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THE

CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTOR.

JUNE, 1856.
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* TaAT THE Sovur BE WITOUT KXOWLEDGE, IT IS XOT GOOD.”—Prov. xix, 2.
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“HE FOLLOWETH NOT WITH US.”

IN this scripture, (Luke ix. 49, Mark ix. 38) we get a glimpse of human
nature in one ofits weakest and least loveable aspects. It is remarkable
too, that it appears with the mild and amiable John for its spokesman. It
has happened very often however, that a man’s errors and sins have been -~
precisely those, from which, judging from previous knowledge of character
we should have deemed him most safe.

The disciples had somewhere met “one casting out devils” in the name
of their Master. Who this person was does not appear. Some have con-
jectured that he was a disciple of John ; others more plausibly that he was
of the number of the seventy. But upon this point we know nothing. He
was evidently one who had heard of the Saviour, believed in his divine mis-
sion, and in his name did wonderful works. At this John and his fellow-dis-
ciples ought to have rejoiced. But they did not. They were scandalized.
They felt agerieved. They thought theraselves cntitled tointerfere. < das-
ter we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us, and
we forbad him because he followeth not us.”

This disposition is pretty common in the world. It underiies much of
the opposition that is made to the “ casting out of devils” in the present day.
It checks the general progress. It obstructs many a social reform. It in-
terferes oft-times with the extension of the Gospel. Help to a good canse is
often refused—active resistence not seldom encountered—for no wetter rea-
son than that given by John.

I “Xe followeth not with us” Te is attached to a different religious
communion. He’s a Kirkman, or a Free Churchman. Or he’s a Methodist
—a Baptist—an Independent—an Episcopalian.  He docs not belong to our
denomination of professing christians. And therefore, althongh we durst
not deny the worth of his character—durst not deny the excellence of his
work—durst not deny that the gospel is preached, that souls are comverted,
that God is glorified, we take no interest in his labours, or if any a sinister
one: Unless indeed, his field of effort be at the Antipodes, or some place
alinost equally remote.  Z%hen no doubt we wish him God speed very heart- ,
ily and rcjoice in his success. But if he come so near that we meet him as-
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the disciples met this man casting out devils, like John we are ready to in-
terfere « My Lord Moses forbid them.”

II. He followeth not with us,” He does not adhere to our political party.
He votes with the tyrannical government, or he sits with the factious opposi-
tion. And in either case, his patriotism is all a pretence—his apparent con-
cern for the welfare of the country nothing but a ¢ sham.” It is true we can-
not answer his arguments. 'We cannot show wherein the measure is likcly
to prove injurious, or impracticable, or even useless, but it comes from, the
wrong side of * the hcuse.” "We will therefore give no help to carry it. We
will oppose it with all our might. Our votes shall “forbid” it to pass. Its
introducer followeth not us. He follows a quite different leadership. He
belongs to a quite different clique. We will have neither ot nor part with
anything that comes from that quarter; as if the government always intro-
duced bad measures—as if the opposition never proposed good ones—as if
either was invariably wrong.

III. He followeth not with us. He does not move in the same social ¢ir-
cle. Heis separated from us by some one or other of the numberless differ-
ences of condition and circumstances that do and must divide society into
classes. He is rich and purse-proud—he estimates every man by acres, or
credit at the Bank. No plan which he proposes can be beneficial to us. Or,
he’s a despicable fellow without stake in the community ; reckless therefore,
and anxious to make others as much so, as himself. Whatever be the par-
ticular point—of choice or of necessity—at which our paths diverge, he fol-
loweth not, indeed cannot follow withus. From rank, or connection, or taste,
or education, or the nature of the pursuits he follows, must follow quite other-
wise. And therefore although the work in which he is engaged, although
the reform which he urges, is calculated to advance the interests of all we
will not make common cause with him. The Jew will not share his privilege
with the Samaritan !

No! He followeth not with te. He cannot then be following our Mas-
ter. What! Have we not CarisT. Whatever is not with us is against
Hinm.  Such a one is not to be cheered in his work by any word of encour-
agement—Dby any smile of encouragement—by any smile of approval. Such
an one is to be frowned upon, discountenanced, forbidden.

« But he is doing a good work.” That is altogether unlikely, and were it
not so, he belongs to the wrong party, and the good work must be given up.
« But the measure manifestly would be beneficial, and he supports it with
strong argument.” That is just barely possible. But granting that it is so—
though the reasoning is unanswerable, it comes from the wrong quarter. I
is not to be listened to. * But ke works in the name of our Master, and cast-
eth out devtls.” No matter for that, Let the devils remain 1n.  He followeth
not with us. Por HIM DOWN. .

The disposition we denounce is a crying evil. It is a wide-spreading root
of bitterness. It is the complete counterpart, the exact complemeat of that
other spirit (if it de yet another) whose still more blatant cry ever is, “ The
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we.”
And it is very extensively prevalent. It has infected every section of social
life. Tt has invaded the Church of God. You have seen it rampant in a
community, setting every man against his neighbour, and frustrating cvery
attempt at progress. You have seen its influence in a congregation repress-
ing every onward movement. * It has been felt even in the Sabbath School
interfering with the instruction of the young. The prayer-meeting itself has
not always escaped its infection. Tt has been noted—ah! we almost fear to
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say it, but ¢¢ has Jeen noted—high up in our Church courts, among the very
guides of the people, turning the noblest schemes away, and all but palsying

our best efforts at advancement, It has caused the ways of Zion to mourn.,

The godly have wept over it.  The serious have stumbled upon it. The
profane mock because of it.  Satan laughs in triumph. Holy angels behold
amazed,

Nor is theve any comfort (but the reverse) in the reflection that this feel-
ing is nowhere openly avowed? All are not so honest as John. The disci~
ples were quite ashamed of their previous conduct. They had just been dis-
puting who should be greatest. But they appear to have been altogether
unconscious of any thing unworthy in their rebuking this stranger. We are
wiser now-a-days, or at least more wary. ‘The true motive is concealed. We
should blush to think it suspected. Itis not that we are unwilling to have the
devil cast out.  For this we are most anxious. Let him be ejected by all
means. Neither do we object avowedly because the agent in thé work fol-
loweth not with us. And so we devise a thousand excuses to conceal the
motive we arc base enough to cherish, and cover the opposition we durst not
acknowledaze. « He is not taking the right way.” “ He is not guided by
sound principles.” * He has not chosen the proper time.” “ He s not em-
Dloying the best means.” ¢ But should a favorable opportunity occur,—~—and
the way in providence be opened up,—and a suitable method of action be sug-
gested, none will rejoice in the devil's discomfiture more sincerely than we!?
When this happy conjuncture of circumstances may be expected, no man
kooweth. Meanwhile, the © strong man armed keepeth his palace” in much
comfort. The devil remains undisturbed—is imdeed rather petted than other-
wise.

This disposition is itself an “evil spirit” that urgently requires to be “ cast
cut.” From the Church at least, and from every section of the Church, it
should be very summarily thrust forth and away! And how is this most de-

sirable end to be accomplished? By taking warning from this mistake of

the disciples. And more especially by cultivating with greater assiduity the
spirit of the Master, “both theirs and ours.” And Jesus said, “ Forbid him
NOT 3 jfor he that is not against us is for us.” “Let the same mind be in
us, then, that was also in Christ Jesus.” The more unearly we approach to
Hiy, the farther shall we put from us every wicked spirit.
“HOoW-BE-1T, TIIIS KIND GOETII NOT OUT BUT BY PRAYER AND FasTinG.”?
Londonderry, May 6, 1856. N E.R.

A SERMON
BY THE REV. JOHN SPROTT.
PsArM cxxir. 7.— Peace be within thy walls and prosperity within thy palaces”

Tre love of country and kindred is one of our strongest and most natural
affections, and no change of circumstances can break the ties which unite us
to our dear native country. In foreign lands we look back to it with a feel-
ing of tenderness and love, as the birthplace and mausoleum of saints and
heroes, 'We think of its streams and mountains, its temples and churches,
the amusements of our childhood and the business of our youth. The love
of country among the Romans was regarded as a virtue of the highest class,
and a Jew never mentions Zion or Jerusalem but with rapture and gladoesg.
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This fine feeling is forcibly expressed in the 137th Psalm, by the Hebrew
captives in Babylon, weeping on the banks of the Euphrates, with their harps
unstrung on the willow tree, and when their conquerors scoffing at their faith
and worship demanded a song of Zion, they reply, “If I forget thee, O Je-
rusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee,
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem
above my chief joy,” &e.

The mind of King David catches fire when he speaks of the gay regions
and vine covered mountains of Palestine. His attachment to the city ot Je-
rusalem was uncommonly strong. He makes many allusions to her in the
book of Psalms, and in some of them she constitutes the principal theme.—
He spared neither time nor expense in beautifying and adorning her; and
he was continually celebrating her praises. dJerusalem was pleasant for si-
tuation, magnificent in its building, it was the delight of nations, the joy of
all the earth, and the royal residence of the kings of Judah. But it wasnot
on that account that David cherished such affection for it. 'We do the me-
mory of the Psalmist an injury if we suppose that he loved her because of
her splendid towers, numerous fountains, and busy population. It was be-
cause there was the ark, and the King of heaven dwelling in the midst of
her. Her streets were to be honoured by the footsteps of the Saviour of the
world. There he preached and wrought miracles, lived and died, and rose
again. Thither he sent down the Spirit and laid the foundation of his Chureh,
and here the tribes assembled, from Dan to Beersheba, to join in solemn
worship. Do you admire the patriotism and public spirit of King David ?
Do not content yourselves v/ith paying to him the tribute of admiration.—
You must catch a portion of the same spirit, and go and do likewise. We
live in an age of benevolence and religious enterprise, when unusual efforts
are making to send Bibles and missions to foreign lands. They are an hon-
our to our country and to christianity. We wish them success, and we long
and pray for the time, when the idols of the nations shall fall before the doc-
trines of the cross, and when pure and genuine christianity shall prevail,
over all the corruptions of the world. But a kindred and more patriotic
feeling ought to induce us to promote the religious interests of our own coun-
try, and to promote the welfare of the Zion where we live and labour. Ma-
ny are ready ‘o unloose their purse-strings, to catch a Jew, or a Tartar, on
the plains of India, who would give nothing to reclaim the ignorant and des-
titute at their own doors. 'When our Lord laid the foundations of his king-
dom, he commanded the Apostles to preach the Gospel to all nations, begin-
ning at Jerusalem. Foreign lands were not to be forgotten or neglected ;
but the first offers of salvation were to be made to those who were near
them and within their reach. Let us then seek the welfare of the Church
where we live and labour, and seek to promote scriptural christianity over
the hills and valleys of Nova Scotia. I shall show in this discourse how
this may be done, and it may with the blessing of God be accomplished suc-
cessfully, if clergymen, elders, church members, and parents, would do their
duty. '

In the first place, it bécomes us as ministers to take the lead in this work,
as we are bound to do, and to redouble our exertions in every branch of our
sacred duty, and preach the Gospel in season and out of season,” and com-
mend ourselves to every man’s conscience, and bring forward habitually and
abundantly the leading doctrines of christianity. The Apostles (who are
the best and most approved examples) say, “we preach Christ crucified, to
the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness, but to all who
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believe, the wisdom and power of God unto salvation.” When the sufferings
and death of our Lord are faithfully preached, and skilfully applied, it seldom
fails to produce a lively thith, and a virtuous practise. We must manage
every subject so as to keep Christ continually in view ; for to preach practi-
cal sermons,—sermons upon virtues and vices, without at the same time
preaching the doctrines of redemption and grace, what is it, but like setting
the hands and wheels of a watch, forgetting the main spring that makes all
to go. We must not only preach the duties of morality in the name of
Christ, but must enforce obedience to them by considerations taken from his
cross.  'When the Apostles preached humane and moral duties they did it
in the name of Christ, and without this a minister may insist all the days of
Lis life on the moral principles of christianity, without any other effect than
leading his hearers farther from Christ, and conducting them hoodwinked
into everlasting darkness. 'We must lay the foundation in love to God and
love to man, and on this foundation (the only solid one that can be laid) we
must erect the superstructure of a godly and religious life. Bad as the world
is, the pulpit is a powerful engine for promoting the interests of truth and
holiness. If a minister be what he ought to be, and what his engagements
require, he should be wholly devoted to his calling. If he discharges his
duties with the ability which God has given him, if he * ¢ decided, but mild ;
sedate and grave, but not gloomy and austere ; if he be cheerful, without le-
vity ; if he be humble and condescending, but no time server ; if he preaches
the Gospel of Christ faithfully and atfectionately, and if his life and conver-
sation be a comment on the doctrines which he preaches, the cause of the
Redeemer will never suffer in his hands. His public services, his private
admonitions, his family visits, his instructions to the young, his fearless re-
proofs of vice, his encouragement to the well disposed, will be blessed to the
good of souls, and suceess to a greater or less degree will undoubtedly attend
his labours. It is possible that his talents are of an inferior order, and that
his attainments are limited ; yet still he can be rendered mighty through the
influences of the Spirit against the enemies of truth and holiness. Let his
heart be right with God, and though his “speech be weak” and his personal
appearance he without honour, many a vaunting Goliah of infidelity will be
overcome, many a sinful Ahab will be humbled, and many a proud TFelix
made to tremble. But some capacity is necessary, for no man can teach an
art of which he js ignorant. % A bishop must be apt to teach.” A man may
be deaf and dumb, and yet be a <aint ; but a man cannot be a minister void
of knowledge and utterance. Fuman atfairs generally prosper in proportion
to the talents, learning, and weight of character brought to their aid, and the
same holds good with regard to religion. Men of grovelling minds have sel-
dom made any lasting impression upon Society. The Apostles were men
of sound minds, well acquainted with the Jewish Seriptures, and had been
some years in the school of Christ. An host of intellectual giants were
raised up at the Reformation to separate true religion from the corruptions
of Popery, to deliver the minds of men from the darkness of a thousand
years, an¢ to accomplish one of the most astonishing revolutions. The men
of the present day who have been most successful in chastising infidelity, and
in promoting true godliness, have been those of cultivated minds, and our
Church expeets to find in her ministers high measures of intelligence and

~ the deepest devotional feeling. A minister without piety is a dreadful cha-

racter, and where the want of it is visible, he must be contemptible. Though
be could speak with the tongue of men and angels, he will never persuade
his hearers that religion is beautiful unless he exhibits its beauties in a well
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ordered conver:ation. If we would take men to heaven with us, we must
show them the fruits that grow there. Knowledge that is practical and ex-
perimental far exceeds that which is speculative. Any wise man going on a
dangerous voyage, would prefer a pilot who had much experience in sailing,
to one who had studied navigation in the most perfect manner on land; so
let me have the spiritual guide who has wisdom enough to save his own soul.

In the second place, you must remember that though you have a minister
of the best natural abilities, and the most eminent piety, he is nothing more
than a man with the infirmities of our nature, and that he is bus, one indivi-
dual engaged in the great work, and that Christ looks to others for the en-
largement of his flock, and the extension of his Church? Are you elders?
the office is honourable. The Apostle Peter says, ¢ I am an elder,” and this
office has been filled with the noblest of the land. Good elders are a great
blessing to the christian Church. You are chosen by the people, and so-
lemnly ordained to the work. You are not required to preach the Gospel or
dispense the sacraments, but to assist the minister in promoting the religious
interests of the flock. You are the sentinels and guardians of the sanctuary.
You are to preserve her from mischief and irreverence, and to see that her

" worship is conducted decently and in order. You must show your attach-
ment to her by your constant attendance within her courts, and to remind
others of their direliction of duty. If others leave their seats empty, it is not
to be expected that yours will ever be vacant, except in cases of absolute
necessity. You must visit the sick, for you know not how much good it may
do them, as well as to yourselves. I know of no better s...: ol of improve-
ment than to sit by the bedside of a dying christian, for there you will. see
the excellency and power of religion. ~Give Sabbath schools all the support
in your power, for they are often the means of awakening religious feelings
in the young and rising generation. Do not absent yourselves from the
prayer meetings. They seem almost essential to the prosperity of the Church,
and are the usual thermometer of the warmth of herlove. By your prayers,
your example, and your consistent conduct, you may scek the good of Zion,
and promote her prosperity.

In the third place, are you among the number of those who have come to
a communion table and reeeived the consecrated pledge of a Saviour’s love?
Have you publicly enlisted yourselves under the banner of Immanucl, and
sworn to follow him through good and through bad report? If so, you can
greatly benefit her, for the concerns of the Church are in your hands. The
world fastens a scrutinising eye on you. Your conduct will be watched by
rival religionists and zealous sectarians, while your practice will be noted by
the evil-minded of every description. Your dzily walk and conversation are
observed by those who would delight to buijld themselves on the ruins of the
Church. 1If then, you are careful that your manner of living corresponds
with your profession, if you avoid that which would subject you to scaundal or
reproach ; if you are what your obligations bind you to be, what the Church
expects from you, and what the commandments of our Master solemnly call
you to; if you are doers of whatsoever things are lov ely, honest, and of good re-
port, you will completely silence gainsayers, and will put to shame those who
suspect the hollowness of your pretensions, and will even add to the list of
brethren and companions, those who, perhaps, with respect 1o you harkoured
feelings of hatred andill-will. 'What greater satisfaction can you enjoy. than
that of being conscious that your faith and good works have been so mani-
fest that those who formerly entertained ili-will towards your Zion, have by
Your unblamableness, and unostentatious, but conspicuous piety, with the di-
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vine blessing, been induced to repair to the same altars, and say wa will go

with you, for we have heard that God is with you. You can seek the good

of Zion by always oceupying your proper places in the house of God. For

you to be absent beca:se the roads are bad, or because there is a cloud in the

sky, looks as if your zeal had slackened, your love become weak, and your
faith of a doubtful kind. Much less should you absent yourselves from that
sacred feast provided for you by the adorable Redeemer, unless compelled
by extreme necessity. Rest assured that prosperity will never come to that
Church where communicants are habitually or occasicnally absent, unless
they can plead unavoidable cireumstances.  You must never turn your backs
on that banquet, spread for you by the love of the adorable Redeemer, and to
which you have repaired with penitence and tears of joy. If, then, you wish
to see the Church and communion-table well filled with devout worshippers,
and if you would not weaken the cause which you have solemnly vowed you
would support, and which upon every principle of gratitude and honour you
are bound to support ; if you would prove the most successful friends of him
who died for you, never, if it be possible, absent yourselves from the com-
munion-table. Remember him who said “ whosoever shall be ashamed of
me and my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed when he cometh
in the glory of the father.”

In the fourth place, parents may he the instruments of much good to Zion.
You can shew your esteem for her, and the institutions appainted by her, by
bringing your children to the haptismal font, and devoting them to the ser-
vice of the Trinity. Where is your love for the Redcemer, if you do not
respect the ordinances which he has appointed. Where is your love for
your offspring, it you will not have them marked a+ the lambs of the Re-
deemer, and placed in that fold where they will grow up under his eye, and
be nourished in wholesome pastures of his own choosing. Go back to the
days of primitive christianity, when there flourished a Chrysostom, a Cypri-
an, and a Polyearp, and who do you hear saying that the christian Church
is of less extensive charity than the Jewish—that the former excluded little
children, while the latter admitted them. Go back to the days of our Savi-
our, and when do you hear him telling the Jews that in the Church which
was to be established, the parent and child who had been embraced in ine
same covenant, were to be separated. In vain do you seck for any hint of
this kind. It was reserved for men of modern days to thrust from the ark
and the temple, those little ones whom God permitted to be carried toit. It
was reserved for men of modern days to say, that those who were once con-
sidered capable of entering into the covenant are no longer to be allowed
that privilege. Tt was reserved for men of modern days to exclude from the
Church on earth, those whom the Redeemer has represented as constituting
a prineipal part of it in heaven. Let it not be said of you that you have a
higher regard for those novel opinions on religious subjects, (ot which the
world is now full,) than for the old ways in which martyrs have trodden,
apostles have described, and which our blessed Saviour has appointed. Seek
the good of the Clurch by presenting not only yourselves, but (like Stephanas
of old of whom the Apostle makes mention,) your houschold «t the baptis-
mal font. Refu=e not to let them be partakers of God’s covenanted inercies
of whom Jesus Christ has said of such is the kingdom of heaven. If itisnot
the will of our heavealy Father that one of these little ones should perish,
they must he members of that family of whom Jesus is the head. You can
promote the welfare of Zion by instructing your children in the doctrines and

. . . b .
duties of religion. The Psalmist calls upon young men and maidens, and
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old men and children, to praise the Lord. We trust their voices will be
heard in heaven singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. Solomon says,
“train up a child in the way that he should go, and when he i3 old he will
not depart from it.”  You can instruct them in the nature of public worship,
the duty of keeping the Sabbath, and the nature and importance of prayer.
This should be done at all times, but particalarly on the Sabbath evenings.
Our catechism contains an excellent summary of the Protestant religion, its
sublime doctrines, pure precepts, and glorious privileges. Make your families
Bethels, and the nurseries of devotion. If religion be neglected in families
it will not prosper in Churches. The state of religion in the world and in
the Church will always depend upon the attention paid to it in families.—
Our work in the ministry would be much easier if children were previously
polished by private instructions, and if our congregations consisted of pray-
ing families, who had left home, after conversing with God upor their knees,
we might yet see better days, purer communions, more exalted Sabbaths,
and judgment would flow down our streets and righteousness like a mighty
current. .

