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WASHING@ON GLADDEN,

When the anch that faith has cast
Are dragging §n the gale,

I am quietly hol§ing fast
To the things $hat cannot fail.

I know that righg is right;
That it is not good to lie;
That love is bett§r than spite,
than a spy.

I know that passi@n needs
The leash of solfer mind;
I know that gener@us Jdeeds

will find;

Suggestions for the

BY MRS. G. T.

Many years' experigpce in Junior
League, Intermediate, § and Primary
teaching have shown the fact that

as soon as the class reflizes the pres-

AUGU

T, 1899. \
— *‘

No. 8.

ence of God, phrfect order is attained.
My first requestl on entering our class-
room is for ‘“aftention,” “every hand

clasped,” “ eve head bowed,” and
“every eye closgd.” This is quickly
done. Then a fey words of prayer, ask-

ing God's prese ce, when all unite in
saying, “ Amen.” | This form of opening
I find very helpfgl and impressive, and
even the “tinies¥ can understand and
feel that they are In God’s house. Then,
instead of cuttingicard-board or joining
blocks to illustrale the lesson, I use
the blackboard asimuch as possible, as-
sisted by the clas§, often choosing the
most retired or sepriingly uninterested,
to write a word or nake a mark suitable
to the lesson, and §m often rewarded by
a pleasant smile anfl look of surprise, as
if to say, “ Am I rdally going to help ?”
Regarding a suit§ble name for the
‘“little” ones, I haje usually (in Junior
League and infant @lass) called them the
‘“little tots,” but “ $he tinies” is just as
suitable. In orded to encourage home
preparation of the fesson and good con-
duct, I sometimes give a card to the
boy or girl who ha§ been the most dili-
gent and attentive.§ Suggestions from
other teachers woul§ be very helpful, as
their methods couldibe alopted in place
of the usual form, ghd children enjoy a
change.
Stratford, Ont,

Thirty-seven mempers of the Dart-
mouth Sunday-school§took the pledge on
Temperance Sunday, goining the White
Ribbon Army of the §chool. These in-
cluded members fron§ all classes, from
the Young Men's Bfble Class to the
Junior Department,
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Onward, 8pp. 4to, weekly, ui
6 copies and upwards .. 4........
Pleasant Hours, 4pp. 4to, weekly, sing!
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0. W. Coares, i 8. F. Homars,
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Sundap Schpol Hanner,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.

TORONTO, AUGUST, 18%.

—_— +— ——
Schools and the Tientieth Century.
M
The Presbyterian CRurch of the United
States has undertakeg to add fifty per
cent. to the number f children in its
Sabbath-schools betor’ the opening of
the new century, as i‘ way of celebrat-
ing the advent of thegtwentieth century
of the Christian era.4 Rev. Dr. J. Ww.
‘Warden, secretary of fhe Board of Sab-
- path-school Work, mengioned the decision
of the Pope to celebrap the new century
by a high mass from 8 ptember to Janu-
ary, and of the Prof stant Church to
commemorate the occaljon by the bring-
ing together of many illions of money
for the church work, he Presbyterian
Church, he said, by the onsummation of
this plan, will be str gthened in the
strategic point of the nquest of chil-
dren. “The whole hole of the church
is in the children. Thigis the grandest
movement that has bedh taken up in
sonnection with the advegt of the twen-
Jeth century. What the church has set
out to do can be done if dvery one takes

hold, and I ask the assembly to send
forth a mingled: entreaty and command
in the interest ofjthis movement that wil
touch the heartg and the love of every
church in the coantry.”

Shall not Canaflian Methodism emulate
the zeal of our! friends of the United
States ?

Jubilee Volume of Methodist
Mzgazini and Review.

)

This magazine begins its fiftieth vol-
ume with a 8 ally patriotic number,
It has two wellsillustrated articles on
two of Canada’s great industries—the
Agricultural College, Guelph, and scien-
tific farming; and the lumbering indus-
try. Dr. E. H, Dewart and Chancellor
Burwash contribute articles on the
Higher Criticism ;and the Ministry of
Canadian Methodi8m in the College. Dr.
R. Wilson sketcheg the growth of Meth-
odism in Eastern*Canada, and Florence
E. Withrow has ah illustrated article on
the pathetic story of Queen Louise of
Pruesia. A stirring Twentieth Century
Address by Bishop Fowler, an illustrated
poem by J. W. Bengough, an illustrated
story of the days of Wesley, and a
graphic sketch by, W. E. Barton, “Sim
Galloway’s Daughter-in-law,” are also
given. Horseless&rﬂages. a sketch and
portrait of Rosa Honheur, “ The Brown-
ing Love Lettersg’ the World’s Pro-
gress, with engravings of “ The House in
the Wood,” wherejthe Peace Conference
is being held, and bther illustrations are
given. There arein all eight illustrated
articles. Every Methodist should have
this magazine. Now is a good time to
subscribe.  With Ythis Jubilee Volume
the June number, fcontaining the begin-
ning of two new “erials, will be given
free. Price, $1 to ghe end of the year.

Toronto : Willi Briggs. Montreal :

C. W. Coates. lifax : S. F. Huestis,
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months.

——

The Outlodk Committee.

It is a large com
in the Sunday-sch
it. Tt is a busy ¢
to what is expecte
to be a useful co

ittee, for every class
1 is represented on
mittee if it lives up
f of it, and it is sure
ittee if it does its
work with any g degree of faithful-
ness. The very nathe is enough to sug-
gest its duty. It ig on the outlook for
new members of the'school. It is to be
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[Aug. 6,

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES

LESSON VI, THE NEW HEART.

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

[Aug. 6,

GOLDEN TEXT. A new heart also will I give you. Ezek. 36, 26,

AuTHORIZED VERSION,
|Read Ezek. 11, 14-25 and Jer. 81, 31-34.]
Brek. 36. 25-36.

25-21.]

95 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you,
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness,
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. |

96 A new heart also will I give you, and a new |
n{)lrit will I put within you: and 1 will take away
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give
you a heart of flesh.

27 And 1 will put my Spirit within you, and |
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall
keep my judgments, and do them.

98 And ye shall dwell in the land that 1 gave to
your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and 1
will be your God. v

29 1 will also save you from all your unclean-
nesses: and I will call for the corn, and will in-
crease it, and lay no famine upon you. \

80 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and
the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no |
more reproach of famine among the heathen.

81 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways,
and your doings that were not good, and shall
loathe yourselves in your own sight for your in-
iquities and for your abominations. “

32 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord
Gop, be it known unto you: be ashamed and con-
founded for your own ways, O house of Is'ra-el.

83 Thus gaith the Lord Gon: In the day that 1
ghall have cleansed you from all your iniquities [
will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the
wastes shall be builded.

i

|

84 And the desolate land shall be tilled, where- |
as it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed
by. |

35 And they shall say, This land that was deso- |
late is become like the garden of E'den, and the |
waste and desolate and ruined cities are become
fenced, and arc inhabited.

86 Then the heathen that are left round about
you shall know that Ithe Lorn build the ruined
{hmw, and plant that that was desolate : 1 the

orp have spoken it, and I will do it.

&

REVISED VERSION,

95 And I will sprinkle clean water upon you,

and ye shall be clean : from all your filthiness,

[Commit to memory verses 2
on 26 and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A

new heart also will I give you, and anew spirit
will I put within you: and I will take away
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will

27 give you an heart of flesh, And I will put my

spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments,

98 and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land

that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be
20 my people, and I will be your God, And I
will save you from all your uncleannesses: and
I will call for the corn, and will multiply it,
30 andlay no famine upon you. And I will mul-
tiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of
the field, that ye shall receive no move the re-
31 proach of famine among the nations. Then
shall ye remember your evil ways, and your
doings that were not good; and ye shall
loathe yourselves in your own sight for your
iniquities and for your abominations. Not for
your sake do I this, saith the Lord Gob, be it
known unto you: be ashamed and con-
founded for your ways, O house of Is'ra-el.
43 Thus saith the Lord Gob : In the day that |
cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will
cause the cities to be inhabited, and the waste
34 places shall be builded. And the land that
was desolate shall be tilled, whereas it was a
desolation in the sight of all that passed by.
And they shall say, This land that was deso-
late is become like the garden of E'den ; and
the waste and desolate and ruined cities are
36 fenced and inhabited. Then the nations that
are left round about you shall know that 1
the Lokrp have builded the ruined places, and
planted that which was desolate : T the Lorp
have spoken it, and I will do it.

3

&

Time.—This prophecy was delivered probably [
about B. C. 587 or 585, Place.—Ezekiel lived
in the Euphrates valley, near the * river Chebar.”
Introductory Note.—FEzekiel was one of the
great Hebrew prophets. His style is poetical and
abounds in imagery. Te is an obscure writer, |
and his writings have given rise to a vast amount ‘
of controversy. He came from a priestly class.
His lot was cast in evil times, and he spoke boldly

against the sins of the nation. At first he warns
of sorrows to come, because of prevailing idola-
tries. The government would be destroyed, and
the king would betake himself in flight. Buta
new vision comes in the fortieth chapter of
brighter days. A new temple rises before his
eyes, and a new and better people appear, and
prosperity comes to the children of the cove
nant, .
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Home Readings.

The New Heart, Ezek

u, The New Heart. Ezek. 36, 31-38,
The gift of God. FEzek. 11, 14-21.

. The new covenant. Jer, 31, 31-34,

A God-fearing heart. Jer. 32, 36-44.
Whole-hearted return,  Jer. 24, 1-7,
Regeneration.  Tit, 3. 1-8,

4

Lesson Hymns,
No. 211, New Canadigh Hymnal,

We praise thee, O God !for the Son of thy love,
For Jesus who died agfl is now gone above!

No. 207, New Cang n Hymnal,

Gracious Sfrit, Love divine,
Let thy ligl within me shine!

No. 57, New Can n Hymnal.

Saviour, mof than life to me,
1 am clinginl clinging close to thee.

QU '"TONS FOR'SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Lord’s People, v. 25-32,

What is the Scripture promise ?  Verse 25.

What does the * clean water ™ typify ?

What kind of cleansing does it effect ?

What is meant by *“ a new heart #

Under what conditions is it given ?

What is meant by walking in God’s statutes ?

What is the promise of God to those who re-
pent? GoLpen Texr.

Who were the * fathers” to whom God gave
the land ?

In the better days what things were they to re-
member ¥

Why remember these things ?

2. The Lord?’s Land, v. 33-36.

In what land were the people to dwell #

Why were there so many waste places in it ?

What was the land to become like ?

What was to bedone to make it such ?

‘hat was the heathen to know from returning
ity ?

What is the Lord’s promise ? Verse 36,

Why may we trust his promise without any
doubt ?

Name some promises from the New Testa-
ment ?

How can we find what God’s promises are ?

How may we have them in our own experi-
ence?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. God’s glory is seen in man’s spiritual resto-
ration. His triumph is seen in changing the
heart of stone to one of flesh, Here is a miracle
which shows mingled power and compassion,

2. The divine Spirit makes one obedient to the
divine law. Not the obedience of slaves, but of
children, It. is not fear but affection which
prompts one to keep the commandments.

3. When God restores his favor, even those
who have it not can behold it in others. Chris-
tians are * the light of the world ”* and the light
to the world.

4, * Iwilldoit.” The divine promise i« rm as
the rock. Firmer! The rock may crur ble, and
intime it will crumble, but God’s pr ¢ never
will.

QUESTIONS FOR INTEKMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. The Lord’s People, v. 25-32,

What promise of cleansing does the Lord
make ?

What gift is promised to his people ? GOLDEN
TexT,

What help to obedience would they have ?

In what land were they to dwell ?

What assurance of plenty did they receive?

What would the people remember ?

How then would they feel ?

Why were they called to be ashamed of them-
selves ¥

For whose sake was this mercy shown ? Verse
20
2. The Lord’s Land, v. 33-36,

Where would the Lord cause his people to
dwell ¥

What would occur to the desolate land ?

What would the people about them say ?

What lesson would the heathen learn ?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That we all need a new heart ?
2. That a new heart is God’s gift ?
3, That a new heart is a source of blessed-
ness ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was Ezekiel ?

Where was he when the Lord called him to be
a prophet ?

In what way did he call him ?

To whom did the Lord tell Ezekiel to go? To
the people of Israel.

What had many of the Israelites done? Gone
away from God.

How do people go away from God? By dis-
obeying him.

What did God send Ezekiel to do? Call them
back to him.

What did he promise to do ? Give them new
hearts,

B
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2. What will a purified people do? Keep
God’s commandments.

3. What was the promise to the ancient Jews?
¢ ye shall dwell in the land that I gave
to your fathers,””

4. Who should be witnesses of their prosper-
ity? Then shall the heathen know.

What does the old Leart of sin love to do?
Ilave its own witye

What good promise does theGolden Test bring
to cach one of us ?

What will make it possible forus to keepGod's
law ? 'To have his Spirit in our hearts.

For whose sake does Goddo all these things for
us? For Jesus? sake.

NEW #HURCH CATECHISM.
9, W v
THE LESSON CAT ECHISM. m?ﬂml‘lhc“ the kingdom of Christ be consum
e b e i Thekingd mf()hrintwlllbeconsumnmtc-d when,
(For the entire school.) aftertheGa ¢l has neen preached toall nations, and

romises have been accomplished in the
atof the reign of righteousness in the
{. <hall come again to judge the quick
.

I. What is one of the precious promises of | its gloriou
establishn

God? Gonbes TexT: ¢ A new heard also | earth, Chy
will I give you.” and the

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
BY 4. L. HURLBUT, DD,
The New Isracls
IV. A ResTORED PEOPLE.
Shall dwell in the land. v, 28,
A tenth....shall return. Isa. 6,13,

1. A FORGIVEN PEOPLE.
Ye shall be clean. V. 25,
Pardon all their iniquities, Jer. 33. 8,

Cleanseth....from all sin, 1 John 1. 7. There is a remnant, Rom. 11. 5.
11. A REGENERATED PEOPLE. V. AN AporTED PEOPLE.
New heart also. .. .given you. V. 26, Shall be my people. V. 28,

Power. .. .sons of God, John 1. 12,
The spirit of adoption. Rom. 8. 15.
VI. A Prosperovs PEOPLE
Walk in iy statules, v Multiply the fruit. Vs, B

__ Walk in the Spirit. Gal. 5. 16, Grow as a lily. Hos, 14. 5.
8o walk ye in him. Col. 2. 0. Sced shall be known, Isa., 61,9,

IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Create in me a clean heart,  Psa. 51. 10,
Except....be born again. John 3. 3.
111. A RicuTeOoUs PEOP

While Jeremiah, left among enemies in Judah, was doing his best to prevent the national over-
throw, and was suffering in consequence persecution as foolish as it was wicked, and while Daniel
was witnessing for God in the royal courts of heathendom, to Ezekiel, a prophet of very different
type, a resident of Tel-abib, on the Euphrates, the captive elders of Israel thronged to hear *‘ the
word of the Lord.” A Judean priest by birth and education, Ezekiel had been taken captive by the
Babylonians in his early manhood, and was called by God to prophesy when lie was about thirty
During twenty-two years he delivered God's messages, and probably remained in
A little more than thirty years after his prophecies were ended the first

His book, overflowing with symbols, allego-
In some parts itis even enigmatical ; and in
1 and Johu. His influence over
ey were now ready to accept
ngthened

years of age.
Babylonia all his life.
party of returning captives started toward Palestine,
ries, and parables, is unlike any other in the Bible.
strange and almost grotesque imagery Ezckiel outdoes even Danie
the exiled Jews was exceedingly healthful, In their humiliation th
whatever spiritual guide God should send ; and their treatment of Ezekiel throughout his le
prophetic career contrasts comfortably with the erushing opposition which met Jeremiah, The
passage we study to-day is a simplified statement of God’s conditioned promises to restore the exiled
nation to the Holy Land, and to bless them with such godly characteristics that their restoration
and prosperity would be permanent,  The condition is deep repentance—turning toGod. Rimilar
promises with similar conditions are, in other parts of Ezekiel’s book, worked into beautiful para-
bles or visions, two of which we will study next Sunday and the Sunday after.

Versn 25. Then. Intheglad Qays of national | Sprinkle clean water npon you, and ye
present | shall be clean. Washing is a ready figure for
God, |moral cleansing ; it was constantly used in a

restoration, which are to suceeed the
days of sincere repentance, will I,
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gymbolic way in the Mosaic ritual. (See Num. 19. I
17-19; Psa.51. 7.) Ezekiel, as we have seen, was i
apriest, and the types of the temple service were [
constantly in his mind. From all your

filthiness, Moral filthiness ; \\'hull-\'vrisspiril-'
ually ugly or defiling. FProm all your iduls,!
will T cleanse you. When this prophetic

promise was uttered there were probably in some 1
minds honest doubts as to its realization. How |
such a change of national character could be

prought to pass was not clear. But the change 1

came. From the days of Jacob down the chosen |
people had been tempted by certain pagan super- 1
stitions, but now their penitence was so profound
that the old temptations ceased to affect them ;}

and after their restoration to Palestine they never l
lapsed into idolatry, All sin, including idol- }
worship, is in essence either the immoderate love ‘
of an innocent object, a love so great as to alien- [
ate the soul from God, or else the love of what is |
essentially wrong; and sin begets sin.  The |
cleansing from sin here promised implies free |
forgiveness ; not only acquittal from the charge
of offending God, but the canceling of the punish-
ment of past offense and restoration to the di-
vine favor.

26. A new heart...and a new spirit.
Perhaps no deep distinetion should here be made
between * heart” and “spirit.” “lleart” is
used, as we often use it, as a symbol of the source
of moral vitality. As the health and strength of
physical men depend on the health and strength
of physical hearts, so the spiritual heart is re-
garded as the center of spiritual life. Now, the
moral and religious condition of the Jews during
centuries had shown that spiritually their heart
was wrong: they adored Baal, not Jehovah
they wrought evil, not good ; they depended on
E n horses, not on Providence. With moral
perversity they loved what is wrong and hated
what is right. The bad spirit of the nation has-
tened that dreadful climax of their history—the
Babylonian exile. God, recognizing their repent-
anee, promises to change all this, Forgivenessis
not enough ; an erasure of the record is not
enongh ; it is not enough for them to return
to the Holy Land, erect again a temple for the
living God, and begin a purer worship than the
nation had ever known. The people Nebuchad-
nezzar dragged away from Palestine, had they
been restored unchanged, would soon slide back
into the sinful habits which had Lrought about
their captivity. Dr. Chalmers used for the
title of one of his greatest sermons, * The Expul-
sive Power of a New Affection.”  This is exactly
what God now promises. T will take uwnyl
the stony heart out of your flesh. IHard-
lheartedness is a familiar phrase ; physical hard-

heartedness brings on by painful stages prema-
ture death ; the hardening of the moral heart also
has fatal results, T will give you a heart of
flesh. A healthful heart ; normal desires, In
other passages a** fleshy heart "’ is used asasym-
bol of carnality, but here it is contrasted with a
heart of stone. *This change of heart,” says Dr.
Cowles, *“is the great doctrine of the New Testa-
ment, taught foreibly by our Lord himself in his
statements respecting the new birth, and every-
where presented as primarily the work of the
Spirit of God.”

27. I will put my Spirit within you.
With God’s Spirit in the heart right actions inev-
itably result. It is notable that Paul does not
refer to the works of the Spirit, but to the fruits
of the Spirit, when he tabulates love, joy, peace,
and the other delightful results of a life animated
by God. Cause you to walk in my statutes.
As steam causes a locomotive to go ; put in you
a new moral force. My judgments. To the
Hebrew mind this would naturally recall the
Mosaic ritual and the prophetic teachings. But
it has a broader meaning also, and includes all
God’s laws and decisions.

28. Ye shall dwell in the land that I
gave your fathers, Nothing more unlikely
could well have been promised.

29. I willeall for the corn, and will in«
crease it, Few sentences even in the Bible are
more majestic than this, As if corn, and the
fruitage of fertile valleys, the diseases of the jun-
gles and the winds of the seas also, all forces of
nature, were servants of God, ready to run any
whither at his direction. Days of prosperity
will come as a result of righteous living, because
God will call for his servant, Corn, to minis-
ter to them. There shall be no famine in the
land, but a wholesome plenty.

30. I will multiply the fruit of the tree.
An amplification of the thought of verse 29 ;
there shall be plenty of fruit. ‘The increase of
the field. An added “specification.” Ye
shall receive no more reproach of famine
among the heathen. When the heathen had
heard the exiled Jews exult in Jehovah they
“preproached them,” asked them why such a
God as he could not have kept his chosen people
from famine and captivity. Poor Hebrews ! Well
they knew that these calamities were the result
of their own bad deeds, But in the good time
coming there can be no more such reproach.

31. Then shall ye remember your own
evil ways. God will blot out the record of
their sins, but they themselves can never blot it
out. Memory of past sins and blunders, how-
ever, 80 long as they have been forgiven, hould
not be allowed to discourage us; only to remind
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us that such doings were not good. Loathe I
yourselves in your own sight for your in-
iquities, This is the feeling of every genuine
Christian. Even a sinner hates sin in other peo-
ple, and almost every sinner hates certain kinds
of sin; but the hating of sin because it is sin
argues a change of heart,

32. Not for your sakes do I this. You do
not deserve this, Be ashamed and con-

there was no certainty that the newcomers
would be welcomed or kept safe ; Jerusalem was
in ruins, and the outlying farms and plantations
lay unprotected and waste. But all this desos
late land shall be tilled § the region impoy-
erished and depopulated by Nebuchadnezzar's
army shall again support a thriving population,

35. They shall say. The discerning ones
of the world, who sometimes are quicker to see

founded for your own ways. Itis good to the movements of God’s providence than some

remember the hole of the pit whence we were
digged, to recall our infirmities and wrongdoings
with sufficient distinctness to keep clear and vivid
in our minds the fact that we are not saved by
our own righteousness.

33, 34. I will also cause you to dwell in
the cities, and the wastes shall be builded.
When the trumpet of Cyrus was blown, and the
thousands of Hebrews were invited to return t&
their land, one burdensome fact kept many back
—the walls of the great cities had been broken
down, so that after the desert had been crossed

{of his own children. This land that was

|desolate is become like the garden of
Eden. The reference is primarily to the lands

| of Judea and Galilee, but in every Christian com-

‘ munity the fulfilment of this promise is possible;
yea, in every Christian heart.

36. The heathen that are left round
‘about you shall know that I the Lord
| build. The purpose of God’s dealings with
| the Hebrews included the information of the
| heathen round about that Jehovah punished sin
| and rewarded goodness,

CRlTlCAL.AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 25. Then. The Hebrew has ¢ and,” not
“then.” The restoration of the Jews to Palestine
was a proof of their forgiveness. Sprinkle.
This word is often used of the scattering of dry
substances, as coals, dust, ashes, etc., but gener-
erally like n@zak of the sprinkling of blood or
water for ceremonial cleansing as in Exod. 9. 8;
24. 6, and very often. Clean water. The use
of water for cleansing purposes formed a very
important part in the rites of the Jewish Church.
It was symbolic of spiritual purification, just as
baptism is in the Christian Church. Ye shall
be clean., The water itself could not wash sin
or guilt away, but, as in baptism, the rite served
to lead penitent hearts into self-examination and
thus into a closer communion with God ; or as
St. Mark (1. 4) designates it, ‘“‘the baptism of
repentance into the remission of sins.” 8t
Paul, speaking of the Church, says, “Having
cleansed it by the washing of water with the
word” (Eph.5.26). From all your filthiness.

From moral defilement of every kind. Sin, of

whatever nature, always defiles the soul, Idols.
The exact derivation is uncertain, but most
probably from a root meaning a heap of stones,
referring to the custom among the S8emitie people
of erecting columns, piles of stones or pillars in
honor of their gods (comp. Dan. 8, 14), ()lhers‘de-
rive it from a word meaning a pile of manure,
to express the worthle s of and pt for
the object worshiped, Ezekiel is very fond of

the word and employs it five times more often
than all the other Old Testament writers,

26. A new heart. In the Old Testament the
heart was regarded not only as the seat of mental
life and sensuous feelings, but as the mainspring
of moral life as well, *“ where all the manifesta-
tions of virtue and vice reveal themselves.”
Heart of flesh. The phrase is peculiar to
Eazekiel. (See chap. 11.19.) It denotes a tender,
impressible heart, one susceptible to the teachings
of God’s Spirit. The word * flesh " is used in the
New Testament in the sense of corrupt human
nature. It never has this meaning in the Old
Testament.

27. I will put my Spirit. That is the new
spirit spoken of in the preceding verse. The word
“gpirit” is used here in the sense of special
inspiration from God, an influence exerted by
the Lord upon the entire nature and being of
‘ man, This spirit was to be poured upon all flesh
[ (Joel 2. 28). That the Holy Spirit is a person is

distinctly a New Testament doctrine. Cause
|you to walk in my statutes. The new
heart will manifest itself by a new life. The
new spirit of man, or the indwelling of the
8pirit of Jehovah in man will make it possible,
!yun, easy, to keep God’s commandments and
statutes, to walk in his ways and to do his will.
Whoever is filled with God’s 8pirit finds no great
difficulty in obeying him,

28. Ye shall dwell in the land. The ex-
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fle of Israel resulted from their sins. Their restora-
tion was conditioned upon their repentance, (See
chap. 28. 25 and 37. 25,) There are those who still
believe that the Jews will be restored as a nation
to Palestine. This is perhaps the belief of the
Zionists ; but if they are ever restored, it will be as
believers in the crucified Christ.

29. I will save you from all your un=
cle “ Unecl " isthe same word as
that rendered filthiness in verse 25, Communion
with God is impossible without heart purity.
“Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they shall see
God.” Keil thinks that, inasmuch as the people
are already cleansed, the promise to save here
refers to ““defilements which are still possible
after the renewing of the people.” God is able
to save to the uttermost or to the very end of
life. Call for the corn. Having been brought
back to their own land, God, the author of all
gifts, temporal as well as spiritual, will see to it
that hig people have abundant crops of grain
and fruit.  This same promise was given in chap.
#4.27-20. Happy the land whose God is the Lord,
and whose people trust Jehovah for every bless-
ing.

30. The reproach of the famine. All the
Semitie people fully believed in the direct inter-
position of God or gods. Famine to them was
no accident, but the clearest manifestation of di-
vine displeasure, or indeed sometimes of the
helplessness of a god to help. In any case the
nation suffering from famine would be twitted
cither of their own wickedness or the inefficiency
of the god they worshiped. Umbreit beautifully
says: “It was indeed a reproach to Israel that,
nourished as they were by the divine food of life
in the words of Moses and the prophets, they
went after the imaginary gods of the heathen,
and, being carried away into the countries of
strangers, were obliged to suffer hunger in a dry
land.”

31. Shall ye remember. Nothing touches
the heart of the average man more deeply than
the remembrance of wrong done to an innocent
friend. (See chap. 20. 43.) Loathe yourselves.
The realization of one's ingratitude to the great
Father in heaven must inevitably cause disgust
for oneself. Theologians have often pointed out
that the enormity of sin is nowhere more visible
than on Calvary, where the infinite love of God
appeared in all its brightness and glory, The
man who fully realizes that it was his sin that
Dailed the blessed Christ to the cruel cross will
not fail to humble himself. Blessed is the man
who loathes sin to such a degree as to forsake it,
for then, and not till then, communion with God
becomes possible,

32. Not for your own suke. This is re-

I peated for emphasis from verse 22. We have
" precisely the same idea in Deut. 9. 6. The poor
Jew of the Old Testament had no more claim
upon God’s mercy and forgiveness than the
American has to-day. It is all free grace.

