very encouraging ; the attendance was small. Or-
ganization by themselves did not remove the terrors of participat-
ing. Besides, we had no sufficiently definite plans for actual,
aggressive work. At the same time, the writer, for one,is con-
vinced that we were upon the right track, and that with patience,
and the knowledge gained from experience, success upon that
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track might be achieved. The St. Andrew’s Brotherhood of the
Episcopal Church is a source from which :some useful hints
might be gathered in this direction. At all events, thisis certain,
that there is .o department of work in our church demanding atten«
tion more peremptorily than that among our young men ; and the
idea of “young men for young'’men contains one of the secrets of suc-
cess in that work. With all our organization, we still lack some-
thing here. If we could have it, it would tend greatly to the per-
fecting of those who are already Christ’s soldiers, and would be
a means of bringing many more into His ranks.

Toronto. RoBerT HiDDOW,



‘““AND KNEW NOT THAT IT WAS JESUS."”
GaiLy I clomb the path of life
When sunlight made it clear ;
But slowly trailed my lagging feet
When darkness made it drear.
And trembling Fancy said to Faith
As one gray form drew nigh :
‘It is the enemy of souls!”’
My Lord said: *“ItisI.”

Bravely I toiled the livelong hours
When buoyant health was mine ;

But idly fell my nerveless arms
When sickness made me pine.

And troubled Censcience said to Faith :
* O! whither shall T fly?

This is the punishment of sin ! ”
My Lord said: “Itis I.”

Merrily life went speeding past
With all my dear ones round ;

But Sorrow shrouded life in black
When loved ones were not found.

My sullen heart cried out to Faith
The stricken, tearless cry :

“'Tis Fate that tramples over all ! "
My Lord said: “Itis I.”

Gaily I clomb the path of life
When Youth was by my side ;
But slowly trailed my lagging feet,
With Age to be my guide ;
And trembling Fancy said to Faith,
As the dark form drew nigh:
“'Tis Death, my terror and my foe!”
My Lord said: “Iiis1.”
Wreseter. R. S. G. ANDERSON.
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MISSIONARY.
CULTURE AND THE MISSION.

HEREVER the moral and intellectual faculties have been
exercised, we have some degree of culture; and since
these faculties are exercised in numberless degrees, under the
most varied circumstances, there are many degrees of culture.
Even among the most degraded races of men there is mani-
fested some grasp of moral distinction and some grading of intel-
lectual strength, and this must mean that there is some measure
of culture. But, while this is true, there is no difficulty in mak-
ing a broad distinction between the culture-peoples and the
nature-peoples. It is a significant fact that the most marked
cultural advancement is to be seen in Christian nations; i.e., it
is in Christian nations that the highest morality and the keenest
intellectual grasp are to be found.

These advanced nations have, during the past century, been
proving their appreciation of this fact by manifesting an increas-
ing interest in the command of our Lord: “ Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel.” Men of genuine zeal and Chris-
tian fortitude are carrying the Gospel message into the dark
places of the earth, and on the eve of the twentieth century the
civilized world is beginning to open its eyes to the marvellous
changes which are being wrought.

But this is not the only message being borne from Christian
to heathen lands. Representatives are going forth who are far
from being followers of our blessed Lord. During this
nineteenth century marvellous improvements have been made
in the means of communication, and, as a consequence, all
peoples are being brought closer together. Improved arts and
sciences at home mean intensified investigation abroad. The
manufacturer calls for the trader; the trader searches for
a market. The scientist demands a knowledge of facts from
which he may make his inductions and substantiate his theor-
ies. And so the earth has become a vast investigating field,
and men of high culture are coming into contact with men of
low culture. The result of this contact is not at all times
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encouraging to the Christian philanthropist. Traders and
scientific investigators are all too frequently men who are morally
respectable at home because it is respectable to be moral. But
when the restraints of culture surroundings are left behind, and
men, without the restraining influence of the love of God in their
hearts, find themselves in situations where their superior intel-
lectual grasp makes them masters, it is a lamentable fact that
they let loose the worst that is in them, and outdo even the
savage in their cupidity, cruelty, and licentiousness.

It is not possible, in this short paper, to go into a proof of
this statement ; but the facts are so well known to all that I do
not regret the necessity for their omission. Recall the atrocities .
of the African slave trade, the degradation brought by the
opium and rum traffic, the land robberies, and the hundred
other villainies perpetrated upon uncivilized peoples, and can
you wonder that the name ¢ Christian ” is hated among them ?
It is a very significant fact that among certain African tribes.
the devil is conceived of as being, in appearance, like a white
man ! Is it any wonder that in many places our missionaries
are at first looked upon with suspicion and hatred ? The indig-
nant declamation of a Chinese mob puts the whole matter “in a
nutshell ”:  ““ You have killed our emperor, you destroyed
our summer palace, you bring poison into our country and
ruin us, and now you come o teach us virtue !> When the heathen
see representatives of Christian nations entering their ports,
exploring their country, setting at naught their most sacred
customs, and openly living extremely wicked lives, is it to be
wondered at that the name “ Christian” is a by-word and a
reproach ?

But the contact between civilized and uncivilized peoples,
even where the motives of the former are selfish, is not always
productive of evil. On the contrary, God has overruled it for
much good. *“ As, on the one hand, the mission does cultural
service, so, on the other, culturc does missionary service. It
is a well-known fact, for cxample, that Japan, which was so
long closed, has been opencd to the Gospel through the help
of modern commerce, and that China also has been con-
strained to open its ports to forcigners, and that its long closed
regions are beccoming more and more open.” The establish-
ment of a mission in Uganda, on Lake Victoria Nyanza, is
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one result of the travels of Stanley. The Ashanti kingdom
has been, and we trust shall again be, opened to missionaries
in consequence of the victories of British arms. To quote
the words of the exiled Joseph, Gen. l. 20: “ But as for you,
ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.”