Those who have a taste for sacred music may promote the welfare of Zion,
by conduecting the psalmody in a solemn and impressive manner. The songs
of Zion are set to music, and pour a gleam of joy into the heart oppressed
with grief. General Wolfe caused * Lochaber no more” to be played at the
seige of Quebge. The harp of king David drove away the evil spirit from
king Saul. Luther regarded music as one of the best gifts of the Almighty
to men, and the primitive christians enlivened their devotions with psalms,
hymns and spiritual sungs. Heaven itself consists of holy love and holy mu-
sic, and this will be the joint enjoyment of pious souls to everlasting ages.
Let none who have an ear and taste for music sit mute in the house of God,
but iet all raise their voices in his serviee, for praise is the employment of
saints and angels in the most perfect state.

Every individual may promote the welfare of Zion, by constantly frequent-
ing her courts, and paying devout attention to the worship of God.  Perhaps
your minister has kept his lamp burning till midnight to produce something
to instruct and interest you. You must not reward his toil and well-meant
intentions by a refusal to listen to him. Every member of the congregation
may promote the prosperity of the Church, by co-operating with his minister,
and in paying attention to the plans of spiritual improvement that he may
propose. In the whole range of his labors, of all the cares which come upon
him, and of all the privations which he must endure, nothing affects him more
sensibly, nothing has a greater tendency to paralyze bis exertions, and damp
his zeal, than that want of union of effort, that want of hourly concurrence,
and willingness to become fellow-workers with him. In such cases, he isin-
clined to think that he has not the affections of the people, that his day of
usefulness has gone past, and they have not the good of Zion at heart.

I have finished what I intended, and pointed out various means by which
the good of Zion may be promoted. DMinisters may do it by the faithful per-
formance of their duty, and by sound doctrine, and holy lives, may win souls
1o the Saviour. A holy life is the most powerful sermon in the world. It
shews what other sermuns mean, and it is seen at once without loss of time,
for there is a grandeur and majesty in the image of God which exacts homage
from even bad men. Ilerod was over-awed by @ mean subject—John the
Baptist.  Minizters must watch for men, and must give an account, and if
we are careless and remiss, the bloud of svuls will be required of us.  If we
are faithful and successful in vur office, important will be our services among
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men, and great our reward in heaven. If we turn many to righteousness,

“we shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever

and ever.” We shall deliver immortal souls from perdition, and increase the

number of the redeemed. By the conversion of sinners, we shall give joy in

heaven and e¢nlarge the Redeemer’s kingdom, and every soul that we are in-

%;ugxental in saving shall be a gem in our diadem of glory in the day of the
rd. :

Parents, your children are to furm the next generation. They must act
their part on the great drama, of life. Kindness to the world, and love to
their souls, should induce you to glorify God here. that they may enjoy him
hereafter. Itis better for you to leave them beggars than to leave them
strangers to God and divine things. 'Wide is the compass of your duty, and
you have many parts to perform. You have souls to be saved or ruined ; an
eternity to be won or lust. You have perhaps to lay the foundation of re-
pentance from dead works. You have families to instruet, a race to run, a.
battle to fight, and a crown to gain. You must not stand idle ; but work in
the vineyard of the Lord while the day of grace continues, lest you be over-
shadowed with that night in which no man can work.

Finally, it is a noble work to do good unto Zion, and to promote her pros-
perity. ¢ They shall prosper that love thee.” Jehovah bas promized by his
holy prophets to preserve us from all evil which might befall us in the way,
either by turning it aside, or turning it finally to our advantage, so that we
shall not perish.  He shall preserve our going out and coming in, until the
vicissitude of this mortal state ends, when he shallbring us into his holy temple,
there to becume pillars, and go no more cut. We do not labour in a
cause unseen und unprotected. The spirits of the just follow us to the con-
flict of obedience, and he who never slumbers nor sleeps watches every mo-~
ment the interests of Zion. She shall survive all her struggles, and outlive
the great empires of the world. Jerusalem shall yet be re-built, the Jews
gathered hiome to their ancient capital, and the Gentiles enrolled among her
citizens. Every prediction in her sacred books shall be fulfilled, and all
Israel shall be saved.

January, 1850.

DISSERTATION

ON THE CAUSES WHICH LED TO THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY, AXD THE
DESIGNS WHICH IN THE PROVIDUNCE OF GOD THAT EVENT
WAS CALCULATED TO SUBSERVE.

Tue designs of Providence are generadly progressive in their nature, one
gystem preparing the way for another suited to a mure adsanced stage in the
progress of events, and forming the foundation upon which it is developed.
In the physical history of our glube, philusophers tell us of inferior systems
of organization. suceceded in order by more perfect systems, as the state of
the carth became prepared for their reception.  Sumewhat analogous has
been the procedure of Providence in reference to man’s moral conditivn and
progress. In an carly state of society we find @ system of worship establish-
ed for the transmissiun of divine truth, charactericed by inferior degrees of
lizht and knowledge.  This we see succeeded by a system, of which the va-~
Tious parts present s with still more defined views of divine things ; and
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those to whom it was entrusted the object of a series of dispensations, all
bearing upon the establishment of a purer system, by which in the fulness of
time it was to be superceded. Thus the Jewish economy succeeded the Pa-
triarchal, the Christian the Jewish, and the Scriptures point us forward to a
time when the present state of things shall close, and form the foundation of
a new and better system, distinguished by still higher degress of accordance
with divine prescription, ¢ Nevertheless we according to his promise look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”*

In reviewing the history of each dispensation, it is useful and important to
observe the amount which each contributed toward the general progress,
what elements perished in it and what survived it, to serve their partin sub-
sequent combinations. Thisit may frequently be very difficult todo. Veiled
as the designs of Providence are until their consummation, they appear to
us frequently to be accomplished at a great loss of resources, and to be pro-
ductive of no benefit proportioned to the sacrifices with which they have
been attended. No part, however, of the providential arrangements of God
is unimportant, but each contributes its share, it may be in an unseen way,
to the ultimate result. Of the events which under the Jewish dispensation
exercised a powerful influence upon the character of the people, and in pre-
paring the way for the accomplishment of the ulterior designs of Providence,
there is perbaps none more worthy of attention than the captivity to Baby-
lon. To the philosophic, but more particularly to the christian enquirer, an
investigation of its causes and consequences raust ever prove an interesting
employment. .

In entering upon the enquiry as to the causes which led to it, we must
first notice the position of the Israelitish people, and the relation in which
they stood to God. They were separated from the rest of the nations to be
a peculiar people to the Lord of heaven and earth, and were distinguished by
very peculiar institutions. These were all intended for the great object of
preserving and transmitting through a long period of time a knowledge of the
true religion, and to prepare the way for its general diffusion in the world.
Amid the general corruption which followed the deluge, a special call was
given to Abraham, as a person in whose seed all the families of the carth
should be blessed. As his posterity increased the land of Canaan was as-
signed them, and the Mosaic ritual and the Jewish code of laws ordained, all
intended to preserve the knowledge of the true God and to keep them from
the idolatrous worship of the nations around. Any lengthy examination of
these would be out of place here, but the point which we wish to be observed
is, that the fundamenta® principle of all their institutions was, that Jehovah,
the Creator and the Governor of the Universe, was the only object of wor-
ship, and that all the gods of the nations were dumb idols, the worship of
which was an abomination in the sight of their righteous lawgiver. This
principle was clozely interwoven with both their rligions and eivil institu-
tions. and was thus intimately connected with the political stricture of the
nation.f In the position which they occupicd as the depositanies of this
trath, they were stewards of the mysteries of God—to whom was commiited
a precious trust to be transmitted to future generations.

A slight acquaintance with their history 1s all that is requisite fo convince
us that this commission was teo frequently unfhithfully exceuted; aund that
the very evil against which their religion- and political institutions were par-

‘tenlarly intended to guard, was that to which they were most prone, and
which led to the subversion of theirkingdom by the event which we are now

* @ Pet. 1ii. 13. 1 Jahn’s Heb. Commonwealih. ch. ii. s. 9.
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considering.  Idolatry is a vice to which men in an early stage of society are
apt to fall. Even the ancestors of the Jewish nation, previous to their de-
scent into Egypt, appear not to have been altogether free from a tendency to

* it; and as they increased, had they remained in the land of Canaan, would
in 2ll probability have been corrupted by their intercourse with the Canaan-
itish nations among whom they dwelt. To prevent this they were trans-
planted to Egypt, where the peculiar habits and exclusive institutions of that

“-people prevented any extensive commixture with foreigners ; and thus bad a
tendency to preserve them from contamination. But even here they hecame
so deeply tinctured with a disposition to idolatry, previous to their departure
from that country, that they were not completely purified from it, even by
the series of striking miracles and wonderful works wrought by God for their
sake. And though their institutions were admirably adapted to preserve them
distinet in their habits and worship from the surrounding nations, yet they
did not long remain uncontaminated. And their whole subsequent career was
characterised by many apostacies from the true God to the worship of idols.
The generation which followed Joshua never allowed idolatry to predomi-
nate ; but their negligence in observing the command of God in reference to
the Canaanites led to a long train of corruptions in their religious observan-
ces. In the second chapter of Judges we have a melancholy general de-
scription of the fluctuations of their state during the period when ruled by
that class of officers. In prosperity they forsook the Lord who had redeem-
€d them hy a stretched out arm. They formed connexions with the nations
who dwelt among them, and gradually learned to follow their gods, to wau-
der into their sacred groves, and to engage in their voluptuous rites.* Then
God we are told delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them,
and subjected them to cruel oppression by the hands of those-nations, whom
he had successively raised up as instruments for chastising his people. These
oppressions were sufficient to Touse them to a sense of their defections, and
to bring them back 1o their rightful sovereign. In their distress they called
to mind the ancient kindness of Jehovah, and, forsaking their false worship,
returned to their true tabernacle.  Then God raised up deliverers, who de-
livered them out of the hands of their cnemies.  The reformatien, however,
was but temporary, usually not extending beyond the lifetime of the genera-
tion then living. ~As soon as they had passed away the tendency to idolatry
again manifested itself. A new reformation and a new deliverance followed
only io be succeeded by a subsequent relapse.t

The point which we must here observe is that these judgments effected no
Tadical change in the disposition of the prople, and that. so far as this period
is concerned, it was clearly insufticient to accomplish the great end of estab-
Tiching upon a firm basis for transmission to future generations, of what we
have already pointed out as the distinguishing principle of the Jewish consti-
tution—the undivided supremacy of the one living and true God, in opposi-
tion to idals.  The prople still on many oceasions exhibited a proneness to
adopt the worship of the Pagan divinities, and though cach judgment was
more severe than the preceding, their attachment to idolatrous rites became
even mare inveterate than before.

Tnder the kings the state of the people was not greatly improved. Though
the concentration of the supreme authority under o monarchy enabled the ru-
lers of the nation more promptly to adopt measures for the effectual suppres-
sion or prevention of idolatry : and though the Canaanites were so far re-
pressed as to be no longer dangerous to the integrity of the people, yet other

# Judges i 5, &e. T Ihid ii. 19-23,
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clements were introduced, whose effects were if possible still more deleteri-
ous. Of these a principal one we must notice, was the extended intercourse
by trade and otherwise with the surrounding nations. Up till the time of
David the Israclites were almost entirely an agricultural people ; but the ex-
tension of territory under this prince paved the way for a more extensive
intercourse of the Jews with the Gentile world. This was much improved
by Solomon, who by skilful management introduced his people into the trade
of the Mediterranean, the traflic of the western coast of Africa, Arabia, Per-
sia, Indin through the Elanitic hranch of the Red Sea, as well as the exten-
sive land traffic between the Eastern and Western parts of Asia.*

The effects of this trade upon the character of the Jews may be easily
conceived. Commercial intercourse we know has a tendency to refine both
nations and individuals. One of its first effects usually is an interchange of
customs, or the adoption by the least advanced nation of the practices of
those who had made greater progress in civilization. Upon the Jews, who
were unprepared io encounter the corrupting influence of intercourse with
the heathen, and among whom there were the remains of an attaclument to
idolatry, the effect of the trade which was carried on through the subsequent
reigns, must have been to have produced in the minds of the Israelites an
admiration of those nations who were wealthier than themselves but sunk in
idolatry, a complacency in their ways and an adoption of their idolatrous
. principles. Hence throughout their whole subsequent history we can trace
a gradual influx into the nation of Pagan practices and opinions. The fall
. of Solomon himself affords a melancholy evidence how soon this began. By
his intercourse with the heathen he was led o violate some of the fundamen-
tal principles of the theoeracy. e formed a connexion with Egypt, and
imitated the pomp of Eastern royalty. He multiplied horses, he married
many strange wives, who we are told turned away his heart after other gods.
Not only did he permit idolatry among his subjects, but he even consecrated
to the obscene rites of the heathen divinities one of the hills which overlook-
ed Jerusalem, and almost fronting the splendid cdifice erected to the honor
of Jehovah, with the glory of which his own name was so intimately associ-
ated.i Ample evidence might al:o be adduced from their subsequent histo-
1y, to show that if the commercial intercourse of the Jews with their heathen
neighbours added to the wealth of the nation, it also introduced a flood of
idolatrous practices among a people from whom the tendency to this vice had
never been wholly eradicated.

Another cause which we must notice, as having during the time of the
kings coniributed to give an impulse to the idolatrous spirit of the nation, was
the court influence under the idolatrous kings. The introduction of wealth
into the royal coflers was followed by the introduction of the voluptuous prac-
tices of Eastern Courts. This was an imporlant element in the degeneracy
both of the kingdoms of Xsrael and Judah., The extension of the marriage
relations of the kings with other nations of itself was attended with deleteri-
ous consequences. It is observable that the kings most attached to idolatry,
or who were most instrumental in introducing it, such as Ahab, Rehoboam,
Jehoram, &c., were either connected in marringe with heathen Princesses, or
were born of heathen mothers.  Under the judges where the people were di-
vided iuto sections with little union among them, and each inclined to look
more immediately to its own interests, although idolatry might have been
practised by a pertion of the people, the countenance of the court and the in-
fluence of the government was wanting to Lring it into decided favor. The

* See Milmau's Iistory of the Jews. i 1 Kings xi. 1-8.
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tabernacle atall events remained uncostaminated. Under the kings the state
of things was different. Every one is aware of the inﬁu(‘ae which the cha-
racter of a court has in forming the disposition of a people, and an acquaint-
ance with the dissolute practices of Eastern Courts, which were introduced
into Israel under the idolatrous kingg, will convinee us how powerful an ef-

_ fect their example even would have in seducing God’s ancient people into
idolatry. In such cases the fountain head being corrup:, the influence of
evil principles ramified themselves in every direction. But besides this, we
know that their direct authority was interposed to introduce 1dolatry, and even
the temple itself was not safe from pollution.®

In addition to these causes, the separation of the nation unto the rival king-
doms of Isracl and Judah, through the rivalry of the tribes, was attended
with disastrous consequences upon the purity of both. The separation from
the house of David, on the part of the ten tribes which followed Jeroboam,
was in effect a separation from Jehovah and a renunciation of the theocracy
of the Hebrew constitution, or at least this was its immediate consequence.
The awkwardness of having his subjects engaging in the religious services,
which the law appointed to be held in the rival kingdom, led him to decided
steps to detach his people from the worship at Jerusalem.f However well
calculated these might be to advance his scheme of worldly policy, they vio-
lated some of the fundamental principles of the Mosaic institutions. Many
of the errors of the religious worship of the surrounding countries were en-
grafted upon the religious institutions established by God, which gradually
took a firmer hold on the minds of the people, and became interwoven with
their national constitution. From this time forward their whole system was
an intermixture of true religion and idolatry. Foreign war and foreign in-
tercourse, as well as the unsettled state of the kingdom, completed what am-
bition had began, so that the whole course of this kingdom was downward.
Partial judgments were insufficient to make any effectual change, and the
most pious monarchs, aided by the zeal of God’s inspired prophets, were un-
able to abolish many of the practices then introduced, or vestore complete pu-
rity in their religious observances. Any reformations that took place were
only partial in their nature and transient in their effeets, and the nation gra-
dually degenerated until after 270 years’ existence as & scparate kingdom,
they were finally overthrown as a people by Tiglath-pileser and Shalmaneser,
kings of Assyria.

Several circumstances contributed to produce a greater degree of purity
in Judah. Their adherence to the royal line of David, their consequent free-
dom from the revolutions and changes of dynasties, which rent the kingdom
of Tsrael, the influx of Levites and other pious individuals from that kingdom
on account of the innovations of Jerohoam,} and above all the continuance of
the temple worship at Jerusalem, tended to preserve for a much longer period
in the Jewish kingdom the worship of Jehovah, against the corruptions to
which it was exposed. But idolatry gradually supplanted the worship of
dJehovah in the minds and hearts of the people. Loose principles were in-
troduced in the days of Solemon, which under the reigns of his successors
toak deeper root in minds too well disposed for their reception. Purer mon-
archs followed, whose offorts were effectual for o time in arresting the pro-
gress of corruption; but of the purest and most vigorous of them we have
the significant intimation, that *the high places were not taken away;§ the
people did sacrifice and burn incense upon them.” Ilowever thorough the

* 2 Kings xxi. 4, 7, 1 2 Kings xii. 26-29.  § 2 Chron. xi. 16, 17.
$ 1 Kings iii. 3, xv, 14, xxil. 43, 2 Kings xii. 3, xiv. 4, xv. 4, 35.
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reformations cffected by any of them might appear, they never completely.
eradicated from the minds of the people an attichment to Pagan superstition, .
which gradually became interwoven with all their mental impressions of sa-
cred things, New forms of idolatry were gradually creeping in. The con-
quest of Edom by Amaziah* led to the introduction of the gods of the van-
quished ; and the visit of Ahaz to Damascus only taught him a new fashion
of a Pagan altar.;t The prophets vainly strove against the advancing tide.
Their bold denunciations and pathetic warnings could not arrest its progress.
Judgements were inflicted and chastisements at the hands of their enemies,
but their repentance and reformation were but temporary and partial; and
their goodness gencrally proved as the early cloud and the morning devw,
which soon passed away.

Hence arose the necessity of some still more decided judgment, to wean
them from a system against which their institutions were a continual testi-
mony, and Providence only waited till their defection was fully ripe to bring
it upon them. The long reign of irreligion under Manasseh and Amon ap-~
peared to have consummated their wickedness, and to have filled up the cup
of their iniquity.] But the succession of the good. Josiah arrested for a time
the evil principles by which the nation was being overrun ; and the prophet-
ess Huldah was commissioned to announce that judgment was delayed, and
that as he had humbled himself to seek the Lord God of his fathers, ke
should be gathered to his fathers and not see the evil which was about to
overtake the nation. The surprise evinced at the discovery. of a copy of the
law in the temple§ shows the low state of religious knowledge at that time ;
and after his death all hindrances to the progress of idolatry were removed
—that which had hitherto let was taken away, and the nation sunk into the
lowest depths of irreligion and Pagan superstition. The worship of the true
God was superseded by the grossest forms of heathen worship. « According'
to the number of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and according to the
number of the streets of Jerusalem have ye set up altars to that shameful
thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal.”)|

Doubtless, as in the days of Elijah, a goodly number might be found who-
adbered to their God and King ; but the description given of the state of the
pation at an earlier period was more lamentably true in this. "Why, or more
properly, “on what part will ye be stricken any more; the whole head is
sick and the whole heart faint. From the crown of the head to the sole of
the foot there is no soundness in it; but wounds and bruizes and putrefying
sores. They have not been closed up, neither bound up nor mollified with
ointment.”§  Accordingly, when warnings and expostulations were vain, and
the evils of their system were shown to be so deeply rooted, that nothing but
the highest severity would preserve them from final apostacy, the judgments
predicted by Jeremiah and the other prophets were brought upon them. The
greater part were cut off and the remainder carried into a distant lund.

There can be no doubt that this is the primary view which we are to take
of the captivity of the Jews to Babylon. It was a judgment brought upon
them for their revolt from the authority of God. It only remains, in consi-
dering the causes of it, to refer briefly to those which are of a more scconda-
ry character, aud to notice those events in the political history of the nations
around, by means of which the designs of Providence were accomplished.~—
While the Jews remained faithful to their divine Sovereign, Providence so
ordered matters that their national existence was preserved, but their defec-

-

* 9 Chron. xxv. 14. t 2 Kings xvi. 10, 15, 1 2 Kings xxi,, 2 Chron. xxxiii.
§ 2 Kings xxii., 2 Chron. xxxiv. Ibid. I Jer. xi. 13, 4 Xsaizh 1.5, 6.
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tion Dbrought upon them immediate affliction. This frequently happened
through the operation of those natural laws which God has established for
the regulation of his moral government. Throughout the whole history of
the Jews, we can perceive their own wickedness correcting them and their
backsliding reproving them, and particularly we can trace idolatry as bring-
ing swift destruction in its train.

