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TNE PRESENT STATE OF THE UNION
QUESTION.

W wish to present to our readers,in a
few words, the present state of the Union
question. Every ore—no matter what his
individual feelings may be—ouyht to know
the facts on this all-important matter, that
he may be able to guide his conduct aright.
In all things, light is good and darkness bad.

Last year, the Synod, having repestedly
voted Union without a dissenting voice,
and having also ascertained the mind of
Kirk Sessions, sent a remit on the subject
down to congregations. What was the
resalt? Swmoming up the case in the
Upper Provin~es, 11 of our congrega-
sions voted ““ nay,” and 114 voted * yea.”
In the Maritime Provinces, 11 also
voted ‘“ nay,” and 31 voted “vea.” That
is, taking the Kirk throughoat the
Dominiou, 22 were opposed to and 145 in
€avour of the proposed Re-uvion. In the
Synod that met in Ottawa, when the retorns
had been declared, a motiomwas carried by
88 to 10 in favour of going on to consum-
mate the Union; and to secure, if possible,
unanimous consent to it, certain changes
were made in the proposed disposal of the
Temporalities Fand. From the ultimate
tinding of the Synod, 6 ministers and 4
elders Gissented.

In the Synod of the Maritime Provitces
there has never been a division on the ques-
tion. But last Synod we had a new fact
before us, namely —that the people in seve-
ral important congregations were opposed
to the Union being consummated. That
the opposition was not very strong in some
of these was cvident from the fact that one
of the 11 was the very congregation that,
five years ago, had petitioned the Synod to
take steps to bring about an anion. Bat
still there was the fact. Previous to this,
the Synod had every reason to suppose that
the people of Picton would accept the
Union as willingly as the peuple every-
where else.  Negotiations had gone on fer
years. The reports of Committees and
delegates had been unanimously approved
of in Synod. No petition hac ever been
presented agaiast Unior. No man had
ever raised his voice against it. We had pre-
sented in this a beautifal contrast to all the
other negotiating bodies. Inall the others,
minorities large or small protested against
the Union ; but we fiad been unanimoas.

What was the Synod to do now?! To
go back was impossible. To break faith
with the negotiating Sister Churches woald
have been sinful. To disregard a five-sixih
vote of the Presb yteries, and a three-fourths
vote of the people, would have been uncom-
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stitutional. To say, practically, that our
action for th past four years had meant
nothing, would have covered us with in-
famy. The Synod conld do ome thing,
and only one. It had to go forward. It
had to move in line with the Sister Churches.
And it dia so. It agreed unanimously to
send the amended Basis down to Presby-
.eries and Congregations, and in this crisis
it did what all Presbyterian Churches have
ever done in like cases, appointed delegates
to visit the congregations that were op-
posed to the general mind of the Church
in this matter, that they might give the
fullest explanations of the sentiments that
have actuated the Synod. This step would
have been taken, no matter where the mi-
nority was to be found. But it was taken
with especial readiness out of the deep
respect and affection for the faithful people
of Pictou entertained by the whole Charch.
The Synod was determined that nothing
it could do would be left undone to keep
us unbroken and unanimous in the futare
as we have been in the past.

Such is the present state of the case.
With the action of the Delegates, we, of
course, have nothing to do. Before the
Synod adjonrned, they met informally with
the Presbytery of Pictou, and it was agreed
that they would not visit any congregation
upless it specially invited them, or the
Presbytery made arrangements for them.
This was done that the convenience of the
people in each case might be consulted.
Every true friend of the Church must wish
them God-speed in their work. It was no
light thing to ask of these men. They
have had 12 keep themselves disengaged all
summer ©.nd auturmn in order to visit and
address congregations far removed from
their own homes. They agreed to do this,
not for gain or honour, but because they
loved Zion and loved the things that make
for peace. They shall not lose their re-
ward.

We do not wish to address new or old
argoments in this article to those friends
who are disinclined to Union. That they
are leal friends of the Church of Scotland
we well know. We would simply ask them
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to consider this one thing : by holding out,
they would make two Presbyterian Church-
es in the Dominion, one consisting of six
huadred congregations, and one of ten or
twenty ; would the Church of Scotland
thank them for putting her in so false a
position before Christendom, for doing their
best to make the world believe that only
one Presbyterian congregation out of thirty
or fifty was in sympathy with the Mother
Cburch of Presbyterianism? They surely
love the Chucrh of Scotland too well to put
her in sach a position.

e
THE REPORTS.

Last month’s Record furnishes a good
criterion by which to judge of the present
condition of our Church in these Lower
Provinces, as it shows exactly, as far as
facts and figures can, the work accomplish-
ad by each particular Scheme, both in a
spiritual and financial aspect. We would
like to indulge the hope that many of the
people of our congregations have not only
read these Reports, but studied them care-
fully. It is certainly for their interest to
do so. Each Report gives all possible
information about the special department
of labor entrusted to its Committee ; and
every member of the Church ought to
know not only how many Schemes there
are beiag conducted by the Synod)and
what the special object of each one is, bat
how they are managed, what saccess has
attended them, how much money has been
sabscribed towards them, and in what way
it has been expended. We say it is for the
interest of all to know this, because, when
a collection is to be made for any one of
them, they will then be acquainted with
allthedetails, and will require no lengthened
argument or persussive appeals to arouse
them to their duty. We can scarcely
claim to be considered inteltigent Church-
men, unless we have the substance of these
Reports printed on the enduring tablets of
the memory as well as in the pages of the
Record. It becomes every one to consider
the principles upun which the various
Schemes, are based, and the plans upon
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which they are bein~ operated, and all who
profess to have the welfare of their church
at heart should waich their workings; and
the advantage accruing therefrom will be
abundantly manifest. In  what other
way is it to be expected that we can find
out in what sort of work the Churchis
engaged * whether we are progressing,
standing still, or retrograding ? whether
our Schemes are well supported or lan-
quishing for want of means to keep them
i1 full operation ? whether there is a grow-
ing spinituality and earnestness visible, or
a deadness and indifference to the prosper-
wy of our Zion, and the concerns of im-
mortal souls ? It shouldynot be necessary
for ministers to be continually remind-
ing their  hearers of delinquency, or
appealing to the consciences of men as if
they were totally regardless of the affairs
o their own Church. They should nzed
nu other exhortation than the simple re-
minder of the opportunity to assist the
canse that requires their consideration, and
t do so “as God hath prospered them.”
To all, then, who declare they love their
Church, we say these Reports are the very
means adapted to increase your love, to
awaken vour zeal, and to give you that in-
tormation that will enable you to judicious.
1v usc your talents in the service of your
Master. To a truc Churchwman and dis-
ciple of Christ, they are most interest-
iny, and are calcalated to excite praise and
earnest prayer to the Great King aod
Head of the Church, who is pleased to use
s faithtul peopie as instruments for the
accomplishment of His wisc and gracious
purposes.

There are one or two thoughts that occur
to us on reading over these somewhat full
und caretully-prepared documents. First,
thev convey a faint idea of some of the
additional labor that devolves upon the
more active and experienced of our minis.
ters, besides the ordinary work of a regular
pastor.  What an amount of thinking,
planning, arranging, corresponding, at-
tendance at meetings, &c., do they suggest |
How many intenscly busy hours are repre-
seated by the facts contained in each!
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They also exhibit the work of another
class of men whose principal reward séems
to be ¢ the thanks of the Synod *” when
that venerable Court receives the well-
balanced statement of accounts. We refer
to thy Treasurers of the different Schemes.
It is a siinple matter to affix oue’s name
to an anoual account as Treasurer; but
when it is known that the time taken to
complete some of those annual accounts,—
write letters and receive them, wade
throuzh the dry details of a book-keeper’s
daily memoranda, buy bonds and cash
cheques, exchange moneys and make out
receipts,—is equal in value to the salary of
many a clerk,—we say most decidedly that
the whole Church is under the greatest
obligation to such mea for their gratuitous
services; and we take the liberty of suggest-
ing that all who huve business with them
will give as little unnecessary trouble as
possible in the transmission of moneys,
and in counducting any other transactions
regarding the Church Schemes.

Many adherents of our Church, we are
sorry to say, do not see the Kecord at all,
anl, therefore, are dependent upon their
neighbors for any little information they
may get in reference to the Church’s work.
Others, again, may get the Record, but do
not feel sufficient interest 1n religious mat-
ters to devote much time to the perusal
of its contentg, especially a number like oar
last,which i> occupied entirely with proceed-
ings of Synod, because, somehow or other,
such persons have the impression that

icports of any kind must be dry, uninter-
esting and usclers. But they are only so
to the spiritual sluggard—to the man who
does not possess sufficient religious activity
to edable him to appreciate the happiness
of the reward of the faiihful servant. They
are most valued by those who are alive with
christian zeal and .arnestness, for this very
reason—that Reports generally produce the
substance of theorics and principles, and
record the results of practical work—and
this to them is‘qd for careful thought.
Thercfore, we beg to suggest to ministers
that every opportunity should be taken
advantage of to create an interest in, and
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make the people acquaiuted with, the de-
tails of those documents—by readinyg them,
or extracting from them, or referring to
them in some way. The prayer-meeting is
a most suitable place. Several of our
congregations hold monthly missionary
meetings—what better occasion could be
selected? They might be referred to, also,
during pastoral visits, used as a topic of
conversation in the family circle, adverted
to in the Bible Class, andoccasionally made
asubject of reference in the Sabbath Schocl
—introduced anywhere and everywhere, in
fact, that the people may be interested in
their own work, and be made to feel the
privilege and diguity of their position in
being fellow-workers with Christians of
every name and nation that is blessed with
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ.
It is really helptul te our christian life
to carefully read und ponder over these re-
sults of effective Church organization, for
we naturally reflect that if our own little
braneh of one denemination is doing such
glorious work, comparatively insignificant
though it be, what must be the extent of
the work ot the whole Church of Scotland ?
And if proportionate life and energy and
spirituality are exhibited in all the religious
and missionary operations of that noble
Church, (a¢ we koow itis), what a grand
work must the whole Church of Christ, of
every name and creed, be doing! In thos
contemplating, we feel the importance of
attending with fidelity to our own part of
this great spiritual machinery,—the blessed-
ness of the fellowship of the brethren ot
every other Church and ¢lime,—the dignity
of being fellow-labourers together with
God 1n the work of a world’s redemption.

FROK TME FOREIGN MISSION FIELD.

In the absence of letters from our own
missionaries, we give a few facts from
other sources relative to the work
in the South Seas:—An Australian
paper publishes a long account of the
sailing of the Paragon for the New
Hebrides on the 4th of April, and the
previous preparatery arrangements for
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that event. She took back to the Island
Mesars. Paton, Goodwill, and Copeland,
who had been spending a few months in
Australia in order to recruit their
strength, and the Rev. Dr. Steele of
Sydney accompanied them on a visit to
the Islands. An impressive valedictory
meeting was lLeld on the evening pre-
vious to their departure, which was ad-
dressed by the scveral missionaries and
others. The Paragon has been pur-
chasel and paid for, the churches and
Sabbath school children of the Colony
having raised more than the necessary
amount in a very short time. New
South Wales gave £600, Victoria £400,
Tasmania, £36; the Church of Octago
and Southland, New Zealand, £980;
the Presbyterian Church of New Zea-
land also expects to send in £300 or
£100. It is understood that her name °
will be changed to the Dayspring. A
number of the friends of the missionaries
accompanied the Paragon out to sea in
the steam-tug, and bade them farewell
on the bosoin of the ocean. The wea-
ther was very pleasant, and seemed
favourable for a prosperous voyage.

The Rev. John Inglis, in a letter from
Aneityum to the Secretary of the Ref.
Pres. For. Mission Board, reports him-
self and eoadjutors well in headth, and
work progressing favourably. He says,
“ I have finished the examination of all
my schools. 28 in number, compris:ing
t.ae entire population of 750 persons as
s holars, infants excepted. fespent a
S 1bbath at each of my three out-stations ;
and afterwards dispensed the comwmun-
ion here at the central station. There
was a very good attendance. The num-
ber of counnunicants on the roll is 330.
* # % We have bad three wmoder-
ately severe hurricanes this year; and
one very heavy thunderstorm. The first
hurricane, espeeially, did considerable
damage, but, in comparison of lass
vear's, it is not worth mentioning. * *
* ] have been occupying all my spare
time with the translation of the Bible.
For the last five months I have been
tasking wyself, special occasions except-
ed, to about two pages of my Hebrew
Bible, or one of my English one, about
thirty verses a day. I am now at the
20th chapter of Lizekiel. So that, if
spared in life and health till the mididle
of next month (March), I hope to see
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the translation of the Bible into Aneit-
yumese finished. There is, of coyse, a
great amount of revision to be done
after that, but still the most formidable
part of the work will then be accom-
plished.”

e s
THE EARNEST STUDENT.