33-35. These three verses reiterate and am-
plify the thoughts presented in verses 9-12 and
20,30. This land that was desolate. Travel-
ers in the Holy Land from America and Europe
tell us that it is difficult to form any adequate
idea of the barren and desolate appearance of
that once favored country. Take the following
from George Adam Smith: “ But the prevailing
idea of Judea is of stone—the torrent beds, the
paths that are no better, the heaps and heaps of
stones gathered from the fields, the fields asstony
still, the moors strewn with bowlders, the obtru-
sive scalps and ribs of the hills . . . the impres-
sion is increased by the ruins of ancient cultiva-
tion. . . . The strata were contorted. . . , When
we were not stepping on detritus the limestone
was Dblistered and peeling. Often the ground
sounded hollow ; sometimes rocks and sand
slipped away from the tread of horses . . . the
gullies glowed and beat with heat like furnaces.”
Like the garden of Eden. The place pre-
pared by Jehovah himself for our first parents;,
but from which they were expelled for their sin
and disobedience, The prophets Isaiah and Joel
also use this phrase which was probably a com-
mon expression for a land of great fertility and
beauty. (See Isa. 51. 3 andJoel 2. 3,)

36. Then the nations that are left. The
people around Palestine which were not carried
captives to Assyria. Shall know, The Jewish
people were to be a special witness to the more
benighted nations around, so as to attract them
to the fold of God. 8o in our day every Chris-
tian should live in such a way as to bring those
less favored than himself to our blessed Saviour,
Jesus Christ, Are you conscious of such a life
and influence ¢

Thoughts for Young People.
Paradise Restored.

Primitive man in Eden’s garden, environed by
the spontaneous delights of nature, presents the
most ploasing scene hung up in imagination’s
picture gallery. Man sinned ; sin turned his gar-
den of delights into a wilderness of woe, and he
became an exile on earth, God revealed a plan
by which man’s sin may be forgiven, and be re-
stored from exile and brought to an eternal par-
adise.

L. Sin always forfeits Eden. 1t was so with
Adam, with the antediluvians, with Lot, with

Jacob, with the child of Israel dering in
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the wilderness, with the kingdoms of Israel and | it

Judah, with the Church of modern times repeat- | ing any article §

edly, with you and me. it

2 Outside of Eden the world is a
gin is the canse,
the sweat of his brow | Lot must suffer the loss
of his wife and his wealth ; Israel must wander
in pain forty years; the Church must pass
through the Dark Ages; you and [ must bow
under the burden of temptations and trials—all
because of avoidable acts which led out of Eden
into the wilderness.

3. The first step to a yestored Eden is a vencwed
heart. Bellamy may picture a perfect world in
print, but he has left out the largest factor in the
restoration of the world—the human heart. It
was Adam’s pure heart that made
dise, and Adam’s sinful heart that made the
outer world a desert.
but God has given Christians the art to carry |
their oases with them, and wherever a Christian
rears his home there is paradise.

“

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY 4. T. GRACEY, D.D.

The chapters of Ezekiel which are selec
study in these lessons admit of being placed in
their oriental connections 80 a8
clear and interesting. For instance,
can be studied in the
ceremonial
written amid the scenes of Babylon.
sprink
clean,” could not fail to revive in the
the exiled Hebrews their national ritua
was elaborately technical in the later days.
was performed in two ways: a whole-body bath
or a hand-washing to the wrist. The first was |
necessary if one had touched a leper, a COTPEE,
or a reptile. The hand washing was sufficient
for the ordinary purification from impurities ac-
quired in the market or any other public gather-

ing. The dishes used for cooking or for serving | be * sprinkled’

at table had also to be purified, and the couches
on which they reclined had to be “ gprinklec
The whole-body bath was necessary for the puri-
fication of anyone who had touched a Gentile.
The later rabbis carried the distinetions in the
various rites for purification to the kinds of
water to be used. The Mishna distinguishes six
kinds of water applicable to different shades of
impurity, as having degrees of efficacy for
cleansing. Water from stagnant pools or cis-
terns had the lowest purifying power, but it
might serve for the mere hand-washing ; 80
might running water from the hills. If the water
was drawn in large quantity sufficient for a bath,

'"HOOL BANN.

Man must earn his bread with | had the

This world is a Sahara, | and puerile.
| fication seems to have spread all over the ori-

ental world, and when Ezekiel speaks of the
Lord cleansing the people it would have force
with a far wider community than the Jew. The
Persians think purification
many moral obliquities in conduct.
too, believe in this form of cleansing the soul.
ted for | They are supposed to wash the whole body every
Friday, as a religious ceremony, and of course
to make them | the
this lesson ' five prayer hours.
light of the purification are
1 of the Hebrew nation, though it was the
«1 will | found fault with Jesus because he did not ob-
le clean water upon you, and ye shall be  serve the ¢
mind of | ligious duty.
1, which | the scapegoat had to be purified by washing ;
This ‘ g0 did those of the priest who offered the red
heifer, though the ashes of the red heifer were the

[Aug. 6.

might be used for the entire body, or for wash-
: g0 might even stagnant water if
issued from a trickling spring ; the mineral or

wilderness, and thermal water was of high value ; but that which

highest value was from & pure spring.
The prophet said the Lord would sprinkle
clean’ water on the people, or pure water

from a spring, which had the highest value and
could eleanse from all impurities.
cious even against leprosy.
low the miserable casuistry of the Jewish rabbis
as they try to discriminate the value of waters
which are mixed by being brought from different
sources through the same pipe. Even the rela-
| tive value of snow water had to be determined.
They discriminated between the kinds of vessels
Eden a para- | to be used for washing and how far the hands
| must be plunged into the water.

It was effica-
It is curious to fol-

It is pitiful
But the idea and practice of puri-

compensates for
Moslems,

y wash five times a day, or before each of the
Van Lennep says when they
in a hurry they can do both the washing and
praying inside two minutes’ time. The Jews

ustom to wash before eating as a rce:
The clothes of him who led away

basge of the water of “sprinkling " which Moses
required to be * sprinkled "' on the Levites.
These aghes were kept always ready at hand with
the water thereof to purify from the many things
which caused legal impurity. The water was 10
+ on the unclean (Num. 8).

It must be emphasized that these ** cleansing”

1.” | ceremonies had no reference to the atonement

for sin : that was another ceremony, The detile-
ment which it was the purpose to remove was
only ceremonial, and the purification was cere:
monial. But it was a picture lesson. Death
was, for instance, the penalty of sin; contact
with it made the person unclean o that he could
have no communion with the community of the
living till ceremonially purified. No part of the

red heifer ever was brought to the altar, nor was
even the blood npr\nklcd before the altar; only
bhefore the tabernacle, and that not by the high
priest, but by his son.

It was not the blood but
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the ashes that purified, mixed with water and
“gprinkled”” on the unclean. When Korah re-
belled there fell widespread deaths on the camp,
and the people came to have such dread of defile-
ment from contact with so many corpses that
this ceremony of purification was necessary to
relieve the people. This ceremony taught the
whole nation to look forward to the inward
purgation of the soul through the great atone-
ment, combined with the inward purity of the
nation such as Ezekiel prophesied should come,
We have mentioned that this idea of purifica-
tion of the Hebrews was found in many parts of
the earth outside the Hebrew community, It is
worth while to illustrate this further by reference
to some recently discovered knowledge about the
Shinto religion, whieh, if it does not show parts
of that ceremony to have been a migration from
Judea, at least exhibits marvelous similarity to
this Hebrew purification ceremony, Shinto is
the oldest religion of Japan, and the only one
that can at all be called national, In a paper
recently read before the Asiatic Society of Japan,
we learn that its ceremony of purification was
marvelously similar to that of the Hebrew. What
was the most important of all the rites of the
Shinto religion was the “Great I‘nrlﬂcatlon.”’
The special point of emphasis is that the object |
was like this promised by Ezekiel, the purifica-
tion of the whole nation, from princes and min-
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( By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

God’s love. There is a passage in Revelation
which I think a great deal of—* Unto Him that
loved us and washed us,” It might be thought
that God would first wash us, and then love us.
But no, he first loved us. Several years ago the
whole country was intensely excited about
Charlie Ross, a child of four yeurs old who was
stolen. A search has been made in every State
and Territory and in Great Britain, France, and
Germany. The mother still cherishes a faint
hope of seeing her child, Suppose that she were
in some meeting, and that while the preacher
was speaking she should look down in the au-
dience and see her son. Suppose that he was
poor, dirty, and ragged, shoeless and coatless,
what would she do? Would she wait vutil he
was washed and decently clothed b .ore she
would acknowledge him? No, she would rush
toward him and take him in her arms. After
that she would cleanse and clothe him., 8o it is
with God. He loved us and washed us,— Moody.

The new birth, This is the doctrine of the new
birth as taught by Christ to Nicodemus. God
does not simply energize the old man. He intro-
duces into us something entirely new. Man by
nature is as dead and incapable of seeing and
entering into the kingdom of God, or into living

isters down to the common people, from sins,
pollutions, and calamities. It was not observed |
atfixed intervals, The chief ceremony was nb—l‘
served near the south gate of the imperial pal- |
ace, and is styled the “Purification of the
Court.” But a similar ceremony was conducted
at every shrine throughout the country ; whence
the expression, ““The Great Purification.” The |
chief ceremony consisted of throwing pnrl!lcu-‘
tion offerings into the water. This was distin- |
guished from four other purifications: 1. The |

purification of the individual from pollution con- | tree is obedie

communion with Cod, until he is born again, as
a blind and deaf mute is incapable of secing and
enjoying the material creation. God was revealed

| to us by the incarnation of Jesus, and he is re-

vealed in us by the new birth,— Dntecost.

Verse 27, Obedience, Obedience ought not to be
a hateful word to us, Admiral Dewey would
never have become a successful commander had

|he not learned thoroughly how to obey. The

higher up we are in the order of development and
intelligence the more laws we are under. The
nt to more laws than the stone ; the

tracted by some offense, the guilty person him- ‘ animal is under more laws than the tree; the

self providing the offering to the gods, ‘

“ablution,” by which the individual or the
place was purified from contact with dead bodies
orother unelean objects. 3. The purification of
the priests and others taking part in a religious
ceremony, just as Moses required the purifica-
tion of the clothes of the priest offering the red
heifer. This ceremony among Shintos was per-
formed in a hall, or open place, specially pre-
pared for the purpose of “Dbringing down  the
8pirits of the purifying deities. This consisted of
recitations of prayers of purification with certain
symbolic acts, and the “sending back” of the
Rods, 4. A private purification performed on
the last day of the sixth month,

2. The ‘man is under more laws than the animal ; and

the Christian is obedient to more laws than the
man, because he is more highly developed.

Prosperity,  Godliness s profitable unto all
things having promise of the life that now is and
of that which is to come, The best argument
for the Christian faith is the Christian nation,
which iIn all material wealth and advance-
ment so far outstrips the nations which reject
God.

Bishop Thoburn reminds us that India has not
invented an improvement on the toothpick intwo
thousand years, while at Washington you can see
six hundred improvements on the plow. The
nations without God are almost universally the

——

e

4




464
[

savage, ignorant, unenlightened nations of the
earth. [

Lowell's challenge was a good one when he
said, I shall not relinquish my religious belief |
until you show me & country which rejects God
and his word, where civilization abounds, where |
womanhood is protected, where childhood is !
respected, where there are civil liberty and all of |
the comforts and delights which we find in Chris
tian countries.”

—_—

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. H. KNOWLES.
Here we have New Testament gospel in Old |
Testament prophecy.

‘We hear the prelude to Matthew’s song of hope,
«Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shull save

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

We “catch the sweet, the [
far-off strain, which hails the new creation.” |

| Lord have spoken it, and 1 will doit.”

|
his people from their sins;” the song which | pel for a sinful heart.
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lands, but whose wings are strong and free to
soar above the eurth far into the azure heights of
heaven.

Ezekiel saw that God's dealings with his people
would be vindicated in the sight of the heathen
who said he was not able to deliver them from
their enemies in a coming day when Isroel
should be changed in heart by the Spirit of God.
All mysteries of sin, suffering, and death will be
made plain in the final salvation of the world
through Jesus Christ. They who leave the
world’s Redeemer out of their reckoning of the
world’s misery are confronted by a problem
which bewilders and disheartens, Believing in
him, we wait with courage and hope that day
when it shall be said the earth * that was deso-
late is become like the garden of Eden." ‘‘Ithe

This is the gospel for a sinful world ; the gos-
If you know it in your

rises through Mark, Luke, and John, the book of | soul, you have learned the first notes of the sweet-
Acts, and the exultant strains of the epistles, to | est song they sing in heaven,

the full symphony of Revelation—=*‘1 saw a new
heaven and a new earth . . . and 1 John saw the
holy city New Jerusalem coming down from God
out of heaven prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband ; and he that sat upon the throne
said, Behold 1 make all things new.”

The gospel of salvation from sin through the
power of God is the same in the Old Testament
as in the New, only in the New Testament we
read it in clearer light, For salvation is God's
plan, God’s thought, God’s purpose and from
age to age he changes not. To one taught of the
Spirit, the whole Bible is full of Christ the 8aviour
of men. The regenerating grace of the Holy

Spirit, as Fzekiel sets it forth, fills us with the ‘

same grateful praise and joy as St. Paul’s glow-
ing prayer in the third chapter of Ephesians. It
stirs us with the same desire which kindled his
soul, to ‘‘make all men see the fellowship of the
mystery which from the beginning of the world
hath been hid in God.”

(O what" blessed things we find when we find
God! The most blessed of all is the fellowship
of this mystery—his recreating, transforming,
all-renewing grace through the power of the Holy
Spirit. 1 will gprinkle clean water upon you.”
0 how good to be washed clean, to have the guilt
and stuin of sin all taken away ! ‘A new heart
will T give you.” Righteousness, peace, and joy
taking the place of those grievous gins and
follies which fill me with shame when I think of
them. *And 1 will put my Spirit within you,
and cause youto walk in my statutes,’” or, L 4
will bring it about that ye walk in my statutes,”
0 that we have the power to do right as well as
to choose it, like & bird whose nest is in the low-

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Begin with a brief survey of Ezekiel's pro-
phetic career. This lesson teaches: (1) Purifi-

‘um'\nn from sin; (2) The creation of a new

heart ; (3) The fruits of a righteous life....0r
treat the lesson for a few minutes as typical of
the history of the Church in all ages; then, with

‘ emphasis, as typical of God’s dealing with an in-

telligent soul.... Notice what the prophet prom-
ises to the people: 1. A new nature (verse 25).
The national character changed, the record of
| evil expunged by the grace of God. 2. A new
heart (verse 26). The secret of the outer change
‘is this inner change. 3. Anew spirit (verse 27).
In the past Satan led Israel to all evil. Now the
spirit of God enters and leads to the high and
| holy. 4. A mew relation (verse 28). God hud
| cast off his people because of their wickedness:
now he welcomes them as the father did his
| prodigal son. 5. A new land (verses 20-36). A
new people will make a new land....Cr treat it
as @ series of pictures. 1. The Lord's people
| unfaithful. The worship in Zion half-hearted
and fitful ; degrading reverence paid to idols;
Ellcurtln%ssllcss of the rich; degradation of the
| poor; giddy heedlessness of the future; and
through it all the prophets’ warnings unheeded.
9. The Lord’s land desolate. Jerusalem a heap
of blackened stones; towns everywhere demol-
ished ; farms and vineyards gone to ruin; ter-
races torn down § wild beasts ranging the moun-
tains ; silence and desolation brooding over the
jand. 3. The Lord’s people exiled. By the rivers

of Babylon they sat down and wept while they
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remembered Zion, But in captivity they listened page 337, Baring-Gould, Legends of DPutriarchs

s 18 to Ezekiel, Though they cannot visit the temple,  and Prophets, page 377,

jlita ot they turn with new fidelity to the God of their FreeMax's HANDBOOK OF BisLe MANNERS
fathers. With new interest they read their lit- | AND Customs : Ver, 35, Fenced cities, 366,

l‘w“"}o erature of song and story and ritual. They make SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

::“;II::': themselves ready for the unfolding of l;ml‘s“ Verse 25.—Spurgeon, C. I, *“Cleansing: A

Isroel plans. 4. The Lord’s land restored to Prosper- | Covenant Blessing,” T'he Homiletic Review, Decem-

of God, ity. Our lesson is simply a prophecy, but it l:f & ber, 1886, page 518. Parker, John, In Penuel, or

will be prophecy which was ubum{unlly fulfilled. Pic-| puee to Face with God, page 78, Simeon, Charles,

ol ture Palestine populous again, the people rm’ur-: “The Conversion of the Jews,” The Pulpit, vol.

= < ent, the walls of Jerusalem restored, its streets ' xyi page 225,

:\:f :::: crowded, the temple service conducted with a yVepge 5. —Fleming, Canon, “ A New Heart,”

yroblem
wving in
hat day

reverence and fervor never known before, and | 77, Homiletic Review, July, 1892, page 56, Burder,
spiritual and temporal prosperity everywhere,

Henry, ** A New Heart the Child's Best Portion,”
Village Sevmons, page 56,
18 deso-

= Verse 31.—Walker, Robert, “Man’s View of
‘1 the DETI0N HXNNR. Himself,” Sermons on Practical Subjects, page 381,
Come, thou almighty King, Blackboard.
the gos- Lord, I hear of showers of blessing, BY THOMAS G. ROGERS,
in your O for a heart to praise my God. {h
1@ sweet- Precioug promise. b
1 Prince of peace, control my will. H EW NATU i
B
M PBEART ALl f
Hear thou my prayer. it
« 0 :zlnrious promluo;s.]nt God,
| Al the promises of Jesus. :
el's prr 1 bring to thee, my Saviour, Of\tl‘l tC N tO N
1) Purifi- Jecus, in whom the Godhead’s rays.
{ a new
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GOD'S GIFT

All require the new heart, for the natural heart

Library References.

BY REV, 8, G. AYRES,
For a study of the prophecy of Ezekiel the |
Commentary of A, B. Davidson in the Cambridge |
Bible for schools is undoubtedly the best book.
The student will also find help in Cornill, Prophets
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Ezek. 37, 1-14.

of Israel, and 'W. Robertson Smith, Prophets of
Israel.  Guthrie, The Gospel in Ezkiel, is a classic

e Jewish Chureh, vol. iii, pages 19, 53,
History of Israel (index).
Hebrews (index).  Geikie, Hours with the Bible,
vols, v, vi (index). Hengstenberg, 7% Kingdom
of God in the Old Testament, vol, ii, pages 264, 272,
Giltillan, Bards of the Bible, Geikie, Old Testament
Characters, page 437, Morris, Sacred Biography,

Ewald,
Kittell, History of the

is enmity against God, and not being subject to

God’s gift to those who inquire of him to do it
for them (verse 87). For the stony heart he will
give us a contrite heart—one of flesh and feeling.
It will be clean instead of sinful, and Christlike
instead of selfish.  When the heart is right, and
God’s law is written there, our whole lives will
be right. Outward prosperity and beauty of

vol. ii, page 102, Geikie, Old ZTestament Portraits,

character follow God’s gift of a new heart,

LESSON VII.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Read John 3. 1-18.]

[ Commit to memory verses 5, 6.] |
1 The hand of the Lorp was upon me, and car-

EZFKIEL’S GREAT VISION.
GOLDEN TEXT. I will put my Spirit within you. Ezek, %

[Aug. 13.

REVISED VERS
1 The hand of the Lorp was upon me, and he
carried me out in the spirit of the Lorp, and

o e

=

R

ng over the
By the rivers
, while they

ried me out in the Spirit of the Lorp, and set
me down in the midst of the valley which was
full of bones,

set me down in the midst of the valley ; and it
2 was full of bones ; and he caused me to pass
by them round about : and behold, there were
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2 And caused me to pass by them round about :
and behold, there were very many in the open val-
ley ; and lo, they were very dry.

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, can these
bones live ? And I answered, O Lord Gon, thou
knowest.

4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these
bones, and gay unto them, O ye dry bones, hear
the word of the Lokrp.

5 Thus saith the Lord Gop unto these bones :
Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and
ye shall live:

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will
bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live;
and ye shall know that I am the Lorn,

7 8o I prophesied as I was commanded : and
as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a
shaking, and the bones came together, bone to
his bone.

8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the

them above : but there was no breath in them.

O Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the
wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind,
Thus saith the Lord Gon: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.

10 8o I prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great
army.

11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these
bones are the whole house ol Isra-el: behold,
they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is
Jost : we are cut off for our parts.

12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord Gop ; Behold, O my people,
1 will open your graves, and cause you to come
up out of your graves, and bring you into the
land of Isrra-el.

13 And ye shall know that 1 a@m the Lornp, when
1 have opened your graves, O my people, and
brought you up out of your graves,

14 And shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall
live, and I shall place you in your own land : then
shall ye know that I the Lorp have spoken i,
and performed if, saith the Lokp.

|
|

|

flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered |

very many in the open valley : and lo, they
3 were very dry. And he said unto me, Son of
man, can these bones live? And I answered,
4 O Lord Gob, thou knowest, Again he said
unto me, Prophesy over these bones, and say
unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of
5 the Lorp. Thus saith the Lord Gob unto
these bones : Behold, 1 will cause breath 1o
6 enter into you, and ye shall live. And I will
lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and ye shall live ; and ye shall
7 know that I am the Lorn, 8o [ prophesied
as T was commanded : and as I prophesicd,
there was a noise, and behold an earthquake,
and the bones came together, bone to his
8 bone. And I beheld, and lo, there were sin-
ews upon them, and flesh came up, and skin
covered them above : but there was no breath
9 in them. Then said he unto me, Prophesy
unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say
to the wind, Thus saith the Lord Gob : Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe

110 upon these slain, that they may live. 8ol
i

prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great
11 army. Then he said unto me, Son of man,
these bones are the whole house of Israel : be-
hold, they say, Our bones are dried up, and
our hope is lost; we are clean cut off,
12 Therefore prophesy, and say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord Gop: Behold, 1 will open your
graves, and causge you to come up out of your
graves, O my people; and 1 will bring you
13 into the land of Israel. And ye shall know
that I am the Lokn, when I have opened your
graves, and caused you to come up out of
14 your graves, O my people. And T will put
my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I will
place you in your own land : and ye shall know
that 1 the Lorp have spoken it, and per-
formed it, saith the Ltmh.

Time.—This prophecy was delivered probably
about B. C. 587 or 585, Place.—Ezekiel lived
in the Euphrates valley, near the river Chebar.

Home Readings.
M. Ezekiel's Great Vision. FEzek, 37, 1-14.

Tu. Promise of restoration, FEze
W. Al have sinned. Ezek. 22. 23-31.

Th. Dead in sin, Isa. 1. 1-9.

F. Warning. Deut, 8, 11-20.

8. Quickened by the 8pirit. Rom. 8, 1-11.
8. From death to life. Epb. 2. 1-10.

Ever near tHlf Christian's side.

No. 19, New Cana

Come, Holy Siiit, heavenly Dove,
With all thyfuickening powers

an Hymnal.

No. 21, New Cangllian Hymnal.
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QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLA RS,
1. The Valley of Death, v. 1,2,

What is meant by the hand of the Lord ?

What was the effect upon the prophet ¥

What does the valley of bones typify ?

What may it represent in these days ?

What was the mission of a Hebrew prophet ?
2. The Word of the Lord, v. 3-8,

What was "the question the Lord asked the
prophet ?

Why did he ask it ?

What was the thought of the prophet in his re-
sponse ?

What is it to prophesy ?

What is the meaning of *“ breath ' in verse 5?
3. The Breath of Life, v. 9, 10,

What is the meaning of ** wind ™ in verse 9¢

Who are represented by the slain ?

What was the effect of the prophecy ¢

What application of this lesson may be made
to the Christian Church ?

What is the subject-matter of preaching ?

4. The Explanation, v. 11-14,

Whom do the bones of the valley represent ?

How do they represent them ?

To what land were the Jews to be restored ?

(iive some reasons why they loved their land ¢

What were they to know when restored ¢

What is the promise of God to his people?
GoLDEN TEXT.

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. There is a spiritual death as there is a phys-
ical.  Such a state seems hopeless, [t would be,
if there were no God, the author of spiritual life,
But God lives, and the promise is ““Ye shall
live,”

2, There must be the human utterance of the
divine power. Not that God needs it. God
wills it.  He honors the good man by giving him
a share in the prophetic work., He, too, will
give him a reward.

3. The joy of God’s favor should make us cry
out in gratitude, *‘ He is the Lord.” Gratitude
for past mercies puts us in that condition that
Giod may still shower mercies upon us,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLA RS.
1. The Valley of Death, v. 1, 2.
What is meant by * the hand of the Lord #*
Upon whom was it laid ?
To what place was the prophet carried ?
What were in the valley ?
What did these dry bones represent ? Verse 11,
How did they represent Irael at that time ¢
Of what besides were they a symbol? Eph,
2.1

Wherein does sin resemble death ?

2. The Word of the Lord, v. 3-8,

What question was asked of the prophet ?

What answer did he give ¥

What was he commanded to do ¢

What is here meant by “prophesy?” [To
speak in the name of the Lord.]

Who are now God’s messengers to men ¢

What was he commanded to say ?

What promise was given ?

What did the prophet do ?

What was the result ?

Were these bodies now living ¢

What did they need to give them life? Gen.
27

Who alone can give life ?
3. The Breath of Life, v. 9, 10,

What was the prophet next commanded to do
and to say ?

Did the prophet obey these commands ®

Are all men dead insin?  Rom. 5. 12,

By whom can life be given? Rom. 5. 17,

How are men to receive life ¥ John 5. 24,
4. The Explanation, v, 11-14,

What did these bones represent ¥

What did the house of Israel say about these
bones ?

What did God say about its graves ?

In what sense was Israel at this time buried ?

What new life were the people to have ¥ Verse
14,

Had God’s Spirit been in them when they were
taken captive to Babylon ¢

Were they ever restored to their own land ¢

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That God can do what seems impossible ?
2. That God’s work is gradual and progressive ?
3. That God uses men as his agents ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was Ezekiel? The Lord’s prophet.
When did he live? A long time before
Christ came.
How did the Lord sometimes speak to him?
By visions,
What is a vision like ¥
Why does the Lord not need to use visions
now? We have Jesus to teach us who God
is and what he is like.
What was the vision told in this lesson? A
vision of dry bones.
Who were like these dry bones? The people
of Israel.
How had they lost the life of the Spirit? By
disobeying God.
What did God say he could do? Make these

dry bones live,
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What did Ezekiel see in the vision? The dry NEW URCH CATECHISM, g
bon’es bec'on~| g liviug persons. 80. How shalllill men be broughtto the judgment? bod
What is sin? Death. At th 2 the
Who can change it to life? God. the comiggof Christ all that arein the graves pla
et shall hear Higloice, and shall come forth ; they that bo!
THE LESSON CATECHISM. have done ggpd, unto the resurrection of life; and pro
(For the entire school.) they that hafle done evil, unto the resurrection of wal
1. Where did the Spirit of the Lord carry the | condemnatign. and
pr‘l)pll\t:l'.‘ ln'lo tlhe vulleVLOi l:r)’“b:“*?-" " John v. 28820, Marvel not at this : for the hour is arn
2. "_“ was he to exclaim Henr the coming, infvhich all that are in the graves shall ok
word of the Lord.” | iane htaw 4 shall foich i thiy Chat by the
3. What was the effect? The dry bones| » &nd shall come forth ; Loy Suthave tior
became an exceeding great army. done go unto the resurrection of life; and they wor
4. What is the gracious promise of the GOLDEN | that havefdone evil, unto the resurrection of dam the
Texr? *I will put my Spirit within you.” nation. saly
eve
THE LESSON OUTLINE. add

From Death to Life, ;l"'
I. A Deap WorLp. 2. So I prophesied. v. 7. (:;“‘
1. Valley....full of bones, v. 1,2 We preach Christ crucified. 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24, "
Dead in trespasses. Eph. 2. 1. Not ourselves, but Christ, 2 Cor. 4. 5. ".

h T, & B P P 2
In pleasure is dead. 1 Tim. 5. 6. 3. The bones came together. v. 7. o
2. The house of Israel, v, 11. God gave the increase. 1 Cor. 3. 5, 6, i
Our bones, ...scattered. Psa. 4. 7. We preach,...ye believed. 1 Cor. 15, 11, inl'
Country is desolate. Isa. 1. 7. IV. Tue SPiriT OF LIFE. ne
g o o0 in
1. Tue Giver oF Live 1, Comt.,. 0 breath, v.9. exp

Ay A o = Sendeth forth thy Spirit. Psa. 104, 30
1. The Lovd. ... will cause breath, V8. 5, b, et " ‘ o ver
i a5 o Until the 8pirit be poured. Isa. 32. 15.