In the first place, we may observe that it had a powerful effect in ener-
vating the minds of the people. We know that the observance of the wor-
ship of the heathen divinities was connected with many voluptuous rites and
much licentious indulgence, which could have no other effect than to render
them effeminate——to unfit them to contend with their enemies, and to render
them less able to withstand a hostile attack. Besides this, while their adhe-
rence to the true religion, by inspiring them with high confidence in Jehovah,
rendered them bold and intrepid,—their idolatry, by weakening this confi-
dence, produced a degree of cowardice in their minds. It is remarkable what
suceess attended their arms, when animated by a strong faith in God. The
victory of Abijah over Jeroboam,* and of Asa on the field of Mareshah,f
prove how powerful was the influence which religious zeal exercised upon
the success of their arms. And on the other hand, with the diminution of
patriotic fecling, which was the consequence of their adopting the gods of other
countries, there followed a want of that ardent spirit and determined intre-
pidity, which is the character of men who are fighting for their homes and
their altars, and which at times rendered the Jewish arms in incible.

Another way in which idolatry led to their destruction was from its ten-
dency to render them disunited. Nothing is more clear than t.at the jealousy
and disunion of the tribes was a principal cause of the downfall of the Israel-
itish polity. This jealousy commenced at a very early period. Several ebul-
Litions of it took place in the times of the Judges.f Indications of it appear
even in the reign of David, and at the death of Solomon, the ill-suppressed
rivalry of Ephraim and Judah§ broke out by the former cutting off all con-
nexion with the house of David, in their allegiance to which they had never
been very cordial| It would be too much to attribute all the jealousy which
characterised their subsequent history to idolatry ; but had they been true to
Jehovaly, their religion would have formed the strongest possible bond of
union. It would have enlisted their hearts and feelings in one common cause,
and their temple would have been a point round which would have rallied
the affections of all the children of Abraham.

While the kingdom was undivided and united under a vigorous head, it
was sufficiently powerful to make its influence felt upon the political relations
and movements of the surrounding countries ; and in its most prosperous state
excited the jealousy of the most powerful nations in the neighbourhood.—
Whether it would have been able, had it continued in this state, to have main-
tained its position, is a question we cannot decide. But from their separa-
tion, being engaged in perpetual hostility with one another, or with the petty
neighboring kingdoms, they soon had little choice left to them but between
an Egyptian and Assyrian master.

* 2 Chron. xiii. 1 Ibid xiv. $ Judges viii. 1, and xii. 1. ¢ Isai. xi. 13.
i 2 Samuel xix. 41-43, and xx. 1, 2. 4 Russell’s Palestine.
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Livine or DEAD, a Series of Home Truths. By the Rev. J. C. Ryle.
New York: Robert Carter and Brothers.

StarTriNG QUESTIONS. By the same. - Carter and Brothers.

Ricr axp Poor. By the same. Same Publishers.

Tae Priest, THE PORITAN, sAND THE PREACHER. By the same. Same
Publishers.

Tae Church of England has always been a very mixed body. Ever since
the Reformation the most opposing elements have been found within her bo-
som. None of the churches of the Reformation have produced greater cham-~
pions of the Reformed faith, and in none has the Romanizing tendency been
so strong. It has had in it those who held not their lives dear unto them
for the testimony of Jesus, and it has had those who have persecuted them
unto the death—its Ridley and Latimer, its Gardiner and Bonner. Looking
at its clergy at the present moment, or during many generations back, we see
also the most opposite characters. Among them might be found every shade
of doctrinal opinion, from the highest Calvinism to the lowest Pelagianism
—and every variety of conduct, from the fox-hunting and other forms of plea-
sure secking of the thorough hireling « who careth not for the sheep,” to the
most devoted care and self-denial of the good shepherd.  To her might be
applied the language of scripture to Rebecca « Two nations are in thy womb,
and two manner of nations shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one
people shall be stronger than the other people.”

Among the Evangelical clergy of the Church of England there have al-
ways been sume of the most excellent men that the church on earth has pro-
duced, and among these, is the author of the works at the head of the present
notice. The first three volumes consist of 4 number of short pieces, origin-
ally published as tracts, but now collected into volumes. Those in the first
volume bear the following titles : ** Living or dead.” “ Consider your ways.”
“ Are you forgiven.” * Are you holy.”  «Only onc way.” ¢ Christ and
the two thieves,” ¢ Faith’s Choice,” or the choice of Moses, (Heb. xi. 24~
26.) “Remember Lot.” The second scarcely comes up to its title. The
questions are: ¢ Where art thou?” “Are you an heir#’  “Shall you be
saved?” “How readest thou?” ¢« What think you of the cross ?” « Have
you assurance ?”  The third contains a series of tracts of the same character
under the titles : “ Rich and poor;™ (an exposition of the parable of Dives and
Lazarus.) “Peace, be still;” (an exposition of the miracle of the stilling
of the storm.) ¥ Do you pray ” < Have you the spirit?” ¢« Christ is all.”
«“ A word to the churches.,” « What is t“e Church ?”

There is little in all these calling for criticism, but much that deserves high
commendation. In the whole of them we find a faithful and fearless exhibi-
tion of gospel truth. There is no mincing of any seriptural doctrine, how-
ever unpalatable to the natural mind. 'We have scen nothing in his doctrines
calling for remark. Occasionally we observe sentences showing that he holds
Millenarian views. But these are not obtraded frequently on the reader’s
attention, as in the writings of Dr Cumming, nor does he, like the latter wri-
ter, make the doctrine of Christ’s pre-millennial reign, the alpha and omega
of his teaching. IIis writings, too, are all characterised by a suitableness to
the present age. It has often been a subject of complaint that so much of
the preaching and religious literature of the present day is moulded in the
formularies of the past, and that they do not meet the wants of the age.~
Such a complaint cannot be made against the author of these volumes. Ano-
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ther characteristic of them is their style of burning cloquence. Whatever
subject he touches, his spirit kindles, and he pours his thoughts in a stream
of living energy. One or two extraets which we have taken almost at ran-
dom will sufliciently illustrate these remarks.

NEED OF FORGIVENESS.

“ W are all great sinners.  Sinners we were born and sinners we have been all
our lives. e fake to sin naturally from the very first.  No child ever needs
schooling and education to teach it to do wrong. No devil or bad companion ever
leads us into such wickedness as our own hearts. And yet ‘the wages of sin is
death.” 'We must either be forgiven or lost eternally.

“ We are all guilty sinners in the sight of God. We have broken his holy law.
‘We have transgressed his precepts.  We have not done his will.  There is not a
commandment in the whole ten that does not condemn us. If we have not broken
it in deed, we have in word. If we have not broken it in word, we havein thought
and imagination, and that continually. Tried by the standard of the fifth chapter
of Matthew, there is not one of us that would be acquitted. And yet it is appoint-
ed unto men once to die, and after this comes the judgment. We must either be
forgiven or perish everlastingly.

« When 1 walk through the crowded streets of London, I meet hundreds and
thousands, of whom I know nothing beyond their outward appearance. I seesome
bent on pleasure, and some on business——some who look rich and some who lock
poor,—some rolling in their carriages, some hurrying along on foot. Each has his
own object in view. Each has his own ends and aims all alike hidden from me.—
But one thing I know for a certainty, as I look upon them, they are all sinners.—
There is not a soul among them all but is guilty before God. There breathes not
the man or womnan in that erowd, but must die forgiven, or else rise again to be
condemned forever at the last day.

 When I look through the length and breadth of Great Britain I must make the
same report. From the Lands End to the North Foreland—from the Isle of Wight
to Caithness—from the queen on the throne to the pauper in the workhouse—we
are all sinners. 'We have got a name among the Empires of the earth, 'We send
our ships into every sea, and our merchandize into every town in the world. We
have bridged the Atlantic with our steamers. We have made night in our cities
like day with gas. We have changed England into one great county by railways.
‘We can exchange thought between London and Edinburgh in a few seconds, by
the electric telegraph. But with all ou- arts and sciences—with all our machinery
and inventions—with all ourarmies and navies—with all our lawyersand statesmen,
we have not altered the natures of our people ;—we are still in the eye of God an:
island full of sinners. ‘

¢ When I turn to the map of the world, I must say the same thing. It matters
not what quarter I examine, I find men’s hearts are every where the same, and
every where wicked. Sin is the family disease of all the children of Adam. Never
has there been a corner of the carth discovered, where sin and the devil do not
reign.  Wide as the differences are between the nationsof the earth, they have one
great mark in common. Europe and Asia, Africa and America, Iceland and India,
Paris and Pekin, all alike have the mark of sin. The eye of the Lord looks down
on this globe of ours, as it rolls round the sun. and sees it covered with corruption
and wickedness. Vhat he sees in the moon and stars, Jupiter and Saturn, I can-
not tell—but on the earth I know he sees sin” (Psalm xiv. 2, 8.)

DEATH BED REPENTANCE.

& Now T have no desire to hurt the feelings of any one who reads this paper, but
Tmust and will speak plainly on this subject. Once for all let me say that, as a ge-
neral rule, nothing iy so unsatisfactory as death bed evidences. The things that
men say and the feelings they express when sick and frightened ave little to be de-

ended on.  Often, too often they are the result of fear, and do not spring from the
heart.  Often, too often they are things said by rote, caught from the lips of minis-
ters and anxious friends, but evidently not felt. And nothing can prove all thig
more clearly than the well known fact.'that the great wajority of persons who make
promises of amendment on a sick bed, if they recover, go back to sinand the world.

“ When a man has lived a life of thoughtlessness and folly, T want something more



258 Reviews. June.

than a few fuir words and good wishes to satisty me about his soul, when he comes
to his death bed. It is not enough for me that he will let me read the Bible to him
and pray by his bedside ; that b says ‘he has not thought so much as he ought
of religion, and he thinks he should be a different man if he got better.” All this
does not content me,—it does not make me feel bappy about his state. Tt is very
well as far as it goes, but it is not conversion. It is very well in its way, but it is
not faith in Christ. Until I see conversion and faith in Christ I cannot and dare
not feel satisfied.  Others may feel satisfied if they please, and after their friend’s
death say, they hope he has gone to heaven. For my part I would rather say no-
thing at all. I would be content with the least measure of repentance and faith in
a dying man, ever. though it were no bigger than a grain of mustard seed ; but to
be contented with any thing less than repentance and faith seems to me next door
to infidelity.

« Reader, what kind of evidence do you mean to leave behind as to the state of

our soul ? Take example by the penitent thief, and you will do well.

“ TWhen we have carried you to your narrow bed, let us not have to hunt up
stray words and scraps of religion, in order to make out that you were a true be-
Lever. Let us not have to say in a hesitating way one to another, ¢I trust he is
happy, he talked so nicely one day, and he scemed so pleased with a chapter in
the %ible on another occasion, and he liked such a person who is a good man.” Let
us be able to speak decidedly as to your condition. Let us have some standing
proof of your penitence, your faith, and your holiness, that none shall be able for a
moment o question your state. Depend on it, without this, those you leave behind
can feel no solid comfort about your soul.”

SCRIPTURAL KNOWLEDGE THE ONLY KNOWLEDGE ,NECESSARY TO SALVATION.

« WE live in days when the words of Daniel are fulfilled before our eyes: ¢Many
run to and fro and knowledge is increased.” Schools are multiplying on every side.
New colleges are set up. Old universities are reformed and iniproved. New books
are continually coming forth. More is being taught, more is being learned—more
is being read, than there ever was since the world began, Itis all well. Irejoice
at it. An ignoraunt population is a perilous and expensive burden to any nation.—
It is a ready prey to the first Absalom, or Cataline, or Wat Tyler, or }ack Cade,
who may arise to entice it to evil. But this I say we must never forget, that all
the education a man’s head can receive, will not save Ins sou! from hél, unless he
knows the truths of the Bible.

¢ A man may have prodigious learning, and yet never be saved. He may be
master of half the languages spoken round the globe. e may be acquainted with
the highest and deepest things in heaven and carth. Ile may have read books till
ke is like a walking Cyclopedia. He may be familiar with the stars of heaven—
the birds of the air—the beasts of the earth, and the fishes of the sea. He may be
able to speak of plants from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows on the
wall. He may be able to discourse ofall the seerets of fire, air, carth and water.—
And yet if he dies ignorant of Bille truths, he dies a miserable man. Chemistry
never silenced a guilty conscience. Mathematics never healed a broken heart.—
All the sciences 1n the world never smoothed a dying pillow. No carthly philoso-
phy ever supplied hope in death. No natural theology ever gave peace in the
prospect of meeting a holy God.  All these things are of the carth, earthy, and can
never raise a man above the carth’s level.  They may enable aman to strt and
fret his little season here below with a more dignified gast than his fellow mortals,
but they can never give him wings and enable him to soar towards heaven. He
that has the largest share of these, will find at length that without Bible knowledge
he has got no lasting possession. Death will make an end of all his attainments,
and after death they will do him no good.

A man may be a very ignorant man and yet be saced.  Ie may be unable to read
a word or write a letter. e may know nothing of geography beyond the bounds
of his own parish, and be unable to say which is nearest, Paris or New York. o
may know nothing of arithmetic, and not see any difference between a million and
a thousand. e may know nothing of history, not even of his own land, and be

uite ignorant whether his country owes most to Semcramis, Bodicea, or Queen
Elizabeth. He may know nothing of the affairs ui his own times, and Lie incapable
of telling you whether the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or the Commander in
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Chief, or the Archbishop of Canterbury is managing the national finances. He may
know nothing of science and its discoveries—and whether Julius Cwesar won his
victories with gunpowder, or the apostles bad a printing press, or the sun goes round
the earth, may be matters about which he has not an idea. And yet if that very
man has heard Bible truth with his cars, and believed it with his heart, he Fnows
cenough to save his soul. He will be found at last with Lazarus in Abraham’s bo-
som, while his scientific fellow-creature, who has died unconverted, is lost forever.”

These extracts are not selected as peculiarly striking.  On the contrary,
passages as glowing may be found on almost every other page. There is:
nothing new in the thoughts, but it is seldom that the same thoughts are pre~
sented in so lively and vigorous a manner-.

The last volume, entitled “the priest, the puritan, and the preacher,” is:
somewhat of a different character. It consists of three lectures, delivered,
we believe, before the London Young Mens’ Association, at all events intend-
ed for young men. The priest is Latimer, the puritan is Baxter, and the
preacher is Whitefield. The history of each is sketched, the character is
traced, their times delineated, their labors estimated, and lessons deduced for
the present gencration from the whole. To these are appended three tracts,
entitled severally, «Twelve hints to young men,” “Be zealous,” and “X
have somewhat to say unto thee.” The lectures present a considerable mass
of useful information on the subjects and times of which they treat. The
Lives of the men reforred to are brought before us in very vivid pictures,
and they are held up for the instruction of the young of the present genera-
tion in strains of rousing eloquence. Sometimes the Ipiscopalian appears,
as when he calls Baxter’s refusal to accept a Bishoprick “a huge mistake,”
but in general his treatment of his subjeet is remarkably fair and unpreju-
diced. ~Of this we have only to refer to his treatment of the Puritans ar:d the
men of the Commonwealth. 'We select an extract here, his estimate of Qli-
ver Cromwell, as giving a fair specimen of his writing, and also as showing
the change which is taking place in public opinion regarding the character
of the-head of the English commonwealth.

¢ There are few men on whose character more obloquy has been heaped than
Oliver Cromwell. He has been painted by some as a monster of wickedness and
hypocrisy. Nothing has been too bad to say of him. Such an estimate of him is .
simply ridiculous. Tt defeats the end of those who form it. They forget that it is
no compliment to England to suppose that it would solong tolerate the rule of such
a monster. The man who could raise himself from being the son of a brewer at
Huntington to be the most successful general of hisage, and absolute dictator of this
country for many years, must, on the very face of fact, have been a most extraor-
dinary man.

# Yor my own part I tell you plainly, that you ought to consider the estimate
of Crcmwell, which Carlyle and D’ Aubigne has formed, to be a near approach to
the trath. I own I cannot go the lengths of the latter writer. Idare not pronounce -
Yositivcly that Cromwell was a sincere Christian. I leave the questionin suspense.
; hazard no opinion about it one way or the other, because I do not find suflicient
materials for forming an opinion. If I were to look at his private letters only, I
would not hesitate to call him a converted man. But when I look at some of his

ublic acts, I see much that appears to me very inexplicable. And when Iobserve

ow doubtfully Baxter and other good men, who were his contemporaries, speak
of him, ;my hesitancy is much increased. In short I turn from the questionin astate
of doubt.

“ That Oliver Cromywell was one of the greatest Englishmen that ever lived, I
feel no doubt at all. No man probably ever won supreme power by the sword and
then used that power with as much moderation as he did. “England was probably
more feared ana respected throughout Europe, during the short time that he was.
protector, than she ever was before, or ever has been since. His very name carried:
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terror with it. Ile declared that he would make the name of an Englishman as
great as ever that of a Roman had been.  And he certainly succeeded.” He made
1t publicly known that he would not allow the Protestant faith to be insulted in any
part of the world. And be kept his word. When the Duke of Savoy began to
persecute the Vaudois in his days, Cromwell interfered atonce in their behalf, and
never rested until the duke’s avmy was recalled from the villages, and the poor peo-
ple’s goods and houses restored. When certain protestants at Nismes in France
were threatened with oppressive usage by the French government, Cromwell in-
structed bis ambassador at Paris to insist peremptorily that proceedings against them
should be dropped, and in the event of a refusal, to leave Paris immc(ﬁately. In
fact it is said that Cardinal Mazarin, the French minister, would change counten-
ance when Cromwell’s name was mentioned ; and that it was almost proverbial in
France that the Cardinal was more afraid of Cromwell than of the devil. As for
the Pope, he was so dreadfully frightened by a fleet which Cromwell sent into the
Mediterranean under Blake, to settle some matters with the Duke of Tuscany, that
he commanded processions to be made in Rome, and the Host to be exposed for
forty hours, in order to avert the judgments of God and save the church. In short,
the influence of English Protestantism was never so powerfully felt throught Europe
as it was in the days of Oliver Cromwell.

¢ I will only ask you to remember in addition to these facts that Cromwell’s go-
vernment was remarkable for its toleration, and this, too, in an age when religious
toleration was very little understood ; that his private life was irreproachable ; and
that he enforced a standard of morality tbrourrEout the kingdom which was unkap-
pily unknown in the days of the Stewarts. Remember all these things, and then I
think you will not lightly give way to the common opinion that Cromwell was a
wicked and hypocritical man. Rest assured that his character deserves far better
treatment than it has generally received hitherto. Regard bim as one who, with
all his faults, did great things for your country. Letnot these faults blind your
eyes to the real greatness of his character. Give him a high place in the list of

reat men before your mind’s eye. Do this and you will baverl)enmed something
lgrom Baxter’s times.”

We-have extracted sufficiently to enable our readers to judge of these
writings. We have only to say that we consider that the general circulation
of them would tend greatly to the promotion of a higher tone of piety. In-
troduced into congregational libraries we think that through the blessing of
God they would tend greatly to the promotion of the great ends of the gos-
pel, the conversion of sinners, and the edification of saints. And we think
that our ministers could not read them without catching something of their
spirit, and being stirred to greater earnestnessin their work.

We take this opportunity of recommending the publications of the Messrs
Carter. They are not only “got up” in a superior style, but the worthy
publishers act on principles which render them peculiarly worthy of the pat-
ronage of our readers. In the first place they publish only sound Calvinistic
works, and in the second place, they do not mutilate any of the works which
they publish. They either give entire or reject them altogether. Their list
now embraces a large collection of standard works in all departmen's of
Theology.

RELIGION IN COMMON LIFE.

A SERMON PREACHED AT CRATHIE CrurcH, OctoBER 14, 1855, BEFORE
Her MasesTYy THE QUEEN AND PRINCE ArpERT, BY THE REV. Jomwn
Cairp, M. A, Minister oF Errorrn, Scorraxp, PusrLisuep By HEer
MasesTye's COMMAND.

“ Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord."—Romans, xii. 11.

To combine business with religion, to }ieeﬁ up a spirit of serious piety amidst
the stir and distraction of a busy and active life,—this is one of the most difficult
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parts of a Christian’s trial in this wovld. It is comparatively easy to be religlous in
the church—to collect our thoughts a1l compose our foolings, and enter vith an
appearance of propriety and decoruwm, into the oilices of religious worship, amidst
the quictude of the Sabbath, anl within the still and saeved precints of the house
of prayer. Dt to be religious in the world—to be pious and holy and earn st
minded in the counting-room, the manutactory, the market-place, the field, the
farm—to carry out our gool and solemn thoughts and feelings into the thrung
and thovouchfare of daily life,—this is the great difficulty of our Christian calling.
No man not Inst to all moral influence can help feeling his worldly passions calmed,
and some measure of seriousness stealing over his mind, when engaged in the per-
formance of the more awful and sacred rites ot religions but the atinosphere of
the domestic circle, the exchange, the sireet, the city's throng, amidst coarse work
and cankering cares and toils, is a very different atmosphere from that of a com-
munion-table. Passing from the one to the other has often seemed as the sud-
den transition from a tropical to a puiar climate—from balmy warmth and sun-
shine to murky mist and freezing cold.  And it appears sometimes as difficult to
maintain the sirength and steadtastness of religious principle and feeling when we
go forth from the church into the world, as it would be to preserve an exotic alive
1n the open air in winter, or to keep the lamp that burns steadily within doors from
being blown out if vou take it abroad unsheltered from the wind.