So enthusiastic have some become over these and similar
good results that they have conceived the idea of first civiliz- -
ing and then Ghristianizing the nature-peoples. As- Gerland
puts it: ‘“The nature-peoples must first be made human, and
then Christian.”” They are to be slowly trained fo and through
culture, whose highest bloom will be Christianity. This will
take many generations of anxious, patient toil; but this, it is
claimed, is the right mission method.

This method makes, in effect, a sweeping charge against the
method used in Christianizing the Sclavonic and Germanic
peoples, for it is a fact that in the elevation of these races Chris-
tianity preceded culture. But we have modern examples of this
attempt. The culture experiment was made by Samuel Mars-
den, the founder of the New Zealand mission, but after twenty
years’ trial it was abandoned, for it was found that the improve-
ment in weapons, implements, agriculture, etc., but gave to the
savages a more refined means of intensifying their wickedness.
Similar experiments at Paramaka, near Sydney, and in New
Holland, were also utter failures. European civilization has,
undoubtedly, been a preparatory influence in the South Sea
Islands; but, upon the whole, the mission prepared the way for
culture. Experiments have also been made to improve individual
barbarians by means of our civilization. Dr. Warneck cites the
case of Omai of Raiatea, whom Cook brought with him to Lon-
don. When he was taken back to his native land he was placed,
as nearly as possible, in European surroundings. A European
house was built for him; a beautiful garden was planted around
it, and he was loaded with presents of utensils, arms, domestic
animals, etc.; and what was the result of this civilization with-
out Christ? Why, as soon as the ships were gone Omai aban-
doned his clothing and lapsed into his old mode of life, with
this difference, that he now had an intelligence beyond his
fellow-men, which made him a constant menace to their lives.
Being a friend of the king, he was accorded many privileges,
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and he, in return, delighted his sovereign by frequently  drop-
ping a man at sight,” and other such civilized amusements.

So when the culture-method advocate says that * we must
first awaken, strengthen, and promote the activity which givesto
men moral standing and moral strength before we bring Chris-
tianity to them,” he is advocating that we ‘hitch the horse be-
hind the cart.” It is * impotent doctrine ™’ to say to men: * Do
good works ; subdue your passions; be temperate; be honest;
be stainless, and then you shall obtain pardon of your sins,”
for it is equivalent to giving counsei to a sick man which
his sickness makes it impossible for him to follow. In
Augustine’s words we have a truer advice, viz.: ‘“ Give what
thou commandest, and then command what thou wilt.” It
is the Gospel of Christ that awakens the required energy and
imparts indispensable moral standing. We plant and promote
civilization when we present the Gospel, and we humanize na-
ture-peoples by Christianizing them. Christianity is the root of
which culture is the bloom. While recognizing the indirect
value of pioneer commercial enterprise and scientific investiga-
tion in opening up fields for Christian work, and furnishing much-
needed information as to locality, natural features, and native
propensities, let us not forget that it is Christ alone that answers
tothe need of the depraved human heart, and that it is His
Gospel alone that will elevate men to the position of seeing
themselves in their true relation to God and their fellow-men.
Modern civilization has a side fraught with extreme danger
for the welfare of the heathen, and that in two respects—first,.
the actuating principle in so many of its representatives is that
of unrestricted selfishness; and, second, our absolute superiority
in culture makes it so difficult to evangelize the heathen with
educational wisdom.

Let us now turn to the influence of modern culture where
prompted by Christian motives. The circumstances with which
we must deal are so complex that it is not possible to estimate with
exactness the amount of such influence. The effect of a certain en-
vironment can be broadly named, but the personal element must
not be overlooked. Perhaps an approximate idea of the influ-
ence of culture as a handmaid of the mission can be arrived at
if the following question be considered : ‘“ What would have been
the result providing heathen nations had outdone us along cul-
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tural lines >” This question does not carry with it much force
when it is viewed in relation to the African, the Australian, or the
South Sea Islander: but when we turn to China, India, and the
“ Realms of Islam,™ it appears in the light of a grave possibility.

Long before the compass, the art of printing, the manufacture
of silks and porcelain, the sciences of chemistry, anatomy, and
astronomy were thought of in the West, they were known to
China. Up to a certain point progress was made in the arts and
sciences, but instead of advancing to their amazing practical
applications, as among Christian peoples, the inventive faculty
degenerated into a remarkable instinct of imitation. Can you
imagine the disastrous effect upon missionary enterprise had
China got ahead of us in our practical discoveries in the arts and
sciences !

From the Arab we have received our arithmetical and alge-
braical characters, our paper-making, our gunpowder, and most
of our best medicines. Suppose they had made our discoveries
while in the heat of their fervor for spreading their “ religion of
the sword””! WWhat hope for the weaker nations which were
accepting Christianity if invaded by a Mohammedan force guid-
ing its ships by electrical machinery, and discharging its broad-
sides at the flash of an electric spark! But God has so ordered
it that the weakest missionary who goes among the heathen
bears upon himself ¢ the stamp of a superior civilization and
power,” and has at his command the protection of world-sub-
duing battalions and squadrons. In his hand he bears a com-
pilation of the most chaste literary productions known to civili-
zation. His superiority in knowledge makes him a teacher and
educator wherever he goes. This is true even among the so-
called cuitured heathen. For example: “A very moderate
amount of geographical knowledge will enable him to upset the
geographical theories held by the best educated Hindoos, and
thereby to shake the credibility of the heathen religious author-
ity.” But not only is he in point of knowledge superior to the
educated heathen : he has a far more forcible superiority in the
eyes of the masses, for he can go into any situation and can
accommodate himself to any environment. He can recognize
and relieve the distresses of his fellow-creatures who are groan-
ing under ignorance and superstition, and he can, at the same
time, live a happy and noble iome life.
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The mission work of our century proceeds from a people who
impress their immense cultural superiority upon the non-Chris-
tian peoples, and apart from the apologetic value of this fact, and
apart from the hundreds of aids it affords the missionary for the
improvement of his position, it gives him a superiority which was
wanting to the apostles in their time.