I make alive. Deut, 32, 39. el ST SUS

. s 2. Put my Spirit in you. v. 14 3

In him was life, John 1. 4. e " 3

" ¢ My Spirit upon thy seed. Isa. 44. 3. :
2. Will open your graves. vs. 12, 13 > g 2 it p
) . Ye are....in the Spirit.  Rom. 8, 9.

In the graves shall hear. John 5. 28, " R A Lor
The dead shall be raised. 1 Cor. 15. 52 V. A Livino ORURCH, Goi
. | 1. They lived and stood. v. 10. God

0

111, Tue PREACHING OF LIFE. Thy dead....shall live. Isa. 6. 19. '4'

1. HMe said, ... Prophesy. V.4 Ransomed. ...shall return. Isa. 5. 10

3 Rey
How....hear without a preacher? Rom.| 2. Ju yourown land. v. 14. ok
10. 14, 15. A tenth....shall return. Isa. 6. 13. '[,""
Woe....if I preach not. 1 Cor, 9. 16 All Israel shall be saved. Rom, 11, 26, 'il :

e
in
EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES. God

The fortunes of Israel had, as we have seen in former lessons, fallen to their lowest condition. wo

The temple was in ashes ; the city was destroyed ; the throne of David was cast down ; a mournful hea
silence was brooding over the wasted lands, and all that was left of the chosen people was a com- can
pany of captives in Chaldea, whose dethroned and blinded king lay pining in Nebuchadnezzar's the
prison. The picture which represented the state of Israel before the eyes of the mourning prophet God
was that of a valley white with the skeletons of a dead host. By the command of God, Ezekiel be- cho
gan to prophesy, giving to the dry bones the divine promise of returning life. At his word there and
is a rushing, and everywhere the fleshless bones are united ; the muscles and the skin appear upon efto
them, and an army of soulless corpses covers the plain. Now the winds are summoned to bring their 5
breath to the dead, and as it fans their faces bosoms heave, cheeks flush, redder life pulses not
through every heart, and those that an hour ago lay throughout the plain as scattereu bones now cau
stand upon their feet as the host of the Lord, a regenerated Israel, throbbing with new life, and live
he

beaming with hope for the centuries to come.

Verse 1. The hand of the Lord was upon | Carried me out in the Spirit of the Lord.
me. A man’s arm bended, with a mallet in the There seems to be a care throughout Ezekiel’s
hand, is to this day a popular symbol of strength. | phraseology to indicate that his spirit only was
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“carried out ;7" he was in an ecstatic state ; his
body remained where it was, Set me down in
the midst of the valley, Or‘ plain—a level
place surrounded by hills, Which was full of
bones, The place may have been familiar to the
prophet. In those days even more than in these
wars devastated large portions of God’s heritage,
and modern precautions were not taken by
armies for the burial of the slain. The prime aim
of this vision was to exhibit to the exiled Jews
their helplessness and the hope of their restora-
tion. A secondary purpose was to give the
worshipers of God in all generations a picture of
the unregenerate world and the means for its
salvation ; the world is a valley of dry bones, for
every sinner is as one dead. Whether or not, in
addition to these two purposes, the doctrine of
the final resurrection was here intentionally
foreshadowed, it cannot well be kept out
of the mind of the Christian who studies this
passage,

2. Cause me to pass by them round
about, He was probably, in vision, led back-
ward and forward through the piles of whiten-
ing bones. Behold, there were very many
in the open valley. There were vast numbers
exposed on the ground. And lo, they were
very dry. There was no hope whatever of re-
suscitation,

3. Son of man, can these bones live. Is
it possible? To the phrase “Son of man’ our
Lord afterward gave a fuller meaning. O Lord
God, thou knowest. Nothing is impossible to
God,

4. Prophesy upon these bones. Or,as the
Revised Version says, “ over the bones.” The
prophet, as has been well said, was not always a
foreteller, but always a forthteller, always
the deliverer of a message from God. And
in this case he is not to predict, but to utter
God's message. O ye dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord. But how could dry bones
hear, without flesh, muscles, and nerves? Tow
can anything impossible be done? How could
the man with the shriveled arm stretch it forth ?
God's word can reach as far as God's wiil
chooses. We are to preach salvation to all men,
and count no lost soul within the reach of our
efforts beyond the power of the Gospel,

5. Thus saith the Lord God. FEzekiel is
not giving his own opinion merely, I will
cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall
live. “Iam causing.” The completed miracle
he mentions first, then afterward details the proc-
ess, These bones shall again support the intri-
cate fleshy structure of living, human beings.
“Life” and * breath ’ are expressed by the same
word, The promise is first of restored national

!cxismnc«-, then of spiritual life to those dead in
trespasses and in sin.

6. I will lay sinews upon you, and will
| bring up flesh upon you, and cover you
| with skin. Iere is the process, Every miss-

ing part of the human body is to be restored, and
| then God will put breath into them, as he breathed
| into Adam the breath of life, and they shall live.
; Ye shall know. Assoon as these men become
‘ again living, thinking, acting creatures, a great
knowledge springs up in their minds that Je-
‘ hovah is the God. Those who have experienced
Giod’s grace know his power.
7. So I prophesied. Did what he was told
to do—even though it was to preach to dry bones.
| There was a noise. A thundering, as the
bones came together. And, behold, a shake
ing. The whole valley was covered with bones,
and as every one of these bones changed its po-
sition before the prophet’s eyes the effect was like
that of an earthquake. The bones came toe
gether, bone to his bone. Each bone, driven
by an intelligent force, sought the other parts of
the body to which it had once belonged, and
each joint came into its fitting place. Already
in Chaldea there were preliminary movements
toward a return to the Holy Land, which might
be compared to this movement of bone to bone,

8. When I beheld. As I watched. The
sinews and the flesh came up upon them,
and the skin covered them. God's promise
was kept item by item. But there was no
breath in them, All that had been done was
introductory to the great miracle. With the out-
ward forms of godliness is need of its spiritual
power.

9. Prophesy unto the wind. Or “the
breath,’ or‘the Spirit;” for the same word is used
forall three, and all three are referred to here, The
dead men of the vision needed the wind, which
became breath as soon as it was in them. But
the nation which was symbolized required the
animating Spirit. Come from the four winds.
The old conception of the universe was quad-
rilateral. There were four corners of the world,
four points of the compass, and four winds
answering to the points of the compass.
Breathe upon these slain, that they may
lives As of old, the 8pirit of God brooded upon
the waters and afterward breathed into man the
breath of life.  As on the day of Pentecost, and
thousands of times since, the Spirit of God has
breathed upon thousands who were dead in tres-
passes and sins, and restored them to life.

10. So I prophesied. Ashe was told, again.
They lived, and stood up upon their feet,
an exceeding great army. Activity follows
close upon life. So the nation of Isracl was re-
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stored to numerical strength and to great vigor. |
The time of Ezra, the generation which followed ‘
that of Ezekiel, was a time of much intellectual
and spiritual activity.

11. These bones are the whole house of
Israel. Including both nations. I el and
Judah had been disintegrated and subjected to |
decay like this defeated and slaughtered army. |
Upon these whitened bones the winds of the
rainy season had blown, the sun in its fury had
smitten them, all the forces of nature had at-
tacked them ; so the nation of Israel had been |
gubjected to innumerable forces tending toward ‘
ruin. Were the bones dead? So was the hnly;
nation. Were they widely scattered ? 8o were |
the Jews. Our bones are dried. With im-|
agery similar to that of Paul they had thought of ‘
themselves as organs of the great national body ; |
the head of the nation could not say to the feet, |
« 1 have no need of thee ;” the feet could not say ‘
to the hands, ** I have no need of thee.”” But that
was in the old days, when the nation was instinct
with life. Now each organ is separated from its

—eeeooo——
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the whole mation was practically dead and
buried. A dead man by his own power might
rise from his grave and return to home and busi-
ness as easily as this poor little nation could re-
vive itself, and reestablish itself in Palestine,
But thus saith the Lord Godj it shall be
done,

13. Ye shallknow that I am the Lord,
Not only know that the words of Ezekiel were
the words of Jehovah, but that Jehovah is now
the same as of old—the same Giod who rained
destruction upon Sfodom, who plagued Pharaoh,
led the children of Israel across the desert,
threw down the walls of Jericho, and made the
heathen flee before them. e was able to per-
form as great wonders in the days of Ezekielas
at any previous time.

14. Shall put my Spirit in you, and ye
shall live. As the “wind,” or * breath,” or
spirit or physical life, which the Lord God had
called from the four corners of heaven, had ani-

[ mated the dead men and turned them into act-
. ive, aggressive, vigilant soldiers, so the Spirit of

fellows : imlecd,mnstuflhcman-mu-rly decayed; | God is to be breathed into Israel, and God will

no one can be of any service to the others, for the
nation is dismembered and dead. Our hope is

dwell in it, the animating national force. 1
| shall place you in yourown land. A prom-

lost. The most deplorable feature of all. We | ise that some of those who heard these words

are cut off for our parts, * For our part:”
so far as we go. *‘Clean cut off,” says the Re-
vised Version. We are utterly separated from
old-time conditions of national glory, Our na-
tional spirit is extinct.

12. I will open your graves. In Babylonia

{lived to see fulfilled. ‘Then shall ye know
that I the Lord have spoken it, and pers
l formed it. It is well to recognize the hand of
God in the accomplishment of our victories, It
is better by strong faith to be sure of the prom-
ise before as after its performance.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. The hand of the Lord. This ex-
pression meets us again and again in Ezekiel.
(See1.3:8.22;8, 1and often.) Itsignifies the su-
perhuman power which Jehovah exercised over
the prophet in order to influence him to carry
out his work, ‘““the hand being n-uurgled as the
organ of power in action,” Here it refers espe-
cially to the ecstatic state of Ezekiel, who was
about to receive a divine message for the people.
Carried me out in the Spirit of the Lord.
The subject of the verb is the hand of Jehovah—
that is, the hand of Jehovah carried me out in
the 8pirit of Jehovah. Clumsy as the expression

may appear, it is a faithful reproduction of the
Hebrew, though some have suggested that Je-
hovah is the subject and then read, Jehovah car-

| covered with the bones of those fallen in some
great battle, Such scenes are said to have been
common in ancient warlike times.

2. In the open valley. On the very surface
of the valley, unburied on the ground, just where
they had fallen in war. In verse 12 they are said

‘m have been buried and called forth from their
| graves. As this is a vision, we are not to look
“‘“' scientific accuracy. They were very dry.
There was no flesh to moisten them, so long had
| they been exposed to the wild beasts and the cle-
| ments.
| 3. Son of man. The phrase ben Adam, trans-
lated ““son of man,” though used by Ezekiel
about ninety times, is found nowhere else in the
0ld Testament except Dan. 8. 173 ben enosh, also

ried me out in spirit—that is, in a state of mental | rendered ** son of man,”’ meets us in other books.

ecstasy. In the midstof the valley. Probably

It was probably used as a reminder of human

the same valley that is mentioned in 3. 22, where | weakness and frailty, The term itself is idio-

the Hebrew word bikah is rendered ** plain.”

matic Hebrew for human being, or man. Can

It was full of bones. It is very possible that | these bones live ? The question was intended
the prophet had really seen such a field literally | to arouse attention and awaken the faith of the
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prophet, to prepare him for the great work
which Jehovah had for him to do. The result
should encourage all good men to attempt, when
Giod commands, what seems even impossible.
O Lord, thou knowest. Another way of say-
ing, “If they are restored to life, it must be
through thy almighty power. Thou canst do all
things.”

4. Prophesy over these bones. Announce
to these dead bones what God is about to do for
them, The word translated * prophesy,” in this
place, does not necessarily signify to foretell a
future event, but is often employed in the sense
of speaking or teaching. In studying the life
and works of the Ilebrew prophets it is clear
that though foretelling the future was a very im-
portant part of their duty, it was by no means
their only or chief work. Our English word
prophet is from the Greek prophetes—that is, one
who speaks foranother. Say unte them, The
dry bones represented captive Israel.  The figure
is suggestive, Isracl as a nation was dead, and
had as little prospect of a new national life as
these dry bones had of a resurrection, Hear
the word of the Lord. Listen to the message
Jehovah your God has for you. There is life in
his word. As on creation day, so to-day, God
speaks, and life appears.

5. I will cause breath to enter into you.
The word ruach, rendered “breath,” is often
translated * wind " or * spirit.” In Gen. 1. 2 we
read that *“ the spirit [or as some translate, the
wind] of God moved upon the face of the waters.”
He will now breathe into their lifeless bones, as
be breathed the breath of life into Adam, our first
parent,

6. These bleached bones are now to be cov-
ered with flesh and skin, and then the lifeless
body is to have a soul or new life put into it.

7. There was a noise, The word used is
kol, usnally rendered “ voice,” As it is directly
connected with earthquake (A. V.. shaking), it
has been inferred that the noise heard must have
been the sound of heavy thunder. Indeed, thun-
deriscalled ** voice of God.” (See Psa.20.) Per-
haps, however, nothing more is meant than that
Jehovah spoke in audible voice to these bones,
and that the word translated ‘“earthquake” refers
1o the noise made by the bones, as they, in obe-
dience to the voice, gathered together, Bone
to his bone. The several bones belonging to
one body were now brought together. This is
figuratively used for the assembling of the cap-
tives to deliberate upon plans for the return to
Palestine,

8, There was no breath in them. The
prophet naturally compared the poor, downtrod-
den people of his race to the lifeless body
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of man as deseribed in Gen, 2. 7. The body was
perfect, but it lacked life, This was the condi-
tion of Israel away from God, and is the condi-
tion of every man without God in the soul.

9. Prophesy unto the wind. Theword ren-
dered “wind " is that rendered *“ breath in verse
5. The meaning is that the prophet is to address
himself to the four winds—that is, winds from
every point of the comp 80 large is the
army of the slain as to require an immense quan-
tity of wind or breath to revivify them.

11. The whole house of Israel. Not sim-
ply Judah, but the other tribes as well. It
seems that when the tribes revolted in the time
of Jeroboam that Benjamin and Levi and a part
of the tribe of 8imeon remained loyal to Reho-
boam. (See 2 Chron. 11,13 ff. and verses 16-18 of
this chapter.) We are clean cut off. This is
the language of despair. Israel captive, under
the dominion of the great Babylonian ruler, had
no hope of restoration. 8o they cry out, when
urged to work and trust God, “We are com-
pletely lost.””  Our every effort to regain national
independence must prove vain,

12. Behold, I will open your graves,
Isracl had been compared to dry bones, but
bones unburied ; the figure is carried a little far-
ther. They are not only dead, their national
unity was entirely destroyed. They were buried
out of sight among the heathen nations. Now,
however, God is about to open their graves—
that is, bring them out of the lands wherein they
were exiles, and to restore them to their beauti-
ful Canaan. O my people. This is an endear-
ing title, intended to encourage those who were
cast down and lacking full faith in the promises
of Jehovah. 1 will bring you into the land
of Israel. To us, acquainted with the doctrine
of the resurrection of the body from the grave
| there is a posgibility of misunderstanding these
| beautiful visions of Ez Whatever his views
were regarding the resurrection of the human
body after death, it is clear that he speaks here
only of the restoration of the Jewish people into
new national life, their return from Babylon to
the land of their fathers,

Thoughts for Young People.

Thoughts concerning Spiritual Death and
Life.

1. Every sinner is in a state of death, a mere
lifeless ghastly skeleton.  Verse 1.

2. The world of sin is like a sepulcher, full of
dry bones, Verse 2.

3. The impartation of life to those spiritually
dead 1s beyond the power of man. Verse 3.

4. In the salvation of the world God employs
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men as his agents, and preaching as his ill.\’ll‘lk‘
mentality, Verse 4.
5. Though men are called upon to work for the

tion of a dead body than anything I have ever
| seen,”

God can turn the forbidding into the helpful, the

salvation of sinners, yet the power which lifts | weak into the strong, the despised into the hon-

from death to life is all of God. ored, The miracle of the Nazarene leading the
o . G e N world does not wane, but grows as we know more
m?,.'":ll:': f::‘,t[:l‘ﬁ:i::n.‘ l:::mt;:,‘::“.(i;:::l?':-‘;:l,:l:: 1‘ of what the hum‘un heart um.l }\‘ill are. ln.m.»
Verse 7. most obscure spirit may be waiting the benefit of
| the nations, as with the Syrian youth was the

7. The process of a soul's new birth in right-| feeding of hungry thousands. So with Theresa,
eousness is gradual, and by successive Steps.| e hospital builder, who began ler simple char-

Verse 5.

Verse 8,
8. The outward form of godliness is not suffi-
cient without its inward power, Verse 9.
9, God does not ce
until it is complete.

his work of redemption |
Verse 10,

By Way of lllustration.

The mivacle of rvegeneration, Bishop C. C. Me-
Cabe said to a class of young ministers at a Con-
ference :

“The best way to have success is to find the
worst man in the community and get him con-
verted, and this miracle will be such a proof of |
divine power that everybody will be aroused and
convinced, and thus the dying faith of the people
will be stimulated, In my early ministry I was
holding meetings in my little church, I had just
given the Gospel invitation, when a ragged, dis-
solute man, acknowledged to be the worst drunk- |
ard in the community, opened the door and
looked in. I called out :

¢+ My friend, if you want Jesus Christ to save
you from all your sins, come in.’

“He came in and walked down the aisle to the
altar, where he knelt. In a few minutes he was
a new man in Christ Jesus ; the miracle of regen-
eration was wrought in him. He became one of
the faithful members of that little Church. Sev-
eral years later, when stopping in a neighboring
town, I was approached by a fine-looking young
man who said :

«¢1 am the son of that man who knelt at your
altar on that occasion. My father is now a stew-
ard and class leader and trustee in that Church,
and has been all these years an earnest Chris-|
tian.' "

The helplessues of man to save himself from the
disease of sin may be illustrated by the story of
Laoccoon and his sons in the second book of
Virgil. The great serpent which has come out of

ities with only three farthings, replying to those
who would dissuade her, “Theresa with three
farthings is nothing, but God and three farthings
are everything.” The acts of patriot or martyr,
or the kind deed to the stranger, may be already
issuing in changed purposes, involving the des-
tinies of millions. It is not in the blowing up of
battleships and the coronation of czars that the
mightiest events of God’s kingdom are scen.
Some loving, ransoming thought in the mind of
a Frances Willard may be working more pro-
foundly among the forlorn, in many lands, trans-
forming homes and communities for which God
thus cares, With fine satire upon their race
pride John said to the boasting Pharisees, “hod
is able of these stones to raise up children unto
Abraham.”—D. W, 8, Clark,

“ God is able,” Dr, F. E. Clark, at the great
Cleveland Convention, gave the young people
this motto, *“ God is able!” e said: ** Young

| people’s societies are not able, the Church is not

able, but God is able, When William Carey
used to go to the ruins of an old heathen temple
on the banks of the Ganges to pray he realized
what tremendous darkness surrounded him and
what appalling difficulties stood in the way of
that land becoming Christian, but with conquer-
ing faith he said, ‘ God is able,” and claimed the
promise of his word.”

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Instead of talking to my" class to-day I would
like to talk with my fellow-teachers.

Do you get discouraged in your work? I am
afraid we all too often do. When the Lord sets
us down in the midst of very unpromising
young people, as he set Ezekiel among dry bones,
and the question comes, ** Is there hope of mak-
ing anything out of them?” we sometimes
answer with a languid faith, *The Lord alone

the sea has wound itself about the father and | knows; I am not sure about it myself.” It may
sons, and they are being crushed to death in its help us to consider the prophet’s experience.
huge coils while they struggle to get loose. The vivifying of dry bones is hardly more im-
One of our early missionaries to India said : probable to human belief than is the regenera-
«1f ever I see a Hindu converted, I shall see | tion of some among whom we sit every Sunday.
that which more nearly approaches the resurrec- | But the dry bones “lived, and stood upon their
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feet,” energetie personalities, ready for action—
a great army.  There is surely no member of my
¢lass or yours more hopeless than a dry bone.
When the prophet felt himself unable to solve
the problem, the Lord did not say its solution
depended upon him in any way except to give
his message to the bones,

That was all he was told to do, and all he had

bility to the Jewish people....The fulfillment of
the prophecy in the restoration....Outline for
teaching : I. The picture of a sinner’s state, 11
The means of a sinner’s salvation. III. The
process of a sinner's transformation....How
this lesson illustrates: (1) The condition of the
world : (2) The power of the Gospel ; (3) The im-
portance of preaching to the lost; (4) The om-

the ability to do. He was commanded to say to | nipotence of God....The first scene is of a dead
them not his own words or thoughts or specula- | people—the valley of dry bones, This may rep-
tions as to the effect of his prophesying, but | resent the condition of the Jewish kingdom at
simply the word of the Lord. And doing as he | that time, without a sign of their renewal and
waus commanded, a decided effect was produced. |life. It is also a picture of the world dead in sin,
The bones began to look like human heings. for gin is a state of death. 2. The second scene

8o God says to us, * Bea faithful teacher of my | shows us the source of life, God said, I will
truth, tell your class over and over again the  cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live.”
things they ought to know: teach the word |Allour life comes from God. 3. Next we notice
week after week, for the entrance of the word illu- divine method of giving life. He might have
giveth light; and my word shall not return |restored it by divine power, but he chose to use
unto me void ; it shall accomplish that which I ‘ human power. o it is now. 4. But we observe
please, and it shall prosper in the thing | another scene. Bone came to bone and muscle
whereto I sent it.” We do not send it ; He sends | to muscle, but the army lay dead, an army of
it by us. ‘The most unpromising scholar will im- | corpses until touched by the Spirit of life, Men
prove in mind and morals and manners under | may preach, but only God can give power.
faithful, tactful, thoughtful teaching of the word. | 5. The last picture is that of the living Church, As
Nor is this all we can do, There was great out- | this army arose from the dead bones, as Israel
ward change in the bones, “but there was no | came back from the lund of idols and idol wor-
breath in them.” The one thing needed to make | shipers, so out of the dead world arises the living

this apparent improvement of real value was
lacking, A good appearance was of little con-
sequence if they were dead. O, fellow-teacher,

let us be thankful if we win the love, respect, |

and attention of our class, but never let us be
satisfied with this alone! However interested or
interesting they may be, without the life of God
they are dead. The Spirit is not ours to give, but

it comes as breath came to the dry bones when, |
with a true heart cry we pray, trusting the *‘ thus |

saith the Lord,” “Come from the four winds, O,
breath, and breathe upon these slain that they

may live,” Those whom we thusteach, and for |

whom we thus pray, will surely live. They will
stand ereet, as God intended them to be and do,
cach in his sphere a center of influence for
good. Never let us be discouraged, The joy of
winning even one soul is enough reward for
vears of patient teaching. An ‘‘exceeding great
army  of valiant fighters against evil will come
from our Sunday schools if we teachers faith-
fully use the word in the power of the Holy
Spirit,  “Then shall ye know that I the Lord
have spoken it and performed it, saith the Lord.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Notice the time when the vision took place....
The condition of the Jews, and their prospects
....A word-picture of the scene....Its applica-

Church of believers in Christ.

Blackboard.

DEATI
DRY BONES | DEADIN SIN

HEAR Tt WORD

WIND SPIRIT
LIFE

The vision of physical death (dry bones) typi-
fies the spiritual state of those who are dead in
sin, The only hope of such is that they ‘‘ hear
the word of the Lord,”” the invitations, the
promises, the warnings, by heeding which they
may be made whole. The new life in Christ is a
miracle greater than the resurrection of dry
bones, and the operation of the Spirit in the
heart more wonderful than the work ef the wind
in giving them breath. ‘He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me....is

passed from death into life,’
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oPTI0 YMNS, Library References.

Come, Ioly Ghost, our hearts inspire.
Come, Holy Ghost, in love,

Thy word, almighty Lord.

Deep are the wounds,

The Lord into his garden comes,

Light of life, seraphie fire.
Awake, my soul, in joyful lays.
Welcome, delightful morn.
Come, Holy Spirit, come,

Lord, we come in faith believing,

See references on the last lesson,
SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verses 1-10,.—Nelson, Rev. T. A,, “The True
Minister and His Work," Zhe Homiletic Monthly,
March, 1883, page 357, McLean, J., * The Valley
of Dry Bones,” T%he Pulpit, vol. xxvi, page 313,

Verse 9.—Horwood, W. D., “The Divine
Wrath,” The Pulpit, vol. 1xxiii, page 513,

Verses 11-13.—Spurgeon, C. I, ** Despair De-
nounced and Grace Glorified,” 7he Homiletic
Monthly, December, 1882, page 150.

Verses 13, 14.—Thomas, David, * S8oul Resur-
rection,” Zhe Preacher’s Magazine, 1897, page 168,

LESSON VIII. THE RIVER OF SALVATION.

| Aug. 20.

GOLDEN TEXT. Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. Rev. 22,17,

AvTHORIZED VERSION,

{Compare Zech, 13, 1 and 14. 8, 9, and Matt. 13,
31~ also Rev, 22, 1-5.] _

Ezek. 47. 1-12.

1 Afterward he brought me again unto the
door of the house; and behold, waters issued
out from under the threshold of the house east-
ward : for the forefront of the house stood toward
the east, and the waters came down from under,
from the right side of the house, at the south side
of the altar,

| Commit to memory verse 12.]

2 Then brought he me out of the way of the
gate northward, and led me about the way with-
out unto the outer gate by the way that looketh
eastward ; and behold, there ran out waters on
the right side.

3 And when the man that had the line in his
hand went forth eastward, he measured a thou-
sand cubits, and he brought me throngh the wa-
ters ; the waters were to the ankles,

4 Again he measured a thousand, and brought
me through the waters; the waters were to the
knees. Again he measured a thousand, and
brought me through: the waters were to the
loins.

5 Afterward he measured a thousand; and it
ways a river that 1 could not pass over: for the
waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that
could not be passed over.

6 And he gaid unto me, Son of man, hast thou
seen this? Then he brought me, and caused me
to return to the brink of the river,

7 Now when I had returned, behold, at the bank
of the river were very many trees on the one side
and on the other,

8 Then said he unto me, These waters issue
out toward the east country, and go down into
the desert, and go into the sea: which being
brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be
healed.