When giving our contributions to the
Young Men’s Bursary Fund of the Charch,
perhaps we do not often realiee the import-
ance of the act we are then engaged in, or
how very great may be the blessings, pres-
ent and fature, that will low from oar free-
will offerings. The following illustration,
which has just been brought to our notice
through the newspapers, will serve to im-
press this tact upon the unreflecting mind.
It is an extract from a letter from Leipzig,
describing the sad and sudden termination
of the College carcer of a German
student :—

““ Prizes of two hundred thalers each
were offered by a rich gentleman of Berlin
for the best metaphysical essay ; an equal
sum for the best essays on medigval
history, astronomy, celestial mechanics,
sociology, geology, poetry; and five hun.
dred thalers each for the best romantic
tales and the best peem ; the prizes to be
awarded by a committee selected from the
various universities and various designated
literateurs of eminence. A great audience
assembled on the day of the award in
Leipzig. The names of the authors of the
various works had been sent in sgealed
euvelopes, on which were inscribed the
fictitious names signed in their produc-
tions. The author of the metaphysical
essay has «:osen as his Kant’s * Antinomies
of Pure Reason.” After passing an ealogi-
um on the essay, Dr. Schinidt broke the
seal and found in the envelope the name
of Max Markman, who thereupon was
called upon to reccive the reward of his
work. A puale, poorly-clad young man
stepped forward and was received with
hearty, applause. His hair was thin and
gray, although he was plainly yet young,
and his whole appearance was such as 10
awaken the sympathies of the audience.
Prize after prize was apnounced, and the
same poor student gained every one. The
prize for the tale was the last cne an-
nounced, and as Markman stepped
forward to receive it amid 1hunders
of applause, his face suddenly Dbecame
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ashy in its whiteness, and he fell
fainting on the stage. He lingered for
four hours, and the physicians who attend-
ed him announced that his death was
cazused by privation, in other words. by
starvation. He had apparently lived on
almost nothing for months, and poor, de-
jected, weary, yet glowing with the fire of
genius, had worked for the prizes offered,
amounting in all to twenty-four handred
thalers, and then, hungry and weary, had
dragged himscif 1o win them all and die.”

B e o~ o

Articles Contributed,

A Protestant Ladies’ College in
Halifax,

Nothirg is so much needed in these
Lower Provinces as an institution that
shall give & firstclass education to the
girls of our middle and upper classes.
On account of the want of such an insti-
tution, our young ladies are growing up
imperfectly educated in petty and pre-
tentious adventure schools, or they have
to be sent far from home and educated
at an enormous cost, or they go to cor-
vents and other R. C. institutions where
“ their religious principles are never in-
terfered with,”” but where, somehow,
they get on the downward incline that
soon lands them in Rome.

In the Upper Provinces of the Domin-
ion there is scarcely a town without its
Ladies’ College, on a non-sectarian but
decidedly religious and Protestant basis.
The College is usually the property of a
chartered Joint Stock Company, (limited
liability), controlled by a Board of Man-
agers, who are elected annually by the
stockholders. A thorough training is
always afforded in all the branches of
English ¢ducation, modern and ancient
languages, the fine and useful arts.
Sometines the College is under the aus-
pices of Presbyterians, sometimes under
those of Episcopalians, or Methodists,
but in alinost every case it pays a fair
interest,from 31010 per cent. to thestock-
holders.  Men put money into it not only
because they are Protestants and friends
of education, but as they would into any
other undertaking where they had rea-
sonable security for getting some return
from their investment.

There is a crying need for such an
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institution in these Provinces, and no-
where could it be located so fitly as in
Halifax, and on no class of the popula-
tion does the responsibility for providing
it rest so much as on the Presbyterians.
‘We number over 100,000 of the people
of Nova Scotia, and in these are incladed
a fair share of the wealthy and intelli-
gent classes in the Province. Is it not
disgraceful to us that the Roman Catho-
lics should not only have a convent in
Halitax to which many Protestants send
their daughters to b2 educated, but that
they sbou%d be able, also, to erect at
the 4-mile House a bhandsome educa-
tional establishment to which they invite
boarders of all denominations &t a nowi-
nally cheap rate, while we look on and
do nothing ? Shame should force us to
action, if not higher motives.

What are some of the arguments tnat
may be urged against the project of—
say a Presbyterian Ladies’ College in
Halifax ?

1. It would cost a good deal of money,
probably $50,000 or $G0,000 to stavt it
successfully. Yes, it would ; for if it is
to be an undoubted success, & building
capable of accommodating 100 boarders
must be put up, and ten or twelve teach-
ers must be engaged. But the money is
not given away. It is an investment,
one that all experience in the Dominion
vroves to be paying. 100 boarders at
$200a year, and 100 day scholars at $50,
would give an income of $25,000 a year,
and that would be more than sufficient
to work the institution and pay interest
on the stock subscribed. The boarders
would be sure to come, for think what a
constituency we have! Not only Nova
Scotia, but three other Maritime Pro-
vinces. Not only the Church of Scot-
land and the P. C. L. P, but other de-
nomimations whe are longing and pray-
ing for some such institution.

2. Are there not good educational
establishments already existing in Nova
Scotia, to which Presbyterians may with
confidence send their daughters? No,
there are not. We wish to speak res-
pectfully of the private boarding-schools
1n our midst, but it is simply an impoesi-
bility for these to give an education up
to the requiren:ents of modern times.
The best masters ca. not be had by one
or two widows or maiaon ladies who are
destitute of capital, whose pupils are
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excecdingly limited in number, and who
started their little establishments when
they th@mselves were perbaps advanced
in years and destitute of any better
means of earning a livelihood. A
Ladies” College should have three de-
partments, the primary,the intermediate,
and the collegiate. A principal, at $2500
a year at the very least, is required. The
best teachers in singing, music, drawing,
calisthenics, ought to be bad. A full
staff of English, classical, and modern
language masters, is a necessity. Only
a large, first-class, well-supported, and
well-attended institution can combine all
those advantages. Such Colleges there
are in Toronto, London, Hamilton,
and smaller cities in the Upper Provin-
ces. Who will take the lead in organ-
izing a conrpany to start one in Hali-
fax ?

8. Is it wrong to send our davghters
to nunneries and othe: Roman Catholic
educational institutions? Yes, most cer-
tainly. It is mean, to begin with. We.
“ protest ”’ against Romanism, but we
would sneak into her institutions because
they are cheap and convenient. In the
next place, the education given in such
institutions is defective. It is never
thorough. And lastly, in such places it
is clear that our daughters must either
be taught nothing of religion at all, or
indoctrinated with Romish teaching in
its most subtle and plausible forms.
Either alternative is bad. We don’t
know which is the worse.

4. But [ have no daughters, and so
need not take stock. But you have
nieces, or may have grand-daughters.
And if not, you are a patriot, a Protest-
ant, a Presbyterian, and can you look
unconcernedly at the proselytising that
roes on from among our best families
from year to year in Romanist institu-
tions ?

More need not be said now. 1
earnestly commend this project of a
Ladies’ College in Halifax on a Presby-
terian but non-scctarian basis, to the
calm and earnest consideration of those
awong us whom God has blessed with
wealth. Havrrax.

s
WE give, in the present No., Princi-
pal Tulloch’s second article on ** The
Awerican Churches.”
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Pastor and People.

An Address to St. Stephen’s Congrega-
tion, St. Jokn, N. B., by Rev. W. P.
Begyg, on the occasion of Induction of
Rev. D. McRae.

Tt falls to me to address you as a peo-
ple in relation to your pastor. My sab-
jeet is an old and often handled one,
antt ore, I presume. on which you think
you need no special exhortation. 1 will
take so much for granted, and addres
you briefly, avoiding all details. And
as your ideas of wlkat a minister is, or
should be, may affect” your conduct in
relation to your pastor, I may start with
the question, In what light are we to
regard the clergy ?

T'here are various ways in which min-
isters as a class may be regarded, and
have been regarded, in the course of his-
tory. Putting aside the view, as one
which is too extreme to be generally
held, That they are only so many expen-
siveencumbrances tosociety,and obstrue-
tions cn the whole to intellectual pro-

ss and moral freedom, there is the
old and still widely prevailing belief that
they are priestly intercessors and media-
tors between (od and man, having
power to open the Kingdom of Heaven
to men, or to send them to hell at plea-
sure, to bind or to loose as the; see fit
or have an interest in so doing. Where-
ever there ix an approximation to such a
helief, the clergy. ot course, will be re-
garded with a corresponding awe and
reverpnce, and the people will be all
obedience—obsequious and  submissive
to the Charch to any extent. Insuch a
state of things. the clergy may almost
always have their own way, any indica-
tion of a wish on their part bemg gen-
erally enough to have it fulfilled ; for
their will is thought to be the will of
Heaven.

The clergy, in such a view, are the
veritable kings and rulers of men, and
it is easy to see that, where it is held,
they must have a tremendous power for
wood or for ill.  But there is a tendency
now-a-days, in some Protestant com-
munities and sections of the Church, to
swing to an equal extreme in an oppo-
site direction ; and, from regarding the
clergy as the rightful rulers and masters
of men, and of the people over whom
they have been severally set as pastors,
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some are beginning to feel and to speak
as if they were only the people’s ser-
vants, to be hired and dismissed at plea-
sure, according as fancy or caprice may
dictate. They would like, apparently,
to hire their minister from year to year,
or from month to month, like any do-
mestic or common labourer ; and if they
fulfil their engagement by paying him
what they promised, they secm to think
they have dore remarkably well, and
that no one has any right to complain.
It might be a matter for discussion as
to which of these two states of feelin
and belicf is the more degrading—tor ;i
should say that they both originate from
and indicate a very low spiritual state of
mind and heart, and that, on the whole,
they musttend to perpetuateand produce
such a state; but if I were asked for my
opinion as to which of them was likely
to be the more productive of evil to man-
kind. I believe I would say the latter—
that which make the clergy merely the
servants of their people. Though its
general tendency may be bad, these is a
possihility of rising in and by the tormer
view to the noblest and purest devotion ;
and the feelings which it fosters are
essentially religious, though it may be in
a very low degree; but the produce of
the latter is likely to be nothing but
irreligion and irreverence—or pure in-
difference to the higher hfe, or a scoffing
infidelity. And it is better, I should say,
that the Church, with her learning and
her wisdom, as & corporate body should
rule, though it should be through a pope,
than that the direction of the affairs of
the sunctuary should be in the hands of
some ignorant and conceited, meddle-
some lay individual and self-appointed
ruler, as in the latter case it might and
would very often be.
But without further comment on these
opposite views, and passing over all the
radations and shades of opinion that
ﬁe between, 1 think that the common
distinction between clergy and laity is
radically wrong, and that it has been
productive of much evil in the past ; and
the more we live in the spirit of our holy
religion and of the kingdom where all
are kings and priests to God, the ore, I
think, shall we lose that distinction in
the sense of the unity in life and privil-
eges of all who are believers. With res-
pect to office, the ministry will probably
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remain a distinct profession while the
world lasts,—nay, [ would not be sur-
prised though there should be a division
of labour in the profession, such as there
has been in the healing art. so that the
work which is now generally done b

one man winay be shared by several, eac

having his own special sphere ; but what-
ever may be the distinction in office,
ministers should not be regarded as logds
over God's heritage, nor simply as hired
servants, but rather as helpers of your
faith, as workers together with you to-
wards the perfection of humanity in
Christ. Priests they may be, as other
people may, inasmuch as they intercede
with God for you, and offer their spirit-
ual sacrifices; and mediators, in as far
as they may be gradually lifting you up
into unity with the Divine life ; but not
as being good for you, or obtaining par-
don and eternal life for you, while you
may yet remain in the gall of bitterness
and the bond of iniquity—aliens at heart
from God. Your servants, wo, they
may be, and should be, yet not as simply
doing 30 much work for so much pay to
save you the trouble of working ; but as
those who are labouring with you, and
trying to teach you how you may act
for yourselves in the freedom and might
of spiritual manhood. They are set for
the edification of the body of Christ, for
the building up of men in faith and
hope and love—in all that is good and
great; and in choosing and ecalling your
pastor, you have chosen and called him
for that purpose, and with a view to that
final result, we presume. But in so
doing, you have virtually said that you
desire and ar: aiming at the spiritual
perfection of yourselves and of all men
in Christ. And does that not mean that
you are to labour with your pastor for
one common end, ar.d each for the good
of all? The obligation of being good
and doing good, though it is constantly
forgotten, lies equally upon all—upon
people as well as pastor ; and though it is
true that the life and character of the pas-
tor tend to give an impulse to the people
in the same direction, it is equally true
that the life and conduct of &e people
tend to make their minister-what he is
in relation to them. There is an old
and trne saying which many of you may
not recognize as Scripture, but which,
nevertheless, comes from the Prophets,
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viz: * Like people, like priest,” Keep
that in memory as a proverb, and act
accordingly.

It is not enough, then, that you pay
your minister’s salary punctually and
take your place in your pew on Sunday,
{though if some were to do that wore
regularly. it would be something to their
credit, and astepin the rigut direction) ;
you should show your sympathy and
willingness to work with him in all the
directions in which you would like to see
your Church succeed and improve.

our inrerests as pastor and people are
one, and should be thought of as onc;
and whatever is to the advantage or dis-
grace of the one party is more or less to
the advantage or disgrace of the other.
A defect or negligence on the one side
will tend to produce a corresponding
defect or neglect on the other. Take
the matter of preaching, for instance.
You all want to have a good sermon
every Sunday, I suppose. But how can
a good sermon be produced except under
appropriate conditions ?  And unless
you show a sympathy with your pagtor
in his work by regular attendance ad a
disposition to embrace and act upon any

ood suggestion or utterance of the truth,

ow can you expect him to produce
what you want? What. indeed, is the
use of his working or being at all among
vou? You must, in a large measure,
from what you are and how you act to-
wards him, supply the stimulus and ma-
terials for the writing or thinking out.
and still more, perhaps, for the etfective
delivery, of a good and appropriate dis-
course. Be a sermon ever so good in
itself, it may fall flat in its delivery from
want of an audienee to receive it.