But here we encounter a danger ; for the fact that a mission-
ary is placed in a community in which he is undoubtedly the
strongest character, from a cultural standpoint, is a great respon-
sibility, and requires the guidance of a sound judgment and a pure
heart. There is an almost irresistible tendency to feel satisfied
that good missionary work is being done when the heathen imitate
the external life of a Christian man. There is no doubt that
many flagrant immoralities are thus blotted out, but there is a
danger that this is but an evidence of * culture-caricature ” in-
stead of real culture. The missionary must guard against mere
imitation on the part of his converts. How frequently has an
undue haste to see the results of hard work given rise to such
imitations! The savage has the cunning instincts of a wild ani-
mal, and he soon learns to fawn and to please by mere appear-
ance. His conception of becoming a Christian often amounts to
this: He must now wear clothing, live in a house built after the
model of the missionary’s, and eat the same kind of food as the
missionary eats. The ludicrous spectacle of a professed convert
arrayed in a dressing gown, “ with his legs where his arms ought
to be,” may indicate a desire to live a more cultured life, but it
is more likely to indicate a touch of that vanity which is all too
frequently displayed by the dudes of our own city.

¢ One touch of nature makes the whole world kin.”

While the missionary is justified in teaching a becoming de-
cency in the matter of wearing apparel, he should guard against
an imitation of culture which has not at its foundation an awak-
ened sense of decency.

Another danger presents itself, viz., that of denationalizing
his weaker brother. An English missionary would naturally feel
clated to find an English community arising from the dregs
about him. And yet the object is not to turn Chinese, Hindoos,
Australians, and Africans into Englishmen, but to turn them into
Christians. The object is not to rob the convert of national
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attachment, but to implant in him a truer and nobler national
attachment—an attachment that will find its expression in
strenuous efforts to raise his fellow-countrymen into the dignity
of lovers of the God of nations.

But while we must recognize disadvantages which threaten
the work of representatives of cultured Christian peoples, we
cannot but rejoice that the advantages far snrpass them. It is
grandly possible that the ‘‘ seed of the kingdom ” may be sown,
and that a direction may be given to the culture that is sure to
follow. Just as in the case of our forefathers, who, while being
evangelized, did not forthwith adopt the complete culture of the
classic peoples of antiquity, so must the newly-started nation
commence its development from its own foundation. The edu-
cative principle is not to start at the top, but to start from
ground principles and grow towards the top. Herein is the
great value of culture—not that ¢ cultural acquisitions have
fallen into our lap as something ready made "—but that we have
made them for ourselves. It is culture-making that has made a
culture-people.

We so frequently talk as if the great aim of our work among
the heathen were to civilize them, when the fact is it is to save
them. The civilization will come as a matter of course, but in
each community it must be worked out along the lines of natural
environment. The work for us to do is similar to the work
which St. Paul did. Does this mean that we are merely to pro-
claim Christ with fervor, and without regard to the mental con-
dition of the people with whom we are dealing? Surely not!

Take the example of Paul,as set forth in I. Cor. ix. 20-22,
<*To the Jews I became as a Jew . . . that I may by all
means save some.”

The work in which the missionary must engage calls for
marked individuality. There is no “cut and dried” rule for
reaching perishing men. There is but one Gospel and one aim,
but the means are as varied as the circumstances are numerous.
Standing, as the missionary does, between the great danger of
over-culture, on the one hand, and under-culture, on the other,
there is a call upon him for a constant exercise of judgment
which far surpasses mere intellectual acumen. While having his
personal life of faith firmly rooted in the central truths of the
Gospel, *“ he must know to distinguish with Christian tact the



CULTURE AND THE MISSION. 403

essence of Christianity from those adjuncts which have grown
with it among us, but yet are not essential to it’; he must
understand to strike out original ways among people and cir-
cumstances entirely different from us and ours; he should be
cultured to that point where he can see a situation and grasp it—
where he can realize the possibility of a human doubt and dispel
it ; where he can understand a breaking heart and sympathize
with it !—a man who can see beyond his own cultural position to
what he ought to be, and beyond the degradation of the heathen
to what they may become !—a man who sees in those who are
unfit to survive a possibility of their becoming fit!

Culture, in this sense, becomes the great engine whose motive
power is the Gospel of Christ, and before which the fortresses
of sin cannot continue to stand.

And when we look to “the land that remains to be pos-
sessed,” to India with 250,000,000 souls grovelling in ignorance
and superstition; to China with 350,000,000 souls blinded by
national conceit and national jealousies; to Korea with 12,000,-
000 souls leoking with suspicion upon even foreign commerce ;
to Japan, which, despite her efforts to transplant in her soil the
tree of culture, has 40,000,000 souls in darkness ; to the Moham-
medan world, with 160,000,000 souls who have not yet accepted
the “Gospel of peace’: to the “Islands of the Sea,” with

24,000,000 out of 31,000,000 souls upon whom the ‘“Sun of
Righteousness ’ has not yet risen; to Spanish America, with
50,000,000 souls still out of Christ; and even to Europe, with
150,000,000 souls yet in the slavery of ignorance—when we look
upon these unconquered fields, and feel that we are but weak
men, there is to us a dire need of the great encouragement that
comes through the knowledge that God has chosen to make our
cultural development a handmaid of the Gospel of Christ.