ReVISED VERSION,

1 And he brought me back unto the door of
the house; and behold, waters issued out
from under the threshold of the house cast-
ward, for the forefront of the house was to-
ward the east: and the waters came down
from under, from the right side of the house,
on the south of the altar. Then brought he
me out by the way of the gate northward,
and led me round by the way without unto
the outer gate, by the way of the gate that
looketh toward the east; and behold, there
ran out waters on the right side. When the
man went forth eastward with the line in his
hand, he measured a thousand cubits, and
he caused me to pass through the waters,
waters that were to the ankles. Again he
measured a thousand, and caused me to pass
through the waters, waters that were to the
knees. Again he measured a thousand, and
caused me to pass through the waters, waters
that were to the loins. Afterward he meas-
ured a thousand; and it was a river that I
could not pass through : for the waters were
risen, waters to swim in, a river that could
not be passed through. And he said unto
me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? Then
he brought me, and caused me to return to
the bank of the river. Now when 1 had re-
turned, behold, upon the bank of the river
were very many trees on the one side and on
the other. Then said he unto me, These wa-
ters issue forth toward the eastern region,
and shall go down into the Arabah : and they
shall go toward the sea ; into the sea shall the
waters go which were made toissue forth ; and
9 the waters shall be healed. And it shall come

to pass, that every living creature which
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|
9 And it shall come to pass, that (-\'cr.\'thing!
that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the
rivers shall come, shall live : and there shall be |
a very great multitude of fish, because these wa-
tors shall come thither : for they shall be healed ; |
and everything shall live whither the river com-
eth. |

10 And it shall come to pass, that the ﬁsh(‘rﬁ‘
shall stand upon it from En-gefdi even unto |
En-eg-lafini 3 they shall be a place to spread
forth nets : their fish shall be according to their
kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding
many.

11 But the miry places thereof and the marshes
thereof shall not be healed ; they shall be given
to salt.

12 And by the river upon the bank thereof, on
this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for
meat, whose leas shall not fade, neither shall the
fruit thereof be consumed : it shall bring forth
new fruit according to his months, because their
waters they issueed out of the sanctuary: and
the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf
thereof for medicine,

swarmeth, in every place whither the rivers
come, shall live; and there shall be a very
great multitude of fish: for these waters are
come thither, and the waters of the sea shall be
healed, and everything shall live whitherso-

10 ever the river cometh.  And it shall come to
pass, that fishers shall stand by it : from En-
ge'di even unto En-eg-la’/im shall be a place
for the spreading of nets ; their fish shall be
after their kinds, as the fish of the great sea,
exceedingmany.  But the miry places thereof,
and the marishes thereof, shall not be healed ;
they shall be given up to salt. And by the
river upon the bank thereof, on this side and
on that side, shall grow every tree for meat,
whose leaf shall not wither, neither shall the
fruit thereof fail: it shall bring forth new
fruit every month, because the waters thereof
issue out of the sanctuary: and the fruit
thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof
for healing.

Time,—This prophecy was delivered prob-
ably about B. C. 587 or 585. Place.—Ezekiel
lived in the Euphrates valley, near the river Che-
bar.

Home Readings.

The River of Salvation. FEzek. 47, 1-12.
. Streams in the desert, Isa. 35,

A miraculous supply. 2 Kings 3, 9-20,

Living waters,  Zech, 14, 4-11,

The river of God. Psa. 65,

A free gift. Rev. 21, 1-7,

Water of life. Rev. 22, 1-7.,

“Whosoever hea ," shout, shout the sound!
Send the blessedidings all the world around.

No. 86, New Fanadian Hymnal.

sinners, poor and needy,
Weak gnd wounded, sick and sore,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.

1. The Power of Divine Grace, v. 1-6,
What was the * door of the house " in verse 1?
What do the issuing waters represent ?
Whither did they flow ¥
What does their increasing depth represent?
What does water typify in the Old Testament ¥
What are the points of comparison between

this spring of water and salvation ?

What are the points of failure in the compari-
son?
What is the gracious invitation of the GoLDEN

TexT?

2. The Beneficence of Divine Grace, v, 7-12.
What were seen at the bank of the river ?
What do they represent ?

What effect had the spring upon the sea ?

What is the teaching of this? :

What is taught by the sea becoming full of
fishes ?

What do the “miry places® in verse 11 illus-
trate ?

In what respects is a righteous man compared
toatree?

What hope for the future does this lesson give
us?

What recent events, if any, in the Church anid
world strengthen this hope ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. God’s truth is to flow forth from his Church.
The stream is pure, abundant, and healing, It
is a growing stream, and as it falls into the Dead
Sea of indifference and sin it has a changing ef-
feet,

2. The duty and joy of a good man are to watch
this stream as it flows, and see its power and be-
hold its triumph. The missionary work is an
education to him who studies it. It awakens
sympathy ; it prompts to prayer, to generosity,
to holy living.

3. The first psalin is a comment on verse 12 of
the lesson. The righteous man is a tree of life,
well rooted by the living stream ; he therefore
flourishes even down to old age,
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDI ATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Power of Di
Where did God bring Ez
What house was this?
What flowed out from under its threshold ?

In what direction did the waters pour ?

Was this a weak rivulet or a great, majestic
river ?

When a man had measured a thousand cubits
how deep were the waters ?

When he had measured another thousand how
deep were they ?

When he had measured a third thousand liow
deep were they ?

When he had measured a fourth thousand how
deep were they ?

What did he say to Ezekiel ?

Where did he bring him ?

2. The Beneficence of Divine Grace, v, 7-12.
What did Ezekiel see on the bank of the river?
Through what sort of country had the river

flowed ¢
Into what sort of sea did it pour?_

What was its effect on this bad sea?

What was the effect of the river on everything
that it touched ?

What was the effect of the river on the na-
tion’s industries ?

What about the cultivation on its banks ?

What sort of fruit and leafage would come
from its trees ¥

What was the cause of the goodness of these
waters ? [They issued out of the sanctuary.]

What is the GoLpeN TEXT?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That the grace of God is outpoured in his
own time, in his own way ?
2, That it constantly increases in strength
without any earthly tributaries ?
3. That it is meat and medicine for all souls ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

How long before the coming of Christ did Eze-
kiel live? About five hundred years,

THE LESSON OUTLI

What did God show him in this lesson? The
vision of the holy waters.

Where did these waters come from? From
under the holy house.

How deep were they at first? Only to the
ankles.

What did Ezekiel then see ? ‘That they grew
deeper all the time.

Of what is this a picturc ¥ Of the growth of
Christ’s kingdom,

What did the waters become ¥ A river.

Through what did they flow out to the sea?
Through a desert.

What did they do for the desert and the sca?
They made everything live.

What does the Gospel do for sinful souls?
Makes them alive to God.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What did the prophet see? A spring of
waier flowing from the sacred place.

2. What effect had it upon the stagnant sea ?
Its waters were healed.

3. What then grew on its banks? Trees
whose leaf did not wither.

4. What may the righteous man be said to be?
A tree of life.

5. What is the Gospel invitation ? GoOLDEN
Text: ¢ Whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.””

NEW CHUR$H CATECHISM,
81. How shall all mgh be judged?
All men shall be jyfiged according to the deeds
done in the body, and as responsible for the privi-
leges which they hage enjoyed in this life.

And thou Capernaum, which
en, shalt be brought down to
ty works which have been done
ne in Sodom, it would have re-
y. But I say unto you, That it
ble for theland of Sodom in the
han for thee.

Matthew xi. 23,
art exalted unto he:
hell : for if the mi
in thee, had been
mained until this
shall be more tole|
day of juigment,

E.

The Water of Life.

{. Trs FounTaAIN,
Threshold of the house. v, 1.
Out of Zion, Psa. 50, 2.
The light of the world. Matt. 5. 14
II. Irs SOURCE.
South side of the altar, v. 1.

Precious blood of Christ. 1 Pet. 1. 19,
Will draw all men, John 12, 32,
IIL Its GrROWTH,
Ankles. .. . knees. .. loins, v.3,4.
An hundred and twenty, Acts 1, 15
A great multitude, Rev. 7. 9, 10,
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2 Sea....waters. .. healed, v, 8,
All things new. Rev, 21, 5,
3. Everything shall live, v. 9.
Giveth life unto the world. John 6, 33,
4. Fishers....uponit. v.10.
Fishers of men., Matt. 4, 19,
5. Leaf....for medicine, v. 12,
Heading of the nations, Rev, 22, 2,

Iv. Its Power.
River. .. .to swim in, v.5.
Living waters....go out, Zech, 14, §, 9,
To every creature. Col. 1, 23,

V. Its BLESSING.
1. Many trees, v. 7.
Planted by the rivers. Psa. 1. 3.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Often the thought or story of our Sunday school lesson is so closely intertwined with that
of the context that it cannot be satisfactorily understood without a close study of what goes before
and what comes after. But our lesson to-day is a prophet’s vision, complete in itself. The context
has only the relation to this that a pedestal has to the statue which surmounts it. We are to recall
again the career and character of Ezekiel as they have been brought before us in the preceding two
lessons, We should keep fresh in our memory not only the weird symbolism of this prophet, but
the distinet messages he has before given to the exiled people of Israel. The latter part of his book
is a revelatiou of the coming glory of Jehovah’s kingdom. This vision stands in close connection
with that, and may almost be said to spring out of it. The kingdom of God, according to all earlier
conceptions, was to be confined not only to the twelve tribes, but quite as closely to the Holy
Land ; and when Israel and Judah were exiled from that land they felt that they were taken
away from before the face of Jehovah, When in a few years they were to be restored to that land
that restoration was to bring them back again into the territory of Jehovah. But in this vision
there is a conception quite new. The kingdom of the Lord is henceforth to be of a most expansive
character. It is to spread far and wide, and to become a means of salvation and fructification in
every place it reaches, It is to be as diffusive as it is benign, In the days when God himself is
to reside in the spiritual temple erected in the spiritual Jerusalem, with a royal priesthood for his
ministering servants, the blessedness of his dwelling on earth is to be shared with all men, Starting
from Jerusalem the goodness of God is to flow forth with healthful and restorative energy even
upon the waste places of the earth, and to refresh them with the freshness of life and beauty.
Ezekiel in vision has been standing in the outer court of the temple. He is now brought back to
the eastern door by the angel who accompanied him,

Verse 1. Afterward. After the prophet’s
stay in the outer court and near the sacrificial
kitchens with the people; after the revelations
of the preceding chapters. The door of the
house, * The opening of the house,” the en-
trance into the holy place, the sanctuary of the
temple courts. Behold. Astonishing to relate
Waters issued out from under the threshe
old of the house, ‘‘Living water,” as spring
water is called in the Bible, is repeatedly used as
a symbol of divine blessing, notably by Isaiah
and by our Lord. That the waters here referred
to came * from under the threshold,” from be-
low, is symbolical of the issuance of blessings
from the depths of Jehovah’s worship. Other
blessings are poured down from the heavens, as
we sing, “ Lord, T hear of showers of blessings "
and “Raviour, visit thy plantation;” but this
blessing is to spring from under the foundation
of the holy temple. There is a deep thought
here, Eastward. ‘The reason for saying
‘eastward’ is the eastern position of the temple
front ; the waters which issued from below the
house flowed toward the place where the glory of

the Eternal had, according to Ezekiel's former
vigion, entered the house.”—Fairbairn, This
spring, coming from the heart of the sanctuary,
bears along its mysteries and its ideals, and as
according to oriental idioms the temple looked
eastward, in that direction these gushing
streams of beneficence flow. The forefront
of the house stood toward the east,
As from time immemorial had been the case
with sacred edifices. The waters came
down from under. The repetition shows the
importance that these details had in Ezekiel's
mind. From the right side of the house, at
the south side of the altar. All these elabo-
rate descriptive touches show that to Ezekiel's
mind this water was no artificial well sunken for
priestly purposes. It was not an outburst of any
water that had previously been conducted into
the temple. It was, as one might say, the free
outflow of the temple’s inmost nature.  The altar
of burnt offering stood directly in front of the
eastern door of the sanctuary. Now, if the water
had sprung from the middle of the threshold, it
must flow against that altar, For that reason it
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flows at one side of the altar, and at the right!
side, of course, for that *‘ was the side of good \
fortune and power.” The Bedouins to-day n.-l
. gard the right hand and the right foot as emblem- |
atic of eminence and affection, and the right
hand of the Lord is repeatedly mentioned in Holy
Writ. “The water,” says Havernick, ‘“is the ‘
fullness of blessing which is poured out over the |
community from the new manifestation of God.”

2. Then brought he me out of the way of
the gate northward. The purpose of the angel |
was to show Ezekiel the farther course of the |
flowing waters. He is taken by the north guu“
because the eastern gate was always shut, und}
the southern gate would lead him directly against '
the waters. Along the outside of the wall of the
outer court the prophet and the angel walked to
reach the flowing waters. * Whether the waters
flowed forth over or under the courts is not ex-
pressly stated ; at all events they ran under the
surrounding walls, and, doubtless, under the
stone pavement of the outer court.”—Fairbairn.
Behceld, there ran out waters on the right
side. Apparently the southeast side of the tem-
ple, the south side of the east gate. Here again
Ezekiel comes within sight of the rush of waters
which had sprung from underneath the sanc-
tuary.

3. Read these verses carefully in both versions.
Up to this point Ezekiel's attention has been
concentrated on the waters; now the strange
actions of his guide interest him, Following the
waters as they flowed eastwardly, the man meas-
ures a thousand cubits, and calls to Ezekiel to
pass through the waters. e did so, and they
reached to the ankles—the first measurement.

4. The second measure along the course of the
waters brings to notice the astonishing fact that
in their flow of the second thousand cubits they
had become so deep that Ezekiel, wading through
them, became wet to his knees, After the third
measure the waters were to the loins. It
was now a difficult task that the angel gave to
Ezekiel, to wade through a current 8o strong and
80 deep.

5. The fourth thousand. Here Ezekiel is as-
tounded to find no longer a streamlet, but a
river that he could not pass over, Imper-
ceptibly the flood had not only increased in
height and in rapidity, but greatly in width also §
the waters were risen, waters to swim in,
a river that could not be passed over.

6. He said unto me. The angel said to Eze-
kiel. Son of man, hast thou seen this? A
question not meant to be answered, The strange
companions have come to a halting place. The
angel is the exhibitor of the marvelous work of

as a modern boy full of glad astonishment would
ask his comrade, “Do you see that?” What
the prophet’s attention is specially called to is
the continuous increase of the waters. No rain
had fallen, no brooks had run into it. THere is
something as contrary to all mundane experience
as is perpetual motion. ** The streams of world-
ly enterprise after a brief course dry up;” but
this stream of Messianic salvation flows on and
on, like the pilgrims from strength to strength,
like the morning sun brighter and brighter unto
the perfect day, like the mustard seed and the
leaven in the parables of our Lord. By this time
one has got more than a glimpse of the spiritual
teaching of this vision. This is not only the way
in which the kingdom of God grows, the four
disciples on the banks of the Jordan gathering
in others until to-day there are millions and mil-
lions of devout Christians ; not only the way in
which the divine life in the soul of man turns
weak young Christians into fathers in God,
Every item in the description has its lesson. We
have pointed to the right of the stream in the
depths of the temple of God and to the symbolism
of flowing water. IHere the seer, called the ** son
of man,” is by that very title * reminded that his
vision was for mankind, that this swelling stream
flows on to the days of the completion of the
human race.”—Speakers' Commentary. He ooy
caused me to return to the brink of the
river. We are not to understand that Ezekicl
was made to swim across the waters, though he
probably went deep enough into the stream to
see that by no other means could he get to the
opposite bank. Then the angel called him back,
perhaps assisted him from the rushing current
to the bank, where another wonder awaits him,

7. Behold. Another exclamation of aston-
ishment. At the bank of the river were very
many trees on the one side and on the
other. Ezckiel had been so engrossed by the
waters in their bed and by his angelic guide that
he had not at all observed what was going on at
the sides of the river. The inference from this
and the succeeding verses is that fruitful trees
now lined the stream from its source to ils
| outflow into the Dead Sea. * The looking for-
ward gave Ezekiel the knowledge of the progress-
ive fullness and depth of the waters ; not until
he looks back does he come to know, with a view
to what follows, the fertilizing effect of these wa-
ters.”—Rawlinson, We are to recall the physical
blessings that came back to the land of Pales-
tine on the return of the Israelites.

8. Then said he unto me, All that follows
to the close of verse 12 is the explanatory state-
ment of the angel. The prophet is not taken far-

God, and with a holy triumph in his face he asks,

ther along the bank of the river, but he is told
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of the course of the waters and the effect that

Jordan. The Jordan waters are fresh, but not

was produced. These waters issued out to- | strong enough in volume to ““heal ” the waters

ward the east country. Out of the temple, we

of the sea. The confusion of phraseology that

nust remember, and toward the Arabah, the val- | speaks of everything that liveth as living includes
ley of the Jordan, and the region beyond the Dead | all things that were alive and had died in the
Sca, Go down into the desert, and go into | Dead Sea, and all fish that, carried into the Dead
the sea. “Down” they must go with great | Sea, would otherwise have died. It is an em-

precipitation, for the descent from Jerusalem tc

phatic stat of the fact that life and not

Jericho is abrupt. The lower region through | death will hereafter dominate that sea, For

which it runs is full of salt clay, and the place | “rivers” some

translate * double stream,”

where this miraculous river is to enter the Dead | “ The Dead Sea shall become a sea of life,” And

Sea is not far from the mouth of the Jordan, “a

by parity of reason every land, however unfruit-

slimy delta.” Although the Dead Sea seems to ; ful, shall become fruitful as soon as this river
be the only one here referred to, there is a sugges- | waters it.

tion that other seas, the great world of waters,
are referred to here, Some of the Jewish rabbis
taught that the river, which indeed is called
“rivers” in the next verse, divided itself into
twelve rivers which flowed to the twelve tribes.
It was even said to flow on so far as to Calabria
and into Barbary. Having reached the sea, how-
cver, the waters are said to be brought forth
into it, indicating that the *“ higher hand executes
according to deliberate counsel the plan of salva-
tion."—Hengstenberg.  'The waters shall be
healed. The waters of the Dead Sea are
singularly deceptive, In appearance they seem
to the thirsty traveler to be as clear and
pure as any he has ever quaffed, but in its de-
ceptiveness as well as in its deadliness this sea
has been a symbol of the world lying in wicked-
Nness,

9. It shall come to pass, that everything
that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever
the rivers shall come, shall live. There is
no living thing in the Dead Sea. It is true that
the floods of the Jordan carry in certain fishes,
but the brine of the sea soon thrusts their light
bodies to the shore, Here we see a marked dif-
ference between the miraculous river and the

10, The fishers shall stand upon it from
| En-gedieven unto En-eglaim. That is, from
the southernmost point on the Dead Sea inhabited
by the Israelites to the northern end, where the
Jordan flows in,  Apparently the whole waste of
waters shall swarm with fishes. *“ The fishes are
the men who have attained to life through the
Messianic salvation ; the fishers are the messen-
gers of this salvation, who gather those who are
quickened into the kingdom of God, introducing
them into the fellowship of the Church,'—ZHeng-
senbery. There is emphasis placed on the variety
as well as the quantity of the fish,

11. The exceptions mentioned here either in-
dicate the value of the salt, showing that the
blessing of God is ever various in its manifesta-
tions, or it may be meant to emphasize the fact
that life and health are “ solely due to the stream
which proceeds from the throne of God;* the
places that are untouched by it necessarily con-
tinning unfertile,

12. What was noticed in verse 7 is now
dwelt upon—the rich fruitfulness of the banks
of the stream. It is to be fruit of all sorts ; it is
t + be fruit ripening every month ; the fruit itself

isto be for meat and the leaves for viedicine.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Afterward. The Iebrew has the |
simple conjunction and, which conneets this
chapter directly with the preceding ones. He |
brought. An ever-recurring phrase in this
section of Ezekiel (chaps, 40-48) which is a de-
scription of the temple and the restored land. The
pronoun “he” is indifferently used of the hand
of the Lord of the man who acted as Ezckiel’s
guide (see chap. 40, 1-3) and perhaps once or
twice of Jehovah himself (see chap. 44, 2-5),
The house. The temple, the special habitation
of Jehovah, the God of Tsracl. Waters issued,
Tradition says that there was a fountain called
Etham, on the western side of the temple, the
waters of which had been piped into the sane- |

tuary for the use of the priests in their ministra-
tions, But as this is a vision, we must not look
too closely for exact geography. From the
right side of the house. Orientals took their
bearings by turning the face to the rising sun.
What was directly before was then east; what
back of them, west ; the north was on the left
hand, and the south, as here, on the right.

2. There ran out waters, Ina southeast-
erly direction through the Kidron valley to the
Dead Sea. Water is used throughout the Bible
as a figure of spiritual life and salvation., Eden
in the first part of Genesis has its rivers, so the
paradise of God in the New Jerusalem in the last
chapter of the New Testament has the River of
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Life. The prophets and poets of Israel vie with ‘I
each other in extolling the value of this refresh- |
ing drink and fertilizing agency, s0 prized in
Eastern countries.

3. When the man. For a fuller description
of this person see chap. 40. 3. Thousand
cubits. The word “cubit,” from the Latin cubitus
—that is, ** elbow "'—represents the distance from
the elbow to the tip of the middle finger. This

standard of measure differed in differcnt cnun-]

tries, and ranged from seventeen to about twenty-
one inches,

4. Again he measured, The increase of
the waters cannot be taken literally, but is fig-
uratively used for the growth of God’s kingdom,
of spiritual truth which as a life-giving stream
issued out of the temple at Jerusalem, where

God revealed himself as the Saviour of men. |
‘ west shore of the Dead Sea about midway be-

This revelation of God, this knowledge of the

truth is still flowing and increasing in volume, |
| En=eglaim, The literal meaning of this phrase

and shall continue so to do till it shall cover the
earth as the waters cover the sea (Isa. 11, 9).

7. Very many trees. Trees and waters are
inseparably connected in most Eastern litera-
ture. The paradise of Genesis, no less than that
of Revelation, had its tree of life and crystal
waters. 7The good man of psalm first is like a
tree planted upon the rivers of water, AsJohn
was thinking of Ezekiel and this chapter, so
Ezekiel must have had the first chapter of Genesis
in mind. What a river of salvation the word of
God has been to men in all ages!

8. The Arabah. This is a proper name,
The A. V. is therefore wrong in translating the
word. The meaning of Arabah, though some-
times rendered * plain* or * desert,” is* dry "’ or
«arid.” Here Arabah denotes the barren lands on
the western slope of the Dead Sea. It is very

often applied to what is known as the Gohr (de- |

change the waters of the Dead Sea in such a
manner that life shall manifest itself everywhere,
Not only will the fish live, but swarm therein,
The riverss The Hebrew word is dual, the
true rendering is therefore the two rivers. The
exact reason for using the dual is not clear. We
may, however, say that the dual is sometimes
used for emphasis, The dual form of the word
zohar (light)—that is, two lights (twilight)—is em-
ployed for the light of day at noon, when the
light seems to be most intense or clear. If that
be the correct explanation, then the two rivers
simply denote a large volume of water, an ex-
traordinarily powerful stream. Some think, but
without snfficient reason, that there were two
streams, as in Zech., 14, 8,

10. Enegedi. Now called ’Ain-Jidi—that is,
kid’s fountain. It is on a high cliff on the

tween the northern and southern extremity.

is the fountain of the two calves. The place,
mentioned only here, has not been identified.

“ Conjecture is therefore vain,  For the spreads-

ing of nets. Fishing will now become abun-
dant, and nets will be seen all along the coast

| between En-gedi and En-eglaim, Their fish

shall be after their kinds.. « « exceeding
many. That is, very plentiful, and also as muny

| varieties as in the Great Sea, or in the Mediter-

ranean Sea.

11. The miry places thereof. The swamps
along portions of the seashore formed by the
overflow of the waters during the rainy seasons.
The marishes. This word, now archaic, has
the same meaning as the word marsh. A better
translation of the Iebrew would be * pool ™ or
“pond.” Shall not be healed. Though the
Dead Sea itself shall be sweetened and ren-

pression), or the lowiands on cither side of the | dered fit for animal life, the pools and fens

Jordan from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea,
and sometimes to the extension of the Jordan
valley to the Gulf of Akabar. The sea. Dead
Sea, called Sea of the Arabah in Deut. 3, 17.
Formerly the word * sea "’ was applied in our lan-
guage to small bodies of water, as it is to this day
in German. The watersshall be healed. The
water of the Dead Sea is remarkably bitter and
unpleasant to the taste. It contains about five
times as much salt as the water of the sea. Itis
said that every one aundred pounds of it yields
no less than twenty to twenty-cight pounds of
solid salt, whereas ordinary sea water yields only
about five pounds. The name *‘Dead Sea” -is

probably derived from the fact that no animal |

life can exist for any length of time in its waters.
9. Every living creature . . « shall live.
The waters from the temple shall so purify and

along its shore shall be given up to salt.
Salt would be needed for consumption, so these
| places are left undisturbed for the production of
| this necessary article. Others, however, with
Heng berg, give the |
pretation, saying that ¢ the salt comes into con-
sideration here not as seasoning, as frequent!y,
but as the foe of fertility, life, and prosperity
Those who refuse the light must remain in the
darkness,

12. Every tree for meat. Literally, every
fool tree. All Kinds of trees with eatable fruit.
Leaf shall not fade, The tree in communici-
tion with the living waters at the roots will
produce abundant foliage. Leafless trees never
bring fruit to maturity (see Psa. 1. 8). The
freshness of the leaf is a sure sign of a healthy
|crop. New fruit every month, Not like or-
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dinary trees, bearing fruit once a year (see Rev,
22. 2. Because the waters thereof issue out

[

[

stead of sands and salt mire and bitumen came
grasses and flowers, grain and fruit. The wil-

of the sanctuary. The water, on which these | derness and the solitary place were made glad
trees grow, ‘‘comes directly from the dwellinu| for these streams, 8o it is with the grace of God,
place of Him who is the author of all life and | every community that has it is made happy.

fertility.” 8o to-day. Ile who drinks the water

of life and feeds upon the bread of heaven will | wepe

produce abundant fruit. ‘“But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, temperance
(Gal. 5. 22).  The leaf thereof for the heal-
ing. Abundant food avails little if one is too
sick to enjoy it. Spiritually speaking, the human
race is diseased, and needs healing. Blessed be
God, there is a river of salvation, on whose
banks grow the tree of life and its leaves are for
the healing of the nations. It is a well-known
fact that the ancients made extensive use of
herbs and leaves in their practice of medicine,

Thoughts for Young People.
Divine Grace.

1. It comes from the word of Ged. As the
waters issued from under the threshold of the
temple the blessings of God come from under
his high throne in the heavens, Every good and
every perfect gift cometh down from above, from
the Father of light, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.

2. It flows from God's temple, but veaches far out-
side the limits of the Church. It was by no mistake
that the impotent man who was miraculously
cured by Peter and John was laid as a beggar at
the temple gate. It is at the gate of the temple
that the benevolence of this world is mainly
manifested. It is Christian people that sustain
the charities of modern life, It is the efforts of
the Christian Church which, permeating the
moral sense of humanity, have turned the wilder-
ness of the Middle Ages to the garden of modern
times.  To-day there are thousands of people far
outside the Christian Church who owe nearly
all the blessings of their lives to the divine grace
which flows through it and out of it.

3. It grows from within, No rains fell on this
stream that Ezekiel saw, no brooks fed it, but it
steadily inereased in rapidity, in volume, and in
width, Itslife represented the love of God flow-
ing from heart to heart. The only way by which
man can construct anything is by the process of
aceretion, adding plank to plank, or brick to
brick, or dollar to dollar, but when God would

ake a thing grow he puts into it life, the mys-
terious secret force. It was because of the divine
life of this divine grace that it steadily increased.