So great, so all but insuperable, has this difliculty ever appeared to men, that it
is but few who set themselves honestly and resolutely to the cflort to overcome it.
The great majority. by various shifts or expudients, evade the bard task of being
good and holy, at once in the church and in the world.

In ancient times, for instance, it was, as we all know, the not uncommon expe-

dient among devout persons—men deeply impressed with the thought ofan eternal
world and the neeessity of preparing for it, but distracted by the eftort to attend to
the duties of religion amidst the business and temptations of secular life—to fly the
world altogether, and, abandoning society and all social claims, te betake them-
selves to some hermit solitude, some quiet and cloistered retreat, where, as they
fondly deemed, - the world forgetting. by the world forgot,” their work would be-
come worship, and life be uninterruptedly devoted to the cultivation of religion in
the soul. Tn our day the more common device, where religion and the world con-
flict, is not that of the superstitious recluse, but one even much less safe and ve-
nial. Keen for this world, yet not willing to lose all hold on the next—eager for
the advantages of time, yet not prepared to abandon all religion and stand by the
consequences, there is a very numerous class who attempt to compromise the mat-
ter—to treat religion and the world like two creditors whose claims cannot both
be lignidated-~by compounding with each for a share—thoungh in this case a most
disproportionate share—of their time and thought. * Everything in its own place
is the tacit reflection of such men. * Prayers, sermons, holy reading”"—they will
scarcely venture to add * God"—**are for Sundays; but week-days ave for the so-
ber business, the real, practical affairs of life. Hnough if we give the Sunday to
our religious duties; we cannot be always praying and reading the Bible. Well
enough for clergymen and good persons who have nothing else to do,to attend to
religion through the week ; but for us, we have other and more practical matters
to mind.” And so the result is, that religion is made altogether a Sunday thing:
a robe too fine for common wear, but taken out solemuly on state occasions, and so-
lemnly put past when the state oceasion is over. Like an idler in a crowded: tho-
roughtare, religion is jostled aside in the daily throng of life, as if it had no business
there. Like a needful yet disagreeable medicine, men will be content to take it
now and then, for their soul’s health, but they cannot and will not, make it their
daily fare—the substantial and staple nutriment of their life and being.

Now, you will observe that the idea of religion which is set forth in the text, as
elsewhere in Scripture, is quite different from ary of these notions. The- text
speaks as if the most diligent attention to our worldly business were not by any
means incompatible with spixituality of mind and serious devotion to the serviee of
God. It seemsto imply that religion is not so mouch a duty, as a something thathas to
do with all duties—not a tax to be paid periodieally and got rid of at other times,
but a ceaseless, all-pervading, inexhaustible tribute to Him, who is not only the
object of religions worship, but the end of our very life and being. It suggests to
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us the idea that piety is not for Sundays only, but for all days 1 that spirituality of
mind is not approptiate to one set of actions and an impertinence and intrusion
with reference to others, but, like the act of breathing, like the circulation of the
Dblood, like the silent growth of the stature, a process that may be going on simul-
tancously with all our actions—when we are busiest as when we are idlest; in the
church, in the world, in solitude, in society; in our grief and in our gladness: in
our toil and in our rest; sieeping, waking, by day, by night, amidst all the en-
gagements and exigencies of life. For you perccive that i one breath—as du-
ties not oaly not incompatible, but necessaxily and inseparably blended with each
other—the text exhorts us to be at once +* not slothful in business,” and « fervent
in spirit, serving the Lord.”—1I shall now attempt to prove and illustrate the idea
g{?s suggested to us—the compatibility of Religion with the business of Common

ife.

We have, then, Seripture authority forasserting that it is not impossible to live
a life of fervent piety amidst the most engrossing pursuits and engagements of the
world. We are't> make good this conception of life,—that the hardest-wrought
man of trade, or commerce, or handicraft, who spends his days ¢ midst dusky lane
or wrang'ing mart,” may yet be the most holy and spiritually minded. We need
not quit the world and abandon its busy pursuits in order to live near to God :—

«YWe need not bid, for cloister’d cell,
Our neighbonr and our work farewell :
The trival r,und, the common task,
May furnish r1l we ought to, ask,—
Room to deny ourselves, a road

To bring us, daily, nearer God.”

Itis true indeed that, if in no other way could we prepare for an eternal world
than by retiring from the business and cares of this world, so momentous are the
Anterests involved in religion, that no wise man should hesitate to submit to the sa-
crifice. Life here is but a span.  Life hercafteris for ever. A lifetime of solitude,
harvdship, penury, were all too slight a price to pay, if need be, for an cternity of
Dliss; and the results of our most incessant toil and application to the world’s busi-
ness, conld they secure for us the highest prizes of carthly ambition, would be pur-
chased at a tremendous cost, if they stole away from us the only time in which we
could prepare to meet our God,—if they left us at last rich, gay, honoured, possess-
ed of everything the world holds dear, but to face an Eternity undon2. If, there-
fore, in 10 way could you combine business and religion, it would indeed be, not
fanaticism, but most sober wisdom and prudence, to let the world’s business come
to a stand. It would be the duty of the mechanic, the man of business, the states-
amen, the scholar~—men of every secular calling—without a moment’s delay to leave
wacant and silent the familiar scenes of their tols—to turn life into a perpetual
Sabbath, and betake themselves, one and all, to an existence of ceaseless praver,
and unbroken contemplation, and devont vare of the soul.

But the very impossibility of such a sacrifice proves that no such sacrifice is de-
manded. He who rules the world is no arbitrary tyrant prescribing impracticable
labours. In the material world thiere are no conflicting laws; and no more, we may
Test assured, are there established, in the moral world, two laws, one or other of
which must-needs be disobeyed. Now one thing is certain, that there isin the mor-
al world a Jaw of labour. Secular work, in all cases a duty, is in most cases, a ne-
-cessity.  God might have made us independent of work. IIe might have nourish-
ed us like *“ the Jowls of the air and the lilies of the field,” which “ toil not, neither
do they spx e might have rained down our daily food, like the manaaaf old,
from heaven, or caused nature to yvield it in unsolicited profusion to all. and so set
us free to a life ot devotion.  But, forasmuch as He has not done so—forasmuch as
He has so constituted us that without work we cannot eat, that if mea ceased for a
single day to labour, the machinery of life would come to a stand, and arvest be
Iaid on science, civilization, social progress—on everything that is conducive to the
welfare of man in the present life,—we may safely conclude that religion. which is
indeed the supreme good of man, is not inconsistent with hard work.” It mnst no-
doubtedly Le the design of our gracious God that ail this toil for the supply of our
physical necessities—this incessant occupation amidst the things that pevish, shall
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be no obstruction, but rather a help, to our spiritual life. The weight of a clock
seems a heavy drag on the delicate movements of its machinery; but so far from
arresting or impeding those movements, it is indispenstble to their steadiness, bal-
ance. accuracy; there must be some analogous action of what seems the clog and
draw-weight of worldly work ou the finer movements of man’sspiritual being. The
planets in the heavens have a twofold motion, in their orbits and on their axes,—
the one motion not interfering, but carried on simultaneously, and in perfect har-
mony, with the other; so must it be that man’s twofold activities—round the hea-
venly and the earthly centre, disturb not, nov jar with, each other. He who dili-
gently discharges the duties of the earthly, may not less sedulously-—nay at the
same moment—fulfil those of the heavenly, sphere; atonce “diligent m business,”
and * fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.”

And that this is so—that this blending of religion with the work of common life
is not impossible, you will readily percetve, if you consider for a moment what,
according to the right and proper notion of it, Religion is. What do youmean by
“Religion ?”

Religion may be viewed in two aspects. It is a Science, and it isan Art; in oth-
er words, a system of doctrines to be believed, and a system of duties to be done.
View it in either light and the point we are insisting on, may, withoutdifficulty be
made good. View it as a Science—as truth to be understood and believed. If re-
ligions truth were, like many kinds of secular truth, bard, intricate, abtruse, de-
marding for its study, not only the highest order ofintellect, but all the resources
of education, books, learned leisure, then indeed to most men, the blending of re-
figion with the necessary avocations of life would be an impossibility. Tn that
gase it would be sufficient excuse forirreligion to plead, # My lotin life is inevitably
one of incessant cave and toil, of busy, anxious thought and wearing work. Inex-
tricably involved, every day and every hour as I am, in the world’s business, how
is it possible for me to devote myself to this bigh and abstract science ?” If reli-
gion were thus, like the higher mathematics or metaphysies, a science based on the
most recondite and elaborate reasonings, capable of being mastered only by the
acutest minds, after years of study and laborious investigation, then might it well
be urged by many an unlettered man of toil, “I am no scholar—I have no
head to comprehend these hard dogmas and doctrines. Learning and religion are
no doubt, fine things, but they are not for humble and hard-wrought folk like me ”
In this case, indeed, the Gospel would be no Gospel at all—no good news of Hea-
venly love and merey to the whole sin-ruined race of man—but only a Gospel for
scholars—a rels sion, like the ancient philosophics, for a scanty minority, clever
enough to grasp its principles, and set tree from active business to devote them-
selves to the developément and discussion of its doctrines.

But the Gospel is no such system of high and abstract truth. The salvation it
offers is not the priz+ of a lofty intellect, but of a lowly heart. The mirror in
whirh its grand truths are reflected is not a mind of calm and philosophic abstrac-
tion, but & heart of earnest purity. Jts light shines best and fullest, not on a life
undisturbed by business, but on a soul unstained by sin. The religion of Christ,
whilst it affords seope for the loftiest intellect in the contemplation and develope-
ment of its rlorious truths, is yet, in the exquisite simplicity ofits essential facts and
priuciples, patent to the simplest mind.  Rude, untutored, toil-warn you may be,
but if you ha.~ wit enough to guide you in the commonest round of daily toil you
have wit enongh to learn the way to be saved. The truth as it is in Jesus, whilst,
in one view of it, <o profound that the highest archangel’s intellect may be lost in
the contemplation of its iysterious depths, is yet in another, so simple that the lisp-
ing babe at 2 mother’s knee may learn its meaning.

Again: View religion asan Art, and in this light too, its compatibility with a
Dbusy and acti« o kife in the world, i¢ will not be difficult to perceive. For religion
as an art diffe s from secular arts in this respect, that it may be practised simul-
tancous with other arts—with all other work and occupation in wiich we may be
engaged. A man cannot be studyiug architecture and law at the same time. The
medical practitioner caunot be engaged with his patients, aud at the same time
planning houses or building hedges,—practising, in other words, both medicineand
engineering at one and the same moment. The practice of one secularart excludes for
the time the practice of ather secular arts.  But notso with theart of religion. This
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is the universal art, the common, all-embracing profession. It belongs to no one
set of functionaries, to no special class of men.” Statesman, soldier, lawyer, physi-
cian, poet, painter, tradesmen, farmer,—men of every craft and calling in life—
may, while in the actual discharge of the duties of their varied avocations, be yet,
at the same moment, dischargin_g the dutiesof a higherand nobler vocation—prac-
tising the art of & Christian. ~ Secular arte, in most cases, demand of him who
would attain to eminence in one of them, an almost exclusive devotion of time,
and thought, and toil. The most versatile genius can seldom be master of more
than one art, and for the great majority the only calling must be that by which they
earn their daily brcad.  Demand of the poor tradesmen or peasant, whose every
hour is absorbed in the struggle to carn a competeney for himself and his family,
that he shall he also a thorongh proficient in the art of the physician, or lawyer, or
sculptor, and you demand an impossibility. Ifreligion were an art such as these,
few indeed could learn it. The two admonitions, “ Be dilizent in business,” and
% Be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord,” would be reciprocally destructive.

But Religion is no such art ; for it is the art of being, and of doing good: to be
an adept in it, is to become just, truthful, sincere, self-denied, gentle, forbearing,
pure in word, and thought and deed. And the school for learning this art is, not
the closet, but the world,—not some hallowed spot whexe religion is taught, and
proficients, when duly trained, are sent forth into the world,—but the world itself
—the coarse, profane, common world, with its cares and temptations, its rivalries
and competitions, its hourly, ever-recurring frials of temper and character. This
is, therefore, an art which all can practise, and for which every profession and call-
ing, the busiest and most absorbing, afford scope and disvipline.  When 2 child is
learning to write, it mat:ers not of what words the copy set to him is composed, the
thing desired being that, whatever he writes, he learn to write well. When a man
is learning to be a Christian, it matters not what his particular work in life may be;
the work he does is but the copy-line set to himi; the main thing to be considered
is that he learn tu live well. The form is nothing. the execution is everything.
It is true indeed that prayer, holy reading, meditation, the solemnnities and services
of the Church, are necessary to religion, and that these can be practised only apart
from the work of secular Jife. But it is to be remembered that all such holy exer-
cises do not terminate in themselves. They are but steps in the ladder to heaven.
good only as they help us to climb. They are the irrigation and enriching of the
spiritual soil—worse than useless if the crop be not more abundant.  They are, in
short, but means to an end—good, only in so far as they help us to be good and do
good—to glorify God and do good to man ; and that end can perhaps be best at-
tained by%ﬁm whose life is a busy one, whose avocations bear him daily into con-
tact with his fellows, into the intercourse of society, into the heart of the world.
No man can be a thorough proficient in navigation who has never been at sea,
though he may learn the theory at home. No man can become a soldier by study-
ing beoks on military tactics in his cloget , he must in actual service acquire those
habits of coolness, courage, discipline, address, rapid combination, without which
the most learned in the theory of strategy or engineering will be but a school-boy
soldier after all. And, in the same way, 2 man in solitude and study may become
a most learned theologian, or may train himself into the timid, effeminate piety of
what is technically called « the religious life”  But never, in the highest and holi-
est sense, can he become a religious man, until he has acquired those habits of self~
denial, of resistance to teraptation, of kindness, gentleness, humility, sympathy, ac-
tive beneficence, which are to Le acquired only in daily contact with mankind.—
Tell us not, then, that the man of business, the bustling tradesmar, the toil-worn
laborer, has little or no time to attend to religion. As well tell us that the pilot,
amid the winds and storms, has no Jeasure to attend to navigation—or the general,
on the field of battle, to the art of war! Where il he attend to it? Religion is
not a perpetual moping over good bocks—religion is not even prayer, praise, holy
ordinances, these are neccssary to religion—no man can be religious without them.
But religion, I repeat, is, mainly and chiefly the glorifying God amid the duties and
trials of the world,—the guiding our coursc amid the adverse windsand currents of
teruptations, by the stac-light of duty and the compass of divine truth,—the bearing
as manfully, wisely, courageously, for the honour of Christ. our great Leader, in the
conflict of life. Away then with the notion that ministers and devotees maybe re-



1856.

Religious Intelligence.

265

ligious, but that a religious and holy life is impracticable in the rough and busy .
world! Nay rather, believe me, that is the proper scene, the peculiar and appro-
griuu: field for religion—the place in which to prove that picty is not a dream of
Sundays and solitary hours; that it can bear the light of day; that it can wear
well amid the rough jostlings, the hard struggles, the coarse contacts of common
life,—the place, in one word, to prove how possible it is for a man to Le at once
“not slothful in business,” and * tervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” .
[TO BE CONTINUED.]
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Orpixation oF MERZERUE. BalLLIE
FOR OLp CaraBar—On the evening
of the 16th April, Mr Z Baillic was or-
dained, by the Presbytery of Edinburgh,
in Broughton Place Church. The Rev
Dr A. Thomson preached an cloquent
and heart stirring sermon on the causes
which have hitherto hindered the great-
er success of the Missionary enterprise.
The Rev. Dr John Brown put the ques-
tions of the formula, and ofiercd up the
ordination prayer, a peculiarly solemn
and impressive service; and the Rev
Mr Cooper, Fala, addressed the Mission-
ary in & very affectionate, pointed, and
practical manner,drawing hisillustrations
chiefly from his own experience as a
Missionary in India. Mr Baillie, who
after having completed his course at the
Theological” Ifall, has been assiduously
engaged for two years in the study of
medicine, has been adopted by the con-
gregation of Broughton Place. as their
Missionary to Old” Calabar. Mr Baillie
will probably leave for Calabar on the
24th of May ; and as he is the first or-
dained Missionary who has gone directly
from this country to that field of labour,
we have no doubt that he will be accom-
ponied by the carnest prayers of the nu-
merous fricnds of this mission.—{7 P
AMiss. Record.

A Miss1ONARY WANTED FOR Car-
FRARIA.—Asit is probable that Mr Tive
Soga, a native Cafire, who has for sever-
al years been receiving education in this
country, will be licensed and ordained
towards the close of the year, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Missions have resolved
to send outan ordained Missionary along
with him, if a suitable person can be ob-
tained.—1d.

JUBILEE oF THE REvJonx Browx,
D.D.—The Rev Dr Brown, Senior pas-
tor of Broughton Place Church, Ediu-

burgh, and Professor of Exagetical The-
clogy to the United PresbyterianChurch,
so widely and favourably known as a
learned, peculiarly valuable, and volum-
inous Seriptural expositor, having on the
5th of February, completed the fiftieth
year of his ministry, it was resolved b
the congregation to celebrate the anspici-
ous cvent Ly appropriate religious servi-
ces.  The day chosen was the 8th of A-
pril. At oneo'clock on that day 2 meet~
ing was held in the church, when the
Rev Jobn Cairns, Berwick, preached
from the words in Leviticus xxv. 10,
~ And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year;”
—delincating in a very able manner, 2nd
with illustrations singularly rich and at-
tractive, the poimts of resemblance be-
tween the jubilee of the Qld Testament
and the Gospel dispensation viewed as a
continuing jubilee. It had beenintend-
ed to have a meeting in the church in
the evening; but such was the anxiety
felt by multitudes to be present even
though nothing was provided except food
{oc the intellect and the heart, thatitbe-
came necessary to sccure Tanfield Hall,
capable of containing 2500 persons, all
the tickets for which were almost imme-
diately, and daysbefore the meeting, dis-
osed of: The chair was taken by the
%ev Dr Andrew Thompson, the junior
pastor, at six o'clock, and a very large
number of ministers from all partsof the
Church, as well as from other denomina-
tions, crowded the extensive platform.—
Pravers were offered at the beginning
and at the close of the meeting by the
Rev Dr James Henderson of Galashiels,
and the Rev Dr David Young of Perth.
Congratulatory addresses were present-
ed to Dr Brown from the congregation,
from 130 ministers of the Church who
bad studied under I, from the preach-
ers, and from the sessions of the congre-
aations of Rose Street, Edinburgh, and
of Biggar, Lanarkshire, of which he had
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formely been minister. To all these
addresses Dr Brown replied in very af-
fectionate, appropriate, and instructive
termns, recalling various reminiscences of
a pleasing and proiitable character.—
Speeches were afterwards delivered on
important and suitable topics by the Rev
Drs Lindsay and Harper, fellow-profes-
sors; by the Rev Dr Henry Grey, who
five years ago completed his jubilee, and
Dr William Cunningham, Principal of
the New College, Xdinburgh, both of
the Free Church, and by the Rev Alex-
ander 3M-Ewan, Helensburgh. It wasa
deeply interesting meeting; all the ser-
vices were pervaded by a fine religious
feeling—warm, catholic, and exciting;
and the tendency of all that was said
and done was eminently caleulated to
encourage the ministers of the gospel,
and to stimulate them to the assidious,
faithful, and persevering discharge of
their most important duties. In addition
to their address, the congregation pre-
sented Dr Brown with a purse contain-
ing £610. In the course of his reply,
Dr Brown handed this sum, along with
£50 from himself—a noble gift of £660
—to William Leckie, Esy., cashier of
the Commercial Bank, to be devoted to
the Scheme which the Synod is occupi-
ed in forming for the Relief of Aged
Ministers. No appropriation of the mo-
ney could bave been more graceful or
becoming. It wasa touching sight to be-
hold the venerable servant of the Lord
—who, as a popular preacher, a faithful

astor, an accomplished professor, and a
carned and successful author, has been
spared to enter on the filty-first year of
his ministry, and whom the Lord has
placed in ctrcumstances that did not call
for the personal use of the gift—with his
white locks, and with a countenance
beaming with happy christian love, re-
membering, at the very moment when
he was surrounded by the congratula-
tions of admiring thousands, the laims
0 his less favoured brethren, and gene-
Tously bestowing this large dunation to
assist in succouring and in cheeiing theee
who, having spent their years of strength
in the service of the Lord Jesus Chiist,
are in their old age laid asiie by infiz-
mity ordisease. This act ennobled and
hallowed the whole proveedings.  Sure-
Iy it will have its due effect upon the
opulent members of the Churdh, wud
promjpt taem to come fornard and place
this benevolent and must necessary
scheme on-a safe and enduring basis.—
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May the Lord continue to bless his ho-
noured servant, and mahe his last days
his brightest and his best.—I0.