We have been wont to regard the triumphs of our arts and
sciences as mere secular achievements, but with broadening in-
telligence we are Jearning that these are the greatest missionary
allies of the age! We dare not ignore the girdle of truth, the
breast-plate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the helmet of
salvation, the sword of the Spirit, for without these we are de-
fenceless! We dare not depart from the side of Christ, for with-
out Him we are without guidance! We dare not forget that our
great aim is to save men! We are foolish if we forget that the
results of cultural advancement are ours, and that they are ours
to use !

G. R. Faskin,

Knox College.



BIBLE STUDY.

GOLDEN TEXTS FOR FEBRUARY.

February 2.—Luke v. 24 : ¢ The Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins.”
EXPOSITION.

Son of man. ““Itake it that among the Jews at the Christian era, at least among
such as shared the lively expectations which were then abroad of the great deliverance
which was approaching, it was distinctly understood that ¢ the Son of man’ meant ¢ the
Messiah’; at the same time, it was not a common title. It expressed His Messiahship
definitely enough for His purpose, but it expressed it in that veiled and suggestive way
which characterized the whole of His teaching on His own person ”’ (Sa»nday).

¢ The idea of the true humanity of Christ lies at the foundation of it. }He was the
representative of the whole race, ¢ the Son of man ’ in whom all the potential powers of
humanity were gathered * ( Westcott).

Power. * Mark the word. The Saviouris not referring to a matter of mere power,
but the forgiveness of sins is a moral act, connecting itself with a moral system, and
having to do, therefore, with moral rights and liabilities . . . viewed as divine. He had
the right in Himself ; viewed as Messiah, He had authority from the Father * (1forison).

¢ The absence of exp/icit reference on Christ’s part to the servant of Jehovah in Isaiah
liii, is sufficiently remarkable. But what if there be a constant implicit reference in
Christ’s teaching as to the Son of man?” (Vernon Bartlett).

OUTLINE.

Christ’s way of dealing with sin. (From F. W. Robertson.)

I. THE MALADY PRESENTED 10 CHRIST.

It was not merely palsy. Jesus went deeper than the outward evil—down to the
cvil, the root of all evil, properly the only evil—sin. Ieread in that sufferer’s heart
the desire to be healed of guilt.  So He said, “ Thy sins,” etc. Now;, sin has a twofold
set of consequences : (1) The natural consequences, such as evidently follow intemper-
ance, extravagance, etc. Often the connection is not evident, though it is real. Every
man, with his strength and his weaknessess, stunted in body or dwarfed in heart,
palsied in nerve or deadened in sensibility, is the exact result and aggregate of all the
past—all that has been done by himself, and all that has been done by his ancestors,
remote or near. {2} The moral consequences—those which 1ell upon the character
and inward being of the man who sins. These are partly negative—loss—the loss of
the capacity for higher enjoyment. Partly positice also, the dark and dreadful loneli-
ness that comes from doing wrong, when one dare not hear the voice of God nor
believe in 1lis presence. Unrest.  Sclf-contempt.

IL. CuristTs TREATMENT OF THAT MaALADY,

By the declaration of God’s forgiveness. The forgivenessuf God acis both upon the
moral and the natural consequences »f sin.  {1) Upon the mora! consequences, directly.
Remerse passes into penitence and love.  No more loneliness for God has taken up his
abzde there.  No more sclf-contempt, for he whom God has forgiven learns to forgive
himself, No more unrest, for, ““ heing justified by faith, we have peace with God.”
(2) Upon the natural conscquences, indirectly. The forgiveness of Christ did not

cmove the palsy. It is conceivable that it might never have been removed atall.  And
o we see in everyday life. The intemperate man, repenting, will receive forgiveness,
but not the steady hand of youth. The pardon given the dying thief did not unvail his
hands.  If you have depraved another’s wiil and injured another’s soul, you may be for-
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given by God, but your penitence cannot undo the evil you have done., But even here
the grace of God’s forgiveness is not in vain. Though it may not undo the natural con-
sequences of sin, it may transform them into blessings. The pains and infirmities that
result from our sin may become chastisement to sanctify us.

February 23.—Luke viii. 48, ** Thy faith hath made thee whole: go in peace.”
EXPOSITION.

‘¢ Ie reassures her andconfirms her inthe possession of the blessing which she had, in
some measure, taken by stealth ” (Godet).

Faith. ¢ The right hand of the soul, which lays hold on the Saviourand 1is right-
eousness, drew her out of her impurity and brought her into a new life, not the outward
act of touching the tassel” (Lindsay).

Whole. *‘Her recovered health is alink which henceforth will attach her to Jesus as
the personification of salvation, and this link is to her the beginning of salvation in the
fuil sense of the term ” (Godet).

Jnto peace.  **Not as though she already possessed the blessing, or as if the peace she
already possessed were enough.  She is bidden to enter into the peaceful state of mind.”

Peace, i.e., safety, felicity, because peace makes and keeys things safe and prosper-
ous ( Zhayer).

OUTLINE.

Faitk’s approack to Christ. (From Jokhs Ker, D.1).)

Christ, when on earth, was alive to a suppliant’s touch. 1Ie is nut less so now.
Let us learn, then, how 1o approach Him.

1. Fairua CoMes wiTh A DEEr DEsraiR OF aLl OTHER HELP BUT CHRISYS.

This womaa had tried many means, =ad in all had been disappointed. But ifthese
disappointments had not brought her near despair, the great Physician would have been
unsought. So God lets the sinner or the sufferer wander on and try all other ways of
cure, not to tantalize him with shadows, but to lead him through them to the great
reality. InGod’s world there are never shadows without a reality from which they fali,
and never failures in the soul’s highest longings but that they are stepsto God, if the soul
struggles on.