But, for fear of becoming tedious. I
must stop. I would only say, in conclu-
sion, with regard to all such ordinances
and occupations as preaching and pray-
ing, attending Church and Sunday
School, remember that they are not ends
in themselves, but only means for the at-
tainment or production of a perfect life,
for the rearing and developing of char-
acter in all dircetions, and in all the rela-
tions in which you may stand as men to
menor as men to God ; and don’t expect
oo much, inthe way of help toperfection,
from your minister, or from an* individ-
ual man or any class of men ; but, while
availing yourselves of all the means of
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grace, and listening. to all that others
have to say, be yourselves, in the carry-
ing out iuto action, as far as circum-
stances will allow, of whatever approves
itself to your understanding and judg-
ment, and be pure and good, that you
may in general approve of what is right,
ard neither your minister nor any other
man will have any just reason to com-
plain.

CHoumenical Council of the Presby-
terian Churches throughout the
World.

The Committee appointed at the meet-
ing of Presbyterian Delegates to the
Evangelical Alliance in New York, last
October, addressed a circular early in
this year to the various Synods and
General Assemblies throughout the world,
asking their opinion concerning the ad-
visability of holding such a Council, and
also askine them to appoint Committees
to-meet and arrange ahbout organizing.
So far ns we have seen, the scheme kas
met with no opposition. The approval
has indeed seemed to be pretty mach
pro forma, because the scheme is one
that no one likes to oppose, but one, at
the game time, that few care to grapple
earnestly with. Unless a few representa-
tive men take the thing in hand, and
give much time and thought to it, and
unless they are backed by some men of
wealth guaranteeing the expenses, it
cannot tak. visible and effective shape.

In some respects, such a Couneil
would be more useful than the Confer-
caees of the Evangelical Alliance can
Eo&«ib]y be. It would at once be seen

ow much more varied, and therefore
more Catholic, Presbyterianism 1s than
many generally suppose. The Dutch,
the French, the German, the Waldensian
Churches, wonld assert stoutly their
Presby:erian order and doctrine, yet we
would find combined in them the use of
organs and hymns, and liturgies, the
keeping of Christinas, Good Friday,
Easter, and other solemn festivals, the
rite of coukirmation, and varieties of
doctrine, all of which some people have
been accustomed to consider * marks”
of Episcopacy. Excellences that we
would not dreamn of copying from Epis-
copalians, we mi%ht have no objection
to adopt from Presbyterians, or if we
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did not adopt them, we would cease to
consider them marks of the Beast.
Whether such a Council is or is not ever
held, the idea of it is a grand one, and
worthy of Dr. McCosh, the President of
Princeton College, with whom it origi-
nated. PRESBYTER.

Widows’ and Orphans’ Fand.

There has been much talk about this
fund, and a good many articles have
been ‘written about it, but on account of
delays and delays and delays on the part
of many Presbyteries and congregations
thure is no saying when the fund can be

ut in operation. At the Synod meet-
ing in 1872, after the subject had been
talked about for years, the first decided
step was taken; that is, it was agreed
to do nothing till a capital of $8000 was
raised, and it was resolved that thissam
should be apportioned among the seve-
ral Presbyteries. It was settled “ that
Halifax Presbytery should raise $2,750,
if St. John would undertake $2000, Pic-
tou $1500, P. E. Island $750, and Mi:a-
michi and Restigouche $500 each,” and
it was thought that this might be done
in two years. Well, more than two
years have passed, and what is the re-
sult ? Only one Presbytery has come
up to the mark. Halifax has paid in
10 the Treasurer $2750, and will pay in
€500 more. St. John Presbytery has
paid in $500 from one congregation.
Pictou Preshytery has paid in between
8500 and $600 from two congregations.
One congregation in P. E. lsland has
paid in $36.75 ; and from the remaining
two Presbyteries nothing has come in.

1t is possible that the whole awount
has been subscribed, but all that we can
know or take action apon is the report
of the Treasurer. Congregations may
have invested on their own account what
they have collected, but as the Treasurer
is a lﬁanker of well-known ability, and
as he dnd the Committee has invested
what has been seut in to them in securi-
ties yielding about 7 per cent., it would
be surely more reasonable to remit all
contributions directly to him. As it is,
he has less than $4000, whereas nothing
can be done till the capital amounts to
$8000.

At last Synod the Committee wasin-
structed to draw up rules for the future
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management of the fund, but until it is
known whether there is to be a fund to
manage, such a step would be surely pre-
mature on their part. Presb) teries should
let the Commmttee or the Synod know
whether they intend to raise the whole
of the sum apportioned to then: and
when.  As it is, there is a kind of dead-
lock, which is very unsatisfactory to
those who have done their Guty in faith
that the fund would be put in operation
this year.
A Friexp to 18E Fexbp.

s
Article  Selerted,

Notes on the American Churches.
BY PRINCIPAL TULLOCH.

1.

In my last hurried potes from Wash-
ington I spoke of the practical catholicity
of the American Churches—how readily
disposed they are to recognize cach
other’s Christian position, and to co-
operate in common works of Christian
benevolence and philanthropy. This is
no doubt owing in some degree to the
absence of class-feeling in social life—
or, at least, class-fe lig in our sense of
the words. There are many distinctions in
Amenican society, and these distinctions
are guarded with jealous carefulness.
Society, in such places as New York, or
Boston, or Philadelphi& finds its aatural
affinities, and families ¢f the same rela-
tive wealth, especially of something of
the sawe culture and tastes, draw to each
other with intimate and close attach-
ment.  No outsider, by any force.of im-
pudence, can scale the barriers which
enclo ¢ such social circles.  Nowhere in
the world is the art of resisting intrusion
more thoroughly understood or more
sternly practised ; just because nov nere
is the audacity of intrusion mors fre-
quent. or carried to such lengths.  Asin
all like cases, men have raiseld protec-
tions powerful in proportion to tsxe en-
roachments apt to be made upon them.

But marked as are such social distine-
tions. they have no hereditary social
root as with us. They have not come,
that is to say, independently of the
character of the families to whom they
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apply. They are the natural expression
of actual social circumstances  Culti-
vated people seek the society of culti-
vated people ; families of like tastes and
pursuiws cotae together; but they lave
not inherited any claim to their position,
and apart from their own merits would
never be able to retain it.  Everything
in America falls much more readily than
with us to its own level, or rises to its
own height, which is simply to say m
othier words that convention is far less
powerful there than here.  Social acci-
dent with us may buoy up indefinitely it
mediverity ; 4 man gets into a good
position or inkerits it, and, unless he dis-
grace himself, he acquires and retains
something of the importance of the
position. although by no means worthy
of it. This is not possible, at least not
in the same degree. in America.  Even
the Presidency does not make a man
dignified or respectable, or in a true
sense important, if he is not so in him-
self. You canoot claim a position in
society because your father may have
been a judge or a governor; nor could
you get on in the Church because your
father may have been a bishop, or what
is far Letter, and far better paid than
any bishop, a great preacher.  You must
stand on your own merits; which is no
doubt also happily, to a great extent.
the case in our own country.

It is this absence of inherited or con-
ventional distinction which in some de-
gree helps the Churches in America to
recognize each other so cordially as they
do.  Although there are people in this
country who think differently, it is not,
so far as 1 conld see—and my opportu-
nities of observation were cousiderable.
far more than many others might have
enjoyed in treble the time—a whit more
re-pectable to belong to one Church in
the United States than another.  Epis-
copalian, Methadist-Episcopalian. Pres-
byterian, Congregationalist, Unitarian.
Universalist, all enjoy equal respect. It
is hardly necessary to say to thase who
know anything of the matter, that some
of the most cultivated, wealthy, and best
people, especially in the New England
States and the State of New York, be-
long to the two last bodiecs. No clergy-
men, in some respects, stand higher in
public estimation than the representa-
tives of these bodies. The Methodist-
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Episcopal communion, again, is by far
the most widely-spread. The Presby-
terian claims to stand next; and the
wealthiest congregation in New York is
said to be Presbyterian. The Episcopal
communion in connection with the
Church of England probably embraces
in New York the most generally culti-
vated classes of the community. No
one can know anything of the clergy of
this communion without respecting and
honouring them. While entering with
as keen an interest as the clergy of any
other denomination into the political and
social life of their country, and some of
themn being even advanced politicians of
the Sumner School in reference to the
great negro question, they have at the
same time preserved many ot the pecu-
liar courtesies and dignities of the Epis-
copal Church at home without almost
any of its exclusiveness. It has been
my good fortune to know for long—since
my residence in Rome ten years ago—
something of this body of American
clergy. { saw many more of them,
amongst the very best of them, during
my recent visit to the States; and ¥ con-
fess to have been peculiarly attracted by
their evangclical convictions, and yet
their libe-al and tolerant tone. No
doubt there are exceptions; and there
are one or two bishops and clergy here
and there who have adopted that Angli-
can exclusiveness and ritual.and priestly
nonseuse which is so intolerable some-
times both in England and Scotland,
and now and then makes the Anglican
and Scotch Episcopal Churches a won-
der 10 all enlightencd and well-informed
people. But men of this class are a
very small and iusignificant fraction of
the American Church, and are not likely
to make any way in a well-educated de-
mocratic community. The secession of
Bishop Cummins and Dr. (now Bishop)
Cheyne of Chicago, and the formation
under them of what is called the Re-
formed Episcopal Church, has thoroughly
roused the good sense and Christian in-
telligence of the Episcopal Communion,
and convinced it that the nomsensical
ritualis,a and playing at priestcraft which
have been alowed to get such way in
England, must be restrained with a
strong hand, if further evils are to be
averted. The expression of opinion to
this effect was almost unanimous at the
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various Episcopal conferences 'which
were held during the time I was in the
country. Medimval stuff about confes-
sion, and the celibacy of the clergy, and
posturing at the communion-altar, anid
the wearing of divers vestments, wli
never be greeted by anything but laugh-
ter in a country like North America.
There is only one sort of respectable
medizvalism, and that is Roman Catho-
licism; and the sooner our band of
Ritualists—many of whom in the Church
of England, it is notorious, are men
without any theological education—fin
their natural resting-place in the Church
of Rome, the better. Men who repuidi-
ate the namne of Protestants are only fit
for the company of Dr. Manning and
Monsignore Capel.

The Episcopal communion in the
States, I have said, probably embraces
as 2 whole the most cultured classes of
society. It has undoubtedly during the
last generation made considerable en-
croachments upon the old Congregation-
alism of New England. On this subject
I conversed with one of the most intelli-

ent men in Boston, a Judge of the
Supreme Court there, and he assigned
to me as oune of the chief reasons of this,
from his own experience and that of
others, the desire of the congregations to
take some direct shere in divine service,
such as the formsof prayerin the Liturgy.
and the antiphonal reading of the Psalms
provide. ‘There was, in short, a rapidly-
growing feeling of dislike to the long
prayers and exclusive performance of
everything by the minister, which was,
and remnains to this day, a characteristic
of New England Congregationalism.
Readers may attach to this fact sach im-
rtance as it seems to them to deserve.
merely repeat it as communicated to
me, with the observation that the gen-
tleman who made it probably kaows as
much of the subject, and from his high
character and intelligence is as much
entitled to be an authority regarding it,
as any man in New England.

But while Liturgical Episcopacy is
making such progress, Methodist Epis-
copacy, as I hive already said, is by far
the most numerous. I cannot now give
the statistics—writing as I am hastily
agaiust time. But I bave the means of
infermation, and may give them in a

future ¢ Record.” Of the fact of the pre_
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ponderance of the Methodist-Episcopal
Church there can be no doubt. The
exceed, I believe, the Presbyterians——aﬁ
the bodies of Presbyterians together.
As the name implies, this Church is
Methodist; but, unlike our Eng-
lish Methodism, it is under Episcopal
Government. Wesley, it may not be
generally known, ordained Bishops in
Auwerica, which he never did at home—
for the simple reason, no doubt, that he
admired Episcopal Government as the
best order or institution for a Church,
while attaching to it no special divine
right, and that he thought it his duty,
therefore, to set it up for his followers in
America. In England it already existed
for them, and he had no wish, as is well
known, that his disciples in England,
while acting independently in a mission-
ary and evangelical capacity, should
separate themselves permanently from
the Church of England. Events in both
cases have far outrun his anticipations.
Not even in his highest dreams could he
have imagined into what a great Church
his followers in America were to grow.
What I saw of the working and the ser-
vices of this Church upon the whole
greatly pleased me. There are features
of Methodism both here and in America
which I do not like, or rather that 1 fail
to sympathise with. My own Christian
training, as the training of most Presby-
terians, has been, so to speak,in a dif-
ferent tone—a tone of more reserve—
less enthusiastic and excitabie. I make
no pretence of enjoying fervours which
1 do not understand, and which my
intellectual taste rather repels. Espe-
cially I own to very considerable repul-
sion to what I saw and heard in a Negro
Methodist congregation in Washington—
the particulars of which I cannot now
describe.  There is no pleasantness to
me in religious excitement by itself any
more than in other kind of excitement.
People should not show their souls in un-
dress, any more than their bodies, save
in the retirements of bome.