UN1TED  PRESBYTERIAN  SYNOD.
--The Synod of the United Presbyteri-
an Church of Scotland commenced its
sittings in Queen Street Hall, Edinburgh,
at half-past 6 p. 3. on Monday, the 5th
inst. ‘The retiring Moderator, Profes-
sor McMichael, preached an impressive
sermon on “ the attributes of Christ and
his kingdom” from Luke .32, « He skall
be great.”  Mr Marshall, of Cupar An-
gus, Dr Eadie, of Glasgow, Dr Peddie,
of Edinburgh, and Dr?\IcKelvie, of Bal-
gedie, haviag besn nominated as can-
didates for the Moderatorship when the
votes were taken there appeared for Mr
Marshali 4, for Dr Peddie 32, for Dr
Eadie 50, and for Dr McKelvie 69. The
latter was accordingly declared duly
elected.

From the very voluminous account of
the proeedings of the Synod, contained
in the columns of the Scottish Press, it
is impossible in our limited space to give
more than a few extractson those sub-
Jects which were of greatest importance.
—From the Reporton Theological Edu-
cation itappeared that in all its bran-
ches it is ina most efficient state, 23 ont
of 31 Presbyteries had sent in reportson
the character and exercises of the stu-
dents committed to their charge, the ab-
sen«e of reports from S Presbyteries hav-
ing been probably caused by their having
no students under their care. Ofthe stu-
dents attending the Universities 20 were
at Aberdeen, 30 at Glasgow, and 17 at
St Andrews, and their character, both
for picty and diligence, was highly com-
mended. No report bad been sent in
from Edinburgh.  The whole number
of students, however, attending the Hall,
was 115.

On the evening off Tuesday, a me-
morial from Claremont Strect congrega-
tion, Glasgow, praying that the use of
Organs in vur Churches be made a mat-
ter of furbearance, gave rise to a long
and enimated discussion, at the close of
which it was moved by Dr Andrew
Thonpeun and catried by a very large
majority, * That inasmuch as the use of
wsirumental music in public worship is
contrary to the uniform practice of the
Chu:ch. and otlier Protestant Churches
in this country, and would scrivasly dis-
turb the peace of the Church, the Sy nod
refuse the petitivn of the memorialists,
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and enjoin Scssions to use all judicious

measures for the improvement of vocal

psalmedy.” A strong protest was made

on the pavt of the memoralists, and subse-
uently by others, who objected to the
ecision as hasty and informal.

On Wednesday morning the subject
of the better support of the gospel minis-
try was taken up. In 1853, as reported
to the Syned Ly the committee, there
were 256 congregations, besides those
connected with the Home Fund, whose
stipends were under £150 and a manse ;
and 167 of these were under £120 of
annual stipend. Of these 167 congre-
gations, there were 87 whose numbers
and circumstances led the committee
to make an offer of aid to them ; arrange-
ments have been completed with 42 of
these, and they are receiving an aggre-
gate supplement of £500, or an average
of £12each. They have, by their own
efforts, raised the additional sum of £300.
Since the commencement of the opera-
tions of this committee, they have been
certified of more than 60 congregations,
who, without assistance,have added to the
stipends formerly paid by them an ag-

regate yearly sum of not less than

21000 5 so that the influence of the move-
ment is not limited to those congregati-
ons who receive aid, but is felt, to a cer-
tain extent, throughout all the churches.
The collection on behalf of this scheme,
for the year ending 31st December 1855,
as given in the April number of the Jfis-
signary Record amounts to £1010; duna-
tions. £43; in all, £1053. This has
been collected by 290 congregations,
231 having made no collection.

From the Report on the subje.t of in-
capacitated ministers, it appeated that
towards the fund for their support £1,000
hal been received by bequest, £660°
from Rev Dr John Brown, and £40
from two other sources, being £1,700
during the course of the year. The com-
mittee strongly advocated care and dili-
genee in inereasing this fund, and their
suggestions were cordially adopted.

Woedneaday evening was_devoted to
the Synodieal Missionary DMeeting, at
which the ITame and Foreign Missivnary
Reports were read. The Home Mis-
sion commitiee, during the year, had
givenaid to R0 cangregatious, 73 of which
contain 7,713 members, being an in-
erease in members during 7 years of 1,-
062.  These 73 congregations have rais-
ed for ordinary purposes £5,477, and
for missionary and other objects £655,
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Leing nearly 16s. for cach member. They
have 85 Sabbath Schools, 471 tcachers,
and 4,117 scholars. In the Foreign Mis-
sion report detailed accounts were given
of the various Missions, by which it ap-
peared that, in Canada 67 congregations
reported from bad 6,624 members, 13,-
327 attendants, 2,408 in religious classes,
7,036 attend prayer-meetings.

The Jamaica mission consists of twen-

ty-four congregations, divided into four

resbyteries, which form the United

resbyterian Synou of Jamaica. The
annual returns show a membership of
3960, an average attendance of 8011;
202 have been admitted to the commu-
nion for the first time, nota few of whom
have been won from the ways of sin,
and only 64 members have-died during
the year. Several of these gave satis-
factory evidence that they died in the
Lord. There are 406 candidates for fel-
lowship. It appeared that there are on
Sabbath 156 juvenile classes, attended by
2028, and 98 adult classes,with an attend-
ance of 1830 ; and that these Sabbath
classes are conducted by 250 teachers.
The missionaries have 85 week-day class-
es for religious instruction, attended by
917. The preaching of the gospel on
Sabbath, the juvenile and adult classes on
the Lord’s day, the weck-day classes,
taught by the missionaries, numerous
prayer meetings, and domicilhary visi-
tation, form the instrumentality which
our agents are regularly and zealously
employing for educating the young in the
knowledge of divine things, turning sin-
ners to the Lord, and preparing those
whobavebelieved for the heavenly world.
The money raised at all the stations dur-
ing the year amounts, exclusive of school
fecs, to about L.4000.

Accounts on the whole were extremely
favourable from Trinidad, Old Calabar,
Caffraria, Australia, and India. For
Continental evangelization, the Board
had granted £500 to the Union of Evan-
gelial Churches in France; £250 to the
Lvangelical Socicty in Geneva for the
Saintonge Mission in Western France;
£159 to the Belgian Missionary Church ;
and £100 to the Evangelical Church in
Lyons.

One of the most interesting section of
the Home Mission Report was the ac-
count uf the Churches formed in Glas-
zow for the destitute.  Of these there are
tuur, which, together with three Mission
Stations, have 776 members, 1,700 ordi-
nary hearers, 450 of whom have been
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rescued from practical heathenism, and
about 3,000 persons under minjsterial
instruction. From the Treasurer's report
itappeared that the receiptsto the Ifome
Mission Fund during the year had been
£5,928, and to the Foreign, £12,197, in
all £18,125, being an excess over last
year of £625, while the excess of expen-
diture had been £2,320.— Pres. Witness.

CANADA.

Two MISSIONARIES ACCEPTFD.—
The Committee on Foreign Missions
aceepted, at their meeting on the 1st
of April, the Rev James Gibzon, Brechin,
and the Rev Thomas Stevenson, Auch-
termuchty, as missionaries for Canada.
These brethren have been loosed from
their pastoral charges, and are making
preparations for going out to their
adopted field of labour, as soon as suita-
ble vessels can be chtained —17 P, 1fis.
Record.

MyuxirICENT PRESENT TO REV MR
JENNINGS, TorRONTO.—On Luesday the
20th ult, the Ubited Presbyterian con-
gregation, under the charge of the Rev
Jobn Jennings, met together for the pur-
pose of formally presenting their pastor
with the deed of a house which they
have Jately purchased for him. Mr Ro-
bertson, senior elder, occupied the chair.
Letters of apology for absence were read
from Rev Dr Burns, Rev Mr Reid, Rev
Professor Young, Rev Mr Marling, and
others. The chief speakers were the
Rev Dr Willis, Rev Dr Lillie, Rev Dr
Barclay, Rev Mr Gickie, and Rev Mr
Barrass, all of whom made very appro-
priate references to the munificence
which the congregation had shown to
their much esteemed minister.

The address and reply were both ap-
propriate and affectionate, recognising
with gratitude to God the harmony anc
unity of feeling which had characterized
the relation between pastor and people,
and abounding in mutual expressions of
kindnessand good will. We give a brief
extract from each:—

“We ho{)e, sir, that the dwelling you
can now call your own, and of which vou
have entered into possession, may be to
you and your amiable partner in life with
“the children which God hath given
you” the scene of many joys, and that
many ycars may elapse cre the ties
which unite you to your family and flock
are severed. May a life of brightening
and increasing influence distinguish your
future career, and may we still in the
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relations of pastor and people be enrich-
ed with that “blessing which waketh
rich, and addeth no sorrow ; and when
the activities and the duties of life are
for ever closed by the cold hand of
death may it be your blessed lot to dwell
in the ¢ House of many mansions,’ and to
receive the divineapprovzl, ¢ Well done,
good and faithful servant, enter thou into
tae joy of your Lord.”” '
REPLY.

“In expressing your deep interest in
my family’s welfare—and to such an ex-
tent that I do not remember to have
heard the iike of by any congregation to
any minister—permit me to say that my
wife, and the older children who can un-
derstand the nature of it are deeply im-
pressed by your kindness, &desire to con-
vey their thanksgiving along with mine.

* And now, my dear friends, I can
here give you only thanks, but I wish
and pray to be better worthy of .your
kindpess, confidence, and approval as
your pastor. My greatest joy will be to
see you * walking in the truth ;’ that you
every one, Le more holy ; that parents
be more earnest and faithful in relation
to their precious children ; that the young
walk in wisdom's ways, and as they grow
in stature grow also in favour with God
and man: and that those who are stran-
gers in their hearts to the love of God in
E‘hri.st Jesis our Lord, may be brought
in 1o the ¢adoption of sons” ‘A pray-
ing people,” says Matthew Henry, ‘make
a preaching minister.” And forget me
not at your domestic and closet altars,
and thus, through God, I may be the
means of building up the saints in our
most holy faith, and of adding to the
number of such as shall be saved. It is
a very precious and solemn thing to
preach the Goxpel, but it is also a very
precious and solewn thing to hear it
preached; aye, even to have the means
of hearing it; and, therefore, so let me
preach, and so may you hearas for eter-
uity, and for that inheritanse that is in-
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth
not away.

“ As my best wish for you and yours,
T invoke that, * The God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the Sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, make you perfect in every
good work todo His will ; working in you
that which is well pleasing in Fis sight,
through Jesus Chiist, to whom be glory
for ever and ever. Amen.'”
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The house, thus handsomely given, is  Mr Jennings.  Suchmunificence is rare
situated on Javvissstreet, below Shuter- among congregations anywhere, and the
street. It is large and commodious, and  presentation is alike ecreditable to the
very elegantly finished. It was bought dounors and to the veverend gentleman
a bargain at £650 cash, and presented who has drawn forth = remarkable an
without encumbrance as a free gift to expression of esteem.— ("2,

L3 o o
Ediforial Review. .
THE LATE SESSION OF OUR LEGISLATURE.
[THE FOLLOWING STRICTURES ON THOE LAST SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE
WERE INXTENDED FOR OUR MAY NO.,, BUT WERE CROWDED OUT. THE

IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT WARRANTS THEIR INSERTION I¥ TIE PRE-
SENT NUMBER.]

Wz do not generally feel called on to discuss the public questions of the
day, and when we do refer to them, it is only as they bear upon the interests
of religion and morality. Iiven the subject of education we have only dis-
cussed in its bearing upon the interests of the Church. The late Session of
the Legislature however presents some features calling for remark. The
public are generally seasible that it was a scssion unusually protracted and
unusually unprofitable. 1t is important that the causes of this should be well
marked, and that every good citizen should apply his mind to the discovery
of a remedy. Foremost amongst these causes was the intense selfishness
manifested in a suprewe vegard for place and power, which seemed to be
the ruling principle, we will not say of every individual in the Legislature,
but of every party. Among the individual members what disgusting dis-
plays of selfishness in the scramble for office on the part of hungry appli-
cants, ready to sacrifice every principle of honor, to trample upon every pro-
fession, and to disregard the highest interests of the country, to gain office.
We say not this of one party alone. The Government, instead of adhering
to great principles, seemed to be constantly employed in trimming to meet
every change of the political atmosphere, while among the Oppositien but

. one feeling seeemed to prevail, that of upsetting the present Government and

1 obtaining power. To this every measure of importance and the highest in-

! terests of the country were made to yield, and the result is, a session wasted,
and some of the most important measures every introduced into our Legisla-

. ture defeated.

% The remedy for this lies with the people. Tt isto select men of higl-toned

4 moral principle, and of sufficient independence of character to follow what is

7 right in defiance of faction. A few such men, shaking themselves free of the
" trammels of party, would soon make their influence felt for good. But un-
1 Lappily, in the present House, we have had a set of men who professed their
j determination to follow such a middle course ; but whose reputations have
‘isunk even lower than the out and out adherents of either party. With such
_Professions they have shown the worst specimens of factiousness that cur Le-
{gislature has exhibited for a long time. Their professed independence has
dshown itself to be u mere cloak, and there conduct has been but factiousness
zrobed with hypocerisy.
But the principal cause is ane to which it becomes every friend of religion
10 Jovk well, we mean the irfluence which the Roman Catholics as 2 body
ave exercised.  This appeared on the fivst day of the session, in the yield-
-nz of the Government party to their clais, by the exclusion of a deserving
Aleer for the purpose of putting in a Roman Cathelic, not on account of any
-perior qualifications, but solely on account of his béing a Catholic and to
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please his Catholic connexions. It appeared subsequently put forth for the
filling of certain offices with members of that body, not because they were
entitled to them by their qualifications or their "position, but because they
were Catholics.

These things however we would have passed without notice were it not
for the insidious attempt at breaking up our Common School system, and
the contemptible truckling of the Government to their insolent demands.—
Early in the session a comprehensive measure for the support and regulation
of Common Schools was introduced by Government. The 3ill proposed a
great variety of improvements upon the present system, but was particularly
distinguished by being based on the principle of assessment. By moderate
men of all parties it was regarded as an excellent measure, so for as it went,
and while imperfections were freely admitted and improvements suggested,
reasonable men of all shades of opinion were ready to receive it as a great
advance upon the past, and an earnest of better things in the future. IHere
then was an occasion in which every lover of his country should have felt
called on to give his best assistance in carrying through the measure. But
here the baleful influence we have alluded to began to appear. The Roman
Catholic supporters of the Government refused to support the measure, un-
less provision was made in it for the establishment of separate schools under
their own control. The Opposition, intent upon the one object of getting
themselves into power, and ready to sacrifice’ Bducatipn and every other in-
terest of the country for this end, were eager to take advantage of the cir-
cumstance to trip up the heels of the Government. Under these circum-
stances the Government weakly yielded, and introduced sulip’leingeg;\t‘a;y

clauses, making provision for separate schools. Wherever there were five

Roman Catholic families and twenty children, they were to be allowed a se-
parate school, supported out of the Provincial grant and out of the amount
assessed. 'We regret to say that a large proportion of the Protestant sup-
porters of the Government, and even some of our staunch Presbyterians,
were prepared to have supported the measure. The general expressions of
indignation which the proposal elicited, however, led the Government to aban-
don the obnoxious clauses, and with them, we regret to say, the whole measure.

We can appreciate the difficulties of the Government, with a portion of
their supporters thwarting them and the Opposition watching their opportu-
nity to overthrow them. But no such difficulty would ever warrant them in
sacrificing public principle to expediency, and i insulting the Protestantism
of the country, by a direct tax for the teacking of Popery; and by giving
to Roman Catholics rights which no Protestant body claimed, and which
would not be granted to them if they did c¢laim them. And what is bad
principle is always bad policy. Iad the Government adhered to their first
measure and thrown themselves boldly upon the sound Protestant feeling of
the country, we believe they would soon have been in a stronger position
than ever. 'We doubt if the Opposition would have ventured to place them-
selves before the country in the attitude of resistance to a measure fraught
with such hnportant benefits to succeeding gencrations.  As it is, while they
have failed to rally the Catholies round them, they have in a great measure
lost the confidence of all sound Protestants.

In these things we cannot help sceing a little of that retribution by which
Providence governs human affairs. There has long been a truckling to Ca-
tholics on the part of those now in power, and by none more than by the
leader of the Government. He now finds them, what Xreland was to Sir
Robert Peel, his chief difficulty, az their influence may yet be the very
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means of hurling him from power. Happily for him in the present instance
the Opposition, instead of ta~:1g advantage of his procedure, copied his blun-
der. ad they boldly taken their stand against Popish influence, they would
have found the scats of office snugly cushioned for them by the time an ap-
peal would be made to the people. But instead of this they began to bid
for Catholic support, and the result has been to involve the political charae-
ter of the leaders of both parties in a disgraceful shipwreck.

As to the Roman Catholics, the steps they have taken must in the long
run prove disastrous to themselves. They have already destroyed every
remnant of public character they possessed. 'They have shown themselves
ready to sell themselves to the highest bidder. And though they may em-
barrass for a while, yet in the end\their procedure will raise a more power-
ful feeling against them. This has been the case in the United States and
will be so here.

For the claims now set up they have not the shadow of right. Were the
other schools in connexion with Protestant bodies, we could perceive a claim,
which they might in justice set up to a similar privilege. But the reverse is
notoriously the case. Qur schools are entirely unsectarian—in them no man
has any advantage on account of his creed. The Protestant has no advan-
tage except what his superior intelligence gives him, and the Catholic is un-
der no disadvantage in them except what is caused by his greater ignorance.
In some counties it is true that Protestant influence prevails in the schools
because Protestants predominate in numbers and wealth, but in other coun-
ties Roman Catholic influence prevails, because they are the majority. 'The
system is thus one fair to all parties. .

But the real object of all this is to break down the present Common School
system in the country, and we trust that every Protestant will at last be
found rallying in its support. That the bishops and priests find it injurious
to have Roman Catholic children educated with Protestants, we have little
doubt. Popery cannot bear the light. Teaching men to think will ever
prove fatal to its claims, and every increase of knowledge will weaken its
power. The association of Roman Catholic children with Protestants has a
tendency to wear off some of that bigotry by which alone their system can
be upheld. Hence the opposition of priests to our Common Schools. At
one time objecting to them because the Protestant version of the Bible 15
used in them, and when, to please them, it is excluded, raising a howl against
the system as “ godless,” and only contented when they get the money to
themselves. _And when they do get it how do they use it? In conveying
useful knowledge ?  Catch them doing so foolish 4 thing. They know that
the teaching of the elementary truth of the Copernican system, that the earth
moves round the sun, is fatal to the infollibility of their Church, which has
infallibly declared the contrary. Hence whenever they have succeeded in
obtuining money for institutions of their own, they have established institu-
tions, which weve either mere shams, or gave a training which excluded
every thing which would enlarge the mind, and only admitted what would
wrap it in the cerements of mediceval notions.  Only an education in which
the Church is the beginning, middle, and end, will suit their purposes. Po-
pery is now making o desperate struggle to arrest the intelligence of the
times. She knows she must overcome it or be overcome by it. But is there
not the more urgent yeason for every lover of his country to resist this at-
tempt to bring back the world to the Golden age of the Papal system, usually
and more correctly known as the dark ages.

The proposal we are happy to say has met with unanimous condemnation
from all the leading religious bodies, and we are only surprised that our po-
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liticians should have been o ignorant of the feelings of the country as to-
suppose that such a measure would ever have been tolerated by them. But
unhappily searcely one of the Protestant bodies except our own can make
the demand with clear hands.  Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists, and even
our Free Church brethren, have joined in an unholy league with Roman Ca-
tholics to get grants for their respective Institutions. They have for years
fed out of the same trough, going  share and share alike,” and have even at
the last session agreed to allow the Roman Cathnlies the right of primogeni-
ture, a double mess. And if this system is good for Academies and Colleges,
as they all say it is, it puzzles us to find out upon what ground they can con-
sistently oppose its application to Common Schools. The Christian Messern-
ger has an argument to prove that it is good for boys of different bodies to
be educated together in schools, but when they get older that it is very bad
that they should be educated together in Academies and Colleges. We ac-
knowledge ourselves unable to see the force of his reasoning. We deeply
regret the inconsistent position of other Protestant bodies. While they re-
ceive Government aid to their own Institutions they cannot consistently op-
pose a similar grant to Roman Catholics.

The Bill is to be printed and to come up for discussion at the next session
.f the Legislature, and we therefore feel it our duty to “sound an alarm,”
snd to do what is in our power to prepare the minds of our readers to do their
duty, should the separate school clauses be again attempted. 'We appeal to
our readers on the highest grounds, their duty to God. Your money is about
to be taken to teach-soul destroying error—to uphold a system which where-
ever it has had power rests as an incubus on the human mind, a system which
is opposed to the intelligence of the age, which aims at the universal enslave-
ment of the human soul, and which can cnly secure its objects by bringing
upon the world a state of moral and intellectual darkness deeper than that of
Egypt. Those who take our money for such a purpose are guilty of a crime
against humanity and a sin against God. But not on them alone will rest
the responsibility. The constituencies have it in their power to decide the
question, and every voter, that is every man over twenty-one years of age,
has a voice in the matter, and will have to answer for the use which he
makes of his privilege. To the members of our Chureh we make an espe-
cial appeal. They have it in their power to settle the question. The mem-
bers of our Church in the counties of Iants, Colchester, and Pictou, through
whose votes mainly nearly a third of the Government supporters are return-
ed, have only to speak the word in earnest to their representatives, and we
venture to say that the measure will never be proposed again. One word
more, the House was very nearly surprised into the measure this year. We
have now timely warning. Let us toke care that we be prepared for-the fu-
ture, should the attempt be renewed.

