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-~ OUR MISSION.

In this age, when tlne field of pmodlc.nl literature
is 80 rowd&l that there seems bardly room for all the
dlﬂ%xeqt -claimants to public notice to ,vct breatlung
spige, it rny appear to some of our readers that, in
ng our way in, wo are simply courting an carly

While such a conclusion would be a very rea-
somﬂ)le one if we were aiming to fill no particular
vwsncy, it would not, we venture to think, be justified

€ case, because we have a very distinct and.-definite

J(. st in view. The.o are Insurance jouruals althost
hm ond computation, a few of them being published in
this cowntry; and we think it likely that the general
subject  of Jnsurance — Fire, Life, and  Marine —is
sufliciently covered by them.  While we shall publish
such general Insurance news and comment as we think
will be of interest to our readers, our special mission is
to he the advoeacy of Life Insvraace ; and not ouly that,
but Life Insurance on the nafural premium or assessment
plan.  When we say that every man, who, if he shonld
die, would leave behind him o wife, or small children,
without provisicn for their sapport, should regard it as
his solemn duly to keep his life insured, we do not an.
ticipate heing contradicted.  Buta great many persons,
and unfortiinately the very ones whose families most
need the profection, exeuse themselves from the per-
formance of this duty by the plea that they cannot
afford to insure. We do not admit thal any man, worthy

- —— —

the name, who has his health and i< 12 o position to earn
his living, can honestly sheltor himself behind such an
exeuse, even if no system but the old line or level pre-
miam one (which charges himn threo times as much to
catry the risk as it is \\orth) were open to him. But
mih Insurance offered at the actual c¢ost, as it now is,
by'a number of reputable Assessment Compames, we
b:tiove it to-be positively criminal for a person in the
wsition we have named to do without it.

- We shall, as we have said, devote our cncrgies
mainly to the advocacy of this simple, econemical and
safe system of Tnsurance ; and, in the furtherance of that
aim, shall open our advertising columns to any sound
ahd properly-conducted Company or Society dving busi-
nes: under that plan.  But, as the amount which o
man’s family may roceive fiom a Life Insurance Cum-
pany is rarcly an adequate compensation to *hem, or to
s jety, for his untimely withdrwal from the activities
of 1i’#, we shall devote a portion of our space to dealing
witl those indispensable aids to long life, namely :
Temperanco-and Good Health.

Wo are conscious, however, that nuawithstanding
the supremo importance of these auc.dons, « great
many people whose attention we wish b engage regard
them as foo duli and dry to Le of any jaterests and jor
that reason would not subserilie tor or take the tronble
to read a paper exclusively devoted to them, We shall,
theretore, endeavor to make T SEvaenoke of interest
to all classes of readers by pablishing suel general
matter—both original and selected—as shall conmend
itself to our judgment.  Keeping always in view our
main object, wo will so sugar-voat the articles on In.
surance, ete, that they will he readily aceepted and
swallowed by those who would otherwise pass them by,

We shall be glal to answer in onr columus any
questivns on Tnsuranee, o Kindred topies, which our
readers way ask us, aml to pablish correspondence
fram them. provided it is of a character to interest or
instruet our subserilers. To admit of the subseription
rate Leing put at the Jow figure of fwelve cents per an-
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nun—vwhich we do in order to get a large circulation—
wo set apart a few pages to the advertising publie, but
admitting no advertiser to our columns in whose repre-
sentations we have not the utmost confidence. Our
rearlers may look for Tur Semaritork: to be pure, whole-
same and honest in its tone, and in every respect a
desirable addition to the literature of the oflice or the
family circle.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM.

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

oY THE

Mutual Relief Society of Nova Scotia.

Tarmouth, January, 1889.
The Seventh Annual Meeting of this Society was
held in Ryerson Building, the President, A. C. Rob-
bins, in the chair,

————

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT.

Tothe Members of the Mutwal Relief Socicty of Nova Seofia :

On behalf of the’ Directors, I beg leave to lay before
you the usual yearly Reports of the Secretary and
Treasurer, and to offer a few words of comment on the
buginess already done, and the Society's future pros-
pects.

We, as Members of the MutuaL ReLier SocieTy or
Nova Scotiy, after seven years' experience, find our-
selves stronger than ever,and have good ground for
feeling a renewed and strengthened confidence in the
soundness of our plan, and in the prospect which the
Society has for a grand and useful future. The growth
of our Society has not been rapid, but we believe it has
been sound, and this is of much greater importance.
As evidence that this belief is well grounded, we point
to the unusually low death rate among our members.
When you were solicited by our Agents to become
members of the Society, they represented te you that
no greater number of assessments than ten in any one
year could be expected to be made. Tt is very gratify-
ing to me that your expectation of cheap and safc assur-
ance, based upon these representations, has heen morc
than realized. While the highest number of assess-
ments has been 6, the average for the seven years has
been but 4 1.7.  The low rate of mortality which these
figures imply, may be accepted as evidence that your
Supervisors have given carcful attention to the selection

of risks.- In view of the fact that Lite Insurance Com-
panies are said to promise more than they give, it is
matter for congratulation that this Socicty has given
more than it promised.