Yet, withal, there is something very
winning and attractive in the affection-
ateness of the Methodist worship when
under proper regulation ; something still
more beautiful in its esger and cordial
catholicity, inviting all who will only
come—repelling none. On the Sunday
morning at Washington, after the date
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of my last notes, I went forth in quest
of a church where I might worship with
edification, and perhaps hear a good ser-
mon. I had no definite church in view,
and redlly did not know one church
from another. I found my way early,
when only a few members of the congre-

ation had yet assembled, into the

ethodist Metropolitan Cburch, where
I was shown into a front seat, not far, as
it turned out, although I did not know
this durine the service, from the seat of
Mr. Grant, the President of the United
States. 1 observed that this seat was
long of being occupied, and further, that
some slight commotion at length took
place, when a dark-visaged gentleman
and lady and family took their seats in
it. But, after all, the commotion was
hardly perceptible, and I took little
notice of it. [ had not then seen Mr.
Grant, and did not recognize him from
any portrait that may have come under
my notice. The service proceeded—
the prayers, so far as I can recall, being
almost entirely extempore, or at least
unliturgical. ere was,in short, no-
thing very different in the service from
what one would meet with in a Presby-
terian or Congregationalist Charch, save
that the singing was, upor the whole,
more hearty and general. (I will after-
wards speak of this feature of service
in all the American churches, which is
far from satisfactory.) Dr. Tiffany, the
pastor of the church, then preached a
most stirring and eloquent sermon on
St. Peter’s repentance. 1 could not
bave been more fortunate, I am sure, in
this respect. I was delighted with the
sermon and with the preacher, so far as
I could make him out from his sermon.
The slight extravagances of ianguage
here and there in speaking of Peter
having lapsed in the dark moment of
his trial into what might have been his
old babit, as a fisherman, of swearing,
did not to me at all detract from the
excellence of the sermon ; the power of
which I could see moved deeply many
strong men sitting around me, so that
their emotion worked visibly in their
faces. The ordinary service closed ; and
it was intimated that the Communion
would be dispensed to those who chose
to remain. .1 thought of going, and
then I thought I d like to see the
Methodistlgommunion Service, which 1
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bad never seen before. Several men,
who were plainly clergymen, also re-
mained. Dr. Tiffany in a very special
manner invited all clergymen present to
come within the railing enclosing the
gplpit, and participate with him in the
is
Wl}t’ﬁ some reluctance 1 advanced, and,
having done so, took my share in the
solemnity as a clergyman. The Com-
munion was administered, I may say, by
the clergymen in succession distributing
the bread cut into small pieces, and the
cup to successive groups, who knelt
around tbe circular railing. The words
of institution were repeated each suc-
cessive time that a group of communi-
cants knelt down, and as long as the
elements were being dispensed, but there
was no further address. After the ser-
vice was over I thought it my duty to
make known my name to Dr. Tiffany,
and to let him Know that I was a Pres-
byterian and net a Methodist clergy-
man.
I received a most cordial reception
from bim, as well as welcome from the
Brethren or Elders of the congregation
who had been assisting in the solemnity,
one of whom, in tact, although unknown
to me by n, was not unknown b
correspondence. I afterwards saw muc
of Dr. Tiffany, and in particular of the
member of his con, tion to whom I
have alluded, and their kindness was
unbounded. T accompanied the former
to the White House, and had a pleasant
and cordial talk with the President, who
is not only a member of Dr. Tiffan§’s
congregation, but his personal friend. I
mention all this because to some it may
not be uninteresting in itself, but mainly
to illustrate the kindliness of Methodism
in America, of which 1 had afterwards
ial experience—and above all,
to exhibit that practical catholicity which
I have spoken of as a feature of Ameri-
can Christianity, and which I confess
was both welcome and delightful to me.
I bave in the mean time exbausted
my space again, but in future numbers 1
may continue those rambling notes, if
readers are kind enough to take an
interest in them. J.T.

b
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Che Subbath School.

LESSONS FOR OCTOBER.

FIRST SABBATH.

SURJECT : The deaf mute,—Mark vii., 31
—37. Golden text, Psalm li., 15. Parallel
, Exodus iv., 11—12, Isaiah L, 4,

Luke xxi, 14—15.

After the events recorded in the preced-
ing lesson, Jesus left the territory of Tyve
and Sidon, where he does not seem to have
taught pui)licl , and crossing the Jordan
passed round the eastern shore of the Sea of
Galilee. Matthew tells us, ch. xv., 30—31,
that at the time to which our lesson refers,
many lame, blind, dumb, and crippled per-
lg:s were ill;‘tlfid by t:m Sztyio\lxlr, though
that evangelist does not specify this particu-
lar case. The first subject presented to us
in the lesson is the infirmity under which the
nan He was either a deaf mute,
thatis a man deaf from his birth, whoee
inability to hear had prevented him from
ever lwninilt;o use his organs of apeech, or
he kad lost his hearing at so0 early an age,
that his vocal organs, from disuse, had loxt
the power of correct articulation.

e second point brought before us is,
the active sympathy of his friends. The
nature of the man’s infirmity was such, that
he would not have known of Jesus, if it had
not been for his friends; and the narrative
leads us to conclude that they had been
very urgent in persuading him to come,
and were very pressing in their solicitations
that Jesus would heal him. Soit is with
the spiritually diseased. How many, even
in éﬁmtun .lands, spend their precious
years in ignorance that Jesus is the Saviour
whom they need; and how necessary is it
that this truth, so important and startling,
if properly received, should be made known
to them by those whom he has already
saved. This his disciples are all bound to
do by his express commands, from the most

i down to the weakest and youn
This, in fact, is the grand work to which he
calls them, and the professing Christian
‘who makes no attempt to do this, has little
reason to believe that he is a true follower
of Jesus. This is the great business of
Sabbath school teaching—to convince the
little ones, who are deaf to the invitations
of the Saviour, of their need of healing, and
of hispowerto heal. They alsc in their turn,
should make known the joyful sound ; for
often they could influence their companions
far more than others can who are older.

The third point is the cure, and its at-
tendant circumst

Jesus took the man
aside, probably in order that his attention
might not be abstracted from himself, and

that his faith migl:t be called into livelier
y he put his fingers into his
his tongue, itis not
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possible for us to determine. Sometimeshe
only spake, and the miraculous result fol-
lowed; sometimes he performed sactions
which had clearly no natural efficacy in pro-
ducing the result. This may perhaps have
heen to show us that while he can make the
most inadequate means sufficient, his pur-
poses, when he pleases, can be accomplished
without means of any kind. With Matt.
xv., 30—31 in our recollection, we may in-
fer that the sigh was wrung from his loving
heart l?' the contemplation of the varied
casgs of human misery which he had been
called upon to relieve; or perhaps by the
vast te of guilt of which that misery
was the result.

Lastly, we have a command disregarded.
He desired the witnesses of this mighty
work that they should tell no man. From
Th. v., 19, we learn that he had told the
man out of whom he had cast » legion of
devils to proclaim what the Lord had done
for him. He was then leaving this section
of the country, but now he was to remain,
and hLe feared that the jealousy of his ene-
mies might be awakened, and that he might
beobstructed in his teaching. Theiradmira-
tion, however, could not be restrained, and
they use concerning this new creation rear-
lv the some words which were applied to
th(lalﬁrst creation—** He hath done all things
m, .17

SECOND SABBATH.

SUBJECT : The evil spirit cast out.—Mark
ix., 14—29. Parallel passages, Matt. xvii.,
15—21, Luke ix., 37—43. Golden text,
Mark ix., 24.

This wiracle was wrought immediately
after the Transfiguration. See preceding
contest.

Vv. 14.—The scribes were probably taunt-
ing the disciples for their failure in casting
out the unclean spirit, and were insinuating
that Christ was not heaven sent. The mul-
titude looked on.

Vv. 15.—Greatly amazed.— As this is a
very st:ronﬁl expression, some think that it
was not Christ's appearance at this time
that excited the wonder, but a trace of the
transfiguration glory. Many of the people
were friendly to Christ.

Vv. 16.—The dispute if continued must
be with Christ.

Vv. 17. ~The case was very deplorable,
and the father was exceedingly anxious for
acure. He threw himself down at Christ’s
feet and implored him to have compassion
upon his son. The son was an only son,
and he had been afflicted from his childhood.
That this was no mere disease but an actual
demoniacal possession is evident from a va-
riety of considerations. The father regard-
ed it as such ; so did the disciples; so did
Christ. Christ spake to the spirit, com-
manding it to come out of the man, and to
return no more. Had the ailment in such
cases been simply disease, He who is the
faithful and true wituess, would not have
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employed language calculated to leave the
impression that there was such a thing as
demoniacal easion. When Christ was
upon the earth many such cases existed in
Palestine. This was permitted for the pur
e of showing what complete power Christ
ad over the devil and his angels, for by a
word he cast them out, He showed by this
class of His miracles that He wus stronger
than the strong man. ‘‘For this purpose
was the Son of Man manifested that he
might destroy the works of the devil.”

The disciples could not cast out this un-
clean spirit. The cause of the failure was
want of faith. So long as these men had
faith in Christ that He would work mighti-
ly through them, they could work miracles.
But a failure in faith would be followed by
& failure in work. Such was the case here,
Several causes conspired to superinduce
this unbelief. Christ had, just befare go-
ing up the mount of Transfiguration, been
speaking of His sufferings and death. This
would do nothing to strengthen their faith.
Then their Master was away from them
with the three principal disciples. Then
the case was such a peculiar one that when
they saw what they had to cantend with
they thought more of their own weakness
than of Christ's strength ; and the moment
they began to doubt the issue they were
shorn of their strength, and became as other

men.

Vv. 19.—Words not prompted by any
feeling of irritation, nor by a longinf tobe
away from‘the disciples, but hy a holy im-
patience with the sin of unbelief—a sin
which he rebuked more frequently than any
other sin.  As re; s the persons address-
ed, probably Christ had the disciples, the
father, the multitude, the scribes, all in
view. Thenarrative justifies this interpre-
tation.

Vv, 22 —“You ask for relief. It lies
with yourself whether you receive it or not.
I put the ‘if back on yourself. My power
will be exerted only in amswer to faith.”
Thus the T.ord would, as has been remarked,
help the birth oi faith in the empty soul.
He would first give fuith, and then in answer
to the look of faith would satisfy the yearn-
ing of the parent’s heart.

Vv. 59. —The disciples bad allowed their
faith in their ability to work miracles to
grow feeble, and when co.nfronted by a case
unusually severe they quoiled before it.
Had they been watchful orer themselves

they had not been disgraced, nur had their
Master been dishonored.
LESSONS.

1. How thankful we should be that Christ
has complete power over our great enemy !
Let us look to Him by faith that every
work of the devil may be destr:{ed from
within us, that we may succesfully resist
every temptation, and that we may do good
to others.

2. Let us endesvor to discover if in any
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way we are under the power of the devil—
led captive by him at his will. He is cun-
ning as well as malicious. He sometimes
appears as an angel of light, and would fain
muge us believe that evil is good.

4 We should strive to save others from
the power of the evil one. We should
brirg them to Jesas to have the unclean
spint cast out. Are we parents, and have
we thildren who are wayward? e should
do @ this father did. Have we relatives,
or fiiends, or acquaintances who know not
Gol* Let us by words, by acts, by prayer,
bring them to Jesus. .

4. Learn the evil of unbelief. Christ re-
gards it as particularly habeful. Weshould
cultvate the grace of feith—cultivate it by
reading the word, by meditation and prayer.
Mirister, parent, Sabbath school teacher,
Christian worker, ie there any one whom
you have not been able to reach —any one
for whose salvation you have been yearning,
and yet your efforts appear to be fruitless ?
The fault may be with your faith. ‘‘ This
kinl can come forth by nothing but by
prarer and fasting.”

THIRD SABBATH.

SCRJIECT : The Mind of Christ,—Mark 9:
33-42.  Parallels —Matt. 18: 1-6; Luke 9:
46-51. Leading text—Phil. 2: 5.

This narrative records a dispute that oc-
curred among the twelve, as to who should
be greatest in Christ’s kingdom, and Christ's
disposal of it.

From something that Jesus bad recently
said concerning his sufferings and the gloi
that should follow—concerning his deag
and his rising again from the dead, the
twelve concluded that his kingdom (for the
comini of which they looked and longed,)
was ahout to be set up. And such being
the < -e, they deemed it wise in them to
asce :ain if they could, who should get the
lea ang position—the first place in that king-
dr n, and they would lose no time about
*.. Hence they began talking by the way,
disputing as they walked along the road.—
They take it for granted that Christ will
chuose one of them, and they are anxious to
know which one. t

In all this they displayed ignorance} en-
tire ignorance of the nature of their Master's
kingdem. They are exKecting to sec a tem-
};oral kingdom established, of which Jesus

imself should be king and they officers or
members of his administration. And more-
over, they displayed an ambitious desire for
pre eminence that was not to be looked for,
and that was quite inconsistent with their
l\rofesaion as disciples of the meek and
owly Jesus. They had not yet learned to
esteem otherd better than themselves. They
were wanting in humility and sﬁirit\xdity of
mind. In all this dispute they shewed
themselves to be men who were as yet large-
1y under the influence of carnal an wo:l'gly
principles.
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After talking among theraselves for a
while and coming to no satisfactory finding,
they go to Christ with their question—or
rather knowing their thoughts and their
contentions, he goes to them, and makes
them speak out boldly and plainly the
things of which they had been speaking se-
cretly and privately. For it seems they
were ashamed to let Christ hear the matter,
and well they might be.

Now mark how Jesus answers their ques-
tion, how he settles their dispute.

1. He tells them plainly that pre-eminence
and preferment, such as they were thinking
of, were not obtainable in his kingdom—
that he who desired to be first should be
last—he wlo desired to be leader should be
servant. Carnal or worldly ambition has
nothing for a man in Christ’s service.

2. He tells them that the true way to be
great is to be humble. Humility is the
path that leads to renown. This truth he
Ulustrates and enforces by setting « child
in the midst of them, and saying to them as
they looked upon it, ‘‘except you become
as children you cannot enter the kingdom of
Heaven—to say nothing of a high place in
that kingdom.™

Greatness in Christ’s kingdom consists not
in the possession of power, and rank, and
station, but in well doing, humility, love,
&c., in one word, in likeness to Christ. They
who have most of that mind which was in
Jesus are greatest in his kingdom.