II. Farri nas a DiviNe Power 10 DiscovER CHRIST.

We cannot tell what brought the woman to Him. She was ignorant, He compara-
tively unknown.  Something in His whole personality drew her to Him, she conld not tell
why. So faith often goes to Christ, straight to the inark likea driven arrow,with grounds
for going that it cannot tell to others or even to itself. The needle trembles tothe pole,
the buds feel their way to the spring, the flower to the sunlight, because they are made
for it, and souls are so made for Christ. ‘¢ My sheep hear my voice.”

ITII. Farrn CoMmes Wit AN InrriciT PrRUST 1N CHRIST.

Her faith was implicit in a pesfect cure. It was implicit in His ability,

IV, Farru SEERS, For 11S COMFORT, CLOSE CONTACT wiTH CHRIST.

“If I may but foreck.” This is 2 human instinct.  God answers it in weaving the
tokens of lis presence into all the works of His hands, and more fully when He comes
close to us in the incarnate Son.

V., Farcu, Wit ALL 178 IMPERYF L0 TIONS, IS ACCEPTED By CHRIST.

We can see the imperfection in her faith.  This cncourages us to hope that if a2 man
truly trusts God for 9ne thing he will be led on more and more, from hody to soul, from
time to cternity.

VI. Farrn FEELS A CHANGE FroM THE Totrcn or Christ.

Soit was in thc woman’s case. \When faith, under a sensc of its nced, touche
Christ, the virtue that comes from him gives some such fecling to the sonl.  There is nat
always the same full and immediate scnse of it.  But the change comes.



OUR COLLEGE.

Tue seventy-fifth public meeting of the Literary and ‘Theological
Society was held in Convocation Hall on Friday evening, Dec. 6th.

The hall was crowded, and many were unable tn find even standing
room. Rev. Dr. Jordan, of St. James' Square Church, presided, and filled
the duties of the chair with that grace and digmty which are so character-
istic of him.

The Glee Club and Quartette were well received, and rendered their
selections in good form. Mr. }. Eakin gave an excellent reading, and had
to respond to an encore. President Ross, for his inaugural, read an able
paper on “ The Individualism and Socialism of Christianity,” which appears
in this issue.

The debate between representatives of (Queen’sand of cur college was
the event of the evening.

The resolution, “That war is a necessary means to the advancement of
civilization,” was ably upbeld by G. McG. Gandier, B.A,, and J. R. Fraser,
M.A, for Queen’s, while the task of opposing it devolved upon E. W.
Mackay, B.A, and E. B. Homme, M.A,, for Knox. The debaters were
well received, and held the attention of the large audience throughout.

In summirg up the result the chairman very cleverly kept the audience
in suspense until the last word was spoken, which gave the victory to
Queen’s. At the close of the programme the Queen’s men were enter-
tained in the dining-room, where a couple of hours were given to the
things provided by the committee, in song and social intercourse.

K. D. McMivriax, of Princeton Seminary, who is at home for the holi-
days, made a short call on his old friends.
Dr. Caven’s lecture on “ A Good Prose Style™ was much appreciated
by the students. A full report will appear in our next issue.
Jonn BamLky, B.A,, was awarded first place in the competition for the
Prince of Wales’ prize. \We congratulate you, John.

A public meeting of the Missionary Society was held in Convocation
Hall on Friday evening, November 29th. The meeting was largely
attended, and was one of the most successful that the society has held.
‘The programme was as follows:

Jevotional Exercises.

Chairman’s Address, Hon. G. W. Russ.

Chorus, * It was spoken for the Master,” Glee Club.

Inaugural Address, * The Relation of Culture w0 Missions,” G. K.
Fasken, B.A. .

Quartette, “Lead me, Saviour,” Messts. Nixon, Mackay, Fowlie, and
Roxborough,

Address, “The Spirit's guidance of the Apostolic Church in its Mis-
sion Work,” Rev. I, M. Ramsay, B.A., B.D.

Hymn No. gg, “O Spirit of the Living God.”
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From Iar ForMmOsa, THE ISLAND, 11s ProrLe aNp Missions. By
George Leslie Mackay, D.D. Edited by the Rev. J. A. Macdonald. Svo.,
29 339 Price, $2.00. Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, Chi-
cago, and 1vronto.

A book whose appearance has been awaited with eager interest is at
length in our hands, and after a somewhat careful reading one feels safe
in saying that no expectation that could justly have been cherished in
regard to it will be disappointed.

The appearance of Dr. Mackay’s book marks an epoch in the history
-of the missions of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. That it is possible
to lay before the church and before the world such a record of noble effort
and great accomplishment is a matter for devout and humble gratitude to
God. Indeed it is difficult to criticize the book, because as one rises from
the perusal of it he finds himself forgetting the book and thinking only of
the splendid achievements of which it tells.

The record, however, is worthy of its theme. Author, editor, and
publisher have combined to give us a book which will rank among the
best of the many fine missionary volumes which have appeared in the last
decade.

In outward app.arance the work is all that could be desired. One’s
eye lingers with pleasure, as he turns the leaves, over the substantial
paper, the broad margins, and the neat, clear type. The cover, of stamped
buckram, showing the flower and the ear of the rice plant, and the manner
of rice-harvesting, is an example of what is latest and most artisticin the
art of binding. The illustrations, of which there are seventeen in all, are
also noticeably good. Especially striking is a picture of armed head
hunters on page 268. The four maps, geological, botanical, missionary,
and general, add much to the value of the book. We have not noticed
any mechanical errors, unless it be that in the list of names on page
323—Gawid should read Gauld.