o I said that our growth had not been rapid. 1t has,

however, been constant, both in membership and in
resources. It is not our aimn to pilo up millions of dol-
lars in a surplus fund at tho cost of the members, and
to be a temptation to extravagance in the management
of the business of the Society. We only want such a
sum as—keceping pace with the growth in membership—
shall be reasonably sufficient to provide against an
abnormal increase in the death rate, such as might occur
in some one year, without increasing the assessments
beyond the expectation of mombers. Aj art from this
emall sum, our millions of assets and surplus shall re-
main where they properly belong: in the hands and
subject to the exclusive control of our members. I
have confidence that such small portion of those millions
as are asked for in the assessments made upon you from
time to time, will be promptly remitted in the future,
as they have been in the past.

When I read the advertisements of Lifo Insurance
Companies which call the attention of the reader to the
millions in their surplus fund—which millions represcnt
the accumulations arising from the excessive premiums
charged their policy-holders—I am filled with wonder
that people will be found who prefer to contribute to
the further growth of these surpluses, rather than pay
the actual cost of insuring their lives, and keeping their
portion of th. .. .pius for their own use, as they might
do by taking membership in a Socicty such as ours.
All that is wanted to make this Association at once the
largest, the salest and the cheapest Insurance Company
in this Dominion, is the confidence of the members that
it is possible to make it such. Suppose each of our
(nearly) two thousand members should say to himself:
“1 believe the MuTuaL RELIEF is the best and cheapest
Life Insurance Society in existence, and I intend this
year to induce at least one of my uninsured neighlors
to join it”; what a grand accession to our ranks would
be the result! Is there any reason why I should not
ask you to do this? I know of none. I want every
member to feel that the interests of this Society are as
much his as they are mine, and that our success in
building up an institution which, in the coming years,
shall bo a blessing to countless widows and orphans,
will be measured in some degree by kis efforts in that
behalf.

During our seven years’ existence fifty-five mem-
bers have died, twenty-nine calls have been made, and
the sum of $€80,000 paid to the policy-holders. To
pay this 80,000 our members only contribute that
sum plus annual ducs, and the small amount on hand;
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whereas, if those deceased persons had been insured for
a like amount in any old line Company about $240,000
must have been paid in before $80,000 could be paid
out,

At the last annual meeting the question as to the
expediency of admitting Women to membership in the
Society was discussed, and referred to the Directors, to
be reported upon at this meeting. Tho matter has
been carefully considered by your Directors, and with
the result that they do not recorimend that any change
be made in the Constitution in this respect. It remains
with you, at this meeting, to dispose of the question in
such way as shal) seem to you best, )

By reference to last year’s Report you will find,
under the head of “Liabilities,” two death claims of
$2,000 each; one reported as “under cnnsideration,”
and the other “contested.” The first has been settled
by the payment of $1,000; the other, which was a
claim made by the beneficiaries of the late Alfred Gib-
son, of Bridgetown, and resisted by your Directors on
account of fraudulent misrepresentations made by the
deceased in his application, was decided in favor of the
Society in the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, held at
Annapolis,and the Judgment confirmed by the Covrt of
Appeals at Halifax.

At the last annual meeting a Resolution was passed
asking the Legislature of Nova Scotia to amend Section
10 of the Constitution, by inserting a clause allowing
expenses incidental to the investigation of claims, and
the defenco of actions relating thereto, and any com-
promise effected in connection with any such death
claims, to be drawn from the Indemnity Fund. This
amendment has become law, and under it certain costs
in suits have been paid out of the said Fund. A portion
of these costs, at least, will be returned.

Respectfully submitted.
A. C. ROBBINS, President.

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

Applications received, 294

« declined, . 19

“« accepted, 264

« non-completed, 1
Number of Members, Dec. 31, 1887, 1829 $3,413,000

“ “ added, 1888, 264 377,000
Cancelled for non-payment calls, 158 288,000
Cancelled by death, 15 28,000
Cancelled because of misrepresentation, 2 7,000
Reduced in amount, 8,000
Increased in amount, 5,000
Number of Members, Dec. 31, 1888, 1918 3,464,000
14 Death Claims paid, 25,000

2 “ contested, 4,000

TREASURER’'S REPORT.,

Jany. 1888,

To Cush-Deposit Receipts, $6,000.00
“ accrued interest to date, 400.00
#“ deposit on call, 7,309.81
“ in oftice, 147.02
“  received during year, $13,856.83
“ from annual dues, $1,526.34
“ “ certificates, 251.00
“  re.payment by late agent,  90.10
“  Indemnity Fund, 29,549.06
“  interest on deposit, 240.00
| 34,656.50
Total, $48,513.33
Cnr.
By Paid
Postaye, postal cards, printing, ad-
vertising, annual reports, &c.,  $711.55
Medical Examiners, 21.50
Telegrams, fuel, gas, expressage, &c., 75,64
Services President, Directors, Sec-
retary, Treasurer, Assistant, Of-
fice rent, and payment to Gene-
ral Agents, 3,880.15
Travelling expenses, 265.07
Insurance Department, Ottawa, 26.07
Legislature of N. S., amend Act, 20.00
Cost of compromising and settling
death claims & contesting suits, 1,866.52
14 death claims, ©25,000.00
31,875.50
Cash on hand, $16,637.83
ASSETS.
Cash, Deposit receipts, $6,000.00
“ accrued interest, - 640.00
“ in bank, on call, 9,992.35
“ in office, 5.48
Furniture, 120.00
Amount due from Agents, 361.56
Due on Call 29, (since paid), 1,000.00
Total assets, $18,119.39
LIABILITIES.