Christ knows nothing about supremacy,
save the supremacy of goodness of charac-
ter, of true worth¥#= True greatness is trie
likeness to Christ.

Vv, 38.—That Christ’s principle might be
seen in practical working John states a case
in point He says, ‘‘ Wesaw one casting
out,” &c. ’Twas as though he had asked,
““Master, did we do right or wrong in not
recognizing him and bidding bhim God-
speed? or in excluding him altogether from
our communion ?” Christ’s answeris prompt
and decided ; and in subst it is this :—-
¢ Whosoever does good to others in my
name is for me—is a true disciple—and
whosoever does not do good to others, but
on the contrary, injury, is not one of my
disciples.”

Good doing is a test of discipleship, and
whether they belong to us or not, believe
with us or not, they are Christ’s and he
owns them, who work in any way for the
good of their fellows.—See Phil. i., 18

The only pre-eminence allowable or pos-
sible in Christ’s service is a pre eminence in
holy living and well dving, and whether in
our communion or out of it, whether in re-
cognized Church fellowship or not, the han
who is most like Christ and does the most
good is the greatest.

1. The way to true greatness, to pre-emi-
nence, is open to all of ns.

2. The Church is larger than any sect.
(ihrist has followers where we little expect
them.,
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3. Good doing is the best evidence of dis-
cipleship.

FOURTH SABBATH.

SusJecr: Blind Bartimceus,—Mark 10 :
46—52. See the same miracle related in
Matt. xx., 20—34, and Luke xviii. 35—43.

Matthew states that two blind men were
healed as Jesus was departing from Jericho;
Mark says that one blind man was healed ;
Lukerelates that Jesushealed one blind man
on entering the city.—The apparent differen-
ces are thus explamed : —Jesus p-obably en-
tered Jericho by the same gate through which
he also left the city ; the gate on the west
side. As Jesus was entering, the blind
man called for help, was threatened, and
restrained. Jesus may have kept him wait-
ing till his return from the city in order to
test his faith. Thus the Evangelists record
the same event, the one giving the whole
story of the miracle in connection with the
beginning of it, and the others in connection
with the completion of it. ‘‘ Further, it is
not difficult to suppose that in the interval
another blind man joined company with
Bartimamus, and that each encouraged the
other in the louder cry.”—( Lange. )

V. 26.—There was a great and joyous
procession of peorle going up to Jerusalem
to celebrate the feast. Blind men usually
made their living by begging. The blind
are very numerous in Palestine, Egypt, and
other hot, dusty countries.

47.—Bar-Temzus, (sonof Timsmus) knew
g%m and gave Him His rightful messianic

itle,

48.—Such cries on a festal occasion were
out of place, the multitude thought, and
many tried to hush him.

50.—In his great haste and joy he flung
away his garment. 5L—* What will yc?”
Jesus knew what Bartimseus and his com-
penion wanted, but He desired to awaken
a Q‘ruent feuling of need.

No mesns are used in working this
miracle but the mighty word of Jesus.

1. Many tried to hush the poor blind
man when he cried: they came between
him and Jesus. Let us not stand between
any soul and the Saviour ; and let us not
hllow any to come between us and our

er.

2. By nature all are spiritually blind.
Jesus the Saviour is ever passing by. Apply
to Him for sight, healing, complete salva-
tion. He is pledged to hear the crd of
faith. He opens the blind eyes, and enables
the redeemed sinner to “‘follow Jesusin
the way.”

3 ‘““They who received their sight from
Christ follow Him in the way. “‘The loss
of phyxsical sight is to man a t distress ;
but he is not so much troubled about his
soul's blindness.” “We must not be
hindered in our prayers by the devil or the
world, by flesh and blood.” ** ;:gy he
whom nothing restrains in his faith and
believing cry.”
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4. Think of the joy of Bartimaus and his
friends : there is joy in Heaven as well as
among the Saints on earth over a sinner
whose soul-blindness is removed.

S

Presbotery  Rinudes.

Presbytery of Halifax.

The Presbytery of Halifax met, ty per-
mission of Synod, in St. Andrew’s, zzpfst
July. Inter alia, after consultation, t was
agreed that the Clerk write to Messrs.
Alex. McLeod and James Fitzpatrick, con-
tinuing them at the stations to which they
had been appointed, and giving them the
privilege of exchanging as frequenty as
they may desire.

he Moderator reported the falfilnent
of his appointment to Spring Hill fo- the
ordination of the Elders elect, and gave the
name of George Fulton as represeniative
Elder. He also reported that Senatar Mec-
Farlane had intimated to him that the
Spring Hill Mining Company had granted
the request of the Presbytery and congre-
gation for a site for a Church, which was
thankfully accepted. The Clerk reported
that he had written to Mr. Morrison, of St.
John’s, as directed, and read Mr. Morrison’s
reply, thanking the Presbytery for the
interest taken in them, and for ths eupply
granted,

The Pmebﬁmery met again on the 6th
July. The Moderator reported that the
Spring Hill people voted unanimously in
favour of Union.

It was then unanimously agreed that the
remuneration of Catechists be paid at the
rate of $200 and board for the six months
of summer. Aﬁmed that Mr. McLeod be
appointed to Folleigh Mountain for three
months from the time he was sent there.
Also d that the Preshytery grant the
sum of $26 to Folleich Mountain for the
three months, to snﬂplcment the sum of
$75 to be raised by the people themselves.

The Moderator asked for an assessor
from the Presbytery to enable him to com-
plete his Session, one of the members being
from home. The Presbytery granted the
ﬁuut, and appointed J. g McDonald,

The Presbytery met again on the 7th,
and after the transaction of business, ad-

journed to meet in St. Matthew’s Church,

Halifax, on 3rd August, at 3 p. m.

The Presbytery met again on 14th Aug-
ust. Inter alia, the following matters were

agreed opon :—
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1st. Mr. Alex. McLeod was appointed
for six weeks more to Follcigh Mountain,
and Mr. McMillan was appointed Modera-
tor of the Kirk Session there.

2nd. The Remit on Union sent down b
Syned was considered, when, on motion, 1t
was agreed that it be sent down to the Secs-
sions within our Llounds, that they may
ascermin the minds of the congregations
there nnent, and report at a inecting of
Preshytery to be held in St. Andrew’s
Clmré), New Glasgow, on the 20th Octo-
ber next. at 8.15 o’clock, p. m.

3rd The Modefator reported fulfilment
of the instructions given to him at the pro
re naie meeting on 27th July. Mr. D. D.
Robergson haviog been re-called from St.
Johu's, no further appointments were given
to him.

4tb. It was moved by Rev. Mr. Grant,
and agreed to, that Rev. Mr. McMillan be
appointed to St. John’s for four or five
weeks, beginting with 23rd August, and
that while there, he as Clerk communicate
with the Colonial Committee with reference
to the circumstances of St. Andrew’s Church.
The Mocerator undertook the supply of
Truro for the 23rd August, and Rev. Mr.
Neish was appointed for 6th September.

The usual orders on the Treasurer hav-
ing been granted, the Presbytery adjourned
to meet at the time and place stated above.

JorN McMiLLaN, Clerk.

Presbytery of Pictou.

St. ANDREW'S CHBRCH,
Pictou, 26th Aug., 1874.

.Which time and >lace the Presbytery of
Pictou met according to appointment, and
was constituted with reading of the Scrip-
tures and prayer, by the Rev. Chas. Duun,
Moderator, with whom were present Rev.
A. W. Herdman, J. W. Fraser, J. McColl,
Geo. Coull, W. McMillan, and R. McCunb,
ministers.

Mioutes of last quarterly meeting, as also
ot meetings of 1st and 14th July, and
18th August, were read and sustained.

The Rev. J. McColl was unanimously
chosen to fill the Moderator’s chair for the
ensuing year, and Mr. McColl, being pre-
sent, took the chair accordingly.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,

‘thata vote of thanks be given to the re-
uning Moderator, for his punctuality and
attention to the duties of Mpodeutor during
his term of office.

Rev. W. McMillan, according to notice
given by him on occasion of his sppoint-
ment to the more important office of gynod
Clerk, resigned the office of Clerk to this
Presbytery, wherei?on Mr. Dunn moved,
2conded by Mr. McMillan, that Mr. Mc-
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Cunn be appointed to the office, and he
being present, took his seat at the Clerk’s
table accordingly.

A hearty and unanimous vote of thanks
was tendered to Mr. McMillan for the
admirable mapner in which he had dis-
charged *be duties of Clerk tor the past ten
years.

Agreed to appoint Rev. Messrs. Coull
and Fraser a committee to examine Mr. J.
C. Herdman, B. A., with a view to his
entering the Divinity Hall of Edinburgh
University.

Commissions were read and sustained in
favour of the following Elders, viz.:—

From Session of New Glasgow—Mr. Don-:
McDonald.

From Session of W. & E. B. East River—
J. Cumming, Esq.

From Session of Salt Springs—Mr. J. A.
McLean.

From Session of River John—Mr. A.
Stramberg.

From Session of Gairloch—Mr. W. Mc-
Donald.

From Scssion of Stellarton and Westville
—Mr. Chas. Fraser.

The following Elders were present with-
out Commissions, and were invited to sit
and deliberate at this meeting, viz. :—

Adam McKenzie, £:q., Barney’s River;
D. A. Fraser, Esq., Pic.ou; Mr. A. Mc-
Donald, McLennan’s Mountain.

Letters were rcad 1rom Messrs. Brodie
and Stews“t, requesting supply for their
pulpits for a few Sabbaths.

There was laid on the table, and read, a
call from the congregation of Barney’s
River in favoar of the Rev. A.J. McKichan,
accompanied with a bond in the usual form
for 380, and asking for supplement to the
amount of $350.

It was moved by Mr. McMillan, seconded
by Mr. Dunn, that the call be sustained.
It was accordingly put into Mr. McKichan’s
hands, who intimated his acceptance. The
Presbytery then proceeded to make arrange-
ments for his induction as follows:—Rer.
Mr. McMillan to preach at Barney’s River
on Sabbath, I3th September, and serve the
Edict. Induction to take place on Tues-
day, 22nd September at 11 a. m. Rer.
Mr. Murray to preach and preside. Mr.
Coull to address the pasior, and Mr. Herd-
man the people.

The following appointments for the cur-
rent quarter were Iagde :—

Lochaber, Sabbath, 6th Sept.—Mr. Mec-

Kichan.

W. B. E. R, Sabbath, 13th Sept.—Mr.
McCunn.

W. B. E. R, Sabbath, 4th Oct.—Mr.
Suther'and.
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W. B. E. R, Sabbath, 8th Nov.~Mr. Mur-

ray.
E. B. E. R, Sabbath, 20th Sept.—Mr.
Fraser.
E. B. E. R,, Sabbath, 18th Oct.—Mr. Mc-

Coll.

E. B. E. R,, Sabbath, 15th Nov.—Mr. Mc-
Millan.

Gairloch, Sabbath. 20th Sept.—Mr. Mec-
Kichan.

Gairioch, Sabbatb, 4th Oct.—Mr. Suther-
and.

McLellan’s Mountain, Sabbath, 6th Sept.
—Mr. Herdman.

MecLellan’s Mountain, Sabbath, 20th Sept.
~=Mr. Dunn.

McLellan’s Mountain, Sabbath, 11th Oct.

—Mr. Couli.

Messrs. McMillan, Dunn and the Clerk,
were appointed a committee to confer with
Supplemented congregations, and to super-
intend the working of the Lay Association
throughout the bounds of the Presbytery.

The Remit on Union was then taken up,
when it was moved by Mr. Fraser, seconded
by Mr. Herdman, and agreed to: * That,
while still adhering to the opinion expressed
at last quar(er]g meeting, that, io present
circumstances, the proposed Union is inad-
visable,—yet, inasmuch as the Basis and
Resolutions have since been somewhat
altered, this Presbytery agrees, in obedience
to the injunction of Synod, to send down
the amended Basis and Resolutions to the
several congregations, in order that their
decision thereanent may be ascertained
before the adjourned meeting of Preshy-
tery.”

Agreed to mcet, for the purpose of re-
ceiving returns from congregations, in St.
Andrew’s Church, Pictou, on Wednesday,
7th Octoher, at 11 a.m.

Agreed to grant the usual certificates to
Messrs. Sutherland, Stewart and McCunn,
to enable them to draw on the H. M. Board,
and Lay Association or Presbytery Tree-
surer.

Agreed to ask the H. M. Board for sup-
plement of $130, as requested by Trustees
of St. Matthew’s Church, Wallace.

The Clerk was instructed to forward a
}{’;esbyterial certificate to the Rev. D. Me-

e

The Committee appointed to es.amine
Mr. J. C. Herdman, B. A, repor:d that
they had found him prepared to pass a very
credital > examination, and the Clerk was
instructed to grant the necessary certificate.

The next quarterly meeting was ap-
goinwd to take place in St. Andrew’s

harch, Pietou, on the last Wednesday of
November, at 11 a. m., and this sederunt
was closed with the Benediction.

RoBerT McCuNN, Pres. Clerk.
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Hewos of the Church,

I. Our Own.
NEW BRUNSWICK.

In the PrespYTERY OF REsTi-
GoucHE, Dalhousie 1is still racant,
though supplied for the last menth by
Revd. T. Tallach. Bathurst cosgrega-
tion has been fortunate in securing the
services of Rev. Mr. Galbraith.