Ao 1t fertilized every shore its waters laved, In-

Be It has a various manifestation, The fishes
according to their kinds exceeding many
as the fishes of the sea'—that is, there were all
sorts of them. The fruits were of every kind,
and for purposes of both food and medicine. 8o
the marvelous grace of God adapts itself to the
variant wants of every human being.

6. It lasts forever, All earthly endeavors fail,
but the word of the Lord endureth forever,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The vision of this lesson is the only one of
Ezekiel's for the oriental setting of which we
have to look to the land of Palestine. All of the
others have a distinetly Babylonian and Assyrian
background. Dean Stanley says the costume of
Ezekiel’s thoughts in all the other chapters shows
that “ he had wandered through the vast halls of
Assyrian monuments, and there gazed on all that
the Assyrian monuments have disclosed to us of
human dignity and brute strength combined—the
eagle-winged lion and the human-headed bull.
These complicated forms supplied the vehicle of
the sublime truths that dawned upon him from
amid the mystic wheels, the sapphire throne, the
amber fire, and the rainbow brightness.” Pro-
fessor Hackett says, “As the topography and
the monumental sculpture and inscriptions of
Babylon have become better known in our day,
it is seen how fully the characteristics of Ezekiel's
writings agree with the circumstances in which
he was placed at the time,”

But this vision is recognized as a signal excep-
tion. The new spiritual temple to be reared in
the latter days, on the top of the mountains for
the worship of all nations, and the river with its
healing waters flowing therefrom to fertilize all
in its course to the ends of the earth, show
familiarity with the temple on Mount Zion, and
with the hidden springs of the sacred pools, for
centuries the joy of the Hebrew in his native hills,
and wherever destiny drove him to the ends of
the earth, For a fuller sctting of this picture
than we can give sce Dr. Thomson's Lawd and
the Book, vol, ii, pp. 530-535. [Harper' . edition,
1868, ]

Dr. Geikie reminds us that ‘““Jerusalem
at present receives its water supply from
spring-wells, cisterns, pools, and reservoirs, But
the only true spring known in Jerusalem is from
a living source beneath the great vaults, which
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supplies the many fountains, flowing from of old
in the temple area, and now sparkling round the
Mosque of Omar, as well as maintaining the
Fountain of the Virgin, and the Pool of Si-
loam."”

It is interesting to Sunday school scholars to
know that the wonderful discovery which con-
firmed the theory of the subterrancan connection
between the spring and the pools in the temple
was due to a boy roaming round as boys are apt
to do. In 1880, a boy playing with other boys at
the Pool of Siloam fell into the water, as he was
wading up the tunnel, and on rising to the sur-
face his eye caught the shapes of letters cut
in the rocky wall, The thing began to be talked
about, and in a little while learned men from all
parts of the world came to investigate it, They
took what are called ** squeezes of the letters
and made casts of the whole inscription, and
then deciphered the writing. Professor Sayce
tells the story in Records of the Past,vol. i, page 16
He made the first intelligible copy of this inserip-
tion. It tells how the work was done in tunnel-
ing underneath the mountain ; that the workmen
commenced at the two extreme ends and in-
tended to meet in the middle, They did not
strike a perfect line, but when they came near to
ench other they heard each other’s pickaxes, the
ingeription says, when they were yet “three
cubits apart” from each other. This inseription
in itself is commonplace enough, but the shape

and form of the letters proved to scholars that |

|
| By Way of Illustration.

| ¢ God will strengthen,” The whole vision may
| well illustrate Ezekiel’s prophetic name, ““ God
| will strengthen,” His firm faith is symbolized
in his devotion to the temple. The vision began
where God was believed to dwell; it ended
| among men, His parable took inthe city of Zion
and the wilderness. Its limits were the temple
:un the west and the Dead Sea ou the east. The
‘temple represented God; the wilderness stood
lf(u' Israel, There was nothing but death in the
sea. No living creature could swim its waters.
The ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah are believed
to lie beneath the sea.

It was a dark picture Ezekiel drew of the peo-
'plc when he likened them to such a place. In
“his vision he saw a wondrous change come to

them. The river was a symbol of the divine
blessings. The waters of the “river” from be-
| neath the temple would heal the waters of the
| Dead Sea. Fishes and living creatures would
i swim the sea. The river of God would make the
Dead Sea become a sea of life. The desolate
| shores would be inhabited. Life would over-
! throw death,—D. 0. Mears.

The progress of Christianity. In the year 1800
| there were 200,000,000 Christians in the world.
| In 1880 there were 415,000,000 Christians, the
gain in the last eighty years being more than in
all the eighteen hundred years before.

There are men in the pulpits of some of the

this rock-hewn tunnel has conveyed the waters churches of the Fiji Islands who remember the
of the Virgin Pool to the Pool of Siloam for | taste of human flesh.

twenty:
by Hezekiah,

x hundred years, It was probably built

It was said of a very carnest missionary in one
of the islands, “When he came there were 1o

What this spring has been to the Jews none | Christians ; when he left there were no heathen.”

can measure.

Isaiah had it in mind when he |

Bishop Thoburn said five years ago, “My

wrote, * With joy shall ye draw water out of the | greatest embarrassment is my success. We have
wells of salvation,” referring to the return of the | twenty thousand converts in India, and we might

siles to resume the ceremonial worship of the
great temple, And thus Ezekiel finds in the

sacred spring in the temple-rock the source of a |

. have as many more had we the workers to care
+ | for them.”
The work of the Church. We may venture to

mighty spiritual river which shall flow ecastward | draw one lesson for our‘own instruction from

and westward like that of the temple, whick

|
\ | this beautiful prophetic image of the blessings

streamed out to bless the glens of Hinnom and | that flow from a pure religion. The river of God

Kedron, and fertilizing even the Dead Sea

Thomson says, what that region was to the eye | vah dwells in inac

of the prophet twenty-five hundred years ago
that it is to the weary traveler of to-day. In

verse 11 it 18 said, the *“miry places’ and the

. | has its source high up in the mount where Jeho-
cessible holiness, and where
. | the white-robed priests minister ¢ aselessly before
L 'him. But in its descent it seeks out the most
desolate and unpromising region in the country

« marshes * shall “ not be healed, they shall be | and turns it into a garden of the Lord.

given to salt,”
Dr. Thomson tells us that the existence o
these salt marshes was not known until recen

It is an emblem of the earthly ministry of ITim
f | who made himself the friend of publicans and sin-
t | ners, and lavished the resources of his grace and

years, when modern exploration made them the wealth of his love on those who were consid-
known, but Ezekiel knew them twenty-five hun- ered unworthy and beyond the reach of salvation.
The change produced by this river is an em-

«dred years ago.
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blem of the work of the Church. Its business is
to flow through the worst regions and go among
the most hopeless of men and transform them by
the Gospel, and people the Dead Sea with living
children of God.—2ofessor Skinner,

Send the living water. Loch Katrine, embowered
among the highlands of Scotland, immortalized
in song and story, is the source of the water sup-
ply of the city of Glasgow, flowing down among
the homes of the poor, cleansing the filth from
the streets, bringing cheer, comfort, cleanliness,
and health everywhere, Soto everyone who has
the living water (and all the more if it is pos-
sessed amid wealth, culture, education, talent)
is given the privilege of sending the living water
to the dying. “I will bless thee and make thee a
blessing."'—Select Notes,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

Wonderful visions are these which the prophet
saw from a very high mountain when the hand
of the Lord was upon him. Not empty dreams,
but * visions of God” they were ; prophecies to
be fulfilled to his people Israel in days yet to
come, prophecies now fulfilled in the experience
of everyone who receives in a believing heart
the fullness of the Spirit through faith in Jesus.
We must go up into a very high mountain of
spiritual sight it we would understand even in a
measure the significance of this vision in which
the prophet saw the temple, perfect in propor-
tion, its whole limit round about most holy, and
the glory of the Lord filling it. While we can-
not understand, we may apprehend, spiritually,
its twofold symbolism. The temple represents
God, and perfeeted humanity when the taber-
nacle of God shall be with men and he shall
dwell with them and be their God, when the
former things are passed away and there shall
be no more curse. That such a day is coming to
this sorrow-laden earth is as certain as that God
lives,  From this holy temple, the dwelling place
of Jehovah, flows forth a river, widening as it
flows down into the desert even to the sca of
death, healing its waters—for ““everything lives
whither the river cometh,” Beside its banks
grow fadeless trees bearing never-failing fruit,
whose leaves soothe and heal bruises and sores,

Lord God of the holy prophets’ is the Lamb of
John’s vision from whose throne went forth the
pure river of life. It isthe river of salvation;
Jesus is its source ; his people filled with the
Spirit are the channels through which it flows to
bless the whole world, “ He that believeth on
me, out of him shall flow rivers of living water,”
Jesus said, O for the touch of God upon us that
we may ‘“‘see’ the vision! The River of God—
God himself—flowing with ever broadening way
through the nations, healing and making fruit-
ful wherever it flows; flowing in me, with ever-
increasing fullness, pouring life into the waters
of death and restoring my soul “ whithersoever
it cometh ;" a holy people through whom God
in Christ shall be brought in touch with all
nations and kindreds and tongues; from my
own Spirit-filled heart, the river of life pouring
itself out to others. Blessed vision of prophecy,
thrice blessed in fulfilment. It shows the iden-
tification of the Lord with his people. He the
temple, filled with his own glory; from him salva-
tion’s river flowing; we his temple, filled with
his 8pirit, from us going forth living streams to
make the world better and happier. I cannot
fully understand the wonderful symbols, but I
sce the River of Godj I rejoice in its beauty ; I
drink, and my soul is satisfied; I bathe, and
come forth cleansed ; I open every avenue of my
being that it may flow into me unhindered, and
through me find its blessed way to others, It is
better thus to know than to understand, As
the valley, unknowing, rejoices in the fertilizing
stream, 8o my soul, unquestioning, rejoices in
the life-giving River of God.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The prophet in vision sees the new Israel send-
ing forth a stream of power and life throughout
the land, We recognize in this a picture of the
progress and influence of the Gospel throughout
the world. I. Notice that the stream proceeded
from the house of God. The temple was the
center of Jewish life. More than the Acropolis
was to Athens, or the capitol was to Rome, the
temple was the spring of influence in the Jewish
world,  What the temple was in ancient days

All this blessedness comes because the \\'nu-rs’
issne “ out of the sanctuary "—that is, from God
himself,  Our thoughts turn to St, John’s vision l‘
of the pure river of water of life clear as crystal, |
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the |
Lamb, and the tree of life with its healing leaves,

Again we have New Testament gospel in Old
Testament prophecy, The Lord Jehovah, whose

the Church of Christ is now, the source of salva-
tion and life to mankind. II. The spring of this
wonderful river was at the altar. We might have
expected to see it pouring out of the holy of holies,
where God dwelt; but it came from the place of
sacrifice, the place which represented the atone-
ment wrought by Christ on the cross. Observe

how much stress is laid by the writers of the
New Testament upon the death of Christ, how
glory filled the temple of Ezekiel's vision, ‘“the | much is written about *““the blood.” The river
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of salvation has its fountain at the foot of the
cross. 1II. We observe the growth of this river.
At first ankle-deep, then knee-deep, then waist-
deep, then “ waters to swim in.”” 8o has it been
with Chrigt’s Church : twelve disciples, one hun-
dred and twenty believers, three thousand on
the day of pentecost, by degrees an innumerable
host, now a Church encompassing the world.
IV. We notice, too, the life-giving power of this
river. On its banks grew trees, where all had
been barren before ; the Dead Sea became alive
with fish, and its shores were lined with ﬂshor-'
men. Thus it represented the transforming [
effect of the Gospel upon the world in general,

upon the nations that embrace it, and upon the

characters that are touched by it. Life takes the

place of death where the Gospel river goes.

Come, ye sinners.

Sing them over again to me.
Jesus, my Lord, to thee I cry.
A wonderful joy and salvation.
1 heard the voice of Jesus say.

All glory to Jesus be given.
Salvation! O the joyful sound.

God loved the world of sinners lost.
Of him who did salvation bring.

To! every one that thirsts draw nigh.
O what amazing words of grace.

Library References.
See references for August 6, covering the en-
tire prophecy of Ezekiel,
SERMONS ON THE LESSON,
Verse 2.—Johnson, Herrick, * The Influence of
the Church of God," The Homiletic Review, No-

[Aug. 27,

Verses 3-9.—Cooke, R. J., “The Atheistic
Idea,” The HMomiletic Montlly, October, 1881,
page 31,

Verse 9.—Punshon, William Morley,” “The
Healing Waters,” The Pulpit, vol. 1xxxii, page
49,

Verse 11.—Owen, John, *“The 8in and Judg-
ment of Spiritual Barrenness,”” Works, vol. ix,
pages 179, 190,

Blackboard.

ALLTHE WORLD

The River of Salvation significs the onward
flow of the Gospel of Christ, widening and deep-
ening until it shall bless all the world in its
universal scope. The cross marks its inception;
for in that day when Christ died a fountain was
opened for gin and uncleanness. As shown in
the Book of Acts, it was first preached in Jeru-
salem, the metropolis of Judaism ; thenin Judea
and Samaria (8. 1), At Troas it passed over into
Europe (16. 8, 9,) and at last reached Rome, the
center of the Gentile world (28, 14, 31). The
stream has been flowing from land to land,
blessing the nations of earth in its course, and
bringing life and verdure. “\Whosoever will, let

yember, 1888, page 420,

Lim take the water of life freely.”

N #

LESSON IX. RETURNING FROM CAPTIVITY.

[Ang. 27.

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof we are glad., Psa. 126, 3.

AuTnorizep VERSION,
[Read Ezra 2. 64-70.]
Eazra 1. 1-11. [ Comumit to memory verses 2-4.]

1 Now in the first year of Cy’rus king of Per’si-a,
that the word of the Lorp by the mouth of Jer-e-
mifah might be fulfilled, the Lorp stirred up the

spirit of Cy’rus king of Perfsi-a, that he made a

REVISED VERSION,

1 Now in the first yearof Cy’rus king of Per’si-a,
that the word of the Lokp by the mouth of
Jer-e-mifah might be accomplished, the Lorp
stirred up the spirit of Cy’rus king of Per'si-a,
that he made a proclamation throughout all
his kingdom, and put italso in writing, saying,

proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and | o Thus saith Cy’rus king of Per'si-a, All the king-

put it algo in writing, saying,

doms of the earth hath the Loxp, the God of

2 Thus saith Cy’rus king of Per’si-a, The Lorp
God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of
the earth ; and he hath charged me to build him
@ house at Je-ru’sa-lem, which i in Ju’dah,

heaven, given me ; and he hath charged me to
build him an house in Je-ru’sa-lem, which is
8 in Ju’dah. Whosoever there is among you of
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3 Who is there among you of all his people ?

his God be with him, and let him go up to Je- |

ru’sa-lem, which is in Jufdah, and build the house
of the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, (he is the God,) which
is in Je-ru’sa-lem.

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where
he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him
with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and
with beasts, besides the freewill offering for the
house of God that is in Je-rusa-lem,

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Jusdah |

and Ben/ja-min, and the priests, and the Letvites,
with all them whose spirit God had raised, to
go up to build the house of the Lorp which is in
Je-ru’sa-lem,

6 And all they that were about them strength-
ened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold,
with goods, and with beasts, and with precious
things, besides all that was willingly offered.

7 Also Cy’rus the king brought forth the ves-
sels of the house of the Lorp, which Neb-u-chad-
nez'zar had brought forth out of Je-ru’sa-lem,
and had put them in the house of his gods;

8 Even those did Cy'rus king of Perfsi-a bring
forth by the hand of Mith’re-dath the treasurer,
and numbered them unto Shesh-baz'zar, the
prince of Ju’dah,

9 And this is the number of them: thirty
chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver,
vine and twenty knives,

10 Thirty basins of gold, siver basins of a sec-
ond sort four hundred and ten, and other vessels
a thousand.

11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five
thousand and four hundred. All tkese did Shesh-
baz'zar bring up with them of the captivity that
were brought up trom Bab’y-lon unto Je-ru’sa-
lem, _ “

o A PRI

all his people, his God be with him, and let
him go up to Je-rusa-lem, which is in Jurdah,
and build the house of the Lokrp, the God of
Isfra-el, (he is God,) which is in Je-ru’sa-lem,
And whosoever is left, in any place where he
sojourneth, let the men of his place help him
with silver, and with gold, and with goods,
and with beasts, beside the freewill offering
for the house of God which is in Je-rursa-
lem. Then rose up the heads of fathers’ Aowses
of Ju’dah and Ben’ja-min, and the priests,
and the Le'vites, even all whose spirit God
had stirred to go up to build the house of the
Lorp which is in Je-ru’sa-lem. And all they
that were round about them strengthened
their hands with vessels of silver, with gold,
with goods, and with beasts, and with precious
things, beside all that was willingly offered.
7 Also Cy’rus the king brought forth the ves-
sels of the house of the Lorp, which Neb-u-
chad-nez’zar had brought forth out of Je-rur-
sa-lem, and had put them in the house of his
8 gods; even those did Cy’rus king of Per’si-a
bring forth by the hand of Mith’re-dath the
treasurer,and numbered themunto Shesh-baz-
9 zar, the prince of Jurdah. And this is the
number of them: thirty chargers of gold, a
thousand chargers of silver, nine and twenty
10 knives; thirty bowls of gold, silver bowls of a
second sort four hundred and ten, and other
11 vessels a thousand, All the vessels of gold
and of silver were five thousand and four hun-
dred. All these did S8hesh-baz'zar bringup,
when they of the captivity were brought up
from Bab y-lon unto Je-ru'sa-lem,

N

o

Time.—About 537 or 536 B, C. Place.—

Crossing the wilderness from the Euphrates to |
Jerusalem. Note.—Thesins of the Jews brought |

upon them great calamity. Seventy years before
the Book of Ezra opens the tribes of Israel had
been carried away by the Assyrians and Judah
by the Chaldeans, The former never returned to
their former home,  What became of these last
tribes is unknown, Judah never forgot the sev-
enty sad years of exile in Babylon., The rejoicing
was great when the Jews returned to their own
city, but they wept when they beheld its desola-
tion, Ezra was a man of piety and learned in

the Jewish law. Tleedited the Jewish Scriptures |

and made additions to illustrate, correct, or com-

pletethem, Ie wrote out the whole in the Chal- QUESTIONS FOR SENTOR SCHULA 15,

W, The word of Jeremiah. Jer. 20, 10-14,
Th. Prophecy of return, Isa. 44, 21-28,

F. Proclamation of liberty. Isa. 61,

S, Joy of redemption, Isa. 51, 9-16,

S. Praise for deliverance, DPsa, 107, 1-15,

. Hymns. aug, 27

No. 49, New Cal

In the secret of hi:
to hide

ian Hymnal.
resence how my soul delizhis

No. 43, New
All the

adian Hymnal.
y my Saviour leads me.

No. 46, New,
Forever

anadian Hymnal,
e my rest shall be,

dee character. I was a faithful preacher, a j, The King’s Proclamation, v. 1-4,

skillful seribe, and a true reformer.

Home Readings.

M. Returning from Captivity., Ezra 1,
Tu. Returning captives. Ezra 2.1, 64-70,

Who was Cyrus? What facts do you know
about him ?

Where is Persin?  S8ome facts about the empire,

What was the word of the Lord now to be ful-
filled ?

-
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What offering did King Cyrus make ?
Where had these vessels been kept ?
How long had they been in Babylon ? 2 Chron,

Who had given Cyrus the kingdoms of the
earth?

What charge was laid upon him ?

Why was there no * house of the Lord” in Je- | 36. 21.
Into whose charge were the vessels given?

rusalem ?
How many vessels of gold are named ?

What did the proclamation exhort ?
What were the Jews to do who remained ? How many of silver?
What is meant by a freewill offering ? What was the number of all kinds?
2. The Captives’ Response, v. 5-11. To what city were these vessels taken?
What class of men were the fathers? Practical Teachings.
Who were the Levites, and what was theirwork? | yWhere in this lesson are we taught—
What was the purpose of the returning Jews? | 1. That God is to be honored above ail earthly

What precious things were given to them? rulers?
Why were these things willingly given ? 9. That the kings of the earth should serve him?
How came the * vessels of the house of the| 3 That all people should serve him?
Lord " in Babylon?
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER

How came Cyrus to return them?
What did the Jews sing in the days of their res-
toration? GoLbEN TEXT. ¥

SCHOLARS.

How long had the Jews been slaves in Babylon ¢

Who promised them deliverance ? The Lord.
1. God ’l;::-::‘:‘:;):;hlh:ur:::ﬂ‘::;trllmvn|~: 1 By whom did he gend the promise ? By Jers
Even those like Cyrus, who are not of his people, | e“"\!::"vm Jeremiah? A prophet
can serve him. Ile moves upon their hearts. Who wu.s 'nnw he kling 0‘; ],‘_‘:si“ ;
::](:\;:?,:l:‘l\“l,‘:ryonhy Of Braiee. They, too, will | What did the Lord tell him to do?

s ? What did he send throughout his kingdom ?

2. The call is for willing service. Only with e S S bt e
such is God pleased. IHe claims the heart; his x:l:; ::::‘l,lttlﬁzl ;:_’1:,2[“::“‘:1"}?;0 (‘:l:::}"‘wl
claim is just. To respond to the call may e\ oogite ‘Y)es ubo;n ﬁhy thimsneld P
quire faith, but the reward is sure. If there be |yt did th:\' take with them? (.‘;m and
sacrifice now, there will be compensation here- < L
wttir silver and precious gifts.

) s o di oy take ?

3. The chief men and the priests led the way. | '"::l:t:}z"h(:dl‘;h;"; take? The vesssls of the
80 they always ought in every true reform. Men Who had brought l‘lll‘i(‘ vesselsaway? Nebue
in place and power should ever be leaders, and | chn(;nez‘znr o - v
e g S g il rise U | 1y you think the Jews wero glad to g0 home?

p o ) How do we know they were homesick? See

|

move forward. a
| Psa. 137,

UESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

e SCHOLARS. - £ THE LESSON CATECHISM.

1. The King’s Proclamation, v. 1-4. (For the entire school.)
What king is here referred to ? y 1. What was the purpose of the royal procla-
Who induced the king to make a proclamation ? x.nut'mn? “T:mmbu“d “'\e temple which was
In what year of his reign did this oceur? | "‘2 c";!:s 1ad ‘; S da i k? The chlef
Who had given Cyrus his kingdom ? | B ﬁt;w ‘:i““" RUeWOre:: 0 Onse
What charge had the Lord given him? m;n ’\""l W l"l ‘: ”" b0 de lem? Th
To what people was the proclamation ad- 0f 165 WeED wsell DOk eruspiam ¢ e

dressed ?  sacred vessels of the house of the Lord.

" o | 4. What did the people say after their return?

What did the king bid these people to do? ’ 4 *
What command was given about those who | (I'I:)il;:m:f’::fl;. :;:;':2:;.0‘;: :::h ::::ln(:’grent
remained ? 1 g 5 RERS
Whose prophecy was thus fulfilled? See Jer.
20, 10-14, NEW CAURCH CATECHISM.
What did the psalmist sing? Gorpex TEXT.
| 82. What shall be tile end of the wicked?

2. The Captives® Response, v. 5-11.
What three classes were the first to respond ? l The end of the wiflked shall be eternal separation

Who joined these leaders ? ' from God, in an te of eternal sin, which is
How did the people of the land help them ? eternal death and ry.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Elements in Building God?’s House.

IV. Tue EARNEST LEADERS,
Then vase up the chief. v. 5.
I have planted. 1 Cor. 3. 6.
Know them which labor. 2 Thess, 5. 12, 13,
V. Tue WiLLiNG PEopLE,

All whose spirit God.. . raised, v. 5.
With thy might. Eeccles, 9. 10,
Laborers....with God. 1 Cor. 3. 9,

VI. THE LIBERAL Girrs,

All.. . willingly offered. v, 6-11,

One another’s burdens. Gal. 6, 2,
A cheerful giver. 2 Cor, 9, 7.

1. Tue DIvINE PURPOSE.
The Lord stirved up, v, 1.
Comfort ye my people. Isa. 40. 1, 2,
I am with thee. Isa. 43.5.
1I. Tue ProrrETIC WORD,
The mouth of Jevemiah, v, 1,
When seventy years., Jer, 25, 12,
I will visit you. Jer. 20. 10,
1II. Tue Friexory Kina,
Thus saith Cyrus, v, 2-4,
He is my Shepherd. Isa. 44, 28,
Kings shall minister, Isa, 60, 10,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

It was not Nebuchadnezzar, but God, that sent the children of Israel into captivity., It wasnot
Cyrus, but God, that determined to take them back again, after years of trial had strengthened their
virtues, to pursue their national destiny. The divine influence on the mind of the heathen king
brought forth the proclamation to all worshipers of the Lord God of Israel, giving them permission
to return to their land and helping them in their godly endeavor by gifts of gold, silver, goods, and
cattle, The decree is a notable one ; it was made by a heathen king, it recognized “the Lord God
of heaven,” and declared that he had charged the king to rebuild the temple, In this lesson we sce
how the Lord Jehovah governs the world, no matter who sits upon the throne, His action on men's
hearts brings about results that never could be produced apart from him. Not all the worshipers
of Jehovah responded to Cyrus's appeal ; but “the chiefs of the fathers” of Judah and Benjamin,
with a number of priests and Levites, zealously began to plan for the migration, and they were soon
joined by a band from Ephraim and Manasseh. The great bulk of the nation, however, remained
in the homes which had become dear to them through the seventy years (and in some cases more)
of exile, It has been reckoned that the first party of returning Jews numbered 42,000, Their
heathen neighbors helped them freely. The most remarkable feature of the story is, perhaps, the
implication that the supreme deity of the Persians was identified in the popular mind with Jehovah
the God of the Jews. We are not, however, to understand by this that the Persians were distinctly
worshipers of one God.  While they had “lords many and gods many,” they believed in *“ a principle
of evil coeternal and almost coequal with the principle of good.”