In addition to death claims paid, two other persons
who received Certificates (each $2,000) from the Society,
have died during the year. The Directors have refuged
to acknowledge that the Beneficiaries of the persons
have a legal claim on the Society, because of misrepre-
sentation and other reasons.

THOMAS B. CROSBY, Treasurer.
Yarmouth, Jany., 1889.
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AUDITORS’ REPORT.
The Mutual Relicf Society of° Noca Scotiu:

The undersigned, Anditors of the above Society,
have to report that we have examined the books, ae-
counts and vouchers of the Seevetary and ‘Freasurer in
conneetion with the Rociety, and we find the same cor-
rect and agreenable to the Statement signed by us, which
shows a balance o the credit of the Seciety of
§16,631.83.

R. S EAKINS, L Auditors
JAMES JI MUNRO, § tters
Yarmounth, No X, Jany. 21, 1889,

On motion, the Directors’, Secretary’s, Treasurer's
and Auditors’ Reports were veeeived and adopted.

The fullowing persons weie re-elected as Directors
for the ensuing year, viz.:— AL C. Rubbing, J. R. Kinney,
W. V. Brown, 1. B. Croshy, J. W, Bingay, A. W, Iakins,
E. K. Spinuey, J. R. Wyman, G. G. Sanderson, G. W.
Johnson, Chas. Dodds,

On motion, R. & Eakins, James 11, Munro and Job
Matficld were clected Auditors.

Tt was Resolved that the Annual Meeting be held
in the evening of the fourth Monday in January.

A Commuuication was read from Joseph R. Ray-
mond, an Agent of the Sociely, stating that one of the

hindrances to securing members iz the inerease of

assesslients as age increases.  Alter some discussion
by members, it was Resolved that the Direcives give the
matter complaied of the necessary condideration, and
endeavor to ascertain if’ a new Table can be prepared
which will fix the rate for life for cach member without
injury to the future success of the Society: they to
report at the next Amual Mecting.

O motion, meeting adjourned.

WILLIAM V. BROWN, Secretary.

OFFICERS.
At a meeting of the Directors held subsequent
to the Annual Meeting the following Officers were
elected :---
President—A C. Robbins.
Vice-President—dJ. R. Kinuc,.
Secretary— William V. Brown,
Treasurer, Supervisor)
and Manager, §

Supervisor—Arthur W, Eakins.
Solicitor—dJ. Wentworth Bingay.

{dames C. Farish, M. D.

Medical Exammers-{A. M. Perrin, M. D.

W. V. BROWN, Secretary,
Yarmouth, Jany., 18€9,

Thomas B. Crosby.

Poctry,

THE LIQUOR LICENSE.

BY MRS, 8, A, GORDON.

What's the price of a license? How much did you say ?

The price of men's souls in the market to-day ?

A licenseto sell, to defame, and destroy,

From the gray liairs of manhood to the innocent boy—
) How much is to pay? .

-
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How much is to pay?  How compare with your gold?

A license to poison, a crime oft retold—

Iix a price on the years and the manhood of man ;

Take what is not yours to destroy if you can—
What's the price, did you say ?

ITow much for a license ?  How compute the crimes

Men are caused to commit when besotted at times ?

To take character, reason, foredvomed to the grave;

And give men your curses when pity cries save—
What’s the price, did you say ?

How much for a license? Count the price of the home,

Of the tears that are shed in its anguish and gloom ;

Count the happiness lost on the ballot yon gave

When you voted the license that made man a slave.
What price was to pay ?

How much for a license? Count the price of her life

Whom your children called mother, and whom you called

Who died of her grief, heart-broken alway, [wife;

That her home must be taxed for its bread day by day,
The license to pay.

The license means dram-shop; stop, fathers, and think;
Was it your vote that licensed your own son to drink?
Count the measure you mete out your ncighbor to-day
To he meted you back in your own time and way;

"T'is o debt you must pay.

How much is to pay ? Count the price of one soul,
Multiplied by the names on cternity’s scroll,
Of those who have gone down, in manhood’s strong pride ;
Then add those who through them have suflered and
died—
What’s the price, did you say ?

How much is to puy? Yon can count out the gold,
But the price to be paid time never hasstold;
All have claims on your soul whom your vote caused to
sin:
Though your name men call white ; as scarlet your sins,
The atonement must pay.