In the PRESBYTERY OF MIRAMICH]I,
Chatham is looking forward to :he re-
turn of its minister, Mr. Wilson, from
Scotland. It has been well supplied
with services during his absence. Rev.
Mr. Anderson of Newcastle, on iis re-
turn from Synod, was made the recipi-
ent of a very valuable and beautiful
set of silver-mounted harness. The
people ot this congregation have shown
their consideration of the pastor’s labors,
on previous occasions, and we are glad
to be able to record this additional token
of their appreciation of them. May he
long continue “in harness” among
them!

An attentive correspondent sends the
following news:—

The annoal pic-nic of St. James’s
Church Sabbath School, Newecastle, took
place on Wednesday, the 19th ulc., and
was att nded with even more than that
success which has. distinguished its pre-
vious gatherings of a similar description.
The weather proved most propitious, the
1ay heing one of the finest which we have
had this season. The children of the Sab-
bata School having marched in procession
from the Church to the public wharf, were,
with a Jarge number of their friends, safely
embarked on the steamer Andocer, which
had been charteied for the oceasion. Leav-
ing the wharf, the steamer went down the
river, and passing Douglastown and Chat-
ham, turned about at Middle Island. Re-
tracing her course to Newcastle, she there
gained several additions to her already
numerous party, and then proceeded to
Beanbear’s Island, the place selected tor
the day’s amusements. As a pic-nic
ground, this island is everything to be
desired, ahounding as it does with delec-
table groves, retired walks and pleasant
fields.

* Immediately on arrival, preparations
were commenced to give the children
dinner, their appetites being whetted by the
pleasant trip on the river. These com-
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pleted, the young folk soon found them-.
selves seated around the long rows of white
cloth, which, spread on the grass, were
covered with all the delicacies which could
please and tempt the taste.

It was needless to say that those disap-
peared in & manner which must have been
most gratifving to the several medical
gentlemen present. The children having
concluded their bounteous repast, and the
tables being replenished by the busy hands
of the ladies, the seniors followed, and did
justice to the good things, in a manner
which left but little room for the jutveniles
to boast. The children spent the rest of
the afternoon at different amusements.

'he swings were most extensively patro-

ized. Racing, jumping, &c., followed in
pood order, prizes heing awarded to the
siccesstul competitors. The rest of the
purty occupied themselves in different
ways, some by contributing to the amuse-
ment of the children, others by a ramble
over the island, or by short boating excur-
sions on theriver. The hour having arrived
for re-embarking, this was, after a few de-
lays, successfully accomplished. The
steamer again proceeded up the river,
until a good view of the extensive and in-
teresting works of I. C. R. R. Uridge
conld be obtained. Returning through the
Tickle, and passing Strawburg Marsh,
Newcastle was soon reached. Thus ended
this most enjoyable day, ali, both old and
voung, having enjoved themselves to their
eart’s content. The success must have
been most gratifying to Mr. Anderson, the
pastor, to the Sabbath school teachers
generally, and particalarly to the very
efficient Committec to whose exertions a
great measure of the success is due.

Tur congregation of St. Stephen's
Church, Blackriver, recently procared an
elegzant Pulpit Robe for the use of the
minister. 'oo much credit cannot be
piven to the committee of ladies 10 whom
the matter was so happily entrusted. The
gown was from the establishment of J. D.
Anderson, Montreal.

PrespyTERY OF ST. Joun, NB.—
We are corvy to learn that the Revi.
Simon Ialley. assistant to Revd. Dr.
Brooke, Fredericton, announced his
determination last month to leave these
Provinces on September 28th. The
chief reason assigred was the state of
his health, which was injuriously affect-
ed by this climate. Dr. Brooke,
though still vigorous, and always able to
take half of the pulpit services, requires
an active and zealous young man who
would visit, and take charge of the Sun-
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day School and other departments ot
the work of the parish.  We ure sadly
in need of such men, but not likely to
get them, if appearances go for any-
thing. The Presbytery, while regetting
the loss of a clergyman so able as Mr.
Halley, released him as desired, and
granted him the usual Presbyterial cer-
tificate.

The Preshytery met in St. Stephen’s
Church, St. Jobn, on the 19th August.
for the irduction of the Rev. Mr Mac-
Rae. The evening was fine, and there
wasa fair attendance of the congregation.
Revd. Mr. Halley preaclied a thoughtful
sermon from Rev. 2- 10:  Be thou
faithful unto death,” &c¢. He dwelt
chiefly upon the principles which under-
lie fidelity, and made a few vemarks
on the reward of fidelity, concluding
with an appeal to the people as to
whether they were faithful.  The Revd.
Dr. Brooke, as senior member of Presby-
tery, put the prescribed questions to
Mr. MacRae, and then, having formally
admitted him to the pastorate of the
Church, addressed him 1n suitable terms
as to his duties. Mr. Begg addressed
the people, and closed the meeting with
the benediction.

We heartily congratulate St. Stephen’s
congregation on their good fortune in se-
curing the services of Mr. MacRae. He
is just the man for the place, we should
say. He is blessed with a good measure
of hezlth, and bhe has had experience
and preparation enough to fit hin for
the arduous duties on which he hasx
entered : he has mwore than an average
degree of mental acuteness and ability,
is thoroughly well-read in all depart-
ments of literature, and, what is more
and more needed in these days of
thoughtful but more frequently unthink-
ing Scepticism, he is catholic in his
sympathies, and can look at a question.
calmly from all points of view, allowing
for difference of opinion without com-
promising truth. He thus is likely t
secure the attention and confidence of a
large and ever-increasing class, ot the
voung especially,in our cities, who, hav-
ing lost all sympathy with the bald and
old-fashioned ways of preaching and
stating doctrine, are in danger of be-
lieving everything or nothing, and
falling away trom all church conunection.
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We wish him success in his work, and
we think that that will not be wanting.
His congregation scem disposed to woﬁ(
along with him, and already thereis
promise of an increase.

Mr. Begg having been asked to doso,
has kindly forwarded his address to the
St. Stephen’s congregation, to the Re-
cord. It will be found on another page
of this iesue.

NOVA SCOTIA.

From Pictou, Mr. Herdman sends
the following :—

John Crerar, Esq., together with Mrs.
Crerar and family, being about to leave
Pictou to reside for some time in Britain,
were waited upon on Monday, by a depu-
tation of gentlemen of that town, and rre-
sented with an address expressive of the
high estimation in which both are held by
he community, and general regrst at their
departure. Mr. Crerar had been previous!
waited apon by members of St. Andrew’s
Session, who presented him with an eddress
expressive of their personal regard, sense
of their appreciation of his attachment to
ordinances, and liberality to the new Church,
and their hope that he might yet return
and make his final home in Pictou, Nova
Scotia. Mr. Crerar gave a suitable reply.

To all which we cordially add—
Amen. Every one in Pictou, and a
great many out of it, know Mr. Crerar,
and to know is to love and esteemn him.
That he can live away from Pictou,
we very much doubt, so we look for his
speedy return.

Mr. Herdman and his sons visited
Pictou Island on the last Sabbath of
July, and held three services, the inter-
mediate one being for the Sunday
School, and conducted by the young
gentlemen. A collection was taken for
the Foreign Mission, amounting to over
813, as large a sum ar that given by
some congregations. Well done, Pictou
Island !

THE Rev. James Murray, late of Dal-
housie, N. B., was, on the 18th August,
admitted to the pastoral charge of
Wallace, Cumberland Co., made vacant
by the translation of Rev. James Ander-
son to Newcastle, N.B.

Tre Rev. Mr. McKichan, late of
Kinlochluchart, Scotland, recently sent
to Nova Scotia under the auspices of
the Colonial Committee, has accepted
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a call from Barney’s River, and is to be
inducted to said charge on the 22ud
September.

Tue Rev. Mr. Stewart has received
three month’s leave of absence from his
congregation, apd he and Mis. 8. are
now taking their holiday across the
“ Pond ” in their dear native land.

Our two Catechists in Cape Breton
are doing faithful work, we are informed
by several correspondents. Mr. John
McLean sends the following brief report
of his first month in River Inhabitants:

To the Editor of the Record :

DizaAR Sir,—Although the hospitality
f the people of Cape Breton is already
‘known and read of all men,” I cannot
refrain from giving expression to my feel
iogs of gratitade for the kindness shown
me this summer by all with whom I came
in contact. When I landed at Port Hast-
ings I was kindly invited to remain, during
my stay there, at I). M. Sutherland’s,
Esq., whose acts of kindness ¢> me last
year, also, I cannot easily forget. After a
week’s stay, 1 was conveyed to Mr. R.
Cameron’s, River Inhabitants, under whose
roof I received free and mnsparing hospi-
tality during my ap;ofatment to that
place. We assembled in the Church, on the
first Sabbath of May, as was announced in
the April namber of the Record. The
attendance was very good, hlthough the
roads werc exceedingly muddy, and the
weather anything but pleasant. Each sac-
cessive Sabbath the meetings were more
numerously attended, till the last, when
the charch was pretty well filled. The
attention was also good. The people, par-
ticularly the youny, seemed anxious to
hear the Word. Considering this fact,
and also the many fascinations there are
now-a-days to corrupt the minds of the
young, I counld not but feel sad to think
thut the church, in all probability, would
be closed for the next twelve months,
thus depriving them of the opportunity of
assembling themselves together.

1 found the people exceedingly kind and
obliging. On several occasions, different
persons wished to unharness the horses
with which they were plowing to drive me
wherever I wished to go at the time, and
would have done so, were it not that I in-
sisted that my health, which was very
muach relaxed, would be the better of a
walk. The time, however, of my appoint-
ment to this warm-hearted people was soon
numbered with the past,-for at the end of a
mouth I had to hid them good-bye, and
leave for Loch Lomond.
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Havirax PressyTery. — The
“ Manse Movement ” is being prosecu-
ted with cnergy. The Manses of St.
Andrew’s, Halifax, and Truro, are to be
finished next month. The new Manse
of St. Matthew’s, Halifax, has been
commenced, and is to be ready for oc-
cupation next May. It is being erected
on the lot to the south of the old one,
which has been purchased by G. P.
Mitchell, Esq., one of the Trustees of the
congregation. The building will be of
brick, with mastic front, 88 by 29 feet,
and will have two storys and pitch roof,
besides  basement, and will contain
eleven or twelve apartments, in addition
to kitchen, bath-roomn, &c. As a private
residence, it will be substantial and com-
modious; as a manse, convenient and
complete in all its arrangements. Mr.
Brookfield is the builder,—his tender
for the coutract, we believe, being
$6.400. Richmond is now the only
ong of the six charges in Halifax Pres-
bytery that is without a Manse. Are
the good people near the depot willing
to remain long in that marked con-
dition ?

St. Andrew’s S. S. Pic-Nic.—The
annual pic-nic of the Sabbath School of
St. Andrew’s Church, Halifax, was held
at McNab’s Island, on Wednesday, 12th
ult. The weather proved very favora-
ble, and the scholars, with their
teachers, gathered at the school-room
at 9 o’clock, and marched in procession
to the Roval Engineer’s wharf, whither
they embarked in the steam-tug
« Goliah ” for the Island. As on form-
er occasions, refreshments in abundance
bad been forwarded by the liberality
of the congregation, and amusements
by the teachers, so that every want
might be supplied; and these were
taken advantage of most heartily. In
the afternoon, a large number of visitors
went down to the zcene of festivities.
Before leaving the grounds, the scholars
were assemnbled on raised seats, and
addressed by Rev. Mr. Campbell; and,
after singing one or two hymns, and the
National Anthem, the company prepar-
ed for their homeward voyage, whither
they arrived with happy hearts and
smiling faces, all agreeing—both old
and young—that the pic-me of 1874
was the pleasantest and most satisfactory
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one of the long series they have partici-
pated in. It is to the good management
of Superintendent and Teachers that
such a favorable result to the day’s pas-
time is to be attributed.

Truro.—St. Paul's congregation has
recently given evidence of increased
spirituality and thoughttulness that must
be encouraging to the pastor whose ser-
vices are employed in their welfare. It is
with great pleasure we learn that the
last dispensation of the Lord’s Supper
was blessed with an unusual manifestation
of the Master's presence, and that no
less than twenty persons were admitted
to church membership, and publicly de-
voted their lives to rlis services. We
observe, also, that the people have
granted the minister six week’s holidays.
and presented him with a purse of 854
previous to leaving them on his tour of

leasure. But, by the minutes of the
f’resbyter,\' of Halifax, we see that Mr.
McMillan proposer spending his time
not altogether for his own gratification,
for he has, with commendable self-
deniai, gone on a mission to Newfound-
land, to make up for the lack of ordin-
ances in St. Andrews Church, St.
John’s.  While watering others, we
trust his own sonl may be abundantly
watered, and that he may return to his
flock doubly blessed, after the agreeable
change of scene and labors.

Fawleigh Mountain and Lake. —
Mr. McLeod has been acting as Cate-
chist at these stations. He was to have
been sent to P. E. Island after the first

uarter, but the people were so urgent
that he consented to remain with them
another month. At the Lake, the
people are nearly all of Scetch descent,
and in visiting among them he always
receives a Highland welcome. Both
Sabbath school and prayer meeting are
doing well at the Lake, because of the
number of parents and friends who
attend the former, and the number of
Christian men who assist at the latter.
Many of the residents near the Lake
are there, however, only temporarily,
the ground being rocky and not well
adapted for farming. The Sister Church
give supply to the people at the Moun-
tain, but, as their missionaries have ser-
vice in the afternoon, there is no clash-
ing with Mr. McLeod’s hours. Abont
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the middle of this month, he proceeds to
P. E. Islanl to give six weeks of his
tim to St. Peter’s and Brackley Point
Roads, where the people are without a
minister, a condition that too many of
our congregations are now in.