‘Too much cannot be said of the way in which the editor has performed
the delicate and difficult task which fell to hislot.  This was tiic task:
“ Dr. Mackay put into my hands a mass of literary material—notes, ob-
servations, extracts from diaries and reports, studies in science, fragments of
description, sketches of character—and laid upon me the responsibility of
organizing this material into form and life.” But Mr. Macdonald was not
to write the book. The church desired an autobiography. And so, “the
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aim in editing has been to preserve in its integrity not only the substance,
but the literary style of the author—to retain something of the vigor, the
boldness, the Celtic enthusiasm, so characteristic of Dr. Mackay’s public
speech.” Mr. Macdonald has not failed in his design. It is true that as
one reads the opening chapters especially, he fancies sometimes that he
recognizes the skilful literary touch of the former editor of THE MONTHLY.
But, after all, this is only on the surface. If, here and there, the hand is
the hand of Macdonald, the voice, throughout, is the voice of Mackay.
That noble impetuosity, that Pauline humility of boasting, even that curi-
ous accuracy of detail in the matter of dental surgery—these are water
marks that cannot deceive.

In reading this work one is impressed with the thought that in Dr.
Mackay we find a rare combination of those qualities which characterize
an ideal missionary. Here are high intellectual gifts and thorough conse-
cration, blended with indomitable courage and great practical sagacity. In
his attitude towards what is best in the customs and religion of the people,
in his relations with the foreign community of Formosa, in his founding of
stations and erection of churches, Dr. Mackay has given evidence of his
possession of a large fund of that most valuable quality—* a saving com-
mon sense.” As one reads, too, the arguments by which Dr. Mackay
upholds his well-known theory of a native ministry and native workers for
native women, one can hardly escape the conviction that, for Formosa at
least, the plan chcsen is the best.

Of the author’s scientific knowledge and his faculty of accurate obser-
vation, we have abundant evidence in the geological and biological infor-
mation embodied in the chapters on * The Island.”

We find indications of that bold and unconquerable spirit that would
not know any such word as jfai/ure breaking out here and there in the
book. For example, when speaking of certain districts where tour after
tour was undertaken without any visible fruit, we read : **How discourag-
ing !’ I hear someone say. Who calls such experiences discouraging? 1
do not. I never did. Our business is to do our duty, and to do it inde-
pendently of what men call encouragement and discouragement. I never
saw anything to discourage in twenty-three long years in North Formosa.”

Again, when visiting a settlement of the Sekhoan, or civilized barbari-
ans on the west coast, a letter was received from the head man which said :
“ You black-bearded barbarian, with your Chinese disciples, must either
leave in the morning or stay in the house for three days.” To this the
following reply was sent: * We, the servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, will
neither leave in the morning nor stay in the house ; but by the power of
our God we will preach His Gospel in your streets on the morrow and
following days.” And the Gospel was preached.

Most interesting is the account of the beginning of the work and the
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winning of the first convert ; most interesting the story of the days of fiery
trial, and of those who were faithful unto death. But our space fails us.
Very heartily we commend ¢ From Far Formosa ” to our readers. Itisa
book that will make missionaries, and will create a more intense and in-

telligent enthusiasm for missions wherever it is read.
Roeert HaDDOW.

A MEssaGe ¥or THE Dav. By J. R Miller, D.D. Ileming H. Revell
Co., New York, Chicago, and Loronto. Pp. 366. Price,$1.25.

This is a very beautiful book in appearance, and it well deserves its
beautiful dress. The design is not new, but it has seldom been better
accomplished. The plan is this: On each page “a Bible text stands at
the head, with some words which may illustrate and emphasize the thought
of the Scripture, and frequently with some quoted lines which may have a
message to the reader.” There are few writers of devotional books whose
work is more deeply spiritual and more truly helpful than Dr. Miller’s.
His “Week Day Religion,” *“ Secrets of a Beautifut Life,” * Making the
Most of Life,” and others, are all characterized by great practical sense as
well as genuine devoutness. But the best introduction for the book before
us will be to open it, almost at random, and quote: * October 3. Z/e
words that I speak unto you they ave spirit and they are life—St. John vi. 63.
God’s own life is in the words of Scripture. Put a handful of flower seeds
in your window-box under the sunshine, and they will soon become lovely
flowers. Put the truths of the Gospel into a human heart, and soon the
life will begin to grow into the beauty of Christ. Its effects will be seen
in the disposition, in the character, in the conduct, in all the daily acts.
At an auction a rude jar of common earthenware was bought by a seller of
perfumes for a penny. But he filled it with attar of roses, and soon every
particle of the substance of the jar had partaken of the sweetness. The
fragrance within it had permeated it. Long, long afterward, when emptied
and broken, every smallest fragment was still sweet with the precious per-
fume. So it is when even the most common life is filled with the word
of Christ. It flows out, as it were, in the character, in the feelings and
affections, in the thoughts and desires, in the tempers and dispositions,
until the whole being is permeated, filled with the spirit of Christ. . . . *

H.

A CanNapiaN MaXNUAL oN THE PROCEDURE OF PunLic MEETINGS. By
J- G. Bourinot, LL.D., Clerk of the House of Commons. Large
edition, 444 pages, Svo. Half calf. Price, $3.00. Thke Carswell Co.,
Toronto.

The author thus states his purpose in the preparation of this manual

‘* Since the publication of the autho:’s large work on Parliamentary Pro-
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-cedure some years ago, he has been in constant receipt of enquiries on
various points of order that have arisen from time to time in municipal
and other meetings, and has consequently seen the practical necessity that
exists for a relatively short treatise that is directly adapted to the special
wants of municipal councils, public meetings and conventions, religious
conferences, shareholders’ and directors’ meetings, and societies in
general.”