There are other points connected with this matter which we would like to
discuss, particularly the extra grants to the Romanists for St Mary’s and St
Francis Xavier’s College. But our space is fully secupied, and we must stop.

We will not however lay down our pen without recording our opinion that
had there been less dissipation there would have been more work done, and
that work better done, during the session. The occupation of successive
nights in social festivities, and gambling protracted till morning, must unfit
the mind for the patient investigations and important duties of legislation.—
Although such a cowrse of dissipation may not have been general, yet it pre-
valed to a sufficient extent to interfere most injuriously with the progress of
committees and of the House in dealing with the public business of the

country.
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Home Missions.
SHEET HARBOUR.
Mr. Eprror,—

At your request I beg to subjoin a
descriptive and hustorical sketch of SHEET
HARBOUR and yicinity.

Sheet Harbour is one of those beauti-
ful and capacious havens for which Nova
Scotia is so_distinguished. To give an
idea of its size, it extends about 8 miles
inland, with an average breadth of about
a mile. Itis situated between 50 and
60 miles to the Eastward of Halifax;
and is navigable for vessels of any ton-
nage up to its very head. It receives
the waters of three Rivers—the East Ri-
ver, the North West River, and the West
River. The firstof these rises somewhere
near St Mary’s, and, after crossing the
New Guysborough Road, empties itself
into the Harbour about a mile and a half’
from its head, after a tumultuous course
of upwards of 30 miles. This beautiful

stream is settled only for about 7 miles.,

But the last homestead of any eminence
is the residence of Alexander Fraser,
Lsq. The Alpine position of this plea-
santly situated habitation attracts the no-
tice of the traveller from afar. Four
miles farther up is the setilement of
Lochaber, comprising 5 families. Few
sights in nature can rival the scenery
that adorns each bank of this river for
the first two miles. To describe these
beauties would require a more experi-
enced pen than mine. I can only re-
cord the impression produced onmy own
mind during a stroll along its margin on

a beautiful evening in the autumn of
1854.

The North West River has its rise
somewhere near the seitlement of Mus-
quodoboit. About 3 miles from its mouth
it expands itself so as to constitute a
chain of Lakes extending for a distance
of 3 miles—beautified on the one side by
the hand of industry and the abodes of
men—adorned on the other by an ab-
rupt and elevated range of woody hills,
This chain of Lakes terminates at a dis-
tance of some 150 yards from the head
of the Harbour. Across this narrowand
rocky declivity, «the waters of the ri-
ver,” when swollen by melting vernal
snows, or autumnal rans, rush with the
most stupendous violence and rapidity,
and with a noise that can be heard miles

The West River is a streamlet of very
humble pretensions.

Sheet Harbour was fivst settled about
70 years ago by companies of the 33rd
and 42nd Regiments. These received
grants of land from Government as a re-
ward for military services. At the time
of their amival there were two families
residing in the place—one of the name
of Lydiard—the name of the other I
have forgotten. At this time Mr Lydi-
ard had a Sawmill—the first ever erect-
ed in the place. A few years later this
infant community received valuable ac-
cessions by the arrival of the Lowes,
Frasers and Curries, and others from
Scotland, and the Halls from England
(the latter about the year 1798). A
considerable proportion of these emi-
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grants are still living: and both they and
their descendants still occupy a promi-
nent position in the community—a posi-
tion to which they are well entitled,
either on account of their industry and
intelligence, or for their piety.

The late Rev Duncan Ross, of the
‘West River, Pictou, was the first Pres-
byterian clergymen that visiled Sheet
Hzarbom-. Tlus was about 50 years ago.
I believe the late Mr Grabham of Stewi-
acke was thenext. Afterthis they were
supplied. for some time by a minister from
the Church of Scotland of the name of
Young. About 30 years ago the Rev
Mr Sprott of Musquodoboit began to pay
Sheet Harbour and adjacent settlements
an occasional visit—which he has conti-
nued to do to the present day. DBut
during the last 15 years other labourers
in the mission field have traversed these
shores, and I can certiiy that the lapse
of years has not obliterated the remem-
brance of their services.

With respect to the prospects of owr
Church along those shores it is difficult
to speak. There are about 85 Presby-
terian families at Sheet Harbour; about
10 more at Taylor’s Head and Pope’s
Harbour (10 miles to the West), and
about 14 at Quaddy and vicinity (14
miles to the East)—about 60 families in
all. These would require the constant
labours of a minister ; and were they so
supplied, there can be litile doubt that
the adberents of our Church would in-
crease. In addition to the Presbyterians
there are a few Roman Catholic and
Episcopalian families at Sheet Harbour.
But I believe that both united constitute
a minority of the population.

The soil of those settlements, though
rocky, is far from being barren or un-
productive. Both at Sheet Harbour
and Quaddy, those who cavefully attend
to its culture raise good crops both of
hay and grain. ‘While at Beaver Har-
bour and Salmon River there are farms
and fields of surpassing beauty. Nothing
can exceed the richness of the verdure
by which these settlements are beautifi-
ed during the summer months. In the
autumn of 1854, when the fields through-
out the counties of Pictou and Colches-
ter were scorched and withered to such

The Missivnary Register.

June. -

an extent that, in some instances, people
were compelled to send their cattle to
the woods, the fields along these shores
afforded the most luxuriant pasturage.
But still the soil is so rocky as'to render
the cultivation of it extremely difficult.

It may perhaps be proper to say some-
thing respecting the state of practical

tely. Of course it is defective. But it
15 necessary to bear in mind that even in
your oldest congregations, that have had
the services of a stated ministry for al-
most a century, there is too much spiri-
tual deadness, as well as instances of po-
sitive wickedness and immorality. Let
not the God-fearing and the pious at
Sheet Harbour then be either surprised
or discouraged when they hear of “sins
and crimes” committed amongst them.
And it is but due to our adherents in this
section of the mission field to say that,
in proportion to their advantages, the
state of practical piety among them will
compare favpurably with other sections
of our Chureh.

As Sheet Harbour is one of the most
commodious, it is also one of the most
beautiful Harbours that this Province
can boast of. In this respect, it is no
exaggeration to say that it is not excell-
ed either by Mahone Bay or the Har-
bours of Halifax and Shelburne. Of
course, the two former are more improv-
ed by Art. But the pride of Sheet
Harbour is, that it owes the most of its
charms to the bountiful hand of Nature.
A sheet of water, broad and deep,

Each fir-clad shore does lie between;
While murm’ring streams, and mountains

steep,
May yearly, day by day, be seen.
The sounding shore of vcean wide
Reminds the traveller, far from home,
Of that more distant shore whose tide
Receives us in the world to come.
Those woody hills and sunny vales
A meck and graceful aspect wear :
Those ships, impelled by summer gales,
Adorn the prospect far and near.

I would just add that the Presbyteri-
ans at Sheet Harbour have furnished
themselves with a neatly-finished place
of worship. When I preached there,
the attendance would average about 90.

RoBERT GRANT.

April 14, 1856.
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~ Foreign Missions.

NEW HEBRIDES.
LETTERS FROM MRS. GEDDIE.

We subjoin extracts of a letter from
Mrs Geddie to the Rev James Waddell,
brought by the same conveyance as the
late letters from Mr Geddie:—

LETTERS AXD GOODS FROM HOME.

It is a very long time since I have
heard a word from you. You have no
doubt written us, but alas! your letters
have not reached us. The last letters
we had from you were written in Octo-
ber last; and they were ver; old when
they reached us, ~ A vesser arrived here
from Nova Scotia, but she had nothing
for us but our Sydney supplies. Ha
the boxes from Nova Scotia beenin Syd-
ney she would bhave brought them. I
hope nothing has happened to them, for
we are in great need of clothing for our
poor people.

We feel very grateful to the friends of
the cause who have so generously con-
tributed of their means for these poor
people. I can assure you that the cloth-
ing formerly sent was much valued by
them. T often feel deep regret when I
ask a poor native, why he or she hasnot
been at chureh, and they answer, “1
have no garment, and I am ashamed to
come.” '

DAILY LABORS.

I bave been very busy all day cutting
out garments for those who live in dis-
tant villages, and who cannot come to
church for want of clothing. My dear
sister, Mrs Inglis, bas spared me two
pieces of print out of her own stock,
which will help to cover them until we
get our own.  We have been obliged to
3r and Mrs Inglis for many things of
which we were out, they happily having
received all their boxes from home.

I can assure you it is very tiresome
work in this climate to sit and teach all
day. I call Monday (to-day) my own
day, but I do little for myself. I have
been engaged all day preparing work for
the teachers’ wives who live at a distance.
I have cut out and tacked fifteen or six-
teen garments, beside attending to do-
mestic duties, and a meeting for singing
in the afternoon. To-morrow the wo-
men of the place come tosew. Often as
many as thirty attend, and it keeps me
very busy to keep them all going, On
‘Wednesday I cut and tack, and meet
the female teachers’ class in the after-

noon. On Thwsday the women again
come to sew, and on Friday I have the
teachers wives from a distance. In the.
afte.noon there is a public service. Saz-
turday I devote to my household dutics.
So you see we have not time to be lone-
some. This is the place to cure ennui.
VISITING.

In April we visited Umeteh (a partof”
our district about five miles distant) and
spent two weeks among the people. We
have a Samoan teacher settled there.—
He and the people have builta nice lime:
cottage for us. Ve spend a pleasant,
and, 1 trust, not unprofitable tirse amon
them. I accompanied Mr Geddie for
the first time to a village in the heart of
the island, one of our outstations, We
had two rude palanquins made in which
to carry me and the children. “We left
Umeteh at daylight with a large party of
men and women. The road, if it de-
served the name, was for a great part of
the way along the edge of a mountain
torrent. Sometimes we were creeping
along the edge of a steep bank and hold-
ing on by the ereepers that hung in fes-
toons over our heads, at other times -
climbing over huge boulders over which
the angry torrent was dashing with the -
greatest fury—and again descending a

recipice over which it was frightful to

ook. YetI would not have missed that
journey for a great deal. The beautiful
wild scenery of rocks, torrents, splendid
litle waterfalls, and the various and
beautiful ferns, creepers, &ec., were a per-
fect feast to the eye.  Our party added
not a little tothe scene. Mr Geddie was
before (ubup as we say here) with two
able men to assist him over the most dif-
ficult places, after them your humble
servant, in a palanquin borne by six or
eight men, and twice that number fol-
lowing to relieve them, and all singing:
as loud as they were able. (Natives al-
ways sing when they are carrying a bur-
den.) Afterward came Miss Elizabeth
and Master John Williams in the same
style. The natives wore most attentive
to me during the journey, two or three
going before to break off' any branches
that might come in contact with my hop-
net. How they managed to carry me
over such a road I donotknow, but they
would not allow me to get out. Since -
this visit the people have succeeded in
making a preliy good road. The people -
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:are all busy in different parts of our dis-

trict in making roads for our conveni-
-ence. They have done this of theirown
free will. We never even mentioned
such a thing to them.

Thé Umetek people were delighted to
have us among them, and did every thing
in their power to make us comfortable.
While we were there the people collect-
ed and dug and planted a large taro

lantation for us. We knew noi‘f)ing of
it until the chiefs sent for us to go and
see the taro tops, that had been colleeted
from the different lands to plant in it.

The old chief Paulo was very anxious
to accept a large plantation of taro
nearly ripe from kLim, but we did not
think 3t right to do so, as the people have
done so much for us. When our people
at Anecligaubat heard what the Umeteh
people were doing for us, they were quite
.alarmed lest we should remam altogether
at Umeteh, and when we returned they
were greatly delighted, and crowded to
welcome us home. There is not nearly
so much food here as at Umeteh. The
land there is much more fertile and more
casily worked. Here the land is gene-
rally poor and hard to dig. The people
here are genexally fishermen, while the
Unmeteh people are agriculturists.

Last weck we returned from Anama,
where we had been spending a week
with qur dearfriends Mr and Mrs Inglis,
or rather I should say, I had been spend-
ing a -week with Mrs Inglis, for our good
husbands were visitine the outstations
together, and I with the children staid
with Mrs Inglis.

CHARLOTTE ANN'S RETURN TO SOUTH
SEAS.

You will perbaps be surprised tolearn
that we bhave written to Charlotte to
come out to us. She has again and again
expressed an carnest wish to come and
assist in teaching the heathen, and after
much thought and prayer for direction
we have thought it our duty to send for
her. Qur excellentassociate, Mr Inglis,
whose opinion we highly value, quite ap-
wroves of the step we have taken. We
teel more deeply every day the trial of
being separated from our dear children.
We also think it would be a great risk
for Charlotte to go to so cold a climate
1s Nova Scotia, as she isnot very robust.
She can be very useful here. It is im-
pussible for me to give asmuch attention
to the instruction of the young females
as they require, without neglecting my
own family; but if dear Charlotte were
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here, we could between us conduct a
large boarding school. The young men
we have employed as teachers do com-
paratively little good if they have not
suitable wives; and both Mrs Inglis and
myself find that the girls who have been
in our boarding schools make by far the
most efficient teachers.
EXPECTED MISSIONARIES.

I trust that long ere this the new
brethren are on_their waytous. Ihope
they are not waiting for the * John Wil-
liams.” If they do 1t will be a long time
ere we sec them.

SUPPLIES FOR THE MISSION FAMILIES.

You will wish to know how we are in
regard to the necessaries of life. I am
thankful to say we are not reduced to
the same straits as we were during the
first years of our residence here. Our
expenses in Sydney during the last two
years have been very great, owing to the
enormous prices of everything. This
year they are even more than last.  Qur
flour costs us 'this year £2 2s. stg. per
100 lbs. It is not easy to say what our
average expenses are, while prices are
so fluctuating m the colony; but we
think our present salary suflicient, or it
will be so when prices are more settled.
Our expenses have been above oursala-
ry for two or three years. In former
yeais we were not able to expend the
whole, not that we had more than we
needed, but because we could not pro-
cure what we really wanted, and we suf-
fered in consequence. The head of the
Sandal wood establishment would not al-
low his vessels to bring us our supplies,
neither would he sell us a mouthfiul of
food, but Providence provided for us.—
Often have I baked t}le last of our flour
as I thought, but before we had used it
a vessel would come in and spare us a
little. A Scotchman who wasin his ein-
ployment often sent us a share of his
small rations, and received ill treatment
from his employer for so doing. We
had native food, i. ¢, taro, and thisis
very good; but we could not have sub-
sisted long upon it without losing our
strength. But you must not think that
I am complaining. Oh no, these dark
days arc past, and dark indeed they
were, when the people were all in hea-
thenism, and the foreigners hating us be-
cause they could not be as wicked as be-
fore we came, and we oursclves dull and
discouraged. But a brighter day now
shines upon Anciteum. Pray, my dear
fricnds, that the beams that are chasing
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away the darkness of this once benight-
ed land, may extend their brightness,
until all the islands of this group, yea of
these scas, rejoice in the light of the gos-
pel.

PROGRESS OF THE NATIVES.

We are engaged m a great and re-
sponsible work, my dear friends, and I
trust you often pray that we may be
strengthened forit.  \While we hope and
believe that there is an inward change
in many of these people, we sce a very

dacided outward improvement, not only -

in their personal appearance, butin their
houses, &e.  Atnearly all our outstations
they are building lime school-houses—
Several of the principal chiefs have nice
plastered cottages. The Mission premi-
ses are improving in appearance. DBe-
side our own house, our boys and girls’
houses. Mr G.’s study (just finished and
detached from the house), the Printing
Office, Simeona’s house, and our new
church, there are four other lime houses,
belonging to our chiefeand others.  Qur
chief, Nohoat, has had a neat lime cot-
tage built for him near us. Very soon
lime houses will become all the fashion,
as these people ave fond of imitating all
they see: many of them have coralled
walks leading to their houses in imitation
of ours.
OcCToBER 15, 1853.

As there is a vessel here now going to
Sydney, we gladly embrace the oppor-
tunity of sending letters to our dear
friends.  Since writing the first part of
this letter we have all been well, with
the exception of Mr Geddie, who has
lately had fever andague. e was very
unwell for three weeks, but he is now
going about again. Had we had Quinine
he would probably have had nothing
more than two or three slight turns, but
we were unfortunately out.  This is a
most valuable medicine here, and one
we should always have a good supply of.
Tam sorry to say we are out of all the
most useful medicines.

Since the first part of my letter was
written we have visited our outstations
twice.  We have also visited our fellow
Iaborers Mrand Mus Inglis.  They have
a very nice place, and as many bhuldings
as we have; bat they live on a flat, and
their station does not look so well as
owrs.  They left us fast Friday, after
spending a few days with us.

T have two little mozherless infants to
louk after, the one is the infant of a wo-
man who lived beside us. She divd when
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her babe was only three days old. The
other child is from one of our outstations.
We have had it brought here for the be-
nefit of the goavs milk. Mrs Inglis has
two little children under her care too.
One is motherless, and themother of the
other was ill a long time, and when she
recovered she could not nurse her babe.
In the days of heathenism motheriess
infants, with few exceptions, were put to
death and cast into the sea with their
mothiers. .

You will be sorry to learn that we
have not yet received the boxes. from
Nova Scotia. 'We have not bad an ar-
rival from Sydney since May. We do
not know even whether they amived
safely in the colony or mnot. e are
very much in need of clothing We
have parted with all of our own that we
can spare, and some indeed that we can-
not well spare.

We have been expecting a visit. from
the Bishop of New Zealand for some
time.. He went to England two jears
ago. We saw some time ago that hehad
left in his new missionary vessel for New
Zealand, and he has had timesince then
to bave arrived in the colony, and visit-
cd the Islands; but perhaps he will not
visit this year as he has been so long
away from home, although when he left,
he intended to visit the lslands immedi-
ately on his return.

The new Mission on Mare has suffer-
ed a severe shock in the death of Mrs
Creagh. She died of the effects of a
colld after a few days illness. When
here in the “John Williams” she was:
the picture of health. She was a very
superior woman. During the few days
I had the pleasure of seeing her, I be-
came quite attached to her, and we part-
ed promising ofien {0 write to each other ;
but alas! the first letters we had from
them after they scttled on Mare convey-
ed to us the sad tidings of her death—
Poor Mr Creagh appears to be greatly
affected by his loss. He says in his let-
ters to us, I cannot be said to bear it,
1 only endure it I do pity him and
Iis dear motherless little boy.

LETTER FROJM REV. 4. INGLIS.
AXNEITETM, NEW HEBRIDES,
December 14 153 4.

My Dear Sir,—In my last letter T
gave vou an account of the progress of
the mission on this island up to the pre-
sent time. I thiscommumeation, after
some brief notices of other matters, Ishall
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inform you of what we bave attempted
for Futuxa and Tana.

EasTRRY PoLYNESIA.—From the
sbrethren in the Jokn Williams we learn-
~ed that the French Government in Ta-
hiti are as intolerant as ever towards
Protestantism—that it appears to be a
part of their systematic policy to ** wear
~out the saints of the Most High” on that
island. In Samoa there was every ap-
Ppearance that the long and disastrous
war, which has so seriously retarded the
grogress of the mission, will soon he

rought toan end. In Rarotonga and the
adjoining islands, the missions continued
to prosper, and the brethren there had
succeeded, in a very providential man-
ner, in introducing the gospel into Pen-
rhyn’s island. In her last visit, the Jokn
Williams took native teachers from Ra-
Totonga, who were located, under excit-
ing and encouraging circumstances, a-
mong those rcmari'(ably fine-looking, but
fearfully savage and greatly dreaded is-
landers.