Spring Hill Mines—The Revd. J.
F. Camplell has given part of his
summers holidays to this interesting
field, previous to going to the S. S.
Convention at Yarmouth, and the Y. M.
C. A. Convention at Fredericton. He
dispensed the Sacrament «of the Lord’s
Supper at Spring Hill on August 23rd.
There were 20 new communicants, 11
of these by profession of faith. Several
others held back who had found the
Lord, but who were unwilling to profess
their faith precipitately. Senator Mac-
Farlane has kindly promised, on behalf
of the company, a suitable site for a new
Church.

ST. Jonx’s, NEwroUNDLAND.—This
congregation is also vacant. The minis-
ter of Truro has kindly given five weeks
out of his vacation of six to it, that the
people may have some supply. What
a formidable list of vacancies we have !
Two in Halifax Presbytery, two in
Pictou, two in Cape Breton, two in St.
John, one in Restigouche, three in P. E.
Island, and only one missionary within
the bounds of the Synod!

WE understand that James C. Herd-
man, B. A, of Dalhousie College,
Halifax, has been examined by the
Presbytery of Pictou, and by them
certified to the University of Edinburgh
that he may enter upon his Theological
studies there. He goes to study for the
Ministry, but untrammelled by any
conditions, and independently of the
aid of Synod funds.

PRESBYTERY OF P.E. L

Revd. Mr. Duncan has been seriously
unwell for four or five wecks, but his
afflictions are to him only new marks of
the loving-kindness of the Lord. His
congregation continue to grow in
grace, and therefore in love to their
pastor. During his sickness, all the
ordinary and extraordinary meetings
for prayer and praise and mutual im-
provement have been so well sustained
that the pastor, who is generally indis-

‘and is interesting as usual.
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pensable, is really not ‘wissed, though
always lovingly remembered. Oh that
it were so in all our congregations !

THE Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
has been dispensed this summer at De
Sable by the Revds. Neil Mackay and
Mr. Carr of the Sister Church. This is
indeed good news. About 400 Commu-
nicants partook at the tables.

‘Ine Revd. P. Melville has given
much time to the Orwell Head cougre-
gation. His services are highly appre-
ciated. He blears a great love for the
people, and they reciprecate his affec-
tion.

II1. Our Church in Ontario and
Quebec.

The Minutes of the Synod held in
Ottawa are now before us, and we find
them very interesting reading. There is
much of life and love, of faith and work,
in the Kirk in the Upper Provinces. Its
French Mission and Manitoba Mission
promise well, as we might expect from
the names of the Conveners, Dr. Jenkins
and Revd. D. J. MacDonnell. The re-
Bort of the Indian Orphanage and

uvenile Mission Scheme is submitted
as usual by the Secretary, Miss Machar,
She reports
a steadily increasing interest in the
mission from year to year. This year
the contributions amounted to $105,
She says: * Besides sending larger re-
mittances than last year to the other
objects supported, we have this year
been enabled to undertake the support
of an interesting Zenana Mission in
Calcutta. . . In connection with this,
a Juvenile Union Missionary Society in
Montreal have undertak .. the support
of a High-Caste female school held in the
Zenana. . . . Thirty-three children are
attending and receiving Christian in-
struction.” The number of Orphans
supported by this Scheme is 42.

The Revd. D. M. Gordon’s report of
the Mission to the Lumbermen in the
Valley of the Ottawa shows a great
deal of useful work accomplished at
very little cost of money.

The report on Christian Life and
Work by the Revd. Dancan Morrison,
the devoted minister of Owen Sound, is
as valuable and suggestive as bhis last



THE OHURCH

year's report, which was copied in exten-
so in the Home and Foreign Record of
the Church of Scotland, and extensively
quioted from by many religious periodi-
cals.

‘The report of the Trustees of Queen’s
College shows an encouraging state of
affairs. The number of students last
winter in Arts and Theology was 60,
viz.,, 51 in the former and 9 in the
latter; and, according to present pros-
bects, the attendance next session will

larger. Two extra courses of lectures
were given to the Divinity Students—
one on Science and Revelation by the
Revd. Dr. George Bell, the other on
Pastoral Theology by the Revd. Dr.
denking, men admirably qualified to
discourse on the subjects selected by
them.

The report of the Presbyteriun shows
the circulation to be 8575. We ques-
tion if there is a Church in Christendom
whose Record is taken by so large an
average of its members. It used to be
very different; but Mr. Lang’s plan of
cheapening the paper and getting it
taken congregationally, and Mr. Croil’s
excellent editing, have brought about
the present gratfying state of affairs.

The last number furnishes the follow-
ing facts :—Rev. J. B. Muir was induct-
ed to the charge of Huntingden, recent-
ly. Revs. Messrs. Wytson of the Canada
Presbyterian Church, and P. Rogers ot
the Methodist Church, being present,
were invited to sit with the Presbytery
—=a good indication of a Union senti-
ment. Many of the clergymen are
temporarily absent from their charges on
excursions.

The minister of St. Andrew’s, Kings-
ton, has gone 16 Scotland for the benefit
of his health. Rev. Messrs. Burnet of
Martintown, Wilson of Nawark, and
Canning of Oxford, have also taken a
trip to the other side of the water.
Rev. Mr. Campbell of St. Gabriel’s, is
off to the Upper Ottawa; Mr. Gordon
of Ottawa, down to the Gulf; Dr. Bain
of Perth, away to far-oft Manitoba ; and
Gavin_Lang is rusticating at Lachine.
Rev. Mr. Livingston bas demitted his
charge of Pittsburgh, and his demission
has been accepted with reluctance. A
new church has been opened at New
Lowell, capable of seating about 300
persons—and it has been banded over
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to the trustees, free of debt. Mr Mal-
colm McGillivary has been laboring at
this station for some tune as missionary.
—A new manse is being erected for the
Rev. John Bennet. of Almonte, to cost
$5000.— A missionary from the Colonial
Committee, Rev. Mr. Barnhill, has gone
west to enter upon miissionary labors
there.

Tue September Freshyterian says
that * arrangements have been inade
for the induction of Revd. Neil Brodie,
of Gairloch, N. 8., to Lochicl congrega-
tion, Presbytery of Glengarry.”

II1. The Church of Scotland.

The Revd. D. Leishman of Govan, a
man who figured prominently in the
history of the Church, between the

cars 1840 and 1845, has departed this
ife. Our old friend, Rev. Allan Pollok,
had been acting as his assistant for the
Jast year, and we hope to be able soon
to congratulate him on being appointed
to the charge, which is one of the best—
if not the best in point of stipend—in all
Scotland. Fhe patrons ar: the Senate
of Glasgow University, for the new
Patronage  Act does not come into
operation until Jan. 1st, 1875.

According to the new Patronage Act,
each congregation of the Church of
Scotland is now vested absolutely with
the right of appointing its minister, it
being left to the General Assembly to
define the word * Congregation.” The
* Congregation ” will probably be made
to include Commainicants, male and
female, and perhaps, also, such adherznts
as regular pew-holders, sitters, &c

What the effeet of the new Pa.ronage
law on the Church of Scotland may be,
it is very difficult tosay. Much will
depend on the attitude taken by the
General Assembly. If it uses the van-
tage-ground it now occupies to con-
cihiate the other Churches,—if, for ex-
ample, it makes such regulations for the
Highland parishes that where the con-

gation is small, the members of the
‘ree Church shall be allowed to vote
for the minister, and allowed to elect a
minister of the Free Church, then the
effect will be to strengthen her, no mat-
ter wkat keen and violent sectaries ma
do or ay. But if the vantage-groun
t0 generously given by Parliament be
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used merely to proselytize and irritate
Sister Churches, the effect will be to
hasten her dis-establishment. Even as
it is, one of her po’itical bulwarks has
been taken from her, thoughtthe gain
she must reccive from being popularized
in accordance with the traditions of
Scottislt Presbyterianism will probably
more than i:zke up for the loss. We
hope for the best.

Ix presenting the report of Rev. J. F.
Cawmpbell with reference to Spring Hill,
published in our columns a tew months
ago, to the readers of the Home and
Foreign Record, the editor hopes that
“ this report may be the means of
encoura]gmg niinisters at home, as well
as in Nova Scotia, to approach men
in these times of special blessing in the
confidence that the Lord the Spirit has
been before us, and is with us to work,
if in working we really seek and expect
the conversion of sinners.” Why
should not all Christians so act ?

Missioxaries For Ixpra.— The
Presbytex:i' of Edinburgh have ordained
the Rev. James Jollie as assistant Chap-
lain on the Madras Establishment, and
the Rev. John Anderson as aissionary
to Darjeeling.

Tae Church at Home is appealing
for a qualified Medical Lady Missionary
to to the Poona Zenana Mission
in India, who is willing to devote her
self to the care of ladies and childreén in
sickness.

THE return of communicantsin the
Church of Scotland recently issuecd,
shows that the two parish churcles in
Leith contain the larrest number of
communicants with the exception of
Forfar. South Leith has upwards of
2500 on the roll, and as the. church is
only seated for about 1300, great diffi-
culty is experienced in obtaining seats.

e collegiate charge was recently
abolished, and the Rev. Mr. Whyte ap-

inted as assistant to the Rev. James

fitchell.  The parish having increased
so rapidly, more church accommodation
was required. For this object subscrip-
tions were freely offered,and a handsome
new church, capable of holding 1200
persons, will shortly be erected within
the burgh, at a eoet of £600v.
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Late Rev. Wy, BELL, OF SaAN-
QUHAR.~TheChurch of Scotland haslate-
ly lost a steady adherent and faithful ser-
vant in the .Rev. Wm. Bell, formerly
minister ot Pittsburg, in his native
country, Canada, and latterly assistant
minister of Sanquhar, Dumfriesshire.
Early in life he decided on devoting
himself to God’s service in the ministry,
and for this purpose left his native coun-
try to study in Edinburgh. Here, with
slender means and a few friends, his life
was for some years a trying one; buta
sinple childhike trust in his Heavenly
Father’s care and love cheered and
supported him. After having passed
his examinations most creditably, he re-
turned to Canada, and was appointed
minister of Pittsburg—an appointment
which he was soon obliged to resign, as
the climate did not suit him. His work
in Scotland was for the most partin
country parishes ; but he had also city
experience in the Grassmarket of Edin-
burgh, where he assisted the Rev. Dr.
Robertson in his parochial duties. Mr.
Bell made various changes in search of
health ; but the disease that finally re-
moved him steadily gained ground, and
whilst he was still discharging lus duty
as assjstant in Sanqubar, such serious
symptoms appeared as necessitated rest.
Tbi:ll be sought at Blawlowen Logie, in
April.

r':I’here his strength gradually decreas-
ed until 3rd June, when, at the early
age of 86, he entered into the rest which
remaineth for the people of God.

IV. Other Churches.

This section might be made long
enough to fill the whole Recerd. First,
as to our Sister Church in these Lower
Provinces, she is to be congratulated
heartily on the prosperous condition of
her Trinidad Mission. The founder of
it, Rev. Mr. Morton, has been here for
the last three months, and his icterest-
ing addresses have awakened a strong
interest in the work. All who knew
Rev. Messrs. Grant and Christie know
that they are like-winded with Mr.
Morton. Three such missionaries would
be acredit to any Church. Their mission
claims our sympathy on special grounds,
in addition to the general feeling we all
bave in favour of Foreign Mission work.
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Many of the Coolies return to India
when the periods for which they are in-
dentured expire. If converted to the
Lord, they take the faith to the dense
masses of their fellow-countrymen in
India. Others settle in Trinidad, and
become * natives,” near neighbours of
our own, and the class on which the fu-
ture of Trinidad must to a great extent
depend.

The support given to the mission by
the surrounding planters of’ various de-
nominations, is the best possible certifi-
cate of the wisdom and success with
which 1t has been carried on.  Mr. Mor-
ton’s improved health speaks well for the
climate.

The Foreign Missions of the Great
Presbyterin Church of the United States
seem to extend over all heathendom,~
China, Siam, India, Persia, Asia Minor,
the Indian tribes of the Republic, Mexi-
co, &. The sum expended last year
was over $600,000. What a noble con-
tribution from one church, inspired by
love to the Master, and love for the
souls of our heathen brothers and
sisters! Union has certainly been
blessed of the Lord in the States.
More is done for the Lord, and less for
sectarianism. Hence a gain on both
sides.

Rev. PrinciPAL FAIRBAIRN, of the
Free Church College, Glasgow, was
found dead in his bed on the 7th ult.
His loss will be keenly felt, not only in
the :mmediate department in which be
occupied so prominent a place, tut
throughout the whole Church. His
fane as atheologianand scholastic author
is wide-spread and acknowledged.

OcR Sister Church has to lament the
loss of a valuable acquisition to her
ranks in the ministry, in the persen of
|Mr. Roderick McLeod, a Glasgow
student, who sailed from the Clyde, on
the 8th of April last, in the steamship
Trojan, but which vessel has not since
becn heard of. He was to have pro-
ceeded to N. E. Mlargaree, Cape
Breton, on his arrival.  Being a fluent
Gaelic  speaker, his services would
doubtless have been much appreciated.

IT is rumored in Criefl as not unlike-
_y that the Rev. Dr. Cuninglam will
be appointed to the Chair of Caurch
History in Glasgow University.
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Intelligence.

SEVERAL of the Halifax pulpits bave
been supplied by distinguished Clerical
gentlemen from abroad during the past
month. Rev. Geo. Hepworth, of New
York, who, it will be remembered,
caused a good deal of sensation in
the Unitarian Churches of America a
few years ago, in conseyuence of his ru-
nunciation of that doctrine and em-
bracing the Orthodox Creed, was
among the number.