The book opens with an introductory chapter on the Rules and Usages
of Parliament, an important feature, for by these public assemblies we in
Canada are governed. Clearness has been aimed at by exact definition of
terms and succinct statement of principles. He is an unusually well-
informed man who will not find much information here that he did not
know before, and much that he held in the form of nebulous notions
becomes definite and fixed ideas.

Then follow two parts, the first relating to general public meetings,
societies, trades and labor councils, etc. ; the second to corporate com-
Ppanies.

Large space is given to church synods and conferences. The rules
and modes of procedure in the synods of the Church of England, the con-
ferences of the Methodist Church, the different courts of the Presbyterian
Church, with the conventions of the Baptist and other religious bodies,
will prove of highest interest to clergymen. By this exhibition of the
guiding principles of various church courts, ample aid is furnished for the
solution of difficult questions that are likely to arise at unexpected junc-
tures.

Special attention is given to the procedure of cities, towns, and other
municipalities of Ontario ; a general code of rules for all is proposed and
valuable notes added on the municipal systems of the other provinces of
Canada.

Any person occupying a public position should have an intelligent
understanding of the management of public meetings, and nowhere is
there to be found such a unique manual for guidance as this one. It has
special value from the fact that on all questions here considered, and the
range is very large, it will be regarded as a final authority for Canadians.
There is an extensive analytical index that makes reference very easy.

Like all books issued by this firm, it is presented in a substantial and
enduring form.

IicTioNARY OF SCIENTIFIC ILLUSTRATIONS AND SyMuBolLs. By a Bar-
rister of The Inner Temple. Cloth, 8vo.: pp. g20. Lrice, §2.00.
W. B. Ketcham, New York.

The two books of nature and revelation are from the hand of the same

Author. Together they make known His character and will.  As the facts
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of nature have their interpretation in the book of revelation, so the truths
of revelation are illustrated in the book of nature. It is evident that
nature furnishes a vast storehouse of unused illustration and symbol for
the expositor of the written Word.

Hitherto homiletic illustration has been drawn largely from experience,
and deals largely with the sentimental side of our natures by anecdote and
incident. Many cyclopedias of illustration have been prepared on this
line. But their constant use has worn off the freshness, and audiences
wearied cf sameness wish for variety, hence one gladly welcomes a well-
arranged collection of scientific facts for this purpose.

As few public speakers have sufficient acquaintance with natural science
to make much use of it as a source of illustration, he who renders this
large field of information available for this practical end has done a most
helpful thing. This is just what the anonymous author of this volume has.
done.

Here a new mine of very rich ore is brought into view ; moral truths
are mirrored by scientific facts with charming freshness and in great
variety ; ‘“a gallery of types and outlines is opened, which every artist may
daily use in making his own collection of living word pictures.” The
topics are arranged in: alphabetic order, and each accompanied by an appro-
priate illustration or symbol from nature. Two very full and careful
indexes, one on *“ General Topics” and the other on “ Natural Topics,”
adapt the volume to ready use. There is also appended a comprehensive
list of authorities, giving the works referred to, and explaining the
references in the text, so that in every case those who use this work can-
verify the accuracy of each statement, and read still farther along the same
line should they choose to do so.

For the purposes of general information it affords interesting and very
instructive reading, but as a repertory of illustration and symbol it is of
the highest value. The unknown author has done his work remarkably
well, and merits the gratitude of all who would influence their fellow-men-
by public address.

The publisher has shown the excellence of bis art in the press work
and binding. . W. G. H.
SamanTHA IN Eurore. By * Josich Allen's Wife? (Marietta Holley.)

Lllustrated witie one hundred and "twenty-five artistic and humorous en-

gravings by C. De Grimm. Svo, pp. 727 Cloth, $2.50 ; Half Russia,

$g.00. Sold only by subscription. New York, London, and Toronto :
Funk & Wagnalls Company.

This is the latest book, just issued, by this popular author. “I'o the
weary traveller who yearns to se¢ under strange skies the light of the old
home fire, this book is dedicated by Samantha and Josiah.”  Such is the-
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dedication. From the preface, in which Josiah and his spouse have a
little * spat” about the book, to the last of its chapters, humor and pathos
make the smiles chase one another over the face, while all the time whole-
some moral reflections are making their impressions almost “unbeknownst”
on the heart. Wherever we open the book elegant typography captivates
the eye, and entertaining incidents hold the attention. It were difficult
here to follow Samantha and her * faithful pardner ” in their * strikin’ and
skairful adventures” in strange cities and out-of-the-way places all over
Europe. But we cannot help lingering awhile here and there. The chap-
ter in which Samantha gives an account of her interview with a piano
tuner, having mistaken him for a doctor whom she desired to consult, is
very amusing. No less laughable are the efforts of Josiah in Germany
and Belgium, when he “busts out” into song, and, to the dismay of
Samantha, delivers himself of :
“1 am a married man, and not afraid to die.”

But we must leave it to those who are fortunate enough to secure a
copy of the book to digest it for themselves, and no dyspepsia pellets will
be needed. ‘The book is itself a cure. Josiah outdid himself, and has
contributed his share to the success of the excursion. There is no need,
either, of speaking of the wit, humor, pathos, wisdom, and philosophy of
Samantha. Our readers are too well acquainted with “Josiah Allen’s wife”
for that. De Grimm, the talented artist and caricaturist, has done his part
to perfection inillustrating the book, and his 125 humorous engravings are
themselves worth more than the price of the volume.