H. M. S. HErALD—DIR Boyp.—A
fortnight ago we had a visit of . AL S.
Herald. Captain Denham wason his way

from Feejee to the Solomon Islands, in
search of Mr Boyd, whose mysterious
-disappearance in that group, about three
years ago, caused a great excitement in
: Sydney and the Australasian colonies.—
Mr Boyd was a Scotcluman, a native of
Galloway, and belonged to the neigh-
“bourhood of Newton-Stewart. Ie was
-one ofthe most enterprising settlers. and,
T believe, one of the largest stockholders
in Australia. e was returning from
-California to Sydney, and was visiting
these islands forsome commercial objects.
He landed, along withh 2 boy. on Guad-
aleanar.  The captain of the vessel wait-
ed for his return, but he did not make
his appearance; they senta boat on shore,
and saw his footstepsand appearances as
if a great struggle had been going on,
but no further eatelligence of his fate
could L obtained. The vessel was kept
hovering about the island for a fortnight ;
but as no further traces of either Mr
Boyd or the boy coukl he discovered,
the parties on voard concluded thai they
must have been killed by the natives,
and the vessel satled for Sydney. But
as no positive proot had been found of
3Ir Boyd’s being killeid, wany were dis-
posed to think that instead of being nur-
dered by the natives, it was pz‘obnb]c that
Lie was vetained in captivity. and per-
haps made a chiet’ among them.  So
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much interest did his case excite, that
both the British and French govern-
ments instracted their respective naval
officers conumanding vessels in these seas
to lend every assistance in their power
to effect his recovery, should any thing
be heard respecting him.  Some time
ago, areport came to Sydney that a white
man and a boy were living among the
natives on Guadaleanar ; the man was
said to be bald, and to have a long beard.
The trees along the coast, it was also said,
were many of them marked with Mr
Boyd’s name. So much credit was at-
tached to the reportin Sydney, that a
meeting of the merchants was held. and
a subseription was raised to fit outa ves-
sel to go in search of Mr Bayd. ‘When
Captamn Denham heard that it was pro-
bable Mr Boyd was still alive, he imme-
diately, in accordance with his instruc-
tions, suspended his surveying opera-
tions in Teejee, and at a great sacrifice
to the interests of the expedition, hasten-
ed away for the Solomon group. The
interests of commerce and science were
instantly abandoned at the call of hu-
manity. At our request, Captain Den-
ham very kindly agreed to touch at Fu-
tuna, and land a teacher and his wife,
whom we were sending thitker to rein-
force the mission on tahtisland. When
the FHerald left Anciteum this time
twelvemonth, Captain Denhem spent
about a week making surveys ot the coast
of Futuna. Lo strengthen our infant
mission on that island, he made particu-
Jar inquiries ofter our teachers, hail them
on board, and made it appear to the na-
tives as if to inquirve after and see the
teachers bad been the principal object of
his visit.

MissioNy To Frrrxa.—When the
John Willions was here in 1853, weap-
pointed two teachers, Waihit and Yoseta,
with their wives, from this island ; and
the Samoan brethren and Mr Geddie lo-
cated them on Futuna. At first they
were well received. but after some time
a sandal-wocd vessel called at Futuna,
having a number of Tanese on board.—
The Tanese stirred up the natives, and
made their minds evil-afleeted against
the teachers.  They persuaded them that
the new relizion would Lring disease and
death. The consequence was, that the
natives nearly all torsook the teachers.
By and by the impression of this visit
wore away, and we heard more encou-
raging accounts of the mission.  Three
natives of Futunn. who had lived for a
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length oftime on this island, at Mr Ged-
die's station, and had embraced Christi-
anity, returned to their own island, join-
ed themselves to the teachers, and
strengthened their hands greatly. The
teachers had mueh to try their faith and
patience; but their success has been, up-
on the whole, fully more than could have
been reasonably expected. This year,
the deputation in the John 1Williams en-
gaged to visit Tutuna, and take our teach-
ers their next year’s supplies of clothing,
&c.; and if it should appear expedient,
they intended also to strengthen the mis-
sion by the settlement of a Samoan teach-
er. JI'rom some cause which we have
not learned, the John Williams did not
call at Futuna, and, in consequence of
the vessel not calling, I am sorry to say,
oue of our teachers, Yosefa, has been
drowned.

Visit o FrrrNa AND TaNa.—A
month after the John Williams left this
island, as she was not to return here, we
sent Pita, the Samoan teacher formerly
on Tana, witha strong select crew of na-
tives in our best boat, to visit our teach-
ers on [Futuna and Tana. The voyage
occupied a fortnight, but the actual sail-
ing was performed in three days.

Teacner DrowNED.~—On their re-
turn, we learned that ten days before
they reached Futuna, a white man who
lived there had left Futuna for Ancite-
um, and that, Yosefa and two other na-
tives of this island, besid 's some natives
of Futuna, had accompa: led him in his
boat.  Yoscfa was coming over to this
island to obtain sapplies. As the Jokn
Williams had not called at Frtuna, the
teachers’ supplies of clothing, *ish-kooks,
&e., had been quite expende l, and as
food was scarce on theigland, a supply of
fish-hooks especially would have helped
them much to obtain food. Pitaand the
natives afterwards ascertained that the
boat had not been heard of cither at
Tana or Erom:\nga. The ouly conclu-
sion, therefore, which w. could draw was,
that as the boat had not come here, it
must have gone down at sea, being pio-
Dably upsetin a squall, and all in her
bad perished. We also learned from
them that two canoesh 'd been lost about
the same time, one coraing from Futuna
to this island, and the other going from
this island to Tauna. ’

GrEAT Loss or Lize.—In the boat,
in these two canoes, and in another can-
oc lost some months ago, going from An-
citewn to Futuna, no fewer than ecighteen
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men, belonging to my side of the island,
have been drowned, besides the white
man, and ten or twelve natives of Tana
and Futuna. In all, about thirty men
have met with a watery grave. This
reckless mode of sailing from island to
island in native canoes is an evil thing of
long standing, and this fearful loss of life
at this time, and so recently, bas farnish-
ed Mr Geddic and me with an opportu-
nity of calling the attention of the na-
tives to the nature of the evil, and the
means of preventing it.

NErD oF A LarGE BoaT.—As we
shall have occasion to visit our teachers
frequently in these islands, we are very
desirous to procure a large boat, partly
or wholly decked, and in which, in ordi-
nary circumstances, there. would be no
danger in sailing to Futuna, Tana, and
Nyuva. We should draw our crew from
among the most active and skilful native
scamen. Insuch a boat some of our most
influential chiefs would have an opportu-
nity of visiting the adjoining islands, and
bearing their testimony in behalf of
Christianity. In this way the classesthat
invariably get up these expeditions
would get their love of travel gratified,
and the temptation to embark in their
fragile canoes would be greatly removed.
‘We should not think of getting a boat
for this purposealone ; but while the pri-
mary object is to maintain a regular in-
tercourss with our teachers, the other ob-
Jject will, we think, be also, in a great
measure, gained. The boat which was
buught for us in Sydney would have
suited this object in a good measure, al-
though it was not intended for this pur-
pose, but to be placed on Tana, princi-
pally to furnish the teachers with the
means of returning to this i<land in case
of an emergencey ;3 subsequently, this ar-
rangement was not thought necessary.
But when the Jokn Tlliams reacked Sa-
moa, the brethren who were waiting
there to proceed to the Loyalty Islands
having been disappointed in procuring a
boat from Sydney, and sceing ours to be
so suitable, as they thought, for their sta-
tion, they were cager to obtain it; and
thinking that a much smaller boat, which
was for sale in Samoa, might probably
suit our purpose, they bought it and
brought it with them. When they ar-
rived hers, we felt it to be our duty. in
their peculiar circumstances,—about to
commence a new Inission, and with no
other boat,—at once to pass over our
large boat and the bencfaction of our
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Sydney friends to the new brethren,
whom they are supporting, and to accept
of the small boat insicad, which, when
fully rigged, will cost £30. Itisan ex-
cellent boat, but quite too small for visit-
ing the adjoining islands, and in the
meanwhile we must use our whole boats
for this purpose.

TEACHERS—Y OSEFA.—DButto return
to the teachers. TPoor Yosefa has left a
widow and an infant son to lament his
loss. He was a highly promising young
man. He belonged to this side of the
island, but before our arrival he had lived
a good partof his life at Mr Geddie’s sta-
tion, for the sake of the gospel. After
our settlement here, he was diligent and
constant in waiting upon cvery means of
instruction. He introduced the gospel
into Umka, a small inland settlement.—
He used to go every evening and make
family worship with a man and his wife,
who were anxious to know about the true
God. Afterwards a few others joined
them, and with their assistance he erect-
ed a small school-house, and I appointed
him to be their teacher. The work has
gone on there, and a few weeks ago I
opened a new school-house in that set-
tlement, much larger, and in every way
superior to their firstone. Yosefa’s mar-
riage was the first that I cclebrated on
this island. It was conducted with great
publicity. It was performed on the shore,
in front of the mission premises, in pre-
sence of a great concourse of natives.—
Mr Geddie, the Samoan brethren, Cap-
tain Morgan, and a number of the men
from the John TTilliams, were all present.
As soon as the marriage was over, the
young couple were hurried into the boat,
put on board the John Williams, and the
next morning landed on Futuna. Iisap-
ponted period was short. day the Lord
sanctify the loss.

Warnnrr.—Waihit, the other teacher
sent to Futuna, is a somewhat extraor-
dinary character. In heathen times he
was a sacred man, a great disease maker,
and a furious savage; and henec a man
of great influence among his countrymen.
He became one of the first converts to
Chaistianity. No sooner was he convert-
ed himself, than he sought, with all the
encrgy of his character, to bring bis
countrymen out of the davkness of hea-
thenism into the blessed light of the gos-
pel. Mr Geddic is of opinion that the
first great impression in favorr of the
gospel over this island was made chiefly
gsck\'aihit. He has evinced the same
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carnestness and decision of character on
TFutuna. He has lately exposed himself
to considerable danger by his fidelity.—
The natives of I'utuna have a eruel and
barbarous practice, when a scarcity of
food occurs, which, I suppose, will be ge-
nerally once a year, before the bread-
fruit season comes in. They kill aman,
as a sacrifice to propitiate their deities
and secure an abundant harvest of bread-
froit. The chiefs assemble, fix upon the
individual, and immediately thereafter
kill him. 'When Wailut heard of their
Intentions, he remonstrated with them to
the utmost of his power, but it was of no
avail; they were only angry with him,
and several who professed thdselves fa-
vourable to Christianity left off coming
near him.  As the poor victim had been
killed only a short time before our boat
was there, our natives returned quite
shocked with the horrid deed, and appa-
rently more impressed than ever with
exccllencies of the gospel. Waihit had
also severely reproved some natives of
Aneiteum, living on Futuna, for their
wicked conduct.” One of them was so
angry at him for this, that he advised
the natives to kill Waihit. When Wai-
hit heard that his life was threatened, he
firmly replied,  Oh, T am not afraid;
they may kill my body, but they cannot
touch my soul.”—7o be Continued.

From Missionary Magazine and Chronicle.

POLYNESIA.
NENGONE, LOYALTY ISLANDS.

«In our number for February we insert
ed a notice of the encouraging events
which had signalized the entrance of
Messrs. Jones and Creagh upon this new
and interesting field of labour.

AMr Sunderland, who bad accompanied.
these brethren to Nengone, writing un-
der date 16th of August, gives the fol--
lowing additional particulars respecting
the erection of & chapel, and the organi-
zation of a christian Church at Neche,
the station occupied by Mr Creagh.

«Yinclose a rough sketch of the cha-
pel at the Neche Mission Station. It is.
a good stone building, 60 feetby 34. It
was crected in 1834, and reflects great
credit upon the native teachers and peo-
ple, by whom it was built. The former
chapel waslath and plaster; it was blown
down Ly a strong gale in 1854, and the
people resolved that their next chapel
sheuld be a strong substantial building.
The teachers drew the plan, and the
whole district assisted in the building—
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men, women, and children were all em-
ployed.  The men cut the wood for the
roof, the women and children vollected
stones for the walls ; during the erection
the village waslike a bee-hive—all ranks,
all ages, both sexes, were employed, and
in about three months the building was
finished. It has a double roof, is seated
with benches, and will hold about 800
people. It is well filled every Sabbath
day. It presents a striking contrast to
their own honses, and the chapel is al-
ways an object of interest to parties from
the heathen districts. They wonder at
its size, and it is with difliculty they can
be induced to enter into the ‘sacred
house; lest some evil should befal them
for baving dared to trespass on what they
consider sacred ground. I have observ-
ed some of the heathen, whe bad been
induced by persuasion to attend a ser-
vice, tremble exceedingly, and appeared
only to breathe freely when they got out-
side of the chapel.

¢ Small parties from the various hea-
then tribes are continually visiting this
station ; we have thus an opportunity of
speaking to them about christianity—
They all acknowledge what we say is
very good, and that our religion isa very
good one, beeause it teaches people to
be kind: bat that the various tribes are
so jealous of each other, thatif they wish
to_receive the gospel. or word as they
call it, some stronger tribe would fall
upon them and kill them. They say to
us, - Try to get over the word to the
strony tribes, then the weaker ones will
follow.” There is trath in what they say,
and we keep this in view in our plans of
ochu-m. Some of the Si Guama peo-
ple go occasionally and speak to the
principal tibes which stll keep aleof}
they have alwavs been well received,
but they still put off to a more conveni-
ent se2son the reception of the gospel.

= The people at this station are ex-
ceediugly atientive to the preaching of
the truth, and most anvious to obtain
the word of God. We hope we shall
soon Le able .to put into their hands a
comiplete booki; at present they have
uniy @ iew ehapters of the gospel by
Jubn. which many of them have 2ot by
heart.  We are printing the gospel by
Mark, aad hope in about a month to
have it ready to putinto the hands of the
pueple.  We get on slowly, because we
can caly print four pages at a thae—
Brothee Creagh compo-cs the pages.and
the native teachers print off the ivrms.
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We are glad, however, that we can print
the book; thongh it takes so much time,
it will be a great prize for the people
when it is completed.

“We had the pleasure of forming a
church at this station last month. On
the 15th of July we had the ordinance of
the Lord’s Supper. It was a deeply so-
lemn and interesting occasion. Yhen
we thought what these people were but
a few years ago, and think what some of
them profess to be now, it was indeed an
interesting scene—one on which angels
no doubt looked with astonishment; and
which furnished another proof of the
wonders of redeeming love, the power of
Divine grace, to cleanse and purify the
heart of the vilest of the sons of men.—
The infant church is composed-of fifteen
members—thirteen males and two fe-
males. There are many more who will
shortly be admitted to the church. Bro-
ther Creagh and I took the services be-
tween us.  Brother Jones has also form-
ed a church at Si Wacko. May the bless-
ings of the great Head of the church rest
upon the infant churches on Nengone.”

In alater letter, dated 9th October
and written after his arrival in Sydney,
Mr Sunderland gives some further and
very interesting particulars concerning
the Nengone Mission, and also notices
the signal providence by which he and
Mrs Sunderland had been preserved
amidst the perils of a storm at sea..

“ I embrace an early opportunity of
informing you of our arrival in the colo-
ny. The term of our appointment to
the West having expired, and the object
of our Mission there accomplishe”, after
consultation with brother Creagh, we en-
gaged a passage in a brig bound for Syd-
ney. Our ten months’ residence on the
island of Mare (Nengone) had been Jong
enough to causce us pain at parting. We
felt attached to many of the people. and
the falling tear and the warm expression
of their feclings at parting showed that
the fecling was mutual.

« The work in Mareis inanencourag-
Ing state. Our brethren have full scope
for all their talents, both physical and
mental. There are upwards of 2000
people looking up to them for instruc-
tion. There are about 300 candidates
at both stations, seeking for baptism and
the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.—
There are a number of very interesting
young men in the coursce of training,
whom we hope will be useful hereafier
as native teachers.  "They very soon ac-
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quire the art of writing and reading.

“The people are kind and attentive
to their missionaries. What they have
they freely give. They considerit their
duty to keep the teachers and the mis-
sionaries well supplied with yams.

“The two Y)rincipal chiefs at the sta-
tion are members of the church. They
are both very consistent men, and, by a
long course of consistent acting, have

roved their attachment to the truth.—

sekiu, one of the chiefs, I am sorry to
say, is in a poor state of health. When
we landed we found him unwell. He
took a course of medicine, and got up his
strength again; but before we left be
was again complaining, and I fear his
time of departure is drawing nigh. e
spealss of Lis state, says he feels'that he
must soon die, but that hie puts his trust
in Jesus. He was aman, when the peo-
ple were living in heathenism, greatly
teared by them. A pile of human bones,
a short distance inland of the village of
Neche, is pointed out as a mark of his
love of human flesh and his cruelty.—
But he early embraced christianity after
the landing of the teachers; and for ma-
ny years he has been their faithful friend.
‘We all think highly of him, and have
been pleased with his modest behaviour,
his uniform kindness to the missionaries,
and his anxiety to promote the interests
of the Redeemer’s kingdom amongst his
own and other tribes. I'have often felt
refreshed at our prayer meetings by his
prayers, and astonished at the clear
views of Divine trath which he possessed.
When he dies, kis loss will be greatly
felt by all parties.

* The other chief, Naisilini, is a mem-
ber of the church. He alsobearsan ex-
cellent character. A few months ago,
he in company with some of the candi-
dates went to visit a heathen tribe, and
to converse with them on the subject of
religion. They arrived at the village
and found the tribe making prepavations
for war with a neighbouwring tribe. He
spoke to them of the evil of war and the
blessings of peace, and referred to the
advantages which christianity had con-
ferred upon his own people.  This hea-
then tribe, having received a challenge,
felt called npon to go to the fighting
ground. Naisilini and the christian par-
ty said they would go with them 1o the
scene of contlict, and they did aceompa-
ny them the next day.  When the hos-
tile parties were in sight of each other,
not more than 100 yards apart, Naisilini
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said, * You stay here; I will go over to
the other tribe and speak to thenr, and
try and induce them to live in peace’—
Some of the leading men said, ¢ If you go
over to that party, they will very likely
kill you and cat you’ He rep%ied, I
am a man of God; I don’t fear man’—
They entreated him not to go; but he
would not listen to them. Ie and his
friends went to the other tribe.  The old
men assembled; he said he wished to
speak to them. They listened with at-
tention to what be said. The opposite
party were looking on with deep inter-
est, fearing for the result; but their fears
were disappointed. The principal chiefs
of this tribe said, ¢ Tell the fighting men
to give up the war to-day. Let ail the
young men return to_ their village, and
we will all go to our large house and lis-
ten to the message of the christian chief!
They all returned home. TFighting was
postponed that day. Naisilini, in giving
a description of his interview, said that
this tribe behaved with great respect.—
They gave food to him and his party;
and in the evening they conducted wor-
ship in the large house, at which there
was a numerous attendance. The people
behaved most respectfully to them dur-
ing their stay, and said they should be
glad to see them again : thas they thought
that the lotv, or religion, was a good
thing; but that they were afraid to ve-
ceive the word at present : but they said
they might repeat their visits.  This we
consider a great step in advance. On
former occasions, they bad received in-
sults when they visited the heathen s but
there is a change taking place now
among all the tribes. They seem alad
of the visits of the christians.  We hope
that the light of the gospel is breaking
upon the darkness in which they hive
been involved, and that ere long we <hall
hear that our brethren have been alier
place teachers amongst all the tribes o
the island of Mare. Tt is vevy delighify!
to see the interest the christian natives
take in their visits to the heathen.
reach to them the truths of the go-p!
They are always wifling to go, and ther
return with gladsome hearts when thev
have met with encouragement. or w«
any hope of the introdurtion of the g
pet amongst their benighted neighbons
¢ We left Mare on the 27th Augw
Parting from our iriends with regret. w-
went on board the brig which was howal
for Syduey in the afternoon, and silef
next morning.




1856.

“We had a very heavy gale on our
way down to Sydney. We: felt consi-
derable anxiety, and were exposed to
great danger. A vessel about fitty years
old ; not even a good roap on board, but
three hands before the mast; a chrono-
meter on bo-rd, but of no use because it
was allowed to run down: sailing by
-dead reckoning, and in the neighbous-
hood of reefs and exposed to currents,
we were under considerable doubts as to
what might be the consequence. We
felt sustained by the thought that we
were Christ’s servants: we telt ihe value
of precious faith in Jesus, and left the
result with Him ; feeling that all is well
with the christian, either in life ordeath.
At the commencement of the gale the
main frysail-sheet carried away the korse,
-and struck the captain on the temples.

He fell senseless on the deck. He was -

carried below. I bled him and did all T
could for him; but he lay senseless for
two days, during which time the gale
continued with great fary. It was, in-
deed, a most wonderful thing that he was
not struck dead : he has not yet recover-
ed from the Dlow. In addition to all this,
think of our uugodly ¢rew—not one on
Pboard but ourselves, and two natives we
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had with us, seemed to care about God;
but in the very height of the storm you
could hear the most dreadful oaths from
the men as they were attending to the
ropes. The elements appeared to be at
war with us. The lightning flashed, and
at times the heavens seemed to be in a
blaze ; the sea rose before usin apparent
wrath, now and then breaking over us
and deluging the deck of the vessel ; and
the winds howled through our rotten
ropes: yet, amidst all that was calculated
to awe and humble the spirit, man defied
his Maker, and tried to provoke the
thunderbolts of God’s wrath to break
upon His creatures, and punish those
who, in circumstances so critical, could
use the most awful language. Never did
1 feel so much the truth, ¢ That cur God
is merciful,’ not desiting the death of a
sinner; else, surely, His vengeance
would have fallen upon our crew. God
was gracious, and He brought us through
the storm in safety ; and we were per-
mitted to reach Port Jackson on the
22nd September. We met with a kind
reception from our friends; and we have
been engaged in preaching and advoca-
ting the cause of our Mission since we
arrived.”

Othier Missions.

FRENCH CANADIAN MISSIONA-
RY SOCIETY.

(Concluded.)

CATECHISTS.

Seven Catechists have laboured in
connection with the Soviety in as many
different stations. These are all resident
Missionaries, who assist the Ministers in
their labors, and supply their place
where the work has not acquired suflici-
ent extension to demand the perman-
eat services of a resident clergyman.—
They are, without exception, wmarried
men, whose housesare open to visitors,
and whose carnest piety, and irreproach-
able behaviour con mand always, ulti-
mately* the respect even of enemies-
while their faithful testimony, their un,
remitling protest against Rome, and
readiness to be instantin season and out
of season, cause many to lay aside a de-
lusive religion and cling to Jesus Christ.