A vanrieTyY of religious services are
held in the rooms of the Y. M. C. A, in
this city, on the Sabbath, and also on
week-day mornings. Besides the ordin-
ary meetings for prayer, &e., there is held
what are called “ Praise Meetings "—an
hour devoted to singing sacred hymns,
reciting the praises of (sod as contained
in some passage of Scripture, and short
addresses on Praise. At other times
“ Promise meetings” are held, when
the * promise: ” of God are the prin-
cial feature in the excercises. H. Thane
Miller, Esq., of Cincinnati, takes a
deep interest in these gatherings, which
are largely attended. It appears they
are very popular in the United States.

Tae Annual Convention of the Y.
M. C. Association was held at Frederic-
ton, N. B., the first week ot the present
month. Governor Tilley presided at the
opening meeting, and ex-Governor

Vilmot delivervd the address of wel-
come. The officers of the Convention
were appointed as follows :—

Presulent, J. K. Blair, of Truro; Vice-
Presidents, H. Thane Miller, Cincinnati:
Judge Hensley, Charlottetown; H. Prim-
rose, Pictou; C. H. B. Fisher, Frederic-
ton: W. J. Beck, Antigonish; H. J.
Thorne, St. John; Secrctaries, W. B.
McNutt, Halifax ; Joshna Clawson, St.
John ; and James Watts, Woedstock.

The Convention of Sabbath School
Workers, at Yarmouth, whose sittings
bave just closed. was very numerously
attended, and created quite an interest
in the town; and no doubt the benufit
of it will be felt wherever the influence
of the representatives present extend.
A mass meeting of Sabbath school chil-
dren was one of the tcatures of the oc-
casion.
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Tae LittLe WANDERERS, inmates
of a home in Boston bearing their
name, greatly delighted laroge audi-
ences in Halifax on the Sabbath and
week-day evenings intervening between
the 14th and 18th of last month, with
their sweet singing  and  attractive
appearance. Rev.  Mr. Toles, the
Superintendent, accompanied them, and
detailed the plan and operatious of the
Home, which show it to Le an institu-
tion blessed of God and a blessing to the
people of the United States. These
mectings were held respectively in the
two Baptist Churches, St. John's and
St. Ma'thew’s, and Argyle Hall.

A New House of Worship, in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland, is to
be erected in the West end of London,
the Synod of the Church having resolved
upon taking steps with a view to that
purpose at its last meeting, which steps
have been sanctioned by the General
Assemblv. The Lord Advocate, Sir
Jawmes Elphinstone, Sir Rubert Anstru-
ther, Reve Mr. Gunn, the Moderator,
and Rev. R. Mackersey, the Clerk of
Synod. and other gentlemen, have the
matter in hand, and subscribers are
furnishing the necessary funds.

Tae BercHER Case.—The exam-
ining Committee, corsisting of the most
honorable and reliable men in Ply-
mouth Church, have completely exoner-
ated Heory Ward Beecher from the
charges that were brought against him.
We always expected this, and wonder-
ed that any one could expect otherwise.
The men that heard Beecher at the
Evangelical Alliance in New York,
that read his Yale lectures, and his ser-
mons and lecture-room talks for the last
ten years; that marked his wonderful
spiritual insight, delicacy, and truth,—
could no more belicve Lim a monster of
hypocrisy and vice all those long years,
than they could believe hiw able to fly
or to jump off’ his shadow.

It i xaid now that he has been weak,
or indiscreet.  Who has not? What
poet, what great preacher, what large-
hearted, senative man at any rate, has
not ?

Henry Ward Beecher is innocent,
and every one that knows he was
charged with guilt should know and re-
Joice in the fact. Cox.
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A 8ECRET society called the Confra-
ternity of the Blessed Sacrament of the
Body aud Blood of Christ, whose object
seems to be to propagate Romish prin-
ciples among Protestauts, has been ine
troduced, it seems, into Ireland. The
existence of the society has been
accidentally discovered. It embraces
ninety-five branches, each of which has
its own ward, under the direction of a
Reverend Superior who is in each case
a winister of the Anglican Church.
Awmong  other things, * iutercession
papers” ave issued regrularly.  Prayers
for the dead are often solicited. Among
others, twelve departed unnisters of the
English Church are prayed for, some of
whom died nine years ago.—[Presby-
terian.

We are sorry to say that the same
society has members in Halitax. At
the late meeting of the Episcopal Synod,
in this city, the matter was brought to
the attenticn of that Court in the follow-
ing manner, as we see by the report of
proceedings :—

“ Mr. Lynch asked Dr. Gilpin if his
name had been inserted m tae list of
members of the Counfraternity of the
Blessed Sacrament without his consent.
Mr. Lynch mentioned that he had
learned from a pamphlet largely circu-
lated through the Diocese that the Doc-
tor was a member of a sceret society
known as ‘ The Confraternity of the
Blessed Sacrament, and as he had been
recently appointed to oue of the highest
offices in the Diocese, (Archideacon), he,
Mr. Lynch, betore making any com-
ments in respect thereto, wished to
know if he was a mewber of that So-
ciety.”

Dr. Gilpin having replied that he is a
member ot the Confraternity, but deny-
ing that it is a secret socicty in any sense
of the word, Mr. Lynch gave notice of
motion that the subject would be
brought forward next session of Synod.

Tue Revival in Scotland stands the
test of time. At the close of the meet-
ing of the General \ssembly, a confer-
ence of ministers and elders—presided
over by Lord Polwarth—was held, at
which testimony was given by men
representing various shades of thought
in the Church to the genuinenes
and extent and blessedness of the



THE CHURCH

movement. All the churches give
similar testimony. Never since the
Reformation bas Scotland had such an
ingathering iuto the Master's Kingdom.
Many portions of our own Dominion,
notably Prince Edward Island, have
shared in a similar blessing. Oh! that
the Lord woull visit all the tribes
of Isracl! ¢ Wilt thou not revive us
again ?”

Tue OLp Catnoric CoNGRESS.—
The congress of the Old Catholics was
to have been opened on the 6th inst.,
at Freiburg-iu-Breisgau.  Mewbers of
other Christian Churches were, as on
former occasions, invited, and English,
Awmerican, and Russian sympatzers
were expected.  The congress will en-
deavor to obtain, as in Drussia, a law
similar to that alrcady passed in Baden,
wiving them a share in property belong-
ine 1o the Roman Cathglicp:)h)\:rch. i
will alro be proposed that priests should
be chiosen by their flocks, and that Church
property should be managed by a com-
mittee elected by the communities, sub-
jueet. in all cases, to the approval of the
Government.  The regulations lately
adopted by the Old Catholics in Switzer-
land will likewise be discussed.

Tue Greek Crurcn.—The Russian
Ggzette of Moscow learns that some im-
portant modifications are contemplated
1w the inner organization of the Russian
Church. At present, candidates for holy
orders are required to marry before
they are made deacons, and should they
subsequently become widowers they for-
feit their ehgibility for the office of bish-
up, unless they-previously take monas-
tic vows and enter a religious order.
This condition deters a good many
emincnt divines from accepting episcopal
prowotivn. It is now proposed to leave
1t with the bishops to require marn
a% & pre-requisite to the making of dea-
cons or the ordaining of pri or not,
at their own discretion, and also to
admit unmarried or widowed priests
to the episcopal office provided they
have passed their 40th year.

‘ FREQUENT anonymous gifts of £1000
to national and metropolitan charities
have appeared in the English papers. The
|Central News believes the donor * who
‘loes good by stealth and blushes to find
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it fame ” to be no less a personage than
Queen Victoria, who will have given
away upwards of £100,000 in this man-
ner.

- -
Reply of the Governor-General to
the Synod’s Address of 1873.

Halifuz, Aug. 5th, 1873.

Sir,—I am directed by the Governor-
General to enclose to you His Excel-
lency’s reply to the Address of the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of
the Maritime Provinces.

1 Aave the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obed’t servant,
H. C. FLETCHER,
Governor's Secy.
The Rer. P. Keay, 8t. Andrew's, New
Brunswick.

To the Ministers and Elders of the Pyes-
byterian Church of the Mariime
LProvinces :

GeNTLEMEN,—It has been my
fortune, on previous occasions, t0 have
bad the honor of receiving deputations
from the Presbyterian Church in this
country.

From all these deputafions I have
heard, with deep satisfaction, expressions
of lovalty to the Crown, and of content-
ment with the political constitution
under which they live. )

Owing to the fortunate circumstances
of my lite, I have passed many years in
the midst of a Presbyterian population.
and 1 can only repeat what I have said on
other occasions, that I have had frequent
opportunities of observing the beneficial
intluence which the Presbyterian Church
exercised on its congregations, and of
remarking to how great an extent in-
dustry, christian charity and other vir-
tues which adorn high civilization flour-
ish under the eflect of its teaching. I
feel certain that similar good influences
will be found to exist in the Churches of
Halifax and of Nova Scotia generally.

I thank you, as Her Majesty’s Repre-
sentative, for your loyal expmions of
attachment to the Crown, in which I
feel that all sections of religious denomi-
nations will cordially concur, although I
may, without any prejudice to other
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communities, repeat that amon§ none
do loyal sentiments show themselves in
s more satisfactory manner than among
those who have had the benefit of be-
lo:iging to the Presbyterian Church.

n conclusion, I beg td return you my
sincere, acknow ents on behalf of
Lady Dufferin and myself, for the cor-
dial welcome you have accorded us, and
to asure you of the pleasure we both
feel in visiting so important a city as
Halifax, and of becoming acquainted
with the people of Nova Scotia.

Halifaz, Aug. 5th, 1873.

“ A Day's work in Musquodoboit,”
we have been compelled to defer till
next month, as it did not reach us in
time for the present issue.

NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDG-
MENTS.

ERRATUM.

At 12 of the August No. of the

gm%ﬂ!r@nmng at the Sgtlﬁoline

m the top of the page, read ss follows,
instead of as in the .ﬁ:gord —

“It was moved in amendment by Rev.
R. McCunn, seconded by the Rev. C. Dunn,
that the returns to the remit do not war-
rant this Synod in taking immediate steps
towards the consummation of the proposed
re-union, butthatin the altered circumstance
of the Basis and Resolutions, the Synod
agrees to the plan suggested in the resolu-
tion just moved.

The Rev. Mr. Grant declared that Mr.
MoCunn's Résolution was not an amend-
meént to his motion, and could only be put
as a substantive motion, as he was sure that
the whole court would assent toit. He
acoordingly withdrew his, that he might
vote for Mr. McCunn’s, which was then put,
and carried unanimously.

. Mr. Grant then moved his original mo-
tion, which was Al”so put to the meeting and

nem. oOR.

In my haste to have the minutes ready
for the August number, the °‘omission”
of which the above is a correction, unin-
tentionally occurred, and I sincerely regret
the annoyance it has caused those more im-
mediately concerned, by the false position
in which they have been made, in the
meantime, to appear before the public,

W. McMiLLAN, Synod Clerk.

Salt Springs, Aug., 1574

THE YOUNG MEN'S BURSARY COMMITTER
New Giasgom, on Wodnentag, S1at vt ok
ew w, on Wedn y , ot
7odlock, p . All intendig applicants

TME MONTHLY REBCORD.

should immadiately farvarl their appliea-
tions, with testimonials, tothe Convener;and
those applying for the first time should at-
tend the moeting at New Glasgow.

Jas. FRasgr CampBeLL, Convener.

W(DOWS AND ORPHANS FUND,

St. Matthew's, Halifax: —
Cathcart Thomson's last in-
stalment on $30. ........$20 00
Mr. W. Lawsons, last instal-
menton $30.............. 20 00
J. ggtley, last instalment on

Ceesitesierniccncese-. D 00545 00
St. Andrew's, Halifax :—
J. J. Scriven, last instalment
on$M0 ... .....00.......810 00

J. Taylor, last instalment on
$40. .00 tieiiiniccnaana.. 12 50 23 50

s e

£67 50
W. C. MExziEs, Treasurer.
Hulifaz, Sept. 4, 1874.
YOUNG MEN'S BURSARY FUND.
CohliTRichmond. per Rev. H. Mec-
1
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*  Dalhousie, per Rev. T.
Talloch......co0t ceveconnnses. 17 00

$23 00

W. C. Mexsixs, Treasurer.
Halifaz, Sept. 4, 1874

Rev. P. Melville acknowledges, with much
itude, the following donations for build-
ing & Church at Montague Bridge, P. E. I.:—

Rev. G. M. Grant, Halifax.........$ 10 00
.. Murdoch, W . 1000
John Gibson, “ ceee- . 10 00
Alex. McLeod, “ . 10 00
Doull & Miller, o 10 00
John W. Young, * ... 10 00
J.F. Avery, M. D. * | 16 00
Geo. P. Mitchell, ¢ | 10 00
Mrs. Joha n, veee 10 00
Mrs. John Taylor, Tobin Street 10 W
D. G. Keith, Halifax ..... 5 00
Edward Lawson, b vee seeaes 400
Collection at St. Matthew's Charch
Prayer Meeti 6 36
200
10 00
10 00
John T. Ives, cieecr seeenes 200
A Friend, . % ...l 064
Total.....ccvveveees o-.8140 00

——n

PAYMENTS FOR “RECORD.”

W. D Morrison, St. John's, Nfid....$ 37 60
John Gray, Providence, R.L.. ..... 1
J. Chisholm, Halifax.......... e 0 41

Angus McLeod, *
W. G. PESDER, Secy.
18 Blowers St., Halifaz, N.S.,
Sept. 1874 §

b,
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