Verse 1. In the first year of Cyrus king of | have Cyrus similarly stirred up to carry out
Persia. Probably the first year of his reign in | God's plans.  'We do not know what instruments,

Babylon. He became king of Persia by his de-
feat of Astyages, and perhaps twenty-one years
after that he conquered Babylon, The word of
the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah. (Jer.
2.11,12; 20, 10.) This prophet had promised
the return from captivity and had given a date—
“seventy years.” But a year might mean either 360
days or 365 days, and as there were many relays
of captives taken to Nineveh and Babylon in dif-
ferent years, the commencement of the exile
might be dated from any one of these “eaptivi-
ties.” The Lord stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Persia. That God frequently
works directly on the minds of men whom he has
chosen to be his chief instruments in the devel-
opment of his cause all sacred history attests.
The stories of Abimelech, Balaam, and Nebu-
chadnezzar are instances of these, and now we

if any, God used to sway the king’s mind. He
may have given to his servant Daniel * favor " in
the eyes of Cyrus, or he may have simply pressed
home on the king’s conscience this great duty,
(See the note on verse 2.) He made a procla=
mation throughout all his kingdom, and
put it alsoin writing. The kingdom of Cyrus
included most of what are in modern times called
Turkey in Asia, Persia, Afghanistan, and Beloo-
chistan. Writing is supposed to have been but
recently introduced into the Persian empire,
and it is probable that this proclamation was
issued in both Persian and Chaldean. Copies of
it were given to couriers who rode on fleet steeds
from city to city to the remotest points of the
empire,

2. Here comes the proclamation ; and it does
not take away from its force to discover that its
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phraseology and form are Hebraie rather than | conditions and returned. His God be with
Persian. What we have here is evidently the He- | hime. A benediction from a man who, accord-
brew transeript of the decree. Thus saith  ing to Plutarch, “in wisdom and virtue and
Cyrus king of Persia. With some similarity ‘ greatness of soul excelled other kings,” and of
the famous Behistun inscription begins, «1 am | whom Herodotus writes that he ruled his sub-
Darius the great king, the king of kings, the jects like a father. Goup. This phrase may
king of Persia.” The Lord God of Imnvcn“mcun no more than our idiom ‘‘undertake.”
hath given me all the Kingdoms of the | Nevertheless, as soon as the desert was crossed,
earthe This sentence is remarkable in many the caravan to Jerusalem would have steep
ways. “God of heaven’ was a recognized title mountain climbing before it. Build the house
of the Supreme Being among the Persians, who, of the Lord God of Israel. Theauthorization
as we have already seen, believed that the moral ‘ and much of the treasure necessary to build the
universe was dual, and that there was a god of | temple comes from Cyrus; the work and the re-
the infernal regions hardly less powerful than | sponsibility for details rest upon the returning
the heavenly god. * The Lorp" here, as always  Jews. (He is the God)which isin Jerusalem,
when printed in small capitals, stands for Je- | The Revised Version omits the article before
hovah, the Hebrew name for the supreme di- [ God, as if Cyrus here vouches for the divinity of
vinity; not Ormuzd, which name Cyrus | Jehovah. The Greek version (Septuagint) and
would doubtless use in direct communication | the Latin (Vulgate) do not throw this clause into
with his own people. A striking contrast is parenthetic form, but make it read, * He is the
made between the God of heaven and the king- | God who is in Jerusalem,” Hardly enough is
doms of the earth which that god bestows upon \ known of Cyrus, apart from this brief record, to
his chosen ones. Such reverence as this, such | justify a positive statement as to which he in-
disposition to refer to the supreme God as the l tended to say.
giver of earthly power, is usual in the royal proc-| 4. Whosoever remaineth. The Revised
lamations of Persia. The power that Cyrus in- Version is * whosoever is left.” Not whosoever
herited was small compared with the majestic | is disposed, in spite of the royal permission, to
empire which God had built up for him by the con- | remain in Babylon, but whosoever has survived
quest of neighboring kingdoms. Cyrusiscalled, the dangers and strains of the years of exile,
in Isa. 45, the ** Anointed of Jehovah,” and is| In any place where he sojourneth, let the
given God’s promise to subdue nations, and men of his place help him. This appeal for
open doors, and make rugged places plain before | friendly assistance must be interpreted in har-
him, to destroy doors of brass and bars of iron, | mony with the conditions of that day. Ancient
and bring forth the treasures of darkuessand the | heathens, no matter how bad they were, were
hidden riches of secret places, so that Cyrus may | all religious, and there was no necessary hostility
know that Jehovah is the supreme God. He between followers of different faiths. The polit-
hath charged me to build him a house at ical struggles between Brahmans, Mohammedans,
Jerusalem. In what form this charge came we and Christians in modern India have so affected
do not certainly know. Isa. 44, 28 quotes (iod public opinion that it would be regarded almost
as saying of Cyrus, “Ie is my shepherd, and as a sin for one to contribute to the cost of a
shall perform ail my pleasure : even saying to Je- | temple, mosque, or church for a rival worship.
rusalem, Thou ghalt be built ; and to the temple, ‘ But throughout the ancient world, with perhaps
Thy foundation siiall be faid.””  The precise date a few exceptions, rival creeds were not necessa-
of this remarkable sentence we cannot give, but | pily unfriendly. It is of the very nature of poly-
it is generally assumed that it had been shown in ' theism to tolerate other gods. With silver,
writing to Cy and that he accepted it as a ‘ and with gold, and with goods, and with
command, Certainly without his support the | beasts. Inorder that none may be hindered by
temple could not at this time have been built, | poverty or by the want of beasts of burden from
The phrase, which is in Judah, here and in | joining the band of emigrants and starting out
verse 8, points to the small relative importance of on their return to Jerusalem, Every such gift
the ruined capital. ‘ would be regarded as a sacred deed sure to he
3. Who is there among you of all his rew: rded by the god in whose honor it was done,
people,  That is, of all the worshipers of Je- Besides the freewill offering. Cyrus himself
hovah., They were scattered in nearly every part | was sending as a “ freewill offering” many
of his dominions, Judah and Benjamin, being | vessels of gold and silver. Doubtless others in
nearest to the center of imperial power, were high position would follow his example. But he
naturally most affected by this proclamation, but exhorts his subjects to facilitate the enterprise in
many from the northern tribes also accepted l'.s' this very practical fashion also.

and
all
rai
Ben
per
pre
to a
selfi
rais
otie
the
phr:
the |
was
deng
serv
very
6.
neig
Hely
logu
Jew:
tem)
mixi
whel

Ve
show
som¢
Jjoine
will
Chre
Cynr
ruler
Jews
year
536,
king
abou
of P
rega
wor
mia

Isaia
here,
unde
Lor
state




5
with
creord-
e and
and of
sub-
se may
take,”
rossed,

steep
house
ization
ild the
the re-
urning
salem.
before
inity of
nt) and
1se into
2 is the
pugh is
rord, to
h he in-

Revised
osoever
sion, to
urvived
f exile.
let the
peal for
in har-
Ancient
re, were
hostility
he polit-
medans,
affected
1 almost
ost of a
worship.
perhaps
necessa-
of poly-
silver,
id with
dered by
len from
rting out
such gift
ure to he
ras done,
s himself
Y many
others in
But he
erprise in

Aug. 27.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 489

5. The chief of the fathers of Judah and

Benjamin. The Jewish nation in its highest

development was framed upon something like the

clanship of Scotland. These * chiefs” were the
heads of the clans, The priests and the

Levites had been for centuries closely related
to the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, for the
northern kingdom had ignored the Mosaic rule,
and had taken its priests indiscriminately from
all tribes.  All them whose spirit God had
raised up. Not nearly all even of Judah and
Benjamin were willing to undertake the long and
perilous journey. Many of the most prosperous
preferred to remain in Babylonia, but it was fair
to assume that no one went to Palestine from
selfish motives. It was the divine touch that
raised this enthusiasm, at once earnestly patri-
otic and profoundly religious., The house of
the Lord which is in Jerusalem, A similar
phrase ends the preceding verse, In each case
the thought is that the deserted hilltop of Moriah
was still sacred ; it was Jehovah's place of resi-
dence, and though the building in which his
service had been maintained was in ruins, the
very site was his * house,”

G. Allthey that were about them, Their
neighbors.  Strengthened their hands.
Helped them. The rest of the verse is a cata-
logue of the help given individually to pilgrim
Jews, besides the offerings made directly for the
temple. The motives of these givers, though
mixed, were mainly good. In the first place,
where the king leads many would naturally fol-

low. In the second place, as we have seen, all
religions were reverenced to some degree by all
people. Thirdly, the Jews had shown a high
morality and had won the respect of their neigh-
bors, and much was probably given from genu-
ine friendship and kindliness. Fourthly, it was
the babit of the Jews to pray for all who con-
tributed to their worship; and all men valued
prayer,

7. Cyrus the king brought forth the
vessels. It was the ordinary custom of oriental
conquerors to carry off the sacred vessels from
the temples of their subject nations. This was
done partly in reverence for, partly in contempt
of, the gods of those nations. Nebuchadnezzar
had thus taken the valuable articles from the
temple service and placed them in the temple of
his gods in Babylon. To this custom, as followed
by the Romans, we are indebted for our knowl-
edge of the shape of the seven-branched can-
dle-stick, which, after having been paraded in
triumph through Rome, was carved in the
triumphal arch of Titus.

8. Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah.
This was the Chaldean name of Zerubbabel, who,
although not directly descended from Jehoiachin,
seems to have beeome by inheritance his legal
heir, Cyrus was evidently not afraid of any re-
bellion on the part of the Jews when he thus
chose their hereditary ruler to be their leader.
9-11. Chargers. Basins or bowls, The rest
of the lesson is a continuation of the catalogue
of the treasures contributed by Cyrus,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Now. The llebrew has and,”
showing that this chapter is a continuation of
some other work. Ezra was probably formerly
joined directly to S8econd Chronicles, The reader
will also ‘notice that the last two verses of 2
Chron, are reproduced here. First year of
Cyrus, Not of his reign, but his first year as
ruler of Babylon, a time so full of meaning to the
Jews 5 so much so that they naturally call it first
year. This was 538 B. C., or, according to others,
536, Cyrus was born about 500 B. C., became
king of Elam 558, conquered Media 549, Persia
about 548, Lydia 540, and Babylon 538, King
of Persia. 8o called because this country was
regarded as his most important couquest. The
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeres
miah, The reference is to Jer. 25, 11 and 29, 10,
Isaiah also, though no reference is made to it
here, had foretold the emancipation of the Jews
under Cyrus. (See4l.2-4;44, 28; 45, 1-6) The
Lord stirred up. By what agency is not

Jews, like Daniel and his friends. Made a
proclamation. Literally, * He made a voice to
pass.” That is, he sent heralds throughout those
cities and places where the Hebrew captives
dwelt to proclaim aloud their freedom. Also in
writing. The verbal proclamation was supple-
mented by written documents, so as to give it
the more authority in the absence of the heralds,
and such as could serve for future references,
(See chap. 5. 17; 6. 3.)

2. All the kingdoms of the earth. Ori-
ental monarchs were not noted for their mod-
esty. Such exaggerated language is often found
upon the monuments, Cyrus, however, did rule
over an extensive empire, extending from the
Caspian Sea to distant Arabia and from the
Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean, ruling over
Media, Persia, Elam, Babylonia, and as far west
as Lydia. The Lord the God of heaven,
ete. More exactly, the Jehovah, etc, We have
other instances where a heathen king seems to

stated, but probably by petitions from influential

acknowledge the divinity and power of Jehovah,
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the national God of Israel. Compare the wm‘dsl
of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius (Dan. 3. 28,29,
4, 2; 6. 25). It was formerly believed that
(yrus was a strict monotheist, but lately discov-
ered inscriptions speak of him as a worshiper of
both Nebo and Merodach, He may have used the
word “ Jehovah " merely from policy, simply to
conciliate the Jews, and may have cared but lit-
tle under what name the God of heaven might be
called, Be that as it may, he acknowledges a
power superior to himself, from whom all author-
ity is derived. He hath charged me to
build. The pronoun ‘“he” is emphatic. Itis
very possible that Daniel, or some other pious
Hebrew, might have shown him the prophecies
of Isaiah above quoted.

3. Of all his people. That is, Jehovah's
people, referring chiefly to the captives from
Judah, without, however, excluding any Israelite.
(See verse 5.) Go upto Jerusalem. A current
phrase regardless of thestarting point, English-
men, also, no matter in what part of England
they live, speak of * going up to London.” He
is the God. Compare Darius's words, Dan. 6.
96, Two interpretations are possible, the one
given in the English versions, the other in the
margin of the Revised. According to the latter
we should read, * He is the God which is in Jeru-
salem.” In theother case the phrase, “which is
in Jerusalem,” refers to the temple.

4. Whosoever is left, Whoever of the cap-
tive Jews, and their descendants. The reference
is to any Israelite who desired to go to the land |
of his fathers. (See Neh, 1, 2; Hag. 2.3.) Let |
the men of his place. Not merely Jews, but |
the inhabitants, regardless of their nationality. |
Help him. Literally, * lift himup,” Compare ‘
the English, “ give him a lift.” Goods. Arti-
cles of clothing, or things necessary for the long
trip from Babylon to Jerusalem. Beasts. From
chap. 2. 66, f., we find that they had 736 horses,
245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 asscs, This is
the first mention of norses used for domestic
purposes among the Jews, Besides the free-
will offering. While many of the Jews had
become so alienated from the land of their
fathers as not to have any desire to leave Baby-
lon, yet they deemed it a privilege to send some |
freewill offering for the temple in Jerusalem.
Silver, gold, and vessels of all kinds were among
the gifts offered (see chap. 8. 28, and compare
Exod. 35. 21, f).

5. The heads of fathers? houses, *‘Houses”
is not in the original, The tribes were subdivided
into clans, families, and households. (8ee Josh. 7.
16-18,) The expression may simply mean the
leading representative men, Foralist of such who |

returned with the captives, see chap. 2. 2and Neh. |

7.7. Judah and Benjamin and the priests
and the Levites. Those who had remained
true to the kingdom of Judah ; not all of them,
by any means, but those whom the S8pirit of
God stirred up with a sense of duty to rebuild
the temple, and thus render the worship of Jeho-
vah the more easy. Asamatter of fact, less than
fifty thousand returned, and some of these be-
longed to other tribes, (See 1 Chron, 9. 33 Neh,
11. 20.)

6. Strengthened their hands. Literally,
¢ Held them firmly by the hand,” as a father holds
aweak child, or a nurse a sick man too sick to
support his own weight. The meaning of this
figurative language is that they aided them by
their sympathy and material support. Preciouns
things, The term is indefinite, but refers in
general to costly presents given by one friend or
relative to another, (See Gen. 24, 53; 2 Chron.
21,3532, 23.)

7. Cyrus the king brought forth. He is-
sued a decree to that effect. Vessels of the
house of the Lord. The temples of antiquity
were richly and expensively furnished and con-
tained often vast treasures. Nothing could have
been more natural than that a conqueror should
plunder a temple of such splendor as that of
Jerusalem. And this not from mere greed for
treasure, but to show forth the superiority of his
own god over that of the conquered people.  For
a detailed account of how the temple of Jehovah
was plundered by Nebuchadnezzar, see 2 Kings
24, 13; 2 Chron. 36. 7; Dan. 1. 2. In the
house of his gods. The same ITebrew words
are rendered in the house of his god (see Dan. 1.

| 2), and probably that is the correct rendering in

this place. Elohim is plural in form, but always
rendered God when referring to Jehovah. Neb-
uchadnezzar, like all Babylonian rulers, was a
polytheist. At the same time we know that he
paid especial honor to Merodach, In 2. Chron, 36,
7 we read that he placed the sacred vessels car-
ried from Jerusalem in ““ his temple at Babylon.”

8. Mithredath. Cyrus’s treasurer, more
commonly known as Mithridates. The word is of
Persian origin, and means either given by or dedi-
cated to Mithra—that is, the animating spirit of
fire, or the sun-god, Sheshbazzar. This name
occurs only in Ezra. Commentators generally
agree that it is the Fabylonian name for Zerub-
babel, who, as the son of either Pedaiah or
Shealtiel, was a direct heir to the throne of Ju-
dah. (Compare1Chron. 3. 17-19and Ezra3. 2-8.)
The supposition is that the name of this prince of
Judah had been changed from Zerubbabel. The
names of several prominent Hebrews were
changed in Babylon. (See Dan, 1.6,7.)

9. Chargers. The Hebrew term so trans
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lated occurs nowhere else in the Bible. The |grimage to this shrine, offering their prayers and

exact meaning is not known. It is variously kissing the cenotaph. The Turkish governor at
rendered as basin, cup, basket, etc. Knives. |the fort near by extorted large sums of money

The meaning of this word, oceurring only here,

, | from the pilgrims, Whether Ezra was buried

is a matter of dispute. There is but very little | here or not, the Talmud and Rabbi Benjamin of
reason for rendering it “ knives.” The word prob- | Tudela, who visited this shrine in 1173, both

ably designates some kind of vessel,

assert that he was. The edifice has a dome en-

10. Bowls. The Authorized Version has | cased with green porcelain tiles, surmounted by
“basin.”  Keil and others suppose them to have | a gilded circle representing the sun ; the main
been some Kind of goblets with covers, Of a [ body of the building is composed of yellow
second sort. This phrase is puzzling. The bricks, with, of course, Saracenic arched en-
text is probably corrupt. The word rendered | trances and balconies. Over the doorway He-
second sort may be a numeral defectively written. | brew inscriptions are found on two tablets of
Most versions, however, make it refer to vessels | black marble. The cenotaph of the interior is

of the second class—that is, of inferior valne,

covered with rich green cloth fringed with gold,

11. All the vessels . . . . five thousand | on which are white and green banners, and at
and four hundred. The total of the vessels | each corner is a carved urn, and near by a lamp,
mentioned in verses 9 and 10 makes 2,499, or | the flame of which is never allowed to go out,

3,301 less than the number given here, There is

no way of explaining the contradiction except to
regard the text as corrupt,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Work of God.

L. The work of God requires first of all that some-
body's spiritbe stirred up, (Verse 1.) Every re-
vival begins in some one heart ; every plan for
the upbuilding of the kingdom comes from some
one who has been quickened in his spiritual na-
ture.,

2 The work of God requires self-denial, (Verses
2-4.) Some must give and some must work, and
all must make sacrifices for God’s cause. You
may not be able to work, then give, You may
not be able to give, then work, and show your
interest in the cause.

3. The work of God requires ¢ffort quite as much
as fuith, Enthusiasm and liberal gifts would not
have availed to erect the temple ; some one had
to go.

4. The work of God reguires common people as
uell asmindsters and distinguished laymen, Joshua
and Sheshbazzar and their associates could not
have done the work without the assistance of the
vnnamed members of the rank and file,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Bishop Newman, of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, when on the lower Tigris many years
ago, visited the reputed tomb of Ezra at Zam-
zumu, and found it in the custody of the de-
scendants of those Hebrews who were carried
into captivity in Babylon, Their dress was su-
perior to that of the native Arabs about them
and they were far more thrifty ; the Hebrew
women had not a degraded look, but were unus-

The Hebrew pilgrims write their prayers on slips
of white paper found on the tomb, The floor is
a pavement of white and green and black mar-
ble; the walls are many-colored porcelain inlaid
in the form of stars ; on the edge of the panels
are embossed stars of small mirrors, and an im-
mense star adorns the center of the dome. About
on the walls are quotations from the Hebrew
Scriptures, (See Babylon and Nineveh.) Ina wall
and facing the east is a closet in which is kept a
copy of the Iebrew law, and above this is a repre-
sentation of the seven-branched golden candle-
stick of the Hebrew temple. The copy of the
Scriptures in this tomb is a very fitting memorial
of the “ready scribe of the law of Moses ' who
rewrote the whole of the Old Testament, as it ex-
isted in histime, in the Chaldaic character for the
use of the Jews who either could not or would
not return with him to Jerusalem,

About four miles from Murgh-ab, Persia, the
traveler reaches Deh Nove, “new village,” and
about a quarter of an hour’s ride from there is
the throne of Cyrus, called by the natives of the
region now, “ Takhte Madar Soleiman,” or ** The
Throne of the Mother of Solomon.” It was a
delightsome place in ancient times, but it has
lost its grandeur and beauty, only some of the
walls and fallen stones remaining. About a
quarter of a mile from the throne are to be
seen ten stone pillars, overthrown now. On
one of these are inscriptions, A little beyond
these is a village called ““The Mother of Solo-
mon” (Madare Solieman). In this village is the
tomb of Cyrus, king of Persia, though the natives
call it *“The Tomb of the Mother of Solomon.”
It is a square building about thirty-six feet in
height, with sides twenty-four feet in extent,
The material is a beautiful marble, and its steps
enable the visitor to examine it. The Moham-

ually handsome. The Jews make an annual pil-

medans have made this tomb a sanctuary, There
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is an ancient cemetery near this tomb with many ‘
stone gates having inscriptions on them, Two
large stones near each other in this cemetery are
valued highly by Mohammedans for their sup-
posed marvelous power to cure persons who
have been bitten by mad dogs. The faith is such
in its healing powers that it has a wide reputa-
tion as a sort of Pasteur’s resort, and from great
distances patients are brought here and made to
pass five times round these stones, when they
will be cured; but the Persians, nevertheless,
acknowledge that most of them die on the way
home,

That Cyrus put his decrees ‘‘in writing’’ isin line
with what we know of the customs and the times.
No nation has reached a higher stage of artistic ex-
cellence in the matter of caligraphy than the Per-
gians, who call writing * the golden profession.”
As high as a hundred thousand dollars has been
known to be paid for an artistically executed
copy of the Koran, We are told of a superior
artist who executed in writing so highly illumi-
nated a copy of a poem that he received in addi-
tion to his promised reward his mouth stuffed
full of pearls. Another illustration is of a pen-
man of the fifteenth century who was executed
because he did not make more rapid progress
with a copy of a poem. But the extreme beauty
of the artist’s work was such that even scraps of
it set in gold were sold at most fabulous prices,

It has seemed an unusual thing that an oriental
monarch should disperse any ;peopies whom he
had in his territory by conquest, but there seems
some evidence that Cyrus extended (his policy
even beyond the Jews, At least it has been so
inferred from several sources, specially from
clay eylinders of his time. One of these in the
British Museum, some four inches in diameter,
bears the inscription which makes Cyrus say,
«] assembled all those nations, and I caused
them to go back to their countries.”

By Way of Illustration.

God in history. The first and most important
lesson to be learned from this account is the con-
trol of God over nations, The best nations are,
indeed, an evolution, but God is the evolver.
God is in history, working out the millennium.
McCurdy says:

1t is not too much for us to say that while the
triumphs of Cyrus shook the earth the return of
the little band of Hebrews to Zion shook not the
earth only, but also the heavens.”

Benefits of the captivity, During these alien years
the prophecies of Jeremiah are being collected
for the comfort and hope of his exiled country-

sage heretofore has been rejected, i8 writing
lamentations from his far home beside the Nile,
It is in the exile that the annals of the kings
are written out ; that Ezekiel, the prophet of tle
captivity, speaks his symbolic messages of retri-
bution end coming deliverance to the Sabbath
congregations of the synagogues; that Daniel,
the seer and statesman of the court, illustrates
before successive kings the power and beauty of
the religious life ; and here, perhaps, the second
Isaiah published those matchless and inspiring
visions for the hope of Israel and the cheer of the
whole world. We may not forget also the service
of the wandering singers, those troubadours of
the captivity, whose minor notes of sorrow are
embodied in the psalms of the exile.—W. II.
Davis,

The national chavacter purified. Dean Stanley
reminds us that the purification of the national
character begins with the exile. It destroyed the
idolatrous element. No Jew after the captivity
bowed his knee to idols.

It intensified the religious life of the people,
It took away secular hopes and raised spiritual
aspirations, The Jews saw their hope of empire
depart, and began to look for a Messiah who
should restore the kingdom. By degrees they
realized that the hope of Israel was in spiritual
and not temporal prosperity.

There is a story of a nobleman who underto k
to form an @olian harp, or wind harp, between
the two great towers of his castle. He stretched
the wires, but the wind gave no sound, and he
deemed his work a failure. One night there came
a mighty storm, and then the silent harp awoke
and poured forth its music. It needed the force
of the tempest to call forth itstones. So the best
of Isracl was developed not by the breeze of
prosperity, but under the hurricane of adversity.
—W. A. Dickson,

The land of the Jews. God selected it. ‘A land
that I espied for them, flowing with milk and
honey  (Ezek. 20. 6). God gave it to Abraham
and his descendants, *For all the land which
thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed
forever "’ (Gen. 13, 15-17). Israel’s title deed to
Palestine is recorded not in the Turkish Serai at
Jerusalem, but in every Bible that there is this
day in all the languages of the nations of the
earth,

God cares for it. *“ A land which the Lord thy
God careth for” (Deut. 11.12), Why did God
select it? We believe it is not presumption to

answer :

First, because of its location. It is the natural
center of the earth, a choice situation for the cap-
ital of a world-wide empire.

men. while the old prophet himself, whose mes-

Second, because of the variety of its climate
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and scenery, which constitute a miniature world.
It was just the place for the giving of the super-
natural book that was to have world-wide circula-
tion,

Third, because of its productiveness. Every
sabbatie yearit produced enough to support the
population two years, and every jubilee year
enough to support them three years,

It is called in Scripture *the pleasant land
(Dan. 8. 9), “the glorious land  (Dan. 11, 16),
Twenty-one times it is called ** a good land,” and
once “an exceeding good land” (Num, 14, 7),
“the glory of all lands” (Ezek. 20, 6).— William
E. Blackstone,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Jewish history is not only most interesting in
itself, but 1 every era, every detail, it is full of
spiritual instruction for us, We lose much
when we do not study the Bible as devout and
carnest seekers for truth, The coming out of
Ezypt, the wanderings in the wilderness, the
conquest of Canaan, the falling away into idola-
try, the suffering, loss, and captivity—what pic-
tures are these of heart-experience! And the
never-failing care of God, the hope of restora-
tion, the fatherly discipline, the sending of mes- |
sengers to call back the wanderers, are all re-
peated in our own heart histories,

What spiritual lessons shall we learn from the
return from captivity ? We see that the provi-
dence of God is over every life,  Never for a mo-
ment doubt it. No soul can drift beyond his
government or his care. Cyrus was a heathen
king, but God’s hand was on lLim to accomplish
his will, A hundred years before he was born,
a8 we read in Isaiah 44 and 45, his name was
mentioned and what he would do was foretold,
(iod is at the helm of national affairs, stirring up
the gpirit of rulers and kings even when they are
not counted as his servants, We talk of war
with Spain, of the czar's call for a peace con-
gress, the despotic woman ruling China, and for-
ot or langh at the idea of God acting through
these agencies,  But “ his kingdom ruleth over
all,” and the end will one day prove it,

8o, too, his hand is upon our own secret
thoughts when we do not know it, and often he
stirs another’s spirit for us as he stirved Cyrus to
send out his people from bondage, Is your heart
i captivity, “under the rule of a stranger ? "'
Has the adversary spread out his hand upon
all your pleasant things, as their captors did to
these poor exiles ? Dwelling among the heathen
they found no rest, as your heart finds none
away from God, among those who do not know

fectly describe a soul held in the bondage of sin.
The enemy *“ hath set me in dark places; he hath
hedged me about that I cannot get out ; he hath
made my chain very heavy.”

God has stirred up my heart and the hearts of
others who love you, to call you back to the
good land of promise which belongs to you. lle
makes everything as easy as possible for you to
go. Ile provides friends to help you, and all
that you need to make you spiritually strong and
rich. Tle even makes the way joyful with music
and singing. No one was compelled to leave the
land of captivity against his wish. They went
there as a nation, but they came out as individ-
uals. There is no freedom without the exercise
of one’s own choice. Every name was recorded
of those who Jchose to go out of captivity. Every
name is written in the Book of Life of those who
choose freedom in Christ, All who decided to
start “* came to Jerusalem.” No disappointment,
no falling out by the way. It was God's purpose
to bring them there ; they chose his plan, and
nothing then could hinder its accomplishment,
Once make the choice that you will be a captive
to sin no longer, and nothing can frustrate God’s
glorious purpose for you,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

It is best to treat this lesson as a simple and
entertaining narrative and draw forth its evident
moral and spiritual lessons. But first glance
at the captivity : (1) Its causes—moral, political ;
(2) Its character—the downfall of Judah, the con-
dition of the captives in Babylon, the psalms of
captivity ; (3) Its prophecies of the overthrow,
of the duration of captivity, of restoration ; 4)
Its effects on the moral and national sense of the
Jews....Next consider the persons of the lesson :
(1) Cyrus; (2) Jeremiah; (3) Sheshbazzar ; (4)
*“Chief of the fathers,” priests, Levites. ... Third,
the king’s proclamation and the veturn of the
people....Lessons to be drawn : 1. The work of
i 1. See *“Thoughts for Young People™. ... 11.
Show how this lesson teaches the inevitable fulfill-
ment of God’s word.... 111 Take the return of
the Jews as a type of the return of our souls to
the promised land of rich religious experience,

AL HYMNS,

Take my life. 2
Come ye that love the Lord,

Give me some work to do,

1 love thy kingdom, Lord,

orlove his name, Jeremial’s lamentations per-

Wake, wake the song.