TEACHERS.
This fourth class of Missionaries is sta-

-

tioned partly at the Institutes of Pointe
aux Trembles, amd partly at the local
schools of the several stations in connex-
ion with which their labors wiil be no-
ticed. Whilst engaging extensively in
the work of education, this Society should
be distinctly understood to encourage it,
not as an end of itselt, butonly as a
means of promoting the great object it
has in view—that of imparting to the
people the knowledge of Bible truth, and
of leadmg them to the fountain of life
and salvation. This consideration we
urge upon our teachers, lest while ab-
sorbed in imparting secular instruction,
they may lose sight of the one thing
needful, the good part, which is in Jesus,
and which we expect them to strive
in procuring to all who come within
the reach of their influence.

Although our schools have generally
but a small attendance, yet in several
localities they are indispensable to the
consolidation of the missionary success

. obtained, inasmuch as the Government
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schools of' Lower Cauada are cssenti-
ally of a scctarian charater, and iso-
lated ¥rench Canadians would have to
send their childven where the Romish
catechism is the prominent object of
teaching, unless provision were made for
them by this Society. As will be seen
afterwards, new schools have been open-
ed this year in two of our stations.

The Report then proceeds to give a
detailed report of cach department of
their operations, and an account of the
several stations. We have only room
for a condensed statement of the Edu-
cational Institute.

POINTE AUX TREMBLES.

Ten miles east of Montreal, on the North
shore of the St Lawrence.

It will be recollected that a short time
previous to our last anniversary, impor-
tant changes had been introduced into
our educational establishment at Pointe
aux Trembles. ¥t had been divided into
four distinct departments, viz:—The
Boys’ Institute, the Girls’ Institute, the
Farm, and the Pastorate, exch under
the direction of a special head, reporting
directly to the Committee, while the
whole establishment was to be superin-
tended on behalf of the Socioty by the
periodical visits of the Seeretary.  These
systematic arrangements have now re-
ceived the test of experience, and have
proved most satisfactory, having fully
met the expectations af the Committee.

The highest number of pupiis, during
the year, in both institutes was 111,
there are at present 74 scholars, of which,
51 are at the Boys,’ and 23 at the Girls’
Tnstitute.

Boys’ InstiTuTe—The branches
taught are, Reading, Writing, the En-
glish language, French Grammar, Geo-
graphy, Arithmetic, History of Canada,
Recitation, Composition,  Discussion,
Drawing, and Singing, but the branch
which receives the prominent place is
the study of the Word of God. The
number of lessons givenis 95 a week, 20
by Mr Roux, and 75 by the pupils—
These lessons are so distributed that
while the members ot' the superior class
are teaching, the Principal is disengaged
and car superintend the lower cEnsses,
examine the pupils, and also aid and ad-
vise the young teachers. The general

rogress of the scholars is satisfactory.—
They display great zeal in reading the
Seriptures, and exhibit on religious sub-
Jjects a remarkable intelligence of the
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things of God, as well as a good know-
ledge of the errors of Rome.

Mrs Roux and Miss Shea have con-
tinued effective in the laborious duties
entrusted to them.

Gikrs’ IxsTiTuTE—In the absence
of a successor to the late Madame Tan-
ner, Mr Vernon was charged for a great
part of the year. with the superinten-
dence of the Girls’ institute, until at a
recent date, Madame Moret, at the ur-
gent solicitations of the Committee, con-
sented to leave her liome for a season,
and, assisted by Mr Moret, to assume
the dircetion of the School. We are in
a position now to announce with great
satisfaction, that a Christian lady of de-
cided piety and long experience in the
department of education has agreed to
come and undertake the charge of this
Seminary.

Of 46 girls received in the establish-
ment during the year, 40 were French
Canadians, 2 French, 2 Swiss (children
of Missionaries), and 2 Indians; ten of
them paid in part for theirboard; forty-
two were born of Romish parents,fand 10
of them professed to be Romanists at the
time of their admission to the school:
three have remained indifferent to veli-
gious influence ; two have joined the
church, while nine more give decided
evidence of pity, and are strongly at-
tached to the Gospel. The rest have
given general stisfaction.  Six belong to
the superior class,and qualify themselves
to become teachers, Twenty-three in
all are now placed under the direction
of Mademe Moret.

Fany.—Great praise is due to Mr
Vernon for the very able and efficient
manner in which he has managed the
Farm entrusted to him, and made it con-
tribute largely towards the support of the
Institates.” The whole expenses for the
cultivation of the Farm, including board
and wages of servants, were covered by
sales ot produce, while the amount of pro-
visions supplied to the Institutes, and the
various services rendered by the depar-
ment, representsata low valuation a nete
profit of over £160. In addition to this the
gardens of the establishment which form
a distinet part of the Farm, supplied the
two houses with produce to the amount o
at least £40. Thus were the expense
of Loth Institutes diminished to the es
tent ot two hundred pounds by the pr
ceeds of the Farm,

Fixaxces.~—The contributions to th
Society have amounted to £2,644 0s. 8-
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which is less by £600 17s. 3d. than the
previous year. This deficiency in the
supply of funds is easily accounted for,
when it is not noticed that it bears en-
tirely upon remittances from Great Bri-
tain, and from the United States. Be-
ing deprived for most of the year of the
services of a General Agent, neither of
these countries could be visited as pre-
viously, for the purpose of taking up col-
lections. Moreover, while a diminution
in our resoureces from Gueat Britain

might have been anticipated on account

of the war, only a portion of the annual
rant of a thousand dollars, voted to this
ociety by the American and Foreign
Christian Union, of New York, bas yet
been received.

The eontributions from Canada,on the
contrary, show an increase over all pre-
ceding years, a wost gratitying proof
that our mission gains more and more
the confidence and sympathy of the
churches in this Province, which being
nearest, can best appreciate the impor-
tance of our field and the progress of the
work. Donations from Canadian sour-
ces have reached this year the sum of
£1,886 18s. 9d., being not far from three
quarters of the whole amount contribu-
ted.. In this sum Montreal has contri-
buted about £640.  Aftersuch liberality
displayed at home, we can the more bold-
ly turn to the Christians out of the Pro-
vince, and urge them to assume their
Fart of resgonsibility in carrying the
ight of the Gospel to French Canadians,

and establishing the Word of God in the .

midst of this great stronghold of Roman-
ism in America.

It will be seen with regret from the
Treasarers’ account, that we are indebt-
ed tothe extent of £337, 7s. 8d. When
it is considered that this Society has been
now for nearly two years, more or less
in debt, that thus its operationsare crip-
pled, and that new missionaries, needed

_ for the urgent demands of the field, can-
not be procured, the friends of the eause
will undoubtedly feel the call for renew-
ed exertions.

Concrustox. — To sum up the
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operations of the Society, it might be
stated that this Mission reckonsat present
cleven Stations provided with resident
Missionaries ; that it has sustained during
the year 4 ministers, 7 cateclt’sts, 8 col-
orteurs, and 10 teachers. Ttliisestab-
Eshed 4 Schools in various pa:is of the
country, and supports at Pointe aux
Trembles 2 large Ed ucational Institutes,
in whicha numerous youth is trained for
future usefulness. Over 800 French
Canadians attended or Sunday at the
several Stations, the services held by the
Missionaries ; while in addition, a consid-
erable number of jsolated families that
have withdrawn from Rome, worship
God in spirit and truth. Such are some
of results already obtained, which, how-
aver, are only the first instalment of lay-
ger blessings in store, if we are not want-
ing in faith and perseverance. While
some organs of Romanism affect to treat
with contempt our humble instrumental-
ity, the whole Romish clergy is alive—
and probably more so than are many of
our friends—to the importance of this
Mission. They labour bard against it;
cease not to warn their people from our
missionaries ; are foremost in destroying
religious books and burning Bibles, an
preaching incessantly against those whom
they misrepresent as “ False prophets.”
Let the “appreciation in which they
hold these efforts be stated by them-
selves. In the annual report for the
Propagation of the Faith in the District
of Montreal, an oflicial documc.:t eman-
ating from the Romish Hierarcky of this
Province, is found the following :—« He-
resy now works with an energy truly di-
abolical to seduce the Catholic popula-
tion away from their allegiance to the
ancient faith of their fathers.” Tt scar-
cely need be said that this so-called he-
resy is nothing else than Evangelical
and Spiritual Christianity, as proclaimed
by our Missionaries; and it must be a
source of unfejgned congratulation toall
the members of this Soctety, that the en-
ergy displayed in this cause, makes the
enemies of the Bible tremble.

Mews of the Church.

PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.
The Presbytery of Halifax met at Shu-
.cnacadie on the 20th inst. Present—

Rev Messrs. Sedgewick (Moderator),
Murdoch, MeGregor, Cameron and Mc-
Lean ; and Messrs. S. Archibald, Alex.
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James, and — Landalls, Ruling Elders.
Mr John MeKinnon, Student in The-
ology, delivered & discourse, and read a
portion of the Epistle to the Hebrewsin
Greck.  Both of these exercises were ap-
roved. Mr MecKinuon informed the
resbytery of his intention to ({)roceed to
Scotland to prosecute his studies. The
Clerk was directed to furnish Mr McK.
with a suitable testimonial.

Reports of missionary work, by Mr
Sprott at Kempt, and by Mr Grant at
Sgeet Harbor, were read with interest
acd approval. AMembers of Presbytery
reported fulfilment of appointments to

reach at different parts of the Railway,
rom which it appeared, that since last
meeting divine service had been held on
eight different Sabbaths, at different lo-
calities, which were gratefully received,
and the expenses incurred in traveiling
defrayed. "It appeared farther that Mr
Matheson, preacher, had been employed
in the same field of usefulness from the
first Sabbathof May. It wasagreed that
Mr Matheson be left to divide his time
among the different sections, according to
his own judgment, after seeing the whole
extent of the demand. The Clerk was
farther instructed to correspond with the
Presbyteries of Truro and Pictou, and
invite their assistance, as one laborer is
entirely inadequate, and the members of
this Presbytery too few to give the
amount of supply which they would wish
to furnish, and whick: seems to be re-
quired.

Rev Hugh Ross was recalled from
Cape Sable Island aud directed to take
part with Mr Matheson in the Railway
mission from the date of his return until
the meeting of Synod~—Mr McGregor to
give directions to Mx Ross on his arrival
rom Shelburne.

Mr McCully was continued at Anna-
polis until the meeting of Synod.

The committee appointed to corres-
pond with the Managers of Yarmouth
congregation, stated that they had writ-
ten as directed, but bad as yet received
no reply. The subject involved in the
correspondence was therefore necessarily
delayed till next meeting.

An appeal to Synod from a decision of
session of PoplarGrove Church, by one of
its members,against refusing admission to
the membership of the Church to persons
of acknowledged christian excellence, or
to cortified members from other christian
Churches, who may seek admission, be-
cause they may have conscientious scru-
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ples against giving an unqualified assent
to the Formula of admission, was read,
and after consideration transmitted.
Next meeting to be held in New Glas-
gow on the fourth Tuesday of June.

BerLLe Vg, R. Joux,
May 15th, 1856.

Dear Sir,—Endlosed you have Four-
teen Pounds and Ten Shillings to the
credit of our Foreign Mission Fund.—
This sum comes from the congregation of
St Andrew’s Church, in St 5'ohn, New
Brunswick, under the pastoral charge of
the Rev William Donald, A. M., of the
Established Church of Scotland ;—and
has been forwarded by our former Trea-
surer, Dr Waddell, who isat present
connected with that congregation. Va-
rious circumstances render 1t peculiarly
pleasing to me to be made the channel
of communication with you on an occa~
sion so interesting.

The money comes most opportunely,
as we have been making exhausting dis-
bursements for the outfit of our young
brother Gordon, and for the furnishing
of supplies to our mission family, per the
“John Williams,” about to sail from Brit-
ain for the South Sea missions.

But the contribution is rendered in- ,
creasingly valuable as it comes to our aid
from brethren in Christ Jesus who have
no share in the responsibility of our mis-
sion, but who send us fraternal greeting,
and thus kindly contribute to its support.
Surely we may thank God and take cour-
age when we find portions of the Pres-
byterian family, beyond ourselves, ma-
king common cause with us, and, unso-
licited, coming to the help of the Lord
against the mighty. Is it not indicative
of better coming times to see an elder of
our Church associated with a congrega-
tion in a sister Church (or mother, if
you will), and that congregation stretch-
ing out a helping hand toaid in our most
interesting Fereign Mission Scheme ?—
Shall we not have more and more of such
exhibitions of mutual love and mutual
co-operation ?—Sure I am, the congre-
gation of St Andrews will not regret that
they have been forward to afford the tes-
timony which they have given, and most
heartily do I pray that they may realize
that it is more blessed to give than to
receive.”

The transmission of this valued contri-
bution calls up very pleasing reminiscen-
ces of a passing visit which 1 paid, some
five years ago, to friends in St John,
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when 1 preached to the congregation of
St Andrews Chuxch, and enjoyed much
pleasing intercourse with their worthy
pastor. I have reported their liberality
to our Board of Forcign Missions, and am
instructed to convey to them our cordial
acknowledgments of their kindness, and
to say how delighted we are to hail them,
with their esteemed pastorat their head,
as co-workers with us in our noble en-
terprise. My very agrecable comunission
extends farther than this,—and embraces
an expression of great pleasure, on the
paxt of our Board, at finding our former
associate in office, Dr Waddell, again
appearing prominently engaged in pro-
moting the good work. Ve cherish a
hope that this is but the beginoing of
good and great things in that quarter,
and have appointed him to act as our
agent in New Brunswick, assured thad
though removed from our midst, his love
will not be allowed to cool, nor his zeal
to flag, in & cause in which formerly he
took so conspicuous a part.
~ How pleasing will it be to the minis-
ter and congregation of St Andrew’s
Church—how gratifying to us, and bow
honoring to our common Lord, it we find
that their zeal shall have provoked very
many to go and do likewise. -Contribu-
tions from friends of the Redeemer in
New Brunswick may be handed to the
Doctor, and will be gratefully received,
and faithfully applied to the extension of
is kingdom in the regions beyond.

I am, dear Sir, yours truly,

JAMES WADDELL.

To A. Patterson, Synod Zreasurer.

: Notices,Acknowledgments,&c¢

PR

R TV

The new Schedule of Statistical Ques-
tions will before this date be in the hands
of the Moderator of each Session. We
wust that the blanks will be filled up
promptly and earefully, and lodged with
tne Presbytery Clerks, so that these officers
may hand them overto the Synodical Com-
mitice on Statistics, immediately after their
appointment.  Of late years, these returns
have been highly creditable, as well as
most useful, to the body. Let there be no
falling off during the present vear. Hith-
erto there have been two sets of Questions,
the one being addressed to Sessions, and
the other to Managers. Now theyare com-
bined, and forwarded to the Session, with
the understanding that the Session willseek
the aid of the Managers in filling the blanks
which relate to Congregational Finance.

P. G. MoGrEeGoOR,

Synod Clerk.
May 30th, 1856,
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The Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of Nova Scotia .will meet in Primitive
Church, New Glasgow, on Tuesday 24th
instant, at 11 o'clock, Ad1.  Sermon by the
TRev John Cameron, Moderator.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures
will meet at James' Place, New Glasgow,
on Tuesdny, 10th inst, at 11 a2, All pa-
pers intended to be iaid before the ensuing
meeting of Synod must be forwarded be-
fore this date, unless cpecial reasons can
be assigned satisfacto y to the ecmmittee,

JAMES BAYNTE, Convener.

QOur next number will be delayed a few
days to include in it the proceedings of Sy-
nod.

The Church Building Committee of Tat-
amagouche Bay gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of £14 collected from friends in
Truro by Mr Samuel Henderson of Green-
field.

The Mission station of Baddeck acknow-
ledges the receipt of One Pound from the
Rev David Roy toward their Church
Building Fund.

Appointment of Probationers for June.

Probationers. Presbyteries.
Rev Daniel McCurdy, Truro.
“ Hugh Ross, Halifax.
« James Thomson P E Island.
Mr Robert Grant, *  Pictou.
« Samuel McCully, Halifax.
« William Kier, Truro.
« John Wm. Matheson, Halifax.
« John Currie, Traro.
« Alex. Cameron, Pictou.

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS FOR THE PUR-
cHASE OF THE MIsSIONARY SCHOONER,
THE * JonN Kxox.”

The following sums have been raifed in
Rev Mr Patterson’s congregation i—
Greex Hivr.
Master John W McKenzie,col. £1 19 0

Miss Mary J Halliday " 16 3
« Margaret Munsie “ 100
Master John Geo. Cameron 11 10%

4 7 2%
L. Exp Mip. R1veR.
Master John Bryden, col. £013 ©
Miss Jane Geddie, Douglas, © 1 9
«  Janet A. Crockett, e 7 2
11111

Mip. SETTLEMENT Mip. RIVER.
Master T . McCullochFraser,col. £6 12 4
Miss Sarah McDonald u 10 7%

1 2113
Urrer SEPTLEMEXT MIp. RivER.
Miss Isabella Collie, col. £014 0
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Miss Hannah M Murray, col. 8 0
1 2 0
Minn Brook.
Master Thomas Fraser £110 7%
U. Exp WEsT RivER.
Miss Mary Ann McLean £016 8

*  Frunces McLead 1 3 2
Master.James Wm. McGill 19 4

219 3
Total, 12 13 114
The sum of Seven Pounds Five Shillings
have been raised by the juveniles in Poplar
Grove Church, with the aid of their friends.

Monies received by Treasurer from 20th

April to 20th- May, 1856 :—
Foreign Mission.
Hugh McDonald, Esq, S R Anti-
onish, for London Missionary
Jociety £1 0 0

Legacy from the late Jas Wells,

éascumpeque, PEIcy £5 4 3 4
P McGregor, Esq, lot No 19, edu-

cating native teacher, Auneite-

um, 18s, P E I ¢y
Mr N P Olding, junr, per Rev

George Walker ) 5
‘Wm Mathers, Esq, Toronto, C

W, per Rev Dr Taylor 1 5
Miramichi congregation, per Rev

John McCurdy 4
TLadies' Religious Speicty of do

for Mrs Geddie’s private use 2 @
Fall collection Cascumpeque

congregation, £81is, PEIcy7 2
Missionary, Bible and Education-

al Society of do £10 8 6
Wm Matheson, Esq, Pictou 5 0
A Friend, per Rev A Fraser, Esq,

New Glasgow 5
A Fricnd, per do, for Mission

schooner
St Andrew’s Church, St John, N

B, per Rev J Wadgell 14 10
Collection Prince Street Church,

Pictou 17 13

15 0

© ©0 o 0K & o o o

~7
o

Home Mission.
Missionary, Bible and Educati-
onal Society, Cascumpeque
W Matheson, Esq, Pictou
Seminary.
Missionary, Bible and Educati-
onal Society, Cascumpequo
Regisier.
Rev D Roy, balance for 1855 1

61
5

oW

616 3
1 3

The Agent acknowledges receipt of the
following sums as payment for Instructor
and Register for 1856 :—

Mr Reynolds £ 5 0
William Porteons 5 0
William Graham 2 00
Hon S Creclman 5 0
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Mrs Monaghan

Miss McIntosh

Hiram Smith

Philip Harvie

Mrs Wilson

Mrs Joseph Tieedie

Williaw Hay

Thomag Lattle

George Runciman

John Cameron

Rev Dr Ken 4
Mrs Davidson
Thomas McCullsch
Miss Gentles
William Mulvoy
Robert Smith
Charles Pitblado
Rev J Campbell
James Fraser

—
—

(%]

—
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Foreign Missionary Wanted.

The Board of Foreign Missions having
been directed by the Synod to endeavorto
secure the services of a Missionary to
labor in the Soutn Seas, are now prepared
to receive apnrlications for that service,
from Ministers and Licentiates of the
Church in Nova Scotia, or the United
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, or its
branches in_the Colanies. Appligations
to be directed to the Rev James Bayne,
Secretary of the Board, Pictou.

Boards, Standing Comumiy-
tees, &¢. ' i

Bouard of Home Missions.—Revr Professur
TRoss, Rev Messrs Patterson, Watson and
Walker, together with the Presbytery El-
ders of Green Hill, West River, and Prim-
itive Church.. Rev George Patterson, Se-
erctary

Educational Board.~—~Chairman, Rev J.
Bayne. Treasurer, Abram Patterson, Esq.
Secretary, Rev James Ross.

Terms of the Imstinetor and
Register. .

InsTtrocTOR and REGISTER, single co-
pies, 3s each. Any person ordering six
copies, and becoming responsible for six
copies, will receive one free.  For Register,
single copies, 1s 64 each. six copies to one
address at 1s 3d cach.  Oneadditional sent
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
parties wish them addressed singly, 15 6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed o the
Rev George Patterson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded before
the 10th of the month preceding publica-
tion. Small notiees may be sent to him or
the Rev P. G. MceGregor, Halifax, up il
the 22nd.

Orders and remittances to be forwarded
to Mr Charlee Rohson. Remittauces may
also be seut to the Synod Treasurer.