L)
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

The “Monthly’s”

-

ADDRESS,

F. N. W. BROWN,

Holiday
aift

T DO you know any persons in your con-

gregation or neighborhood who would
be interested in such a Magazine as THE
MONTHLY — @  Magazine whose object
s the promotion of knowledge about the
Bible, the Church, the Christian Life, Mis-
sionary Work, Good Literature ? If so,
ask them to subscribe, and when you have
obtained and sent to us TWO new subscrip-
tions and two dollars, we shall have pleasure
e presenting you with your choice of the
Jollowing books :

1. ‘*“ Beside the Bonnie Brier
Bush.”

BY IAN MACLAREN.

2. “The Days of Auld Lang
Syne.”

BY IAN MACLAREN.

PUBLISHER,

31 Czar Street, TORONTO.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

LOUISA MUHLBACH’S
HISTORICAL NOVELS

COMPLETE IN 18 VOLUMES, 12mo. BOUND IN HALF MOROCCO, GILT EDGES

Prioce for the set, in box, $27.00
0 SHSHGHGHGHGTe

In offering to the public our new illustrated 12mo edition of Louisa
Mihlibach's celebrated historical romances, we would call attention to the
fact that their popularity is still increasing, though they first appeared.
thirty years ago. These romances are as well known in England and
America as they are in the author’s native country, Germany, and it is
universally conceded that no other romances reproduce so vividly the-
spirit and social life of the times they describe.

The titles are as follows:

Napoleon and the Queen of Prussia

The Empress Josephine

Napoleon and Blucher

Queen Hortense

Marie Antoinette and her Son

Prince Eugene and his Times

The Daughter of an Empress

Joseph II. and his Court

Frederick the Great and his Court

Frederick the Great and his Family

Berlin and Sans-Souci

Goethe and Schiller

The Merchant of Berlin, and Maria Theresa
and her Fireman

Louisa of Prussia and her Times

Old Fritz and the New Era

Andreas Hofer

Mohammed Ali and his House

Henry VIII. and Catherine Parr

SOLD BY SUBSCRIPTION

D. APPLETON & CO. puBLISHERS NEW YORK

Canadian Agenzy : .
63 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ont,

G. N. MORONG, Manager.
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HOOPER & CO.
DRUGGISTS

444 Spadina Avenue

and
A 43 King Street West
Ten per cent. discount to Students.

’ [

UNDERTAKERS

BATES & DODDS

931 Queen Street West,
TORONTO.
The Non-Combinatlon Undertakers
Telephone 5081.

TEA & TEA

ROBERTS’
Noted Black, Green, Japan, Indian = Ceylon

FIRST-CLASS COFFEES

Highest Grade Greceries at Lowest Prices

ROBERTS 2age. o

y TORONTO
Send for fifty-page

Free Sample

of

Johnson’s
Encyclopadia
(New Edition)

F.N. W. BROWN,
31 Czar Street -~ Toronto, Ont.

Swiss =
.. Laundry

{Allen Manufacturing Co., Proprietors)

CORNER SIMCOE and PEARL STREETS

LAUNDRY WORK OF ALL
KINDS

_Repairingand Darning Free of Charge.
On request, our Wagons will call regularly
at all Colleges, Boarding-houses, etc.

Telephones 1260 and 1150

PARK BROS.___

Photographic
Artists

(s’ Studio: 328 Yonge Street.
' TORONTO.

ESTABLISHED 1860.

H. STONE & SON

(D.STONE)

UNDERTAKERS

429 YONGE ST.
(Cor. Ann)

TORONTO

Charges Moderate,
Telephone g31.

FOOTBALL:
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TORONTO.

ESTABLISHED 1844,

Affiliated with the University of Toronto.

STAFF OF INSTRUCTION,

Rev. PrINCIPAL CAVEN, D.D., Professor of Exegetics and Biblical Criticism.,

Rev. WiLLiam Greca, D.D., Professor of Church History.

Rev. WitLias MacLAREN, D.D., Professor of Systematic Theology.

REv. J. J. A. Prounroor, D.D., Lecturer in Homiletics, Church Government, and
Pastoral Theology.

Hebrew is taught in University College by Rev. J. ¥F. McCurpy, Pu.D., L1.D.,
Professor of Oriental Literature.

Elocution is taught by Mr. A. C. MounTEEE, B.L.

MRr. Groree Locte, B.D., Tutor in Greek, Latin, and English,

Before entering Theology, students must have either a degree in Arts or have com-
pleted a three years’ course in Arts in s rme approved institution,

The Elocution Class is attended by the students of all the Theological Years, and is
open to all who have the Ministry in view.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND PRIZES.

Twenty-three Scholarships and Prizes, ranging in value from $80 to $30, are
awarded in the three years of the Curriculun.

In addition to these, a few Scholarships are privately bestowed on the recommen.-
dation of the Faculty.

There are also Seven Scholarships awarded the students in the Arts Conrse,
PREPARATORY COURSE.

This course extends over three sessions.  All entrants must pass a preliminary
examination in Latin, Greck, Luglish, Geography, History, Arithmetic, Euclid,
Algebra.

DEGREE OF B.D.

Candidates for the degree of B,1). must be graduates in Arts of some approved
University ; but Students who completed the literary course in Knox College in 1881
and are now in the Ministry of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, may becomé
candidates.

RESIDENCE OF STUDENTS,

The College Residence is very commodious, and has accommodation for seventy-
six students.

Students are provided with furnished rooms. The rate of board is three dollars per
week, all charges for attendance, etc., included. Where it is preferred, Students are
allowed to reside in the College on payment to the Steward of one dollar per week, and
to find board elsewhere.

All communications regarding the Curriculum or Residepce must be addressed to
the Rev. Prin. Caven, D.1)., and all correspondence regarding the financial affairs of
the College must be sent either to Wm. Mortimer Clark, (.C., Chairman, or the Rey.
W. Reid, D.D., Secretary of the College.