494 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

[Aug. 27,

Light of life.

Children of the heavenly King.
All for Jesus,

There's work for us all.
Jerusalem, my happy home.

Blackbhoard.

e JEWS
VESSELS ||J] STORED
TEMPLE IN\LBUILT

Horor®s Wori™

All events that minister to the wélfare of God’s
children and make them glad are from him. In
this instance he fulfilled his word of promise
through Cyrus. By his proclamation the Jews
were permitted to return to Jerusalem, taking
with them the vessels restored by the king. Then,

[TURN

‘m{!. Evans, Scripture Biography, vol. iii, page
185, Rawlinson, Eza and Nehemiah, page 9,
Morris, Sacred Biography, vol. i, page 116,  Stan-
ley, History of the Jewish Chureh, vol, ii, page G35,
Ewald, History of Israel (index). Ragozin, Media
—Story of the Nations, pages 332,

‘ Tug Pexiop oF Tue Caeriviry.—Allen, /e

:hrwl' Men and Times, page 281 Duane, Danid,

\lli.« and Times. ‘Taylor, Daniel, the Beloved,
Driver, Isaiah, His Life and Tines, Rawlinson,
Eera and Nehemiah, Renan, History of the Pople,

‘qr' Israel, Books vi and vii. Montefiore, The Re-
| tigion of Israd. Sayce, Fresh Light from the Ane
| cient Monmwments, Rawlinson, ducient Monarchics,

e i

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour.

—As it requires the same power to sustain cre-
ation that it required to produce it, 8o it requires
the same Saviour who cleanses hearts to keep
hearts clean, Only through the continued in-
dwelling of our Lord can Christians be kept
holy, useful, and happy. Without his bright
presence the dark kingdom of death would soon
be restored.— Clarke.

—A soft heart is the best tempered for God. O
God make our clay wax, and our wax pliable to
thine hand, so shall we be sure to be free either
from sin or from the hurt of sin.—Bishop Hall.

—Religious company brings fire to our graces to

100, God designed the rebuilding of the temple t0 | kindle them when they are freezing, but irre-
be by their own effort, as well as by his charge 10 | jigious company brings water to quench them
Cyrus. By a freewill offering according to his | when they are flaming.—Secker.

ability each man was asked to help the workers,

—Let the current of your being set toward

and this the people did willingly. We honor the | God, then your life will be filled and calmed by

work of God by ready service and willing gifts.

Library References.

one master passion which unites and stills the
soul.— Maclaren.

—The desire tobe known of men is destructive
to all true greatness nor is there any honor

In studying the Book of Ezra use Sayce, Intro- | worth calling honor but what comes from an un-
duction to Ezra and Nehemiah, and Driver, Intro- | seen source. To be great is to seem small in the
duction to Old Testament  Literature, For Com- |eyes of men,—Macdonald.

mentary, Ryle, Books of Ezra and Nehemiah

—There is a vast difference between reading

in the Cambridge Bible, furnishes the best we the Bible to preach it and reading the Bible to
have: Adeny. Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther in the practice it.—Philips.

Expositor’s Bible, is also of some value.

—The real blessing, mercy, satisfaction, is not

EzrA, THE Scrise,—Rawlinson, Ezra and Ne- |in the having or the lack of merely outward
hemiah, Men of the Bible, Evans, Seripture Biog- | things, but in the consciousness that the true
raphy, vol. i, page 196. Baring-Gould, Legends | souree of life and happiness is deeper than all

of Patriarchs and Prophets, page 877, Robinson

Seripture Characters, Vol ii, page 835, Morris,

, | these.— Chadwick.
—8piritual plowman, sharpen thy plowshare

Sacred  Biography, vol. ii, page 167, Hill, Com- | with the Spirit ! Spiritual sower, dip thy seed
panion Characters. Edersheim, Life and Times of | in the Spirit; so shall it germinate 3 and ask the
Jesus, vol. i, pages 8-12. Geikie, Landmarks of | Spirit to give thee grace to scatter it, that it may
Old Testament History, page 806, Stanley, Jewish | fall into the right furrows! Spiritual warrior,
Church, vol, iii (index). Geikie, Hours with the | whet that sword with the Spirit and ask the
8pirit, whose word is a sword indeed, to strength-
Obscure Characters, page | en thy arm 10 wield it,.—Spurgeon.

Bible, vol. vi, page 456,
Cyrus,—Hastings,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

The True Foundations,
“ Beloved, let us love so well,
Our work shall still be better for our love,
And still our love be sweeter for our work.,"”
—E. B. Browning,
Tne primary teacher who is drawn to the wo
by love can well understand how love betters

| to still further acquirement. It will soften the
change, for children, almost without exception,
leave the “little class™ with reluctance—with
some heartache,

It will be an incentive to those who remain to
learn with more diligence,

It will help to keep up a lively interest in the

the work, and the work sweetens the love! Love | main room.,

is the one true foundation upon which all work

for the little ones must be built if it is to abide.

It should enter into all the details of the school,

it should furnish the motive for good order, for
punctuality, for attention, for obedience. The
underlying principle governing all helpful and
pleasant association must be clearly explained
and kindly insisted upon. Love for teacher, love
for one another, and back of all, love for Gad,
must rule, if the school is to do the best work
possible,

The love that is only fond, that pets and ad-
mires the *“cute little dears,” is not love in the
real sense.  The love that * betters ** our work is
that which is on the lookout for right principles,
and the wise and effective adaptation of them to
little minds and hearts. Development of charac-
ter is the great end to be kept in mind. The
order of the school, the various exercises, the
courtesy inculeated—all things, in short, pertain-
ingto the life of the school—should aim constantly
and quietly at the growth of character. And to
this end the central authority—the teacher—must
be one of settled, orderly spirit and life,

Could the primary teacher look into that clear
mirror, a child’s soul, and see with what rever-
ence she is regarded, she might well tremble!
Yes, and rejoice, for this very quality of unfal-
tering faith in the wisdom and love of ** teacher
is her power, as it is her peril if she fail to rise to
the occasion ! The realization of the truth,

*Up to me sweet childhood looketh,”
can scarcely fail to inspire the earnest prayer,

* Teach me of thy ways, O Father !
For sweet childhood’s blessed sake,”

and
8o direct my daily way,
That in following me, the children
May not go from Thee astray,”

= - =

Notes,

ProMoTioN DAY should be made a memorable
Occasion in the primary department. It will be
a sweet reward to those who have made an effort

The class being promoted should have recog-
nition by the superintendent in the primary room,
and then should be escorted out by him, and
afterward be recognized by him before the whole
school,

Parents of the children to be promoted should
be enjoined to be present, and seats of honor
should be given to them. The more closely
parents are connected with Sunday school work
the more fruitful the efforts of teachers will be.

Let Sunday school teachers, as far as possible,
arrange for the attendance of their children upon
church services, Undoubtedly many children
would attend church if sittings were provided for
them. This becomes necessary when they belong
to families that are not church attendants,

It should be a teacher’s delight to have her
scholars at church with her. There ought to be
aSunday-school ** acre™ provided in every church
to which teachers can go with their classes,
Subjects for primary teachers to think about
and talk about :

How to reach non-Christian parents,

18 a system of rewards helpful ¢

How mothers and teachers may be mutually
helpful. .

Relations between the Church and the Sunday
school,

The spiritual basis of character building.

Why am I a teacher ?

What can we do for the youngest ehildren ¢
How to interest children in missions,

In what way does a teacher's personality affect
her work ?

The Home Department and the primary class
—how can they cooperate 9

Reflex power of faithful te aching,

The relation of the primary department to the
main school,

Are library books desirable in the primary
class ?

Birthdays and recognition of new scholars.
What can I do to make myself a bettey

to attain the requisites, and will encourage them

teacher ¥
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Mothers’ Meetings.

Mns. CRAFTS says: ‘A primary class without
a mothers’ meeting will be considered an anomaly
in the twentieth century. It is quite time that
those who want to be leaders should look well to
this phase of the work.

« Certainly every Primary Union should have
a mothers’ meeting occasionally, if not regularly.
A verysmall proportion of unions, only fourteen
out of one hundred and twenty, have yet entered
upon this important method of cooperation.”

in England contains some admirable points:

THE MOTHER'S UNION,

At a meeting of * mothers,

church schoolroom, Paignton, Mrs Knight-Bruce

ers' lives and morals, for they had the beginnings
It was des
teach their little ones to read a verse or two o
Scripture every day. Many made a point ©
their reading a chapter, but as there was seldorn
time for this, they read nothing, yet ay

all the children were assembled for breakfast.
An illustration of the short time it really

to offer the Lord’s Prayer and one collect wi

day when the clergyman came in ¢
his arm a large clock with a white

told the speake!

venient to do so, but her mother kad asked I
when she was a young girl alwa
owed before going to bed, and she had made it
rule to do so. Mothers were not like other w

"HOOL BANNER.

held lately in con-
neetion with the Mothers' Union, in the parish

said that their lives were influenced by their moth-

irable, therefore, that mothers should

se of the
Bible was enough to give them thoughts during
1he whole day. What * mother " used to say and
do is often repeated by old men and women. | o Siopy in Religious Education.
One great thing was to see their children begin
the day with prayer, however short. One mother
said that she had found the best time was when

kes | we stop to ask the red

given by the speaker, who was in a church one
ying under | grown person t

an address on prayer, and showed the congrega-
tion that these two prayers e yuld be offered slowly
and reverently inless than a minute, Onemother
r she made it a rule never to go to if there are any, all t

bed owing a farthing. She often found it incon-

s to pay all she | no, she

ork- | the leaves for boats,

men who made cabinets or china, which get old,

e [ ———

or useless, or break : the work of mothers was
for life and eternity, and influenced generations
and generations.  Mothers also worked seven
days a week—sometimes twenty-four hours when
the children were ill—and never had holidays
no matter how tired she was the children were
always in and out and round about her, and
often seemed to come in with their little wants
just at the wrong time,

Mrs, Knight-Bruce said that once she went
into a mother’s cottage and told her about the
Mothers’ Union, and the mother said she did not
want to hear about the society 3 there were 100
many socicties, and she would like it if they
were all done away with, Mrs. Knight-Bruce
felt very humble and cast down at this, and
went to see another mother, also in a cott:
to whom she explained the use of the Motk
Union, and she gaid, “Why, ma'am, it is a
beautiful society, and I think you might do
away with all societies rather than not have the
Mothers' Union.”  Mrs. Knight-Bruce said that
mothers should do all they could to prevent chil

The i " g prs’ wti : : :
The following account of a mothers’ meeting | qren being sent to public houses for drink. At

one time the police were sent tor all the public
houses in London, and they counted 7,000 chil
dren thus occupied.

She said that the Mothers’ Union was founded
by Mrs. Sumner twenty years ago, and now
wumbered over 150,000, They might work won
ders, and so influence others that every poor man
might have one bedroom for himself and his wife,
{ | one for his boys, and another for his girls. God
¢ | intended his work to be done by mothers they
were his workwomen. The mothers’ work was
held up as the ““three I's"—the highest, the
holiest, and the hardest.

.

BY MRS, WILBUG F. CRAFTS,

s | cover that there is a ps

a | panions.

«TgrL me astory.” How often we have heard
this request coming from the lips of children. If
ason why, we shall easily dis-
‘Mological reason for it.
I will give you the reason in concrete shape. A
akes a child to the park. The
ace. He gave | older person seats herself on a park hench and
cottles into a state of reverie, But not so with
the child. It flits about from place to place pick-
ing up * pretty sticks and stones,” climbs rocks,
he while keeping up an in-
cessant  prattle, “aaying nothing” you may
er | think. She seems to be talking to hersc 1f, but
is holding converse with imaginary com-
The little lake is the ocean § ghe floats
and sends them far away 1o

bring back to her all sorts of treasures, She 1s
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the queen ; all the birds and buttertlies and in- J seenes described in ity and yet how seldom one

scets are her subjects,  The clouds that go float-
ing by fill her realm with strange animals, What
a contrast between the adult and the child amid
the same surroundings ! One feels the pleasures
of memory,the other the pleasures of imagination.

The story feeds the imagination, and that is
why a child asks for astory., Parents have found
that children specially delight to hear stories
about what they did when they were little boys
and girls. It requires quite a vigorous action of
the imagination for the children to conceive the
idea of their parents ever having been small like
themselves.  An old lady, wearing a white cap,
directed the attention of a little girl to a portrait
of herself when she was a child. It had long
curls all around the head. The little girl looked
wonderingly at the old lady and back to the por-
trait and asked, “Did you have the same head
then that you have got now 2*” I think children
like to hear stories about the childhood of their
parents, because it brings them into closer sym-
pathy with them.

Bible stories are the best of all for children, A
wise mother of two lively boys once said to me,
“Bible stories, especially Old Testament stories,
should be the first told to children, and following
them stories about the history of our own coun-
try.?

I clipped the following from a leading kinder-
garten magazine: **Of course the ideal story is
that of Christ—without the erucificion, All stories
should be bright and beautiful for little children,
No little child would understand the sad part of
the Christ story, but he can easily understand
that which places before him one who did loving
deeds and said gentle words to all, and * suffered
little children to come unto him.’”  Teachers of
little children in the Sunday school will hardly
agreeto this,  *“The sad part of the story * gives
the only true measure of the love of Christ. It
can be told, it has been told, without giving har-
rowing details and without creating a wicked perj-
udice against the Jews,

Children like pictures with stories because they
give the life elements, They supply the imagina-
tion with materialto work upon. Those who are
notup in the art of story-telling will find these
sume pictures their greatest aid.

The ideal picture book is Froebel's Mother Play,
not that the pictures are beautiful, but they are
symbolic in the truest sense. It has been said:
** Children love to see their own inner life mir-
rored in a life which isalien to them. To behold
these reflections is a help always, a hindrance
never, to the growth of the soul.”

I plead for pictures with Bible stories. Above
all books the Bible needs pictures to explain the

sees a pictorial family Bible.  Teachers would do
well to use a pictorial Bible in the Sunday school,
even though the children cannot clearly see the
pictures: it would please them to know that they
are being taught out of a * picture Bible,"*

But to return to the story. Those of you who
have tried to read the Bible through to little chil-
dren, let me ask you what you have found to
be the most difficult parts in which to interest
them. I would say Proverbs, Psalms, and the
epistles,  Why ? Because they lack the story ele-
ment.  For this reason we primary teachers have
found it difficult sometimes to teach the Inter-
national lessons, but if we made a thorough study
of how to adapt these lessons to the children, we
sought for stories in other parts of the Bible and
elsewhere to illustrate the truth we wished to
teach.

I think I must take the ground, however, that
for family reading in the Bible, when there is not
the same opportunity for illustrative teaching, I
would recommend that where there are young
children the narrative portions should be read
before the other parts are.

God might have given to us a book of pre-
cepts alone—* teachings " so-called. But because
we are his children, and he understands us, he has
given us instead mainly a book of stories. * Now
all of these things happened unto them for en-
samples ; and they are written for admonition,”

In them the child sees himself mireored. Any
good selection of Bible stories which teach the
virtues that should appear in the child charac-
ter, as obedience, truth, gentleness, ete., will
prove a great help to the teacher.,

It is not necessary, perhaps not always wise, to
show the child himself in the story, A moral is
often best pointed when a child does the point-
ing himself. It is in this particular that we Sun-
day school teachers have been criticised by the
professional child-study people. On the other
hand, we are told that there is danger in arousing
emotion without providing for a corresponding
action, A maxim is given by Professor Reuben
Post Halleck in these words: * Never frame a good
decision, never experience a glow of fine emotion,
without a strong endeavor to respond by action
in some proper way.” The same author holds
musical gratification and novel reading responsi-
ble for innumerable ruined wills simply becaust
strong emotions ar: raised and allowed to suk,
side without action. Viewed in this light, it
would seem that the course of those teachers who
make *‘ pragtical applicationg to their Bible les-

to be
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|
Above all things to be avoided in story-telling scholar absent for two consecu i
Because there is so lit- should be called upon by the ted

are legends and myths.

Sundays
sher.  If absent

tle in the Bible about the childhood of our Sav- | for a longer time without reasonable excuse,

jour there

is a tendency to introduce many another scholar should be sent to call for and to

pretty myths, such as the oxen: bowing down on bring to church the missing pupil. If he does

Christmas night, anc

1 the story that when Jesus not then come, let some one call for him

was a little boy he used to fashion in his play | every Sunday until he returns to the Sunday

little birds of clay, and give them life, when they
flew away.

Even worse are the so-called ““myths from clas
sical authors ;"' such as are not infrequently told
to children in the Kkindergarten. For example,
the children are told that the gods made man,
made him round with two faces, four arms, etc., ‘
but he was so selfish the gods ordered himsliced |
in two, and that is why we now have our present
form, with a flat back. Plato told this story to
explain male and female, but it will certainly ap-
pear to any earnest Sunday school teacher that it
is not to be compared with the Bible account of \
(iod creating man in his own image, and breath-
ing into him the breath of life. Myths and leg-
ends confound the testimony of truth, Sunday
school teachers, beware of them. Ifisnot a legit-
imate or safe way to use the imagination of chil- ‘

dren.
-

Irregular Attendance in the Sun-‘l

day School.
ALICE MAY DOUGLAS.
Pernaps there is nothing, with the exception |
of the preaching of the pulpit, of more vital and |

eternal interest than the Sunday school ; and ‘:r«-quvsl t

there are few things conducted so loosely as
Sunday school class work. This is true of the
average Sunday school of all denominations.
This sinful laxity is glaringly seen in the irreg-
ular attendance of the pupils. The fault lies
generally with the teacher. Some teachers ne
keep a list of their scholars. They think they
know their scholars so well they do not need
that ; yet they do not know them as well as their
parents do, and parents keep a list of their
children i the family Bible. One of the most
impressive figures in the Bible is that of the
Lamb's book in which is written the names of
the redeemed.  And the plantation song well says,
“My God is a-writing all the time.” If Christ
needs to keep an exact record of his children in
the school of life, do not we need to keep one of
our spiritual children?  One might as well have
a bank full of money and no bank book as a
class full of scholars and no list.

Irregular attendance is encouraged when the
teacher pays no attention to it. Every Sunday
some word or a card or Sunday school paper
should be sent to every absent scholar. A

school. If the child lives at such a distance that
ou can't call, send him a written invitation
very week Think what an impression such
zeal will have upon the parents of that scholar,
It may be the means of leading him to Christ.

Let the scholars know that you mark their at-
tendance in your little book every Sabbath. If
they deserve a word of praise in this matter
don’t withhold it. Offer prizes to those who
show the best attendance during the year.

Another cause for irregular attendance is the
indifference of the parents, They never attend
divine service and do not encourage their chil-
dren to attend. The only cure for this is to uet
those parents converted. If they won't go to the
prayer meeting, they will probably not object to
opening their house to such a service, And by
the way, it is an excellent plan to Iy a prayer
meeting for the mothers of the children.  Ask
them to meet you at your home or at the church
to join prayers for the little ones.

Irregular attendance is further occasioned by
reason of Sunday school tramps, meaning chil-
dren that drift from one school to another just
as they choose. That these may never be without
the influence of some school the teacher should
he new teacher to whom they are going
| to report each scholar, if he or she should in turn
leave that school.

The greatest difficulty I have ever met in ir-
| pegular attendance is the excuse given by parents

that their children cannot attend Sunday school
because they cannot dress as well as oth I
know of children who have eried for hours be-
canse their parents would not allow them to
attend a Christmas or upl\il|lr<-||'u Day service.
Other children beg and beg to come Sabbath
after Sabbath, but are kept away from the same
cause. Absentees of several weeks” or months'
duration have often resulted from the same rea-
son: and often the parents are churchgoing,
even Christian people, The children have cloth-
ing good enough for day school, but the parents
think that the better-dressed children of the Sab-
bath school may look down on those not dressed
so well. T hope that all teachers do not meet
this fooligh excuse, which is none the less a diffi-
culty to the work. One way to overcome it is to
faithfully teach the scholars that all are equal in

God's sight, and that pride and boasting are

sinful.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON VI. (August 6.)
THE NEW HEART. Ezek. 36. 25-36.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

down our thoughts 8o God used holy men long
ago. e used their minds and their hands, and
told them his word, to put down upon paper, to
keep for us even now. One of the holy men of
old who wrote part of God's book was called
Ezekiel. You may not think it a beautiful name,

GoLDEN TEXT: A new heart also will I give | but it has a beautiful meaning—the strength of
you."”

Ezek. 86, 26,

Primary Notes,
BY JULIA I, JOHNSTON,

God, or, God shall strengthen. He had many
hard things to do, but in God’s strength he did
them fearlessly and faithfully, Ie lived in a sad
time. When King Jehoiakim gave up Jerusalem

LPreliminary. [Drill for | to the king of Babylon many were taken captive
a few moments upon the | even before the city was destroyed under King
Golden Thought for the | Zedekiah,
quarter, that is, God |taught the people and told them God’s messages,
cares for his own—and [ Was carried away among the rest, and there in
refer to the use of the [ that heathen land God still spoke to him, and
shield for protection, Re- | told him what to say to the people. He told them
peat  that our Father |of their sins, which had brought such trouble
keeps us, but at the same | upon them, and he told them, too, of the love of

Ezekiel, one of the prophets who

time gives us something to do to please him ; 8o | Godeven for sinners, and taught them to hope in

cach lesson shield has a duty written onit.] We
have had shields of faith the past month; now
for a month we will have a shield of hope each
week,  “Take the shield of faith,” Jesus says ;
but he also says, “Hope thou in God.” We
must expect as well as believe that God will care
forus. 'We must ask for his blessing and then
look for the answer.  When we look forward to
something glad and good it keeps the heart light
and helps us to bear what may be hard now.
A poor prisoner long ago and far away was
shut up in a lonely castle. The king who held
him as a captive said he should not go free till a
large sum of money was paid for his freedom.
The captive had no money, but he had a brother
who was rich. He was allowed to send word to
this brother, but it took long for the niessenger
1o go and come, It was hard to wait for the an-
swer, but day by day the poor captive kept up
his courage by looking forward to the return of
the messenger with the money from his rich
brother. He hoped it might be { »day when he
woke each morning, and so, though all was
strange and hard, and he suffered much, he had
something to hope for, and by and by he was set
free, as he hoped. Iis brother had helped him
before; therefore he knew he might hope for it
dzain,  As e go on with our lessons we shall
learn what God has done, and our hope will be
strong as we look forward to what he will do.
Every sweet promise Jesus has made gives us
something to hope for, and we may pray this
prayer, * Remember thy word unto thy servant,
upon which thou hast caused me to hope.”
Approach to the lesson, [Hold up the Bible.]
Whose book is this? Who wrote it ¢ It is called

him, for he would by and by bring them back to
their own home land, forgiving them, and lead-
ing them as his own people. Our lesson to-day
is one of these messages from the loving Father
in heaven, and it is about

THE NEW HEART.

How sad it was for those poor captives, away
from home and from their beautiful temple,
Ezekiel told them, from God, of their sin, of his
pity, and his plan to take them home. Then he
promised them what they needed most. Perhaps
the poor captives thought something else might
be better; but God knows best. The Golden
Text is the promise. [Drill upon this.]

We are sin’s captives. We need a new heart.
- What is a new heart, and how shall we get it?
O it is so important to know. The lesson tells
us. God says “Ye shall be clean.” [Write on
board.] Sin soils. Jesus makes pure. He died
that our sins might be forgiven, and even the

stain taken away. Then God says, “I will put

God’s word, but just as we use a pen to put

my Spirit within you.” [Write below the first sen-
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The Spirit cannot live in a sin-soiled

tence. |
If the w

heart that holds fast the sin and loves it.
heart is clean and the Sj
happy heart it is!
and sinful, The new heart loves to please Jesus
and to help others.
quick to be sorry and to pray, ** Lord, forgive me
for Jesus' sake. |
two sentences. |
How shall we get a new heart ?
it if we would be God’s children.
tells. Jesus said it overagainin different words.
It is written on our lesson shield—
receive,”” God gives; we ask and take.

th
We must have  p

« Agk and  remember their sin no more.

their captivity, and the destruction of their city

ere necessary to make them see how far they

Jirit lives in it, what a | had strayed from God their Father, Next, Ezekiel
' It won't want to be selfish | must tell them daily, that if they obey God, and
keep themselves from the tempting ways of the
When sin stains it then it is heathen around them, and rouse themselves to
help thd®cause, their own dear church and city
Draw large heart around the | will be rebuilt, will be made more beautiful, and

ere will be a home-coming. This is God's
romise as Ezekiel taught it to the captives: 1

The lesson | the Lord will build ruined places, and plant that
which was desolate,” *1 will forgive.” “1will

”

The end of the story of Ezekiel’s work is that

| the captives from being worshipers of idols, and

Kindergarten Hints.
BY JULIA E, PECK,

Gonpex Text: ¢ For as the heaven is high
above the earth, so great ig his mercy toward t
them that fear him.
the west, so far hath he removed our transgres- |

¢

sions from us.”
HINTS ON METIHOD.

arcless of God's laws, became zealous for the

living God.

All this happened exactly as Ezekiel taught
hem to expect—and more ! Who came to their

As far as the cast is from city lr)m.{3'vu|‘sum'r\\'urdmloau:h,tnlwul,hmn‘r?

Ezekicl the prophet was sent with a me

rea 108 5 |
Psa. 103, 11,12, from God to save the souls of those captives in
a heathen land, who were drawn together by

Explain the meaning of the word “ fear™ as | their loneliness and by their love for their home

used in our selected Golden Text.

If verse 26 of | country. e who came later to their home coun-

our lesson is used as a memory text, let us re- try gave his life that he might reach out to save
member that the children are apt to confuse the | all men—all captives, all the heathen who are

terms * heart,” ‘soul,”

W eonscience.”  We | peaching out to find a God, all careless ones,

have at times rather added to their confusion by | who, knowing God, have strayed far away. To

an unfortunate use of symbols,

from the children their idea of *soul.” Their | give, I will cleanse, T will receive

thoughts will be quaintly suggestive to their
teacher as revealing their need. !
BIBLE HISTORY LESSON,

Review the lessons about Daniel, and introduce 1
zekiel as a captive of war, who, like Daniel,
was carried by soldiers into a heathen country in
company with other captives, ckiel and his
fellow-captives cttled on the banks of a river, |
Ezekiel’s house was the place they chose as a
meeting place to talk with love and longing
about their beloved church and their own dear |
city, Jerusalem.

Do the children recall the name ¢ Jerusalem ?
1s it a name full of suggestion and association |
for them? Find out about this, and let them see |
why we all have a claim on that city which these |
captives loved so dearly ; and why our eyes also
turn toward it in love.

We teach that Ezekiel was their leader, stern,
determined, hopeful. God chose him. The word |
of God came to Ezekiel to teach his fellow-cap- |
tives two lessons, First, he must warn them
that they were forgetting God, and were follow-
ing the tempting ways of the heathen around
them, and that their beloved church and city
would certainly be destroyed as punishment for
this disobedience. He must teach them that

Try to draw | each and all he brings the message, 1 will for-

\

Let the children carry home this thought,

| «The Lord is mindful of hisown. He remembers

his children.”

LESSON VII. (August 13.)
EZEKIEL'S GREAT VISION.—Ezek. 37.
1-14.

Gorpey Text: 1 will put my Spirit within

you."'—FEzek. 36, Aa.
Primary Notes.
Open with hymu-verse for the quarter, sung as
a prayer: i
Father teach us in this lesson
How thou cavest for thine own,
Show us how to love and please thee,
May we trust in thec alone.
(Tune, Dornance or 8tockwell.)
Approach to the lesson.
Is anything too hard for
our God ? Is ourSaviour
strong enough to doany-
thing—everything? Are
we sure about this? 1o
we always act as it we
believed it? If we trust
God’s power and God's
! care, why are we troubled or afraid, as we often
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are? Doesn’t this show that we do not really
feel sure of it in our hearts? It grieves our
Father’s heart when we do not trust his word and
his power,
Once there was a distressing famine in the
land where God’s people live!! “nd many died of
hunger. God sent word to © m by one of his
prophets that the next day food should be plen-
tiful and should be sold very cheaply indeed.
One of the king’s chief men said, “If the Lord
should make windows in heaven, might such a
thing be.” He did not trust God's word and
power,  But the word came true. It always
does.
Our Father sometimes shows his children some
wonderful things to help them to understand
and to believe.  Our lesson is something of this
sort,  The Lord wished to teach the prophet
Ezckiel and the captive people of Israel and Ju-
dah that nothing was too hard for him. To teach
this lesson he gave Ezekiel a wonderful vision.
Sometimes the gight of the eye is called a vision.
We have clear vision when we can see well,
Sometimes what we see is called a vision, We
look away off at some beautiful river, with trees
on either side, and we say, *“ What a lovely vis-
jon!"™  But, speaking in another way, we say we
have a vision when we see some wonderful sight
as if it were real, and yet it is not to be seen with
oureyes,  The mind sees it instead, and two peo-
ple do not look at a vision of this kind at once,
Now, God gave Ezekiel a strange vision, a great
vision, He made him see a sight which no one
¢lse could see, and it was to help him to under-
stand a great truth, The story has been writ-
ten down for us that we, here and now, may
learn the same lesson—that nothing is too hard
for God and that we must listen to what he says,
See on our shield, * Hear the word of the Lord.”
When he speaks let us listen, and believ
The vision, In some strange way the Spirit of
Giod carried away the prophet and set him down

God and said over the message. God said these
bones should live, that he would cause breath to
enter into them, flesh to come upon them, skin to
cover them. The prophet did a« he was told, and
he heard a great shaking and the right bones
came together,  God said again to call to the
wind or breath, which in this place means the
Spirit, and say, * Breathe upon these slain that
they may live.” It was done, and a living army
filled the valley.

Then God explained the vision. His people
were captives, away from home, and so sinful
that their hearts were dry—no love, no true life
in them, and they said, * Our hope islost.” But
God, who could make dry bones live if he would,
could bring the captives home and give them
new life. “T will put my Spirit within you”
was the promise., Everything would then be
possible.  Afterward this came true.

Wonderful things, God can raise the dead. He
will at the resurrection, Ilear his word, “The
dead shall be raised.”

God can bring back “vandering ones and change
their hearts, Hear his word, “ A new heart also
will T give unto you.” Ie promises his Spirit,
80 gentle and loving, once coming down in the
form of a dove.

God can help us to do what is hard. If he
sends us with a message to anyone who does not
love him, who seems unwilling to listen, let no one
say, “ It is no use.” Hear God’s word, I will
help thee,”  Listen to him,

in the midst of avalley. As clearly asif he could |
see with his eyes there was the valley before him, |
and behold it was full of dry bones, It was as if
a great battle had been fought there and thc:
bones of those killed—a great multitude—lay
tipon the ground, and as the prophet looked, be-
hold they were very dry.

Then God asked the question, “ Can these dry
bones live?” Ezekiel could not tell, himself.
It was a hard question, but he answered wisely,
0 Lord God, thou knowest.”” Then God told
him to speak to these bones and to say to them,
‘“‘Hear the word of the Lord.” But can alifeless
body hear? Ezekiel might have said, *‘There
18 n0 use in speaking to these dry bones.” He

Kintergarten Hints,
GoLpex Text: “Seek ye me, and ye shall
live.”—Amos 5. 4,
“I will put my spirit within you.”—Ezek. 36,

‘ Because I live, ye shall live also,”—John 14,
19,

2.

HINTS ON METHOD.
The literary quality of the Book of Ezekiel and
the glimpse we get of the lofty character of this
prophet, as we study to make up our primary les-

said no such thing, He listened to the voice of

sons, give us such inspiration that we dread los=
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ing any of it by the sifting process necessary in
adapting these lesson chapters to the primary
grade. Let us see if we can simplify without
wordy explanations, and let us see how much we
can make out of our adaptation of these difficult
lessons, without material loss.

LESSON STORY.

Again we review our lessons about Daniel and
recall Ezekiel the prophet as another captive
brought to that heathen land, Babylon, a place
all the more dangerous to the followers of the
true God, we explain, because the heathen offered
many alluring, attractive things (customs) for-
bidden to God’s children, Heathen temples built
of bright-colored bricks, the king's hanging gar-

such bones be made alive?
breathe the breath of life into them.”

kiel sounded the trumpet call. This is God’s
word to the captives. Does it mean anything at
all to us? Quote Ezek.34. 12, and memorize
this text if there is time.

Ezekiel at times found his fellow-captives—and
+his is the worst state of all ! —in the ** I-don’t-
care” attitude. Do you know this state of mind?
Andyou? Ido! Wealldo! It takes the loud-
est lind of a trumpet call to rouse the “ I-don’t-
care” captives. Said Ezekiel, “* God’s word to
me is that you are like a valley full of dry bones,”
God showed Ezekiel in a dream what such a
place was like, and why the souls of the * I-don’t-
care” captives were like the dry bones. Can
¢“] the Lord can
ST will

dens (which we may describe if there is time) | put my Spirit within you.” ¢ Because [ live, ye

were a wonder to our simple captives, as were | shall live also.” *‘ Be

the great golden images of their gods. Giants in
size were gsome of these gods, having a man’s
Lead on a lion’s body, all made out of gold,

It was a temptation to the captives to join the
celebrations and heathen festivals given in honor
ot these gigantic golden creatures which !Iw‘
heathen called “ gods.”

The captives felt that Ezekiel had become their
leader. Ezekiel told them that when God chose
a leader from among a company of people who
had known misfortunes of war, he, the leader,
was like a watchman set to blow a trumpet as a
signal in times of danger (chapter 83), and the
word of (iod is like the trumpet which the watch-
man blows in times like these. All would hear,
without fail, the trumpet call. All could hear,
without fail, the word of God spoken by the
watchman, the prophet Ezekiel. No excuse for
carelessness.  Would they heed the warning ?

At times Ezekiel found his fellow-captives in a
state of homesickness as they gathered at his
house, and then they were ready to listen to the
trumpet call announcing God’s promise of homes
rebuilt, and of a glorions church when they
learned to become obedient to the trumpet call
of Ezckiel the watchman, At other times Ezekiel
found them in the state we can best describe as
the “ 1 won’t " attitude. Do you know that state
of mind? And you? Ido! “I won't listen.,”
 L-won’t tryto keep away from tempting things.”
We hear, as they did, the trumpet call of danger,
and we will not turn our heads. The danger is
real, and the trouble that follows it is real!
Those captives found it so, times out of number,
just as we have, But Ezekiel never gave them
up. Do you think God ever gave them up?

When God's followers, the captives in that
heathen land, were in greatest danger of losing
home forever, of losing themselves among

| the water of life freely.”

k ye me, and ye shall live,”

LESSON VIII. (August 20.)
THE RIVER OF SALVATION. Ezek
47. 1-12.

GoLpexs TExT: “ Whosoever will, let him take
Rev, 22. 17,
Primary Notes.

[Never forget the re-
view, and let it go back
as far as time will allow,

DRINK Preserve the unity of

and thought, and continually

LIVE impress God’s  loving
care.]

Approach to the lesson.
Some traveler ina sandy
desert lost their way, and wandered sadly
about till they were almost ready to die with
thirst. What is the only thing that will really
refresh us when we arve thirsty ? If you were
very, very thirsty on a hot day, and you should
be offered candy, or cake instead of water,
would you like that better? Would a silver
dollar or a gold piece quench your thirst ? Noi
nothing but water will do, and go these travelers
went on seeking for water and trying to tind
their way out of the desert. At last they met
some others, and begged water of them. * We
have only enough for ourselves,” they said,
*“phut you are not far from a river. Go in that
direction,” and they pointed it out, “and you
will soon find plenty of water.”

These people could not give what was wanted,
but they could tell where to find it. The lost
men dragged themselves on, and at last came to
the river. There they found water enough for
all, but each one drank for himself. What on#

heathen by becoming just like the heathen, Eze-

drank would not refresh another. They paid
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nothing for the water, but it saved their lives,

and was worth more to them than a fortune.
Walking beside the river, they found their way

to the place where they wanted to go. The river
was their salvation—that is, they would have

been lost without it ; they would have died with-
out it. With it they were saved, and were safe
as they walked beside it.

Our Father in heaven gives us many pictures

of what his love is, and in our lesson to-day we
have a story of a river which is to help us to un-
derstand what God has given us., The same
prophet Ezekiel who saw the strange vision of
the dry bones was shown the vision of the river.
It was in a sad time, in the twenty-fifth year of
the captivity, when all things seemed darkest,
that God showed his servant in a vision this
wonderful river,

Wherve did the viver come Jrom? In the vision
Ezekiel had seen a beautiful temple, the house of
God. Now, as he looked, he saw a stream of
water coming out from under the door, eastward,
The beginning of the wonderful stream was in
the holy temple of God.

How the waters grew. In his vision a man
showed Ezekiel the strange sights. This man
had a line to measure, and as the two went for-
ward the man measured about fifteen hundred
feet and took the prophet through the waters,
They came up to the ankles. As much farther
on they came up to the knees—still growing
deeper and wider. Then as they went through
again the waters came to the waist, and after
measuring again, fifteen hundred feet, the waters
were a great river that could not be passed over,
The river flowed into a sea that was deadly and
its waters were healed, and wherever the river
came there was life, and on each side grew trees
with unfading leaves and new fruit cach month,
and the leaves were for medicine.

What did the vision ywan? The title of our
lesson calls this river of the vision *The River
of Salvation” because the Gospel of Jesus, the
good news that saves men, is like this. Our
souls are thirsty. They need Jesus's love and
forgiveness. He freely saves and makes clean
the heart as water saves the body from dying
and makes it clean, No matter how many come,
there is enough for all, The river of the vision
came from the temple; the river of salvation
comes from God. Sweet promises and every-
thing good grow beside this river, as trees grew
beside the one Ezekiel saw. As that river grew
broader and deeper so the news and knowledge
of Jesus will spread and grow till all shall hear
of him, Our gifts help to make a way for this
river to flow to heathen lands,

but unless one drinks he will die. See on our
shield, * Drink and live,! [Drill on text, |
LN,

Kindergarten Hints,

GoLpeEN TeEXT: “The whole carth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the
waters cover the sea.” Isa, 11, 9.

MemoRry VERSE: John 4. 14,

HINTS ON METIHOD,
UNDERLYING THOUVGHT God, the Source from
which flow all vivifying influences. Simplified :
God, the Source of life for body and soul.

LESSON STORY.,

Were you ever very thirsty at a place where
you could get no water? Were the plants in
your garden ever thirsty when they could get no
water? While you were thirsty could you take
the least comfort in work or play? What would
surely happen to you and your plants if no water
were given you ever? If, as you tell me, the
water comes from the clouds, gathered from the
seas, who holds the seas “in the hollow of his
hand?” Have you ever played down by a brook
and noted the richness of the grass and flowers
on its banks? Why were they brighter and hap-
pier than the grass and flowers back in the field ¢
Parallel thought to develop : Why are those who
live close to the Lord, close to the Source of all
life-giving influences, brighter and happier than
those who, consciously or unconsciously, shut
themselves away from the Source of spiritual life ¥
In the country where Jesus lived there are
deserts [describe briefly]. Sometimes large com-
panies of people have to travel through these
deserts to get home. We tell of the perils for
man and beast in these desolate wastes. Other
places there are which would be deserts if they
were not watered at great labor and expense,
We describe the rich tropical growth resulting
from this care. One day Jesus was thirsty after
a long journey through the hot sand, He stopped
to rest by a deep well of water, We tell the story
as found in John 4, emphasizing: “ Whosoever

What shall we do? There may be water enough,

drinketh the water that I shall give him shall
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\
Jesus was speaking of quenching |
How could that be |

never thirst.”
the thirst of parched souls,
done ¥

Ezckiel had lived in that country long, long |
before.  [At the point of our lesson story|:
kil is not there now. Where is he? Ezekiel
knew all about the waste and desert places in
his old home, and that they could be made to
bloggom like a roseif.... He knew about thirsty
men and camels who would perish if their water
supply gave out. He also knew about thirsty
souls which would perish if shut away from the
life-giving Father of all men.

To make his fellow-captives listen to his note
of warning he spoke in poetry to them. All
people of Bible lands love poetry. God made
them that way. Instead of * speaking out,” and
naming the blessings that were promised to those
who are faithful to God, as our preachers would
do, Ezekiel talks in poetry about a river whose
soft-flowing waters flow from under the east gate
of the chureh [quote].

To a people who have known the sufferings
of a *dry season,”” who travel through desert
wastes where water is more precious than gold,
the most beautiful home on earth, or in heaven,
would be to them a place flowing with rivets of
water. Ezckiel's poetry shows them a picture of
their whole land made over new § the wide desert,
even to its very borders, is made to bring forth
fruits and flowers, Parallel thought to develop :
The whole ecarth to be filled, made over new,
with knowledge and life from the Lord, God the
Father sends showers of mercy and goodness,
promises of new life to souls wasting themselves
by making a desert around them. When we
think of Ezekiel's poetry about a river of salva-
tion we are to think of Jesus who came “to
make waste places glad.”

LESSON IX. (August 27.)
RETURNING FROM CAPTIVITY. Haral.
1-11.

Gorpes Text: *“The Lord hath done great
things forus: whereof we are glad.” Psa. 126.3.

Primary Notes,

Approach to the lesson,
Did yon ever go on
a journey ? Perhaps you
went with father or
mother. You had your
things packed into a
trunk, and a carriage
took you to the station.
Perhaps you traveled in
a sleeper or a palace car,
and what a beautiful time you had, to be sure.

And before you tired of all the wonderful sights
you came back to your own home, as happy as
could be,

But suppose some dark, sad night some one
should come to your house and carry you away
to a strange country, burning your home behind
you, and taking from you all you cared most
about. Would not that be a different sort of a
journey ¢ You would be called a captive, or a
prisoner, if you were taken against your will,
And if, while you lived in a strange land, you
knew that it was for something wrong you had
done that you had been taken away, O how sad
and hard to bear it would be !

If you had been at Jerusalem about twenty-five
hundred years ago, you might have seen a sad
procession of captives leave their city and their
home. For two years the soldiers from Babylon
| had camped against the city, and there was sore
famine there, so that there was no bread for the
people of the land. At last there came a night
| when the king and his servants went seeretly out
| of a gate by the garden of the palace and tried to
| get safely away. But they were caught, and
taken to Babylon. Soon after came the captain
of the king of Babylon and broke down the walls
of the beautiful city and burned the holy temple,
and carried away the gold and silver vessels, und
took captive a multitude of people. All the long
way the people walked on that sad journey, and
while they lived in the strange land they knew it
was because of their sins that all this sorrow
| came. * By the rivers of Babylon they sat down
| ana wept,” But there was hope for them even
| then, God bad not forgotten, He still cared.
| He said they should stay seventy years, and now
the time had nearly rolled around.

l The king's proclamation. You remember the
lesson about the handwriting on the wall, In
that night was Belshazzar killed, and Darius, of
lthc conquering kingdom of Media and Persia,
| took the throne. It was he who put Daniel in a
‘ldcn of lions. After two_years he died, and left
| the kingdom to his nephew, Cyrus of Persia.
| About one hundred and twenty years before this
| Cyrus was born God told the prophet Isaiah to
‘spcuk and to write about him as the one who
| should set free the captive Jews after they had
| been taken to Babylon. God called him by name.
| Now the time had come. Perhaps Daniel told
him about his being called by name, and that the
seventy years were almost past. In some way
| God stirred up the king to proclaim that all the
| Jews who wished to go home might return to Je-
rusalem and build the temple again. He com-
manded that those who did not go should help
those who went, with gold and silver and goods,
He brought out the precious gold and silver ves-

el
the
for
ho

the
ten
gel
ma
ber
rai
wel
the
the
ger
ing
con
pro
I
sin

hop

(o
cour
THLY
ersof

Th
of ti
mou
Yet, 1
dren
opend
day,
prese
peopl
some!
thoug




sights
PPy us

e one
L away
behind
1 most
't of a
e, ora
i will,
d, you
ou hal
ow sad

nty-five
N a sad
il their
3abylon
as sore
for the
a night
etly out
tried to
ht, and
captain
he walls
temple,
sels, und
the long
ey, and
knew it
. SOITOW
sat down
em even
1l cared.
and now

nber the
wall. In
arius, of
d Persia,
niel in a
and left
f Persia.
fore this
Isaiah to
one who
they had
by name.
iniel told
d that the
ome way
at all the
urn toJe-
He com-
ould help
1d goods,
silver ves-

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

sels which Nebuchadnezzar had taken away from
the temple, and sent them, five thousand and
four hundred, with the pilgrims that went
home,
Who returned 2 All the Jews did not go. Only
the old men remembered their country and the
temple. The way was long, the journey dan-
gerous.  But God stirred up many to go, and
more went back than came to Babylon, Remem-
ber this: all who wanted to go went back. God
raised up a leader trusted by all, and all who
were willing to trust God to keep them safely on
the dangerous journey and deliver them from
their enemies when they got back where stran-
gers lived in their places, and all who were will-
ing to obey the voice of God that called them to
come back and build his house again, joined this
procession of the returning captives,
What shall we do?  Satan leads away from God ;
sin makes us captives, But there's a way back,
God calls, and will lead us, 8ee on our shield of

LESSON STORY.

See this picture of a caravan traveling through a
desert. The camels are loaded. Men have to
walk, allowing the women and children to ride,
Ina caravan like this, more than five hundred
vears before Jesus came, we would have seen
that no children under fifteen were allowed to
zo. Yet, there are over a thousand people set-
ting forth. Where are they going? Home at
last ! Only the oldest people here have ever seen
home. We explain that most every one in this
caravan was born in the country to which the
fathers were carried captive,

With what are their camels loaded? They are
loaded with gold and silver cups, gold and silver
money, household goods. Where did captives
get these things ? The story begins back of this
caravan journey. We see them first in their
homes in the land of their captivity, They are
not as unhappy here as we might expect ; but,in
many cases, are too contented for their own

hope ** Trust and follow.”  Who wants to return ¢

@ne let us return

Kindergarten Hints,

GoLpeN TexT: “Be strong and of a good
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis-
mayed : for the Lord thy God is with thee whith-
ersoever thou goest.” Josh, 1, 9

HINTS ON METHOD.

The abstractions of a lesson on Ezekiel’s vision
of the river of salvation were almost unsur-
mountable difficulties to the primary teacher.
Yet, using it as we did, and interesting the chil-
dren in our description of the desert, we have
opened a way to introduce our lesson for the
day, which, on account of its concrete setting,
presents fewer difficultics; for here we have
People who are moving about and accomplishing
something. Things are easier subjects than

good. They are forgetting that home and church
are in ruins ; that there is a true Giod of whom
‘lho heathen cannot teach. Something happens
to wake them out of their carelessness. There
comes a day when the king, whose soldiers have
taken them captives, feels so safe in his city
that he is off his guard, This is careless in war
times.  What happens? We tell how the Persian
| soldiers turn the waters of the river into a new
| bed they dug for it in the night, and walk over it
‘ on dry land, then take the city, We explain that
the captives are very much excited about this,
{and think that God sends the Persian king to re-
lease them, They think that, possibly, Cyrus
may be the promised Saviour of the world, We
know that their Saviour did not come for more
than five hundred years after this; but God was
making the way ready for him. These captives
i were going home ! Their home was to be a home
| for Christ the Lord,
| We explain that children of the captives were
! growing up in ignorance of God. Who comes to
their reseue ¥ Prophets and preachers who teach
that God is the Lord ; who show the king that it
is God leading, that they should 2o,

The king feels that God is with them, He says,
“You may go home and build your church, I
will help you.” While they knew that they would
find their own dear city a heap of ruins, they were
50 joyous to be set free, their songs were like this ;
“Yes! Jehovah has done great things for us,
and made us glad. O Jehovah, lead back our
captive ones ! "

King Cyrus had been good to them; for he
said, “The Lord of heaven and earth hath
charged me to build him a church (house) at

thoughts, Here is our entering wedge :

Jerusalem.  Who is willing to go, and God be

\
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with him?” Cyrus sent soldiers mounted on
camels, to guard them on their journey. We
teach that One, mightier than the soldiers,
guarded the way of their going.

It is easy to picture graphically the probable
happenings of the four months’ caravan journey
in the way to interest children. To close: We
may visit them in their own home, just for one
day. Itisa holiday—a holy day—set apart for
the laying of the new stones for their church.
The preachers are here, wearing beautiful robes,
There are to be praise songs, and music upon
instruments the like of which you and I never
heard. Let us leave them while their silver
trumpets are sounding. Is it the time for the
coming of Christ? No, not yet. Our Bible is
full of stories about God’s children struggling
upward toward the Light. Before we reach that
chapter which tells us that ¢ the Light has come ™
we are to remember that all through the long
waiting time God was watching over his own.

Whisper Songs for August.

SIXTH LESSON,
Dearest Lord Jesus,
Holy and true,
Giive me thy Spirit,
1ke my heart new.
ive me thy Spirit,
Mauke my heart new,

SEVENTIT LESSON,
Breath of the Spirit,
Life of us all,
Breathe on thy children,
Tear when we call.
Breathe on thy children,
1ear when we call,

EIGHTI LESSON,
Beautiful river,
Brimming and free,
Life of the Spirit,
Purify me.
Life of the Spirit,
Purify me,

NINTH LESSON,
If I am tempted,
And wander from thee,
Dearest Lord Jesus,
Follow thou me,
Dearest Lord Jesus,
Follow thou me,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,

Third Quarter.
CONCERT,
Jesus loves to listen
When to him we pray §
Help us, then, to hasten
To his feet to-day.
PRAYER.
SINGINC
mighty.
Teacher. The Lord hear thee in the day of
trouble.
. (lass. The name of the God of Jacob defend
thee.
7. Kend thee help from the sanctuary,
(', And strengthen thee out of Zion,
7 Some trust in chariots, and some in hor
But we will remember the name of the L«
1

*Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al

. Save, Lord!
(. Let the King hear us when we call.
Lorp's PravEk (slowly and reverently, in con-
cert).,
T. What do we learn in Sunday school ?
(", That God is our heavenly Father.
7. What book teaches us this beautiful truth?
(', The Holy Bible,
Recite after teacher :

“ When my teacher reads the Bible,

That is God’s own holy word,

And each message that she brings us
Is a message from the Lord ;

O then 1 will never trifle ;
I will listen, I will say :

“8peak, O Lord ! thy servant heareth.
Speak, thy servant will obey.”

OFFERING,

Teacher. We gladly bring our offering to-day
to Jesus, because--

(lass. *The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.”
RINGING  (Air, * Jesus loves me ™)

*Tig but little we can give,
But our mites we gladly bring ;
Knowing that our blessed Lord
Will accept love's offering.

e who saw the widow’s mite
Hears the pennies as they fall

From his throne in youder sky
Jesus sees and counts them all,

BirTnnpay OFFERING,
SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON,
LessoN Tavanr,

EcHO PRAYER.
LessoN Crosing (Tune, “ What a Friend we

have in Jesus™) :

(Use simple service.)

Jesus, help us to remember
his sweet lesson from thy word.
Write upon our hearts forever
Truths that we this day have heard.
All the week be near to bless us,
Bring us to thy house again.
Lord. be with us ; guard us ; guide us,
For our Saviour’s sake, Amen.
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The Life and imes of Jesus l'uul.ul in the ! nited States,  Cloth, $3.00
the Messiah§ By Alfred Edoer- Flashlights Nature
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Among some of the n@y books we may mention : “Yesterday Framed

tterlee and in To-day,” a Story of fie Christ and how To-day Received Him, by *‘Pansy”’;
.50 cloth, illustrated, T0c. **The Cross Triumphant,” by Florence M.
s Kingsley, the author of t§@ justly popular books ‘ Titus,” ¢ Stephen,” ** Paul,”
":‘l‘ly.ln.-l_.lnl‘.‘::yll‘ a new story well worthg@of the excellent series to which it forms a com-
Juborliicineg plement ; cloth, $1.00; pa@er, 60c. * Penelope's Experiences in Scot-
Cloth, net, land,” from the pen off€he clever, bright, and witty Kate Douglas Wiggin,

) R whom the girls are lookigll to more and more for their special reading. We

|0?N€\3]f3\ heartily recommend this Hik ; price £1.25, cloth. Rev. Charles M. Sheldon’s
XK, B, " . '

plates, new book, “The Miracl® at Markham :"” How Twelve Churches Beeame

REBHTAY One, is said to be his besf@work, and should be in every Library as soon as
possible ; cloth, 50c.; p@er, 30c. Mn interesting story, “A Double
v Catherine Thread,” is the latest pr§@uction from the pen of Ellen Thorneyeroft Fowler,

Plant Life
Mary Agnes
ustrations

the author of one of the ¥gost popular books of the past year, ¢ Concerning
Isabel Carnaby” ; paper, .3 cloth, $1.25. Another book that comes to us
with a good recommendat@®n is from the pen of the celebrated authores
Amelia E. Barr, who well@maintains the popularity won with her earliest
stories ; this new one, “I, ou, and the Other One,” is said to be the
best she has written since @ A Bow of Orange Ribbon” ; paper, 60c.; cloth,
81.00. Two books that theghoys will be glad to find in the Library and which
will be found instructive as #ell as intensely interesting, are “The Cruise
of the Cachalot:” Rnid the World after Sperm Whales, by Frank T.
Bullen, first mate ; illustrat@®, paper, 7hc.; cloth, $1.25; Kipling says, Tt is
immense” ; and “Fig’hts‘r the Flag,” by W. H. Fitchett, anthor of
“Deeds that Won the Empgg,” with portraits and plans ; cloth, $1.00. The
London Spectator says,
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‘ Notygnce Macaulay ceased to write has English litera-
ture produced a writer capabf® of infusing such life and vigor into historical
scenes.”  The raising of the cftain on some of nature’s mysteries will be seen
by reading Grant Allen’s fas@ating book, “Flashlights on Nature,”
very fully illustrated by Freferick Enock ; eloth, 81.25. It is desivable that
our boys and girls, as well asgldults, should know more about the wonders of
nature than they do.
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approbation, we will gladly senf§on for your mspection.  We pay freight one

0229222292 %%%2%2%

oF tho spocies way. It will be to the interest@ all to consider the plan of ordering the new

Nloth, $3.00 books as they are published, anl§not wait to purchase onee or twice a year as
may have been done in the pas
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| Qooking of Iilky Foods

SUCCESS

VERY cook appreciates, s¢
the difficulty of getting
Milk is of an impressiona

thing with which it is surroun

ewhat disappointedly too often,
hilky foods to “do” just right.
e nature and takes to itself every-
d. If you've cooked a roast in
an ordinary oven previously, aroma remains and imparts its
flavor to the rice pudding, or cufhrd, or other dish containing milk
that goes in next. This troule is overcome completely with an
AERATED OVEN. Food coolged in this oven is always surrounded
by pure, fresh air. There is ajgonstant flow of this health-giving
element in and out all the time f#naking impossible the retention of
any foul odors to destroy the flaflor of the most delicate and carefully
prepared duinty. b

The Aerated Oven is found onl in the SOUVENIR Range

Sold Eferywhere. One will last a lifetime
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